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Sharks of March 

Page 1 of 1 

WRITING IN THE Economist of London recently. science ed­
Itor Matt Ridley observc'Cl "Like sharks, envrronmentahst.s 

must move fonvard or me. Without a constant supply of new inc1-' 
dents, new buzz words and above all new threats. they cannot keep 
&caring people into sendmg the money that pays therr salaries.'" 

With that m mmd, Alaskans should be concerned that 1994 so fcu· 
lacks new envrronmental threats, except perhaps genetically engi­
neered honnones i cows' milk. That leaves the commercial cnvmm­
mental establishment stuck with reVIvmg old "catastrophes" And 
what better rerun of old news to provoke contnbutions from a 
gullible public than the mled brrds and otters ofPnnce Wilham 
Sow1d, circa 1989? 

March 24 willlx~ the iiJth anruversary of the grormding of the 
Exxon Valdez, an accident that caused much gneffor many 
Alaskans- and provided the marketing professiOnals of the envi-
romnental community w1th a fund ra1smg bonanza. · 

A good example of what to e::-..-pect is dJscussed in the ad]ommg coi­
W1ID. Cordova actiVIst Rick Steiner invitc'Cl President Bill Clmton to 
come to town ne::-..'1 month and join the fun Mr. Steiner. along with 
Ern1e Piper, formerly of the Alaska Department ofEnvrromnental 
Conservation and now gubernatonal candidate Thny Knowles' cam­
paign manager, and Stan Stanley of the Prince William Sound Re­
gional Citizens' Advisory Council, will be moderatmg a three-day m­
ternatiOnal conference in March to review- for the umpteer. mil­
lionth time- what they behe\'e are the lessons of the spill. Why? 

Put the transportatiOn accident of the tanker hmmg a rock m per­
spective of what else has happened smce 1989 "The '"orld ha..; en­
dw·ed nwnerous environmental disasters HtuTJe:mes, floods. e;uih­
quakes, war. other oil tanJ~ers luttmg rocks, trams can:vmg haz­
ardous fuel ovc1tummg, airplanes fallmg from the sky . . you name' 
It, It has happened 

People were killed, and damages soared mto the hrmdredsofbJ!­
uons of dollars. In some instances, the env1.roni'nent and wildhfe 
habitat were damaged substantially as:{ result ofnatme·s wrath 

But what happened after each tragic event?,Life went on PeopiP 
picked themselves up, started rebUilding, and continued with therr 
lives. Mother Nature, too, set out to restore what was danmged. , 

But only m Prince William Sormd does the lw·e of money or politi-
cal advantage continue to dnve certain mterest groups, politicians 
and individuals to incite public fervor. 

If Mr. Steiner et al. were to do an objective assessment of where 
Prince William Sormd is today, five years after the Exxon Valdez. 
they wouldn't have much of a story to sell- because the fish popu­
lations, bird.s, marine mammals and shorelines are recovenngJust 
fine 

B1 1t c:l::1.rks c,qn"t sit still fiJr rmlitv. 
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Aye-rs· ~hares· vision for 
oil Spilrinformauon center 

By Soren Wuerth 

The Cordova T1mes 

· One day 10 the near future, a g1rl walJ.,.Illg 
home from.school,w!ll walk mto Cordova's 
library and s1t down m front of a computer 
term mal. 

She is interested tn findtng out about har­
bor seal~ and how the mammah were affect­
ed by the 1989 oil spill m Pnnce Wllltam 
Sout;~d A graphic appear's on the mom tor, she 
punche~' a button'.on the J<eyboard . · 

Instantly, a ,brief descnption on harbor 
seal<; appears on the' screen. The narratwn 
mclude<; · thsanunal' s predators, 1 ts feedmg 

·habit~. ·t<; social behavior and many other 
fact~ about the creature · · , 

Not nnly can the g1rl fmd out about har­
bor ~Ca . , but, by entenng a few COI!llllaiJd~, 
she can learn about almo~t anyth1ng 111 the 
Sound's ecO<;y<;tem 

The lermm:d~ wdl be in every C<lllllllllnl­
ty .ll!d wdl l1nk to a data ba<;e wheie more 
detatled re<;earch can be ~cces<;ed 

Meanwhtle, 10 <;ltes in the sp1ll-aflected 
area w1ll be-worJ.,.tng together to 1ntegr.1te all 
the informnt1on betrig collected by tndiVIdu­
al study groups 

Th1s J<; Jun Ayer~· vision:· 
As execut1ve d1rector of the.Exxon Valdez 

Oil Sp1li'Public Infonnation Center, Ayers is 
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10 a positiOn to' ma~e It all happen. 
The former Alaska Manne High­

way d1r~ctor-n~et ~ith Cordov~ res­
Ident~ last week to lay out his plan 
for provid10g !iccess.to the va!iou~~ 
stud1es that have been and will be 
earned out with a $900 1mlhon 011 
sp11l settlement dropped 10to the ldp 
of a six-member state and federal 

·Trustee CounciL-.• -: .• -. ·_ .' ·. 
. "Our most important responsi-. 
bi lily is to develop a basis 9f under­
stand10g, to the best of our ability, . 
of the ecosystem and to hand it to 
the next generati«?n," Ayers sa1d. 

Since it received its f1rst pay- \ 
ment'i m 1991, many people living 

_10 the spiii-a,_[fected area_ have been 
wary about t~e-spe'nding habits of 
the tru<;tees. 

Durmg his m~etfng w1th s~ver- · 
al residents, Ayers responoed to 
questiOns about h'ow the settlement 
money was being spent ' 

.. \Vhen we start hammenng on 
you, 1t's because we want to be _ 
heard. We haven't been heard since 
the ml spill," commercial fisne;man .•. ·. 
James M'ykland said ·· ,. ·- · 

The council was cnt1c1zed by a fed-­
era I agency 'i~st fall 'for sp~ndmg too ~: 
niuch of its money to boost the bud- -
ge:<; of its own government 'ag~nci~~~ 

The council q!:llckly shuffled lls-: 
ad1mmstrative ann and hired Aye1s 
to ov~rsee op~rations_ · .· .. , , : · 

Ayers said the council alr,eady 
has spent about, $260 million on 
legal costs 'and to pay mandaJory 

''bills associated with oil spill clean_up 
\Vork. :_; :~ ~r.. :.. -~, ". _: 

He s~id th .. trustees should invest . 
$12 million to $15 mllhon each year--. 
m an· endowment fund that wo'Uld · 

- I ./ -

• reap annual 'returns 
·The wi.mcil also should mtegmte · 

all the mformatwn d1fferent gov­
ernmental agencies have gathered . 
so far, Ayers sa1d. 

;. --"It's no longer sufficient to have 
an annual gathenng and shoot the­
bull and say, 'We're going to start 
shanng mformatton,' then go 
away," Ayers said., · ,. ; -
_·Ayers noted that humari~ too-: 

.are a part of the ecosystem being, 
studied. · · 'f, •· 

. . "As the ecosystem<; g~. ~goes 
·the humans," he <;a1d ... We are all. 
inextncably. hnked to. thiS ecosystem 
- from consumptiOn to carbon 
relea~e" . _ , 
:~·~One of the trustee's l~rgest -~ 
and mo~t controversial -·efforts­
ha<; been 111 the are~ of habitat acqm-
!>itwn 1 , 

Though many have condemned , 
buymg land rath'- than f~ndiflg 
fishene\ re<;earch, !• ver'> defended 
the pr.lcllce - -

"We need to develop a strategy 
thai pr0VIde<; a brodd measure·of­
protection, one that erisures~maxf:.: 

: m~m habit.! I protecllon at:an ~ffor~~ 
. ·able pnce," Ayer<; sa1d. He,added 
, that the trustee~ are st1ll int~rested­
' in" wdrkmg With the Eyak ,Corp~ to 
-: QUY )and a'round Cordova:·:::·--.i~-: 

, 'Ayers VI~It to Cordova wa5 laud::· 
ed by Mayor Margy Johnson.--_._: 

· _ ~Th1<;'.1s·the first-tune I've been 
·able t<;> put a face With the ·name-,". 

- Johnson ;,aid. 'This· pers'on was 
·here, had an',ope!Jmeet!ng today' 
and he's commg back.,That';; a 
:gig~n!ic step.'.''.-'.:·:.-~.::·:_.~- _ 
-~ :~~ ~- - r..=-- .!.: - ..... - .. -
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AST AUGUST, THE SEINE FLEET ~N 
Alaska's Prince William Sound, angry 
over the stricken.condition of the fish­
eries-and over Exxon's pubhc in­
sistence that health had been restored 
to the reg10n-was galvanized by fish­
erman Jim Gray's proposal to "call 
bullshit on Exxon's media blicz."-The 

fleet abandoned the failed pink salmon run and set out 'for 
the Port of Valdez in gale-force winds. By the next morning, 
65 seiners had gathered in Jack Bay, an inlet just off the 
Valdez Narrows, entrance to the Alyeska'oil terminal; more 
fishmg boats were on their way from the town of Cordov.a, 
home of much of the seine fleet. . 

The fishermen awaited the SeaRiver Baton Rouge (Exxon 
Shippmg had just changed its name to SeaRiver Maritime). 
They talked by radio and held ,impromptu conferences on 
one another's boats. Hours passed, and the situation escalat­
ed tnto the h1gh-stakes tntrigue of a blockade. "We'd be­
come a very determmed, edgy group," fisherman Bill Web­
ber sa1d later. The Baton Rouge postpone:. :ts scheduled 
mornmg arrival to 5 P.M., then to 9, and then to the next day. 
When the last of the tankers tak- ' -

northward, entered the tanker channel past the red warn­
ing light for Bhgh Reef, where on March 24, 1989, the 
Exxon Valdez had foundered and dumped 11.2 million gal­
lons of North Slope crude into the water. We eased agamst 
the ebb tide toward the Narrows. Off to starboard, pale 
lights emerged through the mist from Jack Bay. It was now 
a floating viilage of nearly 80 boats extending deep into 
the tongue and hard upon the hump of land, silhouetted 
against the dawn. 

The next morning, mformed that a Bmish Petroleum 
chartered vessel had· entered the Sound, the flotilla deployed 
across the N.a!rows. Soon the ship, the Attgun Pass, appeared 
tn the distance, a behemoth the length of three football 
fields. A Coast Guard helicopter thumped tn the air, and cut­
ters prowled the water. Two more tankers, the Arco Alaska 
and at last the Baton Rouge, had also entered the Sound. The 
flotilla didn't move. When asked by the Coast Guard what 
his mtenuons were, jim Gray, who had emerged as the 
spokesman for the demonstrators, replied evenly, "Comman­
der, I've lost control of my fleet." 

Men, women, and children qn the fishing boats put on 
survival suits and prepared for what fis~erman Max McCarey 

iq~cruderul~ilierermiml r~~~~~~~~~F~~~~~~~~c~~~~~~p~~,~~~~, 
left late on the night of August 
20, die fishermen realized thitt 
for the first time since the open­
ing of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline 
System m 1977, there was not a 
single tanker anywhere within· 
the Sound's 2,500 square miles. 

I sailed from Cordova that 
night. The storm had abated. A 
l ight rain filtered down. This 
was a passage I had made many 
times, and as we passed Knowles 
Head, where tankers normally 
await p)erm1ssion to e n ter the 
Narrows, the anchorage seemed 
eerily quiet and peaceful, de­
void of the humming, looming 
ships ht up like factories. It was 
!IS if the place were stunned to 
rediscover its own skin of water 
and headland by which it had 
addressed the rest of the world 
for aeons. We carved our turn 
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row m:1ro.m -m.~_mm~l 
referred to as "the last resort" of laymg 
out their semes and creaung a "quarter­
mile-long, 65-foot-deep nylon barrier 
capable of choking even the giant prop 
of a supertanker." The Attgun Pass 
slowed to three knots but kept coming, 
growmg ever larger against the honzon, 
until a BP execuuve in a helicopter high 
overhead ordered Its· captain to turn it 
ar~und. The fishermen had accom­
phshed theu primary objective, which 
accordmg to Gray was simply to make a 
statein~nt. But considered half a year 
later, it was at best a partial victory. 

WHAT FINALLY PU~HED THE FISHER­
men to block the Valdez Narrows was 
more than the financial ruin that many 
of them feared would follow the thud 
failed pwk salmon run in as many 
years, and more than theu fury over 
Exxon's claims that the Sound was 
clean. They were frustrated by the 
company's refusal to settle their part of 
the some 5,000 outstanding suits seek­
mg upward of $3.5 billion i~ damages, 
and angered by what they knew would 
be contained in a U.S. General Ac­
counung Office report to be released in 
the next few days. In essence, the re­
port would confirm that a large portion 
of the $240 million received so far 
by the Trustee Council from the 1991 
Exxon Valdez settlement-$1.025 bii­
hon Intended to "restore, reP.lace, _reha­
bditate, enhance, or acquue'the equiv­
alent of the natural resources injured, 
lost, or destroyed" by the oil spill-had 
been squandered_. The council, made 
up of six state and federal officials; had 
reimbursed $ 107 million to govern­
ment agencies for expenses re lated to 
rhci·spill, in some cases for research 
they had already been funded to per­
form. Another $40 milhon had been re­
turned to Exxon for previous cleanup 
costs and $ 19 million had' been spent 
on administrative costs and damage as­
sessments. T he report. would also criti­
cize the T rustee Council for the glacial 
pace of its deliberations. 

During the five years since the 
Valdez spill, ce'rtain damaging effects 
from the oil have become more evi­
dent, while efforts to identify and rec­
tify them have become increasingly ~n­
snarl ed in big money, politics, and 
wildly divergent scientific findings. 
Under the enormous pressure of pubhc 
opinion, Exxon poured $2.2 billion into 
Prince William Sound during the first 
two years following the spill, mostly for 
cleanup operations, a'nd some of the · 
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rechmques used-bulldozmg, chemical 1 

treatments, and hoc-water was hes­
have smce been v1ewed by many scien­
tists as having further damaged the 
Sound. As early as 1990, a damage-as­
sessment team from Moss Landmg Ma­
rine Laboratories based near-Santa 
Cruz, California, concl,uded, m an aru­
cle pubhshed in iheNorthweJI Envtron­
mental Journal, that ~most shore cleanup 
methods w1ll increase 1mmei:hace eco-

. log1cal damage and delay recovecy " , , 
N evercheless, Exxon's enormous 

media campaign has· in large part been 
directed at convincmg the public that 
the cleanup has been effective. The 
company has run a slew of ads' on telev1-· 
sion, developed a cravehng science-In­
formation program, produced a docu-· 
mencary fo r schoolchild ren, eve n 
provided brochur~s for tounsts at the 
Alyeska oil terminal. 

At the same time, Exxon is mvolved 
in litigation with more than a hundred 
of its insurers, led by Lloyd 's' of L on­
don, that declined, to make payments 
for cleanup costs. T he insurers ' suit 
states that "Exxon's expenditures were 
made solely as a prophylactic measure ' 
to protect 'Its corporate public Image 
and profits." 

- Last August, the demonstratmg fisher- . 
men Issued a position paper that began, , 
"Contrary to continuous Exxon p ress 
releases_ everything IS not 'better than 
ever in ~nnce Wilham Sound." It went 
on .to d:-mand the use of settlement 
funds for mea'ningful research and 
restoration of th~ ecosystem, the acqUI­
sition of forest land to help protect the 
enme habitat, and a resolution to hciga­
uon against Exxon. But efforts toward 
the~e ends.have still barely begun. It 
has taken the T rustee Council ·more 
tha(l two years to draft a comprehensive 
plan for carrymg out its van ous"obhga­
tions. And despite assurances of he lp 
froJD Secretary 'of the Interior Bruce 
Babbitt (who, as the fish ermen well 
k new, was touring Alask·a du ring the 
blockade an d was instrumental in 
bringing it to an end three days after It 
begari), Exxon's position, accordmg to 
Les Rogers, a media-relations spokes­
person for the company, remams, "We 
will see them in' court " ' -
Meanwhile~ stepped-up loggmg op­

e rations along the Sound have fu rther 
threatened salmon spawnmg grounds, 
the 1993 herring fishery failed along 
with the pink salmon fishery, and the 
ec,onomy of P rince Wilham Sound, 
where 'jobs dep-e nd primar ily on com-
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mercia) fishmg-not on 01! shtppmg or 
timber--contmues to falter 

THE EXXON VALDEZ SPILL OCCURRED 

m early spring m a dvnamtc body of 
water that bounds the northernmost 
temperate rainforest in me world, and 
It is regarded as the most damagmg 
tanker spill in h1scory. Because the 011 
was driven from Bligh Reef to 1,200 
miles of shoreline, the 1mmed1ate ef­
fects were devastating. Between 3,500 
and 5,500 otters died. So d1d 200 har­
bor seals and between 300,000 an-d 
580,000 birds. Uncountable plants and 
microscopic creatures were lost. 

North Slope crude is a relauvely 
heavy ml, h1gh m waxes and asphalncs, 
and therefore slow to disperse and diffi­
cult to retrieve. -Most of the acutely 
toxic hydrocarbons exposed to the a1r 
evaporate fairly qmckly, but the wax, 
the asphalt, and the less acute but per­
sistent toxins (mutagens and carcino­
gens) reside on shore and in_the mter­
udal region, as do some acute toxms 
sealed up m asphalt mats Toxms also 
enter various organisms such as harle­
quin ducks and fish. They lodge m the 
spleens, livers, and chromosomes and 
therefore pass from generatiOn to gener­
ation, from prey to predator, creaung 
polson trails in the food web. 

This toxic persistence has been the 
subject of scores of stud1es, a: askmg 
the question, Does the oil spill contmue 
to affect life in Prince William Sound~ 
It's a debate that ineluctably draws all 
players as if into a black hole. Oil sptll 
science iS arcane stuff that engenders 
hairsplitting disputes over sampling and 
testmg procedures, design flaws, and 
statistics. While government and mde- · 
pendent studies have found a prol;>ablh::---:-­
ty that oil contamination is a s1gmficanr 
factor in the failure of the salmon fish­
eries, Exxon assertS that its own studies 
show absolutely no link b-etween the 
faileq fisheries and the spill. In ItS doc- " 
umentary ealled St;ientists and the Alaska 
Oil Spill, Jerry M. Neff, an Exxon con· 
sultant from the IBatelle Ocean Science· 
Laboratory, states, "The story is essen-, 
tially closed. The hydrocarbons'are 
gone." , _ 

At best, that is an overstatement. Re­
cent Trustee Co!lncil-sp011sored re­
search lists 11 "resources" that "show 
little or no sign of recovery" smce the 
spill, including the intertidal ecosys­
tems, murres, otters, harbor seals, her­
ring, and pink salmon. The dwindling 
salmon runs, in fact, seem_ to point ro 
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hngermg "sublethal' effects In 1990, ' 
record returns of more than 45 mtlhon 
.salmon were Immediately attributed •In 

Exxon press releases to the succes~ of 
the cleanup. But pmk salmon have a 
two-year life cycle, which means that 
those salmon had been spawned the 
year before the spill. The followmg sea­
son was the first real test, and although 
the returns from the 1989 spawn were 
stilllkrge m number-and were there-
. fore cited in the Exxon documentary as 
another sign of recovery-the fish m 
fact were small, behaved erratically, and 
arrived two weeks late, so far along m 
their maturation cycle that then value 
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collapsed. Two million fish were 
dumped at sea because they had been 
refused by the cannenes, and more, ·oth­
erwise. unmarketable, were-shipped to 
Russia as charity. In 1992 the returns 
were a third of what was expected, and 
last year the run-the offspnng of fish 
spawned the year of the sp11l-was a 
mere five million salmon. Accordmg to 
the, Alaska,Department of F1sh and 
Qame, this marked the first time that 
the Prince William Sound hatchery sys­
tem registered a decline for three con­
secutive years since Its mception m the 
early seventies. Beyond the Sound, 
many areas of Alaska had record and 
near-record runs last year. 

"Salmon have patterns they folio~," 
says longtime Cordova fisherman Bill 
Webber. "But these seem disonented 
hke they don't really know where to go: 
They seem strange. They act different~ 
There's something wrong." 

Ongoing "damage assessment" 
studies conducted by ADFG biologists 
reinforce Webber'~ observatiOn. They 
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have shown contammatwn of salmon 
eggs and slow growth rates for JUVe­
mles, which substantially mcrease their 
mortality rate. They further show that 
multiple generations of salmon have 
been damaged, wh1ch means that the 
effects of oiling are possibly bemg 
propagated. Yet none of these stud1es 
cla1ms to have 1solated the mechamsm 
that has caused the failed runs. And 
none of the several ADFG researchers 
I spoke with discounted the possibility 
that weather cycles, cold sea tempera­
tures, foo_d source depletion, and ev,en 
the hatchery system ttself might also 
be factors. Sam Sharr, an ADFG biolo­
gist stud,ymg salm~n egg mortahty, 
notes that "1t is extremely difficult to 
set up true controls in a natural envi-
ronment," , 

These scientists do, however, chal­
lenge Exxon's assertions that there iS no 
relationship between oil concammat1on 
and the fishery failures. They charge 
that Exxon researchers are working With 
designs and databases that lack "power," 
that have msufficient range in theu sam­
plings. Mark Willett, another ADFG bi­
ologist, says that the Exxon studies "did 
not accurately m~asure growth rates of 
JUvenile salmon."··Both Willett and R1k1 
Ott, a Cordova-based fisherman With a 
master's degree in marine biology and 
ml pollution and a Ph.D. m fishenes and 
marine 'pollUtiOn, make the Stunning ob­
servatiOn that the juvenile s~lmon m one 
Exxon study dtdn''t show increased mor­
tahty rates because they were "shel­
tered," or penned: Once the juveniles 
are rele~sed in the_ wild; the decreased 
growth ra~e xs precisely what increases 
their susceptib.ility to predation. At a 
conference last April in Ad.a~ta, Exxon 
studies that showed a lack of persistence 
of Exxon Valdez oil in Prince Wilham 
Sound were denounced by researchers 
from the National Oceanic and Atmo­
sphenc Administration. In a document 
handed out to the press, they said that 
Exxon scientists had skewed NOAA 
findings by using "selected bits from the 
raw database" to make their case. 

When asked about poss1ble bias m 
research last November, Erme Brannon, 
the lead author of one of two Exxon 
studies on pink salmon, first said that he 
didn't feel ADFG salmon researchers 
gave their own data "the kmd of rigor­
ous Interpretation that an unbiased 
reader would give it. I think that's 
symptomatic of the fact that they are 
vigilant resource managers. They're 
lookmg for ill effects." Of his own work, 
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he mststed that he was g1ven mdepen­
dence b,y Exxon but granted that there 
was "no questton about the condnions 
of employment always bemg a factor 
There's always that bias if the person 
you work for has somethmg at stake " 

There are s1mllar disputes regardmg 
other species-notably murres, whtch 
suffered huge losses, mussels, an Im­
portant food source for seabtrds, and 
herrmg, for which the evtdence of 
spill-related damage 1s even stronger 
than for pmk salmon. Fisherman as 
w~ll as Trus~ee Council damage-as­
sessment researchers find the notton 
that Prince Wilham Sound ~s cleared of-

Rese~r~~~ws ~f@l . 
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oil ludicrous. At the time of the block-
ade last August, the seine fleet took 
samples of oiled gravel from the Sound 
to Valdez to display co officials and the 
press. At a news conference in Cordova 
that same week, Riki Ott presented 
Alaska Governor Walter Hickel w1th a 
pie tin full of oiled rocks. "There are 
places out there, if you move a rock, 
you can smell it," says Bill Webber. 
When the Alaska Department of Envi­
ronmental ConservatiOn tested a new 
citrus-based flushing agent on a beach 
near Sleepy Bay last july, 120 gallons 
of oily liquid were recovered. And the 
results of Trustee Council-sponsored 
surveys, presented at a Trustee Coun­
cil meetmg last November, showed 
that while the presence of Exxon Valdez 
oil seemed to be declining in Pnnce 
William Sound and along the Kenai 
Peninsula, some oil res1due was ob­
served at every one of 59 study sues 

MANY FEEL THERE IS VERY LITTLE 
that can be done to manipulate the 
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Sound back mto health, that it's best 
left to heal Itself,. and that much of the 
research merely mystifies the obvwus: 
011 Js harmful. R1ck Steiner, a biologist 
and the University of Alaska's Marine -
Advisory Agent in Cor-

many cases the financ1ally strapped 
companies are willmg selle-rs. But 
progress has been agomzmgly slow. In 
the past five years, as loggmg in the re­
gion has mcreased fivefold, from 40 mil-

han board feet m 1988 
dova, has long said that 
settlement money would 
be better used to ac­
quire forest land adJa­
cent to rhe Sound. He 
argues that marine 
habitats and forest are 
inextncably lmked, 
that clear-cuttmg here 
in the su bartJc creates 
deserts that reqmre 200 
years to rejuvenate, 
and that)n the prese'nt 
market the value of 
Pnnce Wdliam Sound 
timber IS margmal at 
best. For these reasons, 

~~~ oi ~~u~~u$ 
~~~~nl~$~~- ~~~~~~~~ 

~~6 ~~~~~~~i~~ 

~9~~~~~~~~~. 
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to an estimated 200 
million m 1993, con­
tracts have been nego­
tiated for only two 
parcels of land-pri­
vate holdmgs withnn 
Kachemak ll3'ay State 
Park and on Afognak 
Island The most con­
troversJa! clear-cutung 
has been on 15,000 
acres of land held by 
the Eyak Corporauon 
not far from Cordova, 
an area known as the 
Copper R1ver Delta 
Reg1on. Th1s despite 

he says, "The best possible way to al­
locate momes is to buy back the umber 
nghts, shut down the engines, and se­
cure the enure habitat." 

From the start there has been strong 
public support· for using settlement 
money to acquire timberland held by 
Alaskan Nauve corporations, 'and in 

tf; ·acts that the project 1s OP,eratmg at 
a u,~:, and~thar both fishermen and many 
native P,eople are acuvely opposed to 
it-to the sJlt that washes mto spawnmg 
streams and to the VISible destruction of 
a beloved place 

I visaed some of those logging Sites 
last fall. There is nothmg hke a clear-

cut to fill one With the sense of barren­
ness that humankind can wreak rne 
stumps of several-hundred-year-old 
trees, smaller unmarketable trees 
strewn like matchstiCks, mudslides, 
and deep cuts left'by machmery. Even 
now, after long and complex negotia­
tions, a m1m-blockade of Eyak Ioggmg 
operations at a bay near Cordova, and a 
bloodless revolution w1rhm the compa­
ny, the Trustee Council and the Eyak 
Corporation are still deadlocked "I r 
would be a real tragedy 1f, five years 
after the spill, Pnnce Wilham Sound 1s 
clear-cut," says Pam Brod1e, a S1erra 
Club representative m Alaska. 

In recent months, however, the 
Trustee Council seems to have made 
more of an effort tb move forward on 
habit~t acqmsitlon. In the comprehen­
Sive Work plan released for pubhc com­
·ment m late 1993, 17 parcels of land 
w~re selected for poss1ble acqmsmon, 
and sources withm the Trustee Coun­
cil and the Department of the lntenor 
say it's likely that several deals will be 
struck this year. The council is gather­
ing some momentum on orher fronts as 
well. Previously an unwJe!dly structure 
headed by an acung adm1mstrauve di­
rector with margmal power, the council 
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now has a new executive director With 
subsrantJ~l authority. ]1m Ayers, a busi­
nessman who has served as duector of 
the Alaska Manne Highway System 
and as ADFG deputy commissioner, 
has ordered a rev1ew of all past Trustee 
Council expenditures and is seeking 
competmve b1ds for further spill-relat­
ed projects. Estimated adm1mstrat1ve 
costs for 1994-whJch include all ex­
penses for a staff of 23-have been re­
duced to approximately $4.2 million, in 
companson with $6 milhon for each of 
the two prev1ous years. 

Another change Js a high-profile re­
search effort called the Prince William 
Sound F1shenes Ecosystem Research 
Plannmg Group, wh1ch brought'm 
more than 20 government, umversity, 
and mdependent scientists for its mitial 
meermg m Cordova last December. In 
its prospectus, it prom1ses to assess the 

J •• 
enure Prmce WJlliam Sound ecosys-
tem, establish a comprehensive scien­
tific database, forecast fisheries pro­
ductiOn, and avo1d tangential, 
excess1vely discreet, lmgation-dnven, 
or otherwise spurious research. This is 
the kmd of targeted effort that the fish­
ermen had requested in their August 
posnion paper. h may also be a way to 

fight back. Any findmgs that show dam­
age from Exxon Valdez oil will surely be 

, used to prepare for the upcommg court 
dates with Exxon on May 2 and June 6 

But not everyone IS pleased with the 
new p~ogram. Some 

studymg the Sound mto the next cen­
tury and have no money left for hab1rar 

· acquisition." 
Rick Stemer argues that "rh1s JS al­

ready the most stud1ed 011 sp1ll m history 
I'm absolutely funous ar 

observers Wonder 
whether the Plan­
nmg Group 1s yet an-' 
other-potenual ex­
ample of sc1ence 
cornenng funds, and 
note that It has an 
as-yet unspecified 
budget for there­
maimng eight years 
m wh1ch settlement 
mcome will be re­
ceived from Exxon. 
One can only hope­
that the project 1sn'r 
just an'o'ther mdul­
gence m the dark, 

~'WhJ d~ ~~ ~eod 

~~ k~ow_~t~~~ 
de~~~~ ~~~Mt ~@I 

the self-cenreredness of 
sc1ence. If they could 
spend all the money on 
sc1ence, they would A lor 
of what they've done IS SO­
what sc1ence. We know 01! 
is bad for seals Why do 
we need to know every 

, ~~~ ~nects-a excruc1at1ng detail about 
how oil affects seals' 
brams?" H1s pomr Js that 

s~~~us ~~~~~'uu 

~sks ~~e~~~~ 

we have snll faJled to learn 
a central truth about envi­
ronmental destruction 
that we long ago passed 
through the portal to a 
desolate tern tory where 

qumtessentlally late-twentleth-centur' 
business of chasing p01son, th1s time 1.: 
a Sound that IS huge and complex ro the 
point of intractibJhty. 

"What they're des1gning 'worries me 
because it's so comprehens1ve," says 
lBrodJe. "I'm alarmed They could cer­
tamly use up the entire settlement 

\ 

the consequences of our actions far ex­
ceed the values,of the lessons they teach 
What we need to do now Js act on what 
we already know. - [§l! 

John Keeble ts the author of Our of the 
Channel· The Exxon Valdez 01l Sp11l m 
Prince William Sound (HarperCollrns) 

I 
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Bigger anniversary 
WE ALREADY have pomted.' out m these colwnns that the 

professional environmentalists are hopmg to earn zllhons of 
national headlines and gobs of prime tune televisiOn attcntH)h on the 
fifth anruversary of the ml spill in Prince William Sound 

A much bigger anniversary, of an event that caused enonnously 
more envmmmental damage, is coming up at about the sa:i11c tm1c 
-but It will draw little or no attention, espec1ally from the ceo­
crowd which ·will use the spill date as yet another opportunity to 
raise big money from the gullible. 

The anniversary of the day the Exxon Valdez went aground 
comes up on March 24 , 

It may come as a surprise to the s~y-is-falling cro'wd that the 
Prince William Sound spill of 1989- which was, after all, a trans­
portatiOn accident, not a pipehne catastrophe- isn't even llsted by 

·the World Abnanac among record oil spills of the world. But no 'mqt­
ter. It has became a cash cow for environmental lobbies 

For too many, the accident has wen institutionalized as an event 
011 which to build careers and one that- with the help of the 'vvillmg 
m.erua - wlll be an Pverlastmg fund-raising tool 

THE OTHER anruversary IS Just three days later 
It will be 30th anniversary of the great Good Friday earthquake ·. 

that npped Southc( ·tral Alaska on March 27, 1964. It was the most 
severe quake ever remrded m North America. 

You won't, however, be hearmg much about tlie anmversary of the 
Good Fnd~y quake, even though it rud enormous- and m many 
ways.lastmg- envrrom11ental VIolence. It's JUSt not somethmg that 
will wm headlmes and TV time for those whose specml interest IS tO 
rruse money m order to beat up on resource development m Alaska. 

But we guarantee you're gomg to be s1ck to death once agam see­
mg 5-year-old pictures of'Olly sea otte:rs and dead ducks That'~ 
wlwre the money IS for the professiOnal eco-crowd 
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Whiners fear spill lessons 
On Feb 17 and 28, the Whme 'cr The Tune" 

wrote about Rick Stemer's mvitation to our 
president to VISit Alaska dunng a confe1·enct 
1·egardmg the lessons of 'the Exxon Valdez 011 
spill. It seems that when anyone takes·a position 
m the environmental m·ena that IS"Of any positive 
nature, the Whmers go mto then·! feedmg fi·enLy 
However, m their frenzy to p1ck the most triVIdl 
of pomts and shred thmgs way out of pmportwn, 
they contmue to show all Alaskans exaetly why 
The Tunes "didn't move forward. and d1ed" 1 

Their effon ro make the Exxon Valdez oil splll 
o;eem hke a "past and small mconvemence" for 
the people of Alaska tells many things - thl'\ 
h.Jven't been out to the spill zones lately, th~v 
lllll'-.l redlly believe that the spill didn't dttect or 
~~ still not affectmg anyone, the~ must not 
believe that It could ever happen agam, or that 
the reason that It has happened only once, so far. 
I'i due to the mtense scrutmy by the people who 
.-~re the most canng and outspoken for ensunng 

, ennronmental protectiOn They uc,,: tile term 
"en\'Ironmentahst" as 1f It were a bal . onc:cpt 

1\lr Stemer 1" a bwlog1st · \\'h, .. ~ the 
Umverslty of Alaska''i manne bio' , part-
men! As they attempt to m'iult r\lr ~ nt n <~nv, 
\lay they can. I must ask If their ._, ,,c .lllab" 
.m.: better Ob\ 10uslv not' If hi!:> mvltatwn to our 
rrestdent to come ;-eview the "lessons of the 
\'dldeL oil spill" has The Times f1·othmg at thl' 
'lJOuth. the \Vhmers must be a little· nerYou" 
about what may actual!~· be learned 

The Times folks Sit at then·- desks, day by ddy, 
lll'-Ultmg anyone and everyone who dttempts to 
protect or o[Jer opm10n on our fragile 
envu·onment, Sadly, their own combmed life's 
knowledge amounts to whmmg and they offer no 
<:olutwns to anythmg 

-Dave Parklwr<.t 
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Spill conferel!We confusion 
Thank you fm· the Feb 17 cdttonal about t hP upcommg 

Enon \"aldez od sptll conference Pubhctty \VIII hetghten mter· 
est m th1s Important event Sttll, I feel the nc>ed to con·ect some 
of the editor's IlJISCOnceptwns 

The conference is not an opportumty for the environmental 
commumty to sohctt contributiOns for thetr vanous causes 
LtkeWJse, the conference \VIII not 1·evww the' enVIronmental 

'damages caused by the sptll ' ' 
Rather, thiS month'b COnference Will h1ghhght the Steps 't-.'1k­

en dunng the past five years to Improve the natwn's oil 'sptll 
protections It ts'a conference on pohcy Issues and technology re­
search, not dead btrds and deformed herring 

Indeed, a focus' on sptll p1·event10n, response and overstght 
measures taken smce the sptll seems a htghly appropnate way 
t.o mark the anmversary of the Alaska ml sp1ll After all, many 
of the natwn's oil mll protectiOns we now have amse fi·om the 
lessons learned frvn thts spill 

Alaska can be proud of the new spmt of coope1 at JOn and 
grmnng mutual ' 1.1st that now ex1sts among once polanzed 
groups After fiv<. vear". thh is m Itself a maJor accomplish­
ment, and :.vmthy subwct matenal for your neJo..'i edt tonal 

Doug Schneider 
Tnfonnation Office1· 
AJaska Sea Grant College Progr-am 
Fairbanks 
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Greenpeace hypocrites 
rhanks so much to the hystcncal showboats at 

r;reenpeace for soundmg the trumpets re the 
upcommg <inmvcr:,,.Jry of the EJo..xon Valdez 
di!:>d~ter lleaven know::, we wouldu't want the 
environmental commumty to mtss out on a 
fund-ramng opportumty hke the f1fth anmver­
-,;u·y of the trJgic event m Pnnce \V1lham Sound 

Courte-;~ of televisiOn new<>, Amenca W<.I'> 

able to v1ew :-.everal Green peace 1-ealot" 
motonnu out 111 their fosstl-fuel-pO\\Cred rubber 
bo.tt to ~he shtp formerly kno\\ n at the Exxon 
Valdez, hreakmg o~t their h1gh-tech .cdns qf 
aero-=;ol sp1·ay pamt, and engagmg m a 
well-pubhctzed lilegal a<_:t of graffiti 

Wteldmu her can' of pamt proudly , dntl 
'icre,cchmg"' about t'he world's•unhealthy de('>cn't!­
ence on fo<>sil fuel<>, a Grce11PCdCe reprc::.cnt.J­
trvc dangled from the slup m her petroleum­
based -=;urvival 'iUit, spraymg madly 

I gue<>s the le:-.son we are <;upposed to learn l'i 

11 's OK to be a hypocnte- usmg oil to help make 
~our pomt that \\'e -=;houldn't contmuc · u-.c 'Oil 
And It's OK to break the law, breech Sl ui .1\ <~nd 
dc'ipml someone ei'ic's propcrfy If 11 '•.:lr our 
C<IU'iC 

Never mmd that the US and Ala'·-<~ ." ~ed 
-.omc of the toughest envrronmcntal w::- the 
world foliO\\ mg tht:-. mc1dent Nevel ::. ·: •· th,lt 
the le<><>on has been learned and ml opcr.Jtorc; arc 
held, to the stnctest standards ,m their Ala-.~.t 
oper,uwns Pubiicizmg, th-e Improvements t h<~l 
ha\'c resulted ,m the last ftve ~care; wouldr. t 

m.1kc good press or ra1c;e bucks , 
I hope people see these cheap pubhc relatH~n" 

act<, b\ the ennt;onmental commumty for 
exact h.-what they are- a way to ra1se money f01 
Greenpedce and other environmental defendl'r~ 
!\Javhe they plan to buy more b<;>ats wtth the ca<>h 

- - Debbzc Rcum~and, executive drrc<·tol 
ArctiC Powe1 
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Exxon attempt to put do~lar va~ue 

on culture Ss unaccepta ie 

By GEORGE N. AHMAOCSAK, SR. 
What pnce do you place on you1· 
culture' Its practices and custom<; a'> 
handed down through the genei·a­
twns1 

Fnday, I - as an AIJska NJtl\e 
leader- will listen mtently, as will my 
fellow Alaska Natives m the Pnnce 
Wilham Sound, to the latest develop­
ments m the Exxon Valde.l case Oral 
arguments are scheduled over funda­
mental questiOns Will the feder,tl 
d1stnct court Judge allow compen~d­
tory damages to the Alutuq'>' 'iub<>I'it­
ence lifestyle and resources resultmg -
from that hornble accident' Or will he 
buy Exxon's argument that "They do 
have grocery stores, aft~r all' 

We Inupwt on the North Slope 
empatluzed and watched. dlong with 
all other Alaskans, m hmToi· at the 011 
spill· and the attempts to clean soiled 
waters and beaches A':> d peoplt' whose 
culture and customs a1·e mextncahl\ 
tied to the subsistence resoui·ce-, 1;1 
our area, we wonde1·ed, "What c1bout 
the seals' The fish' The bn·ds") The 
whales' How will the Alutuq survive'" 

I am a whalmg captam Every year. 

Cset fm·th with my crew Each spnng, 
\\·e watch for open leads In the fall. we 
p1·ay for calm waters Perhaps a whale 
will offer Itself to us In a successful 
hunt, every ntuai.- every bit of 
,~hanng, l'> governed by ancient rule'> 
thai hold together and defme our 
culture 

l\1~ wife ,md I have responsibiiitie'> 
mo ·d simp)) by the f.tct that we <Ire 
Inu, ..Jt - and an Inupwt '' halmg 
family completes' all the ta'>h'> 
necessm·y regardless of- the <::,e.t'ion I 
cannot em·Ision Circumstance<; where 
we could n(>t do so Nor can I Imdgme 
the effects on my famii~ ',md my 
people were we suddenh· unable to 
harvest other resources -

Given the Ice- condition<; on the 
No1·th Slope. \\e are fortunate that the 
mlmdu'iti·y l1<1s chosen not to ship over 
OUr Waters Imagine, howevei, If It ' 
\\ei·e otherwi'ic1 And the same thmg 

happened here that did m the Prmce 
Wilham' Sound' 

The No1·th Slope Borough ha'> .t 

stnmg workmg relatwnsh1p with the 
ml compame':> m our regwn, but what 
seemmgly would be mconcel\•able 111 

tenno:; of the mduo:;try's responsibiiit) 
fm· ml spill-related damages 1~ 
happemng to our I'elanves m the 
Pnnce Wilham Sound In the unlikely 
event of a maJor spill, whether 
on<;hore or offshore, would we, too, be 
forced to contend with Exll.on's 
attitude' ("They can always go to the 
supennarket ") Whe1·e would we 
~eek 1·edreo:;s1 

Ex)\(m's attempt to limit Its habiiit) 
to <;tnctl) commercial mterests IS 
~m,Iply un,tcceptable E'\ '\On argues 
thc1t "<,ubo:;Istence" IS a nght accm·ded 
to all Ala<;han'> True enough We 
Ala~k.m '> spend .t lot of time and 
energy f1ghtmg O\ er nghts to certam 
catche'i of this <;tate'<> considerable 
re'>OUI"CC~ 

On the other h<~nd. what happen-> 
" hen d people's cu<;toms and practice., 
are so badly disrupted, ~'hose O\\ n 
pattetn'i of shanng and passmg on 
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cultural trddlttons are "put on hold"' 
In e<::,sen<...e, what the Judge wtll hear 
from Exxon ts that - "Just wait The 
ftsh will come back The seals will 
come back The bu·ds wtll come back 
Gtve tt mne, then you can get bacK. to 
yout· me tTy busmcss " 

Exxon's legal arguments' mtss the 
pomt You hurt, you pay Exxon wants 
the Alutuq to demonstrate, 111 cash 
value, the extent of thetr InJUries 
Exxon wants quanttftcatton 

"Exactly how many Urnes 'dtd you 
and your fanuly, mcludmg your, 
grandparents rely on seal meat for 
sustenance over the past, oh, say, stx 
years"~" Exxon wants to reduce the 
damage to an enttre culture to such 
"measurable" parameters as "Dtd you 
seek psychologtcal help because your 
huntmg was prevented'" 

The Alutuq cannot afford , that 
attttude Nm· can theu· fellow Alaska 
Natt\'eS Exxon I'i ftghtmg everx mch 
to hnut tts habtiity for the damage , 
<...duscd by the otl sptll 

I, personally -but espectall) as d 

leader- would w;lnt <;omcone to pay 
for .tn avOidable acctdent that dtd so 

' " 
much luu·m to my people:..: 

Exxon's hahthty e>.tend'i beyond 
the "prove to us how much money you 
lost" aspect 

Under the cu·cumstanccs, and 
constdenng the dan1age mvolved, 
Alutuq 111 the Pn'ncc Wtlham Sound 
should be accorded compensatory 
damages I shudder at the thought of 
what thcv ah·eady have had to•endurc 

In con'trast to Ell.xon's charactenza­
ttons, I know, like most other Alaskans 
111 the,rut·al and coastal areas, we can't 
JUSt htt the grocery store Our entire 
lives are bound by subststence The 
heart of all Alaska Nattve cultures t'> 
based on a stmple struggle for 
survtval 

The dtfference now ts that we hve 
111 a world where someone IS try111g to 
force us to put a dollar value on our 
cultural practtces, Ell.xon ts ask111g the 
JUdge to dtsn'Itss the Alutuqs' very real 
clatm<; on ratiOnale that they ca'n 
always go oppmg 

.J George t, .ogak Sr IS the mayor of 
the North Sl ~ B~ ::lugh 

11 
I 
'I 
'I 

! 
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Greenpeace paints ,;Exxon 
Valdez' on renamed tanker 

The Assocrated Press 

FREEPORT, Bah.lma~ 
Envrronmental proteMers parnt­
ed "Exxon Vuldez" on the hull 
of the renamed lanker that live 
years ago spilled II million bar­
rels of oilrnlo Alaskan water<> 

The ship, now called the 
SeaRrver Medilemmean and ~till 
owned by Exxon, was unload­
ing U.S.-bound oil onlo smaller 
tankers, South Riding Point ~hip 
supervisor Angelo Hall said 
Tuesday. 

The pJOLe'>t was intended to 
mark the upcoming fifth 
annrver1>ary of the March 24, 
1989, Exxon Valde7. ~prll, fhe 
wor<;l in U.S. hrc;lor ,J 
Greenpeace spokeo,won: 11-

llua Ru~l 

"There are far fewe• em r­
ronmental regul.ltion'- n the 
Bahamas than m the United 
Stale~." Ru<;l <;wd "And I Hunk 
Exxon wanted to avoid hnnging 
thrc; supertanker mto U S water' 

o,o clo~e to the anmverc;ary ol the 
sprll" 

The o,lop 111 the Bahamac; ,., the 
o,hrp'c; liro;t retmn to North Amenca 
<;mce 11 wac; rep,ured after the Ala~ka 
l>prll. <;;ud Ar1hur Stephen, o,poke~man 
for Exxon'<; <.hrpprng o;ubo,idiary 
SeaRiver M:mtune m llou<,lon ll1e 
tanker ha<; made 46 voyagec; since 
then. lllO<;I in I he Mediterranean. and 

•~ now awartmg 11~ next ao,~rgnment 
' Stephen ~ard the prole<;! Tue~day 

wa<; broken up by local authorrtrec; 
and drd not aflect the ~lup'~ opera­
liOns. 

The ac1wr1 mvolved ahout 15 
Greenpeace pwtesters in four small 
boatc;, sard Hall. 

They approached the shap and 
wrote Exxon V .tldez m large whrte 
Jell ere; on the c;hrp ·~ hull They alc;o 
clnnhed onto a c;ea .tnchor and 
unfurled an anti-polfuiJOn banner, 
Ruc;t snid 

Pollee reported to the c;cene, but 
Hall sa1d there were no unrnedrate 
arrests 

Greenpeace c;ard the protl'" wac; 
not c;unply to recall the c;pill m Pnnce 
Wrlham Sound, hutto alert the puh­
lic to the ongomg danger of f osc;rf 
fuels.c 

"Even if the lanker's n'ot c;pillmg 
orl into the water. rl's <;prlhng or I mlo 
the <;ky m the form of carbon drox­
rde,'' Ruc;t c,ard 

Some c;crenli'>l~ believe th,ll 
mcreac;ed level~ of carbon droxrde m 
the atmoc;phere from burnrng foc;.,l 
fuels could alter the world'~ clrmate 
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Blues processional canceled 

By Cindy M. Stimson 

The Cordova T1mes 

On March 26, near the fifth 
anmverc;ary of the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill, some Cordovanc; -
includmg Mayor Margy John­
son - wanted to "Bury the 
Blues," the1r answer to gettmg 
rid of woes and troublec; left m 
the aftermath of the spill. 

They were, that is, until the 
event wac; canceled, according 
to mfonna11on releac;ed last week 
by the Bury the Blues commit­
tee. 

Iri a ictter to The Cordova 
Time1>, J.R. Lewis, manager of 
KLAM rad10 and a member of 
the Bury the Blues planmng 
commrttee, said he had encoun-' 
tered many people wary of the 
concept from the start 

Lewrc; c;ays the a1m of Bury 
the Blues was to "allow Cor­
dovans who are tired of fighting 
w1Lh each other to come togeth­
er and have <;ome fun.'' 

Mavor Johno,on o,;ud rt \\a~ a 
comm;tlee decrc;ron to cancel the 
proce~<;Jon · 

"We wanted c;ometlung to m.ul-.. 
the fifth year and 11 wac; meant to be 
a po~llrve event," ~he sard . 

Although c;he hac; voted m fJvor 
of 011 exploratron and development 
in the Gulf of Alaska, Mayor Margy 
Johnson wac; a leadmg force behmd 
the <;ea-bunal of the Exxon Valdez 
ml spill troubles. 

Johnc;on said the Bury the Blue<; 
ceremony was a way to bury the 
past and get on wrth the future 

She acknowledged that the event 
wa-; not for e\·eryone and that parts 
of PWS have not yet healed 

'We wanted something to mark the fifth year 
and it was meant to be a positive event.' 

"It's tune to move on, to look 
mto our bng.ht future ahead and kick 
free of the blues that keep draggmg 
th1s community back into the sprll 
era," Johnc;on saJd. 

R1ch Sept1en d1sagrees 
In a rebullalletter wntten to the 

T1mes on March 3 concemmg the 
event, Septren c;,tyo, he r~n 'table to 
"forg1ve and forget •· 

Sep11en wrote, "1 fmd rt qurte 
rnapproprrate to take emphac;r~ off 
what Exxon d1d m 19R9. Ju~trce h,l'> 
not yet heen served. To forgrve 
Exxon wrthout JU'itrce beuig <;erved 
can be equated to <;omeone rapmg 
and kllhng your mother, then tellmg 
you, JU~I forg1ve them and gel on 
with your hfe- while the perpe­
trator Jc; SIJII at large. 

"It seemc; every time I hear thrs 
'forg1ve and get on wrth your lrfe' 
statement; 1t's commg from some­
one who is not under the financral 
gun becauc;e of the ml spill," sard _ 
Septren. 

"Feeltngs are still very lender 
where this IS concerned," Johnson 
said. "I thmk we do need to do 
something to mark the fifth 

-Margy Johnson 
Mayor 

(annrverc;Jry) of the <;prll, but the 
Cuy rc; handlmg that now " 

lnterrm Crty Manager Ed Zerne 
c;Jrd ,!1 one tune the Crty wac; plan­
nrng !o do c;omethmg to commem­

-orate the annrver~ary, but they've 
smce decrded to do nothrng rn~lead 

"We're gomg to let rl rest for 
now, maybe we'll do somelhmg Lhr~ 
c;ummer, but for nght now, we're 
not gomg to do anythmg." sard 
Zerne 

Lewrc; blame~ the lack of med1a 
coverage a~ one reason the Bury the 
Bluec; 1dea failed 

"All of the local medra c;hould 
have done more to explam the pur­
po~e of thr~ event really wa~ Ac; a 
result of rnadequate rnformalron, a 
good 1dea has been k1lled by 
rumors, polrtrcc; and here~y." wrote 
Lewrs 
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Pu.bHc Forum 
Commemoralmg the 5thAnnwersary of the Exxon Valdez Otl Sp11l 

From Bligh Reef 
to a Blighted Planet 

Globallmplicatwns of the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill · 

and Alaska Conservation Foundalwn's 
CeXila H1!lllDltel!' aml!ll O!aW. Mme Awrund!- Presentations 

Marrdn 24, J!.994 a11: 7:30 p.m. 
Loussac Ltbrarv Wtlda Marston Theater o 3600 Denah Street 

!Featured Speallteli'S 
llw Trulh .1h0lll tht Lone;-tem1 Impacts of the Sp1ll • IDr lWu Ott 

lnt!'rn.!IJOIIall't:rsprrll\'C on B1g 01l• !Paul Holl'Sman 
lllt ClmMtt Comi('('taon • Dr Jeremy !Leggett 

1 It dlllll! l'nn< <' Walham Sound The N_t~d lor Prot<"ctmg Coastal Ramforc~t • RJck Stemer 

!:opon,ortd b\' Grrcnpr.l('(' (277-8234) and the Alaska Codf,tal R.l.mforcst Campa1gn (274-72-l6)' 
~ -
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Memories keep Exxon Valdez 

il ill aliv 

By MARYBETH HOLLEMAN 

RINCE WILLIAM SOUND - The weather 
was warm and clear last July, as our boat 
pulled away from Whittier for a five-day tour 

of Prince Wilham Sound The last ttme we'd seen 
such perfect conditiOns m the Sound was nearly 
four years earlier on Penry Island, where we'd spent 
a week observmg the effects of the Exxon Valdez oil 
Spill Back then, we awoke every mormng hopmg 
for cooler weather, the hot sun on the beach outside 
our tents made the ml soft and vaporous, wtth fumes 
that made our heads ache. But this trnp was more 
pleasant I was out w1th my husband and son to 
enjoy the solitude and beauty of the Sound's 
wilderness, JUSt as we've done every summer for 
nearly 10 years The weather was so nice we wore 
T-sh1rts and shorts~ as we crossed the calm, 
ghttenng waters m late afternoon hght. 

' As we approached the fam1har shape of West 
Twm Bay on Perry Island, however, I began to feel 
uneasy I remembered the huge barge that sat m the 
middle of the bay that summer of the spill It 
seemed then hke a large metal Island, bmught there 
to clean the oiled seaweed hauled to Its s1de by 
f1shmg boats, trollmg for a different catch that 
season. I toured the barge and even JOmed a Fourth 
of July p1cmc on Its football-field-size deck But that 

I \._ 

was then. Last summer, the only boat in West Twm 
Bay was ours We anchored behmd a sp1t at the 
bay's end and watched the sun set In the fadmg 
hght, we sp1ed a solitary sea otter d1vmg for food 
offshore 

In the mormng, I walked the beach- up one s1de 
of the spit, down the other Offlc1ally, 1t hadn't been 
mled But m that summer of '89 we'd seen tarballs 
there among the white gramte stones I found no 
tarballs th1s tnp, but I looked tw1ce at every 
ddrk-colored rock 

I remembered VISiting a beach on the other s1de 
of ,Perry Island a year after the spill The gray 
cobblestones at Meares Pomt looked clean there, 
too - it was a "high- energy" beach that got 
scrubbed and reshaped by wmter storms St1ll, one 
of us took a shovel and dug down about a foot, and 
there It was· a thick pool of ml 

Except for the clanty of such memones, 11 was 
hard to believe now that there'd ever been so much 
human activity m th1s place Lookmg mland last 
summer, all I could see was the patchwork of dark 
spruce, emerald meadows and tan rock outcrop­
pings of the h1lls and mountams All I heard was the 
h1gh-p1tched cackling of an eagle Scanmng the 
water, all I saw were the npples made by f1sh, otters 
and seabirds. 

Over the next few days, we traveled Prmce 
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Wilham Sound as far as Whale' Bay and Chenega 
Island We saw only f1ve boats, all of them there for 
pleasure or f1shmg. We passed a series of rocks on 
rhe water's edge, so smooth they looked like thev'd 
melted m the heat. Upon them were four sea hons, 
brown velvet baskmg in sunhght. I was glad to see 
them agam, the summer of the spill, we d1dn't 
observe any sea hons hauled out there, though m 
yeat·s past, nearly a dozen frequented these rocks 
every afternoon 

For the rest of our tnp, I was reminded of the 
spill both by what I saw and what I didn't see. I 
found what I came for: a maze of bogs sprinkled 
With sundews and 1ns leadmg to a crystal lake 
columns of ice calvmg from a tidewater glac1e~ 
sendmg long waves to rock our boat, a wave of sea 
hons snorting and Circling us, Dall porpoises arcmg 
m front of our, bow. But I also found some pamful 
memones. 

An? I k':low no~ that as long as we have memory, 
the ml sp1ll won t go away Pools of oil st1ll lay 
hidden under rocks Sea b1rds and mammals st1ll 
struggle to recover F1sh stocks are stdl less 
predictable than before Even after those outward 
s1gns of the sp11I fade, our memones will not. --

J Marybeth Holleman teaches wntrng at the Umversrty of 
Alaska Anchorage. 
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Five Years Laterr: What have we learned? 
A free public forum and status report 

Ol!l the Exxon Valdez oil spi!l. 

Sponsored by the E.non Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
March 22, 1994, 1·5 PM 

Regal Alaskan Hotel, 4800 Spenard Road, Anchorage 

• Updated 111formaiJ(ln on past effects of the spill and a discussion 
regard111g the outl''')k tor the future 

G Map!>, photos, computer programs and other up to date 
mformahon about re!>torahon of the E.non Valdez oil spill will be 
on d1..,piay 

" Sooal hour followmg the program to meet the sCientists and the 
Trustee Counol 

o Persons who may'need a special modification 111 order to 
parhopate 111 tlus meet111g should contact L.J Evans or Carne 
Holba at 278-8008 to make any necessary arrangements 

" For more mformahon contact the E1:xon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council, 645 G St, Smte_401, Anchorage, AK 99501 or call 
907/27o-l'll12, toll fm.! \\'Ithm Alaska at 800/478-7745, oubide 
Ala!-oka at 800/283-7745 -
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Scientific 
investigation 
continues 

The Associated /Press 
ANCHORAGE-Two more 

conferences are scllledulled in 
Anchorage this week to coincide 
with the fifth mmiversa.ry of the 
Exxon Val!dez spill, already the 
most scrutinized disaster of its 
kind. 

A three-day meeting begin­
ning Wednesday concentrates 
on oil-spill prevention in the 
wake of the Prince Wmiam 
Sound spill. A second meetmg, 
the day before :will !ook at pro­
jects to restore the E!nviron­
ment. 

, Other scientific sessions over 
the past year have pitted Ex­
xon's optimistic findings re­
garding the damage caused by 
the spill. against more guarded 
forecasts produced by govern­
ment agencies. 

Numerous reports have de­
tailed the damage: Harbor 
seals, sea otters, pink salmon, 
Pacific herring and several 
kinds ofbu~mcluwmgcom­
mon murres and harlequin 
ducks-show "little or no sign" 
of recovery m Prince William 
Sound, the state says. 

HeiTing losses are significant, 
experts say, since the small fish 
are targeted by commerciiai 
fishermen and are a key link in 

the sound's food chain. Mean­
while, survey teains at Sleepy 
JBay last year reported oil float­
ing to the surface after chemical! 
treatment. 

Pete Peterson, a Universlity of 
North Carolina marine. scien­
tist, said the sound's mussel 
beds are a lingering concern. 
Mussel colonies act like ar~or, 
shielding any oil trapped under 
the beds. Peterson says trapped 
oil may contribute to chrome, 
low-grade pollution that could 
do damage over time. 

_ Other species proved nature's 
resilience Thirteen luller 
whales disappeared from a 
Prmce Wllham Sound pod be­
tween 1988 and 1990, state scien­
tists say that group is growing 
agam. 

As many as 300 bald eagle~ 
died in the spill F1ve years la­
ter, a draft plan for Prmce Wnl­
liam Sound restoratiOn notes 
that eagles already may have 
recovered. 
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IF!lwe 'Wears la!lftcer: Wlhla~ Hawce We leU'lllled? 
.& tiree pub!i(C lfol!f'mlm ud ~tal.tu.s lZ'epori Ollll 

One l&ueJJJ Valdez oii SipUR. 
Sponsored by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

March 22, 1994, 1~5 p.m. 
Regal Alaskan Hotel, 4800 Spenard Road, Anchorage 

<ll Updated mfonnatJon on p .. st effects of the spill a11d a Gl!,<.U~swn regarding the 
outlook for the future 

e Maps, photos, com_puter programs and other up to date mfonnatwn about 
restoration of the E:vcon Valdez oil spill will be on display _ 

<11 Social hour followmg the progr~ to meet the scJe~tJsts and the Trustee Council 

e Persons who 'may need a special mQchfication m order to participate m th1s 
meetmg should contact L.J Evans or Carne Holba at 278-8008 to make any 
necessary arrangements -

o For more mfonnatJon contact the'Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee Council, 645 
G St:, Su1te 401, Anchorage, AK 99501 or call 907/278·8012, toll free w1thm 
Alaska at 800/478-7745, outside Alaska at 800/283-7745 
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, IEFI!~ KO!Jl. I Dady News file photo 

Oil spills from the tanker Exxon Valdez after it ran aground on Bligh Reef in Pnnce Wilham Sound. 

0 Seventeen people who had roles in the Exxon Valdez 011 spill or the 
cleanup and investigations that followed reflect on the effects of the worst 
oil spill in U.S. history and talk about what they're doing now Metm, [Bo1l 

r 
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IBy KIM fAIR A lAO 
Datly News bustness reporter 

No one has forgotten the 
footage of the stranded tank­
er belchmg waves of thick, 
black crude into Prince Wil­
ham Sound, or the photos of 
oiled otters, belly up on 
blackened beaches. 

Yet while major gams in 
tanker safety have been 
made since the Exxon Val­
dez disaster that began five 
years ago today, some of the 
Sound's protectors say Alas­
kans are forgetting how dif­
ficult it is to clean a cata­
strophic spill and are losing 
the will . to fight, for costly 
protection 

The resulting complacen­
cy, those activists say, IS 

slowing needed refonns and 
threatening to undo some of 
the improvements in spill 
protection made since 1989. 

Only months ago, there 
was a striking echo of the 
unpreparedness that marked 
the early effort at deanmg 
up the 11-million-gallon spill 
from the Exxon Valdez. In 
each, case, a barge was in­
volved. 

Just how badly the indus­
try was prepared in 1989 
became apparent after the 
12:27 a.m radio !Jlessage 
from Capt. Joseph Hazel­
wood to the Coast Guard in 
Valdez 

"We've fetched up hard 
aground north of Goose Is­
land off Bligh Reef," Hazel­
wood said in a slow, deep 
monotone "Evidently we're 
leaking some oil, and we're 
going to be here for a 
while" 

T~ du~~s 
' ' 

the pa~n~ 
urg ·ncy 

In the hours that fol­
lowed, Alyeska Pipeline Ser­
vice Co. workers struggled 
in t~e dark to reload cleanup 
equipment onto the compa­
ny's· spill-response barge. 
Some equipment was in 
warehouses. Some was bur~ 
ied under mounds of Valdez 
snow 

The barge had been un­
loaded weeks before for re­
pairs and had not been read­
led for service. 

The barge made. it to the 
stricken sh1p 14 hours later 
- and hours too late. By 
then, the bulk of the oil that 
spilled had escaped into the 
Sound 

Last December - fou.r 
years and e1ght months after 
that disaster- Alyeska sent 
xts largest barge out of state 
for maintenance. , 

The state Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
could have demanded .the 
barge stay put until a re­
placement was found But It 
didn't 

Steve Provant, the depart­
ment's top man for spill 
prevention -in Valdez, be­
lieved Alyeska 's assurances 
that it could handle a spill 
using backup eqUipment ·on 
other barges. 

Provant, the official who 
directed the state's cleanup' 
effort after the Exxon Val­
dez spill, changed ·his mind 
when a test of a backup 
skimmer failed But it was 
too late The barge was 
gone, and a new one couldn't 
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get there for several weeks 
Alyeska, owned by seven 

of the North Slope oil pro- . 
ducmg~companies, won't be 
punished for the barge inci­
dent. But the state has pro­
posed fining 'the tanker com­
pani~s that have 
spill-cleanup agreements 
with Alyeska a total of, , 
$110,000. ,, 

"Complacency is insidious 
and this is how It starts," 
said Joe Banta, a spill -spe­
cialist with the Prmce Wil­
liam Sound Regwnal Citi­
zens' Advisory Council, an 
oil-industry watchdog group 
"People say nothmg hap­
pened, so it's OK. But we 
can't say that because 
what's ,the next step back­
ward? The pomt is, had we 
had a spill, we might really 
not have done as good a job 
because this barge was~ 
gone." 

Evep the most die-hard 
environmental defenders of' 
Prince, William Sound agree 
the oil industry's ability to 
prevent and react to spills 
has dramatically improved 
since 'March 1989. In most~ 
cases, the clianges were man­
dated by a flurry of state 
and federal laws_ passed in 
the wake of the _Exxon Val­
dez 

Tankers that relied mam­
ly on the skills of thei~ crew 
to keep them out of trouble 
m the sometimes stormy 
Sound now have a virtual 
annada of escort vessels to 
choose from. Each ship is 
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'Co~placency is insidious and this is how it starts. People say 
nothmg happened, so it's OK. But we can't say that because what's 
the next step backward? The point is, had we had a spill, we might 
really not have done as good a job because this barge was gone. ' 

trailed by at least one tug, 
which could push or pull the 
tanker away from danger, 
and a response vessel carry­
mg cleanup equipment in 
case the rescue fails. 

T,1e escort vessels' much­
expanded inventory of spill­
fighting equipment is con­
sidered among the best in 
the world, 'and their crews 
have practiced cleanup ma­
neuvers countless times dur­
ing the past five years 

The Coast Guard stiffened 
rules for safe travel through 
the Sound, forbidding sail-

1 mg in high wmds The agen-
. cy also expects to finish In­

stalling a tanker tracking 
system this summer that 
will finally allow it to keep 
tabs on ships all the way 
through the Sound 

Alyeska has mstituted 
tight procedures designed to 
catch drunken crew mem­
bers before they board their 
ships Hazelwood was 
charged with drunkenness 
afte:r;- the disaster, though a 
jury acquitted him 

And in case the Coast 
Guard or other regulators go 
soft on industry - as was 
widely charged after the 
Exxon Valdez disaster -
two citizens' groups have 
been created that bird-dog 
their activities and those -of 
the oil companies. 

The older of the groups, 
the Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizens' Advisory 
Council, spends a lot of time 
nudging regulators to take a 
tougher stance with industry 
on such issues as how much 
spill eqUipmen1 is needed. 

-Joe Banta, Pnnce Wrlham Sound Regronal Crtrzens' Advrsory Councrl 

The group receives more 
than $2 million a year for its 
work from the oil industry 
and spends much of its mon­
ey on scientific and technical 
studies that test oil-industry 
assertions about pollution 
and spill prep~redness 

But even with all the im­
provements, environmental 
regulators and activists say, 
more needs to be done to 
keep history from repeating 
itself. 

Some major battles have 
ended in compromises that 
will delay improvements for 
years 

In 1990, Congress required 
oil tankers to have a double 
hull, but allowed ship own­
ers up to 25 years to switch. 
The hulls would add what 
govemment and other ex­
perts say is a critical layer 
of protection between a 
ship's cargo tanks and the 
rocks and reefs that could 
tear them open. 

That same year, Arco Ma­
rine tried unsuccessfully to 
mterest Alaska's other ml 
shippers to join it in design­
ing a super skimmer to aug­
ment crude cleanup by small 
skimmers that slurp oil 

Jay Kitchener, an Arco 
Marine official, said at the 
tlme' that such improved 
spill technology was crucial 
to giving oil compames a 
fighting chance to pick up 
more- than just a fractiOn of 
Exxon Valdez-sized spills 

Other battles continue. 
The Prmce William Sound 

Regional Citizens' Advisory 
CoLincil, or RCAC, is leading 
the fight to get more weath­
er stations installed in the 

Sound, arguing that the 
Coast Guard's wind restnc­
tions make sense only If the 
agency knows how hard the 
wmd IS blowing. 

The Valdez Coast Guard 
station agrees that it knows 
very little about the weather 
in much of the Sound and 
relies on ships to report on 
high winds by radio Offi­
Cials there have asked for 
more money from their 
Washmgton, D.C., headquar­
ters to add reportmg 
stations, but have not yet 
won approval 

RCAC also IS pushing reg­
ulators to consider makmg 
Alyeska add versatile tugs 
to its response fleet The 
citizens' group has joined 
shippers in paymg for a 
study of the tugs and other 
response equipment that IS 
expected to be completed 
this year 

Fishermen and environ­
mentalists are still pushmg 
the Coast Guard to order 
tanker escorts in less-trav­
eled Cook Inlet And Dan 
Lawn, a longtime DEC offi­
cial and oil-industry critic, 1s 
still hoping for rules that 
would mcrease the size of 
tanker crews to reduce fa­
tigue on ships. 

At the same time, battles 
that already were won are 
bemg refought. 

RCAC's Joe Banta is try­
ing to get regulators to ad­
here to post-Exxon Valdez 
legislation that required 
agencies to stash spill:re­
sponse equipment at depots 
around the state 

The law, passed m 1989. 
was wntten to ensure that 

·' 
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themselves from spills Ii In­

dustry and government 
spill-fighters were over­
whelmed Banta recalled 
that volunteers were forced 
to build booms made of .logs 
dunng the Ex?Con Valdez 
spill because no' other boom 
was available. 

No depots have been cre­
ated yet. Pete Wuerpel of the 
state's diviswn of emergency 
services which is charged 
with c;eating th'e depots, 
says the division has so far 
purchased a communications 
system for use m remote 
areas He says such systems 
are essential to efficient 
spill cleanup. 

Wuerpel blames the DEC 
for delays in getting other 
equipment, saying the agen­
cy officials _haven't said 
what they think would work 
best. The DEC says it has 
been difficult to figure that 
out because each communi­
ty's needs are different. The 
agency is testing equipment 
this year so it can make 
recommendatio-ns to the 
emergency services division 

RCAC also is expecting to 
follow up results of a 1992 
study showing some tankers 
plying Prince Wilham Sound 
would need hours - and in 
one case, days - to deploy 
towing gear mandated years 
ago Tankers that losEi! power 
can use the cables to connect 
to tugs that can control the 
bigger ships' movement. The 
Sound's tugs also have tow­
ing gear, but the author of 
the study said_a good towing 
system deployed from a 
tanker would likely work 
better in stormy seas. 

With so much to accom­
plish, oil-spill activists say 

they need , every ounce _of 
support they can get from 
the public, the regulators, 
the legislature and the in­
dustry Instead, they say. 
attentiOn is straying, threat­
emng not only future re­
forms but those already 
made. 

Stan Stephens, a ,Valdez 
charter boat operator who 
heads RCAC, and others say 
DEC will need' to be more 
aggressive if it hopes to 
keep up with an oil industry 
increasingly concemed ·with 
saving money as production 
declines. 

That decline already has 
had an effect. Late last year 
Alyeska announced it would 
cut the number of people 
who tie up tankers for load­
ing. The company cited de­
clming oil production for the 
cutbacks. Company officials 
said that if they needed help 
with the tankers, they 
would call in workers whose 
only job had been to prepare 
for oil spills. 

Alyeska said the move 
won't hurt oil-spill pre­
paredness because it Will on­
ly need the workers occa­
sionally. But environmental 
activists see history repeat­
mg itself. Alyeska disman­
tled the crews dedicated to 
oil-spill response in the ear­
ly '80s Those crews w~re 
re-created-June 1, 1989, after 
a frustrated Gov. Steve 
Cowper put pressure 'on 
Alyeska-

In the legislature, politi­
cians sympathetic to the oil 
industry, including Republi­
can Rep. Joe Green, continue 
to try to roll back a 5-cents­
a-barrel tax impose·d on 
Alaska crude after the 
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Exxon Valdez spill The tax 
is expected to rmse $26 mil­
lion 'this year 

The legislature enacted 
the tax In 1989 so the state 
would have the abihty to· 
clean up oil and- other haz­
ardous spills But the money 
is paid into a fund with 
broader uses, and it has be­
come an important funding 
source for the DEC. The 
agency is usmg the money m 
part to beef up monitoring 
of companies' abilities to 
clean up oil and other types 
of spills. 

Mead Treadwell, deputy 
DEC commissioner, said the 
idea behind the increased 
inspections is· to avoid re­
peating past mistakes Al­
though Alyeska had a spill­
response plan in 1989, regu­
lators hadn '.t carefully 
checked to see if it was -
doable It wasn't. 

Industry supporters have 
argued that the oil industry 
shouldn't have to pay for 
nonoil cleanups, but a re­
cently released -legislative 
audit says the tax money ~ 
can be used for those J?Ur­
poses. 

The audit also -says fund­
mg cuts could 'Jeopardize 
DEC's ability to maintain a 
viable prevention program, 
which it suggests is key to 
avoiding another Exxon Val­
dez disaster. The auditors 
noted that the state oil spill 
commission investigating 
the spill bla!lled the disaster 
m good part on the lack of 
focus on preventiOn and on 
complacency. 

"We wonder whether com­
placency is agam tal~ing 
root," the audit smd 
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Today the News-Miner begms 
a three-day series to mark the 
fifth anniversary of the na­
tion's worst oil spill, the iElO(OI'I 

Valdez disaster of March 24, 
1989. 
G Today: The spill touched 
many lives. Some have be­
nefitted, otheii'S have suffered, 
but one thing is sure: l1fe will 
never be the same in Prince 
Wmoam Sound. 
ll Mondayt--Cordova, hit hard 
by the spm, fights to rid itself 
of complications caused by 
the disaster and looks forward 
to its day in court against !Ex­
xon. Meanwhile, biologists 
say the fish aren't coming 
back. 
!:J Tuesaav-could it hap­
pen agam 7 Since the spill, the 
oil industry has spent millions 
on spill prevention. News­
Mmer Staff Wnter !Kelly Bos­
tian takes a ride on a Ship 
Escort Response Vessel tailing 
an oil tanker through Prmce 
Wilham Sound. 

I 
Bv ll<fEIL!L V SOS'lf'QAU\11 
Staff Writer 

s 
VALDEZ-Stan Stephens sat 

back m his doWl!ltoWl!l Valdez 
business offiice one Sunday 
morning and looked out the front 
windows to snow-covered moun­
tams and slushy streets. 

The captain and tour boat 
business operator looked every 
bit the art of an old salt. His 
steen reflected the 
bright morning light. A close­
trimmed beard traced his jaw­
line, an extension of his tl!iruililg 
hak, whlte as hoarfrost. 

He looked often out that win­
dow as he discussed the past five 
years. 

Much has changed lin hls life 
and the lives of others smce the 
EX.l'l:on Valdez struck Bligh Reef 
some .50 milles southeast of the 
port toW!l and dumped an esti­
mated :U million gallons of 
crude into Prince William 
Sound. 

Like a stam on a white 
smrt, the sp· isn't something 
easlly wiped away. Five years 
later, a sheen remains over life 
lin the sound's commwrities. 

In the summer Stephens rWlS 
a fleet of boats, urging tourists to 
"see the sound," as he has since 
11.971. In the winter be spends 40 
to 60 hours a week as an oil indus­
try watchdog, doing what he can 
to ensure another spiU won't 
happen. 
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"][don't tlhink I have stopped 
ever since- then (the spiU) , " 
Stephens said. "It has totally, 
totalllly changed my llie. I have 
no free time anymore, because 
you try to make up time spent on 
the, issues to keep your OWll busi­
ness 1'1llllming." 

For better or for worse, people 
lin communiities as diverse as 
V alldez, an oil toWJil at one end of 
the Richardson Highway, and 
Chenega, a remote Native vil­
lage, will never be the same. 

V a.lldez has prospered the past 
flive years. The spin was far 
from the town and the crude 
flowed soutwest and away. The 
greatest effect was a huge influx 
of laborers seeking high-paying 
cleanup jobs. Residents had to 
put up with lines at the post 
office, traffic jams, fender­
benders, and crowds. It was 
tourist season mwtiphed by five 
hundred. 

As the home of Alyeska Pipe­
line Service Co.'s Val.dez Marine 
Terminal, the city is growling as 
the company adds staff and 
builds new facilities to better 
handle its marine traffic and ex­
pand efforts to avoid another 
spill. 

The only problems are a hous­
ing crunch and that utility sys­
tems are bemg used to near 
maximums. Stories of rent 
price-gouging are surfacmg 
The charter boat fleet expanded 
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ON THE ROCKS-A tanker lightens the load of the Exxon Valdez as it sits grounded at Bligh Reef 
rn March 1989. The tanker spilled about 11 million gallons of crude oil 
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Mike Mathers!News-Miner 1989 photo 

fOltll JOB--A deanup worker hoist~ an oiled mass from 
the waters ofiPrince Wiiliam Sound m March 1989. 
on oil spill clleanup :money. The,' '·, A village of atx',ut 00 people in 
tourists are back m numbers winter and 350 iurn the- summer, 
gJreater than ever. Chenega gre~ off the bounty of 

H's a different story at fishandwi.l.cilifeharvestedfrom 
Chenega, 80 miles to the south- -tlie protected waters that sur-
west 
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round Evans Island m southwest 
Prmce Wilham Sound. 

:Buffxve years ago, the village 
lay directly im the path of oil 
flowing from fue Exxon Valdez. 
Oil boom was dragged into the 
area to' protect a fiSh hatche!"Y 
about a mi.J.e down shore. While 
it helped sheUer the _shore in 
front of the village, oil basically 
rut the village square. 

L3rry Evanof, president _of t~e 
village coumcil., wonders if Hfe 
ever will be the same there. 

"We used to have a saymg, 
when the tide is out the table ns 

- set. n doesn't happen like that 
ax-mmd here anymore," Evanof 
said. · 

Peoplle of the village, he says, 
are afraid to eat their tradJ~Jional 
foods, a llarge part of which were 
clams and mussel~ gathered 
from the shoreline. 
. ·'!People go out and they see 
tile· oill out there so they don't 
bother witll the clams or mus'­
sels anymore;" he said. "The 
majority of meat people are eat-­
mg now comes from stores in the 
bxgger towns." _ - -

Last year Evanof joined re­
creational clam diggers at Deep 
Creek on the Kenai Peninsula 
Then he shared his wealth upon 
, retl.JI1!ling home. "So I guess you 

- could say we are stiH eating 
clams, but not'from around 1 

here," lhe said 
Change of diet aside, Evanof 

said his concern is for younger 
gen.erahons. Sear hunting is a 
rare activity now, With those 
marme'mammals fewer in num­
ber, he said. And the staples­
the clams and mussels-no lon­
'ger are harvested. U may be 
years before people feelxt is safe 
to eat them agam. , 

"I think we are losmg a gen­
eration. A lot of the kids, their 
parents are afraid to give them 
the traditional foods," Evanof 
said "They are gJrowing up and 

'' 
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not usmg It The1·e IS a big loss 
there. We are losmg a genera­
bon of gatherers.': 

It's anyone's guess when-the 
beaches will return to normal. 
"Exxon said some of that oil 

· they picked up off the beaches 
came from the earthquake m 
1964, from the commumties that 
were destroyed then. ,That's 30 
ye~rs ago the same day as the 
Exxon Valdez. So who knows 
how long,"' he said. 

Fish prices have been low and 
last year the salmon run ·was 
weak, so seasonal ·income has 
been less than m past years. 
Working on cleanup operations 
in the three years smce tlhe spill 
allowed some vmagers to malk:e 
money to,jpay for,llieilr new food 

·sources and tide. U1em over 
through poor fishing se!Ulons .. 

But the people of C~enega stillll 
are angry. ' · · -
' "There are still a llot of upset 

people. H has change~ our · 
lives'," Evanof sail«;!. "But li 
guess you've gono go Ol!l, fmd 
another way to keep going." 

While Chenega residents sw­
fer from the changes iliey see on 
their beaches at Aow tide, manY 
Valdez reSidents continue'to elfl­
joy a rismg tide of new jobs, new. 
business, and more. money. 

"The spill was gJreat for us and!· 
almost every -busmess in toWlrl 

_ benefitted m one way or, 
another," said Valdez mayor 
John Harris, a Valdez ·native 
who_ worked! for his parents- in 
Harris Sand and Gravel dw-mg 
the spill. He now owns Valdez In­
dustrial Supply. 

The furor over the, spill has 
mostly died down in Valldez, he 
said. "I think that overall people_ 
in the community are relaxed. 
You want them to be alble to re­
lax and! not have to constagUy 
worry about it." 

With a citizens' advisory 
group dogging the industry and 
constant news bits appearmg 
about Alyeska measures to pre­
vent future spills, peoplle have a 
general feeling that things are 
well in-hand. he said. 

"I thmk the 19-dustry overall 
has done a good )ub of pohcmg 
Itself and makmg sure thmgs 
are taken care of. There are 

' smne people m the community 
- wxth concerns, but I thmk any­

thmg· the industry did would ·be 
the wrong thing as far as they · 
are concerned." 

Terry 'Hermacher, board 
member' of the Prince William 
Sound Conservation Alliance, 
saxd the two best thmgs to come. 
of the spill are mcreased com­
mllillicatlion between the oil Jin­
dw;try and residents~ and A:lyes­
ka's Shlp Escort Response Ves-
sel Sy,stem. 

"Although there are still those 
peo)!)le who just don't care, the 
ones who)>ay, 'Please God give 
us another spill,.we promise not 
t<? piss the rp.oney away this 

' time,, , he said. ' c 

Hennacher doesn't get out on 
llie sound as much as he used to. 
He sold_ the wooden barge he 
lbuiU years ago, and then piloted 
dlwing the early phases of 'the 
spill cleaimp. lH!is favorite pas-

. time is beachcombmg, as evx­
denced by the many glass floa·ts, 
shells, and other seashore ntems 

·that decorate his Valdez trailer 
home.: , , 

"The sound doesn't have the . 
l!l\agic it used to have for me," he 
saild.r _ , 

During the spill he spent two 
weeks combing the beaches for 
Exxon, picking up birds 
smothered by oil. ~ 
· "][ never made more money 
lbut it was the worst tiling I've 
ever- experienced,'' he 
said. ·~one day I walked 30 miles 
of beach without seemg a livmg 
tlhlil!ng-not a bird, otter, no-' 
~1\.:- , uwAg. 

The communication between " 
tlhe oil indw;try and small towns 
mosUy happens now through the 
JR.egiona,l Citizens' Advisory 
CoWllcil, a formal entity formed 
by the 011 Pollution Act of 1990 m 
the wake of the spill. Local activ­
ists first organiZed in 1989, then 
found therr power as an RCAC 
·wifu a $2 million annual budget 
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provided by Alyeska. Stephens 
has been president of the group 
since the start. RCAC includes 
representatives of 18 member 
organizations and commumtics 
affected by the spill. 

The RCAC has come a long 
way in five years, he said. 

"We have come out of most of 
the emotiqnal-anger-hate syn­
drome to where we are trying to 
understand the oil mdustry and 
trying to get them to understand 
us," Stephens said. "If we ever 
can come together, we might set 
a precedent that might be useful 
worldwide. I thmk RCAC has to 
succeed for that reason." 

Council members and sub· 
committees tackle complex 
issues such as the weather res­
trictions, Alyeska terminal 
emissions, the suitability of 
escort vessels, environmental 
conc~rns, and spill response abi­
lities. They bave funded st~dles 
mto many of those areas. 

Stephens, who never thought 
of himself as an environmental­
ist, now said he has joined others 
m recognizing himself under 
that title. 

"I've heard (Gov.) Wally 
Hickel say that the good Lord 
put all these things in the earth 
to better the life of people-the 
oil, the coal-and I agree with 
that" 

"But he also gave man hrams 
and enough sense that we should 
be 'able to move and extract 
these items without damagmg 
the environment. So that by 
moving them we're not going to 
totally destroy the rest of our 
lives," he said. "There is a ba­
lance, and I think we can find 
it." ' 

Kelly Bostlan/News-Moner 

Oil iNDUSTRY WATCHDOG-Stan Stephens sits on the 
bndg~ of ~is Prince William Sound tour boat, the Nautilus. 
He ~ard hrs 23-year~old tour business would have gone 
~rake, had he not leased the boat for spill-cleanup opera­
trans frve years ago. When not runnrng his busmess 
Stephens labors as an oil industry watchdog. 

,, 
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Cordlova look!3 to-May Exxo,·n trial 

By IROSAW·IINE PAGANO 
Associated F 'ress Writer 

CORDOV 'A-Tides and times 
have been kind to Prince Wil­
liam Soun·ld in the five years 
since the EJ oc:on Valdez rammed 
a charted reef, dumping nearly 
11 million igallons of crude oil 
into pristint e waters. 

Storms hllve scoured Alaska's 
1,500 miles ·•of polluted coastlin~, 
removing about half the 011 
embedded i n some places. Many 
beaches loc >k clean. Population 
forecasts l for bald eagles are 
good. The t .ourists are back. 

"It's behind us," said John 
Manly an ltide to Gov. Walter J. 
Hickei, wt 1ose admmistrat10n 
won a $90< 1 million settlement 
from Exxo n Corp. in 1991. 

But it's not over for the people 
of Cordova , homeport to Prince 
William S·ound's commercial 
fishing flee· t. 

Cordov a fishermen are 
among the· plaintiffs who filed 
damage cl aims in the wake of 

FUTURE UNCERTABN-Fisherman R.J. Kopchak, his wife 
Barclay and youngest child,-Zeben, 4, stand by their frshing 
boarin Cordova. ~ecause of low fis.h prices and poor sal­
mon runs, Kopchak was forced to sell one of his two boats. 
Depending on this year's run, lie says he may have to give 
up fishing and m9ve out of Cordova. 
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the March 24, 1989 accident. 
They are only just getting their 
day in court, and until they do, 
they will not turn the page on the 
Exxon Valdez. 

They blame the Valdez spill 
for bad salmon harvests over the 
past two years. They say they 
are just banging on, and that 
massive Exxon is trying to wait 
them out, an assertion the com­
pany denies. 

"It's been a war of attrition," 
says salmon fisherman R.J. 
Kopchak, a former Cordova city 
councilman whose three-story 
house overlooks Cordova's dock 
and forested Orca Bay. 

A typical week's mall, stacked 
on Kopchak's kitchen table, con­
tains court notices about his law­
suit: More paj)ers to sign, more 
documents to file. 

"We know one guy, a fisher­
man here with a valid claim, 

who just quit sending 10 his 
paperwork. Refuses to do it any­
more," Kopchak says as he 
scans the foggy bay. 

"The longer Exxon and its 
attorneys can make it miserable 
for you, the greater the chance 
the settlement will be less." 

Kopchak 1S among fishermen 
who say this summer's salmon 
season could be his make-or­
break year. If the run fails or 
prices are weak, Kopchak says 
he may have to polish up his car­
pentry skills and move his wife 
and four young children some­
where else. 

"I built this castle because I 
figured I'd live and die here," he 
says. "I really love this place. 
Wedon'tlockourdoors, we don't 
worry about our kids. The prob­
lem is, what I want to do is fish." 

Lawyers for Exxon, the 
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world's largest corporation, reject 
any suggestion that delay was a 
tactic. Complaints have been sepa­
rated into state and federal class 
actions, each with separate trial 
judges, schedules and evidence 
rules. 

The federal suit, scheduled to 
start May 2, includes 100,000 poten­
tial class members. Some esti­
mates put the damages at $1.5 bil-
lion or more. -

A trial in state Superior Court is 
scheduled to start June 6 and in­
cludes seven towns oiled in the 
spill's path. The m~yors want com­
pensation for municipal services 
they say were diverted in response 
to the spill. 

Other state plaintiffs include 13 
Alaska Native corporations; they 
claim damage to their land and 
archaeological sites. Natives also 
sued Exxon in federal court over 
damage to their traditional ways, 
which depend on the sound for food. 

Evidence-gathering for alrt.hese 
actions has consumed the past five 
years. The company said more 
than 5 million pages of documents 
have changed hands; nearly 2,000 
depositions were taken. 

A list filed by Exxon names :us 
planned witnesses in the federal 
case. Plaintiffs planned to call 270 
witnesses in a case scheduled to 
last all summer. Authorities will 
testify on marine science, land 
values, fiSh abundance and-har­
dest of all-whether there are any 
lingering effeets of the spill. 

In Cordova, everyone wants an 
Exxon settlement-even townspeo­
ple with no claim pending. 

"We don't want to be known as 
the oil spill town any more," Mayor 
Margy Johnson said. ' , 

Seated at a table in the res­
taur ant of her dockside hotel, John­
son points out a pair of sea otters 
playmg in icy waters where, in late 
February, the fishing fleet is idle 
Some Cordovans, hoping for a new 
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image as a tourist town, say the city 
should adopt a new slogan-"sea 
otter capital of the world" is men­
tioned. 

Johnson, a can-do busmess­
woman, wants action. 

Until it was abruptly canceled 
this week, she was helping orgamze 
Cordova's first "Bury the Blues 
Day" on March 26. The event, com­
plete with a New Orleans-style 
band parading through town, was 
aimed at uniting the community. 
But organizers called it off when 
too many people complained they 
weren't yet ready to forgive and 
forget.-

"Fo.r Cordova, the spill was like a 
death in the family," Johnson says. 
"I'm appalled that five years later 
there's still no settlement with Ex­
xon. That's like trying to get over a 
death when ·you can't read the 

ill , w. 
Cordova, a town of nearly 2,600 on 

the sound's eastern edge, xs 
reached only by boat or plane. 
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Nearly half the work force is direct­
ly employed in fish harvestmg or 
processing. State labor economists 
reported this month there was "ht­
tle prospect" that salmon prices 
would bounce back soon. 

Employment has receded over 
the past three years, sales receipts 
dropped and more than two dozen 
.homes are on the market, the state 
said. 

Real estate agent Linden 
O'Toole--among the only families 
to get out of fishing; remain in Cor­
dova and pursue a new occupa­
tnon-says she is fielding about as 
many inquiries fmm out of state as 
from CordovallllS looking to buy. 

O'Toole, who is supporting her 
fl!Sherman husband and two small 
children, says earnings from real 
estate have gone to pay off tens of 
thousands of dollars in fishing 
debts. 

"I'm ~oping for our sake and a lot 
of people in this town that Exxon 
will come through with a settle-

ment," she says. "They're a huge 
company. They don't need to hurt 
families like ours to do business " 

In 1990, one year after the spill, 
the fleet turned in a near-record 
pink salmon harvest and prwes 
were good. Then, in 1991, prices on 
the worldwide market collapsed 
and harvests were dumped back 
into the sea. 

The next two .years, for Wtdeter­
mined reasons, the rWll failed. Last 
year, the Pacific lhen-ing season, 
which typically begfurns in April and 
is the fishermen's first cash crop of 
the year, was cut short in Prince 
William Sou.md when schools failed 
to materialize. Some fish were dis­
eased. 

JLast year, frustrated by Exxon's 
claims that the spill caused no 
ongoing harm, a mosquito fleet of 
65 seiners gave up the dismal pink 
sallmon season to bottle up the Port 
of Valdez, terminus of the trans­
Alaska oil pipeline. For newrly two 
days, no talllkers could arrive or de-
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part during the protest. 
"I will never forgive and forget," 

says 42-year-old Doug Pettit, a Cor­
dova fisherman who since 1987 has 
run a local heatmg repair business 
to tide his family over the winter. 

"It's as if someone murdered my 
daughter," he says "You can nev­
er forgive the person who did that." 

Pettit is an oil-spill domino. Since 
fishing has declined, he has worked 
harder at the heating company. But 
his neighbors are living on savings 
and hopes for an Exxon settlement, 
and Pettil.t-who also has an Exxol!n 
claim pending-said he has gottel!ll 
lenient on pricing. 

"J[t isn't like you tapped a new 
resource," he says, taking a break 
one ramy mormng as he coaxed 
heat from the pipes at the fisher­
men's union han, m Cordova's 
downtown. 

"You're still working with money 
from fishing. We all share the 
problem." 
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s~' und fishermen 
offered little hope 

!By IKIEILIL V IBOS1f~AN 
Staff Wnter 

VALDEZ-Fishermen of 
Prmce William Sound are used 
to lousy forecasts-arctic gales, 
high seas-but the forecast for 
fiShing this summer is one that 
really is going to hurt. 

"Unless we are totally hay­
wire, we are predicting a very 
low return of salmon to the 
sound again this coming year'" 
said Ted Cooney, a University of 
Alaska Fairbanks biological 
oceanographer. "It is a little like 
predicting the weather, but 'at 
the moment oilr prediction is a 
low return of both wild ,and 
hatchery fl!Sh." 

The forecast for herring isn't 
much better. Alaska -Depart­
ment of Fish and Game biolog­
ists expect to see a herring re­
turn of 30,000 to 40,000 tons in 

Study details 
oif~s impact 
on sa~mon 

1994 It 1s not an all-time low. but 
it pales m companson to highs m 
recent years of more than 
li.OO,OOO tons. 

Oi.!left from the Euon Valde.l 
spill fi~e years ago may be at 
least partly to blame. 

A recent Fish and Game 
study, yet to be published, shows 
that salmon in streams that 
were oiled have' a lower' survival ' 
rate. It also indicates that the 
salmon that were reared from 
eggs laid in oiled streams may 
have suffered some genetic 
damage. 

Fish and Game biometrician 
Brian Bue wrote in a December 
memo to Commissioner Carl 
Rosier, " ... there is a differ­
ence in embryo survival be­
tween oil contammated and con-

trol streams and that these dif­
ferences are carried by the pa­
rents. The question still remains 
whether Uus liS a direct consequ­
ence of the oil spill. There is the 
potential that this pattern of sur­
vival was present prior to the 
spill. I personally doubt it." 

Hen-ing meanwhile, seem to 
be dymg from a virus that 
causes skm lesions and eventual 
death, said John Wilcock her-' 
ring research biologist with Fish 
and Game in Cordova: "There is 
every indication that the virus 
always has been around and al­
ways has been present all along 
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the coast," he said. "What brings it 
on iis high level\s of stress." 

That stress could be due to a lack 
of available food in the sound, or 
possibly toe sure to toxins. "The 
llmk to llie oil at some people 
are talking a -ut comes from a 
number of studies that show that 
fiSh exposed to toxins have reduced 
resistance to disease," be said. 
"But it is '4.1IlknoWl!ll what level of 
exposW!"e herring experiel!llced in 
the Sotmd . . . at best, there is some 
speculation that it coulld have con­
tributed to some level! of mortality 
due to the disease." 

The foull predictions add to the 
stra1hrn that salmon al!lld heuillllg 
fishermen of the area have suffered 
sillnce · the tanker Exxon Valdez 
uacked Jits hulll against a charted 
reef and dmnped. 11 million gallons 
of crude mto Ulte so~md. 

.. A Rot of fishermen ue in fman­
ciaR straits," said Mftchelle Balm 
O'Leary, who represents Codova 
lDistr.i.ct Fishermen Umted. "UJJl­
ll.ike what Exxon likes to :reJ!)Ort, oot 
every fisherman worked on the 
spm and not everyone that did 
made huge amooots of money. A lot 
of them are jw;t hanging Ol!l, wait­
ing for 'the (Exxon). settlement, 
hoping with fingers crossed that the 
rlShilmg will !be better next year. H it , · 
isn't I mow Rots of people will 1be 
losing boat, permits, houses. . . . " · 

A year after the spilll,. salmon 
came hack m recoro lll1!lmlbers, lbut 
prices were dismally low. Herring 
came lback in record nmnlbers as 
well. But since thel!l both fish stocks 
have decllined, allld some ~mgers 
ue pommng toward Exxon crude 
as the cul!prit. ·. , 

But is poor produdfion in oiled 
streams al!lld a · ilble Uink be-
tweexn toxms and el!lloUlgh to 
explain the run faillll!Jl'eS? 

"lit iis a mystery oo longer," said 
Riki Ott, chainnaJ!ll of the !habitat 
committee for United Fishermen of 
Alaska. The activist, who bas mas­
ter's and! doctorate degrees in 
marine ]pOllution, . is convinced oil 
has played a large role m fishery 
declines. 

"The interesting thimtg ll find m 
the studies is there were effects ex-

Oll\11 T!Hl/E ROCK5-:-A~ oil spill deanu_p worker surveys a 
be_ach. as crude ~al chngs to mcks below., Five years later, 
sc1entusts are findmg the crude that hit Prince William Sound 
~eaches may. be having a lasting effect on salmon popula-
tuons. ' 

l 

.. 

. 
' ' 
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hlbited by the pmk salmon embryos 
when the effluent from the tests 
s~owed no sign of oil," she said. 

That opens possibilities that fish 
are responding to chemicals pre­
sent in stream sednments or in the' 
water in levels modern sampling 
methods can not detect, or that fish 
are affected by much lower levels 
of chemicals than previously 
thought. 

While she believes oil played a 
big role m the declines, she said re­
cent downturns likely are a result 
of many factors. "It is a matter of 
what was the straw that lb:roke the 
camel's back," she said. 

UAF's Cooney iisn't willmg to put 
so much weight on the oil theory. 
"Probably 20 or 30 percent of the 
pink salmon populations can lbe 
accounted for from. the streams 
that are oiled, m terms of death in 
natal habitats. But that doesn't 

. square vyith the magmtute of fai­
lures·m all' streams m the sound," 
he said. · 

Coo_ney said long-term oceanog­
raphic and climatic changes can 
brmg about periods of high ox: low 

-----

productivity. He believes Prince 
William Sound 1s in a low nght now, 
and therefore predtcts a low pink 
sa~.mon return this commg 
summer. 

Much of his population theory is 
tied to the abundance of plankton, 
which are a major food source for 
both salmon and herring. "Salmon 
feed almost exclusively on plank­
ton," he satd. "The spill year, 1989, 
was excellent for planktivorous 
fish. Since that time plankton has 
declined." ' 

The lack of plankton is doubly 
bad for"salmon and herrmg,' be­
cause other fish, such as pollock 
and tom cod, that n~rmaUy feed on 
plankton then turn to salmon and 
herring fry as a food source. 

There is no simple answer, 
Cooriey said. ~ 

"Kt's not an either or. There are a 
couple. things happening m the 
natural environment that it is tuned 
in such a~way to have a lower car­
rying capacity ... and there 
seems to be a hngering oil splll 
effect m the southern part of the 
sound." 

Page 3 of J 
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Escort system means 

safer Sound 

. ' 

IBy KEllY BOSTIAN 
Staff Writer 

ABOARD THE 'FREEDOM 
SERVICE-Across the glassy, 
black waters of Port Valdez our 
companion ship, despite its size, 
was barely visible. 

The morning's mixed rain and 
snow had stopped, and a few 
lingering clouds hung over the 
.bay like wisps of pipe smoke. 
Through the haze we could make 
out the black 'outline of the oil 
tanker Keystone Canyon. 

Its tanks topped off with crude 
oil from the trans-Alaska pipe­
line, two tugboats labored to 
push the behemoth clear of the 
Valdez Marine Terminal. 

Three football fields long and 
nearly two wide, it carried more 
than a million barrels of crude­
a precious and toxic cargo. The 
bottom of its hull plied the 
depths 75-feet below the surface, 
about as far down as a five-story 
building is high . 

I was aboard a modified supp­
ly boat, the Freedom Service, 
which, along with the tugboat 

(. 

Dr. Jack, would pull out from 
Valdez Harbor to flank the big 
tanker like a pair of tiny pulling 
guards leading a huge halfback 
downfield. 

The two vessels and crews are 
part of a fleet of eight owned by 
Tidewater Pacific and in service 
under contract with Alyeska 
Pipeline Service Company The 
boats are the frontline defense 
against disaster. ' 

Capt. Jerry Richmond, of Gal­
liano, La., a 40-year-old sailor 
who has been a certified captain 
half his life, summed up our job 
for the day. "We will be within a 
quarter mile of him at all times. 

' , 
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' ' TANKER TALK-Freedom Service mate Scott' Bossert and 
captain (in training) Neal Ford discuss features of the ship's 
radar as they follow the oil tanker Keystone Canyon 
through Prince William Sound. 
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We're m the bus1qess here to pre­
vent stuff from happenmg," he said 
Willi his mild Cajun ac;cent · What's fllew? 

"Stuff," like what happened on 
March 24, 1989. 

That's when the oH tanker Exxon 
Valdez veered out of tanker traffic· 
lanes to avoid icebergs and then 
smacked mto charted Bligh Reef, 
cracked open its hlill and sp~le~ 11 
minion gaHons of crude ml mto 
Prmce WiHiam Sound. The Good 
Friday disaster was the largest oil 
spm m u.s. hi.story. 

Since fuat time, no tanker leaves 
Port Valdez without at least two 
escorts from Alyeska's Ship Escort. 
Response System, or "SERVS ves-

sels," such as the Freedom Service 
and the Dr. Jack. --

Capt. Tim Plummer, manager of 
marine operations for Alyeska, 
was lbitred to set up the SERVS out­
fit in 1989. While fue system still is 
evolvfung, he said lhe feels good ab­
out what i.s fun place so far. 

Ear Her in the day, he had 
escorted me on a toUT of the Valdez 
Marine Terminal. We sat in his 
parked truck, outside his office, 
and pondered. whether the system 
guarantees 'no more splills. 

As snowflakes landed on his 
windshield and dissolved into tiny 
nvulets, hi.s conservative official 
remarks finally melted away to 
show his personal confidence. 
"You can never say never," he· f1rsC 
said. But finally he offered, "If I 
was a betting man I think that the 
program~ we have fun place would 
make me l(!omfortable enough to· 
bet thatJhere will not be anQther 
major oil spill m Prince William 
Soumd." · 

U is tough to fmd. critics of the 
SERVS program. Although theRe­
gional Citizen's Advisory Commit­
tee is somewhat at odds with Alyes­
ka over its choice of vessels, a dis­
albled tanker towmg study out soon 
should lfielp settle that dispute 
"But it's :1.00 percent better than 
what we had before the spill," said 
RCAC president Stan Stephens. 

"Stm, you won't see me gnve 
SERVS too much credit, because It 
should have been put m place a long 
time ago, before the sp1H " 

o In addition to the SERVS 
escorts, several new develop­
ments have changed the way 
tankertraffic is handled, or will be 
handled, in Prince William 
Sound. 

o Speed lrmats. Tankers ,can 
travel at a maximum of 10 knots 
in the sourid-6 knots through 
the Valdez Narrows. · 

[] One-way traffic zones. The 
U.S. Coast Guard has established 
one-way traffic restrictions when 
icebergs flow into'the tanker traf­
fic lanes.' 

EJ Satemte Tracking. The U.S. 
Coast Guard is installing a Global 
Positioning System, due to be on­
tine by July of this year, that witt 
track tankers through the sound 
With an accuracy to within 10 feet. 
Tankers wiii carry a "blade box" 
as part of the system. 1Ex1stmg 
radar has been upgraded to track 
shiPS in inclement weather. The 
raa~ · will be integrated wrth the 

Changes ha~e been many m the 
.Oil shnppmg industry iin tile past five 
years. "I have been in this business 
basically my whole career,)md the 
way we do business changed for ev­
erybody in 1989," Plummer sand 
, The focus, he said, is on spiH pre­
vention. Oil spil.l response i.s impor-

. tant and spill dri.l.ls are conducted 
· every weelt~but the reality xs that 
oil spi.IJ contamment 'am!d cleanup 
always wm be subject to the whims 
of weather. 

Weather forecasts ahead for my 
trip on the Freedom Service looked 
relatively mild. 

However, a Coast Guard one-way 
traffic restriction was in place. 
Icebergs had calved off Columbia 
Glacier and floated into the tanker 
lanes. Traffic was one-way from 
the Valdez Narrows all the way out 
to Naked Island. 

If an inbound talllker arrived, it 
would have to wait out beyond 
Naked Island until our little flotilla 

GPS system 
(] Double hulls. A federal re­

QUirement mandates that all oil 
tankers will have double hulls by 
the year 2015 

a Alcohol testmg Ort tanker 
captarns and state-licensed pilots 
a~e subJect to alcohol testrng be­
fore !boarding a tanker 

., 
o State-licensed prlots now 

board mbound tankers before 
they reach IBhgh Reef, and pilot 

' outbound tankers out past Bligh 
!Reef. 

, , ,- r'l Weather Restrrctions. The 
· U.S. Coast Guard wrtl not allow a 

!aden tanker to'leave the marrne 
terminal ifwmds exceed 40 knots. 
IExt'ra tugboat escorts are re­
quired in the Valdez Narrows if 
winds are 30 knots or more. Also, 
no laden tanker can !eave Prince 
William Sound if seas at Hinchin­
lbrook !stand are 15 foot or higher, 
or 1f wrnds exceed 60 knots. 

passed. , 
Richmond said Icebergs 'were 

plentiful m the area near Bhgh 
Reef ·when the ·Freedom Service 
escorted a tanker through the 
sound the mght before. 

Snttmg in the captam's chanr on 
the bndge, radar screens flankmg 
him, he descrxbed the scene from 
the night before. "He (the tanker) 
slowed down to about four knots 
and we pulled up ahead. I had his 
bowrxghtoffmystarboardside. We 
turned on our searchlights," he 
said. 

The escort boats swept the wa­
ters with their Hghts, and crew 
members scanned the water with 
night-vision bmoculars The two lit­
Ue escorts led the giant tanker 
thr(lugh the icebergs, servmg as a 
pair of floating headlights. 

Radar can pick up Icebergs, but 
at night, in times of low visnbihty, 
and when ice warmngs are heavy, a 
human eye now will scan the wa-

•• 
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ters as well. 
U IS a relatively new procedure, 

begun after the Overseas Ohio, an 
inbound tanker, smacked mto an 
iceberg near Bligh Reef and crack­
ed open Its bulbous bow on January 
4. The unladen tanker d!d not spill 
any oil, but was sent back c;oiJth 
without a load 

Experts guess that tanker hit a . 
submerged or low-floatmg berg, 
heavy wnth morrame maternal­
basically a floating rock. Seyeral 
boats had passed through the area 
prior to the tanker and not spotted 
the berg. 

My ride on the Freedom Service 
would take me along the port side of 
the Keystone Canyon as it madejts 
way out through Prmce William 
Sound, unhl nt passed Hinchinbrook 
Island and found Seal Rocks off its 
starboard side-the boundary be­
tween Prmce Wmiam Sound and 
fue wide-open Gulf of Alaska. We 
left Valdez Harbor at about 1 p.m. 
and would return at about 2:30a.m 

Our top speed would ·reach 10 
knots, but we slowed to 6 knots, nh 
the Valdez Narrows, where our, 
ship moved to withm 300 yards of 
the tanker. 

The tanker can move faster, but 
IS required by law to go slow, most­
ly to allow the escorts the ability to 
assist if there is trouble. "He could 
leave us in the dust ilf he wanted to," 
Richmond said. 

Richmond has piloted the Free­
dom Service for three years. U is 
207- feet long, 40-feet wide, and on 
the bridge the captain stands about 
35- feet above the water's surface. 

Boats such as the Freedom Ser­
vitce are used all over the world, 
usually as a supply boats, Rich­
mond said. "These boats have a lot 
of deck space for supplies, but 
we're carrying oil spiliJl equipment, 
and a towing package too," he said, 
pointing to the mounds and boxes of 
equipment painted orange or co­
vered wxth orange tarps on the back 
deck. Jn the forward center of the 
deck stood a spool eight feet tall and 
wrapped with cable th1ck as a 
man's arm:::_part of the towing 
package. 

0 

Vanable-pitch propellers on the 
boat take the 7,500 horsepower of Its 
rumblmg engmes and turn !t into 
maneuvering power S'\Iitable for 
tight quarters, Richmond said. 
"You can make these boats just 
barely mch along. You can move it 
at a half knot if you want to," he 
said. "We've towed rigs, we've 
towed barges. I've towed tankers 
with it," he sa1d. , 

The boat ns manned by the cap­
tain, mate, chief engineer and a 
crew of 10. Also on board is an 
Alyeska representative. 

Rob Cowart is assigned to the 
Freedom Service. On our trip, he 
logged the ship's progress and 
radiOed. m periodic reports. In the 
event of a spill he becomes an on­
site coordinator. "Other than that, 
my Job is to stay out of the way," he 
said w1th a chuckle. - ' 

Cowart said emergency equip­
ment on board includes two 385-
barrel-per-hour oil skimmers, 

-., 
""' Seal 

Rocks 

Page 4 of 5 

Tr-ans-Alaska\ 
Ptpelme \ . . 

GULFOFALASKA 
1 

10 20 30 

G1na Hoppner/News-Mmer 

3,000-feet of rapid-deployment oil 
boom, 1,600-feet of mflatable ocean 
boom, plus an ocean-going mflat-

, able skiff with outboard motor to 
, ,,assist in deployment. All of it IS 

packaged _m ready-to-go form on 
, the rear deck of the ship. 

The gear is a small part of the 
extensive hst of eqmpment that 
falls under the SERVS operation, 
according to SERVS manager J1m 
McHale. 

Counting skimmers, oil collec­
tion barges, and tanks, the SERVS 
operation can collect and hold more­
than 450,000 barrels of oil. That's 
more than enough storage to allow 
for all-out spill p1ckup until an emp­
ty tanker could arrive to serve as a 
depository, McHale said. 

Oil response vec;sels and crews , 
also are stationed, full time, at Port 
Etchess on Hinchinbrook Island, 
and on Naked Island, he said 
Alyeska also has contracted with 
260 fishmg boats from areas around 

I 
J 
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the sound, and regularly includes 
them in their weekly spill drills. 

A warehouse facility in Valdez 
holds more than $70 million in gear, 
includmg miles of various kinds of 
containment boom, and a selection 
of oil skimming devices-from 
handheld models to rigs the siZe of a 
small car. The warehouse holds ev­
erything from piles of lifejackets 
and safety glasses to stacks of pre­
packaged rescue kits for marine 
b1rds and mammals. 

In all, Alyeska has spent more 
than $200 million building up the op­
eration in the past five years. The 
1994 budget for operations and 
maintenance is $60 million, McHale 
said. 

By next next winter, the SERVS 
operation will be centered at a new 
$12 million facility in Valdez Har­
bor that will include all the offices, 
warehouses and a dock for its ships. 
Construction begins later this 
month. 

''I would say we have the most oil 
spill recovery equipment for a sing­
le geographic area than anywhere 
m the world," McHale said. "We're 
pretty much the leading edge." 

Back on the front lines, the Free­
dom Service and Dr. Jack tailed the 
Keystone Canyon like parents 
watchmg a child walk off to its first 
day of school. 

After nearly six hours of calm 
seas and no problems-even the 
icebergs had cleared the traffic 
lanes-tailing the Keystone Ca­
nyon became a bttle tedious. 

Suffice to say that crew members 

get to know each other very well on 
these trips. Still, someone IS always 
monitoring somethmg-weather, 
temperature, position, 'wmd, ice, 
there are enough reqmred reports 
to ensure the crew stays busy 

They keep binoculars near the 
front windows, and It seems some­
one is always eyeing the tanker. 
"I'll look for anything unusual, 
maybe a sheen in the water behind 
the ship, anything," Cowart said. 

To keep their mmds on the job, 
they also like to make up disaster 
scenarios and talk them out. "That 
makes for some real interesting 
discussion-debate over what the 
tanker captain would ask for and 
what if this happened or that hap­
pened." Cowart said. 

By the time we reached Seal 
Rocks, the Keystone Canyon 
appeared as a giant shadow off our 
starboard bow. It was highlighted 
by its running lights and lights on 
the bridge and a few lower decks. 

The tanker captam radioed his 
escorts, thanked us for a fme ride, 
calm seas and good weather, and 
said he looked forward to the next 
visit. 

Richmond slowed the Freedom 
Service and brought her about to 
pomt her bow back toward Valdez. 
It had been a routine run. 

"Yeah, it's pretty routine some­
times," Richmond said. "But we 
have to be here-JUSt m case It's not 
routme." 
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Fifth anniversary 
0 VER THE LAST five years, so much has been written, srud 

and aired to describe the Exxon Valdez oil spill that there is no 
adJective, adverb or other modtfier that has not become chched with 
overuse. 

Nonetheless, anniversaries are a tune for reflection For the spill, 
the date of record is March 24, 1989. 

Be_call?e there are tens of thousands of people, and their lawyers,· 
antJCipatmg financial' settlements from Exxon- and the court ac­
tion on the claims does not begin for another few weeks- it is futile 
to suggest an objective consensus about the status of the recovery of 
Pnnce William Sound today. Until the lawsuits are resolved, every 
party that stands to gam something from the process will allege that 
the worst possible damage occurred and that harm contrnues 

Even if such allegatiOns fly in the face of science, research, obser­
vations and fact, the critical hype will continue. The national media 
IS not about to let go of a sensational story And the professional €m­
vrronmental industry mtends to keep profitmg, shamelessly; from Its 
exaggerations and doomsday pronouncements 

So be 1t. In tune, the rmscruef will be exposed 
For now, let's focus on one of the more positive developments to 

emerge fi-om the disaster. 
We speak ofthe Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, the stx­

membel~ state-federal board that determmes how to spend each 
year's installment of the $900 milliOn bemg paid by Exxon over a 10-
year pe11od for enVIronmental damages caused by the accident. 

Page 1 of 2 
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Gov. Walter Hickel, }Vho engrneered the settlement With Exxon, 
enVIsiOned a portion ofthe money being used to enhance the Sound 
as a major marme recreation area. His goals were torpedoed by the 
enVIronmental lobby that wants to lock up the area and use settle­
ment money to buy up what httle private land or trmber nghts eXIst 
m the region. 

We had ow· doubts about the trustee operation at first. In addi­
tion to th~ political tug of ~ar that styrriied policy decisions, too ' 
much money initially was diverted to pay lawy~rs and supplement 
budgets of state and federal bureaucracies. , 

Howe:vei~ today there'is encouraging evidence that a balanced In­

vestment prog~·am is emerging- one that includes a combinatiOn of 
habitat acquisition, restoration and investment in sound SCience. 

Among actions that d~monstrate this balance are the purch?se of 
inholdings in Kachemak Bay State Park, the establisl;unent of a 
long-teqn restoration reserve account, partial fundmg for the Se­
ward Institute of Marine Science, and investments to assist there­
covei}' of fish stocks. 

It takes significant concessions from all sides_ to reach comprmmt,­
es lik~ these. That accomphshr:nent alone is worth celebratmg on 
this anniversary , , - - _ _ . 

\ 
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ill's I g cy lingers 

By NATAliE PHilliPS 
Daily News reporter 

The 11 million gallons oi 
North Slope crude spilled in 
Prmce Wilham Sound five 
years ago this week contm­
ues to wreak havoc with the 
ecosystem, state and federal 
scientists still studying the 
19~9 Exxon -Valdez oil spill 
said at a forum in Anchor­
age on Tuesday 

The first couple of years 
after the _spill, scientists doc­
umented and quantified 
damage on the surface They 
counted oil-covered sea 
otters 'and bird carcasses and 
devised models to calculate 
the _total damage And they 
measured how much oil resi­
due was left on the shore 

Now,_ the scientists say,­
they,, are begmning to see 
and document the spill's 
more insidious and 
long-term effects. , They m­
clude possible genetic dam­
age to Prince William 
Sound's pink salmon an in­
explicable 'disease affecting 
herring in the Sound, -and 
the continued decline in har­
lequin duck populations 
Scientists also are continu­
ing to study mussel beds, 
many of which still have 
perfectly preserved oil 
trapped beneath them. 

. And scientists recently 
d1scovered the spill may 
have harmed goldeneyes, a 
duck that winters on the 
coast, said David Irons, a 
biologist with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

Researcfu3r~ say 
dc;tmage continues 

"There are a lot of un­
knowns," said Stanley Rice, 
program -manager for the 
National Oceanic and Atmo­
spheric Administration. 
"But things are not normal. 
We still need to monitor it 
We still have a need to moi:ti­
tor it and track that oil, but 
probably not with the same 
intensity." 

Rice and Irons are two of 
the more· than 200 scientists " 
envirQnmentalists, fisher~ 
men, Natives and politicians 
who gathered Tuesday at the 
Regal Alaskan Hotel for a 
forum called Five Years 
Later - What Have We 
Learned? 

The forum was scheduled 
to commemorate the fifth 
anniversary of the spill on 
Thursday When the Exxon 
Valdez tanker vessel ran 
aground at Bligh Reef, more 
than 1,300 miles of coastline 
in J>rince William Sound and 
outlying areas were tainted 

_ with oi'l. In late 1992, Exxon 
agree_d to pay the federal 
and state governments near-_ 
ly $1 billion to settle claims. 

Tuesday's forum was 
sponsored by the Exxon Val­
dez Oil Spill Trustee Coun­
cil, the panel charged with 
deciding how the settlement 
money is spent. A dozen 
government scientists and 
officials ·gave presentatwns, 
Tuesday -summarizing what 
has been .learned about dam­
age done by the spill and 

what Is still unknown 
While Exxon officials did 

not make presentations at 
the forum, they have repeat­
edly said there was virtually 
no long-term- damage and 
the ecosystem is recovering 
rapidly · 

One of the government 
scientists, Charles Peterson 
of the Institute of Manne 
Sciences at the University of 
North Carolina, said the 
near-shore 'ecosystem still 
shows the effects of the 1989 
spill, includmg aB explosion 
of the sea urchin population. 

Rice said a high concen­
tratiOn of oil remains under 
some musse_l beds That may 
be causing problems for spe­
cies that feed on mussels, 
includi1;1g' harlequin ducks 
and JUVenile sea otters 

"If we a:re. going to wait 
for nature to take care of it, 
it will take a significant 
amount of time," Rice said 

In some areas, subsistence 
harvests have yet to return 
to normal, according to 
James Fall, head of the Sub­
sistence Division of the 
Alaska Department of Fish 
and 'Game. Right after the 
spill, some Natives said they 
were worried about contami­
nation in their_ food supply. 
Now they are saying the 
resources are in short sup­
ply, Fall said. 

Ted Birkedal, head of Cui-
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tural Resources for the Na­
tional Park Service, said 
that while a number of ar­
chaeological sites were dam­
aged by oil or vandalized 

, during spill cleanup, "the 
bureaucratic process" set up 
to protect the sites worked. 

"If it had not been in 
place, the injury level would 
have been greater," Birke­
dal said. 

Biologist Irons of the Fish 
anp Wildlife Service sug­
gested, that the ·species of 
birds injured by the spill 
should be looked at again to 
see what part contaminated 
food sources played in, their 
injury .. 

With some understanding 
of what species and re­
sources were ·damaged by 
the spill, officials are now 
turning their attention to 
figuring , out what can be 
done to help those species 
revive and how the declines 
might be interrelated, said 
Steve Pennoyer, a Trustee 
Council member and region­
al director of· NOAA. 

Areas that are 'key to the 
health and revival' of ·an 
injured species can be identi­
fied through scientific study. 
according to the keynote 
speaker, George Rose, a fish­
eries scientist from New­
foundland. If those areas can 
be ' identified, they may be 
the areas that need protect­
ed, he said. 
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Ernte Piper checks a map While lookmg for a test pit from an earlier Oil-spill survey 6n 
Seal ls~and last summer. He led a team of researchers who evaluated cleanup progress 
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~~ve years ~ater~ 
pr~nc~p~e p~ayers 
recaU catastrophe 

) 

Over the spnng, summer and fall of 1989, news 
coverage of the Exxon Valdez disaster overshadowed 
VIrtually all other other events 1n Alaska Many of the 
names from that penod,became household words, and a 
few were med1a stars 

F1ve years later, most of them have ,returned to 
pnvate life and relat1ve obscunty Here are 17 people -
and one mfamous sh1p - who· played promment roles 1n 
the Exxon Val~ez oil · spill 

0 WHAT IT DID: On March 24, 1989, the Exxon Valdez, 
w1th more than 50 m1lhon gallons of North' Slope crude 
on board, shuddered as 11 steamed through the shallows 
of Bligh Reel -It Jerked to a halt, Impaled on a sp1re of 
rock, as the f1rst of some 11 m1lhon_ gallons of 011 began 
bo1hng from 1ts hull 
0 WHEF!E IT . IS TODAY: With the name "Exxon 
Valdez" l1rmly etched- In the public mmd as 2 symbol of 
environmental d1sasier, Exxon sought to rehabilitate the 
sh1p's 1mage by changmg 1ts name to "Exxon Mediterra­
nean" and bamshmg 11 to 011 hauling far from the Un1ted 
States. m the Mediterranean Last ye:u, Exxon Sh1ppmg, 
the subs1d1ary that owned the ship, changed Its 
corporate name to the more mellifluous and organ1c 
"SeaJR1ver Mant1me," so the Exxon Valdez 1s now the 
"Sea/R1ver ·Med•terranean " Last month, 11 crept back to 
North AmenCfl lor the f1rst lime smce the sp1ll, where 
protesters from Greenpeace discovered 11 at anchor 1n 
Freeport, Bahamas, and pamted 1ts old name on 1ts hull 
In nontox1c pamt, they cla1med At the moment, the sh1p 
that became h1story on Bl1gh Reef IS tankenng 011 back m 
Europe, sa1d Les Rogers. a SeaJR1ver spokesmarJ 

SU~m~ ©tiDWliSrBJ!r _ . ' 

fQ WHAT HE DID: As Alaska governor from 1986-1990, 
he played a h•gh·proflle role m the <;tate's response to 
the spill On the mornmg of March 
24, 1989, before even heanng 
about the sp11f, Cowper announced 
to a Fairbanks newspaper that he 
would not seek re-electiOn In 1990 
A few hours later, he flew to Valdez 
and motored out to the stncken 
sh1p, chmbmg a dangling ladder 
reacn the deck What he saw 

- anger~ h1m thaf mne days later, 
he threatened to shut down the 
pipeline ...:. and forgo m1lhons of 
dolla•s m state revenue - 11 
Alyeska P1peline Serv1ce Co a"-: 
1ts oil company owners <.ouidn 1 c-:-.;e up w1th a workable 
plan for cleamng up spills ' 

G WHERE HE IS TODAY: Despite gam1ng na11onw1de 
prommence, Cowper stuck to h1s deCISIOn to leave 
pol1t1cs He spent some t1me m Cahforma, then returned 
to Anchorage m 1992. where he works as a bus1ness 
consultant • ~ 

0 WHAT HE ~A YS: The sp1ll left' Alaska and the 011 
Industry w1th a "permanent burden of proof" that 011 and 
gas can be developed Without JeopardiZing the env1ron- ' 
ment But he also says the sp1ll belongs to h1story now 
":rhere's been a flxat10,n on _the Exxon Valdez To me, 
II s t1me to move away from that It's lime to declare 
our lessons learned " 

D WHAT HE D~D: 'samuel Sk1'nner was US Transporta­
tion Secretary when the Exxon Valdez went aground 
That made h1m the boss of the Coast Guard Apart from­
cameo appe~rances by V1ce Pres1dent Dan Quayle, 
Skmner was the h1ghest-rankmg federal off1c1al to 
momtor the sp11f and the· cleanup 

- D WHERE HE IS NOW: He later became President 
George Bush's ch1ef of s1aff Soon after Bush left off1ce , 
Skmner was hlfed as pres1dent of Commonwealth 
Ed1son, an electnc company servmg Ch1cago' and 
northern llhno1s 
D WHAT HE SAYS· When the state and enwonmental 
groups were_ cntiCIZing Exxon 's beach·cleamng and 
OII·Sklmmlng efforts, Skinner defended the company 
saymg, 11 had done all 11 could Look1ng back, Skmne; 
sa1d he remam_s convmced of that "I st1ll believe that we 
were very fortunate 11 was Exxon that was the spiller 
They were ~1fhng to' step up to the plate and spend 
several billion dollars " He sa1d he thought the sp1ll had 
resulted 1n better control of tanker traff1c, better 
spill-response plans and a better understandmg of oil 1n 
the env~ronment 

lE!fllilB@ GID~gureJ~ 
1::1 WHAT HE DID: As a spec1al ass1stant to Gov Ste~e 

' Cowper ·at, the t1me of th!l 011 spill, Ern1e P1per became 
the governor's ch1ef spokesman on spill matters 
Stra1ght-talkmg and quotable, P1per was' a frequent cnt1c 
of the early cleanup effort led by Exxon and the U S 
Coast Guard In September .1990, P1per was named 
"on-scene coordmator" for the· spill , but news reports 
generally referred to h1m as the state's "cleanup ch1ef " 
Although h1s credentials were solidly -Democralic Gov 
Wally HICkel, Republican turned Alaskan Independence 
Party standard-bearer, asked P1per to stay on •• c1tmg h1s 
advocacy lor the state's mterests P1per also served on 
the D~partment of Environmental Conservation restora· 
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lion team, _wrore a h1story of the sp1l( tor DEC and, l~st 
summer, ran a shoreline survey for the Exxon Valdez 
Trustees Counc11 " 
l!J WHEf!E H_E IS TODAY. P1per IS servmg as campa1gn 
man.ager to former Anchorage mayor Tony , Knowles' 
gubernatonal bid 

q WHAT HE SAYS: "The th1ng that stands out most for 
me IS the fact that, not JUSt m government but also 1n 
mdustry and ' the 'general pubhc, there are some 
fundamental m1sunderstand1ngs about sc1ence and 
about technology and about the env~ronment. Sc1ence 
and technology-cannot do everything . that people .think 
they can do, and at the same t1me the env~ronment can 
be more res11ient and more complex than we like to 
th1nk" -·- -

~~m~~n 'ifMm~w 
0 WHO HE WAS: MIChael Tumey was a volunte~; 
f~ref•ghter from G~rdwood who became one of the most 
VISible protesters m the months followmg the Spill In 
Apnt 1989, he climbed down the Side of the Calais II 
bwldlng m Mld]own,, where Exxon had Its Offices and 
~raped a huge s•gn on the Side of the bwldmg. "011 

P•lled, Exxon Killed, Remember the . - Sound!" In 
October, he mterrupted an Anchorage , Chamber of 
Comm~rce meellng where Exxon USA President Wilham 
Stevens was scheduled to speak Stand1ng up with a 
blackened Sesame Street B1g B~rd that looked hke a 
large •• oiled bird, Tumey said "Mr StPvens, I have a bird 
I don t believe you counted on " , 
0 WHERE HE IS TODAY: Tumey s!lll lives 1n GirdwOod 
where he IS a self-employed construction worker and ~ 
volunteer f~ref1ghter He rema1ns Interested 10 Oll·splll -­
prevention, but now concentrates on Issues like ozone 
depletion and pestiCide use l;i1s last maJOr Involvement 
m the oll-sp1ll 1ssue was lobby1ng Congress to reqwre 
double hulls on tankers -

0 WHAT HE DID As president of Exxon Sh1ppmg Co, 
the subs1d1ary that operated the tanker, larosst flew from 
Houston to Valdez the mornmg of the grounding He was 
the top - and most VISible - Exxon off1c1al 1n Alaska 
dunng th_e spill's early days, appeanng at a senes of 
no1sy Valdez 'press conferences Early on, he admitted -
the oil had slipped beyond Exxon's control, desp1te years 
of 1ndustry assurances that 11 could handle a maJor sp1fl 
He also acknowledged that Joe Hazel_wood, the captc:iln 
of the grounded tanker, had a history of·dnnkmg known 
to the company He rece1ved pra1se ,from some Pnnce 
Wilham Sound f1shermen for h1s Willingness to work w1th 
them dunng m the sp111's early days 
[)WHERE HE IS TODAY: laross1 left Exxon about a 
year after the sp1ll to become cha~rman and ch1ef 
executive of th~ Amencan Bureau of Sh1ppmg, a 
nonprofit corporation that mspects an:J class1f1es sh1ps to 
make sure they are seaworthy Both laross1 and Exxon 
have mamtame.:t h1s le?vmg the company had. nothtr>g to 
do With the Exxon Valdez laross1 spills h1s t1me between 
Houston and New Yorio. · 
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[J WHAT !iE SAYS Ia ross• IS traveling m Asta and 
could not be contacted, Publicly he has had little to say 
about the 011 spill But 1n an mterv1ew last year With the 
Houston -Post, taross1 sa1d h1s top pnonty was tull•ll•ng 
the sh1ppmg bureau's m1sston of promoting safety. at 
sea An agmg fleet, he sa1d, means substandard vessels 
must be 1denllf1ed and upgraded or removed from 
servtce " I th1nk- l understana the consequences of an 
unsafe sh1p hk~ very few people 1n the world do, ... he 
sa1d "If I let my~ell, I could become a crusader " 

mDalml UWml 
IJl WHAT HE QID: Dan Lawn, the state' regulator w1th 
the Alaska Department of- Env1ronmental Conservation, 

had warned that 'Aiyeska was un­
prepared for a b1g sp11f long before 
the 'exxon 'Valdez ran aground On 
March 24. 1989, he was the f~rst 
DEC Off1c1al to reach the stncken 
Exxon Valdez Later, 1n a BBC­
Home Box Offt~e docudrama, he 
was portrayed as one of the few 
heroes , m the -sp1ll 
D WHERE HE iS NOW. Lawn st1ll 
works for the DEC m Valdez, but 
was· stnpped of _h1s o1f-mdustry 

l!!lOI<M::...:Jc.::.:'4 · ~atchdog dut1es m August 1989 In 
_ January 199,2, an Independent ar­

bitrator ruled that Lawri should not have been demoted 
but the DEC has kept h1m 1n a JOb overseemg sewag~ 
and dnnkmg water systems Lawn 1s sumg to get h1s old 
JOb back 

!lllnt~:~ Sfienm~~~ 
liiJ WHAT HE DID: A Cordova manne biologist, he 
helped orgamze fisherman to protect "three f•sh hatcher­
Ies in the hect1c days followmg ' the sp1ll and became a 

' leadmg spokesman for local mter­
ests Later, he came up w1th the 
-1dea to use Exxon settlement funds 
to conserve forasts m Pnnce Wil­
ham Sound, Kena1 FJOrds National 
Park and'Kachemak Bay by buy1ng 
out loggers 

_ El WHERE HE IS TODAY· He IS 
sllll workmg ·for the Umvers1ty of 
Alaska Manne Advisory Program, 
and still ·devoted to oil-spill 1ssues; 
parttcularly tanker , safety He 
helped orgamze a conference 1n 
Anchorage th1s week mark1ng the 

five-year anniVersary -
[] WHAT HE SAYS: "We know that 011, f1sh and Wildlife 
don't m1x," Stemer says "We know -that oil ts harmful 
We know we can't fix what we've done That says to 
me that at .least 90 percent of our effort should be 
prevent•on" of, 011 sp1lls Tanker safety , has been 
Improved m Prmce W1lham Sound, he sa1d, but there are 
stll: Improvements . to be made here and around the 
world ' 
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r:l WHAT HE DID. The skrpper of the Ex~on Valdez, 

Mtchael Chalos and Joseph Hazelwood 

Joseph Hazelwood ordered the tanker to shift posrtron to 
dodge rcebergs, then left the bnc!ge Wrth Thrrd Mate 
Gregory Cousrns rn charge, the tanker faded to make a 
second turn and ran aground on Bllgh-Reef• Hazelwood 
was acqUitted of 1hree charges, rncludrng operatrng a 
vessel under the rnfluence of alcohol, and convrcted of 
negligent drscharge of orl, a mrc;;demeanor ' The convrc­
llon was overturned by the Alaska Court of Appeals, but 
the Alaska Supreme Court last December drrected the 
lower appellate court to reconsrder 
I!] WHERE HE IS TODAY: Srnce the· sprll, Hazelwood 
has worked as an oysterman rn Long Island Sound, an 
Instructor at the State Unrversrty of New York Mantrme 
College and, presently, as .a mantrme consultant f~· the 
New York law frrm 'of hrs defense attorney, 1\~ _·nael 
Chalos Hazelwood, who has an unlisted telephone 
number, drd not return messages left wrth hrs parents 
and wrth the law frrm, Chalos and Brown 

riE!lilllDeU'i! ~~.~llD 
0 WHAT HE I!JIID. The man at the helm when the tanker 
farled to negotrate a srmpte turn and ran aground, Robert 
Kagan testrfred at Joseph Hazelwood's tnal that the 
tanker captarn had .told hrm later that nrght he had done 
"a hell of a JOb " Thrrd Mate, Gregory Cousrns testrfred -
that what Hazelwood actually sard was, "Damn frne JOb 
Bob." Cousans said he anterpreted the remark as a~ 
attempt at black humor 
lbJ W/HIIEIRIE IHIIE IS_ TOIDA Y: According to. an Exxon 
spokeswoman, Kagan contrnues to work for Sea/Rrver 
Mantrme Inc , the new name for Exxon Shrpprng Corp 
The spokeswoman declined ,to say where and rn what 
capacrty Kagar, rs employ~d 
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D WHAT HE !DID· Adm Paul Yost, the nat1onal 
commandant of the U S Coast G-uard, was Pres1dent 

Bush's man on the scene rn Pnnce 
tr:;"-:-----.iiill>---;--::7'-:1 Wrll1am Sound a month af1_er the 

sp1ll Stung by cntrcrsm that the 
federal government wasn't do1ng 
enough, Bush drspat'ched Yost, a 
gruff-talkrng, take-charge guy In 
Valdez, Yost fended off sugges­
trons that the Coast Guard take 
over the sprll response, sayrng that 
would absolve Exxon of llabrllty He 
forced Exxon to come up With a 
much-delayed beach cleanup plan, 
but some of hrs other pronounce­
ments, such as ' a swrft decrsron 

that beaches should be cleaned wrih hot-water spray, 
were shelved as the JOCkeying over who should do what 
continued. The followrng year, rn May 1990, he retrred 
D WIHEIFIIE IHIIE US TODAY: Yost IS presrdent of the 
James Madrson Memonal Fellowshrp Foundatron, a 
federally funded agency rn Washrngton, D C • that 
awards student fellowshrps to hrgh school socral scrence 
and hrstory teachers Funded wrth a $20 mrlhon 
endowment from Congress, the agency's arm rs to 
rncrease teachers' understandrng of the Const1tutro'n 

D WHAT HE Dm. A drsgnmtled oil broker and rnvestor 
rn North Slope leases, Chuck Hamel became the b1ggest 

entre of the Alaska orl rndustry 
Four years before the March 1989 
sp1ll, Hamel had warned that 
Alyeska Prpehne Serv1ce Co and 
rts orl-company owners were sys­
tematically d1smant1rng the spill-re­
sponse program to cut costs After 
the sp1ll, Hamel was' rn Valdez 
workrng wrth commercial fishermen 
and helprng arrange for congres­
sronal heanngs Hamel later be­
came a condurt for Alyeska whrstle­
blowers reporting pers1stent prob­

'-==---~----', lems along the prpehne H1s' cntr-
crsm of the orl rndustry made hrm the target of a 1990 
spy rnvestrgatron by Alyeska and the Wackenhut Corp 
Hamel settled a damage lawsurt agarnst the two 
companres last December for an undrsclosed sum 
0 WHERE US HE TODA 'Y: After the settlement of hrs 
lawsUit, Hamel has vrrtually stopped hrs self-created role 
as the Alaska orl andustry's brggest and most effectrve 
entre, as he was once descnbed by a House commrttee 
that rnvestrgated the sprll and the spy operatron 
Operatrng out of hrs home rn Alexandna, Va , Hamel rs 
now pursurng a vanety of busrness o;>portunrltes and he 
sard he may get back rnto the orl transportatron busrness 

, 0 WHAT HE·SAY5: Alyeska arid rts owner companres 
"drsmantled th~ spill-response system because of greed 
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Greg Cous1ns, test1ftes m court. 

ffilll'e!m Ctm~SB[Jl!$ _. . -

huns 

o WHAT HE \01!10: As thrrd mate on the Exxon Valdez; 
Greg Cousrns was rn charge on the brrdge when the shrp ' 
hrt Bligh Reef frve years ago In October 1989, he 
pleaded no contest to crvrl charges of farllng to navrgate 
the tanker properly A Coast Guard Judge suspended hrs 
license for nrne months 
0 WHERE HE IS TODAY: Cousrns IS no longer wrth 
Exxon As of srx months ago, he was. workrng on a 
frerghter, accordrng to hrs 1Anchorage attqrney, Bob 
Rrchmond "The last I heard, he ·was' sarllng from 
Portugal to South Afnca," Rrchmond sard "I couldn't tell 
you much more than that " Cousrns may be back rn the 
spotlight soon, however. He rs one of !he defendants rn a 
crvrl lawsurt stemmrng from the sprll It 1s scheduled for 
tnal rn Anchorage federal court rn May 

~emlmJBS ~!Bl~S® 
10 WHAT HE mD: As Alaska's c_ommrss)oner' of 
Environmental Conservatron, Dennrs Kelso was the 
state's chref orl regulator at the .--------.., 
trme of the sprll and the cleanup 
that followed Quotable and telege­
nrc, he became the state's chref 
spokesman - and a maJor orl 
company entre In one East Coast 
press conference, he called 
Alyeska Prpehne's cleanup plan 
"the brggest prece of Amencan 
mantrme frctron srnce Moby Drck." 
0 'WIHIERIE HIE US TODAY: Now 
enrolled on a Ph D. program at the 
Unrversrty of Calrfomra, Berkeley, 
studymg energy and resources He · · ' ' 
returns to Alaska dunng the summer and works as a 
consultant and occasronal wilderness gurde 
0 WHAT HIE SAYS: The people of Pnnce _ Wrlham 
Sound "expenenced the Exxon Valdez sprll as a drrect 
and fnghtenrng threat to therr whole way of lrfe, but they 
never gave up . They believe there are strll adverse 
effects of the sprll, on salmon returns, phys1cal lesrons 
on herrrng, anomalies wrth salmon behavror " On 
learnrng the Alaska Legrslature rs consrdenng a. brll to cut 
back on tax collectrons for rts orl-sprll response fund, 
Kelso sard, "Frve years' out of the box, are we already 
forgettrng that the trme to prepare for a sprll IS before 
there 15 one?" " -

Oollll CIDltrnM~tt 
("!WHAT HE IDID: Don Cornett was Exxon's manager of 
Alaska operahons and was one of those on the front line 
of the press conferences and company public relatrons 
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eHorts W1th h1s nch drawl, he f1elded thousands of tough 
quest1ons about the slow progress of the spill cleanup 
t;;il WHERE HE IS TODAY· After the sp1ll he was 
promoted and returned to Exxon Co USA headquarters 
rn Houston He rs now Exxon's manager of publiC 
relatrons An Exxon spokesman sa1d Cornett couldn t 
talk about the sp1ll because of pendrng hllgatron 

Cm!!1lw. Sfte~errn Mclr:a~~ 
r:;J WHAT HE DID. As thedederal on-scene coordrnator 
and capta1n of the Port of Valdez, he was the pornt man 
who tned to keep the federal, state - ' 
and orl rndustr)' groups workrng · 
together to clean up" the sp1ll Thrs 
put hrm rn the m1ddle of f1erce 
rnflghtrng that broke out between 
drfferimt agencres and between 
'agencres and Exxon over how to 
proceed wrth. the cleanuiJ 
0 WHERE HE IS' TODAY: McCall 
has retrred from ·the Coast Guard 
and rs work1ng wrth Marrtrm~ Over­
seas-Corp, a tanker. oper~ilor, as, 
manager of envrronmental affarrs 
Manhme operates tankers under 
charter to Bntrsh Petroleum, rncludrng some that ply the 
Alaska trade McCall's JOb rs to develop orl pollutron 
conllngen'cy plans that ,meet federal requrrements 
developed 1n the aftermath -of the Exxon Valdez spill 
D WHAT HE SAYS: The sprll came rn McCall's fourth 
and frnal year rn Valdez, an unusual!y long tour of duty 
for a Coast Guard offrcer and one that he drd not expect 
"By all nghts I shouldn't have been anywhere near 
Valdez on March 24 But berng there that long 
helped me because I knew all the people and who I 
could rely on and who I couldn't rely on, and who was 
twisting the truth and who was talk1ng on both srdes of 
!herr mouth " ' 

D WHAT' SHE 10!10: As an establrshed resrdent of 
Cordova 'and a commercral flsherrr.an wrth advanced 

degrees _rn marrne ppllutron, R1k1 
Ott was well-known around Pnnce 
,Wrllram Sound before -March 24, 
1989 But she leaped rnto promi­
nence on a m:.ach broa_der stage 
durrng th'e press conferences that 
followed the orl spill, askrng tough, 
technrcal ciuestrons about orl-sprll 
cleanup plans, partrcularly those " 
rnvolvrng chem)cal drspersants 
She later· he,lped form the Orl 
Reform Alliance, , whrch , brought 

--=-"'--~~ envrronmentallsts and commercral 
_ frshermen together to work 

[J WIHIERE StilE IS TODA 'Y: Ott- says she ts strll dorng 
the same work She IS revrf:!wrng, questronrng, rnterpret· 
rng and commentrng on the-government's and Exxon's 
screntrfrc frndrngs She has done some consultrng work 
for Greenpeace She rs dorng volunteer work for Alaska_ 
Clean Water Alliance and rs habitat charrman of the 
Unrted Frsherinen of Alaska She rs also a frber artrst 
whose work focuses on n1arrne ecology themes The Orl 
Reform Alliance she helped form was diSSolved earlier 
thrs month, but has been replaced by other grass-root 
groups made up of c6mmercral frshcrmen and environ-

- mentalists, Ott sard 
• G'l WHAT SHE SAYS: "The tragedy now rs the 

rncredrble manrpulatron by Exxon to make us thrnk that 
the sprll rs not as bad as we thrnk," Ott sard Wrthout the 
sprll, she added, "I wouldn't be who I am today They 
(Exxon) created me " ' 
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The· Exxon. Valdez shortly after it hit Bligh Reef ~n March 
24, 1989~ The tanker lea.k~d 1 t million gaJlon§rof crude oil 

which tainted. more than 1,54 7 ~ies of shoreline. s 

Cordova Times Page 2 of ?. 
March 24, 1994 Vol. 80 #3 P. 8, 9 & 10 
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By S()ren Wuerth 
She loa,ked harder-at-the ocean. Black ml 

swirled like· a plague around the mmmtal/1-
The Cordova 1)mes 'ous islands that had just compelled her to 

Five y;ars ago today, a plane swu11g in'. ·''~tare. , . 
low over ,Prince William Sound. The plane's ': "A-hem; ·we've got work to dq, " a public 
passengers were Exxon public· relations spe- · relauons experts suddenly mterrupts. She 
ciqlists, .attorneys and corporate leaders.' ' turns from th~ wmdow . · 

'A woman aboard the plane gltmced,aw~y.·' ~- -
for a moment,from the open bnefcase on her The .sJory may not be far from reahty. For 
lap: She looked at the razor-sharp [Jeaks that . 'five years: Exxon has earned out an arguahly 
sl1ced their way down'into rainforests: She successful camp:J,ign to help people forget 
follow~d the forests to the shores, then to the . ,ilie1r \11 ~mjho~ gallm1 ml sp1ll · . 
ocean. The scenary"captivated her. · ' Well, n!'!!e are a few remmders ... 

Clockwise from top: A scientist il")spects an oiled bird he pulled from Prmqe Wilham 
Sound. An estJmated-4,500 sea otters died as a direct result of th~ spiiLThe popu­
lation in Pnnce Wilham Sound may have been reduced by as much as 30 percent. 
Clean-up workers spray·down beaches in remediation efforts 

tl 
il 
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Photos courtesy Nlki Ott 

An oil-covered commorant struggles on a beach shortly after the spill. B1rd mortalities due to the spill may have totaled 
as much as a half a m1lhon. About 90 spec1es of b1rds and ducks were affected. 

- --- --- - - - -~--
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~MQ)'ite~ 
~fr(D)11Tlli itlllie-_1}2)©\~il: 

The followmg are quotes by Eqon's Don Cor­
nett, whi le he addressed a town meetmg, March 
28, 1989, at the Cordova H1gh Scj10ol 

Col!"rrneU: 
"You have had some good luck and you don't 

reahze it You don't have the Glacier Bay, you 
have Exxon and we do business stra1ght. 

Ques~ftmnex-: · 
"We don't have the abiltty to asses!> what the 

ftnanctalloss mtght be for a penod of up to 10 
years." 

Col!"rrneU: 
"That's right, we don't have any idea We are 

afra1d of what m1ght happen Were I tn your shoes, 
I would be very afra1d. But these gentlemen who 
are htred by the o;tate and pa1d to momtor those 
thmgs and keep track of the f1shenes, who know 
j1lhons tunes more than I do about the fishmg bust­
ness, w11l be able to tell us whether that nnpact IS 

a long range impact and that falls m the sam~ cat­
egbry, 'show us and we'll take care of 1t.' And 
that' s what I am here to tell you tomght." 

lLocsB IDusirrness msrrn: 
"This oil spill IS going to be a devastatmg fac­

tor for thts commumty." 
Conneta: 
"Ir'you can show that you have a loss as a result 

of thts sp1ll we will compeno;ate 11 ... I know what A fishing boat booms off oil 1n Pnnce W1lham Sound. 
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Ham talking about I'm not gomg to get mto a 
yellmg matchabout your hfe style .. I am going 
to tel1 you wharExxon is prepared to do. You want 
to come m today and have me·harid you some 
money?'' 

What have you lo~t at th1s pomt that I could 
compensate you for, other .than the fact that we 
have had to have this meetmg, and the fact that 
you have had to see your beauttful Prmce Wtlham 
Sound besnurched with crud, I am sorry about that, 
but that is ndt at this stage m t1me compensable, 
but if you nets don't fill up- that we can take 
care of. 

If you show that you motel goes out of busmess 
- that we can take care of 

I feel for you ... I spoke with the prestdent of 
the company three times today . H .know what I 
am talkmg about. 

You don't remember this, bu.nt I was here 13 
years ago in th1s very room. We had th1s same con-

Photo courtesy of R1k1 Ott ' 

ver~at10n and I told you
1 
the same thmg then that I 

tellmg you now - we will conc;1der whatever it 
takes to make you whole 

Put ll on paper and brmg it to the table. 
USCG Comm:allrni!lleJr Mo~rtollll, off tllie JPo~rt off 

Va~dlez: 

\ "There IS 240,000 barrels of oil out there. I have 
never seen that much oil in my life before and n 
have been domg thts for 15 years Th1s IS a tremen­
dou.ns amount of oil. It's your worst mghtmare 
from a response mode its very, very dtfficult. You 
feel totally u.nseless." 

Cowlllle~t: 

"This (oil spill) is a very low probability event. 
Unfortunately, it happened and we are taking the 
responsibility for 1t." 

- Compiled by Ross Mullins. 
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rey Tolf'lly reaclkert 

Alaska Newsp~pers 

ln December 1993, some florida high school students 
watched an environmental video titled, .. Scnentists and the 
Alaska· Oil Spill.'' When the v1deo was over, some 
students wanted to know if they had just watched a docu­
mentary on the environmental impacts of the 1989 Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, or a .. commercial" for Exxon 011 Co., 
which produced the video and distributed it to schools 
natwnwnde as an .. educational aid . ., 

The teacher, Ricki Richmond-Sills of .lfones High School 
!Ill Orlando, voiced this concern in a letter she wrote on 
her students' behalf to the Valdez Chamber of Commerce 
last month. Kt was s1gned by 72 science students who want­
ed to know how Alaskans and. scientists not on Exxon's 
payml~ feel about Exxon's assessment of the environmental 

state of Prince Wilham Sound, five years after the March 
24, 1989, 11-million gallon oil spill. 

''We realize there are two sides to every story," the stu­
dents wrote. "We would appreciate' anyone who would 
please wnte and mform us of you.nr feelings about the clean­
up effort, the quality of fishing and sea hfe and impact on 
your daily lives We hope for all of you that your beauti­
ful commumty wm never experience another disaster" 

The other side to the story is contained in a report called 
"The Truth About The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill," a com­
pilation of data and analysis presented by local manne 
experts and scientists not under contract to Exxon. 

Hn summary, the "Truth" document contradicts mu.nch 
of Exxon's assessments; contains statistics that show envi­
ronmental recovery to be "decades" away; and accuses 
Exxon of manipulating data and! reieasmg the video in an , 
attempt to "construct a false reaUity of ilie situa1tlion in Alas-
ka in order to influence pubhc perception." 

!Exxon spokesman Dennis Stenczuk, when asked to 
update Exxon's spm assessment contained in the IS-month­
old video, declined fu.nrther comment and said· Exxon 
.. stands by" the video which, in summary, says the Sou.nnd 
has recovered from the spill. 

00$ 

66 Sdemntists aumi!lltl.llne ADaslkan OliR SI!DnHA:" 
The green and white video case- which indudes color 

photos of a bald eagle, sea otter and starfislh - states: 
.. Learn from the experts who worked behind the scenes on 
the front lines .... Learn how scientists determmed the 
best ways to clean the shorelines. Hear them assess the 
state of the environment today and its prognosis for the 
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future." , 
Mostly heard '"the narrator'<; voace, wh1ch '>tmnd~ 

nearly 1den1Jcal to that of George Pmge. the vmce 
of PBS's "~ature" senes The Exxon-hJred narra­
tor's name IS not cred1ted 111 the v1deo. 

Throughout the 22-mmute a<;<;essment, the nar­
rator refers to the sptll a'\ "the 1989 Valdez otl <>pill." 
leavmg out the word Exxon and perhaps further con­
fu'>mg tho<;e non-Ahl'>kan'> who. because of the name 
ol the tanker. assume Valde7 was envmmmentally 
1111pacted by the "Pill when, m actualtty, Its c;hore<> 
d1dn 't recetve a drop of mi. 

The narrator doe<>, however, u<>e the word Exxon 
frequently a<; he talk'> about how the o1l company 
helped to "'>ave" wtldhfe m the aftermath of the '>pill 

"How are the ammal.., domg?" he ask-; -;tudent'l 
natmnw1de a<; they watch a clean, healthy female 
sea otter frohckmg With II<> newborn pup The next 
-;cene ">how<> other clean otter-; gettmg a bubble bath 
at one of the three mled-amrmtl treatment centers set 
up w1th Exxon funds and manned by Exxon-h1red 
worker<; 

"Plam d1-;h-washmg hqllld wac; most effecuve Ill 
removmg the oil," the narrator <>ay<>, addmg that 63 
percent of the 357 oller<; captured were returned ahve 
to the '\ound 

Ehewhere m the v1deo, Exxon e'>llmate'i 1.000 
otter~ d1ed m the '>pill 

Next, the narratm tell<> <:tudent'> how Exxon helped 
captu1e and .. ave bald eagle<> The c:;cene c;how<; a 
wom.m workmg with one of the lJ 3 captured b1rd..; 
at a tu.·atment center 

"Sc1enti..,h wrapped the eagle<> Ill c;oft, flannel 
pnJamas," the narrntor says.·"Was there any ml m 
the1r beaks'!" 

Exxon <>ays 98 of the 113 buds were releac:;ed 
unharmed but menttons no estimate of the number 
of eagles killed in the <>pill. 

Exxon al'>o boasts of being able to save "many'' 
sea bird'>, <>uch,ac; murres and gull'>. 

"Unfortunately, many others.d1ed," the narrator 
says, est1mating the number of dead seabuds at 
36,000. 

"Fortunately, c;cienti'it'> know that the area con­
lam'> large populatiOn<> able to overcome these los<>­
e<>," he add~ 
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"And what about the fl'>h'l" he a'>k'\ "SL1enll'>l.., 
know from prevmu<; ob.,ervatmns of other <;pill" 
dround the world that open water ftsh are rarely .It 
n""- becau<;e httle otl gets 1nto the water column 
where they hve" 

Exxon backc; up thut statement by pomllng out 
that the 1990 Sound pmk salmon run -the ft..,h that 
'>wam through the spill a~ fry on thear way to open 
'\ea- and the 1991 run were the two of largest ever 
recorded, with the 1991 harvest "<;o abundant that 
mallmn<; of pounds were g1ven to needy people m 
the Soviet Union." 

The Exxon v1deo then show<; a conveyor belt full 
· of packmg boxe'>, presumably full of salmon head­

mg to the Ru<;•aan needy. 
••• 

"The Truth About The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill:" 
The mne-page report opens wtth a harsh cntJcJsm 

of Exxon's versiOn of the current state of the Sound 
"Exxon has aggresc:;ively attempted to tnvtahze 

the pubhc'c; genume concern for the extraordmary 
damage they cauc;ed to one of the most outstandmg 
manne area'> m the world," wrote co-author R1ck 
Stemer, a marme biOlogy profes'ior at'the Umver<;J­
ty of Aht">ka and fisherman of Prince Wilham Sound 

Stemer and Rtkt Ott, a Cordova env1romnentah<;t, 
~cJentJ'>t and chmrwoman of the Hab1tat Committee of 
Umted F1<;hermen of Ala'ika, compiled a h'>t of '>pill­
related wlldhfe damage and casualttes, U<;mg data from 
the US F1sh and Wildlife Servtce and from scJentrst<; 
h1red by the Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee Counc1l. 

"The irony m all of thts !S that everythmg locke; OK 
out there," Ott smd "If you're out in a boat y.ou'll c;ee 
engle'> and sea otter.. and maybe a whale tf you're lucky 
But look'> can be decetvmg And Exxon IS playmg'On 
that" _ 

The numbers m thc;-:;;port show S1gmf1cantly more 
damage than Exxon'<>, both short-term and long-term 

Sea otters: "3,500 to 5,500 killed by acute expo­
sure to oil." (Exxon satd 1,000.) Study results relea<;ed 
Ill 1993 show no recovery yet aue to htgher yearhng 
mortality and "poc:;sible" reproductive problems rn sea 
otter'> wh1ch continue to eat oiled prey, parttcularly 
blue mu'><>els 

The stud1e'> al<>o pomt out other marine mammal 
mor1ahty not meillloned m the Exxon v1deo, l>Uch a" 
the 25 (..11ler whale<> '>till nmsing from the pre-c;p11l pop­
ui.I!Jon ol 182 
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Bald Eagles: An e~t!Jnated 580 ktlled from expo­
<,ure to otl (Exxon dtdn't mentton any eagle mortali­
ty ) Stud1es also show an addttJOnal loss of more than 
J 00 ch1cks but agree with Exxon that the populatiOn 
had begun to recover as early as 1990. 

Sea Birds: An esttmated 300,000 dead murres 
(Exxon estimated 36,000 total sea bird mortality.) The 
studtes found the populatton has not begun to recover 
smce survtvmg murres expenenced breedmg dtsrup­
tJons due to oil expo'iure, which accounts for an addt­
tmnalloss of "at lea~t" 300,000 chtcks 

Among the other sea birds not mentioned in the 
Exxon vtdeo ic; the harlequin Duck, which the report 
states has expenenced nearly total reproductive fail­
ure in the western regmn of the Sound every year smce 
the spill 

Pink Salmon: An estimated 15 mtllion to 25 mil­
hon "missing" from I 990 return, and more mtssmg 
from 1992 and 1993 returns. Studtes show high egg 
mortahty moiled streams in 1989, htgher egg mortal­
Ity m 1990 and 1991, and "gross defonnittes," such as 
clubbed fms and curved spines m larvae from mled 
streams. 

The report does not contest the htgh 1991 return' 
mentmned by Exxon, but Stemer said that particular 
harvest did not navtgate properly, whtch resulted in a 
mass of salmon holdmg out in the Sound and return­
ing late, already spawned-out, and therefore practi­
cally valueless to fishermen, which is why hatcheries 
and processors qu1ckly donated the fish to other mar­
ket~. rather than wastmg tt. 
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Senator faces questions 
By Cindy M. Stimson 

The Cordova T1mes 

Thanks to the organization of Patti and Jim Kallander, 24 select 
Cordovans were gtven the opportunity to directly question U.S. Sen 
Frank Murkowskt at an informal lunch last weekend at the Cannery 
Row Cookhouse Cafe · 

A btd was offered last year to have lunch with Sen. Murkowskt 
durmg Anchorage-based KAKM T.V. statmn's annual fund-ratsmg 
dnve, and now - almost a year later, the Senator was able to keep 
hts commitment to the highest bidders. 

When the opportunity to have lunch with Murkowskt was 
announced, Patti Kallander took that idea and expanded on tt- she 
went around Cordova and gathered what she considered to 'be "intel­
ligently targeted donation_s," rounding up $800 cash to bid on the 
lunch -

"I just thought it would be neat if we could get Sen. Murkowski 
to actually come to Cordova and answer some direct questions," said 
Kallander. "I thmk he thought he'd be hav!ng a nice little lunch w1th 
the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce; or something along those 
hnes. I don't thmk he ever thought he'd have to have real meeting 
facing real people." · 

The qu~Stlons put to Murkowski were varied- Nancy Bird asked 
htm to lopk into the issues facing the Mtddle East; Tone Baker, John 
Bocc1, Karl Becker and EJ Chesier's questions dealt With specifics 
relatmg to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill, and Ed Bilderback wanted to 
know Sen Murkowski's stand on the Brady Bill and gun control 

Baker requested Murkowskt's support on the SEA Plan and the 
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appnmmate $4 mtlhon the EVOS 
Tru~tee~ are slattng for PWS 
research and restorJlton 

Jeff Ba1Iey asked what can be 
done to extend the date of the IRS 
permll tssue regardmg the depreci­
ation of penntts purchased afler 
1991. 

After fatlmg to get an~wers to 
specific questiOns, several members 
at the pnvate functton came to the 
conclusion that Sen Murkowsk1 
came to Cordova with a set agenda 
already m place. 

"I tholllght Murkowsk.J contmu~ 
ally told IllS we have to do the work 
ourselves, he isn't going to help us," 
sa1d J1m Kailander. "He basically 
told 1liS to promote our own con­
cerns. K explained that's what we've 
been doing all along and we aren't 
getting anywhere With the EVOS 
trustees We've been trymg to 
secure the fundmg and after all 'of 
our contmual huge lobbymg efforts 
all we've gotten IS $15 million out 
of the ~eUlement Murkowski didn't 
listen to us - he said we had to 
keep on domg It ourselves " 

Kallander went on to say he sees 
Cordova possibly gettmg help from 
Gregg Renkes, M urkowski 's Chu!f 
of Staff 

"Maybe we'll be able to get 
some a~<;I~lance from hun. I would 
say he <;eemed a lot more Interest­
ed m what we had to say than 
Murkowskl thd," Kallander sard 

Sheelagh Mullms handed Sen 
M urkowsk1 a package wnh the 
words, "Ht IS time for JUSTICE to 
be served .. " from her husband 
Ross Mulhns, who m Apnl of 1971: 
expressed that "an oil spill is 
ineVItable if Valdez is turned into a 
pipeline termmus." 

Mullms, a commercial fishennan 
and fighter for Prmce William 
Sound, put together the package 
containing materials Slllb<:tantJatmg 
hrs cla1m of the oil mdustnes bro­
ken promises to the people of the 
Sound over the past 20 years 

Patti Kallander saved her ques­
tiOn forthe end of the lunch, a ques­
tion the people of Alaska have been 
rumonng about for several months 
now - will Frank Murko~slk1 be 
running for Governor of Alaslka? 

____ Cmdy Simson/Cordova T1mes 

U S Sen Frank Murkowskr talks wrth AI Rule, a Cordova frsherm~n. 

M~rkowski said he was inter­
ested m returning to work for the 
peop!e of Alaska, althou.Jgh he 
wasn t mterested .m announcing If 
he would be mnning in the next 
electiOn for govemor " 

h 
• ... anytime 

wu m the next three days , 
Murkowski said he ha<: semon­

ty m the Senate and he knows that's 
valuable to have as a politician and 
eventually that will be helpful to the 

people of Alaska 

After spendmg all of two hours 
m Cordova, Murkowskt was 
whisked away to the airport by 
Mayor Margy Johnson, where he 
was headed to Juneau for a drnner 
m his honor 

"At lea~t the food at the lun­
cheon wa~ re,!lly great, .. satd 
Kallander 

Cordvova Times 
March 24, 1994 Vol. 80 #3 P. 15 

Page 1_ of 2 

By lo111y IBickert 

Alaska Newspapers 

Frve year<; ago tod<~y. the followmg 15 
people hJd thetr 15 mmute~ of fame, 'or per­
haps mfamy, as they were mvolved at least 
md1rectly m the March 24, 1989 Exxon 
Valdez spill that ~pllled II million gaiiQns 
of oil mto Pnnce Wilham Sound - the 
most damagmg, man-made environmental 
dtsaster ever recorded m the U.S 

Today, some of thqse people- the offi­
cers on the hndge of the tanker, the imttal 
respon,der~ to the sptll, a~d the regulators 
and watchdogs who oversaw the mcident 
-have gone on to o)her places' and pro­
fes~wns Some remam mJheir professwm 
m different capacities, and some are slill, 
domg the same JOb 

Wlhlerre werre ~lhley tlh!ei!TI and! wlhlere are 
~lh!ey llliOW? , 

o .JloseJilllhl JH[azenwoodl 
Tlhlei!TI: Captam, Exxon Valdez Hazel­

wood, under the influence of al~ohol, was 
dozmg in his suite when the ship ran 
aground off of Bligh Reef. - , 

Now: Conslllltant for his 'attomey, 
Michael Cllalos of Chalos & Brown, the 
New Y mk law fum who represented tum 
and successfully appeale,~ his mnsdemeanor 
charge of lllleglngent ~1scharge of mi. Hazel­
wood, who rnqw offers advice to- Ius 
employer Ollll Oil nnduStllJ'-reJated h_t1gat10n, 
is Cllllrrentlly residing m Caillfomia 

o Greg C'ollllSDIIliS 
'll'lhlellll: Third mate, Exxon, Valdez. 

Cousins had been in charge'o( the ship's 
passage thmugh the Solllnd when it stmck 
Bligh Reef. After an investigation, th_e U.S. 
Coast GUJard sllllspended h1s license for mne 
months. 

Now: Cousins is no longer employed by 
Exxon. He is once again lice111sed to oper­
ate oil tarnl!cers. His whereabouts were 
mrnlmow111 at the time of this writing. 

' ' 
o Bob KagaiJll 

'j[:ihtei!TI: Helmsman, Exxon Valdez KagJn 
was at the wheel when the ship ran aground 

Now: Still employed by E~xon's ~h•p­
pmg company, now called SeaRiver Mar-
I!Rme Inc. ' , 

,, ' 

" Mallllreellll J o1111es 
'lflhlen: Lool}out, Exxon Valdez Jones 

w~s ftrst on the bndge to,reahze the ship 
was off course 

Now: Jones IS no longer employed by 
Exxon, but 1s reportedly <>till employed m 
the maritime mdustry. She hves m North 
Carohna 

" JBnnce lLanlforrdl 
' Tlhlerm: Radar watch slander, U S Coast 

Guard's Valdez office 'Lanford was the first 
' person not on board the shtp to Jearn' of the 

mc1dent when Hazelwood radwed him at 
ll2.26 a.m. that the Exxon Valdez was "hard 
aground" off Bligh Reef - , 

Now: Radar v,:atch slander, US. Coast 
Guard's Valdez offnce 

" Go~don 'lfayllo1r 
1l'llne1111: Radar watch slander, U.S Coast 

Guard's Valdez office Taylor had b_e~n on 
watch dunng the ship's passilge:through 
the v,alldez N_arrows and had J~St changed 
shifts with H....anfmd when ·Hazellwood 
radwed the grounding. , , _ 

Now: Alyeslka !Pipeline Service Co. 
employee, with the Ship Escort Response 
Vessell System in Valldez. , 

" Steve McCann 
'JI'lhlellll:Commandnng Officer, U.S. Coast 

GUJard's Valdez office. 
N<IJ)~: Government H....naison, Maritime 

Overseas, New York. 

" lD>allll lLawllll 
Tllnellll: Alaska Department of Envlron­

melllltai Conservation !Prince WilHam Sound 
District Supervisor, with complete over-

I" I 

( 
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<;Ight of Alye<;ka Manne Termmal and all 
tanker traf(1c 

Lawn wao; a"leep at home when, at 12 50 
am, Alye"ka'<; OperatiOn" and Control 
Center not1f1ed hun of the groundmg. An 
hour later, Lawn, aboard an Alyeska palot 
boat, wa" among the f1rst to survey the im­
tial spi II age 

Now: DEC Env1ronmelfllal Engmeer:,but 
can only deal wtth non-Aiyeska-related 
1ssues 

(Lawn, an aggress1ve regulator who 
questwned Alyeska as well a<; his own 
department for the inept m1tial response to 
the sptll, was demoted aftet the sp1li to h1s 
current positmn He sued the DEC on 
charge<> of wrongful demotion, won hts ca<>e 
in 1992 m bindmg arbitration, but has sull 
not been g1ven back h1s Alyeska ovemght 
dut1es The ca<>e-•s now pending m state 
Supenor Court ) 

" Latrry Shier 
TlilleJI1l: Manne Manager, Alyeska Marine, 

Terminal. Sh1er dnected Alyeska's imtial 
spill response. , 

Now: Oil sp11l contmgency plan review 
department, Alyeska Manne Termmal 

'· ' 

" Chuck O'Doll1lll1lell 
'lrllne!lll: Terminal Manager, Alyeska 

Manne Terminal. 
Now: In c'i11arge of oil movement and 

storage, Alyeska, Anchorage: 

" George Nel_son 
Tlien: President, Alyeska. ' 
Now: Alyesk'a owners asked Nelson to 

retire-shortly after the spill. He now resades 
in Sudden Valle~. Wash. 

" Bm Deppe . __ 
'lfltnam: Ship-ground coordinator. Exxon 

Shipping Co. Deppe relieved Hazelwood 
of his duties and oversaw lightering oper­
ations - pumping oil from the Exxon 
Valdez onto other Exxon tankers. 

Now: Valdez port operations coordina-

Page 2 of 2 

tor, SeaR1ver Mant1111e Inc (formerly 
Exxon Sh1ppmg Co ) Deppe ovcr<;eel> <>hlp­
pmg operation-; m Valdez 

o If"lhliH !Eichenberger 
Then: Chief mate, Exxon Sh1ppmg ~o 

E1chenb~rger was al<>o mvolved m ltghter-
ing operatiOns· 1 

Now: Supplemental mate, SeaR.1ver 
Maritime Inc. Eichenberger a<;'\ISI'> tanker 

.. loadmg operatwns m Valdez 

" IF!rank Iarossa 
' !fltnen: Prestdent, Exxon Sh1ppmg Com­

pany.llarossi flew from Hou<;ton tQ Yaldez 
to direct Exxon spill respon<>e ,.-

Now: Chamnan, A n1encan Bureau .of 
Sh1ppmg, a world-w1.de f1rm ba<>ed~m New 
York that inspects and cla~sifies d,Tt:inkerc; 

(Accordmg to the book ,;Tanker.::Full dr 
Trouble," py Erne Nalder, larossi' recently 
cnt1c1zed insurance compames for commg 
aboard tankers to conduct safety mspec­
twns in which they labeled 22 of 28 tankers 
unsafe. larossi accused the msurance com­
panies of "distractmg" the tanker captams, 
whtch could someday cause an acctdent.) 

"R.a!kkn ou 
Thei!B: Cordova manne sctentJ<;t, ecolo­

gist, environmental acuvist, ml mdustry 
watchdog, member Umted Fishermen of 
Alaska. Ott, speakmg at a teleconference 
abOut oil transportation in Valdez on Marcil 
23, 1989, accused the oil industry of pl,ay­
nng "Russian roulette" and that it was not 
a question of "if' an oil spill would occur 

·in Prince Wjlliam'Sound, but "when:' Four 
hours later the Exxon V ~ldez ran aground. 

Now: Cordova marine scaentist, ecolo­
gist, environmental activist. oil industry ' 
watchdog, member United Fishermen of 
Alaska. ' 

" IEx:r.tl!lliJII Valdez 
Now: The repaired tanker hauls oil 

across the Mediterranean Sea as the 
SeaRi ver' Mediterranean. 

r 
Cordvova Times Page 1 of 1 

March 24, 1994 Vol. 80 #3 P. 14 

Sc~ernt~sts ~earn from Exxon ~dez 
The Assoc1ated Press 

ANCHORAGE- Two more 
conference<> are <>cheduled m 
Anchor..tge lh1~ we~k to comc1de 
w1th the fifth anmver~ary of the 
Exxon Valdet ~pill, already the 
mo-;t ~crutll117ed dJ\a<;ter of 11~ 
kmd 

A tluee-d.ty meetmg begmmng 
Wedne~day com .. entrale<; on oJI­
"PIII pleVCIIIHJil Ill the wale of the 
Prmce W1ll.am 'soulfi.l -;pill 

A \CUJI1d meet 111)!. the day 
before will look ;}r;juoJe<-1' to 
re<>tm e the en\ 11 onlneni 

Othei -;cJent,ftc-,f:;;\wn" ove1 
the pa't year h.tve p1ttea Exxon·., 
optlllll<;lic fnl<Jmg<> •eg.udlllg the 
damage c.tu<.ed hy the "Pill .tg.un'\1 
more guarded for ec,l\t<; prodm:ed 
by government agencie<; 

NumeiOU\ reporh l1.1ve detailed 
the dam:.~ge harbor, <;eal<;, <;ea 
otter<;, pmk <;almon, Pa{,rf1c her­
nng and several knu.l<; of bird'>­
mcludmg common murre<> and 
harlequm ducks -<>how "I lllle 
or no <;Jgn'' of recovery m Pnnce 

Other spedes proved nature's resilience. 
Thirteen kmer whaJes disappeared from a 

·prince Womam So.und pod between 1988 and 
1990; state scnentists say that group us grow= 
ing·again.-

Wilham Sound, the <>tate says 
Hemng Jo<;<;e<> are <>lgmfJcant, 

expert<> <>ay, <>mce the <>mall f1c;h 
are. targeted by commerci..tl fl<>h­
ermeiLand are a key lmk Ill the 
'ound'<> fo<ld cham: 

Meanwhile, survey team<. at 
Sleepy Bay l,l<;t year reported 011 
ll<J.llmg to the surface after chem­
ICal treatment 

Pete Peter<>on, a Umver'ill)' of 
North Carolma manne <>Cientl<;t, 
~a1d the,<;ound's mul>\el bed.;; are 
a hngenng concern Mussel 
colomes act hke armor, sh1eldmg 
any oil .trapped under the beds 

Peterson says trapped oil may 
contribute to chronic, low-g'rade 

, pollutiOn that could •do damage 

over lime 
Expert<; are particularly con­

cerned about bnds that e..tl the 
nnl~<>el<; 

Other <>pecle<> proved nalure·~ 
re..,1hence 

Thirteen k1ller wh'ale.., d!'>ap­
peared from a Prwce Wrllmm 
Sound pod betwee~ 1988 and 
1990, <;Late SCJenti~IS <;ay that 
group '" growmg agarn ' 

A.,· many ac; 300 bald eagle<;' d1ed 
m the spill FIVe years later, a draft 
plan for, Prrnce WJIIIam Sound 
restoratiOn note<; that eagle'<; 
already may have recovered, 
along wtth some populatiOn<> of 
black oyster catcher<; and ';ockeye 
<>almon near Kod1ak~ 

·f 

.1 1 ~-.-r ·-·-~--· -----. 



Cordvova Times Page 1 of 2 
March 24, 1994 Vol. 80 #4 P. 4 

' 

Judge sides with Exxon over 

Native damage claims 

The Assoc1ated Press 

ANCHORAGE- A federal 
JUdge dec1dmg pretnal I'>SUe<; 111 

the nm'islve Exxon Valdez CIVIl 
law'iult ha'i sa1d Ala'ika Nat1ve<; 
may not collect damage<; for harm 
to the1r way o(hfe followmg the 
ml spill m 1989 

A plamtiff<;' lawyer has sa1d he 
wiH appeal once the cla'i!>~act1on 
trial, <;cheduled for May 2, IS over 

The su1t m U.S D1stnct Court 
m Anchorage ha'i been descnbed 
as the mo'it complicated of Jl<; kmd 
in Ala-;ka hl'ilory. Expert<; will tes­
ttfy on marine sc1ence, land val­
ue<; and whether there are any lm­
genng effect<;. 

The tanker accident dumped 
nearly I I million gaiiOIJ'i of ml, 
the largest <iplll m U.S hJ'itory. 

Sidmg w1th lawyers for Exxon, 
U.S. DJ'itrict Judge H. Rus<;e( Hoi-

'The E:!tx:on Valdez on spill was a disaster of 
major proportions, but it did not deprive Alas­
ka Natives of their culture.' 

land said m a decision Wednes­
day the company was not liable 
for "non-economic" damages,' 
wh1ch could include mtangibles 
such a<; d1sruption m tradJtJOnal 
sources of food. 

Villagers in the spill's path were 
warned not to eat seafood that 
smelled oily Holland said Nat1ves 
from Kodiak, Kachemak and 
Pnnce William had not suffered 
greater d1sruptton than avid sport 
fishermen or committed env1ron-

-H. Russel .Holland 
U.S. District Judge 

mentahsts, who also chenshed the 
regton. , 

"The Exxon Valdez oil spill 
wa<; a disaster of major propor­
tiOns, built d1d not depnve Alas­
ka NatJves of their culture," Hol­
land wrote. 

M1chael Hausfeld, a Washmg­
ton, D.C., lawyer representmg Vil­
lagers, smd Na11ves may sttll sue 
for loss of ftsh, game and wild 
plants Hausfield, who said plam­
tJffs eventually would appeal, said 
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Holl.md's rulmg was a senous set-
back , ·~ 

"The maJor mjury to the Ala<;­
ka NatJves was the d1srupt10n 
cau.<;ed by the damage to the 
resource," Hausfeld sa1d. 

He saJd Holland had determmed 
that in theh' relaiJOnshlp 'to 
resources, Alaska Nat1ves were 
not dtfferent than other rural 
Alaskans. "We disagree," the 
lawyer said. -

The SUJI, wh-Jch mvolves an-esti­
mated I 00,000 plaintiffs ;nclud­
mg commercial fishermen, 
Nat1ves and landowners, has been 
orgamzed m three phases~ 

FJrSt, a JUry wlll dec1de 1f Exxon 
acted m a way that makes 1t liable 
for puntttve damages 

A <;econd phase wlll dec1de 
what compen<;at10n _ If any _ 
the oil g1ant owes, and a th1rd step 

would set that amount. 
In a philosophical departure 

from legal reasonmg, the JUdge 
noted that incursions by Rus<;Jans, 
American whalers and mmers 
have over the centunes mfluenced 
Native culture 

But, he wrote, a way of hfe IS 
"deeply embedded m the mind 
and heart" and cannot be changed 
by catastrophe. 

"Development of the Prudhoe 
Bay oil fields, the construction of 
processmg facJhlies, and the tran<;­
Alaska p1pelme on the North 
Slope of the Brooks Range were, 
m all probability, a much greater 
and certamly longer-lasting mcur­
SJon mto Na11ve culture than the 
Exxon Valdez ml spill, yet the 
Inup1at have thrived," the JUdge 
sa1d. 
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Tides, time help Prince William Sound 

recover from spill 

By Rosanne Pagal')o 

Associated Press 

CORDOVA- T1des and times 
have been kmd to Pnnce William 
Sound m the fiVe years since the 
Exxon Valdez rammed a charted 
reef, dumping nearly J I million gal­
lons (42 nulhon liters) of crude oil 
mto pnstine waters. 

Storms have scoured Alaska's 
J ,500 mile<; (2,400 kms) of pollut­
ed coa'>llme, removmg about half 
the otl embedded in some places. 
Many beaches look clean Popula­
lton forecasts for bald eagles are 
good The toumts are back. 

"It's behmd us," sa1d John 
· Manly, an aide to Gov Walter J. 
Hickel, who<;e admimstratJOn won 
a dlrs 900 rmlhon settlement from 
Exxon Corp m 1991 

But ll's not over for the people of 
Cordova, homeport to Pnnce 
William Sound's commercial fish-
mg fleet. , 

Cordova fishermen are among the 
plamtiff'> who filed damage clmms 
m the wake of the March 24, 1989, 
acc1dent They are only ju-;t gettmg 
thetr day in court, and until they do, 
they will not turn the page on the 
Exxon Valdez. 

They blame the Valdez spill for 
bad salmon harvests over the past 
two year'>. They say they are just 
hanging on, and that massive Exxon 
is trying to wall them out, an asser­
tion the company demes. 

"It's been a war of attntion," says 
'>almon fi'>herman R J Kopchak, a 
former Cordova city councilman 

Hazelwooq.still appealing conviction 
The Associated press 

The man who was the focus of the_ inquiry mto the Exxon Valdez 
spi111s still fighting his conviction in the case. . 
Form~r Exxon skipper Joseph Hazelwood was convicted in J9<JO 

of illegally discharging oil, a misdemeanor, but acquitted ot more 
serious counts of operating a vessel while intox:icated 

HazeJwood has appealed his conviction and h1s sentent'e to clean 
otly rocks; his case is pendmg wtth .the state appeals court. 

whose three-story house overlooks 
Cordova's dock and forested Orca 
Bay. 

A typtcal week's mail, stacked on 
Kopchak's kitchen table, contains 
court notices about h1s lawsuit. 
More papers to s1gn, more docu­
ment<; to file 

"We know one guy, a fisherman 
here wnh a vahd claun, who JUst 
quit sendmg m h1s paperwork 
Refuses to do, 1t anymore," 
Kopchak says as he scan<; ,the foggy 
bay. 

"The longer Exxon and tts attor­
neys can make at m1serable for you, 
the greater the chance the settlement 
will be less " · ' · 

Kopchak is among fiShermen who 
say thts summer's salmon season 
could be his make-or-break year. If 
the run fails or prices are weak, 
Kopchak says he may have to pol­
ish up his carpentry sk11ls and move 
hts Wife and four young children 
somewhere else. 

"I built thts castle because I fig­
ured I'd h ve and d1e here," he says 
"I really love th1s place. We don't 
lock our doors, we don't worry 

about our ktds The problem 1s, 
what I want to do 1s fish " 

Lawyers for Ex:xon, the world'<; 
largest corporation, reJect any sug­
gestmn that delay was a tactic. 
Complamt<; have been separated 
mto state and federal class actJOn'i, 
each With separate tnal JUdges, 
schedules and ev1dence rules 

The federal suit, scheduled to start 
May 2, mcludes I 00.000 potential 
cia<;<; members Some e<.ulnates put 
the damages at dlrs 1.5 b1lhon or 
more. 

A tnal m state Supenor Court IS 
scheduled to start June 6 and 
include<; seven towns 01led in the 
sp111's path The mayors want com­
pensatton for munictpal services 
they say were dtverted m response 
to the sp11l 

Other state plamhffs mclude I 3 
Alaska Nat1ve corporations; they 
cla1m damage to their land and 
archaeologtcal sites. Natives also 
sued Exxon m federal court over 
damage to the1r traditional ways, 
wh1ch depend on the sound for 
food 

Evidence-gathenng for all the<;e 
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actiOns ha'i con-;umed the past five 
years A hst filed by Exxon names 
315 planned Witnesses m the fed­
eral case Plamtiffs planned to call 
270 Witnes'ies m a case scheduled 
to last all summer Authonues w1ll 
tesllfy on marine sc1ence, land val­
ues, fi'ih abundance and -hardest 
of all -whether there are any hn­
genng effect<; of the spill 

"For Cordova, the spill was hke 
a death m the family," Mayor 
Margy Johnson says 'Tm appalled 
that five years later there's st11l no 
settlement with Exxon. That's like 
trymg to get over a death when you 
can't read the will " 

Cordova, a town of nearly 2,600 
on the sound's eastern edge, I'i 
reached only by boat or plane Near~ 
ly half the work force 1s directly 
employed m fish harvestmg or pro­
cessmg 

State labor econonust<; reported 
th1s month there was "ltttle 
prospect" that salmon pnces would 
bounce back <;oon 

Employment ha-; receded over the 
pa'it three years, 'iales receipt<; 
dropped and more than two dozen 
homes are on the market, the state 
sard 

Real estate agent Lmden O'Toole 
- among the only families to get 
out of fishmg, remam m Cordova 
and pursue a new occupation -
says she Is fieldmg about' as many 
mquines from out of state as from ·. 
Cordovans lookmg to buy 

O'Toole,.who IS supportmg her 
'fi.,herman husband and two -;mall 
children, says earmngc; from real 

estate have gone to pay off ten" of 
thousand<; of dollar<; rn fishmg debt<; 
'T m hopmg for our 'iake ami a 

lot of people m thJ<i town that Exxon 
will come through w1th a <;ettle­
ment," she <;ays "They're a huge 
company They don't need to hurt 
fannhes hke ours to do busmes<> " 

In 1990, one year after the '>pill, 
the fleet turned m a near-record pmk 
salmon harvec;t and pnces were 
good Then. m 1991 , pnces 'On the 
worldwide market collap<;ed and 
harvests were dumped back mto the 
sea 

The next two years, for undeter­
mmed rea-;ons, the run failed Last 
year, the Pacific hemng season, whtch 
typtcally begms m April and l'i the 
fishem1en' s fir;t cash crop of the year, 
was cut short m Pnnce Wtlham 
Sound when schools failed to mate­
nahze 

Some fhh were dtc;ea<>ed 
' La<;t year, f1 U'itrated hy Exxon' c; 

claum that the '>pill cau~ed no ongo­
mg hann. a mo<;quno neet of 65 <>em­
ers gave up the di'>mal prnk -;almon 
sea-;on to bottle up the Port of Valdez, 
termtnu'i of the tran'i-Ala'lka orl · 
ptpelme. 

For nearly two day~. no tankers 
could arnve or depart dunng the 
protest 

"I will never forg1ve and forget," 
says 42-year-old Doug Pettit, a Cor­
dova fishemmn who smce. 1987 ha-; 
run a local heatrng repmr busmess to 
t1de his family over the w1n1er 

"It's a-; tf someone murdered my 
daughter," he says "You can never 
forgive t~e person who dtd that " 
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By Steve McHenry 

Alaska Newspapers 

When the Exxon Valdez went 
aground frve year<; ago, the sh1p 
wa:-. unescorted, outs1de the tanker 
lanes and apparently not seen on 
Coast Guard radar. Alyeska also 
had no watchdog groups looking 
over the cpmpany shoulder to 
guard agam<>t complacency that 
had set in though 12 year<> of rel­
atively clean tanker operatiOn<;. 

Now, all that has changed, as a 
dtrect result of the sp11l ' · 

The Pnnce W1lham Sound 
Regtonal Clttzen<>' Adv1sory 
Council was formed in the sptll 
aftermath to g1ve people hvmg 1'n 
the 01led areas a mean<; of com­
munncating theu concern<; to 
Alyeska 

Alyesl<a and the <>h1ppmg com­
pames have mstttuted numerous 
changes· m tanker operatrons. 
includmg new ice escorts when 
condttions reqUire It. The sh1ps 
have mcreased manmng. and 
working hours have been cut to 
decrease fatigue ~among 
~crewmembers. , 

Tankers are now escorted by 
trained response crews through 
Prince William Sound. 

And the Valdez CoastGuard 
office is currently installing the 
most sophisticated radar system 
in the Umted States, as a means 
of watching tanker traffic even 
more closely. 

The new Automated Depen­
dent Surveillance System will give 
the Coast Guard vessel trackmg 
office a view of tanker traffic like 
nowhere else in the country, 
maybe the world, sa1d Lt. Frank 
Wakefield. 

Instead of radar watchers srt­
ting in a darkened room peenng 
mto radar screens, the new video 
radar system will appear on large 
TV-type color momtors, and will 
enable the Coast Guard to track 
tankers from deep into the Gulf of 
Alaska. 

"It will Improve the survetl­
lance of tankers to mclude all of 
Prince Wilham Sound and 30 
miles into the Gu!'f," he said "We 
will track (shtps) as soon as we 
prc_k them up." 

The current system tracks the 
ships to JUSt south of Bhgh Reef, 
sard Wakefield. 

The system ts requrred to be 
operatiOnal hy July, he sard. 

He said on~ of the b1ggec;t 
advantages to the $6.5-rnillron 
system I<; that operator<; won't 
have to sit tn the dark, so It Will 

be ea<;rer on them 
And, he sard, "The v1deo '" 

recorded, so 1 fan rncl,dent hap­
pen<;, we wrll have a record of tl 
It's dn <;Ut<;ta~dmg system'' 

Wakef1eld descnbed ~he ship­
board '>Y,Stem a<> bemg c;imrlar to 
an aJrcraft's "black box," wh1ch 
wrll offer a 12-channel global 
positJOnrng system w1th an accu­
racy of plu<; or mmus 10 meters, 
a data encoder and a VHF trans­
mitter to send informatiOn to 
Valdez. 

Other changes made by the 
Coast Guard since the spill mclude 
increased personnel m the Valdez 
offrce; a radar system that sees 
betrer rn had weather: lighter wmd 
and wave re'itnctmn-. on tankers 
'>aihng m had weather, and re<;tnc-

r 
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liOn~ on the <oh1ppmg lane<; when 
1ce 1s heavy, Wakerteld smd 

""" 

Alyeska's Shrp Escort' 
Respon~e Vessel System began 
after the spr II to escort tanker<; 
completely through the Sound, 
m.;;tead of merely through theNar­
row<;, a<> wa<; done before the c;pill 

SER VS manager Jnn McHale ~ 
<;ard the system IS designed to do 
more than s1mply escort. tankers, 
however, a<> one of the most 
Important components of SERVS 
JS It<; c;pJII-re'iponse capabihtle'> 

SER VS has f1ve e~cort 

respon<;e vec;c;els, three tug<;. five 
01!-recovery barges w1th skimmer!> 
and boom <;to-red aboard, and 
numerouo; smaller vessels The 
company also operate<; the Valdez 
Star, one of the large.;;t sk1mming 
vec;sels m the country 

In the event of a spill, SERVS 
also hds contract for sprll response 
With several hundred flshmg ves­
sels located ~round the Sound, and 
has pre-pos!lroned response cen­
ters statiOned m Chenega Bay, 
Cordova, Kod1ak, Seldovra, 
Seward, Tatitlek, Valdez and 
w,hittier. 

Boom and other eqaupme!!~j_s 
also statiOned near five hatcheries 

·m the Sound. 

" .. 0 

The Prmce William Sound 
Reg10nal CitiZI."ns' Advisory 
CoUJ1cii was also set up 'in the> 

·aftermath of the sprll, a<; a way to 
give those most hkely to be hurt 
by an ml spill the chance to deal 
w1th sensitive Issues before they 
become big problems. 

"The real- big Improvement 
smce the spill is open commum­
cation~" satd RCAC presrdent Stan 
Stephens, of Valdez. 

He said communicatiOn has 
improved not only wtth Alyeska, 
but with the Coast Guard, Bureau 
of Land Management, Department 
of Environmental Conservation, 
and other agencies 1 

"We're not alway<> gomg to 
ag~ee, but we'r~ hstemng to each 
other," satd Stephens "That can 
only be a plus; that's what tt's 
supposed to be about " 

Stephens sa1d the RCAC hac; 
been mvol:ved in helpmg Alyeska 
and others•develop c;pJil rec;pon<;e 
plans, and an- dnd water-quality 
ISSUe<; ~ 

"We're·gomg to get vapor­
recovery (at the Alye~ka M:tnne 
Ternunal), only because of EPA 
requrrement<;:': he <>atd "But EPA' 
would not regmre 11 wrthout citi-
zen mvolvement" ' 

The RCAC IS soon to complete 
a disabled tanker-towmg study, he 
said. 

"Thts IS the frrst tirpe that 
industry, citizens and the Coast 
Guard worked, together to tell if 
the escort system 1s workmg prop­
erly," Stephens said. 
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Public airs concerns about sea life center's 

environmental impact 

By Christopher Smith 

LOG Staff 

Nancy Swanton came to Seward looking 
for questions from the commumty on the 
Alac;ka Sea Life Center Tuesday evemng. 

About 60 people from Seward to Moose 
Pass were happy to help her out. · 

Swanton IS the proJect manager writmg an 
environmental impact statement on the 'Alas­
ka Sea Life Center for the U.S. Department 
of the Intenor The impact statement IS 

reqmred by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Councd before spill settlement funds 
can be used for the research portioq of the 
center. 

The first of two public meetmgs for gath­
enng comments and ideas on community 
effects of the Alac;ka Sea Life Center was a 
success, Swanton c;aJd. The meetmg took 

nearly three hours at the K.M. Rae Building 
Tuesday mght. 

"I was really pleased wtth the number of 
people that took the time to come down," 
Swanton said. "I was real impressed with the 
level of interest and amount of questions from 
the cross section ~f people there." 

Swanton, along'w1th Kim Sundbe'rg from 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 
representing the oil spill restoration team, and 
Maureen Sims, from Anchorage environ­
mental con:mlting firm Dames and Moore, 
fielded a wide vanety of questions after mtro­
ducing the sea hfe center project and the pro­
cess for writmg the 1mpact statement. 

Questions from the audience ranged from 
general mquiries mto the structure of the 
Seward Ac;socJation for the Advancement of 
Manne Sc1ence, the center's mam proponent, , 
to specific concernc; about the effects Of an ' 

increased populatiOn and number of VI<>Jtors 
to Seward resultmg from the project. 

Fundraising and the imphcations of a 
financial shortfall was one of the first 1ssues 
d1scussed. Currently SAAMS hopes to land 
around $25 million from the trustees and $10 
million m pnvate donations to complement 
the $12.5 million appropnated by the Alas­
ka Legislature last year 

If the private fundraising effort falls 
through, Gene Skinner asked, "wdl two-th1rd<> 
of the proJect be completed, and after 1t's 
bmlt, who will mamtain 1t?'' 

Sundberg sa1d the research port1on of the 
project, called Improvements to the Institute 
of Manne Sc1ence, could be budt with tru<;tee 
m~mey and the $12 5 milhon state appropn­
atlon · He added that there seems to be a lot 
of mterest from private sources m the sea ltfe 
center, wh1ch would fund the VI<>IIor part of 
the cent~r · ,. ./ 

Prov1ded the center 1s bUilt in •t''>)riltire­
ty, a nonprofit ent1ty Similar to the SAAMS 
organization would ~n th(\sea hfe center 
facihty, Sundberg sa~d. \ ;, 

The center's effect on downtown traffic 
patterns, includmg,..potential parking prob­
lems and where the state ferry would go,' was 
another mam issue of d1scussion. 

"With all the ferry traffic, mcreased crUise 
ships and railroad traffic, how would thi<> (pro­
ject) be integrated w1th all of that,'' asked 
Kevin Walker. 

Sims said Dames and Moore ha<> <>ubcon­
tracted the fum Tran<>po to complete a 
detailed exammatmn of the traffic J'i'>tte<> 
brought on by the center. People from Tran<>­
po, as well a<> from Dame<> and Moore, will 
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work w1th the City's planmng 
department and the planning and 
zonmg commisSIOn dunng thetr 
analysis, she said, and the Anchor­
age firm Jon l<>aacs and Associates 
will study the social and economic 
impacts. 

Rick Smengho of Moose Pa<>s 
asked how the 1mpact statement will 
address potentaal negative aspects, 
such a<> poliut10n, cnme and con­
gestion downtown resultmg from 
the large influx of v1sitors and new 
residents needed to keep the center 
running, 

"A project of this magmtude 
would result m a population 
mcrease of 10, perhaps 15 percent, 
and the change<> m the social envi­
ronment is a b1g deal," he sa1d. "I 
was wondering who would pay for 
the increased public servtce?" 

The sea hfe center plan callc; for 
the facility to "pay its own way" for 
water, electncity and sewer service<>, 
Sundberg sa1d, addmg that the 
mcrease m property values m town 
would presumably cover additiOn­
al public o;ervice costs created by 
the center. 

The i<><>Ue<; brought out at the 
meetmg Tue<;day evening will be 
cons1dered and incorporated into 
the development of a draft impact 
statement, which t<> due out ui late 
June. Swanton said. 

The goal of the 1m pact statement. 
scheduled for completion m late 
October, IS to look at all the impact<; 
and pomt out what benefit<> and 
problems might reo;ult from the sea 
life center, Swanton. 

A second public meetmg will be 
held March 24 in Anchorage at 7 
p.m. at 645 G Street, and everyone 
IS welcome to send in their com­
ments on the proJeCt to Swanton by 
April II, o;he <>a ad. 

\ 
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New radar 
is advance 
since spill 
By Steve McHenry 

Valdez Vanguard 

When the Exxon Valdez went aground five 
years ago. the sh1p wa<; unescorted,~out<>Jde the 
t,mker lanes and apparently not <>een on Coao;t 
Guard radar. Alye<>ka also had no watchdog 
groups looking over the company shoulder tZJ 
guard ag::un<;t complacency that had <>ct Ill 

though 12 years of relatively clean tanker ope1-
atmn<>. 

Now, all that has changed. a<; a d1rect result 
of the c;pill. 

The Prince Wilham Sound Reg10nal Citi­
zen<>" Ad\ isory Counc1l was fonned m the <>pill 
aftermath to g1ve people hvmg m the mlcd 
areas a means of communicating the1r concerns 
to Alyeska. 

Alyc<>ka and the sh1ppmg compame<> have 
mst1tu~ed nu~nerous changes in tanker opera­
tions, mcludmg new 1ce escorts when condi­
tion<; require It. The sh1ps have increased man­
nmg, and workmg- hours have been cut to 
decrea<>e fatigue among crewmembers. 

Tankers are now escorted by tramed 
respon<>e crews through Pnnce Wilham Sound. 

And rhe Valdez Coast Guard office 1s 
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mc;talhng the most soph1stJcated 
radar c;ystem in the Umted States, 
a<; a mean'> of watchmg tanker traf­
fic even more closely. 

The new Automated Dependent 
Surveillance System will give the 
Coast G~ard vessel trackmg office 
a v1ew of tanker traffic like 
nowhere else m the country, 
maybe the world, said Lt Frank 
Wakefield. 

Instead of radar watchers s1tting 
m a darkened room peering mto 
radar screens, the new v1deo radar 
system will appear on large TV­
type color mom tors, and will enable 
the Coa<;t Guard to track tankers 
from deep into the Gulf of Alac;ka 

"It wil11mprove the surveillance 
of tankers to mclude all of Prmce 
Wilham Sound and 30 mile<> mto 
the Gulf," he <>md. "We Will track 
(<>hips) a<; soon as we p1ck them 
up,. 

The current c;y~tem track<> the 
sh1p~ to JUSt south of Bhgh Reef, 
'>aid Wakefield 

The sy">tem I'> reqUJred to be 
opcrati()nal by July, he <;aJd 

He s~ud one of the b1ggest 
advantagec; to the $6.5-milhon <>ys­
tem IS that operator<> won't have to 
<>It m the dark, so 1t will be easJCr 
on them. 

And, he sa1d, "The video IS 
recorded, so 1f an mc1dent happens, 
we-wJII have a 1ecord of it. It's an 
out<>tandmg system " 

Wakefield described the ship­
board sy<>tem as bemg similar to 
an a1rcraft's "black box," wh1ch 
will offer a 12-chaiinel global posi­
tioning system With an accuracy 
of plus or mmus I 0 meters, a data 

encoder and a VHF transmitter to 
send information to Valdez. 

Other changes made by the 
Coast Guard smce the spill mclude 
mcreased personnel in the Valdez 
office; a radar system that sees bet­
ter m bad weather; ttghter wind 
and wave restrictions on tankers 
sailing in bad weather; and restric­
tions on the sh1ppmg lanes when 
1ce is heavy, Wakefield sa1d 

Alyeska's Ship Escort 
Response Vessel System began 
after the spill to escort tankers 
completely through the Sound, 
mstead of merely through theNar­
rows, as was done before the spill. 

SERVS manager J1m McHale 
sa1d the system is designed to do 
more than simply escort tankers, 
however, as one of the most Impor­
tant components of SERV~ Js 1ts 
sp1ll-response capabihtJe<; 

SERVS has five escort r,e<>pon<>e 
vec;sels, three tugs, five ml-~ecov­
ery barge<> With skimmers and 
boom '>tOJed aboard, and numer­
ou<> smaller ve<;sel<> The company 
also operates the Valdez Star, one 
of the largest skmmung ves<>els m 
the country 

In the event of a spill, SERVS 
also has contract for spill respon<>e 
'wllh several hundred fishing ves­
sels located around the Sound, and 
has pre-posll10ned response cen­
ters statiOned in Chenega Bay, 
Cordova, Tatitlek, Valdez and 
Wh1tt1er. 

Boom and other equipment JS 

also statiOned near five hatcheries 
m the Sound. 
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The Pnnce Wilham Sound 
Reg1onal Citizens' Adv1sory, 
Council was also set up m the 
a~termath of the spill, as a way to 
g1ve those most likely to be hurt 
by an ml spill the chance to deal 
with sensit1ve Issues before they 
become b1g problemc; 

"The real big improvement 
smce the spill is open commum­
cation," said RCAC president 
Stan Stephens, of Valdez. 

He said communication has 
impr~ved not only With Alyeska, 
but With the Coast Guard, Bureau 
of Land M~nagement, Depart­
ment of Environmental Conser­
vation and other agenctes. 

"We're not always going to 
agree, but we're hstemng to each 
other," smd Stephens "That can 
only be a plus; that's what 1t's 
supposed to be about." 

Stephens said the RCAC ha<; 
been mvolved m helpmg 
Alyeska and others develop sp11I 
response plans, and au- and 
water-quality issues 

"We're gomg to get vapor­
recovery (at the AJye<>ka 
Manne Termmal), only 
becau<;e of EPA reqUirements," 
he <;aJd. "But EPA would not 
require 1t without citizen 
involvement" 

The RCAC is soon to com­
plete a disabled tanker-towing 
study, he said. 

"This is the first time that 
ind~stry, citizens and the Coast 
Guard worked together to tell 
if the escort system is working 
properly," Stephens said. 
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Exxon says Sound's just fine; 

, others disagree 

By Tony Bickert 

Valdez Vanguard 

In December, <;orne Flonda high school students watched 
an envmmmental vtdeo, "Sc1entists and the Ala'ika Od Spill " 

When the vtdeo was over, some wanted lo know if they had 
watched a documentary on the 1989 Exxon Valdez o1l sp111, or 
a "commcrcml" for Exxon Otl Co, wh1ch produced the v1dco 

The teacher R1ck1 Rachmond-Slll'i of Jonec; H1gh School 
in Orlando, wr~te on her students' behalf to the V p.ldez Cham­
ber of Commerce last month It was signed by 72 students 
who wanted to know how Ala'ikans and scientists not on 
Exxon's payroll feel about Exxon's assessment of the state 
of the Sound, five years after the March 24, 1989 ml spill. 

"W,. rP·li17P there are two stdes to every story," the stu­
dentc; wrote. "We would apprecl3te anyone who would pleac;e 
wnte and mfonn us of your feel mgs about the clean-up effort, 
the quality of fishmg and sea life and Impact on your dmly 
hves" ' ', 

The other 'iJde to the story ts contamed m a report called 
"The Truth About The Exxon Valdez OJI Spill," a comptla­
tJOn of data and analysT'i prec;ented by local marine expert<; 
and SCientists not under contract to Exxon 

In summary, the "Truth" document contradicts much of 
Exxon's ac;o;essments; contains statistics that show environ­
mental recovery to be "decades" away, and accuses Exxon 

'of manipulating data and releasmg the v1deo m an attempt 
to "construct a false realitv of the situation m Alaska m order 
to influence public percejmori." 

Exxon spokesman Dennis Stenczu~, declmed further com­

ment on the 18-month-old videoand smd Exxon "stand'i by" 
the vid'eo whtch, m summary, says the Sound hac; recovered 
from the spill. .... 

"Scienti~ts and the Alaska Otl Spill:" 
The green and white video cac;e - wh1ch mclude.., color 

photoc; of a bald eagle, ">ea otter and o;tarfic;h state'i· "Lem n 
from the expert'> who worked behmd the scenes on the fr~mt 
hne<;. . Learn how 'ictentJ'il'i determmed the heM ways to 
clean the shorehneo;. Hear them ao;o;esc; the <,late of the envi­
ronment today and itc; progmmc; for the future •· 

Throughout the 22-mmute ac;c;ec;o;ment, the unnamed nar­
rator refers to the c;plll a<> "the 1989 Valdez 011 !.pill," leav­
mg out the word Exxon and perhap'i furtherconfuc;mg tho<>e 
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non-Alaskans who. because of the 
name of the tanker, aso;ume Valdez 
wao; environmentally impacted by 
the spill when, m actuality. 1ts 
o;hores dtdn't rece1ve a drop pf ml 

The narrator does, however, u<>e 
the word Exxon frequently as he 
talks about how the oil company 
helped to "save" wtldllfe m the 
aftermath of the spill 
' "How are the ammals domg?" he 

a<;k<; studentc; natJOnwJde a<>' they 
watch a clean, healthy female sea 
otter frolicking with tt'i newborn pup 
The next scene shows other clean 
otters gettmg a bubble bath at one of 
the three OJled-ammal treatment cen­
ters set up w1th Exxon funds and 
manned by Exxon-htred workers. 

"Piam dJ'ih-wao;hmg liquid was 
most effecl!ve in removmg the oil," 
the narrator says, addmg that 63 
percent of the 357 otters captured 
were returned altve to the sound 
Elc;ewhere m the vtdeo, Exxon esti­
mates I ,000 otters d1ed in the spill 

Next, the narrator tells student<; 
how Exxon helped capture and save 
bald eagles The scene shows a 
woman workmg wtth one of the 113 
captured btrds at a treatment center 

Exxon says 98 of the 113 buds 
were released,unharmed but men­
tions no estimate of the number of 
eagles killed m the spill. 

Exxon also boasts of being able 
to save "many" sea birds, such a'i 
murres and gulls. 

"Unfortunately, many others 
d1ed," the narrator says, estimating 
36,000 dead seabirds. 

"Fortunately, scientists know that 
the area contams large populations 
able to overcome these losses." 

"And what about the ftsh?" he 
a'iks "Scientists know from prev10us 
observations of other spills around the 
world that open water fish are rarely 
at nsk becau<>e httle otl gets mto the 
water column where they live." 

Exxon back<; up that 'itatement 
by pomtmg outth,ll the 1990 Sound 
pmk salmon run the fish that 
swam through the spill a<; fry on 
theu way to open sea and the 
1991 run were the two of largest 
ever recorded, wJth the 1991 har­
vec;t "so abundant that million<; of 
poundo; were g1ven to needy people 
m the Sov1et Union " 

OC<> 

"The Truth About The Exxon 
Valdez Otl Spt/1. " 

The mne-page report openc; w1th 
a harsh cntic1sm of Exxon's ver­
ston of the state of the Sound 

"Ex/(on has aggres~ively 
attempted to tnv1ahze the public's 
genume concern for the extraordi­
nary damage they cauc;ed to one of 
the most outstanding manne area<; 
m the world,'' wrote co-author R1ck 
Stemer, a manne b1ology profesc;or 
at the UmversJty of Alaska and fic;h­
enuan of Prmce W1lham Sound 

Stetner and R1ki Ott, a Cordova 
env1ronmentahc;t, sc1ent1st and 
chairwoman of the Habitat Com­
nuttee ofUmted F1shem1en of Alas­
ka, comp!led a hst of sp1JI-related 
Wildlife damage and casualtue<>, 
usmg data from the U.S Fish and 
Wddhfe Service and from sc1entt'it'i 
h1red by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council 

"The trony m all of thJ<> is that 
everythmg looks OK out there," Ott 
said "If you're out m a boat you'll 
see eaglec; and sea otters and maybe 
a whale if you're lucky. But looks 
can be dece1vmg. And Exxon IS 

playmg on that." 
The number!> in the report <;how 

significantly more long and short­
term dalnage than Exxon' 'i. 

Sea otters: "3.500 to 5.500 killed 
by acute exposure to mi." (Exxon 
c;md 1,000 ) Study rec;ults relca<;ed 
m 1993 "how no recovery yet due to 
htgher yearlmg mortahty and "po~-
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<;Jblc" reproductive problem., 111 ~ea 
otter<; that contmue to cat oiled pre). 
particularly blue muc;<;cl~ 

Bald Eagle<;: An c~tun.llcd 5!ill 
kJiled from exposure to 01! (Exxon 
d1dn't meni!On any eagle mortahty) 
Studte'i also show an addi!Jonallm~ 
of more than I 00 ch1ckc; but agree 
with Exxon that the population had 
begun to recover a'i early ac; 1990 

Sea Birds: An ec;tmllltcd 
300,000 dead murre<; (Exxon c~ll­
mated 36,000 total c;ea b1rd mortal­
Ity.) The 'itUdle<; found the popula­
tion ha<; not begun to recover o;mc.c 
surv1vmg murrec; cxpenenced brccd­
mg dtc;rupl!on'i due to 011 expmurc, 
whtch accounts for an additional 
Joc;c; of ''at lcac;t'' 300,000 ch1ck~ 

Pink Salmon: An e<>tJmated 15 
1mlhon to 25 million "mJc;<;mg .. 

,from 1990 return, and more ml'i'i­
, mg (rom 1992 and I 993 return~ 
StudJe<> '>how htgh egg mortality m 
oiled c;tream'i m 1989, h1gher egg 
mortality m 1990 and 1991, and 
"grosc; defonnit1es," c;uch a<; clubbed 
fm<: and curved spmec; m larvae 
from 01led c;treams 

The report does not contec;t the 
htgh 1991 return mentiOned by 
Exxon, but Stemer smd that partic­
ular harvec;t dtd not navtgate prop­
erly, wh1ch re<;ulted w a lll:t'i'i of 
c;almon holdmg out 111 the Sound 
and retummg late, already '>pawned­
out, and therefme pra<.tJcally val­
uele~c; to fi'ihermen 
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SpiU moves some from obscurity to spotlight 
By Tony Bickert 

Valdez Vanguard 

F1ve years ago today, the fol­
lowmg 15 people had the1r 15 mm­
utes of fame, or perhapc; mfamy, ac; 
they were Jilvolved at leac;t mdJ­
rectly in the March 24, 1989 Exxon 
Valdez sp1ll that spilled I l million 
gallons of ml mto Pnnce Wilham 
Sound the, most damagmg, man­
made env1ronmental dJsac;ter ever 
recorded m the u.s. 

Today, some of tho'>e people­
the officers on the bndge of, the 
tanker, the mihal responder<; to the 
~p1ll, and the regulators and watch­
dogs who oversaw the incident -
have gone on to other places and 
profes~10ns. Some remam m the1r 
profes~10n~ m different capacJtJes, 
and some are still domg the ~ame 

JOb 
• Jo~eph Ha7elwood 

1/w1 Cuptam, Exxon Valdez 
Hazelwood, under the mfluence of 
alcohol, wa~ dozmg m h1~ su1te 
wh~n the sh1p ran aground off of 
Bhgh Reef 

Now Con~ultant for his attor­
ney, Michael Chalos of Chalo<> & 
Brown, the New York law fim1 who 
rcpre<;entcd h1m and successfully 
appealed his misdemeanor charge 
of neghgent discharge of 011 Hazel­
wood, who now offers advice to h1s 

· employer on oil mdustry-relatcd ht­
igatJon, is re<;idmg in Califorma 
e Greg Cousms 

Then: Th1rd mate, Exxon 
Valdez Cousm<; had been m charge 
of the sh1p' c; pac;sage through the 
Sound when Jt c;truck Bhgh Reef 
After an mve<;tJgatwn,' the US. 

Co,!>! Gu,trd '-lt\pended h1-. lu:en'e 
for n111e monllh 

Nrm Cou<>Jil'i 1~ no longer 
employed by Exxon He I'> once 
ag.un hcen<>ed to operate 01! tanker\ 
H1<> whereabout~ were un"nown at 
the tune of thl<> \Hitmg 
o Bob Kagan 

Then Helmsman, Exxon 
Valdez Kagan wa<; at the wheel 
when the <>hlp r:m aground 

Noll'. St1ll employed hy Exxon'~ 
sh1ppmg company, now called 
SeaRiver Maritime Inc. ' 
• Maureen Jone~· 

Then. Lookout. Exxon Valdez 
Jonec; wa<> fir'it on the bndge to real- · 
1ze the <>hlp "{d'\ off cour<;e 

Nnw Jone~ J'i no Ionge( 
employed hy Exxon. but J'i repmt­
edly <>1111 employed 111 the m:mtune 
mdu<:try. l1vmg m North Carolina 
o B1w.e Lanford 

Then Rad.tr v..atch \lander. U S 
Coaq Gumd <> V:tlde7 off1ce Lan­
foJ d ",J'> the f1 r<;t pe1 ~on not on 
ho.trd the ~hlp to learn of the mcl­

' dent" hen H.t.relwood r.tdtoed hun 

I 

I 
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at 12 26 a.m that the Exxon Valdez was "hard aground" off 

Bhgh Reef 
Noll' Radar watch stander, US Coast Guard's Valdez office 

o Gordon Taylor 
Thew Radar watch stander, US. Coa'it Guard's Valdez 

office Taylor was on watch d~nng the shtp's pas<>age through 
the Valdez Narrows and JUSt c}langed sh1fts w1th Lanford 
when Hazelwood rad10ed the groundmg. 

Now Alyeska Ptpelme Serv1ce Co. employee, w1th the 
Ship E~cort Response Vessel System in Valdez. 
• Steve McCall 

Then Commandmg Officer, U.S Coast Guard's Valdez office 
Now: Government Lia1son, Maritime Overseas, New York 

• Dan Lawn 
Then: Ala<;ka Department of Environmental ConservatiOn 

Pnnce W1lham Sound D1stnct Superv1sor, with complete 
over~tght of Alyeska Manne Termmal and all tanker traffic 

Lawn was asleep al 
home when. at 12.50 
am., Alyeska's Opera­
non<> and Control Cen­
ter not1f1ed hun of the 
groundmg. An hour 
later, Lawn, aboard an 
Alye~ka p1lot boat, was 
among the f1rst to sur-

vey the tm!Jal sp1llage 
Now DEC Envtronmental Engmeer, but can only deal 

wrth non-Alye~ka-related J'isues 
(Lawn, an aggressiVe regulator who que<;tJoned Alye~ka 

a~ well a<> hrs own department for the mept mrual respon<>e 
to the sp11l, wa~ demoted after the spill to h1s current po<>J­
tJon. He sued the DEC on charge<; of wrongful demotmn, 
won his case m 1992 m binding arb1tratmn. but has still not 
been gtven back h1s Alyeska overs1ght dut1es The case ts 
now pendmg in state Supenor Court.) 
• Larry Sh1er 

Then. Manne Manager, Alyeska Manne Termmal Siner 
dtrected Alyeska's mJttal spill response. 

Now: Otl sp1ll contmgency plan rev1ew department, 
Alyeska Manne Termmal 
., Chuck O'Donnel 

Then. Terminal Manager, Alyeska Manne Termmal 
Now Heads oal movement and storage, Alyeska, Anchorage. 

o George Nelson 
Then: President, Alyeska. 
Now: Alyeska owners asked Nel'>on to retire shortly after 

the sptll He now resJdes m Sudden Valley, Wac;h 
o BJII Deppe 

Then Ship-ground coordmator. Exxon Sh1pprng Co 
Deppe reheved Hazelwood of h1\ dutJe'i and over<;aw IJoh­c-
tenng operatiOns pumpmg ml from the Exxon Valdez onto 
other Exxon tankers 

Now Valdez port operation'> coordmator, SeaR1ver Mar­
lllme Inc (formerly Exxon· Sh1ppmg Co ) Deppe over\ee<> 
sh1ppmg operations m Valdez. 
• Phll E1chenberger 

Then: Ch1ef mate, Exxon Sh1ppmg Co E1chenherger wa<: 
also involved in hghtermg oper.1t10n~ ' 

Noli·" Supplemental mate. SeaR1ver Mantune Inc Eichen­
berger as<>J<sts lanker loadmg operatiOn\ m Valdez 
• Frank Iaros'iJ 

Then. Pre<>tdent, Exxon Sluppmg Company l.tn>'>'~ flew 
from Hou<ston to Valdez to d1rect Exxon 'iptll re<>pon'ie 

Now: Chamnan;Amencan Bureau ofShtppmg, a world­
Wide New York-ba~ed firni that cla'i~Jfle~ 011 tanker<> 

(Accordmg to the hook "Tdnkero;; Full of Trouble,'' by Enc 
Nalder, laro~'>J recently cnttcJzed m<>ur.lnLe compame\ for 
commg aboard tanker<; to conduct 'iafety m<>pecuon<; m wh1ch 
they labeled 22 of 28 tanker<> uno;;ale I arm.~• accu<;ed the 
m~urance compame<> of "d1stractmg" the tanker captam'i. 
wh1ch could <>omeday cause an accnJent ) 
o R1kk1 Ott 

Thew Cordova marme 'iCJentJ~t. ecoldgi<>t. environmen­
tal actJVJ'it, 011 mdu<>try watchdog. member Unned Ft<>her­
men of Ala~ka Ott, 'ipeakmg at a teleconference about 011 
tran~porlatJOn m Valdez on M.trch 23. 1989; accu<>ed the ml 
mdustry of playmg "RU'>'-Ian rouleue· and that 11 wa\ not ,1 

que<;Uon of "1f' an ml <op!ll would occur tr'l Pnnce Wllltam 
Sound, but "when·· Four hour'i later the Exxon Valdez ran 
aground 

Now. Cordova marmc <>cJcntl'>l. ccologl';;t. cnvmmmcntal 
activJ<:t, mlmdu<>try watchdog. member Umtcd Fu,hcrmcn of 
Ala<ika 
• Exxon Valdez 

Noll' In the Mcdttcrranean a<> trc Sea Rrver Medtterranean 
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Ju ge sides w~th ·Exxon 
r at~ve ama e Ia~· s 

The Associated Press 

ANCHORAGE- A federal judge decwdmg pretn­
al is~ue~ m the mac;sJve Exxon Valdez CIVillawc;mt hac; 
Said Alaska Nativec; may pot collect damages f"dr hann 
to their way of life followmg the ml <;pill m 1989. 

A plamtiffc;' l.twyei has smd he \VIII appeal once the 
clac;~-act10n tnal, :-.cheduled for May 2, I'> over 

The '>UJl m U.S DI<>tnct Court m Anchorage has 
been dcc;cnbcd as the mo<>t comphcclled of tl<; kind m 
Ala<>ka h1o.;tory. Expert<> will testrfy on manne scJcnc~, 

, land values and whether there arc any lingcnng effects. 
The tanker accadcnt dumped nearly II 1mlhon galJ 

Ions of oil. the large<>! sptll m U.S h1storv. 
Srdmg With lawyer<; for Exxon, us or:~tnct Judge 

H. ~us:-.el Holland smd m a dect<>ron Wedne~day the 
company wa<; not hable for "non-economrc" dam­
ages, whrch could mclude mtangiblc<; such as drsrup­
twon m tradrtwnal source<, of food 

VJIIagerc; m the :-.pill'<> path were warned not to eat 
<>eafood that <>melled mly Holland said Native<> from 
Kodiak, Kachemak and Pnnce Wilham had not <>uf­
fered greater'dJc;ruptJOri than avid sport fishermen or 
commllted environmentalist<;, who also chen~hed the 
region 

,"The Exxon Valdez 01! spill was a dt<>aster of maJor 
proportmns, but 11 d1d not depnve Alaska Natives of 
their culture,'' Holland wrote. 

M1chael Hausfeld, a ~a<;hmgton. DC, lawyer rep­
re<,entmg villagers, sa1d Native<> may still sue for loss 

offish, game and w1ld plant<; Hauc;feld, who <;aid plam­
tlffs eventually would appeal, said Holland's rulmg 
wac; a senou~ setback • 

"The maJor InJUry to the Ala<>ka NatJvec; wa~ the dJ<;­
ruptlon caused by the dam.Jge to the re:-.ource," Hau~-
feld <>aid ' 

He <;aid Holland had determmed that 111 the1r rel,l­
tlon<>hlp to re<>ource~. Alac;ka Nat1ves were not differ­
ent than other rural Alac;kan<>. "We d1~agree," the 
lawyer <>aid 

The smt, wh1ch mvolve~ an e~tnnated I 00,000 pl,un­
tiffs mcludmg commercial fl<;hermen. Native<; ,md 
landowners, has been orgamzed m three pha<>es 

First, a JUry will decide 1f Exxon acted m a way that 
makes It hable for pumt1ve damages A <;econd phao.;e 
will decide what compen<;atJOn- if .my- the oil 
giant owe<;, and a third c;tep would <>et that amount 

An a philoc;oph1cal departure from legal reac;onmg. 
the JUdge noted that mcur~1on<> by Ru<><;~an~. Amencan 
whaler~ and mmers have over the centunes mnuenced 
Native culture 

But, he wrote, a way of h fc " "deeply embedded m the' 
mmd and heart" and cannot be changed by cata<>trophe 

"Development of the Prudhoe Bay oil fields, the 
con<>tructiOn of process_mg facilities, and the tranc;-Aiac;­
ka pipeline on the North Slope of the Brooks Range 
were, nn all probability, a much greater and certamly 
longer-la<>ting mcur<>won mto Nat1ve culture than the 
Exxon Valdez 011 spill, yet the lnup1at have thnved," · 
the JUdge smd. 
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Five years ago today, thws c1ty awoke to a long-feared 
mghtmare, as the Exxon Valdez sat aground, oil bubbling 
from its ruptured hull. . 

In the years since then, many changes have,been made m 
01! transportatiOn, oversight of the industlr)', environmental 
regulatiOns and new safety precautions -:- all

1 
designed to 

prevent a~othe~ such d1sast~r. 
Certamly, mcreased scrutiny of Alyeska operatwns has 

made life harder on the 01l mdustry in Alaska. 
PreventiOn, after all, IS the key. 
That IS how it should be, as we can't afford another spill 

dJ'saster. One more spill of that magnitude could mean the 
end of the 01! mdustry m this state. _ 

All involved in the sp1ll and subsequent cleanup, It IS 
hoped, learned the1r (e<;<;ons the hard way, through therr actions 
and m the1r re~ponses 

Whlle there IS plenty· of blame to go around - virtually 
' nobody escaped the'sp!ll unsullied- we all know what hap­
pened in that !horrible spring of n 989. 

Now, in thespning of 1994, it's time to look- not behind 
:_ but -ahead to where we are going, to what has ~mproved, 
and to what sun needs to be done. 
: Of course, there is little outward s1gn of_01rnow to be 

found around the Sound, but the effects of the spill are still 
evndent m animal species that have yet to recover; m the hard 
feelmgs, hurt and wounds still suffered by the people hvmg 
m the affected areas; m the contmuing questions of how much 
the spill has caused the rec~nt fis~mg failures 

Though the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council has made some 
· questionable decnswns, rpeinbers are worklng on viable plans to , 

restore habitat lost or damaged through the spill [t will take ume 
· and money, but eventually, I[CStoration efforts will take hold 

Several things stand out~ positive results of the acc1dent 
Ta;:nkers are now escorted through the Smind by highly 

trained response crews; the Coast Guard is' now mst<!lhng a 
new radar system to. keep !Jetter track of the ship's, and 
Alyeska officials now realize they must work together With 
the people and communities of Prince Wilham Som1d to avmd 
future problems. -

' !Prevention us the key. 
But along with preventiOn 'itself must come vigilance, of ' 

dedicated Alyeska employees, tanker crews,, Coast Guard 
offic1als, DEC officials, fishermen, environmentalists and 
others, all working in conjunctiOn to ensure that complacen­
cy does not again sneak in and degrade the safeguards that 
have been mstalled 

Together, we can do our best to ensure that a tanker wreck 
12 years after the oil started flowmg w1ll be the only such 
wreck m the history of the trans-Alaska p1pehne system 
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After a 5~year wait, an angry fishing town's day in 

court with Exxon approaches 
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Cordova fisherman R.J. Kopchak, wife Barclay and youngest child, 4-year..old Zeben 
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By ROSANNE !PAGANO 
The Assoc1ated Press 

CORDOVA Tides and 
times have been kmd to 
Pnnce Wilham Sound in the 
f1ve years smce the Exxon 
Valdez rammed a charted 
reef, dumping nearly 1.1 :nil­
lion gallons of crude 011 mto 
pristine waters 

Storms have scoured Alas­
ka's 1,500 miles of polluted 

D WAfi"li"HINIG: Cook Inlet frsher­
men also awart orl-sprll tnal C-2 

coastline, removing about 
half the oil ·embedded 'in 
some places· Many beaches 
look clean. Population fore­
casts for bald eagles are 
good, though other species 
remain m serious trouble, 
especially those that rely on 
damaged mussel. beds for 
food The tourists are back 

"It's behind us," said 
John Manly, an aide to Gov. 
Wally H1ekel, whose admin­
IStration won a $900 million 
settlement from Exxon 
Corp. in 1991. , 

But It's not over for the 
people of Cor?oya. homepo~ 
to Prince Wilham Sound s 
commercial fishing fleet 

Cordova fishermen are 
among the plaintiffs who 
filed damage claims in the 
aftermath of the· March 24, 
1989, a.ccident. They are on~y 
JUSt gettmg the1r day m 
court, and until they do, 
they will not turn the page 
on the Exxon Valdez. 

They· blame the Valdez 
spill .for bad salmon har­
vests over the past two 
years. They say they are just 
hanging on, and. that ma~­
sive Exxon is trymg to wa1t 
them out, an assertion the 
company denies. c 

"It's b~en a war of attn­
twn," says salmon fisher­
man R J Kopchak, a former 
Cordova city councilman 
whose three-story house 
overlooks Cordova's dock 
and forested Orca Bay 

A. typ1cal week's 'mail,,, 
stacked on Kopchak's kitch-, 
en table, contains court no­
bees-about-his lawsuit More. 
papers to sign, .more docu­
ments to 'file. 

.. We know one gtiy, a f1sh- ~, 
erman here with a valid 
claim, whp just quit sending 
in his paperwork. Refuses to 
do it anyrpore," Kopchak 
says as he scans the foggy 
bay 

"The longer Exxon and its 
attorneys can make 1t miser­
able for you, the greater the 
chance the settlement will 
be less."~ 

Kopchak is among fisher­
men who say this summer's 
salmon season could, be his 
make-or-break year. If the 
run fails or pr,-ices are ,weak, 
Kopchak says he may have 
to polish up his carpentry 
skills and move his wife and 
four young children some­
where else. 

"I bmlt this castle, be­
cause I figured I'd hve and 
die here," he says "I really 
love this place We don't 
lock our doors, we don't 
,,.·orry about our kids The 
problem 1s, what I want to 
do iS fish." 

Lawyers for .Exxon, one 
of the world ·s· largest corpo­
rations, reject any sugges­
twn that delay was a tactic 
Complaints have been sepa-
rated into state and federal 
class actions, each with sepa­
rate trial judges, schedules 
and evidence r:ules. 

The federal suit, sched­
uled to start May 2, includes 
100,000 potential class mem­
bers. Some es.timates put the 
damages , at $1.5 billion or 
more. 

A trial in state Superior 
Court is scheduled to start , 
June 6 ~and uicludes seven 
towns oiled in the spill's· 
path. The mayors want com­
pensation for municipal ser­
vices they say were diverted 
in response to the spill 
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Other state plamhffs m­
clude .13 Alaska Native cor­
porations, they clmm dam­
age to their land and 
archaeological sites Natives 
also sued Exxon m federal 
court over damage to theu 
traditional ways, which de­
pend on the Sound for food 

. Evidence-gathe~mg for all 
these actions has cons,umed 
the' past five years The com­
pany said more than 5 mil· 
lion pages of documents 
have changed hands, nearly 
2,000 depositions were tak­
en 

A list filed by Exxon 
names 315 planned Witnesses 
m the federal case Plamtiffs 
planned to call 270 witnesses 
in a case scheduled ·to last 
all summer Authorities Will' 
testify on manne science, 
land values, -fish abundance 
and - hardest of all 
whether there are any lui­
germg effects of the spill. 

In Cordo'va: everyone 
wants an Exxon settlement 
- even townspeople with no 
claim pendmg 

"We don't want to be 
known as the OJ!-sr)Jll tm•.:n 
any more," Mayor Margy 
Johnsori said 

Seated at a table m the 
restaurant of her dockside 
hotel, Johnson p01nts out a 
pair of sea otte1 s playmg in 
ICY waters where, in la~e 
February, the fishmg fleet iS 
idle. Some Cordovans, hop- . 
ing for '·a: new Image as. a 
tourist town, say the c1ty 
should adopt a new slogan 
"sea otter capital of the 
world" is mentioned. 

Johnson, a can-do busi­
nesswoman, wants action. 

Until 'It was abruptly can­
celed, she was helpmg orga­
nize Cordova's f1rsl. "Bury 
the Blues Day" on March 26 
The event, complete 'with a 
New Orleans-style band pa­
radmg through town, was · 
aimed at umtmg the commu­
nity But o'rgamzers called It 
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off when too many people 
complained they weren't yet 
ready to forgive and forget 

"For Cordova, the spill 
was like a death in the 
family," Johnson says. "I'm 
appalled that five years lat­
er there's still no settlement 
with Exxon That's like try­
mg to get over a death when , 
you can't read the will " 

Kelley Weaverling, a 
bookstore owner who pre­
ceded Johnson as mayor, ex­
plained in a recent interview 
with the Alaska Public Ra­
diO Network why it's taking 
so long for people to get 
over the spill. He says that 
now, he fmally understands 
why great hardships and 
trauma remain with their 
VIctims all their lives 

"When I was a boy, I used 
to wonder why my grand­
parents cou~dn't get .over the 
Depression And later, why 
my father and uncles 
couldn't get over World War 
II And though I was on ~ 
submarine in the Gulf of 
Tonkin during- Vietnam - I 
was not on the ground - I 
couldn't see why some of my 
friends who were ground 
forces in VIetnam couldn't 
get over that. 'And wha~ I 
understand now, ,follo:WIX:g 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, IS 
that these are not things you 
get over and any effort t<? do 
that is counterproduchve 
You need to learn how to 
live with It. because you'll 
never put It behind you " 

Cordova, a town of nearly · 
2,600 on the Sound's eastern 
edge, is reached only by boat 
or plane. Nearly half the 
work force is directly em­
ployed in fish harvestmg or 
processmg. State labor econ­
omists reported this month 
there was "little prospect" 
that salmon prices would 
bounce back soon 

Employment has receded 
over the past three years, 
sales receipts dropped and 
more than two dozen homes 
are on tJ:ie market, the state 
said , 

Real estate agent Lmden 
O'Toole - 'hers among the 
only families to get out of 
fishing; remam in Cordova 
and pursue a new occupatiOn 
- says she IS fieldmg about 
as many inquiries from out 
of sfate as from Cordovans 
lookmg to buy. ' 

O'Toole, who is support­
ing her fisherman husband 
and two small children, says 
earnings from ·real estate 
have gone to pay off tens of 
thousands of dollars in fish­
ing debts. . 

''I'm hoping for our sake 
and a lot of people in this 
town that Exxon will come 
through with a settlement," 
she says "They're a huge 
company. They.don't need to 
hurt· families like ours to do 
business " 

In 1990. one year after the 
sp1ll, the . fleet turned in a 
near-recm d pmk salmon har­
vest and pnees '"·ere good 
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61 built this castle because I 
figured I'd live and die here. I 
really love this place. We don't 
lock our doors, we don't worry 
about our kids. The problem is, 
what I want to do is fish. 9 

- R.J Kopchak 

Then, m 1991, pnces on the 
worldwide market collapsed 
and harvests were dumped 
back into the sea. 

The next two years, for 
undetermined reasons, the 
run failed Last year,' the 
Pacific hernng season, 
which typi'cally begins m 
Apnl and is the fishermen's 
first cash crop of the year, 
was cut short in Pnnce Wil­
ham Sound when schools 
failed to matenahze Some 
fish were diseased 

Last year, frustrated by 
Exxon's claims that the spill 
caused no ongomg harm, a 
mosquito fleet of 65 seiners 
gave up the dismal pmk 
::-almon season to b9ttle up 
the Port of Valdez, the end 
of the trans-Alaska oil pipe­
lme For nearly two days, no 
tankers could arnve or de­
part durmg the protest 

"I will never forgive and 
forget," says 42-year-old 
Doug Pettit, a Cordova fish­
erman who smce 1987 has 
run a local heating repair 
busmess to tide his family 
over the· winter. 

"It's as if someone mur­
dered 'my daughter," he 
says. "You can never forgive 
the person who d1d that " 

Pettit is an oil-spill doml­
no Smce fishmg has de­
clined, he has worked harder 
at the heating company But 
his neighbors ar€' living on 
savmgs and hopes for an 
Exxon settlement. and Pettit 
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- who also has an Exxon , 
claim pendmg said he has 
gotten lement on pncmg 

"It Isn't like you tapped a 
new resource," he says, tak­
ing a break one rainy morn­
ing as he coaxed heat from 
the pipes- at the fishermen's 
umon hall, m Cordova's 
downtown. · 

"You're still working 
with money from ,fishing 
We all share the problem " 

Page 4 of 4 



Anchorage Daily News 
March 25 1 1994 B1 & B2 

Page 1 of 2 

Preventing spills·best hope 
Ar~::o executive urges governments to 'keep the heat on' 

By KIM FAR.ARO 
Dally News bustness reporter 

Jerry Aspland, an oil-mdustry 
executive who commands unusual 
respect from environmentalists, 
was speaking to many of the 
converted Thursday when he said 
oil-spill prevention deserves more 
attention and bemoaned the slow 
progress in spill-cleanup technolo­
gy 

But the Arco Marine president· 
speaking at a semmar on what 

has changed since lhe 1989 Exxon 
Valdez oil spill also took 
sw1pes at environmentalists who 
are reluctant to cons1der on-water 
burnmg or dispersants as spill­
fighting tools. He also cnticized 
those who he says are more inter­
ested in new gadgets than simple 
solutions to tanker problems 

Among the common-sense rem­
edies. he suggested were systemat­
IC reviews of tanker practices 

that might reveal easily correct­
able weaknesses 

As an example, Aspland said 
he recently learned that tanker 
crews change shifts at the same 
time the Coast Guard does 
Should an accident occur at shift 
change, he said, to'o many new 
people would be trying to figure 
out what was happening. He sug­
gested the Coast Guard change 1ts 
shift schedule slightly ~-

Aspland made the comments 
on the second day of the three­
day seminar attended by many 
government officials, Outside 
spill specialists and environmen­
tal activists 

Aspland would have captured 
the audience's attention JUSt by 
virtue of his position: head of one 
of Alaska's major oil shippers 
But his personality and reputa­
tion -helped 

He struck a decisively folksy 

, tone, chatting about his new 
grandchild and about. the many 
references to h1m in a newly 
released book on tanker safety by 
Eric Nalder Nalder wrote that 
Aspland "may be to tanker man­
agers what Lee Iacocca is to the 
automakers He is either a vision­
ary or a hip shooter depending on 
how you view him '' 

The book also quotes Aspland 
as saying government offic1als 
who want to prevent oil spills 
should "Keep the heat on. I mean 
it. You've-got to keep the heat on. 
Keep asking questions like you 
are domg I just worry that three 
years from now nobody will be 
paying any attention and things 
will slip back to the way they 
used to be" 

After Thursday's speech, As­
pland acknowledged that the oil 

--- .. ~----.. ---.. -- .. --- ,-~-----
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industry is partly to blame 
for not moving ahead with 
new spill technology that 
could d~matically increase 
the ability to pick up spilled 
oil. Arco Marine worked on 
a design for a super skim­
mer to augment smaller and 
less efficient skimmers. But 
the company was unable to 
persuade other oil shippers· 
to help finance the new tech­
nology. Arco Marine ·can­
celed the pro)ect in 1990, but 
officials there said the lack 
of industry support had 
nothing to do with _that deci­
sion. 

Aspland said the indus­
try's general reluctance to 
exp~riment is simple: 
"There's no financial incen­
tive." 

With so little new cleanup 
tech~1ology, he said, the best 
way to deal with future oil 

spills is to make sure they 
don't happen. When he made 
that point in his speech, an 
audience member suggested 
he testify against proposed 

state legislation to roll back 
an oil-industry tax that 
funds oil-~pill prevention 
programs, among other 
things. The legislation is be­
ing pushed by the oil indus­
try and its supporters in the 
Alaska Legislature. 

Aspland chuckled, then 
sidestepped the discussion 

Afterward, he said one of 
Arco Marine's key oil-spill 
prevention programs at­
tempts to alter tanker crews' 
behavior. The company gath­
ers its crews together to talk 
about how they think they 
can do their jobs better and 
to train them to- be more 
assertive with their 
superiors - a notion that 
borders on heresv in mari-
ners' circles • 

"No one steps up and 
·says, 'You're going the 
wrong way,' " he said. "The 
captain isn't God. We're go­
ing to teach them that it's 
OK to ask questions." 
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il-spill tri I 
dra s near 

r fisherm n 
The Associated Press 

KENAI - The value of an Upper 
Cook Inlet salmon pennit has dropped 
by two-thirds in the last three years, a 
plurige attorneys for commerc1al fisher­
men blame on the 1989 Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. 

Five years ago the Exxon Valdez 
tanker spilled nearly 11 million gallons 
of oil into Prince William Sound, oil 
that eventually affected Kodiak, Cook 
Inlet and Chignik fisheries. 

In May, attorney Brian O'Neill will 
begin the lengthy process of trying to 
convince a jury that Exxon Corp. and 
Exxon Shipping Co. owe fishermen in 
Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet and 
other spill areas almost $1 billion in 
compensatory damages. 

He also will be asking for an as-yet­
undetennined amount in punitive dam­
ages. 

O'Neill, of the Minnesota firm 
Faegre and Benson, will be the lead 
attorney trying the case against Exxon 
for more than 4,000'salmon and herring 
pennit holders and their deckhands, 
including 903 Upper Cook Inlet permit 
holders. 

The legal arguments vary for differ­
ent fisheries, but O'Neill will argue 
that Upper Cook Inlet fishers are owed 
damages for three primary reasons: 

o The drop in fish prices after the oil 
spill. O'Neill says Cook Inlet sockeye 
salmon prices dropped $1 a pound from 
1988 to the 1989, 1990 and 1991 seasons. 

"' The drop in limited-entry permit 
values after the oil spill. The average 
value of an Upper Cook Inlet drift 
gillnet pennit has fallen from $210,000 
in 1990 to $69,000 today, said Kurt 
Iverson, an analyst with the state 
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commis­
sion. 

0 The drop in boat values after the 
spill. The value of a commercial drift 
fishing boat has fallen about $25,000. 

-, 
' 
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Revi ts 
s me heart 
Spill conferees hear plea 
By Kli\11 
FARARO 
Da1ly News 
reporter 

A fifth-an­
niversary 
seminar on­
the Exxon 
Valdez oil 
spill found 
its emotional 
center Fri­
day when 
charter boat 
captain Stan 
Stephens 
took the mi­
crophone 

Stephens 
gave an lm-
P a S S i 0 n e d ERIK HILL I Da.ty News hie photo 

speech about Stan Stephens 
the real rea-
sons people were gathered m a somewhat 
stuffy conference room listening to some­
times ponderous papers on such topics as the 
care of oiled birds The reasons, Stephens 
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said, were the porpOises that 
were his constant compan­
IOns in his early years sail­
ing Prince Wilham Sound 
The bears on the Sound's 
shores that cut trails as wide 
as sidewalks The salmon he 
swears were so plentiful he 
didn't have to fish for them; 
they seemed to jump into his 
boat 
"I just never could have 
believed that a fairyland 
like this existed If I had not 
experienced it," said Ste­
phens, who looks and sounds 
every bit the ship's captain, 
with his white beard and 
gravelly voice 
Stephens said he worries the 
Sound will continue to be 
threatened by oil spills un­
less more is done to improve 
tanker safety. And he warn­
ed citizens that reforms In­

stituted after the Exxon Val­
dez spill could be gutted 
unless they make their 
voices heard above the din 
created by oil-industry lob­
byists who flock to Juneau 
each year for the legislative 
session 
Stephens' speech came on 
the last day of a three-day 
seminar sponsored by the 
Alaska Sea Grant College 
Program at the Umversity 
of Alaska Fairbanks The 
group said about 180 people 
attended parts of the confer­
ence and that partiCipants 
included representatives of 
the oil mdustry, the Coast 
Guard, government environ­
mental agencies and citizens 
watchdog groups. 
Stephens was there as the 
head of one of those citizens 
groups, the Prince William 
Sound Regional Citizens' 
Advisory Council. And i:t 
seemed fitting that his lun­
cheon speech followed by a 
day one given by Jerry As­
pland, the president of Area 
Marine 

Both men are considered 
outspoken crusaders for 
change in the oil-tanker 
trade Both wield a fair 
amount of power and can 
push changes that could pro­
foundly affect Alaska. 
Area Marine is one of Alas­
ka's major shippers, and As­
pland has <been instrumental 
m trymg to make the compa­
ny's ships as safe as possi­
ble. Among other things, Ar­
ea IS teaching crews to 
question their captams when 
necessary, an almost un­
heard-of practice aboard 
most ships. 
Stephens' power stems m 
good part from his position 
as the head of the influential 
citizens advisory council, or 
RCAC The group receives 
about $2 million a year from 
the oil industry to act as a 
watchdog of the tankers that 
call at Valdez and of 
Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Co , the corporation charged 
with helping protect the 
Sound from tanker spills 
On Friday, Stephens echoed 
the drumbeat being sounded 
over the past three days, 
calling on his fellow citi.lens 
to stop the state legislature 
from cutting an oil-industry 
tax · 
The nickel-a-barrel tax, im­
posed after the Exxon Val­
dez disaster, helps pay for 
many environmental protec­
tion prog.ams, including 
those for oil-spill preven­
tion Industry supporters 
say the money should not be 
used for such things as the 
cleanup of non-oil spills, and 
legislators sympathetic to 
the oil industry have been 
pushing to roll back the tax. 
He also took the time to 
compliment the many people 
he says have worked tire­
lessly since the Exxon Val­
dez wreck to make the 
Sound safer from spills. The 
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list mcluded such activi~b 
as Riki Ott and Rick Stemer 
and Department of Environ­
mental Conservation official 
Dan Lawn Stephens told 
the audience Lawn was 
wrongly demoted after the 
spill by an agency too cow­
ardly to deal with someone 
who talked so straight to 
both his superiors and to the 
oil industry 
He recounted seeing Lawn 
hours after the Exxon Val­
dez, his worries showmg m 
the hollowness of his face 
He said Lawn had warned 
his bosses for years the in­
dustry wasn't prepared for 
such a major spill, but m the 
end, he said, Lawn blamed 
himself. 
"You blame yourself for not 
domg more," Stephens said 
"And what did It get him?" 
Stephens also complimented 
Area's Aspland for his work 
on tanker safety and former 
Alyeska president Jim Her­
miller for helping create the 
Regional Citizens' Advisory 
Council 
Stephens ended his speech 
with a wish list for next 20 
years. He wished for 
Alyeska to do more to cut 
air pollution from the Val­
dez tanker terminal, for con­
tmued oil-industry funding 
of spill-cleanup technology, 
and for 20 years without an 
oil spill 
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Hickel, Coast Guard sign 
pact defining spill duties 

The Assoc1ated Press 
JUNEAU - Gov Wally 

Hickel and the Alaska com­
mander of the Coast Guard 
have signed an agreement to 
set up a joint command dur­
mg oil spills. 

The signing with Rear 
Adm Roger Rufe came 
Thursday on the fifth anni­
versary of the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill, which dumped 
nearly 11 million gallons of 
crude oil into Prmce William 
Sound. 

ProvisiOns of the agree­
ment mclude coordinatiOn in 
spill preventiOn, plannmg 
and response It also would 
give Alaska access to the $1 
billwn national oil-spill lia­
bility trust fund to help pay 
state costs of cleamng up ml 
spills 

"One thmg we remember 
most vividly from the Exxon 
Valdez spill five years ago 
was the lack of r:ommand 
coordmatwn," Hickel said 
m a wntten statement. "It 
wasn't dear who was in 
charge of the cleanup ef­
forts " 
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At sea with a skyscraper 

full of oil 

An oil tanker heads into Pnnce Wilham Sound after loading up at the p1peltne terminal in Valdez 

I ' 
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Five years after 
Exxon Valdez spill, 
a look at tankers 

By DOUG ESSER 
The Assoc1ated Press 

The biggest machines in the 
world are oil tankers three or 
more football fields long, wide as a 
10-lane freeway; tali as a 15-story 
building, with millions and 
millions of gallons of crude oil in 
the basement. 

Each ship IS part of the econom­
IC network that keeps cars, trucks, 
planes and trains fueled and lubn­
cated 

Each one is also a potential 
ennronmental disaster, mev1table 
as an earthquake on a fault lme 
It's not a question of whether one 
of the 5,000 tankers in the world 
\'I."Ill run aground, break apart or 
explode, It's only a matter of 
when 

That's whv Pulitzer Pnze-wm­
mng JOurnalist Enc Nalder, who 
covered the Exxon Valdez spill 
f1ve years ··ago, calls his book 
"Tankers Full of Trouble" (Grove, 
524) 

In this book, N alder, a reporter 
for the Seattle Times, takes a nde 

on the tanker Arco Anchorage 
from Valdez, across the stormy 
North Pacific, through the tricky 
inland waters of Washington to a 
refinery near Bellmgham. Along 
the way, he shares with the reader 
a sense of awe at the industnal 
vessel, sympathy for overworked 
crew members, and a detailed ac­
count of all the things that can go 
wrong In 1985, the Arco Anchor­
age Itself ran aground at Port 
Angeles, Wash , sptllmg 239.000 
gallons of oil 

Troubles mclude owners who 
save money by sk1mpmg on ~teel 
m building tankers, inadequate 111· 
spect1ons, pohtical pres:::.ures on 
regulators, p1lots with better JOb 
security than safety records, dnd 
crew members as capable as any of 
us of human error As Exxon Val­
dez Capt Joseph Hazelwood can 
attest, an error on an 011 tanker 
can create a big, expensive, career· 
ending, oily-birds-on-the-evening­
news environmental mess 
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0 BOOK: "Tankers Full of Trouble" 

0 AUTHOR Enc Nalder 

0 PUBLISHER. Grove 

0 PRICE $24 

Information on every aspect of 
the oil tanker mdustry 1s incorpo­
rated as Nalder describes the ~ 200-
mile trip across the North Pacific 
from the end ot the Alaska plpe­
lme to the refmery. What m1ght be 
cons1d~red dull details of tanker 
construction become more compel­
ling when you're 111 the middle of a 
Gulf of Alaska storm, waves 
breaking over the deck, and you 
can hear the steel groan 'as the ship 
bends between the waves. 

Nalder is relentlessly pessimis­
tic, as If great ShipS can only end 
m great disasters Listening to the 
metallic complaints of the ship m 
the storm, he writes,_ "The noise 

--~------------ jiiii'-""- - -...--::---::::......=::========~======-

seems to be one voice grieving the 
fate of tankers " Yet a tanker ~ 1ke 
the Arco Anchorage makes the 
same trip every eight or nme days, 
safely. · 

This is a bo'ok for general-mter-
est readers, with enough details 
for people to take an in-depth look 
at the oil spill issue. Nalder does a 
particularly good job of profiling 
tanker crew members and puttmg 
a human face onto an industry 

There are deadweight tons of 
mformation floating in this book 
It would have been helpful if lists 
and charts had been included that 
could present spill and tanker in­
formation graphically A map of 
the route of the Arco Anchorage 
also would have been nice 1 

When, not if, the next Exxon 
Valdez occurs, look for Nalder on 
network TV shows saying, "I knew 
this was going to happen " 
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£1t Q@~u 
Tinting's right for consensus 
on how to spend settlefnent 1none)J 

Last week's fifth anniversary of the oil spill brought 
some welcome news: The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Council Is 
close to coming out ·with a comprehensive plan on how to 
spend what remains· of Exxon's $900 million civil 
settlement. 

Granted, the plan Isn't gomg to please everybody. This 
bemg Alaska, passions run high over how the money should 
-and should not.:__ be spent. . _ 

There are those who want to protect habitat by buying 
pnvate lands and those who vehemently oppose putting any 
more of Alaska into public hands. Some want money for 
hatchenes and some argue that hatchenes may be more the 
problem m Prince William Sound than the solution. 
Advocates support - and cntics oppose - putting the 
settlement into a reserve fund Or into research, restoratiOn 
or recreation. 

Alaskans already have cnticiZed the trustees for bemg 
too slow to come' up with a plan and too quick to spend 
almost a third of the settlement, much of It on research and 
on reimbursing the state and federal governments for 011 
cleanup costs Communities affected by the spill fear the 
remammg $650 milhon will disappear before the area's 
ecosystem and economy are fully restored 

Not all the problems from the spill will be · solved, 
unfortunately. Not all can be But some good can come from 
the settlement. 

Environmentalists may ~.et only half the money they 
want for habitat, but the-lands the trustee council ranks as 
its top prionties would be well worth protecting. These 
mclude Native inholdmgs in the Kodiak National Wildlife 
Refuge and Kenai Fjords National Park and vanous parcels 
m Prince William Sound. 

Page 1 -of 2 
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For those diehard Alaskans who oppose puttiT'g more 
land under public protectiOn, consider this: Buymg land m 
the Kodi~k refuge and in Kenai FJords consolidates already 
established parks and preserves; it doesn't create !lew ones 
The landowners are willing sellers. And the acquisitions , 
would be not just pretty parks but scient1fit and economic 
mvestments, since protecting criticar habitat is key to 
keepmg the North Pacific diverse and productive. 

As for other decisions, the trustees are bound to both 
please and disappoint. In Ja~mary they gave more money to 
Prince William Sound fisheries than some critics thought 
wise but no doubt less than the fisheries wanted. They set 
fund~ aside for future research in spite of arguments that 
the money's needed now. But they d1d not reservy as much 
as Gov. Wal'ly Hickel had originally wanted for an 
endowment.' They pleased , research advocates and the 
governor by funding the umversity-run marme science 
mstitute in Seward while disappointing critics who see the 
funding as pork or believe research money could be better 
spent elsewhere. 

In other words, they sought compromise and consensus, 
goals that are d1mly regarded in some c1rcles but necessary 
to a process where three trustees are appomted by Gov. 
Hickel and three by President B1ll Clinto~ and all SIX must 
agree on every decision; -

Gov Hickel deserves the, credit (or, ,this bemg Alaskia, 
the blame) for negot1atmg the settlement m the f1rst place. , 
While he hasn't said whether he will pursue another term as 
governor, he 'may have only a few mdnths left to see h1s 
settlement bear fruit 

I ' -

Given the governor's rapport w1th Intenor Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt - the most influential of. ti)e three federal 
trustees and himself an advocate of consensus- now IS the 
time to agree on a plan. 
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odiak buybac,k 
A good use for-~be oilsjJill settlenzent., , 

Usmg money from the Exxon Valdez ml spill settlement' 
to buy pnvate mholdmgs m the Kodiak' NatiOnal Wildlife 
Hefuge IS one proposal among many before the state and 
federal tmstee council overseeing the settlement But It's 
an Idea that has atti·acted a broad range of backers, fn)m 
the Native corpm·a'tw-ns that hold title to the land to 
fishermen, scJenti-~ts environmentalists and the National 
Ihfle Assoc1atwn, to n<:me a few What' makes this pi·oposal 
<;O vn'de!y supported;. 

First, the Kodiak refuge meets the reqUirements the 
trustees set for 'usmg settlemen! money'to acqUire habitat. 
Land under consideratiOn IS 1·ated' bn ho\\ badly the,-area 
was affected by the oil spill and how Important the habitat 
1s for affected species -Had the refuge not rece1ved s'uch a 
!ugh score, 1t would'not be considered in all -

But buymg back land \v1thm the refug~ IS also a way to 
solve a p1·oblem older than the ml spill The 1971 Alaska 

, Native Claims Settlement Act established Kodwk v!l!'agc 
corporatiOns and du·ected them to choose nearby la1ids as 
part of the1r settlement The lands nearby, hO\\•ever. had 
been set as1de as''a w!'ldl{fe refuge m 1941 by President 
Franklin Roosevelt 

So here was a class1c Catch-22 Tl1e three corporatiOns 
were told to develop then· lands for the economic good of 
their shareholders, but the refuge regulatwns proh1b1t 
developn1ent th~lt \\"Ould harm bear and other w!ldlife 
hab1tat 

The Native corporations could challenge these 
restnctwns m court and possibly wm The question 1s. what 
would they really wm I Development would come at the 
expense of land now used for subsistence. Kod1ak bears and 
other wildlife would lose valuable-habitat The public would 
lose access to a world-renowned wildlife p1·eserve 

So mstead, the Native corporations have sought to trade 
or sell their lands. But years of negotiations failed to turn 
up either suitable lands to trade or money to buy the 
mholdmgs Until now The federal government, wluch 
appomts half the SIX-member trustee councll, has listed the 
Kod1ak refuge, along with mholdmgs !11 Kena1 FJords 
NatiOnal Park, as top priont1es for land acquiSitiOn 
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Should the entn·e trustee council approve the Kodidk 
huybdck (all decisiOn<; must be unammous), this doesn't 
mean all the money f1·om the oil spill settlement '"'Ill go to 
habitat protectiOn As an ed1tonal 111 Sunday'!:-> paper 
pomted out, the trustees appear to be workmg toward a 
compi·ehensJve plan that will parcel out fundmg to 
research, restOI·atJOn, f1shenes, a umvei·say-backed 
sea-hfe study center m Seward and a reserve account to 
meet future needs. Many of these proposals a1·e state 
pnonties 

Nor ~viii the bulk of any money eventually allocated for 
habitat acquiSitiOn necessanly go to the Kodiak mholdmgs, 
somethmg the Kodiak village corp01·ations should keep m 
mmd when tHey dete1·mme, m the next few months, the 
askmg pnce for their lands. Thei·e IS simply not enough 
money to do everythmg, and the price has to be reasonable 
or the Native coi·poi·atwns will need to !me up conservation 
groups or other outside fundmg sou1·ces to contnbute 

Fmally, usmg oil spill settlement money to buy 
mholdmgs doesn't mean the Kodiak village coi·poi·atwns­
and therefore fut~re generations- will lose all then· ties to 
the land About half the acreage Natives own·on Kodiak 1c:; 
bemg offered _for sale, and only on the conditiOn that nght!:-> , 
to subsJ!:->tcnce hunt and gather will be mamtamed 

The Kodwk buyback, then, is a no-lose pi·oposdl, except 
maybe for those Alaskans who are diehard opponents of 
puttmg- one IOta mo1·e of Alaska mto public handc:; And e\'en 
they '' ould have a hard time argumg agamst conso!Idatmg 
what IS already a publicly protected 1·efuge ,u ,mg some of 
the 01! !:->pill settlement to p1·otect this extraordmm·y hahnat 
"ould be a fittmg settlement of the state's wor'it 
ennronmental accident 

----
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Spill story 
to air on TV 

A new hour-long television 
show called "Turning Pomt" 
will feature issues surround­
ing the Exxon Valdez Oil Sp11l 
as one of ito; segment'i, accord­
mg to producer Peter Bull 

1lre ABC program will re­
enact the-night of the spill, 
show clean-up efforts in the 
wake of the spill, and review 
tanker safety tssues, Bull said. 

Though filmmg was con­
ducted in Cordova, local fish­
ermen wiU mostly be por­
_trayed while partictpating in 
last summer's tanker block-
ade, he said. ' 
, The' show will air before a 

class action lawsuit goes to 
tnal in early May, Bull said. 
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. po 
tudies 

By Soren Wuerth 

The Cordova Ttmes 

Studtes Exxon conducted on t~edfect II mtlhon gal­
lone; of crude otl sptlled m Prince Wtlham Sound had 
on natural resources are bta<;ed and flawed, accordmg 
to a report released Su11day ,by a local sctenttst , 

By comparmg government re<:earch with Exxon'c; 
findmgc;, Rik1 Ott, a commerctal fishet man who earned 
her degrees in- manne pollutton, found the oil compa­
ny had underesttmated mjury to the ecosystem, whtle 
exaggeratmg recovery · 

The 60-page report, lltled "Sound Truth: Exxon's 
Mampulatton of Sctence and the Signiftcance of the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Sptll,'' also suggests ml cqntmuec; to 
pollute the envtronment, pointe; out the sptll's tmpact on 
cornmumlles, and tl hc;ts recommendations for regula-
tory changec; ' 

"Somethmg went \'ery wrong wtth the 'sctence' m 
the aftenuath of the Exxon Valdez ... ,'' Ott wrote m her 
report. " . Government and Exxon research fmdmgc; 
were touted ac; 'sctence' and were forced up on the SCI­
ent!fiC commumty to be treated as 'sctence."' 

After the 1989 otl sptll, Exxon, along w1th state and 
federal agenciec; began to scrutmaze the effect oil had on 
the manne and coac;tal envuonmentc; The oil fouled 
more than 10,000 square milec; of ocean surface and the 
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crude wac;hed up on at leac;t I ,500 
mllec; of l>horelme 

In analyzmg 20 government and 
I 2 Exxon report~, the Greenpeace­
~unded paper exammec;, among 
other thmgc;, how expenmentc; were 
dec;tgned and carried out, c;tatic;ttcc; 
that were-used; and how conclu­
stons were drawn 

Ott found diflerencec; hetween 
methode; uc;ed hy the ml company 
and government agenctec; to do such 
thmgc; ac; c;ample data, collect mfor­
matton and define ml expoc;ure 

"Re_c;ultc; of the two c;eparate data 
setc; pamt c;tarkly contrastmg ptc­
turec; of tnJury to and re<.,overy o( 

, the Pnnce Wtlltam Sound ecoc;y<;­
tem 

In genetal, government c;tudte~ 
show long-term damage 111 a van-

R1k1 Ott 

80 #4 P.1 & 2 

ety of c;pec1e~ and delayed ecosys­
tem recovery, whtle Exxon c;tud1es 
conclude there IS VIrtually no long­
term damage and that there IS a 
rarlld ecosystem recovery," wrote 
Ott Ott wa'i out-of-state and could 
not, be reached for comment. 

Ott alc;o accuses Exxon scientists 
of misreprec;entmg data or report­
mg It selecttvely 

For example, while the govern­
ment presented raw data of stud1es 
on Pacific hemng, Exxon failed to. 
release its, raw data, making it 
impossible for other sc1entists to 
venfy the ml company's results, 
accordmg to Ott. 

Res,toratlon efforts are obscured 
by Exxon's attempts to conceal 
mformat10n usmg legality Issues,· 
Ott summanzes. 

"It IS tmperallve that the sc1en­
t1fic commumty, Congress and the 
state and federal governments, take 
steps to improve the quahty of sct­
ence that becomes part of the pub- . 
he domain, partlcl.Jiarly stud1es 
und~rtaken m the aftermath of an 
oil c;ptll," Ott says 

She recommends: 
• Oil c;pill response, damage and 

restoratiOn research should be 
revtewed by other scientists before 
anythmg l'i published. D1fferent 
groups should dlso be· allowed to 
btd on <;CJenliftc projects 

Page 2 of 2 

"Laws should fprce researchers 
to agree on a plan and rest net them 
Jrom P!-IbhciZing, or usmg m court, 
studtes that do not conform to cer­
tam procedures -

· ~ Basel me _stud1es, funded by 
vanous agenctes, should be con­
ducted by governments and the pub­
lic. A baselme momtonng program 
should be fimshed before state and 
federal mllease sales 

" The state Departmen't of F1sh 
and Game should_create a posltlon 
for an "Alaska State Trustee for 
Natural Resources." 

" Authors ~titmg reports for the 
Exx,on Valdez Otl Spill Trustee 
Council s~ould dtsburse their papers 
to the sc1entlfic c'ommumty for peer 
rev1ew · 

"The pubhc has a nght-to-know 
the (ull envtronmentaltmpacts of 
mdustnal accidents that damage 
pubhc resources," Ott wrote. "With­
out th1c; mformatJOn, recetved m a 
ttmely manner, the pubhc 1s ill-pre-

. pared to press for SQCtal changes 
needed to prevent ml sp1lls m the 
first place." 

Exxon spo_kesman Les Rogers 
sa1d hts company has no comment 
due to pendmg httgatton 

A class actiOn lawsmt agamst 
Exxon by commerctal fishermen, 
Nattves, landowners and others IS 

scheduled for tnai'May 2m U.S 
Distnct Court in Anchorage 
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FIVE YEARS AFTER THE EXXON VALDEZ IS MOMENTUM FOR SAFETY FADING? NATIONvs 
WORST OIL SPILL WAS COSTLY, BUT SO ARE MANY REFORMS 
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By: BILL DIETRICH 
Edition: FINAL Section: NEWS Pag~: A1 
Word Count: 1,792 

TEXT: 
Sometimes society learns from its mistak~s. Five years after the Exxon 
Valdez spilled 11 million gallons of oil,into Alaska 0 s Prince William 
Sound, a .host of reforins have been made that should ensure that particular 
accident wonijt be repeated. 

From alcohol breath 
equipment · to oil-spill 
corrective measures. 

tests to 
drills, 

tug escorts, from stockpiled cleanup 
industry and government have taken 

Yet sometimes society can also forget its past. Five years after that 
middle=of=the=night-. c~llis~ori . with B1~gh Reef on Good 'Friday, March 24, 
1989 the worst .. 011 sp1ll 1n U.S. h1story·= there are signs that state 
legislators in Washington and Alaska and officials in the u.s. Coast Guard 
are rela~ing their reformist stance. Examples: 

. The Coast Guard has yet to adopt regulations implementing about 
two=th1rds of the changes mandated by Congress in its Oil Pollution Act of 
1990. Among them is a requirement that tug escorts for tankers be extended 
from Port Angele~ to the western end of the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The 
Coast Guard has argued that deciding what kind of tug and towing packages 
to require is complex, but Washington ° s congressional delegat.ion wants action._ 

The agency has also declined to enforce ~afety r~gulations on tankers 
passing through u.s. waters in the Strait of Juan de Fuca en route to 
Canada, angering Gov. Mike Lowry. 

I 

ouwe are talking about a delay of more than 1 000 days since congress 
passed~ the lawo said.a December letter drafted by u.s. Rep. Jolene unsoeld 
and s1gned by the state's congressional delegation to Transportation 
Secretary Federico Pena. 

Washington 6 s 
the citizens 6 Marine 
tanker safety here. 
support never made it 

' 

Legislature stripped staff support this spring from 
Oversight Board it set up after the spill to watchdog 

A bill by Rep. Nancy Rust, D=Seattle, to continue 
out of committee this session. 

, The ,oversight Board was not simply abolished, as 49 other boards were 
th1s spr1ng, but the cut of $200 000 mea 't f. d' 
be printed and distributed to .the ~edia an~sp~b~ic~n 1ngs probably will not 

~0 The Legislature 
.pretty good law but stepped up to the mark three years ago and passed a 

hasn et done a good job of funding it,'' said Naki 

stevens, an Oversight Board member who represents People for Puget Sound. 
BY comparison, a -counterpart in Alaska has a budget of $2 mi~lion and a 
staff of 14. 

one problem is that the maritime industry didn°t like the critical 
report the oversight Board issued in 1992. 00 It 0 s like shooting the 
messenger -instead of addressing ·the problem, 00 said Fred Felleman ·of the 
washington Environmental council, which monitors -the board. 

--Oil lobbyists in Juneau·a;e pressi~g Alaska~s L7gislature to,modify 
a s-cent-a-barrel tax levied after the sp111, argu1ng 1t has been m1sspent 
on questionable items such· as a n7w state fe:ry: They~want.at least part of 
the tax to be devoted to complet1ng·a $50 m1ll1on ·emergency response fund, 
and then they want that part of the tax dropped. The result could cut ~on7y 
for state , regulators who police the industry. .01The scary part of th1s. 1s 
how· it symbolizes how short memories are, 611 said Patty Ginsburg, spokeswoman 
for the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens Advisory Council. 

The oil industry has made impressive strides in stationing new 
oil-spill cleanup equipment on Puget Sound but has resisted proposals it 
relocate its new 208-foot high=seas skimmer from Everett to Port Angeles or 
station a tug at Neah Bay to rescue tankers that lose power in the Strait 
of Juan de Fuca or off Washington's coast. 

critics also charge the industry has put its money into. Cleanup 
instead of prevention, even though the best equipment can only recover 
about 15 percent of a major spill. 

America 1 s appetite for 
reaching 49.5 percent of domestic 
analyst for Friends of the Earth, 
the u.s. petroleum industry loses 
and waste each year equivalent to 

Risk remains 

oil remains unchanged, with oil imports 
consumption last year. Jack Doyle, senior 
recently completed a study that estimated 
a volume of oil ·from evaporation 0 leakage 
more than ·1,000 Exxon Valdez oil spills. 

The continued risk of shipping oil was illustrated this month when a 
tanker and container-ship collided in Turkey 0 s Bosporus Strait, spilling 16 
million gallons. 

Last year there were 25 major tanker oil spills worldwide, killing 26 
and dumping 37.9 million gallons~of,oil. That's,actually an improvement 
over four of the previous five years.· 

010verall 8 weere getting ,better~'go .said consultant Arthur:McKenzie of 
the Tanker Advisory Center in New York, noting that the total continues a 
very erratic improving trend. 

But, he added, the u.s. tanker fleet that plies Alaska and Washington 
is aging and medjocre. In quality ·it averages well behind the flag fleets 
of Australia, Japan, Panama and Liberia, he said~'~ 

' ' \ \ 

In Alaska, the empty tapker overseas Ohio struck an iceberg in Prince 
William sound on Jan. 2, sustaining significant.damage. On Feb. 17, the 
Overseas Washington lost power and drifted in Cook Inlet, near Anchorage. -



In Washington, the tanker Arco Anchorage spilled 239,000 'gallons off 
Port Angeles in 1985, the barge Nestucca lost 231,000 gallons on the coast 
three months before the Exxon Valdez, and the Japanese processor ship Tenyo 
Maru sank with 368,000 gallons aboard on July 22, 1991. 

Just one month after the Exxon Valdez spill, .. the tanker Exxon 
Philadelphia lost power in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and drifted for 
several hours before rescue. And last year t~at same ship, renamed the 
SeaRiver Philadelphia, suffered an explosion of its exhaust-gas cool~~g 
system when docked at Anacortes. 

When .Seattle Times staff reporter Eric Nalder rode the Area Anchorage 
from Alaska to Washington in 1992, he witnessed several mishaps, including 
a fire in the engine room as the ship negotiated narrow Rosario strait in 
the San Juan Islands. Nalder 1 s new book, 11Tankers Full of Trouble," is 
excerpted in today•s Pacific magazine. 

Spill's impact is continuing 

Public outrage over the Exxon Valdez spill clearly rattled the 
industry. 

The spill contaminated 1,548 miles of Alaska shoreline, the oil 
drifting as much as 600 miles from Bligh Reef. 

~The spill is believed to have killed as many as 300,000 birds, 
including more than 200 bald eagles, as many as 5,500 sea otters, 300 
harbor seals and 13 killer whales. It inflicted unquantified but 
significant damage to salmon and herring eggs, clams and intertidal 
organisms. 

Its 
Gibeout, 
damage. 

impact continues. 
a University of 

Oil still lingers on some beaches, said Jim 
Texas geologist hired by Alaska to survey the 

"There are still sites out there that are cc::siderably oiled,ea he 
said. 

But he added that both human cleanup and natural degradation have 
reduced the damage each year. 

The salmon and herring fisheries in Prince William sound have 
collapsed, amid hot debate over the spill's role. 

While otters are bouncing back, seals and harlequin ducks are showing 
little evidence of· recovery. 

Exxon has spent more than $3.5 billion in response.to the spill, the 
company says. 

That amount includes a $100 million criminal settlement to the federal 
government, a $25 million fine,. a $900 million civil settlement with the 
~ed7r~l government, .$300 million in voluntary claim settlements with 
1nd1v1du~l~ such as f1shermen, and about $2.2 billion cleaning up the spill 
and repa1r1ng the Exxon Valdez. ~ 

That total will likely grow. 

Unsettled civil suits may finally come to federal court beginning May 
2 and to Alaska state court June 6. They involve as many as 100,000 
potential class-action suit members, 5 million pages of documents and 
potential damages of $1.5 billion or more. . . 

About a third of the $900 million civil settlement has been eaten~up 
by cleanup-related administrative costs, research and monitoring. Much of 
the remainder may be spent on more than 200,000 acres to protect 
timberlands critical to adjacent marine waters from logging or development. 
$46 million has been spent on 64,000 such acres to date. 

Tanker reforms requiring double hulls were passed by Congress in 1990 
but don't begin to phase in until next year; all tankers won't come under 
the prov1s1on until 2010. By that time, Alaska's oil fields may be near 
exhaustion anyway, so no new u.s.-flag tankers may be built. 

No double-hulled tankers have yet been started in u.s. shipyards. 
Worldwide,. 932 of approximately 3,400 tankers have either a double bottom, 
double side or double hull, according to McKenzie at the Tanker Advisory 
Center. 

Still undone: the tough reforms 

In sum,,the easiest reforms- tug escorts, the stockpiling of cleanup 
equipment, navigational improvements and better spill-response planning 
have been accomplished. 

The toughest reforms - better ships, bigger and better-trained crews, 
and clear consensus on controversial solutions such as burning spilled oil 
or using chemical dispersants - have not. 

Experts disagree on how much progress that represents, with a 
conference scheduled in Anchorage this week to debate that question. 

"J:t 0 s not wonderful, but it 1 s better, 0~ McKenzie said. 

nFive years later the risks have not diminished significantly, 11 

countered Ed Wenk, professor emeritus of engineering at the University of 
Washington and a former member of the Marine Oversight Commission. 

"My sense of improvement is in the area of response to spills," said 
Barbara Herman, administrator of Washington's Office of Marine Safety, set 
up in 1991 in response to the spills. Still lagging, she said, is spill 
prevention. 

"We need better information on what·causes oil spills," Herman said. 

"I'd rather have an old ship with a vigilant crew than a new ship with 
a non-vigilant crew," said Jerry Aspland, president of Area Marine. 

01We're definitely better off than in 198~, wv said Larry Dietrich, who 
oversees spill preparation for Alaska's Department of Environmental 
Conservation. "The question is whether we're backsliding." 



gucould the Exxon Va~de~ spill happen again? I don ° t think so, ru said 
Ginsburg of the Prince W~ll1am Sound Regional citizens Advisory Council. 
sucould a major spill happen again? Of courseo au 
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1) NATALIE FOBES: YEARS AFTER THE SPILL, CREWS TEST NEW CLEANUP TECHNIQUES 
ON STILL~OILED BEACHES ALONG PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND. 

\ 

2) TOM REESE I SEATTLE TIMES: ON PUGET,SOUND FOR A TRAINING SESSION, KEN 
SCHACHT HELPS DEPLOY A HIGH~SEAS OIL-RECOVERY BOOM FROM THE STERN OF THE 
WASHINGTO~ RESPONDER LAST WEEK. THE 208~FOOT SKIMMER IS TO BE USED TO PUMP 
SPILLED OIL FROM THE ~OUND AND NEARBY ,'WATERS. 

3) TOM REESE I SEATTLE TIMES: THE WASHINGTON RESPONDER IS BASED AT 
EVERETT, THE SITE OF A NEW REGIONAL OIL-SPILL CLEANUP CENTER. THE OIL 
INDUSTRY HAS SET UP FIVE SUCH SITES AROUND THE NATION. 

4) TOM REESE I SEATTLE TIMES: BARRY KEVAN OVERSEES THE DEPLOYMENT OF A 
HIGH-SEAS OIL=RECOVERY BOOM WHILE TRAINING HIS CREW ABOARD THE WASHINGTON 
RESPONDER ON PUGET SOUND LAST WEEK. THE SHIP IS STATIONED AT EVERETT. 
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TEXT: 
Here· 9 s a brief look at reforms and lingering -problems ,since the 1989 oil 
spill from the Exxon Valdez in Alaska 0 s Prince William sound: 

Reforms in Washington 

Everett has become the home of .one.of five new. regional oil-spill 
cleanup centers the oil industry has set up around the United States to 
stockpile ~pill equipm7nt, which together is costing about $1 billion. 
stationed 1n Everett 1s the 208-foot Washington Responder, a skimmer 
capable of operating in ocean ¢onditions. A companion vessel is being based 
in Astoria, and spill cleanup equipment is also stored at Port Angeles and 
Bellingham. 

coordination has improved among.the Coast Guard, state Department: 
of Ecology and private contractors in spill-response drills. 

The crews of about 180 commercial f-ishing boats have been trained 
to aid in spill response. 

Arco and British Petroleum have contracted with Foss Maritime for 
two new, $11 million vvtractor tugs 0' to escort their ships. The tugs have 
twice , the power of previous craft and greater stability, and-the oil 
companies are arguing that one of them is superior to two conventional 
tugs. 

Puget Sound had long enjoyed a yessel Traffic Safety system to 
direct ship traffic, a limit of 125,000 deadweight tons-on the size of 
tankers allowed east of Port Angeles, and a requ~red tug escort east of 
that point for tankers of more than 40, ooo tons.·· That was supplemented 

1 ·after the Exxon Valdez spill by_.a.n-11-mph speed limit in Rosario Strait• 
But the . speed; limit is voluntary. And about a dozen sma'll foreign=flag 
tankers have taken advantage of a legal loophole to reduce their cargo by 
as little as one ton to come under the 40,000=ton limit and escape the 
$10,000 cost of tu~ escort. 

The Office pf Marine Safety and the Marine Oversight commission, 
financed by a new 5-cent-per-barrel tax on imported-oil, have provided new 
scrutiny. The Legislature this year provided money for inspectors to check 
vessel safety in the Columbia River. 

Problems in Washington 

The Washington Responder 1 s base in Everett puts it as much as 12 
hours from spills in the Strait of Juan de Fuca or on the coast. uuThat 
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vessel should be based in Port Angeles, ;t argues the Washington 
Environmental Council's Fred Felleman. "The regulations and improvements 
ar~ always for Port Angeles east. I'm looking forward to the date when the 
state treats its waters even-handedly." There are no escort tugs, pilots, 
or towing capability for waters west of Port Angeles. 

Most tanker accidents are caused by human error, and that has 
received relatively little attention. "I do not believe we have made any 
inroads in my industry in the selection and training of shipboard 
personnel,

11 
said Jerry Aspland, the unusually outspoken and reformist head 

of Area ~Marine who serves on the Oversight Board. While the Oil Pollution 
Act of 1990 prohibits crew members from working more than 15 hours in a 
24-hour shift, crew size and weariness remain an issue. 

Lawmakers in Washington passed one of the toughest tanker 
regulatory laws in the nation, but a tax on oil has not brought in the 
revenue expected to enforce it, and the anti-tax and anti-regulatory mood 
of the public has left politicians with little incentive to revisit the issue. 

Reforms in Alaska 

The Exxon Yaldez disaster came from a string of errors. Crew members 
drank shortly before departure. The pilot left the ship before it passed 
Bligh Reef. The Coast Guard was changing watches and not watching the radar 
during the collision. Capt. Joseph Hazelwood ordered the tanker to leave 
the shipping lanes to avoid ice and then went below, leavin~ a relatively 
inexperienced third mate and a helmsman of marginal ability in charge. same 
changes since then: 

All tanker-captains take alcohol Breathalyzer tests an hour before 
departure. Crew members suspected of drinking are also tested. Those 
registering 0.04 percent ore greater are denied access to their ship and terminal. 

Bligh Reef is now marked by a buoy light. 
-Tankers can no longer leave the shipping lanes, and if a laden 

tanker shifts to another lane to avoid ice, tankers coming the ather way 
must wait for it to pass. 

Coast Guard radar and radio have been improved ~nd staffing beefed 
up, with a new ~system this 'summer expected to extend surveillance of 
tankers all the way outside Prince William Sounde 

--· 
Pilots now stay aboard past Bligh Reef. 

, The Exxon Valdez had no escort; all loaded t'ankers now are 
accompanied through Prince William Sound by a tug and an Escort Response 
Vessel carrying boom and oil skimme~s. Since a Jan. 2 mishap between an 
empty tanker and an iceberg, tankers also get~a tug ice escort if ice is present. 

The oil industry finances regional citizen advisory councils in 
Prince William Sound and Cook Inlet to watchdog its activities.· 

r 
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I . f ongoing state regulation I -- A s-cent-per-barrel tax:provldes m~ne~ono~tate contingency fund. 
and is supposed to eventually flll a ~50.m1ll1 t h received training in 

-- The crews of more than 300 f1sh1ng boa s ave 
responding to spills. 

Spill-containment 
fish hatcheries. 

boom is stockpiled at five ~~ince William Sound 

· d to hold as much as 20 million gallons of 
Barges are stockplle Exxon Valdez spill occurred, there was no 

S kimmed oil and water. When the 1 h lted 
''[, sk1' mmed oil in the first three days, and c eanup a • Place to put 
'I 

problems in Alaska 

While laden 
three hours to deploy 
Additionally, existing 
and waves. 

tankers now have escorts,)some require as ~uc~ as 
tow~ng lines. if they lose power and sta:t d:1ft1~g .. 
tugs may be unable to control a tanker 1n hlgh w1nd 

Declining oil revenuesl have financially pinched Ala~kta•stst:te 
t for pouring a lot of money 1n o an er 

'I government and eroded supp<;>r 11 • • ro ased this year is a real 
inspection and spill preventlon. Leg1s~atlon p pd . 1989 u said Patty 'i h 11 to keeping the ga1ns we ma e 1n , 

I 
serious c a enge f Prince William Sound's Regional citizens Advisory Ginsburg, spokeswoman or 

! Council. 

J Tem crary weather stations installed in Prince William Sound to 
help spill-cieanup ships have since been removed b~ the federal government, 
reducing the information available to tanker capta1ns. 

has been done to improve spill preparation on the southern Little 
Kenai Peninsula or 
extended that far. 

Kodiak Island, even though the Exxon Valdez spill 

National reforms made· 

double 
and ends 

Congress has ordered that tankers visiting u.s. waters.con~eri9~~ hulls on a phased schedule, ba~ed on ship age, that beg1ns 1n 
in 2010 for Alaska and Washington, 2015 for the Gulf Coast. 

· d to create a $1 billion The oil industry has been requ1re 
oil-spill liability trust fund. 

b · h e during a spill, as well -- congress has clarified who can e 1n c arg . 
as fiscal liability and means to calculate compensat1on. 
Problems nationally, internationally 

The coast Guard has yet to write regulations implementing about 
two-thirds of the changes congress mandated, including issues such as tug 
escort, crew size and international enforcement. 

-- No double-hulled ships have been ~tarted to replace the aging fleet 
plying the waters between Alaska and Wash1ngton. 

!rl 
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tanker sai~~i~ess has yet to ratify new international agreements improving 

and -7 ~ankers interna~ionally are still being built with too little steel 
re1n orcement, lead1ng to cracks and spills. 

empty .The tworld tanker fleet has the surplus capacity to 
w1ng anks or lowered oil levels operate with 

still transport oil, -but there are no to redu~e the ch~nce of spills and 
so. regulat1ons forc1ng shippers to do 
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NATALIE FOBES: TWO ALYESKA ESCORT TUGS FOLL W 
MOUTH OF PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND AND INTO THE G~F~FO~TANKER OUT OF THE 
EQUIPPED TO CONTAIN AN OIL SPILL THE SIZE OF THE EXXON VAL~~: ~HE TUGS ARE 
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TEXT: 
coRDOVA, Alaska Tides and times have been kind to Prince William Sound in 
the five years since the Exxon Valdez rammed a charted reef, dumping nearly 
11 million gallons of crude oil into pristine waters. 

storms have scoured Alaska's 1,500 miles of polluted coastline, 
removing about half the oil embedded in some places. Many beaches look 
clean. Population forecasts for bald eagles are good. The tourists are 
back. 

11 It's behind us,'' 
whose administration won 
1991. 

said John Manly, an aide to Gov. Walter Hickel, 
a $900 million settlement from Exxon' Corp. ~n 

But it's not over for the people of cordova# home port to Prince 
·· William Sound 1 s commercial fishing fleet. 

cordova fishermen are among the plaintiffs who filed damage claims in 
the wake of the March 24, 1989, accident. They are just getting their day 
in court, and· until they do, they will not turn the page on the Exxon 
Valdez. 

They blame the Valdez spill for bad salmon harvests over the past two 
years. They say they are just hanging on and that massive Exxon is trying 
to wait them out, an assertion the company denies. 

''It's been a war of attrition,'' says salmon fisherman R.J. Kopcha~, a 
former cordova city council member whose three-story house overlooks 
Cordova's dock and forested orca Bay. 

A typical 
court notices 
file. 

week's mail, stacked on Kopchak's kitchen table, contains 
about his lawsuit: More papers to sign, more documents to 

•wwe know one guy, a fisherman here with a valid claim, who just quit 
sending in his paperwork. Refuses to do it anymore,•• Kopchak says as he 
scans the foggy bay. 

''The longer Exxon and its attorneys can make it miserable for you, the 
greater the chance the settlement will be less.ee 

Kopchak is among fishermen who say this summer's salmon season could be 
his make-or-break year. If the run fails or prices are weak, Kopchak says 
he may have to polish up his carpentry skills and move his wife and four 
young children somewhere else. 

''I built this castle because I figured I'd live and die here,i' he 

' ,, 
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says. 00 I really love this place. We don°t lock our doors, we don°t worry 
about our kids. The problem is, what I want to do is fish. 00 

Lawyers for Exxon, the world 1 s largest corporation, reject any 
suggestion that delay has been a tactic. Complaints have been separated 
into state and federal class actions, each with separate trial judges, 
schedules and evidence rules. 

The federal lawsuit, scheduled to start May 2, includes 100,000 
potential class members. Some estimates put the damages at $1.5 billion or 
more. 

A trial in 
includes seven 
compensation' for 
th~ spill. 

state Superior Court is scheduled to start June 6 and 
towns oiled- in the spill 0 s path. The mayors want 
municipal services they say·were diverted in response to 

Other state plaintiffs include 13 Alaska Native corporations; they 
claim damage to their land and archaeological sites. Natives also s~ed 
Exxon in federal court over damage to their traditional ways, which depend 
on the sound for food. 

Evidence=gathering for all these actions has consumed the past five 
years. The company said more than 5 million pages of doc~wents have changed 
hands; nearly 2 6 000 depositions were taken. 

. A· .list filed by Exxon. names 315 planned witnesses in the' federal case. 
Pla1nt1ffs planned to call 270 witnesses in a case scheduled to last all 
summer. Authorities will testify on marine science, land values, fish 
ab~ndance and hardest of all whether there are any lingering effects of the 
Splll. , . . 

In Cordova, everyone wants an Exxon settlement even townspeople with no 
claim pending. 

10
We don°t want to be known as the oil spill town any more, oo Mayor 

Margy, Johnson said. 

Seated at a table in the restaurant of her dockside hotel, Johnson 
points out a pair of sea otters playing in icy waters where, in late 
February, the fishing fleet is'idle. Some. Cordovans hoping for a new image 
as .a tourist town,.say the city-should ~dopt a n~w slogan. The sea otter 
Cap1tal of the World 1s mentioned. 

Johnsonu a can~do_businesswoman,,wants action. 

Until it -,was abruptly canceled. this weeku- she was helping organize 
C~rdovaos first 90 Bury the Blues Dayao on March 26. The event, complete 
w1th a 'N7w Orleans=sty~e band parading through town, was aimed at uniting 
the commun1ty. But organ~zers called it off when'too many people complained 
they weren,9 t yet ready ·to forgive and forget. 

0
°FOr Cordova, the spill was like a death in the family

6
oo Johnson 

says. 
00

1°m appalled that five years later there 8 s still no settlement with 
Exxon •. Thatos like~ trying to .get .over a death When you canot read the 

l_ 

will. 1 u 

cordova, a town of nearly 2 8 600 on the sound's eastern edge, is reached 
only by boat or plane. Nearly half the work force is directly employed in 
fish harvesting or processing. State _labor eco'nomists reported this month 
there was little prospect that salmon prices would bo~nce back soon. 

Employment has receded over the past three yearsu sales receipts 
dropped and more than two dozen homes are on the marketu the state said. 

Real estate agent Linden 0 9Toole ·among the only families to get out of 
fishing, remain in Cordova and pursue a new occupation says she is fielding 
about as many inquiries from out of state_ as from Cordovans looking to buy. 

0°Toole, who is supporting her 
children 6 says earnings from real 
thousands of dollars in fishing debts. 

fisherman husband and two small 
estate have gone to pay off tens of 

In 1990, one year after the spill, the fleet turned in a near-record 
pink salmon harvest and prices were good. The~, in 1991, prices on the 
worldwide market collapsed, and harvests were 'dumped back into the sea. 

The next 'two years 0 for undetermined reasons, the run failed.- Last 
year, the Pacific herring season 8 which typically begins in April and is 
the fishermen°s ·first cash crop of the year, was cut short in Prince' 
William Sound when schools failed to materialize. Some fish were diseased . 

Last year, frustrated by· Exxon ° s claims that the spill caus-ed no 
ongoing harm,· a mosquito fleet o'f 65 seiners gave up the dismal pink salmon 
season to bottle up the Port of Valdez, terminus of the trans-Alaska·oil 
pipeline. For nearly two days, no tankers·could arrive or depart duririg the 
protest. 

-
00 ! will never forgive and forget, 10 says 42=year=old Doug Pettit, a 

Cordova fisherman who since 1987 has run a local heating repair business to 
tide·his family over the winter. 

CAPTION: 
PHOTO: Cordova is home port to half the commercial fishing fleet in Prince 
William Sound off-the Alaskan coast. Residents there say the oil company is 
trying to bleed them dry in their legal fight over damages inflicted by the 
spill. (ALASKA) 
Associated Press, 
MAP: Exxon Valdez legacy 
Associated Press 
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Five years ago, the Exxon Valdez bled 11 '11' 
~!~~kaos pristine waters. Today, the USA•s w~:st 1~~lg:;f~~si~fs~~~~eb!~~~ 

See info box at end of text 
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TEXT: 

VALDE~, Alaska- VALDEZ, Alaska- In picturesque Prince Will' 
:!~~n~~~pe~!d ~er:~ntry March day seems to belie that anythin~a~a~~~~~~p~~~ 

Fishing boats bob tl · 
play. , gen y 1n teal-blue waters. Beaches look clean. Otters 

But five years ago Thursday in tt' . . 
11 million gallons f Al k, a. se. 1ng as pr1st1ne as any in the USA 
the Exxon Valdez An~ mo ~s a crude 011 poured from a gash in the hull of 
is - an ecological. and s.oc~ol~:r~~is n~=~t!~;e ~at ion's worst spill was - and 

More than 
so devastating 

70% of the spilled oil remai . 
flora and fauna that a compln~ camouflaged 1n the ecosystem, 

e e recovery could take decades. 
The once-vital pink salmon industry is 

back-to-back bad catches ~ on its knees, reel;ng from 
an~ near bankruptcy. • 

For villagers the eff t , 
been p:ofound, ~ffecting.e~ot~~n: centuries-old subsistence 
says Ga1l Evanoff of Chenega Bay- less than "the quality of 

w 'Ecological disaster' 

lifestyle has 
our culture," 

The drama began shortly ft . 
Vald7z Capt. J~seph Hazelwood a ,er m1dnight on March 24, 1989, when Exxon 
leak1ng some 011," he said. radJ.oed the Coast Guard. "E:Videntally, we are 

Just hours after departi th 
of~-course tank~r ran agrou~~ oneB~Iy~ska pipeline terminal in Valdez, the 
sk1n and unleash1ng an ocean of crude: Reef, puncturing the vessel's steel 

The environmental toll exace 
~esponse - was staggering: The wate~:a~~dpb¥ a la7kl~ster initial cleanup 

rown. Nearly 1,500 miles of r1nce W~111am Sound turned d k 
rendered lifeless by the oily pois~~~ches were fouled; fish hatcheries w:~e 

Hundreds of th ousands of ducks, bald eagles, 
murres, terns and other sea 

~r-
_____, 

·t 

I birds died. So did scores of sea otters, seals and whales. 1 

i 
! "It was the most significant ecological disaster ever in North America," 
1
' says Jim Ayers, director of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee council, 

·: which is now overseeing cleanup and research. 

f Exxon, which declined USA TODAY's request for comment, eventually paid 
' $1 billion in fines to settle state and federal lawsuits, and spent another 

$2.2 billion on a cleanup that extended through the summer of ~991. Because 
of that remedial effort, an airplane ride over the sound today reveals 
little visible evidence that a spill ever took place. 

' I 

"The amazing thing is, it really,doesn•t look bad, 91 says biologist Riki 
ott of United Fishermen of Alaskao Turn over rocks tofind oil 

But appearances can be deceiving. 
"Those beaches are, supposed to be clean, but all you have to do to find 

·
1 

oil is turn over a few rocks, 11 says Dave Cobb business manager of Valdez 
1 Hatchery, which stocks the sound with pink salmon. "It • s down there. 11 

Cobb's sentiment is echoed across the sound, particularly in'towns 
dependent on the ecosystem for survival. 

In the native villages of Chenega Bay and Tatitlek, an entire way of 
life has been disrupted. Mussel beqs are still heavily oiled, which means 

I that sealife feeding on the mussels are ingesting oil - making vi,llagers 
I afraid to eat them. 

'f 
..1 

'f 

And 
hunters 
live. 

residents say both 
to travel greater 

nMore often than not, 
Gregorioff of Tatitlek .. 

seal 
and 

and deer populations are down, forcing 
greater distances to find enough food to 

we are coming back empty-handed, 11 says Ed 

Native villages aren 1t the only communities still recovering. 

In the 
decline ' in 
sound. 

fishing town of Cordova, many·blame the spill for a dramatic 
the annual pink salmon parvest - the economic lifeblood of the 

Resi~ents are on edge: Banks have repossessed 70 fishing boats in the 
past two years and many worry they're next. It's "living day to day for 
many of us," says Heather McCarty of Prince Willia~ Sound Aquaculture corp. 

Fishermen also complain that civil lawsuits they've filed against Exxon 
for damages are still pending. The first of several trials is set to begin 
in May. 

The spill "hurt this community two· ways - in its pocket ~nd in its 
soul, 18 says Ott .. 

Though Exxon won't comment, the company has produced brochures and 
Posters praising the thoroughness of its cleanup. The literature also says 
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the salmon decline wasn°t caused by spilled oil - a contention disputed by 
an array of independent scientists. 

says Ayers: , o'Th'ere _is environmental dama?e and it exists today despite 
Exxon 1 s public relations efforts. oa Oil 0 s still in the food chain 

But there is good news here, too. 

years have brought a host of safety changes to reduce·the 
major spill, and the Coast Guard has installed new radar, 
foul weather restrictions and added staff at its Valdez 

The, past five 
,risk -Of another 
imposed tougher 
headquarters. 

o'If they had in.' place then what they have' lin place now, 10 ·says Valdez 
Mayor John Harris, 10the effects of that spill ·wo,ld have been mi~imal. 01 

, 

And some bird species = ~ost notably ·the bald eagle = already are on the 
road to recovery. Though as many· as 900 bald eagles died, scientists say 
egg laying had returned to normal the year after the spill. 

'owe think , they are well on- the way to recovery, wu says Karen Oakley, a 
u.s. Fish & Wildlife Service scientist. 

' still, for other birds, such as the harlequin duck, which feeds on 
oil=tainted shellfish, recovery may not begin until mussel beds are cleaned 
later this year. 

P1There is still oil out there and there is still oil in the food chain, 00 

says David Cline of the Alaska Audubon Societye 

Says Oakley: gounfortunately, we are dealing with a lot of unknowns. vu 
Alaska 0s habitat still suffers Much of the visible damage caused by the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill has -been dealt with, but five years after the 
supertanker dumped almost 11 million gallons of crude oil ~nto the waters 
of Prince William Sound, there are indications that it may take years for 
the region's wildlife and habitat to return to normal. Mussel beds still 
trapping oil Mussel beds weren°t cleaned. Now, animals that feed on mussels 
are showrng poor r~coyery rates. This summer, workers will remove as much, 
oily sediment· as possible: 1. Mussels attach themselves to rock, sediment 
below, forming a protective mat over the oily sediment 2. Fast=moving water 
is blocked and does not flush oil out J. Oxygen, which dries oil, does not 
reach sediment 4. Oil stays trapped in sand. Wildlife still recovering The 
devastation ,to wildlife was'so widespread that scientists ~ay a complete 
recovery could easily extend into the · ·next - century. To help preserve 
habitat, a portion of the fine paid by Exxon will be used to buy sensitive 
habitat near th~ Sound. , 

Deaths Pre-spill Years for 

from , spill population recovery Murres 300,000 
12,000,000 50=120 Marbled murelets 12,000 Unknown Unknown Sea otter 5,500 
150,000 15~40 Pigeon quillemots J,ooo 14,600 Unknown Harlequin ducks 1,000 
2, ooo 10~50 Ba!d eagle 430 27, ooo 4-6 Harbor seals ,3001 5, 000 Unknown Killer 
whales 13 140 10=20 Salmon catch decline Despite record salmon harvests in' 

;I . w seasons have produced dismal 
f just after th7 s~J.ll, the past fedenies responsibility, but the 
' the year~n the Prince WJ.llJ.~m sound. Exxon 'n Alaska. sound catches 
\ catches haven't been dupl:ca~ed elsewhere l. 

f. declines MJ.'th the southeast fJ.shJ.nq area. 

'\ 
:\ 
~~ 

\ 

compared "" 
5 , 760 southeast area -s7,260 

~93 Prince William sound 

cAPTION: 
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• Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee 
T~~!~,=~~r~=~e(Diagram,Chart,Map,Alaska,Line 

gr~~~~O b/W Al Grillo, Alaska Stock Images~ 
PHOTO:b/w:Jim Jager,Anchorage Daily News 
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I DO I 

i~~~leedH~nzemlwaro?td:mefo:morekr-captain of the ill-fated ~ • ~ w w Exxon Valdez, is keeping 

His current job: maritime consultant for a ~ew 
York City law firm. 

11
He still has his (sea) lice 

lawyer Michael Chalos a former ~se, so he could go back at any time " sa s 
Alaskan courts and Wh~ now employ!a~~=~te who headed Hazelwood's def~nse rn 

Haze~wood, 47, was acquitted of ch 
Exx?n Valdez incident; he was not at ~~geshhe was drunk and reckless in the 
Nat~onal Transportation Safety Boarder ~el of the sh~p at the time. The 
partly to blameo a er found h~s intoxication was 

. H:zelwood was convicted 
011 •• He ~as fined $50,000 
up Pr1nce W1lliam Soundo His 

of a lesser charge of u 1 . . 
and ordered to spend 1 o~~gh~gent d1scharge of 
sentence was suspended' d'ours helping clean 

pen 1ng appeal. 
Hazelwood's former h' 

SeaRi ver M d · t s 1P also - has undergone h 
still ownedeby1 Eexrxroan~e.an, it operates mostly in the Msdo~te c anges. Now named 

e 1 erranean sea. It is 

It returned t N · 
five years. But o orth American waters this month f 

controversy continues to foll or the first time in ow. 
At a March 1 st · 

"Exxon Valdezgu on ~is 1~uirleeport, Balhamas, environmental protesters 
as it un oaded u.s.-bound oil. painted 
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TEXT: 
ASHLAND, ORE. IN the five years since the Exxon Valdez ran aground 
dumping 11 million gallons .of crude oil into Alaska's Prince William Sound, 
the lessons of the largest oil spill in united states histpry have been 
slow in coming and even slower in implementation. 

* Congress passed landmark legislation to prevent oi~ pollution by 
regulating tanker design and operation, but some important regulations 
still are not in force. European Union countries have yet to complete 
tanker-safety legislation. 

"J * A new generation of safer, sturdier tankers has begun to come out of 
· shipyards, but it will be years before the current aging fleet is fully 

replaced. 

* , Some wildlife species have begun to recover from the mess that killed 
many Alaskan animals, but other species -of birds, mammals, and fish sti-ll 
are not showing signs of recovery. 

* The 791-mile Trans-Alaska Pipeline, which carries 1.7 million barrels 
of oil a day from Prudhoe Bay on the North Slope to Valdez, has been the 
subject of several critical government reports citing serious maintenance 
and management problems •. 

* The United Nations Framework Convention on Climage Change, a 
167-nation treaty aimed at limiting carbon-producing energy sources 
including oil, went into force Monday, and the Clinton administration is 
more aggressively pursuing energy efficiency and renewable energy sources 
than its predecessors. But industrialized societies still have a great oil 
thirst. 

Following the Exxon spill, the Oil Pollution Act (OPA) was passed in 
1990. It requires that al~ new tankers ordered after June 1990 and calling 
on US ports have double hulls. By 2015, all single-hulled tankers visiting 
us ports ~ 95 percent of the current total - must be phased out. Law passed 
after Exxon spill 

OPA also requires tugboat escorts for tankers in particularly 
challenging areas like Prince William Sound and Puget Sound. The law calls 
for improved vessel-mon~toring services - _ radios and radars - in port 
areas, and it requires firms that own oil tankers and other facilities to 
develop plans for how they will respond to ~pills. 

1: ; 
! 



Under OPA, the us coast Guard is to recommend which environmentally 
sensitive areas should be designated ''tanker-free.'' And the law also 
requires that tanker owners and operators demonstrate the financial ability 

either through company assets or insurance - to pay for any oil spill 
they might be responsible for. 

While many regulations have been issued, many more are still working 
their way through the bureaucratic process of government hearings and 
public input. Most of the emphasis has been on the oil-spill-response plans 
- including such things as pre-positioning equipment. 

But critics say federal agencies - particularly the Coast Guard - have 
been slower to work toward stopping spills in the first place. ''On the 
prevention side, we see the government really dragging its feet,'' says 
Sarah Chasis, a Natural Resources Defense Council attorney and director of 
its coastal program. ''In our book, the key is prevention.'' 

For example, regulations mandating tug escorts in navigationally tricky 
areas have yet to be issued. In December, the Washington state 
congressional delegation complained to US Transportation Secretary Federico 
Pena about the lack of such escorts in Puget Sound. 

''We believe the Coast Guard should set forth immediately a timetable 
for enforcement of the escort provision,•• they wrote. ''Tug escorts 
provide an invaluable insurance policy against the type of devastating 
accidents like the Exxon Valdez.'' 

In response, Coast Guard Commandant J. William Kime said such issues are 
''more complex than [they] would first appear.'' This is undoubtedly true, 
particularly since some safety issues involve overlapping state-federal 
jurisdictions. 

''To be fair, the Goast Guard has had to take on a huge set of 
regulations that they have not been funded for,'' says Pam Miller of the 
Wilderness Society. ''They have put out dozens of regulations, and they're 
understaffed. ' ' 

Issuing regulations and enforcing them are two 
however, and this is particularly difficult given 
oil-shipping activity is international. 

different 
that much 

things, 
of the 

In response to a British government inquiry following the January 1993 
Braer tanker spill off the_Shetland Islands, the British Petroleum Company 
wrote: ''Many recent international incidents·have been because of a failure 
both to police standards and to carry out laid-down procedures. The failure 
to enforce exist'ing regulations, a shortage of well-trained officers and 
crews, and poor maintenance are all fundamental to this problem.'' 

The 1989 oil spill in Prince William Sound impacted about·1,500 miles of 
shoreline. A restoration plan, issued last November by the Exxon Valdez 
Trustee Council, was set up to allocate the $1 billion settlement between 
Exxon, the US government, and the state of Alaska. It noted a number of 
natural resources not ,recovering: common murres, pigeon guillemots, 
harlequin ducks, marbled murrelets, harbor seals, sea otters, Pacific 

· pink salmon Kenai River sockeye salmon, the intertidal ecosystem, 
herrJ.ng, ' 't' sults seen 
and the subtidal ecosystem. Some posJ. J.Ve re t the see as the lack of 

'I' While environmentalists are frustrated by ttfha J.' 1 yconsumption they do 
t' '1 tankers and also reducJ.ng o , 

·~ action on regu~~. J.ng o~ults of the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Pressur7 to open 
~ see some t~os~a~I~n~~ Wildlife Refuge to oil exploration has subsJ.~~d, and 
1 up the Arc J.C d Senate would designate the area as 

proposals in both the House .aln has used some of the money to purchase 
wilderness. The trustee councJ. . 
66,000 acres of coastal rain-forest habJ.tat. 

threat of other tanker accidents persists .. In January, the 
·\ ove;;!;!' o~~~ struck an iceberg approaching Valdez. It was empty, so there 

was no spill. 

As for the ship that collided with Bligh Reef on March 24~ 1989, Ex~~~ 
''SeaRiver Mediterranean''- and sent J.t out of 

gave it a new name - 1 't d its first trip 
media glare to sail the Mediterranean Sea. Re7e~t y, J.. ~ade 't hull the 
back to the Bahamas. There, .Greenp7ac;,actJ.vJ.sts pal.n e on J. s 
warning: ''Stop Me Before I SpJ.ll AgaJ.n. 

CAPTION: OF PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND: The 1989 oil spill in Prince 
·I :~~i~~m A~~~~ Y!~cted about 1,500 miles of shoreline. A rest~ration ~lan 

i~sued last November noted that several species are not reco1~~~~ng, sue as 
harbor seals, sea otters, and pink salmon., SCOTT ARMSTRONG 

i ,. 
,! ., 

'.! 

II' •I 
\i 

li 
"' 



6/9/4 (Item 1 from file: 640} 
07583122 
PREVENTING OIL SPILLS 
San Francisco Chronicle (SF) - THURSDAY, March 24, 1994 
By: Rich Hayes 
Edition: FINAL Section: Editorial Page: A23 
Word count: 354 

MEMO: 
OPEN FORUM 
Rich Hayes is 

campaign Steering 

TEXT: 

the national chair of the Sierra Club Global Warming 
Committee. He lives in the Bay Area. 

FIVE YEARS ago today, the Exxon,Valdez ran aground in Alaska's pristine 
Prince William Sound. Some 11 million gallons of oil ran into the sea and 
onto the beaches. Damages were assessed in excess of $1 billion. 

Petrochemical residues that have worked their way into the food web of 
this coastal ecosystem could cause even more damage. 

As 
fuels, 
Valdez. 

long 1 as Americans continue our prodigious consumption of petroleum 
there is the potential for future disasters like ~hat of the Exxon 
Fortunately, we can take steps toward reducing our oil dependency. 

One such important step is to increase substantially the 
miles-per-gallon fuel standards for our cars and light trucks. Raising 
these standards from the current 27.5 miles per gallon to a readily 
achievable goal of 45 miles per gallon by 2005 would save the United States 
more than 3 million barrels of oil each day. 

That's enough to fill nearly 1,000 supertankers like the Exxon Valdez 
each year. 

There no longer is any excuse for half-way measures regarding oil 
consumption. With higher auto fuel economy standards we will breathe 
cleaner air, save money, slash our need for oil imports and reduce the 
pressure to drill in every corner of the globe. 

)Current engineering studies show~hat increased auto fuel standards can 
be met easily with a combination of improved engines, better tires and 
transmissions, strong, light-weight materials and aerodynamic design, all 
of which are available today_. This can be accomplished, too, without 
compromising safety or affordability. 

In the next few weeks, President Clinton will be appointing a task 
force of auto makers, environmentalists and others to recommend action for 
implementing his campaign pledge of support for strong measures to increase 
automotive fuel economy. 

In doing so, the president has a chance to demonstrate leadership on an 
issue of national and global import. Strong automotive fuel standards will 
help us avoid tragedies like the Exxon Valdez. They also are simply good 
policy. There is no reason to delay. 

DESCRIPTORS: 

copyright 1994 The san Francisco Chronicle 
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COURTS TO JUDGE IMPACT OF EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
Christian Science Monitor (CH) - Friday, March 25 8 1~~4 
By~ Yereth Rosen, Specia: to The Christian Science Monitor 
Edition: All Section: THE U. S., NATIONAL Page: 2 
Word Count: 701. 

MEMO: 
SERIES: Exxon Valdez. Part 2 of a series. Only article appearing today. 

TEXT: 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ~ FIVE years after the Exxon Valdez oil spill, salmon and 
herring are scarceu puny, and have apparent genetic defects. Alaskan native 
Americans swear Prince William Sound shores -are silent - barren of seals 
and other animals that comprise much of their diet. Scientists say at least 
1.0 times as many birds died after the spill as in any other. Theyove 
documented mutationsu diseases, reproductive failures and wildlife 

• Q 

decll.nes. 

Whether these conditions are tied to the 11 million-gallon spill = and 
whether Exxon should compensate for them after spending $2 billion-plus on 
cleanup and pledging $1~025- billion over 10 years in a 1991 settlement with 
federal and state governments = rides on a court duel of scientists. 

Trials start in federal and state courts May 2 and June 6 on lawsuits 
filed by fishermen, native Americans 8 coastal residents towns and others 
seeking compensation. Attorneys claim no settlement talk~ are u~der way. 

. Tran~lating field-test results into court awards may be difficult. ''The 
Ju:y ~1~1 h7ar two completely.different stories. Establishing a strictly 
sc1ent1.f1c l1nk between the sp1.ll and the damages is variable oa said Bob 
Spies, chief scientist for the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, the 
federal-state panel overseeing government civil spill damages. 

' 

Exxon says the environment is blossoming, citing a 1.990 record salmon 
harvest and its own studies. ''We have seen that the Sound is essentially 
oil=free, and the biological resources and habitats have returned to what 
weove called the range or natural variation 8 ° 0 spokesman Dennis stanczuk 
said. 

But' new data released this week by government s~ientists shows chronic 
biological problems and ripple effects that may cause ecological imbalance. 
~'Already this ca.ta~trophe •• -. has rewritten the lbook on the effects of oil 
~n temperate mar~ne ecosystems,~a said Chuck Meachum of the state 
Department· of Fish and Game. An explosion of sea urchins, for example, the 
app~rent result. of a lack of predators like sea otters, may overgraze the 
env1:onment, sa~d Ch~rles Peterson of the University of North carolina~s 
Inst1tute of Mar1ne Sc1ences. 

IN 'the fishing to'Wl!'ll of Cordova, trial anticipation is keen. ''In this 

~~sego .• toit~;a~~r,7eli~=i~ m~~~reru Miafy~rouKwelillely, and the perpetrator has yet 
~~ ~ Weaverling. Many people are 

''very ~damantly ready to take out a hatchet and go for Exxon,uo said 

environmental activist Riki Ott. , ''Hundreds of millions of dollars of 
scientific studies have found it to 'be the most biologically, socially, and; 
economically disruptive spill in history. 8 ' 

Exxon acknowledges the fishermengs economic problems, but blames other 
factors like world salmon markets. ''These current hardships ... are more 
likely resulting from any number bf factors, 01 Mr. Stanczuk said. Some 
fishing claims should be excluded from th~ trial because the state -closed 
some areas after the tanker grounded, Exxon argued. 

Exxon failed to persuade United' states District court-Judge Russel 
Holla!1d to drop, those complaints, -but di,d get him to th:;:-ow out claims of 
cannery workers and seafood processors, tender operators, and w~olesalers. 
He ruled that maritime law provides that 8 except for commercial fishermen, 
only those whose personar property has been harmed can recover economic 
damages· for spills. That ruling, on _appeal, helps explain_ plai~_ti,ff 
attorneys'o attempts to move all cases to state court, believed to be more 
favorable. 
'' 

Litigation resolution may bring little peace to wars over how trustees 
should spend government settlement money. Environmentalists want government 
purchases and preservation of native-owned land to pr~clude coastal 
clear-cutting. Development boosters- w~nt fishery restocking anq tourism 
boosts like docks and an aquarium. 

There 0 s a move in the Legislature to_loosen environmental controls on, 
the oil industry. 

The economic squeeze on North Slope oil producers from low prices may be 
a disaster, contends Joe Green, who 0 s campaigning against a 5=cent=a=barrel 
state tax imposed after the spill to generate money for 
environmental=protection programs. ''The unfortunate truth is the margin_of 
profit up there is extremely low. 'u 1 ' 

CAPTION: 
PHOTO: EMPTY NETTERS~ Fishing boats blocked tanker traffic to the Alyes~a 
Pipeline Terminal in Valdez, Alaska, last August. Fishermen complained 
about a second year of poor salmon runs, which they blamed_on the Exxon oil 
spill., REUTERS/FILE 
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RETURN TO ALASKA 
Sun Sentinel (FL) ~ SUNDAY, March 27, 1994 
Edition: ALL Section: OUTLOOK Page: 6F 
word c_ount: 7 3 2 

TEXT: 
There is little visible sign of the disaster that befell Alaskans Prince 
William Sound five years ago. On March 24, 1989, the oil tanker Exxon 
Valdez rammed a reef and dumped nearly million gallons of crude oil into 
the pristine waters. since then, storms have scoured the polluted 
coastline, removing about half the oil embedded in some-places. Many 
beaches look clean. The tourists are back. But harnor seals, sea otters, 
p~nkvo saflmon, Pacific herring and several kinds of birds' show nlittle or no 
s1gn o recovery, the state of Alaska says. Here is- an update: -

THE ACCIDENT: 

~Exxon Valdez rammed reef', dumping nearly 10.8 mi-llion gallons of crude 
oil. 

=1,500 miles of coastline polluted 

=Cleanup cost: $2.5 billion. 

Breakdown_of oil spilled: 

20 percent evaporated., 

50 percent degraded on beaches, in water and in tidal sediments. 

12 percent in deep sedinents 

3 percent on shores 

8 percent removed by skimmers 

6 percent recovered from sand or sediment 

PACIFIC 
short last 
Some fish 
chain. 

HERRING: The fishing season which'begins in April, was cut 
year Prince William Sound wh~n schools failed to materialize. 
were diseased. small fish are a key link in the soundos food 

MUSSEL BEDS~ A lingering: concern. Reserve· f '1 · 
beneath dense beds of mussel 1 . M t' Ars o o~ rema1n trapped 

dm' . . , . co on1es. A~a 1onal Oceanic and Atmospheric 
A 1n1strat1on .b1olog1sts found high concentrations of hydrocarbons in the 
flesh, of mussels a yea7 after the spill, suggesting they were still taking' 
up o~l from ,the env~ronment. Experts are particularly concerned because 
m~sse s are pr1me food for harlequin ducks and sea otters. 

.su~!~~ERJ.'nWHALPr~nsc:e Between 1988 and 1990, 13 disappeared from a pod that 
~ William Sound. A pod that size normally loses 1 or 2 

members annually. state scientists say the group is growing again. · 

BALD EAGLES: Estimates say between 300~1,000 bald eagles-died in the 
spill. The eagle population is coming back as newcomers,·take over existing 
nesting sites. 

HARBOR SEALS: Dead seals sink, so it ditficult to gauge spill-related 
mortality, but it is estimated the spill killed 300-350 harbor sea:ls.·The 
overall population was down from 13,000 in· 1975 to·' 2,500 in 1991. 
scientists also have data indicating mortal·ity rates of seal pups born in 
affected regions the year of the spill hav~ doubled or tripled. Also, 
autopsies performed on 28 seals found lesions on the brains of seals 
exposed to oi-l. The lesions could cause sensory c;::onfusion., disorienting 
seals and drowning them, biologists say·. 

COMMON MURRES: An estimated·lO million nest in Alaska. One million··were 
in the path of spill. Their breeging grounds are near the Barren lslands, 
Chiswell Islands and other islets in the Gulf of Alaska. Oil from the spill 
encircled 'the islands, devastating the population. Breeding in colonies 
affected by spill has ceased. 

HARLEQUIN DUCKS: Half of those living in oiled regions were killed. Most 
survivors have failed to breed every year since the spill. 

GUILLEMOTS: 20,000 carcasses were collected after the spill. Biologists 
estimate the death toll as high as 300,000. Nesting behavior has changed. 
Birds have been laying eggs on average 45 days late. With fewer pairs of 
adults at colonies, eggs and chicks are more vulnerable to predators. 

SEA OTTERS~ Researchers estimate 4,000 otters were killed by the ~pill 
as oil clogged their fur, destroying.~insulation against the cold. Numbers 
remained low in 1990 and 1991. 

PINK SALMON: Alaska biologists say as many as 213 streams were 
contaminated. 1.6 million fish that hatched in 1989 were lost. The_number 
of dead eggs increased in 1991_ and 1992. 40 percent of eggs laid in oiled 
streams died 0 twice as many as in clean streams. 

' ' 

THE COST: Exxon settled 
u.s. and state governments 
claims of more than $2 
communities, business owners 

criminal and civ~l=damage complaints filed by 
for $1.025 billion. Exxon still faces damage 

billion from fishermen, native Americans, 
and others. 

SOURCEs·: National Geographic, January 1990; The Associated Press; 
Science News 0 Feb. 13, 20, 1993; New Scientistu Febo 13, 1993; Christian 
Science Monitor, Augo 26, 1993; New York Times, Feb. 6, 1993. 

CAPTION: 
DRAWING, CHART, MAP 

Staff graphic/DEAN WEINLAUB 
Drawing: (color) Bald eagle 
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Drawing: (color) Guillemot 
Drawing: (color) Mussels 
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Drawing: (color) Killer whale 
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SAVING THE PLANET GET BACK TO EARTH Environmentalists frequently cling to 
false premises 
oaily News of Los Angeles (LA)· - SUNDAY March 27, 1994 
By: Christopher D. Stone 
Edition: Valley Section: VIEWPOINT Page: V1 
Word Count: 2,441 

MEMO: 
christopher D. stone is a longtime law professor at the University of 
southern California. This is from the preface of his book, "The Gnat is 
older Than Man: Global Environment and Human Agenda." It is reprinted from 

1 the USC Trojan Family Magazine. The first of two parts. 

TEXT: 
In March 1988, a giant oil tanker, the· Exxon Valdez, ran onto a reef in 
Prince William sound, Alaska,, fouling thousands of miles of sea and beach 
with nearly 10 million gallons of crude oil. While the ship was veering 
toward this fate, its captain was down in his cabin, his "juqgment," on one 
account, "impaired by alcohol.n The helm had been assigned to a~third mate, 
who was unlicensed to pilot the channel. The lookout was not on the bow~ 

The ship was crammed with state-of-the-art navigational equipment, 
including a depth alarm that was not working. The ship's steering had been 
entrusted to its Sperry Marine SRP-2000 automatic pilot, a device normally 
reserved for the open seas; as the ship plowed closer to the reef, no one 
thought to turn it off despite three warning lights indicating it was on. 
An override switch would easily have taken it out of operation. 

The National Traffic Safety Board was to fault the Coast Guard for 
failing to have tracked the ship long enough on its radar, and to have 
warned it back onto course by radio. Indeed, it may have been, as much as 
anything else, a misplaced faith in the capacity of high technology to 
compensate for human error that lulled the Valdez to ruin. 

And, of course, the tragedy does not end there. In disregard of good 
advice, much of the effort to clean the beaches of oil was entrusted to 
steam and hot-water washing. The effects of the hot water on the food chain 
are believed to have been far more destructive than had the oil simply been 
left in place. Much of the teeming vital "lower life" was buried, smothered 
and cooked. 

In its way, the wreck of the Exxon Valdez and the impairment of the 
Alaskan envir~nment is ,a parable for our planet. Everyone on board has 
something else to do, other than worry about where the whole thing, our 
Earth, is heading. Those nominally in charge have their hands £ull just 
reviewing the legion of little day-to-day chores that must be done: the 
terrestrial counterparts of getting the brass polished, the boilers ·stoked, 
the mess served. we hope that those w~o ~re supposed to be steering know 
what they are doing. or perhaps some 1mm7nent breakthrough in technology 
will rescue us from,the deficit of human w1sdom on the bridge. But nothing 
calms the uneasy feeling that the whole earthly vessel is adrift, 
uncaptained, and in peril. 
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What can be done? 

I began composing my new book, "The Gnat Is Older than Man," in the 
spring of 1988, in the wake, as it were, of the Valdez incident. I was 
determined to write a book that did more than just sound another warning of 
impending doom; I wanted to offer some solutions. But the intervening five 
years furnished a boon of false starts. Some of the proposals I had planned 
to make when I embarked, such as that we institute a system of 
environmental guardianships and establish a global commons trust fund, I 
came to hold more firmly. But many of my first notions turned out to be 
wrong or had to be recast. 

Among them: 

The global environmental crisis will bring us all together. 

One of the themes with which I began was that we could regard the 
environmental crisis as others had regarded the threat of nuclear 
destruction. 91 Pollution has e •• become a binding force among nations, VI 

one oceans expert had proclaimed. Another international lawyer had echoed 
this hope in the Israeli Law Review in 1977 - that in the face of the 
environmental challenge, -81The overriding law of human solidarity is bound 
to cut through narrow ideas of national sovereignty.ou -

I am still 
harmony, but I 
Summit in Rio 
conflicts among 

and 
the 

complicate 
solidarity, 
fight about. 

attracted to this vision of an environment~driven global 
am increasingliy uncertain. The sometimes ranc~rous Earth 

de Janeiro in June 1992 highlighted terrible and growing 
nations that common threats to the environment only 

intensify. At worst, rather than rouse us into global 
environmental crisis simply may provide more things to 

I quickly found that one could not write a book about the environment 
that did not confront the political and philosophical dimensions of the 
underlying tensions between nations, particularly the rich and the poor. 

Global problems require global solutions. 

Many of the problems we face transcend national boundaries. A molecule 
of carbon dioxide emitted into the atmosphere in Warsaw has the same effect 
on the. Earth 0 s ~eat blanket as a molecule released in Rio. Tearing up the 
Antarct1c, or us1ng the oceans a~a dumping ground for radioactive wastes 
deprives all the worldgs p~oples of a share of their common heritage. ' 

It is natural to suppose th~t what we need are global solutions: great 
global Earth.Summits, multinational treaties, .a Global Environmental Fund, 
perJ;!aps _ even a Glo:J;>al Environmental Agency modeled after our own 
Env1ronmental Protect1on Agency, but with Earth-spanning powers of 
investigation and command. 

Now, I am not so- sure. Many problems, even those as apparently 
"globalar as climate change and biodiversity, lend themselves to a wider 
variety of bilateral and unilateral responses than one is first inclined to 
assume. A noble inclination for global cooperation should not distract us 
from more modestly scaled and realistically achievable local undertakings. 

/' l 

Our problems all stem from Human Greed (or from the Judeo~christian 
ethic, or population, or capitalism)'. 

I have become less persuaded that - any of the invariably cited 
spiritual failings of humankind - or even all of them together - do justice 
to the rich complexity of our predicaments. 

Genesis, it is charged, suffused the Judeo-Christian tradition with a 
manly scent thati has welded environmentalists and feminists into a common 
affront ( 11 ecofeminism11 ), the one repulsed that Eve should be nothing but 
"his helpmeet10 ; the other· that nature should be nothing but his meal. There 
is, indeed, plenty of homocentrism in the Bible. But anyone who looks at 
history can see that.preclassical and non-Western civilizations were making 
a mess of th~ir environments long before there was a Bible to guide them. 
Primitive peoples are popularly heroized for. their '"harmony" with nature, 
but one couldn;t tell that to the various large North American mammals, 
such as the woolly· mammoth, who went · into decline shortly after homo 
sapiens, spear but no Environmental Prot~ction Act in hand, appeared on the 
continent. 

As for greed, it is true that the Western standard of living, to which 
just about the entire world is aspiring (I am not sure it is illuminating 
to call that uogreed'v), brings with it a lot of bad baggage and shameful 
levels of waste. But we should not be blind to how much degradation springs 
from ignorance, need and even devotion: . How else to explain the 
desertification that comes from people just trying to scratch from already 
overtaxed soil a marginal life for their families? 

Not that I dismiss the spiritua-l and ethical dimensions. Far from it. 
But if the world is going to be changed, it is going to be changed -by 
people who can get past talking up a reform of the human spirit and lessons 
to be learned from Buddhism, and put in the effort required to understand 
fisheries quotas, pollution taxes, trade barriers, and what- the 
International Court of Justice can and cannot do. 

In the same vein, while population growth has put dreadful pressures' 
on local environments in_many parts of the world, the link to environmental 
degradation is not straightforward. Most of the serious, globe-spanning 
maladies are the byproduct of industrialization in "First Worldn nations 
that display low or even negative ~9tes of_population groWth. 

In other ~ords, population curbs would relievie some of the pressures' 
on the environment, but even if population levels off, some of the most 
serious environmental problems, such as toxic and nuclear wastes, will 
deepen with the spread of industrialization •. 

Prevention is the best remedy. 

We are instructed from childhood that it is better to be safe than 
sorry, that a stitch in time saves nine, that you cannot put the toothpaste 
back in the tube. , 

in 
' 

All 
life. 

of these homilies make a considerable amount of sense - in law as 
Traditional legal remedies do not provide any relief until after 
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the world has changed in ways we do not like. With the benefit of 
~ind~ight, when we think we know why something went wrong, we guiltily 
1mag1ne that some measure we could have required in advance would have 
a~e:ted t~e. whole disaster: better radar or sonar instrumentation, better 
h1r1ng pol1c1es, stronger or redundant hulls, and so forth. 

On the other hand, the problem with preventive regulations is that 
they carry the risk of over-regulation. They are deployed in advance, when 
we do not know which ship on which route is fated to crash from what 
causes; yet each mandate is destined to apply across the board to an entire 
class of ships and sea lanes, raising costs even on the many voyages that 
could have been plied without incident. 

Put otherwise, an ounce of prevention may be worth a pound of cure; 
but by the same quaint token, to pay a pound in prevention to get only an 
~unce of cur~ is a distinctly bad buy. And even while I come out favoring 
1ncreased rel1ance on preventive arrangements in circumstances where there 
are. real cost benef~ts or special reasons to favor a "premium" for risk 
avo1dance, the quest1on whether to lean toward prevention or cure is not 
one that can be answered in generalities. 

The Earth is going to hell in a climate-changing basketo 

. When I started writing, I was swayed by a barrage of news stories to 
bel1eve that we were veering toward a global-warming crisis that would 
batter o~r shores with mighty typhooins, parch the world's grain lands and 
melt the 1cecaps. 

it For most of humankind, this is bad news. But for an academic author 
offered some po~sibilit~ of cutting my losses. Books about the end of 

the world (or even h1story, 1deology, nature, or JUst of the booming stock 
market, ,for that matter) I am told sell. I thought I would join in the 
growing chorus, or commerce h · · · h t · contribute to starve off doom.' emp as1z1ng w a 1nternational law might 

While I pressed ahead to write' the doleful text I dispatched a 
student. researcher to cull the scientific literature to t~ail me with the 
sup~ort1v7 footnotes. (That is how it is done.) In this spirit, havin 
rec1ted 1n a draft the popular menace that the polar icecaps were ready t~ 
~elt on us and so on, I waited for the authoritative backing to materialize 
1n memos. 

I , waited in vain. The deeper into the better authorities we fished 
the. vaguer and mor7 9Ualified the projections we landed. one view (now i 
~el1eve, ~he prev~1l1ng one) turned out to be that global warming, rather 
t~~nk melt1ng the 1cecaps and thereby raising sea level, would more likely 

t
1<? ':m tthdem, thus to ~ome extent counteracting higher seas caused by 

an 1c1pa e thermal expans1on of the waters. 

(While this sounds counter1' t 't' th · else w ld b n U1 1Ve, e seas, 11ke most anything 
'. ou e expected to expand when heated, and therefore rise As for 

~he 1cecaps, on t~e one hand, they are so cold that an additional io or 15 
e,grees w~uld do l1ttle to melt them; on the other hand more global warmth 

~oul~ ~r1gger more ev~poration and precipitation, the
1

net effect of which 
~~ o

1 
ransfer.a certa1n volume of water out of the oceans to be stored on 

e po ar caps 1n the form of snow.) 

And it wasn't just the ice-sheet data that were being blown out of 
proportion. Over the space of the few years that I have been following the 
research developments, all of the original, highly publicized_projections 
of climate-change variables have without exception crept back to muc~ more 
modest levels than in the oriiginal scare stories. 

This recalled to mind a nagging memory. In the mid-1970s I had been 
one of a bevy of academics recruited by the u.s. government as foot 
soldiers in the Energy war charged with figuring out how to deal with the 
well-publicized fact that' the world was "running out of oil

11 

- had, in 
fact, only 20 years' supply left. Invariably, the closer I got to pe~p~e 
who knew what they were talking about, the more doubtful the cr1s1s 
appeared. Indeed, we now know that even thoug~ world consumpti~n h~s ~one 
up in the past 20 years, further discover1es and adv~nc~s 1n o1lf1e~d 
operations had pushed proved reserves worldwide from 640 b1ll1on ~arrels 1n 
1977 to a record 1 trillion barrels by mid-1992 - a 40-year 1nventory, 
virtually higher than at any time since record-keeping began in the 1930s. 

Yet in the 1970s the plan to save America from empty we~ls was mov~ng 
ahead of the facts with such momentum that we were at the br1nk of forc1ng 
the economy to convert from oil ~o coal (in which ~he ~nited ~tates.was 
well endowed), at immense expense 1n terms of econ~m1c.d1slocat1on, d1rty 
air, and, we can say in retrospect, greenhouse compl1cat1ons. 

The deja vu troubled me. Global warming was not to be dismissed. But I 
had been burned once. 

To summarize my position on this complex issue, I do not regard the 
dangers of global warming as trivial, but it seems quite clear that people 
are being misled to regard the perils of climate chance as overshadowing 
all other environmental problems. Before Rio, it was proclaimed that a 
climate change convention was the highest priority on the agenda. (This 
insistence led to diplomatic tussles that in turn undid efforts to reach 
agreements on other matters such as b~odiversity and f~re~ts.) When ~.s. 
resistance to accepting toothy constra1nts on carbon em1ss1ons underm1ned_ 
agreement, environmentalists - proclaimed the meeting a failu~e anc;t, 
identifying a willingness to expend trillions of dollars to prevent a per1l 
that may never eventuate with "caring fair the environment," denounced the 
United states for not caring. 

I find it very distressing for so much,of the environmental movement 
to hitch its wagon to climate change. - To do so risks eventually 
discrediting the movement; it distracts energies away from much more 
significant issues, and it aggravates misunderstanding among the nations of 
the world. 

' 
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Exxon Valdez Stays as Symbol of Tanker Risks 
Its name has changed but it still carries oil in a fragile single hull. 
Little has been done, critics say, to implement landmark 1990 protection 
law. 
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TEXT: 

. W~SH~NGTON = When ~ 987=foot tanker once known as the Exxon Valdez 
sl1pped 1nto a harbor ~n the Bahamas a month ago

0 
it was sporting a rebuilt 

hull, a new coat of p~u.nt and a new ""lame==the SeaRiver Medi_terranean. 

Much a~out the s~ip.had changed since it struck Bligh Reef five years 
a~o ~nd sp1lled 11 m1ll1on gallons of crude o~l into Alaska's Prince 
W1ll1am ~ound. But tQ the,Greenpeace activists' who met the ship with\ noisy 
p~otest 1n the Bc;thamas ,, ~1. ttle was different. It was the same old 
s7ngle=hulle~ sh1p carry~ng the same old cargo of oil

0 
bearing the same old 

r1sks of env1.ronmental d1saster. · , , · 
.F~ve years afte~ the nation°s worst oil spill, environmental and 

mar7t1me expert~ sa1.~ the repainted Exxon tanker is emblematic of u.s. 
p~l1.cy ~owa~d 01.1 sp1.llsg In some ways, much has changed. And in some ways, 
l1ttle 1s d1fferent. 

. What has chan~ed, primarily, ,are sta'te and federal laws governing the 
d7s1.~n.and operat1ons of all ships operating in U.S. waters. The most 
s1.gn1f1?c;tnt law, the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, was passed a year after the 
Exxon Sp1ll to create a sea change in oil=spill prevention and response. 

The Coast _·Guard is carrying out the Oil Pollution Act and contends that 
the changes are .well under way. But critics in the environmental community 
accuse·the.coast Guard and its masters at the,Transportation·Department of 
foot=dr~gg1.ng and charge that the changes called for by law are stalled. 

. T~e Oil.Pollution Act callec for significant new capabilities in 
f1.ght1~g sp1.lls at ports around the-United States. It required that ports 

tand S~1p,owners Operating in U.S. Waters put together'plans for responding o sp1lls. · / · 

It stiffened liability laws 0 ·increasing eight-fold the costs for which 
the own7r.of a ~a~e~ could be hel~ liable and, in some cases

8 
rovidin 

for u~l1.m1ted l~ab~l1ty. It established -a 5=cents~a=barrel tax ~n crudegoil 
to bu1.ld a $l-b~ll1on cleanup trust fund. 

And it t f 
se orth a timetable, running from 1995 to 2015, for requiring 

~=~~r=~fer double hulls on large new cargo carriers operating in u.s. 
' 

So far, ·the Coast Guard. has created three new 
0

.;1 t ~ pollution strike eams and a National Strike Force Coord~na·t~on 
• • Center in Elizabeth City, 

N.J. The Coast Guard has identified 19 ports wh7re oil=spil~ equip~ent 
hould be based and has virtually finished putt1ng that equ1pment 1n place. 
~n a spill of diesel fuel off Puerto Rico ~n January, several of those 
sites provided the necessary equipment. 

The provisions of the 1990 law that i~crease potentic;tl liability also 
ppear to have brought improvements in tanker safety.-Shlp owners and . 
~perators facing the prospect of gre~ter liability concede they have pa1d. 
more attention to the conditio~s _of their equipment and the safety of tne1r, 
operations. ' ~ , ' . 

our think it us fair to say the liability 1 was another piece, to 
crystallize our thoughts 0 °0 about ~pill p:r:7v7ntion, said. Art Stephen, 
external affairs adviser for SeaR1ver.Mar1.t1me Inc., a wholly owned 
affiliat~ of Exxon Corp. and owner of the Exxon Valdez. 

Experts on all sides of the debate ~gree. And because l~ttle oil'is 
ever recovered from spills, even in the most favorable circum~tances, 
preve~tion,is a critical 71ement of efforts to reduce the env1.ronmental 
impact of oil transportatl.on. . : 

Finally, the Exxon Valdez disaster.had a pow7rful impac;t;on coastal 
communities potentially affected by_tanker traff1c, galvan1z1ng citize~ 
watchdog groups. In the communities fouled by the_ Exxon Valdez, .the P~1nce 
William sound Regional citizens Advisory-council=-with a full-tlme staff 
paid with funds furnished by Exxon and other oil compan~es--has be~ome a 
powerf~l, ·independe~t voice_ in ensuring safe operations. ' 

Still, much today remains_the same since the Exxon Valde~ lur7he~ onto 
Bligh Reef on March 24, 1989. Today, 95% of the vessels ~aul1ng o11.1n U.S. 
waters have a single hull, which can be easily breached 1n a gr~und1ng or 
collision. And a reqriired plan-to increase the safety of ·opera~1ng those 

1 

ships, at least two years overdue already, is not expected to be complete 1 

for another year. . 
Earlier.this year, the Coast Guard unveiled a,plan to'make 

single-hulled ships safer, but it was quickly withdrawn after an 
engineering firm determined-that the plan actually could worsen a spill. 

uuwe o ve · been very concerned abo~t the Coast Guard us lack of ·competence 
and diligence in doing this,uo said Sarah Chasis, a senior at~orney_~t the 
Natural Resources Defense Council 'in New York. 

Watchdogs like NRDC also worry that ·-four years after the_ pass~ge of the 
Oil Pollution Act, the Coast Guard has yet to identify environmentally 
sensitive shipping routes that should-be free of oil tankers, as the law 
required. · 

CAPTION: . 
Photo: 'Exxon Valdez, shown five years·ago during Alaskan spill, has been. 
named the seaRiver Mediterram~an. It still plies its trade and draws 
Greenpeace·protests. 
Los Angeles Times : 
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Environment 
FEDERAL JUDGE IN ALASKA PARES CLAIMS 
AGAINST EXXON AS QBVALDEZ" TRIAL DATES NEAR 

WASHINGTON (BNA) -- Nearly five years to the day after the Exxon Valdez 
disaster in Alaska's Prince William Sound, a federal court rejected claims 
by Alaskan natives for cultural damages and by commercial fishermen for 
lost market value (In re Exxon Valdez, No. A89-0095-CV(HRH}, 3/23/94}. 

In five separate orders, Judge H. Russel Holland of the u.s. District 
court for the District of Alaska dismissed numerous non-economic damages 
claims resulting from the March 1989 tanker spill, ,which poured some 11 
million gallons of oil into Alaskan waterways. 

Holla~d barred. ~ome ,4,000 native. ~laskans from pursuing claims for 
psycholog~cal, rel~g1ous, and cultural ~nJury to their "subsistence way of 
life." While there is no doubt Alaskan natives have been affected seriously 
by th7 sp~ll, their c~ltural d7cline started long before tpe entry of oil 
compan~es ~nto Alaska, he sa~d, referring to the intrusion of Russians 
American whalers, miners, and the u.s. governmento · ' 

In dismissing the claims, Holland said: 11 Even·catastrophic cultural 
impacts cannot change what is in the mind or the heart unless we lose the 
will to.pursue a given way.of life •. If (and we think this is not the case) 
the Nat~ve culture was ~n such d1stress that the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
sapped the will of the Native peoples to carry on their way of life, then a 
Native subsistence lifestyle was already lost before March 24, 1989.n 

Holland also rejected 
for reduced permit value, as 
recover damages a fishery 
accident, he held. 

as too remote claims by thousands of fishermen 
well as stigma claims -by several fisheries. To 

must have, closed entirely because , of the 

14,000 Plaintiffs Continue $3 Billion suit 
J 

The, ru~ings keep alive econ~mi~ ~amage, physical injury, and property 
d~ma~e cla~ms ~y some· 14,000 ~nd~v~duals and businesses seeking some $3 
b~ll~on~ Accord~ng to agreement of the parties, the May 2 trial in federal 
court w~ll proceed over three months in,three successive phases: liability 
compensato~ dam~ge~, and punitive damages. Plaintiffs are Alaskan natives: 
a comme~c1al f~sh1ng class, ~nd various property owners other than native 
c~rporat1ons, wh1ch are establ~shed under federal law. 

A state court trial for claims by native corporations and Alaskan 
municipalities is planned for June 6, and will proceed in two phases: 
liability and compensatory damages. In a previous order Holland reserved 
for. federal court. dispos~tion all litigation involving punitive damages 
aga1nst Exxon and ~ts subs~diaries d' t 1 · · -
Mason. Claims by the u.s. and Alaska' accor ~ng o P a~nt~ffs' attorney Gary governments were settled for more than 

$1 billion in 1991. 

1927 High court Ruling Cited 

Holland cited the u.s. Supreme court's 1927 ruling in Robins Dry Dock & 
Repair co. v. Flint (275 u.s. 303) for the proposition that maritime 
plaintiffs must show direct harm to recover economic losses. Although the 
ruling did not address non-economic damages claims, such as injury to 
cultural identity caused by diminished fishing grounds and wildlife, it 
generally barred claims that are too remote, he said. 

The order specifically rejected the plaintiffs' nuisance claims. 
Holland explained that the Alaskan natives, as private individuals, were 
unable to show that they suffered fr9m a specific injur~ "different ~n kind 
from that suffered by the general public." The court sa1d that the r~ght to 
hunt share fish and game and commune with family and friends-is shared by 
all 1 Alaskans. Although the Alaskan natives may practice subsistence living 
to a greater degree than the general public, a difference in intensity is 
irrelevant under nuisance law. 

The nuisance claims also failed because the Alaskan natives could not 
claim possessory interest in the land allegedly burdened by Exxon's 
actions. Title to the submerged land is owned by Alaska and the United 
states, Holland said, noting that native corporations that own onshore land 
remain as plaintiffs. Additionally, the native Alaskans will benefit from 
the 1991 settlement that provided $1.025 billion to restore and 
rehabilitate the land and water affected by the spill, he said. 

Lost Value Of Oil Exploration Rights 

Another ruling rejected as remote a claim by the Old Harbor Native 
corpo that sought damages for lost value of oil exploration rights it was 
in the process of selling at the time_ of the ~aldez disaster. Again citing 
Robins Dry Dock, Holland held that Old Harbor failed to prove that economic 
loss resulted from a direct'physical harm. 

In earlier rulings, Holland dismissed claims against Exxon by seafood 
processors, cannery workers, fish wholesalers, sportsmen, and 
environmentalists. 
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Alaska is a great place to b~ a business journalist. The Great Land's 
vast resou:ces, its bustling cities and empty landscapes, its booms and 
busts, and 1ts colorful characters supply endless story ideas. 

Alaska Business Monthly has covered all these angles since its 
inception, and it has been a rich and rewarding experience. we salute the 
industries, the businesses and J.'ndJ.'vJ.'duals h k Al k w o ma e as a such a dynamic 
state, and we thank ,you, our readers, for your continued support and 
enthusiasm for our magazine. 

":le pres7nt~d the pre~ier issue of Alaska Bus'iness Monthly in January, 
1985. Acc~rd1ng to.Paul LaJ.rd, our first editor, it seemed like a good idea 
at the t1me, desp7te the recent demise of its predecessor, Alaska Business 
& Ind~stry. As 1~ turned out, 1985 was hardly a propitious moment to be 
launchJ.ng a new bus1ness of any kind in Alaska but the new publication ha 
weathered more than a few economic storms. ' · s 

Carol Smith, our current company president was there at the 
and sc;ys, "We ,Just felt that there was a ~eed out there for f~~~:~~f 
report1ng on bus1ness subjects that wasn't being met." 

Looking 
instructive 
haven't. 

back over Alaska Business Monthlyis first' decade, it's 
to note the things . that have changed --and the things that 

the Take ;hat premier issue, for example. One story, ~~Life Without Wien in 
Bush, focused on change--the results of the passing of what had b 

Alaska's strongest bush airline and a pillar of the business community. een 

But our cover· featured Dan Cuddy, then chairman of First National Bank 
~~ ~nc~orage. Thou~h Mr. Cuddy has turned over day-to-day operations of'the 

an o . son. D~vJ.d Cuddy and daughter Betsy Lawer, he remains a powerful 
presence at FJ.rst ~ational. 

In that first year, ABM covered explosive wth · 
Matanuska-susitna Valley, Anchorage's newspaper war and the i~~ndingl.~f the 
Alas~a Railroad~-all important changes for the state But oth . the 
remc;1n the ~ame today: The timber'industry was in trouble and A~~s~=s~:: 

I tryJ.~g to bu7ld a hi~h-tech computer industry. And the retail business was 
heat1ng up 1n Anchorage with the opening of Costco · 
"What do the retailers know that we don't?n ' WJ.th people asking, 

Back then in 1985, we published our first New 49ers list, a compilation 
that our readers have consistently looked forward to as on7 of our most 
interesting and informative pieces. That year, Carr-~ottste7n topped the 
list, a feat the grocery chain would frequently accompl1sh unt71 last year, 
when sale to outside interests moved it to our corporate 100 lJ.st.-

Since the magazine's inception, a· lot of companies have changed hands, 
merged or gone out of business. Arctic Sl~pe Regional Corp., which ~as 
placed No. 2 for the last two years, weighed 1n at No. 13. Of the top f1ve 
New 49ers from 1985, only two made the list last year, a remarkable measure 
of·the currents that sweep the state's economy. 

one project that Alaska Business Monthly has co-sponsored along with 
Junior Achievement of Alaska since it began in 1987 is the Alaska Business 
Hall of Fame. We're proud to be part of an effort that teaches young people 
about what personal initiative in the free enterprise system can do, and we 
believe that the personal stories of Alaska business legends such as.W~lter 
Hickel, "Mudhole" Smith and Larry Carr do more to teach-the sp1r1t of 
entrepreneurism :than any number of MBA classes. 

over the years, ABM has covered a lot of stories--stories that, taken 
together are a history of the state's economy. In those wonderful days 
before the Exxon Valdez oil spill, we called the fight to open ANWR "Bambi 
vs. Godzilla,n but predicted that telling who was Bambi and who was 
Godzilla would be difficult. 

In January 1987, we ran the story, "The Incredible Shr~nki~g Project," 
concerning Yukon Pacific's efforts to build a natural gas p1pel1ne from ~he 
North Slope. So far, the project remains on the drawing boards ·(along w1th 
several other similar plans). 

In 1989, Alaska Business Monthly began its annual November coverage-of 
the Native corporations. over the years, we have tracked the growth of 
these unique Alaska companies. Some have been successful beyond anyone's 
expectations; others have had to fight.back bankruptcy. The success of 
Native corporations is not just interesting for Alaskans--some say these 
hybrid enterprises could be models for the rest of the country and the 
world. 

of course, in March 1989, the Exxon Valdez spilled some 11 million 
gallons of oil into Prince William Sound. Looking back, it's surprising how 
many ABM stories this event influenced: the spill itself, fishing, 
individual companies such as Veco International, the rise of an 
international Alaska-based environmental industry· and the fight to open 
ANWR,. _.to name a few.· Exxon and Prince William Sound fishermen still are 
contesting the effect of the spill, and the money is not yet finished 
circulating through the economy. lt 1 s amazing how much effect-a careless 
moment had on the Alaska economy .• 

And over the years, Alaska Business Monthly faithfully (and, we think, 
accurately) reported the opportunities and challenges, the victories and 
defeats, of Alaska's industries: How the oil companies have met the 
inevitable decline of Prudhoe Bay with new discoveries on the North Slope 
and in Cook Inlet, and with new technology. The booms and busts in fishing. 



Timber and mining 1 s on-again-off-again fortunes. The seemingly endless 
stream of record=breaking years for the tourism industry. 

\ 

Alaska Business Monthly has charted the proliferation of regulations 
affecting business, particularly resource=development.industries such as 
mining 1 timber and oil. A host of federally-mandated edicts on clean air 
and water, wetlands and hazardous materials have become crucial to the 
Alaska business persono 

At ABM we have done our best to keep our readers up=to=date on what the 
regulations are, how they are affecting business, and how to comply most 
cost-effectivelyQ 

-

We have also brought to our readers the struggles of smaller companies 
and industries--the continuingc efforts to make a 01Silicon Tundra, n new 
ventures ·in manufacturing and new· services, ingenious attempts to add value 
to our timber and fishing, and some uniquely Alaskan ventures such as Chris 
Kiana's Eskimo Yo=Yo, featured this month in a new column called nwild & 
Crazy Alaskans." 

·And during our·first decade we won our share of awards for stories on 
timber, fishing, air transport, business development, privatization and 
individual businesses and entrepren~urso Our first year, Alaska ·ausiness 
Monthly won two first place prizes from the Alaska Press Club.·Many more 
were to follow. 

The next year, another ABM story, nprivatization and the St-ate of 
Alaska, Inc., 01 took an Alaska Press Club first, and in 1987, we won two 
more, for 00 Best Reporting06 and 00 Best Feature. uo And in 1988, ABM won more 
first place awards for stories about the bailout of Alaska Mutual Bank and 
United Bank of Alaska (sort of takes you back, doesn 1 t it?) and nGreenhouse 
Effect, eu an ·intriguing story on how the effects of climatic warming might 
cool down the Alaska economy. 

In the 1990s, the Alaska Press Women awarded a first prize-for our 
personality profile of John Kelsey of Valdez Dock CoQ that appeared in the 
January Alaska Business Hall of Fame section and for stories on Alaska-East 
Asia trade; international trade and growth. in Alaska tourisme 

In addition, ABM has won 
illust~ation, editing and· 
Alaska Press Club, Alaska 
Publications Associatione 

many more awards over the years for layout and 
headline writing. Honors have come from the 

Women°s Press Club and from the Western 

In its 10th anniversary year, Alaska Business Monthly-continues its 
tradition of providing in~depth stories and useful information for our 
readers. _ 

Last Y7ar!. as a complemen~ to our New 49ers Alaskan~owned, Alaska=based 
~ompany .1~st1ng, we establ~shed The Corporate 100, which provides vital 
1nformat1on on the 100 largest organizations doing business in the state. 
Readers have told us that business directories are helpful so we included 
more in 1993o ' 

And we 
&rom all 

created 6ijinside Alaska Industry01 to bring business news items 
aspects of -the economy and all regions of the state to our 

readers. 

We hope our coverage of'Alaska 0 s business people has served not just as 
a source of information but as inspiration c. for those who are just starting. 

The personal accounts_ of men and- women who have built great­
enterprises, such as -this month 0 s Junior .Achievement Hall of Fam~ 
laureates, serve as examples of the frontier entrepreneur spirit that still 
burns bright in Alaska. Alaska Business Monthly was founded to serve those 
men and· women who· dream concretely, who have a goal and a plq.n ·to get.­
there. 

' 

Once again, · thanks -.to a·ll our 
enjoyed reading our magazine as 
thank you for , your continued 
decades to come. 

readers and advertisers; we hope-you ha~e 
much as we have enjoyed publishing it. We 
support 8 and we hope to be here~for many. 

TME FLIES WHEN YQUWRE HAVING FUN 
I 

A retrospective of the early days of Alaska Business Monthly? Sure. At 
my age, Iom lucky if I remember that.yesterday 0 s socks go in the clothes 
hamper and not in .the refrigerator. 

There are a few distinct memories, though.·Like how Alaska Business 
Monthly (ABM) always seemed to go in lockstep with the state 0 s economic 
fortunes. Intoxicated with the possibilities in the early days. in late 
0 84- 1 85, ·mired in uncertainty in the wake of the oil price collapse a,year 
later. 

Mid-1984. Alaska Business Industry Magazine, which had changed hands 
less than a year before, .collapsed leaving Bob Dixon, .the editor, and me,­
his sidekick, with big ideas and no apparent means of sustaining our 
mortgage payments. 

Now I suspect that many of the 11 who originally invested in ABM would 
have a different version of how it happened but by early September 1984, we 
were sitting at a conference table in a law office on N Street, signing a 
stock subscription agreement to launch Alaska Business Monthly. Half debt, 
half equity, and at least a half dozen different agendas for investing •o• 
the least of which was a-return. That was-a foregone conclusion. 

Which explains why those painstaking monthly board meetings seemed to 
focus -on everything but income and out=go. How many pages? What kind of 
paper? How much color~ Shouldn't the articles be shorter? Longer? ~o would 
be featured on the cover? -

The debates surely paid off, for by the end of 0 87, fully half of the 
entrepreneurs and their companies featured on the cover during the 
magazine 0s first year were out of businesso Seems everyone- in Alaska was 
too preoccupied with what would happen when_ Prudhoe Bay began its 
inevitable decline to consider the possibility of oil prices collapsing in 
the meantime. Imagine that. 

Incredibly, ABM was actually flirting with profitability by the end of 
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its first year, albeit in a creative-accounting, never-mind-the-cash-flow, 
about-to-fall-off-the-oil-price-cliff-along-with-the-rest-of-the-economy 
sort of way. One of the main reasons was the "New 49ers, 11 the first effort 
to identify the top Alaskan-owned, Alaska-based companies. 

ABM survived months of red ink and attained (paper) profita~ility a few 
years later. About the time I left ••• no connection. Lots has changed 

.since then. Now the main topics at ABM board meetings are things like 
printing costs, ad sales, subscription levels and the like. There's someone 
overseeing the business aspects of the magazine on·a full-time basis, and 
Alaska Business Publishing Co. has made a foray into directory publishing. 

our bulbous state government has changed, too, and what happened to the 
Alaskan economy in the mid-'SOs could never happen again. We don't fret 
over Prudhoe 9 s decline anymore, because we've found the answer: Instead of 
wasting time and effort worrying, just ignore the gap between revenues and 
spending, break the piggybank and hope for the best. Now if that ain't a 
decade of progress ••• 

Paul Laird, now an executive at BP Exploration (Alaska) Inc., 
Anchorage, was a founding director of Alaska-Business Monthly and served as 
its first editor from January 1985 to May 1988. 
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Transcript of National Public Radio syndicated radio program "Living on Earth," 
Broadcast in Anchorage on 3/14/94, and in Juneau on Thursday 3/10/94. 

Radio Program: KTOO 
Uving on Earth 

Exxon Valdez Spill 5th Anniversary Special 

Steve Kerwood - Five years ago this month,~pe~anker,- Exxon Valdez, hit a ledge in 
Alaska's Prince William Sound and dumped 11 million gallons of crude oil into the sea. 
Within days, 1200 miles of coastline had been ravaged. Thousands of birds and other 
animals had been killed and the spill had permanently imprinted itself in Ame_rican culture 
as one of our most infamous unnatural disasters. Today, we examine the legacy of the 
worst oil spill in U.S. history from several prospectives. In our first report, Steve Heimel of 
the Alaska Public Radio Network examines the long-term impact on the ecology of Prince 
William Sound. 

Steve Heimel - Talk to a hundred people who know Prince William Sound and you'll hear 
about a hundred Prince William Sounds. It is so large that if you are in a sailboat, you have 
to plan on a trip of more than a week if you want to see more than a small part of it. If you 
are a kayaker like Ray Kimisa, every cove is or was its own adventure. 

Ray ~imisa - It's unique. No other place in the world is like it. It's wonderful and beautiful 
but I've seen changes. Everybody can tell you that the otter population has declined: You 
use to see rafts of 40 to 60 otters at a time just laying together as the tide goes out and 
they'd be floating together in the fog, and they would look like a mass of dead trees until 
they'd float, right up on you. ,Hut those are gone. You don't see those rafts of otters 
anymore. When the tide would come in against the glacier, there'd be hundreds of seals 
piled up on the ice. Those seals aren't there !ike they use to be in the numbers. Use to 
have a iot of porpoise, and I don't see them anymore. 

Steve Heimel -Anyone who knew Prince William Sound before the oil spill says it's different 
now. While logging plans and a booming fishery had already begun to change the Sound 
in 1989, the black wave of death from the tanker brought a transformation unlike anything 
anyone could imagine. Whipped by the storm into ribbons of toxic foam, the oil killed 
masses of animals outright and many more ,by its lingering effects. Government 
researchers estimate, for instance, that the sea otter population, where the oil hit, went 
down by 35% in two years. Other m~nne mammals also suffered, as well as huge numbers 
of sea birds. The oil killed cormorants, gulls, kittiwakes, marbled murrelets, -but above all 
murres. Far more than half the animals killed were murres--a diving bird that lives in dense 
colonies. Hundreds of thousands of murres were killed and while many survived--in some 
colonies, not enough to hold the group together to breed. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
biologist, Vernon Bird. 

Vernon Bird - There seems to be safety in numbers. A big cluster of murres seem to be 
able to defend against say a gull or raven probably better than a single murre could, and 
they ~ill sometime abandon ~heir egg--make it real susceptible to gull predation but once 
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everybody's layed, the b1rds that are incubating tend to sit real tight even if an airplane flies 
over iots of times or a predator. . 

' 

Steve Heimei - Murre colonies in the Barren Islands south of Prince William Sound in the 
Guif of Alaska had near complete reproductive faiiure for at least two' years. That's the 
government view. /Scientists hired by the Exxon Corporation to research the same issue 

. saw it very differently. Btologist; John Weens, calls the idea that .any colonies were rn 
danger an exaggerat1on. . 

John Weens -.That really wasn't the case at all, and those statements were really very 
premature. They carne before any kind ofcarefully planned studies had been conducted. 

' ' 

' ' 
Steve Heimel - Counts done by an Exxo'n-funded re~earcher in 1991 showed murres to be 
at about th~ same densities as ever in the stressed colonies. Government scientists say 
that report iS flawed but in any event after !ooking at the latest surveys, Vernon Bird 
concedes that common murres are ·now out of danger. The dispute over the murres 
~li.ustrates a ~hronic problem with research on the spill's impacts. From the yery beg1nning, 
1t s been a b1g money game. · The prospect of huge court judgments sent scientist out to 
look for damage or to ~ook for proof of no damage. ~n i 991, Exxon settled the state and 
federal governments' court cases for $900 million dollars but scientific damage assessments 
will stm be critical to claims due to be taken to trial this summ~r by fishermen, Natives and 
others. But now research money is getting scare agarn. The Trustee ·council of six federal 
and state.agency heads set up to administer the $900 mmion dollar sett!emer: has cut off 
a !o_t of research, so it would have more money to· invest in restoring and /protecting the 
env1ro~~e.n~ that s~stains the wildlife that survrves--buying up habitat threatened by fogging 
and min!mizrng the impact of grqwing public use oUhe spill environment: Bob Spies is the 
Trustees' chief scientific adv1sor. · ' 

Bob Spies - i know we spent over a $100 million ·dollars in s'cientific studies. That's a 
tremend_ou~ amoun~ of resources, and i am not sure that the will is there to keep purs'uing 
these th1ngs--pursu1ng these questions. · 

I-\ I 

Steve Heimel- Stm ~t appears th~t some of the researcn was s'lut down prem'aturely. The 
~um~er of harlequin ducks, ammals who spend their whole life cycle in the kinds of 
inte~rdai areas where the oil was 'trapped, feU unexpectedly last year after the Council 
dec1ded ~o st~p funding annual duck surveys: 'Also last year, the herring run came back 

· severely impawed by disease and in small numbers. This after the Trustees had decided 
no hemng damage could be connected to the spill, and it told scientists to Close down their 
study. Now correlatio~s are being shown between herring damage and the spill. )"he run 
of p1nk salmon, th_e big money fish in Prince William Sound, crashed disastrously last 
su_m~er as yveiL Fishermen strongly believe the spin is responsible although the ~inks that 
sc1ent1~t can make are _te~uous: Head scientist,· Bob Spies, and the Trustees now say they 

, ~re .ai~ 1n favor of continUing to pay to investigate' those links. FOr those who draw their 
livehhoods from Prince WiUiam Sound, the f1ve' years since .the spm have been econ~micaliy 
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turbulent. There was massive spend1ng 1n a clean-up effort and two years of very good 
fishing but now the· fishing has crashed, and tour operators worry that fifth anniversary 

, publicity about the spm will make the public think Prince William Sound is a waste land. Sail 
charter operator, Nancy~ Lethcoe, says it's nowhere near that simple. 

-~ ' '~ -
Nancy lethcoe - The spill was an overwhelming traumatic impact on the Sound but also 
on.us .. whereas, when our charter guests come, they don't have·the memones and they 
don't have the knovvledge, and they have pure enjoyment of what they se~e. So the Sound 
is very, very much alive and living for them, and for us it's recovering and as it's recovering, 
we're recovering. 

Steve Heimel - in Alaska for Living on Earth, i~m Steve Heimei. 

Steve Kerwood - Five years after the Exxon Valdez disaster, those who live close to 
Alaska's southern coastline are still contending with oil in their environment. Not long ago, 
a Native fisherman picked up a lump of oil tar the size of a basketball. Many of the reg1on's 
N?tive people known as -the Chugach Aliiuts have been slowly recovering from the 
economic, social ,and culture disruption of the spm. But as producer, Susan Kerness, found 
in a visit to several Native villages, the, recovery masked some profound changes in their 
way of ~ife. 

Susan Kerness - This small hqmlet, the island of Chenega Bay in Prince William Sound, 
resembles an unpaved suburban neighborhood. The basic transportation is a modified 
dune buggy and the closest store is a $100 plane ride away. For'the Chugach Aliiuts who 
live here, both th~i~ survival and cultural identity depend-on harvesting and sharing food 
fro_m the ocean, but that changed suddenly on Good Friday 1989: 

Phil T~temoff c; Before the oil spill, you could see right out to the rocks out there. There use 
to be seals on those rocks on low tide just about on every low tide, but n·ow there's 
nothing--nothing at aH. 

Susan Kerness ~· IPhif Totemoff is a Chugach. Aiiiut elder who's ~ived in Prince Wimam Sound 
all his life. in his younger days, he divided his time between subsistence fisbing and 

, commer9ial fishing.. That was when he lived in aid Chenega before· another Good Friday 
. pisaster, the 19q4 earthquake anp tidal wave, destroyed his entire vmage 25 years earlier. 

The black siudge that coated new Chenega's subsistence beaches five days after ·the 
tanker ran aground gave Totem off :a disturbingly familiar feeling. 

Phi! Totemoff- i survived the "1964 earthqu~ke:·you,know, and it just reminds me a ~ittle bit 
more of what happened during the '64 earthquake after i'd seen all that oiL 

Susan Kernes.s - Chenega Bay resipents still hunt seal~ and 'd~cks but they aren't finding 
as many as they did before 1989, and they have to travel farther to get them. So for many 
here, it's becoming too expensi~e to put Native food on their tab~es. The oil took a week 
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longer to foul the shores of Nanwalek, about two hundred miles southwest of Chenega Bay 
but it brought similar problems. Sally Ash grew up in Nanwalek and now teaches village 
kids sikpiak, their Native language. She was living in Anchorage in 1989 and when she 
realized the magmtude of the disaster, she rushed home to be with her family and to help 
clean her beaches. She found Nanwalek a very different place than she left. 

Sally Ash - It seemed so weird to come home to this quiet little village. It use to be quiet, 
and now all of sudden all kinds of people are coming in. I mean, you couldn't really keep 1 

track, you know. It was just so noisy. 

Susan Kerness - Her village of less than 200 had been invaded by dozens of clean-up 
workers. She says they took over Nanwalek's community hall, usurping the authority of the 
tribal council. Ash says the influx of outsiders combined with a sudden infusion of cash into 
a largely non-cash economy turned her community's social and economic structure on its 
head. 

Sally Ash - We are not use to probably having money all at once. i think it caused a lot of 
people to start drinking again. That was the sad part and then not doing your subsistence 
that summer we missed out on a whole summer of no food, and things seemed just kind 
of out of control or something. 

Gail Evanoff - I always say Mother Nature is mad. She doesn't know how to deal with this. 

Susan Kerness - Today the crowds and the money are gone. What remains now is the oil. 
Chenega Corporation vice president, Gail Evanoff, gets angry when she hears scientist say 
that the human role in the clean up is over, and the best way to treat subsurface oil on 
shorelines is to allow Alaska's winter storms to scour them clean. She and other Native 
leaders are demanding that money from an Exxon out-of-court settlement be used for 
further beach clean up and 'monitoring. 

Gail Evanoff- You and I know water and oil do not mix. When it's in the sediments, it's 
there to stay unless it's removed. , 

' -
S~;Jsan Kerness - It almost doesn't matter whether it will take more human effort or natural 
wave action to heal the ecosystem. The fact is village residents like Phil Totemoff no longer 
trust the environment they've relied on for centuries. 

Phil Totemoff- A lot of times when I get my food like seal and set it on the table 1 could 
visualize that oil that I seen, and sometimes it· makes me sick. ' 

/ 

Susan Kerness - Still the shock waves from the Exxon Valdez disaster haven't been all bad. 
Port Graham village chief, Eleanor McMullen, says the spill revived interest in the old ways. 
Ways that she grew up learning from- her grandmother. 
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Eleanor McMullen- The Exxon disaster revived a lot of Nat1ve cultural th1ngs--dance, song, 
building of the kayak, the language, and people bave built on it. 

Susan Kerness - But whether the children playing today in Chenega Bay will experience 
their subsistence culture as part of daily life or just as something they do on the weekends 
remains to be seen. Larry Evanoff is the mayor of Chenega Bay. 

Larry Evanoff - I thjnk we lost a generation of -folks here. These young ones that are 
coming up now, they don't know how to hunt. Yeah, we.try to take them out and tell them 
the way it use to be and what it was and how pler~tiful it was. That part of it is gone. 

Susan ~erness - Uke many adults who lived through both Good Friday disasters in Prince 
William Sound, Evanoff isn't so sure his village can bounce back a second time. 

Larry Evanoff - We fell off the horse before. We got up and got back on. When we're 
going to get our lifestyle back--who_ knows. I might not see it in my lifetime. 

Susan Kerness- For living on Earth, I'm Susan Kerness in Chenega Bay, Alaska. 

Steve Kerwood - There are certain historical events that sear themselves into our minds so 
thoroughly that we never forget where we were and how we felt when we heard the news. 
For many Alaskans including commentator, Nancy Lord, the wreck of the Exxon Valdez was 
one of them. 

Nancy Lord - Five years ago Easter weekend, I was home from an out-of-town job. The 
weather had turned toward mud-softened spring, and all was right with the world. -Good 
Friday morning my radio clicked on right into the middle of the news--a tanker 
hemorrhaging oil in Princ,e William Sound impaled on a reef i had never even heard of. 
That morning ! felt only a numbing defeat that all the promises in the world hadn't· kept us 
safe from the big spill. Little did I suspect the magnitude of the horrors that would follow. 
Otters scratching ou't their eyes. Pyres of burning bird carcasses. The incomprehensible 
activity of thousands of people hand wiping individual rocks. The corporate lying and 
bureaucratic dithering. Never, never could I have imagine that that unleashed oil 'Would 
spread and multiple and eventually wash up on pur own beach in sticky globs 400 miles 
from the grounding. EVOS, the Exxon Valdez oil spill acronym that became a word, was 

_ our wake up call. Those of us in the oil's path learned very quickly about the vulnerability 
of the marine life we had so long taken for granted. (Clearly, we couldn't depend on the oil 
industry or the government nor could we rely on experts, those scientists who insisted the 
oil would never leave the Sound and couldn't possibly sink. We learned to trust ourselves--

, our own eye-s-and experience, to listen to one another and accept the collective knowledge 
of_ those who best knew and most valued what was at risk. No longer was it just 
conservationists crying the alarms. Commercial fishermen, subsistence users, city mayors, 
everyone saw the connections between environmental health and economic health. We 
joined together in common purpose and continued to work together as never before--
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educating, advocatrng, ltt1gatrng, 1nsrst1ng on habitat and resource protection, and that's 
good because the- work still to be done is nearly overwhelming and often painfully 
discouraging. Five 'years after EVOS, open any newspaper. In the one before me, I read 
that another fully-loaded tanker lost power in Cook Inlet. It's lucky the anchor held because 
there still aren't any escort tugs in this part of Alaska. At about the same time, a thousand 
gallons of fuel spilled into Port Valdez when barge tanks overflowed during loading, and in 
the state capitol, lawmakers under the heady influence of oil industry campaign 
contributions were busy undoing protective laws adopted in the EVOS aftermath. That's 
right. That's happening as I speak. Apparently, not everyone woke up. Some just rolled 
over and went back to sleep. 

Steve Kerwood - Commentator, Na:1cy Lord, is a writer who lives in Homer, Alaska. What 
do you think about the Exxon Valdez disaster? Give us a call at 1-800-218-9988 or write 
to Living on Earth at Box 639, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 022;38. The immediate wake of 
the Exxon Valdez tragedy did make some national changes. In 1990, Congress passed the 
Oil Pollution Prevention Act, which among other things requires double hulls on new tankers 
and rapid response teams to be on constant stand-by alert for spills. Late last year such 
teams passed their first real test when workers quickly contained a 100,000 gallon spill just 
off some of Puerto Rico's most famous beaches. But for some, the threat of massive oil 
spills has changed little. Eric Naulder, a Pulitzer prize-winning reporter for The Seattle 
Times, has ridden a supertanker out of Valdez and written a book about his expenence. 
He says better clean-up capacity 1sn't really the answer. 

Eric Naulder- The improvement of clean-up capacity--the building of more skimmers--it's 
kind of a futile gesture because once you get about a million gallons of oil in the water, 
there's almost nothing you can do to contr0l it. 

Steve Heimel - If the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 had been enforced befo're the Exxon Valdez 
set sail on that fateful day, would the outcome have been any different? 

Eric Naulder- I don't think so. No. The ship itself would have today, as it still has today, 
had only a single hull. The ship actually hit the rocks with such force, a double hull, which 
is required in this act, might not have made a difference anyway. There isn't really anything 
in the regulation that would have changed the way the crew operates. 

- , I 

Steve Heimel - I spent a good while going through your book, and I came away from this 
that you must have the opinion that really no tanker really is safe enough. Is that a far 
assessment? - , 

Eric Naulder - It's a fair assessment. I mean anytime you are carrying that much oil. In this 
case, the ship I was aboard was carrying 35 million gallons of oil. Other tankers carry 
much more than that. You've got a potential for accidents or spills or major spills. You 
know, as I say in the book, a world that guzzles 30 thousand gallons of oil a secbnd, 
makes no peace with any shoreline; including our own. I think between the time of the 
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Exxon Valdez accident tn March of 1989 and the nde that I took aboard an 011 tanker for 
this book whtch was tn January of 1992, worldwide there were some 84 tankers that spilled 
large amounts of oil--a total of 65 million gallons of oil. In sound1ng as pessimistic as I do 
here, it's not to say we can't do better. In fact, there are many, many ,things we can do 
that would go much farther in preventing spills. -

\ 

Steve Heimel - Alright give us some examples, please. 

Eric Naulder - Well, I think one of the most important is to take a look at and make changes 
in the way we operate these ships. A vast majority of accidents at least involve or begtn 
with human error. The crews of these vessels ought to be checked out by regulators on 
the vessel they are operating--just the way they do with airplane crews. That doesn't 
happen in the world of ships. 1 think also the ship~ need to ~e be~er built. _starting just 
after World War !1, the owners of these oil tankers bu1lt larger sh1ps w1th proportronately less 
steel and frankly they were fragile ships. You really learn something, and I did on this 
vess~L When you ride an oil tanker into the teeth of a 70 mile-an-hour wind and into 40-
foot seas, you think that you're on a vessel being 900 to 1000 feet long that is very 
powerful that is not vulnerable to nature until you meet something like that. As you stand 
on the bridge, you can see the ship bending--be(lding like a twig up and down against the 
force of these waves, and the sound of the ship groaning is a terrible, terrible sound. I 
mean you literally can hear the ship in pain, all of the joints grinding. I tell the story of one 
ship that was hammered by a 90-foot wave and cracked down the side, spilling nearly a 
million gallons of oil into the Gulf of Alaska. This happens all the time, and the industry 
literally watched this happen for decades and continued to reduce the steel in these ships, 
and nobody really paid attention to the carnage until recently when they are starting to do 
studies and saying, "Hey, wait a minute. These ships seem to be breaking ~part in the 
waves. Maybe 'we'd better build them a little differently." But the rules are st1ll not good 
enough. 

Steve Heimel - Eric Naulder is a reporter for The Seattle Times and author of the new book, 
Tankers Full of Trouble. Thanks very much for talking with us. 

Eric Naulder - Well thank you very much. I've enjoyed it. 

Steve Kerwood - And for this week, that's Living on Earth. Our program is produced and 
edited by Peter Thompson and directed by Debra Stavrough. The coordinating producer 
is George Holmsy and our production team includes Kim Mobaluski, Chris Page, Jan 
Nunley, Jessica Balamira, Eve Stewart and engineer, Laurie Zaria. Special thanks thi~ week 
to member stations, KBBI in Homer, Alaska and KUOW in Seattle. Our theme mus1c was 
composed by Michael Aaron. Living on Earth is a project of the World Media Foundation 
in cooperation with the Public Media Foundation· and WBUR-Boston. I'm Steve Kerwood, 
executive producer. 

Maj~r funding for Living on Earth comes from the Pugh Charitable Trusts for reporting on 
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the national and global environment; all natural Stoney Field Farm Yogurt--whether 
supporting worthwhile causes or produc1ng healthy foods, Stoney Field's goal is to make 
you feel good inside; theW. Aiton Jones Foundation; and the National Sc1ence Foundation. 
Funding aiso comes from the George Gund Foundat1on and the Great Lakes Protection 
Fund. 

This is NPR. National Public Radio. 
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RTw 03/08 2105 STEVEN SEAGAL FiLM TOO SUCK FOR ESKIMOS AND 
Oil ... 

STEVEN SEAGAL FILM TOO SUCK FOR ESKIMOS AND OIL COMPANIES 
By Andrea Orr 

LOS ANGELES, March 9 (Reuter) - Oil companies and native Americans are 
dismayed by the way they are depicted in ~·on Deadly Ground," St~ven Seagal's 
new action adventure film about one man's quest to save the environment. 

Many have not seen the movie, since there are no theatres in the remote oil-' 
producing region of northern Alaska wnere it takes place, but they did, witness the 
filming and in sorrie cases offered cultural advice. 

They say the, whole premise of an evil oil inqustry exploiting gentle natives 
who prefer dog sleds to automo~iles is wrong. 

"Oil provides 80 percent of Alaska's tax base. We have a huge sewer problem 
and other health problems here and oii gives us the wealth and stability to to deal 
with these things and iead healthy lives;" said Bobbi Quinta veil, director of the 
Arctic Slope Native As,sociation. 

Alaskans have not forgotten the 1989 Exxon Valdez tanker spm, which 
devastated the wildlife and wilderness around Prince Wmiam Sound. 

They admit there is a continuing struggle to preserve the environment and the 
native culture as companies aggressively develop ~he most oil-rich state in the 
u.s. -

"But there is a genera! attitude th,at we can save natural resources and stili 
have limited oil developr:nent,", said Ehse Patk9tak of the North Slope ~orough's 
publication office. ' ' 

"On Deadly <;3round" opts for a more s1mp~e picture of good versus evil. 
Seagal plays a fir~fighter who ,takes the law into his own hands when he learns 
the giant oi~ company he wo_rks for is usiog ,faylty ~quipment to build an oil rig. 

Fea~ing the sub~tandard work wili cause ~n oil spill, Seagal sets ouno 
destroy the wh?le project, but not before knocking out eight oil vvorkers in a 
violent barroom brawl and offering. preachy comments about the greedy white 
man. - · -

_He later miraculous-ly survives'a murder attempt and c~nvalesces in an 
Eskimo village, where people coexist harmoniously with nature. _ -

Michael Caine plays the chairman of the fictional company Aegis Oil, who is 
as vmandus as Seagai is righteous, dispatching henchmen to torture and kill a 
whistle-blower. 

Caine•s character has no appreciation for the spectacular wilderness around 
!him; he can not even ~tand beside two caribou during a public relations _ 
campaign designed to appease environmentalists without complaining about the 
stench. 

The film was number one at the box office recentry and then dropped to 
second spot-- with a 47 percent decline in business-- but has been less popular 
among critics. 
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.The Los Angeles Times called the plot "srmphcity itself" and The Anchorage 
Darly News quoted. several Eskrmos complarmng about the way their culture was 
presented. One sard the costumes were more appropriate for uoances with 
Wolves, u the 1990 film about Plains Indians in South Dakoka. 

Most oil executives say they have no interest in seeing the film and hope the 
reviews will help to discredit it. ' 

. uPeopl~ with ~no~le:dge of what's going on in Alaska won't be swayed by 
thmgs put 1n the mov1e JUSt to make it dramatic," said Paul Laird a spokesman'for 
British Petroleum in Anchorage. ' ' 

Oil companies vigorously defend their environmental performance in Alaska 
and say the Val~ez dr.sa~ter wa~ o~~ sorry ~xcepti.on to an otherWise exemplary 
record of producmg 011 Without srgmfrcantly tnterfenng with the environment.' 

."Without being able to speak. fi.rst-hand about the movie, I do know what goes 
on tn Al~ska an~ I can say the oil rndustry has been extremely responsible," said 
Russ LUJgs, chairman of the offshore drilling company Global Marine. "If you talk 
to Alaskans they'll tell, you we've been well received there." 

But ~amela Miller, a biologist with Greenpeace in Anchorage, argues that oil 
compames regularly contaminate the environment abandon toxic waste sites 
and leak oil into the ground. t ' 

And she said the problem is not confined to oil-producing regions like Alaska. 

~'The whole cycle o~ oil is very deadly/' she said, refernng to a host of dangers 
ra~gm.g from .tank~r sp11l~ to pollution emitted by refineries and cars, which many 
sc1ent1sts believe IS contnbuting to global warming. 

Miller said she was not crazy about "On Deadly Ground" 'but thought it had a 
valuable message that might reach a group of people who have not been · 
reached by other means. 

The movie departs from the typical actron adventure' format with its final 
scene·, in which Seagallaunches into a deadly serious diatribe about 
detenorating air quality and other health problems caused by oil. 

"I th?ught the violeripe was gratuitous and the plot oversimplified the natives' 
way of hfe, b~t an essence of truth was represented," Miller said. 

. "I don't see how anyone could listen to the last speech and not be moved by 
rt." REUTER · ' . 

\ ' 

I '~ J 

r 

News Wire Stories 3/20/94 

1 APn 03/20 0000 Spill-Skipper 
2 APn 03/20 0000 Sound's Status 
3 APn 03/20 0000 Spill Anniversary 
4 APn 03/19 12-12 Spill-Skipper 
5 APn 03/18 0734 FEA--Books-Tankers 

APn 03/20 0000 Spill-Skipper 
Copyright, 1994. The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 
By The Associated Press · -

Page 1 

The man who was the focus 'df the inquiry into the Exxon Valdez spill is still 
fighting his conviction rn the case. · . · 

Former Exxon skipper Joseph Hazelwood was convicted in 1990 of illegally 
discharging oil, a misdemeanor, but acquitted of more serious counts of 
operating a vessel while intoxicated. . - -

. Hazelwood has appealed his conviction and his sentence to cl.ean oily rocks; 
his case is pending with the state appeals court. 

APn 03/20 0000 Sound's Status Copyright, 1994. The Associated Press. All 
rights reserved. ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) -- Two more conferences are 
scheduled in Anchorage this week to coincide with the fifth anniversary of the 
Exxon Valdez spill, already the most scrutinized disaster of its kind. 

A three-day meeting beginmng Wednesday concentrates· on oil-spill 
prevention in the wake of the Prince William Sound spill. A second meeting, the 
day before will look at projects to restore the environment. · · , : 

Other scientific sessions over the past year have pitted Exxon's optimistic · 
findings regarding the damage caused by the spill against more guarded 
forecasts produced by. government agencies. , 

Numerous reports have detailed the damage: Harbor seals, sea otters, pink 
salmon, Pacific herring and several kinds of birds -- including common murres 
and harlequin ducks -- show 111ittle or no signll ohecovery in Prince William­
Sound, the state says . 

. Herring losses are significant, experts say, since the small fish are targeted by 
commercial fishermen and are a·key link in the sound's food chain. Meanwhile, 
survey teams at Sleepy Bay ,last year reported oil floating to the surface after 
chemical treatment. . - ·,., . , '. ' · · . · · ' 

Pete Peterson, a University of North Carolina marine scientist,' said the 
sound's mussel beds are a lingering concern. Mussel colonie.s act like armor, 
shielding any oil trapped under the beds. Peterson says trapped oil may 
contribute to chronic, ,low-grade pollution that could do damage over time. 
Experts are particularly concerned about birds that eat-the mussels.::: 

Other species proved nature!s resilience:Thirteen killer Whales disappe~red 
from a Prince William Sound pod between 1988and 1990; state scientists say 
that group is growing again. · 
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As many as 300 bald eagles died in the spill. Five years later, a draft plan for 
Prince ~illiam Sound restoration notes that eagles already may have recovered, 
aiong w1th some populations of black oyster catchers and sockeye salmon near 
Kodiak. 
End Adv for Sunday, March 20 

APn 03/20 0000 Spill Anniversary Copyright, 1994. The Associated Press. All 
rights reserved. By ROSANNE PAGANO Associated Press Writer 

CORDOVA, Alaska (AP) -- Tides and times have been kind to Prince William 
Sound in the five years since the Exxon Valdez rammed a charted reef, dumping 
nearly 11 million gallons of crude oil into pristine waters. 

Storms have scoured Alaska's 1 ,500 miles of polluted coastline, removing 
about half the oil embedded in some places. Many beaches look clean. 
Population forecasts for bald eagles are good. The tourists are back. #"~t·s 
behind us," said John Manly, an aide to Gov. Walter J. Hickel, whose 
administration won a $900 million setUement from Exxon Corp. in 1991. 

.But it's not over for the people of Cordova, homeport to Prince William 
Sound's commercial fishing fleet. 

Cordova fishermen are among the plaintiffs who filed damage claims in the 
wake of the March 24, 1989 accident They are only just getting their day in court 
and until they do, they will not turn the page on the Exxon Valdez. ' 

They blame the Valdez spill for bad salmon harvests over the past two years. 
They say they are just hanging on, and that massive Exxon is trying to wait them 
out, an assertion the company denies. 

"it's been a war of attrition, .. says salmon fisherman R.J. Kopchak, a former 
Cordova city councilman whose three-story house overlooks Cordova's dock and 
forested Orca Bay. 

Atypical week's maii, stacked on Kopchak's kitchen table, contains court 
notices about his lawsuit More papers to sign, more documents to file. 

"We know one guy, a fisherman here with a valid claim, who just quit sending 
in his paperwork. Refuses to do it anymore," Kopchak says as he scans tne 
foggy bay. 

"The longer Exxon and its attorneys can make it miser_able for you, the greater 
the chance the settlement will be less... - -

Kopchak is among fishermen who say this summ~rs salmon season couid be 
his make-or-break year. If the run fairs or prices·are .weak, Kopchak says he may 
have to polish up his carpentry skills and move his wife and four young children 
somewhere else. #"I built this castle because I figured 1•d live and die here " he 
s~ys. "I really love this place. We don•t lock our doors, we don at worry about our 
kids. The probl,em is, what I want to do is fish." . 

Lawyers for ~xxon, the ~arid's largest corporation, reject any suggestion that 
delay was a tact1c. Complarnts have been separated into state and federal class 
actions, each with separate trial judges, schedules and evidence rules. 

The federal suit, scheduled to start May 2, includes 1 00,000 potential class 
members. Some estimates put the damages at $1 .5 biii1on or more. 

A trial in state Superior Court is scheduled to sta'rt June 6 and includes seven 
tow~s oiled in the spm•s ~ath. Th_e mayors want compensation for municipal 
serv1ces they say were d1verted 1n response to the spill. 
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Other state plaintiffs include 13 Alaska Nat1ve corporations; they claim 
damage to their land and archaeological sites. Natives also sued Exxon in federal 
court over damage to their traditional ways, which depend o_n the sound for food. 

Evidence-gathering for all these actions has consumed the past five years. 
The company said more than 5 million pages of documents have changed hands; 
nearly 2,000 depositions were taken. 

A list filed by Exxon names 315 planned witnesses in the federal case. 
Plaintiffs planned to call 270 witnesses in a case scheduled to last all summer. 
Authorities will testify on marine science, land values, fish abundance and -­
hardest of all -- whether there are any lin'gering effects of the spill. 

In Cordova, everyone wants an Exxon settlement -- even townspeople with no 
claim pending. # 11We don't want to be known as the oil spill town any more, .. 
Mayor Margie Johnson said. 

Seated at a table in the restaurant of her dockside hotel, Johnson points out a 
pair of sea otters playing in icy waters where, in late February, the fishing fleet is 
idle. Some Cordovans,,hoping for a new image as a tourist town, say the city 
should adopt a new slogan -- "sea otter capital of the world" is mentioned. 

Johnson, a can-do businesswoman, wants action. She is helping organize 
Cordovaos first .. Bury the Blues Day .. on March 26, complete with a local New 
Orleans-style band and a homemade casket paraded through city streets. 

Townspeople \/Yere encouraged to write out their oii-spiii worries, put them in 
the casket and ciose the lid, once and for all. Plans call for the casket to be 
burned. (The party was scheduled on a Saturday after the spill anniversary, so 
schoolchildren could participate.) 

.. This event is not for everyone," Johnson says ... But for Cordova, the spiil 
really was like a death in the family. I'm appalled that five years later there's still 
no settlement with Exxon. That's like trying to get over a death when you can't 
read the will." ' 

Cordova, a town of nearly 2;600 on the sound's eastern edge, is reached only 
by boat or plane. Nearly half the work force is. directly employed in fish harvesting 
or processing. State labor economists reported this month there was "little 
prospect" that salmon prices would bounce back soon. 

Employment has receded over the past three years, sales receipts dropped 
and more than two dozen homes are on the market, the state said. 

Real estate agent Linden O'Toole-- among the only families to get out of_ 
fishing, remain in Cordova and pursue a new occupation -- says she is fi~lding 
about-as many inquiries from outof state as from Cord evans looking to buy. 

O'Toole, who is supporting her fisherman husband and two small children, 
says earnings from real estate have gone to pay off tens of thousands of dollars 
in fishing debts. 

''I'm hoping for our sake and a lot of people in this town that Exxon will come 
through with a s~ettlement," she says. ''They're a huge company. They don't need 
to hurt families like ours to do business." 

In 1990, one year after the spill, the fleet turned in a near-record pink salmon 
harvest and prices were good. Then, in 1991, -prices on the worldwide market 
collapsed and harvests were dumped back into the sea. 

The next two years, for undetermined reasons, the run failed. Last year, the 
Pacific herring season, which typically begins in April and is the fishermen's first 

·----~--------
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cash crop of the year, was cut short in Prince William Sound when schools failed 
to mat~rialize. Some fish were diseased. 

Last year, frustrated by Exxon's claims that the spill caused no ongoing harm, 
·a mosquito fleet of 65 seiners gave up the disma~ pink salmon season to bottle 
up the Port of Valdez, terminus19f the trans~Aiaska oil pipeline. For nearly two 
days, no tankerrs could arrive or depart during the protest 

1 

. "I will never forgive and forget/' says 42-year-old Doug Pettit, a Cordova 
fisherman who since 1987 has run a local heating repair business to tide his 
family over the wint~r. 

"It's as if someone murdered my daughter,~' he says. ~~vou can never forgive 
the ~erson who did ~ha! " #Pettit is an oil-spill domino. Since fishing has 
~e:chned, he _has worked harder at the heating company. But his neighbors are 
liVIng on savings and hopes for an Exxon settlement, and Pettit -- who also has 
an Exxon ciaim pending -- said he has gotten lenient on pricing. , 

"lt. isnit_ like you tapped a new reso~rce," he says, taking a break one rainy 
mom1ng as he coaxed heat from the p1pes at the fishermen's union hall, in 
Cordova's downtown. · ~ 

uvou're still working with money from fishing. We aU share the problem." 
End Ad~ for Sunday"·l\ljarch 20 , .. 

APn 03/19 1212 Spill Anniversary 2nd versrron, CDV party canceled 
Copyright, 1994. The Associated Press. All rights reserved. By ROSANNE 
PAGANO Associated Press Writer _ 

CORDOVA, Alaska (AP) -- Tides and times have been kind, to Prince William 
Sound the five years since the Exxon Valdez rammed a charted reef, dumping 
nearly 11 mmion gallons of crude oil into pristine waters. 

. Storms have scoured Alaska•s 1 ,500 mi~es of polluted coasmne, removing 
about half the oii embedded in some p~aces. Many beaches look clean: · 
Population forecasts for bald eagles are good. The tourists are back. ·#IIJt•s 
behind us," said John'Man~y~ an aide to Gov. Walter J. Hickel, whose 
admini~t~atiqn won a $900 mimon settlement from Exxon Corp. in 1991 . 

But 1t s not over for the people of Cordova, homeport to Prince Wmiam 
Sound•s commercial fishing Jleet. · 

Cordova.Jishermen are among the plaintiffs who filed damage claims in the 
wake ot the March 24, 1989 accident They are only just getting their day in court 
and until they do, they wm not tum the page on the Exxon Valdez. -' 

They blame th~ Valdez·~pm for bad salmon harvests over the past two years. 
They say they are JUSt hang~ng on, and that massive Exxon is trying to wait them 
·out, an assertion 'the company denies. . · 

ooit's be~n ~ war .of attrition, au says salmon fisherman R.J. Kopchak, a former 
Cordova c~ty counciiman whose three-story house overlooks Cordova's dock and 
forested Orca Bay. . ,. · 

A typical week's mail, stacked on Kopchakos kitchen table contains court 
notices about his lawsuit: More papers to sign, more docume~ts to file. · 

'oWe know on~ guy, a .fisherman here with a valid ciaim, who just quit sending 
in his paperwork. Refuses to do it anymore,~~ Kopchak says as he scans the 
foggy !bay. 
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uThe longer Exxon and its attorneys can make it miserable for you, the greater 
the chance the settlement will be less:' -

Kopchak is among fishermen who say this summer's salmon season could be 
h1s make-0~-break year. If the run fails or prices are weak, Kopchak says he may 
have to polish up has carpentry skills and move his wife and four you rig children 
somewhere else. #'•t built this castle because I figured I'd live and d1e here,".he 
says. 111 really love this place. We donut lock our doors, we don't worry about our 
kids. The problem is, what I want to do is fish. II • 

Lawyers for Exxon, the world's largest corporation, reject any suggestion that 
delay was a tactic. Complaints have been separated into state and federal class 
actions, each with separate trial judges, schedules·and evidence ru~es. . 

The federal suit, scheduled to start May 2, includes 1 00,000 potential class 
members. Some estimates put the damages at $1.5 bimon or more. 

A trial in state Superior Court is scheduled to start June '6 and includes seven 
towns oiled in the spill's path. The mayorrs want compensation for mLI'nicipal· 
services they say were diverted ih response to the spill. , 

Other state plaintiffs include 13 Alaska Native corporations; they claim · 
damage to their land and archaeological sites. Nadves also sued Exxon in federal 
court over damage to their traditional ways, which depend on the sound for food. 

Evidence~gathering for all these actions has consumed the past, five years. 
The company said more than 5 million pages of documents have changed hands· 
nearly 2,000 depositions were taken. . . · · ' 

A list filed by Exxon names 315 planned witnesses in the federal case. 
Plaintiffs planned to can 270 witnesses in a case scheduled to last ail summer. 
Authorities.wm testify on marine science, land values, fish abundance and--· 
hardest of ail -~ whether there are any lingering effects of the spilL · 

.In Cord?va, e~eryone ~ants an Exxon settlement~- 'even townspeople with no 
da1m pending .. # We don. t want to be known as tlhe oil spm town any more, n 

Mayor- Margy Johnson sa1_d. · . · 
Seated at a table in the restaurant of her dockside hotel, Johnson points out a 

pair of sea otterrs playing in .. icy waters where, in 'late Februai)f, the fishing fleet is 
1dle. Some Cordovans, hop1ng for a new image as a tourist town, say the city 
should adopt a new slogan usea otter capital of the world 11 is mentioned. 

~~ohnson, a can-do businesswoman, wants action. 
Until ityvas abruptly canceled this week, she was helping organize' Cordova's 

first usury the Blues Dayu on March 26. The event, complete with a New Orleans­
style ~and paradi~g through town, was aimed at uniting the communitY. But 
orgam~ers called ~t off when too many people complained they weren't yet ready 
to forg1ve and forget. #"For Cordova,· the spill was like a death in the family,~~ 
Jo~nson says., "l•m appalled that five years later there's still no settlement with 
Exxon. That's ~ike trying to get over a death when you can't read.thenivill. 11 

Cordova, a town of nearly 2,600 on the sound's eastern edge, is reached -only 
by boat or plane. Nearly half the work force is directly employed in fish harvesting 
or processing. S~ate labor economists reported this month there was "little · · 
prospect~~ thE!l salr:non prices would bounce back soon. _ 

Employment has receded over the past three yearrs, sales receipts dropped 
and more than two dozen homes are on the market, the state said. 
. ~eal esta!~-~gent Linde~ OOToole- among the only families to get out of 

f1sh1ng, rem?Jn rn Cordova and pursue a new occupation -- says she is fielding 
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ab~ut as many .inquiries ~rom out .of state as from Cordovans looking to buy. 
#0 Toole, who 1s supporting her fisherman husband and two small children says 
earnings from real estate have gone to pay off tens of thousands of dollars 'in 
fishing debts. 

''I'm hoping for our sake and a lot of people in this town that Exxon will come 
through with a settlement," she says. 'They're a huge company. They don't need 
to hurt families like ours to do business." 

In 1990, one year after the spill, the fleet turned in a near-record pink salmon 
harvest and prices were good. Then, in 1991, prices on the worldwide market 
collapsed and harvests were dumped back into the sea. 

"!"~e ne~ two years, for undetermined reasons, the run failed. Last year, the 
PactfJc hemng season, which typically begins in April and is the fishermen's first 
cash crop of the year, was cut short in Prince William Sound when schools failed 
to materialize. Some fish were diseased. 

Last vear, frustrate~ ~y Exxon's claims that the spill caused no ongoing harm, 
a mosqUito fleet of 65 se1ners gave up the dismal pink salmon season to bottle 
up the Port of Valdez, terminus of the trans-Alaska oil pipeline. For nearly two 
days, no tankers could arrive or depart during the protest. 
. .., will never f<;>rgive and forget," says 42-year-old Doug Pettit, a Cordova 

fisherman who s1nce 1987 has run a local heating repair business to tide his 
family over the winter. 

"It's as if someone murdered my daughter,'' he says. "You ~an never forgive 
the person who did that." 

Pettit is. an oil-spill domino. Since fishing has declined, he has worked harder 
at the heattng company. But h1s neighbors are living on savings and hopes for 
an Exxon settlement, and Pettit -- who also has an Exxon claim pending -- said 
he has gotten lenient on pricing. 

''I~ isn't like you tapped a new resource," he says, taking a break one rainy 
mommg as he coaxed heat from the pipes at the fishermen's union hall, in 
Cordova's downtown. 

"You're still working with money from fishing. We all share the problem." 

A~~ 03/18 0734 FEA--Books-Tankers Copyright, 1994. The Associated Press. 
All nghts reperved. By DOUG ESSER Associated Press Writer 

The biggest machines in the world are oil tankers -- three or more football 
fields long, wide as a 1 0-lane freeway, tall as a 15-story building with millions and 
millions of gallons of crude oil in the basement. 

Each ship is part of the economic network that keeps cars trucks planes and 
trains fueled and lubricated. , ' ' . 

Each one is also a potential environmental disaster, inevitable as an ' 
earthquake on a fault line: It's not a question of whether one of the 5 000 tankers 
in the world will run aground, break apart or explode; it's only a matt~r of when. 

That's why Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Eric Nalder who covered the 
Exxon Valdez spill five years ago, calls his book 11Tankers Full of Trouble" 
(Grove, $24). · , 

In this book, Nalder, a reporter for the Seattle Times, takes a ride on the 
tanker Arco Anchorage from Valdez, Alaska, across the stormy North Pacif1c, 
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through the tncky Inland waters of Washington to a ref1nery near Bell1ngham. 
Along the way, he shares with the reader a sense of awe at the industrial vessel 
sympathy for overworked crew members, and a detailed account of all the thing~ 
that can go wrong. In 1985, the Arco Anchorage itself ran aground at Port 
Angeles, Wash., spilling 239,000 gallons of oil. · 

Trou~les include ~wners. who sa~~ money by skimping on steel in buildm-g 
tankers, Inadequate 1nspect1ons, p<;>ht1caLpressures on regulators, pilots with 
better job security than safety records, and crew members as capable as any of 
us of human error. As Exxon Valdez Capt. Joseph Hazelwood can attest an 
error on an oil tanker can create a big, expensive, career-ending, oily-birds-on­
the-evening-news environmental mess. 

Information ~n every aspect of the oil tanker industry is smoothly incorporated 
as Nalder descnbes the 1,200-mile trip across the Northern Pacific from the end 
of the Alaska pipeline to the refinery .. What might be considered dull details of 
tanker construction become more compelling when you're in the middle of a Gulf 
of Alaska storm, waves breaking over the deck, and you can hear the steel 
groan as the ship bends between the waves. · 

. Nalder i~ rel~ntlessly pessimi.stic, as if ~reat ships can .only end in great 
disasters. L1stemng to the metallic complarnts of the ship in the storm, he writes 
'The noise seems to be one voice grieving the fate of tankers." Yet a tanker lik~ 
the Ar?o. Anchorage makes the same trip every. eight or nine days, safely. 

Th1s 1s a readable book for general interest readers, with enough details for 
peopl~ to take ~~ in-depth look at the oil spill issue. Nalder does a particularly 
good JOb of profrhng tanker crew members, putting a human face onto an -
Industry. . · , 

There are deadweight tons of information floating in this book. It would have 
been helpful if lists and charts had been included that could present spill and 
tanker information graphically. A map of the route of the Arcq Anchorage also 
would have been nice. 

There is no doubt Nalder has all the information and its relevance in h1s head. 
This book establishes him as an expert on tankers and their troubles. 

When, not if, the next Exxon Valdez occurs, look for Nalder on network TV 
shows, saying, "I knew this was going to happen." 
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APn 03/25 1244 BRF--Britain-Oil Tanker Copyright, 1994. The Associated 
Press. All rights reserved. 

EDINBURGH, Scotland (AP) --The captain and owners of the ta~~er .. 
Braer will not face criminal charges for the ship running aground and spilling 011 1n 
the Shetland Islands last year, the Crown Office said Friday. 

The Braer, carrying more than 24 million gallons of oil, lost pow~r and 
rammed shore during a hurricane on Jan. 5, 1993. It caused the worlds 12th 
largest oil spill. - . , 

The oil killed at least 1 ,549 birds, coated crops and livestock, 
contaminated some salmon farms and temporarily closed fishing grounds. But 
there was less damage than initially feared because rough weather quickly 
dispersed the Norwegian light crude. 

' The government's Marine Accident Investigation Branch blamed the 
disaster on the tanker's Greek captain, Alexandros Gelis. It also faulted aspects 
of the tankers design and criticized the Coast Guard for not responding 
immediately to the captain's distress calls. . . . 

Friday's decision by the Crown Office, wh1ch handles prose~ut1ons 1~ 
Scotland does not bar civil suits over the spill. It was more than tw1ce the s1ze of 
the 1989, Exxon Valdez disaster in Alaska, the worst oil tanker accident in U.S. 
history. 

UPwe 03/24 1804 
Environmentalists: New laws could prevent massive spill in California 

SAN FRANCISCO (UPI) --An environmental group Thursday asked 
federal and state maritime officials to adopt a series of new laws that would help 
prevent an oil spill disaster similar to that of the Exxon Valdez off the Northern 
California coast. ' 

The Center for Marine Conservation scolded state and federal officials at a 
news conference overlooking San Francisco Bay for not completing tanker traffic 
studies ordered in the wake of the Exxon disaster in Prince William Sound, 
A~~ ~ 

The group said because of the lack of an official plan, it conducted its own 
study and developed 1 0 recommendations for improving safety in the waters off 
the Golden Gate Bridge. · --

"Five years after the Exxon Valdez disaster, California's north coast 
remains vulnerable, with all ingredients for a catastrophic oil spill right at our 
doorstep," said Richard Townsend, co-author of the centers report and 

I 
I 
f 

I IJr 

Newswires March 25, 1994 Page 2 

recommendations. "Yet neither state nor the federal government has devised 
traffic plans for oil tankers and other large vessels to reduce the risk,s to our 
coast." , ' 

The group· found that more than 1,000 tankers a year enter the San 
Francisco Bay, many passing very closely to the Farallon Islands and the San 
Mateo coastline. · 

"Our proposal to revise the vessel traffic lanes outside the Golden Gat~ 
Bridge will increas~_ the distance between incoming oil tankers and our shoreline 
and offshore islands," said Marci Glazer, the report's other co-author. 

Among the recommendations were to force tankers to cruise at least 50 
miles off the California coastline when traveling to their destinations, to create a 
single set of approach lanes to the San Francisco Bay and stationing of properly 
equipped emergency response vessels in the Bay. -

Currently, those vessels are.stationed about 100 miles to the south at Big 
Sur. 

The group also called on the U.S. Coast Guard to improve its ability to 
gather reports on near m1sses so that data can be analyzed to adjust safety 
standards. · 

Using current Coast Guard data, the group found from 1989-91 there was 
one sinking, 27 groundings, three collisions, seven rammings and 17 near misses 
in the waters off the San Francisco Bay. 

UPwe 03/24 1714. advisory-tankerspill 
Editors: On the fifth anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Prince William 
Sound in Alaska, an environmental group has asked federal and state shipping 
officials to adopt a series of new laws that would help prevent a similar disaster 
off the Northern California coast. UPI will move a story. Contact: Marci Glazer at 
415-391-6204. 
UPI San Francisco 

RTw 03/23 2010 DIVISIONS REMAIN FIVE YEARS AFTER EXXON SPILL 
(Eds: adds details from scientist's· new reports) 
By Yereth Rosen 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska, March 23 (Reuter) - Five years after the Exxon Valdez 
tanker spilled 11 million gallons (42 million liters) of crude oil into Prince William 
Sound, scientists say the impact on the environment will be felt for decades. 

~'Already this catastrophe, in one of the nation's ":l~st pristine . 
environments, has rewritten the book on the effects of 011 1n temperate manne 
ecosystems," said Chuck Meacham, deputy commissioner of the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game. . 

He and other officials spoke on Wednesday at a conference mark1ng the 
fifth anniversary of the March 24, 1989, spill, which has caused an ecological 
transformation in the pristine waters of the sound, scientists said. 

The scientists' conclusions are not universally accepted. 
"There was a spill, and there were certainly some animals killed. But I 

think of a disaster as Los Angeles, where you had earthquake damage in the 
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billions and you had death of humans," said State Representative Joe Green a 
Republican. ' 

"We look at Prince William Sound today and it's corrected itself," he said. 
Government scientists say otherwise. They believe it will take some 

species decades to recover from the spill. 
Within a few months after the tanker went aground on a reef, the spill had 

killed thousands of marine mammals such as sea otters and seals as well as an 
estimated 300,000 to 645,000 birds, at least 10 times the total killed in any other 
oil spill, government scientists say. 

. Salmon and herring runs in the sound have been so poor that fishermen 
staged a blockade at the Valdez oil terminal last August to call attention to their 
plight. I 

J;Jew research .suggests biological problems have compounded in the past 
year, With creatures like sea otters and octopuses being replaced by a sea-urchin 
population explosion and green-algae blooms. 

Surveys from 1993 show that oil in mussel beds and in mussel tissue had 
not significantly degraded from the previous year, said Stanley Rice of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

. "If w~·re g~ing to wait ·fo~ nature ~o clean up these particular soft 
sed1ments, 1t s gomg to take qUite a while. It might take more than my lifetime .. 
Rice said. ' 

Oiled mussels are believed to be a factor in the faltering populations of 
harlequin ducks and other species. 

Also in the past year, Meacham said, scientists found what they now 
believe is a spill-linked genetic problem in Prince William Sound pink salmon the 
mainstay of the commercial fishing industry there. ' 

Laboratory tests found that eggs laid by salmon returning to streams that 
had been oiled suffered die-offs far more than did eggs from sal mort spawning in 
streams that had escaped the oil, Meacham said. -

!3ut sc;>me species, such as bald eagles, appear to be recovering well. And 
Exxon has c1ted the record salmon run of 1990 as evidence that the environment 
there has recovered. 

11Based on the research that we've done out here we have seen that the 
sound is essentially oil-free and the biological resources' and habitats have 
returned to what we've called the range of natural variation 11 Exxon spokesman 
Dennis Stanczuk said. , ' · 

.. He dismis~~d .alte~a~ive conclusions. 11A lot of those folks, as you know, 
are litigants, and 1t s 1n the1r Interest tc make things in the sound look worse than 
they really are," the Exxon spokesman said. 

Although Exxon in 1991 settled legal claims with the federal and state 
governments for $1.025 billion to be paid over 10 years, it still faces lawsuits filed 
by thousands of fishermen, Alaska Natives and others. REUTER 

UPn 03/23 1750 Greenpeace says Exxon hid spill's environmental toll 
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WASHINGTON, March 23 (UPI) --To mark the fifth anmversary of the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill in Alaska, an environmental group Wednesday accused Exxon 
Corp. of covering up the extent of ecological damage caused by the spill. 

''Exxon consistently designed its studies to underestimate injury and 
overstate recovery," said Dr. Riki Ott of Greenpeace. 'The results and 
conclusions are not supported by the data. 11 

In a report, "Sound Truth/ Ott criticized research by Exxon and the 
government, calling the methodology flawed and inaccurate. 

"Because Exxon's studies were designed to support their position of 
minimal~ long-term effects,,Exxon's data contribute little to understanding-of 
overall-effects of the Exxon Valdez oil spill on the ecosystem," Ott wrote. 

.. The report also said that government data "are not without faults, the 
central one being that many of the studies were designed to assess injury and to 
quantify recovery, i.e., the studies assumed resources were injured by the spill." 

Exxon spokesman Dennis Stanczuk dismissed the findings, adding that a 
class-action suit brought by Native Alaskans and fishermen might have prompted 
the study's release. A trial is scheduled to begin May 2. 

"Some individuals and groups experienced difficult economic conditions 
unconnected to the spill," he said. 

• 
11Many of these groups are plaintiffs in the suit against Exxon. They have a 

strong interest in linking their current hardships to the spiil. 11 
_ 

Green peace qenied the report's release, scheduled .for Thursday, was 
timed in any way to the suit. However, Ott did discuss her report at a press 
conference Tuesday, where she called for governmental action at the state and 
federal level. 

Greenpeace also used tne Valdez anniversary to address the issue of . 
global warming. Dr. Jeremy Leggett, climate change expert for the group, 
presented a record of climatic events matching predictions of leading global 
warming models. -

"If we bum the vast stores of oil left in the planet's reservoirs, we will not 
be abie_ to stop the climate cnange locomotive barreling down the tracks, II he-
said. · · 

But Dr. John Christy, an atmospheric science professor with the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville, says government satellites show no increase in global 
temperature. Christy has been recording monthly planet temperature readings for 
the past 16 years. , . , 

nrThe models do predict global warming, but the real data have not verified 
the models,'' he said. ~~what do you want to go with, fact or theory? 11 RTw 

03/23 0620 REUTER BUSINESS NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 1100 GMT, ... REUTER' 
BUSINESS NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 1100 GMT, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska - Five years after the Exxon Valdez spilled 11 
million gallons (41 million liters) of crude oil into Prince William Sound, Exxon is 
still involved in legal proceedings. 
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RTf 03/23 0309 BC-ENVIRONMENT-SPILL DIVISIONS REMAIN FIVE Y:=ARS 
AFTER EXXON SPILL -
(Eds: Also moved to general news desks) -
By Yereth Rosen 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (Reuter) - Five years after the Exxon Valdez spilled 11 
million gallons of crude oil into Prince William Sound,-Aiaskans are divided about 
the environmental impact of the event. -

To some, the March 24, 1989, spill was one of the world's worst 
environmental disasters, a cnsis that spread grief to Alaska coastal communities 
along its 1 ,500-mile path. 

~~Hundreds of millions of dollars of scientific studies have found it to be the 
most biologically, socially and economically disruptive-spill in history, period," 
said Riki Ott, a fisherman, scientist and environmental activist from the Prince 
William Sound town of Cordova. 

To others, it was a mere transportation accident that has been exploited 
by environmental groups. 

"There was a spill, and there were certainly some animals killed. But i 
think of, a disaster as Los Angeles, where you had earthquake daiTl_c:lge in the 
billions and you had death of humans,u said State Representative_~~e Green, 
who has referred to the Exxon spill as a 11SO-called disaster,.~ ~--

, uwe look at Prince William Sound today and it's corrected--~~~lf," said the 
Anchorage Republican. "·_·:-

- Government scientists say otherwise. They believe it will tal<e;~some 
species decades to recover from the spill, if they ever do. 

Within a few months after the tanker went aground on a reef, the spill had 
killed thousands of marine mammals such as sea otters and seals as well as an 
estimated 300,000 to 645,000 birds, at least 10 trmes the tota! killed in any other 
oil spill, government scientists say. ; · 

, Salmon and herring runs in the sound have been so poor that fishermen , 
staged a blockade at the Valdez oil terminal last August to call attention to their 
plight. 

But some species, such as bald eagles, appear to be recovering ·well. And 
Exxon has cited the record salmon run of 1990 as evidence that the environment 
there has recovered. , 

,_ nsased on the research that we've done out here, we have seen that the 
sound is essentially oil-free and the biological resources and habitats have 
returned to what we've called the range of natural variation," Exxon spokesman 
Dennis Stanczuk said. 

He dismissed alternative conclusions. "A lot of those folks, as you know, 
are litigants, and it's in their interest to make things in the sound look worse than 
they really are,u_the Exxon spokesm?ln said. 

Although Exxon in 1991 settled legal claims with the federal and state 
governments for $1.025 billion to be paid over 10 years, it still faces lawsuits filed 
by thousands of fishermen, Alaska Natives and others. 

Trials are set to start in U.S. District Court in Anchorage on May 2 and in 
state court on June 6. Lawyers have said they believe they can prove some $3 
billion in direct damages, and are seeking billions more in punitive damages. 

\ 
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The memory of the spill continues to influence political battles in the state 
·and helped halt a Cook Inlet oil lease sale earlier this year. . . . 

"If we are able to prevent more oil development from happenrng rn frontrer 
areas of Alaska, then we have learned something," ~aid Dorothy Smith REUTER 
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By Yereth Rosen -
ANCHORAGE, Alaska, March 23 (Reuter) - Five years after the Exxon Valdez 
spilled 11 ~illion gallons (41 million. liters) of cr.ude oil into Prince William Sound, 
Alaskans are divided about the envrronmental 1mpact of the event. 

, To some, the March 24, 1989, spill was one of the world's worst .. 
e'nvironmental disasters, a crisis that spread grief to Alaska coastal communrt1es 
along its 1 ,500-mile (2,419-km) path. . 

~~Hundreds of millions of dollars of scientific studies have found tt to be the 
most biologically, socially and economically. disruptive spil! i.n history, peric:>d," 
said Riki Ott, a fisherman, scientist and environmental act1v1st from the Pnnce 
William-Sound town of Cordova. 

To oth'efs, it was a mere transportation accident that has been exploited 
by environm_ental groups. . . . 

"There was a spill, and there were certarnly some ammals k1lled. But I 
think of a disaster as Los Angeles, where you had earthquake damage in the 
bimons and you had death of humans," said State Representative Joe Green, 
who has referred to the Exxon spill as a "so-called disaster." 

"We look at Prince William Sound today and it's corrected itself," said the 
Anchorage Republican. , 

Government scientists say otherwise. They believe it will take some 
species decades to recover from the spill, if they ever do. . 

Within a few months after the tanker went aground on a reef, the sp!ll had 
killed thousands of marine mammals such as sea otters and seals as well as an 
estimated 300,000 to 645,000 birds, at least 10 times the total killed in any other 
oil spill, government scientists say. . 

Salmon and herring rurJS in the sound have been so poor that. frsherme~ 
staged a blockade at the Valdez oil terminal last August to call attention to the1r 
plight. . 

But some species, such as bald eagles, appear to be recovenng well. And 
Exxon has cited the record salmon run of 1990 as evidence that the environment 
there has recovered. 

"Based on the research that we've done out here, we have seen that the 
sound is' essentially oil-free and the biological resources and habitats have 
returned to what we've called the range of natural variation/' Exxon spokesman 
Dennis Stanczuk said. · _ 

He dismissed alternative conclusions. "A lot of those folks, as you know, 
are litigants, and it's in their interest to make things in the sound look worse than 
they really are," the Exxon spokesman said. , . - , , 
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Although Exxon in 1991 settled legal claims with t~e federal and state 
governments for $1.025 billion to be paid over 1 0 years, it still faces lawsUits filed 
by thousands of fishermen, Alaska Natives and others. 

Trials are set to start in U.S. District Court in Anchorage on May 2 and in 
state court on June 6. Lawyers have said they believe they can prove some $3 
billion in direct damages, and are se~king billions more in punitive damages. 

The memory of the spill continues to influence political battles in the state 
and helped halt a Cook Inlet oil lease sale earlier this year. 

11 lf we are able to prevent more oil development from happei'Jing in-frontier 
areas of Alaska, then we have learned something," said Dorothy Smith Childers 
of Greenpeace. REUTER 
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