
TESTIMONY TO THE 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

by Gary P. Kompkoff, Chief and President 
Tatitlek IRA Council 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this written testimony to you 
today. The substance of my comments will focus on the Restoration Reserve, and 
specifically, the $20 Million Community Fund. 

\ 

In the early years after the oil spill, the communities stood by and watched 
as state, federal, and private scientists and researchers conducted studies in the oil 
spill affected area, who oftentimes did not let the communities know what they 
were studying or why. In recent years, we have taken a greater role in the 
restoration process through various projects such as the Community Involvement 
and TEK projects, the Clam Restoration Project, and several salmon enhancement 
projects. Although I feel there is much room for improvement in facilitating the 
involvement in the research, we have come a long way since 1989. 

The support of the Trustee Council in establishing the $20 Million 
Community Fund would mean much to the people of Tatitlek. I realize you 
cannot address the human element of the oil spill, which has long been on the 
agenda of the communities. Establishing the Community Fund would facilitate 
the involvement of the people directly affected by the oil spill through sCientific 
research determined and conducted BY the local residents, natural resource 
stewardship and management conducted BY the local residents, and would foster 
a cooperative working relationship between federal and state management 
agencies so that other projects could be conducted jointly by the tribes, state, and 
federal agencies. This type of direct involvement in the restoration process, 
would in effect, address the human element of the spill. It would bring a sense of 
dignity to the community members by contributing to the restoration effort, thus 
reducing the sense of helplessness that currently exists. For this reason, I urge 
you to seriously consider supporting the $20 Million Community Fund concept 
proposed by the Chugach Regional Resources Conimission and supported by the 
local residents throughout the oil spill affected area. 

I would also like to express my support for the Clam Restoration Project, 
the Traditional Ecological Knowledge Project, and the Port Graham Hatchery 
Reconstruction Project, which are all on deferred status. Your careful 
consideration of these proposals is also much appreciated. 



----~--------------------------------

In closing, I would like to include in my testimony the speech written by 
Walter·R. Meganack, Sr., just a few months after the oil spill. What he says in 
this speech should bring home to all of us the devastation brought upon the local 
people by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill and that we must not forget that the Native 
people of Prince William Sound, Lower Cook Inlet, Kodiak, and the Alaska 
Peninsula, who depend upon the natural resources for their livelihood, will be 
here long after the money is gone and the researchers have gone home. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gary P. Kompkoff, Chief 
Tatitlek IRA Council 

The Time When the Water Died 
by Walter R. Meganack, Sr. -Port Graham 

The Native story is different from the white man's story of oil devastation. It is 
different because our lives are different, what we value is different; how e see the 
water and the land, the plants and the animals, is different. What white men do for 
sport and recreation and money, we do for life; for the life of our ancient culture. 
Our lives are rooted in the seasons of God's creation. Since time immemorial, the 
lives of the Native people harmonize with the rhythm and the cycles of nature. We 
are a part of nature. We don't need a calendar or a clock to tell us what time it is. 
When the days get longer, we get ready. Boots and boats and nets and gear are 
prepared for the fishing time, the winter beaches are not lonely anymore, because 
our children and our grownups visit the shellfish, the snails, the chitons. When the 
first salmon is caught, our whole villages are excited. It is an annual ritual of 
mouth watering and delight. When our bellies are filled with the fresh new life, 
then we put up the food for the winter. We dry and smoke and can. Hundreds of 
fish to feed a family. 

Much has happened to our people in recent centuries. We have toilets now, and 
schools. We have clocks and calendars in our homes. Some of us go to an office 
in the morning. The children go to school in the morning. But sometimes the 
office is empty and locked. Sometimes the child is absent from school, because 
there are more important things to do. Like walking the beaches. Collecting the 
chitons. Watching for the fish. 

The land and the water are our sources of life. The water is sacred. The water is 
like a baptismal font, and its abundance is the Holy Communion of our lives. Of all 
the things that we have lost since non-Natives came to our land, we have never lost 
our connection with the water. The water is our source so life. So long as the water 
is alive, Chugach Natives are alive. 

It was early in the springtime. No fish yet. No snails yet. But he signs were with 
us. The green was starting. Some birds were flying and slinging, the excitement 
of the season has just begun, and then we heard the news. Oil in the water. Lots 
of oil. Killing lots of water. It is too shocking to understand. Never in the 
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millennium of our tradition have we thought it possible for the water to die. But it 
is true. 

We walk our beaches, but the snails and the barnacles and the chitons are falling off 
the rocks. Dead. Dead water. We caught our first fish, the tradition delight of all -
- but it got sent to the state to be tested for oil. No first fish this year. We walk our 
beaches, but instead of gathering life, we gather death. Dead birds. Dead otters. 
Dead seaweed. 

Before we have a chance to hold each other and share our tears, our sorrow, our 
loss, we suffer yet another devastation. We are invaded by the oil company. 
Offering jobs, high pay. Lots of money. We are in shock. We need to clean the 
oil, get it out of our water, bring death back to life. We are intoxicated with 
desperation. We don't have a choice but to take the jobs, we take the orders, we 
take the disruption. We start fighting. We lost trust for each other. We lost control 
of our daily life. Everybody is pushing everyone. We Native people aren't used o 
being bossed around. We don't like it. But now our own people are pointing 
fingers at us. Everyone wants to be boss; we are not working like a team. We lose 
control of our village. 

Our people get sick. Elders and children in the village. Everybody is touchy. 
Everybody is ready to jump you and blame you. People are angry. And afraid .. 
Afraid and confused. Our elders feel helpless. They cannot work on cleanup. 
They cannot do all the activities of gathering food and preparing for winter. And 
most of all, they cannot teach the young ones the Native way. How will the 
children learn the values and the ways if the water is dead? 

The oil companies lied about preventing a spill. Now they lie about the cleanup. 
Our people know what happens on the beaches. Spend all day cleaning one huge 
rock, and the tide comes in and covers it with oil again. Spend a week wiping and 
spraying the suiface, but pick up a rock and there'sfour inches of oil underneath. 
Our people know the water and the beaches. But they get told what to do by 
ignorant people who should be asking, not telling. 
We fight a rich and powerful giant, the oil industry, while at the same time, we take 
orders and paycheck from it. We are tom in half. Will it end? After five years, 
maybe we will see some springtime water life again. But will the water and the 
beaches see us? What will happen to our lives in the next five years? What will 
happen this fall, when the cleanup stops and the money stops? We have lived 

· through much devastation. Our villages were almost destroyed by chicken pox and 
tuberculosis. We fight the battles of alcohol and drugs and abuse. And we 
survive. 

But what we see now is death. Death -- no of each other, but of the source of life, 
the water. We will need much help, much listening in order to live through the long 
barren season of dead water, a longer winter than before. 

I am an elder. I am Chief I will not lose hope. And I will help my people. We 
have never lived through this kind of death. But we have lived through lots of 
other kinds of death. We will learn from the past, we will learn from each other, 
and we will live. The water is dead. But we are alive. And where there is life, 
there is hope. Thank you for listening to the Native story. God bless you. 

-- Walter Meganack, Sr. 



October 16. 1998 

Benjamin B. Enticknap 
PO Box 1086 
Haines. A.K 99827 

Craig Tillery. Chairman 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
1031 West -+th A\'enue. Suite 200 
Anchorage. A.K 99502 

Dear Mr. Tillery. 

u:nco ci At~o. noy u.enor& 
3rd JUdiC;i!l O.:;lr:cl 

It has been brought to my attention that you as chairman of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
are recei\'ing considerable funds for a ··Restoration Reserve.·· I am writing this letter to urge you to use at 
least 75% of the resel'·e funds for habitat protection by purchasing large and small tracts of land. I 
strongly feel that in order to pro\'ide maximum protection for wildlife and their habitat is to set aside land 
for that purpose. 

I work with the Alaska Depanment of Fish and Game on fisheries studies in the watersheds surrounding 
Haines. As a biologist. I understand that scientific research can offer significant information beneficial to 
the entire community. Cenainly many scientists desire the opponunity to study the area affected by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. lnfonnation from future research may show what species or areas of Prince 
William Sound are struggling from the effect of the oil spill. Unfonunately. no matter how paramount the 
findings. it will not benefit wildlife and their habitat if that habitat is not securely protected. Volumes of 
scientific research become purely academic if left to sit on a library shelf. I suggest that the primary goal 
of the Trustees is to purchase land to be designated as a habitat presel'·e. Scientific research of habitat 
affected by the oil spill should be a secondary objecti\'e. 

Lastly. I would like to commend you and your staff on the work being done to ensure that Exxon· s 
restoration money is appropriated wisely. Please continue to use this money in a way that will bring the 
greatest and most lasting protection to the biologically unique area damaged by our countries most awful 
oil spill. 

Benjamin B. Enticknap 



Benjamin B. Enticknap 
P.O. Box 1086 
Haines, Alaska 99827 

Dear Mr. Entick.nap, 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

October 21, 1998 

TONY KNOWLES. GOVERNOR 

PLEASEREPLYTO· 

t:1 1031 WEST4THAVENUE, SUITE200 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501-1994 
PHONE (907)269·5100 
FAX: (907) 276-3697 

t:1 KEY BANK BUILDING 
100 CUSHMAN ST., SUITE 400 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701-4679 
PHONE (907}451-2811 
FAX: 1907)451-2846 

t:1 P.O. BOX 1 10300-D/MOND COURT HO( 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0300 
PHONE. 1907)465-3600 
FAX (907)465-6735 

Thank you for providing your views on potential uses for the restoration reserve fund. The 
Trustee Council is continuing to evaluate the potential uses and comments such as yours are very 
helpful in that process. I will pass your comment along to Molly McCammon, the Executive 
Director of the Trustee Council, so that it may be provided to other Council members. Please be 
aware that the Council will again be discussing uses of the reserve at its October 27, 1998 meeting 
in Juneau and a public comment period is planned at i 1:00 a.m .. If you would like to participate 
telephonically please contact the Restoration office at (907) 278-8012. 

cc: Molly McCammon w/enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

BRUCE M. BOTELHO 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 



PEGASUS ENTERPRISES 
John S. French, Ph.D., President 

P.O. Box 1470, Seward, AK 99664, Telephone: 907·529·1391, E-mail: frenchpe@concentric.net 

EVOS-Restoration Office 
645 G Street, #401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Re: Comments on the Restoration Reserve 

The following comments were submitted previously and are being resubmitted at the 
request of others. As you know I was the Science/Academic representative on the EVOS
Public Advisory Group for the first four years of its existence. I think the formation of the 
Restoration Reserve is probably the most important initiative from the PAG. 

In the year since I originally wrote this many of the ecosystem changes have become 
apparent which have been expressed by low salmon returns and changes in other 
commercial species in Alaska. The continuing research on the effects of very low levels of 
weathered oil on eggs and fry also serves to emphasize the weakness of the traditional 
dogma we have used to elucidate environmental insults. We seriously need to learn more 
before we can effectively evaluate and manage the habitat already in public hands before 
we should consider "protecting" more. 

To get wisdom is better than gold; to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver. 
(Proverbs 16:16) 

Nature is a fickle master. One thing we did learn from EVOS and from recent years of 
trying to manage our marine resources is how much more we still have to know about 
them. By most estimates we have only identified a small percentage of the species in the 
world. How they interact, along with non-biotic forces, and maintain some semblance of 
local and global steady states is not even close to being understood. 

Much of nature works in long term cycles as the steady state gets pushed out of balance 
and change occurs to toward restoring a balance. Many of these cycles in the Gulf of 
Alaska are decades long. Many of the species population cycles appear to be related to a 
surface temperature cycle 17 years long. This means that the EVOS "ecosystem studies" 
looked at less than half a cycle. What goes up, or down, could be related to recovery from 
the oil spill, or simply responding to changing conditions in the environment. 

Many of us who supported the restoration reserve from the beginning did so because we 
realized that important questions about how the changing conditions in the Gulf of Alaska 
control the health and relative abundance of species, and how broader species interactions 
affect the well health of the species recovering from the oil spill, could not be.answered in 
ten years of research; no matter how intensive. We asked that a reserve be set aside to 
assure that the long term funding would be available for the long term studies necessary to 



unlock the web of interactions over which we must monitor recovery of species from EVOS 
and establish the background from which to build our greater understanding for the future. 

- . 

As long as the rivers run, as long as the birds shall fly. Our forefathers made that promise 
to Native Americans in treaties to protect their rights and lands. By 2002 we will have spent 
over $400 million buying land in the name of habitat protection. Here in Alaska where the 
government already owns the vast majority of the land. The management of parks and 
other wild lands is being cut due to lack of funds. Do we trust the government of effectively 
manage these new lands. If we do, where are they going to get the knowledge, the wisdom, 
or the information necessary to manage without repeating the mistakes of the past. 

Where have the salmon gone? Why are the populations of Stellar sealions and harbor 
seals healthy in southeast Alaska but endangered in western Alaska? Did exposure to oil 
cause outbreaks of VHS and icthyofonous in Prince William Sound herring? Twelve years 
ago pollock and cod dominated the Gulf of Alaska, today the flatfish complex is abundant 
and growing. 

To facilitate the answering of as many critical questions as possible an endowment should 
be set up from the entire restoration reserve fund. The following conditions should prevail. 

* The endowment should be managed by a new board including designated 
representatives of the Trustees as required by the consent decree. * The fund should be managed to provide stable, not inflation adjusted, 
funding over at least 20 years. 

* The fund should be used only to support research and monitoring projects, 
with emphasis given to integrated multi-disciplinary projects. 

* The fund should be restricted to projects in the broader oil spill area, 
including all the Gulf of Alaska. 

* No habitat should be acquired with the fund. 

A more streamlined structure should be developed to administer the fund following these 
general principles: 

.. The fund should be run by an Executive Director who is an ex officio on the 
Board. 

• The Board should include one member from each trustee agency. 
• The Board should include a representative of the University of Alaska. 
• The Board should include a approximately four public members at-large, two 

appointed by the Governor, two appointed by some federal mechanism. 
• Proposals should be solicited by an open process. 
.. Proposals should be reviewed by an open peer review process, not by a 

Chief Scientist with a limited review panel. 
• Grant management should be the responsibility of the recipient, and where 

necessary should be included as a separate item within the proposal. 

Justification 

Knowledge is the key to effective restoration. The justification for habitat acquisition as 



restoration is lined with good intentions. To truly understand the optimal balance of both 
marine and terrestrial habitats with other factors requires an understanding we do not 
currently possess. The restoration reserve provides an opportunity to make important 
incremental additions to our understanding of the biological and physical factors governing 
the stable populations in the Gulf of Alaska. 

Ideally it takes the integrated knowledge of generations to elucidate the whole picture. 
Realistically, if carefully targeted, multidisciplinary studies were supported over two ocean 
cycles, the incremental growth in our understanding of natural and anthropogenic forces in 
the Gulf of Alaska. 

By not inflation proofing the fund, and by restricting funding to projects investigating 
processes in the Gulf of Alaska, including Prince William Sound and Cook Inlet, there is a 
reasonable prospect that a meaningful amount of progress can be make in 20 years 
starting with a fund of $150 million. 

Although the management of the EVOS-Restoration process has become more cost 
effective over time, there is still room for cost savings, especially as the diversity of 
activities decreases. A streamlined board could still act on behalf of the Trustees. With 
appointments from each Trustee agency it would represent a significant part of the 
scientific and resources talent pool in Alaska. Appointment of a board member from the 
University of Alaska would represent most of the rest. Appointment of public 
representative would assure a broader perspective is represented. 

An open project solicitation process and peer review process would insure breadth and 
open mindedness in the search for optimal effectiveness of the projects funded. 

Requiring grant recipients to be responsible for the management, including external 
financial review, would reduce the overhead costs associated with most projects. This is an 
approach being used successfully by the Alaska Science & Technology Foundation. 

Humans do not do nothing, therefore it is important, if not essential, to understand the 
consequences of what we do. The EVOS-Restoration Reserve Fund can provide us with 
the opportunity to do so. 

Sincerely, 

JohnS. French, Ph.D. 
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October 27. 1998 

Rebecca Williams 
EXXON Valdez Trustee Council 

Via FAX 276-7178 

Rebecca. 
Here is the gist of my approach to the '·ininor spilr' problem th~fs been bothering me in Prince 
William Sound. I know it would be expensive but think it would be an appropriate investment for 
some ofthc EXXON funds. 
Please let me know if you think it is something which the Tmstccs might consider in some fonn. 
Oil Kruschwitz 
276·2190 
gilri'ijmicronct.nct 

Increasing usc of PWS and particularly. the increasing intensity of usc of those portions of the 
sound proximate to dcvclopml.'Dts such as Whittier, Valdez. Chenega. and Falls Bay cause the 
accumulation of l.'Ven '"minor spills., to become significant upon the commercial. recreational and 
ecological cll.-ments ofthc Sound. 

I am proposing that a system be developed or an existing system be enhanced to: I. encourage 
proper disposal of pollutants and 2. pen11it prompt discovery. notification. remediation and 
discouragement of .. minor spills .. in PWS. 

The system would consist of: 
1. PROPER DISPOSAL: Installation and maintenance of pollutant disposal facilities at major 

activity areas such as in the communities ofWhitticr, Chenega. Valdc7., and Cordova. if they 
don "t already have them. and conveniently located in harbor oriented facilities in those places 
as well as in activity centers such as fish hatcheries and Falls Bay. 

This objective , .. ·ould be achieved by installing pollutant collection equipment at 
. each location and providing and trained person to administer the facility. This 
function may entail as little as calling central collection and maintenance personnel 
when the facility is full or malfunctioning or as much as full responsibility for 
overseeing its usc to ensure that each type of pollutant is properly disposed of and 
providing needed maintenance. 

2. EDUCATION: To infonn and encourage people to usc these facilities and to avoid cvl.'ll 
··minor·· dumps and spills. 

This objective would be achieved by installation of signs at entrance points to the 
Sound. at the docks and other publicity programs such as inserts in bills. noticc.,'S. 
and licenses associated with activities in the Sound. 

3. SURVEILLANCE: People throughout PWS who are watchful for spills. ''"·ho know that such 
spiJis arc destructive and improper, who know that resources arc available to rcmcdiatc minor 
spills. who know that persons responsible for spills should be reported. and who know what 
information and matcrjals arc necessary to properly report and document a minor spill. 

These objectives \\Ould be achieved by: 
Publicity. including signagc at entry points to the sound. that spills arc dangerous. that 

P.Ol 
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they should be reported. that there is an effective system to report them. and what 
information should be provided in a report. 

4. NOTIFICATION: A method for these people to alert appropriate officials and I or 
organizations to evaluate the spill, rcmcdiate the spill if appropriate, and document or 
investigate the cause of the spill. The method of communication should be readily available to 
as many people as possible from as much of the area within PWS as possible. It should also 
be reliable and on~uty 24 hours per day. every day. And it should be secure to the extent that 
people reporting a spill \\ill be protected from identification and retaliation by anyone trying to 
prevent reporting of a spill. 

These objectives would be achieved by: 
Phone numbers. staffed 24 hours per day by persons able to contact the appropriate 
authorities or ag,:ncics (DEC has its 24 hour number fom·ardcd to Troopers when 
DEC offices arc closed). 
Increased cell phone access from throughout PWS to cnabl~ contact from currently 
blocked areas. such as the ar\!a west of Knight Island. 

5. INTERVENTION: Response individuals or teams capable of: a. evaluating the size and 
nature of the reported spill. its location, and conditions to determine the type of remediation 
response necessary and the means to implement it: and b. Documenting or inv~tigating the cause 
of the spill by recording necessary information from the person reporting the spill or by examining 
the site and potential responsible parties. 

These objectives \\'ould be achieved by: 
Spill response agreements between DEC and local communities and organizations. 
Designated and train~:d (hazardous materials, etc.) individuals who arc either located at 
points throughout the Sound (such as the pedplc responsible for ovcrsc::cing the pollutant 

disposal facilities) or who ar~ frequently traveling though portions of the sound (Tour 
boat crc,;ws. charter operators. lishcrmen. hatchery personnel. Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
etc.) 

P.02 
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As a resident of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill zone, I support the EVOS Trustee 
Council's habitat protection program. Since the 1989 spill, the Trustee Council has wisely 
used settlement funds to permanently protect fragile habitat within the spill zone. ~as 
the Trustees have protected from clearcutting and other damaging activities include 
Kachemak Bay State Park, Kenai Fjords National Park, AfOgnak Island, $huyak Island, ·,. 
and many sites in Prince William Sound. ··· · · · · · . ,· · :, .:· 

I urge the Trustee Council to continue these efforts by allocating 75% ofthe 
restoration reserve to protect habitat. The habitat money should be invested flexibly, so the 
Council may buy title or conservation easements on both small and large parcels of land. . . 

Protecting habitat is the single best way to ensure the long-term health of the .. · 
fish and wildlife resources which spill area communities depend upon for our 
economy, oubmlence needs, ...,...llan .,.d :ul~herilap. 

signature \'Yh.AD~~ d0ox.4 
Please PRINT Oearly: 

First Name «o.:c\0 Last Name u\Jed 1 CJA 
E-mail ryo_~G_ ~t e_ • ~-g:a 
s-~ \i~t lL rC1; ro. ~ 11-3 ~ .: ... 
city ttnc kl -~ ....... state O ... k .... Zip 99-s t7 . " 
Home Phone ~"l $$]~ . 

0 Check here if you are forwarding additional written comments 

--------------·---··-... 
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PETITION TO THE f5) ~ © ~ u WI 1'2 f[j\ 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPIL~ .TRUSTEE COUNCIIin) lS!.!:!) 

SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
$20 MILLION COMMUNITY FUND EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILl 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

We, the undersigned members of the Tradition Native Village of Port 
Graham, affected by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill of 1989, desiring meaningful 
involvement in the restoration of the natural resources upon which we depend, feel 
that a $20 million Community Fund should be established as part of the plans for 
the Restoration Reserve. This Community Fund, set up as an endowment, would 
provide into perpetuity the opportunity for oil spill affected communities to protect 
and preserve our natural resources, working directly with state and federal agencies, 
through a spill area wide tribal natural resource management program. This 
endowment would also provide the opportunity to protect our based scientific 
programs that are ineligible for funding under the current EVOS funding guidelines. 
Further, we the undersigned, understand that we are entitled to develop our 
capabilities and capacity to manage our resources and conduct culturally based· 
projects based upon the damage that was done to our traditional use areas and 
traditional lifestyles. Therefore, we petition the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee council 
to set aside a $20 Million Community Fund as an Endowment in the Restoration 
Reserve Plan. Restoration Reserve Planning should be done within the oil impacted 
area as opposed to Juneau. It should be done where Native communities have better 
access to the planning meetings. 

NO NAME TRIBE/COMMUNITY ADDRESS PHONE NO: 

1. "'_) "!''! "(}_;;. /t ('11/Jh~'N"' PORT GRAHAM PO BOX55oq 284-2ZL'Y) 

2. ~~~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 551( 284-Z26i 
u 

3. N • ,.& b\1frvN PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55;;3 284-Z214 

4. l \' ·vi~~ ~\- PORT GRAHAM PO BOX557<._ 284-)32-G. 

5. lfhk//fp. A . ..-~d .A.<. 
PORT GRAHAM PO.BOX55~7 284- 72 .t".Ad 

"Y/ 

6. <S:. .___ ,__._ C/ / PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 '=!:,.~ 284-~t'-..f 
0 ..... "\ -~ ~""" 

7. J 
:::::.... JZ. / __:;;;.:s· PORT GRAHAM POBOX55 ~& 284-~d-l<..f v-~~- - -'(!'J 

8. 
J . -

~· -~ t )] l 1 
i ;:---: itt~ru I · Lt ui{l'V1. PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 ;). '1 284-.23t(, ;;L 

9. /~ ~~ ,·.A - /. .. ?J&-l,......___ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284- J_J$4 

10. j)p£t..ll\ 1--\ ~rt~, PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55.!?5" 284- "):)E"it' . 

11. -~~~~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55~0'{ 284- ;;12sJ ') 



PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 3f 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 '/I 

_, k?J.PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 b 'f 
~·-

15. \&J: ( fL-- PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 (R5 

cA~~' J 
16. .'tlf!IJ'li,-n PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55}~ 
V' 

18. '\)(.\.;\:) ~(" \""C'\c.\Ylu \(er\ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55\:;). 

19 . .4.L A PORTGRAHAM POBOX55]v' 
,:./ /'_ ./ / , 

20• ~ ( NA J •V" J1IJ o.; fh,, PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 6 ~ ... 
21.1'B~t~ 

22. ;;. {'lA( ~~ rtL/ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 3>& 

23. ~ -~v tfvlfJ_ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 o 'L 

24. -~ ~-> J:1nJ ) ft2]JCiti·JWel( PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 33 

PORT GRAHAM 
: .. 

PO BOX 55~ 

PORT GRAHAM POBOX55 Y\ 
PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55£.7 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 53 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 ::7 3 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 0~ 
\.) 

31. <;:.rJ .... ,.,-? ~ PORT GRAHAM 

32. ~ fW JvT-:J:~r-.PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 ~g_ 

33. ~-\'v\cL .U, lj>oRTGRAHAM 
I 

PO BOX 55 (L-

PORT GRAHAM POBOXSS3!> 

-
35. r /}_. ~~ 

. A PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55~,0 

36· d ~ -111 4 n..E) h v---. PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 Lf ~ 

284-~<:?7</ 
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284-:/;(b7 

284- 'dJ\~ 
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284-2-/f_:l 

284- ~ ~ C:J:t, 
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284-
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284-.:V.Cfl 

284- ~;}..;)_4 



~ ~--=<=~- e.~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 4-S- 284-:? 2-73 

38. !lcz ... C;;;; . ~ .. .;; IL-C~t:·,)'!.--C. PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSSO I 284-i)S).? 

39c illJJ Af_rd_J \ (} t/7/atL; PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS 7 7 284- 2:2qL, 

40. -f/2~ ,, ~ 
Jv,~, ~t. f.-PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-]..2. '15 

41. ... ~i {\_ ~\c~JJ({._ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX SS5t- 284-

42. Vl/1;;. '..?. ~ ~:6 _ 
. ~t.-~'~ c,f;r -:--:;{£ tlJ-?ucrv-

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX SS1f 284-' 

43. (/.. :. l -7- l . (J 
) : /:.- Ll / t) 7 vt-L.-, \. PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS 284-

I . 

. ... fnlcJI~t_fl 44. JJ;L. PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSSJ1 284-

45. ~0 i'J. I 1,1 
-r~ /itZ. oilz": /Z. ./ 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 5514.- 284- 2.Z..3"i 

46. 
I / 

J·1c~;...,_ L {~A PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

47. (l._.-"' •L ]'\.1 a__Q OJ}! e1-1:_ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55£,. 7 284--:L.2J3 

48. 
1 . I.J'\, 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 ?-..2._ 284-2. <C:.t ·zv-tlv't cr:ft~v 
49. A J 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 2z. 284-·:R.ia/ ()r;J ...... 

so. f/aJN~~~ PORT GRAHAM POBOXSS25 284-ZZ';u 
.. 

51.( ri~t 1?AA. -· a.t1Yl ~ }?~ .)1 PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS 284-

52. rtv,r~ }:; tV1A ckf roPORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

53. td!~\ , iJc ·.tit Vu~ 1\Jl ~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS ~-~ 284-(.;J;).s.,.. 3 
54. (iJ, - v

1 
1 

H J J 11 J~t.:Vr PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSSO{ 284-~137 
,- . 

55. , - " c--· PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55{· { 284-{;)~.\~~ 
56. %-~·~--;;-. • ·""!"'* PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS bf 284-

57. /~ -~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-~ ~ '/£.. ~..('-::' ?"" -
58. I~ ;<~~il/k~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS 284-

59. iJ~J tl/7'7~~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS 284-

60. iJicJ~~s Q. ~e~Jcm $ r PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 1:, f_; 284-JJ. ~ ~ 

~ m~Q~LJL. 
. 

61. 
~ 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS 284--:-- - r-
'-' v / 



62. -Jt~t~ /!£~- PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS/3 284- . 

63. -t_ '· \ s: J;, h,A~ A(·. e, PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

64. ll~ &, (\~~tl "iv\(ltll. PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSS57 284-~~~1bb 

65. '?f.a#~ M~.;U: PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 )-,~ 284-

66. 
A ~ " .. 
~J.J!L A) !ht·---o~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 '{ s.·- 284-2-2-0 

. ~~ ..., l 

67. I -~---- PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-:l\' 1:.· ()~---· . \~ ''" ~ - v .t 
·~ .... '-' ....., 

284- ~ ;23'7 68. ~~ D1L~ /WlJri.~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX ssos-
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70. ./,,~ ..h ? ._£_ 
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71. R u \-n~,qfuo .tAo JI\CJ c~ J 
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72. 
I. . . 
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73. I~ ~tt\'\~---J 
.LA./ 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55'3 "3 284-2_1.. ~~ .. -
\ lcJ.) 

74. &~~MM·,~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-a3r2G 

~ r--
POBOXSS4iq 284- tt87 75. \A( >.A •• 0 Yr. ~'J ~ PORT GRAHAM 

.. ,, 

76. :a. ~ . .,......R~ £.-~~ . 1-v'"~/ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284- <.:2.. '\. \ 
!' 

77. -~~tV\ (MtQJJu.~b.~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

78. jp.~JJ/1}! !1. ~~ 
vv 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX SSt& 284-J~ 

79. 
IV' I '-' 

?Jz.c./1/J Jlfr. / J7b4/J?"rli .n J 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 5516 284-.». 2'/ 
80. J~~~dL PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55{,_, 284-

81. f J t,. ~tlutA_ l~()Q~Ju}Jo PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

" 
82. ·mill~w M~\~\L PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55'1,5<6 284~ 

83. R~~~lL A.b / 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOXSSz~ 284-22..17 

84. t M--.4 . v./ (} 
C.. 'flJ.-- J 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55/~ 284-~)..1 

85. 
.(; •J 

~~ .... ~. , '/h..~_J{~Ji 1:::/... PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-~/ 

86. ~ 1"-
u 

PORT GRAHAM 
. 

PO BOX 55 284-2 Z'Z..S-~ 
7.., 2.-9-



87. ~~--'!'Zih (IAA ::,~-£ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 7/ 284-

' .... 88. ~ A~. (! ~Clljl__ ~~:;J_ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX557; 284-

89. 0/J/uf'/;& ~ ~~,LA/~4* PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 J./7 284- 6( tl'/ '7 
. 1 I 

,, 
PO BOX55bg 90. t/~(~'}L PORT GRAHAM 284-d-dt{;L 

91. f?L/L_. ~.e:JM PORT GRAHAM PO. BOX 55 284-

92. /- ~ T /YU-. s ..;· ~(_@ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

/lj! / ..._ 11_ ,._ "'f l PO BOX 55 7 t{_. 284-,JJ c;y 93. PORT GRAHAM ltf(~ !!LA - . 

94. 7-kv 
l~ 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX55D·7 284-ZZ31 //.. h~-...__.:~ ~ 

95. 
I • I(;;MM:kihr POBOX55 ty 284;2"l?7 .I L,.......-. {7 

PORT GRAHAM 

96. ~ ~4t)A .. it. PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 y; 284-
/ -

97. !7w:trv/t;!.. ...---- PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 \ <)_.._.. 284-d3'.# y 

98. tft .r I 
dY\.tl-CL. M C>ra.t.,t.Q...y-~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 551:5 284-c:J];<i_ 

99. }~~'-" &!~;( ~ PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55j l 284-

100 _d.M .. u~.41_ k~U t? 

I} 
PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55~ 2. 284-

101 w CUAr.U J ~ __,-... PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55£/G. 284- 227.'-f 

102 ~~v,~ (~ h (Lru_x C PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55c!).{ 284-

103 
.· -, .J y 

PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-~-! ~v-d ~~-) I ., , . ,/-j. 
I I . ....... ' 

104 PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

105 PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

106 PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

107 PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

108 PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 . 284-

109 PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

110 PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-

111 PORT GRAHAM PO BOX 55 284-



PETITION ~0 THE EX~~N v;LUEZ OIL SPILL 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNC~ EE COUNCIL 

SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
$20 MILLION COMMUNITY FUND 

We, the undersigned members of the Native communities affected by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill of 1989, desiring meaningful involvement in the 
restoration of the natural resources upon which we depend, feel that a $20 
Million Community Fund should be established as part of the plans for the 
Restoration Reserve. This Community Fund, set up as an endowment, would 
provide into perpetuity the opportunity for oil spill affected communities to 
protect and preserve our natural resources, working directly with state and 
federal agencies, through a spill area wide tribal natural resource management 
program. This endowment would also provide the opportunity to protect our 
cultural and traditional diversity through the funding of culturally- and tribally
based scientific programs that are ineligible for funding under the current EVOS 
funding guidelines. Further, we the undersigned, understand that we are entitled 
to develop our capabilities and capacity to manage our resources and conduct 
culturally based projects based upon the damage that was done to our traditional 
use areas and traditional lifestyles. Therefore, we petition the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council to set aside a $20 Million Community Fund as an 
Endowment in the Restoration Reserve Plan. 

Name 



20. ____r;;:_~...ICL.L...Jc~~~t.U.....---

21. ~~~~~---=-==------

22. ~~£.............C~~~--

23. ~~~~~~~=----

24. ------l(~~~-----=:::::;~-

25. c---;:-.~.:..JF---~~~--

26. ~~u..:s....t~.........:::E.!~~~rrf. 

27. --'='""~,p.=..;;.~~~~---; 

28. ~~~~~~~'{::7L.-

29. --r"J"-~~--1..~~~~ 

30. --------

31. --------

32. --------

33. --------

34. --------

35. --------

-------------- ~--~--



FROM : L 

PETITION TO THE 

OCT.28.1998 11:18RM P 2 
PHONE NO. : 907 486 3361 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
$20 MILLION COMMUNITY FUND 

We, the undersigned members of the Native communities affected by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill of 1989, desiring_ meaningful involvement in the 
restoration of the natural resources upon- which we depend, feel that a $20 
Million Community Fund should be established as part of the plans for the 
Restoration Reserve. This Community Fund, set up as an endowment, would 
provide into perpetuity the opportunity for oil spill affected communities to 
protect and preserve our natural resources, working directly with state and 
federal agencies, through a spill area wide tribal natural resource management 
program. This endowment would also provide the opportunity to protect our 
cultural and traditional diversity through the funding of culturally- and tribally
based scientific programs that are ineligible for funding under the current EVOS 
funding guidelines. Further, we the undersigned, understand that we are entitled 
to develop our capabilities and capacity to manage our resources and conduct 
culturally based projects based upon the damage that was done to our traditional 
use areas and traditional lifestyles. Therefore, we petition the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council to set aside a $20 Million Community Fund as an 
Endowment in the Restoration Reserve Plan. ·· 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Tribe/Community - Address/Phone 
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FROM : L 

OCT.28. 1998 11:19AM P 3 
PHONE NO. : 907 486 3361 
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907-424-7780 

PETITION TO THE 
EXXON VALl)EZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
$20 MILLION COI\-IMUNITY FUND 

We, the undersiPti4 me.Dbers of the Native communities affected by the 
E:cron Valdt!t Oil Spill of'1989;desiriog meaningful involvement in the 
restoration of the nanu8l·~our:ces upon which we depend, feel that a $20 
~mlion Community Pun~· sbowd be establl.shed u pan of the plans for the 
Restoration RosctVe. This Community Fund. set up as an endowment, would 
provide inro pcipOtuitj tHo opPOrtunity for oil spill affected communities to 
protect and preserv& out iiaturalz:esourc:es, wOridog diR!cdy with state and 
rcth:r.tl aKcnde:., thTou&lfa spilli.rett wide tribal natural resource management 
program. This endown'~St would also provide the opport:tmity to protect our 
cultural and traditional diversity througb the ftmdirti of culturally- and tribally
baed sc:ientifio pro!P"alllil th4t are ineligible for funding under the ourrent EVOS 
fulXI..ini guidelines. Furtbet· we the undors~ Utldeclitand d1a1 we ate ctl.tillc::tl 
to develop our capabil.itieil.&l2d capacity to manage our resources and conduct 
cultu.tally based projects·baed upon the damap that wu done to our traditional 
use areas and traditiozill.li'estylu. Therefore. we petition tho Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council to Rt aside a $20 :Minion Community Pimd as an 
Endowment in the Rc~· R.oserv~ Plan. 

3 . 

.5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

40. ,, 

P. 003 



007·424· 7790 r.oo4 

B/:29/l'S:e 16:26 90'%24939 

29. ~~J.M!.LJ~~~~ 

30. =-T....:...;,.;o'-=-.Aiao.-~~....:.;......,~ 

31. \40~~~-+~~~ 

32. -I-L.J..I~~~~;,._,;,.j,_..c::::..:U... 

34· ~~~..J-_.1...~~-'-I--I.!....l ~~ 25- J.3 0 lo 
3~. -l:~:...._;::~~~~~tflX~~~-L...:~--!..,!;d-LLL. l e f'\ 1#;: J '2fj-:2J ot 



36. 

37. 

J8. 

39. 

40. 

oll. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

4&. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

so. 
Sl. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

55. 

57. 

H. 

59. 

150. 

61. 

1'.005 



r' 

,·_. 

'· 

15:~7 CHUG.:..;H PEGIONP.L 

.. · 
. . 

· .. PETITION TO THE · 
EXXON VA$Z. OIL SPILL" TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

SUPPORT iOR .. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
$20: Mti;;LION COMMUNITY FU·ND 

We. the undersignedmeinbers of thcfNaqve communities affected by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill"df.:l989~:desiring meani~gfu1 involvement in the 
restoration of the ~~ ·.reso~c~s upon which we depend. feel that a S20 
Million Community ;Furid: Sbould'·Pe established as part of the plans for the 
Restoration Rese~. Tb.iS.'Co~unity Fund, setup as.an endowment. would 
provide into perpetuitY the oppof.tunity for oil sPill· aff~ted communities to 
protect and preserv~ our ·~. ~esources, working directly with state and 
federal agencies7 through 'a spilLatea wide lribal·naturil resource management 
program. nus end~·wouid also provide ~e opportunity to protect our 
cultural and traditional ·&.y~ity"th.rough the funding of cultur~ly· and tribally
based scientific programs·that are ineligible for·funding under the current EVOS 
funding guidelines. ~~ we::tb.e undersigned. uixierstand that we are entitled 
to develop our capabili~ and capacity to manage our resources and conduct 
culturally based proj~c~··.~ed.upo·n the damase.that wa.s dooe· to our traditional 
use ~ and tracUtiOnalJifestyles. Therefore, ~e petition the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Couricll to·:set aside: a $20 Million Community Fund as an 
Endowment in the -~~rittion :Reserve Plan. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION 

October 7, 1998 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
EVOS Restoration Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

2291 W. Broadway 
Missoula, MT 59802 

P.O. Box 8249 
Missoula, MT 59807-8249 

(406) 523-4500 
Field Office Fax (406) 523-4550 

General Office Fax (406) 523-4581 
E-mail - rmef@rmef.org 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

In April I contacted you via letter and expressed the interest of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) in 
Afognak Island and the conservation efforts of the Trustee Council. This past June I visited Afognak and spent 
a couple of days. Specifically, I visited the Afognak Lake area and discussed the resource values of that area 
with officers of the Afognak Native Corporation (ANC). The area is an important segment of the elk habitat on 
Afognak but also contains habitat for other species; notably sockeye salmon and brown bear. We are in the 
-arly stages of discussing a cooperative effort with ANC to provide long-term protection of the Afognak Lake 
vatershed for wildlife, fisheries, and cultural values. I am hopeful that we may be able to facilitate a 

conservation easement with ANC that will provide for long-term fish and wildlife resource protection yet allow 
traditional uses and protection of impmtant cultural values. Tlie support and involvement of the Tmstee 
Council will be a critical ingredient if the RMEF is to be successful in this eff011. We arc some time away from 
a specific proposal, but I wanted to make you and the Council aware of our interest and actions. 

The RMEF is a habitat-based organization and since our beginning in 1984, we have cooperatively funded 
nearly 2,000 habitat projects in Canada and the United States, including Alaska. Our lands department deals 
with acquisitions, easements and exchanges on a regular basis and has helped facilitate long-term conservation 
of fish and wildlife values on nearly one million acres. 

We, therefore, strongly urge the Council to continue your excellent record of habitat protection through the use 
of the Restoration Reserve spending plan. Habitat acquisition is the best value for the general public, now and 
for future generations. I am optimistic that the RMEF can join forces with the Council and work together to 
protect nationally significant fish and wildlife habitat on Afognak Island. 

Sincerely, 

Alan G. Christensen 
'fice President- Conservation Programs 

AGC/dar 



Molly McCammon, Executive Director 

Exxon Valdez Oil Company Spill Trustee Council 

Restoration Office, 64SO St. Suite 401 

Anchorage, AK, 99501-3451 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

3~o/v-

CatheriDe Tooer 

16 Lenox Place 

Middletown, NY 

10940 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

I am 'Writing this Jetter out of eoncem for the Exxon-Valdez Restomtion Project. 

Through research, it bas come to my attentioo. that the Exxon· V aJdez Company is 

obligated to continue this project uoti1 tbe year 2002. This important project, which 

ineludes ntseareh on the recovery ofntBOlROS, species, and the Alaskan ecosystem, hu 

proven to be uofini.sbed. Some examples of this unfinished work is resoutte and species 

recoveey objectiws, out of the 30 studied OD1y the bald eagle has achieved it's teeovay 

objective. Similarly 1t reseamh is incooclusive as to why certain species such u tbe sea 

otters haven't fully recovered Furtbelmore, other species have such minimal information 

known about them that recovety goals haven't even been set. This tese8Ieh has proved to 

be important by the vast amounts of new information attained about tbe Alaskan 

ecosy~ and promises to potentiaJly benefit the universal environment through 

discovery of new techniques for restoration. Therefore I believe it would be non· 

beneficial to put time mstmints on a project of this type not ooly for the Alaskan 

---------------



environment but for the world as well. Thank you for your time and considemtioo. I 

would greatly appreciate a response with your thoughts on a pennanent restoration 

project. 



FESTIV 
September 16, 1998 

EVOS Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

C:C'D ·; 1 1on::: 
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"Tiw linkmncn First Familv" h~· Jfalculm Alexamlt•r 

. . EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

A Non·Proflt Community Service Organization 

Having spent a good many years working with, listening to, and learning from scientists and long-time 
residents of Alaska and other polar regions, I share their concern about the future of the North. Now 
past ninety-one, my own interest in the work of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Commission is more than 
casual. 

Your assignment is of critical importance to the future of the North, its people, and the proper 
direction of the region's potential special contribution to the rest of the world. You represent the 
major opportunity to assure that something genuinely meaningful and long-lasting is undertaken: 

What to try and why? There is no simplistic, one-shot solution that will make much difference, if any. 
Many "nice to have" proposals will be advanced~ few are apt to be fundamental and long-term. 
Obviously, however, there is a continuing need to know, to learn all that is possible about the many 
facets of the macro- and micro-environments of the North and their interrelationships. 

Such an educational undertaking to succeed must reach out to future generations. The process 
should be one to stimulate the intellect rather than centered only on emotion. It should provide 
endless occasions to observe, to analyze, to weigh and consider, to cope with problems practically, 
to make reason-based decisions to do or not to do. The exercise is long-term and vital. 

I strongly endorse, therefore, suggestions that the EVOS Restoration Plan include adequate provision 
for establishing a sound future-oriented program of research and top-level instruction of a few who 

_ would be in key positions to accumulate and spread knowledge of the North to the many. 

This might best be done through "endowed chairs" at a major university located in the region to be 
understood~ protected? ~d utilized wisely. · 

Dr. William R. Wood 
Executive Director 

Office: 
102 Lathrop Building 
514 2nd Avenue 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 74086 
Fairbanks, AK 99707 

Telephone: 
(907) 456-1984 
Fax: 452-8878 



The endowed chairs could be in various disciplines, mostly scientific, but not all. The creative arts 
that focus on natural forms add an essential dimension to full understanding and appreciation. 

Of course, botany, chemistry, zoology, geology, physics, mathematics, and all of the geophysical, 
marine and oceanography disciplines, so important in Alaska. 

But more. Work in anthropology, art, architecture, music, drama, dance, creative writing all have 
a contribution to make. The opportunity should provide for a multi-dimensional thrust. A cluster of 
six or seven such endowed chairs for associated programs would build a concentration of talent, an 
essential critical mass, each unit strong enough to compliment the others and together make a major 
difference in perception and understanding toward accomplishing the basic goals of the Commission. 

For this assemblage of the "top of the best for the top of the world," I suggest the University of 
Alaska, a land-grant, sea-grant, space-grant institution, with some very special tools in place: a world 
scale library, a state-of-the-art supercomputer, a rocket launching range, a synthetic aperture radar 
facility, a research vessel, coastal laboratories, and research stations with considerable remote 
monitoring capability. 

There is no other institution quite like the University of Alaska. It is becoming a well-recognized 
international research center and a source of information specializing in knowledge of the arctic and 
sub-arctic. It is the right place at the right time for the endowed chairs suggested to carry on the 
mission of.the Commission. 

Respectfully, 

~f,_.~ 
Wm. R. Wood 
President (Emeritus) 
University of Alaska 
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Rebecca Williams 

"Mary K. Janis" crom: 
ent: 
o: 

Monday, September 21, 1998 4:48PM 
Rebecca Williams 

Subject: EVOS Restoraton Reserve Funds 

September 21, 1998 

To The EVOS Trustee Council: 

As a faculty member in the Department of Biological Sciences at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage, I was enraged when one year after the 
oil spill disaster Exxon Oil Company extended an invitation to the 
entire biology faculty to take an all expenses paid train and boat trip 
into Prince William Sound to observe firsthand that the spill had been 
cleaned up adequately. We were advised that the news media was to 
accompany us on this little junket. 

Although several biology faculty saw this as a great opportunity to take 
a trip which they otherwise could not afford, I saw it as a public 
relations stunt by Exxon. I expected headlines the next day along the 
following lines: University Biologists Declare Prince William Sound Once 
Again Pristine! I would have no part in such a trip. 

The EVOS Trustee Council now has the opportunity to use Exxon money to 
right some of the wrongs created by the spill, to do not simply what is 
0 '(pedient, but to do what is right. 

) best serve the future of the State of Alaska the EVOS Restoration 
Reserve Funds should be used for a permanent endowment for teaching and 
research in areas relating to environmental damage created by oil 
spills. I would strongly support a University of Alaska endowment, 
perhaps for one or more endowed chairs at UAA and UAF, or for endowed 
research at the recently opened Alaska Sealife Center in Seward. What 
could be more appropriate than to promote ongoing teaching and research 
in order to reach generations of children and young adults who will hold 
the keys to the future of the wondrous and awe-inspiring marine 
environment of Prince William Sound? 

I implore you to think about the future when deciding how to use the 
EVOS Reserve Funds. Please support the mission of the university by 
creating a permanent endowment designed to enable and enhance the 
pursuit of knowledge, whether that knowledge be new knowledge resulting 
from basic and applied research or new knowledge created in the minds of 
our students as a result of our teaching. 

Mary K. Janis, Ph.D. 
Professor, Biological Sciences/Biomedical Program 
University of Alaska Anchorage 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS . . 

· :··1<X.ON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
·;-cH.iSTEE COUNCIL 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxo.n Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

' 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use ofthe EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment ofteaching 
and learning. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EYOS Trustee Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Group._ . 

Page _I_ of Jj_ 



A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use ofthe EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment ofteaching 
and learning. 

NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Ex.xon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Ex.xon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the genetal body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Trustee _Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Group. 

Page 1.._ of _fi 



A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF S';['UDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment of teaching 
and learning. 

NOW, lHEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

No. 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Trustee Council and the ~VOS Public Advisory Group. 

Printed Name Si2nature Date of Birth 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment of teaching 
and learning. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Ex.xon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Trustee Council and Jhe EVOS Public Advisory Group. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSE:MBL Y URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment ofteaching 
.and learning. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Trustee Council and the EVOS Publi~ Advisory Group. 

Page1_or$ 



A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) , 
ASSE:MBL Y URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITII THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Ex."<on Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment of teaching 
and learning. 

NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to ~e EVOS Trustee Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Gr::qup. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEl\1BL Y URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Ex.xon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self·perpetuating environment of teaching 
and learning. 

NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Trustee Council and the EVOS P!!~Iic Advisory Group. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, suc:h endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment of teaching 
and learning. 

NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: That the Assembly urges the Ex.xon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Ex.xon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

Section 2: That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 

. .to the EVOS Trustee Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Group. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment ofteaching 
and learning. 

NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Trustee Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Group. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Ex.xon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especiaiiy since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment ofteaching 
and learning. 

NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University ofAlaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students ofthe University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVO~.Trustee Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Group. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSE:MBL Y URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOW1vfENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS; the nonhero Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Ex.xon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment of teaching 
<llld learning. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union ·Of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Trustee Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Group. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF' ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many ofthe local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment of teaching 
and learning. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support ofthis resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Trustee Council and the EVOS Publi~Advisory Group. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many ofthe local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

·WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self-perpetuating environment of teaching 
and learning. 

NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to !Ae EVOS Trustee Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Qroup. 
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A RESOLUTION 
OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE (USUAA) 
ASSEMBLY URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL TO WORK WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA TO CREATE A GENERAL ENDOWMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESOTRATION RESERVE FUND 

WHEREAS, the northern Gulf of Alaska was impacted by the Ex..xon Valdez oil spill, which damaged the biological 
resources in the Prince William Sound area, and disrupted the economic and social life of many of the local residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council is in charge of restoring, rehabilitating, replacing, 
enhancing or acquiring equivalent resources and services in the oil spill region, and the accumulation of scientific 
knowledge to manage any future oil spill must be placed in a high priority within the Council's program; and 

WHEREAS, one idea that promises many benefits for Alaskans is to use these funds to establish endowed research 
centers and chairs within the University of Alaska, especially since these funds represent the last chance to create a 
university endowment with the oil spill settlement money, and 

WHEREAS, such endowments would allow research for restoring and protecting spill affected areas, and for developing 
and marketing education courses and patent for oil spill cleanup technology; and 

WHEREAS, use of the EVOS Reserve Fund would go a long way in creating a self·perpetuating environment of teaching 
and learning. · 

NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Union of Students at the University of Alaska Anchorage Assembly resolves: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

That the Assembly urges the Ex..xon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council to work with the University of 
Alaska to create a general endowment to the University from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Fund. 

That the Union of Students of the University of Alaska Anchorage petitions the general body of students of 
UAA to sign in support of this resolution, and on September 22, 1998, will present all signatures gathered 
to the EVOS Tf!.!stee Council and the EVOS Public Advisory Group. 
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October 16. 1998 

Benjamin B. Enticknap 
PO Box 1086 
Haines. AK 99827 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
6.J.5 G Street. Suite .J.O I 
Anchorage. AK 99501-3-l-51 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

It has been brought to my attention that you. the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees. are receiving' 
considerable funds for a ··Restoration Reserve.·· I am writing this letter to urge you to use at least 75% of 
the reserve for habitat protection by purchasing large and small tracts of land. I strongly feel that in order 
to provide maximum protection for wildlife and their habitat is to set aside land for that purpose. 

I work with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game on fisheries studies in the watersheds surrounding 
Haines. As a biologist. I understand that scientific research can offer significant information beneficial to 
the entire community. Certainly many scientists desire the opportunity to study the area affected by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Infonnation from future research may show what species or areas of Prince 
William Sound are struggling from the effect of the oil spill. Unfortunately. no matter how paramount the 
findings. it will not benefit wildlife and their habitat if that habitat is not securely protected. Volumes of 
scientific research become purely academic if left to sit on a library shelf. I suggest that the primary goal 
of the Trustees is to purchase land to be designated as a habitat preserve. Scientific research of habitat 
affected by the oil spill should be a secondary objective. 

Lastly. I would like to commend you and your staff on the work being done to ensure that Exxon·s 
restoration money is appropriated wisely. Please continue to use this money in a way that will bring the 
greatest and most lasting protection to the biologically unique area damaged by our countries most awful 
oil spill. 

Sincerelv. 

~@Ch!J~~ 
Benjamin B. Enticknap 



Rebecca Williams 

~=rom: 

ent: 
o: 

Subject: 

Donald R. Leaver II 
7935 Pipers Creek #203 
San Antonio, TX 78251 

24 Sep 98 

To whom it may concern, 

Donald R. Leaver 
Thursday, September 24, 1998 11:55 PM 
Rebecca Williams 
UA Endowment 

Please let it be known that I strongly support establishing endowed 
research centers and chairs at the University of Alaska with EVOS 
Restoration Reserve Funds. I am an University of Alaska Anchorage 
Alumnus. 

Thank You. 

Sincerely, 

Donald R. Leaver II 
UAA Grad '97 

vou don't need to buy Internet access to use free Internet e-mail. 
let completely free e-mail from Juno at http://www.juno.com 
1r call Juno at (800) 654-JUNO [654-5866] 
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FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, Alaska. Chaim>sn 

PETE II OOMENICI. New Mexico 
DON NICKLES. Oklal>oma 
LARRY E. CRAIG. Idaho 
BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL. Colo<a<lo 
CRAIG THOMAS, Wyoming 
JON KYL, Arizona 
ROD GRAMS, Ml!mosota 

:lOON H. SMITH, Of&SOtl 
:DE GORTON, Washington 
'IRAO BURNS, Monlana 

DALE BUMPERS. Arkllnsas 
WENDELL H. FORD, Kenluclcy 
JEFF BINGAMAN. No.w Mexico 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, Hawaii 
BYRON 1.. DORGAN. NOrih Dal!ota 
BOB GRAHAM. Florida 
RON WYOEN. O..ogon 
TIM JOHNSON. South Dilkota 
MARY 1.. LANORIEU, Louisiarla 

ANDREW 0. LUNDQUIST, STAFF DIRECTOR 
GARY G. ELLSWORTH. CHIEF COUNSEL 

THOMAS.B. WILLIAMS, STAFF DIRECTOR FOR THE MINORITY 
SAM E. FOWlER, CHIEF COUNSEL FOR THE MINORITY 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Molly: 

tlnitro i'tatrs i'cnatc 
COMMimEON 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510--6150 

WWW.SENATE.GOVI~ENERGY 

September 22, 1998 

EXXON VALDEZ Oil SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

I strongly believe it is time to focus attention of the remaining Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill (EVOS) funds toward a long term understanding of the Prince William Sound 
ecosystem and not on a short term goal of habitat acquisition. Therefore, I want to 
voice my strong support for creating an endowment for the University of Alaska from 
the EVOS Restoration Reserve funds. The creation of a University endowment 
stands firmly on its own merits as an excellent way to combine the goals of the 
Trustee Council with the capabilities of the University. 

In this regard, I am very proud of the efforts by Alaskans to create an 
endowment. Recent resolutions passed by the cities of Anchorage and Fairbanks 
show that Alaskans understand the value of their University in meeting the needs of 
Alaskan communities. Letters of support from UAA Chancellor Lee Gorsuch, UAF 
Chancellor Joan Wadlow, UAF Alumni, and University faculty and students show 
that the University wants to serve the public and has the capability to do so. The 
many other letters of support from Mayor Mystrom, and the Voice of the Times 
provide further confirmation that creating a University endowment is the right thing 
to do. 

I hope you will consider the growing numbers of Alaskans who are expressing 
their opinions in support of endowed chairs and centers within the University of 
Alaska at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you for consideration of this request. 



CHARLES P. MEACHAM 
CAPITAL CONSuLTING 

September 24, 1998 

Mr. Kim Sundberg 
Executive Director 
Alaska SeaLife Center 
P.O. Box 1329 
Seward, AK 99664 

Dear Mr. Sundberg: 

533 MAIN STREET 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 

(907) 463-3335 

I am sorry to have missed you when the Public Advisory Group 
to the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council visited the SeaLife 
Center. This was actually my third visit to the Center--I 
have enjoyed it every time. Dr. Castellini did an excellent 
job both as tour guide of the physical plant and in 
arranging for briefings from scientists using the facility. 

While at the SeaLife Center, I shared with Dr. Castellini a 
draft article on use of the EVOS Restoration Reserve that I 
was asked to prepare for a new outdoor magazine. The 
approach I was asked to take was that the reserve be used 
for scientific monitoring/research and education. Someone 
else was asked to write a similar article from the position 
that the reserve be used for additional land purchase. 

A portion of my article deals with endowment of several 
academic chairs associated with the University of Alaska but 
located within the spill area, including the SeaLife Center. 
I have attached a copy of my draft article for your 
information. If you think the idea has merit, I suggest 
that you consider contacting representatives of the other 
organizations noted in the article and see if there is 
interest in preparing a joint proposal for endowed chairs 
that the EVOS Trustees could consider. 

The views expressed in my article and this letter are my own 
and.not necessarily those of the Public Advisory Group. ,~ 
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Sincerely, 

Charles P. Meacham 
Principal 



Exxon Valdez Research and Educational Endow.ment 
Legacy £or an Oil Spill 

by 
Charles P. Meacham 

Beaches have been cleaned-in many cases, rock by rock. 
Hundreds of thousands of acres of formerly private land have 
now been purchased and placed under government protection. 
Restoration of Prince William Sound and other areas affected 
by the 198 9 Exxon Valdez oil spill is well underway. Many 
of the fish and wildlife species injured by the spill are 
now recovering. Unfortunately, for others the future remains 
uncertain. Yet, in a short time, all of Exxon's financial 
obligations will have been met and no further funding will 
accrue to the restoration process. 

Trustees given the responsibility for overseeing expenditure 
of settlement funds from this spill, the worst oil spill in 
the history of the United States, had the foresight to 
create a Restoration Reserve-a savings account set aside as 
part of a long-term restoration program. When fully funded, 
the reserve should total approximately $140 million. 
Trustees are now asking the public how to best use this 
reserve. 

Two schools of thought are emerging. Some believe that most 
of the reserve should be used to buy more private land, 
while others believe it should be used to endow long term 
research, monitoring, and education. 

Of the $620 million settlement received to date, nearly $400 
million has been spent or obligated for land. About 650,000 
acres of land including 1, 300 miles of shoreline and 280 
salmon streams will have been protected. But this is only 
half our obligation. Protecting upland habitat is only part 
of the job. Biological understanding of fish and wildlife 
resources is also needed. 

We have largely exhausted large parcel 
opportunities. For the entire oil spill area, 
15% of the land remains in private ownership. 
William Sound, private land probably constitutes 
5% of the total. The incremental restoration 
additional land purchases has diminished greatly. 

purchase 
only about 

In Prince 
less than 
value of 

My vision for use of the Restoration Reserve is that 10% be 
used for purchase of small parcels of critical habitat and 
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90% be placed into a self sustaining "Exxon Valdez Research 
and Educational Endowment." 

Interest and investment income from this endowment would be 
used (1) to fund programs directed toward better 
understanding and use of fish and wildlife resources, and 
(2) to inflation-proof the endowment to insure benefits are 
continued in perpetuity. With a $140 million endowment, I 
anticipate approximately $4-5 million would be available 
annually to fund operations. 

Elements of 
monitoring 
component. 

an 
and 

endowment 
research 

should 
coupled 

include 
with an 

environmental 
educational 

The monitoring and research program would track, and 
eventually help predict, ecosystem changes and lead toward a 
thorough understanding of how elements within the ecosystem 
interact with one another. The first lesson learned from the 
oil spill was just how very little we really know about this 
portion of Alaska-especially fish and game resources. Lack 
of information frequently causes resource managers to unduly 
restrict human uses of resources. Resource managers clearly 
need better information and increased understanding in order 
to properly set conservation priori ties and make informed 
management decisions. 

However, making environmental knowledge available does not 
ensure use by policy makers, resource managers, or those 
using the resource. New information must be transferred and 
applied. This can be accomplished through promoting linkages 
between scientists, policy makers, resources users, and 
residents of the area. 

Building a commitment to science and academic understanding 
would begin by endowing academic chairs through the 
University of Alaska. Provisions should also be made for 
participation by students who can be Lnthusiastic sources of 
energy and labor, contribute fresh ideas, and who can 
provide an all-important link between science and the rural 
communities within the spill area. Undergraduate and 
graduate stipends or scholarships would be linked to each 
endowed university chair and would be made available to 
students from the spill affected communities. Research and 
environmental monitoring field activities should include use 
of high school students from local communities, as well. It 
would also be beneficial for resource managers and users to 
be directly involved in both design and implementation of 
research and monitoring efforts. 
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Endowed University chairs could be located at the Prince 
William Sound Science Center in Cordova, the Sealife Center 
in Seward, the Fisheries Industrial Technology Center in 
Kodiak, the Community College in Valdez, and at the 
University in Anchorage or Fairbanks. Professors could 
occupy an endowed chair for 3 to 5 years, after which a new 
visiting professor would be recruited. 

In conclusion,. we must look beyond this 11 to the long
term productivity and use of an environment once impacted by 
oil. Maintaining the capacity of our environment to provide 
resources and services requires of us an increased 
understanding of our ecosystem and an ability to effectively 
apply this understanding to policy decisions and resource 
management actions. Developing and applying increased 
understanding of our natural environment is an effective way 
to serve both the resource and mankind. This can best be 
accomplished through an Exxon Valdez Research and 
Educational Endowment. 
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SEr-29-98 08:12 FROM:UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ID:91Zl74747571Zl 

Mark R. Hamilton 

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA STATEWIDE SYSTEM 

September 28, 1998 

2ll2 BIJI'OO'I.~CH !!LOG 
,._o, aox 7S&D:l 

FAI~EIANKS. ALASKA ¢9775-SO::O 
P!-<ONE.: (007) <17<1•7311 

FAX: (907) 47-4·~ 
eMAIU ~@olosl<o.ec:u 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Trustees: 

Beginning in 1993, the University of Alaska, along with a significant 
portion of the Alaska public, has been requesting that the Trustee Council 
maximize the long-term impact of the Exxon settlement through the 
establishment of a research endowment and the creation of Universitv .. 
endowed chairs in appropriate disciplines. Now, in 1998, with over 85% of 
the EVOS Restoration Reseriie expended, no research endowment in place, 
and no endowed chairs established, I urge you to seriously reconsider these 
proposals. 

PAGE 

Although significant research projects have been supported by the 
Council, many important areas of inquiry remain that can only effectively be 
addressed over an extended period of time. Additionally, there are significant 
areas of applied endeavor relating to spill technology, restoration methods, 
and ecosystem preser>ation that have been learned from work thus far that 
no\-\.· needs to be pursued and extended for maximum public benefit. 

The establishment of an endowment with a major portion of the 
remaining Reserve will provide a modest annual flow of funds that will 
allow, through direct grants and leveraging of additional state, federal and 
private funds, the continuation of important basic and applied research on 
the coastal ecosystem of the EVOS impacted area. Additionally, the 
establishment of selected endowed chairs in relevant instructional, research 
and/ or public service programs would further assure that the lessons learned 
from the Exxon tragedy will continue to be explored and discussed in 
classrooms, laboratories, public seminars, and community outreach 
programs. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA 

Although, it seems most appropriate for the EVOS endowment to be 
established through the University of Alaska, it would be my 
recommendation that proposals for annual funding be accepted from all 
sources, including federal and state government. To secure the maximum 
benefit for the state and particularly the EVOS impacted area, the earnings of. 
the endowment should support priorities established by an advisory group 
representing regional interests, including those of major industries, state and 
federal government, scientific representatives, and regional fisheries and 
aquaculture associations. 

PAGE 

I have tremendous respect for the difficult and controversial task that 
you have performed on behalf of Alaska and the magnificent region that was 
impacted by the Exxon oil spill. I urge you now to give your support to the 
proposal for establishment of a permanent endowment to assure that the spill 
response technology, environmental restoration and monitoring programs, 
and public education projects that you have initiated and supported will 
continue long into the future. 

MRH:dm 
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Chenega Bay 

Eyak 

Nanwalek 

Port Graham 

Qutekcak 
Native Tribe 

Tatitlek 

Valdez Native 
Tribe 

Chugach Regional 
Resources Cominission 

Testimony to the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

September 29, 1998 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this written testimony. 
This testimony is being submitted by Patty Brown-Schwalenberg, 
Executive Director, in behalf of the Board of Directors who represent the 
member villages of the Chugach Regional Resources Commission (Tatitlek, 
Port Graham, Chenega Bay, Nanwalek, Cordova (Eyak), Seward 
(Qutekcak), and Valdez. 

In 1994, verbal testimony provided to the Trustee Council by 
community members from the oil spill impacted communities prompted the 
Trustee Council and Restoration Office staff to look more closely at 
providing for projects which addressed concerns expressed by the Native 
villages. As a result, a wide array of community based projects have been 
funded as well as other projects conducted by state and federal agencies 
which address concerns and interests expressed by the communities 
themselves. In four short years, significant strides have been made by the 
Trustee Council in involving those communities directly affected by the oil 
spill in the restoration effort. However, the communities feel that this is 
too little too late. With the payments from Exxon coming to a close, and 
the projects winding down, the communities are feeling that the restoration 
of their homelands is nowhere near to completion. 

Now, there is an opportunity to continue the restoration effort, 
perhaps even into perpetuity, with the establishment of the Restoration 
Reserve. This also presents an opportunity for the communities affected by 
the oil spill to become actively involved at the onset in both the decision
making process regarding the Reserve, as well as in the projects which will 
ultimately be funded from the Reserve. Next year will mark ten years 

4201 Tudor Centre, Suite 300, Anchorage, Alaska 99508, 907 I 562-6647, FAX 907 I 562-4939 
A Tribal Organization Focusing on Natural Ruource lssuu Afficting the Chugach Region of Alo.ska. 



since the oil spill occurred. The communities initially spent a large amount of 
time in uncertainty and confusion, wondering what their future would be like 
with an oiled back yard. Then their uncertainty and confusion turned to 
determination as. they joined together to develop the political will to become 
more actively involved in the restoration process. 

The Board of Directors of the Chugach Regional Resources Commission, 
in consultation with the villages in the oil spilled region, have developed a 
proposal for consideration by the EVOS Trustee Council. That plan is to 
establish a $20 million set-aside (community fund) out of the Restoration Reserve 
specifically for community-based projects. The justification for the establishment 
of such. a Community Fund is threefold: 1) under the present system, 
communities must compete for funding with university, state, federal, and private 
sector professionals to get their projects funded. The differences in the level of 
expertise as well as the difference in priorities puts the communities at a 
disadvantage in the funding selection process. Although the communities would 
still be competing with each other for funding under our proposed Community 
Fund structure, the level of competition would be more equitable; 2) regulations 
regarding allowable projects under the current system could be broadened to 
allow for the funding of projects that are important to the communities but 
considered ineligible for funding under the current regulations; and 3) one of the 
main concerns of the communities is stewardship of the natural resources upon 
which they depend. A portion of the $20 million Community Fund could be 
dedicated to long term stewardship -- something that is very important to the 
communities but very difficult to find continuous funding for. · 

Other examples of projects that could be funded under the $20 million 
community fund could include habitat restoration, salmon enhancement, 
mariculture projects, spirit camps, youth and elders conferences, marine mammal 
and other community based research, youth area watch, continuing education and 
scholarships to encourage community members to pursue degrees in the field of 
natural resources, and tribal traditional natural resource stewardship programs 
and projects. 

Although a comprehensive proposal is still under development .stages and 
will have to go through extensive reviewand approval by the communities prior 
to publication, the· basic points are as follows: A $20 million fund should be set 
aside for communities affected by the oil spill. This fund should be set up as an 
endowment to allow for perpetual funding of not only community based projects 
but for long term natural resource stewardship as well. Proposals submitted by 
communities would be selected through a panel review process based on whether 
or not they meet the criteria which addresses the fund's long term goals and 



objectives. All the normal financial and narrative reporting requirements would 
apply to this grant program similar to the Trustee Council's current structure. 

The $20 million corninunity fund could be set up in one of two ways, as 
discussed by the communities. The first option would be to set up a public 
charitable nonprofit organization with a board comprised of tribal, state and 
federal representatives whose responsibility would be to administer the fund. 
The second option would be to add this money to the current criminal settlement 
account with an advisory board tasked with the responsibility of reviewing and 
making recommendations on which proposals to fund. If the second option were 
to be instituted, the tribes in Cordova, Valdez, and Seward are interested in 
amendirrg the language to include their tribal constituents. They are currently 
ineligible for this funding because they are not located in unincorporated 
communities. 

The benefits to such a community fund are immeasurable and would have 
far reaching effects. The local community economies would benefit, the 
community members can make significant contributions to the restoration effort, 
more locally determined projects will be funded; the stewardship component of 
the fund will fill a niche currently unmet and will provide a diverse approach to 
the restoration effort, including traditional knowledge and management 
philosophy, scientific research, and monitoring through a cooperative 
management regime. The communities will also have equal access to funds and if 
placed in an endowment, this will allow for long term restoration, monitoring 
and stewardship. 

In addition the our comments on the Restoration Reserve, we also express 
our support for the proposals submitted to assist in the reconstruction of the Port 
Graham Hatchery, the Traditional Ecological Knowledge Project, as well as the 
Clam Restoration Project. 

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to testify before you and if you 
have any questions, I would be happy to address them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patty Brown-Schwalenberg . 
Executive Director 



Chenega Bay 

Eyak 

Nanwalek 

Port Graham 

Qutekcak 
Native Tribe 

Tatitlek 

Valdez Native 
Tribe 

Chugach Regional 
Resources Con1n1ission 

Position Paper on the Proposed Uses of the 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Reserve 

The following positions have been adopted by the Chugach Regional 
Resources Commission Board of Directors at their meeting held April 27-
28, 1998, regarding the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Reserve. The CRRC Board represents the seven village 
councils of Tatitlek, Port Graham, Nanwalek, Chenega Bay, Eyak, 
Qutekcak, and Valdez, in all matters related to our natural resources. If 
you have any questions regarding this position paper, please contact the 
CRRC Office at 907/562-6647. 

USE- How should the money be allocated? 

In order to determine the state of the resources, they must be 
monitored on a continuous long term basis. This should be one of the key 
components of the use of the Restoration Reserve. In conjunction with 
research and monitoring, a long term management plan must be developed 
as a guide for taking care of the resources injured by the oil spill. Tribes 
in the oil spill affected region must play a key role in these activities for 
these programs to be effective. The local residents in the communities are 
the most knowledgeable about the resources in their respective areas, and 
as such are the most qualified to make management decisions regarding 
those resources. Working government-to-government with state and 
federal management agencies on a co-equal basis, the land and resources 
acquired under the habitat acquisition program as well as those currently 
held by the Tribes and Native corporations will be protected, preserved, 
and managed in a manner that is beneficial to all users. Community based 
restoration projects and some level of technical training and assistance at 
the local community level through a specific set-aside for tribes would 
enhance this effort as well. The existence of a set-aside for Tribes would 
alleviate the difficulty of tribes competing for funds with highly educated 
staffs from universities, state and federal management agencies, etc., as 
well as to encourage increased participation from the local Native 
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commumhes. Such a set-aside could be modeled after the DCRA Criminal 
Settlement Fund, where the review process is simple, and the application process 
is unencumbered. We believe that this set -aside should be at least $20 million, 
placed in an interest bearing account and be disbursed over a set amount of time. 
Projects to ensure continued communications between tribes and scientists such as 
what is being provided by the Community Involvement/Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge Program currently funded by the Trustee Council should be 
continued. Projects also eligible for funding under this $20 million set-aside 
should be cultural preservation projects such as spirit camps and subsistence 
conferences, beach clean-up, as well as projects addressing the human damage 
from the oil spill. Helplessness, distrust and disenfranchisement within the Native 
communities is prevalent and an effort to address these issues would go a long 
way towards healing these communities. 

In reviewing the list of properties acquired under both the large and small 
parcel land acquisition programs, we do not believe that continuing this program 
would be a wise use of the funds. Neither the federal or state management 
agencies have sufficient resources, financial or personnel, to manage the land they 
currently own. Simply purchasing more land will not solve the problem. Funds 
should be provided for management of the current properties now held by those 
agencies. Projections for the Afognak Joint Venture acquisition on Afognak 
Island are approximately $70 million. Other acquisitions are from $2 million to 
upwards of $46 million. The total amount of the state/federal settlement 
projected to be used for acquisition of $392.3 million, a total of 42% of the 
settlement. Because of the costs of habitat acquisition, we believe this would 
detract from the potential of the Restoration Reserve to address other more 
important concerns. 

Public education is an important element to any program of this magnitude. 
The notebook series currently compiled and distributed by the Trustee Council 
should be continued as well as newsletters directed at the general public in a non 
technical genre. The funding of scholarships and internships for spill area 
residents in the sciences and natural resources field would also be beneficial. 
This would allow the local residents to become educated in western science to 
enhance their knowledge of the ecosystem and provide opportunities for them to 
become leaders in restoration. 

Finally, as you may know, the five federally recognized tribes in Prince 
William Sound (Eyak, Tatitlek, Chenega Bay, Port Graham and Nanwalek) are 
currently involved in a lawsuit over the aboriginal title to the lands and waters of 
the Outer Continentia! Shelf. If the tribes prevail in this case, this could mean the 
EVOS Trustee Council may not have been entitled to all of the monies they 
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received as a result of the settlement, and as such, the tribes would be seeking 
reimbursement for those funds. Perhaps some funding should be set aside to 
address this eventuality. 

GOVERNANCE- How should key funding and policy decisions be made? 
A new board should be established with equal representation from tribes in 

the oil spill affected area, state and federal management agencies, and the science 
community. This would be a better balanced group than the current setup 
because it provides for equal input from all parties responsible for the 
stewardship and knowledgeable about the resources in the oil spill area. All 
members on this governing body should have limited terms with the possibility 
for re-election. Representatives should be elected by the organizations/tribes they 
represent. 

PUBLIC ADVICE- How should public input and public comment be obtained? 
The best use of the limited amount of funds should be to eliminate the 

Public Advisory Group and put some of the savings realized from this action 
toward public outreach and education. We have not been convinced that all 
members of the Public Advisory Group are getting information to their 
constituents, or whether they are there for their own personal interests or the 
interests of the general public they serve. When special interests are the deciding 
factor, they create coalitions and divisiveness. 

TERM - How long should the program last? 
Since restoration, monitoring, management, and research is a continuous 

process, we recommend that a permanent endowment be established with a new 
board with equal representation from tribes in the oil spill affected area. We do, 
however, caution that an endowment fund should not be established to perpetuate 
a top heavy administration requiring that researchers/Pis wade through 
mountains of bureaucratic red tape and paperwork in order to get any real work 
accomplished. The establishment of the Restoration Reserve and its associated 
organization and development process is the one chance to establish a user 
friendly proposal process for both the funding organization and proposers. The 
current process has so many layers of authority and bureaucracy that it becomes 
cumbersome and oftentimes resulting in delayed start times of seasonal projects. 

We suggest you review the granting process of the Administration for 
Native Americans, Department of Health and Human Services. This federal 
agency administered approximately $34.9 million in projects in FY97 to tribes 
and tribal organizations nationwide. The proposal review process is done by 
outside reviewers three times per year. No one reviewer can review projects of 
which they have any knowledge, thus eliminating bias. Projects can be one to 
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three years in length and are monitored by a staff of approximately 15 people. 
Currently they are funding approximately 283 different projects. Funding is 
handled through a national computerized payment management system where 
project personnel can electronically request their funds on an as needed basis, but 
funds cannot be drawn down if all the required financial reports have not been 
submitted in a timely manner. A six-month written report and a final report are 
also required. If you would like additional information regarding this model, 
please let us know. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments on the Restoration 
Reserve. We would like to commend the leaders of the EVOS Trustee Council 
and staff for their foresight in placing the long term restoration of our natural 
resources as a priority in the restoration plan. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Patty Brown-Schwalenberg 
Executive Director 
Chugach Regional 

Resources Commission 



October 12, 1998 

EVOS Trustee Council and PAG 
645 G. Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 276-7178 (fax) 

Grant C. Baker 
P.O. Box 240986 
Anchorage, Alaska 99524 

EXXON VALUEL ,.,.~:.. vr'ILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

RE: Additional Public Comment and Documents Supporting the Creation of a 
Research Endowment with the EVOS Restoration Reserve. 

Dear Trustees and P AG members: 

I gave public testimony at the September 29, 1998 EVOS Trustee Council meeting. My 
testimony was in support of creating a research endowment at the University of Alaska with the 
EVOS Restoration Reserve. It appears a few documents of support that were submitted may not 
have arrived in time to be included in the material reviewed by the Council. Since my comments 
were based upon the documents, they are enclosed for completeness and for your convenience 
while you consider what to do with the Restoration Reserve. These documents include letters 
from Senator Frank Murkowski, UA President Mark Hamilton, and one from me titled "Proud 
Moments". 

The enclosed documents, and several others supporting a research endowment, are posted on an 
Internet WEB site at: 

http://www.alaska.net/,...,baker/evos.htm 

It is a very simple grass-roots WEB site and was created to help the voice of Alaskans be heard. I 
urge all of you to review the WEB site and its documents. 

Alaska Governor Tony Knowles' letter supporting a research endowment was presented at the 
EVOS meeting and is available on the above WEB site. As you now know from his letter, 
Governor Knowles also supports the creation of a research endowment with the bulk of the 
Restoration Reserve, as well as an endowment for a small parcel purchase program. Governor 
Knowles noticeably did not include support for additional large parcel purchases. This makes 
sense since it would cause the other long-term needs of the settlement funds to be neglected. 

The term 'research' seems to suffer from the misconception that it is only measurements and 
monitoring. A few, mostly outside special interest groups, are concerned about the idea of a 
research endowment because of this misconception. However, a research endowment can 
provide work in several areas that are far more reaching and diverse than just taking 
measurements and monitoring. Research can also include development of oil-spill cleanup and 
protection technology, production of educational materials for spill response and rural outreach 
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programs, and integration of the newly developed oil-spill restoration and prevention technology 
into industry and rural communities through educational programs. After it is explained that 
research is very diverse and multifaceted, these concerns transform into strong support for an 
endowment. It is important that the Council be aware of the occasional misconception so that 
unnecessary fears and misunderstandings can be alleviated. 

Any differences between a research endowment established at the University and a research 
endowment controlled by a specially created board, or a combination of the two ideas, should not 
be allowed to distract from the importance, need, and numerous benefits of a research 
endowment. 

It is becoming well known that the $900 million EVOS settlement is not going to be enough to 
restore the oil damaged areas. Many species are known to have not recovered. The reasons why, 
and what needs to be done about it, are unknown due to a lack of understanding of the problems. 
What is known is that there are many problems that continue to exist. 

A point tllat needs to be recognized is that creating a research endowment, and the formation of 
a justifiable basis for obtaining an additional $100 million under the re-opener provision of the 
Consent Decree, are very compatible efforts and compliment each other. This point is one that 
the Council should consider when planning for the Restoration Reserve. The creation of a 
research endowment with the bulk of the Restoration Reserve provides a firm basis that shows 
problems, many unforeseen at the time of the settlement, continue to exist and sizable funds are 
needed to fix them. 

As mentioned in my attached letter titled, "Proud Moments", the creation of an EVOS research 
endowment meshes very well with the needs and purpose of the EVOS settlement funds and is 
the right thing to do. A research endowment would be a legacy of the Spill funds and of the 
Trustee Council. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Grant C. Baker 
Assistant Professor Civil Engineering 
University of Alaska Anchorage 
Tele: (907) 786-1056 (wk) 
Fax: (907) 786-1079 (fax) 
Email: afgcb@uaa.alaska.edu 

Attachments: 
September 22, 1998 letter of support from Senator Frank Murkowski 
September 25, 1998 letter from G. C. Baker titled "Proud Moments" 
September 28, 1998 letter of support from UA President Mark R. Hamilton 
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Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Molly: 

tinitm ~tatt.s ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON 

ENiiAGY ANO NATUAAI..AESOUfllCES 

WA:SHINIOTCN, 0C 20!1to-61SO 

W!/NI/,SI!NATE.GOV/-ENiiFIGY 

September 22, 1998 

I strongly believe it is time to focus attention of the remaining Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill (EVOS) funds toward a long term understanding of the Prince William Sound 
ecosystem and not on a short term goal of habitat acquisition. Therefore, I want to 
voice my strong support for creating an endowment for the University of Alaska from 
the EVOS Restoration Reserve f\mds. The creation of a University endowment 
stands firmly on its own merits as an excellent way to combine the goals of the 
Trustee Council with the capabilities of the University. 

In this regard, I am very proud of the efforts by Alaskans to create an 
endowment: Recent resolutions passed by the cities of Anchorage and Fairbanks 
show that Alaskans understand the value of their University in meeting the needs of 
Alaskan communities. Letters of support from UAA Chancellor Lee Gorsuch, UAF 
Chancellor Joan Wadlow, UAF Alumni, and University faculty and students show 
that the University wants to serve the public and has the capability to do so. The 
many other.letters of support from Mayor Mystrom, and the Voice of the Times 
provide further confirmation.that creating a University endowment is the right thing 
to do. 

I hope you will consider the growing numbers of Alaskans who are expressing 
their opinions in support of endowed chairs and centers within the University of 
Alaska at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you for consideration of this request. 

~ ......... H. Murkowsld 
hairman 



Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G. Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Grant C. Baker 
P.O. Box 240986 
Anchorage, Alaska 99524 
(907) 786-1056 

September 25, 1998 

RE: "Proud Moments"- The effort to create an endowment for the 
University of Alaska from the EVOS Restoration Reserve funds. 

Dear Molly: 

In the past few months, there has been growing support from Alaskans to create a 
research endowment for the University of Alaska from the EVOS Restoration Reserve. The 
benefits of the plan are so plentiful, and mesh so well with the needs and purpose ofthe EVOS 
settlement funds, that an endowment seems to be a natural thing to do. 

Recent editorials have appeared in the Anchorage Daily News concerning the use of 
chemical dispersants among other tools for oil-spill cleanup. Television news stories have 
recently reported on oil-spill response teams and cleanup equipment. A news-article appeared 
in today's Anchorage Daily News about a near miss between an oil tanker and another vessel in 
Prince William Sound. These recent discussions about oil spill recovery and mishaps highlight 
the continued need for improving cleanup and restoration technology. Work in these areas is 
ideally suited for our University. 

Research can be many things. In this case, research happens to be what is needed most 
from the EVOS funds for recovery. Research refers to studies of the marine ecosystem as well 
as developing practical technology and methods for restoration, cleanup, and protection from oil 
damage. Such research would help Alaskan waters recover from the 1989 Exxon oil spill. 
Furthermore, cleanup technology developed for Alaska would benefit recovery throughout the 
world where oil spills have occurred and will likely happen again. 

Among the many Alaskans that have voiced their support for creating an endowment, 
there are some individuals and groups that deserve special mention. Foremost, James King a 
1949 UAF graduate and retired state biologist living in Juneau deserves special recognition for 
his efforts. Mr. King is a member of the Public Advisory Group for the Trustee Council. He has 
spent many hours encouraging the creation of an endowment. UAF can be very proud of Mr. 
King for his perseverance to do a good thing for all Alaskans. 
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Anchorage Assembly members created and passed a resolution to support a University 
endowment this past summer. Several assembly members stepped forward and asked to be co
sponsors. It was a proud moment to see public representatives of all political backgrounds put 
aside their differences on other issues and act for the good of Alaskans when it was needed. The 
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce passed similar resolutions of support in 1993 and 
again recently. Anchorage Mayor Rick Mystrom and his office stepped forward and helped with 
their support. 

UAA Chancellor Lee Gorsuch was one of the first University leaders to act this year 
when he sub.mitted his letter of support last April. Since then many more letters of support have 
been submitted such as from UAF Chancellor Joan Wadlow, University alumni, and University 
faculty and students. This shows the University recognizes the importance of an endowment to 
serve the needs of the public and to satisfy its mission to teach and learn . 

. The Restoration Reserve represents the last opportunity to create a permanent endowment 
for the University since it is the last of the EVOS settlement funds. This is a rare opportunity to 
do something that promises many benefits for all Alaskans in perpetuity. 

The Trustee Council members should be applauded for their endurance serving on the 
Council for the good part of a decade. Now, Council members are faced with making the 
important decision about the Restoration Reserve. Standing up to create a University 
endowment will take courage and wisdom. It would be an enduring legacy of the Trustee 
Council for all Alaskans. Creating an endowment would be an accomplishment that would make 
the Trustee Council and all Alaskans very proud. 

Sincerely, 

Grant C. Baker 
UAA engineering faculty, 
UAF alumni, and commercial fisherman 

2 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, .AK 99501 

Dear Trustees: 

Beginning in 1993, the Univ:ersity of Alaska, along mth a significant 
portion of the Alaska public, has been requesting that the Trustee Council .. 
maximize the long-tenn h::npact of the &;,;on· settlement through the 
establishment of a research endowment and the creation of University 
endowed c:h$'s in appropriate disciplines. Now, in 1998, with over 85% of 
the EVOS Restoration Reserve expended, no research endowment in place, 
and no endm..;ed chairs established, I urge you to seriously reconsider these 
proposals. 

Although significant research projects have been supported by the 
Council, many important areas of inquiry remain that can only effectively be 
addressed over an extended period of time. Additionally, there are significant 
areas of applied endeaYor relating to spill technology, restoration methods., 
and ecosystem preservation that have been learned from work thus far that 
no-w· needs to be pursued and extended for maximum public benefit. 

The establishment of an endo1.vment "t..rith a major portion of the 
remaining Reserve will provide a modest annual flow of funds that \vill 
allow, through direct grants and Ie~;e:raging of additional state, federal and 
private funds, the continuation of ilnportant basic and applied research on 
the coastal ecosystem of the EVOS impacted area. Additionally, the. 
establishment of selected endowed chairs in rele"·ant instructional, research 
and/ or public service programs wolll:d further assure that the lessons learned 
from the Exxon tragedy will continue to be explored and discussed in 
classrooms, laboratories, public seminars,. and community outreach 
programs. 
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Although, it seems most appropriate for the EVOS endoWment to be 
established through the University of Alaska, it would be my 
recommendation that proposals for aM.Ual funding be accepted from all 
sources, including federal and state government. To secure the maximum 
benefit for the state and partic:ularly the EVOS impacted area, the ea.mings of. 
the endowment should support priorities established by an advisory group 
representing regional :interests, including those of major industries, state and 
federal government, scientific representatives, and regional fisheries and 
aquaculture associations. 

I have tremendous respect for the difficult and controversial task that 
you have performed on behalf of Alaska and the magnificent region that was 
impacted by the Exxon oil spill. I urge you now to give your support to the 
proposal for establishment of a permanent endo·wment to assure that the spill 
response technology, environmental restoration and monitoring programs, 
and public educ:ation projects that you have initiated and supported will 
continue long into the future. 

MRH:dm 
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November 25, 1998 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 I 

Dear Council Member: 

Gil Kruschwitz 
13034 Bates Circle 
Anchorage) Alaska 99515 
(907) 345-0871 
gil@micronet.net 

I started boating in Prince William Sound in 1974 and have seen the amounts of solid and liquid 
waste increase with increasing use of the Sound. Increasing intensity of use of those portions of 
the sound proximate to developments such as Whittier, Valdez, Chenega, and Falls Bay cause the 
accumulation of even "minor spills" to become significant upon the commercial, recreational and 
ecological elements of the Sound. This increase is likely to accelerate with completion of the 
"Road to Whittier", expansion of Whittier Harbor and other planned developments in the Sound. 

In addition to my observations, I have spoken with several people with the Coast Guard in 
Anchorage, Valdez and Juneau: Alaska Department of Natural Resources; Several people with 
DEC; and the Harbormaster's offices in Whittier and Valdez. I have also reviewed the Prince 
William Sound Waste Management Plan and have learned the following: 

At least one person at DEC thinks that discharges - especially oil - from boats is a huge problem 
and will likely become worse with more use of the sound. She said that there needs to be more 
public awareness and reporting, and that reporting that is coming in now is often too late to do 
any good, but with reports of spill and names of boats in the area the state could follow up with a 
notice to boaters that a spill was seen in their proximity. 

The EXXON Valdez Trustees Council funded a Sound Waste Management Plan through PWS 
Economic Development Council. Also, the EVTC also funded collection facilities in Chenega, 
Cordova, Valdez and Whittier. The Waste Management Plan report noted that chronic pollution 
from community sources is believed to have significant adverse effects on the marine 
environment; refined petroleum products are very toxic to fish and wildlife, and the cumulative 
effects of chronic marine pollution can substantially increase the stress on fish and wildlife 
resources. With regard to the mortality of seabirds, chronic marine pollution is believed to be at 
least as important as large-scale spills. 

The people I spoke with all indicated that pollution from oil products and other products 
including sewage is still a problem and should be addressed further. Valdez Harbor has 
continued to expand collection and enforcement efforts but reports that even with their expanded 
efforts and improved facilities, use of proper disposal facilities is not as high as it should be. 

It is clear that the issues of cost, convenience and enforcement must be dealt with. 

I think a system should be developed or an existing system be enhanced to: 
1. encourage proper disposal of pollutants and 
2. permit prompt discovery, notification, remediation and discouragement of "minor 

spills" in PWS. 



This would. help restore the resources injured by the 1989 Exxon Valdez Spill by protecting them 
from further stress (liberal paraphrase from your PWS waste management report) and would 
consist of the following elements: 

•EDUCATION 
•REDUCED COST AND GREATER CONVENIENCE 
•ENFORCEMENT 
•PREVENTION 

EDUCATION 
Education is critical to all aspects of this system. Compliance will be higher if people are more 
informed of the need to keep pollutants out of the environment, of regulations concemif!.g 
disposal of pollutants, and of the opportunities for properly disposing of various pollutants. This 
will result in decreased pollution at lower cost. : 

1. Therefor, we should inform and encourage peopkto use these facilities and to avoid even 
"minor" dumps and spills. 

Most people know it is illegal to discharge any amount of oil or oil product (other 
than from specific exemptions such as nonrially running outboards) into Prince 
William Sound., 

Vecy few of the people I spoke with know it is illegal for boats to· discharge raw 
sewage into the Sound- though one person at DEC did say that boaters are asked to 
do so as far from shore as possible to avoid contaminating shellfi~h beds. There also 
seems to be some difference of opinion as to what constitutes treated sewage and 
specifically whether chemicals poured into a boat's holding tank satisfy this 
requirement. 

Greater public awareness could be achieved by making proper disposal a condition 
of use of the Sound by incorporating requirements for the provision of proper 
facilities and requirements for proper disposal of pollutants in all State 
licenses, leases, permits, and resource planning policies. Installation ofsigns at 
entrance points to the Sound, at the docks and other publicity programs such as 
inserts in bills, notices, and licenses associated with activities in the Sound should be 
expanded. 
l 

REDUCED COST AND GREATER CONVENIENCE 
Both of these items can be addressed by the provision oflocal disposal sites available to boat 
operators at no or low cost. 

Installation and maintenance of adequate pollutant disposal facilities at major activity areas such 
as in the communities of Whittier, Chenega, Valdez, and Cor~ova, which do have some facilities 
in place, and conven,iently located in harbor oriented facilities in those places as well as in 
activity centers such as fish hatcheries, Falls Bay, arid any other locations which may be. 
developed in the future as sources of marine activity .. 



There are on-shore oil-product disposal facilities (including those which you funded) 
in Whittier, Chenega, Cordova, Tatitlek and Valdez. I understand that some of these 
may be able to take oil directly from a floating boat. However, most eX-isting 
facilities are apparently not able to handle gasoline, paint thinners, anti-freeze, 
emulsified oil or solids effectively. . · 

To what extent are they being used? Can they be made more effective by locating 
facilities at fuel docks and on boats capable of off-loading the boats while they are 
docked? 

Sewage pump-out facilities are provided in Valdez and Whittier (I don't know about 
Cordova or Clienega)- though a person I spoke with at the Coast Guard said their 
cutter has had to leave the harbor and the Sound to dump its holding tanks and the 
pump facility in the Whittier Small Boat Harbor, the pump-out is on "B" float, which 
seems to be full all summer. It is (!specially critical for sewage disposal facilities to 
be convenient. 

I suggest that the EVOS Trustees consider funding additional collection facilities in more 
convenient locations and/or on mobile units to permit boats to be pumped without the need to 
leave their dock. · 

ENFORCEMENT 
. The facilities constructed and operated as a r,esult of your Prince William Sound Waste 

Management Plan sought to "reduce the flow of used oil into PWS from vessels, boats, vehicles 
and other community-based sources due to lack of sufficient management and equipment". The 
people I spoke with at DEC, the Coast Guard, and others all pointed out that the lack of 

. enforcement resources lessens the utility of even very effective facilities. will be enhanced by: 

. . ' 

l. Surveillance: People throughout PWS who are watchful for spills, who know that such spills 
are destructive and improper, who knowthat resources are available to remediate minor 
spills,-who know that persons responsible for spills should be reported, and'who know what 
information and materials are necessary to properly report &nd document a minor spill. 

These objectives would be achieved by the education component of publicity, . 
including signs at entry points to the sound concerning regulations on spills or 
dumping of various pollutants, and pointing out that spills are dangerous, that they 
should be reported, that there is an effective systemJo report them, ;md what . 
information should be provided in a report. · 

This will provide increasing motivation for people to comply with disposal 
regulations even when they are in are&s outside the immediate view of enforcement 
authorities. .. · · 

2. Notification: A method for these people to alert appropriate officials and I or organizations 
to evaluate the spill, remediate the spill if appropriate, artd document or investigate the cause 
of the spill. The method of communication shouli:l be readily available to as many people as 
possible from as much of the area within PWS as possible . .It should also be reliable and on
duty 24 hours per day, every day. And it should be ~ecure to the extent that people reporting 

· a spill will be protected from identification and retaliation by anyone trying to prevent 
· reporting of a spill.. · 



These objectives would be achieved by: 
Phone numbers, staffed 24 hours per day by persons able to contact the appropriate 
authorities or agencies (DEC has its 24 hour number forwarded to Troopers when 
DEC offices are closed). 
Increased cell phone access from throughout PWS to enable contact from currently 
blocked areas. 

The people ans\vering the phone should be familiar with (or able to properly refer 
callers to people familiar with) discharge limitations for all materials. 

3. Intervention: Response individuals or teams capable of: a. evaluating the size and nature of 
the reported spi ll, its location, and conditions to determine the type of remediation response 
necessary and the means to implement it; and b. Documenting or investigating the cause of 
the spill by recording necessary information from the person reporting the spill or by 
examining the site and potentia l responsible parties. 

These objectives would be achieved by: 
Spill response agreements between DEC and local communities and organizations. 
Designated and trained (hazardous materials, etc.) individuals who are either 
located at points throughout the Sound (such as the people respons ible for overseeing the 
pollutant disposal facilities) or who are frequently traveling though portions of the sound 
(Tour boat crews, charter operators, fishermen, hatchery personnel, Coast Guard 
Auxi liary, etc.) 

PREVENTION 
The state should adopt planning policies and resource licensing procedures to: 

Require adequate disposal facilities, management and enforcement as conditions for any 
land transfers, leases, or permits for uses which will attract or increase marine activity in 
the sound. 
Require use (perhaps including proof of use) of proper disposal facilities by anyone 
using state resources in Prince William Sound, including the waters of Prince William 
Sound. 

I hope such a system of education, reduced cost- increased convenience, enforcement, and 
prevention will help protect Prince William Sound from increased degradation. 

Thank you for your cons ideration. 

Sincerely, 

Gil Kruschwitz 
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Thank you f«;>r ih~·~Poml~ty to provi~:· this wrl~en testimony to you 
today. The substanee .. of:.•y cori¢lents will focus on the Restoration Reserve. and 
specifically, the $20'M~qn ·co~unity Fund. 

. . ' :· it. . . ' •' . 
In the early·yeats iifter ~e' oil spill. the communities stood by and watched 

as state, federal, and'·prl¥f;~e. sci~Dtists and.rese~chers conducted studies in the oil 
spill affected area, who··(il~nmnes did not let the ·communities know what they 
were studying or .whY: .. ·tn.:~~een.~ years, we haye. taken·~ greater role in the 
restoration proce~ :1:h:rP~i'Jt··vSJ.i~bs .projects such as t~e Community Involvement 
and TEK projects, the·C~' Rest~ration froject,- and several'salmon enhancement 
projects. Although I f~f.~tbe~ ~~··much room. for improvement in facilitating the 
involvement in the .. rese~h, we:'have come a lo~g way since.l989. 

. ... ' 

The support·o~::~~~.s~~··:council in establishing ·the $.20 Million 
.. "?::.:.~. . •••• ., • ' 

Community Fund woutd:~t:n,ean·'-~ch to the people of Tatitlek; I realize you 
cannot address th~ hun;i~.ifelenie#t of the oil spill, which has long been on the 
agenda of the commu.Di;rt$,. as~blishing the Coipmunity Fund would facilitate 
the involvement of. th~.1~9pie:~ctly affected .. ·by the ~il·spill through scientific 
research determin~<;f ant'F~rindu¢Jed BY the local. residents, natural resource 
stewardship and mail~ge .. ent c~nducted BY the. local residen~, and would foster 
a cooperative worlti~g: #~jitiQn~~p between federal and state management 
agencies so that other·P.dl,eets;c9illd be conducte~ jointly by the tribes, state, and 
federal agencies. :t~~ ·~:o((ijiect involven;ient in the rest~ation process, 
would in effect, ad~s$\~e h~ element of the spill. It would bring a sense of 
dignity to the con;uriuJ:rl~';::ri,leinbets by contributing to ·.the restoration effort, thus 
reducing the sense·. of'hetfle~ti~s~. that currently exists.. For this reason, I urge 
you to serioqsly con.~dei!ii~~p~g the $20 Million Community Fund concept 
proposed by the Chuga~h~:~gioh,:~ Resources .Cmrimission and suppQrted by the 
local residents thi~ughoiff··.~e. oif .. spill affected ~ea. 

; ::".:: .... . .... . 
I would also-I~e.·."-fexp~~.s· my support ·for ·the Clam Restoration Project, 

the Traditional ;Ec.Qlo.gi~I(ri~W"Iedge Project,· and tlie·Port Graham Hatchery 
Reconst1'1:Iction ProjeC.t~ .. -~bicli:(te: all on deferred status. Your careful 
consideration of ~Iiese··. p~osal,sii$ also much apPreciated. . . .. . . . 

I, >, 

'·:.' · ... 
. ... ·.: ,• . 
' :·:· 

:·. 
· ... ·. 

:· .. ·. . ... . . 
. . '. : . _: :··.:~;~··. . ..... ; ~ . 
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In closing, }'WOU}~~llk:e to·.fnClude in my 'testimony the speech written by 
Walter R. Meganack~ St~dust ~ fe~ months after the oil.' spill. What he says in 
this speech should brlng]i-pm~ :tQ:,all of us the deVasta~on brought upon the local 
people by the £xxqn: Va~~t Oi,l ~~:pill and that w~· must not fQrget that the Native 
people of Prince ~i.l!iaiit~S.oundi; ·Lower Cook InJet, KOdiak, and the Alaska 
Peninsula, who depend .::~Jm,n.··the: .natural resou.rces for :their livelihood, will be 
here long after the:'Irione}f:-.is gOn~ and the researchers have gone home. 

' ' ' 'I • 

~: . 
;.; 

. ' ... 

.... ···.~·. 
: ,' 

:',' 

.. 
'• ·.· 

. ... . . 

... . .· .. . . . 
.. •' .. · .. 

. . 
Respectfully submitted, 

·. ·oary P.){ompkoff, Chief 
Tatitlek IR~ Council · 

· . ·. ·}:·< ·inf1ime Wlu:.o the water Died · 
. . bj:Walte~··tfMeganack. Sr. JPort Graham . ... ' . 

The Native sto;.y ~difit~nt.'fr.~:the white man.;s.story of oil devastatio~. It is 
different beca~e·oi~.f:{Jy~s ~'4ifferent, what Wf.V,(llue i~:t~-if!erenr,··how e see the 
water and the.llpu:l,· t'fl!j;Plqnfl:q~ the animals, is· different. What white men do for 
sport and recr"fltiPn,ql{drno~/We do for life·; for. the life of OUT ancient culture. 
Our.lives are if!ti.ted:·ift.'rthe·s'~ ofGo~~s crealiQn. Since ti~ immemorial, the 
lives ofthe Ntirivep }Iai'mi!).nlze with the rhythm and-the cycles of nature. We 
are a· pan of JJQlU;..:· ., · oh !j/~ed a calendar ot a c,lock to 'tell us what time it is. 
When the days· glft~ldiJg~f:~ ·.w" g-'f ready .. Boots ~·boats .turd net~ ·and gear are 
prep(ilr~dfor t~fi~h!!J:-:\~'. wi!'ter beaches. are not l~nely anY"!ore, 'because 
our ch1ldren. an4 o~;:grtJwnu .· , . i.su the .shellfish,· (he snails, the ch1tons. When the 
first salmon is ~aug/4'ti:.:'t!~r w~.'village, are e::felted. It is an annual ritual of 
mouth watering·a~·~~t.':· ·'~en our bel!ies arefdled with the fresh new life, 
then we put &~p·~thiifotJ.4for the;.winter. We dry and smoke and can. Hundreds of 
fish to feed a faintly; ·. '·~· · · . · ·. . . · 

.'· ~ .. ' . . 

Much Jws happ~~,3f~~~~.r:-p_;t!f,?e in rece_nr ceniw:i,es. we· have toilets now, and 
school-a. We have· cl~/a1,1d.~l!qlendars m our M1!JeS. Some of us·.go to an office 
in the 'momins.'· ~Ji:l;1lflren/go:to school· in 'the morning. But sometimes.the 
office is em.pry· ~iul'?o .. i!,·. Sq~imes the ~hild i's absent from school. because 
tliere are more''imptj~t .. thingt.fo do. Like walldng the beache:s. Collecting rhe 
chitons. Watch~gfbi?il}ejith;:·. . · · 

The land and tk.w~~~i-6 o~i;;ources of life. ~· waJef.:is ~acred. The water is 
like a baptimU:Jlft»i't;;Qid its (l/ilpldance· is the Hd.ly Co~nion of our lives. Of all 
the things that'we ~ll.~'lost s~ non-Natives ca'itre ~o outland, we have never lose 
£?Ur Ct?nneciio'} ¥th {Jf#)~~r..;·\.~ water is our source so life. Sa long as the water 
lS alive, Chugaen. NtJ#'f';s are,~ve. 

It was early ~'~lie: .. : : .. : ·:·. ' ·~.~;1No fish ·yet. No s~ails yet:.·. But he signs were with 
us. The gree~,t::w~. ........ . . : ;$~ birds were flying ~nd :slin~i~g~· the excitement 
of the season'ltaSJ~f:..,.epn; ·aiii/ then we heard~~ news. Ozl tn the water. Lots 
of oil. Killing lo~ of.Wqter. ··'$t;·;s too shocking io Understand. Never in the 

. ,'•' 

. .':i·. ~. ·, '1 • ' : :-:. • ' . : ' 

. ; .. '• 
,. 

' . ': 

. .. . •" 

:<t .'~:.;•, ·. ·. 

.. · 

.... " . '.. ' . .. · ... ··. 
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mille,;,.ium of ou; ~rtli,;tidr. ~~~ ~e thought it possible for the water to die. ·But it 
is true. · ... 

•' . ·~ . 
We walk.our b4~hii, :~(he ~ils and the bamacles and the chitons are falling off 
the rocks. De@; Deti~hvatef::·<We caught our first. fish, the tradition·delight of all
·but it got sent to ~'~tf#e to -~·~estedfof. oil. No first fish this year. We walk our 
beaches, but instead"Of:~atheri'liglije, we gather death. Dead· birds. Dead otters. 
Dead seaweed.: · ·,:'. · 

. . ' ... :. . . ·. ·;.·. . 
Before ·We have 't~ c~: to.:hDlff.':each other and s~re our tears, our sorrow, OUT 

loss, we suffer yet: a~'r ilev(Jitation. We are ·invaded by the oil cpmpany. 
Offering jobs, ;.high ~Y· 'J.D.ts dj'money. We are;in 'slwc~ We need to clean the 
oi~ get· it out of·Of#r.. W-f. bri,j.g;death back to life: We are intoxicated with 
despeJ!'Q.tion. WedQrl'z':IU,ive t:i:choice but to take the jobs, we tak~ the orders, we 
take· the dis.rupti_oo; l!/.~:-siatrjighiing. We .lost tru-for each other. We lost control 
of our daily life .. ·Eve'fjPIJdy.tii(i!.shing everyone. ·we Native peoplt aren't used o 
being bossed a~.· . .-Jfti doif't.#ke it. But now our own people are pointing 
fingers at us~ · Eve.ryQ#~.:'tVm.it(#o be boss,· we are not working like a team. We lose 
control of our vtlliJg6,; ~ :·:· . .. . . : · 

. ' '• : .. :: :i ....... ' .. . . . .. ' ' ' ' 
Our people ger. siqlc. iJP#ers. -Dit¥l:C.hildren in the village. Everybody is touchy. 
Everybody is "tidy::,f!J;i#nP y~~··tind blame you. People .ar~:angry. And afraid .. 
Afraid and co'!fus~~}@r· e~s feel helpless. They cannot work on cleanup. 
They ccwwt dO, a!J 'tH;::t.l.Ctivitte~:.of gathering food and preparing for winter. And 
most of all, they cll!inf#:·(~ai;~;:~lfe·young ones thf/ilative way. How will the 
children leam the v(!.lil-a"flnd.·t;ie: ways if the wa'ter is dead?. 

The. oil compti.IJ~~~·:iftJ~~~p~~enting a spilL Now they lie abo~i.the cleanup. 
Our people knOw. wniif/~pper.is:on the beaches. Spend all·day'clean'ing one huge 
rock; and the tide C.~lin. mid:~pvers it with oil again. Spend a week wiping and 
spraying the s~rf~¢~/!#f!: P,ic~:~ ·a. rock·and ther~ !s four. inches of oil underneath. 
Our people knOw.tbfi)J1;rJter. qn;l.t.,e beaches. But they get told what to do by 
ignorant people wfai.l#j'f;,U:ld .lfe/#3king, not tellfng. . 
We fight a· rich.' ar~:»~f.~if'4l' gftl;nr, the oil. indwtry, while. at the same 1ime, we take 
orders andpa"'~!w.<;~f'i!!n u:,· .. ·.Jfe·~re torn ~n haf/.. Will it etu;l? After five years, 
maybe we will lee 'so""·~ptm.gffr.ne water life agam. But w.ill the water and the 
beaches see us? :·~~Willluijipen to our lives in ~.next five yeats? What will 
hapJHln this fal?, ~~~·,..c_le~~ stops and the money stqp.s? We have lived 
through much.~inf!iiftJtr . . o_~ty~llages were alnjtJst destroyed by:chicken pox and 
tuberculosis. We.Jig(if~~ bf!iif~·· of alcohol aiul'diugs and abuse. And we 
survive. · · ·: · · 

.;·.· i''. 

But what we see· nq;;,.:itde.at!f)/beath -- na ofeach other, .but of rh.e source of life, 
the water. w~. wi,ll'~d;.much:.~lfolp, much listening in order to live through the long 
barren ·season ofdeeilWater; 'f.Honger winter than·before. . 

I am an elder., I ~~~di~~. i-~tl(not lose hope;.':,~ I'w~ll help my people. We 
have never lived ~~~~ .. ·.~!~·'14/td of death.. B~i we ha~e lived through lots of 
other kinds ofdeq.th~··.; .. f!e.m(l:~r:nfrom the past, we wlllleamfrom each other, 
and we. will live; .. rf;e}#fer.·u·*ad. But we are ~live.· And where there is life, 
there is hope . .. Th~1i.,;-f6'u fo'll~stening to the Native story.: God bless you. 

· · · · .:· ' · · · -- ·Walter Meganack, Sr. · .... 

:.:·· 

. :. : .. 
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~' ~ ~ The Gulf Ecosystem Monitoring (GEM) Program: 
A Permanent Fund for the Management and Conservation 

of the Northern Gulf of Alaska Marine Ecosystem. 

Mission: To efficiently sustain a healthy and productive marine ecosystem in the northern Gulf of 
Alaska, while maintaining the quality of life and economic opportunities for residents and visitors. 

Concept: Using funds now set aside in the Exxon Valdez oil spill (EVOS) Restoration Reserve, 
establish a perpetual, inflation-proofed endowment, from which the earnings would support long
term ecological monitoring and research in the EVOS area and adjacent northern Gulf of Alaska. 
This interdisciplinary program would improve understanding, conservation, and management of 
the living marine resources of the northern Gulf of Alaska. The GEM Program would aim to: 

-track lingering oil spill injury (e.g., oil exposure in sea otters) and apply what is learned to 
injury assessment and response to future oil spills (e.g., NRDA/contingency planning); 

-identify and understand annual and long-term changes in the marine ecosystem, 
distinguishing natural variability from human influences (e.g., wide swings in salmon, marine 
mammal, and seabird populations); 

-develop new fish and wildlife management tools (e.g., genetic stock identification in 
commercially important fish species); 

-provide integrated and synthesized information on the status, trends and health of 
fisheries and other marine resources. including water quality and contaminants in fish and wildlife 
consumed by people (e.g., produce annual"state of the gulf report, with periodic updates as new 
information becomes available); 

-support the identification and protection of important marine habitats (e.g ., assist with 
siting of marine industrial and mariculture facilities; establish protected reserves); 

-foster efficiency through interagency coordination and scientific leadership and the 
leveraging of GEM funds to guide uses of funds from other sources (e.g., the NOAA/NSF 
GLOBEC program on climate change and the oceans); and 

-involve stakeholders in guiding and carrying out the program. 

Program Elements: Building on the current EVOS restoration science program and, without 
duplication , the on-going programs of government agencies, academic institutions, and other 
entities, the core program would have four main aspects: 

-long-term (decadal scale) monitoring of productivity and health of the marine ecosystem, 
including oceanic influences, the composition. size. and distributions of fish and wildlife 
populations, and contaminants in organisms and the environment; 

-shorter-term (3-5 years) research directed to understanding and resolving specific 
problems, including the development of new tools and techniques needed to advance fish and 
wildlife conservation and management; 

-ongoing participation and education of residents, young people and future professionals 
through traditional knowledge projects, scholarships, student research and University of Alaska 
endowed chairs in coastal communities and at such institutions as the Near Island Research 
Facility, Alaska Sealife Center, and the Prince William Sound Science Center; and 

-ongoing interagency coordination through workshops and other means and the 
integration and synthesis of data from multiple sources to constantly update understanding of the 
status, trends, and health of the marine ecosystem. 

Governance and Administration: The GEM Program would be governed by a new board with 
representatives of state and federal natural resource agencies, stakeholders. and the scientific 
community, and it would be administered by an executive director and small professional staff 
with the aid of a panel of scientific peer reviewers. Public education and participation would be 
encouraged through an annual work plan, "state of the gulf' reports, community and school 
presentations, and a web site. Minimum annual cost would be $5-6 million dollars, inclusive of all 
aspects of the program. 

[1 -0 ct-98) 
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November 17, 1998 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G. St., Ste. 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Molly, 

KINKOS N LIGHTS 

First, I'd 1ike once again to thank you and all others involved in accomplishing the habitat 
protections secured by the Trustee Council, particularly those in Prince William Sound. 
With the recent Eyak shareholders vote in overwhelming support of that deal, most of the 
at-risk private land within the Sound has received significant protection from further habitat 
damage. Additional private lands in the Sound that need similar protection in the context of 
the Restoration program are those owned by Chugach Alaska Corporation, such as those at 
Knight Island, Nellie Juan River, Larouche Island, Montague Island, and the subsurface 
estate beneath the village corporation lands. I would appreciate hearing the Council's plan 
to address those additional private resources. 

In testimony before the Trustee Council this pa'>t August, I raised a couple of additional 
concerns that I would appreciate hearing from you about. The first issue is the need for 
additional protections on ~ublic lands and waters within the oil spill region that would 
complement the protections that have been secured on private lands for Restoration 
purposes. From a Restoration standpoint, these public lands are at least as important and 
perhaps even more significant to ecosystem recovery than the private ]ands within the 
region - they are certainly more extensive. Clearly, any comprehensive restoration program 
that takes an ecosystem approach, such as is stated in your Restoration Plan, must provide 
protections on critical habitat within the region regardless of whether it is in public or 
private ownership. And while the Trustee Council has spent $150 million or so to secure 
the protections on private resources in the Sound, similar protections on publicly owned 
resources should cost virtually nothing. 

As you know, the Chugach National Forest is presently engaged in an extensive planning 
effort, and as any activity on this patt of the Chugach could have implications to the 
restoration and recovery of the oil spill region. it seems critical that the Trustee Council 
recommend a derailed proposal for additional protections and management resoictions on 
Chugach forest lands. I would appreciate hearing from you regarding the Trustee 
Council's position on this very important issue. In particular, I'd like to know if the 
Trustee Council will be developing and forwarding a proposal to the Chugach National 
Forest for additional protections on publicly owned lands and waters within the spill 
region. 

Some additional protective measures that should be considered include designation of 
Forest Service lands in Prince William Sound as a National Monument protecting them 
from threats in conflict with recovery and Restoration; wilderness designation for the Nellie 
Juan/College Fjord study area; wild and scenic river status for those rivers already found to 
be eligible by forest planners; and finally the transfer of the Copper River Delta unit of the 
forest (which is partially within your defined oil spill boundary) to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to be managed as a wildlife refuge, or the designation of the Delta as a 
National Monument within the national forest system. It is my understanding that much of 
this can ·be done administratively (i.e. by Executive Order), without Congressional action. 

141001 
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Molly McCammon 
Page 2. 

It is critical that the Trustee Council exert its restoration mandate on an ecosystem basis, 
and to do so obviously must involve protections on publicly owned resources as well as 
those privately owned. This is the sort of comprehensive, ecosysrem-based program that 
was envisioned by the consent decree and the Restoration Plan, and to do anything less 
would, to be blunt, be ridiculous. 

The Trustee Council should advance a comprehensive protective management plan within 
the present Chugach forest planning process, directly to The White House, and to 
Congress if necessary. 

Finally, I also asked the Council at the August meeting for its position regarding the $100 
million reopener for unforeseen damages from Exxon from 2002-2006. I would appreciate 
hearing any further thoughts or actions regarding this important issue as well. 

Thanks again for your consideration. I will look forward to hearing from you. 

/7.'.1~ 
Rick Steiner 
P.O. Box 231824 Anchorage AK 99523 

@002 



ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION 

October 7, 1998 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
EVOS Restoration Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

2291 W. Broadway 
Missoula, MT 59802 

P.O. Box 8249 
Missoula, MT 59807-8249 

(406) 523-4500 
Field Office Fax (406) 523-4550 

General Office Fax (406) 523-4581 
E-mail - rmef@rmef.org 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

In April I contacted you via letter and expressed the interest of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) in 
Afognak Island and the conservation efforts of the Trustee Council. This past June I visited Afognak and spent· 
a couple of days. Specifically, I visited the Afognak Lake area and discussed the resource values of that area 
with officers of the Afognak Native Corporation (ANC) .. The area is an impmiant .segment of the elk habitat on 
Afognak but also contains habitat for other species; notably sockeye salmon and brown bear. We are in the 

rly stages of discussing a cooperative effort with ANC to provide long-te1m protection of the Afognak Lake 
atershed for wildlife, fisheries, and cultural values. I am hopeful that we may be able to facilitate a 

conservation easement with ANC that will provide for long-term fish and wildlife resource protection yet allow 
traditional uses and protection of impmiant cultural values. The support and involvement of the Trustee 
Council will' be a critical ingredient if the RMEF is to be successful in this effmi. We are ·some time away from 
a specific proposal, but I wanted to make you and the Council aware of our interest and actions. 

The RMEF is a habitat-based organization and since our beginning in 1984, we have cooperatively funded 
nearly 2,000 habitat projects in Canada and the United States, including Alaska. Our lands department deals 
with acquisitions, easements and exchanges on a regular basis and has helped facilitate long-term conservation 
of fish and wildlife values on nearly one million acres. 

We, therefore, strongly urge the Council to continue. your excellent record of habitat protection through the use 
of the Restoration Reserve spending plan. Habitat acquisition is the best value for the general public, now and 
for future generations .. I am optimistic that the RMEF can join forces with the Council and work together to 
protect nationally significant fish and wildlife habitat'on Afognak Island. 

Sincerely, 

Alan G. Christensen 
"'·'ice President- Conservation P~ograms 

AGC/dar 



Bruce & Karen Muhlbradt 
614 E Gallatin 
Belgrade MT 59714-4003 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fa?<:907/276-7178 

October 12, 1998 

Mt. Bruce Muhlbrandt 
Ms. Karen Muhlbrandt 
614 E Gallatin 
Belgrade, Montana 59714-4003 

Dear Mr. Muhlbrandt: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Trustee Council's habitat protection 
program and your interest in protecting habitat values in the Bering River region. As it 
appears you are aware, the lands in question are outside of the area oiled by the Exxon 
Valdez spill. 

Under the terms of the court-approved settlement between the federal and state 
governments and Exxon trust funds under the jurisdiction of the Trustee Council must 
be used for the restoration of resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil 
spilL The Trustee Council undertook an extensive public planning process over the 
course of several years to develop a Restoration Plan that was formally adopted in late 
1994. This process, which involved preparation of a full Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS), included a geographic definition of the spill-impact region. A map of the 
spill impact area is enclosed for your reference. 

( 

Public involvement during development of the Restoration Plan generated an enormous 
volume of public comment. One of the issues posed for public consideration was 
whether restoration actions should take place in the spill area only or include areas 
outside the spill region. Approximately two-thirds of all those who commente~ on this 
issue favored limiting restoration actions to the spill area. Support for this view was even 
stronger among residents of the spill-impacted region where three-quarters of those who 
commented indicated that they wanted to see restoration actions limited to the spill
area. 

In the Restoration Plan .a formal policy was adopted regarding the location of restoration 
actions: 

"Restoration activities will occur primarily within the spill area. Limited restoration 
activities outside the spill area, but within Alaska, may be considered under the 
following conditions: when the most effective restoration actions for an injured 
population are in a part of its range outside the spill area; or when the 
information acquired from research and monitoring activities outside the spill 
area will be significant for restoration or understanding injuries within the spill 
area." (Restoration Plan, p. 14, emphasis added.) 

Federal Trustees 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

State Trustees 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
Alaska Department of Law 
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To this point, land purchase and protection agreements within the spill area have been 
successfully negotiated with nearly all of the major spill area landowners initially 
contemplated in 1994. Habitat protection efforts have been concluded with ten major 
land owners {Kachemak Bay, Akhiok-Kaguyak, Chenega, English Bay, Koniag, Old 
Harbor, Orca Narrows, Seal Bayffonki Cape, Shuyak Island, Tatitlek) and other efforts 
are progressing well {AJV, Eyak, Koniag-Phase II). Only one Large Parcel habitat 
protection effort was halted after the landowner (Port Graham) declined to participate 
further. 

·Assuming successful conclusion of present efforts under the Large Parcel program, it is 
projected that approximately 636,000 acres of land in the spill area will have been 
protected. This will provide enhanced protection to approximately 1 ,320 miles of 
coastline and 287 anadromous fish streams. In addition, under the Small Parcel 
program it is expected that more than $20 million will be invested to protect 
approximately fifty individual small parcels totaling more than 8,000 acres. Together, 
efforts under the two programs along with the associated support costs represent a 
commitment approaching $400 million or substantially more than half of the settlement 
funds under the control of the Trustee Council. 

A significant number of public comments have recently been received by the Trustee 
Council urging that the spill area boundaries be, expanded to the east of Prince William 
Sound to encompass the entire Copper River/Bering River delta in order to allow 
purchase of habitat potentially threatened by development. This area is outside of the 
designated spill area and was not impacted by oiling from the spill. While the landowner 
(KADCO) of a portion of the subsurface estate in the vicinity of Carbon Mountain has 
indicated a willingness to sell those holdings, the surface estate owner {Chugach Alaska . 

·Corporation) which also has subsurface holdings in the area has publicly indicated 
opposition to having its lands considered for acquisition. As the primary government 
land management agency for this area, the U.S. Forest Service informally examined the 
KADCO proposal but has not been able to identify.a.significant linkage between the. 
restoration of injured resources in the spill area and the proposed purchase of KADCO's 
subsurface holdings. 

Again, thank you for providing your comment. Please know that a copy of your letter will 
be provided to each of the Trustee Council members. 

Sincerely, 

M~~~ 
Executive Director 

enclosure 

cc: Jim Wolfe 
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TED STEVENS, ALASKA. CHAIRMAN 

THAD COCHRAN, MISSISSIPPI 
ARLEN SPECTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
PETE V. DOMENICI, NEW MEXICO 
CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, MISSOURI 
SLADE GORTON. WASHINGTON 
MITCH McCONNELL. KENTUCKY 
--~RAD BURNS, MONTANA 

HARD C. SHELBY, ALABAMA 
lD GREGG, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
lERT F. BENNETT. UTAH 

cc,( NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL. COLORADO 
LARRY CRAIG, IDAHO 
LAUCH FAIRCLOTH, NORTH CAROLINA 
KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS 

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII 
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA 
PATRICK J.LEAHY, VERMONT 
DALE BUMPERS, ARKANSAS 
FRANK R. LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY 
TOM HARKIN, IOWA 
BARBARA A. MIKULSKI. MARYLAND 
HARRY REID, NEVADA 
HERB KOHL. WISCONSIN 
PATTY MURRAY. WASHINGTON 
BYRON DORGAN, NORTH DAKOTA 
BARBARA BOXER. CALIFORNIA 

STEVEN J. CORTESE. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JAMES H. ENGLISH. MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

Rupert Andrews 

tinitcd ~tatcs ~cnetc 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025 

September 23, 1998 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 

EX.XC~I VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
·: -:::.;STEE COUNCIL 

Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Rupert: 

Thank you for your letter regarding your desire for the 
Congress to enact legislation that will enable the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to minimize management fees 
and maximize net returns on the civil settlement funds. I 
appreciate the chance to review your comments and I 
apologize for the lack of a timely response. 

This issue is addressed in Section 619 of the Senate 
version of the Senate version of the fiscal year 1999 
Commerce, Justice, State and the Judiciary Appropriations 
bill. This legislation passed the Senate on July 23, 1998, 
by a vote of 99-0. I voted in favor of this legislation. 
Now, the House and Senate versions of this legislation will 
be reconciled during the conference committee process. I 
will be sure to keep your views in mind as the fiscal year 
1999 appropriations process continues. 

Enclosed is a copy of this section for your review. 
Thanks again for your letter. 

With best wishes, 

TED STEVENS 
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(A) the taxation of the Internet by States and political subdivisions thereof; 

(B) access to the Internet; and 

(C) communications and transactions conducted through the Internet. 

(3) -EFFECTS OF TAXATION- With respect to the taxation ofthe Internet, the study 
conducted by the Secretary under this section shall examine the extent to which--

.. 
(A) that taxation may impede the progress and development of the Internet; and 

(B) the effect that .taxation may have· with respect to the efforts of the President to 
keep the Internet free: of discriminatory'.taxes on an international level. 

(b1~~-sTJ\mNt.J:OF·ZJ(}fN'f~TN.<t:J'S1\Fl::JNDS;.; Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
upon the joint motion of the United States and the State of Alaska and the issuance of an 
appropriate order by the United States District Court for the District of Alaska, thejoint trust 
funds or any portion thereof, including any interest accrued thereon, previously received or to be 
received by the United States and the State of Alaska pursuant to the Agreement and Consent 
Decree issued in United States v. Exxon Corporation, et al..(No. A91-082 CIV) and State of 
Alaska v. Exxon Corporation, et al. (No. A91-083 CIV) (hereafter referred to as the 'Consent 
Decree'), may be deposited in appropriate accounts outside the Court Registry, including the 
Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Fund (hereafter referred to as the '.Fund') 
established in title I of the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1992 (Public Law 102-154, 43 U.S.C. 1474b) and such accounts outside the United States 
Treasury consisting of income-producing obligations and other instruments or securities of a type 
or class that have been determined unanimously by the Federal and State natural resource trustees 
for the Exxon Valdez oil spill to have a high degree of reliability and security: Provided, That any 
joint trust funds in the Fund and any such outside accounts that have been approved unanimously 
by the trustees for expenditure by or through a State or Federal agency shall be transferred 
promptly from the Fund and such outside accounts to the State or United States upon the joint 
request of the governments: Provided further, That .the transfer of joint trust funds outside the 
Court Registry shall not affect the supervisory jurisdiction of such District Court under the 
Consent Decree or the Memorandum of Agreement and Consent Decree in United States v. State 
of Alaska (No. A91-081-CIY) over all expenditures of the joint trust funds: Provided further, That 
nothing herein shall affect the requirement of section 207 of the Dire Emergency Supplemental 

9/23/98 4:56 PM 
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Appropriations and Transfers for Relief From the Effects of Natural Disasters, for Other Urgent 
Needs, and for the Incremental Cost of'Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm' Act of 1992 
(Public Law 102-229, 42 U.S.C. 1474b note) that amounts received by the United States and 
designated by the trustees for the expenditure by or through a Federal agency must be deposited 
into the Fund: Provided further, That any interest accrued under the authority in this section may 
be used only for grants for marine research and monitoring (including applied fisheries research) 
and for commuruty and economic restoration projects (including projects proposed by the fishing 
industry and facilities): Provided further, That the Federal trustees are hereby authorized to 
administer such grants: Provided further, That the authority provided in this section shall expire 
on September 30, 2002, unless by September 30, 2001 the trustees have submitted to the Congress 
legislation to establish a board to administer funds invested, interest received, and grants awarded 
from such interest. 
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FRANK H. MURKOWSKI 
ALASKA 

COMMITTEES: 

CHAIRMAN 
~GY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

~nitcd ~tatcs ~cnatc 
FINANCE 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. Rupert Andrews 
Chair, Public Advisory Group 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Cnl. 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Rupert: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0202 
(202) 224--0665 

(202) 224-5301 FAX 

September 18, 1998 

SEP 3 0 1998 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SP!L.L 
'f'"'; •r,·r····?-· r>,n• 'r,·;r•·!i 

i·HH.~ ~ CC 1..A)Ud·~t '" 

222 WEST 7TH AVENUE, Box 1 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99513-7570 

(907) 271-3735 

101 12TH AVENUE, Box 7 
FAIRBANKS, AK 99701--0278 

(907) 456-0233 

P.O. Box 21647 
JuNEAU, AK 99802-1647 

(907) 586-7400 

130 TRADING BAY ROAD, SUITE 350 
KENAI, AK 99611-7716 

(907) 283-5808 

109 MAIN STREET 
KETCHIKAN, AK 99901--0489 

(907) 225--0880 

Thank you for contacting me regarding the investment of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill civil 
settlement funds. 

As I've stated before, I strongly support a long-term research priority for the use of the 
remaining funds. It is my intent to help the Trustee Council maximize its investment dollars by 
allowing them to be invested outside the Court Registry. In tum, I want the assurance that a 
majority of those dollars will be directed toward marine research, community development 
projects, and the like. I definitely think these endeavors will be more valuable to Alaska than 
further habitat acquisition, and I want to see that reflected in the expenditures of the Trustee 
Council. 

Again, thank you for contacting me, and I look forward to working with you on this issue 
in the future. 

Sincerely, 

~1,.-&:.. 
Frank H. Murkowski 

· United States Senator 

WORLD WIDE WEB HOME PAGE 
WWW.SENATE.GOVI-MURKOWSKI 

·, 

E-MAIL ADDRESS 
EMAIL@MURKOWSKI.SENATE.GOV 



Media Contacts 
Summer 1998 

National Geographic Magazine Planning 28-page spread for March issue 

John Mitchell, writer 
Karen Font, writer's assistant 
Karen Kasmauski, photographer 
Kerra Fisher, photographer's assistant 
Phillip Elliot, cartographer 
Jen Christiansen, artist 
Glen Hodges, legends writer 

National Geographic Television Planning 20-minute documentary for spring airing 
Caroline Satchell, coordinator of National Geographic Explorer 
Mark Schwartz, producer 

Natalie Fobes Freelancer filmed in PWS in anticipation of 1om 
Photographer anniversary needs 

Shipping News Tradewinds Worldwide shipping trade magazine did feature 
Tom Jensen on Alaska, including fallout from and restoration 

ofEVOS 
Boston Globe ReJ;orter and photographer in Alaska in prep for 
Scott Allen, health and science writer 10 Anniversary coverage 

ABC News Filmed in Alaska in prep for lOu' anniversary 
Melissa Dunst, producer coverage 
Michael Gullan, science correspondent 
Good Morning America 

Alaska Magazine Planning 1om Anniversary -spread for March 
AI Grillo, photographer 

Audubon Magazine Requested information on EVOS 
Rachel Weisman 

Wild Things Sought help to film with EVOS researchers 
Steve Lenschner, producer 

Any Place Wild TV Doing feature on PWS and EVOS for late summer 
Holly Peterson 1999. 

Dateline NBC Sought info on spill response techniques 
Jeff Pohlman 

History Channel Looking for someone to be a guest for showing 
Mallory of the movie: Dead Ahead, the Exxon Valdez 
Sandor Vanocour, host Story 



Peninsula Clarion The Clarion and Empire are each Morris 
Doug Loshbaugh Communication newspapers. Both are planning a 
(Doing ANCSA story) many-part series on ANCSA and one story is the 

buying of Native lands by EVOS. Expect this in 
October/November. 

Juneau Empire 
Cathy Brown 
(Doing ANCSA story) 

The Oregonian In Alaska in prep for 1om anniversary coverage. 
Bill Monroe 

Game Warden Wildlife Journal Sought footage of wildlife 
Stephanie Griggs, producer 

Jack Hannah's Animal Adventure Sought footage of wildlife, considering 1om 
Rick Pregeb, producer anniversary coverage. 

Japan Times Requested information for possible story 
David Waddell (stopped by) 

Hong Kong Television In Alaska and requested information for possible 
Percy follow-up story on EVOS 

London Times In Alaska, requested information for possible 
Susan Greenwood (stopped by) follow-up story 

Earth Endeavors TV Sought footage of early days of spill 
Tyson Miller, producer 

Gary Lumpkin Sought footage of spill 
Cable TV show 

Gun & Gear Magazine Planning point-counterpoint on uses of the 
Curt Garfield, editor Restoration Reserve 

Atlanta Constitution Requested information for possible story. 
Patricia Guthrie 

KTUU News Doing a major lOll! anniversary documentary 
John Tracy 

National Public Radio In Alaska in prep for 1om anniversary coverage. 
John Neilson, science reporter 
Peter Breslow, producer 

Sierra Club Magazine Requested information for possible story. 
Joan Hamilton 
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WASHING".t''N -- At a t1me when Alaska's tl&tll.edc:Mf an: in au emcrgcn~ka 
Senator Frank MurkowsktsevereJ.y onuel8ed the moat dcdatOn of-the 
Valdez on Spm Trustees Cou.ndl to sp_.!mtt more than mt1110n on new land 
aoqWSW.one on tbr: northern side of Afognak Island. I 

~e m Congress just agree:' to s:oend $50 wlll~·iii'tl£ tED~vcr funds to combat a. 
true Bsberles em~ m.Alaska. N'ow the truatees view• of most 
Alaskans and apmd. $70.5 msllton to acquire land. that WM ~d by the 

· otlsptlL Th.to monsy could have gene for~~~ llnd development to 
prevent fUture flshezy dieutcm. 1."heee t;ypes at decia~ nlSke 1t 'Y'f!lr1', very 
dlfflcult to wm. !SUpport for real Alaska dif;e,etex' needs .. aaid Murko\VIIkl. 

'"I cert&.m.Jy don't object to the scDcrs gett1ng 
tJ:ustees would spend more tban the appraiSed value 
many of them tuM:~ 'beerl ba.rvested for ttmber, 
alrefi.dy have acquired 4&$1.000 a.cres :In the area.. 
it w gona: but any problems generated by the spm mlj~ 

He said the ooun.cD 11M already obl:lgated $416.514lool.lo\l'~" 
scttlemen:t to llilQqulre 848,794 acne ot lanG.- an area 
leaves n:lativc\v Uttlc moftey of the $210 mfllion etfllto 
Exx.o1'1 for other purposes. •.AU. ~ money pcxmlblt: 
important fiehenes and for ecosystem research to 
Murkowski, wllo questhmed the prlorttltti of' the tru1stc:c[$ • . 

Mur:.tmWU::l continues to work onleJiela.Uon to ~rea..e the sntetut carD1I:I.gs to 
the counc1l from the laet payments of the on sptll - money he wa.:nts to eee 
devoted to ftsherlea reaearcli and ftab development :r;m:tl T.he CUriton 
Adml.r.lt&tra.t:ion conttnues to oppoae thai; wanttng the i to go for land 
acqu:lstt:f.on In exce&~a of the 64.9,000 aorea ~ ~ p~e. 
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For Perryville resirl~nts, spill still not OV~''.,. 
EdHor's note: It has been eight years since the 
Exxon Valdez ran aground In Prince William 
Sound,--spllllng nearly 1-1 million gallons of 
Alaska crude oil. lime has since told quite a lot 
about the spill's long-term effects: To help tell 
the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the 
ongoing recovery within the spill .region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

PERRYVILLE- This tiny village is over 
500 miles from Bligh Reef, where the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground, yet it still felt effects 
from the 1989 oil spill. Today, residents look 
to that event as the start of troubles over fish 
and wildlife abundance. In their minds, the 
spill still is not over. 

You might say residents of Penyville are 
accustomed to huge natural forces. Their 
ancestors fled the Katmai eruption of 1912 to 
settle here, five miles south of Coal Cape, on 
the shores of the north Pacific. Nearby, the 
Kametolook River rushes off the flanks of 
Mount Veniaminov, an active volcano. 
Volcanic eruptions, violent storms and bliz
zards are a part of life here. Spring runoff and 
glacial melt can completely change the 
course of local rivers. Nothing but air, water 
and the trackless tundra connect Perryville to 
any other community. And residents like it 
that way. "It's one of the better places in the 
state," says resident Marvin Yagie. 

Unfortunately, it wasn't remote enough to 
avoid the oil spill. In 1989, as the spill 

reached down 
the length of 
the Alaska 
Peninsula, 
managers 
closed com
mercial fish- ~--.,-.ht-.M~~~~~~o~~,.. 

eries to avoid 
contamination 
from the tar balls and oily sheens. Yagie was 
there. He says the emotional impact of the 
spill was tremendous. The sight of dead ani
mals, thousands of birds washing ashore, the 
confusion and the fear of eating contaminat
ed marine foods took its toll on the people. 

"I think that's the problem we had with 
that spill. It was like all this stuff was going 
wrong around us and there was nobody to 
take care of the mental side," said Yagie. 

Residents say they're not the only ones 
that have not recovered. Many of the species 
they depend on have not returned in full. 
Yagie is circumspect about whether pollution 
from the spill is still a problem or whether 
other factors play a significant role. 

"Back then you could see what hap
pened," he said. 'These days you can't tell 
because there's so many more chemicals in 
the ocean. There are more ships and they're 
dumping stuff. 

"I think you can't tell the difference'if it's 
a big ship going by that's doing the oil or it's 
still the old Exxon spill. I'm pretty sure in 10 
years it should be cleaned by itself." 

Penyville elder Boris Kosbruk says the 

spill is only partly to blame for declines in 
marine mammals. He faults the practice of 
bottom trawling near haulouts. "To my 
knowledge, the reasons they (seals and sea 
lions) haul out there is that's their source of 
food, and that's being taken away from 
them," he said. 

But the most worrisome issue for Kosbruk 
is the salmon runs. 

'There's three streams in Penyville and 
there's nothing in them- not like it used to 
be," he said. 'There once was an abundance 
of fish. There's no way we could fish them 
out just for subsistence. We've done that all 
our lives." 

Residents have found a way to boost local 
silver salmon runs, with help from the Exxon 
Valdez settlement funds. They've closed the 
spawning areas to fishing and are incubating 
silver salmon eggs in boxes , in the 
Kametolook River. The first year's eggs were 
successfully reared to fry stage and released. 
More fry will follow this spring. From a low 
of 183 fish in 1995, they've already quadru
pled escapement to 800 fish last fall. 
Biologists say they have a realistic goal - to 
reach historic levels of about 3,000 spawning 
cohos. · 

That, residents say, would help them 
shake off some of the mental baggage from 
the i 0-year-old spill. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also pro
duces the Alaska Coastal Currents radio pro
gram. 



ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS 
NOVEMBER 17, 1998 

Shellfish farming falls 
PETERSBURG- Over the past 
decade Alaska's shellfish-farming oper
ations have declined by 20 percent, ac
cording to an University of Alaska An
chorage researcher. The state has 56 
aquaculture operations, primarily in 
Southeast, down from about 70 a 
dec;ade ago, but the survivors are larg-.. ' 
er, said Ray Ralound of UAA's Marine.., .. 
Advisory Program. Last year more 
than 1 million oysters were produced, 
along with 30,000 pounds of clams and 
5,000 pounds of mussels. Ralound said 
a new shellfish hatchery in Seward will 
help aquaculturists by supplying a lo-
cal and consistent source of seed oys
ters, clams and other species. 
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By Jody Seitz 

Researcher takes bird's 
eye view of fisheries 

When Evelyn Brown began 
studying juvenile herring at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
she was hoping to develop an
other tool to help fish managers 
predict herring returns in Prince 
William Sound. 

Three field seasons later, she 
not only has helped develop a 
deeper understanding of herring, 
but also about other species of 
fish important to seabirds. 

Prior to Exxon Valdez oil spill 
studies, scientists knew close to 
nothing about tiny forage fishes, 
such as sand lance, capclin, hoo
ligan (eulachon), or juvenile her
ring. This made it impossible to 
understand how the oil spill im
pacted their populations or af· 
fected the seabirds that preyed on 
them. In addition to the spill, 
there also were natural factors af
fecting thc!ir populations. Some 
sc!abird populations that depend 
on these fish for food have de
clined over the last 20 years, pos· 
sibly due to a major ecosystem 
shift that changed their food sup
plic!s. 

To find out how successful 
hirds arc at foraging for food. rc· 
searchers haw hecn mapping the 
distribution and abundance of 
these fishes using hydroacoustics 
and an underwater video camera. 
They found schools of forage 
fish, but saw few birds feeding 
on them. 

Brown took a more aerial ap
proach. The underwater surveys 
were too deep, she said. "It's 
pretty simple," Brown said. "Ba
sically I'm flying in an airplane 
so I'm seeing what birds see and 
they seem to be visual predators. 
Seeing subsurface and seeing 
other birds feeding is a really im
portant cue to them." 

Brown conducts daily surveys 
of the sound over the course of 
the summer using an airplane 
with a GPS (Global Positioning 
System) coded video camera 
mounted inside. Between the 
acoustic surveys and the aerial 
surveys, researchers have found 
out a lot more about forage 

fishes. 
"There are places in the sound 

where these fish occur year after 
year after year," Brown said. "If 
you look for them you can sec 
shelves where there's good ocean 
circulation and eddy formation. 
And hooligan seem to be feed
ing on these shelves." Accurately 
identifying a school from the air 
can be tricky. 

Brown developed her aerial 
survey with advice from spotter 
pilots and techniques learned 
from her days as a fisheries bi
ologist at the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game. Over the past 
three su·mmers she's worked 
with catcher hoats to verify the 
schools she was seeing from the 
air. 

She says the surveys can be 
accurate for age-one herring. but 
that it can be difficult to tell the 
suhtle difference between schools 
of age-zero herring and age-zero 
sand lance. With capelin, hooli
gan, and age-one herring there's 
very little error - less than I 0 
percent, she said. 

Brown has documented basic 
information for these forage lish 
species, especially for sand 
lance, which arc di fficu It to as
sess other than hy aerial survey. 
"We knew sand lance were 
abundant and played an impor· 
tant role in the ecosystem but 
we really didn't have any idea 
of how widely distributed they 
are or what kind of population 
shifts take place." 

These studies represent the first 
data on these four species in the 
northern Gulf of Alaska. Though 
researchers have seen increases 
in all these species since 1995, 
it's still too early to say if this 
represents a trend in the Gulf of 
Alaska. 
· Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 

also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio program. The se· 
ries is sponsored by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to pro\•ide information about res
toration activities within the spill 
region. 
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Trawlers face multiple threats 
Kodiak's trawl fishennen -

and the processor.> who depend on 
them - are reeling this month as 
both their gear type and their fish
eries face challenges from three 
diverse groups. 

Environmental organizations are 
calling for sweeping area closures 
as Steller sea lion numbers con
tinue to decline. Stellers are effec
tively becoming the "spotted owls 

of the North Pacific," as their popu
lation from the central Gulf to Attu, 
which is already considered endan
gered, shrinks even more. 

Greenpeace, the Sierra Club, 
and the American Oceans Cam
paign are suing the National Ma
rine Fisheries Service. 'They say 
the agency is failing to protect the 
Stellers' critical habitats by con
tinuing to allow trawling anywhere 

near sea lion populations. 
In response, NMFS has circu

lated a document proposing vast 
area closures. Pollock trawlers as
sert the closures will almost cer
tainly put many in the shorebased. 
locally-owned fleet out of busi
ness. 

It remains to be seen whether 
NMFS will follow through and 
implement the proposal. The 
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FishNet 
By Mark Buckley 

agency pulled it off the table at 
this week's emergency meeting of 
the North Pacific Fishery Manage
ment Council. However, NMFS 
says they will be back at the 
council's December meeting with 
proposals affecting the January 
pollock opener. 

The &.--cond threat is the result of 
a hill pasSI..-d n.--cently by Congress. 
Fishermen and processors in the 
Gulf groundfish industry say provi
sions in the American Fisheries Act 
will give unfair competitive advan
tages to their Bering Sea brethren. 

Gulftrawlermen and processors 
worry over the creation of what is 
effectively a quota share, limited 
entry pollock fishery applicable to 
both fishennen and processors in 
the Bering. The new system will 
give Bering Sea groups more nex
ihility to determine how fast they 
want to prosecute the fishery. The 
"old" system was a derby-style 
free for all, with the fastest fisher
men catching the biggest shares. 

Without a version of the new 
type of regulatory regime in place 
here, some Gulf groups say. 
Bering Sea supertrawlers will 
swoop in and gobble up tht: quota. 
Again, that will threaten local 
boats and perhaps local plants. 

Right now Gulf pollock pro
cessors, with the tacit encour
agement of many t.rawlcnnen, arc 
asking the North Pacilic Council to 
create a system in the Gulf that will 
mirror the new system in the Bering. 

But that request is under attack 
from seafood companies who 
don't process pollock. They feel 
the establishment of limited entry 
for pollock processors will give the 
"haves" an unfair advantage over 
the ''have nots." 

Some fishermen also object, 
saying the new Bering Sea sys-

tern - which ties boats to their 
traditional markets in perpetuity
goes a long way toward turning 
independent fishermen into liule 
more than contract laborers. 

Whether the Gulf groundfish/ 
trawl industry will get its wish for 
a Bering Sea-style pollock regime 
also remains to be seen. 

The third threat to the trawl fleet 
is perhaps the least serious, but has 
nonetheless gotten their attention. 

A current proposal asks the 
Alaska Board of Fish to close 
Kodiak's state waters to bottom 
trawls. That proposal is supported 
by some longliners and pot fisher
men, who compete with trawlers 
for groundfish stocks and who re
sent trawl halibut bycatch. 

The local Fish and Game advi
sory commiuee has referred the is
sue to a working group, which may 
hammer out a compromise involv
ing closing some state waters on 
the ca<~t side of Kodiak to trawling. 

With threats coming simulta
neously from three directions, 
lrawlermen will more than ever need 
to he organized and on top of the 
situation. With a large portion of 
Kodiak's economy dependent on the 
groundfish industry, it will he in the . 
community's interest to monitor the 
developments carefully. 
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Sea lions may get more official protection 
Tll£ ASSOCIATED Pftll'SS 

ANCHORAGE - Fisheries man
agers hope to have a decision next 
month on whether to limit pollock 

, fishing in the Bering Sea to protect 
endangered Stellar sea lions. 

The National Marine Fisheries 
Service asked for a special session 
of the North Pacific Fishery Man
agement Council this week. But 
when the Anchorage session be
gan, the agency didn't have a con
clusion on whether fishing is hurt
ing the sea lions. 

There had been wide specula
tion that NMFS would rule com
mercial fishing is hurting the 
Stellars, and ask for new curbs on 
the lucrative pollock fishery in the 
Bering Sea. In a draft plan last 
month, NMFS biologists made 
several proposals to protect the 

animals, including no-trawl zones 
around sea ·lion rookeries and 
haul-outs, breaking the pollock 
season into three rather than two 
seasons, and cutting the catch in 
certain areas. 

Since 1975, the Stellar popula
tion in Western Alaska has fallen 
80 percent, to about 20,000 ani
mals. Last year, federal authori
ties ruled Stellars were in danger 
of becoming extinct, despite fish
ing restrictions already imposed 
around their rookeries. 

"Can we say for sure that pol
lock fishing is driving this? No. 
There is still some uncertainty," 

said Jim Balsiger, acting regional 
director of NMFS. "Because pol
lock is so important, we're trying 
to be more careful." 

Balsiger said he hoped to have 
a recommendation for the council 
next month. 

Andrew Trites, a marine mam
mal biologist from the University 
of British Columbia, said a cli
mate shift in North Pacific waters 
may be reducing the amount of 
capelin, herring or other prey spe
cies available to sea lions. 

"Is this a matter of biology or 
politics?" said AI Geiser, a Kodiak 
fisherman at the meeting. 



NMFS 
struggles 
with 
sea lion 
decline 

ANCHORAGE(AP) -Fisher
ies managers hope to have a deci
sion next month on whether to 
limit pollock fishing in the Bering 
Sea to protect endangered Steller 
sea lions. 

The National Marine Fisheries 
Service asked for a special ses
sion of the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council this week. 
But when the session began here, 
the agency didn't have a conclu
sion on whether fishing is hurting 
the sea lions. 

Without the NMFS ruling, 
"We're all kind of wondering 
what we're doing here," said Dor
othy Childers, executive director 
of the Alaska Manne Conserva
tion Council. 

There had ~n wide specula
tion that NMFS would rule that 
commercial fishing is hurting the 
Stellers, and ask for new curbs on 
the lucrative pollock fishery in the 
Bering Sea. 

In a draft plan last month, 
NMFS biologisiS made several 
proposals to protect the animaJs. 

See SEA UONS, Page 2 
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Sea lions 
Continued from Page 1 

incluaing no-trawl zones around 
sea lion rookeries and haulouts, 
breaking the pollock season into 
three rather than two seasons, and 
cutting the catch in certain areas. 

Since 1975, the Steller popula
tion in Western Alaska has fallen 

80 percent. to about 20,000 ani
mals. Last year, federal authori
ties ruled Stellers in danger of be
coming extinct, despite fishing re
strictions already imposed around 
their rookeries and haulouts in the 
Bering. 

''Can we say for sure that pol
Jock fishing is driving this? No. 
There is still some uncertainty," 
said Jim Balsiger, acting regional 
director of NMFS. "Because pol
Jock is so important, we're trying 

I to he more careful." Balsiger said 
he hopcu to have a rcconuncnda

l lion for the council next month. 
· "Everyone assumes pollock is 

the prohlcm. but a lot of the sci
ence disagrees with that," said 
Glenn Reid. executive director of 
the North Pacific Scaf(xxl Coali-

tion, an industry group. 
A climate shift in North Pacific 

waters may be reducing the 
amount of capelin, herring or other 
prey species available to sea li
ons, said Andrew Trites, a marine 
mammal biologist from the Uni
versity of British Columbia at an 
advisory panel meeting Tuesday. 

"In the Bering Sea you've got 
huge removals of fish, and Stcllcrs 
arc going down. But there's no 
pollock fishing in Prince William 
Sound and you sec the same de
dine,'· said AI Geiser, a Kotlial 
lishcnllan. "Is this a matter of hi
ology or politics'?" 

But conservation groups say the 
circumstantial case against the 
fishing industry is too strong to 
ignore. 



Bering Sea 
crab catch 
near quota 
By MARK BUCKLEY 
Mirror Writer 

Despite a strong catch. Fish anJ 
Game officials arc estimating the 
recent Bristol Bay red king crah 
fishery will pnxlucc slightly less 
than the quota. 

"Right now we think the harvest 
will total around 15 million 
pounds." said Forrest Bowers. a~
sislanl area management hiologist 
with the Dept of Fish & Game in 
Dutch Harhor. '111c guiJcline har
vest level was 15.8 million. so the 
catch might he a little low." 

"We'll have the linal numhcr-; 
in a few days," he added. 

The I 998 tishery. which opened 
Nov. I. attracted 275 hoats- 57 
of them from Kodiak and la,acd 
just five days. Fish and Ganll: 
closed the season effective Nov. 
6. With a seastm that short. not 
every boat was ahle to do well. 

"For the most part. people were 
happy with the season. hut there 
were definitely some winners and 
losers." Bowers said. "'The fish
ermen whO got on crab from the. 
get-go pul in pretty good seasons: 
there were deliveries of over 
I OO,IXXl pounds. 

"But there were some boats in 
the 15-20,000-pound range, 
too," he added. "I understand 
the boats that started out in the 
traditional grounds in the south-
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Mark Buckley photo 

Bravely lifting a live king crab, Jessica Riley, 9, is happy 
her dad returned safely from the Bering Sea. Carlos Riley 
is a crewman on the Lady Alaska. The Bristol Bay red king 
crab season lasted just five days, producing 15 million 
pounds for the 275-boat fleet. 

cast part of the Jistrict diJn't get 
on t:rah right away and didn't re
ally have time to move thei~. 
onlll hcttcr ftsilmg." 

Fishem1en also seemed content 
with the price. 

Before the season opened they 
settled on a base of $2.60 per 
pound, a price Kodiak skipper 
Tyler Schmeil reported he was paid 
when he delivered in the Pribilofs. 
Skipper Kevin Suydam, of the FN 

Lauy Alaska, reponed the Dutch 
Harbor price was $2.80 per pound. 

Bowen estimated most boats de-. 
livered between 1S-6U,<XX> pounds. 

"The crab were good size, aver
aging just under 7 pounds," he 
said. "The average number of 
legal-size males per pot ranged 
from 19 on the first pick to 15 at 
the end. But at least one boal 
was got 50-60 keepers per pol. 
They were very happy." 
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Bristol Bay crab season cotnes off ·vvithout a hitch 
KING CRAB FISHERMEN IN BRISTOL BAY 

made short work of their quota, landing some 16 million 
pounds in five days of fishing. The fishery began at 4 p.m. 
Nov. I and ended at 4 p.m. last Friday. The quota was 
nearly double that of last year, at 15.8 million pounds. The 
fleet, which had been dogged 
by fears of a strike due 
to low prices paid at St. 
Matthew Island 

ONE MAN DIED during this year's crab fishery, 
which is a far cry from the years when half a dozen or 
more disappeared. A crewman on the Providence, Michael 
Cook of Seneca, Ore., went overboard Thursday night, 
less than 24 hours before the closure. Another crewman on 
the boat jumped into a survival suit and went in after him, 
but Cook disappeared before he could be reached, accord
ing to the Associated Press. On the Adventurer one crew-

man was stabbed by another, 
and the Pribilofs, 
agreed before the 
season to fish for 
$2.60 a pound, 
according to the 

SEAWATCH. 
and a crewman on the 
Diligence had his fingers 
crushed when they came 
between a line and the boat's 
rail and had to be evacuated 
by helicopter. Dutch Harbor Joel Gay 

Fisherman. Last year they received $3.45 a pound. Some 
256 boats participated. Weather was good for the first sev
eral days, but deteriorated to 45-knot winds by the end, 
said Forrest Bowers, assistant Area Shellfish Biologist for 
the Department of Fish and Game in Unalaska. 

THOUGH THE WEATHER PLAYED A ROLE in 
the speedy fishery, the crab stock itself was the key to the 
high catch, Bowers said. Last year in five days they caught 
just under 9 million pounds. Even at the end of this year's 
season, when catches normally start to drop off, crews 
found 16 to 17 legal crab per pot. The future looks rosy, 
too, he said. Surveys in the recent past have showed a large 
class of prerecruit crab, some of which entered the fishery 
this year. The rest are expected soon, and while the aver
age size of the crab may shrink a bit, their overall numhers 
could cause next year's quota to rise. Bowers was opti
mistic, but realistic. 'The next few years look real favor
able," he said, "depending on the survey this summer.'' 

A DRAGGER OVERTURNED in Shelikof Strait 
two weeks ago, but all four crew members were rescued 
without incident. The 1 08-foot Ocean Hope I was hauling 
in a .cod end of pollock at the southwest end of Kodiak 
Island at around midnight on Oct. 30 when it began listing 
afld never recovered, according to the Kodiak Daily 
Mirror. The skipper got off a Mayday while the crew -
including one filling in for a regular - got into their sur
vival suits and launched a rafl. The vessel then sank. The 
crew was picked up by the trawler Gold Rush and taken 
back to Kodiak. 

HALIBUT SEASON ENDS SUNDAY at noon and it 
appears Alaska longliners will come close to catching the 
entire 58 million pound quota. As of Monday. the fleet had 
landed 89 percent, including 91 percent from Area 3A and 
94 percent from 3B, according to National Marine 
Fisheries Service. Homer will end the year, for the first 

time since JFQs were instituted, as ·the top port for land
ings. As of Monday, 20 percent of all hulihut caught in the 
North Pacific had been landed in Homer~ slightly more 
than. 10 million pounds. Kodiak was second with 16.9 per
cent, followed by Seward at I 0.8 percent. The price paid 
by the Auction Block appears to have peaked :lt $2.68 a 
pound for 12.000 pounds landed Nov. 2, :md .,;lipped back 
to $2.17 by Nov. 4. 

THE HOMER ICE PLANT and cold 'itomge units 
shut down for the winter next Thursd:-~y. according to the 
city. Fishermen should plan to have their bail out by then 
or risk losing it. 

KACHEMAK BAY CLAM DIGGERS still have a 
ways to go fulfill their quota of littleneck clams and mus
sels in the Southern District of Cook Inlet. Ahout nine dig
gers this year had harvested some 23,500 pounds in the 
first three quarterly allocations, according to the 
Department of Fish and Game, leaving 6.500 for the fourth 
quarter. Starting Nov. ! . howEever, the Hardshell Clam 
Management Plan requires that openings be limited to 48-
hour periods i~ which air temperatures arc above freezing. 

EIGHTY NATIONS HAVE AGREED to fish less in 
the future, and the United Nations is expected to approve 
the agreement in February to make the deal final. The his
toric agreement came at the end of a weeklong Food and 
Agriculture Organization conference in Rome. Faced with 
evidence that overfishing is killing the world's oceans, all 
the major fishing nations agreed to reduce their fishing 
capacity in hopes of rebuilding stocks. and especially to 
reduce fishing pressure on sharks.and seahirds. according 
to the Associated Press. 
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Feds move to extend 
albatro~s protection 

HONOLULU (AP)- The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service wants 
to correct a nearly 30-year-old 
mistake by protecting the Alaska 
and Hawaii habitats of an alba
tross species that numbers no more 
than a thousand birds. 

The short-tailed albatross al
ready is considered an endangered 
species under federal law. but that 
protected status extends only to its 
presence on the high seas and in 
Japan and Russia. 

Any habitat in the United States 
was excluded because sightings of 
the species were rare. The Fish and 
Wildlife Service said that was an 
"administrative oversight." 

The service now wants to ex
tend those protections to the alba
tross' American habitats, namely 
the coastal waters of Alaska and 
Hawaii and the potential breeding 
ground of Midway Atoll. 

The short-taile4 albatross has a 
predominantly white body and a 
hooked, pink bill. Its wings are 
black and white and can reach a 
span of 7 feet. . · · 

It is the largest albatross inhah
iting the North Pacific Ocean. 

The birds once numbered in the 
millions with breeding colonies on 
several islands south of the main 

islands of Japan. 
But hunters, volcanic damage to 

nesting habitats, entanglement in 
fishing lines and competition for 
nesting habitat with black-footed 
albatrosses has reduced that popu
lation to about 1,000, federal orri
cials said. 

Now. the birds mainly brccJ on 
Japan's Torishima Island anJ 
Minami-kojima Island. Nesting 
pairs also have been seen on Mid
way Atoll. 
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in North America's last 
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RICK HARBO I Special to the Daily News 

An average geoduck weighs 4 pounds, but they can get as big 
as 10 pounds. The clams have a life span up to 150 years. 
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K 
ETCHIKAN- When Steve 
LaCroix came to Ketchikan in 1985 
to dive for geoducks, this largest of 
all clams fetched about 20 cents a 
pound and a good day on the water 
might fetch him $80. Ten years 
later, the price had risen to SO 

cents a pound. But that was just the beginning. 
"Now we're looking at over $4 a pound for 

just the meat, and live ones have gone for dou
ble thot," says LaCroix. "So now there's a bit of 
this gold-rush mentality. Some people think 
they're going to get rich." 

Prices have surged because of an insatiable 
appetite for fresh seafood in Asia, particularly 
J(lpan and China. D~spite current Asian eco
nomic woes, sushi lnvers still pay top dollar 
for geoduck clams. 

"A friend of mine just got back from Taipei 
and saw a geoduck there selling for $170 U.S. 
dollars," says Sitka diver Burgess Bauder. 

Because of the high price on their heads
make that necks -geoducks are suddenly 
attracting attention, and the industry finds 
itself at a crossroads. 

"We used to just go out and fish and it 
wasn't a p1·oblem because there weren't that 
many people doing it," says LaCroix. "But now 
there arc a lot of people who want to do it, and 
we want the growth to occur in ways that don't 
hurt the stocks. So we're taking it upon our
selves to develop this fishery wisely from the 
beginning." 

Pronounced "gooey-ducks," they are, quite 
simply, giant clams. The Nisqua!ly Indians in 
what is now coastal Washington state, were 
the first to discover the firm, succulent meat 
of gcoducks. The word itself means "dig 
deep." . 

Geoducks are found in muddy, sandy tidal 
bottoms from California north through British 
Columbia and Southeast Alaska. Averaging 4 
pounds, monsters have tipped the scales at 20 
pounds - making the geoduck the largest bur
rowing clam in the world. They're also among 
the longest-living creatures, with a lifespan up 
to 150 years. The average age of commercially 
harvested Alaska geoducks is 44 years, said 

bay's 10,000-pound quota is small, the entire 
harvest is sent ali\·e to overseas markets, 
where live shellfish command a premium 
price. Live shipment is possible because the 
bay's waters have historically been f1·ee of the 
natural marine toxin, paralytic shellfish poi
son (PSP). 

Geoducks harvested elsewhere are more 
likely to be contaminated by the toxin. 
Fishermen in these areas send their catch to 
be processed, a step that removes entrails 
where the toxin nccumulates. The meat is then 
sold fresh or frozen- for roughly half the 
price paid for live geoducks. 

"The most-desired ones have white meat 
and long necks," says Larry Trani of the Sitka 
Dive Harvesters Association. "Every one of 
the 'ducks we have here in Sitka Sound are No. 
1 export grade. That means they have white 
meat and long necks. We're talking animals 
with necks that stretch 3 feet." 

Treasure Hunters 
When not underwater, Bauder works as a 

veterinarian in this small Southeast fishing 
town of 8,500 people. Friends say that since he 
arrived in 1973, there arc a lot more three
legged dogs in town. 

"He just doesn't want to put them down if 
he doesn't have to," said a friend. 

"Yeah, that's true," Bauder says. "They 
even have a band here called Three-Legged 
Dog, named -after me. When I come in the bar, 
they bow to me in tribute." . · 

When he's not tending to dogs, cats and 
cockatoos, Bauder enjoys diving for geoducks 
in Sitka Sound. 

"It's just pretty, pretty, pretty," he says. ''I 
Jove the lifestyle, the camaraderie among the 
divers," he says. "These guys are all driven to 
do better than the next guy. But when we're 
down there on the bottom everybody is com
petitive. It's fun. It's risky. And it pays well. 

"1 like reaching into the sand and pulling 
out a $35 dollar bill," says Bauder, who calls 
geoduck diving a treasure hunt for adults. 

Bauder's treasures lay buried in the ocean 
floor. To reach them, he and other harvesters 

practice a modern form of 

"TI1ese geoducks are worth $8 to 
$10 a pound a.J.ive. When you're 
pulling 4- ot 5-pounders out, that's 
$50 bills you're p\}]ling out of the 

"hookah" diving, donning dry 
suits and breathing through a 
hose that brings fresh air 
from the surface. This . 
method is preferred over 
scuba diving because divers 
can stay on the bottom longer. 
Breathing that way while 
working hard is also easier 
than it is with scuba tanks, he 

sand!' ·... · 
-Larry Trani, Sitka Dive Harvesters Association 

says. · 
Divers carry a second air 

hose called a "stinger," which 
resembles the wand of a pres
sure washer. The device 
blows 246 gallons of water 

. per minute at high pressure, 
Robert Larson of the Alaska Department of and divers use it to blow mud and silt away 
Fish and Game in Petersburg. from a buried geoduck. 
. They grow slowly, says John Beattie of the "That's a lot of water. It lifts you right off 
Washington Department of Fisheries, taking the bottom when you point it down," Bauder 
up to 10 years to reach a harvest size of 2 says. 
pounds. To keep from being tipped over, divers 

Each winter, some 100 divers harvest strap lead weight to their waists. Bauder 
220,000 pounds of geoducks in Southeast, the straps an extra 80 pounds of lead to his waist. 
only region in the state where geoducks are Walking slowly on the bottom, the trick is find-
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MORE THAN 

200,000 
POUNDS 

of geoducks were 
h~IVested by divers in 

Southeast Alnska during 
the 1 996-199 7 senson. 

5 
BILLION EGGS 

can be produced during 
a female geoduck's 

100-year lifetime. 

BURROWING BEASTS 

UP TO 

150 
YEARS 

is how long a geoduck 
can live. 

20 
POUNDS 

is lhe weight for some of 
the rare giant geoducks 
that have been found. A 
weight of 4 to 7 pounds 

including the shell is 
more typical. 

A geoduck can extend its neck 3 feet up from its 
home beneath the sea floor. The neck. more appro
priately called a siphon, can quick· 
ly be retracted by the geo
duck il predators 
approach. 

GOING UNDER 
Geoducks have a small 
!oct they use to dig them
selves into the sea !Iocr. 
Once they've established 
a home as adults at 3 feet 
below the surface. they 
slay put, unable to move 
out of their deep burrows. 

A PLACE TO CALl HOME 
Geoducks are found in 
lower inter1idal and subtical zones of bays. sloughs. 
and estuaries to depths of about 360 feeL They are 
most abundant between 30 feet and 60 feet below 
the mean tide mark. The mollusks burrow •n a variety 
of substrates. ranging from soft mud to pea gravel. 
mostly in stable mud or sand bottoms. 

PREDATORS 
Young geoducks that are not fully buried are espe
cially vulnerable to being eaten by snails. sea stars 
shrimp and bottom-feeding fish. Crabs are pa.1icular· 
ly lethal to geoducks. Fully buried adult geoducks are 
also susceptible lo at1ack. Marine animals such as 
the dogfish shark and Pacific slaghom sculpin have 
been found to eat siphon tips. Sea otters can dis
lodge buried geoducks and lhe giant pink sea star 
posiiions itself over geoducks' burrows and waits lor 
them to appear. 

MAKING BABIES 
There are no mating rituals for these mollusks. 
Known as "broadcast spawners,' geoducks release 
sperm and eggs into the water and rely on waves 
and currents to unite the two. A female may release 
as many as 5 million eggs. no bigger than a sand 
grain. at a lime. 

Source PeopJ.o lor tho Pugof Sound Fu3ld GuiC'.oe lOlhO Geoduck by 
Oa'J'<.! Gocrgn Gordon. Ala~k.a Owmg ~1fofy, Doug Schno.Oor 
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Diving 
· For 

Geoduck divers use a modern 
form of "hookah" diving. They 
wear dry suits and breathe 

through a hose that brings fresh air 
from the surface. This allows the 
divers to stay submerged longer and 
makes it easier to maneuver because 

rs 
scuba tanks aren't needed. Divers 
carry a second air hose called a 
"stinger," which acts like a high
pressure wand at a car wash. When 
the diver sees a "show," or dimple, 
he fires the stinger at mud and silt 
where the geoduck is buried. 

The "stinger" that geoduck 
divers use to harvest the world's 
largest clams, blows 246 gallons 
of water per minute. 

G-8 We Al.\skans I November 15. 1998 

A geoduck diver 
surveys an area for 
possible harvest. 
The giant clams are 
found in muddy, 
sandy tidal bottoms 
from California 
north through 
British Columbia 

RON E~, 
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A diver 
harvests 
geoducks, 
which can 

·sell for as 
much as 
$170 apiece 
In Taiwan . 

'"· 

..... 

... 
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GEODUCKS 
CvntirwcJ from Page 9 

because the neck is just a few inches below 
the bottom, and (the geoduck) can retract that 
neck three feet back to its shelL 

"So as soon as you start washing the mud 
away you start feeling for the neck and when 
you get hold of the neck you just wash down 
along the side of it." 

All that washing kicks up a huge cloud of 
silt and mud, cutting visibility to nearly zero. 
Divers rely on touch and experience to wrest 
the clam free. But too much force can injure 
the geoduck's valuable neck or break its frag
"i!e shell. 

Divers spend 45 minutes to an hour on the 
bottom during each dive. On a good day, a 
diver with the right touch can collect nearly 
100 clams. At about $32 apiece for the aver
age 4-pounder sold alive, that's a treasure 
indeed. 

Risky Business 
Nevertheless, geoduck diving has its risks. 
"Mostly, ir"s breathing problems. The air 

supply coming down from the surface can get 
cut off." says Bauder. "I've had that happen 
like 25 times over the past five years. 
_. "Most of the time, the hose just gets kinked 
!"or a few seconds." 

On a tiive two years ago, Bauder's weight 
belt loosened in 30 f<.:et of water while on the 
bottom. Ill! surfaced to try and fix it. 

"When I got to the surface my weight belt 
oO-pounds of lead-popped off and hung up 

on my air hose," Bauder said. "The weight 
pulled my face into the water for about three 
minutes." 

lie nearly drowned. 
"l\ly partner gave me CPR and got me 

jump-started. I w<.:nt to Juneau and spent 
about 16 hours in Bartlett Hospital under 
obs<.:rvation and was back at work the next 
day. Film at eleven." 

Freak accidents are rare, but they do hap
!JCn. Another diving hazard is the bends, 
which can afllict divers who return to the sur
face too quickly. i\ fast ascent can cause 
nitrogen that has accumulated in the body's 
tissues to be released, triggering breathing 
f<lilurc and sometimes paralysis. In rare 
instances, the bends are fatal. 

The National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and I!calth reports that six Alaska 
divers died on the job between 1990 and 1996. 
Three were harvesting sea cucumbers. The 
oth<.:r three were clearing lines and nets from 
boat props and other equipment. Four of the 
six died after becoming entangled; two died 
after running out of air. 

"Is it dangerous?" Bauder asks. "Yes. You 
have to tell people that. But if you really 
believe that (it's too dangerous) then you have 
to quit diving." 

Ketchikan diver Steve LaCroix agrees it can 
be dangerous, but only for the inexperienced. 

"My insurance agent isn't worried," says 
LaCroix. "I've been doing it for 20 years, and I 
know what the dangers arc." 

Reining in the Fishery 
Several agencies estimate there are about 

100 divers in southeast Alaska·- twice as 
many as three years ago. 

"These geoducks arc worth $8 to $10 a 
pound alive," says Trani. "When you're pulling 
4- or 5-poundcrs out, that's $50 bills you're 
pulling out of the s~p~. S? you .can ~~e the gold 
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A geoduck diver can spend up to an hour underwater before returning with his harvest. 

age geoduck stocks at a time when the size of 
the population is unclear, longtime divers 
obtained a moratorium three years ago that 
temporarily forbids new divers from entering 
the fishery. 

"We went in a few years from SO divers in 
Alaska to about 100 just before the moratori· 
urn," recalls Bauder. "Things were getting out 
of hand." 

The moratorium, which expires in 2000, 
allows state fishery managers time to develop 
a plan for managing geoducks, Traini says. 

A state tax promoted by divers on their 
catch also helps pay for the development of 
management plans. 

"My biggest concern,"' Trani says, "is to see 
... this fishery (develop) in a truly sustainable 

! .•• ·-·· t -t' ~·---~· t'; ................... •'"'··· ''··r- ,. ..... ~ ..... 

and depleted before it gets any attention." 

Geoducks Galore 
Geoduck divers may soon be allowed to har

vest more clams. "There is interest in expand
ing this fishery, both on the state's part and on 
the industry's part," says Robert Larson, shell
fish biologist with the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game in'Petersburg. "Much, qf ,the 
range of geoducks has not been adequately 
surveyed, so there's the'possibility (the si1,e.of 
the stock) would increase if we just V{ent out 
and looked for them." 

Some people are doing exactly that. 
Southeast Alaska used to be known for 

tourism, fishing and logging. These days, it's 
known more for tourism, fishing, and unem-
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A catch of geoducks 
stacks up on the dock. 
The clams are worth $8 ·•. 
to $10 a pound alive; $4 
a pound if they are 
processed. The risk of 
paralytic shellfish poi
soning means the 
Alaska Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation must test 
samples.of each day's 
catch to ensure the 
geoduck is safe to eat. 
Otherwise the clams are :·.
killed and processed. 
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GEODUCKS 
Contilluedfrom l'ag,· 10 

pl<>ymcnt. lAlgging in the \';tst Tongass 1\:ational 
Forest ll;JS declined. and tilt• federal go\·ern· 
ment last Yc;tr made millions of dollars m·ail· 
;1blc to ret.rain hundreds of loggers and launch 
economic development projects. 0itka spent 
$500,000 or its share to look for gcoducks. 

"Oh yeah, we found them all right," says 
Trani. one of the divers hired by the city. 

Di\·crs who counted gcotlucks last summer 
estimate Sitka-area waters contain 12 million 
to 2-! mill inn pounds of the giant clam. But 
those surveys weren't scicn-

·1 ific and many dive1·s counted 
~=:coducks in waters tleeper 
than 70 feet. 

Alaska Department of Fish 
and (;ame surveys that fol
lowed took plncc in water less 
th:ln 70 feet, where they 
found just 1 million pounds of 
gcoducks. 

"There is a biomass below 
70 feet, but we aren't 
equipped to sut·vcy that deep. 
So \IT don't know exactly wlwt the stocks arc," 
savs state biologist Da\·c (;onion, a diver who 
.hc.lpctl with the survey. The stocks he did sec 

-\1·erc thriving, 
"It was pn:tty cool," ~ays Gordon. "In some 

areas their necks stuck a foot up from the bot
tom into the wa!L'r. It lnulu•d ltkc a forest or 
geoduek necl\s s!npin;.: on· down into water too 
deep for us to go." 

Still. ;1 million powtd~ of geoducks is a lot of 
sushi. t:n,h:r :t sUtc· plan tlwt allows har·
\'csters tn t;lkl! ;mothl'r 1 million pounds of 
~"''oc!uck this season. ·Sitka could see its quow 
t ripll' to .lO.OOO pounds whc•n the sl';rson npl'ns 
tnd;l\', 

Tl1;1t's enough to m;tkc· most divers lwppy as 
a clanL 

Conquering PSP 
While geoducks an: more valuable than 

>cn:r. ;mother problem-- paralytic shellfish 
poisoning-- is tbunting 

"It is a real concern for harvesters and it's 
what concerns the state <IS well," says Hay 
i{aLonde, aqu;1cultun.: specialist at the Alaska 
Sea Ct·ant l'mgram in Anchorage. "All shell
fish arc susceptible, and nowhere ;n·c Alaska 
watl'rs immune to an outbreak." 

:\naturally occurring neurotoxin. l'SP can 
infect any shellfish. Though not harmful to 
the shellfish. people who cat infected shellfish 
risk sickness- even dc•ath. The toxin works 
hy blocking the movement of sodium through 
cell membranes, effcctin:ly stopping nerve 
impulses. Symptoms include tingling. numb
ness. disorientation and paralysis. In 
advanced s\ilgcs, the toxin can intcnupt 
breathing. 

Since 1990, an average of eight Alaskans a 
year have become ill from eating untested 
shellfish that they harvested, according to the 
state Division of Public llcalth. Three of them 
died. So far this year, two people have gotten 
sick, but no one has died. 

No one, however, has ever died or reported 
that they've contracted I'SP from eating com
mel·cially harvested Alaska shellfish. By law. 
those shellfish must pass tile state test for 
l'SP, whicillllandatcs th;,t shellfish eontain 
fewer than HO micrograms of the toxin. 

llut the tesl is expensive. Divers who want 
to sell live geoducks musl pay $:375 to test 
lhrce gcoducks from each day's harvest. If the 
geoducks pass, the catch can he sold. Failure 

means the catch must be killed and processed 
to remove c•ntt·ails that contain the toxirL The 
state doesn't charge to test processed gco
ducks. 

Since 95 percent or /\Iaska's geoducks are 
caught in area,; where l'SP can pose a prob
lem. most diVl'rs forego the expensive test 
and opt for the lower price paid by proces
sors, sa\·s Brinn Paust of the University of 
i\bska ~Iarine Advisory Program in 
I 'ctcrshlll·g. 

"Four bucks u pound from the processor is 
!Jetter than paying for a test their catch likely 
will f:til," Paust ~ays. "A little money is better 
than getting nothing." . 

But divers would rather sell live geoducks. 
And scientists arc working on solutions to the 
toxin hazard. 

Putting Biology to Work 
Scientists hope the smne biological mecha

nism that makes geoducks vulnerable to PSP 
mar help rid them of the toxin. 

Like other clams and oysters, geoducks 
feed by siphoning seawater through their 
digest in· system, filtering out plankton and 
othc~r nutrients, That's how they ptck up a 
marine org;mism called dinoflagellate that 
G:tuses PSP. But if t hcy'rc exposed to clean 
seawater, geoducks will, in time, cleanse 
themselves of the toxin. 

"Animals might be harvested and reloc.:Mcd 
to hays and inlets that arc historically free of 
PSI'," says aquaculture specialist Eal.om!e. 
"01· thcv could be held in speciallilnks th<ll 
have filters and pumps to continually move 
clean water through the tanks and earry out 
any l'SP.'' 

Ecccntly, the Alaska Science and 
Technology Ftlundation paid shellfish consul
tarll !{ogcr Painter $50,000 to test the idea. 

Down on the Fann 
Painter operates an oyster farm on Se;:t 

Otter Sound lies at the base of two steep moun
tains on the west side of Prince of Wales 
Island, Dr·amatic tides flush nutrient·rieh sea
\l"<tter m·cr some 400,000 oysters. 

Reachable only by boat or float plane, 
Paintc1·'s "crop" ends up on dinner tables in 
restaurants from Seattle to San Francisco. 
Painter has never had a PSP outbreak, v:hich 
makes his farm a good place to sec how long it 
takes win ted geoducks, planted by the Science 
and Technology Foundation, to rid themscl\·es 
of I'SP. 

Five weeks, it turns out. That's how long it 
took for the toxin to decline from more than 
100 micrograms to less than 80, the state and 
federal limit. 

''That's too long," laments Painter. "i'vluch 
lonoer than two weeks, you start to lose them. 
Th~y start to die on you. We had hoped it 
would take only a couple of weeks," 

Dctox times might be reduced, Painter 
~ays. if the gcoducks were kept in tanks of 
recirculating scawiltcr treated wlth chenu· 
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c;lls. '"\Vc'rc on the right track," lw s:1ys. 

Streamlining Red Tape 
Each year, DEC tests hundreds or commer

cially harvested gcoducks, along with mus
sels. crabs and oysters for PSI' and other 
marine toxins. The $375 fcc for each test 
angered harvesters when H w;1s announced by 
the Department of Environmcntul 
Conservation last season; previously, tests 
were free. 

"We had 11 divers panicipate in the 
.J;muary harvest," says Bauder. "That 
would've been $375 per day, pc1· divc1·, over 
four days. That's $16,500 .... It was ;lbsolutely 
ridiculous." 

Bauder and others cl<lim testing so many 
clams harvested from the snmc bed i:s unnec
essary, and eventually the DEC changed its 
policy. 

This season, Sitkn divers who harvest ani
mals from the same bed at the same time can 
combine their c.laily catch into one batch. 
Instcatl of 11 divers sending in 33 clams each 
day, they'll test just three dams per day. 
Officials say the new policy doesn't increase 
the dsk of PSP to consumers. 

"The state is asking for fewer samples 
l>ecause the place has historically been free or 
PSI\" says Sea Grant's l{al.onde. "If Sitka geo
duck:; have PSI'. it will show up in the smaller 
sample size." 

The state also is considering a plan to moni· 
tor PSI'- indicator· species such as butter clams 
and mussels-- opening geolluck beds only 
when there's no toxin present. i\ similar prn
gram is used in British Columbia. 

"\\'e w:mt the live product to offer the 
gn:atc:st amount of economic return for the 
har\'CStcr," says !\like Ostasz, shellfish pro· 
gram coordinator· with DEC. "At the same 
time we want to be assured that allli\·e prod
uct is safe for the consumer." 

Other Producers Steaming Ahead 
Even if /\la~ka harvesters soh·e their proh

lcms with PSI>, competition from Outside is 
fierce. 

Washington state and 13rit ish Columhia each 
sell about 4 million pounds or geoducks :1 year. 
And more an~ on the way. 

Within five years, corporations such <lS 
Taylor-United in Washington plan to harvest 
some 3 million geoducks from tidal farms. 

/\Iaska h<lrvesters say if the state continues 
to open new areas to geoduck harvest, finds 
solutions to the PSP problem and helps aqua
culture fanners develop geoduck farms, 
Alaska may impr(Jve its standing in the mar
ketplace- or, at le<lst, stay neck ami neck 
with the competition. 

• Doug Schneider is the science writer with the Alaska 
Sea Grant College Program, a marine research and edu· 
cation program at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. He 
can be reached at fndgs@aurora.aloska.cdu. 

"We \vant the live product to offer the greatest an1o1mt of 
econotnic return for the harvester. At the same tin1e we want 
to be assured that all live product is safe t<::>r the consun1er." 

-Jlfike Osta.sz, Department (.if JJ'nubvnmental Consen·ation 
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P11~LIC SAFETY I 8,000 mice die to protect your suslti 

Dick Barrett, of the Department of Environmental Conservation, samples hundreds of geoducks at his lab in Palmer during the height of the sea
son from November to February. Technicians inject a solution that includes the clam's viscera into a mouse, then wait to see if the mouse dies. 

I 
fit weren't for the noble Norway mouse, the next 
clam or oyster you eat could be your last. 

Each year, some 8,000 mice sacrifice their lives 
in the only paralytic shellfish poisoning test avail
able, ensuring that people can safely eat Alaska 
oysters, clams, scallops and other shellfish. 

"I don't like killing mice any more than anyone 
else," says Dick Barrett, supervisor of the state's food 
testing laboratory. "If there was another test that 
would eliminate the use of mice and improve accuracy, 
we'd be the first ones to go to it." 

In 1997, one Alaskan died and several became vio
lently ill after eating untested shellfish they harvested 
from state beaches. This year, two people have 
become ill after eating untested shellfish; no one has 
died. · 

While shellfish dug recreationally or for subsistence 
arc not tested, commercially harvested shellfish
including gcoducks- must be ceqified safe . 

During the height of the season- November 
through Fcbrum·y- hundreds of gcoducks arrive at 
Ban·ett's lab in Palmer. Most samples arrive in 
Styrofoam coolers via overnight express mail or air 
cargo. Technicians quickly extract and test the viscera, 
where most PSP accumulates , as well as the edible 
musde. 

Samples are ground up in something that resembles 
a food processor until they look like pea soup. 
Technicians then weigh out 100 grams Of muscle and 
viscera. To each they add 100 milliliters of hydrochlo
ric acid to lower the pH. The entire solution is then 
boiled five minutes. Boiling kills bacteria but doesn't 
destroy the toxin. 

Technicians then inject each solution into separate 
mice. The effect of PSP is the same on mice as it is on 
people. A neurotoxin, PSP blocks the movement of sodi
um through cell membranes, stopping nerve impulses. 
Tingling sensations, numbness and disorientation often 
follow. In advanced stages, the toxin can cause paraly
sis and restrict breathing. If the mice die, the PSP con
centration exceeds the state and federal limit of 80 
micrograms. 

Since Barrett joined DEC in the early 1980s, no one 
has taken ill or died after eating a commercially raised 
or harvested shellfish. 

"Some people moan and groan about the conserva
tive approach the state takes with PSP," says Barrett. 
"But a case of PSP (could) set industry back years, 
because no one will want to buy our products. We aren't 
willing to take that risk." 

- Doug Schneider 

'· 
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Land sale settles road dispute 
Fish and Game will manage 30-acre parcel along Kenai River 
The Associated Press 

SOLDOTNA - 1\ fishing 
guide here has agreed to sell 
his land alon~ the Kcnni Riv
et· to the sUite .. dropping n 
fight fot· permission to !-mild 
n road across nearbv \\'et
l<mds considered crit-ical to 
the health of the Kenai Hiv
eL 

Mark Kuwada, a habitat bi
ologist for the Alaska Depart
ment of Fish and Game. said 
the state plans to buy roughly 
30 acres from Put Carter us
ing the last chunk or the $1.2 
million Fish .and Game re
ceived from the cl'iminal set
tlement nfter the Exxon 

Valdez oil spill. 
The Department of Natur

al Resources will own the 
land. Fish and Game will 
manage it for habitat protec
tion and keep it in its natural 
state. 

'Tm pleased that we have 
a resolution," saiJ .Janet 
Kowalski, director of the 
I Iabitat and Restoration Divi
sion of Fish and Game. "It re
ally is a unique piece of wet" 
Iunds that definitely relates 
to the success of the spawn
ing areas right next to it. •· 

But Carter, the landowner, 
said it wasn't a habitat issue. 
The real issue w:1s u group or 

. ;. . . 

neighbors who didn't want to 
lool< down on a new road m· a 
new roof, he said, and used 
the state's pct·mit review sys
tem to hlock him from build
ing his dream house. 

"This was u little road pro
ject to somebody's private 
prope1·ty," he s<lid. and the 
whole thing got blown out of 
proportion. 

Because the purchi)sc has 
not closed, KuwaJa said he 
could reveal neither the ap
praised value of Caner's land 
nor the agreed-upon price. 
Fm· tax purposes, the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough has val
ued it ;n S 171,000 . 

Carter said he'll get more 
than he paid for the land. but 
given the cost of perm~ts and 
appeals. he'll lose money 
overall. And he said the 
stress of the process had tak· 
en a toll on his health. 

Carter said he has no prob
lem with controlling develop
ment along the river, but if 
the agencies want to control 
development. they should de
velop some overall plan, not 
do it piecemeal. 

"To usc the system to try 
to bankrupt somebody. that's 
ridiculous," he said. "Private 
property owners on the river 
-they can't fight the state." 
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INSIDE ALASI<A BusiNESS 
Sea lion decision delayed 
The North Pacific Fisheries Manage
ment Council this week delayed until 
its Dec. 9-14 meeting possible action 
to curtail bottom fisheries off Alas
ka's coast to protect endangered 
Steller sea lions. The council mem
bers had hoped that the National Ma
rine Fisheries Service would come to 
this week's meetings with a finding 
about whether commercial fishing is 
affecting the decline and recovery of 
the sea lion. If NMFS found that fish
ing affected Steller population, the 
council will need to change to fishery 
management to protect the endan
gered species. This week the council 
instead took comment on the state of 
the endangered sea lion and its inter
action with commercial fishing. The 
council voted to send that comment to 
the NMFS. The council also voted to 
create a committee of industry lead
ers, conservationists and biologists to 
come up with long-term solutions to 
the Steller problem. The December 
meeting will be at the Hilton Anchor
age. 
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':Jeir assures fish for hignik subsistence 3ers 
Edltor'a nOte: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground In Prince William Sound, spHIIng 
neBrty 11 miiDon gallons of Alaska crude oil. llme has 
sinCe told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
T~t~lp tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trust,ee 
CooncU Is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recpvery within the spill region. . ,_ 

By JODY SEITZ 

; "Out here it's natural resources, fish, or game. The 
stores out here aren't that good, and the way the fish
eries have been going, if you're not a permit holder 
you're not going to make that much money. Last year 
a lot of guys only made $5,000 for the year, so subsis
tence is really important," said David Owen, manager 
of the Chignik weir. 

When one of the largest sockeye runs in the state 
• can't provide for subsistence, something is wrong. 
\ The Chignik River is among the most productive 

·sockeye systems on .the Alaska Peninsula. Until a few 
years ago, subsistence and commercial fishers peace
~y coexisted, some of them harvesting in both fish
Qies. 

'11ten the price of salmon dropped, reaching a 10-
year ·~ow in 1993. Commercial fishers began to fish 
later and later into the season. For a few years, man-

agers didn't realize 
that commercial 
catches were too 
high and that fish 
needed for subsis
tence weren't reach
ing the upper river. 

The fisheries of 
the Chignik district 
had been managed based on the number of fish escap
ing past a weir on the Chignik River from June 
through the first week in August. After the weir was 
removed in August, managers continued to judge the 
strength of the escapement by the size of the commer
cial catches. 

"Over the years we probably had too much of a 
commercial fishery," said Owen. 

"Because as time went on, we fished later and 
later, and we estimated escapement based on our 
catches and they may or may not have been cor
rect" 

Wayne Donaldson, a Department of Fish and 
Game management biologist explained: 'The total 
escapement was met, but the later portions of the run 
were weak and not getting through." 

Complaints started coming in. People were not 
getting enough fish for subsistence. 

"Yeah, it was a big issue here about three to four 
years ago," said Johnny Lind, president of the 
Chignik Lake Village Council. "People were going 
down to the lagoon and trying to get their subsistence 
and they couldn't even get any kind of fish. That's 
when it became a really big issue." 

To be able to monitor the escapement and the com
mercial harvest with subsistence needs in mind, they 
needed to keep the weir up longer. 

In 1995, the Department of Fish and Game 
received funding from the state-administered crimi
nal settlement of the Exxon Valdez oil spill to keep 
the weir operating into the first week of September. 
Now they also use lighted underwater video cam
eras to illuminate the fish as they pass through the 
weir. 

Owen says the problem has essentially been 
resolved. Now the department has good solid data on 
which to base decisions. ' 

"When we make our decision, it's not all based on 
catch data," said Owen. "It's based on escapement 
data, a lot better escapement data than we had 
before." 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces tM 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 
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Exxon adds jury coercion to appeal 
By NATALIE PHILLIPS 
Daily News reporter 

Exxon hasn't been able to con
vince a federal court judge that jury 
tamperi.J:Jg and coercion led to a $5.3 
billion verdict in the 1989 .oil spill 
case. 

So the oil company has added 
that argument to the long list of is
sues under appeal with the 9th u.s. 
District Court of Appeals. The com
pany's arguments were contained in 
a brief unsealed this week ·in San 
Francisco. 

Although the jury tampering con
tention isn't new, the brief con
tained fresh details about the com
pany's. claim that one juror was 
threatened by a fellow juror and 

that a courthouse security guard "she acqUiesced in a $S billion puni
threatened one juror and frater- tive damages verdict with which she 
nized with others. did not agree." As evidence, they 

Exxon also contends that federal quote Wilson from a deposition taken 
court Judge Russel Holland failed in March. Her deposition remains a 
to investigate and act on the se<f.uljii- sealed court document. 
ty guard's behavior. Hol:ftu'td In the sworn ·deposition, Wilson 
presided over the 1994 trial and in said that a security guard told her 
July rejected pleas for a retrial she "could be shot, accidentally, 
based on the jury tampering cla.im. with a throw-away gun on break and 

The appeal, which is based on wouldn't be able to prove who did it 
more than 20 claims by Exxon, is ..• and he told me that he could kill 
expected to be considered next . me and no one would know," nc-
spring. cording to Exxon's brief. 

The brief was unsealed this week : In explaining why she voted for 
after both sides stipulated that it the $S bil).ion verdict, Wilson said in 
could be made public. the deposition that as the jurors 

Exxon claims that as a result of the were filing into the courtroom, one 
threats made to juror Rita Wilson, of the jurors "told me that my 

daughters were very good-looking 
and to think about that when I gave 
my vote." 

Holland heard Wilson's claims 
and rejected them in his July ruling. 
He found that Wilson's memory of 
the trial was "not credible" and the 
sto·ry she told the court during her 
deposition was "shocking and 
bizarre." 

Attorneys representing the plain
tiffs in the lawsuit arc scheduled to 
file a response to Exxon's motion to
day. 

Attorney David Oesting said· 
Exxon has painted an inaccurate · 
picture of what happened between 
juror Wilson, the security guard 
and others. 

The issue of whether jurors were 
influenced by outside forces has 

· haunted the case since shortly after 
the verdict was returned in the fall 
of 1994. ·After returning the verdict, 
many of the jurors in the case 
agreed to talk about their experi
ence. 

They explained that Wilson was 
not the last hold-out in returning the 
. record verdict. They also described 
Wilson as very emotional and diffi. 
cult to deal with throughout jury de
liberations. 

In the months nff'er the trial, 
Exxon convinced the court tu ques
tion the jurors under oath about 

Please see Page B-3, EXXON · 

EXXON: Court brief reveals jury tampering allegations 
I Continued from Page B-1 I 
tampering and outside influ
ences. 

Those depositions re
vealed that a security guard 
had inapproprintcly frater
nized with jurors and inap
propriately asked about what 
was going on in the delibera
tion room. One juror report-

ed that the security guard 
once flashed a bullet and sug
gested that it could be used 
to deal with Wilson, who was 
visibly emotional about de
liberations. The juror said 
that it made him uncomfort
able but that he felt the com
ment was made in a joking 
manner. 

In a deposition, the securi-

ty guard denied the incident. 
But later, unbeknownst to 

the court and the litigants, 
the security guard flunked a 
polygraph test that the juror 
passed. 

The security guard then 
admitted he had made com
ments about Wilson to the ju
ror. The security guard was 
fired and died five months 

later of a heart attack. Exxon 
contends that Judge Holland 
knew an investigation was 
being conducted regarding 
the security guard's behav
ior, but that the judge failed 
to act on it. 

0 Reporter Natalie Phillips can be 
reached at nphllllps@adn.com. 
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Oil-spill watchdog group couriters critics 
By BEN SPIESS 
Daily News reporter 

A key protection put in place. 
after the 1989 Exxon oil spill is 
weathering heavy criticism from 
the oil industry as the Coast 
Guard begins evaluating the suc
cess of the citizens group created 
to watchdog Prince William 
Sound tanker traffic. 

Accused of a range of faults 
including an unruly board, over~ 
stepping its authority and sup
portmg lawsuits against the in
dustry, the Prince William Sound 

• EXXON: Oil company still trying to. 
overturn spill verdict. B-1 . 

Regional Citizens Advisory Coun
cil counters that it is doing its job: 
monitoring a business that has a 
poor record governing itself. 

agreed on .everything, I doubt 
we'd be doing our job." 

After eight years, Arco Marine 
Inc., Brjtish Petroleum Shipping 
and SeaRiver (Exxon's shipping 
company) find little in RCAC 
they would like to see applied to 
other ports in the United States. 

"RCAC cannot be held as a 
model organization should it be 
seen to be necessary elsewhere," 
wrote Roger Gale, viCe president 
of the. BP Oil Shipping Company 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 

the Exxon spill to bring citizen 
oversight to the huge Valdez 
tanker port. The 19-member 
council of people from towns 
such as H~mer and Whittier, and 
from groups such as fishing, 
tourism and. aquaculture, over
sees a staff and a $2 million annu
al budget that the oil industry 
funds. Among its activities, the 
council reviews spill cleanup and 
prevention plans, researches the 
problem of icebergs in shipping 

"Our priority is safety. Their 
priority is mak;"1g money, so I'm 
not surprised that they're criti
cal," said Michelle O'Leary a 
Cordova fishermen who repre
sents the Sound's fishing inter
ests on the RCAC board. "If we The council was created after Please see Back Page, WATCHDOG 

WATCHDOG: Nine years after Exxon Valdez, protection program faces criticism 

lanes, studies tug boat tcchnologr 
and hires experts to examine oil 
company proccdut·cs. 

RCAC is unusual in that it gets 
money straight from the industry it 
monitors, a unique regulation 
scheme only shared with the chem
ical industry. RCAC may also be un
usual in its success. 

"It's one of the most dramatic ex
amples of eff~ctive citizen partici
pation in environmental policy," 
said George Busenberg, a re
searcher at the University of Wis
consin, who wrote his Ph.D. thesis 
on RCACs. 

The Coast Guard is charged with 
certifying RCAC, something it does 
annually since the group was set up 
in 1990. The Coast Guard will likely 
rule on this year's certification by 
Thanksgiving. Mild criticism from 
the oil' companies is typical, said 
Coast Guard Lt. Mike Pittman. But 

this year the Coast Guard began re- spiked with barbed comments. At a Arco Marine. 
viewing RCAC as a model for over- June meeting, several RCAC board John Devens, executive director 
sight groups that could be mandat- members said they could never of RCAC, said giving control of 
ed for places like Long Beach, trust the oil industry, according to RCAC to the companies that pay the 
Calif., or Pugct Sound. Each compa- Alycska's public comment. bills would undercut RCACs credi-
ny loudcd safety changes RCAC "Our mission here is not to get bility. 
helped create, but filled most of its along; it's safety," said Tom "We're a group of citizens em
pages sharp criticisms. Copeland, a board member who rep- powered by this money. It's a 

"Certain board and staff mem- resents environmental groups. unique situation." 
bers encourage polarization and The shipping companies also Alyeska has perhaps the closest 
adoption of adversarial positions," seek changes in structure of relationship with RCAC. The 
wrote A. Elmer, president of Exxon RCACs, limiting board members to Ancholilgb-bascd company avoided 
shipping in Houston. representatives of local communi- calling for changing the structure 

Funding for RCAC is "inherently ties, and ending interest group rep- of the group, but it criticized 
wrong," Gale wrote on behalf of BP. resentation because those groups RCAC's effort to expand its adviso-

"Thc unique history of one port arc not accountable to the public. ry role beyond! Prince William 
should not be assumed as a model The shippers also want communi- ·Sound· ro . the trans-Alaska oil 
for all other. JJ:.S .. POI:ts," wrote ties to pay for some of RCAC ex- . pip.eline, . .which. ~ycska. alsq., runs. 
Hersh Kohut; presidentof:Arco'"Ma:-·:·. penses. Separating power from··thtf · Rt.t\:C ·rtirrd.ed-'a' z"ev!t1w of thi:Cspill 
rinc in Long Beacn. . purse docs not· lead to a6countabili- ·plans for the pipeline in. the Copper 

Of concem tb all the shippers and; · ty, they con ten(\. ' · · · ' · ·R'ivcr valley and ncar Valdez on the 
Alycska Pipeline· Service Co. the · "Those who arc assigning pri- grounds that spilled oil in a 
oil industry-owned company that orities of a group should have drainage amounts to oil in the 
runs the Valdez port- is a working some skin in the game," said Sound. 
r~lationship t~at is often confronta- I~ichard Ranger, manager of safe- Alycska challenged the council's 
tiona!. Mectmgs arc sometimes ty and emergency response for right to oversee the pipeline and 

threatened to sue if the group used 
oil industry money, Devens said. 
RCAC got other grants and paid for 
a professional review. 

"We're the only citizens' group 
ever to review that plan. (The law) 
doesn't restrict us from doing that," 
he said. 

The shippers also contend that a 
lawsuit from a .member is at. odds 
with his role rep·rcsenting the pub
lic. Copeland, who represents envi
ronmental groups; has appealed the 
Alaska Department of Environmen
tal Conservation approval of a oil 
spill cleanup plan. · 

"My role to with RCAC is per
ft::ctlY.· .in, line with . th;:~t lawsuit," 
Copeland said: "Sure, RCAC'makcs 
the oil industry mad. But this is a 
symptom ·C!f.a~}Jrocess. th&t•s .work
ing." 

0 Reporter Ben Spiess can be reached at 
bspiess@adn.com. 
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Drifting buoys reveal the paths of tiny herring larvae 
By jody Seitz 

For The Vanguard 

The mysterious currents of Prince William Sound 
are beginning to come into focus. Data from drifting 
buoys released in 1996 and 1997 have helped identify 
the major currents that would carry plankton ,or, per
haps, spilled oil around the sound. Now a new group of 
nine drifter buoys released in May is showing the more 
subtle complexities of currents within some bays. 
Scientists are hoping to learn more about the sound's 
circulation, especially how tiny herring larvae end up in 
bays and stay there. 

Dr. Shari Vaughan, oceanographer with the Prince 
William Sound Science Center, is the principal investi
gator for the project, which is part of an ecosystem study 
of pink salmon and herring production in the sound. 

Buoys have several advantages over a standard 
oceanographic cruise. They are objective, unbiased trac
ers of ocean currents. They transmit data continuously 
for weeks or months. And they are cost-effective. The 
buoys cost $2,200.each. Most dedicated oceanograph
ic research vessels cost $12,000 to $15,000 per day to 
charter. · 

The buoys also produce results promptly. The ones 
released in May quickly confirmed some previously 
suspected circulation patterns. The release of all nine 
buoys was timed to coincide with the hatching of her
ring spawn and the emergence of billions of larvae. 

Each buoy is attached to a large canvas sack; or 
drogue, that measures the currents 13 to 17 meters 
down. The buoys transmit their position and the.water 

temperature every two hours to a satellite which th~n 
sends the data to a processing center in France called 
ARGOS, which relays it to the Science Center in 
Cordova by e-mail. 

The buoys were released between Hell's Hole and 
St. Matthew's Bay, in Port Gravina, historically one of, 
the areas where spawn is the thickest. As of Aug. II,. 
seven buoys were still transmitting their positions. Two 
were in the central part of the sound, one exited 
Hinchenbrook Entrance and made it all the way to 
Cook Inlet, and four were still within the grip of Port 
Gravina. 

"What these things have told us so far is that there is 
something retaining them in at least Port Gravina in the 
springtime," Vaughan said. 

In addition to testing circulation models of Prince 
William Sound, these buoys also may help scientists 

. compare herring stocks in the sound to herring stocks 
along the southern Kenai Peninsula. ''The fact that these 
drifters, especially from northeast Prince William 
Sound, could escape (the sound) and stop at every little· 
bay along the southern Kenai until they reach Cook 
Inlet might have some implications for herring stock 
relationships." · · 

Vaughan will let the buoys drift until they no longer 
transmit their position, which could be as long as six 
months. , 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and produces the Alaska 
Coastal Currems radio program. The series is spon
sored by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to 
provide information about restoration activities within 
the spill region. 

Journalist 
needs oil spill stuff 

Internet surfers who survived the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill can help 
Cornelia Boos of Germany with her 
television documentary on life after 
the oil spill by telling her their sto
ries. 

Boos is interested in how the oil 
spill affected people's lives, not only 
economically, but emotionally and 
socially as welL 

Contact .Cornelia at Cornelia 
Boos @compuserve.com. 
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Sea life 
adjusting 
to slow 
sea.son 
By Colleen Kelly 
LOG Staff _,. 

A seasonal downturn in VISI

tors has the Alaska SeaLife 
Center looking at all sorts of pos
sibilities to reverse the trend in 
visitor numbers. 

According to Maureen Sims, 
coordinator of external affairs, 
the decrease that occurred after 
Labor Day weekend . was not 
unexpected. It's just a bigger drop 
than anticipated, she said.· · ·· 

Sims said the ScaLife Center 
was at about 90 percent of its pro
jecti9ns for summer visitation, 
but shoulder, or off-season, num
bers arc further off the marie. 

"We've considered everything 
across the board," the coordinator 
said. "We're coming up with new 
and different programs to get traf
fic up. We're offering several dif
ferent special deals." 

With the hiring this fall of Ben 
Ellis as development director, 
Sims said there is a renewed 
focus on that aspect of generating 
r~venuc. 

"Development takes a long 
time to cultivate," she said. 
"We're looking at the beginning 
of next year to see the fruits of 
our cultivation." 

For November, the SeaLife 
Center is cond~cting a 
Thanksgiving Food Drive that 
will offer reduced admission 
prices to people who donate two 

cans of food. Adults get $2.50 off 
their ticket and kids save $2 when 
they bring in cans, she said. 

In turn, the SeaLife Center 
will give the cans of people food 
to both the Seward Chapter of the 
Salvation Army for its annual 
Thanksgiving dinner and its food 
bank and to the Seaman's 
Mission for its food bank. Animal 
food will go to the Seward 
Animal Shelter. 

This week the center is mov
ing its ticket counter to the sec
ond floor. In place of the ticket 
counter, Sims said, they hope to 
have an espresso service operat
ing December through April. The 
SeaLife Center last week issued a 
request for proposals from ven
dors interested in running the 
beverage service. Deadline is 
Nov. 16. 

With ticketing operations on 
the second floor, Sims said the 
lobby will be used for a variety of 
events. Among these is the Old
Fashioned Holiday Kickoff and 
Seward Appreciation Evening set 
for Nov. 27 frof!l 5-7:30 p.m. 
According to Sims, the ScaLife 
Center will serve music, cider, 
hot chocolate and Christmas 
cookies to the community. They 
are asking the public to bring an 
ornament to help decorate the 
SeaLife Center Christmas tree. 
Seward residents will be admitted 
free of charge to the facility for 
the event. 

The following day there will 
be two performances by Good 
Dog. The musical group will pre
sent a children's concert from II 
- II :45 a.m. and a contemporary 
folk and pop music program from 
I - 3 p.m. Both performances will 
be in the lobby area and there will 
be no entrance fcc to either. 



CORDOVA TIMES 
November 12, 1998 

Scientists search for 
gene markers in pollock 
By Jody Seitz 

For The Times 

Since 1995, there's been a 
respectable harvest of pollock in 
Prince WLlliam Sound for the handful 
of boats that join in the fishery. Even 
though it appears that pollock spawn 
in the Sound and there's a growing 
number of them, they are considered 
part of the Gulf of Alaska population 
and managed conservatively by the 
North Pacific Fisheries Management 
Council. 

All seasons and quotas are set by 
the council; state waters are rarely 
open for fishing outside the season 
specified for the Gulf of Alaska. In 
the past, the quota for pollock was 
reached in offshore waters by larger 
boats before smaller boats could fish 
in the more protected waters of 
Prince William Sound. 

Before 1995, the harvest in the 
Sound was about 4 metric tons per 
year. That spring, fishermen traveling 
to Cordova spied huge schools of the 
fish. Nine trawlers caught a total of 
2,857 metric tons. In 1997 the total 
harvest was 1,860 metric tons, 
including the test fishery. Prince 
William Sound Science Center 
researchers doing oil spill research 
have contributed to the harvest of 
pollock by tracking the size and loca
tion of the school. 

Now genetic research is under
way to tell whether or not -the 
Sound's pollock actually are part of 
the Gulf of Alaska population. 

Pollock are highly migratory. In 
addition to those in the Sound, 
spawning populations have been 
found in Shclikof Straits. in the Gulf 
of Alaska off the outer Kenai, off 
Bogoslof Island in the Bering Sea, 

... 

Coastal 
currents 

and in the Sea of Okhotsk. Even 
though scientists know pollock live 
in the Sound all year, the relationship 
between those in the Sound and those 
in the Gulf of Alaska has not been 
clear. 

Until 1995, the only stock assess
ments available were trawl and 
acoustic surveys carried out by the 
National Marine Fisheries Service in 
the adjacent waters of the Gulf of 
Alaska every three years in summer. 
The state had not assessed thc.bio
.mass in Prince William Sound since 
1989. 

According to Bill Bechtol, 
Research Project Leader with the 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, to manage the fishery in state 
waters, managers need to know the 
size of the population. But the feder
al surveys miss the summer pollock 
in the Sound. 

"We know that we have pollock 
in Prince William Sound in summer 
time at the same time this survey is 
conducted in adjacent gulf waters, so 
by default we know these fish arc in 
fact missed, not assessed by the fed
eral survey," said Bechtol. 

Scientists think pollock return to 
certain areas each winter to spawn. 
To target the spawning population in 
Prince William Sound, Fish and 
Game conducted surveys in the 
Sound in February of 1995, 1996, 
and 1998. "We have typically found 
spawning pollock in the southwest 
area down around Port Bainbridge 
and southern Knight Island Passage. 
This year we found them in the 

mouth of Orca Bay. There was a fair
ly substantial biomass all the way 
from Hinchinbrook Entrance up 
toward Fidalgo. So we've definitely 
found spawning populations 
throughout the Sound," said Bechtol. 

State scientists conducting genet
ic research for the Exxon Yaldez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council are looking at 
how pollock move around when 
they're spawning and how their 
schools change over time. 

In hopes of collecting the geneti
cally similar individuals from each 
area, scientists collected adults from 
these spawning areas. They've been 

· examining each of these populations' 
gene markers and comparing them 
over the last two years. 

"We're primarily comparing the 
Port Bainbridge population to the 
Shelikof Strait spawning population. 
We have also obtained a collection 
from the Bogoslof Island spawning 
population," said Jim Seeb, a Fish 
and Game geneticist. 

Preliminary indications are that 
there are some detectable genetic dif
ferences between pollock which 
spawn in Prince William Sound and 
those which spawn in Shelikof 
Straits. If these findings are borne out 
by the final analysis, Fish and Game 
will have a strong case for establish
ing separate managemenLguidelines 
for pollock in Prince William Sound. 

They hope to have results on this 
study by February 1999, according 
to Sceb. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currems radio program. 



Stellers' fate put on hold 
Fisheries officials offer no science 
By BEN SPIESS 
Daily News reporter 

The North Pacific Fishery Manage
ment Council is meeting in Anchorage 
this week, ready to wrangle over the 
latest cl'isis in Alaska's $1 billion 
bottom-fish business: the plight of the 
endangered Steller sea lion. 

But what changes, if any, the 
falling numbers of Stellers may force 
in the pollock and mackerel fishery 
will wait. 

The National Marine Fisheries Ser
vice asked for the special meeting on 
the sea lions, but Nl'vlFS showed up 
with no conclusion about whether 
fishing is hurting Stellers - a pre
requisite for any discussion over 
changes in the industry. 

The meetings of the lawyers, fish
ermen, environmentalists and ac
tivists are going ahead at the Anchor-

age Hilton. 
But without the NMFS ruling, 

"We're all kind of wondering what 
we're doing here," said Dorothy 
Childers, executive director of the 
Alaska Marine Conservation Council. 

There has been wide expectation 
that NMFS would mle that commer
cial fishing is hurting the Stellers. 

Since 1975. the Steller population 
in Western Alaska has· fallen 80 per
cent, to about 20,000 animals. In 1990, 
NMFS deemed the sea lions \\'el·e 
threatened. Last year. federal author
ities ruled Stelle1·s in danger of be
coming extinct. In the waters m·ound 
the Stellar rookeries and haulouts is 
the largest single' fishery in the Unit
ed States: the nearly 3 billion pound 
pollock catch in the Bering Sea and 

Please see Page F-2, STELLERS 

Steller sea lion 
Description: Largest of the eared 
seals. bulls average 11 feet in length, 
and weigh up to 2,000 pounds. Fe
males are much smaller. 8 feet long 
and weigh 500 to 700 pounds. Steller 
sea lions eat a wide variety offish, 
like pollock, flounder. herring. cod, 
salmon. rockfish. 
and invertebrates. · 
like squid and 
octopus. 

Western population: Declared 
endangered in 1997, ranges from 
Prince William Sound through 
the Aleutian chain. 

Steller sea lion. distribution 

Sources: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 
Na11onal Marine Fisheries Service · · 

RON ENGSTROM I Anchorage Datly News 
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Steller sea lions gather in June 1994 oH Chowiet Island. Since 1975, the population in Western Alaska has fallen 80 percent to about 20,000. 
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Gulf of Alaska. 
However, while the circumstantial evi

dence of an effect is strong, there is no direct 
scientific link between disappearing Stellers 
and the pollock fishery. 

"Can we say for sure that pollock fishing is 
driving this? No. There is still some uncer
tainty," said Jim Balsiger, acting regional di
rector of NMFS. "Because pollock is so im
portant, we're trying to be more careful." 

Balsiger said he hopes to have a decision 
that the industry can act on in December. 

Into the scientific gray area, supporters of 
the pollock industry are trying to cast doubt 
on blaming the decline on fishing. 

"Everyone assumes pollock is the problem, 
but a lot of the science disagrees with that," 
said Glenn Reid, executive director of the 
North Pacific Seafood Coalition. 

A climate shift in North Pacific waters 
may be reducing the amount of capelin, her
ring or other prey species available to sea li
ons, suggested Andrew Trites,' a marine 
mammal biologist from the University of 
British Columbia told the Council Advisory 
Panel on Tuesday. Stellers may have been 
forced to feed on the less-nutritious pollock, 

hurting their overall health. 
"In the Bering Sea you've got huge re

movals of fish, and Stellers are going down. 
But there's no pollock fishing in Prince 
William Sound and you see the same decline," 
said Al Geiser, a Kodiak fisherman, who fish
es in the Bering Sea. "Is this a matter of biol
ogy or politics?" 

But for conservation groups, the circum
stantial case against the fishing industry is 
too strong to ignore. 

"We're looking at a species that is in dan
ger of becoming extinct. Two of the largest 
fisheries in the world are concentrated in that 
species critical habitat," said Ken Stump of 
the American Oceans Campaign. That group, 
the Sierra Club and Greenpeace sued NMFS 
in April charging the agency has not acted to 
protect Steller habitat. 

The judge hem·ing the case has given NMFS 
until Dec. 16 to reach a decision about whether 
commercial fishing is affecting Stellers. In a 
draft plan presented in October, NMFS biolo
gists made several proposals for changing 
fishing, including no-trawl zones around sea 
lion rookeries and haulouts, breaking the pol
lock season into three rather than two seasons 
and reducing the catch in certain areas. 

But NMFS still needs to reach a final deci-

Endangered sea lions 
Population estimates of Steller 

sea lions in Western Alaska 
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RON ENGSTROM: Anchorage Oa•ly News 

sion about fishing before any action is taken. 
"We wanted to have a decision for the 

council and the industry to consider. It's un
satisfying for all of us," Balsiger said. 

Meanwhile, the council is turning to the oth
er items on its agenda: the details of the Amer
ican Fisheries Act, a new federal law that re
duces the number of factory trawlers- which 
catch and process pollock- and shifts more of 
the pollock catch to smaller vessels that deliv
er their catches to onshore processors. 

:J Reporter Ben Spiess can be reached at 
bspiess@adn.com. 
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Biologists get surprise 
grant to study Pacific 

TltE AUOCU. HD Pltl!ll 

ANCHORAGE- The University 
of Alaska and the U.S. Depart
ment of the Interior are scram
bling to determine how to get $6.6 
million into the hands of research 
biologists by next spring to study 
the North Pacific. 

The Alaska money was part of 
the Interior Department's budget, 
and it came as something of a sur
prise. 

The appropriations bill stipu
lates that the money should be 
used for basiC marine research in 
the North Pacific Ocean. The U.S. 
Department of Commerce, the De
partment of the Interior and Alas
ka officials must approve the 
study plan. 

The money will-be turned over 
to the university to administer a 
grants program, said Bill Seitz, di
rector of the Interior's Biological 
Resources Division. 

Seitz said a plan should be writ
ten within the next few weeks so 
researchers can submit grant ap
plications in January or February. 

S. Seitz wants 'th~ program be an 
.... open competition that would allow 

researchers outside the university 
to apply for the grant money. 

Seitz hopes the agencies will 
agree to follow a study plan devel
oped this year by a number of gov
ernment agencies to better under
stand the Bering Sea ecosystem. 

That includes determining why the 
endangered Stellar sea lion• popu
lation continues to decline. 

Sen. Ted Stevens secured the 
study money for the state. The 
Alaska Republican long has been 
concerned about the health of the 
Bering Sea and has pushed to limit 
the number of factory trawlers 
working there. 

Fishery managers contend the 
ecosystem is healthy. The Bering 
Sea is one of Alaska's biggest eco
nomic generators. It provided 1.5 
billion pounds of pollock in 1997, 
resulting in products valued at 
over $350 million and creating jobs 
for more than 3,000 people. 

Environmental groups believe 
the factory trawlers are harming 
the marine ecosystem by 
overfishing and killing a lot of sea 
life accidentally hauled up in their 
nets. 

The appropriations money 
comes from the spoils of a 17-year~ 
old lawsuit over development off 
the coast of the Arctic National 
Wildlif.e..~fug~,~F.4,W O~p~;aQ,Wil
liams~· the toP' b•terior.'Official inJ 
Alaska, .. -· ,; · · . . :: ·:·. ·· 

When the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled against the state of Alaska 
nearly two years ago, about $1.4 
billion from oil-lease proceeds 
held in escrow ended in the federal 
government's coffers. 
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Project guards· Kenai River waters 
BySHANALOSHBAUGH 
Peninsula Clarion 

Volunteers, scientists and land managers are 
putting the final touches on a plan to help them 
understand the Kenai River and protect its water 
quality. The plan aims to foster cooperation, effi
ciency and accessibility. 

On Wednesday, representatives of federal, state 
and local government sat down with environmental 
groups for an all-day workshop on water study pro
jects on the Kenai Peninsula and an evening open 
house to review a report, the "Framework for Water 
Quality Monitoring on the Kenai River." 

The water monitoring involves testing water sam
ples and measuring the physical traits of the 9ver to 
check for changes in chemistry, organisms or. phys
ical conditions that could signal trouble for t~e vital 
waterway. 

Participants heard presentations about ongoing 

\ 

science projects by the U.S. Geological Survey, The 
Kenai Watershed Forum, The Nature Conservancy, 
the Alaska Department ofFish and Game, the Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources, the Kenai 
National Wildlife Refuge, Cook Inlet Keeper and the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

That evening, The Nature Conservancy hosted an 
open house to discuss the water quality framework 
project and report. 

The framework report reviews past monitoring 
efforts, suggests test sites, recommends technical 
procedures for scientific sampling and sets out 
guidelines for cooperation among public agencies 
and private organizations. 

One innovative section categorizes levels of data, 
providing a way even groups without technical 
expertise, such as elementary school classes, can 
collect meaningful infonnation scientists can use. 
The report helps such groups attain rigorous quality 

_. ., -- -- See WATER, back page ..... 
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standards without great expense. 
The framework ends with a 

suggested "statement of coopera
tion" for agencies and groups to 
sign. The framework is a way for 
all parties to communicate and 
work together, without sacrific
ing their autonomy. said William 
Ashton, an Anchorage environ
mental consultant who has been 
coordinating the framework. 

The ideas detailed in the frame
work already are making a differ
ence. 

Agencies and volunteer groups 
are bridging the gap between gov
ernment and the public to work 
. together to everyone's benefit. 
Concerned citizens are learning 
mor~ about local environmental 
conditions and applied science; 
·agencies are learning to trust and 
work with volunteers. 

The venture reflects a trend to 
return government to the people 
and make it cheaper in the 
process. 

"The public wins," Ashton 
said. "More data is collected per 

agency dollar because of volun
teers. People become more edu
cated and aware." 

The Kenai Watershed Forum, 
fqr exll!Dple; ~all}~d · volqntt:;ers 
over this past year using materials 
provided by the Cook Inlet 
Keeper but reviewed and 
approved by the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
and the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. Those Kenai 
Watershed volunteers have assist
ed Fish and Game and the USGS 
in some field studies. 

In a few years, people will be 
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'The public wins. 
More data is collect
ed per agency dollar 
because of volun
teers. People become 
more educated and 
aware.' 

-William Ashton 
Environmental consultant 

able to go onto the Internet and 
find good information on the 
Kenai River at their fingertips as 
the project takes shape. 

Over the past year, The Nature 
Conservancy has organized meet
ings on the water quality monitor
ing plan . 

Now that the framework is 
nearly finished, the conservancy 
is turning the project over to the 
Kenai River Special Management 
Area board, an advisory body that 
reports to Alaska State Parks. 

An informal group of agency 
scientists, environmental groups 
and citizen volunteers called the 
Kenai River Coordination Group 
will organize the details of moni
toring projects from now on. Phil 

North, the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency's agent on the 
Kenai Peninsula, chairs the 
group. It will.report to a KRSMA 
siit;coiilliiittee set Up to ovedee 
water quality monitoring. 

The KRSMA board formally 

recommended ongoing water 
quality monitoring in its 1997 
Kenai River Comprehensive 
Management Plan, but no agency 
had responsibility for organizing 
such monitoring. 

The conservancy, although not 
a monitoring group, decided to 
"facilitate" the process, said 
Michelle Brown, head of the con
servancy's project offi.ce in 
Soldotna. 

The Nature Conservancy, a 
national nonprofit environmental 
group specializing in cooperative 
private ventures to protect habi
tat, has been working on Kenai 
River projects for about six years, 
she said. 

The Nature Conservancy hired 
Ashton to organize meetings and 
draft a plan to coordinate and 
enhance water quality te~ting. • 

Ashton said it's. fairlY unique 
for a nonprofit.to step for}vard and 
take charge of a project 'like this. 
He praised the organization's 
leadership and effectiveness. 

The informal "water monitor
ing coalition" got together last 
fall and met during the winter to 
write a framework strategy. 

Based on the meetings, Ashton 
wrote the draft framework in the 
spring. The Nature Conservancy 
circulated it for public comment. 

The final document will go to 
the KRSMA board for final 

·approval at the board's December 
meetin~. he said. . . .. . 

top1es wiU be available at !lie 
Nature Conservancy office ~n 
Soldotna. 
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North Pacific researchers get surprise grant · 
ANCHORAGE (AP) - The 

University of Alaska and the U.S. 
Department of the Interior are 
scrambling to determine how to 
get $6.6 million into the hands of 
research biologists by next spring 
to study the North Pacific. 

The Alaska money was part of 
the Interior Department's budget, 
and it came as something of a 
surprise. 

The appropriations bill stipulates 
that the money should be used for 
basic marine research in the North 
Pacific Ocean. The U.S. Depart
ment of Commerce, the Depart
ment ofthe Interior and Alaska of
ficials must approve the study plan. 

1be money will be turned over 

to the university to administer a 
grants program, said Bill Seitz, di
rector of the Interior's Biological 
Resources Division. 

Seitz said a plan should be writ
ten within the neJtl few weeks so 
researchers can submit grant ap
plications in January or February. 
Seitz wants the program be an 
open competition that would al
low researchers outside the uni
versity to apply for the grant 
money. 

Seitz hopes the agencies will 
agree to follow a study plan devel
oped this year by a number of gov
ernment agencies to better under
stand the Bering Sea ecosystem. 
lbat includes determining why the 

endangered Steller sea lion popu
lation continues to decline. 

Sen. Ted Stevens secured the 
study money for the state. Tile 
Alaska Republican long has been 
concerned about the health of the 
Bering Sea and has pushed to limit 

· the number of factory trawlers 
working there. 

Fishery managers contend the 
ecosystem is heallhy. The Bering 
Sea is one of Alaska's biggest eco
nomic generators. II provided 1.5 
billion pounds of pollock in 1997, 
resulting in products valued at over 
$350 million and creating jobs for 
more than 3,000 people. 

Environmental groups believe 
the factory t.r.swlers are harming the 

marine ecosystem by overfiShing 
and killing a lot of sea life acci
dentally hauled up in their nets. 

The appropriations money 
comes from the spoils of a 17-
year-old lawsuit over development 
off the coast of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, said Deborah 
Williams, the top Interior official 
in Alaska. 

When the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled against the state of Alaska 
nearly two years ago, about $1.4 
billion from oil-lease proceeds 
held in escrow ended in the fed
eral government's coffers. 

Tile lawsuit was known as the 
Dinkum Sands suit, named after a 
small shoal off the Arctic coast. 

--. 
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Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By Jody Seitz 

··Weir assures fish for 
Chignik subsistence 

"Out here it's natural resources, 
fish, or game. 1llc stores out here 
aren't that good, and the way the 
f!Sht!ries have reen going, if you're 
not a ~Xnnit hokler you're not go
ing to make that much money. 
Last year a lot of guys only made 
SS,CXXJ for the year, so suhsistcnce 
is really imponant," said David 
Owen, manager, Chignik weir. 
. Whcn one of thc largest sock

eye runs in the stale can't pro
vide for suhsistence. something's 
wrong. 
· The Chignik River is among 

the most productive sockeye 
systems on the Alaska Penin
sula. Until a few years ago, 
subsistence and commercial 
fishermen peacefully cocxisteJ, 
some .of them harvesting in 
both fis.heries. 

Then the price of salmon 
dropped, reaching a I 0-year low 
in 199~. 

Commercial fishcrmcn hcgan 
to fish later and later into thc 
season. For a few years. man
agers didn't n:alize lh<~t com
mercial catches wen: too high 
and that fish needed for suhsis
tcnce wcr~:n't rt:a~hing thc up
per ri vt:r. 

The fishcries of the Chignik 
district had been managed based 
on Lhe r.umbcr of fish escaping 
past a weir on the Chignik River 
from June through the first week 
in Augus~- After the weir was 
removed in August, managers 
continued 'o judge the strength 
or the esc~menl hy the size of 
the com mer · al catches. 

"Ov.:r the years wc prohah~y 
had ((Ill lllU uf a commen:ial 
fisht:r) :· sai avid ( Jwt:n, man-
ager ol thc ignil.. wt:ir. ''Bt:-
causc a~ time ·nton. Wl' fished 
later and later we estimated 
~"SCapcmenl ha«;t... on our cah.:hes 
and they m:ay l'· not have 

hccn correct." 
\Vaync Donaldson, a Depart· 

men! of Fish and Game manage
ment hiologisl explained: ''The 
Total escapement was mel. hut 
the latcr ponions of the run werc 
weak and not gctting through." 

Complaints started coming in. 
People were not gelling cnough 
fish for suhsistcncc. _ 

"Ycah, it was a hig issuc ht:rc 
ahout thret: to four ycars ago, said 
Johnny Lind, prcsidcnt of thc 
Chignik Lakc Villagc Council. 
"People were going down to the 
lagoon and trying lo gel their sub
sistt:ncc and thcy couldn't cvcn 
gel any kind of fish. That's when 
'it hccamt: a really hig issuc." 

To hc ahlc to monitor thc cs
capemcnt and the commercial 
harvest with suhsistence needs in 

- mind, thcy ncedcd to keep the 
weir up longer. 

In 1995, the Department of 
Fish and Game received funding 
from the statc-administt:rcd 
criminal settkment of the Euon 
Valdct. oil spill to kt:cp the weir 
operating intO the first Wt:ek Of 
Septcmher. Now they also usc 
lighted underw;~ter video cam
er;~s to illurnin;~tc the fish as thcy 
pass through the w~:ir. 

Owen says the problem has es
sentially hcen resolved. Now the 
department has good solid data 
on which to hase decisions. 

"When we make our de~.:ision, 
it's not all based on catch data," 
said Owen. "It's hased on escape· 
ment data, a lot hcllt:r escapement 
data than wc had hcfore." 

JoJy Scit:. Jt,·t's in Cordol'lJ 
£lnd ulso pmdtiCt'.l /he ,\lud .. u 
Cnusrul Currnl/.1· radio prngram. 
The saics is sponsored h.' th<' 
E.c.wn VCilc!t·:. Oil Spill Trullet' 
Cnuncil 111 prm·iJe infnrnuuion 
ahou/ re.ttorution acti•·itio 
wilhin the spill re~ion. 
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Wright keeps an eve .on the Sound 
Cherilyn Johnson 
Whalesong Reporter 

B ruce Wright, visiting asso
ciate professor at UAS, not 
only teaches about wild

life, he does something about it. 
Wright, who teaches correspon
dence courses on bald eagles, 
bears, and whales, works as Chief 
of the Office of Oil Spill Damage 
Assessment and Restoration at the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. As such, he serves 
as NOAA liaison to the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. 

The council is made up of six 
entities, three state and three fed
eral-the State of Alaska, the 
Alaska Department of Environ
mental Conservation, the Alaska 
Department ofFish and Game, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the National Marine Fisheries 
Service, and the U.S. Department 
of the Interior. According to its 
mission statement, the council's 
goal is to "restore the environ
ment injured by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill to a healthy, productive, 
world-renowned ecosystem, 
while taking into account the im-

portance of quality of life and 
the need for viable opportuni
ties to establish and sustain a 
reasonable standard ofliving." 

As part of that process, 
Wright visited Prince William 
Sound last month with other 
council representatives. The 
council found the area to be in 
what they consider the restora
tion phase of its recovery. 

According to Wright, the 
council monitors a number of 
indicator species and considers 
the health of the total ecosys
tem as they evaluate oil spill re
covery in the Sound. One in
dicator species, the bald eagle, 
has recovered from the effects 
of the oil spill, and several 
other species are in the process 
of recovering. But some indi
cator species do not seem to be 
recovering well. (See sidebar, 
below.) 

The council does not leap 
to the conclusion that this is be
cause of the oil spill, Wright 
said. Evidence indicates that 

the entire Northeast Pacific re
gion, including Prince William 
Sound, experienced what is 
called a "regime shift" back in 
197 6. The area changed from a 
crustacean-based ecosystem to 
a fish-based ecosystem. Fish
ermen who had been reaping 
healthy harvests of shrimp and 
crab suddenly found their nets 
coming up empty. · 
· As part of the regime shift, 

the population of important for
age fish species like sand lance 
and herring dropped sharply. 
These species had provided 
food for such indicator species 
as marbled murrelets and har
bor seals. Based on this evi
dence, it appears that some in
dicator species were already in 
decline prior to the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, which took 
place in 1989. The complete 
1998 Status Report of the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Coun
cil is available through the 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game. 
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Harbor seal 

Harlequin duck 

Killer whole (AB pod) 

Marbled murrelet 

Pacific herring 

Pigeon guillemot 

Sea otter (western PWS) 

Archaeological resources 

Common murres 

Intertidal communities' 

Mussels 

Pink salmon } 
t: 

Sediments ~ 
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Sockeye salmon s 
l 

Subtidal communities 
Block oystercotcher 

Clams 

Common loon 

Cutthroat trout 

Designated wilderness areas 

Dolly Varden 

Kittlitz's murrelet 

River otter 
Commercial fishing Rockfish 

Passive uses 

Reaeation and Tourism 1. Status of intertidal communities based largely on 

Subsistence 
monitoring in sheltered rocky habitats in Prince William Sound; 
status of other intertidal habitats is less certain or unknown, 
though some recovery can ~e anticipated. 
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Columbia Glacier Ice worries coast Guard 
VALDEZ- Coast Guard officials in Valdez say they remain con

cerned about icebergs from the Columbia Glacier floating into ship
ping lanes used by oil tankers. 

James Loy, the Coast Guard's commandant, who visited Valdez 
last week, said the agency is satisfied with its radar network in Prince 
William Sound, but it isn't completely comfortable with its ability to 
monitor icebergs calving from the huge glacier at the mouth of Valdez 
Ann. . 

The Coast Guard still relies on visual detection for spotting float-
ing ice because radar doesn't pick it up. . 

Capt. Ron Morris, Valdez port captain, said he expects calving i~ 
bergs to be a problem for tanker traffic for at least 20 more years. · · 

It was worries about ice in the Valdez Ann that prompted Capt Joe 
Hazel wood to change the course of the Exxon Valdez just before it 
struck Bligh Reef in March 1989, spilling 11 million gallons of North 
Slope crude oil. · 
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Public views 
AFAVORITE ruse of environmental activists is to claim that 

they are the true representatives of the general public. 
When holding their demonstrations or filing their lawsuits to 

block this or that development project, environmentalists often 
pretend that they're only doing what the people want done. 
They tell us that government officials and agency regulators can't be 
trusted because they only represent big industry and wealthy fat 
cats - not the people. 

One way to debunk the enviro's claim is to note how many votes 
their candidates get. You didn't see many cast for Green Party 
candidates last Tuesday. 

Public opinion surveys provide another way to verifY where a 
majority of the general public stands on the issues. In Alaska, more 
often than not, the public isn't standing with the extreme positions 
ofthe environmental industry. 

Take the issue ofbeetle-killed trees in Alaska. Professional 
foresters believe the damaged trees should be harvested and the 
forest allowed to regenerate. Environmentalists, though ,..say nature 
should be left to take its course, with no tree harvest permitted. It's 
what the people want, they say. 

When Anchorage pollster David Dittman asked dllling a 
statewide survey in Septemoer about beetle-damaged trees, he 
found that 84 percent favored harvesting them. 

A similar result occurred with a question regarding the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill 'Ihlstees' program to buy up private lands with 
money from the spill settlement. Environmentalists routinely argue 
that a majority of Alaskans support the money being used to buy up 
private land. 

The Dittman survey found that Alask.al:t$, by a 3-to-1 margin, 
prefer the money be used for biological and market research to 

· benefit Alaska's fisheries rather than to purchase private land to 
add to state parks and preserves. 

Environmentalists have alleged that Alaskans don't support 
building a road between King Cove and Cold Bay, 7 miles of which 
would cross a national'wildlife refuge. In fact, the Dittman survey 
shows, 70 percent endorse the road; only 18 percent are opposed. 

Then there was this question: "As far as Alaska's environment is 
concerned, when Alaska's congressional delegation of Sen. 
Murkowski, Sen. Stevens and Congressman Young say one thing 
woUld be best for Alaska; and local and national environmental 
groups say something else would be best - who do you believe and 
trust the most? Fifty-nine percent said the delegation; 26 percent the 
environmental groups; and 15 percent were unsure. 

In case there· are any doubts about the level of public support for 
the delegation, all you have to do is check the results ofTuesday's 
election. 
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An ancient tradition helps modern science 
By Jody Seitz 

For The Times 

Harbor seal populations in Prince William Sound 
were already doing poorly before the 1989 oil spill, 
which killed an estimated 300 seals outright. 
Ecosystem changes rank number one among theories 
for the decline. Through the Alaska Native Harbor 
Seal Commission, hunters have become a critical link 
in research to determine why the harbor seal popula- . 
tion has dropped about 80 percent over the last 20 
years. 

For years after the spill, harbor seal hunters report
ed seeing abnormalities in seal tissues and li vcrs, but 
there was no formal way to collect samples from the 
seals and have them processed. Research on seals was 
also stymied by a lengthy permitting process, which· 
non-Native biologists had to pursue in order to col
lect tissue samples for analysis. 

That began to change in 1994, with amendments 
to the Marine Mammal Protection Act. Congress gave 
the Secretary of the Interior authority to enter into 
agreements with Alaska Native organizations for 
shared management of subsistence uses of marine' 
mammals. 

The decline in seals and the potential for more reg
ulated hunting stimulated the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game to carry out research on harbor seal 
us~ throughout the seal's range in Alaska. Through a 
series of meetings with hunters and scientists, Fish 
and Game's Subsistence Division led an effort for 
hunters and biologists to discuss human usc of seals, 
along with current life history, distribution and abun
dance data. The Alaska Native Harbor Seal 
Commission arose out of those meetings. Monica 
Riedel of Cordova, previously a member of the Sea 
Otter Commission, stepped forward to serve as its first 
director. 

Riedel said she felt the need for Alaska Natives to 
be involved in research and management. "We need to 
be involved, because any decision about harbor seals 
directly affects us," she said. 

Nineteen Alaska Native tribes belong to the 

Coastal currents 
statewide commission, which has representatives from 
the Aleutians, Bristol Bay, Cook Inlet, Chugach 
Region, Kodiak, and Southeastern Alaska. 

Since the commission's inception, Riedel has 
worked with state biologists to train hunters and young 
people from Ketchikan to Akutan to collect samples 
from their subsistence hunts for science. High school 
students accompany their .elders on their hunts and 
when a seal is taken, collect the samples and record 
data about the seal. Seal meat is widely distributed in 
the traditional way, but now tissues are sent to scien
tists all over the world. 

In June, the commission met in Fairbanks. Hunters 
were invited to tour the mammology collection at the 
University of Alaska Museum to see samples they 
he! pcd create. 

Founding member Mitch Simeonoff of Akhiok 
attended. "We went to the museum and then to the 
university where they keep our samples. That was fan
tastic," he said. 

The most interesting part of the Fairbanks trip for 
Simconoff was the mammology museum. "I didn't 
realize they had that many animals," Simeonoff said. 
"They had skeletons of all the mammals we have
walrus, seals, whales -and some of them were real
ly old." 

Harbor seals have also declined around Akhiok. 
"The people have noticed it," he said. 

The commission and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service signed an agreement in August of 1997, 
describing how the co-management agreement process 
will take place. "It's looking more and more like a 
partnership," said Riedel. 

Steve Zimmerman, NMFS Regional Director, 
agreed that harbor seal management changes are 
occurring relatively smoothly. "We have a common 
goal of doing the best thing for harbor seals and allow
ing subsistence to continue," he said. 

Jody Seitz lives·in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 
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Set lion declines put If trawlers in jeopardy 
STELLER SEA LION WOES continue to multiply 

and now threaten to cut even more deeply into pollock 
trawling in the Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea. A National 
Marine Fisheries Service survey this summer showed sea 
lion populations contif!ue to decline- down 13 percent 
since 1994- which suggests that the efforts put in place 
in 1991 to reduce pollock trawling around sea lion rook
eries are not having the desired effect. 
New measures have been proposed 
that could dramatically boost the 
level of protection, said Tim 
Ragen of NMFS' Protected 
Species Division in Juneau. 
Among them is to double the 
size of no-trawl zones around 
rookeries to 20 nautical 
miles, and to expand the no
trawl zones to haul-out areas. The proposals are far from 
final, however, Ragen said. "This is a starting point for 
discussion," he said. 

KODIAK TRAWL FISHERMEN think the starting 
point is terrifying and could threaten the viability of their 
fishery, according to the Kodiak Daily Mirror. "As pre
sented, this plan would devastate the Gulf industy," said 
AI Burch, executive director of the Alaska Draggers 
Association. ..We see 75-80 percent of the fishing 
grounds taken away from us and that translates into about 
90 percent of our fish." 

GREENPEACE SEES IT slightly differently, said 
Paul Clark of the group's Seattle office - the proposals 
don't go far enough. After filing a lawsuit against NMFS 

in April saying the agency hadn't done enough to protect 
the sea lions, the summer survey is vindication, he said. 
The group wants pollock allocations on a quarterly basis 
rather than twice or three times a year with no more than 
25 percent taken in any quarter. They also want NMFS to 
redefine a haulout as wherever 100 or more animals are 
found - it historically has been. 200 animals. Clark 
acknowledged that climate changes could be affecting the 
mammals as much or more than fishing, but fishing is the 
only element over which humans have control. "NMFS 

has dug us into a 
deep hole and 
it's going to take 
significant mea-· 
sures to get us 
out of it," he 
said. 

THE SEA LION ISSUE is one of two agenda items 
at a special meeting of the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council meeting in Anchorage next week. 
The council may consider emergency regulations for the 
upcoming trawl season, which begins Jan. I. The council 
also will review Senate Bill 1221, the massive rewrite of 
Bering Sea pollock industry. The council will consider the 
bill's provisions and their potential impacts on fisheries 
management. The meeting runs Nov. 10-12 at the 
Anchorage Hilton Hotel. 

AT THE OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING, 
council members re-elected Rick Lauber and Wally 
Pereyra as chair and vice-chair, respectively, and kept the 
license limitation program on track for implementation in 

January, 2000. The program, which is considered th· 
council's top option for reducing the olympic-style rac1 
for fish in all fisheries under its jurisdiction. still must wil 
approval from the Secretary of Commerce. 

PACIFIC COD AND BLACKCOD QUOTAS nex 
year should be about the same as this year. assuming thf 
council approves the suggested total allowable catch fig· 
ures proposed by National Marine Fisheries Service. The 
1999 TAC for both species was set at the s:tme level a!\ 
1998- 66.060 metric tons of Pacific cod and 14.120 
metric tons of sablefish. Final catch figures are up for 
approval at the council's December meeting in 
Anchorage. 

PACIFIC COD FISHING in state waters of lower 
Cook Inlet opened up Saturday when the small-boat fleet 
failed to reach its guideline harvest level. The Department 
of Fish and Game dropped the limit on pots and jigging 
machines each boat can carry and on exclusive registra
tion requirements, said Region Groundfi~h Management 
Biologist Charlie Trowbridge. The regulations remain in 
place until Dec. ·31, or the remainder of the 2.4 million
pound guideline harvest level is taken. The combined 
catch of jig and pot boats to date is just 430,000 pounds. 

KING CRAB FISHlNG STARTED as scheduled in 
Bristol Bay on Sunday, with good weather reported on the 
grounds and a fleet of 275 vessels hoping to get a share of 
15.8 million pounds. Prices started out at $2.60 a pound, 
according to the Kodiak Daily Mirror. down some 65 
cents a pound from last year. 
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Decline in Steller sea lion ·n.umbers prc;>mpts proposed 
By Laine Welch 

The biggest fear for fishing folks 
this Halloween season is the clo
sures they're facing to protect 
Steller sea lions. Because of the 
continued decline in sea lion popu-

. lations in the Gulf and Bering Sea, 
federal marine mammal biologists 
are proposing, sweeping closures in 
traditional fisHing grounds used by 
fleets from Kodiak, Seward, Sand 
Point and King Cove. 

"The existing evidence suggests 
that the decline of sea lions may be 
due to lack of available prey," Tim 
Ragen, Steller sea lion recovery 
coordinator with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service told the 
Kodiak Daily Mirror. "We began by 
proposing closures affecting the 
pollock fishery," he added, "but 
starting immediately we've begun 
.o look at all groundfish fisheries in 
:he Gulf and Bering Sea." Many 
salmon and herring fisheries are 
also being scrutinized. 

Needless to say, industry mem
bers arc shocked at the' news. 

"As presented, this plan would 
devastate the Gulf industry," said 
AI Burch of the Alaska Draggers 
Association. "We sec 75-80 percent 
of the fishing grounds taken away 
from us and that translates into 
about 90 percent of our fish." Burch 
added that NMFS had told people 
there would be changes, but "they'd 
be ones we could live with. Now 
they're proposing massive changes 
starting when the fisheries open in 
January and there's no public 
process for us to provide input," he 
said. 

According to the NMFS propos
al, areas could be closed for 10-20 
miles around any place where there 
has ever been a sea lion haul-out. 
Biologists say' they arc merely com
plying with the Endangered Species 
Act, which prohibits federal fish
eries managers from opening fish
eries if they place a species at risk. 
Ragen said although the process of 

Fish factor fishing closures 
implementing the closures requires 
no public input, he plans to address 
the issue at a special meeting of the 
North Pacific Council set tor Nov . 
10..12 in Anchorage. 

Salmon imports to 
Japan show decline 

Total salmon imports to Japan 
this year were down IS percent 

·from 1997 to only 170,000 tons. 
That's due to the poor Alaska sock
eye catch for the second year in a 
row, and the weak yen against the 
dollar. According to figures from 
the USDA, Chile's market share in 
Japan increased from 58 percent in 
1997 to 74 percent for the first half 
of 1998. Total Chilean exports in 
.1997 reached 74,000. tons, up 14 
percent from· 1996. 

Chile is expected to gain even 
more market, as Japan will import 
roughly 90,000 to 95,000 tons of 
farm-raised coho and trout by the 
end of 1998. Japan's import of U.S. 
salmon this year is expected to be 
only one-fifth of the average year 
at 20,000 tons, with the U.S. shar.e 
of the country's total salmon 
imports sliding to just 12 percent. 

Good medicine · 
from the galley 

National Fisherman reports that 
meat tenderizer is an enzyme that 
can neutralize toxins and cool the 
pain from a cut or puncture caused 
by a fish spine. Likewise, rubbing 
brewed coffee on a wound from a 
fish spine eases pain and reduces 
swelling, A mild acid in vinegar 
tends to disable the stinging cells 
that jellyfish leave behind. The 

. inside of banana peels also provides 
instant relief when rubbed on jelly-

fish stings. Salt that's diluted in 
warm water also eases the sting of 
jellyfish. For generations, Saltines 
have been considered the best cure 
there is for sea sickness. Taken 12 
to 24 hours before setting out in 
rough weather, ginger in its various 
forms can help calm stomachs. 
When you're done with a tea bag, 
slap it on an insect bite for fast 
relief. Raw, grated potato will not 
only take away the sting of an insect 
bite, but it can also work as a poul
tice for drawing the venom out of a 
sting. 

lAine We/ell is an independellt 
seafood market specialist based ill 
Kodiak. 



6 -KODIAK DAILY MIRROR, Friday, October 30, 1998 

Council to consider thorny issues 
At a special meeting next 

month in.Anchorage, the North 
Pacific Fishery Management 
Council will deal with three 
complex issues crucial to the 
future of Gulf and Bering Sea 
trawl and longline fisheries. 
S~natc Bill 1221: The coun

cil will review the bill's provi· 
sions and their potential im
pact:> on management of the 
groundfish and crah fisheries, 
the license limitation system, 
marine mammals. and National 
Marine Fisheries Service en
for~.:~rnent and monitoring ca
pahilitie:>. The council .will 

then consider actions it will 
need to address in future .meet
ings to implement the bill's 
provisions. 

Steller sea lions: NMFS will 
report on the status of Steller 
sea lions and potential fisher
ies management implications .. 
The council may take emer
gency actions affecting the 
1999 ground fish fisheries to 
mitigate potential fisheries im
pacts on sea lions. 

Status of short-tailed alba
tross hy~.:atch: an informational 
report from NMFS on the sta
tus or short-tailed albatross 

· hy~.:atdt in til~.: longlinc rlt.:et. 
The c,>uncil will meet Nov. 

I 0-12, at the Hilton Hotcl in 
downtown Anchorage. 
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Weir assures fish for Chignik subsistenc·e users 
"Out here it's natural re

sources, fish, or game. The stores 
out here aren't that good, and the 
way the fisheries have been go
ing, if you're not a permit holder 
you're not going to make that 
much money. Last year a lot of 
guys only m;:Jde $5,000 for the 
year, so subsistence is really im
portant." David Owen, man
ager. Chignik weir. 

When one of the largest 
sockeye runs in the state can't 
provide for subsistence, 
something's wrong. 

The Chignik River is among 
the most productive sockeye 
systems on the Alaska Penin
sula. Until a few years ago, 
subsistence and commercial 
fishermen peacefully coexisted, 
some of them harvesting in 
both fisheries. 

Then the price of salmon 
dropped. reaching a I 0-year 

low in 1993. 
Commercial fishermen began 

to fish ·later and later into the 
season. For a few years, man
agers didn't realize that com
mercial catches were too high 
and that fish needed for sub
sistence weren't reaching the 

. upper river. 
The fisheries of the Chignik 

district had been managed 
based on the number of fish es
caping past a weir on the 
Chignik River from June 
through the first week in Au
gus!. Afler the weir was re
moved in August, managers 
continued to judge the strength 
of the escapement by the size 
of the commercial catches. 

"Over the years we probably 
had too much of a commercial 
fishery." said David Owen. 
manager of the Chignik weir. 
"Because as time went on, 'we 

fished. later and later and we 
estimated escapement based on 
our catches and they. may or 
may not have been correct." 

Wayne Donaldson, a Depart
ment of Fish and Game man
agement biologist explained: 
"The Total escapement was 
met, but the later pQrtions of 
the run were weak and not get
ting through." 

Complaints started coming 
in. People were not getting 
enough fish for subsistence. 

"Yeah, it was a big issue here 
about three to four years ago, 
said Johnny Lind; president of 
the Chignik Lake Village 
Council. "People were going 
down to the lagoon and trying 
to get their subsistence and they 
couldn't even get any kind of 
fish. That's when it became a 
really hig issue.'' 

To he ahle to monitor the es-

Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By Jody Seitz 

capement and the commercial 
harvest with subsistence needs 
in mind, ·they needed to keep 
the weir up longer. 

In 1995, the Department of 
Fish and Game received fund
ing from the state-administered 
criminal settlement of the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill to keep the weir 
operating into the lirst week of 
September. Now they also usc 
lighted underwater video cam
eras to illuminate the fish as 
they pass through the weir. 

Owen says the prohlcm has 
essentially been resolved. Now 

the department has good solid· 
data on which to base decisions. 

"When we make our deci
sion, it's not all based on catch 
data," said Owen. "It.'s based 
on escapement data, a lot bet· 
ter escapement data than we 
had before." 

Jodv Seitz lives in Cordm•a 
and dtso produces rhe Alaska 
Coastal Currents radio pro
gram. Tire series is .\'fUm.wrcd 
b1· the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council ro prm·ide in· 
ji1rmarion about restormion oc
tivities 1virhin the spill rc•gi!Jn. 

.... -
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· 2, possibly 3, endangered 
birds taken in longline fishery 

The Associated Press 
JUNEAU - 1\vo endangered short-tailed albatrosses have 

been taken in the longline groundfish fishery in the Bering Sea, 
according to the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

The NMFS says both of the vessels that killed the birds were 
towing lines designed to scare them away from the fish gear. The 
deaths occurred on Sept. 21 and Sept. 28. 

Another albatross was killed on Sept. 28, but it wasn't clear if 
it was one of the endangered short-tailed birds, the fisheries service 
said. 

There arc only about 1.000 of the rare birds left in the world, 
and fishermen in the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea are allowed 
an incidental take of just four birds for 1997 and 1998 under the 
Endangered Species Act, the fisheries service said. If that take is 
exceeded, the longline fisheries could be closed. 

The birds die when they dive on the baited hooks being lowered 
from the back of the fishing boats, which fish with long lines of 
hooks laid on the sea floor. 
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D'ead Steller sea lion plucked from beach 
LOGS~ 

Staff at the Alaska SeaLife Cenier are conducting 
tests on the carcass of a Steller sea lion they recov
ered Tuesday from a beach just south of Tonsina 
Creek. A few days earlier a Seward man said he had 
seen a marine mammal carcass while hiking out at 
Tonsina Point. 

The group was trying to get close enough to shore to 
get a better look· at the animal but were unable to do 
so because of rough seas of four to five feet at the 
time. 

Responding to that· report, two staff members 
fr~m the SeaLife Center took to the water Tuesday to 
retrieve the animal. 

Day said when the seas calmed down later that 
afternoon, the SeaLife Center pair set out again -
this time in an innatable watercraft with a rigid hull 
- with the idea of landing on the beach and hauling 
the carcass back to shore. 

According to James Day, officer with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service in Seward, he and Fish and 
Wildlife Protection trooper Rick Swanson accompa
nied Dennis Christian and Dr. Pam Tuomi from the 
SeaLife Center on a boat trip out to Tonsina Point. 

Swanson and Day followed in a Boston whaler 
and kept watch for safety purposes as Christian ana 
Tuomi brought the sea lion to their facility. They got 
back to town just at sunset, the NMFS officer said. 

Steller ••• 
From Page 1 

Day said many agencies will 
probably get samples of the ani
mal, estimated to be about 2- to 3 
years old. Unless the animal has 
been shot or in some other way 
been unnaturally taken, the car
cass will remain with the SeaLife 
Center, he said. 

According to the NMFS offi. 
· cer, the mammal carcass should 

provide valuable tissue samples 
for testing purposes. 

At one time, Day said he had 
been concerned that people would 
hann the Steller sea lions who 
were competing with them for fish 
at the mouth of Tonsina Creek. 
Bowever, he said there appears to 
be no indication that a fisherman 
had done anything untoward to the 
sea lion recovered Tuesday. 

See Steller, Pa~e 19 
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' 't INION • ••• 
Point of View 
Cook Inlet needs better eyes, stronger muscles 

by Paul McC_!:tDum,. pens here), the actual number of incidents and "close calls" tory docking assistance as well as emergencies), and a ves-
.. - I wok6 up the other morning to a beautiful fall day in is probably far above what is on record. sel casualty and human factors database that enables us to 

lCachemak Bay. Looking down from near Skyline Drive, I Some of the known incidents in Cook Inlet include assess the relative risks of these vessels and and crews. 
was enjoying the view when along came a fully laden oil collisions, groundings, fires, steering and power failures It only takes one incident and we'll be wishing we'd 
tanker. It moved slowly to just between 60-Foot Rock and and human error. Fortunately the only one that resulted in not stood by and allowed Cook Inlet to be virtually 
tbc entrance buoy, then slowly made a complete tum. It a major spill was the Glacier Bay, which grounded off the bypassed after Congress passed OPA 90, which mandated 
took on a pilot and slowly departed. mouth of the Kenai River on July 2, I 987, and spilled major improvements in Prince William Sound and Puget 

I won't pretend that seeing the tanker didn't disturb my approximately 210,000 gallons of North Slope crude. Sound, but not Cook Inlet. They'll say they can't afford it, 
reverence for Kachemak Bay that morning, but that's not We've been lucky. they'll say there aren't that many tankers, they'll say they 
my point These tankers come and go in without so much· Cook Inlet may be the only port in the world with an can drop their anchors if they get in trouble. But it's time 
as anyone knowing where they are, what they're doing and active oil industry that does not hav~ standby tug assist to tell the Coast Guard and the oil companies to get with 
whether they are in the proper tanker lanes. Worst of ------------------------ the program. 
all, there aren't any strategically placed emergency tugs Tb d f: t f 1• ~ • tb t The sad fact of life is that we, the residents of 
available for assistance in the event of a problem. e Sa ac 0 be IS a we, Cook Inlet and Kachemak Bay, cannot depend on the 

The biggest danger of a major oil spill in Cook the residents of Cook Inlet and regulatory agencies and congressionally mandated cit-
Inlet is a tanker running aground or colliding with izens' groups to protect us from oil spills and pollution 
another large vessel or an oil platform. Kachemak Bay, cannot depend on resulting from on industry activities. Whether agency 

If you tallied up the huge amounts of money and th I t • d officials feel threatened by the power of the oil indus-
things even beyond money (image, reputation, public e regu a ory agencieS an con- try, or upper level regulators want to keep a door open 
perceptions) involved with major oil spills, you'd think greSSiOnally mandated Citizens' for future industry employment, it's hard to say. But the 
the industry and the regulatory agencies would be reality is that we the people have to work hard to pres-
gung-ho about minimizing the risks, to the greatest groups to protect us from oil spills sure these regulators to do what they are supposed to 
degree feasible. OK, so maybe their idea of feasible be doing. 
and your idea of feasible is different. The cost of doing and pollution resulting from Oil Call the Coast Guard. the Alaska congressional 
business the right way is not cheap, but it is only a drop industry activitt•es delegation and Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory 
in the bucket compared to the cost of one major spill. Council (800-652-7222). Tell them to get proactive 

Simply put, having the capability to monitor ves- and to strive for three or four oil tanker class emer-
sel traffic combined with a system that assesses the rei- gency tugs stationed in lower Cook Inlet, as well as a 
ative risk for each tankers' operational, structural and capabilities and a vessel iracking system and that allows vessel traffic system run from Homer and Kenai. Or write 
human factors are some of the best ways to minimize the tankers to dock without tugs. It's time to let the Coast to Capt. Scott Cooper, Office of Investigations and 
structural failures, collisions, groundings and explosions Guard know that this is an unacceptable risf\',. that we are no Analysis (G-MOA), Marine Safety and Environmental 
likely to cause major spills. We should consider these longer willing to tolerate. Have we learned nothing from Protection. U.S. Coast Guard. 2100 Second Street SW, 
things as the cost of doing business. the Exxon Valdez spill? Washington, DC 20593. 

It is important to realize that there has been a large We need a vessel tracking system with good radar and 
number of incidents and close calls in Cook Inlet over the real-time monitoring, mandatory radio contact during Iran
years. Due to the lack of any Vessel Traffic System and no sits and ideally with DGPS position and status tracking, no 
formal system of tracking vessels and their problems (vol- less than three standby tugs (in Homer or Seldovia and 
untary reporting is the only way we know if anything hap- Port Graham. and at least one in the upper Inlet for manda-

Paul McCollum is a former member of Cook Inlet 
Regional Citizens Advisory Committee and currenrly a 
member of Prince William Sound RCAC, representing the 
city of Homer. 



Page 20 HO..,E.R NEWS 1]1ursday. Odober 29, .1898· 
--------------------------------------------------------~------------------------------------------_.--~ 

Ld Ruesch ;on 'his:-Way out· 
UPPER COOK INLET Area Management Biologist ' significant discrepancy between the two sets of data nor

Paul Ruesch has managed his last salmon season and will maJly used to forecast the return. Smolt counts tell one 
retire next spring. He will have been with the department story, he said, while the return of 4-year-olds last year tells 
20 years next March, Ruesch said, "But I'll probably stick another. It's the same situation that occurred two years ago, 
around until May. I don't want to retire in the middle of the he said, which the department resolved by splitting the dif-
winter." Ruesch started working for ference between. the two - and was right on target. The 
the Department of Fish and final forecast should be out next month, he said. 
Game as a shellfish biologist 
in Dutch Harbor in 
1979, and was there 
when the Bristol Bay 
red king crab fishery 
hit its amazing peak 
of 130 million pounds 
in 1980. It crashed the 
following year, when Ruesch transferred to Soldotna. His 
tenure here has tracked the growth of the upper Cook Inlet 
fishery, which he said is due in part to higher escapement 
goals but mostly to good environmental conditions. "We 
went along for the ride," he said. Ruesch has no retirement 
plans at this point. he said, other than to take it easy for a 
while. "I need a break," he said. 

THE NUMBERS ARE FAR from final, but 1999 
looks to be another disappointing year for Upper Inlet drift 
and setnet fishermen, with a sockeye harvest expected to be 
around 2 million fish. Ken Tarbox, researco biologist with 
the Department of Fish and Game in Soldotna, said there is 

PIUL SQUIRES IS 
ONCE AGAIN president 
of United Cook Inlet 
Drift Association, accord
ing to the most recent 
UCIDA newsletter. New 
to the board of directors 

are Bob Merchant, Don Ostling and Chris VanRyzin. At the 
top of the group's agenda this fall is working to dereat 
Proposal D, which asks the Board of Fisheries to close drift 
fishing Aug. I, double the Yentna sockeye escapement goal 
and eliminate the upper limit on Kenai escapement. The 
board heard testimony earlier this month in Wasilla and 
takes up Upper Inlet issues again in Soldotna in February. 

HALmUT LONGLINERS WHO WAITED until 
the bitter end to harvest their quota appear to have hit the 
jackpot. According to the Auction Block, prices climbed 
·over $2 a pound in the last week, and a 44,000-pound . 
delivery last weekend netted $2.47 a pound. With just two 
weeks to go in the 1998 halibut season. longliners have 
landed 86 percent of their quota, according to National 
Marine Fisheries Service. In Area 3A. the catch totaled 
nearly 22.7 million pounds as of Monday, leaving 3.3 mil
lion to go. In Area 3B the harvest was 9.8 million out of the 
quota of II million pounds. 

COD LONGLINERS ARE TREADING thin ice 
after at least one endangered short-tailed albatross was 
killed in late September. An on-board observer also report
ed that two others died, though that has yet to be con
firmed, according to the Associated Press. If more than four 
of the endangered birds die ovtr a two-year period, 

Alaska's longline fisheries except for halibut could be shut 
down by National Marine Fisheries Service. The last time 
one of the albatrosses died was 1996. The birds were hunt
ed nearly to extinction in the 19th century. 

QUALITY IS THE KEY to consumer confidence in 
the seafood business, and to encourage fishermen to 
upgrade their operations the state is now offering low
interest loans for such improvements as refrigeration and 
hold insulation. The new program lends up to $300,000 at 

·two points below prime, or 6.5 percent these days. accord
ing to a press release from Gov. Tony Knowles. The quali
ty incentive Is part of the Commercial Fil'hing Revolving 
Loan Program, administered by the Department of 
Commerce and Economic D.evelopment. For more infor
matio,n, call (800) 478-5626. 

PINBONE WIZARD RAY WADSWORTH is close 
to unveiling his mimcle machine, which will remove pin
bones from salmon while leaving a substantial filet, 
according to the Alaska Science and Technology 
Foundation. But because processors appear hesitant to try 
the new technology, the foundation has granted him anoth
er $500,000 to improve further his Totaf Pinbone Removal 
System, as well as to find a processing partner for full
blown production and to develop a marketing plan to sell 
boneless filets. 

EVIDENCE IS INCREASING that major environ
mental changes are having an effect on the North Pacific. 
though whether it's normal, the result of global warming or 
the lingering effects of El Nino appears to be anyone's 
guess. A group of fisheries scientists meeting in Fairbanks 
this week compared notes on the Bering Sea and found evi
dence of warmer water, ranging from unexpected blooms 
of certain zooplankton to the arctic ice pack being rar north 
of where it usually is found, according to the Associated 
Press. Because of reductions in the Steller sea lion popula
tion, orcas now appear to be targeting sea otters along the 
Aleutian Islands. which in tum has allowed sea urchins 
populations to explode. 
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mal rescue operations during the 1989 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. the urea barge 
Oregon capsizing last winter and the 
Kiroshima oil spill in Dutch Harbor last 
spring. 

During those projects they worked with 
marine mammal rescue expert Jim Stiers. 
who pitched the idea of a holding pen last 
winter to the Free Willy Keiko Foundation. 

"It was one of those stories where over 
lunch they designed it on a cocktail nap
kin." Vasey said this week. "From a cocktail 
napkin it must have been within six months 
that the whole thing was happening." 

Stiers contacted Vasey and Parks in 
April and asked if they would be interested 
in helping. After discussing between them
selves whether this was real or just a marine 
mammal rescue guy's pipedream, they 
booked nights. 

"Jim likes guys like us." said Vasey. 
"We're warm bodies with brains that he 
knows he can call on. He knows our 
lifestyles; we don't have 9-to-5 jobs." 

A Washougal. Wash., industrial plastics 
company began building the pen last April. 
Parks and Vasey flew there in May to help 
build. assemble and disassemble the pieces 
in preparation for transport to Iceland. 

"A lot of it was design and engineer as 
you go," said Parks. 

Kirk Vasey and Michael Parks 

The dumbbell-shaped pen is 6( nt 
larger than Keiko's former tank. a• ule 
Oregon Coast Aquarium. Its 30-inch pipe 
frame is filled with styrofoam and supports 
a 17-ton lift in the center. Sixteen anchors 
hold it in place. Four are 16,000-pound steel 
anchors from World War 11-era destroyers; 
the rest are concrete. Finger-width bungee 
cords wrapped together, stretched with a 
come-along, fasten the mooring lines to the 
anchors and gently absorb waves. 

The pen is the largest of its kind in the 
world but its design is not unlike a typical 
salmon-rearing pen. 

It took the world's largest transport 
plane- a behemoth Russian aircraft - to 
transport the pen. with pieces weighing up 
to a ton, to Vestmanneyjar on June 19. 

Vasey new to Iceland on June (s. while 
Parks returned to Homer to tie up loose 
ends, then returned to Washington and on to 
lccland on June 22. 

Vestmanneyjar is a port town of about 
5,000 tucked into the Westman Islands that 
relies on cod and other fish as its industrial 
mainstay. John McPhee wrote about the 
town's ncar-destruction in 1973 from a 
nearby volcano in his 1989 book "The 
Control of Nature." 

The volcano's lava 11ow skirted the 
town and poured into the harbor, creating a 
breakwater that helped further protect the 
town from the sometimes seething waters of 
the North Atlantic. a few degress south of 
the 64th parallel. But the weather is similar 
to Homer. 

"It's kind of like the banana belt of 
Iceland," said Vasey. "But I'll tell you what. 
the wind can blow." 

Vestmanneyjar was the foundation's 
first choice as Keiko's release site, though 
sites in Scotland and Ireland were also con
sidered. Thousands of orcas swim near its 
shores. probably including Keiko's family. 

Amid postcard Vestmanncyjar days. 
the two spent a month assembling the pen 
dockside and towing it to a small cove a 5-
minute skiff ride from town. 

Meanwhile. the Sepl. 10 deadline of 
Keiko's arrival loomed. As that day 
approached. the town's marching bands 
began practicing and schoolchildren paint
ed banners. A town. which before Keiko 
mania arrived was known mostly for its 
cod. was about to he a front-page dateline in 
newspapers worldwide. The project \\'as 
sold to the town as a potential boost for 
tourism. 

Prw,:.to ry Kort V&5f'Y 

Soon after his release in Iceland, Keiko touches base with his trainers. 

"It took them a while to warm up to the 
idea," said Vasey. "I think a lot of people 
just shook their heads and thought. 'What' II 
the Americans do next?"' 

A U.S. Air Force C-17 was commis
sioned to transport Keiko in what Air Force 
brass dubbed "Operation Kciko Drop." 

With a fleet of tour boats close behind. 
the transition to the pen went as smoothly as 
moving a 5-ton mammal could go. Parks 
and Vasey said. 

Vasey left Iceland soon after Keiko's 
release to the pen while Parks stayed until 
earlier this month. When he left Iceland, 
Parks said, Keiko was doing well. 

"He's Iovin' it." 
Keiko is hand-fed fish. but an ecosys

tem already has begun to evolve around the 
pen with cmb scurrying to scavenge ihe 
sunken·fish chunks and small fish attracted 
to the pen's shad(m·'· 

"He's kind of got hi~ own little thing 
going over there." said Vasey. 

"Keiko world," Parks quickly replied. 
But both men turned serious when they 

discussed what m::mv ha1·e heforc - the 
moral dilemma of sp~nding s; 15 million on 
the release of one whale that could go to 
scores of wonhy charities. Mattei Corp. 
alone donated $5(Xl.OOO to the Free Willy 
Keiko Foundation. which claims neurly 5 

million members. for rights to create a 
"Free Willy" Barbie doll. 

"People wanted this to happen. That·~ 
why they gave their money," Park-; said. "to 
free Willy." 

There is di~c~~~~ion ahout the founda
tion moving beyond the Holly'wood-na
vored Keiko project into research and 
release of other captive whales. :m outcome 
thai Vasey said would help jmtify the prit:
etag. 

"In the long nm there is !,!.Oing to be a 
cool thing that comes out of this. raising the 
awareness worldwide of what has heen 
done to whales in captivity and what can be 
done in releasing them." he said. 

There is a question ahout whether 
Keiko will ever be healthy or savvy enough 
to he released into the open water. One po~
sibility b that the mouth of the nwe will he 
closed off with :1 net and hc• "ill 'pend the· 
re.~t of !Jj, life !hen:. But Vasey ;md Parb. 
along with everyone else involved in the 
project, hope he will make it on his own. 

A ship that slowly drove pa.;t rhe pen 
about an hour after Keiko arrived reminded 
them. howe1·er. that the1· \\Trt' t'lo~e to 
Keiko'.; home and that hi,· final releaw wa~ 
one step cln,C'r. The Gudron. 11 hich ll"C'd tP 
be poned in Ve-;tmanney,iar. wa' the trawler 
th:~t c:lpturcd Kciko ::.o years e;1rlier, 
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mal rescue operations during the 1989 
Exxon Valdez oil spill, the urea barge 
Oregon capsizing last winter and the 
Kiroshima oil spill in Dmch !larhor la~t 
spring. 

During those projects they worked with 
marine mammal rescue expert Jim Stiers. 
who pitched the idea of a holding pen last 
winter to the Free Willy Keiko Foundation. 

"It was one of those stories where over 
lunch they designed it on a cocktail nap· 
kin," Vasey said this week. "From a cocktail 
napkin it must have hcen within six months 
that the whole thing was happeninf! ... 

Stiers contacted Vasey and Parks in 
April and asked if they would he interested 
in helping. After discussing between them· 
selves whether this was real or JUS! a marine 
mammal rescue guy's pipcdream. they 
booked flights. 

"Jim likes guy~ like us," said Vasey. 
"We're warm bodies with hrains that he 
knows he can call on. He knows our 
lifestyles; we don't have 9-to·:i jobs." 

A Washougal. Wash., industrial plastics 
company began building the pen last April. 
Parks and Vasey new there in May to help 
build. assemble and disassemble the pieces 
in preparation for transpon to Iceland. 

"A lot of it was design and engineer as 
you go." said Parks. 

Kirk Vasey and Michael Parks 

The dumbbell-shaped pen is 60 1 
larger than Keiko's former tank 
Oregon Coast Aquarium. Its 30-inch pipe 
frame is filled with styrofoam and suppons 
a 17-ton lifl in the center. Sixteen anchors 
hold it in place. Four arc 16.000-pound steel 
anchors from World War 11-cra destroyers; 
the rest arc concrete. Finger-width bungce 
cords wrapped together. stretched with a 
come-along. fasten the mooring lines lo 1he 
anchors and gently absorb waves. 

The pen is lhe largest of its kind in the 
world but its design is not unlike a typical 
salmon-rearing pen. 

I! took the world's largest tran~pon 

plane - a behemoth Russian aircraft to 
transpon the pen. with pieces weighing up 
to a ton, to Ve~tmanneyjar on June 19. 

Vasey. new lo Iceland On June t'5. while 
Parks returned to Homer to tie up loose 
ends. then returned to Washington and on to 
Iceland on June 22. 

Vestmanneyjar is a por1 town of about 
5,000 tucked into the Westman Island~ lhat 
relies on cod and other fish as ils indus! rial 
mainstay. John McPhee wrote about lhc 
town's near·destruction in 1973 from a 
nearby volcano in his 1989 book "The 
Control of Nature." 

The volcano's lava now skincd the 
town and poured into the harbor, creating a 
breakwater that helped funher protect the 
town from the sometimes seething water~ of 
the North Atlantic, a few degress south of 
the 64th parallel. But the weather is similar 
to Homer. 

"It's kind of like the banana belt of 
Iceland," said Vasey. "But I'll tell you what. 
the wind can blow." 

Vestmanneyjar was the foundation's 
firsf choice as Keiko's release site. though 
sites in Scotland and Ireland were also con· 
sidered. Thousands of orcas swim near its 
shores, probably including Keiko's family. 

Amid postcard Vestmanneyjar days, 
the two spent a month assembling the pen 
dockside and towing it to a small cove a 5-
minule skiff ride from town. 

Meanwhile, the Sept. 10 deadline <>f 
Keiko's arrival loomed. As that day 
approached, the town's marching bands 
began practicing and schoolchildren paint· 
ed banners. A town. which before Keiko 
mania arrived was known mostly for il~ 
cod. was about 10 he a front-page datclinC' in 
newspapers worldwide. The project wa~ 
sold to the !Own as a potential boosl for 
tourism. 

Photo~ t;n VI~") 

Soon after his release in Iceland, Kciko touches base with his trainers. 

"II took them a while to warm up to the 
idea." said Vasey. "I think a lot of people 
just shook their heads and thought. 'What'll 
the Americans do neltt?"' 

A U.S. Air Force C-17 was commis
sioned to trano;porl Keiko in what Air Force 
brass dubbed "Operation Keiko Drop." 

With a fleet of tour boats close behind, 
the transition to the pen went as smoothly as 
moving a 5-ton mammal could go. Parks 
and Vasey said. 

Vasey left Iceland soon after Keiko's 
release to the pen while Parks stayed until 
earlier this month. When he left Iceland. 
Parks said. Keiko was doing well. 

"He's Iovin' it." 
Keiko is hand-fed fish. but an ecosys· 

tern already has begun to evolve around the 
pen with crab scurrying to scavenge the 
sunken fish chunk<; ami small fish attmcted 
10 thC' pen's shadow,. 

"He's kind of got hi~ own JiuJ,· thing 
going over there." said Vasey. 

"Keiko world." Parks quickly replied. 
But both men turned serious when they 

discussed what manv ha"e before - the 
moral dilemma of sp~ndin~; $15 million on 
the release of one whale that could go to 
score!> of wonhy d1aritie~. M;\ltcl Corp. 
:slonc donated $)(K);0{)() to the Free Willy 
Keiko Foumlation. which claims nearly 5 

million members. for rights to aeate a 
"Free Willy" Barbie doll. 

"People wanted this In happen. Thai'~ 
why they gave their money;· P;~rko; o;aid. "to 
free Willy." 

There is di,cu~'ion about the founda
tion moving beyond the Holly.wood-na. 
vorcd Keiko project into research and 
release of other captive whales. an outcome 
lhat Vasey ),<Jid would help ju,tify the pri.:· 
eta g. 

"In the long nrn there is going to he a 
cool thing that comes out of thi'i. raising the 
awareness worldwide! of what hao; heen 
done to whales in captivity and what can he 
done in releasing them." he said. 

There i~ a question ah<Hll whether 
Keiko will ever be healthy or savvy enough 
to be rclca,ed into the opC'n w.:ucr. One po'
sihility is th;H thC' mnuth of the Cll\'C will he 
dosed off with :1 UC'I and hl' \\ iJI 'P<'flti lht• 
re'l of hi' Jili: tiJL•rc. But Vase} mal P;trJ..,, 
along with everyone else involved in the 
project, hope he will make it 011 his own. 

A ship thai slowly dro\'e pa.;t the pen 
about an hour after Keiko arrived reminded 
them. hnwe,·er. that thev \\l'rc t'lo'c Ill 
Keiko'.. home and that hi,·linal rt:lc;t,t' wa' 
one ~tep dn,er. ThL' (iudron. '' hich u~rd h> 
be pont•d in Vc-;tmanncyj:lr. wa~ th~ Ira\\ l~r 
th:ll captured Kciko ::!0 years c:1rlicr. 
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Homer mariners help free 'Willy' 
by J. Michael Lyons 
Staff Writer 

On a tiny speck of an island off the 
southwestern coast of Iceland, Homer resi
dents Kirk Vasey and Michael Parks 
watched with the rest of the world on Sept. 
10 as the 10,000-pound orca Keiko, known 
to moviegoers as the star of "Free Willy," 
was lowered into the ocean for the firSt time 
since it was captured by an Icelandic 
trawler 20 years ago. 

It was a celebrated day in an unprece
. dented project to eventually release a cap
: tive whale back to the open ocean. 

Vasey and Parks stood on shore with 
schoolchildren, fishermen, mothers and 
grandfathers - all residents of the nearby 

' \ 

fishing village of Vestmanneyjar - as the 
biggest crane in Iceland lowered . Keiko 
from the biggest barge in Iceland into the 
football field-sized floating pen made of 30-
inch plastic pipe and 6-inch knotless web 
that the two men from Homer helped build. 

For Keiko it was the latest move in a 
full-circle journey that took him from 
Icelandic waters in 1979 to a series of 
aquariums in Canada, Mexico and Oregon 
and included a starring role in a movie that 
endeared him to the world and made possi
ble the $15 million project to free him. 

Moviemakers found and filmed Keiko 
in a cramped amusement park in Mexico 
City for "Free Willy:' a movie that por
trayed an orca that performed in a run-down 

amusement park. 
After the film's incredible success and 

with the help of the cast later pitching for 
donations on the movie's video release, the 
Free Willy Keiko Foundation was formed 
and built a $7.2 million facility in Oregon to 
rehabilitate the underweight and diseased 
orca with the hopes of someday releasing it. 

For Vasey and Parks, the day Keiko 
arrived in Iceland was the most notable day 
in a five-month journey that began in a 
Washington plastics manufacturing plant 
last May. 

The two Homer mariners had earned 
their trip to Iceland through marine mam
mal· rescue operations during the .1989 

See ICELANDIC, Page 6 
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An ancient tradition helps~modern science 
By Jody Seitz 

For The Times 

Harbor seal populations in Prince 
William Sound were already doing 
poorly before the 1989 oil spill, 
which killed an estimated 300 seals 
outright. Ecosystem changes rank 
number one among theories for the 
decline. Through the Alaska Native 
Harbor Seal Commission, hunters 
have become a critical link in 
research to determine why the harbor 
seal population has dropped about 80 
percent over the last 20 years. 

For years after the spill. harbor 
seal hunters reported seeing abnor
malities in seal tissues and livers, but 
there was no formal way to collect 
samples from the seals and have them 
processed. Research on seals was also 
stymied by a lengthy permitting 
process, which non-Native biologists 
had to pursue in orderto collect tissue 
samples for analysis. 

That began to change in 1994, 
with amendments to the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act. Congress 
gave the Secretary of the Interior 
authority to enter into agreements 
with Ala~ka Native organiz.ations for 
co-management of subsistence uses 
of marine mammals. 

The decline in seals and the poten
tial for more regulated hunting stim
ulated the Alaska Department ofFish 

Coastal Currents 
and Game to carry out research on 
harbor. seal use throughout the seal's 
range in Alaska. Through a series of 
meetings with hunters and scientists, 
the ADF&G Subsistence Division led 
an effort for hunters and biologists to 
discuss human use of seals, along 
with current life history. distribution 
and abundance data. The Alaska 
Native Harbor Seal Commission 
arose out o'those meetings. Monica 
Riedel of Cordova, previously a 
member of the Sea Otter 
Commission, stepped forward to 
serve as its first director. 

Reidel felt the need for Alaska 
Natives to be involved in research and 
management. "We need to be involved, 
because any decision about harbor seals 
directly affects tL'\," she said. 

Nineteen Alaska Native tribes 
belong to the statewide commission, 
which has representatives from the 
Aleutians, Bristol Bay, Cook Inlet, 
Chugach Region, Kodiak, and 
Southeastern Alaska. 

Since its inception, Riedel has 
worked with state biologists to train 
hunters and young people from 
Ketchikan to Akutan to collect sam
ples from their subsistence hunts for 
science. High school students 
accompany their elders on their 

hunts, and when a seal is taken, col
lect the samples and record data about 
the seal. Seal meat is widely distrib
uted in the traditional way, but now 
tissues are sent to scientists all over 
the world. 

In June, the commission met in 
Fairbanks. Hunters were invited to 
tour the mammology collection at the 
University of Al~ka Museum to see 
sampJes they helped create. 

Founding member Mitch 
Simeonoff of Akhiok. was there. 
"We went to the museum and then to 
the university where they keep our 
samples. That was fantastic," he said. 

The most interesting part of the 
Fairbanks trip for Simeonoff was the 
mammology museum. "I didn't real
ize they had that many animals," 
Simeonoff said. '"They had skeletons 
of all the mammals we have- walrus, 
seals, whales - and some of them 
were really old." 

Harbor seals have also declined 
around Akhiok. "The people have 
noticed it," he said. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio progranL 
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Cocast Guard echoes inul.lstry criticism of R"AC 
~y-Tony Bickert 

Valdez Vanguard 

VALDEZ- The commanding 
officer of the Valdez Coast Guard 

"Said a Jack of discipline within the 
Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens' Advisory Council has con
tributed to a "serious decay of trust" 
between the public and the oil ship
ping industry. 

Capt. Ron Morris' concerns 
·came in a letter last month to Coast 
Guard headquarters in Washington, 
D.C, an ann of the U.S. Department 
of Transportation. 

.. 
_.The OOT must, according to the 

RCAC ... 
From page 1 

and villages, as well as communities 
that potentially lie in the path of future 
spills. Its members also include rep
resentatives of the commercial fish
ing and touris.rn indusujes, as well as 
a Native COrpOration and the'i\laska· 
State Chamber of Commerce. 

Morris and the majority of.the 
shippers endorse recertification, but 
only if the RCAC agrees tore-exam
ine and adhere to its role as specified 
in Title 5 of OPA 90, a complex, 13-

. ' 

· Coast .Guard d.enies it's too cozy with industry 
ty and encourages adversity between 
the council and the oil industry. 

The RCAC refutes most of the 
criticism in its own letter sent Friday 
to the DOT. · By.Tony Blck8rf .~;. .• ~ :: ·- •. ·· .. ,. 

Valdez Vanguard 

VALDEZ-The Coast Guard 
and oil industry last month regis
t.ered similar complaints against the 

·Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens' Advisory Council -too· 

similar, says an RCAC founder and and the oil industry regarding the 
University of Alaska professor. ·current RCAC recertification 

Mandated by Congress in the 
wake of the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil 
spill, the RCAC's job in general is to 
advise the oil transportation industry 
and government regulators -
including the Coast Guard - on 
issues that could harm the environ
ment of Prince William Sound. The 
19-member council is comprised of 
representatives of spill affected cities 

Rick Steiner, professor at the 
UAMarine Advisory_Program, has' 
requested from the Coast Guard via 
the Freedom oflnformation Act all 
information about any private dis
cussions between the Coast Guard . 

process. 
The , U.S. ·Department of 

Transportation in Washington; 
D.C.; annually reviews commen

·- .:·;>:);~. 

. ,.: • 'See Guard, page 6 
. ..· ,.::.- -

1990 Oi I Pollution Act, annually 
seek input from government regula
tors, the oil industry and public 
before deciding whether to recenify 

the RCAC .as Prince William 
Sound's official oil industry adviso
ry group. 

Morris' comments echo com-

plaints registered in September by 
oil shippers Exxon, Arco and British 
Petroleum that the RCAC lacks 
management control, accountabili- See RCAC, page 18 

page document that is subject to inter- with them."_ 
· pretation. ,:-~ ~::"· · •· .~~ "'~··'Howevet.'RCAC Deputy Director 

"I recommend rece'nification, but ·Lynda Hyce said many of the accu
with some reservation," Morris sations made by the Coast Guard and 
wrote. "While we continue to have shippers are either inaccurate or tak
many constructive joint effons with en out of context. The RCAC also 
the RCAC, I have witnessed actions disagrees that some of its behavior 
by the RCAC that are contrary to has been inappropriate. 
someo(theoriginal intentofcharter- Accusation The RCAC in 1997 
ing Advisory Councils." inappropriately alleged that Alyeska 

In its 14-page response to thecrit- Pipeline Service Co .. in not con
icism, the RCAC agrees that some in- structing additional tanker vapor con
house improvements are needed and trois at the Valdez Marine Terminal, 
are currently underway, including an was committing a "knowing and will
RCAC decision 'last week to invite ful" violation of air pollution laws. 
the Coast Guard and shippers to join (Aiyeska is owned primarily by the 
the council in creating "protocols to three oil companies.) 
improve and guide our relationship Response: The RCAC aP9Iogized 

for using the phrase "knowing and mere shad.ow of the passions tha~ 
willful," saying it did not· mean' it as'a' would erupt in the ·event of ano~ 

. charge of criminal intent.·· · · E:Uon Valdez-scale spill," the 'RCA~ 
However, the response goes on to ·said. · · ~ 

say: "So much information was avail- Accusation: The RCAC exceeds• 
able by mid-1997 regarding future the scope of OPA 90 by advising: 
increases in North Siope production shippers and government regulators' 
that Alyeska should be. precluded on iS.Sues concerning the on-land sec
from claiming later that it had no way tion of oil ~nsportation, rather than 
of knowing it would have excessive on-water-only issues. 
uncontrolled (tariker oil) loading." Response: The RCAC said OPA 

Accusation: Some.RGAG mem- 90 does not bar it from focusing on 
bers inappropriately stated in.a May pipeline issues if there is potential 
meeting ,that members' . .J.,f the oil that a spill on land could reach the · 
industry "coold never be trusted to do. · sea. · · ' 
the right thing" and ·~.~xen c3lled · "It should be noted that we dis
liars in open' meetings." . "'= • • agree'thatolirreview of pipeline con-

Response: The RCAC doe~ not tingency plans is not appropriate." 
deny making such comments but said the RCAC said. As ofTucsday. Coast· 
industry members have:said·_~imilar Guard headquarters in Washington·.· 
things about RCAC members.. . had .not issued a statement concern- .. 

"We know these remarks are ing recertification as it continues to 
sometimes uncomfonable •. but they examine aH of the solicited com
do 'broadly represent' how our con- meritary, including RCAC response. 
stituents feel and are, of course, a to the criticism. · 
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State funds improved oil spill response in Kodiak 
By the Journal Staff 

The state of Alaska has pro
vided $400,000 to Kodiak Island 
officials to station oil spill 
response equipment in the City 
of Kodiak and six island commu
nities under a recent a&:rreement 
with the Department of Environ
mental Con&.>rvation. 

DEC is in charge of oil spill 
prevention and response for the 
state. The Kodiak agreement is 
one of more than 20 community 
spill response H!-,'TPemenL-.; DEC 
has signed with communities 
throughout Alaska. 

The agreement provides for 
training, equipment and reim
bursement of mst.s when local cit
izens are calk>d upon. by the state 
to respond during a spill. The 
$400,000 will be used to place 
defensive near-shore response 
equipment in the region's com
munities, including containment 
boom, overpack drums, sorbent 
pads and swt.>eps, and other first
tier response resources. 

DEC and the Kodiak Island 
Borough will continue to work 
cooperatively to identify addi
tional regional response equip
ment to supplement the bor
ough's current stock of 5,000 
feet of containment boom. 

~~QJL~· · :~~~ ~~o~;;:e~~<:~~~ -
· - ··• ..... ~.,., ·· · ·" The state Department of Natur

write the state of Alaska in sup
port of the approval of several 
right-of-a~:,:rreementH associated 
with the Alpine oil field project. 
Alliance otlicials say the sup
port is needed to combat the 

al Resources is accepting com
ments until Nov. 2. They may be 
faxt>d to State Pipelin(~ Coordi
nator's Oflice, 411 W. Fourth 
Ave., Ste. 2, Anchorage, AK 
9950 1-2343; fax: 907-272-0690. 
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robing The Impact Of 'Old' Oil 
By Jody Seitz 
Alaska Coastal Currents 

Very small amounts of oil, 
as low as four parts per bil
lion, are all that's needed to 
damage herring and salmon 
larvae. 

That finding, by scientists 
at the National· Marine 
Fisheries Service Auke Bay 
Lab, may explain why more 
pink salmon eggs died in oiled 
than unoiled streams of Prince 
William Sound as late as 
1993, four years after the. 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

Until these studies, most 
research on the effects of 
crude oil focused on the light 
"rn"Tlatic fraction, which dissi-

:s rapidly after a spill. 
umbrtunately, the heavier 
multi-ringed compounds are 
actually more toxic unit-per
unit. The level. of the state 
water quality standard, 1 0 
parts per billion, also causes 
effects and is too low to see· or 
taste, according to Dr. Stanley 
Rice, of NMFS Auke Bay 
Lab. It doesn't cause .immedi
ate mortality, but causes 
effects later in life. 'The adults 
come back smaller and they 
are fewer in number. 

. Allllnliblllll _,.,.,... .. ea.. Mliinll .. 

The PAHs (polyn~c-l~ar 
aromatic· hydrocarbons) are 
attracted to the yolk of the fish. 
eggs. "The [salmon] eggs are 
large, as fish eggs go and 
they're in the gravel a long 
time,"said Rice. "The signifi
cance of the yolk is that it's 
lipid rich and so when a tiny 
particle of oil comes along 
and bumps into the egg,. it's 
absorbed and it's trapped. It 
sequesters it and eventually 
the dose builds up within the 
eggs and you get these long
term effects,"said Rice. 

These findings have sent a 
red nag to biologists who 
review permits for develop
ment projects. They are more 
concerned about everything 
from parking lots to piers, 
according Linda Shaw, of the 
National Marine Fisheries 
Service. She reviews devel
opment proposals as part of 
the Army Corps of Engineers' 
permitting process. 

She was surprised by the 
very low levels which could 
affect herring and salmon. 
But, she says, now that they 
know, they're responsible for 
bringing this up to those 
proposing development pro-

On P·ink ·Salmon 

jects which could potentially 
impact fisheries. 

"Knowing that these very 
low levels could be detrimen
tal tells us that we have to be 
more mindful of how we 
design these structures and 
think of ways to try to mini
mize the detrimental impacts 
that the oil could be having on 
streams the oil could be drain
ing into,"said Shaw. 

Shaw recently reviewed a 
proposal to build a pier in an 
area where herring spawn. 
The concern was over leakage 
of oiL "Our concern was that 
the vessel activity associated 
with that pier could introduce 

fuel spills, and granted they 
would be at very low levels, 
but what this research has 
shown is that it only takes 
very low levels to have a neg
ative impact on herring Jar• 
vae." 

Diesel oil, crankcase oil, 
refined oil and bunker oil can 
all cause the same type of 
problems because they con
tain the same type of toxic 
compounds found in crude oil, 
according to Jeff Short of 
NMFS Auke Bay Lab. These 
spills happen all the time. 

This concern goes beyond 
new development projects. 
Everyone contributes to the 

problem, Shaw said. 
"It's very prevalent or. 

Juneau parking lots to see oil 
slicks and see them going ir: 
the drain. That's from every
one of us driving our cars and 
not maintaining our cars, and 
so everyone of us is contribut
ing to the problem." 

Jody Seitz lives in 
Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio 
program. The series is spon
sored by the Exxon Valdez Oil 
S?ill !rustee Council to pro
VIde mfonnation about rest
oration activities within the 
spill region. * 
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Virus in herring could 
be I in ked to stress 
By Jody Seitz 

Prince William Sound herring 
pound fishermen arc paying 
dose aHention these days to 
research on a lethal virus. The 
transmission of viral hemor
rhagic septicemia virus in her
ring held in closed pounds has 
been the subject of a multi-year 
study by Dr. Richard Kocan of 
the University of Washington, 
begun in 1995 after the herring 
population crashed in Prince 
William Sound. 

In a pound fishery, several 
tons of herring arc caught and 
placed into cages. also called 
pounds, to spawn on a limited 
amount of kelp. After they 
spawn they arc released back to 
the general population. Kocan 
and his graduate student, Paul 
Hershberger, arc studying 
whether this system causes her
ring to be stressed and express 
the virus. 

Closed pound fisheries occur 
all along the Pacific coast. Liz 
Sencar of Cordova has fished 
hmh open and closed pounds in 
Prince William Sound for years. 
She sees the issue as much 
broader than the effect of pounds 
on herring. 

"Given the fact that the prob
~cm doesn't seem to be occurring 
m other locations that have sim
ilar fisheries, I don't think the 

., fisheries are the prime cause," 
Scncar ~aid. "I think the prime 
qucl!tion. is ~till what's different 
about Prince William Sound 
such that we seem to be having 
problems and other places 
aren't." 

Two words ,_ infection and 
disease - lie at the heart of the 
issue. It's easy to confound the 
meaning of the research unless 
you know and mark the differ
ence. As with other viruses, an 
organism can be infected with a 
virus and transmit that virus 
without being diseased. 

For the infection to turn to 
disease. according to Kocan, the 
virus has to build to a point that 
the lish can no longer fight off 
the disease. For that disease to 
then occur at a population level. 
conditions have to he just right. 
A combination of high density 
population, low abundance of 
food. and the presence of the 
virus could cause a population to 
crash. Kocan said. 

Last year scientists found 
evidence that herring trapped in 
a oound had elevated levels of 
the virus. But by the time the fish 
were released. the levels had 
decreased substantially and the 
herring were immune to the dis· 
case. The results were suspect, 
however, due to problems in the 
preservation of samples. 

This year, a new technique 
was used. The water of the 
pounds was tested before and 
after fish were introduced into 
the pounds. Within 24 hours of 
introducing the fish, high levels 
of virus were found in the water 
of three of the closed pounds in 
the study. Virus levels increased 
daily in the pounds until the fish 
were released on the eighth day, 
when the concentration of virus 
in the water was at its highest. 
The virus was also found in the 
water within one meter outside 

So far, the primary condu· 
sion of the study is that confine
ment or high density stresses 
herring. and stressed h~rring 
which have been exposed to the 
virus arc prone to infection. 
Senear believes that seine or 
trawl fisheries also may stress .. 
the herring. "Fish are held in 
sets; they're not always pumped 
because they're not always high 
quality fish. That stresses the fish 
and damages the fish. I don't 
think it's been looked at in detail 
at this point. It's a much harder 
thing to study," said Scnear. 

Researchers have found a 
virus on a purse seine that was 
stuck on the bottom for an hour 
with a load of herring, support· 
ing Senear's theory. 

According to Kocan. the 
pound fishery may be a model 
for the big picture. "The pound 
fishery is just a good model for 
what may be happening on a 
large scale when herring popu· 
lations become too dense and 
simultaneously experience 
stress," said Kocan. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova 
and also produces the Alaska 
Coaswl Currents mdin pro· 
gra111. /he series is sponsored by 
the Exxon Vafde: Oil Spiff 
Tnmee Council to pnJ\'ide infor· 
mat ion aho11t restoration tlCtil'i· 
ties within the spilt region. 

· the pounds at slack tide. Based 
on laboratory studies, scientists 
believe the levels were high 
enough to i.nfect and kill herring. 

Strangely, although the viral 
infection spread among the fish 
in the pounds. none of the fish 
were actually sick or died from 
YHS disease. 



GrOup"tocuses. on: enVirOn rlleil'f 
By STEVE AVERY 
Mirror Writer 

Taking a wide view of local 
environmenlal problems and in
volving citi1.ens to solve them is 
the emphasis placed by the 
Kodiak Community Conservation · 
Network on such highly publi
cized issues as ground contami
nation. 

Program director Kristin Stahl
Johnson said KCCN is a small, 
grass-roots organization estab
lished in 1990 as a logical suc
cessor to 'Crude Women,' a 
group of fishing women and 
fishermen's wives who came to
gether to support each other and 
the community during and after 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

Since the group's formation, it 
has responded to several commu
nity conservation concerns, from 
the impact of forest practices on 
fishing resources, to outer conti· 
nental shelf oil development, oil 
spill prevention and response 
planning. coastal zone develop
ment practices, marine fisheries 
conservation concerns for 
Kodiak's fleet - and most re
cently. the legacy of military and 
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other toxic contamination and its 
impact on community health. 

"KOdiak is too small a com
munity to support different orga
nizations capable of focusing on 
separate issues," Stahl-Johnson 
said. "More importantly, the re
sources and access to expertise 
lies in larger regional. stalewidc 
and national organi1.ations with 
whom we must work in order to 
bring coherence to our local is
sues." 

Community, citizen
based solutions 

KCCN and the Alaska Com
munity Action on Toxics di
rected by Pam Miller, held an en
vironmental health conference 
here in September. 

Conference objectives were to 
raise awareness of contamination 
prohlems affecting Kodiak. and. 
to address environmental justice 
and health issues through com
munity education and presenting 
solutions that w6rk. 

"Judging by allendance,. the 
subject matter covered and the 

ensuing questions from the com
munity ... these objectives were 
met," S!ahl-Johnson said. 

Dr. Rosalie Bertell, president 
of the International Institute of 
Concern for Public Health, dis
cussed the source of regulatory 
standards for toxic substances in 
the environment. 

Gretchen Latowsky. project 
manager for the Community 
Technical Assistance Program at 
the John Snow Institute for En
vironmental Health Studies, de
scribed 'her e~perience helping 
citizens investigate and address 
community environmental health 
problems based on nearly 20 
years of work in Woburn, Mass., 
one of the nation's largest 
Superfund sites. 

Dr. Ron Scrudato. director of 
lhe Environmental Research Cen
ter of the State University of New 
York at Oswego. described his 
work with the Superfund Research 
Program of the National Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences 
on the geochemistry and remedial 
technology of PCB contamination. 

In a letter to Kodiak City Man~ 
ager Bill Jones accompanying the 
final report on the conference, 
Stahl-Johnson wrote, "Clearly 
there are several serious issues ad
dressed ... which will require a sig
nificant amount of resources and 
expertiSe to address adequately. 

"ACA T and KCCN are commit
ted to a community/citizen-based 
solution to these problems ... 

"I discuss the recommendation 
of forming a citizens' oversight 
commiuee in my report. The ex
perience around the country is 

. that ~ CO!Jllll~~tees.not, only 
work ivetflor cOmmunities~ their 
p.:Csence allows access. to far 
greater amounts of resources and 
funds lQ bring about solutions. 

"We. are hopeful we can facil!: 
tate the development of a part
nership between local citizens 
groups and local government ~ 
collaboration with slatewide and 
national entities to bring long
term, comprehensive solutions 
and ensuring community health 
in Kodiak." 

To that tnd, Miller of ACAT 
will.re~ Jo Kodiak Thursday 
J*7 P·Vl·-in the borough confer
ence rqonj'to discuss options for 
~ing<-with information about 

. environmental contamination. 
· ~--;.~·ong several other topics, 
·· f~!~~f"a c!!izen·c:wersi~~~ 
oorums~.lVitrbe .di~uslC<l -~ 
· ~nyq¥ inierested~C!Ipursuftig 
·these~oi!rions is invited# ..: . · • 

. KCcN will fead illc{meeting: 
For mont informati'o~. call. 4.86-
0352. between 9 a.m. and S p.m. 
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Study: Bycatch falls 
for most fish species 

ANCHORAGE (AP) - An 
Alaska fisheries study shows that 
hycatch of ground fish in 1997 wa~ 
up slightly from the previous year. 
while that of most other SJX'cies 
was down. 

·me study statcJ that in 19117. 
fisheries in the Bering Sea. Aleu
tian Islands and Gulf of Ala~ka had 
~rroundfish hycatch totaling 644.6 
million pounds. Pollock and Pacific 
cod comprised most of that hycatch. 

While that bycatch level was up 
from the previous year, it was far 
lower than the 751.2 million 
pounds recorded in 1994. 

The study was done hy the 
Alaska Marine Conservation 
Council, an Anchorage-oascd non
profit group. 

The North Pacific Fishery Man
agement Council in recent years 

has been active in trying to reduce 
hycatch. Last year the council 
hanned hottom trawling for Bering 
Sea pollock as a way to cut back 
hycatch levels. 

Bycatch is defined as fish unin
tentionally caught hy fishennen tar
geting other species. those too .small 
for processing machines and those 
species with no economic value. 

Gmundlish, while the target spe
cies, also make up the vast major
ity of bycatch in Alaska waters. 
In some fisheries- notably rock
fish and rock sole - more fish 
wa~ thrown away than was legally 
kept. the study said. 

Halibut hycatch was down 
slightly from 1996. according to 
the study. while herring, salmon 
and king crab bycatch were down 
considerably. 
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RCAC ·might have saved Big Oil $10 billion 
By Rick Steiner 

Iri response to solicitation for comments regard
ing the recertification of the Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizens ,.A.ctvisory Council, I have 
reviewed the comments provided by Arco Marine, 
BP Shipping, SeaRiver Maritime, Alyeska and Coast 
Guard MSO Valdez, and feel obliged to offer my 
perspective as one of those who initiated the con~ 
cept for the establishment of these councils in the 
United States. 

First: it is apparent that the RCAC has more 
than fulfilled its mandate by OPA 90, its contract 
with Alyeska, and its important responsibility to 
the citizens of Prince William Sound. As is well 
detailed by others, this group of volunteer citizens 
has been responsible for tremendous improve~ 
ments in oil spill prevention, response prepared
ness and environmental protection in southcentral 
Alaska. Put simply, without the dedicated work of 
the RCAC it is clear that the oil transport'system in 
the Sound would not be nearly as safe as it is 
today. That was precisely why we argued vehe
mently for the establishment of these councils even 
before the Exxon Valdez, and it is precisely the 
mission of the group. 

Regarding the oil industry concerns, in a very real 
'sense, they seem to support the conclusion thatthe 
RCAC is functioning well. In fact, I would oe wor
ried if their comments were all positive. While there 
is always rodm for fine-tuning in any institution -
RCACs included - it seems that the very effective
ness of the RCAC is what is most troubling to the 

industry. Oil companies have had to pay hundreds of 
millions of dollars to make the system as safe as it is 
today, largely as a result of the diligent oversight of 
RCA C. Thus, it is understandable that some industry 
representatives may feel the continued operation of 
the council as constituted may be costly to their 
company. . 

However, a somewhat broader perspective shows 
the enormous financial advantage of the work of the 
RCAC. Ex~on Corporation will, by the time it's all 
over, have paid out over$ I 0 billion for their oil spill 
back in I 989. It is highly likely that had the PWS 
RCAC been in place as we had requested back in 
1987, an Exxon Valdez sort of casualty never would 
have occurred ~ proper citizens oversight would have 
detected the critical system elements that were miss
ing, and there probably would 'have been a more 
effective VTS in operation, and tug escorts would 
have been in place that would easily have been able 
to notify the vessel of its disastrous course heading. 
IfRCAC's work prevents just one such spill or even 
a much smaller spill, it will actually save the indus~ 
try a great deal of money, and the environment and 
human communities a great deal of suffering and 
damage. 

On the "lack of trust" issue, it should be remem
bered that most people in the region lost a great deal · 
of their trust in government and industry as a result 
of the Exxon Valdez disaster; and one of the very 
functions of citizens oversight here is to ensure that 
all remain vigilant in continuing to improve the safe
ty of the oil transport system in the Sound. This 
shouldn't be taken personally by industry or gov-

See Money, Page 16 
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ernment representatives. 
The "trust" issue is much the 

same as the "consensus" issue. As 
was stated eloquently by 
Ginsburg. Sterling. and 
Gotteherer in their 1993 paper on 
RCACs in Marine Policy: 

lenging and testing industry and· 
government decisions. In the long 
run, RCAC's appropriate role is 
to maintain a healthy challenge of 
industry and government deci
sions to protect the public inter~ 
est." 

'time. -Given the success of the 
PWS RCAC in improving the 
safety of the PWS s~stem, I feel it 
is time to move forward with the 
establishment·ofa nationwide net
work of RCACs. and I hope you 
will recognize the strength of this 
approach. Councils similar to the 
PWS RCAC should be mandated 
in all significant crude oil or 
petroleum product ports in the 
nation. 

"Some government and indus
try representatives appear to 
believe that consensus is the only 
measure of a succ·essful process. 
Yet, agreement- all consensus is~ 
is meaningless if it fails to make 
systems safer. Inherent in the need 
for a citizens' advisory group is 
the concept of questioning, chal-

This is my understanding of 
what the citizens of the region · 
expect from RCAC - without a 
healthy challenge and questioning 
of industry and government, the 
people of the region would most 
certainly feel the process is sim~ 
ply not working. 

Additionally, the industry 
seems concerned that the RCAC 
concept will be employed in oth
er crude oil ports throughout the 
U.S. This is something I hi!.Ve felt 
strongly should happen for some-

In short, the RCAC is an 
important strand in the oil trans~ 
porlation safety net, and they 
should certainly be recertified, 
without reservation.or significant 
alteration. 

Steiner is a professor with the 
University of Alaska Marine 
Program, based in Anchorage. 
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Letter to the editor 

~ 
Protect the trawl fleet 
To the cditur, 

Rc: l'n:nHt!llrc Gr(>Undlish do
sure-; co'>l Kodiak Million<> 

Early ~ilcm;c Ita~ fallen on the 
waterfront. very few vessels trav
eling in thl' channel. Koclial-.. li-.h 
plants have shut their doors. idling 
hundreds of workers. 

Groundlish founh quaner dosed 
Oct. 12. J5 days sooner than the 
lleet. the canneries and planl 
workers hoped. This is the third 
early closure for the trawl fleet this 
year. resulting in approximately 90 
days that ~mundfish was not pro
cessed in Kodiak. 

Trawl-caught lish has hccome 
the hacklmne for the processing 
plants in Kodiak, normally help
ing to keep a large labor force in
tact. The last two years have wit
nessed a night of lahor from 
Kodiak due to early closures, 
which put the labor force out of 
work for up to six weeks at a 
stretch (and now for three months). 
The loss of experienced plant 
workers lowers recovery, yielding 
a net loss in all of the fisheries 
(cod. sole. salmon and pollock). 

The shift in effort hy some 
shore-side vessels and the factory 
tmwlcrs lishing the Olympic open
ers is taking a huge toll on the 
cannery lahor force (and the local 
economy). It's hard on the trawl
ers to make a husiness plan in this 
environment, hut the cannery 
workers arc rc<~lly feeling the pres
sun: every time there is a prema
ture closure due to effort shift 

h's a crying shame what this 
docs to those people culling the 
fish. They hear it in the wind and 
are asking how long will the fish
ing last (paychecks)? They are 
trapped in an island·econ'omy that 
may he shut tlfT for six weeks at a 
crack ... so any money put aside 
li1r the homeland is hurned up. 

'Jllcsc good people are hut hunk
ing (up to 20 in a small house l to 
make a gruh stake cutting our lish. 
(Inc de~y when the price. of lish 
goes up (and money grows un 

trees). there wun 't be anyone to 
unload the hoats or cut the fish. 
Every plan! in Kodiak was shor! 
40 workers on the llnor during the 
pollock opener. Shifts in effnn 
from the offshore lleet have con
trihuted to these early closures. 

ll1is year the "Asian Ou" has 
made it difficult for the factory tmwl
ers to sell yellow lin sole from the 
Bering Sea. making the Gulf more 
auractiw. This shift impacted the 
second and third quarters in much 
the same way; the hollom was 
doSt..'<l tu all trawling for 2R days in 
May and 2R days in August with 
hopes that the fourth quaner would 
run until Nov. 15. That adds up to 
90 days this year that the trawlers 
sat idle with many thoo'Wids of tons 
ofgmundlish unharvested (millions 
of dollars losl to the t:ommunity). 

This loss to the state in raw 
fish tax and the Gulf communities 
is having far-reaching effects on 
the overall productivity of shore
hascd fisheries. This year has 
endL-d on a sour note for most of 
the shore ha.-;cd tmwl Oect. We 
an: the first to feel the effect. Most 
of the plants have cleaned up and 
an: shutting their doors. next the 
vendors of fuel, marine hardware, 
groceries. welding shops, travel 
agents. landlords, shoe stores, 
pia.a parlor.;, Sea Land van driv
drivers. ct al ... all will feel the 
economic impact tu Kodiak. 

· What can yoo do to llclp your 
local economy and trawl Oeet? 
Call your City Council memhers 
and borough Asscmhly members; 
ask themJo look into this serious 
prohlem. Ask them to talk to the 
cannery managers, to the Alaska 
Draggers Association, and then to 
your state representatives ahout 
how this cm:nmunity can protect a 
very large part of its future. 

The Daily Mirror needs In 1{>
cus a more positive light on the 
strongcsl component nf the Kodiak 
economy -trawlers. · 

Sincerely. 
-Albert Geiser 
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SCientists record major sea changes 
~ANKS (AP) - Scientists say some~ 

think.is;,changing in the Nonh Pacific. 
A. .. wiiie band of algae is blooming il1 the 

Be~g Sea. A biologist working in the area spot
ted \i pod of five to seven right whales, an endan
gered species that hasn't been seen in those num
~.in nearly a century. 

And for the first time since the 1940s, 
Canadian commercial fishermen are harvesting 
sardines. 

No one knows at this point if the changes can 
be tied simply to El Nino, the weather phenom
enon that warmed much of the Pacific Ocean 
over the past two years, or if it's the result of 
something even bigger. 

But researchers are trying to find out. 
Nearly 300 scientists from countries fronting 

the Nonh Pacific are gathered in Fairbanks to 
discuss the changes during the seventh annual 
meeting of the Nonh Pacific Marine Science 
Organization. . 

""lle group on Friday talked about El Nino, the 
;:h-publicized phenomenon that changes 

. ·:,~ther patterns and causes Pacific waters to 
warm. 

The scientists looked beyond the occasional 
tuna and yellow fin caught of the Gulf of Alaska 
- much farther nonh than where they're nor
mally found- to systemic changes in the ocean. 

They have documented a 3-degree warming 
of the North Pacific, and changes in the atmos
phere· and in plankton production and distribu
tion during El Nino. 

But many scientists cautioned that El Nino 
might not be the only thing responsible for the 
changes. Global warming might be to blame. 
And a major shift might be occurring in the 
ocean similar to the big ecosystem change in the 
Gulf of Alaska in the late 1970s. 

In the so-called regime shift, the gulf's water 
warmed and the populations of shrimp, capelin 
and other species collapsed while those of pol
lock and others exploded. 

While scientists were able to predict the 
1997-1998 El Nino was coming, the big surprise 
was its intensity, said James O'Brien, director of 
the Center for Ocean-Atmospheric Prediction 
Studies at Florida State University. 

"No one forecasted that El Nino was going 
to come on so strong," O'Brien told the 
Anchorage Daily News. 

The increase in ocean temperatures was 

• No one knows at this point 
If the changes can be tied 
simply to El Nino, the weath
er phenomenon that warmed 
much .of the Pacific Ocean 
over the past two years, or If 
lt~s the result of something 
even bigger. 

But researchers are trying 
to find out. 

accompanied by a constant 4- to 12-inch rise in 
the mean sea level, said William Crawford of the 
Institute of Ocean Science in Sidney. British 
Columbia. The level dropped back to normal 
abruptly at the end of February. 

His colleague, Mike Foreman, said the rise 
may be related to global warming. Some scien
tists link the uplifting to what are called KelviQ 
waves- ocean movements at the equator they 
believe cause a ripple that reaches as far nonh as 
Alaska and as far south as the tip of South 
America. 

Scientists also have found that a distinct 
atmospheric pressure system change accompa
nies El Nino. The low that normally sits over the 
Aleutian Islands moves dramatically east and 
settles over the Gulf of Alaska. During La Nina, 
the weather pattern that usually follows El Nino, 
the tow moves back over the Aleutians. For 
Alaskans, that is supposed to translate into cold, 
dry weather. 

Scientists are finding that the production and 
distribution of oceanic nutrients in some cases 
changed with El Nino. 

Some biologists think a disappearance of 
nutrients may have caused starvation and the 
die-off of thousands, maybe tens of thousands, 
of common murres from Prince William Sound 
to Bristol Bay this past year. 

Frank Whitney of Canada's Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans reported a reduction of 
nutrients in the waters along the shores of the 
Gulf of Alaska. He thinks the depletion has 
affected Canadian salmon, which follow the 
coastline all the way to the Aleutians before 

heading out to sea. 
Colleague Gordon McFarlane didn't agree. 
McFarlane pointed to the massive migration 

of sardines, mackerel and hake from California 
into Canadian waters and into the Gulf of 
Alaska. They wouldn't be moving nonh if there 
was a food supply problem, he said. 

Historically, sardines have come and gone 
from northern latitudes, McFarlane said. The 
last great peak in Canada was in the 1940s. They 
collapsed without warning in 1946, he said. 

When they showed up in 1992, scientists 
related it to a minor El Nino event "We specu
lated they would disappear again," he said. "But 
they didn't." 

By 1997, they had moved up from off 
Vancouver Island into the Queen Charlotte 
Island area, and they started spawning off the 
Canadian shore. Their numbers became so 
abundant that Canada opened a limited com
mercial harvest. They are now the dominant 
species in the surface waters. 

This past summer, the sardines moved into 
the Gulf of Alaska. "They are still there and 
doing quite well," he said. 

Hake and mackerel have followed similar 
patterns. "If you add all this biomass together, 
it is probably well over 1 million tons of fish," 
he said. 

El Nino may be partially responsible for the 
migration, McFarlane said, but he suspects there 
is a large-scale ecological change under way as 
well. 

Cynthia Tynan of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration in Seattle reported 
setting out in 1997 to study whale distribution in 
the Bering Sea and being startled by what she 
found. 

From the air, she saw a massive 200-mile
wide algae bloom, which reflected light and 
turned the normally dark ocean waters 
turquoise. The band of bloom was centered over 
the slope of undersea land off the bay's coast. 
She found five species of whales- fin, hump
back, mike, sei and northern right- feeding in 
the area, which was a surprise. The whales usu
ally prefer to feed in deeper waters near the 
shelf's edge. 

Tynan said it is too early to tell whether the 
shift was caused by El Nino or whether there is 
some other longer-term change going on in the 
area and the Bering Sea ecosystem. 
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~~ci~·ntists:_ Fisheries on verge of collapse 

--

,· 

. r:. LOS ANGELES (AP) -
Nations must take dramatic 
steps to head off a collapse of 
glObal fash populations that are 
being severely depleted by 
overfishing, a new report by a 
national panel of scientists 
warns. 

·'The future of fisheries de
pends on radically changing our 
attitudes, practices and policies 
about fishing," said panel 
member .Jane Lubchenco~ a 
marine ecologist at Oregon 
State University. 

The volume of fish caught 
has reached or exceeded levels 

· that can be sustained by the 
world's oceans, said the report. 
"Sustaining Marine Fisheries," 
releao;ed Thursday hy the 25-
member committee, led by bi-

' 'olog'ist. Harold Mooney of 

Stanford University. 
The study was funded by Wash

ington D.C.-based National Re
search Council, an ann of the Na
tional Academy of Sciences. a pri
vate, nonprofit institution. 

"Within five years, we're go· 
ing to sec hig changes (in fish 
populations) on our coast ... said 
panel memhcr Tom Powell. a L!ni
versity of California at Berkelc) 
hiologist. "We're going to he 
pretty sorry if we don't take ac-
tion now." 

Studies hy federal fishery agen
cies have found. that up to 80 per
cent of commercial fish specie~ in 
the United States and more than a 
third worldwide arc fully exploited 
or ovcrfashcd. 

The panel. made up of hiolo
gists, economists and fishing in
dustry representatives. cited those 

findings in their repon, which calls 
for reducing fish catches and re
pairing marine ecosystems. 

About 84 million metric tons of 
fish and other seafood are caught 
annually in marine ecosystems 
worldwide. worth ahout $~.5 hil-
lion a year in the United States· 
alone. 

·'The sea was long viewed as 
an inexhaustihle supply ofprotein 

· for human use. But recently ... it 
has hecome increasingly clear that 
the ocean's resources arc not in
elthaustihle ... the report said. 

TI1e once common Atlantic hali-
hut arc now rare. Oranue roul!hv e • -
off New Zealand have declined 
~uhstantially. Bluefin tuna. rock
fish, herring, shrimp. sturgeon. 
oysters, shark, Atlantic salmon and 
American shad are depleted hc
cnuse of overfishing. 

Some species have declined 
so seriously that once-thriving 
commercial fisheries have been 
shut down, including cod off 
Newfoundland, ground fish such 
as haddock and yellowtail noun
der off New England. and some 
salmon in the Pacific Northwest. 

Overcapacity in the fishing in
dustry is widespread. largely he
cause of policies that encourage 
unrestricted competition on the 
open seas, the panel said. 

In Alac;ka. for example, the 
North Pacific Fishery Manage
ment Council hac; estimated that 
the fishing nee! is 2 112 times 
the size necessary to catch the 
availahle resources. 

The report said that assigning 
fishing rights or quotas that can 
he traded is one way of reduc
ing overcapacity. 
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Ecosystem changes affect some seabird popU18tions 
The Exxon Valdez oil spill 

struck in late March 1989, as har
lequin ducks were still wintering 
in Prince William Sound and just 
as seabirds and waterfowl began 
migrating through the area. An 
estimated 250,000 birds were 
killed by the noating oil. 

Nine years later, people are just 
starting to talk about seeing more 
seabirds in Prince William 
Sound. The reason for the slow 
recovery of their numbers is still 
under investigation. While some 
scientists search for an explana
tion in the ecosystem, others look 
for contamination. But their con
clusions ultimately hinge on 

baseline data gathered long be
fore the oil spilL 

For most species in Prince Wil
liam Sound, there is little infor
mation on their populations be
fore 1989. For seabirds, though. 
the story is a little different. 

Counts of the birds go back to 
1972, when the late Pete Isleib, 
a fishennan and ornithologist, tra
versed the Sound, counting and 
marking the distribution of ev
ery species. In 1984, David Irons 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser
vice, made another count. 

Between those years, dramatic 
changes took place. Populations 
of fish-eating seabirds such as 

mergansers. pigeon guillemots, 
common murres, and cormorants 
apparently all declined by as 
much as half. Scientists found 
that the birds' diets had changed 
to different, less fatty fish. The 
change in the birds' prey corre
sponded with a late 1970s shift 
in the dominant species of fish 
in the Gulf of Alaska. 

Irons is one of many scientists 
who think changes in the Gulf of 
Alaska and Bering Sea decreased 
the abundance of several fish spe
cies, which affected the birds' 
food supply and spurred the de
cline in several seabird popula
tions- long before the oil spill. 

"[Tile shift) may have affected 
the forage fish available for the fish
eating birds, because the fish-eat
ing birds have declined, not the in
vertebrate-eating birds," Irons said. 

For the first three years after 
the oil spill, counts of the birds 
were done every year. There have 
been winter and summer counts 
in several years since 1993. 

Ecosystem changes aside, re
searchers continue to sec differ
ences in seabird populations be
tween the oiled and non-oiled ar
eas of Prince William Soond. 
"The populations in the oiled area 
continue to he lower than hcfore 
the oil spill," Irons said. "Some 
species arc showing no signs of 
recovery and, in fact, the differ-

Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By Jody Seitz 

ences between populations in the 
oiled and unoiled areas are be
coming greater." 

Both invertebrate-eating and 
fish-eating species are fewer in 
number and their populations 
grow more slowly in the oiled 
part of the Sound. 

For example, populations of 
Barrow's goldeneye are increas
ing, but less rapidly in the oiled 
areas than the unoiled areas. And 
harlequin ducks. which feed on 
snails. limpets, and other inver
tebrates such as mussels, have a 
much higher winter mortality rate 
in the oiled area than the unoiled 
area. In fact, researchers believe 
the winter mortality rate for har
lequins in the oiled areas of the 
sound is too high for the ducks 
to maintain their populations in 
those areas. 

Data on exposure of seabirds 
in the sound to crude oil or PCBs 
may provide some answers. 
Since 1996, scientists tested har
leljliin ducks, Barrow's golden-

eye, and pigeon guillemots for el
evated levels of a liver enzyme 
called cytochrome p450, which 
lasts in their blood up to two 
weeks following exposure to 
PCBs or to crude oil. 

"They've looked at birds in 
unoiled and oiled areas and they've 
found that birds in the oiled areas 
have higher levels of P450 than in 
the unoiled area," Irons said. 

Irons was surprised to see these 
results so long after the spilL It's 
too early to draw conclusions, but 
Irons said he is concerned that 
7-8 years after the spill. birds 
may still be encountering oiL 

If they are encountering oil in 
significant concentrations, it may 
affect their survival rates, he said. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 

·Currents radio program. The u
ries is sponsored by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to provide information about res
toration activities within the spill 
region. 
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Council to consider thorny issues 
At a special meeting next 

month in.Anchorage, the North 
Pacific Fishery Management 
Council will deal with three 
complex issues crucial to the 
future of Gulf and Bering Sea 
trawl and longline fisheries. 

Senate Bill 1221: The coun
cil will review the bill's provi
sions and their potential im
pacts on management of the 
groundfish and crab fisheries, 
the license limitation .sy:·acm. 
marine mammals, and National 
Marine Fisheries Service en.
forcement and monitoring ca
pabilities. The council will 

then consider actions it will 
need to address in future.meet
ings to implement the bill's 
provisions. 

Steller sea lions: NMFS will 
report on the status of Steller 
sea lions and potential fisher
ies management implications .. 
The council may take emer
gency actions affecting the 
1999 groundfish fisheries to 
mitigate potential fisheries im
pacts on sea lions. 

Status of shorHailcd alba
tross bycatch: an informational 
report from NMFS on the sta
tus of shon-tailcd albatross 

: hycatcb in the long! inc fleet. 
The coun~·il will m!.!ct Nov. 

I 0- I 2, at the Hilton Hotel 111 

downtown Anchorage. 
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Weir assures fish for Chignik subsistenc·e users 
. . . 

"Out here it's natural re
sources, fish, or game. The stores 
out here aren't that good, artd the 
way the fisheries have been go
ing, if you're not a permit holder 
you're not going to make that 
much money. Last year a lot of 
guys only made $5,000 for the 
year, so subsistence is really im
portant." David Owen, man
ager, Chignik weir. 

When une of the largest 
sockeye runs in the state can't 
provide for subsistence, 
something's wrong. 

The Chignik River is among 
the most productive sockeye 
systems on the Alaska Penin
sula. Until a few years ago, 
suhsistcnct: and commercial 
fisht:rmcn reacefully coexisted,· 
some or them harvesting in 
both fisheries. 

Then the rrice of salmon 
dropped, reaching a 10-year 

low In 1993. 
Commercial fishermen began 

to fish 'later and later into the 
season. For a few years, man
agers didn't realize that com
mercial catches were too high 
and that fish needed for sub
sistence weren't reaching the 

. upper river. 
The fisheries of the Chignik 

district had been managed 
based on the number of fis{l es
caping ·past a weir on the 
Chignik River from June 
through the first week in· Au
gust. After the weir was re
moved in August, managers 
continued to judge the strength 
of the escapement by the size 
of the commercial catches. 

"Over the years we probably 
had too much of a commercial 
fishery," said David Owen, 
manager of the Chignik weir. 
"Because us time went on, 'we 

fished later and later and we 
estimated escapement based on 
our catches. and they may or 
rnay not have been correct." 

)VayneDonaldson, a Depart
ment of· Fish and Game man
agement biologist explained: 
"The Total escapement .. was 
me~. ~ut the lat~r portions of 
the run were weak and .not get-
ting through." . 

Compl!lints started coming 
in. People were· not getting 
enough fish for subsistence. 

"Yeah, it was a big issue here. 
about three to four years ago, 
said Johnny Lind; president of 
the Chignik Lake Village 
Council. "People were going 
down to the lagoon and trying 
to get their subsistence and they 
couldn't even get any kind of 
fish .. That's when it became a 
reaily big issue." 

To be able to monitor the cs-

Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By Jody Seitz 

capemenf and the commercial 
harvest with subsistence needs 
in mind, ·they needed to keep 
the weir up longer. 

In' 1995, the Department of 
Fish and Game received fund
ing. from the state-administered 
criminal settlement of the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill to keep the weir 
operating into the first week of 
September. Now they also usc 
lighted underwater video cum
crus to illuminate the fish us 
they pass through the weir. 

Owen Says the problem has 
essentially been resolved. Now 

the department has good solid 
data on which to base decisions. 

"When we make our deci
sion, it's not all based on catch 
data," said Owen. "It's based 
on escapement data, a lot bet
ter escapement data than we 
had before." 

Jodv Seitz lives in Cordm•a 
and dtso produces the Alaska 
Coastal Currents radio pro
gram. The series is spon.1·oted 
by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spilt 
Trustee Crmncil 10 prol'ide in
j(JI'IIIation a/Jour restoration oc
tivities within the spill region. 
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Protect Kodiak's salmon 
To the editor, 

qov. Tony Knowles' visit to 
Kodiak offers the island's 
salmon industry an opportunity 
to reflect on the strong harvest 
V.:e. had this year. While dra
!patic salmon declines spread 
north from California to Brit
ish Columbia and disaster 
~uuck Bristol Bay and Cook Jn
let,JCOdiak broke our even-year 
record for pink salmon, expe
rienced a record coho return 
~nd an impressive sockeye re
turn. 

What's more, 1998 was not a 
blip on the trend line. in fact the 
1990s have witnessed excellent 
returns for Kodiak salmon, in
cluding the all time high com
mercial catch totaling 49 million 
salmon in I 995. 

While theories multiply ahout 
the poor salmon returns else
where, we in Kodiak trust our 
productivity has as much if not 
more to do with a sound man
agement strategy coupled with 
excellent habitat conditions than 
it does with El Nino, luck and 
cycles. 

Sound salmon management 
by Alaska Department of .Fish 
and Game requires extensive 
historical data, supponive user 
groups. and adequate in-season 

. management tools, i.e. fish 
weirs. Healthy habitat for 
salmon production requires only 
that it retain its pristine quality. 

With the results of 1993s 
salmon season in mind it's time 
to recognize our good fortune 
may be transitory. 

Despite the strong record of 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council in protecting 
Kodiak and Afognak's salmon 
habitat, three of our lOp five 
salmon systt.:ms n:main unpro-

tected: the Karluk, the 
Ayakulik and Afognak Lake 
systems. The first problem is 
we Jack permanent protection 
for the weir sites on all three 
systems. Second, the habitat on 
the Karluk and Afognak Lake 
could take dramatic turns for 
the worse if the Native corpo
rations, which own them, seck 
economic return for their share
holders through development 
that will inevitably degrade 
salmon habitat. 

The good news is that Gov. 
Knowles has the ability to en
sure Kodiak's salmon future by 
completing agreements with 
landowners to either purchase 
or obtain conservation case
ments prbtecting essential habi
tat and the weir sites in the 
Karluk, Ayakulik and Afognak 
Lake systems. Better yet. there 
arc ample funds available in the 
Exxon Valdez restoration re
serve to complete the job. 
While research will receive 
some of these funds let's re
mcmh~.:r that the hest fish stud
ies in the world won't help if 
we lose our habitat and the weir 
sites that allow us to manage 
one of Alaska's best salmon 
success stori~.:s. 

Failur~.: to prot~.:ct Kodiak's 
salmon invites the disaster we 
sec elsewhere, while complet
ing the habitat protection job 
will give Gov. Knowles a 
Kodiak legacy of enormous im
portance. 

-Exe<:utive Committee, 
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture 

Assoc. 
Oliver Holm, president 

Wallace Fields. vice president 
Mike Simpson. secretary 

Dana Reid. treasurer 
Chris Berns. member 
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ACAT's working for Kodiak 
Alaska Communily Ac1ion on . 

Toxics (ACA1) is a communily G · • • 
adv~y organiz.alion working 00 nest op•n 1 on 
env1ronment.al health issues across • , 
the s1a1e._ Kodiak Communi1y By Knst1n Stahl-Johnson 
Conserva11on Ne1work (KCCN) is 
a. locally based community advo- and 
c~y organi7.alion working lo fa- Pdmela M'lle 
cll11ale collaooralivc processes I r 
whic.:h hring regional, slalc-widc --:.-:-. -~--:-. -:-_ -~.:--:.-:-.--:: .. :_:-:-.. :-,-~-:-:.---:-. --------------
<:'" nalional resources and cxpcr- cuscJ on lhe drainage passing un-
llse lo hear on local conservalion der 1he ma~~ivc fill along Mill Bay 
issues. KCCN has iiS origins in Road in lhe vicinily qf lhc 
I~ _"CruJc Women," a group of Vallianos former home. Soil 
llshmg women and fishcnncn 's samples were Ia ken al holh lhc 
wivcs who came 1ogc1her for mu- nor1h and soulh drainages from lhe 
lual suppon during rhc Exxon fill. lhc yard of lhc former 
Valdet. oil spill. Vallianos homc. 1he down gradi-
. We would like ro c.:farily a few cnl of the fill over S_mok.cy's dump 
111lportanl i~~~ surrounding lhe rc- he low I he new hall park; and jus I 
cenl reports on 1oxic c.:unraminalion upslream from where !he drain-
~n Kodiak. This can he lcrrifying age from Smokey's enlers Island 
mform;nion for rhc communily 10 Lake. Signilicanl levels of heavy 
mrcgrarc.: and ..:"rnplcx 10 under- melafs were found in some of lhc 
!-.lan~- Wc hdic.:\·c rhal· hiJVing all samples taken and action levels of 
thc.: mfonnarion helps lo minirnitc loul pclroleum hydrocarbons were 
anxiclics and pmviJcs oplions for found in 1he sedimenls and 
r_roducrive acrion. Our experience leachate from Smokey's dump. bul 
~rnce the:: repon hit the frunt page not in lhe one sample allhe stream 
1s lh~l many prople are juslifiably moulh. · 
womcd. We would like 1o dcscrihc Our report did not conclude !hal 
lhe_ conlexl in which our report wa-; we have definitive evidence !hal 
wnllcn and dis1rihu1cd. lhe propeny al2010 Mill Bay road 

. ACAT _L·onduclcd a samplin~ is contaminated .. R.al.hcr we point 
survey ol landfill.~ and poh.:nrwl ·:~-~ .. problems !hal might 
conramin<tlion pmhlems in KoJiak. ex1s1 wilhin the fill area upon 
in collahuralion wi1h KCC:N in which !he house is buill. 
Oc1oher of I CJ97. This survey was The ilfllC!SSeS Tim's family is cx-
pmmpled hy concerns raised hy a ~ricncing should be taken seri-
formcr Kodiak. residenl, Mr. Tim ously, however. We don'l yet 
Vallianos. The entire Vallianos know wha1 1hc exacl source of lhc 
family was suffering from severe prohlcm might he. AI a minimum, 
illnesses lhal Mr. Vallianos he- we ru:ommend 1ha1 air samples 
ficvcd In he caused hy environ- he lak.en 10 lind OUI whclher !here 
menial lnxins huried in lhc J">IISI- mighr he a vaporiling ·source of 
World War II landfill under his mercury hcncalh 1he house (bair 
home. Mr. Vallranos ha.o;cJ hio; samples from Tim's family 
condusions on inlcrvicws wilh showed high levels of mercury). 
fonner mifilary pcr.;unncl. 

1hc rcsuhs of our re~arch on the 
hreadth of related issues in Kodiak, 
was lhc impetus for organiLing the 
environmcnlal ~callh c.:onfcrcnce, 
Prcvenling Taxies in Alaska,. 
which we held here Sepl. 22-24. 
Our inlcnlions were nul only 10 
inlnxlucc the information, but lo 
als\l provide a cnntcxl wilhin 
which 10 undersland and inlerprel 
some very overwhelming and 
complex malerial. We also rec.:
ommcnd lhal a comprehensive 
sampling program he undertaken 
lo assess lhc environmcnlal and 
hcahh c.:onccms wilhin 1he area of 
lhc fill along Mill Bay Road. 

There arc no easy sulutions lo 
lhcsc problems. The single, most 
importanl 1hing our community 
can do righl nuw is In make sure 
we arc ar;king all the right ques
lions. We hroughl experts 10 lhe 
confcrcnc.:c here in Kodiak who 
could provide lhe communily wi1h 
an undersranding of whal re
sources arc availahle IO us. Dr. 
Ron Scrudalo works with lhe 
Superfund Basic Research Pro
gram of the Nalional lnslilulc of 
Environmenlal Health Sciences. 
He is close to publishing a hook 
lilted 'The Anatomy of a Dump." 
Wi1h more than 25 years of expe
rience, he certainly can provide 
cogenl scienliric advice on a com
prehensive assessment of environ
mental health issu~ in our com· 
munily. 



Grc:tchen Latowsky, project 
manager for the Community Tech
nical Assistance Program of the 
John Snow Institute: for Environ
mental Hc:alth Studic:s in Boston, 
has nearly 20 years of c:xperic:ncc: 
helping citizens investigate and 
address environmental health 
problems within their communi
ties. Her adviCe is based on the 
experience at home, in Woburn, 
Mass .. one of our nation's largest 
Superfund sites. She is a strong 
advocate for community-based so
lutions; for building collaborative 
processes that include affc:ctc:d 
citizc:ns, community groups, local 
government, husinessc:s and ind_us
try, and state and fcderdl agen~1es. 

Dr. Rosalie: Bc:rtell has rece1ved 
many prestigious intc:rnational 
awards, including the 1986 Alter
native: Nohcl Prize or Right Live
lihood Award, for her. work to
ward under.aanding environmen
tal and community health issues 
around the world. She outlined a 
new, holistic approach to looking 
at community health which re
quires a multi-disciplinary strat
egy. 

None: of these problems arc: 
solved on an individual basis. The 
only way contamination problems 
arc addrc:ssc:d effc:ctivcly is 
through organit.ed citit.t:n panici
pation in problem-solving. ~iti1.e_n 
participation. enhanced w1th S(;l

entilic and medical technical sup
porl, i~ the best way to determine 
a course or acti11n. The: answc:rs 
won't come from individuals 
spending large amounts of money 
sampling their homc:s in the ah
sence of a well-thought-out, com
munity-based. sampling dc:sign. 
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In the face of a ~ide and poten
tially overwhelming range of is
sues, we strongly recommc:nd a 
community-derived and directed 
comprehensive environmental 
sampling and ao;sessment program 
hasc:d on mudds dc:vcloped around 
the country, supervised by a broad
based citizens' oversight commit
te:~:. KoJiak would also hcnelit 
rrom undc:rstanding the various 
designs and functions of commu
nity hc:alth survc:ys in ordc:r to dc:
velop the appropriate tool that cap
tures meaningful information and 
works in coordination with an as
sessment. 

Pamela Millc:r from ACAT will 
be: returning to Kodiak on Thurs
day, Oct. 29, at 7 p.m. in the Bor
ough Conference room, to discuss 
options and alternative approaches 
to dealing with all of the infonna
tion the community is receiving 
and how we might create partner
ships, solutions and citizen over
sight. We invite anyone interested 
in creating an equitable and broad
based community process to ad
dress these critical issues to please 

·participate. 



Spawned-out carcasses vital 
link for future salmon stocks 

When was the last time you really looked at 
the Kenai River? 

Everyone looks at the river when they drive 
over it or fish on it, but when was the last time 
you scooped up a glass of it and looked at it? If 
you have never tried it, I recommend the expe
rience. 

Rather than being s. Monda;y. moming . .fillh- , .. 
eries quarterback,· go down· io the Kcmai River · 
and get a glass of the stuff and set it on the 
shelf at room temperature. Then place a glass 
of regular water next to it. Let the two glasses 
set for a week or two and then smell the differ
ence. 

If you do the experiment, you will notice 
that the Kenai water really smells rancid and 
the regular water has no odor. This is when you 
suddenly discover that Kenai River water is not 
just water, it is also a transport medium and 
preserver of decomposing salmon carcasses. 

These spawned-out carcasses are a vital link 
between generations of future salmon stocks. 
Without these decomposing carcasses it is 
impossible for nursery lakes, rivers and oceans 
to maintain adequate nutrient levels. Low 
salmon escapements force nutrient levels to 
decline as biogenic fertilization is removed 
from the cycle. Decomposing carcasses from 
adults have the ablity to enhance zooplankton 
by increasing phytoplankton production, thus 
allowing the same lake to feed more sockeye 
fry. 

The term "overescapement" is a spawning 
and living area term which is more or less a 
system constant. Nutrient levels are a system 
variable and can expand or reduce system 
capacity. Many people feel overescapement or 
maximum escapement is calulated from 
spawning and living area. The truth is that area 
is involved but nutrient levels control maxi
mum escapement. 

If you have no idea how Kenai River nutri
ent levels change from year to year, you have 
no idea how close or far you are to or from 
maximum escapement. Maximum escapement 
thus becomes directly related to nutrient levels. 
The maximwn nwnber of dependent .sockeye 
fry is more directly linked to nutrient levels 
and the resulting phytoplankton production 
than living area. 

Area and nutrient levels are both necessary 
but nutrient levels are the expandable element 
within a system. If you can state as fact the 
maximum amount of phytoplankton a lake can 
carry then you can talk about maximum 
escapement. Pesent fisheries managers focus 
so tightly on living area information that they 
ignore nutrient level information. Area and 
nutrient information work together to produce 
maximwn escapements. . 

Do you think we had a bad salmon run this 
year? We will continue to see bad things hap
pening within our fisheries until we can get a 
fisheries biologist to put the graphs and charts 
down long enough to smell the water. 

Donald Johnson 
Soldotna 
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• • • Letters 
From Mississippi 
Dear Editor, 

My wife. Levonia and I served as volunteer hosts for 
the Alaska State Park System this past summer. First, we're 
grateful for Mr: Wyn Merrefee 's recommendations and give 
special thanks to Rangers Roger MacCampbell, Wayne 
Biessel and Josh Duffus for guidance and promoting an 
excellent state wilderness park at Halibut Cove Lagoon. Mr. 
and Mrs. Cronin are doing good things to maintain a pristine 
environment on their island and around China Poot Lake 
three miles south of the ranger station. 

We're grateful to members of your Methodist Church 
and the Homer Garden Club for showing us natural Alaskan 
perennials and beautiful colors that can be grown in spite of 
harsh winters. 

Because we were volunteers in the park system, many 
gave us free or reduced rates to musicals, the Pratt Museum, 
and for float-plane trips. One was an interesting trip by 
SouthCentral Air across Kachemak Bay to the old Russian 
town Seldovia. This,one culminated in a 30-minute-flight 
over Halibut Cove Lagoon, the ranger station and Grewingk 
Lake and Glacier. before returning to base in Homer. Another 
was given by Bald Mountain Right Service southwest to the 
Katmal Nati6nal Park area where we took close-up pictUres 
of the Kodiak brown bears and eagles fishing for salmon in 
the shallow glacial rivers near the Coastal Outfitlers yacht. 

Another kindness was by Chuck Lewis at Bay View 
Garage in Homer. When no other rental car was available, he 
lent us a comfortable Mazda pick-up truck for a trip to 
Anchorage. After hiking one of our trails, the Swoops fami
ly gave us home-cultured oysters and mussels from their 
oyster boat the Chanticleer near Halibut Cove. Good 
Alaskan hospitality was shown by many stores and restau
rants in Homer. Many friends were made by Alaskans using 
our public use cabins at the trail head - there should be no 
dearth of volunteers for state parks in the future, and we will 
be flattered to be included in next summer's appointees -
God be willing. 

Mal"tin and Lea Hal"thcock, 
Mississippi 
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Whales find otters tasty 
Hungry killer whales in the 

Aleutian Islands are selecting a 
startling new menu item. Iru.1.ead 
of eating big, blubbery sea lions, 
rome are now gobbling down sea 
otters by the thousands. 

For top-level carnivores like 
killer whales to choose an 
entirely new type of prey, and 
for them to tum suddenly on 
neighboring animals with 
which they have coexisted for 
millennia, signals that Alaska's 
ocean environment may be dra
matically out of kilter. 

The change is leading some 
to call for better monitoring of 
the seas, including a possible 
overhaul of how the country 
manages its ocean preserves. 

Normally, killer whales, also 
called orcas, feast on sea lions 
and seals in Alaska waters. But 
the numbers of those animals 
have dwindled to near nothing 
in recent decades, likely because 
the fish they eat are in decline. 

The reasons for the decline 
of fish remain hotly debated. 



~,. ill age residents we .• <ing to restore cohu run 
. ·.:· 

EdHor'a note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
· Valdez ran aground In · Prince William Sound, spilling 

nearly 11 million gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quhe a lot aboUt the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. 

; . 

By JODY SEITZ 

The evening sun paints Coal Cape rosy against the 
cobalt blue of the North Pacific ocean. Lately the 
sphinx-like escarpment has watched over declining 
returns of salmon to the Kametolook River at its base. 

The tiny village of Perryville takes a close interest 
in the pink and coho salmon that return to the river 

. each year - that's their winter supply of dry fish. 
Elders say the river used to hold enough coho salmon 
for villagers to take what they needed each fall for 
subsistence. They say as many as 3,000 cohos used to 
spawn in the tributaries and main branch of the braid
ed river. A couple of years ago only 186 cohos were 
counted upstream. 

The village is trying to change that, using incuba
tion boxes to hold the coho eggs over winter. The 
project is fmanced through the Exxon Valdez settle-

. ment funds to help restore subsistence resources 
within the spill region. 
... One cool clear fall morning Jerry Yagie and I rode 
the winding four-wheeler trail up the river plain 

·toward the snow-covered flanks of Mount Veni-
aminov, through alders and acrqss streams to the 

.. ~ 

spring-fed brook that 
now holds the incu
bation boxes. 

It takes about an 
hour to reach the 
brook where the 
boxes are. We trace ,....._., ..... a-.__ ... 
the paths of multiple 
sow and cub combi-
nations along the gravelly plain. Jerry stops to point 
out the tracks where a trio of wolves gathered. We see 
coho, sockeye, chum and pink salmon spawning or 
traveling upstream all the way. · 

The river bed is wide and laden with silt from 
glaciers high in the mountains. One single flood can 
completely change the flow of a stream here. It's no 
wonder fish-spawning patterns also change. 

In trying to increase the run size, the village bas 
posted "no fishing" signs for the upper half of the 
river. That, along with the commercial fishery clo
sures in the Perryville area after Aug. 20, when the 
coho run begins, is already helping the river's cohos 
recover, according to Jim McCullough of the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game. In 1997, the coho run 
was four times that of 1996. 

The pond is crystal clear, fed by numerous springs 
at the base of a long hill covered with alder and berry 
bushes. The pond has been dammed and a pipe insert
ed in it to increase the flow over the tote-like plastic 
boxes downstream. 

The project began in 1997. Villagers worked 
closely with McCullough and Lisa Scarbrough, also 

of Fish and Game. They came out to check the stream 
and monitored the stream temperature for a year. 
They also set up an aquarium in the school for stu
dents to participate in incubating coho salmon from 
eggs to fry stage, and then release them in the 
Kametolook River. 

Yagie is one of two residents who traveled to 
Kodiak last fall for training in the method of incubat
ing coho salmon. 'They took us out to Saltry Cove 
for a week. We did some egg takes on some red 
salmon. That's bow we learned to do that," he said. 

Last year they incubated a few more salmon but 
were using gillnets and had a hard time rounding up 
ripe females. 

"We took eggs from five fish, and probably about 
a couple thousand (fry) survived. We put them in 
three lakes and one creek .... Maybe in a few years if 
we go ice fishing or sportfishing we'lLtell if they (the 
fry in the lakes) survived," said Yagie.· 

This fall they'll round up 120 cohos in a holding 
pen in the river and take eggs from the 60 ·females 
when they're ripe. The fish incubated in 1998 should 
return in 2001 and 2002. 

The goal is to have an in-river run strength of · 
3,000 coho. 

''We believe that would be an adequate number for 
subsistence as well as escapement needs," said 
McCullough. "Hopefully, we haven '.t lost the genetic 
material to have the run spread out over time." 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Curnnts radio program. 
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Study shows declining bycatch for most species 
ANCHORAGE- An Alaska fisheries study shows that bycatch 

of groundfish in 1997 was up slightly from the previous year, while 
that of most other species was down. 
'; The study stated that in 1997, fisheries in the Bering Sea, Aleutian 
Islands and Gulf of Alaska had groundfish by catch totaling 644.6 mil
lion pounds. Pollock and Pacific cod comprised most of that bycatch. 
. While that bycatch level was up from the previous year, it was far 

lower than the 751.2 million pounds recorded in 1994. 
The study was done by the Alaska Marine Conservation Council, 

an Anchorage-based nonprofit group. 
The North Pacific Fishery Management Council in teeent years 

has been active in trying to reduce· bycatcb. Last year the council 
·banned bottom trawling for Bering Sea pollock as a way to cut back 
bycatch levels~ 
· Bycatch is defmed as fish unintentionally caught by fishermen tar

geting other species, those too small for processing machines and 
those species with no economic value. 

Groundfish, while the target species, also make up the vast major
ity ofbycatcb in Alaska waters. In some fisheries- notably rockfish 
and. rock sole- more fish was thrown. away than was legally kept, 
the study said .. 

Halibut· bycatch was down slightly from; 1996, according to the 
study, while herring, salmon and king·crab bycatch were down con
siderably. 
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S .. c,i~oti.s~~ :argue cause 
07!~~J1q~rw.~~~t\.changes By:riATAUE.PHiUfPS ·. · · ·: years; or is the result of 
Dai_ly News reporter something even bigger. Re-

F AIRBANKS - · Some- ~ . searchers. are trying to find 
thiii' iS ¢nag.gingiii..i:he North::· <out. · · · 
Pac~ic-:' .... · · ·.. ·.. · · Nearly 300 scientists from 

A . wide band of algae, ·countries rimming the North 
picked up by satellites be- Pacific gathered in Fairbanks 
cause it has turned the nor- last week to discuss the 
mally dark water an aqua changes during the seventh 
blue, is blooming· in, the annual meeting of the North 
Bering Sea. A biologist work· ·Pacific Marine Science Orga
ing in the· area spotted ·a pod· · nization, also known ·as 
of five· to seven right whales; PICES. The group is modeled 
an endangered species that· after the International Coun
hasn 't been f seen: .iri ."those cil for Exploration of the 
numbers in nearly a century. Seas, or ICES, a 100-year-old 
And for the first .time since group of scientists who track 
the 1940s, Canadian commer- changes in the Atlantic 
cial fishermen are harvesting Ocean. Member nations of 
sardines. PICES are Japan, South Ko-

No one knows whether the rea, Russia, Canada and the 
changes can be tied simply to United States. They added 
El Nino, the phenomenon that 
warmed much of the Pacific Please see Back Page, 
Ocean over the past two UNDERWATER 

.t 
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"P"' fo1· the Pacific Ocean to get their 
name. 

On Friday, the group. in its first Alns
ka lllL'etinl-!. talked about El Nino, the 
much-publicized phenomenon that 
changes \\·cather patterns and causes 
Pacific waters to warm. 

The scientists gathered in Fairbanks 
looked hcyond the occasional tuna and 
\'ellow fin caught of the Gulf of Alaska 
:__ much farther north thnn where 
they're normally found - to systemic 
changes in the ocean. They have docu
mented a 3-dcgrec warming of the 
i\ionh Pacific, and changes in the at· 
nwsphere and in plankton production 
and distribution during El Nino. 

I3ut many scientists cautioned that El 
Nino might not be the only thing re
sponsible for the changes. Global 
warming might be to hlame. And a ma
jor shift might be occurring in the 
ocean similar to the big ecosystem 
chanf.!e in the Gulf of Alaska in the late 
1970s. In the so-called regime shift. the 
gulfs water warmed and the popul<l
tions of shrimp, capelin and other 
species collapsed while those of pollock 
and some others exploded. 

While scientists were able to predict 
the 1997-9H El Nino was coming, the big 
surprise was its intensity, said James 
O'Brien, director of the Center for 
Ocean-Atmospheric Prediction Studies 
nt Florida State University. "No one 
forecasted that El Nino was going to 
come on so strong." 

. :- ... The·.inqEease· in ocean, teinper.atwes 

.. ,~as accof-Ilpanied by a corisflQit 4- to"12-
inch rist! in the mean sea level, said 
William Crawford of the Institute of 
Ocean Science in Sidney, 11ritish Co
lumbia. The level dropped back to nor
mal abruptly at the end of February. 
Ills colleague Mike Foreman said the 
rise may be related to global warming. 
Some scientists link the uplifting to 
whnt arc called Kelvin waves - ocean 
movements at the equator they believe 
cause a ripple that reaches as far north 
as Alaska and as far south as the tip of 
South America. 
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Scientists have also found that a dis
tinct atmospheric pressure system 
change accompanies El Nino. The low 
that nornwll\· sits over the Aleutian Is
l;mds moves. dramatically cast and set
tles over the Gulf of Alaska. During La 
Nina, the weather pattern that usually 
follows El Nino. the low moves back 
over the Aleutians. For Alaskans, that is 
supposed to translate into cold, dry 
weather. 

Scientists arc finding that the pro
duction and distribution of oceanic nu
trients in some cases changed with El 
Nino. Some biologists think a disappear
ance of nutrients may have caused star
vation and the die-off of thousands, 
maybe tens of thousands, of common 
murrcs from Prince William Sound to 

11istol Bay this past year. 
Frank Whitney of Canada's Depart

ment of Fisheries and Oceans reported 
a reduction of nutrients in the waters 
along the shores of the Gulf of Alaska. 
lie thinks the depletion has affected 
Canadian salmon. which follow the 
coastline all the way to the Aleutians be
fore heading to sea. 

llis colleague Gordon :\lcFarlane 
didn't agree. 

i\lcFarlane pointed to the massive 
migration of san!ines. mackerel and 
hake from California into Canadian wa
ters and the (;ulf of Alaska. They 
wouldn't be moving north if there were 
a food supply problem. he said. 

Historically, sardines have come and 
gone from northern latitudes. McFar
lane said. The last great peak in Canada 
was in the 1940s. They collapsed with
out warning in 1946, he said. 

When they showed up in 1992, scien
tists related it to a minor El Nino event. 
"We speculated they would disappear 
again," he said. "But they didn't." 

By 1997, they had moved up from off 
Vancouver Island into the Queen Char
lotte Island area, and they started 
spawning off the Canadian shore. Their 
numbers became abundant enough that 
Canada opened a limited commercial 
harvest and has continued to do so. 
They arc now the t!ominant species in 
the surface waters. 
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This past summer, the sardines 
moved into the Gulf of Alaska. "They are 
still there and doing quite well," he said. 

Hake and mackerel have followed 
·~: similar patterns. "If you add all this bio
. mass together, it is probably well over 1 

million tons of fish," he said. 
El Nino may be partially responsible 

for the migration, McFadane said, but 
he suspects there is a large-scale eco
logical change under way as well. 

Cynthia Tynan of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra
tion in .Scntlle reported setting out in 
1997 to study wtmlc distribution in the 
Bering Sea and being startled by what 
she found. 

From the air, she saw a massive 200-
mile-wide algae bloom, which reflected 
light and turned the normally dark 
ocean waters turquoise. The 'band of 
coccolithophore bloom was centered 
over the slope of undersea land off the 
hny's coast. She found five species of 
whales - fin, humpback. mike, sci and 
northem right -:- feeding in the area, 
which was a surprise. The whales usu
ally prefer to feed in the deeper water 
near the shelf's edge. 

Tynan said it is too early to tell 
whether the shift wns caused by El Nino 
or whether there is :-;orne other longer
term change going on in the area and 
the Bering Sea ecosystem. 

::J R~porter Natalie Phillips can be reached at 
nphillips@adn.com. 
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Pige,on guillemot 
research moves 
to Sealife Center 
By Jody Seltz 

For The Times 

For years biologists have been 
trying to assess the impact of 
ecosystem changes on seabird 
populations. Biologists know that 
declines within pigeon guillemot 
colonies preceded the: Exxon 
Valdc:z oil spill by several years 
and seem to coincide with a 
decrease beginning in the late 
1970s in lhe amount of high fat 
fish ~pecies (sandlance, capelin, 
herring) fed to their chicks. 

Dr. Dan Roby of Oregon State 
University has been trying to see 
if the c)lange in their diets 
explains the declines in their 
colonies and their slow recovery 
from the spill. · 

It's hard to do in the field. 
Normally, to avoid predators 
pigeon guillemots nest in burrows 
in the cliffs and among rocks of 
remote headlands. The dedicated 
biologist more often !han not must. 
spend hours in the rain and wind 
of the Nonh Pacific, hanging in 
.front of a cliff face or perched on 
a rock, binoculars in .hand, just to 
observe what the adults feed their 
young. 

Factors other than food also 
affect chick survival: not all par
ents ar'e good at bringing back 
food; some nests get flooded out; 
parc;nts sometimes abandon !heir 

..£l!ickJ, ~ p~~IWI.Y.!,2lly .. 
a role. Crows, ravens. mink and 
peregrine falcons all feast on 
seabird eggs when they're avail
able. 

To eliminate some of these 
threats to the chicks, Roby pro
posed raising them in captivity at 
the Alaska SeaLife Center and 
feeding them diets which reflect
ed the changes in their prey in 
Prince William Sound. 

Researcher Dr. George Divoky 
saw an opportunity to us·e the 
studies of chicks to create a more 
accessible colony for research. "I 
thought that if a colony could be 
created, the. captive-raised birds 
could·retum here," he said. 'That 
way, known-age birds would 
come back and breed at the 
Sealife Center, which would be 
creating a population of birds !hat 
could be used for research." 

Ahhoush the birds nest in 
remote rocky cliffs, their needs 

Coastal currents 
are really simple. Pigeon guillc:- .· 
mots nc:st under docks ·from 

.Montc:rey Bay. Calif .. all the: way 
to Dutch Harbor. "All they nc:c:d," 
said Divoky, "is a dark place: pro-
tected from predators." · 

He: should know. Divoky spent 
25 years on the North Slope using 
nest boxes 10 create the largest 
colony of black guilleniots in 
Alaska, raising it from 10 breed
ing pairs in I 972 to 225 breeding 
pairs in I 989. 

Divoky plans to take advan
tage of the guillemots' .affinity for 
man-made sites. He buill nest 
boxes and auached them to plat
forms on the shores of 
Resurrection Bay in front of the 
SeaLife Center. Decoys sit atop 
!he platfonns to attract guillemots 
and speakers continuously plliy a 
chorus of guillemot calls. The 
idea is for guillemots to be drawn 
in: hear familiar sounds and star! 
investigating the cavities in the 
nest boxes . 

Young birds begin looking for 
nesting areas at about two years. 
even though they have another 
year or two to go before they are 
ready to breed. "Two-year-olds 
·are very restless, and begin 
prosP.ecting for new areas away 
from their natal colonies," said 
Divoky. "We could get birds from 
as rar away :is Princ"e William 
Sound and Brislol Bay." . 

After they reach fledging 
weight, about 35 days lifter hatch
ing, they'll release three groups 
of birds, each of which had diets 
of fish with different fat content." 

A couple of years from now 
Roby and Divoky will. be watch
ing for !his year's chicks to return. 
One of the most exciting things 
they could find, according to 
Divoky, is that the three groups of 
birds have different sur\oival rates. 
"If we see.the·chicks·raised on 
sandlance do well;an4 the chicks 
raised on pollock and gunnels do 
poorly, we have an indication !hat 
the fledging weights and fledging 
success may well be lowered by 
the shift that has occurred in 
nearshore fish," Divoky said. 

Jody Seitz. lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currrnts radio'program. 
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Oil Spill Symposium 
In Planning Stage 

CIVIC CENTER Steve Cowper, Bill Sheffield, 
What's billed as a 10 Year Walter Hickel and Jay 
Anniversary Symposium is Hammond, and current gover
being planned for March 21 & nor Tony Knowles (presuming 
22 next year at the Valdez he is still Governor next year) 
Civic Center, the· lOth are on the list though notmyet 
anniversary of t~e Exxon confirmed. 

·Valdez oil spill. Also on the list are offi-
But the nation's largest oil cers of the Coast Guard and 

spill doesn't rate a mention in the state Department of 
a news release issued by Environmental Conservation. 
Prince William Sound The panel discussions are 
Community College this entitled "Valdez In The Last 
week. Decade" and "How Oil Has 

. The news release makes Affected· Alaska" and "A 
no reference to the spill itself Decade of Progress In Prince 
nor to a number of key per- William Sound." 
sonalities who played central The two-day event is 
roles in the spill aftermath and being sponsored by Prince 
the two-year cleanup. William Sound Community 

Called "Partners in College, The Regional 
Prevention: A Decade of Citizens Advisory Council, 
Progress in Prince William Alyeska PipelineJSERVS, the 
Sound," the event revolves Coast Guard, the Department 
around videos, static displays, of Environmental 
tours of SERVS, speeches and Conservation and the City of 
panel discussions. Valdez. 

Among those invited are A similar but separate 
city and state officials and anniversary is being planned 
Alyeska President Bob by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Malone as the keynote speak- Trustee Council but most of 
er. those events are scheduled to 

Fonner Alaska governors take place in Anchorage. · 
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r i Staff hon·ors··volunteers for ,. 
~ .... ,~.·~:·, 

.:·c«;)tl~t.ibii'·~~g~ 10,9~9. ~~~rs.r· 
_. .. _,Ai~b··s~if~ ~t~r volunteer$,.)V~rj,; ..... -·:.or:.~ t -~'' .. · · 
recog'll.~ for the1r efforts a~ a_poth,1cl; .4-in~ ~·.,,,,:··The .,; ':• . 
ncr hi..st weekend hosted bY. staff at the . . ,• .' .. ·. . 
SeaLife Cente_r. Some 142 volunteers (rQ~, . '-Seallfe ., .. :: . 
s~ow:ard, Moose Pass, Homer, Kenat,. 0 ···s· ;, : ··~,11 I'·· ;: ... , 
Sold~tna, Girdw~ and.· Anchorage have . CO.Op : ·: 
contnbuted more than 10;000 hours t() the .. -.,; .. . . · 
SeaLife Center and it$'mission ..... .. :. . . .... · ' ' ~- . .' 

1be following volunteers were h<:>nored · . 
wi1h a volun~ service award for a full • , -- _ 
year of service during 1997 and the 1998 , . . . 
summer season. They are: Julie . Bryant, 
Kay Smith, Kathy Fredrickson, Sharon · 
Stevens-Ganser, Lani Lockwood, Katy Compiled by 
Turnbull, Lynda Martin,· Julie Renwick, Maureen Sims 
Barbara Fleming, Leesa Sorber, Chad 
Lockwood, Craig Turnbull, Kelly Martin, 
April-Tuthill and Brittany Swanson . 

. Volunteers who served over 250 hours at the center received 
certificates of appreciation. Tiley are: David Cooper, 307 hours; 
Bryan lipping, 396 hours; Chad Lockwood, 285 hours; Lanl 
Lockwood, 362 hours; and Lynda Martin, 266 hours. 

1be SeaLife Center's rehabilitation and husbandry staff is 
pleased to announce that Ill, the injured harb<>r seal, has_recov
ered and was released Oct 9. The already weaned baby seal was 

· found. in the harbor at Lake Diamna July 7 when she was an esti-· 
mated ~-weeks old.. ~be h~ a badly infected lacerated eye 
and weighed <:>nly 19 p<>unds. At release she weighed a~ut 59 
pounds. . . 

1li is wearing a te.le~etry device on her baclc and has a SeaLife 
Center flipper i<t~ntificati<;>n tag. Her transportation to Seward 
an.d back to her home in Lake. Iliamna was donate~ by Iliamna 
Air Taxi and ERA Aviation. IIi was released on an iljland·in the 
lake where there are other harbor seals. '' 

. Thanks to Cindy Haralso~ and Stephanie Breske f<:>r ~it.S.)Jp- . 
port and help in this :pcojeet.·. It wai liiioilier(j<:>b.'WCfl ~-bY .. : 
Susan Inglis and all the husbandry and veterinary staff. 

Maurun Sims is coordinator of external affai;s· at the Alaska 
SeaLife Center. · 
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Volunteers appreciated 
The Alaska SeaLife Center would like to 

thank the many vorunteers both within and 
outside the Seward area who have volun• 
teered at tl1e center since its grand opening 
May 2. Without the many hours or service by 
these dedicated ~ople, our fll"St season of 
operation would nothave been so successful. 

As a private, nonprofit organization, the 
Alaska SlaLife Center relies heavily on vol
unteers to help carry out its mission of 
research, rehabilitation and pu~lic education. 
Since opening. a total of 142 volunteers have 
devoted more than 10,000 hours toward this 
effort. This is quite impressive for a new 

, facility in a town pf 3,000. 
The majority of volunteers are residents 

of Seward and Moose Pass, although ~ sig
nificant number have come from Kenai, 
Soldocna, Sterling, the greater Anchorage 
area including Eagle River and Girdwood 
and the Mat-Su Valley. In addition, 12 interns 
from various regions throughout the United 
States traveled to Seward to volunteer at che 
center. 

Allhough the peak tourist season has 
ended and the center is on its winter schedule 
of 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily, there is still a need 
for· volunteers, especially on weekends. 
Anyone interested in becoming a SeaLife 
Center volunteer should call Jim Fredrickson 
it 224-6343 ext 343. Volunteering is a great 
way to become involved in the center's 
research and education activities this winter. 

Hats off to the SeaLife Center volunteers 
~we couldn't have done it without you! 

l(jmbal Sundberg 
Executive director 

Alaska Seal.ife Ccn'ter 
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Ecosystem changes affect some seabird populations 
Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearly 11 million gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

The Exxon Valdez oil spill struck in late March 
1989, as harlequin ducks were still wintering in 
Prince William Sound and just as seabirds and water
fowl began migrating through the area. An estimated 
250,000 birds were killed by the floating oil. 

Nine years later, people are just starting to talk 
about seeing more seabirds in Prince William Sound. 
The reason for the slow recovery of i:heir numbers is 
still under investigation. While some scientists search 
for an explanation in the ecosystem, others look for 
contamination. But their conclusions ultimately hinge 
on baseline data gathered long before the oil spill. 

For most species in Prince William Sound, there is 
little information on their populations before 1989. 
For seabirds, though, the story is a little different. 

Counts of the birds go back to 1972, when the late 
Pete Isleib, a fisher and ornithologist, traversed the 
sound, counting and marking the distribution of every 
species. In 1984, David Irons of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, made another count. 
· Between those years, dramatic changes took place. 

Populations of fish-eating seabirds such as mer-

gansers, pigeon 
guillemots, common 
murres and cor
morants appare"ntly 
all declined by as 
much as half. 
Scientists found that llllbll!aaa~~~»Emn.-.,u~~R 
the birds' diets had 
changed to different, 
less fatty fish. The change in the birds' prey corre
sponded with a lat~ 1970s shift in the dominant 
species of fish in the Gulf of Alaska. 

Irons is one of many scientists who think changes 
in the Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea decreased the 
abundance of several fish species, which 'affected the 
birds' food supply and spurred the decline in several 
seabird populations -long before the oil spill. 

"(The shift) may have affected the forage fish 
available for the fish-eating birds, because the fish
eating birds have declined, not the inverte~rate-eating 
birds," Irons said. 

For the first three years after the oil spill, counts of . 
the birds were done every year. There have been win
ter and summer counts in several years since 1993. 

Ecosystem changes aside, researchers continue to 
see differences in seabird populations between the 
oiled and non-oiled areas of Prince William Sound. 

"The populations in the oiled area continue to be 
lower than before the oil spill," Irons said. "Some 
species are showing no signs of recovery and, in fact, 
the differences between populations in the oiled and 
unoiled areas are becoming greater." 

Both invertebrate-eating and fish-eating species 
are fewer in number and their populations grow more 
slowly in the oiled part of the sound. For example, 
populations of Barrow's Goldeneye are increasing, 
but less rapidly in the oiled areas than the unoiled 
areas. And harlequin ducks, which feed on snails, 
limpets and other invertebrates such as mussels, have 
a much higher winter mortality ra,te in the oiled area 
than the unoiled area. In fact, researchers believe the 
winter mortality rate for harlequins in the oiled areas 
of the sound is too high for the ducks to maintain 
their populations in those areas. 

Data on exposure of seabirds jn the sound to crude 
oil or PCBs may provide some answers. Since 1996, 
scientists tested harlequin ducks, Barrow's Golden
eye, and pigeon guillemots for elevated levels of a 
liver enzyme called cytochrome p450, which lasts in 
their blood up to two weeks following exposure to 
PCBs or to crude oil. 

"They've looked at birds in unoiled and oiled 
areas and they've found that birds in the oiled areas 
have higher levels of P450 than in the unoiled area," 
Irons said. 

Irons was surprised to see these results so long 
after the spill. It's too early to draw conclusions, but 
Irons said he is concerned that seven to eight years 
after the spill, birds may still be encountering oil. If 
they are encountering oil in significant concentra
tions, it may affect their survival rates, he said. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 
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Sea otters not returning 
to northern Knight Island 
By Jody Seitz 

For The Times 

On a calm cloudy day in early 
August, nine' years after the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, I caught a ride with 
local Cordova pilot Pat Kearney" out 
to the RN Kittiwake, anchored just 
off the nortJ:!ef!1.e.n9of Knight Island. 
Rtlsc:lar~hers.Jim BOdkin and Brenda 
Ballachey of the U.S. Geoiogical 
Survey were winding up their final 
field work for the Nearshore 
Vertebrate Predator project. 

The NVP project seeks to find out 
why some animals which live in the 
nearshore environment, where most 
of the crude oil was stranded in 1989, 
are not recovering. Is it a lack of food 
or is oil pollution continuing to cause 
problems for sea otters in the spill 
area? 

Ballachey and Bodkin were there 
to capture and release 25 sea otters 
from northern Knight Island. To 
assess the health of the animals, 
researchers measure, weigh and take 
blood samples. They compare the 
results .of animals from oiled areas 
with those from unoiled areas to help 
build a picture of recovery. 

Sea otters tested last year had ele
vated levels of cytochrome P450-l A, 
a sign of recent exposure (within two 
weeks)' to crude oil ·or to organo- · 
chlorines such as PCB 's. "We're 
finding that animals in this area 
around northern Knight Island have 
higher levels of this enzyme than ani
mals in a non-oiled reference area 
down around Montague," Ballachey 
said. 

lbis year, Ballachey and Bodkin 
tested specifically for evidence of 
PCB exposure. · · ' 

No one has yet posed a plausible 
explanation of why animals in the 
oiled western Sound might show 
higher levels of PCB exposure than 
animals elsewhere in PWS. In rec- · 
ommendations to the Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill Trustee Council, however, 
scientific peer reviewers have repeat-" 
edly emphasized the importance of 
settling the question. 

Kearney arrived back at the 
Kittiwake and we loaded up a Boston 
Whaler with the dive gear and head~ 
ed to Herring Bay, where he had 
spied a sleeping otter. lbis area was 

Coastal currents 
one of the hardest hit by the spill. In 
1989, workers took out a total of 33 
dead sea otters. The most otters 
Bodkin has counted here in the last 
four years is 17; the average is 7. 

Sea otters are masters of elusion. 
. . To capture them, divers sneak up ori 

theni while they're sleeping. The 
divers are propelled through the 
water (James Bond-like) holding a 
motorized basket-shaped trap with 
an open top, called a Wilson trap. 
They surprise the sleeping sea otters 
from below as the trap engulfs them. 

As the dive crew left in a Zodiac, 
Brenda and I settled in for a lon·g 
wait. It was flat calm and quiet. We 
could hear the trickle of water gently 
lapping against fucus, an eagle's 
occasional cry and the slight spla5h 
of smatl fish flipping o.n the water. 
We must have sounded like an inva
sion. Through all our whispers and 
efforts to move quietly, there was still 
the occasional clunk and radio call. 

The first otter must have heard us 
coming and successfully evaded the. 
dive team. However, about an hour 
later a loud shout echoed off the 
mountainsides. They'd found and 
captured a large male otter. 

The entire sampling effort took 
about half an hour with the sea otter 
anesthetized and sleeping. The otter 
awakened within 30 seconds after 
being given an antidote for the anes
thesia and was inunediately dropped 
back in the water. Seven pairs of eyes 
watched until he broke the surface, 
periscoped and laid back, otter fash

. ion, as though nothing had happened. 
Bodkin's first-hand impression of 

the otter populations in the south
western sound is that they're increas
ing, but he has no explanation for why 
they've not returned .to northern 
Knight Island. . 

Food doesn't appear to® a~prob-
. lem. Scientists with the NVP project 
5ay there are plenty of clams and rjtus
sels to support a larger population in 
Herring Bay. The long-tenn eH:ect of 
chronic pollution on the animals and 
their population remains ·unknoWn. 
· Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Cu.rrents.rgdio program. 

.\~· ~ ·:~~ 
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$15.6 rnillion Kodiak Fisheries Research Center 

meets timetable for completion 
/3\- till' ./rJIImal Stoff" 

McCarthy con
struction is near
ing completion of 
the $1.1.6 million 

1\od iak Fi,;hetics Research Cen
ter on l\cxiiak Island, within bud
get and on schedule. Construc
tion began in March 1997 and 
,,·ill be complete this month. 

Arctic II'Cather conditions 
and the project's remote loca
tion required precise schedul
ing to ensure materials and 
equipment arrived on time, 
according to Chris Lynch, direc
tor of engineering and facilities 
f(H· the Kodiak Island Borough, 
()1\'ner or the project. 

Roof, exterior walls and the 
concrete ,;ea wa tc•r tower were 
designed and constructed to 
withstand two inches of rainfall 
per hour and wind velocities of 
13:-i miles per hour. McCarthy 
also used high-strength con
crete in all of the walls and 
reinforced the stud-framing in 
exterior walls. The facility's 
exterior and roof arc a metal 
panel system. 

The contractor's toughest chal
lenge was mnstructing the facili
ty's pump house, to pump 500 
gallons of seawater per minute 
into the facility's reservoirs. 

"The pump house site was 
confined by an archaeological 
dig on one side, the ocean on 
another and a steep hillside 
where we preserved trees of sig
nificant size in order to prevent 

... ·> ... ·. 9~ ~~~-~~~~~~~~~-lttfiil~f;j 
disturbing the natural setting," 
said 1\lcCarthy project manager 
Derek Jane. A 40-foot-deep shaft 
was excavated through rock 10 
feet away from the ocean to con
struct the pump house. 

"Th do this, we created a cof
fer dam to block out incoming 
water and utilized a hydraulic 
ham mer so that we could chip 
away at the rock," he said. 

The facility comprises a 
51,000-square-foot laboratory 
and office building; a 60,000-
gallon, ·cast-in-place water 
tower; a pump house; a 6,000-
square-foot housing facility for 
visiting scientists; and an inter
pretive center with a touch 
tank and fiber optic displays. 

The lab's primary purpose 
will be to house experiments 
being conducted on crustaceans 

and other sea creatures; to 
study their habits; and to deter
mine what impact changes in 
the environment are making. 

The borough has leased the 
center to the National Marine 
Fisheries, the Alaska Depart
ment of Fish and Game, the 
University of Alaska and the 
National Park Service. 

ECI Hyer of Anchorage was 
the project architect. 

. · Kudos . · . 

The Alaska SeaLife Center has 
become a Coastal America Ecosys
tem Leaning Center. The designa
tion makes the SeaUfe Center one 
of only nine such facilities in the 
country and highlights the center's 
educational achievements and sup
port of the marine environment. 
Coastal America is a partnership of 
federal agencies working to protect 
coastal resources in America. 
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By Jody Seitz 
Alaska Coastal Currents 

There may not be many of 
them, but harbor seals in 
Prince William Sound are 
looking fat and healthy, 
according to Alaska Depart
ment of Fish and Game 
Biologist Kathy Frost. One 
theory about the seal decline is 
that there isn't enough food of 
the .right species and age for 
the pups to survive the most 
difficult year of life - the first 
year. ·However, right now 
year-old seals are about twice 
as fat as yearlings in Canada 
or the west coast of the 
United States. 

"Prince William Sound 
right now has some of the 
biggest, fattest healthiest seal 
pups in the entire world. 

AIIUIIIalllll__, ....... .e.r ........ 

We've had biologists coming 
out with us the last two years 
who work on harbor seals in 
eastern Canada, Oregon, and 
California, and they are 
astounded at how big and fat 
Prince · William Sound seals 
are," Frost said. 

Frost travels to Prince 
William Sound twice a year to 
collect data and count harbor 
seals. In June they catch seal 
pups to put satellite transmit
ters on them, and do a variety 
of measurements. Research
ers had been focused on 
adults, but when several years 
of work showed no apparent 

reason for the population 
decline, they began to concen
trate on pups. Between this 
year and last year they've 
tagged a total of 20 pups. 
They'll also tag pups next 
year. The transmitters fall off 
once the seals molt. 

In August the seals shed 
their coats and spend hours 
hauled out on rocks, soaking 
up whatever sunshine there is, 
and growing their new pelts. 
This makes it easier to count 
them. Survey flights go from 
Cordova across the southern 
end of the sound, up through 
the islands in the middle, 
across the northern sound, and 
back to Cordova, about a 
three-hour circle. On August 
25, she counted 799. "I tried 
awful hard for 800th seal, but 
I didn't see it," said Frost. 

Telling the difference in 
seal numbers from east to west 
is difficult, said Frost, but in 
general, the eastern side of the 
sound, including the Port 
Gravina area, has fewer seals 
than the southern sound. 
"Some parts of the sound just 
seem to have more seals. The 
southern part of the sound is 
big seal country. There are a 
lot of the things seals like to 
eat, such as herring and 
capelin, in that area. And the 
biggest rocky haulouts are 
around Channel Island, Port 
Chalmers, · and Stockdale 
Harbor. Port Gravina has 
some pretty big haulouts, but 
in total, fewer seals than the 
southern sound," said Frost. 

The satellite tags have 
shown that most of the pups 
born in Prince William Sound 
stay there the first year of their 
life. Some go into the Gulf of 
Alaska to feed. The fact that 
the pups are big and fat when 

they are weaned shows that 
the mother was also in good 
health. 

The technique to measure 
the seals' body fat was devel
oped only recently. There is 
no information about harbor 
seal pup condition early in 
the decline, or the years 
immediately after the oil spill. 
Eventually Frost hopes to use 
the information from satellite 
tags to better understand feed· 
ing behavior and seal move
ments and compare their 
activities here with those in 
southeast Alaska, where their 
populations are thriving. 

Jody Seitz lives in 
Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio 
program. The series is spon
sored by the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council to pro .. 
vide information about rest· 
oration activities within the 
spill region. 
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Key Interior department 
.assist~nt calls it_q_ults 
1liE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ANCHORAGE - Deborah Wil
liams·; -the Interior . Department's 
high-profile special assistant for 
Ali(ska iss~es, is calling it quits af
ter five years. 

Williams didn't cite a reason 
for.her resignation. But her tim!ng 
suggests a connection to Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt's an
nouncement earlier this week that 
a··moratorium has been extended 
on a ·federa.l takeover of· subsis
tence fisheries management in 
'Alaska. ·_ 
·-·y ~'•For·.,many reasons, the time 
has _come for me "to resign and let 
sbi:rieone else have the privilege of 
i?eing special assistant for Alas
Jca,'' ·Williams said in her Oct. 6 

· letter.· of· ·'resignation, released 
THursday. : ·· 
· :Babbitt; . in a prepared state-. 

. ment, -said he· regretted Williams' 
'i:leparture: :- · ' -

-: : "DebOrah has worked tirelessly 
to fight for· the protection of Alas
ka's natural resources and wildlife 
ana on behalf of Alaska Natives· 
arid all Americans who enjoy or 

. depend upon Alaska's federal 
lands," Babbitt said. 

Williams is the former head of 
the environmental Ia w firm Trus
tees for Alaska. She was often at 
odds with the Alaska congression
al delegation over land-use and de
velopment issues. 

The most recent confrontation 
with the delegation came last sum-

. mer because of her adamant oppo
sition to a road through wilderness 
portions of the Izembek National 
Wildlife Refuge on the Alaska Pen-
insula. · 

U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens, an Alas
ka Republican, in!;erted a provi
sion into a spending bill that would 
have eliminated three special as-

sistant positions. About tne· .same 
time,_ Stevens was making public 
statements in Alaska about his dif
ficult working relation~hip with 
Williams. 

In her letter to Babbitt, Wil
liams insisted no one from "out- · 
side the department" threatened 
or intimidated her into resigning. 

The timing of her resignation 
suggests Williams was disturbed 
she had not been kept fully in
formed by Babbitt .about his nego
tiations with Stevens to extend the 
subsistence moratorium. : 

At a press conference. Oct. 1, 
Babbitt told reporters he had been 
working with Stevens on such an 
extension an& was hopeful of 
reaching an agreement_; . 

The. folio · day, Williams 
complained accounts of the 
press conference inaccurately re
ported discussions were underway 
on another · moratorium. . She 
claimed the only thing discussed 
between Babbitt and Stevens was 
implementation of a federal .take
over. 

When the moratorium rmally 
became public, Williams refused 
to talk about it with reporters, 
even though she usually serves as 
the- secretary's main voice on 
Alaska matters. 

Williams' resignation was 
dated on the day she learned Bab
bitt had been talking about the 
moratorium extension and didn't 
tell her . 

Asked by the Anchorage Daily 
News whether any of the events 
leading to the moratorium led to 
her decision, Williams replied: 
"My statement speaks for itself." 

Williams said she will stay on 
the job while Babbitt finds some
one to replace her - a process 
that could take four to six weeks. 

' 
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Wha,es prey 
·. on Aleutian · 
sea otters 
By PAUL RECER 
AP Science. Writer .. 

WASHINGTON (AP) -
Killer whales that normally hunt 
seals and sea lions are now feed
ing on sea otters and creating an 
ecological crisis along the- entire 
Aleutian island chain of western 
Alaska. · 

Researchers say that the sud
den loss of thousands of sea ot
ters is allowing ·a boom in the 

. population of sea urchins and 
these animals, in turn, are strip
ping the undersea kelp forest, 
laying bare vast areas that once 
were lush with the marine plant. 

The whole coastal ecosystem 
in western Alaska Is now af
fected, says James Estes, a rna: 
rine ~ologist with the U.S. Geo
logical Survey and the Univer
sity or Calirornia, Santa Cruz. 

Estes said the. research dem
onstrates how disrupting just one 
link in a food chain can threaten 
an entire ecological system. 

"A wide array of species will 
be affected," he said. "Coastal 
fish, mussels, marine birds and 
other predators in 'the system 
could all be impacted." 

Estes is co-author of a study 
appearing Friday in the journal 
Science. 

'~The otters are down about 90 
percent in theareas.thatwe stud-. 
ied, while the sea:.tirchins have .. 
increased by about tenfold," said .. 
EsteS. . . . 

Undersea·.~.~f..kelp, :a. sea 
plant that towe.i-'from,the'ocean. 
floor aiidCcan:growf,'in ·denscV 

•.• •" ·' .. f ..... . •. . . ••. 
~ves, ~bas ·bein"i:ciiuced by 90 
pereent in someareas. This, said 
Estes;. could .. have. a serious ef~ 
feet on fiSh and:oiner-aiiimals. . 

"The ··k~lp beds serve as a 
'nursery. for·smaiLfisl!tahd other· 
animids, .. · Said. Estest::~'A lot of : 
species dejlend'on·it.ie'\dp beds 
for·tbeir survival::" f~~:.!·~. ~:~ :_, · 
No~ally •. there ii?a:;(leJicate 

.balance of: Jire··;in':? ' estern·· 
Alaskan . waters>w"l _ .s~~i"'i6ns . 
and·seals·feeding on fish and the 
ldller(whales preying on the sea 

. lio~s ·and seals. Independent of . 
thin, sea urchins graze an· the 

· kelp'beds .. while sea ot.ters feed 
on Ule urchins. This ·keeps the · 
urehin population .in. check· and 
aliows;_ the kelp beds to J.hrive, 
providing.a home to hundreds of 

· speci~?.~.:~.:: .. ·.: · · .. ... .. -·· ... 
J3tif-EStes said that :starting in·· 

the :·late 1980s, the sea lion and 
seal population crashed and is 
now about a I Oth of normaL. ... 

Deprived of their normal ,food, 
killer whales turned to the :sea · 
otter. . . ··<. :· -.. 
: The otter is much smaller:thari ·. 

\.the -sea~·lions and seals so/the 
.killer£whales--must eat';more· to .. 
iet the same ~ourishment''' . . ' 

Estes::. said~he ·and· his col
\eagues 'est~rriat~: that' a single 
killer whale~ will have to eat 
1,825 otter8:a year to get its re
quired nourishment. At that rate, 
said Estes, i~ .. would takeJust rour 
killer whale8'feeding only on sea 
otters to cause a crash of the sea 
otter population throughout most 

· of the Aleutian Island chain. 
The researchers said. the killer 

whale predation is the only ex
planation for the sudden drop in 
sea otter population. 

Ir the otters were being affected 
by disease, said Estes;· there 
would be many. bodies. washed 
ashore;.,This has riot happened. 

Also; he said· that sea otter 
populations proteeted from killer 
whales continue to thrive. 
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Research on the toxicity of weathered 
oil considered in the permitting process 

Very small amounts of oil, 
as low as four parts per bil
l ion, are all that is needed to 
damage herring and salmon 
larvae. 

That finding, hy scientists at 
the National Marine Fisheries 
Service Auke Bay Lah, may ex
plain why more pink salmon 
eggs died in oiled than unoiled 
streams of Prince William 
Sound as latt.: as 1993, four 
years after the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. 

Until these studies, most re
search on the crrccts of crude 
oil focused on the light aro
matic fraction, which dissipates 
rapidly after a spill. Unfortu
nately, the heavier multi-ringed 
compounds arc a,ctually more 
toxic unit-per-unit. 

The level of the state water 
quality standard, 10 parts per 
billion, also causes effects and 
is too low to sec or taste, ac
cording to Dr. Stanley Rice, 
of NMFS Auke Bay Lah. It 
doesn't cause immediate mor
tality, hut causes effects later 
in life. The adults come hack 
smaller and they are fewer in 
number. 

The PAHs (polynuclear aro
matic hydrocarbons) arc at
tracted to the yolk of the fish 
eggs. 

"The I salmon I eggs arc large. 
as fish eggs go and they'n.: in 
the gravel a long time," said 
Rice. 

"The significance of the 
yolk is that it's lipid rich and 
so when a tiny particle of oil 
comes along and bumps into 
the egg, it's absorbed and it's 
trapped. It sequesters it· and 
eventually the dose builds up 
within the eggs and you get 
these long-term effects," said 
Rice. 

These findings have sent a 
red nag to biologists who re
view permits for development 
projects. They are more con
cerned about everything from 
parking lots to piers, accord
ing Linda Shaw, of the Na
tional Marine Fisheries Ser
vice. She reviews develop
ment proposals as part of the 
Army Corps of Engineers' per
mitting process. 

.She was surprised by the 
very low levels which could af
f'ecl herring and salmon. But, 
she says. now that they know, 
thcy'n; responsible for bring
ing this up to those proposing 
development projects which 
could potentially impact fish
cries. 

"Knowing that these very 
low levels could he detririu~n
tal tells us that we have to he 
more mindful of how we de
sign these structures and think 
of ways to try to minimize the 
detrimental impacts that the oil 
could be having on streams the 
oil could he draining into," said 
Shaw. 

Shaw recently reviewed a 
prorosal to build a pier in an 
area where herring spawn. 
The coJH.:ern was over leakage 
of oi I. 

"Our concern was that the 
vessel activity associated with 
that pier could introduce fuel 
spills, and granted they would 
he at very low levels, but 
what this research has shown 
is that it only takes very low 
levels to have a negative im
pact on herring larvae. " 

Diesel oil, crankcase oil, re
fined oil and bunker oil can all 
cause the same type of prob
lems hecause they contain the 
same type of toxic compounds 
found in crude oil, according 
to Jcf'f Short of NMFS Aukc 
Bay Lab. These spills happen 
all the time. 

Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By Jody Seitz 

· This concern goes beyond 
new development proj~.:cts. Ev
eryone contributes to the prob
lem, Shaw said. 

"It'~ very prevalent on Ju
neau parking lots to sec oil 
slicks and see them going in 
the drain. That's from every
one of us driving our cars and 
not maintaining our cars, and 
so everyone of us is contrihut
ing to the problem." 

Jodv Seitz lives in Cordova 
and a·lso produces the Alaska 
Coastal Currents radio pro
gram. The series is sponsored 
In the Exxon Valdez Oil Spilt 
Trustee Council to pn!l'ide in- • 
formation about restoration 
activities ll'ithin rhe spill re
gion. 
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COllECTING SAMPlES, animals that ingest it.· 
MAKING MEASUREMENTS With the discovery 

Youth Area Watch is an extracurtiC:t;hir':·;fctivity; ho\v~;:;, r. ·of the pristane molecule 
ever, man~, teachers involved with YAW incorporate and its unique characteris-
information gained from the projects and activities into tics,scientistsstumbledon 
their classrooms. This allows a large number of students a very easy way to study 
to benefit from the program. Often, Youth Area Watch copepod populations. As 
projects correspond with science projects and curricula the population of cope-
already being used in the classroom. pods increases or decrea-

A good example of information that can be used in ses, so does the amount of 
the classroom is meteorologic and oceanographic data. pristane in the water col-
For the past three years, students have been collecting umn. Mussels, by virtue of 
oceanographic and meteorologic data in their commu- the fact that they obtain 
nities in cooperation with scientists conducting projects their food by filtering the 
in the area. The students are all from coastal communi- water around them, main-
ties, and they collect weekly or biweekly ocean water tain a constant record of 
samples from the surface and at 5- and 1 0-meter depths. the .amount of pristane in 
Students measure the temperature and salinity of the the water column. There-
water and track variations in the measurements over fore, scientists can track 
'time. They also track weather data, including daily the increases and de-

wind direction and . speed; barometric creases in the populations 
pressure, and precipitation. ofcopepods by sampling mussels from around the Sound. 

Using skills learned in oceanography or other sci- Students' role in the project is to assist sCientists by 
ence classes, students create charts and graphs to inter- collecting mussels twice a month during the spring·and 
pret the data. They also compare their data with data summer months. 
from students in other schools in the program and look In addition to collecting mussels, once a year 
for changes in ocean and weather patterns across Prince students travel to Auke Bay Laboratories in Jupeau 
William Sound. The data collected.also goes to scientists where the mussels are analyzed. This trip benefits 

.1·".' . who are studying different aspects ofthe local ecosystem· students in many ways. The field trip begins with an 
and need this information from around 'the Sound. The· overview of· the ecosystem in Prince William Sound 
students are able to help scientists; and tJ}ey are also, abl~, given by the project's principal investigator and a de-

" ·t l:lc • I ·~ 

to analyze the data that they have collected and compare scription of how the pristane project can monitor the 
their analyses with the conclusions of professionals. In Sound's health; these discussions supplement and 
this way, Youth Area Watch enhances the common strengthen students' understanding of eco~ystems. Stu-
school practice of collecting weather data by making a dents also see that there are people whose life work 
connection to current scientifrc research. involves studying and protecting the ecosystem. The 

MUSSEUNG UP 
Another YAW student project is the blue mussel/pristane 
analysis. Students saiuple blue mussels, the predominant 

·intertidal mussel species in Prince William Sound. This 
project is unique because the species that students sample 
is not the species that the scientists·study. Scientists are 
actually studying the number of cope pods (the most vital 
link in the local food web) within Prince William Sound. 

Copepods are tiny zooplankton that make up an 
important component of the diets of herring, juvenile 
salmon, and a variety of other species. As a result of the 
oil spill, it was discovered that copepods in Prince 
William Sound were producing a hydrocarbon called 
pristane. Scientists think that cope pods use pristane to 
maint;tin proper buoyancy. Pristane is inert and main
tains its structure as it passes through the food web, 
which means that it is found in the fat deposits of any 
animal (including humans) that hus eaten an animal 
that has eaten a copepod. Decause pristane is not 
metabolized, it seems to have little or n<) effect on the 

34 THE SCIENC 

trip to Auke Bay exposes students to a number of 
different career opportunities in science~many stu
dents are surprised at the number and diversity of 
scientists who workat the laboratorr. Finally, students 
gain valuable experience working in a professional lab 
setting, which drives home the lessons of lab technique 
and safety taught in school. 

COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
YAW also is connected to the classroom through research 
and restoration projects. Students in each participating 
community are required to determine an area of need in 
their community and to design and implement a research/ 
restoration project that addresses that need. The project . 
must include ways to involve other members of their i 
school and community. Recent projects included a pond · 
health evaluation and restoration, a harbor clean-up, and 
a local bird habitat study. 

For the bird habitat project, students from the 
town of Whittier chose to study a kittiwake rookeD' 
located across a nearby bay. Cruise boats bring tourists 

TEACHER 



., 
g into the bay during the summer and often get very close· 
~ to the birds. Students and community members have 
~ expressed concern that these intrusions may be detri-,. 
~ mental to the birds. In hopes of documenting any 
~ population decline, students have decided to do a 
"' E yearly population survey when the birds return to the 
8 rookery in the spring. With the help of a United States 
~ Fish and Wildlife Service biologist, students completed 
0 

;;: their first survey during the spring of 1998. In the 
classroom, students learn about the scientific process 
and its importance, but a project like this one allows 
them to apply their knowledge and learn the skills 
involved in conducting research, including accurate 
data collection techniques, coordination of efforts, and 
communication of results or problems. 

To design a restoration project that will help their 
community, students must gather data about what their 
community needs, which fosters positive discussions 
and communication between the young people and the 
adults in the community and also helps adults to see how 
science can be a positive and useful tool in managing 
resources. In Alaskan villages and towns, where many 
people lead a subsistence lifestyle, this is especially 
important. Because of these projects, students and adults 
alike are learning how they can mesh scientific knowl
edge and tools with traditional ways of life to manage 
their resources and sustain their culture. Students in 
Whittier, for example, encourage community involve
ment in the bird habitat study by publishing their findings 
in the school newspaper, which is distributed through
out the community. They are also in the process of 
constructing an interactive display about the project to 
be exhibited in the community center. 

Often, high school science consists of performing 
teacher-controlled experiments that yield specific re
sults that teach a certain lesson. YAW projects, by con~ 

trast, allow students to employ science in an authentic 
setting by collecting and analyzing "real" data. No one 
(not even the teacher) knows what conclusions the data 
will yield. Through this process students gain valuable 
skills and experiences in designing investigations, sys
tematically and accurately collecting data, charting and 
interpreting data, and preparing and presenting oral and 
written reports. 

Although Youth Area Watch is extracurricular and 
grant-funded, many aspects of this program could be 
incorporated into any science classroom. We encourage 
teachers to contact scientists doing local studies to dis
cuss ways in which students can be involved in research. 
Government agencies such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service or state fish and game departments are good 
places to locate scientists who are working in a specific 
region of the country. 

Many science teachers encourage scientists to 
come into the classroom and talk with students about 
their projects. This is a great start, but this interaction 
with scientists can be taken much farther. Getting 
students involved in the actual data collection and, if 
possible, data analysis allows them to experience sci
ence on a practical level. Most of the scientists ap
proached to be a part ofYA W were intrigued by the idea 
of working with young people and were happy to train 
and teach students in excnange for the work students 
would do as volunteers. Just as teachers want to con
nect their work to the community, researchers often 
look for a way to make their work more meaningful to 
the community and public, and a partnership benefits 
everyone. 

Being encouraged to interact meaningfully with 
and "do" science rather than just learn science is an 
important part of students' scientific education. By being 

· allowed to work with scientists and use science to better 
their community, students begin to appreciate science as 
a useful part of their lives rather than just a series of 
classes they take in high school. ~ot only ~ill they learn 
about various science concepts but they will also learn 
how to communicate with other members of their vil
lages or towns and how to be responsible managers of 
natural resources. 

For more information about Youth Area Watch. 
please visit our web page at: http.//www.micronet.net/ 
users/-yaw. ¢-

jennifer Childress and joshua Hall are both itinerant 
teachers in the Chugach School District, 9312 Van
guard Drive, Suite 100, Anchorage, AK 99507. 
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Toxicity of weathered oil· considered in permitting process 
Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearly 11 million gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-tenn effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill regioh. 

By JODY SEITZ 

Very small amounts of oil, as low aS four.parts per 
billion, are all that's needed to damage herring and 
salmon larvae. That finding, by scientists at the 
National Marine Fisheries Service Auke Bay Lab, 
may explain why more pink salmon eggs died in 
oiled-than unoiled streams of Prince· William. Sound 
as late as 1993, four years after the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. · · 

Until these studies, most research on the effects of 
crude oil focused on the .light aromatic fraction, 
which dissipates rapidly after a spill. Unfortunately, 
the heavier . multi-ringed compounds are actually 
more toxic uniH>er-unit. The level of the state water 
quality standard, 10 parts per billion, also causes 
effects and is too low to see or taste, according to Dr. 
Stanley Rice, of the NMFS lab. It doesn•t cause 
immediate mortality, but it does cause effects later in 
life. The adults come back smaller and they are fewer 

in number. 
The PAHs (poly

nuclear aromatic 
hydrocarbons) are 
attracted to the yolk 
of the fish eggs. 

"The (salmon) ......__._,..,.. .. a.~~~~~~~~n~•.,. 
eggs ate large, as fi~h 
eggs go and they're 
in the gravel a long time," said Rice. "The signifi
cance of the yolk is that it's lipid rich and so when a 
tiny particle of oil comes along and bumps· into the 
egg, jt's absorbed and it's trapped. It sequesters it and 
eventually the dose·builds up within the eggs and you 
get these long-teniieffects," said Rice. 

These findings have sent a red flag to biologists 
who review permits for development projects. They 
are more concerned abQut everything from parking 
lots to piers, according Linda. Shaw of the National 
Marine Fisheries Service. She ·reviews development 
proposals as part of the Army Corps of Engineers' 
permitting process. 

She was surprised by the very low levels which 
could affect herring and salmon. But, she says, now 
that they know, they're respOnsible for bringing this 
up to those proposing development projects which 
could potentially impact fisheries. 

"Knowing that these very low levels could be 

detrimental tells us that we have to be more mindful 
of how we design these structures and think of ways 
to try to minimize the detrimental impacts that the oil 

. could be having on streams the oil could be draining 
into," said Shaw. 

Shaw recently reviewed a proposal ~o build a pier 
in an area where herring spawn. The concern was 
over leakage of oiL "Our concern was that tbe. vessel 
activity associated with that pier could intr~uce fuel 
spills, and granted they would be at very low levels, 
but what this research has shown is that it only tak;es · 
very low levels to have a negative impact on herriJ!g 
larvae." · 

Diesel oil, crankcase oil, refined oil and bl.Inker oil 
can all cause the same type of problems because they 
contain the same type of toxic compoundS-found in 
crude oil, according· to Jeff Short of the NMFS Auke 
Bay Lab. These spills happen all the time. 'This con
cern goes beyond new development projects. 
Everyone contributes to the problem. Shaw said. 

"It's very prevalent on Juneau parking lots to see 
oil slicks and see them going in the drain. That's 
from everyone of ·us driving our cars and not main
taining our cars, and so everyone of us is contributing 
to the problem." 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 



Orcas cited 
in sea otter . . 

decimation 
By NATALIE PHILLIPS 
Daily N~ws reporter 

The number of sea otters in the central Aleut
ian Islands has declined as much as 90 per~nt 
in some area's in eight years, and a group of sci
entists studying their disapp~ance h(ls fin
gered the killer :whale as the culprit. 

Their theory is that in 1990, killer whales 
.turned to eating .the .scrawny, .undesirable 

_ sea-otter because the. fat, lumbering Steller 
sea lions and harbor seals in the area have 
nearly van-ished. Nowhere else in the state 
have killer whales b~en documented eating 
sea otters. 

The ecological chain reaction has been 
startling. 

. - . A team of bi6log1$tsat-the University 
of California at Santa· Cruz re:irealed the 
findings from theft·_eight yea~s of work 
in an article thaf-~ppears today in the 
journal Science .. :·:_:'-.:;.,: ·.<' ·. · · · _·· 

The team· .founddhat;·,the __ disappear~ -
ance of sea otters lias _sp-arked ·an: expl(t~. 
sian in the .\vhich·, 
is usually · . · · · · 
The lack· · 
to the sea 

The· _: ~:~:~~~~~f~i~1PJ~Jm~ 
grown 
size has 
of an inc}l.- · diameter.· 
cording:·~o. Tim :Tin . 

· -study's- authors and a 
at the university. 

The. sea urchins haVe 
undersea. kelp forests, which 
impor~t-«.'habitat for hundreds · · · 

-~cies ofi~:inall .(ish and other animals : 
-1g the:c:Oast. The urchins are grazing· 

·-,.,$.:kelp a:s:ra:st as it grows, Tinker said. · 

The kelp-beds have been.replaced by 
what looks ·like "virtually a solid carpet · 
of sea urchiris,'' he said. · 

Scientists familiar with the Aleutian 
ecosystem agre_e it's too early to say 
precisely what will be the long-term ef
fects of th~ sea otter decline or whether 
it. can be tied directly to the demise of 
the Steller sea lion. . 

· The disappearance of the Steller sea 
lions, which were listed as .an endan
gered species in 1997, has long been a 
mystery. Some researchers _believe the 
population crashed because fishing in 
the Bering Sea diminished their food 
source. Other theories include predation 
by killer whales, a warming of the 
ocean, and extensive commercial whal-

. ing at the turn of the century, which 
some scientists think may have upset 
the balance in the Bering Sea. 

Scientists studying the sea otter de
cline say more work needs to be done, 
including figuring out how many killer 
whales ply the area and defining the ge
ographic boundaries of the decline. 

-So far, data shows that the sea otter 
and kelp beds are in bad shape and that 
the. sea urchins are flourishing. But Jim 
Bodkin, a biologist with the U.S. Geolog-

- .ical Survey's biology division in Anchor; 
age, said ·more work needs to be done to 
confirm that killer whales are indeed 
the only.culprit. Scientists need to link 
the killer whale's interest in sea otters to 

· the disappearance of sea lions and har
bor seals, he said. 

Craig Matkin, a killer whale biologist 
based in !farner, said he was a skeptic 

"But I've seen the data and the num
ber of kills they actually observed. It's 
pretty impressive," he said'. The team of 
scientists saw the whales kill otters 
about a dozen times. Statistically,- that. 
suggest they are killing sea otters fre
quently, he said. "To see that many 
(kills), it's pretty impressive." 

Killer whales would have to be pretty 
hungry to turn to sea otters for suste-
nance, Matkin said . 
. "It's like eating rats instead of cows," 

he said. "They must taste terrible. They 
have ·these ;teiidae glands. They 
-don't have 1 fat: They're part of·the 
weasel faniuy. -u's cra.Zy.!' .:! •. 
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The average 70-pound sea 9tter has 
little fat. They keep warm and ouoyant 
~~th. ~ S_P,e~ial_.~.PP.!. pf fur~ Contrast that 
w1th the average· l,OOO-pound sea: lion 
and 250-pound harbor seal, which are 
mostly-fat. · 
. .Killer whales, or orcas, grow up to 26 

·feet long and weigh as much as 8,000 
pounds. Metabolic rate studies· suggest a 
killer· whale that depended solely on a 
diet of sea otter would have to eat five a
day. If a killer whale ~te only harbor 

_ seals, it would have to eat one every five 
days. And if it ate only Steller sea lions, 
it would need one only every 16 days. 

That means as few as four killer 
whales eating oniy sea otters could thin 
the ranks by the estimated 40,000 to· 
45,000 that scientists believe qave disap
peared in the __ Aleutians in the past eight 
years. 

'rhe team of California scientists was 
led by Jim Estes with the U.S. Geologi
cal Sez:yice, who has studied the role of 
sea otters in the Aleutians since the ear
ly 1970s. · .-

Usually, large die-offs can be blamed 
on either 'disease, toxins or starvation. 
The team looked ·at all three. In the case 
of large die-offs, scientists usually find 
numerous carcasses washed ashore. 
The team found few. They set up plot 
studies along the coast to see if the ani
mals' food supply was healthy. That's 
when they discovered that urchins were 
flourishing. Laboratory work eliminated 
the theory that a widespread toxin had 
poisoned the popu1ation. 

So the scientists decided to look clos
er at killer whale predation. 

They picked two sites in 1995 to study 
tagged sea otters. One was in Kuluk Bay 
on Adak Island and the other in nearby 
Clam Lagoon, an area inaccessible to 
killer whales. In Clam Lagoon. 12 per-
cent of the sea otters disappe while 
65 percent disappeared i~ Kt ay. 
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Williams 
quits job 
at Interior 
Babbitt subsistence 
deal likely catalyst 
By DAVID WHITNEY 
Daily News reporter 

WASHINGTON- Deborah Williams, who 
has served as Interior Secretary Bruce Bab
bitt's special assistant for Alaska issues, an
nounced Thursday that she is resigning after 
nearly five years on the job. . 

Williams, the highest-pro
file federal employee based in 
the state, did not disclose the 
reasons for her resignation,· 
although the timing suggests 
a connection to Babbitt's an
nouncement Tuesday that a 
moratorium on a federal 
takeover of Alaska fish and 
game management has been 
extended. Williams 

"For many reasons, the 
time has come for me to resign and let some
one else have the privilege of being special 
assistant for Alaska," Williams said in her 
Oct. 6 letter of resignation, released Thurs
day. 

Babbitt, to whom Williams reported, said in 
a prepared statement that he regretted her 
departure. 

"Deborah has worked tirelessly to fight for 
the protection of Alaska's natural resources 
and wildlife and on behalf of Alaska Natives 
and all Americans who enjoy or depend upon 
Alaska's federal lands," he said. 

Williams, a former head of the environ
mental law firm Trustees for Alaska, often 
had been at odds with the Alaska congres
sional delegation over land-use and develop
ment issues. 

The most recent flare-up with the delega
tion was last summer because of her adamant 
opposition to a road through wilderness areas 
of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge on 
the Alaska Peninsula. 

U.S. Sen. q'ed Stevens, R-Alaska, inserted a 
provision into a spending bill that would have 
eliminated three special assistant positions. 
About the same time, Stevens was making 
public statements in Alaska about his difficult 

working relationship with 
Williams. 

-In her letter to Babbitt, 
Williams insisted that no one 
from "outside the depart
ment" had threatened or in
timidated her into resigning. 
. The timing of her resigna

tion suggests that Williams 
was disturbed that she had not 
been kept fully informed by 
Babbitt about his negotiations 
with Stevens to extend a 
moratorium on a federal 
takeover o[ fish and game 
management. 

At a press conference Oct. 
1, Babbitt told reporters that 
he had' been working with 
Stevens· on such an extension 
and was hopeful of reaching 
an agreement. 

The following day, 
Williams complained that the 
story inaccurately reported 
that discussions were under 
way on another moratorium 
and that the only thing that 
had been discussed between 
Babbitt and Stevens were 
ways to implement a federal 
takeover. 

· Williams specifically com
plained about the wording in 
the .story that Babbitt and 
Stevens had been talking 
about, as the story said, "some 
arrangement to forestall such 
a takeover." 

It became clear earlier this 
week that Babbitt had been 
keeping information from 
Williams when Stevens issued 
a statement explaining how he 
and Babbitt had been working 
on the extension and repeated 
the words of the newspaper 
story that Williams had insist
ed were wrong. 

Stevens said that he had 
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been under pressure from 
Sen. Frank Murkowski and 
Rep. Don Young to extend the 
moratorium and that when he 
first met with Babbitt, "I sat 
down to explore with the sec
retary the. options Alaska 
could pursue to forestall a 
takeover." 

When· the 'moratorium be
came public, Williams refused 
to talk about it with reporters 
even though she usually has 
served as the secretary's 
main voice on Alaska matters. 

Asked whether any of the 
events leading to the morato
rium led to her decision, 
Williams replied: "My state
ment speaks for itself." 

Asked about her resigna
tion Thursday, Stevens said 
it's the only tool some govern
ment officials have to express 
their views on an issue. · 

"People who live in that re
lationship with a Cabinet offi
cer often submit resigna
tions," he said. "It's the only 
tool you have to impress a 
boss that you think he's not 
right." 

Williams' resignation was 
dated on the day that.· she 
learned that Babbitt had been 
talking about the moratorium 
extension and she hadn't been 
informed. · 

"Circle this date," she told a 
reporter on that day. "Ask me 
about it in two weeks." · 

Williams said Thursday 
that she will remain on the job 
while Babbitt finds someone 
to replace her. 

"This has been the most ex
traordinary position," Wil
liams said. "I feel really posi
tive about the last five years. 
It was incredible. I do care so 
deeply about the Interior De
partment and the issues." 
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HOW OUR LAWMAKERS VOTED 

PUBLIC LANDS: Voting 123-302, the 
House defeated a catchall, end-of-session bill 
(HR 4570) making hundreds of major 
changes in federal policies for national parks, 
wilderness areas, forests and other public 
lands in 36 states. Most of the changes were 
popular, such as ones to expand the National 
Trails System and reauthorize the Historic 
Preservation Fund. Others, such as measures 
to increase logging in national forests and re
move certain wilderness protections, were 
disputed. 

Jim Gibbons, R-Nev., said, "This bill brings 
benefits to our public lands .... Some in this 
body will demagogue it ... say it destroys our 
environment, that it bodes ill will to our na
tional parks and public lands. But I assure 
you it does not .... I know the benefits it brings 
to my constituents ... and to America." 

Sherwood Boehlert, R-N.Y., said the bill 
was opposed by environmental groups be
cause it would "weaken protections for 
wilderness areas ... waive normal environ
mental review for a controversial road in 
Alaska ... create new incentives to cut trees in 
national forests." 

A yes vote was to pass the bill. 
Voting yes: Young 
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Environmentalists prot~st.pol.lock reallocation 
By .MARK BUCKLEY 
Mirror Writer 

Members of the environmen
tal community are weighing in 
against U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens' 
move to reallocate the Bering 
Sea pollock harvest. 

Their chief concerns are the 
new agreement will further 
threaten endangered Steller sea 
lions while doing nothing to re
duce bycatch. 

"This is one of the most anti
environmental initiatives pro- -
duced by Congress in this, the 
'Year of the Ocean,"' said 
Michael Barnette, marine wild-

. life project leader for the Ameri
can Oceans Campaign in 
Washington, D.C. 

'The Western Alaska popula
tion of the Steller sea lion is on 
the brink of extinction due in large 
part to current fishing practices. 
Reallocating the pollock. currently 
the sea lions' main prey, would 
imperil the remaining few sea li
ons as landings from inshore ar
eas around sea lion critical habi
tat would increase." 

Trevor McCabe, the Stevens' 
fisheries aide who is working on 
the bill, was not available for 
comment. 

The Stevens legislation, iri the 
form of a rider atiached to an om
nibus spending bill, would reduce 
the number of foreign-owned, 

Seattle~ based: factory trawlers that. 
dominate 'the fishery. It would 
also boost the take for a handful 
of shore-based processing plants · 
to at least 45 percent of the mil
lion-ton annual catch~ •• ; 

When . implemented,' the ·new. 
system will slow the.pace of the 
world's largest commercial fish
ery; which is currently a twice
yearly race for resources. Under 
the proposed new system ·the 
boats will form a cooperative, de
ciding among themselves when 
they will f,ish . 

Gi'ving the fisher111en more 
time to fish without mandating 
higher by catch standards is· the 
concern of the Alaska Marine 

·Conservation CounCil. 
· "We recommend adding a pro

vision scheduling bycatch reduc-
. lion at I 0 percent per year over 
five years," said Dorothy 
Childers, the council's. executive 
director.· •·successfi.ll bycatch re
duction should be a primary tool 
to evaluate whether or not the 
cooperative should be renewed.'' 

Members of the conservation 
group are also concerned the new 
system could .open .the door to 
inc~ bycatch; Because boats 
under 125 feet are not required 
to. have 100 percent observer 
coverage, and because boats un
der the new system will be able 

to choose when they will fish, 
there arc fears the fishermen 
will have no incentive to reduce 
by catch. 

Bycatch control is important 
to the fleet because if bycatch 
caps· are reached, regulatory 
agencies automatically shut the 
fishery down, even if the catch 
quota is not met. 

The potential for increased 
. hycatch bothers Kodiak hali-. 

but fisherman and conserva
tion council member Joe 
Macinko. 

"There's no law that says a 
boat has to go fishing when 
an observer .is aboard," 
Macinko said. "Boats from 
60-125 feet are required to 
have observers on board only 

. 30 percent 0f the time. 
What's to keep them from 
staying tied to the dock while 
the observer is there? That 
way they'll show no bycatch. 
Then, when the observer goes 
to another boat, the fishermen 
can fish as dirty as they 
want." 

Whether the conservation 
groups will see their concerns 
addressed remains to be seen. 

Congress plans to send the 
1999 funding package, which 

. may contain lhe Stevens rider, 
to the White House for Presi
dent Clinton's signature as 
early as this weekend. 

/ 
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Youth program linked to world 
E ach year for the last 

couple of years 25 to 30 
high school students in 

the Chugach and Cordova school 
districts have had the rare oppor
tunity to work with scientists as 
they conduct research in the field. 

·.The program, sponsored by the 
. Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee· 
Council, is called the Youth Area 
Watch. 

Students from remote settings 
get hands-on experience in some 
highly technical and specialized 

· fields - such as oceanography, 
marine mammal ecology, physi

, ology, biochemistry, and marine 
.,·ecology. The students have col

lected mussels for pristane analy
sis, tracked ocean temperatures 
and salinity near their communi
ties, monitored the weather, and 
received training in the biologi
cal sampling of )1arbor seals 

taken for subsistence. 
Now anyone who has access to 

the worldwide Web can find out 
about the Youth Area Watch and 
follow the students' monitoring 
and stewardship efforts. Jennifer 
Childress and Joshua Hall lead the 

. project for the Chugach .School 
District. They decided that the stu
dents needed a Web page. 

-"We thought it'd be a cool 
thing to do with the students. It's 
a part of our standards, so it's a 
good way to give them the 

.chance to do their schoolwork 
and be part of the extracurricular 
things as well," said Childress. 

Last year, the Chugach School 
District gave up credits and grades 
in favor of a set of 12 standards 
in I 0 different subject areas. The 
students have to demonstrate a 
certain level of proficiency in the 
skills required in each standard in 

order to graduate. The first stu
dents graduated under the new 
curriculum this past May. 

This Web homepage links to 
pages written by the students at 
all the sites where the Youth Area 
Watch exists: from Valdez and 
Cordova, to Whittier, Chenega 
Bay and Tatitlek. Although not 
all the sites have access to the 
Internet as yet, students still re
ceive disk updates of the page 
periodically through the district. 

With the new road going in to 
Whittier, students there became 
concerned about possible effects 
on a nearby kittiwake colony. 
They're .monitoring the colony 
and posting their baseline data on 
the Web. 

The students can also now ex
amine each other's weather data 

· and oceanographic data to com- . 
pare conditions· across the Sound. 

Students in Seward and 
Cordova conducted beach clean
ups and recorded what they 
found. Seward students also 
worked with the National Park 

Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By_ Jody Seitz 

Service to study murre carcasses 
collected after a large die-off 
there-earlier this year. Valdez stu-

-dents worked on restoring an old 
cemetery. Childress and Hall are 
proud of the students and the 
work they do. They see the Web 
as- a great opportunity to share 
the program idea with teachers. 

"It doesn't seem like anything 
like this (Youth Area Watch) is 
happening anywhere that we've 
heard of. So it's really neat to 
have this on there for people to 
see that this is happening. Maybe 
this will give people ideas of 
things they can do with students. 
Any school could do a restora
tion project anywhere if they 
wanted to, or find scientists to 
work with," said Childress. " 

"It's neat to offer this as a way 

to give students the opportunity 
for technology training. We can 
bring the students in here and 
they can work on and publish a 
finished product. This is very 

. real. People all over the world 
can look at it. They do some 
great things with the Youth Area 
Watch and it's a great opportu
nity to show the world what they 
do," said Hall. 

Look up the Youth Area Watch 
at http//www .micronet.net/users/ 
(tilde)YAW. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio program. These
ries is sponsored by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to provide information about res
toration activities within the spill 
region. 

·· .... ..__ 
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It's only natural 
to fight over fish 

I t's reasonable to assume that people 
began fightin,s over fish shonly after 
the fi.rst fish was discovered, an activity 

that continues to this day. · 
· And yet. every so often, someone 
appeals for peace among the bickering fish· 
erfolk. These Utopians dori't understand 
that sq~a?bling over fish is not only natur· 
al. butts m the best interests of all con· 
cemed. .. 

Occasionally, you'll hear some idealist 
proclaim that ·:more fish" will stop the 
mcessant battling. "More hatcheries will 
solve all the problems," goes their song. 

But "more fish" nearly always equates 
to even worse problems. Too- many hatch
ery salmon can lead to corruption of gene 
pools, over-fishing on natural .stocks and 
over-grazing of finite and fragile ocean 

LES 
PALMER 
AN OUTDOOR 
VIEW 

pastures, ·to men
tion just a few 
things wrong with 
this "solution." 
When you hear 
someone say 
hatcheries are a 
cure-all, ask them 
to explain why 
Oregon and 
Washington have 
so few salmon. 

"More fish" often 
means lower mar
ket prices, which 
means fishennen 
have to catch more 
fish to earn the 

same _amount of money. And while they're 
catching more sockeye salmon in their 
?ack-ta.ba~k openings, they're also catch
mg mo:e king and silver salmon than they 
wo~!d m a season like the one just past, 
which was considered "average." 

~\'. \1l ~\! 
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"More .fish" doesn't even eliminate 
sport-fishing problems. Fishery managers 
know all too well that "more fish" equates 
to crowded fisheries. Consider what hap
pened during the Glacier Bay and Exxon 
Valdez oil spills, when most of the Kenai 
sockeyes were allowed upstream. The solid 
line of salmon migrating upstream attracted 
a solid line of anglers that trampled miles 
of fragile banks into oblivion. The crowds 
trespassed on private property, created fric
tion between residents and non-residents, 
and pushed governmenral agendes beyond 
their abilities to enforce laws and maintain 
facilities. 

Fewer people would alleviate some 
.problems, but "more fish" definitely 
vwouldn't ..:......-contrary to what some political 
candidates would have us believe. No can
didate would dare advocate fewer people, 
at least not one who expected to win. 

You'll also hear politicians and would
be politicians say, 'There are enough fish 
for everybody." Don't you believe it. This 
is one of those feel-good statements that is 
meant to appeal to all and offend none. It 
really means: "I don't understand this issue, 
So I'm making it a non-issue. Just vote for 
me, and l' 11 make certain everyone gets 
enough fish." 

In Cook Inlet. the only significant fish 
t)lat presently is "enough fish for every
!Sody" is the humpback salmon. There 
aren't enough other salmon for the drift 
fleet. let alone the set-netters, the personal
use gill-netters, the personal-use dip-netters 
and the sport fishermen. Take one fish 
away from any of these groups and the 
other groups will feel the loss and let out a 
howl. 



.. :~ ~ 

IT'S ONLY NATURAL TO FIGHT OVER FISH 
THE CLARION PENINSULA. 
PAGE 2 OF 2 

Obviously, there aren't enough king and 
silver salmon for Kenai River anglers, or 
bag limits would be more generous and 
n:gulations less onerous. And what about 
r.be numerous restrictions on guided · 
anglers? If there are enough salmon for 
everybody, why can't guided anglers fish 
on Sundays and Mondays? Why are they 
restricted to fishing only between 6 a.m. 
and 6 p.m.? 

As long as greed and selfishness are part 
of the human condition, there can never be 
"enough fish for everybody." 
. There are those among us who suggest 
that we could learn a few things from the 
local aboriginal people, who survived by 
sharing with one another. I suggest that we 
are all aboriginals of somewhere, and we 
are constantly learning and teaching one 
another. But learning is a mistake-ridden 
process that never ends. And besides, are 
we expected to believe that the aboriginals 
didn't fight over fish? ·'•'. ' 

Uke sea gulls, human beings will fight 
over fish. Call it an.imal instinct, but it's 
more than thal It's also competition. And 
the competition isn't only between different 
user-groups. It exists within each group
set-neaer against set-neaer, dip-netter 
against dip-netter, angler against angler. 
And it''s a contest that is usually nowhere 
near as violent as the average soccer or 
football game. 

Let's face it We who fish love a good 
fight over r.be object of our affections. 1be 
battle over fish. l.ike the battle between the 
sexes, is eternal. May it rage oo forever, 
unabated. If the feuding ends, it will be 
bocause there are no fish worth fighting for. 

f. us PabMr is ajree-ltuu:e outdoor 
writer who lives in Sterling. 
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Cheering from sidelines 
Dear Editor. 

I want to set the record ~trnight regarding the Cook Inlet 
Citizens Advisory Council (CIRCAC). Cook .Inlet Keeper is 

. one of the many groups and individuals with strong con" 
cems about CIRCAC's recertification. 

Years ago. Alask.a Center for the Ewironment was one 
of the original supporters of establishing CIRCAC. In the 
wake of the Eluton Valdez oil spill. CIRCAC was estab
lished to be a watchdog to ensure that the development and 
transport of oil in Cook Inlet would be done in an environ-

• mentally sound manner. 
We soon learned that.CIRCAC was more of a lap-dog 

than a watchdog - and we long .ago withdrew our support 
for i!s recertification. CIRCAC is too beholden to the oil 
indus!Iy for its day-to-day funding. The makeup of it.s mem
bership has long been tilted toward those with a vested inter-

. est in doing nothing to protect the environment. 
We support a balance between oil development and 

environmental protection. T1Us means that cercain environ
mentally sensitive areas where oil development cannot 
occur safely should be kept off limits. while in other areas it 
should be developed with the highest environmental safe· 
guards and monitoring. 

ORCAC has a poor track record of supporting these 
important safeguards or independently monitoring oil activ~ 
ities. 

One solution is to require the: Coast Guard to do ics job 
to enforce the Oil Pollution Control Act of 199(). Bcc:ause if 
there is a major spill in Cook Inlet. people are ultimately 
going to ask: where was the: Coast Guard and what did it do 
to protect the public interest? 

As another solution. we suggest that a new organization 
be formed similar to the Regional Citizens Advisory Council 
(RCAC). the group which monitors oil activities in Prince 
William Sound. RCAC has made some real headway in 
prodding the indus!I)' to better safeguards. 

Meanwhile, Cook Inlet Keeper. keep up the good work! 
Kevin Harun, Executive Director 

Awka. Ceater for the Enviroameot 



i. 
i .... 
' 

.THE HOMER NEWS 
LETTERS FROM THE OPINION 
PAGE 2 OF 2 
OCTOBER 8, l998 

Not well enough informed 
Dear Editor, 

I was very disappoinred in the failure of the Homer 
Tribune, the Homer News and the other local news media 
to :Ill end the recent board meeting or the Cook In let Region 
Citizens Advisory Council (CIRCAC) in Homer. 
ApproJtimatdy 50 people from all different points of view 
auended and participated. 

CIRCAC's mission is: •• ... to ensure the safe operation 
of the oil terminals, tankers and facilities in Cook Inlet so 
that environmental impacts associated with the oil industry 
are minimized." 

l have served as lhe Environmental Representative on 
CIRCAC for the last several years. There are those in lhe 
environmental community who believe they should boycon 
ClRCAC. However, I believe that the environmental posi
tions should be presented. regardless of the reception. My 
term eJtpires in February of 1999 and I would encourage lhe 
environmental groups to replace me with a good represen
tative of the environmental community. Notices have been 
sent to ·environmental organizations for their input and 
nominations. 

By way of clarification. CIRCAC is on record as sup
porting tanker escons in Cook Inlet, as is the City of Homer. 
All of the information presented to CIRCAC concludes that 
preventing oil entering the water is the best policy. The 
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens Advisory Council 
advises the risk has been reduced by 75 percent in the sound 
primarily because of tanker escorts. With the tides, icing 
and winds in Cook Inlet. we should have equal tanker escort 
proteclion. We have already had one major spill in Cook 
Inter and the Euon Valde~ spill had major adverse effects 
on .Cook In lei. 

CIRCAC is currently funded at the rate of $600,000 
per year. However, the participating companies should be 
funding CIRCAC ar rhe rare of S I million annually per lhe 
federal legislation so thar. CIRCAC can more adequately 
perform its monitoring responsibilities. 

The Environmental Monitoring Committee of CIR
CAC CEMC) is instructed " ... to insure that the environ- · 
mental quality of Cook Inlet is not compromised or degrad
ed by the opera1ion of oil facilities and vessels." Faced with 
an absence of baseline data. sites potentially canying 
hydrocarbons were identified. including Kenai river sites 

. and other locations in Cook Inlet. Numerous studies have 
been conducted and are in progress. Call Susan Saupe, our 
science advisor. at 283· 7222 for more information. EMC 
also participated in !he Cook lnlel Watershed Conference. 
The Prevention, Response. Operations and Safety 
Commiuee (PROPS) works to minimize risks and impacts 
associated wilh oil production and transportation. 

The board of directors includes representatives of 
Alaska Native organizations. Municipality of Anchorage, 
recreational interest groups. Kenai Peninsula and Kodiak 
b\and boroughs, cities of Kenai. Kodiak. Seldovia and 

Homer, aquaculture ·associations, State Chamber or 
~ommerce. environmental interest groups, and commercii! 
mteres.t groups. More interest groups arc represented on the 
commmees. 

I would encourage the media to become better 
informed on CIRCAC. 

James C. Horuday 
Ea'Vi.roamental R.epreseatatlw., CIRCAC 
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-an eight-foot dam -that will be constructed this 
winter across Power Creek about two miles up from 
the existing road, said Fischer. 

Water dive_rted by the dam will go into about 700 
feet Of seven-foot-diameter high pressure pipe. which 
will shoot the water down a 3,()()()..foot, nine-foot· 
diameter tunnel.1be water will come out of the tun
nel into 2,.500 more feet of pipeline on the other side 
of a bridge to be built across Power Creek. Then the 
water will go into a powerhouse that will house two 
r:urbo impulse turbines, which will convert the water 
into energy. From there, the electricity will travel 
through two miles of transmission line buried under 
Power Creek Road and through five miles of cable 
across Lake Eyak to the CEC substation at the Eyak 
Power Plant. 

Each turbine will create three megawans ~ 3,000 
kilowatts~ of power per hour, for a total of 6,000 
kilowans. Cordova's peak electricity demand is cur
rently at S,900 kilowatts. 

'The power plant is designed to operate in remote 
conditions and is fully automatic, Fischer ~aid. so 
lhe plant won't have to be constantly manned. 

Eagle Contracting and Wilson Construction, in a 
joint venture, are currently building the two miles of 
access road through the Chugach Mountains to 
Surprise Valley, where the dam will be built. Another 
half-mile of road leading from the end of Power 
Creek Road to the power house site and a parking lot 
will also be built. 

Don Sjostedt of Eagle started brushing the area 
last Wednesday and started clearing trees and lev
eling some hillside on Thursday. 

"If winter doesn't set in too soon, we hope to be 
done by Nov. 15," Sjostedt said. "But we're dorng 
it right and making sure we're not destroying t(lO 

much." 
The state Department of Transportatron has 

agreed to improve Power Creek Road, whrch ~~ 

currently washed out between Power Creek and 

Thursday, October 8, 

Jennllor L. Str~ng.nimos pholo 

Jon Stavig, left, president of Cordova 
Electric Cooperative, breaks ground on 
CEC's Power Creek hydroelectric project 
last Thursday. Also at the event were pro
ject engineer Thorn Fischer, center, and 
Cordova mayor Ed Zeine. 

Hatcher: Creek. DOT c<•lllllll~"t''n Jqc Perkins 
\ rstteJ the: ~Ill' Lt\l Thur,d.t~ 

The "h, •k r>r\lje<.:t \1 rl! take ab, •ut ::1 year and a 
h.llf tu t:<•lltpkt~'. h,chcr ,,11J. 

The turbine>. \1111~·h .:,•me ln•m En!,!land. and 
the gcncr.tt"r:-. frPm \\·,,~,·n:-m. \\ tll.iiltakc a year 
or so tP onJ..:r anJ hudJ 
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CEC breaks ground 
on Power Creek 
hydroelectric project 
By Jennifer L. Strange 

The Cordova limes 
Calling last Thursday's clear sky 

and sun-speckled Chugach 
Mountains a "perfect backdrop" for 
a ground-breaking, Chugach 
Electric Cooperative and city offi
cials dug their copper shovels into 
the dirt to commemorate the first 
day of construction on CEC's 
Power Creek hydroelectric project. 

CEC hopes to decrease 
Cordova's dependence on diesel 
fuel and lower electricity costs by 
up to 10 cents per kilowatt by 
changing to hydro power. · 

The project, which has been in 
the works for a number of years, 
was started immediately after per· 
rnits were put into place by 
Whitewater Engineering: the 
Bellingham, Wash., firm hired by 
CEC to manage the permitting 
process and design and build the 
facility. 

Twenty-four agencies, including 
the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, U.S. Forest Service, Eyak 
Corp., Environmental Protection 
Agency. U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers and the state Department 
of Natural Resources had to be con
tacted and pleased to acquire the 
required Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission's permit, said engineer 
Thorn Fischer. . 

Whitewater was also required to 
create an Applicant Prepared 
Environrnenlal Assessment as part 
of the FERC licensing. 
Environrnenlal impacts of the pro
ject on fish, wildlife and birds were 
studied, Fischer said. 

As a result of the studies, 
Whitewater redesigned some 
aspects of the project, including 
moving the power house and water 
intake as far upstream from Lake 
Eyak as possible. 

"We moved it five times and 
now it's at the uppermost limit of 
the salmon spawning habitat of 
Power Creek," Fischer said. "We're 
balancing power, fish and the envi
ronment and because of that we bad 
to move the intake up into Surprise 
Valley to make the project~·~ .. 

The finished product wiU con·: · 
sist of a "small diversion strucwre" 

See CEC, page 3 
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Road rider likely target of veto 
By Jennifer L, Strange 

The Cordova Times 
The Clinton Administration has voiced 

I its opposition .to the inclusion of the 
Chugach road rider in a new omnibus 
National Parks bill and its,probable inclu
sion in the Senate Interior Appropriations 
Bill. A House. bill .including the rider:was 
passed July 22. 

The rider would grant Chugach Alaska 
Corp. a 250-foot wide easeincilt across the 
eastern Copper River Delta-into CAC land 
holdings near Carbon MoiJntain and in the 

Bering River and Katalla vicinities. The 
easement can be used for "economic devel
opment," including CAC's planned timber 
harvest .of 8,000 acres of old growth spruce 
and hemlock. 

An Oct. 5 Statement of Administration 
Policy said President Clinton's senior advi-

. sors will recommend that the parks bill
H.R. 4570, .introduced by Rep. James 
Hansen, R-Utah,- be vetoed because it 
includes many provisions that would cause 
"grave harm to the Nation's natural 

S.. Veto, page 6 
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resources." 
The Carbon Mountain legislation 

was singled out by the administra
tion as a provision which would 
"grant an irrevocable and perpetual 
easement over environmentally sen
sitive lands in the Chugach National· 

: Forest, Alaska, to the Chugach 
• Alaska Corp .• thereby overriding 

the provisions of the 1982 
Settlement Agreement with the 
Corporation's predecessor organi
zation." 
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The administration's opposition 
to the parks bill mimics its opposi
tion to environmental riders 
attached to H.R. 4193 and S.B. 
2237, the Department of the Interior 
and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Bill. 

A Sept. 29 policy statement from 
Clinton's advisors 'to Senator Ted 
Stevens, R-Alaska, chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations, said 
the Administration "strongly 
objects" to any provision imposing 
a road easement across the Chugach 
National Forest. 

The provision. would be incon
sistent with the 1982 eXisting agree-. 
ment, "thereby preventing the 

Government from making modifi
cations to protect !11e environment 
while authorizing environmentally 
damaging management practices 
and undermining an ongoing diS'
cussion to determine road access 
options based on the latest survey 
and environmental analysis," said 
the statement. 

Opposition to the appropriations 
bill has also come from the 
Congressional Black Caucus, 
Alaskan and national environmental 
groups, the Copper River Salmon 
Producers Association, the Eyak 
Traditional Elders Council and a 
newly-formed bipartisan group of 
Congress members led by 
Congressman Sherwood Boehlert, 
R-N.Y. 

The CAC legislation was origi-. 
nally initiated by Alaska Rep. Don · 
Young, who has argued that it is· 
necessary to guarantee CAC access ' 
to its land, which was granted by the : 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of 1971. Young said the.fooeral 
government is obligated to provide : 
easemc;!lt over National Forest land 
and that the 1982 CNI agreement 
and the 1990 memorandum of 
understanding with the Forest 
Service aren't sufficient guarantees. 

"The easement has not been hon
ored and the federal government has 
not committed to issuing the ease
ment by a time-certain date," said a 
Committee on Natural Resourc~s 
statement. Young is the chair of the 
committee. "This represents bad 
faith, and is tantamount to breaking 
an Indian Treaty. The legislation 
grants the easement and expressly 
requires compliance with environ
mental law." 
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Population Declines 80 Percent In 20 Years... · 

Prince William Sound Harbor Seals: Where Have They Gone? 
By Jody Seitz 
Alaska Coastal Currents 

Harbor seal populations in 
Prince William Sound were 
already doing poorly before 
the 1989 oil spill, which killed 
an estimated 300 seals out
right. Ecosystem changes 
rank number one among theo
ries for the decline. Through 
the Alaska Native Harbor Seal 
Commission, hunters have 

, become a critical link in 
research to determine why the 
harbor seal population has 
dropped about 80 percent over 
the last 20 years. 

For years after the spill,· 
harbor seal hunters reported 
seeing abnormalities in seal 
tissues and livers, but there 
was no fonnal way to collect 
samples from the .seals and 
have them processed. 
Research on seals was also 
stymied by a lengthy pennit
ting process, which non
Native biologists had to pur
sue in order to collect tissue 
samples for analysis. 

A~ 
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That began to change in 
1994, with amendments to the 
Marine Mammal Protection 
Act. Congress gave the 
Secretary of the Interior 
authority to enter into agree
ments with Alaska Native 
organizations for co-manage
ment of Sl)bsistence uses of 
marine mammals. 

The decline in seals and 
the potential for more regulat
ed hunting stimulated the 
Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game to carry out 
research on harbor seal use 
throughout the seal's range in 
Alaska. Through a series of 
meetings with hunters and sci
entists, the ADF&G 

Subsistence Division Jed an 
effort for hunters and biolo
gists to discuss human use of 
seals, along with current life 
history, distribution and abun
dance data. The Alaska 
Native Harbor Seal 
Commission arose out of 
those, meetings. Monica 
Riedel of Cordova, previously 
a member of the Sea· Otter 
Commission,';stepped forward 
to serve as its first director. 

Reidel felt the need for 
Alaska Natives to be involved 

Since its inception, Riedel 
has worked with state biolo-
gists to train hunters and 
young people from Ketchikan 
to Akutan to collect samples 
from their subsistence hunts 
for science. High school stu
dents accompany their elders 
on their hunts, and when a seal · 
is taken, collect the samples 
and record data about the seal. 
Seal meat is widely distributed 
in the traditional way, but now 
tissues are sent to scientists all 
over the world. 

in research and management. In June, the commission 
"We need to be involved, met in Fairbanks. Hunters 
because any decision about 
harbor seals directly affects 
us," she said. 

Nineteen Alaska Native 
tribes belong to the statewide 
commission, which has repre
sentatives from the Aleutians, 
Bristol Bay, Cook Inlet. 
Chugach Region, Kodiak, and 
Southeastern Alaska. 

were invited to tour the mam
mology collection at the 
University of Alaska Museum 
to see samples they helped 
create. 

Founding member Mitch 
Simeonoff of Akhiok, was 
there. "We went to the muse
um and then to the university 
where they keep our samples. 
That was fantastic," he said. 
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The most interesting part 
of the Fairbanks trip for 
Simeonoff was the mammolo
gy museum. "I didn't realize 
they had that many animals," 
Simeonoff said. "They had 
skeletons of all the mammals 
we have - walrus, seals, 
whales - and some of them 
were really old." 

Harbor seals have also 
declined around Akhiok. "The 
people have noticed it," he 
said. 

The commission and the 
National Marine Fisheries 
Service signed an umbrella 
agreement in August of 1997, 
describing how the co-man
agement agreement process 
will take place. "It's looking 
more and more like a partner
ship," said Riedel. 

Steve Zimmerman, NM
FS Regional,, Qir~ctor, agreed 
that harbor ;.~e~f management 
changes are occurring rela
tively smoothly. "We have a 
common goal of doing the 

best thing for harbor seals and 
allowing subsistence to con
tinue," he said. 

Jody Seitz lives in 
Cordova and also produces the 
Ala'ika Coastal Currents radio 
program. The series is spon
sored by the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council to pro
vide information about 
restoration activities within 
the spill region. 
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Jury clears 
Veco in suit 
tied to sp_iiJ 
Native corporation. sue_d 

. over looting of anci_ent site 
By RACHEL D'ORO 
Daily News reporter 

Veco Inc.~ is not liable fo'r ·. 
workers who vandalized and . 
looted ancient archaeological 
sites in a secluded bay during 
cleanup of the 1989 Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, a. federal 
court jury said Monday. 

Fishermen hired by Veco 
were soley responsible for 
the dama~e done to three Ko
niag archaeological sites on 
Afognak Island, the jury said. 
The landowner, Afognak Na
tive Corp., had sued Veco Inc. 
for $1.1 million to cover dam
ages and lost artifacts. 

After deliberating for half 
a day, jurors sided with Veco, 
saying the company didn't 
have enough control' over the 
fishermen to be held account
able.· The fishermen worked 
on the '38-foot Shearwater, 
one of five fishing vessels 
chartered by Veco to scoop 
up clumps of oil with dipnets. 

"We're very pleased," 
Jack Miller, an attorney rep
resenting· .Veco, said in a 
phone interview. "Veco had 
no responsibility for protect
ing Native cultural re
sources, and clearly, the jury 
believed that." 

Russell Winner, an attor
ney for the Native corpora-. 
tion, said his client was disap
pointed in the verdict and is 
considering an appeal. 

The case was among many 
leftovers still in court nearly 
a decade after the 11 million
gallon oil spill in Prince 
William Sound. Some of the 
oil from the March 24, 1989, 
spill was carried by currents 
to Afognak Island, which is 
just north of Kodiak. , .- : 

Initially, ExXon was -listed 
as a defendant with Veco. But 
it settled the claim in 1995. · · . 

Veco had a contract with 

Please see Page B-2, V.ECO 
/ 
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VECO: ~ury clears company in suit 
st~·mming from Exxon Valdez cleanup 
I ·· Continued from Page B-1 

Exxon to hire five fish seiners out of Kodiak, 
Winner told jurors at the start of the trial last 
week. In a phone interview Monday, he said 
Veco had full authority over the fleets and 
was aware of the archaeological richness of 
the area. 

"They knew from the beginning of the 
cleanup that workers might be tempted to 

'These were unexplored 

archaeological ~ites. They 

were sleeping museums.~ 
- Russell Winner, attorney 

loot the archaeolqgical sites," Winner said.. . . 
Veco had contended that no one saw any- trial, Winner said the looted sites were once 

one vandalize the sites. No one saw anyone · homes inhabited 500 to 700 yea,rs ago by the 
take any artifacts and no artifacts were·ever' :Koniag, who left behind sophi'sticated tools, 
found. No one ever admitted taking anything, pottery and artwork. 
and no criminal charges were ever filed. "These were unexplored archaeological 
· Winner said the Shearwater was the only sites," he said Monday. "They were sleeping 

vessel in the bay when someone took shovels .. museums ... to the sites in late July 1989. Deep holes were 
dug, causing extensive damage, according to 
Winner. 

No one knows what was taken. During the 

...J Reporter Rachel · D'Oro can be reached at 
rd'oro@adn.com. 
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r~·cientists use. drifting buoys to 

~ath of herring larvae 

By Jody Seltz 

For The Times 

The mysterious currents of 
Prince William Sound are begin
ning to come into focus. Data from 
drifting buoys released in 1996 and 
1997 have helped identify the major 
currents that would carry plankton 
or, perhaps, spilled oil around the 
Sound. Now a new group of nine 
drifter buoys released in May is 
showing,the more subtle complex
ities of currents within some bays. 
Scientists are hoping to learn more 
about the Sound's circulation, espe
cially how tiny herring larvae end 
up in bays and stay there. 

Dr. Shari Vaughan, oceanogra
pher with the Prince William Sound 
Science Center, is the principal 
investigator for the project, which is 
parr of an ecosystem study of pink 
salmon and herring production in 
Prince William Sound. 

Buoys have several advantages 
over a standard oceanographic 
cruise. They are objective, unbiased 
tracers of ocean currents. They 
transmit data continuously for 
weeks or months. And they are 
cost-effective. The buoys cost 
$2,200 each. Most dedicated 
oceanographic research vessels cost 
$12,000 to S I 5,000 per day to char
ter. 

The buoy9 also produce results 
promptly. The buoys released in 
May quickly confirmed some pre
viously suspected circulation pat
terns. The release of all nine buoys 
was timed to coincide with the 
hatching of herring spawn and the 

THE CORDOVA TIMES 
OCTOBER 8, 1998 

Coastal currents 
emergence of billions of larvae. 

Each buoy is anached to a large 
canvas sack, or drogue, that mea
sures the currents I~ to 17 meters 
down. The buoys transmit their 
position and the water temperature 
every two hours to a satellite which 
then sends the data to a processing 
center in France called ARGOS, 
which relays it to the Science 
Center in Cordova by e-mail. 

The buoys were released 
between Hell's Hole and St. 
Matthew's Bay in Port Gravina, 
historically one of the areas where 
spawn is the thickest. As of Aug. 
II, seven buoys were still transmit
ting their positions. Two were in the 
central parr of the Sound, one exit
ed Hinchinbrook Entrance and 
made it all the way to Cook Inlet, 
and four were still within the grip of 
Port Gravina. 

"What these things have told us 
so far is that there is something 
retaining them in at least Port 
Gravina in the springtime," said 
Vaughan. 

In addition to testing circulation 
models of Prince William Sound, 
these buoys also may help scientists 
compare herring stocks in the 
Sound to herring stocks along the 
southern Kenai Peninsula. "The 
fact that these drifters, especially 
from northeast Prince William1 ' 

Sound, could escape (the Sound) 
and stop at every linle bay along the 
southern Kenai until they reach 
Cook Inlet mig_ht have some'impli-

cations for herring stock relation
ships." 

Vaughan willie!' the buoys drift 
until they no longer transmit their 
position, which could be as long as 
six months. 

Jody s~in.lives in Cordova and 
also produc~s the Alaslca Coastal 
Currtnts radio program.. . · 
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Sealife Center gets coastal 
learning center designation 

The Alaska SeaLife Center has 
been named a Cumaal America 
Coastal Ecosystem Learning 
Center, one of nine such fat:ilitie!i 
in the country, a press release fr0m 
the SeaLife Center said. Coastal 
America is a partnership of feder
al agencies working to protect 
America's coastal resources. 

printed material, seminar 
exchange programs, links with 
agency web sites, database access, 
and marine research reports and 
puhlications. the release said. 

Leslie Peart, the SeaLife 
Center's education director said 
'"This designation highlights ou; 
educational achievements while 
reinforcing our commitment to 
puhlic education and support of 
the marine environment." 

On hand at the SeaLifc Center 
to c0mmemorate the dcsignati0n 
were Assistant Seactary for 
Oceuns and Atnw:;pherc in the 
Dcpurtment of Cmnmercc Terry 
Garcia, Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Mayor Mike Navarre. Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Executive Dirc~:tor Molly 
McCammon and m:my other fed
ern!, state and lo~:al dignitaries. 
Also among the more than I 00 
people at the cercnwny were rep
resentatives fr0m the U.S. 
Departments of Agriculture. 
Interior and Transportation, 
Army, Navy, Air F,,rce and Coast 
Guurd, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the state 
Di\'ision of Governmental 
Coordination. 

As part of its 1ksignation us a 
Lcurning Center and its coopcra
ti0n with Coastal America federal 
partners, the SeaLifc Center will 
rc~:cive educational ,·ideos. CDs. 

According to the Seatife 
Center, Coastal America is an 
nction-oriented parrnership that 
includes many federal agencies. 
By combining the resources of 
federal. regional and local agen
cies il enables nalional policy 
issues to be identified and 
resolved. regional plans 10 be 
developed and local projects 
implemented. 

"The Coastal America designa
lion of the Alaska SeaLife Center 
cun only be described as a land
mark ~ublic/private parlnership 
f<lr environmental educarion," said 
Virginia Tippie, director of 
Coastal America. "This new part
nership will provide national 
prominence loth~ center's already 
1mportan1 role m educating the 
puhlic on the value of the coastal 
environment." 
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Editorial 

Oil industry 
\t\tatchdog needs a 
looking at 

Allegations that the 7-year-old Coole Inlet Regional 
Citizens Advisory Council is failing to do irs job over· 
seeing the Inlel's oil industry arc unsettling. 

The organization was mandated by Congress after 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill as a way to prevent spills and 
prepare for new ones. It comprises industry and com· 
munity representatives, including one seat appointed by 
Homer. 

Paul McCollum, a biologist who was Homer's most 
recent representative. resigned earlier this year afler he 
encountered resistance to his effort to raise concerns he 
.said were important to the Homer area, such as explor· 
ing the idea of emergency standby tugs to assist oil 
tankers if needed in the Inlet's treacherous waters. 

The allegations of ineiTectiveness were raised by 
Bob Shavelson. head of the Homer-based Cook lnlel 
Keeper. whose mandate is to oversee the health of !he 
Inlet He based his allegations in part of an unsenr leuer 
penned by Bryan Mac Lean. the former c:lr.ecutive direc· 
tor of CIRCAC who also resigned earlier this year. The 
leller was highly critical of the organizalion, saying it 
had failed to set goals, avoided long-term planning and 
was driven by personal agendas. 

Jim Car1er. interim director of CIRCA C. has called 
Mac Lean's allegations "absolutely false." The charge 
that CIRCAC is undermined by oil industry interests is 
hard to· support. he: indicated, given the fact that the 
CIRCAC board includes members representing not just 
the oil industry but municipalities, the fishing induMry, 
recr.eation. tourism and the environment. Those interests 
a:re diverse and aren't about to roll over 10 rhe oil indus· 
try, he said. 

Possibly at stake is whether CIRCAC will remain in 
its present form. If the U.S. Coast Guard fail!' to renew 
CIRCAC's charter annually. the Coast Guard itself 
might take over direcl oversight in its place. 

The Coast Guard is looking into the allegarions. For 
the sake of proponents and opponents of CIRCAC. !hat 
is a good thing. And it is a good thing for those commu
nities that could suiTcr greatly if a preventable spill 
occurred in the Inlet because of problems within CIR· 
CAC. ' 

The Euon Valdez oil spill traumarized much of 
Alaska. including residents and communities on or near 
the Inlet. which saw some of the spilt oil despite !he dis· 
tance it had to travel. If there is division within the ranks 
of CIRCAC. the underlying problems need to be aired 
and ex.plored and discussed and subjected to scrutiny. 
particularly public scrutiny. 

II would also behoove Jim Carter to stop complain· 
ing about how the Mac Lean leller saw the lighl of day 
and start looking at why his organi:zation has the prob
lems it has. The fact that a former ex.ecutive director of 
CIRCAC penned such a letter. whether il was ever sent 
or not. is astounding. And if a stamp of "confidential" is 
all it takes to keep such a leiter hidden from public view, 
then the use of such a stamp needs to be addressed. 

If we want to pur this inlo some kind of legal anal· 
ogy. there is probable cause that something is wrong 
with CIRCAC. The organization may eventually be 
ex.oneratcd, but there's enough reason now to take a hard 
look. at how it's doing its job. Cook. Inlet Keeper and the · 
letter-leaker should not be condemned for bringing such 
an important concern to public light. 
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Veco cleared 
in looting suit 

ANCHORAGE (AP) - A 
federal jury here has cleared 
Veco Inc. of any responsibilily 
for workers accused of vandal
izing and tooling some archaeo
logical sites during cleanup of 
the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

The jury said Monday thai 
fishermen hired by Veco were 
wholly responsihle for the dam
age done to three Koniag ar
chaeological sites on Afognak Is
land. 

Afognak Narive Corp .• the 
landowner. had sued Veco for 
$1.1 million 10 cover damages 
and los! artifacts. 

But jurors sided with Veco af
ler deliberating for half a day, 
saying the oil field service com
pany didn't have enough conrrol 
over the fishermen to be held ac
countable. 

The fishermen allegedly had 
worked on one of five fishing 
vessels chartered by Anchorage
based Veco to scoop up clumps 
of oil with dipnets. 

"We're very pleased." Jack 
Miller, an auorney representing 
Veco, told the Anchorage Daily 
News. · 'Veco had no responsi
bility for protecting Native cul
tural resources, and clearly, the 
jury believed that." 

Russell Winner, an attorney 
for the Native corporation, said 
his client was disappointed in the 
verdict and was considering an 
appeal. 

The case was among many 
leftovers srill in court nearly a 
decade after the 11-million-gal
lon oil spill in Prince William 
Sound. Some of the oil from the 
March 24, 1989, spill was car
ried by currents 10 Afognak Is· 
land. which is jus! north of 
Kodiak. 

Initially. Exxon was listed as 
a defendant with Veco. But it 
settled the claim in 1995. 
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Rock scientists 
Kodiak High School earth science students give information to Jonathan Sanchez, 
seated, to enter into the computer as instructor Eric Linscheld, left, looks on. 1he 
class took a field trip to Marine Hill near Women's Bay Friday to work on a project 
using field data to study rock formations and plate tectonic activity in Alaska. 



ALASKA JOURNAL OF COMMERCE 
VOL 22. NO. 40 
WEEK OF OCTOBER 5, 1998 

Exxc,n Valdez claims program earns approval 
From staff an.d wire reports 

oiled salmon fisheries, which 
include: Prince William Sound 
salmon seine (SO lEl, Prince 

SEATILE - District Judge William Sound salmon drift 
H. Russel Holland has (S03E), Prince William Sound 
*proved.' a new claims pro- salmon setnet (S04E), Cook 
~am fof'. certain recoveries Inlet salmon seine (S01H>. 
obtained by plaintiffs in litiga- Cook Inlet salmon drift 
tion arising from the Exxon (S03H), Cook Inlet salmon set
Valdez oil spill. The Supple- . net (S04H), Kodiak salmon 
mental Claims program will · seine (SOlK), Kodiak salmon 
disburse about $25 million in beach seine (S02K), Kodiak 
settlement funds and serve as a salmon setnet (S04K), and 
basis for eventually distribut- Chignik salmon seine (SOIL) 
ing amounts recovered in con- . claim categories. 
nection with the $5 billion Claim fonns were mailed to 
punitive damages verdict known claimants by late Sep
reached in the 1994 federal tember. 
court trial. Exxon is currently Any claimants in the 11 
appealing that judgment. claim categories can calll-800-

The court initially approved EXSPILL for updated infonna
claim forms for 11 of 51 claim tion or to request additional 
categories. The approved claim claim fonns. All claimants who 
categories are the class Native wish to assert a claim against 
(subsistence) category and the Exxon Q~:~alified Settlement 

Fund in any of the 11 approved 
claim categories must submit a 
completed claim form to. the 
EQSF, postmarked on or before 
Feb. 1, 1999, or will be forever 
barred from asserting a claim 
in the above referenced claim 
categories. Late claims will not 
be accepted. 

The claims programs for the 
remaining claim categories will 
start after Holland approves 
them. The next group of claim 
categories to be submitted is 
expected to include oiled her
ring fisheries, cannery workers 
(those employed or would have 
been employed in a cannery in 
1989), and real property own· 
ers. · 

The administrator can be 
contacted by writing: Lynn Lin
coln Sarka, Exxon Qualified 
Settlement Fund, P.O. Box 
21945, Seattle 94111. 
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PLAYING WITH DOLLIES 
Biologists' study tracks wanderings 
of radio-tagged Kenai Dolly Varden 
By CRAIG MEDRED 
Oa1:·; :",.t?'hS outc:\:or ~j !·l• _; 

K 
E.'\.-\1 PE.'\1.'\:-\l'l.:\ .\ L·old ram 
knock:; n.>llow wdlo\\. kan.>s lnl<l :1 

!Ill\' t.:kar·\\':llLT t ril 1ut:try tn t_fu:1rt1. 
CrL't!k as \'L'l ;mt>th<.:r I lnll\· \';ti'd<:n 
ch:1r mh:ti..:s th..: or;trlgL' c:gg t'ly at the: 

end or Sh~l!lt! ~i..:holSOI!'s ilnc:. 
Several fat. multic:oltlrc:d Dollies l-l to lK 

inches long arc: al· 
read}' finning m a 
live box on the 
stream bank. After 
a halr'-dozcn runs 
anJ a courlc of 
jump:s. this fish will 
be gently netted 
and brought to join 
them. 

This is cntdt
anJ-rele:Jse Oy·ft~h
ins.; of a unique: sort. 

tcrin~ :trc:1s 
\\·;,rklilg with biologist Larry Larson of 

tilL' :\l:tska lh:partment of Fish and Game, 
l'~dmcr 1:-: Ill tht! middle of a three-year 
study am1~·d at learning the life history of 
KL·n:u !Jollies. The biologists hope to one 
lby g<.:t ;m estimate of how many Dollies in
h:Ibit Al:tska's most-popular river system. 

Downstrt!am from Nicholson and a cou
ple of other Fish 
and Game techni
cians armed with 
tly-r9ds on this day, 
Palmer plays fish 
surgeon. 

Spread out in a 
container of anti
septic next to the 
river are his 
scalpels, forceps, 
radios and suture. 
Another live box 
holds water laced 
with a fish-numb
ing anesthetic. 

lkfore thest! t'tsh 
go ha<.:k in the: w;t
tc:r. tiler will be tm
plantt!d with rad1o 
tran~mllters mak
ing 1t po:ssihk to 
tr<J..:k th!.?m for a 
year or two, mayhc: 
thrt.:e. as they dmp 
out of this stream 
inru Quartz Creek 
and !rom thcr.: Kc:· 
nat L1ke. 

U S F1sh and Wildlife Service biologist Doug 
PJimer and Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game technician Rob Massengill work on a 
Dolly VJrden. 

Larson -assist
ing along with tech
nician Rob Massen
gill - nets a feisty 
Dolly from the live 
box and slips it into 
the anesthetic. It 
fins there quietly 
for a moment be
fore growing slug
gish and rolling on 
its side. 

:\ohoJv know~ 
for sure ;\'ht!re 
they'll go after that. 
One fish fitted wtth 
a radio a year agn 
has already made a 
remarkable jour· 
ney. 

Palmer mea
sures its length, 
records it in a rain
proof notebook and 
then clips off a fin 
for DNA studies. 

It left Quartz 
Creek. tra\'eled 
dozens of miles 
through Kenai Lake 
and upper Kenai 
River to Skilak 
Lake. crossed the 

Palmer slips an e1ght-gram transmitler into the 
belly of a Dolly Varden. 

That pfece of fin 
will one day help 
geneticists deter
mine whether Ke
nai Dollies are part 
of one, huge, inter
breeding popula

lake, dropped SO m i!es down the Kenai Hi\'
cr to Cook Inlet. S\vam IS to 20 miles 
through the Inlet l!l tilt..: Kasilof River. went 
dozens of miles up tilL' Kasilof intn 25-rnilc
long Tustumena Lake. spent sonH.: time: 
there and then retraced !Is Journcr back 
into the Kenai watersllL·d 

So far. said research btolOJ.:ISt !Joug 
Palmer of the L.S. Ftsh and \1/tldllfe Ser· 
vice. no other radw-tagged Dolly from the 
Kenai drainage has tr<.~veled farther. But 
other fish ha\'e rnovl'd considerable: dts-

tion or whether the population is made up 
of several small, independent populations 
linked tu their natal streams. 

With the: !'in slice safely in a plastic bag, 
Palmt!r sc:uops out the fish and slips it into 
a fish-twldtng cradle. As he bends over the 
char's ahdnnwn. Massengill sits near its 
head. us1ng a turkey baster to keep water 
!lowing o\'er the fish's gills so it won't suf
focate 

l':ow and then. he shoots in a squirt of 
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DOLLIES: Biologists track 

wanderings of Dolly Varden 

Continued from Page F-1 

anesthetic-laced water to keep 
the Dolly calm. 

Working quickly but carefully, 
Palmer carves an inch-long open
ing in the char's belly. A trickle of 
blood runs down its sides. 

Palmer inserts a flat. feeler 
hlade into the opening and then 
pokes a long. hollow needle into 
the char's belly farther back be
tween the anal fin and the pelvic 
fins. 

Feeling gently with the flat 
blade inside the fish, he finds the 
point of the needle and guides it 
out through the opening in the ab
domen. 

Larson. standing by nervously, 
glances at his watch. Several 
minutes have passed. Palmer 
slides the long, plastic antennae 
of the radio into the hollow nee
dle, and then slides both needle 
and antenna out behind the fish. 

The antenna Is left hanging be
hind, looking like a heavy piece of 
monofilament line. Palmer slips 
the 2-inch radio into the char's 
belly and nudges it into a com
fortable position. 

He closes the opening with 
three quick sutures, smears them 
over with a blue glue to prevent 
water from getting into the char's 
abdomen before the wound heals, 
blows on the quick-drying glue to 
further speed the drying process. 
and then slides the fish out of the 
cradle into the recovery box. 

"6:38," Larson says, jotting the 
time in a rainproof notebook. 

Inside the recovery box, the 
radio-fitted Dolly is already shak
ing off the effects of the anes
thetic as Palmer begins work. on 
another fish. By the time he is 
done with Dolly No. 2, the first 
fish will be finning about the re
covery box as if nothing had hap
pened. 

Larson will net it, ease it into 
an eddy and watch it swim away 

to assume its rofe in this wide
ranging science experiment. 

Already, a few interesting dis
coveries have been made about 
Kenai Dollies. · · 

Most of thel'll, for instance, 
winter beneath t~e Skilak "Lake 
ice. 

In June, many head down the 
Kenai River to meet the first king 
salmon returning from the sea. 
The Dollies follow those fish far 
up into the Killey River drainage 
and Benjamin Creek in the heart 
of the Kenai Mountains. 

Eggs of king and red salmon, 
which enter the Kenai over the 
course of the summer, are a 
mainstay of the Dollies' diet, biol
ogists have concluded. 

But they· don't know every
thing about what these fish eat. 

Do Dollies feed heavily on the 
flesh of decaying salmon, like the 
Kenai's rainbow trout? 

Based on stomach samples bi
ologists have examined so far, 

· Larson doesn't think so. But he's 
not sure. 

Biologists also don't know if 
the Dollies feed on something in 
Skilak Lake through the winter or 
struggle along on fat reserves. 
Scientists aren't. sure_;how ~any 
of the fish are truiy anadromous, · 
either. 

So far only the one of 80 radio
tagged fish ventured into Cook 
Inlet. leading Palmer to suspect 
the number of sea-run char is 
small. 

"Largely these fish in the up
per watershed appear·to be resi
dent." Palmer said. "There's no 
need for the Kenai Dollies to go to 
sea. There's so ·much food avail
able" in fresh water. 

But the Dollies appear to range 
widely in the search for that food. 
Fish previously radio-tagged 
moved almost constantly each 
summer between the Killey and 
Kenai rivers, and Kenai and Ski
lak lakes, the largest lakes in the 
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Kenai River drainage. up of a constantly shi,fting mix of 
"That area between the two fish. 

lakes is a major transportation Food, not surprisingly, appears 
corridor," Palmer said. "The pop- to motivate many moves. ' 
ulation is always in flux." "They're opportunistic crea-

Or, more specifically, radio- tures," Palmer said. "A lot of 
tagged fish at least 14 inches long these upper-river fish we find go 
are constantly in flux there. Less to the lower river below Skilak 
clear is where the smaller fish Lake" to feed. · 
concentrate, how they move or Gathering downstream from 
how many are in the Kenai. The the lake, they_ gorge on the eggs 
biologists say it is too dangerous of spawning red salmon in late 
to fish smaller than 14 inches to summer and early fall. Some of 
try to implant them with the two- the Dollies may feed there until 
inch radio transmitters. winter, but others start to move 

Thus, they are forced to de- toward spawning grounds by late 
pend on mature fish for all of August. 
their data. "They definitely don't spawn 

So far,· thos~ fish have helped ever year," Palmer said, but how 
identify the Dollies' major often they spawn and how many 
spawning areas and key feeding times tliey can spawn'before dy
arcas. But less important sp;:twn- ing remains unknown. 
ing grounds and feeding spots are The fish are thought to mature 
still being discovered across the at age 4 or s and live another six 
huge range of the Kenai Dolly or seven years at most. 
population. Their main predator appears 

Not counting the char. that to be eagles, said Palmer, who has 
went to sea and called Tustumena recovered. a few radio transmit
Lake home for a time, these fish ters from trees in the Kenai wa-
appear to range all the way from tershed. · 
the Snow River near Seward to 
11cavcr Creek ncar Soldotna. Palmer. \\:ho s~udi~d the move-

The fish spend mudl of their mc~ts _of Kenm ramh?w tr?ut 
summer roaming the big, rolling earher m the decade,_satd Dolhes 
Kenai River, but they spend ·some · are·. far: mpr~ co~~lj.cate~ ·crea-
time in tiny streams, too - par- tures. · . . · 
ticularly as spawning approaches But .these colorful, polka-dot-
in the fall. ted rel_tcs of. the Ice Ages _share 
. "They can travel through Ski- one thmg wtth the salmomds of 
lak Lake in a day easily if they the West Coast: They usu~IIY. re
want," Palmer said. "I think they turn to the streams of the1r blrth 
swim up (tributaries) as far as to spawn. · 
they want. In Copper Creek; On a t~y Quartz Cr~e~ tribu
(spawners) swim up until they tary,. a 20-~ch male .....,. h1s spots 
run out of water." glowmg pmk on a .dark green 

"It seems like they have a des- body - can .be seen moving to
tination," Larson said, "but they w~rd ~ sp~wning bed. He will 
don't necessarily stay." .spdl h1s mtlt over the eggs of a 

Populations that anglers con- hen and then drop back to Kenai 
sider stable based on good fishing Lake and probably farther down 
at certain times of year may not to Skilak Lake for the winter. 
be stable at all. From the work No one will see him go, but 
done by Palmer and Larson, it ap- Palmer and Larson will be track
pears those populations are made ing his every move. 
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Kachemak Bay designated 
NOAA research reserve 
BySHANALOSHBAUGH 
Peninsula Clarion 

The Kachemak Bay· National 
Estuarine Research Reserve is easier to 
explain than to pronounce. It's a project 
to send more federal science and educa
tion funding toward the southern Kenai 
Peninsula. 

The rich bay is about to join 22 other 
areas in a national network of study areas, 
organized by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and man
aged cooperatively by federal and state 
agencies. It will be the network's largest 
reserve. 

Private and governmental organiza
tions have worked on the project for sev
eral years. On Saturday they will mark 
their success with "A .. Commuqity 
Celebration for Wildlife· of. Sea· and 
Shore" in Homer. ·. 

Activities begin Friday evening from 5 
to 7 with a reception for artists at the 
Alaska Maritime Refuge Visitor Center, 
at 451 Sterling Highway. Works on dis
play will include murals and banners by 
Homer artists Conrad Field, Carla Stanley 
and Barbara Meyers, and the first Alaska 
exhibit of original seabird paintings by 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service artist Bob 
Hines. Refreshments will be served. 

More activities are planned for 
Saturday. 

The 220-foot survey vessel Rainier, 
used for NOAA research voyages, will 
visit the port of Homer and be open for 
public tours from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
ferry dock on the Homer Spit. 

The refuge visitor center will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. for family fun cel
ebrating National Wildlife Refuge Week. 
Kids can make bird feeders, play bird 

See .HOMER, beck ~ge 
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... Homer Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge 
which plans to build a new visitors center on 
adjacent property. At 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. natu
ralists will lead walks along the slough trail and 
at Bishop's Beach Park. The boardwallc dedi
cation is set for 4 p.m. at the park. 

dishes or salads to share . 
Julia Parrish, a University of Washington 

researcher, will give a keynote speech titled 
"Muddy Waters and Rosy Futures: Science, 
People and Resource Management." The Paul 
Banks Elementary School choir will provide 
entertainment. Other guests include Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game Commissioner 
Frank Rue, Homer author Nancy Lord and Jay 
Nelson, a special assistant to Gov. Tony 
Knowles. 

Continued from page A·1 

guessing games, become junior rangers or be 
photographed with Paul Puffin. All items in the 
center's gift shop will be on sale. 

A new boardwalk for interpretive nature 
walks at the Beluga Slough estuary also will be 
dedicated. The boardwalk belongs to the 

The official ceremony dedicating the 
research reserve begins at 5 p.m. at the Homer 
Elks Lodge at 215 W. Jenny Lane. A commu
nity potluck and celebration immediately fol
lows. Visitors are encouraged to bring side 
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Kachemak Bay becomes largest 
By JON LITTLE 
Daily News Peninsula Bureau 

SOLDOTNA - People who live 
near Kachemak Bay long have rel
ished its abundant wildlife, from 
mussel-munching sea otters to tide-

: pool starfiSh. After six years, a mixed 
· bag of conservationists, politi~ians 

and business people have convmced 
federal and state leaders that the bay 
really is something special. 

Today it will become Alaska's 
f'lrst- and the nation's largest- es
tuarine research reserve. 

The designation means at least 
three, and possibly more, state re
searchers will set up shop around 
Homer to catalog what's known 
about the complicated ecosystem 
and to study it further. 

"It's probably one of the best 
things to happen here in years," said 

U.S. estuarine research reserve 
Will Files, past president of the Cen
ter for Alaskan Coastal Studies. 
"When we started the process, we 
didn't know what the heck it was, but 
it's turning into a wonderful thing." 

At 365,000 acres, the Kachemak 
Bay National Estuarine Research 
Reserve starts at the bay's mouth 
near Anchor Point and includes all of 
its waters, as well as Kachemak Bay 
State Park. l. 

It will be the 23rd such reserve es
tablished in the United States since 
the 1972 passage of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act. 

"I'm not sure, but I think this (re
serve) contains more land-water 
mass than all the others put togeth
er," Files said. "I think the next 
biggest one is 170.000 acres some
whE-re." 

:\n estuary begins where fresh-

water streams meet tidal saltwater 
from the sea. 

Such places typically are loaded 
with wildlife, and Kachemak Bay is 
no exception, said Betsy Patry, a 
state habitat biologist involved in the 
creation of the reserve. 

"It is extremely biologically rich 
because it's got all those different 

Please see Pa~e D-3. KACHErfAK 
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KACHEMAK: Bay is designated as research reserve 
. Continued from Page 0 _1 ·1. arine research reserve sys

'----------'-----'·. tern, but state agencies oper
subsets of habitat types," 
Parry said. "It's got glacial 
rivers. it's got clear-water 
rivers, it's got an extensive 
salt marsh (at Fox River), it's 
got wonderful rocky inter
tidal habitat, it's got deep-wa
ter kelp." 

The National Oceanic and 
' Atmo;pheric Administration 
admiuisters the national estu-

ate each reserve. 
In this case, the state De

partment of Fish and Game 
will hire a reserve manager, 
research coordinator and ed
ucation coordinator and base 
them out of Homer. 

No new regulations are in
volved in the designation. 
Rather, the goetl is to learn as 
much as ilossible about the 
estuaries and make that in-

formation available to the 
public, Parry said. 

The reserve's first project, 
already under way, is the 
compilation of all the existing 
data on Kachemak Bay. Re
searchers from all over the 
world have studied the place, 
but often they take their re
sults home with them, Parry 
said. The reserve hopes to 
have the resulting data base 
on CD-ROM,.available via the 
Internet, by April 2000. 

A dedication ceremony at 
S p.m. today will cap a day
long combined celebration of 
National Wildlife Refuge . 
week and National Estuary 
Day in Homer. . 

The dedication ceremony · 
will be held at the Elks Club, . 
215 W. Jenny Lane. It will be 
followed by a potluck. 

:J Reporter Jon Little can be ; 
reached at jlittl60adn.com. 'I 
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'Alaska· science forwn 
· By; Carla Helfferich 

This colurrm is provided as a 
public service by the Geophysi
cal Institute, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, 'in cooperation with 
the UAF research community. 
Carla Helfferich is a science 
writer at the Institute. 

There I was, tagging along 
with the Arctic Research Com
mission on a tour behind the 
seenes of the new Seward Sea 
Life Center, when I encountered 
an unexpected chance to follow 
up on an earlier column. 

The center has handsome, in
formative displays and spectacu
lar deep tanks that give observ
ers a stunning view of some of 
Alaska's marine creatures. Puf_. 
fins and other seabirds paddle 
ahout and dive deep in.one huge 
tank while sea lions and harbor 
seals perfo~ underwater ballet 
in others, all - from surface to 
holtom - in full sight of en
thralled spectators. It's wonder
ful. 

But the Sea Life Center is a 
bit like the tundra swans that float 
elsewhere on Alaska's waters: 
The movement you can sec 
above the surface looks effort
Jess, but there's a lot of hard 
work going un beneath. Under
lying the public portion ()f the 
Sea Life Ccnh.:r is a spaceship's 
worth-eHtflf."su.pport systems and. 
a college's worth of laboratories. 
And in one of those labs, we 
found new Ph.D. George Divvky. 
hard at work. 

' 

Divoky's research in the Arc
lie on providing housing for 
black guillemots and !=hecking 
their home-turf loyalty, men
tioned in a column early this year, 
earned him a doctorate from the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
Now he's in Seward, construct
ing a new home for some rela
tives of his former subjects and 
checking on how different diets 
affect young seabirds' growth 
and heallh. 

Pigeon guillemots, his present 
study subjects, were apparently 
hit hard by the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. 'Their slow and only partial , 
recovery worries biologists; one • 
explanation suggests that some 
seabirds and mammals, such as 
sea lions, are suffering because 
they are eating less nutritious 
foods. Good food - that is, 
high-energy, fauy marine organ
isms - may be less readily avail
able than it was some years ago, 
for reasons still being debated. 
As this hypothesis has it, a lot of 
Alaska sea life is being forced to 
subsist on the oceanic equivalent 
of popcorn and soft drinks. 

So, to investigate this, Divoky 
has a flock of young pigeon 
guillemots growing up on con
trolled diels. 'The guillemots live 
in food-shipping buckets recycled 
from the Spring Creek prison on 
the other side of Resurrection 
.Bay (a very economical ploy). 
We tourists. watched while 
Divoky's student assistants 
proferrcd arrays of small fishes, 
sorted hy species, to the birdlets . 

. The food fishes are all imported 
from Outside (not so economi
cal). Seward's local fisherfolk 
have not yet caught on to the in
come possible from supplying 
specific baitfish to the denizens 
of the Sea Life Center. . : 
:.;The -young guillemots •could 

earn someone a profit all by 
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themselves, since they seem to 
be always hungry. Divoky 
showed us a guillemot chick, an 
indignant ball of black fluff that 
spent the whole time out of its 
bucket trying to ingest his thumb. 
He showed us an older bird, a 
fully feathered juvenile nearly 
ready to leave the nest; it tried to 
gape its bill around his whole 
hand, and protested its failure to 
do so by pooping mightily on his 
shoes. 

These pigeon guillemots are be
ing observed and measured while 
they grow. and perhaps their re
actions will help answer some of 
the questions now anoat in 
Alaska's seas. In autumn, the last 
one will leave its laboratory home. 

Some may return to found a 
new colony. The other part of 
Divoky's project was to build an
other residential development for 
guillemots, this one a kind of 
condominium. A muhi-family 
nest box now stands atop pan of 
an old seaway just offshore of 
the center. Thanks to Fairbanks' 
natural-sound recordist Kathy 
Turco. it sounds like home: a CD 
playing what Divoky calls 
··Greatest Hits or the Pigeon 
Guillemots" provides the right 
hackground babble. It has decoy 
pigeon guillemots standing 
guard; their fiberglass feathers 
and hi:H:k-and-white paint jobs 
were realistic enough lo confuse 
a few hungry ravens, though 
briefly, aod a distinguished orni
thologist r..o;n··califomia:'iOr"a""· 
bit longer. Maybe by spring, the 
manmade rookery will fool some 
real guillemots into moving in. 
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Sea Otters Corralled, Tested 
By Jody Seitz 
Alaska Coastal Currents 

On a calm cloudy day in 
early August, nine years after the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill, I caught a 
ride with local Cordova pilot, Pat 
Kearney. out to the RN 
Kittiwake. anchored just off the 
nonhern end of Knight Island. 
Researchers Jim Bodkin and 
Brenda Ballachey, of the U.S. 
Geological Survey, were wind
ing up their final fieldwork for 
the Nearshore Vertebrate 
Predator (NVP) project. 

The NVP project seeks to 
find out why some animals which 
live in the nearshore environ
ment, where most of the crude oil 
was stranded in 1989, are not 
recovering. Is it a lack of food or 
is oil pollution continuing to 
cause problems for sea otters in 
the spi II area? 

Ballachey and Bodkin were 
there to capture and release 25 
sea otters from nonhern Knight 
Island. To assess the health of the 
animals, researchers measure, 
weigh, and take blood samples. 
They compare the results of ani
mals from oiled areas with those 
from unoiled areas to help build a 
picture of recovery. 

A~ 
C.o~ 
c~ 

,_,_.IIIII_., ....... &al_..ll
and quiet. We could hear the 
trickle of water gently lapping 
against fucus, an eagle's occa
sional cry and the slight splash of 
small fish flipping on the water. 
We must have sounded like an 
invasion. Through all our whis
pers and efforts to move quietly, 
there was still the occasional 
clunk and radio call. 

The first ouer must have 
heard us coming and successfully 
evaded the dive team. However, 
about an hour later a loud shout 
echoed off the mountainsides. 
They'd found and captured a 
large male oner. 

The entire sampling effort 
took about half an hour with the 
sea otter anesthetized and sleep
ing. The ouer awakened within 
30 seconds after being given an 
antidote for the anesthesia and 

was immediately dropped back in 
the water. Seven pairs of eyes 
watched until he broke the sur-
face, periscoped and laid back, 
oner fashion, as though nothing 
had happened. 

Bodkin's first-hand imp-res
sion of the oner populations in 
the southwestern sound is that 
they're increasing. but he has no 
explanation for why they've not 
returned to northern Knight 
Island. 

Food doesn't appear to be a 
problem. Scientists with the NVP 
project say there are plenty of 
clams and mussels to support a 
larger population in Herring Bay. 
The long-term effect of chronic 
pollution on the animals and their 
population remains unknown. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova 
and also produces the Alaska 
Coastal Currents radio program. 
The series is sponsored by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council to provide information 
about restoration activities within 
the spill region. 
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Sea otters tested last year 
had elevated levels of 
cytochrome P450-l A. a sign of 
recent exposure (within two 
weeks) to crude oil or to organo
chlorines such as PCB's. "We're 
finding that animals in this area 
around nonhem Knight Island 
have higher levels of this enzyme 
than animals in a non-oiled refer
ence area down around 
Montague," Ballachey said. 

This year. Bal!achey and 
Bodkin tested specifically for 
evidence of PCB exposure. 

No one has yet posed a plau
sible explanation of why animals 
in the oiled western sound might 
show higher levels of PCB expo· 
sure than animals elsewhere in 
PWS. In recommendations to the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council, however. scientific peer 
reviewers have repeatedly 
emphasized the imponance of 
seuling the question. 

Kearney arrived back at the 
Kiuiwake and we loaded up a 
Boston Whaler with the dive gear 
and headed to Herring Bay, 
where he had spied a sleeping 
otter. This area was one of the 
hardest hit by the spill. In 1989, 
workers took out a total of 33 
dead se:1 otters. The most ouers 
Bodkin has counted here in the 
last four years is 17; the average 

is 7. 
Sea uners arc masters of elu· 

sian. To capture them, divers 
sneak up on them while they're 
sleeping. The divers are pro· 
pellcd through the water (James 
Bond-like) holding a motorized 
hasket-shaped trap with an open 
top. calkd a Wilson trap. They 
surprise the slecpmg sea otters 
from helow as the trap engulfs 

them. 
As the dive crew left in a 

Zodiac. Brenda and I seuled in 
l'or a long wait. It was Oat calm 
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Afognak Corp. sues 
Veco for site looting 
during spill cleanup 

ANCHORAGE {AP) - The 
Afognak Native Corp. has filed a 
federal lawsuit against Veco Inc. 
over some archaeological sites that 
were looted during the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill cleanup. 

The Native corporation said 
someonl.! dug up three ancient 
Koniag dwellings in a secluded 
hay on Afognak Island in the sum
mer of 1989. 

The corporation contends thl.! 
offender was a comrnen.:ial fish
erman hirl.!d hy Vcco to mop up 
oil in the arc:1. so it is suing the 
Anchurage-ha~ed Olllicld services 
company for $1.1 million to cover 
damage done to the sites ;md for 
lost ani facts. 

.. (Vcco) had a contr:u.:t that re
quired them to supervise the 
llect.' · Afognak· s :1ttomey. Russell 
Winna. tolu a fcdcr;ll wurt jury 
Monday. "They had full respon
sihility and ilulht,rity:· 

Vcco, however. contends that 
nohody suw :~nyone lake any ani
facts, nobody ®.5 admitted taking 
artif:~;.;ts, no artif:~cts huvc hccn 
found ami no criminal theft 
charges were filed. 

The only evidence linking the 
commercial fisherman to the loot
ing is that the fisherman's boat was 
in the area at the time the vandal
ism was discovered, according to 
Jack Miller, an auomey represent
ing Vcco. 

·'The case is based on innu
endo." Miller said. "It doesn't 
even rise to circumstantial. Some· 
one did some digging. Who did 
the digging? Nol:xxly knows." 

Winner told the jury that Veco 
had a contract with Euon to hire 
five fish seint:rs out of Kodiak to 
usc dipnet-; 10 scoop up oil. which 
had formed into globs. One of the 
ooal" was the Shearwater, owned 
by Joe M. Allen of Kodiak. 

On July 27. the Shearwater 
scparalcd from the n!hcr four ooats 
to work in a secluded hay. On the 
next d:1y. Euon inspcc!llrs arrived 
ut the hay and found "extensive 
!noting" at three sites on the shore. 
Crew mcmhcrs on the Shcarwatcr 
were questioned and said they 
didn't know anything and hadn't 
seen anything. The Shcarwatcr left 
ahruptly when an Exxon archae
ologist arrived at the site hy heli
copter. Winner said. 

Four days later. Exxlm staff 
stopped the boat and asked to 
board for an inspection. "Joe 
Allen said, 'No you can't. Talk to 
my attorney,"' Winner said. 

Veco had a contract that re
quired the company to supervise 
its subcontractors, Winner said. 

The artifacts lost were priceless, 
Winner said. An archaeologist 
hired by the Native corporation to 
assess the damage and loss placed 

See AFOGNAK, Page 2 



Afognak 
Continued from Page 1 

it at S 1.1 million, he said. 
The l()()(fd sites once were homes 

inhabited 500- to 700 years ago by 
the Koniag people. Their homes 
were large structures built with logs 
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and dug into the ground. The Koniag 
left behind sophisticated tools, art
work and pottery. he said. 

V eco auomey Miller said it's 
impossible to know who dug up 
the artifacts or when. However, 
Allen and his first mate will tes
tify under oath that it was not 
them, Miller said. 

"Boats were in and out of this 
area all the time," Miller said. 

Also. archaeological literature 
shows that two of the three sites 
were discovc:red after the Great 
Alaska Earthquake of 1964 and 

were found to be eroding. "What
ever was done here, it was not me 
first time these sites had been 
hunted," he said. 

Even if !he damage were pinned 
on one of !he five seine boats. Vec.o 
should not be liable for damage 
done to the sites because the boats 
Voco hired were subcontractoo and 
Veco was not directly responsible 
for all their actions, Miller said. 

Six jurors and two alternates 
were picked Monday to decide if 
Veco should pay. All eight will 

.,. ~ I f 

10 years after the Exxon Valdez 
spilled II million gallons of NOI1h 
Slope crude oil in Prince William 
Sound on March 24, 1989. 

Afognak Island is just north of 
Kodiak Island. Some of the oil was 
carried to its beaches by ocean cur
rents after the lanker piled up on a 
charted reef. . 

Euon initially was listed ~ a 
defendant in the case, but it settlec'c 
the claim in 1995 .. 
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What's needed to rein them in is some management and 
enforcement. 

The Cook Inlet Marine Mammal Council is a Native non
profit formed to represent Native hunters who live in area 
villages or who migrated to Anchorage from elsewhere. 
Project coordinator Dan Alex would like to see more hard 
facts about the beluga population. For instance, is it really 
being overharvested? (Even federal biologists admit it's 
·hard to get an accurate population estimate.) 

If the worst is true, then he and other Natives want to 
work w"ith federal officials on co-management of the re
source - and to set up and enforce harvest levels among 
hunters through the council. As he envisions it, area vil
lages could turn to a renegade hunter's tribal court to dis
cipline him or set up a tribal court like that found in Sitka, 
where local Natives regulate Native taking of sea otters. 

Among council members and in federal offices, several 
ideas about how to better protect Cook Inlet beluga whales 
are floating about. Now·is the time for the main players to 
put their heads together and to come up with a manage
ment plan that gives the federal government, Native 
hunters and the general public a better idea of what's hap
pening to Cook Inlet beluga whales - and how they can 
best be protected in the future. 
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Belugas 
Action must accompany concern 

If beluga whales are to keep plying Cook Inlet waters, 
then more people will have to show more concern for them 
-and to act on it. As it is, federal biologists and responsi
ble Native hunters are growing increasingly uneasy about 
the future of Inlet belugas. 

If federal estimates are correct, then it appears that the 
Inlet's beluga population has declined approximately 20 
percent in the last five years. If that's true and if the de
cline continues ·at its present rate, then belugas can't sus-
tain themselves. · 

That is unacceptable. 
Right now, two groups that have expressed the most 

concern about the belugas' health- federal biologists and 

While turning a 

subsistence hunt into an 

illegal commercial 
' 
endeavor is anathema 

to most hunters, it takes 

only a few rogues doing 

their dirty work to 

blacken everyone's 

name. 

track or even intensify, if need be. 

Native groups -
have a golden 
chance to work to
gether. · What's 
needed from them 
is a cooperative 
plan to better man
age the resource. 

"We are:on a fast 
track". to~ .. come up 
with sucfi· a plan, 
says biologist Bar
bara Mahoney with 
the National Ma
rine Fisheries Ser.: 
vice. To that end, a 
joint meeting was 
held last month. 
Those efforts 
should stay on 

Congress requires the service to monitor and ensure the 
health of marine mammals. Federal law also recognizes 
the importance of marine mammals to Native culture. To 
that end, lawmakers made room in the law for Native 
hunters to harvest mammals like belugas with few re- . 
strict ions. 

One big problem with hunts in Cook Inlet is that a hand
ful of hunters are irresponsible to the point of reckless
ness. Since their primary aim is to kill the cetaceans and 
sell the meat commercially, these are the ones who have 
turned beluga hunting into a job of sorts. . 

While turning a subsistence hunt into an illegal com
mercial endeavor is anathema to most hunters, it takes 
only a few rogues doing their dirty work to blacken every
one's name. 

.' 
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Veco faces·· 
lawsuit tied 
to oil spill 
By,NATALIE PHILLIPS 
Daily News reporter 

During the summer of the 1989 Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, someone apparently looted 
three ancient Koniag archaeological sites in a 
secluded- bay on Afognak Island. 

Afognak Native :Corp., -which owns the 
land, thinks- the culprit was a commercial 
fisherman who. .had been hired by Veco to 
mop up oil in the area. So .the Native corpora
tion is suing Veco Inc. for $1.1 million to cov~ 
er damage done·to the sites and for lost arti-
facts. · 

"(Veco) had a contract that required them 
to supervise the fleet," Afognak's attorney, 
Russell Winner, told a federal court jury 
Monday. "They had full responsibility and au-
thority." · .1 

Veco contends that nobody 'Sa.w anybody 
take any artifacts, nobody has admitted tak
ing artifacts, no artifacts have been located, 
and no criminal theft charges were filed 
against anyone. 

The only evidence linking the commercial 
fisherman tQ the looting is that the fisher-

Please see Page 8-3, VECO 



VECO: Company faces lawsuit stemming from Exxon Valdez oil spill 
I Continued from Page B-1 I 
man's boat was in the area at 
the time the vandalism was 
discovered, according to 
Jack Miller, an attorney rep
resenting Veco. 

"The case is based on in
nuendo," Miller said. "It 
doesn't even rise to circum
stantial." 

"Someone did some dig
ging," he added. "Who did the 
digging? Nobody knows." 

Six jurors and two alter
nates were picked Monday to 
decide if Veco should pay. All 
eight will deliberate if no one 
is excused before the close of 
trial, which is expected to last 
a week. The case is one of 
many remnants still linger
ing in court nearly 10 years 
after the Exxon Valdez 
spilled 11 million gallons of 
oil in Prince William Sound 
on March 24, 1989. Some of 
that oil was carried by cur- . 
rents to Afognak Island, 
which is just north of Kodiak 
Island. 

Exxon was initially listed 
as a defendant in the case. 
However, it settled the claim 
in 1995. 

Winner told the jury that 
Veco had a contract with 
Exxon to hire five fish sein
ers out of Kodiak to use dip
nets. to scoop up oil, which 
had formed into globs. One of 
the boats was the Shearwa
ter, owned by Joe M. Allen of 
Kodiak. 

On July 27, the Shearwa
ter separated from the other 
four boats to work in a se
cluded bay. On the next day, 
Exxon inspectors arrived at 
the bay and found "extensive 
looting" at three sites on the 
shore. Crew members on the 
Shearwater were questioned 
and said they didn't know 
anything and hadn't seen 
anything. The Shearwater 
left abruptly when an Exxon 
archaeologist arrived at the 
site by helicopter, Winner 
said. 

Four days later, Exxon 
staff stopped the boat and 

asked to board for an inspec
tion. "Joe Allen said, 'No you 
can't. Talk to my attorney,' " 
Winner said. 

Veco had a contract that 
required the company to su
pervise its subcontractors, 
Winner said. 

The artifacts lost were 
"priceless," Winner said. An 
archaeologist hired by the 
Native corporation to assess 
the damage and loss placed it 
at $1.1 million, Winner. said: 
The looted sites wen; once 
homes inhabited 500 to 700 
years ago by the Koniag peo
ple. Their homes were large 
structures built with logs and 
dug into the ground. The Ko
niag left behind "sophisticat
ed tools, artwork and pot
tery," he said. 

Veco attorney Miller said 
it's impossible to know who 
dug up the artifacts or when. 
Jlowever, Allen and his first 
mate will testify under oath 
that it was not them, Miller 
said. Allen couldn't be 
reached for comment Mon-

day. 
"Boats were in and out of 

this area ctll the time," Miller 
said. 

Also, archaeological litera
ture shows that two of the 
three sites were discovered 
after the 1964 . earthquake 
and were found to be eroding. 
"Whatever was done here, it 
was not the first time these 
sites had been hunted," he 
said. 

Even if the damage were 
pinned on one of the five 
seine boats, Miller said, Veco 
should not be liable for dam
age done to the sites because 
the boats Veco hired were 
subcontractors and Veco was 
not directly responsible for 
all their actions. 

Miller said it would be sim
ilar, for example, if his law 
firm sent its secretary to the 
courthouse to file something 
and she stopped and robbed a 
bank on the way. The law 
firm wouldn't be at fault be
cause it didn't benefit from 
the robbery. 

ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS 
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Court dates set for opening rounds in Exxon appeal' 
THE EXXON APPEAL takes another step toward 

resolution this month when briefings begin in the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco. Exxon Corp. 
has asked for a new trial. and will present its opening 
briefs Tuesday, Oct. 13, according to the Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill Litigation office. Plaintiffs' attorneys will give 
their reply Nov. 13, with Exxon's rebuttal set for Nov. 27. 
Oral arguments will be scheduled 
after the last set of briefings. Once 
oral arguments are complete, 
the justices typically issue a 
decision within three weeks, a 
court clerk told the Homer 
News earlier this year. The 
appeal on creation of the hal
ibut and blackcod IFQ fish
eries took nearly a year, however. 

THE POTENTIAL $5 BILLION SETTLEMENT 
is also closer after U.S. District Court Judge H. Russel 
Holland gave final approval to the distribution plan for 10 
affected commercial salmon fisheries and for Native sub
sistence fishermen. Holland earlier had given preliminary 
approval to the plans for all commercial salmon fisheries 
in Chignik, Kodiak, Cook Inlet and Prince William 
Sound. Fishermen with a claim should have received 
claim forms in the mail. The forms must be returned, and 
postmarked no later than Feb. I, 1999. to be eligible for a 
claim. For more information call (800) 397-7455. 

CRABBING CLOSED IN THE PRIBILOFS at 
noon Monday, with the fleet of 58 expected to take the full 
1.2 million pound quota of red and blue king crab. Fishing 
was about as expected, according to the Department of 
Fish and Game in Unalaska, whereas it was slow in the St. 
Matthews Island blue king crab fishery. There, 128 boats 
caught just 2.8 million pounds, far below the 3.9 million 
pound quota. That fishery was whistled to a close last 
Saturday at noon, just five days after it opened. The flet~t 

struck for one day after processors offered prices 60 to 90 
cents less per pound than last year, according to the Dutch 
Harbor Fisherman. Fishermen agreed to fish again when 
the price of Pribilof red king crab rose to $2.40, up from 
the first offers of $2.15. 

THE HOMER CRABBER KUSTATAN is expect
ed back in the Homer Harbor tonight or tomorrow with a 
load of red king crab, accm:ding to local processor Doug 

Joel Gay 

Stuart, owner of 
His Catch. The 
crab will be 
available either 
live and kicking 
or cooked.. No 
price had been 

set as of yesterday 
afternoon. but Stuart said it would be a good deal for king 
crab connoisseurs. For information, call His Catch at 
235-7101. 

HALIBUT FISHERMEN ARE LOOKING 
AHEAD, hoping-to be prepared when halibut fanns start 
putting the same pressure on the longline business that 
salmon fanns have exerted on wild salmon fishermen. 
Monday marks the first meeting of the Pacific Halibut 
Council, a group of fishermen from the United States and 
Canada. On the agenda are presentations by Bruce 
Leaman, executive director of the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission, and John Forster, the consultant 
hired by the state of Alaska to prepare a report on the sta
tus of halibut farming. Though Forster's report is not yet 
final, he is expected to reveal some of his findings, 
according to the Pacific Halibut Council. Also on tap for 
the meeting are panel discussions on marketing and orga
nization. "The outcome of the day will be a clearer vision 
of how to fund and sustain a campaign to get Americans 
asking for wild, all-natural Pacific halibut by name," the 
group said. The meeting runs all day at SeaTac 

Doubletree Hotel. 

THE MEETING COINCIDES WITH the annual 
joint meeting of the International Pacific Halibut 
Commission and the North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council, which is scheduled for Tuesday at the 
Doubletree Hotel. On the agenda are reviews of numer
ous programs - bycatch reduction. charterboat manage
ment, subsistence, and IFQ and CDQ fisheries. 

HOMER PROCESSOR MIKE BROOKS helped 
round up 60,000 pounds of salmon as part of a relief 
effort for Interior dog mushers. Due to the disastrously 
low chum returns on the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers, 
many dog team operators were nervous about having 
enough food for their teams to get through the winter. 
Brooks. working in concert with the Valdez Fisheries , 
Development Association in "Operation Salmon Run,"• ··· 
got donations of salmon that were not fit for human con-· 
sumption and arranged for their transportation to For.t· ~
Wainwright. A group called People for the Emergency·· 
Preparedness Planning for Animals in_f.laska will make 
sure the fish get into the dogs' bowls. · · 

A GROUP OF GERMAN TOURISTS nervous::-;; 
about missing their flight from Kodiak to Anchorage ·. 
back home set off their EPIRB, apparently figuring the 
Coast Guard would take them back to town. Wrong. 
According to the Kodiak Daily Mirror, the Coa.c;t Guard 
picked up the signal last week from a beach on Afognak 
Island and dispatched at H-60 helicopter. When the chop
per lowered a rescue swimmer to the three men on 
Danger Bay, the tourists said their charter airplane had 
failed to come on time so they set off the locator beacon. 
The helicopter crew left them there. 'That was an inap
propriate use of the EPIRB," Petty Officer George 
Keaney told the paper. "When one of those things goes 
off, it really gets us scrambling. but we can't pick some-
one up if they're not in trouble." · 
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SealHe Center hires external affairs coordinator 
The Alaska SeaLife Center has hired Maureen Sims as external 

affairs coordinator. She' 11 oversee marketing, development and 
'public relations. She'll serve as lead grant writer, and as liaison 
betWeen the center and its board of governors. 

Sims prepared the environmental impact statement for the 
SeaLife Center when she worked as project manager for Leif
Selkregg Associates. She has also worked as consultant on the 
$1;1-8 million New Seattle Aquarium, and project coordinator for a 

'~".:$200 million pipeline project in Washington. She provided analysis 
' a&:i lss.essment of environmental issues for the $28 million Kodiak 

launch complex. 
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SeaLife grants available for fourth-grade classes 
By MATTHEW PETERS 

Peninsula Clarion 

Jerry S. Dixon, a Quest teacher for Kenai 
Peninsula Borough School District, has 
received an M.R. Robinson grant which will 
allow the district's fourth-graders to visit the 
Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward. 

In 1997, Dixon, who teaches gifted and tal
ented youth, was named Alaska's Christa 
McAuliffe Fellow award, an honor given to 
teachers for innovative projects. The program 
is in memory of the teacher who perished in 
the Challenger Space Shuttle disaster. 

Dixon received the award for creating a 
series of links to the ASLC's Web page. The 
Christa McAuliffe Fellowship rewarded Dixon 
by sending him to aquariums across the coun
try. 

"On my trip I learned that each aquarium 

was targeted at a specific grade," Dixon said. 
His travels led him to identify the peninsu

la's fourth-graders as the group that could ben
efit the most from the ASLC. 

Now Dixon was faced with the question of 
how to get the fourth-graders to the aquarium. 
It was then that he developed the North Pacific 
Project. Dixon began writing a series of grants 
that would fund the project. 

Dixon's hard work paid off when he 
received a grant from the M.R. Robinson 
Foundation. The grant will pay $200 per class 
for up to 20 district fourth-grade classes. There 
are curretltly 40 eligible classes for the money 
and Dixon says funds will be distributed on a 
first come, first serve basis. . 

'This will be something of an incentive to 
the borough's teachers," he said. "It's not the 
full amount, but it's a start." 

Dixon said he hopes the money will moti• 

vate classes to do some fund-raising of their 
own. 

According to Dixon, fund-raisers such as 
bake sales and car washes could effectively 
generate the difference. · 

'The important thing i~. that people. know 
ev.ery penny is going tpJhe students." DiX!JD 
satd. · : · . · 

He said established procedures had been. 
laid out for classes wishing to attain the grant , 
money. Reservations need to be made for field 
trips that would occur between Oct. 12 and 
Dec. 11. 

Teachers also will be expected to assign stu
dents pre- and post-visit tests or write a one
page review of what was learned and experi
enced during their visit. 

'There's more money out there," Dixon 
said. "All we have to do is meet certain guide
lines to get it." 
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Environmentalists accuse watchdog 
group of .favoring oil industry 

KENAI (AP) - A Homer-based environmental 
group has asked the federal government to end its 
contract with an organization that monitors Cook 
Inlet's oil tankers. 

Cook Inlet Keeper says the Cook Inlet Regional 
Citizens Advisory Council has close ties with the oil 
industry and hasn't challenged it on environmental 
issues. It also claims the council has discouraged the 
public from getting involved in council matters. 

For those reasons, Cook Inlet Keeper has asked 
the U.S. Coast Guard to deny the council's annual 
recertification, expected in November. 

"CIRCAC calls itself a watchdog. but I can't 
remember a time in recent history where it stood up 
to industry and took a different position,'' said Bob 
Shavelson, executive director of Cook Inlet Keeper. 

The council, based in Kenai. is the sister to th~ 
Prince William Sound.Regio_nal Citizens,Advisory 
Council. Both groups were established by ·Con· 
gress in the months following the 1989 Exxon 
Valdez. oil spill. 

The councils are charged with gauging the oil 
industry's environmenlal legacy and helping the in
dustry develop oil spill re5poose strategies. Each roun
cil is funded by oil companies that operate in Alaska. 

Cook Inlet Keeper based its appeal on leaked 
drafts of a letter from the Cook Inlet council's 
previous director, Bryan Mac Lean, to the Coast 
Guard. The letter was written in May, just after 

Mac Lean was asked to resign. 
In the letter, Mac Lean called for an independent 

audit of the council and said nothing less than a 
major restructuring would cure the council's woes. 

That version of Mac Lean's letter was not sent 
to the Coast Guard. Instead, his signature is on a 
leuer dated April 27 that says .the council is on 
track and seeks recertification. 

Advisory council staffers say the possibility of 
legal action prevents them from discussing the let· 
ter and Mac Lean's rocky five-month tenure. 

But council staffers did respond to some of Cook 
Inlet Keeper's charges. For example, the Cook Inlet 
council's role is one of close, constant engagement 
with industry, not public bomb-throwing, according 
to Jim Carter, interim director o(the council.· · 

Carter aiso said Shaveison may. be missing ari 
important point CIRCAC isn't'an~enVirorimentai·· · 
group. Rather, it's designed to bring together di
verse opinions, in an effort to reach compromise. 

Environmentalists long have been frustrated by 
the council, and some have called for a boycott. 
said James Hornaday, a Homer attorney nominated 
by the Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies to repre
sent environmental interests. 

Hornaday is among those trying to convince the 
Coast Guard. the oil industry and other board mem
bers that tanker escort vessels are needed in Cook 
Inlet. 



Cook Inlet 
belugas 
declining 
Hunters may be killing 
too many, experts say 
By NATALIE PHILLIPS 
Daily News reporter 

The Cook Inlet beluga whale population 
has dropped dramatically in the past five 
years and might be headed for protection as a 
threatened species under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

The population has declined about 20 per
cent, from an estimated 1,000 whales to 800-
perhaps fewer. The biggest toll has been the 
SO to 70 whales harvested or shot but lost each 
summer by Native hunters, the numbers 
they've gathered show. 

Biologists and some Native hunters are 
alrumed for three reasons: Belugas are slow tore
produce; no hunting management plan is in place; 
and an uqknown number of whales are shot hut 
then disappear into the Inlet's murky water. 

Other hunters acknowledge that the num
ber of belugas is declining, but say the govern
ment's census numbers are suspect and emer
gency measures aren't necessary. 

Please see Back Page, WHALES 
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Native hunters from Anchorage squeeze off a shot at a beluga whale that they 
separated from a pod at the mouth of the Susitna River in May 1994. 

Alaska's 
belugas 
• Size: Adults average 12-
13 feet and about 3.000 
pounds. AI birih they're 5 
feet long and 1 00 pounds, 

• Body: Stocky with small 
rounded head and more 
than 40 ivory Ieeth. 

• Color: Dark gray at birth, 
turning completely white by 
5 to 6 years old. 

• Life span: Sexually mature 
at 5 to 8 years. Live 35 
years or longer. 

• Population: An estimated 
70.000 worldwide. with 
25.000 in the Bering Sea 

• Dorsal !in: No dorsal fin : · '-
but a narrow dorsal ridge 
along its back. 

• Behavior: Gregarious. 
Pods of more than 1,000 
whales have been reported. 
although groups of several 
dozen or fewer are more 
common. Slow swimmers. 
they often roll casually at 
fhe surface, They d1ve up 
to 1 00 feet and stay under 
up to five minutes. 

• Food: Prey includes 
f1sh. crabs and clams. 

and perhaps 
800 in Cook Inlet. 
Alaska Natives harvest be
tween 200 and 300 annual
ly. Coastal and river devel
opment, pollution and fish
ing pose threats. 

• Natural enemies: Polar 
bears and killer whales. 
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Continued from Page A-1 ·I 
Alaska is home to an estimated 

45,000 belugas. Only the Cook Inlet 
population, which is genetically dif
ferent from the belugas found in 
Western Alaska and on the Arctic 
coast, is declining. 

In mid-November, both the Alas
ka Beluga Whale Committee, which 
promotes responsible hunting of 
belugas, and the Alaska Regional 
Scientific Review Group, which pro
vides scientific advice to federal 
wildlife and fisheries officials, will 
hold back-to-back meetings in An
chorage to discuss a management 
plan to save Cook Inlet's whales. 

"We are on a fast track," said 
Barbara Mahoney, a biologist with 
the National Marine Fisheries Ser
vice in Alaska. 

Something has to change before 
the start of next year's hunting sea
son in June. said Ross Schaeffer, 
chairman of the Alaska Beluga 
Whale Committee. 

The worst-case scenario would be 
if the whales end up designated "de
pleted" under the Marine Mammal 
Pmtection t\ct, Schaeffer said. "We 
wouldn't he ahlc to hunt them and it 
would affect development and in
dustry in the Inlet." 

Instead. the Alaska Beluga Whale 
Committee plans to draft a co-man
agement plan in the hope that the 
government will list the Inlet whales 
as a "threatened species," allowing 
limited hunts. While such a manage
ment plan would have "teeth," he 
said, industry and development in 
the Inlet would not be effected. 

As the committee develops a 
management plan, NMFS biologists 
are working to determine whether 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
or the Endangered Species Act 
should be used to regulate the har
vest of Cook Inlet belugas. 

The Alaska Regional Scientific 
Review Group also finds the census 
numbers alarming. 

"It is critical ... that the number 
of belugas being killed by hunters in 
Cook Inlet is reduced substantially, 
and soon," Lloyd Lowery, chairman 
of review group, wrote in a letter 
outlining the group's concerns. 

"The Cook Inlet beluga situation 
is one of. the most pressing conser
vation issues facing Alaska marine 
mammals at this time," he added. 
"We think that the population may 
soon qualify for a protective listing 
under Endangered Species Act or 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 
provisions. If this happens it will be 
the first instance we are aware of in 
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which Alaska Natives have overharvested a ma-
rine mammal stock" .. 

. Lee Stephan, chairman of Coofc;}Inlet Marine 
Mammal Council, disagrees. The council was re
cently formed to represent Cook Inlet Natives on 
marine-mammal issues. 

"We are in trouble with them, but nobody 
needs to get as excited as they are," Stephan said. 
He opposes listing the beluga as a threatened 
species. Stephan said the local hunters can take 
care of the problem. . 

"We're talking to people in the Bethel and 
Kotzebue areas trying to find an alternative 
source for beluga and get it shipped here for peo
ple who need it," he said. 

Local hunters have also identified a few 
hunters who are taking more than they need and 
selling the meat, he said. "We're working on 
them. We're trying to get ahold of their families." 

The 1972 Marine Mammal Protection Act al
lows Alaska Natives living in coastal areas to 
hunt a variety of sea mammals, including belu
gas, so long as the mammals are not taken in a 
wasteful manner. There are no limits, quotas, 
guidelines or requiremen~ that Na~.i~ P..V.~ in the 
area they hunt. Under the law, the Hunters may 
sell a portion of their meat to other Natives. 

That same act requires the National Marine 
Fisheries Service to come up with population es
timates for most species of sea mammals and to 
determine if they are healthy. 

Mahoney said the draft 1997 s_tock .assessme~t 
report, which will be released m th1s fall, esti-
mates the 1997 population at 834. ' 

Population figures collected this summer are 
still being analyzed. However, preliminary num
bers in a NMFS report suggests that the numbers 
may have dipped lower this year. 

Five years ago, lit~le was known t;'bout ~ook In
let's beluga populatiOn. Through mtens1ve sur
veying and interviews with hunters over the past 
few years, the declining tre':ld was documented. 

Although belugas are still somewhat a r:tYs
tery scientists have discovered many thmgs 
abo~t the playful whales. They believe they have 
the most advanced sonar of any sea mammal. 



They also are the only whales tha~ 
shed their outer layer of skin each 
summer. They have jaws filled 
with ivory teeth and travel in large 
groups. While they often live to be 
35 years old, they don't start repro
ducing until they are 5 to 8 years 
old and produce only one calf 
every two years or so. 

Five distinct groups of belugas· · 
are found off Alaska's coasts, with 
the Cook Inlet belugas believed to 
be unique. Some scientists think ·. 
they stayed behind at the end of 
the last Ice Age 10,000 years ago 
when other belugas left. for the 
Arctic. The nearest other belugas 
appear to be in Bristol Bay. 

Dena'ina villagers along Cook 
Inlet have a long history of hunting 
belugas. But it's not just the De
ml'ina anymore. 

Native hunters now include 
Yupik and Inupiat Eskimos who 
grew up in coastal ~illages hunting 
belugas and otherj marine mam
mals. Some have relocated to An
chorage over the years; others 
hunt when they are in town. 

"We have too many guys saying, 
'Come on over,' then taking them 
out," said Schaeffer, who said he 
recently stopped hunting the Cook 
Inlet belugas because he wanted to 
set an example. "We need to get the 
word out to just take one beluga for 
their own use." : 

Magnifying the problem, Schaef
fer said, are a few hunters who take 
whales and then sell them for income. 

"It happens," Schaeffer said. 
"But most people don't overdo it. 
They sell only what they need for 
some gas money for their boat." 

Designing a management plan 
and enforcing it will be difficult, 
Schaeffer conceded. There is no 
one organization that all Cook Inlet 
hunters belong to. 
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"One of the t:hi.qgs I realized very 
quickly is that tribes and IRA gov
ernments need to be involved," Sella-: 
effer said. But not just the tribes in 
the Cook Inlet area, it will take a con
sensus of tribes across the state. 

The plan Schaeffer envisions 
would set a quota at 20 Cook Inlet 
belugas a year, prohibit killing fe- · 
males with young, and prohibit 
hunting in late June and early July 
when the whales are calving. 

Native hunters with rifles typi
cally use small skiffs to hunt belu
gas along upper Cook Inlet's 
shores. Once a whale·has been shot, 
hunters follow ~t and.· harpoon it. 
Empty plastic JUgs. or buoys are 
roped to the harpoon as floats. Af
ter a whale has been harpooned, 
the hunter follows the jugs to keep 

from losing the animal. · 
The·::wha).es are butchered at camps· 8long ·.the 

banks, and slabs of meat, blubber and muktuk, a com
bination of fat and skin, are taken home in coolers. 

In 1996, the Cook Inlet Marine Mammals Coun
cil reported that for every beluga landed, one or 
two were shot but not retrieved. Some Native 
hunters say those estimates are high. 

Restricting hunting to shallow waters might help 
reduce the loss rate, Schaeffer said It is easy to fol
low an injured whale in shallow water because the 
whale creates a wave, called a kuvluniq, he 'said. 

Schaeffer said there is also talk of hiring one 
or two hunters as monitors and the best monitors 

• might be the hunters suspected of taking the 
whales for income. · 

"That way they will have a job rather than use 
the belugas for•money," Schaeffer said. 

0 Reporter Natalie Phillips can be reached at 
nphillips@adn.com. 
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Inlet watchdogs 
accused of bias 
Monitors favor industry, group says 
By JON LITTLE 
Daily New!l Peninsula Bureau 

KENAI. ·A Horner-based 
environmental group has 
asked • the .. f~deral govern
ment to . or~~k. its contract 
with an organization that 
monitors Cook Inlet's oil 
tankers. 

Cook Inlet Keeper says 
the Cook Inlet Regional Citi
zens Advisory Council has 
close tics wit'h the oil indus
try and hasn't challenged it 
on environmental issues·. If 
also claims the council has 
discouraged the public from 
getting invoived in council 
matters. 

For those reasons, Keeper 
officials . have formally 
asked the U.S. Coast Guard 
to deny the council's annual 
recertification, expected in 
November. 

CIRCAC, based .in Kenai, 
is the sister to the Prince 
William Sound Regional Cit-

izens Advisory Council. 
Both groups were estab
lished by Congress in the 
months following the 1989 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

Each council is funded by 
oil companies that operate 
in Alaska. CIRCAC operates 
on a budget of $600,000 a 
year, about a quarter of the 
$2.1 million budget of the 
Prince William Sound coun
cil. 

Cook Inlet Keeper based 
its appeal on leaked drafts 
of a scathing letter from the 
council's previous director, 
Bryan Mac Lean, written in 
May - just after Mac Lean 
was asked to resign. 

'!The general public has 
little or no conception of 
what the Cook -Inlet RCAC 
is, does, or how it operates,''•• 
Mac Lean wrote in a typo-

Please see Page B-2, 
COOK INLET 
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COOK INLET: Watchdog group claims monito·r is bia~ed 
I Continued from Page B-1 I 
filled draft to the U.S. Coast 
Guard. "Regualtory Lsic] 
agencies view the Cook Inlet 
RCAC as a potential player 
whose lack of consistency 
compromises its credibility. 
Industry genreally [sic] 
views the Cook Inlet RCAC 
as a social a tax [sic) that 
must be paid in order to con
duct business in the Cook In
let." 

Nothing less than major 
restructuring will cure the 
council's woes, he conclud
ed, calling for a.n indepen
dent audit. That version of 
Mac Lean's letter was not 
sent to the Coast Guard. In
stead, his signature is on a 
letter dated April 27 that 
says the council is on track 
and seeks recertification. 

Advisory council staffers 
say the possibility of legal 
action prevents them from 
discussing the letter and 
Mac Lean's rocky five
month tenure. Mac Lean did 
not return telephone re
quests for an interview. 

But council staffers did 
respond to some of Keeper's 
charges. For example, CIR
CAC's role is one of close, 
constant engagement with 
industry, not public bomb
throwing, according to coun-

cil interim director, Jim 
Carter of Kenai, and others. 

Council officials say the 
organization has quietly 
amassed several successes 
during the 1990s. Among 
them: A computerized oil
spill trajectory model that 
predicts the effects of tides 
and winds; research into 
oil's effect on the ecosys
tem; the establishment of 
winter safety rules for 
tankers entering the Inlet; 
and ongoing studies about 
winter oil spills. 

The Cook Inlet council 
has a full-time staff of four 
that supports a volunteer 
panel of 13. 

The volunteers are sup
posed to represent groups 
that have a stake in the In
let's health, such as fisher
men, villages, environmen
talists and the oil industry. 
Its twofold charge is to 
gauge the oil industry's en
vironmental legacy and to 
help the industry develop oil 
spill response strategies. 

"CIRCAC calls itself a 
watchdog, but I ·can't re
member a time in recent his
tory where it stood up to in
dustry and took a different 
position," said Bob Shavel
son, tht: Keeper's executive 
director. "Right now you've 
got the Prince William 

Sound RCAC taking a visible 
stand on dispersants that's 
contrary to industry. You 
never see that from CIR
CAC. It's disheartening." 

The council's interim di
rector, Jim Carter of Kenai, 
dismisses Shavelson as a 
voice in the wilderness. A 
score of letters supporting 
recertification have arrived 
from cities, villages and cor
porations, he said. 

"I don't know of any other 
group that we're being criti
.cized by, not a single other 
group," Carter said. 

Council members and 
Carter also said Shavelson 
may be missing an impor
tant point. CIRCAC isn't an 
environmental group, they 
say. It's designed to bring a 
lot of opinions together, in 
the hope that some kind of 
compromise will emerge. 

"Boy, I'd have to say 
there's lots of viewpoints 
there," said Phil Squires, a 
Cook Inlet commercial fish
erman who leads CIRCAC's 
environmental monitoring 
subcommittee. "The organi
zation Works rather well. It's 
rather slow at times." 

Squires also is president 
of United Cook Inlet Drift 
Association, which advo
cates for the Inlet drift gill
net fishing fleet. He com-

pared Cook Inlet Keeper to 
UCIDA, saying both groups 
are agenda-based.· ·~You 
have to realize it's only one 
perspective and the Region
al Citizens Advisory Coun• 
cil, by design, represents all 
viewpoints," he said. 

Environmentalists long 
have been frustrated by the 
council, and some have 
called for a boycott, said 
James Hornaday, a Homer 
attorney nominated by the 
Center for Alaskan Coastal 
Studies to represent envi
ronmental interests. 

Hornaday is the latest en
vironmental representative 
trying to convince the Coast 
Guard, the oil industry and 
other board members that · 
tanker escort vessels are 
needed in Cook Inlet. Envi
ronmental groups should 
keep plugging away and not 
back off, he said. 

Carter acknowledged 
Shavelson may have a point 
that CIRCAC has fallen out 
of the public's mind. He said 
he's seeking money from the 
industry to create a new 
public relations position. "A 
lot of people don't knpw 
.what's happening," he said. 
"It's a true statement. We 
have to get the viliages up to 
speed on what's being done 
by CIRCAC." 
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to study:~loca·J.;historY:·: 
BY AMY STEFFIAN 
Special to the Mirror 

Years ago, Debbie Staggs 
made a list of the adven
tures she hoped to complete 
in her lifetime. One of her 
dreams was to participate in 
an archaeological dig. But 
opportunities to unearth the 
past proved hard to find. 
Once, she cried to volunteer 
on a dig. but the project 
wouldn't accept her without 
previous archaeological ex
perience. She wondered if 
she would ever get the 
chance to dig. 

Through the Alutiiq Mu
seum Community Archaeol
ogy Program. Dehbie found 
her opportunity over the sum
mer. For six weeks she and 
four other Kodiak College 
students helped to complete 
a sizable excav~tion at 
Zaimka Mound. A short 
humpy drive from Kodiak, 
1his prchistoric··camp site lies 
111 a meadow on the shore of 
Womcns Bay. The project 
was unusual in that students 
and volunteers outnumhercd 
archaeologists 

The goal of the program is 
to provide the community 
with hands on experience in 
archaeology. The museum 
believes this increases aware
ness of Alutiiq culture and 
helps to preserve Kodiak's 
remarkable sites. People who 
have the opportunity to do 
scientific archaeology seldom 
vandalize site~ .Jll~x.-·also 
gain an appreciation· for. what 
it takes to live a subsistence 
lifestyle in an environment 
like Kodiak. 

With help from Kodiak 
College, students received 
one hour of college credit for 
every 40 hours of field work 
participation. The course re
quirements were simple -
participate cheerfully in ev
ery aspect of the excavation, 
from bucket hauling to three 
dimensional mapping, and 
keep a detailed field journal. 

With shovels in hand. Rick 
Langfitt, . Tim LeDoux, 

Debbie ··Staggs, Sarah 
Waddell~ and Bill Watson
broke through the grassy sod 
to reveal layer upon layer of 
ancient garbage. In the (irst 
two hours, they progressed 
back nearly 3,000 years; ex
posing a black soil rich with 
charcoal from ancient camp 
fires. Substituting trowels and 
dust pans for shovels,.the stu
dents learned to carefully 
scrape away each prehistoric 
layer and identify artifacts. In 
just nineteen days, their 
hand-dug hole was nineteen 
feet square and over five feet 
deep. 

Any· glamorous image of 
archaeology evaporated 
quickly. Students in muddy 
rain gear washed every scoop 
of dirt through l/4 inch 
screens to pick out small 
chips of stone led by Native 
tool makers. Others kneeled 
in their excavation squares 
meticulously uncovering the 
rocks used to weigh down a 
tent, or worked with tape 
measures to record the posi
tions of post holes. Some day 
finds were sparse. On others, 
"points and cool artifacts of 
all kinds seem to come out 
everywhere," noted Tim 
LeDoux. In the end, the stu· 
dents learned that archaeol· 
ogy is more than finding arti
facts. It's back breaking wort 
that involves careful docu
mentation and lots of debate. 
In his field notebook, Bill 
Watson wrote • .':.Des~ Jbo: 
sore muscles and stiff joints : 
.. this dig was a lot of fun 
and l learned so much that I 
want to learn more." 

Kodiak College and the 
Alutiiq Museum hope to con
tinue the Community Archae
ology Program in 1999. In the 
spring, Stcffian will offer 
Fundamentals of Archaeol· 
ogy, a three credi~ college 
course and plans are under
way for a summer excavation 
It will be open to everyone 
who would like to rulfill that 
secret dream, college credit. 
or just for fun. 



THE PENINSULA CLARION SEPTEMBER 27, 1998 

Youth Area Watch shows work to world via the web 
Edltor'a note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground In Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearty 11 million gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
Iince told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee 
Coundl Is providing this column focuslng on the ongoing 
recovery within the spiU region. 

By JODY SErTZ 

Each year for the last couple of years, 25 to 30 
high school students in the . Chugach and Cordova 
school districts have had the rare opportunity to work 
with scientists as they conduct research in the field. 
The program, sponsored by the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council, is called the Youth Area 
Watch. 

Students from remote settings get hands-on expe
rience in some highly technical and specialized fields 
- such as oceanography, marine mammal ecology, 
physiology, biochemistry and marine ecology. The 
students have collected mussels for pristane analysis, 
tracked ocean temperatures and salinity near their. 
communities, monitored the weather, and received 
ttaining in the biological sampling of harbor seals 
taken for subsistence. 

Now anyone who has access to the worldwide web 
can find out about the Youth Area Watch and follow 
tbe students' monitoring and stewardship efforts. 
~er Childress 8Dd Joshua IWllead the project 

:~. ~ Olugach Sdlool District.. 'Ibey decided that 
,:~.~ ... • •' •• • , I 

0 
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the students needed a 
web page. 

"We thought it'd 
be a cool thing to do 
with the students. It's 
a part of our stan-
dards, so it's a good "'-'-•_,........,. .. __ ,,.. 
way to give them the 
chance to do their 
schoolwork and be part of the extracurricular things 
as well," said Childress. 

Last year, the Chugach School District gave up 
credits and grades in favor of a set of 12 standards in 
10 different subject areas. The students have to 
demonstrate a certain level of proficiency in the skills 
required in each standard in order to graduate. The 
first students graduated under the new curriculum this 
past May. 

This web bomepage links to pages written by the 
students at all the sites where the Youth Area Watch 
exists: from Valdez and Cordova, to Whittier,. 
Chenega Bay, and Tatitlek. Although not all the sites 
have access to the internet as yet, students still 
receive disk updates of the page periodically through 
the district. 

With the new road going in to Whittier, students 
there became concerned about possible effects on a 
nearby kittiwake colony. They're monitoring the 
colony and posting their baseline data on the web. 
The students can also now examine each other's 
weather data and oceanographic data to compare con-

ditions across the sound. 
Students in Seward and Cordova conducted beach 

cleanups and recorded what they found. Seward stu
dents also worked with the National Park Service to 
study murre carcasses collected after a large die-off 
there earlier this year. Valdez students worked on 
restoring an old cemetery. 

Childress and Hall are proud of the students and 
the work they do. They see the web as a great oppor
tunity to share the program idea with teachers. 

""It doesn"t seem like anything like this (Youth 
Area Watch) is happening anywhere that we've heard 
of. So it's really neat to have this on there for people 
to see that this is happening. Maybe this will give 
people ideas of things they can do with students. Any 
school could do a restoration project anywhere if they 
wanted to, or find scientists to work with," said 
Childress." 

"It's neat to offer this as a way to give students the 
opportunity for technology training. We can bring the 
students in here and they can work on and publish a 
finished product. 

"Tius is very real. People all over the world can 
look at it. They do some great things with the youth 
area watch and it's a great opportunity to show the 
world what they do," said Hall. 

Look up the youth .aiea watch at: 
H'ITP/IWWW.MICRONET.NET/USERS/-YAW. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also products the 
Ala.ska Coastal Curnnts radio program. 
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Trustee Council meets Tuesday In Anchorage 
The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council will meet Tuesday in 

Juneau to discuss potential uses for the $140 million Restoratiqn 
Reserve. The Trustee Council is expected to name new members to 
the 17-member Public Advisory Group. 

The Restoration Reserve is the savings account set aside by the 
Trustee Council to fund restoration activities in the spill region. Public 
comment on the issue bas been solicited for the past year. While con
sidering the issue, the council is not expected to take action on the 
reserve in Tuesday's meeting. 

The Public Advisory Group advises the Trustee Council on deci
sions related to planning, allocation of funds, evaluation of programs, 
injury assessment and restoration. Members are named to two-year 
terms. 

The meeting wiU be held in the Juneau Federal Building and will 
be teleconferenc.ed in Anchorage at 645 G Street in the fourth floor 
conference room. Public comment will begin at 10:30 a.m. For more 
information, call Rebecca at 278-8012. 
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State cod quotas filling fast everywhere but here 
PACIFIC COD SEASON CONTINUES in state 

waters, and while the fishery is going great guns in Kodiak 
and the quotas for both pot and jig fishermen already are 
filled in Chignik and along the Alaska Peninsula. hardly 
anyone is fishing in lower Cook Inlet. Cod fishermen in 
Homer say the fish haven't schooled up or they're too 
scattered, the markets are too soft because of ongoing 
problems in Asia, and the weather has 
been uncooperative. As a result, the 
catch to date is just 410,000 pounds, 
far below the quota of 2.4 mil
lion, said Charlie Trowbridge, 
who manages the fishery for 
the Department of Fish and 
Game in Homer. He said the 
catch likely would be higher if 
there were no automatic clo-
sure for the pot fishery from April to June. Assuming the 
catch remains low, he will eliminate the pot limit and the 
exclusive registration requirement next month, which 
could boost the harvest if it draws boats from closed areas 

THE COD CATCH TO DATE on the Alaska 
Peninsula is nearly 9 million pounds, with another 5.6 mil
lion landed in Chignik and 6 million in Kodiak, 
Trowbridge said. Prince William Sound is still far from its 
quota, he said, and would likely see its pol limit and reg
istration requirements be pulled at the same time as Cook 
Inlet 

THE FEDERAL COD F1SHERY in the Central 
Gulf of Alaska reopens at noon Monday, Oct. 5, to clean · 
up the remainder of the quota, according to National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 

A PLAN TO SPLIT UP the pollock harvest of the 
Bering Sea and reduce the size of the factory trawler fleet 
has been worked out behind closed doors in Washington, 
D.C. by Sen. Ted Stevens and a portion of the Seanle-based 
bottomfish industry. Though some details are yet to be 
worked out, according to Stevens, the basis of the agree
ment is a new way to carve up the billion-dollar pollock 
pie. Under the plan announced last week, about nine of the 
40-odd factory trawlers would retire from the U.S. portion 
of the Bering Sea, leaving them free to fish elsewhere in the 

SEA WATCH 
Joel Gay 

world. The 
remaining facto
ry trawlers. the 
shorebased pro
cessing plants 
and the commu
nity develop

ment quota villages of western Alaska would split the fish. 

THOUGH THE AGREEMENT has the support of 
the big players, not everyone is happy about the deal. Icicle 
Seafoods President Don Giles said his company fought the 
back.room deal in hopes such a decision would be hashed 
out by the North Pacific Fishery Management Council. 
But, he said, "We were a lone voice." The Alaska Marine 
Conservation Council has announced its displeasure, too. 
Board member and shore-based dragger Bob Storr told the 
Anchorage Daily News that the deal is bad for independent 
fishermen because it continues to consolidate control of the 
fishery in the hands of fewer companies, almost all of 
which are foreign-owned. 

SEINERS PLUGGED THE VALDEZ HARBOR 
during a controversial one-hour opening there last week. 

More than a dozen boats participated in the opening. which 
netted some 4,000 silvers. accordin~ to the Valdez 
Vanguard. Department of FiJ.h and Game hiolo~i'it Dan 
Sharp called the opening after it became ..:.lear there were a 
lot of fish in the harbor that wouldn't oth,•rwi,c- be caught. 
The Coast Guard approved. even thou~h the Valdez 
Harbormaster protested. The opening started 01t .t p.m. on a 
Tuesday afternoon. Though boat traffic wa.; congested. the 
harbor was never blocked. officials said. Still. neither the 
Coast Guard nor Sharp plan to make it an :mnu;~l event. 

A NAKNEK SETNETTER WILL HEAD UP the 
big fishermen's group in Prince Willi<~m Sound. C'ordo\'a 
District Fishermen United. Sue Aspclund ha., lived in 
Naknek the last 20 years. according to the C'onhwa Times. 
She replaces Cheri Shaw, who held the pmt for two year... 

STATE BIOLOGISTS ARE NOT LIABLE for 
management decisions based on incorrect inform:uion. the 
Alaska Supreme Court ruled last wee~., A group of Yukon 
River fishermen had sued the Department nf Fi:-h and 
Game in 1996 over a chum salmon clo.,ure. \\hi~h hiolo
gists called after a sonar counter showed too few fi,h in .the 
river to allow fishing. It was later discoverc:-d th:1tthc sonar 
was mis-aimed and fishermen wanted compen~:llion for 
lost income. But the justices agreed with the attorney gen
eral's office. Biologists rely on information frllm a broad 
range of sources. the state argued, :mJ hnlding them 
accountable for mistakes that derive from all that informa· 
tion would force the department to be O\'crly re.,.trictive. 
The ruling reverses a lower court deci~ion which said the 
state has a duty "to exercise reasonable care in the opera
tion of the sonar equipment." according to the Associated 
Press. 
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CRSPA, Eyak elders 
voice opposition to 
CAC road legislation 
By Jennifer L. Strange 

The Cordova limes 

National lobbying efforts against 
federal legislation that mandates that 
a propoSed Native corporation log
ging road be buill across the Copper 
River Delta were fortified thls week 
by leiters of concern and opposition 
to the road from Cordova commer
cial fishing organizations and a 
Native group. 

Letters sent to Congress by the 
Copper River Salmon Producers 
Association and the Eyak Traditional 
Elders Council say the groups 
oppose the legislation because of its 
potentially harmful effects on the 
environment and commercial and . 
subsistence fishing. Cordova District 
Fishermen United's letter states the 
organization wants the road to be as 
small and limited as possible to best 
protect fish habitat 

On Sept 2 I. CRSPA. whrch rep-

resents 340 commercial fishermen 
who fish in the Copper River area, 
sent a leuer to members of Congress 
stating the organization fears the road 
may irreversibly damage the fragile 
ecosystem of the Copper River 
Delta. 

CRSPA cited the existing CNI 
Settlement Agreement of 1982 and 
a 1990 memorandum of understand· 
ing between CAC and the Forest 
Service. saying the agreement pro
vides sufficient guarantee that the 
Forest Service will grant the ease
ment by the agreed upon date of Dec. 
II. 1998. 

Furthermore, said CRSPA, the 
agreement provides for appropriate 
environmental and economic data 
collection and public involvement, 
provisions which would be circum
vented by the legislation. 

"If this road gets into law it would 
be more difficult to require environ-

See Road, page 8 
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menial srudies and CAC would be 
immune to litigation," CRSPA mem
ber Thea Thomas said. 

"We're commercial fishermen 
looking out for the viability of our 
lives," Thomas said. "This proposed 
area includes some of the most pro
ductive lake systems on the delra." 

CAC's road and 10-year timber 
e:~ttraction plan would affect Little 
Martin Lake, Martin Lake, Tokun 
Lake, Bering Lake and Kushtaka 
Lake, which are all important salmon 
spawning areas, Thomas said. 

"And especially the Bering River 
system hundreds of thousands of 

red and coho salmon use that area," 
Thomas said. 

The letter also said that it is 
unprecedented for a private company 
to be given a 250-fOO( wide easement. 
through a national forest and be 
allowed "economic development" on 
the easement. The organization fur
ther slated it strongly opposes the 
"unnecessary and excessive width of 
the easement and any kind of eco
nomic development thereon." 

"The language leaves it really 
unclear - will it allow economic 
development on the road? They 
could build lodges, gas stations or a 
gas pipeline," Thomas said. 

CDFU, Alaska's oldest fisher
men's organization, also expressed 
the need for high environmental stan
dards should the road be built, saying 
the construction, maintenance and 

monitotin- -·..A to be mOnitored by 
CAC, the Service, the Alaska 
Depanme 1ish and Game and 
the Anny Corps of Engineers. 

Sue Aspelund, executive director 
of CDFU, said the organization 
believes the road is a given and will 
be built, but that restricting public 
use is acceptable in order to protect 
spawning fish a·nd their habirat. But 
the organization opposes the lan
guage "irrevocable and perpetual" 
and n:A:JUested the width of the road 
be limited to the minimum necessary 
for timber extraction. 

Reiterating CRSPA's concerns 
about sedimentation from road build
ing along the base of the Chugach 
Mounlains seeping into salmon 
streams, CDFU slated in its letter tha! 
control of sedimentation and road 
maintenance are "absolutely critical 

for the protection of fish habitat" 
Marie Smith Jones, chief of the 

Eyak Traditional Elders Council, 
wrote that the council opposes 
resource extraction on the Copper 
River Della, as it disrupts the Eyak 
lifestyle of subsistence. Jones's let
ter also states that COngress might be 
misled by claims that the Carbon 
Mountain area is traditionally 
Chugach/ A leu I. 

Eyak,11ingit and Chugach/ Aleut 
tribes were all combined into one 
Native regional corporation, 
Chugach Natives lnc.,later changed 
to CAC, with the passage of ANC
SA. the leiter said. There are 1,900 
CAC shareholders, SO who are of 
Eyak descent. 

Jones said the Eyak homelands 
have traditionally extended from· 

. Cordova and the Copper River Delta 
east along the coast to Yakutat. Every 
ancestral place name on the main
land east of the Copper River, includ
ing the Katalla region. is of Eyak or 
11ingit origin, not Chugach/ Aleut, 
and most of the lands titled to CAC 
on the delta are traditional Eyak 
lands, she wrote. 

"Unlike Lower 48 Indian reser
vations, Alaska Native corporations 
often do not share the same interests 
as Alaska's Native tribes because the 
corporations received title to our 
land, not our tribal people," Jones 
wrote. "Money earned through 
resource extraction goes to pay the 
CAC management, consulrants and 
operating expenses, little or none 
trickles down to our shareholders." 

The Eyak Traditional Elders 
Council requested that the tribe be 
allowed to testify in front of 
Congress, because it"feels that CAC 
is erasing the living memory of our 
Eyak tribe through its land manage
ment decisions that do not include 
us." 

Rick Rogers, lands manager of 
CAC, said he was disappointed to 
hear that fishing groups were taking 
positions of concern and opposition 
to the project. 

"Other than not having a road, 
~e've done everything possible to 

protect fishing areas." Rogers said. 
"We've added ro s of road, and 
decreased our stt ossing co 48." 

Rogers said Jo-J:> of the cross
ings will be over salmon streams. 
' Comments from Rep. Don Young 

were unavailable by deadline. 
Young introduced the legislation, 

called the Chugach road rider, earli
er this year. tr passed into law, it 
would grant Chugach Alaska Corp. 
an easement for a non-public, 2.50-
foot wide road across 27 miles of 
National Forest land and for other 
roads in the Bering River and Katalla 
vicinities. CAC plans to use the road 
to access its 73,000-acre Carbon 
Mountain land holding, from which 
it wants to clearcut 8,000 acres of old 
growth spruce and hemlock. CAC 
was granted the land holding through 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of 1971. 

The legislation passed the 
House, attached to the Interior 
Appropriations Act, on July 23, and 
is now before the Senate for con
sideration. Native and environmen
tal activists from Cordova are cur
rently in Washington, D.C., 
lobbying against the legislation. 

The rider will either pass or fail 
in the committee; if it is passed it 
will be attached to the Interior 
Appropriations Bill, which will 
then go to President Clinton's 
desk. The president has threatened 
to veto the whole bill if it contains 
the Chugach and other Alaskan 
road riders. 

Dune Lankard, Alaska Native 
and Chugach Alaska Corp. share
holder; Doctor of Marine 
Toxicology Dr. Riki On and 
Copper River Wilderness guide 
David Grimes are also opposed to 
the Chugach road rider and are 
currently in Washington, D.C., 
lobbying against it. 

"This will affect the whole 
community and upset our way of 
life as it is right now," On said. 
"We're trying to show them long
tenn options as oppolied to quick 
shot things like this." 
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Jennlf•r L. Stran~mes photo 

A British Petroleum barge used to transport machinery and dispersants to a simulated oil 
spill in Prince William Sound earlier this week was anchored off Cordova's North Fill. Tne 
United States Coast Guard cutler Sweetbrier {foreground) was also deployed for the ex .. 
cise ···"-'~ 

• •• 
Use of dispersants in PWS 
spill drill rankles. RCAC 

L<::·:dll>>n r,1r th.: \trnui.H.:u us..: vf ll1spersants 
1:1 .tl:.~i:::. 't:n'ill\ e ar.:.1 Jurmg Br111sh Pctrolt:um's 
,,~:;·:-:J Prtn,.: Wdli.lll1 Snunu od spill dnll this 
.,,c~·~ .•. h r."c·J Pn h.1d \loc,lth..:r cond1tions and the 
nc,·.! :.• <.'\c'r,·,,.: th.: c'4u1p111.:nt. '~ud members of 
tr1c-! ·:~.:·:cJ C"tnm.md TL·.un :11 .1mock press brief-

I ::c: ,rtJI drill 'tmui.Hcd J Sp1ll of National 
S::=:-:::·,,.:rJ~c <>r SO!'iS . .,.,h~t:h \loa\ -;cnpted by BPto 
l.tk~· ri.t:t.: In :-.tdn!.lgu.: StrJI[S anu v.hlch utilized 
cqt.:;·r::c:H ,hl['f'<=d .JnJ !ll)v.n tu CordovJ from the 
t.. ·.,:,:; ~' .1nd tkplt,ycJ unt•l 1-t.,htng >.:s,cls. Seward 

and Valdez were also involved in the drill. 
But the Regional Citizen's Advisory Council 

wasn't happy with the decision to use dispersants 
or with the process that was followed. 

"I was completely dismayed to see that they have 
scripted in the use of dispersants beginning at 7:30 
on day two in our most sensitive zone, zone 3,"said 
Michele Hahn O'Leary. Hahn O'Leary representS 
Cordova District Fishermen United on RCAC's 
board. 

Zone one. which contains deep water, is the least 
sensitive to dispersant use a~d is preapproved by · ! 
the U.S. Coast Guard and other regulatory agencies 

See Drill, page 9 
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for usc: of che chemicals. Zone two 
becomes more sensitive to the dis· 
persants and zone three is highly 
sensitive, with shallow waters and 
shorelines. Use of dispersants in 
this zone requires a rigorous 
approval process. 

Hahn O'Leary and Tom 
Copeland. also of RCAC. said the 
oil industry and regulating agencies 
are allowing too much dependence 
on the chemical dispersant instead 
of continuing to develop machinat· 
ed removal techniques. 

"They like the chemical best 
because it gets the oil out of t'he 
TV's eyes and there aren't any oiled 
sea otters or oil on the shoreline.'' 
Hahn O'leary sa1d. 

Chemical dispersants cause oil 
to sink to thl! bottom of thl! ocean. 
where the oil becomes sludge. Vl!ry 
little is known about the effects the 
dispersants and remaining oil have 
on the environment, marioe mam
mals. plant life and humans, she 
said, and what information docs 
exist comes from the oil industry, 
which produces it and wants to uti· 
lize the cheaper form of oil control. 
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Unified 
Command 
Team member 
Ron Morris of 
the U.S. Coast 
Guard said that 
the Alaska 
Department of 
Fish and Game, 
local communi
tics and the 
Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation 
would be noti· 
fied about the 
potential usc of 
dispersants in 
the case of a 
real drill and 
would be 

Jack Hopkins (right), captain of the FN Raven's 
Child, was the leader of Group 2 in the simulat· 
ed spill response. The boat was one of 11 local 
vessels to assist in the drill. 

involved in the approval process, 
but wcrt:n't in the mock drill. 

"\Vc'rc not try1ng to get in the 
dllor to e.\p~nd the u-;c of dlspcr· 
!ants, we're just e.~ercising the 
equipment." said Lt. AI Echols of 
the District Response Advisory 
Team in Juneau. 

"It started out that they were one 
tool in the tool box, now they take a 
bigger and bigger role," said Tim 
Jones who has monitoring oil spill 

·drills for RCAC for t'l,!!h! years. 
RCAC said its 111.11n ·:oncerns 

with the drill were th..: emphasis on 
dJSp..:rs;Jnt~. a plan to u~e 750 fish
erman for whom no tr:1ining was 
pro\ ILkJ anJ bck of public input. 
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Use fund to buy habitat 
To the editor, 

Recent articles in the Kodiak 
Daily Mirror have aired compet
ing visions over the eventual al
location of Exxon Valdez oil spill 
dollars from the upcoming resto
ration reserve. The restoration re
serve is expected to have a cor
pus of at least .St40:ooo.ooo by 
the year 2002 when Exxon's an
nual payments end. 

Two basic views have emerged 
about how best 10 spend the in
terest off those funds. Habitat pro
tection is strongly supported hy 
many, while research is favored 
just as strongly hy others. Both 
sides have compelling arguments. 
Either decision could have direct 
and positive impacts on conser
vation and development of re
SOUrce$ in and around Kodiak. 

Unfortunately the funds, al
though large. arc limited. From 
where I sit, in the Alaska De
partment of Fish & Game's 
Kodiak office, I feel serious con
sideration has to he given to the 
expanded protection of Alaska's 
habitat and perpetuation of on
going basic resource monitoring 
p·rograms: 

In particular, I strongly helicvc 
that a high priority should he 
given I<?. habitat protection of the 
Karluk and Sturgeon drainages, 
as well ~the state operated fish 
weir ·sites at Karluk and the 
mouth of the Ayakulik River. 
1'1"ae opportunity to protect these 
drainages in their current. rela
tively undisturbed, state will not 
always exist While it is highly 
desirable, and even necessary. 
that we collect bcuer information 
on complex marine systems, we 

must also be aware that collapses 
of North Atlantic, California. Or
egon, Idaho and Washington wild 
salmon runs has occurred prima
rily because of the loss of fresh
water habitat. 

Wit_hout adequate hahitat pro
tection, history has shown that 
the loss of salmon populations is 
not only possible, but even likely, 
over the long haul. The Karluk 
and Ayakulik salmon sys1ems arc 
the heart of Kodiak's sockeye 
salmon production: they are also 
major producers of other salmon 
species as well as world class 
wildlife habitat for brown hears 
and bald eagles. These systems 
arc also playing an important role 
in meeting the suhsistcnce needs 
of our rural ncighhors. In addi
tion. the recreational opportuni
ties in lhesc drainages are unique 
and plentiful. 

Choosing how the Exxon 
Valdez Restoration Reserve 
would hcst be utilized will not 
he an easy task. However. there 
arc very few funding opportuni· 
tics availahle to protect large 
tracts of hahitat and ongoing 
management field camp sites. In 
comparison, runding avr:nucs for 
marine research arc more numer
ous and flcxihle. I hope that you 
and others will agree that pro
reeling the Kal1uk drainage and 
weir site, the Ayakulik weir site 
and the Sturgeon River drainage 
should become the Exxon Valdez 
Trustee Council's highest fund
ing priority for the Kodiak Ar
chipelago. 

-Peter J. Probasco 
Alaska Department of Fish & 

Game 
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EPA study: Inlet fine for subsistence 
ANCHORAGE (AP) 

Subsistence foods taken from Cook 
Intet are safe,· the Environmental 
Protection Agency has concluded in 
a study it conducted at the urging of 
Natives who rely on the inlet's boun
ty. 

Indeed, the agency's top official 
in Alaska said fish and shellfish 
taken from the inlet appeared to be 
among the least-polluted in the 
world. 

Low levels of polychlorinated 
biphenyls, mercury and cadmium 

were found in some samples, but it 
was in amounts far below levels the 
federal government has set for com
mercial seafood, Albright said. 

Villagers from Seldovia. Tyonek, 
Port Graham and Nanwalek request
ed the study over concerns about the 
potential impact on their food sup
plies from oil and gas activities in 
Cook Inlet. 

Jeffrey Bigler of the EPA's Office 
of Water in Washington D.C., met 
with villagers Monday to discuss the 
study's preliminary results. 

More than I 00 samples of subsis
tence fish, shellfish and marine 
plants were tested from areas near 
the villages. 

Bigler said all were found to con
tain very low concentrations of con
taminants. The fmal report will be 
published early next year. 

The results are significant, 
Albright said, because it could dear 
the way for federal officials to issue 
new discharge permits to oil compa
nies that operate platforms in the 
inlel 
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Exxon profits from 
settlement delay 

While Exxon waits for the 9th 
Circuit Court to hear its appeal of 
the S5 billion punitive damage 
award granted to plaintiffs in the 
Euon Valdez lawsuit, the sum is 
earning enough interest to pay for 
itself in just a couple more years. 

The interest is adding $812.160 
ad day to the $5 billion. according 
to an article written by Natalie 
Phillips of the Scripf''·~kCiatchy 

Western Service. At the same time, 
the interest is also generating about 
S2 million a day for Exxon. 

"As it stands now," Phillips 
wrote. "if the appeals linger on a 
couple more years. Exxon will have 
earned enough in interest alone to 
pay the S5 billion plus the accrued 
interest." 
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Oystercatchers returning 
to Sound after 9-year hiatus 
By Jody Seltz 

For The Times 

Along the shores of southcen

Coastal 
-currents 

tral Alaska, the shrill cry of the According to Steve Murphy of 
black oystercatcher pulls a - the research firm ABR, Inc., the 
kayaker's ga1.e to rocky head- general consensus is that the 
lands and cobble beaches washed birds have returned, but data 
by the tides. The tidal area is from studies conducted as late as 

.home for the distinctive black 1993 suggest they may have 
shorebird with the red eye and returned too soon. Their food 
beak. may still he contaminated. For 

Oystercatchcrs don't migrate, example.· dense beds of blue 
hut defend and depend on one mussels still have oil under them 
stretch of hcach for all their and in their tissues. Murphy says 
needs. When they hrccd and the main concern righ,l now is 
build a nest. it may he on the ahout the lingering, sublethal 
same stretch of beach they've effects. 
known their whole lives. "There's concern that residual 

Nine year~ ago. Iitle~ of crude oil is affecting their food sup
oil washed over the oy!.lcrcatch- ply:· Murphy said. "The birds are 
er"s home and their larder - 1ngcsling the tainted foods and 
crabs, mussels .. limpets and that's affecting their reproductive 
clams. Because they rely on output. It's not lethal. hut ·it's 
intertidal habitat. oystcrcatchcrs manifesting itself in the repro
arc highly vulnerable to the ductivc capacity of the birds." 
effects of !"-pi lied oil. J;our years after the spill there 

About 2,000 oystcrcatchcrs were subtle differences between 
inhabit Prince William Sound. hirds in the oiled areas and those 
but during the summer of 1989 in unoilcd areas. 
only about nine corpses were "The first was that egg vol-
found. umes in oiled areas were less 

Undoubtedly. the small black than what they were in the 
birds floating in black oil were unoiled areas," said Murphy. 
difficult to see and many car- "Then they noticed that a lot of 
casses were missed. But scien- nests were successful in this 
lists thin :t of the birds fled. oiled area, but the growth rates 

and ultimate survival of the 
chicks was lower in the oiled 
than the unoilcd zone." 

This summer scientists arc 
visiting ,,..,. ·arne beaches to 
check the Jance and distrib-

uti on of the birds, see if the oiled 
areas are occupied, and measure 
the chicks and eggs to see how 
they're doing. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova 
and also produces the Alaska 

Coastal Currents radio program. 
The series is sponsored by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Tmstu 
Council to provide information 
about restoration activities with-
in the spW m. 
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Trustee story too glowing 
Having read tht.:! Gen~ral Ac~:ounting Of

fice report on the Exxon Valdez. Trustee.: 
Coum:il's management of th~ $900 million 
Exxon l1il spill settlement fund, I found it 
am using that the headline in your Sept. 12 sto
ry was "GAO lauds oil spill trustee counciL" 

The GAO found that the Trustees paid 56 
percent uv~r appraised value for private 
lands - a fact that cannot be so easily dis
missed. It is the situation you expect when· a 
williug seller can find just one willing buyer. 
Overl'pending for land when there are a vari
ety of beneficial u~es for these funds is not 
reason for praise, and that's certainly. not 
what the GAO did in their report. 

The GAO also found that the· setth::menr 
funds could be earning far more if the fundl:i 
were held in higher-yielding accounts, as au
thorized by an amendment I ~.:urrently have 
before the Senate. The GAO also cit~d an in
stance where the Trustee Council had paid 
over $250,000 for services that could have 
bt:tm obtained for a tenth of that amount. With 
more funds derived from the settlemt::nt, \l.'e 
could enhance fisheries resenrch and devel
opment and build·. a mure sustainable future 
fur the Alaskans affected b).· the spill. 

I acknowledge and apprecir~te th~ dedica· 
tion of the Trustee Councilm meeting the pri
orities as they have established them, but I do 
not believe their priority of acquiring more 
land is consistent with the views of most 
Alaskans who would like to see more scientif
ic annlyl!is of our fisheries and marine 
ecosystems and new economic opportunities 
for residents in the region. . 
. The real issue is that millions are bt!ing 
spent to buy private lands, most of which were 
unaffected by the spill, and place them in the 
Department of Interior's hands. In the case of 
the Native lands purchased, it can be argued 
that Native heritage- in the form of land- is 
being exchanged for transitory cash. Because 
the St:!cretary has a trust responsibility to 
Alas~a Natives, I believe this represents a con
flict of interest. This GAO report did not, and 
was. not intended to,. explore that question. 
Your article leaves the reader with the mis
taken impression that all is well with the Coun
cil's priority of land acquisition. This is clearly 
not the case in the opinion of the Alaskans who 
are contacting me. The fact that you chose to 
spin a redmical audit into n policy blessing did
n't convince many of your readers. 

-- Sen. Frank H. Murkowski 
U.S. Senate 



Pta·nted clams--help supplement subsistence harvests 
iy jody Seitz 

A common saying in the coastal 
regions of Alaska is "when the tide 

. goes out the table is set." The tide 
zone holds everything from clams 
to chi tons and provides a smorgas
bord for subsistence users and 
recreational clammers. 

After the Exxon Valdez oil spill, 
dam digging lost its appeal' for 
many people living in the spill
impacted areas. Harvests of shell
fish plummeted during the year of 
the spill and subsistence harvesting 
was disrupted for several years. 

To help offset that loss, the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council funded a project to supple
ment subsistence harvests by creat· 
ing put-and-take clam fisheries on 
some beaches in the spill area. 

First. though, the Quetacak 
Hatchery in Seward had to learn 
how to raise littleneck clams. It was 
a project never before accom
plished in Alaska. Using wild clams 
and their Gwn ingenuity, hatchery 
workers Carmen Young and 
Miranda Barrier, experimented 
until they were able to spawn the 
clams and keep the larvae alive. 
Neither of them had training in 
shellfish production. Three years 
later, the results arc encouraging. 
Clams that have been "planted" on 
beaches are growing twice as fast 
as expected. 

The Quetecak tribe began in 
hatchery in a small building leased 
from the Institute for Marine 
Science. They primarily raised oys
ters spat for area shellfish farmers. 

Biologist Jon Agosti joined the 
team two years ago, growing anoth
er type of clam, manilus, in south-
east Alaska. J. ling to Agosti, 
shellfish hatcl are more labor 
intensive than I mllsh hatcheries. 

Coastal Currents 
The littleneck clam is also more dif
ficult to raise than the manilus 
clam, especially in such high den
sities. "It's a lot of hands on work," 
said Agosti. "Good husbandry 
requires a lot of bacterial manage
menl. It's easy for pathogens to 
wipe out a group." 

The tiny larvae are fed three 
types of plankton in specific densi
ties. Thirty million larvae excrete a 
lot of waste, so the tanks have to be 
drained daily. Six tanks of 30,000 
gallons each are drained through 
microscopic screens. Workers cap-

ture the larvae on the screens, and 
monitor their condition, heallh and 
numbers. Then they are put in a 
fresh tank. 

In 1996, they planted the first lit
tleneck clams in beaches around 
Tatitlek, Chenega Bay, and Port 
Graham. When they checked the 
clams last fall, they determined that 
the planted clams were growing 
faster than wild clams. But that is 
just in the first year, Agosti pointed 
out. 

"To be really confident we 
would need to see that repeated in a 

few year classes," he said. "Then 
we could say with confidence that 
it's a three- to four-year crop ver
sus our worst fears in the beginning 
that it might be a six- to eight-year 
crop," said Agosti. 

This January the hatchery 
moved into brand 'new quarters in 
the Seward Mariculture Technical 
Center, owned by the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game and 
built with funds from the Exxon 
criminal settlement. The subsis
tence project may pay off for shell
fish farmers as well, said Agosti. 

THE VALDEZ VANGUARD 

"We want to produce large num
bers of spat for sale to the growers. 
This facility was built with an eye 
for the fUiure when industry will be 
substantially larger and they'll grow 
additional species, not just the oys· 
ters which dominate production 
today." 

Jody Seill. lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio program.. The series 
is sponsored by the Exxon Valde;: 
Oil Spill Trustee Council to provide 
information about restoration 
activities within the spill region. 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 23 1998 
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Environmental conference outlines 
~ilitary. contamination and cleanup_ .. 

'llfl1_.,.. JESSUP In the first day of a three-day sites," he said. 'These include Ft. 
Mirror Writer conference hosted by the Kodiak Tidball (Long Island), Ft. Smith 

The audience participating in Community Conservation Net- (Chiniak). and Ft. Greeley (Bus-
a conference yesterday on envi- work. a group of citizens, includ- kin Beach area)." he said. 
ronmental concerns. learned that ing about 15 high school stu- "On Long Island. almost 700 
Kodiak inherited a lot more from dents. heard from local. state, and cubic yards of contaminated soil, 
its military legacy than Ft. federal officials ahout environ- 721 electrical transformers con-
Abercrombie and a far-reaching mental issues and pollution proh- taining PCBs. and more than 20 
network of roads. lerns stemming from old military underground fuel storage tanks 

Unsafe 
elements 

Several elements can cause 
health concerns when they are 
found concenlraled at unsafe ., . 
~Is in the envimnmenL 100se 
which have been found on 
Kodiak include the following: 

Polychlorinated biphenyl 
(PCB). which is primarily 
uSed in electrical components 
such as transformers. 

Cadmium, a heavy metal 
used in the manufacture of 
munitions. 

Lead. a metal found in some 
pipes and structures. hut the 
main local source is from dis
carded battt:ries. 

Mercury in trace ·amounts 
can be found naturally. hut 
when contact with it occurs in 
contaminated areas, health 
problems can arise. 

Aluminum, a man-made el
ement derived from bauxite. 

Cadmium, mercury. and 
aluminum are known neuro
toxins which affect the cen
tral nervous system. These el
ements accumulate through 
exposure, and cannot be dis. 
carded by the OOdy. 

Petroleum, a known car
cinogen. Old fuel tanks pose 
!he biggest threat to the local 
environ!Tl!!nt. 

sites. were removed from the island." 
Three visiting experts in tht: he continued. Bethel said tht: pol-

field of environmental health also Jut ion found at the sites is typi-
spoke. They .. were Gretchen cal of what they lind at other 
Latowsky. from John Snow In- places they investigate. 
stitute for Environmental Health "Most of the contaminates at 
Studies in Boston. Dr. Ron old military sites are from PCBs. 
Scrudato. who works with the fuel oils in the soil. and lead 
Superfund Research Program and which comes mainly from hat-
is an expert in geology and PCB terics." Bethel went on to say that 
contamination. and Dr. Rosalie "Contaminated debris is hauled 
Bertell. whose expertise includes out. and nothing is left behind. 
cancer and birth defects caused The debris is taken to sites in 
by environmental fa~,tors. Idaho and Oregon for disposal." 

World War II saw a large mili- Bud Cassidy, borough Resource 
tary buildup. with sites l"leing rnanager. spoke about the condi-
constructed from Pasagshak and tion of the town's lakes. He was a 
Chiniak to Tt:rmination Point at prime mover in forming Clean 
Monashka Bay. After the war. Lakes of Kodiak, a grassroots or-
many of these sites were no ganization concerned about the 
longer needed. health of local lake systems. 

Don Bethel. of Federally Usc:d "I live on Island Lake. and 
Defense Sites (FUDS) and Stevt: many of my neighhors were con-
Hunt. who works at the Coast cerned about the water quality 
Guard base with environmental and condition of fish and water-
safety and cleanup. spoke of fowl from the art:a." ht: said. His 
problems specific to our area and group; Clean Lakt:s of Kodiak. 
their cleanup. was formed and a general study 

..There arc nearly 40 cleanup of the lake syst~:ms was under-
sites on the base and surround· taken; with varying and some-
ing area. Nine require no further times. inconclusive results. 
action, nint: are closed. and 20 "We found what we thought 
arc being monitored," Hunt said. to he slightly elevated levels of · 

Bethel, whose group FUDS mercury in some of the lakes," 
works around the stat~: to inves- he said ... But then, we aren't sure 
tigate and clean up pollution sites what 'normal' is for this area.'' 
caused by federal entities (mili- He went on to relate other re-
tary and Atomic Energy Com- suits from the sampling. 
mission) has been active on Pam Miller. from Alaska Com-
Kodiak as well. munity Action on Taxies 

"We have been involved in six See TOXINS, Page 2 
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Toxins----
continued from Page 1 

(ACAT), spoke of an investi
gation she was involved in last 
year on Kodiak at the request 
of Tim Valliano (known locally 
as .. Mr. Pizza"). · 

"Tim contacted me because 
he and his family were suffer
ing health problems that had 
symptoms of being caused by 
environmental problems,'' she 
said. A pamphlet provided by 
ACAT gave the results of the 
investigation. 

··we found elevated levels of 
cadmium (used in munitions) 
and arsenic,'' she said "and very 
elevated levels of aluminum." 
Miller said no pesticides or 
PCBs were found at Valliano's 
home. 

"Tim has since moved back 
to (his native) Greece. His 
daughter was tested at a medi
cal facility in Dallas. and traces 
of mercury were found in her 
hair." She went on to say that 
mercury vaporizes at room tem
perature, so if it was present in 
the area. it could be introduced 
via airborne methods, not nec
essarily physical contact with 
the ground. 

Valliano's former home is in 
an area that was once part of a 
natural marsh. and was filled 
in during the 1950s. Miller 
stressed that the ACA T sam
pling doesn't make a definitive 
statement on the condition of 
the area, but should raise 
enough questions to prompt 
further study. · 

Tonight's conference begins 
at 6 p.m. at the Fish Tech cen· 
ter. The public is invited and 
there is no charge. 
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U.S. House takes Calista land deal 
By DAVID WHITNEY 
Daily News Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON-The House ap
proved legislation Wednesday 
throwing a financial lifesaver to 
Calista Corp., a Native corporation 
for Southwestern Y~p'ik Eskimos 
for whom the promises of the 1971 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act have been a distant dream. 

The legislation would pay the 

corporation, whose shareholders 
are among the poorest residents of 
the state, more than $39 million for 
218,000 acres of far-flung wetlands 
and mineral rights that federal ap
praisers figure are worth maybe $5 
million. 

But the transaction was never re
ally about fair value. Virtually 
every parti~ipant in the nearly 10 
years of negotiations that led up. to 

Wednesday's brief House action 
laid aside any personal reservations 
to give Calista another shot at self
sufficiency. 

"This will give the people in 
Western Alaska another opportuni
ty to make the Native claims settle
ment act work for them," Julie Kit
ka, president of the Alaska Federa
tion of Natives, said in a telephone 
interview. 

The bill's timing is particularly 
fortunate, Kitka said, because of the 
disastrous salmon runs that are fur
·ther impoverishing the Calista re
gion. 

Cafls to the Calista office in An
chorage were not returned. The Cal
ista provision is part of a noncontro
versial package of technical amend
ments to the ANCSA sponsored by 
Alaska Rep. Don Young, chairman 

of the House Resources Committee. 
Young is one of the fiercest crit· 

ics of the federal government and 
has preached about how he thin~ 
the federal government shouldn't 
own land, much less buy more. 

His legislation pays Calista near
ly eight times the appraised value 
for lands that will become part of 

Please see Page B·3, CAUSTA 
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CALISYA: House OKs $39 million financial package 
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the Y11lwn Delta National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

ln a speech on the House 
floor, Young emphasized that 
the purpose of the transac
tion was "to pmvide Calista 
with a means of economic 
self-sufficiency.'' 

According to Young's com
mittee report on the legisla
tion, Calista is in dit'e need of 
the help. 

"It is the most remote and 
most socially troubled and 
economically disadvan
taged," the report said. 
"There are essentiallv no 
roads, little infrastructure 
and the living conditions 
there can be compm·ed to the 
Third World." 

"The health conditions are 
in many categories the worst 
in the nation,'' the report con
tinu~d. "There b nowhere 
else in the Unin:d States that 
is sn i:;.tlatcd geographically 
und cu!tt!l'ally.'' 

The legislation was ap
proved on voice vote after 
less than five minutes of dis
cussion. The only other 
House member to speak 
about the legislation was 

California Hep. George 
Miller, the senior Democrat 
on the Hesources Com1nittee, 
who urged its approval. 

Milici', too, had to put aside 
long-held personal beliefs. 
Miller lu1s long insisted that 

Julie Kitka, president of the Alaska 
Federation of Natives, said the bill's 
timing is particularly fortunatf!j) because 
of the disastrous salmon runs that are 
further impoverishing the Calista region. 

come. These conditions per
sist despite hope under the 
1971 settlement act that in
vesting Calista with cash and 
land would help it ·develop a 
sustaining economy. 

"Calista has tried every
thing but has not even come 
close to succeeding in meet
ing shareholder needs," the 
report said. "It has made an : 

the federal government get a 
fair deal in any land transac
tion. 

"I recognize that the Cal
ista Native region faces diffi
cult economic and social 
chall€mges,'1 ~.Miller said in a 
report on .the bill. "But Con
gress should. recognize this 
proposed acquisition for 
what it is: a gift to Alaska Na
tive corporations, thinly dis
guised as a land acquisition 
of dubious merit, courtesy of 
the U.S. taxpayers." 

Miller went on to quote 
from an Interior Department 
analysis of the legislation last 
year. The department said 
that while it couldn't support 
the land valuations, "we do 
not oppose having Congress 
provide Calista with an eco
nomic and social develop
ment grant." 

Deborah Williams, Interi
or Secretary Bruce Babbitt's 
top Alaska assistant, defend
ed the land transaction as 
meritorious because it per
manently protects wetlands 

attempt to operate business
for migratory waterfowl es in the region such as fuel · 
along the P<,lcific flyway. delivery, construction,· fish 

"We've spent hundreds of processing and even operat-
. hours working with Calista ed an expediting and pur- · 
and the state's .congressional chasing company. All these · 
delegation, particularly Don v~ntures failed." · 
Young, on this bill, .. she said. The report and the corpo-

But Williams made dear ration's near-bankrupt status 
that the administration's po- became the cataly.st for legis
sition or:t the bill is something lation authorizing the land ex
less than jubilant support. · change in .1991. But the Inte-

"We are -not objecting to rior· Department and Calista 
this legislation," she said. • . were unable to agree· on a 

Calista Corp. has been lob- price .for the· excha,ng~. It's 
bying for a land buyout for the pqce that Youngs bill es
more · than a decade. The tablished. 
campaign dates from at least Miller pointed out in his' 
1989, when it released a re- comments added to the com
port for congressional hear- mittee report that the price is 
ings titled "The Calista Re- dear. The Calista land deal 
gion: A Gentle People, A will cost taxpayers nearly as 
Harsh Life." · much money as was spent in 

The report detailed how . 1?~7 nationw~de _for land ad
the Calista region's people d1t10ns to w1ldhfe refuges, 
were at or near the bottom Miller said. 
in eve;y meas~rement of The legislation now goes to 
well-being - average. birth the Senate for approval. 
rate, average death rate, .rate 
of injury, number. of suicides, a Reporter David Whitney can be . 
unemployment, per-capita in- . reached at dwhitney@adn.com. 
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EPA gives Cook, Inlet 
waters high marks 

ANCHORAGE (AP) - Sub
.sistence foods taken from Cook 
Inlet are safe, the Environmental 
Protection Agcm:y has concluded 
in a study it condm:tcd at the urg
ing of Natives who rely on the 
inlet's txlUnty. 

Indeed, the agency's top offi
cial in Al:t'>ka said fish and shcll
lish taken from the inlet appeared 
tn tx: among the lca~t-pollutcd in 
the world. 

"I think we did lind very good 
news."' Rick All·uight. the EPA's 
Alaska director, said Tuesday. "I 
think it shows that Alaska has 
snmc of the cleanest waters not 
only in the United States hut in 
the world." 

Low levels of polychlorinated 
l'liphenyls. men:ury and cadmium 
were found in some samples, hut 
11 was in amounts far lx:low levels 
the federal government has set for 
cPmmcrcial scaftJ<l(l, All'lright said. 

Villagers from Seldovia. 
Tyonek. Pori Grah:1m and 
Nanwalek rc4ucsted the study over 
concerns ahout the p<llential im
pact on their fo11d 'upplies from 
nil ;md ga:-. activitie' 111 Cook In
let. 

Jeffrey Bigler of the EPA's Of
fice of Water in Washington D.C., 
met with villagers Monday to dis
cuss the study's preliminary rc· 
suits. 

More than I CXl samples of sub
sistence fish. shclllish and marine 
plants were tested from areas near 
'I~.! the v1l ages. , · ,. ·!:": · 

· .: "":8igler·Micfo0'1111·~ ·' · t 

contain very low concentrations or 
conlaminaniS. The final report will 
be published early next year. 

The results are significant. 
Albright said. because it could 
clear the way for federal officials 
to issue new discharge permiiS to 
oil companies that operotc plat
forms in the inlet. 

In 1997, Superior Court Judge 
Sigurd Murphy sided with Natives 
who said more study was needed 
to determine what effect, if any. 
the industry had on subsistence 
foods. 
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Debate over dispersants erupts during oil spill drill 
VALDEZ (AP) - As part of 

an oil spill drill, British Petroleum 
planned to fight a simulated 12-
rnillion gallon spill in Prince Wil
liam Sound with chemical dispers
ants. 

That's raised the concern of at 
least one oil industry watchdog 
group. 

"Chenm:al dis~rsants do not 
remove oil from the environment 
and instead drive the oil into the 
water column.·· Stan Stephens, 
rresidcnt of the Prim:e William 
Sound Regumal Citit.cns' Advi
'"ry Council. told the Valdc:r. Van
~uard newspa~r. 

"ll1csc.· chcrnicab 'hould only 
h.: used .,., hen all ;utcmrts at me· 
.-hanical rl'Co,ery have failed." 
Stcrhens "aid. 

The srill dnll. whid1 hcgan Fri
day and continue!'> through Tue!'o· 
,Jay. simulate' a tanker grounding 
.11 Middk· Point on ~lontague Is-

land. The "oil" will migrate 
through Montague Strait toward 
Seward before drifting into the 
Gulf of Alaska. BP said. 

The Coast Guard, which must 
approve all dispersant drops, gen
erally agrees with the advisory 
council that mechanical recovery 
-using oil skimmers. hooms and 
hargcs - will always be the pri
mary response tool and. depend
ing on the spill scenario. some
times the only method. 

Both mechanical methods and 
dis~rsants would be used to fight 
the simulated spill. the Coast 
Guard said. adding that seawater 
will he dropped instead of the ac
tual ~:hemical dispersant. 

"We 'rc -;till going full speed 
ahead with all the mechanical re
covery. hut we arc surplementing 
with disper!->ants to try and mini
mite the envimmncntal impact." 
said Coast Guard Lt. Agneta Dahl. 

1he Coast Guard would approve 
use of dispersants only when con
ditions permit, Dahl said. 

"If you leave the oil on the wa
ter, we know that mechanical is 
not even going to he close to 100 
percent effective." Dahl said. 
"That means the oil is going to 
eventually end ur on the hcach. 
where it does a tremendous 
amount of damage.·· 

Stephens said in a Sert. 4 leucr 
to state and federal officials that 
more scientific rrr><1f and puhlic 
inrut is needed hcfore any con
clusions arc drawn ahout the ef
fectiveness of dis~r!'>ants. 

"During rast oil spill drills. the 
RCAC has noticed government is 
4uid: to give arproval for the u~· 
of these chemica b.'· Stephens 
wrote. "We hclievc such approv
als. even if simulated during rrac
ticc drills. arc selling a had rrccc
dcnt. ·· 

1he council is concerned that dis
persants may cause more hann than 
the spilled oil itself. In cddition, little 
is known about the long-term envi
ronmental and human health effects 
of dispersed oil, Stephens said. 

BP spokesman John Andes said 
the council's input as weiLas pub
lic comment would be considered 
before the oil industry w~ld seek 
government. permission to use dis
persants in an actual spill. 

·:. 
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Your comment needed on oil spill plan 

To the editor, 
As you may know, British Pe

~rolc~m (BP) is conducting a ma
JOr ml spill drill out of Valdez, the 
community portion of the drill will 
happen Tuesday. Sept. 22. These 
drills are conducted annually to 
test the Prince William Sound 
Tanker Oil Spill Contingency 
Plan. affectionately known hy the 
players as '!he C-Pian." 

What is significant ahout this 
parti..:ular drill is that this is the 
lirst time that the TAPS oiltmns
portation trade is actually testing 
the C-Pian for response to a "Spill 
of National Significance" or 
SONS spill, where they anticipate 
ma<;sivc amounts of oil to leave 
Prince William Sound, :i Ia E:c:co11 
V a.ldez.. This is .a ~jor hurdle. in 
the hanlc for acknowledgment ~ntl 
planning in response to the con
tinued risk we have as 
"downstreamers" from their trans
portation route. 

That's the good news. Unfortu
nately, Kodiak is again gening the 
s~ort end of the stick in many sig
mficant ways. First of all, the drill 
scenario happens on Day 4 of the 
tlrill, when they are, hy law, sup
posed to have a BP n:sponse team 
here in the community. hcginning 
to Lkpllly response equipment and 
rcr~onm:l. hypothctic.:ally derived 
from the lllCal fishing llcct w.ing 
our local resources. This is not pan 
of their drill scenario. ll1cy an: 
phmning a major response from 
Sc.:ward hut not fmrn KndiaJ... ·111i' 
di!>rcgard for history and the proh· 
able impa~.:tto Kodiak is not new. 
hut it continu...:s to he extremely 
Ji~arpointing. 

More importantly. howcv~..·r. i~ 
the "Why?" behind the refusal to 
i~c.:lu~c Kodiak in response plan· 
nsng 111 any meaningful way. 

Rememlx:r, too, that British Pe
troleum is the majority owner in 
the Alyeska pipeline and owns 
more than half of the oil flowing 
through that pipeline as well as a 
large amount of the international 
trade. In 1996. the British gov
ernment and BP prided themselves 
in being ahle to disperse 48 per
cent of a 4(X)+ million gallon oil 
spill into the water column of the 
southern North Sea. the Sea Em· 
press spill. 1l1at would be the en
lin: 1-:r.wn Valc!t·:. spill in the wa
ter column. not lloating mostly on 
the surface. Th...: oth~:r half. of 
course, still soiled the hcaches. 
This is without ;1 tlouht the "MU' 
for the oil transportation industry 
ami how they intend tu operate rc· 
gardless of puhlic.: policy to the 
contrary. 

As you could c:c.pcc.:t, BP has 
,~,·riptcd the u:-.e of these chemi
r.:ab in the up • .:oming drill. They 
have stockpiled mega-quantities of 
..:hernical di:.pcr~ant in Anchorage 
and Value/. and they r.:xpcc.:t Ill usc 
it, all of it. cvr.:n though lillie is 
known ahuut the long tcnn envi
ronmental or human health cfl\:cts 
of dispersed oil. What is known 
is that dispc~ants arc toxic chemi
t.:als and the Alaskan stockpile is 
the most toxic of them all. 

The RCAC has bcl.!n dogging 
this issue for you. the dtiA:n stake
hulder, and has developed a strong 

One consistent observation 
made hy the PWS Regional Citi
t.cns 1\Jvisory Coundl (RCAC) is 
that during every large spill drill 
ovl!r the last 8-9 years the tirst 
thing the hypothetical spiller does 
is apply for a permit to usl! chemi
cal dispersants. In evl!ry drill. that 
permit has hcen quick in Cllllling. 
r:vcn though ml!chanical recmcrv 
ill m;mJated hy national ;md ~tat~ 
policy as the primary rcspunsl! 
.str:uq;y. These two approachc~ 
an.: Ji:smetrically opposed ll• c:tch 
other. 

Y nu ~.:;mnot cullcc.:t th~ otl and 
gL'I it out of the water if. at th.: 

:-ame lllttc, you art.: Ji:.J'k:f~mg 11 

. mh1 the w;ttcr column. ~pn.:mlinc 
it ten time~ farther than if vou dsJ 
not add the! toxic chemic;ls {\l it. 
But then. what would they uo with 

.. all that emulsified oil and water 

mixture if the Kodiak fishing fleet 
was successful in recovering it? 
Out-of-sight, out-of-mind; except 
that in every case of dispersant use, 
the beaches still get oiled. 1bey 
an: gambling that it won't get this 
far. Do we know hette!r? 

For those of us who have spent 
many yean; as ohsc:rvers or partici
pants in this process. it is clear that 
the priority for mechanical recov
ery is scoffed at hy the oil industry 
and their friends in the Coast 
Guard. 1lle major push is for the 
application of chemical dispersantS 
during a response to any large spill. 
Currently there are even draft regu
lations within the Coa..c;t Guard for 
"capahility requin:ments" in con
tingency planning for the applica
tion of dispersants. 
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position, on dispersants after J!lal1~ 
year-S of siudy and discussion. The 
essence of that position is that re
moving the oil from the environ
ment should be the primary goal 
of oil spill responses. Chemical 
dispersants may cause more hann 
to the environment than the spilled 
oil itself and should only be con
sidered if ahsolutdy necessary and 
all else fails. The government 
should not be making this kind of 
environmental trade-off without 
listening to the citi.rens. 

Federal and state government 
needs to hear your individual sup
pon for RCAC's position on dis
persants. On Tuesday, Sept. 22, 
you can call the RCAC Oil Spill 
International holline at 800-478-
7.221 .aod. register your. views-. 
RCAC will forward them imme
diately to the drill's emergency 
operations center. Or, you can in
teract directly with the drill by at
tending the community briefing at 
the Kodiak College, Rm. 127 at 3 
p.m. BP drill representatives will 
contact the community via live sat
ellite video and you can register 
your concerns there directly. 

Sadly, regardless of stated pub
lic policy, the status of oil spill re
sponse in Alaska leaves Kodi~ in 
douhlc jeopardy. There is no seri
ous plan or expectation to enable 
us Ul rcspund efli.:ctivdy to niini
mil.c the effects of another cata
strophic oil spill on Kodiak's re
M 'un:cs. and we can expect that the 
prcvailing dispersant usc policy will 
magnify the tlestructive inlluel1ce 
of any spilled oil, potentially alter
ing Kodiak lishcric.:s a.-; we knuw 
them for many years to come. 

Whether or not you have been 
awarc of the effon of the RCAC. 
and many others, on your behalf 
tu protect the downstream com
munities from catastrophic PWS 
oil spills, if you care. please pick 
up the phone for two minutl!s 
Tuesday afternoon and register 
your concern and support fur 
RCAC's position on chemical dis
persants. This is one place your 
vote ready docs count. 

Thank you, 
-Kristin Stahl-Johnson 

PAGE 2 OF 2 
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Amateurs help archaeologists on Afognak 

A
FOGNAK ISLAND -Julia Pestrikoff, 82, 
stretched her legs by a wann stove inside 
a cavernous platform tent that smelled of 
mildew and smoked salmon. Her hair was 

pageboy straight and glowed like soft, white cotton. 
She wore a cltmky pocket book strapped across her 
chest, Indiana Jones-style. A cigarette dangled from 
her lips. 

Pestrikoff, an Alutiiq elder from :Jii>ort Lions, was 
tired. She'd been camped at an old village site called 
Katenai on this outlying island all week in the rain, 
sleeping in the "women's tent," while her husband, 
Jolm, 87, camped with the men. The Pestrikoffs had. 
come here to share their memories and stories with 

Please see Page E-6, AFOGNAK 
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researchers, who, piece by 
piece, are uncovering a cul
tural history of this exquisite
ly b~utiful island northeast 
of Kodiak. 

Of 21,000 archaeological 
sites in Alaska, 840 are in the 
Kodiak archipelago. Archae
ologists have excavated here 
since the 1930s. A cool, wet 
climate helps preserve bone, 
ivory and wooden artifacts, 
allowing researchers to docu
ment 7,500 years of history. 
Four years ago, the Afognak 
Native Corp. in Kodiak took 
the unique step of encourag
ing its tribal members and 
other volunteers to join ar
chaeologists at excavations it 
sponsored. It called the pro
gram Dig Afognak. 

Remote as it is, the camp 
at Katenai, near Settlement 
Point, hardly is lonely. All 
summer long, children, el
ders, tourists and renowned 
experts come and go from a 
cluster of Weatherports, 
perched in the spruce above 
Afognak Bay. At a summer 
camp on Native traditions, 
children not only caught 
squirrels in traps; they 
skinned, cooked and ate the 
animals, as their ancestors 
might have. In a series of oral 
history projects, elders from 
neighboring villages helped 
researchers understand Alu
tiiq subsistence, lifeways, 
craft and language. 

The contributions "human
ized" the work of Katharine 
Woodhouse-Beyer, the 
camp's chief archaeologist. 
While some in her field ap
proach their work in sterile 
gloves, she said, never inter
acting with descendants of 
the cultures they study, 
Woodhouse-Beyer embraces 
community involvement. The 
best way to awaken people to 
the mission of archaeology, · 
she said, is not to shut them 
out, but to usher them in. 

That's why one rainy "day 
in July, the Pestrikoffs sat in 
a circle of elders inside one 
of the big Weatherports. On a 
ta~le burned a stone lamp, lit 
With a cottongrass wick. 
Above hung a 1960s aerial 
map of Afognak village, 
which lies directly across the 

JOin archaeologists 
bay from the archaeology 
camp. Most of the elders 
were born in the village and 
lived there until a tsunami 
slammed it following the 
Good Friday Earthquake of 
1964. 

From the air, the old vil
lage now appears as an eerie, 
coastal swamp, where grar. 
decaying houses are tipped 
on end. sinking into time. Af
ter the tidal wave, instead of 
scattering, the people of 
Afognak moved away ·as a 
group, choosing a long, shal
low cove on Kodiak Island 
and naming it Port Lions. 
Even though Afognak village 
is a short boat ride away, the 
Pestrikoffs hadn't been back 
in 13 years. 

Early in the week, camp 
staff ferried elders there to 
help unlock their memories. 
Prompted by Jeff Leer, a lin
guist at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks, they tried 
to recall decades-old details 
about such things as village 
games, family connections, 
trading practices, traditional 
stories and their own person
al histories. Julia Pestrikoff 
said her father was a blue
eyed, blond-haired Russian, 
not unusual in this region of 
Alaska, where Russian and 
Aleut cultures have mixed 
since the 1700s. She said her 
husband courted her in Afog
nak by inviting her for 
corned beef soup. Another 
time, it was chocolate cake. 
They've been married 63 
years and have one son. She 
still recalls the view of the 
sea from their home in the 
village. 

"It used to be so peaceful, 
so nice and quiet," she said. 

And then, as a secret aside: 
"My heart is still in Afog
nak." 

THE LOST ARTEL 
The short stretch of beach 

that leads away from the Dig 
Afognak camp actually is not 
a beach. at all, but a storm 
berm, created by the 1964 
tsunami. As Woodhouse-Bey
er walked it, she explained 
how a previous tidal wave 
had swept this same shore
line around 1550, destroying 

at excavations 

a thriving village. Woad
house-Beyer. a doctoral can
didate at Brown University, 
came to work for the Afog
nak Native Corp. in 1994. A 
specialist in cultural contact, 
she wanted to learn more 
about how Russian coloniza
tion affected Alutiiq culture. 

Alutiiq peoples and their 
language are found from the 
western end of the Alaska 
Peninsula to Prince William 
Sound, including Kodiak. 
While the Russians recog
nized them as different from 
Aleuts, they lumped all area 
Natives together, and not un
til recently have the Alutiiq 
themselves made a distinc
tion. Historians once be
lieved the Alutiiq were no
mads who settled the area 
800 years before the Russian 
invasion. Now, archaeologi
cal evidence suggests these 
people may have occupied 
the archipelago for thou
sands of years. 

On Afognak, Woodhouse
Beyer and colleagues are 
stud;·ing two important sites. 
The first is the village that 
overlooked Afognak Bay -
the one destroyed in the 16th 
century tsunami. Patrick 
Saltonstall, an archaeologist 
from the University of Wis
consin, called it the Settle
ment Point Site, and dates it 
at 400 to 700 years old. 

For 300 years, its villagers 
thrived in a maritime culture, 
jigging for salmon with bone 
hooks and hunting sea mam· 
mals with barbed harpoons. 
They lived in ciqlluaqs (in 
Russian, barabaras): round, 
subterranean houses sup
ported by posts and covered 
with sod. They cooked their 
meals in clay-lined pits, 

Please see Page E-7. AFOGNAK 
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where arch<:~eologists have 
found salmon bones and 
charcoal remains. Some of 
the pus were .:uh.l storage for 
a variety of staples lh<:~l in· 
cluded "stinky fish." or pick
led salmon. The wmter stor
a8e pits sustained these Na· 
rives of an era scientists call, 
the Koniag Tradition, a time 
when Afo8nak's climate 
cooled considerably and food 
became scarcer, especially in 
winter. 

The second site is much 
younger, but or mysterious 
origin. In the summer or 
1994, Woodhouse-Seyer dug 
a test pit in a long, rectangu· 
lar depression high in the 
spruce trees near the Seule· 
ment site. She immediately 
unearthed a number of hems, 
including a Russian-style 
shoe and gla!is trading beads. 

From the beginning, the 
site promised riches. Wood· 
bouse-Beyer dates it at 
around 1800. She believes a 
wooden house stood here, the 
home of a Russian supervisor 
who managed an ariel. a 
work camp where Alutiiq 
were made to harvest sea ot· 
ter fur for the Russian Amer
ican Co. Historic record has 
always been vague on the lo
cation or a work camp operat· 
ing in the archipelago in the 
19th century. After five sum
mers or eltcavation, Wood· 
house-Beyer is convinced the 
!iettlement is the lost artel. 

The supervi:r;or's house, 
the main struct~re. wa., built 
between UUCJ and 1823 -
during an era calleiL.I the Russ
ian American Period (.1741· 
1867). Thi!i was a time when 
the Kodiak archipelago was 
the center or Russian expan· 
sionlsm in America. When 
the prom11shlenniki, or Russ· 
ian traders, first came here, 
an estimaled annoo ~o 15.000 
Alutiiq livelLI :Klink -
more than no¥ ·n the en· 
tire archipelaL _ 1ut .2.500 
f'lt'nple. Many died of mfec· 

tious diseases. 
The supervisor's house 

was a single wooden struc· 
ture with glass windows, a 
porch and hand-hewn noor 
boards. A Native woman 
probably lived in one corner 
of the house, where archaeol· 
ogists found sinew thread, 
ulus and pieces of pelt. Our· 
ing this era. Russian men 
were encouraged to marry 
Native women and start ram-

ilies. Their children wen~ 
called creoles and enJoyed 
special pnvilege in their 
communities. 

The supervisor may have 
been far from home, bur he 
lived a European lifestyle. 
The house was abundant with 
luxury artifacts such as trade 
beads, a crystal goblet. chan· 
delier and sulphur for gun 
powder. Woodhouse·Beyer 
knows the home's Cloor 

plankinH ran north to south. 
smce artifacts that fell 
through the cracks are found 
in lines. She was confused by 
the unusual layout of a double 
fireplace with a single chtm· 
ney, until a visiting elder said 
the design reminded her of 
the home of a Russian family 
she'd once known as a girl in 
Afognak village. 

Despite its superior place· 
ment on the hillside, the 

home site was an unfortunate 
choice, since rts draina~e was 
poor. Woodhouse·Beyer 
pointed out a long dilch that 
led away from the porch. a 
kind of futile storm drain. 
The tradillonal-style housrng 
of the workers at the base of 
the hill probably were much 
cozier. 

According to Woodhouse
Seyer, the artel represents 
the most extensive study of 

the Russian America pedod 
m the North Pacific cullural 
region. Archaeolol!ists have 
taken about 60,000 Alutiiq 
and Russian items from it, in· 
cludinl! the larl!eSt collection 
of trading beads ever exca· 
vated from the archipeiii80 
- about 6,000. These ani
facts are housed in the Aluti· 
iq Museum & Archaeological 

Please see Page E·IO, AFOGNAK 
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Dispersants no cure-all, but they have role in spills 
By ERNIE PIPER 

Thinj.ls arc truly different today 
in Prince William Sound than they 
were in 1989, as Stan Stephens not· 
ed in his Compass piece of Wcdnt'S· 
day. But one thing hasn't chanj.lcd: 
Containin!-l and removing oil from 
the ocean is a very inefficient 
process; its success dependent on 
weather. luck and time more than 
on the quantity and quality of your 
equipment. 

That's where the Prince William 
Sound He!!innal Citizens Advisory 
Council's ar~umcnts :tgainst dispcr· 
sants Slllrt to weaken considerably. 
In a real spill, }'OU don't have the 
time to try e\'erything else heforc 
tryin(-l dispersants. Within a few 
hours on the water, e\'eq• techniqlll: 
hecmnes less and less effective. Oil 
(especially nur "asphalty" North 
Slnpt• cnttld tJuid<ly mixes with 
w:llt•r, fnnning a I hick t•mulsinn 
th.11 won't skimt•astly, won't rc:uhly 
·tmrn. and won't disperse easily with 
dtt>rnicnls 

1\kanwlult•, wind. currents und 
seas hreuk up comjl:'tct slicks into 
streaks and slugs, and the Iunger 
it's out there, the more likely it is to 
cnmc ashore. And once it comes 
ashore, you're guaranteed a long, 
disruptive shoreline cleanup - or 
years of tar le'ft in place. Uad choic· 
cs, i!ll around. 

I spent much of the seven years 
hctwcen l\1arch 1989 and July 1995 
either working on the cleanup or 

COMPASS 
POit, t S !!F 1/II<W fi\UM OUA f.OMMUNifY 

measuring the residual effects of 
~horcline oilinR. and I assure }'m!, I 
hope no one has to do thnt again. 
Shoreline cleanup is little more than 
mannging a series of unplt•asant de· 
cisions, nil of which produce some 
measure of dama~c, The place to 
stop shoreline damage is on the wa
ter. ;md there aren't a Jot of cusy 
choices there. either. 

Skimmers arc hasically the same 
machines they were 10 years ago. 
Thcv work hcst when seas arc calm. 
towfng vessels have properly col· 
leered oil in booms, ami they arc in 
n ncar-shore nrCil where the vessel 
is most stahle. 'l'hc nwrc t•mulsificd 
the oil is. the cnhle•· the waters. the 
l'l'ficiency tends Ill go liown. 
They've got their time and their 
place. 

In situ hurning, wlulc desirable, 
depends heavily on special equip· 
ment (firc·resistant boom), good ig· 
nition, the water content of the 
slick, wind and sea state. You've got 
to keep oxygen flowing to the fire 
(no easy task), and you have to 
make sure everyone im•olved in the 
process is safe. II will work under 
the right conditions. hut not every
where, and not much after the 
volatile gases that burn best have 

then. 

There are technical and regulatory 
guidelines for dispersant use, but they 
come down to this. Don't use chemicals in 
near-shore areas or sensitive habitats, and 
don't depend on chemicals alone. 

In 1989, we were all caught with 
our pants down, the industry espe
cially. They had no trained crews, 
minimal and outdated equipment. 
and no clue how to converse with 
the puhlic ami puhlic aJ!cncics on 
tough options in spill response 
Without an ahilit}' to conduct a ma· 
jor on-thc-w:llcr. response, they 
reached ri~ht for the dispersants. 
It was the wrong choice, and we 

evaporated. 
Whi<:h hrin~JS us to dispersants. 

They hnvc limitations, too, srmw of 
which Stephens discussed. But the 
one not mentioned is one of the 
most important: Dispcrsnnts have 
t•rmghly the same small window of 
maximum l'ffecti\•cness that other 
techniques do. If you can'tusc them 
quickly, tlnn't hmlwr, 

One uf th1• most appropriate 111il'S 
of dispct·sant is as :1 dcfeusivc tt•ch· 
nil)Ue used on the lending edge of 
slicks that threaten to j.lCt nut of 
control nnd head ashore. This su·at
cgy has a legitimate place in our 
spill-response su·atcgy, and dispcr
snnts should he, i!S responders sn;·. 
"in the toolhox." 

II ere 'iu Alaska, the stratcgr fo1· 
a majol' spill response is multifac
eted: Burn where you can, skim 
whel'c you can, usc dispcrs:mts on 
the leading edge of shoreline
threatening slicks. This strategy 
has e\'oh·cd over time and has been 

were right to make them back up 
dcmonst rated at several spill and get equipment here, not just 
,(rills. chemicals. 

Tht•rc arc ll•chnicaland rc~::ulato· Tmlay, tliat's not the case. The 
rr guidelines for dispersant usc, but command system is rational and 
they come down to this. Don't usc team-oriented. The rcJlulators arc 
chemicals in ncar-shore' areas or hettcr informed. The public has an 
sensitive h:1hitats, ilml don't depend active role in decision-making. 
on chemicals alone. The responsible The industry has made hu(lc 
p:11·ty must he held to the highest strides and can make a strong on· 
standards of successful npplicatinn, the-water effnrt under the right 
i.e .. they've got to prnve the oiling conditions. 
conditions arc right, that they've Much of the current strategy is 
Jlnt the right dispersant-to-oil ratio, built ;1round keeping oil off the 
and that they can safely deliver the shorelines. That makes sense, and 
dispersilnt where it's supposed to he dispcrsmus can he both effective 
dropped. But in a big spill, it's got to and useful as part of an overall on· 
be in the toolbox right from the the-water strategy. It's up to us to 
start. make sure they're used right. 

I understand, to some degree. the .- .;.....-------------
advisory council's concern that dis· i.l Ernie Piper was on-scene coordinator for 
persants should not work their way the state of Alaska's response lo the Exxon 
to the top of the list in U.S. spill rc· Valdez oil spilt. He Is a consultant wtlose 
sponse. However, there's a big dif· company provides emergency communica· 
ferencc between 1989 and now that tions support for BP Exploration (Alaska) 
makes me less skeptical of dispel·· lnc.,althoughPiperdoesnotworkonBPis· 
sant strategies than J was back sues. His views are his own. 

-- ----·---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Kodiak haul puts harvest In the 'pinkD 
KETCHIKAN- Commercial fishermen around Alaska are expect
ed to beat the pre-season harvest forecast of 85.6 million pink salmon 
largely because of the unexpected catch of 21 million fish near 
Kodiak, biologists say. 

The state had forecast a Kodiak harvest of about 6 million pinks. 
The commercial seine harvest of pink salmon in Southeast Alaska 

improved slightly this year, but the overall pink catch for the region 
is not expected to reach pre-season estimates. 

The surprisingly large pink harvest at Kodiak worked to keep 
prices paid fishermen at about the same levels as a year ago. 

Prices have averaged about 15 cents per pound for seine-caught 
pinks around the state, Savikko said. 

Associated Press reports 
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Wake study proposed for Kenai River 
Army Corps of Engineers to rese~rch effect of boat traffic on shoreline erosion 
By DOUG LOSHBAUGH 

Peninsula Clanon 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
$ i 00,000 in its budget for work on the Kenai 
River watershed. It's spending part of the 
money planning a study to help pinpoint how 
much erosion on the Kenai River results 
from boat wakes. 

don't want to admit it." said Ken Eisses. 
Alaska hydraulics and hydrology section 
chiefforthe Corp~ in Alaska. "This is a good 
chance to get the data:· 

"We're excited about this, because it's 
accepted that a lot of erosion on the nation's 
rivers is caused by boat wakes, but people 

Corps study manager Brenda Kerr said 
that after meetings with Soldotna residents 
and Ben Ellis -then ex.ecutive director of 
Kenai River Sportlishing Association Inc. 
and a member of the Kenai River Special 
Management Area advisory board - the 
Corps decided to spend some of its water
shed money to help Alaska State Parks 

... Wakes 
Continued fTom page A-1 

Thursday's meeting of the 
KRSMA board, she proposed 
Phase I-testing on an Alaska lake 
to detennine how those variables 
affect wake heights, periods and 
angle to the shore. 

In Phase I, the Corps also pro
poses bringing a geo-technical 
expert who would spray jets of 
water at the banks and compare 
rates of erosion on different parts of 
the river. Kerr said the Corps would 
provide the technical data. The ten
tative plan is that Dorava would 
translate it into a readable report. 

The lake trials and the water jets 
on the riverbank would cost 
$111,000, the Corps estimates. 
Kerr said the Corps will pay half the 
cost, and a local sponsor, such as 
the state, would pay the rest. The 
local sponsor can contribute up to a 

quarter of the total cost in-kind. 
Chris Degernes, Kenai area 

superintendent for Alaska State 
Parks. said the Department of fish 
and Game has $120,000 to con
tribute to the wake study and a 
study of overcrowding that might 
be used to justify limiting the num
ber of guides on the river. What the 
state hasn't decided is how to split 
that money between the two stud
ies. 

In a subsequent interview, 
Eisses said Phase I wouldn'tdirect
ly address the effects of wakes on 
the banks. But the lake work and 
the erosion tests would provide the 
foundation a second phase that 
would. 

'The next step is to take it to a 
flume, put in a bunch of different 
bank sections and see how they 
erode," he said. "You can put in 
bank protections and see if they're 
effective.'.' 

Members of the KRSMA board 
questioned conducting the study in 

implement the new KRSMA management 
plan. 

deeper hulls, boats with heavier loads and 
boats operating nearer to shore, and suggest
ed regulating those factors could reduce ero
sion. The KRSMA plan recommends further 
studies before any changes in the present 35-
horsepower limit that covers much of the 
Kenai River. 

What struck the Corps was a recommen· 
tlation for additional study of the effects of 
boat wakes, she said. The Corps met with 
U.S. Geological Survey hydrologist Joe 
Dorava. who compared boat traffic and rates 
of erosion at several sites on the Kenai River 
in '1995 and 1996. 

Kerr said the Corps concluded the next 
step should be a study under controlled con
ditions to isolate the effects of hull type. 
loading, si>eed and distance from shore. At 

Dorava found the greatest erosion at Big 
Eddy. where boat traffic was heavie~t. He 
measured bigger wakes from boats with See WAKES, back pag.~ 

a lake. The river flows at 6 or 8 
knots. said board member Brannon 
Ames, Boats traveling upstream 
might produce different wakes than 
those traveling downstream. 

"To have this study be meaning
ful to anybody, there's going to 
have to be some work done in the 
river," said board member Peggy 
Mullen. 

Eisses said Dorava already has 
good data from boats on the river, 
including wave heights produced 
by particular kinds of boats. But on 
the river, you can't always separate 
the effects of changes in the vari
ables you're testing from the 
effects of changes in the current, or 
the wakes from passing boats. 

"If you want a good comparison 
of the effects of different boats, 
horsepower and loading, you'd 
better take all the other stuff out," 
he said. 

That's the reason for a con
trolled study on a lake. 

Eisses said researchers already 

understand the effects of current . 
It's easier to do a controllea study 
and add those back than to work on 
the river and separate them out. On 
the river, be said, flow and current 
can change dramatically from day 
to day. . 

Soldotna Mayor Ken Lancaster, 
also a KRSMA board member, 
questioned the $12,500 allocated to 
spray jets of water at the banks. 
Soils vary so much from place to 
place that it would be difficult to 
gather enough information on ero
sion to be meaningful, he suggest
ed. 

But Eisses said the whole idea is 
to determine erosion ·rates in differ
ent parts of the river. Then, if 
there's a flume study, researchers 
can make sure it reflects what hap
pens on the river. It also makes 
sense to bring experts from several 
fields at the same time, he said, 
because then, everyone gets a bet
teridea of what's going on and what 
to test. 
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Faulty review 
TRUSTEES AND staff members of the joint federal-state 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council were understn.ndably 
thrilled with what amounted to an "attaboy" from the General 
Accounting Office. • · 

At the request of Sen. Frank Murkowski, the GAO reviewed the 
records covering the first $600 million, spent through 1997. The 
repozt concluded that the council generally is appropriately 
disbursing money to help restore damaged resources in Prince 
William Sound. 

TI1e GAO noted only a few areas for mild criticism. For instance, 
it said the council may have spent a little more than necessary to 
acquire some land from Native col'pOrations. 

Murkowski highlighted this particuJar criticism when he . 
announced the release of the GAO report last week. The secretary of 
Interior's representative in Alaska, Deborah Williams, responded h\1 

saying the higher prices were justified to obtain what the council 
con::;iders valuable wildlife habitat 

Not that we wish to be a spoilsport, but let's ask: Why quibble 
over the price paid for an acre of land? How did this relatively minor 
point come to be the principle matter for discussion? 

It would be like investigating a bank robbery and issuing a report 
that discusses the gas rnileage of the getaway car. Would that lead to 
a puhlic dehate over whether a Chevy or Ford was the better choice? 
Wouldn't the public demand the attention be focused on the bigger 
picture - the bank robbery, itself? 

It .is the bigger pictw-e that the GAO missed in its review of the 
council's activities. Rather than nitpicking a few extra nickels spent 
to acquire Native-owned parcels, the agency should have questioned 
the policy of grabbing up the lands to bttin with. 

TI1e lion's share of the nearly $1 billion Exxon settlement is being 
used by the council to buy Native land in Prince William Sound. 
These are lands Uncle Sam distributed under the 1971 Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act - lands intended to be an ongoing 
source of revenue for Native generations still to come. 

L .. "lnd purchases completed so far have made some middle men 
and lobbyists very rich and provided certain Native groups with a 
short-tenn financial windfalL 

The question the GAO should have addressed is what happens 
years fi-om now when that windfall is long spent? How will Uncle 
Sam explain to young Natives that their land endowment was sold 
decades ago - bought with oil spill money? 

The trusk'cs may have done a good job in the eyes of the GAC 
Hut it's lime for the council to be disbanded - and time for the 
remaining funds w be turned over to the University of Alaska ano 
used to advance teaching and learning. 
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Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By Jody Seitz 

Prince William Sound 
seal pups big and fat 
T:erc may not be. · m::ny of them, but harbor se~ls in Prince Will

am Sound arc looking fat and healthy, accorrlmg to Alaska De
partment of Fish & Game Biologist Kathy Frost. 

One theory about the seal decline is that there isn't enough food of 
the right species and age for the pups to survive the most difficult yc:Jt 
of life - the first year. However. right now year·old seals arc ahout 
twicc as fat as yc:Jtlings in Canada or the west coa.~t of the United 
States. · 

"Prince William Sound right now has some of the biggest, fattest 
healthiest seal pups in the .entire world. We've had hiologists coming 
out with us the last two years who work on harhor seals in eastern 
Canada, Oregon, and California. and they arc astounded :lt how hig and 
fat Prince William Sound seals :Jte," Frost said .. 

Frost travels to Prince William Sound twice a year to collect data 
and count harhor seals. In June they catch seal pups to put satellite 
transmiuers on them, and do a variety of measurements. Researchers 
had lx..:n focused on adults, but when several y.:ars of work showed no 
app:Jtent reason for the population decline, they l:x:gan to concentrate 
on pups. Between this year and last year they've tagged a total of 20 
pups. They'll also tag pups next year. 

The transmitters fall off once the seals molt. 
In August the seals shed their coats and spend hours hauled out on 

rocks, soaking up whatever sunshine there is. and growing their new 
pelts. This makes it easier to count them. Survey flights go from Cordova 
across the southern end of the sound. up through the islands in the 
middle, across the northern sound. and hack to Cordova. ahout a three
hour circle. On August 25, she counted 799. "I tricd awful hard for 
SOOth seal. hut I didn't sec it," Said Frost. 

Telling the difference in seal numhers from cast to west is diffi
cult, said Frost, but in general, the eastern side of the sound, includ
ing the Pon Gravina area, has fewer seals rhan the soulhern sound. 
"Some: pans of I he sound just sc:c:m to have more seals. The: sourh
crn pan of rhe sound is- hig scal country. There 01rc a Jot of lhe 
lhings seals like to eat, such as herring and capclin. in lhar area. 
And the biggest rocky haulouts are around Channel lsl.and, Pon 
Chalmers. and Stockdale Harbor. Pen Gravina has some pretty big 
h<~ulouts, hut in Iota!, fewer seals than the southern sound," said 
Frost. 

The satellite tags have shown that most of the pups born in Prince 
William Sound stay there the first year of their life. Some go into the 
Gulf of Alaska to feed. The fact that the pups are hig and fat when 
rhey are weaned shows that the mother was also in good health. 

The technique to measure the seals' body fat was developed only 
recently. 

There is no information ahout harhor seal pup condition early in 
lhe decline, or rhc years immediately after the oil spill. Eventually 
Frost hopes to use the information from salellite tags to better under
srand feeding hehavior and seal movements and compare !heir acrivi
lics here with those in southcasl Alaska, where their populations arc 
thriving. 

Jod_v Seitz lives in Cordova and a/sa produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio program. The series is spo11sored by the Exxo11 Val.de:. 
Oil Spill Trustee Council to prm•ide informatiou abtJut restnratioll,ac: 
til·itie.r withi11 the s ill re ion. 
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Fish board to consider area proposals next mo~th 
By Roger Kane 
LOG Staff 

The Alaska Depanment of Fish 
and Game's 1998-99 Board of 
Fisheries regulatory proposals 
have been compiled and the board 
will meet to consider them begin· 
ning Oct. 20 and running through 
March 26. 

Those relevant to the 
Resurrection Bay drainage will be 
addressed Nov. 13-18 at Lands 
End Hotel on the Homer Spit. 

While !here are about a dozen 
proposals that would affect water
ways ncar Seward. not many of 
them are expected to gain board 
approval. 

Proposition 40. which proposes 
a two-fish yearly king salmon bag 
limit is designed to cover all 
waters in the Lower Cook Inlet 
regulatory area, but Fish and Game 
management biologist Barry 
Strauon in Anchorage said he will 
advise the board not to enforce the 
limit for Resurrection Bay. 

Stratton said the limit is 
designed to protect king salmon 
stocks in Homer. 

The Alaska Seal..ife Center has 
wriuen two proposals, Nos. 42 and 

-55. Proposal 42 asks the board to 
close fishing .near the SeaLi fe 
Center's fish pass to protect reiUrn
ing fish from anglers. 

The center proposes to close 
about an acre (600-by-100 feet) of 
fishable water "during the time 
when salmon are returning." 

Maureen Sims. the SeaLife 
Center's coordinator of external 
affairs. said, "This is not a provi
sion we asked for. this was one put 
upon us." 

She said the fish pass was pro-

posed by the Department of Fish 
and Game and subsequently falls 
under Fish and Game regulations. 
which state that: "Waters within 
300 feet of a fish weir or fish lad
der are closed to sport fishing. 
unless a lesser distance is indicated 
by department markers." 

The approximate acre the 
SeaLife Center proposal would 
close is a similar-sized area of 
water to that from a 300-foot 
radius closure. but its 100-by-600 
rectangular reconfiguration would 
be Jess likely to interfere with fish
ermen. 

Stra!!on said prohibiting fishing 
near the fish pass amounts to a 
sport fishing closure but said the 
board would most likely approve 
the closure if it were to begin after 
Seward's annual Silver Salmon 
Derby. 

Proposal 55 is related to the 
dietary needs of the .SeaLife 
Center's pinnipcd and seabird pop· 

ulation and asks that the board 
approve the center's desire to catch 
14,000 pounds of capelin and 
3,000 pounds of sand lance annu
ally to use as food. 

Strauon said "tons and tons of 
fish is a commercial fishery" and 
the Seal..ife Center would need to 
follow restrictions on gear. areas 
and seasons for the board to grant 
approval. 

Proposal 47. which "has an out
standing· chance" of gaining the 
board's blessings. would make dip 
netting herring legal m 
Resurrection Bay. Stratton said. 

As it is now. regulations allow 
the use of hook and line and gill
nets to catch herring. but prohibit 
dip nets. 

The proposal was drafted by 
William T. Jones. because if noth
ing is done. "it takes too long to 
catch herring with a hook and 
line," the proposal states. 

Jones was not available for 

comment on the proposal. 
Some of the proposals that 

don't stand much chance of pass
ing board muster include No. 45. 
which would open the 
Resurrection Bay sockeye salmon 
fishery to gillnet fishermen. 

Stratton said the only way to 
pass such a regulation would be to 
modify the entire state's manage
ment plan concerning salmon. And 
that's not something he sees hap
pening. 

He said the gillnctters kill f1sh 
indiscriminately and there would 
be no way to prevent pi lver> 

1 

and king salmon. as w tlthc: 
fish and wildlife, from gcttin): 
caught in the nets. 
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Visit Sea life Center without leaving home 
LOG SlaH 

Quest teacher Jerry Dillon in 
Seward and some of his students 
are creating a "virtual tour" of the 
Alaska SeaLife Center that will be 
available in a couple of weeks to 
people worldwide who log on .to 
the SeaLife Center's website at 
www.a!askasealife.org 

The students used the school 
system's digital camera to shoot 
photos of two of the SeaLife 
Center's Steller sea lions, the nags 
at the outdoor entrance of the cen
ter and .Mount, Alice across 
Resurrection Bay. By splicing 
together 18 of the photos, the 
school's computer guru, Tom 
Twigg. was able to create a 360-
dcgree panoramic view of the 
SeaLife Center. inside and out. 
Dixon said. 

Three of the Quest siUdents 
share their thoughts on the project: 

Sealife Center 
I really liked watching Kiska 

and Sugar. the two Steller sea 
lions. playing around with a fish in 
their pool. They can swim around 
their enclosure with powerful 
srrokes of their nippers, doing 
loops. We sat down and watched 
them for a long time. We watched 
them play and swim. 

I also enjoyed watching the 
male octopus. One of the Alaska 
SeaLife Center staff told us about 
this interesting animal. 

Mr. Twigg (i.e., Tom Twigg) 
took panoramic pictures and put 
them on his laptop computer. 
Later we got to look at them. We 
could view different par:ts of the 
building by moving the mouse: 

We are going to make a "virtual 
tour" and put it on the worldwide 
web. Mr. Dixon, Janessa 
Anderson, John Rugusa, Carly 
Locke and I took pictures of out
side of the building to put them on 
the worldwide web. 

Kipp Dixon 

The best thing 
The best thing about the Alaska 

SeaLife Center was the sea lions 
because they were like big, furry, 
playful giants. They were playing·· 
tag like liule kids in a playground 
full of water. 

They would look at us strange
ly like they were there to see the · 
people. The names of the two play
ful giants arc Kiska and Sugar. The 
ScaLife Center staff dropped a fish 
into the sea lions' tank. 

At first Sugar was tossing the 
fish around the tank and then 
Kiska joined in. Before you could 
say "Sugar and Kiska," they were 
chasing each other. But after the 
long run, or shall I say long swim, 
Sugar got the fish. I even thought I 
saw Sugar smile when she got the 
fish. through the 7-inch glass wall 
of her tank. 

Our Quest class went to the 
ScaLifc Center to take photos that 
will be a part of the SeaLife 
Center web page. We used a digi
tal camera so the pictures can be 
edited on the computer. People 
signing in onto the website will be 
able to sec our piCtures of the 
SeaLife Center building and a 
360-dcgrec photo of the underwa
ter viewing tanks. We picked a 
sunny day to go on the SeaLife 
Center field trip so our outdoor 

photo should be great. 
l really enjoyed my visit to the 

SeaLife Center. The digital photos 
that we took will be seen by many 
people on our web page. The sea 
lions entertained us with their antics. 
I hope that people who visit our web 
page will enjoy our pictures. 

Carly Locke 

Quest trip 
I went on a field trip with my 

Quest class to the Alaska SeaLife 
Center. We were taking pictures 
for an Internet web page. The 
SeaLife Center is different from 
other aquariums because the pub
lic and scientists arc in the same 
building. It is neat that people can 
sec scientists 'at work at the 
SeaLife Center. 

My favorite par:t of the SeaLife 
Center was when we took pictures 
of the exhibits. !thought it was fun 
to use the different kinds of cam
eras. I liked the thought that what 
I took pictures of might be on the 
Internet where thousands of peo
ple could sec it every month. The 
ScaLifc Center is cool because 
you can sec the animals in their 
habitat. With our web page, many 
other people can sec thcrn too. 

Another part of the SeaLifc 
Center that I enjoyed was watch
ing the Steller sea lions swim 
around their tank. I liked watching 
Sugar and Kiska. the two female 
sea lions, playing with their frozen 
fish. 

It was fun to go to the SeaLife 
Center. I hope lots of students can 
come here for field trips in the 
future. 

J anessa Anderson 
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Oil spill· response company buy:~ 
portable otter cleaning stations 

KENAI (AP) - The next time a big oil spill 
threatens oilers, Cook Inlet Spill Prevention and 
Response Inc. ~ill be re:.~dy. 

The spill contractor said last week it has hired 
Pl!ak Oilfield Service Co. to build portable sea 
otter cleaning and rehabilitation nwJulcs m:tde 
from ~hipping containers. 

The oucr-clcaning facility will include eight 
mPJulcs that can he moved hy boat or cargo planc. 
They will include a veterinary clinic. ft111d prepa
ration area and rooms for washing and Jrying oiled 
animals. 

Floating pens to house dc:.~ncd animals during 
their rec<Jvcry also arc included, said Doug Lentsch. 
Cook Inlet's general manager. 

As ifs planned. the center would have :1 capac
ity of 40 oilers in treatment and another 80 in 
holding pens. 

After an oil spill. the sea otters would pass 
through an assembly linl! or treatments before be
ing released. 

The animals arc particularly vuo ... :rahk to oil 
~ontamin:llitln and thousands arc thought to have 

died after the Exxon Valdez Spill in March 1989. 
Cook Inlet has a contract with the Wildlife Rapid 

Response Team, based in Longbranch. Wash., to 
treat sea otters. Jim Styers, head of the response 
h!:.Jm, was director of the Seward Otter Rehabilita
tion Center in 1989. 

Cook Inlet and Peak c>.pc<.:tto compkte the oner 
center before year's cm.J. Initially it \viii he storl!d 
at Nikiski, hut Cook Inlet may move it to Homer 
later so it will he closer to likely spill areas. Lentsch 
~mid. 

Styers has spent time in the Homer area scout
ing out hays on the south side of Ka<.:hcmak Bay 
~uitahlc ftlr lloating p~.:ns to house captive ~e:1 ot

t~.:rs iri the later stag~.:s of rehabilitation. Lents~:h 
said. 

During the 19H9 spill. Exxon spent about $80.000 
per animal to rehabilitate several hundred otters. 
Hastily built centers at Valdez. Seward and Jakalof 
Bay ncar Homer car<:d lor the animals. 

Alycska has built a sea otter facility in Valdcl 
that would he sci up in a warehouse at V·• 1•1·" 

when needed 



Sharks have always 
been around PWS 

I am continually surprised at 
what I read in the papers. The 
August 31 edition of the Anchorage 
News had an article about sharks. 
Lee Hulbert. a research biologist for 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
apparently said he had fished the 
Prince William Sound for years and 
had never seen a wiggle of a shark 
until 1995. '· 

If this is truly the case he had to 
have never talked to a fisherman 
during those years and must have 
been the most unobservant biolo-

. gist who ever drew a paycheck. 
From the first year I fished 

Coghill in 1967, I caught shark. 
Almost every year after that I 
caught shark either in my gillnet or 
siene. 

In 1968, fishing on the Krise! 
with Bob and Dolly Sherman we 
saw no less than 10 thresher sharks 
in Fidalgo and Knowles Head. 
Around 1977, I caught a 3,000 
onunci haskinJOt shark off Win~ham 

Thursday, September 17,1998 

LeHers to the editor 
Island. 

I saw a leopard shark jump clear 
out of the water off of Kinikallik, 
coming up through a school of 
salmon in 1985. In Gravina in the 
80s I saw 20 or 30 shark finning. 
So I don't know about Mr. 
Hulbert's expertise. 

For Fish and Game to prohibit 
commercial shark fishing all 
together and then compound the 
error by only allowing two shark a 
year sporuman catch is totally stu
pid. (But all in all and as par for 
the course, this is only in my opin
ion.) 

If how to see a shark is a big 
mystery, I can solve it. The hatch
ery has been having a big shark 
feed every year since 1990. What 
was it - 9 million salmon wasted 
in 1990? Or was it 1989'? This year 
probably close to it by the reports 
I've heard. 

The very real danger to all of this 
as I see it is the threat to the red 
salmon and king salmon runs off 
the Copper River Delta next year. 
If 10,000 sharks eat 10 salmon a 

day, it will take IOdays for them to 
consume· a million reds and kings. 
is anybody reading this? 

Who knows - maybe that's 
where the Bristol Bay run went. To 
unleash unlimited predator pressure 
on any species is to invite disaster 
on that species. 

So now it would appear as 
though all the predators on salmon 
are protected - sea lions, seals, 
killer whales, and now sharks. 
Then add unlimited sportsman 
pressure. 

Now guess who will get the 
blame for the red and king salmon 
decline? Three guesses and the first 
two don't count. Why, it's your 
poor old 12-hour-a-week commer
cial fisherman. I guess we all have 
black hats. 

I hope to live long enough to 
hear the Fish and Game biologist 
be honest enough to say: "We 
could have saved that salmon run if 
we had not been so damned stupid." 

If I got that wish, I'd probably 
outlive Methusala. 

Stan Samuelson 

The Cordova Times PageS 
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Audit finds no fault in 
oil spill trustees' land 
acquisition prices 
By ROSANNE PAGANO council to place irs funds within 
Associated Press Writer a federal investment system only. 

ANCHORAGE (AP) - Gov- The council, which has advocated 
ernment auditors reviewing a law change as well, said the 
higher-than-appraised prices paid federal system pays returns of 
for hundreds of acres acquired by only about 5 percent and cost 
Alaska's oil spill trustees have $439,000 in management fees in 
declined to fault the payments, fiscal 1997 alone. 
relying on council findings about The report questioned three 
the lands' unique values. scientific projects - involving 

In a General Accounting Of- Southeast pink salmon. Prince 
ficc audit released Friday, audi- William Sound killer whales and 
tors said the council paid about Kenai River sockeye - which 
56 percent above govemmenl-ap- auditors said seemed within the 
praised value for lands acquired purview of existing federal or 
for habitat restoration. state agencies. 

Neady all of that st'emmed But Stan Senner, the council's 
from five purchases involving science coordinator, said each 
ahout 360.000 acres, auditors project would not have heen un
said. Those tracts - three on denaken without oil spill seule
Kndiak Island. one in Chenega ment funds. 
and one within Kenai Fjords Na- "We helieve in all three cases 
tiona! Park- were acquired he- 1ha1 management agencies 
tween 1995 and 1997. wouldn't have had the financial 

The audit found that prices resources 10 look at those 
cvcnlu:JJiy p:1id hy I he .lrustucs projecls." Senner s:1id. 
were betw~en. two .and,,!lL'ao~t .... ·.· lt,.V{~th&-~~~G.~.Q.~y~.il;..;j 
four limes more !han gove~a~ea¥irfh ·c co'Uii'Cit''s~ 
ment-appraised value. Sellcrs' l91n. when rcvicwcrs focused on 
apprai~:1ls \ll~lk into :.u:count rc- the council's early efforts 10 hc
~ourccs "uch as ri vcrs. lakes. gin a program. 
salmon and development poten- ~ The c~rrent audit was re
tial. the auditors noted. quested by U.S. Sen. Frank 

"(Government) appraisers gcn- Murkowski, R-Aiaska, who has 
erally uetcnnincd thai the high- auackcd the council for its pur
est and hcst usc was to hold the chase of Native lands. 
land for spccularion. and thus val- The accounting office is a non
ued the land at a relatively low partisan congressional agl!ncy 
price that the ~cllcrs were unwill- thul uudits federal programs. The 
ing 10 accept." auditors said. Exxon Valdez oil spill trustees. 

The audit did not fault the a council made up of state and 
coum:il' s decision to pay more federal agency representatives. 
1han apprai~cd value. citing in- ovcrscl!s Alaska's $900 million 
stead the trustcl!s · findings that sculcmcnt paid hy Exxon after 
part: cis provided "ext:eptional the Prince William. Sound tanker 
hahitai'' or needed protection wreck in 1989. 
from possihlc hahital degrada- Molly 1\kCammon. the 
tion. council's executive direc10r. said 

Auditors also urged a change she was gratified by rhe audit. 
in federal law !hat requires the See EVOS TRUSTEES, Page 2 
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Auditors find land 
prices reasonable· 
By ROSANNE PAGANO 
THE ASIOCIATED I'Rlll 

. ANCHORAGE - Government 
auditors reviewing higher-than-ap
praised prices paid for hundreds 
of acres acquired by Alaska's oil 
spill trustees have declined to 
fault. the payments, relying on 
council findings about the lands' 
unique values. · 

In a General Accounting Office 
audit released Friday, auditors 
said the council had paid about 56 
percent above government-ap
praised vaJue for lands acquired 
for habitat restoration. 

Nearly all of that stemmed 
from five purchases . involving 
about 360,000 acres, auditors said. 
Those tracts - three on Kodiak. Is
land, one in Chenega and one with
in Kenai Fjords National Park -
were acquired between 1995 and 
1997. 

The audit found that prices 
even'tually paid by the trustees 
were between two and almost four 
times more than government-ap
praised value. Sellers' appraisals 
took into account resources such 
as rivers, lakes, salmon and devel
opment potential, the auditors 
noted. 

"(Government) appraisers 
generally determined that the 
highest and best use was to hold 
the land for speculation, and thus 
valued the land at a relatively low 
price that the sellers were unwill
ing to accept," auditors said. 

The audit did not fault the coun
cil's decision to pay more than ap;. 
praised value, citing instead the 
trustees' findings that parcels pro
vided "exceptional habitat" or 
.needed protection from possible 
habitat degradation. 

Auditors also urged a change in 
federal law that requires the coun
cil to place its funds within a fed
eral investment system only. The 
council, which has advocated a 
law change as well, said the feder
al system pays returns of only 
about 5 percent and cost $439,000 
in management fees in fiscal 1997 
alone. 

The report questioned three sci
entific projectS - involving South
east pmk salmon, Prince William 
Sound killer whales and Kenai 
River sockeye - which auditors 1 

said seemed within the purview of I' 

existing federal or state agencies. 
But Stan Senner, the council's 

science coordinator, said each pro
ject would not have been under
taken without oil spill settlement 
funds. 

"We believe in all three cases · 
that management agencies · 
wouldn't have had the financial re
sources to look at those projects," 
Senner said. 

It was the second GAO audit 
aimed at the trustee council since ' 
1993, when reviewers focused on 
the council's early efforts to begin 
a program. · 
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