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Exxon Valdez Oil. Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Trustee Co~il Members 

Molly McCa on 
Executive Dir tor 

D~cember 11 , 1997 

· Briefing materials for December 18, 1997 meeting 

This memo, draft agenda and enclosures constitute your briefing packet for the 
December 18 meeting. 

1. Meeting Notes. The draft meeting notes for the October 3 and October 28 Trustee 
Council meetings are enclosed. 

2. PAG Meeting Summary. Notes from the Nov 4-5 PAG meeting are provided. 
I 

3. Financial Report. Two financial reports are enclosed. The Quarterly Report for the 
period ending September 30, 1997 is provided showing Work Plan expenditures and 
obligations by year and restoration category. Also enclosed are the financial statements 
for the period ending November 30, 1997. 

4: Habitat Protection Reports. EnClosed is a recently updated small parcel·status . 
report; there have been no major changes under the large parcel program since the last, 

· report dated September 29, 1997. Negotiations continue with AJV on acquisition of 
:habitat on northern Afognak Island. Also provided is a map 'that depicts a land· 
exchange effort by the USFWS on southern Kodiak Island. Additional information will 
be provided at the meeting. 

· 5. 1998 Restoration Workshop. An agenda for the upcoming 1998 Restoration 
Workshop tO be held January 28-29 at the Captain Cook Hotel is enclosed. Also note . 

·that' the annual workshop will be preceded by technical review sessions on each of the 
.· three major ecosystem investigations (SEA, APEX and NVP). 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Departmoot of the Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
U.S. Department ol Agriculture Alaska Departmllflt ot Environmental Conservation 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 
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6. Bibliography of Trustee Council Sponsored Research. A copy of the most recent 
version of the bibliography is enclosed with 218 publication citations. 

7. Archaeology Planning. Since the last meeting on October 3, substantial efforts have 
been undertaken to review a draft resolution regarding archaeological repositories in 
the Chugach and lower Cook Inlet region. A briefing memorandum that describes these 
efforts, together with draft resolutions and associated materials, are enclosed. 

8. FY 98 Work Plan - Deferred Projects. Two spreadsheets concerning the FY 98 Work 
Plan deferred projects are provided. One spreadsheet is a summary (i.e., "numbers 
only" version) while the other provides more detailed information including the Chief 
Scientist and Executive Director recommendations on the projects. An update on the 
progress toward the timely completion of overdue reports is also provided. 

9. Budget Amendment for Project 98126. The State is requesting additional funding 
within the 98126 budget to accommodate increased participation by ADF&G in 
negotiations for the AJV parcel and additional funding within the DNR budget for 
financial support for the exchange of state land on Sitkalidik Island for Old Harbor land . 
on the north shore of Kiliuda Bay, as referenced in the Old Harbor purchase agreement. 
Additional funding is also requested for Department of Law negotiation support. The 
Sitkalidik Exchange will involve the exchange of approximately 8,000 acres of state 
land on Sitkalidik Island for approximately 4,700 acres of Old Harbor Native Corporation 
Land on the north shore ofKiliuda Bay. Statute and regulation requ'ire an extensive 
public process for land exchanges and that the lands exchanged be of equal value. 
Typically, exchanges are rather complicated and time consuming and this effort is 
expected to take two years to complete. The attached budget reflects funding required 
in both FY 98 and FY 99. 

10. Tatitlek Acquisition -Amendment. At the time the Council packet was assembled, 
we did not have materials _to include on this agenda item. More information will be 
provided as it becomes available. 

11. Small Parcels - Action Items. A number of small parcel action items are being 
proposed. These include requested action to authorize the· purchase ofa number of 
parcels (KEN 12/Baycrest, KEN 1 051 & 1 052/Salamatof, KAP 220/Mouth of the 
Ayakulik River, and KAP 226/Karluk River Lagoon) as well- as the proposal to designate . 
PWS 1 056/Biondeau as a Parcel Meriting Special Consideration. Benefit reports, maps 
and other information regarding. these small parcels are enclosed. 

12. Restoration Reserve Planning. A draft schedule for restoration reserve planning 
activities is provided along with the most recent version of the draft options paper which 
reflects input from the most recent PAG meeting. 

13. Other Small Parcel Information- Materials concerning. three recent small parcel 
proposals is provided for your reference: 1. Cape Chiniak -A proposal from the Kodiak 



, ..... ' 

Island Borough'regarding these lands is enclosed; 2. Seldovia Native Association
Information from the Seldovia Native Association concerning the possibility of SNA 
selling a 50 year lease on lands in the vicinity of Peterson Bay in Kachemak Bay is 
provided; and 3. Bay View Incorporated- A letter and map from Bay View Incorporated 
is enclosed regarding the possible sale of lands on the lower Alaska Peninsula. 

14. News Clips. Enclosed are recerit newspaper articles of interest to the Trustee 
Council. 

15. Miscellaneous Correspondence. Enclosed are copies ofrecent letters and 
messages from various individuals. 



·Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

AGENDA 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEETING . 

DEC,EMBER 18, 1997_@ 8:30 A.M. 
645 G STRE:ET, ANCHORAGE 

Trustee Council Members: 

BRUCE BdlELHO/CRAIG TILLERY 
Attorney Generalrtrustee 

MICHELE BROWN 
Commissioner 

' ' .· 
12/10/97 
3:50pm 

. oli4f:t:: 

State of Alaska/Representative Alaska Department of E·nvironmental 
Conservation 

DEBO.RAH WILLIAMS 
Trustee Re.presentative fcir Fish & 
. · Wildlife & Pa·r~s • 
u.s. Department of the Interior 

STEVE PENr\fOYER 

PHIL JANIK 
Region'al Forester-:- Alaska Re·gion 
U.S. Department ofAgticlllture 
Forest Service 

FRANK RUE 
Dire·ctor, Alaska Region · Commissioner 
National Marine Fisheries Service Alaska Department of Fish & Game __ _ 

Teleconferenced throughout the Spill Area through the UO 
Federal Chair 

1. · Call to Order 8:30 a.m. 
- Apprbval of Agenda 
- Apprc:ival of October 3 and 28, 1997 meeting notes 

2. Publ_ic Advisor)' Group Report- Rupert Andrews, Chair 
(Via telecOnference) 

3. Exec"utive Director's Report- Molly McCammon 
-Administrative Issues 

-Status of EVOS Investments 
- Status of CRIS Fees 

- Habitat Protection 
- Large Pa~cel Status Report 
~Small Parcel Status Report 

-Resea·rch and Monitoring 
-1998 Workshop 
- Bibliography of Publications 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 
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4. Public Comment -Period 9:30 a.m. 

Action Items: . 

5. Archaeological Re-storation* . 

6. Executive 8ession to Discuss Habitat Protection· (lunch provided) 

7. Deferred Projects* 

. . 

8. Budget Amendment ori Project 98126* 

9. Tatitlek Package Ani.eridmeht*· 

10. 'Small Parcels* . 
- Blondeau, PWS.;.1 056, PMSC -Appraisal 
- Baycrest, KEN:.12 
- Salamatof, KEN-1051 & 1052 
- Karluk River Lag·ooh, KAP-226 
-Mouth of AyakulikHiver, KAP-220 

10. Restoration Reser'le Options b_iscussion* 

*indicates tentative action items 

Adjourn -5 p.m. 

raw 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEETING ACTIONS 

October 3, 1997@ 10:30 a.m. 

By Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

Trustee Council Members Present: 

•Jim Wolfe, USFS 
Deborah Williams, USDOI 
•Steve Pennoyer, NMFS 

*Chair 
In Anchorage: 
In Juneau: 

• Alternates: 

•Frank Rue, ADF&G 
•Ginny Fay, ADEC 
*•Craig Tillery, ADOL 

Jim Wolfe served as an alternate for Phil Janik for the entire meeting. 
Bill Hines served as an alternate for Steven Pennoyer from 2:16 p.m. to adjournment. 
Claudia Slater served as an alternate for Frank Rue from 11 :30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Ginny Fay served as an alternate for Michele Brown for the entire meeting. 
Craig Tillery served as an alternate for Bruce Botelho for the entire meeting. 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

APPROVED MOTION: Approved the Agenda. Motion by Pennoyer, second by Rue. 

2. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 

APPROVED MOTION: Approved August 6, 1997 Trustee Council meeting notes. Motion 
by Rue, second by Pennoyer. 

3. Homer Spit Small Parcels 

APPROVED MOTION: Authorized funding of $422,100 to purchase a total of 
approximately 68.7 acres on the Homer Spit (KEN 1060A, B, C, & 
D). Also authorized $574,000 for approximately 38 acres at Beluga 
Slough (KEN 1061). Motion by Rue, second by Fay. 

Public comments received from 10 individuals from Juneau, Valdez, Fairbanks, 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 



Chenega, Homer, Anchorage, and Cordova. 

4. Technical Budget Amendment 

APPROVED MOTION: The funding approved for Project 97180, Kenai Habitat Restoration 
and Recreation Enhancement, is capital and does not lapse 
September 30, 1997. Motion by Rue, second by Wolfe. 

Meeting recessed at 3:25 p.m. 

raw 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEETING ACTIONS 

October 28, 1997 @ 1 :30 p.m. 

By Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

Trustee Council Members Present (all telephonically): 

• Jim Wolfe, USFS 
Deborah Williams, USDOI 
Steve Pennoyer, NMFS 

*Chair 
In Anchorage: Deborah Williams 
In Juneau: Michele Brown, Rob Bosworth and Frank Rue 
In California: Craig Tillery 
In Vancouver: Steve Pennoyer 
In West Virginia: Jim Wolfe 

• Alternates: 

• Frank Rue, ADF&G 
Michele Brown, ADEC 
*•Craig Tillery, ADOL 

Jim Wolfe served as an alternate for Phil Janik for the entire meeting. 
Rob Bosworth served as an alternate for Frank Rue for the first 30 minutes. 
Craig Tillery served as an alternate for Bruce Botelho for the entire meeting. 

1. Reinvestment of Maturing Securities 

APPROVED MOTION: Reinvest the maturing securities, principal plus interest, into a Zero 
Coupon U.S. Treasury Security, maturing on or about November 
15, 2004. Motion by Williams, second by Pennoyer. 

2. Executive Session 

APPROVED MOTION: Adjourn into executive session for the purpose of discussing habitat 
acquisition. Motion by Pennoyer, second by Brown. 

Off Record at 1 :38 p.m. 
On Record at 2:43 p.m. 

No public comments were received during this meeting. 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 



Meeting Summary 

A. GROllP: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Public Advisory Group (PAG) 

.f', 

B. DATE/TIME: November 4-5, 1997 

C. LOCATION: Anchorage, Alaska 

D.MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:. 

~ 
Rupert Andrews, Chair 
Torie Baker 
Chris Beck 
Pam Brodie 
Sheri Buretta 
Dave Cobb (via telecon) 
James King 
Mary McBurney 
Chuck Meacham· 
Chip Dennerlein 
Brenda Schwantes 
Stacy Studebaker 
Chuck Totemoff 
Howard Valley 
Mark Hodgins (ex officio) 

E. NOT REPRESENTED: 

Name 
Eleanor Huffines 
Nancy Yeaton 
Vacant 
Loren Leman (ex officio) 

F. OTHER PARTICIPANTS: 

~ 
Catherine Berg 
Veronica Christman 
Traci Cramer 
Carol Fries 
Dave Gibbons 
Chuck Gilbert 
Joe Hunt 
Laura Johnson 
Mark Kuwada 

Principal Interest 
Sport Hunting· and Fishing 
Commercial Fishing 
Public-at-Large 
Environmental 
Public-at-Large 
Local Goverm;nent 
Public-at-Large 
Aquaculture 
Science/ Academic 
Conservation 
Public:-at-Large 
Recreation Users 
Native Landowners 
Forest Products 
Alaska State House 

Principal Interest 
Commercial Tourism 
Subsistence 
Public-at-Large 
Alaska State Senate 

Organization 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Trustee Council Staff 
Trustee Council Staff 
AK Department of Natural Resources 
U.S. Forest ServiCe 
National Park Service 
Trustee Council Staff 
Chugachmuit 
AK Department of Fish and Game 

.. 
i 
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Barat LePorte 
Molly McCammon 
Rita Miraglia 
Doug Mutter 
Theresa Obermeyer 
Karl Pulliam (via telecon) 
Bud Rice 
Sandra Schubert 
Stan Senner 
Hugh Short 

Claudia Slater 
Bob Spies (via telecon) 
Joe Sullivan 
Alex Swiderski 
Lisa Thomas 
Al Tyler 
Cherri Womac 

G. SUMMARY: 

Bogle and Gates 
Trustee Council Executive Director 
AK Department of Fish anq Game 
Designated Federal Officer, Dept. of Interior 
Public 
Public 
National Park Service 
Trustee Council Staff 
Trustee Council Staff 
Trustee Council Community Involvement 
Coordinator 
_AK Department of Fish and Game 
Chief Scientist, Trustee Council 
AK Department of Fish and Game 
AK Department of" Law 
U.S. Geological Survey 
University of Alaska 
Trustee Council Staff 

The meeting was opened November 4 at 8:30a.m. by Rupert Andrews. After roll call, the 
summary of the July 16, 1997 meeting was approved. 

Molly McCammon provided the Executive Director's report. She reported on the status 'of 
legislation to change management of EVOS accounts, which are held in the U.S. Court 
System. Some changes not desired by the Trustee Council are being proposed. The Trustee 
Council will meet December 18 to act on deferred projects for this year's work plan. A harbor 
seal workshop will be held November 12-13, 1997. Negotiations are underway for large 
parcel acquisitions with Afognak Joint Venture and with Koniag. An agreement was reached 
for acquisition of small parcels at Homer. 

McCammon gave an overview of the restoration reserve planning process. Ideas for a research 
fund were put forward as early as September 1989. Arliss Sturgulewski andthe PAG have put 
forward papers on the reserve concept. The Trustee Council has asked for a full public 
planning process at this time, to assist them in deciding what to do with the reserve, and how 
to do it. Public comments were solicited in this summer's newsletter (copies were distributed 
to PAG members). 

Stan Senner reviewed the recovery status of injured resources. An official update was done in 
1996, and another will be done in 1998. Several species appear to be recovering and will 
change status. The ecosystem has not recovered, and recovery of several species is yet 
unknown. 

Veronica Christman provided a summary of the public comments on the reserve received to 
date (a summary was distributed to the PAG). Of 179 responses, 59 addressed all questions 
and 39 spoke in favor of a permanent research and· monitoring program. 
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The session was opened for public comment. Karl Pulliam (via telecon) supported increased 
research and monitoring in the Cook Iillet/Kachemak Bay area, a project to compile 
information for the area, ·and support for efforts such as Cook Inlet Keeper and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Estuarine ·Reserve program. Theresa Obermeyer 
offered comment and distributed a handout. · 

Bob Spies presented his thoughts on use of the reserve fund (a paper was distributed to the 
PAG). He and the core scientific peer review team propose a long-term research and 
monitoring program of the·northern Gulf of Alaska, taking an adaptive, interdisciplinary, 
eco~ystem approach. He estimates it will take $4-5 million annually for an effective program, 
which should cooperate with other research efforts . 

. McCammon introduced presentations on remaining habitat protection opportunities (reports 
were distributed to the PAG). Dave Gibbons went over Forest Service options within Prince 
·william Sound, noting Native shareholder homesites would be the major future 
opportunities-there are no small parcels. Chuck Gilbert discussed Park Service options, 
stating that Port Graham is not interested in selling any land, English Bay purchases are 
completed, and there are no small parcels. The coast along Lake Clark National park is a 
potential, but is involved in pending CIRI and village land deals. Mark Kuwada spoke about 
Department of Fish and Game possibilities, mainly small parcels along the Kenai River. Carol 
Fries discussed Department of Natural Resources interests, inostly Kenai River small parcels. 

I 

Alex Swiderski mentioned that many small parcels become available over a period of time, 
ones that aren't available now may be at a later date. McCammon outlined Fish and Wildlife 
Service possibilities-mainly small parcels on Kodiak Island, Afognak Island parcels, and lands 
within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. 

Hugh Short discussed.community interests (see handout #1). Hearings will be held after 
January in all rural communities, as well as Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau. Local control 
·of research, education and cultural projects are desired by most of the community facilitators, 
who represent Tribal Councils. Native internships were discussed. Native input into the 
process is desired. 

Dave Cobb suggested that assisting resources over the long-term was important, a small 
advisory group of stakeholders could manage the funds, and that there were enough land 
acquisitions. 

McCammon stated that the Trustee Council wants to present a range of options for the next 
round of public comment. There is still a mission tied to the injured resources that keeps the 
program close to the purposes outlined n the settlement. 

Al Tyler outlined the endowed Uriiversity chairs option. About $2 million can support one 
endowed chair (salary and benefits only). The specific kind of chair can be identified, and the 
method of managing finances can be established. Jim King noted that funding research 
projects through the University also gives education to others. The Group discussed endowed 
chairs and where this option should be placed in the presentation of options. Tyler proposed 
adding the following language to the option: "The incumbent of an endowed chair would 
occupy the position for a fixed term (e.g., 5 years)." 

page- 3-
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The possibility of funding a research institute was brought up. Allocation of fixed percentages 
of the fund was discussed. Increasing the amount going into the fund and allowing funds to be 
used for agency programs were also discussed. Leveraging funds with other research projects 
and perhaps establishing an overall research coordination group were ideas presented. Giving 
money to local foundations was put forth. Chuck Meacham suggesting deleting large parcel 
acquisition as an option since it would take too much of the fund to accomplish. Brenda 
Schwantes agreed, but Pam Brodie said that all options should be included for public 
discussion. Stacy Studebaker said that recreational amenities should be funded. Chip 
Dennerlein supports leaving large parcel acquisitions in the mix. 

The PAG discussed and voted on the options to be included in the draft public discussion paper 
(distributed to the PAG). 

USE: Item 1 should be called Ecosystem Research and Monitoring and should include the 
concept of coordination with other efforts, and the concept of terrestrial vs. marine 
components of the ecosystem.should be given. further thought. Passed unanimously 

Item 2 should be called: Large Parcel Habitat Protection. Inclusion in the options paper 
passed by a vote of 8 to 6, with Beck, Buretta, Cobb, Meacham, Schwantes, and Totemoff 
opposing. 

Item 3 should be called Small Parcel Habitat Protection. Passed, with 2 no votes from 
Totemoff and Buretta. 

Item 4 should include the language Tyler presented (above), and include a clear definition 
along with the concepts of research and teaching. Passed with 1 no vote from Brodie, who 
said it should be in the research category. 

Item 5 should be called Community-Based· Restoration Projects, and should include· 
recreational improvements, subsistence, tourism, marine pollution, and cultural elements. 
Passed unanimously. 

An Item 6 was added: Public Education, Outreach, and Stewardship, which should 
include cooperative stewardship on public and private lands, t~anslating research into · 
forms managers and the public can use, enhanced management of public lands, providing 
grants to organizations working toward reserve fund goals, distribution of information, 
and public education, including internships and scholarships. Passed unanimously. 

Schwantes suggested including a category called Other in each section so the public can add 
ideas. McCammon agreed to do this. 

LOCATION: should focus geographically and not include the Alaska-wide option. Passed 
with 1 no vote by Mary McBurney. 

TERM: as is, passed unanimously. 

GOVERNANCE: Item 2 should be plural (New Boards), the University should be 
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included, and existing boards should be considered. Passed unanimously. 

ADMINISTRATION: Item 3 should be changed to New or Existing Entity including 
public/private authority, non-profit, private foundation. Passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC ADVICE: add an item to Public Outreach to use existing groups, since there are 
many advisory groups in existence, e.g, local fish and game, etc. Passed unanimously. 

Dennerlein suggested including estimates of costs for all options. McCammon agreed to do 
this. Dennerlein also said that he felt Senator Murkowski's actions regarding EVOS funding 
compromised the whole public process. 

McCammon opened the discussion on archaeological restoration projects (distributed to the 
PAG). The Trustee Council plans to take action on this subject at their December meeting. 

·Chugach Alaska withdrew their proposal for a regional repository, pending clarification of 
direction from the Trustee Council, although they are still moving forward with a cultural 
center in Seward together with Chenega Corporation. A draft resolution (distributed to the 
PAG) supports a single regional repository, 8 community displays, and construction of 
traveling exhibits. Short discussed his meeting with community representatives, Chugachmuit 
and Laura Johnson. Johnson said that communities endorse the local displays concept, but 
suggested more funds go there and reduced funding go to the regional repository, which could 
be an expansion of one of the local displays. This proposal is to go to .the communities for 
their concurrence by the December meeting. McCammon noted that a key concern is who will 
support operations and how operating costs will be addressed. The PAG discussed this topic at 
length, in particular, the need for all parties to come together and use the best each has to offer 
to resolve this issue. 

McBurney moved, second by Meacham, to request that the Trustee Council secure the 
services of a professional facilitator to help the profit and non-profit interests involved in 
cultural preservation/repository development to help develop an integrated plan for 
physical facilities and long-term operations. Passed with 1 no vote from Schwantes. 

It was moved by Meacham, second by Totemoff, that the PAG supports the concept of the 
Trustee Council Resolution Regarding Additional Archaeological Repositories (Draft 
Revised 9/29/97), with the addition of the following to item #2, the first sentence: total not 
to exceed $2.8 million. Also, the dollar amounts identified in items #2A, B, and C should 
be deleted. Passed unanimously. 

McCammon aslced if the PAG shared any of'the concerns that were raised in Rick Steiner's 
letter (distributed to the PAG). Tyler noted that Steine.r's opinions were his own, and not 
necessarily Utose of the University. No one expressed the same concerns. Brodie noted that 
she had concerns over NRDA reimbursements, but felt it was not worthwhile going back over 
them. Sheri Buretta raised a question about the EVOS Chief Scientist sitting on the SeaLife 
Center Board. Molly said that the Trustee Council had discussed that issue .. Several said that 
McCammon should respond to the letter, but felt the letter resulted in unproductive use of 
resources. 
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Torie Baker stated that she was frustrated with the discussion of the reserve. She wants the 
PAG to be more creative on uses for the reserve. She agrees that more public input is desired. 
Beck agrees with her, and believes some scenarios for how the reserve could work would be 
useful. McBurney said she would participate in a small group on the reserve. Brodie thought 
that writing ideas down and distributing them would be useful. Buretta and Valley said it was 
a good session. Meacham requested the staff distribute an updated meeting schedule. 
Studebaker said ·she was eager to hear Trustee ~ouncil responses to ideas for the reserve. 
Schwantes feels that the public should be more involved and be able to look at all options. 
Totemoff said thanks for supporting the Chenega habitat project. Jim King thanked Dr. Tyler 
for attending, and feels the University can assist in managing research funds. Cobb agrees 
with Baker and the need to revisit the reserve question. Andrews agrees with Studebaker's 
concerns over recreational stewardship projects. He thanked Cherri Womac for her logistical 
efforts for .the fall field trip. 

The meeting adjourned November 5, at 11:05 a.m. 

H. FOLLOW-UP: As noted above 

I. NEXT MEETINGS: Not set 

J. ATTACHMENTS: (Handouts, for those not present) 

1. Community Interests in the Restoration Reserve-Uses and· Structure 
2. October 22 letter to Senator Stevens re. EVQS Funds 
3. November 4 letter to Senator Stevens re. EVOS Funds 

K. CERTIFICATION: 

PAG Chairperson Date 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

Trustee Council 

Moii"~,..,J.a....... / 
Exe~~;i~~~ 
~r~~ 
Administrative Officer 

DATE: December 9, 1997 

RE: Quarterly Report for the period ending September 30, 1997 

The attached reports consolidate the financial information submitted by the agencies 
for the quarter ending September 30, 1997. 

The first report is a summary of activity by restoration category. This report reflects the 
total adjusted authorization and the total expended/obligated by Work Plan year and 
restoration category. 

The second report displays the financial information by Work Plan. This report is used 
to determine what portion of the unexpended/unobligated balance or lapse, is available 
to off-set future court requests. Included are adjustments to reflect unreported interest 
and other revenue. As of September 30, 1997, it is estimated that $1,280,842 is 
available to off-set future court requests. 

The third report is a summary of financial information associated with the 1997 Work 
Plan. 

If you have any questions regarding the information provided, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at 586-7238. 

attachments 

cc: Agency Liaisons 
Bob Baldauf 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 



Trustee COL~ncil 
Quarterly Financial of September 30, 1997 

Category 

92' Work Plan · 93' Work Plan 94' Work Plan 

·Adjusted Expended/ Percent Adjusted Expended/ Percent Adjusted Expended/ Percent 
Category uthorization Obligated Obligated uthorization Obligated Obligated uthorization Obligated Obligated 

.. 

Administration 5,076,100 4,295,933 84.63% 4,136,052 2,653,889 64.16% 4,882,880 4,082,492 83.61% 

General Restoration 4,103,070 3,794,442 92.48% 2,713,713 1;841,637 67.86% 5,179,300 3,172,367 61.25% 

Habitat Protection 0 0 0.00% 486,200 156,760 . 32.24% 3;747,292 2,781 .~13 74.24% 

Monitoring 2,883,118 2,573,751 89.27% 

Research 8,640,710 8,143,985 94.25% 
Monitoring and Research 2,237,788 2,207,007 98.62% 4,617,225 3,993,150 86.48% 417,200 335,717 80.47% 

Damage Assessment 7,807JOO 5,740,168 73.52% 1,991,807 ~ ,571,049 78.88% 

• J 

Total 19,224,058 16,037,550 83.42% 13,944,997 1Q,216,485 •73.26% 25,750,500 21,090,225 81.90% . 

.. 
' 

95' Work Plan. 96' Wor~ Plan 97' Work Plan ~ . 

Adjusted Expended/ Percent . Adjusted Expended/ Percent Adjusted Expended/ Percent 

Category uthorization Obligated Obligated uthorization Obligated Obligated uthorization Obligated Obligated 
.• 

Administration 4,253,526 3,205,025 75.35% 3,418,500 2,999,012 87.73% 2,944,020 2,514,694 85.42% 

Gener.al Restoration 4,589,180 . 3,920,015 85.42% 3,554,110 3,224,643 90.73% 3,249,166 .. 2,921,510 89.92% 

Habitat Protection 1,716,737 1,550,472 90.32% 3,304,100 1,967,097 59.54% :1,258,334 . '860,676 68.40% 

Monitoring 3,080,926 2,489,635 80.81% 1,571;.271 1,511,7.39 96.21% 1,006,972 942,744 93.62% 

Research .· .. ,11 '192' 731 10,536,337 94.14% 13,712,919 . 13,280,664 96.85% 11,368,029 10,626,904 93.48% 

Monitoring and Research ,• 

Damage Assessment . . 
' 

Total 24,833,100 21,701,484. 87.39% 25,560,900 22,983,155 89~92% .. .19,826,521 17,866,528 90.11% 
0 

Work Plan Time Periods: , 

92' Work Plan- Oil Year 4 or March 1, 1992 through February 28, 1993 
93' Work Plan - Oil Year 5 or March 1, 1993 through September 30, 1993 (Seven Month Transition) 
94' Work Plan - October 1, 1993 through September 30, 1994 •.'· 

95' Work Plan - October 1, 1994 through September 30, 1995 
.:: 

96' Work Plan - October 1, 1995 through September 30, 1996 
97' Work Plan - October 1, 1996 through September 30, 1997 

Data Category Summary 12/9/97 3:46PM 



Data ITO 

Fiscal Year Authorized Adjustments 

1992 19,211,000 13,058 

1993 13,963,000 -18,003 

1994 25,750,500 . 0 

1995 24,833,100 0 

1996 25,560,900 0 

1997 19,827,600 -1,079 

TOTAL 129,146,100 -6,~24 

•' 

OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS 

Total Reported Lapse (Through Court Request #29) 

Unreported Lapse (1992 through 1996) 

Unreported Interest 

Other Revenue (Posters/Symposium Receipts) 

Total Available to Off-set Future Court Requests 

Exxon Valdez 
Quarterly Report 

Summary 

WORK PLAN AND ASSOCIATED PROJECTS 
Adjusted EVOS RSA 

Authorization Expenditures Expenditures Obligations 

. 19,224,058 13,317,450 2,720,100 0 

13,944,997 10,210,471 '6,014 

25,750,500 21,013,561 76,664 

24,833,100 21,6_18,840 82,644 

25,560,900 22,724,434 •258,721 

19,826,521 14,079,861 3,786,667 

129,140,07.6 102,964,617 2,720,100 .. 4,210,710 

212,210,253 190,724,502 19,791,109 

. 
' 

Unobligated EVOS Federal StatE 

Balance Lapse Lapse LapsE 

5,906,608 5,906,608 2,286,572 3,620,03€ 

3,728,512 3,728,512 1,716,453 2,012,05~ 

4,660,275 3,620,475 1,320,184 2,300,291 

3,131,616 3,131,616 427,008 2,704,60€ 

2,577,745 2,577,745 1 ,073,142 1,504,60 

1,959,993 0 0 c 
' .. 

21,964,7.49 18,964,956 6,823,359 12,141,59 
'.•-

1,694,642 

17,684,114 5,595,189 12,088,s2e 

. - -
.. 1,280,842 "q28,170 52,67< 

.. 0 0 c 
~ 0 0 c 
' 

1,280,842 1,228,170 52,67< 

Footnote: The Unobligated Balances have been adjusted to reflect the carry forward of proje~ts. This includes $30,672 in FY 92', $561,813 in FY 93' and $1,039,800 in FY 94'. 
.. -

12/9/97 3:36 PM 
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e 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Trustee Council 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 
Administrative Officer 

DATE: December 9, 1997 

RE: Financial Report as of November 30, 1997 

Attached is the Statement of Revenue, Disbursements and Fees, and accompanying 
notes for the Exxon Valdez Joint Trust Fund for the period ending November 30, 1997. 

The following is a summary of the information incorporated in the notes and contained on 
the statement. 

Liquidity Account Balance 
Plus: Current Yea,r Adjustments (Note 5) 
Plus: Other Adjustments (Note 6) 

Uncommitted Fund Balance 

Plus: Future Exxon Payments (Note 1) 
Less: Remaining Reimbursements (Note 3) 
Less: Remaining Commitments (Note 7) 

Total Estimated Funds Available 

Restoration Reserve 

$54,719,138 
44,500,000 

1,910,550 

$210,000,000 
10,000,000 
40.305.734 

$101,129,688 

$260,823,954 

$52,036,708 

If you have any questions regarding the information provided please do not hesitate to 
give me a call at 586-7238. 

Attachments 

cc: . Agency Liaisons 
Bob Baldauf 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 

I 

l 
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\" .... .t:' 

NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF REVENUE; DISBURSEMENTS AND FEES 
FOR THE: EXXON VALDEZ JOINT TRUST FUND 

As of Nov~.mber 30, 1997 · · 

1. Contributions- Pursuant to the agreement Exxon is to.pay a total·of $900,000,000. 
' . 

· Received to Date 
Current Year 
Future. Payr:nents 

$620,000,000 
$0 

$210,000,000 

2. Interest lncom~·- ln_accordance with. the MOA; the ftinqsare deposited i_n the United 
St~tes District Cpur( Court Re·gistry .Investment System (CRIS). · All deposits with CRIS 

. are maintained in United·State.s government treasury securities with maturities of 100 days 
or less. Total earned sincethe last report is $262,487. : .. . . ' - .. ,. ' ' -

-:··-

3 .. ··,·. Reimbursement-of Past Costs - Under the terms ofthe agreement, the United States and 
the State are. reimbursed for expenses' associated with the spill. The remaining 

· rehnbursements ~epresents that?mount due the State of Alaska. . 

· 4. Fees- CRIS,charges a fee of 7.5%. for cash manageme.ntservices:. Total paid since the 
last report is $19,686.55. · · · 

5. Curre.nt Year ,A,djustr:nents.::.. Includes the current.year payment (less reimbti'rsement~). the. 
transfer ot $12,000,000 into the Restoration Reserve and the following land payments. 

' :· - . ' ' 

·Seller 
Shuyak. 

. Koniag, lncorporateq 

:Amount 
$4;000,000 
$4,500,000 

Due 
October 1998· 
September -1998 

6.. Other Adjus~ments- Under_terms of tne Agreement, both int~rest earned on. previous 
disbursements and prioryears.unobligated funding) .or lapse,a·re.deducted from future co~rt 
requests. Unreported interest and lapse is summarized below. . . . 

· United States 
State of Alaska 

lntere~( 
$38;289 

$591 ;419 

Lapse 
$1,228,170 

·$52,672 

7, Remaining Commitm~nts .. -:- Includes the following _lai'Jd payments. 

' . 

·Seller 
Shuyak 
Shuyak-
Kc;miag, Incorporated 

C:lf:!1y. o0C.:.ments\Monthly Reports\No~97.doc • 
' -. -.~ " ' 

·.Amount 
$12,000,000 
$11,805,734 
$16,500,000 

Due . 
October .. 19.98 through 2001 
October .2002 
. September ~002 

,i 
.I 



REVENUE: 

Contributions: (Note 1) 

Contributions from ExJfon Corporation 

Less: Credit to Exxon Corporation for 

clean-up costs incurred 

Total Contributions 

Interest Income: {Note 2) 

Exxon Corporation escrow account 

Joint Trust Fund Account 

Total Interest 

Total Revenue 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Reimbursement of Past Costs: (Note 3) 

State of Alaska 

United States 

Total Reimbursements 

Disbursements from Liquidity Account: 

State of Alaska 

United States 

Transfer to the Restoration Reserve 

Total Disbursements 

FEES: 

U.S. Court Fees (Note 4) 

Total Disbursements and Fees 

Increase (decrease) in Liquidity Account 

Liquidity Account Balance, 

beginning balance 

Liquidity Account Balance, 

end of period 

Current Year Adjustments: (Note 5) 

Other Adjustments: {Note 6) 

Uncommitted Liquidity Account Balance 

Future Exxon Payments (Note 1) 

Remaining Reimbursements (Note 3) 

Total Estimated Funds Available 

Restoration Reserve 

Support Documents RDF 

.., , '"',·EMENT OF REVENUE, DISBURSEMENT, AND FEES 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL JOINT TRUST FUND 

As of November 30, 1997 

1995 

70,000,000 

70,000,000 

5,706,667 

5,706,667 

75,706,667 

2,697,000 

2,697,000 

41,969,669 

48,019,928 

89,989,597 

586,857 

• 93,273,454 

(17,566,788) 

134,634,311 

117,067,523 

1996 

70,000,009 

70,000,000 

3,963,073 

3,963,073 

73,963,073 

3,291,446 

0 

3,291,446 

43,340,950 

31,047,824 

35,996,231 

110,385,004 

396,307 

114,072,758 

(40,109,685) 

117 ,!)67 ,52~ 

76,957,839 

70,000,000 

70,000,000 

2,971,070 

2,971,070 

72,971,070 

. 5,000,000 

5,000,000 

17,846,130 

60,101,802 

12,449,552 

90,397,484 

254,221 

95,651,705 

(22,680,63.5) 

76,957,839 

54,277,204 

To Date 

1998 

0 

0 

477,767 

477,767 

477,767 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35,833 

35,833 

441,934 . 

54,277,204 

54,719,138 

Cumu.lative 

Total 

620,000,000 

(39,913,688) 

580,086,312 

831,233 

18,828,577 

19,659,810 

599,7 46,122 

91,559,288 

69,812,045 

161,371,333 

172,791 ,328 

160,604,322 

48,445,783 

381,841,433 

1,814,218 

545,026,984 

54,719,138 

44,500,000 

1,910,550 

101,129,688 

210,000,000 

(10,000,000) 

(40,305, 734) 

260,823,954 

52,036,708 

: 12/9/97 4:02PM 



_ _.../ 

Statement 1 · 
. . 

Statement of Exxon Valdez Settlement Funds 
As of November 30, 1997 

Beginning Balance of Settlement 

R.eceipts: 
Interest Earned o'n Exxon Escrow Account 
Net Interest Earned on Joint Trust Fund (Note 1) 
Interest Earned on United States and State of Alaska Accounts 

. Total Interest 

Disbursements: 

Reimbursements to United States-and $tate of Alaska 
Exxon clean up cost deduction 
Joint Trust Fund deposits 

Total Disbursements 

Funds Available: 

Exxon Future Payments 
Current Year Payment 
Balance in Liquidity Account 
Future acquisition payments (Note 2) 
Alaska Sealife Center 
Remaining Reimbursem~nts 
Other (Note 3) 

Total Estimated Funds Available 

Restoration Reserve 

Note 1: 
Note 2: 
Note ·3: 

Gross interest earned less District Court registry fees. 
Includes both current year and future year payments 
Adjustment for unreported interest earned and lapse 

·. Footnote: 
,·. 

900,000,000 

337,111 
17,014,359 
5,949,619 

23,301,089 

161,371,333 
39,913,688 

419,546,212 

620,831,233 

210,000,000 
70,000,000 
54,719,138 

(48,805,734) 
. 0 

(15,000,000) 
1,910,550 

272,823,954 

52,036,708 . 

Included in the Total Estimated Funds Available is the $12,000,000 payment to the 
Restoration Reserve for Fiscal Year 1998. 

Support Documents Stm 1 12/9/97 4:04PM 



Receipts: .. 

Exxon payments , 

December 1991 
December 1992 
September 1993 
September 1994. ·. 
September 1995 
September 1996 · 
September 1997 

Total Deposits 

Interest Earned 

Total Interest 

Total Receipts 

Disbursements: 

Court Requests 

Fiscal Year 1992 
Fiscal Year 1993 
Fiscal Year 1994 
F!scal Year:1995 
Fiscal Year 1996 
Fiscal Year 1997 
Fiscal Year 1998 

Total Requests 

District Court Fees 

Statement 2 

Cash Flow Statement 
Exxon Valdez Liquidity Account 

As of November 30, 1997 

36,837,111 
56,586,312 
68,382,835 
58,728,400 
67,303,000 
66,708,554 
65,000,000 

419,546,212 

18,828,577 

18,828,577 

12;879,700 
27,634,994 
50,554,653 
89,989,597 
74,388,774 
77,947,932 

0 

333,395,650 

1 ,814;218 

Transfer to the Restoration Rese.rve 

Jotal Disbursements 

Balance in Joint Trust Fund 

·Footnote: 

··' 

419,546,212 

18,828,577 

438,374,789 

333,395,650 

·1,814,218 

48,445,78~ 

383,655,651 

54,719,138. 

A tcital of $48,445,183 has been disbursed from the Liquidity Account to the Restoration 
Reserve. Of the total •. $48,445,663 was used to purchase laddered securities. The . 
remaining $120 represents costs paid to the Federal Reserve Bank. . . 

Support Documents Stm 2 12/9/97 4:05PM 



Disbursements: 

Reimbursements: 

United States 
FFY92 
FFY93 
FFY94 
FFY95 

Total United States 

State of Alaska 

General Fund: 
FFY92 
FFY93 
FFY94 
FFY95 

Mitigation Account: 
.FFY92 
'FFY93 
.FFY94 

FFY95 (Prevention Account) 
FFY96 (Prevention Account) 
FFY97 (Prevention Account) 

T ota·l State of Alaska 

Total Reimbursements 

Deposits to Joint Trust Fund 

FFY92 
FFY93 ,, 
FFY94 
FFY95 
FFY96 
FFY97 

Total Deposits to Joint Trust Fund 

Exxon clean up cost d.eduction 

Total Payments 

Remaining Exxon payments to be made: 

September 1994 
September 1995 
September 1996 
September 1997 
September 1998 
September 1999 
September 2000 
September 2001 

December 91 

24,726,280 
0 
0 
0 

24,726,280 

25)13,756 
0 
0 
0 

3,954,086 
0 
0 
0 

29,267,842 

53,994,122 

36,837,111 
0 
0 
0 

36,837,111 

0 

90,831,233 

0 
0 
0 
0 

70,000,000 
70,000,000 
70,000,000 
70,000,000 

280,000,000 

.. 

Schedule of Payments from Enon 
As. of November 30, 1997 

December 92 • Se~temtier 93 Se~tember 94 September 95 September 96 September 97' .Total 

0 0 24,726,280 
24,500,000 11,617,165 36,117,165 

0 0 6,271,600 6,271,600 
0 0 2,697,000 2,697,000 

24,500,000 11,617,165 6,271,600 2,697,000 0 0 0 69,812,045 

0 0 25,313,756 
16,685,133 0 16,685,133 

0 14,762,703 14,762,703 
0 0 0 0 

0 0 3,954,086 
12,314,867 0 12,314,867 

0 5,237,297 5,000,000 10,237,297 
0 0 0 ·a 

3,291,446 3,291,446 
5,000,000 5,000;000 

29,000,000 20,000,000 5,000,000 0 3,291,446 5,000,000 0 . 91,559,288 

53,500,000 31,617,165 11,271,600 . . 2,697,000 3,291,446 5,000,000 0 161,371,333· 

'· 
0 0 36,837,111 

56,586,312 68,382,835 124,969,147 
0 0 0 
0 0 58,728,400 67,303,000 126,031,400 

66,708,554 66,708,554 
65,000,000 65,ooo:ooo 

56,586,312 68,382,835 58,728,400 67,303,000 66,708,554 65,000,000 0 419,546,212 

39,913,688 0 0 0 0 0 0 39,913,688 

150,000,000 100,000,000 70,000,000 70,000,000 70,000,000 70,000,000 0 620,831 ,233 

The December 1991 payment indudes Interest aCCI\Jed on the escrow-account The adual disbursements without Interest was $24.5 million to.the United States, $29 million to the State of J\laska and $36.5 million to the 
Joint Trust Fund. The to~al interest earned on the escrow account was $831,233 which was disbursed proportionately. This lnduded $226,280 to the United States, .S267,842 to the State of Alaska end $337,111 to the Joint 
Trust Fund. · 

The September 1994 reimbursement to the United States induded an over-payment of $80,700 to NOAA. This over-payment Is a dired result of final costs for damage assessment adMtles being lower than what was 
pre~usly .~stimated. The funds w~re returned to the Joint Account by redudng the amount transferred to the United States in Court Request number 15. 

. \ 
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Schedule of Disbursements 
Exxon Valdez Liquidity Account 

As of November 30~ 1997 

Court Request Disbursements 
United States State of Alaska Total Court Fees Total 

!Total Fiscal Year 1992 6,320,500 6,559,200 12,879,700. 23,000 12,902,7001 

... 
!Total Fiscal Year 1993 9,105,881 18,529,113 27,634,994 154,000 ·27,788,9941 

!Total FiscaiYear 1994 6,008,387 44,546,266 . 50,554,653 364,000 50,918,6531 

· CQurt Request 8. 3,576,179 7,088,077 10,664,256·· 
Court Request 9 3,111,20·4" 3,111,204 
Court Request 10 3226182 9,234,909 12,461,091 
Court Request 11 1,450,000 1,450,000 
Court Request 12 17,200,000 . 17,200,000 
Court ~equest 13 . 1,480,251 171,763 1,652,014 
Court Request 14 . · 15,250,000·' 15,250,000 
Court Request 15 5,837,316 . 9,863,716 15,701,032 
Court Request 16 12,500,000 12,500,000 

!Total Fiscal Year 1995 48,019,928 41,969,669 89,989,59T · 586,857 90,576,4541 

Court Request 17 3,294,667 3,294,667 
Court Request 18 8,000,000 . 8,000,000 
Court Request 19 3,222,224 1,968,898 5,191,122 
Restoration Reserve Transfer 35,996,231 . 
Court Request 20 8,000,000 8,000,000 
Court Request 21 1,007,000 5,520,500 6,527,500 
Court Request 22 18,818,600 24,556,885 43,375,485 

!Total Fiscal Year 1996 31,047,824 . 43,340,950 . 110,385,004 396,307 110,781,3121 

Court Request 23 2,613,500 ' 0 2,613,500. 
Court Request 24 176,500 3,075,625 3,252,125 
Court Request 25 785,859 442,833 1,228,692 

. Court Request 26 24,154,000 530,000 24,684,000 
Court Request 27 324,700 1,410,900 1,795,600. 
Restoration Reserve Transfer 12,449,552 
Court Request 28 0 2,627,000 2,627,000 . 
Court Reque'st 29 5,919,169 5,699,772 11>,618;941 
Court Request 30' 26,128,074 4,000,000 . 30,_128,074 

!Total Fiscal Year 1997 60,101,802 17,846,.130 ' 90,397,484 254,221 90,651,7051 . ·., 

·.Court Request 31 0 
Court Request 32 0 
Court Request 33 0 
Court Request 34 0 
Restor~tion Reserv~ Transfer 

Total Fiscal Year 1998 0 0 o. 0 0 

Total 160,604,322 172,791 ,328 381,841,433 . 1,778,385 383,619,818 
" 
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.. 
edule of''""--- ... )st Earned on United States and State of Alaska Acco 

As of November 30, 1997 
.. 
State of Alaska United States 

EVOSS Account NRDA& R Total 

June 1992 22,675 22,675 
January 1994 22,398 22,398 
February 1994 19,086 117,178 136,264 
March 1994 20,754 20,754 
April1994 18,714 18,714 
May 1994 15,878 15,878 
June 1994 17,707 24,823 42,530 
July 1994 52,823 52,823 
August1994 48,450 48,450 
September 1994 40,408 43,567 83,975 
October 1994 44,291 44,291 
November 1994 63,286 63,286 
December 1994 67,496 3,849 71,346 
January 1995 89,341 89,341 
February 1995 100,714 100,714 
March 1995 104,570 17,033 121;603 
April1995 95,432 95,432 
May 1995 92,595 92,595. 
June 1995 80,613 50,042 130,655 
July 1995 76,424 76,424 
August1995 68,771 68,771 
September 1995 59,945 44,826 104,771 
October 1995 · 133,486 133,486 
November 1995 154,119 154,119 
December 1995 143,917 39,567 183,484 
January 1996 134,300 134,300 
February 1 !196 122,348 122,348 
March 1996 132,469 64,381 196,850 
April1996 126,550 126,550 
May 1996 136,732 136,732 
June 1996 . 145,501 73,267 218,768 
July 1996 128,195 128,195 
August 1996 106,079 106,079 
September 1996 110,890 29,042 139,933 
October 1996 181,598 181,598 
November 1996 162,806 162,806 
December 1996 153,991 71,093 225,084 
January 1997 147,934 147,934 
Fe~ruary 1997 125,137 125,137 
March 1997 131,457 24,374 155,831 
April1997 122,111 122,111 
May 1997 114,954 114,954 
June 1997 99,811 368,523 468,334 
July 1997 221,906 221,906 
August 1997 36,898 36,898, 
September 1997 159,695 38,289 197,984 
October 1997 119,195 '119,195 
November 1997 49,120 49,120 

Total 4,939,765 1,009,854 5,949,619 

NOTE: The $117,178 NRDA&R interest figure is cummulative . 
. . 

Interest was earned for the period July 1992 through December 1993, but the specific ' 
amounts have be!;!n hidden to allow the spreadsheet to print on one page. 
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Schedule of Interest Adjustments to the Court Requests 
. As of November 30, 1997 

. 
October November December January ·· February March . April 'May June July August Total Unallocated 

. United States 
FFY92' 2 Baldauf12/6/96 
FFY93 39,871 3,648 43,519 
FFY94 51,231 22,427 73,658 

. FFY95 34,621 37,618 3,849 63,226 139,314 
FFY96 48,676 37,100 26,600 109,666 222,042 
FFY97 29,041 463,989 493,030 
FFY98, 

Total United States 971,565 38,289 

State of Alaska 
FFY92 0 
FFY93 80,775 35,012 ,. 

115,7~7 

FFY94 -- 64,944 : 239,090 304,034 
FFY95 . 52,823 117,838 44,291 320,837. 449,634 985,423 
FFY96 262,202 300 289,400 934,433 . 1,486,335 
FFY97 398,567 275,700 . 782,501 1,456,768 
FFY98 

Total. State of Alaska .- 4,348,347 591,418 
.. 

' 
Total Adjustment .. 5,319,912 629,708 >. 

: 

Footnote: The unallocated interest is tied to the INT Acct. sheet, 

·Support Documents INT Adjustment 1219197 4:05 PM 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------

Schedule of Lapse Adjustments to the Court Requests 
As of November 30, 1997 

December June August August August 
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Total 

Disbursements: 

Court Requests 

United States 
' FFY92 0 

FFY93 0 
FFY94 3,106,555 '3,106,555 
FFY95 0 
FFY96 220,858 220,858 -
FFY97 1,165,334 1,102,442 _, -· 2,267,776 
FFY98 

,, 

Total United States 0 - 3,106,555 ' 220,858 1 '165,334 ''·-1;102,442 5,595,189 

· State of Alaska 
FFY92 . 0 

FFY93 0 
FFY94 3,661,600 3,661,600 
FFY95 0 

. FFY96 2,376,950 2,376,950 
FFY97 2,500,448 3,549,927 6,050,375 
FFY98 

Total State of Alask~ 3,661,600 a· 2,376,9'50 2,500,448 3,549,927 12,088,925 

Total Adjustment 3,661,600 3,106,555 2,597,808 3,665,782 4,652,369 . 17,684,114 
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Schedule of Work Plan A and. Other Authorizations 

FFY92 FFY 93 FFY94 FFY 95 FFY 96 FFY 97 FFY 98 Total 
.Work Plan Authorizations · 
United States: 

June 15, 1992 6,32Q,50Q 0 0 
January 25, .1993 0 3,113,900 0 
January 25, 1993 · 0 6,035,500 ·o ~ 

··November10, 1993 0 0 0 
November 30, 1993 0 0' 2,567,300 

June 1994 4,536,800: 

June 1994 84,500 
July 1994 '1 ,500,000 
Carry Forward Authorization " 463,500 / \. 

: ~. 

August 1994 2,110,800 
November 1994 2,514,200 
December 1994 749,600 .,.., '·"' 
March 1995 1 ,484JOO 

· August 1995 (36,700) 6,238,800 ,. 
December 1995 3,270,900 
Janua'ry 1996 150,000 

April19.96 478,000 

May 1996 21,900 15,200 

June 1996 23,900 
August 1996 7,923,700 

December 1996 310,900 

February 1997 0 

May 1997 0 
-.i 

August 1997 85,000 . 7,263,600 

.Total 6,320,500 9,149,400. 8,688,600 7,307,400 10,175,900 8,319,600 7,263,600 . 57,225,000 . 
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Schedule of Work Plan Auth and Other Authorizations 

FFY92 FFY 93 FFY 94 FFY 95 FFY96 FFY 97 FFY98 Total 
Work Plan Authorizations 
State of Alaska 

June 15, 1992 6,559,200 0 0 
January 25, 1993 0 3,574,000 ·. 0 
January 25, 1993 0 7,570,900 0 
November 30, 1993 0 0 4,454;400 

.June 1994 12,391,700 
·June 1994 215,800 
July 1994 0 
Carry Forward Authorization 576,300 
August 1994 7,140.~00 

November 1994 9,098,700 
December 1994 180,500 
March 1995 . 492,600 
August 1995 36,700 12,653,600 
December 1995 2,231,100 
April1996 500,000 
May 1996 300 
June 1996 
August1996 11,606,300 
December 1996 310,400 
February 1997 275,700 
May 1997 " 0 
August1997 (85,000) 9,393,200 

. Total 6,559,200 11,144;900 17,061,900 17,525,700 15,385,000 12,107,400 9,393,200 89,177,300-

--' 

·~· 

·-
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Schedule of Work Plan Au and Other Authorizations 

FFY92 FFY 93 FFY94 FFY 95 FFY96 FFY97 FFY 9.8 Total· 
Other Authorizations 

United States: 

Orca Narrows (6/94, 'Eyak) 2.ooo:ooo. 1,650,000 3,650,000 
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge (3/95, 9/95 AKI) 21,000,000 7,500,000 7,500,000 36,000,000 
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge (3/95, 9/95 Old Harbor) . 11,250,000 11,250,000 
Koniag 12,500,000 4,500,000 17,000,000 
Small Parcels 379,000 3,740,200 4,119,200 ~ 

Chenega Land Acquisition 24,000,000 24,000,000 
Chenega-Area Oiling Reduction. 3,600' 157,400 182,000 343,000 

/ ·--

English Bay 14,128,074 14,128,074 
Total 2,000,000 33,900,000 . 20,3'82,600 54,025,674 182,000 110,490,274 

State of Alaska: 

Kachemak Bay State Park (1/95) 7,500,000 7,500,000 
Alutiiq Repository (11/93) 1,500,009 
Seal Bay (11/93,11/94, 11/95, 11/96) 29,950,000 3,229,04~ 3,294,667 3,075,625 . 39,549,334 
Shuyak (3/96, 10/96 - 10/02 8,000,000 2,194,266 4,000,0,00 14,194;266 
Small Parcels: 5,020,500 3,738,000 8,758,500 
Alaska Sealif~ Center 12,500,000 12,456,000 ' 724,000 25,680,000 
Chenega:Area Oiling Reduc;:tion 0. 1,732,000 1,732,000 
Alaska Sealife Center Fish Pass· 545,600 545,600 
So1,1nd Waste: Management Plan 1 '167,900 1,167;900 
·Total 9,000,000 29,950,000 15,729,042 28,771,167 13,177,391 4,000,000 99;127,600 

Total Other Authorizations 0 9,000,000 31,950,000 49,629,042 49,153,767 67,203,065 4,182,000 209,617,874 
Total Work Plan Authorizations 12,879,700 20,294,300 25,750,500 24,833,100 25,560,900 20,427,000 16,656,800 146,402,300 
Restoration Reserve 36,000,000 12,450,000 48,450,000 

Total Authorized 12,879,700 29,294,300 57,700,500 ?4,462,142 110,714,667 100,080,065 20,838,800 404,470,174 

Footnotes: 

Work Plan Authorization and Land/Capital Acquisitions only. Will not balance to the Schedule of Disbursements from the Joint Trust Fund or the court requests due to the 
reauthorization of projects (carry-forward) and deductions for interest and lapse . 

. This schedule does tie to the quarterly reports with the exception of 93' and 92'. In FY93 the Work Plan represented the transition to the Federal Fiscal Year from the Oil Year or a 
seven month period. This schedule presents authorization on the Federal Fiscal Year and as such FFY92 and FFY93 does not balance. 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council · 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

Habitat Protection Program: Small Parcels 
Status Report 
December 10, 1997 

The Trustee Council commits funds to buy land in order to protect habitat for resources 
and services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Since 1993, the Council has spent 
about $200 million to protect about 425,000 acres of habitat. Most of the habitat that 
has been acquired is in large tracts that help protect ecosystems, but some is in smaller 
tracts with unique habitat or strategic value. This report describes the status of small 
parcels nominated for acquisition through the Small Parcel Habitat Protection Program. 

In response to public solicitations, 327 small parcels have been nominated. Council 
staff evaluate, score, and rank the parcels, taking into account the resource value of the 
parcel, adverse impacts from human activity, and potential benefits to management of 
public lands. The nomination period is open-ended. The Restoration Office continues 
to receive and evaluate nominations. 

Acquisitions and Offers (Table 1 ). The Council has authorized offers to purchase 44 
parcels and contribute $4 million for a package of lands owned by the Kenai Natives 
Association and up to $1 million for 45 key waterfront parcels forfeited to Kodiak Island 
Borough for tax delinquency. Thirty-two small parcels have been acquired ($12.8 
million for 3,560 acres). Purchase agreements have been signed for one additional 
small parcel and the Kenai Natives Association package ($4.3 million for 3,413 acres). 
Landowners are considering offers on ten additional small parcels. Appraisals of the 
Kodiak Island Borough Tax Parcels are being reviewed. The Ninilchik Native 
Association has rejected an offer for the Deep Creek Parcel (KEN 1001 ). 

Parcels Under Consideration (Table 2). The Council is considering acquisition of the 
13 parcels listed in Table 2, but has not yet authorized offersto purchase these parcels. 
The Council has expressed interest in three additional parcels, but the owners are 
unwilling to sell their parcels at appraised fair market value. 

Nominations (Table 3). This table lists 31 parcels nominated since July 1995, when a 
report was published on the evaluation of small parcels nominated as of that date. The 
Council has taken no action with respect to the more recent nominations. Three 
parcels nominated for the Small Parcel Program have been purchased with criminal. 
settlement funds. 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of the Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 
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Table 1. Status of Small .Parcel Acquisitions and Offers (Dec. 10, 1997) 

ParceiiD Description Acres Value Status 
Acguisitions Com~lete 31560.2 $121842z700 
PWS 11 Horseshoe Bay 315.0 $475,000 
PWS 17, 17A-D Ellamar Subdivision 33.4 $655,500 
PWS52 Hayward Parcel 9.5 $150,000 
KEN 10 Kobylarz Subdivision 20.0 $320,000 
KEN 19 Coal Creek Moorage 53.0 $260,000 
KEN 29 Tulin Parcel 220.0 $1,200,000 
KEN 34 Cone Parcel 100.0 $600,000 
KEN 54 Salamatof Parcel 1,377.0 $2,540,000 
KEN 55 Overlook Park 97.0 $244,000 
KEN 148 River Ranch 146.0 $1,650,000 
KEN 1005 Ninilchik 16.0 $50,000 
KEN 1006 Girves Parcel 110.0 $1,835,000 
KEN 1014 Grouse Lake 64.0 $211,000 
KEN 1015 Lowell Point 19.4 $531,000 
KEN 1038 Roberts Parcel 3.3 $698,000 
KEN 1049 Mansholt Parcel (Kenai River) 1.6 $55,000 
KAP 91 Adonga Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 137.0 $137,000 
KAP 98 Pestrikoff Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 80.0 $128,000 
KAP99 Shugak Parcel (Kiliuda Bay) 160.0 $155,'200 
KAP 101 Haakanson Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 80.0 $52,000 
KAP 103 Kahutak Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 40.0 $66,000 
KAP 105/142 Three Saints Bay 88.0 $168,000 
KAP 114 Johnson Parcel (Uyak Bay) 55.0 $154,000 
KAP 115 Johnson Parcel (Uyak Bay) 65.0 $110,500 
KAP 131 Matfay Parcel (Kiliuda Bay) 40.0 $68,000 
KAP 132 Peterson Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 160.0 $256,000 
KAP 135 Capjohn Parcel (Kiliuda Bay) 70.0 $73,500 

Purchase Agreement Signed 31413.0 $412811300 
Kenai Natives Assoc. Package (Stephanka/Moose R.) 3,253.0 $4,000,000 On hold pending resolution of a 

shareholder lawsuit. 
KAP 1055 Abston Parcel (Uyak Bay) 160.0 $281,300 

Offers Under Review 380.5 $312691100 
KEN 12 Baycrest 90.0 $450,000 Reappraised at $495,000. 
KEN 1009 Cooper Parcel 30.0 $48,000 
KEN 1034 Patson Parcel 76.3 $375,000 Discussions continue. 
KEN 1060A-D Green Timbers (Homer Spit) 68.7 $422,100 Contingent on conserv.easements. 
KEN 1061 Beluga Slough (Homer Spit) 38.0 $615,000 Contingent on conserv.easements. 
KAP 220 Mouth ofAyakulik River 56.0 $213,000 Reappraised-$80,000 for 5.4 ac. 
KAP 226 Karluk River Lagoon 21.5 $146,000 Reappraised-$240,000 for 16.3 ac. 
Kodiak Island Borough Tax Parcels $1,000,000 Appraisals being reviewed. 

TOTAL: 7,353.7 $20,393,100 

(a) The Ninilchik Native Association has rejected an offer to purchase Deep Creek (KEN 1001 ). 
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Tabie·2. Parcels;;;Under Coilsideration (Dec. 10, 1997) 

: .. ! . ~. 

Page 3 

(a) Ttie owners of Tfle~Triplets (KAP-22)'~ Cusack Pdr.dkl (KAP 118) and Karluk (KAP 150) are unwilling 
to. sell their parcels. 

-r~ 'Ji_"C;~ 

~ ~ ~i 
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Table 3. Small Parcel Nominati'ons (July 1995 to December 1997*) 

ParceiiD Description Acres Sponsor Rank 

Prince William Sound {PWS} 123.5 
"' PWS 1045 Dennis Parcel (Valdez Duck Flats) 4.3 No sponsor Below threshold criteria. 

PWS 1056 Blondeau Parcel (Valdez) 100.0 ADNR Low 
PWS 1068 Lowe Parcel (Latouche Island) 2.7 No sponsor Below threshold criteria., 
PWS 1072 Willis Parcel (S. of Cordova) 15.0 ·No sponsor Below threshold criteria. 
PWS 1077 Stalling Parcel (Fish Bay) -. 1.5 No sponsor Below thre.shold criteria.·, 
Kenai Peninsula {KEN} 894.0 

. KEN 1030 Anchor River 127.8 No sponsor Below threshold criteria . 
KEN 1032 Matson Parcel (Ninilchik River) 7.4 ADFG Low 
KEN 1035 Mullen Parcel (Kenai River) 8.5 ADNR/ADFG LoW 
KEN 1036 Weilbacher Parcel (Kenai River) 28.7 ADNR/ADFG Low 
KEN 1037 Coyle Parcel (Kenai City Boat Dock) 26.0 No sponsor Below tbreshold criteria. 
KEN 1042 College Estates· (Kenai River) 56.0 ADNR/ADFG Low 
KEN 1043 College Estates (Kenai River) 77.9 ADNR/ADFG LoW· 
KEN 1044 Breeden Parcel (Kenai River Flats) 25.0 ADNR/ADFG Low 
KEN 1046 Pollard Parcel (Kasilof River) 155.0 ADFG Low 
KEN 1047 Calvin Parcel (Kasilof River) 76.8 ADFG Below threshold criteria. 
KEN 1057 Lowe Parcel (Kenai River) 22.0 ADNR Low 
KEN 1063 Eaton Parcel (Ninilchik Boat Harbor) 11.0 No sponsor Low 
KEN 1064 Lindle Parcel (Lower Kasilof River) .10.0 ADFG Low 
KEN 1066 Moore Parcel (Killey River) 30.0 ADFG Low 
KEN 1067 Fiore Parcel (Kenai River) 7.2 ADFG/ADNR Low 
KEN 1069 Wards Cove Parcel (Chisik Is.) 29.7 No sponsor Below threshold criteria. 
KEN 1070 Homer Spit, W. side 2.6 ADNR Low 
KEN 1071 Ellis Parcel (Kenai River/Cook Inlet) 43.0 No sponsor Below threshold criteria. 
KEN 1073 Cufley Parcel (near Baycrest, Homer) 9.3 No spon~or Below threshold criteria. 
KEN 1074 Gatz Parcel (Anchor River) 80.0 ADFG ' Low 
KEN 1075 Meridian Park Parcel (Bear Creek) 3.9 
KEN 1076 Heus Parcel (Kenai River) .16.2 
KEN 1078 Simonds Parcel (Sterling.Hwy.) 40.0 
Kodiak/Alaska Peninsula {KAP} 1,621.0 
KAP 1050 Christiansen Parcel (Sitkalidak Str.) .. 159.0 USFWS Low 
KAP 1058 Leisnoi Parcel (Long Island) 1,~62.0 ADNR Moderate 

TOTAL: 2,638.5 

'I 

(a) These parcels have been nominate'd since publication of Comprehen~ive Habitat Protection Process: Small 
Parcel Evaluation & Ranking, Volume Ill, Supplement July 15, 1995. ' 

(q) The Alaska Department of Fish and Game has acquired the 27-acre Grubba Parcel (KEN 1059) with' Exxon 
Valdez oil spill state criminal settlement funds dedicated to the protection .of Kenai River habitat. 

(c) The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has acquired the 160-acre Christiansen Parcel (KAP 1054) and the 63-acre 
Arneson Parcel (KAP 1 065) with Exxori Valdez oil spill federal criminal settlement funds. 
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1998 Restoration Workshop 
January 29-30, 1998 

Theme: Long-term Monitoring and Research 

Day 1- Thursday, January 29 

8:00am 

8:30 

9:00 

9:15 

' 9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 

11:30 

12 Noon 

1:15pm 

Registration (30 min) 

Introduction and Annual Report on EVOS Program, Announcements 
Molly McCammon, Executive Director (30 min) 

Trustee Perspective 
State or Federal Trustee (15 min) 

Injury & Recovery Update 
Dr. Robert Spies, ChiefScientist, and Stan Senner, Science Coordinator (15 min) 

Nearshore Vertebrate Predator Project (NVP, 97025) 
Dr. Leslie Bolland-Bartels, USGS-Biological Resources Division (30 min) 

Break 

Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA, 97325) 
Dr. Ted Cooney, University of Alaska Fairbanks (30 min) 

Alaska Predator Ecosystem Experiment (APEX, 97163) 
Dr. David Duffy, University of Alaska Anchorage (30 min) 

Chenega Shoreline Cleanup, 97291, Dianne Munson(?) and Chris Brodersen 
(30 min) 

Buffet Lunch (in hotel) (75 min) 

___________________ (20 min) 

Effects of oil on pink salmon straying and survival, 97076/1918, Alex 
Wertheimer and Ron Heintz (30 min) 
Coded wire tag recoveries and otolith thermal mass marking, 97186/188, 
Tim Joyce (30 min) 
Genetic discrimination ofPWS herring populations, 97165, Dr. Jim Seeb and 
Dr. Lisa Seeb (20 min) 



3:00 Break 

3:30 Harbor seal condition and health status, 97001, Dr. Mike Castel/ini (20 min) 
Community-based harbor seal management and biosampling, 97244, 
Monica Riedel and Dr. Vicki Vanek (20 min) 

5:15 

5:45-7:30 

Harlequin duck recovery monitoring, 97427, Dan Rosenberg (20 min) 
Common murre population monitoring, 97144, David Roseneau (20 min) 
Marine bird boat surveys in PWS, 97159, Dr. David Irons (20 min) 

Adjourn Plenary Session 

Reception and Poster Session 

Day 2 - Friday, January 30 

8:15am 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

11:00 

11:40 

12 Noon 

1:15pm 

2:30 

Anadromous and resident forms of cutthroat trout and Dolly Varden in 
PWS, 97145, Dr. Gordon Reeves (20 min) 
Traditional ecological knowledge, 97052B, Patty Brown Schwalenberg and 
Dr. Henry Huntington (25 min) 

The Global Oceans Ecosystem Dynamics Program and the Northeast Pacific 
Project, Dr. Tom Powell and Dr. Hal Batchelder, University of California, 
Berkeley and US. GLOBEC Scientific Steering Committee Coordinating Office 
(30 min) 

Break 

Ecological monitoring - purpose and payoff 
Dr. Donald Boesch, University of Maryland Center for Environmental and 
Estuarine Studies (60 min) 

Conceptual plan for long-term research and monitoring in the northern 
Gulf of Alaska, Dr. Robert Spies, Chief Scientist, and Andy Gunther, Asst. Chief 
Scientist ( 40 min) 

Pristane monitoring in mussels, 97195, Jeff Short (20 min) 

Buffet Lunch (in hotel) (75 min) 

Feedback on long-term monitoring and research 
Breakout sessions (5-? groups) to discuss conceptual plan (75 min) 

Break 



3:00 Reports from Breakout Groups (30 min) 

3:30 Reactions from Peer Reviewers and Special Guests (60 min) 

4:30 Open Microphone (30 min) 

5:00 Closing Remarks 
Molly McCammon, Executive Director (15 min) 

5:15 Adjourn 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

MEMORANDUM 

Stan Senner :5 '(,--5~ 
Science Coordinator 

Bibliography of Trustee Council-sponsored research publications 

December 9, 1997 

Attached is the latest version of the bibliography of peer-reviewed technical papers that use data 
from projects sponsored by the Trustee Council. There are 218 publications cited here. 

By subject, these include: 

Mammal 33% 
Fish 25 
Birds 15 
Invert/intertidal 11 
Fate of oil 10 
Subs/archaeological 3 
Other 2 
Oceanography 1 

By type of publication, these include: 

Symposium proc. 54% 
Open journals 40 
Graduate theses 5 
Other 1 

Please let me or Carrie Holba know if you have questions. 

SS/kh 
encl: (1) 
cc: Trustee Council 

Federal Tmtees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of the Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Funded Research 

November .1997 

Agler, B.A.,S.J. Kendall, P.E. Seiser, and D.B. Irons. In press. Abundance of marbled and 
Kittlitz's murrelets (Brachyrainphus marmora/us and brevisrostris) in southcentral and 
southeast Alaska. Condor. 

Andres, B.A. 1996. Consequences of the Exxon Valdez oil spill on black oystercatchers 
inhabiting Prince William Sound, Alaska. Ph.D. Thesis. Ohio State University, 
Columbus. · 

Andres, B.A. In press. The Exxon Valdez oil spill disrupted the breeding of black oystercatchers. 
J oumal of Wildlife Management. 

Babcock, M.M., C.V. Irvine, P.M. Harris, J.A. Cusick, and S.D. Rice. 1996. Persistence of 
oiling in mussels beds three and four years after the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Pages 286-297 
in S.D. Rice, R.B. Spies, D.A. Wolfe, and B.A. Wright, eds. Proceedings of the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Symposium. American Fisheries Society Symposium Number 18. 

Bain, D.E. and M.E. Dahlheim. 1994. Effects of masking noise on detection thresholds of killer 
whales. Pages 243-256 in T.R. Loughlin, ed. Marine Mammals and the Exxon Valdez. 
Academic Press, San Diego. 

Ballachey, B.E., J.L. Bodkin, and A.R. DeGange. 1994. An overview of sea otter studies. Pages 
47-59 in T.R. Loughlin, ed. Marine Mammals and the Exxon Valdez. Academic Press, 
San Diego. 

Barber, W.E., L.L. McDonald, W.P. Erickson, and M. Vallarino. 1995. Effect of the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill on intertidal fish: a field study. Transactions ofth~ American Fisheries 
Society. 124(4):461-476. 

Bayha, K. and J. Kormendy, tech. coords. and eds. 1990. Sea Otter Symposium: Proceedings of 
a Symposium to Evaluate the Response Effort on Behalf of Sea Otters After t~e TIV 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill into Prince William Sound. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Biological 
Report 90(12). 485 pp. 

Ben-David, M., R.T. Bowyer, L:K. Duffy, D.D. Roby, and D.M. Schell. In press. Social 
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behavior and ecosystem processes: effects of river otters' latrine sites on nutrient dynamics 
ofter:restrial vegetation. Ecolo~ ... 

_ _, _ _,and lB. Faro. 1996. Niche separati6n_by mink and river otters: coexistence in a 
marine environment. Oikos. 75:41-48. 

Bernatowicz, J.A., P.F: Schempf, ~nd T.D. Bowman. 1996: Bald eagle productivity in south
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Blundell, G.M., J.W. Kern, R.T. BoWyer, and L.K. Duffy. In press. Capturing river otters: a 
comparison of Hancock and leg-hold traps. Wildlife Society Bulletin. 

Bodkin, J.L., J.A. Ames, R.J. Jameson,.A.M. Johnson, and G.M. Matson. 1997. Estimating age 
of sea otters with cementum layers in the first premolar. Journal of Wildlife Management. 
61(3):967-973. . -

_ _, R.J. Jameson, and JA. Estes~ 1994. Sea otters in th~North Pacific Ocean. Pages 353-
356 ·in E.T. LaRoe III, G.S. F~rris, C:E. Puckett, and P.D. Doran, eds. Our Living 
Resources 1994: A Report to the Nation on the Distribution, Abundance, and Health of 
U.S. Plants, Animals, and Ecosystems. National Biological Service. Washington, D.C. 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee C·ouncil 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

TO: 

FROM: 

Trustee Co~il 

Molly McCa man 
Executive Dir ctor 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Archaeological Repositories 

DATE: December 11, 1997 

On October 3, you introduced a draft resolution pertaining to archaeological repositories 
in the Chugach and lower Cook Inlet areas (Attachment A). The resolution is a 

· tentative action item on the agenda for your December 18 meeting. The purpose of this 
memorandum is to brief you on the results of the review process to date. 

On October 20, Community Involvement Facilitators from five of the eight affected 
communities discussed the draft resolution. Participants endorsed the resolution in 
concept, but recommended that the funding for local display facilities be increased to 
$300,000 for each community with a reduction in funding for a regional repository. 

On November 5, the Public Advisory Group discussed the draft Trustee Council 
resolution. I have attached pertinent excerpts from the minutes of the meeting 
(Attachment B). The Public Advisory Group voted unanimously to support the draft 
resolution. However, because of marked differences of opinion regarding the allocation 
of funds between a regional repository and locai display facilities, the Public Advisory 
Group suggested that the total amount of the project be limited to $2.8 million and that 
funding limits for each of its components be deleted. I have attached a revised version 
of the Trustee Council resolution that incorporates the Public Advisory Group's 
suggestion (Attachment C). 

On November 17, I sent the chief executives of Chugach Alaska Corporation and 
Chugachmiut a letter relaying the concerns and recommendations of the Public 
Advisory Group (Attachment D). The letter encouraged these two organizations to 
collaborate on a propo~al that would combine the strengths and resources of each 
group. I understand that the boards of directors of Chugach Alaska Corporation and 
Chugachmiut will meet to discuss this issue on Monday, December 15. 

Attachments ( 4) 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of the Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 



Attachment A 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

REGARDING ADDITIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPOSITORIES 

We, the undersigned, d~ly authorized members of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 

Council ("Council"), after extensive review and after consideration of the views of the public and 

in response to strategies identified in the Restoration Plan, resolve to direct the Executive 

Director of the Trustee Council ("Executive Director") to: 

1. Inform the communities in the Chugach and lower Cook Inlet regions (Valdez, 

Cordova!Eyak, Cheriega Bay,Tatitlek, Seward/Qutekcak Native Tribe, Seldovia, Port Graham 

and Nanwalek) that the Council respects their desire to have artifact repositories in their villages, 

but cannot justify the use oftrust funds to construct eight separate local repositories to provide 

long-term curatorial services for the small number of spill-related artifacts that have been. 

recovered from the Chugach region. 

2. Invite comprehensive proposals to be.submitted by Aprill5, 1998 that include all 

three of the following types of projects to restore injury to archaeological resources: · 

() 
·.E bl.h f . I . I~ ru.-hi:J (df~d. 1 ./.~1

1
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related artifacts. This could either be a new or an existing facility. The proposed facility must 

meet at least the following conditions: 

(1) adequate physical plant and professional staff to provide long-term 

curatorial services for spill-related artifacts; 

· (2) a commitm~nt, supported by financial resources other than trust 

1 DRAFT (Revised 9/29/97) 



funds, to programs in the local communities as well as the overall region that would restore or 

protect archaeological sites and artifacts as replacements for those injured in the spill; 

(3) the potential to produce adequate revenues to cover future 

operating costs or a commitment (e.g., resolution from a corporate board of directors or a . 

dedicated endowment) to assure the long-term operation of the facility; 

( 4) a reasonable degree of support from affected entities in the region; 

and 

-.(5-) acostQ§U~d$1,000,~ 

(b) The construction of new or renovated community facilities to display 

exhibitspr~~~:~=urces. Therequestmaynotexceed /& ·JoJ.)J 
~r·comm~ -In the fu~ these facilities could be converted to repositories usin~ 
non-Trustee Council funds. , 

of: I 

.. L. 

(c) The development of traveling exhibits of spill-related archaeological 

materials for display in com:munity facilities in the spill area. The request may not exceed 

$200,000. 

Approved by the Council at its meeting of _____ , 1997, held in Anchorage, 

Alaska, as affirmed by our· signatures affixed below: 

2 DRAFT (Revised 9/29/97) 



ATTACHMENT B 

Meeting ~ununary 

A. GROUP: Ex.xon Valdez Oil Spill Public Advisory Group.(PAG). .: 

B. DATE/TIIVIE: November 4-5, l997 

C. LOCAtiON: Anchorage, Alaska 

(·Excerpt from page 5, paragragh( 5:::7} 

McCammon opened the discussion on archaeological restoration projects {distributed to the 
PAG). The Trustee Council plans to take action on this subject at their December meeting. 
Chugach Alaska withdrew their proposal for a regional repository, pending clarification of 
direction from the Trustee Council, although they are still moving forward with a cultural 
center in Seward together with Chenega Corporation. A diaft resolution (distributed to the 
PAG) supports a single regional repository, 8 community displays, and construction of 
traveling exhibits. Shm1 discussed his meeting with community representatives, Chugachmuit 
and Laura Johnson: Johnson said that commuriities endorse the local displays concept, but 
suggested more funds go there and reduced funding go to the regional repository, which could 
be an expansion of one of the local displays. This proposal is to go to the communities for 
their concurrence by the Oeceniber meeting. McCammon noted that a key conce1;11 is who will. 
support operations and how 9perating costs will be addressed. The PAG discussed this topic at 
length, in particular, the need for all parties to come together and use the best each has to offer 
to resolve this issue. . . . 

McBurney moved, second by Meacham, to request that the Trustee Council secure the 
services of a professional facilitator to help the profit and non-profit interests involved in 

. cultural preservation/repository development to help develop an integrate6 plan for 
physical facilities and long-term operations~ Passed with 1 no vote from Schwantes. 

It was moved by _Meacham, second by Totemoff, that the PAG supports the concept of the 
Trustee Council Resolution Regarding Additional Archaeological Repositories (Draft 
Revised 9/29/97), witll the addition of the follo~ing to item #2, the first sentence: total not . 
to exceed $2.8 million. Also, the dollar amounts identifie£1 ,in items #2A, B, and C should 
be deleted. Passed unanimously. · 



.. ~ -· ' 

Attachment C 

Amended Resolution Recommended by the Public Advisory Group on November 5, 1997 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

REGARDING ADDITIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPOSITORIES 

We, the undersigned, duly authorized members of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 

Council ("Council"), after extensive review and after consideration of the views of the public and 

in response to strategies identified in the Restoration Plan, resolve to direct the Executive 

Director of the T~stee Council ("Executive Director") to: 

1. Inform the communities in the Chugach and lower Cook Inlet regions (Valdez, 

Cordova!Eyak, Chenega Bay, Tatitlek;Seward/Qutekcak Native Tribe, Seldovia, Port Graham 

and Nanwalek) that the Council respects their desire to have artifact repositories .in their villages, 

but cannot justify the use of trust funds to construct eight separate local repositories to provide 

long-term curatorial services for the small number of spill-related artifacts that have been 

recovered from the Chugach region. 

2. Invite comprehensive proposals to be submitted by April 15, 1998 that include all 

three of the following types of projects,to restore injury. to archaeological resources .. with the·· 

total cost not to exceed $2.8 million: 

(a) Establishment of a single regional repository to house and display spill-

related artifacts. This could either be a new or· an existing facility. The proposed facility must 

meet at least the following conditions: 

(1) adequate physical plant and professional staff to provide long-term 

1 P AG Amendment (11/5/97) 



curatorial services for spill-related artifacts; 

(2) a commitment, supported by financial resources other than trust 

funds, to programs in the loca1 communities as well as the -overall region that would restore or 

protect archaeological sites and artifacts as.replacements for those injrn:edin the spill; 

(3) the potential to produce adequate revenues to cover future.~ 

operating costs or a commitment (e.g., re~olution from a corporate board of directors or a 

dedicated endowment) to assure the long-term operation of the facility; · 

( 4) -a reasonable degree_ of support from affected entities in the region; 

and 

(5) a eest Het te exeeecl $1,000,000 . 

. (b) ·The construction of new or renovated community facilities to display 

exhibits pertaining to spill-related archaeological resources. The reqttest may Het exeeecl 

$200,000 per eemmttnity. In the future these facilities could be converted to repositories using 

non-Trustee Council funds. 

(c) The development of traveling exhibits of spill-related archaeological 

materials for display in community facilities in the spill area. The reqttest may Het exeeecl 

·$200,000. 

Approved by the Co~cil at its meeting of _____ , 1997, held in Anchorage, 

Alaska, as affirmed by our signatures affixed below: 

2 P AG Amendment (11/5/97) 



ATTACHMENT D 

Exxon Valdez QH Spin Trustee Coun~il 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 9~501-3451' 907/278·8012 fax: 907/276~7178 

November 17, 1997 

Michael: f:. Brown, President 
Chugach Alaska Corporation 
560 East 34th Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-1196 . 

Derenty Tabios, Executive Director 
Chugachmiut 
4201 Tudor Centre Drive, Suite 210 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

Dear Messrs Brown and T abies: 

As you know, the Trustee Council has been struggling with the issue of funding for 
· archaeological repositories in Prince Williarri Sound and lower Cook Inlet. Until 
recently, the villages in these regions have voiced strong support for a local 
archaeological repository in each village. Because of the small number of spill-related 
.archaeological artifacts.and the high cost of operating and maintaining an . 
archaeological repository, the Council has had difficulty justifying use of trust funds to 
construct eight separate local archaeological repositorie·s (seven villages in the 
Chugach region as well as Seldovia). 

Atits meeting on October 3, 1997, the Trustee Council introduced a draft resolution 
about funding for archaeological repositories for Prince William Sound and lower Cook 
Inlet. The draft resolution states that the Council cannot justify the use of restoration · 
funds for archaeological repositories in each village, but directs the Executive Director 
of the Trustee Council to, 

Invite comprehensive proposals to be submitted by April 15, 1998 that include all 
three of the following types of projects to restore injury to archaeological 
resources: · 

Fednl Tmtan State Tmteet 
u.s. Department of Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game . 

U.S. Department of Aoricullure Alaska Department of Environmental ConseMiion 
Nalinnol ON•;mir. ont1 Almn~nhP.rir. Mmini~r:dii!n Al•~b ~tlml\nl nf I :lW 



(a) Establishment of a single regional repository ... (at) a cost not to exceed 
$1,000,000.- . 

(b) The construction of new or renovated community facilities to display 
exhibits pertaining to spill-related archaeological resources ... (at a cost not to) 
exceed $200,000 per community. · · 

(c) The development of traveling exhibits of spill-related' archaeological 
materials for display in community faci_lities in the spill area ... (at a cost not to) 
exceed $200,000. · . 

The Trustee Council's Public Advisory Group met to discuss this issue on November 5, 
. 1997. Hugh Short, Community Involvement Coordinator, and Lora Johnson,· 

Chugachmiut, presented the results of a discussion by Chugachmiut and village council 
representatives from five of the eight affected villages. The village council 
representatives supported the general approach of the resolution, but with funding up 
to $300,000 for local display ·facilities in each village and a commensurate reduction in 
funding for a regional repository .. ChuckTotemoff, President of the Chenega · . 
Corporation and a member of the Public Advisory Group, spoke in favor of a higher 
level of funding for a regional repository because it would have a greater potential to 
generate revenues to be self-sustaining and to support other cultural preservation 
programs. 

The Public Advisory Group voted unanimously to support the. draft resolution .. 
However, because of marked differences of opinion regarding the allocation of funds 
between a regional repository and local display facilities, the Public Advisory Group 
suggested that the second paragraph of the. resolution be amended to limit the total 
amount of the project to a maximum of $2.8 million and that funding limits for each of its 
components be deleted. It is. understandable that village council representatives would 
express stronger support for local display facilities than for a regional repository. 
However, it appears as though a regional repository would be necessary to develop, 
coordinate and generate revenues for a region-wide archaeological restoration · 
program. 

Because of the potential that Chugachmiut and Chugach Alaska Corporation may 
submit competing proposals, the Public Advisory Group suggested that the Trustee 
Council offer to arrange for an objective facilitator to help both groups resolve their 
differences on this issue. It would be best for all parties concerned for the Trustee 
Council not to have to evaluate competing proposals from the two major Native 
organizations in the region. Furthermore, both the Public Advisory Group and the 
Trustee Council· have indicated that a proposal that combines the resources of both 
Chugach Alaska Corporation and Chugachmiut would be stronger than a proposal that 
relies on the resources of only one organization. If you believe the Public Advisory 
Group's suggestion regarding a facilitator has merit, please contact me and I will do 
what I can to arrange it. · 

2 



I expect that the Trustee Council will take action on the draft resolution-at their meeting 
on December 18, 1997. I will keep you informed of developments ori this issue. . . . . . 

Sincerely, 

Molly McC mmon. 
Executive Director 

•'H 0 ' '· 

~ . 

Enclosure: Draft resolution regard~ng additional archaeological repositories (9/29/97) 

cc: Trustee Councir .. " 
Public Advisory Group . . . 
Chuck Totemoff, President. Chenega Corporation 
Lora Johnson, Chugachmiut · · 
Hugh Short, Chugach Regional Resources Commission 

·; 
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EXEC 

Proj. No. 

98064 

98131 

98162 

98163 

98263 

no'"~86 

__ ...:89-BAA 

98314 

98320 

.98338 

98339 

DEFERR 

Lead New or 

Project Title . 
Agency Cont'd 

Harbor Seal Monitoring, Habitat, Trophies ADFG Cont'd 

Clam Restoration ADFG Cont'd 

-Herring Disease ADFG Cont'd 

Alaska Predator Ecosystem Experim't(APEX) NOAA Cont'd 

Port Graham Salmon Stream Enhancement ADFG Cont'd 

Elders/Youth Conference DOl Cont'd 

Status of Black Oystercatchers NOAA New 

Homer Mariner Park ADNR New 

Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA) ADFG Cont'd 

Adult Murre/Kittiwake Survival DOl New 

Human Use and Wildlife Disturbance Model USFS New 
. --

I Total (Deferred Projects Only): 

Approved by Trustee Council in August: 
Recommended for Deferred Projects: 

TOTAL: 

FY 98 Work Plan Target: 

$13,079.1 

$1,008.9 
$14,088.0 

$14,000.0 

98 Revised 
Request 

$307.5 

$280.0 

$517.4 

$2,018.0 

$135.4 

$111.1 

$80.4 

$102.1 

$2,383.4 

$76.1 

$139.2 

$6,150.6 
I 

I 

Funded Deferred RECOM- FY99 Total Exec. Director's 
August August MENDATION Estimate FY98-02 Recommendation 

$150.0 $157.5 $122.5 $265.0 $667.5 Fund 

$82.1 $197.9 $197.9 $280.0 Fund contingent 

$465.7 $51.7 $52.0 $0.0 $517.7 Fund 

$1,899.5 $118.5 $112.7 $1,880.3 $4,774.6 Fund 

$0.0 $135.4 $107.0 $23.6 $154.2 Fund contingent 

$0.0 $111.1 $90.2 $0.0 $90.2 Fund contingent 

$0.0 $80.4 $80.4 $80.4 Fund 

$0.0 $102.1 ,.· $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 Do not fund 

$2,332.6 $50.8 $50.8 $755.2 $3,138.6 Fund contingent 

$0.0 $76.1 $56.2 $66.0 $167.2 Fund 

$0.0 $139.2 $139.2 $53.1 $192.3 Fund 

$4,929.9 $1,220.7 $1,008.9 $3,043.2 $10,062.7 

12/11/97 



COMMENDATIO · D PROJ 
Funded 

Lead New or FY98 in 

Proj.No. Project Title Proposer Agency Cont'd Request August 

98064 Monitoring, Habitat Use, and Trophic 
Interactions of Harbor Seals in Prince 
William Sound 

Project Abstract 

K. FrosUADFG 

This project will monitor the status of harbor seals in Prince William 
Sound and investigate the hypothesis that food limitation to pups 
and juveniles is causing the ongoing decline. Aerial surveys will be 
conducted during molting to determine whether the population 
continues to decline, stabilizes, or increases. Seal pups will be 
satellite-tagged to describe and compare their movements, hauling 
out, and diving behavior to older seals and seals in other areas. 
Fatty acids analysis will be conducted on recent and archived 
blubber samples and mathematical models developed to estimate 
seal diets and whether they have changed since the 1970s. 
Special emphasis will be on pups and juveniles, the age groups 
most likely to be affected by food limitation. 

Page 1 

ADFG Cont'd $307.5 $150.0 
4th yr. 
5 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
The monitoring component of this project was approved 
previously, but action was deferred on several expanded 
research objectives. Based on a harbor seal program review 
this autumn, I strongly support continued fatty acid analyses, 
statistical analyses of population trend data, and population 
modeling. Concern about the harbor seal in Prince William 
Sound is now being refocused on pups and juveniles, and it is · 
important to better understand their movements and survival 
rates. Continued use of satellite tags should be informative, 
but there are limitations and technological questions about the 
smaller transmitters required for use on pups. ·There also is 
need to invest additional time in the analysis of existing 
transmitter data. Given this need and in view of the 
experimental nature of the pup-sized transmitters, I recommend 
providing funds for about half of the ten units proposed for FY 
98 (a reduction of $35,000). Otherwise, I recommend full 
funding for this important project. 

DRAFT 

Deferred Total 
in RECOM- FY99 FYOO FY01-02 FY98-02 

August MENDATION Estimate Estimat~ Estimate Estimate 

$157.5 $122.5 $265:0 $130.0 $0.0 $667.5 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund deferred component at a reduced level. This component, which 
focuses on pups and juveniles, was deferred pending a review of 
EVOS harbor seal studies. The results of this review, held in 
November, support an expanded research emphasis on pups. 
However, the Chief Scientist has recommended a "go-slow'.' approach 
to funding additional satellite tags for pups due to their experimental 
nature and current limitations, and the budget should be reduced 
accordingly. In generalrProject'98064, in collaboration with projects 
98001 and 98170, will help explain the long-term decline in harbor 
seals in Prince William Sound. The results of the study will enable 
resource managers, subsistence users, and others to focus their 
efforts and concern on the most probable causes of harbor seal 
population decline. 

12111197 



Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer 

Lead 
Agency 

New or 
Cont'd 

FY98 
Request 

Funded 
in 

August 

98131 Chugach Native Region Clam 
Restoration 

P. Brown- Schwalenberg/ CRRC ADFG Cont'd $280.0 $82.1 
4th yr. 

Project Abstract 
Cost effective procedures for establishing safe, easily accessible 
subsistence clam populations near Native villages in the oil spill 
region will be established. The Qutekcak hatchery in Seward will 
annually provide about 800,000 juvenile littleneck clams and 
cockles. Historical information, local and agency expertise, and 
research will be used to identify areas to seed and what method to 
use. Total seeded area during the project will not exceed five 
hectares. Follow-up research on success of seeding will be 
conducted. Development work will be confined to areas near the 
Native villages of Eyak, Tatitlek, Nanwalek, and Port Graham. 

Page2 

5 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
The revised Detailed Project Description and progress report 
indicate improvements in conditioning of brood stock, gamete 
quality and larval survival in association with changes in 
hatchery protocols for littleneck clams. I encourage further work 
of this sort to improve and maintain future hatchery production. 
In addition, the nursery operation appears to be improved with 
sustained algal blooms and satisfactory growth in the Seward 
pond nursery as well as in the tidal FLUPSY in Prince William 
Sound. Beach growouts also appear to surpass expectations 
with survival of over 85 percent and a doubling of size in a 
15-month period. The revised Detailed Project Description is 
properly focused on improving the hatchery protocols in order to 
define the optimal conditions for spawning and larval rearing, as 
well as maintaining production of the later stages in the 
FLUPSY and following up on growth of out-planted clams on 
beaches in Tatitlek, Eyak, Nanwalek, and Port Graham. I 
recommend funding the revised proposal as requested. 

DRAFT 

Deferred Total 
in RECOM- FY99 FYOO FY01-02 FY98-02 

August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 

$197.9 

~~ $280.0 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund deferred component contingent on final award of a contract to 
Qutekcak Native Tribe for operation of the new shellfish hatchery. 
This component, which is the balance of FY 98 funding (interim 
funding was approved in August}, was deferred pending a 
determination of whether Qutekcak would be awarded the contract for 
operation of the shellfish hatchery from the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game. A decision to award the contract to Qutekcak, as a 
subcontract through the City of Seward, has now been made. The 
contract is expected to be finalized December 30, 1997, once 
Qutekcak obtains a·$100,000 bond and the necessary insurance. 
This project is an effort to establish subsistence clam populations as 
replacements for subsistence resources injured by the spill. The 
emphasis in FY 98 should be on the development of standard 
operating procedures that produce viable littleneck clams. Technical 
difficulties have been encountered at the old hatchery; it is hoped 
that production will improve and be sustained at the new hatchery. A 
decision on whether or not to provide additional funding in FY 99 will 
be made following a review of FY 98 progress and results. 
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ECTS 
Funded 

Lead New or FY98 in 

Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Cont'd . Request August 

98162 Investigations of Disease Factors 
Affecting Declines of Pacific Herring 
Populations in Prince William Sound 

G. Marty/UC Davis; R. Kocan 
/Univ. Wash., C. Kennedy & A. 
Farrell, Simon Fraser Univ. 

ADFG Cont'd $517.4 $465.7 
4th yr. 
4 yr. project 

Project Abstract 
Field and controlled laboratory studies will focus on viral 
hemorrhagic septicemia virus (VHS) and /chthyophonus hoferi, a 
pathogenic fungus, to determine their role in the disease(s) and 
mortality observed in Prince William Sound herring since 1993. 
Herring will be monitored for signs of disease and immune status, 
while specific pathogen-free herring will be used to determine the 
degree of mortality, blood chemical changes, and pathogenicity 
produced by these organisms alone and in combination with 
exposure to stressors such as petroleum hydrocarbons, 
temperature and crowding. Wild herring will be studied under 
laboratory conditions to determine the course of VHS infection 
associated with captivity and their immune status and susceptibility 
to reinfection. 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
Funding for most of this project was approved previously, but 
action on the herring pound component was deferred pending 
review of the 1997 field results. I have now reviewed those 
results, which indicate that there is potential for spreading viral 
hemorrhagic septicemia from fish inside closed pounds to fish 
outside of the pounds. The significance of this potential 
remains unclear, however, as do the processes responsible for 
triggering viral outbreaks in the impounded fish. The principal 
investigators in this project are excellent. The possible 
management applications of their herring pound work warrant 
support for a second and, I hope, final field season in FY 98. I 
recommend funding this project. 

98163 APEX: Alaska Predator Ecosystem 
Experiment in Prince William Sound 
and the Gulf of Alaska 

D. Duffy, et ai/UAA NOAA Cont'd $2,018.0 $1,899.5 
4th yr. 

Project Abstract . 
This project uses seabirds as probes of the trophic (foraging) 
environment of Prince William Sound, comparing their reproductive 
and foraging biologies, including diet, with similar measurements 
from Cook Inlet, an area with apparently a more suitable food 
environment. These measurements are compared with 
hydroacoustic and net samples of fish to calibrate seabird 
performance with fish distribution and abundance to determine the 
extent to which food limits the recovery of seabirds from the spill. 
Fish are sampled in order to compare diet, energetics and 
reproductive parameters of the different forage-fish species, to 
determine whether competitive and predatory interactions or 
different responses to the environment may favor the abundance 
of one fish species over another. In FY 98, a new sub-project . 
(/163S-BAA) to study jellyfish is included. 
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6 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
Funding for most of this project was approved previously, but 
action on the marbled murrelet component was deferred 
pending a review of 1997 data relating the productivity index to 
forage fish data. Based on my review of a memorandum 
provided by the principal investigator and project leaders, a 
preliminary analysis of 1997 data indicates a very promising 
correspondence between murrelet productivity and the 
availability of forage fish in three different areas within Prince 
William Sound. Data of this type are fundamental to testing the 
APEX hypotheses, and the marbled murrelet continues to be a 
species of concern in the spill area. I recommend funding this 
project at the requested level. 

DRAFT 

Deferred Total 
in RECOM- FY99 FYOO FY01-02 FY98-02 

August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate· 

$51.7 $52.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $517.7 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund deferred component. This component, which would continue 
herring pound studies begun in FY 97 (Project 97162}, was deferred 
pending evaluation of the FY 97 work. The FY 97 results·indicate 
there is potential for spreading viral hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS) 
from impounded fish to fish outside of the pound. Completing this 
study (FY 98 would be the final year) may have important implications 
for fisheries managers. In general, Project \162 is investigating the 
potential link between oil exposure and disease in herring, and 
between disease and the herring population decline in Prince William· 
Sound. Understanding the causes of the decline and the lack of 
recovery is important for restoration of the herring population in the 
sound. 

$118.5 $112.7 $1,880.3 $882.1 $0.0 $4,774.6 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund deferred component with a slight reduction in personnel costs. 
This component, which addresses marbled murrelet productivity, was 
deferred pending analysis of the FY 97 data (Project 97231) for a 
direct link to the APEX hypotheses, namely a relationship between 
murrelet productivity and forage fish abundance. Preliminary analysis 
of the FY 97 data indicated that such a relationship exists, and the 
Chief Scientist has described this project as fundamental to testing 
the APEX hypotheses. In general, the APEX project is investigating 
the link between forage fish and seabird productivity . .It may yield 
results that will benefit the marine ecosystem in Prince William Sound 
and the northern Gulf of Alaska. 
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EX 

Lead New or FY98 

Proj.No. Project Title Proposer Agency Cont'd Request 

Funded 
in 

August 

98263 Assessment, Protection and 
Enhancement of Salmon Streams in 
Lower Cook Inlet 

W. Meganack, Jr./Port Graham 
Corporation 

ADFG Cont'd $135.4 $0.0 
2nd yr. 

Project Abstract 
This project will replace lost subsistence services resulting from the 
oil spill by constructing enhancement projects on major salmon 
streams in the Lower Cook Inlet spill area. Protection and 
enhancement will be implemented using instream fisheries habitat 
improvement techniques, primarily creation of spawning channels, 
removal of natural barriers to spawning, and construction of 
wall-based rearing structures. Local subsistence users will be 
employed as technical assistants during field surveys and 
construction. 
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4 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
A decision on funding this project was deferred pending 
evaluation of 1997 field results. Based on my review of an 
interim report of the 1997 results, the prospects for significantly 
increased production of coho salmon appear to be good for at 
least two of the five proposed stream enhancements (Port 
Graham River and Windy Creek). The other proposed 
enhancements are of more marginal value. In addition, there 
remain questions about the source of supplementation stock, 
difficulties in maintaining spawning channels, and possible 
harvest management issues. I also am concerned about the 
ambitious scope and schedule of what the Port Graham 
Corporation proposes to undertake in FY 98. I recommend 
phased funding for the two most promising enhancements, 
provided that technical and management questions can be 
resolved. 

DRAFT 

Deferred 

in RECOM- FY99 FYOO FY01-02 
August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate 

$135.4 $107.0 $23.6 $23.6 $0.0 

Executive Director's Recommendation 

Total 
FY98-02 
Estimate 

$154.2 

Fund the Port Graham River ($57,000) and Windy Creek ($50,000) 
components only, contingent on (1) resolution of the technical 
questions raised by the Chief Scientist and (2) approval of a detailed 
budget. This project was deferred pending a review of the stream 
inventories conducted in FY 97 (Project 97263). The Chief Scientist's 
review found two of the stream projects, those on the Port Graham 
River and Windy Creek, to be feasible and worthwhile. However, a 
few technical questions neE!d to be answered before these projects 
can go forward. Consistent with Trustee Council policy,·funds for 
Project 98263 will be released in two phases: Phase I will be NEPA, 
necessary permits (e.g., approval by the state geneticist, 
endorsement by the Cook Inlet Regional Planning Team), and 
engineering and design. Phase II, to begin upon completion of 
Phase I, will be actual construction of stream improvements. The goal 
of this project is to protect and enhance salmon streams important to 
the restoration of subsistence in the Port Graham area. 
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S RECOMMENDATION: 
Funded 

Lead New or FY98 in 

Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Cont'd Request August 

98286 Elders/Youth Conference on 
Subsistence and the Oil Spill 

B. Henrichs /Native Village of Eyak DOl Cont'd $111.1 $0.0 
2nd yr. 

Project Abstract 
This project will bring together, from all of the oil spill-affected 
communities, elders and other traditional knowledge bearers and 
youth, as well as principal investigators from EVOS-sponsored · 
research projects to create a forum for the exchange of information · 

\ between Western scientific ways of knowing and traditional ways of 
knowing. The forum will give rise to possible collaborative efforts 
between local community members and research scientists 
designing FY 99 restoration projects. In addition, it will facilitate a 
reexamination of the positive outcomes from the Community 
Conference on Subsistence and the Oil Spill sponsored by the 
Trustee Council in October 1995. Funds were provided in FY 97 
for preliminary conference planning. Funds requested in FY 98 will 
be for holding the conference itself, which is scheduled to be held 
in Cordova in April 1998. 
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2 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
Action on this project was deferred, pending receipt and review 
of a full Detailed Project Description. Based on my review of 
the Detailed Project Description, I believe that this is a 
worthwhile project that will bring together village subsistence 
users and EVOS investigators to exchange the latest scientific 
knowledge and traditional and local knowledge on the status of 
fish and wildlife resources injured by the spill. Although I can 
affirm the value of this concept, I am concerned that most of 
the tribal councils in spill-area communities, including the Eyak 
Tribal Council which proposed this project, have not adopted 
the traditional knowledge protocols developed under project 
/052B. In addition, I have questions about the timing, length, 
and content of the conference, and about the budget. If these 
policy and substantive issues can be addressed satisfactorily, I 
recommend funding the project at a reduced level. 

DRAFT 

----··-- -· . - -----------

Deferred Total 
in RECOM-. FY99 FYOO FY01-02 FY98-02 

August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 

$111.1 $90.2 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $90.2 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund contingent on (1) response to the issues raised by the Chief 
Scientist and (2) approval of a reduced budget. This project was 
deferred pending receipt of a Detailed Project Description that 
focused the conference on the recovery of injured resources and 
services and involved EVOS researchers. The Detailed Project 
Description adequately addresses these two issues. However, the 
fact that the Eyak Tribal Council, and most other village councils in 
the spill region, have not adopted the Trustee Council's TEK 
protocols is a concern. It is hoped that preparation for the 
conference, as well as the conference itself, will lead to active 
consideration and adoption of the protocols. The Elders/Youth 
Conference is intended to create a forum for the exchange of 
information between Western scientific ways of knowing and 
traditional ways of knowing. Initial planning money for the 
conference, which is scheduled for March or April 1998 in Cordova, 
was provided by the Trustee Council in FY 97 (Project 97286). The 
Council sponsored a similar conference in October 1995. 
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EX DIRECT 
Funded 

Lead New or FY98 in 

Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Cont'd Request August 

98289-BAA Status of Black Oystercatchers in S. Murphy/ABR, Inc. NOAA New $80.4 $0.0 
Prince William Sound 1st yr. 

Project Abstract 
Black oystercatchers currently are considered to be "injured with 
recovery unknown." Because most of the unresolved issues for this 
species pertain to impacts to the breeding population in Prince 
William Sound, this study is designed to assess aspects of the life 
history (e.g., phenology and productivity) of oystercatchers that 
potentially are spill-related for th same population of oystercatchers 
that was studied during 1989- 1993. Year 1 will entail an 
examination of the life-history parameters that were identified by 
previous researchers as having been negatively impacted by the oil 
spill and an evaluation of whether these birds have recovered from 
the previously identified impacts. Data analyses will focus on 
comparisons of previously oiled sites with unoiled sites and 
among-year analyses. 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
I previously had given this project a favorable recommendation, 
but a Trustee Council decision was deferred pending availability 
of funds. I continue to find that this is a worthwhile project. 
Ideally, it should be carried out and reported on in advance of 
the 1Oth Anniversary of the oil spill. 

9831'4 Homer Mariner Park Habitat 
Assessment and Restoration Design 
Project 

E. Bechtel/City of Homer ADNR New $102.1 $0.0 
1st yr .. 

Project Abstract 
In its present state, Mariner Park is a highly stressed marine habitat 
in decline. The area is experiencing a dramatic reduction in marine 
biota and shorebird population while incompatible and 
environmentally destructive human uses flourish. From the results 
of a comprehensive feasibility study that includes botanical, 
biological, and hydrological field studies coupled to community 
information it is possible to develop a comprehensive habitat 
restoration and enhancementplan. This plan will establish the 

·optimal hands-on restoration program to increase and diversify the 
intertidal fauna, which in turn will benefit migrating shorebirds and 
promote recreationally compatible use of the area by residents and 
tourists. 
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1 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
I previously had given this project a favorable recommendation, 
but a Trustee Council decision was deferred pending availability 
of funds. Although I continue to find that this is a worthwhile 
project, it is not a high priority to start in FY 98. 

DRAFT 
-----·-----·--

Deferred Total 
in RECOM- FY99 FYOO FY01-02 FY98-02 

August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 

$80.4 $80.4 $0.0 $0.0 $80.4 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund FY 98 only; additional funding in FY 99 will be considered · 
following a review of FY 98 results. This project was deferred pending 
the availability of funds. The upcoming 1Oth Anniversary compels 
reassessment of the recovery status of ·black oystercatchers at this. 

·time. The FY 98 Invitation to Submit Restoration Proposals invited 
proposals for this additional monitoring. 

$102.1 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Do not fund at this time. Although the proposed habitat restoration is 
designed to benefit intertidal resources injured by the oil spill, the 
limited funds available for new projects in FY 98 make this project a 
lower priority this year. The Trustee Council should reconsider 
funding this project in FY 99. The project would produce a-feasibility 
study and environmental review for restoration of an intertidal area 
damaged as a result of spill response efforts. 
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DATION: 
Funded 

Lead New or FY98 in 

Proj.No. Project Title Proposer Agency Cont'd Request August 

98320 Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA) TCooney,etaVUAF ADFG Cont'd $2,383.4 $2,332.6 
5th yr. 

Project Abstract 
This project is an integrated, multi-component study of processes 
influencing the annual survival of juvenile pink salmon and herring 
rearing in Prince William Sound. An emerging understanding of 
mechanisms of loss at this life stage is being captured by linked 

· numerical simulations of ocean state, plankton dynamics, fish 
J 

__. energetics, and prey/predator relationships. FY 98 will be the final 
fully-funded year of SEA, a period of reduced field work but 
accelerated data analysis and application of results to 
management models. 
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6 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
Most of the funding for the SEA project was approved 
previously, but action on the component related to traditional 
and local knowledge about herring was deferred pending 
review of 1997 results. I have now reviewed those results as 
presented in an interim report. Although I have questions 
about the specific applications of these data, this project is 
documenting information that may prove valuable for scientists 
and managers who are trying to understand changes in forage 
fish populations in Prince William Sound. I consider this project 
to be a pilot effort in bringing local and traditional knowledge to 
bear to help answer scientific questions, and I recommend 
funding in FY 98. 

DRAFT 

Deferred Total 
in RECOM- FY99 FYOO FY01-02 FY98-02 

August MEN DATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 

$50.8 $50.8 $755.2 $0.0 $0.0 $3,138.6 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund deferred component contingent on approval of a revised 
budget that reflects work planned for FY 98. This component, which 
would continue the collection of traditional and local knowledge on 
juvenile herring and other forage fish in Prince William Sound, was 
deferred pending review of FY 97 results. The review, which was 
favorable, indicated that in FY 98 the emphasis should be on 
collecting more data and interacting with scientists and managers who 
could benefit from the data collected. The Herring TEK work is a 
component of SEA, an interdisciplinary ecosystem project focused on 
issues relating to the survival and recruitment of pink salmon and 
herring. SEA is entering the final year of a five-year study effort (to 
be followed by one year of data analysis/report writing). The project 
has been the subject of numerous technical reviews, including recent 
review sessions on the SEA modeling efforts (February 1997) and the 
SEA herring effort (March 1997). Both reviews indicated strong 
progress toward meeting project objectives. The FY 98 
recommended funding level includes $429,700 for PWSSC's FY 99 
closeout costs. ADFG project management costs ($49,500) have 
been deducted from SEA's FY 98 request and added to Project 
98250/Project Management. In FY 99, only closeout funds are 
expected. Submittal of the draft final report is expected April 15, 
1999. 

12111197 



EXE RECOMME DATION: 
Funded 

Lead New or FY98 in 

Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Cont'd Request August 

98338 Survival of Adult Murres and Kittiwakes J. Piatt/USGS 
in Relation to Forage Fish Abundance 

Project Abstract 
Some seabird populations damaged by the spill continue to decline 
or are not recovering. In order to understand the ultimate cause of 
seabird population fluctuations, productivity, recruitment, and adult 
survival must be measured. Current APEX (Project /163) studies 
are focused on measuring productivity only. Recruitment 
measurement demands an unrealistic study duration. This project 
will augment current studies in lower Cook Inlet that relate breeding 
success and foraging effort to fluctuations in forage fish density by 
using banding and resighting to quantify the survival of adult 
common murres and black-legged kittiwakes. 
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DOl New $76.1 $0.0 
1st yr. 
3 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
A decision on funding for this project had been deferred 
pending the results of a pilot effort (conducted with non-EVOS 
funds) to use subcutaneous radio tags on murres. I have 
reviewed an interim report on the 1997 pilot study and a revised 
Detailed Project Description for the FY 98 work. Although the 
subcutaneous radio tags were successfully used on murres this 
past summer, the principal investigators concluded that the cost 
and effort involved did not warrant pursuing this approach. The 
investigators have reformulated the proposal to emphasize use 
of conventional leg bands, which I think provide a feasible, 
cost-effective way to obtain important data on adult survival as 
a means of gaining insights into the population-level effects of 
food availability. This is a dimension that is missing from the 
current APEX program, which emphasizes the effects of food 
on annual productivity, and the APEX project will benefit from 
the work proposed here. I do not think it is essential to fund 
the proposed use of conventional, external radio transmitters to 
supplement the banding data. Otherwise, I recommend 
funding this project as requested. 

DRAFT 

Deferred Total 
in RECOM- FY99 FYOO FY01-02 FY98-02 

August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 

$76.1 $56.2 $66.0 $45.0 $0.0 $167.2 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund all but purchase of radio transmitters and related laptop 
computers, which the Chief Scientist has indicated are not essential 
for meeting core project objectives. This project was deferred 
pending completion of an FY 97 pilot study using subcutaneous radio 
tags as a means of obtaining data on adult survival of murres and 
kittiwakes. Although the subcutaneous tags were successfully used, 
the researchers concluded that the cost and effort did not warrant 
using this approach, and the Detailed Project Description has been 
revised to emphasize use of conventional leg bands. Th.e project will. 
explore adult overwinter survival as one mechanism by which forage 
fish availability may be affecting the recovery of seabirds, and will 
complement the work on chick production and forage fish being 
performed under APEX (Project /163). 
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S RECOMM NDATION: D 
Funded 

Lead New or FY98 in 

Proj.No. Project Title Proposer Agency Cont'd Request August 

98339 Prince William Sound Human Use and 
Wildlife Disturbance Model 

K. Murphy, L. Suring/USFS USFS New $139.2 $0.0 
1 styr. 

Project Abstract 
This project will use geographic information system (GIS) 
techniques to describe current human-use patterns in western 
Prince William Sound and to model potential changes in those use 
patterns as a result of additional development (e.g., increased 
access). GIS-generated maps of present and projected 
human-use patterns will be incorporated with GIS maps of the 
distribution of resources injured as a result of the oil spill. This will 
provide a basis to identify areas where there may be existing and 
potential conflicts. between human use and wildlife concentrations 
resulting in pisturbance. Disturbance of injured wildlife may result in -
decreased productivity exacerbating the effects of the oil spill and 
prolonging the time to recover. 
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2 yr. project 

Chief Scientist's Recommendation 
This project would assess and model impacts on injured 
resources and services associated with increased human uses 
in western Prince William Sound. The model would allow 
projections of future impacts from increased human access and 
provide a basis for evaluating and possibly changing agency 
management practices with respect to species injured by the oil 
spill. This work could be very valuable, and I recommend 
funding it. 

DRAFT 

--- --·-----·------ -- ------------

Deferred Total 
in RECOM- FY99 FYOO FY01-02 FY98-02 

August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 

$139.2 $139.2 $53.1 $0.0 $0.0 $192.3 

Executive Director's Recommendation 
Fund. This project was deferred pending the availability of funds. 
Funding this year will allow the work to be coordinated with other 
ongoing planning efforts in Prince William Sound, such as the update 
of the Chugach National Forest Plan and the work being un_dertaken 
by the Alaska Department of Transportation. The project will develop 
and test in western Prince William Sound a model for projecting future 
impacts of human use on resources injured by the oil spill. The 
model, which will be designed to be adaptable to other locations, will 
provide information useful for evaluating and possibly changing 
agency management pra·ctices wi_th respect to injured species. This 
management tool could help protect injured resources and services 
for many years into the future.· 
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
c/o Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
~chorage,AJ< 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon and Trustee Council: 

November 19, 1997 

The Governor's Trails and Recreational Access for Alaska (TRAAK) 
Citizens' Advisory Board wishes to restate its support for the EVOS Trustee 
Council to fund the US Forest Service proposed GIS model for human use 
and endangered species for western Prince William Sound. 

Developing this model is a time and cost efficient step toward gathering data 
that will be very helpful for planning efforts. The model will be applicable all 
over Prince William Sound. It is an opportunity to start looking at managing 
natural resources in conjunction with human use. 

We apologize for any confusion in our previous communication. We see 
value in starting this model project as soon as feasible. 

Thank you for your consideration of the proposed project. 

.. Sincerely, 
. . .... ~ .. . J , 

IJ Lt. fJ.~ 
Helen Nienhueser 
Chair 

~~~~~~q~IDJ 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPilL 

TRU~1r- C0\1 tC\L 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401. Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Trustee Council 

FROM: 

RE: Project Reports 

DATE: December 11, 1997 

The most recent Quarterly Project Status Report, for the quarter ending September 30, 
1997, was mailed to you October 31. This memo is to update you on the status of the 
11 reports for which you and your liaisons, back in August, worked to develop plans for 

.timely completion. 

Of the 11 reports: 

• 3 have been submitted to the Chief Scientist for peer review 
- 93038 Gibeaut/ADEC 

95031 Kuletz/DOI 
95090 Rice/NOAA 

• 6 are not yet due for submittal 
- 811 Rothe/ADFG Due 12/31/97 
- FS13 Baker/ADFG Due 12/31/97 
- 93006 . Birkedahi/DOI Due 2/23/98 
- 93033-1 Rothe/ADFG Due 12/31 /97 
- 93033-2 Rothe/ADFG Due 12/31/97 
- 95086C Highsmith/ADFG Due 12/15/97 

• 2 have not been submitted as scheduled 
- FS01 Bue/ADFG Due 10/31/97 
- 96258A2 Swanton/ADFG Due 10/31/97 

Federal Trustees State Trustees 
U.S. Department of the Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of Law 



eral Administration 
Project Total 

ul l-time Equivalents (FTE) 

Other Resources 

1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS 
October 1 , 1997 -

Authorized 
FFY 1997 

NOTE: This budget request is an amendment to Project 98126, requesting funding for Sitkalidik Island exchange between Old Harbor and toe 
State of Alaska and for additional ADF&G involvement in the Afognak Joint Venture negotiations. The Sitkalidik Island exchange process is 
expected to take two years. Trustee Council support is also being requested for FY99 as follows: 

1998 

Prepared: 

1 of 9 

Contractual $40.0 
Survey & Hazmat $5.0 
Planning, public process, 

Best Interest finding $25.7 
Aircharters $1.3 
Title & appraisal review $8.0 

DNR General Administration 
TOTAL 

Project Number: 98126 
Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support 
Lead Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources 

$ 2.8 
$42.8 \ 

FORM 2A 
PROJECT 

DETAIL 

12/1 1/97 



eral Administration 
Project Total 

ull-time Equivalents (FTE) 

1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS UNCIL PROJECT BUDGET 

Authorized 
FFY 1997 

October 1, 1997 - ..,,.,~r,.lmber 30, 1998 

Proposed 
FFY 1998 

Dollar amounts are shown in thousands of dollars. 

This budget req~est is based upon unanticipated costs associated with a renewed interest in pursuing the proposed Sitkalidik Island exchange 
referenced in the Old Harbor purchase agreement. Old Harbor is anxious to pursue this effort. The State will need additional resources to 
pursue this ~ffort as exchanges, by state statute require that specific actions be taken. 

Additional travel funds are being requested for Department of Law negotiators. Previously these expenses have been absorbed by the 
administrative budget.. This request reflects a more accurate allocation of funds and expenditures to appropriate projects. 

"1998 

Prepared: 
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Project Number: 98126 
Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support 
Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources 

FORM 3A 
AGENCY 
PROJECT 

DETAIL 

12/11/97 
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1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRU UNCIL PROJECT BUDGET 

GS/Range/ 

Project Number: 98126 
Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support 
Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources 

Monthly 
Costs Overtime 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

FORM 38 
Personnel 
& Travel 
DETAIL 

12/11/97 
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1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRU NCIL PROJECT BUDGET 

Contractual Costs: Authorized Proposed 
Description FFY 1997 FFY 1998 

Title· Research 1.0.0 
Survey and Hazmat review 
Planning, implementation of public process, public notice, creation of review documents, Best Interest Finding 5.0 
Aircharters 
Appraisal 20.0 
Title and Appraisal review 3.5 

RSA with Department of Law to provide for travel, per diem and other associated expenses for negotiators. 10.0 

When a non-trustee orga·nization is used, the form 4A is required. 

. Commodities Costs: 
Description 

.. 

1998 

4 of9 

.. 

Project Number: 98126 
Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support 
Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources 

Contractual Total $48.5 

Proposed 
FFY 1998 

-

Commodities Total $0.0. 

FORM 38 
Contractual & 
Commodities 

DETAIL 

12/11/97 



1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRU 

New Equipment.Purchas~s: Number Unit Proposed 
Description of Units . Price FFY 1998 

0.0 . 
0.0 

. ' 

0.0 
0.0 
o..o 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

. 0.0 

' d'.O 
0.0 
0.0 .. 
0.0 

Those purchases associated with replacement equipment should be indicated by placement of an R. New Equipment Total $0.0 
Exil!>ting Equipment Usage: •· Number .lnve~l 
Description ·of Units ·A 

-

' . " 

.. .. 
'FORM 38. Project Number: 98126 

.1998 Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support Equipment 

Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources DETAIL 

-

· 5 of9 12/11/97 



Bud 

Personnel 

netal Administration 
Project Total 

Resources. 

Comments: 

1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS 
October 1, 1997 - ..:on,ton"h""r 30, 1998 

Authorized Proposed 
FFY 1997 FFY 1998 

This amendmenrreflects additional biological input and. travel associated with the Afognak acquisition. 

1998 

PreP,ared: 
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Project Number: 97126 . 
Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support 
Agency: AK Dept. of· Fish & Game 

FORM 3A 
AGENCY 
PROJECT 

DETAIL 

12/11/97 . 
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to Kodiak/Afognak 
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1998 EXXON VALDEZ NCIL PROJECT BUDGET 

Cartographer 15 1.0 

Round 
Price 

240 

Project Number: 98126 
Project Title: Habi~at Protection & Acquisition Support 
Agency: AK Dept. of Fish & Game · 

Trips 

3 

·Monthly 

5,000 

4 

Overtime 

200 

.P 

5.0 
0.0 

.. 0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0:0 
0:0 
0.0 
0.0 

FFY 1998 
. 0.0 

1.5 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

FORM 38 
Personnel 

· &.Travel 
DETAIL 

12/11/97' '. 



Contractual Costs: 
Description 

1998 EXXON VALDEZ UNCIL PROJECT BUDGET 
"""nt""m'h""r 30, 1998 

When a non-trustee organization is used, the form 4A is required. 

Commodities Costs: 
Description 

1998 
Project Number: 98126 
Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support 
Agency: AK Dept. of Fish & Game 

8 of 9 

Proposed 
FFY 1998 

Contractual Total $0.0 

Prop~~~:~~ 
FFY 19 

Commodities Total $0.0 

FORM 38 
Contractual & 
Commodities 

DETAIL 

.12/11/97 



1998 EXXON VALDEZ 
30, 1998 

New Equipment Purchases: Number Unit Proposed 
Description of Units Price FFY 1998 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

Those purchases associated with replacement equipment should be indicated by placement of an R. New Equipment Total $0.0 
Existing Equipment Usage: Number Inventory 
Description of Units Agency 

Project Number: 98126 FORM 38 

1998 Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support Equipment 

Agency: AK Dept. of Fish & Game DETAIL 

9 of9 12/11/97 



Janik 
climbs 
rungs 
Forester named 
deputy chief 
By DAVID WHITNEY 

. Dally News Washington Bureau 
·wASHINGTON - Alaska 

Regional Forester Phil Janik· 
is being promoted to deputy 
chief in Washington, D.C. 

The promotion was an
nounced Wednesday by For
est Service Chief Mike 
Dombeck, under whom Jahik 
will head up the federal 
agency's state and. private 
forests division. 

•"Phil brings a full career 
. of field, regional and national 
experience to the deputy's 
position," Dombeck said in a 
prepared statement. "Phil's 
skill in building and maintain-

. ing partnerships and inte
grating science with manage
ment will be of particular val
ue."· 

Under Janik's watch, log
ging in the Tongass National 
Forest was reduced in favor 
of more wildlife protections, 
which earned him criticism 

· from environmentalists and 
the timber industry alike. 

Janik's administration also 
oversees. the Chugach Na
·tional Forest, where .there is 
little commercial logging. He 
w~s in Washington this week 
but was tied up in meetings 
Wednesday and could not be 
reached for comment ... 

In a prepared statement, 
Janik said his four-year tour 
in Alaska helped equip him to 
. "lead a national program that 
has tremendous potential to 
help· define and influence 
sustainability on all of our na
tion's forests." 

Steven Ambrose, who han
dles congressional operations 
for the Alaska office in Wash- · 
ington, D.C., said it's not clear 
when Janik's replacement 

ANCHORAGE DAILY 'NEWS 
DECEMBER 11, 1997 

might ·be picked. · · 
· Janik will remain in 
Juneau through the spriJJg to 
preside over the implementa
tion of a new 10-year logging 

. plan released this spring. 
. .Logging interests con

.demned the plan because it 
halves the volume of land .. 
available for logging while 
setting the annual cut below 

· what they think is needed to 
meet timber demand . 

Environmentalists are 
fighting it because they be
lieve the allowable cut is still 
too high to protect fish and 

wildlife and will provide 
more timber than the exist-
·ing mills can use. · 

The forest plan's prepara
tion was a frequent subject of 
congressional hearings, and 
Janik often was called to tes
tify about the plan. 

Sen. Frank Murkowski 
chairman of the Senate Ener: 
gy and Natural Resources 
Committee that conducted 
many of those hearings, said 
We~nesday that Janik's pro
motlon came as no surprise. 

"He certainly toed the ad
ministration line," Murkows
ki said of Janik. "If he has a 
legacy, it certainly won't be 

in timber sales.'; 
Murkowski said with a 

new regional forester, Alaska 
"can pretty much expect 
what we've had in the past -:
which isn't much.'' 

Jack· Phelps, director of 
the Alaska Forest Associa

. tion, said Janik's departure 
will have little impact. 

!'I don't see this as particu
larly significant for us," 
Phelps said. "We've got a guy 
who ·was made regional 
forester at a time when the 
White House was making all 
the calls. Janik's not the prob
lem. It's the administration." 

But Bart Koehler, director 
of the Southeast Alaska Con
servation Council, said Janik 
was a steady force. 

"He was under incredible 
pressure and constant bom
bardment by the congres
sional delegation," Koehler 
said. 

"We didn't agree with 
every decision he made, but 
he showed a lot of courage 
under fire." 

The Alaska regional 
forester - one of nine re
gional foresters nationwide 
-oversees more than 1,000 
employees and 22 million 
acres of national forest land 
in Alaska. 
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Trustees take the 'carrot' 
front land in Valdez other than Dock 
Point, is an ideal site for a stale-run 
pi~riic area, with pink and silver 

• $1 0 wetlands sale· . 
·eritic.es E"VOS council 
to support Mineral 
Creek marin.e park 
By Tony Bickert 
Valdez Vanguard 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees 
Council, which had previously showed lit
tle interest in buying the 100 acres of ocean 
shoreline at the mouth of Mineral Creek
the site for a proposed marine park - has 
changed its mind, now that the City of Valdez 
has offered to throw in another 50 acres for 
$10. 

:.- Molly McCammon, executive director of 
·- · the Trustees Council, $aid Monday that the 

state.portion of council, which holds three 
of the six seats, will vote on Dec. 18 to have 
the land appraised, and will' encourage 
remaining council members to do the same. 

· Land appraisal is a key step in the .Trustees' 
small parcels purchase process. . _ 

In June •. when local members of the State 

Parks Citi1 . .:ns Auvisory Bnaru hcgan lob- salmon fishing available from •h~ 
bying the Trust.:t.:s tu buy tht: lanu- for sale : shore, said Valdez Mayor i); 

by owner Wayne 131onueau __::_ Trustcl!s Cobb, a strong supporter of the p. _ 
director of operations Eric Myers said there · ject.' 
was lillie chance of appraisal,lct alone a sale, Bill Bixby, chairman of the stale 
because the land was not considered high-. . . advisory. board, said it's also a . 
priority in tenns of habitat restoration. Plus," .·· )'strategic trail head location; the 
he said the Trustcl!s are backlogged with · :·. Shoup Glacier-to-Valdez Trail, to be 
more than I 00 other parcds under consider- · - completed next year, runs through 
ation and had issued a moratorium on new the area. Bixby also wants to estab-
purchases. . -~ ~. lish the spol as a marine trail launch 

But McCammon said the Valdez City ai-ea for kayaks. · 
Council's Nov. 3 resolution to sell the .. , · '. If t)le council does purchase the 
Trustees 50 acres of adjacent wetlands for property, · the · Stale Parks 
$10 on the condition that the Trustees buy . . . • Department would develop and 
the Blondeau parcel, got her allention and .· ·· inanage the area, Bixby said. The 
moved the issue tq the front burner. . Department of Natural Resources 

"Certainly what the city has done makes · . · has also shown an interest. 
it a much more enticing parcel," she said. · "I don't see the city pulling any 
"What we're interested in doing is maximiz- . ·-: .. money into it," Cobb said in June. 
ing the bang for the buck. And when you gel "It will all be done by the Trustee 
a situation like this where the city steps up lo funds and maintained by Stale 
the plate and shows its commitment to· a par- p ks S 

· eel, I think the council listens to that and · · ar · 0
• we want to try to get it 

· moved ahead in the process." 
'responds. The eouncil had voted to sell the 

· The Blondeau property, the only beach- $lO parcel because the wetlands, 

protected under state and federal 
preservation laws, are of no devt>l
opmental use to the city. 

"I guess it's kind of a carrot," s ... 
· Valdez Community Development 

Director Dave Denget. "But we're 
not just going to give it to them. 
They have to buy Blondeau's prop
erty. And that would mean some of 
that Trustee money is spent in 
Valdez and we get a state park pres
ence down here as well." 



Aquariu~ developers see research, -.uJrism potential in Ketchikan 
By Nicole A. Bonham 

For !be jouma/ of Commerc:e 

Ketchikan- Plans. are moving ahead for a regional aquarium 
outside Ketchikan - and with them are aspimtions of.more 
federal [lsherics research in southern Southeast. 

Although still on paper, the proposed 1.1 ,OUO-squarc-foot 
Tongass .Coast Aquarium is backed hy a nonprofit group that 
expects 10 sec the facility on line within five years, with 
Ketchikan's burgeoning Oock of annual tourists picking up 

. much of the tah for operating costs. More tha·n a half-million 
visitors passed through southeast Alaska this sununer. 

Considering the high-prome Alaska Sealife Cen_ter in Seward cap-

Service research: 
"NMFS is SJlcculating that they're going to 

turl·d he:~dlines this year, :md. an existing, increa.-;c some of their rese:trch in Alas!Gt," he 
smaller aqu:trium is already operating in ju- said. "There's no rc:L'ion why some of ... tlw 
m·;~u, talk ahuut Ket~hika.n's latest marine tll'W programs might make more sense to 
proj~.:ct has hl·rn rdativdy low key. Yet, sup- occur at a facility that was located on the site 

diret'l construction; $1.H million for cngi· 
nccring, administration and fees; and the rc.
maindcr earmarked for start-up operating 
costs. Organizers say the facility would 
employ 11. to :lS people upfront, many of 
them new hires and in training positions. 

"You can com

ALASKA JOURNAL 
OF COMMERCE 
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<;eor~c Inlet. Cannery, and lit' a lot of tlughings 
that arc unique 10 Southeast Alaskdiinto a 
package deal," Mcintosh said. "We think that 
would hc auractivc to the travel industry" 

porters like. fishei·ies expert Gary Freitag sa}' . · of the aquarium. 
tlll·re' sa ddlniie niche for a regional aquarium "It's always heucr 
.in somhern South~·ast, especially in ll'rms of to do research from 
1he n•search pott•ntial.. a facility tlmt's dose 
. "Wt•'re riglu in ;m;~rea which is ;t hotbed of · to the sill' of .wh:ti 

new dive-flsheril'S ~evclopmcnt mill U.S./ you're studying," he 
Canada trraty lmplications all kin<L-; of n.':.l- said. 

"The biggest difference with this 
one is ••• it will be set in a 

pristine, natural environment, 
Jooking at real oceanography," 

bine t'ducational op
portunities with eco
nomic develop- . 
ment," said t•aul 
Mcintosh, an 
A<Juarium Associa
tion board memhcr 

The ;mticip:tled site for the rompll~X -
induding a marine <HJuarium and interj:!fl'tiw 
ccmers - is an estimated HiJ-acre parcel Ill 
milt·s south of the l'anhandle city alor;g Jlris: 
tine George lnlct, a spectacularjuxi:tposition 
ofTongass rain forest and dl·ep-watcr marine 
ecosystem. 

It's that cpmhinalionthat would distinguish 
Ketchikan's marine complex from its morc 
dlifled cousins, proponems·say. sort'i why n.':it".uih should be done hen.•," said The project's · Freitag said. 

Fn. ~I:!A, n.·st::trch :u1d tov.tluation nl<Ul:ll-,'l'l'forSouth- progress is not with· 
mt Southt"aslltl'giou.al fit)ttu:uiUifC. out sl·thacks. A tent:ttive construction date for 

Alr(:ady, the University of Texas commis- 1996 is long past, with no ground disturhcd. 
~iom•d the Aquarium Association to collect But the enthusiastic group of project volun-
musscl data. And there's been some interest tt.ocr.; remains optimistic.t,ledging to rely solely 
from the Denver-based Colorado Ocean jour- on priv-Jte funding, donations and grants, 
lll'Y marine project to somehow join forces rather than government loans, they say 

·tl I K 1 'k 1 1 tm>~>ress is slow,lltlt ste:tdy. WI I t .le l'tC 11 all group, per laps a SO to n 

link the site with other Pacific Coast aquari- Three yc-Jrs ago, a feasibility studycommis-
tnns. Freitag said down the road he'd also sioned by the Aquarium Association :md the 
likl' to sec :muthern Southeast participate City of Kctchi!Gm estimated the total project 
more in future National Marirw Fisheries mst at $1tl.H million- with $R I million for 

and local U.S. Forest "The biggest difference wilh this one is ... it 
Scrvke l'lllployee. "If you'rl' progrJmming · will he set in a pristine, lfaturall•nvironmcnl, 
people year-round to come up here to ~o looking at rcat occanogmphy," Freitag said. 
research, take short courses, do field camps, . It's a sentiment echoed by the authors of the 
it takes staff ... you're cre-Jting jobs." projt'Ct's ft>aSibility study. "Tht'Y told us that 

Plus, aquarium developers are hoping their we have an opportunity to do something that 
r(:'mote site could help alit 'Vi ate sununer congt'S· no other facility in the country- and pot en· 
lion oftourists downtown and offer another stop lially in the world- has. And that's to do an 
on the itiner.uy of bus tours, whose options arc aquarium in a wild silc, a nonutban site," 
limitt-d by the island's few milt'S of highwJy. Mcintosh said. "The program will extend be-

"Therc's potential to package travel to yond the walls of the tanks and out into the 
Saxman (Village), the aquarium and the environment." 



lion of this amount, in what DOT calls the 
"lion's share" of Alaska's subsidy. 

Competition for the government money has 
been like a poker game, according to FS Air 
officials. ·"'M1en Era applied for the subsidy 
amount of $76,894, we were given an oppor~ 
tunity to counter, a.<; the incumbent. We ad
justed our bid to $73,499, said john Seman, 
accountant for t'S Air. 

joe Spr.:~gue of Era Aviation said Era will not 
lower its estimated bid to match fS Air. Erd 
forecasts that it will carry 2,400 passengers, ·a 
claim that FSAir officials say they can't under
stand. FS Air carried 1,600 passengers in 
I 996 and estimates passenger traffic tor.a.ling · 
I ,700 this year. Era estimates it has carried 

1 ,600 passengers to date. · 
· Questions about the subsidy, asked by 

other Southcentral Alaska carriers, and 
about the qualifications of 1:s Air, a part 
135 certificated carrier, to operate a suo~ 
sidy normally ser\ticed by a Part 121 cer
tificated <;arrier (operating aircraft with 
10 or more passengers, requiring a dis
patch department and ground-to-air radio 
contact) have been squelched by the DOT. 
DOT waives the 121 certifkate require· 
ment for Alaska carders due to the amount, 
frequency and remote locations of EAS 
communities in Alaska. 

Although FS Air normally operates a 
Piper Navajo, a twin-engine with less than 
I 0 seats, FS Air- acknowledges that it has 
flown a 19-passenger Fairchild Metroliner 

to Seward's 4,420-foot runway. 
· "This is a fairly straightforward case," said · 

ncmard Calure, an aviation specialist han
dling the case for DOT: " The original 1978 
law, an act of Congress, gives certain criteria 
for smaller communities with one or no air 
service. In Al_iska, we rely on smaller carriers 
who fly into airports with few navigation aids, 
if any, and that are very remote." 

Seward is a visual Dight rule (VFR) airport 
with no navigational aids. 

t'S Air officials say they are committed to 
serving Seward. "We have a fuel sale opera
tion on land we purchased from Harbor Air, 
and we have a hangar that we let the Civil Air .. 
Patrol and the state Troopers use for free," 
saidt'SAir'sjohnSemans. "In addition to this, 
wehave~eralfuli-UmeemployeeslnSeward. 

When the weather is down, we dispatch vans 
from Seward to Anchor.:~ge and at the same 
lime, dispatch a van from Anchorage, which 
meets at the halfway point and trdllsfers pas
Sengers. We guarantee delivery." 

Sprague, who directs marketing for Era 
Aviation, said. the airline wants to fly into 
Seward because of its visitor destination 
opportunities, such as the neM~ SeaLife 
Center, and tour boat operations. "Era is 
not a seasonal operator. Every commu
nity we serve, we do on a year-round 
basis," he said. "This subsidy will guar
antee and help us justify flying to Seward 
in the winter," 

Spr.:~gue also said the Seward Chamber of 
Commerce has endorsed Era's bid to pro
vide Anchorage-Seward air service. 
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Murkowski 
challenges 
land buys 
Interior Department's plan 
for Exxon fund raises·ire 
The Associated Press 

FAIRBANKS- U.S. Sen. Frank Murkows
ki said Saturday he plans to look into the U.S. 
Interior Department's support for the. pur" 
chase of Native lands with Exxon Valdez oil 
spill settlement money. . 

The Interior Department has an obligation 
to protect the heritage of Native American~ 
and their land is crucial to . that heritage; 
Murkowski said. The department should not 
be inv:olved in buying up Native land, he said. 

"Once it's gone, they've lost their heritage. 
They may have the money, but how long is the 
money gonna last?" Murkowski said. "It's 
very similar to what happened in Manhattan 
where (Indians) traded Manhattan Island for 
beads." 

The Interior Department is represented· on 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, 
which determines how the $900 million Exxon 
Valdez settlement is spent. ·· 

"Virtually none of the funding is directed 
toward trying to find economic development 
for the people of the region," Murkowski said. 

Murkowski, chairman of the Senate Ener- . 
gy and Natural Resources Committee, said 
his committee is planning an oversigJ'lt hear
ing into actions of the department under Inte
rior Secretary Bruce Babbitt. 

Moily McCammon, execu
tive director of the. oil spill 
fund trustee council, took ex
ception to Murkowski's re
marks. 

"The purp·ose of the money 
·is for restoration ... not eco
nomic . development," she 
said. "The No. 1 restoration 
tool the public wanted was 
habitat protection." 

Public hearings are sched
uled to begin next spring to 

· determine how the remain
ing spill settlement funds 
will be spent, McCammon 
said. 

Murkowski said he's also 
.. concerned that $31 million of 

the fund has been spent on 

administration and public re
lations. He called for a Gen
eral Accounting Office audit 
of the oil spill money. 

McCammon said $31 mil
lion has been spent over the 
course of 10 years and ha~ in
. valved extensive scientific 
peer review and a public out-

. reach program that helps 
people in the villages under
stand. the technical research 
concerning the spill. ' 

Murkowski said the hear
ing also will look into allega
tions that Babbitt rejected a . 

. tribe's application for a casi
no license because rival 
tribes, interested in 14niting 

· gambling competition, made 
campaign contributions to 

··the D~mocratic Party. 



' ·. \ ... ~.- ;. ' 

--~ ' 

; ·; '~ 
'' 

.. 
• ::. : .,..t 

' ~ 
~· ·' :; . :·: .. _ .. " 

>: -:, ; : ·. 

Monday,:o~m~r_a: 1997, KODiAK DAILY MIRROR-3 

Senator wants look at 'Spill trustees' land pUrchases 
-FAIRBANKS (AP) - U.S. 

-Sen. Frank Murkowski said Sat- -
urday he plans to look into the 
U.S. Interior Department's sup
port for the purchase of Native 
lands with Exxon Valdez oil spill 
settlement money. 

·Tile Interior Department has an 
obligation to protect the heritage 
of Native Americans and their 
land is crucial to that heritage, 
Murkowski said. The department 

should not be involved in buying 
up Native land, he said. · 

"Once it's gone they've lost 
their heritage. They may have the 
money, but how long is the 
money gonna last?" Murkowski 
said. "It's very similar to what 
happened in· Manhattan where 
(Indians) traded Manhattan Island· 
for beads." 

The Interior Department is rep
resented on the Exxon Valdez Oil 

Spill Trustee Council, which de- . _hearing into actions of the de
tennines how the $900 million partment under Interior Secretary 
Exxon Valdez settlement is spent. Bruce Babbitt. 

''Virtually none of the fund- Molly McCammon, executive 
ing is directed toward trying to director of the oil spill fund 
find· economic development for trustee council, took exception to 
the people of the region,'' Murkowski's remarks. 
Murkowski said. "The purpose of the money is 

Murkowski, chainnan of the for restoration .. : not economic 
Sen~te Energy and Natural Re- · development;" she said. "The 
sources Committee, said his com- number one restoration tool the 
mittee is plannin~ an oversight public wanted was habitat pro-

tection.' _ 
Public hearings are scheduled 

to begin next spring to detennine 
how the remaining spill settle
ment funds will be spent, 
McCammon said. 

Murkowski said he's also con
cerned that $31 million of the fund 

· has been spent on administration 
and public relations. He called for 
a General Accounting Office au
dit_!>fJ_he oil spill money. 
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_be Exxon ValdeZ'!egaey: What will it be? 
By SEN. FRANK MURKOWSKJ . · · I agreed this should be changed, and 

The federal government already nn~«: n 12 ~~~ earlier this year prepared an amend· 
owns 248 million acres of Alaska......., ~ll~ ~1.£, · ment that would allow- but notre· 
more than the entire eastern seaboard WANTS YOU quire-'- the council to invest the money 
from Maine to Florida home to one· . outside the court system. The council 
third of the entire population of the would decide how much, if any, it would 
United States. . . put in new investments under my plan. 

Through the use of the $900 million I also specified that, rather than 
Exxon Valdez civil settlement, the fed- putting all the new money into still 
eral government is acquiring even more more land acquisition, new earnings 
of Alaska - possibly as much as should be used for long-tenn activities 
750,000 acres more, according to the such as marine research and economic 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. restoration projects for local communi· 
This land in many cases may end up ties and the fishing industry. Without 
under the control of federal agencies. something like this, there is no guar-
The additional land is equal to three- ~1r· ~ {Mi · · an tee that the ·remaining money 
fourths of the size of the state of Rhode ~ D IC n <S)\f~ would go to these purposes instead of 
Island. Here's why this is reason for 1,!; \!:;. ~ to more land acquisitions, or to pay-
concern: · -...:....._ ~. -- ments for activities of the Trustees' 01W1'-..•f"'-.- ._..., ___ ,~ 

The Truste.e Council - made up of own agencies. 
three federal and three state agency Land acquisition is expected to ·ac- · My amendment also asked the 
representatives - already has spent a . count for more than .40 percent ($386 Trustee Council to bring Congress its 
large part of the money received from million) of the $900 million settlement. thoughts on forming an independent 
Exxon on land acqui· Another $213 million has been used for board to administer the funds Cin place 
sitions and on ease· direct payments to state and federal of the Trustees) after the last Exxon 

ents that limit the agencie,s for spill expens~s. ~nd to payment is received. Personally, I'd 
;e of land which it Exxon tO. reimpurse .it for c}eahup activi· like to see it recommend an indepen-

nas not purchased ties after J31\uary 1992. ·The co-uncil's dent, scientifically oriented group to 
outright. To date, the list of approved projects .. wil.l take anoth· guide a long-tenri research program -
council has completed er $311 million, including·a staggering a board that would call for proposals, 
the acquisition of $31 million for public relations and ad· arrange for scientific peer review. pub-
some 424,000 acres, ministration. . . lish findings, and so forth, without the 
in a combination of Who would ·have expected public re- appearance of a conflict of interest 
large and small Murkowski · lations to soak up such a large part of a that exists when the trustees are fund· 
parcels, many of settlement intended to remedy the envi- ing projects in which their agencies 
which were purchased from Native cor- ronmental impacts of the spill? are involved. 
porations. In many cases, these land ac- Essentially, the only money not al- Unfortunately, the Trustee Council, 
quisitions merely add to the land al, ready spoken for is the 12 percent of led by the Department of the Interior, 
ready controlled by the Trustees' own · Exxon paymentS the coWlcil is tucking chose to oppose .the amendment in a 
agencies. away in a "restoration reserve.~ By the last-minute lobbying campaign against 

Examples include 23,800 acres of'in· year 2002, this accoWlt (counting inter· its own request - perhaps because my 
holdings added to Kachemak Bay State est) may reach nearly $150 million- . version meant the Trustees would have 
Park; 41,549 acres near Seal Bay; and but it also will be the only money left. to relinquish some of the control they 
26,665 acres on Shuyak Island. In addi- . After inflation-proofing, interest on the now enjoy. So it didn't become law this 
tion, the council has agreed to, but not restoration reserve could provide about year. 
yet completed, the pw-chase of another $2.1 million annually for' long-tenn re- But I don't intend to drop the issue. 
55,357 acres, including more than 7,0CJ0 search and economic reconstruction pro- In fact, 1 plan to pursue it with sepa· 
acres previo':lSlY logged, from Eyak Corp. jects - or it could vanish in more land rate legislation _ legislation I have al
It is also negotiating for another 46,300 acquisitions. ready introduced. I still think Alaska 
acres on Afognak Island, and 57,082 Recently, the Trustee Council re- could and should benefit from the addi
acres owned by Koniag Corp. These quested that Congress allow it to broad- tiona! dollars that better inyestments 
lands presumably would be added to the en its investment options. The trustees would earn, and 1 still think marine re-
Kodi.ak National Wildlife Refuge. . say the public is being short-changed be· search and economic restoration should 

Generally, all these lands will be cause the settlement requires the council get more attention than the Trustees 
ldded to the 20 protected state and fed- to place all the incoming money (Exxon have given them so far. 

eral lands in the spill-affected area, in· is paying the $900 million over 10 years) If it· were your money. what would 
eluding the Kodiak National Wildlife in a court-administered account with you do? And, by the way, it is your 
Refuge, Katmai National Park and Pre- lower yields !5 percent) and higher ad-
serve, the Chugac.h National Forest, ministrative costs ( 10 percent) than the _m_o_n._eY=-·-----,--------:: 
and the Copper River Delta Critical trustees could cam simply by investing Frank Murkowski rcprCS!!OU the .state or 
Habitat Area. in safe U.S. government securities. Ala:~ka in the U.S. Senate. 
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· Murkowski letter insulting 
I was astonished by Sen. Frank Murkows· 

ki's insulting remarks (quoted in the Dec. 8 is· 
sue of the Daily News) about Alaska Natives 
and their corporations who, as willing sellers, 

· sold land or development rights to the Exxon · 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. By compar· 
ing land sales to the Trustee Council with the 
mythical trade of Manhattan Island for 
beads, Sen. Murkowski exhibits the stereo
typical condescending .attitude that Native 
people somehow don't have the common 
sense to make sensible financial decisions 
with either their property or their money. 

. For the senator's information, Alaska Na· 
tives are as capable as the rest of us to wise-

. ly manage their lands and money without the 
paternalistic supervision of a government 
agency or a senator whom I suspect cares 
less about whether they keep their land as 
who will get to exploit it for them: As for Na-

. tive. heritage, the senator should be aware 
that the Native corporations that have sold 
land to the Trustee Council have been careful 
to preserve the subsistence hunting, fishing 
and gathering ri'ghts of their shareholders on 
those lands. 

As a U.S. taxpayer I'm 'insulted that Sen. 
Murkowski intends to throw more of my. mon
ey away on an "oversight hearing'' on the ac
tions of the Interior Department .as a way of 
promoting his narrow-minded political goals: 
His mistake is in thinking that the rest of us 
taxpaying rubes don't have enough sense to 
realize what he's really up to. · : 

· - Karl Becker· 

SAME LETTER WAS PRINTED 
.: DECEMBER 11, 1997 

ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS 

Cordova 

, 

) 



-
N 
CD -c -
~ 
c:: 
0 
X 
X w 
--· ·-
~ 

·, PENINSULA CLARION 

The feded ... ,,)vemment already owns 
248 million acres of Alaska- more 
than the entire eastern seaboard.frdin 

Maine to Florida, home to one-third the entire 

DECEMBER 3 997 

population of the United Stat.i!$ 7 .~;,1. ';,· _., 

Through the .use of the $900 million Exxon 
Valdez'civil settlement, it will be acquiring 
even more of Alaska possibly as much as 
750,000 acres according to ~e Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill Trustee Council - land that in many 
cases may end up under the control of the fed
eral agencies. That's 'three-fourths of the size 
of the entire state of Rhode Island. Here's why 
that's important: 

The trustee council - three federal and 
three state agency representatives- already 
has spent a largy part of the money received 
from Exxon on land acquisitions and on ease
ments that limit the use of land it has not pur-

. chased outright. To date, t4e council has com
pleted $e acquisition of some 424,000 acres, 
in a combination of large and small parcels, 
many purchased from Native corporations. In 
many cases, these land acquisitions merely 
add to the land already controlled by the 
Trustees' own agc:ncies! 

. Examples include 23,800 acres of inhold
ings added to Kacheinak Bay State Park; . 
41,549 acres (including 1 ;ooo acres previously 
logged) near Seal Bay and 26,665 acres on 
Shuyak Island. In addition, the council has 
agreed to, but not yet completed, the purchase 
of another 55,357 acres, including more than 
7,000 acres previously logged: It is also nego
tiating for another 46,300 acres.on Mognak 
Island, and 57082 acres owried by Koniag 
Corporation. Theses lands presumably would· 
be added to the Kodiak: National Wildlife 
Refuge. . 

Generally, all ihese lands will be added to 
the 20 protected state and federal lands in the 
spill-affected area including Kodiak National 
Wildlife Refuge, Katmai National Park and 
Preserve, the Chugach Nation~! Forest and 
Copper River Delta Critical Habitat Area. 

Land acquisition is expected to account for 
more than 40 percent ($386 million) of the 
$900 million settlement. Another $213 million 
has been used for direct payments to state and 
federal agenciesfor spill expenses and to 
Exx()n to reimburse it for cleanup activities 
after January 1992. The council's list of 
approved projects will take another $311 mil
lion;including a staggering $31 million for 
public relations and administration. 

Who would have expected public relations 
to soak up such a large part of a settlement 
intended to remedy the environmental impact~ .. 

.. Qf,the ~pill7 -~ ~-. · ::~: ~ ~·: .. ~;-
. · Essentially, the only mohey not already 
spoken for is the 12 percent of Exxon pay
ments the council is tucking away in a 
"restoration reserve." By 2002, this account 
(counting interest) may reach nearly $150 mil
lion- but it also will be the only money left. 

Mter inflation-proofing, interest on the 
restoration reserve could provide about $2.1 
million annually for long-term research and 
economic reconstruction projects - or could 

. vanish in more land acquisitions. 
.· Recen~y. the trustee council requested that 
Congress allqw it to broaden its investrnenl 

SEN. FRANK 
MURKOWSKI 

options. The trustees 
say the public is being 
shortchanged because 
the settlement requires 
the council to place all 
the incoming money 
(Exxon is paying the · 
$900 million over 10 
years) in a court
administered account 
with lower yields (5 
percent) and higher 
administrative costs 

, _{10 percent) than the 
trustees could earn simply by investing in safe 
U.S. government securities .. 
· · I agreed this should be· changed and pre-

. pared an amendment that would allow - but 
not require - the council to invest the money 

· outside the court system. The council would 
decide how much, if any, they would put in 
new investments. 

l also specified that, rather than putting all 
the new money into still more land acquisi
tion, new earnings should be used for long
term activities such as marine research and 
economic restoration projects for local com
munities and the fishing industry. Without 
something like this, there is no guarantee that 
the remaining money would go to these pur
poses instead of to more land acquisition or to 
payments for activities of the trustees' own 
agencies: 

My amendment also asks the trustee coun~ 
'cil to bring Congress its thoughts on forming 
an independent board to administer the funds 
(in place of the trustees) after the last Exxon 
payment. Personally; I'd like to see them rec
ommend an-independent, scientifically orient
ed group to guide a long-term research pro-

• gram- a board that would call for proposals, 
· arrange for scientific peer review, ·publish 
findings and-so forth without the appearance 
of conflict that exists when the trustees are 
funding projects in which their agencies are 
involved. 

Unfortunately, the trustee council, led by 
the Department of the Interior, chose to 
oppose the amendment in a last-minute lobby
ing campaign against their own request
perhaps because my version meant the trustees 
would have to relinquish some of the c.ontrol 
they now enjoy. 

................... 



I don't inte'nd to drop the issue. In fact, I 
plan to pursue it with separate legi.slation -
legis)_ation I have already introduced. I still 
think AJaska could and should benefit from 
the additional dollars that better investments 

· ;~;w_o~ld.eru.#.:·~~J.:S:tilltii.yik'ift~liir(t-es~~~~·· 
. and ecorio1Jlic restoration . should get'more· ..... 

attention ttian the trustees have given them so 
··far. 

If it was. your money, what would you do? 
.. : And by .the way, it is your money. 

••••• The following is a summary of the Exxon 
Valdef: Oil Spill Trustee Council's land acqui
sision process: · 

. • ntte and easements purchased 
as of October 24,.1997: 

•76,211 acres. and ~asements for 42,463 acres 

of land from Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc. to be added to 
· or managed as part of the Kodiak National 

Wildlife Refuge. · : 
•37,236 acres aild easements on 16,268 acres 

from Chenega Corp., of which the purchased 
land is divided between the state and the U.S. 
Forest Service and the easement of lands will be 
managed by the Forest Service. 
•23.~ acres of inholdings now added to 

Kachemak Bay State Park. 
-41,549 acres (including 1,000 previously 

logged) near Seal Bay. 
· •26,665 acres on Shuyak Island from the 

Kodiak Island Borough. · 
e59,6e9 acres and a limited-term easement 

untii2Q01 on 57,082 acres from Koniag Inc. for 
the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. 

•28,609 acres, an easement for 3,000 acres 
and a non-development agreement on another 
65,000 acres from the Old Harbor Native Corp. 
for additiqn to the Kodiak National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

.Commercial timber rights on 2,052 acres of 
land near Cordova from the Eyak Corp. 

• Purchases agreed to, but not completed: 
•55,357' acres, conservation easements on 

6,667 acres (including 1,500 acres previously 
logged) and timber easements on 13.401 acres 
from Eyak Corp. · 

•32,537 acres from English Bay Corp., with 
special access rights retainedby English Bay 
Corp. . 

•31 ,490 aetas (including 5,()()() acres previous
ly logged) and 37,398 acres of timber and con
servation easements (some of which pre for land 
already logged). from Tatitlek Corp. Public access 
will be restricted on some of the ~nd formerly 
held by Tatitlek Corp: 

· • Purchases still under negotlaUon: 
· -46,300 acres from Afognak Joint Venture 

-57,082 acres from Koniag Corp. 
• Small parcels: , 

In addition to its IMge-parcel acqulshlori pro-
. gram, the trustee coancll has purchas® or 

agreed to purchase approximately 6,8QO acres in 
small parcels ranging from 1.6 to 3,000:-plus 
acres and is negotiating on or considering pur
chase of another 2,600.acres from a variety of 
sources. 
• Protected state and federal lands previous
ly designated In the spill area: 

Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge , 
Afognak State Park \ · : ~ 

· Shuyak State. Park 
Alaska Peninsula National Wildlife. Refuge 
Aniakchak National Monument and Preserve 
Becharof National Wildlife Refuge . 
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Jlefuge. 

. K\ittffi.ll NatlotiaJ!P.Sffc 8iid .P~&~lq Lru. 
lake 'Clark Nationat Park and· Plel>erve ,. ' 
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge i . · · 

Kenai Fjords National Park 
Kachemak Bay State Park 
Kachemak Bay Critical. Habitat Area 
Canoe Pass!J.ge State Park · 
McNeil River State Game Refuge and 

Sanctuary . ,. 
Kalgin Island Critical Habitat Area 
Redoubt Bay Critical Habitat Area · 
Clam Gulch Critical Habitat Area ! 

Chugach National Forest 
Copper River Delta Critical Habit.at Area 

... 
\ 
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'-= By SEAN COCKERHAM 
Staff Wmer Alaska Native lands to prevent 

U.S. Sen. Frank Murkowski deve_lopment. 
said Saturday he plans to probe "The · money is just being 
the U.S. Interior Department's . ,, SJ)ent for land acqUisition· with 
involvement in . using Exxon • nothing in the sense of an ong-· 
Valdez oil spill recovery money oing fund for research and so 
for Native land purchases, which forth, and virtually none of the 

~·, · he said represents a conflict with funding is directed toward trying 
L.. ~ the agency's charge of protecting to find economic development for 
~' Native heritage. the people of the region," Mur· 
..,., "I h~ve a growing concern kowsld said. .. 
· . over the disposition of the Exxon Molly McCammon, e:icecutive 

Valdez funding," the Alaska Re-
publican said. "Most of·which has 
been utilized to buy private land · 

. from . vari~us thN at1p. ve. villageWillicor
porations m e nnce · ·am 

> Sound Area and out to Kodiak." 
The senator was in Fairbanks 

. Saturday to donate fund-raising 
proceeds to the Breast Cancer· 

,.... Detection Center of Alaska. 
~ In an interview following the 

Q 
donation ceremony at the 
center's headquarters, Mur

. kowski blasted the Department 
of Interior, one of the six federal 
and state trustees that deter
mines how the· $900 million 
Exxon Valdez settlement money 
is spent. · 

Murkowski, chairman. of the 
Senate Energy and Natural Re
sources Committee. 'said his com:. 

~' mittee is planning an oversight · 
..,., hearing into actions of the de-

partment under . Interior Secre
tary Bruce Babbitt 

director of the oil · spill fund · 
trustee council, which she said 
makes its decisions by unani
mous consensus,· took exception 
with·Murkowski's remarks. 

."The purpose of the money, is 
for restotation ... not economic de
velopment," she said. "The No. 1 
restoration tool· . the ·public 
wanted was habitat protection.' 

She added that another public 
process is beginning to figure out 

how the remaming about one
~ of the fund gained from 
lawsuits against Exxon Corp. will 
be spent. She said there are. 
public hearings set for this spring 
and Murkowski's criti~isms are: 
. pre-judging the result of the" 
public process. .. · 

.: Murkowski said he'a also con
. c~rned that $31 million of the The senator said the depart· 

~ ment has an obligation to protect 
~ the heritage of Native Americans, fund ·has been spent on adminis· £' J and their land is crucial to that. 
,... heritage. The department tration and public relations. He 
....... shouldn't be involved in buying called for. a General Aceounting 
~ up Native land and transferring Office audit of the oil spill money. 

it to federal agencies, he said. . · ···My attitude is, hey, let's just 
take a look at it because this is 

"Once it's gone they've lost public money," Mur.kowski Said.r · 
· their heritage. They may. have 

the money, but how long is the .. McCammon said that $31 mil· . 
money gonna last?" Murkowski · · lion has been spent over the 
asked. "It's very similar to what · course· of ten years and has in
happened in Manhattan where · · volved eitensive scientific peer 
(Indians) traded Manhattan Is- review and a public outreach pro-
land for beads." · _gram that helps people in the. viJ. 

Murkowski said some national lages understand the technical 
environmental. groups · are researcli concerning the spill. 
pushing for the purchase of . Murkowski said the hearing 

will also be looking into the Inte
rior Department's credibility ~e-. 
lating to allegations that Babb1tt 
rejected ~ tribe's application for a 
casino license in return- for Dem· 
ocratic campaign contributions · 
from a rival tribe interested in 
killing gambling compet!tion. 

Also in the Saturday inter· 
view, Murkowski said he still 
hasn't made up his mind con· 
cerning his political future but 
added that possible problems 

· with new Alaska Campaign Fi
nance Law wouldn't be a factor 

·· in his decision whether to run for 
governor, Senate or simply retire. 

, "I'm going to get together . 
· with our family over the holiday 

and discuss this and some other · 
issues," Murkowski said, adding 
that there's still a lot he wants to 
accomplish in Washington. 

"It's a tough decision because 
I've been in 17 years and to run 
again '(for Senate) would be an· 
other six-year commitment. To 

· Serve another six years I'd be six 
years older, n said the senator as 
he mused about the time he could 
be spending duck hunting. 

Murkowsi said he's also tired 
of the long trips from Alaska to 
the nation's Capital, something . 
that could be solved if he decides 
to run for governor next year. 

But Alaska's campaign fmance 
laws could prevent him from 
using a sizable portion of his 
campaign chest if he chooses to 
enter such a state race, although 
he's free to use that money in a 
federal race . 

Murkowski s&.id there's a lot of 
unaswered questions on exactly 
what funds could be used under 
the new state law, and he'll cross 
that bridge if he comes to it. 

"I'm confident that if we de
cided to run for state office, we 
could raise an adequate amount," 
Murkowski said. "That would 
not be a factor in my decision." 
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Time to stop oil spill appeals 
Exxon must 
accept its 

··.·;responsibility 
By RICK STEINER 

Back· in the 1980s, when I 
lived in Cordova, I had a friend 

' ·· named Gene . Rossilini. He lived 
in a small, smoky wood hut in 
Shelter· Cove, a mile or so north 
of town. Gene was convinced 
that, someday soon, the ·world as 
we knew and loved it would end. 

.. .'.To prepare for this eventuality, 
... he walked many miles every day 

loaded· with over a: hundred 
pounds of rocks on his back,' 
climbing local mountains, 
marching along roads. He wore 

. ragged clothes, looked sooty and 
. bedraggled, and seldom bathed, 
claiming that "bathing is just a 
bourgeois affectation." He was 
contemplative, · kind, generous 
and troubled. To the few he let 
in, he spoke of his dire· concern 
for the world. Many thought he 
was crazy·. 

Then on March 24, 1989, the 
"wrecklessness" of one of the 
largest corporations in the world 
caused one of the most damaging 
industrial disasters in human his· 
tory-the Exxon Valdez oil spill, 

· right here in Ala:>ka. The spill 
spread over 10,000 square miles 
of Alaska's coastal ocean, oiled 1,-
500 miles of some of the most 
beautiful and productive coast- · 
line in the world including na· 

· tiona! wildlife refuges and pa.r:k.s. 
killed more marine mammals and 

. seabirds than any industrial dis
aster ever, and sent coast com· 
munities into a social and 
economic tailspin from which 
none fully recovered. A r~ent 
publication by Time Magazine 
ranks the Exxon Valdez spill as 
"one of the most significant 
events of the 20th century," 
alongside such others as the Ho
locaust, the airplane, the Russian 
revolution, Hiroshima and Naga· 
saki, the invention of television 
and computers, the moon 
landing, the Titanic, etc. Time 
says "the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
highlights Planet Earth's imper· 
iled natural resources." 

Just after the grounding of the 
Exxon-Valdez, the Exxon cor· 
poration stood in front of 'tile 

· community in what . ultimately 
became know as "the mother-of· 
nil corpot nte puhlir l'l'latinnll riii:· 

which is in no one's best int 
... not even Exxon's.. · 
· As Exxon caused this disaster 

asters.", This was in front of a and they. have been found reck
group of people who, from the leS.s by a jury of Alaska citizens, it· 
earliest days of the pipeline de· is right that they have to pay the 

·bate, had expressed concern that largest environmental verdict in 
someday, despite the assurances history, and it is undoubtedly in 
of government and the oil in- society's interest to have this 
dustry, an Exxon-Valdez would thing resolved now. The longer 
occur and it would catastroph- this drags out, the more damage 
ically disrupt their fishing will be caused. Dr. Steven Picou, 
economy and way of life. At the . who has studied many an indus-
1989 town meeting, Exxon told trial disaster around the world, 
the people that they. were has found that the social and psy· 
"lucky", because it was Exxon chological effects of these disas
who had '.'besmirched their be.au- ters will abate only when there is 
tiful Prince William Sound", and a just resolution of all the litiga· 
that ."Exxon does business tion. For Exxon to continue prof
straight." Exxon went on to iting at the expense of the Alaska 
promise that the people whose people, economy and environ
lives were affected by this spill ment is evidence that the com· 
"would be made whole" by pany is morally bankrupt indeed. 
Exxon. It is a tragic commentary on 

Guest Opinion 

But: now after 8M years of Exxon's sense of social responsi, 
costly litigation and a $5 billion . bility that many of the people 
judgment against Exxon·, the cor- · who were harmed by this com! 
poration continues to fight pany's negligence have since 
paying the human victims of its passed away, with no reparation 

. recklessness what an unbiased whatsoever. Some, such as the 
Alaska jury has determined to be former mayor of Cordova, ' 
necessary to punish and correct to take their own lives r 
Exxon's behavior. Exxon con- than continue to exist in tne 
tinues to file motion after .mo- emotional chaos from the Exxon 
tion, appeal after appeal, in what spill. The last few years of these 
has become a comedy of despera- lives were entirely dominated by 
tion, arrogance, and utter disdain the Exxon-Valdez, and too much 
for ·the people of Alaska whose of all of our lives has been swept 
lives they turned upside down. · into this maelstrom. It is time for 
All of our lives have been dimin- this madness to end. It is time for 
ished by this, and communities Exxon to resolve this mess. There 
such as Kodiak, Chenega Bay, are any number of legitimate 
Homer, Cordova, Valdez, Kenai, ways the state and federal gov
Chignik, Whittier, Tatitlik, Nan- ernments can encourage Exxon 
walek, Port Graham, Old Harbor; ~ take. care of this, and they 
Ahkiok, etc. deserve better. It is should do so. 
time for Exxon to end this legal I have discussed all of this 
chess game; pay what they owe, . with many people through~ut the 
and everyone get on with their state and nation and most seem 
lives. . . to agree that it is time for Exxon 

· It is now incumbent on Exxon to stop holding Alaska hostage to 
to step to the plate, admit their its own antiquated corporate ide
recklessness, pay the people they ology, and bring this to closure. 
hurt, and release Alaska and As for my friend Gene Rossi
Alaskans from the prolonged and lini, who was prepared for almost 
ongoing agony of this oil spill. anything, he was found dead one 
Without prejudging the appellate morning in his hut a year or so 
prpce~s. there should be no real- after the spill. He had taken his 
istic chance whatsoever that own life and lay dead on the 
Exxon's appeals will be suc- frozen dirt floor of what he 
cessful. They were reckless, they thought was his refuge fro- .~.. • 
know it, the world knows it, and industrial world, on th~ sh · 
they now have to compensate the Prince WiUiam Sound. ·C _. 
victims of their reckless disregard wasn't he? 
for the Alaska people and envi- Rkk Steiner, f0f'11'1Ctriv of Cordova. 
ronmcnt. Attempts to. delay all of livn In Anctlorl9t and 11 1 mlrin~ advi-sory prognm faculty member ~ the 
this will only add to the bitter· University of Alaska Flirf.?a:"ks. This ar
ness ;mri resentment of industry. tide reflects his pel'liC)NI VIeWS only. 
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Group backs 
study of Cordova, 
community center 
By Jennifer L. Strange · 

The Cordova Ttmes 
Twenty Cordovans were invited 

by the city to meet with two experts 
Tuesday about planning a Cordova 

· community center that could receive 
funding from the Exxon Valdez Oil · 
Spill Trustee Council. The group . 
agreed to form a proposal asking 
City Council at its Dec. I 0 meeting 
to approve a $50,000 feasibility 
study on the project . 
· The study will provide the 

.Trustee Co~Jncil with infonnation it 
needs to consider funding the pro
ject. It will also show good faith 
from the community, said city attor
ney ~oy Jones, and without com
munity support, the project will go 
nowhere. 

Under the right circumstances, 
however; the Trustee Council is very 
interested in funding a community 
project in Cordova, as long as it 
doesn't have to choose between dif
ferent proposals. Jones said. 

"Cordova hasn't had the back-up 
needed to win favor with the trustees 
and the state," said Jones. "And. so 
far, Cordova has been a side benefi
ciary of (EVOS) funds. But the· 
council knows that the impact of the 
spill in Cordova has been real, tanc 
gible and ongoing." 

Combining the city's community 
center plans with similar plans put 
forth by the Prince William Sound 
Science Center will help to sell the 
idea, said project manager Maureen 
Sims from Rise Alaska. Sims 
worked as project manager on the 
Seward Sea Life Center and believes 
that with the right vision and finan
cial planning, a center in Cordova 
could be a reality. . 

The plan includes space for len
ants such as the PWS Community 
College, who would help dc:fray the 
costs ofmaiiuenance an~ operations 
by paying .rent; creating a single 
library that houses .. the research, 

information and books from the 
Science Center. the Forest Service 
and the municipal libraries; an audi
torium for community events, con
certs. art shows,' retreats and confer
ences; and scientific exhibits and 
laboratories that would help fulfill 
the research requ·irements of the 
Trustee Council. · 

Purposes for the center were 
identified by Jones in conjunction 
with Mayor Margy Johnson, City 
Manager Scott Janke and PWS 
Science Center president Gary 
Thomas, Jones said. 

Most discussion about the center 
was positive, with· participants 
extolling the virtues of having more 
space to hold ~eetings and events 
and diversifying the economy by 
encouraging wintertime ·confer
ences. 

Concerns were raised by Port and 

Commerce Development Advisory 
Boai-d chair Kim Ewers, who won
dered how Cordova residents would 
react to the cost of the study and the 
building and how the community 
would deal with buildings left vacant 
by tenants who moved into the cen
ter. Cordova District Ranger Cal 
Baker said he wants the group to 
make sure the focus of the center is 
on what's best for the community 
and that it is kept on that track. 

The idea of a community center 
has been kicked around in sorne cir
cles for a couple of years, said city 
manager Scott Janke. There was a 

· bit of controversy surrounding the 
topic late last summer when a num
ber of city council members said 
ihey hadn't been made aware of the 
idea even though Janke said he had 
sj>oken to all council members and 
had their support.· ~hhough there 
were no council members present at 
thls week's meeting, the people who 
did attend were well-briefed on the 

project. . , 
'"This is long overdue'and you are 

the wisdom-bearers here," Mayor 
Margy Johnson told the roomful of 
representatives from Cordovan fish· 
ing, business, administrative, Native, 
school, science and children's activ
. ities groups. "I'll be calling on every 
·one of you to convince your·con
stituencies." 
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Kestoration of subsistence since 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill has tak
en on many forms. 

Subsistence hunting, fishing 
and· gathering were severely 
reduced in villages hard hit by the 
spill. It took years for subsistence 
users to regain confidence in the 
safety of the food source they 
depend upon. Eight years after the 
spill, subsistence users in Prince 
William Sound have yet to return 
to many once-popular beaches 
which continue to hold substantial 
quantities of buried or trapped oil. 

During the last two years, the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council has provided funds for 29 
subsistence-related projects, in 
addition to the research involving 
specific subsistence resources such 
as herring, salmon and harbor 
seals. 

Many of those projects provide 
·direct relief to communities to help 
supplement subsistence resources: 
'For example, hatchery-produced 
king salmon arc starting to·rcturn 
to Chenega Bay and similar 
enhancements will bring coho ·to 
Tatitlek and Perryville, sockeye to 
SolfLakc in Prince William Sound 
and pink salmon to Port Graham. 

To assist scientists in their 
efforts to Jearn why the harbor seal 
is continuing its decline. the 
Alaska Native Harbor Seal 
Commission is training subsis
tence hunters in the proper proce
dures for taking and storing tissue 

. samples. This pr<;~vides a wealth of 
information about harbor sealloca- . 
tions, diet, and overall health . 

Last year. a video was produced 
which chronicled the importance 
of harbor seals to the subsistence 
lifestyle within the community of 
Tatitlek. "Aiutiiq Pride: A Story of 
Subsistence'' took the viewer on a 
harbor seal hunt, taught how to 
prepare seal for food and other 
uses. and joined the village for a 
potlatch to celebrate the harvest. 

Alaska Natives and scientists 
are also encouraged to work 
together in understanding the intri
cate relationships within the 
marine ecosystem. 

The Trustee Council is promot- · 
ing indigenous science, also 
known as traditional ecological 
knowledge, as a vital tool in view
ing the marine ecosystem. 

The knowledge gained from 
thousands of years of subsistence 

living car 'today's researchers 
better understand the movements 

.and habits of individual species· 
and how each interacts within the 

ecosystem. 
· The Chugach School 

District is now in its third year 
conducting the Youth Area Watch 

program. That program places stu~ 
dents into the field and laborato
ries to work side by side with sci· 
entists conducting oil spill 
research. The students also learn 
first-hand from village elders 
about food gathering and prepara· 

· tion. 
Joe Hunt reponed on the 

Exxon Valdez oil spill for The 
Anchorage Times. He currently 
serves as communications coorcli· 
nator for the Exxo11 Valde:;: Oil 
Spill Trustees Council. 

./ 
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·AssemblY support~ 
Karluk health clinic 
By SUE JEFFREY 
Mirror Writer 

Karluk will hcgin construction 
of a new health clinic next spring 

· if the Kodiak Island Borough ob
tains a $196,957 bloc grant from · 
the state. 

After holding a public hearing 
at last nighl's· horough meeting, · · 
the assembly gave the go-ahead 
to the horough to apply for the 

·Department of Community and 
Regional Affairs Community De
velopment bloc grant. 

Kathryn Reft, an employee of 
the Karluk Tribal Council, ex

. plained to the assembly that the 
community sorely needs a new 
health facility. ·. . 

There· is no priyacy for pa
tients," Reft said, ''because ev
eryone in town can see who is in 
the clinic." · 

The small, crowded clinic is. 
located within the Karluk com
munity hall. The new clinic 
would be built on a lot more ad
vantageous for medevacs, Reft 
said. · 

Kodiak Island Borough Mayor 
Jerome Selby explained that 
Karluk has an old school lot 
available for the project. 

"It is relatively nat." he said. 
"A Coast Guard helicopter col.lld 
feasibiy land there. " . 

Karluk is the only community 

within' the horough to qualify for 
. a community development bloc 

grant bec.ause it meets the low
and moderate-income criteria. 
Selby said. The borough and the 
Karluk Tribal Council lookcd :11 · 
the .communitfs capital projects 
and decided the health clinic was 
the most imponant on· the lis1. 
Sewer, water and landfill up
grades are already underway. he 
said, funded by state land and 
water conservation money. 

'To receive the bloc grant, 
DCRA requires $70.000 in 
·matching funds from the bor
ough. Most of the money. would · 
be in-kind, Selby said, including 
lot valued at ·$30,000 and back
hoe time for ground preparation. 
Karluk would add $17,500 in 
cash to make up the balance. 

The assembly authorized the 
· borough to submit the grant ap

plication on behalf of the Karluk 
· Tribal Council. The grant re

quires the borough and the tribal 
council to enter into a coopera
tive agreement, with the borough 

. acting as applicant. · 
As such, the borough has ulti

mate respo~ibility for the project 
· until construction is completed£ 

Karluk will then be responsible 
for operation and management of 
the buildimt. · . · :~ (! 

The grant application is due Dec. 
12. The borough will learn in 
March if DCRA funds the project · 

Hearing no comments from citi- ' 
zens during a public hear;ing last 

· night on the action from the mayor 
to manager form of government, 
the assembly quietly passed the or
dinance. During citizens com
ments ai the end of the meeting, 
however, Kodiak resident Roger 
Redicopp opposed the change and 
blamed the assembly for it. 

"We're losing the benefits of a 
strong mayor ... he submitted a 
budget which would raise prop
eny taxes but it was the assembly 
who didn't do their job in control
ling the budget... 

"If you ignore the wishes of the 
people, this happens. In the future, 
when you have a lot of people tell
ing you something, listen to them." 

In other business. the assembly. 
passed the first reading of an ordi-

nancc refleeting mid-year budget 
adjustments. The balance sheet 
looks good. The borough netted 
$600,CXX> in federai revenue shar
ing for Native corporation lands 
sold to the Exxon Valdez Trustee 
Council instead of the $30,000 
originally bugeted after the borough 
put pressure on Congress to recog
nize the purchase price as the fair· 
market value rather than the U.S. 
Forest Service appraised price. 

On the negative side, the borough 
received $179, tOO less in raw fish 
·tax than the borough originally an

. ticipated. Before approving· the 
amendments to the budget, the as- . 
sernbly will hold a public hearing 
at its next meeting, Dec. 18. 
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Vandals ruin 
things for 
everyone 
To the editor, 
. [ would like to thank the van
dals and irrcsponsihle 4 whet:lcr 
operator~ for the destruction they 
have dont; at the new End of the 
Road Park in Monashka Bay. 

: , That project was over a year 
',in the m~king and took a lot of 

hard work. tir:ne and paper work 
to sec it completed. The project 
was not built with Kodiak. Island 
Borough funds but with grant 
money from the Exxon Valdez 
Oil -Spill Marine Recreation 
·Fund. Obviously we .can't .take 
care of gifts; why would we want. 

· · u:fexpend Borough funds to do 
any repair. 

Over th~ past 2 years ( have 
had the opportunity to be in
volved in several Parks and Rec
reation projects with the Kodiak 
Island Borough and have seen 
other destruction take place. We 
designed and had an· outhouse 
built for the Salonie Creek Rifle 
Range. The day after the project 
was comph:te I went out to in
spect the new facility: that night 
it was burned down. [ was the 
only person. hesides the carpen
ter that built it, that got to see it 
(except for the vandals). ~ow 
you have to p!Jrchase a key to 
even drive out to the range. 

The park at Otmeloi had beau
tiful facilities; playground equip
ment. picnic tables, grilles, a bas
ket~all COUrt, bridges and a COV· 

cred gazebo. Not anymore. The 
gazebo has been burned, the 
bridges have had their planking 
and banisters pulled off faster 
than they can be replaced, the 
grills and tahL .. end up in the 

NOVEMBER 28, 1997 

Letter to the editor 

~ 
pond on a regular has is and the. 
harrier houlders ·that have hl:en 
placed aro.und the hasketball 
court to protect the slopes from 
eroding have been moved. 

The damage at End of the Road· 
Park was just as significant. Steel 
picnic tables were shot up. one 
had a hole cut in the top. the nc:w 
wood stairs were shot up, the 
concrete pad for the stairs was 
broken. the doors to the new· 
restroom were jimmied to be in· 
operable; and barrier boulders 
that had been placed around the 
new parking area to protect the 
streams which have been 
trampled had been moved. Mind 
you, all the harrier houldcrs I 
have mentioned weigh in excess 
of 2.500 pounds. 

The vandalism I have de· 
scribed merdy scratches the sur
face. The litter and broken 
bonles found Borough wide are 
·enough to make you sick. It's 
time for people to be held ac
countahle for their actions. If 

you arc a responsiblt: 4 wheeler 
operator and sec these irrespon
sible operators doing their dirty 
deeds - report il. If you have 

. any information about these ma

. licious acts - report it. It may 
be time for a Borough curfew to 
be implemented. 

The sad thing about all this is 
that a select few have ruined it 
for the majority. All summer 
while End of the Road Park was 
being built, there were countless 

· families and people in general us
ing the area. They probahly .want 
to thank the vandals too for ruin
ing something thai co~ld have 
been nice. 

The Borough was recently 
given additional grant. money to 
do more trail work. Maybe we 
should send it back to the state 
with a note: 

'"Thank you, but please give 
this money to a community that 
knows how to take care of their 
parks and trails." 

-Chris Lynch 
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Alaska Coastal 
Currents'·. 
By Jody Seitz · 

Seabirds need energy
. rich fish for survival 

Scientists studying animals in· 
jured by the Ex.:cmz Valdez spill 
know that declines in some spe· 
des may be related· to changes 
in the marine ecosystem. Shifts 
in ocean temperature and abun
dance of certain tish species. are 
prompting them to examine the 
food supply for several seabirds 
and marine mammals. 

Sand lance is one of several 
types of small schooling forage 
fishes that are critical to many 
marine birds and mammals, yet 
seldom studied by scientists. 
Their Latin name, Ammodytes 
htxapterus, means "sand digger." 
And that's exactly·what they do. 
1hey spend much of their time 

· in the sediments of the intertidal 
zone. 

Sand lance come out of the 
sand to feed in spring, growing 
and putting on weight through 

. summer. They spawn in Octo
ber. Little is known about their 
lives from when they hatch in 
December until they show up in 
April near shore to feast on the 
new bloom of plankton. , 
· Scientists do know some 
things: they apparently need light 
to feed. They come out during 
the· morning and return to their 
hcdding areas in the evening .. 

And they arc choosy about 
their beaches. Sand lance have 
no swim bladder so they can't 
just rest in the water column. Af
ter feeding they go back into the 
sand to digest their food. They 
don't 'like thick mud, which 
might clog their gills, but prefer 

· sand and tine gravel. 
Aside from these distinctive . 

qualities. sand lance have two 
very Important characteristics: . 
they are a schooling fish, whic.:h 
allows preda'iors to gc.t a lot to 
cat in one place: and they are rich 
in energy. After their tirst year, 
sand lan~e ar~ loaded with fatty 

oil, often several times that of a 
cod or pollock of the same size. 
That's a big boost to birds such 
as pigeon guillemots. which can 
only bring one tish back to their 
chicks at a time. 

Scientists say when birds have 
ready access to fish with high oil 
content. they do well. It allows 
a high proportion of breeding 
adults to raise young that are 
healthy and in good condition 
when they leave the nest. 

On the other hand, when sea
birds don't have access to high 
energy food items, such as sand 
lance, herring, and capelin, and 
instead rely on low-fat cod and 
pollock, they don't do well. The 
number of birds hatching and sur
viving to breed decreases. and the 
s)opulation size may decline. 

No one knows exactly what 
happened to sand lance during 
the oil spill. Since they are not 
commercially exploited in the 
North Pacific, there is scant in
formation on their distribution or 
abundance before the 1989 spill. 

However, data on seabird di
ets in (>rince William Sound 
show that birds there have been 

. eating less sand lance since the 
1970s, anJ since that time, their 
populations have declined by two 
thirds. 

The pattern . is different in 
Kachcmak' Bay: where seabirds 
appear to be thriving. Recently 
scientist~. compared current data 
on sand lance with trawl data 
from the 1970s and found no ap-

. parent dcdine in sand lance there. 

Jody Seitz iives in Cordtwa and 
al;·o products the Alaska Coastal 
Currttzts radio program. The St· 
rits is spoiiSored by the £umr 
Valdtz Oil Spill Trustu Council 
to providt i11jom~ation about res
. to ration activitits within the spill 

; . . ~ 

·region. 
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·Alaska Coastal 

Currents 
·1-, By Jody Seitz 

Mu·ssel beds may. help 
.predict salmon runs 

A chemical 1racer made by a 
special 1ype of animal planklon 
may 'signal a low· reiUrn of 
salmon a year in advance. The 
lracer is called pris1ane. and il 
appears 10 renecl 1he abundance 
of an imponanl food source for 
salmon- calenoid copcpods. 

Prislane is a nalurally occur
ring hydrocarbon crealed by 1he 
copepods. Salmon feeding on 

· planklon emil prislane lhrough 
I heir feces, which drops 10 I he. 
ocean-noor. h uhimah:ly is 1aken 
up in filler feeders such as clams 
and mussels. 

Researchers have learned 10 
measure 1he pris1ane levels by 
sampling mussels. In 1his way, 
I hey can gauge 1he level of wop
lankl<ln produclion in 1he sound 
and delennine 1he feeding suc
cess of salmon fry. which is key 
10 lheir survival. 

lasl summer. research chem
isl kiT Shorl. of 1hc Nalional Ma
rine Fisheries Service Auke Bay 
Laboralory. visi1c:d one .of I he 
sound's halcheries. He sampled 
lhe levels of pris1anc in 1he mus
sels before and afh:r 1he halch
ery released 120' million pink 
salmon fry. 

I was able 10 observe I he juve
nile pink salmon feeding on lhe 
zooplanklon and defccaling di-

. reclly over lhe mussels 1ha1 I'd 
been sampling," said Shorl. 
·"Consequenlly we saw a spcclacu
lar rise in 1he pris1ane concenlra-

lions 1ha1 were in lhe mussels." 
The prislane "signal" shows up 

along wilh lhe zooplanklon 
bloom around lhe sound. h s1ans 
in 1he mosl prolecled, remole cor
ners where lhere is less wind. 
The. wa1er column slabilizes and 
generales an explosion of micro
scopic plan1s. Thai anracls 1he 
zooplanklon rising from lhe deep
esl paris of 1he sound. 

rr lh.:re's kss energy lhae and 
ils nul available for as long. lhen 
you don'l gel as many zooplank
IOn in 1he sound," said Shon. 
The salmon e:ll less 7.ooplanklon, 
and lhcy defecale less of i1 onlo 
1he mussels. 

ll"s 1ha1 defeca1ion pnll:ess we 
pick up in 1he mussel signal," 
said Shorl. 

In 1994 and 1995 lhere were 
large pi:Jnk10n blooms and 
hcahhy rc1urns of pink salmon 
in subs.:quenl years. Bu1 iri 1996, 
lhe bloom _w:Js ~~ pcrcenl lower 
lhan 1he previous lwo ye:~rs. The 
rcsuh was a low reiUrn of pinks 
10 Prince William Sound in 1997, 
helping subs1an1ia1e prislanc as 
an e:~rly indic:~lor of run s1reng1h. 

Jody Seit: lil•es in Cordm·a and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio program. Tire se
ries is sponsored by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to provide information about res
toration acti~·ities within the spill 
region. 

Kodiak Daily MtiJ2r 
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Director· of Development 
·Alaska SeaLife Center 

The Alaska SeaLife Center is a $60 million world class cold water 
marine research, rehabilitation and public education facility dedicated 
to understanding and maintaining the integrity of the marine ecosys-
tems of Alaska. · ' 

The ASLC is looking for a dyn'amic professional to provide ex
ecutive leadership in building a comprehensive development program. 
The Development Director reports to the Executive Director and works 
closely with the Center's Board of G:>vernors and Board of Directors. 
The Development.Director will oversee a professional staff that includes 
a grant administrator, annual membership manager and marketing as
sociates,·as well as administrative staff. 

Primary responsibilities include; Developmen~ of ovetall strategic 
fund. raising plan; management of complex projects and programs pro
moting public education, scientific .research and !l¥dlife rehabilitation;· 
working collaboratc:ly to further organizationat and fund-raising part
nerships; identification, evaluation .. cultivation and solicitation of major 
gift p~ospects; designing, implementatio? :3!!~ stewardship of a long
range program. of bequests and . planned gifts; cultivation, solicitation 
and relationship management of foundations .and corporations; admin: 
istration. of grant applic'~tion programs; oversight of annual member
ship effort and direct mail (acquisitions, renewals, special appeals), ra
dio, 1V and telemarketing campaigns; directing oveiatl marketing ef-

. forts relative to programs, facilities and visitor and tourism components~ 
Successful candidates should hold a Bachelor's degree in Busi

ness, Marketing or equivalent field, plus a minimum :of five years pro
gressively responsible experience in development; demonstrate a strong 
record of success developing/implementing fund raising plans that re
sult in major gifts ($1 00,000 +)from individuals, corporations and foun
dations, both nationally arid internationally; achievement in planned 
giving, securing endowments, successful grant writing and knowledge 
of marketing strategies and trends. 

To apply, forward resume, cover letter and salary requirements to: 
Executive Director, Alaska S~aLife Center, P.O. Box ,1329, Seward, 
Alaska 99664. EOE. . 
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The Alaska SeaLife Center has received a $25,000 !I 
Sea life funded 

... ----··---·-· ______ _____ donation by Princess Cruises and Tours. The gift will ~-----. ---- ________ [fl -------· 
· go toward the capital fund-raising campaign for the . I 
visitor compone~t of th~ center, a release said. . · ! · 

- -· ---------------· The SeaLife Center and Princess Cruises and Tours ------- ----lf+-1, .--

are cooperatively marketing· the Center. for 1998. • I j 
· :. Princess passengers will have the option to experience --. -

the Alaska SeaLife Center either before or after a . 1 
cruise. __ ...;__ ___________________ ------ ..;__ ___________ _ 

,>- > ·-------·M ___ , __ ...; ____ ------!"""' _ _._,_ .. __ _ --------------- ---··-·--
IIi 

---- ·---------·· ------------ ---:-- ----------- r-------- --
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STATE NEWS 
...-.---------------------.--------·1+------· 

SeaLife Center. hires veterinarian 
SEWARD --:-The Alaska SeaLif e Center has hired a
staff veterinarian. Dr. Pam Tuomi had been working 

. part time at a veterinary clinic in Anchorage and part 
time at the SeaLife Center, which is under construction 
in Seward. She has also .served as a part-time consul
tant for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state De~ 

· partment of Fish and Game and the International 
Wildlife Research Association. She will start full time 
at thecenter in February, designing and equipping the 

· veterinary clinic and setting up rehabilitation pro
grams. She also will supervise the use of animals in re
search projects. The SeaLife Center is the first cold-- . 
water marine research center in the Western Hemi-

. sphere. It will combine research, rehabilitation and vis-· 
· itor education. · · 
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l'uhli.,ha: 1!11.1. f. :\!.LEN 
"Udi.t,t•ing in :\luskt~p> .. pull ill,~ 11/uskn first" 

t"•IH,.r.< JH;:>;:>:JS I'K.\Ili.EY. 1'.\I .. I.IE'-:KINS. \VII.I.I:\.\11. TOIJI:>; 
Tltc .·\Ht:hoJH.'Jt' 'fw,.-..; { :uuuw•nl;sr: 111 thi.'\ ;o.."~lll•·nl_ 11f tht:. \ut:buro~;~ Uril_l· Xt~h·s d<lt:s nol n:pn.::h·til 
the \'il!\\'.S of tl~t• lJr.ul,\' .V.·n"S. It is \,fiut·n .uhl publt:--lwd wttler an ngn~~meut ,,·ith fonucr O\vncrs uf 
Tbt! Ti1nr.s, ln tht~ ioh•n!sts of pruSt!t"\·iu~" di,···~i:~- i1f vlt~\\·point.; in tlw mmmunity. 

Hammer head· 
S. uP POSE AN arsonist set fire to a h~~ and thatneighbors 

rushed to save as much of the home as they could. Then, the 
community pitches in to rebuild the structure. 

Now suppose at a ceremony dedicating the newly ronstructed . 
~ouse, the arsonist shows up to present an award to the co~unity 
for its teamwork in the rebuilding job. He calls it his "hammer 
award." · · ··· · 

How would the commuriity receive· this oominendation? No one. 
would be very impressed, would they? Well, it isn't neces:smy to 
make suppositions because this scenario :- as unlikely as it may 
seem - actually occurred, right here in Anchorage. 

Rather than an aisonist, it was the vic~ president of the United 
States who was involved. In place of a house being set afire, it was a 
number of federal resource agencies that were being gu~ by the 
Clinton administration. And instead of showing up in person at a 
dedication ceremony, the vice president sent a stand-in tQ make his 
hammer award. · , 
· AI Gore's representative was here last Friday to be at the grand 
opening ceremonies of the Alaska Resources Library and lnfonna
tion Services, called ARLIS for short. Judy Kusek pre8ented a ham
mer autographed by Gore. to a number of federal and state officials 
for their roles in combining the collections of eight different federal 
and state independent agency libraries under one roof. 

She said ARLIS was an example of re-inventing government, and 
implied that her boss, AI Gore, deserved credit for making it all hap- · 
pen. What gall. 

This is not to find fault with the ARUS facility, itself. Without a 
doubt, the resource library is a tremendous a.sSet for Alaska. People 
from all walks of life will benefit from the thousands ofvolwnes of 
reference material dealing with the natural and cultural resources 
of this state. 

Housed at the ARLIS, located on the comer ofC Street and 31st 
Avenue, are the Alaska collections from the U.S. Minerals Manage
ment Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the National Park 
Service, U.S. Geological Survey, Fish & Wtldlife Service, state De
partment ofFish & Game, Arctic Envi.rorunental Information and 
'Data Center, the Oil Spill Public Information Center and a number 
of other federal and state agencies. · · 

But let's keep in perspective how t:rus fa~ility came to be. The 
Clinton administration was in the process of moving out of Alaska a 
number of these resource collections. Some were headed for Denver. 

Alaska miners and ·other interested parties objected loudly. A 
number of Alaskans, including Sen. Ted Stevens and officials from 

· the University of Alaska Anchorage, r~ed to keep the documents 
here within the new ARLIS f;H:ilitr. · ', · · · · 

. Then Gore hands out hamm('l';. Whoop de do. 

TilE ANOIORAGE TIMES, P.O. nox 100040, AnChorage, AK 99510 . 1'· 
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Anchorage Daily News 

·' ·.TODAY 

~ ·'Alaska Libertarian Party meets at 5:30 p.m. at 
Qupqugiaq Coffee House, 640 W. 36th Ave. (566-1235) 

1997 Alaska State Cheerleader Conference· and 
Competition is at the Sheraton Anchorage Hotel today, 
with classes from 8:45a.m. to 5 p.m. and a competition 

.. at 7 p.m. On Saturday at West High School, the partner 
stunt competition starts at 9 a.m., followed by practice; 
the main event - the squad competition - begins at 
6:30 p.m. and is open to the public. This is the 11th year 
for this event, which will feature cheerleading teams from· 
around the state and local teams from Colony, Palmer, 
Wasilla, Anchorage Christian School, Chugiak, West and 
Bartlett high schools. (Holly, 333-3596, or 561-5752) 

··Alaska World Affairs Council presents Jack 
· .. Roderick, author of "Crude Dreams: A Personal History 

.. ·, . .<?fOil and Politics in Alaska," discussing "Oil and Politics 
... in Alaska," at noon in the Anchorage Hilton Hotel Chart 

Room. Cost for lunch and lecture is $16 for members, 
$18 for nonmembers; $5 for coffee and lecture and $4 for 
students for coffee and lecture. (27~-8038) 

Anchorage International Chapter, Rotary Club 
meets at noon at WestCoast International Inn, 3333 W. 

.. . . . International Airport Road. Local writer Fern Chandonnet 
will speak on "English. Only.:'·(Reservations. 243-2233) 

American Society for Training and Development, 
Southcentral Alaska Chapter, meets at 11 :30 a.m. at the 
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel. Guest speaker· Beverly 
Gallant presents "Communication through Clothing." 
(Steve Berkshire, 564-8365) 

. Anchorage Senior Center: The Health and Wellness 
Potluck begins at 1 p.m., and the Young at Heart Band 
plays at 8:30 at. the Friday Night Dance. The center is at 
1300 E. 19th Ave. (258-7823) 

· · Alaska Resources Library and Information Ser· 
vices Grand Opening is at 11 a.m. at 3150 C St., Suite 

· 1 0. ARLIS has been formed from eight libraries to focus 
on Alaska's natural resources. The grand opening will 
feature Sen. Ted Stevens, Lt. Gov. Fran Ulmer· and 
Mayor Rick Mystrom, · and the open house will run 
through the day. (278-8012) 

AWAIC Silent Auction, to benefit women and chil
dren at the Abused Women's Aid in Crisis shelter, has a 

. theme of "Silent Nights" and features wine and hors 
d'oeuvres from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Hotel Captain 
Cook. Quarterdeck. Tickets cost $25 and are available 
by calling 279-9581. 

\ 

J 



----·-------------· 

t ' 

PAGES ·HOMER NEWS Thursday, November 27, 1997 

Habitat purchUse;raiSes questioOs·~ ai ~ouncil 
' . . 

hy Hal Spence 
Staff Writer 

Differences between members of the 
newly elected Homer City Council became 
apparent Monday when the council voted 4-
2 to proceed with the purchase of private 
holdings on the Homer Spit and· Beluga 
Slough to protect wildlife habitat. 

Most of the money for the land acquisi
tions - over $1 million - will come from 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill settlement fund, 
though $41,000 wi II come from city coffers. 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council determined in October that pur
chase of the properties met all the require
ments of its mission - to set aside land for 
wildlife in an effort to help . restore 
resources damaged by the 1989 spill. 

But what the spill council decided was 
a fair price for the land did not sit well with 
two new members of the Homer council. 

'Tm against t_his one," Councilman 
Luke Welles said. 'The price is way out of 
line." 

He said the appraised values were· far 
above the Kenai Peninsula Borough tax 
assessment on the parcels and that the 
prices being offered were good only for the 

owners who. as far as he could tell, he said. c_ouncil will simply find. an alternative 
didn't live in Homer. The; money, he said. small-parcel purch~e somewhere else. 
would be better spent buying and protecting He noted that purcHase of the property 
land around Homer's watershed nenr . has won the overwhelming support of city 
Bridge Creek Reservoir: -·.commissions; the Chamber of Commerce 

Welles also said the city budgei has a and the general public, for whomprotection 
hard time paying for the upkeep of the 266 o[ the environment ha~-- not only aesthetic 
acres of parks it has now. Adding another value but economic value, too. 
107 acres on the Spit and in the Slough In its report, the trustee council recog-
doesn't make sense, he said. nized, among other things. the impor.tance 

Councilman. Ray Kranich agree!!. say- of the land to shorebirds. 
ing there were better things to do wiih th_at , . . "This is ·a tourism issue," Leach 'tgld 
money and that the properties ·aren't good .. his. colleagues. "It's fine. if you gilys want 
candidates for development anyway. to vote again.st the tourism industry. 

Councilman Dennjs Leach countered. because that's what you are doing." _ 
that the city had no control over the bor- Councilman Kurt Marquardt, whq has 
ough assessments or the appraisal. The worked hard to promote the purchllse using 
appraisal, he said. was a two-step process in oil-spill money, said setting .aside' the land 
which local appraiser Dave Derry did the for habitat would pay dividends far into the 
initial appraisal, followed by a review by future, and l!rged other members to support 
state and federal appraisers. the resolution. ·' · .. 

He also pointed out the reservoir's sur- He also said the tidal land. won't need 
roundings-are not within the purview· of the much in the way of city ·maintenance 
trustee council's mission, thus an impossi- because the whole purpose of the acquisi-
ble allemative to the tidal lands. lion is to leave it alone. • · ·· ~· ·· · : . 

Leach said that if Homer turns down The key vote - one that avoided. the 
the money and the responsibility for hus- possibility of throwing a council tie into the . 
banding the property aflerward, the trustee lap of M~yor Jack Cushing - was 

Councilrrinn AI Waddell's. 

. Alsp a new member. Waddell split with 
Welles and Kranich. saying he fully sup.~ 
ported the land acquisition and had no prob
lem with the price tag. "IL will ndd .to the 
tourist industry,'" he said. 

. ln. pther business. the council JXlSl

poned introduction of an ordinance to recre- , 
ate a rezone along Main Street that would 
permit au_to·~rela.ted business including car 
sales. An Alaska Supreme;:court decision 
forced the council last month to dissolve the 
zone. The issue had to do 'with connict of 
interest. not the zone itself. 

-The council debated whether or not 
Waddell had a.connict and decided to seek 
.the opinion· of the city auomey before 
ceeding further.· 

The council also passed a resolution 
opposing any plan· by state and federal 
game man:agers. IO relocate a portion of 
Anchorage's Canada goose pqpulation to 
the Homer area. and approved a contract for 
$130.000 with . the Anchorage engineering 
firm·· Anderson Bjornstad Kane Jacobs to 
design a new. multipurpose ocean dock at 
the site of the City's Main Dock. 
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Mussel beds sign-al food production in Princ·e. Williami~Sound , 
. , ' ' ' ~ ~ 

Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon gauge the level A protected, remot~ comers where there is less wind. 
Valdez ran aground In Prince Willl~m Sound, spilling of zooplankton ~ The water column s~bilizes and generates an explo-
nearty 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has production in 11 • ,. ~A sion of microscopic plants. That attracts the zoo-
since to~ quite a.lq.t ~ut the spill's long-term effects. the sound and \,;..C~ plankton rising from the deepest parts of the sound.' 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee ·determine the 11. ___ . ~ ~ "If there's less energy there and its not available for 
Council Is providing this column focusing on the ongoing feeding success \...:~ · as long, then you don't get as many zooplar~kton in: 
recovery within the spill region. · of salmon. fry, Allllnlea,_,.._ .. ,_,._

11
sia . 'the sound," said Short. 

whic.h. is key to The salmon eat less zooplankton, and they defecate 
By JODY serrz their survival. . iess of it onto the mussels. · · 

Last summer, researcp chemist Jeff Short, of the · "It's that defecatiori" process we pick up in the mus-
·. A chemical tracer made by a special typeofariimal · National Marine Fisheries Service Auke Bay sel signal, .. said Shoit. • · · · . ,- . . . · : 

plankton may signal a low return of salmon a year in Laboratory, visited one of the sound's hatcheries. He In 1994 and 1995 there were large plankton blooms 
advance. The tracer is called pris~e •. and it appears sampled the levels .of pristane in the mussels before and healthy returns of pink salmon in subsequent 
tq reflec! the abundance· of an important food source and after the hatchery released 120 million pink years. . · 
for salmon--"" calenoid copepods. salmon fry. . But in 1996, the bloom was 33 percent lower than 

Pristane is a naturally occUrring hydroca.rb!:>n creat- "I was able to observe the juvenile pink salmon , the previous two years. 'J'he result was a low return 
ed by the copepods. Salmon feeding on plankton emit . feeding on the zooplankton and defecating directly of pinks to Prince William Sound in 1997. helpin 
pristane through their feces, which drops to the ocean over the mussels thall'd been sampling," said Short. substantiate pristane as an early indicator of ru.~ · 
floor; It ultimately is taken up in filter feeders such as .. Consequently we saw a spectacular rise in the pris- strength .. _ 
clams and mussels. · . tane concentrations that were in the mussels." · 

Researchers have learned to measure the pristane · The pristane "signal" shows up along with the zoo- Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces tht 
levels by sampling mussels. In this way, they can plankton bloom around the sound. It starts in the most Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 
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Alaska c·oastal 
Currents 

By J.oe Hunt 

·'}:··No o~C: can argue with the fac_t that c~mmercia-1 ~shing · _ 
-~ fam1hes from Cordova to Kochak took 11 hard dunng the 

· ~ · summer of the Exxon ·Valdez oil spill. Nearly every her-
·' ring and salmon fishery in the region was canceled that summer due 

to floating oil. _ 
When the state and federal governments sellled their joint lawsuit 

against Exxon; the agreement specifically stated that the money must . 
be used to help recovery of the natural resources as well as recovery 

, . of the human services: subsistence, recreation and commercial fishing. 
t" .:_ Commercial fishing has benefiued in several ways. The Exxon 
· · Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council's habitat programs have protected 
. hundreds of miles of anadromous waterways providing basic protec
tion for spawning and rearing sockeye, pink, coho and king salmon. 
In addition, many research projects seek to improve the. health of 
commercial_ fish speci~ ~nd provide the tools for beuer fisheries 
management. 

__ ·- In Cook Inlet, state fisheries biologists are using genetic coding to 
.' determine exactly to which systems sockeye salmon are returning. 

Fishenes managers have long sought a way to detennine where the 
Salmon mOving through Cook Iniet are going so that they can better 
prot~t individual rivers and creeks. · 
. MGenetic identification takes some of the mystery out of it," said 

Stait ~nner, science coordinator for the Council. "It allows beuer 
in-season.'decisions c'oncerning fisheries management and helps se-. 
cure the future· health of salmon populations." 
·:Hatchery raised pinks in Prince William Sound are now being 

.. identified through a ne_w process known as otolith mass marking. 
-·. Mass marking is expected to eliminate the labor-intensive process of 
: tag8ing tiny salmon fry. ReSeari::hers have learned that changes in 
·:·water temperature will cause distinctiVe paUerns, much like the rings 

of a' riee. to develop on the carbone (or otolith) of young salmon fry . 
.. This lets fis~eries manage~ accurately identify to which hatcheries 

adult pink salmon are returning. 
On Kodiak Island, a fish bypass was renovated at Little Waterfall 

Creek to open additional spawning habitat for pink and coho salmon. 
Quring its first year after renovation, 44 percent of the returning 
pink salmon passed through the bypass, twice the percentage that 
reached the upper river before the renovation . 
. ; A project at Port Dick Creek on the Kenai Penir.sula also opened 
more habitat for spawning; That creek was excavated to restore 
spawning habitat buried by debris after the 1964 earthquake. During 
its first year sn pinks and 300 chum salmo~ entered the newly 
opcn"cd tributaries and spawned, generating a projected <;ontribution 
of more than 11,600 adults. 

The collapse of the herring population in Prince William Sound 
_ · brought a halt to the lucrative lishery for four years. Council-funde~ 

research identified a viral disease and fungus as the probable reasons· 
for the crash. Further studies are attempting to identify possible 

· triggers that caused the_ latent virus to spread. · . · 
Other herring research has identified for the first time where juve

nile herring spend their first winter: Continuing studies .are trying to 
determine what factors affect the survival rate of young herring. 
· In other projects, lakes have been fertilized, salmon runs enhanced; 

and the impacts of over-escapement studied. 

Joe Hunt reported on the won Valdez oil spill for The Anchor
age Times. He currently sen•es as communications coordinator for 
the £non Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council. which sponsors this 
series. 
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Alaska Sealife 
center receives 

· $25,000 donation 
Princess Cruises and Princess 

Tours donated $~5.000 to Se.ward's 
··· · .. Alaska SeaLife Center. scheduled 

···: ,. 't~OJXninMay.l998. Thegiftwill 
go toward the capital fund-raising 

.: · campaign funding the visiw com-

··~ 

ponent of the center. · 
· The ..:enter. and Princess are ·. 

COt1pcr:nivdy marketing the ccnta, 
which is included as a feature in 
two Princess .. Voy~ge of the 
Glaciers'' 11-day cruise tours and is 
e:tpec:tcd to be a popular shore 
c~cursion for many of the passcn-. 
gcrs on board. 

"Princess Tours and Cruises is 
looking forward to working with 

CORDOVA TIMES· 
lfOVEMBER .20, 19?7 

the Center," said Dean Brown. pres: 
ident of Princess Tours. "The 
Aias~a SeaLife Center will greatly 
enhance our passengers· experience 
in Seward while on the Gulf of 
Alaska cruises and cruise tours." 

The Alaska SeaLife Center is 
Alaska's largest tourism infrastruc
ture. at II 5,000 square feet. The 
center will combine rehabilitation 
with research and visitor education 
and be home! ~o .Stellar ·sea lions. 
h:irbor seals and a variety of sea 
birds. · ' · 

Street Talk 
• Princess Cruises and Tours has do-· 

nated $15,000 to the Alaska SeaiJfe Ceater 
ia Seward se1 to open ~ May. The donation 
·will go tovn.rd the capital fund-r2ising cam
paigll for the visitors ceoler portion of the 
&dllty. The center is included on Princess' 
tour packages next year.· 

• NotJtJm!Jer 24, 1997 • 

I' 
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Alaska SeaLife Cent~ro~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Make A Lasting 
Impression in the 
Circle of Honor 

A Limited Number of 1 
• . , I 

Bracks Will be Sold on a I I 

First Come·First Serve 
Basis to Seward 

.. Residents Only 

I 
I .. 
I
I 
I 
I 
I • 

I 
I 

See Your Name. School/Team 1 
I 

Name. Club or Company Name : 
Engraved on One or More 

Personalized Bricks 

Use the Order form In 1our
~\llard 'Phoeni'J. Log or 'Pic.~ up 
Order forms At Then Loc.ations: 
The Nas~a ~hop. 6-ob's Mar~et. 

The 6-ruz.e Inn. £ag\e £1e 'Photo. 
£ag\e Qua\it1 C:.eilter. ~e\llard Drug 
or Three 6-ears 

r::---::.~.-........ _.;;...;.....~~ 
To Order 

STOP BY OUR OFFICES AT 201 3R0 AVE. 
10AM-SPM 

FAX to 224-5391 (Cregit Card Orders) 
QUESTIONS???? CALL 224-3080 

ASK FOR JUDY KING 

PRICES 

1 line of Inscription $100 
{14 characters) 

2 Lines $115 
(14 characters each line) 

3 Lines $125 
(14 characters each line) 

Choose from a Selection 
of Available Symbols 

Add $25 

Company Logos with 
Inscription (Quote basis) 

$150-175 

!." :; 

;, .. -:-:·~ 
~~''""h .. ~. • '1 

i·.i,~~ 

w (Contributions are Tax Deductible) i~~ 
[?c::::::l = = = = = = = = = =•t,l ~~·JV· 

O eiric.~s \IIi\\ go on ~a\e . 0 r.::~!T 

0 November 1-4th. 1111 · 0 .,. 
~===========~ ._,_,,. 
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EVOS Trustees land pitch 
Williams was the only council 

member to vote against authoniing 
the sale of 50 acres of city land to 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council for less the fair market vaP 
ue, as part of a package to entice the 
Trustee Council to purchase Wayne 
Blondeau's shoreline property west· 
of Mineral Creek to be used as a 
proposed marine park. 

"We're using public land to try 
and leverage the purchase of private 
lands. That bothers me. I just don't 
feel it is in the best interest of the 
community," Williams said. 

Cobb said the land is "undevel
opable" because it is wetland, and 
there's a federal ban on wetland 
development. Council Member·· 

· Lynn Chrystal said the city would 
still have some control of the land. 
because the EVOS Council would 
turn the land over to the Alask~ 
State Parks, which would. develop 
the area according to a joint city- ·-· · 
state management plan. 

Cobb said the city has a hearing 
Dec. 18 with the trustee council to 
discuss the land package. 

VALDEZ VANGUARD 
NO~ER 19, 1997 

.... 

.,; 

KODIAK MIRROR NOVEMBER 18, 1997 . 

Conservation fund 
buys Karluk land 

The Conservation Fund has purchased a 5.46-acre tract on Ka~luk 
Lagoon~ to secure public access and protect wildlife habitat. 

The tract is one of five, propertie~ acquired from ,Wards-Cove 
Packing Company for an undisclosed sum. .· . 

The property will eventually be tran~ferred to the Alaska Depart
ment of Fish and Game, Brad Meiklejohn, Alaska representative for 
The Conservation Fund, said. 

Len Schwanz, ADF&G sports fish biologist, said the property will 
be helpful in management of the Karluk salmon run. 

The Conservation Fund is a national land trust that has been pur
chasing land in the Kodiak area since 1994. 

"This is the first of several acquisitions we have in the Karluk 
area," Meiklejohn said. "We are also looking at the possibility of a 
conservation easement on the lower Karluk." · 

In 1995, the Cons~rvation Fund donated 318 ;teres in Uyak Bay to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 



Sealife Center 
birds settle in 
By JON LITTLE 
Daily News Peninsula Bureau 

SOLDOTNA- The Alaska SeaLife Center is 
still under construction, but some of its tenants 
already are flying into Seward. Six tufted puffins 
and eight common murres recently arrived from 
New York and Florida, by airplane. 

They are temporarily housed at the University 
of Alaska's Institute of Marine Science, next door 
to the huge new SeaLife Center in Seward, center 
officials said. They will move to their permanent 
home inside the center early in 1998. · 

"The birds all arrived in excellent condition 
and· have adapted beautifully to the cooler weath
er and their new surroundings," said the center's 
veterinarian, Pam Tuomi. 

The six puffins were flown in from New 
York's Central Park Zoo on Oct. 30. They joined 
seven puffin chicks that arrived from Oregon 
Coast Aquarium in September. The common 
murres arrived from Sea World in Florida on 
Nov.6. 

Murres and puffins, members of the alcid 

family, are some of the 
deepest-diving sea birds. 
Puffins can dive to 250 feet 
and murres to 600 feet, to feed · 
on fish and shellfish. 

Center officials say the 
birds are natural roommates, 
ancf the artificial habitats 
created at the center will 

·mirror the· birds' natural 
roosts. In the wild, they 
share steep cliffs, each as-

. suming a different niche. 
Murres nest in horizontal 
cracks, laying their eggs on 
bare rock. Puffins, mean
while, dig burrows in the soil 
at the tops of cliffs. 

The birds won't be on dis
play until the center's opening, 

which is scheduled for May. 
The 115,000-square-foot 

SeaLife Center is the first 
cold-water marine research 

· center·in the Western Hemi
sphere. It will combine public 
education with research and 
wildlife· rehabilitation, and 
will be home to Steller sea li
ons, harbor seals and 
seabirds. 

·' 



Eelgrass -bed's ·provide 
important. habitat. 

The recovery of eelgrass hcds . 
following the Euon Valdez oil 
spill has helped the recovery of 
numerous intcnidal creatures that 
depend on the eelgrass for sur-
vival. . 

Eelgrass hcds flourish in the still 
waters of lagoons and h;Jckwatcr 
hays. 'Their soft mud and verdant 
leaves are home to dams, tiny 
snails, crabs. wonns. mussels. and 
plankton. It's a haven for salmon 
smolt. herring and other tiny fishes 
and a smorgasbord for waterfowl, 
river oilers. and sea ottc~. 

As oil from the Euori spill 
settled into Herring Bay, Sleepy 
Day, and. Bay of Isles it affected 
the grass. dams, crahs, scastars 
and tiny organisms called amphi
pods. an important food for fish 
and hin.ls. Following the oil came 
cleanup workers in hoats. scarring 
the hcds with ;mchors. and at low 
tide. mowing the .eelgrass with 
propwash. · . 

Scientists 'umpared unoiled 
sites with oiled sites at several lo· 
~:ations in Prince William Sound 
fmm 19111-IIJIJ!'i. 1l1c lirst year 
after thc spill. they ti llllll! lc:-.s s..·cd 
productillll and li:w~·r inven~·hratc~ 
at oiled site..;. '!111.· 11il kilkd am· 
phipods. larv;il hdmet crabs. -.un· 

· llower scastan •. i!lld leather stars. 
1llC way rCCO\'ery llCCum:d was 

somewhat of a surprise. Accbrd: , 
ing to Stephen Jewell uf the Uni• 
versity of Alaska Fairhanks. a lead · 
ir,vcstigat<lr of the intertidal stud
ies,· mOl her' nature basically 
dcam.xl itself up .. The.oil didn't 
simply evaporate. It was incorpo
rated into the food chain. 

'The breakdown of the oil leads 
to increased micro.hial actiyity 
which in tum leads to ari increase 
of a numtlcr of organisms that feed 
on those rnicrohcs and right on up 

the food chain," said Jewett .. 
The presence of oil' meant the 

presence of much more carbon. 
Many houom dwdlcr5· can actu-

. ally usc the carbon from oil as it 
degrades. There was an cxplo~ 
sion ofpolychaetc "":Omls and tiny 
mu!i!icls, a favorite food of divjng 

·ducks. · 
During previous spills. scientists 

learned ·that hydrocarbon levels up 
to about 500 parts per hill ion may 
actually cnham.:e micmhial activ
ity. But ,hydrocarhnn levels in the 
water c111umn hccomc toxic when 
they exceed 500 to I 000 parts per 
billion. The avera~c level of hy
drocarbons in 1990 ranged grc;uly 
from 45 to 1.5.~5:\ parts per hil
lion in the oiled areas. hut most 
were in the range that causes en; 
hancemcnl of hnllorn dwelling or
g:misms. 

"An awful loi of hai:tcrlal de
composition of the· oil occurred. 
Most of the toxi~.: Jracti1lllS were 
lost withiil sight of a \·ouple ol' 
years." s:tid Jcw~·tL The oil-dc
J!r<~ding hact~·ria w;~s llll•'! · ahnn· 
dan I in ll)l)(} amhkclinl·d :.t,·adily . 

\\'hen studit.:s !.'lilkd in I'N:". 
rhnl' wcr\: .rc\v di ITn,·r•..:c·, h,·. 
twc,·n nikd :tnd llll~>il,·d ;u,·:"'. 
Hydro..:arl>t•n levels <tlld the ahun· 
d;ancc :md types of life li>nns in 
the ~.·clgmss' heds w;1s generally 
lilc that of th~ .. heds never hit hy 
oil. . . 

H~~,~·evcr. some lar!!er 'invcrte-
. hrates. sud1 as sea sta;s, h;1 ve not · 
fully recovered. and ·the oikm\
suming hac(eria was still niore 
:~hundant at oiled sites. ·ll1is is 
consisten.t with ohserva_tions alkr 
the Amocri Cadiz spill off the 
coast of France. where the hottorn 
environment of the Day of Morlaix 

· tl)ok more than a decade to fully 
recover. 

lnt~\' Seitz lives in Cordom and 
also produces the Alaska Coa.rtal 
Currents radio program. The se
rie.r is sponsored by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
t~ provide infom10tior1 about res-

.toraticm activities within the spill 
_region. 
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Restoration of salmon, herring ben9fit fishind:;ihduStry 
Editor's note: 11 has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground In Prince William Sound. spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing· this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. 

By JOE HUNT 

No one can argue with the fact that commercial 
fishing families from Cordova to Kodiak took it hard 

. during the summer of the Exxon Valdez ·oil spill. 
Nearly every herring and salmon fishery in the region 
was canceled that summer due to floating oil. 

When the state and federal governments settled 
their joint lawsuit against Exxon, the agreement 
specifically stated that the money must be used to 
help recovery of the natural resources as well as 
recovery of the human services: subsistence, recre- · 
ation and commercial fishing. . . 

Commercial fishing has benefited in several ways. 
The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council's habitat 
programs have protected hundreds of miles of 
anadromous waterways providing basic protection 
for spawning and rearing sockeye, pin!<. coho and 
king salmon. In addition, many research projects seek 
to improve the health. of commercial fish for better 
fisheries management. 

In Cook Inlet, state fisheries biologists are using 

genetic coding 
to determine 
exactly to 
which systems 
s o c k e y e 
salmon are 
returning. 
Fisheries man
agers have long 
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sought a way to detennine where the salmon moving 
through Cook Inlet are going so that they can better 
protect individual rivers and creeks. 

"Genetic identification takes some of the mystery . 
out of it," said Stan Senner, science coordinator for 
the council. "It allows better in-season decisions con
cerning fisheries management and helps secure the 
future health of salmon populations." 

Hatchery raised_ pinks in Prince William Sound are 
now being identified through a new process known as 
otolith mass marking. Mass marking is expected to· 
eliminate the labor-intensive process of tagging tiny 
salmon fry. · 

Researchers have learned that changes in water 
temperature will cause distinctive patterns, much like 
the rings of a tree, to develop on the earbone (or 
otolith) of young salmon fry. This lets fisheries man
agers accurately identify to which hatcheries adult 
pink salmon are returning. 

On Kodiak Island, a fish bypass was renovated at 
Little Waterfall Creek to open additional spawning 

habitat for pink and coho salmon. During its first year 
after renovation, 44 percent of the returning pink 
salmon passed through the bypass. twice the percent
age that reached the upper river before the renova
tion. 

A project ·at Port Dick Creek on the Kenai 
Peninsula also opened more habitat for spawning. 
The creek was excavated to restore spawning habitat 
buried by debris after the 1964 earthquake. 

During its first ye~r 572 pinks and 300 chum 
.salmon entered the newly opened tributaries and 
spawned, generating a projected contribution of more 

·than I I ,600 adults. 
The collapse of the herring population in Prince 

William Sound brought a halt to the lucrative fishery 
for four years. Council-funded research identified a 
viral disease and fungus as the probable reasons for 

:the crash. Funher studies are attempting to identify 
possible triggers, that cau.sed the latent virus to 
spread. · 

. Other herring research has identified for the first 
time where juvenile herring spend their first winter. 
Continuing studies are trying to determine what fac
tors affect the survival rate of young herring. 

In. other projects, lakes have been fertilize 
salmon runs enhanced, and the impacts of ov· 

. escapement studied. · 

Jo~ Hunt is tht communications coordinator for 
the Exxon Valdtz Oil Spill Trustus Council. 



By Eric: Fry 

LOG Staff 

The City Council unanimously 
authorized the administration on 
Nov. 6 to negotiate an agreement 
with Kenai Fjords Tours to develop a 

· _mel<ll breakwater east of the center ' 
d be reached by an 80- to 100-foot · 

- ._np. Some uplands would be paved 
for a passenger waiting area and a 
ticket boolh. 

Under the proposal Kenai Fjords 
Tours. a whblly owned subsidiary of · 
Cook Inlet Region Inc., would build, 
maintain and probably manage the 
dock, but allow competitors to use a 
benh. 

_ . :WARD PHOENIX LOG 
NOVEMBER 13, 1997 

· passenger dock on city tidelands at 
the Alaska Sealife Center. 

The dock would bring more peo
ple to the Sealife Center and reduce 
downtown traffic, especially of bus
es, proponents said. The Downtown 
Business Association and the 
Sealife Center support the. dock. · 

Kenai Fjords Tours would use its 
side of the dock for free because it 
had invested in it, but competitors 
would pay city moorage or passenger 

. The 30-foot by 100-foot floating 
dock would sit perpendicular to the 

ca
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the other berth, which might be He asked that any tour operator 
Major Marine Tours. the only other be allowed to sell tickets and accept 
large-boat tour operator currently in passengers at the SeaLife Center 
Seward, might drop off I 0,000 pas- dock. 
sengers, Tougas said. But it's not likely that lhe dock 

fees; which would be shared with Council members generally sup- could accept small vessels. The seas 
Kenai Fjords Tours and lhe Sealife ported the plan, but some wondered can be rough in front of lhe break
Center. about negotiating directly with Kenai water. It's not sheltered like the 

The city has a boat moorage fee Fjords Tours rather than· requesting small-boat harbor, Singleton said. 
of $1 a foot a day, or 50 cents a foot proposals. The dock would be suitable for 
for stays of less than 12 hours. Two citizens, Brad Snowden and 60- to 100-foot boats, Tougas said. 
Outside of the small-boat harbor. it Edward Fenwick, said they were "If a vessel and a dock are relatively 
has a passenger fee of $2 a person. concerned about the lack of an RFP the same size, they'll pretty much 
which currently doesn't apply any- and the length of the proposed lease move in unison" with lhe waves, he 
where. The city probably would - 20 years with two 5-year exten- told the council. 
apply the greater of the two fees. sions. Even so, Tougas said his boats 
said Harbormaster Foster . City adml'nistrators said there might not be able to use it 10 percent 
Singleton. wasn't time for an RFP, although lhe of the time because of lhe seas. 

Dock users would need at least· idea has been kicked around for two TQ alter the dock to be usable by 
S5 million in liability insurance and years. Tougas wants the dock in 21-foot vessels, for example; would 
would have to hold harmless lhe citY. place for the SeaLife Center's make it unusable by anyone, · 
Kenai Fjords Tours and lhe SeaLife expected opening in May 1998. Singleton said, because the dock 
Center.. · . Tougas also argued th.at no olher would be too light and would bounce 

Singleton said he wanted Kenai Seward operator was interested in around in lhe waves. · 
Fjords Tours to manage the dock. so building a dock. Acting City, Tougas himself brought up anolh
that the city would be one step Manager Rick Gifford suggested !hat ercon~em,lhat of sport fishing at lhe 
removed from liability. an RFPwould leave lhe city where it breakwater. He said lhe anchoring 

Tom Tougas. president of Kenai is now, with Kenai Fjords Tours' . · chains would be directly ,under lhe 
Fjords Tours, said the dock, which offer. dock. so lhat anglers' casts wouldn't 
would be an anchored barge basical- Mark Holland, owner of Major be likely to get caught in lhem. The 

· ly, would cost $320,000-SSOO,(XX) to Marine Tours, told the council in. a upland loading area, which would be 
build. It would be removed and dry- letter that a dock would be benefi- 8 feet wide, would be set back 10 feet 
docked in the winter. cial to day cruise operators, but said from lhe breakwater, leaving room 

Tougas' plan is to carr). his cus- he didn't have the cash to invest in for fishermen, he said. 
· tomers from the small-boat harbor to one. · lbe council plans to hold a work 

FQX Island and Kenai Fjords But Holland also said lhat if cus- session before it votes on the negoti· 
N<!tional Park, and drop off some· tomers embark and disembark from ated agreements, which could be in 
passengers at lhe SeaLife Center on lhe SeaLife Center. !hey could avoid December. 
the way back. . . . lhe small-boat harbor entirely. '"This The council met last Thursday. 
. He figures that cruise ship pas-: would, of course, negatively impact .. rather than Monday this week, 
sengers and visitors who are staying any tour boat operator that did not because many members were sched
downtown would use lhe 5ervice- · have access to such a facility." uled to attend the Alaska Municipal 
~·maps 12,CXX> a· se~on. A, user of Holland wrote, . League meeting in Ketchikan. 



PENINSULA CLARION 
OCTOBER 24. 1997 

Kenai's 
five-year 
plan gets 
refined 
Council organizes· 
priorities. for city 
By DAVE 0. LUCAS 

Peninsula Clarion 

. ·The Kenai City Council got 
together Wednesday at the Kenai 
·community Library in another 
infonnal session designed to help 
the members hash out a plan for the 
city's development into the next 
century. 

Call it: How do we get there 
from here? As any good business 
person will tell you, one of the most 
important keys to success is build
ing a good plan, with long- and 
short-tenn goals. -

Working off a list of future pro-· 
jects and improvements to the 
city's infrastructure developed at·. 
the last work session, where Mayor 
John Williams asked council mem
bers to picture where they s~w the 
city in five to 10 years and brain
stonn about how to' get there, the 
seven-member group began 
attaching tentative dates and prior
ities to the projects they envi
sioned. 

"We're going to continue to 
shape our Jist into a five~ year plan 
that's doable and realistic, funding
wise," said Williams. "If we lay out 
a plan and follow it pretty closely, 
I think we can get a lot accom
plished." 

·Like most municipal govern
ments, the city of Kenai depends 
heavily on state and federal money 

· to fund big-ticket infrastructure 
items, such as roads, water and 
sewer upgrades or other major con
struction. In the past few years, the 
trend at the state level has been 
toward less and less funding being 
made available to local govern-

ments. 
· Williams said he was hopeful 

this trend would tum around in the 
next few years, but whether it does 
or not, having a good, solid plan in 
place for implementation of the 
projects, the council believes, v,.:ill 

. help Kenai compete for ·What dol-
.lars are available. · 

With that in mind, council mem- . 
bers set down four items from their 

long-term capital improvements 
list as the top priorities for inclusion 
in the state Legislature's budget for 
the 1999 fiscal year. 

Number one on the list was 
$700,000 for design and engineer
ing of a new city water treatment 
plant. The new plant will be a 

' necessity for the city by the year 
2002, and the sooner the city can 
start planning for its construction 
the better, said council member Ray 
Measles. 

Second on the list was $2.5 mil
lion for maintenance and upgrades 
of city streets and roads. 'Third was 

$300,000 for design and engineer
ing of a new city shop. Fourth on the · 
list was a request for projects that 
would help the city cope with prob
lems created by the dipnet fishery at 
the mouth of the Kenai River, 
including paving the parking area at 
.the city dock, building a new launch 
ramp, construction of a new dock 
access road, development of better 
access to the south side of the river 
and additional parking at the 
Spruce Street beach access. 
. The total cost of all the dipnet- · 

related projects is in excess of $2 
million. However, the south side 

access and Spruce Street parking 
projects will be submitted for fund-: 
. ing from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
fund. 

All the money to. fund the 
enhancements to the dipnet fishery 
should come from sources ''outside . 
the city," said Williams, and an 
emphasis will be placed on tapping 
state and federal sources for 
wildlife recreation money to fuM 
those projects. · 

· "At the very least, I'd really like. 
to have that parking lot built before 
the next dipnet season," said 
Williams. 
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Survival rates for harl9qufn ducks in spill area down 
Editor's 1:10te: II has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground in Prince Will.iam Sollnd, spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of-Alaska crude pil. Time has 
since told, quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing_ this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within tt:le spill region. Tt'!e idea of this column 
is to explain, over time, the many aspects of recovery 
and restoration and what it. means to the people. who 
live, work and play in the oifspill region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

Research shows harlequins in the spill area don't 
do as well in winter. · · .. 

Two years of research shov/harlequin ducks in the 
oiled areas of Prince William Sound still have lower 
rates of survival than harlequins in areas never hit·by 
oil. 

Like oilier seabirds, harlequins live relatively long 
lives. Their population size is more affected by the 
number of breeding females. than the number of 
chicks they produce. That's why oil spill research 
now centers on comparing adult female winter sur
vival in oiled and non-oile4 areas. 

Prince William Sound is home to both migratory 

and resident 
harlequins, 
which overwin
ter in the 
sound. Each 
spring some of. 
the_ sound's / 
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h a r I e qui n s' Allllnllolln._.y~r.Eacr~~lli!lll 

move· inlan~ to . 
mountain .streams to breed and lay their eggs, return-
ing with their young in summer. . 

-At the end ofisummer the birds lose their night 
feathers for about a month. Researchers take advan
t~ge of this molting peri~d to capture harlequins, and 
implant radio transmitters for monitoring their sur
vival and movements, 

For three consecutive years, scientists have conduct
ed a lc.ind of "duck round-up," using kayaks to herd the 
nightless flocks into corrals made of nets. Researchers 
then count and band the.birds, take blood samples. and 
implant some with tiny radio transmitters. 

According to research biologistDan Esler of the 
U.S. Geological Survey, the study has had similar 
outcomes during each of the first two ye:vs. '1"his 
year as in last year the survival rates were' similar 
between oiled and unoiled areas through fall," said 

Esler, "and then survival in the oiled areits hecar·, 
progressively poorer starting mid-.winter." 

The transmitters have a temperature-sensative 
·mortality switch that is activated when the bird dies. 
During the 1995-96 winter, the chance· of survival 
was 17 percent lower for ducks. in the oiled areas: and 
during the 1996-97 winter; 8 percent. Most of the 
birds lived and died in the s;mte area where .they were 
originally captured. · . 

Scientists want to know if food supply or contin
uc;d exposure to oil are responsible for tl!e harlequin 
population's apparent lack of recovery. The harlequin 
studies are part of a larger program to assess the food 
supply and health of several nearshore species injured 
by the oil spill. · 

Questions remain regarding the· genetic distin'
tiveness of th~ sound's ·harlequins. If the breedin~ 
populations are totally isolated. with no immigration: · 
it'd be especially damaging for popu·lations on th( 
oiled side if female survival rates are poor. . 

'That would mean the population is declining at a 
steep rate and no birds are cor:ning in to. fill in the 
gaps." Esler said. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produus the 
Alf1ska Coastal Currents radio program. 
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Museum brings past to life forKodiak area residents 
EdHor'e note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground In Prince William Sound, spilling 
neariy 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Tlme has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story,. the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council Is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

The 2-year~old Alutiiq Museum is reaching back 
thousands of years and bringing the past home to 
Kodiak. The museum staff aim not ~>nly to educate 
people but to salvage and study Alutiiq prehistoric 
sites before they disappear. 

The ftrSt major archaeological project was in the 
fall of 1995. Archaeologists revisited the well-known 
Karluk I site to salvage its remaining treasures before 
they were swept away by the eroding effects of the 
Karluk River. 

Karluk I was special among archaeologists sites 
throughout the world. It was continuously occupied 
for more than 1,000 years. Many items were_ pre
served that normally do not survive the ravages of 
time and weather. 

By 1995, the site was rapidly eroding. Many rare 
artifacts were being thrown into the lagoon and dete-· 
riorating, rotting in the muck of the Karluk River. 

Museum archaeologists did a reconnaissance. "We 

picked up 
everything we 
could find that 
was lying in the 
river," said 
Amy Steffian, 
museum cura
tor, "and then 
we excavated 
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portions of the site to save the material before the site 
was ultimately destroyed by winter storms. 

During the next two summers .the excavation 
addc:Q thousands of pieces to the museum's collec
tion, preserving the best view of late prehistoric 
Alutiiq culture that there is, according to Steffian. 

"There's no other site like this site that we know of 
yet. We're talking about wooden artifacts, in addition 
to the normal bone and ivory. human hair, fiber and 
basketry, botanical remains, leaves, bumblebees. You 
name it, it was preserved at that site," said Steffian. 

The museum is also an educational jumping off 
point for the Dig Afognak program lotlwi n11 south
em Afognak Island. People come to the museum, 
learn about Alutiiq culture and artifacts, see what's 
happening in the museum and then go out and partic
ipate in the ongoing excavation. 

Three doctoral students are currently working on 
the dig. Last summer, 56 students participated in a 
"spirit camp" at the site. 

''We'd had so many of those school-age children in 
the museum, and they'd seen artifacts and handled 
them. But to put those kids in a pit with an archaeolo· 
gist and be the first one to scrape off and touch an uh 
in 500 years - that was pretty mind-boggling to 
some of those youngsters," said Steffian. 

The museum als·o attracts collections ·on Joan. 
Using a grant from: the National Endowment for the 
Humanities the museum is working with the 
Anchorage Museum of History and Art to bring a 
Smithsonian collection to Kodiak; It consists of many 
items of Alutiiq clothing, weaponry. masks·and other 
items of traditional culture collected in the late 1800s. 

Elders will be involved in creating the displays of 
the ~ultural objects. For Rita Stevens, of the Kodiak · 
Arei Native Association, that lends ;x>ignancy to the 
show .. 

"They'll try and remember how it was in their 
family or passed down tt:aditionally the different 
things that the artifacts were used for," said Stevens. 
"I'm just so excited that there will be the input of 
Nauve people so. It becomes more. aYive, more 1 

when they're typing out the descriptions of the things 
that will be on display." · · 

The exhibit. called Looking Both Ways, is sched
uled for May 1999. 

Jody Stitz livts in Cordova tJ1'Id also products tht 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 

,·' ·' 
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Interim SeaLife· 
Center Exec Named 
SOLDOTNA (AP)-:Th~ 

. Alaska S~alife Center h3S 
nam~d a rec~mly retir~d 
state biologist as interim 

·director to guide the facility 
through its May opening. 

The center's board on 
W~dn~sday named Kim 
Sundberg 35 int~rim direc
tor while it begins a nation
wide hunt for a penn:m~nt 
.leader. 

Sundb~rg is no strang~r to 
· th~ S~aLife Cent~r. He has 
· had a hand in its d~sign and 
budget since late 1993 as a 

. representative of the state 
Departm~nt of Fish and 
Game. 

.. It's a real natural for 
him." said Maureen Sfms. a 

.. member of the cent~r·s 
management team. "We 
don't need to bring some
. body up to speed. He's 
already there." 

He will replace John B. 
Hendricks. the center's first 
executive director, who 

·resigned lat~ last week: cit· 
· ing personal reasons. 
. . Hendricks had been on 

board for a year. He was 
credited with 35Sembling a 

.. staff of experts and leading 
the S55 million project 

. through :m intense period of 

construction. which should 
· ~ essentially complete by 

late this month. 
Sund~rg's role will be to 

see th~ facility through its 
transition from construction 
to daily . operation, Sims 
said. Th~ c~nter's governing 
board now will look: for a 
director who has a strong 
background not only in 
budgets and staff manag~
ment, but :llso in research. 

The I 15.000-square-foot 
facility on the shore of 
Resurrection Bay in Seward 
is the first cold-water 
marine . research center in 
the Western Hemisphere • 
manag~rs say. It will com
bine rehabilitation with 
research and visitor educa
tion. 

It is being built with 
$37.5 million from settle· 
ments related to the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill. Another 
$17.5 million in revenue 
bonds were sold to cover 
the rest of construction and. 
other costs . 
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Where are the jobs? 
The idea of whether to hire out· 

side contraCtors for janitorial, main
tenance, security and groundskeep
er for. the Alaska Sealife Center 
upsets m.e. 

Twelve people out of 21 so far 
are from Alaska to fill"profession· 

. al" positions - reason, "wasn't 
sur~ if anyone in Alaska qualified 
for the jobs." 

Are we going to ·Jet the other 
jobs be filled by outsiders also? I 
hope not. We need to write letters 
and get local people hired in these 
jobs, or do we not qualify for these 
jobs also?. 

Kelly Bross 
. Seward 



Bad in Hie 19o0s. when I 
lived in Cordova. 'I had a friend 
named Gene Rossilini. He lived 
in a· small. smoky. wood hut in 
Shelter Cove, a mile or so north 
of town. Gene was convinced 
that. someday soon. the world as 
we knew and loved it, would end. 
To prepare for this eventuality. 

· · he walked many miles every day 
loaded with over a hundred 
pounds of rocks on his back, 
climbing local mountains. march
ing along roads. He wore ragged 
clothes. looked sooty and be
draggled. and seldom bathed. 

· claiming that "bathing is just a 
hourgeoi:-; :1l'fectation." He wa~ 

---··· ·· contemplative. kin d. gcnerou~. 

and trouhled. To the few he kt 
in. he spoke llf hi!i dire ·concern 
for the world. Many thought he 
was cra:r.y. 

Then. on March :!4. 1989. the 
recklessness of one of the largest 
corporations in the world caused 
one of the most damaging indus
trial disasters in human history 
- the Euon Valdez Oil Spill. 
ri~ht here in Alaska. The spill 
spread over 10.000 square mile!i 
of Alaska's coastal ocean, oiled 
1.500 miles of some of the most 
beautiful and productive coast
lines in the world, including na
tional wildlife refuges and parks. 
killed more marine mammals and 
seabirds than any industriat di
saster ever, and sent coastal com
munities into a social and eco
nomic tailspin from which none 
has fully recovered. 

A recent publication by Time 
magazine ranks the Exxon 
Valdez spill as "one of the most 
significant events of the 20th cen
tury," along side such others as 
the holocaust, the airplane,· the 
Russian revolution, Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, the invention of 
television and computers. the 
moon landing, the TiLanic, etc. 
Time says "the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill highlights planet Earth's im
periled natural resources." 

Just after the' grounding or the 
Exxon-Valdez, the Exxon cor· 
poration stood in front of the 

: community in what ultimately 
became known as "the mother· 
of-all corporate public relations' 
disasters." This was in front of 
a group of people wtio, frO!ll the 
earliest days ofthe pipeline de
bate, had expressed concern that 
someday, despite the assurances 
of government and the oil in
dustry. an Exxon-Valdez would. 
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cally disrupt their fishing 
economy and way of life. At 
the 1989 town-meeting. Exxon 
told the people that they were 
"lu!;ky", because it was Exxon 
who had "besmir!;hed their beau
tiful Prince William Sound." and 
that ··Exxon doc~ hu~ine~~ 

straight." Exxon went on w 
promise that the peupie whose 
lives were affc~:tcd by thi~ spill 
"would be made whole" by 
Exxon. 

But now. after H l/2 years of 
cnstly litigation and a 5 billion 
dollar judgment against Exxon. 
the corporation continues to fight 
paying the human victims of its 
recklessness what an unbiased 
Alaska jury has determined to be 

. ne~:essary to punish and correct 
Euon's behavior. Exxon con
tinues to file motion after mo-· 
tion, appeal after appeal. in what 
has become a comedy of despera
tion, arroganc~. and utter disdain 
for the people of Alaska whose 
lives they turned upside down. 
All of our lives have been di
minished by this. and communi· 
ties such as Kodiak, Chenega 
Bay. Homer. Cordova, Valdez. 
Kenai. Chignik. Whinier. Tatitlik. 
Nanwalek. Port Graham, Old 
Harbor. Ahkiok, etc. deserve bet
ter. 

It is time for Exxon to end this 
legal chess game, pay what they 
owe, and let everyone get on with 
their lives. Without prejudging 
the appellate process. there 
should be no realistic chance 
whatsoever that Exxon's appeals 
will be successful. They were 
reckless, they know it, the world 
knows it, and they now have to 
compensate the victims of their 
reckless disregard for the Alaska 
people and environment. At· 
tempts to delay all of this will 
only add to the bitterness and re· 
sentment of industry. which is in 
no one's best interest.. not even 
Exxon's. 

As Exxon caused this disaster 
and they have been found reck· 
less by a jury of Alaska citiu:ns, 
it is right that they should have 
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verdict in history, and it is un
doub,edly in society's interest to 
have this thing resolved now. 
The longer this drags out. the 
more damage will be caused. Dr. 
Steven Picou. who has studied 
many ::tn industrial disaster 
;1round the world, has found that 
the social and psychological ef
fects of these disasters will ahatc 
only when there is a just resolu
tion of ali the litigation. For 
Exxon w continue profiting at the 
c"~nse uf the Alaska pcnph:. 
economy and environment is e\·i
dem:e that the cumpany is mor- · J 

ally bankrupt indeed. l 
It is a tragic commentary on 

Exxon's sense of social respon
sibility ihat hundreds of the 
people who were harmed by this 
company's negligence have since 
passed away. with no reparati·'' 
whatsoever. Some. such as I' 
former mayor of Cordova. chose 
to take their own lives rather than 
continue to exist in the emotional 
chaos from the Exxon spill. The 
last few years of these lives were 
entirely dominated by the Exxon
Valdez. and too much of all of 
our lives has been swept into this 
maelstrom. It is time for this 
madness to end. h is time for 
Exxon to resolve this mess. 
There are any number or legiti
mate ways the state federal gov
ernments can· encourage Exxon 
to take care of this, and they 
should do so. 

I have discussed all of .this 
with many people throughout the 
state and nation and most seem 
to agree that it is time for Exxon 
to stop holding Alaska hostage 
to its own antiquated corporate 
ideology, and bring this to clo
sure. 

As for my friend Gene 
Rossilini, who was prepared for 
almost anything, he was f01 
dead one morning in his hu. _ 
year or so after the spilt. He had 
taken his own life and lay dead 
on the frozen dirt floor or what 
he thought was his refuge from 
the industrial world. on the shore 
of Prince William Sound. Crazy. 
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EXXON PURCHASE 

Editor; 

>Many Valdezans are 
aware. of a small-parcel pur
chase .request to the. Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council ·for the purchasj! of 
Wayne Blondeau's property 
past. Mineral Creek. 

There has been a commu
nity-wide effort to make the 
EVOS Jrustee council aware 
of Valdez' support of this pur
chase. 

.. Specific uses fqr the land 
have not yet been determined, 
but ideas include a public pic-

. nic and parking area, kayak 
put-in, ~ra.ilhead to the new 
~houp Bay trail~ and an inter
pretive state park ranger sta
tion. · 

In a show of support, the 
· City of Valdez has offered to 

donate adjacent lands, contin
geijt on an EVOS purcha_se. 

These lands are designat- . 
ed wetlands and so could not 
be used for development. 

The purchase request will 
be considered at the · 
November 18 meeting of the 
EVOS Trustees in Anchorage. 
If you support this project, 
please write to the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill trustee 
Council, 645 G Street, Suite · 
40 I, Anchorage, AK 9950 I. 

Additional information is . 
available from several local 
businesses, Mayor Cobb, or 
any of. your Alaska State 
Parks/ONR Community 
Advisory Board representa
tives: Bill Bixby, Bill Deppe, 
Nancy . lethcoe, Richard 
Chaffin, Shanna Simmons, 
Pat Welch, Jeanne Passin or · 
Tabi~ha Gregory. 

Shanna Simmons 
Valdez 
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$380,000,000 To Remain In Court Fund~.~ 

Murkowski Surrenders In Tiff Over Oil spm· Funds 
ANCHORAGE (AP)-A court-administered fund that 

earns only about 5 percent tussle between Sen. Frank 
Murkowski and Exxon Valdez -interest. 
oil spill. trustees ended in a In compensation for its 

- stalemate Saturday when a - costs, the court gets about I 0 
proposal to boost the invest- percent of the interest pro- . 
ment income of the spill set- ceeds, effectively reducing the 
tleml!nt was dropped from a trustee council's return to only 

. spending bill. - about 4:5 percent. 
As a result, $280 million The trustee council is made 

Exxon Corp. has yet to pay-- up of federal and state repre
and more than $100 mill ion sentatives appointed to dt:ter
the trustees want to sock away mine how Exxon's $900 mil
as a kind of pennanent spill- lion settlement of civil and 
recovery endowment--cannot criminal oil spill claims will 
be invested to earn the highest be spent. 
possible interest rates. The council had appealed to 

The issue could be revived Congress for legislation_ 
in the 1998 congressional ses- allowing a more aggressive 
sion. But, for now, the money investment strategy. 
now m~st be deposited in a While Murkowski thought it 

was a good idea for the money she would prefer to see no leg
to be freed from the court's · islation rather than have 
control, the Republican sena
tor was worried that higher
interest income would mean 
more money for the council to . 
use buying up private lands 
for protection. 

Murkowski drew up a 
spending-bill rider that would 
have permitted the trustee 
council to invest the money 
but use the interest only on 
marine research and economic 
restoration projects sought by 
the fishing industry. 

Murkowski tying the council's 
hands. 

The council's biggest con
cern is over the investment of 
about $108 million it wants to 
set aside as an endowment for 

. use_after Exxon makes its last 
settlement payment in 2002. 

McCammon said the council 
wants a higher rate of return 
on those funds because the 
plan is to spend only the inter
est income. By investing at a 
higher rate of at least 9 per
cent, the council could earn 
several million dollars more · 
annually to finance spill 

House-Senate conference 
committee Friday, but the 
panel broke without working 
out a compromise on 
·Murkowski's amendment. 

With time running out and 
several federal agencies 
aiready technically operating 
without any money, Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Sen. Ted Stevens 
convened the appropriations 
committee Saturday afternoon 
to fold several spending bills ( 
into a single pared-down 
package to send to the House 
in hopes that it would go 
along. Murkowski's 
amendment was left on the 

Murkowski's position drew 
strong objections from the 
council. Molly McCammon, 
executive director of the 
council, said last month that 

recovery projects. -cutting room floor. 
The spending bill went to a 
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Battle ov'er inve~tment of spill funds stalls 
ANCHORAGE (AP) - A tus

sle between Sen. Frank Murkowski 
and Exxon Valdez oil spill trustees . 
ended in a stalemate Saturday when 
a proposal to boost the investment 
income of the spill settlement· was 
dropped from a spending bill. , 

·As a result, $280 million Exxon 
Corp. has yet to pay - and more 
than $100 million the trustees want 
to sock away as a kind of permanent 
spill-recovery endowment - can
not be invested to earn the highest 

possible interest rates. 
The issue could be. revived in the 

1998 congressional session. But, 
for now, the money must be 
deposited in a court-administered 
fund that e.a.rns only about 5 percent 
interest. 

ln compensation for its costs, the 
court gets about 10 percent of the 
in.terest proceeds, effectively 
reducing the trustee council's 
return to only about 4.5 percent. 

. The trustee council is made up of 

federal and state representatives 
appointed to determine how 
Exxon's $900 million settlement of 
civil and criminal oil spill claims 
will be spent. The council had 
appealed to Congress for legisla
tion allowing a more aggressive 
investment strategy. 
. While Murkowski thought it 

was a good idea for the money to be 
freed from the court's control, the 
Republican senator was worried 
that higher interest income would 
mean more money for the council 

· to use buying up private lands for 
protection. 

PENINSULA CLARION 

NOVEMBER·lO, 1997 

Murkowski drew up a spending
bill rider that would have permitted 

the trustee council to invest the 
money but use the interest only on 
marine research and economiC 
restoration projects sought by the 
fishing industry. 

Murkowski's position drew 
strong objections from the council. 
Molly McCanunon, executive direc· 
tor of the council, said last month that 
she would prefer to see no legislation 
rather than have Murkowski tying 

the council's hands. 
The council's biggest concern is 

over the invesunent of about $108 
million it wants to· set aside as an 
endowment for use after Exxon 
makes its last settlement payment in 
2002. 

McCa:mmon said the council 
wants a higher rate of return on those 
funds because the plan is to .spend 
only the interest income. By invest-

ing at a higher rate ofat least 9 per· 
cent. the council could earn several 
million dollars more annually to 
finance spill recovery projects. 

The spending bill went to a 
House-Senate conference commit
tee Friday, but the panel broke with
out working out a compromise on 
Murkowski's amendment. 

With time running out and sev
.eral federal agencies already tech-

nically operating without any 
. money, Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Sen. Ted 
Stevens convened the appropria
tions committee Saturday after
noon to fold several spending bills 
into a single pared-down package to 
send to the House in hopes that it 
would go along. Murkowski's 
amendment was left on the cutting 
room floor. 



JlJNEAU EMPIRE NOVEMBER 10, 1997 

_ ll)'(~stment of spill funds 
.! -~· • •·• .. : s . ~~ t;i r~ (. ·· ~ · ·J· . · -~ i_ • · • • • • •• • .. 

;;.·~ .. ·stalls in Congress 
TMI .Aisoc•Ano PfiiSI 

ANCHORAGE - A tussle be
tween Alaska Sen. Frank Murkow

. ski and Exxon Valdez oil spill trus
tees ·ended in a stalemate Saturday 

._, when a proposal to boost the in

. vestment income of the spill settle
. m.ent was dropped from a spend-
ing bill. · 
· As a result, ·the $280 million 

Exxon Corp. has yet to pay cannot 
be invested to earn the highest pos

... · sible interest rates. Nor can the 
more than $100 million the trustees 

· · want to sock away as a kind of per-

manent spill-recovery endowment. 
The issue could be revived in 

the · 1998 congressional session. 
But, for now. the money now must 
be deposited in a court-adminis
tered fund that earns only about 5 
percent interest. In compensation 
for its costs, the court gets about 
10 percent of the interest proceeds, 
effectively reducing the trustee 
council's return to only about 4.5 
percent. · 

The trustee council is made up 
of federal and state representa
tives. 

. ' 

) 
. ' 
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Spill-fundS battle 

stalls in Congress 
By DAVID WHITNEY 
Daily News Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON - A tus
sle between Alaska Sen. 
Frank Murkowski and state 
and federal trustees over the 
investment of proceeds from 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill set
tlement ended in a stalemate 
Saturday. · 

The consequence is that 
.some $280 . million Exxon 
Corp. has yet to pay. - and 
more than $100 million the 
trustees want to sock away as 
a kind of per
manent spill
.re.covery en
dowment 
cannot be in
vested. to 
earn the high
est possible 
interest rates 
for spill re-
~overy ~ork Murkowski 
m Prmce 
William Sound. 

The trustee council, made 
up of federal and state repre-
sentatives appointed to deter
mine how Exxon Corpora
tion's $900 million settlement 
of civil and criminal claims 
will be spent, had appealed to 
Congress for legislation al
lowing a more aggressive in
vestment strategy.· . . 

Although the issue could 
be revived in the 1998 con
gressional session, the money 
now must be deposited in a 
court-administered fund that 
earns only about 5 percent in
terest. In compensation for 

its costs, the court gets about 
10 percer;~t of the interest pro
ceeds, effectively reducing 
the trustee council's return to 
only about 4.5 percent. 

While Murkowski thought 
it was a good idea for the 
money to be freed from the 
court's control, the Republi
can senator was worried that 
higher interest income would 
mean _more money for the 
council to use buying up pri
vate lands for protection. 

More than a third-of the to
tal settlement proceeds, Or 
roughly $380 million, will 
have been spent on land pur
chases by the time the deals 
now on the table are wrapped 
up. 

In total, the trustee council 
will have purchased title or 
conservation easements to 
about 700,000 acres, includ
ing about 1,000 miles of 
coastline in the area effected 
by the 1989 spill. 

Insistent that enough land 
already had been bought by 
the trustee council, Mur
kowski drew up a spending
bill rider that would have 
permitted the trustee council 
to invest the money but use 
the interest only on marine 
research and economic 
restoration projects sought 
by the fishing industry. 

Murkowski's position drew 
strong objections from the 
council. Molly McCammon, 
executive director ·of the 

council, said last month that she 
would prefer to see no legislation 
rather than have Mui-kowski tying 
the council's hands. 

The council's biggest concern is 
over the investment of about $108 
million it wants to set aside as an en
dowment for use after Exxon 
makes its last settlement payment 
in 2002. 

McCammon said the council 
wants a higher rate of return on 
those funds because the plan is to 
spend only the investment interest. 
By investing the money at a higher 
rate, McCammon said the co~u~cil 
could earn at least 9 percent, gwmg 
it several million dollars more an
nually to finance priorities that will 
be determined following a public 
process. 

Native corporations and environ
mentalists rallied behind the 
trustee council in opposition to 
Murkowski. 

"Language restricting the uses of 
the interest to marine research and 
fishing industry projects could 
downgrade or eliminate many pro
jects of great importance to our cor
poration, out· shareholders and our 
community," wrote Uwe Gross, 
chief executive officer of Koniag 
Inc. 

"Projects such as research on ar
chaeological resources, subsistence 
and habitat acquisition would be re· 
stricted," Gross said in an Oct. 22 
letter to the senator. 

"If the (Murkowski) amendment 
passes, the losers would be the fish 



EXXON: Panelists'· patience was 

runn·ing thin·, and tempers were running hot 
· and wildlife injured by the oil spill 
as well as those Americans who 
care strongly about conservation," 
wrote David Cline, chairman of the 

·Kodiak Brown Bear Trust. 
But Murkowski, despite efforts 

to strike a compromise with the 
council, persisted with his rider and 
counted on. the help of Sen. Ted 
Stevens, chairman of the Senate Ap
propriations Committee, to attach it 
to a spending bill for the Commerce 
Department and other federal agen
cies. 
· The spendi11g bill went to a 

House-Senate confe1·ence commit
tee Friday, but the panel broke in 
the midst of angry exchanges in
volving other items without makiog 
any progress towa1·d working out a 
compromise bill. . 

With time running out and sev-

eral federal agencies already tech-. 
nically operating without any mon
ey since midnight Friday, Stevens 
pulled the plug on the conference. 

He convened the appropriations 
committee Saturday afternoon to 
fold several spending bills mto a 
single pared-down package to send 
to the House in hopes that it would 
go along. 

Murkowski's amendment was 
left on the cutting room floor, and 
Murkowski seemed miffed with his 
Alaska colleague. . . 

"I was assured it was going to be 
brought up, ... but I'm not even a 
member of the committee/' was all 
the senator had to say about Satur- · 
day's development, according to his 
press aide, Chuck Kleeschulte. 

John Raffetto, spokesman for 
the Stevens' appropriations panel, 

said there was no way controver
sial items such as Murkowski's 
were going to make it through _in 
the closing bargaining sessions of 
the 1997 congressional session. 

Patience was running thin and 
tempers were running hot, Raffetto 
said. • 

"It fell victim ta a.,desire tb break 
a logjam and get these spending 
bills moving," Raffetto said pf 
Murkowski's provision. "It's unfor
tunate." 

McCammon said in a telephone 
interview that she, too, is disap
pointed- but for different reasons. 

"The council went to the congres
sional delegation for help," she said. 
"We're disappointed that it got 
politicized like this. We'll just keep 
plugging away at it and see where 
we go from here." -
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_Congress drops spill 
· .. fund in.vestme~t plan 

ANCHORAGE (AP) - A 
tussle. between Sen. Frank 

· ;'Murkowski and Exxon Valdez oil 
spill trustees ended in a stalemate 

. Saturday when a proposal to boost 
.·· tf1e' iiwestment income of the spill 
. Settlement was dropped from a 
· spending _bill. 
- 'As a result. $280 million Exxon 
Corp. has yet to pay - and more 
than S I 00 million the trustees want 

· ·to soek away as a kind of perma
·nent'spill-recovery endowment
cannot be invested to earn the 
highest possible interest rates. 
· The issue could be revived in the 
1998 congressional session. But, for 
now, the money now must be de
posited in a court-administered fund 
that earns only about S percent in
teres!,. In compensation for its costs, 
the court gets about 10 percent of 

. : . the in~t proceeds. effectively re
·' :· .·ducing the trustee council's return 

to only about 4.5 percenL· · 
.: The trustee council is made up 
of fedefal and state representatives 
appointed to determine how 
Exxon's $900 million settlement 
of ~ivil and criminal oil spill 
Claims will be spenl The council. 
had appealed to Congress for leg
islation allowing a more aggres
sive investment strategy. 

While Murkowski thought it 
was a good idea for the money to 
be freed from the court's control, 
the Republican senator was wor-

ried thnt higher interest income 
would mcnn more money for the 
council to use buying up private 
lnnds for protection. 

Murkowski drew up a spend
ing-bill rider that would have per
mined the trustee council to in
vest the money but use the inter
est only on marine research and 
economic restoration projects 
sought by the fishing industry. 

Murkowski's position drew 
Slrong objections from the council. 
Molly McCammon, exeCutive direc
tor of the couocil, said last month 
that she would prefer to see no leg
islation rather than have Murkowski 
tying the council's hands. 

The council'_s biggest concern 
is over the investment of about 
$1 OS million it wants to set aside 
as an endowment for use after 
Exxon makes its last settlement 
payment in 2002_, .. 

McCammon said the council 
wants a higher rate o'r return on 
those funds because the plan is to 
spend only the interest income. By 
investing at a higher rate of at least 
9 percent, the council could earn 
several million dollars more an
nually to finance spill recovery 
projects. 

The spending bill went to a 
House-Senate conference commit
tee Friday, but the panel broke 
without working out a compromise 
on Murkowski's amendment. 

) 



Alaska Sealife 
Center director 
leaves after year 

By the Alaska journal of Commerce 

J ohn B. Hendricks, executive director of 
the Alaska Sealife Center, has resigned 
after one year on the job, the center's 

board of directors announced Oct 31. 
"We regret the loss of John's leadership," 

said Jack Scoby, board president. in a state
ment "DuringJohn's one-year tenure, he has 
assembled an outstanding team of leaders in 
their respective fields and brought the center 
10 near completion in a timely and 6scally 
responsive maqner." 

Hendricks said in the same statement that 
the job represented a great opportunity, and 
he was glad to be a part of lhe project. He did 
not disclose his plaits. 

The Alaska Seal.ife.~nter Board is initiat
ing an interim management team made up of 
center staff and olhers invo~ed wilh lhe on go· 
ing management and completion or the 6nal 
stages or construction. · 

The :\.Iaska Sealife Center, the first cold
water marine research center in the Western 
Hemisphere, is a II ;,000-squa.re-foot center 
nestled on lhe shore of Resurrection Bay in 
Seward. It will combine rehabiliution wilh 
research and visitor education, and be home 
to SteUar sea lions, harbor seals and a variety 
of seabirds. 

TbeAlaska]ournalofCom_merce • November 10,1997. 

FOCUS 

Seward 
Construction or the Alaska Seallfe Center in Seward Is about 93 percent compi~; 

acconiing to Roe Sturgulewski, construction manager with contract adm.in.istrator Rise 
Alaska. ' 

'1'he contractor (Strand Hunt Construction) projects substantial completion by Dec. 
8," he said, about two months ahead of his contractual obligation. 

What remains Is largely finish work: carpeting, 6nal painting, architectural railings, 
ceiling systems, so{De concrete work and zinc finish on the outside wall. AbOut 90 percent 
of the outside landscaping Is finished. 

The center will open May I, employing more !han 40 people. The 10ta1 p~oject cost Is 
$51 million; Strand Hunt holds a $30 million construction contract · 

State buys fish habitat along Kenai River 
~I' tbe Alaska]oumal of Commerce • 

The state ha,:; acquired. a r-acre parcel of land on the Kenai River kno\m as the Gruhha 
. property in a move to prou:ct additional Kenai Ri\·cr fish hahit.IL "Thr slougns and 

wetlands of the lower Kenai are \ita.! to salmon:· said Gor. Tom· Knowles. "Thanks to 
Dolorc~ Grubba. these impon.am wetlands are still inttcL and now th~y \\ill hr protected in 
perpetuity ... 

TI1c property. :u mile 17.; on the Kenai Rirer. includes about-; ;o ft'et of riwr front:tgc .gr;L'\S\' 
wetlands and a slough important w rt':lring salmon. The .\la..;k:J Department of Fish ~d .Gan1~ 
\\ill managr the property to protcct iL~ riparian hahit.at. 

The land wa.'i purchased for S2;;.ooo with E.x.\on Valdez oil spiU criminal settlement funds 
dedicated specificall~·forthe protection of Kenai Rirer habitat. The Grubba parcel is onr of three 

, properties :t\quired so far by :\l:J.SI\.1 Department of Fish & Gan1c with a.~sistance from The 
Conser>:ttion Fund.;~ national land trust. I! nrin~s tlw tot:~ of 1\en:.Ji Ri\·er habitll protc•cted this 
ye:tr to ahout h- acres. 

• 
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Scoby sa~yrs center going ·as planned 
By Roger Kane 

LOG Staff 

With the Alaska SeaLife Center's 
grand opening in May 1998 fast 
approaching, the finishing touches 
are being applied to the facility, the 
existing staff is' getting ready to move 
into their new building, and the . 
excitement i~ building. •. 

Board President Jack Scoby said 
the project is moving along as 
planned and that "the stuff that's been 
done is within the bids." 

He said there have been a few 
changes to the original plans as they 
were presented in 1995, but "they 
were all good changes." 

Such as creating a fish ladder 
leading into the facility, which a small 
run of salmon will use to return to 
their imprinted spawning ground 
inside the building. Or the relief 

jobs. . 

impressions of fish adorning the oth
erwise du 11-gray concrete walls. 
Minor changes related t<> visitor flow 
also had to be incorporated. 
. Aside from that, "we hav~ ne.ver · 
varied from our forecast," Scoby said. 

But as time goes by, change is an 
inevitable facet of operating a facili
ty with the size and capabilities of the 
SeaLife Center. He said no concrete 
plans, have been made. but an· 
a'rlphitheater may be in the works. 
He said in the ncar future the board 
will also wrestle with the questions 
of whether or not to hire outside con
tractors for security. janitorial. main
tenance and 8roundskecping services. 

And with the completion and 
operation of the SeaLife Center, 
Seward will definitely be experienc-
ing some changes. _ 

. "You can't stand still. If you do, 
you go backwards and die," he said, 

"1hese are experts with.the exper
tise needed to run this facility," she 
said. 

Sims said the search for people to 
fill those positions extended outside 
Alaska i.n some cases, because she 
doeSn't think there· was anyone· in 
Alaska with the necessary experience 
in aquatics, avicultw:e or animal hus
bandry to fill them. 

She said adve·rtisements were. 
placed with the American Zoological 
Association, in trade journals and on 

At this point, 21 of the estimated 
53 full-time-equivalent positions 
have been filled. Forty-four of thoSe 
positions are full time and 14 are 
pan time. Nine of those hired are 
Seward residents and three others 
are from the Kenai Peninsula or 
Anchorage. · the Internet. 

Sims said the focus on hiring thus 
far has been on experience and skill, 
as they are vital to the operation of 
such a highly technical and special
ized facility. She said the best people 
were hired for each of those positions. 

"When we're looking for some
one so skilled, we have to go where 
they are," she said. 

She said the number of people 
. who would qualify for one of the lead 
positions comes from a "relatively 

adding that Seward is a town that has 
survived more than its share of 
changes.~ railroad changed things, 
as did the 1964 earthquake, long
shoremen, fishermen, floods and 
tourism. He said the SeaLife Center 
will have a profound impact on the 
city, but he anticipates it will be pos
itive. 

Maureen Sims, who works on the 
board of directors' project manage
ment team, said "as a tourism ele
ment, and as far as changes. this is a 
really positive one. But the balance 
is what the {city) ends up with, a· 
huge, world-class facility. That's 
going to make the difference." 

Sims said the facility is unique 
thrm~ghout the world and that it's 
attracting a lot of attention, most 
imponantly from people wanting 

small community." 
"We're lucky to snag the experts 

that come here," Sims said. 
Corinna Quilliam, public rela

tions coordinator at the SeaLife 
Center, said the people who've been 
hired for the key departmen~-head 
positions and their immediate sup
port staff were not only hired for their 
experience, but 'also for their versa
tility. 

She said although they have each 
been hired for their expertise in one 
area. they will all be cross-trained to 
assist in other departments. 

"This is a very unique project 
because it includes research rehabil i
tation and public e'ducation. It's the 
only place of its kind in Alaska," she 
said. 
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Sealife·gets its first bird·s 
. ..A:.'IlCHORAGE (AP) -The 
Alaska SeaLife Center in 
Seward has taken possession_ of 
its first permanent residents. · 
Seven baby tufted puffins 
arrived earlier this month, . six 
from Oregon· and on~ from 
Homer, and :ill younger than 2 
months. 

For now. the birds are staying. 
at the nearby Institute of Marine 
Science feasting on herring. 

·,·squid. clams and shrimp. \vhile a 
· team of artists works on an arti

ficial rock ledge to look and feel 
like the birds· n;ltural habit:tt. 

"The rock goes up about 30 
feet or so. and there are burrows 
that are made into th~ rocks so 
the birds can do their nesting.·· 

: said SeaLife Center spokes
. woman Corinna Quilliam. "The 
company painted on sea stars 
and mussels and barnacles 
where the water line is .... It looks 
verv·realistic ... 

. ;; · Quilliam said the bird exhibit 
is one of the largest on the West 

. Coast, with a' 17-foot~deep. 
I 05.000-gallon water tank. h 
cost $2.8 million to build. 

Because the puffins are so 
you-ng. they don't yet look like 

the puffins of calendar pho
tographs, Quilliarn said. They 
won't develop their bright sum
mer plumage for another .two 
years. And until they begin 
breeding. their sex is unknown. 
too. said SeaLife Center bird 
curator Tiff ani Thompson. 

Even though they are indige
nous to Alaska, the six Oregon
born birds need to acclimate to 
the colder temperatures in 
Seward. Thompson said. The 
·Homer bird is holding its. own. 

"He is very imprinted by 
humans and act\,lally follows the 
handlers around and sits on their 
laps," Quilliam said. 

The center is expecting to 
receive several mature tufted 
puffins. and other marine birds 
before its grand opening in May . 

"We're Jookin2 at common 
murres, possibly ~some homed 
puffins and possibly some black 
oyster cat~·hers ... Quilliam said . 
"Puffins in general will be pop-. 
ular because they're very bright 
in the summer." 

The younger puffins should 
be settled permanently in their 
new rock homes in January or 
February. 

\ 
) 

\ 
} 
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New directvr for Sealife v-anter 
SOLDOTNA (AP) - The 

Alaska Scalife Center has named 
a recently retired state bioiogist as 
interim director to guide the facil
ity through its May opening, 

The center's boo.rd on Wednes
day named Kim Sundberg as interim 
director while it begins a nationwide 
hunt for a permanent leader. 

Sundberg is no str.lnger to the 
Scalife Center. He has had a hand 
in its design and budget since late 
1993 as a representative of the state 
fXpartmcnt uf Fish and Game, 

"It's" real natuml rnr him:· ~aid 
·~ l:1ur.:.:n Sims. a m.:mt-...:r .. r 1h.: 
..:.:ntcr· s man:u.:cmcnt team ... We 
d11n 't n~-cd tn hrinl! somd" lily up 
hi spccJ. He's alrc•llly then::· 

He will rcpb.:c J<~ln .B. HcnJri..:k.s. 
tft.: 1..'\.'0\Cr\ li~l eXI..'I:Uii\1." dit\'l:llll'. 
\\ht• rl."signcJ 1:11..: I:L->1 ''"'I:~ ..:itin:;. 
f':N•nal n:~llls. Ht.:l'klri..:l.; h:lll h.\:n 
tllllll~:U'll till" a ye:ll'. H.: wa..; cro..-dit~o'tl 
with as..;cmhling a s~liT of c:<pcrts 
anJ bding the S55 million projo..'\:1 

through an intense p.:riod of constnx:
tion, which should be essentially . 
complete by l:ilc this month. · • · l 

Sundberg's role. will be to sec 
the facility through its transition 
from consi.JiJction to daily opcr.l- . 
tion, Sims said. The center's gov- . 
eming board now will look ~or a ·. 
director who has a strong back
ground not only in budgets and staff . 
management, but also in research. 

on the shore of Resurre..:tion Bav 
in Seward is the fil'3t cold-wat~r 
marine rescan.:h center in Lhc West
em Hemisphere, managers say. It 
will combine rehabilitation wilh re
search and visiLor education. · 

The 115.000-~uarc-foot facility 

It is bC'ing built with $37.5 mil
lion from settlements related to.the 
Exxon Valdez oil spilL Another 
$17.5 million in revenue bonds 
were sold to cover the rest of con
structi0n and other costs. 

VALDEZ STAR NOVEMBER 5, 1997 

Marine ·Life Center 
·Manager Resigns 
SEWARD (AP)--The 

director of a nearly complet-. 
ed marine life center has 
resigned with the public 
opening of the SeaLife 
seven months away .. 
John Hendricks announced 

his departure Friday, ~iting 
personal reasons. 

Hendricks, selected. 
among 3 8 candidates after a 
yearlong search, is fonner 
director of the Texas State 
Aquarium at Corpus Christi. 
He had a five-year contract 
in Seward. 

'"We're sorry to see him 
go," said Jack Scoby said, 
president of the SeaLife 
Centers board. 

Scoby credited Hendricks 
with assembling one of the 
top marine research staffs in 
the country. ·'That· was 
probably the biggest thing, 
that and being able to keep 
the costs ··within range," 
Scoby said. 

The $55 million research 
and education facility, fund
ed in part with Exx~n 
Valdez oil spill settlement 
funds, will house _marine 
wildlife such as puffins, 
salmon and sea lions. 

Staff plan to begin moving 
·in late this month. A public 
opening is scheduled May 
first. 
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Sealife Center director quits 
SEWARD (AP) - The di

rector of a nearly completed 
marine life center has re
signed with the public open
ing of the SeaLife seven 
months away. 

Texas State Aqua~ium at Cor
pus Christi. He had a five~year 
contract in Seward. 

"We're sorry to see him 
go." said Jack. Scoby said. 
president of the SeaLife 
Center's board. 

and being able to keep the 
costs within range," Scoby 
said. 

The $55 million research and 
education facility, funded in 
part with Exxon Valdez oil spill 
seulement funds. will house 
marine wiidtife such as puffins. 
salmon and sea lions. 

John Hendricks announced 
his departure Friday. citing per
sonal reasons. 

Hendricks. selected among 
38 candidates after a yearlong 
search, is f<>rmcr director of the 

Scoby credited Hendricks 
with assembling one of the 
top marine research staffs in 
the country. "That was prob
ably ihe biggest thing. that 

Staff plan to begin moving 
in late this month. A public 
opening is scheduled .May I. 



Street Talk 
AK JOURNAL OF COMMERCE 11/17/97 

Potmcs 
• Fonner University of Alaska chancel

lor, legislator, publisher and businessman 
john Undauer announced Nov. 10 that he 
. will run for governor of Alaska ne.~ fall. 
Undauer,.a Republican, held press confer· . 
ences iri Fairbanks and Anchorage to kick off · 
his campaign. 

• Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Aiaska, received 
· the Dana Foundation's Distinguished· 

Achievement A ward Nov. 6 in New York for his 
support of new medical technology. He also 
announced that the federal government is 
moVing to OK Medicare coverage of scans 
used to diagnose and treat lung cancer. . 

• Alaska SeaLife Center officials said
Nov. 5-Klm Sundberg has been appointed 
interim e.'<ecutive director of the center in rhe 
wake of fonner. Executive Director john 
Hendricks' departUre. Sundberg, a retired 
habitat biologist with the Alaska Depart
ment of Fish and Game, will serve untif a 
new pennanent director is chosen. 

Street TaJk is a regular column of news, 
speculation and plain ole gossip reported 
byJbejoumalofCommera~staffandcom
piled by Rose Ragsdale. 

' ' 
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News briefs 

Be a brick· 
The Alaska SeaLife Center is 

offering Seward-area residents the 
opportunity to make their mark at 
the facility. The center is selling 
492 bricks, from S I 00-$175, that 
will be engraved with your name 
or message, or a company logo. 

The bricks will be placed in the 
outdoor plaza in front of the cen
ter's entrance. The center is call
ing the inner circle of the design 
the "Circle of Honor" and reserv
ing the bricks for local residents, 
volunteers. and people who have 
been associated with the center's 
governance, design or construe-

. tion. 
The plaza eventually will cc;m

tain 4,482 salable bricks. Proceeds 
will go to the center. 
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.sea life 
--en rector 

• ·,resigns· 
Sundberg named 
interim chief 

. By Eric Fry 

LOG Staff 

Kimbal Sundlxrg. a fonncr state 
habitat biologist, has b.een named 
interim director of the Alaska 
Sealife Center. He replaces John 
Hendricks, who was asked'to resign 
Oct. 31. . 

Scalife Center Board President 
Jack Scoby said it wasn't fair to the 
board or to H¢ndricks' to discuss 
why Hendricks resigned. 

"We left on good terms," Scoby 
said. "We left with the feeling 
there's no harm to the SeaLife 
Center and no harm to John." 

Scoby said Hendricks assem- · 
bled "an outstanding staff' and the 
board is comfortable with it and 
doesn't plan to make changes. 
Hendricks "was able to take the 

. SeaLife Center where it is and with
in budget," Scoby said; 

Hendricks said he didn't volun
teer to resign and docsn 't know 
why he was ask¢d to leave. He said · 
some things had been bothering the 
board and lots of things had been 
bothering him, but he thought they 
were working it out. · · 

Hendricks said the Sealife 
Center would have fulfilled a 
dream of his to do scientific dis
covery and pass it on to a wider 
audience. He said he's sorry not to 

· be part of it · 
Hendricks was hired in October 

1996 from the Te.xas State 

Aquarium in Corpus Christi, where 
. he was credited with reversing its 

downward finances and developing 
a widespread educational program. 

Sundberg, who is due to start · 
Nov. 12, will be interim executive· 
director until June, while the board 
of directors searches for a penna
ncnt director. 

The board. chose· Sundberg 
' ' 

because he's already familiar with 
the SeaLife Center, Scoby said. 
"We wanted to get someone as fast 
as we could and continue with the 
plan," he said . 

Sundberg, who lives in 
Anchorage, was a Department.of 
Fish and.Game habitat biologist 
from 1975-1996. , 

Sundberg said he first became 
involved with the SeaLife Ce'nter in 
December 1993, when the project 
was in a "very embryonic stage" 
with the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council, which eventually 

supplied $2.5 million for the scien
tific portion of the c.enter. 

The Trustee Council asked 
Sundberg to work on the project 
description with the Seward 

· Association for the Advancement 
of Marine Science, the nonprofit 
local developers of the center. 

Sundberg also fonned a scien
tific group that worked with the . 

· architects to develop what the facil
ity would do and how it should be 
designed, he saiCI. · 

After the Trustee Council grant
ed funds in 1995; Sundberg helped 
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develop the contract stipulations, 
and he administered the pass
through money to Fish and Game 
and the city until he retired in 
August 1996. 

Sundberg also has been work
ing on the scientific content of the 
narratives that will be placed 
beside exhibits and on two films 
that visitors to the SeaLife Center 
will see. 

The state attorney general's 
office granted Sundberg a waiver 
take the interim director's job, 
because state ethics laws otherwise 

would prohibit him from working 
for an entity that he had dealings 
with as a recent state employee. 

Sundberg has never managed a 
facility. Not all 1\f the department 
heads are in place, and he said the 
center may hire 20 more people by 
the time it opens to the public in 
May 1998. 

' "The business plan and the bud· 
. get and the issues or start-up are 
going to be the main things I'll be 

. working on," he said. 
Scoby said the project will open 

· on schedule and on budget. 
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Sea life Center's director quits 
said Jack Scoby, president of the 
SeaLife Center's board. 

Scoby credited Hendricks with 
assembling one of the top marine 
research staffs in the country. SEWARD- The director of 

a.nearly completed marine life 
center has resigned with the pub
lic opening of the SeaLife Center 
seven months away. 

He likes Alaska and hopes to 
remain in the state; he said. He 
also expressed his wish that the 
people he hired will stay on and 
continue with the project. 

"That was probably the biJtJtest 
thing. that and being able to keep the 
costs within range," Scoby said. 

The $55 million research and 
education facility. funded in part 
with Exxon Valdez oil spill settle
ment funds, will house marine 
wildlife such as puffins. salmon and 
sea lions. 

John Hendricks announced 
his departure Friday, citing per
sonal reasons. 

Reached at his home 
Saturday. he said he could not 
_discuss his departure or future 
plans until "some details" are 
resolved with the board. 

Hendricks. selected among 
38 candidates after a year-long 
search. is fonner director of the 
Texas State Aquarium at Corpus 
Christi. He had a five-year con
tract in Seward. .Staff plan to begin moving in 

late this month. A public opening is 
scheduled May 1. 

"We're sorry to see him go," 
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Sea Life Center picks new director 
SEW A.RD (AP)- The Alas!Ca SeaLife 

· Center has named a recently retired .state 
biologist as interim director to guide the 
facility through its May opening. 

The center's board on Wednesday 
named Kim Sundberg as interim director 
while it begins a nationwide hunt for a per
manent leader . 

. Sundberg is no stranger to the Seal.ife. 
Center. He has had a hand in its design and 
budget since late 1993 as a representative 
of the state Deparonent of Fish and Game. 

"It's a real natural for him," said 
Maureen Sims, a member of the center's 
management team. "We don't need to 

bring somebody up to speed. He's already 
there." · 

He will replace John B. Hendricks •. · 
the center's first executive director, 
who resigned late last week citing per
sonal reas5ns. Hendricks had been on 
board for a year. He was credited with 
assembling a staff.of experts and lead
ing the $55 million project through an 
intense period of construction, which. 
should be essentially complete by late 
this month.· 

Sundberg's role will be to see the facil-
ity through its transition from constnJction 

to daily operation, Sims said. The 
center's governing board now will 
look for a director who has a strong 
background not only in budgets and 
staff management, but also in 
research. 

The 115.000-square-foot facili-

ty on the shore of Resurrection Bay 
is the first cold-water marine 
research center in the Western 
Hemisphere, managers say. It will 
combine rehabilitation with 
research and visitor education. 

It is being built with $37.5 mil
lion from settlements related to the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. Another 
$17.5 million in revenue bonds 
were sold to cover the rest of con
struction and other costs. 
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. Sea life Center. 
d·irector· quits·· 
By JON LITTLE ' . 

. Qaily News P~ninsula Bureau . r·, ,. .. • ... 

' ·. ·SOLD.OTNA ....;_The head of. Seward's near
'ty eomplet"ed SeaLife Center, Jolm B: Hen
dricks·, suddenly called it quits Friday after 
seeing the facility through .a . y~ of con-
struction: . 

Hendricks left for personal reasons, said 
· . Jack Scoby, president of the SeaLife Center's 

board of directors. Scoby gave no details, oth
. er than to say the board and Hendricks had 
been meeting for the pa.St few days.· · 

"We're sorry to see him go," Scoby said. 
"He's put together one of the top staffs in the 
country as far as animals, fisheries, research 

" : and.education. That was probably the biggest 
• ~hing, that and being able to keep the costs 
. ' within range... . . 
· .. · · The $SS million research and education fa

cilitY will house marine· wildlife such as 
puffil:ls, salmon and sea lions. · 

The Seward aquarium is being built with 
$37.5 million fromsettlements related to the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. Another $17.5 million 
in revenue bonds were sold to cover the rest 
of construction and other costs, · · 

. The center will be close. to 
completion after ThanksgiV
ing at which point the staff 
wni move in and. begin a se
ries of tests. The grand open
ing is se.t for May 1. 

Hendricks·came from the 
Texas State Aquarium ~Cor
pus Christi, Texas, _wh1ch he 
had been running smce 1991. 
He was selected after a year
long _recruitmen_t drive that 
included 38 apphcants. · 

"He was our choice," Sco
. by said. "I~ this . as in, any 

. business, thmgs happen. . 
·· . Hendricks, who had a ftve
year contract, could no~ be 
reached for camment Fnday 
a(fernoon. . . 

· . The Texas aquanum has 
had more than 3 million vist· 

tors sine~ it opened in 1990, 
according to press rep?rts: It 
was built with a combmat10n 
of private and public funds. 

In Seward, Hendricks was 
in charge of a facility that has 
more of a research role than 

. the Texas aquarium, which 
was primarily a visitor at
traction, SeaLife Cen.ter offi
cials have said. But like the 
aquarium i:n Corpus Christi, 
the Seward facility will de
pend on rev_enue f~om 
tourists to. fund 1ts operat10n. 



PENINSULA CLARION NOVEMBER 30, 1997 

Seabirds need energy-rich forage fish tq remain healthy 
• < • ~··A 0 > ' > > > > ... > 

Editor's note:' II has been eight years since the ExXon 
Valdez ran aground In Prince William Sound, spilling 
neariy 11 millions gallons of Ahiska crude oil. nme has 

show up in 
April near 
shore to feast 
on . the new 

. . . . ' ·scientists ·i.ay' when birds have ready access to fish 
i.A~:. ·. wit.Jt ~~ oil'contc:nt;they do well. ~tallows a high pro
(< 11 · . ~ . ··~ ~.·A ;, . .. portio~ .:::of ~~ ad~l.ts to ra1se young that are 
· \Ai~ · .:· ~- healthy 8nd tn gOod condition when they leave the nest . . since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 

To help tell the story, the ExXon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spiiJ·region. 

· bloom of plank· · 
ton. 

. . On the other hand, when seabirds don't have access 
Q~ t~ high-energy. food i~ems, such as sand lance, her

=::::=====--...:·_...:__:~ nng, and capehn, and mstead rely on low-fat cod and Scientists do 
know some, · Alr*nlantnl_,.,...,.fmrl~lli!R. pollock, they. don't do well. The number of birds 

By JODY SEITZ · things: they 
--------~---------- apparently need 

Scientists ·studying animals injured by the Ex-xon light to feed. They come out during the morning and 
Valdez spill know thai declines in .some species·.may return to their bedding areas in the evening. · 

· be related to changes in the marine:: ecosystem. Shifts And they are choosy about· their beaches. Sand 
in ocean temperature and abundance of certain fish lance have no swim bladder so they can't just rest in 
species are prompting them to examine the food sup-: the water column. Mter feeding they go back into the . 
ply for several seabirds and marine mammals. . sand to digest their food. They don't like thick mud, 

Sand hmce is one of several types of small school- which might clog their gills,· but prefer sand and fine 
ing forage fishes that are critical to many marine gravel. . · . · . 
birds and mammals. yet seldom studied by scientists. Aside from these distinctive qualities, sand lance 
Their Latin name, Ammodytes hexapterus, means have two very important characteristics: they are a 
"sand digger." And that's exactly what they do. They schooling fish. which allows predators to get a lot to 
spend much of their time in the .sediments of the eat in one place, and they are rich in energy: Mter 
intertidal zone. their fli'St year, sand lance are loaded with "fatty oil, 

Sand lance come out of the sand to feed in spring. often several times that of a cod or po11ock' of the 
growing and putting on weight through summer. same size. That's a big boost to birds such as pigeon 
They spawn in October. Little is known about their guillemots, which can only bring one fish back to 
lives from when they hatch in December until they their chicks at a time. 

'. 

hatching and surviving to breed decreases. and the 
population size may decline. 
. No one knows exactly what happened to sand lance 
during. the oil.spill. Since they are not conunercially 

·exploited in the North Pacific, there is scant informa
tion on their distribution or abundance before the 
198.9 spill. 

However, data on seabird diets in Prince William 
Sound show that birds there have been eating less 
sand lance since the 1.970s, and since that time, their. 
populations have declined by two thirds. 

The'pattern is different in Kachemak 'Bay, where 
seabirds appear to be thriving. Recently scientists 

.compared current data on sand lance with trawi,data 
from the 1970s and found no apparent decline in san~,;;. 
lan~th~. · ··· ' 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 
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Eelgrass .beds provide habitat for many creatures 
Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 

. Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot at:~out the spill's long-term effects. · 
To heip tell the story, the EX.xon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing · 

. recovery within the spill region. 

By JODY SErTZ 

The recovery of eelgrass beds following the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill. ~as helped the recovery of numerous 
intertidal creatures that depend on the eelgrass for 
survival. 

Eelgrass beds flourish in the still welters of lagoons 
and backwater bays. Their soft mud and verdant 

.· leaves are home to clams, tiny snails. crabs, worms, 
mussels. and plankton. It's a haven for salmon smolt, 
herring and other tiny fishes and a smorgasbord for 
waterfowl, river oilers and sea otters. 

As oil from the Exxon spill settled into Herring 
Bay, Sleepy Bay and Bay of Isles it affected the-grass, 
clams. crabs, seastars and tiny organisms called 
. amphipods, an important food for fish and birds. 
Following the oil came cleanup workers in boats, 
scarring the beds with anchors arid, at low tide, mow
ing the eelgrass with propwash. . 

Scient_ists compared unoiled sites with oiled sites 

at several loca- . A hydrocarbon levels up to about 500 parts per billion 
tions in Prince ~ may actually enhance microbial activity. But hydro-
William Sound 11 ,A • _, • 6 carbon levels in the water column become toxic when 
from 1991 to· \.::""'~ they exceed 500 to 1,000 parts per billion. The aver-
1995. ·The first 11 age level of hydrocarbons in 1990 ranged greatly 
year after the \.::~ from 45 to 15,253 parts per billion in the oiled areas. 
spill, they but most were in the range that causes enhanceme 
found less seed ......_..,_,.,... .. a.aMIIIfl;rOn..a of bottom dwelling organisms. ' 
production and . "An awful lot ofbacterial decomposition of the oil 
Jewer invertebrates at oile.d sites. The oif killed · occurred. Most of the toxic tractions were lost within 
amphipods, larval helmet crabs, sunflower seastars sight of a couple of years;" said Jewett. The oil
and leather stars: degrading bacteria was. most abundant jh I 990 and 

·The way recovery occurred was somewhat of a declined steadily in the following years.,,; 
surprise. According to Stephen Jewett of the When studies ended in 1995, there were few dif
University of Alaska Fairbanks, a lead investigator of ferences. between oiled and u.noiled areas. 
the intertidal studies, Mother Nature basically Hydrocarbon levels and the abundance ahd types of 
cleaned itself up. The oil didn'~ simply evaporate. It life forms in the eelgrass beds were generally liiCe that 

\ 

was incorpora~ into the food chain. of the beds never hit by oil. c.;;.· . . : 
''The breakdown of the oil leads to increased However, some larger invertebrates(~:such as sea 

microbial activity which in tum leads to an increase . stars, have not fully recovered, and !,he oil-consuming 
of a number of organisms ·that feed on those microbes bacteria was still more abundant at oiled ·sites. This is 
and right on up the food chain," said Jewett. consistent with observations after the Amoco Cadiz 

The presence of oil meant the presence of much spill off the .coast of France, where the bottom envi
more·carbon. Many bottom dwellers can actually use rorunent of the Bay of Morlaix took more than ~ 
the carbon from oil as it degrades. There was an decade to fully recover. · · 
explosion of polychaete worms and tiny mussels, a 
favorite food of diving ducks. 

During previous spills, scientists learned that 
Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 

Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 



Alutiiq Museum more 
than just preservation 

The two-year-old Alutiiq Mu-
. scum is reaching back thousands 
of years and bringing the past 
home to Kodiak. The museum 
staff aim not only to educate 
people, but to salvage and study 
Alutiiq prehistoric sites before 
they disappear. 

Their first major archaeologi
cal project was in the fall of 
1995. Archaeologists revisited 
the well-known Karluk I site to 
salvage its ·remaining treasures 
before they were swept away by 
the erodiong effects of the Karluk 
River. · 

Karluk I was special among ar
chaeological sites throughout the 
~orld. It was continuously oc-

. cupied for more than I ,000 years .. 

. Many items were preserved that 
normally do not survive the rav
ages of time and weather. 
· By 199$, the site was rapidly 
eroding. Many rare artifacts were 
being thrown into a lagoon and 
det~riorating, rotting in the muck 
of the Karluk River. 
· Museum archaeologists did a 
reconnaissance. "We picked up 
everything we could find that was 
lying in the .river, said Museum 
Curator. Amy Steffian, "and then 
we excavated portions of the site 
to save th~ material hcfore the 
site was ultimately destroyed hy 
winter storms." 

During the next two summers 
the excavation added thousands 
of pieces to the museu·m·s col
lection. preserving the best view 
of late prehistoricAlutiiq culture 
that there is, according to 
Steffian. · 

"There's no other site like this 
site that we know of yet. We're 
talking wooden artifacts, in ad
dition to the normal bone and 
ivory, human hair, fiber and bas
ketry. botanical remains, leaves, 
bumblebees. You name it, it was 
preserved in that · s'ite," said 
Steffian. · 

The museum is also an educa
tional jumping off point for the 
Dig Afognak program located on 
southern Afognak Island. People 
come to the museurr. learn about 

Alutiiq culture and artifacts, sec 
what's happening in the museum 
and then go out and participate 
in the ongoing excavation. 

Three doctoral students are 
currently working on the dig. 
Last summer, 56 students partici
pated in a "spirit camp" at the 
site. · 

"We'd had so many of those 
school age children in the mu
seum .. and they'd seen artifacts 
and handled them: But. to put 
those kids in a pit with an ar
chaeologist and be the first one 
to scrape off and touch an ulu in 
500 years ...,-- that was pretty 
mind-boggling to some of those 
youngsters," said Steffian: 

The museum also attracts col
lections on loan. Using a grant 
from the. National Endowment 
for the Humanities, the museum 
is working with the Anchorage 
Museum of History and Art to 
bring a Smithsonian collection to 
Kodiak. It consists of many 
items of Alutiiq clothing, weap
onry, masks and other items of 
traditional culture collected in the 
late 1800s. 

Elders will be involved in cre
ating the displays of the cultural 
objects. For Rita Stevens, of the 
Kodiak Arc:1 Native Asso~:iation. 
that lends poignancy to the show. 

. "They'll try and rem~mber 
how it was in their family or 
passed down traditionally the dif
ferent things that the ·.artifacts 
wl!re used for. said Stevens. ''I'm 
just so excited that there will be 
the input of the native people so 
it becomes more alive, more real 
when they're typing out the de
scriptions of the things that will 
be on display." 

The exhibit.- called Looking 
Both Ways, is scheduled for May 
1999. 

Jody Seitz lives ill Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coasw.l 
Currems radio program. These· 
ries is sponsnrei by the £uon 
Valdez. Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to provide infomwrion abou: res
torution activities within the spill 
region. 
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Treat the Sound like patient it is, 
and do,.:·no· more harm· 
By DAVID GRIMES 

How are we Alaskans doing in 
our efforts to learn . the lessons of 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill and assist 
in the prevention and restoration of 
wounded ecosystems? The· EVOS 
Trustee Council, the official gov
ernment-designated healers for the 
wounded patient that is the oil-spill· 
region, ha\;'e managed over the 
years to give away one-half of our 
$1 billion fund earmarked for 
restoration to pay for so-called sci
ence. This science~ if it's any good, 
will tell us only the two things we 
already know: prevent oil spills and· 
protect habitat. · 

Giving $500 million for scientists 
suggests that they, not the Prince 
William Sound ecosystem, were the 
injured. party. Like paparazzi de
scending on Princess Diana, we 
continue to photograph and harass 
the real patient, learning the 20 dif
ferent ways oil kills a seal's brain 
and spending a fortune in restora
tion funds to make artificial aquari
um rocks in Seward look just like 
the real ones outside in Resurrec
tion Bay. This sort of research in 
lieu of action is unconscionable. 

Direct recovery of the ecosystem 
from oil spill injuries will mostly be 
the healing work of time and Moth·. 
er Nature. So, as human healers, we 
would do well to follow the first two 
lines of the Hippocra~ic oath: First; 
do no (more) harm, and second, 
trust in nature's own innate healing 
abilities. Our task .is to practice the 
gospel of preventative medicine. 
There is much to do.· 

After public outcry. the Trustee 
Council has in the last few years fi .. · 
nally engaged in genuine restora
tion, through the purchase of habi-

. . tat protections in the oil spill region 
from the mostly Native corporation 
landowners. Clear-cut logging be
came epidemic in the region after " 
the oil spill and it is no joke that 
while we sat around studying the 
patient, her legs were being 
chopped off. The region's forests 
are home to salmon and many other 
creatures·. threatened by oil· spills.' 
Whatever one thinks of the merits 
of logging in Alaska's coastal 
forests .- where trees are at the 
northern end of their range - this 
is forest mining. These clear-cuts 
will not recover to be harvestable 
forests again for many lifetimes. 

• 

In it sa natural state, a place like 
Prince William Sound, perhaps the 
finest marine ecosystem in North 
America, is already highly devel
oped and productive, an extraordi
nary offering of forest, · fish, 
wildlife and beauty. By purchasing 
timber rights and other conserva
tion easements, we prevent further 
harm. And for perhaps the first 
time since the enactment of ANC
SA, Native corporations are able to 
be a part of the cash economy by 
protecting, rather than exploiting, 
the life and spirit of land and water. 

Are there any other threats to the 
region today? On the east side of the 

patient is the Copper River Delta 
ecosystem, every bit as remarkable 
and threatened as the Sound. The 
salmon runs of the Copper River 
are world-renowned, and the Delta, 
considered the most important 
habitat in the Western Hemisphere 
for shorebirds, serves as a key stag
ing area for over 16 million shore
birds and a significant portion of 
other Pacific coast flyway water
fowl populations, The Delta also 
hosts nearly the entire·population of 
Dusky Canada geese and the·largest 

· concentration in North America of 
" nesting trumpeter swans. The .east 

Delta contains the Bering River and 
its half-billion-ton coal fields. Early 
this century the region was protect-

. ed from exploration by the remark· 
able conservation work of Teddy 
Roosevelt. 

But today, the coal fields below 
and the forests above are being set 
up for invasion by Chugach Alaska 
Corp., a regional Native Corpora· 
tion that has lost hundreds of mil· 
lions of dollars in its short career 
and is jus't emerging from bank
ruptcy. While Chugach has histori
cally failed to provide dividends for . 
its Native shareholders, it neverthe
less has provided lucrative short
term employment for a .few. fqlks, 

·· primarily management and subcon
tractors, through destructive and 
nonsustainable resource extraction. 
(Chugach shareholders.received no 
dividends from recent dear-cutting 
at Patton Bay on the outer coast of 
the Sound, but the timber subcon
tractor is flying a new .Le~ jet.) 

· In the equivalent ~o~ a new oil ... ,•' 
~ ~ . .. ' 



In the equivalent to a new oil spill, Chugach Alaska 
Corp. plans to construct a 25-mile road off the 

- ---~ Copper River Highway east of Cordova, crossing a 
_ ... --~ lyundred salmon streams to access its lands for 

:. clear.:.cutting and strip mining. The corporation and 
its shareholders will post losses once again, but 
not before despoiling one of the world's great 
·sanctuaries for fish aryd wildlife, in a region still 
recovering from the Exxpn spill. 

. ~pm, Chugach plans to construct a 
25-mile road off the· Copper River 
Highway east of Cordova, crossing 
a hundred salmon streams to access 
its lands for clear-cutting and strip 
mining. The corporation and its 
shareholders will post losses once 
again, but not before despoiling one· 
of the world's great sanctuaries for 
fish and wildlife, in a region still re
covering from the Exxon spill. 

Keep the patient healthy. With
out having to sell away,' Chugach 
Alaska Corp., certainly can find lu
crative ways to create shareholder 

.. _djvjdends through conservation of 
· · rtst>urces. The Trustee Council has 

over $100 million in. a Restoration 
Preserve. Conservation easements 
can also be -traded for federal sur
.plus properties. 
· · · And Sen. Frank Murkowski has 

. recently ~hampioned the:idea of re
viving the Land and Water Conser

. :· vation Fund,·created in 1964 as· part 

of the deal to open the outer conti
nental shelf to oil and gas drilling. 
The idea for the fund is simple - a 
small tax on the extraction of public 
natural resources supports the pro
tection of other lands and resources 
- and the federal government 
made a clear commitment to set 
aside up to $900 million a year in 
royalties from offshore leases to 
fund such protection. For many 
years Congress has . shorted the 
fund to hold down the deficit, and 
Sen. Murkowski now plans to set 
the fund back on its original course. 

Chugach and the senator need to 
get together:'They can prove to the 
world that the most important lega
cy of the Exxon Valdez oil spill is, 
. first, do no more harm. 

0 David Grimes Is a wilderness guide, musi
cian, and former commercial flshennen who 
has lived In Cordova for 20 years . 

' .. ·- -··. -.... -
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The facts on Chugach Alaska 
The Compass piece by David Grimes of 

Nov. 3 was full of lies and distorted facts, typ
ical of an extreme environmentalist. Let's re-
view a few facts first: · 

1. The Chugach Alaska Corp. has not lost 
· hundreds of millions of dollars. · · 

2. The Chugach Alaska Corp. is solvent. 
3. Th~ Chugach Alaska Corp. has paid out 

dividends and other forms of benefits. · 
4. The contractor logging . Patton . Bay . 

bought a 1977 Cess~a Citation, not a new Lear 
Jet. .: : · · · · · 

. S. Harvesting trees is a sustamab,le, renew~ 
able source. 

6. Logged areas can be relogged within O!Je 
lifetime. 

7. All salmon streams are proteCted by 
buffer zones; it's federal law. · 

8. Loggers kill trees, not fish; fishermen 
kill fish. 

9. The Copper River and Bering ·River 
draw into the Gulf of Alaska, not Prince 
William Sound. 

10. The Copper River and Bering River · 
were not in the "region" of the oil spill, but 75 
and 100 miles east, respectively. 

11. Teddy Roosevelt never intended to pro
tect the Upper Bering River coal fields; it was 
a trust-busting measure against the Guggen-
heim syndicate. . . 

The Chugach Alaska Cotp. chose these re-

,•I • 

mote, isolated lands for one reason, to devel
op them for their shareholders' future. To 
help their educational, business and personal 
needs. To lock up these valuable lands would 
be insane. As Alaska's share of the salmon 
market continues to fall, Cordova's future 
may lie on these high-grade coal and timber 
lands just as.it did on ~he copper mines for al
most 40 years previous. To predict that the 2S 
miles of access road along the foothills will 
despoil fish and Wildlife habitat to become the 
equivalent· of another oil spill is using scare 
tactics to its worst. How come nobody has 
ever complained about the SO miles of Copper 
R.iver Highway that cross the delta? Also, to 
predict the Chugach Alaska Corp. will post 
losses developing their lands simply to divide 
its shareholders is a cheap shot indeed. 
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Land barons 
·a· ENERATIONS FROM now, people discussing the tragic .. 

legacy of the Exxon Valdez oil spill won't be talking about last
ing effects on populations offish, birds or wildlife. The resiliency of 
Mother Nature will assure no measurable long-term impacts on the' 
_environment. 

But there will remain one shameful blight on Prince William 
. Sound- the massive transfer of land ownership that occurred 

when agents of government used oil company settlement money to 
purchase vast tracts ofNative-<>wned real estate. 

The story a few decades from now will be similar to the one histo
ry tells about the early settlers who used $24 worth ofblankets and 

. trinkets to buy Manhattan from the Brooklyn Ifldians. The price . 
. · · was considerably cheaper than the hundreds of millions spent to ac

quire land in Prince William Sound. But in both instances, Indians · 
carne out on the losing end of the deal 

In 1991, the state-of Alaska, the federal government and the 
Exxon Corp. agreed to a $900 million civil restitution settlement for 
damages caused by the spill. The joint federal-state Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill 'Ihlstees Council was established to manage the money be-
ing paid in annual installments over a 10-year period. · 

Over the years, the trustees have authorized spending for a Wide 
range of projects related to the spill recovery. From mopping up oil to 
disseminating public information, from legal fees to scientific re
search, and from archeological digs to a Sea Life Center in Seward, 
numerous endeavors have been financed. But the one spending cate
gory that has surpassed all others is "'habitat protection," the pur
chase of private lands owned by Native corporations. 

The trustees earmarked about 40 percent of the total fund to buy 
almost 700,000 acres. Land deals completed so far have made some 
lawyers and lobbyists very rich and provided certain Native groups 
with a short-term financial windfall. 

But generations from now, when that windfall is long spent, 
young Natives will wonder what happened to their endowment of 
land acquired in the hard-fought Alaska Native lands settlement ef
fort. What happened to the promise of self detennination, which 
ownership of the land was to provide? 

Now the trustees want congressional permission to invest re
maining settlement money to provide an ongoing revenue source af
ter Exxon's debt is paid off. Sen. Frank Murkowski says an invest
ment fund is fine- provided none of its earnings is used to acquire 
more land. The trustees are balking at that stipulation. 

Perhaps this is a good time to disband the trustees and put the 
University of Alaska in charge of administering the investment fund 
to advance marine science in Alaska's waters. · 

That would provide greater lasting benefits than the purchase of 
more land. 

.f 
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Cash windfall 
divides Native.s 
$30,000 checks, election 
spoils of shareholder uprising 
By NATALIE PHILLIPS 
Daily News reporter 

Two years after a tiny Native cor-poration sold 
· · a big chunk of its land on Kodi

.Andrew Kahutak 
ha·s been an 
Akhiok-Kaguyak 
board member 
for 23 years. 

ak Island for $46 million, a 
·shareholder battle broke out 

Othat pitted brother against 
brother and wife against hus
band about whether to . invest 
the money or hand it out. 

After six months of courthouse 
jousting, the cash-seeking share- · 
holders are declaring victory. 

Two weeks ago, each of the 
150 Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc. share
holders got checks· averaging 
$30,000 in the mail. A new board 
election is scheduled for early 
December when the dissident 
shareholders hope to take con

tml of the board and authorize another round of 

Please see Back Page, KODIAK 

..... 

Paula Peter
son, Clinda 
Leger and 
Irene Coyle 
are some of 
the original 
Akhiok share
holders who 
want the cor
poration to · 
disburse 
money from. 
the purchase 
of Akloiok
Kaguyak 
land. 

JIM LAVRAKAS: 
Anchorage Da•:·,· N.:ow$ 



KODIAK: Board election, $30,000 
j,'-··· Continued from Page A-1 

$Jo;ooo checks. 
> ''The board was making bad· investments," 

said David Eluska, a shareholder who found 
himself challenging his brother, Ralph Eluska, 
the president of the corporation. "We thought 
it was better to give out distributions before 
they lost all the money in bad investments." 

The rumbling started a year ago when a 
group of shareholders began questioning some 
of the board's investment decisions and argued 
that more money from the land sale should be 
diStributed. They circulated a petition demand
ing an eleetion of new board members. 

:: In response, the corporation's board of di
rectors sued the leaders. of the dissident 
shareholders last May, claiming they were 
spreading false infonnation. 

· "I had to sue my sister. She was spear
heading the whole thing," said Andrew 
Kahutak, chairman of the corporation's 
board. "Basically what it came· down to was 
greed. What they wanted was ridiculous. It 
~~uld kill our corporation. They just want 
money. They don't care about the future." 
\·His sister; Irene Coyle, said she would not 
diScuss the matter because of the pending 
election. · · · . · · · 
:, Kahutak. said the corporation is worth" 

about• $SO million- and its investments are 
soimd. Each shareholder gets $500 a month 
from the corporation's operating profits and 
another $500 fr9m a corporation trust fund, 
h.~: said. They have gotten a total of about 
$75,000 each, over the past three years, in~ 
cluding·the initial $30,000 payout. 
·· ~·we don't know how they came to the.con-. 

elusion that the investments were bad," he 
said. · ·· ',. · · · 

. This summer the court case file grew to fill 
four files, each 2 inches thick. In August, the 
two sides reached an out-of-court ·agreem_ent 
calling for, among other things,· the Decem~ 
ber election and the recent cash distribution. 

. "It was our counteroffer that they took," 
Kahutak said. "We are back to what we were 
going to do in the first place if they had left us 
alone." · 

This is not the first time Native corpQl'a
tions have been rocked by pay-me-now share-
holder revolts. · · 

Under a 1971 fedcrollaw that settled :\Ias
ka Native homclaml claims, Natives bet.:amc 
shareholders in 225 different corporations 
that split $1 billion'and 44 million acres. After 
a rocky financial start, some of the corpora
tio~,Is silw a turoaround when Congress in 

111 Kodiak NattonJI wudr.lfi Reruoe 
• ·ord Harb~r Nailve Co.rii. land . : . 
II Akhiok Kaguyak Inc. iand · . · 

FION ENGSTFIOM I Anc:hotage Oaity N8W!I 

1986 created a tax loophole for their benefit. 
Corporations that lost money were allowed to 
sell "net operating losses" to companies that 
wanted to offset profits and cut their tax bills. 

.The revolts began when those .windfalls 
were realized. Starting with shareholders of 
the Juneau-based Sealaska Corp., the dissi
dent movement has .crept up from Southeast, 
through Anchorage and more recently struck 
Doyon Ltd. · in Fairbanks and the Barrow
based Arctic Slope Regional Corp . 

What prompted the Akhiok-Kaguyak dis
pute was a different windfall, one that could 
trigger. a whole new wave of shareholder re
volts. 

Akhiok and Kaguyak started out as sepa
rate village corporations, then merged in 
1979. Like many village corporations, it strug
gled financially in the early years. Most of the 
land acquii'<~d h}' the company under the fed
ern! law fell within the Kodiak National 
Wildlife Refuge and was effectively blocked 
from development. 
J, fn 1995, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spjll Trustee 

' \ 
I 

i • 

I 



checks left in wake of'sha.reholder uprising 
Council offered the corporation $46 million 
for title and easement rights to about half of 
the corporation's land in the refuge. 

The Trustee Council has spent more than 
$325 million in the past four years buying land 
and easements along Alaska's Southcentral 
coast from a h~lf-dozen Native <;:orporations, 
using money Exxon paid the state and federal 
governments to settle lawsuits stemming 
from the 1989 spill. The land was purchased 
because it provided habitat for many of t_he 
fish and wildlife species injured by the spill. 

The corporatiorts just now are deciding 
what to do with their windfalls. When Akhiok
Kaguyak first sold its land, each shareholder 
got a $30,000 check and the board had share
holders' approval to set up a pennanent trust 
fund with the leftover money. 

About a year ago, some of the shareholders 
started circulating petitions for a new elec
tion because they feared the corporation was 
wasting money. The corporation had spent 
$4.78 million buying a 241:unit apartment 
complex in New Mexico and another $6.25 
million to become a part-owner in the New 
York Life Building on Benson Boulevard. . 

The dissidents also questioned . tqe pur:
chase of a 38-foot pleasure boat, the. Luba 
Marie, and complained the corporation didn't 
have a program to help shareholders pur
chase homes. They objected that the board 
~seats had been locked up by the same people 
for years, and they questioned why board 
members were paid $1,500 a month. They 
complained that the board refused to finan
cially help a shareholder who died because he 

·didn't have the money for needed surgery. 
The lawsuit was the first filed in a dispute 

over how to spend the Exxon money, but the 
·dissidents' attorney, Richard Jameson of An
chorage, said he suspects there will be more. 

"There's a tendency for many of the corpo
rations,· when they do settlements with the 
Exxon money, to 5ay 'This is our money and we 
will keep it in house and preserve it for future 
generations,' then go out and invest in all sorts 
of things, some rather risky." Jameson said. 

"From what I understand· there is a bit of 
aq upswelling-in the Native community. They 
would like to have some fair share distributed 
now. so they can indi\'idually invest in some-
thing." · 
· 11oard chainn<tn ·l<ahut<tk said cverrthing 
\\·as fine until the corporation gut the Ex.."<on 
money. "Then all of the sudden. we got .all these 
experrs telling us what to do," he said. "All of 
these outsiders started sticking their noses in." 
. The £orporation's bo:y;d members' argu~d 

that the dissident shareholders were stirring 
up trouble with misinformation and .if they 
succeeded, the corporation could go broke. 
The board sought a temporary court order to 
stop-the dissidents. 

"The board recognizes that it may not have 
handled things as well as it could have," the. 
corporation's ·attorney wrote in its legal re
quest. The cofl)oration believed its decisions 
were made in the best interest of sharehold-
. ers, the attorney wrote, but it may not have 
explained its actions well enough. 

State Superior Court Judg~ene Gonzalez 
denied the request for the temporary order 
and scheduled an August trial date for the law
suit. But' the two sides reached a ~5ettle.ment 
before then. Still at issue is whether money 
for a third $30,000 payout can be taken out of 
the trust and distributed to shareholders. 

· Dissident shareholder David Eluska said 
he likes the idea of having a trust fund for fu
ture generations, but he thinks it comes at the 
e~pense of the current shareholders. . . 

"I wanted to see money go to people who are 
living today," said the ~year-old EluSka, who 
is the mayor c;>f Akhiok, a south Kodiak Island 
community of 100 .. "Because the way they are 
going 1nto·marriages nowadays, marrying non
Natives, when distributions m;e made in the fu
tt.ire, it will go to all non:.Native5." 

· Eluska said he and his brother Ralph, the 
corpor~tion president, no longer ·speak. . 

"I try to deal with him on a friendly basis, 
but it. seems like he doesn't v.:ant anything to 
do with me," he said. . . , 

Ralph . Eluska could not. be reached for 
comment. · · ... ·· · 
· After 23. years on t,he b~d. Kaliutak said 
he is not running for re-ehiction: Kahutak, his 
wife and seven children are·m'oving from An
chorage back to Akhiok. He ~xi>ects ·the dissi
dents will w:in enough seat~ m the December 
election to take over the. bOard;l?ut be thinks 
he will be more effective fighting them if he 
is not on the board. ·· · · · · . · · ." 

·_ "I will be in the village where I can talk to 
the people," said the 48-year-old Kahutak. "I 
look at it this way. I am not going to be a board 
member anymore. I will be on the other side 
and I will be able to talk without holding back. 

"'It's not hard for me to go back," he said. "I 
am proud to go down there and I will hold my 
head up b!.!cause I know what I did was.right. 
I <.:an look them in the face and said there is · 
nothing to hide." 

Kahutak said he and his sister, one of the 
dissident shareholders, still speak, "but we 
don't tal~ politics." ;

1
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More land 
protected 
along river 
Exxon settlement allows 
purchase of _188 acres 

By DOUG LOSHBAUGH 

Peninsula Clarion 

Gov. Tony Knowles recently 
announced purchase of 188 acres 
along the Kenai River using settle
ment money from. the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill. ~ . _ . 
·· Thafmaxes roughly il,7ooa·eres 
pur'~hased to date with roughly 
$12.2 million in Exxon settlement 
money to protect habitat along the 
Kenai and its tributaries. 

Meanwhile, the Nature 
Conservancy of Alaska recently 

· accepted the donation of 4P acres 
along the Killey River 'to preserve 
an important brown bear migration , 
route. The Killey is a tributary to the 
Kenai. . 

The vast majority of Kenai River 
purchases were made by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, 
using money from the $900 m,illion 
civil settlement. But some come 
from a second pot-S 1.25 million 
the Legislature appropriated from 
the state's $50 million share of the 
Exxon criminal settlement for 
Kenai River habitat protection. 

The purchases Knowles 
announced include some of each. 

The 146-acre River Ranch par
cel east of Sterling was purchased 
with $1.65 million from the EVOS 
trustees. That includes 5,300 feet of 
Kenai River frontage. , 

That brings the EVOS total to 
about 5,009 acres, for which the 
trustees paid roughly S 11.7 million. 
The largest EVOS purchases are 
I ,377 acres bought from the 
Salarnatof Native Association off 
Funny River Road, 803 acres 
bought from Kenai Native 
Association at the outlet to Skilak; 
Lake, and 1,997 acres along the 
Moose River. also bought from 
KNA. The Salarnatof and KNA 
purchases became part of the feder
al Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. 

Meanwhile, the Alaska 
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Department of Fish and Game has 
asked The Conservation Fund, a 
national_ land-trust group based in 
Arlington, Va .• to arrange purchas
es with the $1.25 million from the 
Legislature. 

Knowles' announcement 
includes the first two such purchas
es -the 17 -acre Lowe tract at Mile 
I 0 of the Kenai River, and the 22.7-
acre Tall Timbers tract at Mile 14.5 
on the Kenai River. 

The Lowe parcel, bought for ·· 
$51,000, is mostly wetlands. and 
includes 1.500 feet of riverfront. 
The Tall Timbers parcel, bought for 
$450,000, includes 3,600 feet of 
riverfront. 

Brad Meiklejohn. AlaSka repre
sentative for The Conservation 
Fund, said two more deals totaling 
roughly $350,000 are pending. The 
fund has several others in mind to 
use the remainder of the state's 
$1.25 million. In total, lhe money 
should buy about 200 acres along 
the Kenai River. he said. 

Fish and Game habitat biologist 
Mark Kuwada said the Tall Timbers 
and Lo~e parcels will remain unde
veloped. Whether they're opened 
for public access or sport fishing 
depends on a future assessment of 
what the habitat will withstand. he 
said. 

The future of River Ranch and 
other small state parcels acquired 
through the EVOS trustees depends 
on management agreements 
between Fish and Game and the 
Department of Natural Resources, 
he said. Those have yet to be writ
ten. 

Connie Wolfe. planned giving 
coordinator for the Nature 
Conservancy in Anchorage, said 
the 40 acres along the· Killey was 
donated by brothers Frederick and 
Louis Reebs of Bellevue, Wash. It 
was part of land homesteaded in 
1949 by Louis Reebs. It lies along 
a major brown bear migration cor
ridor. The area also provides 
important feeding grounds for 
brown bears, she said. King, sitver 
and pink salmon spawn in the 
Killey. 

The land is inaccessible, she 
said, and lhe Killey there is too shal-
low for motorboats. . 

"It will be managed as a natural 
area,•: she said. "We aren't going to 
encourage or discourage recre
ational use ... 

The Reeb land is one of just two 
parcels the Nature Cohserv.ancy 
owns in Alaska. The other as on 
Lower Talarik Creek by Lake 
Iliamna. . 

Because so much land is pub
.licly owned in Alaska, the Nature 
Conservancy often refers inquiries 
to groups like the Kachemak 
Heritage Land Trust. said Michelle 
Brown of the conservancy's 
Soldotna office. The land trust 
deals largely in conservation ease
ments and already has two such 
easements along the Kenai River. 
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.More land, 
··"'·purchased· . 

·along· river 
··State--bUys. 27 ·acres . 
to· protect Kenai River . ' , 

StaH report 
Alaska Gov. Tony Knowles has 

announced purchase of another 27 acres 
along the.Kenai River to protect fish habitat. 

. The state Department of Fish and Game 
bought the land,· at Mile 17:5 on the river, 
iising some of$ 1.25 million the Legislature 

·appropriated to protect Kenai River habitat · 
from its $50 million share of the Exxon 
Valdez oil spil~. The price of the 27 acres, 
known as t~e "Grubba" parcel, was 
$255,000: . .. ' ' 

"The slo~ghs and wetlands of the lower . 
·Kenai are vital to ·salmon," Knowles said. 
'The Grubba property is outstanding habitat 
that the state will manage carefully for the 
benefit of all Alaskans. Thanks to Dolores 
Grubba, these important wetlands are still 
intact, and now they will be protected in per-
i)etujty. ~· . ' 

· The land includes roughly 750 feet of river 
frontage, grassy wetlands ~nd a slough 
important to young salmon. Fish and Game 
·will manage the land. 
. "Our 'plan to protect habitat is a holistic 

· approach which involves purchasing some 
parcels .and protecting them in perpetuity 
while will providing responsible recreation
al access at other sites," Knowles said. 
· Fish and Game has has asked The 

Conservation Fund, a national lai:u:i-trust 
group based in Arlington, Va.,lo arrange pur
chases with the $1.25 million. The first two 
purchases, the 17-acre Lowe tractat Mile 10 
on the river, and the 22.7-acre Tall Timbers 
tractatMile 14.5,cameearlierthisyear. Brad 
Meiklejohn, Alaska representative for The 
Conservation Fund, said the $1.25 million 
should buy about 200 acres in total. 
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Bixpey Seeks City Donation Of Land. .. 

50 AcreS· Sought For Park 
CITY HALL-A propos- · of the "seismic wave run-up 

at that would add SO acres of area" at the mouth of Mineral 
city-owned land to I 00 acres Creek and was not included in 
of Wayne Blondeau property the city's master plan for an 
at the mouth of Mineral Creek area of development. 
for purc:1ase as a state park Nevertheless; planning 
won the approval of the commissioner Jeny Saylors 
Planning & Zoning had 'some misgivings about 
Commission Wednesday the donation of city property. 
night · _ . · . "It gives the impression the 

Valdez attorney Bill ·city is aiding the sale of for the 
. Bixby, a member of the State owner, the . ultimate benefac-
Park Advisory Board said the tor. Are we pu~ing financial 
donation of SO acres of water- · gain on one person at city 
front property by the city expense?" he asked. 
would "sweeten the pot" Commission Chairman 

It may. be enough, he said, John Fanin, said he would go 
. to convince the Exxon Valdez along with two conditions 
Oil .Spill Trustee Council to attached: 
purchase the adjoining I 00 1. That the trailhead for 
acres owned by !3londeau. · the Shoup Bay trail not tra-

The combined parcel, verse any residential areas. 
Bixby told the commission, 2. That the city's SO acres 
ideally would be operated as a not be "locked up" once donal-
state park. ed. 

He described the site as In the end, the commis-
"prime recreation property, sion voted 6 to 0 .to recom
ideal as a trailhead for the new mend to the city council that· 
Shoup Glacier trail, and a the SO acres be donated for 
launching point for kayakers." park purposes. 

City planner Dave Dengel Bi?lby's appearance before 
· described the SO acres as part the council is phase two of his 

effort to convince the Exxon 
Valdez Trustee Council to 
acquire the property. 

On the first go around, 
according to Bixby, the prop
erty was low-rated by the 
council. 

But Bixby believes that 
community support, in the 
fonn of petitions and letters, 
and the donation of SO adjoin
ing acres, might convince the 
trustee council to give the pro
posal a higher billing. 

The trustee council is 
charged with spending nearly 
$1 billion in settlement funds 
the Exxon Corp. in the wake 
of the 1989 oil spill. The funds 
are dedicated to education and 
restoration projects in the 
spill-impacted areas. 

In a response to Bixby's 
proposal, Molly McCammon, 
executive director of the 
trustee council said, ;'These 
kinds of actions would cer
tainly make acquiring the par
cel more interesting from the 
council's perspective." 

\ 
I 

) 
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·Alaska Coastal 
Currents 

:· By Joe Hunt; 

Funds provide access 
.•.. Kayakers,. boaters, hunters, Council has either protected or 
. ·sport fishing enthusiasts, hikers. reached agreements to acquire 
·,:··~4lmpers, wildlife viewers and more than 2,~00 acres on the 

· J~t about anyone who enjoys the river, including several miles of 
. :9Utdoors will find· new recre- riverbank vital for the successful 
,~ational opportunities in the region rearing of sockeye and king 
<9i:l~ smothered by Exxon Valdez salmon. 
·oil. · Private inholdings ·within 

·,:;.:'Criminal and civil settlements Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge 
with Exxon have provided the · are often found at key access 
~funds to open previously private points, often areas where birds, 
-land for public use and to build bears and fish congregate. The 
new facilities at many of the Council has purchased several ' 
more popular parks and recre- parcels along estuaries, bays and 
ation areas in the oil spill region. salmon streams, providing key 
-~ Through it.S programs to pro-' · access for fishing and hunting as 
teet habitat vital for restoration well as good anchorages for boat
of injured species, the Exxon· ing. 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council · Sometimes, small parcels are. 
has acquired about 1,000 miles acquired primarily for· recre
of shoreline and a half million ational purposes. Near Homer, a 
acres orland; including hundreds rare 220-acre parcel along the 
of miles of sahnon streams .. · bluff, known as the Tulin home-

Public ownership means better steild, has been acquired as a po~
public access. Outfitters and' sible recreation area. Ala.'>ka State 
guides report that kayakers and Parks is managing the land and. 
boaters are discovering. -the although its final uses haven't 
beauty of Eshamy Bay and other been determined, hikers this sum
bays in western Prince William mer made usc of its scenic ac
Sound. Afognak Island State cess to the beach along 
Park was established and Shuyak Kachcinak Bay. 
Island State Park rece~ttly tripled The last remaining head1 site 
in size, ·increasing. recreational on Lowell Point ncar Seward has 
opportunities. been saved from possible dcvci-

An Alaska Marine Park sys· i.lpmcnt and will continue to serve 
lem is emerging in Prince Will· as a fishing beach, launch site (or 
iam Sound, utTering nl.!w fadli- kayaks and intertidal dassrnom. 
tics for boaters. Thl.! Dcp;~rtment · ·The site has long heen used by 
of Natural Resources is using. teachers, particularly from. the 
funds from the state's criminal Anchorage schools, to provide 
settlement to build hiking trails, lessons in marine biology to linh 
public usc cabins, docks, camp and sixth graders. The state parks 
sites, 'informational signs. and office has plans to develop the . 
huatluunchcs at .several locations site to provide par.king. toilets 
throughout Prince William and access to the Caines Head 
Sound, the Kenai ~cninsula and coastal trail. 
the Kodiak Archipelago. 

The Kenai Ri vc r is the. eco
nomic l.!nginc fur hoth the sport 
lishing and .cnmnl<:rcial fishing 
industries on the Kenai Pcninsul;.~ 
and protecting hahitat :tlun~ the 
riwr is strongly suppmtc:J hy 
both inJustric:s. Allogl.!thcr, the 

Joe Hunt reporttd an tht 
£r:mn Valdez. nil spill for Tlte 
Anchorage Times. He currt'ntfy 
serves as cnmmunicatiniiJ nwr· 
dinatar for the E:o:mr Vafdr:: Oil 
Spill Trustus Council. ll'lticlt 
Jpmrsors this saies. 
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Spill.funds increase recreational opportunities 
Editor's note: It has been eight years since the 
Exxon Valdez ran aground in Prince William 
Sound, spilling nearly 11 millions gallons of 
Alaska crude oil. Time has since told quite a lot 
about the spill's long-term effects. To help tell 
the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the. 
ongoing recovery within the spill region. 

By JOE HUNT 

Kayakers, boaters, hunters, sport fishing 
· ·enthusiasts, hikers, campers, wildlife viewers 
· and just about anyone who enjoys the out
door~ will find new re<.:reational opportuni
ties in tl1e region once smothered by Exxon 
Valdez oil. 

Criminal and civil settlements with Exxon 
have provided the funds to open previously 
private land for public use and to build new 
facilities at many of the more popular parks 
and recreation areas in the oil spill region .. 

Through its programs to protect habitat 
vital for restoration of injured species, the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has 
acquired about 1,000 miles of shoreline and a 
half million acres of land, including hun
dreds of miles of salmon streams. 

Public ownership means better public 
a<.:cess. 

·Outfitters and guides report that kay akers. 
and boaters are discovering the beauty of 

Eshamy B:~y 
and· other 
bays in we~t
ern Prince 
William 
Sound. •

A~ 
c~~· 

- c~ 
A f 0 g n a k _..,_.,_.. .. f.Da!Nmll ... 

Island State . 
Park was established and Shuyak Island State 
~ark re<.:ently tripled in size, increasing recre
ational opportunities. 
- An Alaska Marine Park system is emerg
ing in Prince William Sound, offering new 
facilities for boaters. The Department of 
Natural Resources is using funds from the 

. state's <.:riminal settlement to build hiking 
trails, public use cabins, docks, ca~p sites, 
informational signs and boat launches at sev
eral locations throughout Prince William 
Sound, the Kenai Peninsula and the Kodiak 
An.:hipelago. · 

1ltc Kenai River is the economic engine 
for both the sport fishing and commerciill 
fishing industries on the Kenai Peninsula and 
protecting habitat along the river is strongly 
supported by bo.th industries. Altogether, the 
council has either protected or reached agree
ments to acquire more than 2,500 acres on 
the river, including several miles of river
bank vital for the successful rearing of sock
eye and king salmon .. 

Private inholdings within Kodiak National 

Wildlife Refuge are often found at key access 
points, often areas where birds, bear and fish 

·Congregate. The council has purchased sever
al parcels along estuaries, bays and salmon 
streams, providing key ac<.:ess for fishing and 
hunting, as well as good anchorages for boat-
in~ · . 

Sometimes, small parcels are acquired pri
marily for recreational purposes. Near 
Homer, a rare 220-acre parcel along the 
bluff, known as the Tulin homestead, has 
been acquired as a possible recreation area. 
Alaska State Parks is managing the land and, 
although its final uses haven't been deter
mined, hikers this summer made use of its 
scenic access to. the beadt along Kachemak 
Bay. · 

The last remaining beach site on Lowell 
Point near Seward has been saved from pos~ 

. sible development and will continue to serve 
as a fishing beach, launch site for kayaks and 
intertidal classroom. The site has long been 
used by teachers,· particularly from the 
Anchorage schools, to provide lessons in 
marine biology to fifth- and sixth-graders. 
The state parks office has plans to develop 
the site to provide parking, toilets and access 
to the Caines Head coastal trail. 

Joe 1/unt is communications coordinator 
for the E.uon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees 
Council. 
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Alaska Goastal 
·currents 
By· Jody Seitz . 

Heritage finds a home 
On Kodiak Island, a cultural ing, 'gee I thought we wen: Rus

renaissance has· taken place dur~ sian: I didn't know that all this 
. ing recent years, beginning with was here,"' said Stevens. 

· ·a significant archaeological dis- · A foundation was established 
covery 14 years ago and culmi- to promote all aspects of Alutiiq 
nating with a state-of-the-an re- culture and history and plans 
pository and museum built in were drawn for a cultural center, 
1995. which included a climatically 

People in Kodiak began dream- controlled home for safe storage 
ing about establishing a reposi- of the artifacts. 
tory many ·years ago as interest During the Euon Valda oil 
in traditional culture grew. Ex- spill, several archaeological sites 
cavation of an ancient site along were damaged by oil and van
the Karluk River spurred them dalized by cleanup workers. To 
to accomplish their dream. offset the h:irm, the Exxon 

The tiny village of Karluk Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
lies at tne mouth of the salmon· funded projects to excavate and 
rich Karluk River. In 1983; a preserve some sites. In Kodiak, 

_group of archaeologists led by $1.5 million was dedicated to 
Rick Knecht and his teacher, building a repository as part of 

· Dr. Richard Jordan, began un- the Alutiiq Museum. 
earthing items unseen for hun- The two-year-old musl!um is 
dreds of years and unknown to located in the heart of Kodiak 
modern archaeologiSts. As city. in an area representing more 
several summers went by and than 7,000 year:s of heritage. Thl! 
the collections grew, research museum .staff host educational 
was expanded to inc'lude other. events and provide logistical sup
parts of the island. Interest in ·port and professional expertise 
traditional culture surged. for archaeological and historical 
Alutiiq Museum Curator Amy projects. 
Steffian said. The collection includcs more 

"It brought back a tremendous. than 100,000 cultural items -
feeling of pride and interest in from ancient anifacts to census· 
traditional culture." she said. records. photographs, an. and pri-

Rita Stevens, of the Kodiak vatc collections. 
Area Native Association, was at It is unique. even among tribal 
a meeting where some of the ar- repositories nationwide, Steffian 
tifacts from the Karluk dig were said. "We're able to take the best 
revealed publicly for the first of everything and put it together 
time. in one facility so that the goals 

"I remember the archaeolo- of archaeology and the dreams 
gists <.:oming to town and hav- and wishes of Native Ameri<.:an 
ing a special meeting up at the people can be jointly pursued," 
senior center," she said. "A lot said Steffian. 
of the Native people came to that 
talk and got to actually see these 
incredible artifacts from the 
Karluk. It was really an awak
ening of what a rich artistic and 
civilized culture we had in the 
past that we didn't cven know 
about. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio program. These
ries iJ sponsored by the £uon 
Valde: Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to prov,ide information about res
toration activities within the spill 

"I rcmcmhcr one woman say· region. 
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Kodiak r11useum reaching into _the distant past 
By JOdy Seltz Coastal currents 
ForTheTmes ... 

The two-year-old Alutiiq Musewn the material before the site was ulti
is reaching back thousands of years mately destroyed by winter storms." 
and bringing the past home to During the nexttwo summers the 
Kodiak. The museum staff aims not excavation added thousands of pieces 
only to educate people, but to salvage to the museum's collection, preserv
and study Alutiiq prehistoric sites ing the best view of late prehistoric 
before they disappear. Alutiiq culture that there is, according 

. The museum's first major archae- to Steffian. · 
ological project was in the fall of 'There's no other site like this site 
199S. Archaeologists revisited the that we kJlow of yet. We're talking 
weU-kno\vn Karluk I site to salvage wooden artifacts, in addition to the 
its remaining treasures before they .. normal bone and ivory, human hair, 
were swept away by the· e~oding fiber and basketry, botanical remains, 
effects of the Karluk River. leaves, bumblebees. You name it, it 

J{arluk I was special among was preserved in that.site," said 
archaeologiCal sites throughout the Steffian. · 
world. It was continuously occupied The museum is also an education
for more than I ,O<Xl years. Many al jumping off point· for the Dig 
items were preserved that normally Afognak program located on south
do not survive the ravages oftime and em Afognak Island. People come to 
weather. the m!15Cum,leam about Alutiiq cui-

By 1995, th¢ site was rapidly tilreandartifacts,seewhat'shappen
eroding. Many rare artifacts were ing in the museum and then go out 
being thrown into a lagoon and dete· and participate in the excavation. 
riorating, rotting in the muck of the lbree doctoral students are cur-
Karluk River. rently working on the rug. Last sum-

Museum archaeologists did a mer, 56 students participated in a 
reconnaissance. "We picked up "spirit camp" at the site. 
everything we could find that was "We'd .had so many of those 
lying in the river," said Museum · school age children in the museum, 
Curator, Ainy Steffian, "and then we and they'd seen artifacts and handled 

· excavated portions of the site to save them. But to put those kids in a pit 
with an archaeologist and be the first 

one to scrape off and touch an ulu in 
500 years - that was pretty mind
boggling to some of those young
sters," said Steffian. 

The museum also attracts collec
tions on loan. Using a grant from the 
National Endowment . for the 
Humanities, the museum is working 
with the Anchorage Museum of 
History and Art to bring a 
Smithsonian collection to Kodiak. It 
consists of many items of Alutiiq 
clothing, weaponry, masks apd other 
items of traditional culture collected 
in the late 1800s. 

Elders will be involved in creat
ing the displays of the cultural 
objects. For Rita Stevens, of the 
Kodiak Area Native Association, that 
lends poignancy to the show. 

'They'll try and remember how 
it was in their family or passed down • 
traditionally the different things that 
the C!!tifacts were used for, said 
Stevens: "l'm just so excited that 
there will be the input of the Native 
people so it becomes more alive, 
more real when they're typing out 
the descriptions of the things that will 
be on display." 

The exhibit, called "Looking 
Both Ways," is scheduled for May 
1999. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currems radio progranL 



St.eholders' ideas ma)4jlav.e hurdles to, .. ov 
by Hal Spence tions if there was no legal restriction or if it 
Staff Wri1er didn't have a funding requirement." 

A citizens' panel has served up a dozen . She said two recommendations -that 
recommendations . for ways to improve DNR 's Division of Oil and Gas consider 
future state oil and gas lease-sale practices the aesthetic appeal of permanent structures 
and boost public confidence in the process and their compatibility with surrounding 
by ensuring greater disclosure of the poten- areas where there are no local zoning laws, 
rial impacts on residents of the Cook Inlet and a proposal for tax breaks to companies 
basin. conducting water quality monitoring pro-

The 11-member Stakeholders Group jects- would require legislative action. 
delivered its report to Natural Resources She said DNR has no zoning power 
Commissioner John Shively on Thursday and couldn't do anything like require com
of last week afler reaching consensus on the patibility. As to the tax issue, Phillips said 
12 recommendations during a month of she doesn't know how lawmakers would 
hearings and deliberations. Panel members react 
said they expect the recommendations to Shively said this week he would try to 
become policy. implement the recommendations he could. 

"We understand that these consensus - "My commitment to (the stakeholders) 
items will be implemented by your depart- was that we would implement them," he 
ment (Alaska Department of Natural s~id Monday. .. · 
Resources)," the panel wrote Shively. The tax-credit recommendation also 

Whether some or all the recommenda- was supported by an; earlier stakeholders 
panel - formed in February in the wake of 

tions will get that far is unclear, because at state Lease Sale SSA held in December .of 
least some will require legislative action. 
Earlier this year, Sen. Dnle Pearce, R- .last year. Shively said that implementing it 

· Anchorage, blocked an effort .to fund the would require a change in state law. 
stakeholder process ·According 
itself, calling Gov. to Shively's 
Tony Knowles.· ini- "It's always a good idea aide, Patty 
tiative "unwarrant- (0 see hOW 0. fher· S • .Bielawski, the 
ed" and counter to VleW Department of 

h d · " Revenue is recent legislative W at you are Olng. 
efforts to stream- working on 
line the state leas- - John Shively possible statu-
ing policy and pro- tory amend-
teet it from delays. ments that 

would clear the way for such tax .credits. 
She said Knowles had "taken a major That puts the issue squarely in the 

step backwards" in initiating the stakehold- Legislature's lap. 
er process. She said it was likely to invite Budget constraints also could preclude 
"delays, appeals and litigation" in the implementing some recommendations. 
course of holding future lease sales. "We are on reasonably good grounds 

Pearce was in England this week and as far as the recommendations we got." 
unavailable for comment. However, House Shively said. 
Speaker Gail Phillips, R-Homer, on However, some of the public-notice 
Tuesday took issue with the stakeholders' suggestions could be costly, he said. 
presumption of implementation. For instance, the stakeholders recom-

"This causes me a great deal of prob- mended DNR adjust its internal budget to 
lems," Phillips said. "The stakeholders accommodate efforts at better and more 
group is advisory to the commissioner. The effective advertising of lease-sale proce
commissioner made it clear he would con- dures. including raising the current commu-

. ' . . 

"notice" of sales and their preliminary hear
ings to one of "'advertising'.:. targeted 
toward soliciting participation" by the pub
lic. 

There were recommendations concern
ing surface entry and· private property 
rights, including a requirement· that land 
owners· within a half-mile of a planned 
lease get notification complete with a list of 
responsibilities and rights and procedures 
to follow in asking for reconsideration by 
the commissioner as well as how to proceed 
as an aggrieved party. . .· ·: 

Stakeholders also suggested that cour
tesy notices of the exploration and develop
ment operational plans which come out of a 
lease· sale be given to adjacent property 
owners. 

Such efforts may require additional 
funding, Shively said, but probably would 
be implemented eventually. 

One notification issue on which the 
stakeholders failed to agree concerned · 
announcements hy state agencies when 
petroleum companies actually apply· for 

. exploration and development permits. 
Shively said. Those permit requests typical
ly run through the state's coastal zone man
agement process, which has its own public 
notification procedure. 

"Individual agencies may or r,nany not 
publicly notice their individual permits," 
Shively said. · 

Phillips said she thinks there is merit to 
the notification recommendations. 

~ "I don't have any problems on the pro
posals on notification and things like that. I 
think that is something that is necessary and 
something that needed to be done," she 
said. · 

Other areas where agreement could not 
. be reached included whether specific areas 
should be removed from the areawide sale, 
and possible changes in surface entry rules, 
such as whether certain areas should be off
limits to surface entry. 

"'lbose are things we will have to look 
at," Shively said. 

Another recommendation likely to 
need legislative approval was a suggestion 
that the state seek funding for a water-data 
·• ··~·,._~,...~.-.,\f •••. ,,;,,,•t frt'HH fht'" r:Y,(\f't 

------------------------------------------------------------· 

Valdez Oi.l Spill Trustee Council. The,,; 
mbney would be used to address the health:"i 
of critical watersheds in Cook Inlet and·,, 
Prince William Sound. 

Council fur.ujing decisions must also.: 
get the OK from the Legislature, or at least~~ 
the Legislative Budget and Audit·' 

. Committee, Shively said.· · · 
The panel also has recommended:.;~ 

changes in the way DNR addresses mitiga· 
tion measures. 

Stakeholders also asked that a 60·day 
comment period for the prelimina~t 
interest finding issued for the Coo~et 
areawide lease sale be extended to 90 days. 
that Alaska· make an effort to encourage 
local hire, that better maps be made avail
able giving property owners and other resi
dents pertinent information, that the state 
encourage conservation measures to reduce 
hydrocarbon emissions and encourage 
research into alternative energy sources. 

. Shively praised the stakeholders' 
efforts and the process, but said it might 
have been more thorough. 

"I think it's been beneficial," he said. 
"It's always a good idea to see how others 
vic;.w what Y'l."t ffCf!oi,ng. I$: an S:~~~sive 
process, and we'didn't have the money to 
do it ao; fullv ao; wr miJ!hl have." 



One-time state biologist pi.cked. t_o 
By JON LITTLE . 
Daily News Peninsula Bureau 

SOLDOTNA - The Alaska 
SeaLife Center has named a 
recently retired state biolo
gist as interim director to 
guide the one-of-a-kind facili
ty through its May opening. 

The center's board on 
Wednesday named Kim 
Sundberg as interim director 
while it begins a nationwide 
hunt for a permanent leader. 

Sundberg is no stranger to 
the SeaLif; Center. He has 

had a hand in its design and 
budget since late 1993 as a· 
rep-resentative of the state 
Department of Fish and 
Game. . 

"It's a real natural for 
him," said Maureen Sims, a 
member of the center's man
agement team. "We don't 
need to bring somebody up to 
speed. He's already_ there." 

He will replace John B. 
Hendricks, the center's first 
executive director, who re
si~fd late last week citing 

personal reasons. Hen-dricks 
had been on board for a year. 
He was credited with assem
bling a staff of experts and 
leading the $55 million .pro
ject through an intense peri
od of construction, which 
should be essentially com-

, plete by Thanksgiving. 
Sundberg's role will be to 

see the facility through its 
transition from construction 
to daily operation, Sims said. 
The center's governing board 
now rill look for a director 

run Alaska .Sea life Center 
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who has a strong background 
not only in budgets and staff 
management, but also in re
search. 

"The facility is different 
from any other because of its 
research and scientific com
ponent," Sims said. '"Others 
are more. oriented toward 
public visitation." 

The 115,000-square-foot 
facility on the shore of Resur
rection Bay in Seward is the 
first cold-water· marine re
search c~pter in the Western 

.I 

Hemisphere, managers say. 
It will combine rehabilitation 
with research and visitor ed
ucation. And it will be home 
to Steller sea lions, harbor 
seals and a variety of 
seabirds. 

It is being built with $37.5 
million from settlements re
lated to the Exxon Valdez oil 
spilL Another $17.5 million in 
revenue bonds were sold to 
cover the rest of construction 
and other costs. 

A 20-ye~! biologist with 

.. 

Fish and Game,. Sundberg 
had recently retired and was . 
tracked down while he and 
his wife were visiting family 
in the ·Pacific Northwest, 
Sims said. "They. were kind 
enough to adjust their plans 
for the next six or seven 
months to come back." 

In 1996, Sundberg was rec
ognized by the Seward Asso
ciation of Marine Science for 
his commitment to the SeaL- · 

ife.Center. 
"During his three-year in

volvement, he led the scien
tific and educational work 
groups that developed the 

center's programs and was 
instrumental in guiding this 
project through the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council process," said Jack 
Scoby, the SeaLife Center 
board president.· 
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Sea life Cer.·.Jr awards indo_or exhibitry bid 
By Eric Fry 

LOG Staff 

It stans with underwater pho
tographers recording kelp in 
Resurrection Bay and will end with 

'We're trvl.ng to integrate the senses and a sense 
of p'lay·into the'iearning experience.' 

-Vicki Seigel 

people in puffin costumes popping photographs of them and text about They require interactions with 
out of eggs. their weight, height, vocalizations researchers and staff. "People will 

As construction begins on the and diving abilities. find their visits will be only half· 
indoor exhibits at the Alaska But they also includes messages passive," Peterson said. 
SeaLife Center, staff members are about their endangered condition. That's where the Sealife 

· brainstorming the programs that "They are big but fragile. In Alaska Center's discovery staff comes in. 
will make up a big part of the visi- young Steller sea lions compete "We're trying to integrate the sens
tors' experience. with other marine mammals and es and a sense of play into the learn· 

They're thinking of hands-on fishennen for food .... In 1970 there ing experience," said discovery pro
science and art projects, video com-. were .1 07.000 Stellers here, now gram designer Vicki Seigel. 
munications with researchers, there are 20,000." Their goal is to have some kind 
microscopes connected to video BIOS staJTers read up on the sci- of program every half hour at vari
.screens. and puppet shows and skits, entific literature, talked to aquarium ous locations for I 0-20 minutes, 
such as a baby puffin emerging from· workers, and photographed under "going into a liule more depth about 
an egg. water in Resurrection Bay to learn the exhibitry," Pfeiffenberger said. 

"It will be almost impossible to about the environments the tanks "We'll have hands-on science, 
walk in and not encounter someone would display, Peterson said. too," said Leslie Peart, discovery 
to explain and enhance the experi- . When visitors enter the SeaLife education director. "We're operat· 
ence," said Jim Pfeiffenberger, coor- Center's lobby and go up an escala- ing on the philosophy you'll bring 
dinator of the Oi5covery Program, tor to the second floor, which is your own special talents to the study 
the education component of the cen- · · where the exhibits begin, they'll see of science." 
ter. photomurals on the walls; ·Visitors could see updates on 

The Sealife ·Center recently Then visitors will see introduc- reSearch at the center through videos 
awarded an $884,000 bid to Strand tory videos in a stand-up 1'theater" of the scientists, she said, and 
Hunt Construction for the indoor area. A side gallery will accommo- maybe get real-time infonnation 
exhibits. date changing exhibits. from oceanographic research con· 

The work, which is scheduled The main gallery will have ducted l;>y the Institute of Marine 
for completion in late March. con- tanks, some as large as 3,600 gal- Science. 
sists mainly of manufacturing and Ions, featuring the habitats of pelag- Staff members could usc mobile 
installing tanks with artificial habi· ic fish like herring, lingcod and cabinets to bring natural objects to 
tats, and graphic panels explaining flounder; jellyfish; a kelp forest the public that they could touch, 
the exhibits. with rockJish, crabs and bottom ani· such as. animai skulls and pelts, 

Strand Hunt has subcontracted mats; a "discovery zone" of small Pfeiffenberger said. 
with Visual Images of Portland, animals that can be touched, which They're working on a "See Life" 
Ore., for the graphics, which include overlooks the fish geneiics lab; a tour for school groups, in which stu· 
photographs and text on a framed salmon stream; a series of small dents wilt instrucred in narural his
backing similar to artwork. said Pete tanks showing aspects of the inter- tory and given materials to draw 
Edmonds, project manager for tidal zone such as barnacles and animals. 
Strand Hunt, which is also the gen-

1 
mussels, anemones and algae, arid "We're hoping to really ~p the 

eral contractor for. the Seal.ife sea stars; crabs; and octopus and schools," Seigel said. ElemenW)' 
Center's construction. . . ......... · , woJf eels. . ·· · .. · .. ,.:" · stud.Cn'~_c~QUI~~~:: 

International Concept BIOS has been in business since pet. shows. They're de"veloping a 
Maoagement of Grand Junction, 1972, designi!lg aquarium and zoo mathematics program. related to 
Colo., is malcing the aquarium-like exhibits worldwide. The staff 'is a measurements. 
tanks and their molded and painted mix of biologists, architects and . The daily routine of the SeaLife 
fiberglass habitats, Edmonds said. researchers with a science-writing C~nterjs part of what .they expect 
Service Electric of Seward is doing background. visi'tors will be interested in. The 
the electrical work. "What we bring to it is our animals will be fed when the center 

BIOS: Inc. of Seanle designed knowledge of what people do in is open to visitors. 
the exhibits for $272,000. Company exhibits and what they like to sec," Even the SeaLife Center's con· 
president Jim Peterson said the Peterson said. struction should attract curiosity. 
series of exhibits with their graphics Pait of that is to provide a variety Based on what visitors said during 
show Alaska marine environments, of ways of seeing, such as tele- hard-hat construction tours this 
provide information on research scopes looking out onto summer, they're interested in the 
projects, and explain why the Resurrection Bay, microscopes, and center's life-suppon systems and 
research is needed, "a soft take on large and small tanks, Peterson said. how the artificial habitats were 
resource management." The exhibits aren't intended to made. Pfeiffenberger is making a 

Panels on Steller sea lions have stand alone as displays, he· said. video about the Iauer. 
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Alaska Week in Review 

MurkowSki spill fund 
spending plan sparks battle 

Seri. Fr:I.IlkMurkowski, R-Aiaslu wants 
tight comrob on how proet-eds from 
futur~ investments of E.'C\on Valdez oil 
spill mont'Y arc spent. His effort Ius pro
voked a banle ~ith spill fund trustees. 

The trustees last month asked Congress 
for a change in feder:lllaw to allow money 
from the $900 million senlement to be 
inve:,1ed :it higher rates of interest 

That money is now deposited in a 
court-:J.dministered fund that earns only 
about ; percent interest. Trustees :1re 
convinced they can get a better de~ · 
elsewhere. 

While that's fine \\ith Murkowski, he · 
wants to prescribe how the millions of 
doUars in addition:U interest will be spent. 
_L'nder Murkowski's proposal, none of the 
money could be spent on land acquisi
tions. 

lnstead, the trustee coundl could spend 
the interest windfall only on marine re
search and economic restoration projectc; 
sought by the fishing industry . 

. MoUy McClmmon, executive director 
of the trustee council. is so concerned 
about cOngress horningin on thccot:ncil's 
'responsibilities that she now wants 

·• MurkowskiandCongresstobackoffmak
ing any changes in the invc5tl11ent law. 
C\'en though it could cost Si million or 
m!m in for~one interest this ye-.11'. 

) 

... 
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. Tufted puffins firstbirds at Sea life Center 
By Eric Fry 
LOG Staff 

The Alaska SeaLife Center's first birds arrived in 
Seward in early October. · 

The seven young tufted puffins are staying ai the 
nearby Institute of Marine Sdence until they move into 
the SeaLifc Center in January or February. 

They aren't available for public viewing yet. "We 
want to give them a chance to settle in without a lot of 
fuss," said the SeaLife Center's birds curator Tiffani 
Thompson in a press release. · 

Six of the puffins came from the Oregon Coast 
Aquarium in Newport, Ore., where puffins were bred 
with the intention of sending the chicks to the SeaLife 
Center. The seventh puffin was part of a completed 
research project in Homer. · 

The chicks are several months old and nearly fully 
grown, but they won't have their adult plumage and 
bright orange bills for about three years, said Steve 
Rollins, the SeaLife Center's aviculture supervisor. 
Their sex isn't known because it isn't visible. "You can't 
tell by looking at a bird as to what sex they are," 
Thompson said. Photo COUI1Hy lhl Al.uka SNUfe Center 

. . . When the SeaLife Center is completed, the puffins Young tufted puffins like this one are hanging 
will be exhibited in the enclosed outdoor bird habitat, . out at the Institute of Marine Science before 
where they will live in man-made burrows or ones they . moving into new quarters at the Alaska Sealife 
make themselves, use man-made nest boxes that they Center this winter. 
line themselves, and dive in the I 05,000-gallon pool for 
at least part of their food. . foot-square nest boxes at the ·end of the artificial bur· 

· They'll eat ncodle fish, herring, clams, sqUid, shrimps rows. 
and possibly krill, plus one ftSh that. has been fortified The nests won't be directly visible because the least 
with vitamins to replace nutrients lost by freezing the disrurbance could cause the puffins to abandon their eggs.. 
other fish, Rollins said. · Rollins said But the SeaLife Center might monitor a nest 

Besides feeding the b~ on land, the SeaLife Center box with a video camera, and the public could see the 
will shOO( frozen fish into the water, to simulate the way· bfrds incubating their eggs and feeding their chicks. 
birds would feed on live fish in the Wild. They could have· · Both parents take turns incubating eggs, keeping the 
frozen laiD serycd in ice cubes. chicks warm after birth and feeding them, Rollins said. 

An bubble--creating aerator at the. bottom of the pool By the time the SeaL iCe Center opens to the public in 
will give them something to play with, Rollins. said .. · May 1998, these puffins will be joined by six adults from 
"Birds do really love that stuff. Because they're in a cap- New Yort City's Cenlral Park Zoo and eight adult com
live situation, Y9~ try to enrich their env!ronrnen't," he mon murres from Sea World ofAorida. Rollins said. The 
said. murres will nest on ledges in the habitat. 

· The puffins will have their choice of 46 artificial bur· Besides the IOS,CXX)..gallon pool which is up to 21 112 
rows, from 3 feet to 15 feet in depth, with openings of . ·feet deep, the seabird habitat will have about lOO,CXX> 
varying sizes so that homed puffins don't have to com- . cubic feet of space above ground. The covered and net
pete for space against larger tufted puffins. . .. ted area is 60 feet long by 60 feet wide by 27 feet high. 

One of the main functions of the puffins' bills is to· · The public will be able to walk within part of it and be 
bwTow into dirt. 'The habiw will have dirt IU'eas w.here with the birds. 
they can build their own burrows. "The nicest part about it is you'll actually be able to 
· · 'The birds will be given disinfected nesting materials hear the birds," Rollins said. Bonded birds slap their bills 
like pine needles and leaves, with ¥f~Ch lt)ey'U line their .. together to greet each other. 



Sealife l3nter gets firs~ puffins 
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By MELISSA DeVAUGHN 
Associated Press Writer 

ANCHORAGE (AP) - The 
Alaska SeaLife Center in 

. Seward has taken possession of 
its first permanent residents. 
Seven baby tufled puffins ar
rived earli.er this month. six 
from Oregon and one from 
Homer, and all younger than 2 
months. 

For now, the birds are stay
ing at the. nearby Institute o·f 
Marine Science. feasting on. 
herring. squid, clams and 
shrimp. while a team of artists 
works on an artificial rock 
ledge to look and feellike.the 
birds' natural habitat. 

"The rock goes up about 30 · 
feel or S9, ·and there are bur
rows that are made into the 
rocks so the birds can do their 

1:111 nesting," said Sealife Center 
9 · · spokeswoman · Corinna 
;·:.; .. Quilliam. "Th.e company 
!i! ·. · · painted on sea stars and· mus-
11-4 · · sels and barnacles where the 
~ : water line is .... It looks very 
=: realistic." . 
~ Quilli:1m said the hird cxhihit 
;:~· is nne of the largest on the 
§ West Coast. with a 17,-font- . 
lild: deep. I 05.000-gallon water 

tank. It cost $2.8 million to 
buiid. 

Because the pu rfins arc su 
young. they don't yet look like 
the puffins of calendar photo
graphs, Quilliam said. They 
won't develop their bright sum
mer plumage for another two 
years. And until they begin 
breeding: their sex is unknown, 
too. said Scalife Center bird 
curator. Tiffani Thompson. 

Even though they are indig
enous to Alaska, the .s'ix Or
egon-born birds n'eed to acdi-

mate to the colder temperatures 
in Seward. Thompson said. The 
Homer bird is holding its own. 

"He is very imprinted by hu
mans and actually follows the 
handlers· around and sits on 
their laps;" Quilliam said. 

black oyster catchers,'· 
Quilliam said. "Puffins in gen
eral will be popular because 
they're very bright in the sum-
mer." . 

The center is expecting to re
ceive several mature tufted puf
fins, and other marine birds be
fore its grand opening in May. 

"We're looking at common 
murres, possibly some horned 
puffins and possibly some 

The younger puffins should 
be scllled permanently in their 
new rock homes in January or 
February. The only other mam
mal to be taken in at the center 
was a week-old injured male 
dall porpoise that was rescued 
from Juneau in July. It died less 
than a week later. 
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:sea Life Center 
Takes. In First Birds 

. SEWARD (AP}--The Alaska 

SeaLife Center in Seward has 
·.taken possession of its first per

manent residents. Seven baby 

tufted puffins arrived earlier 

this month,. six from Oregon 
and one from Homer, and all 

younger than 2 months. 
· For now, the birds are staying . 

at the nearby Institute of 

Marine Science feasting on 

herring. squid, clams and 

shrimp, while a team of artists 

works on· an artificial rock 

ledge to look and feel like the 

. birds' natural habitat. 

"The rock goes up about 30 

. feet or so, and there are. bur

rows that are made into the 

rocks so the birds can do their 
nesting," said SeaLife Center 

spokeswoman Corinna 

Quilliam. "The company 

painted on se~ stars and mus

sels and barnacles ..., here the 

water line is .... It looks very 

realistic." 

Quilliam· said the bird exhib

it is one of the largest on the 
West Coast, with a 17-foot

deep; I 05,000-gallon water 

tank.~· It cost . $2.8 million to 

build. 
Because the puffins are so 

young, they don't yet look like 

the puffins of calendar pho

tographs, Quilliam said. They 

won't develop their bright sum

mer plumage for another two 

years. And until they begin 

breeding, their sex is unknown, 

too, said SeaLife Center bird · 

curator Tiffani Thompson . 

Even though they are indige

nous to A Iaska, the six Oregon

born birds need to acclimate to 

the colder temperatures in 

Seward, Thompson said. The 

Homer bird is holding its own. 

·, 
l 
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·· Ho~er Spit cannot be reserved for birds only 
by Bob Cousms . Something is terribly awry with the political unreality succinctly here in Homer. Halibut and black cod IFQs h;IVe 

We here at Devilfish Lagoon like birds as much as that exists here. The Constitution is the most sacred instru- been selectively handed to the good ol' boys. It is no coin
anyone. In fact. [ eatli~e a bird and a lot of Homeroids say ment in the history of man. Without constant vigilance cidence that Tyson is from Arkansas. Nor is it. a coinci-
1 am bird-brained. protecting others' private property rights and others' free- dence that campaign money is traced to communist China. 

I can't, though, imagine a designation of bii'dless Spit doms guaranteed by it, you too will be disenfranchised in Here in Homer I read many bumper stickers expound-
land becoming a ·bird sanctuary. Plovers land here in the · turn. One would think that the media would auend plan- ing to think globally and act locally. Well, here it is. The 
spring, passing through to northern destinations to peck at ning commission meetings and let the public in on the right of free iravel has been extirpated by the Permanent 
the intertidal invertebrates. And yes, a small contingency horrendous considerations being bantered about. Your Fund. Freedom of speech has been abrogated as the Homer 
of spotters arrive with 100-power scopes seeking the rare absence betrays the public's right to know. ·News would not print my last leller to the editor. Private 
and wonderful anomaly that on occasion mistakes these This last City Council election, though attended by property rights are nonexistent anymore. as your view 
mudnars as a fast-food establ_ishmenl. only 25 percent of the eligible voters, assuredly has indi- takes precedence over my right to do as I please on my 

Using this vestige of unreality conjures up the idea cared to your editors that people are able to read between own property. Also, you unanimously grant the marir-
that groping pseudoenvironmentalists would use Exxon commercial use to marine industrially designated parce 
Valdez oil spill money to. further restrict enhancement that you lease out, while expounding through your puppets 
proposals such as our original plan. which was rejected by Your politicians build $60,000 that if. uses arc allowed in one .wnc; they cannot be 
the eminent planning minds at work in City Hall. SWillgsetS in the boondocks ••• al/ allowed in another. lluw ridiculous. Have you ever pon-

This disservice has been propagandized by this news- dered a variance? You yourself .have dedicated marine 
paper's editorial bias in keeping the fam from public the while diminishing the tax industrial property for open-space recreationaJ use. 
scrutiny in an auempt to legitimize the further disenfran· base bv USing oil spill monev fior Your excuses hold no water in the real world of feed-
chiscment of even logical enhancement development J J ing and nurturing children to beconte responsible aduhs. 
scenarios such as our original plans.(to construct a series the birds, and not OUr kids.- Your crooked kids' programs are q'uite obviously aimed at 
of lagoons dribbling into each other. planted with aquatic teaching kids the art of cheatingJo win. YoQr Jealous zealot 
organisms that would h;tve provided a feed source for a politicians have eradicated a Boys and Girls Club op(>ortu-
multitude of birds that are now plucking at the heavy- the lines. Your assertion thm there is no evidence of anti- nity for the Homer lntermeUiate School gym.:::c. 
metal dumpsite that your eminent City Council preserved development claims is as ludicrous as the sick feeling I get h makes me sick to think I was so·naive as to think 
in perpetuity). after reading your propaganda. A lie of omission from the -there was support for a community center where all the 

If you were truly concerned for our fine-feathered media does our whole societal process fatal h;~rm. Our kids' programs could grow and prosper. Instead we have 
friends, you would have welcomed our original enhance- children's blood will assuredly be spilled because of your buill more bureaucracy and expanded the waste of public 
ment plans with open. arms and you would have done :~genda. resources as the wood-noored Homer Intermediate School 
something about the axles and who knows what that pro- Just look at the breaches or Constitutionally guaran- gym sits dark and idle. Your politici;ms build $60,000 · .. 
trude from the beach at the satellite dish easy chair TV. . teed rights you have let slide. Complacency in engineering swingsets in the boondocks ... all the while diminishing·· 
Talk about liability at old dump sites! the downfall of our democracy was warned in Benjamin the tax base by using oil spill money. for the birds, and 

I have found that reality comes from a distinct sense Franklin's statement, "a free press is a free people." not our kids. - ' 
of honesty :~nd the will to act on it. The lagoon construct- Where were you when the planning department tried Many more Constitutional guarantees have been abro-. 
ed by Herndon and Thompson on their mitigation acres is to take two 50~foot swaths out of our.property two months gated, but. writin·g this down has made me sick. and you 
a prime example of the kinds of enhancement possibilities ago? Who are you protecting and for .,.,hat end? In a state idiots don't really deserve the rest of_ my day. Homer is for 
that exist. This enhancement lagoon has not enjoyed the where the government owns 95 percent of the land and the the birds.· · 
light of day in your paper. Let us suggest that it is not the Sierra Club pumps SIOO million into its environmental P.S. The freedom of speech thing continues. I spoke to 
birds that you protect. rather the rape and destruction of defense fund to do things such as file frivolous lawsuits the City Council once about the Boll cover-up. Since then, 
private enterprise with any handy excuse. In the construe· against road accesses arid the like, and with a media whose when I report stolen items. no police come to investigate 
tion of Devilfish Lagoon, we had no alternative but to owners already got theirs. there needs despera~ely to be an as I've lost my generator and a crab block, and it took two 
design an outright allowed use of our three acres of effective opposition to heavy-handed pseudoenvironmen- months to get a truck hauled from the right-of-way in front 
homestead. or lose our property. Personally, I am having tal ism that is used to disenfranchise the heritage we inher- of our lagoon. 
fun preserving Alaska's marine. heritage here. and my ited from Charlemagne and that millions have died for. 
kids enjoy paddling and swimming in the summer and We have, in this state. eroded our children's opportu-
skating in the winter. - nities to the state of abject poverty. This can be felt most 

Bob Cousins owns property 011 the Homer Spit which 
he calls De1•ilfish Lt1gmm. 

.~; 
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Farmers to meet . 
. The setting of the annual gather- . 

ing of aquatic fanners from across 
· the state in Seward this year is sym-
. bolic of the importance to the indus
try of the ~ently completed shell- · 

. fish hatchery. The highlight of the 
·· . ~ meeting will be tours of the facility, · · 

· which is one of the most modem 
. shellfish hatcheries in the United 

States. 
.. · I recently visited Taylor United 
m Shelton, Wash., the country's 
largest bivalve farm, and was struck 
by how its hatchery paled in com
parison to the facility in Seward. The 
Alaslca hatchery surely is capable of 
producing seed shellfish to stock the 
kind of crops that will allow our 
farms to grow and prOSJ>!=r like our 
counterparts in Washington and. 
British Columbia 

. -~~~~.make~. the J~cility -~ven .. 
m~ Important to·our·developing~ 
industry is the research and develop- . . 
ment component, which will allow 
farmers to work independ~ntly on 
projects in pre-production phases. 
The Mariculture Technical Center 
will operate separately from the 
hatchery, but it is completely depen
dent upon the utilities, water flow 
·and physical plant operations of the 
adjoining conunercial operation. 

Our delight will naturally be tem
pered by theJact that the completed 
facility still lacks an operator. After 
watching the state and Qutekcak 
ShellfiSh Hatchery negotiate for whar 
seems like years over a contract to 
lease the hatchery, we are anxious to 
get the issue settled and the hatchery 
up and running. 

·, 

Expansion of our industry hinges 
upc;>n develqpment of new conuner
cial crops of shellfish beyond our 
high-quality oysters we produce with 
great labor and expense. Less labor
and capital-intensive species such as 
littleneck clams, purple-hinged rock 
scallops'and geoduck clams will~ 
vide us with high-value products to 
sell to eager markets. Many of us 
have invested in the infrastructure 
and gained the knowledge necessary 
to make .these new operations a real
ity. All we need is commercial 
sources of seed. 

The potential of the new hatch
ery is great Let's not let that promise 
become as empty as the new build
ing~ 

On behalf of the industry, I'd like 
to extend an invitation to you and 
other local officials to attend the 
annual meeting of the Alaskan 
Shellfish Growers Association on 
Nov. 7-8: 

Rodger Painter 
Vice-president 

Alaskan Shellfish Growers 
Association 

Juneau 

,, 
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Panel· drops Native land•ciClim rider 
Budget bill moves minus Lake Clark provision 
By STEVE RINEHART Under Stevens' provision, if the dispute 
Oa•ly News reporter . went to court, the case would start from 

A U.S. House-Senate conference commit· scratch and the key disputed land agreement 
tee has dropped a legislative rider from the "shall be construed as an agreement for the. 
Interior Department budget bill that would benefit of Alaska Natives" in accord with fed
have bolstered Native corporations' claims to eral trust responsibilities to American lndi· 
.30,000 acres of Cook Inlet coastline now man- ans. . 
aged a!J part of Lake Clark National Park. ·, .CIRI had hailed the move, but it alarmed 

The budget bill, which moved out of the federal land managers· and conservation 
committee Wednesday, holds money for sev- groups. They said it could lead to the improp
eral park projects in Alaska. Few details were er. transfer of about 30,000 acres of Cook Inlet 
available Thursday, but according .to the Na- coastline- now managed as part of the na
tional Park Service, the bill includes $4.2 mil- tiona! park- to private ownership. 
lion to buy the historic Kennecott Mine in The land at issue comprises most or the ac- · 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park near Me- cessible public land along the Inlet's wild 
Carthy and a $2.2 million pass-through grant west coast south from Tuxedni Bay to Chinit· 
to help build an Alaska Native Heritage Cen- na Bay. 
ter in Anchorage. The budget bill as it now stands will not set· 

The Lake Clark land provision had been of· tie th~ land claim, but will set the stage for a 
rered by Senate Appropriations Chairman. resolution in or out of court. According to the 
Ted Stevens, R-Alask.a. He said he did so· to Interior Department, it will grant CIRI and its 
resolve a 20-year-old Native land claim that . villages an additional year in which to file a 
has resulted in a dispute between the Interior lawsuit over the land. It says that if the case 
Department and Cook Inlet Region Inc., along goes to court, "any party may introduce any 
with several of its member villages. relevant evidence." 

CIRI. President Carl Marrs said Thursday 
he is glad to see that language. "There is sub
stantial information, volumes of it fact, from 
the villages," he said, which supports their 
claims to the land. CIRI's role is to obtain the 
land and then immediately reconvey it to the 
village corporations. 

Marrs said that if the Interior Department 
won't transfer the land, the villages are pre
pared to go to court. 

• Please see Page 8·3, LAND RIDER 

. < 
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. SALES: Panel offers.suggestions for oil, ga~ leases 
~ ' ' 

I C t. d 1 p 6 1 1 Confusion over just what ronmental Conservation . on 1nue rom . age - . d . . . . 1s -an 1sn't up for sale was Commtssioner Gene Burden. 
. tion, since ·the best interest one of the points the panel Their recommendations 
finding covers 5.3 million sought to clear up. It suggest- :will guide the_· state's ap
acl·es where 60 percent of the ed detailed maps that will let proach to Oil and Gas Lease 
state's population lives,"· said the public· know not only Sale 85, a new breed of lease 
Stacey Marz, Cook Inlet is- what's.for sale but ·also near• sale that covers a huge re
sues coordinator for Trustees· by · critical habitat areas, gion, from Houston to An
for Alaska, an environmental: ·.refuges and whether those chor Point, and will be reo f
law firm that had one repre- areas have drilling restric- ' fered each summer for 10 
sentative on the panel. tions. · . years. The shift away from 

While the state does plan The· pan~l was_ assembled smaller sales was made pos-
on issuing findings for most by Gov. Tony Knowles to rep- sible by a law enacted last 
of the Cook Inlet basin, ()nly resent .a divers~ group of in~ . year by the Legislature. 
about half the area it· studies, · terests, among them environ- · . The panel agreed that the 
2.5 million acres, will be up .. 'me~talists, the oil ·industry, waters of SouthcentraJ Alaska 
for lease. The rest of the min- . Native."villages,. private prop- are so critical to the region's 
eral rights are already -erty. owners, comm~rcial health and economy that the 
·leased, are within state parks fish.ermen an~ ~ou~ism-based state should immediately find 
or are in the hands of the fed- busmesses. Like a Jury, these a way to compile the vast ex
eral government, Native cor- stakeholders had to agree on isting watershed data- inCor
porations or the state's Men- each· point. T.heY.· were led by mation from oil · companies, 
tal Health T.-ust. ·. former Department of Envi- water well logs and past stud-

. ~ ·. ::t. h • " ... '.· • • .. :i'\,' . -----· -----------. 

ies by the state, federal gov
ernment and others. 

It urged the Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill Trustee Council to 
consider funding the project. 

The idea makes sense to 
Department of Natura!' Re
sources Commissioner John 
Shively, who said he's been 
looking into it since the first 

· panel meetings last winter. 
"What impressed me dur

ing the first stakeholders 
meeting was how m1-1ch data · 
there is," Shively said. "It just 
sits there; nobody uses it." 

The panel failed to reach 
consensus on a lot of points, 
Shively said, but some of 
those may still fiml their way 
into state policy. 

Lease Sale 85 is scheduled 
for April1999. 
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COurt Ch3llenge Halts EVOS Land Sale 
KENAI (AP)--A land pur~ 

chase on the Kenai Peninsula 
approved by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council has been blocked, for 
now at least. by a court chal
lenge. 

Kenai Native Association 
shareholder James Showalter 
contends the group is trying to 
sell land to the trustee council 
that it is holding in trust. for 
him. · 

wildlife habitat. 
About two-thirds of KNA 

shareholders approved the 
deal in an ·advisory election 
last spring, and the associa
tion's board added its 
endorsement in March. But 
now, Showalter said some of 
the land is his. 

On Nov. II, 1971, Showalter 
filed for about 60 acres at the 
mouth of Stephanka Creek 

.. We're not attacking the 
deal. We're just trying to get 
Jim his land," Tucker 
Thompson, Showalter's attor- . 
ney, said. ''We're just trying 
to make sure KNA doesn't 

. sell something Jim owns." 
The deal would transfer 

3,254 acres in KNA land 
selections to · the Kenai 
National Wildlife Refuge, pay 
the association $4.4 million 
from the Exxon trustees, give 

under the 1906 Native 
. Allotment Act. In 1976, when 

KNA made its land selections 
due under the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, It filed 
on top of Showalter's claim. 

' ' 

: it five acres the U.S. Fish & 
.Wildlife Service owns in Old 
Town Kenai and lift restric
tions blocking development 
from I 5,500 acres of KNA 
land. 

The deal, portions ofwhich 
. Congr~ss and the Clinton 
administration approved last 
year, also would protect 
3 7 .ooo· acres of federal land 
adjacent to Kanuti National 
Wildlife Refuge for fish and 
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... La~suit stalls Exxon Valde~ purchase 
.~ j·f ~' . ' . '.! ' • 

for. Kenai refuge 

KENAI (~P) - A land pur
chase on the Kenai Peninsula ap
proved by 'the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council has been 
blocked, for now at least, by a 
court challenge. 

Showalter's auorney, said. 
"We're just trying to make sure 
KNA doesn't sell something Jim 
owns." 

The deal, portions of which 
Congress and the Clinton admin· · 
istration approved last year, also 
would protect 37,000 acres of 
federal land adjacent to Kanuti 
National Wildlife Refuge for fish 
and wildlife habitat. Kenai Native Association 

shareholder James Showalter 
contends the group is trying to 
sell land to the trustee council 
that it is holding in trust for him. 

"We're not auacking the deal. 
We're just trying to get Jim his 
land.'' Tucker Thompson. 

The deal would transfer 3.254 
acres in KNA land selections to 
the Kenai National Wildlife Ref
uge, pay the association $4.4 mil
lion from the Exxon trustees, give 
it five acres the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service owns in Old 
Town Kenai and lift restrictions 
blocking development from 
15.500 acres of KNA land. 

About two-thirds of KNA 
shareholders approved the deal in 
an advisory election last spring. 
and the association's board added 
its endorsement in March. But 
now, Showalter said some of the·· 
land is his. 

its land selections due under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act, it filed on top of Showalter's 
claim. 

"KNA felt it had to clear the 
interests of individual allotment 
claims.'· Thompson said. "There 
were several. James wasn't the 
only one." 

Thompson thinks the others 
sold their land rights to KNA. But 
Showalter wouldn't sell until 
KNA agreed to hold II acres of 
family land in trust for him. That 
property includes a cabin that's 
been in Showalter's family since 
the 1930s, Thompson said. 

. Showalter relinquished his allot
ment claim in December 1977. 

On Nov. 1 I, 1971, Showalter 
filed for about 60 acres at the 
mouth of Stephanka Creek un
der the 1906 Native Allotment 
Act. In 1976, when KNA made 

Thompson said he can find no 
signed agreement, hut he has a 
hand-drawn map from KNA 's 
files showing the area KNA was 
to hold for Showalter. 

"There have been wriuen 
acknowledgements hy KNA," he 
said. "There may be discrepan
cies as to the terms of the deal. 
but there's no question that there 
was a deal.'' ~ 

Bruce Gagnon, an attorney rep
resenting KNA, said the corpo
ration thinks it has no obligation 
to transfer the land to Sho\O(alter. 
There's no written agreemcnl, he 
said . 

KNA plans to file for summary 
judgment, Gagnon said. 

,,/ 

', 
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"' EVOS. land purchase 
gets stalled by lawsuit 
KNA shareholder says some of the land is his . 
By DOUG LOSHBAUGH filed shortly after the KNA board~ 
Peninsula Clarion approved the deal last spring. 

Showalter claims KNA is trying to 
One of the biggest ·land purchas- sell land it agreed to hold in trust for 

es approved by the Exxon Valdez him. 
Oil. Spill Trustee Council is now "We're not attacking the deal. 
stalled by a challenge· in Kenai We're just trying to get Jim his 
SuperiorCoun. . land," said Tucker Thompson, 

:. • ·The deal would transfer 3,254 ·Showaher's attorney. "We're just 
acres in KNA land selections to the trying to make sure KNA doesn't 
Kenai National Wildlife ·Refuge, selJ something Jim owns." 
pay Kenai Natives Association Inc. . Fish and Wildlife, which man· 

· $~:4 'inn lion· from the :Exxon .. ;·.:&ge5 the refuge, is standing clear. 
·· trustees, give it five acres the U.S. "We don't want anybody to nor 

Fish .and Wildlife Service owns in get what they're entitled to," said 
Old Town Kenai, and lift restric· Steve Shuck, a Fish and Wildlife 
tions blocking development from realty specialist. "We'd like to 
IS,SOO acres of KNA land. make a deal with KNA, too." 
· ·. ·The act approved by Congress Shuck said the land purchase is 
also would protect 37,000 acres for at appraised market value, and if 
federal land adjacent to Kanuti · Showalter prevails, Fish and 
National Wildlife Refuge for fish· Wildlife may have to renegotia~ 
and wildlife habitat: · · .. the deal with KNA. He wasn't sure 
· But the whole deal is on hold, . if revisions would require approval 

pending resolution of the lawsuit from Congress and the president 
KNA shareholder J aines Showalter See KNA, page A-5 
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Shareholder's claim. 
blocks KNA land sale 

·The Associated Press· 

KENAI - One of the land 
purchases approved by the 

. Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council has ·been 
blocked, for now at leasf, by a 
court challenge. 

Kenai Native Associa.tion · 
shareholder James Showal
ter contends the group is try
ing to sell land to the trustee 
council that it is holding in 

· trust for him. 
The deal would transfer 

· 3,254 acres in KNA land se
lections to the Kenai National 

. Wildlife Refuge, pay the.asso
. . dation $4.4 million from the 

Exxon trustees, ·give it five 
. acres the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service owns in Old Town Ke
nai and lift restrictions block
ing development from 15,500 
acres of KN A land. 

The deal, which Congress 
and the Clinton administra
tion approved last year, also 
would protect 37,000 acres of 
federal land adjacent to 
Kanuti · National Wildlife 
Refuge for fish and wildlife 
habitat. 

About two-thirds of KNA 
shareholders approved the 
deal in an advisory election 
last spring, and the associa
tion's board added its en
dorsement in March. But now 
Showalter says some of the 
land is his. 

On Nov. 11, 1971, Showal
ter filed for about 60 acres at 
the mouth of Stephanka 

Creek under the 1906 Native 
Allotment Act. In 1976, when 
KNA made its land selections 
under the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, it 
filed on top of Showalter's 
claim. 

"KNA ·felt it had to clear 
the interests of individual al
lotment claims," said Tucker 
Thompson, Showalter's attor
ney. "There were several. 
James wasn't the only one." 

Thompson thinks the ot,h
ers sold their land rights to 
KNA. But Showalter wouldn't 
sell until KNA agreed to hold 
11 acres of family land in 
trust for him. That property 
includes a cabin that's been • 
in Showalter's. family since 
the 1930s, Thompson said. 
Showalter relinquished his 
allotment claim in December 
1977. 

Thompson said he can find 
no signed agr~ement but he 
has a hand-drawn map from 
KNA's files showing the area 
KNA was to hold for Showal
ter. 

"There have been written 
acknowledgements by KNA," 
he said. "There may be dis
crepancies as to the terms of 
the deal, but there's no ques- · 
tion that there was a deal." 

Bruce Gagnon, an attorney 
representing KNA, said the 
corporation thinks it has no 
obligation to transfer the land 
to Showalter. There's no writ
·ten agreement. he said. 

........ 
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STATE NE\VS. 
State ·buys Kenai River property 
Gov. Tony Knowles on Thursday announced the acqui· 
sition of a 27-acre parcel of land on the Kenai River 

. known as the Grubba property. The state Division of 
· · Habitat and Restoration recently closed on the Grubba 
·"' property,.located at mile 17.5 .on the Kenai River. Ac- . 
. · quisition· of .the tract, which includes approximat~ly 750 
· feet of river frontage, grassy wetlands and a slough im· 
.; portant to rearing salmon, is intended to. offset increas
: .:ing development-that threatens the Kenai's salmon 
.. runs. The AlasK3 Department of Fish and Game Will 

manage the'property to·protect its riparian habitat.· 
"Our plan to protect habitat is .a holistic approach, 
which involves purchasing some pa.r~els and protecting 
them in perpetuity while·still providing responsible 
recreational acc~s at other ~ites," Knowles Said. The 

· ~d was purchased for $255,000 with Exxon Valdez oil 
spill criminal settlement f1.Dld~ dedicated specifically 
for .the protection of Kenai River habitat. The Grubba 
parcel is _one of three properties acquired so far by Fish 

· and Game with assistance from The. Conservation Fund, 
a national land trust. 

'''. '• 
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Sea life Center's. ti·rst residents arrive 
By MELISSA DeVAUGHN 
The Associated Pret>s 

· The Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward 
has taken possession of its first perma
nent residents. Seven baby tufted 
puffins arrived earlier this month,. six 
from Oregon and one from Homer, and 
all younger than 2 months. 

For now, the birds are staying at the 
nearby Institute of Marine Scienc.e, 
feasting on herring, squid, clams and 
shrimp, while a team of artists works-on 
an artificial rock ledge to look and feel 
like the birds' natural habitat. 

"The rock goes up about 30 feet or so, 
and there are burrows that are made 
into the rocks so the birds can do their 

. nesting," said SeaLife Center spokes-

woman· CQrlnna Quilliam~ ',·'The compa~ -need to acclimate to the colder tempera
ny painte~ on se.a stars and mussels and 'tures in Seward, Thompson said. The 
barnacles where the water line is .... It Homer bird is holding its own. 
looks very r:ealistic.". . "He is very imprinted by humans and 

Quilliani said the bird exhibit is one of. actually follows the ·handlers around 
the largest on the West Coast, with a 17-· · and sits on their laps," Quilliam said. 
foot-deep, lOS,~gall.on water tank. It The center is expecting to receive 
cost $2.8 million to·build. . . several mature tufted puffins and other 

.Because·. the puffins are ·so·. young,· marine birds before its grand opening in 
they. don't yet look like the puffins of :May. 
calendar photographs, Quilliam said. :._ · ·· "We're looking at common murres, 

They won't develop .their-bright sum- . ·possibly some horned puffins and possi
mer plumage for ano~her: two· years .. bly· soni_e black oyster catchers," Quil
And until they begin .bi:'eeding, their · 'liam said. "Puffins in general will be 
gender will remain unknown, _said SeaL-. popular because they're very bright in 
ife Center bird curator Tiffarii Thomp- the·summer." 
son. . . · .~· · ·' . . J'he younger puffins should be settled 

Even though puffins are indigenous . pennanently in their new rock homes in 
to Alaska, the six· Oregon-bom birds ·:January or February . , . . 
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Exca·vation leads to a_ new home for Kodiak's. h·eritage 
Editor's note: It has bee11 eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground In Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite. a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spiii.Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

grew, research ~=~~ . A 1 ~ J: ~ . A foundation was establisheQ to promote all 
was expanded ~ ~ aspects of AlLitiiq culture and history, and plans were 
to include other n drawn for a cultural center, which included a climac-

. parts of the t-A~•• \,;,()~ "tically controlled .home for safe storage of tl)e arti-
. island . .Interest facts. 

in traditional C~. During the Exxon Valdez oil spill. several archaeo-
culture surged, logical sites were damaged by: oil and vandalized by 
according to. Rllillnloont.-yflliGroftllllt&~a~M*rlolhlil cleanup workers: To offset the harm, the ~Exxon 
A 1 u t i i q Valdez Oil Spill'Trustee Council funded projects to 
Museum Gurator Amy Steffian. excavate and preserve some sites. In Kodiak; $1.5 

.On Kodiak Island, a cultural 'renaissance has taken . "It brought back a tremendous feeling of pride and : million was dedicated to bu.ilding a repository as part 
place during recent years,. beginning with a sig~fi- interest in traditional culture,'' she said; of the Alutiiq Museum. 
cant archaeological discovery 14 years ago and cul- Rita Stevens,. of t~e Kodiak Area Native The 2-year-old museum is located in the heart of 
minating with a state-of-the-art .repository and muse:. · Association, was at a ·meeting where some of the arti- ·Kodiak City, in an area representing more than 7,000 
urn built in 1995. _ . .. . ·-facts from the Karlu~dig were revealed publicly for years of heritage. The museum staff nost educational 

People in Kodiak began dreaming about 'establish· the first time. ' _ events and provide logistical support and professional 
ing a repository many years ago as interest in tradi- "I remember the archaeologists coming to town expertise for archaeological and historical projects. 
tiona! culture grew. Excavation of an ancient site and having a special meeting up at the senior center," It is unique even among tribal reposito.ries nation
along the Karluk River spurred ~em to accomplish she said. "A lot of the Native people carne to that talk wide, according to Steffian. "We're able to take the 
their dream. . . . :. ' .. ,!;,.. •• ' :: and got to actually see these incredible artifacts from ' best o( everything and put· it together in one facility ' 

The tiny vi II age of Karluk lies at ·~e ·mouth of the·· the Karluk. It Willi real~y ari awakening of what a rich · so that the goals of archaeology and the dreams and 
· salmon-rich Karluk River. In 1983; a group ofarchae-. :, .. artistic' and civilii.ed ·~ulture we had in the past that wishes of Native American people can be jointly pur-
. ol.ogists led by Rick K;necb~ .. ~~~.-;~.~ : .. ~f1:P.~r.; Dr:~ ·.we didn't even know·about. . sued," she said ... · .. ' ·· . . · · 

Richard Jordan, began unea:rtb.iDg 1tcms. unseen.. for· · .:~'1 remember one woman saymg, 'gee I thought we 
hundreds of years and uolcnown to m~··m:cbaeol<>:- were Russian. I didn'~. know that all this was here.'" 
gists. As several summers went by and ~.~~ectioos said Stevens;· · ·~:..;::.}, ~\:: · 

~ ·.·•.· ':-:~~~·, •••. ,;~: :"·":~~ .. '4".'··: ·.~ • .. •••. ····~ .... • ......... -;: - •• 

---------- ·----· ·-· ------

Jody S~ilt. liv~s in Cordova and q/so produc~s th~ 
Alaska Coastal Curr~nts radip program. 
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Contaminants found in orcas mirror. theintdiets 
By JODY SEITZ 
Alaska Coastal Currents 

Killer whilles feeding on marine 
mammals have accumulated high .lev
els of contaminants in their blubber 
when ~o~pared to fish-eating whales. 

Craig ·Matkin of the North Gulf 
Oceanic Society has been studying 
killer whales in Prince William Sound 
since 1983. Through population mon
itoring and genetic research he. has 
helped identify two kinds of killer 
whales that use the sound: residents, 
which typically eat fish, and transients. 
which prefer to prey on marine mam
mals. The resident whales have very 
tight family groups- the young never 
leave their mother- but the mammal
ea~ng transient whales spend Jess time. 
in: the sound and have looser social 
groups, which are not wen understood. 
·· . Recently Matkin had blubber sam-· 
pies analyzed and concluded that the 
resident whales are genetically distinct 
from transient whales. Both types of 
orca have several identifiable subpop
ulations. The well-studied ATJ tran
sient group in Prince William Sound, 
for example, turned out to be geneti
cally unique from other transient 
groups . 
. ·. Researchers also found that resi
dent and transient whales differ in the 
amounts and types of pollutants accu
mulating in their blubber. Matkin said 
~ey didn't expect to find .hydrocar-

·A~ 
,_..__ ...... C-o~L 

c~ 

bons from the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
and they didn't. . 

"What we expected to see, and what. 
we did find are pesticides, DDT deriv
atives, PCBs, hexochlorobenzene -
materials that have traveled across the 
ocean from other areas where they're 
used for agriculture and other purpos
es," said Matkin. 

Contaminants are passed along the 
food chain as predators consume cont
aminated prey. The fish-eating whales 
tended to have lower levels of conta
minants in their blubber. This makes 
sense, said Matkin, because they are 
·eating lower on the food chain. 

''The resident whales eat fish. and 
their contaminant levels are much 
lower than the transient whales that 
eat Dall's porpoises and seals,'' he 

·said "Their contaminant levels are 
over ten times higher than· the fish 
eaters." 

The contaminants accumulate in 
the fat of animals that eat anything 
having the pesticide on it or in it. 

Young. whales also h~. higher levels 
of· contaminants. M • ers basically 
download the contamJ ants in their 
bodies to their offsprin through their 
milk during nursing. \ 

The mother whales ~ virtually no 
contaminants while thetr calves had · 
much higher levels. nle bulk of tlie 
contaminants in the mother's blubber 
was passed lO the first bOrn calf. The 
·oldest calf always had theo highest level 
of contaminants of all ~siblings. 

Dangers posed by th~:tontaminants 
are not known at this time. But the 
discovery has heightenedtoncern for a 
transient pod called ATL Researchers 
have been monitoring the pod since 
the mid 80's. After the oil spill, the 
pod lost half of its 22 members. It has 
not had a new calf since before the 
spill. · J 

Matkin believes ATI IS in decline. 
Should the pod fail to :survive, .its 
unique genetic makeup would also dis
appear. Genetic variability amon~ 
populations is considered beneficial tc 
the species and the Joss of ATJ would 
be seen as a serious loss to the killer 
whale population. 

Jodv Seitz lives in Cordova and also 
products tht Alas/co Coastal Currents 
radio program. Th~ strits is spon
sored by rht -·Exxon Valdtz Oil Spill 
Trustee Council to pro\·idt infonno
tion about rtstoratiou activitits within 
the spill'rtgion. 
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se·alife Center add-s more·· staff 
By Roger Kane 

LOG Staff 

, Susan Inglis, the research labo
ratory manager and co-coordinator 

-of the rehabilitation program at the 
Alaska Sealife Center, said her 
positions "are like an umbrella that 
encompasses an the different areas 
....;.;.. birds, fish and marine mam
mals." 

Inglis was previously employed 
by the Institute of Marine Science 
here, where she worked in the fish 
energetics lab. 

As manager of the rehabilitation 
program, she'll be working closely 
with an animal health care manager 
and a veterinarian. 

Shealso hopes "to work wit.li the 
people of Seward. We're going to 
need a lot of volunteers." 

She'll also be managing the· 
research labs. 

She is unsure which research 
projects will get under way flfSt. She 
said proposals are still coming in. A 
list of research projects will be 
rele.ased in November. 

Prior to beginning research, each 
of the researchers will be doing a 
video presentation related to their 
research proposals, wi:ich will give 
the· public a good idea of what 
they're trying to accomplish. 

Corinna Qullllam . 

Inglis said the SeaLife Center is 
closely associated with the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. and 
that gr"aduate students from all over 
will conduct research at lhe facility. 
"We're looking at maybe starting out 
with seven good students," she said. 

She is certain that p<J[t of the pink 
salmon genome project will create a 
run of pink salmon at the SeaLife 
Center. 

Humpys. that have imprinted on 
the faciliry will be released and a run 
of about 200 fish will be established 
for a multi-generational study. 

The returning salmon will 
become part of the exhibits as well 
and will have a fish ladder to enter 
the facility. 

1be fish genetics projects will be 
administered by the state 
Department of Fish and Game. 

Although many projects will be 
at least in part funded by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill restoration fund, 
not all projects will be related to 
EYOS. 

"Anyone who can fund their 
research projects and work in con
junction with the Seal,ife Center,", . 

may be allowed to use the facility, 
Inglis said. · · ' · 

·She said one of the SeaLifc 
Center's missions is to provide a 
facility to do the research at a rea-' 
sonable cost. 

She'll also work as a facilitator 
between researchers and the facili
ty, coordinating equipment usc and 
the release of research information 

. through the public relations coordi-
nator, Corinna Quilliam. · 

Quilliam worked for Kenai 
Fjords Tours for the past three years. 
She graduated from Washington 
State University this year with a· 
bachelor's degree in communication 
and public relations. 

She will be the liaison between 
the city and the facility, and will be 
responsible for coordinating media 
coverage. 

"And I'll probably be the closest 
one, out ofthe busi11ess center, to the 
animal portion - so that I can be 
informed and inform the public," she 
said. · 

She is also planning the grand 
opening, which will be ~ay 1. 

!'We'll'be starting to get all the 
animals early next year, in January 
and February. We have sea lions 

. . . I 
walling m Vancouver, British 
Columbia. And we have harbor seals 
waitingfor us at several locations on 

Steve Rollins 

the West Coast," Quilliam said. 
Aviculture Supervisor Steve 

Rollins said tufted .puffins and com
moll murres will be at the grand 
opening in May, and other species 
will arrive when the exhibits are 
ready to accommodate them. 



Rollins has worked with pen
guins and puffins for the last three 
years at Sea World of Florida. 

His primary focus will be the 

bird exhibit. But he's also interest
ed in marine mammals and fish, and 
said he's happy to be ~ross~tniining 
to work with those other animals. 

"Most of the things I do will be 
bird-related, but anytime they need 
it, I'll be. there to help"with the oth
er exhibits. 

Rollins said the SeaLife Center's 
staff is being cross-trained "in case 
someone needs' help. or a spot needs 
to be filied." 

The philosophy behind the cross
training ·~is that anyone could fill in 
and do another person's shift if nec
essary," he said. 

"And we'll all be going through 
some son of rotational shift with the 
diving. The diving part's simple. 
Basically the same in all the tanks. 
Although the birds will make a little 
more nitrogenous waste for us," he 
said. 

said. 
The SeaLife Center's aquarium 

supervisor, Richard Hocking, said 
he'll be working mostly with fish 
and invenebrates, but that he'll be 
·assisting his co-workers in other 
departments, "to whatever degree 
they think is appropriate." 

Hocking came to Seward from 
Tacoma, where he worked as a staff 
biologisl ·specializing in fish at the . 
Point Defiance Zoo. . 

One of the things Hocking is 
workirigon is a recirculating system 
to provide the aquatics tanks ~ith 
clean, clear water. . 

He said water for the tanks will 
come from Resurrection Bay and 
will be circulated through the sys
tem. The water will be filtered to 
remove glacial deposits and ani
mal waste and will be recirculat
ed~ 

As anyone who's ever had a fish 
tank will tell you, keeping the tank 
clean is imponant. Hocking said · 
bacteria will be introduced to the 
tanks as part of the system's bio-fil
tration loop and. will feed on the 
waste in the tanks. The bacteria are 
natural denizens of sand and era vel. 

Richard Hocking 

'. 

"This facility is a lot different 
than other facilities doing the same 
·things. It's a non-profit organization 
devoted to the research, rehabilita
tion and public education. The pri
mary concern here is not to make 
money. And in all areas, I've noticed 
they're m·ak.ing the effon to be as 
animal-friendly as possible," Rollins 
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Sealife Center expands staff 

The Alaska Seal.ife Center has hired three new employees. Angie 
Colon as sales manager; judy King as project coordinator; and 
Corinna Quilliam as public relations coordinator. 

The Alaska SeaLife Center has hired Susan Inglis as research 
laboratory manager. Inglis previously wor.ked six mo~ths o~ fish 
energetics at the University of Al~ka ~sti~te o~ Manne ~c1e~ce 
and was formerly a senior fishenes b1olog~st wtth the F1shenes . 
Research Section of the British Columbia government. 

Richard Hocking will be the center's aquarium supervisor. He 
has been a staff biologist with the Point Defiance Zoo in Tacoma. 
Wash., and has worked for the Seattle Aquarium. 

Steve Rollins will be the center's aviculture supervisor. For the 
last three years, he's worked with Sea World of Florida on puffin 

·and penguin exhibits. · 

; 
·' 
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. St~te. ·plans .Loy/ell. Po.int.improvements 

. By ~rtc.~~- ~;,:f.~ ;;.':' .. r7.b.i: ·· ,.;jJt;~~;p'. : .. '.:, . through Jbe beach grass: State parks has pretty 
mu~h de~ided _against fue pits and picnic_ tables, . 

.. :;·LOG Staff :~~?-~~·::~ .. 0~:~~.;:~~~:t~·:t~Jf~X~;~fi!~~~;~·- .:' Sili_~fi_·~··-Sa.)idJt:rf_:_:~t~~--~;\·i·~;::_~t·:i -~ ,~: .:.~,;t~::~~····.··-~· .. -~;;·:~::·.:f!.~~-::f:~!~ .. 
. :: ·.~Th~·t~i~ P~ki.ni~i~~-;{~~·i~~~~~:p~id~g . Some nearby residents are concerned about 
·Io~ to!I~ts·!nd paths at,_a·~.?,.tacre sit~_af~e, s~':l.th·. fire~ he said. In the spring, the tall grass is dry, and 
·em tip of Lowen .Point near_the Cain~. HeadJraH- a beach.ftre could spread rapidiy.· · :·. · · ·".:.:: 
: p~d. aJ?.~. a poput.~. ~~ndy.~ach: .. ~L,~~~ ;J.~:~i~~i;~~':, .. ,., ~':,~~arby .res~dents also are concerned atxiut an . 
,.·:·:.::;Qil.~pHJ~o,~ey p~d.fo~~th~ I11n:4.~Jl~ .. ~~Ptt?.:. inc~~~se:in·tr~ffic that the developed-site could .. 
. P'!s~q ~mproyeme.nt.s. ;Trustees .(Jf the J~~~on , brinlf()n the other hand. the site's parking lots.·. 
Y~.d~~ ·.9i! ~P!U c.i,vi~ .se~J~~ment, !'!'?}~~ .~t~u~.. . cou._l~,r~guiari~ parking. People visiting the beach .. 

:. us!ng fund_sjrom Ex~n's _c~iminal re.~_ti~."!_tio~. DO\¥ p~k along both sides of the narr~w ro~¥J.~ •. -- . 
'~qugh.t;,t~e. pr,operty: t9:is _spring Jr~m~.:~nm. ,i;The'traiihead parking lot. with about 24 spaces,' 

:·_ M~~-:c;=~9~~0;~-~i:~~bo~i·ii{B~~Ffri~ ~::. ::~J.:~~:~:~e~~~~~ ~~~~~i~:n~ ~~~~; 
.. , the c:ri~al.restituti0p tq 4e,velop· the site, said . .clis;. •. parking lot c_loser to ~e beach (,)n land that already 
.trier r8Jlg~rJack SinClair .. !f:t a mee_ting in S~~aid · ~ontain$ fiU; ,, · .. : . ~ : :. . ... _: •. .. . >.. . .. 
_Oct~ •. , ;;,···~ .. ~- ~I·'· ,·,",:<> •. ;; · .. ~\'i:) .·:£:~·.~1,~.;-;;;,-:; .. · _ .: ... :The state-hopes that a path from the parking lots 
. ' .. .Tbe'desi.gn could be complete by the en~ of :. to the beach will keep people from lr~pling the rye 
Octo~. andcon~truction could:begin in the spring~- grass. ~-.· . : ,.. . .; , _. .. 

:he said.> :: .:,·. ;:,; ,::: ,:,.h.·' . .: <,;:-::: _.~;_:~i;;:~·.·. · .• AD.otheds's.ue is a right-of-way leading to the 
. '~- The S!icdncludes·hilly ground weU-covere(i'wilb ·beach that i.s used. to~·launch boats. Some nearby 
.. matur~·spruce,'rye grass near the beach, and o'ne Of . .landownerS wan~ it .vacated, Sinclair said. State 
.)~e,. fe~-~-~apdy ,b.eac_h~s :.i.n. Rc:su~ection l) ay, 1:;; p~kS ~ouldn 't oppO~ ~em •. ~. said. :. . . ': ·., r . 
SJncl~tr. satd. The .tr8..!1 to .. Cames~:Head,Stt~te '' rt.;~'ButCarol Chaudtere, a ctu~n speaking at the . 

. . R~reation. N,ea gOes 'past it. : . ::.)~:~i:~~;,:.:ff:.{i'~,::\. ~:. pub~c meeting, 'said ~omeowners knew _the .nght-

.: · ·.BaSed on public comment. state parkS isl?<)king ;, of~w~Y was there when they llo_ught their property, . 
at one or two parking lots, .a vaulted toilet at eacb', .and it'~:not appropr~at~.Jor.them to try to ~ake h 

)pt, a_nd_ a path_ from ·ch_e _trailhea~ pru:king lot ·: "way~·:r::~·.:·::;.· ::~: · ~: .. ; .. _ ·i. -~·:: .:· .... < ·. · : .. 
. !·'~t:f!~~~~~:~ ... ;·7-.~ ;.~: --:~. ': .v::··~:··t.:-:·:··· ~~ ::. ::~ : "·:··.·~·!:· ···~··'·~.: . • ~~·~:.: .. ····.:· ·: • • ;~~ .. ;:. .... 
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. Chugach ·awarded lease for historic de.pot 
. ·The city's goals-were to keep i~serted a clause that the. rent 

By Eric Fry the depot, built in 1917. on the~ ·wouldn't be less than in the previ· 
L<Xl Staff National Register of Historic . ous five. year period. • . · · · 

The City Council on Monday Places, and to have a Native cultur· Chugach also has. the option to 
awarded Chugach Alaska Corp. a al center. The contract requires that buy th.:: depot for $275.000 through 
lease and option to buy the historic Chugach invest at least $500,000. · Sept 30. 2002; if it has met all of 

. railroad depot downtown. Brown said they are ready to begin the requirements listed for the rent· 
. Chugach intends to renovate the construction right away .. · . ·: waiver, and ifit'WiU keep the depot 

depot and create a Native cultural The lease is for 20 years with an · on the historic register and use the 
center, to open May 1998, timed to optional 20-yeilr extension. Ren! depot only for purposes listed in the 

· coincide with the expected opening ·would be $22,000 a year to stru:t. ·. lease .. ·'·; . · :··: ;::.'·.···: ~- · ·.: · : 
of the nearby Alaska SeaLife which is 8 percent of its apprais~. ~- : • ·' Pemutted ilses are: ·retail space, · 

' .C7nter .. ·· : . .: . . . . ··. value of$275,000. . .... '·:.': :· '</ . museUm, comunuiity theater, pu~ . 
. •: · The ~uncil's decision puts an : . The appraisal, by MacSwain <·;. lic~i.lse buildi.i:tg, ineeting roorri.S; .. 
. end to prolonged negotiations and a Associates_ of Aile borage, included. ci:snference center, viSitor Center, irt . 
... dispute between. Chugach, the · 16,538 square feel of land and the·:- gallery; cultural and heritage t.:en-=·: · 
·region·al Native coq)oration~ and . building'of2,472 squ~ __ feet with'···. ter. and other ~·corislstentWjth.'' 

:.' .Qu~cak Native Tribe of Seward .an ·.un~ni_she~. ~asem~ryt. J?f 5?~ .. ' ·.:,the J>uilding's ~s~~rical ~~ter •. · 

1}=~~~:.~-f~~~~:~n_in the, :·;~~:U:{~~~~~~;s~;~~/~~~~~~~:-:i~~n~~:~~~\f 
~~.t~:~tW.e ~have _substantial par- .. :; waived,in .. the: .f:ust five:years.iOJ;;;:·::!:.~The _dep(>t \:Vpuldrcv.~ t.9J~C/: 
?_,·~c.ipation.~ ~d Qutekcilk ~ ·:has thefaciliJY substantially com.:~ .. city~i( it: isn't ~pt _i:m til~ JustQ~-~·· 
·• .istrator Edgar Blatchford. He's also · plete and open by May I, 1998; if.;:.·.·. register or if it is Used contrary· t9 · 
:5iCity Founcitman and declared a the depoqs.~novated ·and c.on~;{.~lease proviSici~.:~t:~:~.~~{_;.:~:~·; .: 
:. conflict of interest and didn 'tvote struction ls complete by Sept: 30,'' :. ·;: ChUgach, in ~nding to .the~· 
.. : ~m the.eouncil's resolution. ·::· :·. •. ~~ -~ ·1998; and if it bas made_ $500,000' :. city's ~W:st foi-~.for. ~ 
! :> .. Chugach president Michael in capital impr~;vements.by Sep~\- ,depot. Said it would 61fei.eXhibits;.: 
_;Brown said Qutekcak: would par:- '. 30, 1998 .. : .• ~;· ... -~ · :~· •> ·.::,·.·.documentary ~l;ms •. ·archeological c 
, :licipate with employment, oppor· · . ·<The rent ·would be adjusted . ·displays, demonstia~<ms by story~ •: 

tunities · to buy into the project . every five.years, after an appraisal, •. tellers an·d daiice..S; and ,working. 
down the road, and other cOopera~ . b~t the appniised value wouldn't studios in which artists and appren
: tion with Chugach on other pro- . include improvements made by . tices would carve; make masks and 
jects. · ·.<7 · · · · Chugach. Councilman Stu Clark build boats. '·· : ..,<. · ~ .. 

' ·.: .. 

) 
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~JJill•fu•--•tl spe••di-•·•g .IJia•_• 
By DAVID WHITNEY 
Daily News Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON - Sen. Frank 
Murkowski wants tight controls on 
how proceeds from future invest
ments of Exxon Valdez oil spill. 
money are spent. 

His effort has provoked a battle 
\\'ith trustees seeking permission 
from Congress to invest spill money 
at higher rates of interest but still 
maintain control over how they're 
spent. 

The federal and state trustees ap
pealed to the Alaska congressional 
delegation last month for a change 

in federal law to allow the money to 
be invested at a higher interest r~te. 
While that's fine with Murkowski, 
he wants to prescribe how the mil
lions of dollars in additional interest 
will be spent. 

Under Murkowski's proposal, 
none of the money could be spent on 
land acquisitions. 

stead, the trustee council could 
d the interest windfall only on 

marine research and economic 
restoration projects sought by the 
fishing industry. And any enhanced 
investment authority would auto
matically expire in 2002 unless a 
congressionally approved board is 
set up to take over management of 
the settlement funds from the six 
state and federal spill trustees. 

Molly McCammon, executive di-
rector of the trustee council, is so 
concerned about Congress ·homing 
in on the council's responsibilities 
that she wants Murkowski and.Con
gress to back off making any 
changes in the investment law now. 
even though it could cost $4 million 
or more in foregone interest this 
year. · 

"If they're going to put additional 
provisions on it, we'd rather with
draw the proposal," McCammon 
said. 

But with a House-Senate confer
ence committee poised to begin 
work on a 1998 spending bill to 

:h Murkowski's proposal is like
'Y lu be attached, Murkowski's pro
vision may be difficult to stop. 
Aides to Sen. Ted Stevens, chair
man of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, said he's deferring to 
~Jurkowski, who is chairman of the 
Senate Energy and Natural Re-

·: ' ,~ ' "" .. : . . ' 

ignit~s fight 
. . 

EXxon Corp. still has about $280 
million left to pay under terms of 
the $900 million settlement of state 
and federal civil claims arising out 
of the 11 million gallon Exxon · 

Valdez disaster nearly nine 
years ago. 

That ·money now is de-. 
posited· in a court-adq1inis- . 
tered fund that earns only_ 

·about· 5 percent interest. In . 
· · compensation for its costs, 

'the court gets about 10 per
... cent of the interest proceeds, 
· effectively reducing the 
· trus·tees' return to about 4.5 
·percent. . 

' Oil spill trustees are con
vinced they can get a better 
deal on the open markets if 
Congress· would lift the re
quirement for the money to 
be·· invested with the court 

·system. 
· .: : . McCammon said the larg
. er concern is over the coun
. eil's efforts to set aside 

roughly $108 million of the 
settlement proceeds in a kind 

of permanent endowment. In
terest from that account · 
would finance a wide range 
of projects as needs are iden
tified over the coming 
decades. 

McCammon said that by 
investing the . endowment 
funds at higher rates, interest 

·proceeds would increase 
from as little as .$1.5 million 
or so annually to $6 million or 
more a year. · 

While the council does not 
foresee. the need . for any of 
that to be spent on land ac
quisitions. McCammon said 
those are decisions for the 
council to· make, not Con
gress. 

·"This prejudges the end 
. result of the public process," 
McCammon said. "I'm con
cerned about Congress mak
ing a public judgment about 
how the money should be 
spent." 

But Chuck · Kleeschultc, 
Murkowski's press aide, in
sisted the senator isn't trying 

· to tie the council's hands. 
"We're expanding their 

ability to use the interest 
money to do more research 
and . other types of marine 
projects," Kleeschulte said. 
"The only restriction is that it 
can't be used for additional 
land acquisitions." 

Of the $900 million Exxon 
is paying in $70 million annu· 
al installments, McCammon 
estimated that ·about $380 
million will be spent on land 
acquisition. By the time the 
last anticipated dea!·is closed, 
McCammon said, the 
trustees expect to have 
picked up title or conserva
tion easements to about 
700,000 acres. That acreage 
includes about 1,000 miles of 
coastline. 

Land purchases have to be 

unanimously'approvcd by the 
six-member trustee council, 
equally divided between 
state and federal representa
tives. The council's restora
tion plan was approved fol
lowing extensive public hear
ings. 

While Murkowski recog
nizes the land acquisitions 
were from willing sellers and 
had popular support, 
Kleeschulte said the senator 
was never very excited about 
seeing more privately held 
lands end up in government 
ownership. : 

"Sen. Murkowski has nev
er been overwhelmingly SUP· 
portive of further land acqui
sitions," Kleeschulte said. ••Jt 
we're going .to get more inter-

. est money, which makes 
sense it should go to more re. 
search and economic devel
opment that could help com
mercial fishermen." : · 
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~f).nator wan.ts spill fund c.ontrols 
ANCHORAGE (AP) - Sen. Molly McCammon, executive 

Frank Mwtowsk.i wants tight con- director'of the trustee council, is 
· trois on how proceeds from .future so concerned about Congress 

~:: :c~ :: ~ 'iri~~tm,ents of Exxon Valdez oil homing in on the council's respo• 
~:i ~(spill money are spent. sibilities that she n·ow ·wants 

His effort has provoked a battle Murk.owski and Congress to back 
with spill fund trustees. on: making any changeS in .the in-

1l'le _lnlstees last month asked vestinent law, everi ~gh it _could 
Congress for a. change in federal cost $4 million or inore in fore
law to allow money from the $900 gone interest this year~:~'/,:·. :··. 
million settlement to be invested · "If they're going to p~t addk 
at higher rates ofinteresL tiona! provisions on it, we'd rather . 
· That money is now deposited withdraw · the: ·.'.proposal," 

· iri '·a court-administered fund that McCammon 'said. · · · · 
earns only about S percent inter- But with a House-Senate con- · · 
esL Trustees are convinced they . . ference eommittee poiSed to be- · 
can get.~ beuer .deal elsewhere. gin work. on a 1998 spendJ!l& bill·: 

wtu1c lhal's fine with Murkowsk.i. to wQich M urkowski' ~ jx'oposal ~ · 
he wanis to prescribe how the mii- likely to be attached. MUikoww's · 

·· Uons of dollars in additional interest provision may be difficult to stop. 
· ' will be speN. Under Murtowslci's Aides to Sen .. Ted Stevens, chair

proposal, none of the money could . man of the Senate· API)I'opriations.. · 
bespeoton land acquisilions. Committee, said he's defening to 
. Instead, the trustee council could Murk.owski, who is chairinan of 

. spend the interest windfall only on the Senate .Energy and Natural Re
maririe re:seardt and economic res- sources Committee. 
toration projects sought by the ftsh- Chuck . Kleeschulte, 
ing industry. Murkowsk.i's press aide, insisted 

-,· In addition, the lnlstees' ex- . the senator isn't uying to. tie the 
. ~ ... · panded investment authority would council's hands. 

automatically expire in 2002. un- "We're expanding their ability 
!ess a bOard was set up by Con- to use the interest money ·to do 
gres,s to take over management of more research and od)er types of 

. the spill settlement funds from the marine projects," Kleeschuhe 
six state and fede~ spill trustees. said. "The only restriction is that 

it can't be used for additional land 
~uisitioris." · · ~ 
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Ancient village le3d~ to a''iiew home for Kddiak-~S' heritage 
By Jody Seltz 

ForTheTmes 
· On Kodiak Island, a cultUrnJ renais- · 

sance has taken place during recent 
years, beginning with a significant 
archaeological discovery 14 years ago 
and culminating wilh a state of !he art 
repository and museum built in I 995. 

Dream.'t of a repository in Kodiak 
hcgan many years ago as more peo
ple became interested in traditional 
culture. But excavation of an ancient 
site along the Karluk River spum:d the 
people to accomplish their dream. 

1b: tiny village of Karluk lay along 
the productive Karluk River. In 1983, 
a group of archaeologists led by Rick · 
Knecht and his teacher, Dr. Richard 
Jon.lan., began unearthing il.elm WlSCen 

for hundreds of yeas and unknown to 

modem archaeolo- talk a~d aged by oil and vandalized by cleanup 
gists. As several Coastal currents got to workers .. 
summers went by __ ......; ____________ actually To offset the harm, the Ex~on. 
;md I he collections see these Valdez Oil Spi11Trus1cc: Council fund· 
grew much larger, research was incredible artifacts from the Karluk," ed projects to excavate and preserve 
expanded to include Other parts of the she said. "It was really an awakening · some sites. In Kodiak, S 1.5 million 
island. Interest in traditional culture .of what a rich artistic and civilized cui- was dedicated to building a_iepository 
surged, according toAiutiiq Museum lure we had in the past !hat we didn't . as part of the Alutiiq Museum. 

· Curator Amy Steffian. even know about." The mu.<;eurn is now two years old It's. 
"It brought back a tremendous feel- "I remember one woman saying, located in the central historic district 

ing of pride and interest in traditional 'gee I !bought we were Russian. I did· of Kodiak, an area representing more 
culture," she said. · n 't know that all !his was here,"' said than 7,000 years of heritage. The 

Rita Stevens, of !he Kodiak Area Stevens. museum hosts educational events and 
Native Association, was at a meeting A foundation was created to promote provides logistical support and· pro
where some of the artifacts from !he all aspects of Alutiiq culture and his- fcssional expertise for ongoing archae
Karluk dig were revealed publicly for tory and plans were drawn for a cui- ological and historical projects. 
the first Lime. rural cc:nler, which included a climate- lhc collection today includes mnre 

"I remember the archaeologists controlled home for safe storage of the !han .I OO.<XX> cultural items-ancient 
coming to town and having a special artifacts. Alutiiq artifacts as well as historic 
meeting up at the senior center and a During the Exxon Valdez oil spill, · items such as census records, 120 
lot of !he Native people carne to that · several archaeological sites were dam- years of photographs, art objects, and 

private collections people want to pre
serve for-future generations, 

It is unusual everfamong tribal 
repositories nationwide, according to 
Steffian, because it combines the 
knowledge of Native people .wilh an 
excellent facility and profession;~! 
archaeologists. 

"Whal's really unique is we're ahle 
to take the best of everything and 1 · 
togecher in one facility so that lhe f 
of archaeology and !he dreams and 
wishes of Native American people can 
be jointly pursued," Steffian said. 

Jody Seitz lives in Conlova atid 
also produces the Alaska Coastal · 
Currrllls r01lit1 progrum. The series is· 
sponsored by tire E:aon Valdez Oil 
Spill TniStee Cou11cilto provide infor
mation abo11t restoration activities 
within the spill region. 
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Point of View · 
Our cotnlllunity voice ·vvins: Spit and·· Slough .forever! 

by Betsy Webb· ways,. such as critical habitat for migrating shorebirds who 
Two years ago the Kachemak Heritage Land Trusl can't find alternate stopovers once their habitat is lost, as 

embarked on an ambitious project to develop a compre- tidelands that provide for everything from clam digging to 
h~nsive conservation strategy for the southern Kenai birdwatching and environmental education to subsistence 

fishing, as rich nurseries for the intertidal life that feeds 
Peninsula by gathering data and mapping important con- Kachemak Bay, and as rejuvenating open space to balance 
servation values, land uses and development patterns. By · developed areas. 
creating map overlays depicting natural value concentra-
tions. we created a conservation strategy that recognized KHLT, the city of Homer and the Trust for Public Land 
the Homer Spit an~ Beluga Slough as two of the highest submitted a proposal to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
priorities for protection. - Council for acquisition of nine important properties 

Through fortuitous circumstance, we were contacted through the council's Small Parcel Program. Appraisals for 
at this important juncture by the national land conservation these parcels totaled $1.3 million. Th~ privately owned -
organization, the Trust for Public Land. They were properties were very carefully selected and had the willing 
prospecting for projects in Alaska, so we invited them to cooperation or all landowners throughout the process. Two 
town and showed them around. The Trust for Public Land weeks ago. basCd in pan on their receiving the largest out
specializes in acquiring and protecting land for the public pouring of public support for any of their small pan::el pro
to improve the quality of life in our commu~Lies. and is, jects. the tr'II;Ste!e council approved the purchase or six prop
expen at land-acquisition negotiation. They agn:ed that the· enies (totaling~ ·icres·on the Spit and 38 acres at Beluga 
Homer Spit and ~eluga ~Jough are significan~ in many .. Slough) for·just less-dum $1 million. 

I. 

This project is indicative of the clear commitment that 
the city of Homer has made in recent years to conservation 
of significant land!> in Homer. This acquisition. its work 
with KHLT to permanently protect by conservation ease· 
ment 26 adjacent acres of intertidal habitat on the Spit, and 
its creation of a conservation zone classification within 
city limits will be the enduring legacy of the conscientious 
and forward·thinking mayor and 1996-1997 city council. 

The partnership of KHLT, Trust for Public Land, ci1 
of Homer and EVOS Trustee Council was truly inspire• 
In the end, though, it was not just the hard work of these 
organizations and the extraordinary values of the Homer 
Spit and Beluga Slough, but_the strong spirit and voice of 
this community that earned us this magnificent open space. 
Many of us made this happen -let's keep up the good 
work! 

Betsy Webb is president of the Kachemak Heritage 
Ll:md Tnut BOQn:/ of Directors .. 



Spill fund 
buys Spit, 
·slough land 

by J. Michael Lyons 
Staff Writer 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council, prompted by an outpouring of sen- : 
timeDt .from Homer residents and visilo~. 
rewarded_- a 10-year effort to preserve 

HOMER. NiWs ' 
OCTOBER 9~ 1997 

wildlife habitat by buying more than 100 century. . 
private acres on the Homer Spit and Beluga · The idea of preserving land on the Spit 
Slough and turning over management of it got' a shot in the arm in 1995 when the oil 
to the city. spill council was in Homer for a sparsely· 

. The purchase includes 68.7 acres of anended public hearing. Trustees told 
intertidal land south of Mud Bay on the Spit Cushing there was money available to pur
that is a popular site for thousands of chase small parcels but that a deadline was 
migrating shorebirds and a featured attrac· looming. 
tion of the annual Kachemak Bay Shorebird The city scrarril;>led to put a plan 
Festival, which draws hundreds of bird- together but the lrustee council rejected it It 
watchers to the Spit each spring. wanted to see more commitment from the 

It also includes a 38· city and landowners. 
acre parcel on Beluga u/ thz'nk the The city contacted the 
Slough near the intersec- Kachemak Heritage Land 
tion of the Bypass and . • b . Trust, which planted the 
Lake Street that is home eCOnOmlC ene- idea with' the -California-
to wa.terf~wl, shorebirds fits for the City based· Trust for Public 
and wmtenng moose. Lands~ · 
. Development on both are wonderful, as "That's when things 
parcels will be limited.to if h started blossoming,'' said 
boardwalks and kiosks. 0 COUrSe are t e Cushing.· . 

"It will assure for ha. bitat beneiJtS. " The Trust for· Public 
many generations to CO!l\e ';) ' Lands paid for appraisals 
an aspect of Homer we've __ Barb Seaman of the five private parcels· 
all grown to love,'' said on the Spit and the Beluga 
Mayor Jack Cushing. who Slough parcel, then bought 
has kept the idea alive since he served on purchase options. 
the Kach~mak Bay Planning Commission Meanwhile, the city approved a conser
in the . mid-1980s .. "lt ensures balapced vation easement on a 26:acre plot near the 
development on 'the Spit that's a part. of Spit parcels last December and coiuributed 
Homer as we've come to know it." $41,000 it received from the U.S. Fish and 

As pan of the agreement, the oil spill Wildlife Service to the purchase of the 
trustee council will tum ownership and Beluga Slough land. The easement prompt· 
management of the land over to the city, ed some to accuse the city council of lean
which has wanted to purchase land on the ing toward environmentalism, but it and the 
Spit for more than a decade but was unable $41.000 contribuiion coupled with public 
to come up with the m·oney. support clinched the deal with the oil spill 

Surveys in recent· years showed over- trustee council. 
whelming public support for the idea. , The' Council paid $422,1 DO for the Spit 

The Belugua Slough parcei was recent- parcels and $574,000 for the Beluga Slough 
ly added to the deal as a way to preserve land out or its dwindling small parcels rund. 
land in conjunction with the multi-million: "The public support for this project has 
dollar U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service visi- been overwhelming,'' said Molly 
tors center scheduled to be built early next McCammon, the council's executive direc-

· tor. '"The outpouring of letters and phone 
calls from Homer and around the country 
has been nonstop." 

Kachemak Heritage Land Trust 
Executive Director Barb Seaman said that 
like the city, her organization has been pur
suing land on the Spit for years. 

"I think the economic benefits for the 
city are wonderful, as of course are the 
habitat benefit$," she said. "I think it's a 
win-win for everybody." 

Gov. Tony Knowles also praised the 
deal and said it will "ensure that beachside 
habitat is protected, that the Spit's world
wide reputation remains untarnished and 
that tourism in Homer remains sustainable." 

The city has no flim plans on tourism
like development such as boardwalks or 

kiosks on the Spit Land. It first must wait 
for the construction of a S 1.5 million bike 
trail along the Spit Road. 

"Once that's taken care of and the 
deal's finished then we can stan planning 
for boardwalks," said Cushing. 

As pan of the land deal, the Trustees 
Council will require a second-party ease
ment - probably the state or federal gov
ernment or both - to ensure that the city 
lives up to the agreement in the future. 

The deal's downside will be a loss of 
approximately $9,500 in borough, city and 
service area taxes. 

The proposal to tum the land over to 
the city will come before the city· council 
for final approval this fall. The deal must 
also be approved by the Alaska Legislature. 
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EVOSTrustees OK 
1-J.qroer· Spit _puch~s~ ... 

ANCHORAGE (AP)- Trust~ a California non pro tit organiza7; 
ct.:!i ·overseeing Alaska's S900 tion called Trust for.;Public 
million oil spit! settlement will Lands. ; .: ;;·· ;·· · ··: 
huy I 00 acres. orr tht.: Homer spit The Homer tract is the. latest 
tn preserve lands used hy migrat- in a serit.:s of. land purchases by 
ing shorebirds:... . . . . . . . . the· cou'nCil, which 'includeS stait~ 

'Land :u· the base or Homer ·spit and federill officials o.verseeinf 
is horne to'thc annual Kachem:lk Exxon's payment to.'~itle .Ia~:.; . 
Say shorebird festival, which suits .stemming from the f~n~e.: 
draws ihousands of birdwatchers · · William Sound oil spilrin:1.~89.:·: 
to ·Homer during spring migra- Much of the selllemenl. was. 
tion .. The oil spill . .truscees also u'_sed to buy' land deemed· ~sef~( 

· app:r<?ved ·buying·.a: parcel at habicac for .birds· :1nd riuirine: 
nearby· Beluga 'Slough. · . . . · · · . m:1mmal~ hurt by the sp!IL · . : ~, · 
H~~er: MaY.or J:lck Cush!og 

s:1id th:c purchase satisfies :1 de- '" 
C:l<.k7long city wis~ to acquire and .. 
proiect ·both ·tracts. ·"It's absO. ·· 
lutcly wonderful," Cushing said. · 

The E:uon Valdez. oil spill 
· trustee council ·voted Frid:1y to 

spend $422, I 00 for 69 acres of 
low-lying intenidal nats and salt 
marsh at the hasc of the spit :1nd 
another $574,000 for a 38-:lcre 
lot on Beluga Slough. 

The city of Homer i!i ~ontrih
. uting $41,000 tow:1rd the slough 
. ·purchase and will hold title to the 

l:1nd and manage it. 
ALASu. Jomuw. ·or COHK!i.cl 
WEEK or OCTOBER 13. 1997 

Environment 

Part of the purchase includes 
land on both sides of the: spit 
The site anracts migrating shore
!'tirds to lhl! b:Jy side to feed on 
invt.:rh:hratcs in the intertidal 
nats. 

Harbor seals. juvenile salmon 
:1nd a variety ·or watcrrowl also 
feed in the ·area. The slough. 
draws shorebirds and waterfowl 
as well. 

• The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council ha.; :t~rel'd to assist loc-.tl eiTons b~·' 
·the City of Homer to proll'Cl key shorebird 
hahil:lL'i on the Homer Spit :ancJ Beluga , 
Slough. The council on Oct. 3 authorized I : 

I 

The prop~rty w:~s purch:J!ied 
rrom several private l:lndowncrs 
in package tleals put ~og.e_1h_cr. by . . . "': ' . . .. . . ~ ' ' 

$42.U 00 to protl'CI b.~. 7 acn'S of low-lying 
intenicJ:u flaL" ancJ salt marsh :11 the h:L"e of tht• · 
spit. :mcJ $ ~ "'! -f.OIKJ for :t :iX·:tcre lot on lll"Jrhr 
lklu~a Slou~h. The City of llomer is CXJl('Cte;( 
tn contrihme another $-ai.UUIJ tow:trcJ acqui
sition of the Ul'lu~a Slough ,,rnpl•ny .. 

. \'ln•el 1'all: i.'l tl Tf.'!:llltlrt'o/unm of 11<'11:'>, 

·'1](•c:ullll im1 mul /Jill ill olv ,r:o.'l..,·ip rt!/Nirlvtl 
l~l·ib£•,/tmrtml t!lf.'tmlmL•n·v .'1/tl.fliuu/ mm· 
f1ilt•tl ~~· ltw•'' lttl,~.wlal£•. 
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Council Covets EVOS Dollars 
CITY HALL:.......Valdez mayor 
Dave Cobb says the city 
should revive its effort of five 
years ago to . establish an 
archives depository here for 
the mass of papers and doc~,J
ments compile(! in the wake of 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill of 
1989. 
"I think its time to revisit that," 
Mayor Cobb told the council 
Monday night ''Let's open up 
the dialogue again and try to 

·get the proposal revisited." 
The issue was raised by coun
cilman John Harris who noted 
that the city hired Tom. Van 
Brocklin several years ago to . 
explore the possibility of an 
archives center in Valdez. 
"Can' we bring that back to life 
again?" he asked. · · 
Councilman Tim Plummer 
says he was puzzled· about the 
dispensing ofthe $900 million 
by the ~xxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Truste~ Council. 
"I find it more than amazing 
when I watch all of that money 
spent by the trustee council all · 

· over the state of Alaska," said 
Plummer. 
"Valdez was impacted as much 
as anybody and we will proba
bly feel the longest impact of 
anyone and yet nothing still 
seems to be done or ea·nnarked 
for Valdez, he .said. 
"And that to me is just unbe
lievable. If someone else can 
figure out the basis for the 
decisions they are making, 
then they are a bener person 
than I am because there is no 
rhyme nor reason for how they 
determine how that money is 
spent," Plummer told the 
council. 

"It's a sad state of affairs, that there have been a number of 
Valdez has been unable to ben- small jobs done in Valdez," he 
efit the way so many other said. · 
areas have.'' The Blondeau property is 
"I see the EPA {U.S. under. review right now and 
Environmental Protection the Duck Flats is under study, 
Agency) where it announced it· ·he said. "However when you 
would use some of the fine · look at the volume of money, 
money to spend in Ne~ York". compared to the impact,· we 
and New Jersey. So it's made it . have certainly been short
to the east coast now, some of changed. 
the (Exx~n Valdez fine ·"When you see tens of mil
money," Plummer added. lions of- dollars spent in 
"The money follows the polit- Kodiak and Afognak who got 
ical power:" remarked council.: a couple of tarballs about this 
man· Lynn Chrystal. "That's big, compared to what. was 
what it amounts to and it's spent in Valdez," said 
very frustrating." Chrystal. "Whatever was 
Mayor Cobb rose to the spent · here was chump 
defense· of the Ex.xon Valdez change." _ 
Trustee Council. "1 will say in "I don't disagree," remarked 
defense· of the council that the Mayor. 

Homer Spit 
will receive 
EVOS protection 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
·Trustee council authorized on Oct. 
3 $422,100 to protect 68.7 acres 

. or low-lying intertidal fiats and 
salt marsh at the base of Homer 

.Spit. It authorized another 
. $574,000 for a 38-acre lot on near

by Beluga· Slough. It is anticipated 
· that the City or Homer will con-
' tribute an .additional $41,000 · 
towards acquisition of the Beluga 
·Slough property. 
· The Trust for 'Public Lands, 
working with the City of Homer 
and the Kachemak Bay-Heritage 
Land Trust, put together the land 
packages by acquiring options 
from several landowners. The 
Trustee Council agreed to pay the 
appraised value for the properties 
and to turn the land ovet to the 
City of Homer for long-tenn man
agement under the tenns of a pro
tective conservation easement. 

CORDOVA TIMES 
OCTOBER 9,, 1997 
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Opinion The Seward Phoenix LOG 

net are endeavoring to integrate the 
· Washington State curriculum into 

their programs. . 
The aquarium is setting up a 

partnership with schools. They 
hope to work with teachers and set 
up working relations that have a 
minimum four-year commitment. 
Even the Seattle Zoo works with a 
specific age group by targeting Sec
ond graders and fulfilling a portion 
of their learning requirements .. 

Seward schools and the Alaska 
SeaLife Center have already begun 
working on a similar partnership. 
The fruits of this can be seen in the 
recent presentation by a National 
Geographic photographer Flip 
Nicklin to a capacity student crowd 

· at Seward Middle/High School. 
This presentation was made possi
ble through the efforts of Les 
Thomas of the Alaska Science and 
Technology Foundation and Leslie 
Peart of the Alaska SeaLife Center. 
It is just the beginning of what 
should be a symbiotic partnership 
between our s~hools and the 
world's newest aquarium. 

Jerry Dixon is rhe Quest teacher 
at rhe Seward Elememary School 
and a McAuliffe Fellow. · 

" \ 
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Challengers :Welles, Waddell oust incutpbetilts 
bJ Hal S~c:e 
Sl&ft'Writer 

Voters rumed out bodl Hoi'IICI' ·_City 
Council incumbents by wide m~~.r~ins · 
Thesday, electing in their place a paii of 
busines.vnen wlio had •ucces.sfully spun the 
11raw of controversial zoning dcx:biODS IUid 
higher warer rates adopted !his year into 
political gold. 

Scalzi . · wu :~:enged. They als~ _ Wellea topped all Candidatea with 36S 
returned both . bents to the Ken111 · votea, . followed by Waddell· with 339. 
Peniosula BOaid. o( Eduation.. (See story, Kernes was a distant third with 274 votes 
Page 13.) and Cassidy was last at 262 voles. The same 

cast ballots. Of 3,267 n:gistcn:d voten. only 
766 bothered to go to the polls - 23.4 per
cent Another 6S absentee ballots and 18 
questioned ballots remain to be counted. 

· ln a city elcc:tion ihat bad been difficult relationship was reflected in all three city 
to pmlict, Luke Welles IUid AI Waddell cas· piecincts. · . 

"For better or wone. onward and for
ward. That's about the sum of it" Welles 
said yestmlay 1110rning after waking up a 
councilmaD-elect. '1 guess now I'll have to 
mari:: off every other Monday for meetings 
IUid go forward from then:." 

ily dcfated COIIIICilwornan Susan Kernes, Long-time Homer resident Ray 
who was seeking· her SCCODd term. .a.nd · Kranich allO was elected to a one-year 
Couoc:ilwoman Sylvia Cassidy, a relative COUDCil acat. He was' wx:hallc:aged a.nd got 
.newcomer to Homer who had been appoint· S72 votes. . Meanwhile, voters outside the city in 

Assembly · District 9 re-elected 
Assemblyman Drew Scalzi to I.DOCber tenn. 

ed to fill a vaeancy last fall. Cassidy was . Voter turnout was poor. Slightly more 
seeking ~ fint fulll.eml. · · than ooe out of 1M:fY five eligible vot.en 

"'Waddclllhannc cum:nt council"'\vilr'"'aniJ· · 
Welles said be bad a feeling he would development." That issue bad a decided 

be the top vote-getter. effect on the election. 
"In all honesty, 1 wanted 10 be either "I would dearly love to get immediate-

No. 1 or No.4," be said. 'The tow tumoul is ly rolling on public meetings in regards to 

disturbing, but --------------·-- the comprehensive 
Homer is known for plan and \ISC that as 
notoriously low "Timing will· be ·the the driving force 
voter lumouL 1 hope h . . 'T'h ; . . fi for .a · zoning Jaw 
thatwillcbangc." t zng. 1., ere _lS a Ull review,"· Welles 

Welles said / t (b. ,.f', th '/) said. ':Timing will 
writing the 1998 p a e e;ore e councz be the thing. There 
budget. will-~ ~ at this moment.~, is a· full plate 
first tbmg on bts hsl. (before lbe coun-

Thcn be said be -Luke WeUes ~~menL~_.' . this 
wants lo pursue cre-
ation of an econom· He· also said 
ic development coordinator position and the · be expects the new walc:r and sewer raies 
projects on the legislative wish-list _ most passed a few weeks ago to ·gel a second 
important, money for the sewer-line upgrade look. · 
and pump slalion under the Bypass. "I ·have a sinking feeling all.lhal's not 

"As soon as possible, I'd like 10 cap the over yell haven't done my homework on 
lime of council meetings at II p.m.," he that ycl. I've jusl heard rumors that people 
said. Currently, the council can conduct wan I lo revisit this... . 
business until midnigb~_and beyond if they Waddell said the vote was a mandate-
suspend the rules. ·. . . for more progress. · ·~· .... ·'-:. •· , .. ::- ~·~....:<' 

Well~ also bas his sights sel on "It's not that anyone wants skyscrapers 
revamping city zoning laws. Differences in in Homer," be said. "We've gol a communi
interpn:t:~tion of the zoning code between ty here. but we have to look at tax bases and 
the council and the Homer Advisory job~. Those arc quite important." 
Planning and Zoning Commission earlier W:~ddell said he thought the election 
this year led to charges by Welles and turned on the controversy over the car wa~h 

'&nd'the'~ rates. 
"I'd bavc.io say t'oo percent," be said. 
Working up the 1998 budget will be the 

first order of business, be said. After that. be 
said be wants to focus on rebuilding the 
city's Main Docie. and encouraging_more 
freight and ~our-ship. business here. · 

. He also said be is in f:~vor of selling 
aside land on the Homer Spit and Beluga 
Slough for habilat. a project that now enjoys 
the backing of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 

, Trustee Council, The council is likely 10 
.~ consider ! support_.. · 

ivc resolution in the 
! ncx1 few weeks thai 

should help clear 
lhc way for spill 
money to fund the 
conservation ease
ments. Waddell said 
be also supports 
trails and parks. 

Kernes said 
she enjoyed her three years on" the council, 
adding thai she thinks she helped do good 
work: She thanked her supporters and 
wished lbe new council good luck. 

'They're going to need il," she said. 
Kernes said she lost because the oppo

sition did what it· needed to do to win and 
she did not. 

·•t think they ~uccessfully networked 



• ·ancs 'gOI'out'the'"Vote," She'saut.-n~ey••paid' · 
more attention to the campaign than I did. I 
was busy doing my paid consuiUlnt work 
and when I wasn't doing that, my council 
w~rk. I didn't take the time I certainly 
should have to campaign." 

There were other reasons. however. she 
'said. 

..... ~ · ... "1 . think the winning candidates sue
, cessfully manipulated the car-wash issue to 
: their advantage by turning it into an emo
; tional. as opposed to a factual. issue," she 

· said. "'The emOiion· 
al part was 'Why · 
can't there be a car 
wash in the Central 
Business District? 
That would be 
nice,' versus· the-. 

· factual issue that 
car washes are not 
allowed in the CBD 
and that the council 

simply had no choice" but to overturn the 
planning commission. 

Kernes said the increase in the Water 
and sewer rates was a contributing factor in 
the defeat of the incumbents. She said there 
has been general dissa_tisfaction with the city 
and how it handles finances - a perception 
that it does so badly. Kernes said that isn't 

' ' . 
necessarily the case, but that it is true that 
administrative costs are high. She noted a 
study done during p{Cparation of the new 
water rates that showed around 45 percent of 
the costS were administrative. 

"It has to be examined why it costs $17 
to send out each bill,!' she said. 

Being voted-off the council was disap
pointing and she said she was saddened by . 
the outcome; But she also was relieved, she 
said. She now has more time to devote to her 
other public position as a member of the 
Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission. 

Being on the council "was a juggle," 
she said. "I do have a life." 

'Cassidy said she. was, too, sorry the 
vote turned out the way it did. . 

"I think what we slal1ed to do on the 
council was very good stuff," she said. 
"Now I'm afraid that effort will be. truncal· 
ed." She· added that nex.t year's election 
could be critical. The seat held by 
Councilman Dennis Leach and the one-year 
seat just won by Kranich will both be up, as 
will the office of mayor. 

Cassidy said it was-clear: the<people. 
opposing the incumbents were well-orga-

nized. ·she abo said the council has had to good and .1 had good input. 1 ran· on my 
deal with some "heavy issues" during the .. record.:1 thought that people who listened to 
past year, the results of which got a lot of KBBI, had cable 1V and read newspapers 
publicity. ' ' would be the ones out there voting and giv-

"lt appears to me that these were used . ing weight to my atguments and dec:isions. 
. by some in the. community as a reason to It should have been obvious, but the vote. 

. speak against the actions of the council to doesn't renec:t that. It renec:ts thiu1 came in 
evoke some kind of negative comment,". last. I hoped 1. woold.,win..but. anticipated 

.Cass.idy said. "It gave them fuel for.the thatlwouldn:t." .· · .: ... · .... ,\ :.:·.·,-·: 
information they were trying to dissemi· · 1' . Kranich, who ran unopposed, was 
nate." · ·. · · · .teluctant to read too much into ihe ovefall 

During the controversy that arose over a. · elc;ction. . . • .. · · . · · . . 
commission decision that a car wash should "· · ·"I wouldn't want to say the vo~ renects· . 
be permitted on the Bypass. Cassidy pointed a mandate or anything like that," he said. · 

· · to the record of the commission meetings "But voters have sent a n~essage that the 
saying two of its n~embers who might have . council and the city ad_minislnltion need 'to 
had a connict of interest had led that discus- look differently at how we do business. I . 
sion. Calling into question the integrity of can't get a vision out of a crystal ball why 
those commissioners. may have helped fuel voters voted the way Jbey did." 
the effort to tum out the two incumbents. Kranich said he is ready to go to work.. 

Cassidy, however, has no regrets abOut but expec:ts, despite his years on the Port and 
what she said or how she voted when the Harbor Commission, to require a learning 
council sat as a board of adjustment and period. One thing he would like to see hap
reversed the commission's car-wash deci· pen is to review policies regarding how var
sion. ious city departments work and to give Ciry 

Cassidy was philosophical about her Manager Pani Whalin some "explicit 
short-lived political career .. "1 was son or marching orders" on conducting city busi· 

.)')ike~ ~9.I'QIUI·~~~.,~~e4~~rien~ _~m~;.,._-!l~..:.~t..J..h~q~:*;l.:!-a.gp~ .t~i 
· now•J'm'gone." she sa1d. ''Tbe year·was manager.~--• • --·•• 

1 

' 
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Ha.rbor Seal ,Numbers 
·Are Still In Decline 

. VALDEZ (AP)--Scien
tists ·say •· Prince William 
Sound harbor seals remain in 
decline while populations 
south of Kodiak lsland·have 

_stabilized. 
. Biologists f0cused Friday 
on,ramitications of the 'Exxon 
. Valdez ·oil spill as · the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science met 
in Valdez. · The · three-day 
meeting drew about 140 
researchers and ended 
Saturday. ; 

The t.anker wreck in 1989 
dumped nearly II million gal- . 
Ions of oil into prime fishing . 
waters and tainted hundreds 
of miles of A Iaska coastline as 
far south as Homer. 

Exper1s continue to debate 
the spill's iongtenn effect, if 
any, after oil killed birds and 

. marine life in its path. 
At the Valdez co11ference. 

.Brian. Fadely, a researcher at 
the Universitv of Alaska 

. '. 
Fairbanks, said. harb.or seal 

· populations in Southeast have 
long been stable or increasing 
slightly. 

In the Sound and ofT Kodiak 
Island, however, the seal's 
numbers have dropped dra
matically for 20 years. Fadely, 
with UAF's School of 
Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, 
said the oil spill had accentu
ated the problem. 

·'There's lots of speculation 

and work being done on find
ing· out· what is the cause." 
Fadely said. · 

So far there are no answers 
but a favored 'theory is that 

· there has been a reduction in 
the amount of ·or quality of 
food, Fadely said. Scientists 
have tested the idea by exam
ining the seals' blood, weight 
and body condition. · 

But a comparison of 1960s 
and 1990s data· on length, 
body \veight and blubber 
thickness showed no signiti
cant differences. 

Scientists also found that 
Prince William Sound seals 
have a slightly higher blubber 
density than Southeast seals. 
That means the fat has more 
lipids. which provide better 
energy storage and indicate 
the animals are in better con
dition, Fadely said. 

Researcher Amy Hirons. of 
UAF's Institute of Marine 
Science, said she staned col
lecting seals' \vhiskers in 
1993 to look at their chemical 
content and grov.th' rates, to 
test the food-chain idea. · 

The institute also reported 
on a study begun this summer 
on seal pups south.of Kodiak. 
near Tugidak Island. 
Scientists say a separate study 
completed this summer shows 
the Tugidak-area seal popula-

. tions had stabilized but at a 
reduced number. 
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Land Otters Placed 
On Protective List 

CORDOVA--The. 1997/98 
. 'trapping season for land otters 

in \vestern Prince William 
Sound between Port Nellie 

· J_uan and Icy Bay on the main
land and in the Knight Island 
area has been cancelled by 
emergency order of the Alaska 

··Department of Fish and Game. 
· Area wildlife biolo

.,gist Roy Nowlin said the clo
sure is necessary to help 
researcher· determ inc if otters 

.. are recovering from the Exxon 
"Valdez oil s~ill. .... · .· 

He said oil contami
nation from the 1989 spill 
caused i.njury to the land otter 
populations in western Prince 

·William Sound. 

Thursday, October 9, 1997 

Damage assessment 
studies during the three years 
following the spill showed 
otter food. body mass, move
ments and physiology were 
affected by oil pollution. 

Ongoing research is 
_essential he said. to de.terminc 
if otters are recovering. 
Researchers must capture and 
release a many animals as pos
sible to collect sampl~s and 
take measurements, Nowlin 
said . 
.. · · · ··Trapping · act1v1ty 
could interfere with the 
research if otters are removed 
from the study area, or ifotters 

. become trap shy. he added. 

The Cordova Times 

Area update 

Chenega Bay uses 
new technology to 
clean up Exxon oil 

Chenega Bay residents, state 
officials and an· oil spill contrac
tor spent six weeks using "air 
knives" to inject air and solvent 

. into oily rock·and gravel that has 
been left uncleaned at Sleepy Bay 
and Latouche Island since the 
1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. 

The process helped lift the oil 
to the surface, where it was then 
washed down the beach and cor-

. railed by ~ooms floating offshore. 
The aeration was also said to con-· 
tribute to the biodegradation of the 
oil by supplying much-needed 
oxygen to the subsurface. 
microbes. 

The project was funded by the 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
based on a grant proposal from 
Chenega resi'dents. The Prince 
William Sound. Economic 
Development Council managed 
the beach cleaning project. 

I' 
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Homer Spit land, purch!)s~tl 
... .-. 

Oil spill trustees approved $1 mil.liqn·for·1 00 acres 
4 •••• . .. 

ANCHORAGE (AP) - tracts. "It's absolutely wonderful," in the intertidal flats. 
Trustees overseeing Alaska's $900 Cushing said. . .·7: · · .• 
million oil spill settlement will buy · The Exxon Yaldez oil spill 
100 acres on the Homer spit to pre- trustee cou.ncil voted Friday to 
serve lands used by migrating spend ~22; 100 for 69 acres oflow
shorebirds. · · ; lying intertidal flats and salt marsh 

Harbor seals, juvenile salmon 
and a variety of waterfowl also feed 
in the area. The slough draws shore
birds and waterfowl as well. · . 

The property was purch~sect 
from several private landowners in 
package deals put together by a 
California nonprofit organization 
called Trust for Public Lands. 

Land at the. base of Homer spit is ~t the base of the spit ·and another 
home to the annual Kachemak Bay $574,000 for a 38-acre lot on 
shor.ebird festival, wh~ch draws Beluga Slough. 
.thousands of birdWatchers to The city of Homer is contribut
Homer during spring migration. ing $41,000 toward the slough pur
The oil spill trustees also approved chase and will hold title to the land 
buyins a parcel at nearby Beluga •md m•mage it. 
Slough. Part of the purchase includes 

Homer Mayor Jack Cushing said land on both sides of the spit. The 
the purchase satisfies a decade-long site attracts migrating shorebirds to 
city wish to acquire and protect both the bay side to feed on invertebrates · 

The Homer tract is the latest in a 
series of land purchases by the 
council, which· includes state and 
federal officials overseeing 
Exxon's payment to settle lawsuits 
stemming from the Prince William 
~ound oil spill in 1989. 
' . 
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EVOS council meets in Juneau 
The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 

Trustee Council will meet in Ju
neau. Friday. Oct. 3, to discuss 
strategies for archaeological res
toration in Prince William Sound · 
and future financial investments. 

The Council is also scheduled 
for possible action to acquire 
small parcels on the Homer Spit. 

The meeting will begin at I 0:30 
a.m. at the Forest Service Confer
ence Room 541 A. Federal Build-

ing, 7CYJ West Ninth Street in Ju
neau. It will also be 
tcleconferenced to the Restoration 
Office conference room, 645 G 
Street, Suite 40 I in Anchorage. 

A· public comment period is 
scheduled to begin at II a.m. In
dividuals can arrange to partici
pate via teleconference by con
tacting the Restoration Office at 
907-278-8012 or toll free, 1-800-
478-7745. 

.. 



Sealij! 
habitats 
mirror 
,real thing 
-~~· \l ,. "'~'. ' 
By R()ger Kane 

LOG Staff 
Barnacles, mussels. limpets, 

starfish and· a couple types of shell
fish adorn the boulders and other large 
chunks of rock, just below the tide~ 
lines. 

. · · Dend trees and tree branches litter 
the clifffaces. Small patches of grass 
have sprung up in· the crevasses and 
on the tops of the cliffs. 

The low-tide waterline is delin
eated by muted green, red and brown 
stains that gradually fnde into the 
black and grey speckles of the granite. 

Black sand covers the cave floors 
. and lays in ripples, deposited by the 
· .. reccding tide. · 

Soon there will be birds, sea lions 
. and seals on the rocks and in the water. 
Researchers will be gathering infor-

. mali on and tourists will be jockeying 
for 'the best views. And there will be 
-the inevi!able ooohs and aaaahs over 
the landscape. 

All the species of plants and ani
mals are what you would lind on the 
Chiswelllslands and in Resurrection 
Bay, but you won't have to leave 

Aaron Miracle assists Mike Bowden with concrete application 
in one of the small caves between the seal exhibit and the sea 
lion exhibit. The concrete they are pouring will be troweled 
smooth, rippled to create the illusion of a sandy floor and will 
be impreganted with black sand. 

shore to find them. To make the simulated granite 
Perhaps the most attractive feature look as rc.alist.ic as possible. it is paint

of the Alaska SeaLife Center will be ed. 
the three large exhibits, housing Julia Goldman. one of the painter$ 
Steller sea lions. harbor seals and a working on the project. said "it's sort 
host of seabirds. of a water-color technique." with a lot 

It took the subcontractor. Jolly of thin layers of paint applied to give 
Miller. all summcno create the natur· the concrete a speckled look. 
a!-looking$ 1.35 million habitat, and She uses watered-down latex 
painstaking efforts were made to house paint and dyes to achieve the 
make things as realistic as possible, colors of the natural landscape. She 
said Matt Stevens. the crew's super- docs her painting with spray bottJes, 
intendent. sponges and hoses. 

Cliffs and boulders are created Cracks are darkened to make them 
from steel rebar, chicken wire and · ·Jook wet. like naturaJ rocks. And the 
super-strong concrete, pneumatically · gentle shading of the tidal zones is · 
applied. After that hardens~ a three· to mimicked with dyes from spray bot
four-inch layer of the "shot crete" is · tles. 
applied to the structural concrete sur- Goldman has a line-arts degree, 
face and expertly carved to look like but she said there~s no formalized 
granite. training for rock painting. 

Barnacles, mussels and other "You do it enough and it sort of 
shellfish. apparently clinging to the becomes automatic," she said. 
boulders, are also man-made. Mike Pope, the man in charge of 

Lead artist for the project, Pancho plncing the deadfalls and vegetation, 
Vining. said silicon molds must fm;t said the recently completed bird 
be made from the real critters. From exhibit is his "pride and joy." ~n f.•:. 
them, castings are made with a The deadfalls really carne together. m 
cement mixture and mortared to the part bc.:ausc of a gold mine of deJd
rock work in a wide band called the falls in his friends' backyards. 
tidal z.one. · He ~d locating the plant sp.:.:ies 

he needed was easy after he consulted 
with friends and co-workers from 

. Seward. 
"I showed them pictures from 

books and they'd say. 'Oh, I know 
where that is::· Pope said. 

Because gathering plants from 
national parks and nalional forests is 
illegal, he said the loc:ils' knowledge 
of the plants was crucial and that. 
many of the species he needed were 
found alongside roads or in people's 
backyards. 

Some species· of plants Pope 
incorporated into the exhibits are 
Pacific water parsley. wild celery, 
yarrow, smooth alurnroot, dwarf f tre· 
weed, Sitka spruce and beach rye.·: · . 

Other grasses were supplied by 
Stoney Wright, manager of the Alaska 
Plant Material Center in Palmer, arr · 

. arm of the state Department of 
Natural Resources. 

Wright said the Plant Material 
Center wa5 contracted by Jolly Miller, 
which was looking for native grass
es. He said he was working on a pro-· 
ject for the state Department. of 
Transportation at the time, and .col-· 
lected the seeds while he was on that 
job. 
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.Weatl,l.ered crude oil 
imp:acts herring ·~ggs 

The Exxon Valdez spilled its oil to develop abnormally. "One of 
just as herring were returning to the most prominent effects we 

·" _sPaWn along ~he shores of Prince saw, which we measured right af· 
William Sound. In 1993, when ter the eggs hatched, was a swell- ' 
most of the herring hatched dur- ing of the yolk sac and this would 
lng the spill should have returned become progressively more se-
to spawn ·for the first time, the vere and more frequent with in
population collapsed. That year· creases in ·concentration," said 
saw the least spawn ever recorded Carls. 'The same thing would 
in ·Prince William Sound. The · happen as time went on. So you 
$12 million annual fishery was could see the effect increasing as 
canceied for four successive years. a function of time as well." 

Researchers are still trying to Other defects included small 
determine wheth~r the 1993 her- jaws, shorter larval length, re
ring failure was in any way con- duced swimming ability, in
nected to the oil spill. creased spinal defects. and pre-

Scientists at the National Ma- mature hatch. 
rine Fisheries Service Auke Bay In the lab, herring larvae ex
Lab experimented to find out if perienced genetic damage when 
the spill had affected the exposed to crude oil. But the 
herring's ability to reproduce. In . level of exposure that led to ge- . 
the process they diseovered some netic damage was higher than the 
important effects of crude· oil on ··level that produced- abnormal de
eggs, larvae, and adults. velopment. Researchers think 
.: They found that the most toxic that any genetically-damaged 
parts of the Prudhoe Bay oil are herring larvae probably died due 
actually .the heavier hydrocarbons to deformities before they could 
which remain when oil "weath- pass on the genetic harm. · 
ers." As the lighter compounds Adults expo~ to weathered 
dissipate; the ·weathered . oil. be- crude oil had compromised im
comes more toxic-at lower con-· mune systems and were more 
centrations,. How long it remains likely to develop viral hemorrhagic 
toxic and harmful to living or- septicemia, the deadly virus sus
ganisms is unknown. ·· pected ·of hcing· the immediate 

Researchers exposed ~ult_ her- . cause of the .19,93. ~rring c~, s-~ 
ring to weathered oil·~and~~.b-·~:·: 1 Al~9ugh,..~ie'!_ys~. ~tiY ha.ve. 
served them .. Eggs and larv~ not established .how-many""Wtl<f' 
also were exposed ·to weathered · herring were actually killed by 
oil over a 16-day period-_in. sepa-- · exposure to oil in 1989, they have 
rate tests. . · · .' ··· ·: shown that the spill could have . 

When herring are e'xposed· to· been a· factor in'·the 1993 P<>Pu
the heavy compounds a liul~ can lation crash. and that there is a 
cause a lot of damage, said Mark strong likelihood that the virus 
(:arls of the Auke Bay Lah: 'The was present in 1989 .. 
take home message· that we came 
up with was the amount of· oil Jodv Sdt: lives in Cordova and 
that was required to cause proh- also produces the Alaska ·coastal 
lems in the eggs and the suhsc- Currell/s radio program. These
quently hatched larvae w<lS a Jot des is sponsored by the Exxon 
smaller -than has hccn reported Valde: Oil Spill Trustee Council 
previously," said Carls. to provide infomration about res· 

Eggs exp<,>sed to weathered - toratimr aclivi~~ts within the sp!ll 
crude oil were much more likely region. 



Research studies effects of Weathered oil on herring 
By JOOY SEITZ 

Alaska Coastal Currents 

The Exxon Valdez spilled its oil just as 
herring were returning to spawn along_the 
shores of Prince William Sound. In 1993, 
when n\ost of the herring hatched during 
the spill should have returned to spawn for 
the lirst time, the population \.:ollapsed. 
That year saw the least spawn ever record
ed in Prince William Sound. The $12 mil
lion annual lishery was canceled fqr four 
successive years. 

Researchers are still trying to deter
.. mine whether the 1993 herring failure was 
in any way connected to the oil spill. · 

Scientists at the National Marine· 
Fisheries Service Auke Bay Lab experi
mented 'P. fif!.d out if the spill had affected 

· · · the heniiig:~ -ability to reproduce. In the 
process they·· discovered some important 
effects of crude·· oil on. eggs, larvae, and 
adultS. · · · ··:. "· 1 

.. They found that the mo~ttoxic parts of 
the Prudhoe Bay oil are actually_ the heav-

ier hydrocarP<>ns which remain , when oil·· 
"weathers." As the lighter compounds 

· dissipate, the weathered oil becomes inore 
toxic at lower concentrations. How long it 
remains toxic and harmful to living organ

. isms is unknown. 
Researchers exposed adult herring to 

weathered oil and observed them. Eggs 
· and larvae also were exposed to weath· 
ered oil over a 16-day period in separate 
tests. 

When herring are exposed to the heavy 
compounds a little can cause a lot of dam
age. said Mark Carls of the Auke Bay 
Lab. 'The ·take home message that we 
came up with was the amount of oil that 
was required to cause problems in the 
eggs and the subsequently hatched larvae 

·was a lot smaller than has been reported 
previously," said Carls. 

Eggs exposed to weathered crude oi I 
·w-ere much more likely to develop abnor
mally. "One of the most prominent effects 
we saw, which we measured righrafter the 
eggs hatched, was a swelling of the yolk 

sac and this would become progressively 
more severe and more frequent with 
increases in concentration," said Carls. 
'The same thing would happen as time 
went on. So you could see the effect 
increasing as a function of time as well.'' 
Other defects included small jaws, shoner 
larval length, reduced swimming ability, 
increased spinal defects, and premature 
hatch. 

In the lab, herring larvae experienced 
genetic damage when exposed to crude 
oil. But the level of exposure that led to 

·genetic damage was higher than the level 
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. that produced abnormal development. 
Researchers think that any genetically

. damaged herring larvae probably died due 
to defonnities before they could pass on 

· lhe genetic hann. . . 
Adults exposed to weathered ~.:rude oil 

had compromised. immune systems ~nd 
were more likely to develop viral her 
rhagic septicemia, the deadly virus .• ur 

pected of being the immediate cause of the 
1993 herring crash. 

Although scientists still have not estab-
. lished how many wild herring were actu
ally killed by exposure to oil in 1989, they 
have shown that the spill could have been 
a factor in the 1993 population crash. and 
that there is a strong likelihood that the 
virus was present in 1989. · 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also 
produces the Alaska Coastal Currmts 
radio program. The st'ries is sponsored by 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to provide injom10tion about restoratio11 
activities within the spill region. 
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ly JON HOLL.AHD 
Ptllinlula Clarion 

The booming little town. of 
Scwud wil.l have plenty of choic,, 
es in Tuesday's election. Eight can· 
didatcs. including two incumbents •. 
arc vying for lhtcc se:us on the city 
council. and the mayoral race fca· 
tures a lonstime Alaskan, Seward 
resident and public servant against 
a Harvard-educated, slobe-trot
ting, former world bank advisor. 

The key issues in the chiction. 
seem to center around problems 
most Alaska towns would envy
how to control burgeonins lf(?wth in 

a local economic boom. The city 
wants to cxpud its harbor facilities 
to accommodate more traffic from 
crulse ships: the new Alaska Se4ife 
Center is scheduled to be fully oper· 
ationa! by May I and a small ~m 
in business ancillary to these 
momentous events is expected.· · 

Other projects on the horizon 
illClude expansion or the ~ 
frei&ht dock, a convention ceuter 
and expansion or the Sprin& Creek 
Correctional Center. · · · 

Louis Bencardino said his long 
and diverse career of public service 
in Al:uka rnalces him the most qual-

NAME: Louis Bencardino 
OFFICE: Mayor 
AGE:60 
RESIDENCY: 30 yeais In 
Alaska. 23 years in Seward . . 
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI· 
ENCE: Seward pofJCe chief 17 
years, city council lhree years, 
IWO years as mayor of Seward. 
JOB: Relired police chief 
FAMILY: Wrle OiiMI and lour. 
c:hildrett, a.a grown and living on 
lhe East Coast 

ified for the office. · 
His persOnal soals for his next 

term in office. if elected. arc to get 
the SeaLire Center up and running. 
to build a new Alaska Railroad 
freight dock and to start planning a· 
convention center. He also would 
like 10 build more Nordic ski tnils 
around town and expand the 
prison. · 

Beneardirio said the binest 
challenge facing the city or Seward 
will be "to know when enough is 
enough;" . 

"1 expect tourism in Seward to 
be mucd out in the next 10 years," 
he said. 

Bcncardino said he is running 
out or a sense or altruism. toward the 

town of Seward. 
"I love this community and the 

people in it. I'm dedicated to this 
town and I like helping people." 

Bob S;uin believes his educa· 
lion. a doctorate in economics and 
a. masters in geology. plus his e:~~pe· 
riencc as a project advisor and port· 
folio manager for lhe world bank 
q11a!ify him to be mayor~f,Seward. 

development. the development or 
year-round jobs and linlling :1 bal· 
ance between the booming tourism 
industry and quality orlife forye:r.r· 

His personal goal 'for his r11st 
term in office. if elected,' will be to 
conduct a systematic review of 
enterprises owned by the city and 
whclher or not the. citY, belongs in 

· ruunll residents. 

NAME: Bob .Salin · 
OFFICE: Mayor , 
AGE: 66 
RESIDENCY: Three years in 
Seward 
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERt· 
ENCE: Former senior advisor to 
lhe World Bank in Washingtoo, 
O.C .. taught at lhe University of 
Michigan. Harvard. the· Poly• 

"flrankly. I wasn't going to run 
again. but because of the develop
ment crossroads we are :11 right 
nl)w.l feel I can lend some valuable 
e:~~perien.:e ~nil knowledge.~ 

NAME: Marianna Kiel 
OFFICE: City counca 
AGE:46 

· : .tecnn..: oi.Centr&l ~~,. 
. University CoRege of london. . "' 
. JOB: Retired lrom world bank 
in t 994. Currently a vOlunteer 
with the National Park Service 
at Kenai FJOrds National Parlt 
and Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park. 

RESIDENCY: Seward lor 
•. :"";--V.ft')tl~#.·y~·~·,··".~: t .;~; ··' 

PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI· 
ENCE: One two-year term on 
the city council and '"lots of ~ 
unteer jobs" 

FAMII. Y: Seven grandchildren 
all living on tile East Coast pr in 
lon<!on. 

thu~c bu~inesses. 
"h lli,tresscs me 10 see a citv 

whol>t mono seems to be 'Really. 
lire. aim:·· S:llin snill. "It also dis· 
trc••cs nu: 10 see the assets of the · 
111;10\' \'1111\'encllto the assetS of the 
f..:w/· ·' 

Tiu: hi););CSI .;hallengc fadn1 the 
l.'ity. he saiJ. is completing the tr:ln· 
sitiun tu nm:~jor tourism.~entcr. 

I le al~u believes too much ofthe 
dty·~ bu,incss h:r.s been conllut."'C~ 
in se.:re.·y hy a network of insiders. 

··t • ....,:~l government should be 
m•IU UjX'nanll fair than it h:~s been 
in the l;~,t r.:w yean," he' uill. 

NAME: Margaret Anderson . 
OFFICE: City counc:ij 
AGE: 64 
RESIDENCY: 'A. lifelong 
Seward resident· 
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERt· 
ENCE:.Two two-year terms on 
tne clly counc:~. at\d previous 
e aperience on tne hospital and 
school boards 
JOB: Retired fish processor 
manager 
FAMII. Y: Widow with grown 
children a.nd nine grandchildren 

~bt!!:m:t Anller~un s;aill her 
lunl_! tenure in Seward h:IS si.ven her 
.... pr.:uy !!noc.l unllentnnl..lins or 
Seward (luliti..:s." 

"I fe.:J W.C • rc :a rroj!ressi\:e COlli· 

munity in :1 ~rioo uftmnsitii,lll. I'd 
_lito: turru\'ille sume.:unlinuityllur· . 
in~ th;utr;tnsition." )he s:aid. 

: ll..:r r<rsunalroals ar.: to p:~nh:
irate in tht hiring ur a new city 
m;.na\!cr. work on OoooJ conuul.thc 
ur..:ni~¥ uf the Se~Life Center :mil 
th.:· bc;.utilic:atiun "and ·historical 
rreserbtion uf Sev.·:ull. 

Tit.:" lli!!~CSt .:haJtcnj:!CS f.1,·ing 
tlu:· .-uun.-il. )he 'i;.~iJ. arc c,·un••nti.: 

JOB: She is the legislative 
information orr~eer in Seward 
during the legislative session 
FAMII. Y: Husband Duane Kiel 
and two children 

· M:lriann:1 Kicl believes helpin: 
her husband run a c:hancr business. 
raising :1 family :~nil wurkingcive 
her the sort of busy. b:~lanced life 
th:~t provides a gooll backpounll 
for ~n elected oflicial. · 

"I h.we :1 younger family to bal
~nce the mi:~~." she said. 

JGel would like to remain on the 
council to provide some continuity. 
to sec some of the big projects going 
on in Sew:~rd throuJh to completion 
and to help with the 1rowing pains 
she sees Seward uperienc:ing. 

The biggest ch:r.llengts facing 
the council. she sail.!, arc to follow 
through on projects :~!ready in the 
works, such as thc.expansion ofthe 
har®r. lhc prison and completion 
ofthe Se.U.ife Center. 

She is running :~gain because the 
position is :lnuther chilncc to ser"e 
her community. 

'11tc:rc arc a lot of people run· 
ning this time :.nd I think that's 
!!.real fur the ~.:unuuunity.M :.be said. 

NAME: Michael B. CalhOOn 
OFFICE: City council 
AGE:40 
RESIDENCY: Alaska for 35 
years, Seward for two 

. PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERt• 
ENCE:None 

. JOB: Part owner of a B&B and 
a janitor 
FAMILY: Single 

Mh:h:~d Calhoun nil.! his 
knuwlc::Jgc of th.: Seward :~rca ~nil 

· po~itiun un the bu01rll of directors of 
the Seward Chamber of Commer-:c 
anll uperien.:e as a business owner 
qualify him to sc:rve on the city 
~.·uundl. 

If eleele~. his personal roal for 
hi) first term woulll be,to try and get 
the llivc:ne interc:~u in the commu· 



nity "all pulling in the same dircc· 
tion" and to restore public confi· · NAME: Nathan Orr 
dcncc in city government. OFFICE: CitY council 

The biggest challenges facing AGE: 44 
· the city, he said, arc preparations for RESIDENCY: Alaska lor 15 
-~ the opening of the Scal.ifc Center years, Seward lor 6 years 

and diversifying the .economy for PUBLIC OFFICE EX PERl· 
. more year-round employment ENCE: None 

.. oppoftlinitics. JOB: Motel owner and c:arpen· 
· · Calhoon said he decided to run ler 

ously been given a governor's. 
·award for volunteer worlc ·, 
. Her personal goal for her first 
term is to find more year-round 
employment for Seward rcsi· 
dents. 

The biggest challenge facing the 
council, she said, is Scwanl's rapid 
growth and bringing the Scal.ifc 
Center on line as pan of the com
munity. beCause he believed the city gov· FAMILY: Wile Marilynn Olson 

Gage is running, she said, 
because she thinks the council 
needs to be more aucntivc to the 

experience as a construction and preferences of voters. 

.. cmmcnt has lost touch with the and a 3-year-old chad 
: electorate. . . . '------------..J 

"I hope to offer a fresh point or 
view, a.':! open mind and to be acces
sible to the public," he s:~id. · maintenance ·superintendent in "It seems like there is an age~ 

· .. ;, .•·,•: ··~"I ... :· :•;'/OJ,; K ~ 

NAME: Palticlt Callahan 
OFFICE: City c:ounc~ 
AGE:23 
RESIDENCY: Seward lor nine 
years 
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI· 
ENCE: None 

· JOB: Employed by city ol 
Seward campgrounds 
FAMILY: Single 

.. - Patrick Callahan said because he 
is not a small business owner, he 
would offer a new an unique per· 
spcctivc to the city council. 
:-.,."It's not thai l!m against busi· 
·ness ·interests, but the council is 

··dominated by business interests. I 
would be the only one who is not a 

·busineSs owner," he said. 
Callahan would like to sec 

SCward'sgrowth proceed at a more 
··moderate pace and to sec the town 
retain some or its small-town 
aimosphcre. 
' "People don't come to Alaska to 

. secT-shirt shops," Callahan said. 
· ··~ The biggest challenges facing 
the council, he said, arc all about 
growth and development. The 
cou.ncil, he believes, needs to take :1 

more long-term approach to 
growth. 
· He is running. he said, because 

he sees it as :~n opportunity to serve 
his community. 

Nathan Orr says he is qualified 
. for the job based on 20 yc:~rs or 

self employment and previous 

. Burow. · ;~~ditg~~.tJ.!3~ ~3Y.~.O, n\:l!t~!ho~ 
! . "Workiili(Tif'iJvillagc for"'a·· many people s~ out agunst a 
·Native CO!p!)r3tion is prclly politi· plan," she said. 
cal," Orr said. ··r mused to budget· 
ing and listening, and I have good 
communication skills." 

His. personal goal for his first 
tcrn1 is to improve communica· 
tions between the council and the 
public and to overcome what he 
called, "a perception by the public 
or a lot or dc:~ls made behind closed 
doors." 

Orr said the biggest challenges 
for the council will be to establish a 
good working relationship with 
Seward's Jicw city· manager, new 
harbor master and bring the Scal.ifc 
Center on line. 

Orr decided to run for the coun· 
cil because Seward has been good 
to him and he wants to give some
thing back. 

NAME: Marie Gage 
OFFICE: City council 
AGE:43 
RESIDENCY: 37 years 
Seward 
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI· 
ENCE: None 
JOB: Correctional olflc;er at 
Spring Creek Correctional 
Center 
FAMILY: Husband John and 
seven children 

M:~ric Gage believes her person· 
al experience qualifies her for a 
position on the council. She has 
often served in volunteer positions 
in the community and has previ-

NAME: Michael Shon 
OFFICE: City c:ounci 
AGE: 50 
RESIDENCY: .Sewarc:l, 30 
years · 
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERt· 

· ENCE:None 
JOB: Retired lrorn the Alaska 
Marine Highway System 
FAMILY:Wife Donna 

Michael Shott said he has no par~ 
ticular qualifications for 1 city 
council job, but he is going to try it 
anyway. · 

"I've got no experience in pub
lic office, but I'm goingtodoilaoy· 
way, just like everybody else," he 
said. · 

Sholl said he hasn't got a per~ 
sonal agenda for his first lcnn 
either. He is just going to lislelllo 
the public and respond accordins· 
ly. .· 

Shott said there arc so IIWIY 
things going on in Seward ll pre· 
sent, it is hard to isolate any sinatc 
issue as the biggest challenge. 

He said he is running out of a 
sense or civic duty. 

"I' vc been here 30 yean :and lhis 
little town has been pretty aood to 
me, so I though it was time to aivc 
something back." 

Council candidate Brad 
Snowden could not be reacbcd 
because he was out of town. 

Sea life center expands staff 
The Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward has hired Judy King as its 

new project coordinator, Angie Colon as sales manager and 
Corinna Quilliam ~public relations coordinator. 

King will start and maintain the membership program and coor
dinate special projects. She was formerly a cost engineer at Alaska 
Petroleum Contractors. 

Colon previously worked five years as operations supervisor for 
· Gray Line of Alaska. At the SeaLife Center, she will launch and 
manage in-state and national sales campaigns and plan conferences. 
·. Quilliam w9rked three years for Kenai Fjords Tours and recently 
finished her marketing and public relations internship there prior to 
graduating from Washington State University. 
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By NATALIE PHILLIPS 
Daily News reporter 

About $1 million of the 
money paid by Exxon for 
damage caused by its 1989 
spill will be used to buy and. 
protect 100 acres of land at 
the base of the Homer Spit 
and on nearby Beluga Slough. 

The land on the spit is the 
site of the Annual Kachemak 
Bay Shorebird festival, 
which draws thousands of 
birdwatchers to Homer 
every spring for the annual 
migration of shorebirds. 

.. 

'It's absolutely wonder
" said Homer Mayor Jack 
shing. The purchase and 

protection of both parcels has 
been a city dream for 10 
years, but the city didn't have 
the money to do it, he said. 
The city hopes to someday 
build boardwalks and an in
terpretative center on the 
land. , 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council voted Friday· 
to spend $422,100 for 68.7 
acres of low-lying intertidal 
flats and salt marsh at the 
base of the spit and another 
$574,000 for a 38-acre lot on 
Beluga Slough, across from . 
the city's only McDonald's. 
The . city of Homer is con-

ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS 
OCTOBER 4. 1997 

• 

Homer Mayor Jack 
Cushing said the 
purchase and 
protection of the 
land parcels has 
been a city dream 
· for 10 years. 

tributing an additional 
$41,000 toward the slough 
purchase and will hold the ti· 
tie to the land and manage it. 

Part of the purchase in
cludes land on both sides of 
the spit. Every spring, mi
grating shorebirds are at~ 
tracted to the bay side to feed 
on invertebrates in the inter
tidal flats. Harbor seals, juve
nile salmon and a variety of 
waterfowl also feed in the 
area. The slough draws 
shorebirds and waterfowl, as 
well. 

The property was pur
chased from several private 
landowners in package deals 

... 

RON ENGSTROM/ Anchorll~ Ollily News 

put together by a California nonprofit 
organization called Trust for Public 
Lands, which worked with the City of 
Homer and the Kachemak Bay Heritage 
Land Trust .. 

The Trustee Council had received 
more than 150 letters and petitions with 
hundreds of signatures from local resi-

d~nts supporting the land purchase, ac
cording to Molly McCammon, the coun
cil's executive director. 

Gov. Tony Knowles issued a state
ment praising the land deal as some
thing that will ensure the "spit's world
wide reputation remains untarnished 
and that tourism in Homer remains sus-
tainable." · 

'{he sta.te and federal governments 
received $900 million to settle their civ
il lawsuits against Exxon following the 
11 million gallon spill. The Trustee 
Council, made up of state and federal of
ficials, oversees the spending of the set· 
tlement money. Much of the $900 mil
lion has gone to the purchase or land 
that is considered critical habitat for 
birds and marine mammals injured by 
the spill. 



Vill.ages get help ~to:· 
deal with pollution 
By JEFF RICHARDSON 
Mirror Writer 

Kodiak Island villages could 
get some much-needed help with 
waste disposal, thr()ugh a plim 
hcing developed hy the horough 
and the Kodiak Area Native As
sociation. 

With the help of grants from 
the Eltl(On Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council and the Environ
mental Protection Agency, hor
ough and village ·officials have 
worked for the last six momhs to 
llevclup a waste management 
plan. 

Eventually, they hope it will 
clean up some of the pollution 
prohlcms in island villages that 
arc slowing recovery from the oil 
spill. 

And according to Ron Riemer, 

KODIAK. DAILY KI.RR.OR 
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\. 

llorough environmental engineer, 
the prohlt!ms villagers face are 
profound. From overflowing 
l:\ewers to small fuel spills, most 
villages on the island share the 
same concerns, he said. . 

That was confirmed earlier this 
year, when a council of villagers 
met to discuss their environmen
tal prohlems. A representative 
from each village was asked to 
take pictures to help hring the is
sueli to life. 

"It was amazing," Riemer said. 
"It didn't matter what commu
nity it was. they were the same 
pictures." 

Through those meetings, the 
horough has targeted live areas: 
waste water. solid waste, disposal 
of ascd oil/household ha7.ardous 

waste, scrap .. metals, and fuel 
delivery systems. 

The solutions arc still 
evolving. Although a 
$250.000 EVOS Trustee 
Council .grant is paying for 
the study, it will take Clttra 
·money to implement the plan. 

The horough is loo~ing for 
grant sources - and coopera
tion fmm .the villages - to 
help cover some of those costs. 

Officials arc ;tlso trying to 
determine what the specific so
lutions should be. Brenda 
Schwantes. tribal orcrations co
ordinator for KANA, s;~id a 
group of village reprcscntati vcs 
is working with the borough to 
make sure they have the same 
environmental vision. 

"I think it's hcen a real posi
tive process, the work between 
the borough and KANA," she 
said. "I think it's important that 
(the villagt!rs) feel like they 
have a big role in this." 

Some of the village concerns, 
Schwantes said, are: that the 

:proper resources and education 
·arc not available in rural areas. 
People have. noi hcen told how 
w properly dispose of waste oil 
or hazardous waste. And in 
many cases, villages arc too 

' isohlted tn m:tkc pmrcr. wash! 
disrosal convenient. 

"There arc ways to bring 
things inlo the \'illagcs," 
Schwanll:s said. "But there 
aren't good ways to llring any
thing out." 

Schwantes hnpcs :1 waste 
management plan can he 
complc~_cd · hy Novemher, 
when it can he discussed and 
fin!! tuned .in each of the. vil
lages. 

Village representatives have 
.said they arc looking for a 
multi-faceted. approach -
from a new environmental cur
riculum in the schools to up
dated equipment for landfills 
and fueling systems. 

Whatever the solutions, bor
ough offiCials vow they will be 
part of a realistic effort to bailie 
pollution. 

At a meeting with the EVOS 
Trustee Council earlier this 

· month, mayor Jerome Selby 
said "low-tech, simple solu
tions" are at the heart of the· 
plan. 
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NIRF is now the Kodiak Fisheries Research Center 
By SUE JEFFREY 
Mirror Writer 

Affectionately called the NJRF 
building for the past few years, 
the Ncar Island Research Facil· 
ity has lost-its nickname. 

-Its new persona, the Kodiak 
· fisheries Research Center, docs 

not lend itself to an amusing ac
ronym but it docs say more about 
the facility, .Kodiak Island Bor
ough Mayor Jerome Selby c.x
plaincd tQ the assembly at last 
night's borough meeting. 

"Other than in Ko<.liak, most 
people would not know where 
Ncar Island is," he said. "A'nd 
'research facility' docs -not indi
Cille what kind of research will 
·take place here.'-' 

The name change: will go into 
~(feet immediately· so it-can be 
used for signs being prepared for 
the building. Selby explained. 

ConstructiQn is going full-

Research facility 
Continued from Page 1 

already been reached~.. · 
The reorganization cannot· 

happen too soon, according to 
some assembly members. . 

"Jack Walsh (school district 
director or special services) says 
in a _lcuer to the borough that 
'I he recent exodus of staff mem
bers at the Mental Health Cen
ter has seriously compromised 

speed, 10 days ahead of sched- the $19 million Kodiak Fisheries 
ulc, with doors to open Oct. I, Research-Center with. funds from 
t99s: the Shuyak Island land sale, the 

The timing could not be bet- University of Alaska and the Na-
ter, Selby said last night. tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 

'The Dinkum Sands money is Administration, or NOAA. 
a done deal. $160 million went- The 51,739-square-foot rc
to the federal government and search center will house circu
Scn. (Ted) Stevens' bill to dedi- . lating salt water laboratories and. 
calc ~0 percent for marine r:c- . office space for its tenants, 
search remained intact as it NOAA, the National Park Scr
passcd out of conference this af- vice, Alaska Dept. of Fish and 
tcrnoon.'' Game and the University of 

Dinkum Sands arc funds which Alaska Fairbanks. 
accumulated from oil royalties as A two-story interpretive ceo
the state and federal government . tcr will include a live, drculat· 
argued in court about who had ing seawater tide pool and a salt
royalty authority in Alaska. The water aquarium. 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled in fa- As landlord, the borough will 

agencies will pay the borough, 
Selby said. 

The $19 million dollar build
ing neighbors the University of 
Alaska Fisheries Industrial Tech-

. nology Center. called the .Fish 
Tech Center, and tbe two will ac
commodate resident anc.t visiting 
scientists studying Alaska's ma
rine environment. · 

In other busincs.s at last night's 

· vor of the federal government. create two new positions- a n.." . 
The marine research funds will ccptionist and a full time main;. 
t>ccome.an endowment dedicated icnancc l'<?rsq~. especially neet!cd 
to marine research in Alaska. to oversee the circulating scawa
Sclby said. ter system. Their salaries arc in-

Tile borough is constructing eluded io the lease payments the 

the level of services that the dis
trict was promised last spring,"' 
said assembly member Tuck 
Bonney. He asked, "What arc we 
doing about it?.. · -
· Selby and Cline said the hos
pital and borough arc "plugging 

· the gaps in very· short order." 
They arc currently conducting a 
joint recruitment for three clini
cians. 

. "We already have clinician I 
applications in- 10 good can-

didates - and we may have 
someone hired by 'next week.'' 
Selby said. "We arc already re
cruiting for a clinician Ill posi
tion.". . ;~· 

In· the, .meantime, the. psychia
trist on staff at the hospital is 

·helping "fill the gaps,".-61clby 
said. · ,. · 

Last night, the assembly also 
passed. a resolution to rt:tain the 
firm Jamin, Ebell, Schmitt and 
Mason for legal counsel for 

three years with an amend
ment that the assembly would 

. meet with the borough attor
ney every six months to re
ceive an oral report on lcg:1l 

. matters. 
"This docs not rcncct any 

dissastisfaction with the firm," 
said assembly member Dr. Bob 
Johnson. 

The assembly agreed it is 
simply overseeing legal matters 
as it should. 

meeting, the assembly learned 
that Providence Kodiak Island 
Medical Center will likely take 

. over the borough Mental Hcahh 
Center Jan. I, 1998. 

"I'm very confident a formal 
agreement between Providence 
and the borough will be reached," 
said Phil Cline, hospital admi1> - . 

· istrator. "A verbal al!rccmcnt h(, _ · 

.. 

. ( \ 
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Science leCture reveals why birds have not recovered in Sound 
. . . 

By TataboHne Brant 
Special to tho Northern Light 

very lillie energy for the birds. 
· Duffy compared the diel' of an athlete lo the 

diet of a bird. He said thai while training for .a 
If you ·visited Prince William Sound today, you sport, athletes cat foods high in energy to yield the 

would no longer smell the stench of animal car~ best perfomiance. A bird requires much the same 
casscs, or sccbcachcs and mussel beds saturated to survive when it leaves the nest. It needs food 
with oiL Bui you won't observe an abundance of lhal is "more energetically rich," Duffy said. 
indigenou-s hirds either. Duffy cxp.Jaincd pasl scientific research has cslab-

"lt's really a detective story with a Jot of dead Jishcd the theory that birds who J~avc the nest with a 
victims and a smoking gun," said David Duffy, higher body mass have a !,'Teater chance of survival. 
UAA associate professor of biology, al the Science · To test the hypothesis thai a poliock diet affects 
and Society Lecture Series last Monday evening, the body mass of birds, tufted puffins and black-

! lis prc.~cnt;ttion, titled "Why .Haven't Scahirds legged kittiwakes. were captured and studied. Some 
Heeovcrcd from the Exxon Yall)ez Oil Spill?". were fed pollock and others were fed sandlancc. 
recapped the devastation ca_uscd when oil coated Duffy's graphs revealed that tufted. puffins 
Prince William Sound and killed a quarter of a mil- who ate the sandlancc increased in hody mass 
lion birds almost nine ycars·ago. more than those who ate pollock. The results were 

The detective story began when the· Exxon much the same with the hlack-lcggcd killiwakc. 
Valdez. Oil Spill Trust'cc Council funded· The reason the birds arc eating pollock is 
researchers to find out why some hir~s · have because of the decline in the "energy-rich" fish 
recovered and others have not. available. So, where have the high-energy fish 

Duffy said some birds, such as the hald eagle, gone, and why the increase in pollock? 
have rc-cstahlishcd a stable pnpulation, but For the past 20 to 30 years, the water in Prince 
~pccics such as tufted and horned puffins, black- William Sound has been gelling warmer, Duffy 
legged killiwakcs and pigeon guillcmots have not said. Several fish and shrimp species. that prefer 
fully recovered. . colder water have been on the decline since the 

Duffy and other researchers hypothesized that '70s, while others that prefer warm water, like 
the hirds' food source was the prohablc clement pollock, have increased. 
inhibiting their· recovery. Their diet consisted Duffy, who is the program manager for the Alaska 
mainly of three types of high-fat fish: sand lance, Natur.ll Heritage Progr.~m, hopes this rcsc.arch will ben~ 
capclin and ·herring. Researchers gathered in for- cfil Alaskans. He hroughl upooncems related 10 how I he 
mal ion about bird and fish colonies; active nests tourism industry can affect oolonics of birds and fash. 
were observed; arid species were counted, "People arc beginning IO love the Sound !O 

weighed, and sometimes dissected. death;" Duffy said. He pointc:d out that coverage . 
Nter the data was processed, researchers realized . of the Exxon oil spill has brought in ~usloads of 

pollock, a low-fat fish, had replaced sandlance, tourists. He hopes the research will help provide 

capclin and hening both in the water and il\.thc birds' .. ways to manage growth and avoid development in 
diets. Pollock is low in lipids, which means it supplies bird and fish habitats. 

TOM StKORAITHE NORTHERN LIGHT 

Biology Professor Dr. David puffy, in his office at UAA, recent
ly lectured on P'rince William Sound sea birds. The Science 
and Sqciety Lecture Series continues through October. 
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University fisheries· scie'rltistS Qat her iii :KOd'iak-=,·Friday~i 
By SUE JEFFREY of the university's Fishery Industrial Tech- seafood product d~velopment and process- Al;_._ka's School of Fisheries and Oc~ 
Mirror Writer nology Center. "It's a golden opportunity · in-g; commercial fisheries el:onomi~s and Sciences spans across the state with facilities 

Now is your chance to ask the profcs- for the community to talk with the scien- · management; Native Alaskan health, dia- in Fairbanks, Juneau, Seward and Kodiak.· 
sors about those puzzling incidents or tists who study Alaska's marine eco~ys- bete_s and aging; Native subsistence use; The entire faculty comes togc;ther annually 
changes you have observed while at sea. teins and fisheries and for the faculty to climate change and ecosystem dynamics; - to ·share infonnation, chait the school's fu-

The entire University of Alaska School hear from island residents who are inti- ' K-12 marine education and outdoor safety; turc cour.;e an_d gain first-hand knowledge 
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences faculty, mate with Kodiak's marine environment COf!lputer modeling of ocean currents; PSP about each facility. Last year; the school met 
Dr. Vera Alexander, Dean of SFOS and and its diverse fisheries." toxins; modeling and forecasting fish popu- at the University's Auke Bay Jai:ility in Ju
David Policansky SFOS Advisory Coun- The 30-some faculty members represent lation levels; aquaculture and hatchery tech-· neau. Next year's meeting will be in Seward. 
cil chair, will be in Kodiak this weekend a wide range of expertise_~ including: nology; oil spill effects, prevention andre- "While in Kodiak, faculty members will 
attending the school's annual meeting. Fri- Salmon management and population dy- spo~se; seaweed biology and marine plants. tour the Fish Tech Center and the con
day evening the Kodiak community and namics; marine environmental pollution; . The group will spend the weekend dis- · struction of the Near Island 'Research Fa
Alaska's fisheries scientists and oceanog- biology and behavior of diving· marine cussing the School of Fisheries and Ocean cility," Smiley said. 
raphers will have an opportunity to get to mammals; marine· mammals and fisheries Sciences' strategic plan and how to imple- The 45,000 square-foot building will 
know each other at a reception at the Fish ecology and management; commercial fi~h . meni its goals and map its future direc- ·incorporate running seawater_ labs and will 
Tech Center on Near Island. ··:har-Vesting and: proce~singJn Russia. ~apan tion_. future in light of current bud~et con- house the National Marine Fisheries .Ser-

'This is the first time for many of the· and Alaska; co'astal tourism; including· : stra1_nts. The two-day agenda also mcludes vice, National Parks Service, ADF&G f 
faculty to see Kodiak and meet the com- ·commercial and recreational fisheries de- ·plans to discuss the crisis in the salmon and the University. · 
munity," said Dr. Scott Smiley, director velopment; mari~e education and safety;.- fishery and the Exxon Valdez Trust Fund: Doors will open October of 1998. 
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New Yor~ City gets $l50,000 :from 
Exxon Valdez spill settlement,. fund 

NEW YORK (AP) - New cum:d in the aftennath of the II· · pany to pay s~:3 biiii6nJn aCtual 
Yprk City is getting $150,000 million-gallon spill, she said. · and punitive 'damages to ·fisher
from a fund set up after the EPA regional administrator men, Natives and others harmed 
Exxon Valdez spill settlement to Jeanne Fox was to present a · by the poiJution. Exxon has ap
head off poJJution in its own wa- check to city Parks Commis- · pealed that verdict~. 
ters, the federal Environmental sioner Henry Stem at Central 
Protection·Agency says. Park on Wednesday. The .. two 

The money comes from a $4.5 • also were to plant a symbolic 
million environmental fund set up Great Bulrush plant at the park's 
by the EPA after Exxon Corp. Harlem Meer, the EPA and Parks 
pajd a $900 miJiio~ settlement to ' & Recreation department said. 
the U.S. and Alaska governments · 1be grant will help suppon an 
for environmental damage result- · effon to reduce sediment and riu
ing from the 1989 Exxon Valdez trientrunoff from city wetlands. 
oil spill in Prince William Sound. The bulrush is among plant spe- . 

The fund likely~ set up with cies used to curtail erosion of 
money &om the seuJement fund that salt-marsh habitat. · • .. · 
wa'5 paid out to sWe and fcdc:ral New York Parks spokesman 
agencies to reimburse them for ex· . Edward Skyler said the $150,000 
penditurc:s they made during spill grant to New York was the.1arg
cleanup, said .Molly McCammon est meted ouuo any local or stale 
with the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill recipient by the EPA from the 
Trustee Council in Anchorage. Exxon Valdez fund. The money 

.. What happened is a lot of will go·to the department's Natu
federal agencies spent a lot of raJ Resource Group, responsible 
money responding to the spill.'' · for managing and restoring.natu-
McCantmon said "Under terms raJ resoW'CCS in the department's :'"'<!!:.· 

of the settlement, they were re- 27,000.acre domain. . ' . ! 
imbursed... State and federal .. Exxon spent more than $3 bit
agencies received $173.2 million lion to cle,art' up after the Exxon 
in reimbursCrrients for litigation, ·• Valdez ·spill. and an Anchoiage 
cleanup and other costs they in- jury in 1994 ordered the com-

l 
j 
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Seal populations going down 
~~ri(:p{·~e~js continue to decline in Prince:William·Sound,r·experts·say 

VALDEZ (AP) - Scientists 
say Prince William Sound harbor 
seals remain in deCline \Vhile pop
ulations·.south of Kodiak Island 
have stabilized. 

Biologists· focused Friday on 
ramifications of the Exxon 
Valdez~oil spill as the American 
Associ~tion for the Advancement 
of Science met in Valdez. The 
three-day meeting drew about 
) 40 researchers and ended 

···.saturday. 
The tanker wreck in 1989 

dumped nearly I I million gallons 
of oil into. prime fishing waters 

· and tainted hundreds of miles of 
Alaska coastline as far south as 
Homer. · 

Expens continue to debate the 
spill's longterm effect, if any, after 
oil killed birds and marine life in 
its path. . 

At th.e Valdez conference, 
Brian Fadely. a researcher at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, 
said harbor seal .Populations in 
Southeast have long been stable 
or increasi~g slightly.· 

In. the ~ound and off Kodiak 

Island. however, the seal's num· 
bers have dropped dramatically 
for 20 years. Fadely, with UAF's 
School of Fisheries and Ocean 
Sciences, said the oil spill had 
accentuated the problen1. · · 

"There's lots of speculation 
and work being done on finding 
out what is the cause," Fadely 
said. 

So far there are no answers but 
a favored theory is that there has 
been a reduction in the amount of 
or quality of food, Fadely said. 
Scientists nave tested the idea by 
examining the seals' blood, 
weight and body conditio'n. · 

But a comparison 9f 1960s and 
1990s data on length, body weight 
and blubber thickness showed no 
significarlt differences. 

• ~ciendsts also found that 

Prince William Sound seals have a 
slightly higher blubber density 
than Southeast seals. That means 
the fat has more lipids, which pro
vide better ehetgy storage and 
indicate the animals are in better 
condition, Fadely said. . ·. · · ·: .: 

Researcher Amy Hirons,. of 
UAF's · Ins'tiune. of Marine 
Science, said she staned collect
ing seals' whiskers in 1993 to 
look. at their chemical content and · 
growth rates, to test the food-
chain idea. · 

The institute also reponed on a 
study begun this .summer on seal 
pup~ south of Kodiak,. near· 
Tugidak Island. Scientists· say a 
separate study completed this 
summer shows the Tugidak-area 
seal populations had stabilized but 
ai a reduced number. 
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Otter. population takes toll on Southeast shellfish 
. JUNEAU (AP)- As sea oilers 
thrive again in Southeast Alaska a·f
tcr a long absence resuhing from 
hunting, fishermen are losing out as 
the animals devour increasing num
bers of (rab and ()(her shellfish. 

tury. The population has soared Kelly said. Among those he stud
sin'e otter.; were reintrodu,ed to ied this summer, females iypkally 
Southeast Alaska in the late 1960s • 

0 

weighed. 40 to 50 pounds and · 

Doug Woodby, marine -Jisheries lations. Though hunted to near~e)t" 
n:scan:h supervisor in Southea.;t fur tin,tion last century, otter.; are.now 
the Alaska Dcp;litment of Fish and protected by the Marine Mammal 
Game~ said the dcpartmcn• doesn't . Prot~tion Acl of 1972, whkh al
do underwater stock a. .. ; .. .;cssments lows only· coao;ta.l AJa.;ka Natives 
for Dungencss crab, so he (an't s;1y to kill them for personal use. 

"Sea ouers are having and will 
continue to have a very strong ef
fect on the bottom communities 
throughout this region," Brendan 
Kelly, assistant biology professor at 
the University of Alaska Southeast. 
told the Juneau Empire. ':Tile out
look is for very reduced human har
vest" of the shellfish oners target. 

Oilers had been wiped out in 
the region by fur traders last cen-

~nd early 1970s, Kelly said. 
. The 400 _oilers _transplanted to 

the region _bock then has grown to 
· a population now numbering more 
than I 0,000. Kelly said. 

Although tourism operators like 
the otters and some sdentists see 
the changes as nature taking its 
(Ourse, some commercial and sub-

. sistence fishermen aren't pleased 
· 'with the st.icee5S ·of the reintroouc-. .. . . . . 

0 

tion program. · •· · 
Sea otters will eat a quarter to a 

third of. their ·body weight a day, 

Otter population taking 
toll on Southeast· shellfish 

JUNEAU (AP) - As sea otters thrive again in Southeast 
Alaska after a long absence resulting from hunting, fishermen 
are losing out as the animals devour increasing numbers of crab 
and other shellfish. 

"Sea otters ·are having and will continue to have a very strong 
effect on the bottom communities throughout this region," 
Brendan Kelly, assistant biology professor at the University of 
Alaska Southeast, told the Juneau Empire. "The outlook is for 0 

very reduced human harvest" of the shellfish otters target. 
Otters had been wiped out in the region. by fur traders last 

century. The population has soared since otters· were reintro
duced to Southeast Alaska in the late 1960s and early 1970s, 
Kelly said. . 
. The 400 otters transplanted to the region back then has grown 
to a population now numbering more than 10,000, Kelly said. 

Although tourism operators like the otters and some scien
tists see the changes as nature taking its course, some commer-
cial and sub: ce fishermen aren't pleased with the success of 
the reintrod1 1 program. 

males 60 to 70 pounds. . 
Frustrated fishennen say appe

tites that size are devastating their 
fishing grounds. 

'"1lley'n: like a vacuum cleaner," · 
s:Ud Bobbie Ander.ion ofPetcr.;burg. 
She said she and her husband got 
out of '~fishing after io year.;, 
partly because of the octers. · 

Where previously they'd bring 
in 1,500 crabs in their 150 pots in 
Rowan Bay, about 60 mil~ west 
of Petersburg, they were (Oming 
up with one or two a pot, she said. 
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for 'enain whether lhe otters have ~ike Sheldon of Petersburg 
m:lde a diiTelince yet. . · thinks the government should put.,.-

The overall harvest levels aren't up a bounty on otters to control the', 
down so far, but fishenncn may population - "nOl :-vipe out the 
he working harder for what they're specie.-. but manage it~" he said. 
getting, he said. Juneau crab fishennan Lawton 

The department has seen dra- · Paddock said he's seen evidence . 
· matic declines in sea cucumbers of human harvesters frustrated 
and sea un:hin stocks near Sitka, with the sea otter.; taking the law 
whkh appear to com:spond to the into their own hands. 
movement of otters into the area, "Alii could tell you is I've seen 
Woodby said. several otters Ooating in the tide 

Ane,dotes about the affe,ts of rips and they had bullet holes in 
otters are plentiful; them," he s:aid. 

Eric Holmlund, a commercial Carol Gorbics, a U.S. Fish and 
diver from Sitka.. said he recently Wildlife Service biologist, said con
dove in Slocum Arm· off Oict between fishermen's needs and 
Chkhagof Island,· an area that protection of alters is incvita.blc. 
"used to be rich in abalone and •1lle reality is sea otters \be re-
differcnt shellfish and stuff." sources that have hecome commer-

About all he found were "bits dally valuable to people as well," 
and pieces" of sea cucumbers. "It she s;1id. Tile way the Jaw is writ
was just dead. And I could see ten, "there's really very little that 
these sea otters eating the cucum- can he done to avoid that connict. .. 
bers, just ripping them apart and Eventually, she said, the otter 
throwing them back." population probably will level off 

Some people say the government as their numbers exceed the ca
should he gin managing Oller popu- pacity or the fond supply. 

Sea otters will eat a quarter to a third of their body weight a 
day, Kelly said. Among those he studied this summer, females 

' typically weighed 40 to 50 pounds and male~ 60 to 70 poun~s. 
Frustrated fishermen say appetites that s1ze are devastatmg 

their fishing 1ds. 
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Proceeclli.p of the Exxon VG~de: 00 Spill Sympc. ..... .a (American Fisheries Society 
Symposium 18) · · 
Sll Rice, R.B. Spies.' D.A. Wolfe aDd B.A. Wright (eds) ·. 

Amaican F"lllbaiet Society,~ Bethesda. MD. 1996 
ISBN 0-9132JS.9.5-4, JSSN 0892-2284, $3.5.00 US 
Hard cover, pp. Xii + 931, acid-free paper, numerous tables and figures. author and subject indexes 
Available fiorD AFS. Publication Fulfill.meut. .PO Box 1020, Sewickley, PA 1·.5143, USA 

~en: must be. few biol~sts who were not deeply affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
m Prince ~tlliam Sound m 1 989. The contemporary press accounts and subsequent TV 
documentanes revealed the scale of the problems and mistakes made during the initial 
~pts to control the spill, the horrifying effects on individual sea birds and mammals 

. and. the impacts on those whose livelihoods depended on the ecoiogy of the Sound, 
particularly the fi.Shers. Many readen may feel they are already apprised of the 
ecologicat effects of the incident and the conservation and socio-economic issues it 
raised, so wby another volume dealing with the spill and its aftermath? 

. The main aim of the editors in producing this volume was to "provide a lasting 
record of the unprecedented effort on behalf of the governments to detennine the extent 
and nature of injmies caused by the ExxOn Valdez oil spill" The book does just that. It 
provides a sober and authoritative version of the effects of the spill and contains the 
necessary scientific de~ils and arguments behind many of the generalities available in 
more popular texts. Because of the attention the spill bas received over the last six 
years, most readers will not be surprised at the findings of many of the conuibutions. 
For instauce, we read that the shoreline biota was atfected ·at the biochemical, 
pbysiologi~ population and community levels, · that subtidal areas were generally 
leS.s damaged and that it may be many years before low-energy, sink areas are clear of 
the oil. Also, that at least 250 000 sea birds and several thousand sea otters were killed, 
that· the clean-up techniques adopted in some areas (high-pressure hot water) 
exacerbated these effects and that there was substantial inlpact on the fishing industry 
and its communities. Although much of this came out at the time of the spill, this 

· . volume is important in. )h~t it del~ers the science that underpins these facts and 
. provides object lessons for those unlucky' enough to be involved in similar incidents in 
the future. . 

The structure of ·the book is clear and logical. The editors provide a very readable 
overview of the spill which serves · to put into perspective the 63 contributions that 
follow. These papers are grouped into sections dealing with the fate and toxicity of the 
oil,· effects on intertidal assemblages, on subtidal assemblages, the treaunent of the oil, 
·effects on Pacific herring, salmon and other fish, effects on sea birds and mammals, the 
response of sUbsistence fiShing communities to the spill and the psychological and 
social impacts on these communities. · . 

Those who5e primaiy interests are in fish and· fisherieS will not be disappointed. 
AbOut 300.4 of the 890 pages ·of text deals with theSe and related issues. Most of the 
research effort has naturally been focused on the immediate and medium-term effeets of 
the spill on commercially impOrtant species, such. as herring and salmon. Because of 
the timing of the spill, Pacific herring, Clupea pa/lasi, were constrained to spawn on 
oiled grounds. The hatched larvae displayed a range of sublethal effects and larval 
recruitment was down by three · orders of magnitude that year. Pink salmon, 
Oncorhynchus gorbuscha~ were also hard hit, with an estimated 2 million adult fiSh 
(28% of the wild stock) failing to return to the Sound in 1990, although the losses were 
less in subsequent years. The growth rates of cutthroat trout, Oncorhynchus clarlci, and 
D9Uy Varden, Salvelinus malma, were also depressed by the oil. In some cases, impact 
on fish populations could be attributed to the direct effects of oiling. whilst in others 
there was evidence of indirect effects through increased mortality of their invertebrate 
prey. The spill also had a major impact on subsistence fishing, harvests being down by 

· up to 77%, mainly because of fears (largely unfounded) over food safety. 
This book will surely become the standard scientific treatise on the Exxon Valdez 

spill and should be required reading for all those likely to become involved with similar 
incidents elsewhere. 

DAVID RAFFAELLI 
Culteny Field Station, University of Aberdeen. Aberdeen., Scotland 
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