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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178

MEMORANDUM

TO: Trustee Council Members
FROM:  Molly McCa on
- Executive Dirdgtor
DATE: ' ﬁecember 11, 1997
RE: ' Briefing materials for December 18, 1997 meeting

This memo, draft agenda and enclosures constitute your briefing packet for the

. December 18 meeting.

1. Meeting Notes. The draft meeting notes for the October 3 and October 28 Trustee .
Councﬂ meetings are enclosed.

2. PAG Meetinq Summary. Notes from the Nov 4-5 PAG meeting are provided.

3. Financial Report. Two financial reports are enclosed. The Quarterly Report for’the
period ending September 30, 1997 is provided showing Work Plan expenditures and
obligations by year and restoration category. Also enclosed are the financial statements

~ for the period ending November 30, 1997.

4. Habitat Protection Reports. Enclosed is a recently updated small- parcel ‘status
report; there have been no major changes under the large parcel program since the last -

" report dated September 29, 1997. Negotiations continue with AJV on acquisition of
‘habitat on northern Afognak Island. Also prowded is a map that depicts a land'

exchange effort by the USFWS on southern Kodiak Island. Additional information will

- be provided at the meeting.

5. 1998 Restoration Workshop. An agenda for the upcoming 1998 Restoration

Workshop to be held January 28-29 at the Captain Cook Hotel is enclosed. Also note

‘that the annual workshop will be preceded by technical review sessions on each of the
" three major ecosystem mvestlgauons (SEA, APEX and NVP)
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6. Bibliography of Trustee Council Sponsored Research. A copy of the most recent
version of the bibliography is enclosed with 218 publication citations.

7. Archaeology Planning. Since the last meeting on October 3, substantial efforts have
been undertaken to review a draft resolution regarding archaeological repositories in
the Chugach and lower Cook Inlet region. A briefing memorandum that describes these
efforts, together with draft resolutions and associated materials, are enclosed.

8. FY 98 Work Plan - Deferred Projects. Two spreadsheets concerning the FY 98 Work
Plan deferred projects are provided. One spreadsheet is a summary (i.e., “numbers
only” version) while the other provides more detailed information including the Chief
Scientist and Executive Director recommendations on the projects. An update on the
progress toward the timely completion of overdue reports is also provided.

9. Budget Amendment for Project 98126. The State is requesting additional funding

within the 98126 budget to accommodate increased participation by ADF&G in

-negotiations for the AJV parcel and additional funding within the DNR budget for

financial support for the exchange of state land on Sitkalidik Island for Old Harbor land
on the north shore of Kiliuda Bay, as referenced in the Old Harbor purchase agreement.
Additional funding is also requested for Department of Law negotiation support. The '
Sitkalidik Exchange will involve the exchange of approximately 8,000 acres of state

land on Sitkalidik Island for approximately 4,700 acres of Old Harbor Native Corporation
Land on the north shore of Kiliuda Bay. Statute and regulation require an extensive
public process for land exchanges and that the lands exchanged be of equal value.
Typically, exchanges are rather complicated and time consuming and this effort is
expected to take two years to complete. The attached budget reflects funding required

in both FY 98 and FY 99. '

10. Tatitlek Acquisition - Amendment. At the time the Council packet was assembled,
we did not have materials to include on this agenda item. More |nformat|on will be
provided as it becomes available.

11. Small Parcels - Action Items. A number of small parcel action items are being

proposed. These include requested action to authorize the purchase of a number of

parcels (KEN 12/Baycrest, KEN 1051 & 1052/Salamatof, KAP 220/Mouth of the
Ayakulik River, and KAP 226/Karluk River Lagoon) as well-as the proposal to designate

PWS 1056/Blondeau as a Parcel Meriting Special Consideration. Benefit reports, maps

and other information regarding.these small parcels are enclosed.

12 Restoration Reserve Planning. A draft schedule for restoration reserve planning

activities is provided along with the most recent version of the draft optlons paper which
reflects input from the most recent PAG meeting.

13. Other Small Parcel Information - Materials concerning‘threé recent small parcel
proposals is provided for your reference: 1. Cape Chiniak - A proposal from the Kodiak




Island Borough'regarding these-lands is enclosed; 2.‘Seldovia Native Association -
Information from the Seldovia Native Association concerning the possibility of SNA
selling a 50 year lease on lands in the vicinity of Peterson Bay in Kachemak Bay is

- provided; and 3. Bay View Incorporated - A letter and map from Bay View Incorporated

is enclosed regarding the possible sale of lands on the lower Alaska Peninsula.

14. News Clips. Enclosed are recent newspaper articles of mterest to the Trustee
Council. -

15. Miscellaneous Correspondence. Enclosed are coples of recent letters and
messages from vanous |nd|V|duaIs




[Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council [lg

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451  907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178

AGENDA L
. EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEETING - 12110/97
: DECEMBER 18, 1997 @ 8:30 A.M. - 3:50 pm
645 G STREET, ANCHORAGE ‘ S
Trustee Council Members:
BRUCE BOTELHO/CRAIG TILLERY MICHELE BROWN
~Attorney General/Trustee . o Commissioner
State of Alaska/Representative Alaska Department of Enwronmental
i Conservation
DEBORAH WILLIAMS  PHILJANKK | |
. Trustee Representative for Fish & Regional Forester - Alaska Region
 Wildlife & Parks - ; U.S. Department of Agriculture
u.s. Departiiiént of the Interior Forest Service
STEVE PENNOYER FRAN'K RUE
Director, Alaska Region - Commissioner
National Marine Fisheries Service Alaska Departriient of Fish & Game

Teleconferenced throughout the Spill Area through the LIO
Federal Chair '

1. Call to Order 8:30 a.m.
- Approval of Agenda
- Approval of October 3 and 28, 1997 meeting notes

2. Public Advisory Group Report - Rupert Andrews, Chair
(Via teleconference)

- 3. Executive Director's Report - Molly McCammon

- Administrative Issues

- Status of EVOS Investments

- Status of CRIS Fees
- Habitat Protection

- Large Parcel Status Report

- Small Parcel Status Report
-Résearch and Monitoring

B | -1998 Workshop
‘ - Bibliography of Publications

_ Federal Trustees  State Trustees
U.S. Department of Interior  Alaska Department of Fish and Game
U.S. Department of Agriculture  Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  Alaska Department of Law -
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4.

‘,Ac’ti'ori Iterfis:

5.

6.

10.

- 10.

Public Comnient Period 9:30 a.in.

Archaeological Restoration*

Executive S‘essi;jn to Discuss Habitat Protection'(lun'chprdvided)
Deferred Project;s* |
Budget 'Ar'ner;dr'.neht on Project 98126*

Tatitlek Package Amendment*

‘Small Parcels* :

- Blondeau, PWS-1056, PMSC - Appraisal
- Baycrest, KEN-12 |

- Salamatof, KEN-1051 & 1052

- Karluk River Lagoon, KAP-226

- Mouth of Ayakulik River, KAP-220

Restoration Reserve Options Discussior*

‘ * indicates tentative action items

Adjourn-5p.m.

raw




Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustee Council

. 645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451  907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178

TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEETING ACTIONS

October 3, 1997 @ 10:30 a.m.

By Molly McCammon
Executive Director

Trustee Council Members Present:

e Jim Wolfe, USFS eFrank Rue, ADF&G
Deborah Williams, USDOI oGinny Fay, ADEC
e Steve Pennoyer, NMFS *eCraig Tillery, ADOL
* Chair
In Anchorage:
In Juneau:

e Alternates:
. Jim Wolfe served as an alternate for Phil Janik for the entire meeting.
Bill Hines served as an alternate for Steven Pennoyer from 2:16 p.m. to adjournment.
Claudia Slater served as an alternate for Frank Rue from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Ginny Fay served as an alternate for Michele Brown for the entire meeting.
Craig Tillery served as an alternate for Bruce Botelho for the entire meeting.

1. Approval of the Agenda
APPROVED MOTION: Approved the Agenda. Motion by Pennoyer, second by Rue.

2. Approval of the Meeting Minutes

APPROVED MOTION: Approved August 6, 1997 Trustee Council meeting notes. Motion
by Rue, second by Pennoyer.

3. Homer Spit Small Parcels

APPROVED MOTION: Authorized funding of $422,100 to purchase a total of
approximately 68.7 acres on the Homer Spit (KEN 1060A, B, C, &
D). Also authorized $574,000 for approximately 38 acres at Beluga
Slough (KEN 1061). Motion by Rue, second by Fay.

. Public comments received from 10 individuals from Juneau, Valdez, Fairbanks,

Federal Trustees State Trustees
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ~ Alaska Department of Law



‘ Chenega, Homer, Anchorage, and Cordova.

4. T ical Budget Amendment

APPROVED MOTION: The funding approved for Project 97180, Kenai Habitat Restoration
and Recreation Enhancement, is capital and does not lapse
September 30, 1997. Motion by Rue, second by Wolfe.

Meeting recessed at 3:25 p.m.

raw



. Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451  907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178

TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEETING ACTIONS

October 28, 1997 @ 1:30 p.m.

By Molly McCammon
Executive Director

Trustee Council Members Present (all telephonically):

e Jim Wolfe, USFS e Frank Rue, ADF&G

Deborah Williams, USDOI Michele Brown, ADEC

Steve Pennoyer, NMFS *eCraig Tillery, ADOL
* Chair

In Anchorage: Deborah Williams
In Juneau: Michele Brown, Rob Bosworth and Frank Rue
In California: Craig Tillery

In Vancouver: Steve Pennoyer
. In West Virginia: Jim Wolfe

e Alternates:
Jim Wolfe served as an alternate for Phil Janik for the entire meeting.
Rob Bosworth served as an alternate for Frank Rue for the first 30 minutes.
Craig Tillery served as an alternate for Bruce Botelho for the entire meeting.

1. Reinvestment of Maturing Securities

APPROVED MOTION: Reinvest the maturing securities, principal plus interest, into a Zero
Coupon U.S. Treasury Security, maturing on or about November
15, 2004. Motion by Williams, second by Pennoyer.
2. Executive Session

APPROVED MOTION: Adjourn into executive session for the purpose of discussing habitat
acquisition. Motion by Pennoyer, second by Brown.

Off Record at 1:38 p.m.
On Record at 2:43 p.m.

. No public comments were received during this meeting.

Federal Trustees  State Trustees
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Meeting Summary

A. GliOUP: Exxbn Valdez Oil Spill Public Advisory Group (PAG)
B. DATE/TIME:  November 4-5, 1997

C.LOCATION:  Anchorage, Alaska

D. MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: .

Name

Rupert Andrews, Chair
Torie Baker

Chris Beck

Pam Brodie

Sheri Buretta

Dave Cobb (via telecon)
James King

Mary McBurney
Chuck Meacham

Chip Dennerlein
Brenda Schwantes
Stacy Studebaker
Chuck Totemoff
Howard Valley

Mark Hodgins (ex oﬁ‘icib) ‘

E. NOT REPRESENTED:

Name

Eleanor Huffines

Nancy Yeaton

Vacant

Loren Leman (ex officio)

F. OTHER PARTICIPANTS:

Name ) g
Catherine Berg
Veronica Christman
Traci Cramer

Carol Fries

Dave Gibbons
Chuck Gilbert

Joe Hunt

Laura Johnson
Mark Kuwada

Principal Interest
Sport Hunting and Fishing
Commercial Fishing
Public-at-Large
Environmental
Public-at-Large
Local Government
Public-at-Large
Aquaculturé
Science/Academic
Conservation
Public-at-Large
Recreation Users
Native Landowners
Forest Products
Alaska State House

Principal Interest

Commercial Tourism
Subsistence
Public-at-Large
Alaska State Senate

Organization

Fish and Wildlife Service

Trustee Council Staff

Trustee Council Staff

AK Department of Natural Resources
U.S. Forest Service

National Park Service

Trustee Council Staff

Chugachmuit

AK Department of Fish and Game
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Barat LePorte

Molly McCammon

Rita Miraglia

Doug Mutter

Theresa Obermeyer

Karl Pulliam (via telecon)
Bud Rice

Sandra Schubert

Stan Senner

Hugh Short

Claudia Slater

Bob Spies (via telecon)
Joe Sullivan

Alex Swiderski

Lisa Thomas

Al Tyler

Cherri Womac

Bogle and Gates

Trustee Council Executive Director

AK Department of Fish and Game
Designated Federal Officer, Dept. of Interior
Public :

Public

National Park Service

Trustee Council Staff

Trustee Council Staff

Trustee Council Community Involvement -
Coordinator

AK Department of Fish and Game

Chief Scientist, Trustee Council
AK Department of Fish and Game
AK Department of Law

U.S. Geological Survey
University of Alaska

Trustee Council Staff

G. SUMMARY:

The meeting was opened November 4 at 8:30 a.m. by Rupert Aridrews; After roll call, the
summary of the July 16, 1997 meeting was approved.

Molly McCammon provided the Executive Director's report. She reported on the status of
legislation to change management of EVOS accounts, which are held in the U.S. Court
System. Some changes not desired by the Trustee Council are being proposed. The Trustee
Council will meet December 18 to act on deferred projects for this year’s work plan. A harbor
seal workshop will be held November 12-13, 1997. Negotiations are underway for large
parcel acquisitions with Afognak Joint Venture and with Koniag. An agreement was reached
for acquisition of small parcels at Homer.

McCammon gave an overview of the restoration reserve planning process. Ideas for a research
fund were put forward as early as September 1989. Arliss Sturgulewski and the PAG have put
forward papers on the reserve concept. The Trustee Council has asked for a full public
planning pfocess at this time, to assist them in deciding what to do with the reserve, and how
to do it. Public comments were solicited in this summer’s newsletter (copies were distributed
to PAG members).

Stan Senner reviewed the recovery status of injured resources. An official update was done in

1996, and another will be done in 1998. Several species appear to be recovering and will

change status. The ecosystem has not recovered, and recovery of several species is yet
unknown.

Veronica Christman provided a summary of the public comments on the reserve received to
date (a summary was distributed to the PAG). Of 179 responses, 59 addressed all questions
and 39 spoke in favor of a permanent research and monitoring program. ’
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The session was opened for public comment. Karl Pulliam (via telecon) supported increased
research and monitoring in the Cook Inlet/Kachemak Bay area, a project to compile
information for the area, and support for efforts such as Cook Inlet Keeper and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Estuarine Reserve program. Theresa Obermeyer
offered comment and distributed a handout.

Bob Spies presented his thoughts on use of the reserve fund (a paper was distributed to the
PAG). He and the core scientific peer review team propose a long-term research and
monitoring program of the northern Gulf of Alaska, taking an adaptive, interdisciplinary,
ecosystem approach. He estimates it will take $4-5 million annually for an effective program,
which should cooperate with other research efforts. ‘

‘McCammon introduced presentations on remaining habitat protection opportunities (reports .

were distributed to the PAG). Dave Gibbons went over Forest Service options within Prince
William Sound, noting Native shareholder homesites would be the major future
opportunities-there are no small parcels. Chuck Gilbert discussed Park Service options,
stating that Port Graham is not interested in selling any land, English Bay purchases are
completed, and there are no small parcels. The coast along Lake Clark National park is a
potential, but is involved in pending CIRI and village land deals. Mark Kuwada spoke about
Department of Fish and Game possibilities, mainly small parcels along the Kenai River. Carol
Fries discussed Department of Natural Resources 1nterests imostly Kenai River small parcels.
Alex Swiderski mentioned that many small parcels. become available over a period of time,
ones that aren’t available now may be at a later date. McCammon outlined Fish and Wildlife
Service possibilities-mainly small parcels on Kodiak Island, Afognak Island parcels, and lands
within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. '

“Hugh Short discussed community interests (see handout #1). Hearings will be held after

January in all rural communities, as well as Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau. Local control

-of research, education and cultural projects are desired by most of the community facilitators,

who represent Tribal Councils. Native internships were discussed. Native input into the
process is desired. '

Dave Cobb suggested that assisting resources over the long-term was important, a small
advisory group of stakeholders could manage the funds, and that there were enough land

- acquisitions.

McCammon stated that the Trustee Council wants to present a range of options for the next
round of public comment. There is still a mission tied to the injured resources that keeps the
program close to the purposes outlined n the settlement.

Al Tyler outlined the endowed University chairs option. About $2 million can support one
endowed chair (salary and benefits only). The specific kind of chair can be identified, and the

method of managing finances can be established. Jim King noted that funding research

projects through the University also gives education to others. The Group discussed endowed
chairs and where this option should be placed in the presentation of options. Tyler proposed
adding the following language to the option: “The incumbent of an endowed chair would
occupy the position for a fixed term (e.g., 5 years).” '
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‘The possibility of funding a research institute was brought up. Allocation of fixed percentages
of the fund was discussed. Increasing the amount going into the fund and allowing funds to be
used for agency programs were also discussed. Leveraging funds with other research projects
and perhaps establishing an overall research coordination group were ideas presented. Giving
money to local foundations was put forth. Chuck Meacham suggesting deleting large parcel
acquisition as an option since it would take too much of the fund to accomplish. Brenda
Schwantes agreed, but Pam Brodie said that all options should be included for public
discussion. Stacy Studebaker said that recreational amenities should be funded. Chip
Dennerlein supports leaving large parcel acquisitions in the mix.

The PAG discussed and voted on the options to be included in the draft public discussion paper
(distributed to the PAG).

USE: Item 1 should be called Ecosystem Research and Monitoring and should include the .

concept of coordination with other efforts, and the concept of terrestrial vs. marine
~ components of the ecosystem.should be given further thought. Passed unanimously

Item 2 should be called: Large Parcel Habitat Protection. Inclusion in the options paper
passed by a vote of 8 to 6, with Beck, Buretta, Cobb, Meacham, Schwantes, and Totemoff
opposing.

Item 3 should be called Small Parcel Habitat Protectlon Passed, with 2 no votes from
Totemoff and Buretta.

Item 4 should include the language Tyler presented (above), and include a cleéir definition
along with the concepts of research and teaching. Passed w1th 1 no vote from Brodie, who
said it should be in the research category

Item S should be called Community-Based' Restoration Projects, and should include '
recreational improvements, subsistence, tourism, marine pollution, and cultural elements.
Passed unanimously. -

An Item 6 was added: Public Education, Outreach, and Stewardship, ‘which should
include cooperative stewardship on public and private lands, translating research into -
forms managers and the public can use, enhanced management of public lands, providing
grants to organizations working toward reserve fund goals, distribution of information,
and public education, including internships and scholarships. Passed unanimously.

Schwantes suggested including a category called Other in each section so the public can add
ideas. McCammon agreed to do this.

LOCATION: should focus geographically and not include the Alaska-wide optibn. Passed

with 1 no vote by Mary McBurney.
TERM: as is, passed unanimously.

GOVERNANCE: Item 2 should be plural (New Boards), the University should be
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included, and existing boards should be considered. Passed unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION: Item 3 should be changed to New or Existing Entity including
public/private authority, non-profit, private foundation. Passed unanimously.

PUBLIC ADVICE: add an item to Public Outreach to use existing groups, since there are
many advisory groups in existence, e.g, local fish and game, etc. Passed unanimously.

Dennerlein suggested including estimates of costs for all options. McCammon agreed to do
this. Dennerlein also said that he felt Senator Murkowski’s actions regarding EVOS fundmg

- compromised the whole public process.

McCammon opened the discussion on archaeological restoration projects (distributed to the
PAG). The Trustee Council plans to take action on this subject at their December meeting.

‘Chugach Alaska withdrew their proposal for a regional repository, pending clarification of

direction from the Trustee Council, although they are still moving forward with a cultural
center in Seward together with Chenega Corporation. A draft resolution (distributed to the
PAG) supports a single regional repository, 8 community displays, and construction of
traveling exhibits. Short discussed his meeting with community representatives, Chugachmuit
and Laura Johnson. Johnson said that communities endorse the local displays concept, but
suggested more funds go there and reduced funding go to the regional repository, which could
be an expansion of one of the local displays. This proposal is to go to the communities for
their concurrence by the December meeting. McCammon noted that a key concern is who will
support operations and how operating costs will be addressed. The PAG discussed this topic at
length, in particular, the need for all parties to come together and use the best each has to offer
to resolve this issue.

' McBurney moved, second by Meacham, to request that the Trustee Council secure the

services of a professional facilitator to help the profit and non-profit interests involved in

‘cultural preservation/repository development to help develop an integrated plan for

physical facilities and long-term operations. Passed with 1 no vote from Schwantes.

It was moved by Meacham, second by Totemoff, that the PAG supports the concept of the
Trustee Council Resolution Regarding Additional Archaeological Repositories (Draft
Revised 9/29/97), with the addition of the following to item #2, the first sentence: total not
to exceed $2.8 million. - Also, the dollar amounts identified in items #2A, B, and C should

be deleted Passed unanimously.

McCammon asked if the PAG shared any of the concerns that were raised in Rick Steiner’s
letter (distributed to the PAG). Tyler noted that Steiner’s opinions were his own, and not
necessarily those of the University. No one expressed the same concerns. Brodie noted that

.she had concerns over NRDA reimbursements, but felt it was not worthwhile going back over

them. Sheri Buretta raised a question about the EVOS Chief Scientist sitting on the SeaLife
Center Board. Molly said that the Trustee Council had discussed that issue. A Several said that
McCammon should respond to the letter, but felt the letter resulted in unproductive use of
resources. : : '
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Torie Baker stated that she was frustrated with the discussion of the reserve. She wants the
PAG to be more creative on uses for the reserve. She agrees that more public input is desired.
Beck agrees with her, and believes some scenarios for how the reserve could work would be
useful. _‘McBurney said she would participate in a small group on the reserve. Brodie thought
that writing ideas down and distributing them would be useful, Buretta and Valley said it was
a good session. Meacham requested the staff distribute an updated meeting schedule.
Studebaker said"she was eager to hear Trustee Council responses to ideas for the reserve.
Schwantes feels that the public should be more involved and be able to look at all options.
Totemoff said thanks for supporting the Chenega habitat project. Jim King thanked Dr. Tyler
for attending, and feels the University can assist in managing research funds. Cobb agrees
with Baker and the need to revisit the reserve question. Andrews agrees with Studebaker’s
concerns over recreational stewardship projects. He thanked Cherri Womac for her logistical
efforts for the fall field trip. :

The meeting adjourned November 5, at 11:05 a.m.
H. FOLLOW-UP: As noted above
I. NEXT MEETINGS: Not set

J. ATTACHMENTS: (Handouts, for those not present)

1. Community Interests in the Restoration Reserve-Uses and Structure
2. October 22 letter to Senator Stevens re. EVOS Funds

3. November 4 letter to Senator Stevens re. EVOS Funds

K. CERTIFICATION:

PAG Chairperson Date
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178

MEMORANDUM

TO: Trustee Council

THROUGH: Molly/ﬂl_c?c\gw;)n/
ExecutiveDirector
FROM: ; raci Cramer. =~

Administrative Officer
DATE: December 9, 1997

RE: Quarterly Report for the period ending September 30, 1997

The attached reports consolidate the financial information submitted by the agencies
for the quarter ending September 30, 1997.

The first report is a summary of activity by restoration category. This report reflects the
total adjusted authorization and the total expended/obligated by Work Plan year and
restoration category.

The second report displays the financial information by Work Plan. This report is used
to determine what portion of the unexpended/unobligated balance or lapse, is available
to off-set future court requests. Included are adjustments to refiect unreported interest
and other revenue. As of September 30, 1997, it is estimated that $1,280,842 is
available to off-set future court requests.

The third report is a summary of financial information associated with the 1997 Work
Plan.

If you have any questions regarding the information provided, please do not hesitate to
contact me at 586-7238.

attachments

cc:  Agency Liaisons
Bob Baldauf

Federal Trustees  State Trustees
U.S. Department of Interior ~ Alaska Department of Fish and Game
U.S. Department of Agriculture ~ Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ~ Alaska Department of Law



Exxon Valdez O,

i Trustee Council
Quarterly Financial Rep of September 30, 1997
B Category
. 92' Work Ptan " 93" Work Plan 94' Work Plan

. -Adjusted| Expended/ Percent Adjusted] Expended/ Percent Adjusted| Expended/ Percent

- [Category uthorization| Obligated| Obligated] uthorization| Obligated| Obligated] uthorization| Obligated| Obligated
Administration 5,076,100 4,295,933 84.63%] 4,136,052| 2,653,889 64.16%) 4,882,880 4,082,'492 83.61%
General Restoration 4,103,070 3,794,442 92.48%| 2,713,713| 1,841,637 67.86%| - 5,179,300 3,172,367 61.25%

. |Habitat Protection 0 0 .- 0.00% 486,200 156,760 - 32.24%| 3,747,292 2,781,913 74.24%
Monitoring : ' ' 2,883,118 2,573,751 89.27%] .
Research ) 8,640,710| 8,143,985| . 94.25%]

-|Monitoring and Research 2,237,788 2,207,007 98.62%| 4,617,225; 3,993,150 86.48%] - 417,200 335,717 80.47%]
Damage Assessment 7,807,100/ 5,740,168 73.52%F 1,991,807 1,571,049 78.88%

Total 19,224,058 16,037,550 83.42%] 13,944,997| 10,216,485 73.26% 25,75‘04,500 21,090,225 81.90%|
95’ Work Plan. ) - 96' Work Plan . B 9?‘ Work Plan :
. Adjusted| Expended/ Percent] _ Adjusted] Expended/| ~ Percent Adjusted| Expended/ Percent]. .
Category uthorization| Obligated| Obligated] uthorization| Obligated| Obligated] uthorization| Obligated| Obligated
R - |Administration 4,253,526| 3,205,025 75.35% , 3,418,500 2,999,012 87.73%] 2,944,020| 2,514,694 85.42%

_|General Restoration 4,589,180| 3,920,015 85.42%] '3,554,110{ 3,224,643 90.73%] 3,249,166| ..2,921,510{" 89.92%
Habitat Protection 1,716,737| 1,550,472| : 90.32%] 3,304,100] '1,967,097 59.54%| - 1,258,334 - 860,676 68.40%
Monitoring 3,080,926 2,489,635 - 80.81%| 1,571,271|, 1,511,739 96.21%] 1,006,972 942,744 93.62%

R Research .. . 11,192,731| 10,536,337 94.14%] 13,712,919| 13,280,664|  96.85%| 11,368,029| 10,626,904 93.48%
Monitoring and Research ot
Damage Assessment . ‘
Total 24,833,100' 21,701,484|-  87.39%| 25,560,900 22,983,-155 . 89.92% .19,826,521‘ 17,866,528|. 90.11%
Work Plan Time Periods: -,
92' Work Plan- Oit Yeer4 or March 1, 1982 through February 28, 1995 '
93' Work Plan - Oil Year 5 or March 1, 1993 through September 30, 1993 (Seven Month Transmon)
94' Work Plan - October1 1993 through September 30, 1994 .
95' Work Plan - October 1, 1994 through September 30, 1995 .
96' Work Plan - October 1, 1995 through September 30, 1996 -
97' Work Plan - October 1, 1996 through September 30, 1997

Data Category Summary

12/9/97 3:46 PM
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Exxon Valdez

Quarterly Report as
Summary

WORK PLAN AN

rustee Council
eptember 30, 1997

FT

D ASSOCIATED PROJECTS

. Adjusted EVOS RSA Unobligated EVOS Federal Statj

[Fiscal Year Authorized| Adjustments| Authorization| Expenditures| Expenditures Obligations Balance Lapse Lapse Lapsd .
1992 ’ 19,211,000 13,058 " 19,224,058 13,317,450 2,720,100 .0 5,906,608 5,906,608 2,286,572 3,620,034
1993 13,963,000 -18,003 13,944,997 10,210,471 - 6,014 3,728,512 3,728,512 1,716,453 2,012,059
1994 :25,750,500}- 0 25,750,500 21,013,561 76,664 4,660,275 3,620,475 1,320,184 2,300,291
1995 24,833,100] 0 24,833,100 21,618,840 82,644 3,131,616 3,131,616 427,008 2,704,608
1996 25,560,900 o 25,560,900 22,724,434 258,721 2,577,745 2,577,745 1,073,142 1,504,603
1997 19,827,600 -1,079 19,826,521 14,079,861 3,786,667, 1,959,993 -0 0 a
TOTAL 129,146,100 -6,024 129,140,076 . 102,964,617 2,720,100 . . 4,210,710\ . 21,964,749 18,964,956 6,823,359 12,“-141,597;
JOTHER AUTHORIZATIONS 212,210,253 190,724,502 19,791,109 1,694,642

Total Reported Lapse (Through Court Request #29) 17,684,114 5,595,189 12,088,924
Unreported Lapse (1992 through 1996) T 71280,842] 1,228,170 52,673
|Unreported Interest ) 0 0 a
!Other Revenue (Posters/Symposium Receipts) i 0 0 d-
Total Available to Off-set Future Court Requests 1,280,842 . 1,228,170 52,672
Footnote: The Unobligated Balances have been adjusted to reflect the carry forward of projects. This includes $30,672 in FY 92', $561,813 in FY 93' and $1,039,800 in FY 94'.

12/9/97 3:36 PM
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Exxon Valdez
Quarterly Report as of September 30, 1997
1997 Work Pian Summary
] 97 State + Fed] 97 State + Fed Col. D+E| 97 State + Fed| 97 State+ Fed] Col. G+H|  Col.F-|
Project J ' Adjusted i Expended/} Unobligated
Number Category Description Authorized| Adjustments| Authorization| Expenditures| Obligations| Obligated Balance|
97001 Recovery of Harbor Seals From EVOS: Condition and 192,000] - 0 192,000 133,229 54,914 188,143 3,857
- |97007A M lArchaeological Index Site Monitoring 145,000 602 145,602 125,267 16,550 141,817 3,785
97007B-~ G Site Specific Archaeological Restoration 19,800 1,625 21,525 21,525 0 21,525 o L
CLO . . v
97009D- Survey of Octopuses in Intertidal Habitats 48,000 0 48,000 48,000 0 48,000 0
cLo - - ) '
97012-BAA|" M Comprehensive Killer Whale Investigation in Prince William 157,500} - 0 157,500 92,356 54,887 147,243 10,257
Sound - v ) :
97025 Mechanisms of impact and Potential Recovery of Nearshore ~. ~1,736,300 22,000 1,758,300 1,335,860 391,118 1,726,978 31,322
Vertebrate Predators : : ' . ' i : B
97026-CLO M Report Writing: Micobial Sediments 15,100 0 15,1004 15,100 0 15,100] 0
97043B- G Monitoring of Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden Habitat 24,000 . 24 " 24,024 24,024 0 124,024 0
g7052A. G Community Involvement 248,400 0 248,400 178,401 63,535 241,936 6,464
-}970528 . G Traditional Ecological Knowledge - 94,500 0 94,500 48,633 42,426 91,059 3,441
97064 R Monitoring, Habitat Use, and Trophic Interactior_xs of Harbor 317,800 0 317,800 261,972 4,423 266,395 51,405
97076 R Effects of Oiled Incubation Substrate on Straying and 618,800 0| 618,800 402,702 72,800 475,502 143,298
97090-CLO G Mussel Bed Restoration and Monitoring 10,000 0 10,000 7,698 .0 7,598 2,402
97100 A Admlmstratnon Public |nformat|on and Scientific. 2,940,600 3,420 . 2,844,020 2,366,597 148,097 2,514,694 429,326
Management ' .
97126 H Habitat Protection and Acquisition Support 1,282,600 -24,266| . 1,258,334 . 770,151 90,525/ 860,676 387,658
197127 G Tatitlek Coho Salmon Release 11,100] 0 11,100 1,950 8,579 10,529 571
971314 G Chugach Native Region Clam Restoratlon 365,000 0 365,000 163,879 192,483 '356;362 8,638
97 139A1 G Salmon Instream Habitat and Stock Restoration - Little 26,400 0 26,400 22,639 ) 7 22,646 3,754
Waterfall Barrier Bypass Improvement ' ) ’ . o
97139A2 G .|Port Dick Creek Tributary and Development Project 76,500 0 76,500 62,427 9,087 71,514 4,988
97139C1- G Montague Riparian Rehabilitation Monitoring 9,300 0 9,300 8,219 . 150, 8,369 931
CLO - ' ) - :
. |97142-BAA Status and Ecology of Kittlitz's Murrelets in Prince William 188,500 0 188,500 63,836 107,455 171,291 17,208
: . Sound . L ’ - "
97144 M Common Murre Population Monitoring 73,800 -7,000; 66,800 62,453 0| 62,453 4,347
97145 M Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden: Relation Among and 229,700 0 228,700 229,700 0 228,700 0
. Within Populations of Anadromous and Resident Forms
97149 ©. M Archaeological Site Stewardship 66,300 -1,818 64,482 - 37,013 25,779 -~ 62,792 1,690]
97158-CLO M Surveys to Monitor Marine Bird Abundance in Prmce William 80,100 2,388 62,488 ‘62,488 Q 62,488 0
’ Sound During Winter and Summer: Report and Publication
Writing
Data Summary 97 Page 1 11/24/97 9:23 AM



Exxon Valdez
Quarterly Report as of September 30, 1997
1997 Work Plan Summary . i
97 State + Fed| 97 State + Fed Col. D + E| 97 State + Fed| 97 State + Fed] Col. G+H Col. F-1
Project Adjusted . Expended/| Unobligated
Number - [Category Description Authorized] Adjustments| Authorization| Expenditures Obligations Obligated| Balance
97161 ‘R Differentiation and Interchange of Harlequin Duck 98,800 0 98,800 94,335 0 94,335 4,465
1 . Poputations Within the North Pacific
97162 R Investigations of Disease Factors Affecting Declines of 552,000 0 552,000 360,409 177,035 537,444 14,556
Pacific Herring Populations in Prince William Sound ’ ’ ‘
97163A R APEX: Forage Fish Assessment 406,500 0 406,500 37,319 351,251 388,570 17,930
97163B R APEX: Seabird Interactions 118,400 0 118,400 118,342 .0l 118,342 58
97163C R . [APEX: Fish Diet Overlap 88,300 0 88,300 77,801 1,894 79,695 8,605
97163E R APEX: Kittiwakes - 170,000] | 573 170,573 -170,573 0 170,573 0
97163F R - |APEX: Guillemots 134,500 208 134,708 134,708 0 . 134,708/ - 0
97163G R APEX: Seabird Energetics 171,000 0 171,000 79,958 79,842 159,800 11,200
97163H R APEX: Proximate Composition of Forage Fish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
97163I R~ |APEX: Project Management 139,200 0| - 139,200 .o 130,100 130,100 9,100
97163J R APEX: Barren Island Murres and Kittiwakes 107,000 4,267 111,267 111,267 0 111,267 0
97163K R APEX: Large Fish-as Samplers 9,200 81 9,281!" 9,281 0 9,281 0
97163L R APEX: Barren Is. Survey & Historic Review 91,400 -0 91,400 76,425 8 76,433 14,967
[97163M R :|APEX: Response of Seabirds to Forage Fish Density 243,300 0 243,300 242,918 0 242,918 382
97163N R APEX: Black-Legged Kittiwake Controlled Feeding 30,000 0 30,000 30,000 -0 30,000 0
Experiment ’ |
971630 R APEX: Stat:stlcal Revuew 21,400 0| 21,400 20,000 0| 20,000 . 1,400
97163Q R APEX: Modeling 69,800 0 69,800 . 65,114 0 65,114 4,686
97165 R Genetic Discrimination of Prince William Sound Herring 41,600 o] 41,600 30,910 8 30,918 10,682
Populations
97166 R Herring Natal Habitats 340,300} - 0 340,300 295,469 28,795 324,264 . 16,036
97167-BAA R Curation of Seabirds Salvaged from EVOS 32,100 "0 32,100 30,000 ) 0 30,000 2,100
97169 . R Genetic Study of Murres, Guillemonts Murrelets 59,400 0 59,400 59,400 .0 59,400 0
97170 R . Isotope Ratio Studles of Marine Mammals in Prince William 143,300 0 143,300 36,284 100,010 136,294 7.006
Sound ) .
97186 G Coded Wire Tag Recovenes From Pink Salmon in Prince 273,800 0 273,800(" . 205,732 67 205,799 68,001
William Sound - B ‘ i
97188 G Otolith Thermal Mass Marking of Hatchery Reared Pink 120,100 0 120,100 106,753 25| 106,778 13,322
Salmon In Prince William Sound . ' -
97190 R . . |Construction of a Linkage Map for the Pink Salmon Genome 254,500 0l 254,500 145,583 98,090 243,673 10,827
97191A . - R Field Examination of Qil-Related Embryo Mortalities that 208,500 0 208,500 147,076 42 147,118 61,382
‘ Persist in Pink Salmon Populations in PWS o
97194 M [Pink Salmon Spawning Habitat Recovery 138,300 0 138,300 128,560} - 0 128,560 9,740
97195 R Pristane Monitoring in Mussels and Predators of Juvenile 115,300 0 115,300 105,625 20 105,645 9,655|
Pink Salmon and Herring ’ :
97196 R Genetic Structure of Prince William Sound P|nk Salmon 195,500 0 195,500 162,920 41 162,961 32,539| -
97210 G Youth Area Watch 150,000 0 150,000 147,707 2,177 149,884 116]
Data Summary 97 Page 2
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Exxon Valdez .
Quarterly Report as of September 30, 1997 .
1997 Work Plan Summary
97 State + Fed| 97 State + Fed Col. D+ E| 97 State + Fed] 97 State + Fed]| Col. G+H Col. F -1
Project ] Adjusted Expended/| Unobligated
Number Category|Description . Authorized| Adjustments| Authorization] Expenditures| Obligations ' Obligated Balance
-|97214-CLO G - |Documentary on Subsistence Harbor Seal Hunting in Prince 12,100 0 12,100 6,910 2 6,912 5,188[:
' William Sound ’ - - . -
87220 G- Eastern PWS Wildstock Satmbn Habitat Restoration 115,000 -3,258 111,742 40,218 246 40,464 71,278 R
97223-BAA R Publication of Sea Otter Data 43,000 0 -. 43,000 40,200 0 40,200 2,800
97225 G Port Graham Pink Salmon Subsistence Project 74,400 ¢ 74,400 21,400 , 49,510 70;910 3,490
97230 G Valdez Duck Flats Restoration 67,800 0 67,800 0 67,800 67,800/ 0
97231 R |Marbled Murrelet Productivity - 120,000 0 120,000 119,363 0 119,363, - 637
57244 G |Community-based Harbor Seal Management and Biological 114,800 G 114,900 107,366 18 107,384] 7,516
’ Sampling . ) - *
87247 G Kametolook River Coho Saimon 31,400 0 31,400 11,661 18,742 30,403 897
97250 G Project Management 641,600 75 641,675, 547,923 8,131 556,054 85,621}
} $7251-CLO R Akalura.Lake Restoration 43,700 0 43,700 38,659). 10 38,669 " 5,031
97254 G Delight and Desire Lakes Restoration 123,100 ' 0 7123,100| 105,634 30 105,664 17,438
-197255-CLO G Kenai River Sockeye Salmon Restngation 7 158,300 0 158,300 157,183 34 157,217 1,083
972568. -G Sockeye Salmon Stocking at Solf Lake - 50,000 . O 50,000 31,623 0 31,623 18,377
97258A- R Sockeye Salmon Overescapement Project 214,000 0 . 214,000 192,456 55 192,511 21,489
~{CLO T : :
97259.CLO G Restoration of Coghill Lake Sockeye Salmon - 46,800 0 48,8001 - - 48,796 12 46,808 -8
97263 G Port Graham Salmon Stream Enhancement 58,000 0 ~ 58,000 40,884 15,608 56,492 1,508
97272-CLO| G Chenega Chinock Release Program 45,000 0 45,000 39,750 . 2,706 42,456 2,544
. {97288 G Elders!?outh Conference 15,800 0 15,800 A 15,800 0 15,800 0
97280 R Hydrocarbon Data Analysis, Interpretation, and Database - 78,300 0 76,300 66,318 66| 66,384 9,916
: Maintenance ) o : : .
97300 R Synthesis of Scientific Findings from EVOS Restoration 64,900 0 64,900 35,334 29,566 64,900 y)
Process ’ ., .
97302 M PWS Cutthroat Trout/Dolly Varden Inventory k 12,800 0 12,800 7.883/" .0 7,863 4,937
97304 G Kodiak Waste Management Plan ‘ 267,500 0 267,500 120,434 147,086 267,500 o
97308 R * |Ecology and Demographics of Pacific Sand Lance 32,800 0 32,800 . 32,800 0 32,800 . 0
97320E R SEA: Salmon and Herring Predation 631,800 0 631,800 545,996 . 24,602 570,598 61,202
97320G R SEA: Phytoplankton and Nutrients 130,000 o 130,000 127,635 2,233 129,868 132
97320H R SEA: Zooptankton 136,400 0 - 136,400] 77,864]" 54,749 132,613 3,787
973201 R SEA: Confirming Food Webs of Fishes with Stable isotope - 125,400 0 125,400 82,801 34,399 117,200 8,200
97320J R SEA: Information Systems and Model Development 554,500 0 554,500 258,950 272,450 531,400} 23,100]
1197320K R SEA PWSAC Experimental Fry Release ~24,800 v 0 24,800 . 19,343/ 4,053 23,396 1,404
97320M R |SEA: Physical Oceanography 353,400 0 353,400 109,495 224,705 334,200 19,200
Data Summary 97 Page 3 11/24/97 9:23 AM
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Exxon Valdez
Quarterly Report as of September 30, 1997
) 1997 Work Plan Summary

97 State + Fed| 97 State + Fed Col.D + E| 97 State + Fed| 97 State + Fed] Col. G+H Col. F-1I

Project Adjusted ' I ) Expended/| Unobligated
Number Category|Description - ) Authorized| Adjustments| Authorization| Expenditures ’ AOingations Obligated Balance
97320N R SEA: Nekton and’Plankton Acoustics ) 364,400 0 364,400 108,056 236,944 345,000 19,400
97320R . R SEA: Trophodynamic Modeling and Validation Through 182,100 0 182,100 "~ 129,479 5,695 135,174 46,926
97320T R SEA: Juvenile Herring S ‘ 946,700 0 946,700 445,413 279,650 725,063 221,637
973200 R SEA: Somatic and Spawning Energetics of Herring, Pollock 154,400 .0 154,400 78,619 315 78,934 75,466
9732021 R - SEA: Synthesis and_ Integration 61,300 0 61,300 L 12241 45,868 .58,109 3,191
97427 .M Harlequin Duck Recbvery Monitoring 252,500 of 252,500 211,041 2,247 213,288 39,212
Unbilled GA (ADF&G Only) 0 0 0 0 0 0| 0

General Administration Task Order (NOAA Only) - 0 0 0 269,865 6,935 276,800 -276,800

Total 19,827,600 -1,079 19,826,521 . 14,079,861 3,786,667| 17,866,528 1,959,993

Data Summary 97 Page 4 11/24/97 9:23 AM




Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 907/27848012 fax: 907/276-7178

 MEMORANDUM
TO: Trustee Council
THROUGH: Molly ol
Executive Director
FROM: . Traci Cramer

Administrative Officer

DATE: December 9, 1997

RE: - Financial Report as of November 30, 1997

Attached is the Statement of Revenue, Disbursements and Fees, and accompanying
notes for the Exxon Valdez Joint Trust Fund for the period ending November 30, 1997.

The following is a sUmmary of the information incorporated in the notes and contained on

the statement.

Liquidity Account Balance

Plus: Current Year Adjustments (Note 5)

Plus: Other Adjustments (Note 6)
Uncommitted Fund Balance

Plus: Future Exxon Payments (Note 1)

Less: Remaining Reimbursements (Note 3)

Less: Remaining Commitments (Note 7)
Total Estimated Funds Available

Restoration Reserve

$54,719,138

44,500,000

1,910,550
$101,129,688

$210,000,000
10,000,000
40,305,734 :
$260,823,954

$52,036,708

If you have any questions regarding the information provided please do not hesitate to

give me a call at 586-7238.
Attachments

cc: . Agency Liaisons
Bob Baldauf

Federal Trustees

* U.S. Department of Interior

U.S. Department of Agriculture

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

State Trustees

Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Alaska Department of Law

e — ———— e e am . et a.



NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF REVENUE; DISBURSEMENTS AND FEES
FOR THE EXXON VALDEZ JOINT TRUST FUND
As of November 30, 1997 -

1. Contr butions - Pursuant to the agreement Exxon is to pay a total of $900 000 000

Recelved to Date - ‘ . $620 000,000
Current Year o $0
- Future Payments - $210 000,000

.....

2. 'Interest lncome In accordance with the MOA, the funds are depesrted in the Uni ted ‘
States District Court Court Registry Investment System (CRIS) All deposns with CRIS

. _are maintained in United States government treasury. securities with maturmes of 100 days

’_or tess Total earned since the last report is $262,487.

3. Relmbursement of Past Costs Under the terms of the agreement the United States and.

) cthe State are relmbursed for expenses associated with the splll The remarmng
tretmbursements represents that amount due the State of Alaska

4. Fees CRIS charges a fee of 7.5% for cash management serwces Total pald smce the

last repcrt is $19, 686 55

=

5. ‘Current Year Adjustments Includes the current year payment (Iess re|mbursements) the.
transfer of $12 000 000 into the Restoration Reserve and the followmg land payments

_‘_“Sellerk ,( '. ‘Amount - Due
- Shuyak .~ $4:000,000 : October 1998
‘Konlag, lncorporated $4,500, 000 ‘ September 1998

6. Other Adjustments Under terms of the Agreement both 1nterest earned on. previous. .
disbursements and prior years unobligated funding or Iapse are deducted from future court
‘ requests Unreported mterest and lapse is summanzed below. ~

! , ~ . Interest Lapse
"United States © $38,289 $1,228,170

State of Alaska ~ ~ .$591.419 -$52,672
7. Remaining Commitments.- Includes the fottowing_{land payments. ,

‘Seller - - Amount . Due

© Shuyak © $12,000,000 " October 1998 through 2001
Shuyak. - | . $11,805734 - October 2002 ~

" Koniag, Incorporated  $16,500,000 T September 2002

., .
. |
-
o

R Decumertts\Monthly Reparts\Nova?. doc »




REVENUE:
Contributions: (Note 1)

Contributions from Exxon Corporation
Less: Credit to Exxon Corporation for
clean-up costs incurred
Total Contributions

Interest Income: {Note 2)
Exxon Corporation escrow account
Joint Trust Fund Account

Total Interest .

Total Revenue

DISBURSEMENTS:
Reimbursement of Past Costs: {Note 3)
State of Alaska
United States
Total Reimbursements

Disbursements from Liquidity Account: .

State of Alaska .
‘ United States '
Transfer to the Restoration Reserve

Total Disbursements

FEES: .
U.S. Court Fees {Note 4)

Total Disbursements and Fees

Increase (decrease} in Liquidity Account

Liquidity Account Balance,
beginning balance

Liquidity Account Balance,
end of period -

Current Year Adjustments: (Note 5)
Other Adj\ustments: (Note 6)

Uncommitted Liquidity Account Balance

Future Exxon Payments (Note 1)

Remaining Reimbursements (Note 3)

.maining Commitments: (Note 7)

Total Estimated Funds Available

Restoration Reserve

Support Documents RDF

o1~ 'EMENT OF REVENUE, DISBURSEMENT, AND FEES
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL JOINT TRUST FUND
As of November 30, 1997
. . : To Date Cumulative
1995 1996 1997 ) 1998 Total
70,000,000 70,000,000 ' 70,000,000 - } 0 620,000,000
: (39,913,688) -
70,000,000 70,000,000 70,000,000 0 580,086,312
, ‘ 831,233 :
5,706,667 - 3,963,073 2071070 . 477,767 18,828,577 v o
5706667 . 3,963,073 2,971,070 477,767 19,659,810 !
75,706,667 73,963,073 72,971,070 . 477,767 599,746,122
3,291,446 © 5,000,000 0 91,559,288
2,697,000 : 0 - 0 ' 0 69,812,045
2,697,000 3,291,446 5,000,000 0 161,371,333
41,969,660 43,340,950 17,846,130 0 172,791,328
" 48,019,928 31,047,824 60,101,802 0 160,604,322
' 35,996,231 12,449,552 ' 4B 445,783
89,989,597 110,385,004 90,397,484 .0 381,841,433
586,857 396,307 254,221 ' 35,833 1,814,218
'°93,273,454 114,072,758 95,651,705 35,833 545,026,984
' (17,566,788) (40,109,685) (22,680,635) . 441,934 54,719,138
134,634,311 117,067,523 76,957,839 54,277,204
117,067,523 76,957,839 54,277,204 54,719,138
44,500,000 |
1,910,550
101,129,688
210,000,000
(10,000,000)
(40,305,734)
| 260,823,954
52,036,708
" 12/9/97 4:02 PM
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Statement 1

Statement of Exxon Valdez Settlement Funds
As of November 30, 1997

Beginning Balance of Settlement ‘ S 900,000,000
Recelpts , ,

_ Interest Earned on Exxon Escrow Account 337,111
Net Interest Earned on Joint Trust Fund (Note 1) - 17,014,359
Interest Earned on United States and State of Alaska Accounts 5,949,619

. Total Interest ' , ' 23,301,089

Disbursements:

Reimbursements to United States-and State of Alaska 161,371,333

Exxon clean up cost dedliction ‘ 39,913,688
Joint Trust Fund deposits - - 419,546,212
Total Disbursements i 3 — . ' 620,831,233 .

Funds Available:

Exxon Future Payments ) C . : o ~ 210,000,000

Current Year Payment ‘ o . 70,000,000
Balance in Liquidity. Account . . 54,719,138
Future acquisition payments (Note 2) o ’ (48,805,734)
Alaska Sealife Center = - ‘ ‘ .0
Remaining Reimbursements : ' o (15,000,000)
Other (Note 3) : , 1,910,550
‘ Total Estimated Funds Available ' : 272,823,954 :
Restoration Reserve : : ' 52,036,708 -

Note 1: Gross interest earned less District Court registry fees.
Note 2: Includes both current year and future year payments
- Note 3: Adjustment for unreported interest eamed and lapse

:. Footnote:

Included in the Total Estimated Funds Available is the $12 000 000 payment to the
Restoratlon Reserve for Fiscal Year 1998. '

Support Documents Stm 1 ‘ : e . 12/9/97 4:04 PM




Statement 2

' Cash Flow Statement
Exxon Valdez Liquidity Account
As of November 30, 1997

Receipts:

Exxon paymenté .

December 1991 ‘ : 36,837,111

December 1992 _ : 56,586,312

September 1993 : . i 68,382,835 '

September 1994 - P 58,728,400

September 1995 67,303,000

September 1996 y . 66,708,554

September 1997 . 65,000,000 i

Total Deposits ’ 419,546,212 419,546,212
Interest Earned 18,828,577

Total Interest | 18828577 18,828,577

Total Receipts ’ k B 438,374,789

Disbursements:

Court Requests
- Fiscal Year 1992 - 12,879,700
Fiscal Year 1993 27,634,994 4
Fiscal Year 1994 50,554,653
Fiscal Year 1995 ' . 89,989,597
Fiscal Year 1996 74,388,774 .
Fiscal Year 1997 77,947,932
Fiscal Year 1998 ) 0
> Total Requests o 333,395,650 333,395,650
District Court Fees : 1814218 1,814,218
“Transfer'to the Restoration Reserve o ‘ 48,445,783
Total Disbursements o 383,655,651
Balance in Joint Trust Fund : . 54,719,138

’ 'Footnote: '

A total of $48,445,783 has been disbursed from the Liquidity Account to the Restoration

. Reserve. Of the total, $48,445,663 was used to purchase laddered securities. The .-
remaining $120 represents costs paid to the Federal Reserve Bank. '

Support Documents Stm 2

12/9/97 4:.05 PM




Decemf)er 91

Schedule of Payménts from Exxon

As of November 30, 1997

Disbursements: December 92 - ’Septem!;er 93 September 94 September 85 September 96 September 87° Total
Reimbursements:

United States ' N

FFY92 24,726,280 0 .0 24,726,280
FFY93 0 24,500,000 11,617,165 36,117,165
FFY94 . . 0 g 0 0 6,271,600 6,271,600
FFY95 0 0 0 2,697,000 2,697,000
Total United States 24,726,280 24,500,000 11,617,165 6,271,600 2,697,000 0 0 0  69.812,045
State of Alaska

General Fund: . |
FFY92 25,313,756 0 0 25,313,756
FFY93 0 16,685,133 0 16,685,133

" FFY94 0 0 14,762,703 . 14,762,703

FFY95 0 0. 0 0 0
Mitigation Account: .

_FFY92 3,954,086 0 0 3,954,086

“FFY93 . 0 12,314,867 0 ' 12,314,867
FFY94 - 0 0 5,237,297 5,000,000 10,237,297
FFY95 (Prevention Account) 0 [0} 0 [0} ‘0
FFYS6 (Prevention Account) ! 3,291,446 3,291,446
FFY97 (Prevention Account) 5,000,000 5,000,000
Total State of Alaska 29,267,842 29,000,000 20,000,000 5,000,000 0 3,291,446 5,000,000 . ‘0 . 91,559,288
Total Reimbursements o 53,994,122 53,500,000 31,617,165 11,271,600, 7 2,697,000 3,291,446 5,000,000 0 161,371,333
Depoéits to Joint Trust Fund . 4

FFY92 36,837,111 o . 0 36,837,111
FFY93 & 0" 56,586,312 68,382,835 124,969,147
FFY94 0 [V 0 ) 0
FFY95 0 0 0 58,728,400 67,303,000 . 126,031,400
FFYS6 66,708,554 66,708,554
FFY97 65,000,000 65,000,000
Total Deposits to Joint Trust Fund . 36,837,111 - 56,586,312 68,382,835 58,728,400 67,303,000 66,708,554 65,000,000 0 419,546,212
Exxon clean up cost deduction 0 39,913,688 0 0- 0 0 0 OA 39,913,688
Total Payments 90,831,233 150,000,000 100,000,000 70,000,000 70,000,000 70,000,000 0 620,831,233

Remaining Exxon payments to be made:

September 1994
September 1995
September 1996

September 1997 N .

September 1998
September 1999
September 2000
September 2001

280,000,000

e eloNe)

70,000,000
70,000,000
70,000,000
70,000,000

70,000,000

The December 1991 payment includes interest accrued on the escrow account. The actual disbursements without interest was $24.5 million to the United States, $29 million to the State of Alaska and $36.5 million to the

Joint Trust Fund. The total interest eamed on the e
Trust Fund.

, .
The 1984

scrow account was $831,233 which was p

P This

previously estimated. The funds wgré retumed to the Joint Account by reducing the amount transfesred to the Unfied States in Court Request number 15.

Support Documents Totat Dis

$226,280 to the United States, $267,842 to the State of Alaska and $337,111.to the Joint

t to the Uniled States included an over-payment of $80,700 to NOAA. This over-payment is a direct result of final costs for damage assessment activities being lower than what was
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Scpédule of Disbursements
Exxon Valdez Liquidity Account
As‘ of November 30, 1997 .

Court Request- ]

" Disbursements

Support Documents JTF Dis

4

United States  State of Alaska - Total Court Fees . . Total
[Total Fiscal Year 1992 6,A320,500 6,559,200 12,879,700 23,000 12,902,700/
[Total Fiscal Year 1993 9,105,881 18,529,113 27,634,994 154,000 ‘27,78'8,994]
- |Total Fiscal Year 1994 6,008,387 44,546,266 - 50,554,653 364,000 50,918,653} .
- Court Request 8. " 3,576,179 7,088,077 10,664,256
Court Request9 . 3,111,204 3,111,204 .
Court Request 10 3226182 9,234,909 12,461,091
Court Request 11 1,450,000 1,450,000
Court Request 12 17,200,000 - 17,200,000 .
Court Request 13 1,480,251 171,763 1,652,014 -~
Court Request 14 . - 15,250,000 15,250,000
Court Request 15 - 5,837,316 - 9,863,716 15,701,032
Court Request 16 _ ) 12,500,000 _' 12,500,000 ‘
[Total Fiscal Year 1995 48,019,928 41,969,669 89.989,597'» 586,857 90,576,454 |
Court Request 17 - 3,294,667 3,294,667
Court Request 18 8,000,000 © 8,000,000
Court Request 19 3,222,224 1,968,898 5,191,122
Restoration Reserve Transfer . ) 35,996,231
Court Request 20 ) 8,000,000 8,000,000
Court Request 21 1,007,000 15,520,500 6,527,500
Court Request 22 18,818,600 24,556,885 ‘43,375,485 .
[Total Fiscal Year 1996 31,047,824 43,340,950 - .110,385,004 396,307 110,781,312}
Court Request 23 2,613,500 0 2,613,500 -
Court Request 24 176,500 3,075,625 3,252,125
Court Request 25 785,859 ‘442 833 1,228,692
. Court Request 26 24,154,000 530,000 24,684,000
Court Request 27 324,700 1,470,QQQ 1,795,600
Restoration Reserve Transfer o 12,449,552
Court Request 28 ... 0 2,627,000 2,627,000 - .
Court Request 29 5,919,169 5,699,772 11,618;941
Court Request 30 26,128,074 4,000,000 - 30,128,074 -
[Total Fiscal Year 1997 60,101,802 17,846,130 - 90,397,484 254,221 90,651,705] -
" Court Request 31 0
Court Request 32' 0
Court Request 33 0
Court Request 34 0
Restoration Reservg Transfer
Total Fiscal Year 1998 0 0 0. 0 0
Total 160,604,322 172,791,328 381,841,433 1,778,385 383,619,818/ .
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Exxon Valdez Liquidit& Account

Interest Earned/District Court Registry Fees

As of November 30, 1997

FFY 1994

FFY 1997

FFY 1992| FFY 1993 FFY 1995| FFY 1996 FFY 1998 Total
Earnings Deposits 17,683 31,124 33,476 55,809 ' 138,092
Earnings Allocated:
1991 28,704 , 28,704
1992 526,613| 553,697 . 1,080,309
1993 ' 639,180| 1,461,736 , 2,100,915 -
1994 1,876,788| 1,402,938 L 3,279,726| .-
11995 ‘ 3,661,063| 1,202,209 4,863,272|
1996 2,364,556 810,894 . 3,175,451
1997 = | 1,905,955| 441,934| 2,347,889
1998 -
Total 555,317| 1,192,876 3,338,524 5,064,001| 3,566,766| 2,716,849 441,934| 16,876,267
Total Earnings 573,000 1,224,000| 3,372,000| . 5,119,809 3,.566,766 2,716,849|- 441,934| 17,014,359
gistry Fees:
991 : 3,189 3,189
1992 19,811 100,223 - 120,034( ‘
1993 53,777, 179,658 233,435(
1994 184,342 180,072 . 364,414
1995 406,785 133,579 540,364
1996 262,729 90,099 . 352,828
1997 164,121 + 35,833 199,954}
1998 ' '
Total 23,000 154,000 364,000 586,857 396,307 = 254,221 .35,833| 1,814,218
Gross Earnings ~596,000{ 1,378,000 3,736,000 - 5,706,667| 3,963,073| - 2,971,070 477,767| 18,828,577|

Support- Documents INT JTF
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Support Documents INT Acct

ned on United States and State of Alaska Acco

edule of Ii\‘, ~2st Ear

As of November 30, 1997

State of Alaska

1,009,854

United States
EVOSS Account NRDA& R Total

June 1992 22,675 22,675
January 1994 22,398 22,398
February 1994 19,086 117,178 136,264
- - IMarch 1994 20,754 20,754
April 1994 18,714 18,714
May 1994 15,878 15,878
June 1994 17,707 24,823 42 530
July 1994 52,823 52,823
August 1994 48,450 48,450
September 1994 40,408 " 43,567 83,975
October 1994 44291 44,291
November 1994 63,286 63,286
December 1994 67,496 3,849 71,346
January 1995 89,341 89,341
February 1995 100,714 100,714
March 1995 104,570 17,033 121,603
April 1995 95,432 95,432
May 1995 92,595 92,595.
June 1995 80,613 50,042 130,655
July 1995 76,424 76,424
August 1995 68,771 | . 68,771
September 1995 59,945 44 826 104,771
October 1995 133,486 133,486
November 1995 154,119 154,119
December 1995 143,917 39,567 183,484
January 1996 134,300 : 134,300
February 1996 122,348 122,348
March 1996 132,469 64,381 196,850
April 1996 126,550 126,550
May 1996 136,732 136,732
Junée 1996 - 145,501 73,267 218,768
|July 1996 128,195 128,195
August 1996 106,079 , 106,079
September 1996 110,890 29,042 139,933
October 1996 181,598 181,598
November 1996 162,806 162,806
December 1996 163,991 71,093 225,084
January 1997 147,934 147,934
February 1997 125,137 125,137
March 1997 131,457 24,374 155,831
April 1997 122,111 : 122,111
May 1997 114,954 114,954
June 1997 99,811 368,523 468,334
July 1997 221,906 221,906
August 1997 36,898 36,898
September 1997 169,695 38,289 |. - 197,984
October 1997 119,195 .119,195
November 1997 49,120 49,120
Total 4,939,765 5,949,619

NOTE: The $117,178 NRDA&R interest figure is cummulative.

Interest was eamed for the period July 1992 through December 1993, but the specific

amounts have been hidden to allow the spreadsheet to print on one page.
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Schedule of Interest Adjustments to the Court Requests
: . As of November 30, 1997
October November | December | January |~ February March ~ April ‘May June July August Total Unallocated
o United States
FFY92 - 2|Baldauf'12/6/96
FFY93 39,871 3,648 43,519 ‘
FFY94 . 51,231 22,427 73,658
|FFY95 34,621 37,618 3,849 - 63,226 139,314
FFY96 48,676 37,100 26,600 109,666 222,042
FFY97 29,041 ’ 463,989 493,030
FFY98.
Total United States ' 971,565 38,289
State of Alaska
FFY92 : 0
FFY93 80,775 35,012 115,787
FFY94 64,944 : : 239,090 304,034
FFY95 . 52,823 117,838 44,291 . } 320,837 449,634 985,423
FFY96 262,202 300 289,400 934,433] 1,486,335
FFY97 398,567 275,700 : ' ' 782,501 1,456,768
FFY98 ' : .
Tofal State of Alaska o - 4,348,347 591,418
Total Adjustment i 5,319,912 629,708
Footnote: The unallocated interest is tied to the INT Acct. sheet,
-Support Documents INT Adjustment 12/9/97 4:05 PM




Disbursements:
Court Requests

‘United States
FFY92 -,
FFY93
FFY94-
FFY95
FFY96
FFY97
FFY98

Total United States

.‘State of Alaska
FFy9z . -
FFY93
FFY94
FFY95
"FFY96
FFY97
FFY98

Total State of Alaska

Total Adjustment

Support Documents Lapse Adjustment .

As of November 30, 1997

December
1993

June -

1994

August
1995

“Schedule of Lapse Adjustments to the Court Requests

August
1996

August

Total

3,106,555

220,858

1,165,334

1997

1,102,442

0
0

13,106,555

0

220858
i 2,267,776

© 3,106,655 .

. 220,858

1,165,334

- 5,685,189

3,661,600 -

2,376,950

2,500,448

"-1,102,442

3,649,927

0
0

3,661,600

2,376,950

6,050,375

3,661,600

0

2,376,950

2,500,448

3,649,927

12,088,925

3661600

3,106,555

2,597,808

3,665,782

4,652,369

17,684,114
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Work Plan Authorizations:

United States:

June 15, 1992
January 25, 1993
January 25, 1993 -

~-~November 10, 1993

November 30, 1993
June 1994

June 1994

July 1994

Carry Forward Authorization
August 1994
November 1994
December 1994
March 1995 -

" August 1995
December 1995
Janua‘ry 1996

April 1996

May 1996

June 1996

August 1996
December 1996
February 1997

May 1997

August 1997

.Total -

- Support Documents WKPLNAUT

Schedule of Work Plan Auth.ns and Other Authorizatio‘ﬁs

FFY 92 FFY 93 FFY 94 FFY 95 FFY 96 FFY97 - FFY98 Total
6,320,500 0 0
0 3,113,900 0.
0  6,035500 0 :
0 0 0
0 0. 2,567,300
© 4,536,800
84,500
1,500,000
463,500
2,110,800 : p
2,514,200 ~
749,600 et
1,484,100 -
(36,700) 6,238,800
- . .3270,900
150,000
478,000
21,900 15,200
' 23,000 . ,
.. 7,923,700
310,900
0
0
85,000 - 7,263,600
6,320,500 7,307,400

9,149,400. 8,688,600

10,175,900

8,319,600 7,263,600' 57,225,000 -
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‘ . : ' Schedule of Work Plan Auth.ns and OtherI‘Authorizations ' ‘

FFY 92 FFY 93 FFY 94 FFY 95 FFY 96 FFY97  FFY 98 Total

Work Plan Authorizations '
State of Alaska

June 15, 1992 6,559,200 : 0 -0

January 25, 1993 0 3,574,000 -, 0
- January 25, 1993 : 0 7,570,900 0

November 30, 1993 . 0 0. 4,454,400

June 1994 - 12,391,700

"June 1994 - - 215,800

July 1994 L - 0

Carry Forward Authorization ’ 576,300

August 1994 ' 7,140,900

November 1994 ' : ‘ ’ 9,098,700

December 1994 . : . . 180,500

‘March 1995 ' : - . 492,600

August 1995 - s " 36,700 12,653,600

December 1995 . - - ~ 2,231,100

April 1996 . o o o 500,000

May 1996 T : 300

June 1996 . ‘

August 1996 ' g’ S 11,606,300
December 1996 - : - 310,400
February 1997 _ 275,700
May 1997 - . - . , . 0o ‘
August 1997 ' ‘ ' : . (85,000) 9,393,200

b

-Total 4 ' 6,569,200 11,144,900 17,061,900 17,525,700 15,385,000 12,107,400 9,393,200 89,177,300

Support Documents WKPLNAUT : ©12/9/97 3:58 PM




Schedule of Work Plan Autht.ns and Other Authorlzatlons o

FFY 97

Footnotes:

) FFY 92 FFY 93 FFY 94 FFY 95 FFY 96 - FFY 98 Total
Other Authorizations '
United States:
Orca Narrows (6/94, Eyak) 2,000,000 1,650,000 3,650,000
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge (3/95, 9/95 AKI) 21,000,000 7,500,000 7,500,000 36,000,000
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge (3/95, 9/95 Old Harbor) 11,250,000 11,250,000
Koniag 12,500,000 4,500,000 17,000,000
Small Parcels ' 379,000 3,740,200 . 4,119,200
Chenega Land Acquisition 24,000,000 ° 24,000,000
‘Chenega-Area Oiling Reductlon . 3,600 - 157,400 =~ 182,000 343,000
English Bay " 14,128,074 14,128,074
Total 2,000,0000 33,900,000 20,382,600 54,025674 182,000 110,490,274
State of Alaska:
Kachemak Bay State Park (1/95) 7,500,000 7,500,000
. Alutiiq Repository (11/93) 1,500,000 , A
Seal Bay (11/93,11/94,11/95,11/96) 29,950,000 3,229,042 3,294,667 3,075,625 39,549,334
- Shuyak (3/96, 10/96 - 10/02 . : ’ 8,000,000 2,194,266 4,000,000 14,194,266
Smali Parcels’. 5,020,500 3,738,000 8,758,500
Alaska SealLife Center 12,500,000 12,456,000 - 724,000 25,680,000
Chenega-Area Oiling Reduction 0. 1,732,000 1,732,000
Alaska Sealife Center Fish Pass’ 545,600 545,600
Sound Waste:Management Plan . ) - 1,167,900 . 1,167,900
Total 9,000,000 = 29,950,000 15,729,042 28,771,167 13,177,391 4,000,000 99,127,600
Total Other Authorizations 0 9,000,000 - 31,950,000 49,629,042 49,153,767 67,203,065 4,182,000 209,617,874
Total Work Plan Authorizations 12,879,700 = 20,294,300 25,750,500 24,833,100 25,560,900 20,427,000 16,656,800 146,402,300
Restoration Reserve " ' B 36,000,000 12,450,000 48,450,000
Total Authorized 12,879,700 29,294,300 57,700,500 74,462,142 110,714,667 100,080,065 20,838,800 404,470,174

Work Plan Authorization and Land/Capital Acquisitions only. Will not balance to the Schedule of D|sbursements from the Joint Trust Fund or the court requests due to the
reauthorization of pro;ects (cammy-forward) and deductions for interest and Iapse

‘This schedule does tie to the quarterly reports with the exception of 93' and 92'. In FY93 the Work Plan represented the transition to the Federal Fiscal Year from the O|I Yearora
seven month penod. This schedule presents authorization on the Federal Fiscal Year and as such FFY92 and FFY93 does not balance.

Support Documents WKPLNAUT
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Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustee Council

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451  907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178

Habitat Protection Program: Small Parcels

Status Report
December 10, 1997

The Trustee Council commits funds to buy land in order to protect habitat for resources
and services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Since 1993, the Council has spent
about $200 million to protect about 425,000 acres of habitat. Most of the habitat that
has been acquired is in large tracts that help protect ecosystems, but some is in smaller
tracts with unique habitat or strategic value. This report describes the status of small
parcels nominated for acquisition through the Small Parcel Habitat Protection Program.

In response to public solicitations, 327 small parcels have been nominated. Council
staff evaluate, score, and rank the parcels, taking into account the resource value of the
parcel, adverse impacts from human activity, and potential benefits to management of
public lands. The nomination period is open-ended. The Restoration Office continues
to receive and evaluate nominations.

Acquisitions and Offers (Table 1). The Council has authorized offers to purchase 44
parcels and contribute $4 million for a package of lands owned by the Kenai Natives
Association and up to $1 million for 45 key waterfront parcels forfeited to Kodiak Island
Borough for tax delinquency. Thirty-two small parcels have been acquired ($12.8
million for 3,560 acres). Purchase agreements have been signed for one additional
small parcel and the Kenai Natives Association package ($4.3 million for 3,413 acres).
Landowners are considering offers on ten additional small parcels. Appraisals of the
Kodiak Island Borough Tax Parcels are being reviewed. The Ninilchik Native
Association has rejected an offer for the Deep Creek Parcel (KEN 1001).

Parcels Under Consideration (Table 2). The Council is considering acquisition of the
13 parcels listed in Table 2, but has not yet authorized offers to purchase these parcels.
The Council has expressed interest in three additional parcels, but the owners are
unwilling to sell their parcels at appraised fair market value.

‘Nominations (Table 3). This table lists 31 parcels nhominated since July 1995, when a

report was published on the evaluation of small parcels nominated as of that date. The
Council has taken no action with respect to the more recent nominations. Three
parcels nominated for the Small Parcel Program have been purchased with criminal,
settlement funds. :

Federal Trustees  State Trustees
U.S. Department of the Interior ~ Alaska Department of Fish and Game
- U.S. Department of Agriculture  Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  Alaska Department of Law



Small Parcel Status Report
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Page 2

Table 1. Status of Small Parcel Acquisitions and Offers (Déc. 10, 1997)

Kodiak Island Borough Tax Parcels

' TOTAL:
‘ (a) The Ninilchik Native Association has rejected an offer to purchase Deep Creek (KEN 1001).

7,353.7 $20,393,100

Parcel ID Description Acres Value Status
Acquisitions Complete 3,560.2 $12,842,700
PWS 11 Horseshoe Bay 315.0 $475,000
PWS 17, 17A-D  Ellamar Subdivision 334 $655,500
PWS 52 Hayward Parcel 9.5 $150,000
KEN 10 Kobylarz Subdivision 20.0 $320,000
KEN 19 Coal Creek Moorage 53.0 $260,000
KEN 29 - Tulin Parcel 220.0 $1,200,000
KEN 34 Cone Parcel 100.0  $600,000
KEN 54 Salamatof Parcel 1,377.0 $2,540,000
KEN 55 Overlook Park 97.0 $244,000
KEN 148 River Ranch 146.0 $1,650,000
KEN 1005 Ninilchik 16.0 $50,000
KEN 1006 Girves Parcel 110.0 $1,835,000
KEN 1014 Grouse Lake 64.0 $211,000
KEN 1015 Lowell Point 19.4 $531,000
KEN 1038 Roberts Parcel 3.3 $698,000
KEN 1049 Mansholt Parcel (Kenai River) 1.6 $55,000
KAP 91 Adonga Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 137.0 $137,000
. KAP 98 Pestrikoff Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 80.0 $128,000
KAP 99 Shugak Parcel (Kiliuda Bay) 160.0 $155,200
KAP 101 Haakanson Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 80.0 $52,000
KAP 103 Kahutak Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 40.0 - $66,000
KAP 105/142 Three Saints Bay 88.0 $168,000
KAP 114 Johnson Parcel (Uyak Bay) 55.0 $154,000
KAP 115 Johnson Parcel (Uyak Bay) 65.0 $110,500
KAP 131 - Matfay Parcel (Kiliuda Bay) ~ 40.0 $68,000
KAP 132 Peterson Parcel (Sitkalidak Strait) 160.0 $256,000
KAP 135 Capjohn Parcel (Kiliuda Bay) 70.0 $73,500
Purchase Agreement Signed 3,413.0 $4,281,300
Kenai Natives Assoc. Package (Stephanka/Moose R.) 3,253.0 $4,000,000 On hold pending resolution of a
shareholder lawsuit.
KAP 1055 Abston Parcel (Uyak Bay) 160.0 = $281,300 '
Offers Under Review 380.5 $3,269,100
KEN 12 Baycrest 90.0 $450,000 Reappraised at $495,000.
. KEN 1009 Cooper Parcel 30.0 $48,000
KEN 1034 Patson Parcel 76.3 $375,000 Discussions continue.
KEN 1060A-D Green Timbers (Homer Spit) 68.7 $422,100 Contingent on conserv.easements.
KEN 1061 Beluga Slough (Homer Spit) 38.0 $615,000 Contingent on conserv.easements.
KAP 220 Mouth of Ayakulik River 56.0 $213,000 Reappraised-$80,000 for 5.4 ac.
KAP 226 Karluk River Lagoon 215 $146,000 Reappraised-$240,000 for 16.3 ac.
$1,000,000

Appraisals being reviewed.
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: Tab’ie-j2. Parcelss=Under Coﬁisideration (Dec. 10, 1997)

Parcel ID Description Acres Comments
PWS 05 Valdez Duck Flats (USS 349 & 448) 42.0 Appraisal submitted to landower.
PWS 06 Valdez Duck Flats (USS 447) 24.7 Appraisal submitted to landower.
PWS 1010 Jack Bay 942.0 Appraisal on hold pending
changes in title to be conveyed.
KEN 1039 Oberts Parcel (Big Eddy) 31.7 Appraisal approved.
KEN 1040 Oberts Parcel (Honeymoon Cove) ™" 4.2 Appraisal approved.
KEN 1041 Oberts Parcel (Peterkin Hmstd.) 30.0 Appraisal approved.
KEN 1051/52  Salamatof Native Assn. (Kenai NWR) 26.8 Purchase agreement signed
- ' : contingent on Council approval.
KEN 1062A-C  Homer Spit Fishing Hole ! 3.0
KEN 1070 Trust for Public Land (Homer Splt) 26 _
-KAP 145 Termmat|on Point 1,028:0 Appraisal submitted to landower.
TOTAL' 2,135.0

(@) The owners of The" Tnplets (KAP- 22)J Cusack Parcel (KAP 118) and Karluk (KAP 150) are unwilling

to sell their parcels

1

1
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Table 3. Small Parcel Nominations (July 1995 to December 1997*)

Parcel ID Description Acres Sponsor Rank

Prince William Sound (PWS) 123.5 ‘ .

PWS 1045  Dennis Parcel (Valdez Duck Flats) 43 No sponsor  Below threshold criteria.\,

PWS 1056  Blondeau Parcel (Valdez) 100.0 ADNR Low '

PWS 1068  Lowe Parcel (Latouche Island) 2.7 No sponsor  Below threshold criteria..

PWS 1072  Wiillis Parcel (S. of Cordova) 15.0 ‘Nosponsor Below threshold criteria.-

PWS 1077  Stalling Parcel (Fish Bay) - 15 No sponsor  Below threshold criteria. ;

Kenai Peninsula (KEN) * 894.0 . ‘

-KEN 1030  Anchor River ' 127.8  Nosponsor  Below threshold criteria.

KEN 1032 Matson Parcel (Ninilchik River) 74 ADFG Low

KEN 1035  Mullen Parce! (Kenai River) 8.5 ADNR/ADFG Low

KEN 1036  Weilbacher Parcel (Kenai River) 28.7  ADNR/ADFG Low

KEN 1037  Coyle Parcel (Kenai City Boat Dock) 26.0 © Nosponsor Below threshold criteria.

KEN 1042  College Estates (Kenai River) 56.0 ADNR/ADFG Low -

KEN 1043 College Estates (Kenai River) 779 ADNR/ADFG Low -

~ KEN 1044 Breeden Parcel (Kenai River Flats) 25.0 ADNR/ADFG Low -

KEN 1046  Pollard Parcel (Kasilof River) 1556.0 ADFG Low i

KEN 1047  Calvin Parcel (Kasilof River): 76.8  ADFG Below threshold criteria.
' " KEN 1057 Lowe Parcel (Kenai River) 22.0 ADNR Low

KEN 1063 Eaton Parcel (Ninilchik Boat Harbor) 11.0 No sponsor  Low

KEN 1064 Lindle Parcel (Lower Kasilof River) 10.0  ADFG Low

KEN 1066 Moore Parce! (Killey River) 30.0 ADFG Low

.KEN 1067 Fiore Parcel (Kenai River) 7.2 ©~ ADFG/ADNR Low

KEN 1069 Wards Cove Parcel (Chisik Is.) 29.7 No sponsor " Below threshold criteria.

KEN 1070 Homer Spit, W. side - 26 ADNR Low

KEN 1071 . Ellis Parcel (Kenai River/Cook Inlet) 43.0 No sponsor  Below threshold criteria.

KEN 1073  Cufley Parcel (near Baycrest, Homer) 9.3 No sponsor  Below threshold criteria.

KEN 1074  Gatz Parcel (Anchor River) 80.0 ADFG Low

KEN 1075 Meridian Park Parcel (Bear Creek) -39

KEN 1076 Heus Parcel (Kenai River) -16.2

KEN 1078 Simonds Parcel (Sterling. Hwy.) 40.0

" Kodiak/Alaska Peninsula (KAP) : 1,621.0 .
KAP 1050  Christiansen Parcel (Sitkalidak Str.) 1 159.0 USFWS Low
KAP 1058 Leisnoi Parcel (Long Island) 1,462.0 ADNR Moderate
v TOTAL: 2638.5

(a) These parcels have been nominated since publication of Comprehenswe Habitat Protect/on Process: Small
Parcel Evaluation & Ranking, Volume IlI, Supplement July 15, 1995.

" (b) The Alaska Department of Fish and Game has acquired the 27-acre Grubba Parcel (KEN 1059) with"’ Exxon-
Valdez oil spill state criminal settlement funds dedicated to the protection.of Kenai River habitat. \
. (c) The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has acquired the. 160-acre Christiansen Parcel (KAP 1054) and the 63-acre
‘ Arneson Parcel (KAP 1065) with Exxon Valdez oil spill federal criminal settiement funds.
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. [December 9, 1997 version]

1998 Restoration Workshop
January 29-30, 1998

Theme: Long-term Monitoring and Research
Day 1- Thursday, January 29
8:00 am Registration (30 min)

8:30 Introduction and Annual Report on EVOS Program, Announcements
Molly McCammon, Executive Director (30 min)

9:00 Trustee Perspective
State or Federal Trustee (15 min)

9:15 Injury & Recovery Update
Dr. Robert Spies, Chief Scientist, and Stan Senner, Science Coordinator (15 min)
9:30 Nearshore Vertebrate Predator Project (NVP, 97025)
. Dr. Leslie Holland-Bartels, USGS-Biological Resources Division (30 min)
10:00 Break
10:30 Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA, 97325)
Dr. Ted Cooney, University of Alaska Fairbanks (30 min)
11:00 Alaska Predator Ecosystem Experiment (APEX, 97163)
Dr. David Duffy, University of Alaska Anchorage (30 min)
11:30 Chenega Shoreline Cleanup, 97291, Dianne Munson (?) and Chris Brodersen
(30 min)

12 Noon Buffet Lunch (in hotel) (75 min)

1:15 pm (20 min)
Effects of oil on pink salmon straying and survival, 97076/191B, Alex
Wertheimer and Ron Heintz (30 min)
Coded wire tag recoveries and otolith thermal mass marking, 97186/188,
Tim Joyce (30 min)
Genetic discrimination of PWS herring populations, 97165, Dr. Jim Seeb and

. Dr. Lisa Seeb (20 min)




3:00

3:30

315

5:45-7:30

Break

Harbor seal condition and health status, 97001, Dr. Mike Castellini (20 min)
Community-based harbor seal management and biosampling, 97244,
Monica Riedel and Dr. Vicki Vanek (20 min)

Harlequin duck recovery monitoring, 97427, Dan Rosenberg (20 min)
Common murre population monitoring, 97144, David Roseneau (20 min)
Marine bird boat surveys in PWS, 97159, Dr. David Irons (20 min)

Adjourn Plenary Session

Reception and Poster Session

Day 2 - Friday, January 30

8:15 am

9:00

9:30

10:00

11:00

11:40
12 Noon

1:15 pm

2:30

Anadromous and resident forms of cutthroat trout and Dolly Varden in
PWS, 97145, Dr. Gordon Reeves (20 min)

Traditional ecological knowledge, 97052B, Patty Brown Schwalenberg and
Dr. Henry Huntington (25 min)

The Global Oceans Ecosystem Dynamics Program and the Northeast Pacific
Project, Dr. Tom Powell and Dr. Hal Batchelder, University of California,
Berkeley and U.S. GLOBEC Scientific Steering Committee Coordinating Office
(30 min)

Break

Ecological monitoring - purpose and payoff

Dr. Donald Boesch, University of Maryland Center for Environmental and
Estuarine Studies (60 min)

Conceptual plan for long-term research and monitoring in the northern
Gulf of Alaska, Dr. Robert Spies, Chief Scientist, and Andy Gunther, Asst. Chief
Scientist (40 min)

Pristane monitoring in mussels, 97195, Jeff Short (20 min)

Buffet Lunch (in hotel) (75 min)

Feedback on long-term monitoring and research
Breakout sessions (5-? groups) to discuss conceptual plan (75 min)

Break



3:00

3:30

4:30

5:00

5:15

Reports from Breakout Groups (30 min)
Reactions from Peer Reviewers and Special Guests (60 min)
Open Microphone (30 min)

Closing Remarks
Molly McCammon, Executive Director (15 min)

Adjourn
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Science Coordinator
Subject: Bibliography of Trustee Council-sponsored research publications

Date: December 9, 1997

Attached is the latest version of the bibliography of peer-reviewed technical papers that use data
from projects sponsored by the Trustee Council. There are 218 publications cited here.

By subject, these include:
. Mammal 33%

Fish 25
Birds 15
Invert/intertidal 11
Fate of oil 10
Subs/archaeological 3
Other 2
Oceanography 1

By type of publication, these include:

Symposium proc. 54%
Open journals 40
Graduate theses S
Other 1

Please let me or Carrie Holba know if you have questions.
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encl: (1)
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council fNe:

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451  907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178

MEMORANDUM

, TO: Trustee Council

FROM:  Molly McCamymon
: Executive Director

SUBJECT: Archaeolbgical Iiepositories

DATE: December 11, 1997

On October 3, you introduced a draft resolution pertaining to archaeological repositories
in the Chugach and lower Cook Inlet areas (Attachment A). The resolution is a

- tentative action item on the agenda for your December 18 meeting. The purpose of this

memorandum is to brief you on the results of the review process to date.

On October 20, Community Involvement Facilitators from five of the eight affected
communities discusséd the draft resolution. Participants endorsed the resolution in
concept, but recommended that the funding for local display facilities be increased to
$300,000 for each community with a reduction in funding for a regional repository.

On November 5, the Public Advisory Group discussed the draft Trustee Council
resolution. | have attached pertinent excerpts from the minutes of the meeting
(Attachment B). The Public Advisory Group voted unanimously to support the draft
resolution. However, because of marked differences of opinion regarding the allocation
of funds between aregional repository and local display facilities, the Public Advisory
Group suggested that the total amount of the project be limited to $2.8 million and that
funding limits for each of its components be deleted. | have attached a revised version

~ of the Trustee Council resolution that incorporates the Public Advisory Group’s

suggestion (Attachment C).

On November 17, | sent the chief executives of Chugach Alaska Corporation and
Chugachmiut a letter relaying the concerns and recommendations of the Public
Advisory Group (Attachment D). The letter encouraged these two organizations to
collaborate on a proposal that would combine the strengths and resources of each
group. | understand that the boards of directors of Chugach Alaska Corporation and
Chugachmiut will meet to discuss this issue on Monday, December 15. .

~Aﬁachments 4)

Federal Trustees  State Trustees
U.S. Department of the Interior ~ Alaska Department of Fish and Game
- U.S. Depariment of Agriculture  Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ~ Alaska Department of Law




Attachment A
RESOLUTION OF THE .
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL
REGARDING ADDITIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPOSITORIES
We, the undersigned, duly authorized members of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee

Council (“Council”), after extensive review and after consideration of the views of the public and
in respbnse to strategies identified in the Restoration Plan, resolve to direct the Executive
Director of the Trustee Council (“Executive Director”) to:

1.  Inform the communities in the Chugach and lower Cook Inlet regions (Valdez,

Cordova/Eyak, Chenega Bay, Tatitlek, Seward/Qutekcak Native Tribe, Seldovia, Port Graham

and Nanwalek) that the Council respects their desire to have artifact repositories in their villages,

but cannot justify the use ;)f trust funds to construct eight separate local repositories to provide
long-term curatorial services for the small number of spill-related artifacts that have been .
recovered from the Chugach region.

2. Invité cqmprehensive proposals to be submitted by April 15, 1998 that include all

three of the following types of prOJects to restore injury to a:chaeologlcal resources:
ry«to h

——

(a) - k Establishment of a single regional reposito
related artifacté. This éould ei’;hef be a new or an existing facility. The proposed facility must
meet at least the following conditions:

(.1) | adequaté physical plant and professional staff to provide long-term
curatorial seryices for spill-related artifacts;

(2) a commitment, supported by financial resources other than trust

1 DRAFT (Revised 9/29/97)

se and display’ sp111- St




funds, to brograms in the local communiﬁes as well as the overall region that would restore or
protect archacological sites and. artifacts as replacements .for those :inj ured in the spill;

(3)  the potential to produce adequate revenues to cover future
operating costs or a éommitment (e.g., r’esolutién 1;rom a corporate board of directors ora. . -
dedicated endowmént) t§ assure the long-term operation of the facility;

4 a reasonable degree of support from affected entities in the region;

and

-5 a cost/not toexceed $1,000,000.

(b) The construction of new or renovated community facilities to display

exhibits pegtaining to spill-related archaeological resources. The request may not exceed / é ﬁﬁj

< bindvi éf/ At E—
er commumg “In the futlre these facilities could be converted to repositories using

. 5 " . - . 3 . ,~'
non-Trustee Council funds. , R - Lo

(c) The development of traveling exhibits of spill-related archaeological
materials for display in community facilities in the spill area. The request may not exceed
$200,000.

Approved by the Council at its meeting of , , 1997, held in Anchorage,

Alaska, as affirmed by our signatures affixed below:

2 DRAFT (Revised 9/29/97)



QTTACHHENT B
'Meeting Sunimai*jf
A. GROUP: o Ef\;x‘ont }fala’ez Oil Spill Public A(lx'isc;r)f Group:(PAC'}v)( .'f |
B. DATE/TIME:  Novembet 4-5, 1997 |

C. LOCATION: Anchorage, Alaska

(Excerpt from page 5, pafagraghéiSﬁ?)

McCammon opened the discussion on archaeological restoration projects (distributed to the
PAG). The Trustee Council plans to take action on this subject at their December meeting.
Chugach Alaska withdrew their proposal for a regional repository, pending clarification of
direction from the Trustee Council, although they are still moving forward with a cultural
center in Seward together with Chenega Corporation. A draft resolution (distributed to the
PAG) supports a single regional repository, 8 community displays, and construction of
traveling exhibits. Short discussed his meeting with community representatives, Chugachmuit
and Laura Johnson. Johnson said that communities endorse the local displays concept, but
suggested more funds go there and reduced funding go to the regional repository, which could
be an expansion of one of the local displays. This proposal is to go to the communities for
their concurrence by the December meeting. McCammon noted that a key concern is who will
support operations and how operating costs will be addressed. The PAG discussed this topic at
length, in pamcular the need for all parties to come tegether and use the best each has to offer -
to resolve this issue. :

McBurney moved, second by Méacham, to request that the Trustee Council secure the
services of a professional facilitator to help the profit and non-profit interests involved in
. cultural preservation/repository development to help develop an integrated plan for

- physical facilities and Iong-term operations: Passed with 1 no vote from Schwantes

t

It was moved by Meacham second by Totemoff, that the PAG supports the concept of the
Trustee Council Resolution Regarding Additional Archaeological Repositories (Draft
Revised 9/29/97), with the addition of the following to item #2, the first sentence: total not .
to exceed $2.8 million. Also, the dollar amounts :dentlfied in items #2A, B, and C should
be deleted. Passed unammously




Attachment C

Amended Resolution Récommended by the Public Advisory Group on Noveﬁber 3, 1997
RESOLUTION OF THE
‘ EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL
REGARDING ADDITIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPOSITORIES .

We, the undersigned, duly authorized members of the Exxon Valdez 0Oil .Spill Trustee
Council (“Council”), after extensive review and after consideration of the views of the public and
in response to strategies identified in the Rerstoration Rl_a._p, resolve to direct the Executive
Director of the Trﬁstee Co;mcil. (“Executive Directof”) to:

1. Inform the communities in the Chugach and lower Cook Inlet regions (Valdez,
Cordova/Eyak, Chenega Bay, Tatitlek, Seward/Qutekcak Native Tribe, Seldovia, Port Graham
and Nanwalek) that the Council respects their desire to have artifact repositories in their villages,
bu;[ cannot justify the use of trust funds to construct eight separate local repositories to provide
long-term curatorial services for the sfnall number of spill-related artifacts that have been
recovered from the Chugach region.

2. Invite comprehensive proposals to be submitted by April 15, 1998 that include all

three of the following types of projects.to restore injury. to archaeological resources,. with the -

total cost not to exceed $2.8 million:

(a) Establishment of a single regional repository to house and display spill-

- related artifacts. This could either be a new or-an existing facility. The proposed facility must

meet at least the following conditions:

(D adequate physical plant and professional staff to provide long-term

1 PAG Amendment (11/5/97)




curatorial services for spill-r_elatéd artifacts;

(2) a commitment, supported by financial resources dther than trust
funds, to programs 1n the locél cbmmuﬁities as well as the overall regioﬁ that would restore or
protect archaeological sites and artifacts as replacements for those.injur_ed,in the spill;

3) the potentiai to produce adequate revenues to cover future
operating costs or a commitment (e.g., resolution from a corporate board of directors or a
dedicated endowment) to assure the long-term operation of the facility;

(4)  -areasonable degree of support from affected entities in the region;
and

S)—aeostnettoexeeed-$1;660;000-

(b) 'The construction of new or renovated community facilities to display
exhibits pertaining to spill-rélated archaeologiéal resources.—Therequestmaynotexeeed
$%99;999—perfemmmfy—ln the future these facilities could be converted to repositories using

non-Trustee Council funds.

- (© The develdpment of traveling exhibits of spill-related archaeological

materials for display in community facilities in the spill area. Fherequestmaynetexeeed

$266,600-

Approved by the Council at its meeting of , 1997, held in Anchorage,

Alaska, as affirmed by our signatures affixed below:

2 PAC Amendment (11/5/97)



ATTACHMENT D

Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustee Council |

. 645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 995013451  907/278-8012 fax: 907/276:7178

November 17, A1 997

Michael E. Brown, President
Chugach Alaska Corporation

- 560 East 34th Avenue, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-4196

Derenty Tabios, Executlve Director
Chugachmiut

4201 Tudor Centre Drive, Suite 210
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

. Dear Messrs Brown and Tabios:

As you know, the Trustee Council has been struggling with the issue of funding for
“ archaeological repositories in Prince William Sound and lower Cook Inlet. Until
recently, the villages in these regions have voiced strong support for a local
archaeological repository in each village. Because of the small number of spill-related
archaeological artifacts and the high cost of operating and maintaining an
archaeological repository, the Council has had difficulty justifying use of trust funds to
- construct eight separate local archaeological repos:torles (seven villages i in the
Chugach region-as well as Seldowa) ,

At its meeting on October 3, 1997 the Trustee Council introduced a draft resolution
about funding for archaeological repositories for Prince William Sound and lower Cook
Inlet. The draft resolution states that the Council cannot justify the use of restoration
funds for archaeological reposxtones in each village, but directs the Executive Director
of the Trustee Counc lto,

Invite comprehensive prdpoéals tb be submitted by April 15, 1998 that include all
three of the following types of projects to restore injury to archaeo!oglcal
resources: .

t

Fodoral Trustees  State Trastees ,
U.S. Department of interior  Alaska Department of Fish and Game -

U.S. Department of Agriculture  Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Natinnal Newanie and Atmncnherie Administradion Alacka Denantmaént of | aw



(a) Estabhshment of a srngle reglonal reposrtory (at) a cost not to exceed
$1,000,000-
(b) The construction of new or renovated community facrlltles to display
exhibits pertaining to spill- related archaeological resources...(at a cost not to)
- exceed $200,000 per community. '
. (c) The development of traveling exhibits of spill-related archaeological
materials for d|splay in communlty facilities in the spill area...(at a cost not to)
exceed $200,000.

The T_rustee Council’'s Public Advisory Group met to discuss this issue on November 5,

- 1997. Hugh Short, Community Involvement Coordinator, and Lora Johnson,

Chugachmiut, presented the results of a discussion by Chugachmiut and village councn

~_representatives from five of the eight affected villages. The village council

representatives supported the general approach of the resolution, but W|th funding up

- to $300,000 for local display facilities in each village and a commensurate reduction in

funding for a regional repository. .Chuck Totemoff, President of the Chenega
Corporation and a member of the Public Advisory Group, spoke in favor of a higher
level of funding for a regional repository because it would have a greater potential to
generate revenues to be self—sustalnlng and to support other cultural preservation
programs. :

The Public Advisory Group voted unanimously to support the draft resolution. |
However, because of marked differences of opinion regarding the allocation of funds:
between a regional repository and local display facilities, the Public Advisory Group

suggested that the second paragraph of the.resolution be amended to limit the total

amount of the project to a maximum of $2.8 million and that funding limits for each of its
components be deleted. It is understandable that village council representatives would
express stronger support for local display facilities than for a regional repository.
However, it appears as though a regional repository would be necessary to develop,
coordinate and generate revenues for a reglon-W|de archaeological restoration
program \ :

Because of the potential that Chugachmiut and Chugach Alaska Corporation may
submit competing proposals, the Public Advisory Group suggested that the Trustee
Council offer to arrange for an objective facilitator to help both groups resolve their =
differences on this issue. It would be best for all parties concerned for the Trustee
Council not to have to evaluate competing proposals from the two major Native
organizations in the region. Furthermore, both the Public Advisory Group and the
Trustee Council have indicated that a proposal that combines the resources of both
Chugach Alaska Corporation and Chugachmiut would be stronger than a proposal that
relies on the resources of only one organization. If you believe the Public Advisory
Group's suggestion regarding a facilitator has merit, please contact me and | will do
what | can to arrange it. - ' - :




I expect that the Trustee Council will take actidn on the draft resolution at their meeting
on December 18, 1997. | will keep you informed of developments ori this issue.

Sincerely, -

WW

Molly McCammon
Executive Director

Enclosure: Draft resolution réga_rding additional archaeological ‘r'epositories (9/29/97)

CcC.

mmic/raw

Trustee Council ™

Public Advisory Group S ‘
Chuck Totemoff, President, Chenega Corporatlon
Lora Johnson, Chugachmiut

‘Hugh Short, Chugach Reg|onal Resources Commnssnon '




EXECU&IRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: DEFERRED’ECTS

- Lead = Newor Jgg Revised | Funded Deferred RECOM-  FY 99 Total | Exec. Director's
Proj. No. Project Title - Agency Contd { Request August August MENDATION Estimate  FY98-02 | Recommendation
98064 Harbor Seal Monitoring, Habitat, Trophics ADFG Contd $307.5 $150.0 $1575 $122.5 $265.0 $667.5( Fund
98131 Clam Restoration ADFG Contd $280.0 $82.1 $197.9 $197.9 A $280.0| Fund contingent
-98162 ‘Herring Disease ADFG Contd $517.4 $465.7 $51.7 $52.0 $0.0 - $517.7| Fund
98163 Alaska Predator Ecosystem Experim't(APEX) NOAA  Contd $2,018.0 $1,899.5 $1185 $112.7 $1,880.3 $4,774.6| Fund
98263 - ~ Port Graham Salmon Stream Enhancement ADFG  Contd $135.4 $0.0 .$135.4 $107.0 $23.6  $154.2 Fund‘ contingent
- nengg Elders/Youth Conference DOI Contd $11 1.1 $0.0 $111.1 $90.2 $0.0 $90.2| Fund contingent
---89-BAA Status of Black Oystercatchers NOAA N‘_ew $80.4 $0.0 $804 $80.4 $80.4| Fund
98314 Homer Mariner Park ADNR  New $102.1 $0.0 $102.1 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0| Do not fund
98320 Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA) ADFG Contd $2,383.4| $2,3326  $50.8 $50.8 $755.2 $3,138.6| Fund f:ontingent
98338 Adult Murre/Kittiwake Survival DOI New $76.1 $0.0 $761 $56.2 | $66.0.  $167.2| Fund
98339 Human Use and Wildiife Disturbance Model ~ USFS  New $139.2 $00 $1392  $139.2  $53.1  $192.3| Fund
Total (Deferred Projects Only):' 1 $6,150.6| $4,929.9 $1,220.7 $1,008.9 $3,043.2 $10,062.7
e |
- \:jmmary: -Approved by Trustee Council in August: $13,079.1
e Recommended for Deferred Projects: $1,008.9
TOTAL: $14,088.0
FY 98 Work Plan Target: $14,000.0
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EXEQ&E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: DE‘&ED PROJECTS

Deferred ‘ . Total

Funded
Lead Newor FY98 in in RECOM- FY99 FY00  FY01-02 FY98-02
Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Contd Request  August — August MENDATION Estmate Estimate Estimate Estimate
98064 Monitoring, Habitat Use, and Trophic K. FrostADFG ADFG Contd  $307.5 $150.0 $157.5 $1225 $2650 $130.0 $0.0 $667.5
Interactions of Harbor Seals in Prince . 4th yr.
William Sound . 5 yr. project
Project Abstract Chief Scientist's Recommendation Executive Director's Recommendation

This project will monitor the status of harbor seals in Prince William
Sound and investigate the hypothesis that food limitation to pups
and juveniles is causing the ongoing decline. Aerial surveys will be
conducted during molting to determine whether the population
continues to decline, stabilizes, or increasés. Seal pups will be
satellite-tagged to describe and compare their movements, hauling
out, and diving behavior to older seals and seals in other areas.
Fatty acids analysis will be conducted on recent and archived
blubber samples and mathematical modeis developed to estimate
seal diets and whether they have changed since the 1970s.
Special emphasis will be on pups and juveniles, the age groups
most likely to be affected by food limitation.

The monitoring component of this project was approved
previously, but action was deferred on severat expanded
research objectives. Based on a harbor seal program review
this autumn, | strongly support continued fatty acid analyses,
statistical analyses of population trend data, and population
modeling. Concern about the harbor seal in Prince William
Sound is now being refocused on pups and juveniles, and itis "
important to better understand their movements and survival
rates. Continued use of satellite tags should be informative,
but there are limitations and technological questions about the
smaller transmitters required for use on pups. There also is
need to invest additional time in the analysis of existing
transmitter data. Given this need and in view of the
experimental nature of the pup-sized transmitters, | recommend
providing funds for about half of the ten units proposed for FY
98 (a reduction of $35,000). Otherwise, | recommend full
funding for this important project.

Fund deferred component at a reduced level. This component, which
focuses on pups and juveniles, was deferred pending a review of
EVOS harbor seal studies. The results of this review, held in
November, support an expanded research emphasis on pups.
However, the Chief Scientist has recommended a "go-slow" approach
to funding additional satellite tags for pups due to their experimental '
nature and current limitations, and the budget should be reduced
accordingly. In general;-Project'98064, in collaboration with projects
98001 and 98170, will help explain the long-term decline in harbor
seals in Prince William Sound. The results of the study will enable
resource managers, subsistence users, and others to focus their
efforts and concern on the most probable causes of harbor seal
population decline.
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EXE E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: D‘&@ PROJECTS

Deferred . Total

Funded
Lead Newor FYg8 in _in RECOM- FYSg FYQO FY01-02 FY98-02
Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Contd Request  August  August pMENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate  Estimate
98131 Chugach Native Region Clam P. Brown- Schwalenberg/ CRRC ~ ADFG  Contd  $280.0 $821  $197.9 M) $280.0
Restoration 4th yr. >£ - v
5 yr. project 076/ O
Project Abstract Chief Scientist's Recommendation Executive Director's Recommendation

Cost effective procedures for establishing safe, easily accessible
subsistence clam populations near Native villages in the oil spill
region will be established. The Qutekcak hatchery in Seward will
annually provide about 800,000 juvenile littleneck clams and
cockles. Historical information, local and agency expertise, and

research will be used to identify areas to seed and what method to

use. Total seeded area during the project will not exceed five
hectares. Follow-up research on success of seeding will be
conducted. Development work will be confined to areas near the
Native villages of Eyak, Tatitlek, Nanwalek, and Port Graham.

The revised Detailed Project Description and progress report
indicate improvements in conditioning of brood stock, gamete
quality and larval survival in association with changes in
hatchery protocols for littleneck clams. | encourage further work
of this sort to improve and maintain future hatchery production.
In addition, the nursery operation appears to be improved with
sustained algal blooms and satisfactory growth in the Seward
pond nursery as well as in the tidal FLUPSY in Prince William
Sound. Beach growouts also appear to surpass expectations
with survival of over 85 percent and a doubling of size in a
15-month period. The revised Detailed Project Description is
properly focused on improving the hatchery protocols in order to
define the optimal conditions for spawning and larval rearing, as
well as maintaining production of the later stages in the
FLUPSY and following up on growth of out-planted clams on
beaches in Tatitlek, Eyak, Nanwalek, and Port Graham. |
recommend funding the revised proposal as requested.

Fund deferred component contingent on final award of a contract to
Qutekcak Native Tribe for operation of the new shellfish hatchery.
This component, which is the balance of FY 98 funding (interim
funding was approved in August), was deferred pending a
determination of whether Qutekcak would be awarded the contract for
operation of the shellfish hatchery from the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game. A decision to award the contract to Qutekcak, as a
subcontract through the City of Seward, has now been made. The
contract is expected to be finalized December 30, 1997, once
Qutekcak obtains a $100,000 bond and the necessary insurance.
This project is an effort to establish subsistence clam populations as
replacements for subsistence resources injured by the spill. The
emphasis in FY 98 should be on the development of standard
operating procedures that produce viable littieneck clams. Technical
difficulties have been encountered at the old hatchery; it is hoped

that production will improve and be sustained at the new hatchery. A
decision on whether or not to provide additional funding in FY 99 will
be made following a review of FY 98 progress and results.
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EXE(‘/E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: Q‘?ED PROJECTS

Funded Deferred ‘ ) . Total

Lead Newor FY98 in in RECOM- FY99 FYOO  FY01-02 FY98-02
Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Contd . Request  August August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate
98162 Investigations of Disease Factors G. Marty/UC Davis; R. Kocan ADFG Contd $517.4 $465.7 $51.7 $52.0 $0.0 $0.0' $0.0 ' $517 7
Affecting Declines of Pacific Herring /Univ. Wash., C. Kennedy & A. 4th yr.

Populations in Prince William Sound

Project Abstract
Field and controlled laboratory studies will focus on viral

hemorrhagic septicemia virus (VHS) and Ichthyophonus hoferi, a
pathogenic fungus, to determine their role in the disease(s) and
mortality observed in Prince William Sound herring since 1993.
Herring will be monitored for signs of disease and immune status,
while specific pathogen-free herring will be used to determine the
degree of mortality, blood chemical changes, and pathogenicity
produced by these organisms alone and in combination with
exposure to stressors such as petroleum hydrocarbons,
temperature and crowding. Wild herring will be studied under
laboratory conditions to determine the course of VHS infection
associated with captivity and their i immune status and susceptibility
to reinfection.

Farrell, Simon Fraser Univ.

4 yr. project

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
Funding for most of this project was approved previously, but
action on the herring pound component was deferred pending
review of the 1997 field results. | have now reviewed those

~ results, which indicate that there is potential for spreading virat
hemorrhagic septicemia from fish inside closed pounds to fish

outside of the pounds. The significance of this potential
remains unclear, however, as do the processes responsible for
triggering viral outbreaks in the impounded fish. The principal
investigators in this project are excellent. The possible
management applications of their herring pound work warrant
support for a second and, | hope, final field season in FY 98. |
recommend funding this project.

Executive Director's Recommendation
Fund deferred component. This component, which would continue
herring pound studies begun in FY 97 (Project 87162), was deferred
pending evaluation of the FY 97 work. The FY 97 results’indicate
there is potential for spreading viral hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS)
from impounded fish to fish outside of the pound. Completing this
study (FY 98 would be the final year) may have important implications
for fisheries managers. In general, Project \162 is investigating the
potential link between oil exposure and disease in herring, and
between disease and the herring population decline in Prince William
Sound. Understanding the causes of the decline and the lack of
recovery is important for restoration of the herring population in the
sound.

98163 APEX: Alaska Predator Ecosystem D. Duffy, et al/UAA NOAA Contd $2,0180 $1,899.5
) Experiment in Prince William Sound 4th yr.
and the Gulf of Alaska 6 yr. project
Project Abstract Chief Scientist's Recommendation

This project uses seabirds as probes of the trophic (foraging)
environment of Prince William Sound, comparing their reproductive
and foraging biologies, including diet, with similar measurements
from Cook Inlet, an area with apparently a more suitable food
environment. These measurements are compared with
hydroacoustic and net samples of fish to calibrate seabird
performance with fish distribution and abundance to determine the
extent to which food limits the recovery of seabirds from the spill.
Fish are sampled in order to compare diet, energetics and
reproductive parameters of the different forage-fish species, to
determine whether competitive and predatory interactions or
different responses to the environment may favor the abundance
“of one fish species over another. In FY 98, a new sub-project .
(/163S-BAA) to study jellyfish is included.

Funding for most of this project was approved previously, but
action on the marbled murrelet component was deferred
pending a review of 1997 data relating the productivity index to
forage fish data. Based on my review of a memorandum
provided by the principal investigator and project leaders, a
preliminary analysis of 1997 data indicates a very promising
correspondence between murrelet productivity and the
availability of forage fish in three different areas within Prince
William Sound. Data of this type are fundamental to testing the
APEX hypotheses, and the marbled murrelet continues to be a
species of concern in the spill area. | recommend funding this
project at the requested level.

$118.5 $112.7 $1,880.3  $882.1 $0.0. $4,7746

Executive Director's Recommendation
Fund deferred component with a slight reduction in personnel costs.
This component, which addresses marbled murrelet productivity, was
deferred pending analysis of the FY 97 data (Project 97231) for a
direct link to the APEX hypotheses, namely a relationship between
murrelet productivity and forage fish abundance. Preliminary analysis
of the FY 97 data indicated that such a relationship exists, and the
Chief Scientist has described this project as fundamental to testing
the APEX hypotheses. In general, the APEX project is investigating
the link between forage fish and seabird productivity. It may yield
results that will benefit the marine ecosystem in Prince William Sound
and the northern Gulf of Alaska.
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EXE(&E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: EQ_R_E,D PROJECTS

Deferred . Total

Funded
Lead Newor FY98 in in RECOM- FY99 FYOO  FY01-02 FY98-02
Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Contd Request  August August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate
98263 Assessment, Protection and W. Meganack, Jr./Port Graham ADFG Contd $135.4 $0.0 $135.4 $107.0 $23.6 $23.6 $0.0 $154.2
Enhancement of Salmon Streams in Corporation 2nd yr. ‘

Lower Cook Inlet

Project Abstract
This project will replace lost subsistence services resulting from the

oil spill by constructing enhancement projects on major salmon
streams in the Lower Cook Inlet spill area. Protection and
enhancement will be implemented using instream fisheries habitat
improvement techniques, primarily creation of spawning channels,
removal of natural barriers to spawning, and construction of
wall-based rearing structures. Local subsistence users will be
employed as technical assistants during field surveys and
construction.

4 yr. project

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
A decision on funding this project was deferred pending
evaluation of 1997 field results. Based on my review of an
interim report of the 1997 results, the prospects for significantly
increased production of coho salmon appear to be good for at
least two of the five proposed stream enhancements (Port
Graham River and Windy Creek). The other proposed
enhancements are of more marginal value. In addition, there
remain questions about the source of supplementation stock,
difficulties in maintaining spawning channels, and possible
harvest management issues. | also am concerned about the
ambitious scope and schedule of what the Port Graham
Corporation proposes to undertake in FY 98. | recommend
phased funding for the two most promising enhancements,
provided that technical and management questions can be
resolved.

Executive Director's Recommendation
Fund the Port Graham River ($57,000) and Windy Creek ($50,000)
components only, contingent on (1) resolution of the technical
questions raised by the Chief Scientist and (2) approval of a detailed
budget. This project was deferred pending a review of the stream
inventories conducted in FY 97 (Project 97263). The Chief Scientist's
review found two of the stream projects, those on the Port Graham
River and Windy Creek, to be feasible and worthwhile. However, a
few technical questions need to be answered before these projects
can go forward. Consistent with Trustee Council policy, funds for
Project 98263 will be released in two phases: Phase | will be NEPA,
necessary permits (e.g., approval by the state geneticist,
endorsement by the Cook Inlet Regional Planning Team), and
engineering and design. Phase H, to begin upon completion of
Phase |, will be actual construction of stream improvements. The goal
of this project is to protect and enhance salmon streams |mportant to
the restoration of subsistence in the Port Graham area.
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EXEC‘!E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: D*@D PROJECTS ‘ |
) , Funded Defgrred Total

Lead Newor . FY98 in In RECOM- FY99 FYOO0 FY01-02 FY98-02
" Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Contd Request  August August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate
98286 Elders/Youth Conference on B. Henrichs /Native Village of Eyak DOl Contd ~ $111.1 $0.0 $111.1 $90.2 $0.0 ° $0.0 $0.0 $90.2
Subsistence and the Oil Spill 2nd yr.
: 2 yr. project
Project Abstract _ Chief Scientist's Recommendation Executive Director's Recommendation
This project will bring together, from all of the oil spill-affected Action on this project was deferred, pending receipt and review Fund contingent on (1) response to the issues raised by the Chief
communities, elders and other traditional knowledge bearers and of a full Detailed Project Description. Based on my review of Scientist and (2) approval of a reduced budget. This project was
youth, as well as principal investigators from EVOS-sponsored - the Detailed Project Description, | believe that this is a deferred pending receipt of a Detailed Project Description that
_ research projects to create a forum for the exchange of information worthwhile project that will bring together village subsistence focused the conference on the recovery of injured resources and
.\ between Western scientific ways of knowing and traditional ways of users and EVOS investigators to exchange the latest scientific services and involved EVOS researchers. The Detailed Project

- knowing. The forum will give rise to possible collaborative efforts knowledge and traditional and local knowledge on the status of Description adequately addresses these two issues. However, the
between local community members and research scientists fish and wildlife resources injured by the spill. Although | can fact that the Eyak Tribal Council, and most other village councils in
designing FY 99 restoration projects. In addition, it will facilitate a affirm the value of this concept, | am concerned that most of the spill region, have not adopted the Trustee Council's TEK
reexamination of the positive outcomes from the Community the tribal councils in spill-area communities, including the Eyak protocols is a concern. Itis hoped that preparation for the
Conference on Subsistence and the Qil Spill sponsored by the Tribal Council which proposed this project, have not adopted conference, as well as the conference itself, will lead to active
Trustee Council in October 1995. Funds were provided in FY 97 the traditional knowledge protocols developed under project consideration and adoption of the protocols. The Elders/Youth
for preliminary conference planning. Funds requested in FY 98 will /052B. In addition, | have questions about the timing, length, Conference is intended to create a forum for the exchange of
be for holding the conference itself, which is scheduled to be held and content of the conference, and about the budget. If these information between Western scientific ways of knowing and
in Cordova in April 1998. policy and substantive issues can be addressed satisfactorily, | traditional ways of knowing. Initial planning money for the

recommend funding the project at a reduced level. conference, which is scheduied for March or April 1998 in Cordova,

was provided by the Trustee Council in FY 97 (Project 97286). The
Council sponsored a similar conference in October 1995.
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'EXE(‘E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: DE.RED PROJECTS

Proj.No. ‘ ProjectTitle Proposer

Funded
Lead Newor FYo98 -~ in
Agency Contd Request August

Deferred . » ' Total

in RECOM- . FY99  FYO0  FY01-02 FY98-02
August MENDATION Estimate Estmate Estimate Estimate

98289-BAA  Status of Black Oystercatchers in S. Murphy/ABR, Inc. NOAA New $80.4 $0.0

Prince William Sound

Project Abstract
Black oystercatchers currently are considered to be "injured with
recovery unknown." Because most of the unresolved issues for this
species pertain to impacts to the breeding population in Prince
William Sound, this study is designed to assess aspects of the life
history (e.g., phenology and productivity) of oystercatchers that
potentially are spill-related for th same population of oystercatchers
that was studied during 1989 - 1993. Year 1 will entail an
examination of the life-history parameters that were identified by
previous researchers as having been negatively impacted by the oil
spill and an evaluation of whether these birds have recovered from
' the previously identified impacts. Data analyses will focus on
comparisons of previously oiled sites with unoiled sites and
among-year analyses.

1st yr.

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
| previously had given this project a favorable recommendation,
but a Trustee Council decision was deferred pending availability
of funds. | continue to find that this is a worthwhile project.
Ideally, it should be carried out and reported on in advance of
the 10th Anniversary of the oil spill.

$80.4 $804 $0.0 $00  $80.4

Executive Director's Recommendation
Fund FY 98 only; additional funding in FY 99 will be considered
following a review of FY 98 results. This project was deferred pending
the availability of funds. The upcoming 10th Anniversary compels
reassessment of the recovery status of black oystercatchers at this -
“time. The FY 98 Invitation to Submit Restoration Proposals invited
proposals for this additional monitoring.

- 98314 Homer Mariner Park Habitat E. Bechtol/City of Homer ADNR New $102.1 $0.0

Assessment and Restoration Design
Project

Project Abstract
In its present state, Mariner Park is a highly stressed marine habitat

in decline. The area is experiencing a dramatic reduction in marine
biota and shorebird population while incompatible and
environmentally destructive human uses flourish. From the results.
of a comprehensive feasibility study that includes botanical,
biological, and hydrological field studies coupled to community
information it is possible to develop a comprehensive habitat
restoration and enhancement plan. This plan will establish the
‘optimal hands-on restoration program to increase and diversify the
intertidal fauna, which in turn will benefit migrating shorebirds and
promote recreatlonally compatible use of the area by residents and
tourists.

1styr..
1yr. prOJect

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
| previously had given this project a favorable recommendation,
but a Trustee Council decision was deferred pending availability
of funds. Although | continue to find that this is a worthwhile
project, it is not a high priority to start in FY 98.

$102.1 $0.0 '$00  $0.0 $0.0 $0.0

Executive Director's Recommendatlon
Do not fund at this time. Although the proposed habitat restoratlon is
designed to benefit intertidal resources injured by the oil spill, the
limited funds available for new projects in FY 98 make this project a
lower priority this year. The Trustee Council should reconsider
funding this project in FY 99. The project would produce a-feasibility
study and environmental review for restoration of an intertidal area
damaged as a result of spill response efforts.
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EXE E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: D‘RED PROJECTS

Funded Deferred ‘ Total

Lead Newor FY98 in in RECOM-  FYS9  FY00 FY01-02 FY98-02

Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Contd Request August  August MENDATION Estimate Estimate = Estimate Estimate

98320 Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA) T. Cooney, et al/lUAF ADFG (gt%nt'd $2,3834 $2,3326 $50.8 $60.8  $755.2 $0.0 $0.0 $3,138.6
yr.

Project Abstract
This project is an integrated, multi-component study of processes

influencing the annual survival of juvenile pink salmon and herring

rearing in Prince William Sound. An emerging understanding of

mechanisms of loss at this life stage is being captured by linked

numerical simulations of ocean state, plankton dynamics, fish

‘ energetics, and prey/predator relationships. FY 98 wili be the final
fully-funded year of SEA, a period of reduced field work but
accelerated data analysis and application of results to
management models.

6 yr. project

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
Most of the funding for the SEA project was approved
previously, but action on the component related to traditional
and local knowledge about herring was deferred pending
review of 1997 resuits. | have now reviewed those results as
presented in an interim report. Although | have questions
about the specific applications of these data, this project is
documenting information that may prove valuable for scientists
and managers who are trying to understand changes in forage
fish populations in Prince William Sound. | consider this project
to be a pilot effort in bringing local and traditional knowledge to
bear to help answer scientific questions, and | recommend
funding in FY 98.

Executive Director's Recommendation
Fund deferred component contingent on approval of a revised
budget that reflects work planned for FY 98. This component, which
would continue the collection of traditional and local knowledge on
juvenile herring and other forage fish in Prince William Sound, was
deferred pending review of FY 97 results. The review, which was
favorable, indicated that in FY 98 the emphasis should be on
collecting more data and interacting with scientists and managers who
could benefit from the data collected. The Herring TEK work is a
component of SEA, an interdisciplinary ecosystem project focused on
issues relating to the survival and recruitment of pink salmon and
herring. SEA is entering the final year of a five-year study effort (to
be followed by one year of data analysis/report writing). The project
has been the subject of numerous technical reviews, including recent
review sessions on the SEA modeling efforts (February 1997) and the
SEA herring effort (March 1997). Both reviews indicated strong
progress toward meeting project objectives. The FY 98
recommended funding level includes $429,700 for PWSSC's FY 99
closeout costs. ADFG project management costs ($49,500) have
been deducted from SEA's FY 98 request and added to Project
98250/Project Management. In FY 99, only closeout funds are
expected. Submittal of the draft final report is expected April 15,
1999. _
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EXE‘\_/E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: D‘RED PROJECTS

Deferred .

‘ Funded . Total
Lead Newor FYa8 inv in RECOM- FYS99 FYO00 FY01-02 FYS98-02
Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Contd Request  August  August MENDATION Estmate Estimate Estimate Estimate
98338 Survival of Adult Murres and Kittiwakes  j piatyUSGS DOl New $76.1 $0.0 $76.1 $56.2 $66.0 $45.0 $0.0 $167.2
in Relation to Forage Fish Abundance 1styr.

Project Abstract
Some seabird populations damaged by the spill continue to decline

or are not recovering. In order to understand the ultimate cause of
seabird population fluctuations, productivity, recruitment, and aduit
survival must be measured. Current APEX (Project /163) studies
are focused on measuring productivity only. Recruitment

" measurement demands an unrealistic study duration. This project
will augment current studies in lower Cook Inlet that relate breeding
success and foraging effort to fluctuations in forage fish density by
using banding and resighting to quantify the survival of adult
common murres and black-legged kittiwakes.

3 yr. project

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
A decision on funding for this project had been deferred
pending the results of a pilot effort (conducted with non-EVOS
funds) to use subcutaneous radio tags on murres. | have
reviewed an interim report on the 1997 pilot study and a revised
Detailed Project Description for the FY 98 work. Although the
subcutaneous radio tags were successfully used on murres this
past summer, the principal investigators concluded that the cost
and effort involved did not warrant pursuing this approach. The
investigators have reformulated the proposal to emphasize use
of conventional leg bands, which | think provide a feasible,
cost-effective way to obtain important data on adult survival as
a means of gaining insights into the population-level effects of

~ food availability. This is a dimension that is missing from the

current APEX program, which emphasizes the effects of food
on annual productivity, and the APEX project will benefit from
the work proposed here. | do not think it is essential to fund
the proposed use of conventional, external radio transmitters to
supplement the banding data. Otherwise, | recommend
funding this project as requested.

Executive Director's Recommendation
Fund all but purchase of radio transmitters and related laptop
computers, which the Chief Scientist has indicated are not essential
for meeting core project objectives. This project was deferred ,
pending completion of an FY 97 pilot study using subcutaneous radio
tags as a means of obtaining data on adult survival of murres and
kittiwakes. Although the subcutaneous tags were successfully used,
the researchers concluded that the cost and effort did not warrant
using this approach, and the Detailed Project Description has been
revised to. emphasize use of conventional leg bands. The project will.
explore adult overwinter survival as one mechanism by which forage
fish availability may be affecting the recovery of seabirds, and will
complement the work on chick production and forage fish being
performed under APEX (Project /163).
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E DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION: D‘RED PROJECTS

EXE @ |
Funded Deferred _ Total
Lead Newor  Fyg8 in - in RECOM- FY99  FY00  FY01-02 . FY98-02
Proj.No. ProjectTitle Proposer Agency Contd Request ~ August — August MENDATION Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate
98339 Prince William Sound Human Use and K Murphy, L. Suring/USFS USFS New $139.2 $0.0 $139.2 $139.2  $53.1 $0.0 $0.0 $192.3
Wildlife Disturbance Model 1styr.

, Project Abstract
This project will use geographic information system (GIS)
techniques to describe current human-use patterns in western
Prince. William Sound and to model potential changes in those use
patterns as a result of additional development (e.g., increased
access). GlIS-generated maps of present and projected
human-use patterns will be incorporated with GIS maps of the
distribution of resources injured as a result of the oil spill. This will
provide a basis to identify areas where there may be existing and
potential conflicts between human use and wildlife concentrations

resulting in disturbance. Disturbance of injured wildlife may resultin -

decreased productivity exacerbating the effects of the oil spill and
prolonging the time to recover.

2 yr. project

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
This project would assess and model impacts on injured
resources and services associated with increased human uses
in western Prince William Sound. The model would allow
projections of future impacts from increased human access and
provide a basis for evaluating and possibly changing agency
management practices with respect to species injured by the oil
spill. This work could be very valuable, and | recommend
funding it.

Executive Director's Recommendation
Fund. This project was deferred pending the availability of funds.
Funding this year will allow the work to be coordinated with other
ongoing planning efforts in Prince William Sound, such as the update
of the Chugach National Forest Pian and the work being undertaken
by the Alaska Department of Transportation. The project will develop
and test in western Prince William Sound a model for projecting future
impacts of human use on resources injured by the oil spill. The
model, which will be designed to be adaptable to other locations, will
provide information useful for evaluating and possibly changing
agency management practices with respect to injured species. ‘This
management tool could help protect injured resources and services
for many years into the future.-
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
TRUSTEE COUNCIL November ISt

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

c¢/o Molly McCammon, Executive Director

645 G Street, Suite 401
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Ms. McCammon and Trustee Council:

The Govemor’s Trails and Recreational Access for Alaska (TRAAK)
Citizens’ Advisory Board wishes to restate its support for the EVOS Trustee
Council to fund the US Forest Service proposed GIS model for human use
and endangered species for western Prince William Sound.

Developing this model is a time and cost efficient step toward gathering data
that will be very helpful for planning efforts. The model will be applicable all
over Prince William Sound. It is an opportunity to start looking at managing
natural resources in conjunction with human use.

We apologize for any confusion in our previous communication. We see
value in starting this model project as soon as feasible.

Thank you for your consideration of the proposed project.
- Singerely,
Helen Nienhueser
Chair




' MEMORANDUM

TO: ' Trustee Council

The most recent Quarterly Project Status Report, for the quarter ending September 30,
1997, was mailed to you October 31. This memo is to update you on the status of the

11 reports for which you and your liaisons, back in August, worked to develop plans for
timely completion.

Of the 11 reports:

FROM: Moily
Executjve Djréctor
RE: Project Reports
 DATE: December 11, 1997

. 3 have been submitted to the Chief Scientist for peer review
- 93038 Gibeaut/ADEC ‘
- 95031 Kuletz/DOI
- 95090 'Rice/NOAA

. 6 are not yet due for submittal
- B11 Rothe/ADFG Due 12/31/97

- FS13 Baker/ADFG Due 12/31/97

- 93006 -  Birkedahi/DOI Due 2/23/98
- 93033-1 Rothe/ADFG Due 12/31/97
- 93033-2 Rothe/ADFG Due 12/31/97
- 95086C Highsmith/ADFG  Due 12/15/97

« 2 have not been submitted as scheduled
- FSO01 Bue/ADFG Due 10/31/97
- 96258A2

Swanton/ADFG Due 10/31/97

Federal Trustees State Trustees
U.S. Department of the Interior ~ Alaska Department of Fish and Game .
U.S. Department of Agriculture  Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ~ Alaska Department of Law




1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS,OUNCIL PROJECT BUDGET
October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1998

Authorized | Proposed PROPOSED FFY 1998 TRUSTEE AGENCIES TOTALS
Budget Category: FFY 1997 FFY 1998 ADEC ADF&G ADNR USFS NPS FWS
Amendment $19.0 $51.9 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0

Personnel $15.2
Travel $1.5
Contractual $48.5
Commodities $0.0
Equipment $0.0 LONG RANGE FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

Subtotal $65.2 | Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated
General Administration $5.72/? FY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001 FFY 2002

Project Total $70(9 $42.8

7

Full-time Equivalents (FTE) /0.3
Other Resources ] $0.0 | $0.0 | $0.0 | $0.0 | $0.0 | $0.0 | $0.0

Contractual $40.0
Survey & Hazmat $5.0
Planning, public process,

Best Interest finding $25.7
Aircharters $1.3
Title & appraisal review $8.0
DNR General Administration

TOTAL

$28
$42.8

NOTE: This budget request is an amendment to Project 98126, requesting funding for Sitkalidik Island exchange between Old Harbor and the
State of Alaska and for additional ADF&G involvement in the Afognak Joint Venture negotiations. The Sitkalidik Island exchange process is
expected to take two years. Trustee Council support is also being requested for FY99 as follows:

1998

Prepared:

10f9

Project Number: 98126
Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support
Lead Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources

FORM 2A
PROJECT
DETAIL

12/11/97



1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS

,OUNCIL PROJECT BUDGET
October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1998

Other Resources

X

Dollar amounts are shown in thousands of dollars.

Authorized Proposed
Budget Category: FFY 1997 FFY 1998
Personnel $0.0 | &
Travel $0.0
Contractual $48.5
Commaodities $0.0 B T
Equipment $0.0 LONG RANGE FUNDING REQUIREMENTS
Subtotal $48.5 | Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated
lIGeneral Administration $34 ] FFY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001
Project Total '$51.9 $42.8
Full-time Equivalents (FTE) 0.012;

I l

l I

l

This budget reqpest is based upon unanticipated costs associated with a renewed interest in pursuing the proposed Sitkalidik Island exchange
referenced in the Old Harbor purchase agreement. Old Harbor is anxious to pursue this effort. The State will need additional resources to
pursue this effort as exchanges, by state statute require that specific actions be taken. *

Additional travel funds are 'being requested for Department of Law negotiators. Previously these expenses have been absorbed by the
administrative budget. This request reflects a more accurate allocation of funds and expenditures to appropriate projects.

1998

Prepared:

20f9

Project Number: 98126

Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support
Agency:. AK Dept. of Natural Resources

- AGENCY

FORM 3A

PROJECT
DETAIL

12/11/97



‘ 1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS’OUNCIL PROJECT BUDGET .

October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1998

[Personnel Costs: _ GS/Range/ Months Monthly Proposed
PM |Name Position Description Step Budgeted Costs Overtime FFY 1998
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

Subtotal : 0.0 . 0

Those costs associated with program management should be indicated by placement bf an®, Personnel Total ) $0.0
Travel Costs: , : - Ticket Round Total Daily Proposed

PM |Description Price Trips Days|  .PerDiem FFY 1998

‘ - 0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

Those costs associated with program management should be indicated by placement of an *.- ' Travel Total $0.0

FORM 3B |-
Personnel
& Travel
DETAIL

Project Number: 98126
1998 , Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support
Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources

3of9 ‘ 12/11/97




‘ . 1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS’OUNCIL PROJECT BUDGET ' ‘

October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1998

Contractual Costs: 7 . Authorized Proposed
Description : , , ‘ o FFY 1997 FFY 1998
Title Research - ‘ : | 10.0
Survey and Hazmat review
Planning, implementation of publlc process, public notice, creation of review documents, Best Interest F|nd|ng 5.0
Aircharters _ : _ . |
Appraisal : ‘ , : 20.0
Title and Appraisal review ‘ ’ 35
RSA with Department of Law to provide for travel, per diem and other associated expenses for negotiators. 10.0
When a non-trustee organization is used the form 4A is required. ' ' Contractual Total $48.5
||Commodities Costs ' : ‘ S , Proposed
Description - ‘ : ' FFY 1998
Commodities Total " $0.0.
FORM 3B
1998 _ Project Number: 98126 . Contractual &
: Project Title: Habitat Protection & AchIsmon Support Commodities
Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources DETAIL

4 0of9 , ' | 12/11/97




. ' ' : 1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUSQOUNCIL PROJECT BUDGET ‘ ‘ - ] .

October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1998

{[New Equipment Purchases: . - Number| Unit Proposed’
Description ‘ ' . ‘ of Units _Price FFY 1998
‘ ‘ ) , ¢ : 0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
00|
0.0
.00
0.0
. 0.0

Those purchases assomated with replacement equlpment should be indicated by placement ofan R. New Eqmpment Total 3004
Existing Equipment Usage o , ~ B , ~ Number| Inventory
Description ‘ , S ‘ ‘ ) = . “ofUnits|] - Agency '

' . ~  |Project Number: 98126 - 1 ] ’gosm 3Bti
1998 ’ Project Title: Habitat Protechon&Acquusrtlon Support o _ . g‘é?zﬁn v
' ‘ Agency: AK Dept. of Natural Resources -

"50f9 , ' : - ‘ A 12111197



e

1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS UNCIL PROJECT BUDGET

October 1, 1997 - !eptember 30, 1998

Authorized Proposed
Budget Category: . FFY 1997 FFY 1998
Personnel $15.2
Travel $1.5
-l|Contractual $0.0
Commodities $0.0 »
Equipment $0.0 LONG RANGE FUNDING REQUIREMENTS
"Subtotal $16.7 | Estimated | Estimated | Estimated | Estimated | Estimated
General Administration $2.3| FFY 1999 | FFY 2000 | FFY 2001 | C
Project Total $19.0. ' ,
-[Full-time Equivalents (FTE) 03 iRl # | £
: ' ‘ Dollar amounts are shown in thousands of dollars. .
Other Resources _ | | [ - 1 [ |
Comments: : ' ‘ :
Th|s amendment reflects addltlonal blolog|ca| |nput and travel assomated w1th the Afognak acquisition.
| Project Number: 97126 FORM 3A
1998 Project Title: Habltat Protection & Acquisition Support PROJECT -
| _ Agency AK Dept of-Fish & Game DETAIL
Prepared:
60f 9 12/11/97 -



October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1998

‘ ) | 1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS,OUNCIL PROJECT BUDGET . = - ‘

Personnel Costs: o GS/Range/ Months "Monthly - Proposed
PM|Name Position Description Step| Budgeted * Costs| Overtime| " FFY 1998
.. |TBD Habitat Biologist Ill 16| 20 5,100 b 10.2
: ‘ -+ 00

TBD : Cartographer ' ‘ " 15 - 1.0 - 5,000 5.0
. - : - : ‘ : . 00

. 0.0
00
~ 0.0
0.0

- 0.0
- 00
0.0

0.0

Subtota P 30 10,100 OB 2
Those costs assomated with program management ‘should be indicated by placement of an *. ‘ : Personnel Total $15.2
Travel Costs: . Ticket Round Total| - Daily| . Proposed

PM |Déscription ‘ T ‘ ] Price| Trips Days|. Per Diem FFY 1998
o ‘ . , "~ 0.0
Travel to Kodiak/Afognak ) S 240 3 4 200 - 15
: E ~ - 0.0

0.0
0.0

£ 00
.0.0
© 0.0
0.0

Those costs associated with program manage_mént should be indicated by placementof an *. . ' Travel Total| - $1.5

FORM 3B

" Personnel
- & Travel
DETAIL

* PrOJect Number: 98126
1998 , Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support
. Agency AK Dept. of Fish & Game

7of9 - SO | - T 2




. 1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS,OUNC!L PROJECT BUDGET .

October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1898

{[Contractual Costs: A » ' 3} , ' " Proposed
Description B , ‘ FFY 1998
When a non-trustee organization is used, the form 4A is required. ' Contractual Total $0.0
Commodities Costs: B ' ) . V Proposed
Description FFY 1998

Commodities Total $0.0
Project Numb -‘98 26 FORM 3B
1998 Pr‘o!ect T’Lt‘lm' : r-b' t1P tion & Acquisition Support | Gontractual &
: roject Title: Habita r'otec ion cquisition Suppo Commodities
Agency: AK Dept. of Fish & Game DETAIL

8of9 : 12111497




‘ 1998 EXXON VALDEZ TRUS,OUNCIL PROJECT BUDGET . ‘

October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1998

New Equipment Purchases: : Number Unit Proposed
Description ] of Units Price] FFY 1998

' ‘ 0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
‘ ) 0.0
Those purchases associated with replacement equipment should be indicated by placement of an R. New Equipment Total $0.0

Existing Equipment Usage: Number Inventory

Description of Units Agency

Project Number: 98126 FORM 3B
1998 . |Project Title: Habitat Protection & Acquisition Support Equipment
Agency: AK Dept. of Fish & Game | DETAIL

90f9 ‘ . - _ 12/11/97




Janik

climbs
rungs

Forester named -

deputy chief -

By DAVID WHITNEY

- Daily News Washington Bureau

"WASHINGTON — Alaska

Regional Forester Phil Janik -

is being promoted to deputy

_ chief in Washington, D.C.

The promotion was an-
nounced Wednesday by For-

est Service Chief Mike

Dombeck, under whom Jahik
will head up the federal
agency's state and, private
forests division. ,
*Phil brings a full career

: of field, regional and national

experience to the deputy’s
position,” Dombeck said in a
prepared statement. “Phil's
skill in building and maintain-

‘ing partnerships and inte-

grating science with manage-

- ment will be of particular val-

ue.”- . ; :
Under Janik's watch, log-
ging in the Tongass National
Forest was reduced in favor
of more wildlife protections,
which earned him criticism

-from environmentalists and

the timber industry alike.
Janik's administration also
oversees the Chugach Na-

. tional Forest, where there is

little commercial logging. He

was in Washington this week

but was tied up in meetings
Wednesday and could not be
reached for comment. ..

In a prepared statement,
Janik said his four-year tour
in Alaska helped equip him to

“lead a national program that

has tremendous potential to
help- define and influence
sustainability on all of our na-

- tion’s forests.”

Steven Ambrose, who han-
dles congressional operations

for the Alaska office in Wash- -

ington, D.C,, said it's not clear
when Janik's replacement’

ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS
DECEMBER 11, 1997

‘might be picked. - - -
* Janik will remain in

- Juneau through the spring to
preside over the implementa-

tion of a new 10-year logging

. plan released this spring.
. Logging interests con-

.demned the plan because it

halves the volume of land..

available for logging while

setting the annual cut below
" what they think is needed to *

meet timber demand.

Environmentalists are .

fighting it because they be-
lieve the allowable cut is still
too high to protect fish and

wildlife and will provide
more timber than the exist-

-ing mills can use. |
The forest plan’s prepara- -

tion was a frequent subject of
congressional hearings, and

Janik often was called to tes-

tify about the plan. -

Sen. Frank Murkowski,
chairman of the Senate Ener-
gy and Natural Resources
Committee that conducted
many of those hearings, said
Wednesday that Janik's pro-
motion came as no surprise.

“He certainly toed the ad-

ministration line,” Murkows-
ki said of Janik. “If he has a

legacy, it certainly won't be

in timber sales.” :

Murkowski said with a
new regional forester, Alaska
“can pretty much expect
what we've had in the past —
which isn't much.”

Jack 'Phelps, director of
the Alaska Forest Associa-

_tion, said Janik's departure

will have little impact.

*I don't see this as particu-
larly significant for us,”
Phelps said. “We've got a guy
who "was made regional
forester at a time when the
White House was making all
the calls. Janik’s not the prob-
lem. It’s the administration.”

But Bart Koehler, director

of the Southeast Alaska Con-
servation Council, said Janik -
was a steady force.

“He was under incredible
pressure and constant bom-
bardment by the congres-
sional delegation,” Koehler
said.

“We didn't agree with
every decision he made, but
he showed a lot of courage
under fire."”

The Alaska regional
forester — one of nine re-
gional foresters nationwide
— oversees more than 1,000
employees and 22 million .
acres of national forest land
in Alaska.
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Trustees take the ‘carrot’

B $10 wetlands sale .

“entices EVOS council

to support Mineral .
Creek marine park

. By Tony Bickert

Valdez Vanguard

The Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustees
Council, which had previously showed lit-

- tle interest in buying the 100 acres of ocean

shoreline at the mouth of Mineral Creek —

. the site for a proposed marine park — has

changed its mind, now that the City of Valdez
has offered to throw in another 50 acres for

) SlO .

. Molly McCammon, executive director of

: thc Trustees Council, said Monday that the

state portion of council, which holds three
of the six seats, will vote on Déc. 18 to have
the land appraised, and will encourage

_remaining council members to do the same. -
Land appraisal is a key step in the Trustees’ .

small parcels purchasé process.
In J une, when local mémbers of the State

Parks Citizens Advisory Board began lob-
bying the Trustees to buy the land — for sale

by owner Wayne Blondeau —— Trustees .
director of operations Eric Myers said there

was little chance of appraisal, let alone a sale,

because the land was not considered high-. - -

priority in terms of habitat restoration. Plus,

he said the Trustees are backlogged with

more than 100 other parcels under consider-

ation and had issued a moratorium on new

purchases.

~ But McCammon said the Valdez City.
Council's Nov. 3 resolution to sell the .

Trustees 50 acres of adjacent wetlands for

$10 on the condition that the Trustees buy

the Blondeau parcel, got her attention and
moved the issue (0 the front burner.

“Certainly what the city has done makes ‘

it a much more enticing parcel,” she said.

“What we're interested in doing is maximiz- -

ing the bang for the buck. And when you get
asituation like this where the city steps up to
the plate and shows its commitment to-a par-

“cel, I think the council listens to lhat and -

responds.
The Blondeau properly. the only beach-

front land in Valdez other than Dock
Point, is an ideal site for a state-run
picnic area, with pink and silver
salmon fishing available from th~

- shore, said Valdez Mayor D:

Cobb, a strong supporter of the p..

- ject!

Bill Bixby, chairman of the state
advisory .board, said it's also a .

-~ Fstrategic trail head location; the
+ . Shoup Glacier-to-Valdez Trail, to be

completed next year, runs through
the area. Bixby also wants to estab-

: lish the spot as a marine trail launch

area for kayaks.

.~ If the council does purchase the
property, the -

State  Parks

.. Department would develop and

"manage the area, Bixby said. The
. Department of Natural Resources

has also shown an interest.
- “I don’t see the city putting any

- .. money into it," Cobb said in June.

“It will all be done by the Trustee

- funds and maintained by State

Parks. So, we want to uy to get it

" moved ahead in the process.”

The council had voted to sell the
$10 parcel because the wetlands,
protected under state and federal
preservation laws, are of no devel-
opmental use to the city.

" *“Iguessit’skind of acarrot,"s

" Valdez Community Development

Director Dave Dengel. “But we're
not just going to give it to them.
They have to buy Blondeau’s prop-

" erty. And that would mean some of

.that Trustee money is spent in

Valdez and we get a state park pres-

‘ence down here as well.”




By Nicole A. Bonham
For the Journal of Commerce

“etchikan — Plans are moving ahead for a regional aquarium
outside Ketchikan — and with them are aspirations of more
federal fisheries research in southern Southeast.

Although still on paper, the proposed 21,000-square- -foot
Tongass. Coast Aquarium is backed by a nonprofit group that
expects to see the facility on line within five years, with
Ketchikan's burgeoning flock of annual tourists picking up -

-much of the tab for operating costs. More than a half-million
visitors. passed thmugh southeast Alaska this summer.
 Considering the high- -profile Alaska Sealife Center in Seward cap»

tured headlines this vear, and an existing,
smadler aquaritan is already operating in Ju-
nean, Gk about Ketchikan's latest marine
project has heen relatively low key. Yet, sup-

porters like fisheries expert Gary Freitag say -

therersadefinite niche fora regiomad aquitrium
in southern Southeast, especially in terms of
the research potential.

“We're rightin an area which is s hotbed of

new dive-fisheries development and 118/
Canada treaty implications — all kinds of rea-
sons why research should be done here,” siid
Freitag, resctrchand evduaton nunager forSouth-
em Southeast Regjonal Aquaculwre.

~ Already, the University of Texas commis-
sioned the Aquarium Association to collect
mussel data. And there's been some interest
from the Denver-based Colorado Ocean Jour-
ney marine project to somehow join forces
with the Ketchikan group, perhaps also to
link the site with other Pacific Coast aquari-
ums. Freitag said down the road he'd also
like 10 see southern Southeast participate
more in future National Marine Fisheries

- of the aquarium. -

Service research:

“NMFS is specalating that they're going to
increase some of their research in Alaska,” he
said. “There's no reason why some of ... the
new programs might make more sense 1o
oceur at a facility that was located on thessite

direct construction; $1.8 million for engi-
neering, administration and fees; and the re-
mainder carmarked for start-up operating
costs. Organizers say the facility would
employ 12 to 25 people upfront, many of

“them new hires and intraining positions.

“You can com-

“It's always better
to do research from
a facility that’s close
to the site of what
vou're studying,” he
suid.

The project’s

“The biggest difference with this
oneis...itwillbesetina
pristine, natural environment,
- looking at real oceanography,”
' " Freitag said.

bine educationad op-
portunities with eco-
fomic
“ment,” said Paul
Mclntosh, 4n
~ Aquarium Associa-
tion board member

progressis not with-
out sethacks. A lentative constraction (l.llc for
1996 is long past, with no ground disturbed.
But the enthusiastic group of project volun-
teersremains opimistic. Pledging to relysolely
on private funding, donations and grants,
rather than government loans, they say
progress is slow, but steady.

Three years ago, a feasibility study commis-
sioned by the Aquarium Association und the
City of Ketchikan estimated the totl project
cost at $ 10.8 million — with $8.1 miltion for

- and local US. Forest
Service cmploycc
people year-round to come up here to do
research, take short courses, do field camps,
it takes staff ... you're creating jobs.”

Plus, aquarium developers are hoping their
remote site could help alleviate sunmimer conges-
tion of tourists downtown and offer another stop
on the itinerary of bus tours, whose options are
limited by the island’s few miles of highway.

“There’s potential to package travel 1o
Saxman (Village), the aquarium and the

develop- -

lf you're programming

ALASKA JOURNAL
OF COMMERCE
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George Inlet Cannery, and tic alotof the'things

that are unique to Southeast Alaskiinto 2
package deal,” McIntosh said. = We think that
would be attractive to the travel industry.”

The anticipated site for the complex —
including a marine aquarium and interpretive
centers — is an estimated 80-acre parcel 10
miles south of the Panhandle city along pris-
tine George Inlet, a spectacular juxtaposition
of Tongass rain forestand deep- water marine
¢cosysten. :

s that combination that wnuld distinguish
Ketchikan's marine complex from its more
citified cousins, proponents say.

“The biggest difference with this one is ... it

will be setin a pristine, satural environment,

looking at real oceanography,” Freitag said.
It's 4 sentiment echoed by the authors of the

project’s feasibility study. “They told us that

we have an opportunity to do something that
no other facility in the country — and poten-
tiadly in the world — has. And that's to do an
aquarium in 4 wild site, a nonutban site,”
Mcintosh said. “The program will extend be-
vond the walls of the tanks and out into the
environment.”
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lion of this amount, in what DOT calls the

“lion's share” of Alaska’s subsidy.
Competition for the government money has

been like a poker game, according to FS Air

officials. “When Era applied for the subsidy-

amount of $76,894, we were given an oppor-
tunity 1o counter, as the incumbent. We ad-

justed our bid 1o $73,499, said John beman

accountant for FS Air.

Joe Sprague of Era Aviation said Era will not
lower its estimated bid to match FS Air. Era
forecasts that it will carry 2,400 passengers, a
claim that FS Air officials say they can't under-
stand. FS Air carried 1,600 passengers in

1996 and estimates passenger traffic totaling -

1,700 this year. Era estimates it has carried
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" 1,600 passengers to date.

“Questions about the subsidy, asked by
other Southcentral Alaska carriers, and
about the qualifications of I'S Air, 1 part

135 certificated carrier, to operate a sub-

sidy normally serviced by a Part 121 cer-
tificated carrier (operating aircraft with
10 or more passengers, requiring a dis-
patch department and ground-to-air radio

‘contact) have been squelched by the DOT.

DOT waives the 121 certificate require-
ment for Alaska carriers due to the amount,
frequency and remote locations of EAS
communities in Alaska.

Although FS Air normally operates a
Piper Navajo, a twin-engine with less than
10 seats, FS Air acknowledges that it has
flowna 19-passenger Fairchild Metroliner

B

"UAY IAIAS 01 UM A3 JILLIED A1 3 3500YD
dpy o1 Arunuoddo a 198 i Aununod Aeg
824au110) JO jpranof ags 404
uojajderg qoy Ag
Jemag ut
afipatojain

-wod Apamb are uomewy v pUE IV §

© uondauinsay Sumors-isey s Jo Swapisal
pUE ‘DIEM3G 0] DWIAS JIE [CHUISSY g
apuoad 01 Apisqns [e13paj & Joj Sunad

to Seward's 4,420-foot runway.

- *This is a fairly straightforward case,” said -

Bernard Calure, an aviation specialist han-
dling the case for DOT. * The original 1978
law, an act of Congress, gives certain criteria
for smaller communities with one or no air
service, In Alaska, we rely on smaller carriers
who {ly into airports with few navigation aids,
if any, and that are very remote.”

Seward is a visual flight rule (VFR) airport
with no navigational aids.

F$ Air officials say they are committed to
serving Seward. “We have a fuel sale opera-
tion on land we purchased from Harbor Air,

and we have 2 hangar that we let the Civil Air -
Patrol and the state Troopers use for free,”

said FS Air’s John Semans. “In addition to this,
we have several full-time employees in Seward.
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When the weather is down, we dispaléh vans
from Seward to Anchorage and at the same
time, dispatch a van from Anchorage, which
meets at the halfway point and transfers pas-

- sengers. We guarantee delivery.”

Sprague, who directs marketing for Era
Aviation, said'the airline wants to fly into
Seward because of its visitor destination
opportunities, such as the new Sealife
Center, and tour boat operations. “Era is
not a seasonal operator. Every commu-
nity we serve, we do on a year-round
basis,” he said. “This subsidy will guar-
antee and he!p us justify ﬂymg to Seward
in the winter.”

Sprague also said the Seward Chamber of
Commerce has endorsed Era's bid to pro-
vide Anchorage-Seward air service.
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Murkowski
challenges

land buys

Interior Department's plan
for Exxon fund raises‘ire

The Associated Press

FAIRBANKS — U.S. Sen. Frank Murkows-
ki said Saturday he plans to look into the U.S.
Interior Department’'s support for the pur-
chase of Native lands with Exxon Valdez oil
spill settlement money.

The Interior Department has an oblxgatlon
to protect the heritage of Native Americans
and their land is crucial to that heritage;
Murkowski said. The department should not

be involved in buying up Native land, he said. -

“Once it's gone, they've lost their heritage.
They may have the money, but how long is the
money gonna last?” Murkowski said. “It's
very similar to what happened in Madnhattan
where (Indians) traded Manhattan Island for
beads.”

The Interior Department is represented-on
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council,
which determines how the $300 million Exxon
Valdez settlement is spent.

“Virtually none of the funding is dxrected
toward trying to find economic development
for the people of the region,” Murkowski said.

Murkowski, chairman of the Senate Ener- .

gy and Natural Resources Committee, said
hlS committee is planning an oversight hear-
ing into actions of the department under Inte-
rior Secretary Bruce Babbitt.

Molly McCammon, execu-
tive director of the oil spill
‘fund trustee council, took ex-
ception to Murkowski’s re-
marks. :

“The purpose of the money
ris for restoration ... not eco-
nomic development " she
said. “The No. 1 restoration
tool the public wanted was
habitat protection.”
~Public hearings are sched-
uled to begin next spring to
“determine how the remain-
ing spill settlement funds
will be spent, McCammon

© said.

Murkowski said he's also

- concerned that $31 million of

" the fund has been spent on

-administration and public re-

lations. He called for a Gen-
eral Accounting Office audit

- of the oil spill money.

McCammon said $31 mil-
lion has been spent over the
course of 10 years and has in-

‘volved extensxve scientific

peer review and a public out-

~reach program that helps

people in the villages under-
stand the technical research
concerning the spill. °*
Murkowski said the hear-
ing also will look into allega-
tions that Babbitt rejected a .

. tribe's application for a casi-

no license because rival
tribes, interested in limiting

" gambling competition, made

campaign contributions to

-the Democratic Party.
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’Senator wants Iook at splll trustees land purchases

FAIRBANKS (AP) — U.S.

-Sen. Frank Murkowski said Sat-.-

‘urday he plans to look into the
U.S. Interior Department’s sup-
port for the purchase of Native
lands with Exxon Valdez oil spill
settlement money.

The Interior Department has an
- obligation to protect the heritage
of Native Americans and their
land is crucial to that heritage,
Murkowski said. The department

should not be involved in buymg
up Native land, he said.
“‘Once it's gone they've lost
their heritage. They may have the
money, but how long is the
money gonna last?"’ Murkowski
said. “‘It’s very similar to what
happened in’ Manhattan where

(Indians) traded Manhattan lsland,‘

for beads."’
The Interior Department is rep-
resented on the Exxon Valdez Oil

Spill Trustee Council, which de-

- termines how the $900 million

Exxon Valdez settlement is spent.

“*Virtually none of the fund-

ing is directed toward trying to
find economic development for

the people of the rcglon,

Murkowski said.
Murkowski, chairman of the

Senate Energy and Natural Re- -

sources Commiltee, said his com-
mittee is planning an oversight

_ hearing into actions of the de-

partment under Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt.

Molly McCammon, executive
director of the oil spill fund
trustee council, took exception to
Murkowski’s remarks.

*“The purpose of the moncy is
for restoration ... not cconomic
development,”’ she said. “*The
number one restoration tool the
public wanted was habitat pro-

tection.” )

Public hearings are scheduled
to begin next spring to determine
how the remaining spill settle-
ment funds will be spent,
McCammon said.

Murkowski said he's also con-
cemed that 331 million of the fund

" has been spent on administration

and public relations. He called for
a General Accounting Office au-
dit of the oil spill money.
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“he Exxon Val

By SEN. FRANK MURKOWSKI

The federal government already
owns 248 million acres of Alaska —

more than the entire eastern seaboard.

from Maine to Florida, home to one-
third of the entire population of the
United States.

Through the use of the $900 mllhon‘

Exxon Valdez civil settlement, the fed.

eral government is acquiring even more .

of Alaska — possibly as much as
750,000 acres more, according to the
Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustee Council.
This land in many cases may end up
under the control of federal agencies.
The additional land is equal to three-
fourths of the size of the state of Rhode
Island. Here's why this is reason for
concern:

The Trustee Council — made up of
three federal and three state agency

representatives — already has spent a .

large part of the money received from
Exxon on land acqui-
sitions and on ease-
ents that limit the
se of land which it
nas not purchased
outright. To date, the
council has completed
the acquisition of
some 424,000 acres,
in a combination of
large and small Murkowski’
parcels, many of
which were purchased from Native cor-
porations. In many cases, these land ac-
quisitions merely add to the land al-

ready controlled by the Trustees’ own -

agengcies.

Examples include 23,800 acres ofin-
holdings added to Kachemak Bay State
Park; 41,549 acres near Seal Bay; and
26,665 acres on Shuyak Island. In addi-

tion, the council has agreed to, but not

yet completed, the purchase of another
55,357 acres, including more than 7,000
acres previously logged, from Eyak Corp.
[t is-also negotiating for another 46,300
acres on Afognak Island, and 57,082
acres owned by Koniag Corp. These
- lands presumably would be added to the
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge

Generally, all these lands will be
idded to the 20 protected state and fed-
eral lands in the spill-affected area, in-
cluding the Kodiak National Wildlife
Refuge, Katmai National Park and Pre-
serve, the Chugach National Forest,
and the Copper River Delta Critical
Habitat Area.

" UNCLE SAM

WANTS YOU ’

EXTREMRSTYS
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Land acquisition is eXpected to ac-
count for more than 40 percent ($386
million) of the $300 million settlement.
Another $213 million has been used for
direct payments to state and federal
agencies for spill expenses, and to

"Exxon to.reimburse it for cleanup activi-

ties after January 1992. The council’s
list of approved projects wil] take anoth-
er $311 million, mcludmg a staggering
$31 million for pubhc relations and ad-
ministration. .

Who would have expected pubhc re-
lations to soak up such a large part of a
settlement intended to remedy the envi-
ronmental impacts of the spill?

Essentially, the only money not al-
ready spoken for is the 12 percent of
Exxon payments the council is tuckmg
away in a “restoration reserve.” By the
year 2002, this account (counting inter-

est) may reach nearly $150 million —

but it also will be the only money left.
After inflation-proofing, interest on the
restoration reserve could provide about
$2.1 million annually for long-term re-
search and economic reconstruction pro-

jects — or it could vanish in more land -

acquisitions,

Recently, the Trustee Council re-
quested that Congress allow it to broad-
en its investment options. The trustees

. say the public is being shortchanged be-

cause the settlement requires the council
to place all the incoming money (Exxon
is paying the $300 million over 10 years)
in a court-administered account with
lower yields (5 percent) and higher ad-
ministrative costs (10 percent) than the
trustees could earn simply by investing
in safe U.S. government securities.

dez legacy What will it be?

I agreed this should be changed, and

_ earlier this year prepared an amend-
- ment that would allow — but not re-

quire — the council to invest the money

_outside the court system. The council

would decide how much, if any, it would
put in new investments under my plan,
I also specified that, rather than

- putting all the new money into still

more land acquisition, new earnings

should be used for long-term activities

such as marine research and economic
restoration projects for local communi-
ties and the fishing industry. Without

something like this, there is no guar-

antee that the remaining money
would go to these purposes instead of

to more land acquisitions, or to pay-

ments for activities of the Trustees’

~ own agencies.

My amendment also asked the
Trustee Council to bring Congress its
thoughts on forming an independent
board to administer the funds (in place

" of the Trustees) after the last Exxon

payment is received. Personally, I'd
like to see it recommend an indepen-
dent, scientifically oriented group to
guide a long-term research program —
a board that would call for proposals,
arrange for scientific peer review, pub-
lish findings, and so forth, without the
appearance of a conflict of interest
that exists when the trustees are fund-
ing projects in which their agencies
are involved.

Unfortunately, the Trustee Council,
led by the Department of the Interior,
chose to oppose .the amendment in a
last-minute lobbying campaign against
its own request — perhaps because my
version meant the Trustees would have
to relinquish some of the control they
now enjoy. So it didn't become law this
year.

But I don't intend to drop the issue.
In fact, I plan to pursue it with sepa-
rate legislation — legislation I have al-
ready introduced. [ still think Alaska
could and should benefit from the addi-
tional dollars that better investments
would earn, and [ still think marine re-
search and economic restoration should
get more attention than the Trustees
have given them so far.

If it were your money, what would
you do? And, by the way, it is your
money.

Frank Murkowski represents the state of
Alaska in the U.S. Senate.
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- - Murkowski letter insdltin‘g

I was astonished by Sen. Frank Murkows-
ki's insulting remarks (quoted in the Dec. 8 is-
sue of the Daily News) about Alaska Natives
and their corporations who, as willing sellers,

. sold land or development rights to the Exxon

Valdez Qil Spill Trustee Council. By compar-
ing land sales to the Trustee Council with the
mythical trade of Manhattan Island for
beads, Sen. Murkowski exhibits the stered-
typical condescending attitude that Native
people somehow don't have the common
sense to rnake sensible financial decisions
with either their property or their money.
For the senator's information, Alaska Na-

tives are as capable as the rest of us to wise- =

. ly manage their lands and money without the
paternalistic supervision of a government
agency or a senator whom I suspect cares
less about whether they keep their land as

who will get to exploit it for them. As for Na-

“tive heritage, the senator should be aware
that the Native corporations that have sold
land to the Trustee Council have been careful
to preserve the subsistence hunting, fishing
and gathering rights of their shareholders on
those lands. . :

As a U.S. taxpayer I'm insulted that Sen.
Murkowski intends to throw more of my mon-
ey away on an “oversight hearing” on the ac-
tions of the Interior Department as a way of

- promoting his narrow-minded political goals.
His mistake is in thinking that the rest of us
- taxpaying rubes don't have enough sense to

realize what he's really up to. - - ’
‘ ‘ '— Karl Becker'
Cordova

SAME LETTER WAS PRINTED
: DECEMBER 11, 1997 '
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What wil Exxon Valdez Iegacybe:?

. PENINSULA CLARION
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T he federa:~_.vernment already owns
248 xrulhon acres of Alaska — more -
than the entire eastern seaboard from
Maine to Florida, home 10 one-third the entire

population of the United States. :; .

Through the use of the $900 million Exxon' :

Valdez civil settlement, it will be acquiring
even more of Alaska — possibly as much as
750,000 acres according to the Exxon Valdez

"Qil Spill Trustee Council — land that in many

cases may end up under the control of the fed-
eral agencies. That’s three-fourths of the size
of the entire state of Rhode Island. Here's why
that’s important:

The trustee council — three federal and
three state agency representatives — already
has spent a large part of the money received
from Exxon on land acquisitions and on ease-
ments that limit the use of land it has not pur-

. chased outright. To date, the council has com-

pleted the acquisition of some 424,000 acres,
in a combination of large and small parccls
many purchased from Native corporations. In
many cases, these land acquisitions merely
add to the land already controlled by the
Trustees” own agencies!

Examples include 23,800 acres of inhold-
ings added to Kachemak Bay State Park; ,
41,549 acres (including 1,000 acres previously
logged) near Seal Bay and 26,665 acres on
Shuyak Island. In addition, the council has

agreed to, but not yet completed, the purchase .

of another 55,357 acres, including more than
7,000 acres previously logged. It is also nego-
tiating for another 46,300 acres on Afognak
Island, and 57082 acres owned by Koniag
Corporation. Theses lands presumably would
be added to the Kodiak National Wildlife
Refuge. A o

Generally, all these lands will be added to
the 20 protected state and federal lands in the
spill-affected area including Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge, Katmai National Park and
Preserve, the Chugach National Forest and
Copper River Delta Critical Habitat Area.

Land acquisition is expected to account for
more than 40 percent ($386 million) of the
$900 million settlement. Another $213 million
has been used for direct payments to state and
federal agencies for spill expenses and to
Exxon to reimburse it for cleanup activities
after January 1992. The council’s list of

. approved projects will take another $311 mil-

lion, including a staggering $31 million for
public relations and administration.

. Who would have expected public relations
to soak up such a large part of a settlement

intended to remedy the environmental i 1mpacts‘_
. ofthe spill? o

“Essentially, the only mohey not already
spoken for is the 12 percent of Exxon pay-
ments the council is tucking away in a
“restoration reserve.” By 2002, this account
(counting interest) may reach nearly $150 mil-
lion — but it also will be the only money left.

After inflation-proofing, interest on the
restoration reserve could provide about $2.1
million annually for long-term research and
economic reconstruction projects — or could

- vanish in more land acquisitions.

Recently, the trustee council requested that
Congrcss allow it to broaden its investment

options. The trustees
say the public is being
. shortchanged because
the settlement requires
the council to place all
the incoming money
(Exxon is paying the -
$900 million over 10
years) in a court-
administered account
with lower yields (5
percent) and higher
administrative costs
a0 percent) than the
trustees could eamn s:mply by investing in safe
U.S. government securities.
" I agreed this should be: changed and pre-

SEN. FRANK
MURKOWSKI

" pared an amendment that would allow — but

not require — the council to invest the money

-outside the court system. The council would

decide how much, if any, they would put in
new investments.

I also specified that, rather than putting all
the new money into still more land acquisi-
tion, new earmngs should be used for long-
term activities such as marine research and
economic restoration projects for local com-
munities and the fishing industry. Without

something like this, there is no guarantee that

the remaining money would go to these pur-
poses instead of to more land acquxsmon orto
payments for activities of the trustees’ own

‘agencies.

My amendment also asks the trustee coun-

“cil to bring Congress its thoughts on forming

an independent board to administer the funds
(in place of the trustees) after the last Exxon
payment. Personally; I'd like to see them rec-
ommend an-independent, scientifically orient-

) ed group to-guide a long-term research pro-

gram — a board that would call for proposals,

“arrange for scientific peer review, publish

findings and so forth without the appearance
of conflict that exists when the trustees are
funding pro;ects in which their agenc1cs are
involved.

Unfortunately, the trustee council, led by
the Department of the Interior, chose to
oppose the amendment in a last-minute lobby-
ing campaign against their own request —
perhaps because my version meant the trustees
would have to relinquish some of the control
they now enjoy.




I don’t intend to drop the issue. In fact, I
plan to pursue it with separate legislation —
legislation I have already introduced. I still
think Alaska could and should benefit from
the additional dollars that better investments

+ would earsi, and T still thidk HAkike feSedich!!

and ecoromic restoration “should get more *

- attention than the trustees have given them so -

" far,
If it was your money, what would you do?
... And by the way, it is your money.

ANEER
" The following is a summary of the Exxon
" Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council’s land acqui-
- sision process:”
" M Title and easements purchased
- as of October 24, 199T:
+76.211 acrés,and easements for 42,463 acres

_of land from Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc. to be added to
~or managed as part of the Kodiak Natvonal
© Wildlife Refuge.
© 37,236 acres anhd easements on 16, 268 acres
. from Cheénega Corp., of which the purchased
* land is divided between the state and the U.S.
Forest Service and the easement of lands will be
managed by the Forest Service.
+23,800 acres of inholdings now added to
Kachemak Bay State Park.
+41,549 acres (including 1,000 previous! y
logged) near Seal Bay.
. #26,665 acres on Shuyak Island from the
Kodiak Istand Borough.
~ *59,689 acres and a limited-term easement
untit 2001 on 57,082 acres from Koniag Inc. for
the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge.
+28,609 acres, an easement for 3,000 acres
and a non-development agreement on another
65,000 acres from the Old Harbor Native Corp.
for additign to the Kodiak Natsonal Wﬂdlrfe
Refuge.
*Commarcial timber nghts on 2,052 acres of
land near Cordova from the Eyak Cormp..

M Purchases agreed to, but not completed:

«55,357 acres, conservation easements on
6,667 acres (including 1,500 acres previously
logged) and timber easements on 13,401 acres
from Eyak Corp. '

32,537 acres from English Bay Corp., wlth
special access rights retained by English Bay
Corp. 0

+31,490 acres (including 5, 000 acres previous-

"ty logged) and 37,398 acres of timber and con-

servation easements (some of which are for land
already logged) from Tatitiek Corp. Public access-
will be restricted on some of the Iand fonnerty
held by Tatitlek Corp.

" W Purchases still under negotlatlow

46,300 acres from Afognak Joint Venture
+57,082 acres from Koniag Corp.

B Small parcels:
In addition to its large-parcel acquisttion pro-

- gram, the trustee cotncil has purchased or

agreed to purchase approximately 6,800 acres in
small parcels ranging from 1.6 to 3,000-plus
acres and is negotiating on or considering pur-
chase of another 2,600.acres from a variety of
sources.
B Protected state and federal lands previous-
ly designated in the splil area:

Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge =~ ’

Afognak State Park .. {7} '

" Shuyak State Park

Alaska Peninsula National Wil dlufe Refuge

Aniakchak National Monument and Preserve

Becharof National Wildlife Refuge .

Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge.

-Kitiiai Nafichial!Pdrk afd Présétveiq: bm.

Lake Clark National Park and Pfeserve -

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge 1 .- - -

Kenai Fjords National Park

Kachemak Bay State Park .

Kachemak Bay Critical Habitat Area.

Canoe Passage State Park o

McNeil River State Game Refuga and
Sanctuary

Kalgin [stand Critical Habitat Area

Redoubt Bay Critical Habitat Area -

Clam Guich Critical Habitat Area |-

Chugach National Forest

Copper River Delta Critical Habitat Area




—"

Sundachember 7, 1997

MurkoWski to probe Exxon V aldez fund

By SEAN COCKERHAM
Stafl Writer %
US. Sen. Frank Murkowsk:

said Saturday he plans to probe -
- the US. Interior Department’s ..

involvement in using Exxon
Valdez oil spill recovery money

for Native land purchases, which .

" he said represents a conflict with

the agency’s charge of- protectmg
Native heritage.
“I have a growing concern

over the disposition of the Exxon .

Valdez funding,” the Alaska Re-
publican said. *Most of which has

been utilized to buy private land -

from various Native village cor-

- porations in the Prince William

Sound Area and out to Kodiak."
Saturday to donate fund-raising

proceeds to the Breast Cancer

Detection Center of Alaska.

In an interview following the
donation ceremony at the
center’'s headquarters, Mur-

of Interior, one of the six federal
and state trustees that deter-
mines how the $900 million
Exxon Valdez settlement money
is spent. v

Murkowski, chairman of the
Senate Enermf and Natural Re-
sources Committee. 'said his com-

mittee is planning an oversight '
hearing into actions of the de- -

partment under Interior Secre-
tary Bruce Babbitt.

The senator said the depart-
ment has an obligation to protect
the heritage of Native Americans,
and their land is crucial to that
heritage. The department

up Native land and transferring

it to federal agencies, he said.
“Once it's gone they've lost

" their heritage. They may have

the money, but how long is the

money gonna last?’ Murkowski

asked. “It's very similar to what
happened in Manhattan where
{Indians) traded Manhattan Is-
land for bea '

Murkowsk: said some natxona]
environmental groups are
pushing for the purchase of

The senator was in Fairbanks -

kowski blasted the Department

shouldn’t be involved in buying

- Alagska Native lands to prevent

development

“The " money is just bemg
spent for land aéquisition with

. nothing in the sense of an ong-
oing fund for research and so
forth, and virtually none of the

funding is directed toward trying
to find economic development for
the people of the region,” Mur-

. kowskd said.

Molly McCammon executwe

director - of the oil-spill fund'

trustee council, which she said
makes its de¢isions by unani-

mous consensus, took exception
‘with-Murkowski’s remarks.

“The purpose of the money  is
for restoration...not economic de-
velopment,” she said. “The No. 1
restoration tool  the pubhc
wanted was habitat protection.’

She added that another public

process is beginning to figure out _

how the remaining about one-

third of the fund gained from

- lawsuits against Exxon Corp. will
be spent. She said there are.

public hearings set for this spring
and Murkowski's cnhcxsms are’

‘pre-judging the result of the

public process.

< Murkowski smd he’s also con-.
cemed that $31 mﬂhon_‘of ’thev

fun;i ;has been spent on adminis-

tration and public relations. He
called for. a General Accounting
Office audit of the oil spill money

. “My attitude is, hey, let's just
take a.look at it because this is
public money,” Murkowski saxd o

. McCammon said that $31 mil-
- lion has been spent over the
_course of ten years and has in-

"volved extensive scientific peer
review and a public outreach pro-
gram that helps people in the vil-

lages understand the technical -

research concerning the spill.
. Murkowski said the hearing

* - will also be looking into the Inte-
- rior Department’s credibility re- -
lating to allegations that Babbitt
 rejected a tribe's application fora

casino license in return for Dem-

ocratic campaign contributions

from a rival tribe interested in
killing gambling competition.

Also in the Saturday inter-
view, Murkowski said he still
hasn't made up his mind con-
cerning his political future but
added that possible problems

‘with new Alaska Campaign Fi-
_nance Law wouldn't be a factor

in his decision whether to run for
governor, Senate or simply retire.

“I'm going to get together .

* with our family over the holiday

and d.nscuss this and some other -
issues,” Murkowski said, adding
that there s still a lot he wants to
accomplish in Washington.

“It's a tough decision because
I've been in 17 years and to run
again (for Senate) would be an-

~ other six-year commitment. To

serve another six years I'd be six
years older,” said the senator as
he mused about the time he could
be spending duck hunting.

Murkowsi said he's also tired
of the long trips from Alaska to
the nation’s Capital, something .
that could be solved if he decides
to run for governor next year.

But Alaska's campaign finance
laws could prevent him from
using a sizable portion of his
campaign chest if he chooses to
enter such a state race, although
he's free to use that money in a
federal race.

Murkowski said there’s a lot of
unaswered questions on exactly

“what funds could be used under

the new state law, and he’ll cross
that bridge if he comes to it.

“I'm confident that if we de-
cided to run for state office, we
could raise an adequate amount,”
Murkowski said. ‘“That would
not be a factor in my decision.”




FAIRBANKS' VILYY NEWS-MINER, TUESDAY,. NOVEX™-~ 18, 1997

Time to stop oil spill appeals

* Exxon must
- acceptits
- responsibility

© ByRICKSTEINER .

Back in the 1980s, when I
lived in Cordova, I had a friend

" named Gene Rossilini. He lived

in a small, smoky wood hut in
Shelter-Cave, a mile or so north

- of town. Gene was convinced

- that, someday soon, the world as
- we knew and loved it would end.
- To prepare for this eventuality,
._he walked many miles every day

. . loaded with over a hundred

. pounds of rocks on his back,
climbing local mountains,
. “marching along roads. He wore
. ragged clothes, looked sooty and
‘bedraggled, and seldom bathed,
claiming that “bathing is just a
. bourgeois affectation.” He was

* - contemplative,  kind, ' generous

and troubled. To the few he let
in, he spoke of his dire concern
_ for the world. Many thought he
‘was crazy. - :
- "Then on March 24, 1989, the
“wrecklessness” of one of the
largest corporations in the world
. caused one of the most damaging

"7 industrial disasters in human his-

tory—the Exxon Valdez oil spill,
. right here in Alaska. The spill
spread over 10,000 square miles

" .. of Alaska's coastal ocean, oiled 1,-
‘500 miles of some of the most

beautiful and productive coast-
line in the world including na-
- tional wildlife refuges and parks,
killed more marine mammals and
. seabirds than any industrial dis-
aster ever, and sent coast com-
_ munities into a social and
economic tailspin from which
none fully recovered. A recent
publication by Time Magazine
ranks the Exxon Valdez spill as
“one of the most significant
events of the 20th century,”
alongside such others as the Ho-
locaust, the airplane, the Russian
revolution, Hireshima and Naga-
saki, the invention of television
and computers, the moon
landing, the Titanic, etc. Time
says “the Exxon Valdez oil spill
highlights Planet Earth’s imper-
iled natural resources.” ,
Just after the grounding of the
Exxon-Valdez, the Exxon cor-
‘poration stood in front of the
“community in what ultimately
became know as ‘‘the mother-of-
all corpotate public relations dis-

Guest Opinion

asters.”, This was in front of a
group of people who, from the
earliest days of the pipeline de-

‘bate, had expressed concern that

someday, despite the assurances
of government and the oil in-
dustry, an Exxon-Valdez - would
occur and it would catastroph-
ically disrupt their fishing
economy and way of life. At the
1989 town meeting, Exxon told
the people that they. were
“lucky”, because it was Exxon
who had “‘besmirched their beau-
tiful Prince William Sound”, and
that “Exxon does business
straight.”” Exxon went on to
promise that the people whose
lives were affected by this spill
“would be made whole” by
Exxon.

But now after 8% years of
costly litigation and a $5 billion

judgment against Exxon, the cor-
poration continues to fight
paying the human victims of its

.recklessness what an unbiased

Alaska jury has determined to be
necessary to punish and correct
Exxon’'s behavior. Exxon con-
tinues to file motion after mo-
tion, appeal after appeal, in what
has become a comedy of despera-
tion, arrogance, and utter disdain
for ‘the people of Alaska whose
lives they turned upside down.
All of our lives have been dimin-
ished by this, and communities
such as Kodiak, Chenega Bay,
Homer, Cordova, Valdez, Kenai,
Chignik, Whittier, Tatitlik, Nan-
walek, Port Graham, Old Harbor,
Ahkiok, etc. deserve better. It is
time for Exxon to end this legal
chess game, pay what they owe,
and everyone get on with their
lives. - ‘

. It is now incumbent on Exxon
to step to the plate, admit their
recklessness, pay the people they
hurt, and release Alaska and
Alaskans from the prolonged and
ongoing agony of this oil spill.
Without prejudging the appellate
process, there should be no real-

istic chance whatsoever that

Exxon’s appeals will be suc-

_cessful. They were reckless, they

know it, the world knows it, and
they now have to compensate the
victims of their reckless disregard
for the Alaska people and envi-
ronment. Attempts to delay all of
this will only add to the bitter-
ness and resentment of industry,

which is in no one’s best int
... not even Exxon's. :

As Exxon caused this disaster
and they have been found reck-
less by a jury of Alaska citizens, it
is right that they have to pay the
largest environmental verdict in
history, and it is undoubtedly in
society’'s interest to have this
thing resolved now. The longer
this drags out, the more damage
will be caused. Dr. Steven Picou,

‘who has studied many an indus-

trial disaster around the world,
has found that the social and psy-
chological effects of these disas-
ters will abate only when there is .
a just resolution of all the litiga-
tion. For Exxon to continue prof-
iting at the expense of the Alaska
people, economy and environ-
ment is evidence that the com-
pany is morally bankrupt indeed.
It is a tragic commentary on
Exxon's sense of social responsi-
bility that many of the people

- who were harmed by this com:

pany's negligence have since
passed away, with no reparation
whatsoever. Some, such as the
former mayor of Cordova, « ‘
to take their own lives r

than continue to exist in tne
emotional chaos from the Exxon
spill. The last few years of these
lives were entirely dominated by
the Exxon-Valdez, and too much
of all of our lives hag been swept

" into this maelstrom. It is time for

this madness to end. It is time for
Exxon to resolve this mess. There
are any number of legitimate
ways the state and federal gov-
ernments can encourage Exxon
to take care of this, and they
should do so.

I have discussed all of this

“with many people throughout the

state and nation and most seem

. to agree that it ig time for Exxon

to stop holding Alaska hostage to
its own antiquated corporate ide-
ology, and bring this to closure.

As for my friend Gene Rossi-
lini, who was prepared for almost
anything, he was found dead one
morning in his hut a year or so
after the spill. He had taken his
own life and lay dead on the
frozen dirt floor of what he
thought was his refuge fro— **-
industrial world, on the sh
Prince William Sound. -

't ha?

fves in L} i

\ meomber with the
mm of m Fairbanks. This ar-
ticie reflects his personal views only.
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Group backs
study of Cordova
community center

By Jennifer L. Stfange :
The Cordova Times

Twenty Cordovans were invited
by the city to meet with two experts

Tuesday about planning a Cordova
‘community center that could receive

funding from the Exxon Valdez Oil
Spill Trustee Council. The group.

agreed to form a proposal asking
City Council at its Dec. 10 meeting
to approve a $50,000 feasibility
study on the project .

- The study will provide the
- Trustee Coyncil with information it
needs to consider funding the pro-
ject. It will also show good faith
from the community, said city attor-
ney Roy Jones, and without com-
munity support, the project will go
nowhere,

Under the right circumstances,
however; the Trustee Council is very
interested in funding a community
project in Cordova, as long as it
doesn’t have to choose between dif-
ferent proposals. Jones said.

“Cordova hasn’t had the back-up
needed to win favor with the trustees
and the state,” said Jones. “And, so
far, Cordova has been a side benefi-

ciary of (EVOS) funds. But the
.council knows that the impact of the

spill in Cordova has been real tan-
gible and ongoing.”

Comb:mng the city’s commumly
center plans with similar plans put
forth by the Prince William Sound
Science Center will help to sell the
idea, said project manager Maureen

Sims from Rise Alaska. Sims

worked as project manager on the

Seward Sea Life Center and believes -

that with the right vision and finan-

cial planmng, a center in Cordova .

could be areality.

The plan includes space for fen-
ants such as the PWS Community
College, who would help defray the

costs of maintenance and Operations -

by paying rent; creating a single
library that houses the research,

information and books from the
Science Center, the Forest Service
and the municipal libraries; an audi-
torium for commumty events, con-
certs, art shows, retreats and confer-
ences; and scientific exhibits and
laboratories that would help fulfill
the research requirements of the
Trustee Council.

Purposes for the center were .

identified by Jones in conjunction
with Mayor Margy Johnson, City
Manager Scott Janke and PWS
Science Center president Gary
Thomas, Jones said.

Most discussion about the center

was positive, with' participants =
“extolling the virtues of having miore

space to hold meetings and events
and dwersxfymg the economy by

. encouraging wmterumc “confer-
ences.

Concems were raxsed by Port and :

Commerce Development Advisory

- Board chair Kim Ewers, who won-

dered how Cordova residents would
react to the cost of the study and the
building and how the community
would deal with buildings left vacant
by tenants who moved into the cen-
ter. Cordova District Ranger Cal
Baker said he wants the group to
make sure the focus of the center is
on what'’s best for the community
and that it is kept on that track.

The idea of a community center
has been kicked around in somie cir-
cles for a couple of years, said city

‘manager Scott Janke. There was a

 bit of controversy surrounding the

topic late last summer when a num-
ber of city council members said
they hadn't been made aware of the
idea even though Janke said he had
spoken to all council members and
had their support. Ahhough there
were no council members present at
this week's meeting, the people who
did attend were well-briefed on the

pro;cct

“This is long overdue'and you arc
the wisdom-bearers here,” Mayor
Margy Johnson told the roomful of
representatives from Cordovan fish-
ing, business, administrative, Native,
school, science and children’s activ-

ities groups. “I'll be calling on every

one of you to convince your'con-

stituencies.” ,




Subsistence is a vital component of restoration

THE CORDOVA TIMES

By Joe Hunt

DECEMBER "4, 1997

Coastal curren’ts

For The Times

Kestoration of subsistence since
the Exxon Valdez oil spill has tak-
en on many forms.

Subsistence hunting, fishing |

and’ gathering were severely
reduced in villages hard hit by the

spill. It took years for subsistence -

users to regain confidence in the

safety of the food source they .

depend upon. Eight years after the
spill, subsistence users in Prince
William Sound have yet to return
to many once-popular beaches
which continue to hold substantial
quantities of buried or trapped oil.

During the last two years, the -

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustce

Council has provided funds for 29 .

subsistence-related projects, in
addition to the research involving
specific subsistence resources such
as herring, salmon and harbor

- seals. '

Many of thosc pr-oje‘cts provide

“direct relicf to communities to help

supplement subsistence resources.

‘For example, hatchery-produced .

king salmon are starting to'return

to Chencga Bay and similar |
enhancements will bring coho 1o .
Tatitlek and Perryville, sockeye to
‘Solf Lake in Prince William Sound

and pink salmon to Port Graham.

To assist scientists in théir ©
efforts to lcarn why the harbor seal -
is continuing its decline, the -

Alaska Native Harbor Scal

Commission is training subsis- . .

tence hunters in the proper proce-
dures for taking and storing tissue

.samples. This provides a wealth of
information about harbor seal loca-

tions, diet, and overall health.
Last year, a video was produccd
which chronicled the importance
of harbor scals to the subsistence
lifestyle within the community of
Tautlek. " Alutiiq Pride: A Story of
Subsistence” took the viewer on a
harbor seal hunt, taught how to

prepare seal for food and other

uses, and joined the village for a
potlatch to celebrate the harvest.

Alaska Natives and scientists

are also encouraged to work
together in understanding the intri-
cate relationships within the
marine ecosystem.

The Trustee Council is promot-

ing indigenous science, also
known as traditional ecological
knowledge, as a vital tool in view-
ing the marine ecosystem.

" The knowledge gained from
thousands of years of subsistence

livingcar  today’s researchers
better understand the movements

~and habits of individual species
and how each interacts within the

-

ecosystem.

District is now in its third year

- conducting the Youth Arca Watch -

program. That program places stu-
dents into the field and laborato-
ries 10 work side by side with sci-
entists conducting oil spill
research. The students also learn
first-hand from village elders
about food gathering and prepara-

- tion.

Joe Hunt reported on the
Exxon Valdez oil spill for The
Anchorage Times. He currently
serves as communications coordi-
nator for the Exxon Valde: Oil
Spill Trustees Council.

The Chugach School

s
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Assembly supports
‘Karluk health clmlc

By SUE JEFFREY
Mirror Writer

Karluk will hegin construction
" of ancw health clinic next spring
" if the Kodiak Island Borough ob-

tains a $196,957 bloc grant from ‘

the state.
" After holding a public hcanng

at last night’s borough meeting, «

the¢ assembly gave the go-ahead
to the borough to apply for the
‘Department of Community and
Regional Affairs Community De-
vclopment bloc grant.

Kathryn Reft, an cmployee of
the Karluk Tribal Council, ex-
. plained 1o the assembly that the
communily sorely needs a new
health facnhty

There is no prnvacy for pa-

tients,” Reft said, "becausé ev-
eryone in town can see who is m
1he clinic.”

The small, crowded clinic is.

located within the Karluk com-
munity hall. The new clinic
would be built on a lot more ad-

vantageous for medevacs, Reft

said.

Kodiak Island Borough Mayor'

Jerome Selby explained that
Karluk has an old school lot
available for the project.

“It is relatively flai,” he said.
“A Coast Guard helicopter could
feasibly land there. *

Karluk is the only commumty

within the borough to qualily for

. a communily development bloc
grant because it meets the low-

and moderate-income criteria, .

Selby said. The borough and the

Karluk Tribal Council looked at

the community's capital projects
and decided the health clinic was
- the most important on-the list.
Sewer, water and landfill up-
grades are already underway, he
said, funded by state land and
water conservation moncy.

‘To receive the bloc grant,
DCRA requires $70.000 in

‘matching funds from the bor-
ough. Most of the money would :

be in-kind, Sclby said, including
lot valued at $30,000 and back-
hoe time for ground preparation.
Karluk would add $17,500 in
cash to make up the halance.
The assembly authorized the

" borough-to submit the grant ap-

plication on behalf of the Karluk

- Tribal Council. The grant re-

quires the borough and the tribal

council to enter into a coopera-

tive agreement, with the borough

- acting as applicant.

As such, the borough has ulti-

* mate responsibility for the project
" until construction is completed: -

Karluk will then be responsible
for operation and managcmem of

" the building. ~ 5

The grant application is , due Dec.

12. The borough will learn in
March if DCRA funds the project. -
‘Hearing no comments from citi- ¢

zens during a public hearing last

- night on the action from the mayor

to manager form of govermment,
the assembly quictly passed the or-
dinance. During citizens com-
ments al the end of the meeting,
‘however, Kodiak resident Roger
Redicopp opposed the change and
blamed the assembly lor it.

“We’re losing the benefits of a
strong mayor ...he¢ submitted a
budget which would raisc prop-
erty taxes but it was the assembly
who didn’t do their job in control-
ling the budget... :

*If you ignore the wishes of the
people, this happens. In the future,
when you have a lot of people tell-
ing you something, listen to them.”

In other busincss, the assembly,
passed the first reading of an ordi-

nance reflecting mid-year budget
adjustments. The balance sheet
looks good. The borough netted

- $600,000 in federal revenue shar-

ing for Native corporation lands
sold to the Exxon Valdez Trustee
Council instead of the $30,000
originally bugeted afier the borough
put pressure on Congress to recog- -
nize the purchase price as the fair- -
market value rather than the U.S.

* Forest Service appraised price.

On the negative side, the borough

received $179,100 less in raw fish
_tax than the borough originally an-

- ticipated. Before -approving the

- amendments to the budget, the as- -

sembly will hold a public hearing

_ at its ncxt meeting, Dec. 18.
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Vandals ruin
things for
everyone

To the editor,

[ would like to thank the van-
dals and iresponsible 4 wheeler
operators for the destruction they
have done at the new End of the
" "Road Park in Monashka Bay.

. .. That project was over a year
1, in the making and took a lot of
" hard work. time and paper work
to sec¢ it completed. The project
was not built with Kodiak Istand
Borough funds but with grant
‘money from the Exxon Valdez
- Oil Spill Marinc Rcecreation
“ Fund. Obviously we can't.take
- care of gifts; why would we want

10" expend Borough funds to do

any repair.

Over the past 2 years | have
had the opportunity 10 be in-
volved in several Parks and Rec-
reation projects with the Kodiak
Island Borough and have secn
other destruction take place. We
designed and had an outhouse
built for the Salonie Creek Rifle
Range. The day after the project
was complete 1 went out 1o in-
spuct the new facility; that night
it was burned down. I was the
only person, besides the carpen-
ter that built i1, that got to see it
(except for the vandals). Now
you have to purchase a key 10
even drive out 1o the range.

The park at Otmeloi had beau-
tiful facilities; playground equip-
ment, picnic tables, grilles, a bas-
kethall count, bridges and a cov-
ered gazebo. Not anyniore. The
gazcbo has been burned, the
bridges have had their planking
and banisters pulled off faster

than they can be replaced, the

grills and tabl.s end up in the

Letter to the edltor

pond on a regular basis and the

barrier boulders -that have been
placed around the basketball
court to protect the slopes from
eroding have been moved.

The damage at End of the Road
Park was just as significant. Steel .
picnic tables were shot up, one

had a hole cut in the top, the new
wood stairs were shot up, the
concrete pad for the stairs was
broken. the doors 1o the new:
restroom were jimmied to be in-
operable; and barrier boulders
that had been placed .around the
new parking area to protect the
streams which have been
trampled had been moved. Mind
you, all the barrier boulders [
have mentioned -weigh in excess
of 2,500 pounds.

The vandalism | have de-
scribed merely scratches the sur-
face. The litter and broken
bottles found Borough wide are

‘enough’ 10 make you sick. It's

time for people to be held ac-
countable for their actions. If

you are a responsible 4 wheeler
operator and see these irrespon-
sible operators doing their dirty

- deeds — report it. If you have
.any information about these ma-
licious acts — report it. It may

be time for a Borough curfew. to
be implemented.

The sad thing about all lh:s is
that a select few have ruined it

for the majority. All summer-

whilc End of the Road Park was
being built, there were couniless

- families and people in gencral us-

ing the area. They probably want
to thank the vandals too for ruin-
ing something that could have
been nice. v
The Borough was recently
given additional grant money to
do more trail work. Mayhe we
should send it back to the state
with a note:

“Thank you, but plcaSt. give | -

this money 10 a community that
knows how to take care of their
parks and trails.”

—Chris Lynch
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'Alaska Coastal
 Currents’
By Jody Seifz-

_Seablrds need energy-
rich fish for survival

. Scientists studying animals in-
jured by the Exxon Valdez spill
know that declines in some spe-
cies may be related to changes
in the marine ecosystem. Shifts
in-ocean temperature and abun-
dance of certain fish species. are
prompling them to examine the
food supply for several seabirds
and marine mammals.

Sand lance is one of several
types of small schooling forage
fishes that are critical to many
marine birds and mammals, yet
seldom studied by scientists.

- Their Latin name, Ammodytes -
hexapterus, means.“sand digger.”™

And that’s exactly what they do.
'Ihcy spend much of their time

- in the sediments of the intertidal
zone.

Sand lance come out of the
sand to feed in spring, growing
and putting on weight through
- summer. Thcy spawn in Octo-
ber. Little is known about their
lives from when they hatch in
. December until they show up in
April near shore to feast on the
new bloom of plankton.

- Scientists do know some
things: they apparently need light
to feed. They come out during
the moming and return to their
bedding areas in the evening.

And they are choosy about
their beaches. Sand lance have
no swim bladder so they can't
just rest in the water column. Af-
ter feeding they go back into the
sand to digest their food. They
.don't like thick mud, which
might clog their gills, but prefer
“'sand and finc gravel.

Aside from these distinctive .

qualities, sand lance have two

very important characteristics: .
they are a schooling fish, which

allows predalors to get a lot to
cat in one place; and they are rich
in cnergy. After their first year,
sand lance are loaded with fauy

oil, often several times that of a
cod or pollock of the same size.
That’s a big boost to birds such
as pigeon guillemots, which can
only bring one fish back to their
chicks at a time.’

Scientists say when birds have
ready access to fish with high oil
content, they do well. It allows
a high proportion of breeding
adults 1o raise young that are
healthy and in good condition
when they leave the nest.

On the other hand, when sea-
birds don't-have access to high
energy food items, such as sand
lance, herring, and capelin, and
instead rely on low-fat cod and
pollock, they don’t do well. The
number of birds hatching and sur-
viving to breed decreases, and the
population size may decline.

No one knows exactly what -
happened to sand lance during
the oil spill. Since they are not
commercially cxploued in the
North Pacific, there is scant in-
formation on their distribution or
abundance before the 1989 spill.

However, data on seabird di-
ets in Prince William Sound
show that birds there have been

‘eating less sand lance since the

1970s, and since that time, their
populations have declined by two
thirds.

The pauern is dlffercnt in
Kachemak® Bay, where scabirds
appear to be thriving. Recently
scientists compared current data
on sand lance with traw! data
from the 1970s and found no ap-

. parent decline in sand lance there.

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and
also produces the Aluska Coustal
Currenis radio program. The se-
ries is sponsored by the Exxan
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
to provide information about res-

“loration activities within the spill
“region.
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Alaska Coastal

Currents
By Jody Seitz

. A chemical tracer made by a
special type of animal plankton
may signal a low- return of
salmon a year in advance. The
tracer is called pristane, and it
appears to reflect the abundance
of an imponant food source for
salmon — calenoid copepods.
Pristane is a naturally occur-
ring hydrocarbon created by the
copepods. Salmon feeding on

-plankton emit pristane through
their feces, which drops to the.

ocean floor. It ultimately is taken
up in filter feeders such as clams
and musscls. K
Rescarchers have learned to
measure the pristane levels by

.sampling mussels. In this way,
- they can gauge the level of zoop-

lankton production. in the sound
and determine the feeding suc-
cess of salmon {ry, which is L(.y
to their survival, ‘

Last summer, rescarch chem-

ist Jeft Short, ol the National Ma-

rine Fisheries Service Auke Bay
Laboratory, visited onc .of the
sound’s hatcheries. He sampled

the levels of pristane in the mus-

sels before and after the hatch-
ery released 120 million pink
salmon [ry. -
I'was able to obscerve the juve-
nile pink salmon feeding on the
zooplankton and defecating di-

" rectly over thc mussels that I'd

becn: sampling,” said Short.

*Consequently we saw a spectacu-

lar rise in the pristane concentra-

“Mussel beds may help
predict salmon runs

tions that were in the mussels.”

The pristane “signal” shows up
along with the zooplankton
bloom around the sound. It starts
in the most protected, remote cor-
ners where there is less wind.
The .water column stabilizes and
generates an explosion of micro-
scopic plants. That attracts the
zooplankton rising from the dcep-
est parts of the sound.

IT there's less energy there and
its not available for as long, then
vou don’t get as many zooplank-
ton in the sound,” said Short.
The salmon cat less zooplankton,
and they delecate less of it onto
the musscls. _ .

It's that defecation process we
pick up in the mussel signal,”
said Short.

In 1994 and 1995 there were
large plankton blooms and
healthy returns of pink salmon
in subscquent years. Butin 1996,
the bloom. was 33 percent lower
than the previous two years. The
result was a Jow return of pinks
10 Prince William Sound in 1997,
helping substantiate pristane as
an carly indicator of run strength.

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and
also produces the Alaska Coastal
Currents radio program. The se-
ries is sponsored by the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
to provide information about res-
toration activities within the spill
region. '
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Director of Déve;l;opm’enti "
‘Alaska SeaLife Center

The Alaska Seal.ife Center is a $60 million world class cold water
marine research, rehabilitation and public education facility dedicated
to understanding and mamtaxmng the integrity of the marine ecosys-
tems of Alaska.

- The ASLC is lookmg for a dynamic professional to provide ex-
ecutive leadership in building a comprehendive development program.
The Development Director reports to the Executive Director and works
closely with the Center’s Board of Governors and Board of Directors.
The Development Director will oversee a professional staff that includes

~ a grant administrator, annual membership manager and markcung as-
_ sociates, as well as administrative staff.

Primary responsibilities include; Developmcnt of ovcrall strategic
fund raising ptan; management of complex projects and programs pro-

moting public education, scxenuﬁc research and wildlife rehabilitation;’
working collaborately to further organizational and fund-raising part-

nerships; identification, evaluation, cultivation and solicitation of major
gift prospects; designing, implementation and stewardship of a long-
range program of bequests and planned gxfts cultivation, solicitation
and relationship management of foundations and corporations; admin-

istration. of grant application programs; oversight of annual member-

ship effort and direct mail (acquisitions, renewals, special appeals), ra-
dio, TV and telemarketing campaigns; directing overall marketing ef-

* forts relative to programs, facilities and visitor and tourism components. .

Successful candidates should hold a Bachelor’s degtee in Busi-
ness, Marketing or equivalent field, plus a minimum of five years pro-

gressively responsible experience in development; demonstrate a strong

record of success developing/implementing fund raising plans that re-
sult in major gifts ($100,000 +) from individuals, corporations and foun-
dations, both nationally and internationally; achievement in planned
giving, securing endowments, successful grant writing and knowledge
of marketing strategies and trends. ;

To apply, forward resume, cover letter and salary requirements to:
Executive Director, Alaska Seal ife Ccntcr P.O. Box 1329, Seward,
Alaska 99664. EOE.
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!
oo Seal.ife funded e i —_—
i
The Alaska SeaLife Center has received a $25,000 i
eeeie—noe ... donation by Princess Cruises and Tours. The gift will _— . !
go toward the capual fund-raising campaign for the l
e . visitor componem of thg center, a release said. . !
" The SeaLife Center and Princess Cruises and Tours S
- are cooperatively marketing the Center for 1998. . i
e s —: Princess passengers will have the option to experience i T
" the Alaska SeaL:fe Center e:ther before or after a . i
e e s o e e cm;sc . e i, i e e, o e : —
e i e e e e e e
- S SR . -fF
N _‘______T}IE_A&_ISFHORAGE DAILY NEWS _ DECEMBER 9, 1997 !
o SeaLife Center hires veterinarian
SEWARD — The Alaska SeaLife Center has hired a- - T
staff veterinarian. Dr. Pam Tuomi had been working N
wommememm——e—— | part time at a veterinary clinic in Anchorage and part |- s jjmemn =0
time at the Seal.ife Center, which is under construction ;
e in Seward. She has also served as a part-time consul- _ il .
tant for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state De- : ;
. ‘partment of Fish and Game and the International |
T e e Wildlife Research Association. She will start full time = I'—‘ -
at the center in February, designing and equipping the !
e e ‘veterinary clinic and setting up rehabilitation pro- — U | - -
grams. She also will supervise the use of animals inre- x
search projects. The SeaL.ife Center is the first cold-- .~ ik
T water marine research center in the Western Hemi- ) T T T
. sphere. It will combine research, rehabilitation and vis- 1
e m——— I | {5 o educanon S - L
e o ok o o S 8 e i e . et — ; e ————
@
—— S - e e e e
|
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‘Hammer head

UPPOSE AN arsonist set fire to a house and that neighbors
rushed to save as much of the home as they could. Then, the
coxmnunity-piwhes in to rebuild the structure. _

Now suppose at a ceremony dedicating the newly constructed .
house, the arsonist shows up to present an award to the community
for its teamwork in- the rebuilding job. He calls it hlS “hammer
award” '

How would the community receive thls commendatmn‘? No one.
would be very impressed, would they? Well, it isn’t necessary to
make suppositions because this scenario — as unlikely as it may
seem — actually occurred, right here in Anchorage s

Rather than an arsonist, it was the vice president of the Umted
States who was involved. In place of a house being set afire, it was a
number of federal resource agencies that were bemg gutted by the
Clinton administration. And instead of showing up in person at a
dedication ceremony, the vice presuient sent a stand-in to make his
hammer award. )
- Al Gore’s representahve was here last Fnday to be at the grand
opening ceremonies of the Alaska Resources Library and Informa-
tion Services, called ARLIS for short. Judy Kusek presented a ham-
mer aubographed by Gore to a number of federal and state officials
for their roles in combining the collections of eight different federal
and state independent agency libraries under one roof.

She said ARLIS was an example of re-inventing government, and
implied that her boss, Al Gore deserved credlt for making it all hap-
pen. Whatgall. -

This is not to find fault with the ARLIS facility, 1tself Without a
doubt, the resource library is a tremendous asset for Alaska. People
from all walks of life will benefit from the thousands of volumes of
reference material dealmg with the natural and cultural resources
of this state. -

Housed at the ARLIS located on the corner of C Street and 31st
Avenue, are the Alaska collections from the U.S. Minerals Manage-
ment Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the National Park
Service, U.S. Geological Survey, Fish & Wildlife Service, state De-
partment of Fish & Game, Arctic Environmental Information and

‘Data Center, the Oil Spill Public Information Center and a number
of other federal and state agencies.

©_Butlet's keep in perspective how this facility came to be The

Clinton administration was in the process of moving out of Alaska a

number of these resource collections. Some were headed for Denver.

Alaska miners and other interested parties objected loudly. A

number of Alaskans, including Sen. Ted Stevens-and officials from

" the University of Alaska Anchorage, ralhed to keep the documents

.. here within the new ARLIS facility.

Then Gore hands out hammers. Whoop de do.

'I'HEANCHORAGETIMES PO Box 100040 Anchorage,AK 99510 T
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' TODAY

*'Alaska Libertarian Party meets at 5:30 p.m. at

Qupqugiag Coffee House, 640 W. 36th Ave. (566-1235)

1997 Alaska State Cheerleader Conference and

" Competition is at the Sheraton Anchorage Hotel today,

with classes from 8:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. and a competition

- -at 7 p.m. On Saturday at West High School, the partner

stunt competition starts at 9 a.m., followed by practice;
the main event — the squad competmon — begins at

- 6:30 p.m. and is open to the public. This is the 11th year

for this event, which will feature cheerleading teams from
around the state and local teams from Colony, Palmer,

" Wasilla, Anchorage Christian School, Chugiak, West and

Bartlett high schools. (Holly, 333-3596, or 561-5752)
~'Alaska World Affairs Council presents Jack

.~ - .. Roderick, author of "Crude Dreams: A Personal History
.-,...of Oil and Politics in Alaska,” discussing “Oil and Politics
.- -in Alaska,” at noon in the Anchorage Hilton Hotel Chart

" Room. Cost for lunch and lecture is $16 for members,

$18 for nonmembers; $5 for coffee and lecture and $4 for

students for coffee and lecture. (276-8038)

" Anchorage International Chapter, Rotary Club
meets at noon at WestCoast International Inn, 3333 W.

. " International Airport Road. Local writer Fern Chandonnet
. wili speak on “English. Only." (Reservations, 243-2233)

American Soclety tor Training and Development,
Southcentral Alaska Chapter, meets at 11:30 a.m. at the
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel. Guest speaker - Beverly
Gallant presents “Communication through Clothing.”
(Steve Berkshire, 564-8365)

L Anchoragé Senior Center: The Health and Wellness

Potluck begins at 1 p.m., and the Young at Heart Band
plays at 8:30 at.the Friday Night Dance. The center is at
1300 E. 19th Ave. (258-7823) .

" Alaska Resources Library and Information Ser-
vices Grand Opening is at 11 a.m. at 3150 C St., Suite

- 10. ARLIS has been formed from eight libraries to focus

on Alaska's natural resources. The grand opening will
feature Sen. Ted Stevens, Lt. Gov. Fran Uimer and
Mayor Rick Mystrom, and the open house wnll run
through the day. (278-8012) -

AWAIC Silent Auction, to benrefit women and chil-
dren-at the Abused Women's Aid in Crisis shelter, has a

- theme of “Silent Nights" and features wine and hors
" d'oeuvres from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Hotel Captain

Cook, Quarterdeck. Tickets cost $25 and are available
by calling 279-9581.
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'Habltat purchase ralses questlons at council

by Hal Spence
Staff Writer :

Differences between members of -the
newly elected Homer City Council became
apparent Monday when the council voted 4-
2 to proceed with the purchase of private
holdings on the Homer Spit and Beluga
Slough to protect wildlife habitat.

Most of the money for the land acquisi-
tions — over $1 million — will come from
the Exxon Valdez oil spill settlement fund,
though $41,000 will come from city coffers.

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council determined in October that pur-
chase of the properties met all the require-
. ments of its mission — to set aside land for
wildlife in an effort to help restore
resources damaged by the 1989 spill.

But what the spill council decided was
- a fair price for the land did not sit well with
two new members of the Homer council.

“I'm against this one,” Councilman
Luke Welles said. “The price is way out of
line.”

He said the appraised values were far
above the Kenai Peninsula Borough tax
assessment on the parcels and that the
prices being offered were good only for the

owners who, as far as he could tell, he sa:d
didn’t live in Homer. The money, he said,

would be better spent buying and protecting -

land around Homer's watershed near
Bridge Creek Reservoir.

Welles also said the city budget has a
hard time paying for the upkeep of the 266
acres of parks it has now. Adding another
107 acres on the Spit and in the Slough
doesn’t make sense, he said.

Councilman Ray Kranich agreed, say-
ing there were better things to do with that

money and that the properties aren’t good .

candidates for development anyway.

Councilman Dennis Leach countered

that the city had no conlrol over. the bor-

ough assessments or the appraisal. The

appraisal, he said, was a two-step process in
which local appraiser Dave Derry did the
initial appraisal, followed by a review by
state and federal appraisers.

He also pointed out the reservoir's sur-

roundings-are not within the purview of the

trustee council’s mission, thus an impossi-
ble alternative to the tidal lands.

Leach said that if Homer turns down
the money and the responsibility for hus-
banding the property afterward, the trustee

councul will simply” find an alternative
small-parcel purchase somewhere else.

He noted that purchase of the property
- has won the overwhelming support of city
--commissions; the Chamber of Commerce
- and the general public, for whom protection

of_the environment has not only aesthetic
value but economic value 100.

In its report, the trustee council recog-
nized, among other things, the 1mpon.ancc
of the land 1o shorebirds.

“This is a tourism issue,” Leach ‘old

.. his, colleagues “It’s fine, if you gays want
“to vote against the tourism industry,

because that's what you are doing.”

Councilman Kurnt Marquardt, who has
worked hard to promotc the purchase using
oil-spill money, said setting aside' the land
for habitat would pay dividends far into the
future, and urged other mcmbers to support
the resolution. ‘

He also said the tidal land won't need
much in the way of city “maintenance
because the whole purpose of lhe acqussn-
tion is 1o leave it alone. v

The key vote — one that avoided,the‘
possibility of throwing a council tie into the ..

lap of M{xyor Jack Cushing — was

» Councﬁman Al Waddell's.

--Also a new member, Waddell split with
Welles and Kranich, saying he fully sup:
ported the land acquisition and had no prob-
lem with the price tag. “lt,will add to the
tourist industry,” he said.

. In other business, the council post-
poned introduction of an ordinance to recre- |

-ate a rezone along Main Street that would

permit auto-related business including car

" sales. An Alaska SupremeiCourt decision

forced the council last montj‘! to dissolve the
zone. The issue had 1o do with conflict of .
interest. not the zone itself, o

“The council debated whether or not

‘Waddell had a.conflict and decided to seek
the opinion: of the city atiorney before

ceeding further. ‘ ‘
The council also passed a resolution
opposing any plan’ by state and federal
game managers to relocate a portion of
Anchoragcﬁ Canada goose population to
the Homer area, and approved a contract for

“'$130,000_with the Anchorage engiaeering
firm” Anderson Bjomnstad Kane Jacobs to

des:gn a new mumpurpose ocean dock at
the site of the city’s Main Dock.
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Mussel beds sngnal food productlon in Pnnce Wllllam Sound

Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon
Valdez ran aground in Prince’ Willlam Sound, spilling
nearly 11 millions gsallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has
since told quite a iot about the spill's long-term effects.
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council is providing this column focusing on tha ongolng
T ocovery within the spill reglon ’

By JODY SEITZ

" A chemical tracer made by a special type of animal
plankton may signal a low return of salmon a year in
advance. The tracer is called pristane, and it appears
to reflect the abundance of an important food source
for salmon — calenoid copepods ;

Pristane is a naturally occurring hydrocarbon creat-

ed by the copepods. Salmon feeding on plankton emit

pristane through their feces, which drops to the ocean
floor. It ultimately is taken up m filter feeders such as
clams and mussels.

Researchers have leamned to measure the pristane

levels by sampling mussels. In this way, they can

‘of zooplankton

‘the sound and

gauge the level
production in

determine the
feeding success -
of salmon fry,
which is key to
their survival,

Last summer, research chemist Jeff Short, of the
" National Marine Fisheries Service Auke Bay

Laboratory, visited one of the sound’s hatcheries. He
sampled the levels of pristane in the mussels before
and after the hatchery relcased 120 million pink
salmon fry. .

“I was able to observe the Juvcmlc pink salmon .

feeding on the zooplankton and defecating directly

over the mussels that I'd been sampling,” said Short..

“Consequently we saw a spectacular rise in the pris-

. tane concentrations that were in the mussels.” .
The pristane “signal” shows up along with the zoo-

plankton bloom around the sound. It starts in the most

,wuﬁnmnmmuﬁn

prou:cted rcmote comers where there is less wmd
The water column stabilizes and generates an explo-. |
sion of mxcroscopxc plants. That attracts the zoo- .
plankton rising from the deepest parts of the sound.:
“If there's less energy there and its not available for

" as long, then you don’t get as many zooplankton in:
‘the sound,” said Short.

The salmon eat less zooplankton, and they defccalc
less of it onto the mussels.

“It’s that defecation process we pxck up in the mus-
sel signal,” said Short. - - ;

In 1994 and 1995 there were large plankton blooms -}
and healthy returns of pmk salmon in subscquent
years. :
But in 1996, the bloom was. 33 percem lower than
the previous two years. The result was a low return
of pinks to Prince William Sound in 1997, hclpm
substantiate pristane as an early indicator of ru.-
strength. .

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program.




v o one can argue with lhe fact that commercial fishing -
LY " families from Cordova to Kodiak took it hard during the

-
¢

4 —KODI  JAILY MIRROR, Friday, November 21, 1997

Alaska Coastal

Currents
| By Joe Hunt

summer of the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Nearly every her-

-ring and salmon fishery in the region was canceled that summer due

to floating oil.

. . When the state and federal governments settled their joint lawsuit
_ against Exxon, the agreement specifically stated that the money must

be used to help recovery of the natural resources as well as recovery

.. of the human services: subsistence, recreation and commercial fishing.

. Commercial fishing has benefitted in several ways. The Exxon

= Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council’s habitat programs have protected

" salmon moving through Cook Inlet are going so that they can better -

*_ hundreds of miles of anadromous waterways providing basic protec-

tion for spawning and rearing sockeye, pink, coho and king salmon.
In addition, many research projects seek to improve the health of
commercial fish specnes and provnde the tools for better fisheries
management ’

" In Cook Inlet, state fisheries biologists are using genetic coding to
-~ détermine exactly to which systems sockeye salmon are returning.

Fisheries managers have long sought a way 10 determine where the

~ protect individual rivers and creeks.

“Genetic identification takes some of the mystery out of it,” said -

Stan Senner, science coordinator for the Council. “It allows better

in- season decisions concerning fisheries management and helps se-

. cure the future health of salmon populations.”

- Hatchery raised pinks in Prince William Sound are now being

; identiﬁed through a new process known as otolith mass marking.
= Mass marking is expected to eliminate the labor-intensive process of

: tagging tiny salmon fry. Researchers have learned that changes in-~

* water temperature will cause distinctive patterns, much like the rings
E ofa tree, to develop on the earbone (or otolith) of young salmon fry.
. This lets fisheries managers accurately identify to which hatcheries

adult pink salmon are returning.
On Kodiak Island, a fish bypass was renovated at Little Waterfall
Creek to open additional spawning habitat for pink and coho salmon.

During its first year after renovation, 44 percent of the returning
. pink salmon passed through the bypass, twice the percentage that

) reached the upper river before the renovation.

* A project at Port Dick Creek on the Kenai Peninsula also opened
more habitat for spawning. That creek was excavated to restore
spawning habitat buried by debris after the 1964 earthquake. During

its first year 572 pinks and 300 chum salmon entered the newly

- opened tributarics and spawned, gencrating a pro;cclcd contribution

of more than 11,600 adults.

The collapse of the herring populauon in Prince William Sound

" brought a halt to the lucrative tishery for four years. Council-funded

'_ research identified a viral disease and fungus as the probable reasons - -

for the crash. Further studies are attempting to |denufy possible

" triggers that caused the latent virus to spread.

Other herring research has identified for the first time where juve-

nile herring spend their first winter. “Continuing studies are trying to .

determine what factors affect the survival rate of young herring.
" In other projects, lakes have been fertilized, salmon runs enhanced,

- and the impacts of over-escapement studied.

Joe Hunt reported on the Exxon Valdez oil spill for The Anchor-
age Times. He currently serves as communications coordinator for
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, which sponsors this
series. .

v




Alaska Seal.ife

~ center receives

$25,000 donatton

Princess Crm‘ses and Princess
Tours donated $25.000 to Seward's

Alaska SeaLife Center, scheduled

- ‘gb toward the capital fund-mmng

L campanzn funding the visitor com- ’

ponent of the center.

The center.and Princess are “
cooperatively marketing the center, -

which is included as a feature in
two Princess “Voyage of the
Glaciers™ [1-day cruisc tours and is
"~ expected to be a popular shore

excursion for many of the passen-.

gers on board.
“Princess Tours and Cruises is
looking forward to working with

i

*'t0 open in May. 1998. The gift will -

CORDOVA TIMES-

' NOVEMBER-20, 1997

the Center. said Dean Brown. pres: '

~ ident of Princess Tours. “The -
- Alaska Sealife Center will greatly

enhance our passengers’ experiefice

. in Seward while on the Gulf of

Alaska cruises and cruise tours.” .
The Alaska Seal.ife Center is

Alaska's largest tourism infrastruc- °

ture, at 115,000 square feet. The
center will combine rehabilitation
with research and visitor education
and be home to Stellar sea lions,
harbor seals and a variety of sea
b:rds .

3

TbeAlaska joamal of Commerce Nomnber24 1997 ©

‘ Street Talk

« Princess Cruises and Tours has do--
nated $25,000 to the Alaska Sealife Center
in Seward set to open in May. The donation
“will go toward the capital fund-raising cam-
paign for the visitors center portion of the -

facility. The center is included on Pnnc&s

tourpackagesnextyw
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Alaska Sealife Ce’n'i‘:e‘h

‘Make A Lasting
Impression in the
Circle of Honor

M e pRICES

Seward’s Circle
of Honor

1 line of Inscription $100
(14 characters)

A Limited Number of e
Bricks Will be Sold on a . S : il e W - "2 Lines 6115
First Come-First Serve | R

Basis to Seward '
]
'
'

R S (14 characters each line)

0

3 Lines $125
(14 characters each line)

& o
(32 AN
R HATITIN
#11V TAN N
"uum\“‘
L)

. Residents Only

See Your Name, School/Team
Name, Club or Company Name
Engraved on One or More

Personalized Bricks

Choose from a Selection
of Available Symbols
Add $25

Company Logos with

Use the Order Form. in your.
Inscription (Quote basis)

Seward Phoenin Log or Pick up

Order Forms At These Locations: . $150-175

The Alaska "ahop, Bob's Market, STOP BY OUR O.L?:I((:‘:?Se ;\T 201 37° AVE. {Contributions are Tax Deductible)

The Breeze kﬂﬂ, 639‘0 E‘f& %0’0, 1OAM'5PM ‘: FED 3 CD eD £ oD 6D 00 0D 0 T g iy(;\
€agle Quality Center, Seward Drug gﬁé;%%ﬁg%%gr?AtLiaéggfgggg { Bricks will go on Sale || 1y

or Three Bears

ASK FOR JUDY KING - o U November 7—4“1, 1997 U




EVOS Trustees land pitch
Williams was the only council
member to vote against authorizing
the sale of 50 acres of city land to
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council for less the fair market val:
ue, as part of a package to entice the

VALDEZ VANGUARD

Trustee Council to purchase Wayne - - & ool Do e

Blondeau's shoreline property west -
of Mineral Creek to be used as a
proposed marine park.

“We're using public land to try -
and leverage the purchase of private -
lands . That bothers me. I justdon’t
feel it is in the best interest of the
community,” Williams said.

Cobb said the land is “undevel- " .,
opable” because it is wetland, and i
there’s a federal ban on wetland ‘ '
development. Council Member -

" Lynn Chrystal said the city would
still have some control of the land.
because the EVOS Council would
turn the land over to the Alaska
State Parks, which would develop
the area according to a joint city- - -
state management plan. . '

Cobb said the city has a hearing
Dec. 18 with the trustee council to

. discuss the land package.

KODIAK MIRROR NOVEMBER 18, 1997 -

Conservation fund

buys Karluk land

The Conservation Fund has purchased a 5.46-acre tract on Karluk
Lagoon, to secure public access and protect wildlife habitat.

The tract is one of five, properties acquired from Wards-Cove '

Packing Company for an undisclosed sum.
The property will eventually be transferred to the Alaska Depar(-
ment of Fish and Game, Brad Meiklejohn, Alaska representatnvc for

The Conservation Fund, said.
" Len Schwanz, ADF&G sports fish bnologlst said the property will

be helpful in management of the Karluk salmon run.

The Conservation Fund is a national land trust that has been pur-
chasing land in the Kodiak area since 1994.

“This is the first of several acquisitions we have in ‘the Karluk
area,” Melklejohn said. “We are also lookma at the possibility of a
conservation easement on the lower Karluk.”

In 1995, the Conservation Fund donated 'H8 acres in Uyak Bay to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

NOVEMBER. 19, 1997




SealL.ife Center
birds settle in

By JON LITTLE
Daily News Peninsula Bureau

.SOLDOTNA — The Alaska Seal.ife Center is

“still under construction, but some of its tenants

already are flying into Seward. Six tufted puffins
and eight common murres recently arrived from
New York and Florida, by airplane. .

They are temporarily housed at the University
of Alaska’s Institute of Marine Science, next door
to the huge new Seal.ife Center in Seward, center
officials said. They will move to their permanent
home inside the center early in 1998. -

“The birds all arrived in excellent condition
and -have adapted beautifully to the cooler weath-

. er and their new surroundings,” said the center’s

veterinarian, Pam Tuomi.

The six puffins were flown in from New
York’s Central Park Zoo-on Oct. 30. They joined
seven puffin chicks that arrived from Oregon

Coast Aquarium in September. The common -

murres arrived from Sea World in Florida on
Nowv. 6.

Murres and buffiﬁs, members of the alcid

family, are some of the
deepest-diving sea birds.
Puffins can dive to 250 feet

and murres to 600 feet, to feed - .
- bare rock. Puffins, mean-

on fish and shellfish.

Center officials say the
birds are natural roommates,
and the artificial habitats
created at the center will

‘mirror the birds’ natural

roosts. In the wild, they
share steep cliffs, each as-

"suming a different niche.

Murres nest in horizontal
cracks, laying their eggs on

while, dig burrows in the soil
at the tops of cliffs.

" The birds 'won't be on dis-
play until the center’s opening,

which is scheduled for May. |
The 115,000-square-foot

Sealife Center is the first .
~cold-water marine research

center 'in the Western Hemi-
sphere. It will combine public
education with research and
wildlife’ rehabilitation, and
will be home to Steller sea li-
ons, harbor seals and
seabirds.
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Eelgrass beds provnde
important habitat -

. The recovery of cclgrass beds .

following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill has helped the recovery of
numerous intertidal creatures that
depend on thc eclgrass for sur-
vival. '

Eelgrass hcds flourish in the still
waters of lagoons and backwalter
bays. Their soft mud and verdant
leaves are home to clams, tiny
snails, crabs, worms, musscls, and
plankton. It's a haven for salmon
smolt, herring and other tiny fishes
and a smorgasbord for waicrfowl,
river otters, and sea olters.

As oil from thc Exxon spill

settled into Herring Bay, Sleepy

Bay, and Bay of Isles it affected
the grass, clams, crabs, scastars
and tiny organisms called amphi-
pods. an important food for fish
and hirds. Following the oil came
cleanup workers in boats, scarring
the beds with anchors, and at low

tide, mowing the u.!vra\s with

propwash,

Scientists wmp.m,d unoiled
sites with oiled sites at severil lo-
cations in Prince William Sound
from 1991-1995. The first year
after the spill, they Todnd Tess seed
production and fewer inventebes
at oiled sites. The il kifled am-
phipads, larvil belnwet crabs, sun-

- Hower scastars, and leather stars,

The way recovery occurmed was
somewhat of a surprise.  Accord-
ing to Stephen Jewett of the Uni-

versity of Alaska Fairbanks. a lead -

investigator of the intertidal stud-

_ics, mother nature basically
cleaned itself up. . The. oil didn't
simply evaporate. It was incorpo-
rated into the food chain.

The breakdown of the oil leads
to increased microbial activity
which in wm leads to an increase
of a number of organisms that feed
on those microbes and right on up

the food chain,” said Jewett..
The presence of oil” meant the
presence of much more carbon.

‘Many bottom dwellers' can actu-
“ally usc the carbon from oil as it

degrades. There was an ‘cxplo-
sion of polychacte worms and tiny
mussels, a favorite food of diving

duicks.

. During prcvaous spills, scientists
lcamcd that hydrocarbon levels up
to about 500 parts per billion may

“actually enhance microbial activ-

ity. But hydrocarbon levels in the
waler column become toxic when
they exceed 500 1o XX parts.per
hillion. The average level of hy-
drocarbons in 1990 ranged greatly
from 45 10 15,253 purts per hil-
lion in the oiled areas, but most
were in the rangé that causes on:
hancement of bottom dwelling or-
SUnisms.

“An awful lot of bacterial de-
composition of the oil oceurred.
Muost of the toxic Jractions were
fost within sight of & couple of
vears.” said Jewett. The oil-de-
erading hacteria was most abun.

Jantin 1990 ;u\d'dcclincgi steandily

in the following vears,
When studies eaded in
there were lew di
tveen odled und uneded
Hydrocarbon levels and the abun-
dance and types of life forms in
the cefgrass beds was generadly
like that of thg:beds never hit by
ail.

ISYS,
Terences b
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“hrates, such as sea stars, have not

fully recovered, and the oil-can-
suming bacteria was sull more
abundant at oded sites.  This is
consistent with ohservations after
the Amoca. Cadiz spill off the
coast of France, where the bottom

_environment of the Bay of Morlaix

ook more thun a dccadu to fully
recover.

By Jodly Sei

Ala_ska Co’as‘tal‘
Currents
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Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and
also produces the Alaska Coastal
Currents radio program. The se-

. ries is sponsored by the Exxon

Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

1o provide information about res-
{toration activities within the spdl
_region.
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Restoration of salmon, herrmg beneflt flshlng mdustry

Editor's note: it has been eight years since the Exxon
Valdez ran aground In Prince William Sound, spilling
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has
since told quite a lot about the spill's Tong-term effects.
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing
recovery within the spill region.

By JOE HUNT

No one can argue with the fact that commercial
fishing families from Cordova to Kodiak took it hard
-during the summer of the Exxon Valdez -oil spill.
Nearly every herring and salmon fishery in the region
was canceled that summer due to floating oil.

When the state and federal governments settled
their joint lawsuit against Exxon, the agreement
specifically stated that the money must be used to
help recovery of the natural resources as well as
recovery of the human services: subsistence, recre-
ation and commercial fishing.

Commercial fishing has benefited in several ways.
The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council's habitat
programs have protected hundreds of miles of
anadromous waterways providing basic protection
for spawning and. rearing sockeye, pink, coho and
king salmon. In addition, many research projects seek
to improve the health of commercial fish for better
fisheries management.

In Cook Inlet, state fisheries biologists are using

genetic coding
to determine
exactly to
which systems
sockevye
salmon  are
returning.
Fisheries man-
agers have long
sought a way to determine where the salmon moving
through Cook Inlet are going so that they can better
protect individual rivers and creeks.

Rustorsion sext recovery Diowirg e Hoon Wakaerol] it

“Genetic identification takes some of the mystery

out of it,” said Stan Senner, science coordinator for
the council. “It allows better in-season decisions con-

‘cerning fisheries management and hclps secure the

future health of salmon populauons
Hatchery raised pinks in Prince William Sound are
now being identified through a new process known as

~ otolith mass marking. Mass marking is expected to-

eliminate the labor-intensive process of mggmg tiny
salmon fry.

Researchers have learned that changes in water
temperature will cause distinctive patterns, much like
the rings of a tree, to develop on the earbone (or
otolith) of young salmon fry. This lets fisheries man-
agers accurately identify to which hatcheries adult
pink salmon are returning.

On Kodiak Island, a fish bypass was renovated at -

Litle Waterfall Creek to open additional spawning

habitat for pink and coho salmon. Durinp its first year

~ after renovation, 44 percent of the rcturning pink

salmon passed through the bypass, twice the pereent-
age that reached the upper river before the renova-
tion.

A project at Port Dick Creek on thc Kenai
Peninsula” also opened more habitat for spawning.
The creek was excavated to restore spawning habitat
buried by debris after the 1964 earthquake.

During its first year 572 pinks and 300 chum

.salmon entered the newly opened tributaries and

spawned, generating a projected contribution of more

“than 11,600 adults.

The collapse. of the herring population in Prince
William Sound brought a halt to the lucrative fishery
for four years. Council-funded research identified a
viral disease and fungus as the probable reasons for

-the crash. Further studies are attempting to identify

possible triggers that caused the latent virus to
spread.

. Other herring research has identified for the first
time where juvenile herring spend their first winter.
Continuing studies are trying to determine what fac-
tors affect the survival rate of young herring.

In, other projects, lakes have been fertiliz

'salmon runs enhanced. and the lmpaus of ov.
. escapement studied.

Joe Hunt is the communications coordinator for -
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council.

.\




By Erlc Fry

LOG Staff

The City Council unanimously

authorized the administration on
Nov. 6 to negotiate an agreement
with Kenai Fjords Tours todevelop a
" passenger dock on city tidelands at
the Alaska SeaLife Center. '

The dock would bring more peo-
ple to the ScaLife Center and reduce
downtown traffic, especially of bus-
es, proponents said. The Downtown
Business Association and the

SealLife Center suppont the dock. -
_ The 30-foot by 100-foot floating

~ dock would sit perpendicular to the

 metal breakwater east of the center |
. dbereached by an 80- to 100-foot
* .Np. Some uplands would be paved

for a passenger waiting area and a
ucket booth.
Under the proposal Kenai Fjords

Tours, a wholly owned subsidiary of ~
Cook!nlclRemon!nc would build,

maintain and probably manage the
dock, but allow competitors to use a
berth. ‘

Kenai Fjords Tours would use its
side of the dock for free because it
had invested in it, but competitors
would pay city moorage or passenger

_WARD PHOENIX LOG
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City Council
,_OKs dock idea

r

.-

fees; which would be shared with
Kenai Fjords Tours and the SeaL.ife
Center. .

The city has a boat moorage fee
of $1 a foot a day, or 50 cents a foot
for stays of less than 12 hours.
Qutside of the small-boat harbor, it
has a passenger fee of $2 a person,
which currently docsn’t apply any-
where. The city probably would
apply the greater of the two fees,
said  Harbormaster

* Singleton.
Dock users would need at least
85 million in liability insurance and

would have to hold harmless the city,

Kenai Fjords Tours and the Seal.ife:

Center..

Singleton said he wanted Kenai
Fjords Tours to manage the dock, so
that the city would be one step
removed from liability.

Tom Tougas, president of Kenai
Fjords Tours, said the dock, which
would be an anchored barge basical-

+ ly, would cost $320,000-$500,000 to

build. It would be removed and dry-
docked in the winter.
Tougas' plan is to carry his cus-

" tomers from the small-boat harbor to
Fox Island and Kenai Fjords .
National Park, and drop off some’
. passengers at the Scal.nfe Ccntcr on

- the way back. .
-~ He figures that cruise sh1p pas-
. sengers and visitors who aré staying

downtown would use the service —

perhaps 12,000 a'season. A user of

Foster.

the other berth, which might be

Major Marine Tours. the only other -

large-boat tour operator currently in
Seward, might drop off 10,000 pas-

sengers, Tougas said.

Council members generally sup-
ported the plan, but some wondered
about negotiating directly with Kenai
Fjords Tours rather than requesting
proposals.

Two citizens, Brad Snowden and
Edward Fenwick, said they were
concerned about the lack of an RFP
and the length of the proposed lease
— 20 years wuh wo S-year exten-
sions. A

City admxmstrators said there
wasn't ime for an RFP, although the
idea has been kicked around for two
years. Tougas wants the dock in
place for the SeaLife Center's
expected opening in May 1998,

- Tougas also argued that no other
Seward operator was interested in
building a dock. Acting City.
Manager Rick Gifford suggested that

an RFP would leave the city where it |
is now, with Kenai Fjords Tours’. -

offer.

Mark Holland, owner of Major
Marine Tours, told the council in.a
letter that a4 dock would be benefi-
cial to day cruise operators, but said
he didn't have the cash to invest in
one. <L -
But Holland also said that if cus-
tomers embark and disembark from

the Seal ife Center, they could avoid

the small-boat harbor entirely. “This
would, of course, negatively impact

any tour boat operator that did not
“have access to such a facility,”

Holland wrote.

He asked that any tour operator
be allowed to sell tickets and accept
passengers at the SeaLife Center
dock.

But it’s not likely that the dock
could accept small vessels. The seas
can be rough in front of the break-
water. It's not sheltered like the
small-boat harbor, Singleton said.

The dock would be suitable for
60- to 100-foot boats, Tougas said.
“If a vessel and a dock are relatively
the same size, they'll pretty much
move in unison” with the waves, he
told the council. '

Even so, Tougas said his boats
might not be able to use it 10 percent
of the time because of the seas.

To alter the dock to be usable by
21-foot vessels, for example; would
make it unusable by anyone,

Singleton said, because the dock

would be too light and would bounce
around in the waves. -

Tougas himself brought up anoth-
er concern, that of sport fishing at the
breakwater. He said the anchoring
chains would be directly under the
dock. so that anglers’ casts wouldn't
be likely to get caught in them. The
upland loading area, which would be
8 feet wide, would be set back 10 feet
from the breakwater, leaving room

» for fishermen, he said.

The council plans to hold a work
session before it votes on the negoti-
ated agreements, which could be in
December.

The council met last Thursday,

_ rather than Monday this week,

because many members were sched-
uled to attend the Alaska Municipal
League meeting in Ketchikan.
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Kenal’s
five-year
plan gets
refined

Council organizes
priorities for city

" By DAVE O. LUCAS
Peninsula Clarion

“The Kenai City Council got -

together Wednesday at the Kenai
‘Community Library in another
informal session designed to help
the members hash out a plan for the
city's development into the next
century.
- Call it: How do we get there
from here? As any good business
person will tell you, one of the most
important keys to success is build-
ing a good plan, with long- and
short-term goals. -

Workmg off a list of future pro-
jects and improvements to the
city’s infrastructure developed at"
the last work session, where Mayor
John Williams asked council mem-
bers to picture where they saw the
~ city in five to 10 years and brain-
storm about how to'get there, the
_ seven-member group began
attaching tentative dates and prior-
ities to the projects they envi-

-- sioned.

“We're gomg to continue to
shape our list into a five-year plan
that's doable and realistic, funding-
wise,”said Williams. “If we lay out

+ a plan and follow it pretty closely,

[ think we can get a lot accom-
- plished.” -

Like most municipal govem-
ments, the city of Kenai depends
heavily on state and federal money
- to fund big-ticket infrastructure
items, such as roads, water and
sewer upgrades or other major con-
struction. [n the past few years, the

trend at the state level has been .

toward less and less funding being
made available to local govern-

ments.

- Williams said he was hopcful
this trend would turn around in the
next few years, but whether it does
or not, having a good, solid plan in
place for implementation of the
projects, the council believes, will

- help Kenai compete for what dol-
lars are available. .
With that in mind, council mem-

bers set down four items from their

long-term capital improvements

list as the top priorities for inclusion
in the state Legislature’s budget for
the 1999 fiscal year.

Number one on the list was

$700,000 for design and engineer- -

ing of a new city water treatment

~ plant. The new plant will be a
_necessity for the city by the year

2002, and the sooner the city can
start planning for its construction
the better, said council member Ray
Measles.

Second on the list was $2.5 mil-
lion for maintenance and upgrades
of city streets and roads. Third was

$300,000 for design and engineer-
ing of a new city shop. Fourthonthe -
list was a request for projects that
would help the city cope with prob-
lems created by the dipnet fishery at
the mouth of the Kenai River,
including paving the parking areaat
the city dock, building anew launch
ramp, construction of a new dock
access road, development of better
access to the south side of the river
and additional parking at the
Spruce Street beach access.

. The total cost of all the dipnet-.
related projects is in excess of $2
million. However, the south side

access and Spruce Sueet parking
projects will be submitted for fund-

ing from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
fund.

All the money to fund the

~ enhancements to the dipnet fishery

should come from sources “outside
the city,” said Williams, and an
emphasis will be placed on tapping

" state and federal sources for

wildlife recreation money 10 fund

 those projects.

“At the very least, I'd really like
to have that parking lot built before
the next dipnet season,” said
Williams.
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Survwal rates for harleq

Editor's note: u has been etghl years since the Exxon
Valdez ran aground in Prince ‘William Sound, spilling
nearly 11 millions gallons of-Alaska crude oil. Time has
since told, quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects.
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez-Qil Spill Trustes

Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing

recovery within the spill region. The idea of this column
is to explain, over time, the many aspects of recovery
and restoration and what if. means 1o the people. who
live, work and play in the oil spill region. -

" By JODY SErz

Research shows harlequins in lhe spill area don’t
do as well in winter. .

Two years of research show harlequm ducks in the
oiled areas of Prince William Sound still have lower
rates of survival than harlequins in areas never hit'by
oil.

Like other seabirds, harlequms live relatively long
lives. Their population size is more affected by the
number of breeding females than the number of

chicks they produce. That’s why oil spill research-

now centers on comparing adult female wmter sur-
vival in oiled and non-oiled areas.
Prince William Sound is home to both migratory

and resident
harlequins,
which overwin-
ter in the
sound. Each
spring some of . .
the sound’s /
harlequing’
nove inland to
mountain streams to breed and lay their €ggs, return-
ing with their young in summer.

-Al the end ofisummer the birds lose their flight
feathers for about a month. Rescarchers take advan-
tage of this molting period to capture harlequins, and
implant radio transmitters for monitoring their sur-
vival and movements.

For three consecutive years, scientists have conduct-
ed a kind of “*duck round-up.” using kayaks to herd the

mmmmnmwuw

* flightless flocks into corrals made of nets. Researchers

then count and band the birds, take blood samples and
implant some with tiny radio transmitters.
According to research biologist. Dan Esler of the

"U.S. Geological Survey, the study has had similar

outcomes during each of the first two years. “This

- year as in last year the survival rates were similar

between oiled and unoiled areas through fall,” said

n ducks in spill area down

Esler, “and then survival in the oiled areas beeai,
progressively poorer starting mid-winter.”
The transmitters have a temperature-sensative -

‘mortality switch that is activaicd when the bird dies.

During the 1995-96 winter, the chance of survival
was 17 percent lower for ducks.in the oiled areas; and
during the 1996-97 winter; 8. percent. Mostof the
birds lived and died in the same arca whcrc thcy were,
originally captured. -

Scientists want to know if food supply or contin-
ted exposure to oil are responsible for the harlequin
population’s apparent lack of recovery. The harlequin
studies are part of a larger program to asscss-the food
supply and health of scvcral nearshorc *;pcucs mjurcd
by the oil spill.

Questions remain rcgardmg the: genctic d:sun«,-
tiveness of the sound’s harlequins. If the brecding
populations are totally isolated, with no immigration:
i'd be especially damaging for populations on the
oiled side if female survival rates are poor.

*That would mean the populauon is dcchnmg ata
steep rate. and no birds are coming in to fill in the
gaps.” Esler said.

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the
AIaska Coastal Currents radio program.
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Museum brlngs past to ln‘e for Kodlak area residents

Editor’s note: it has been eight years since the Exxon
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has
since told qulte a lot about the spiii's iong-term effects.
To help tell the story,.the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing
recovery within the spill region,

By JODY SEMZ

. The 2-year-old Alutilq Museum is reaching back
thousands of years and bringing the past home to
Kodiak. The museum staff aim not only to educate
people but to salvage and study Alutiiq prehistoric
sites before thcy disappear.

The first major archaeological project was in the
fall of 1995. Archaeologists revisited the well-known
Karluk I site to salvage its remaining treasures before
they were swept away by the eroding effects of the
Karluk River,

Karluk I was specxal among archaeologists sites

" throughout the world. It was conunuously occupied

for more than 1,000 years. Many items were pre-

served that normally do not survive the ravages of
time and weather.

By 1995, the site was rapxdly eroding. Many rare
artifacts were being thrown into the lagoon and dete-
riorating, rotting in the muck of the Karluk River.

Museum archaeologists did a reconnaissance. “We

picked up
everything we
could find that
was lying in the
river,” said_
Amy Steffian,
museum cura-
tor, “‘and then
we excavated
portions of the site to save the material before the site
was ultimately destroyed by winter storms.

During the next two summers the excavation
added thousands of pieces to the museum’s collec-
tion, preserving the best view of late prehistoric
Alutiiq culture that there is, according to Steffian.

mummh&m%!ﬂ

“There’s no other site like this site that we know of

yet. We're talking about wooden artifacts, in addition
to the normal bone and i ivory, human hair, fiber and
basketry, botanical remains, leaves, bumblebees. You
name it, it was prcscrved at that site,” said Steffian.

The museum is also an educational jumping off
point for the Dig Afognak program lo¢at2d oh south-
ern Afognak Island. People come to the museum,
leam about Alutiiq culture and anifacts, see what’s
happcmng in the museum and then go out and partic-
ipate in the ongoing excavation.

Three doctoral students are currently working on
the dig. Last summer, 56 students pa.mexpated ina
“spirit camp” at the suc

“We'd had so many of those school-age children in
the museum, and they'd seen artifacts and handled
them. But to put those kids in a pit with an archacolo-
gist and be the first one to scrape off and touch an ul
in 500 years — that was pretty mind-boggling to
some of those youngsters,” said Steffian.

The museum also attracts collections -on loan.
Using a grant from-the National Endowment for the
Humanities the museum is working with the
Anchorage Museum of History and An to bring a
Smithsonian collection to Kodiak: It consists of many
items of Alutiig clothing, weaponry. masks and other
items of traditional culture collected in the late 1800s.

Elders will be involved in creating the displays of
the cultural objects. For Rita Stevens, of the Kodiak -

Area Native Assoc:auon, that lends po:gnancy to thc
show.

“They’ll try and remember how it was in thc:r
family or passed down tradmonally the different
things that the artifacts were used for,” said Stevens.
“I'm just so excited that there will be the input of

Native people so it becomes more alive, more |
when they're typing out the descriptions of the Lrungs
that will be on display.” : ,
The exhibit, called Looking Both Ways is sched-
uled for May 1999.

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the
Alaska Coastal Currents radw program
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Interim Seal.ife

Center Exec Named

SOLDOTNA (AP)--The

_Alaska Sealife Center has

named a recently retired
state biologist as interim

“director to guide the facility

through its May opening.
The center's board on

Wednesday named Kim

Sundberg as interim direc-

‘tor while it begins a nation-

wide hunt for a permanent

Jeader,

Sundberg is no stranger to

-the Se¢aLife Center. He has
" had a hand in‘its design and

budget since late 1993 as a

. representative of the state

Department of Fish and
Game.

“It's a real natural for
him,” said Maureen Sims. a

..member of the center's

management team. “TWe
don't need to bring some-

“‘body up to speed. He's

already there.”

He will replace John B.
Hendricks, the center's first
executive director, who

“resigned late last week cit-
. ing  personal  reasons.
..Hendricks had been on

board for a year. He was
credited with assembling a

“staff of experts and leading

the $55 million project

- through an intense period of

construction, which should
be essentially complete by
late this month.

Sundberg's role will be to
see the facility through its
teansition from construction

to daily operation, Sims

said.- The center’s governing
board now will look for a
director who has a strong

background not only in

budgets and staff manage-
ment, but aiso in research,
The 115,000-square-foot
facility on the shore of
Resurrection Bay in Seward
is the first cold-water
marine - research center in
the Western Hemisphere,
managers say. It will com-
bine rehabilitation with
research and visitor educa-
tion.
It is being built with
$37.5 million from settle-

ments related to the Exxon .

Valdez oil spill. Another
$17.5 million in revenue
bonds were sold to cover

the rest of construction and.

other costs.

1
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Where are the jobs?

The idea of whether 10 hire out-
side contractors for janitorial, main-
tenance, security and groundskeep-
et for the Alaska Seal.ife Center
upsets me.

Twelve people out of 21 so far
are from Alaska to fill “profession-

.al” positions — reason, “wasn’t

sure if anyone in Alaska qualified
for the jobs.” .

Are we going to'let the other
jobs be filled by outsiders also? [
hope not. We need to write letters
and get local people hired in these

jobs, or do we not qualify for these
jobs also?.

Kelly Bross
. Seward




Back in the 1930s. when |
lived in Cordova. 'l had a friend
namcd Gene Rossilimi. He lived
in a smalt, smoky. wood hut in
Shelier Cove, a mile or 50 north
of town. Gene was convinced
that, someday soon, the world as
we knew and loved it, would end.
To prepare for this eventuality,

* he walked many miles every day

loaded with over a hundred

. pounds of rocks on his back,

¢limbing local mountains, march-
ing along roads. He wore ragged
clothes, looked sooty and be-
draggled. and scldom bathed.

" claiming that "bathing is just a

bourgeois affcctation.”™ He was
contemplative, kind, generous,
and troubled. To the few he la
in, he spoke ol his dire-concern
for the world. Many thought he

- was crazy.

Then. on March 24, 1989, the
recklessness of one of the largest

" corporations in the world caused

onc of the mast damaging indus-

- trial disasters in human history

- the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill,

. right here in Alaska. The spill

spread over 10,000 square miles
of Alaska's coastal occan, oiled
1.500 miles of some of the most
beautiful and productive coast-
lines in the world, including na-

" tional wildlife refuges and parks,

killed more marine mammals and
scabirds than any industrial di-
saster ever, and sent coastal com-
munities into a social and eco-
nomic tailspin from which none
has fully recovered.

A recent publication by Time
magazine ranks the Exxon

" Valdez spill as “one of the most

significant events of the 20th cen-

““tury,” along side such others as

the holocdust, the airplane, the
Russian revolution, Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, the invention of
television and computers, the
moon landing, the Titanic, elc.
Time says “the Exxon Valdez oil

* spill highlights planet Earth's im-

periled natural resources.”
Just after the grounding of the

. Exxon-Valdez, the Exxon cor-

poration stood in front of the

- community in what ultimately

became known as “the mother-
of-all corporate public relations’
disasters.” This was in front of
a group of people who, from the
carliest days of the pipeline de-
bate, had expressed concern that
someday, despite the assurances
of government and the oil in-

dustry. an Exxon-Valdez would
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Guest
opinion
By-Rick Steiner

cally disrupt their fishing
cconomy and way of life. At
the 1989 town-meeting, Exxon
told the people that they were
“lucky”, because it was Exxon
who had “besmirched their beau-
tiful Prince William Sound.” and
that "Exxoun does business
straight.,”  Exxon went on 1o
promise that the peuple whose
lives were aflected by this spill
“would bec made whoic” by
Exxon,

But now. afier 8 1/2 years of
costly litigation and a § billion
dollar judgment against Exxon.
the corporation continues to fight
paying the human victims of its
recklessness what an unbiased
Alaska jury has determined to be

. necessary to punish and correct

Exxon's behavior. Exxon con-
tinues to file motion afler mo-

‘tion, appeal after appcal, in what

has become a comedy of despera-
tion, arrogance, and utter disdain
for the people of Alaska whose
lives they turned upside down.
All of our lives have been di-
minished by this, and communi-
ties such as Kodiak, Chencga
Bay. Homer, Cordova, Valdez.
Kenai, Chignik, Whittier, Tatitlik,
Nanwalek, Port Graham, Oid
Harbor, Ahkiok, etc. deserve bet-
ter.

It is time for Exxon to end this
legal chess game, pay what they
owe, and let everyone get on with
their lives. Without prejudging
the appellate process, there
should be no realistic chance
whatsoever that Exxon's appeals
will be successful. They were
reckless, they know it, the world
knows it, and they now have 10
compensate the victims of their
reckless disregard for the Alaska
people and environment. Al-
tempts to delay all of this will
only add to the bitterness and re-
sentment of indusury, which is in
no one’s best interest... not even
Exxon’s.

As Exxon caused this disaster
and they have been found reck-
less by a jury of Alaska citizens,
it is right that they should have

verdict in history, and it is un-
doubtedly in society's interest to
have this thing resolved now.
The longer this drags out, the
more damage will be caused. Dr.
Steven Picou, who has studied
many an industrial disaster
around the world, has found tha
the social and psychological ef-
fects of these disasters will abate
only when there is a just resoly-
tion of ali the litigation. For
Exxon to continue profiting at the
cxpense of the Alaska people.
cconomy and environment s cvi-

dence that the company is mor-

ally bankrupt indeed.

It is a tragic commentary on
Exxon’s sense of social respon-
sibility that hundreds of the
people who were harmed by this
company's negligence have since
passed away, with no reparati.:
whatsoever.  Some, such as ¢
former mayor of Cordova, chosc
10 1ake their own lives rather than
continue to exist in the emotional
chaos from the Exxon spill. The
last few years of these lives were
entirély dominated by the Exxon-
Valdez, and too much of all of
our lives has been swept into this
maelstrom. It is time for this
madness 1o end.
Exxon to resolve this mess.
There are any number of legit-
mate ways the state federal gov-
emments can encourage Exxon
to take care of this, and they
should do so.

I have discussed all of this
with many people throughout the
state and nation and most seem
to agree that it is time for Exxon
to stop holding Alaska hostage
to its own antiquated corporate
ideology, and bring this to clo-
sure,

Rossilini, who was prepared for
almost anything, he was fou

dead one momning in his hu. _
year or so after the spill. He had
taken his own life and lay dead
on the frozen dirt floor of what
he thought was his refuge from
the industrial world, on the shore
of Prince William Sound. Crazy,

It is time for -

As for my friend Gene
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‘Many Valdezans are
;. aware.of a small-parcel pur-
- chase request to the Exxon
© Valdez Oil Spill' Trustee
Council for the purchase of
© Wayne Blondeau's property
past Mineral Creek.
There has been a commu-
nity-wide effort to make the
-EVOS trustee council aware
of Valdez' support of this pur-
chase.
~ Specific uses for the land
Have not yet been determined,
but ideas include a public pic-
‘nic and parking area, kayak
put-in, trailiead to the new
Shoup Bay trail, and an inter-
pretive state park ranger sta-
tion.
In a show of support, the
-~ City of Valdez has offered to
donate adjacent lands, contin-
- genton an EVOS purchase.

These |ands are designat-
ed wetlands and so could not -
be used for development.

‘The purchase request will -
be considered at the-
November [8 meeting of the
EVOS Trustees in Anchorage.
[f you support this project,
please write to the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill trustee

- Council, 645 G Street, Suite -

401, Anchorage, AK 99501.

Additional information is -
available from several local
businesses, Mayor Cobb, or .
any of your Alaska State
Parks/DNR Community .
Advisory Board representa-
tives: Bill Bixby, Bill Deppe,
Nancy Lethcoe, Richard
Chaffin, Shanna Simmons,
Pat Welch, Jeanne Passin or
Tabitha Gregory.

Shanna Simmons
Valdez
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$380,000,000 To Remain In Court F und...

-~ Murkowski Surrenders In T 1ﬂ' Over Oll Splll' Funds

ANCHORAGE (AP)-A
tussle between Sen. Frank
Murkowski and Exxon Valdez
oil spill. trustees ended in a

.-stalemate - Saturday when a--

- proposal to boost the invest-
ment income of the spill set-
tlement was dropped from a
. spending bill.

As a result, $280 million
Exxon Corp. has yet to pay--
and more than $100 million
the trustees want to sock away
as a kind of permanent spill-
recovery endowment--cannot
be invested to earn the highest
possible interest rates.

The issue could be revived
in the 1998 congressional ses-
sion. But, for now, the money
now must be deposited in a

court-administered fund that
earns only about 5 percent
-interest.

In compensation for its
costs, the court.gets about 10

percent of the interest pro-.

ceeds, effectively reducing the
trustee council's return to only

- about 4:5 percent.
The trustee council is made

up of federal and state repre-
sentatives appointed to deter-
mine how Exxon's $900 mil-
lion settlement of civil and
criminal oil spill claims will
be spent.

The council had appealed to
Congress  for
allowing a more aggressive
investment strategy.

While Murkowski thought it

legislation

was a good idea for the money
to be freed from the court's
control, the Republican sena-

tor was worried that higher

interest income would mean

more money for the council to .

use buying up private lands
for protection.

- Murkowski drew up a
spending-bill rider that would
have permitted the trustee
council to invest the money
but use the interest only on
marine research and economic
restoration projects sought by
the fishing industry.

Murkowski's position drew
strong objections from the
council. Molly McCammon,
executive director of the
council, said last month that

“islation’
‘Murkowski tying the council's

she would prefer to see no leg-
rather than have

hands. ,

The council's biggest con-
cern is over the investment of
about $108 million it wants to
set aside as an endowment for

. use_after Exxon makes its last

settlement payment in 2002.
McCammon said the council
wants a higher rate of return
on those funds because the
plan is to spend only the inter-
est mcome. By investing at a
higher rate of at least 9 per-
cent, the council could earn

several million dollars more -

annually to finance
recovery projects. ,
The spending bill went to a

spill

several

House-Senate  conference
committee Friday, but the

- panel broke without working

out a compromise on

‘Murkowski's amendment.

. With time running out and
federal agencies
already technically operating
without any money, Senate
Appropriations Committee
Chairman Sen. Ted Stevens
convened the appropriations
committee Saturday afternoon
to fold several spending bills
into a single pared-down
package to send to the House
in hopes that it would go
along. " Murkowski's
amendment was left on the

-cutting room floor.




Battle over mvestment of splll funds stalls

ANCHORAGE (AP) — A tus-
sle between Sen. Frank Murkowski

and Exxon Valdez oil spill trustees -

ended in astalemate Saturday when
a proposal to boost the investment
income of the spill settlement was
dropped from a spending bill.

*As a result, $280 million Exxon

Corp. has yet to pay — and more
than $100 million the trustees want
tosock away as akind of permanent

spill-recovery endowment — can-

not be mvested to earn the hnghest

possable interest rates,

The issue could berevived in the
1998 congressional session. But,
for now, the money must be
deposited in a court-administered
fund that earns only about 5 percent
interest. )

In compensation for its costs, the
court gets about 10 percent of the
interest proceeds, effectively
reducing the trustee council's
retum to only about 4.5 percent.

-The trustee council is made up of

federal and state representatives
appointed to determine how
Exxon’s $900 million settlement of
civil and criminal oil spill claims
will be spent. The council had
appealed to Congress for legisla-
tion allowing a more aggressive
investment strategy.

. While Murkowski thought it
was a good idea for the money tobe
freed from the court’s control, the
Republican senator was worried
that higher interest income would
mean more money for the council

" to use buying up private lands for

PENINSULA CLARION
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the trustee council to invest the
money but use the interest only on
marine research and economic
restoration projects sought by the
fishing industry.

Murkowski's position drew
strong objections from the council.

Molly McCammon, executive direc-

torof the council, said last month that
she would prefer to see no legislation
rather than have Murkowski tying

the council’s hands.

The council's biggest concem is
over the investment of about $108
million it wants to-set aside as an
endowment for use after Exxon

makes its last settlement payment in
2002.

‘McCammon said the council

wants a higher rate of return on those
funds because the plan is to spend
only the interest income. By invest-

protection.
Murkowski drew up a spending-
bill rider that would have permitted

ing at a higher rate of at least 9 per-
cent, the council could eamn several
million dollars more annually to
finance spill recovery projects.

The spending bill went to a
House-Senate conference commit-
tee Friday, but the panel broke with-
out working out a compromise on
Murkowski's amendment.

With time running out and sev-
eral federal agencies already tech-

nically operating without any

" _money, Senate Appropriations

Committee Chairman Sen. Ted
Stevens convened the appropria-
tions committee Saturday after-
noon to fold several spending bills
intoa single pared-down packageto
send to the House in hopes that it
would go along. Murkowski’s
amendment was left on the cutting
room floor.
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™R AIIOCIA'I"!D PRESS
ANCHORAGE - A tussle be-
tween Alaska Sen. Frank Murkow-

- ski and Exxon Valdez oil spill trus-
- tees'ended in a stalemate Saturday

~ when a proposal to boost the in-

.- vestment income of the spill settle-

.ment was dropped from a spend-
ing bill.

As a result, ‘the $280 million
Exxon Corp. has yet to pay cannot
be invested to earn the highest pos-
snble interest rates. Nor can the
more than $100 million the trustees

Y nrant to sock away as a kind of per-

Investment of spill funds
| 'stalls in Congress -

manent Splll recovery endowment.
The issue could be revived in
the 1998 congressional session.

. But, for now, the money now must
be deposited in a court-adminis- -

tered fund that earns only about 5
percent interest. In compensation

for its costs, the court gets about

10 percent of the interest proceeds,
effectively reducing the trustee
council's return to only about 4.5
percent.

The trustee council is made up
of federal and state representa-
tives.

.
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“ Spill-funds battle
stalls in Congress

By DAVID WHITNEY
Daily News Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — A tus-
sle between Alaska Sen.
Frank Murkowski and state
and federal trustees over the
investment of proceeds from
the Exxon Valdez oil spill set-
tlement ended in a stalemate
Saturday.
The consequence is that

some $280  million Exxon

Corp. has yet to pay- — and
more than $100 million the
trustees want to sock away as
a kind of per-
manent spill-

dowment —
cannot be in-
vested . to
earn the high-
est possible
interest rates
for spill re- PEN
covery work mMyrkowski
in Prince
William Sound.

The trustee council, made
up of federal and state repre-

sentatives appointed to deter-
mine how Exxon Corpora-
tion's $900 million settlement
of civil and criminal claims
will be spent, had appealed to
Congress for legislation al-
lowing a more aggressive in-
vestment strategy.- .
Although the issue could
be revived in the 1998 con-
gressional session, the money
now must be deposited in a
court-administered fund that
earns only about S percent in-
terest. In compensation for

its costs, the court gets about

10 percent of the interest pro-
ceeds, effectively reducing
the trustee council’s return to
only about 4.5 percent.

While Murkowski thought
it was a good idea for the
money to be freed from the
court's control, the Republi-
can senator was worried that
higher interest income would
mean more money for the
council to use buying up pri-
vate lands for protection.

More than a third of the to-
tal settlement proceeds, or
roughly $380 million, will
have been spent on land pur-
chases by the time the deals
now on the table are wrapped
up.
In total, the trustee council
will have purchased title or
conservation easements to
about 700,000 acres, includ-
ing about 1,000 miles of
coastline in the area effected
by the 1989 spill.

Insistent that enough land
already had been bought by
the trustee council, Mur-
kowski drew up a spending-
bill rider that would have
permitted the trustee council
to invest the money but use
the interest only on marine
research and economic
restoration projects sought
by the fishing industry.

Murkowski's position drew
strong objections from the
council. Molly McCammon,

executive director -of the

council, said last month that she
would prefer to see no legislation
rather than have Murkowski tying
the council’s hands.

The council’s biggest concern is
over the investment of about $108
million it wants to set aside as an en-
dowment for use after Exxon
makes its last settlement payment
in 2002.

McCammon said the council
wants a higher rate of return on
those funds because the plan is to
spend only the investment interest.
By investing the money at a higher
rate, McCammon said the council
could earn at least 9 percent, giying
it several million dollars more an-
nually to finance priorities that will

be determined following a public
process. ' .

Native corporations and environ-
mentalists rallied behind the
trustee council in opposition to
Murkowski.

“Language restricting the uses of
the interest to marine research and
fishing industry projects could -
downgrade or eliminate many pro-
jects of great importance to our cor-
poration, our shareholders and our
community,” wrote Uwe Gross,
chief executive officer of Koniag
Inc.

“Projects such as research on ar-
chaeological resources, subsistence
and habitat acquisition would be re-
stricted,” Gross said in an Oct. 22
letter to the senator.

“If the (Murkowski) amendment
passes, the losers would be the fish




EXXON: Panelists’ patience was
running thm and tempers were running hot

"and wildlife injured by the oil spill
as well as those Americans who
care strongly about conservation,”
wrote David Cline, chairman of the
‘Kodiak Brown Bear Trust.

But Murkowski, despite efforts
to strike a compromise with the
council, persisted with his rider and
counted on. the help of Sen. Ted
Stevens, chairman of the Sénate Ap-
propriations Committee, to attach it
to a spending bill for the Commerce
Depal tment and other federal agen-
cies.

The spending bill went to a
House-Senate conference commit-
tee Friday, but the panel broke in
the midst of angry exchanges in-
volving other items without making
any progress toward workmg out a
compromise bill.

. With time running out and sev-

eral federal agencxes already tech-.

nically operating without any mon-
ey since midnight Friday, Stevens
pulled the plug on the conference.

He convened the appropriations
committee Saturday afternoon to
fold several spending bills into a
single pared-down package to send
to the House in hopes that it would
go along.

Murkowski's amendment was
left on the cutting room floor, and
Murkowski seemed miffed with his
Alaska colleague.

“I was assured it was going to be
brought up, ... but I'm not even a
member of the committee,” was all

the senator had to say about Satur-

day's development, according to his

press aide, Chuck Kleeschulte.
John Raffetto, spokesman for

the Stevens' appropriations panel,

said there was no way controver-
sial items such as Murkowski's
were going to make it through in

the closing bargaining sessions of -

the 1997 congressional session.

Patience was running thin and .
tempers were running hot, Raffetto

said.

“It fell victim to aglesire to break .

a logjam and get these spending
bills moving,” Raffetto said of

Murkowski's provision. “It’s unfor- -

tunate.”

McCammon said in a telephone
interview that she, too,
pointed — but for different reasons.

“The council went to the congres-

sional delegation for help,” she said.
“We're disappointed that it got
politicized like this, We'll just keep
plugging away at it and see where
we go from here.” .

is disap- -

S’
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ANCHORAGE (AP) — A
tussle between Sen. Frank

- Murkowski and Exxon Valdez oil

spill trustees ended in a stalemate

- Saturday when a proposal (o boost
. the investment income of the spill

" setlément was dropped from a .

- spending bill.

- 'As a result, $280 million Exxon

Corp. has yet to pay — and more

~ than $100 million the trustees want

to sock away as a kind of perma-

nent spill-recovery endowment —
cannot be invested to earn the
highest possible interest rates.

- The issue could be revived in the
1998 congressional session. But, for
now, the money now must be de-
posited in a court-administered fund
that earns only about 5 percent in-
terest. In compensation for its costs,
the court gets about 10 percent of

- the interest proceeds, effectively re-
* ¢ ducing the trustee council's retum

to only about 4.5 percent.

The trustee council is made up
of federal and state representatives
appointed to determine how
Exxon's $900 million settlement

of civil and criminal oil spill

claims will be spent. The council.

had appealed to Congress for leg-
islation allowing a more aggres-
sive investment strategy.

While Murkowski thought it
was a good idea for the money to
be freed from the court’s control,
the Republican senator was wor-
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. Congress drops spill
~fund investment plan

ried that higher interest income
would mcan more money for the
council to use buying up private
lands for protection.

Murkowski drew up a spend-
ing-bill rider that would have per-
milted the trustee council to in-
vest the money but use the inter-
est only on marine research and
economic restoration projects
sought by the fishing industry.

Murkowski's position drew
strong objections from the council.
Molly McCammon, executive dircc-
tor of the council, said last month
that she would prefer to see no leg-
islation rather than have Murkowski
tying the council’s hands.

The council's biggest concern
is over the investmeot of about
$108 million it wants 1o set aside
as an endowment for use after
Exxon makes its last settlement
payment in 2002, _

McCammon said the council
wants a higher rate .of return on
those funds because. the plan is to
spend only the interest income. By
investing at a higher rate of at least
9 percent, the council could earn
several million dollars more an-
nually to finance spill recovery
projects.

The spending bill went to a

. House-Senate conference commit-

tee Friday, but the panel broke
without working out a compromise
on Murkowski’s amendment.




Alaska SeaLife
Genter director
leaves after year

- By the Alaska Journal of Commerce

ohn B. Hendricks, executive director of

the Alaska Sealife Center, has resigned
after one year on the job, the center's
board of directors announced Oct. 31.

“We regret the loss of John's leadership,”
said Jack Scoby, board president, in a state-
ment. “During John's one-year tenure, he has
assembled an outstanding team of leaders in
their respective fields and brought the center
to near completion in a timely and fiscally
responsive manner.” -

Hendricks said in the same statement that
the job represented a great opportunity, and
he was glad to be a part of the project. He did
not disclose his plans.

The Alaska Sealife Center Board is initiat-
ing an interim management team made up of
center staff and others involved with the ongo-
ing management and completion of the final
stages of construction. ‘

The Alaska Sealife Center, the first cold-
water marine research center in the Western
Hemisphere, is a 1 15,000-square-foot center
nestled on the shore of Resurrection Bay in
Seward. It will combine rehabilitation with
research and visitor education, and be home
to Stellar sea lions, harbor seals and a variety
of seabirds.

The Alaska Journal of Commerce o November 10, 1997 .

Seward :

Construction of the Alaska Sealife Center in Seward is about 93 percent complete,
according to Roe Sturgulewski, construction manager with contract administrator Rise
Alaska.

“The contractor (Strand Hunt Construction) projects substantial completion by Dec.
8,” he said, about two months ahead of his contractual obligation.

What remains is largely finish work: carpeting, final painting, architectural railings,
ceiling systems, some concrete work and zinc finish on the outside wall. About 90 percent
of the outside landscaping is finished. '

The center will open May 1, employing more than 40 people. The total project cost is
$51 million; Strand Hunt holds 2 $30 million construction contract.

State buys fish habitat along Kenai River

By the Alaska Journal of Commerce .

he state has acquired a 27-acre parcel of land on the Kenai River known as the Grubba

) property in a move to protect additional Kenai River fish habitat. “The sloughs and

wetlands of the lower Kenai are vitd to salmon,” said Gov. Tony Knowles. “Thanks to

Dolores Grubba. these importnt wetlands are still intact. and now they will be protected in
perpetuiny.” ’

The property. atmile 1 7.5 onthe Kenai River. includes about 730 feet of river frontage. grassy
wetlands and a slough important to rearing salmon. The Alaska Department of Fish and Game
will manage the property 10 protect its riparian habitat.

The land was purchased for $255.000 with Exxon Valdez oil spill criminal setfement funds
dedicated specificallyfor the protection of Kenai River habitat. The Grubba parcelisone of three

« properties acquired so far by Aluska Depanment of Fish & Game with assistance from The
Conservation Fund. a national kind trust. 1t brings the total of Kenui River habitat protected this
vear 1o about 67 acres.
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Scoby says center going oS planned

By Roger Kane -
LOG Staff

With the Alaska ScaL ife Center’s
grand opening in May 1998 fast
approaching, the finishing touchcs
are being applied to the facility, the
existing staff is getting ready (o move

into their new huilding, and the |
~ ScaLife Center. He said no concrete
plans. have been made, but an

exciternent is huilding: -

Board President Jack Scoby said
the project is moving along as
planned and that “the stuff that's been
done is within the bids.”

He said there have becn a few

changes to the original plans as they -

were presented in 1995 but* (hey
were all good changes.”

Such as creating a fish ladder

leading into the facility, which a small
run of salmon will use to return to
their imprinted spawning ground

inside the building. Or the relief

jobs.

Atthis poml 21 of the estimated
- 53 full-time-equivalent positions
_ have been filled. Forty-four of those
positions are full time and 14 are
part time. Nine of those hired are

* Seward residents and three others

are from the Kenai Peninsula or
Anchorage.

far has been on experience and skill,
as they are vital to the operation of
such a highly technical and special-
~ -ized facility. She said the best people
were hired for each of those positions.

impressions of fish adoming the oth-
erwise dull-gray concrete walls,
Minor changés relaied to visitor flow
also had to be incorporated.

- Aside from that,

But as time goes by, change is an
incvitable facct of operating a facili-
ty with the size and capabilities of the

amphithealcr may be in the works.
He said in the near future the board
will also wrestle with the questions
of whether or not (o hire outside con-

tractors for security, janitorial, main-.

tenance and groundskecping services.

And with the completion and

operation of the Sealife Center,

Seward will definitely be experienc-
ing some changes

*You can’t stand sull If you do,

you go backwards and die,"” he said,

*These are cxpéns with the exper-

tise needed to run th;s t'ac:luy, she )

said.
Sims said the scarch for people to
fill those positions extended outside

* Alaska in some cases, because she

doesn’t think there- was anyone-in

-Alaska with the necessary experience

in aguatics, aviculture or animal hus-
bandry to fill them.

She said advertisements were . -

placed with the American Zoological
Association, in trade journals and on

" the Internet.
Sims said the focus on hiring thus

“When we're looking for some-
one so skilled, we have to go where
they are,” she said.

She said the number of people

~who would qualify for one of the lead

positions comes from a “relatively

“we have never -
vaned from our forecast,” Scoby said.

adding (hat Scward is a town that has
survived more than its share of
changes. The railroad changed things,
as did the 1964 carthquake, long-
shoremen, fishermen, floods and
tourism. He said the Seal.ife Center
will have a profound impact on the
city, but he anticipates it will be pos-
itive,

Maureen Sims, who works on the
board of directors’ project manage-
ment team, said "as a tourism ele-
ment, and as far as changes, this is a
really positive one. But the balance
is what the (city) ends up with, a~
huge, world-class facility. That's
going to make the difference.”

Sims said the facility is unique
throughout the world and that it's
attracting a lot of attention, most
importantly from people wanting

small community.”

“We're lucky to snag the experts
that come here,” Sims said.

Corinna Quilliam, public rela-
tions coordinator at the SeaLife
Center, said the people who've been
hired for the key departmental-head
positions and their immediate sup-
port staff were not only hired for their
experience, but ‘also for their versa-
tility.

She said although they have each
been hired for their expertise in one
area, they will all be cross-trained to
assist in other depantments.

“This is a very unique project
because it includes research rehabili-
tation and public education. It’s the
only place of its kind in Alaska,” she
said.
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: ~Seal.ife gets its first birds

s :.ANCHORA'GE (AP) — The' the puffins of calendar pho-

Alaska SeaLife Center in
Seward has taken possession of

- its first permanent residents.

Seven baby tufted puffins
arrived earlier this month, six
" from Oregon and one from
Homer, and all younger than 2
months.

For now. the birds are staying

- at the nearby Institute of Marine
. Science feasting on herring,
- squid. clams and shrimp. while a
- team of artists works 6n an arti-
ficial rock ledge to look and feel
like the birds’ natural habitat.
“The rock goes up about 30
feet or so. and there are burrows
that are made into the rocks so
the birds can do their nesting,”
- said SeaLife Center spokes-
- woman Corinna Quilliam. “The
" company painted on sea stars
and mussels and barnacles
where the water line is. ... Itlooks
vervrealistic.”
. Quilliam said the bird exhibit
is one of the largest on the West
_ Coast, with a' 17-foot-deep.
~ 105,000-gallon water tank. It
cost $2.8 million to build.
Because the puffins are so
~ young. they don’t vet look like

tographs, Quilliam said. They
won't develop their bright sum-
mer plumage for another .two
years. And until they begin
breeding, their sex is unknown,
t00. said Sealife Center bird
curator Tiffani Thompson.
Even though they are indige-
nous to Alaska, the six Oregon-
born birds need to acclimate to
the colder temperatures in
Seward, Thompson said. The

"Homer bird is holding its own.

“*He is very imiprinted by
humans and actually follows the
handlers around and sits on their
laps,” Quilliam said.

The center is expecting to
receive several mature tufted -
puffins, and other marine birds
before its grand opening in May.

“"We're looking at common
murres, possibly some homed
puffins and possibly some black
oyster catchers.” Quilliam said.
“Puffins in general will be pop-. .
ular because they're very bright
in the summer.”

The younger puffins should
be settled permanently in their
new rock homes in January or
February.




KODIAK DAILY MIRROR

NOVEHBER 6 199?

New direcior for Sealife benter

SOLDOTNA {AP) — The
Alaska Scal.ife Center has named
a recently retired state biologist as
interim director to guide the facil-
ity through its May opening.

The center’s board on Wednes-
day named Kim Sundberg as intenim
director while it begins a nationwide
hunt for a permanent leader.

Sundberg is no stranger to the
Sealife Center. He has had a hand
in its design and budget since late
1993 as a representative of the state
Department of Fish and Game.

Ik a rcal nataral for him,™™ siid
Maureen Sims. a member of the
center’s management team, We

don’t néed to bring somchody up.

w speed. He's already there,”

He will replice John B. Hendncks, .

the conter's ind exevutine dintor,

who resigned late kst week citing,

renaonal reasons. Hendnehs had heen
on hoapd for a year. He was credited
with asembling a sall of expents
and feading the S55 million project

KODIAK DAILY MIRROR

through an intense period of constrn-

tion, which should be essentially -

complete by late this month. ©
Sundberg's role- will be 1o sce
the facility through its transition

from construction to daily opcra-
tion, Sims said. The center's gov-
emning board now will look for a

director who has a strong back-

ground not only in budgets and staff

management, but also in research.

~ The 115.000-square-foot facility

on the shore of Resurrection Bay
in Scward is the first cold-water
maring rescarch center in the West-
cm Hemisphere, managers say. It
will combine rchabilitation with re-
search and visitor education. '

It is being built with $37.5 mil-

lion from scttlements related to the
Exxon Valdez oil spill. Another
$17.5 million in rcvenue bonds
were sold 10 cover the rest of con-
struction and other costs.

o
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Marine Life Center
‘Manager Resigns

SEWARD (AP)--The

director of a nearly complet-

ed marine life center has
resigned with the public
opening of the Sealife
seven months away.

John Hendricks announced
his departure Friday, citing
personal reasons.

Hendricks,
among 38 candidates after a
yearlong search, is former
director of the Texas State
Aquarium at Corpus Christi.
He had a five-year contract
in Seward.

“We're sorry to see him
go," said Jack Scoby said,
president of the Sealife

Center’s board.

selected

Scoby credited Hendricks
with assembling one of the
top marine research staffs in
the country. “"That was -
probably the biggest thing,
that and being able to keep
the costs within range,"
Scoby said.

The $55 million research
and education facility, fund-
ed in part with Exxon
Valdez oil spill settlement
funds, will house marine
wildlife such as puffins,
salmon and sea lions.

Staff plan to begin moving

“in late this month. A public

opening is scheduled May
first.

NOVEMBER 4, 1997

SealLife Center director quits

SEWARD (AP) — The di-
rector of a ncarly completed
marine life center has re-
signed with the public open-
ing of the Sealife seven
months away.

John Hendricks announced
his departure Friday, citing per-
sonal reasons.

Hendricks, sclected among
38 candidates after a yearlong
search, is former director of the

Texas State Aquarium at Cor-
pus Christi. He had a five-year
contract in Seward.

““We're sorry to sce him
go.”" said Jack Scoby said,
president of the Scalife
Center’s board. .

Scoby credited Hendricks
with assembling one of the
top marine rescarch staffs in
the country. “*That was prob-
ably the biggest thing. that

and being able to kecp the
costs within range,”” Scoby
said.

The $55 million research and
education facility, funded in
part with Exxon Valdez oil spill
sctilement funds, will house
marine wildlifc such as puffins,
salmon and sca lions.

Staff plan to begin moving
in late this month. A public
opening is scheduled May 1.




Street Talk
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- POLITICS
« Former University of Alaska chancel-
lor, legislator, publisher and businessman
John Lindauer announced Nov. 10 that he

‘will run for governor of Alaska next fall.
Lindauer, a Republican, held press confer-
ences ifi Fairbanks and Anchorage to kickoff

his campaign.
. o Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, received

“‘the Dana Foundation’s Distinguished"

Achievement Award Nov. 6 in New York for his
support of new medical technology. He also
announced that the federal government is
moving to 0K Medicare coverage of scans
used to diagnose and treat lung cancer.

o Alaska Sealife Center officials said

Nov. 5 Kim Sundberg has been appoinied
interim executive director of the center in the
wake of former Executive Director John
Hendricks’ departure. Sundberg, a retired
habitat biologist with the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game, will serve until 2
new permanent director is chosen.

“Street Talk is a regular column of news,

speculation and plain ole gossip reported

by the Journal of Commerce staff and com-
piled by Rose Ragsdale.

SEWARD ngmx-"mﬁ' 114 3/97’
News briefs

'Be a brick

The Alaska SeaLife Center is
offering Seward-area residents the
opportunity to make their mark at
the facility. The center is selling
492 bricks, from $100-$175, that
will be engraved with your name
or message, or a company logo.

The bricks will be placed in the
outdoor plaza in front of the cen-
ter's entrance. The center is call-
ing the inner circle of the design
the “Circle of Honor" and reserv-
ing the bricks for local residents,
volunteers, and people who have
been associated with the center’s
governance, design or construc-

" tion,

The plaza eventually will con-
tain 4,482 salabie bricks. Proceeds
will go to the center. )
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4SeaLﬁe
director
‘resigns

Sundberg named
interim chief

- By Eric Fry
LOG Staff

Kimbal Sundberg, a former state
habitat biologist, has been named
interim director of the Alaska
SeaLife Center. He replaces John
Hendricks, who was asked 1o resign
Oct. 31,

ScalLife Center Board Presxdcnt
Jack Scoby said it wasn't fair to the
board or to Hendricks to discuss
why Hendricks resigned.

“We left on good terms,” Scoby
said. “We left with the feeling
there’s no harm to the SeaLife
Center and no harm to John.”

Scoby said Hendricks assem-

bled “*an outstanding staff”* and the
board is comfortable with it and
doesn’t plan to make changes.

Hendricks “was able to take the -

. Scal.ife Center where it is and with-
in budget,” Scoby said.

Hendricks said he dida’t volun-

teer to resign and doesn’t know

why he was asked to leave. He said |,

some things had been bothering the
board and lots of things had been

bothering him, but he thought they

were working it out.

Hendricks said the Seal.ife
Center would have fulfilled a
dream of his to do scientific dis-
covery and pass il on to a wider
_ audience. He said he's sorry not to
bepartofit.

Hendricks was hired in October
1996 from 1he Texas State

Aquaﬁum Iin Corpus Christi.’“where

- he was credited with reversing its

downward finances and developing

a widespread educational program.
Sundberg, who is due to start =~
Nov. 12, will be interim executive’

director until June, while the board
of directors searches for a pcrma—
nent director.

- The board chose Sundberg

because he's already familiar with
the Seal.ife Center, Scoby said.
“We wanted to get someone as fast
as we could and continue with the
plan,” he said.

Sundberg, who lives in
Anchorage, was a Department of

Fish and Game habitat biologist,

from 1975-1996.

Sundberg said he first became
involved with the SeaL.ife Centerin
December 1993, when the proj¢ct
was in a “very embryonic stage”

* with the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

Trustee Council, which eventually

supplied $25 million for the scien-
tific portion of the center.

The Trustee Council asked
Sundberg to work on the project
description with the Seward

~Association for the Advancement

of Marine Science, the nonprofit
local developers of the center.
Sundberg also formed a scien-

~tific group that worked with the
"architects to develop what the facii-

ity would do and.how it should be
designed, he said.

After the Trustee Council grant-
ed funds in 1995, Sundberg helped

develop the contract stipulations,

and he administered the pass-
through money to Fish and Game
and the city until he retired in
August 1996.

Sundberg also has been work-
ing on the scientific content of the
narratives that will be placed
beside exhibits and on two films
that visitors to the SealL.ife Center
will see. A

The state attorney general’s
office granted Sundberg a waiver
take the interim director's job,
because state ethics laws otherwise

would prohibit him from working
for an entity that he had dealings
with as a recent state employee.
Sundberg has never managed a
facility. Not all of the department
heads are in place, and he said the
center may hire 20 more people by
the time it opens to the public in
May 1998.
« “The business plan and the bud-

- get and the issues of start-up are
. going to be the main things I'll be
.. working on,” he said.

Scoby said the project will open

- on schedule and on budget.
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Sealife Center’s director quits

* SEWARD — The director of
a.nearly completed marine life
centerhas resigned with the pub-
licopening of the SeaLife Center
seven months away.

John Hendricks announced
his departure Friday, citing per-
sonal reasons. A

Reached at his home

- Saturday, he said he could not
discuss his departure or future
plans until “some details” are
resolved with the board.

He likes Alaska and hopes to
remain in the state; he said. He
also expressed his wish that the
people he hired will stay on and
continue with the project.

Hendricks, selected among
38 candidates after a year-long
search, is former director of the
Texas State Aquarium at Corpus
Christi. He had a five-year con-

tract in Seward.

*“We're sorry.to see him go,”

said Jack Scoby, president of the
SeaLife Center’s board.

Scoby credited Hendricks with
assembling one of the top marine
research staffs in the country.

*“That was probably the biggest

thing, that and being able to keep the
costs within range,” Scoby said.

The $55 million research and
education facility, funded in part
with Exxon Valdez oil spill settle-
ment funds, will house marine
wildlife such as puffins, salmonand
sea lions.

Staff plan to begin moving in
late this month. A public opening is

scheduled May 1.

'PENINSULA CLARION NOVEMBER 7, 1997

- Sealife Center picks new director

SEWARD (AP) — The Alaska SeaLife
" Center has named a recently retired state

biologist as interim director to guide the

facility through its May opening.

The center’s board on Wednesday
named Kim Sundberg as interim director
while it begins a nationwide hunt fora per-
manent leader.

~ Sundberg is no stranger to the Seal.ife.
Center. He has had ahand in its design and
budget since late 1993 as a representative
of the state Department of Fish and Game.

“It's a real natural for him,” said
Maureen Sims, a member of the center’s
management team. “We don't need to

bing somebody up to speed. He's already
there.” ‘

He will replace John B. Hendricks, -
the center’s first executive director,

who resigned late last week citing per-
sonal reasbns. Hendricks had been on
board for a year. He was credited with
assembling a staff of experts and lead-
ing the $55 million project through an

intense period of construction, which,

should be essentially complete by late
this month.
Sundberg’s role will be to see the facil-

ity through its transition from construction

to daily operation, Sims said. The
center's governing board now will
look for a director who has a strong
background not only in budgets and
staff management, but also in
research.

The 115.000-square-foot facili-

ty on the shore of Resurrection Bay
is the first cold-water marine
resecarch center in the Western
Hemisphere, managers say. It will
combine rehabilitation with
research and visitor education.

It is being built with $37.5 mil-
lion from settlements related to the
Exxon Valdez oil spill. Another
$17.5 million in revenue bonds
were sold to cover the rest of con-
struction and other costs.
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‘Sealife C‘e'hter,._

B director quits

By JON LITTLE. ‘ .
-Daity News Peninsula Buredy © -~ * ..
* . 'SOLDOTNA — The head of Seward'’s near-
Iy completed SeaLife Center, John B. Hen-
drxc;ks, suddenl_y called it quits Friday after
. seeing the facility through .a. year of con-
.. struction. - A S
¢+ - Hendricks left for personal reasons, said
- Jack Scoby, president of the SeaLife Center's
. board of directors. Scoby gave no details, oth-
-er than to say the board and Hendricks had
been meeting for the past few days.
“We're sorry to see him go,” Scoby said.
“He's put together one of the top staffs in the
country as far as animals, fisheries, research

.+~ and education. That was probably the biggest

. thing, that and being able to keep the costs

> :*within range.” ‘

.~ The $S5 million research and education fa-
cility will house marine wildlife such as .
pu'flg‘;lns,s salm%n and sea lions. , S

e Seward aquarium is being built with
$37.5 million from settlements related to the
Exxon Valdez oil spill. Another $17.5 million

. in revenue bonds were sold to cover the rest .
of construction and other costs: '

tors since it opened in 1990,
according to press reports. It

. The center will bé close to
completion after Thanksgiv-
ing, at which point the staff

. will move in and begin a se-
ries of tests. The grand open-
. ing is set for May 1.

Hendricks came from the
Texas State Aquarium in Cor-
pus Christi, Texas, which he
had been running since 1991
He was selected after a year-
long recruitment drive that
‘included 38 applicants.

. “He was our choice,” Sco-

by said. “In this. as in any

business, things happen.”

"~ Hendricks, who had a five-

year contract, could not be
reached for comment Friday

_afternoon. ¢ .

- The Texas aquariufnh‘as
had more than 3 million visi-

was built with a combination
of private and public funds.
tn Seward, Hendricks was
in charge of a facility that has
more of a research role than

the Texas aquarium, which

was primarily a visitor at-
traction, SeaLife Center offi-
cials have said. But like the
aquarium in Corpus Christi,
the Seward facility will de-
pend on revenue from
tourists to fund its operation.
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Seabirds need energy -rich forage ﬂsh to remam healthy

" Editor’s note:' It has been eight years since the Exxon
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling

nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has
.. since told quite a lot about the spil's long-term effects.

- To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustee
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing
recovery within the spill region.

8y JODY SEITZ

‘Scientists 'studying animals injured by the Exxon
Valdez spill know that declinés in some species’may
- be related to changes in the marine-ecosystem. Shifts
in ocean temperature and abundance of certain fish
species are prompting them to examine the food sup-
ply for several seabirds and marine mammals.

Sand lance is one of several types of small school-
ing forage fishes that are critical to many marine
birds and mammals, yet seldom studied by scientists.
Their Latin name, Ammodytes hexapterus, means
“sand digger.” And that’s exactly what they do. They
spend much of their time in the scdunems of the
intertidal zone,

Sand lance come out of the sand to feed in spring,
growing and putting on weight through summer.
They spawn in October. Little is known about their
lives from when they hatch in December until they

" bloom of plank- -

- things:

show up in
April near
shore to feast
on .the new

ton. -

Scientists do
know some .
they
apparently need
light to feed. They come out during the moming and
return to their bedding areas in the evening. ’

.And they are choosy about their .beaches. Sand
lance have no swim bladder so they can’t just rest in

. Peesioralon snet recowery ooy e Eexon Vakdezoll sl

the water column. After feeding they go back into the -
- sand to digest their food. They don’t like thick mud,

which might clog their gxlls, ‘but prefer sand and fine
gravel.

Aside from these distinctive qualmes, sand lance
have two very important characteristics: they are a
schoolmg fish, which allows predators to get a lot to
eat in one place, and they are rich in energy. After
their first year, sand lance are loaded with fatty oil,
often several times that of a cod or pollock of the
same size. That’s a big boost to birds such as pigeon
guillemots, which can only bring one fish back to
their chicks at a time.

Scxennsts say when birds have ready access to fish
with high oil content, they do well. It allows a high pro-

-1, .. portionzof breedmg adults to raise young that are
- healthy and in good condition when they leave the nest.

On the other hand, when seabirds don't have access

" to high-energy food items, such as sand lance, her-

ring, and capelin, and instead rely on low-fat cod and
pollock, they. don’t do well. The number of birds
hatching and surviving to breed decre'xses and the
population size may decline.

. Noone knows exactly what happened to sand lance
during the oil .spill. Since they are not commercially

’exPloztcd in the North Pacific, there is scant informa-

tion on their distribution or abundance before the
1989 spill.

However, data on seabird diets in Prince William
Sound show that birds there have been eating less
sand lance since the 1970s, and since that time, their-
populations have declined by two thirds.

The pattern is different in Kachemak 'Bay, where
seabirds appear to be thriving. Recently scientists

.compared current data on sand lance with trawl data

from the 1970s and found no apparent decline in sand
lance there.

.Iody Seitz lives in Com’ova and also produces the
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program.
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Eelgrass beds prowde habltat for many creatures

‘Editor’s note: lt has been eight years since the Exxon
Valdez ran aground in Prince Willlam Sound, spilling
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has

since told quite a lot about the spill’'s long-term effects.
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee _

Council is providing this column focuslng on the ongoing
) recovery within the spill region

By JODY SEMZ

The recovery of eelgrass beds following thie Exxon
Valdez oil spill has helped the recovery of numerous
interiidal creatures that depend on the eelgrass for
survival, -

Eelgrass beds flourish in the stll waters of lagoons
and backwater bays. Their soft mud and verdant

- leaves are home to clams, tiny snails, crabs, worms,

mussels and plankton. It’s a haven for salmon smolt,

herring and other tiny fishes and a smorgasbord for
waterfow], river otters and sea otters.

As oil from the Exxon spill settled into Herring
Bay, Sleepy Bay and Bay of Isles it affected the grass,
clams, crabs, seastars and tiny organisms called
.amphipods, an important food for fish and birds.
Following the oil came cleanup workers in boats,
scamng the beds with anchors and, at low tide, mow-
ing the eelgrass with propwash. '

Scientists compared unoiled sites with oiled sites

at several loca- |
tions in Prince

William Sound

from 1991 to’
1995. The first
year after the [
spill, they
found less seed
production and
fewer invertebrates at oiled sites. Thc oil killed

mun&nmumwuw

amphipods, larval helmet crabs, sunﬂowcr seastars -

and leather stars,

The way recovery occurred was somewhat of a
surprise. According to Stephen Jewett of the
University of Alaska Fairbanks, a lead investigator of
the intertidal studies, Mother Nature basically
cleaned itself up. The oil didn’t simply cvaporale It

- was incorporated into the food chain. :
“The breakdown of the oil leads to increased
microbial activity which in tum leads to an increase -
‘of a number of organisms that feed on those microbes

and right on up the food chain,” said Jewett.

The presence of oil meant the presence of much
more carbon. Many bottom dwellers can actually use
the carbon from oil as it degrades. There was an
explosion of polychaete worms and tiny mussels, a
favorite food of diving ducks. :

During previous spills, scientists leamed that

hydrocarbon levels up to about 500 parts per billion

"may actually enhance microbial activity. But hydro-

carbon levels in the water column become toxic when
they exceed 500 to 1,000 parts per billion. The aver-
age level of hydrocarbons in 1990 ranged greatly

~ from 45 to 15,253 parts per billion in the oiled areas,
but most were in the range that causes enhanceme =

of bottom dwelling organisms.
“An awful lot of bacterial decomposmon of the o:l

 occurred. Most of the toxic lract:ons were lost within

sight of a couple of years;” said Jewett. The oil-
degrading bacteria was most abundant 'in 1990 and
declined stcadxly in the followmg years.

When studies ended in 1995, there were few dif-
ferences. between oiled and unoiled areas.

Hydrocarbon levels and the abundance and types of

life forms in the eelgrass beds were generally like that
of the beds never hit by oil. -

However, some larger invertebrates;.such as sea

stars, have not fully recovered, and the oil-consuming

bacteria was still more abundant at oiled sites. This is
consistent with observations after the Amoco Cadiz

spill off the coast of France, where the bottom envi-

ronment of the Bay of Morlaix took more than =

decade to fully recover.

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and-also produces the
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program,

R
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By Jody Seit

‘Cuarrents

Alutiiqg Museum more

than just preservation

The two-year-old Alutiiq Mu-

" scum is reaching back thousands

of years and bringing the past
home to Kodiak. The muscum
staff aim not only to educate
people, but to salvage and study
Alutiiq prehistoric sites before
they disappear.

Their first ma_;or archaeologp

cal project was in the fall of

1995. Archaeologists revisited
the well-known Karluk 1 site to
salvage its remaining treasures
before they were swept away by
the erodiong effects of the Karluk
River.

Karluk | was specnal among ar-
chaeological sites throughout the
world. It was continuously oc-

.. cupied for more than 1,000 years. .
-Many items were preserved that

normally do not survive the rav-

ages of time and weather.

By 1993, the site was rapidly
eroding. Many rare artifacts were
being thrown into a Iagoon and
deteriorating, rotting in the muck
of the Karluk River. )

- Museum archaeologists did a
reconnaissance. “We picked up

. everything we could find that was

lying in the river, said Museum
Curator, Amy Steffian, “and then
we excavated portions of the site
to save the material hefore the
site was ultimately destroyed by
winter storms.”

* During the next two summers

the excavation added thousands
of pieces to the muscum’s col-
lection, preserving the best view
of late prehistoric Alutiig culture
that there is, according to
Steffian.

“There's no other site like this
site that we know of yet. We're
talking wooden artifacts, in ad-
dition to the normal bone and
ivory, human hair, fiber and bas-
ketry, botanical remains, leaves,
bumblebees. You name ll it was
preserved in that - site,” said
Steffian. '

" The museum is also an educa-
tional jumping off point for the
Dig Afognak program located on
southern Afognak Island. People
come to the museum, learn about

Alutiiq culture and artifacts, see
what’s happening in the museum
and then go out and participate
in the ongoing excavation.

Three doctoral students are
currently working on the dig.
Last summer; 56 students panici-
pated in a “spirit camp” at the
site.

“We'd had so many of those
school age children in the mu-

seum, and they'd seen artifacts = -

and handled them.” But to put
those kids in a pit with an ar-
chaeologist and be the first one
1o scrape off and touch an ulu in
500 years — that was pretty
mind-boggling to some of those
youngsters,” said Steffian,

The museum also attracts col-
lections on loan. Using a grant
from the National Endowment
for the Humanities, the museum
is working with the Anchorage
Museum of History and Ant 10
bring a Smithsonian collection to
Kodiak. It consists of many
items of Alutiiq clothing, weap-
onry, masks and other items of
traditional culture collected in the
late 1800s.

Elders will be involved in cre-
ating the displays of the cultural
objects. For Rita Stevens, of the
Kodiak Arca Native Association,
that lends poignancy to the show.

SThey'lt try and remember
how it was in their family or
passcd down traditionally the dif-

ferent things that the.artifacts

were used for, said Stevens. “I'm
just so excited that there will be
the input of the native people so
it becomes more alive, more real
when they're typing out the de-

scriptions of the things that will -

be on display.”

The exhibit,- called Lookzng
Both Ways, is scheduled for May
1999.

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and
also produces the Alaska Coastul

Currents radio program. The se-

ries is sponsored by the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
to provide information abou: res-
toration activities within the spill
region.

e - st i .
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Treat the Sound like patient it is,
m  and do no more harm

By DAVID GRIMES

How are we Alaskans doing in
our efforts to learn the lessons of
the Exxon Valdez oil spill and assist
in the prevention and restoration of
wounded ecosystems? The EVOS
Trustee Council, the official gov-
ernment-designated healers for the

wounded patient that is the oil-spill’

region, have managed over the
years to give away one-half of our
$1 billion fund earmarked for
restoration to pay for so-called sci-
ence. This science, if it's any good,
will tell us only the two things we

already know: prevent oil spills and"

protect habitat.

Giving $500 million for scientists
suggests that they, not the Prince
William Sound ecosystem, were the
injured party. Like paparazzi de-
scending on Princess Diana, we
continue to photograph and harass
the real patient, learning the 20 dif-
ferent ways oil kills a seal's brain
and spending a fortune in restora-
tion funds to make artificial aquari-
um rocks in Seward look just like
the real ones outside in Resurrec-
tion Bay. This sort of research in
lieu of action is unconscionable.

Direct recovery of the ecosystem
from oil spill injuries will mostly be
the healing work of time and Moth-
er Nature. So, as human healers, we
would do well to follow the first two
lines of the Hippocratic oath: First;
do no (more) harm, and second,
trust in nature’s own innate healing
abilities. Qur task is to practice the
gospel of preventative medicine.
There is much to do.

After public outcry, the Trustee

Council has in the last few years fi- .-

nally engaged in genuine restora-
tion, through the purchase of habi-
. tat protections in the oil spill region
from the mostly Native corporation
landowners. Clear-cut logging be-

"~ came epidemic in the region after -

the oil spill and it is no joke that
- while we sat around studying the
patient, her legs were being
. chopped off. The region's forests
are home to salmon and many other
creatures threatened by oil.spills.
Whatever one thinks of the merits
of logging in Alaska's coastal
forests — where trees are at the
northern end of their range — this
is forest mining. These clear-cuts

will not recover to be harvestable

forests again for niany lifetimes.

" In itsdnatural state, a place like

! Prince William Sound, perhaps the

finest marine ecosystem in North

. America, is already highly devel-

oped and productive, an extraordi-
nary offering of forest, fish,
wildlife and beauty. By purchasing
timber rights and other conserva-
tion easements, we prevent further
harm. And for perhaps the first
time since the enactment of ANC-
SA, Native corporations are able to
be a part of the cash economy by
protecting, rather than exploiting,
the life and spirit of land and water.

Are there any other threats to the
region today? On the east side of the

:patient is the Copper River Delta
‘ecosystem, every bit as remarkable
‘and threatened as the Sound. The
‘ salmon runs of the Copper River

are world-renowned, and the Delta,

- considered the most important

habitat in the Western Hemisphere

. for shorebirds, serves as a key stag-
ing area for over 16 million shore-

birds and a significant portion of
other Pacific coast flyway water-

... fowl populations. The Delta also
. hosts nearly the entire-population of

Dusky Canada geese and thelargest

" concentration in North America of
nesting trumpeter swans. The east

Delta contains the Bering River and
its half-billion-ton coal fields. Early
this century the region was protect-

" ed from exploration by the remark-

able conservation work of Teddy
Roosevelt.

But today, the coal fields below
and the forests above are being set

. up for invasion by Chugach Alaska
- Corp., a regional Native Corpora-

tion that has lost hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in its short career
and is just emerging from bank-

- ruptcy. While Chugach has histori-

cally failed to provide dividends for

- its Native shareholders, it neverthe-
less has provided lucrative short-

term employment for a few falks,

- primarily management and stbcon-

tractors, through destructive and
nonsustainable resource extraction.
(Chugach shareholders.received no
dividends from recent clear-cutting
at Patton Bay on the outer coast of
the Sound, but the tirmber subcon-

“tractor is flying a new Lear jet.)

In the equivalent to'a new oil




In the equivalent to a new oil spill; Chugach Alaska

- Corp. plans to construct a 25-mile road off the
"1 Copper River Highway east of Cordova, crossing a
.4 hundred salmon streams to access its lands for
- clear-cutting and strip mining. The corporation and
" its shareholders will post losses once again, but
- not before despoiling one of the world’s great

sanctuaries for fish and wildlife, in a region still

' fecovering from the Exxon spill.

' spxll, Chugach plans to construct a
- 25-mile road off the Copper River

Highway east of Cordova, crossing

 ahundred salmon streams to access

its lands for clear-cutting and strip
mining. The corporation and its

- shareholders will post losses once

again, but not before despoiling one
of the world’s great sanctuaries for
fish and wildlife, in a region still re-

~ covering from the Exxon spill.

Keep the patient healthy. With-
out having to sell away, Chugach

- Alaska Corp., certainly can find lu-

crative ways to create shareholder

.. djvidends through conservation of
- 'résburces. The Trustee Council has

over $100 million in a Restoration

"~ Preserve. Conservation easements
can also be traded for federal sur-
- plus properties.
"~ And Sen. Frank Murkowski has
 recently championed the idea of re-

viving the Land and Water Conser-

» vation Fund, created in 1964 as part

of the deal to open the outer conti-
nental shelf to oil and gas drilling.
The idea for the fund is simple — a
small tax on the extraction of public
natural resources supports the pro-
tection of other lands and resources
— and the federal government
made a clear commitment to set
aside up to $900 million a year in
royalties from offshore leases to
fund such protection. For many
years Congress has shorted the
fund to hold down the deficit, and
Sen. Murkowski now plans to set
the fund back on its original course.

Chugach and the senator need to
get together.'They can prove to the
world that the most important lega-
cy of the Exxon Valdez oil spill is,

first, do no more harm.

0O David Grimes is a wildermess guide, musi-
cian, and former commercial fishermen who
has lived in Cordova for 20 years.




The facts en chugach Alaska

The Compass piece by David Grimes of

Nov. 3 was full of lies and distorted facts, typ- -

ical of an extreme environmentalist, Let's re-
view a few facts first:
1. The Chugach Alaska Corp. has not lost

" hundreds of millions of dollars. -

2. The Chugach Alaska Corp. is solvent

3. The Chugach Alaska Corp. has paid out.

dividends and other forms of benefits. -

4. The contractor logging. Patton . Béy -
bought a 1977 Cessna Cxtatlon not a new Lear }

Jet.
- 5. Harvesting trees is a sustamable renew-

» able source.

6. Logged areas can be relogged thhm one
lifetime.

7. All salmon streams are protected by
buffer zones; it's federal law.

8. Loggers klll trees, not flSh flshermen
kill fish.

9. The Copper Rlver and Bermg River

draw into the Gulf of Alaska, not Prince

William Sound.

10. The Copper River and Bering River -
were not in the “region” of the oil spill, but 75 -

and 100 miles east, respectively. -

11. Teddy Roosevelt never intended to pro-
tect the Upper Bering River coal fields; it was
a trust-busting measure against the Guggen-
heim syndicate.

The Chugach Alaska Corp chose these re-

i

mote, lsolated lands for one reason, to devel-
op. them for their shareholders’ future To
help their educational, business and personal
needs. To lock up these valuable lands would
be insane. As Alaska’s share of the salmon
market continues to fall, Cordova's future
may lie on these high-grade coal and timber
lands just as.it did on the copper mines for al-
most 40 years previous. To predict that the 25
miles of access road along the foothills will
despoil fish and wildlife habitat to become the
equivalent of another oil spill is using scare
tactics to its worst. How come nobody has
ever complained about the 50 miles of Copper
River Highway that cross the delta? Also, to
predict the Chugach Alaska Corp. will post
losses developmg their lands simply to divide
its shareholders is a cheap shot indeed.

— David Werner
- Cordova
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‘Land barons

\ ENERATIONS FROM now, people discussing the tragic -
legacy of the Exxon Valdez oil spill won't be talking about last-

. ing effects on populations of fish, birds or wildlife. The resiliency of

Mother Nature will assure no measurable long-term unpacts on the
environment.

But there will remain one shameful blight on Prince William

. . Sound — the massive transfer of land ownership that occurred .
¢ ‘when agents of government used oil company settlement money to

purchase vast tracts of Native-owned real estate.
The story a few decades from now will be similar to the one histo-

ry tells about the early settlers who used $24 worth of blankets and -
. trinkets to buy Manhattan from the Brooklyn Indians. The price -

was consxderably cheaper than the hundreds of millions spent to ac-
quire land in Prince William Sound. But in both instances, Indians
came out on the losing end of the deal.

In 1991, the state of Alaska, the federal government and the
Exxon Corp. agreed to a $900 million civil restitution settlement for
damages caused by the spill. The joint federal-state Exxon Valdez

Oil Spill Trustees Council was established to manage the money be-

ing paid in annual installments over a 10-year period.
Over the years, the trustees have authorized spending for a wide
range of projects related to the spill recovery. From mopping up oil to

- disseminating public information, from legal fees to scientific re-

search, and from archeological digs to a Sea Life Center in Seward,

numerous endeavors have been financed. But the one spendmg cate- -

gory that has surpassed all others is “habitat protection,” the pur-
chase of private lands owned by Native corporations.

The trustees earmarked about 40 percent of the total fund to buy
almost 700,000 acres. Land deals completed so far have made some
lawyers and lobbyists very rich and provided certain Native groups
with a short-term financial windfall. A

But generations from now, when that windfall is long spent,

~ young Natives will wonder what happened to their endowment of

land acquired in the hard-fought Alaska Native lands settlement ef-
fort. What happened to the promise of self determination, whxch
ownership of the land was to provide?

Now the trustees want congressional permission to invest re-
maining settlement money to provide an ongoing revenue source af-
ter Exxon’s debt is paid off. Sen. Frank Murkowski says an invest-
ment fund is fine — provided none of its earnings is used to acquire
more land. The trustees are balking at that stipulation.

Perhaps this is a good time to disband the trustees and put the
University of Alaska in charge of administering the mvestment fund
to advance marine science in Alaska'’s waters.

That would provxde gTeater lastmg benefits than the purchase of

- more land.
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Cash windfall
divides Natives

$30,000 checks, election

spoils of shareholder upnsung
By NATALIE PHILLIPS

Daily News reporter

‘T'wo years after a tiny Native corporation sold

. Andrew Kahutak

has been an
Akhiok-Kaguyak
board member
for 23 years.

trol of the board and authorize another round of

a big chunk.of its land on Kodi-
ak Island for $46 million, a
shareholder battle broke out

1 that pitted brother against
 brother and wife against hus-

band about whether to- lnvest
the money or hand it out.
After six months of courthouse

; jousting, the cash-seeking share- -

holders are declaring victory.
Two weeks ago, each of the
150 Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc. share-
holders .got checks’ averaging
$30,000 in the mail. A new board
election is scheduled for early
December when the dissident
shareholders hope to take con-

Please see Back Page, KODIAK

S idabmiram m re nn et

Paula Peter-
son, Clinda
Leger and
Irene Coyle
are some of
the original
Akhiok share-
holders who
want the cor-
poration to
disburse .
money from..
the purchase
of Akhiok-
Kaguyak
land.

JIM LAVRAKAS ©
Anchorage Darty News
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$30 000 checks.

" “The board was making bad investments,”
said David Eluska, a shareholder who found
himself challenging his brother, Ralph Eluska,
the president of the corporation. “We thought
it was better to give out distributions before
they lost all the money in bad investments.”

The rumbling started a year ago when a
group of shareholders began questioning some
of the board's investment decisions and argued
that more money from the land sale should be
distributed. They circulated a petiion demand-
ing an election of new board members.

- In response, the corporation’s board of di-
rectors sued the leaders, of the dissident
shareholders last May, claiming they were
spreading false information.

““I had to sue my sister. She was spear-
heading the whole thing,”’ said Andrew
Kahutak, chairman of the corporation's
board. “Basically what it came down to was
" greed. What they wanted was ridiculous. It
would kill our corporation. They just want
money They don't-care about the future.”

- His sister; Irene Coyle, said she would not
dxscuss the matter because of the pending
- election.

Kahutak said the corporatlon is worth’

about'$50 million and its investments are
. sound. Each shareholder gets $500 a_month
from the corporation’s operating profits and
another $500 from a corporation trust fund,
: he said. They have gotten a total of about
‘ $75,000 each, over the past three years, in-
cluding the initial $30,000 payout.

-~ “We don’t know how they came to the con-

clusxon that the investments were bad,’ » he
, sai :
" _This summer the court case file grew to fill
four files, each 2 inches thick. In August, the
two sides reached an out-of-court agreement

calling for, among other things, the Decem-

ber election and the recent cash distribution.’

“It was our counteroffer that they took,”
Kahutak said. “We are back to what we were
© going to do in the first place if they had left us
alone.”

This is not the first time Native corpora-
tions have been rocked by pay-me-now share-
- holder revolts.

Under a 1971 federal law that settled Alas-
ka Native homeland claims, Natives became
shareholders in 225 d:fferent corpor:itions
that split $1 billion'and 44 million acres. After
a rocky financial start, some of the corpora-
tions saw a turnaround when Congress in

RON ENGSTROM / Anchorage Daily News

1986 created a tax loophole for their benéfit.
Corporations that lost money were allowed to
sell “net operating losses” to companies that
wanted to offset profits and cut their tax bills.

The revolts began when those windfalls
were realized. Starting with shareholders of:
the Juneau-based Sealaska Corp., the dissi-
dent movement has crept up from Southeast,
through Anchorage and more recently struck
Doyon Ltd. in Fairbanks and the Barrow-
based Arctic Slope Regional Corp.

- What prompted the Akhiok-Kaguyak dis-
pute was a different windfall, one that could
trigger.a whole new wave of shareholder re-
volts.

Akhiok and Kaguyak started out as sepa-
rate village corporations, then merged in
1979. Like many village corporations, it strug-
gled financially in the early years. Most of the
land acquired by the company under the fed-
cral law fell within the Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge and was effectively blocked
from development.

4 In 1998, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee




Council offered the corporation $46 million
for title and easement rights to about half of
the corporation's land in the refuge..

The Trustee Council has spent more than
$325 million in the past four years buying land
and easements along Alaska's Southcentral
coast from a half-dozen Native corporations,
using money Exxon paid the state and federal
governments to settle lawsuits stemming
from the 1989 spill. The land was purchased
because it provided habitat for many of the
fish and wildlife species injured by the spill.

The corporatioris just now are deciding
what to do with their windfalls. When Akhiok-
Kaguyak first sold its land, each shareholder

- got a $30,000 check and the board had share-
holders® approval to set up a permanent trust
fund with the leftover money.

About a year ago, somie of the shareholders
started circulating petitions for a new elec-
tion because they feared the corporation was
wasting money. The corporation had spent
$4.78 million buying a 241-unit apartment
complex in New Mexico and another $6.25
million to become a part-owner in the New
York Life Building on Bensor Boulevard.

The dissidents also questioned the pur:
chase of a 38-foot pleasure boat, the. Luba

Marie, and complained the corporation didn't

have a program to help shareholders pur-
chase homes. They objected that the board
~seats had been locked up by the same people
for years, and they questioned why board
members were paid $1,500 a month. They
complained that the board refused to finan-
cially help a shareholder who died because he
“didn’t have the money for needed surgery.
The lawsuit was the first filed in a dispute
over how to spend the Exxon money, but the
"dissidents’ attorney, Richard Jameson of An-
chorage, said he suspects there will be more.
- “There’s a tendency for many of the corpo-
rations,” when they do settlements with the
Exxon money, to say ‘This is our money and we
will keep it in house and preserve it for future
generations,’ then go out and invest in all sorts
of things, some rather risky,” Jameson said.
“From what I understand there is a bit of
an upswelling’in the Native community. They
would like to have some fair share distributed

now, so thcy can individually invest in some ‘

" thing."
‘ B()dld chairman: Kahutak said uu}thmg
was fine until the corporation got the Exxon
moncey. “Then all of the sudden, we got all these
experts telling us what to do,” he said. “All of
these outsiders started sticking their noses in.’

I‘hL Lorporation’s, bot;rcl members argued

checks left in wake of shareholder uﬁ'riéing

that the dissident shareholders were stirring
up trouble with misinformation and if they
succeeded, the corporation could go broke.
The board sought a temporary court order to
stop the dissidents.

“The board recognizes that it may not have
handled thmgs as well as it could have,” the.
corporation’s -attorney wrote in its 1ega1 re-
quest. The corporation believed its decisions
were made in the best interest of sharehold-

ers, the attorney wrote, but it may not have

explained its actions well enough.

State Superior Court Judge-Rene Gonzalez
denied the request for the temporary order
and scheduled an August trial date for the law-
suit. But'the two sides reached a ‘settlement
before then. Still at issue is whether money
for a third $30,000 payout can be taken out of
the trust and distributed to shareholders.

- Dissident shareholder David Eluska said
he likes the idea of having a trust fund for fu-
ture generations, but he thinks it comes at the
expense of the current shareholders.

“[ wanted to see money go topeople who are
hvmg today,” said the 50-year-old Eluska, who
is the mayor of Akhiok, a south Kodiak Island
community of 100. “Because the way they are

- going into’ marriages nowadays, marrying non-

Nat wes, when distributions are made in the fu-
ture it will go to all non-Natives.”

“Eluska said he and his brother Ralph, the
corporation president, no longer speak. .

“I try to deal with him on a friendly basis, -
but it seems like he doesn’t want anythmg to
do with me,” he said. : '

Ralph Eluska could not be reached for
comment.

After 23 years on the board Kahutak said -
he is not running for re—elecnon Kahutak, his
wife and seven children are moving from An
chorage back to Akhiok. He expects the dissi-
dents will win enough seats in the December -
election to take over the board, but he thinks
he will be more effectlve fightmg them if he
is not on the board. -

T will be in the village where I can talk to
the people,” said the 48~year~old Kahutak. “I .
look at it this way. I am not going to be a board
member anymore. I will be on the other side
and [ will be able to talk without holding back.

“It*s not hard for me to go back,” he said. “I
am proud to go down there and [ will hold my
head up because I know what I did was right.
I can look them in the face and said there is
nothing to hide.”

Kahutak said he and his sister, one of the
dissident shareholders still Speak “but we

don’t © xl‘( polmcs i




More land
protected

along river

Exxon settlement allows
purchase of 188 acres

By DOUG LOSHBAUGH
Peninsula Clarion

Gov. Tony Knowles recently”
announced purchase of 188 acres

along the Kenai River using settle- *

ment money from the Exxon
Valdez oil spill. .

** Thaf makes Toughly 3,700 acres

purchased to date with roughly
$12.2 million in Exxon settlement
money to protect habitat along the
" Kenai and its tributaries.
Meanwhile, the Nature
Conservancy of Alaska recently
" accepted the donation of 40 acres
along the Killey River to preserve
an important brown bear migration
route. The Killey is a tributary tothe
Kenai. - .
The vast majority of Kenai River
purchases were made by the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council,
using money from the $300 million
civil settlement. But some come
from a second pot — $1.25 million
the Legislature appropriated from
the state’s $50 million share of the
Exxon criminal settlement for
Kenai River habitat protection.
The purchases Knowles
announced include some of each.
The 146-acre River Ranch par--
cel east of Sterling was purchased
with $1.65 million from the EVOS

trustees. That includes 5,300 feet of :

Kenai River frontage.

That brings the EVOS total to-
about 5,009 acres, for which the
trustees paid roughly $11.7 million.
The largest EVOS purchases are
1,377 acres bought from the
Salamatof Native Association off
Funny River Road, 803 acres
bought from Kenai Native
Association at the outlet to Skilak,
Lake, and 1,997 acres along the
Moose River, also bought from
KNA. The Salamatof and KNA
purchases became part of the feder-
al Kenai National Wildlife Refuge.

Mecanwhile, the Alaska

A-10 Peninsula Clarion, October 7,1997

Department of Fish and Game has
asked The Conservation Fund, a

national Jand-trust group based in

Arlington, Va., 10 arrange purchas-

- es with the $1.25 million from the

Legislature.

Knowles®  announcement
includes the first two such purchas-
es —the 17-acre Lowetractat Mile
10 of the Kenai River, and the 22.7-
acre Tall Timbers tract at Mile 14.5
on the Kenai River.

The Lowe parcel, bought for

$51,000, is mostly wetlands, and

. includes 1,500 feet of riverfront.

The Tall Timbers parcel, bought for
$450,000, includes 3,600 feet of
riverfront. ' ‘

Brad Meiklejohn. Alaska repre-
sentative for The Conservation
Fund, said two more deals totaling
roughly $350,000 are pending. The
fund has several others in mind to
use the remainder of the state’s
$1.25 million. In total, the money
should buy about 200 acres along
the Kenai River, he said.

- Fish and Game habitat biologist
Mark Kuwada said the Tall Timbers
and Lowe parcels will remain unde-
veloped. Whether they're opened
for public access or sport fishing
depends on a future assessment of

what the habitat will withstand, he

said.

. The future of River Ranch and
other small state’ parcels acquired
through the EVOS trustees depends
on mapagement agreements

between Fish and Game and the - .

Department of Natural Resources,
he said. Those have yet 10 be writ-
ten. : 4 '

- Connie Wolfe, planned giving
coordinator for the Nature
Conservancy in Anchorage, said
the 40 acres along the Killey was
donated by brothers Frederick and

Louis Reebs of Bellevue, Wash. It -

was part of land homesteaded in

. 1949 by Louis Reebs. It lies along

a major brown bear migration cor-
ridor. The area also provides
important feeding grounds for
brown bears, she said. King, silver

_ and pink salmon spawn in the

Killey. :

The land is inaccessible, she
said, andthe Killey there istoo shal-
low for motorboats. , ,

*It will be managed as a natural
area,” she said. “We aren't going 10
encourage or discourage recre-
ational use.”

The Reeb land is one of just two
parcels the Nature Cohservancy
owns in Alaska. The other is on
Lower Talarik Creek by Lake
Iliamna. )

Because so much land is pub-

“licly owned in Alaska, the Nature

Conservancy often refers inquiries
to groups like the Kachemak
Heritage Land Trust, said Michelle
Brown of the conservancy's
Soldotna office. The land trust
deals largely in conservation ease-
ments and already has two such
easements along the Kenai River.

et
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More land

- purchased
along river

- Sté‘té-bWé- 27 ac res -

toprotect Kenai River

Staff repont ‘ - ’
Alaska Gov. Tony Knowles has

announced purchase of another 27 acres

along the Kenai River to protect fish habitat;
The state Department of Fish and Game

“bought the land, at Mile 17:5 on the river,

using some of $1.25 million the Legislature

‘appropriated to protect Kenai River habitat =
from its $50 million share of the Exxon -

Valdez oil spill. The price of the 27 acres,
known as the “Grubba” parcel, was
$255,000. )

“The sloughs and wetlands of the lower
"Kenai are vital to salmon,” Knowles said.

“The Grubba property is outstanding habitat
that the state will manage carefully for the
benefit of all Alaskans. Thanks to Dolores
Grubba, these important wetlands are still
intact, and now they will be protected in per-
{xt‘lity.:i V . .

- - Thelandincludes roughly 750 feet of river
frontage, grassy wetlands and a slough

important to young salmon. Fish and Game
‘will manage the land.

“Our plan to protect habitat is a holistic

approach which involves purchasing some

parcels and protecting them in perpetuity
while will providing responsible recreation-
al access at other sites,” Knowles said.

- Fish and Game has has asked The
Conservation Fund, a national land-trust
group basedin Arlington, Va., toarrange pur-
chases with the $1.25 million. The first two

‘purchases, the 17-acre Lowe tract at Mile 10

on the river, and the 22.7-acre Tall Timbers
tractatMile 14.5, came earlier this year. Brad
Meiklejohn, Alaska representative for The
Conservation Fund, said the $1.25 million
should buy about 200 acres in total.

L
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Bixpey Seeks Ci Don'ation Of Land...

50 Acres Sought For Park

~ CITY BALL~A propos-
al that would add 50 acres of
city-owned land to 100 acres
of Wayne Blondeau property
at the mouth of Mineral Creek

~ for purchase as a state park

won the approval of the
Planning & Zoning
Commission Wednesday
night. "

Valdez attorney  Bill

_Bixby, a member of the State

Park Advisory Board said the

donation of 50 acres of water--

front property by the city
would "sweeten the pot"
It may.be enough, he said,

.to convince the Exxon Valdez

Oil Spill Trustee Council to

purchase the adjoining 100

acres owned by Blondeau.
The combined parcel,
Bixby told the commission,
ideally would be operated as a
state park.
He described the site as
"prime recreation property,

ideal as a trailhead for the new

Shoup Glacier trail, and a
launching point for kayakers."

City planner Dave Dengel
-~ described the 50 acres as part

“of the "seismic wave run-up

area" at the mouth of Mineral
Creek and was not included in
the city's master plan for an
area of development..
Nevertheless, planning
commissioner Jerry Saylors
had some misgivings about
the donation of city property.
"It gives the impression the

“city is aiding the sale of for the

owner, the ultimate benefac-
tor. Are we putting financial
gain on one person at city
expense?” he asked.

Commission Chairman
John Fanin, said he would go
along with two conditions
attached:

1. That the trailhead for
the Shoup Bay trail not tra-

~ verse any residential areas.

2. That the city's 50 acres
not be "locked up” once donat-
ed. '

In the end, the commis-
sion voted 6 to 0 to recom-

mend to the city council that’

the 50 acres be donated for
park purposes.

Bixby's appearance before
the couincil is phase two of his

effort to convince the Exxon
Valdez Trustee Council to
acquire the property. '

On the first go around,
according to Bixby, the prop-
erty was low-rated by the
council.

But Bixby believes that
community support, in the
form of petitions and letters,
and the donation of 50 adjoin-
ing acres, might convince the
trustee council to give the pro-
posal a higher billing.

The trustee council is
charged with spending nearly
$1 billion in settlement funds
the Exxon Corp. in the wake
of the 1989 oil spill. The funds
are dedicated to education and
restoration projects in the
spill-impacted areas.

In a response to Bixby's
proposal, Molly McCammon,
executive director of the
trustee council said, "These
kinds of actions would cer-
tainly make acquiring the par-
cel more interesting from the
council's perspective.”
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Alaska Coastal

Currents
By Joe Hunt -

I"—“'—"'

Funds provnde access

. Kayakcrs. boaters, hunters,
sport fishing enthusiasts, hikers,
campcrs, wildlife viewers and
" just about anyone who enjoys the

-.outdoors will find new recre-

;'ational opportunities in the region

.once smothered by Exxon Valdez
oa! ‘ ,

##"Criminal and civil scttlcmcnts
_with Exxon have provided the
_funds to open previously private
-land for public use and to build
new facilities at many of the
more popular parks and recre-
ation areas in the oil spill region.
" Through its programs (o pro-
tect habitat vital for restoration

~of injured species, the Exxon’
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council -

has acquired about 1,000 miles
of shoreline and a half million

. acres of land, including hundreds
~of miles of salmon streams..

"~ Public.ownership means bctter
public access. Outfitters and
guides report that kayakers and
‘boaters are discovering -the
beauty of Eshamy Bay and other
bays in western Prince William
Sound. Afognak Island State
Park was established and Shuyak
Island State Park recently tripled
in size, fincreasing recreational
opportunitics.

An Alaska Marine Park sySo
tem is emerging in Prince Will-
iam Sound, offering Acw lacili-

ties for boaters. The Department
of Natural Resources is using

funds from the statc’s criminal
scttlement to build hiking trails,
public usc cabins, docks, camp
sites, ‘informational signs, and
boat launches at several lecations
throughout Prince William
Sound, the Kenai Peninsula and
the Kodiak Argh»pglagn '

A The Kenai River is the eco-
-~ pomic engine for hoth the sport
lishing and comuercial lishing
lndustm\ on the Kenai Peninsila
and protecting habitat adong the
river is strongly supported by
both industries. Altogether, the

Council has either protected or
reached agreements to acquire
more than 2,500 acres on the
river, including several miles of
riverbank vital for the successful
rearing of sockeye and kmg
salmon,

Private mholdmgs -within
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge

- are often found at key access

points, often areas where birds,
bears and fish congregate. The
Council has purchased several
parcels along estuaries, bays and
salmon streams, providing key

" access for fishing and hunting as .

well as good anchorages for boat-
ing.

- Sometimes, small parcels are
acquired primarily for recre-
ational pirposes. Near Homer, a
rare 220-acre parcel along the
bluff, known as the Tulin home-
stead, has been acquired as a pos-
sible reercation arca. Alaska State
Parks is managing the land and,
although its final uses haven't
been determincd, hikers this sum-
mer made usc of its scenic ac-
cess to the beach alon" i
Kachemak Bay.

The last remaining heach snlp
on Lowell Point ncar Seward has
been saved from possible devel-
opment and will continue 1o serve

“as a fishing beach, launch site for

kayaks and intertidal classroom.

“The site has long been uscd by

teachers, particularly from_the
Anchorage schools, to provndc
lessons in maring biology to fifth
and sixth graders. The state parks
office has plans to devclop the -
sitc (o provide parking, toilets
and access to the Caines Hcad
coastal trail.

Joe Huni reparted an the
Ecxon Valdez oil spill for The
Anchorage Times. He currently
serves as communications coor-.
dinatar for the Exxon Vakde:z Ol
Spill Trustees Council, which
sponsors this series.
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| Spil—l funds increase recreational opportunities

Editor's note: It has been eight years since the
Exxon Valdez ran aground in Prince William
Sound, spilling nearly 11 millions gallons of
Alaska crude 0il. Time has since loid quite a lot
about the spill's long-term eflects. To help tel!
the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee

Council is providing this column focusing on the.

ongoing recovery within the spill region.

By JOE HUNT

Kayakers, boaters, hunters, sport fishing
- enthusiasts, hikers, campers, wildlife viewers
- and just about anyone who enjoys the out-
doors will find new recreational opportuni-
ties in the region once smothered by Exxon
Valdez oil. - : .
- Criminal and civil settlements with Exxon
have provided the funds to open previously
private land for public use and to build new
facilities at many of the more popular parks
and recreation areas in the oil spill region.
Through its programs to protect habitat
vital for restoration of injured species, the
- Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has
acquired about 1,000 miles of shoreline and a
half million acres of land, including hun-
dreds of miles of salmen streams.
Public ownership means better public
access.

-Outfitters and guides report that kayakers.

and boaters are discovering the beauty of

Eshamy Bay
and  other
bays in west- .
ern Prince |
William
Sound.’
Afognak
Island State .
Park was established and Shuyak Island State
Park recently tripled in size, increasing recre-

Rezorston ars! moowery kilowing s Eooxe Vatierel ) sl

" ational opportunities.

- An Alaska Marine Park system is emerg-
ing in Prince William Sound, offering new
facilities for boaters. The Department of
Natural Resources is using funds {rom the

- state’s criminal settlement to build hiking
“trails, public use cabins, docks, camp sites,

informational signs and boat launches at sev-
eral Jocations throughout Prince William
Sound, the Kenai Peninsula and the Kodiak
Archipelago.

The Kenai River is the economic engine
for both the sport fishing and commercial
fishing industries on the Kenai Peninsula and

protecting habitat along the river is strongly -

supported by both industries. Altogether, the
council has either protected or reached agree-
ments to acquire more than 2,500 acres on
the river, including several miles of river-
bank vital for the successful rearing of sock-
eye and king salmon. . -

Private inholdings within Kodiak National

Wildlife Refuge are often found at key access
points, often areas where birds, bear and fish

-congregate. The council has purchased sever-

al parcels along estuaries, bays and salmon
streams, providing key access for fishing and
hunting, as well as good anchorages for boat-
ing. ' C

Sometimes, small parcels are acquired pri-
marily for recreational purposes. Near
Homer, a rare 220-acre parcel along the
bluff, known as the Tulin homestead, has
been acquired as a possible recreation area.
Alaska State Parks is managing the land and,
although its final uses haven’t been deter-
mined, hikers this sumimer made use of its
scenic access to the beach along Kachemak
Bay. s

The last remaining beach site on Lowell
Point near Seward has been saved from pos-

. sible development and will continue to serve

as a fishing beach, launch site for kayaks and
intertidal classroom. The site has long been
used by teachers, particularly from the
Anchorage schools, to provide lessons in
marine biology to fifth- and sixth-graders.
The state parks office has plans to develop
the site to provide parking, toilets and access
to the Caines Head coastal trail.

Joe Hunt is communications coordinator
for the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees
Council.
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| H,eritagé finds a home

On Kodiak Island, a cultural

renaissance has taken placé dur-

.ing recent years, beginning with
a significant archaeological dis-

‘covery |4 years ago and culmi-

~ nating with a state-of-the-art re-

pository and museum built in
1995,

People in Kodlak bcgan dream-
ing about establishing a reposi-
tory many ‘years ago as interest
in traditional culture grew. Ex-
cavation of an ancient site along
the Karluk River spurred them
to accomplish their dream.

- The tmy village of Karluk
lies at the mouth ofthe salmon-
rich Karluk River.

Rick Knecht and his teacher,
- Dr. Richard Jordan, began un-
carthing itéms unseen for hun-
dreds of years and unknown to
modern archaeologists. AS
several summers went by and
“the-collections grew, research

was expanded to include other .-

parts of the island. Interest in
traditional culture surged.
Alutiig Museum Curator Amy
Steffian said.

“It brought back a lrcmcndous.

feeling of pride and interest in
traditional culture,” she said.

Rita Stevens, of the Kodiak
Area Native Association, was at
a meeting where some of the ar-
tifacts from the Karluk dig were
revealed publicly for the first
lime. .

“I remember the archaeolo-
gists coming (o town and hav-
ing a special mecling up at the

senior center,” she said. “A lot’
of the Native pcople came to that

talk and got to actually see these
incredible artifacts from the
Karluk. [t was really an awak-
ening of what a rich artistic and
civilized culture we had in the
past that we didn’t even know
about.

“I remember one woman say-

In 1983, a
_group of archaeologists led by -

ing, ‘gee I thought we were Rus-
sian. I didn’t know that all this
was here,” said Stevens.

" A foundation was established
to promote all aspects of Alutiig
culture and history and plans
were drawn for a cultural center,
which included a climatically
controlled home for safe storage
of the artifacts. -

During the Exxon Valdez oil
spill, several archaeological sites
were damaged by oil and van-
dalized by cleanup workers. To
offset the harm, the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
funded projects to excavale and
preserve some sites. In Kodiak,
$1.5 million was dedicated to
building a rcpomory as part of
the Alutiiq Muscum.

The two-year-old museum is
located in the heart of Kodiak
city, in an arca representing more
than 7,000 years of heritage. The

museum _staff host educational

events and provide logistical sup-

-port and professional expertise

for archaeological and historical
projects.

The collection includes more
than 100,000 culwral items -
from ancient artifacts 1o census
records. photographs, art, and pri-
vate collections.

It is unique, even among tribal
repositories nationwide, Steffian
said. “We're able to take the best
of everything and put it together
in one facility so that the goals
of archaeology and the drcams
and wishes of Native American
people can be jointly pursued,”
said Steffian.

- Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and
also produces the Alaska Coastal
Currents radio program. The se-
ries is sponsored by the Exxon
Valde: Oit Spill Trustee Council
to provide information abour res-
toration activities within the spill
region.
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Kodlak museum reachmg into the dlstant past

By Jody Seitz
For The Times

The two-year-old Alutiiq Museum
is reaching back thousands of years
and bringing the past home to
Kodiak: The museum staff aims not
only to educate people, but to salvage
and study Alutiiq prehistoric sites
before they disappear.

. The museum’s first major archae--
ological project was in the fall of
1995. Archaeologists revisited the
well-known Karluk I site to salvage

its remaining treasures before they

were swept away by the eroding
effects of the Karluk River.

. Karluk 1 was special among
archaeological sites throughout the
world. It was continuously occupied
for more than 1,000 years. Many
items were preserved that normally
do not survive the ravages of time and
weather.

By 1995, the site was rapidly
eroding. Many rare artifacts were

being thrown into a lagoon and dete-

riorating, rotting in the muck of the:
Karluk River.

Museum archaeologists did a
reconnaissance. “We picked up
everything we could find that was
lying in the river,” said Museum
Curator, Amy Steffian, “and then we
- excavated portions of the site to save

Coastal currents

the material before the site was ulti-
mately destroyed by winter storms.”

During the next two summers the

excavation added thousands of pieces
to the museum’s collection, preserv-
ing the best view of late prehistoric
Alutiiq culture that there is, according
to Steffian. ‘

*"There's no other site like this site
that we kpow of yet. We're talking
wooden artifacts, in addition to the
normal bone and ivory, human hair,
fiber and basketry, botanical remains,
leaves, bumblebees. You name it, it
was preserved in that site,” said
Steffian. ,

The museum is also an education-
al jumping off point for the Dig
Afognak program located on south-
ern Afognak Island. People come to
the museum, learn about Alutiiq cul-
ture and artifacts, see what's happen-
ing in the museum and then go out
and participate in the excavation.

Three doctoral students are cur-
rently working on the dig. Last sum-
mer, 56 students participated in a
“spirit camp” at the site.

“We'd had so many of those

* school age children in the museum,

and they’d seen artifacts and handled
them. But-to put those kids in a pit
with an archaeologist and be the first

one to scrape off and touch an ulu in
500 years — that was pretty mind-
boggling to some of those young-
sters,” said Steffian,

The museum also attracts collec-

tions on loan. Using a grant from the
National Endowment  for the
‘Hurnanities, the museum is working
with the Anchorage Museum of
History and Art to bring a
Smithsonian collection to Kodiak, It
consists of many items of Alutiiq
clothing, weaponry, masks and other
itemns of traditional culture collectcd
in the late 1800s.
" Elders will be involved in creat-
ing the displays of the cultural
objects. For Rita Stevens, of the
Kodiak Area Native Association, that
lends poignancy to the show.

*They'll try and remember how
it was in their family or passed down®
traditionally the different things that
the artifacts were used for, said
Stevens. “I'm just so excited that
there will be the input of the Native
people so it becomes more alive,
more real when they're typing out
the descriptions of the things that will
be on display.”

The exhibit, called “Looking
Both Ways,” is scheduled for May
1999.

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and
also produces the Alaska Coastal
Currents radio program.
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by Hal Spence
Staff Writer :

A citizens' panel has served up a dozen
recommendations .for ways to improve
future state oil and gas lease-sale practices
and boost public confidence in the process
by ensuring greater disclosure of the poten-
tial impacts on residents of the Cook Inlet

_ basin.

The 11-member Stakeholders Group
delivered its report to Natural Resources
Commissioner John Shively on Thursday
of last week after reaching consensus on the
12 recommendations during a month of
hearings and deliberations. Panel members
said they expect the recommendations to
become policy.

“We understand that these consensus
items will be implemented by your depan-
ment (Alaska Department of Natural
Resources),” the panel wrote Shively.

Whether some or all the recommenda-
tions will get that far is unclear, because at
least some witl require legislative action.
Earlier this year, Sen. Drue Pearce, R-

" Anchorage, blocked an effort 1o fund the

tions if there was no legal restriction or if it
didn’t have a funding requirement.”

.- She said two recommendations — that
DNR's Division of Oil and Gas consider
the aesthetic appeal of permanent structures
and their compatibility with surrounding
areas where there are no local zoning laws,
and a proposal for tax breaks to companies
conducting water gquality monitoring pro-
jects — would require legislative action.

She said DNR has no zoning power
and couldn’t do anything like require com-
patibility. As to the tax issue, Phillips said
she doesn’t know how lawmakers would
react.

Shively said this week he would ry to
implement the recommendations he could.
. “My commitment to (the stakeholders)
was that we would implement them.” he

said Monday.

" The tax-credit recommendation also
was supported by an;earlier stakeholders
panel — formed in Febmary in the wake of
state Lease Sale 85A held in December of
last year. Shively said that implementing it
would require a change in state law.

: “According

stakeholder process
itself, calling Gov.
Tony Knowles’ ini-
liative “‘unwarrant-
ed” and counter to
recent legislative
efforts to stream-
line the state leas-

“It’s always a good idea
to see how. others view
what you are doing.”

to  Shively’s
aide, Patty
Bielawski, the
Department of
Revenue is
working on
possible statu-
tory amend-

— John Shively

ing policy and pro-
tect it from delays.

She said Knowles had “takcn a major
step backwards” in initiating the stakehold-
er process. She said it was likely to invite
“delays, appeals and litigation™ in the
course of holding future lease sales.

Pearce was in England this week and
unavailable for comment., However, House
Speaker Gail Phillips, R-Homer, on
Tuesday took issue with the stakeholders’
presumption of implementation.

*“This causes me a great deal of prob-
lems,” Phillips said. “The stakeholders
group is advisory to the commissioner. The
commissioner made it clear he would con-

o 3

ments that

- would clear the way for such tax credits.

That puts the issue squarely in the
Legislature’s lap.

Budget constraints also could preclude
implementing some recommendations.

“We are on reasonably good grounds
as far as the recommendations we got,”
Shively said.

However, some of the public-notice
suggestions could be costly, he said.

For instance, the stakeholders recom-
mended DNR adjust its internal budget to
accommodate efforts at better and more
effective advertising of lease-sale proce-
dures, including raising the current commu-

“notice’ of sales and their preliminary hear-
ings to one of “‘advertising’. targeted
toward soliciting pamc:pauon” by the pub-
lic.

There were recommendations concern-
ing surface entry and' private property
rights, including a requirement that land
owners - within a half-mile of -a planned
lease get notification complete with a list of
responsibilities and rights and procedures
1o follow in asking for reconsideration by
the commissioner as well as how to procecd
as an aggrieved party. .

Stakeholders also suggested that cour-
tesy notices of the exploration and develop-
ment operational plans which come out of a
lease sale be given to adjacent property
owners. ,

Such efforts may require additional
funding, Shively said, but probably would
be implemented eventually.

One notification issue on which the

stakeholders’ failed to agree concerned
announcements by stale agencies when .

petroleum companies actually apply- for

_exploration and development permits,

Shively said. Those permit requests typical-
ly run through the state’s coastal zone man-

agement process, which has its own public

notification procedure.

“Individual agencies may or gnany not -

publicly notice their individual permits,”
Shively said.

Phillips said she thinks there is menit to
the notification recommendations.

“ “I don’t have any problems on the pro-
posals on notification and thmgs like that. 1
think that is something that is necessary and
something that nccdcd to be done,” she
said.

Other areas where agreement could not |
_be reached included whether specific areas

should be removed from the areawide sale,

. and possible changes in surface entry rules,

such as whether certain areas should be off-
limits to surface entry.

“Those are things we will have to look
at,” Shively said.

Another recommendation likely to
need legislative approval was a suggestion
that thc state scck funding for a water-data

vt endenet feamy the Wexon

. Committee, Shively said.

Rep. Gail Phillips - .

Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. The
mbney would be used to address the health:
of critical watersheds in Cook lnlel and-:
Prince William Sound. :

Council funding decisions must also’
get the OK from the Legislature, or at least
the Legislative Budget and Audir

The panel also has rccommcndcd
changes in the way DNR addresses mitiga-
tion measures.

Stakeholders also asked that a 60-day
comment period for the prelimina t
interest finding issued for the Cook illlet
areawide lease sale be extended to 90 days.
that Alaska make an effort to encourage
local hire, that better maps be made avail-

able giving property owners and other resi-

dents pertinent information, that the state
encourage conservation measures lo reduce
hydrocarbon emissions and encourage
research into allemative energy sources,

- Shively praised the stakeholders’
efforts and the process, but said it might
have been more thorough.

“I think it's been beneficial,” he said.
“It’s always a good idea to see how others
view what you g:e‘domg Itgs-an :xpenswc
process, and weé didn’t have the money to
o it as fullv as we might have.”



One-tlme state blologlst plcked to

By JON LITTLE
Daily News Peninsula Bureau -
SOLDOTNA — The Alaska
Sealife Center has named a
recently retired state biolo-
gist as interim director to
guide the one-of-a-kind facili-
ty through its May opening.
The center's board on
Wednesday named Kim
Sundberg as interim director
while it begins a nationwide
hunt for a permanent leader.
Sundberg is no stranger to
the Sealifg Center. He has

" had a hand in its design and
budget since late 1993 as a"
representative of the state

Department of Fish and
Game,

“It’s a real natural for
him,” said Maureen Sims, a

member of the center's man-

agement team. “We don't
need to bring somebody up to
speed. He's already there.”

He will replace John B.
Hendricks, the center’s first
executive ‘director, who re-
signid late last week citing

personal reasons. Hendricks
had been on board for a year.
He was credited with assem-
bling a staff of experts and
leading the $55 million .pro-
ject through an intense peri-
od of construction, which
should be essentially com-
- plete by Thanksgiving.
Sundberg's role will be to
see the facility through its
transition from construction
to daily operation, Sims said.
The center's governing board
now fvill look for a director

run Alaska Sealife Center

" ANCHORAGE DAILY NEHS / METRO-B / NOVEMBER 6, 1997

who has a strong background
not only in budgets and staff
management, but also in re-
search.

“The facility is different
from any other because of its
research and scientific com-

ponent,” Sims said. “Others -

are more oriented toward
public visitation.”

The 115,000-square-foot '

facility on the shore of Resur-

rection Bay in Seward is the

first cold-water marine re-

search cepter in the Western
4

Hemisphere, managers say.

It will combine rehabilitation

with research and visitor ed-
ucation. And it will be home
to Steller sea lions, harbor
seals and a variety of
seabirds.

It is being built with $37.5
million from settlements re-
lated to the Exxon Valdez oil
spill: Another $17.5 million in
revenue bonds were sold to
cover the rest of construction
and other costs.

A 20~yez’a{ biologist with

Fish and Game, Sundberg
had recently retired and was.
tracked down while he and
his wife were visiting family
in the Pacific Northwest,
Sims said. “They. were kind
enough to adjust their plans
for the next six or seven.
months to come back.”

In 1996, Sundberg was rec-
ognized by the Seward Asso-
ciation of Marine Science for

his commitment to the Seal.-’

ife Center. _
“During his three-year in-
volvement, he led the scien-

_ tific and educational work
- groups that developed the

center's programs and was
instrumental in guiding this
project through the Exxon

Valdez Oil Spill Trustee .

Council process,” said Jack

Scoby, the Seal.ife Center

board president.’
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Sealife Cer.‘ 1 awards mdoor exh|bltry bid

By Erlc Fry
LOG Stat

It starts with underwater pho-
tographers recording kelp in
Resurrection Bay and will end with
people in puffin costumes popping
out of eggs.

" As conslruction begins on the
‘indoor exhibits at the Alaska
Seal.ife Center, staff members are
" brainstorming the programs that
will make up a big part of the visi-

_ tors' experience.
They're thinking of hands-on

science and art projects, video com-.

munications with researchers,
microscopes connected to video
screens, and puppet shows and skits,

such as a baby puffin emerging from"

anegg.

“It will be almost impossible to
walk in and not encounter someone
to explain and enhance the experi-
ence,” said Jim Pleiffenberger, coor-

dinator of the Discovery Program,
the education component of the cen-

tet.

The SeaLife -Center recently
awarded an $884,000 bid to Strand
Hunt Construction for the indoor
exhibits.

The work, which is scheduled
for completion in late March, con-
sists mainly of manufacturing and
installing tanks with artificial habi-
tats, and graphic panels explaining
the exhibits.

Surand Hunt has subcontracted
with Visual Images of Portland,
Ore., for the graphics, which include
photographs and text on a framed
backing similar to artwork, said Pete
Edmonds, project manager for
Strand Hunt, which is also the gen-
eral contractor for. the SecaLife
Center's construction. . e

International Conccpl
Management of Grand Junction,
Colo., is making the aquarium-like
tanks and their molded and painted
fiberglass habitats, Edmonds said.
Service Electric of Seward is doing
the electrical work. ,

BIOS: Inc. of Scattle designed
the exhibits for $272,000. Company
president Jim Peterson said the
scrics of exhibits with their graphics
show Alaska marine environments,
provide information on research
projects, and explain why the
research is necded, “a soft take on
resource management.”

Panels on Steller sea lions have

‘We re trying to integrate the senses and a sense

of play‘into the Iearmng experlence.

— Vicki Seigel

phblogra'phs of them and text about

their weight, height, vocalizations
and diving abilities.

But they also includes messages
about their endangered condition.
“They are big but fragile. In Alaska
young Steller sea lions compete
with other marine mammals and
fishermen for food. ... In 1970 there
were 107,000 Stellers here, now
there are 20,000."

BIOS staffers read up on the sci-
entific literature, talked o aquarium
workers, and photographed under
waler in Resurrection Bay to leam
about the environments the tanks
would display, Peterson said.

. When visitors enter the Scal.ife
Center's lobby and go up an escala-
tor to the second floor, which is

where the exhibits begin, they'll see

photomurals on the walls.

Then visitors will see introduc-
tory videos in a stand-up “theater”
area. A side gallery will accommo-
date changing exhibits. ,

The main gallery will have
tanks, some as large as 3,600 gal-
lons, featuring the habitats of pelag-

ic fish like herring, lingcod and

flounder; jellyfish; a kelp forest
with rockfish, crabs and bottom ani-
mals; a “discovery zone” of small
animals that can be touched, which
overlooks the fish genetics lab; a
salmon stream; a series of small
tanks showing aspects of the inter-
tidal zone such as barnacles and
mussels, anemones and algae, and
sea stars; crabs; and oclopus and
. ,wolf eels. . ’

BIOS has been in busincss since
1972, designing aquarium and 200
exhibits worldwide. The staff is a
mix of biologists, architects and
researchers with a science-writing
background.

“What we bring to it is our
knowledge of what people do in
exhibits and what they like to sce,”
Peterson said.

Part of that is to provide a vaniety
of ways of seeing, such as tele-
scopes looking out onto
Resurrection Bay, microscopes, and
large and small tanks, Peterson said.

The exhibits aren’t intended to
stand alonc as displays, he said.

They require interactions with

researchers and staff. “People will
find their visits will be only half-
passive,” Peterson said.

That's where the SeaLife
Center's discovery staff comes in,
“We're trying to integrate the sens-
es and a sense of play into the leam-
ing experience,” said discovery pro-
gram designer Vicki Seigel.

Their goal is to have some kind
of program every half hour at vari-
ous locations for 10-20 minutes,
“going into a little more depth about
the exhibitry,” Pfeiffenberger said.

“We'll have hands-on science,
t00," said Leslic Pean, discovery
education director. *'We're operat-
ing on the philosophy you'll bring
your own special talents to the study
of science.”

“Visitors could see updates on
rescarch at the center through videos
of the scientists, she said, and
maybe get real-time information
from oceanographic research con-

-ducted by the Institute of Marine

Science.

Staff members could use mobxlc
cabinets 10 bring natural objects to
the public that they could touch,
such as animal skulls and pelts,
Pfeiffenberger said.

They're working on a "See Lile”
tour for school groups, in which stu-
dents will instructed in natural his-
tory and given materials to draw
animals.

“We're hoping to really wap the
schools,” Seigel said. Elcmcnmry

.-~ students. could Wi, skits o pup::

pet shows. They're developing a
mathematics program.related to
measuréments.

_The daily routine of the SeaL.ife
Center,js part of what they expect
visitors will be interested in. The
animals will be fed when the center
is open o visitors.

Even the SeaLife Center’s con-
struction should attract curiosity.
Based on what visitors said during
hard-hat construction tours this
summer, they're interested in the
center's life-support systems and
how the artificial habitats were
made. Pfeiffenberger is making a
video about the latter.
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" Murkowski spill fund
spending plan sparks battle

Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-Aluskat, wants
tight controls on - how proceeds from
future investments of Exxon Valdez oil
spill money are spent. His effort has pro-
voked a barde with spill fund trustees.

The trustees last month asked Congress
for a change in federal Law to allow money
from the $900 million settlernent to be
invested at higher rates of interest.

That money is now deposited in 2 -
court-administered fund that earns only
about 5 percent interest. Trustees are
convinced they can get a better deal
elsewhere.

While that's finc with Murkowski, he -
wants to prescribe how the millioas of -
dollars in additional interest will be spent.
Under Murkowski's proposal, none of the
money could be spent on land acqmsx-
tions.

Instead, the trustee council could spend
the interest windfall only on marine re-
search and economic restoration projects
sought by the fishing industry.

‘Molly McCammon, executive director
of the trustee council. is so concerned
about Congress horningin on thecouncil's
‘responsibilitics that she now wants
Murkowski and Congress to back off mak-
ing any chunges in the investment law.
cven though it could cost $4 million or
more in foregone interest this year.

o
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Tufted puffms flrst blrds at Sea

By Eric Fry
LOG Staff

The Alaska SeaLife Center's first birds amved in
Seward in early October.

The seven young tufted puffins are staying at the
nearby Institute of Manne Science until they move into
the Sealife Center in January or February.

They aren’t available for public viewing yet. “We
want to give them a chance to settle in without a lot of
fuss,” said the SeaL.ife Center’s birds curator Tiffani
Thompson in a press release.

Six of the puffins came from the Oregon Coast
Aquarium in Newport Ore., where puffins were bred
with the intention of sending the chicks to the Seal.ife
Center. The seventh puffin was part of a completed
research project in Homer.

The chicks are several months old and nearly fully
grown, but they won't have their adult plumage and
bright orange bills for about three years, said Steve
Rollins, the Seal.ife Center’s aviculture supervisor.
Their sex isn't known because it isn't visible. “You can’ t
tell by looking at a bird as to what sex they are,”
Thompson said.

.. .When the SeaLife Center is completed, the puffins

~* will be exhibited in the enclosed outdoor bird habitat, -
_ where they will live in man-made burrows or ones they .

make themselves, use man-made nest boxes that they
line themselves, and dive in the 105,000-gallon pool for
at least part of their food.

- They'll eat needle fish, herring, clams, squid, shrimps
and possxbly krill, plus one fish that. has been fortified
with vitamins 1o replace nutrients lost by freezing the
other fish, Rollins said.

Besides feeding the birds on land, the SeaLife Center

will shoot frozen fish into the water, to simulate the way |
birds would feed on live fish in the wild. 'I'hcy could have'

frozen krill served in ice cubes.
An bubble-creating acrator at the bottom of the: po-ol

will give them something to play with, Rollins said. -

“Birds do really love that stuff. Because they're in a cap-
tive sxtuauan, you try to enrich their envtmnmcnt, he
said.
.+ The puffins will have their choice of 46 artificial bur-
rows, from 3 feet to 15 feet in depth, with openings of
varying sizes so that homed puffins don't have to com-
pete for space against larger tufted puffins. .

. One of the main functions of the puffins’ bills is to
burrow into dirt. The habitat will have dirt areas where

" theéy can build their own burrows.

" The birds will be given disinfected nesting matcnals

like pine needles and leaves, with which they'll line their .

_ife Center

: * :*‘f'.‘;“: 2
Rrciioh Ly Y5 ‘
A e
'~~q.:a<°~?’ "'ﬁ‘}‘ o 1 e T S ESSDRA
Photo courtesy the Alsska Seallfe Center

Young tufted putfins like this one are hanging

“out at the institute of Marine Science before

moving into new quarters at the Alaska Sealife
Center this winter.

foot-square nest boxcs at lhc end of the artificial bur-
rows.

- The nests won't be directly v1s:blc because the least
disturbance could cause the puffins to abandon their eggs,
Rollins said But the Seal ife Center might monitor a nest
box with a video camera, and the public could see the
birds incubating their eggs and feeding their chicks.

" Both parents take tumns incubating eggs, keeping the

" chicks warm after birth and feeding them, Rollins said.

By the time the SeaLife Center opens to the public in
May 1998, these puffins will be joined by six adults from
New York City's Central Park Zoo and eight adult com-
mon murres from Sea World of Florida, Rollins said. The
murres will nest on ledges in the habitat.

Besides the 105,000-gallon pool, whichis upto21 12

feet deep, the seabird habitat will have about 100,000
. cubic feet of space above ground. The covered and net-
. ted area is 60 feet long by 60 feet wide by 27 feet high,
" The public will be able to walk within part of it and be

with the birds.
*"The nicest part about it is you'll actually be able to

- hear the birds,” Rollins said. Bonded birds slap thctrbdls
_together (o greet each other.
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" spokeswoman
- Quilliam. *‘The company
- painted on sea stars and mus-
- sels and barnacles where the
- water line is. ... It looks very
" realistic.”’ C

Associated Press Writer
ANCHORAGE (AP) — The
Alaska SeaLife Center in

- Seward has taken possession of

its first permanent residents.
Seven baby tufted puffins ar-

“'rived earlier this month, six
- from Oregon and one from

Homer, and all younger than 2

months. :

For now, the birds are stay-

- ing at the nearby Institute of

Marine Science feasting on

" herring, squid, clams and -
shrimp, while a team of artists

works on an artificial rock
ledge to look and feel like the
birds’ natural habitat.

**The rock goes up about 30°

feet or so, and there are bur-
rows that are made into the
rocks so the birds can do their
nesting,’’ said SeaLife Center
Corinna

Quilliam said the hird cxhibit

“ix one of the largest on the
West Coast, with a 17-foot-
_dcep, 105.000-gallon water

tank. It cost $2.8 million to

.. build.

Because the puffins are so
young, they don't yet look like
the puffins of calendar photo-
graphs, Quiltiam said. They
won't develop their bright sum-

mer plumage for another two

years. And unlil they begin
breeding. their sex is unknown,

" too, said ScalLife Center bird

curator. Tiffani Thompson.
Even though they are indig-
enous o Alaska, the six Or-

~ egon-born birds nced to accli-

mate (o the colder temperatures
in Seward, Thompson said. The
Homer bird is holding its own.
**He is very imprinted by hu-
mans and actually follows the
handlers around and sits on
their laps:'” Quilliam said.
“The cenler is expecting to re-
ceive scveral mature tufted puf-
fins, and other marinc birds be-
fore its grand opening in May.
‘*We're looking at common
murres, possibly some horncd
puffins and possibly some

Sealife ( 2nter gets firs* puffins

. By MELISSA DeVAUGHN

black oyster catchers,”’
Quilliam said. **Puffins in gen-
cral will be popular because
they're very bright in the sum-
mer. PR ,

The younger puffins should
be scttled permanently in their

new rock homes in January or

February. The only other mam-
mal to be taken in at the center
was a week-old injured male

dall porpoise that was rescued

from Juneau in July. It died less
than a week later. '

Valdez Star  October 29, 1997
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Sea Life Center

Takes In First Birds

.SEWARD (AP)»—The Alaska
Sealife Center in Seward has

" taken possession of its first per-
manent residents. Seven baby
tufted puffins arrived earlier
this month, six from Oregon
and one from Homer, and all
younger than 2 months.

For now, the birds are staying

at the nearby Institute of
Marine Science feasting on
herfing, squid, clams and
shrimp, while a team of artists
works on' an artificial rock
ledge to look and feel like the
_birds’ natural habitat.
“'The rock goes up about 30
. feet or so, and there are. bur-
rows that are made into the
. rocks so the birds can do their
nesting,” said SeaLife Center
spokeswoman ~ Corinna
* Quilliam. ""The company

painted on sea stars and mus-

sels and barnacles where the
water line is. ... It looks very
realistic.”

Quilliam said the bird exhib-
it is one of the largest on the
West Coast, with a 17-foot-
deep, 105,000-gallon water
tank. It cost $2.8 million to
build. :

Because the puffins are so
young, they don't yet look like
the puffins of calendar pho-
tographs, Quilliam said. They
won't develop their bright sum-
mer plumage for another two
years. And until they begin
breeding, their sex is unknown,

too, said SeaLife Center bird ‘
‘curator Tiffani Thompson.

Even though they are indige-
nous to Alaska, the six Oregon-
born birds need to acclimate to
the colder temperatures in
Seward, Thompson said. The
Homer bird is holding its own.




" by Bob Cousins
We here at Devilfish Lagoon like birds as much as
anyone. In fact, [ eat like a bird and a lot of Homeroids say
I am bird-brained.
I can’t, though, imagine a designation of birdless Spit

spring, passing through to northern destinations to peck at
the intertidal inveriebrates. And yes, a small contingency
of spotters amrive with 100-power scopes seeking the rare
and wonderful anomaly that on occasion mistakes these
mudflats as a fast-food establishment.

Using this vestige of unreality conjures up the idea
that groping pseudoenvironmentalists would use Exxon
Valdez oil spill money to further restrict enhancement
proposals such as our original plan, which was rejected by
the eminent planning minds at work in City Hall.

This disservice has been propagandized by this news-
paper’s editorial bias in keeping the facts from public
scruliny n an attempt 1o legitimize the further disenfran-
chiscment of even logical enhancement development
scenarios such as our original plans (to construct a series
of lagoons dribbling into each other, planted with aquatic
vrganisms that would have provided o feed source for a
multitude of birds that are now plucking at the heavy-
metal dumpsite that your eminent City Council preserved
in perpetuity).

If you were truly concerned for our fine-feathered
friends, you would have welcomed our original enhance-
ment plans with open. arms and you would have done
something about the axles and who knows what that pro-

Tatk about liability at old dump sites!

. 1 have found that reality comes from a distinct sense
of honesty and the will to act on it. The lagoon construct-
ed by Herndon and Thompson on their mitigation acres is
a prime example of the kinds of enhancement possibilities
that exist. This enhancement. lagoon has not enjoyed the
light of day in your paper. Let us suggest that it is not the
birds that you protect, rather the rape and destruction of
private enterprise with any handy excuse. In the construc-
tion of Devilfish Lagoon, we had no alternative but to
design an outright allowed use of our three acres of
homestead, or lose our property. Personally, | am having
fun preserving Alaska’s marine. heritage here. and my
kids enjoy paddling and swimming in the summer and
skating in the winter.

land becoming a-bird sanctuary. Plovers land here in the”

POler Of Vew HOMER NEWS 10/23/97 '
Homer bplt cannot be reserved for birds onl

Something is terribly awry with the political unrcality
that exists here. The Constitution is the most sacred instru-
ment in the history of man. Without constant vigilance
protecting others” private property rights and others’ free-
doms guaranteed by it, you too will be disenfranchised in
turn. One would think that the media would attend plan-
ning commission meetings and let the public in on the
horrendous considerations being bantered about. Your
absence betrays the public’s right to know.

This last City Council election, though attended by
only 25 percent of the eligible voters, assuredly has indi-
cated to your editors that people are able to read between

Your politicians build $60,000 |

swingsets in the boondocks ... all
the while diminishing the tax
base by using oil spill money for
the birds, and not our kids.

trude from the beach at the satellite dish easy chair TV,

the lines. Your assertion that there is no evidence of anti-

development claims is as ludicrous as the sick feeling 1 get -

after reading your propaganda. A lie of omission from the
media does our whole societal process fatal harm. Our
children's blood will assuredly be spnl!cd because of your
agenda.

Just look at the breaches of Constitutionally guaran-

teed rights you have let slide. Complacency in engineering

the downfall of our democracy was warmned in Bcnjamin
Franklin’s statement, “a free press is a free people.”

Where were you when the planning department tried
to take two 50-foot swaths out of our property two months
apo? Who are you protecting and for what end? In a state
where the govemment owns 95 percent of the land and the
Sierra Club pumps $100 million into its environmental
defense fund to do things such as file frivolous lawsuits
against road accesses and the like, and with a media whose
owners already got theirs, there needs desperately 1o be an
effective opposition to heavy-handed pseudoenvironmen-
talism that is used to disenfranchise the heritage we inher-
ited from Charlemagne and that millions have died for.

We have, in this state, eroded our children’s opportu-
nities to the state of abject poverty. This can be felt most

succinctly here in Homer. Halibut and black cod 1FQs havc
been selectively handed to the good ol boys. It is no coin-
cidence that Tyson is from Arkansas. Nor is it a coinci-
dence that campaign money is traced 1o communist China.

Here in Homer | read many bumper stickers expound-
ing to think globally and act locally. Well, here it is. The
right of free travel has been extirpated by the Permanent
Fund. Freedom of speech has been abrogated as the Homer

"News would not print my last letter to the editor. Private

property rights are nonexislent anymore, as your view
takes precedence over my right to do as [ please on my
own propernty. Also, you unanimously grant the marir-
commercial use to marine industrially designated parce
that you lease out, while expounding through your puppets
that if uses are allowed in one zone, they cannot be
allowed in another. How ridicutous, Have you ever pon-
dered a variance? You yourself have dedicated marine
industrial propeny for open- space recreational use.

Your excuses hold no water in the real world of feed-
ing and nurturing children to becore responsible adulis.
Your crooked kids® programs are q’uile obviously aimed a
teaching kids the art of cheating.to win. Your jealous zealot
politicians have eradicated a Boys and Girls Club opponu
nity for the Homer Intermediate School gym.& .

It makes me sick to think I was so-naive as to think

“there was support for a community center where all the

kids’ programs could grow and prosper. Instead we have

* built more bureaucracy and expanded the waste of public

resources as the wood-floored Homer Intermediate School

gym sits dark and idle. Your politicians build $60,000 -~
. all the while diminishing~

swingsets in the boondocks ..
the tax base by using oil sp;ll moncy fur the birds, and
not our kids.

Many more Constitutional guamnlccs bavc been abro~_ :

gated, but, writing this down has made me sick, and you
idiots don’t really deserve the rest of my day. Homer is for
the birds.-

P.S. The freedom of speech thing continues. Ispoke 1o
the City Council once about the Bolt cover-up. Since then,
when | report stolen items, no police come to investigate
as I've lost my generator and a crab block, and it took two
months to get a truck hauled from the right-of-way in front
of our lagoon.

Bob Cousins owns property on the Homer Spit which
he calls Devilfish Lagoon.

et bt et T e
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Farmersto meet
The setting of the annual gather-

" ing of aquatic farmers from across
- the state in Seward this year is sym-
-bolic of the importance to the indus-
.- try of the recently completed shell-
7.~ fish hatchery. The highlight of the
~ . meeting will be tours of the facility,
. which is one of the most modern
~ shellfish hatcheries in the United
© States.

. I recently visited Taylor United

* in Shelton, Wash., the country's
" .- largest bivalve farm, and was struck
. by how its hatchery paled in com-

" parison to the facility in Seward. The

Alaska hatchery surely is capable of

- . producing seed shellfish to stock the

kind of crops that will allow our
farms to grow and prosper like our
counterparts in Washington and

British Columbia.

. What makes the facility even ..
more‘important to our-developing™
industry is the research and develop- -

ment component, which will allow
farmers to work independently on
projects in pre-production phases.

" The Mariculture Technical Center
- will dperate separately from the

hatchery, but it is completely depen-

- dent upon the utilities, water flow
", -and physical plant operations of the

adjoining commercial operation. .
Our delight will naturally be tem-

. -pered by the fact that the completed

facility still lacks an operator. After
watching the state and Qutekcak
Shellfish Hatchery negotiate for what

- seems like years over a contract to

lease the hatchery, we are anxious to

_ getthe issue setled and the hatchery .

up and running.

- Expansion of our industry hinges
upon development of new commer-
cial crops of shellfish beyond our
high~quality oysters we produce with
great labor and expense. Less labor-
and capital-intensive species such as
littdeneck clams, purple-hinged rock
scallops'and geoduck clams will pro-
vide us with high-value products to

sell to eager markets. Many of us .

have invested in the infrastructure
and gained the knowledge necessary
to make these new operations a real-

ity. All we need is commercial

sources of seed.

The potential of the new hatch-
ery is great. Let’s not let that promise
become as-empty as the new build-
Ing.
On behalf of the industry, I'd like
to extend an invitation to you and
other local officials to attend the
annual meeting of the Alaskan
Shellfish Growers Association on
Nov. 7-8. :
Rodger Painter
. Vice-president
Alaskan Shellfish Growers

Association

Juneau .
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Panel drops Natlve land clalm rlder

Budget bill moves mmus L.ake Clark provnsmn

By STEVE RINEMART
Daity News reportar

A U.S. House-Senate conference commit-
tee has dropped a legislative rider from the
Interior Department budget bill that would
have bolstered Native corporations’ claims to
30,000 acres of Cook Inlet coastline now man-
aged a3 part of Lake Clark National Park.

The budget bill, which moved out of the
committee Wednesday, holds money for sev-
eral park projects in Alaska. Few details were
available Thursday, but according to the Na-
tional Park Service, the bill includes $4.2 mil-
lion to buy the historic Kennecott Mine in
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park near Mc-
Carthy and a $2.2 million pass-through grant
to help build an Alaska Native Heritage Cen-
ter in Anchorage.

The Lake Clark land provision had been of-

fered by Senate Appropriations Chairman.

Ted Stevens, R-Alaska. He said he did so to

resolve a 20-year-old Native land claim that

has resulted in a dispute between the Interior
Department and Cook Inlet Region Inc., along
with several of ; its member villages.

Under Stevens provision, if the dispute
went to court, the case would start from
scratch and the key disputed land agreement

“shall be construed as an agreement for the

benefit of Alaska Natives™ in accord with fed-
eral trust responsibilities to Amencan Indl-

ans.

CIRI had hailed the move, but it alarmed
federal land managers and conservation
groups. They said it could lead to the improp-
er.transfer of about 30,000 acres of Cook Inlet
coastline — now managed as part of the na-
tional park — to private ownership.

The land at issue comprises most of the ac-

cessible public land along the Inlet’'s wild
west coast south from 'I‘uxedm Bay to Chinit-
na Bay.

The budget billas it now stands will not set-

" tle the land claim, but will set the stage for a

resolution in or out of court. According to the
Interior Department, it will grant CIRIandits
villages an additional year in which to file a
lawsuit over the land. It says that if the case
goes to court, “any party may introduce any
relevant evxdence." :

Lake Clark
I Natlonal Park

CIRI President Carl Marrs said Thursday
he is glad to see that language. “There is sub-
stantial information, volumes of it fact, from
the villages,” he smd which supports their
claims to the land. CIRI's role is to obtain the
land and then immediately reconvey it to the
village corporations.

Marrs said that if the Interior Department
won't transfer the land, the villages are pre-
pared to go to court.

. Please see Page B-3, LAND RIDER

Detail of Locatmn

E] Existing CIRI and village.
corporalion land

‘Lake Clark g
National Park

Il Disputed Native land .
selections

liamna
volcano
H
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SALES Panel offers suggestlons for OI| gas Ieases

[ : Conunued from Page B-1 ]

.tion, since the best interest
-~ finding covers 5.3 million
acres where 60 percent of the
state's population lives,' said
Stacey Marz, Cook Inlet is-

sues coordinator.for Trustees'
for Alaska, an environmental-

"~ law firm that had one repre-
sentative on the panel.

While the state does plan
on issuing findings for most
~of the Cook Inlet basin, only

about half the area it'studies,

2.5 million acres, will be up..

for lease. The rest of the min-
eral rights are already
-leased, are within state parks
or are in the hands of the fed-
eral government, Native cor-

porations or the state's Men-

tal Health Trust.

Confusxon over just what
is -and isn’t up for sale was
one of the points the panel
sought to clear up. It suggest-
ed detailed maps that will let
the publicc know not only
what's for sale but also near-
by ' critical habitat areas,

refuges and whether those

areas have drilling .restric-
tions."

by Gov. Tony Knowles to rep-
resent .a diverse group of in-

. terests, among them environ-
:mentalists, the oil -industry,
‘Native villages, private prop-
-erty owners,

commercial
fishermen and tourism-based
businesses. Like a jury, these
stakeholders had to agree on
each point. They. were led by

former Department of Envi-

'R
e .
L L

-ronmental

The panel was assembledl

Conservation
Commissioner Gene Burden,

Their recommendations
will guide the state’s ap-
proach to Oil and Gas Lease
Sale 85, a new breed of lease
sale that covers a huge re-
gion, from Houston to An-
chor Point, and will be reof-
fered each summer for 10
years. The shift away from
smaller sales -was made pos-
sible by a law enacted last

. year by the Legislature.

. The panel agreed that the
waters of Southcentral Alaska
are so critical to the region's
health and economy that the
state should immediately find
a way to compile the vast ex-
isting watershed data — infor-
mation from oil - companies,
water well logs and past stud-.

ies by the state, federal gov-
ernment and others

It urged the Exxon Valdez
Oil Spill Trustee Council to

-consider funding the project.

The idea makes sense to
Department of Natural Re-
sources Commissioner John
Shively, who said he's been
looking into it since the first

- panel meetings last winter.

“What impressed me dur-
ing the first stakeholders
meeting was how much data -
there is,” Shively said. “It just
sits there; nobody uses it.”

The panel failed to reach
consensus on a lot of points,
Shively said, but some of

those may still find their way

into state policy.
Lease Sale 85 is scheduled
for April 1999,
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Court Challenge Halts EVOS Land Sale

St ﬁve acres the U.S. Fish &
.Wildlife Service owns in Old

'KENAI (AP)—A land pur-
chase on the Kenai Peninsula
approved by the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council has been blocked, for
now at least, by a court chal-
lenge.

Kenai Native Assocnatlon
shareholder James Showalter

contends the group is trying to’

sell land to the trustee council

him.

wildlife habitat. :

About two-thirds of KNA
shareholders approved the
deal in an advisory election
last spring, and the associa-
tion’s board added its
endorsement in March. But
now, Showalter said some of
the land is his.

On Nov. 1, 1971, Showalter
filed for about 60 acres at the

mouth of Stephanka Creek

October 29, 1997

that it is holding m trust, for‘

Valdez Star

“'We’re not attacking the
deal. We’'re. just trying to get
Jim his land,” Tucker

Thompson, Showalter’s attor-

ney, said. *"We’'re just trying
to make sure KNA doesn’t

.. sell something Jim owns.™

The deal would transfer
3,254 acres in KNA land
selections to '~ the Kenai
National Wildlife Refuge, pay
the association $4.4 million
from the Exxon trustees, give

under the
KNA made its land selections
due under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act, it filed
on top of Showalter’s claim.

Town Kenai and lift restric-
tions blocking development
from 15,500 acres of KNA
land.

The deal, portions of which

.Congress and the Clinton

administration - approved last
year, also. would protect

37,000 acres of federal land. .

adjacent to Kanuti National
Wildlife Refuge for fish and

1906 Native
- Allotment Act. In. 1976, when
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Layvsunt stalls Exxon Valdez purchase

- for Kenai refuge

*

KENAI (AP) — A land pur-
chase on the Kenai Peninsula ap-
proved by the Exxon Valdez QOil
Spill Trustee Council has been

blocked, for now at least, by a -

court challenge.

Kenai Native Association
sharcholder James Showalter
contends the group is trying to
sell land to the trustce council
that it is holding in trust for him.

*“‘We're not attacking the deal.
We're just trying to get Jim his
land,”" Tucker Thompson,

Showalter's attorney, said.
“*'We're just trying to make sure
KNA doesn’t sell something Jim
owns.”

The deal would transfer 3,254
acres in KNA land selections to
the Kenai National Wildlife Ref-
uge, pay the association $4.4 mil-
lion from the Exxon trustees, give
it five acres the U.S. Fish &

ildlife Service owns in Old
Town Kenai and lift restrictions
blocking development from
15,500 acres of KNA land.

"The deal, portions of which

Congress and the Clinton admin-. -

istration approved last year, also
would protect 37,000 acres of
federal land adjacent to Kanuti
National Wildlife Refuge for fish
and wildlife habitat.

About two-thirds of KNA
sharcholders approved the deal in
an advisory election last spring,
and the association’s board added
its endorsement in March. But

now, Showalter said some of the ~

land is his. .

On Nov. 11, 1971, Showalter
filed for about 60 acres at the
mouth of Stephanka Creek un-
der the 1906 Native Allotmenit

" Act. In 1976, when KNA made

its land sclections due under the
Alaska Native Claims Scttlement
Act, it filed on top of Showalier’s
claim.

**KNA felt it had to clear the
interests of individual alloiment
claims,”” Thompson said. *“There
were several. James wasn't the
only one.”

Thompson thinks the others
sold their land rights to KNA. But
Showalter wouldn’t sell until
KNA agreed to hold 11 acres of
family land in trust for him. That
property includes a cabin that's
been in Showalter's family since
the 1930s, Thompson said.

-Showalter relinquished his allot-
ment claim in December 1977.

Thompson said he can find no
signed agreement, but he has a
hand-drawn map from KNA's
files showing the arca KNA was
to hold for Showalter.

**There have been written
acknowledgements by KNA " he
said. ““There may be discrepan-
cics as to the terms of the deal,
but there’s no question that there
was a deal.” »

Bruce Gagnon, an attorney rep-

resenting KNA, said the corpo-
ration thinks it has no obligation
to transfer the land to Showalter.
Therc's no written agreement, he
said.

KNA plans to file for summary
judgment, Gagnon said.
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" EVOS land purchase
‘gets stalled by lawsuit

KNA shareholder says some of the land is his

By DOUG LOSHBAUGH
Peninsula Clarion

One of the biggestland puxéhas-

'~ es approved by the Exxon Valdez

Oil. Spill Trustee Council is now
stalled by a challenge in Kenax
SupenorCourt

~The deal would transfer 3,254

+ acres in KNA land selections to the

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge,

' gay Kenai Natives Assocxauon Inc.

‘ 4 mNlion from the ‘Exxon .
* trustees, give it five acres the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service owns in

Old Town Kenai, and lift restric-
tions blocking development from
15,500 acres of KNA land.

" “The act approved by Congress

~ also would protect 37,000 acres for

- federal land adjacent to Kanuti -
National Wildlife Refuge for fish -

and wildlife habitat.
- But the whole deal is on hold,

* pending resolution of the lawsuit

KNA shareholderJ amcs Showaltcr

filed shortly after the KNA board
approved the deal last spring.

~ Showalter claims KNA is trying to .

sell landitagreed to hold in trust for |
him.

“We’re not attacking the deal.
We're just trying to get Jim his |
land,” said Tucker Thompson,

-Showalter’s attorney. “We're just

trying to make sure KNA doesn’t
sell something Jim owns.”
. Fish and Wildlife, which man-
ages the refuge, is standing clear.
“We don’t want anybody to not
get what they’re entitled to,” said
Steve Shuck, a Fish und Wildlife
realty specialist. “We'd like to
make a deal with KNA, t00.”
Shuck said the land purchase is
at appraised market value, and if -
Showalter prevails, Fish and
Wildlife may have to rcnegot:atc
the deal with KNA. He wasn’t sure

. if revisions would require approval

from Congress and the president.
See KNA, page A-5
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Shareholder’s claim
blocks KNA land sale

"The Associated Press

KENAI — One of the land

‘purchases approved by the
~Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

Trustee Council has ‘been

- blocked, for now at least, by a
court challenge

" Kenai Native Assocnatlon‘

" shareholder James Showal-

ter contends the group is try-
ing to sell land to the trustee
council that it is holding in

- trust for him.

The deal would transfer

- 3,254 acres in KNA land se-

lections to the Kenai National
wildlife Refuge, pay the asso-

~ciation $4.4 million from the
. Exxon trustees, give it five
- acres the U.S. FlSh & Wildlife

Service owns in Old Town Ke-
nai and lift restrictions block-
ing development from 15,500
acres of KNA land.

The deal, which Congress
and the Clinton administra-

- tion approved last year, also

would protect 37,000 dcres of
federal land adjacent to
Kanuti - National Wildlife
Refuge for fish and wildlife
habitat.

About two-thirds of KNA
shareholders approved the
deal in an advisory election
last spring, and the associa-
tion's board added its en-
dorsement in March. But now
Showalter says some of the
land is his.

On Nov. 11, 1971, Showal-
ter filed for about 60 acres at
the mouth of Stephanka

Creek under the 1906 Native
Allotment Act. In 1976, when
KNA made its land selections
under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act, it
filed on top of Showalter’s
claim.

“KNA felt it had to clear
the interests of individual al-
lotment claims,” said Tucker
Thompson, Showalter’s attor-

ney. “There were several. '
- James wasn't the only one.”

Thompson thinks the oth-
ers sold their land rights to

KNA. But Showalter wouldn't

sell until KNA agreed to hold
11 acres of family land in
trust for him. That property
includes a cabin that’s been
in Showalter’s family since
the 1930s, Thompson said.
Showalter relinquished his
allotment claim in December
1977.

Thompson said he can find
no signed agreement but he
has a hand-drawn map from
KNA'’s files showing the area,

KNA was to hold for Showal-

ter.

“There have been written
acknowledgements by KNA,”
he said. “There may be dxs-
crepancies as to the terms of

the deal, but there’s no ques- -

tion that there was a deal.”
Bruce Gagnon, an attorney
representing KNA, said the
corporation thinks it has no
obligation to transfer the land
to Showalter. There's no writ-

‘ten agreement, he said.
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STATENEWS

State buys Kenal River property

Gov. Tony Knowles on Thursday announced the acqui-
sition of a 27-acre parcel of land on the Kenai River
. known as the Grubba property. The state Division of
"* Habitat and Restoration recently closed on the Grubba
~ property, located at mile 17.5 on the Kenai River. Ac-
- quisition of the tract, which includes approximately 750 -
* feet of river frontage, grassy wetlands and a slough im- -
* portant to rearing salmon, is intended to offset increas- .
ﬂ,;-mg development that threatens the Kenai's salmon :
runs. The AlasKa Department of Fish and Game will
- manage the'property to'protect its riparian habitat. .
“Our plan to protect habitat is a holistic approach, :
which involves purchasing some parcels and protecting
them in perpetuity while still providing responsible
recreational access at other sites,” Knowles said. The
‘land was purchased for $255,000 with Exxon Valdez oil -
spill criminal settlement funds dedicated specifically
for the protection of Kenai River habitat. The Grubba -
parcel is one of three properties acquired so far by Fish -
-and Game ‘with assistance from The Conservatzon Fund,
a national land trust.
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Seal.ife Center s flrst reS|dents arrlve

By MELISSA DeVAUGHN
The Associated Precs

- The Alaska SealL.ife Center in Seward
has taken possession of its first perma-
nent residents. Seven baby tufted
puffins arrived earlier this month,. six
‘from Oregon and one from Homer, and
all younger than 2 months.

For now, the birds are staying at the
nearby Institute of Marine Science,
feasting on herring, squid, clams and
shrimp, while a team of artists works.on
an artificial rock ledge to look and feel
like the birds’ natural habitat.

“The rock goes up about 30 feet or so,
and there are burrows that are made
into the rocks so the birds can do their
- nesting,” said SeaLife Center spokes-

woman Cormna Qunlham "“The compa-
ny painted on sea stars and mussels and

barnacles where the water lme is. lt.

looks very realistic.”

Quilliam said the bird exhlblt is one of.
the largest on the West Coast, with a 17-"-

foot-deep, 105,000-gallon water tank It
cost $2.8 million to'build. - -

\Because' the puffins are ‘so young,

they don't yet look like the puffins of

calendar photographs, Quilliam said.
They won't develop their-bright sum-

mer plumage for another: two: years.

And until they begm b‘reedmg, their -
. gender will remain unknown, said Seal-.

ife Center bxrd curator 'I‘lt't'am Thomp—
son. -
Even though puft'ms are mdngenous
to Alaskg the six Oregon-born birds

-need to accllmate to the colder tempera-
‘tures in Seward, Thompson said. The

Homer bird is holding its own.

. "“He s very imprinted by humans and
actually follows the -handlers around
and sits on their laps,” Quilliam said.

The center is expecting to receive ,

" several mature tufted puffins and other
‘marine birds before its grand opening in
- .May.

“We re lookmg at common murres,

,'poSsnbly some horned puffins and possi-
. bly some black oyster catchers,” Quil- .
1liam said. “Puffins in general wnll be

popular because they're very bright in
the'summer.”

The younger puffins should be settled -

. permanently in their new rock homes in
-:January or February.

\\,/\ .
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Excava’uon Ieads to a new home for Kodlak’s heritage

Editor’s note: It has been elght years since the Exxon
Valdez ran aground in Prince Willlam Sound, spilling
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. TIme has
since told quite, a lot about the spill's tong-term effects.’
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing
recovery within the spill region. !

By JODY SEITZ

On Kodiak Island, a cultural renaissance has taken
place during recent years, beginning with a signifi-
cant archaeological discovery 14 ycars ago and cul-
minating with a state-of-the-art_repository and muse-
~um builtin 1995,

People in Kodiak began dreaming about éstablish-
ing a repository many years ago as interest in tradi-
tional culre grew. Excavation of an ancient site
along the Karluk River spurrcd Lhcm to accomplxsh
their dream.

. ologists led by Rick Knecht and his teacher,: Dr.i N
Richard Jordan, began uncanhmg jtems “unseen. for" -
hundreds of years and unknown to modern: archaeolo-
gists. As several summers went by and thc collecuons

. ' b AR

‘parts of the
> island. Interest

grew, rcscarch
was expanded
to include other

in traditional
culture surged,
according to’
Alutiiq - :
Museum Curator Amy Steffian.

“It brought back a tremendous feeling of pride and
interest in traditional culture,” she said:

_ Recioralion wid recovery llowing e Exeon Valoesol] sall

Rita Stevens,. of the Kodidk Area Nauve‘
- Association, was at a meeting where some of the arti-
- facts from the Karluk dig were revealed publicly for

the first time. S

“I remember the archacolog:sts commg o town
and having a special meeting up at the senior center,”
she said. “A lot of the Native people came to that talk

-2 and got to actually see these mcrcdxblc artifacts from ,
The tiny village of Karluk hcs at ‘the mouth ot’ thc .

- salmon-rich Karluk River. In 1983,'a group of archae- .
“we dxdn't even know’ about

MRS

_-“I remember one woman saymg. ‘gee l thought we
were Russian. [ dxdn’t know lhat aIl this was here,"””
sadetcvens g ‘

sl SUE

LA foundauon was established to promote all
aspects of Alutiiq culture and history, and plans were
drawn for a cultural center, which included a climac-

tically controlled home for safe storage of the ari-

facts. .

During the Exxon Valdez 6il spill, several archaeo-
logical sites were damaged by-oil and vandalized by
cleanup workers. To offset the harm, the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council funded pl'OjeC(S to -
excavate and preserve some sites. In Kodiak, $1.5

- million was dedicated to building a repository as part

of the Alutiig Museum.
The 2-ycar-old museum is located in the hean of

"Kodiak City, in an area representing more than 7,000

years of heritage. The museum staff host educational
events and provide logistical support and professional
expertise for archaeological and historical projects.

It is unique even among tribal repositories nation-
wide, according to Steffian. “We're able to take the
best of everything and put it together in one facility

- 50 that the goals of archaeology and the dreams and

wishes of Native Amencan people can be jointly pur-
sued,” she said.. - : ‘

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also pmduces the .

- Alaska Coastal Currents rad:o pmgmm.

. .'ut R
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Contammants found |n orcas mlrror thelradlets

By JODY SEMZ
Alaska Coastal Currents

- Killer whales feeding on marine
mammals have accumulated high lev-
els of contaminants in their blubber
when compared to fish-cating whales.

Craig Matkin of the North Gulf
Oceanic Socicty has. béen studying
killer whales in Prince William Sound
since 1983. Through population mon-
itoring and genetic research he-has
helped identify two kinds of killer
whales that use the sound: residents,
which typically eat fish, and transients,
which prefer to prey on marine mam-
mals. The resident whales have very
tight family groups — the young never
leave their mother — but the mammal-

eaung transient whales spend less time.

in_the sound and have looser social
groups which are not well understood.

- Recently Matkin had blubber sam-'

ples analyzed and concluded that the
resident whales are genetically distinct
from transient whales. Both types of
orca have several identifiable subpop-
ulations. The well-studied AT} tran-
sient group in Prince William Sound,
for example, tumed out to be geneli-
cally unique from other transient
groups.

. Researchers also found that resi-
dcm and transient whales differ in the
amounts and types of pollutants accu-
mulating in their blubber. Matkin said
they didn't expect to find hydrocar-

Restorafion and recovery bodowing e Eaon Vadezoll spil

bons from the Exxon Valdez oil spill
and they didn’t.

“What we expected to see, and what

we did find are pesticides, DDT deriv-
atives, PCBs, hexochlorobenzene —
materials that have traveled across the
ocean from other areas where they're
used for agriculture and other purpos-
es,” said Matkin. -

Contaminants are passed along the
food chain as predators consume cont-
aminated prey. The fish-eating whales
tended to have lower levels of conta-

-minants in their blubber. This makes

sense, said Matkin, because they are

‘eating lower on the food chain.

“The resident whales eat fish, and
their contaminant levels are much
lower than the transient whales that
eat Dall's porpoises and seals,” he

"said “Their contaminant levels are

over ten times higher than the fish
eaters.”

The contaminants accumulate in
the fat of animals that eat anything
having the pesticide on it or in it.

Young whales also had higher lcvcls
of contaminants. Mo
download the contamifiants in their
bodies to their offspring through their
milk during nursing. ¢

The mother whales h@d vintually no

contaminants while their calves had

much higher levels. The bulk of the
contaminants in the mo(hcr s blubber
was passed to the first bom calf. The

‘oldest calf always had the highest level

of contaminants of all snbhngs

Dangers posed by the’§ontaminants
are not known at this time. But the
discovery has heightened concern for a
transient pod called AT1. Researchers
have been monitoring the pod since
the mid 80's. After the oil spill, the
pod lost half of its 22 members. It has
not had a new calf since before the
spill. X

Matkin believes AT ls in dechnc .

Should the pod fail to:survive, its
unique genetic makeup would also dis-
appear. Genetic variability among
populations is considered beneficial
the species and the loss of AT] would
be seen as a serious loss to the kxllcr
whale population. :

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also
produces the Alaska Coastal Currenis
radio program. The series is spon-
sored by the” Exxon Valdez Qil Spill
Trustee Council to provide informa-
tion about restoration activities within
the spill region.
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Seal.ife Center adds more staff

.. ByRoger Kane
~ LOG Staft

" Susan Inglis, the research labo-
ratory manager and co-coordinator

- of the rehabilitation program at the

Alaska SeaLife Center, said her
positions “are like an umbrelia that
encompasses all the different areas

. = birds, ﬁsh and marine mam-

“mals.”

Inglis was previously cmployed
by the Institute of Marine Science
here, where she worked in the fish
energetics lab.

As manager of the rehabilitation
program, she'll be working closely
with an animal health care manager
and a veteninarian.

She also hopes “to work with the
people of Seward. We're going to
need a lot of volunteers.”

She'll also be managing the’

research labs.

She is unsure which research
projects will get under way first. She
said proposals are still coming in. A
list of research projects will be
released in November.

Susan Inglis

Prior to beginning research, each
of the researchers will be doing a
video presentation related to their
research proposals, witich will give
the public a good idea.of what
they're trying to accomplish.

Corinna Quilliam .
Inglis said the SealLife Center is

closely associated with the
University of Alaska Fairbanks and
that graduate students from all over
will conduct research at the facility.

“We're looking at maybe SMng out
with seven good students,” she said.

She is certain that part of the pink
salmon genome project will create a
run of pink salmon at the Seal.ife
Center.

Humpys. that have imprinted on
the facility will be released and a run
of about 200 fish will be established
for a multi-generational study.

The returning salmon will
become part of the exhibits as well
and will have a fish ladder to enter
the facility.

The fish genetics projects will be
administered by the state
Department of Fish and Game.

Although many projects will be
at least in part funded by the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill restoration fund,
not all projects will be related to
EVOS.

“Anyone who can fund their
research projects and work in con-
jurction with the SeaLife Center,"”,

may be allowed to use the facxhty,
Inglis said!

-She said one of the ScaLifc
Center’s missions is to provide a
facility to do the research at a rea~
sonable cost.

She'll also work as a facilitator
between researchers and the facili-
ty, coordinating equipment use and

~ the release of research information
_through the public relations coordi-

nator, Corinna Quilliam.

Quilliam worked for Kenai
Fjords Tours for the past three years.
She graduated from Washington
State University this year with a
bachelor's degree in communication
and public relations.

She will be the liaison between
the city and the facility, and will be
responsible for coordinating media
coverage. '

*And I'll probably be the closest
one, out of the business center, 1o the
animal portion — so that I can be
informed and inform the public,” she
said. '

She is also planning the grand
opening, which will be May 1.

*We'll'be starting to get all the
animals early ncxt year, in January
and February We have, sea lions
wailing in Vancouvcr, British
Columbia. And we have harbor seals
waiting for us at several locations on

Steve Rollins

the West Coast,” Quilliam said.

Aviculture Supervisor Steve
Rollins said tufted puffins and com-
mon murres will be at the grand.
opening in May, and other species
will arrive when the exhibits are
ready to accommodate them.




Rollins has worked with pen-
guins and puffins for the last three
years at Sea World of Florida.

His primary focus will be the

bird exhibit. But he’s also interest-
ed in marine mammals and fish, and
said he's happy to be cross-training
to work with those other animals.

“Most of the things I do will be
bird-related, but anytime they need
it, I'll be there to help” with the oth-
er exhibits.

Rollins said the Seal.ife Center’s
staff is being cross-trained “in case

someone needs help, or a spot needs -

to be filled.”

The philosophy behind the cross-
training “‘is that anyone could fill in
and do another person’s shift if nec-
essary,” he said.

“And we’ll all be going through
some sort of rotational shift with the
diving. The diving part’s simple.
Basically the same in all the tanks.
Although the birds will make a little
more nitrogenous waste for us,” he
said.

“This facility is a lot different
than other facilities doing the same
‘things. It’s a non-profit organization

" devoted to the research, rehabilita-

tion and public education. The pri-
mary concern here is not to make
moncy. And in all areas, ' ve noticed
they're making the effort to be as
animal-friendly as possible,” Rollins

said. )
The Seal.ife Center’s aquarium

. supervisor, Richard Hocking, said

he'll be working mostly with fish
and invertebrates, but that he'll be

"assisting his co-workers in other

departments, “to whatever degree
they think is appropriate.”

Hocking came to Seward from
Tacoma, where he worked as a staff

biologist specializing in fish at the

Point Defiance Zoo. ]

One of the things Hocking is
working on is a recirculating system
to provide the aquatics tanks with
clean. clear water.

He said water for the tanks will
come from Resurrection Bay and
will be circulated through the sys-
tem. The water will be filtered to
remove glacial deposits and ani-
mal waste and will be recirculat-
ed. .

As anyone who's ever had a fish
tank will tell you, keeping the tank

"clean is important. Hocking said -

bacteria will be introduced to the
tanks as part of the system’s bio-fil-
tration loop and. will feed on the
waste in the tanks. The bacteria are
natural denizens of sand and eravel.

Richard Hocking

ALASKA JOURNAL OF COHHERCE '10/20/97

The Alaska SeaLife Center has hired Lhree new employees Angie
Colén s sales manager; Judy King s project coordinator; and
Corinna Quilliam as public relations _coordmator

PENINSULA CLARION 10/16/97

SealLife Center expands staff

The Alaska Seal ife Center has hired Susan Inghs as research
laboratory manager. Inglis previously worked six months on fish
energetics at the University of Alaska Institute of Marine Science
and was formerly a senior fisheries biologist with the Fisheries
Research Section of the British Columbia government.

Richard Hocking will be the center’s aquarium supemsor He
has been a staff biologist with the Point Defiance Zoo in Tacoma,
Wash., and has worked for the Seattle Aquarium. '

Steve Rollins will be the center’s aviculture supervisor. For the
last three years, he's worked with Sca World of Flonda on puffin

"and penguin exhibits,
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State plans Lowell Pomt |mprovements

through the beach grass. State parks has pretty
' ,much decided against fire ptts and ptcmc tables .
Slnclau' sald [ KA S N F L e :
.. Some ncarby residents are concerned about
ﬁres, he said. In the spring, the tall grassisdry, and
“abeach fire could spread rapidly.” R o
... Nearby residents also are concerned about an
Ll , ) :,mcrease'm traffic that the dcveloped site could
poscd tmprovcmcnts 'I'rustces of the Exxon ,bring. On the other hand, the site’s parkmg lots .
Valdez oxl sptll civil settlemcnt, and thc state, \could regulanu parking. People visiting the beach"
. now park along both sides of the narrow road. ;-
.. The trailhead parking lot, with about 24 sr)paces,E
McCracken for $626, 000 L wottlcf be in an area already cleared in the midst of
‘The Parks Division has’ about $210,050 from - the spruce forest. The state is considering another
thc cnmmal restitution to devclop the sne, saxd dis- . parking lot closer to the beach on land that already
trict ranger JacL Smclatr ita mcetmg in Sewazd contams k. L ‘
JOcL 8. e G R ks ¢.. .. The state. hopcs that a path from thc parkmg lots,
"The desxgn could be complctc by the’ d of to thc beach will kcep people from tramphng the rye ‘
Ot,tobcr and constmcuon could begm in the sprm .- grass. ;. . .
hc said...: < Another,tssue ts a nght~of~way leadmg to thc
.The sxte tncludes htlly ground well covcwd wtth bcach that is used to launch boats. Some nearby
maturc sprucc. ryc grass near the bcach and one of - Jlandowners want it vacated Sinclair said. State
~the few sandy beaches on Rcsurrectton ‘Bay, ¥ parks wouldn’t oppose them, hesatd _
“Sinclair said. The trail to Cames ‘H ad"Stét e sBut’Carol Chaudiere, a citizen speakmg at thev
Recrcauon Area goes pastit. © public meeting, said homeowners knew the right-’
“‘Based on public comment, state parks is'looking - of-way was there when they bought their property. .
at one or two parking lots, a vaulted toilet at each'. and it's not appropnate for them to tty to takc lt :
lot ‘and a path fmm thc t.ratlhead parktng lot awa . O S

{x;'-:’r ” ouy
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By Eric Fry
" LOG Staff

The City Council on Monday
awarded Chugach Alaska Corp. a
lease and option to buy the historic

- railroad depot downtown.
 Chugach intends to renovate the
depot and create a Native cultural
center, to open May 1998, timed to

~ coincide with the expected opening
~ of the nearby Alaska ScaL1fc
Centcr SR

- The councll’s decmon puts an
end to pm!onged negotiations and a
_dispute between Chugach, the
“regional Native corporation, and
~ Qutekcak Native Tribe of Seward

project.

ticipation,” sa:d Quiekcak admin-

mtor Edgar Blatchford. He's also
“aCity Councxlman and declared a
conﬂxct of interest and chdn’t votc
on the council’s resolution. ™

4 Brown said Qutekcak would par-

“tunities to buy into the project

Jects.

an unﬁm's )
5 ovaﬂtlanerspamospauonmme ..5q '

We wﬂl havc substannal par»z ':‘

" Chugach president M;chael’

ucnpaxc thh cmploymcm. oppor- |

" down the road, and other coopera- ~
tion with Chugach on other pro- )

"The crty 3 goals were to keepj' Ny
the depot, built in 1917, on the -
National Register of Historic _

Ptaces, and to have a Native cultur-
al center. The contract requires that

Chugach invest at least $500,000.
Brown said they are ready to begm _

constmcuon right away.

'Ihelease:sfchOyearsthhan'

optional 20-year extension. Rent

- would be $22,000 a year to start, . l
which is 8 percent of ltS apprmsed R
“... Museum, community theater, pub- -

*"The appraisal, by MacSwam{?
Associates of Anchorage, included
~16,538 square feet. of land and the ..
 building of 2,472 square feet with -
bascmem of 576"

value of $275,000.

but the’ appraxse,d value wouldn’t

include improvements made by
- Chugach. Councilman Stu Clark

“as i railroad depot, and compatible::

: = But Chugach s Tent ‘would be
i wawed in the first five’ years ifit
- has the facd;;y substantially com
“'plete and open by May 1, 1998; if
the depot is renovated and con-
“struction is'complete by Sept.’ 30,
= %1998, and if it has made $500,000 "
in capital lmprovemems by Sept. %,
:-30,1998. . : ce
+The rcnt “would be adjustcd B
,cvery five.years, after an appraisal, "

Chugach awarded Iease for hlstonc depot

inserted a clause that the rent
wouldn’t be less than in (he prev1~
ous five-year period. .-
Chugach also has the opuon to
buy the depot for $275.000 through
Sept. 30, 2002, if it has met all of
the mquu'emems listed for the rent-

* waiver, and if it will keep the depot

on the historic register and use the
depot only for purposes Ixs!cd in the
ease.”" " .

Penmtmd uses arc retml Space., ’

lic-use building, ) mecung rooms, .
canference center, visitor center, art
gallery, ‘cultural and hentagc cens’

- ter, and other uses consistent with -

the building’s historical character :-

with adjacent Hoben Park.é:4 35
++The depot would revert to t.hc
cxty if itisn't kr.pt on the historic™

register or if it is used conuary to -1

the lease provmous RS v
* Chugach, in m.spondmg to lhc‘f

Cltysrequeslforpropwalsforme

depot, said it would offer exhibits, ..

... documentary films, mheologlcal'
“displays, demonstrations by story- :

tellers and dancers. and working
studios in which artists and appren-
tices would carve, make masks and
build boats IR A
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Spill- fund spendm

By DAVID WHITNEY

Daily News Washinglon Bureau
WASHINGTON -— Sen. Frank

Murkowski wants tight controls on

how proceeds from future invest-

ments of Exxon Valdez oil spxll.

money are spent.

"His effort has provoked a battle
with trustees seeking permission
from Congress to invest spill money
at higher rates of interest but still
maintain control over how they're
spent.

The federal and state trustees ap-
pealed to the Alaska congressional
delegation last month for a change

in federal law to allow the money to
be invested at a higher interest rate.
While that's fine with Murkowski,
he wants to prescrxbe how the mil-
lions of dollars in additional interest
will be spent.

Under Murkowski's proposal,
none of the money could be spenton
land acquisitions.

stead, the trustee council could

d the interest windfall only on
marine research and economic
restoration projects sought by the
fishing industry. And any enhanced
investment authorxty would auto-
matically expire in 2002 unless a

congressionally approved board is
set up to take over management of
the settlement funds from the six
state and federal spill trustees.
Molly McCammon, executive di-

rector of the trustee council, is so
concerned about Congress horning
in on the council's responsibilities
that she wants Murkowski and Con-
gress to back off making any
changes in the investment law now,
even though it could cost $4 million
or more in foregone interest this
year.

“If they re gomg to put addxtxonal
provisions on it, we'd rather with-
dre:iw the proposal " McCammon
sai

But with a House-Senate confer-.

ence committee poised to begin
work on a 1998 spending bill to

:h Murkowski's proposal is like-
1y w be attached, Murkowski's pro-
vision may be difficult to stop.
Aides to Sen. Ted Stevens, chair-
man of the Senate Appropriations
Committee, said he's deferring to
Murkowski, who is chairman of the
Senate Energy and Natural Re-

plan

- ignites fight

Exxon Corp still has about $280

million left to pay under terms of
the $900 million settlement of state
and federal civil claims arising out

of the 11 million gallon Exxon

' Valdez disaster near]y nine
_years ago. :

That ‘money now is de-
posited in a court-adminis-

‘tered fund that earns only

about’S percent interest. In .

" compensation for .its costs,
. .the court gets about 10 per-
- cent of the interest proceeds,
- effectively reducing the
" trustees’ return to about 4.5
"percent .
Oil spill trustees are con-
vinced they can get a better
deal on the open markets if

~ Congress- would lift the re-

quirement for the money to

" be-invested with the court

: ‘i, system
7., McCammon said the larg-

- er concern is over the coun- -

“¢il's efforts to set aside
roughly $108 million of the
" - seftlement proceeds in a kind

of permanent endowment. In-

tercst from that account

would finance a wide range
of projects as needs are iden-
tified over the coming
decades.

McCammon said that by
investing the . endowment
funds at higher rates, interest
‘proceeds would increase
from as little as $1.5 million
or so annually to $6 million or
more a year. )

While the council does not
foresee.the need for any of
that to be spent on land ac-
quisitions, McCammon said
those are decisions for the

- council to make, not Con-
“gress. .
- ““This prejudges the end
.result of the public process,”
- McCammon said. “I'm con-
cerned about Congress mak-
ing a public judgment about
how the money should be
- spent.”

But, Chuck Kleeschulte,

“Murkowski's press aide, in-

sisted the senator isn't trying

" to tie the council's hands.

“We're expanding their
ability to use the interest
money to do more research

and. other types of marine

projects,” Kleeschulte said.
“The only restriction is that it
can't be used for additional
land acquisitions.”

Of the $900 million Exxon
is paying in $70 million annu-
al installments, McCammon
estimated that "about $380
million will be spent on land
acquisition. By the time the
last anticipated dealis closed,
McCammon said, the

" trustees expect to have

picked up title or conserva-
tion easements to about

© 700,000 acres. That acreage

includes about 1,000 miles of -
coastline. .
Land purchases have to be

unammously ‘approved by the
six-member trustee council,
equally divided between
state and federal representa-
tives. The council's restora-
tion plan was approved fol-
lowing extensive public hear-
ings.

While Murkowski recog-
nizes the land acquisitions
were from willing sellers and
had popular support,
Kleeschulte said the senator
was never very excited abouit
seeing more privately held
lands end up in government
ownership.

_“Sen. Murkowski has nev-
er been overwhelmingly sup-
portive of further land acqui-
sitions,” Kleeschulte said. “If
‘'we're going to get more inter-

~est money, which makes
sense, it should go to more re-
search and economic devel-
opment that could help com-
mercial fishermen.” :
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Senator wants spill fund controls

ANCHORAGE (AP) — Sen.
Frank Murkowski wants tight con-

) *‘ . Irols on how proceeds from future

3 7 Zh icspill money are spent.

His effort has provoked a battle
with spill fund trustees.

.. The trustees last month asked
Congress for a change in federal
law to allow money from the $900
million settlement to be invested
at higher rates of interest.

~That money is now deposited
~‘in‘a court-administered fund that
camns only about § percent inter-

est. Trustees are convinced they .

can get a better deal elsewhere.
While that's fine with Murkowski,
_ he wants to prescribe how the mil-
 lions of dollars in additional interest
~ will be spent. Under Murkowski’s
proposal, none of the money could
be spent on land acquisitions.
. Instead, the trustee council could
_ spend the interest windfall only on
mariné research and economic res-
toration projects sought by the fish-
ing industry.

. In addition, the trustees' ex- .

. panded investment authonty would
automatically expire in 2002, un-
less a board was set up by Con-
gress to take over management of
. the spill settlement funds from the
 six state and federal spill trustees.

5 +* investments of Exxon Valdez oil’

Molly McCammon, executive
director of the trustee council, is
so concerned about Congress
homing in on the council's respon-
sibilities that she now wants

Murkowski and Congtms to back

off making any changcs in the in-
vestment law, even though it could

cost $4 ‘million or more in fore-

gone interest this yca.r A SER

NG lhcy re gomg to put add:-."
tional provisions on n, we'd rather

withdraw ° the’

proposal "
McCammon'said.  °

But with a'House-Senate con- -
ference committee poised to be- i
gin work on a 1998 spending bill--
to which Murkowski's proposal is -
likely to be attached, Murkowski's’

provision may be difficult to stop.
Aides to Sen. Ted Stevens, chair-

‘man of the Senate Appropriations. -

Committee, said he's deferring to
Murkowski, who is chairman of
the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee.

Chuck . Kleeschulte,
Murkowski's press aide, insisted
the senator isn't trying to. tie the
council’s hands.

**We're expanding their ablhty
to use the interest money to do
more research and other types of
marine projects,”’- Kleeschulte
said. **The only restriction is that

itcan'tbe used for addmonal land
acquisitions.”
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Ancuent vnllage Ieads to a new home for Kodlak’s herltage

By Jody Seitz

For The Tunes

* On Kadiak Island, a cultural renais- -

sance has taken place during recent
years, beginning with a significant
archacological discovery 14 years ago
and culminating with a state of the ant
repository and museum built in 1995,
Dreams of a repository in Kodiak
began many years ago as more peo-
ple became interested in traditional
culiure. But excavation of an ancient
sitc along the Karluk River spurred the
people to accomplish their dream.
The tiny village of Karluk lay along
the productive Karluk River. In 1983,

a group of archacologists led by Rick -

Knecht and his teacher, Dr. Richard
Jordan, began unearthing items unseen
for hundreds of years and unknown to

modem archaeolo-
gists. As several

summecrs went by
and the collections
grew much larger, rescarch was
expanded to include other parts of the
island. Interest in traditional culture
surged, according to Alutiiq Muscum

- Curator Amy Steffian,

“It brought back a tremendous feel-
ing of pridc and interest in tmdmonal
culture,” she said.

Rita Stevens, of the Kod:ak Arca

‘Native Association, was al a mecting

where some of the artifacts from the
Karluk dig were revealed publicly for
the first ume,

*I remember the archaeologists
coming to town and having a special
meeting up at the senioe center and a

lot of the Native people came to that -

Coastal currents

actually
sce these
incredible artifacts from the Karluk,”

she said. “It was rcally an-awakening -
_of what a rich artistic and civilized cul-
ture we had in the past that we didn't

even know about.”
“1 remember one woman saying,
‘gee I thought we were Russian, 1 did-

- n't know that all this was here," ™ saiét

Stevens.,

A foundation was created lo promote
all aspects of Alutiiq culture and his-
tory and plans were drawn for a cul-
tural center, which included a climate-
controlled homne for sale storage of the
artifacts.

During the Exxon Valdez oil spill,

several archaeological sites were dam-

talk and
got to

agcd by oiland vandahwd by cleanup
workers.

To offset the harm, thc Exxon,:

Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council fund-
ed projects (o excavate and prescrve
some sites. In Kodiak, $1.5 million
was dedicated to building a repository
as part of the Alutiiq Museumn.

‘The museum is nowtwo yearsold. It's

located in the central historic district
of Kodiak, an arca representing more
than 7,000 ycars of heritage. The
muscum hosts educational cvents and
provides logistical support and- pro-
fessional expertise for ongoing archae-
ological and historical projects.

“The collection today includes more
than 100,000 cultural items —- ancicnt
Alutiiq artifacts as well as historic
items such as census records, 120

years of photographs, art objects, and

private collections people want to pre-
serve for future generations. :

It is unusual even among tribal
repositories nationwide, according 10
Steffian, because it combines the
knowledge of Native people with an
excéllent facility and professional
archaeologists.

“What's really unique is we're able
to take the best of everything and
together inone facility sothatthe g
of archacology and the dreams and
wishes of Native Amencan people can
be jointly pursued,” Steffian said.

Jody Seitz lives in Conlova and
also produces the Alaska Coastal
Currents radio progrum. The series is’
sponsored by the Exxon Valdez Oil
Spill Trustee Council to provide infor-
mation about restoration aclivities
within the spill region,
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Point of View

by Betsy Webb -

Two years ago the Kachemak chlagc Land Trust
embarked on an ambitious project to devclop a compre-
hensive’ conservation strategy for the southem Kenai
Peninsula by gathering data and mapping important con-

creating map overlays dcpicting natural value concentra-
tions, we created a conservation strategy that recognized
the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough as two of the highest
priorities for protection.

Through fortuitous circumstance, we were contacted
at this important juncture by the national land conservation
organization, the Trust for Public Land. They were
prospecting for projects in Alaska, so we invited them to
-| town and showed them around. The Trust for Public Land
specializes in acquiring and protecting land for the public

Homer Sp_i} and l}cluga S!wgh are significant in many

servation values, land uses and development patterns. By -

1o improve the quality of life in our communities, and is
cxpert at land-acquisition negotiation. They agreed that the-

ways, such as critical habitat for migrating shorebirds who
can't find altemate stopovers once their habital is lost, as
tidelands that provide for everything from clam digging to
birdwatching and environmental education to subsistence
fishing, as rich nurseries for the intertidal life that feeds
Kachemak Bay, and as re)uvcnalmg open space to balance
developed areas.

KHLT, the city of Homer and the Trust for Public Land
submitted a proposal to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council for acquisition of nine important properties
through the council’s Small Parcel Program. Appraisals for

these parcels totaled $1.3 million. These privately owned

properties were very carefully selected and had the willing
cooperation of all landowners throughout the process. Two
weeks ago, based in part on their receiving the largest out-
pouring of public support for any of their small parcel pro-
jects, the trustee council approved the purchase of six prop-
ertics (totalmg 68 ‘acres on the Spit and 38 acres at Beluga

- -Slough) for-just less than $1 million. - - -

Our commumty voice wins: Splt and Slough forever'

This project is indicative of the clear commitment that
the city of Homer has made in recent years to conservation
of significant lands in Homer. This acquisition, its work
with KHLT to permanently protect by conservation case-
ment 26 adjacent acres of intertidal habitat on the Spit, and
its creation of a conservation zone classification within
city limits will be the enduning legacy of the conscientious
and forward-thinking mayor and 1996-1997 city council.

The partnership of KHLT, Trust for Public Land, ci
of Homer and EVOS Trustee Council was truly inspire:
In the end, though, it was not just the hard work of these
organizations and the extraordinary values of the Homer
Spit and Beluga Slough, but the strong spirit and voice of
this community that carned us this magnificent open space.
Many of us made this happen — let’s kccp up the good
work!

Betsy Webb is president of the Kachemak Hemage
Land Trust Board of Directors.. .

)




Sp111 fund -
buys Spit,
slough vland

by J. Michael Lyons
Staff Writer

The Exxon Valdez Oil Sp:ll Trustee
Council, prompted by an outpouring of sen- .
timent from Homer residents and visitors,
rewarded a2 10-year effort to preserve

wildlife habitat by buying more than 100 .

private acres on the Homer Spit and Beluga

Slough and wmmg over management of it
" to the city.

- The purchase includes 68.7 atres of
intertidal land south of Mud Bay on the Spit
that is a popular site for thousands of
migrating shorebirds and a featured attrac-
tion of the annual Kachemak Bay Shorebird
Festival, which draws hundreds of bird-
watchers to the Spit each spring.

It also includes a 38-
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ra

century.

The idea of prcscmng land on the Spit
got a shot in the arm in 1995 when the oil
spill council was in Homer for a sparsely-
attended public hearing. Trustees told
Cushing there was money available to pur-
chase small parcels but lhat a dcadlme was
looming.

The city scrambled to put a plan
together but the trustee council rejected it. It
wanted to see more commitment from the

_— city and landowners.

acre parcel on Beluga
Slough near the intersec-
tion of the Bypass and
Lake Street that is home

and wintering moose.

Development on both are wondetful as
of course are the
habitat benefits.”

- — Barb Seaman

parcels will be limited to
boardwalks and kiosks.
“It will assure for
many generations to come
an aspect of Homer we've
all grown to love,” said

“I think the
economic bene-
to waterfowl, shorebirds ftS for the Clty

The city contacted the
Kachemak Heritage Land
Trust, which planted the
idea with' the California-
based . Trust for Pubhc
Lands.

started blossoming,”
Cushing. -

The Trust for- Public
Lands paid for appraisals

said

on the Spit and the Beluga

Mayor Jack Cushing, who -
has kept the idea alive since he served on
the Kachemak Bay Planning Commission
in the mid-1980s. “It ensures balanced
development on “the Spit that’s a part .of
Homer as we've come to know it.”

As part of the agreement, the oil sptll
trustee council will tum ownership and
management of the land over to the city,
which has wanted to purchase land on the
Spit for more than a decade but was unable
. to come up with the money.

Surveys in recent years showcd over-
whelming public support for the idea.

The Belugua Slough parcel was recent-
ly added 10 the deal as a way to preserve
land in conjunction with the multi-million-
dollar U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service visi-
tors center scheduled 10 be built early next

Slough parcel, then bought
purchase options.

Meanwhile, the city approvcd a conser-
valion easement on a 26-acre plot near the
Spit parcels last December and contributed
$41,000 it received from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife- Service to the purchase of the

Beluga Slough land. The easement prompt-

ed some to accuse the city council of lean-
ing toward environmentalism, but it and the
$41,000 contribution coupled with public
support clinched the deal with the oil spill
trustee council.

The Council paid $422,100 for the Spit
parcels and $574,000 for the Beluga Slough
land out of its dwindling small parcels fund.

“The public support for this project has
been  overwhelming,” said Molly
McCammon, the council’s executive direc-

“That’s when things

of the five private parcels

" tor. “The outpouring of letters and phone

calls from Homer and around the country
has been nonstop.”

Kachemak Heritage Land Trust
Executive Director Barb Seaman said that
like the city, her organization has been pur-
suing land on the Spit for years.

“1 think the economic benefits for the
city are wonderful, as of course are the
habitat benefits,” she said. *I think it's a
win-win for everybody.”

Gov. Tony Knowles also praised the
deal and said it will “ensure that beachside
habitat is protected, that the Spil’s world-
wide reputation remains umtarnished and
that tourism in Homer remains sustainable.”

The city has no firm plans on tourism-
like -development such as boardwalks or

kiosks on the Spit Land. It first must wait
for the construction of a $1.5 million bnkc
trail along the Spit Road.

“Once that’s taken care of and the
deal's finished then we can start planning
for boardwalks,” said Cushing.

As pant of the land deal, the Trustees
Council will require a second-party ease-
ment — probably the state or federal gov-
ermment or both — to ensure that the city
lives up to the agreement in the future.

The deal’s downside will be a loss of
approximately $9,500 in borough, city and
service area taxes.

The proposal to tumn the land over to
the city will come before the city council
for final approval this fall. The deal must
also be approved by the Alaska Legislature.




KODIAK DAILY MIRROR

OCTOBER 8, 1997

EVOS Trustees OK
Homer Spit puchase -

A\ICHORAGE (AP} — Trust-
cus -oversecing Alaska’s $900
million oil spill seulement will
buy 100 acres. on the Homer spit
o preserve lands uscd by migrat-
ing shorcbirds. -

‘Land at the basc of Homer’ spit
is home (o the annual Kachemak
Bay shorebird festival, which

draws thousands of birdwatchers *

to -‘Homer during spring migra-
tion.. The oil spill. trustees also
'approvcd buying a: parccl at
nearby Beluga Slough. o
Homer: Mayor Jack Cushxog

said the purchase satisfies a’ de- ~
cade-long city wish to acquirc and |
protect both tracts. *'It’s abso-

“lutely wonderful,’” Cushing said.

The Exxon Valdez oil spill -~

" trustee council voted Fnday )
spend $422,100 for 69 acres of
“low-lying intertidal flats and salt
marsh at the base of the spit and
another $574,000 for a 38-acre
. lot on Beluga Slough.

.The city of Homer is contrib-
~ uting $41,000 toward the slough
- “purchase and will hold title to the
land and manage it.

Part of the purchase includes

land on both sides of the: spit.
~ The site attracts migrating shore-

hirds to the b.xy side to feed on

invertebrates in the intertidal
flats.

Harbor scals. juvenile s.llnmn
and a varicty of waterfowl also

fced in the -area. The slough.

draws shorebirds and waterfowl
as well,

The property was -purchased
l'rom several private landowners

a California nonprofit organiza-.
tion called Trust for ,Pubhc

Lands. - - RUEIE
The Homer tract is thc latest
ina suu.s of | land purchases by

and ﬁ.dcral officials ovcxsx.emg

Exxon's payment to. seitle . Iaw--g
suits stemming from the Pnnce:

William Sound oil spill’in:1989.."

Much of the settlement. was
used to buy land deemed useful:
habitat for birds  and marme

 mammals hurt by the spill." -

ALASKA JOURRAL OF COMMERCE
WEEK OF OCTOBER 13, 1997

Environment o
* The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee

Council has agreed to assist local efforts by:

‘the City of Homer to protect key shorchird

habituts on the Homer Spit and Beluga |

Stough. The council on Oct. 3 authorized
$422.100 to protect 68.7 acres of low-lying

intertidal flats und suft marsh at the hase of the

spit.and §374,000 for 1 38-acre lot on nearby
Beluga Slough. The Gity of Homer is c\pctwd'
o contribute another $-41.000 toward acqui-
sition of the Beluga Slough.property, .

Streel Talk is a regular column of news,
spectlation and plain ole possip reported

~ by the Journal of Conmerce stafl and cam-

friled by Ruse Ragsdale,
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Council Covets EVOS Dollars

CITY HALL—Valdez mayor
Dave Cobb says the city
should revive its effort-of five
years ago to -establish an
archives depository here for
the mass of papers and docu-
ments compiled in the wake of
the Exxon Valdez oil spill of
1989.

“I think its time to revisit that,”
Mayor Cobb told the council
Monday night. “Let’s open up
the dialogue again and try to
" get the proposal revisited.”

The issue was raised by coun-
cilman John Harris who noted
that the city hired Tom. Van

Brocklin several years ago to

explore the possibility of an
archives center in Valdez.
“Can we bring that back to life
again?” he asked.
Councilman Tim Plummer
says he was puzzled about the
dispensing of the $900 million
by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Trustee Council.

“l find it more than amazing
when | watch all of that money

spent by the trustee council all -

" over the state of Alaska,” said
Plummer.

“Valdez was impacted as much
as anybody and we will proba-

bly feel the longest impact of

anyone and vet nothing still

seems to be done or earmarked
for Valdez, he said.

“And that to me is just unbe-
lievable. If someone else can
figure out the basis for the
decisions they are making,
then they are a better person
than | am because there is no
rhyme nor reason for how they
determine how that money is
spent,” Plummer told the
council,

“It’s a sad state of affairs.that .

Valdez has been unable 1o ben-
efit the way so many other
areas have.”
“l see the
Environmental

EPA
Protection

Agency) where it announced it
would use some of the fine
money to spend in New York™.
and New Jersey. So it's made it

to the east coast now, some of
the (Exxon Valdez
money,”'Plhmmer added.
“The money follows the polit-
ical power,” remarked council-
man Lynn Chrystal. “That’s
what it amounts to and it's
very frustrating.” ,
Mayor Cobb rose to the
defense -of the Exxon Valdez

Trustee Council. “1 will say in_

defense‘of the council that

(us.

fine -

there have been a number of

small jobs done in Valdez,” he
said.

The Blondeau property is
under review right now and
the Duck Flats is under study,

-he said. “However when you

look at the volume of money,
compared to the impact, we
have certainly been short-
changed. :

“When you see tens of mil-
lions of dollars spent in
Kodiak and Afognak who got
a couple of tarballs about this
big, compared to what was

spent in  Valdez,” said
Chrystal. “Whatever was
spent " here was chump
change.” .
“l don’t disagree,” remarked
the Mayor.”

~ Homer Spit
- will receive

Spit. It

‘Slough property.

- EVOS protection

" The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

- Trustee council authorized on Oct.

3 $422,100 to protect 68.7 acres’

‘of low-lying intertidal flats and

salt marsh at the base of Homer

authorized another

. $574,000 for a 38-acre lot on near-

- by Beluga Slough. It is anticipated

" that the City of Homer will con-
‘tribute an .additional $41,000

towards acquisition of the Beluga

CORDOVA TIMES -
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" The Trust for Public Lands,
working with the City of Homer
and the Kachemak Bay Herilage
Land Trust, put together the land
packages by acquiring options
from several landowners. The
Trustee Council agreed to pay the
appraised value for the properties
and to turn the land over to the
City of Homer for long-term man-
agement under the terms of a pro-
tective conservation easement.
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Teacher v:snts Seattle
Aquarnum for some tlps

Commentcry

- ed a $44,000 Christa McAquﬁe P
Fe{x’owsk:p Grant ldst spring to”’
“integrate Seward :chools with .
“the Alaska SeaLife Center. Ducon
~.traveled to the Seattle Aquartum
1o Ieam abaut m edncauonai

dle of one of the few hcalthy fish-
¢ries remaining in the world.
. Nothing brings this home more than
a visit Qutside to an area like
Seattle that once had a booming
salmon fishery and now has but a

* remnant. Returning to the Kenai

one cannot help but notice that the
streams are full of salmon and fish-
ing is great in Resurrection Bay.
The Seattle Aquarium is trying to
educate the populace in the hope
that someday they may see a shad-
ow of the salmon runs in Puget

~ Sound that we take for granted here.

The Scattle Aquarium serves
40,000 students a year. Most of
them come to the waterfront where
the aquarium is located. But there

" also is an outreach program with a

mobile field 1ab. The van that is
used for this lab can service stu-
dents in groups of 15. The biolo-
gists working with the mobile lab
are working at selting up a quality
long-term relationship with area

- schools. Instead of just a “show

me" tour of the aquarium or mobile
field lab, Seattle Aquarium person-

. nel are endeavoring to integrate the

Washington State cumculum into
thcxr programs.

The aquarium is scltmg up a
partnership- with schools. They
hope to work with teachers and set
up working relations that have a
minimum four-year commitment.
Even the Seattle Zoo works with a
specific age group by targeting sec-
ond graders and fulfilling a portion
of their learning requirements. .

Seward schools and the Alaska
SeaL.ife Center have already begun
working on a similar partnership.
Thie fruits of this can be seeninthe
recent presentation by a National
Geographic photographer Flip

. Nicklin to a capacity student crowd

at Seward Middle/High School.
This presentation was made possi-
ble through the efforts of Les
Thomas of the Alaska Science and
Technology Foundation and Leslie
Peart of the Alaska SeaLife Center.
It is just the beginning of what
should be a symbiotic partnership
between our schools and the
world’s newest aquarium,

Jerry Dixon is the Quest teacher
at the Seward Elementary School
and a McAuliffe Fellow.
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Challengers Welles, Waddell oust 1ncumbem‘cs

by Hal Spence
Staff Writer - s
Voters -tumed out both Homﬂ’ Cxty

Council incumbents by wide margins’

Tuesday, electing in their place s pair of
businessmen who had successfully spun the
straw of controversial zoning decisicas and
higher water rates adopted this year into

political gold.
Meanwhile, voters outside the city in
Assembly ~ District 9 re-clected

Scalzi “was unc|
returmed both o3
Peninsuls Board of Bducaucn. (See story,
Page 13.)

" In acity election that had been difficult
to predict, Luke Welles and Al Waddell cas-
ily defeated Councilwoman Susan Kernes,

lenged. They also

who was seeking’ her second term, and

Councilwoman Sylvia Cassidy, a relative

newcomer to Homer who had been appoint-

ed to fill 2 vacancy last fall. Cassidy was
seebnghctﬁmfull&am. ’

bents to the Kenai

- Welles lopped all candidates with 365
votes, followed by Waddell with 339.
Keimes was a distant third with 274 votes
and Cassidy was last at 262 votes. The same
rclauonshnp was reflected -in all three cuy
precincts,

Long- -time Homer resident Ray
Kranich also was elected 10 a one-year
council seat. Hc was unchallenged and got
572 votes. .

Voter turnout was poor. Slightly more

cast ballots. Of 3,267 registered voters, only
766 bothered to go to the polls — 23.4 per-
cent. Another 65 abscotee ballots and 18
questioned ballots remain to be counted.

*“For better or worse, onward and for-
ward, That's about the sum of iL” Welles
said yesterday morning after waking up a
councilman-elect. *1 guess now 1'll have 1o
mark off every other Monday for meetings
and go forward from there.”

Asscmblyman Drew Scalzi to another term.

“Waddeli thatthe current council"WidE™gny- -

Welles said he had a feeling he would
be the top vote-getier.

“In all honesty, | wanted 10 be either
No. 1 or No. 4,” he said. “The low tumout is

development.” That issue had a decnded
effect on the election.

“1 would dearly love to get immediate-

ly rolling on public meetings in regards to

the comprehensive

:;;:er? ligsﬁnown t}:: P DE plan and use that as
rooiously  low - “Timing will -be the {7 s fore
voter turnout. [ hoj .- : . o it
that will changc."pc thln There s a fu” ;:‘:c'f'_:r .‘:c".eﬁ
“sai 1d. “Timing wi
it b 1990 plate (before the councd ) be the thing, There
budget will be the . is a- full plate
first thing on his list, at this moment.’ o ‘(:?!‘;fom ;:13 COI\‘!;;;
Then he said he — Luke s i '
wanls (0 pursue cre- R ngle moment.”

ation of an econom-

ic dcvelopmcnt coordinator position and the
projects on the legislative wish-list — most
important, money for the sewer-line upgrade
and pump station under the Bypass.

“As soon as possible, I'd like to cap the
time of council meetings at 11 p.m.,"” he
said. Currently, the council can conduct
business until rmdmghl7 and beyond if they
suspend the rules.

Welles also has his sights sel on -

rcvampmg city zoning laws. Differences in
interpretation of the zoning code between
the council and the Homer Advisory
Planning and Zoning Commission earlier
this year led to charges by Welles and

He- also said
“he expects the new water and sewer rates
passed a few weeks ago to ‘get a second
fook. -

I have a sinking feeling all that's siot
over yet | haven't done my homework on
that yet. I've Jusl heard rumers that people
want 1o revisit this.”

Waddell said the vote was a mand.ate —
for more progress, © 7R s

“It’s not that anyone wants skyscrapcrs
in Homer,” he said. “We've got a communi-
ty here, but we have to look at tax bases and
jobs. Those are quite important.”

Waddell said he thought the election
turned on the controversy over the car wash

s ”4_

_freight and tour-ship business here.

than ooe out of every five cligible voters

and'the‘new\vaxcr rates, .
“I'd have to say 100 percent,” he said.
Working up the 1998 budget will be the
first order of business, he said. After that, he
said he wants to focus on rebuilding the
city’s Main Dock and encouraging more

He also said he is in favor of setting
aside land on the Homer Spit and Beluga
Slough for habitat, a project that now enjoys
the backing of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

; Trustee Council. The council is likely to

-3

* consider a suppon. S

| ive resolution in the

" next few weeks that

should help clear
the way for spill
money to fund the
conscrvation case-
ments. Waddell said
he also supports
trails and parks.
Kemes  said
she enjoyed her three ycam on the council,
adding that she thinks she helped do good

- work,” She thanked her supporiers and

wished the new council good luck.
*“They're going to need it,” she said.
Kemes said she lost because the oppo-

sition did what it-needed to do to win and

. she did not.

“1 think they successfully networked




¢ ‘and ‘got'outthe-vole,” she'said™ Ihey*paid -

meore attention to the campaign than 1 did. |
was busy doing my paid consultant work
and when [ wasn't doing that, my council
work. | dida't take the time | cenainly
. should have 10 campaign.”
: There were other reasons, however, she
| said,

"l think the winning candidates suc-

cessfully manipulated the car-wash issue to

» their advantage by tuming it into an emo-
t:onal as opposed to a factual, issue,” she
said. “The emotion-

" can’t there be a car
wash in the Central

- Business District?

That
nice,’
“factual issue that
car washes are not
allowed in the CBD
and that the council
simply had no choice” but 1o overturn the
planning commission,

Kemes said the increase in the water
and sewer rates was a contributing lactor in
the defeat of the incumbents. She said there
has been general dissatisfaction with the city

. and how it handies finances — a pcrccptnon
lhat it does so badly, Kemes said !hat isn't

would be

ncccssanly the case, but that it is ‘true that

administrative costs are high. She noted a
~ study done during preparation of the new
waler rates that showed around 45 percent of
the costs were administrative.
*“It has to be examined why it costs $17
to-send out each bill,” she said.
Being voted off the council was dxsap-

pointing and she said she was saddened by

the outcomé. But she also was relicved, she
said. She now has more time to devote to her
other public position as a member of the
Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission,

Being on the council “was a juggle,”
she said. “I do have a life.”

Cassidy said she.was, loo, sorry the
vote tumned out the way it did.

] think what we started to do on the
councit was very good stuff,” she said.
“Now I'm afraid that effort will be_ truncat-
ed.” She added that next year's clection
could be critical. The seat held by
Councilman Dennis Leach and the one-year
seat just won by Kranich will both be up, as
will the office of mayor.

Cassidy said it ‘was. clear the:people

opposing the incumbents were well-orga-

al part was ‘Why

versus the .

nized. She also said the council has had to
deal with some “heavy issues”™ during the
past year, the results of which got a lot of

- publicity.

“It appears o me that these were used

. by some in the community as a reason to

s

“now I'm

speak against the actions of the council to
evoke some kind of negative comment,

information they were trying to dlsscml-

nate.”

be permitted on the Bypass, Cassidy pointed
to the record of the commission meetings

saying two of its members who might have .

had a conflict of interest had led that discus-
sion. Calling inlo question the integrity of
those commissioners may have helped fuel
the effort to turn out the two incumbents,

Cassidy, however, has no regrets about
what she said or how she voted when the
council sat as a board of adjustment and
reversed the commission’s car-wash deci-
sion.

Cassidy was philosophical about her
short-lived political career. “1 was son of
like 8 Roman. candle'sj
mgone,”

Dunng the controversy that arosc overa. -
commission decision that a car wash should

bumed briefly and, _ness. That,;he said_would. apply. to any
‘she said.” *“The year wm"’*manager

good and I had good input. 1 ran*.on my

.-record:] thought that people who listened to
KBBI, had cable TV and read newspapers - -

would be the ones out there voting and giv-

. ing weight t0 my arguments and decisions.

It should have been obvious, but the vole
doesn't reflect that. It reflects that I came in.

".. last 1 hoped I. would. win, but. anuc:pau:d
. Cassidy said. “It gave them fuel for the K

that I wouldn'e™ .~ .. b

‘- Kranich, who ran unopposcdv was

luctant to read (oo much into thc ovemll
elecuon

“But voters have sent a message that the
council and the city administration need to

look differently at how we do business. I

can't get a vision out of a crystal ball why
voters voled the way they did.”

Kranich said he is ready to go lo'work.;
but expects, despite his years on the Portand .

Harbor Commission, to require a learning
period. One thing he would like to see hap-
pen is to review policies regarding how var-
ious cily departments work and to give City
Manager Patti Whalin some “explicit
marching orders” on conducting city busi-

_ " “Iwouldn't wanl o say thc votc reﬂects* .
a mandate or anything like that,” he said. -
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Harbor Seal Numbers
‘Are Still In Decline

'VALDEZ (AP)--Scien-
tists say ~ Prince William
‘Sound harbor seals remain in
decline while populations
south of Kodiak lsland have
_stabilized.
~ Biologists focused Friday
on_ramitications of the Exxon
‘Valdez oil spill as " the
" American Association for the
Advancement of Science met
in Valdez. The
meeting  drew
researchers
Saturday.

The tanker ‘wreck in 1989

140
ended

about
and

dumped nearly 11 million gal-
lons of oil into prime fishing

waters and tainted hundreds
of miles of Alaska coastline as
far south as Homer.

Experts continue to debate
the spill's longterm effect, if
any, after oil killed birds and
_ marine life in its path.

At the Valdez conference,
-Brian Fadely, a researcher at
the University of = Alaska
. Fairbanks, said. harbor seal
“populations in Southeast have
long been stable or increasing
slightly.

In the Sound and off Kodiak
Island, however, the seal's
numbers have dropped dra-
matically for 20 years. Fadely,
with  UAF's  Schoo! of
Fisheries and Ocean Sciences,
said the oil spill had accentu-
ated the problem.

“"There's lots of speculation

“three-day

and work being done on find-
ing out' what is the cause.”
Fadely said. - -

So far there are no answers
but a favored theory is that

" there has been a reduction in

the amount of ‘or quality of
food, Fadely said. Scientists
have tested the idea by exam-
ining the seals’ blood, weight
and body condition.

But a comparison of 1960s
and 1990s data on length,
body weight and blubber
thickness showed no s:omh’
cant differences.

Scientists also found that
Prince William Sound seals
have a slightly higher blubber
density than Southeast seals.
That means the fat has more
lipids. which provide better
energy storage and indicate
the animals are in better con-
dition, Fadely said.

Researcher Amy Hirons, of
UAF's Institute of Marine
Science, said she started col-
lecting seals’ whiskers in
1993 to look at their chemical
content and growth rates, to
test the food-chain idea.

The institute also reported
on a study begun this summer
on seal pups south.of Kodiak,
near  Tugidak Island.
Scientists say a separate study
completed this summer shows
the Tugidak-area seal popula-

“tions had stabilized but at a

reduced number.
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Land Otters Placed
On Protective List

CORDOVA--The 1997/93
,ftrappmg season for land otters
in western Prince William
Sound between Port Nellie

- »'“J_uan and lcy Bay. on the main-
land and in the Knight Island

area has been cancelled by

._emergency order of the Alaska

‘:Depanment of Fish and Game.
: Area wildlife biolo-
'gist Roy Nowlin said the clo-
surc is necessary to help
rescarcher determine if otters

" are recovering from the Euon
"'Valdcz oil spill. '

He said oil contami-
nation from the 1989 spill
caused injury to the land otter
populations in western Prince

* William Sound.

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Area update

Damage assessment
studies during the three years
following the spill showed
otter food, body mass, move-
ments and physiology were
affected by oil pollution.

Ongoing research is

essential he said, to determine

if otters are recovering.
Researchers must capture and
release a many animals as pés-
sible to collect samples and
take measurements, Nowlin
said. ; o
T " Trapping  activity
could interfere  with the
research if otters are removed
from the study area, or if otters

- become trap shy, he added.

The Cordova ﬂrﬁes
]

Che’nega Bay uses
new technology to
clean up Exxon oil

Chenega Bay residents, state
officials and an oil spill contrac-
tor spent six weeks using “air
knives" to inject air and solvent

_into oily rock and gravel that has

been left uncleaned at Sleepy Bay
and Latouche Island since the
1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.

The process’ helped lift the oil
to the surface, where it was then

washed down the beach and cor-

ralled by booms floating offshore.

The aeration was also said to con--

tribute to the biodegradation of the
oil by supplying much-needed

oxygen to the subsurface

microbes.
The project was funded by the

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council
based on a grant proposal from
Chenega residents. The Prince
William  Sound_ Economic
Development Council managed
the beach cleaning project.
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Homer Spit Iand purchased

Oil spill trustees approved $1 million for 100 acres

ANCHORAGE (AP) —
Trustees overseeing Alaska's $900

million oil spill settlement will buy

100 acres on the Homer spit to pre-
serve lands used by mlgratmz
shorebirds.

Land at the base of Homer spit is
home to the annual Kachemak Bay
shorebird festival, which draws
thousands of birdwatchers to
Homer during spring migration.
The oil spill trustees also approved
buying a parcel at nearby Beluga
Slough.

Homer Mayor Jack Cushing said
the purchase satisfies a decade-long
city wish toacquire and protect both

KODIAK DAILY MIRROR

tracts. “It’s absolutely wonderful
Cushing said. :

The Exxon Yaldcz onl splll
trustee council voted Friday to
spend §422,100 for 69 acres of low-
lying intertidal flats and salt marsh
At the base of the spit-and another
$574.,000 for a 38-acre lot on
Beluga Slough.

The city of Homer is contribut-
ing $41,000 toward the slough pur-
chase and will hold title to the land
and manage it.

Part of the purchase includes
land on both sides of the spit. The
site attracts migrating shorebirds to

the bay side to feed on invertebrates*

in the mlemdal flats.

Harbor seals, juvenile salmon
and a variety of waterfow] also feed
in the area. The slough draws shore-
birds and waterfowl as well. -

The property was purchased
from several private landowners in
package deals put together by a
California nonprofit organization
called Trust for Public Lands.

The Homer tract is the latest in a
series of land purchases by the
council, which- includes state and
federal officials overseeing
Exxon’s payment to settle lawsuits
stemming from the Prince William
Sgund oil spill in 1989.

OCTOBER 2, 1997

EVOS council meets in Juneau

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Trustee Council will meet in Ju-
ncau, Friday, Oct. 3, to discuss
strategies for archacological res-
toration in Prince William Sound
and future financial investments.

The Council is also scheduled
for possible action to acquire
small parcels on the Homer Spit.

The mecting will begin at 10:30
a.m. at the Forest Service Confer-
ence Room 541A, Federal Build-

ing, 709 West Ninth Street in Ju-
ncau. It will also be
teleconferenced to the Restoration
Office conference room, 645 G
Street, Suite 401 in Anchorage.

A pubhc comment period is
scheduled to begin at 11 am. In-
dividuals can arrange to partici-
pate via teleconference by con-
tacting the Restoration Office at
907-278-8012 or toll free, 1-800-
478-7745.



Sealifg
habitats
mirror
real thing

By Roger Kane
LOG Statt

Barnacles, mussels, limpets,
starfish and-a couple types of shell-
fish adorn the boulders and other large
chunks of rock Just below the tide-
lmes
.~ Dead trees and tree branches litter
- the cliff faces. Small patches of grass
have sprung up in the crevasses and
on the tops of the cliffs.

" The low-tide waterline is delin-
ealed by muted green, red and brown
stains that gradually fade into the
black and grey speckles of the granite.
‘ Black sand covers the cave floors
. and lays in nipples, deposited by lhc
“receding tide, -
- Soon there will be birds, sea hcns
- and scals on the rocks and in the water.
Rescarchers will be gathering infor-
. mation and tourists will be jockeying
for the best views. And there will be
the‘inevitable ooohs and aaaahs over
the landscape.

All the species of plants and ani-
mals arc what you would f{ind on the
Chiswell Islands and in Resurrection
Bay, but you won’t have to leave
shore to find them,

Perhaps the most attractive feature
of the Alaska SeaLife Center will be

the three large exhibits, housing -

Steller sca lions, harbor scals and a
host of seabirds.

It took the subcontractor, Jolly
Miller, all summer {0 create the natur-
al-looking $1.35 million habitat, and
painstaking efforts were made to
make things as realisuc as possxb e,
said Matt Stevens, the crew's super-
intendent.

Cliffs and boulders are crea(cd

from steel rebar, chicken wire and
super-strong concrete, pneumnatically

applied. After that hardens, a three- to
four-inch layer of the “shot crete” is
applied to the structural concrete sur-
face and expently carved to look like
granite. ‘

Barnacles, mussels and other
shellfish, apparently clinging to the
boulders, are also man-made.

Lead artist for the project, Pancho
Vining, said silicon molds must first
be made from the real critters. From
them, castings are made with a
cement mixture and mortared to the

. rock work in a wide band called the
tidal zone.

Roger KanaLOG staff

Aaron Miracle assists Mike Bowden with concrete application
in one of the small caves between the seal exhibit and the sea
lion exhibit. The concrete they are pouring will be troweled
smooth, rippled to create the illusion of a sandy fioor and will
be impreganted with black sand.

To make the simulated granite
look as realistic as possible, it is pant-
ed.

Julia Goldman, one of the painters
working on the project, said it’s sort
of a water-color technique.” with a ot
of thin layers of paint applied o give
the concrete.a speckled look. '

She uses watered-down latex
house paint and dyes to achieve the
colors of the natural landscape. She

docs her painting with spray bottles,

sponges and hoses.
Cracks are darkened to make them

“look wet, Like natural rocks. And the
gentle shading of the tidal zones is

mimicked with dyes from spray bot-

© tes.

Goldman has a fine-arts degree,
but she said there's no formalized
training for rock paunting.

*You do it enough and it sont of
becomes automatic,” she said.

Mike Pope, the man in charge of
placing the deadfalls and vegetation,
said the recently completed bird
exhibit is his “pnde and joy.” sn fv.
The deadfalls really came together, in
part because of a gold mine of dead-
falls in his fricnds’ backyards.

" He said locating the plant specics

he necded was easy afier he consulted
with friends and co-workers from

Seward.
“l showed them pictures from -

books and they'd say, ‘Oh, | know
where that 1s."” Pope sud.

Because gathering plants from '

national parks and national forests is
illcgal, he said the locals’ knowledge

of the plants was crucial and that,

many of the species he nceded were
found alongside roads or in people's
backyards.

Some species’ of plants Pope
incorporated into the exhibits are
Pacific water parsley, wild celery,
yarrow, smooth alumroot, dwarf fire-
weed, Sitka spruce and beachrye.':-

Other grasses were supplied by

Stoney Wright, manager of the Alaska

Plant Material Center in Palmer, arr’
.arm of the state Department of

Natural Resources.

Wright said the Plant Material
Center was contracted by Jolly Miller,
which was looking for nauve grass-

¢s. He said he was working on a pro-

ject for the state Department.of

Transportation at the time, and col+

lected the seeds while he was on that

job.
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Alaska Coastal
Currents

By Jody Sei

" The Exxon Valdez spilled its oil

William Sound. In 1993, when
most of the herring hatched dur-
ing the spill should have returned

~to spawn for. the first time, the

R jE.lSl as herring were returning to-
" spawn along the shores of Prince

population collapsed. That year’

saw the least spawn ever recorded
in Prince William Sound. The
$12 million annual fishery was
canceled for four successive years.
Researchers are sltill trying to
determine whether the 1993 her-
ring failure was in any way con-
nected to the oil spill. '
Scientists at the National Ma-
rine Fishcries Service Auke Bay
Lab experimented to find out if
the spill had affected the
herring’s ability to reproduce. In
the process they discovered some

. important effects of crude oil on

cggs, larvae, and adults.

- ; They found that the most toxic

parts of the Prudhoe Bay oil are
actually the heavier hydrocarbons

Weathered crude oil
impacts herring eggs

to develop abnormally. “One of
the most prominent effects we
saw, which we measured right af-
ter the eggs hatched, was a swell-
ing of the yolk sac and this would
become progressively more se-
vere and more frequent with in-
creases in concentration,” said
Carls. “The same thing would

" happen as lime went on. So you

could see the effect increasing as
a function of time as well.”
Other defects included small
jaws, shorter larval length, re-
duced swimming ability, in-
creased spinal defects, and pre-
mature hatch.

In the lab, herring larvae ex-
perienced genetic damage when
exposed to crude oil. But the

_level of exposure that led to ge-

which remain when oil *weath- .

ers.” As the lighter compounds
dissipate, the ‘weathered oil be-

comes more toxic-at lower con- -

centrations. How long it remains
toxic and harmful to Iwmg or-
ganisms is unknown.

Researchers exposed adult her-

ring to weathered oil~ and,ob-@‘

served them. . Eggs and larvac
also were exposed to weathered

oil over a 16-day period-in, scpa~-~
" rale tests.

netic damage was higher than the

“level that produced abnormal de-

velopment. Researchers think
that any genetically-damaged
herring larvae probably died duc
to deformitics before they could
pass on the genetic harm. -
Adults exposed to weathered
crude oil had compromised im-
munce syslems and were more
likely to develop viral hemorhagic
septicemia, the deadly virus sus-
pected of being the immediate.

. cause of the 1993 heming crash.
-Although-scuenusls sull have,
“not established - how~many‘wﬂd' *

" herring were actually killed by

When hurrmg are exposed 10

the heavy compounds a little can
cause a lot of damage, said Mark
Carls of the Auke Bay Lab: “The
take home message that we came

up with was the amount of oil
that was required to cause prob-
lems in the eggs and the subsc-
quently hatched larvae was a lot
smaller -than has been reported

previously,” said Carls.
* Eggs cxposed to weathered ©

crude oil were much more likely

exposure to oil in 1989, they have
shown that the spill could have
been a factor in“the 1993 popu-
lation crash, and that there is a
strong likelihood that the virus
was present in 1989

Jody Seit lives in Cordova and
also pmduces the Alaska Coastal
Currents radio progran:. The se-
ries is sponsared by the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
to provide information about res-
toration activities within the spill

region.




Research studies effects of weathered oil on herring

By JODY SEITZ
Alaska Coaslal Currents

'The Exxon Valdez spilled its oil just as
hemring were returning to spawn along the
shores of Prince William Sound. In 1993,
when niost of the herring hatched during
the spill should have returned to spawn for
the first time, the population collapsed.
That year saw the least spawn ever record-
ed in Prince William Sound. The $12 mil-
lion annuat fishery was canceled for four
successive years.

Researchers are still urying to deter-
.mine whether the 1993 herring failure was
in any way connected to the oil spill.

Scientists at the National Marine’

Fisheries Service Auke Bay Lab experi-
mented to find out if the spill had affected

"~ the herring’s -ability to reproduce. In the

process they" dxscovered some important
effects of crude oil on. eggs, larvae, and
adults, - TV

- They found that the most toxic parts of
the Prudhoe Bay oil are actually the heav-

PENINSULA CLARION .

ier hydrocarbons which remain when oil- .

“weathers.” As the lighter compounds

-dissipate, the weathered oil becomes more

toxic at lower concentrations, How long it
remains toxic and harmful to living organ-

isms is unknown,

Researchers exposed adult hemring to
weathered oil and observed them. Eggs

~and larvae also were cxposed to weath-

ered oil over a 16-day period in separate
tests.

When herring are exposed 1o the heavy
compounds a little can cause a lot of dami-
age, said Mark Carls of the Auke Bay
Lab. “The take home message that we
came up with was the amount of oil that
was required to cause problems in the

‘eggs and the subsequently hatched larvae

was a ot smaller than has been reported

‘previously,” said Carls.

Eggs exposed 10 weathered crude oil

“were much more likely to develop abnor-

mally. “One of the most prominent effects
we §aw, which we measured right after the
eggs hatched, was a swelling of the yolk

OCTOBER 5, 1997

‘Resioration and recovery ollowing e Ecron Valdezoll sl

sac and this would become progressively

more severe and more frequent with
increases in concentration,” said Carls.
*“The same thing would happen as time
went on.  So you could see the effect
increasing as a function of time as well.”
Other defects included small jaws, shoner
larval length, reduced swimming ability,
increased spinal defects, and premature
hatch.

In the lab, herring larvae expenenccd
genetic damage when exposed 10 crude
oil. But the level of exposure that led to

"genetic damage was higher than the level

" that produced abnormal development.

Researchers think that any genetically-

. damaged herring larvae probably died due

to deformities before they could pass on

‘" the genetic harm.

Adults exposed to weathered crude oil
had compromised immune systems and
were more likely to develop viral her
rhagic septicemia, the deadly virus .ua-
pected of being the immediate cause of the
1993 herring crash.

Although scientists still have not estab-

“lished how maany wild herring were actu-

ally killed by exposure to oil in 1989, they
have shown that the spill could have been
a factor in the 1993 population crash. and
that there is a strong likelihood that the
virus was present in 1989. ~

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also
produces the Alaska Coastal Currents
radio program. The series is sponsored by
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spiil Trustee Council
to provide information about restoration
activities within the spill region.
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| Mayor, council candi a’tes focus on growth in Seward’s future

By JON HOLLAND
Pacinguia Clarion

The booming little town. of
Seward wil] have plenty of choic-
¢sinTuesday's election, Eightcan-.
didates, including twoincumbents,
are vying for three scats on the city
council, and the mayoral race fea-
tures a longtime Alaskan, Seward
resident and public servant against
a Harvard-educated, globe-trot~
ting, former world bank advisor.

The key issues in the election,
seem to center around problems
roost Alaska towns would envy —
how tocontrol burgeoning growthin

a local economic boom. The city
wants to expand its harbor facilities
1o acommodate more traffic from
cruise ships; the new Alaska Seal.ife
Center is scheduled to be fully oper-
ational by May 1 and & small boom
in business ancillary to these
momentous events is expected. -
Other projects on the horizon
include expansion of the railyoad
freight dock, a conveption center
and expansion of the Spring Creek
‘Correctional Center. )

Louis Bencardino said his long
and diverse career of public service

* in Alaska makes bim the most qual-

Bob Satin believes his educa-
tion, a doctorate in economics and
a masters in geology. plus his expe-

rience as a project advisor and port-

folio manager for the world bank

. qualify him to be mayorof Seward.

His personal goal for his first
term in office, if elected, will be to
conduct & systematic review of
enterpriscs owned by the city and
whether or not the ¢ity belongs in

NAME: Bob Satin -

OFFICE: Mayor .

AGE: 68

RESIDENCY: Thiee years in

Seward . Lo

PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-

ENCE: Formet senior advisoro

the World Bank in Washington,

0.C.. 1aught at the University of

Michigan, Harvard, the: Poly

* rteenns of Central London and . .{ ,

" University Collegs.of London. ™ ~

. JOB: Retired from world dbank
in 1994, Currenily a volunteer
wilh the National Park Service
at Kenai Flords National Park
and Hawaii Volcanoes National
Park. . .
FAMILY: Seven grandchildren.
all fiving on the East Coast orin
London. -

NAME: Louis Bencardino
QFFICE: Mayor
AGE: 60 . o
RESIDENCY: 30 yeais In
Alaska, 23 ysarsin Seward
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-
ENCE: Seward police chiel 17
years, ity councd thres years,
two years as mayor of Seward,
JOB; Retired polics chiel
FAMILY: Wide Dianne and four.
children, all grown and kving on
the East Coast.

ified for the office. ' .
His personal goals for his next

térmo in office, if clected, are to get
the Sealife Center up and running,
to build a pew Alaska Railroad
freight dock and to start planning a°
convention center. He also would
like to build more Nordic ski trails
around town and expand the
prison. ) '
- Bencardino said the biggest
challenge facing the city of Seward
will be “to know when enough is
enough.” .
] expect tourism in Seward to
be maxed out in the next 10 years,”
he said.

Bencardino said he is running -
outofasenseof altruismtoward the

town of Seward.

“] love this community and the
people in it. I'm dedicated to this
town and | like helping people.” . -

thuse businesses.

“It distresses me to sec 2 city
whose moito seems 10 be "Ready.
fire. aim."" Satin said. "It also dis-
tresses e 10 see the assets of the

. muany vonvencd 1o the assets of the

few.” .

The biggestchallenpe faving the
city. e suid, is completing the tran-
sitiun tu a major tourism center.

He alsu helieves too much of the
vity’s business has been conducted
in secrecy by a network of insiders,

“Lawal government should be
more upen and {air than it has been
in the st few years,™ he said.

NAME: Margaret Anderson
OFFICE: City council

AGE: 64

RESIDENCY: A titelong
Seward resident .
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-
ENCE: Two two-yearterms on
tne city council. and previous
experience on the hospital and
school boards

JOB: Retired fish processor
manager

FAMILY: Widow with grown
children a‘nd‘nine grandchildren

Murgaret Anderson said her

_lungtenure in Seward has given lier

“w pretty good understaniding of
Seward politivs.”
- “Heel we're a progressive com-

munity in a period of transition. 1'd .
* liketoprovide some continuity dur-

ing that iransition,” she said. )
- Her persunal goals are to panic-
ipate in the- hiring- of a new city
twanayer, work on flood contrul, the
upening of the Sealife Center and
e’ beautification “and historical
preservation of Seward.
The ggest challenpes faving
the counvil, she said. are econenie
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development, the development of
year-round jobs and finding a bal-
ance between the booming tourism
industry and quality of life for year-
round residents.

“Frankly. | wasn’t going to run
again, but because of the develop-
mient crossroads we are at right
now, | feel 1can lend some valuable
experience and knowledge.™

NAME: Marianna Kiel

OFFICE: City council

AGE: 46

RESIDENCY: Seward for |

PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-
ENCE: One two-year lerm on
the city council and “lots of vol-
unteer jobs”

JOB: Sha is the legisialive
information officer in Seward
during the legislative session
FAMILY: Husband Duane Kiel
and two children

* Marianna Kiel believes helping
her husband run a charter business,
raising a family and working pive
her the sont of busy, balanced life
that provides a good background
for an elected official.

“1 have a younger family to bal-
ance the mix." shesaid.

Kiel would like to remain on the
council 1o provide some continuity.

toses some of the big projectsgoing

onin Seward throughto completion
and 10 help with the growing pains
she sees Seward experiencing.

The biggest challenges facing
the council, she said, are to follow
through on projects already in the
works, such as the expansion of the
harbor, the prison and completion
of the SeaLife Center.

. Sheis running again because the
position is anuther chance 1o serve
her comnunity.

“There are a lot of people run-
ning this time and | think that's
great for the community,™ she said.

NAME: Michael B. Caihoon
OFFICE: City council
AGE: 40
RESIDENCY: Alaska lor 35
_years, Sewarg far two
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-
ENCE: None
. JOB: Part ownar of a BAB and
a janitor
FAMILY: Single

Michael Calhoon said his
knowledge of the Seward area and
- position vn the board of direciors of
the Seward Chamber of Commerce
and experience as abusiness owner
qualify him 10 serve on the city
council.
If elected. his personal goal for
his firstierm would be 1o try and get
the diverse interests in the comnu-




nity “all pulling in the same direc-
tion™ and to restore public confi-
dence in city government.

The biggest challenges facing

" thecity, he said, are preparations for
" the opening of the SeaLife Center
_and diversifying the economy for
“more year-round employment
__opportunities.

~ Calhoon said he decuded to run

" because he believed the city gov-
* ernment has lost xouch with the
" electorate. .
“1 hope to oﬂ'er a fresh ponnl of

view, anopen mind and to be acces-
sible 10 the public,” he s:ud

YRR LI

NAME: Patrick Callahan
OFFICE: City council
AGE: 23

RESIDENCY: Seward lor nine
years -

PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-
ENCE: None
* JOB: Employed by city of
Seward campgrounds
FAMILY: Single

* . - Patrick Callahan 3aid because he

is not a small business owner, he
would offer-a new an unique per-

g ‘speeuve to the city council.

..*It’s not that I'm against busi-

'ness interests, but the council is
‘dominated by business interests. 1

would be the only one who is not a

“business owner,” he said.

Callahan would like to see

- Séward's growth proceed at a more
‘moderate pace and 1o see the town

retain some of its small-town

" atmosphere.
* f “People don’t come to Alaskato
‘seeT-shm shops,” Callahan said.

> The biggest challenges facing
the council, he said, are all about
growth and development. The
council, he believes, needstotake a

" more long-term approach to

growth.

* He is running. he said, because
he sees it as an opportunily lo serve
his community.

Nathan Orr says he is qualified

_for the job based on 20 years of

self employment and previous

"NAME: Nathan Orr
OFFICE: City council
AGE: 44 .
RESIDENCY: Alaska for 15
years, Seward for 6 years
PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-
ENCE: None )
JOB: Motel owner and carpen-
ter
FAMILY: Wile Marilynn Olson
and a 3-year-old child

experience as a construction and
maintenance ‘superintendent in
- Barrow. .

! “Working"ifi “d” village fora*

*Native corporation is pretty politi-
cal,” Orr said. *I'm used to budget-
ing and listening, and I have good
communication skills.”

His personal goal for his first

- term is to improve communica-

tions between the council and the
public and to overcome what he
called, “a perception by the public
of alot of deals made behind closed
doors.”

Orr said the biggest challenges
for the council will be to establish a
good working relationship with
Seward's new city manager, new
harbor master and bring the SeaLife
Center on line. .

Orr decided to run for the coun-
cil because Seward has been good
1o him and he wants to give some-
thing back.

NAME: Marie Gage

OFFICE: City council

AGE: 43 :
RESIDENCY: 37 years
Seward

PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-
ENCE: None

JOB: Correctional officer at
Spring Creek Correctional
Center

FAMILY: Husband John and
seven children

Marie Gage believes her person-
al experience qualifies her for a
position on the council. She has
often served in volunteer positions
in the community and has previ-

ously been given a governor’s
"award for volunteer work.

Her personal goal for her first

term is to find more year-round -
employment for Seward resi- -

dents.
The biggest challenge facing the
council, she said, is Seward's rapid

growth’ and bringing the Seal.ife

Center on line as part of the com-
munity.
Gage is running, she said,

because she thinks the council -

needs to be more attentive to-the
prefcrences of votérs.
“ltseems like there is an agenda

.and it goes that way no matter how

many pedple speak out against’a
plan,” she said.

NAME: Michael Shott

OFFICE: City council

AGE:50 |

RESIDENCY: Seward, 30

years - .

PUBLIC OFFICE EXPERI-

- ENCE: None i
JOB: Retired from the Alaska
Marine Highway System
FAMILY: Wife Donna

Michael Shott said he has no par-
ticular qualifications for a city
council job, but he is gomg o uy it
anyway.

“I've got no experience in pub-
lic office, butI'm goingtodoit any-
way, just like everybody else,” he
said. -

Shott said he hasn't got a per-
sonal agenda for his first term
cither. He is just going to listen to
the public and respond accordmg-
ly.

Shott said there are so many
things going on in Seward at pre-
sent, it is hard to isolate any single
issue as the biggest challenge.

He said he is running out of a
sense of civic duty.

*I've been here 30 years and this
lile town has been pretty good to
me, so [ though it was time to give
something back.” |

Council candidate Brad
Snowden could not be reached
because he was out of town.

el
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Seal.ife center expands staff’

The Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward has hxred Judy King as lts
new project coordinator, Angie Colon as sales manager and
Corinna Quilliam as public relations coordinator.

King will start and maintain the membership program and coor-
dinate special projects. She was formerly a cost engineer at Alaska
. Petroleum Contractors. '
. Colon previously worked ﬁve years as operations supervisor for
- Gray Line of Alaska. At the SeaLife Center, she will launch and
‘manage in-state and national sales campaigns and plan conferences.
Quilliam worked three years for Kenai Fjords Tours and recently
finished her marketing and public relations intemnship there prior to

graduating from Washington State University.
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‘Homer:Spit land protected W

By NATALIE PHlLLlPS
Daily News reporter

About $1 million of the
money paid by Exxon for
damage caused by its 1989

spill will be used to buy and

protect 100 acres of land at
the base of the Homer Spit
and on nearby Beluga Slough.

The land on the spit is the
site of the Annual Kachemak
Bay Shorebird festival,
which draws thousands of
birdwatchers to Homer
every spring for the annual
migration of shorebirds.

CIt's absolutely wonder-

Q" said Homer Mayor Jack
shing. The purchase and
protection of both parcels has
been a city dream for 10
years, but the city didn't have
the money to do it, he said.
The city hopes to someday
build boardwalks and an in-
terpretative center on the
land. |,

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Trustee Council voted Friday
to spend $422,100 for 68.7
acres of low-lying intertidal
flats and salt marsh at the
base of the spit and another
$574,000 for a 38-acre lot on
Beluga Slough, across from

the city’s only McDonald's.

The .city of Homer is con-
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Homer Mayor Jack %
Cushing said the
purchase and
protection of the

land parcels has

been a city dream

for 10 years.

tributing an  additional
$41,000 toward the slough
purchase and will hold the ti-
tle to the land and manage it.
Part of the purchase in-
cludes land on both sides of
the spit. Every spring, mi-
grating shorebirds are at-
tracted to the bay side to feed
on invertebrates in the inter-
tidal flats. Harbor seals, juve-
nile salmon and a variety of
waterfow] also feed in the
area. The slough draws
shorebirds and waterfowl], as
well, )
The property was pur- ~
chased from several private
landowners in package deals

put together by a California nonprofit
organization called Trust for Public
Lands, which worked with the City of
Homer and the Kachemak Bay Heritage
Land Trust. .

The Trustee Council had received
more than 150 letters and petitions with
hundreds of signatures from local resi-

dents supporting the land purchase, ac-

cording to Molly McCammon, the coun-

cil's executive director.

Gov. Tony Knowles issued a state-
ment praising the land deal as some-
thing that will ensure the “spit's world-
wide reputation remains untarnished
and that tourism in Homer remains sus-
tainable.”

The state and federal governments

received $900 million to settle their civ-
il lawsuits against Exxon following the
11 million gallon spill. The Trustee
Council, made up of state and federal of-
ficials, oversees the spending of the set-
tlement money. Much of the $900 mil-
lion has gone to the purchase of land
that is considered critical habitat for
birds and marine mammals injured by

_ the spill.

RON ENGSTROM / Anchorage Daily Nows




Villages get he?l p to

deal with pollution

By JEFF RICHARDSON
Mirror Writer

Kadiak Island villages could
get some much-needed help with
waste disposal, through u plan
being developed by the borough
and the Kodiak Arca Native As-
sociation,

With the help of grants from
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Trustee Council and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, bor-
ough and village officials have
worked for the last six months to
develop a waste management
plan.

Eventally, they hope it will
clean up some of the pollution
problems in island villages that
are slowing recovery from the oil
spill.

And according to Ron Riemer,
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borough environmental engincer,

the problems villagers face are
profound. From overflowing
sewers o small fucl spills, most
villages on the island share the
sume concerns, he said. X
That was confirmed carlicr this

‘year, when a council of villagers

met 1o discuss their environmen-
1al problems. A representative

from cach village was asked to

take pictures (o help bring the is-
sucs to life,

“It was amazing,” Riemer said.
“It didn't matter what commu-
nity it was, they were the same
pictures.”

Through those meetings, the
horough has targeted five arcas:
wiste water, solid waste, disposal
of used oil/houschold hazardous

wiste, scrap.-metals,. and fuel
delivery systems.

The solutions are still
evolving, Although a
$250.000 EVOS Trustee
Council grant is paying for
the study, it will take extra

money to implement the plan.

The borough is looking for
grant sources — and coopera-
tion from the villages — 1o
help cover somie of those costs.

Officials are also trying 1o
determine what the specific so-
lutions should be. Brenda
Schwantes, tribal operations co-
ordinator for KANA, said a
group of village representatives
15 working with the borough to
make sure they have the same
eavironmental vision,

“] think it’s been a real posi-
tive process, the work between
the borough and KANA.™ she
said. T think it's important that
(the villagers) feel like they

“have a big role in this.”

Some of the village concerns,

Schwantes said, are’ that the

.proper resources and cducation
are not available in rural arcas.
Pcople have not been told how
1o properly dispose of waste oil

.or hazardous waste. And in

many cases, villages are oo

“isolated to make propér waste

disposal convenient,

"~ “There are ways to bring
things into the villages,”
Schwanies said. “But therc
aren’t good ways to bring any-
thing out.”

Schwantes hopes a waste
management plan can bhe
completed by November,
when it can be discussed and
fine tuned in cach of the vil.
lages. ‘ .

Village representatives have
said they are looking fér a
multi-faceted. approach —
from a new environmental cur-
riculum in the schools 1o up-
dated cquipment for landlills
and fueling systems.

Whaltcver the solutions, bor-
ough officials vow they will be
part of a realistic cffort to batile
poliution. -

At a mecting with the EVOS
Trustee Council earlier this

“month, mayor Jerome Selby

said “low-tech, simple solu-

tions” are at thc heart of the

plan.

vttt
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'NIRF is ,now the Kodiak Fisheries Research Center

By SUE JEFFREY
" Mirror Writer

Affcctionatcly called the NIRF
building for thc past few ycars,
- the Near Island Research Facil-
ity has lost.its nickname.

-Its new persona, the Kodiak
- Fisherics Research Center, docs
not lend itselfl to an amusing ac-
ronym but it docs say morc about
the facility, Kodiak Island Bor-
ough Mayor Jerome Seiby cx-
plaincd to the assembly at last
night’s borough mecling.
© “Other than in Kodiak, most
~ ‘people would not know where
Near Island is,” he said. “And

‘rescarch facility” docs -not indi-
.q..m what kind of rcsx..m.h will
take place here.”

- The name change will go into
cffect immediately so it-can be

. used for signs being prepared for
- the building, Sclby explained.

- Construction is going full-

speed, 10 days ahcad of schcd-
ule, wnth doors to open Oct. 1,
1998.

The timing could not be bet-
ter, Sclby said last night.

“The Dinkum Sands moncy is

a donc dcal. $160 million went

to the federal government and

Scn. (Ted) Stevens’ bill to dedi-

catc 20 percent for marine re-
scarch remained intact as it

passcd out of conference this af-

ternoon.” -
Dinkum Sands arc funds which
accumulated from oil royaltics as

the state and federal government

argucd- in court about who had
royalty authority in Alaska. The
U.S. Supreme Court ruled tn fa-
-vor of the federal government.

The marine research funds will

become an endowment dedicated
to marinc rescarch in Alaska,
Sclby said. :

The borough is construcnng

the $19 million Kodiak Fishcrics
Rescarch Center with.funds from
the Shuyak Island land sale, the
University of Alaska and the Na-
tional Occanic and Atmospheric
Administration, or NOAA.

The 51,739-squarc-foot re-
scarch center will house circu-
lating salt water laboratorics and

. office spacc for its tenants,

NOAA, the National Park Ser-
vice, Alaska Dept. of Fish and
Gamc and the University of
Alaska Fairbanks.

A two-story interpretive cen-
ter will include a live, circulat-
ing scawatcr lide pool and a salt-
walcr aquarium.

As landlord, the borough will
crealc two ncw positions — a ree
ccptlionist and a full time mainy

tenance person, especially needed
to oversee the circulating scawa-
ter system. Their salarics arc in-
cludced in the lcase payments the

agencics will pay the borough,
Sclby said.

The $19 million dollar build-
ing ncighbors the University of
Alaska Fisherics Industrial Tech-

"nology Center, called the Fish

Tech Center, and the two will ac-
commodate resident and visiting

‘scicntists studying Alaska’s ma-

rinc cnvironment.
In other busincss at last mghl $

| Research facility

Continued from Page 1

alrcady been reached”

The rcorganization cannot”
happen too soon, according to
some assembly members.

“Jack Walsh (school district

director of special services) says
in a letter to the borough that
‘the recent exodus of stalf mem-
bers at the Mcntal Health Cen-
ter has seriously compromised

the level of services that the dis-
trict was promised last spring,”™
said assecmbly member Tuck
Bonney. He asked, “What arc we
domg about it?" '

Sclby and Cline said the hos-
pital and borough arc “plugging
thc gaps in very short order.”
They are currently conducting a
joint recruitment for three clini-
cians.

.“We already have clinician [
applications in — 10 good can-

didates — and we may have

- someonc hircd by next week,”

Sciby said. “We arce alrcady re-
cruiting for a clinician 11l posi-
tion.” “

In: lhc meantime, the, psychza- ,

trist on staff at thc hospital is

'ht.lpmg *fill the gaps,” Gclby

said,
Last night, the asscmhly also
passed.a resolution to retain the

firm Jamin, Ebcil, Schmitt and

Mason for lcgal counsel for

.mcet with the borough attor-

“as it should.

thrée ycars with an amcnd-
mcnt that the asscmbly would

ney cvery six months o re-
ceive an oral report on legal
matlers. ’

“This docs not reflect any
dissastisfaction with the firm,”
said assembly member Dr. Bob
Johnson,

The assembly agreed it is
simply oversecing legal matters

mecting, the asscmbly lcarncd
that Providence Kodiak Island
Medical Ccenter will likely take

.over the borough Mental Health

Center Jan. |, 1998,

“I'm very confident a formal
agreement between Providence
and the borough will be reached.”
said Phil Cline, hospital adrm -

*istrator. “A vcrbal agrcement h
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Sc1ence lecture reveals Why birds have not recovered in Sound

By Tatabolme Brant
Special to the Northern Light

If you'visited Prince William Sound today, you
would no longer smell the stench of animal car-
casscs, or scc_becaches and musscl beds saturated
with oil: But you won't observe an abundance of
indigenous birds cither.

“It’s rcally a detective story with a lot of dead
victims and a smoking gun,” said David Duffy,
UAA associatc professor of biology, at the Science
and Socicty Lecture Scries last Monday cvening:

His presentation, titled “Why Haven’t Scabirds

Recovered drom the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill?”.

recapped the devastation caused when oil coated

Prince William Sound and killed a quarter of a mil-

lion birds almost ninc years ago.

The dctective story began when the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trusice Council
rescarchers 1o find out why some hird\" have
rccovered and others have not.

Duffy said some birds, such as the bald cagle,
have rc-cstablished a stable population, but
specics such as wfted and horned puffins, biack-
legged kittiwakes and.pigcon guillemots have not
fully rccovered. ‘

Duffy and other rescarchers hypothesized that
the birds’ food source was the probable element
inhibiting their -recovery. Their dict consisted
" mainly of three types of high-fat fish: sandlance,
capelin and herring. Rescarchers gathered infor-
mation about bird and fish colonics; active nests
were observed; and species were counted,
wcighed, and somctimes dissected.

After the data was processed, rescarchers realized -

pollock, a low-fat fish, had replaced sandlance,

capelin and heming both in the water and in the birds®

dicts. Pollock is low in lipids, which mcans it supplies

funded -

very lmlc encrgy for the birds.

" Duffy compared the diet’ of an athlete to the
diet of a bird. He said that while training for .a
sport, athlctes cat foods high in energy to yicld the

best performance. A bird requires much the same

to survive when it lcaves the nest. It nceds food
that is “more cnergetically rich,” Duffy said.
Duffy cxplained past scicntific research has estab-
lished the theory that birds who Icave the ncst with a
higher body mass have a greater chance of survival.
" To test the hypothesis that a pollock dict affects
the body mass of birds, tufted puffins and black-
legged Kittiwakes were captured and studied. Some
were fed poliock and others were fed sandlance.
Duffy's graphs rcvealed that tuficd. puffins
who atc the sandlance incrcascd in hody mass
morc than those who ate pollock. The results were
much the same with the black-lcgged kittiwake.
The recason the birds arc cating pollock is
beeause of the decline in the “encrgy-rich” fish
available. So, where have the high-cnergy fish
gonc, and why the increasc in pollock?
For the past 20 to 30 ycars, the water in Prince

" William Sound has been getting warmer, Duffy

said. Scveral fish and shrimp spccics that prefer
colder water have been on the decline since the

*70s, while others that prefer warm walter, like

pollock, have increascd.

Duffy, who is the program manager for the Alaska
Natural Hentage Program, hopes this rescarch will ben-
cfit Alaskans. He brought up concems related to how the
tourism industry can affect colonies of birds and fish.

“Pcoplc arc beginning to love the Sound to

death,” Duffy said. He point¢d out that coverage |

of the Exxon oil spill has brought in busioads of
tourists. He hopes the research will help provide

. ways to manage growth and avond dcvelopmem in

bird and fish habitats.

Tom SIKORA/THE NORTHERN LIGHT
Biology Professor Dr. David Duffy, in his office at UAA, recent-

‘ly lectured on Prince William Sound sea birds. The Science

and Society Lecture Series continues through October.
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University fisheries sc‘lentlsts gather in Kodiak Frlda"

By SUE JEFFREY
Mirror Writer

Now is your chance to ask the protus-
sors about those puzzling incidents or
changes you have observed while at sca. .

The entire University of Alaska School
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences faculty,
Dr. Vera Alexander, Dean of SFOS and
David Policansky SFOS Advisory Coun-
cil chair, will be in Kodiak this weekend
attending the school’s annual meeting. Fri-
day evening the Kodiak community and
Alaska’s fisheries scientists and oceanog-
raphers will have an opportunity to get to
know each other at a reception at the Fish
Tech Center on Near Island.

“This is the first time for many of the

faculty to see Kodiak and meet the com-
munity,” said Dr. Scott Smiley, director

“nology Center. *

“and Alaska;

of the umvcrs:ly s Fishery Industrial TCLh-

for the community to talk with the scien-
tists who study Alaska’s marine ccosys-
tems and fisherics and for the faculty to

hear from island residents who are inti- °
mate with Kodiak's marine environment

and its diverse fisheries.”

. The 30-some faculty members represcnt
a wide range of expertise, including:
Salmon management and population dy-
namics; marine environmental pollution;
biology and behavior of diving: marine
mammals; marine mammals and fisheries
ecology and management; commercial fish

" harvesting and processing in Russia, Japan
coastal tourism,” including -
-commercial and recreational fisheries de-
velopment; marine education and safety;

‘I's a golden opportunity ’

scafood product development and process-
ing. commercial fisheries economics and
maragement; Native Alaskan health, dia-
betes and aging: Native subsistence use;

climate Lhange and ecosystem dynamics; -

K 12 marine education and outdoor safety;
computer modeling of ocean currents; PSP
toxins; modceling and forecasting fish popu-

lation levels; aquaculture and hatchery tech-

nology:. oil spill cffects, prevention and re-
sponse; seaweed biology and marine plants.
The group will spend the weekend dis-

“cussing the School of Fisheries and Ocean

Sciences’ strategic plan and how to imple-

“ment its goals and map its future direc-

tion. future in light of current budget con-

 straints. The two-day agenda also includes
‘plans to discuss the crisis in the salmon

fishery and the Exxon Valdez Trust Fund:

Alm.ka s School of Fisherics and OLCdn/

Sciences spans across the state with facilitics

in Fairbanks, Juncau, Seward and Kodiak.-

The entire faculty comes together annually
to share information, chant the school's fu-
ture course and gain first-hand knowledge

-about each facility. Last year, the school met

at the University's Auke Bay facility in Ju-
ncau. Next year's meeting will be in Seward.

“While in Kodiak, facuity members will
tour the Fish Tech Center and the con-

- struction of the Near lsland Rescarch Fa-

cility,” Smiley said.
The 45,000 square-foot building will

‘incorporate running seawater labs and will

house the National Marine Fishenes .Ser-
vice, National Parks Service, ADF&G [
and the University.

Doors will open October of 1998.

f
¥
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New York City gets $150, 000 from
Exxon Valdez spili settlement fund

NEW YORK (AP) — New
York City is gewting $150,000
from a fund set up after the
Exxon Valdez spill settlement to
head off pollution in its own wa-
ters, the federal Environmental
Protection-Agency says.

The money comes from a $4.5
million environmental fund set up
by the EPA after Exxon Corp.
paid a $900 million settlement to
the U.S. and Alaska governments

for environmental damage result- -

ing from the 1989 Exxon Valdez
oil spill in Prince William Sound.
The fund likely was set up with
money from the settiemnent fund that
was paid out to state and federal
agencies to reimburse them for ex-
penditures they made during spill
cleanup, said Molly McCammon
with the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Trustee Council in Anchorage.
*“What happened is a lot of
federal agencies spent a lot of
money responding to the spill,”
McCammon said. *‘Under terms
of the settlement, they were re-
imbursed.”’ State¢ and federal

agencies received $173.2 million

in reimbursements for Ilt:gatxon.
cleanup and other costs they in-

curred in the aftermath of the 11-
million-gallon spill, she said.
EPA regional administrator

Jeanne Fox was to present a -

check to city Parks Commis-

sioner Henry Stern at Central
Park on Wednesday. The.two
:also were to- plant a symbolic
Great Bulrush plant at the park’s.

Harlem Meer, the EPA and Parks

* & Recreation department said.

" ‘The grant will help support an
effort to reduce sediment and nu-
trient runoff from city wetlands.

The bulrush is among plant spe- .

cies' used to curtail erosion -of
salt-marsh habitat, = ¢ -
New York Parks spokesman

. Edward Skyler said the $150,000

grant to New York was the larg-
est meted out to any local of state
recipient by the EPA from the
Exxon Valdez fund. The money
will go-to the department's Natu-
ral Resource Group, responsible

*for managing and restoring natu-

ral resources in the dcpa.rtmcnt s
27 000-acre domain. t

- Exxon spent more than $3 bll-
lnon to clean up after the Exxon

" Valdez-spill, and an Anchorage '

jury in 1994 ordered the com-

| pany to pay $5 3 bllllon in actual

- and punitive damages to fisher-

men, Natives and others harmed
by the pollution. Exxon has ap-
pealed that verdict. .:. -
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Seal popmatti}ons gbing '*do'Wn

Harbor.seals continue to decline in Prince William-Sound, experts-say

VALDEZ {AP) — Scientists
say Prmcc ‘William Sound harbor

- seals remain in decline while pop-

ulations. south of Kodiak Island,
have stabilized.

Biologists focused Fnday on
ramifications of the Exxon
Valdez:oil spill as the American
Assocnauon for the Advancement
of Scnence met in Valdez. The
three-day meeting drew about
140 researchers and ended

" Saturday. .

The tanker wreck in 1989
dumped nearly 11 million gallons
of oil into prime fishing waters
-and tainted hundreds of miles of -

"~ Alaska coastlme as far south as

Homer. -

Experts continue to debate the
spill's longterm effect, if any, aftér:
oil killed birds and manne hfe in
its path. ,

At the Valdez conferencé,
Brian Fadely, a researcher at the
_ University of Alaska Fairbanks,
* said harbor seal populations in
Southeast have long been stable.
or increasing slightly.’

In the sound and off Kodiak

Island, however, the seal’s num-
bers have dropped dramatically
for 20 years. Fadely, with UAF’s
School of Fisheries and Ocean
Sciences, said the oil spzll had
accentuated the problem.

“There’s lots of speculation
and work being done on finding
out what is the cause,”” Fadely
said.

So far there are no answers but
a favored theory is that there has
been a reduction in'the amount of
or quality of food, Fadely said.
Scientists have tested the idea by
examining the seals’ blood,
weight and body condition.’

But a comparison of 1960s and

- 1990s daia on length, body weight

and 'blubber thickness showed no
significant differences.

~ Scientists also found that

Prince William Sound seals have a
slightly higher blubber density
‘than Southeast seals. That means
the fat has more lipids, which pro-
vide better ehergy slorage and
indicate the animals are in bener
condition, Fadely said. __—

Researcher Amy H:rons. of
UAF’'s Institute of Marine
Science, said she started collect-
ing seals" whiskers in 1993 to
look at their chemical content and
growth rates, to test the food-
chain idea. ‘

The institute also reported on a
study begun this summer on seal
pups south of Kodiak, near:
Tugidak Island. Scientists’ say a
separate study completed this
summer shows the Tugidak-area
seal populations had stab:llzed but
ata reduced number, :
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Otter population takes toll on

. JUNEAU (AP) — As sea otlers
thrive again in Southcast Alaska af-
tcr a long abscnce resulting from
hunting, fishermen are losing out as
* the animals devour increasing num-
bers-of crab and other shellfish.
*‘Sea otters are having and will
continue 10 have a very strong ef-
fect on the bottom communities
throughout this region,”" Brendan

Kelly, assistant biology professor at

the University of Alaska Southeast,
told the Juncau Empire. *“The out-
look is for very reduced human har-
vest” of the shellfish otters target.

Otters had been wiped out in
the region by fur traders last cen-

tury. The population has soarcd
since otters were reintroduced (o

Southcast Alaska in the laté 1960s -

and carly 1970s, Kelly said.
_The 400 otters transplanted to
the region back then has grown to

" a population now numbering more

than 10,000, Kelly said.

Although tourism operators like
the otters and some scicntists see
the changes as nature taking its
course, some commercial and sub-

-sistence fishermen aren’t pleased
" ‘with the success of the reintroduc-
“-tion program. - -. -

Sca otters will eat a quarter to a
third of their body weight a day,

Kelly said. Amony those he stud-
ied this summer, femalcs typically

wcighed 40 10 50 pounds and -
. males 60 to 70 pounds.

Frustrated fishcrmen say appe-
tites that sizc are devastating their
fishing grounds.

*They're like a vacuum cleancr,”” -

said Bobbic Anderson of Petersburg.
She said she and her husband got
out of crab-fishing after 20 ycars,
partly becausc of the otters. )
Where previously they'd bring
in 1,500 crabs in their 150 pots in
Rowan Bay, about 60 miles west
of Petershurg, they were coming
up with one or two a pot, she said.

Otter population taking
toll on Southeast shellfish

JUNEAU (AP) — As sea otters thrive again in Southeast
Alaska after a long absence resulting from hunting, fishermen
are losing out as the animals devour increasing numbers of crab

and other shellfish.

**Sea otters are having and will continue to have a very strong

\

PENINSULA CLARION
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Southeast shellfish

Doug Woodby, marnine fisheries
research supervisor in Southeast for
the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game, said the department doesn’t
do underwater stock assessments
for Dungencss crab, so he can’t say
for certain whether the otters have
made a differénce yet. ‘

The overall harvest levels aren’t

down so far, but fishermen may
be working harder for what they're
getting, he said. - '

The department has scen dra- -
“matic declines in sea cucumbers

and sea urchin stocks near Sitka,
which appear to correspond to the
movement of otters into the arca,
Woodby said. '

Anccdotes about lhc.affccls of

otters are plentiful:

Eric Holmlund, a commercial
diver from Sitka, said he rccently
dove in Slocum Arm’ off
Chichagof Island,” an area that
*‘used to be rich in abalone and
different shellfish and stuff.””

About all he found werc **bits
and pieces'’ of sea cucumbers. **lt
was just dead. And | could sce
thesc sca otters eating the cucum-

effect on the bottom communities throughout this region,”
Brendan Kelly, assistant biology professor at the University of

Alaska Southeast, told the Juneau Empire. *“The outlook is for

very reduced human harvest” of the shellfish otters target.

Ouers had been wiped out in the region by fur traders last
century. The population has soared since otters were reintro-
duced to Southeast Alaska in the late 1960s and early 1970s,
Kelly said. ) :

The 400 otters transplanted to the region back then has grown
to a population now numbering more than 10,000, Kelly said.

Although tourism operators like the otters and some scien-
lists see the changes as nature taking its course, some commer-
cial and sub: ce fishermen aren’t pleased with the success of
the reintrod | program.

bers, just ripping them apart and
throwing them back.’* -
Some people say the government

lations. Though hunted to near-ex-
tinction last century, otters arc now
protected by the Maninc Mammal

. Protection Act of 1972, which al-

lows only coastal Alaska Natives
to kill them for personal use.
Mike Sheldon of Petersburg

.- thinks the govemment should put
up a bounty on otters to control the’

population — **not wipe out the
species but manage it;"** he said.
Juncau crab fisherman Lawton

Paddock said he's scen cvidence .

of human harvesters frustrated

with the sca otters taking the law

into their own hands.
“*All  could tell you is I've seen

.

several otters floating in the tide

rips and they had bullet holes in
them,"* he said.

Caro! Gorbics, a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service biologist, said con-
Nict between fishermen’s necds and
protection of otters is incvitable.

*“The reality is sea otters use re-
sources that have become commer-
cially valuable to people as well,"
she said. The way the law is writ-
ten, “‘there’s really very little that
can be done to avoid that conflict.””

Eventually, she said, the otter -

population probably will level off
as their numbers exceed the ca-

should begin managing otter popu-

Sea otters will eat a quarter to a third of their body weight a
day, Kelly said. Among those he studied this summer, females
! typically weighed 40 to 50 pounds and males 60 to 70 pounds.
Frustrated fishermen say appetites that size are devastating
their fishing ids.

pacity of the food supply.
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"+ Proceediug. of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Symptowu.a (American Fisheries Society

- Symposium 18) :

" S.D. Rice, RB. Spies, D.A. Wolfe and B.A. Wright (eds)
~ American Fisheries Society, Bethesda, MD, 1996 ‘
ISBN 0-913235-954, ISSN 08922284, $35.00 US ‘

Haqi cover, pp. Xii + 931, acid-free paper, numerous tables and figures, author and subject indexes
Available from AFS. Publication Fulfillment, PO Box 1020, Sewickley, PA 15143, USA

There must be few biologists who were not deeply affected by the Exxon Valdez oil si:ill
. in Prince William Sound in 1989. The contemporary press accounts and subsequent TV

-documentaries revealed the scale of the problems and mistakes made during the initial

attempts to control the spill, the horrifying effects on individual sea birds and mammals
-and the impacts on those whose livelihoods depended on the ecology of the Sound,
particularly the fishers. Many readers may feel they are already apprised of the
ecological effects of the incident and the conservation and socio-economic issues it
raised, so why another volume dealing with the spill and its aftermath?

. The main aim of the editors in producing this volume was to “provide a lasting
record of the unprecedented effort on behalf of the governments to determine the extent
and nature of injuries caused by the Exxon Valdez oil spill.” The book does just that. It
provides a sober and authoritative version of the effects of the spill and contains the
necessary scientific details and arguments behind many of the generalities available in
more popular texts. Because of the attention the spill has received over the last six
years, most readers will not be surprised at the findings of many of the contributions.

© For instance, we read that the shoreline biota was affected at the biochemical,

physiological, population and community levels, that subtidal areas were generally
less damaged and that it may be many years before low-energy, sink areas are clear of
~ the oil. Also, that at least 250 000 sea birds and several thousand sea otters were killed,
that' the clean-up techniques adopted in some areas (high-pressure hot water)
exacérbated these effects and that there was substantial impact on the fishing industry
and its communities. Although much of this came out at the time of the spill, this

"+ volume is important in that it delivers the science that underpins these facts and

_provides object lessons for those unlucky enough to be involved in similar incidents in
the future. : ‘ o ‘

The structure of the book is clear and logical. The editors provide a very readable
overview of the spill which serves to put into perspective the 63 contributions that
. follow. These papers are grouped into sections dealing with the fate and toxicity of the
oil, effects on intertidal assemblages, on subtidal assemblages, the treatment of the oil,
effects on Pacific herring, salmon and other fish, effects on sea birds and mammals, the
response of subsistence fishing communities to the spill and the psychological and
social impacts on these communities. o

Those whose primary interests are in fish and fisheries will not be disappointed.
- About 30% of the 890 pages of text deals with these and related issues. Most of the
research effort has naturally been focused on the immediate and medium-term effects of
the spill on commercially important species, such as herring and salmon. Because of
the timing of the spill, Pacific herring, Clupea pallasi, were constrained to spawn on
oiled grounds. The hatched larvae displayed a range of sublethal effects and larval
recruitment was down by three -orders of magnitude that year. Pink salmon,
Oncorhynchus gorbuscha, were also hard hit, with an estimated 2 million adult fish
(28% of the wild stock) failing to return to the Sound in 1990, although the losses were
less in subsequent years. The growth rates of cutthroat trout, Oncorhynchus clarki, and
Dolly Varden, Salvelinus malma, were also depressed by the oil. In some cases, impact
on fish populations could be attributed to the direct effects of oiling, whilst in others
there was evidence of indirect effects through increased mortality of their invertebrate
prey. The spill also had a major impact on subsistence fishing, harvests being down by
" up to 77%, mainly because of fears (largely unfounded) over food safety.

This book will surely become the standard scientific treatise on the Exxon Valdez
spill and should be required reading for all those likely to become involved with similar
incidents elsewhere. C

' DAVID RAFFAELLI
Culterty Field Station, University of Aberdeen. Aberdeen, Scotland
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