
20 August 1997 

To: The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

EXXO!i 
TRU _ 

From: Judy McDonald, P.O. Box 1197, Seward, Alaska .99664 

In response to your request for input regarding the future for the Council and the possible uses of 
the Restoration Reserve, I would like to submit my thoughts. 

1. A permanent endowment should be set up with annual dividends to fund restoration projects. 
There has been no determination of how long the effects of the oil spill will continue to make its 
self felt in the marine ecosystem. The impact of the spill will not magically disappear in 2000 
when the payments from Exxon will end. A major part of the difficulty in assessing the impact 
of the oil spill was that there was very little information on the animals involved and their place 
in the Prince William Sound or Gulf of Alaska ecosystems. Even after all the money put toward 
research, there are still more questions then answers. And only the top predators were studied 
with any depth. There is still a great deal to learn about the interactions within and between 
species as well as their physical environment. There is not enough money in the pot to address 
even the major questions in a 10 or 20 year period. 

2. Can you tell me how buying up terrestrial habitat can protect it from future oil spills? As far 
as I can tell, if there were another oil spill tomorrow the beaches would be just as oiled, the birds 
and other marine animals and plants would be just as affected as they were in 1989. The trees 
and freshwater habitats were not oiled in 1989. If the Park Service and Forest Service want 
more land, they should use their own budgets for the purchase price. 

These funds should be used for research, and community restoration if there were a more 
equatable allocation of resources. For instance, these funds cannot restore Cordova to the 
fishing community it once was, but they may be able to get edible clams in the beaches again for 
Chenega and English Bay. That is if the otters don't get the clams first. 

3. The current Trustee Council should be abolished. The decis~ons are often political trade offs 
between the federal and state agencies and not always the best~ of the funds. An expanded 
role for the Public Advisory Group could possibly step into the. decision making process. There 
should definitely be a more rigid scientific. peer review of the proposals, more along the lines of 
the Sea Grant Program and the National Science Foundation. The science funded should be 
based on the merits of the problem to be addressed, not whether it is politically correct 

4. The spending should be limited to the spill region. The state does not fund much scientific 
research, so the Trustees should fill this void However, there is not enough money to study the 
entire coastline of the state. · 
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EXXON VALDEZ OiL S?lll 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

From: Judy McDonald, P.O. Box 1197, Seward, Alas~ 99664 

In response to your request for inp\lt regarding the future for the Council and the possible uses of 
the Restoration Reserve, I would like to sub~t my thoughts. 

1. A permanent endowment should be set up with annual diVidends to fund restoration projects. 
There has been no determination of how long the effects of the oil spill will continue to nlake its 
self felt in the marine ecosystem. The impact of the spill will not magically disappear in 2000 
when the payments from Exxon will end. A major part of the difficulty in assessing the impact 
of the oil spill was that there was very little information on the animals involved and their place
in the Prince William Sound or·Gulf of Alaska ecosystems. Even after all the·money put toward 
research, there are still more questions then answe~. And only the top predators were studied 
with any depth. The.re is still a great deal to learn about the interactions within and between 
species as well as their physiCal environment. There is not enough money in the pot to address . 
even the major questions in a 10 or 20 year period. · · 

2. Can you tell me how buying up terrestrial habitat can protect it from future oil spills? As far 
as I can tell, if there were another oil spill tomorrow the beaches would be just as oiled, the birds 
and other marine animalS and plants would be just as affected as they were in 1989. The trees 
and freshwater habitats were not oiled in 1989, If the Park Service and Forest Service want 
more land, they should' use their own budgets for the purchase priee. 

These funds should be used for research, and community restoration if there were a more 
equatable allocation of resources. For instance, these funds cannot restore Cordova to the 
fishing community it once' was, but they may be able to get edible clams in the'beaches again for 
Chenega and English Bay. That is if the otters don't get the clams first. 

3. The current Trustee Council should be abolished. The decisions are often political trade offs 
between the federal and state agencies and not always the best use of the funds. An expanded 
role for the Public Advisory Group coUld possibly step mto the decision making process. There 
should definitely be a more rigid scientific. peer review of the proposals, more along the lines of 
the Sea Grant Program and the National Science Foundation. ·The science funded should be 
based on the merits of the problem to be addresse<L not whether it is politically correct . 

4. The spending should be limited to the spill region. The state does not fund much scientific 
research, so the Trustees should fill this void However, there is not enough money to study the 
entire coastline of the state. · 
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

I would like to provide my thoughts about the future of the restoration reserve The experience gained from the recent 
and costly clean up of oil at Chenega proves that the 1989 oil spill will be affecting the EVOS marine ecosystem for 
many years to come. We can't know what problems will arise as the oil trapped in the sediments continually leaches 
into the ecosystem. Likewise the genetic impacts of the pollution are yet to be totally manifested. Also, the marine 
organisms that are being affected from past, and possibly future events, are generally species whose life history and · 
environmental requirements are poorly understood. Although there was' an extensive scientific program supported by 
the TRUSTEES only a few high profile species were examined for oil spill impacts. As time passes we may find more 
organisms, or habitats, that were impacted by the 1989 spiU. 

I would like to see all of the reserve held in trust for perpetuity, and the income used as a source of fimding to examine 
ecosystem problems relevant to the 1989 spiU. The'proceeds from investing the reserve should be used to fimd 
research on marine organisms so that we can better understand the impact of oil spills on subarctic systems. I think 
that the TRUSTEES COUNCll.. should consider this latter task their highest priority because most of the EVOS region 
falls in state of Alaska waters where there is a dearth of fimding to support marine scientific research. The EVOS 
reserve can fill this funding void and provide an important service to our northern Gulf of Alaska commwrities who 
depend on marine resources to swvive. · · 

There should be equal consideration given tO protecting habitats of species proven to be impacted by the spill. but I do 
not support buying timber land and properties that are not critical to species on the Trustee "not recovering list". 
Community restoration projects should be considered equally with. research and habitat projects as long as they are 
environmentally benign. 

· A Nati~ Science FO\mdation like review process should be used to determine the suitability of proposed projects 
that are requesting funding from the Reserve Funds. This board should consist of qualified persons with no financial 
or political interests in the fimding process. The current trustees struct\rre should be totally dismantled to eliminate 
politics and it should be replaced with a peer review process. That peer review process mus1 contain some mechanism 
for citizen input that is more extensive than a 17 member PGA 

s(;~ 
Dr.l(~ 
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Arliss Sturgulewski 
3301 C Street, Suite 520 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 ' 

Phone (907) 561-5286 • FAX(90?) 5_61-7683 

Mr. Frank Rue, Commissioner 
Alaska Department ofFish & Oame 
P. 0. Box 25526 
Juneau, AK 9Sl802 · , 

· Dear Frank, 

A~gUS~ 29; 1997 

SE? 5 1997 . 

I am delighted to see in the August-.September 1997 issue of the EXxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council publication Restoration Update, that a request is being made for public input to assist the 
Council in determining the long-term use of the Restoration Reserve. Knowing of your interest in 
Alaska's marine environment, I am writing to urge you and your colleagues to respond to the · 
invitation for comment. 

As the enclosed article from the Restoration Update notes, the final payment to the Restoration 
Reserve is anticipated to be in 200 1. The future of the estimated $150 million reserve is, in my 
opinion, one of the major issues before the EVOS Trustee Council. · 

I have long shared a dream, together with many others, of an endowment to fund a long-term 
interdisciplinary research and monitoring program to provide the data for long-term management 
and conservation of the marine environment off the shores ofAJaska. I am aware that the current 
uses of the Exxon Valdez oil spill funds·are col1fined to the ¥:ea ofthe.Gulfof Alaska and Prince 
William Sound from Y aka tat to the Shumigan Islanqs. Though not. covering the entire coastline 
of Alaska, what a magnificent beginning to carry and expand on the excellent work that has been 
done to date by the EVOS Trustee Council. · 

Although much work remains .to be done on the specific de~ails o( how an endowment for marine 
research and monitoring should be established; a broad outline can be set forth. I see great value 
in a successor non-profit organization to the EVOS Trustee Council which would have 
representation from pertinent state and federal agencies and major public and native interests. I, 
personally, suggest a permanent endowment, inflation proofed, with annual dividends to finance 
an interdisciplinary research and monitoring program on a gulf-wide basis, along with 
coordination of all research taking place in the area. Ability to receive and expend federal, state 
and private dollars should be provided for and, indeed, encouraged. A small. staff with access to a 

. qualified peer science review team should be established. 



Page 2 

Without question there will be many demands made ·on the future of the Restoration Reserve~ 
particularly for additional land purchases. Of the $918 million total settlement, funds have been 
designated as follows: land purchase .. 42%, restoration work- 23.2%, science- 19.6%, 
Restoration Reserve- 11.8%, and public information and administration- 3.4%. 

I submit that a long-term integrated and targeted research and monitoring program, using the 
Restoration Reserve, is the very highest priority to protect and enhance our gulf ecosystem. We 
will have to use extraordinary skills to manage and conserve the marine environment so that we 
can continue to maintain a healthy and productive environment for multiple uses and users. 

I urge you to take advantage of this opportunity to apprise the Restoration Office of the EVOS 
Trustee Council of your views by their deadline of October I st. Your input and that-ofothers you 
may wish to cQJltact will be important in setting a direction for the Restoration Reserve. Naturally 
I would hope you· share my interest in: seeing the Restoration Reserve used for a marine research 
endowment. 

Sincerely yours, 

· Arliss Sturgulewski · 

enclosure 
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September 5, 1997 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G. Street 
Anchorag~. AK 99510 

re: Restoration Reserve 

Dear Molly, 

EXXON VALD~Z OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

In response to the Trustee. Council's recent solicitation for comment on what is called the 
Restoration Reserve account, I would like·to reiterate my ~arlier comments (Feb. 1996, 
attached) that if the reserve withdraws money from present availability - as is the clear and 
unequivocal intent ofthe account- it is without question illegal, and if it doesn't, it is · 
unnecessary. 

The establishment of the account highlights, once again; the ex'traordinary confused muddle 
the Trustee Council continues to operate within. That a bank account is deemed more 
important than actually helping to heal the injured ecosystem -which of course is supposed 
to be the sole <?bjective of the Trustee Council ..: speak~ to ~e p~thology of the process. 

There is no "Restoration Reserve" more effective than an intact, vibrant coastal ecosystem, 
and withdrawing a significant portion of the Restoration funds from their availability to 
immediately prevent further environmental degradation is simply outrageous. 

The reserve should immediately be abolished, and the money, all of it," 
should be immediately applied to the· acquisition of habitat conservation 
easements along the coast of the region~ 

Not one penny of this money _should go to "science" projects .. 

Th~yo(~' ~Jll!'__,rtun!ty to comment. · 

;z~~~, 
Rick Steiner 
9940 Nearpoint Dr. ' 
Anchorage, AK 99507 

, I· • 



February 26, 1996 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street 
Anchorage, AK 99510 

Dear Molly, 

I would appreCiate receiving written confirmation from the Trustee Council that all of 
the monies the Council has placed to date in what is referred to as the "Restoration 
Reserve" ($36 million) and all further deposits into this account are NOT intended 
by the Council to be withdrawn from immediate availability for present Restoration needs. 

I would like confirmation that these monies are entirely available to address immediate 
Restoration priorities as needed, such as the protection of imminently threatened coastal 
habitat. 

If this is not the case, the Restoration Reserve would clearly constitute an illegal 
encumbrance of funds that are intended by the Consent Decr~e to be made available 
as they ru:e collected from Exxon for meeting identified Restoration objectives as they arise. 

If, on the other hand, the Council intends these funds to be available as needed - which was 
the evident intent of the Court in approving the payment plan - then the Restoration Reserve 
account is unnecessary. 

The obvious paradox created by the Restoration Reserve is that if it truly withdraws money 
from present availability, it is illegal, and if it doesn't, it is unnecessary. 

The O;:msent Decree provides the Trustee agencies opportunity to collect . 
another $100 million in the year 2002 for damages that could not reasonably have been 
expected at the time of settlement. If, at the time of settlement, the governments anticipated 
Restoration needs to extend beyond the structured payment period, then they should clearly 
have provided for such concern by structuring extended payments accordingly. They did 
not do so. If, however, the governments didn't anticipate such long-lasting needs then but 
now can prove them, then this should constitute an irrefutable basis for collecting the $100 
million reopener. 

The Court clear! y intended the $100 million reopener to be the contingency for any needs 
beyond 2002. It is difficult to imagine that the Court, in approving the out-of-court 
settlement; anticipated the EVOS Trustee Council attempting to perpetuate its own existence 
to the year 2089 and beyond. 

I will anxiously await your clarification of these very serious issues. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Rick Steiner 
Box 2424 
Cordova,AJ( 99574 

cc Honorable H. Russell Holland, U.S. District Court, Alaska·· 

Ill 



September 10, 1997. 

Arliss Sturgulewski · 
3301 "C" Street;· Suite 520 
Anchorage,. Alaska 99503 

(907) 561-5286 
(907) 561-7683 (FAX) 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

Dear Molly: 

I am delighted· to see in tlie August -September 1997 issue of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council publication Restoration Update, that you are making a request for public 
input to assist the Council in determining the long-term use of the Restoration Reserve. As 
the enclosed article from the Restoration Update notes; ·the final payment to the Restoration 
Reserve is anticipated to be in 2001. The future of the estimated $1.50 million reserve is, in 
my opinion, one of the major issues before the EVOS Trustee Council.· · 

I have long .shared a dream, together with many others, of an endowment to fund a long-term 
interdisciplinary research and monitoring program to provide the data for long-term 
management and conservation of the marine environment off the shores of Alaska. I am 
aware that the current uses of the Exxon Valdez oil spill funds are confined to the area of the 
gulf of Alaska and Prince William Sound from Yakutat to the Shumigan Islands. Though 
not covering the entire coastline of Alaska, what a magnificent beginning to carry and 
expand on the excellent work that has been done to date by the EVOS Trustee Council. 

Although much work remains to be done on the specific details of how an endowment for 
marine research and monitoring should be established, a broad outline can be set forth. I see 
great value in a successor non-profit organization to the EVOS Trustee Council which would 
have representation from pertinent state and federal agencies and major public and native 
interests. I, personally, suggest a permanent endowment, ·inflation proofed, with animal 
dividends to finance an interdisciplinary research and monitoring program on a gulf-wide· 
basis, along with coordination of all research taking place in the area. Ability to receive and 
expend federal, state and private dollars should t;>e provided for and, indeed, encouraged. A 
small staff with access to a qualified peer science review team should be. established. 
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Without question there will be many demands on the future of the Restoration Reserve, 
particularly for additional land purchases. Of the $918 million total settlement, funds have 
been designated as follows: land purchases - 42%, restoration work - 23.2%, science -
19.6%, Restoration Reserve- 11.8%,and public information and administration- 3.4%. 

· I submit that a long-term integrated and targeted research and monitoring program, using the 
Restoration Reserve, is the very highest priority to protect and enhance our gulf ecosystem. 
We will have to use extraordinary skills to manage and conserve the marine environment so 
that we can continue to maintain a healthy and productive environment for multiple uses and 
users. 

I want to thank you for the .opportunity to give input at an early stage of the planning as to 
the ultimate use of the Restoration Reserve. I would greatly appreciate being advised of · 
other opportunities to participate or make comment in planning the future of the. Restoration 
Reserve. 

Sincerely, 

~f~~· 
Arliss Sturgulewski 

Enclosure 



From: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Coun<?il- Restoration Update- Vol4/No. 3- Aug/Sept 1997 .·he · · · 

Restoration The Trustee Council 
established a budget 

Reserve 
Public lnlormation. Science 

pian through 
September 30, 
2002. The 
Restora(ion · 
Reserve has . 
been set aside 
for possible use 
at that time. It is 

. Management & Administration 
. 3% 

lt•s time to start· 
planning for the ·future 

Four years ago, the Trustee Council was faced with a his 
toric choice: Which path should it take to best help the 

ecosystem recover from the Ex~on Valdez oil spill? 
After an inclusive public pr<;>cess, the Council adopted 

a course combining habitat protection, restoration 
projects, and research and monitoring. But it added a 
fourth element to provide flexibility for long ten11 plan-· 

.· ni'ng -the restoration reserve. . 
The .restoration reserve is the Trustee Council's savings 
:ount. It was established to give the Council the option 

ot continuing some sort of restoration program after the 
final payment is received from Exxoriin the year 2001. 

The long-term budget plan calls for the Trustee Council 
to set aside $12 million each year to create a '$108 million 
reserve. With interest, it's projected that fundwill grow 
to approximately $150 million by the year 2002: 

Again, the Council is facing a historic choice:· How 
shouldit use the reserve account? During the next year, 
the Council will be seeking public input on this impor
tant issu~. The Council will be facing many ,tough ques
tions. 

. • Should a permanent endowment be set up witn.·an
nual dividends used to finance restoration projects? Or 
should the fund be budgeted for expenditure over a 10~ or 
20-year period? 

• Should funds be used to. acquire and. protect more 
habit.at? Should it be used for ·research and monitoring? 
Should it be used for community-based restoration projects? 
Or should it be some combination of the three? 

• How should the fund be governed? Should a· new 
trustee structure be developed? 

• Should spending be' limited to the designated spill region? 
. . .. 

e Budget -· Making the Transitioo 
During the next several years, the Council plans to 

gradually scale down the size of the annual work plan. 
The current work plan is budgeted at $16 million. Next 
year's target is $14 million and by fiscal year 2002, the 

estimated it will be 
worth approxi-

li~l.iW:~~~~~~~ mately 5150 million. 

Council plans to provide approximately $6 million .for the 
work plan budget. At that point, funding for research, 
.monitoring and restoration projects will either end or it 
will be ·supported by the restoration reserve. But at what 
level? · 

With an inflation~adjust~d endowment, the fund could 
generate approximately $3 million to $6 million a year. 
But if the fund was set up to expire over a 20-yea.r period, 
$12 million to $14 million could be available annually. A 
10-year fund could produce $20 million to $22 million an.: 

. !lUally. 

·rhe Council -- Considering a New Structure 
One of the biggest administrative and legal consider

ations concerns the structure of the governing body. 
. Should the Trustee Council continue to oversee and allo
cate the funds? Should the 17-member Public Advisory 
Group continue to· exist? To what extent should scientific 
peer review be.continued? · 

Ansv1ers to those questions will also determine the 
funding needed for administrative costs. Each of those 

. groups comes with a pricetag for meetings, transporta
tion, per diem, and such. To bring administrati,on .costs 

. down; some sort of restructuring will be needed. 

·Public Discussion -- What Do You Think? 
The Trustees have expressed an interest in maintain

ing a federal/ state process as a vital component of any 
future restorc:ttion program. At a forum held in Seward 

·May 29, the Council opened the deba.te abou~ its own fu
ture'and the possible uses of the reserve .. 

"I think the idea of a multi-:-agency group with a pro
cess to involve the public has worked," said Trustee Frank 
Rue, commissioner of the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game. "There has been some criticism of it, but I still think 
you don't get -'parochial agency views as much as yo.u 

. would if one agency or one entity .w~re managing it .. You 
get much broader perspective." · · 
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Assistant Attorney General Craig Tillery, representing 

Attorney General Bruce Botelho on the Trustee Council, 
agreed with Rue but added that a new structure might 
be needed. "I've given this a fair amount of thought over 
the last couple of years," he said. "My own view is the 
Council needs to go out of business about the year 2001 
and it needs to be replaced, perhaps by something with 
very many of the same agencies, but with a public com
ponent." 

During a recent visit to Seward, the Council invited local 
residents to give their opinions about the restoration reserve. 
Seward resident Chuck Adams told the Council he thought a 
permanent endowment would be the best way to help injured 
species recover. "A lot of these sea creatures, they spend their ,, 

My own view is the Council needs to go out of 

business about the year 2001 and it needs to 

be replaced, perhaps by something with very 

many of the same agencies, but with a public 

component. 

Trustee Designate Craig Tillery ' ' 
Assistant Attorney General 

entire lives at sea and there's no way to protect them other 
than through research," he said. "I really think research needs 
to be the future of this (fund)." 

Reserve funds could also be used for habitat protec
tion, either through acquisition of strategically located 
smaller parcels or by protecting larger tracts of 1,000 acres 
or more. Though most of the habitat protection goals have 
been met, it's clear that there is not enough money avail
able to protect all of the parcels currently under consid
eration, according to Executive Di.rector Molly 
McCammon. 

"The Trustee Council will be facing some very tough 
choices with the restoration reserve because it's likely 
some very important parcels- each with its own public 
support and community support - will not be funded 
under the current budget," she said. 

The Trustee Council plans to seek public comment from 
throughout the spill region in the same way it did four 
years ago in establishing the current restoration program. 
Public meetings will be held in spill area communities · 
during the first half of 1998 and a final decision is ex
pected by the end of the year. 

For planning purposes, the decision must be made well 
in advance of the last payment from Exxon in 2001, 
McCammon said. Any chartges to the structure of the 
Trustee Council and its funding would likely require 
changes in law that could take years to complete, she said. 

What are··your ide~s for 
the future· of restoration?· .. 

The Trustee Council is seeking your input about the 
future of the Council and the possible uses of the 

Restoration Reserve. Your opinions and ideas will be 
used to assist staff in developing a spectrum of options· 
for consideration by the Trustee Council. 

To submit initial ideas and comments to the Coun
cil, please consider the following questions: 

• Should a permanent endov.'Tilcnt be set up with an
nual dividends used to (inance restoration projects? Or 
should the fund be budgeted for expenditure over a 
10- or 20-year period? 

• Should funds be used to protect more habitat? Should 
It be used for research and I or community restoration 

. projects? What other options should be considered? 
• How should the fund be governed? Should a new 

trustee structure be developed? Should the 17-member 
Public Advisory Group continue to exist? To what extent 
should scientific peer review be continued? . 

• Should spending be limited to the spill region? 

The Public Advi-
sory Group will use 
your comments. in 
considering the issue 
at itS November meet
ing. The Council is 
then scheduled in De
cember .to decide on 

. the list of options to 
take to the public for 
forma.! comment. 

A final list of op
tions will be published 
by January 1, 1998 and 
distributed through
out the spill region. 
The public will have 
until May to submit 
comments on the vari
ous options. Public 

Members of the Public Advisory Group 
discussed ideas for the Restoration 
Reserve during their July meeting. From 
left to fight are Nancy Yeaton of Nanwalek. 
Howard Valley of Kodiak. Chuck Totemoff 9f 
Chenega Bay. Stacy Studebaker of Kodiak. 
Charles Meacham of Juneau and Mary 
McBurney of Anchorage. 

workshops will be held in spill-area communities in Feb
ruary and March to ensure residents are informed about 
the options and have a chan~e to state their opinions. 

Please submit any written comments by October 1 
· or let us know if you want to be part of the reserve plan

ning process. Send comments to the Restoration Office 
at 645 G Street, Anchorage, AK 99508 or fax to 907-276-
7178 or sent via e-mail to: kerih@oilspill.state.ak.us. 



Alaska Flsh~rles D~lopment Foundatloa, lac. 

Restoration Office 

. [0) ~©JS'nW7r~ i~> LnJ ~u ~ ~~L~: 

SfP· 1 2 1997 ll:!J' 
EXXQN VALDEZ OIL S?ILL 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL · 
. ~ . 

September 11, 1997. 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G $treet 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

Dear .Sirs: 

We understand that the Trustee Council is seeking.public input 
relating to the use of the ever increasing Restoration Reserve. 
You should know that the Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation · 
and its nearly 100 members support the creation of a permanent 
endowment dedicated to funding marine biological.research and . 
development efforts state-wide. While habitat protection is good, 
the maintenance and use of Alaska's bountiful marine resources 

/ are what were damaged by the spill. Yet purchase of habitat seems 
to be how the EVOS Trustee Council has spent the majority of 
funds over the past few .years. ·: 

We would hope and strongly encourage the Trust.ee Council and its 
successor to cease additional purchases of habitat in the spill· 
area and rather, spend the earnings from the endowment for t~e 
purpose of better ~nderstanding Alaska's unique marin~ habitat 
and species. 

Thank you for the opportunity to·comment on this very important 
issue, critical to the continui~g sustenance of Alaska's vibrant 
seafood industry. 

r : 

900 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 400. Anchorage. Alaska 99501 (907) 276-7315 FAX (907) 271-3450. 
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.Alvin R. Burch 
Alaska Draggers Associacion 
P.O. Box 991 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Work: ( 907) 486-3 910 
Home: (907) 486-5238 
FAX: (907) 486-6292 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg. III 
Voting 

·Board· 

William Clark 
Wards Cove Packing Co. 
P.O. Box 5030-C 
University Station 
Seattle, WA 98105 
Work: (206) 323-3200 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 323-9165 
Alternate #: 
Processor 
Voting 
Board Secretary/Treasurer 

Dan James 
Kodiak Fishmeal Company 
911 Gibson Cove Road 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Work: (907) 486-3171 
Home: (907) 486-3336 
FAX: (907) 486-2670 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Voting 
Board 

Henry Mitchell 

900 West Fifth Ave., Suite 400 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Work: (907) 279-6099 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 279-9970 
Alternate #: 
Board 

Mark Chandler 
F/V Topaz 
4934 Lakeshore Dr. 
Florence, OR 97439 
Work: 
Home: (541) 997-3869 
FAX: (541) 997-4061 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg. IV 
Voting 
Board 

Gil Gunderson 
Northern Fury Seafoods 
P.O. Box 32543 
Juneau, AK 99803 
Work: · · 

" Home: (907) 789-2457 
FAX: 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg.I 
Voting 
Board 

Heather McCarty 
McCarty Fisheries 
1522 Evergreen Avenue 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Work: (907) 586-4260 
Home: (907) 586-2627. 
FAX: (907) 586-.4261 
Alternate #: 
Fishermen, Reg. II 
Voting 
Board 

Steve Patrick 
Ocean Beauty Seafoods, Inc. 
P.O. Box 70739 
Seattle, WA 98107 
Work: (206) 285-6800 
Home: (206) 524-7206 
FAX: ·(206) 286-2581- (907) 772-

. 3573 
·Alternate #: ( 907) 772-4242 
Processor 
Voting 
Board 



Bert Pfeffer 
Pack Systems Inc. 
?ishermen's Termir.al 
3ldg C-10 
3eattle, WA 98119 
Work: (206) 282-2601 
Home : ( 2 0 6 ) 2 8 2 - 3 3 81 
FAX: (206) 282-9605 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Supporting 
Board 

Chris 'Riley 
Trident Seafoods 
5303 Shilshole Ave. NW 
Seattle, WA 98107-4021 
Work: (206) 783-3818 
Home:. (206) 838-3997 
FAX: (206) 782-7195 

.• 

Alternate#: PH:(907)698-2211 
FAX: (907)698-2235 . 
Processor 
Voting 
Board 

John Sevier 
Alaska Pacific Seafoods 
627 Shelikof Avenue 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Work: (907) 486~3234 
Home : ( 9 0 7 ) 4 8 6 - 4 8 8 6 
FAX: (907) 486-5164 

-Alternate#: 
Processor 
Voting 
Board President 

George M. Pigott 
Sea Resources Eng., Inc. 
4525-105th N.E. 
Kirkland, WA 98033 .. 
W.ork: (2.06) 822-3587 
Home: (206) 685-2033 
FAX: (206) 822-8342 . 
Alternate #: (206) 543-4281 
Support 
Voting 
Board 

Mike Robinson 
Tyson Seafood Group 
P.O. Box 646 
Kodiak, AK 996i5 · 

· Work: (907) 486-3266 
Home: ( 907) 486-7601 
FAX: (907} 486-6490 

· Alternate #: 
Processor 
Voting 
Board 



Activ International 
Robert L. Delin 
384 Rue de Vaugirard 
Paris, France 75015 
Work: (1) 4842-2021 
Home: 
FAX: (1) 4842-2366 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Supporting 

Arctic Alaska Seafoods 
Greg Mcintosh 
P.O. Box 6404 
Halibut Cove, AK 99603 
Work: (907) 296-2244 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 296-2254 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Supporting 

Baader N. America Corp. 
Robert Slade 
1553 N.W. Ballard Way 
Seattle, WA 98199 
Work: (206) 783-9750 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 783-9775 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Supporting 

cs~-- :.:.:n~ ~.$ 
fO American Seafood Company 

Bernt 0. Bodal 
2025-1st Avenue 
Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98121 
Work: (206) 448-0300 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 448-0303 

.Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg. V, At Large 

.Supporting 

Arctic King/Pelican Seafoods 
Rick Rees 
1216 Pine Street 
Suite 200 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Work: (206) 224-7470 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 224-7490 
Alternate #: 
Processor 
Supporting 

KALSEC, Inc. 
Thomas S. Jones 
3713 West Main 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005 
Work: (616) 349-9711 
Home: (616) 372-8329 
F.l)JC: (616) 382-3060 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Supporting 

Network Seafoods Inc. of Alaska 
Archie R. McFarland 

Pack Systems Inc. 
Bert Pfeffer · 
Fishermen's Terminal 
Bldg C-10 

P.O. Box 460 
Riverton, UT 84065-0460 
Work: (801) 254-5009 
Home: . 
FAX: {801) 254-0432 
Alternate #: 
Support . 
Supporting 

Seattle, WA 98119 
Work: (206) 282-2601 
Home: (206) 282-3381 
FAX: (206) 282-9605 
2~] ternate #: 
Support 
Supporting 
Board 

\ ' 



Royal Seafoods, Inc. 
Toby Cohen 
?.0. Box 19032 
5eattle, WA 98109 
tlork: (206) 28.5-8900 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 285-7270 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg.IV 
Supporting 

/ 

' . ~ ' 



Alaska CFAB 
Bill Hall 
P.O. Box 9-2070 
Anchorage, AK 99509-2070 
Work: {907) 276-2007 
Home: 
FAX: {907) 279-7913 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Voting 

Alaska Pacific Seafoods 
John Sevier 
627 Shelikof Avenue 
Kodiak, .AK 99615 
Work: (907) 486-3234 
Home : ( 9 0 7l 4 8 6 - 4 8 8 6 
FAX: (907) 486-5164 
Alternate #: 
Processor 
Voting 
Board President 

APICDA 
John Moller 
234 Gold St. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Work·: ( 907) 586-0161 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 586-0165 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Voting 

Bering Sea Fishermen's Ass'n 
Jude Henzler 
725 Christensen Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Work: (907) 279-6519 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 258-6688 
Alternate #: 
St;.ppo ... c 
Voting 

,,-

Alaska Draggers Association 
Alvin R. Burch 
?.0. Box 991 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Work: (907) 486-3910 
Home : ( 9 0 7) 4 8 6 - 52 3 8 
FAX: (907) 486-6292 
Alt.ernate #: 
Fisherman; Reg. III 
Voting 
Board 

American Factory Trawler Assn. 
Paul MacGregor · 
4039-21st Avenue W. 
Suite 400 
Seattle, WA 98199 
Work: (206) 285-5139 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 285-1841 

·Alternate#; 
Fisherman, Reg IV 
Voting 

Barbara Culver ~ Associates 
Barbara Culver 
25018 - 104th Ave., Suite C 
Kent, WA 98031 
Work: {206) 630-7297 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 630-7389 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Voting 

Bristol Bay Economic Dev. Corp. 
Nels A. Anderson 
P.O. Box 1464 
Dillingham, AK 99576 
Work: {907) 842-4370 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 842-4336 
.~lternate #: 
?~sturm~n. Reg. IV 
Voting 

\ 



Defiant Fisheries, Inc. 
Mike Haggren 

. P. 0. Box 3151 . 
'.Kodiak, AK 99615 
Work: ( 907) 486-54 77 
Home: 
FAX: ( 907) 486-5477 
Alternate #: 
Fishermen, Reg. III 
Voting 

Flohr. Metal Fabricators, Inc.· 
Keith Johnson 
Box 70469 · . 
Seattle, WA 98107 
Work: ( 206) 633-2222 · : . 
Home: (206) 821-4416 
FAX: (206) 547-4767. 
Alternate #: (206) 947-9300 
Support 
Voting 

Kodiak Fish Company 
Teressa Kandianis 

.P.O. Box 469 
Kodiak, AK 99615 · · 
Work: (907) 486-60.02·. 
Home: 
FAx: (907) 486-2617 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg. III 
Voting 

Kodiak Seiners Assn. · 
Kelly Schactler 
P.O. Box 2399 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Work: (907) 486-4686 
Home: (907) 486.,4686 · · 

. FAX: .(907) 486-7655 
·,Alternate #: 
.-'Fisherman, Re-g. III 
Voting · 

•. 

F/V Topaz 
Mark Chandler 
4934 Lakeshore ·or . 
Florence, OR 97439 
Work: 
Home : ( 5 41 ) 9 9 7 - 3 8 6 9 
FAX: (541) 997-4061 
A:lternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg. IV 
Voting · 
Board 

·Interna~iona~ Seafoods of. Alaska; 
Inc. 
David L ·. Rogers 
P .. o .. Box 2997 
Kodiak, AK. 99615 
Wor,k: (907) 486-4768 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 486'-8180 
Alternate #: · 
Processor 
Voting 

Kodiak Fishmeal' Company 
Dan James 
911 Gibson Cove Road 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Work: (907) ~86-3171 

· Home : ( 9 0 7) 4 8 6 - 3 3 3 6 
FAX: (907) 486-2670 
Alternate .#.: 
support 
Voting· 
Board 

McCarty Fisherie.s 
Heather McCarty 
1522 Evergreen Avenue 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Work: ( 907) 586-4260 
Home: {907) 586-2627 
FAX: (907) 586-4261 
Alternate #: 
:ishe.rmen, Reg. II 
Voting · 
Board 



~uir Milach, Inc. 
Dave Fr?lser 
120 Lakeside Avenue 
Suite 230 
Seattle, WA 98122-6552 
Work: (206) 860-1380 
Home: 
FAX: (206} 860-1418 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg. IV 
Voting 

National Bank of Alaska 
James O'Connell 
P.O. Box 100600 
Anchorage, AK 99510 
Work: (907) 265-2934 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 265-2887 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Voting 

Northern Fury Seafoods . 
Gil Gunderson 
P.O. Box 32543 
Juneau, AK 99803 
Work: 
Home: (907) 789-2457 
FAX: 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg.I 
Voting 
Board 

Pacific SFD Processors Assn. 
Vincent A. Curry 
300 Elliott Ave. 
Ste ., 360 
Seattle, WA 98199 
Work: {206) 281-1667 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 283-2387 
Alter~:1ate ;;: 
Processor 
Voting· 

N. Pacific Processors, Inc. 
Ken ~oemhildt 
P.O. 3ox 1040 
Cordova, AK 99574 
Work: (907) 424-7111 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 424-5273 
Alternate #: 
Processor 
Voting 

National F:Jwaheries Institute 
Lee Weddig 
1901 N. Ft. Meyer Dr. 
Ste. 700 
Arlington, VA 20036 
Work: (703) 524-8880 
Home: 
FAX: (703) 524-4 G19 

·Alternate #: 
Support 
Voting 

Ocean Beauty Seafoods, Inc. 
Steve Patrick 
P.O. Box 70739 
Seattle, WA 98107 
Work: (206) 285-6800 
Home: (206} 524-7206 
FAX: (206) 286-2581- (907} 772-
3573 
Alternate #: (907) 772-4242 
Processor 
Voting 
Board 

Prince William Sound Aqu. Corp. 
Dede Srb 
P.O. Box 1110 
Cordova, AK 99574 
Work: (907) 424-7511 
Home: 
FAX: (907)424-7514 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman, Reg. II 
Voting · 

\ 



Sea Resources·Eng,, ·Inc~ 
George M. Pigott · 
~525-105th N.E. 
Kirkland, WA 98033. 
Work: (206) 822-3587 
Home: (206) 685-2033 
FAX: ( 206) 822-8342 
Alternate#: (2.06) .543-4·:2~1 
Support 
Voting 
Board 

Trident Seafoods 
Chris Riley 
5303'Shilshole Ave.~ 
Seattle, WA 98107-4021 

· Work: ( 206} 783-3 818 
Home: (206) 838-3997 
FAX: (206) 782-7195 . 
Alternate#: PH: (907)698-22~~ 
FAX: (907)698-2235 
Processor 
Voting 
Board 

UniSea, Inc. 
Terry .Shaff 
PO Box 97019 
Redmond, WA 98073-9719 
Work: (206) 881-8181 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 882-1660 
Alternate #: 
Processor· 
Voting 

Winterholm Press 
Krys L. Holmes 
446 N. Hoback 
Helena, MT 59601. 
Work: (406) 442-42:33. 
Home: 
FAX: 
Alternate #: 
Support 
Voting 

! '' 

. ~~ 

'' .· 

\ · The Fisheries Network, Inc. 
Daniel P. O'Neil 
21.31 Baker Avenue. 
Everett, WA 98201 
Work: (206) 258-3323' 
Home: 

. FAX: {206) 258-4224 
· Alternate #: 
Support 
Voting 

. Tyson Seafood Group· 
Mike ·Robinson 
P.O. Box 64~ 
Kodiak, AK 99615' . 
Work: (907) 486-3266 
Home: (907) . 486-7601 
FAX: ( 907) 486-6490 
Alternate #: 
Processor 
Voting 
Board 

·Wards Cove Packing Co .• 
William Clark 
P.O. Box '5030-C . 
University-Station 
Seattle, WA 98105 
Work.: {206) 323-3200 
Home: 
FAX: {206) .323-9165 
Alternate #: · 
Processor . 
Voting . 
Board Secretary'/Treasurer 

' ' 

I 

I 



Associate MemtJersmp 

Alaska Vocational Tech. Ctr. 
Dennis Lodge 
Box 889 
Seward, AK 99664 
Work: (907) 224-3322 
Home: 
FAX: 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

> 

Atlas Industries USA, Inc. 
Hans Nissen 
10920 Ambassador Drive 
Kansas City, MO 64153 
Work: ( 816) 8 91-6660 
Home: 
FAX: (816) 891-6662 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Cordox Div. Liquid Air Corp. 
Brian D. Benson 
6510 Arctic Spur Road 
Anchorage, AK 99518 · 
Work: (907) 562-5509 
Home: 
FAX: { 907) 563-4468 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Equipment Eng./Alfa-Laval 
Rawn Walley 
200 South Park Blvd. 
Greenwood, IN 46143 
Work: (317) 889-4600 
Home: 
FAX: ( 317) 889-4610 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Alyeska Ocean, Inc. 
Jeff Hendricks 
Box :!.90 
Anacortes, WA 98221 
Work: (206) 293-4617 
Home: 
FAX: 
Alternate #: 
Fisherman (at large) 
Associate 

Cordova District Fishermen United 
Mary L. McBurney 
P.O. Box 939 
Cordova, AK 99574 
Work: (907) · 424-3447 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 424-3430' 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Danmark Protein A/S 
Brian Thomsen 
Nr. Vium 
DK-6920 Videbaek 
Denmark, 
Work: 45 97 17 82 44 
Home: 
FAX: 45 97 17 82 OG 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Friskies R&D Center (Westreco, 
Inc.) 
Jeffrey D. Anderson 
3916 Pettis Road 
St. Joseph, MO 84503 
Work: (816) 232-0300 
Home: 
FAX: (816) 387-4115 
Alternate #: 
Associa.te 

' ' 

\ 
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Gortori Group (General Mills) 
Matthew Weber 
128 Rogers Street 
'Gloucester, MA 019..30 

'Work: (508) 283-3000 
Home: . ·) 

. FAX: (508) 281-7308 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

H.J. Baker & Bro., Inc.· 
Thomas· J. Starkey ; 
595 summer Street 
Stamford, CT 0690i 
Work: (203) 328-9200 
Home: 
FAX: ( 203) 967-8142 
Alternate .#: 
Associate 

LFS Inc. 
Terry · Crump 
851 Coho Way 
Bellingham, WA 9822.5 
Work: ( 206) 734-3336 
Home: 
FAX: ( 206) 734-4058 

·Alternate #: 
Associate 

.. 
Marel Seattle Inc. 
Larus Asgeirsson -' 
5801 14th Avenue, N~W. 
Seattle, WA 98107 
Work: (206) 789-4577 
Home: · 
FAX:· (206) 781-8657 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

•' . 

·"',' 

.. Gre.at Northern Sea Pro'ducts Inc. 
Jack McMahon 
331 E 87th 
'Anchorage, AK 99515 
Work: (907) .522-4i82. · 
Home: 

·· FAX: (907) 522-4183 · 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

~ Health Sea, Inc. 
Tom. Tipps 
2211 Jordan Avenue 
Juneau; AK99801 , 
Work: (907) 586~3333 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 586-4444 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

"Libby Hill Seafood Restaurantsi 
Inc. 
Marshall L. Conrad 
P .. o. Box 5091 
Greensboro, NC 27435 
Work: ( 919) 294-0505 

· Home: 
f'AX: (919} 292-6005 .. 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Nelbro Packing· company:.'. 
T.K. Beeston 
P.O. Box 82548. 
Kenmore, WA 98028 
Work: (206) 485-7755 
Home: 
FAX: ( 206) 485 -5172· 
Altern.ate #: ( 206) 487-0425 · .. 
Associate 

'I 
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Nepcune Marine Products 
Ed Wyman 
P.O. 3ox 1.7417 
Seactle, WA 98107 . 
Work: (206) 789-3790 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 789-1795 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

PenWest Foods 
Saul Rogols . 
11011 E. Peakview Ave 
Englewood, CO 80111 
Work: (303) 649-1900 
Home: 
FAX: (303) 649-1700 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Saltwater Inc. 
Nancy Munro 
540 L Street 
Suite 202 
Anchorage, AI< 99501 
Work: (907) 276-3241 
Home: 
FAX: (907) 258-5999 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Victor Seafoods· 
David Leston 
4209 21st Avenue W. 
Seattle, WA 98199 
Work: (206) 285-8300 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 285-0988 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

?acific Fisning Magazine 
Steve Shapiro 
1.515 NW 5lsc Street 
Seattle, WA 98107 
Work: ( 206) 789 -53~~ 
Home: 
FAX: (206) 784-5545 
Alternate #: 
Asso.ciate 

Peter Pan Sfds., Inc. 
Bill Saletic 
1000 Denny Building 
Seattle, WA 98121-1820 
Work: (206) 728-6000 
Home:· 
FAX: (206) 441-9090 
Alternate #: 
Associate 

Southwest AI< Municipal Conf 
:-tary Stadum 
3300 Arctic Blvd. 
Suite 203 
.~chorage, AI< 99503. 
:-1ork : ( 9 07) 56 2- 73 8 0 
Home: 
?AX: (907) 562-0438 
Alternate #: 
.i\ssociate 

Welmar Pacific, Inc. 
Matthy B. Welling 
2819 First Ave., Suite 350 
Seattle, WA 98121 
Nark: (206) 443-0123 
Home: 
?AX: (206) 443-0333 
.:1.1 ternate #: 
.:l.ssociate 

\ . \ 



Wild Alaska Seafood Company 
Greta L. Goto 
P.O. Box 205 

·Dillingham, AK 99576 
', . Work: ( 907) e42 -4480 

Home: 
FAX: (907) 842-4480 
Alternate #: 
Associate 
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· Juneau Center. . .. 
School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 

Sept. 12, 1997 

• Univ.ersity ofAlaska Fairbanks , 
lll20 Glaci~r Highway 

. Juneau; Alaska 99801 
- ' l· • •· . ' 

''• ' 

'•. •' . 

· . Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

· 645 G St. Anchorage,· Ak 99508 

Dear Council 

. ' 
·, . 

(907) 46.5-Ji44l Office 
(907) 465-6447 .FAX 
fysfosj@ aurora.alaska.edu 

In response to your request for comments on the future of the Council and the 
Restoration Reserve (Restoration Update for August and September) I urge you to. 
consider and to support establishment of a substantial endowment fund for niarine 
research. There is an important need for support of fundamental research on marine 
·systems of the Gulf of Alaska· that would appropriately be met by such a furid; it would be 
an effective legacy of the Council. 

Such fundamental research is not well supported otherwise. Immediately iinportant 
problems such as finding the abundance and sustainable catch from a fish stock are 
fundable by the budgets of public agencies responsible for resource stewardship. Less 
immediate but more fundamental problems such as understanding how physical processes 
affect ecosystems are not now readily fundable even though these problems already are 
becoming vitally important as climate change brings about alteration of oceanic systems. 

· The Gulf of Alaska is l<irger than the historical' spill area. It is however a coherent 
system, a flowing circle of water (and offish stocks and many other components), that 
encompasses the historical spill area. The fund should take the entire system as its 
purview. The Gulf is one of several such coherent systems in the subarctic North Pacific 
Ocean; there has not, however, been extensive programmatic support for fundamental 
research in the Gulf of Alaska. 

The fund should be a continuing source of support rathertl)an being spent over a 
decade or two. It is important ·for the Council to leave behind it sources of continuing 
benefit for the communities, state, and nation damaged by th(! spill. Habitat acquisitions 
and the protection they offer to natural resources are an example of such a continuing 
benefit. Endowed suppo.rt. for fundamental research will also continue to benefit Alaska 
and the nation, not only by informing future choices made by a growing human economy 
but by sustainin~ science itself 
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Administration of such a fund should involve open access and competition among 
competent scientists adjudicated by rigorous peer review and it should be independent of 
other public agencies. Policy-setting governance ~hould be by a public body. The issue of· 
Update quotes Assistant Attorney General Tillery to the effect that the Council should be 
replaced with a body representing "the same agencies, but with a public component." I 
urge you to depart even further from the historical practice of the Council and to consider 
governance of the research endowment by a public body whose members are removed 
from the immediate concerns and problems of public agencies. The mission of members of 
those agencies is management of the human use of natural resources and they are stressed 
by immediately demanding issues. The research endowment should, however, take a very 
long view in formulating its policy in its support of fundamental research; it's resources 
should not supplant the ordinary expenses of resource management. 

I wish you well as you decide how this unique opportunity for Alaska will be 
taken. I'd be glad to give you whatever support and expertise that's mine to give; please 
call on me. 

s7:J~J}~~ 
William W. Smoker 
Professor of Fisheries 
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Cantoni N.Y. 1361? 
Sept. 3, 199? . 
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL Public Advisory Group 

Restoration Office 
645 G Street · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

This is in reference to suggestions for future 
restorat1on plans. 

A nerrne.nen: endov.rrnent fund for con t ihtted efforts . 
in recove~y from the oil spill should be established •. 
The .lone term adverse impacts of the sp:i.ll vr5.11 continue 
for decades. 

?very. effort· should be ma."d'e to acquire land for .. 
public o~nership as such' land can be subject to contr61 
by the public whi~e policies with respect to· private 

. lands are all too·pften abused, with little or no 
regard for future .e;enerattons of people who will have 
to den end .unon t.he same natural resources that we . require.· .... · · · · 

Funds aliotted for the recovery ~roj~ct'should be 
spent vri thin the impacted area. -- · : · · · 

. . I • 

· T.)eterminat:i.ons based unon scieritifie facts should 
have"_prJority over political cons1.deratj_ons. 

. ." ' . ' ' . 
· T~:e ~.iori ty of expenditures shol;lld· b·e targeted 

toward :prov1dlne; the longest term. benef1ts for flsh and 
wildlife habitat. · · · '· · . 

' . ·' 



Restoration Office 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99508 

Dear Sirs: 

Jim H. Branson 
PO Box 6401 
Halibut Cove, AK 99603 

Phone (907) 296-2208 
FAX (907) 296-2221 

Sept. 15, 1997 

I am writing in response to your request in the August/September 
Restoration Update for input on the future of the Council and the 
possible uses of the Restoration Reserve. 

I have been closely allied with marine research for many years in my roles 
as the Executive Director of the North Pacific Fisheries Management 
Council and as Chair of the Advisory Council for the School of Fisheries 
and Oceans of the University of Alaska Fairbanks. I have some very 
strong feelings about our need for information about our marine and 
coastal environments. The lack of it has greatly hampered our efforts to 
manage resources off Alaska, imperiled some of them because of our _lack 
of knowledge, and made it impossible to assess damage to systems about 
which we know virtually nothing, 

I believe we should establish a permanent endowment to fund a long 
term interdisciplinary research to long term management of the Marine 
environment off Alaska. Such research should include all of the Gulf of 
Alaska since Prince William Sound is an integral part of that system and 
cannot be understood if we do not understand the whole. A successor 
trustee group to the EVOS Trustee Council would be desirable with the 
ability to receive and disperse other moneys as well as the earning from 
the endowment fund (after inflation proofing). A small staff to work with 
a qualified peer science review teain would be necessary, with funding 
and coordination of scientific programs as their primary goal. 

Some very worthwhile land purchases have been made with EVOS -
funding, but now we need knowledge far more that we need more land 
acquisitions. 

Sincerely, 

r/~ -'\ 



'2550 Denali Street, Su,ite 1201 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2737 
(907) 276-ioo7. Fax (907) 279-7913 

. September 15, 1997 
. ' ' ' 
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Edward E. Crane · 
Pnsuunt 

Restoration Office . 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee'Council 

. 645 G Street - · · ,. 
'\ '·' 

Aunchorage,AJaska 99508 
• • <( ,. • • ,, 

Dear Trustee Council, 
'' ,_ I 

This is in response to you~ req·uest for comment in the August/September 
Restor.ation Update. · · · · -

CF AB's business i·s focused on the commercial exploitation of AJaska's 
marine resources. AJthough. that 'may. suggest 'a ria'rrow perspective, we are quite 
sensitive to the reality that. the' ongoing viability of commercial interests is 'premised · 
on management practices which are consistent with- and tempered by- subsistence, 
environmental, recreationai~· an.f;I "gene~al'public" ~nterests. ·.· · · 

l .' • ' .; - ' . • ~ . ' 

1'he numbers discussed hi Restor~tibn Update are impressive, but it is clear 
there . is potential for relatively early exhaustion. . AJthough we do not consider · 
ourselves either sufficiently informed or technically competent to address specific 
proposals or alternatives, we offer the following generalized' thoughts in response to 
your.discussion and .invitation. . . · 

The long-term anc;l. perhaps subtle.effects ofthe Exxon Valdez oil spill may 
not be recognized for many years. Qtii_te P9SSiblythe'same may be said for other, less 
dramatic, events and developments such as the ever.:increasing number of tourism
related ves!?els in Southeast waters or intensified recreation pressures in and around 
Resurrection Bay, as well as the evolvement of seafood harvesting practices generally. 
There will always be a need for scientific and empincal research into the effects of 
human activities on AJaska's marine environment and resources. Our view is that the 
existence and potential or' the Restoration Reserve comprise a wonderful, once-in-a
lifetime, opponunity t? ~stablish the foundation for a permanent endowment directeq ·. 
toward that need. · 

Alaska Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank 

~-\ ·, 

! :' .. 
; i 1 



Restoration Office 
Septennber 15, 1997 
Page 2 

We also believe there are nnoral connotations to this issue. It seenns 
presunnptuous, to say the least, for any iteration of a "current generation" to clainn or 
exercise the right to exhaust the financial proceeds generated as connpensation for an 
event whose effects~ or cert;tin of thenn, nnay rationally be projected over the course of 
nnany years. 

Habitat protection is nnentioned as an option. It is difficult ~o argue against 
the need for habitat protection on an abstract basis, and we believe that habitat 
protection projects nnust forever be eligible for consideration within an established 
systenn of priorities. Our observations over tinne, however, suggest that habitat 
protection or restoration projects are often rendered ineffective in, a relatively short 
tinne, inadvertently or otherwise, by subsequent and unforeseen events, developnnents, 
or other intrusions. Moreover, such projects tend to be area-specific, a feature which 
invites politically-:inspired decisions. 

We do n.ot consider ourselves to be fully informed as to the nature and 
effectiveness ofthe current structure and organization for governance of the fund, and 
are therefpre reluctant to innply a perception of a "better way." We do believe that any 
governing bodies should consist of individuals who have demonstrated sonne level of 
relevant connpetence as well as a connnnitnnent to the fund's. purpose and scope. A 
nnost unfortunate aspect of Alaska's culture today is the habit of "dennocratically?' 
staffing boards and connnnittees wi~h representatives of specific - and frequently 
connpeting - interests; nnost decisions then beconne politiCized, and the "greater 
purposes". of the body receive only lip service. Please don't let that happen in this 
instance! 

. We believe scientific peer review should indeed be continued. Moreover, 
we believe . the entire process should be based upon, or large!y influenced by, the 
perceptions and other input of nnulti-disciplined science professionals. · 

. . 
Thank you for this opportunity for expression. We connnnend the Council 

and its staff for the connnnitn;tent to stewardship it has dennonstrated over the past four 
,years. 

Very truly yours, 

Edward E. Crane 
President 

J 
' I 



Restoration Office 
Sc:;ptember '15, 1997 
Page3 

·; 

P.S: By c~incidence, the enclosed article appears in today's An~horage Daily News. 
We cannot evaluate the .scienti~c merit Of the cited' report, but it app~ars to 
address a clear example of the. need, for a broad and perpetual commitment to 
r.esearch. 

.-

'•• .. ·' 
',', 

.· 



COOK INLET: Environmental watchdog's new report warns of pollution 
Continued from Page 8·1 , j 

!ants. The report says risks 
re posed by a growing hu
um population, commercial 
ishing, mining, furming, log
inc and military bases. 

Little is known about the 
oles all these groups play in 
'le overall health of the lniet, 
havdson said. 

"So in an area where so 
tuch ec01iumic, social and 
ecreational aspects of life 
inge on the health Qf these 
esources, it's pretty amaz
tg that we're not focusing a 
ll more effort towat·ds pro
ecting them," he said. 

Agencies that study the In· 
~t. such as the EPA and fed-

•so in an area where so much economic, social and recreational 
aspects of life hinge on the health of these resources, it's pretty 
amazing that we're not focusing a lot more effort towards protecting 
them.' · 

era! Minemls Management 
Scr·vice, had just received 
copies of the report Friday 
and said they had not digest
ed its finding:;. 

But the watershed ap
prouch that the Keeper pro
gram took drew prailie from 
Phil North, an EPA aquatic 
ecologist who studies wet
lands and· water issues. , 

The Keeper is part of an 
Inlet watershed discussion 
that's jus' be~:~inning, Nor·th 
said. Others interested in that 
approach include Unocal, the 
EPA, state Department of 
Natural Resources; private 
citizens and The Nature Con-· 

· servancy. 
The Keeper's report con

cludes that if Alaskans con-

- Bob Shavelson 

tinue to disregard their im
pact on the Inlet, it will go 
the way of other famous wa
terways, such as Chesapeake 
Bay. "We know, looking at 
other water bodies, that· if 
you do this long enough, 
you're going to mess things 
up," Shavelson.said. 

He pointed to a recent 
spike in paralytic· shellfish 

poisoning in Kachemak Bay 
us one possible symptom. Old
timers also have told him the 
intertidal life isn't as abun
dant or varied as it once was. 

Shavelson . acknowledged 
those are anecdotal examples 
but said pure science in this re

. gion is lacking and waiting for 
studies might take'too long. 

"If we're discharging bil
lions of gallons of toxic pollu
tants and we know these 
hurm fish and wildlife," he·
snid, "do we need that defini- · 
tive cause-and-effect link be-' 
fore we take sJ)me preventa-: 
tive action?" , . I 

Studies this decade of fish 
and sediments for si~ns of 
hydrocarbon and heavy-met-. 
al Pollution have been incon-

elusive, the report says. Met
als and hydrocarbons were 
detected but at levels consid
ered normal. Or where 
spikes in toxic elements 
were found, they did not cor
respond to· a known man
made source. The report sug
gests longer-term testing is· 
needed befor·e conclusions 
can be drawn. 
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uNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAiR'BANKS ' . 

P:o. Box 757220 • Fairbanks. Alaska 99775-7220 

'·_ J 6 September 1997 

The Exxon Valdez Oii Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street· · · · 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

Dear Trustee Council Members, 
t. 

·, 

Institute of Marine Sc_ience 

~IE©~OWt!ID) 
SfP 23 m1 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

A recent letter fro in Afliss Sturgulew.ski is· alerting marine scientists about the· need to. make our 
desires known regarding the future of the Restoration Reserve Fund and its use. Senator 
Sturgulewski advocate~ a long:-.teff!l t'4'geted.and integrated.rese~ch _and ,monitoring program ·as 
the highest priority for protecting: and enhancing the marine ecosystems of the Gulf of Alaska. I 
applaud Arlis~' s effort, ·particularly her .advocacy 'for rese.aich rather than future expenditures for 
habitat buy· out. While I geneni~ly support· her p'osition, I also feef very strongly that ~here 
poss'ible, future' funds should be spent to build on information generated by ecosystem-level 
studies presently bdng supported by .EVOS funding. Matching funding for long-terin · 
investigations .of fisheries resources including·salmon could buy partnerships with NSF and · 
NOAA programs such as GLOBEC to expand the work w~ll beyond the coastal nursery · . 
environments into shelf and _ocean feeding regimes. Questio.ns about the carrying capacity qf the 

. Gulf of Alaska for salmon and other species {birds and mamm~s) rerpains a crucial research 
issue with immense intemationcil raritifications today. . .• . . . 

Within partnerships of this kind, monitoring ·finds an important context that may be missing 
without a connection to identifiable ·resources or relevant questions. .Most feel that ecosystem
level problems facing us today may ·only be tractable by teafn·science: and a highly leveraged 
collaborative approach. In this regard, $3-6 rriillion annu_ally from an"endowment'.' could play a 
very significant role in understanding and m;maging ~oast£4; shelf and ocean .resources. 

I am opposed to the expenditure of any Restoration Reserv«? Funds for future larid acquisition iri 
the· coastal zone of the Gulf of Alaska or an}'\\:' here else. In my view, future expenditures for 
land will seriously dilute the ability of the Fund to SUP,P<?rt significant m<lfine res~3!ch. 

' • • • j • 

r •..\ ' 

Robert T. Cooney 
University of Alaska Frurbank$ 

235 Irving II • Phone \907) 474~7531 ·Fax (907)' 474-5863 • Internet: director@ims.alaska.edu 



Office of the Dean 

u NTVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS . 

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences . 
Fairbanks, AK 99775-7220 • 200 O'Neill Building • 907-474-6824 • 907-474-7386 (FAX) • fysfos@aurora.alaska.edu 

.. September 17, 1997 

Restoration Office 
645 G Street 
Ancho~age, AK 99508 

~~©~OW~@ 
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL. SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCiL 

I have been watching the development of the Restoration Reserve with great interest, and understand 

the dilemma which is now emerging with respect to its future management and use. 

There is no question in my mind that" the activities carried out under the assessment ~d restoration 

programs have been affective and appropriate. With respect to the research portion, in looking at the 

Restoration plan for the coriring year I was impressed with the depth and quality of the proposed 
work. By the year 2001, we should have a good baseline and will be in·an excellent position· to 

_. ' ' . I , 

undertake the kind of long-term research (and. even monitoring) that will allow a predictive 

knowledge of the marine ecosystem and an assessment of the responses to climatic variability. 

Alaskan waters have been the least studied nearshore areas in the United States, and even with the 

concentration of effort in the EVOS area over the past seven years, that rei:nains the case for this large 

and productive marine area~ In order to enhance the Gulf of Alaska system, a long-term integrated 
research and monitoring system is critical. 

I therefore recommend that the reserve be used to set up ~ permanent endowment dedicated to 
research, and that the management be by a council similar but not identical to the Trustee Council, 
with agency representatives, but also academia and constituent membership. Scientific peer review 

using the National Science Foundation model of identifying and using the best experts for each 

proposal would be most useful. I expect that spending will need to be limited to the spill region in the 

broadest se·nse. 

Thank you for the opportunity to resp<)nd. 

Yours sincerely, . 

\J~RL~ 
Vera Alexander 
Dean 

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences • • • Teaching, Research and Public Service 

Anchorage • Bethel • Cordova • Dillingham • Fairbanks • Homer • Juneau • Kasitsna Bay • · Kodiak • Petersburg • Seward • Sitka 



WNITED FISHERMEN, OF .ALASKA 

September 19, ·1997 

Ms. ·Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spiii.Trustf3~ Council. 
645 G Street, Suite .401 · 
Anchorage, Alaska . 99501-3451 

Dear Molly, 

~ lE©~OVI!ID) 
·.-261997 

e·XXON VALDEZ OIL SPilL 
. TRUSTEE COUNCIL , .. 

. ! 

'• >. ,J. 

211 Fourth Street, Suite 112 
·.Juneau, Alaska 99801 

. 907/586-2820 
Fax: 907/463-2545 · 

I am writing to. inform you that United F.'ishermen.of Alas~a (UFA), representing 22 
regional fishing organizations. is fully supportive of c~eating. a Restoration Reserye , 
dedicateQ to marine. research and monitoring. As to exactly how the Restoration 
Reserve should be structured or how. the monies from the Reserve·should be. '· . 
allocated, we can not offer specific comments at this time. ·However,· I anticipate that 
following our fall Board meeting, October 17 - 20, we will be able to provide input on 
these matters. In the meantime, please let the reeord show that UFA encourages the 

· Council to move ahead in establishing a -Restoration .Reserve dedicated to ecological 
research and monitoring of th~ spill affected area. · 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
1 ' > I 

~incerely, 

~.d~~U' 
Thea Matthews 

· President 

c.c Board of Directors · 
Arliss Sturgulewski , 

MEMBER OBGANIZADONS 
Alaska" Longline Fishermen's Association • Alaska Trollers Association • Bristol Bay Driftneners Association • Concemed Area 'M' Fishermen • Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association 

Cordova District Fishermen Un~ed • Kenai Peninsula FIShermen's Association • Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association • Kodiak Seiners Association • North Pacific FISheries Association 
Nonhem Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association • Northwest Selneners Association • Peninsula Marketing Association • Petersburg Vessel Owners Association 
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation • Purse Seine Vessel Owners Association • ?eafood Producers Cooperative • Southeast Alaska Seiners Association 

Southem Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association • Un~ed Cook Inlet Drift Association • ·United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters 
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EXlOM VALDEZ 0\l Sf\ll 
lRUSlEE COUMC\l 

Restoration Office 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

Board of Regents 

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA 

22 September 1997 

· This letter is to offer a suggestion as to the use ofthe Restoration Reserve, 
which holds, or will hold, an estimated $150 million. I. urge the creation of a 
perpetual educational trust with non-profit IRS sta~us to hold the proceeds and use 
its earnings for a long-term interdisciplinary research and monitoring program 
.which would provide adequate data for the management and conservation of the . 
marineenvironment and its sealife offshore of Alaska. The trustees of the trust 
should be ex-officio reprt;sentatives frorh pertinent state and federal agencies, and 
from major public and Native interests including; in major portion, representatives 
appointed by the Board of Regents of the University of Alaska. UA should be 
highly inv9lved in the continuing work ofthe proposed trust. 

I am· familiar with the work of Senator Arliss Sturgulewski on this matter, 
and I endorse her proposals for use of the restoration money: · · 

Kind regards and thanks. 

· Sincerely yours, 

. <h¥ L--fivvlcg 
.lioseph R. Henri 

JRH/df 



ll}..-~;.-ti-t;,_~~t ·,4~t-/Lt.. A.,....dc, ... ~-~-RE§OURCE . . 
·_ .. OL_ UTI_O·Ns·. 

September 22, 1997 
E.NVIRONME.NT AND NATURAL · 

'. ;: 
RESOURCES. INSTITUTE. 

' ,· ' . . ' 
' ' 

Exxon Valqez Oil Spil! Tru$tee Council 101 A STREET, ANCHORAGE; AK 9950 I 

645 G St,reet, Suite 401 · · ·. -, . 907Z;57-ZJJ6 fAX907 216-6841 

Anchorage, AK 99501 . . . 

' ' 

RE: Suggestions for governance 
Reque~t for ideas for funding. suggestions 

GOVERNANCE. · EXXON. VALDEZ OIL SPilL 
. , . . : .. : . · TRUSTEE. COUNCIL , 

l'd.like to .offer twq thought$ on govt?rnance .. __ The first is to develop criteria for the -
types of projects that should be funded, such as the "investment" quality of a project, which 

·. could_me~n many different things,. E?.g. Does a project or program hold promise to build.: 
civic vyi/1 or social toler~nce,? . .._. , . · · 

' : - t ~; •, - ~ " • 

Secondly,-~VOS may want .tP look at the governance struct_ure of som~ .of the most 
successful fo~;Jndations and draw le~sqns learned frqm their experfence and succe~ses. 

' I " • 

•' '. 
FUNDING SUGGESTIONS 

. I wou.ld·.li~e to recornmend·that EVOS· qonsider·f~nding collaborative problem 
solving and dispute resolution programs that focus on public issues and, more sp~cifically, 
for natL,Jral resource and environmental concerns. There are many organizations that . 
promote and ·advocate for th,ei~- ~·po~ition" . on .. a vari,ety of natural resource and 
environm~ntal issues, but few serve ·.as a "third-party neutral'~. or "mediating"· institution 
among a multitude of interests. 

When _we consider howco~r. formalized public decision-ma_king processes are· 
structur~d. Wfft se~ two distinct roles-. advocate$· and decision makers-... and this sets up 
win-lose confrontations. The aqvocat~·~ job is to pres~nt the strongesl possible case to . 

. the decision maker$. The responsibility; ~nd often the blame, for the actual.political choice 
rests with the decision makers. These adversarial· structures where "winners take most" 
cause advocates for all parties to be .less ,willing to work with each .other and build an 
agreement because each is appealing to the decision maker. Each advocacy group 
spends most of its time refining and distilling its best position in ways that distinguish and 

·separate them from the other side, rather than spending time, energy, and resources to 
d~termine where they agree and how they can resolve their differences. Advocate$ have 
;.>.z.~.~y . . . . . - . 
~~ .,:! .. ."~..'/' 
:'~ Providing TechnicatAssistimce 
i· for Preventing . 

and Resolving Disputes 

UAA is an EO/AA employer &.learning institution 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
September 22, 1997 
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· ... _, 

little incentive to create a solution that satisfies all parties and, unlike decision makers, are 
not required to struggle or try to work together and reach agreement about competing · 
interests.· In short, one's rights in a democracy have not been balanced by one's 
responsibilities, because our formalized public decision-making process does not provide 
the structure.for us to meaningfully participate on decisions that affect our lives. . . . 

Resource Solutjons is a new program of the University of Alaska Anchorage, that 
can provide this structure for parties to not only have, but to take a greater respqnsibility 
for making public decisions, for the public good, not merely for their own self-interest. Our 
mission is .to help build the willingness and capacity to cooperate, negotiate, and reach 
implementable· decisions in Alaska. We seek to connect citizens with government in a 
more effective and eonstructive manner. To my knowledge, this is the only organization 
with this broad mission in the state. Currently, our source of funds is ·from private 
foundations and other grants, most of which comesfrorn the Hewlett Foundation. As the 
state budget, and proportionately the university's budget is reduced, the likelihood for state. 
general funds being available for this new program is regrettably not high. However, . . 
nationally and worldwide, there is a growing recognition that· solving problems in a 
collaborative manner is our only ~eal hope to make and implement complicated public · 
decisions, avoid costly litigation, and reduce the tremendous social stress paramount when 
dealing with natural resource issues. · 

Looking across the nation, the most successful collaborative public problem-solving 
programs are in Oregon, Massachusetts, Florida, and North Dakota. The budgets of these 
programs average around $350,000 to $500,000 per year; primarily based on legislative 
appropriations: Another program at the University of Virginia receives. a small percentage 
of the state's litigation proceeds, and the University of Arizona has received a substantial 
endowment as a legacy to Morris Udall. 

Success of any project ·or program requires commitment, persistence, and 
re·sources. A reliable, long:.term funding source, which EVOS has the ability to provide can 
ensure that Resource Solutions' efforts are focused on projec;:ts that build the civic will and 
the skill-based capacity to cooperate and reach implementable decisions. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

(f~v- ~~'~")\ . 
·-'1J:rL--

. Margaret King 
Program Manger 

Enclosures 
230573117 

-' 
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The Exxon Valde: Oil Spill Trustee Council is seeking 
public input on uses for the Restoration Reserve fund. 
The reserve fund, which the council guesses will total 
$150 million by 2002, could be available. for research 
and monitoring, habitat protection, restoration, or all 

·three. 
The council wants ideas and comments on how 

reserve money should be used, and how to govern the 
fund. The EVOS public advisory group will consider 
the comments during sessions to be held in November 
and December, and they will release a list of options 
for further public comment in January 1998 · 

This is an important opportunity for the reseaich 
community. Submit your written comments by 
October 1, and let the council know if you want to be 
part of the reserve planning process; Send comments 
to the EVOS Restoration Office at 645 G St., Anchor
age, AK 99508, fax (907) 276-7\78, email 
kerih@oilspill.state.ak.us. -Infonnation from 
Restoration Update Vol. 4 No. 3, newsletter of the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. 

Editorial: Don't Let the 
Opportunity Slip By 
The EVOS Trustee Council had the foresight to set 
aside a portion of the settlement funds to establish a 
restoration resel"'ie which will accumulate to a value 
of about $150 million. Again, acting with foresight, 
the EVOS Trustees and staff are contemplating how to 
most wisely use this fund after 200 I and what admin
istrative structure and processes should be adopted. 
They are seeking guidance. 

I .do not believe that all uses of our coastal ocean 
will (or should) cease, and therefore I believe that the 
greatest hazard to the future of our coastal and marine · 
resources is our ignorance of the ecosystems and 
processes. Assuring the long tenn wise use and 
enjoyment ofthese resources is dependent on the 

' . 
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knowledge we are able to gain. The $150 million 
restoration reserve could. be used to address the needs 
for knowledge if sufficient interest is expressed. I 
encourage the community interested in the future of 
our coastal ocean resources to express their feelings to 
the EVOS Trustees and to provide guidance for an · 
administrative mechanism that will ensure wise 
decision-making. 

Ron Dearborn, Dire~.:tor 
Alaska Sea Grant College Program 

Sea Grant Furids 
Research on Invader 
Species 
Sea Grant recently provided a $172,000 grant to the 
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens' Advisory 
Council to study invader species in PWS. Researchers · 
from UAF and the Smithsonian Environmental · 
Research Center will look for non-native species in · 
water from oil tanker ballast in PWS, study survival 
of the organisms. and examine effectiveness of at-sea 

. ballast exchange. Also contributing funds for the two
year research project are RCAC, Alyeska Pipeline 
Service Company, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
Oregon State University. Although tanker~ have been 
entering PWS for 20 years, this is the first time 
scientists have studied species that come in with the 
ballast water. Researchers expect to find varying 
levels of survi'val in introduced species of fish. crabs, 
plankton, and plants. Some invaderS likely coexist · 
peacefully with native species, while others could 
have a serious impact on Alaska waters. 

Gore Award 
The National Sea Grant College Program, the Asso
ciation of Food and Drug Officials, and Seafood 
HACCP Alliance will each receive the Vice President 
AI Gore Hammer Award on September 22 in 
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STEVE COWPER &··ASSOCIATES 
Public Policy Consultants 

705 W. Sixth Avenue. Suite 203 
· Anchorage, Alaska 99501 .. , 

' ' :} 

September 22, 1 997· 

' 
Exxon. Valdez Oil Spill Trustee· Cour1cil 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 9958 

Dear Sirs: 

Tel: (907) 277·7566 
F~:(907}~77~33 

Emall:steveC@araic.ner 

' . 

This letter is a response to your -inquiries regarding future uses of the 
. Restoration Reserve, as stated in the August/September issue of 

"Restoration Update". · 

My personal view is that a permanent endowment for the support of 
ongoing scientific research in Prince· William So.und and other affected 
areas should be established, along with a process through which researcM 
proposals are reviewed by. knowledgeable people including other 
scientists. The income - "dividends" if that sounds. more politically 
salable to you - would provide a long-term information· b~se about the 
Sound which will have enormous value to Alaska in the future. 

There is at present an intense fe~eral interest. in the Bering Sea, which I 
believe will result in substantial feder~l and other funds being committed 
to marine research in that area .. It makes sense to complement those 
activitjes by extending these efforts to Prince William. So'und and the Gulf 
of Alaska. By integrating these two efforts, Alaska would ultimately have 
access· to information which will lead to a better understanding of · 
complex marine systems. Without this knowledge and given the increasing 
sophistication in fisheries harvest technology, there is· a good chance 
Alaskan offshor~ waters will be fished out completely in the next 25 
years, 

. . . ' . 
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Regarding. other uses for the fund~ I am in no position to make any 
judgments, except to say that based on my limited knowledge further land 
purchases would seem excessive. · 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

" ·' 



.. Juneau Center 
School of Fisheries and Ocean Science·s 

University of Alaska Fairbanks 
11120 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, Ala.ska 99801 

Restoration Office 
645 G,Street 
Anchorage 
AK 99508 

(907) 465-6441 Office 
· (907) 465-6447 FAX 
. fysfqs j@ aurora.alaska.edu 

. EXXON YALOEZ OIL SPilt 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL . 

This lett'er is i11.response .to .your.request.for Public Comments on 
the use of Restoration Reserve. 

:. '· 
' 

I have been· i.nvolved in research of. the aquatic resources in Alaska. 
and elsewhere for more than ;fifty years. · ·.ourirlg this t~me I have 
seen the group of so-called science adm,~nistrators grow in numbers 
and strength. These· people· specify what ' should be researched 
within narrow boxes.· ·Success is always measured in immediate pay
off. In Alaska today • one can only ·obtain ·support for applied 
projects whether this be from Se~ G~ant, S-K Funds, Alaska Science 
and Technology Foundation or others. · 

• • 1 • • •• • ' • 

In the Far East of Russia we see a different picture. A-short train 
ride outside Vladivostok is a Science City consisting of seven 
large. building complexes and about 10 000 people from Academicians 
to janitors~ ·The Russin Academies of Science are doing remarkably 
well in spite of many economic problems ... ·The Russians know the 
value of basic science,.which in 80 years lifted them from serfs to 
a worid leader in natural sciences~· History sho~s that any gain in 
_basic science soon can be transla~eq into a~plications. 

·My suggestion is to establish an infla.tion..;.adjusted 
sppport of basic science in_ Alaska.: The current NSF 
can serve a~ a mbdel except ori a much smaller scale 
a few disciplines. 

endowment for· 
organization 

and with only 

I see this as -the bnly w~y to solve some fundamental problem~ in 
.Alaska. 

Sincerely yours,· 

~ a .. "?~~-. o1J A~ Mathisen 
Professor Emeritus, SFOS 

.,·· 
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Euon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite.401 · .·. · 
At1chorage. AI< 99501-3451 

Dear Tr~tees: 

9940 N~rpolnt Dr.tve 
Anchorage;AK. 99507:, 

. ~ . ' 

· - . 29 Sept~mber 19.97 ·. 

• ,. t 

. · .. 
I understand you have set aside over $110 million in a 

Restoration Reserve fund and are asking the public to comment on 
how best to use this money. 

I urge you to use the money in' ways which will, first and . 
foremost, benefit the places and wildlife that inhabit them. rn other 

·words, not that which will benefit people, but that which will peneflt 
the non~human life so devastated by the oil spill. 

Spend it on as much habitat acquisition as possible. Protect 
what's left from further harrn. The habitat purchases you have made 
to date are, for the most part, wonderful. However, I urge you to 
make more of the purchases conservation easements rather than fee 

· simple. The purpose of habitat acq utsltion, of any credible · · 
restoration, is to prevent further harm, not to provide recreation or 
development oppartunities for humans. I also urge you to spend less 
time .negotiating price--it's clear from what's happened with Eyak 
Corporation lands that the longer you negotiate the better the chance 
that you will be "protecting'' clearcuts. 

Also, look into creative ways of ptotectlng·Jands. For example, 
explore other options with Chugach Corporation concerning their 
lands in the Bering River area. Surely this corporation that has never · 
provided a dividend for its· shareholders would be interested in a 
trade or conservation easement purchase that would actually make 
money Instead of siml'lY cut trees. 

If you've bought aU the lands that are available in the spill 
area, Investigated all the possibilities to protect remaining . 
wilderness, and you still have money left over in the Restoration 
Reserve, th~n I urge you to spend lt only on non~Jntrusive long~term 



SEP-29-97 MOH 04:14 PM 

studles of affected species. After observJng and partlclpatlng ln some 
of the research going on in Prince WilHam Sound, I am convinced 
that radio-Implanting, blood-sampling, lethal or non-:-lethal taldng 
do~n't give us any lnfonnatlon that we can't get through simply 
obsexving the animals over a long period of time. · · 

Please don't use this reserve money to fund those scientists 
whose work only makes the lives of those most affected by the oil-- · 
river otters, sea otters, harlequin ducks, the list is so long--harder 
rather than easter. Please put the welfare of the place and those 
animals who live there first when considering how to make amends . 
for the oU spUl tragedy. · · · 

Sincerely, 

Marybeth Holleman 

P.el 
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September 29, 1997 

Molly McCammon,· Director · . 
EVOS Council Restoration Office 
645 G. Street 
Anchorage, AK 99508 

Dear Ms. McCammon: · · 

. ' 

I woul~ u_ige that the EV9S Council continue \vith the budget set-aside to create the $l50 
million endowment fund by 2002. The endowmcntfund should be established for marine 
research .. Alaska needs such research to include Oceanography, fisheries, ·.intertidal studies . 
and other madrie-related ~isciplines. · · 

The Exxon-Valdez disaster ·dernonstiaied to the woild·the woeful shortcomings in our 
preparation for a significant oil spill; It 'exposed the lack. of. information on Prince. William 
Sound and Gulf of Alaska currents, and harshly brought to ~uention the importance of the 
creatures of the sea to our people. · 

The endowment will provide the scientific comrn,uruty. with. the resources to .discover what is 
causing the wide .swings in animal:populationsin.Aiaskap., .. waters. It will offer educational 
opportunities (0 both the scientific community and th~ educationai institutions .of ~aska. 

; ' ) ,· 

It· has been laudable to purchase habitat with 42% · of the, settlement funds, but now we must 
address the legacy we will leave our children and t.Q.e world, so much more than a one-time 
jnvestrrient. The. science endowment will instead allow ·an ·on-going investment in our future. 

. . . ... . . - . ' . ' 

Thank you for. allowing me to co~ent on .the usage· of th.es~ ,funds .. · · 

[". 

illard E. Dunham 
·P.O. Box. 27 . 

Seward, Alaska 99664 
. (907) 224-5623 or Fax (907) 224-7318 .. 

P.2· 
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Alaska Sea Grant College Pl'agram 
?.0. Box 755040 
Fairbanks. AK 99775-5040 

141001 

University of Alaska Fairbanks 
School of Fish>=!ries and Ocean Sr::iences 

Phone (907) 474·7086 • Fax (907) 474-6285 
http://into.alaska.adu/UAJUA_Fairbanks/SeaGrant/home.html 

EVOS Trustee Counctl 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99508 

Re: Restoration Reserve 

Dear Trustees: 

30 September 1997 

ThiS letter is to urge you to use the restoration reserve to address the greatest hazard 
to the future of our coastal and marine resources within the spill affected area and 
beyond; our ignorance of the coastal and marine ecosystems and the processes that 
drive them. Assuring the long term wise use and enjoyment of these resources is . 
dependent on the knowledge we are able to gain. The $150 million restoration reserve 
should be used to address the needs for knowledge in the spill affected area, while 
recognizing that the spill affected area is not separate from the broader eco!System. of 
the Gulf of Alaska. 

Addressing future knowledge needs is a different task than the EVOS Trustees have· 
. been dlilllenged with over recent years, that of assessing·damage and recovery within 

the spill affected area. Therefore I recommend that you modify the governance to 
better fit the task ahead. The new governance structure should look to the models that 
have placed U.S. science in a world leadership position. It should recognize that the 
critical task in advancing knowledge in new areas is in seeking and recognizing the 
right questions, not merely seeking clever approaches to answers of stock questions. 
Thus the new governance should provide a more open and aggressive process of. 
consultation with the government and academic science communities, and should 
establish a more open proposal and scientific review process. Whereas the proposal 
and review process adopted by the Trustees for a retrospective analysis may have 
been useful and effective, recbgnizing that addressing knowledge needs of ocean and 
coastal systems will progress more effectively with a more science based approach, 
versus the management based approach now being used. 

It is difficult for the political climate to recognize the long~tenn nature of gaining 
knowledge of natural systems. I encourage that the fund be used for the long term, 
not merely the next 20 years. 

Director 

Malnina ensure the future of Alaska's marine resources slnc:e 1970. 

. .... 
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NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
. Restoration Office · · · · · · 

645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99508 ..... 

Dear Trustee Council Members: 

Alaska Fisheries Science Center 
7600 Sand Point Way N.E., FfAKC 
BIN C15700 

. Seattle, W asbington 98115-0070 .. . . ~·· 

. .. · September 30,1997 

. .. 
:......-~ ··-·· .,.. .• 

. r~ . 

• •'t 

The current issue of Restoration Update (Vol. 4(3), Aug~t-September; 1997) featUres an article . . . 

describing creation of the Restoration Reserve which is expected to reach a value of 
approximately $150 million by 2002. The article also outlined several alternative approaches to 
future use and management of Reserve funds, and sqlicited public comment on these· alternatives. 
!·appreciate this opportunity to provide comment in support of using Restoration Reserve assets 
to establish a pennanent endowment to support environmental research and monitoring. 

. . 

During the eight years since the ~h Valdez oil spill, the Trustee's science program has 
generated research findings that have proven invaluable to resource managers and users of 

·coastal marine resources. Initially, research was-focused on understanding and quantifying 
damages. The results of this research reRresent the most thorough documen~ation ofoil spill · 
impacts·ever achieved and led directly to the $900 million settlement with Exxon of litigation 
arising from the spilL Since the settlement, the research focus has shifted to restoration and 
providing information fo~ the long term management of the spill area. 

As a researcher, and now as a research administrator, I have often been struck by the vast extent 
ofAlaska's marine en\ironment and the resources thlit it nurtw'es. In contrast, relatively little is · 
known about the complex environmental and biological factors that mfluence the continued 
health of these resources. The suite of rcstora~on studies made possible over the last few years 
by Trustee funding have provided a welcome and needed addition to the knowledge base. The 
Restoration Reserve provides a long tenn opportunity to further our. knowledge about the ~arine 
environment. . 

Specifically, I endorse: 

a. The concept of a pennanent Restoration Reserve fund, focused on long term research 
in support of continued wise management and better understanding of Alaska's 
marine resources, both in the spill area and throughout the State. 

' ' ~ " . ' 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
September 30,J997 
Page two I' 

b. The establishment of a permanent organization to administer the Restoration Reserve 
endowment. Such an organization should have representation from appropriate state, 
federal, native and private interests. Functions of the organization would include.: 

1. Administration of the endowment in a manner that provides for preservation of 
the initial capital and the generation of income over time. 

2. Development of a strategic investment plan that details broad goals, objectives 
and strategies for how to invest the endowment income. This plan should be: 
developed in an interactive/participatory and public process. 

3. Implementation the strategic investment plan over time by developing 
armual/short term operational investment strategies consistent with the goals of 
the strategic plan. · · · 

I appreciate the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

~
. 

-~ 
. B Siger 

Science & Research Director 
Alaska Region · 
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Alaska :sealif:~ Ce·nter. 
w,indow.s to· i"b·~ ·s.ea. ; ~ 
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-. i 

Ms. Molly McCammon · 
Executive Dir~tor · 

· . Exxon Oil Spill Trustee Coqncil · 
645 G Street · 

. Anchorage; Alaska 99508 · 

Pear Molly, 

. . . ~ . 
' ' ' . ·. ·-·· 

. SepteJ!lber-30~ 199i 

' : ~- . 

'· 

• • . , •. • I ' , , •' ' ' , • •. ':• •' , ,• • •. , . , •. • ', 

Please accept !fte enclo$ed letterin response to the Trustee .Council request .for inp~t.. . . : '. 

:'.·. 

' " . 
' . 

. . . . ' . . . . . r:. . . . . ·.· . . . 

. While I am not an imminent scientist, l. have been itivolved irt" support and :~ariag~ment {)f the ~frons o/ 
major universities and gov.emment.agencies iri the area:ofm&iirie i:'esearcJ:t~' . ''· ', . ' 

. . . ·. . ' ' . ' . ' . . 
·.'• · .. 

· My experiences ~e also ~f· 4t.e GulfofMexicci, the waters. 'Of oth~r· natio~~ ~r· fn .international waters. ; .· 
. The prinCiples of what I have witnessed are the same." however .. Good research, conducted overa:IQng : · · ·. ' ... 

period of tir,ne and the.results coordinated and made avaiiable to decision·~ttkers', are criric'at to the:'wls~ ' 
use ·of naturalresources. · · · · · · · · · : · · · ... · · 

.. t 

My experience also includ~s 'workil.g with focal and natiot1all~vel.progrcrins whereby partn~rsJ:tips~oY.e~ a~ • 
long period of time were effective in s'ol ving maririe-rel~tted. problems on a tong-t~mt b~is:. AgaiD~ in·· ··. 

·these .local and National Estuary Programs,.the undertaking offesearch and, the ~oordinati~n •. · . . · ·. 
management and dissem.inati~IJ of information was (and .continues to bt:) 'a critic~ factO:r :ror su~ss· of 

. human ac~vity.management; . . . '. . . . . . . . . .· ·. . ' ; ·.· ,·' . ·. ·.. ' ; ' :' · .. · .. .. · .. ' 

I • ' • 

Fro~ another quarter, the Ocem Dril!ing Program, conducted b'y\iniversities. along the Gulf of M~xico : · · · 
coast, is another example ''of farsighted 'research and sharing of inform.ation· that paved the way ,for use of ·• ' 
natural resources without the adve.rse side effects experienced in the past: · · · 

' ··. 
In all of the above ~stances, either a government agency-or·indilstrY.chan.tpioned,the,p~i'Suit:tir~~ri:· .... · .: :· 
long-term researchand infomiation-shafing. ·The Trustee Council.appears to fi~ this role of initiator and ... ·. 
sponsor. It would be a greatlegacy for them! ' · . · · · · .. · 

Sincerely, 

· .. 
. · ... .. .. 

;.,_ . 

) . 

·:·. 

' . ., .·· 
P . 6 . · 8 o • ·' l. ~ 2 9 • S • · ., • r d , '·A . I .a s k a · 9· 9 6: 6 :4 

,p h '" 1\ < ( 9' 0 7 l '2 2 '4 • ~ 0 8 o: • ' F • X (. 9 0 7 ) 2 2· 4 •. ~ ~- 9 ·I 

.. ',• 

'' 

· .... · 
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. 0/Jk.e of the Executive Director 

Ms Molly ~1CCrull.flion. 
. E)(ecutive Dfrector : . 
Enon Oil Spiil Trustee Council 
645 (J Street · · · 

-Alaska Seai..lfe C.e·nter ·· 
Ul in-~·o·w s. t.o tb e.· !cea. 

September 30, 1 ~97 · 

". · . 

'.. · . 

. . .. -

' .. ,· 
.. ·.,. 

'.· . 

~;: . : . . '.: 

Anchorage, All:lSka 99508 ··.·. ·.·-· .···;' 

. . 

Dear Ms McCammon, 
: - . . 
'' 

. I urge the Trustees of the Council to adopt a courselilf action that will tuce the impa~t of the Restoration. 
Reser\re far into the future. · . · · . . . 

I also -recommend that. this cou~se of a!=tion embrace the afeas of endeavor· n~cessaryJo .ensure that the·. 
work of the Council continues on in~o the future. Habitat protection and managemellt.'Iong-terin . 

. integrated an !I targeted r:eseareh, and public education are all necessary- to ensure the full: range of' effect 
fQrmanagement of human activity impact on the marine enviroiunent.· . . . . . .. · ' ·. . . 

. . . ~." . ' - ' 

.... ··· ... · 

~002 

J'he establishment of a permanent endowment _ro catty this work iitto the futur-e is ~triinently desii~bie. 
Q,f primary importance is the establishment of a continuing program ofdata management and .. · . ' ' . '. .. ) 
dissemination. This prograin; coupled with an integrated and targeted research progl-am will facilitate'_ the : .... 
effective management of habitat. already purchased and of the significant seaward -forces which affect the. 
health of the marine environment.. · · · · · . 

I would also recorrimend _tltat a su~cessor ~rgariization to the Trustee Council-be established; The · 
organization could include many or ail of the same member agenci~s; but should aiso add a significant 
public element. It wou1db~ imponant that significant economic and culroral gtoups wh~s~ interests lie 
in the Gulf environment,· feel a partnership in the process of contipuing the work. · 

I believe that the issue of the Restorcition Reserve is the opportunity for the Council to make their mark 
on Alaska and the Gulf of Alaska far into the future. I offer that the establisl.tllleil( .of a major 1png~t¢rm. 
program of monitoring, research, information managem~nt and infoimation diss~mination at ~Y levels, ·. 
is critical to ensuring that work already performed, results already gained, and habitat already procured, 
will be protected and more effectively managed far into the future. ' .· 

It ~ill be the policies pf the federal agencies, the statutes and'enforce'lnent· of, state law~ the "decisi~ns of ... · · 
· the captains of industry and the everyday actions and v.otes. of the citizen that will make. the · · 
difference ....... they must have the bestknowledge avaihibl~ to help th~mact wisely! 

' . . . . . . . . . 

Sincerely; 

~(l.(~-~en B. H;endric s 

P.O. B 11 x 1_329 • s • .,· .• ,d .. Al·a·,.·k~. 996'64 
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A.hi$ka SeaLt:fa.Cen·ter· ... · · 
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w t n d o w s t. o t b e · s e' a · · .· 

September ~ 1997 
·,,_. 

· · Ms. Mouy Mccammon· · 
·Executive Director · . . . ,.·: .. 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill trustee Coi:!ncH · 
645 G Street . . .·: ·. , . 

Anchorage, Alaska · 

Dear Ms. McCammon, ' . . ' . . 

· .. · I reconun.Cmd tbe Trustees of the Council emph~iie p~bllc educatjon as·the ~chide for 
enhancing and maintaining restoration, habitat protection·andre$earchll1lonit6ring · 
projects for generations to come. Through establishment of a.well.;.funded, multilevel.. . 
public education program; the Council can insure ma:Xirillun impacts.and. benefits fr~m.it.S. 
combined projects: · · · · · · · · · · · ·. · , · . · · · : 

.. · .. 

Purchasing habitat can protect small eco$ysteoi parCels from immedi~e hiJnian.iJnpacis~' .. 
but what about those who live upstream? Research and monitoring can·help agents of the • · 
government manage .resources. but what about ~ daily acti()RB .of the con:Unon man? A .... 
strong public education program can integrate the oth~rwis.e dispamtc facets of the . 
CoUncil's work. · . ; . · · · 

.· ... · 
.. · .. ' 

The establishment of a pemianent endowment c!Ui supp~rfand.soiidify the.Councll's . 
. efforts. H;lbitat protection·,· researeh and long-term· moni~oring can ~ape a foundatioti·for . 
the future. Public educatio·n can build upon that fouhdat~on, cons~cting. a frazne~ork · .. 
that promotes restoration'sl~ting'affects. · · . .. · · · 

. ; . 
·,'. 

; . 

R~storation and management are neeessary. Rese~h and in~nitori~$ wilhuppoz-t the .·. 
. Council's goals. But public education can interpret and disseminate the.results. PUblic··. · 
education can transfonn restoration, management,· research and monitorhig into ui;eful. 
information and tools for responsible daily living and deciSion o:iaking. ·· · 

. . . ' . "• '• .. 

After thineen years in the classroom and four years at the·.Texas 5Vtte .At}Uatium .. 
(implementing environmental edu.Cation programs for all •ges and .wi:Uks oflife),.I firmly. 
believe in education as the singular instrument for effective, enduring change. Through .·. 
education, the Council can garner support from the voting community while truiy . 
changing history for the citizens of AlaSka and:t};!e global fr.~temity. · · · 

Sincerely, . ' . . . . 

hi f)~ 
Leslie Peart · · ·. 

· Discovery Education Director 
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Office of the Mayor 
/his pacJu.f ~ 
W/4h.L I0/3}qj-TC.. . 
bind01. 

jq.~k Cushing 
·'\_ 

. (907) 235-8121 
Homer City Hall 491 E. Pioneer Avenue Homer; AK 99603 Fax 235-3140 

September 12, 1997 

MoUy McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street. Ste. 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

/ l 

I am writing again to call your attention to the City of Homer's efforts to protect 115 acres of undeveloped land on the 
Homer Spit and Beluga Slough and to encourage your support of EVOS Small· Parcel Pi:ogram Ftindiilg to make the 
permanent prQtection of this land possible. 

This week the Homer City' Council passed Resolution 97-72 (attached) in support of the Homer community-'s effort to 
secure $1.3 million in EVOS funds to pu'Cbase 69 acres of critical intertidal habitat on Mud Bay, nearly 40 acres and 
the last major undeveloped property on Beluga Slough. and 6 acres ofbeacbfront habitat across from the public fishing 
hole on the Homer Spit. The City Council's resolution was passed in recognition of the importance that conServation 
of these two highly visible and widely visited areas have to Homer's qualiiy of life as well as i~ economic future. 

Over the years, the City of Homer has supported the efforts by the State of Alaska, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and private organizations to protect the resources ofKachemak Bay, the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough. This included 
the establishment of both the Kachemak Bay and Beluga Slough Critical Habitat Areas, the nomination of Kachemak 
Bay as part of the National Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS) of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), and the bay's designation as a site within the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 
Network (WHSRN), as well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's purchase of land within Beluga Slough and its 
current efforts to establish a visitor's center there. The City has also recently agreed to donate a permanent 
conservation easement on 26 acres of City-owned land on the Homer Spit. which may be a first for a municipality in 
Alaska. The City of Homer is very appreciative of the State and Federal governments' ongoing efforts to protect the 
Spit and Slough, and hopes you will maintain the momentum of your previous efforts by supporting the City's highest 
conservation priorities in these unique and important areas that soon could be altered. by inappropriate development. 

The City would also again like to express its willingness to the Trustees Council to become the long-term steward of 
property purchased with EVOS Small Parcel program which would free both the State and Federal government oflong- · 
term management responsibilities. · · 

Sincerely, 

CITY OF HOMER 

Jack Cushing, Mayor 

"WHERE THE LAND ENDS. A!\:D THE SEA BEGINS." !f 

; .. 
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CITY OF HOMER 
HOMER I ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 97-72 

...,. ·.1 • "I,'. ~ \ ' 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOMER CITY COUNCIL- HOMER SPIT 
AND BELUGA SLOUGH LAND CONSERVATION AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE. 

Mayor 

WHEREAS, the City of Homer supports the nomination of eight (8) 
properties on the Homer Spit and one (1) property in Beluga Slough to the 
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council as parcels meriting special consideration 
for small parcel program funding; and 

WHEREAs, the City of Homer supports the acquisition of these 
properties on a willing seller basis to protect intertidal lands that 
have been identified as critical habitat to animal species, and the 
subsistence and recreational activities affected by the oil spill; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Homer recognizes that the protection of these 
properties as open space will help maintain the quality of life for 
residents of Homer and the Kenai Peninsula, and provide educational 
opportunities for schools and other educational institutions for 
generations to come; and 

WHEREAS, the City< of Homer supports the protection of these 
properties as key to the growth of a nature-based tourism industry that 
continues to enhance the City's economic base and provides new and 
diverse job opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Homer recognizes that the protection of these 
properties will assist the ongoing work of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the State of Alaska Department of Fish & Game, and the Kachemak 
Heritage Land Trust"to identify and protect the unique resources of the 
Homer Spit and Beluga Slough. · 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Homer, Alaska support_s the purchase of the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough 
properties identified by the Exxon Valdez Trustees Council as parcels 
meeting special consideration for permanent conservation purposes. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this eth day of September I 1997 by the Homer City 
Council.-- · < ·./ 

CITY OF HOMER 
""--\ 

ATTEST: 

. CALHOUN, CMC, CITY CLERK 

Fiscal note: na 



Tc: Nancy ?::.rr Fro]: Nancy McQue~~ 

P. 0. Box 1.:5 
Moorhead, Mlnne~ta 56561 

(218) 2.:5.3-5156 
Phone/faX 

August 3, 1997 

Mary-14302 

Aug 25 1997 Page 2/3 

The Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor, State of Alaska 
Post Office Bo~ 11001 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 GOVERNOR'S OFFIC! 
Dear Ton~: 

I wanted to drop you a personal note to voice my support for using Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill funds for purchasing intertidal lands on the Homer Spit and 
at Beluga Slough, In Homer. These are the ~ame parcels that the American Bird 
Conservancy, the Ornithological Counci I, Dr. George West, and others have 
written you about. f have conducted shorebird and other waterbird surveys 
a I ong the Homer Spit and Beluga· Slough and I can at test to the importance of 
these habitats for waterbirds. 

Mud Bay, at the head of the Spit, receives tremendous use by migrating 
shorebirds In late April and early May. Mud Bay is especially important for 
western sandpipers, dunlins, and short-billed dowitchers. The sandpipers and 
dunlins have a series of traditional resting and feeding areas scattered along 
their migration route from wintering areas in California to breeding areas in 
western Alaska. Kacbemak Bay and Lower Cook Inlet contain the last of these 
important feeding areas before the long last leg of their Migration to the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, and Mud Bay is clearly one of the two most important· 
feeding sites in this area. Beluga Slough, while receiving less total 
waterbird use than Mud Bay, supported the highest diversity or waterbirds 
during :ur surveys. Other areas a.Jon111 the Homer Spit also receive high 
shorebird use. The rocky areas on the seaward side of the spit, in 
particular, can be especially important for a large proportion of the world's 

·population of surfbirds, and also black turnstones. 

Shorebirds rely on traditional feeding are_as during migration. Not all 
shorebirds stop at every feeding area available to them; some leap-froa over 
one feeding area to go to the ne~t feeding area. However, the feeding areas 
In Lower Cook Inlet are especially important as they are the last major 
feeding areas before reaching the major breeding area on the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta. IP these feeding areas are lost due to degradation or development, 
many shorebirds could arrive on the breeding grounds in a weakened condition, 
because they will not migrate back to feeding areas they rassed by. 

Environmental Assessments • Endangered Species Act Compliance • Wetlands Mitigation • Avian Resaan:h 
Habitat Ennancement • Ash and Wildlife Inventories • Information and Education • Large Resean:h Library 



To. : N a n c y P =. rr 
From: Nancy McQueet· 

Sustained shorebird populations are fairly important to local economies in 
Alaska. Ecich spring hundreds ot bird-watchiiig tourists make a pilgrimage to 
Cordova to watch the shorebird migration; recently, smaller numbers have 
started going to Homer to watch shorebirds there as well. 

Mud Bay and Belusa Slough are.important to other species besides shorebirds. 
Hundreds of ducks congregate and feed at both sites, and beluga whales, sea· 
otters, and harbor seals can be found in Mud Bay at high tide. Farther out 
along the spit, hundreds of seaducks, grebes, loons, and terns consregate. · 

All in all, these are unique sites in Homer that should be protected to the 
maximum eKtent possible. 

On a per~onal note, Sue is get tins ready to enter her last year in scbonJ. 
She has two rigorous courses left, and then some community eKPerience 
requirements before graduating. She took two courses this !NIIIIeT to 1 ighten 
her fall load. Our son, Thosaas, is developing just fine. He is healthy and 
growing li)e a weed. He already boa developed his awn sense or humor, is just 
startina lo get his first teeth, loves his vegetables, and knows the pets 
names. He hardly ever fusses unless there is reason, he loves going out in 
public, and he always smiles at people. 

1l}::U t Jtr~ 
Michael R. North 



COOK o INLETo KEEPER._. 
August 29, 1997 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
EVOS Trustees Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Re: EVOS Homer Spit & Beluga Slough Acquisitions , 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

~ ~©~OW~IQ). 
. SEP 3 19q7 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCil 

The Cook Inlet Keeper is a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting Cook Inlet and the life it . . 
sustains. I write now to support the efforts of the Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, the City. of Homer and .. 
the Trust for Public Land, to protect undeveloped parcels on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough. · 

The Homer Spit and Beluga Slough are exceptional resource areas which support myriad bird, plant and 
. invertebrate life, and which provide residents and tourists with outstanding recreational opportunities .. 
Recent commercial and residential deveiopment activities, however, have encroached on these special 
areas, and are now jeopardizing the wildlife and recreational val~es which are so important to this · 
community. 

The time to act is now because the pressures on these special areas are immediate and significant. Much 
of the area under consideration is intertidal habitat which was impacted by the EVOS, and the Trustees 
Council would be well-serVed to acquire more of these low-lying coastal habitats under its small parcel 
program. If protected, these important parcels would not only sustain the ncb fish, bird and wildlife 
resources in the areas, but would also serve a large variety of tourists, businesses, residents and school 

· children. Accordingly, on behalf of the members, staff and Board of Directors of Cook Inlet Keeper; I 
-strongly urge the Trustees Council to support the acquisition of these parcels through its Small Par~el 
Program. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

·Executive Director 

P.O. BOX 3269 • HOI'v\ER. ALASKA 99603 • PHONE (907) 235-4068 • FAX (907) 235-4069 • keeper@xyz.net 



KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

August 29, 1997 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

· P. 0. Box 846 • Homer, Alaska 99603 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501"-3451 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

lo)~©L~:nu~lnJ 
lnJ Sc? 2 F97 

~XXON. VALDEL OlL SPILl 
TRUSTEr r.<WMCIL 

The ~achemak Bay Conservation Society strongly urges the Exxon Vald_ez Oil 9PIII Trustee 
Council to acquire the critical shorebird habitat lands on the Hom~r Spit and in Beluga 
Slough. Since the oil spill in 1989, Homer has been experiencing much development that 
is shrinking available habitat on the Spit and in the central Homer area. With the purchase 
of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife lands near Beluga Slough and the impending designation of 
Kachemak Bay as a National Estuarine Research Reserve (NEAR), interest in protecting· 
more of these special, sensitive lands has increaSed, particularly as· more ~pie · 
understand how valuable remaining habitat within the c!ty limits is to growing eco-tourism. 

Already the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Kachemak Heritage Land Trust (KHL T), the .· 
City of Homer, and the .Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), and other tocat 
groups have spent considerable efforts in trying to protect these lands. The City just place9 
some of its Spit tidelands in a conservation easement with KHL T to protect theni in 
perpetuity. More protected tidelands are needed on the already overdeveloped Spit and in 
Beluga Slough to provide habitat for migrating shorebirds and waterfowl and to really 
achieve our goals in the International Shorebird Reserve Network. As more people come to 
Homer to se~ our now abundant migratory bird populations, it is vital that we preserve some 
of the dwindling habitat. With the itnpending designation of Kachemak Bay as a. NEAR 
through the efforts of local citizens and ADF&G, these lands in the heart of Homer will 
provide areas for teaching thousands of school children, residents, q_nd ·visitors about th~ 
abundance and diversity of our marine estuary system. 

Certainly the acquisition of these "properties meriting special consideration" by the Trustee 
Council will be a significant step toward protecting some very accessible, rich intertidal 
lands and low-lying coastal habitat. · 

Sincerely, 

~·~ .jz~-·-··· 
Nina Faust, Co-Chair 
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Kachemak Heritage Land Trust 
oreservlng, for public benefit, land with signifl~~nt natural, recreational or cultural 

values by working with willing landowners 

September 2, 1997 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street. Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Molly, 

PO Box 2400 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

(907} 235-5263 

-~ 
l 
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EXXON VALD::.-~. OiL SPIU. 
TRUsrcc rrqalr'L !;I., "'·.I·JI ,,,f 

We deeply appreciate all the time and effort you and the Trustee Council have spent carefully evaluating the various 
lands proposed for protectJon In Homer. 1 am wrttlng you today to again voice KHL rs support for the acquisition of the 
proposed Homer Spit and Beluga Slough properties being considered under the Small Parcel Habitat Protection Program. 

Kachemak Heritage Land Trust is the oldest land trust in Alaska and is charged with a mission to protect. for public 
efrt, land on the Kenai Peninsula with significant natural, recreational and/or cultural values by working with willing 
.owners. Based upon our cfear mission, it is most appropriate that we wm in partnership with the Exxon Valdez Oil 

;:)pill Trustee Council, the Trust for Public Land and the City of Homer to ensure that significant wildlife habitat on the 
Homer Spit and in nearby Beluga Slough are protected forever. TheSe ecologically critical lands are hosts to thousands of 
migratory shorebirds, invertibrates and plant communities and have been identified, through our extensive conservation 
mapping project. as some of the most significant areas of conservation priority on the Kenai Peninsula. 

It is important to note. that the lands proposed for conservation are adjacent to other protected lands. The City of 
Homer is preserving 26 acres of Spit property through a conservation easement with KHL T and intends to place the 
remaining adjacent property in a newly created conservation zone. They are also working to increase the tidal flushing of 
some key Spit habitat land. KHL T and the Trust for Public Land are working together to permanently protect Beluga 
Slough property adjacent to land owned and protected by the U.S. FISh and Wildlife Service. The preservation of the 
lands proposed for acquisition will allow Homer to permanently retain whole areas of habitat and scenery critical to the "face 
of Homer,~ our local economic vitality and. our quality of life. 

Thank you again for your consideration of the acquisition of Spit and Beluga Slough properties. If you have any 
further questions or concerns we may address, please feel free to call. 

Sincerely. 

Barbara Seaman 
Executive Director 



Homer Spit I Beluga Slough ,Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of -
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Name {Signature) Name {Print) Address Phone Number 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~>~~~~? 
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Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 
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Homer Spit I Beluga Slough . Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
A.4Iskan residents and visitors each year. 

Name (Signature) Address Phone Number 

-

PI se return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 



Homer Spit I Beluga Slough .frotection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Na'me (Signature) Name (Print) Address Phone Number 

.. t /{_:. t..! ...... J_}(> 

~:__r4Jt· ~ WiGtt&JW 

Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 



Homer Spit I Beluga Slough Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Name (Signature) Name (Print) Address 

Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 

-
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Homer Spit I Beluga Sloug~, Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Phone Number 

Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 
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Homer Spit I Beluga .Slough .Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Name (Signature) Name (Print) Address Phone Number 

Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 



Homer Spit I Beluga Slough Protection Project 
We the undersigned support purchase.: of key parcels of private 
property from willing sellers un the Homer Spit and in Bel_uga 
Slough by the EXxon Valde7. Oil Spill Trustee Council in order lu 
preserve important wildlife habitat for spill-injured species that 
is used and viewed by thousands of Alaskan residents and 
visitors each year. 

(Signature) Name (Print) 

~)~~ 
Address Phone Number 
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Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 



Homer Spit I Beluga Slough Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property · 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Coundl in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Phone Number 
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Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 
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Homer Spit I Beluga Slough. Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Name (Signature) Name (Print) Address Phone Number 

Pie Ene(~m petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 
/ . 



Homer Spit I Beluga Slough, ··Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil SPfll Trustee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Address Phone Number 

'f 

~.oliiLL;.I,~F--r~~"""-'-~:::;.L...:.+-~..K...L.,j~---L.::::.....J........:::;J:..::..:..!j~~.::;.L-::......f..D..UU..:::::I---'-' r -d l3~tt ~ 
~f-4-~~~:~..W&""'""'-j;...y..~~---:::l. ...... ~...._.s...s;...;~--LJ.L.r-l.lf..-Z.-..IIiiC.:..:~---...;;;;..u~-.u...;.z.,loii~';..l..l- 9<'!>-2 z... 'ilf ~j 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~JJ) 
~~~~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ qq~3 
~~~~~~--~~~~~----~LL~~~rn~~~~~qq~t 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~5(~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-L~~~fRsit 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~-??~r 
"~~~~~~~----~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~2~~~/&J 

1.. ~ ') 0\ <.'t 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ac~k 4q~9~~ 
~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'~.~~~ 
~~e;:;;=~=---~~.!.__12.!2:~~-....25:~LlLL~~~2!:...1~lli..O ):t_ Js ~ .. , ) )') 

ease retu.m petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 
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Homer Spit I Beluga Slough Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcel5-of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit a)d in Belu~ Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trbstee Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Name (Signature) Name (Print) Address Phone Number 

/3-o-c: . .t..--)'1._ 
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Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 



Homer Spit I Heluga Slough Protec~ion Project 
. . 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Coundl in order to preserve im}X>rtant wildiife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Aiaskan residen.ts and visitors each year. r 

Address Phone Number 

--

. !' Y) 8 L;, ·' l 
Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 



Homer Spi~ I Beluga Slough Protection Project 

We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private property 
from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga Slough by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee .Council in order to preserve important wildlife 
habitat for spill-injured species that is used and viewed by thousands of 
Alaskan residents and visitors·each year. 

Name (Signature) Name (Print) Address Phone Number 

~~~~~~~~~~~---L~~~~~~~~~J~SL·,51y 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---b~~ 

Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400,Homer, Alaska 99603 



IIomcr Spit I Beluga Slough· Protection Project 
We the undersigned support purchase of key parcels of private 
property from willing sellers on the Homer Spit and in Beluga 
Slough by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council in order to 
preserve important wildlife habitat for spill-inj~rcd species that 
is used and viewed by thousands of Alaskan residents and 
visitors each year. 

Name (Signature) Name (Print) Address Phone Number 
(_ _d-~ 
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Please return petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska 99603 



I 
I Office of the Mayor. 

Jack Cushing 
. .(907).235-812~ 

· Homer City Hall 491 E. Pioneer Avenue~ Homer, AK 99603 Fax: 2.'35-3140 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

· Exxon Valdez.Oil SpillTrusfee C.ou!JGi( 
645 G Street, Suite 401· · . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-345 L 

D.ear Ms·. McCamrilon:. 

The ·City of Homer is pleased to p~icipate in supporting the nominations of the foliowing properties on 
the Homer Spit and Beluga. Slough for consideration of funding under the Sr:nall Parcel Habitat Protection 
Program. The Trust for Pupli~ Land (TPL) currer1tly has options to purchase these properties, which 
total more than 188 acres. TPL is still in negotiations with the property owners of several other high · 
priority properties, and hopes to submit additional nomination forms in the .coming weeks. 

The City of Homer has a long history of being interested in ·acquiring private property on the Homer Spit 
· to put into a protected status, and leave undisturbed for future generations. Some of the efforts 

undertaken by the City, and some of the tmjque characteristics of the Homer Spit and Beluga, Slough are 
. describe.d below. · · · · · · 

• The 1990 Homer Comp~ehensive Plan Land Use Map· designated everything north of the Fishin •· Hole 
Lagoon and Beluga Slough as public/governmental. 

. . 

• ln 1990 the City traded a publicly. owned lot on the Small Boat Harbor side of the Homer Spit for a 
lot on the V{est side or the Spit to protect the undisturbed view and allow public access to the beach. 

. . . . ' ' . . : . . . . . . 

• The City is concurr~ntly, along with this application, preparing a proposal to the-EVOS Trustees for · 
a project.at Mariner Park which would reintroduce flushing of the park area, to protect and enhance 
habitatresources. - · · . 

• The. natural resources of the Homer Spit is enjoyed by over 100,000 visitors each-y_eai-. 

• The Annual Shorebird. Festival,. which takes place almost entirely on the Homer Spit, is visited by 
over 2,000 birding enthusiasts. 

• In- 1996 the Legislature approved the c~eation of the Beluga Slough Critical- Habitat Area surrounding 
the Homer Airport.- The Critical Habitat Area was overwhelmingly .. endorsed by referendum' by the 
citizens. 

"WHERE 11-lE LAND ENDS. AND 11-lE SEA BEGINS." 



Ms. Molly McCammon 
March l 0, 1997 
Page 2 

• The City of Homer approved in 1996 a conservation easement with the Kachem~k Heritage LanL 
Trust for twenty~six acres on the Homer Spit. · 

• The Spit is host to a traditional silver salmon subsistence fisheries and supports sport darning. 

• The City recently created a new Conservation Zoning District, on which the permitted uses ~e fish 
and wildlife habitat protection and enhancement and marine-life and wildlife sanctuary or pr~serve. 

· In closing, the City of Homer is very excited. about this proposal to .the EVOS Trustees, and are 
confident that acquiring these parcels for habitat protection and recreational uses meets the mandate set 
forth from the .Exxon Valdez settlement. The City would consider taking over stewardship of these · 
parcels if the EVOS Trustees find that would be the most effective method of. protecting the valuable 
resources found on the parcels. · .. · 

CITY OF HOMER 

Sincerely, 

p·~ 
Jack Cushing . · . 

Mayor 

.. I 
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I I 0 l Fmmcenth Su·.:.:t. ~\V 1 

Suite L-100 

Washington, DC 2lll1tl'i-160'i 

Telephone 202-6H2-•HOO 

Fax 2u2-oo2-133l 

May 12, 1997 

Molly McCammon 
. . Executive Director 

. EVOS Trustee CounCil 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Ms.· McCammon, 

'' '· . '.-.. _,._ .. 

I! 

" 

~~©~OW~ [Q) · 
: NAY 1 5 1qq7 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUtJCIL 

... 

On behalf of Defenders ofWildlife,.a national_ conservation organization with 
over 200,000 members and supporters, I am writing to urge your support· in protecting 

·important shorebird habitat in the area of Homer, Alaska .. I lJrge your positive action 
on using funds available from the E:ixon Valdez Oil. Spill (EVOS) Trust to support the 
Kachemak Heritage Land Trust's protection of key habitat. · · 

I understand that the EVOS:,'f.~.stee.Council is seriously considering applying 
funds to. acquire, through the small.'partel program, key tracts of shorebird habitat at .. 
the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough .. For several reasons, we endorse using available · 
funds for th~se acquisitions. First, intertidal resources, including this particular area, 
were damaged by the oil spill in 1989, and restoration of intertidal resources is a s.tated · 
priority of the Trust. Therefore, protection of these .key tracts through acquisition is a ,_ 
particularly appropnate use of those funds: . ·. · 

Second, these tidelands attract tourists and recreationists who enjoy the 
opportunity to view the huge numbers of shorebirds that rely on this habitat. This 

. tourism, which has minimal impact on the birds; provides economic benefits to the 
. area.· Bec~use another priority for the Trust is promotion of tourism that decreased 
because of the spill? this is a second powerful reasori to acquire the parcels by using 
these funds. 

Finally, this area is essential habitat for migrating birds, especially shorebirds. 
This site is a Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network site (hosting over 
100,000 shorebirds each' spring), a designated State Critical Habitat; and the location 
for the popul_ar Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival 

. Protecting these parcels will bring permanent protection to essential habitat for 
shorebirds and fulfill the designated priorities of the EVOS Trust. We hope that you 

. will encourage a positive Council vqte on May 29. 

Laura Hood 
· · Policy .Analyst 

cc:· Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

I 
\ 



Tara.Wal.ker. 
6918 Gemini 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 .. 

~ . . ' . . . . · . . . . . . . . · . .· · .· . . •... ··:::t<~~p;..:·J>ff~I . . 
. ram w,ritip.g to ~ress my support for the purchase of Holl\eJ:' ~~~d~~\:·;{;~:~\:-~ · . 

· land in Beluga Slough and along the spit , through 'the Exxon Va!CieZ -:w:,~;,f~~~j:;;;::·. · 
· Oil Spill Trustee Council's small parcel program. I am an Audubon· : ·.):~~->::::!.;{ ·. ·. . 

member, and a high school teacher. , and I run very aw~e of the . :.·.:\:)~-,~;~~?};.~.:}· ... · 
tremendous importance this area has for migrating shorebirds. I .· >:-.;::);J{:;,?;:_,~::;: 
have attended the Shorebird· FestiVal with groups of children for· . ·· .-~; c·. ·~ . .'.. 

three years.· ~ach year we see more ~d more development along "·· : : · .. •· · _·.:· · 
that world class View road, more filling of tidelands, and less natural ·.·.· :_./. -'' · 
habitats. I know we are not alone in regretting the wood pile from . ·:_,. · ·· · 
the .log transfer site that now dominates the. tandscape at the end of · · .. · ·· 
the Spit. So, I am happy. to· hear that some key parcels are available · · 
for purchase for protection. Jnese. tidelandS pr:ovi~e incredible 

. recreational opporturuties to hike, watch birds, kayak, dig dams and 
pick mussels. All of these, activities were curtailed by the impact of· 
the spill. .I feel this· opportunity to restore these resources through 
habitat acquisition , .along with the areas already designated by the 

. city and the State's Katchenia.k Bay Critical Habitat Area Program, is 
· important . Here is our chance to preserve one of Alas~'s crown · · 
jewels. Thousands of visitors and Alaskan residents enJoy ~s area, · 
and the Shorebird Festival is so special, also beginning to draw· 
national attention~ Please support the protection ofour Spit and ·· . 

. Beluga.Slough, for the ·future of toUrism, for long time Alaskans like 
myself, and for the kids I ~ork with. Thank you very much: 

. . 

Tara Walker . · 

-~1J~· ' . 

< ····:· ••• 

... · · .. ,. 
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.onorable Tony Knowles, Governor · JdAY 2 f997 

P.O.Box 11001 

April 1997 

J.uneau, Alaska 99811 EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILt 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL Dear Governor· Knowies·: 

I' have been following the efforts to protect the Horner Spit and Beluga 
Slough with very great interest and I write to urge yo~ to exert your 
influence io see tha~ some of the financi~l resources available to the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill ··Trustee Counci'l through its· small parcel program 
are put toward this proje~t. · 

The oil spill did significant damage t6 the intertid~L resources of thi~ 
area, impacting the· intertidal habitat and the plants and .. ?nirnals which 
depend upon that habitat. The tidelands along the Horner S~it and in B~luga 
Slough are not only 6ritically important to the ecology of the area, but 
are privateiy o,wned and still obtainable and undeveloped. 

If the "bottom-lin~" .must always be the generation of doliars for local· 
~cohomies, I would only point out the obvious: if the resource is pro
tected, then birdwatchers from all over the world, clam diggers and other 
local re~ieationists will"confinue to pour money into the local economy 
indefinitely. The relatively few people to be employed by commercial de-· 
veloprnent cannot compare with the v~lue of the natural habitat.already 
bringing growing numbers 6f visitors and dollars to area bvsinesses. 

· ·irds are a "renewable resource~ for so ·long as their habitats remain 
.ntact. Biid~w~tching i~ ~he f~ste~t growing recreation in the cio~ntry. 
Birdwatchers tend' to be upper-income people who will travel. anywhere ih 
the world to fi.nd concentrations of the birds they seek to ~drnire. Horner 
is more acc:essible than many other parts of your beautiful big st:ate. To 
throw away the.opportunity to protect this resource is so short-sighted. 
The Oil Spill Trustee Couricil needs to hear this from Alaskans . 

. The Nuttall Ornithological Club is the oldest organization of its ~ind in 
North America. More than a·century ago its members were the founders of 
the American Ornithologists' Un.ion, the AOU. This latter.is the largest 
and most prestigious organization of professional ~rnithologists in North 
America~ I am only one of hundreds Of Nuttall and AOU members who have 
visited the Kenai Peninsula and specifically the ·Homer Sp:ft to see the 
concentrations of migrating shorebird~ for which the are~"is famous, but 
I know I speak for them all. 

Very truly yours, 

!<~·::.,,~ 
Kathleen.S. Anderson 

Mrs. Kathleen AlldenoD. 
22 Winter St. 
Middleboro, MA 02346 

Nuttall Representativ~ to the American Bird Coriservancy 

cc: Mr. Rue, AK Dept. of Fish and Game 
Ms. Williams, EVOS Trustee 
EXXON Valdez Oil Spill Trustee.Coilncil._./ 

( 
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PAUL J. BAICICH• P.O. BOX 404 • OX:9N HILL. MD 20750 • 301/839;J;f.AL. 

Honorable T<?r1y Knowles ' · 0 ~ . ·. \ D i 
' . . t.~ . . ~ ©~fi'W li\\ 

Governor :· : ' -~· ~- l.::V 
P.O. Box 11001 'APR \ 7 1997 
Juneau, AK 99881 

Dear Govemor'Knowles, 

' ' . . 

. EXXON. VALD~Z OlL SPilt 
. - . TRUSTEE COUNC\L 

In a few weeks over 100,000 shorebirds will begin using parts of Kachemak Bay, by Homer, 
for a stopover migration ~ite. This.location was recognized as a site of "international 
importance" as part of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reser:Ve Network at last year's · 
Kachemak B(3Y Shor~bird Festival. 

I also understand that in a few weeks the Exxon Va-ldez Oil Spm Trustee Councit"will be in~ 
position to consider qnce again some trac~s for acquisition through the "small parcel prog·ram" . 
and that these tracts might in.clude··sections_oflhe Homer Spit and Beluga Slough . 

While the-Trustees have committed about $380 million to land acquisition and have made 
some significant purchases, some people take the vie\N that the remaining fun<;ls are best . 
spenuo protect the integnty of remo~e areas that are stm wilderness. This· is c;:ertainly not the 

· ca~e for the Homer Spit, since niuchof the spir_has been developed, Howev~r. developed or. 
not, the area is still of.tremendous"importance to migratory birds and to the people wJ:lo enjoy 
watching ·them. · · · · · · · · · · · 

Let's face it, this is the place the birds themselves have chosen as·an impoitant stopov'er site .. . ' ' . . 

The preservation of these intertidal lands constitutes an appropriate candidate for ·acquisition, 
since intertida-l resources ·were badly damaged by the oil spill. Moreover, these tidelands 
·provide .a series of high-quality recreejtion opportuniti~s -- including wildlife viewing, 
bird-watching, and beach walking. This-sort of_recre~tion -~an economic resource· --was a 

·service that was injured by the spill. · ' · · · · · · · ' . -~ . 

So far, I understand that there has been .little chance ~o acquire tidelands that are important to 
fish and wildlife resources. The Homer Spit does-have priVately owned tidelands, and they 
are fast being developed (e.g., filled for log t~ansfer sites). The City of ·Homer owns some of · 
the tideland~ on the spit, and ~hey are committing their remaining holdings to conservation .. 
Thus, the Homer Spit represents a· real opportunity to contribute to conservation initiative 
supported by local government. · lnde·ed. this _may be the only EVOC acquisition that would 
actually bring tidelands into publiq owner~hip. . , 

While the costs of. these lands may seem. somewhat high (approximately $2 million for about 
110 acres), the value~ for con ser-Iation is great. I hope you can bring the powers. ·of your office 
to resolve this in favor of speodi11g_ appropriate ~oneys from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill fund 

·. , for this. purpose.. · · · _, · ·· · , · · · 
. ,. ~ 

cc: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 



PAUL J. BAICICH • P.O. BOX 404 • OXON HILL. MD 20750 • 301/839-9736 

Mr. Frank Rue 
co·mmissioner 
AK Department of Fish and Game 
1255 W. 8th Street 
Juneau, AK 99802 

Dear Mr. Rue, 

fm~©~DW~j~ 
APR. f 7 1997 l.::.t 

14 Apr 9tXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILl 
· · TRUSTEE . COUNCil 

In a few short weeks over 100,000 shorebirds will begin using parts of Kachemak Bay for a 
stopover migration site. This location was recognized as a site of "international importance" 
as part of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network at last year's Kachemak Bay 
Shorebird. Festival. 

I also understand that in a few weeks the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee· Council will be in a 
position to ·consider once again some tracts for acquisition through the "small parcel program" 
and tl'lat these tracts might include sections of the Homer Spit and. Beluga Slough 

While the Trustees have committed about .$380 million to land acquisition and have made . 
. some very significant purchases, some people take the view that the remaining funds are best 
spent to protect the integrity of remote areas that are still wilderness. This is certainly not the . 
case for the Homer Spit, since much of the spit has been· developed. However, developed or 
not, ·the area is still of tremendous importance to migratory birds and to the people who· enjoy 
watching them. · 

Untimately, however, this is the place the birds themselves have chosen as an knportant 
, . I . • • 

stopover site. . · · 

The preservation of these intertidal lands constitutes an appropriate candidate for acquisition. 
since intertidal resources were badly damaged by the oil spill. Moreover. these tidelands 
provide a series of high-quality recreation opportunities·· including wildlife viewing. 
bird-watching, and beach walking. This sort of recreation •• an economic resource -- was a 
service that was.injured by the spill. · · · 

So far, I understand. that there has been little chance to acquire tidelands that are. important to 
fish and wiidlife ·resources. The Homer Spit does have privately owned tidelands, and they 

· are fast being developed (e.g., filled for log transfer. sites). The City of Homer owns some of 
the tidelands on the spit, and they are committing their remaining holdings to conservation. 
Thus. the Homer Spit represents a real opportunity to contribute to conservation initiative 

· supported by local government. ·Indeed, th.is may be the only EVOC acquisition that would 
actually bring tidelands into public ownership. 

While the costs of these lands may seem somewhat high {approximately $2 million for about 
110 acres). the value for cons·ervation is great. I hope you can bring the powers of your office 
to resolve this in favor of spending appropriate moneys from the. Exxon Valdez Oil Spill fund 
for this purpose. 

cerely, 
. '\ ~ . . 

i\~ . : C\-·.JJ, • . \; ' )J--<-C~ 
Paul J. Baicich 

cc: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 



PAUL J. BJ\.JCICH• P.O. BQX 404 ~ OXON HILL_. MD 20750 • 301/839-9736 :. 

Ms. Deborah Williams 
evos Trustee 
.u.s. Dept. ofth.e Interior 
1689 C. Street Suite #1 QQ. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. Williams, 

. . 

\o) ~©~fi'W~ IDJ 
\D) .; APR" \. 1 i9Q7 

. 1-~ A·~N. VALDEZ 'OIL SPlll 
· : . : lRUSTEE COUNC\t · · 

... . :.-" 
fn just a few weeks short over 1QO,OOQ shorebirds will begin using parts of Kachemak Bay, ·by Homer,. 

·for a stopover migration site. This location was recognized as a site of "international importance'' as 
part of the Western Hemisphere Shoreb}rd Reserve Netyyork (WHSRN) at fast year's Kachemak B~y · 
Shorebird Festival.. · 

· I also understand that in a few yve.eks-the Exxon Valdez O_il Spill Trustee Council will be in a p9sition to 
. consider once again some tracts for acquisition through .the."s'mall parcel program" and .thai these. . 

tracts. might include sections of the Homer Spit and'6eluga Slough · 
. ' ' . ' . •. . . 

. Some people take the view that the remaining funds for use throu,gh the Council arebest.spent to 
protect the integrity of remote areas .that are still·~ild~rness. Such is not the ~ase for the Homer Spit,· 
since rru:itnof the ·spit has been developed. However, the area is st_ill of tremendous importance to . 
migratory birds and to the people whO:enjoy watch~ng_ .tti.em. ~ . . ·. ' . . 

. Unti.mately, this is t~e place tbe birds themse/ve_s h,ave chosen· as an important stopover site.·· 

The preservation of'these intertida·r lands constitutes an appropriate·candidate for acquisition, since 
intertid~l resources were. badly damaged by the oil spill. Moreover, these tidelands provid.e a series of 

. high-quality recreation opportunities ·-: incl~ding wih::llife viewing, bird-watching, and beach walking. 
This sort of re<;reatioh -- an economic resource •• wa~ a service that was injured by Jhe spill. 

So far, I understand. that there has been little c,hance to acquire tidelands that are important to fish and 
wildlife resources .. Th.e Homer Spit dqes have. privately owned tidelands, and they are fast being 
developed (e.g., filled for log transfe'r ·sites). The City of. Homer owns some of the tidelands on the. 
spit, and they are committing t~eir remaining holdin.gs to conservation. Thus, the Homer Spit 
represents a reaL opportunity to contribute to conservation initiative supported by local government. . 
Indeed, this may ·be the only Evoc: acquisition that would actually bring tidelands into public 
ownership. · · · · · · ' .. · ~ 

While the costs of .these _lands mayse~m ··s.omewhat'high (appr~ximately S2 million for ·about 110 
acres), the value for conservation is great. I hope you can bring the powers of your office to resolve · 
this in favor of spending appropriate money from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill fu.nd for this purpose: 

' ' ... . 

Sincerely, · 

. ' 

~ ·~~ ·. ··,· .·'·'· 
' \\. ) ' . ' . ' . . . ' . . 

. . ~ ·.' 
. \\~~\I~ . \c. ,, ~~ 

\ . I)...Y...., . \ .,/ .).,.; . . \I . . . . . . . • . 
' .. 

. '. 
cc: Exxon Valdez·Oil Spill Tru'stee.Council. 
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ArvtERtCAN BIRD CoNSERVAl'Jc\~ ·~~ 
(/ 

April l 0, 1997 

CONSER\'ING WILD BIRDS AND THEIR HABITATS THROUGHOUT l'l~,~~[gO"WW] 

. APR ·I 6 1997 L:'; 
Ms. Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee 
U.S. Dept. of Interior 
1689 C Street, Suite #100 
Anchorage, AK 99501. 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCil 

RE:SUPPORT FOR EVOS ACQUISITION OF HOMER SPIT 
Dear Ms. Williams: 

I write on behalf of the American Bird Conservancy to request your support for·'the acquisition of· 
critical tidelands along the Homer Spit and in the Beluga Slough. ABC is a national conservation 
organization with a 62 member organization Policy Council. Members include the National 
Audubon Society, American Birding Association, The Peregrine Fund, American Ornithologists 
Union, Cornell Ornithological Lab, the Colorado Bird Observatory, and the Pacific Seabird 
Group. The Homer Spit proposal is before the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee CoUncil under 
their small parcel program. These intertidal lands provide essential bird habitat, especially for 
shorebirds, Many members of our organizations have been to the Homer Spit to bird. And, _the 
area is so significant for birds that there is a Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival. Our members are 
dedicated to the co'nser:Vation of avian species and many are world-class birdwatchers w.ho travel 
to and lead birding trips to Alaska.· · · · 

' . . .. ' 

. -

· I~ addition to the many thousands.ofbirdwatchersjourneying to this area each year, the Homer 
· . Spit and Beluga SlQugh provide other significant recreational opportunities as well. Many 

people enjoy pursuits such as dam digging, hiking, and fishing. This is a great opportunity to 
restore intertidal resources through acquisition of these areas and to continue to provide and 
enhance recreational opportunities. · 

. The City of Homer is attempting to dedicate some of its tideJands to conseivation and is 
supportive of this request. The areas before the Truste~ Council are in private hands and are held 
by willing sellers. Only 110 acres at a cost of no more than $2 million are involved. We would 
urge your support ·for their acquisition by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. 

. Sin~erely,g . 0 1 

1~, .·f!-v.,v. .. : . r·-. ,, _________. 
- I / . ·: 

George Fenwick 
President 

,. 

Americru::t Bird Conservancy 

1250 24TH STREET Nvv. SurTE 220 • WAsHrN~..JT~N. oc • 20037 
PHO:--.!E:-202-467-8346 • F. ... x: 202-46]-8352 • E-\IAIL: AB-:@;..rNSINC.(:OM 
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. AMERICAN -BtRO CO-NSERVANCY 

Apri~ l 0, 1997 · 

Governor Tony Knowles 
PO Box 11001 ' 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Governor Knowles: 

WILD BIROS A~O ·THEIR 
:3 ~~ 1;:;' • ;~ THROLICHO(Ri1t©imW~ ID) 

'APR 1 6 19Q7 · 

:, ' .. 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill. 

TRUSTEE CO~NCIL '. · 

RE:SUPPORT FOREVOS ACQUISITION OF HOMER SPIT 

' . 
I write on behalf of the American Bird Conservancy .to request' your support for the acquisition of 
critical tidelands along the Homer Spit and in the Beluga Slough. ABC is a national conservation 

. organizatiQn with. a 62 member organization Policy Council. .. Members include the National · 
Audubon Society, American Birding Association, The.Peregrine Fund, Arnericati Ornithologists 
Union, Cornell-Ornithological Lab, the Colorado Bird Ob~eryatory, and the Pacific Seabird 
Group. The Homer Spit proposal is bef<;n~e the Exxon V~dez Oil Spill Trustee Council under 

· their smali·parcel program. These intertidat lands provide esse·ntial bird habitat, especially for 
· shorebirds.· Many members of our organizations have been to the Homer Spit to bird. And, the 

area is so significant for birds that t~_ere is a Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival. Our members·are 
dedicated to the conservation of avian species arid many are world-class birdwatchers who travel 
to and lead birding trips to Alaska. · · . 

In additi~n to the many th~usands of birdwatchers journeying to this area each year, the Homer ·· 
Spit and .Beluga Slough provide other significant recreational opportunities as well. Many . 
people enjoy pursuits such as clam digging, hiking, and fis~ng .. This is a great opportunity to·· 
restore intertidal resources through acquisition of these areas and to continue ·to provide.and 
enhance recreational opportunities. 

The City of Homer is attempting to dedicate some or'its tidelands to conservation and is 
supportive of this request. The areas before the Trustee CoUIJ.cil are in private hands and are held 
by willing sellers. Only ll 0 acres at a cost 9f no more than $2 million are involved. We would. 
urge your support for their-acquisitiqn by ,tl_le Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. · 

~ . ' ' ' . " 

Sincerely, >\ -; 
·' I -:i /··· ~~-- .If .. ~ ·y-;:-. ' .. ': r- ,_ 

. George Fenwick 
· President . 

Americari Bird Conservancy ' 

1250 24TH STREET NW, SLiiTE 220 • Wi\SHI:-..:CTON. OC • 20037 
PHO:-JE: 202-467-8348 • F~,\X: 202-467783?2 •. E-:\IAIL: ,\BC®MNSINC.COM 
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~ AMERlL·AN BIRD CONSERVANCY 

(/ . ·cc;~;ER~'INC \\'ILD ~lf\05 A~D T~E I~ H.-\6; nrs' TH~-OL~G~oL~~ T~E -A~IERI·C.~S 
. . 

· · April l 0. 1997 

lvlr. Frank Rue, Commissioner 
Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game 
1255 W. 8th Street · 
Juneau, AK 99802 

RE:SUPPORT FOR EVOS ACQUISITION OF HOMER SPIT 
Dear Commissioner Rue: 

I write on behalf of the American Bird Conservancy to request your support for the acquisition of 
critical tide-lands along the Homer Spit and in· the Beluga Slough. ABC is a national conservation 
organization with a 62 member organization Policy CounciL Members include the National 
Audubon Society, American Birding Association, The Peregrine Fund, American Ornithologists 
Union, Cornell Ornithological Lab, the Colorado Bird Observatory, and the Pacific Seabird 
Group. The Homer Spit proposal is before the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council under 
their small parcel program .. _These intertidal lands provide essential bird habitat, especially for 
shorebirds. Many members of our organizations have been to the Homer Spit to bird: And, the · 

·area is so significant for birds that there is a Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival. Our members are 
dedicated to the conservation of avian species and many are world-class birdwatchers wqo travel 
to and lead birding trips to Alaska. 

In addition to the many thousands of birdwatchers journeying to this area each year, the Homer . 
Spit and Beluga Slough'provide other significant recreational opportunities as welL Many 
people enjoy pursuits such as clam digging, hiking, and fishing. This is a great opportunity to 
restore intertidal resources through acquisition of these areas and to continue to provide and 
enhance recreational opportunities. 

· The City of Homer is attempting to dedicate some of its tidelands to conservation and is 
supportive of this r~quest. The areas before the Trustee Council are in private h'!-flds and are held 
by willing sellers. Only 110 acres at a cost of no more than $2 million are involved. We would 
urge your support for their acquisition by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Gouncil. 

11S~~cerely,{· :_, J . ~-~1 
:,:_F -1/J / I I j 1 AA.- / 

. ~4-\..--\..e. . (.;<.. /'"'. · .. 

Gerald Winegrad \..._; 
American Bird Conservancy 

+::-< l . 1997 
DEi-~T. or= ri.SH & GAM'S 

C0~:1MI.~SlONER'S OFF\CE 

1250 24TH STREET :--.1\V. Si.,·ITE 220 • \\:>:3iii'-L;Tc...:. QC • 20037 
PH~..~-:.E: 2L12-4ti7-83..f8 • FAx: 202-467-8332 • E-\1.\IL: \l\L®\1:\:SI:--.:c.cc.\1 

-_:;; _.· -· 



George· Fenwick, 07::38 AM 4/11/97 , EVOS Acquis.i tion of . tidelands .. I 
Date: Fri, 11 Apr 1997 07:;38.:13,-0400·;tCEDT) 
X-Sender: gfenwick@mailhost.mnsinc.com . 
To: Deborah L ·williams@ios. d.oi. gov . . 
From: gfenwick@abcbirds.org (George Fenwick) 
Subject: ·E:vos Acquisition of ·tidelands at Homer Spi~ .and ~elug~ Slough 
Cc: ospic@alaska.net · 

April 10, 1997 
> 
>Ms. Deborah. Williams 
>EVOS Trustee 
>U.S. Dept. 6f Interior 
>1689 C Street, ~ui~e #100 
>Anchorage, AK 99501 

RE:SUPPORT FOR.EVOS ACQUISITION OF HOMER SPIT/BELUGA 
SLOUGJ:I 
>Dear Ms. Williams: 
> 

. >I write on behalf of the American Bird Conservancy to request your 
supp6rt . 
for the acquisition~f critical tideland~ along the Homer Spit and in 
the · 
Beluga Sl,ough. ABC" is a national conservation organization with a 62 
member · · · 

I , . 

organization Policy Council. Members include the National Audubon 
Society, · 
American Birding.Association, The·Peregrine Fund, American 
Ornithologists · 
Union, Coinell Ornitholo~ic~l Lab, the Colorado Bird Observato~y, and 
the 
Pacific Seabird Group. The Homer Spit proposal is before the Exxon 
Valdez 
Oil Spill Trustee Cquncil under·· their smail parcel pr.ogram. Thes.e 
intertidal lands provide essential bird habitat, especially for . 
shorebirds. · 
Many members of ·our organizations have been to the Homer Spit to bir;-d . 

. And, . . . . 
the area is so ~ig~ificant for birds t~at there is -a Kachemak Bay 
Shorebird . · . · · · . 
Festival .. Our members are dedicated to the conservation of avian 

. species· and : 
many are wo~ld-class birdwatcher:s· who travel to·and .lead birding trips 

. to:. 
Alaska. 
> 
>In additioh to the many thousands of.birdwatthers journ~ying to this 
area 
each year, the Ho~er Spit and Beluga Slough provide other significant 
recreational opportunities as well~ ~any ~eople erijoy pursuits such 

. ·!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 1 



George Fenwick, 07:38AM 4/11/97 , EVOS Acquisition o~ tidelands J 
as clam 
digging, hiking, and fishing. This is a great opp6rtunity to restore 
intertidal resources through acquisition of these areas and to 
continue to 
provide ~nd enharice recreational 6pportunities. 
> 
>The City of Homer is attempting to dedicate some of its tidelands to 
conservation and is supportive of this request. The areas.before the 
Trustee 
Council are in private hands· and ~re held by willing ·sellers. Only 110 
acres 
at a cost ·of no more "than $2 million are involved. We would urge your 
support for their acquisition by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council. 
> 
>Sincerely, 
> 
> 
>George Fenwick 
>President 
>American Bird Conservanc 

jPrinted for ospic@alaska.net 

,, 
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George Fenwick,· 07:39 .AM 4/1.1/.97-· ,: EVOS Acquisition of. tidelands ·I 
Dat~: Fri, 11 Apr 1997 07:39:58 .. -0400 (ED-r:) 
X-Sender: gfenwick@mailhost. mnsinc. com · ·, 
T6: office of the goverrior@gov.state.~k.us 
From: gfenwick@abcbirds. or_g (George Fenwic·k.) 
Subject: .EYQS Acquisition of tidelands at Ho~er Spit, and. Bel!jga Slough 

. Cc: ospic@alaska. net · · '· 

· April 10, 1997 
> 
>Governor Tony Knowles 
>PO Box 11001 

99811 
-.. ,. 

·>Juneau, AK 
>-

.·sPIT /BELUGA 
RE·: SUPPORT FOR EVOS ACQUISITION OF HOMER 

·SLOUGH 
>Dear Governor Knowles: 

> 

'',,,_, 

>I write on behalf of the Ame:rican Bird Conservancy to request your 
support . . 
for the acquisition of critical tiaelafid~ alon~ the H6me~ Spit·and·i~ 
the · · · 

·Beluga Slough. ABC is a national conservation organization with a' 62 
member · 
organization Policy Council. Members. include the National Audubon 
Society~ · , 
American Birding Associat1on, The Peregrine Fund, American 
Ornithologists ·· 
Union,· Cornell Ornithological La:b, the Colorado Bird Observatory, and 
the · · . 
Pacific Seabird Group. The. Homer Spit proposal is be·fore the Exxon 
Valdez 
Oil Spill Tru~t~e Counci.l under th~ir small parcel program. These 
intertidal lands provide essenti·a~. bird habitat, especially for 
shorebirds. 
Many members of our organizations hav.e beeri to ·the ·Hamer Spit. to bird. 
And, 
the area is so significant for birds that there is a Kachemak Bay 
Shorebird . 

·Festival. Our in~mbers are· dedicated to· the conservation of avian: 
species and 
many are world-class birdwatchers who travel to and lead birding trips 
to 
Alaska. 
> 
>In addition to the many thousands of birdwatchers jo~rrieying to· this 
area . . 
each year, the Homer Spit and.Belug~ Slough provide other .significant 
recreational 6pportunities as well. Many people enjoy pursuits such 
as clam · 
digging, hikin~, and fishing. Thi~ is a gre~t opportunity to restore 

!Printed for ospic@alaska:net 1 



George Fenwick, ·o7: 39 AM 4/1·1/97 , EVOS Acquisition of tidelands · · j 

intertidal resources through acquisition of thes~ areas and to 
continue to . 
provide and. enhance recreational op.portuni ties. 
> 
>Th~ Cit~ of H6mer;is attempting to dedicate some 6f its tidelands to 
c6nservation and is s~pportive of this request. The areas before the· 
Trustee 
Council are in private han~s and are held by willing sellers~ Only 110 
acres 
at a cost of no more than $2 million are involved. We would urge your 
support.for their ac~uisition by the Exxon Valdez Oil ~pill Trustee 
Council. 
> 
>Sincerely, 
> 
> 
>George Fenwick 
>President 
>American.Bird Conservancy· 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 2 .I 



.. J Gerald WinegrCI.d~ 10; 55 AM 4/10/97 , . EVOS Acquisition .of tidelands I 
·Date: Thu, .10 Apr 1997 10:5.5:59 _:0400 (EDT·). 
x-sender: gww@mailhost~mnsinc.com 

. To: frankr@fishgame.sta'te.ak.us · ·
From: gww@abcbir~s.org (Gerald Winegrad) 
Subject: EVOS Acquisition of tidelands;· at Hom·er:· Spit and .Beluga· Slough 
Cc:. ospic@alaska .net . 

. April 10, 1997 

Mi . .Prank Rue,. Commissioner 
Alaska Dept. o.f Fish· ahd Game 
1255 W. 8th Street · · 
Juneau, AK · 99802 · · 

SPIT/BELUGA 
SLOUGH 

·RE: SUPPORT FOR EVOS ACQUISITION· OF HOME.R 

Dear Commissio.ner Rue: 

I write on behalf of the .American Bird· Conservancy to request your 
·support 
for the acquisition of critical tidelands. along the Homer Spit ·and in· 
the 
Beluga Slough. ABC is·a national conservation organization with a 62 
member 
organization Policy Council. ,Members include the National Audubon 
Society, . · .. 
American· Birding.Association, The Peregrine Fund, American 
Ornithologists· 
Union, Cornell Ornithological Lab, the Colorado Bird Observatory, ~nd 
the · · 
Paci fie Seabird Group. The Homer Spit p·roposal is before the Exxon 
Valdez · · . 
Oil Spill Trustee Council under their s~all parcel program. These 
intertidal lands provide essential bird habitat, especially for 
shorebirds. · · 
Many members of our organizations· have been to the Homer Spit·. to bird. 
And, 
the area is so significant for birds that there .is a Kachemak Bay 
Shorebird · 

·FestivaL Our members are dedicated to the conservation of avian 
species·and· 
many are world-class birdwatch~rs.whd·travei to and lead birdin~ trips 
to 
Alaska. 

In addition to the many.thousands of birdwatchers journeying to this 
.area . 
each year, the Homer Spit and Bel~ga 
recreational opportunities· as. well. 
as clam · 

.!Printed ·for ·ospic@alaska. net 
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Slough provide other significant · 
Many ~~ople enjoy pursuits sue~ 
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.Gerald Winegrad, io:ss· AM 4/10/97 , EVOS AcqUisition of tidelands J. 

digging, hiking, and fishing. This is a great oppbrtunity to restore 
intertidal resources through acquisition of these_areas and to 
continue to 
provide and erihadce recreational 6pportunities. 

The City of Homer is attempting to dedicate some of its tidelands to 
conservation and is supportive of this request. The areas before the 
Trustee 
Council are in private hands and are held by willing sellers. Only 110 
acr.es 
at a cost ofno more than $2 million are involved; We would urge your 
support for their.acquisition by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald Winegrad 
American Bird Conservancy 

. (Printed for ospic@alaska.net 2 -I 



~_C_a_r_o_t_h_e_r __ s-~,_-_G_a_r __ C_.~/_A~, __ l'_l_:~0_9 __ AM __ ~4~/_9~/_9_7 ___ ~~H_o_m_._e_r __ S~p_i_t ____ ~------~--~~l 

X-MS~TNEF-Corielator: . 
<c=US%a=· %p=CH2MHILL%l=CH2MHILL/GATE/002151E9@SMTPGATE.ch2m.com> 
From: "Carothers; Gar c. I ANC"_ <gcarothe@CH2M. com> · · · 
To: "'Governor'" <office bf the governor@gov.state.ak.us> 
Cc: "'Oil Spill Trustee's' .. -<ospic@alaska.net> · 
Subject: Homer Spit . . 
Date: Wed, 9 Apr 1997 11:09:54 . .:..0600 

Dear Governor Knowles 

My first visit to Homer was in 1967 as a small boy traveling with my· 
family. I recall_ dropping crab pots off of the_ pier at the end of the 
spit, near Lands End. Over the ye_ars the spit as slowly been 
indust~ialized, now when I go ~o Homer I see the ~awdust pile on the· 
spit and wonder what went wrong. The spit is the soul of Homer. The 
_beaches and tidal sloughs of this un,ique coastal environment should be 
maint~ined for generations to come. 

Gar Carothers 
garjulie~ala~ka.net· 

Attachment Convert~d: . C: \ INET-AK\EUDORA \HomerSpi 

jPrinted for- ospic@alaska.het· 
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Carothers, Gar C~/A, 11:09 AM 4/9/97 -,·Homer .Spit . 
. . 

X-MS-TNEF-Correlator: 
· <c=US%a=_%p=cH2MHILL%l=CH2MHILL/GATE/0021SlE9@SMTPGATE.ch2m.Cpm>, 

From: "Carothers, Gar .C./ANC" ·<gcarothe@CH2M.com> 
To: "'Governor'" <office of the governor@gq~.state.ak.us> 
Cc: "'Oil Spill T~ustee'i'"7<os~ic~alaska.n~t>· · 

. Subject: Homer Spit · 
Date: Wed, 9 Apr 1997· 11:09:54 -0600 

Pear Governor Knowles 

My first visit to Homer was in 19.67 as ·a small boy tra·veling with my 
family~ I recall d;opping crab pots off of the pi~r at the end of th~ 
spit, near Lands ·End. Over the years the spit as slo~ly been ·· 
industrialized, . now ~hen I go to Homer I see th~ sawdust pile on. the · 
spit and r.ronder what went wrong. . The spit is the· soui ·of Homer. The 

·beaches and tidal. sloughs of this unique" coastal environment.should be' 
maintained for generations to come. 

Gar Carothers 
gatjulie@alaska.net 

Attachment Converted.: C: \INET-AK\~UDORA\HomerSpi 

' ·• > 

~Printed for ospic@alaska.n•t 
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~ . ,. lRi~©~fi~~~ 

. APR 3 19'i7 

Dear Gov. Knowles: . . EXXON VALDE~ OIL SPILL 
. . . ·. . . . · · . · TRUSTEE COUNCIL · 
1 have been going to Homer to watch shOrebirds since the 70's, .· . · 
including 2 trips to the Homer Shorebird F~stival in the spring. 
Shorebirds need these tidelands along the Spit, and people need to 
enjo)r them. . . . · · · · · 

The privately owned lil.nds along the Spit and in Beluga Slough • 
should be acquired through the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
.'s small parcel program. This is·an ideal. chance to protect some of. · 
the intertidal ;ou'eas so impacted by the spilt · · 

Alan Seegert 
· POB 203 

Denali Park, AK 99755 
·Regards, 



Dear :.Ir. Rue: 

I hm·e been going to Homer to watch shorebirds since the 70's. 
including 2 trips to the Hon1er Shorebird Festival in the spring .. 
Shorebirds need these tidelands along the SI-1it. and people need to 

. enioy tl1en1. 

The prh·c.tteiy owned lc1nds along the Spit anci in Beluga Slough 
should be c.Kquired through th~ ['..;.,:on\ ·aldez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
!s small pm·cel program. Tlus is ai1 ideal chance to protect some of . · 
the intertidal areas so in1pacted by the spill . 

..J. ~-~ 11 Se'-' 0 ,::.l·t • ~t.1C........ ._ -;:::,·-

POB 203 
Denali Park. AK 99755 

. .. ·-·r·; .. ' ... 



Eric Knudtson, OS: 09 PM 3/31/97 , protection of the Horner Spit, 1. 

Date: Men, 31 Mar 1997 17:09:19 -~900· 
Fro.m: Eric Knudtsqn <inepk@UAA.ALASKA.EDU> 
Subject: protection of the Homer Spit, Beluga Slough, an~ Overlook 

·Park (fwd)" . 
To: o"spic@alaska. net:· 

Dear Trustee Council: 
I am writing to encourage. you to support the protection of 

se~eral . . . 
important sites. in the 'Homer area. The Trust for Public Land· 
currently_ . 
has the opportunity to nominate. several small parcels on the 'the· Hom·er 
Spit and on Beluga Slough for the small parcel program~ These sites. 
are a 
few of our last chances to protect very accessible _and highly visible 
intertidal areas in the area injured by the dil spill.- Protectiori of 
these. sites is important to our conununity, the intertidal· resources 
(including our interhation~lly recognized shorebird critical habitat}, 
and · · . 
recreational visitors.· What a fine statment the protection of these 
areas 
would make to our Surrtn\er tourists and recreational visitors! Our city 
is 
taking steps t~ protect city-o~ned 
contributions from EVOS. could 'make 
safer for all of us t~ appreciate. 
Knudtson · · 

jPrinted for .ospic@alaska.net 

wetlands which· combined with-
the wetland resources in Homer much 
Thank you for your time, Eric 

1 
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j Vic Fischer, 04:26PM 3/27/97 Homer Spit 
. .. 

Date: Thu, 27 Mar 1997 16:2'6:.42 -0900 
·From: afvf@UAA.ALASK.l\.EO'f.J (Vic. Fischer) 
st.ibj ect: ·Homer $Pit · . . : · 

. X-Sehd~r: ~fvf@cw6lf.alaska.~du· 
To: office of the-governor@gov.state.ak.us,: 
frankr@fis'hgame. state. ak. us 

·D'ear· Govern~r, Dear Co~·is.sioner: 
~ . ' . ' . - ' ' 

' . ' 

Please. add me a~ another Alaskan who supports takin~ ever~ ~ossibie 
measure 
to pieserve and protect tSe Homer Spit and its ~pprpaches. I .am one 
0 f. ' . . ' . 
·the~~ wh~ have.used and.uses the area· for re6reatiori and acceis to· 
·other 
natural areas ~~ound.Kache~ak Bay. 

·-,- <' 

Please do all .yq ·can· t~ faci 1 i tate 1 t):1~·;· preserva t.ion: P..n~: restoration ~f 
the 
habitate of·and around Homer Spit . 

.. 
Best persona.!' regards, . . Vic. Fischer> 

.·1. •, 

. -- ' . ·,. ,·' ------------------- ':"'"'-~-------- ---' 
Prof. Victor Fischer, U~iversity of Alas~a 
Anchorage, Alaska :.995.08 .· USA 
Tel. 907~786~7718 . Fa~ 907-786-7739 
Res 907-276-.7626 · afvf@uaa.alaska.edu 

' . ~ . 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 
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Mr. Fnink Rue 
Comrriissioner 
AK Dept. Of Fish and Game 
1255 W. 8th Street 
Juneau, AK 99802 · 

Dear Mr. Rue: 

Patricia Cue ·. 
3982 Mullikin St. 
Homer, AK 99603 

March 26, 1997 

·~~©~ow~w·· 
NlA 2 6 1QQ7 . 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCI.l 

· . ·I am a 6 year resident of Homer and am ask.ing for your support to protect the Homer Spit and 
Beluga Slough from continued encroachment by industry .. I am referring to the log and chip 
piles that cover a large portion of the Spit area. 

Please support efforts· to protect tidelands for migrating birds and other wildlife. In addition to 
protecting the tidelands for waterfowl, I ask that you keep in mind that tourism is an important 
revenue producer here in Homer. The next time you visit our wonderful community, take some 
time tq view the horrible display of logs and chips on the Spit: It is a disgrace to this community 
and to the state of Alaska that such a pristine environment be cluttered with logs and chips. 

Again, support efforts to dedicate tidelands to conservation and help us to restore this area so that 
it will continue offering respite for tourists and migrating birds alike . 

. Thank you. . 

Q~~~~ 
Patricia Cue 



Ms.'Debo.rah Williams. ·· 
EVOS Trustee 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior· 

. 1689. C Street, Ste. # 100 
·.Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms .. Williams: · 

· Patricia Cue 
3982 Mullikin St. 
Homer, AK_ 99603 

March 26, 1997 

~~©~OW~ID)· 
MAR 2 6 19q7 · · 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTEE CO.UNCIL 

I am a 6 year resident of Hom~r and am asking for your support·to protect the Ho~er Spit and 
Bel.uga Slough from continued encroachment by industry. I am refemng to the log and chip 
piles that cover a large portion of the· Spit area. · · .·. : · . . . . . . . 

Please support efforts to protect tidelands for migrating birds· and other wildlife.: In ~ddition to . 
protecHng the tidelands' for waterfowl, I asktha1 you ·keep in mind that toUrism is an important 
revenue produ.cer here. irr Homer. The next time you visit our wonderful GOmmunity, take some 
time to view the horrible display oflogs and chips on the Spit. It is a disgrace to this coinmun{ty . 
·and to the state· of Alaska that such a pristine environment be clutter~;:d with logs. and chips. 

Again, support efforts to dedicate tidelands to conservation and help us to restore. this area so that 
it will continue offering respite for tourists: and migrating birds alike. 

OJL~· 
Patricia Cue 



Honorable .Tony Knowles 
Governor 
PO Box 11001. 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Governor Knowles: 

.. 

Patricia Cue 
3982 Mullikin St. 
Homer, AK 99603 

March 26, 1997 

~~©~UW~[pj 
MAR 2 6 1G97 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
. TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

·I am a 6 year resident of Homer and ari1 asking for your suppon to protect the Homer Spit and 
Beluga Slough from continued encroachment by industry. I am referring to the 'fog and chip 
piles that cover a large portion of the Spit area. · · 

· Please support efforts to protect tidelands for migrating birds and other wildlife. In addition to 
protecting the tidelands for waterfowl, I ask that you keep in mind that tourism is an important 
revenue producer here in Homer. The next time you visit our wonderful community, take some 
time to view the horrible display of logs .and chips on the Spit. It is a disgrace to this community 
and to the state of Alaska that such a pristine environment be cluttered with logs and chips. · 

· · Again, ·support efforts to dedicate tidelands to conservation and help us to restore this area so that · 
it will continue offering respite for tourists and migrating_ bird·s alike. 

Patricia Cue 

\ 
..' 



P.;O. Box 2994 
Homer AK · 99603 
March 2a: 1997 

·Ms. Deborah Williams · 
. EVOS Trustee 
u.s. Department of the Interior: 
1689 C. St. Suite #10_0: 
Anchorage, AK. 99501 · 

Dear Ms. Williams: 

-·;. 

;t.-' 

. ~· ' 

.. 
. . · 

· .. The Exxon' Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has a peifect :or)portunit~ to>acquire some 
· ·key. shorebird habitat on the Ho·mer'$pit and. :Beruga Slough to mitigate for damages 

·. to intertidal· areas in .Homer during the Exxo·n Valdez Oil spill. The parcels under · 
cohsideration on the Homer Spit iire. extremely important given the. fast pace. of 
development occurring on th·e Spif and also because remaining open space in. the 
intertidal area Is essential ·for maintaining 'this region as .. part of the International · 
Shorebird Reserve Netwo~k. The lands in Beluga Slough are important wetlands ne.ar 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's proposed visitor ~enter and wildlife viewing area. 

. ' . . ' - ' ' . " ' . 

. . . -
All these small parcels are key recreational areas that would help protect and expand. 
areas currently In our local planning· process tor habitat protection or' wildlife viewing·.· 
They are. important for .subsistence use such as clam digging as· well· as for 
birdwatching and beach walking. We urge you to make these lands a high pricirity for~ 
acquisition. These. are much used areas visited by thousands of visitors especially 
during our annual. shorebird festival in May._ It would~ be 'particularly poignant if 
acquisition of these ·lands· could be announced at this .year's shorebird festival 
following last year's dedication of Kachemak Bay as an International Shorebird . 
Reserve: · Thank you for your con~ideration. · · · · · · 

. sl_ncerely, 

·.~.V>.·u~· 
Nina Faust. Edgar Bailey 

•. 
. . 

· cc Governor Tony Knowles 
· Commissioner Frank Rue · 

. Exxo~ Valdez_ Oil Spill Trustee Council 

· .. '. 
·. · .. 

,1' 

. ' 

..._···: .' 



· l AWA ·(Scott Thomas) , · 07:15 AM 3/26/97 , Protect Intert~dal areas on H9 
Date: Wed, 26 Mar 1997 07!15:33 -0900 (AKST) 
X-Sender: coopland@alaska.net 
To: ospic@alaska.net 
From: "AWA (Scott Thornas)n <coqpland@Alaska.NET> 
Subject: Protect Intertidal areas on Horner Spit 
Cc: frank@fishgarne.~tate.ak.us, office of the governor@dov.state.ak.us 

. ' - - '~ 

To the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee council, 
. . 

I urge the council to purchase land~ ~long the Horner spit and. 
Beluga Slough. These areas were.injur~d by the oil ~pill and they 
should be protected from the enchroaching development. These 
intertidal areas support many types of recreation and provide critical 

. haqitat ·for birds. I am particularly concerned about the loss of bird· 
· habitat, since I value th~ opportunfty to travel to Horner and watch 

for the migrating birds~ The intertidal are~s.allow Horner to ·hold a 
shorebird. f'esti val every spring which brings in birdwatchers as well 
as money into Horner's economy.· 

The loss of more intertidal land'along the Horner spit will 
further reduce the:qualities that many visitors'and tourist seek out. 

Sincerely, 

Scott .Thomas· 
16201 Nick_leen St.' 
Ancporage, AK .. 99516 
(907) 348-0527 ,, .. ' 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 
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,. 
•, 

Hon. Tony Knowles 
Governor·· 

. ' . . 
P. 0. Box 11001 
Juneau, .Alaska 99811 

.·. Re: HomerSiough Purcha$e 

.. Dear Governor: · 

. ,[pJ(g~~OW[g[Q) 
MAR 2 7 19q7 · 

. EXXON VALDEZ. OIL SPill 
· TRUSTEE COUNCil 

· ... ,;:,_ 

''• 

. ' 

March 23, 1997 
2428 Ttilik Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska 
. 99517 

. ' '.' 

.··Please donsider m:y support for purchase ·of bird habitat at Homer spit through. the EVOS Trustee 
Council's small parcel program:· · · 

I have 'first-hand understanding of the public value of th¢ intertidai resources represented by the . 
. tidelands of Beluga Slough :md Homer Spit .. I have lead rriariy birding trips for non-profit· groups-

. and visitors i~ Southcentral Alaska, and have assisted with bird e~ucation trips in the Homer Spit· 
area. F.or example, I have helped the Alaska C~nter for the Environment's Trailside Discovery· 
Camp bring children to the area's rich intertidal "outdoor laboratory." In Aprit' 1989 as EVOS 
oil approached Kachemak Bay, local tourism and· conservation· leaders asked me to. colle~t 
baseline d·ata on intertidal ()rganisms. Subsequently, I lead apd supported other scientific efforts· 
in the spill-affected are.a ·from Prince William Sound to Kodiak for several years. · · I know that 
purchases of privately-owned tidelands from willing sellers in the Homer area are one Of the few · 
crances to protect similar resources·within the spill-affected area. 

· Thank you for your support for maintaining the environmental quality of Kachemak Bay. 

Sincerely, 

·?hJj 
Mike Bronson, Ph.D: ·· · 

cc: . · Frank Rue 
Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee Council 

··-· .. .. : -



George Cutting, 08:,53 PM 3/21/97 , Homer 

Date: Fri, 21 Mar 97.20:53:56 UT 
From: "George .C~tting" <puf~inbase@msn.com> 
To: office of the governor@gov.state.ak.us 
Cc: ospic@ilaika.~et · 
Subject: Homer, 

Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor 
P~O. Box 11001 
Juneau,·AK 99811 
March 21, 1997 

Dea~ Governor Knowles, 

We support the protection of the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough critical 
habitat 
areas. These areas are unusual in that they are so readily accessibie 
to the . 
large number o,f Homer visitors .. As beach ·walkers and bird .watchers, we· 
appreciate the importance of the Spit. and the Slough to migratory bird. 
populations. 

Ple~se use your be~t eftorts to preserve these areas for.public use. 
I ,' 

Yours· Truly, 

George and Lucy 
Cutting 

33 Yellowcote.Road . ' ' 

Oyster Bay~ _NY 11771 

' ·, .. ~' 

\Printed for ospic@alaska.net· 



·. I ChrsCaster@aol. com, 10:32 PM 3/18/~7. I. Purchase of Shol;'eline. Habitat I . 
From: ChrsCaster@.aol .. com 
oat~: Tue, 1~ M~r 1997 ji:32:45 -osoo· (EST) 

·.To: .deborah 1 will.iams@ios.doi.gov 
cc: ospic@alaska.net· . . . .., · . 

··,' 

. ;5ubject: Purchase of Shoreline H?-bit'at in Hainer, .Alaska·· 
. . 

Ms. Williams, 

spring migration each .. year . 
. many 

Although it may see~ that ihere ~ould be 

other· sui table areas, for wnatever ·reason the birds pr-efer this one. 
Unfortunately most of our wildlife is· not·F;""S:$ .\3,~aptable to our. 

changing world· · · · ·. · .· · · · · ·~ · · · · .: . : 
as· we are .. When cr.itical high use areas stich'as this.one are. lost ·it 
can . 
have a huge impact. 
priority · 

Areas like. the Homer .. shoreline· need to be given 

because. th~y are im~ortant. 
'Here in the. Iowa City area we. hav.e a contingent· of .birders that 

, . . l 

make. 
regular trips ·to Alaska for the purpose of birding. ·Some go every : . · 
year. . 
Some stay for as long as six weeks.· Homer is one of their .. 
de~tinations~ · 

One of theie days··I ~yself -will be abl~ td go and I _hope that the 
trip will 
still be wprth the expense. 

Unfortunately Alaska as. a ;5tate does not have the very bes.t 
.reputation 
where the environment isconcerned. They have on occasion 'sold their 
.soul.' 
to big business. I would.perspnally like to see Alaska thange its 

·image. It .. . 
is .a wonderful .treasure and it needs to be ·protected. I bo.pe that· the< 
people . . . . 
of Alask~ will-feel that ~ay too: 

.It is essentially too. late for my home state of Iowa. Through : 
in·ten~:ii ve ' ·. . . . 
agri~uitufe, Iowa ranks last iri percentage ot na~ive ·habita~ 
remaining. · 

There are very few areas where you cah view .birds in an:y: nurribers ~. 
Many of : 
the birds thai tise~ to breed here were ~xtirpat~d decade~ ago. It is· 

IPrint~d f6r ospic@al•~ta.net 1 I 



ChrsCaster@aol.com, 10:32 PM 3/18/97 , Purchase of .Shoreline Habitat\ 

.late for Alaska. It. is still young enough and· wild enough to be .saved 
i.f 
today w~ are willing to do the little things. 
opportunity for Alaska . 

. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Christ6ph~r Caster 
Coralville, IA 
ChrsCaster@aol.com 

. /Printed for ospic@alaska.net 

This would be a good 
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.I 'ChrsCaster@aol. com~ io: 12' PM. 3/~8/97 . P.urohase of Homer Spit Habitaf' 
. . 

Fr6m: ChrsCaster@a6l~co~ .. 
•' . 

Date: Tu~, 18 M~r. 199? 2~:1~:13 ~osQO. I~STJ 
To: frankr@fishgam•.~tate.ak.u~. 
cc: o~pic@alaska.net · 
S~bject: Ptirchas~ of Ho~e~·~pit Ha~itat. 

:-. 

Mr. Rue, 
.. 

I a~. writing to ask that you s_upport ·the acquisition of pr"l. vat.e .... , 
lands· 
for ~ale on the Hornet Spit using Exxon Valdez Oil Spill fun~s.~ It has' 
been· 

' . ' ~ 

documented that we.ll over 100, 000 shorebirds mak• use c)f this area. 
during · · · 
their spring migration. Although it may seem.that there a,re other 

.. ·suitable 
habitats for the birds, for what.evet· re~son th~y h_ave a_ preference. for 
this 
one.. . t]nfortunately most. of o_ur ·wildlife are not as· adaptable to our. 
changing 
world a~ we are. 
it can 

·Whe.n cr"itical high use areas ·like this one are. lost 

have a huge impact~ . Ar·e.(i5S like the Homer shoreline ·need to be given 
priority 
because they are important. . 

· Here 'in the Iowa City·at~a w~ have a coniingent of ~irders that· 
~m~ke ... . . 

·regular trips}to 
of · · · 

th~se individu~ls go ~v~ry year. 
·one of· · 

locations .in Alaska for th~ pu.rpose of l:;>irding .. ": .. Some.::. 

Scime stay_ for. as long as si~ weeks .. 

-these days I myselt will b~ ~ble to go and. I hope that the trip ~ill. 
~till be · · 

. worth the expense. . 
Unfo~tunately.Alaska as a st~te does not have the best . 

. environmental · · · · 
reputat.ion. It .. has on occas'ion '.sold its soul'· to big business· 
interests. ·I 
would personally. like to ~ee Alaska change:its image.. It is -a •· · 
wonderful :; · · · 
trea~ure and i~ needs tq be proiected. . I hop~ that t~e people 6f 

,Alaska will 
feel that way too.. . . . .. 

It is essentially too late· for my hQ'me state' of Iowa. w~ ·ra.nk 
dead last . · .. 
in the percenta~e of native habitat r~maining. ~As a result theie ·are~ 
6nly a · · 
few places you can go to ·view birds in any numbers ·and many birds· that. · • 
used 
to breed -here were extirpated. decades 'ago. ' Alaska is< still. YC?Ung 

!Printed for ospic@alaska. net. 1' 



ChrsCaster@aol.com, 10:12 PM 3/18/97 ·Purchase of Homer Spit Habitat 

enough and 
wild enough to b~ saved, ~rovide that the little things are taken care 
of to. 
that ·end. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
,Christop~er Caster 
Coralville, IA 
-ChrsCaster@aol.com 

' ,· 

Printed for ospic@alaska.net 
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C.ommissioner Frank Rue 
Alaska. Department of Fish and Game ·· 
1255 W. 8th Stree~ · · 
Juneau, AK 99802 

" ' . 

Dear Commissioner, 

- ·::. · 11 March ·1997. · · 

· . The American Birding Association is an organization of over 19,000. recreational birders . 
and bird conserxationists. This means that we are interested in'the enjoyment and · 

' preserVation of wnd birds. ' ~' " " ' " . ' 
. . ·,~ • • t ', (' • ' . . • ~ ' 

' ' ". '" . ' . : ,. "" ·•. ·.. ' ' 

It h!lS come to our att~ntion that the Exxon Valdez Oil $pill Trustee Council is in a position 
to consider some tracts for acql,jisition through its .·small parcel program" and that these " 
tracts might include sections of the Ho.mer Spit an~ Beluga Slough/ The American Birding 
Association believes that the preservation ofthese interti.dallands around Kachemak Bay . · · 
constitutes an·a.ppropriate candidate for acquisition •. since intertidal resources (the tidal 
habitat and associated flora and fauna, such as cl~m~a~dmussels) ·were ~adly damaged 

'·: 

by the Exxon Valdez. oil spill. ' 
,· 

Moreover, these tidelands p~ovide a series of valuable ·and high--quality recreation 
opportunities including wildlife viewing; bird-watching, and beach walking .. This sort of 

. · recreatiop.;_; an economic ;resource.-:- was a service that was injured by the spill. The 
location iii questionJs.renowned as a staging area for m!gratory shorebirds; producing an 
uncommon avitourism attraction. In fact, the location was recognized as stopover site of 

.'international importance'"(part of the Western Hemisphe{e Shorebird Reserve Network) at. · 
last year's Kac;hemak Bay Shorebird Festiv91. This means· that the site hosts over 100,000. 
shorebirds during each spring migration. The festival itself attracts thousands of people· 
(incl~~ing many of our member~t each year.: ·· · · · r • 

· . The ABA would certainly appreciate: positive action ·on this i~sue.: We hope you can bring··. 
the powers of your office to resolve this in favor ofspending appropdate·moneys from the . 

· · Exxon Valdez Oil Spill fund for ~his purpose. . . · · 
• •, '• II • 

.... 

Grego tcher 
Executive Director- · 

0xon Valdez Oil SpiU TruS!eO Couricil, 645 G Stre~uiie ~9?· Anchorage,AK . 99501 
. . •• , • ·~ . • . 't.. . • . . ~ · ... :i,.r . . . . . . . 
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Ms. Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee 
U.S. Dept. ofthe hiterior 
1689 C. Street Suite #1 00 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms Williams, 

17 March, 1997 

. . . ,. . 

The. American Birding Assoclation·is an organization of over:19,000 recr~ational birders 
and bird conservationists, This means that we are interested in the enjoyment and 
preservation of wild birds. / · · 

· It has come to our"attention that the Exxon Valdez·OiiSpill Trustee Council is in a position 
to consider some tracts for acquisition through its "small parcel program• and that these 
tracts mightinclude sections of'the Homer Spit and Beluga·slollgh. The American Birding 
Association believes that the preservation of these intertidal lands. around Kachemak Bay 
constitutes an appropriate candidate for acquisition, since inter:tidal resources (the tidal 
habitat and associated flora and fauna, such as clams and mussels) were badly damaged 

. by the Exxon Valdez oil spill .. 

Moreover, these tidelands provide a series of valuable and high-quality recreation . 
. opportunities inCluding wildlife viewing, bird-watching, and beach walking. ).his sort of 
recreation - an economic resource - was a service that was injured by the spill. The 
tocation in question is renowned as a staging area for migratory shorebirds, producing an 
uncommon avitourism attraction.· In fact, the location was recognized as stopover site of 
'international importance' (part of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network) at 
last year's Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival. This means thatthe site hosts over 100,000 
shorebirds during each spring migration. The festival itself attracts thousands of people 

.. (including many of our members) each year-. · 

The ABA would certainly appreciate positive action on this issue.· We hope you can bring 
the powers ol your office to resolve this in favor of spending approp'riate moneys from the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill fund for this purpose. · 

JRM<? 
Grego S. utc'Je--;v""--'V ~ 
Executive irector · 

~xon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee CounCil, 645 G Street Suite. 400, Anchorage, AK 99501 . 
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AMERICAN BIRDING ASSOCIATION, INC. 
GREGORY S. BUTCHER 

Executive Director 
PO Box 6599 • Colorado Springs, CO 80934 

. 719/578-9703 • FAX 719/578-1480 

Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor . 
Pb Box 11001 
Juneau, AK 99881 

Dear Mr Knowles; 

· 17. March 1997 

{The American Birding Association is an organization of over 19,000 recreational birders 
and bird conservationists. This means that we are interested in the enjoyment and 
preservation of wild.birds. 

It has come to our attention that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is in a position 
to consider some tracts for acquisition through its "small parcel program" and that these . 
tracts might include sections of the Homer Spit and Beluga Slo'ugh. The American Birding 
Association belie,ves that the preservation of these intertidal lands around Kachemak Bay 
constitutes an appropriate candidate for acquisition, since intertidal resources (the tidal 
habitat and.assoch:ited flora and fauna, such. as clams and mussels) were badly_ damaged . 
by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. · 

· Moreover, these tidelands provide a series of valuable ana high-ql!ality recreation 
opportunities inCluding wildlife viewing, bird~watching, and beach Walking. This sort of 

· recreation - an economic resource ...:.... was a service that was injured by the spill. The 
location in question is renowned as a staging area for migratory shorebirds, producing an 
uncommon av.itourism ·attraction. In fact, the location was recognized as stopover site of 
'international importance' (part of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network) at 
last year's Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival. This means that the ·site hosts over 100,000 
shorebirds during each spring migration. The festival itself attracts thousands of people 
(including many of our members) each year. 

The ABA would certainly appreciate positive action on this issue. We hope you can bring 
the powers of your office to resolve this in favor of spending appropriate moneys from. the 
Exxon Valdez' Oil Spill fund for this purpose. · 

@xon Valdez ~il Spill Trustee Council, 645 G Street S.uite 400, Anch~rage,AK 99501 . 
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I Agemmill@ aol. co~, 09.:.50 AM 3/17/~T , No Subjec.t 

· • _ From: Agemmill@aol. com 
Date: Mon, 17 Mar 1997 09·:50:14 -0500 (EST) 
To: ospic@ala~ka.~et 
Subject: No. Subj e·ct. 

. ' . 

. ·' . 

Following is the emai 1 letter I. just se_nt to ·Gov. Knowles. Ho"pe· J. t· 
helps. 

Honorable Tony Knowles 
.... : 

Governor 

P.O. Box 11001 

Juneau, AK 99881 

Dear Governor Knowles: 
.. '.' 

tam one of the bird watdher~ who_spent $6 billibn ih the U~ l~st ye~r 
on. my 
hobby/obsessio~. 

Pl~ase. take positive actio~ to ensure that the Exxon Valdei Oil Spill 
Trustee 
Council acq~ires tracts in se~tions qf the Hom~r- Spit arid Beluga_ 
Slough . 

l . _·. 

. These intertidal lands are excellent candidates· for acquisition,. since.· 
int~rtidal resources were badly dama~ed by the Valdez oil spill -in 
1989.-

. . . 
As well., these_tidelands providea series of high-quality-recreation 
opporfunities -- including wildlife viewing, bird-watching, and beach 
walking~ This sort of rec~eatibn ~~ ari econo~ic resource ·-- was a 
service. · · 

.. that was injured by the spilL The s·eluga Slough/Homer Spit location 
is 
renowned as a staging area for migratory shorebirds, producing an 
a vi tourism 
attraction uncommon elsewhere. In· fact, the location was ·recognized 
as _ . _ . . 
stopover site of 'international i~p6rtance at last year~s Kadhemak Bay 
Shorebird festival. 

Thank yo~ for taking action to ensure·that Alaska remains a highly 
desirable 
destination"for blrd watchers ~nd the. billions of dollars we spend on· 
a vi tourism~· 

. . . . . ' 

. Arlene Gerq.mill 

jPri~ted fo~·ospic@ala~ka.net i I 



Agemmill@aol'.com, 09:5.0 AM 3/17/97 , No Subject 

861 Claytori Street 
San Francisco, ·CA 94117 
agemmill@aol.corn 

. . . ~- . 

·.: jPrinted for ospic@alaska. net 

._.·.., 

I ,. 

} 

2 I . 



Curtis smith I ·1o·:o.3· PM 3/.1,4/97 ·, Prot.ect.i;on, of. Tidelands in .Hom·· 

Date:. Fri, i4·Mp.r 1997 22:d3:52 .'""0800 ... 
'From: Curtis Smith ·<ascas'l@UAA.A.LAsKA;Ebu>. 
:subject: Protectiori·of Tid~la~~s in Ho~ei ~ 
To: officie 6f~the gpvernor@gov.state.ak~us,· 

· · frankr@fishgame:·. state·.ak. u:;;; · ·· · ·' 
· deborah·. 1·william.s@ios.doi.gov · . 

. cc: ospic@alas ka. net, ·curtis Sinit'h <as'Cas 1,@UAA. ALASKA·. EDU> 
Reply-to: ascas1@UAA.AJ.ASKA .. ~_DU. · · 

Mar.ch 14, 19.97 

.:': 

'. 
( .. ~ 

My wife .. and I .'fully support .. the·. a·cqu'isition of: tideland tracts in the 
Homer .an:!a through the· J;:xx'd·n Valdez 'Oil Spill: Trustee Counci.l ·, s. smal'l 
parcel program. We regu~arly visi.t .f:Iomer, · ari~ thoroughly enjoy a · · 
variety · · ' · ' . · 
of recreational activitfes, . incluchng the,'anriu'al' Shorebi~d Festival' 
and 
walks th,rough6ut Homer I 5· intertidal .regions. Each time upon arrivaL 
whether· it be .on our .. oy..rn ·or ·with. friends· ?!_nd fa,mily from· Outside, we 

' . " ' ca.n 
not help but marvel at the urii~ueness of the ~o~er a~ea. To. insure 
this 

'pleasure ·not only f;or,future visitors, but for my'w~fe and my~elf, 
please give serious.corisideration to our request.'Thank you ·very ·much 

· for your time. ·. · '· 

Sincerely, . 
Curtis ~nd Stacy Smith 

141 N. Lane St. 
Anchorage, AK . 99508 

.· .. ( 907 )· 2 79-i355 

. · .. ·' 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net · 

·' 



John Wenger, 03:34 PM 3/14/9.7 , Homer spit 

Date: Fr~, 14 ~ar 1997 15:34:30 -0800 
From: John Wenger <gowild@Alaska.NET> 
Organization: Dell Computer Goiporation 
To: ospic@alaska.net 
Subject: Homer spit. 

Dear Sir/Madame, 
I have just been informed that the Homer Spit land is iri jeopardy ~s 

a 
staging area for shorebirds. As a former Homer resident, I knbw th~ 

1 

area well with its valu~· as shorebird habitat. Also, as a ·~ 
forme-r ADF&G wildlife biologist and now teachii'lg natural history 

.classes · · · . . . · · 
for UAA, I feel strongly that certain secti'Ons should be~,,permanently 
protected: Also, .I take my bird class to Homer in May s~ecifically to 
see the shorebirds and to show the value of these lands to the needs 
of 
the various ~horebird species. Please consider these lands for 
acquisition. Their protection is needed. John Wenger 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net .1. 



.The 
· ithological 

· · Coimcil · ;_ 

PR.OVIDING 
'SCIENTIFIC 
INFORMATION. 
ABOUT BIRDS 

~~ . :. ' 
'\ 

... 

~- . Governor Tony Knowles 
PO Box 11001 

M~chl3, ~~~©~UW~fQ! 

/liAR I 7 .1997 /YJ 

.. . ' 

Juneau, AK: 998t1 . 
'· EXXON VALDEZ OIL. SPILl 

. ·. TRUSTEE COUNCIL Dear Governor knowles: 

The.Ornithological Council represents the 5,000 oinithologists and students of· 
bird life in North America: organized into seven scientific professional s'ocieties. 
We ask youto support the before the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee:C6imeil to 
purchase critical tidelands along the I:Iomer Spit and i11 the Beluga Slough . 

These intertidal lands ·provide essential bird habitat, especially for migrating. · 
shorebirds .. they ar:e world' known for the concentrations of migrating birds . 

. . 
Americ.an Ornithologists' Union . 

. Mig~ating birds by the tens ~f not hundreds of thousands use the tidelands as a 
critical feeding groimdto put ori fat essential for their long:migratory journeys ... 
The resource~ that they provide cannot be replaced as it ~s impossible to crea~e·: · .. 

·new habitats with these resolirces. 'Because the 1989 oil spill significantly · 

"' 

. • Associ~tion of Field Ornithologists · 

Naterbird Society 

.per Ornithological·. Society 

Pacific Seabird Group 

Raptor Research Foundation 

V,:ilson Ornithological Soc.iety 

. •.. . .. E. Blockstein, Ph.D. 
•airman of the Board 

• 25 K St., NW, Suite 212 
Washington, DC 20006·1401. 
(202) 628-1731 ' 
Fax 12021 628-431 i 

· · damaged intertidal systems ·in.Alaska; it is appropriate to use the Exxon funds 
fo·r the acqui~ition of these tidelands in the context of mitigation. · · 

~ • ·l ' ' ~ ~ •. ' ' ' ,! ' ' ' ' 1 ', 

.· The Homer ·Spit and Beluga Slough provide signiflcant·scientific resources for 
· the study of bird. migration and 'the physiological and behavioral processes 

· ~- involved.in the migrat~~ activity: . 

·. TheY also .provide signifidmt recr~ational opportunities a.S·well.. A few years 
· ago,the American Ornithologists' Union held its annual meeting in Fairbanks . 
. Many of OUr members extended their stay in Aiaska to pursue bird watching and 
oth~i: ecotouri'sin activities.:. · I personally have_ visited the Kenai peninsula to · . 

· .. observe:your:birds and other wildlife. · · - . . . ~ 

l, .. 

Birdwatching provides ·ni~jor tdurism revenue to Ala5k~. Thousands of 
.. ~irdwatchers journey to .the Homer area each year ::1rtd there· is a Kachernak Bay 

Shorebird FestivaL There are also opportunities for other recr~ational pursuits 
sl:lch a:s ~1ain digging, hiki.ng>and fishing. . · · : . ·· · · · 

,".' 

The~ Exxon Valdez' Oil Spill Trustee Council has an important. opportunity to · 
J • < .. • ' 

restore intertidal resources through its· small parcel·program by funding 
. acquisition of these area,s.. . . · 

EA Schreiber, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
4109. Komes Court . · 

. Alexandria, VA.22306 ., 
. (703) 768-6726 . . 

Email CX@CNIE.org . : . 
http://www.nmnh.si.e:du/BIRDNET · . 

Fax (703) 765:9010 · ... 
Emaii·S<;hreiberE@aol.c.om 
http-J/www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET: .. , ,;• .. 



The 
\fhological 
Council 

P~OVIDING 
SCIENTIFIC 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT BIRDS 

Mr. Frank Rue 
Commissioner 
Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game 

·1255_W. 8th St. 
Juneau, AK 99802 

Dear Commisioner Rue: 

. March 13, 1997 · 

. The Ornithological Council represents the 5,000 ornithologists ahq students of 
bird life in North America, organized into seven scientific professional societies. 
We ask you to support the before the EXx.on Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to 

·- ~· -, _ --<:~-:~~~1;;;~·/. -~_- pl.lfchase critical tidelands along the Homer. Spit and in the B_eluga Slough. 

American Ornithologists' Union 

Association of Field Ornithologists 

Naterbird Society 

Cooper Ornithological Society 

Pacific Seabird Croup 

Rapt or Research· Foundation 

Wilson Ornithological Society 

L..- .... E. Blockstein, Ph.D ... 
Chairman ·of the Board 
1725 K St., NW, Suite 212 
Washington. DC 20006-1401 
(202) 628-1731 
F.ax (202) 628-4311 
Email OC@CNIE.org 

· . hnp://www. nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET 

The-se intertidal lands provide essent~al bird habitat, especially for migrating · 
shorebir~. They are world known fo~ the con~entrations of migrating birds .. 
Migrating birds by the tens if not hundreds of thousands use the tidelands as a 
critical feeding ground to put on fat essential for their long migratory journeys.· 
The resources that they provide can not be. replaced as it is impossible to <;reate 
·new habitats with these r(1sources. Because the 1989 oil spill significant~y 
damaged intertidal systems in Alaska, it is appropriate to use the Exxon funds 
for the acquisition of these tidelands in the context of mitigation. · 

The Homer Spit and Beiuga Slough provide significant scientific resources for 
the study of bird migration and the physiological and_behavioral processes 
involved in the migratory activity. , . . 

They also provide significant recreational opportunities as well. A few years 
ago, the American Ornithologists' Union held its annual meeting in Fairbanks. 
Many of our members extended their stay in Alaska to pursue birdwatching and 
other ecotourism activities. I personally have visited the Kenai p~ninsu1a to 
obser:ve your birds and other wildlife.~ 

. ·Bird watching provides I!lajor tourism -revenue to Alaska. Thousands of 
birdwatchers journey to the Homer area each year and there is a Kachemak Bay 
Shorebird Festival. There are also _opportunities for other recreational pursuits 
such as clam digging, hiking, and fishing. 

EA Schreiber, Ph. D.· 
Executive Director 
4109 Kames Court 
Alexandria, VA 22306 
(703) 768-6726 ' 
Fax (703) 768-9010 

~-' '~- ·-~ 
.. .:( 

.·~ 

Email SchreiberE@aol.com 
hnrr.//WINw.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET 



The 
·· .!thological ·. 
Council 

PROVIDING· 
SCIENTIFIC. 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT BlRDS 

American Ornithologists' Uni~n 

. . 
AssoCiation of Field Ornithologists 

.Vaterbird Society 

. er Ornithol.ogical Society · 

. Pacific Seabird Group· 

Raptor_ Research Foundation· 

wi1s.On ornithological Society 

· , E. Blockstein, Ph.D: 
. rman of the Board 
-.Mt.S K St., NW, Suite 21 i 
Washington, DC 20006-1401 
(202) 628-1 73 1 . . 
Fax (202} 628-4311 
Email <X.@CNIE.org
http:/lwww.nmnh,si:edu/BIRDNET 

. ~. ' 

.. •. 

M~. Oeborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee 
U.S. Dept. of Intenor · 
1689 C St., Suite i 00 . 
Anchorage,· AK · .. 99802 

Dear Ms. Williams: · 

. ,~ ,._. · .. March 13, 1997 . . . 

. The Ornithological Council represents the 5,000 ornithologists and students of 
bird life in.North America;· organized into seven scient~fic professional sqdeties: 
We ask youto support the before the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to 
purchase critical tidelands along the Homer Spit and in the Beluga Slough.· 

,•. . . . . ' 

. The Homer Spit and Beluga Slough provide significant scientific resoUrces for 
the study of bird migratlon.and the physiological and behavioral processes . 
involved in the migratory activity. 

. They ·also provide significant recreational opportunities as well. A. few years 
ago, the American Ornithologists' Union held its annual meeting in Fairbanks.. . 

.·Many of our members extended their· stay in Alaska to pursue bird watching and ... 
· other ecotourism activities. I personally h.ave visited the Kenai peninsula to 

observe yourhird.s arid other wildlife.. · · · 

Birdwatching provides major tourism revenue toAlaska. Thousands of 
birdwatchers journey to the Homer area each year and there is a Kachemak Bay 

. Shorebird FestivaL There are also opportunities for other recreational pursuits 
· · such as clam digging, hiking, and fishing: · 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill TrusteeCouncil.has an important opportunity to 
restore intertidal' resources through its small par~er program by funding 
acqui:5ition of these areas .. · · 

E.A. Schreiber, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
4109 Komes Court · 

· Ale><andria. VA 22306 
(7031 7~726 . 

:- F.ax (703).768-9010 
Ema.il Schreiberf@aol.com · 
http-J/www.nmnh.si.edu/B!RDNET 



·- The 
Qf.J!ithological 

:~ouncil Ma.rch U, 1997 

P R 0 \'1 D I:"-: Ci 
SCIE;\;TIFIC 
INFQR."IA TIQ:"' 
ABOLT BIRDS 

America~ Orn.tho!og1sti· L:nion. 

Association oi Field Ornithoiogists· 

Col<'~••lWaterbird Society 

· )[nithologica: Society 

,. Pacific Seabird ·croup 

Raptor Research ~ouncation 

.. ' . . . 
f' ~· Blockstein. Ph.D.· 

n· oi the Board 
· :5t. :-:.w. Suite 212. · 

· .sntngto.n. DC 2C00&.·1-!0.1 · 
T202l 628-1 73 1 
Fax.!20ll 628-431! 

·.·, ... 
I.··.· 

Mr. Frank Rue 
· . Commi~sioner .. . .. · 
· Alaska-Dept. ofFish and Game 

1255 W. 8th St: . . 
·Juneau, AK . 99802 

' .. ·' 

Dear Commisiorter Rue: 

The Ornithologica! Council rep'resertts the 5,000 ornithologists and students of ·. 
bird life inNorth Anierica, organized into seven scientific professional societies:. 
we· ask you to support the before the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to 
purchase critical tideiands along th~ Homer Spit and in the Beluga Slough .. · 

These interti~allands provide essential bird ·habitat, ~specially for mfgrating · 
··Shorebirds. They are world kriO\\TI for the concentrations of migrating bird~. 
. Migrating birds by the tens if not hunpreds of thousands use the tidelands as a: .. 

critical 'feeding gmund to put on fat essential for their· long migratory journeys. 
The resources that they provide ca~ not be replaced as it is imposs.ible to create. 
new habitats with these resources. Because the 1989 oil spill significantly 
damaged intertidal systeQ1s in Alaska, it is appropriate to ·use the Exxon funds 

. for the acquis.ition of these tidelands ·in the context of mitigation. · · · · 

'The Homer Spit and Beluga Slough provide significant scientific resourcesfor 
. the study of bird migration and the. physiological and b,ehavioral processes 
· invo~ved in the migratory activity. · . ' . 

· They also provide signific~t recreational opportu~ities as well: .A few years· 
agp, the ~erican··.Ornithologists' Union h~ld its annual meeting in Fairbanks. 

· Many of our members extended their stay in Alaska to pursue birdwatching and · 
other ecotourism activities. I p~rsonally have visited the Kenai p~ninsula to .. 
oo~erve your birds and other wildlife. 

< Birdwat~hirig provides major tburism re\·enu~ to Alaska. Thousands of . 
birdv.iatchers journey to the Homer area each year and there·1s a Kachem~k Bay · ·· 
ShorebirdFestival. There are al~.9 opporrunities for other recreational pursuits 
such as clam digging, hiking; and fishing. . 

·~,;,.. -. . ........... . 
... ,·iJ• 

( 1\ ~ .• , 

:/:'I . 

E.A. Schreiber, Ph.D. 
Executive Director· 
4109 Komes.Court .. 

. Alexandria. VA 22306 
(703). 768-6726 
Fax (703) 768-9010 · . 

·Email SclireiberE@aol.com Email cx:@C:-.;IE.org 
. hrtp:llwW-._,nmnh.;i:e<iulBIRD:'<H. · httP'J/wW'N.nmnh.si.edwSIRDNET 



. . .. 

The purchase of .the private aree1s being· considered by the Trustee Council would 
greatly complement the efforts of the City of Homer to dedicate some of its 
tidelands to conservation. We would urge your support for the acquisition of 
Homer Spit and Beluga Slough by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Coun~il. 

Sincerely, .. , .. ,;_ . . c'-+~-
David E. Blockstein, Ph.D. 
Chairman 

I 

. . ; . . . 
. ,. 
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. Luke Cole, ·OS: 31 J?M 3/13/97 , . Acquire l~nds _at Homer Spit 
.·. 

Date: Thu, 13 Mar 1997 17:31:46 -0800 (PST) 
X-Sender: -crpe@pop.igc.org 
To: The Honorable Tony Knowles . 
<office o~ the govirncir@gov.state,ak.us>, 

-Frank .Rue <frankr@fishg·amE:. state·. ak. us>, 
Deborah Wiiiiams <deborah 1 williams@ios.doi.gov>; 
Exxon Valdez oil Spill Tr~sfee. Cbuncii <ospic@alaska.net> 

From: Luk~ Cole <crp~@igc~apc.org> 
·Subjeet: Acquire iands at· Homer Spit. 
Sender: crpe@igc.org 

Dear friends: 

I am a bi~det who has visit~d Alaska to see your wonderful 'birds 
and 
spend mY. birdin~ tburist doll~rs, as do many thousarid~ of people each 

._year. _ 
One of thi prime bitding areas that many p~ople come to is the Homer 
SJ?'i t. 

I have been ale~ted that· key pa.r;cels of private L;uid in the Homer Spit 
and 
Beluga -Slough ·_region are available from willin_g sellers. I urge you 
to · 
sup~drt the acquisition of these lands through the sma!l-par6~1 
program of 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee ·council. Since intertidal 
resources were 
badly damaged by the· oi 1 s~i 11, the preserv!3-tion' of' th.ese lands is a 
highly. . 
appropriate use of funds~ Moreover, ·recreation · incl~ding having 
birders · 
like me _visit -- . . 
is .a key Alaskan economic resource that was damaged ·by the spill .. 

. . . ' . 

Alaskans would benefit from th{s ~cquisition: The importance of 
birdwatchers to the-state's economy cannot be underestimated. 
Birdwatching . . . 
is the most popul~r pastime-in the_United States. Th~re are currently_ 
65 
million birdwatchers in America·, and the number is growi.ng rapidly. 
Thesi - . 
people tend to be highly educated a_nd have disposable ·income available 
·for· 
travel to birding destinations. 

I hope that you mo~e quickly to make these acquisitions. 

·Thank you for-your ti~e and_ consideration. 

!Printed.for ospic@alaska.net · 1 I· 



LukeCole, 05:31PM 3/13/97 , Acquire lands a:t Homer Spit 

Luke Cole 
San Francisco, CA 
crpe@igc.apc;org 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 

. I 

I . 

2 



~-J_a_n_~_·c __ e __ S_c_h_o_f_~_·e __ l_d~,_·_l~O __ :s~·-l~AM ___ 3~/_1_3_/_._9_7~,~1-a_n_d ___ a_c~qu~i-s_i_t_~_·o~n--~--------~--~\ 

Date: Thti~ ,13 Mat 19~]. lO:Sl:~i·+OOOO 
From: Ja:qice Schofield <herbscho@Alaska.NET> 
Organization:. Gardensong Herbs 

. to: ospic@alaika.net -
·Subject: land·_.acquis,i.tion 

Dear: Trustees,· 

F~llowing is a cqpy of. the lette~ I have sent to Hono~able Tony 
Knowles, . . _ 
Mr. Frank Rue, and ·Ms .. D.eborah Williams regarding acquisition of lands 
on Homer Spit/Beluga Slough~ + commend you for theacquisitions the 
Councii has made to date and he~rtily ericourage this addition. . .· ' . . .. . . . . . . 

f-..s you are well aware, intertidal tesotirces were 'severeLy injured-by 
the . .. 

· .. 
Exxon Valdex oil spill. Aritongst th_e lands affe-cted,· were 'lands. on .. 

·Homer 
Spit and Beluga Sl-ough~ .-The opportunity is now a.t handto "restore" 
these· intertidal ·resources via habitat acquisition. The City o{ · 
Homer~ · ·. : . 
in cancer~ wi~h the ~achemak Heritage Lan~ ·Trust, are ~orking to 
protect ·· ·: . · _ . 
key parcels of pr'1 vate land in these areas. · The Trust for Public. Land 
{TPL) is. also nom1nating tr.a.cts ·for acquisition through the Exxon 
Valdex · -
Trustee Councll.small parcel ptogram .. 

As the Nature -Conservimcy has long been aware, conservation is most 
effective when the "big picture" is addressed. Please' enCouragE{ ·the 
Trustees to f~nd the TPL nominated tra~ts so that these tidelands can 
be 
effectively.pi~served. These lands provide'high~quality'tecreation, .· 
iqcluding clam digging, birdwatching, and recreation {all "services" 
irijured by the spill). Homer Spit has approximately 200,000 visitors 
annually; visltors.and ·residents would benefit g~eatly fr6m this- · · 

'acquisition . 

. Janice Schofield 
herbscho~ala~ka~net 

_ !Printed for ospic@ alaska. net 



George ~tz, ,09:50 ~-3/13/97 , [Fwd: Homer.Spit Tidelanc:;ls] 

Date: Thu,: .13 Mar.· 1991 09: 50: 2.5 -09.00 
From: George Matz <ge.omatz@Aiaska.NET> ·· 

· Or.ganization:. · E;co Analysis 
To: ospi~@~laska.n~i 

·Subject:. [Fwd: Hom.er Spit ·Tidelands.) 
Content~Disposition: 'inline 

X-Mozilla-Sta~us: b001 .. 
. Message- ID:. -<33284808 .1BDO@alaska. net> 
Date: Thu, 13 Mar '1997'09:4.4:24 -0.906 
From: George Matz · <geomatz@alas,ka. net> 
Organizat"ion: Eco-An"alysis .. · · . . - ~ 

X--Mailer: Mozilla 2.01KIT (Win95; U) 
MIME-Version:. 1.0 
To:· deporah 1 willfams@ios~<;ioi.gov 
CC: rebecca~@~ilspill.go~.siate.ak.us 
Subject: Homer Spit Tidelands· 

· Content~Type: . text/plain; charset=us..;.ascii 
Content-Trans fer.;:, Encoding: · 7bi t 

. . 

Anchorage Aud1,.1bon Society 

. March 13, 1997 

Ms. Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee . 

P.O. Box .101161 
Anchorage, AK .. · 995.10 

. I 

U.S. Depart~ent of I~terior 
1689 C St. . 

99501 . 

Dear Ms: Williams: 

. ·' 

' ' 

•. 

·I 

·The Anchorage Audupon Society requests: your support· c:if the· proposal: b}! 
the Trust for · 
Public Land, the Cit,y ot'~omer, and the.Kachemak Heritage Land Trust 
to .the Exx~nValdez · . . . . . . 
Oil Spill Trustee Council to purchase· some relatively small but very·· 
important parcels.~ · . · 
of privately owned land: in Beluga Slough ahd. ~n .the Homer Spit; an 
are.a impacted by .the 
oil· spill. The tidelands in this area are rich. with clams, mussels,· 
and other 
intertidal organisms arid, for this reason, proVide a critical staging 
area for migrating 
shorebirds. In· fact this a-rea has. been 9-esignated both a Western 
Hemisphere Sho~ebird· 

jPrinted. for ospic@alaska.net· .1 "] 



/ George Matz, 09:50 AM· 3/13/97 [Fwd: Homer Spit Tidel~nds] 

Reserve Network site as well as a State Critical Habitat Area. It 
attracts over 100,000 
shorebirds during spring migration and is the reason for the very 
popular Kachemak Bay . 
Shor~bird Festival, a major touris~ event for 'the area. These 
tidelands have both 
significant ecological and economic values and would greatly 
·complement other publicly 
owned lands in the adjacent ~rea. Purthase of these larids ~auld make 
a significant · · 
contribution to the mission of the-Exxon Valdez Oil- S~ill Trustes 
Council. 

Thank you for considering our request. 

Sincerely, 

George Matz 
President 

.. 

cc Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Trust Council 

/Printed for ospic@alaska.net 

..-. 
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I George Matz, 09:.49 AM 3/13/97., [Fwd: Homer Spit Tidelands]. 

Date: Thu, 13 Mar .199709:49:45 -0900 . 
From: George Matz <~eomatz@Alaska:NET> 
Organization: Eco Ahalysis 
T6: o~pic@ala~ka.n~t 
Subject: '[Fwd: Homer Spit Tidelands) 
Content-Disposition: inline · 

·March 13, · 1997 

Frank Rue, Commissioner 
.Alaska Departm~nt of ~ish 
1255 W. 8th Street 
Juneau, AK 99802 

Dear Commissioner Rue: 

and Game 

' . 

t. "' ,-- ' 

-- ;,. 

The Anchorage Audubon Society. requests your support of the· propos a~ . by 
the Trust for . . . . . . 
.Public Land, th~ Ci~y·of Homer, and the K~chemak Heritage Larid Trust 
to the E~xon Valdez · 
Oil Spill Trustee Coui}cil to purchase some relatively small but very 
important pard:!ls· · · . . · · · . , . . . · 
of privately owned~land in Beluga ~laugh and on the Home~ Spit, an. 

·. ar.ea impacted by the · · 
oil· spill .. The tideLands in this_ area are rich with clams, mussels, 

.and other 
intertidal organisms and) for this reason, piovide a criti~al staging 

. area for migrating 
shorebirds~ In~fa~t this area has been designated.both a_Western· 
Hemispheie Shorebird 
Reserve Network site as .well as a State Criti¢al Habitat· Area. It 

I~P_r~i_n_.t_e_d __ f_o_r~·~o_s~p~·~_·c_@_·a __ la __ s~~-a_._n_e_t_·~----~----~----------~----------~~--:_ l 



George Matz, 09:49 AM 3/13/97 , [Fwd: Homer Spit Tidelands] 

attracts over 100,000 
shorebirds during spring migration and is the reason for the very 
popular Kachemak Bay . . 
Shorebiid Festival, a major tourism event for the area. These 
tidelands have both 
significant ecological and economic values and would greatly 
complement other publicly 
owned l~nds in the adjacent area.. Purchase of these lands-would make 
a significant · 
contribution to the mission bf the Exxon Valdei Oil Spill Trustee . 

"' . 
Council. 

Thank you for considering our request. 

Sincerely, 

George Matz 
President 

c~ Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trust Council 

·!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 2 



Ornithological Coun, 11.: 00 N-1 3/13/97,. Acquisi tic;m o~ tidelands at. Hi} 

x...:.sender: box570@mail.crosslink.net 
Date: Thu, 13 Mar 1997, 11:00:55. 
To: office of ·the .govern·or@gov .·state·. ak. tis 
From: Ornithological Council' :<oc@cnie .. org> 
Subject·: Acquisition of tidelands at Homer· Spit and Bel"uga Slough 
Cc: frankr@fishgame.state:ak.us, deborah 1 williams@ios.doi.gov, 

ospic@alaska.net · - - · · 

Governor Tony Kn6wles 
PO.Bqx 11001 
Juneau, AK 99811 

March 13-~ '1997 

Dear.Governor Knowles: 

·The oinithoiogi6gl C6unGil represerits the 5,000 ornithologists and 
students . 
of bird life in North America, organized into 'seven ;:;cientific 
professional . · . 
societies. We ask ydU to· s~pport ·th~ before the Exxon Valdez Oil 

. Spill 
Trustee Council to pufchase critical tidelands along th~ Homer. spit 
and in 
the Beluga Slough. 

,I 

These intertidal lands provide essential bird.habitat, especially fbi 
migrating shorebirds~. The~ are world known for the conceritratiohs of 
migrating birds. - ~igratirig b{rds by th~ ten$ if not hundreds of 

. thousand~ . · -
use the tidelands· as a critical f~eding ground·to p4t on fat essential 
for 
their long migratory journeys. The resource~·that they provide can not 
be , 
replaced as it is impossib-le to create new habitats with these 
resources. 
Because th~ 1989 oil spill signifiGantly damaged intertidal systems in 
Alaska, it is appropriate to use the Exxon funds for the acquisition 
of · · 
these tidelands in t~e context of mitigation. · 

T·he Homer 'spft and: Beiu9a Slough provide significant scientific· 
resources I' 

for the study ~f-bird miQr~tion-and the physiblogical and behavioral. 
processes involved.in the migrat~~y activity. 

They also provide-Significant recreational opporturiities as well. A· 
few 
years ago, the American Ornithologists' Union held its annual meeting 

!Printed for ospictal~ska.net 1 1- ·-



I· Ornithological Coun, 11:00 AM 3/13/97, Acquisition of tidelands at Hcp 

in 
Fairbanks. Many of our members extended their stay in Alaska to· 
pursue . 
~irdwatching and other ecptouris~ activities. I personal!~ have 
visited 
the Kenai peninsula to observe your birds and other wildlife. 

.l. 

Birdwatching provides major tourism revenue to Alaska. Thousands of 
birdwatchers journ~y to the Homer area each year arid there is a 
Kachemak 
Bay ~horebird Festival. There are also opportunities for other 
recreational pursuits such as clam digging, hiking, and fishing. 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has an import~nt 
opportunity to 
restore intertidal resources through its small partel program by 
funding 
acquisiiion of the~e areas. 

The purchase of th~ private areas being considered by the Trustee 
·council· 
would greatly complement the efforts of the City of Homer to dedicate 
some 
of its tidelands to conservation. We would urge your support for the 
acquisition of Homer Spit and Beluga Slough by the Ex~ori Valdez Oil 

I 

. Spill 
Trustee c·ounci 1 . 

Sincerely, 

David E. Blockstein, Ph.D .. 
Senior Scientist 
David E. Blockstein, Ph;D. 
Chair 
The Ornithological Council 
1725 K St. -NW #212 . 
Washington, DC 20006-1401 
202-530-5810f fax 202-628-4311 
New phone number as of Nov. 13: 202~530-5810 
OC@CNIE.org . 
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET 
"Providing Scientific Information about Birds" 

1Print~d for ospic@alaska.net 2 
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.·'March 12~ 1997 

. ·Mr. Frank Rue 
· .· Commissioner 

AK Department of Fish and Game 
125 5 W. 8th Street 
Juneau, AK 99802 . . 

Dear Mr. 'Rue, 

Ori behalf of Defenders of Wildlife, I am writing to urge your ·support in protecting 
. very important shorebird habitat in the area of Homer, Alaska. We. urge your positive 
action on using funds available from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trust to support the .. · 
Kacheinak Heritage Land Trust's protection ofkey habitat Defenders of Wildlife, ·a 
national conservation organization with nearly_200,000 members and supporters, is 
active in bird conservation programs around the nation. ' 

We understand that the Exxon V~ldez Oil Spill Truste~ Council is seriously 
considering applying funds to acquire, through the 'small parcel program', key tracts of 
shorebird habitat at the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough. For several reasons, we 
endorse using available funds for these acquisitions.· First, these particular intertidal 
ar~as were badly damaged by tlieoil spill in 1989, therefore, protection of these key 

· tracts through acquisition is a· particularly appropriate use ·of those funds. . 
~ , . I . , . . . . ' ' 

Second, these tidelands attract tourists and ·recre.ationists who enjoy the opportunity to 
. view the huge numbers of shorebirds that rely on this habitat. This tourism, which has 
minimal impact on the birds, provides economic benefits tq the area; Income from 
tourism decreased in the area as a result of the-oil spill, making this assistance to that 
sector of the region's economy particularly justified . 

. Finally, th~ importance of this_ area for the shor~birds themselves must not be 
-overlooked .. This area is a Western Hemisphere S~orebird Reserve Network site 
(hosting over 100,000 shorebirds each spring), a designated State Critical Habitat, and · 

· the location for theKachemakBay Shorebird FestivaL· · · 

. ·Defenders of Wildlife would certainly appreciate positive action o~ this .issue. The 
.. time to act is now. 

·:·sincerely_,%/· .. ·"" · __ · ···-. 

'/ ,/.--7' .. 
~ ...,· .. · . 

,;-· ~,.., .·. ·, . 

Laura Hood· 
Policy Analyst _-

. .. ~ . 
. ~ '.J: ',J.• •••• 

. ; ... : -·r .. ,..., 
;· ,": ;.__ .. _ 



. . 

Ms. Deborah Williams 
EVOS 
1689 C St. #100 
Anchorage, 99501 

Dear Ms. Williams, 

3/i2/97 

We are a·sking ·you to suppor.t the Tr~st for ·Pubi ic Land, the 
City of .Horner, and Kachei;llak.Heritage Land Trust in their 
efforts to s~cure some of the last privately owned parcels 

·of land_on.the Horner _Spit ari~ .Belug~ Slough. These parcels 
are val~able intertidal lands ahd tidelands-that provide 
valu~~le food ~ources for;·bird ~opulations, thereby allo~~~g 
high-~uality recreation for Ala~kans and.tourists. ·This 
land tan be.i~po~~ant habitat acquisiti6n with the 
conservation efforst of ,the City of Horner. . This Critical 
Habitat Area of Kachernak B~y has seen too much developrnenta~· 
pressure in the last several years: · 

We hope the Trustee.Council will give th~se parcels serious_· 
~onsideration. We are counting on your support. Thank you. 

,....;, 

yours, 

Michael arid Diane McBride 

Diane and Michael McBride • China Pooi Bay • P.O. Box 956 _• Homer; Alaska 99603 • USA .• (907) 235-8910 
· Nadonally and Internationally Honored Accommoclations and Services · · · 

, ' . ' I • . • 



_Commissioner F. Rue 
ADFG 
1 2 55 W. 8th St . 
Juneau, AK. 99802. 

Dear Commissioner Rue, 

3/12/97 

We are asking you to stipport the Trust for Public Land, the 
City of Horner, and Kachernak He~itage Land Trust in their 
efforts to se6ure some of the l.ast privately owned parcels 
of land on the Horner Spit and Beluga Slough. These parcels 
are valuable intertidal lands and tidelands that provid~ 
~aluable food sources for bird populations, thereby allowing 
high-qu~lity recreation for Alaskans and touri~ts. This 
land can be important hab~tat- acqui~ition with the 
cons~rvation efforst of the City of Horner This Cri~ical 
~abitat Area of Kache~ak Bay has seen too much developmental 
pressure in the last several ·year·s. 

We_hope the Trustee Council will give these parcels serious 
consideration. We are countin~ on your ~upport. Thank you. 

·~lly 
yours, 

Michael and Diane McBride . 

.. . · 

Diane and Michael McBride • China Poot Bay • P.O. Box 956 -. Homer; Alaska 99603 e USA • (907) 235-8910 
Nationally and Internationally Honored Accommodations and Services · 

l 
/: ... ~ ./. > ··: / 
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,·-~;);. 
Massachus.etts Aud.ubon Society 

Center for Biological Conservation · 
.: · 208 South Grear Road · · · ,,· 

March 12, .1997 

Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor. 
P.O. Box ·11001 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Governor Knowles, 

L'incoln, Massachuse-tts 0177 3 · 
': (617) 259-9500 

:: -=·..::: 

It has recently come .to IllY attention that a wonderful opp~rtunity 
currently exists for. you to support an important conservation 
initiative that is presently pending in· the Horner area of south-. 

. coastal Alaska. I am specifically referring to Horner Spit and the 
efforts that·the Trust fo:r:: Public. Land (TPL)· and the City of Horner 
and I<achernak Heritage t,and.Trust are making· to acquire public land 
areas in Beluga Sloughand•along Homer Spit. 

From a personal perspective, both as a bird tour leader and. 
ornithologist who has brought Massachusetts ~udubon Society natural··_ .. ,· .. 
history tour groups to Alaska for the past: five years, as well ~s 
from the point of view of a member of the Board of Directors o·f -the 
American Birding Association, . there seems ·to exist a ·wonderful · 
opportunity to preserve in perpetuity some areas of outstanding 
importance to both. recreational us~ and to migratory birds, 
especially shorebirds. 

The area intertidal areas · in the vicinity of Beluga Slough and 
Homer took a real hit from the Exxon Valdez oil spill, and the area 
continues to be beleaguered by pres sur~ from. various industrial 
developers whose interests could permanently jeopardize the·· 
recovery of the fragile and biologically: valuable intertidal areas· 
in the Homer· Spit area. · · 

Horner Spit and. its extensive intertidal ··areas, are critically. 
valuable resources, not just as part of Alaska's great wildlife 

. treasure, but also to the people who come, as I do, . {rom great . 
distances to obs'erve and appreciate the beauty and the spectacle· 
that is southern Alaska in late spring. The very existence of the 
Kachernak Bay· Shorebird· Festival is ample testament to· the 
importance the Homer area represents -to t'he local· economy .and 
ecotourisrn industry! F,emember, economic assets can be measured in 
various ways.. · · · · 



531 P03 

. ' 
Keeping these thoughts in mind, even"" though they seem to "come from 
afaru, I strongly urge you to support the TPL'S efforts to nominate 
for land acquisition intertidal· areas in the Homer Spit area 
thrqugh the use of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council's 
small parcel program. With the same enlightened spirit that has. 
directed certain previous appropriations toward acquiring valuable 
intertidal lands despoiled by the Exxon Valdez oil.spillt I would 
hope that the Trustee Council would support the current effort to 
preserve as much of the Homer Spit as funding opportunities allow . 

. ·. Thank you for seriously conside~ing this matter and its· importance 
to not just the. residents of the Homer area, but also to the many 
visitors who annually come to your great state to appreciate it in 
all of it glory. 

Sincerely, ~ 

tuo.r/1.1 R .:U-.. 
wayn~ R; Petersen 

.Field ornithologist 

I' L-":::'.1. 
~-·~ ,_ . .., . 
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WOLf IR.U' HILL 

A. r. 9. '; . 24.-- \\'inter Strec 

~I iJd!e'>:>niu ;h .. \ b;;~chusdts, o: 

Mr. ~rank Rue, Commissionei 
.Alaska Dept. df Fis~ a~d Game 
1255 West 8th St~eet · 
June~u. AK 99811 

Dear Commissidne~ R~e: 

22 WIN TEA ST .. RF.O •2 
~100LE90RO. MA 02'J46 TELEPHONE 

.e ; . ille' 
t&' ,., 947·0.21 a i~l 

, Both ~Y .father .an·d' his eldest br.other • traveled to Alaska in the: 
'la!;it decade' of t'he 'rsoos, att~:.a'cte:cr by 'your beautif-ul wilderness. and 
the diversity and abtindan'ce of ,.ri;19lif·e. •My father was·un·able to stay 
but my uncle remained in the Ketchikan area until he was an old man. 

I; top, h~ve visi~ed Alaska, timing my travels t.o coincide 'with 
the concentra t i9ns .and migrations of w.i ldii fe, particularly birds. · 
One. of· my fa·vorite mem~rie.s, is, of t<i:!ie ·spent 0!1 the r<e'nai Peninsula·, 
searching for 1shoiebirds on the Homer ~pit 'and taking boats from there 
t6 find seabirds ~e never see,her~ c~ the East coast. fhe ara~ is well
kno'lm to increasing numbers of .. ardent bir,(!wat·chers w.ho travel wo,rl~-wide 
seeking ··~.i rd concentz::a tiers· such ii!S are: found .. i~ Homer. 

~ee~ I ~oint out that birds. hav~ become BIG BUSINESS? . Birders g~n-
. erate biTlions of·. dollars of· econdm1c activity lvherever birds are found 

in. predictable .numbers .. And they .are a renewable resource as .long as. . 
th'eir needed habitats ar·e 'pteserve-J .· .Increas.ed· bir.d populations ·e.nsure· a.· 

. variety of · recrea ti.o.n'al .•oppprtun:i tjes an(j ecqnomic benefits t.o nfi'!arby · 
communities,· as long as the birds continue to c.ome at traditional times. 

• ~ • •• • • '. • • ' ... ' • - > : •• 

'.· 

I'~nderitand ihat the Trust for P~blic La~d, the City 6f Homer and 
the Lachemak ~eritage iand.Trust are working to obtain some key pieces 

·a:f or.iv.ate land frame. will.ing sellers in ··the Beluga. Slough and along· the 
·Spii: FundS obtai~ed through th~ Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trpstee COuncil 

have be~n used alre~dy for several valuable ~and acquisitions.in o~~er 
~laces, bu~ th~·opportuniti ~o protect· the ~elUga .Slough·and the Home~ 
Spit has arisen orily receriily and ·m~s~ be ~cted upo~ quickly. · 

.. 
Intertidal resources suffered badl~ .as.a .result of. the oil ·Spill. 

'This opportunity to preserve ti;!E?!lancs alon·g the spit and slough mu.st 
not be allowed·to slip away for this habitat ~n6 the flora and fauna . 
it sup.ports will,· .if preserved,. s.up1;ort. higl}-quality recreation indefin-· 
itel~ for as long as local communiti~s c~n .provide accomodations for the 
tho~~~nds of Alask~n r~siden~s ·~nd vis~tors who. will seek s~ch beauty: · 
Rene•,..rable· resources provide. f9r much more. stahle ·economies than do the . 
b~aditlon~~.boom~~~d~bu~t cycles that accompan~ re~ource extraction, 

. · On })eha"~·f· of· au: ~ho lOve Al~sk~ .. both. res{dents -~nd non-re~ident?, , .. 
: .. please .do what you .can to. encourage 'and accomplish tliis opportun'ity to 
. restore. intertidal r~s6u~c~s th;b~~h· hibitat acq~fsition and thus ~ake 
. something ·Of perma·n·e·nt ben.efit re'su1.'t fi'om' the tragedy· Of the infamOUS· 

Exxon .Valdez oil sp . .ill. · 
.· -:-: .-\ 

... . ~- . : . - ,..._, 

-· ' 1> 
. .. :·,-, ~·! 

:.::-~,; cr:=:ct 
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EXXON VALDEZ OlL SPlll 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL( 

Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor 
P.O. Box 11001 · 
J~neau, AK 99811- ·· 

Deir Bovernor Knowles: 

.WOLF TRAP HILL FARM 
· 22 WINTER STREET · 

MIDDLEBOROUGH. rv:A 02346 

12 March 1997 

Both my £ather and his eldest brot~er traveled to Alaska in the 
last decade of .the. 1800s, attracted by your b~autiful ~ilderness and 
the diversity and abundance of wildl.ife. My father was unable to stay 
but my uncle remained in ·the Ketchikan area until. he wa"s an old ·man. 

I, too, have visited Alaska, timirig my travels to coincide with 
the concentrations and migrations of. wildlife, particularly birds. 
One. of my favorite memories i~ of time spent cin the Kenai Peninsula, 
searching for shorebirds"on the Homer Spit and taking boats from there 
to find ieabir~s we never s~e. here on the East coast. Th~ area is well~ 

·known to increasing numbers of ardent birdwatchers wh~ travel.world-~ide 
seeking bird concentr~tions sue~ as are found in Homer. 

. - . . 

~eed I _point out that bird~ have be~ome ~IG BUSINESS?. Birders gen~ 
erate billions of dollars of economic activity wherevei birds ar~ found 
in predi~table numbers. And they·a~e a·renewabl~ resource as long as· 
their needed habitats are· pres,erved. Increased bird populations ensure a 4i4 
variety of ·recreational opportunities and econo~ic benefits td nearby ~ . 
communities, as long ~s the birds continue to come at traditional ti~es. · -~ 

I understand that the Trust for Public Land, theCity ofHomer and 
the Lachemak Heritage Land Trust are working to obtain some key pieces 
of private land from willing sellers in the Beluga Slough and along the 
Spit.· Funds ohtained through the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
have been used already for several valuable land acquisitions in other 
places, but the opportunity to protect the Beluga Slough and the Homer 
Spit has ari~en only ~ecently and must be acted upon quickly, 

Intertidal resources s~ffered badly as a result of'·the oil spill. 
This opportunity to preserve tidelands along the spit and slough must 
n~t b~ allowed to slip away for this habitat and the flOra and f~una 
it supports will, if preserved, ~upport high-quality recre~tirin· indefin
itely for as ~ong a~ local communities can p~ovid~ ·ac~omodations for the 
~housands of Ala~kan. residents and visitors who will s~ek such ·beauty. 
Renewable resou.rces. provide for .much more stable eco.nomie.s than do the 

-traditional boom-and-bust cycles that accompany resource extraction. 

.. 
. ' 

On behalf of all who iove Alaska, both residents and non-residents, ·'· 
~lease do what you can to encou{ag~ and accomplish this opportunity to ~~ 
restore intertidal reiources through habitat ac~uisition and ~hus make 
so~ething of permanent benefit result from the tragedy of the infamous 
Ex~on Valdez oil spill. · 

Very truly yours, 

~~~--
Kathleen S .: Anderson 



Ca thi- Pelletier I os.: 3~ PM 3/12/97:., RE: ·EVOS Funds for Intertidal r 
- . . . •, . . ' ,· ' i '\ ' ~- :·- ' ' . ':. ,. 
TQ: offJ.~e.:..of_the_governor@gov:. sta~e ._aK<·; ll,S (The Honorable. Tony 
Knowles) · · · 
c~ :· frankr@f ishga.me. state. ak ~us (Frank Rue) , 

deborah 1 wiili.ams@ibs.doi.gov (Debor·ah Williams), 
ospic@alaska. net (Exxon Valdez Oil Spill· Trust Council) 

Subject: RE: EVOS. ru:nds, for Intertidal Lands . 
X-Juno-Line-Breaks: o~1,5-6,il-12,20-21,24,29-30,33-34,36~45 
From: her'onwihg@juno. com (cathi Pelletier) · 
Date: Wed, 12 Mar-1997 17:34:20 EST 

Dear Sir: 

I am an avid birder. I tiequently travel to see birds. I plan to 
visit - · 
the Lower Rio Grande Yalley o.f Texas and the· seattle/Tacoma· area of·. 
Washington. this ye·qr. Within the next 2 years,. I plan to make a. trip 
to 
Alaska .. · 

. . 
To me, one of highlights of--a visit to Alaska w6uld.be. the ~xcellent 
shorebird-habitat in the Homer. area .. This is a critical stagin~ area 
for migrating shorebirds, hosting over 100, 009 shorebirds €-ach spr-ing. 
The Kachemak Bay Shoiebird Festival celebrates this remarkable natural 
event. 

·,. ' 

I have .been alerted that key par·ce).s of private land in the· Homer Spit 
and Belug.3: Slough reg1on are available from willing sellers .. I urge 
you 
to support the acquisition of these' 'lands through the smalb·par~el 
prog,ram of the-Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council.· Since 
intertidal 
resource~ were badly damaged by the oil. spill~ the preservation of 
these 
lands is a highly appr.opr ia te. use of funds. Moreover, recreation·. 
inclriding tourism -~is a key Alaskan. economic resource that w~s 
damaged 
by the spill. · · 

Alaskans would benefit from this 9-cquisition. 
birder.s 

.The importance of 

~o the itate'~ economy should ~6t be under~~ti~ated~ 
the 

Birdwatching-is 

most popular·pastime in the United sf~tes. 
According fo the i:J.s .. Fish and Wildlife Service, 76 million Americans 
watched,- photographed and fed:bird~ and other ~ildlife in 1991. This 
generated nearly $40 billion in economic act~vity, sup~orted 766,000 
jobs, and .resulted in $3 billibn in state and federal tax ~evenue~~ · 
$7.5 ' ' ' 
billion was travel-related expendittires. 

!Print•d for ospic@alaska.net 1 



Cathi Pelletier, OS: 34 PM 3/12/97 , RE :. EVOS Funds for Intertidal 

·The nu!nber of birders is growing rapidly. Birde·rs tend to be well
edudated and have disposabl~ income available for travel tb birding 
destinations~ 

.. 

I strongly encourage you to make this woithWhile investment in 
ALaska's 
economic future.· 

Sincerely, . 

Cathi Pelletier 
Heronwing@juno.com 
Waterbury, CT 
Member, The American Birding Association 
Member, The Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
Member, The Nature Conse.rvancy 

I • 

JPrinted for ospic@alaska. net 
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· KerrieK@abl. com, 01:03 PM 3/.12/97 , .Intertidal Wetlands 

rrom: Ker~ieK@aol.to~. 
Date: Wed, ·12 Mar 1997 13:03:18 -OSOO'(ES~). 
To: ospic@al~ska.neci 
Stibject~ Irtt~rtidal W~tlands 

Exxori Valde~Oil Spill Trust~e Cotincil 
·645 G·~treet Suite.400. 

· · AnchorageL AK 99501. · 

. Council Trustees: 

The following lett~r has bee~ sent to: 

Honorable ~ony Knowles 
Governor · · · 
P . o·. Box 110 01 
Juneau, Ai< 998 81 ·. . 

. office_of_the_governor@gov.stat~.ak.us 

Mr. Frank Rue 
CommissiOner 

.AK Department. of Fish arid Game 
1255 w. 8th Str~et 
Juneau, AK 99802· 

frankr@fishgame.stat~.ak.us 
. - I . . 

·Ms. Deborah Wilfiams. 
EVOS Trustee . 
U.S. Dept. of the' Irite~ior 
1~89 C. Street . Suit~ #100 
Anchorage, AK 99501 . . 

deborah..:_l_williams@ios. s:Ioi. gov · 

Homer Spit andBeluga Slough wouid beexcellent considerations 
for Exxon · · · 
Valdez Oil Spill TrVstee C6uncil land acquisition through the 'small 

. . . . . . . . ' 

. par.cel · 
program'. Oil spill funds are· intended for "pieservatio~ of 
intertidal . . . . 
lands"; ·sin6e~ intertidal resources were badl~'~amaged by the oil. 
spill, · · · · · ·· ·· · 
these lands are well- suited fo~ inclusion~ 

These· parcels afs-o ·yield high-quality. recreation opportunities: 
beach · · . · · . . 

. activities,. wildlife viewing and bird-watching.·· This· site is w·ell 
.know as ·a · · : · . . · 
staging area for migrqtory shorebirds, arid the Kachemak ·Bay Shorebird 
Festival is ·an iBternat~onally renowned ecotourism destination. . This 
sort of · 
recr'eation·, an. economic ;resource, was a .service impacted by the spill. 

· LjP_r:_i_n_t_e_d __ f_o..:..J:"_o_s..!:,p_i_c.....:@::...a_l-:-:-:a---'s.'-k_a_~-..,..n_e_t-'-.~c------"'":7---,-~---:---~---............:."'"---1-:- .J 

',.· 



KerrieK@aol. com, 01:03 PM 3/12/97 ·, Intertidal Wetlands·. 

Northern Virginia Bird Club is the Washington DC area chapter of 
the 
Virginia So.ciety· of Ornithology. We sponsor 150 lo.cetl field trips. 
each· year 
for our 700 plus members. Many of us travel ·widely to see birds. 
Al.aska, 

·despite the dist~nce, is a prime destination. Our group ~orild very 
much like 
to see this accomplished. 

Sincerely,. 

Kerrie L. Kirkpatrick, ·President, 
Northern Virginia Bird Club 
AVCON Wildlife Information 
3413 Surrey Lane, 
Falls Church, VA , 22042 
703-560-4950 FAX:560-5532 
KerrieK@aol.com 

IPiinted for ospic@alaska.net 
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.___J_o_h_· n_R_l._· l~e_y=-.:..., _0_1_·:-:-2_6---:.AM-:-_3_/:___;1._2~/_9_7_. _:_'_H_o_m_e_r_S-'p::___i_t_· '--:'---:------.:...__: _ _.:___:_:._____Jl 

Date~ Wed, lZ Mar 1997 01:26:51 -0500 
• ' . • ' • ' • • ' • -\.1. '... • • . • ,'. ! . ~ . ! . • 

· From: ·John Riley <JRILEY@compU.serve. com>· .. 
Subject: Homer Spit. 
To: Tony Knowles <office~of the ~overnor@gov.stat~.ak.us>. 
cc: . EVOS Trustee Counci 1-<ospic@alaska .'net> · 

I am writing in supp.ort of p·rese.rving tl)e. intertidal resources of the 
Homer 
Spit by inclusion in the EVOS small parcel prog'l:·am. This is an 
irivaluable. . . . · 

. highly visible· Alaskan resource· which is rapidly vanishing with 
• .development · ·. 
'of the spit. My family and I ~isit the ar~a every year and my daugMter 
has · · . . . 
gained knowledge and an appreci~tion of marine life in this natural 

.outdoor · · 
classroom. I urge the EVOS to protect this land for all Alaskans. 

John Rile,y 

·. ·, 

jPrinted for ospi.c@alas·ka.net. 
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;I Rebekah Cres!lkoff.i· 0.6:-45 AM 3/12/97 , · EVOS Funds. for Intertidal Land\· 

• X-Sender: rc.:reshkoff@pop .rnindspr'l.:ng; com 
Date: Wed, 12 Mar. 1997. 06: 4s :·14 -,o.soo . . . . 
To: office of .the governor@gov.sta,t.e.ak.us · · , .. 
From:. Rebekah -:-Creshkoff · <rcrE:!shkoff@rniridspring. corn> 

·Subject: . EVOS .f:unds .for. Intertid.al L~nds in the Horn~r Spit/Beluga. 
: Slough Region · 
Cc: ospic@alaska.net 

The Honorable Tohy Knowles 
Governor 
P.O. Box 11001 
·Juneau, AK · 99881 

- : ' 

Dear Goverrior Knowles: 
. 

I-co_.;.chair the Conservation Committee of the Linnaean Sociei:.'y of New 
York, 
the pld~st qrgaoization dedicated to the study of riatural· his~ory in 
the 
U.S. We have air active membership of more than· 500 people, ·virtually 
all of 
whom are avid birdv.-atchers. ·. Many frequently travel to see birds .. 
They are 
"avitourists~"' 
its· 

·. . . . . ' . . . 

Indeed, our field trip committee is rapi~ly~xpanding 

list out-of-state destinations, and a trip to Alaska is defin'i tely 
·under 
consideration. 

.. 
To an avitourist, one of highlights of a ~isi~ to ~laska is the prime 
shorebird habitat in the Horner vicinity. This is an irnportan·t staging 
area· 
for migrating. shorebirds,. hosting in excess of .100, 000 shorebirds each 
spring.. Indeed, the Kachernak Bay Shorebird· Festi.val capitalizes on 
this · 
remarkable nattiral.event. 

I have been.· alerted that key parcels of private land in the -Horner 
and 

•, 

Beluga Sloug-h region are avaiiable from wi1linq sellers. r urge 
·to 
support the. acquisition of these l_ands through the small-parcel 
program· of 
.the Exx'on Valdez Oil _Spill Trustee Council; Since intertidal 
resources were . _ . 

Spit 

you 

badly damaged by the oil spill~ ihe pres~rvatio~ of these lands is a 
highly . . . 
appropriate use of funds. Mo_reover~. recreation --~including 
avitourism -- · ··· 
is a key Alaska~ econ6~ic.resource~that was damaged by the spil1._ 

.,Printed for ospic@alaska: net· 1 



Rebekah Creshkoff, 06:45 AM 3/12/97 , EVOS Funds for· Intertidal Land j· 

~laskans would b~nefit from this acquisitiofi. The importance of 
birdwatchers to the state's economy cannot be overestimat~d~ 
Birdwatching · 
is the most popular pastime i~·the United States. There are currently 
.65 
million birdwatchers in America, and the number is.growing rapidly. 
These · 
people tend to be highly educated and have disposable income available 
for 

·travel to birding destinations. 

I s~r6ngiy e~courage you to make this worthwhile. investment .in 
_Alaska's . 
economic future. 

Sincerely, 
Reb~kah Creshkoff 
The Lin~aean Society of Ne~ York 
15 W~st 77th Street 
New York, NY 10024 

cc: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 2 
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. I o'.Rebe,kah Creshkoff, 06.; 45 ·AM. 3/1~/97. EVOS ·· FunQs for· Intertidal Land\ - . . . ,. \: ' 

· X-Sender: rcreshkoff@pop·. mindsp'r ing ~ c.9rn·. . . 
Date: Wed,. 12 Mar··· 1997 · 0.6: 45·: 17 · -0500 :;: · :· · ,t ' ~ . 

To: frankr;@fi:Shgarrie. st·a te. a,k. us. . . 
• From:. Rebekah.·Creshkoff <rcre:jihkof:f@mindspring.com> · 
Subject: EVOS Funds. for • Intertidal La.nds in ·the Homer;· Bpi t/Beluga 
.Sloug~ Region c 

Cc:. ospic@alaska.net 

Mr. Frank· Rue · . 
Commi'ssioner 
AK Department of Fish 
1255 w. 8th Street· 
Juneau, AK . 99.802 

· · . Dear Commissioner Rue: 

.. , . , ... 

,,,: 

. ' . ~ 

& Game· 

' . 

I co-chair.the Conservation Committee of the Linnaean Society.of New 
York, 

' .. 

the oldest organization dedic;ated to the study. of natural histO.ry in. 
~ ' . . , . 

the. 
U.S. We have an active member·ship of more than 500 ·people, v.irtual~y 
all of 

· whom are ·avid birdwatch~rs: ·.Many frequently travel to see birds. 
They.are 
"a.vi tourists." Indeed, our· f~ei.'d. trip corn:tnitt~e is· r·apidly ·e.xpanding 
its.· . ,• . . . . .. 

list out~6f-state de~tinatidn~, and a trip to Al~ska is definitely 
under 

·consideration. 

To an avi~6urist, one of. highlights·of a··visit to Alaska is the prime 
shorebird habitat in the Homer· vicinity·. This·' is an ~important staging 
area 
for migratin~ shorebird~, hostirig in'excess of. 100,000 shorebirds e~ch 
spring. Indeed, the Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival capitalizes ·on 
this 

' . 
remarkable na.tur.al event . 

. I ·have been alerted that ~ey parcels .. of priiate l~nd in the Homer S~it 
and 
Bel~ga ~lough region .are availab1e from wi~Jirig sellers. I urge you 

. to· . . · · .· 
. support ·the acquisition of these lands through the .small-parcel·· 
program of · ·· · 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. Since intertidal , : .· .. ·resources were 
badly damaged- by_ the oil. spill-, ·the preservation :of ~hese iands is a 
.highly . 
appropr i? te use 6 f ·funds. More6yer; recre~tion ~- including_ 
avito.urism .--

jPrinted for ospic@alaska·:net ·. 1 I. 



I .Rebekah Creshkoff I 06:45 AM 3/12/97 I "EVOS Funds for Intertidal Land I 
is a key A~ask~n economic resource that was damaged by the··spill. 

Alaskans would benefit from this acquisition. Th~ importance ~f 
birdwatchers to the .state's economy cannot be overestimated. 
Birdwatching 
is the most popular pastime in the United States. There are ~urrently 
65 ' 
million birdwatchers in America, and: the number is growing rap'idly. 
These 
people tend to be highly educated and have disposable income available 
for 
travel io birding destinations. 

I· strongly encourage you to make this worthwhile investment in 
Alaska's 
economic ·future. 

Sincerely, 
Rebekah Creshkoff 
The Linnaean Society of New York 
15 West 77th Street 
New York, NY ~. 10024 

cc: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 2 
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I" Rebekah .Creshkof~, · 06£45 ·Al1 3/12/97 -~- EVOS Funds f.or .-Inte:~;:tidal Land 1· 
. ' •, 

X-Sender:-rcr~shkoff@pop.min~~pririg.com 
Date: Wed· 12 Mar 1997 06:45:·2~(.:.o5oo: .: ·, 

. . ' . . . . . . . . . 

To: deborah.lwilliams@-ios.do.i.gov · .... ··. 
From: Rebekah -creshkoff. <rct~·shko.ff@mi.ndspring. com>·' 
Subject: Evos·.runds fbr·:rriter.d.ctal La~ds~·1n· the Homer. Spit/Beluga 

Slo~gh Region · · · 
Cc: ospic@~lask~.ne~ 

Ms. Deborah Williams .. 
Exxon Valdez Oii Spill.Tr~~te~· 
u.s~ D~pt. of th~ Int~iio2 
16a9 c. Street, Ste. 100 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

. . . -

Dear Ms. Williams: 

'' . . ~ 

'' 

t co-chair the Conservation Committee of the Linnaean Soe:iety of New 
York, · . . . · . · 
the ol~est organization dedicated to fhe ~t~dy of nat~ral hist~ry in 
the 
U.S. We have an a'cti ve member.ship of more than. 500 people, virtu.ally . 
all of 

avid ·birdwat<;:h,ers. · ':Mai-ly frequ:ently. travel t·o see birds. whom are 
They are 
"avitourists." 
its 

Indeed,. our fi'e'id. t-~ip· cornmitt~e is rap.idly expanding 
' . 

list out-of-state 
under .. 

des'tination:s, · and a. trip to Alaska is definitely 

consideration.· 

To an avitourist, one of highlights of a visit to Alaska is the prime 
. shorebird habitat in the Homer vicinity. This is an· important staging 
area , 
.for migrating sh6re6~rd~~ hosting in excess of 100,000 ~horebirds each 
spring. Indeed, the Kachemak Bay Sho.t;'ebird E"estival .capitalizes on ·. 
this . . 

. remarkable natural event. 

I have been ~lerted ~~at key parcels of private land in the Homer Spit 
and 
~eluga Slough region ar~ available f~om willing sellers. I urge you 
to 
supp.ort .the acqU:isition of· these .lands through the· small-parcel 
program of 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. Since intertidal 
resources were . · .. ·' ' ., ' ,, 

badly damaged by the oil spill, the. preservation-of these lands is a 
. ' ' . . . ·, 

highly . ; 

appropriate use of funds. 
avitourism --:-

Moreover, recreation -- including 

jPrinted for ospid@alaska.ne~ 
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Rebekah Creshkoff, 06:45 AM 3/12/97 , EVOS Funds for. In tert.idal Land I 
is .a key AlaSkan economic resource that was damaged by the spill. 

Alaskans would ben~fit from this acquisition. The importanc~ of 
birdwatchers to the state's economy cannot be ove~estimated. 
Bi~dwatching · . . 
is the most popular pastime in the United States. ·There are currently 
65 -
million birdw.atchers in America, and the number is growing rapidly. 
These · . . . 
people tend to be highly educated and have ~isposable interne available 
for ':;~ 

travel to birding destinations. 

·r strongly encourage-you to make this worthwhile investment in 
Alaska's -
economic future. 

Sincere 1 y, ·•·. '· · 
Rebekah Creshkoff 
The Linnaean S6ciety of New York 
15 West.·77th Street 
New York, NY 10024 

cc: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
. I 

jPrinted for ospic@alaska.net 
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· I Harty Michener;; 07:31 AM 3/12/97 -~ Lan~ Purchases for .shorebird. P. ]. 

·Date: Wed, 12 M~r 199i 07~31:50 ~a8DO ·.· 
From:· Marty Michener <rnarty@mich .mv .. ca'm> 
Reply-To: marty@mich.mv.com · 
Organization: MIST· Software Assoc.ia tes · 

,:.; 

'; : .' 

To: Frank Rue <frank:r@fishgame.state.ak.us> . 
CC: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill· Trt~st.ee Council ·<ospic@:al'aska.net>: 
Subject: Land Purchases· fo:r Shorebir~ Protection 

Dear Mr. Rue: March 12,, 1997 · 

·Although I have never been-to Alaska, ~y=son-in~la~ has bicycled from 
Massachusetts to your _fair .. state. I am a Pf1D in ornithology .from 
Harvard and am currently preparing a computer-bas·ect. fielo guide to 
all 2000 birds on· the AOU checkl-ist -.ranging from ·Panama to Alaska .. 
My family just ret.urne.d Sunday from .a very successfuL two-week. bird 
watching trip to Belize, costing t~s riearly $4000. 

' - ' .. ' '• •, . 

Shoreline habitat ·is of critica,1 i1cllportahce .to. hundreds of.,these 
species·. · After breeding· in _the tundra of North America,· many· · 
rely on the· tiny coastline sand and. marsh habitats for their. 
annual .migration. · Many bird watchers become_ tqurists to see these 
remark,abl1,3' events, pr_obab:J:y providing a' large· revenue for. coastal 
cities and. to~ns,- yet hidoen from conventional economic sur~~ys. 

. ' ' 

.I urge you. to tnake use qf the, Exxon;-Valdez funds. to purchase local· 
lands abt~tting the· c,oas.t· to- keep these -migrations i~tac.t.- that . 
of the birds· using tJ1em _for· I'(lillenia and those of the birding tourists 
yet to come~ 

Sincerely, 

Marty Michener, Ph·. D.. · 42. 7 3N, 71. !;?3W marty@mich. mv. com 
.MIST ·software. Associates. · 75 Hannah Drive, Hql1is, NH 03049 
(603}-:-598-1605 (FAX 889-8388} 

cc: Exxon Valdez Ofl Spill. Trustee Council 

JPrinted £or ospic@alaska~net. 1 I 



Marty. Michener, 07:34 AM 3/12/97 , Lan~ Purchas.e in Alaska for Sh 
. . 

Date: Wed, 12 Mar 1997 07:34:10 -0800 
From: Marty Michener <marty@mich.mv.com> 
Reply-To: marty@mich.mv.com 
Orginization::MIST Software Associ~tes 
To: Deborah.Williams <deborah 1 ~illiams@ios.do£.gov> 
CC: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Tr~sfee Council <ospic@alaska:net~ 
Subject: Land Purchase in Alaska for. Shorebirds · 

Dear Ms. Williams: March 12, 1997 

Although I have never b~en to Alaska, my son~i~-law has bicy~led· from 
Massachusetts to your fair state .. I am a· PhD in ornithology from
Harvard and am currently preparing a computer-based field guide to . 
al1 2000 birds on the AOU checklist - ranging from Panama to Alaska. 
My family just returned Sunday from_a very success.ful two-week bird 
watching trip to Belize, costirig us- nearly $4000. 

Shoreline habitat is of. critical importance. to hundreds of: these 
species. After breeding in the tundra of North America, ·many 
rely on the tiny coastline sand and marsh habitats for their 
annual migration. Many bird watchers become tourists to see these 
remarkable events, probably providing a large revenue for coa~tal · 
cities and towns, yet hidden from conventional economic surveys. 

I urge you ·to.make use of the Exxon-Valdez funds to purchase local 
lands abutting the coast to keep these migrations intact - tha.t 
of the birds ~sing them for millenia and ~hose of the birding:tourists 
yet to come. 

Sincerely, 

Marty Michener, Ph.D. 42.73N, 71~53W marty@mich.mv.co~ 
MIST :software Associates 75 Hannah Drive, Aollis, NH· 03049 

{ 6 0 3 ) - 5 9 B -16 0 5 { FAX 8 8 9- 8 3 8 8 ) 

cc: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 1 I . 



· 1· Martin Reid,· ·q.a :'13 ··AM. 3/12/~7 .. 1 ,: tVOS. Funds for Intertidal Land · ; 
. ' . . : . . ' ' ' ' ' . 

From: Martin Reid <martin@clockbird.c6m> 
To: "'deborah 1 williams@io~.~cii.gov'"~ ·= 
<deborah 1 williams@ios. doi. gdv>, · · . . . -. . 
· "' fra~kr@ fishgame. %tate:. ak. us'" < franki@ f ishgarrie. state. ak. us>, 

"'.Qfficeof the gov~rnor@gov.sta~e.ak~us"'· · ·· · · 
<office of the. governor@gov. state. ak .. us> · .. 
Cc: 11

·
1 ospic@alaska. n'et I" <ospic@alaska·.net>, 

Subjett: EVOS Funds for Iritertidal Lands in the Homer Spit/Belugi 
Slough Region . . 
Date: Wed, 12 Mar 1997'.08:13:29 -000.0 
Return-R~ceipt-To: <marti~@cloc~bird.~om> 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I operate_ a -Texas-based travel. agency dedicated. to bitc,iwatching travel·· 
-.I .am 
als6 a keen birder. Withi~ th~ ~nited. Sta~e~- Alaska is one of the top 
three 

· destinations for· birdwatchers, and Within Alaska the Homer Spit area .' 
is a 
vital "must see" element· of almost eve_ry planned itinerary .:. largely 
due to 
. . . 
the fantastic arraycof fuigra~or~ shorebirds found on· the'inteitidal 
flats. 

. . . 
I ha~e been inf6rmed·that key parcels of priv~te lana in the Ho~er 
Spit and . 

. Beluga .Slbugh region are available from willing sellers. I urge ~du 
to · · 
support. ·the acquisition -of these lands through- the small-parcel 
program of 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill·T~us.tee ·_council. Sin.ce intertidal 
resources were · 
badly. damaged by the ·o.:j.-1 spill, the pre?ervation of· these lands is a 
highly . . . .· 
appropriate use of funds~ Moreover, recrea~ion -- including 
avitourisrri --
is a key Alaskan economic-resource that was damagedby.the spill. 

Alaskans would benefit .from this acquisition.· The importance of 
·.birdwatchers to the ~tate's economy cannot b~ underestimated. 

Birdwatching 
is the most popular pastime-in the-United st'ates: There are currently 
65 . ' 
million birdwatc::he'rs .in Affierica, ·and the· number is growing rapidly -
if fact birdwaiching . 
is THE FASTED G'ROWING HOBBY IN THE UNTIED· STATES. ·'fhese people tend 
to be highly educated, environril.entally aware, ·an:d hav·e disposable 
income available for 
travel to birding de$tinations. 

!Printed for ospic@ alaska .net 1 j. 
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I. Martin Reid, 08_: 13 AM 3/12/97 , EVOS Fvnds for Intertidai Land \ 

Alaska faces;a unique challenge in balancing the economic necessities 
with a careful· . 
stewardship of the fabuious natural resources within-its borders. I 
strongly encourage you 
.to make this worthwhile investment in Alaska's envirqnmental and 
economic .future. 

Respectfuily, 
Martin Reid 
Birding consultant, 

·clockwork Travel, 
5210 Pershing Ave, . 
Fort Worth, Texas 76107 

cc:. Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Trustee Council 

jPrinted for ospic@alaska.net 
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Richard Wood, 07:40 AM 3/.12/97 :··,·'No ·Subject 

x~sender:" pawood@mail~~zstarrtet .. com 
Date: Wed, 12 Mar 19.97 07:40:26 -0700 
To: office of th~ go~ernor@gov~5tat~:ak.ps · 
From: Richard-Wood <pawood@a'zsta:rnet. com> 

·.' .. c 

Cc: fr~nkr@fishg~~e.~tate,ak.us~ deborah 1 williams@ios.doi.Oqtr, 
· ospic@alask~.riet - · 

.: . 
I he~.ve 
.for 

visited the ~reat stat~ oi Aia~ka many times on bu~ine~s and 

. pleasure. 
ask the 

·The issue of.Homer Spit etc. c~m~ to·ou~ attentiori.ahd we 

state of Alaska carefully 6onsider th~ ~urchase bf ava{lable' land.ort 
the 
spit for the future gerl~ratiorts to o~serve the mig~ation pheo~oma both 
on 
the la:nd and in the water. ·Alaska. represepts natural beauty not 
available 
in the lower 48. 

-~ 

To an avitourist, one of highl{ghts of a visit to. Alaska is the prime 
shoiebird habitat in the Hom~r vicinity~ Thi~ -is an important staging 
area 
for migrati-ng shorebirds·, hosting in ex.cess of ioo, 000 .shorebirds each 
spring. In~eed, the. Kachemak Bay Shorebird .Festival capitalizes· on 
this · 

. remarkable natural eve.nt. · · 
.. 

I have been alerted that ~ey parcels of private land in the Homer Spit. 
and ... 

Beluga Slough region. are ava,ilable . from willing sellers. I urge you 
to 
support the_acquisition of these lands thrbugh. the small~parcel 
program of · 
the Exxon V~ldez Oil Spill Trustee Council. Sirice intertidal 

·resources were 
badly da~aged by ·th~ oil ~pill, the preservation of these lands is -a 
highly . . . . 
appropriate use ot: 'funds.· Mor~ov~r,. recreation -- including 
a vi tour ism -...:. · . : 
is a key Alaskan economic resource that was damaged by the spill. 

Alaskans would-benefit from this acquisition. The importance of 
birdwatchers. to the state's e·co_nomy cannot be tinderestima ted. 
Bird':Jatching · 
is the most popular p~stime i~ ~he Vhifed.States .. Thete are currently 
65 . . . 

million birdwatchers in America, and the. number is growi_ng rapidly. · 
these · . , · 
people t~rid to·be highly educated and h~ve disposable income available 
for· 

-·!Printed _for ospic@alaska~net 1 •· 



·I Richard Wood, 07:40 AM 3/12/9,7 1 No Subject 

travel to birding destinations. 

I strongly encourage you to rn:ake thts worthwhile investment in 
Alaska's 
economic future. 

Thank you,for your consideration in this matter. 
Dick Wood 
Tucson, AZ 
pawood@azstarnet. co·m 

·En la tierra del sol y el cactus . saguaro· 

jPrinted tor ospiq@alaska.net '2 



I ·Thede Tobish, 08:45 PM 3/11/97 , Homer Purchase 

baf~: Tue, ·11 Mar 1~9i 20:.45:08.+0000 
Ftom: Thede'Tobish <tgteAlaska.NET> · 
To: frankr@fishg~me:state.ak.us · 
cc: ospic@alaska.nee 
Subject: Homer"P1,1rchase· 

- .. 
·Frank-Recently found 'out that the ~ru~tee~ were consid~ring a 
recommendation for acquisition of intertidal areas-near Homer. I 

. would 
like t6 ~eigh ~n my opinion tha~·this would _represent a wise use of 
Oil 
Spill re~toration.fuhds since this is a h{gh profile, ~ctive human use 
recreation area. It would serve- as a prime example site for the .· 
restoration cduncil._ These· intertidal areas are used by locals ali 
year, .by visitors mostly in the summer and most importantly, by .scores 
of visiting birdwatchers who. visit the Homer area each year as par-t of· 
the organized commercial :bird tour business. . I estimate that each 
year . _ 

·at least 30 organized commercial (arid some. "local club" -groups) visit 
Alaska arid easily comprise several hundred individuals. What better 
way . 
to educate thes·e visitors, who would already be".sensitive to the spill· 

. and impacts they might hav.e read about,. with a restoration site in the 
midst of areas these· g-roups regularly visit. .There ate few if any 
such · 
heavily used birding sites in the spill ~ffected ar~a that· off~r the . 

. potential of these· Homer flats .. Please support the acquisition of 
these 
acres not s{mply for ~he. r~storation/ptotecfion ~f prime waterbird 
habitat, but for the edu~ational value they offer a ~rowing group of 
users. 

Thanks for your:consideration, Frank . 

. Thede Tobish 
-Anchorage 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net. 1 +· 



j.ctschaefer@it:oJ..~com,. 04:57 PM 3/11/97 ·, Homer Spit ~nd Be;t.tiga~· siough] 

From: Ctsc~~efer@aol.com 
. Date: Tue, 11 Mar 1997. 16:57:34 -0500 (ESTt.·· 

To: frankr@f ishgame-. state .·ak ~us, ospic@aiaska .net 
Subject: Homer Spit and Beluqa' Slo.ug.o.. , , . 

Dear Mr. Rue:·· 

· ...... 

,· ,• 

. I understand that -the ·Exxon: Vald.ez Oil:. Spill ·.Trusfee· Co unci 1 is in a . 
position _: . . . 

to co~sider som~.trac~s for acq~i~ition thrqugh the "smaYl parce~ 
program" · . 
and that t·hese trac'ts. might include ·intertidal -lands bordering Homer 

. ' .. . ' 
T6 ~cquira and.preserve these particular lands would 

Spit and . · 
Beluga. Slough. 
be· an 
appropriate expenditure of funds, .'since.·intE?rt.ida~ resources were 
badly · · · · · · 
damaged by. the oil spill. Moreoveri these t.idelands provide a variety. 
of 
high-quality· r.ecrea tion opportunities · j,nciuQ.ing .bird:...t,.tatching, . 
wildlife · · · · · · . 

·viewing, . a~d bea.ch' walking~ Th·is sort: of recreatiqn -- an econo~ic 
resource 

· ..:.-:- is· a service that '!Ja~ ·injured by the spill .. - ·The· a}:"ea. is_ 
intern~tionally. . . , . . . . . . .. 
renowned as a staging· area for migratory. shorebirds .. and. there'fo;-e . 
constitutes · . . . . · . 
a tourism attraction .uncommon· ·elsewher·e. · .· I urge you to spppo·rt· the 

·use of · · · · · · · .· -~ 

_small _parcel ·program fund)s. ·to. -pre:serve the intertidal lands bordering:· 
Homer' · · · · · · 
Spit at!-d Be 1 uga ·. s.loli.gh 6_. • •• 

Sincerely, 

C.·Thornas Schaefer 

I ~P~r_i_n_t_e_d~f~o __ r __ o_s~p_i_c_@_.a_l_a~s~k~a~._n_e_t __________ ~-----·~--·~--~·-·~--~·-·~:_._'~~~~~1~1 



Ctschaefer@aol.com, 04:54 PM 3/11/97 , Homer Spit and Beluga Slough I 
From: Ctschaefer@aol.com 

.Date: Tue, 11 Mar 1997 16:54:23 -0500 (EST) 
To: deborah 1 williams@ios.doi.gov, ospic@alaska.net 
.subject: Hornet Spit and Beluga Slough 

Dear Ms. Williams: 

t understand that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee ,<;::oun<;;il is in a 
position 
to consider some tracts for acquisition through the ~small parcel 
program" 
and that these tracts·might include intertidal larids bordering Homer 
Spit and. 
Beluga Slough. To acquire and preserve these particular lands would 
be an 

· ~ppropriate exp~ndit~re of funds, since intertidal .resources were 
badly · 
"da~aged by the oil spill. Moreover,· _these tidelands provide a var~ety 
of 
high-quality recreation opportunitie-s including bird-watching; 
wildlife 
viewin~, and b~ach walking .. This sort of recreatlo~ -- an economic 
resource 
-- is a service that was injured by the spill. The area is 
·internationally 
reno~ned as_a st~~ing area fot mig~atory shorebirds and there~ore 
constitutes 
a·tourism attraction uncommon elsewhere. I urge you to support the. 

-use of 
· small parc~l· program futids ·to preserve the intertidal lands bordering 

Homer 
Spit arid Beluga Slough. 

) 

Sincerely, 

c. Thomas Schaefer 

IPrin~ed for ospic@alaska.net .. 1 I 



.. lf" 

I Ctschaefer@aol.com, 04:56PM 3/+1/97 , Home·r Spit and Beluga Slough·] 

From: Ctschaefer@~o~.c6m _ 
Date: Tue, .Jl Mar. 19.97 16:56iis. -:-osoo·: (EST) _ 
';I'o: O'ffice of the' governor@gov.state.ak .. us," ospic@alaska.net' 
Subject:_ Homer .. Spit;: and ~eluga Slough'· - . .. -__ · · .. · _.· _· 

Dear Governor.Knowles: / .· . 

' ' 

I understand that the.Exxon Valdei Oil Spill Trustee Coun~il is· in a 
position . 
to consicler some tracts f.o·r accruisition through ~he ."{Small parcel 
program" 
and that these tracts might intll.ide intertidal· lands b6rdeiing Homer 
Spit and . 

·Beluga: Slough. 
be an 

To acqui~e and pre~erve ~hes~ particular. lands w6~ld · 

app:r.opriate expenditure of ftinds, since intertidal ·resources 'were 
badly ·' . . _ . . 
damaged by the oil sp~ll. _Moreover, these tidelands provide a variety 
of . 
high-qUqli ty recreation_ 0pp0~~Uni ties', inclUdin•g bird-watching 1 

' .·'. ' . ' ' ' ; . . . . . . . ' 

wildlife .. 
. viewing; and. beach _walk.ing .: ·This. sort-· of recte~t~on _,_. an· economi·c· . 
resource _ . 1 ,•·· 

--::·is a service that· was ·injured by the· spill~· The ·area is·· 
_internationally . 
renowned as a :staging ·area .for migrato'ry shorebirds and there·fore 
copstitutes 
a tourism attra~tion uncoit\Il:).on elsewh~re •. · I· urge. yo_u. to· support ~h.e 
use of : . \ . -' . ~· 

small parcel program.funds :to preserve the· intertidal lahds bordering 
Homer 

·Spit and·Beluga Slo1.1gh. 

' ' 

Sincerely, 
.. 

C. Thomas Schaefer· 

. ',. 

. -

'':. 

!Printed for ospic@al~ska.net· .1. I-



®~©~U~~\9) .· 
. . . . : .. lA \ 3 ,qq7 . 

EXXON VALutZ Otl SPlll 
TRUSTEE .couMC\L · . 

Ms. Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1689 C St, Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK . 99501 

Dear Ms. Williams, 

909 Mission Rd. 
Kodiak, AK 99615 

10 March, 1997 

I first spent time on the Homer Spit in 1970~ My trips back to Homer in recent years 
have been infrequent, so every time I go back I am amazed at the phenomenal rate of 
development of the Spit. · I urge the EVOS Trustees to spend money acquiring tidelands· 
for bird habitat, open space, etc. in Beluga Slough and on the Homer Spit before it is 
too late!!! From the looks of it you don't have too much time left!. 

I live in Kodiak and am very supportive of the acquisitions you have. made in my area 
and those you may make ·in the future (Termination Point, Long Island). I guess I am 
willing to have you jack up the priority of the ·Beluga Slough and Homer Spit tidelands . 
on the acquisition list, even at the ~xpense of parcels closer to where I live!!! 

Cheers, 

Richard. Macintosh 

cc: Honorable Tony Knowles 
Mr. Frank Rue 
members EVOS Trustee Council 

~A 
··-~' 



UNIVERSITY OF CAL!FOR.N'IA, SANTA BARBARA. 
'·' 

,£RKELEY • D.~VIS • IRVINE • LOS ANGELE:S • · R!VER,sn)£ • SAN DIEGO . • 

; :' 

. . . 
DEPART"lEl'iT OF ECOLOGY. EVOLUTION & -~lARlNE ·BIOLOGY 

.. , PHONE: !805! 893-3511 . 

F.>.X: !805) 893-472•{ 

Mr .. Frank Rue 
.Commissioner 
AK Dept. of F.ish and Game . 

·1255 W: 8th Street 
Juneau. AK 99802 

Dear Mr. Rue: · 

' ~ ·;. 

··SANTA, BARBARA . • SANTA CRUZ 

SA. '<T .-\ BNUi . .\RA. CA1.lf9Rl'HA 93 I 06·961 0 

. March 10. 1997 

This _letter supports the efforts of the Trust for Public Land. the City of Homer and 
Kachemak Heritage Land. to p~otect parcels of private land in.Beluga Slough and along 
Homer Spit.·. .' · ·· · · .· _ _. _ 1 

. ~ · · 

In 1993 j visited Homer and was impressed with the opportunities for tourists to 
enjoy many educational and r~search 'activities. I took the field trip to Peterson Bay for 
viewing tide-pools, walked'the Homestead Trait" just opened by Kachemak Heritage and.· 
Land Trust and was invited to vieW sea birds and mammals from a private boat. 

. ' . ' ·. . ' . ' _.. .. 

My assbci~:itibn with Alaska spans more than 46 years. ' I've witnessed the 
transition of Alaska from terri\6ry. to State, from emphasis on exploitation activities to a · 
fast~growing awareness of the opportunities for. tourism, Homer Spit and environs is an 
area of priceless value for serious ornitholbgibal·ri3search as·well as recreational · 
tourism. . · · :. . . · · · ' ' . · · · · · · 

· I urge you to support the protection of Homer tidelands from pressure of 
commercial development To preserve, for public benefit, lands of natural, recreational .. 
and. cultural values will benefit the public for. generations. As -Will Rogers once said.: 
"Invest in the land. They're not making land anymore:" · · 

'·, . . .. ' ' 

Barbara B. DeWolfe 
Professor of Zoology, Emeritus 

tjd 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA 

BERKELEY- • DAVIS • IRVINE • LOS Al'IG£LES· • RIVERSIDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCIScO SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRU'Z 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY. EVOLUTION & MARINE BIOLOGY 
PHONE: (8051893·3511 

FAX: (805)893·4Z24 

Ms. Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee 

-U.S. Department of Interior 
1689 C Street, Suite #1 00 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms: Williams: 

- SANTA BARBARA. CALIFORNIA 93106·9610 

·March 10, 1997 

~ l!~I!OWl!~ 
NM t 7 rqq1 --

EXXON VALDEZ OIL· SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

This letter supports the efforts of the Trust for Public Land, the City of Homer and 
Kachemak Heritage Land, to protect parcels of private land in Beluga Slough and along 
Homer Spit. 

In 1993 I visited Homer and was impressed with the opportunities for tourists .to 
enjoy many educational and research activities. I took the field trip to Peterson Bay for 
viewing .tide·pools, walked the Homestead Trail just opened by Kachemak Heritage and· 
Land Trust and was invited to view sea birds and mammals_ from a private boat. 

My. association with Alaska spans more than 40 years. I've witnessed the . 
transition of Alaska from territory to State, from emphasis on exploitation activities to a 

· fast-growing awareness of the opportunities for tourism. Homer Spit and environs is an 
area of priceless value for serious ornithological research as well as recreational 
tourism. 

·I urge you to support the protection of Homer tidelands from pr~~sure of · 
commercial development. To preserve, for public benefit, lands of nat(Jral, recreational 
and cultural values will benefit the public for generations. As Will Rogers once said: · 

• "Invest in the land. They're not making land anymore." 

Sincerely, 

Barbara B. DeWolfe 
Professor of Zoology, Emeritus 

tjd 



'-/, .. ··.--. 

. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNiA,: .SANTA .BARB~RA 

BERKELEY • DAVIS • IRVINf!: • LOS A.NCELES • 111\IERSlOE ·.,: SAN OIECO 

. ;; ' 

. DEPARTMENT oF EC~L9GY. EVOLll"i10N & MA.ru~E- eioLOGY 
. PHONE: (8051893·3511 

SANTA BARBARA. CALIFORNIA 93106-9619 · .. ,. 

FAX, IB05l893·4724 

Honorabl,e Tony Knowles 
Governor .. · 
P. 0. Box 11001 
Juneau, AK 99811 

· bear Governor Knowles: 

'><,, 

March 10, 1997 

\ •f' ' 

' . . 

. This letter supports the efforts of the Trust for Public Land, the City of Homer and 
Kachemak Heritage Land, to _prot~t parcels of. private land.in Beluga Slough and along 
Homer Spit. ·.. . · :. . .. ·, . . · . · · · · ·· · 

.. .· ,, 

, . . lr 199'31 visited Homer and Was·i~pressed VJithth~ opportunities· for tourists to 
enjoy many educational and research activities: l.took.the field trip to Peterson Bay for.· 
viewing tide-pools, walked the Homestea(j Trail just opened by KachemaK Heritage and · 
Land Trust an.d was invited to view ~ea birds.~nd mam.ma!s from a private bOat. 

:; ·. 

'. My asso~iation with Ala!sk_a spans.more than 4.0 years .. I've witnessed the . · ... 
· tr'ansition-of Alaska from.territory to State; .. from emphasis on exploitation activities to a 
fast-growing awareness of the opportunities for tourism.. Hpmer Spit and environs is an 
area of priceless value for serious. ornithological research as well as recreational 

-.tourism. · · · ; · . : .. · 
. '. 

I urge you to support the protection of Homer tidelands from pr~ssure of 
commerc.ial development To preserve, for public benefit,:lands of natural, recreational· 
·and cultural values will .benefit the· public for generations. As Will Rogers once said: 
."Invest in the land .. Jhey'renotmaking·land anymo·re.'' · 

• ·" .•• • . . . • . ,, >'' 

. . .. ~ -~ 

- '.· ' 

' ! 

tjd 
,. ·.,, 

.'.-: 

.. -~ .. ' 

Sincerely, 
.- .... 

Baroara· B. DeWolfe. .·' · . . 
Professor of· Zoology,. Emeritus 

. ' ~ . ~ ' 



Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street, Suite 402' 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear.Ms. McCa:mmon, 

March 10, 1997 

Kachemak Heritage Land Trust (KHLT) wishes to express. its strong support for the 
acquisition of Jand submitted in three packages of proposals from the Trust for Public Land.· These 
packages include lands which are both highly valuable· as habitat for species injured by th:e oil . 
spill, and as popular recreation areas. I would like to take this opportunity to briefly explain the· 

nusual and precedent-setting nature of this ·project, since it might bear merit where further. 
nportant decisions will be made. , . · 

Over the past few years, .KHLT has created a comprehensive conservation stategy based' on 
intensive mapping of natural, recreational and cultural values and the threats impacting lhem. 

·The maps revealed that the highest priority in the southern Kenai Peninsula was the intertidal 
lands of th~ Homer Spit and Beluga Slough. · KHLT has not had the resources to protect these lands 
simply by purchase, and when an opportunity arose. to involve the national Trust for Public Land 
(TPL) in the preservation of these important places, we gladly took advantage of it. TPL is 
currently assisting in a collaborative effort with the City of Homer and Kachemak Hedtage Land 
Trust to achieve cooperative protection of resources Very dear to both resident's and. visitors;s · 
hearts and to_ this community's long-term economic well-being. 

Because of strong and consistant interest over the years from the local com·munity in 
preserving the Homer Spit, the City of. Homer has made a serious commitment to conservation by 
working with KHLT to finalize a very restrictive and perpetual conservation easement on 26 acres 
of shorebjrd habitat. In the process of working through the details of this project, KHLT 
encouraged the City in adopting a new conservation zone classification which we hope will gro\V 
to include most of the remaining municipal lands on the Spit. 

We appreciate the Trustee Council's consideration of this important habitat and recreation 
. preservation project. Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to help make such a positive 

impact on the future of this spectacular place; 

Barbara Seaman 
Executive Director 



·.; ' ' 
~ . I·, 

PO, B"ox~: 12~ 1 
8omer, ALa£ka.99603 

. ·March 1 0·,, . 1997 ':;.•". ,_·:,'~'~ •- '~>··l·L .::·. 

Exxon Valdez OIL ~~PiLL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
645 G st·reet, suit~.-- 400 . 
Anchor~ge~'Alaska 99501 

Dear Sirs: 

{ffi~-~;~~~@ .· .. 
. ' . . : . . 

. EXXON VALDEZ OIL' SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCil 

. I am writing, ·somewhat belatedly, in support of the 
privately owned tidelinds on the Ho~er Spit beiri~ acq~~red 
for public land~ with access to these produc~ive tidelands 
and intertidal edosystems. . . . . 

During the_ public discussions l~st week.when.ydu folks m•de 
·us all very happy by agree~ng to purchase our wondefful· "Over
look Park". acreage, you asked Pam Brodie if we had any ideas 
on wha~ moneys might be used t6 purchase the parc~ls out on · 

·the Homer·spit an¢1 iri our Slough are•· One suggestion })as 
occurred fo m~ this past week-in.aris~er to this·questicin~ It 
was ~t:tdicated during -that same public .discussion that the 
propertY which .lies· just to the East of the Overlook Pa.rk 
parcel was· still _in the ~~gotiating stages. This surprised ~e 
a bit as the owner had turned down an extremely generous offer 
fro~ EVOS some month~ back.: Thi~-man had tq be legal~y · 
restrained. by t·he ·City _pf Hop1er be.cause he. put -in a. ve.ry poor 
roadway on this_ property wi~hout obtainirig ariy of· the 
necessary permits. \'{h.ile the.r'e 'are ~.few small portions ·of 
this parcel.whic~·yould complim~nt.the:overlook Park: property· 
(Most notably the mouth of th"e creek •:drainirig the Park), much 
of the rest is perh~ps-~ore ~uitable·to careful and legal 
development as. homesites_. · · · . , _ _ . 

I would ~uggest· that·. the excessively_ large sums needed to 
obtain this ptoperty might better be used to acquire the Spit 
~nd Slough properties. · .__ . . · . · 

In notifying him ( ~ b~llev~ 'the owner's . 
name is Buliack or·Bullar¢1) nex~ time,.yo~ might suggest to 
him that if he is willing, the Kachemak Heritage Land Tru'~ is 
ready to wo~k with him at any time to put easements of .his · 
choosing on any of the steep and otherwise_ inaccessible 
portions of this property.He might then realize some income 
tax advanta·ges. One. of KHLT' s Goals is· to· acquire any· lands. 
which aie contigUous tb larids already preserved, s~ch.as the 
Overlook Park Property. · . · 

As y6u probablf know, _th~ City. of Homer is already worklng 
on an easement on 2~ acres .of Spi~ Properti which lies next to 
the laige parcels that EVOS and TPL are workin~ on at present. 

· ·Setting these parcels aside for .Pu~lic Recreation is extremely 
· impor.tant . .and this may~h~ last opportunity to do so. 

Thank You . 17 \~ . ZK--JJJ· .j1Vo~ 
Richard W. Tyler. u~ 

·.; 

-"' .' 



Exxon. Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 9071278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178 

March 14, 1997 

Richard W. Tyler 
. P.O. Box 1281 
Homer Alaska 99603 

Dear Mr .. Tyler: 
. . 

Thank you for your recent letter of comment in regard to the Trustee Council 
small parcel program. · 

As you are perhaps. aware, the Trustee Council took action at.itS last meeting · 
to make a formal offer to purchase the KEN'SS/Overlook Park parcel. It is.our 
hope that this fair market value offer will be accepted and that this· parcel can .. 
be acquired and protected .. Your ,comments :and· suggestion regarding the 
nearby KEN 12/Baycrest parcel have been forwarded to the state's lead · 
negotiator. who is working on this par.cel nomination. . 

Yotir comments conc~rning the recent Homer Spit .and Beluga Slough 
nominations by the Trust fo~ Public Lands are also appreciated and a copy of 
your letter will be provided to each of the ~rustee Council members. 

Sincerely, 

71~-M If{~~ 
. M~ni M~tammon . · . 

Executive Director· 

. ·. 

Federal TI'UStees State Trustees 
U.S. Department ot Interior Alaska Department of Fish and Game . 

U.S. Department of Agrirulture . Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation· 
National oCeanic and Atmospheric Administration Alaska Department of law 

.. , 



'•" . •.• 

- - _ PO Box 1281 . 
~Hom~~, Alaska 99603 

March 10, 1997 

Exxon Valdez'OiL SP1LL i~USTEE 
645 G Stre~t, Suit~ 400 · 
Anchotage~.Alaska 99501' 

.COUNCIL 

. Cear S:lrs: . 

I am writing, ~omewhat belatedly; in. support.of the _ 
~rivately o~ned tidelands qn the Ho~er Spit beihg adquired 
for pub! ic lands with access·_ to . these. productive tidelands_ 
and intertidal ecosyst~ms.. . __ 

During the public discussions last week when you_folks made 
~s ali very happy by.agreeing to· purchase our wonderful »Over-
look Park» a~reage~ you a~ked Pam Brodie if we had any ideas 
ciri what moneys mi~ht be used to purchase the pareels out on 
tbe Homer Spit and in our Slough area. one suggestion _has 
occurred to me this past week.in answer to this question~ It 
wa~ indicat~d ·during that same public discussion ihat the 
property which- lies just. to the East of the· Ov.erlook Park 
parcel was still in the negoti'ating st'!lges~ 'This surp.dsed me 
a bit- as the owner had turn'ed down an extremely generous .o.ffer 
from- EVOS some months back .. This man had to be. legally 
restrained by the Ci~y of Homer becausi he put in a v~ry poor 
roadway on this property without obtaining any ·of the 
neces·sary_ permits. While there are _a few small· portions _Of · 

·this parcel whi~h would compliment the·overloo~ Patk_property 
(Most notabli the ~outh ot the creek diainirig the .Par~), much 
of the rest. -is perhaps· more suitaBle to careful and legal- · 
development as homesi tes. . . _ · · 

I would suggest that the excessively L~rge sums needed to 
obtain this property might better be used to _acquire. the Spit 

·and Slough properties .•. - · _ · 
In notifying him ( I belieye ~he owner's • 

name. is Bullock or Bullard} next time, you might s·uggest to 
.him that if he is wifling, the Kache~ak Heritage Land T~ust is 
ready to work w~th him at any time tb p~t ea~em~nts of his 
choosing on any of the steep and ·other~ise inaccessible 
portions of ·this property.He might then realize some income 
tax advantages. One of -KHLT's GOals is. to acqui~e ~ny lands 
which are .contiguous to lands already preserved, su~h as the 
Overlook Par~ ~roperty. ~ · _ ·· 

As you probably know; the City of Homer {s ~!ready worki~g 
on an easement on .26 acres 9f Spit Property· which lies next· to 
the large ~parc~ls that EVOS an~- TPL are working on at present. 
Setting th¢se partels:aside for Public Recreation is extre~eiy 
important ano this may be the l~st opportunity to do so •.. 

·Thank: ·You ") .
2 

, r-:-o,..J> · 
. _:>~0- {L) ( i ~~ .. 

Richard w. Tyler 

MR. FRANK RUE: I am sending you a copy of my letter · 
to EVos·in support of the small parcel acquisitions on the 
Homer Spit. While a late.devslopment, it. is never~the-less a 
.very timely acquisition. Thanks.~---: · 

~ .' 



.'i 

·I·. Philippa Shepherd, 0"2:15.PM 3/10/97 ·· ,·:~xxon .Valdez Oil Spill·Trustee\. 
. . 

Fiom: Phiii~p~ Shep~erd <pshe~her@sfu~ca> 
subject: E~xon Valdez Oil Spill·Tru~tee Council 
To:· deborah· i will.iams@ios'. c;ioi. gov ·. · 
Date: Man,. Io-:-Mar .:1~97 .14: 1s:3o.:-osoo (PST) 
Cc: ospic@alaska~net· 

University 

Sciences 

·Ms. Deborah· Williams, 
.EVOS Trustee 
U.S. Dept~ of th~ Interior 
i689 c. street, .suite # ·foo · 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

. . . . 

Dear ~s. ~illia~s, 

. ·'· 

Simon Fraser 

Dept .. df Bi6logical 

Burnaby, B. c. 
V5A_lS6 

March 10, !"997 

I understand ·that the-Exxon: Valdez Oil.Sp{l1 Trustee Cou,ncil is in a 
position to consider some tf~cts for atqtiisi~ion through ·the 'small 
parcel program' and that these·tracts might include sections of the_ 
Homer · 
Spit and Beluga Slo4gh.. The -preservation of ·these intertidal lands . 
constittites an.appro~tiat~ can~idate for acquisition, since intertidal 
resou~~es were badly dama~ed by the oil spill. · Mor~ov~r, these_ 
tidelands . · · 
pr6~ide a se~ies of high-quaiity recre~tion 6~portunities -~~ including 
wildlife viewing,. bird-watching, and bea~h walking. Thi~ sort of 
recreati6n -- an·economic r~sourc~ --~as a service_that,was inj~red 
by . " 
the spill .. The location is renowned as a staging area for migratory 
spore:Oirds, producing an avitourism attraction uncommon elsewhere. In· 
fact, the lrication was recognized as stopover site of 'international 
importance' at. last year's Kachemak Bay __ Shorebird Fe-stival. I myself 
visited the ·seward Penin~m1a (among a number of other sites) as an 
avitourist in- t993t and wouid enjoy the opportunity of traveling back 
to . . _ . . . . . 
attend the Kache~ak Ba~ Shorebird Festival·in the future. In o~der to 

. guarantee the preservation of this in-comparable area for· future -• 

. ~eneratiohs of wildlife; ecotouristi and o~hers,· t ~otild c~rtainly 
appreciate positive .action on this issue. · 

.. s'incerely YOUrS 1 •. 

Philippa Shepherd: 

jPrinted for ospic@alask~.net 



I Philippa Shepherd, 02:15 PM 3/10/97 , Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee! 

P.S. r· have serit copies of this letter 
to Governor Tony Knowles and Commissioner 
Frank Rue. 

JPrinted for ospic@alaska.net 

-PhD student 

.2 

·~.· .. ~ .. :-r 
. ""_.. 
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March 9 ;· ·1997 
'' 

- ... -

Mr. Frank R4e 
. Commissioner· 

AK :Dept. of· F:ish arid,Game···':~: : 
~ " I ' . 

·,: ·'· 

1255 W. 8th· Street 
Juneau, · AK 99~02 

I ' '1 • 

Dear -Mr .. Rue:· 

It .h25 come to my atte:r:ion 'th'af· key 'p,~rcels o'f unde've1oped tidelands C?.n restore:. 
· some of the resources in this area· .that were lost. or· badly injured during the · 

Exxon oil spill -.but only if they·are protected ..... ~ would like-to voice.my ·j 

.. support of the ·acquisition of ,habitat by. th~ Tr.ust for Public Land, .the City· 
oJ Homer .. and· Kachemak Heritage Land Trust.. · · · ·· · · · 

Homer_.·Spit is a 'tritital staging ate~ 'for migrating s·ho·rebirds that are difficult 
to see in such· numbers elsewhere. • W~ are giving consideration to.a tour to Homer_ 
so that our clients can _enjoy the opportunity to see· this ·spectacle .. If continued 
encroachment of intensive commer~ial devl~op~ent is not_halted and these ti~elands _ 

_ prbtec~ed, the value of this area, will be_ lost and the ,vi.tallink it provides 
our wildlife destroyed. We cannot al.low that tp happen~ . 

. ~ . . I . - , . ' -- ~ , 

Please support the protection of-the t i detands. · The ·.oiJ _spi-ll damaged 1 arge 
areas; can 1 t ~e ~ave what~-s left? 

-- Sinc_~ .. ~~ly,- _-- __ - ~7-: __ - _· ·:.--····_··-· .•.. __ -_· __ -_ -.-._ 

- -~-- /1 . ·'/_~p ·--.' . · .. / --=-- . . •''<-.S- '/~-~c. Nelson· /- , ·_. ~--~ - .- ._ .. _ .. - ·. 

Thank you for your .help - fqr making. it pos.sible for me to bring a group to . ·;j/. 
Homer in the future; Prot~cti ng these ·tidelands wi 1i- 1 ead to 1 ong:..tenn - · - 1'/' . -· -
economic gain for th'e Homer a'rea> :·.· '· . ·- _.. J.. . .:/'-~ 

'//~--.. 
'i /' 

--~- ~-e--~ 
---~ ........ :.? ' . . ~ . . . \ " . . . -. .-

· .. . ; ' 

' ' . . . "~ 

SHERRY C. NELSON. 
MASTER TEACHER 

·"'liE MAGIC BRUSH, INC.· 

. -..... -· 

P.O.Bo• s 30 cieek Road · 
'· . l'ort,J,'.-\Z 856Jl 

F.ix k Phon~ 
5201558-2285 

. { 

, . ,. _-' 

...... 

--~ 

....... 

l~-
' ;,\\\. 



North to Alaska 
Tour: July 2-13, 1997 
Seminar Julyl3-18, 1997 

Here's the highlights .... for a complete itinerary, please call Sherry right away ... (520) 558,.2285 

* Kechikan ~shopping at Creek Row, birding at historical Totem Bight... under the watchful 
eye of Bald Eagles; land on a glacial lake in a pontoon plane at Misty Fjords. 

* At Wra.ngell, we'll go to Chief Shakes Island .. and travel by jet boat to observe Grizzlies and 
Eagles from a platfonn in Anan Creek Bear Preserve. 

* Sitka offers incredible Russian history and the Alaska Raptor Center ... and an all-day spectacular 
by boat to St. Lazaria Island, home of Puffins & Auklets .. we'll toss fish to the Eagles, hear 
the rush of wing feathers as they dive right in front of our cameras ... 

* Mendenhall Glacier & Tracy Arm Fjo"rd - beckon us to the community & capital city of Juneau. 
* We'll board our ferry in Juneau for a day at Point Adolphus to watch the largest concentration of 

whales in a state known for them ... we'll travel to the West Arm of Glacier Bay .•. we'll see 
the incredible calving glaciers, the seals on ice floes .. the Kittiwakes and Orcas ..•. the . . 

.. wildlife that only .Alaska can offer ... Lifebirds for your list found nowhere else!!! 

The tour package includes: 
*All airline flights and other travel from time of departure from Seattle on July_3 

until our return on the 13th. · · 
*All lodging beginning the night of July 2, and some meals 
*All the fabulous activities listed in the itinerary- and then some! 

Total cost of tour, per person, based on double occupancy: - $2875.00 
Deposits: $300.00 required to hold your space and are due immediately. Deposits are 

non-refundable. Please actpromply so we can confirm our space usage. 

The Painting Seminar: Wildlife of the Last Frontier· 

. Sherry C. Nelson, MDA will teach the follow-up seminar beginning July 14 in 
Seattle. We'll paint at the Clarion Inn at the Sea/Tac Airport ... for four days. Plan to fly in 
on the 13th & depart on.thc 18th. You need not tour to cnjo)· the excitement of paintingwith Sherry. 

·. 
Paintings will feature some of the wonderful wildlife we'll see: Eagles, bears, and birds will 

· -all promise painting at its best New pieces -designed for your pleasure. for this seminar. 
,• .'· 

The Seminar fees include: 
· *4 days of classes, lodging, instructional materials, photographs and paint, along with 

some suppli~s. It does.not include meals .. 

Total cost of the seminar: $475.00. Deposit of$.50.00 required to hold your space. And deposits 
arc nonrefundable. 

Come paint with Sherry- plan ·on it! \Vc11 welcome you. C\Cn if you arc unable to go on the tour ... Send deposits to: 
The Magic Brush, Inc .. PO Bo;t;. 530: Portal, AZ 8.5632. Call and we11 mail or fax you a complete itinerary and more 
information about the tour and seminar. 

'..:. 



March 9, 1~91 

Ho;norable Tony ·Knowles 
Governor 

.-. 
: ... 

PO Box :uoo1 
Juneau-; AK' 99811 · .~- · 

Dear M~.' Knowle~:. 

EXXON· VALDEZ OIL SPilt 
. TRUSTEE COUNCil, 

. . 

· Mybusiness is leading.tours:of avid birdwatcher~ to. prime wilqlife habitats. 
throughout the United States for recreati.orial birdw'atching~ We normally spend 
about a week in an area, utilizing restauran~s. hotels, and·shops, as:.we11 a·s 
birding. ' · · · · , · · 

' ' ' - ., 

. It has· come to my att~ntion ~hat key parcels· ,of undevefoped tidelimqs can restore,:. 
· so~e of the resources in thi~.area that were lost.or badly inj~red during the~ 

Exxon oil spill - but. only if th~y are protec_ted. I would 1 ike to voice my 
support _of~ the acquisition of hab.itat by the Trust forPubl·ic Land, the City 
of Horner a'nd· Kachernak Heritage Land Trust. · · , · ·· · · . - . ·· · · . · -. 

,· ' . ' \ .· -. . . ' : 

..-, . ' 

Horner Spit is a cri ti ca 1 staging area for rni grating ·shorebi.rds. th~t are. ·difffcul t 
to see in such number~ elsewhere~- We are giviflg consideration to a:. tour .to .Homer 
so that qur clients can enjoy the opportunity to see this spectacle •. If con.t.inved 
encroachment of ·intensive coiTUllercial devleopment is not halted and th.ese tjdelands 
protected, .the value of this area will be lost and the-vitallin·k itp~ovides · 
our wildlife destroyed. We cannot allow that to happen~_ · · · 

.·, ' 

Please support the prote.ctfon ·of th'e tide 1 ands ,-' The oil spill damaged large 
ar~as; can•t we save what•s left? 

'c; 

Thank you for your help - for making it possi-bl_e for me ·to bring a ·.g.roup to · 
Horner in the future. Proiecting these ·tidelands will )ead to Tong-term. · 
economic gain for the Horner area .. · 

·Sincerely, 

. ·. 

··sHERRY-C. NELSON· 
MASTER TEACHER 

"E ~AGIC BRUSH, INC. · 
P.O. Box 530 Creek Road 

l'ort.>i, AZ s;GJ2 
F.tx c. Phone ., · 

5201558·2285 

- ...... 
: ' 

·- . • 

. . 

.. '.·._:: 

' .. 
. 

· .. ::. .. 
. ··_;:-.' 



North to Alaska 
Tour: July 2-13, J997 
Seminar July 13-18, 1997 

join Sherry and Deb for this long-awaited trip to Southeast Alaska. You may 
tour or paint or both ... and whatever you.choose will be filled with the birds and animals 
of this, our last wilderness. We've been there and we'll share the best of Alaska with you. 

Here's the highlights .... for a compl~te itinerary, please call Sherry right away ... (520) 558'-2285 
. . 

* Kechikan -shopping at Creek Row, birding at historical Totem Bight .. under the watchful 
eye of Bald Eagles; land on a glacial lake in a pontoon plane at Misty Fjords. 

* At Wrangell, we'll go to Chief Shakes Island .. and travel by jet boat to observe Grizzlies and. 
Eagles from a platform in Anan Creek Bear Preserve.. . 

'*·Sitka offers incredible Russian history and the Alaska Raptor Center ... and an ail-day spectacular 
by boat to St. Lazaria Island, home of Puffins & Auklets .. we'll toss fish to the Eagles, hear 
the rush of wing feathers as they dive right in front of our caineras... . · · 

* Mendenhall Glacier & Tracy Arm Fjord- beckon us to the community & capital city of Juneau. 
*·We'll board our ferry in Juneau for a day at Point Adolphus to watch the largest concentration of 

whales in a state kno:-vn forthem ... we'll travel to the West Ann of Glacier Bay ••. we'll see 
the incn~dibl~ calving glaciers, the seals on ice floes •• the Kittiwakes and Orcas ••. the 
wildlife that only Alaska can offer ... Lifebirds fo~your list found nowhere else!!! 

The tour package includes: 
*All airline nights and other travel from time of departure from Seattle on July 3 . · 

until our return on the 13th. 
* A.ll iodging beginning the night of July 2, and so.me meals-
* All the fabulous activities listed in the itinerary-:. and then some! 

Total cost of tour, per person, based on double occupancy: $2875.00 
Deposits: $300.00 required to hold your space and are due imme~iately. Deposits are 

non-refundable. Please act promply so we can confirm our space usage. 

The Painting Seminar: Wildlife of the Last Frontier· 

Sherry C. Nelson, MDA will teach the follow-up seminar beginning July 14 in 
· Seattle. We'll paint at the Clarion Inn at the Sea!fac Airport ... for four days. Plan to fly in 

on the 13th & depart on the 18th. You need not tour to enjoy the excitement of paintingwith Sherry. 

Paintings will feature some of the wonderful wildlife we'll see:· Eagles, bears, and birds will 
:all promise painting at its.best. New pieces- designed for your pleasure..for this seminar. 

The Seminar fees include: 
· *4 days of classes, lodging, instructional materials; photographs and paint, along with . 

some supplies. It does not include meals. 

Total cost of the seminar: $475.00. Deposit of $.50.00 required to hold your space. And deposits 
· arc nonrefundable. 

Come paint with Sher~y. plan on it! We11 welcome you, even if you are unable togo on the tour... Send deposits to: 
The Magic Brush, Inc., PO Box 530, Portal, AZ 85632. Call and we'll mail or fax you a Complete itinerary and more 
information about the tour and seminar. 

i~ 
~~ 
~ .. _;,;: ' 
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Mar-10-97 10: s·I'A Jc.1n Schoe1n · . '"u·· ·;· _:.- ··- - - .. : . :. •. 
' ""'· ·• c::. / ·0 J ~ ·- "" 

.. ·. N ationdlAUdtlbo~l Society 
, ... ,.< ALASK'A~HAWAil REGIONAL OFFICE · . 

J08 G STREEi.SUITE 2l7•AN.Cfi.ORAGE. AK9950/•(907)276-70J4 ~FAX (907.)276-5069 
. . .. . . ". : ,· . . . " 

·. March 7, 1997 · 

Honoraqle Tony Knowles· 
Governor 
P.O. Box 11001 

. Juneau; AI< 99881 

Dear:~Govemor Knowles:· 
,. 

. .... . ·.·' . 

We ~derstand"that the Exxori. Valdez· Oil Spill Trustee Council is in·a 
· position to consider ~me tracts. for acquisitipn through ~e 'small parcef . 

. · program' and that theSe· tracts might include sections of. ,the H~mer Spit and. 
·Beluga Slough. ·The preservation;of these iritertidal lands coii.s_titufes an . · 
· appropriate candidate for- acq~itic;m, sin~e inte~dal resources were badly 
. damaged by the. oil spilL:· . : . · . . . · · · · . . ·. · · · . · 

. . . . ,· '. 

Moreover, these tidelandS provide a series of high~quality. recreation· . 
opportunities - including wildlife viewi.ng, . bird-~atching, and beach 
walking. This sort of recreation - an economic . resource.~ was a service that 
was i.ri.jured by the spilt .The location is re~wne~ as a, staging. area for. · · 

.. migratory shorebirds; producing ~n avito1..1ri~m a_ttractiort utl,common . 
elsewhere.· In fact, the locapon was. ~ecogri.ized as stopover .site of 

· 'international importance'.at,l~st Y~il!'S ~achemak Bay .Shore.bird Festival. . ' . - . . ' 

National Audubon. SOci~ty wo~d.certainly appreciate positive action on this 
issue. 

' ' .··IL--.·. ··.· . . . 

'J ' ' ' .. 

.. · . 



i·,o.r·-- -'··97 10:58A John Schoen 907-276-5069 

National Audubon Society 
ALASKA.'- HAWAil REGIONAL OFFlCE . . 

308 G STREET.- SUITE 2/7 • ANCHORAGE. AK 9950/ • (907) 276-7034 • FAX (907) 276-5069 

March 7, 1997 

Mr. Frank Rue 
Commissioner 
AK Department of Fish and Game -
1255 W. 8th Street 
Juneau, AK 99802 

. Dear Frank: . 

·We understand that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is in a . 
·position to. consider some tracts for acquisition through the·'smaU parcel 
program' and that these tracts might include sections of the Homer Spit and 
Beluga Slough. The preservation of these intertidal lands constitutes an 
appropriate candidate for acquisition, since intertidal resources were badly_ 
d~aged by the oil spill . 

. Moreover, these tidelands provide a series of high-quality recreation 
6ppo:rtUnities - including wildlife viewing, bird-watching, and beach . 
walking. nus. sort of r~aeation- an econom.ic resource- was a service that 
was injured by the spill. The location is renowned as a staging area for 
migratory shorebirds, producing an avi.tourism attraction uncommon 
elsewhere. In fact, the location was recognized as. stopover site of _ 

. 'international importance' at last year's Kachemak Bay Shorebird FestivaL 

· National Audubon Society would certainly appreciate positive action on 
· this issue. · 

, 

ohn W. Schoen 
Executive Director 

. AMERICANS COMMlTIED TO CONSERVATION 

P.04 
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Mar-10~97 l0:57A John Scnuen '907.-.27.6- so69 

:,' '. . 

]Sation3l'AudubonSociety 
' . .. ' ' ' . .· .. . . 

. . .· . . .ALASKA- HAWAII REGIONAL OFFlCE .. 
308 G STREET. SUIT£ 2/7 • ANCHORAGE. AK 9950/ • (907) 276-7034 • F.U (907) 276-5069 

March 7, 1997 

Ms .. Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior .. 
.1689 C. Street Suite #100 
. Anchorage, AI< 99501, 

Dear. Ms; Williams: 

We understand·. that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Councilis in a 
position· to consider .some tracts for acquisition through the 'small' parcel 
program' and that these tracts might include sections of the Homer Spit and 
Be~uga Slough. The preservation· o.f these intertidal lands constitutes an 
appropriate candidate. for acquisition, since intertidal resources were badly 
damaged bythe oilsp~. · · 

· Moreover, these ~delands provide-a series of· high-quality re~reation 
opportunities ;_· including wildlife viewing, bird-:-watc.hing, and be.ach . . 
walking. This sort· of recreation- an economic resource- was a service that · 
was injti.red by the spill. The location is- renowne!d as a staging area for · 
migratory shorebirds, producing an avitouris·m attra~tion uncommon 
elsewhere. In fact, the location was recognized as stopover site of • · 
'int_ernational importance' at last year's Kachemak Bay Shorebird· Festival. . . . -

. National Ay.dubon Society would certainly appreciate positive ac'tion on this. 
issue .. 

. .. 

' . - . ,' .. 
AMERICANS COMMITTED TO CONSER\iATION 



. . 

WORTiflN(iTON . 
716 North Almond Drive· 
~·· · · ···11 s·c . .,9681 · .;Impsonvt e, '·"" · 

lvfari:h 7 ,·1997. 

·Subject: Acquisttion ofKatchemakf.?ay Intertidal Lands. 

Dear Governor •. 

~~©~B~~rw 
. .MAR .1. 119Q7 · 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTtE COUNCil 

· .• t:.,s a frer{uent visitor.(25 weeks in the last 4 y,ears) to Alaska I·would like to add 'my voice to that 
of n1my other recreational visitors to your state, and strongly urg~ t.he·use oft.he.E:XXON VALDEZ OIL 
3F'TIL TRUSTEES FUNDS to acquire and protect the rich reso!J.I"ces represented by the undeveloped 
tideh.nds in the Homer Spit and Katchetnak Bay :u·ea. · ·· 

. E\e.~;des bein~ af)i;UabJv o~e or'the most natural!v beautiful areas in· Alaska, the intertidal resources of the . ' ... ... "' ~ . . 

in11nedi;ltt: Homer Spit area a!'e unique enough to have been desigr1ated a •Global Site" for tl1e protectit)tl 

ot' Migratory Spectes, at1•j it is indeed this renown that ha~ drawn my family t~ice to Homer, together 
·,:;ith many thotis<lnds of other out of state visitors, giving a great boost to the entire Kenai.econc1r~1. 

. I hope to return to the ai'ea som~time in tJ1e not too distant future, I can only pray tl1at by wise 
'a·:\J(lflS take-n r:.:w/by the State and Tmstees, I wiil still be able to see and enjoy all the natural beauty of 

:1 uniqu~ :l.l'~a. 

. . 



1b:· Deborah Williams, · 
EVOS Trustee, . . . 
U>S>.Departmimt. of the Interior, 
1689 C 3tteet, Suite # .1 001 · 

PJK:horage. AK,-99501 .. · . ~ . 

. WORTHINGT()N' 
716 NorthAlmond IAive·. 
~impsoqville., S C , 2968J · .. 

· · l\.'fari:h 7', 1·997 \ ~ .- . · 

Subject Acquisition of Katchem<tk Bay Intertidal Lands . 

. De:u- Ms.' Williams,· 

.. lo)~©~OW~© 
· IJ11 liAR 1·1. 1qq1 

·exxoN VALDEZ ·olt SPILL 
.· TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

.a.s a ti·eque11t visitor (2.5 wee!~ in th~ .last 4 yeat:s) to .e.JasRa r ·.Rould ilke t'o adci my votce tO tnat 
of ~nanyother recreational visitors to yollf ~tate,'·and strongly urge ~e use_ of the EXXON Y ALDEZ OIL 

. SPILL TRUSTEES FUNDS to acqtJire and protect the rich resqurces represente~ bjlt.he unde~dop~d . 
tjdelands in the Homer Spit an.d KatchemakBay area. · · 

. Besi.des being arguably one ·of the most natur:ally bea1.1tiful areas in .Al~sk,a; tl1e i!1teitidal resources of tih:~ 
·.immediate Homer Spit area are unique enough to ha·.:e:been designated a 11Global Site1 for the protection 

of Mtgraio·rySpecies, and. ;tis indeed this.renovmthathas dra·.i.rri.my fart1iiytwice to Horner, together· 
with rmu1y thousands of other out of state visitc•rs, gi~ing a great boost to. the ~ntire Kenai eC:Oi:iomy . 

. Sin~;e I ho,)e tq return to tile :u-easomet-ime in the not too_d!st~t tut~e, I can only pray th4t ~·Y wise. 
acti(lns taken now by the State· and Trustees, I will still be'able to see arid enjoy all the naturalbe~ut.y'(lf · 
such a unique :Ife:t · ~- . 

'. 

' . ,· 



!.fr. Frank Rue, 
Commis~ionet·; 
/¥...Dept. of Fish & Game, 
JuneaJJ, AK, 99802. 

WORTillNGTON 
716 North Almond Drive 
Simpsonville~ S C ) 29681 

lvhn:h 7, 1 ~~97. 

[R1 ~©~0~~ [Q) 
· :ttAA 1_ 1 1Qo7 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILl 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

!As a frequent visitor (25 weeks ·in the last 4 years) to Alaska I would like to add my voice to that. 
of many other~ recreational visitors to your state, and strongly urge the use of the EXXON VP.LDEZ OIL 
SPILL TRUSTEES FUNDS to acquire and protect the. rich resources represented by the ur1~eveloped 
tiddands in the Homer Spit and Katchemak Bay area · 

Besides being arguably one of the mt)St naturally beautiful areas in Alaska, the intertidal resources of th~ 
irn.raediate Homer Spit area are unique enough to have been designated a 110lobal Slte 11 for the p1·ote.::tion . 
. of }Aigratory Species, ~d it is indeed this renovm that has drawn my family twice to H·:mer, together 
with many thousands of other out of state visitors, giving a great boost to the entire Kenai ~co'nomy. 

Since I hope to return to the area sometime in the not too distant future, I can only pray that by wise 
adior.s taken now by the State and TnJstees, I will still be able to see and enj9y all the natural beauty of 
::u.:.h a tmi·:]Ue id-ea.· ' 

Tnard,: you for your thoughtful consideration and support 
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"-t1. s. fJaJler· 
-Pa.JM£r;AK qq~y~ ·. 
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_: -;: .J ."1 

As a_, 4'{ yea~ re.SIMV\~ o9 Ala_ska_, (:>~ o~ M'/ . 
~Mily's -Kt11or~lL sfce.s- Is +-k,1'f'-.,.~. o~.-- .•. · .... 
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1:1<~ q_u..i4-r l~[M.V\ Qboy~H«-- of {fie ">f ;f. 
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(). f a.ll ~ct ffie_, 1 ~Sf€-d a_ l~ . § tLrLi 'j ~ .Sa.:UJ<{tis +- ~--~ . 

A\acsk ~f pv-e.~iy-v«- ik, (nt~rtld~l (e~~ux~ s, 

Oa"·+ ·· atlo~ the tt~~~d-_y ._{o· ~~"t'Aer · aJ-Q!','eifact~ · 
W«{p _· W,N'-~ rec~A-oif~ -tkJV\te_r~~ ~-. 
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.United States Department of the Inter~or 

Mr. Dale Bondurant 
HC 1, Box 1197 
Soldqtna, Alaska 99669 

Dear Mr. Bondurant: 

OFFICE OF TilE SECRETARY 
1689 C. Street, Suite 1 00 

·Anchorage, Alaska 99501·5151 

~ ~©~o~rglQ) 
-·MAA 1 2 1997 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL· 

March 7, 1997 

Thank you for your letter of February 28, 1997, supporting acquisition of critical tidelands along the 
Homer Spit and Beluga Slough. As Secretary of the Interior Bruce aabbitt's designee on the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, I look fotward to reviewing these undeveloped intertidal lands and 
other Homer properties as part of the EVOS restoration process and under the process and 
procedures established by the EVOS Small ~arcel Habitat Protection Program. 

The Homer 'Spit is ~ly a beautiful and unique area of the State. For your infor:mation, I have. 
'previously met with Chris Rogers from Trust for Public Lands on this matter, as well as received.· 
correspondence from several residents of Homer and the surrounding area. Thankyou again for your 
letter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Governor Tony Knowles, State of Alaska _ 
. Commissioner Frank Rue, Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game 
Molly McCanimon, Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council 



: Uhited~tate·s.pepart~~nt .ofthe-Jnterior 
• ••• • - • ·- • { ~ < • 

Ms. Mary Barrett 
Box 124 
Sutton, Alaska 99674 

. • : ". ~~, ··{) • :.\ !;_;' • .. 

OFFICEOF.TIIE SECRETARY 
·: ·- :1689 C Street, Suite 100 
· A~cti.orage, Ala.sk~ 99501·5151 

IR1~©~0W~@ 
· · !telA 1 2 .1qq7 · 

. EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPIL~ 
· . TRUSTEE .. C.OUNCIL . . 

. '. 

March 7, 1997 

' • .!_ •• 

• .: • ,:;,..;;. • - ; ..,. ~ • •. ~r 

.Thank you for your letter of March 6, 1997, supporting acq~isition of critical tidelands ·~iong the 
Homer Spit. As Secretary of the Interi<;>r Bruce Babbitt's designee on the Erion Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council, I look forWard to· reviewtng·these undeveloped intertidal hinds and other Homer 

. properties as part 9f the EVOS restoration process and Wi~er the process and procedures established · 
by the EVOS Small Parcel HabitatPrqte~tionProgram .. · . · · · 

• • .. ' ' -· • ·! • 

. The Homer Spit is truly a .beautiful and unique area of the State. For you.r information, I have 
previously met with Chris Rogers from Trust' for Public Lands on this matter, as well a5 received 
correspondence from several r~siderits from Homer ~d throu~out Alaska. Thank you again for 
youi letter. . . . · . · ' · 

cc: Molly McCammon 
.· Executive Director. EVOS truste~ Council 

Sincerely, 

Special Assistant to the. Secretary 
·For Alaska 



United States Department of the lnterior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Miss Lucile Kramer 
14640 Loc Lomond Lane 

· Anchorage; Alas~a 99516 

Dear Miss Kramer: 

1689 C Street, Suite 1 00 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 ·5151 

(R1 ~©~UW~ ID) 
'MAR 1 2 1qq7 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
. TRUSTEE COUNCIL · 

March 7, 1997 

Thankyou for your letter of March 4, 1997, supporting acquisition of critical tidelands along the 
Homer SpitandBeluga Slough. As Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitfs designee on the Exxon 
Valdez-Oil Spill Trustee Council, I look forward to reviewing these undeveloped intertidal lands and· 
other Homer properties as part of the EVOS restoration process and . under the process and 

. procedures established by the EVOS Small Parcel Habitat Protection Program. · 

I 

The Homer Spit is truly a beautiful and unique area of the State. For your information, I have 
previously met with Chris Rogers from Trust fo~ Public Lands on this matter, as well as received · 
correspondence from several residents of Homer and the surrounding area. Thank you· again for your 
letter. · 

! . • 

Sincerely, 

. tams 
Special Assistant to the Secretary 

For Alaska 

· cc: Molly McCammon, Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council 



. '. 

Uttited ~tates·Department ... of th,e Interior.· 
, . ' .• • ' . •. ' ... . • l .. ' ' ' . ' . ~ 

Mr. Randall Z. Davis . 
P.O. Box 772 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 · 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

'-· f:P. . ~.~ . .:: · .... · 

OFFICE.OFTHE SE~RETARY ·· .. 
' 16S9 C Stteat:Suite :1 oo 

·Anchorage. Aiaska 99501-5151 
! A ' ~ 0 ! ' ~ '< 

, !D)~©~n~~ID) 
tf\\ .• AR I 2 t9q7 . 

: ,:····EXXOti -~t\~QEZ OIL· SPill ·. 
.. , . · iRUSltt COUNC\l · 

March 7,.1997 · 

Th~ youJor your letter of February 28, 1997, supporting ~cquisitiori of critical ·tidelands along the 
Homer Spit. As. Secretary qfthe IntenorBruce Babbitt;s designee on the·Exxon.Valdez Oil Spill. 

· Trustee· CoWlcil, I look fonv!li!f' to rbviewirig these Wldeveloped intertidal lands and other Hom~r · 
properties as part ofthe EVOS restoration prb'cess arid Wlder the'pro~ess and procedures established 

. by the EVOS Small ParceJ Habi~t Protection Program. 
' . • ' I 

·; ..... ',"·· .. 

The Homer Spit is truly a peautiful and 'unique area of the. State.· For your information, I have 
previously ~et with CIWs Rogers from Trust for Public Lands on this matter, as well as. received. , 

_, correspon4ence from several.'re.sidents _of Homer and the surroundirig area. Thank y~m again for your , ··- ... 
f~ · letter. · :. · .·, ·· 

. ·, 

· Sincerely, 

'.- ~ I ..,· 

cc:. Molly-McCammon . 

... 

'. ,. 

Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council' · 
' . . . 

.. , 

, .. 

Special Assistant to·the SecretarY 
For Alas~a 

. .·-:.' 



United States Department ofthe Interior 
'I 

Mr. Gerald R. Brookman 
· 715 Muir Avenue 

Kenai, Alaska 99611 

Dear Mr. Brookman: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
· '1689 C Street. Suite 1 00 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-515.1 

~~©~n~~w 
'MAR 1 2 1<?97 · 

. EXXON VALDEZ OlL SPILL 
· TRUSTEE COUNC\L . 

March 7, 1997 

Thank you for your letter of March 2, 1997, supporting acquisitfon of cntical tidelands along the 
Homer Spit and Beluga Slough. As Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt's designe~ on the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, I look forward to reviewing these undeveloped intertidal lands and 
.other . Homer properties as part. of the, EVQS restoration proce~s ·and. under the process and 
procedures established by the EVOS Small Parcel Habitat Protection Program. 

•I 

_The Homer Spit is truly a beautiful and uniq.ue area of the State.· For your infcirination, I have 
previously met with Chris-Rogers from Trus~ for Public Lands on this matter, as well as received 
correspondence from several residents of Homer and the surrounding area. Thank you again for your 

' ' 

letter. 

cc: Molly McCammon 
Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council 

Sincerely, 

Special Assistant to the Secretary 
. For Alaska 

-. l 



.. 
I BB Hahn, 02 :-55 'PM 3/7/97 ·:E, Intertidal l~nds-small parcel· 

To: office of the governor@go.v. .. state.ak.us 
Cc: frankr@fishgame. state. ak ;us,. ospic@'alaska. net 
Subject~ Intertida~ la~ds-sm~ll par6el program 
X -Juno-:-Line..,. Breaks: 0-7, 9, 11-12, 14-2 01 2 2-2 4 I 2·6-27, ;33...,4 2 
F·rom: chickaddd@j uno·. com·· (BB Hahn) 
Date: Fri1 07 Mar 1997.14:55:57 EST 

To: Honorable Tony Knowl~s, Governor, Stat~.of.Alaska 
cc: Mr~ Frank Rue, Cornm. US·F&W. 

Bxxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

. Gentlemen:. 

I understand that the. Exxon Valdez·oil Spill Trustee Council is in a 
position to consider some' tracts for acquisition th'ro.ugh the. 'small 
parcel· . . 
program I 'and that thes'e tracts might include sections of the Homer 

_. • 'I.;· ' '' 

Spit ·· 
and· ... ,. 
Beluga Slough~. 

. . 
The pres~rvation of.these int~rtidat lands constitutes 

an 
appropri~ta carididate for acqui~ition, since intertidal resour~es were . 
badly · · 
damaged by the: .oil spill'. 

I • 

Moreover; these tidel~nas ~r6vide ~ series df · 
high-quality recreation oppo:t;tunities -- including wildlife viewing,·.,,,.· .. > 
bird-watching, and beach walking. · This sort of recreation -- an · · · · · 
economic 
resource was a service that was injured by t~e spill. The location 
is 
rehowned as a staging area for. migratoiy shorebirds,_ pro~uc{ng an 
avitourism . . 
attraction uncoinl'lion elsewhere. In fact, the location was recognized 
as 
stopover site of' international importance' at last year's Kachemak" 
Bay 
Shorebird ·Festival .. I and my birding fFiends here ·in ·the BLick Forest 
area would certain!~ appreciat~ pOsitive action ~n this issue. 

As I'~ sure. y6uare aware~ birders s~ch as ~yself spend billions of 
"eco-dollars" each year, visiting. natural areas· such as the above. I 
and · · · 
my friends intend to vi~it yout beautiful st~te iri the f~t~re, and· 
only· · · 
hope the above tr~dts will be preserv~d in their riatur~l state, 
providing 
an opportunity foi us.to·enj6y the b~acity, .a~ifa~na, and other 
wildlife 

!Printed for ospic@alaska ~net 
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BB Hahn, 02:55 PM 3/7/97 E, Intertidal lands-small parcel 

and flora. 

s'incerely' 

Mrs. BB Hahn 
Z915 Hodg~n Road 
Black Forest, CO 80921 
chickaddd@juno.com 
3/7/97 

jPrint~d for ospic@alaska.net 2 



·. I . KCCBIRDER@ aol. com, 10 :_],7 PM 3/7/9'1 ~::.., Pr~servation of Int~rtidal Lan] 
. ~ . ~· ' 

From: KCCBIRDER@aol. c·om 
Date: Fri,: 7 Mar 1997 2~:1.7:58 -0500 (EST) 
To: office of the governor@go~~state.ak~us,: 
frank@fishgame. state. ak. us, · ·· · 
· · ·· deborah_I willi;ams@i'os :do{. gov .. 

cc: ospic@alaska.net· ·· 
Subject: Preservation of Intertidal Lands 

March 7, 1997. 

Honorable Tony Knowles 
· Mr ~ . Frank Rue 
.M~. beborah Williams 

.. 

' ... ·· 

' . . ~ : .: 

It has come to my attention th~t the Exxon Oil Spill t;ustee Council 
is able 
to. c.:ons~der . som~ tracts .of· intertidal lands in 'the. Home·r, AK area fo-r::. 
acqUi'si tion thtough the II small parcel program''~ 

''I" 

I have been an avid birder foj·m~ny y~ars and have traveled to Alaska 
twice . . . . ~ 

fot the purpose of observ~ng.bir~s and other wildlif~ .. Whil~ I 
enjoyed my.. . , 
Alaska experiences immensely, ·-r wa~. awa.re of the damage done to prime 
shorebird habitat ~sa result.6f the Exxon-~pill. · · 

Although:! live fa~ .~way, I an~m~n~·others 6orisidet.Alaska to be a 
' ••• ' • 1 ~ ' ' • •• • ' 

unique . 
wildlife ~ie~ing location and look fdrward to futur~ opportunitie~ :to .. 
come .. 
back and spend more .tim~ purs.tiirjg this hoob.y. ···since Kachemak· Bay is. 
well 
known as a shorebird sta~ing ar~a and:siri~~ t~e ~ropos~d acquisitiohs· 
will 
help preserve ~nd enhance this ~henbmenon, i would ~rge you to giv~ 
p9sitive 
.consideration to the ac:qui'sition and pres~rvati~:m of intert'idal -lands 
in the . 
Homer ·area. 

·.Respectfully-, 

Kermit c. Cummings 
Pineville, Louisiana 
kccbirder@aol~com 



HAZELBLUHM@aol.com, 07:06 PM 3/7/97 -, S~orebird habitat preservatio? 

From:. HAZE:LBLUHM@ ao 1 . com 
Date: Fri, 7 Mar 1997 19:06:21 -0500 {EST) 
To: office of the.governor@gov.st~te~ak.~s 
cc: o~pic@ilaik~.~et . 
Subject: Shorebird habitai preservatlon -Exxon oil spill rest6Eation 
fund 

"I understand that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is in a 
position to consider some.tracts for acquisition through the 'small. 
parcel 
program' and that these tracts might include ~ections 6f the Homer 
Spit and 
Beluga Slough.· 

r ,. 

The preservation of these intertidal lands constitutes an 
appropriate candidate for acquisition,_ since intertidal resources were 
badly · 
damaged by the oil spill. Moreover~ these tidelands provide a series 
of 
high-quality recreation opportunities -- including wildlife vi·ewing, 
bird-watching, and beach walking. This sort 6f recreation -- an 
economic 
resource ~- was a 'Service that was injured by"the spill. 

The locatioh is renowned as a staging area for migratory shotebirds, 
producing an avitourism attraction uncommon elsewhere. In fact, the 
locatiori · · 
was recognized as 
stopover site of 'international importance' at last year's Kachemak 
Bay 
Shorebird. Fest.l val. Our organization would certainly appreciate 
positive 
action on thi~ issue." 

Key parcels of private land are available from willing sellers. 

·The motiey is available from the Exxon· Valdez Oil Spill Fund. Please 
use some 
of it for this purpose~ 

Many thanks for your attention to this matter which concerns me as a 
visitor 
to Alaska. 

Hazel Bluhm · 
Rt 4 Box 767 
Jefferson, Tx 75657 
email-hazelbluhm@aol.com 

!Printed for ospic@alaska. net 



! . Micha~l Gochfeld, 03: o3. PM 3/.7/97 ·.:.I ~ (Fwc;U Shorebird. habitat preser I 
' - ' .·· ' -.. 

·_From: "Michael Gochfeld"· <gocj:tfeld@eopsi.· ... .rutgers. edu;> . · 
·.Date: Fri, 7 M·ar 1997 ,l5·:o3:4(f -04oo··: ~ .. ·· .· ... :. · · ·· . 
. To: frankr@fishgame .. stat.e.ak.us, . · .·.: · 
office of the gov~rnor@go~.~tat~.ak.us, 

- 'deborah 1 williams@ios. doi. gov . . . 
Subject: (Fwd.) shorebird habl tat preservation . 
Cc: ospic@alaska. net . . . . . ' 

Last september. ·r'·had ·the : opp~rtunit.y ·.to ··parti~ipate in an. Evos 
s~onsored . . 
workshop on waterbirds 'and seabi'rds which,. among many other issues/ 
gave- ·, .... 
serious atte'ntion to: the. priori t.ies. for habitat acquisition· using· EVOS .. 
funds, in ar~as which were ndt primarilY damaged by the oil. I 

·Gnderstand ~hat. that acqui~itiori· df areas al~ng the H6mer Spit and 
·Beluga Slough,, qne of the hemisphere's mos't . important migrant · 
shorebi.rd~~ · · · . . · · . . . · . ·. · ·· .. · . . · · · · ;, 
habitats, is curren~ly under conl?i::Ieration. 

I want to register., my ~t;-~ng .support for acquisitio'n of -thi,S· important 
habita.t. · · · ~ - · · · · .. -·-

The opportunity to preserve such important inte.rtidaf lands wi 11· only 
partially offset the damage to int.ettidal habi tabs. 

Having spent seine. time at Homer I am familiar with some of th:e. habitat 
in questi6n and know 'that it is· a ptime area.for bird watch~ng, an . 
important ecotourism function ~nd. fulfills an ·iJ.1lportant·· recreationaL-.".:, 

·function.· · 

Sincerely yours, 

Michaei Gochfeld, MD,P~D . 
Professor of Occupational Health and Environmental Toxicology 

. Environmental and occupational Health_ Sciences Institute 
Piscata~ay, NJ 08855~1179 . · 
Phone· 908-445-2917 . FAX '908:..445-0130 

... 

. .. jPrinted for· ospic@alaska·:net . 1 I . 



mike frank, 05:19 PM 3/6/97 - No Subject 

D~te: Thu, 6 M~r· 1997 17:19:49 -0800 (PST) 
x~orig.inating~IP: [199.165.116.250] 
Fr6m: " mike frank~ <nordi~frank@hot~ail.com> 
To: ospic@alaska.net 

We endorse p~rchase of Homer Spit and Beluga Slough tidelands using 
EVOS Trust 
Funds. · Increasing developmental press~res on th& Spit and Slough 
endanger . · 

. wildlife and high quality recreation which form the basis for Homer's 
economy.· 

· · We have noticed a decline in birdlife p·articuiar since the oil spilL, 
and.· 
therefore believe that habitat acquisition ii critical . 

. 
Mike and Diane Frank, 2224 Turnagain Pkwy., Anchorage 99517. 

------------------------.---------------------------------. . 

Get Yo~r *Web-Bas·ed* Free Email at. http://www.hotmail.com 
---------------------------------------------------------

. !Pririted fo~ ospic@alaska.net '1 

I 

. I 



. : :· 

Gerald Winegrad, 03:33 PM 3/6/97 -, Acquisftion of tidelands at Ho 

Date: . Thu·, 6 Mar 1997,15: 33! 3,8 -0·500. -(EST) 
X..;.Sender: gww@rnailhost. mns'ihcf. com .. · ...... . 
To: ospic@alaska. net.· . . . . . . 
From: gww@abcbirds~org (Ge~a1d.Wihe~iad}; 
Subject:. Acquisi~ion of· -tidelands at H'orner Spit and Bel)Jga Slough 

Please qistrib.ute the following message. to the Counc{1: 

·March 6, 1997 . 

Governor T6riy Knowle~ 
PO Box 11001· 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Gdvern6~ Knowles: 

On behalf ... of the American bird Conse:rvancy, we wri.. te to· request;: your: : 
support . . . i 

for the· acquisition ~f ctitic~l tidelands along the Hom~r Spit and.in 
the . . . . · · · · 
Be~ug~ Slough. This~pro~osal is before ~h~ Exxon Valdez Oil ~pill.· 
Trustee · 
Council under their small parcel program. These intertidal lands 
provide · · · 
essential bird habitat,. espec~ally for shorebirds; The cYil. spill in 
1989 . . . . ' . . 

resulted in significaht damage' to intertidal systems in Alaska arid· th~ 
acquisition ~f these tidelands would be a great us~ of the Exxon 
funds·; 

The Horner Spit aQd Beluga-Slough provide significarit recreational 
op'portuni ties. as well .. ·,Thousands of ?ird~atchE;rs. Journey to this area 
each. 

·year and there is. a Kachemak Say Shorebird Festival. There ar.e also 
opportunities for othe~ recreational pursuits such.~s clam digging,. 
hiking, · · 
and fishing. This -is a great opportunity to restore intertidal 

·resources 
through acquisition ·of these areas. 

·ABC is a mi'tional· c.onservation organization with a 62 meffiber 
.organization·· : · · · 
Policy Council. Members include the Environmental Defense Fund,· 
National . . · .· 
Audubon Society, -Amer~can Birding As.sO'ciation, The Peregrine Fund, 
American · ·~ . · · · . · . · 
Ornitho~ogists Union, Corn.ell Ornithological- Lab; ·and the Colorado 
Bird· 

]. 

Obser.vatory,. and the t:aci fie Seabird Group. Our. members are dedicated 
to 

(Printed for -ospi c@ alaska. net· · 1 



·! Gerald Winegrad, 03:33 PM 3/6/97 -,·Acquisition of tidelands at Ho 

the conservation of ·avian species and many are world~class 
birdwatchers who· · 
trav~l to and lead birding trips· to Alaska .. 

We understand that the City of Horner is atternptinq to ded~cate some of · 
its 
tidelands to conservation, but the aieas before the. Trust~~ Council 
are in 
private hands. We would urge your support for their acquisition by 
the· · 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council~ 

. Sincerely, 

Gerald W. Winegrad 
. Director of Government Relations 

!Printed.for ospic@alaska.net 2 
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.I Deborah ·L Williamf:!, .. 03:30 PM 3/6/97 E, ·Re:. spit acquisition 

Date: . Thu, 0.6 Mar· 97 15:30:28. EST· 
From: "Deborah L Williams'; <Deborah_L_vhlliams@ios.doi.gov> 
Encoding: 53 Text 
To: brann@alaska. net · 
Cc: ospic@alask~.ne~ 
Subject: Re : .. sp.i t. acquisi t.io.n 

.Dear Ms. Branq:· 

· Thank yo~ for yo~~ .l~tte~ sup~orti~g acq~isit{on of criti~al 
tidelands 

along the Homer· _Sp~t ·and Beluga sl'ough ~. · ·As Secretary of th.e 
Interior . . . . ., . . 

Bruce Babbitt Is.' designee .Qn the E)(:x.on Valdez .Oil· $pill. Truste~· 
· Council, I look 'fotwa~d tb r~vie~ing these uhd~velbped interfidal 

larids ·and· other Homer p~operties as part df the EVOS restoiation 
process and under the process and procedures established by the 

EVOS 
Small Parcel Habitat Prbte~tiori Progr~m. 

T_he Homer Spit is t'ru~y a beautiful and unique. area of the S.ta te ~ . 
For 

your informat1on,· I have previously met with Chris Rogers from 
Trust . 

for P~blic Lands'on this,matter, a~:well. as receiv~d 
correspondence 

from se~eral r~sidents of Homer: Thank y6ti again·for your 
letter. 

Sincerely, 

Debo·rah L. Will:lams 
Special Assistarit tb ·the Secretary 
for Alaska· 

Subject: spit .acquisition 
Au tho~: brann@Alaska .. NET at :--l.nternet 
Date: 3/3/97 8:40. AM 

Ms. Debora)1 Williams 
EVOS Trustee 
U.S. Department of .Interior 
1689 -~ Street, Suite #100 

· Anchorage,. AK 99501 
deborah_l_williains@ios.doi.gov 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 
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Deborah L Williams, 03:30 PM 3/6/97 E, Re: spit acquisition 

March 1, 1997 

Dear Ms'~ Deborah Williams, . . . . 
I am writing you to request that you support ~cquisition of 

intertidal 
·land along the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough· into the StateDlSs 
Kache~a~ . . 
Bay Critica1 Habitat Area. The land along the Spit and in Beluga 
Slough . . 
is very important recreational land. The pleasure the public receives 
from walking, viewing shorebirds, playing and relaxing along the beach 
is in je~rody. Little by little this land is being developed for 
commercial uses. The spit is.critical for tourism in the Homer area. 
The habitat is critical for the. shqr~birds and their northernly 
~igration every spring. · 

Sincerely, 
Molly Brann 
P.O. Box 1901, Homer, AK 99603 
~07-23 6018 * branri@alaska.net 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 
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··United States [)epaitment of the Interior · 

Dorle Scholz, Coordinator 
Shorebird .Festival Committee 
P.O. Box 541 
.Homer,.Aiaska 99603 

.. -'. '. 

OFFICE OFTIIE SECRETARY 
166.9 C Street. ·suite 100 

Anch·or~ge, Alaska 99501 -5151 · 

March 6, 1997 . 

{N]~©i§ow@'fj 
· :IIA_R I 0 1997 f!.!} · · 

~XXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL·. 
TRUSTEE. COUNCIL . . 

Dear Dorle · Scho I:z::~;i~f~~~:.fi,=,·~:::.~·- ·. . 

Thank you for your letter dat~d February 28, 1997, regarding Homer's Kachemak Bay Shorebird . · 
Festival and the. special features of Horner Spit As Secretary. of the Interior Bruce Babbitt's 
designee on the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 'Council, I look forward to reviewing these 
i.mcleveloped intertidallanqs and other Homer properties as part of the EVOS restoration process and 

· under the process and procedures established by the EVOS SmallP~el Habitat Protection Progl'am. 
f - . • • . • 

·The Homer Spit is truly a beautiful and unique area of the State·. For your information, I have 
previously mef with Chris Rogers from Trust for Public Lands on this matter, ·as well as received 

. correspondence from seve.ralother residents of Homer. Thank you again for your letter. . · 

cc: J Molly McCarnrn~n . 
Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council' 

' . ' 

Sinc,erely, 

1 s 
· Special Assistant to.the Secretary 

For Alaska. 



·~~.~-.-· 
-\~~· 

~. . ~ '~ . .:ArylERlC'AN.' BJRD CONS.-ERVANCY 

.··;:_z Cos:sE~\'1\:c··~,.,·L~ 81Ro~ ~<c; THEil'. '"'L\iTATs TH~0uc~e:;;::-i.r THE A.,·IERicAs 

. . : . . . . 

. March 6, 1997 

·· -· · !vfr. Frank Rue, Commis~ioner 
Al~ska Dept. of Fish and Ga~e 
l 25 5 W. 8th Street 

.. J~neau, ·AK · 99so2 

Dear Cornn1issioner Rue: · 

·On behalf of the American•bird- Conser-Vancy,- we .-v.ritc Ll_l request your support for the acq~isition 
. · ofcritica't tidelands along -~he Homer Spit and in-the Beluga Slough. This proposal is before the 

Ex.-xon Valdez ,Oil Spill Trustee Council_under their smull parcel program. These intertidal lands 
. provide essential bird habitat, especi'!.llY for shorebirds. The oil spill in 1989 resulted in · 

· . significant damage to intert~d41l sysrenis in-Alasl5a.and th~_acquisition of these tidehmds would be. · 
a great use of the Exxon funds.. · · · · · '· . · . · . · ' · . 

The Homer Spit and Beluga Slough provide significant r~creati6nal opporturiities as well. 
· Thousands ofbirdwa~chers journey _to this. area each year and. there is a Kachemak Bay Shorebi~d 
festiv~L There are als~ opportunities for, other re~reational pursuits such~ clam digging, . 
hiking, and fishing. This is a gr~at opponu·nity to ~~stor~ intertidal resourc~s through acqu_isition , 
of these areas. ' · .·· · ··· · · · ·. · · · . · . · 

.ABC is a national conservation organizati~n witl:l a 62 n.1~mber organization I,>olicy Council. · 
Members-include the Environmental Defense Fund, Nutional Audubon SoCiety, American · 
Birding Association, The -Peregrin~ .Ft.ind, An:lericari O(ftithologists_ Union:, C~m~ll .. · · 
Omithological.Lab, and the Cot orad~ Bird Obseryato,ry, :uid the· Pacific Seabird Group. Our 
members ar~ dedicated to the conservation ofaviari spe~i~s and many are wo~ld-class 
birdwatchers who travel to and lead· birding trips to Atask_a. · . · · ~ · · 

We understand that the City of Ho.~er is (lttemp.ting to J~dicate some of its-tidelands to 
conservation, but the i,reas before. the Trustee Councji urc in-. private hands .. We would urge your 
support for their acquisiti<?n by the Exxon .\'alde_i Oil SpittTrustee CounciL 

su:cerely, / . ;/ ... \ . . .f 

~7/(/-( ({/tuA~-7•_/ 
~Gerald\~. ·\Vinegrad . J , · .. i ' 

Director of Government Relatio.ns . 

.· . ', . .· ' . )-. 

1250 . .241-•t S:nzt:t:TS\\' Su1_T:; 220 • \V· '1'1"'-;rc:-..._DC • 20037-
F'ill:.''-~: 202-467-8348.·• _F-,·.;: 2~12-46'/-8352 • [·\1:\,I_L: .\B_;®\1.'-:SI~C.L'O\; 
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ArvtERlLAN BtRD CoNSERVANCY 
Co:--.:SERVI~G WILD BIRDS A~D THEIR HABITATS THROUGHOUT THE A~IERICi.S . 

~t\ .. . \>~· 
(/ 

· Match 6, 1997 

Honorable Tony· Knowles 
Governor· 

~~©~OW~~ 
MAR ·1 3 1997 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

PO Box 11001 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Governor Knowles: 

On behalf of the American bird Conservancy, we write to request your support for the acquisition 
·of critical tidelands.along the Homer Spit and in the Beluga Slough. This proposal is before the 
.Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council under their small parcel program. These intertidal lands 
provide essential bird habitat, especially for shorebirds. The oil spill in 1989 resulted in 
significant damage to intertidal systems in Alaska and the acquisition of these tidelands would be 
a·great.use of the Exxon funds. 

The Homer Spit.and Beluga Slough provide significant recreational opportunities as well. 
Thousands of birdwatchers journey to this area each year and there is a Kachemak aay Shorebird 
Festival. There are also opportim.ities. fqr other recreational pursuits such as dam digging, 
hiking, and fishing. This is a great opportUnity to restore intertidal resources through acquisition 
of these areas. · · 

ABC is a national conservatioq organization with a 62. member organization Policy Council. 
Members include the Environmental Defense Fund, National Audubon Society, American · 
Birding Association, The Peregrine Fund, American Ornithologists Union, Cornell • 
Ornithological Lab, and the Colorado Bird Observatory, and the Pacific Seabird Group. Our 

. members ate dedicated to the ·conservation of avian species and many are world-class 
birdwatchers who travel to and lead birding trips.to Alaska. · 

We understand tha~ the City of Homer is attempting to dediCate some ofits tidelands to 
conservation, but the areas before the Trustee Council are ih private hands. We would urge your 
. support for their acquisition by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. · 

·. Si.IfCerely,. ~· _ 
a··· , I 
--:: / /J {</.. WA . . . 
~.. \ 

.. ·· Gerald W .. Winegrad · · . 
Director of Government Relations 

1250 24n~ SrREET ;-.J\V: SuiTE 220 • \·\'ASI"~\="'-~TO:-J. OC • 20037 
.p,.l\:-:-.:E: 202-467-8348 • hx: 202-467-8352. E-.\lt\IL: .\s..:®l-1:--<sr:-.~~ . ..:o:-..1· 
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. . . ."' ·. "''• 
10534 Spindijft Loop 
Anchor:ige~ AK 99 515 

,' \•' 

March 5,1997 · .. .. 
Mr. Frank Rue 
Commissioner . . . 

• .1\.laska Dept ofFish and Game 
1255 w. 8th Street : · 

· hmeau, AK 99802 · 

Dear Commissi<;>ner Roe:· 

~ .· __ \. ' 

' " • • ~ ' ' ' i 

. I would like to stress that intertidal rl!sources (Intertidal habitat and the ~sociated flora and fauna, such as 
darns and mussels) were badly m]ur~d by the oil SPi:U· Privately' owru;d tidelands <~.long the Homc::r Spit . 
and in Beluga Slough are one of the few chances to prqtect these resources in .the spjl!' area .. Thc::se same 
tidelands proVide high-quality recre.ation (i.e.', clain 'diggmg, birdw_atching, beaeh walking), and recreation 
was a serVice injured by thespiJl .. : · · - · · · · 

. ·The City of Homer is taking steps to. deQicate some of !;he tidelands to conservation. but the remai.ning 
. undeveloped lanq .is in jeopardy wiiliout action by the Trustee . Co.uncil. The change to res.tore intertidal 

resources through habitat acquisition, c;:oupled with the.areas the City will deqicate. to conservation and. the 
State. s Kachemak Bay Crucial Habitat Area., make 'this a once-in~a~lifetime chance to presexve key wildlife . 
habitats i:hat are used and viewed by .thousari<;ls and thousands. of Alaskan residents and visitors each year. . . ' . _, . -.- ' ~ ' . 

Also, phiase prioritiZe the Overlook Park property.. J tmderstaild that a new ap~al is being reviewed arid 
thi!i is a good chance for, th~ acquisition and presexv~o1i of tl)is. wonderful place for· the u$ of both . 
. .A.Jaskans. andvi::.itors. · ' · 

11mnk yo~ tor your time and interest in these matters: 

. :_ •Sincerely,_ ·-~'·_··~/' ___ . ~ 
. ,. -~ 

' · .. ;· . : 
........... ..-· . -J--·~· . ~ -~ 

--. ~ . ~ . <:::..<::""-- ......... 

, Sheny L. Wilken . 

· .. ;' 

:·!&GAM£ 
OFFlCf:::: .. 



10534 Spindrift Loop 
Anchorage, AK 99 515 

March 5, 1997 

Ms: Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee 
U. S. Department of Interior 
1689 C Street, Suite #100 

. Anchorage, AK 99 50 l 

Dear Ms. Williams:· 

fm ~©~OWrgf[J 
· lfAR I 0 1997 lYJ 
EXXON VAlO~Z OIL SPILL 

r~usree couHctt 

l would like to stress that intertidal resources (intertidal habitat and the associated flora and faWla, such as 
·clams apd mussels) were badly injured by the oil spill. Privately owned tidelands along the Homer Spit 
and in Beluga Slough are one of the tew cha.r1ces to protect these resources in the spill area. TI1ese sa.n1e 
tidelands provide high-quality recreation (i.e:, clam digging, birdwatching, beach walking), and recreation 
\vas a service injured by the spill. 

The City of Homer is taking steps to dedicate some of the tidelands to coriservation, but the remaining 
tmdeveloped land is mjeopardy without action by the Trustee Cotmcil. The change to restore intertidal 
resoi.u-ces through habitat acquisition, coupled with the areas the City will dedicate to conservation and the . 
State's Kachemak Bay Cmcial Habitat Area, make this a once-in-a-lifetime chance to preserve key wildlife 
habitats that are used and viewed by thousands and tho.usands of Alaskan residents and visitors each year. 

Also, please prioritize the Overlook Park property. l Wlderstand that a new appraisal is being reviewed and 
this is a good chance for the aequisiti'on and presetvation of this wond~ place for the us of" both . 

· Alaskans and visitors. 

Thank you for your time and interest in these matters . 

. siricerely, 

Sh~. L. Wilken 

/lz,0 ~ bVcv? ~~ -~ tv. 
-'- ~ 

&~;~ 



Anne 'Marie Holen., .. 09:03 AM 3/5/97.- ,· ~orne~ .tidelands 
. ' ' 

. ' 

Date: Wed, 5 Mar 1997 ·09:03:0] -0900 (AKS':I.') 
·To: ospic@alaska.net . · 
From: amholen@Alaska .NET. (Ai;lne Ma~ie. Holen) 

··subject.: Homer tid.elands · . . ... . .. 

·. · (copy of letter sent: to Gov. Knowles, Frank Rue,· and Deborah 
Williams): 

I am writing to urge you to·support the ~cquisiti6n ot shorebird 
habitat at' . ,· : . . . . .. .. ' ,. . . ' .... , . 
the base of the· Homer S~it and in the Beluga Sl6tlgh tideland~~ I. 

· urtderstand · ' 

. ' 

. that. there is an. opportunitY for acq.uisi fion· through the: Exxon Valdez Oil . . . .. . . . 

Spill: small parcel progra_m. These ... lands ~auld ·be perfect for that 
program. · · · · · · · · · 

. v 

·.I was living in Hom~r' at the time of the 1989 oil spilL l remember 
·driving · · 
out to Lands.End at the end. of the spit after a· particularly stressful 
day . 
·working at the Center for .Alaskan. Coas.tal .studies, ·fielding frantic· 
calls · 
about the spill. At Lancis End I ordered a·drink.to help myself unwind, 
then · 

·' looked out the window and saw a· seagull atteinping to fly. I s'oon 
rea.l,ized 
it had oil on ·it and could not fly. ·I. burst into tears. · · ..... ·· 

I worked on·the original Pratt Museum oil spill exhibit t,hat· summer. 
Several years later I·sa~ the exhibit at one of the Smithsonian 
galleries. · . 
in Washington, ·oc. It immediately brought tears to my eyes as I 

·relived the· 
anguish of th~t period in H6mer. · 

. This is a rare opportunity'to protect h~bitat in an area affect~d by 
the . . . . . 
spill. Please do. what you· can to encourage acquisition of the Homer 

. tidelands. This action ·would not only protect·the shorebirds, it would 
ensure that ·generations of Alaskans can continue to enjoy. the magic of 
this · · · 
stunning 'and unique environment. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Marie Holen 
11241 Latta Circle· 

· Anchorage, AK 99516 
. 9 0 7- 3 4 6- 2 7.8 9 

!Printed for ospic@ alaska. riet 1 I 



Charles I. Maas, 08:16 PM 3/5/97 - Homer Spit Tidelands 

X-Sender: cmaas@arctic.net 
Date·: Wed, OS Mar 1997 20:16:09 -0900 
To: office of the governor@g~¥.state.~k.us. 
From: cmaai@a~cti~.net (Charles I. Maas) 

· Subject: Homer Spit Tidelands 
Cc: ospic@Alaska.NET · 

D~ar Governor Knowles, 

I wish to· add my support foi _th~ protection of intertidal resourc~s in 
and -
near the Hom~r Spit; partitularly-adjace~t undeveloped land parcels. 
Kachemak Bay is too valuable to let die the slow d~ath .of · 
overdevelopment. 
I spend time on the Homer Spit at least. twice each summer·· and believe 
we 
should make every effort to protect the local wildlife habitat. 
Respectfully yours, 

Charles Maas 

'<'. 

·!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 

·' 

1 

I 



.• , -CHRISTINE W. MAACK, 07:19 PM 3/5/97 , C()py of message 

·Date} Wed, 5 Mar 1997 19:.19:35 ~0500 
. From: "CHRISTINE W_. MAACK" '<CMaack@compuserve. com> 
Subject: Copy· of message ·. · · 
To: Trustee Council <ospic@alaska.net> 

- . - .· -~~ 

~--------- Forwarded Message ---------- . . 
· -...,---The following addresseshad delivery problems----

rebeccaw@oilspill. gov. state. ak. up_ _(unreco':erable error) . 

----~- Original message follows --~--
Rece:j_ ved: by dub..;. img-4. compuserve; com (a. 6. 10/5. -950515-) 

id DAA21480; Wed, 5 Mar 1997 03:11:00.-0500 
Date: Wed, 5 Mar 1997 03:10:51 -0500 
From: --~'CHRISTINE w. MAACK" <CMaack@compuserve. com> 
Subject: Copy of~ Homer Spit_ 
To: EVOS Trustee Coui1cil <rebeccaw@oilspill.gov.state_.ak.us> 
Message-ID: <199703050310 MC2-121A-9A90@compuserve.com> 

.- - - " ... 
" ~ , • '"'.. - ! --, 

. . 
. ~-----"'"'..:."'"'-_ Forwarded Message · ___ ..:..:. ____ .:.. 
I sent this message also to Commi'ssioner Frank Rue and to Deborah 
Williams, 
EVOS Trustee. 

From: CHRISTINE W. MAACK, 73201,3124. 
TO~ Go~ernor Knowles, 
"INTERNET:office of~the governor@gov~state.ak~us 
DATE:· 3/3/97 To:25 PM · 

.RE: Copy'of: Homer _S~it 
, . . . 

·Governor, 

Please give serious consideration to the purchase by EVOS of some 
private - · -· · · 
tracts along the Homer Spit and on Beluga Slough, which are currently 
being _ 
negotiated .by' the- Trust fo-r. Public= L_and,. the City of Homer and the 
Kachemak _-_ . 
Heritage Land trust. Thi's possibility has taken shape· rather suddenly 
and 
may not surviye long delays. 

Being a birder and .a supporter of habitat_ conservation,. I can testify 
to . . - . 
the use of these areas by migrating bir~s - notably the ~horebirds 
.that are 
.now. the objects of an annual festl val which has extended the Homer 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.ne_t· ,' '•. 1 

l 



CHRISTINE· W. MAACK, 07:19 PM 3/5/97 Copy of message· 

tourist 
season almost a month.· The· rapid development·' of log storage 
facilities, 
snagging ponds and various commercial uses has squeezed the·birds down 
to. 
these few p~rcels, this in addition to _the intertidal life having been 
da~aged by the oil.spill. 

Giving our wildlife a better chati~e is always m~artingful, ~rid in this 
case, 
we will be doing eco-tourists and ihe town of Homer a favor also. 

Christi!').e Maack 
3522 Alexander Ave. · 
Anchorage, AK .99508 
907-:-278-4265 

. I . 

jPrinted for ospic@alaska.net · 2 



ospic@ alaska.net,Homer tidelands 
T~: ospicQal~ska.net 

From: amholen@alaska.net {Anne Marie'Holenl 
Subject: Horn~r tideland~ 

(copy of letter sent to Gov. Knowles, Frar:k Rue, and Deb.orah Williams): 

I am writing to urge you to support th~ acquisition of shorebird·habitat at the base of the 
Homer Spit and in the Bel':lga..Slough·tidelands. I understa.nd that there is an·.opportunity.for 
acquisition through the Exxon Valdez Oil· Spill sr:lall 'parcel program: These lands would be 
perfect for that program. · · 

·, 

1: 

I was living in Homer a~ the tiine of the 1989 oil spill. I remember dr.iving out to Lands End at 
the end of the spit after a particularly stressful .day working. ·at the Cer:ter for Alaskan .Coastal 
Stud~es, fielding frantic calls about the spill. J.l.t·Lands End !;~ordered a drink to help fllYSelf 
unwind, thet:l looked out. the window .and saw a seagull att::ernping to fly. I .soon realized it had 
oi 1. on it· and could not fly .. · I · burst into tears. · 

I worked on the original Pratt Mus~um oil spill exhibit that summer. Several years later I saw 
the exhibit at one of the Smithsonian galleries in Washington, DC .. · It in".mediately brought tears 

.. to my eyes as I relived the anguish of that period in Horner.· 

This is a rare opportu.nt'ty to protect· habitat in an area affected by the. spill. Please do what 
you can to encourage acquis_itionof the. Homer tidelands. This action would not only.protect the 
shorebirds, it would ensure that generations of Alaskans can .continue to: enjoy the magic of this 

_stunning and unique enviro~ent. 

sincerely, 

Anne Marie Holen 
11241 Latta Circle 
Anchorage,· AK 99516 
907-346-2789 

'· ' 

. .--:-
. l 0 'evosTvu-s~ ~· .?-/ft,-.717Y 

. . . . 

~~.w;Ui~ ~7t-·'-fl02.. 

Printed for amhoh~n@alaska.net (Anne Marie Holen) 



Beverly Hayes 

From: 
To: 

OifSpill Public lnfo(mation Center. 
. Beverly Hayes · .. · . . · · · . 

Subject: 
Date: 

Homer spit and Beluga Slough Conservatio . 
Tuesday, March 0.4, 1997 1 2:35PM 

" Original Subject: . . . . . 
Homer spit and Beluga. Slough .Conservation 

. . 

. >Fro~: Emilie Cover·< emniy@xyz;net>· · . · .· . 
>To: "'Deborah Williams•• <deborah. ,1 williams@ios.dcii.gov >, 
> ·."'Commissioner Frank Rue'" <frarikr@fishgame.state.ak.us>, . 
> · "'Governor Knowles·~ <office .of the govemor@gov.state.ak.us>, ·: · 
=:- "'EVOS.Trustee'"·<ospic@alaska-:-net>, · · · . · .. · . · · 
> "'EVOS Trustee"' <ospic@alaska;r:tet> . · 
>Subject: Homer spit and Beluga Slough Conservation .. 
>Date: Tue, 4 Mar 1997 1. 1 :39:08 -0900 

·. > ' ' 
. >To whom it may concern: · ·. · 

> ,• . . ' . - ' . . . ..: _,:(l ~·~-·-- .,:, ""' 
> I would like to show my support for the acquisition ·cWpti~""a'tely··owned 
tracts on the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spiil 
Trustee Council's small parcel program. As a recreationall;>irder and a 
supporter of the sustainable tourism industry, I believe it is essential to 
protect the remaining tidelands in these areas. . · . . 
> The Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival has grown over the past years drawing 
many tourist to Homer before the traditional· summer season. This helps ·' 
buisnesses extend the short tourism season. I believe the industry already · 
in place on the. spit has adv~rsely affected the scenic beauty of the Homer. 
It has also destroyed essential habitat for shorebirds, clams, mussels, and 
intertidal organisms. Mud Bay is an important staging area for migration 
shorebirds and was dedicated last year as part of the Western Hemisphere 
Shorebird Reserve Network. The City of Homer is taking steps to. dedicate 
some of its tidelands to conservation also. These intertidal resources were 
badly injured by the oil spill. This is a once in a lifetime chance to . 
preserve key wildlife habitats that are used and viewed by thousands and 
thousands of Alaskans residents and. visitors each year. > . . 
>· 
> 
> 
> 
> 

·> 
> 
> 
> 

Sincerely, 

Emilie Otis 
PO Box 1402 

.. Homer, Alaska 99603 
emmy@xyz.net · 

Page 1 
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-~~~ Miss Lucile Kramer 
~) 14640 Loc Lomond La 

~ · Anchorage, AK 99516 . · 

. ~+sr·; 



j Eric Knudtson, 02:56 PM :;./3/97, ,-,, protection of. the Homer Spit, . j · . 
- ·'. 

Date: Mon, 03 Mar .. l997'·14:s6~·sg·..:o9oo:: .··· .. 
· • · · · ·" , · _ .··· r .. · . ·: _'l"i . .:.'• . . · 

From: Er~c Knudtson <inepk@UAA.ALASKA. EDU>. . 
. Subject: pro~ection of. t'he ·.Hom~r Spj..t, Beluga Slough, and .Overlook 
Park ~~~d) · · 
To: ospic@~las~a:nei · ··· 

Dear ·sirs: 
I am· writing to encour.age you to support the protection of 

several 
. . . . .. J' •· ':' .. ' \ ': . • 

important sites .in the Homer area,·.·, .Th·e ·Trust for. Public 
currently . . ,,· c' ;. . . . . •• ,. . . . . 

has the opportunity. to nominate· seyeral' small parcels on 
sp·it and on Beluga Slough for the small parcel pro'gra·m. . . . . . . 

Land 

the the Homer · 
These sites 

are a . . . .. . . . . . . . ' . . 
. few of our. last· chances to .. protect very accessible/ and highly visible· 
.. ineertidal areas in the area lnj ur~d ·by the oil spii!'.. ··Protection of 
these ·Sites is important to our community, the intertidal .resources 
(including our internationally recognized shorebird critical ha.bit;:at), · 

- and . · · · · · · · 
recrea.~i.onal. visi'tors. Wha.t a fine statrnen~. the protection of these· 
areas . . . . . . . . .. . . ,. . . . ' 
would-:.inake to·our summer:tourists and recreational visitors! our city . . . . . - - ·- ~.. ' . - ·' . . 
is. . · ' · 
ta.king. steps to· pro.te~t. ·ci tt-'ow~ed :wetlands ·which c(Jmbined with 

· contributions 'frqm EVOS. could make the. wetland r.esources in. Homer much·· 
safer· for all of the appreciate. 'Thank you for your. time; Eric .. 
Knudtson. 

' ~, I 

!Printed for ospic@ ~laska. net .. 



·United States Departm_ent of the Interior 

QFFICE OF TifE SECRETARY 
· 1689 .C Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501·51 51 

March 3, 1997 

Mr. Willy Dunne 
·Naturalist Guide · 

P.O. Box 15043 
· Fritz Creek, Alaska 9_9603 · 

Dear Mr. Dunne: .. 

f6) !E©~U~~ \9) 
tft' 'tllA 7 1997 . 

EXXON \lll0£Z 0\L S"ll 
tRUStEE COUtlC\l 

·,. 

' . . . . 

Thank you for your letter dated february 24, 1997, regarding Homer's Kachemak Bay Shorebird 
Festival and the special features of Homei. Spit. As Secretary of the Interior Bruce. Babbitt's 
designee on the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, I look forward to reviewing these 
undeveloped intertidal lands and other Horner properties~ p~ of the EVOS restoration process and 
und(!r.the process and procedures established by the EVOS Small Parcel Habitat Protection ~rogram. 

The Homer Spit is truly a beautiful and unique area of the State. For your information, I have 
previously met with Chris Rogers from Trust for Public Lands on this matter, liS Well as received 

. correspondence from several other.residents of Homer. Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

eborah L. Wi~-
Special Assistant to the Secre.tary 

For Alaska · 

cc: Molly McCammon 
·Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council. 
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· Mr. Fr~nk Rue 
Commissioner 
AlaskaDept Of Fish and Game 
J 255 W. 8th Street · 
Junea1.1, A~ 99802 · 

Re: Jhe f:Iomer Spit • 

Dear Commissioner Rue, 

.I•• 

!\hrch} •: 1997 . · ... .-' · 

We stand on the brink o(an opportunity. It is not one ·\~:e should ctl!ow to go by. I · 
speak specifically of the int~rtidalctrells of the HomerSpi_t, areas that were affected by 
the Exxon Valde1.oil spHl. areas that are of prime i!Tiportance.to migrating shorebirds 
and to rhous.ands ofvisit<m each year, and community residents. · · · · · · . 

T11e Homer Spit of20 y.ears.ago has: b.~en greatly cha~ged. We are seeing yeady 
growth of industry, the filling of tidelandS to satisfy this ·industry. But ,..,.hat about' 
the shorebirds thRt depeitd on these tidelands ·in their yearly migrations? What abo1:1t 
those of us who treasure the Spit for r~creatiou. for d~tning (\vhich we lost because. 

· of the oil spill, and which has not recovered) and for the tot~rists who also.tre:t$Ure · 
the spit for birdwatc~ing and recreating? . - · · 

. . . . ' . . . ,. _' ' ' ' ~ . :' . . 
The ch"nce' to save i~tertidai res.ource·s through h~bitai ac9uisition, ·c~upied ~vith th'e 
lands the City is' dedicating to conservation and the State s. Kaebemak Ba>: Critic"l. 
Habitat Area make this a golden opportuni~y to preser,·e.key wildlife habitats .. 

. . . . . . ' 

i urge you support the acquisition' of theselr~tls as n~minated to the E~xort Valdez 
OiL Spill Council s·mall parcel program .. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity. · 
Once these land.s are developed, they are lo,;c. Let us please save these. . · 

_ Thank you . 
. ·,-. .' ,; 

Verysincerely, 

/Jilt· weM~~ .. --· ... 
Mildred "Milli" Marlin 
.FO Bo:r-:2652 
Homer. Alaska 99603 

. phone/fAX 235-6652 



DEP ARTMENT.OF FISH AND GAME 

March 19, 1997 

Mildred "Milli'' Martin 
P·.o. Box 2652 
Homer, AK 99603 

Dear Ms. Martin: 

OFFICE OF TH£ COMMfSSfON£R 

TON,Y KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 

P.O. BOX 25526 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99802·5526 
PHONE: (907) 465-4too 
FACSIMILE· (907) .t65·2332 

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to protection ofintertidal arc;:as on the Homer Spit 
Please know that I appreciate the importance of the habitat values in the Homer area as 
recognized by the recent designation as part of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 

. Network. , · 

It is my understanding that the City of Homer is jointly working with the Kachemak Heritage 
Land Trust and the Trust for Public Lands (TPL) to identify and nominate ·a number of small 
parc~ls for consideration through the Trustee Council's small parcel program. At the most recent 

. Trustee Council meeting, the Alaska Department of Natural ·Resources indicated that it would . 
· sponsor the (TPL) nominations· for the purpose of evaluation to see how protection of these 

parcels would help restore the injured biological resources iUld human services damaged by the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. . 

. Thank you again for your comments. I have aske.d the Trustee Council staff to keep me informed 
of these nom.inations, and I look forward to learning more about them as they move through the 
evaluation process. 

Sincerely, · 

Mt!14 
Frank Rue ------

Commissioner 

cc: Molly McCammon 

11·K2LH 

l 



Ms~ Deborah Williams 
EVOS Trustee . · · 
U.S. Department of Interiqr 
1689 C Street, Suite# 100 
Anchorage,AK 99501 

· Re: The ~qmer Spit 

. Dear Ms. WiJliams, · 

March 3, 1997 

4 •.•• 

We stand on the·brink of an opportunity. It is nor one ·w.e ~i1ouldallow to go by .. I 
speak specifically of the intertidal areas of the Homer Spit, areas that were affected by 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, areas that arc of prime irnport.1nce to migrating shorebirds 
and to thousands of visitors eachyear, 'and community residents. 

•• • j • 

. The Homer Spit of 20 ·years ~go has been ·greatly changed. We. are seeing yearly 
growth of industry, the filling of tidelands to satisfy this industry.. But what about 
the sho.rebirds that depend ori these tidelands in their yearly migrations? What about 
those of us who treas1,1re the Spit for recrearion, for darning (which we lost because 
of the oil spill, and· which has not r~overed) and for the tourists who also treasure· 
the spit for birdwatching and recreating? . · 

The chance to save intertidal resources through habitat acquisition, coupled :with the .... 
lands the City is dedicating to·conservation and the State's Kachemak Bay CriricaJ. . 

· Habitat Area make this a golden opportunity ro preserve ~ey wildlife habitats. · 

. I urge you-support che acquisition of these rracts as nominated to the EVOS Council 
. small parcel program. This is a once in a lifetime opportun:ity. Once these lands are 
d~vel?ped, they are lost. Let us· please sa\·e these. Let something good tome of the 
Oll.Splll. . · . · . . · · 

I also urge support of acquisition of Homer's Overlook Park property, also under the 
small parcel progr~m. ·_This is another little gem that is so deser-i:ing of protection. 
The Council has already set aside wonderful !;;mds. ·It now has the opportunity to 
preserve a few more. Again, I encourage support of both the Spit lands and the 
Overlook Park. · · 

T"hankyou: 

..... :... ........•.... -: ... ··~--.. ~·:..-~--:....-:.·----

Very ·sincerely, 

Mildred "Milli" Martin 
PO Box 2652 
Homer, Alaska99600 
phone/FAX 235-6652 

-----.... 



MAR-02-97 SUN 03:28PM JERRY BROOKMAN 

To: EVOS Trustee Council 

90_72837180 

715 Muir.Avenue 
Kenai, Alaska 99611 
March 2, 1997 

I am· sending a copy of a letter I am sending to Governor Knowles, 

Commissioner of Fish & Game Rue. and Federal EVOS Trustee Deborah Williams. 

I would appreciate it if you would reproduce this letter to all:..of the 

EVOS. Trus cee Council. metDber:s. •. :!bank you. 

Sincerely. 

M~ 
Gerald R. Br.ookman 



.. ' ~-

. : 

Dear. Govet"nor K'!'\owlea: 

715 Muir Avenue 
Ken,i. Alaska 99611 
March 2, 1997 

. . . 

1 am writing to· urge . that you give a high 'priority to ·the' acquisition for 

public .use of lands o~ the Homer Spi~;. ~rid Beluga Slough~= available. for sale 

using EVOS trustee council funds. Thte w'ould allow the protection of very 

important intertida~ resources, replacing t·hose damaged by the 1989 EVOS and 

not yet fully. recovered. · The opport~nity. to make. th.1s acquisit19n, togetner 

with the trust for Public Land, City ·.of Homer~ and Kachemak Heritage Land ·Trust, 

is one that should not be miss.ed; as ·once it is gone 1 believe that it will not 
•• •• il" 

again be available. ·. Please instruct the state • 9: representaive on the ~VOS 

Trustee ·C.ounc11 c6. vo~e ~unds. fo~ this· ac.quisiti:on, and .take whatever .actions 

may be necessary, to make it happen~ 

Sincerely, 

· Gerald R. Brookman.· 



Dear Commissioner Rue: 

715 Muir Avenue 
Kenai, Alaska 99611. 
March 2, 1997 

I am concerned about the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough intertidal lands, 

and adj~cent onshore lands, having high wildlife habitat value, in private 

ownership. I· wo~l.d like to see as many as possible of these areas ·purchased 

with EVOS Tr,ustee Council funds as is possible. If .you agree, which I. hope 

you wi~l, I h6pe tha~ you will give this project your full support, placing 

as hi~h a priority on it as possible. 

Sincerely, 

/.. 
Ger?ld R. Brookman 



-- ··. ' 

Nancy Lord _ . 
P. 0. Box558 

· Homer, Alaska 99603 

March 2, ·1997 

EVOS Trustee Council. 
645 G St., Suhe 400 . 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(9,07) 235-8252 · phone· 
(907) 235-~8253 .fax · 
IFNJL@u::~.a.~laska.edu 

· RE: HOMER AREA TIDELAND$ (SMALL PARCEL PROGRAM) . 

'. 

It has come to· my attention- that there's a pending opportunity for key 
parcels of private land in the Homer area (specifically along Beluga Slough. 

·and -the Spit) to be.acquired through the Trustee Council's small parcel 
program. I believe .this is an excellent chance. to .. preserve and protect 
intertidal 'areas that are incre~iibly' productive as habitat and are also very 

· . heavily used by bird watchers, clam diggers, peach wal~ers, and others who ·· • 
either live in the Homer area·or v'isit because_ofthe wilalife, scenic, and ·: . 

· · recreational values we have here. . . · · 

. I would very' much appreciate your attention to ~hese small parcel 
nominations. 

Since~ely, · . · · 

,~~~ 
Nancy LoiW' . · . · · 

\ . . ~-

i . 
! ; ." 

'": ... · 

.. i ~ : ~ 
,.i 

. . . - ~ ..... 

: . : ' '·~ ;. . 



· bt::ann@Alaska.NET, 10:20 .AM 3/1/97 -, Spit Acquisition 

.Date: Sat, 01 Mar 1997 10:20:32 -0500 
From: brann@Alaska.NET 
To: office of the governor@gov.state.ak.us 
CC: ospic@alaska.net . 
Subject: Spit Acquisition 

Honorable Tony Knowles· 
Governor 
PO Box 11001 
Juneau, Ak 99811 
office_of_the_governor@gov.state.ak.us. 

Marc~ t', · 1997 

Dear:Governor Knowles, 
I am writing you to request that you support acquisition of 

intertidal 
land along the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough into the State 1 s Kachemak 
Bay Critical-Habitat Area.· The land aldng the Spit ~nd in Beluga 
Slough · . , . 
is very. important recreational iand. The pleasure the public receives 
from walking, viewing shorebirds, playing and relaxing along the beach 
is in jeprody. Li~tle by little this land is being developed for · 
commercial uses.·. The spit is cri tica·l for tourism in the Homer area. 
The habitat is critical for t~e shorebirds and their ·northernly 
migration every'spring. 

Sincerely, 
Molly Brann 
P.O. Box 1901, Homer, AK 99603 
907-235-6018 · * brann@alaska .net 

lP~inted for ospic@alaska.net 



·,L-1 _b_r_a-::-n_n......,@_Al_a_s_k_a--o-._NE _____ T_.:.,_1~0_·_: ·3'-. O_AM __ · _3~/_1...:../_9...,..7_-.,...:':__s-.:p:._l._· _t--;-· _a_c__!quc_. _i_,s-:-i_t_i_o_n_~'---'---,----...J\ 

Date: Sat 1 01 Mar 1997 lO:JO:Sl·-0500 
irom: brann@Alaska.NET . - · -
~o: deborah 1 williams@ios.d6i.gov 
cc: ospic@alaska.J1et · 
Subject: spit acquisi fion. · 

Ms. Deborah Williams 
EVOS. Trustee . 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1689.C Street, Suite #100 

· · Anchorage, AK 9~·s·o1 · 
deborah _1_ williams@ios, doi .. gov 

Ma.ich 1, 1997. 

- . . ·: 

Dear Ms.· Deb~rah -~iliiams~ 
I am writing_ you ·to request· .that you ·support· acquisition of 

intertidal ·· · · 
land along-~he.Homer Spit and Belug~ Slough into th~ State~s Kachemak 
Bay Critical Habitat Area. The land along the Spit arid in Beluga -

· Slough · . 
is very important recreational land;· The pleasure the public receives 
from walkin~, vie~irii shorebirds, ~playing and ~elaxing along the beach 
is ·in j ep~ody. Little .by little this l~_nd :is beirig developed .for 
commercial uses. ·The spit is critical for ·tourism in the Homer area. 
The habitat is critical for t6e.shorebirds ~nd their northernly 
_migration every s_pring. . · · 

Sincerely, 
Molly Brann 

.·P.O. Box 1901,· Homer; ·AK 99€)03. 
907-235-6018. * brann@alaska.net 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.n~t 1 I 



spwhite@kpbsd.kl2.a, 09:20AM 2/28/97 , Homer Habitat 

Fiom: spwhite@kpb~d.k12.ak.us 
To: deborah 1 williams@ios.doi.gov 
Cc: ospic@alaska.net 
Reply-To: spwhite@kpbsd.k12.ak.us 
Date: Fri, 28 F~b· i997 09:20:18 -0900 
Subject: Homer Habitat 
Organization: Kenai School District 
X-Gateway: FirstClass Gateway. for SMTP/NNT_P (MacPPC) version 1. 01 

As a person involved in the recreational study of birds, I am v~ry 
much interested in protecting the 
resources of the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough. Efforts should be 
taken to provide the services 
damaged by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and restore the intertidal 
reso~rces which are s6 critical to 
a healthy habitat. Please work to. help pr~serv~ this unique arid 

· wonderful recreational 
~pportunity._ Thank you. 

Stan White 
P.O. Box 3034 
Homer, AK 99603 
Ken~i Penin~ula Borough School bistrict 
148 N. Binkl·ey 
Soldotna( Alaska 99669 

!Printed for ospic@alaska.net 
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KachemakBay Shorebird Festival 
P. o .. aox 541 
Home~,.Alaska 99603 
.(907) 235-7740 . 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G. Street, Suite 400 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907)276-7178 FAX 

Dear Trustee Cour.cil Members, 

. February 28, 1997 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

I • 
\ 

The Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival is a unique partnership among local businesses, non-profit 
groups and goveriunent agencies. Since 1993 the festival has centered around the staging of · . 
hundreds of thousands of migrating shorebirds in Kachemak Bay and specifically in the intertidal 
areas of the Homer Spit. By educating the public about these specialized habitats and encouraging 
them to observe the gatherings of shorebirds here, the festival has not only 'increased public 
awareness of the ph(momenon, but has also helped businesses in the area increa.Se revenues at a 

. time of year when tourism has tradition~y been slow:. The suceess of the festival depends on 
. maintaining suitable open space and habitat for the returning shorebirds. · · ·. · 

Much of the remaining natural habitat on the Homer Spit has been drastically altered or reduced in. 
the past few years as industrial uses there accelerate. Areas where people used to hike, ride 
horseback, beachcomb and watch shorebirds have been dredged and filled and no-trespassing 
signs. have sprouted. Much of the remaining intertidJI.l areas and lo~ lying veget~ted habitats ar~ 
privately owned and could potentially be filled or altered tq the pohit of destroying the habitat 
values forev.er. Many of the priv.ate landoWI1e~s have indicated a willingness to sell their-property 
at fair market value. ·· · · · · · ' · · · · · · · · 

W ~ encourage the Truste~s Council to consider the purchase of intertidal lands identified by the 
Kachemak Heritage Land Trust' on the Homer Spit and Beluga Slough in order to protect arid 
enhance the intertidal resources that were harmed by the oil spill. In addition to helping to restore 
injured species, the acquisition ofthese properties would open up lands currently closed to public 
use and provide new recreational opportunities for birdwatchers and other 'public uses. 

Smc\:0~ .··~.§A 
Dorle Scholz, Cootd!nator, for the Shorebird Festival Committee 

cc: Governor Tony Knowles 
Comrnisioner Frank Rue, AK Department of Fish and Game . 
Deborah Williams, US Department of Interior. · 

.•, 
': 



February 28, 1997 

Mr. Frank Rue 
Commissioner 
Ak. Dept. of Fis~ and Game 
1255 W. 8th Street 
Juneau, AK .99802 

Randall Z. Davis 
P.O. Box 772 
Soldotna, AK 99669 

Commissioner Rue: 

•. ~ fg©rgowrg@ 
. 'NAA 1 0 1997 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

As an avid outdoorsman, birdwatcher, and professional biologist, I 
am urging you to· use your influence to stop the degradation of wildlife 
habitat by industrial astivities on the Homer spit. Each time I visit Homer, I 

·am appalled at the takeover of the spit by logg.in'g· interest and consequent 
hab~tat destruction. Wetlands important to migrating and nesting shore~irds 

.· are being lost at an alarming rate. 

.. Placing property into ownership by the state maybe the only way to . 
provide the type of responsible stewardship required for these lands. The 
area was injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and that being the case, · 
properties there are candidate for acquisition with Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
(EVOS) funds. Few opportunities exist to protect these lanqs and the 
wildlife and human activities associated with them other than purchasing 
them. So I encourage you to do all that is possible to support the protection . 
of these ·irreplaceable reso.urces. ---

Sincerely, 

Randall Z. Davis 

: ... 

t~ .,..· .. ~. ·" 

0- . 



.. ·,'·' 

Dr. George C. West 
P. 0. Box 841 · 
Homer, AK 99603 

February 26, 1997 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 40 I · 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 1-~45 _I 

· · · Re: Small Parcel Purchase i.ri Homer 

Dear Trustee Council Members, 

';,.., 

This letter urges your s'upport for the acquisition of several sinal! parcels ~f ..;,etlands on the Homer Spit 
. and in Beluga Slough in Homer that have been nominated by the Trust for Public Lands "Yi.th full support 
ofthe City of Homer and the Kachernak Heritage' Land Trust. · · · 

As a resident of Homer since 1984 (and ~la.Ska since 1963) and as a biologist, I reCognize the great 
importance that these lands have for both· the future of wildlife and the future of recreational tourism in· 
Homer. The parcel$. are all in intertidal areas now in private hands, heavily used by. migratory birds, and 
sometimes used for local recreation. littertidal beaches, inud flats, and rocky shores were hardest hit by· the· 
1989 oil spill and these parcel~ represent some of the few oppo~nities for the Council to protect sensitive 

. 'intertidal habitats.. · · 

The parcels proposed are adjacent to other lands now being set aside for wildiife and recreational use. The 
CitY of Homer and the U. S .. Fish and Wildlife Service are· both active in planning and initiating 
educational and recreational- programs for the use of their lands; the propo~ed parcels would increase this 
opportunity aitq serve to protect larger contiguous blocks of intertidal habitat;: whic.h is critical if migi:atory ... : · 

. birds, including some of the injured resources, make continued use of these lands~ Nearby development · · 
has seriously threatened the intertidal are~. along the Homer Spit. A ·large block of Spit land was ·recently 
dredged and filled for a barge b~in and log transfer site: This area \'/as prime upland shorebird habitat 

. until it was destroyed, Action to 'protect the; remaining lands along_ the Spit must be swift- to prevent the 
loss of intertidal habitat there: . . . · 

You are aware that the parcels under consideration are within an area recognized for their importance for 
wildlife as they are within the Kachemak Bay Critical Habitat Management Area and Kachemak Bay 
lntemational Site ofthe Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network The annual Kachemak Bay 
Shorebird Festival depends on. the migration of some 30 species of shorebirds that utilize the intertidal 
areas in these parcels each spring: If these and adjacent lands are lost to development, the great educational 
opportunity created by the Festival will also be lost. The future of our wildlife- and the future of · 
recreational opportunities for OUr citizens- depends on the protection of habitat in areas such as Homer. 

Once again~ I urge you to acquire these parcels for the protection and enhancement of injured wildlife and 
recreational resources. . . 

' ... ' 



~) . 

' 

.·, ' .. 
·' 

L .. 

United States Department of tbe Interior . 
. . . v\M~<-~.JJ4t.~ t:·.~.:~." "":.~::.,......_ 

O~CEOFTHESECRETARY 
. i 689 C Street, Suite 100 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-5151 

Ms. Victoria A. Schirado, Director 
Pratt Musewn 
3 779 Bartlett Street . 

-. Homer,Alaska 99601 

Dear Ms: Schirado: 

February 20, 1997 

.-, 
:' .. i 
; '~ ! 

Thank you for your letter, dated February 11, 1997, regarding Homer's efforts to pro~t land on the 
Homer Spit and the Beluga.Slough as penrui.nent conservation areas for the protection:vfwild.life 

_ · and public enjoyment. 

As Secretary Bruce Babbitt's designee on the EXx:on Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, I -look 
fotward t<?~eviewing these properties as part of the EVOS restoration process and under the process 
and procedures established by the EVOS Small Parcel Habitat Protection Program. ···, 

For your infortnation, i have previously met with Chris-Rogers fromTrust for Public Lands on this 
matter. Thank you again for your letter. . . . · . 

cc: j Molly .Mccammon, Executive Director · ·. 
EVOS Trustee Council-

. ' ., . 

. Sincerely, 

·.1?~~~ 
Special Assistant to the Secretary 
for Alaska · · 

.·.-:. •;;•·· ,, ·:· 
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DEPARTIVH!INT·OF FISHA.i'ID GAME 
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dFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

· February 12, 1997 · . 

The H_onorable Jack Cushing 
Mayor, City of Homer 
Homer'City Hall 
491 Ea.St.Pioneer Av_enue ,. 
Homer AK 99811 _, ·. 

~' ' . , 

. -.. -. 
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·· .. .LV: Frank Rue · · .. · · · 
--f ~ ·. Commission.er · · 
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TONY KNOWL/£5, GOVERNOR 
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1_.,ratt .. _useu,nm. -~ 
Homer_Society o{Naiura~ History, Inc.· 

. 1"--"•- .. ~--'------

3779 Bah1ett Silcd, Htnner .. Aloska 991.. 

/ 
/ 

Re~r~l,>ta ry 11, 19 9 7 

Deb~rah Wllli~ms 
Special Assistant to the Secret~ry for 1-.K 
Office of. the Secretary 
Department of .Interi9r · _ 

. : 168.9 c s.treet. ~~~-00 .:~ 
·· Anchor:aie. AK 99so 1 , 

. : .. Dear Ms·. · Wi·lliams .-
7~·~:::;-;.i .. ·· ., " ·.\.. ·. :.~.:~~ ·~·.~~-·~ ..... _, . . .· .. , . -~... :_J~. ., -.. ,,_t~:. \ . . 

·~; · -~~i· ;(;.:TJfe ·~t.alt.~u~~\lql .. ,.iq.~:'=uom~·~~::ls::c.tedtG&ted 'to the- proces~ of e~ucat~on 
·. ,,. . by explor";t.Jl& the natura.! ;'~nv.J.::.ronque-pt GJld human exper1ence· · J:!ielat1ve 

::., ;, . to· t:~e~. Ka~~mak Bay-. r~gfdn_::()'f . .<ta~.lt~''~nd it':~.L\i?lace in the world. 
~- •·. Our~ missidrt~'_i~ ve,:ry ~1ns~-~y . a'fig_rle'~.f.')v';i. t'h "~t YOf the Kachemak 

J/:: · :. !!t:r1tag~ Lan~i>i;Jr,USj'; J~fJ .... ,- AS ··'?~X:~~~or -o~.;:_t·he ~ratt Museum I 
, .l. ':~<~~u·ld l~k~ to-;~TI~pq;~«;~e ~~ur~~ppp·or:~ 9fi~~!v: efif.g~ts.~.:f~ KHLT a~d the 

~ .l~r-· .. ,, .:-.' ".:;1_:,C.l.,,t>f<~t'Ho~r;:~9'':~p.rotec1;:.··undeve'l:oped (;?l"opet::ty· ~~-the<"Homer Sp1t and 
~: :r~~~l,::.;;·:~.~t1·i:,,·~- '-.~~:ru·g_a. ,~J;Q:ug·t,IJ' ..... -- ·. , · ~ ;_:.. t . , - .v · , ;:JT- . ~ J. ;· 

''tf.;E;,.- ·· Pernia·rient ·protect~bn: ~-.t.{h.ese·· sensitive hi!J>i.tat' -,~fO.Pe'r'.t:ies 1 are an --~ · 
;v importan:t.-: concern· ·or. · t~e· Ifti~t t ~_useu:f.t:tit~:;;~th~1t:w~ :.~r~ :d;~arged witH . 
_ft.·. > ·' ·-·. :; . 

'· . 
•' 

the J.nterp.petatipn,. of Qur-.n~jtU,k:fal_ ~nv+.f:J?~~nt ... :~'(~t:¥rs.e oe:Vf:H:()pment 
·q,r . th¢'s:¢;.~·:p_r()i>e;rtt ie~:.:w9~l4J:;;f~pac·t not .,;6nly: .(jur·· a . it ~es ~,-~t): teat:;h 
.our aud,j:_el)(;:e,s .·the .. v&:t~:e ,q.f\these,.habi tats but .. als·o ... ut these: areas 
/at· ris'If'·a·S1'.'-hla·:tnsbicys: .. :.(>f·\ji~~-r:.· log~(l_: g_rowil)g tc>ti"ri.~m ... :t·i)-~;U$t:ry .: ,' 

_~.Jl ··-~: .. :/< :./\~:~ /~~· .-.. -.~·._;\;·:.' ~:.;._ ·, ... ' .. }, ~_ .... _ .. ~ .,_. - ' . . ',1,~;.~:-··:t~\J . 0~ 
1 

· It i$::<my hope· tJ:li(t.{ydti,.wt;tt sl\.pp()'rf the'- .KHLT and the ::City of Homer. J _in~ .~-p,_~servirig ··,.t-fies·et:: t~o -. dyriamit(':;:.properties. f:or ':the long- term 
.,~.:} econo~·~q bene~·~t of: the·>~n~i.~~.-.commi:mi ty ~ . :~:·. •.i, 

~- • .'• 1• '-~~.-~~··~:·.~ ~- .::·>: -::.5:. ~-:::~.-· .. {.· ...... ;·· '• '<::~.~:;: ... :::/~.· .. ~- .. \~'\_.;' ~-.. '.:;.t{:~ ·-~ .. · .• ·~:}~ {.i. i}"ff· .. 

· Thafik you for your· i.ntetest and corisl.':rderat ion. · .. . ~--": .. ,. .... 

stncerely;,· 
-~·· ··:··.·'.:·.-,!; 

. . ' •' -·) ... . . 
. . ·~ : ( - . 

'' 
··· Victoria·:(\,;,.,$ch.ira·do · · 

· · Dire.ctot· '·: ··:· :~ ·· '· · 

··.· 

;! C'- .~ t; .. ·.~ H 

: 'L: ·:~- i_--~~ l::~ t ci ~·: · 

, r .. 

~ " " . . 

,·,,~~LT. 

·;!~~· • •. ~~ ·f .;:;~.t· 

.i' . 

.i ~~-~-. ~ 

l907) 23~;.8635 
' ••• . <'. • ' 

:"fax::i35~~?64',~::_:, :·E::MazL' p'~att@~~9:f'kiz:tzet -· ~~BE::~:~ . .,. . ··.-·- · : 

. ' . ·····. ~.·. ' 
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Alaska Coastal Currents Newspaper· Columns _ 
We have been distributing the newspaper column for three months. It h~s been picked up 
by spill area newspapers above and beyond our expectations. Together with the radio · 
series, Alaska Coastal Currents is having a strong public information impact if! the spill 
area. The newspaper column has apperu:ed in.the following newspapers: 

The Peninsula Clarion 
The Valdez Van guard · 
The Cordova Times 
The Chugiak-Eagle River Star 
The Homer News 
The Kodiak Mirror 
Seward Phoenix Log 

runs weekly · 
runs regularly 
runs regularly 
runs regularly 
runs occassionally 

· runs occassionally 
does not run column 

Alaska Coastal C.urrents Radio 
We recently finished production on the 75th episode of Alaska Coastal Currents for radio. 
Our push this summer to get the radio series aireq in more places has paid off. During the 
last three months, the series has been picked up by public radio in Fairbanks and Juneau 
and by commercial stations in Anchorage, Kenai and Homer. The ·following is a list . 
showing where, when and how often the series is aired. 

' . 

Anchorage KSKA Fridays, 10:04 /1 :04 a. plays wffalk of the Nation-Science Friday 

and 7:24 p: and after Alaska Fisheries Reporl 

KEN I Daily 1 Op.m. - 5 a.m. every hr 

Cordova KLAM ????· 

Dillingham· KDLG· Fridays, 5:30 p.m. plays after their news hour; repeaters in 
Sand Point, King Cove, Dutch Harbor, 
Unalaska, .Unalakleet 

Fairbanks KUAC Fridays, 6:4_4 p. (as of Oct. 3) repeaters in Denali Park, Nenana, Healy, 
Delta, Central, Circle, Valdez, Talkeetna, 
McGrath, Galena, Glenallen . 

Homer . KBBI Saturdays, 6:05 p.m. plays after NPR's Living on Earlh 

Juneau KTOO Fridays, 6:44 p., plays after Alaska Fisheries Report 

Kenai KKIS Sundays, 9:30 a.m. plays after "In Touch" 

KKLD Sundays, 6 - 6:30 a.m. 

KWHQ Sundays, 8 - 8:30 a.m. 

KDLL Fridays, 7:25 p.m. 
Saturdays, 6:05 p.m. 

Kodiak kMXT Sundays 12:15 P:m. 

Valdez KCHU . Thursday, 5:46 p., plays after Alaska Fisheries Report 
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L~oking for Octopus' 
garden in the sound 

The octopus is a cryptic un- ing. 
derwater beast In the northern The scientific literature men
Gulf of Alaska. the Giant Pa- ··tioned they were found under 
cific octopus, octopus dolfleini, rocks and boulders, but did not 
lives from the shore down to mention vegetation. Mr. Jerry 
about 500 meters or 1700 feet, Totemoff, of Tatitlek, said 
which makes it both difficult they're US!lally found near beds 
to locate and difficult to study. of eelgrass. 

Following reports that the gi- By the end of the study it 
ant Pacific octopus was in- was apparent that octopus habi
creasingly scarce· after the tat in Prince William Sound in
Exxon Valdez oil spilt Dr. eluded plants. Most of the oc- · 
,David Scheel, of the Prince topus they found (all juveniles) 
William Sound.Science Center, lived in the intertidal zone 
set out to discover more about down to 16 feet deep. They . 
this mysterious creature. preferred areas with dense kelp 

"I began to get concerned," and a sand, mud, or gravel bot
said Scheel, "that with the tom . 
small populations out there that Researchers found no evi
it would be difficult to find oc- dence that there was more food 
topus and so I decided the best in the kelp or shallow areas. 
people who would know where Scheel says the intertidal 
to find them would be people zone may be a refuge for young 
out there looking for them for octopus. "Kelp may provide 
food, the subsistence users." cover to octopuses. Predators 

The giant Pacific octopus rna" like the big fishes do not spend 
tures at 15 to40 pounds. Males time in very shallow areas. 
usually mature at a smaller size · Even sea otters feed most of the 
than females.· After mating, the time from 8 to 34 meters deep." 
female octopus ·.Jays' eggs in the Octopus densities in the study 
den and tends them f~ up to a> turned outto be one tenth. those 
year until they hatch .. During this. see.n ·in British Columbia. which 
time she. does not feed, and after. has the only counts available for 
the eggs hatch. she dies. Males · comparison. There have also 
die within~ few wcc.ks il(mating. hccn reports of tliflkuhy ubtain-

Whcn the ·eggs hatch, the · ing octopus on the eastern Pa- · 
tiny octopus spend 4-6 weeks · cilic coast, anti declines in the 
feeding and drifting at the sur- Japanese octopus fishery in the 
face with the plankton. They early 1990s. Scheel says none 
settle to the bottlim while still or these observations alone sig
just a fraction of an ounce in nilies much, hut cumulatively 
weight. With(iut mating the raise the question of whether the 
m.:topus can live up to five octopus has been declining 
years, reach 120 pounds, and throughout its range during the 
develop an arm span of 20 feeL 1990s. · 

To address the villages' con- Jmlr Seilz. lives in Cordova 
cern researchers first needed to and a·/so produces the Alaska 
learn some basics about. octo- Coastal Currellts rodio pm· 
pus in this urea - their food, gran1. The series is sponsored 
predators, and preferred habi- bv the 'Ex.xon Valdez Oil Spill 
taL For protection the octopus Trustee Cottncil to provide in
lives in a den - a cavity in or formation about restoration 
beneath a rock-often marked by activities within the spill re· 
shellfish remains at the open- gion. 
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Looking for the Octopus' Garden in Prince William Sound 
By )ody Seitz 

The octopus is a cryptic 
underwater beast. In the northern 
Gulf of Alaska the Giant Pacific 
octopus, octopus dolfleini, lives 

· from the shore down to about 500 
meters or 1700 feet, which makes 
it both difficult to locate and dif
ficult to study. 

Following reports that the 
giant Pacific octopus was increas
ingly scarce after the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, Dr. David Scheel 
of the Prince William Sound 
Science Center set out to discov
er more about this mysterious 

Alaska coastal currents 
creature. 

"I began to get concerned," 
said Scheel, "that with the small 
populations out there that it 
would be difficult to find octopus 
and so I decided the bes.t people 
who would know where to find 
them would be people out there . 
looking for them for food, the 
subsistence users." 

The giant Pacific octopus 
matures. at 15 to 40 pounds. 
Males usually mature at a smaller 
size than females. After mating, 

the femal~ octopus Jays eggs in 
the den and tends them for up to a 
year until they ~atch. During this 
time she does· not feed, and after 
the eggs hatch, she dies. Males 
die within a few weeks of mat_ing. 

When the eggs hatch, the tiny 
octopus spend 4-6 weeks feeding 
and drifting at the surface with 
the plankton. They. settle to the 
bottom while still just a fraction 
of an ounce in weight. Without 
mating the octopus can live up to 
five years, reach 120 pounds, and 
develop an arm span of 20 feet. 

To address the villagers' con
cern researchers first needed to 
Jearn some basics about octopus 
in this area - their food, preda
tors, and preferred habitat. For 
protection the octopus lives in a 
den - a cavity iri or beneath .a 
rock- often marked by shellfish 
remains at the opening. 

The scientific literature men
tioned they· were fo.und under 
rocks and boulders, but did not 
mention vegetation. Jerry 
Totemoff 9f Tatitlek said they're 
usually found near beds of eel
grass. 

By the end of the study it was 
apparent th~t octopus habitat in 
Prince William Sound included 
plants. Most of the octopus they 
found (all juveniles) Jived in the 
intertidal zone down to 16 feet 
deep. They preferred areas with 
dense kelp and a sand, mud, or 
gravel bottom. 

Researchers found no evi
dence that there was more food in 
the kelp. or shallow areas. 

Scheel says the intertidal zone 
may be a refuge for young octo
pus. "Kelp may provide cover to 
octopuses. Predators like the big 
fishes do not spend time in very 

shallow areas. Even sea otters 
feed most of the time from 8 to 

34 meters deep;" 
Octopus densities fn the study 

turned out to be one tenth those 
seen in British Columbia, which 
has the only counts available for 
comparison. 

There have also been reports 
of difficulty obtaining octopus on 
the eastern Pacific ·.coast, and 
declines in the Japanese octopus 
fishery in the early 1990s. 

Scheel says none .of these 
observations alone signifies 
much, but cumulatively raise the 
question of whether the octopus 
has been declining throughout its 
range during the 1990s. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova 
and also produces the Alaska 
Coastal Currents radio program. 
This weekly column is sponsored 
by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council to provide infor
mation about restoration acrivi
ties within the spill region. 
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Assembly OKs emergency 
sale of beetle-killed trees 
by Chris Russ 
Starr Writ.:r 

Tracts of Kenai Pt!ninsula Borough 
beetle-invested timber can bt! harvested by 
emergency order after the Borough 
Assembly approved an ordinance Tuesday 
night. 

The ordinance allows for the over-the
counter sale of timber when no qualifying 
proposals tiave been received for the emer
gency harvest of borough timber infested 
by the spruce bark beetle. It was. approved 
by a 7-l vote, with assemblyman Ron 
Drathman of Homer casting the dissenting 
vote. 

Assemblyman Jack Brown introduced 
the ordinance in August after the borough 
failt!d to receive any bids on three tracts of 
land it hoped to have harvested this sum-
mer. . 

The ordinance gives the borough flex
ibility when selling tracts of tiq~ber and . 
allows the borough to c~ange any\parti~un 
lar sale if no bids are received to make the 
tracts more. attractive to buyers. Prices 
could be lowered or unprofitable portions 
of the tracts could be eliminated· from a 
given-sale to entice harvesters. 

"I think it was a mistake." Drathman 
said. "It doesn't make any sense." His con
cern is that this will decrease the value of 
borough land timber. 

The public hearing prior to the assem
bly's vote on the ordinance drew little 
response, Drathman said. 

The assembly did not finish its busi
ness before its midnight deadline and con, 
tinued the meeting yesterday .. 
Assemblyman Drew. Scalzi ,could not be 
reached for comm~nt. 

In other action, the assembly approved 
funds for the proposed North Pacific 
Voh.:ano Learning Center, funds. to pave the 
area around the Homer · Seafarer's 

. Memorial •. showed support for the Spit land 
purchase with Exxon Valdez oil spill settle-

ment m9r:ties and approved a land purchase 
in Voi.nesenka. · · 

The assel)'lbly unanimously approved 
an ordinance which appropriates $10,000 
to tt}e North Pacific Volcano Le~ming 
Center. The center is projected to be built 

. by 2000 at a location seven miles north of 
Anchor Point. · 

A resolution was passed to appropriate 
$2,850 to partially fund paving the area 
around the Homer Seafarer's Memorial. 
The resolution was introduced by 
Drathman, who said. the amount covers 
one-quarter of .the project cqst. The city of 
Homer i~ expected to pick uP"an additional . ' 
quarter of the cost and the North Pacific 
Fisheries' Association of Homer will .pay 

· the remainder of project cost. 
The assembly reversed a borough 

.;Planning Commission decision to allow a · 
utility easement at the end of East End 
Road. The project would have realigned 
100 feet of the road but \I{Ould have taken 
away the area where some Voznesenka res
idents park their 'vehicles before waking 
down the switchback to the village. 

Voznesenka School is on its way to 
getting some relief from overcrowding· as 
the assembly approved. by a 6-2 vote the 
purchase of a two-acre parcel of land which 
will accommodate a borough-owned 
portable classroom for the school. 

A resolution supporting the efforts of 
the City of Homer for the acquisition of 
lands on the Homer Spit and Beluga 
Slough with Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee funds was approved unanimously 
by the assembly. · 

An ordinance of a municipal capital 
. matching grant from the state of Alaska 
passed . unanimously, appropriating 
$719,000 for borough road projects. ' 

After reac~ing its midnight deadline. 
the assembly reconvened at 9 a.m. yester
day. It held a special session and continued 
the ~eeting at I p.in. yesterday afternoon. 



Dock 
proposed. 
·at Sealife 

-sEWARD PHOENIX LOG 

By Eric Fry Thursday, September 18, 1997 

LOG Staff 

Kenai Fjords Tours plans to ask 
the city for permission to build a 
floating dock at the Alaska SeaLife 
Center. 

Tom Tougas, president of the 
tour boat company, said it would 
serve three types of customers: 
cr.uise ship passengers who are 
booked to go to the Sea Life Centel' 
after touring Kenai Fjords National 
Park or Fox Island; tourists staying 
in RVs or hotels downtown who'd 
like to be dropped off downtown; 
and people on his tours who decide 
at the last minute to visit the 
SeaLife Center. 

Tougas said the cruise ship lin~s 
asked for the option. About12 per
cent of Kenai Fjor$ Tours' cus
tomers are from cruise ships, or 
about 12,000 passengers a season. 

Those cruisers arriving in 
Seward by ship would go out on a 
Kenai Fjords Tours boat in the 
morning, be dropped off at the 
SeaLife Center about 2 p.m., and 
be picked up by buses about S p.m. 
to go to Anchorage or to lodges in 

Kenai or Girdwood: 
Cruise ship passengers depart

ing from Seward would visit the 
Sealife Center flrst and be picked 
up there for lunch at Fox Island and 
an afternoon wildlife tour. "The 
dock simply reduces a lot of the 
busing between downtown and the 
harbOr," Tougas said. · 

"We're excited about it because 
of the opportunity to· bring more 
people to the center," said Darryl 
Schaefenneyer, project administra
tor for the Sealife Center. 

Tougas is planning a floating 
, dock about 30 feet by 100 feet that 

would lie north-south in front of the 
wave barrier just east of the old fer
ry dock. An 80- to 100-foot ramp 
from it would bring passengers to 
a walkway at the SeaLife'Ceiuer's 
grounds. 

People would wait in line and 
buy tickets at a covered area on the 
uplands. The dock would be hand· 
icapped-accessible. 

The dock would have two faces, 
one for Kenai Fjords Tours boats 
and the other for public access. The 
company would build, own and 

maintain the dock. Tougas estimat
ed construction costs at roughly at 
$500,000. It would be removed in 
the winter. 

The city harbormaster would 
manage the public access berth and 
charge its usual moorage fees of SO 
cents a foot a day for stays of under 
12 hours, or $1 a foot a day for 
more than 12 hours. The city also 
would charge a fee of $3 a passen~ 
ger for boats at the public access 
berth. ' ' 

Tougas is proposing that the. fees 
be split three ways between the city, 
the co'mpany, and the Sealife 
Center: Kenai Fjords Tours, 
because it would own the dock, 
wouldn't pay the city any fees. 

The company wquld need a 
lease from the city for the tidelands 
and the uplands. . 

Hamonnaster Foster Singleton 
said the· city supports the project. 
The administration will recommend 
against going out with a request for 
proposals, he said. That differs from 
the city's usual policy when some· 
one offers to use city land. 

"If somebody else comes in, 
there's enough room to accommo
date another proposer," Singleton 
said. "It's not cutting anybody else 
out who wants to do that. We just 
want to get this on line when the 

Sealife Center opens." 
Tougas said he wanted the 

to request proposals a year ago, so 
there wouldn't be any question · 
about it. But the problem now is 
timing. The RFP process for board
walk sites at the small-boat harbor 
took 18 months. He wants to be 
ready to go in May 1998. 

The city would have to approve 
the dock design and get an Army 
Corps of Engmeers permit to put a
structure in the tidelands. Sin&'eton 
said he didn't recommend, puiting 
the dock in front of the sea wall 
because waves bounce off it. 

Schaefenneyer said the project 
wouldn't interfere with the SeaUfe 
Center's fish pa.Ss, to which salmon . 
will returri. ' ' • r 

Some people might. raise the 
issue of sport fishing! .During public · 
hearings about the fish pass, the 
SeaUfe Center said everything east ; 
of the old ferry dock would be open i 
for fishing. 

Tougas said he didn't think 
dock would have a big impact 
it. "We'll take up a relatively 
area." 

Another issue might be a con
flict of interest. Tougas is a board 
member of the Sealife Center. 

He said anyone with issues 
should call him. 
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Bixby wants support 
for shoreline park 

Bill Bixby, as chairperson of the 
Alaska State Parks Advisory Board 
for the Valdez area, asked the council 
to support purchase of shoreline 
property, currently owried by-Wayne 
Blondeau, by the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustees Council. Bixby has 
been organizing a letter drive at the 
local schools, and other concerned. 
individuals to convince the trustees 
to purchase the land. · . 

Of the 19 sPede5atrectCd by the
oil spill-, Bixby said the trustees 
reported only two li~g on the prop
erty, but Blondeau claims as many. 
as 18 of the species can be found 
there. · · 

To "sweeten the pot," he asked 
the council to offer the trustees addi
tionalland, donated by the city, adja~ 
cent to the Blondeau property. All the 
land would connect to the new 
Alaska State Parks trail to Gold 
Creek. which is accessed at the end 
of West Egan Drive. 

Harris asked the proposition be 
reviewed by the city's planning and 
zoning commission, and with that 
endorsement, he would call for a res
'olution to promote the purchase of 
the property by the trustees. Mayor 
Dave Cobb said he hoped to get the 
resolution and letters to the trustees 
by their next meeting set for Dec. 15. 
In other council news: 

• Mayor Cobb proclaimed 
October Arts and Humanities Month. 
Kristi Sorenson, vice president of the 
Valdez Arts Council, and Joe Leahy, 
director of the Valdez Museum, said· 
they would work together to promote 
arts and humanities awareness dur
ing that month. 

\. , ... 
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Science 
Ubraries 
join forces 

ANCHORAGE (AP)- A 
group of Alaska science 
libraries plans to open as· a 
new public library here next 
month to sa.ve money by con
solidation. 

Alaska Resources Library· 
and Information Services · 
will house the collections 
from seven state and federal 

, agencies, according to Cathy · 
Vitale. one of the librarians. 
All told. there will be 150,000 . 
books and 700 journals. plus 
access to CD-ROM and com
puter data bases. 

The library will merge the 
collections of the Alaska 
Department of Fish and 
Game; the Arctic 

. ., ... "Environmental Information 
· ·and Data Center of the 

University of Alaska, U.S. 
! · Fish. and Wildlife Service, 

U.S. Geological Survey, 
Minerals Management 
Service. Bureau of Land 
Management and the Oil 
Spill Public Information 
Center. 
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Peninsula gains 2 boat launches· 
Governor says state plans under way for Funny Riverfacility 

By JON LITTLE 
Daily News Peninsula Bureau 

KENAI- With the state's shiny new Pil
lars and Cooper Landing boat launches bare
ly complete, Gov. T<:my Knowles on Monday 
announced the state already has plans for an
other one. 

The state has closed a $1.65 million deal on 
a 146-acre former homestead and cattle ranch 
in the community of Funny. River, Knowles 
told 35 officials, politicians and fishermen at-

·"tending a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the lS.: 
acre Pillars site. 

Not only will the state restore shoreline 
damaged by horses, cattle and bank anglers, 
it will convert the flat, cleared hayfields into 
an environmentally sound sportfishing spot 
on the south side of the Kenai River, Knowles 
said. · 

The move fits with the administration's 
tricky goal of protecting the river from dam
age caused by fishermen while offering those 
sa.rile. anglers a wider selection of places 
where they can launch boats or cast a line, 
Knowles said. 

He called it "the right kind of access." 
"We have to make sure we preserve these 

factories that produce the fish," Knowles 
said. 

The state calls its new property River 
Ranc.h and it borders some pretty good (~sh-

freshly paved Pillars parking 
lot, Knowles praised the bipar
tisanship- and community sup
port that led to its creation. 

He and Kenai Peninsula 
Borough Mayor Mike 
Navarre and Kenai Mayor 
John Williams also thanked 
Kenai homesteader Leo 
Oberts for selling the Pillars 
to the state in 1992 for 
$350,000. 

The project to refurbish 
the boat launch was paid for 

mg holes, said Chris Degernes, parks super
intendent for the Kenai Peninsula. Just what 
sort of facility will go there still. is in the 
brainstorming stage, she said. 

The purchase relieves pressure on the 
state, which had considered developing its 
only other property on that side of the river, a 
smaller and more delicate site, Degernes 
said. · 

River Ranch joins a growing list of proper
ties purchased through Exxon Valdez crimi
nal and civil settlement funds. Close to 1,600 
acres along the river have been snapped up, 
some to remain wild habitat zones, while oth
ers, like River Ranch, are destined for board
walks and boat ramps. 

Knowles was on the Peninsula for three 
ribbon-cutting. ceremonies Monday, starting 
at the Pillars, before heading to Homer's re-· 
cently completed road improvements at Bay
crest Hill ·and the Cooper Landing boat 
launch. 

The Pillars and Cooper Landing launches, 
both completed this summer, don't offer bank 
fishing but do provide restrooms, which have 
been a priority for boaters and residents tired 
of their property's getting soiled. 

Standing before the gleaming aluminum 
pontoons and wooden viewing decks in the 

with $1.7 million in federal 
funds raised through a tax on 
sportfishing licences. 

The Cooper Landing boat 
launch, next to the Sterling . 
Highway bridge at rhe end of 
Kenai Lake. is on four acres 
the state purchased from 
John and Dottie Ingram in 
1994, combined with a small, 
adjacent state parcel. It was 
funded with more than $1 
million provided jointly by· 
the federal fund and state 
Department of Transporta
tion. 
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grizzly facts 
Biologists track bears in effort 
to preserve habitat near river . 
By JON UTILE 
Daily News Peninsula Bureau 

t l EAR HIDDEN 
LAKE - A 
chocolate-brown 

grizzly lay on the tussocks at 
Chuck Schwartz's feet, her .. 
vacant, tan eyes open and 
twitching from· drugs. She 
groaned like a tired dog. 

Schwartz, a state wildlife 
biologist, made a few quick 
guesses: She was 7 or 8 
years old; her two cubs, 
bleating in the woods riear
by, probably were her first; 
she was fat from feeding on 

he 

iver red salmon.' 
re seeing an ab
prime specimen," 

Then he began a quick ex- . 
amination that would let bi
ologists know for sure her 
age, weight, percentage of 
body fat, what she'd been 
eating and how often she'd 
given birth. 

What they find out might · 
affect much more than bear 
biology. It could sway devel
opment in the middle sec
tion of the Kenai River. 

Working like an Indy 500 
pit crew, the three moved 
fast before the drugs wore 
off. They rolled the bear's 
540-pound body, tagged her 
ears, tattooed her inner lips, 
pulled fur out by the roots, 
yanked a molar, winched 
her off the ground to take 
her weight and stuck her 
with needles to draw blood. 
Finally, she was fitted with a 
thick collar bearing a radio 
transmitter~ · 

a rough initiation, 
she's known as No. 

66th Kenai brown 
bear to wear a radio collar in 

a three-year study to learn 
more about the Peninsula's . 
small and isolated grizzly · 
population. · 

·Biologists will follow her 
movements, see whether 
her cubs· survive and check · · 
on her health. 
. For two summers, biolo
gists have charted the . 
movements of brown bears 
using radio collars and some 
collars equipped with Glob
al Positioning System trans
mitters. The study already · 
is producing some interest
ing results. One of ·them is 
growing evidence that the 
middle Kenai River is the 
Peninsula's P~~.bHW...WJ:..1. 
bears and other predators. 

Thousands of Kenai Riv
er red salmon spawn there, 
·their dead and dying bodies 
offering up a huge amount 
of enl;!rgy .tapped from the 
sea. Data collected from col
lared bears show an ail.nual 
summer pilgrimage by sows · 
with cubs to feed at the riv
er's gravel spawning beds. 
With them come wolves, 
coyotes, lynx, river otters, 
mink, black bears and bald 
eagles. . . 

"This is one of the richest 
pieces of wildlife habitat we 
have on the Kenai Peninsu-
la," Schwartz said. , 

Biologists want to keep it 
that way and have. asked 
Sen. John Torgerson, R
Kasilof, to introduce a bill 
declaring the outlet of Ski
lak Lake and surrounding 
state lands a critical habitat 
area. 

The critical habitat area 
designation is reserved for 
select places known to nur~ 
ture wildlife. Such areas in-

.Ur-..'DAY, September 14. 1997 * 

c.lude Fritz Creek, a moose
rich area near Homer. and 
Redoubt Bay critical habi.tat 
area across Cook Irilet, 

. which protects nesting wa
terfowl. 

A :declaration would af
fect only state lands, which 
amount to a few riverfront· 
properties in the SO-square-. 
mile area biologists have 
targeted. The rest of the 
land around Skilak Lake is 
owned by the federal gov
ernment, Native corpora
tions and private landown· 
ers. · 

The Department of Fish 
and Game's goal is to keep a 
status quo around the wild
lands between Sterling and 
Skilak Lake. "Right now, it's a 
healthy system," Schwartz 
said. "And if we can keep it 
the way it is, it can remain 
healthy." 

Most of the ·land is within 
the Kenai National Wildlife 
Refuge, and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service historically 
goes along with state-desig
nated habitat areas, said 
Mark Chase, the r:efuge's 

. deputy manager .. 
"I don't know of a single in

stance \VhEm we've disagreed 
with it," Chase said. 

The agency agrees with 
Schwartz in this case, too. 
The area is a key wildlife mi
gratory route and a major 
food source, he said. 

But that still leaves two un
knowns: Native corporations; 
which own some pretty big 
chunks of land, and private 
landowners. Schwartz hopes 
money from the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill settlement 
funds could be tapped for a 
buyback of N'ati\·e lands. 

Most of the private homes 
within the proposed habitat 
area are in ttie Kenai Keys, a 
neighborhood outside Ster
ling that draws insatiable an
glers in much the same ·way 
as the river's fish attract 
bears. Nothing in the critical 
habitat designation would af
fect those homeowners, 
Schwartz said. 

Schwartz sees the designa
tion as a solution whereby 
virtually everyone wins. A 
rich .source of food would 
continue to foster sows with 
cubs, draw bears away from 
campgrounds and the neare.st 

. residential subdi\'isions. such 

as home~ in the Kena'i Keys. 
On top of that. it would pro
tect an obviously vital spawn
_ing area for salmon prized by 
sport and commercial fisher
men. 

GPS tracking has shown 
the bears sleep miles away 
from the river during the day 
when the fishing boats are 
out. The bruins move in at 
night to feed. Schwartz sees 
that relationship continuing 
but says a critical habitat des~ 
ignation might result in re
duced bank fishing for silver 
salmon in fall, when the bears 
are most active. 

The refuge also might re-

strict camping in fall, he said. 
But legislation that would 

set the ball in motion has 
barely been drafted. It must 
face a Legislature that's not 
inclined to lock up land, and it 
is a measure sought on behalf 
of the Department of Fish 
and Game, not the public. 

Torgerson, who sponsored 
the successful Fritz Creek 
moose habitat designation. 
said he doesn't mind sponsor
ing this bill but is uncomfort
able with the fact that it has 
no human constituency. At 
least not yet. The idea is so 
new that it hasn't generated 
much response from the peo-
ple who Ji\·c in the area. 

But that could change as 
soon as this week. Schwartz 
and Torger~on's chief of 
staff. l\lary .Ja~.:kson. plan to 
attend a special meeting 
about the proposal at i p.m. 
Monday at the Cook Inlet 
Aquaculture Association 
building in K~nai. It will be 
hosted bv the Kenai Water
shed Forum. a nonprofit 
group that promotes the 
health of the ri\·et·. 

"'rf the thing makes sens~· 
(tO the publicl. I'm going It 
buck the tide~ of my politi«-:;1: 
colleagues to s~::e this thin~ 
through." Torgerson said. 

A\;CHORAGE DAILY NE\VS 



PENINSULA CLARION SEPTEMBER 12, 1997 OUTDOORS SECTION 

Fears linger about eating seafood 
Are clams, fish, ducks and other animals taken 

from the area of the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill safe 
to eat? 

That depends upon whom you ask. 
A column in the Clarion (July 27, 1997) titled· 

"Subsistence Hotline Calms Concerns about Food 
Resources" really got ·me going. 

First, the headline was flat wrong. It's not a "sub
sistence" hotline, it's a "resource abnormalities" bot
line. All right, I'll concede that the headline writer. 
was just trying to clarify gobbledygook. But saying 
that a 1-800 number ~'calms concerns" was way too 
long a stretch. -~ · 

At least ·20 communities, mainly Native villages, 
were directly impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill; 
that is, their food ~ oiled. Or they think it was 
oiled. The people in the small village of Chenega 
Bay. on Prince William Sound, saw their beaches 
buried under a blanket of stinking crude, some of 
which remains to this day. No amount of scientific 
study, no amount of data, and no amount of bodines 
will calm these people's concerns about what oil did 
to the plants and animals they eat. Or used to eat. 
And I can't say I blame them. 

Now, even the hotline is going. Charles 
Utermohle, at 'the Division of Subsistence in 
Anchorage, sent me a f~ on Sept. 5 that said: 'The 
abnormalities project has. been terminated and the 

LES' 
PALMER 
AN OUTDOOR' 
VIEW 

hotline is scheduled to· be dis
connected. There were very 
few responses and nothing · 
unusual found." 

Larry Evanoff lives in 
Chenega Bay, which .has a 
population ranging from 30 to 
90, depending on who many 
are away at jobs and school. 
He and most of the other vil
lagers gather their food from 
the sea and the land, as 
always. But since the oil spill, 
nothing is the same. 

"Some folks have ~n eat
ing clams, but they'~ not 
touching any musiels," 

Evanoff said. "Mussels seem to hold toxins a lot · 
longer than clams. They don't clean themselves out 
as quick. At least that's whatwe've been told. As far 
as the little butter clams go, we've had some folks 
digging those up. But only where there's no sign of 
oil on the beach." 

A Division of Subsistence newsletter sent out in 
August, 1995, said, ". . . fish, birds, marine mam
mals and land mammals are all able to rid themselves 
of limited amounts of contamination in their bile. 
While this process may cause added stress and poten-

from Prince William Sound 
t:ial harm to the organism, it prevents the hydrocar
bons from building up and contaminating the meat. 
However, shellfish are different, because they do not 
have the ability to get rid of the hydrocarbons quick
ly. They accumulate those toxins and retain them for. 
a long period of time." 

The length of a "long period of time" is anyone's 
guess, but many beaches still have oil. People from 
Chenega Bay have helped on several beach clean-ups 
since the spill, including one in June and July of this 
year. 

"Believe it or not, we got quite a bit of oil off the 
beach," he said. "It goes down as far as the real fine 
stuff, where the sandy gravel starts. That's where it 
normally stops, right in there. It congeals in with the 
sand. A lot of it is asphalty, pretty hard on top. As 
soon as the sun hits it, it will sheen and run, just like 
it was put there yesterday." 

Evanoff thought most of the oil would have been 
gone from the beach he worked on this summer. 

"Amongst all those boulders, where we were 
working, that stuff was still pooled, which was really 
surprising to me. It had a little thin crust over tl;le top 
of it. As soon as you broke that crust. there it was, 
still pooled." · 

Evanoff has been told that there won't be any 
more beach clean-ups, but he's going to ask for 
another one, anyway. It needs to be done, he said. 

I asked him if some people would always be afraid 
to eat food from the oiled area. 

'That's true," he said. ''I can still see it today. 
We've got some folks who just refuse now to take 
anything, any kind of subsistence. Some of them are 
younger folks. They're saying, 'Gee, I don't want to 
have problems years and years down the road. I'm 
young and have lots of years ahead of me. I don't 
want to jeopardize that by eating something that 
looks clean, but is probably contaminated." 

Mountains of money have been thrown at testing 
animals for hydrocarbons and communicating the 
results, but all the effort seems for naught. Don't peo
ple trust the scientists' word on what's safe to eat? 

"No. No. To tell you the trUth, I don't particularly 
trust the scientists, Olyself. TheY're saying that it's 

·clean out here, for one. They say this oil is non-toxic, 
that it's just there. A deer or bear goes walking 
through that and gets oil all over himself, I can't tell 
it from a distance, when I shoot him. I get hlm and I 
look at him and he's all contaminated. He's got oil all 
over liim. And I say, well, gee, I'm not gonna eat this. 
lllat's just a waste of meat, and I don't do that."'' 

It'll take time, maybe a lifetime, to calm these 
kinds of concerns. 

us Palmer is a freelance writer who lives in 
Sterling. 
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University fi-sheries scientists gather in Kodiak Friday:~:-
of the university's Fishery Industrial Tech- seafood product development und prm:css
nology Center. "It's a golden opportunity · ing; commercial fisheries economics and 

Now is your chance to ask the profes- · ·for the conimunit~ to talk with the sden- management; Native Aluskan health, diu-
sors 'about ihose puzzling incidents or . tists who study Alaska's marine ecosys- ~tes and aging; Native subsistence use; 
changes you have observed while at sea.. terns and.fisheries and fqr the faculty to climate change and ecosystem dynamics; 

The entire University of Alaska School· hear from ·island residents who are inti- K-12 marine education and outdoor safety; 
of Fisheries und Ocean Sciences faculty, mate_ with Kodiak's marine enviro11ment · computer modeling of ocean currents; PSP 
Dr .. Vera Alexander, Dean of SFOS and. and its diverse fisheries." · toxins; modeling and forecasting fish popu
David Policunsky SFOS Advisory Coi.m- The 30-some faculty members represent lation levels; aquuculturc and hatchery tech
cil chair, w.ifl be in Kodiuk this weekend a wide· range of exper.tise, including: nology; oil spill effects, prevention andre
attending the school's annual meeting. Fri- Salmon management and population dy- sponse; seaweed biology and marine plants. 
day evening .the Kodiak community and . namics; marine environmental pollution; The group will spend-the weekend dis-

By SUE JEFFR~Y 
Mirror Writer 

. Aluska's fisheries scientists and oceanog- biology and behavior of diving marine cussing the School of Fisheries ar1d Ocean· 
raphers will have ·an opportunity to get to mammals; marine mammals and fisheries Sciences' strategic plan und how to imple
know each other at a reception at .the .:::ish ecology and management; commercial fish men! its goals and map its future direc
Tech Center on Near Island. · · · harvesting and processing in Russia, J.apan tion future in light of current budget co·n-

"This is the first time for many of the . and Alaska; coastal tourism, including . .s[faints: The two-day agenda also includes 
faculty to sec Kodiak and meet the com- ·. corrimercial and recreational fisheries de~ ... plans to discuss the crisis in the salmon 
munity," said Dr. Scott Smiley, director velopment; m~ne education and sarety; fishery and the Exxon Valdez Trust Fund. 

Alusku's Sehoul of Fisheries and.O~:can 
Sciences spans across the state with facilities 
in Fairbanks, Juneau .. Seward and;·kodiak. 
The entire faculty comes together -'annually 
to share information. chart the school's fu
ture course and gain first-hand knowledge 
about each fucility. Lnst year, the school met 
at the University's Aukc Bay facility in Ju
neau. Next year's meeting will be in Seward. 

"While in Kodiak. faculty mc111bers will 
tour the Fish Tech Center and the con
struction of the Neur Island Research Fa
cility,'~ Smiley suit!. 

The 45,000 square-root building will 
incorporate running seawater labs and will 
house the National Marine Fisheries Ser
vice, National Parks Service, ADF&G labs 
and-the University. · 

Doors will open October of 1998. 
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··New Y.ork~itr,wi 1.1·· ·recei-ve'~$qrne, E~x:c:,-n~lY.V,ald ez ·f·und~· 
-. ~ 

'"• Auoc.U:ng "'"' 
NEW YORK ;,.. New York City 

Is getting 1150,000 from. a fund set 
up aner 'he Exxon Valdez spill 
settlement lo head off pollution in 
its own waters, the U.S. Environ· 
mental Proteclion Ag~m:y :says. 

The money comes fr9m a $.j.5 
million en\'irorimental fund set up 
bv 'the EPA arter l•;xx.on Corp. 
paid a $900 miiUon settlement to 
the U . .S. and Alaska governments 
for environmental damage result
ing from the 1989 Euon Valdez 
oil spill in Prince William Sound. 

The fund likely was set up with 
money paid out Co state and fedcr· 
at ag~ncies to reimburse them l'or 
expenditures they made during 
the ~pill cleanup, said Molly Mc
Cammon with the Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill Trustee Council in An· 
chorage. 

"What happened is a lot of fed
t'ral agencies spent a lot of money 

responding lo the spill," McCam
mon said. ''Under terms of the 
selllement, tlley · were reim- · 
bursed." 

·State and federal agencies re
.ceived $173.2 million in reim- ·· 
bursements for litigation, cleanup · 
and other costs &hey inc:urred in 
the anermalh of the 11-million
ga.llon spill, she said. 

EPA regional adminisll·ator 

. . 
Jeanne Fox w·as to present a 
check to city Parks Commission
er Henry Stern at Central Park on 

Wednesda;•. 1'he two als~ wEir~ lo · 
plant a symbolic Great Bulrush. 
plant at the park's llarlem Meer. 
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Exxon.oil spill: trustees 
consider Kodiak purchase 

KODIAK {AP) - Trustees 
overseeing· Alaska's Exxon Valdez 
oil spill s'etttement may purchase 
more than I ,000 acres at Kodiak's 
Termination Point. 

The tract, owned by the Kodiak 
Native group Leisnoi Inc., features 
a popular trail system: 

Preservation of Termination 
Point has become a priority for 
the trustees, said the council's. 
executive director Molly 
McCammon. 

The trustees land purchases are ' 
aimed at acquiring recreation ·and 
wildlife lands to offset· parcels 
marred by the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill in 1989. . .. 

McCammon said a purchase 
agreement could be in hand. with.: 
in a month. The trustees also 
were considering ·smaller pur
chases at Long Island and Cape 
Chiniak. 

Trustees manage a $900 miilion 
settlement paid by Exxon following 
the Prince William Sound oil spill 
in 1989. 

McCammon· said the council 
remained interested in other 
Kodiak tracts, including a site at the 
Karluk and Sturgeon riversowned 
by Koniag Inc., another Kodiak~ 
based Native group. .· ' 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
• The Alaska Science & Technology TOURISM 

Foundation Y.ill invest up to $1.5 million for • Princess Cruises carried 61,000, or 9 
development of an intelligent electronic de- percentmore,Alaskacruise-tourpassengers 
vice by Distributed Solutions Inc. of·~~ this summer and a record 124,000 
chorage that, installed in power plants, Gulf of Alaska passengers, or 16 
could significantly lo.wer the cost . ~ percent more traffic than a year 
ofelectricpowerinAlaska · ~· ~ L\ ago. PrincessisownedbyPenin-

.· communities. The . ./. . ~~, ~ sular and Oriental Steam 
device. u. ses digital ( ~~ ~ ~ Nav~gat.ion Co.' Ric_kJarn~, 
technology to remotely \ Pnncess' seruor VJCe pres•-
control and monitor the . \.., dent of sales and corporate 
operation of diesel gener- .1t; relations said 1997 has 

iary of Alaska Power Sys- · . · the company in Alaska. 
terns.· · : · "Bookings for next year'& Alaska 

• Alaska has won $2.86 rrtil- · · season are going extremely well ... and 
tion in the first round of welfare- there's every indication that next summer will 
to-work grant fun.dingfrom the U.S. D e - be j~st as successful," James said. 
partment of Labor. The money is to help • MACtellnc. has donated $150,000 to 
create job opportunities for the hardest-to- the Alaska Seal.ife Center in Seward, ac
cmploy welfare recipients. :\ationwide, s 1.1 cordingtofund-raisersforthebuildingproject. 
billion was awarded.. About SSO,OOO of the donation \\ill be granted 

in the form of communications services and 
joint marketing support. 
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Termination Point 
deal could be soon 
By JEFF RICHARDSON 
Mirror Writer 

The purchase of more than 
1,000 acres of land at Termi
nation Point could be com
pleted within the next few 
weeks, according to the execu
tive director of the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Coun
ciL 

Preservation of Termination 
Point has become a priority for 
EVOS trustees, Molly 
McCammon said at a meeting 
Wednesday at the borough as
sembly chambc'rs. 

Once an appraisal has been 
compkted - a process that 
should be finalized in the ncar 
future - she said the council 
will begin negotiations with 
Lcisnoi Inc. to purchase the 
popul:~r trail system. · 

''If cvl!rything works like 
clockwork, you could concciv
ahly h:~ve an agreement on Ter
mination Point in two to four 
weeks." she said. 

The Termination Point de:~l 
h:~s bco.:omc such· a focus for 
thl! group. in. fao.:l. that 
r>h:Cammun said other possihle 
purdws..:s ai Long lsl;md :tnd 
Cape Chiniak hav..: ht.;cn put on 
hold. 

She said those ··small pan:cl"' 
pun:hascs will he looked at 
ono.:e a Termination Point sale 
has hcen fully c:~plorcd. 

"'They h:~vcn't said yes. they 
haven't said no.'' McC:~mmon 

· said. 'They've just said, ·Right 
now we don't want to decide 
on that."' 

Despite the interest in Ter
mination Point - <Jnd possible 
purchases al Long Island and 
C:~pc Chiniak - McCammon 
said EVOS trustees arc start
ing to run out or ·money. AI· 
though the Ex wn seltlcment 

earmarked $900 million for. 
land acquisition, habitat pro
tection and research, she said 
the money is starting to 
dwindle. . 

A number of large pur
chases - inc.Juding $36 mil
lion for Shuyalc Island- have 
taken big bites out of the 
EVOS council's spending 
money. 

McCammon said two high
dollar parcels remain in the 
Kodiak area. Purchase of land 
at the Karluk and Sturgeon riv
ers, which arc owned by 
Koniag Inc., is currently under 
negotiation. 

A large piece of land on 
north Afognak Island has also 
been under negotiation all sum
mer. but. McCammon said cx
pensi vc tim her in the area has 
complicated the deal. 

One advantage" Kodiak has, 
McCammon said, is a vm;al, 
well-organized population. She 
said Kodiak rcsi.dents have 
been the strongest advm.:ates in 
the state ror habitat protecti.,n 
:~nd land :•cquisiti(lJL 

rvkmhers of the EVOS pub
lic advisory group heard from 
several Chiniak residents 
Wednesday who said Cape 
Chiniak should he strongly con
sidcn.:d for prcscrvat ion. 

Judy Lucas said the :lcccs· 
· sihlc Chiniak wilderness would 

he a wonderful spot for a hor
ough park. And Woody Koning 
said both Lcisnoi :~nd Kodiak 
residents arc cxc.:!ted ahout 
sparing the land from more log
ging. 

"It's a real shame to sec the 
forest destroyed and the hahi · 
tat destroyed fur an income 
stream, when the owner is 
look!ng ror another alterna
tive," Koning said. 
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SeaLife Center nearly complete 
By Rose Ragsdale 

Alaska journal of Commerce 

C onstruction of lhe Alaska Sealife Cen
ter is galloping toward completion in 
November, fully lhree monlhs ahead 

of schedule. 
'The weather has been verycoopera.live," said 

Roc Sturgulewski, lhe project's construction 
superintendent "We· re about 80 percent done, 
and we have about $5 million left in work." 

Sturgulcwski, who works for project man
Uef Selkregg & Associates, said lhe total 

r'-''"1;,,. .. contract for lhe center started at 
.5 million but grew to $29 million wilh lhe 

addition of more tanks and a fish pass lhat was 
not in the original design. Strand-Hunt is lhe 
general contractor for lhe project. 

In a mid-August interview, Sturgulcwski said 
the 115 ,000-square-foot structure was substan
tially finished up to and including lhe majority of 
lhe rock work in two or three of the center's half 
dozen or so largest marine life tanks. 

TI1ese animal habitats are being built by 
specialty contractor jolly Miller of Seattle. 

"We still have finish work, decorative ele
ments and painting to do," he said. 

Aspects of the project lhat were still under 
way included case work being done by ISEC, 
another Pacific Northwest contractor; and 
mechanical work by Superior Plumbing in lhc 
basement life-support system. 

The electrical sy.;tcm, installed byChilkat Elec
llic, was nearly complete, Sturgulcwski said. 

Landscaping work, indudingputtingin top
soil and trees and most of lhe paving, is done. 

lunt still must complete some con
work, build a deck and do a small 

of framing. 
"Most of the site work is done, but !here's 

a lot of coordination of the subs at this point," 
Sturgulewski said. "We're projecting substan
tial completion by Nov. 6, and turning over the 
building to the owners after that." 

A particularly interesting aspect of lhe 
project ha:s been dealing wilh aU lhe agencies 
and funding sources involved, he said. Those 
groups include lhe Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game, the University of Alaska, lhe City of 
Seward and lhe Alaska Sealife Center's board 
of directors. "It's been rather complex from 
that perspective," he said. 

Still, the Sealife Center "should be a good 
addition to the state," Sturgulewski said. "It's 
exciting to watch it and lhe development of lhe 
programs." 

Built right at the water:s edge of Resurrec
tion Bay, lhect!nter's actual construction has · 
been rather smooth sailing. ' 

Some test results during the design phase 
had indicated that there might be a problem 
with water in the construction or lhe building's 
foundation because of the location, 
Sturgulewski said. 

"During the highest of tides, seawater would 
approach the basement level of lhe .center," 
he said. 

Though it proved to be no problem, archi
tects Jjvingston & Slone Inc. included a provi
sion for runoff in flood conditions In lhe 
center's design anyway, he said. 

"The biggest problem we had from being in 
this marine environment was lhe wind," 
Sturgulcwski said. "It posed some issues for 
us when the tower crane was up, but it turned 
out to not be a big problem." 

One important aspect of lhe center's com
munications infrastructure was lhe addition 
of flexibiUty so modifications can be made in 

lhe future to add more telecommunications 
. capability, he said. 

john Hendricks, director of lhe Sealife 
; Center, said he asked for several changes, 
~ including lhe tej~c.ommunicatlons flexibility 
· and changes in ·lfi'e use of administrative 

space to maximize the square footage used 
for center programs. 

"We've been able to be creative wilh lhe 
design to save money and maximize the rev

·. enue-producing areas," Hendricks said. 
· · One change, for example, was to consoli-

date lhe planned lhree personnel lounges lhat 
separated maintenance staff, researchers and 
administrators into one room where every
body can drink coffee and interact togelher. 
The larger lounge also doubles as key meeting 
space for the center, !lend ricks said. 

"john clearly made some major changes to 
lhe contract wilh lhe intent to maximize rev-

. enue," Sturgulewski said. "He definitely looks 
at lhe center from lhe perspective of lhe 
bottom Une, and that's a good perspective for 
!his facility. 



The Sew8rd Phoenix LOG Thuraday, Autauat 21, 1117 

and coming over from Kenai to 
attend. 

It was an evening of mystery and 
sharing of history of Fox Island and 
Seward in the early 20th century. 
Thanks to everyone who attended 
and bought tickets. Thank you for 
supporting United Way. 

Melissa Stone 
Seward Life Action Council 

../ Qutekcak thanks city 
Thank you City Council mem· 

bers for assisting Qutekcak Native 
Tribe with the new shellfish hatch· 
ery through your willingness to have 
the city act as a pass-through con
tractor. 

In 1992 when we procured mon
ey from the Legislature for the con
stiuction or a shellfish hatchery (for 
oil spill restoration work and 
statewide shellfish industry growth), 
a clear understanding existed with 
legislators and the Alaska 
Department or Fish and Game that 
Qutekcak would be given the oppor
tunity to operalC the facility. We also 
helped Fish and Game pin funding 
for their desired Mariculture 
Technical Center and the two facili
ties were combined into one appro
priation bill. The hatchery and MTC 

.... 

Opinion 
Letters 

were finally completed two months 
ago. though some minor structural 
worit yet remains. 

In the intervening years state 
administration and Fish and Game 
personnel changed yet we finished 
negotiating a thorough operating 
contract with Fish and Game, which 
recognized us as the sublease opera
tors from the beginning and we sub
mitted a detailed business plan as a 
12th hour requirement by Fish and 
Game. 

We were anticipating soon sign
ing the contract when the original 
pass-through contracting entity, the 
Kenai Peninsula Borough Economic 
Development District Inc., recendy 
under new leadership. chose not to 
partiCipate any longer. 

Misinformation from Fish and 
Game to Kenai EDD spurred their 
withdrawal. Flsh and Game appar· 
endy misinformed them that- 1) 
"EDD's participation is no longer 
critical to the success of the pro
ject. •• "; 2) that EDD must comply 
with increased insurance levels, 
even though Chugach Regional 
Resources Commission had previ· 
ously agreed to indemnify EDD; and 

3) that EDD must serve .. u the 
responsible contractor with full lia
bility, with no funding to EDD at 
all," although the state, CRRC and 
EDD had earlier agreed that the 
EDD's status as a pass-through 
agency was protected in the master 
agreement and should the state exer
cise its right to terminate the con
tract, the hatchery would be moth· 
balled and all liability would 
terminate . 

We have wondered if Fish and 
Game was negotiating in good faith 
with us after we learned that their 
recently replaced mariculture coor
dinator was soliciting a hatchery 
operator at a large out-of-state mar
iculture corporation. These events 
and other unexpectedly changing 
and confusing requirements by Fish 
and Game lead us to believe that 
they would prefer someone other 
than Qutekcalt to operate the hatch· 
ery and would prefer to abrogate our 
original operator agreemenL Once 
again. we thanlt the City Council for 
their valuable assistance and role in 
letting us get the long-awaited hatch· 
ery going. 

• Qutekcak has exCellent financial 
resources for long-term operation of 
the hatchery with total budget excess 
contingency funds of 25 per.:ent or 

more, even assuming no 
income which is false, for the rust 
three years of operation, which can 
be carried over to successive years. 
We also have CRRC's financial sup
port and ongoing efforts to secure 
additional development funding for 
years four and five and beyond. if 
nece~sary. We are in an excellent 
position with support from Alaska's 
strong congressional delegation to 
soon gain substantially more Bureau 
of Indian Affairs funding from a 
variety of their programs. A number 
of likely funding sources are dis· 
cussed in our business plan. We 
should alsO mention that this April 
we succeeded in convincing the 
Legislature (with an itemized list 
and quotes despite Fish and Game's 
perplexing opposition) to appropri· 
ate another $250,000 to finish equip
ping the facility with important 
mechanical components and tank· 
age for which insufficient funds 
remained at Fish and Game. 

We are well prepared to operate 
the hatchery and the city does not 
need to run the facility or know how 
t•• -un the facility. Should future 
hatchery operations terminate for 
whatever reasons the contract 

out a notification and 
procedure which will termi 
operating contracts for 
Qutekcak and the ciry. 

Kenneth Blatchford. 
Qutekcak Tribal Chairman 

JonAgosti. 
Qutekcak Hatchery Manager 

Seward 
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Recovery,Qf n~arshqre ecosystem measured 
' . . . ~· .. ' 

Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon of the ecosys- ·· 
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling tern, researchers 

· nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has are monitoring 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. , and comparing · 

·.To help t~ll the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee the recovery of 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing four top-of-the
recovery within the spill region. The idea of t.his column · food chain pre-
is to explain, over time, the many aspects of recovery dators injured ......,......,~~lllla.rlr*!lollllil 
and restoration and what it means to the people who by the spill. · 
live, work and play in the oil spill region. Scientists are 

By JOOY SEITZ 
hoping to uncover any remammg problems in the 
nearshore system by comparing two shellfish eaters; 
harlequin ducks and sea otters. with two fish eaters, 

It's clear that some animals living along the shores pigeon guillemots and river otters. 
of western Prince William Sound have not recovered It's something like a nearshore check-up, accord
from the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Eight years later ing to Leslie Holland-Bartels, of the Biological 
researchers are still searching for an explanation. Is Resource Division of the U.S. Geological Survey. 
their food contaminated? Are they coming into con- "For each of those animals we look at a variety of 
tact with oil? Or, has their food supply changed, so population and individual health characteristics," she 
that they no longer get the amount. or, kind· .of ·food said. "We look at blood, weight, family structure, to 
which allows them to thrive? · .. : .:. ' · ' . ; .. . give us a coll'\bination of. tools, just as a doctor would, 

Over 500 species of plants and animals live in the · if he were evaluating your .health."· . . . · · 
nearshore area, between the low: and high tides. It's· : To find out if animals.are still coming into contact 
. di,fficult to know how much damage the spill caused, · with oil, swabs are taken from their fur or feathers . 
. as there was little biological data about most of them The swabs are put thiough a test which can pick up 
before the oil spill. To understand the present health oil residue invisible to the naked eye. 

Blood and tissue samples tell scientists wheth¢r an 
animal's food supply is contaminated. For example, if 
the fish eaters are healthy, but the shellfish eaters 
have low birth rates and poor survival, perhaps what 
they're eating is contaminated. 

"Then we would hypothesize that there is oil expo
sure occurring," said Holland-Bartels, "but it may be 
occurring through the food chain, through the sedi
ments, to the mussels, the clams, the urchins, through 
that part of the food chain until it is picked up by the 
she II fish eaters." · 

In 1996 underwater divers began to·."assess 
nearshore food supplies for all four species. ' 

Test results have found an enzyme known as 
cytochrome p450 in the tissues of river. otters. P450 is 
an enzyme that develops in response to certain chem
icals, including hydrocarbons, but scientists caution 
that it's too early to draw any conclusions. The tests 
of· sea otter liver and kidney function show there are 
still differences in oiled and unoiled areas, but the dif
ferences are far less than several years ago. 

The project began in 1995 and is expected to con
tinue through 1999 . 

Jody Seitz Jives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 



Habitat protect.ion. solves· Native· 
corporation land use dilemma 

Often the best way to help in
jured species recover is to leave 
them alone. Species such as 
marbled murrelets, bald. eagles, 
harlequin ducks, salmon, and 
river otters, all benefit from un
disturbed forests and mountain 
streams. 

The fish, seabirds and mam
mals I i ving .. near shorelines 
damaged by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill may one day help re
populate the area devastated by 
oil. To aid this natural process, 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council created a pro
gram to protect ha!litat in the 
spill region. 

On Kodiak Island, the Trustee 
Coum:il has purchased in fcc 
simple or in conservation ease
ments a total of 267,000 acres of 
land, reconstituting mu<;h of the 
Kodiak National Wildlife Ref
uge. The program not only helps 
restore injured species, but it also 
offers an economic alternative for 
the landowners. 

It provides a way for local 
Native corporations to receive 
benefits from the land without 
damaging the resources needed 
for subsistence. Ahkiok
Kaguyak, Inc., was one of the. 
corporations on Kodiak Island 
which chose this route. The cor
poration sold a mix c,f surface 
title and conservation easements 
on 118,000 acres for $46 mil
lion, and in the process solved 
a major dilemma. 

Under the ·Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, the cor-
porations were· 'given. a land 
base and cash. These were their 
assets. The corporate model 
compelled the boards of direc-
tors to go out and make money 
for the members, the sharehold-
ers. Bu(land inside a national 
refuge or park has special re-
strictions which do not allow 
the corporations to develop the 
land as any ordinary landowner 
could. 

In the Kodiak Nati9nal \Vild
lire Refuge, development is re
stricted if it interferes with brown 
bear habitat, said Ralph. Eluska, 
president of the Ahkiok-Kaguyak 
Corporation. 

Charged with creating eco
nomic opportunity for their 

Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By Jody Seitz 

people, and hamstrung with re
strictions on the land. the corpo
rate leadership looked for other 
options. When the opportunity 
arose to sell their land, the cor
poration viewed it as a chance to 
solve their dilemma. 
· "People in Alaska in the vil

lages preferred til live the su!l
sistencc lifestyle,'' said Eluska. 
"By allowing us to exchange 
our land for money, we can re
tain that lifestyle and still 
achieve our· economic opportu
nity promised un~cr ANCSA,'' 
said Eluska. 

dig into the principal,"· said 
Eluska, "we can all consider that 
we have failed, because when we 
dig into the into the principal 
we're beginning to lose the cor
pus of the account for the gen
erations to come." 

Ahkiok residents aren't just 
waiting for the di"tidends .. 
They· rc gearing up· for ci!cl-tour
ism - gelling their six pack li
censes. developing hiking oppor
IUnitics and water routes for 
kayaking., and transporting hunt
ers. fishermen, and tourists. The 
corpomtion already hao; three cab

Kodiak co.mmunities, like ins for rent during spring, sum
most rural Alaskan villages, mer, and winter deer hunting.· 
have many needs. Electricity, · Some day, Eluska predicts, there 
heat, water, housing, education, · will be accomodations for tour
and equipment all cost money: ists right in Ahkiok. 
Business opportunities are lim
ited. 

The money from the Ahkiok
Kaguyuk sale has ·15ten ·put into 
·a·pe1111anent fund, to pay share
holders dividends from the inter
est the fund earns. Eluska cau
tions shareholders to use only the 
interest from the fund. "If we 

Jodv Seitz lives in Cordova a11d 
also produces the AlaskD Coastal 
Currents radio program. These
ries is sponsored by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to provide information about res
toratiml activities withi11 the spill 
region. 

KODIAK DAILY MIRROR 
SEPTEMBER 2. 1997 
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Protecting habit provides economic opportunity 
Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To' help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column _focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. The idea· of this column 
is to explain, over time. the· many aspects of recovery 
and restoration and what it means to the people who 
live, work and play in the oil spill region ... 

By JODV SEITZ 

Often the best way to help injured species recover 
is to leave them alone. Species such as marbled mur
relets, bald eagles, harlequin ducks, salmon and river 
otters all benefit from undisturbed forests and moun- . 
tain streams. 

The fish, seabirds and mammals living near shore
lines damaged by the Exxon Valdez oil spill may one 
day help repopulate the area devastated by oil. To aid 
this natural process, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council created a program to protect habitat 
in the spill region. · 

On Kodiak Island, the Trustee Council has pur
chased in fee simple or in conservation easements a 
total of 26 7,000 acres of land, reconstituting much of 
the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. The program 
not only helps restore injured species, but it also 
offers an economic alternative for the landowners. 

It provides a way for local Native corporations to 

receive bene
fits from the 
land without 
damaging the 
resources 
needed for 
subsistence. 
Ahkiok· 
Kaguyak Inc. 
was one of the 
corporations on Kodiak Island which chose this 
route. The corporation sold a mix of surface title and 
conservation easements on 118,000 acres for $46 m i I
lion and in the process solved a major dilemma. 

Under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 
the corporations were given a land base and cash. 
These were their assets. The corporate model com
pelled the boards of directors to go out and make 
money for the members, the shareholders. But land 
inside a national refuge or park has special restric
tions which do not allow the corporations to develop 
the land as any ordinary landowner could. 

In the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, develop
ment is restricted if it interferes with brown bear 
habitat, said Ralph Eluska, president of the Ahkiok-
Kaguyak Corp. . 

Charged with creating economic· opportunity for 
their people, and hamstrung with restrictions on the 
land, the corporate leadership looked for other options. 
When the opportunity arose to sell their land, the cor
poration viewed it as a chance to solve their dilemma. 

"People in Alaska in the villages preferred to live 
the subsistence lifestyle," said Eluska. "By allowing 
us to exchange our land for money. we can retain that 
lifestyle and still achieve our economic opportunity 
promised under ANCSA." 

Kodiak communities, like most rural Alaska vil
lages. have many needs. Electricity. heat, water. 
housing. education and equipment all cost money. 
Business opportunities are limited. 

The money from the Ahkiok-Kaguyak sale has 
been put into a permanent fund, to pay shareholders 
dividends from the interest the fund earns. Eluska 
cautions shareholders to use only the interest from the' 
fund. 

. . "If we dig into the principal,'~ said Eluska, "we 
can all consider that we have failed. because when 
we dig into the into the principal .we're beginning to 
lose the corpus of the account for the generations to 
come." 

Ahkiok residents aren't just waiting for the divi
dends. They're gearing up for ecotourism - getting 
their six pack licenses. developing hiking opportuni
ties and water routes for kayaking. and transporting 
hunters. fishermen. and tourists. The corporation 
already has three cabins for rent during spring. sum
mer and winter deer hunting. Some day. Eluska pre
dicts, there will be accommodations for tourists right 
in Ahkiok. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program: 
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T
he Star Prin..:t!ss looked imme'nse at the St!warJ Jock 
~(onday. towering over the watt!rfr:'nt m_~ch li~e t~l\glac
ters overlook Resurrection Bay. A tew of tts 1.)80 passen-
gers boarded green Trails North buses. and briefly 

armed the gift shops on Fourth Avt!nue. ,, ; , .. ,: ', . 
- • . . .'I ·\Jf• . ), ' ·.<t'( 'd. 

But tht! vast maJonty bypasst!d the stores and stepped stratglit 
buses for Anchorage. 

The small fraction of passengers that do stroll the gift shops 
spend a trt!mendous amount in Seward. though. Tht! tourism indus
try eyes the onl!s that get away the way U.S. manufacturers eye 
China. 

"They're our largest potential for growth." said Donna Harris. 
marketing director for the Alaska SeaLife Center. now under con
struction. 

Some say the center could be key to bringing more cruise pas
sengers downtown. Given the logistical problems cruise lines face. 
grabbing a bigger share may be diallenging. But if they can do it. 
their ship will- litc:rally and figureatively- have come i~. 

Turn-around port 
Industry officials say more than 200.000 cruise passengers· a 

year pass through Seward. Princess Cruises and Holland America 
Line-Westours are the biggest of eight lines sailing the Gulf of 
Alaska this year. But for most ships. Seward is a turn-around port. 
In 12 or 15 hours. the cruise line must bus t.:!OO to 2.000 north
bound passengers to Anchorage. and a similar number from 
An~.:hor;tge to Seward for the cruise to Vancouver. British 

·columbia. 
Cruist! lines have have their hands full just moving passengers. 

let alone planning time in a turnaround port. The result. some 
Seward businesses say. is that 90 percent of cruise passengers 
never set foot in town. 

Kenai Fjords Tours president Tom Tougas. who worked l-4 years . 
r Holland America- Westours. said cruise companies must.' 

pulously distribute passengers across the state for an even flow 
through buses. trains. hotel rooms and airlines. . ., 

··It\ very complex," agreed Ann Bollesen. public relations ma'iiJ 
ager for Holland America Line-Westours. 

That's why Holland owns Westmark Hotels in Alaska. she said. 

c. ven so, H works w1th other hotels.' It books 
charters with some airlines, she said, and 
must work around the schedules of others. 
Holland must also plan cruises around the 
availability of buses. 

Dan Michels, general manager of the 
Kenai Princess Lodge in Cooper Landing. 
said about 40 percent of Princess passengers 
go straight to Anchorage to catch a plane. 
Others take Princess land excursions to 
Denali. Fairbanks, Kotzebue, a new six-day 
Kodiak bear tour and others. 

Even so. about 30 percent of Princess pas
sengers spend half a day in Seward, said 
Tom Dow, Princess vice president for public 
relations. That's because the cruise line stag
gers bus traffic to avoid clogging the high
way. 

· Capturing a fraction 
·With the turn-around scramble, Tougas 

said. cruise passengers comprise less than II 
percent .of Kenai Fjords Tours customers. 
His primary market is Anchorage. That 
matches reports from gift shops and gal
leries. 

Linda .Warabel, owner of Whale Bay 
Trading Co. on Fourth Avenue, sees a brief 
surge Saturdays and Mondays, when 
Princess passengers visit town. But the 
impact is minimal, she said. Most of her cus
tomers are highway visitors from 
Anchorage. 

''We've always felt the rubber-tire traffic 
was the most important," said Dot 
Bardarson, owner of Bardarson Studio by 
the harbor. 

But Bardarson said she's busier when the 
ships are in town and sets store hours to 
match cruise landings. Cruise passengers 
don't seem to buy high-end art, she said. 
That's available on the ships. In Seward, she 
said, they more often buy contemporary 
Alaska prints. 

Linda Lorz. owner of the House of 
Diamond Willow gift shop by the h~rbor, 
said cruise passengers typically buy gifts 
costing $20 or less. Most don't realize 
there's more to Seward than the shops by the 
harbor, she said. 

Michels said about 3,500 will stop this 
year at th~ Kenai Princess Lodge - a frac-

tion of the estimated 122.000 Princess will 
bring through Seward. About 70 percent of 
lodge visitors will take Kenai Fjords tours, 
Kenai River float trips and fishing charters, 
flight-seeing excursions and more, he said. 
For those, Princess will pay businesses from 
Seward to Sterling about $400.000 this year. 
The lodge itself employs 85 people. he said. 

Don Holland, manager of the Breeze Inn 
Motel; said passengers coming to catch a 
cruise comprise a small but growing fraction 
of his customers -less than 5 percent. He's 
bought a 21-passenger shuttle bus and 
recently . added 20 rooms geared to cruise 
passengers. But in general, he said, cruise 
lines put passengers in their own hotels. A 
limited number of people travel indepen
dently before or after a cruise. 

Because passengers have so little time ,in 
ward, shore excursions are limited, said ·STORIES BY DOUG LOSHBAUGH 

irby Day. director of Southeast operations 
d shore excursions for Princess. Princess 

offers a Resurrection Bay wildlife tour 
through Kenai Fjords Tours, and a down
town and cabin tour through Trails North. 
One ~D1P.·~th~ Sta_~-~rincess, offers dog sled 
ridef.;~U.H~'a Trail Sled Dog Race 
mush~ Mitch Seavey. 

SPECIAL SECTION: CRUISES 
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Sea Life smile~> 
Even if cruise companies wanted to lodge 

passengers in Seward, there are just 481 
rooms in the greater Seward area, including 
the bed-and-bre01kfa~t~. said Kerry Martin. 
the city's community development director .. 
Tougas said there aren't enough room~ in 
Southcentral Alaska. 

Hotel rooms alone may not be enough. 
Holland's Bolle~en said the key to capturing 
more cruise business<B> <B>is a desire to 
build auractions and prom'ote awaren"ss. 

"Attractions of any sen,stovide an-jncen
tive for people to 'warif to· stay and sight
see," she said. 

The SeaLife Center is a big deal, she said. 
With Exit Glacier and Kenai Fjords, S~ward 
will have three big draws. 

This year, Holland America offers passen
gers a half-day ·'extension touring 

. Resurrection Bay with Kenai Fjords Tours. 
Next year, she said. the extension will 
include a Kenai Fjords trip. a tour of the 
SeaLife Center, a night at the Alyeska Prince 
Hotel in Girdwood, and a day in Anchorage. 

About 5 percent of Holland passengers 
will take Kenai Fjords tours this year. she 
said. She expects that to double next year, 
ll.ecause tours of Kenai Fjords and the 
SeaLife Center are built-in features of eight 
cruise packages. 

"We've created a full-page ad for our 
brochure, which will increase awareness," 
she said. 
. Tougas said he's impressed with the mar
keting done by the SeaLife Center. It's done 
its work with cruise lines. he said. It's 
worked with the press. For the grand open
ing. Tougas said he expects travel writers 
from across the United States. 

Cruise lines offer advertising space in 
books they hand out or sell to passengers, he 
said. 

"We say, 'Yes, we'll buy an ad- if_you 
include a section on Seward," he said. 
. In the past, .that's something the cruise 

lines haven:t been willing to do. 
"Now, with the SeaLife Center being a 

nonprofit. tliey're willing to do that." he s:~id. "I 
think next year, in 1998. you 'II see a lot of 
excitement." 

Gulf expansion to Homer. Kodiak 
Princess. which mentions the Sealife Center 

in a current ad with Reader's Digest. is boosting 
Gulf of Alaska sailings. This year's Princess 
schedule includes 35 circuits from Vancouver to 
Seward. Dow said. Next year. Princess plans 36 
turnarounds in Seward, and fi,·e in Anchorage. 

The Anchorage tripSf, with the 640-passenger 
Island Princess .. includ! north and southbound 
stops in Seward. Kodiak and Homer. Because 
those are ports of call. not turnarounds. passen
gers will have time for shopping and excursions. 

That's a big change for Homer. · 
"We've never had a steady flow," said 

Dcrotha Ferraro. executive director of the 
Homer Chamber of.Commerce. 

Homer' alwavs relied on Cunard Lines Ltd., 
~h~ said. But c'un:1rd's calls ended after its ship 
Sagafjord burned two years ago. Last year. a 
Crystal Cruise Lines ship made seven stops in 
Homer. she said. But this year, there's been 
nothing. 

"The Island Princess is very exciting to us," 
she s:~id. 

Dow said the Island Princess formerly ran a 
I 0-dav from San Francisco to Victoria and 
V;mcouver. B.C .. then up the Inside Passage. 
The new route is still I 0 days. but starts from 
Vancou,·er. and adds the Seward, Kodiak and 
Homer calls. 

"We've developed a reputation for innova-

tion," he said. "We were the first to 
focus on cruises across the Gulf of 
Alaska ·- we broke out of the 
Inside Passage mold. We were the 
first to offer dome cars on the rail-
road. We like to try new things that 
have appeal." 

The new route is a variation on 
the theme. he said. 

"We think the response will be 
good,'' he said. 

Day said he's talking to cham
bers of commerce and tour opera
tors in Homer and Kodiak to line up 
shore excursions for Island Princess 
passengers. He plans to visit in 

::.eptember. He said he's still decid
ing on next year's Seward excur
sions. but the SeaLife Center will 
almost certainly be an option on all 
Princess ships. 

Holland America is expanding its 
Gulf sailings from 54 this year to 58 
next year, Bollesen said, but has no . 
plans to sail. Kodiak-Homer
Anchorage route. Seward remains 
the turnaround . 

In deciding where to call. she 
said, Holland relies heavily on cus. 
tomer surveys, and looks at the 
number of attractions and tour 
opportunities. 

"Another reason is awareness. 
Lots of passengers are aware of 
Anchorage. Juneau and Denali. 
Lots of places have nice qualities, 
for example, Homer. But customers 

are just not aware," she said. 
That's why it's so important for 

will top 500,000. 

·~~·· ,,..., ...... 

towns and attractions to promote Limits to growth 
themselves, if indeed they want the Tougas said Seward's share of the 

would sink. he said. The operator 
would discount rates to stay full. and 
undercut the market. He expects 
some "overspeculation" on the 

attention. Some towns don't wei- ·cruise ship market is growing. 
come the flood of cruise passengers. Maybe 10 percent of cruise passen: " 

"There's also the perception, from gers visit the downtown now. he 
a business standpoint. that some of said, but it used to be just 1 percent. 
these places are meant to be qui- Nell:t year. with the opening of the 
eter," Bollesen said. · 'SeaLife Center. it may be 20 per-

Once the customers have spoken, cent. He expects continued growth 
Holland checks feasibility. she said. in the number of hotel rooms. 

"We also need to account for "I think the industry can continue 
infrastructure,'' she said. "It's not to grow at a 6 to 8 percent rate." 
just docking. It's also refueling, Tougas said. "If we have 500 rooms 
j!arbaj!e. and how much a port is now. ~omehodv has to :~dd 40 room~ 

Sealife Center. " 
Tougas. who also' operates Hertz 

Rent-A-Car in Seward. said the 
number of cruise passengers that 
re~t his cars has grown from per
haps one-h;llf of I percent of the 
total to 2 percent. more than dou
bling that portion of his business. 
He recently increased his fleet from 
10 cars to 22. The town couldn't 
keep up if cruise traffic grew to fast. 
he s:~id. 
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Sonar·counts help biologists keep 
better tabs on~Cook.lnlet salmon 
By Jody Seitz 

. Up until a few years ago, fish
eries managers for Cook Inlet 
relied on the commercial catches 
of the drift glllnet fleet to judge 
the size of the annual salmon 
runs. . 

This worked well, as long as 
the fleet was busy fishing. But 
when the fleet was in the harbor, 
fisheries managers would lose all 
track of the number of salmon in · 
the inlet. 

It was a common problem. 
·"When we got into low run 
strengths, when we weren't exact
ly sure how many fish were com
ing back, we'd close the drift fleet 
and then our computer models 
became ineffective," said Ken 
Tarbox, fisheries biologist with 

the Alaska Department of ·Fish Sockeye returns to Cook lnlet 
and Game in Soldotna. over the last couple of years have 

Cook· Iniet is 1,000 square been good, allowing managers to 
miles of sihy; glaciaLwater _arid compare the sonar counts with the. 
boasts the second hirgest tide~ in test fish counts taken during com~ 
the world. This makes fish count- me.rcial periods . 

. ing by aerial survey otit of the "While the sonar was only 
question ... : . . . .· . . . . counting 50 .percent of what was. 

:.·The best :sohitioil - remote there, it was telling us what the .. 
sensing cq~ip111ent .and. $Onar drift gill net fleet W~j.d have 
so.phisticate4 .. enough to:).~~:~dle . :,.caught, which is-the ~ariable that 
the job ~~would be very expen"·· .. ·we needed to put into the compul-
sive. . . . . · · . ' ', ·. · . er mo'del," said Tarbox. 

Fisherie·s managers tlirned to · The sonar, how~ver, had its 
· the Exxon· ·Valdez Oil ·Spill own problems. In an effort to pick 
Trustee Council for help. To assist up tra~e waters from their home

1 

in recovery of the sockeye salmon streams, salmon like to gather in· 
injured by the 1989 oil spill, the the rips where currents come 
Trustee Council provided funds. together. 
for sonar equipment that w.ill The turbulent rips also hold air 
allow managers to better estimate bubbles. 
returns to Cook Inlet. To sonar, which counts fish by 

·The experimental use of sonar . bouncing sound waves off the air 
in the inlet's turbid waters proved in a fish's air bladder, the air bub
at .least ·as accurate as the tradi- bles look similar to salmon. 
tiona! system using catches from . 
the commercial drift fishery. · 

Managers have six years of 
data now and have learned to 

coming back so they can deter
mine their harvestable surplus. 
Before getting the sonar, they had 
no way.to determine the number 
of returning salmon when runs 
were· either late or low. 

fleet,. send our test fish vessel out 
with the sonar, and within 24 to 
36 hours make an estimate of 
what the drift fleet would.have 
caught had they fished," Tarbox 
said. "We can keep our models 
operating and therefore verify. 

count the fish all around the rips. 
·'-. f Tarbox credits the ¥lnar or pro-

viding a major improvement in 
management's approach to the 
inlet salmon fisheries. 

Managers want to know early 
in the season how many fish are 

"Now we can close the drift 

whether we're dealing with an 
extremely low run or a late run 
that appears to be weak." 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio program. 
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.Subsistence hunters assist in research on harbor seals 
Editor's note: It has been eight years since the .Exxon 
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. The idea of. this column 
is to explain, over time, the many aspects of recovery 
and restoration and what it means to the people who 
live, work and play in the oil spill region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

In Southcentral Alaska, worries about the harbor 
seal decline preceded the Exxon Valdez oil spill. No 
one knows why, but their numbers have dropped dra
matically in Prince William Sound and the Gulf of 
Alaska over the last.20 years. . 

· After the spill, hunters noticed unusual looking tis
sue in harbor seals harvested .for subsistence. 
Subsistence users were looking for answers to their 
concerns, and scientists were looking for a better way 
to collect samples for research. 

As seals became more scarce and concerns mount
'ed, an effort emerged to create a commission to collect 
data for scientific research and to get some answers .. 

The Alaska Native Harbor Seal Commission was 
incorporated in 1995. and it's heen husy ever since. 

The commis
sion is a 
statewide orga
nization with 
members from 
all over 
Alaska. 

Meetings 
bring together 
hunters and 
scientists to discuss the status of harbor seals. 
According to Director Monica Reidel, of Cordova, 
the commission lets Alaska Natives get involved in 
both research and management. 

"It allows us to be part of collecting the data that 
eventually goes to the managers who make deci
sions," said Reidel. "Native people need to have a·lot 
of input in those decisions because they directly 
affect us." 

One of the commission's current projects is to 
work with the University of Alaska Sea Grant pro
gram and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to 
sample the subsistence harvest of harbor seals 
statewide. This allows scientists to compare seals 
from the gulf region, where their numbers are low, 
with harbor seals from other areas. 

The project is abo integrated with an educational 
program in the Chugach School District - the Youth 

,. 

Area Watch. Through this program, high school stu
dents work with scientists conducting field research. 

In the seal biosampling project, a veterinarian or 
biologist teaches hunters and young people the proper 
methods for taking pieces of skin, blubber and other 
tissues and organs for research. The project provides 
all the necessary chemicals, tools and forms for pre
serving samples. 

Laboratory analysis of the samples can provide 
vital information about diet, disease, reproduction 
and the possibility of oil contamination. 

The system seems to be working particularly well. 
Students are good at doing the paperwork while their 
elders are expert hunters. 

For some students the project is invaluable experi
ence that may hold promise for careers in scientific 
pursuits. For others, the biosampling brings them 
closer to their elders while sharing an essential piece 
of their culture and history. 

The samples are currently sent to scientists 
statewide and nationally. Kate Wynne. biosampling 
instructor of the University of Alaska Fairbanks Sea 
Grant program, said, "the program is up and running. 
The hunters are enthusiastic, and the scientists arc 
ecstatic with the samples they're getting." 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces ·the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 



HOMER NEWS AUGUST 28,. 1997 

vint of VieW 
Old data help explain today's ecosystem changes 
by Jody Seitz during the early years of the shrimp fishery the fishermen The shift in do.minant species also brought with it a 50 
Alaska Coastal Currents used to call it .. fish contamination." percent decline in biomass. Species such ~cod, pollocdk 

The late 1970s shift affected more than the commer- and other gadids grow much larger as they !llature than o 
Everyone. consumers and fishermen alike, knows the dally popular crab and shrimp species. Capelin, eulachon, crustaceans such as shrimp and crab. They.feed on plank

major specie!i in the Gulf of Alaska have changed from Pacific sand fish and prickleback are not commercially ton as well as smaller fishes. This means there is ~~~s food 
shrimp and crab to .pollock, cod and flatfish. harvested in the Gulf of Alaska, but they'also declined. available for other species that must feed on smalle·r_ttshes. 

In· 1995. fisheries managers reviewed 40 years of There are some indications that a change in ocean 
trawl data from the Gulf of Alaska to get a long-term per- "'•· temperatures coJJld have something to do w~th these major 

·spective on the changes. and what they found appears to ·- changes. While there was a two degree Fahrenheit increase 
have been a m<ljor ecosystem shift, in temperature in the Gulf of Alaska during the late 1970s. 

There has been a dramatic and abrupt cJ:Iange in the ·:j;. A ~ J. , halfway around world in the North Atlarytie·ocean temper-
numbers and types of species and their relative abun- rf ~ atures decreased by about 2 degrees Fahrenheit and fisher-
dance. The data !ihow 'it only took about two years, from men switched from cod to shrimp gear. . 
1978 to 1980. for all the major species of sbrimp ~o /1,. ~ -1 ~ A . The trawl survey data is remarkable because it has 
decline and be replaced as the most abundant species by \..:.IV~ been conducted every year in the same way for over 40 
cod, pollock and flatfish. Q years. "We would have missed the abrupt decline if we 

Shrimp trawl surveys began in 1953 as a way to mon- • __ A _ ""/... ha.dn't been doing the same surveys in the same way all 
ilor the effects of a growing commercial shrimp fishery in ~ these years," said Anderson. . 
the Gulf dr Al:tska. The trawl survey, conducted first by The historic dataset could be a crucial tool as scicn-
the National Marine Fisheries Service and later by the RestorationantrecoveryfoDowlnglheE.umVa/dezollspill tists begin focusing on changes in seabird .~nd marin.e 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, cast a fine mesh mammal diets _ a theme common to theones on the1r 
net into gulf waters and caught nearly everything in its • declines in the North Pacific. 
path. During the early years, only the main commercial · '----------------------' 
species were counted. But since 1970, all the species This indicates that the cause of the shift is most 
caught in the survey have been sorted and counted. \ likely not commercial fishing. according to Paul 

Capel in. an important staple in the diets of many fish, Anderson, of the National Marine Fisheries Service in 
marine mammals and seabirds, were caught in the trawl, Kodiak. "Whatever caused the change in composition 
along with tishes such as cod, pollock, prickleback, probably acted in a similar way on sandfish ·and capelin," 
P<tcific sand fish nnd eulachon. Capelin was so abunda!lt said Anderson. · 

Jmlv Seit:. lives in Cardava and also pm€1uce.r the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. The series is 
spo11sored by the Exxon Vallie:. Oil Spill Trustu Cmmdl to 
provide information about restoration activities witllin the 
·spill region and is seen occasionally .in thi.f space. 
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Settlement funds wasted 
I recently wrote to the Exxon Valdez Oil 

Spill Trustee Council opposing some pro-
. posed expenditures ft·om the fund. One pro

ject I opposed was feeding river otters oil to 
study their blood chemistry. I figured that 
could have been done and probably was done 
during and after the spill. The chief scientist 
states, ''The reviewers doubt the project will 
yield significant insights into river otters in a 
wild situation". 

Another study I objected to was the contin
uation of the 27-year temperature and salini
ty data collection station near Seward. They. 
admit, "The parameters of an overall long-

·. term monitoring program have yet to be de-
. scribed and the site has no associated biolog- ' 

ical measurements." They also.admit a simi
lar proposal is already being funded by the 
GLOBEC program. . 

These are just two examples (both were 
approved) of the many years of "study" that 
has been and will continue to be funded out of 
the Exxon Valdez settlement unless the pub
lic strongly objects. Much of this research al
ready has produced conclusions: Oil spills 
harm the environment and wildlife for many 
years. Most of us could have told them that 
for free! Decades of repetitive "study" will 
not save or restore organisms or wildlife. 
Studies will not help them when another oil 
spill coats their bodies and kills them. Studies 
will not prevent another spill. 

I believe· we've studied the effects of the , 
spill to death. The only benefit seems to be for· 
the scientists. biologists and researchers to 
keep collecting "public money" salaries. 

The remaining money should be used for 
wildlife protection and habitat enhancement. 

-Carol Jensen 
Anchorage 



Spill-study facts confused 
Carol Jensen (letters, Aug. 26) opposes 

spending Exxon Valdez oil-spill restoration 
funds on research but presents inaccurate in
formation about two projects recently ap
proved by the Trustee Council. 

Ms. Jensen refers to a study that will help 
determine whether river otters are still ex
posed to oil contamination in Prince William 
Sound, and she quotes the Trustees chief sci
entist about doubts that the projeCt "will yield 
significant insights into river otters in a wild 
situation." This quote refers to a portion of 
.the.study that was not approved for funding! 
In fact, the chief scientist believes that the 
funded portion of the river otter project is ap
propriate and important for what will be 
learned about possible ongoing exposure of 
wild river otters to oil. · 

She also lifts out of context comments · 
from the chief scientist about the importance 
of a 27-year database on marine tempera
tures and salinity near Seward. The project 
being funded by the Trustees complements, 
but does not duplicate, related work funded 
by the prestigious National Science Founda
tion as part of their GLOBEC program. In 
combination, the two projects will contribute 
to long-term monitoring of the health of the 
maririe ecosystem and help researchers dis
tinguish lingering effects of oil from natural 
variability inthe environment. 

The restoration studies conducted after 
the Exxon Valdez oil-spill settlement are in
deed helping to restore fish and wildlife in_. 
jured by the oil spill through improved man
agement of human uses, helping to prepare 
for future oil spills and enhancing long-term 
management and conservation of the north
ern Gulf of Alaska marine ecosystem for the 
benefit' of the public. Decisions about alloca
tions of restoration funds are made through 
an open; public process. We appreciate and 
invite the participation of Ms. Jensen and oth
ers who care about protection of fish and 
wildlife and their habitats in the oil-spill area. 

-Stanley E. ·Senner, science coordinator 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
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u~mer's ·end lends urgen~y ·to ,buildi~g 
By Susan K. Chojnacki · 

For thejoumal of Commerce 

C onstruction projects are scattered across the Kenai Peninsula this summer, and as t.he 
short fall season approaches, many contractors and companies are hurrying to 
complete their work before the first snowfall. · 

Construction projects like the $5.8 million rebuild of the first 2.8 miles of the Kenai Spur 
Highway in Soldotna are well under way and ahead of schedule. 

The project's primary contractor, Alaska Roadbtiilders, expects two-way traffic to remain 
open and preserve access to businesses along the highway. 

In July, crews began the groundwork by removing sidewalks and old pavement from the five
lane section of theY at Soldotna to the Eagle Trailer Court, which is already half-paved, moving 

from there to Eddy Hill Drive. This section, 
along with the next, will be· widened to five 
lanes. A new section, east of Soldotna, will be 
built, closing the loop and rejoining the exist
ing spur highway. ' 

The eritire.project could be finished by mid
August 1998 instead of the projected two-year·· 

nstruction period slated. 
Other Peninsula construction projects include 

the Economic Development District's Business 
Innovation Center; where work will continue 
through the fall and early winter. The center is . 
scheduled to open its doors by year's end. · 

The EDD facility will provide a new home 
for the small business incubator, which ~ll 
have six 565-square-foot lease spaces· and 
one 220-square-foot space available. Each 
space will have a separate entrance consisting 
of an overhead door and main doors \O an 
interior hallway and to the outside, separate 
restrooms, a common area for office equip
ment, and access to lunch and conference 
rooms. The facility also has a large 7,000-
square-foot warehouse area, that will be di~ 
vided into three large spaces at a later date. 

"We are currently building the facilities, 
and have had several people in the area ex
press interest in the incubator program," said 
EDD economist Aleja DeVito. 

The new Business Innovative Center will 
provide tenants with financial business coun

ng, training in specific business skills, and 
office equipment and services. Emerg

ing businesses will be able to utilize the BIC's 
facility in their first year$ of operation. 

Another project expected to begin this fall 
or winter is the expansion and full-service . 

upgrade of the Land's End Resort. The popu
lar Homer establishment's management said 
it wiil put more· emphasis on the resort part of 
its riame, providing year-round amenities .. 

Two .ye·a:rs ago, Land's End added the larg
est private· meeting facilities on the Kenai 
Peninsula:- two-meetings rooms can serve at 
least 200 comfortably, said jeff Murphy, Land's 
End's director of hotel management. 

The existing 61-rooms, dining room and 
kitchen have undergone a complete overhaul. 

The resort is planning to build an estimated · 
$4 million, 42-room unit, adjacent to the 
existing structure including a spa, hopefully 
by this winter, and future plans call for con
struction of an additional48-room, or larger, 
unit in two or three years. 

"We're seeing a growing demand in the off
season, and that was driving the hotel expan
sion," Murphy said. 

"Adjacent to the hotel is the RV park. While 
it'sa wonderful location for an RV park; it isn't 
the highest apd best use. Along with expand
ing the hotel, we also want to add a Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) on to rounded por
tion of the spit's end, beginning this winter" 
Murphy said. 

Murphy said Land's End will build 33 new . 
private homes, with sale prices ranging from 
$200,000 to $250,000, on the three-acre site. 
Thehouseswill be situated in rows, with board
walks connecting them to the beach and built at 
staggered heights, allowing scenic views. 

"The resort plan provides a cleaner, fo
cused use of the property for the entire com
munity, We're hoping to attract more afluent 
tourists or companies and organizations to 
purchase the homes, and offer rental manage
ment to owners during unoccupied periods 

for around $300 per night," Murphy said. 
Land's End has applied for a bank-stabiliza

tion permit, with the U.S. Anny Corps of Engi
neers, which requires stonn-search and dam
age protection and .a zoning variance. Both . 
would .allow the PUD to be constructed. The 
development is expected ~o take five to seven · 
years to complete. . . 

The new Shellfish Mariculture Center re
cently built by the Qutekcak Native Village 

' Corp. and funded the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game next door to the site of the 
Alaska Sealife Center is scheduled to open for 
business this fall. 
· The facility initially will sell seedbed clams, 

oysters and scallops to local shellfish fanners 
and eventuallyoffervisitor displays of its hatch
eriesasan added attraction in Seward's down- . 
town area. 

Ukewise, Chugach Alaska Corp., the Native 
regional corporation for Seward is vying for 
the site on the other side of the Sealife Center · 
to build a Native cultural center. 

"We're hoping those three facilities will 
generate sigillficant visitors to downtown," 
said Seward City Manager Ron Ganini. 

Garzini said Seward officials also have 
agreed to join the National Parks Service and 
the U.S. Forest Service in building an office
conference center in Seward. 

City officials hired GDM Architects of An
chorage and Fairbanks to design a feasible 

. structure, and they entered into a second 
agreement to split the projected $10 million 
cost of the facility. 

Garzini said Seward's City Council has de
veloped a plan to raise the city's $2.5 million 
share of the estimated cost and the participat- . 
ing federal agencies already have advanced 



$600,000 for the project. 
"We expect the center will be a year 2000 

facility," he added. 
Big plans are in the works for the old sawmill 

in Seward. The new owner, Afognak Logging, is 
planning to convert the sawmill site and fully 
equipped dock into a multipurpose dock for 
cargo and passenger vessels. The sawmill's 
existing 130 ,000-square-foot-warehouse could 
be used for storage and freight. 

"Also a couple years down the road, we're 
planning to put in a boat harbor," said com
pany spokesman Steve Shafer. "Other build
ings on-site could lend themselves to use by 
boat-repair shops and other businesses who 
have started to show a lot of interest." 

Shafer said the dock is large enough to 
accommodate Alaska Glacier Cruise boats and 
also could accommodate freight off-loading. 

'1'here's a lot of potential for the port at 
Seward to handlefreightwith its wanner, ice-free 
beach," he said. "Anchorage is iced in nearly six 
months out of the year, Seward may be a better 
alternative and could potentially reduce the num
ber of companies going out of state." 

Thesawmillsalewasapprovedbycitycoun
cil, but according to Shafer, opposition has 
stalled the project. Unsuccessful bidders hop- . 
ing to purchase the site have begun litigation 
and are being counter-sued by Afognak. The . 
new project will operate under the name, 
Alaska Global Freight & Terminal Co. 

New treatment options for the Kenai Penin
sula also are in the works. Despite being · 
turned down for a state grant to open an out- · 
patient drug and alcohol treatment center, · 
Akeela Kenai plans to open one anyway . 

.. : 
1>1 .,, 
j ~ ' ! 
' -

There's a shortage of treatment options 
available in the area with the closing of the 
only· residential treatment center. Pacific 
Rim Counseling. Inc. and over-burdened 
Cook Inlet_ Council on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse say they have more clients than they 
can h:,.ndle. 

Akeela believes there is enough business 
and that they can be supported with fees 
and provide alternative service in the com
munity. 

Akeela Kenai, off Trading Bay Road, will 
provide a treatment program initially for 
adults and will start with a single counselor. 

Akeet.a has offered to open a residential 
treatment program, with a borough subsidy 
of $300,000 to $400,000 a year. 

Providence Alaska MediCal Center also 
has proposed reopening the Family Treat
ment Center at no cost to the borough or 
with a subsidy of $50,000 a year. Both 
propQsals ire on hold until the borough 

decides what will be done with the 
TheVolcano Learning Center, a new 

cational and visitor attraction r------
the Kenai Peninsula, is in the beginning 
stages of construction design for the 20,000-
square-foot building that will house an au
ditorium, gift shop and food concession. 

"The volcano obserVation command cen
ter will provide real-time monitoring equip
ment and staff. It's primary function will be 
to educate students and visitors about vol
cano behavior, natural forces, and volcanic 
and sysemic activity," said Emmitt Trimble, 
NPVLC director's board member, repre
senting the Anchor Point Chamber of Com
merce. 

"we·re in the fund-raising mode for ad
ditional design and. land purchase. Our 
next fund-raising event is a barbecue at 
Senator john Torgerson's and is scheduled 
for Sept. 13. Interested tourism players 
would be well-served to attend," he added. 

Morris News Service contributed to 
this report. 
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With much to gain ~ ~nd.lose ~.seward 
. counts on· success of new "Sealife· Center 

By Rose Ragsdale 
Alaska](lUrnal of Commerce 

.· . ..-

·sEWARD-The $56.1 million Alaska Sealife Center nearing completion here is a 
. daring gamble that its gutsy organizers hope will pay off with 300,000 visitors · 

annually and enough revenue to support a $4."3 ~Won yearly operating budget. · 
. Butto accomplish that goal, this ~ant aquarium of the North must t>ecome much, rimch more. : 
For local bu~iness owners, the SeaLife Center must. deliver droves of tourists trooping 
through downtown from cruise ships and roa4 traffic, spendi~g their cash in ~eward · 

shops and restaurants. Hendricks, fonnerly the h~ of the Texas 
"In thepa5t, people have not conie down- Stat~·· Aquarium and a U.S. Mariiles Infantry· 

toWil," said City Manager-Ron G~. ;·we. Officerfor 25 yeal'S."on the sea and under the 
., think the Seatife Center, along with the Shell- sea" and a Desert Storm/Persian Gulf War 

fish Mariculture:Cent!!r adjacent to it and the veteran, saJd the certer aims to sell its merits 
Native Cultural Center planned· for the other to.research ageqcles that provide funding for 
side of it, will generate sfgllmcant visitors, and marme study and to th·e scientists who actually 
tlJeywillbcparkingandwalkingarounddoWr!:· do the work. ' ,· 

. And' we think it Will bring more year- · "We're actually starting the research pro- . 
d activity. One of the problems Seward gram a year earlier than it was ori~y 

has had is it's too quiet in the winter." ·. envisioned," he said. ' · 
Though the center is still nine months away Part of the center's early success in .attract-

fromprojectedstartup,itisdrawingscoresof · ·· ........ ~ ~--·-:::-··· -· 
visitors with hard-hat tours of the three-floor ing researchers may have something to. do 

with Hendricks' willingness to do his home- . 
structure- now nearly 85 percent built- ' · 

work to promote the facility. 
along ·with droves of curiosity ·seekers who ; For example, the executive director pulled 
simply drive by. : out a foot-high stack of scientific papers on 

The Seward economy also stands to gain 42 ' Steller sea lioris when he was asked about the . 
year-round, high~payingjobsfrom theSeai.ife 'bili'ty f ch · · t the center · . . . al ll 1 poss1 o resear ers coiDing o 
Center with a $2.2 million annu payro , . · dy th dan ed · . . · : to stu ways to save e en ger speaes. 
much of which Wlll be spent locally. · · · Th Exx · Vald T t c c'l h ·· . . . e on ez rus ee oun 1 as ; 

Co~d-water res~chers, m~while, .are · · agreed to fund five research projects at the : 
b.anking on the SeaiJf~ Center bemg a SCI~n- Sealife center; with ·the first one beginning in 
tilic sanctuary from madequate laboratones : : M h ·H d · ks aid 

dth , li' f-·-A- · arC, en nC S • 
an e arcane partiSan po tics o iLU:Wt:mla. Th · u· · al Se G t · had co.m-· · . · . . . e na on a ran program 

"One of the important thirigs we want to mitted to one .project and funding for other 
establish here is neutral ground," said John . ts fr th E · tal Protecti'on · · · · . proJeC om e nVJronmen 
~endricks, the center's executiv~ director. Agency, the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
We also want to offer best praCtices to the d th N u· al s · · F dati' 1·s 1·n the an e a on c1ence oun on 

scientists." ks h dd d · · 
I 

. , .. . wor , e a e . 
Roe Sturgu ewski, construction supenn- · For the animals to be housed at the facility, 

for the center, said. a lot of agency the center must be a cl~an, safe environment. 
occurs in scientific research that is not D . . t ·d · m· t d . es1gners mcorpora e an m ca e an ex-

coordinated. "To the extent that this facility . lif rt t · th b em nt pensive e suppo sys em m e as e 
enables researchers to talk to each other, that 'th th A:tr t t 1 · th 4 000 

. · , • WJ ree uweren ways o c ean e , 
WJll be good for Alaska, he predicted. all · . f. ·t d 500 al · g ons per rrunute o seawa er an g -

, Ions of fresh water that can be pu~p~d into l 

· the facility at peak capacity, using huge filters. 
Research labs also are on ~e leading edge 

· with sterile conditions seen only in hospitals 
and top-notch research facilities. 

For the public, the Seal.i{e Center must be 
worth. the time and trouble to visit. The original 

· concept of allowing visitors to look in on 
working researchers had to be abandoned as 
impractical with a projected 2, 500 people a day 
pouring into the 115,000-squarc-foot center. 
Still; the public will get a show- one that in 
many ways will be bener, Hendricks hop~. 

·In addition to traditional live and_touch. 
displays, aquariums and interpretative alcpves, 
program ideas already on the drawing board . 
i~clude viewing. trained animals 'go!ng about 
regular routines with researchers, video cam
eras eavesdropping on nature inside wildlife 
burrows. and nests, tap.ed presentatiOI)S by· 
researc~ers explaining their work, alo~g with 
elements of stree.t theater and storytelling 

. desimed to entertain and enhance the visitor 
experience. , . 

Hendricks said he is working with ~aska 
video production companies to d.evelop the 
program content, which will be organized at 
three levels:. 

• Self~guided tours of the visitor spaces 
. mainly on the second floor and the first-floor 
underwater gallery and gift shop; 

• Guided tours; which will add a trip to 
research spaces on 'ihe first floor; arid 

• Programs that will focus on discovery 
experiences that <:<1ter to both children and 
adults=·--

: Hendricks said tile center is depending on . 
telecommunications technology to provide 

. the critical components that will push the 
; 'project over the top as both a superb research 
. faCility and visitor anraction. 

Ironically, Seward is ·telecommunications
poor, and Hendricks has focused a great deal of 
effort in the 10. months since he joined the 
project developing partnerships with ·other lo
cal institutions, such as the Alaska Court System 
and the state prison, and with AT&T Alascom 
and MACtel to upgrade local capacity. 

"The Sealife Center has a need for telecom
munications that hasn't arrived in Seward 
yet," Hendricks said. "It's only going to work 

if we can: de~Iou~_e·~-~p~-wi~_.?~.!:_rs_~ 



who have similar needs to use sophisticated 
· telecommunications equipment." 

The center ·director aims to share such 
facilities with local magistrates, judges and 
state officials who need videoconferencing 
and other telecommunications services. 

Not only will the center offer a CD-ROM 
library for its scientists and staff, it will provide 
Internet access to virtually every library in the 
world, Hendricks said. 

The center also is working with the.Aiaska 
Science and Technology Foundation to link 
with other museum and research centers. 

And this is where the Seal.ife Center's final 
human constituency comes in. For teachers· 
and schools worldwide, the center plans to 
offer educational programs at every grade 
level, from kindergarten to post-doctoral study. 

Already, the SeaLife Center homepage can 
be found on the Internet at 
www.alaska.net.com/sealife. Structured on 
1 pyramid, the center's Internet access will 
tave top levels available to the public and 
Jottom ones that are secure for researcher 
:ommunications only. 

"U we can get some partners, we can jump 
.into the 21st century real quick," Hendricks 
promised. While85 percent of the center's $4.3 

:! 

- million yearly operating budget will come from. 
visitor revenues and the remaining 15 percent . 
from research funding, Hendricks hopes to gradu
ally build the resear.ch component until it ac- . 
counts for 35 percent of the. annual budget. 

ThecityofSewardis gambling on the center's 
success, having committed to run the facility 
for at least two years if it isn't financially 
viable and anteing up the nearly $18 million 
in revenue bonds to complete the facility's 
financing. 

"The city of Seward, to give comfort, had to 
back-stop the project,".Garzini said. "We're 
responsible for the state's investment, but my 
hope is that the city will stay far away from it 
and allow them to operate the center aggres
sively and profitably.·· 
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State buys 17 ac:res on Kenai River 
By JON LITTLE . ; · · ch.ases "from th.e . $50 million ·Exxon 
Daily News Peninsula Bureau . · •. :V~dez -~~al· settlement, said • Mark 

SOLDOTNA - The state has .i:>ur- · ·Kuwada>state fisheries habitat biologist. 
chased 17 more acres of Kenai .River · Both lawmakers ·and . biologists 
land to protect critical fish and· game thougl:lt it WB.$ wise. use .of the money to 
habitat from encroaching development. protect the river ahd -repair damage to 

The Department of Fish and Game its banks that can.be traced back to the 
recently closed the deal ·on property 1989 oil spill, Kuwada said. 
near Beaver Creekin Kenai. It is a par- . Even though the 11 million gallons of 
eel in the river's tidally· irifluenced . North Slope crude that spilled from a 

·grassy wetlands, about· 10 miles up- tanker ill Prince William S9und barely 
stream from Cook Inlet. reached lower.Cook Inlet, it sent a shud-

lt paid $49,400 ·to landoWner Brian der through :the Inlet's ecosystem, 
Lowe for the property, a month after Kl,lwada said .. · . . . · . 
closing a $448,600 deal for · 23 · acres . . The prospect of ·oiled fishing nets 
called Tall Timber~ near the Big. ~ddy . · triggered ·a.. COillP.l~te ·shutdown of the 
fishing hole in Soldotna. . · Inlet's drift gillnetters .. Red salmon 

The acquisitions. were funded· by. a moved up the .l<~nai River en masse, in-. 
$1.2 million pool..of .money ·siphoned tensifying.interest in·the sport fishery, 
specifically for Kenai River Jand •. pur~. · he ·stud: .NQ\V th~. state.·y;ants to buffer 

• 0 • • • ~ • • • • • -;: • •• :: • • • • ··,~· "'-'"'• ••• - •• :.• \ :'· • • 

· the river from too much development 
where the fish spawn and spend their 
early years, Kuwada said. · 

Fish and Game will manage the two
recently bought parcels to protect river-
bank habitat, ·Kuwada ·said. .. · 

It plans two more purchases in the 
near future, he·said. One is a 27-acre par
cel just upstream from the Lowe proper
ty near Beaver Creek, and the other is an 
8-acre parcel in Soldotna, where Soldot
na Creek empties into the river. 
. Fish and Game's Kenai Hiver land 

fund pales iri comparison with the $900 
. million Exxon Valdez-: civil settlement. 
That fund is managed by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee .Council, which 
has purchased more than 1,600 acres 
near the Kenai River. The council has 
more land deals in the works. 

., 
.·· 

.,, 
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Alaska Coastal 
Currents 
By Jody Seitz. 

Stude11ts find relevant. 
·:scien~e in spill ~tudies 
· I liSt -mention the Youth Area Watch to Chugach School District 

Superintendent Roger Sampson and watch him light up.· .. 
· The project, now in its second year, puts 25 students from schools in 

Prince William Sound out in the field working side by side with scien· 
tists on oil spill restoration research. According to Sampscin the learn· 

· ing program turned out to be more successful than they imagined. 
"We originally thought it. was going to be great,. to get kids in the 

field with scientists," Sampson said. "We thought it would be a healthy 
way to promote scientific concepts and science skills. But it's grown to 
be so much grander and bigger thafi that" 

The project engages students in sampling mussels, taking scientific 
samples of harbor seals harvested for subsistence, collecting herring, 
and taking oceanographic measurements. Students are Selected for the 
program based on their academic performance and their interest in 
field science and subsistence. 

Students from Cordova, Tatitlek. Valdez. Chenega Bay, and Seward, 
as well as one student in home school on Hinchinbrook Island. are all 
part of the project The students learn scientific methods for collecting · 
data, analyzing the information, and writing reports. 

The program not only teaches the students, but the teachers as well. 
"Instructors are very conscious of how they can connect this lesson in a 
way that means something to the kids, something that's relevanl'in 
their world," Sampson said. "We can still teach those scientific skills, 
those math skills, those career skills, but we want to do it with some· 
thing that's stimulating and motivating and real to them." 

For some students such projects as the scientific sampling of seals 
have brought them closer to their elders. "It's opened up that line of 
communication," said Sampson. "For those students the emphasis might 
be on sea mammals and culture and history and their own family, and 
how it relates to community." . 

According to Sampson, students are talking about careers now. By 
having contact with scientists, they have a chance to talk with someone 
besides a teacher about the skills they're learning, see different skills in 
usc. and get exposure to differenfcareers. 

Mel Henning, school district coordinator for Youth Area Watch, 
hopes the students will increasingly· be viewed as a resource to scien
tists hoping to extend their data gathering potential. 

Finally, Sampson's excitement about the the Youth Area Watch stems 
from another important side benefic School districts often talk about 
gelling parents and comm·unities involved in their children's education. 
"This has been the avenue to do that in many of these communities," 
said Sampson. 

. . 
}(ldy Seitz. lives in Cordova and also produces the Alnska Constal 

Currents radio program. The series is spon.wred by the £rxon Vnldez 
Oil Spill Trustee Council to prOI'ide informtlfion abura rcxwmtion ac· 
tit•ities within the spill region. 
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Construction surge takes 
. . . 

. ' 

ho.ld on Peninsula . . : . . . ~ 

By JON LITTLE · days in Fairbanks, in _excitement Soldotna area, _new St!bdivisions in 
Daily News Peninsula Bureau ···and exuberance." · Ninilc;hik and strong interest in 

The hulking Alaska SeaLife Cen~ "Picture a town the size of Se- ·high-end houses in Homer~ 
tet rising along Seward's scenic wa- ward with a $51 million SeaLife The c.ity of ·Kenai has· issued 28 · 
terfront may one day make its mark Center and a $7.5 million hospital," housing permits so far, already 
on marine science. But for now, the Garzini said. · beating the number issued in all of . 
still unfinished research laboratory · . Some of. Seward's projects·· in- last year, said Bob Spr41ger, the 
is driving a construction boom the elude: city's building official. . 
likes of which the. town· hasn't seen · • A combined Tesoro· gas station · He said the numbers came as 
in years. and Burger King. ·· somewhat of a surprise because he 

Hotel expansions, new gas sta- • Resurrection Lutheran Church. h~d predicted ;:t mediocre construc-
tions, fast-food restaurants, even a • An estimated 20 to 30 ne~ hous-· tion trend based on flat growth the 
new Lutheran church all are in var- es (some outside the city limits); ·. previous two years. · 
ious stages of .construction. this· · • Providence Seward Center hos~· · · .·• Why the.·· increase? Springer 
summer as the city born amid last ;pital. · . · · · . . . guessed interest rates were so low it 
century's gold rush· ·now-. sets its: 7

, • Ttie SeaLife Center .. · ~ :. · .just made· projects more affordable. 
sights on · modern-day · gold:·_ • A co4ple of hotel'and mot~l ex-":·, ·;•On. the ·commercial side, Kenai 
tourists. . · pansions. · · '· ·.. :' ·,. · has issued just .eight permits, com-

At the core of the new rush is the For the city's fiscal year ending · · pared· with ·24 last year. But those 
SeaLife Center, monolithic proof June 30, Seward issued 65 building · numbers are a ·little misleading, 
that Seward's long wish for a strong permits for $10 million in projects, Spr~nger said. Those eight new 
tourism economy no longer is pie- excluding the SeaLife Center, most buil~ings are worth some $2 mil
in-the-sky, said Seward City'Manag- . of which was permitted the previ- lion, as much the previous year's 
er Ron Garzini. Scheduled to- open ous year. . 24. · 
in 1998, the center already is a mag- The place now is ripe for a new Burger King, _Blockbuster Video 
net drawing a growing number of hotel, .Garzini said. But while some and office expansion in the Salam
cruise lines. And· businesses are companies have poked arounp, ·he atof ~uilding are some high-profile 
busy expanding to meet n·ext sum- said, the city isn't at'a point where it exampl~s.The city also is building a 
mer's anticipated rush. could announce anything. new animal control shelter .. And the 

It's hard to escape the lumber, Seward·may be hopping, but it's .borough's ·Economic. Development 
plastic tat·ps and sound of hammer- hardly the only hard-hat zone on. the District Inc. is doing .·its part to de
irrg in the. city of· 5,000 people Kenai -.Peninsula. ·Elsewhere, the velop the economy, with a $500,000 
squeezed atop Resurrection River's summer construction season has building addition. . 
rocky flood plain, he said. "It's re- been fairly robust, with scores of Homer planners see a similar 
minding me a little bit of pipeline new homes going up in the Kenai- trend. The total number of t,milding 



permits was down from 46lastyear 
to 34 this year, yet the value of the 
construction doubled from $3 mil
lion to $6.1 million. · · 

Many of Homer's new houses are 
in· the high range, around $300,000, 
said Eileen Bechtol, city planner. 

Springer and other observers 
guessed that most of the residential 
housirjg construction was tak~ng 
place· outside of the Peninsula's 
cities. About all anyone can do is 
guess because the borough does not 
issue construction permits .. 

"The city limits are small and a 
lot of that new construction is going 
on outside," said Darby Hobson, 
Penit).sula mortgage manager for 
National. Bank of Alaska. "You go 
down any of these side streets and 
you see all kinds of construction." 

One company alone probably can 
prove Springer and Hobson right. 
Hall Quality Builders, based in Ke-

. nai, is erecting an estimated 60 new 
single-family homes on · subdivi
sions it created just outside the city . 
limits, said Clint Hall, the compa
ny's owner. 

"We're selling gobs of ho~es to 
· families with two· incomes right 

now," .Hall said. · 
· The company built and sold 60 
houses last year, too. Rural loans 
dipping to below S percent are lur-

ing young families ·out of apart
. ments and into the kind of starter 
homes Hall specializes in. 

At least in the Kenai-Soldotna 
area, he said, the home-buyers rep
resent" workers in the growing retail 
trade, not the large, single-income · 
oil-industry paychecks that drove 
the market until the mid-l980s. 

But HalLadmihed:his company is 
only part of the construction picture 
outside cities. Much of it appears to 
be fueled by individual owners, 
some of them paying hard cash for 
expensive houses. . 

That .suggests a:large number of 
retirees and people building· second 
homes on the Peninsula, Hobson 
'said. 

Homer Electric Association, 
which keeps track of the new lines 
it installs,· has been busy between. 
Ninilchik and Homer, where instal
lation is up 7 percent over last year, 
said Sandra Ghormrey, · HEA 
spokeswoman.' . 

Part of that increase includes 
eight -requests from -developers re

. searching the costs of installing 
electricity in new subdivisions. 

"There's ·definitely something 
out there happening," Ghormley 
said. "People are moving to the rur
al parts of America. I think our 
communities are very attractive." 

... , 
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Fro~ Seward .. ~o·:.Homer, Kf:!.nai. Peninsula in b,uilding boom_ 
KENAI (AP)- In Seward, it's ing permits for $10 million in 

the Alaska SeaLife Center, rising projects, excluding the SeaLife 
along the city's waterfront. In Center, most of which was per
Homer it's high~end homes, and · ·mitted the previous year. 
in Kenai, Soldotna and Ninilchik The. place flOW .is ripe for a new 
it's more modest housing. hotel, Garzini said. But while some 

But everywhere this summer on· companies have poked around, he· 
the Kenai Peninsula on~ thing is said, the city isn't at a point where 
clear: There's a building boom it could announce anything .. 
happening. The city of Kenai has issued 28 

Seward may be the prime ben- housing permits so far, already 
eticiary, with the SeaLife Center beating the number issued in all 
anchoring hotel expansions, new of last y'ear, said Bob Springer, the 
gas stations and fast-food restau- City's building official. 
rants as businesses hope to cash : He said the numbers came as 
in on the tourists the center is ex-. somewhat of a surprise because 
pected to draw. he had predicted a mediocre con-

It's hard to escape the lumber, struction trend based on flat 
plastic tarps and sound .of ham- growth the previous two years. 
mering in th~ city of 5,000 people On the commercial side, Kenai 
squeezed atop Resu~rection has issued just eight pennits, com
River's rocky flood plain. "It's re- ·pared with 24 last year. But those 
minding me a little bit of pipeline · .·numbers are a little misleading, 
days in Fairbanks, in excitement Springer said. 1l10se eight new 
and exuberance," said City Man- . buildings are worth some. $2 mil7 
ager RonGarzini. lion, as much thepreviotis year's 

For the city's fiscal year ending 24. . . . . · 
June 30, Seward issued 65 build~ · <Homer _planners see .a .similar ·. • .. -.-: .·· ' - . 

trend. '{he total number of build
ing permits was down from 46last 
year to 34 this year, yet the value 
of the construction doubled from 
$3:million ~o $6.1 million. Many 
of Homer's new houses are in the 
high range, around :$300,000, said 
Eileen Bechtol, the city planner. 

Springer ·and_ ~.ther observers 
think inost of the residential hous
ing construction is taking place 
outside the peninsula's cities. 
About all anyone can do is guess 

because the borough does not is
sue construction permits. 

One company alone probably · 
can prove Springer right. Hall 

. Quality Builders, based in Kenai, 
is putting up an estimated 60 new 
single-family homes on· subdivi
sions it created just outside the 
city limits, said Clint Hall, the 
company's owner. 

"We're· selling gobs of homes 
to families with two incomes 
right now," Hall said. · 

The company built and sold 60 
houses last year, too. Rural loans 
dipping to below 5 percent are lur
ing young families out of apart
ments and into the kind of starter 
homes Hall specializes in. 

At least in the Kenai-Soldotna 
area, he said, the home~buyers 
represent workers in the grow
ing retail trade, not the large, 
single-income oil-industry pay
checks that drove the market un
til a decade ago. 



ANCHORAGE 
The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council approved its work plan for fiscal 

year 1998 -which will provide $13.1 million for research, monitoring and general 
restoration project(i for the Kodiak lsl:lnd. Kenai Peninsula and Prince William 
Sound regions. The work plan c:~lls for ~(~in,ooo for herring research in Prince 
William Sound and $2.3 milliO!l for the ~ound Ecosystem Assessment project that 
will look at the influences affecting pink salmon and herring. The Chugach School 
pistrict will receive $150,000 to ri1aint:tin a smdcnt program that focuses on 
restoration research projects. Kenai Peninsula projects will receive $491,000 for 

- kenai .ruver habitat improvements and e\·:~uations. The council also approved an 
, addltion;1l $ i2 million to go into a restoratio.n. reserve account and $2.8 million for 

administration, ?Cience management and public informatiOn. 

-,. 
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Old data help explain 
ecosystem changes 

Evecyllne, consumers and fish
ermen alike, knows the major 
species ·in the Gulf of Alaska 
have changed from shrimp and 
crab to pollock, <,:od, and flatfish. 

In 1995, fisheries managers re
viewed 40 years of trawl data 
from the Gulf of Alaska to get a 
long-term perspective on the 
changes, and what they found ap
pears to have been a major eco
system shift .. 

There has been a dramatic and 
abrupt change in the numbers and 
types· of species and their rela
tive abundance. The data show it 
only took about two years, from 
1978 to 1980, for all the maj'or 
species of shrimp to decline and 
be replaced as the most abundant 
species by cod, pollock and flat
fish. 
· Shrimp trawl surveys began in 
1953 as a way to monitor the ef
fects of a growing commercial 
shrimp fishery. in the Gulf of 
Alaska. The trawl survey, con
ducted by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and the Alaska 
Department of Fish and. Game, 
cast a fine mesh net into the gulf 
waters and caught nearly every
thing in its path. During the early 
years, only the main commercial 
species were: counted. But since 
1970, all the species caught in 
the survey have been sorted and 
counted. 

Capelin,.an important staple in 
the diets ·of many fish, marine 
mammals and. seabirds,· were 
caught in. the trawl, along with 
fishes such as cod, pollock, 
prickleback, pacific sandfish, and 
culachon. Capelin was so abun
dant during the early years of the 
shrimp fishery the lishermen used 
to call it "fish contamination." 

The late 1970s shift affected 
more than the commercially 
popular crab and shrimp species. 
Capelin, eulachon, pacific 
sandlish and prickleback arc not 
commercially harvested in the 
Gulf of Alaska, but they also de-

eli ned. 
This indicates the cause of the 

shift is most likely not commer-
. cia! fishing, according to. Paul 
Anderson, of the National Ma
rine Fisheries Service in Kodiak. 
"Whatever caused the change in 
composition probably acted in a 
similar way on sandfish and 
capelin," said Anderson. 
. The shift in dominant species 

also brought wi_th it a 50 percent 
decline in biomass. Species such 
as cod, pollock; and other gadids 
grow much larger as they mature 
than do crustaceans such as 
shrimp and crab. They feed on 
plankton as wen as smaller 
fishes. This means. there is less 
food available for other species 
that must feed ·on smaller fishes. 

There· ar~i'some indications 
a changeii{I~. ocean 
could hav~.something to do 
these major changes. While there 
was a two degree -Fahrenheit in
crease in temperature in the Gulf 
of Alaska during the late 1970s, 
half way around world, in the · 
North Atl.antic, ocean tempera
tures decreased by about 2 degrees 
Fahrenheit and fishermen 
switched from cod to shrimp gear. 

The trawl survey data are. re
markable ·because they've been 
conducted every year in the same 
way for over forty years. "We 
would have missed the abrupt de
dine if we hadn't been doing the 
same· surveys in the same way 
all these years," said Anderson. 

The historic dataset could he a 
crucial tool as scientists begin fo
cusing on changes in seabird and 
marine mammal diets - a theme 
common to theories on their dc
cuncs in the North Pacilic.' 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordm·a and 
also produces the Alaska Coaswl 
Curre/1/s radio pro[!.ra/11. The 
ries is sponsored by the 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
to provide information about res
toration activities within the spill 
re[!.ion. 
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/ \ T THE HEAD OF EsHAM¥ LA~OON 
a stream courses over moss-coated bc;>Ulders the size of small chilctre~. Sl.!llligbt illuminates the 

white gauze o~water, sifting ~ough a dense fote~t. oftall Si{ruce Shd hemi~!c P,ees di-aped iil·long 
. ··:· 

strands of old man's peard. Beyond, in the still waters of the lagoon, like a ri~Id of sunflo~ers, 

dozens of orange·uon's-mane jellyfish float near the.surface . 
. . . . · · ... ·. 

All is qui~t-he~e.m·ntid.Jime. .4i the.lqng lagoo~; arld beyond in the bay, the only sound is the high-
. ' ·. ··. .. . ' ~. ':"::. . . . . . 

pitched cry of a bald: eagle or the)>r~th of wings as six Canada geese tiy by, low across the water. . ... . . . 

The southern flank of Chenega Island Juts·Jn front of the· Pleiades Islands, also known as the Seven 
59,520 acres purchase(! by th!! ,Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustees Council from Chenega Co;p. 

Oif-Jpilf cJeltfenunt buyd ,_dwreline 

cruciaL lo the rccmY''Y 

tJl rJan-za_qe{) wd(JI{./;, jJtlfJtt /,,, /tJtt.r 

. i 

.. 
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In a few weeks, boats of fishermen 7Vill:, National Forest. The trustees purchased "con-.. 
arrive. Here, in the streams of Eshamy, more sc:rvation easements" on the r~rilaining 22,2.8:1 · · 
than half of Prince Willfam Sound's red salmon,·. acres. Under the easement~, the land will.con_. . 
are born. Sockeyes, pinks, silvers, cutthroat tinue to be owned by Chenega, a village eorpO- ·. 
trout- all thrive here, drawing commercial, .: ration established under the Alaska· Native . · 
sport and subsistence fishermen. · · Claims Settlement Act, but will be jointly man- · 

In 1989, however, Eshamy looked inore like aged with the U.S. Forest ·. ·· · 
a floating city out of the mQvie "Waterworld" Service.· · · 
than a place where salmon swim. In that sum- ·The Chenega land purchase.s 

. mer following the EX.Xon Valdez oil spill, _the . . and ,cons~rvation easements 
· tranquil bay had become a s.tagjng area for a· .. . ' .. · ~ffec~ively prohibit large-scale. 

massive cleanup effort~ Floating barracks. for. : · · ·· human ~ctivi~, especially log- · . 
. . · thousands of cleanup \vorkers domina tea the · · · , .. , · ·.gin g. Close observers have 

lagoon. Hundreds of boats zipped in and ~i.lt. . : ·.·. called it the single most impor7 
-Miles of boom to catch on·sectioned off this · tant step thus far toward restor- · 

· -wide bay into a series of holding areas- peo- . ing the area hardest hit by the ... : · 
. :ple were allowed-farther back into Eshamy. : oil spill. . . · . .. 
. ·Lagoon only if they had no· oil on their boats. "This is the first major. habi- . 
· This summer; aU .. that floated in the wide . ·. tat protection in Prince William · · 
. mouth of the bay was a sea otter, a mother with, · ·.Sound," says Molly McCamnio~: · 
a furry pup on her belly.' At the tum· of the cen- . : -~ executive· director of the Exxon · · 
tury, when sea otters were' litlnted aliriost tci · Y aldez· Oil Spill Ti-Ust.ee Couric_iL 
extinc~on, a remnant poptilation'here, in south-· . · ·"And it is.on the western side : 
western Prince William sound, became the· · .. ·that was most heavily oiled. 
nucleus for recolonization. Sea otters fanned . There is no 'doubt tnat it has the · 
out from here to reaPPear ... in all ofPrince ... :. . · most long-term impacts .as well: 
William Sound, the Copper River Deltaand the · ~- \··It was·grou11d z~ro 9ftl;le spill.'~· 
Kenai Peninsula. ' · · . , · ·. , · ·. · , . · · · This area also encompasses · ·. 

Now, however, sea 'otters here are few and . · . lands that' were at risk of being.:. ·. 
far between. After the Exxon Valdez. ran. . . logged, but had yet to be clear-
aground in March 1989 ,·spewing m:ore than· u ... _., cut: .. It protects areas that are · · · 
million gallons of crude oii:iiito'Prince~Williain'-;,;, ·: .. · regard~d as particularly impor-
Sound, the sea otter became:the wide.:eyed'· .> ~< tant,:for .. salmon, sea otters, killer · 
poster child for thousandsi.6fariinials kille'd·.by:;' whal~s and many ·seabirds :_·as 
crude. ~- w~U;as among those most, 

Eight years later, sea otters have yet to · beloved by human visitors who 
show any recovery in western Prince William .spend time in the Sound. · 
Sound. Only the.bald eagle_popu~tion has offi- "The Chenega lands are sym-
-·. bolically important," says David 

. ciaily recovered from the spill. The rest are· Grimes, a Cordova resident who 
·.·either listed as "recovering" (including pink has fished the waters of the 
· salmon, red salmon ahd common murres), "not Sound for two decades. "The 

·. recovering" (hetJ:ing, sea otters, harbor seals) main wild salmon runs come in , 
··or ~·recovery unknown" (clams, river otters, through the southwest capes, and · 

,j 

com·mon loons). · · the oil flowed out the same way." 
This summer, though, Eshamy Bay and Five major bays indent the purchased land. 

other areas important for these animals gained From north to south, they are Eshamy, Granite, 
a ne'w degree of protection. The Exxon Valdez Paddy, Ewan and Jackpot. Also included are 
Oil Spil' Trustee Council v'oted to spend $34 Chenega Island, Whale Bay, Fleming Island, 
million to purchase 59,520 acres in southwest- the Pleiades Islands and the southern tip of 
ern Prince William Sound from Chenega Corp., Knight Island. 
drawing upon the $900 million oil spill settle- The land includes some of the most varied 
ment fund. topography in the Sound, ranging from rollmg ··. 

About a fourth of the land (16,268 acres) will ' tundra .. to old-growth Sitka spruce and hemlock 
become a state marine park, and about a third forest, steep granite cliffs, icefields and tide-
(20,968 acres) will be added to Chugach water glaciers; Lakes, streams and waterfalls 

.,_' abound. Eshamy Bay and Jackpot Bay together 
contain 22 salmon streams, and are considered 
the most valuable sahnon-producing areas in 
western Prince William Sound. · 

The purchase extends along 224 miles of 
coastline, including critical habitat for all the 
animals affected by the oil spill. They find 
shelter and food in the convoluted shoreline of 
bays and lagoons and in the deep recesses of 
the rain forest. 



·p ri~~e William Sound receives more . 
)00 inches of rain and snow a year, and 
it marks the northernmost reach of the 

North American raufforest: However, the 
line is much lower and growth much slower 
than in So~theast Alaska, because of colder 
temperatures and less sunlig!1t, and forests 

:_._ around the: Sound are slower to recover from 
··logging. . · · . · .. 

. Ironiyally, no l~ge-scale clear-'cut;ting 
occurred in the ~~;liild until after the spill. 

--· .. ·., ~. ·= . --· -------· ., . . 

Now; more than 50,000 acres have been logged, 
primarily on Native corporation lands: Chu
gach Corp. holdings on Montague Island and 
Eyak and Tatitlek eoro.oration lands in eastern 
Prince William Soun<L:-The C.hEmega hapitat 
acquisition is the onl}fone in the Sound to be 
completed before clear-cutting took place. 

"The· initial reason to sell was to pro~ect the. 
. '"'· nawr~·tespt,rr~es, which is essentially our 

. tree5, .. 'says·chuck Tdtemoff, president·~~ 
Chenega Corp. It:.Wa$n't an easy deci~iori for. · 

- the 87 shareholders .of Chenega To some, sell
mg their land was like selling their futUre. B.ut 

· they didn't want to log the land and d~age the 
... wllc:Uife.habitat, eith¢r. In the end, 82 percent 

voted for the sale. · .. · · 
"SoOner or later, we would be in a position. 

where we would have to log oUr. timber.~· 
Totemoff explained .. In 1981, Chenega Corp. · 
joined the Koncor timber company in a logging·· 
agreement, then bought back t~e timber rights 
from Koncor in 1988. But ~hose rights were 
only temporary and were set to run out in 40 
years. And then, Totemoff says, "the residual 
rights would return to Koncor, and we could 
have done nothing about it .. So it would·be 
logged either by Chen¢ga Corp. out of econom
ic need, or in 40-sonie years by Koncor, in the 
course of business as usual."· 

During the last few years, Chenega Corp. 
had two proposals from Koncor to begin 
actively laggil)g tlle very lands that were pur-
chased. .· · 

"We turned them down because we were 
negotiating with the Trustee Council," 
Totemoff says. · 

L ate o~e evening. this summer, Roger . 
Stowell walked up from Paddy Bay to 
the south end of Eshamy Lake, which 

stretches more than five miles north to the 
stream that pours into Eshamy Lagoon. Stowdl 
has served as· caretaker for Chenega Corp. anc\ 
has operated a fishing lodge out of Paddy I3ay 
for 18 years. Th~ lake was so calm and clear 
that a pyramid~shaped rock was perfectly 
reflected. The only movement was a water 
bug, the only sound the descending trill of a 
bald eagle. 

He's never cali(?ht a fish at this end of the . 
lake, Stowell says. He's had luck only at the 
north end near a log jam- where he once felt 
as if something were watching him, and when 
he looked, down; he saw two river otters gazing 
at him from under the logs. 

Gail Blundell, a biolog1st with the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks, spends her summers in 
the Sound studying river otters. She says river 
otters need a forest habitat undiminished IJ\· 
clem·-cuts or large-scale logging. · 

"The regular logging p1·a:::tice of buffers 

----------~---·----

stream and·shorelina.is ~-~ing the 
boat as far as protecting river otters goes," she 
says. "They do need areas in away froni shore .. 
I've seen them up on a 
ridge above Paddy Bay. 
Protection- from logging 
is the best thing we can 
do for river otters.", 

Even marine animals, 
such as the mother sea 
otter with her pup in 
Eshamy Bay, benefit 
from forest protection, 
according to biologists. 
During fall and winter, . 
sea otters need areas that 
are slightly inland, like 
the mouths of streams 
and lagoons, says Chuck 
Monnett, who, with Lisa 
Ratterman, has studied 
sea otters in the Sound 
for more than a decade. 
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Bay are studying how 
the oil spill has affect
ed these seabirds. 
Now, they say, the 

- ) 

Every year Chenegans hold a memorial 

biggest threat to the 
pigeon guillemots
and other area 
seabirds- might be 

" I . r ' • ~ • 

service at the old village. And every·year, 
they find more of this place vandalized. 
People have spray-painted buildings, shot bul
let holes through windows and walls, and even 
chipped away at the·cement base of a bronze 
plaque that lists the names of the dead. 

the new road the 
state plans to build to 
Whittier. If the num-
ber of visitors to 
Prince William Sound 
grows from the pre-
sent 100,000 a year to 
the projected 1.4 mil-
lion a year within 20 
years, then protect-
ing the wilderness 
nature of southwest-
ern Sound will 
become extremely 
difficult. 

"It's one of the last 
remaining wild 
places," says-Eleanor 
Huffines of the 
National Outdoor 
Leadership School. 
NOLS has been run
ning courses in south-. 
western Prince 
William Sound since 
1971, preferring it in 
part because it's the 
"most remote of any
where in the Sound~·~:· 

"You don't have,to. 
rush across Danger
ous Passage because 
a tour boat is com
ing," she says. ·"It's 
much more magical 
because it's less 
impacted." 

"The Sound has gotten so popular," says 
Lois Salmonson, who operates Prince William 
Sound Kayak Center with her husband, Perry, 
and has kay a ked in the Sound for 18 years. 
"We see a lot of people come in on the train, a 
lot of kayakers going out, and I wonder, do 
thev know how to treat the Sound?" 

••• 

Across Dangerous Passage from 
Jackpot, at the southern end of 
Chenega Island, stands the remains of 

old Chenega village. The historical site was . 
not sold. Along with the conservation ease" 
ment on the southern quarter of Chenega 
Island, it remains off limits to the public. 
Here, on a sunlit hill overlooking Whale Bay, 
is all that was left after tsunamis caused by 
the 1964 earthquake destroyed the village, 
killing 23 people. 

"It's still in the minds of the Chenega peo
ple," '!'otemoff says. 

Survivors of the earthquake later re-estab
lished ChenegaBay village on Evans Island, 
south of Knight Island. Today, they're still . 
cleaning oil off beaches n·ear their home. This 
summer, a crew used a new technology to dis-

lodge petroleum from beneath rocks at near
by Sleepy Bay. One. Chenega Bay resident 
raised a rock and there beneath it was rain-
. bow puddle.o{oil,-still seeping out in its 

·o-·--~~ ''Jacob's coat of colors. In 1989, oil stood a foot 
deep 'on some of the beaches in this area-

· including Chenega Island and the outer beac)l-. 
es of Dangerous Passage. The vast bulk of the 

·' , ., 11 million gallons of oil spilled was absorbed 
:by Green Island, Montague Island and Knight · 
·Island. : ·. · 

Leaving Chenega Island and heading past 
the stnall·group ofislands called the Pleiades 

· toward the southern tip of Knight Island, we 
see the tall, black dorsal fin of an orca break 

· the surface. A pod quickly surrounded us, 
moving closer, then farther away. . 

Southwestern Prince William Sound is fre
quented by more ,wha).es than ·any other part 
of the Sound. -It's the "year-round home to· 
many pods of killer whales, or orcas,'among 
them the AB pod, a particularly friendly .. 
group that lost 13 of its 36 family members 

I • .: and produced no young in the two years fol
,: 1owirtg the oil.spill. We probably were being 
' .. : visited by one of these resident pods. 

· ' · ' · Stowell radioed Craig Matkin of the North 
· Gulf Oceanic Society. Matkin studies the 

killer whales of Prince William Sound, and 
was out the day before looking for .them. 
· . "They're all around our boat," Stowell told 

· him.·"Maybe 10 or 12of them." One orca sur
. faced nearby, and we could hear it expel a 

· stream of air. 
"Thanks," Matkin responded. "We're on our 

'way over there now.". 
Later, Matkin explains 

that resident killer whales 
feed primarily on silver 

·salmon. "There aren't that 
many silver runs in the 
Sound, so Jackpot and 

· Eshamy runs arc impor
tant. When you protect 
salmon, you protect the 
food of killer whales." 

Matkin has spent time 
studying orcas and com- . 
mercia! fishing in the 
Sound since 1975, when lle 
."worked in Eshamy 13<ty !'or 
theAlaska Department or 
Fish and Game. That first 
summer, he was kayaking 
in Eshamy when he s;t\\' 

sc\'cral orcas mo\'ing 
. (OW<Il·Jhim at high SjlL'Cll. 



"The inflow of salt 
water creates large con
centratipns of mussels, 
which are excellent preY 
for sea otters," he says. 
These inland feeding 
areas are especially 
impor.tant for just
weaned pups and 
females during a critical 
time of year. With the . . . 
sedimentation and increased freshwater tern~> 
perature from logging, IJ.e says, "habitatS are·: ... 
literally destroyed." · . , : :· ·. ~: · 

. Protecting the land may. be the besfWa.y to :::; 
. help all of the wildlife and the.place recover:' · . · 
·from the oil spill. In fact, a main justiftc,:ation ·~ 
for the out-pf-court settlement.in 1991, instea~ i 

· of years of litigation, waS to proteet und.aiij~~>·:· .~, 
aged but threatened coastalhal,lit'at in:the.spUI:. 

. region. When the Trustee Council w~tet::;:,:/· 
mining how to use the $900 million nafi.UjJ·~\~~ :. 
~eso':lrce se~e~ent money, Mc~p~~~X~/ · 
. hab1tat acqms1t1on was by fartheNo.:l•,i':· ·:)!'>• 
restoration activity recomni~ded by .thepul}f: 
lie." -The spill region's cc:)minerci81 fisherme!t:~:: 
the recreationists, the Native coiillnwit,Y:mi(t.:;:.:: 
people throughout the nation agreed. ':~.i~.?:~:zt;~ 

"If restoration is healing ·an injured patient;·:J 
then we look at the first tWo lines of .the '} .\~.:;:::~ '• 
Hippocratic oath,'' Grimes says: ~'First; _4o.'no: ~· 
more harm, and second, trUst in nature,'s owti: _. 
healing-abilities." · · • 

••• 

A. t the mouth of Paddy Bay, hea~g:o~t . 
into Dangerous Passage, Stow~~ p_oints 
out a bald eagle nest on a smalhsland. . · 

· "This is the 13th year they've used·that.,. :·: : · 
nest," he says. The tiny·hea!i of a chick.pee'i~s · 
out from over the huge, mossy·nest in. the top. · 
of a big, old spruce. It lookS lil\:~too:ln.ychnest: 
·for the chick, but in t:Wo.month,s;tl)¢paby~gle· 
will outgrow the nest • · · ·' · ·: · · · . · · · ·:::>:: . .:-::: ·:: :·.: -
. In every bay, at ev:~ry ~: 'b:ai~:~~~~ .. F: .. 
abound here. They fly high overhead, ·can · ' ... 
among the trees, perch atheadland.S~·.otheraru~ 
mals aren't seen here nearly as often sinee the 
oil spill- mcludipg the'.marbled murrelet: · .. 

Already listed as threatened along most of: 
the West Coast, marbled murrelets suffered 
significant losses to oil. Since niost of the 
world's marbled murrelet population breeds in. 
coastal Alaska, protecting its habitat here is . · 
important to its recovery. These small, niot~ 
tied-brown seabirds, rounded with short wings, 
usually are seen along convoluted shorelines, 
where they flip under the water when people 
approach. · _ 

"They prefer large, old-growth forests, par
ticularly near protected 
water$,'~ says Kathy 
Kt.lletz~ a biologist with the 
U.S~ Fish and Wildlife 
Service. "They nest in old
growth trees with horizon
tal pads of moss. It takes a 
couple hundred years to 
develop that cover on 
trees. 

"Habitat acquisition is a 
direct way of helping 

. them,'' Kuletz says. "And 
since they. aren't colonial 
they need large contiguo~s 
stands of .forests. You can 

·just buy an island and say 
Y?U're protecting them." 

••• 
:':1.: . : . ' t·. ·n Ewan Bay, betWeen 
:_ . . . Paddy and Jackpot 
.~. :. 'P~rs.~a>visitor is greet- · 

:' .. ed by-a reversing water-
o· fall As the :tide goes out, 
water. flo.Ws froin Ewan . 

.· J~gooidn~o Ewan Bay, at . 

.:''lim~ falling·.a,s much·as 10 
· :'{eet. Water continues to 

. . " . . . : . . . seep out. of'the ;lagoon 
~'::below the brink of the·waterf~sowhenthe 
' tide chang~s ~d begins rerJllfng the bay, the 

.... waterfC!ll rev~tses. Wat~r U;; push~ back into 
· ... the .lagoon t:hii>ugh an entrance just Wide · 
' rnough t~ all«?~· a kayak or. sO?~: skiff to glide 

~;·then Ia,~~I?Our back out Wlth the .outgoing . 
... tide... ..· .. ·.·.: .. ~·.: . ,_;; .... . : . · ~ . .-.' ~~:: · . . 
· .· ... ~sm~o~aiJagoonisaliavenfor :· · . 
. · wil.Qllfe. A:tl(?.\f:lj~~ ·m. f~ and wintfif~ Monnett 

· says, the lagoon at Ewah Bay is full of sea 
otters- just-weaned·young and females. He's 
seen tracks of river otters and other mammals 
as well. 

"Ewan (Bay) just p~ th~p;rin,'' he says . 
has huge mats of mussel,S,JilQre than a foot 
thick. The water is shallow,sodt's good for 
just-weaned pups. They just crunch down on 
the mussels like. popcorn." .. 

Female otters, too, Uke to rest and feed in 
the calm lagoon, and haul out on the rocks by 
the waterfall It's an oasis from wild winter 
storms. 

••• 

A. t the hea~. of ~ackpot Bay, the only 
human stgns rn m1d-June are those in a 
research camp: barrels covered with 

blue tarp, a couple of wall tents, a line out to a 
small inflatable. In a few weeks, the salmon . 
will return, and with them people. Stowell will 
be busy then, taking sportfishermen to 
Jackpot. 

"Most of the people that come out here arc 
basically fish killers," he says. "Before they 
come, they w~t to know hQw many fish they 
can eatch, how many they can keep, what size 
they are. Then they get here and look around 
and say, wow!" . 

Stowell laughs. He says the visitors he 
brings always are surprised by the beauty. 
"Suddenly, fishing becomes secondary. After 
all, they can buy fish. " 
· Jackpot Bay includes five distinctive· arms, 

one a series of holes like a string of beads. Th · 
longest, widest arm on the south side is domi
nated by a waterfall that thunders·down steps 
of granite. Set in the middle of the bay is 
Jackpot Island, home to the largest colony of 
pigeon guillemots in southwestern Prince 
William Sound . 
. ·Reseat·chers staying at the camp u1 Jackp<ll 
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came back . .An entire pod 
crowded around him. Then 
they all got still and quiet, 
Matkin says. Whales flont
ed around him, resting, nnd 
he was right in their midst 
-for hours; resting with a 
pod of orcas. 

"I fell in love with it 
back then," he says, "and 
I've been going there ever 
since." 

- ': 

.. : 

.that bring other people to. 
Prince William Sound. 
. · "We've seen humpback 
whales from the beach, .. 
Lois Salmonson says. · 
"We'd be near the shore 
cooking dinner, and all 
of a sudden we'd hear 
this hum right next to 
shore. It would be a hump
back, rising up out of the 

water, sleeping." 
"It's one of my favorite places," she says. 
Federal biologist Kathy Kuletz studies mar

bled murrelets by finding their nests at dawn . 
During watches, she sits high up in tt·ees. 
waiting for the birds to return from the sea·. 

"Although seldom seen," she writes, ''these 
dawn flights can be spectacular as marbled 
murrelets chase each other and dive into the 
forest canopy with speed and agility ... using 
river corridors and ridge tops as flyways." 
Flying murrelets, she says, have been clocke<;l 
atlOO mph. . . . · . · , · 

. At the northern end of Chenega Island is a .. · 
small stream. Even on-a bright, sunny day; 
just a few:yards into the cover of trees, the 
vegetation is so dense that only slight sha(ts 
of sunlight sift through, bouncing off rocks .. 
glinting off leaves. Up in the arms of tall . 
spruce and hemlock are thick, wide platforms 
of moss, just the kind marbled murrelets 
might use for nests. One trunk measures . ' 
more than ~o arm-spans in circumference, 
so it could be 500 years old. The stream 
makes a passageway through the foreSt not 
just on ground level, but above as well-, so that 
this might be a_flyway; This might be where, . 
at dawn, marbled murrelets fly 100 mph, · 
whizzing to their nests and then out to fish 
again, weaving forest and sea. -.... . 

·· • Marybeth Holleman teaches ·writing at the University of 
· Alaska Anchorage. Jim Lavrakas is a Daily News photog

·;;: ,;·rapher. 
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.A pod of orcas 
ht,~nts -near the Pleiades·· 

Islands with the peaks of 
Montague Island to the 

east as a backdrop. 
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The Exxon Valdez Oii.Spill Trustee Council has declared "habitat protection" the primary- means for restoring the'ecologlc81 he&lth .of Prlnce,WIIUaJ1\ Sound and o~lylng spill areas. 
h•e years ago, the council began evaluating large parcels of land in the spill zone. As of June, the trustees tiad Spa~ $'85:4 mDIIon of the $900 million settlement to protect 420,640_acres of land. 
:.i-::st of the land parcels were Native corporation inholdings in national forests·; parks and wildlife refugeS. Some lands were purchased '!fee simple/' In whlchthe.tltle of the land will go io the appropri- - · 

;,:;; s:a:e or federal agency that will manage the lands. · · · . . ... · ·. . : · · . · · · 
!;i <:.:!1er cases. easements were purchased, in which the seller (usually a Native village corpora,tion) r~tains title !lnd some rights to the land,s~lllng only cbn~ervation or timber easements. In the 

.. ",ori:y of these easement lands, public access also is allowed. · · · · · ~· ··: ·· · · · .. ·· 

RECOVERED 
Bald eagles. 

NOT RECOVERING 
Harbor.seals 

Cormorants (3 spec!e.s) 
. Harlequin ducks .. 

·Killer whales (AB pod) 
Marbled murrelets 
Sea otters (western. · 

Sound) 
. ·Pacific her,ring 
·Pigeon guillemots 

RECOVERING 
Pink salmon 

Red salmon 
Common.murres 

Mussels 

'RECOVERY 
UNKNOWN. 

Common loons 
. Cutthroat trout 

. Clams 
Dolly Varden . 

Kittilitz's murrelets 
Biver otters 

': : Rockfish · 
Black oys.te.rcatchers · Harbor seals bask In the shallows near a protected reef on.Cheriega lslan,d. 

.. . .~--·-· _,., :.~.:-,,--'-----''-----------
., 
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Chene.ga Bay resident Larry 
Evanoff unc.overs viscous 
crude from the 1989 Exxon 
Valdez spill still lurking · 
tieneath' the cobblestone 
armor of th.e·beach at 
Sleepy Bay.~-
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Yo.uth Area Watch a bright light to Chugach Sch·ool District 
Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound,· spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. _The idea of this column 
is to explain, over time, the many aspects of recovery 
and restoration and what it means to the people who 
live, work and play in the oil spill region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

Just mention the Youth Area Watch to Chugach 
School District Superintendent ·Roger Sampson and 
watch him light up. . 

The project, now in its second year, puts 25 stu
dents from schools in Prince William Sound out in 
the field working side by side with scientists on oil 
spill restoration research. According to Sampson, the 
learning program turned out to be more successful 
than they imagined. 

.. 

"We ongi
nally thought it 
was going to be 
great, to get 
kids in the field 
with scien
tists," Sampson 
said. 

"We thou'ght 

A~· 
C;o~ 
c~ 

it would be a healthy way to promote scientific con
cepts and science skills. But it's grown to be so much 
grander and bigger than that.'' · 

The project engages students in sampling mussels, 
taking scientific samples of harbor seals harvested for 
subsistence, collecting herring and ~aking oceano
graphic measurements. Students are selected for the 
program based on their academic performance and 
their interest in field science and subsistence. 

Students from Cordova, Tatitlek, Valdez, Chenega 
Bay and Seward, as well -as one student in home 
school on Hinchinbrook Island are all part of the pro
ject. The students Jearn scientific methods for collect-

ing data, analyzing the information and writing 
reports. _ 

The program not only teaches the students/out the 
teachers as well. "Instructors· are very conscious of .... 
·how they can connect this Jesson in a way that means,,' 
something to the kids, something that's relevant 'in· 
their world," Sampson said. "We can still teach those 
scientific skills, those math skills, those career skills, 
but we want to do it with something that's stimulating 
and motivating and real to them." ->i 

For some students such projects as the scientific 
sampling of seals have brought them closer to their 
elders "It's opened up that line of communication." 
said Sampson. 

The Youth Area Watch has another important side 
benefit. School districts often talk about gelling par
ents and communities involved in their children's 
education. "This has been the avenue to ·do that in 
many of these communities," said Sampson. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 
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oint of View . 
Sonar counts Cook Inlet salmon when drift fleet idled 

lly Jody Seitz 
Al:lska Coastal Curn:nts 

. Up until a few years ago, fisheries managers for Cook 
Inlet relied on the commercial catches of .the drift gill net 
neet to judge the size of the annual salmon runs. This 
,\•orked welL as long as the fleet was busy fishing. But 
when the fleet was in the harbor; fisheries managers would 
lose all track of the number of salmon in the inlet. 

It was a common problem. "When we got into low 
run strengths, when we weren't exactly sure how many 
fisll were coming back, we'd close the drift fleet and then 
our computer models became ineffective," said Ken 
Tarbox. fisheries biologist with the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game in Soldotna. 

Cook Inlet is 1,000 squar~ miles of silty, glacial water 
and boasts the second largest tides in the world. This 
makes fish counting by aerial survey out of the question. 

1he best solution - remote sensing equipment and 
sonar sophisticated enough to handle the job - would be 
very expen!'ive. 

Fisheries managers turned to the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council for help. To assist in recovery of the 
sockeye salmon injured by the 1989 oil spill, the Trustee 
Council provided funds for sonar equipm::.at that will 

allow managers to better estimate returns to Cook Inlet. 
The experimental use of sonar in the inlet's turbid waters 
proved at least as accurate as the traditional. system using 
catches from the commercial drift fishery. 

Sockeye returns 
to Cooklnlet over the 
last couple ·of years 
have been good, 
·allowing managers to 
compare the sonar 
counts with the test 
fish counts taken dur~ 
ing commercial periL.....--------...;..-...:....1 ods. "While the sonar 

was only counting 50 percent o( what was there, it was 
telling us what the drift gillnet fleet would have caught, : 
which is the .variable that. we needed to put into the corp- : 
puter model," said Tarbox. · · . · 

The sonar, however, had its own problems. In an 
effort to pick up trace waters from their home streams,·· 
salmon like to gather in d:le rips where currents come 
together. The turbulent rips also hold Bir pubbles. To sqnar, . 
which counts fish by bouncing sound waves off the air in a 
fish's air bladder, the air bubbles look similar to salmon • 

• ! ; 

.. 
Managers have six years of data now, and have 

learned to count the fish all around the rips. Tarbox cred
its the sonar for providing a major improvement in man
agement's approach to the inlet salmon fisheries. 
Managers want to know early in the season how many fish 
are coming back so they can determine their harvestable 
surplus. Before getting the sonar, they had no ,.;ay to 
determine the number of returning salmon when runs were 
either late or low. · 

"Now we can close the drift fleet, send our test fish 
vessel out with the sonar, and within 24 to 36 hours make 
an estimate of what the drift fleet would have caught had 
they fished," Tarbox said. "We can keep our models oper
ating and therefore verify whether we're dealing with an 
extremely low run or a late run that appears to be weak." 

Jody:Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. The series is 
sponsored by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
to provide .information about restoration activities within 
the. spill region. 

Editor's .note: Alaska Coastal Currents is an occa
sional feature ofrhe Homer News. 



_ Trustee Council plans work in sound 
Vanguard staff 

The Exxon Valdez Oil ·Spill . 
Trustee Council approved its work 
plan for fiscal year 1998, beginning 
October 1. . . 

The council voted Aug. 6 to set 
aside $13.1 million for research, 
monitoring and restoration projects 
for the Prince William Sound. Kodiak· . 

. Island. and Kenai Peninsula areas. 
·The majority .of research projects 
· funded by the council will take place . 
jn the Sound, many through the . 
·Prince William Sound SCience Center 
in Cordova. 

The FY98 Work Plan is the docu
ment that sets the Trustee Counc~ 
budget and identifies restoration pro
jects, scientific studies and adminis
trative duties for the fiscal year. 

The work plan includes $683,000 
for herring research in Prince 

· · William Sound and $2.3 million for 
the Sound Ecosystem Assessment 
(SF.A) project. The SF.A project seeks · 
to understand the dynamics influenc
ing pink salmon and he!Jing produc
tivity in the Sound. 

The work plan also provides fund-

VALDEZ VANGUARD 8/13/97:: 

ing for the.release of coho saimon in 
Boulder Bay to, create' a ~ubsisten'*; ·i 
fishery, production of a documentary 
about the subsistence \1.!\C of herring iri 
Tatitlek, and $150,000 ·to the 
Otugach School Oistrict to maintain 
a program which gets students 
involved in restoration science: 

. As part of the work plan, sockeye . 
salmon will be stocked in Solf Lake 
on Knight Islarid. The Council previ
ously funded a feasibility study which. 
concluded that Solf Lake could sup
port a salmon population. The work 
plan calls for stocking the lake with 
100,000 fry in 1998. - . 

A five-year project developing a 
new way to identify hatchery~raised 
salmon will receive another $141,100 
this year. The new method createS . 
identifiable marks on the carbone of 
salmon, allowing fisheries managers· 
to better understand which stOcks are 
returning and adjUst commercial har
vests accordingly. 

'Die council signed off on an addi
tional $12 million for a restoration 
reserve account, plus $2.8 million for 
administration, science management 
and public information, , ., 

. ' 

•r---------------------------~ 

· M~ner_':Park 
.study.not 
·yet funded 

City officials will have to wait until 
December :to· know· if their plans for an 
environmental· a.Ssessmen·t of vacant land 
in Mariner: Park· near ·the base o.f the 
Homer Spit will be funded . 

The Exxon Valdez. Oil Spill Trustee 
Council approved a $13 million list of 
projects that, for now, does not inc,lude 
the Mariner Park .. as~essment. The City 
aSked the oo'uncil for $100,000 to study 
th~·tidal flow, 'plants and bird species of 

· the arid; ·I 09-acre parceL · 
. The-land lost.its biol.ogi~,diversity 

·when the Spit·•Road"tut'·of'f tidal flow 
years ago: In the past, the. city has dug a 
·trench to supply jt with water. The trench 
keeps filling in, however, and the .city 
wants a more permanent solution. The 
c~ty hopes ·the study will provide the 
answer. 

The council's executive director 
approved the study. It will get another 
look in December when the council 
approves another $l.million in projects to 
fill out its $·14 million budget. 

HOMER NEWS 8/15/97 
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The.re's lc;>ts to do i·f-you d~n'twant to fish. 
LOG Staff 

OK. you're done fishing for the 
day, or y~m can't stand fishing but 
you've been dragged to Seward by a 
fishing fiend in human fonn. Now 
what? · 

Visit the Sewa~d Museum, at the corner of· 
Third Avenue and Jefferson Street. Operated .... 

·by the Resurrection Bay Historical Society, it 
attracts ·about 11 ,ooo visitors a year to its dis
plays on everything fro·m the 1964 earthquake, 
to an lditarod trail display (it started in 
Seward), to-the famous artist Rockweii·Kent, 
who spenta Christmas· on nearby Fox Island. 
in 1918-1919. · 

·• Drive to Exit Glacier and take a 
hike oil the outwash plain "i'n front of 
it, or an all-day 3 1/2:..mile rugged 
hike to the edge of the 700-square
mile Harding lcefield. The road to 
Exit Giacier, which is very scenic, is 
just north ·of town, next to Seward · -----~~--.-....-..,..--------------'-
Building Supply. . Some visitors may have a person- wind-swept, rainy bay, treat yourself 

• Take a hard hat tour of the al interest in displays about Seward's to wann, fresh-baked goods at The 
Alaska Seat:.ife Center, no.w under role in World War II, when it was the' Ranting Raven Bakery and gift shop 
construction. You'll see behind-the- siteoftheArrny'sFortRaymondand on Fourth Avenue downtown, or at 
.scenes areas dedicated to animai care, a number of coastal batteries. , The Miller's Daughter bakery in the 
and the building's imusual infrastruc- The museum~ a·srnall gift shop A-frame in the small-boat harbor .. 
ture, that won't be ope" to visitors !at- with some unusual items. It's is open . • Visit a bookstore. Reader's 
er on. You can see the·artificial en vi- 10 a.m.-5· p.m. seven days a week. .. Delight, with a large selection of· 
ronrnerits for marine mamnials and AdmiSsion is $2 adults, 50 cents age Alas kana, and hannonicas, is on 

· seabirds under construction. Tours 5-18 .. Monday, Wednesday and FourthAvenuedowntown. Northland 
stait from .the blue and white tent at Friday at 7 p.m. the museum offers . Booi.cs & Charts, at the .comer of 
the. soutliern end· of .the Seward slide shows about Seward's history ThirdAvenueandWashingtonStreet, 
Highway, which is called Third. and the Iditarod tniil. Admission is has hardcover fiction, nautical and 
Avenue in town. Tours are at 6 p.m. $2. outdoors books, and some maritime 
and 7 p.m. Monday through Friday, • Go bowling. Dreamland Bowl, supplies. 
and hourly from 10 a.m.-7 p.m .. at the foot of Fifth Avenue, is open · • Stickyouroverlyenergetic li.ttle 
weekends. The SeaLife.Center asks Thesday through Friday 1-8 p.m. kids in playgrounds. ~ere's one on 
for a SS.donation. . ' • Watch a movie. Liberty Theater, Ballaine BoulevardjuW~uth of the 

• Visit the Seward Marine on Adams Street between 'Third and baseball field, and:ariotlier on Third 
Education Building, alsO near the foot FoUrth avenues, advertises on Page 2 Avenue south of Ada'ms1Street. 
of Fourth Avenue. It's run by. the of the Seward Phoenix lOG. It usu-
University of Alaska Fairbanks ally shows a couple different movies 
Institute of Marine Science. The each day. Recorded info is available 
exhibits are especially suited for chil- at 224-5418. 
dren. They can see smatl aquariums • VISit an art gallery. Bardarson . SEWARD PHONEX LOG 
with sea cuctimbers, hennit crabs, Studio is in the small-boat harbor. 

8114197 and decorator crabs (they cover them- Resurrection Bay Gal erie is at the 
selves with seaweed), anemones, comer of Madison Street and Fourth 
starfish and sea urchins. There are Avenue. Resurrection Art Coffee 
game boards in which kids can test House Gallery is at the coiner of · 
their ability to identify the different Third Avenue and Church Stre'et. 
types of whales and fish. There's big Starbird Studio is on Fourth Avenue 
whale skull. And a gift and bookshop south of Adams Street. Fire & Ice is 
wilh some interesting stuff for kids. nearby on Fourth Avenue. Fjordland 
It's closed Monday and open 10 a.m.- Studio is on Washington Street at the 
4 p.m. the oth~r days. . foot of Fifth Avenue. 

• View the movie about the 1964 •VISit Kenai Fjords National Park 
earthquake, shown at the community visitor center in the small-boat ·bar
library at 2 p.m. Monday through , bor. Its bookstore, run by the Alaska 
Saturday. Cost is $3. The library is at Natural History Association, has 
the southeast comer of Fifth Avenue some unusual educational gifts and 
and Adams Street: books for adults and especially kids. 

• VISit the Seward Museum, at the • See the national park itself on 
oomer of Third Avenue and Jefferson one of the many tour boats that leave 
Street. Operated by the Resurrection from the small-boat harbor several 
Bay Historical Society, it attracts times a day. You'll find their offices in 
about 11,000 visitors a year 10 its dis- the harbor. · 
plays on everything from the 1964 · • Or try il sea kayak trip. One 
earthquake, to an lditarod trail dis- company's office is in the small-boat 
play (it started in Seward), to the harbor at Kenai Fjords Tours, the oth~ 
famous artist Rockwell Kent, who er is at the northeast·boat launch in . 
spent a Christmas on nearby Fox the Fjords Trading Post building. . 
'Island in 1918-1919. · · • While your spouse suffers in the 
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What others 
say 

Research still needed 
From ·the Anchorage Dail.y News ·. 

Eight years after the Exxon Valdez oil spill blackened. the state's 
shores, a host of biological mysteries remain unsolved: 
···Did _the spill contribute w the population crash that closed Prince . 
William So~nd's .Pacific herring fisheries from 1993 to 1996'! Is 
there ahy .way to m'odulate the wild swings in pink salmon runs that 
followed. the Exxon disaster'! Is there any hope of reversing the 
almost ~tastrophic deciine of the area's harbor seals, which were in 
trouble ev~n before the Exx.on Valdez's oil hit the .water? Why have 

. species of birds like pigeon guillemots and marbled mu.rrelets failed 
to bounce back'! · · · · 

Researchers have.been diligently trying to answer those questions, 
using part of the $900 million Exxon agreed to pay the state and 
federal governmenr1n damages for the nation's worst maritime oil 
disaster. . · · 

:_Exxon's yearly payments will stop in 2001, but the quest to under-. 
stand·ilie spill and curf!Jhec~3J1Tl itcause(t~:u~likely to be finished 
by then:, .That~s: why:_th~"_!it~t~ and J¢eral ;(rust.ees who oversee the 
restoration'work have been-,setting· aside.some. of the yearly damage 
payments for future use. ··· 
. One idea now making the rounds is to use that reserve to create a 
foundation that would continue restoration work after 2001. Given 
the unanswered questions about the spill's long-term impacts, hav
ing a way to continue studies and restoration work is a good idea:. 
The alternative is to burn up all the money on shorter-term studies or 
even more purchases of land threatened by logging and other devel-
opment.· · 

The trustees' long-term plan strik!!s a good balance. Immediate 
cleanup and damage repair have cost $213 million. Another $386 
million, 42 percent of the total, will be spent to protect habitat by 
acquiring land and development rights. Research and long-term res
toration work are slated to get $180 million. 

Under that plan, the reserve funds would total roughly $108 mil
lion. Managed carefully, that money would produce·several million 
dollars a year indelini1ely. The research work would be especially 
helpful, as even in the best of times the state is loathe to spend 
money on studies. that help manage our natural resources. 

No amount of money can undo what happened arter the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground. Bui the Exxon settlement can enable Alaskans 
to better understand the ecosystem that was damaged and to take 
better care of it far into the future. 
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Trustee CQIJn,cil funds Prince Willi a Ill Sound projects 
The EVOS Trustee Councif . of a docu- .· 

FY98 Work Plim includes $683,000 mentary 
for herring research in Prince- · about · -the 
William Sound and $2.3 million-for · subsistence 
t~ Sound Ecosystem Assessment · . u5e of herring
project. The purpose of the SEA -·in Tatitlek/ -
project is to understand the dynam- ·. -~ One hun
ics that influence pink salmon and <dred · ihou
herring productivity in the sound, - sand sockeye 
according to an Aug. 6 press · salmon fry 

·release. Many of the projects will · will be -Fish 
be coordinated by the Prince · stocked 'in :Pacts· 
William Sound Science Center~ _ Solf Lake o.n Jennifer 

The work plan also provides Knight I~land L.Strange 
funding for the release of coho in 1998 as a '--------' 
salmon in Boulder Bay to create a start to a five-year project develop
subsistence fishery and production ing a new way to identify hatchery 

raised salmon. The work plan pro-· ery this fall, according to the 
vides $141',100 for this project. The · ·Kodiak-based Alaska Fish Factor. 

. new method creates identifiable Brad Stevens, a crab biologist with 
- marks on the earbone of salmon,· the National Marine Fisheries 

allowing fisheries managers to bet~ 
.. ter understand which stocks are 

returning and adjust commercial 
harvests ·accordingly: Pinks with 

. earbone markings will return to the 
· sound in 1997 and 1998.. · 

Bristol Bay could 
see. big crab fisherY 

State and federal managers met 
in Kodiak last_ Friday to determine 
what the harvest guidelines will be 
in Bristol Bay'~ red king crab fish-

Service, called the season a "crab _ 
tidal wave just waiting to· crash 
down." 

Stevens said researchers first 
saw signs of the huge year class 

-about four years ago, and it's been 
building ever since. · 

This summer's survey revealed 
that the crab are now about fpur to 
five inches in size, meaning they'll 
be legal to harvest in two to three 
years. Most of the females have 
become mature for the first time 

this year, and are producing egg 
clutches, he said. 
· On the down side, Stevens said 
there's not much following behind 
this pack of crab: "There's r:othing 
smaller than about three inches, so 
after this big wave breaks, we'll be 
in the pits again." 

The Bristol Bay red king crab 
season is scheduled to open Nov. 1. 
Last year's harvest guideline was 
five million pounds, although the 
catch came in at about 8.4 million 
pounds. 

The average price was $4/lb, 
making the fishery worth $33.5 
million at the docks. 

_________ ....;.... __ ....;... ____ ~----~~~~~~~~==~-~~~~------~~~----------
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City looks .to , 
run hatChery 
By Eric Fry 
LOG Staff 

The city will try to ·negotiate a <;on tract with the state 
Department of Fish and Game to run the new shellfiSh 
hatchery here. · · . 

The city intends to subcontract all of the responsibili
ties to Qutekcak Native Tribe of Seward, but it's still an 
open question whether the city would ~ave financial risks. 

"We'll.take whatever Fish and Game require~ of us , . 
match it up with Qutekcak to make sure our risks;are : 

muumu," said City Manager Ron Garzini. · 
. The City Council voted 6-0 Monday to ask the admin- . 

istration to work on the contracts. 
Councilman Edgar Blatchford, who is Qutekcak's 

administrator, wasn't allowed to discuss the issue or vote 
because he has a conflict of interest, Mayor Lo'uis 
Bencardino ruled. · 

The administration would bring the agreements back 

the city would ·serve as prime con
tractor. 

If the council eventually turns 
down the contracts, the state's 
request for proposals wouldn't 

to the council for approval. And the come out until December, he said. 
council would have to find·that the ·"We're running out of money to 
~ity's interest is served by negotiat- maintain the facility." 
ing directly with Qutekcak, rather Money is the issue for everyone. 
than requesting proposals for art Qutekcak and Chugach estimat~ 
operator. ed that the hatchery would cost 

The city's action apparently will $280,000 a year to operate in its first 
delay·any·state:effort to request pro-. two years, and $357,000 a year for 
posals to operate the state-owned $2 the three following years, assuming 
million hatchery, the first of its kind growing staff, utility and supply 
in Alaska. It was completed in expenses. 
spring and has been sitting unused The hatchery is supposed to be a 
since then. · viable commercial operation, rais-

. Qutekcak and Chugach ing and selling baby shellfish, called 
Regional Resources Commission, a spat, to shellfish farmers in Alaska. 
Native nonprofit corporation, have· · The Native groups would have 
been negotiating unsuccessfully an advantage, they believe, because 
with the state for about a year and a they have several multi-year grants 
half. from government agencies to work 

When the Native groups lost the on shellfish projects. Qutekcak runs 
support of the Kenai Peninsula the only shellfish hatchery in 
Borough Economic Development Alaska, a small pilot program in a 
District Inc., which would have building on the Institute of Marine 
served as the prime contra~tor, the Science. 
state was ready to halt negotiations But Fish and Game doubted that 
and request proposals this month. all of the grants were firmly com-

The state's mariculture program mitted for each year. And 
manager, Bob Piorkowski, told the Commissioner Frank Rue told the 
council Monday after the vote that . Native groups in June that' their 
Fish and Game wanted a yes or no development plans were overly 
answer right away about whether optimistic while their estimates of 



expenses were low-balled. said the bottom line is that promises The Alas~a shellfish industry is 
Qutekcak responded that the are only as good as the financial eager to see someone open the 

state had misunderstood the grants backing of Qutek<;ak and its bond. hatchery. There are 55 active farms . 
and miscalculated the facility's like- Councilman Dave Crane said the selling about $350,000 worth of 
ly expenses. Qutekcak has submit- cify owes it to Qutekcak to try to product a year, according to the 
ted a detailed business plan. . negotiate a deal. Qutekcak· and state. . 

According to a draft contract, the Chugach first proposed the hatch- The problem is that Pacific oys- · 
prime contractor'would be respon- · ery and lobbied for it ters, by far the predominant prod-
sible for all the costs of operating · Bencardino said, "I think these uct,.don't ~eproduce naturally in 
and maintaini.ng the 9,370-square- people deserve it, and I think we can Alaska's cold waters. · · 
fQOt h~tchery; routine and long-term . put something together to protect Farmers must import spat from · · 

. maintenance and repairs for the · us.~ . · Outside hatcheries, but it isn't 

. entire project, which includes a Councilman Sni Cliuk said he · always available or of the best qual-
1,550-square-foot·research center; · was speaking as a member of the . ity, said Ray RaLonde, a shellfish· 
and reimbursing Fish and Game for· board ofdirectors of the taxpayers' · expert at the University of Alaska 
property insurance. · corporatj.Pn of Seward. . Fairbanks. "A farmer that does not 

The state would allow a subcon- . · . "I'm confident Qutekcak Native · · have control over his seed is in seri- . 
tractor, but the prime contractor Tribe can operate it successfully,' but ous trouble," be.told the council; 

. would ·be responsible for compli- I see no reason for the city to And the state prohibits all other 
ance with the contract. · . become involved just because it has shellfish imports, so species such as 

That was what scared off the ·been involved in the quasi-manage- clams or mussels also have to be 
Kenai ·Peninsula Borough ment of other facilities," he said. produced here. 
EConomic Development Distr.ic~ Clark said he preferred that the. In an interview, RaLonde said he 

· Inc., a government-funded nonprof- city help evaluate responses to a di~'t take a position on who should 
it corp~>ration. The EDD would state request for proposals. . . · run the hatchery. But he said 

. have had full liability with no ~nd- The administration.alsO support· Qutekcak is the only Alaska entity· 
ing, sa:id its president, Jeff Murphy, ed that option. The city doesn't with experience. 
in a May 22letter to Piorkowski. : know how to run a hatchery arid Qutekcak. is doing hi,gh-risk 

. Councilwoman . . M~rgar • would have difficulty understa~d- research with species that haven't · 
Anderson said she wanted an agTe~ iQg Qutekcak's buSiness anc;l devel- been culiivated befoi:e, he said/such· 
ment in which the city. was hell opment plans, Garzini s.aid. in a · as Littleneck clams and rocJ.c,~ops;. . 
harmleSs by Qutekcak. · · memo. . It's a very complex proeess.thaf: 

Councilman Jerry King wanted· · Qutekeak doesn't h·ave much requires trial and error, 'not book: 
to know if that was attainable. documentation of its performante . work, and they're starting to show 

· QutekCak has offered to bOnd itself. at its current facility, and some of results·, he said; "I think they've· 
But city attorney Brad Mey.en the grants may not bestabie, he said. done reasonably well." 
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HOMER NEWS 8/10/97 

Old data helps explain today's ecosystem changes
Editor's note: It has been eight years since the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 
To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Co1,.1ncil is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 
recovery within the spill region. The idea of this column is 
to explain, over-time, the many aspects of recovery and 
restoration and what it means .to the people who live, 
work and play in the oil spill region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

Everyone, consumers and fishers alike, knows the 
major species in the Gulf of Alaska have changed 
from shrimp and crab to pollock, cod and flatfish." . 

In 1995, fisheries managers reviewed 40 years of 
trawl data from the Gulf of Alaska to get a long-term 
perspective on the changes, and what they found 
appears to have been a major ecosystem shift. 

There has been a dramatic. and abrupt change in 
the n!Jrribers and types of species and their relative 
abundance. The data show it only took about two 
years: from 1978 to 1980, for all the major species of 
shrimp to decline and be replaced as the most abun
dant species by cod, pollack and flatfish. 

Shrimp trawl surveys began in 1953 as a way to 
monitor the effects of a growing commercial shrimp 
fishery in the Gulf of Alaska. The trawl survey, con-

ducted by the 
National 
Marine 
Fisheries 
Service and the 
A I a s ·k a 
Department of 

A~ 
c;()~-

~~-c~ 
Fish and ResUllblanii1I!XIVel'f~ hi £am Vltlsloll ~ 

Game, cast a 
fine mesh net . 
into the gulf waters a_hq. c,aught nearly everything in 
its path. During the e_ar~y· :Y,ears, only the main com
mercial species caught in the survey have been sorted 
and counted. : · •· .. 
· Capelin, an imporiiuit st_aple in the diets of many 
fish, marine manunals and seabirds, were caught in 
the trawl, along with hsh s.uch as cod, pollock, prick
leback, pacific sandfish and eulachon. Capelin was so 
abundant during the early years of the shrimp fishery 
the fishermen used to call it "fish contamination." 

The late 1970s shift affected more· than the com
mercially popular crab and shrimp species. Capelin, 
eulachon, pacific sandfish and prickleback are not 
conunercially harvested in the Gulf of Alaska, but 
they also declined. 

This indicates that the cause of the shift is most 
likely not commercial fishing, according to Paul 
Anderson of the National Marine Fisheries Service in 
Kodiak. "Whatever caused the change in composition 

probably acted in a similar way on sandfish and 
capelin," said Anderson.·. - ·· 

The shift in dominant species also brought with it a 
50 percent decline in biomass. Species such as cod, 
pollock and other gadids grow much larger as they 
mature than do crustaceans such as shrimp and crab. 
They feed on plankton as well as smaller fish. This 
means there is less food available· for other species 
that must feed on smaller fish. 

There are some indications that a change in ocean 
temperatures could. have something to do with these 
major changes. While there was .a two degree 
Fahrenheit increase in temperature in th~ Gulf of 
Alaska during the late 1970s, half way around world, 
in the North Atlantic, ocean temperatureS'idecreased 
by about two degrees Fahrenheit and fishers:.switched 
from cod to shrimp gear. 

The trawl survey data is remarkable because it has 
been conducted every year in the same way for over 
40 years. "We would have missed the· abrupt decline 
if we hadn't been doing the same surveys in the same 
way all these years," said Anderson. : 

The historic dataset could be a crucial tool as sci
entist begin focusing on changes in seabird and 
manne mammal diets~ a theme common to theories 
on their declines in the North Pacific. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 

., 
.... 
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Exxon council names 1998 projects 

vide facilities, equipment and sup
port for five research projects 

·studying pink salmon, rockfish, 
pigeon guillemots, harbor seals and 
river ·otters. 

Kenai River habitat improve
ments, sockeye salmon 
enhancement at Delight and 
Desire lakes arid research at the 
Alaska SeaLife Center in 
Seward are among$ \3.1 million 
in 1998 projects funded by the· 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council. 

• $11,000 to complete eval
uation of sockeye enhancement 
potential at Delight and Desire 

.lakes on the south coast of Kenai 
Peninsula; 

A decision to fund a feasibility 
study to restore tidelands at 
Mariner Park in Homer was 

· deferred until December. 

• $73,500 to enhance the 
pink salmon return to Port 
Graham; . 
. • $85,8'00 to evaluate efforts 
to increase spawning habitat in 

The council approved an addi
tional $12 million to go into a 
restoration reserve account and 
$2.8 million for administration, 
science management and public 
information. 

The plan approved 
Wednesday includes; 

• $491,000 for Kenai River 
.habitat improvements; 

Port Dick Creek. ·· 
The SeaLife Center will pro-

The council, funded by. the $900 
million civil settlement with 
Exxon, was created to help restore 
natural resources injured by the oil 
spill through habitat protection and 
scientific studies. · 

Shuyak Island: Haven in the wild 
Whether you are a sea ot- life in lheir natural habitat. Sea Shuyak Island was hard hit 

KODIAK DAILY MIRROR 
AUGUST 8, 1997 

ter, harbor seal, kay~~~. or , otters roll about playfully in kelp by lhe Exxon Valdez oil spill. 
fisherman, the calm inside wa-. beds. Humpback whales spout in in 1989. Since then, time, ·"'~'· 
tcrs of Big Bay in Shuy~ Is- . the distance, showing lheir nukes Mother Nature's ability to heal . 
land State Park are''i \\/~rider- · as they dive·in a feeding frenzy. and countless ·efforts by 
ful place to play .. · .. ,,,§T· •. HarbOr seals poke their heads up clean~up crews have restored 

I recen.tly, had th~, f.O,f:i~rl~te · ... ~c~}onall~ :to' survey lhe area the ~tline to its pristine natu
opportun•ty to spend foliC days ·. · WI.t!"!· :a. cunous. glance. Salmon raJ· beauty. Piles of white
kayaking and hiking.atiii~s re~ b~aic.through the surface oflhe washed driftwood line the ·. 
mote wilderness islano;·'~n ex- .•.. water with a leap into the air and rocky; beaches, and little evi--: 
perience I ~iHnot.;s&in>for:- .· m'0re than 121 species of land and dence r~mains ~f:,: lh~- disaster · 
get. With its emerala li-een . sea birds fly about in all. direc- that OCcUrred alJ_nost. a dec;;tde 
waters and mirror-like reflec- tions. ago. . . . . ,,,.·;yJ ..... :· . ': 
lions o(jagged r~kyJhqies, . . .~Generations of undisturbed life :, : }lelatively unfl~SAAY~ the.;:, 
Shuyak ·Jsl~d: is.}nqb'6~1 >a ~::\ Cl!H'~ seen iii abundanc~ in the ' reniote;~¥tildente~'lf6ft~huyak/'' 
ka ·aker~s:''aradise;'fb a.:::~~old{~'-wth'forest.S on Shu -ak Is- '·Isliilid·tias'man . o'offer{r:~-
ve~ · i~·x,th·e· \\f(ld,',)~• .·ol-t;-f~Kd~irere:/f~hon hike.~s.lilce ... ~g~f§,~_I(JC:: i~gisia~:::.:. 
recreatio~alists ?{,li.l,IJc,ip(is:: - ·c:· tiirei.~jf_th~ p~~es. of natu~ ~s- : .. t~~. @~-;,t~e ~ I~nd ::; 

Excellent f}shihg,·Cf.e~f::hunt- tQ!}':.back l.n 1-!llle... · .. ·· ·. . . . J:!()r!J~gh, W . , orts :; 
ing, rec_reational ooating;'hik- ·. i!iJ:~idden' frqin view, brown lietped'~cquire jy'"o(~:, 
ing and:~,ll~lif.e.,~.i~~~~Kvffe((~:~~~~.~~ .. ~,!~i4~l~c.~~Jaile4 .. ~eer:'::tl:i,g:~.~~:._ '.state·~ 
a boun,~Y.;,9f'adv,en.'!:'r~{;f~r.;;~:."J~~~~e\r·;lj.9J1l.r~" the: mat~r~: ~,~ t.ae~.~~~~; ·wei~~; 
chose w,thng to travel t<?:.this :·ra,nforest of the 1st and's mtenor, w,dl ~., Presery r futUre: 
northernmost island .in· the where six inches of moss cover generations of_ ::wildlife . 
Kodiak ·archipelago. Acces- the forest floor in a plush carpet and pe6pte to en _ ., : .. 
sible only by boat or :float of electric green. Bright orange <> ''' · · 
plane, Shuyak Island is de· · shelf fungus stands out like a bea- If you would /[~;'[riforma· 
serving of it's nickname, "The con in lhe heavily shaded forest. tion about visititifShuyak Is-
Distant JeweL" . · Fresh water lily ponds lie nestled land or r~nting ·one of the· 

Inside the bays, and along around almost every bend in lhe four public use cabins avail
the windswepc, rocky coast, trail and weath~rworn trees glis- able in the park, contact the 
visitors may discover endiess ten with a silver hue in the ran, Alaska State Parks office at 
opportunities to observe sea dom rays of sunlighl. 486·6339. · 

The Naturalist 
By Wonogi 
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. Spill council approves plan 

The Exxon Valdez Oil.Sp~llTrustee Coun<;il has ap- . 
.. 

proved its work plan for·'fiscal1998. The' council voted 
Wednesday to set"aside $13.1million for research:, 
monitoring and restoration projects for the Kodiak Is".· 
land, Kenai Peninsula andJ>rince William Sound areas . 

. The council signed off on an additional $12 million for . , 
a restoration reserve account, plus $2.8 million for ad· 
ministration, .sCien~e management and public i.Ilfornia-
tion. · ;:., · · 

~:-:. ; . .. . 

Daily News wire services ... 

. ~ ; · .. 
L...-..;....;.---~-.....---.....~-.....----:-------..;....;.-__;.,~. -·. ---· ....... . :, ' . ' 

. KOD.lAK DAILY ·~RROR AUGUST 4, 199T 

Porpois~·-die$ atSewar~ I---
SEWARD (AP).- A w.eek~old .male. pt>rpoise; hauiied .a( the· I · 

..... -··············--·-· --····- ..... Alaska SeaLife Center where it ,was sent after it wasorjJhaned and' j 
washed ashore at Juneau; . · ! 

Treatment w~ begun· at. the center e.ven though. a rehabilitation . ! 
unit is months away ;from. completion: · ·· ·. · .. 
. Authorities said the porpoise, the-first marine·mammal ~eceived at 
the center for treatm.el)t, died Friday after..spending four days at"the-· 
Seward center. · 

·The calf had been fed a high-fat, .high-protein diet and."was receiv-. ' · . 
ing round-the-clock attention. The center said-staff had climbed into 
the calfs pool, to keep·it company. · · · · · · 

Experts said the animal's chances for survival were slim, 

' ~- ' 
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lions, seals and puffins mostly. 
But I don't sell them. I really 
wouldn't want to be rejected and I · 

The Alaska SeaLife Center's don't like to sell things like that 
volunteer coordinator, Joan ---that I've made. I'd really rather 
Brindle, started as a volunteer, but . give them away. People always 
wa5 put on the payroll iQ June. take them, but I don't know if. 

$he said she "stepped in for . - they'd buy them," she said. . , 
Jim Pfeiffenberger because he . She's . taught fourth . grade~ · · ·· · -----·------ --

. neededJo go into the educational through 12th ·grade, :: middle .· 
department 'and start writing cur-. school, high school -and college .·. 

: rieulum:" •- · · ·. · courses, She.'s alSo ta.ught · art . 
· · Her :main responsibilities are classes,.but said, -"l'drather teach . 

tq m8Jte sure the' information tent science. That's my love.". . 
is staffed and volunteers 'are Among the . ~ore memorable · 

. where they need to be. . . experiences 'She's had te!l:chirig, · . 
. "But there's only so far you Brindle recalled ayery trusting . 

can stretch the few volunteers we middle-school scienee cla5s and a . · ··-- -- - ---
have; And they're good. volun:- Mr .. Wizard -styled "combusUon 
teers. They've . even 'brought experiment gone awry." . 
things in. Lamps, a chest of draw- . Joan BrJnCIIti · · She said she was demonstrat- · 

· ers, gasC>Iipe for the generator, ing the nece~sity of oxygen to 
ney even cut windows for the. but noY.. that be's 'old ·e'nough to fire, with lm experiment involv-

·. · tent~" she said. : · · · · be in day~care, it's 'time to get · ing flour and a jar with a sljort . 
Without volunteers, .the hard- back to-working. · rubber hose connected to it; · · 

hat tours and the volunteer-staffed "My mom decided it was time She'd cond~cted the' experi-
. tent have to be shut down period- for me to go back ,to work," she .. _menta /number of times, ·in the 
ically. said~ smiling. . · . . · same spot, without incident' and 

"We need· volunteers. We.have . ·"And right now; alU'm .doing expected no surprises: · · 
!lbout 10 key people, but it's. not is workin·g. ·I .. do just --an eight- But when she began to blow 
.enough. The volunteers we have hour.,a-day job, but the hours are into the tube, residue under the jar 
want to take vacations, and a lot from 12 p.m. to 9 p.m.," so that and in the tube ignited along with 
of them are going back to school . takes care. of most of the day. the. rest of the flour and sent t~e 
soon. A lot of them ate school- ' But when she's not working, lid of the jar, and a giant flame, . 
teachers," she said. "I go fishing all the time. I take toward the ceiling. . .. . . 

Now that she's back in the job my son fishing off the docks in No one was hurt in the minor , 
market, Brindle said the SeaLife the small-boat harbor for the little explosion, but the fire singed 
Center is looking like a very teeny fish. And we. go on a .lot of some of her students' hair as well 

·attractive place to work. . . little hikes~ We . went berry-pick- as her own. But rather than recoil-
"I'd really like to work there . . ing the other day and must have ing in fear, the clas~ was rather 

and I'll apply for a an educator's eaten a-couple hundred blueber- amused. · 
position, but every day we have ries." She said that was great, eat- "Wow. Do that again," they 
people bringing in job aj>plica- ing all those fresh berries in the chimed: · 
tions. There are people that are . woods. ·. "It's wonderful to have_·that 
camped out, just waiting for a "Then we got home- and I trust," she said. 
chance to get hired. They'd clean found littl~ maggots in all the She's also taught gifted and 
cages if they could," she said. berries," she said. , learning-disabled children. 

She also cooks at Resurr_ection Brindle. is orfginally from . Some of the learning-disabled 
· Bay Seafoods. "Whenever they Seattle and lias been living in students in her class, she found · 

need help. T~e crew. is nice to me. Seward for two years. She began out later, were labeled as such 
They're always giving me com- coming to Seward eight years because behavior problems inter
pliments because I'm the superin- ago, . for fish-processing work . fered with their ability to learn. 
tendent's wife. I don't know what · while she was working in college. And they taught her another les·
they'd say to me if I wasn't mar- She has a bachelor of science son about trust. 
ried to him," she said. degree in biology and a master's · "They stole half my equip-

Joan and Dave Brindle were degree in teaching from Seattle ment," she said. 
married three years ago in Seattle University. As near as she can figure, the 
and they have a two-year-old son, "And I've taken about every students disassembled some lab-
Bailey. kind of art class there is. I work oratory equipment and smuggled 

She had taken some time off in clay and with watercolors. I've it out of the school, piece by 
work while their son "was little," sculpted a lot of animals. Sea piece. 
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Orphaned porpOise dies despite help 
·By Eric Fry . 

LOG Staff 
'A DaB's porpoise found 

orphaned in Juneau early last week 
· died at the Institute of Marine 

Science .in.-Seward Friday, despite; 
around-the-clock efforts to care for 
him-

' ·:· The male porp:ois~. ·about 10 .
days old and weig\ting 30-plus • 
pounds, died of pneumonia, said· 
Vic Aderholt; marine mammal 
·curator at the Alaska .· SeaLife . 
Center, which cared for the ariimal . . 

It's riot certain, until further . 
stUdies are done, whetherpneumo- . 
nia was secondary to some other . 

. condition such as a viral infection, 
he said: The SeaLife Center's vet
erinarian, Dr. Pamela Thomi, per
formed . tlie post · m~rtein . in · 
Anchorage. . · ·_ · . . . . . . . Ellc _ . 

SeaLife Center staff kept the · · · · · · · 
porpoise, about three feet lol)g, in The young Dall's porpoise swims In a tank at the Institute of 
a small round tank with water that Marine Science. . 
partly covered his body; letting him 
move around and be buoyant, yet 
making it easy for him to breathe .. 

. Porpoises ace members of the whale 
family. 

Using a tube, they .fed him 
Zoologic, a non-dairy animal for
·mula used in aquariums for new~ 
horns, customized w'ith' herring 
'pureed into a very fine texture. 
"Herring is a good high-fat fiSh and 
is part of the Dall porpoise diet," 
Aderholt said. 

But caretakers knew that it was 
unlikely the little guy would live 
very long. ''It's very rare that these · 
animals make it, from this age 
group especially," Aderholt said. 

The porpoise was first seen 
Sunday, July 27 near the cruise ship 
dock in .. . Juneau, said Steve 
Zimmerman of the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 

People in a sailboat caught the 
pqrpoise Monday morning and 
used a Zodiac to bring him to shore. 
"When I got there it was sitting on 
a wet blanket," Zimmerman said. 
. Zimmerman took the porpoise· 

· to Southeast Alaska Veterinary 
_Clinic, where Dr. Melissa Edwards 
checked its he.alth. "He was doing 

OK at the tinie that he was present
. ed · here. And he was stable 
overnight," she said. 

Edwards kept him in her bath
. tub and tube-fed hiin throughout the 
night with a glucose solution to 
keep up the blood sugar. 

The Fisheries Service decided 
to send th~ porpoise to Marian Beck 
in Halibut COve, a woman licensed . 
to rehabilitate harbor seals. 

The agency's Auke Bay 
Laboratory, which studies fish, did
n't have ari available tank or the 
expertise to take care of the por
poise, Zimmerman said. 

The porpoise, resting on foam 
rubber and wrapped in moist towels 
in a big kennel, went as baggage on 
an Alaska Airlines flight to 
Anchorage ·Tuesday morning. 
Exposed skin was covered with 
zinc oxide to keep it from drying 
out. 

The porpoise was being trucked 
to Homer Thesday evening by the 

· Fisheries Service, accompanied by 
Edwards, when Aderholt met them 
at the intersection of the Seward · 
and Sterling highways. 

Aderholt assessed the por
poise's conditio.n. The porpoise 

hadn't fed from his. ·m·other for i 

days. Aderhcilt decided~i~'desper-
..-. ately needed nourishment'andto be 

in water. The trip to Seward would 
be several hours shorter than ·to 
Halibut Cove, so the porpoise came 
here. . · 

· SeaLife Center staff stayed with 
the porpoise ~round the clock, · 
feeding him every hour, until he 
di~ at about 8:45a.m. Friday. 

If the porpoise had lived, it 
would have been a difficult and 
long-term project for some institu"-
tion to reintroduce him to the wild. 
Porpoises aren't weaned from their 
mothers for two years, Aderholt 
said. · 

And they're very dependent on 
their mothers arid family groups to 
teac~ them how to feed and social
ize. "Essentially, how to survive is 
totally a lea.nted process with these 
animals," he said. 

Dall 's porpoises can be seen in 
Resurrection Bay. Big adults can 
teach six feet in length and weigh 
up to 300 pounds. Newborns are a 
third of adult length when they ' re 
born. They lie folded almost into a 

· U-shape in the womb, Aderholt 
said. 

I --··;-. 
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Warmer Bering, Gulf ·ofAiaska.water 
Js orie suspect in ~ysterious die.:.off 
By STEVE RINEHART 
Daily News reporter 

Murres and puffins, kittiwakes and 
. bald eagles are washing up dead on 
·beaches along parts of the Bering Sea · ., 
· and the Gulf of Alaska, according to · 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Just how many is not known, biolo
gist Vivian Mendenhall said, and the 
cause is a mystery, although biolo
gists are wondering if the deaths ar~ 
related to unusually warm tempera
tures in the:; northern oc~an this sum
mer. 

Reports from fishermen . and . 
mariners suggest the number of dead 

· birds is significant. "People are re-. 
porting they have seen 'a lot' of 
birds," she said. · · . · · · 

The agency· is trying to get a reli-
count, or a good estimate, andds:L .. ~: .'. ~· , __ 

. people to report dead bir.<li.~< Y :. • ·' '' 
.:-::.· _,. __ 

-"~<•hn•t1 die-offs are not uncommon 
.and don't' usua.Jly threaten overall 
. bird popUlations, Mendenhaij said. 
This is ·.the first widespread occur

. renee· since one near Seward in 1993. 
The murres and puffins have been 

reported between Gambell and 
Savoonga and parts of St. Lawrence 

. Island in the Beririg Sea, the agency 

said. Dead kittiwakes and eagles. have been 
reported along the Alaska Peninsula. from 
Chignik to False Pass. . 

It is unclear how eagles, with different habits 
than seabirds, fit into the pattern, she said 

Fish and Wildlife is collecting carcasses 
suitable for scientific analysis. But there may 
not be a simple answer, even after the birds . 
have been inspected. 

Something different or some different 
combination of things may be causing each 
die-off, Mendenhall said. Lack of food due to 
ocean conditions is one possibility. Some nat• 
ural or man-made toxin may be poisoning- the 
birds. Disease may be· at work. Oil spills, 
which can . kill · hundreds . or thousands of 

birds, are not suspected this time, she said. 
·· One suspect getting~ scientists' attention is 
the water temperature. , . · 

Since 1989 the central Bering Sea has av~ 
eraged about 39 to 45 degrees this time of' 
year, according to Russell Page, an ice and 
sea-surface temperature analyst with the Na- . 

. tional'Weather Service. In recent days it has 
been about. 48 degl-ees. ·.·. · . 

Near shore the water is usually warmer, 
and more so· this year, Page said. This week, 
coastal waters in Bristol Bay measured near
ly 61 degrees, more than 10 degrees above 
normal. · . ·. · 

Page said the water in the central Gulf of 
· Alaska registered neru:;ly 63 degrees recently; 
as watm as. the'Pacific. Ocean usually is south 

· . of Vancouver Island in slimmer. 

· Page draws his irlf"ormation from ships and 
· · -·~atelli~e-s!!:'I:he temperature records are spot

ty; ciependiilg on vessel traffic and cloud cov-
er, he: saidJ. · 

Water temperature directly affects marine 
plant and animal life, said Bruce Wing, a biol
ogist and oceanographer with the National 
Marine Fisheries SerVice in Juneau. . 

When it warms up, he ~aid, "primary pro
duction goes down and reduces food for sub
sequent steps up_ the food· chain." · 

· Wing said it's too soon to. know whether 
temperature or food supply is causing the · 
current die-off. But here's an example of how 
it could: When the water warms, the small 
fish that seabirds· eat swim deeper, where 
some birds can't reach them. 

The cause of the die-off may be indirect and 

may prove difficult to pin down, Wing said. 
The seabirds are part of an enormously 

rich North Pacific ecosystem, which supports 
a number of commercial fisheries and feeds 
many coastal people. Even if seabird die-offs 
have happenedWith some regularitY, itis im
·portant to find out why, according to Francine 
Bennis of the Alaska Marine Conservation 

. Council. · · 
· The council is an organiZation of coastal 

residents, fishermen and others whose lives 
and livelihoods are tied to the ocean, she said. 

·.The die-off may be . a signal that somethmg 
·has gone awry. Or it may simply prove to be 
a chance to learn ·about ·another piece of a 

·complex biological system, Bennis said. 
"The bottom line, to me, is that it is all con

nected," she·said. 
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Plankton provide, foundation for ecosystem research 
The SEA 

project marks a 
Editor's note: 'It has been eight years ~ince the Exxon . 
Valdez ran· aground in Prince William Sound, spilling 
nearly 11 millions gallons of Alaska crude oil. Time has 
since told quite a lot about the spill's long-term effects. 

· To help tell the story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 

. significant 
shift in scien
tific research. 

·AWA 
C.o~ 
c~ . Council is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 

recovery within the spill region. The Idea of this column Is . 
to explain, over time, the many aspects of recover;.·a~d. 
restoration and what it means to the people who live, 
work and play in the oil spill region. 

By JODY SEITZ 

Rather than 
resporid to the 
injury caused 
by the 1989 oil 
spill by pro- . 

· dudng more salmon, residents of the sound and sci
entists chose to study the natural forces that control 
the size of pink salmon and herring returns to the 

Each spring trillions of tiny plants and animals sound. , · -
turn sunlight into energy for the entire food web. . , . • , Dr. Tep Cooney, now the-lead scientist for the SEA· 

Thanks to the hatcheries. established in Prince program, was. a new fisheries oceanographer at the·· 
William Sound during the 1970s, scientists have a ·University of: Alaska Sea Grant program in 1970 
strong depth of knowledge when it comes to.the role ·when hatchery pioneer Armin Koernig came to visit. 
plankton play in the health of the ecosystem. Today, The. newly ·formed Prince William .·Sound~ 
the microscopic plants and animals are the basis of ·. Aquaculture Corporation was planning to release mil
ecosystem-based research to assess the sound's lions qf pink salmon fry into the sound ~d Koemig 
recovery from the Exxon Valdez oil spill. wanted to learn anything he could about the sound's 

Wild p'ink salmon runs were so poor in 1972 and ability to support the fry. Out· of that visit, a plankton· 
1974 that no commercial fisheries were held tho·se watch program arose at AFK hatchery and later-
years. Hatcheries were. built to help stabilize the spread to other hatcheries. · .. 
salmon returns to the sound and a plankton watch Oceanographers ·round that the abundance of 
program soon developed. spring plankton in the sound appeared to be related to 

The program has become the. cornerstone of the the strength of winds along shore. At first they 
Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA) project, which · thought that when winds along the coast were strong, 
scientists say links an. the major studit;:s of species the sound acted like a river and flushed a lot of the. 
injured by the oil spill. . resident plankton out. When the winds were calm, it 

was .. theorized, the sound was like a lake and retained 
the bloom longer. f'jow it ilRpears the inflow of wate~ .. · 
from the gulf also brings plankton into the sound. \ 

. The size ·of the plankton bloom was considered'" 
important because scientists thought if food was 
abundant, young fish could Jeed intensively. grow 
faster, and have a better cba~ce of escaping predators. 

But scien~isis also noticed that p.lankton could be 
more than just food for young fish. It also could serve 
to protect the salmon fry by distracting their preda
tors. Hatchery workers saw it before. Just as they 
released the salmon fry from tbeir pens, a mass of 
young pollock would suddenly appear and have a 
feeding frenzy. In 1994, SEA researchers found that 
pollock weren't eating justJry, they were also gorging 
on zooplankton right around the hatchery. 
· SEA program researchers noticed that walleye pol
lock, ·large fish. that have a mou.th gape of three or 
four.'inchers, were sco-oping up copepods, high-fat 
zooplankton about.the ·size of·a grain of rice. By eat
ing them instead of young fish, the· pollock ·actual'' 
get more energy per bite and fry have a better chant\· -··i 
of survival. ·. . · 

Researchers are continuing to study the plankton 
bloom, ocean currents and other forces which affect 
the annual returns of pink salmon and herring to 
Prince William· Sound. The SEA:project is expected 
to co'ntinue through 1998. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also produces the 
Alaska' Coasra( Currents radio program. 
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Subsistence 
hotline calms 
.concerns about 
. food resources 

... Editor's note: It has been eight years since the 
Exxon .. Valdez ran aground in· Prince William 
·sound, spilling nearly 11 ·millions gallons of 
Alaska crude oil. Time has since told quite a lot 
about the spill's long-term effects. To help tell the 

· story, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Is providing this column focusing on the ongoing 

· recovery within the spill region. The idea of this 
column Is to explain, over time, the many aspects 

. of 'recovery and restoration and what it means to 
the people who live, work and play in the oil spill 

. region. 

. By JODY .SEITZ . 

Immediately · after the 1989 oil spill, an 
. interagency group know~ as the Oil Sp!ll 
Health Task Force, was formed to test subsis
tence foods for hydrocarbons. ·For- the next 
seven years, the group tested everything from 
rockfish to mussels, clams. seals and ducks in 

. the spill areafor hydrocarbons. By 1991, most 
resources were pronounced safe to eat, except 

·shellfish 
from heavi-

·ly· oiled 
beaches. 

Among 
the subsis-
tence users, 
fear of cont- -~~~~-~t.&~mv.MrrollfPII 
amination , 
still lingers . . . 
in traditional harvest areas where otl remamed 

· on the beaches. Distrust' grew as hunters 
reported more abnormalities in animals they 

. wanted to take for subsistence. They reported 
corroded livers in seals, white spots on seal 
livers tumor-like fatty deposits 'on rockfish, 
abno~al behavior in birds and a series of 
other irregularities. 

There was no way for people to find out 
what, if anything, was the matter with the ani
mals .they saw or if the animal was unsafe to 
eat. 

"They were· worried about the abnormalities 
that they were seeing," said Rita Miraglia, oil 
spill coordinator for the subsistence division of 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 
"They were worried ab<>ut whether the oil was 

. aff,ec~htg animals· i~' some way tha.~. yqu 
, ·couldn't seen in those hydrocarbon tests. . . 
,-- ; ·there was i no established way for people 
; living in the bush to send in properly preserved 
. samples for a pathologist in Anchorage to 
examine. In 1994, the department set up a for

. mal sampling program to examine subsistence 
resources for disease and hazards to human 
health. 

"The idea was to give people an opportunity 
to have the abnormalities looked at by a 
pathologist," said Miraglia . 

The department established the abnormali
ties sainpling project in 19 spill-affected com
munities. Sixty-one. volunteers have been 
trained to prepare samples of animals to send 
to Anchorage for examination. There is a train
ing video and sampling kit in each co~unity. 
The volunteers have the proper chenucals and 
tools to correctly preserye a sample so that it 
can be tested in a meaningful way. 

Eight samples have been sent to the depart
ment So far none have been found with a con
dition that made them unsafe for human con-: 
sumption. Those who would like to find out 
about the program or send samples are urged 
to call the abnormalities hotline at 1-800-267-
2552. 

According to Miraglia, the department 
hopes to keep the program running as long as 
concerns exist. 

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and also pro
duces the Alaska Coastal Currents radio pro
gram. 



II·· 
l! 
II 
!I 
i! \ 

:I! 

·I: 

. ! 

ti. 

:i . 
.. ! 

,:, 

;!! 

' ~ : 

;·: 

,:; 

'...__, .. / 

PENINSULA CLARION AUGUST 3, 1997 ·· 

.Orp·ha.ned por·poise 
dies at.Sealife Center 
Chances· for surviva(were slim, say experts 

SEWARD (AP)- A week-old calf's pool, to keep it company. 
male porpoise has qied at the· · Experts said the animal's 
Alaska SeaLife Center where it was chances for survival were slim. 
sent after it was. orphaned and 
washed ashore ai June;n1. • 

Treatment was begun at the cen
ter even though a rehabilitation unit 
is months away fromcompietion. 

Authorities said the porpoise, the 
first marine mammal received at the 
center for treatment, died friday 
after spending four days at the 
Seward center. 

The calf had been fed a high-fat, 
high-protein diet and was receiving 
round" the-clock attention. The cen
ter said staff had climbed into the . 

'•: • • ," .' •c ' •- ~ · .... . ..:. 
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Se'alife center bUilds staff 
The Alaska Scalife Center in Seward has hired Victor Aderholt 

. as aquatics direc_tor and Les Thomas as assistant aquatics director. 
Aderholt was previously supervisor of animal care with Sea 
World in Orlando, Fla. ·Thomas was director. of husbandry at 

:Underwater World in Minneapolis. 





• KODIAK ISLAND 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE 

• GIFTLANDS 

"Donating problem 

properties to The Con

servation Fund wasn't 

our only option ... jusr 

the smartest one." 

William D. Ruckelshaus, 
Chairman, Browning
Ferris Industries Inc. 

Making the Refuge Whole 
The Fund weaves together key habitat areas to protect big bears and salm'on. 

A
laska's Kodiak Island National 
Wildlife Refuge earns superla
tives for its giant brown bears. 

but small inholdings jeopardize its in
tegrity.A joint U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Senice-Conservation Fund effort set the 
stage for a historic purchase of inhold
ings in 1995. With its partners, the Fund 
has protected 6,300 acres of inholdings 
-more than half of the initially identi
fied th~eatened small parcels that are es- · 
sential to the refuges rhythms of life. 

In a remarkable show of support for 
Kodiak, the Orvis Company and 500 of 
its customers pledged $100,000 as a 
challenge, helping the Fund secure pri

Visitors boost the economy of Native communities. 

vate and federal grants of more than $50,000 
for land protection on Kodiak. The 1996 con
tributions-of many partners to the Kodiak 
campaign demonstrates broad support for a 
common goal. In addition to On,is and its cus~ 
tomers, The Conservation Funds Kodiak part
ners include :the· Native. community:.the An.~ 
heuser-Busch·Companies, the Camp Fire Con
serY<lliO!) Fund, the Kodiak Brown Bear Trust, 

' the :--.Jational Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife SerYice. and the Weeden 
Foundatiqn. 

Illustrating another facet of its Kodiak acti\·
ities, the Fund continued working with the 
Native community of Old Harbor to protect an
cestral lands while helping to create a sustain
able economy. With support from the ARCO 
Foundation, the Fund bought six sea kayaks 
and donated them to Old Harbor. The reintro
duction of sea kayaks to this traditional mari
time culture is aiding the. gro\\lh of heritage · 
tourism. 

CORPORATE STRATEGY IMPROVES BOTTOM LINE 

Innovative approaches convert .surplus property into cash . 

. Bill Ruckelshaus was not 
thinkingof charity when 
he called The Conserva-· 

Lion Fund. The chairman· of 
Browning-Ferris Industries Inc. 
(BFI) was thinking bonom line 

cultural properties to industri
al. commercial. and residential 
buildings. 

· and.looking for inno\·ati\·e a·p
proaches to convening surplus 
real estate into cash for his 
company$ core business. . Wil/i(/111 D. Rw:hclslwus 

In a form of conservation 
alchemy, the Fund transforms . 
receipts from its Property Dis- . 
position Service into protected· 
naturallandsc1pes and historiC 
landmarks acwss America. 
Thats the type l1f conversion 
that appeals w ~~ businessman . Ruckelshaus enlisted tlic 

. Fund as 13Fl's m~strategist. Over the past 
decade~·the Fund has helped corpnra.ti,,ns 
such as AT&:T: lntcn~atiL1nal Papei',-Lukc11s. 
Inc.. Pfizer I he.: and The Sun ky \Vn1~ks di~
P•1Sc nr illl11\' than·S ll10 millinll in 1\';ti,·~[;l[c' 

;t~scts-fr,1111 r;tw Lllld. timber. c<d. Jllll ;tgri· 

and conse rYationist like 13i ll Ruckelsha us, 
wht1 sen-.:~s with 26 other business leaders L11l 

the Fund·s Corpl1rate Council. 
- The C'nsen·atit1n f-und j11\''·idcs a Ct11ll'i-· 

dL'Ill i;tJ a~~L'~SI1lC11l of diSj1<1Sil i1 1 11 51 ratcgic,; 

f,,r surplu~ real c·~utc. 
c__ ___ _,___ _____ __.:. _ __.:..:.:._____, ______ -------------------' 



ORVIS CHALLENGE 
SUCCESS 

In 1996 The Ccms~rcation· Fund 
:tr.d the Or\'is Company teamed 
up to raise more than '5150.000 
to prc>tect the unique wild re
sources of Kodiak Island. Alaska. 
\\',:thank the Orcis Company 
and its customers for their gen
erous support_. 

Kodiak Conservation 
Council 
(Contributors of S 1,000 and ova) 

judith A. Anderson 
janies E. Butler, Jr. 
La\\Tence Flinn, Jr. 
Don and Mary Garner 
Sally Hunter 
john F. Kauffman 
Renee Porter 
Stan and jean Smock . 
Edmund A. and jennifer Stanley 
The Ronald Tanouye 

~lemotial Fund 

Kodiak Conservation 
Patrons 
(Cmtributors of 5500-$999) 

Susie Bridges 
Dr. jane S. Colburn 
Charles Haber 
john C. Heinrichs 
Latham B. Murray. M.D. 

\Lucille Renshaw 
~lr. :md Mrs. \Vendd A. Wit by 

Kodiak Conservation 
Associates 
ICHJtlibutors of Slt'0-499) 

.-'.ncmymous 

.>.lc,ha Inc. 

.>.m~rican Classic Pro,isions Inc. 
Christie Anderscm 
~lmha E. Atherwn 
.>.tbs Asia. Inc. 
Gary Atwell 
~kredith B. Babbc>tt 
D.tdd B. Ball 
~l.tcblcne K. B:irb,·r 
Eu~c·ne C. Balllcs 
\·~r~inia K:l)' Ba)·ncs 
P.tul .-'..Beale. M.D. 
[l,,r,>thyW Bell 
r.~nnis R. Bells 
l'.uill·b Pc>pe Bis,;,in,·ue 
.>.ndrew M. Blum 
J.m,·t L.Bochslcr 
P.nncia Bodiford 
L;,.,,rge R. Bolin 
ktfc-r\' L. llournes 
:\:fr,·d W Brand 
L;:n.l \!. llrod 
1':\•\\·n',; Ri,·er ~liddk :-;d"'"l 
lt: .. !llh \Vtll:-il)r Bn11.: .. : 

F:,·nd:~ Bulbrd 
C.•llulhs 
.\ \luchdlllurf .. r,l. lr .. ~1.1 l 

1.;.-k .\ 11111'11:' 

R,,n:tld ll. !lush 
Dr. .mel 1\lrs. j<>sq>h j. Call:~n:in 
:Inn \V Cunphdl 
\lr. :md ~Irs. l;:try .-'.. Ctncr 
Cmthia M. Ch:q>m.tn 
Tc'IT~nct' h:. Clark 
\l:uY E. Clemesh:t 
Rc>sc Comerfc>rd 
Da\'id J. Ct1t>k _ 
Jc>hn S. Corogin 
Admiral Ralph \\-: (,>usins. 

USN (Ret.) . 
Esther C. Cramer 

· Robert E. Crompton. M.D. 
Alben A. Csellar 
tvbtior\ L. Cubberfey' 
.janies F. Cubbidge 

. CeciiS .. Cummins 
William H. Darden 

··_.t--hud Dewhurst 
Dudley P. Digges 
Sara H. Dinius 
Richard j. Dreyer 
Thomas 0. Duff. Jr.· 
William o: Emde 
Verna I. Enyeart 
Charles H. Erhart. Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Earl E\'ersole 
Frances. Fahler 
E\'elyn Fallowfield 
Nancy 0. Fanning 
Brian S. Feeley 
Joan E. Fehl and Jessie Fehl 

Harnish 
Donna M. Ferenc: 
L. Louise B. Fisher 
Marlene Foard 
joAnn Fortier 
Allan W Fulkerson 
Peg,gy M. 1-uller 
john C. and L. Allison Garde 
Charles .E, Garris 
john R. Gilbert 
G. Sheldon Green 
Henry L. Hall. Jr. 
Gladys I. Hanley 
Paul H. Hardy 
Richard H. Harvey 
Martha Coolidge Ha,·iland 
\\:.-'.. Ha,iland. Jr. 

, Dr. and Mrs. E.f Hecklau 
Frances V Heffner · 
Paul F. Heymann 
\Vilma E. Hogg 
Stephen A. Horn 
Eli:abeth L. Hoyt 
Ndlie Hughes 
CR. Hullihen 
Hullihcn Family Rc,·cx:able 

Livin)\ Trust 
Robert B. Ingles 
Eli:abeth Ann jackson 
Judith A. Jaeger 
:\n')e K. Jeffrey 
R.F Johnson 
Harold JeHle'S 
Diane ]t>y 
1\l:lnnn D. 1\iekr 
\l:lrgarrt 1\il)\orc 
l:li:;~hrtit i':PrllcTI 0:Ht" 
h:~·IT~- \\: h:dc·h · 
"llt<>ill:b J. J..:u,·ltl II 
Iiiii. l.:~ng;:un 
( ;~·n11:11lh' l..tu~·.hh1: 

llillllc'l" \1. Lr:~t·h 

c~nharin ... · E. L~dgttt 
Ri~...·h;lrd L~...·,,·Jndt\W::-i"i 

~Liry L. 1 . .:\\·is 

.-\nhur \V 1_,1\·rll. lr. 
..1•'1111 ~1. l.und;t,·n 
~h,nica ). ~I;Kc 
\\:1~. ~bc·Grce,·y 

Dclxnah E. \ bk'Y 
h::nherine H. ~Iarin 
P:Hri.:ia Marriott 
~Lis<m Shc>e ~bnub.:turing 

Company 
james and BarbJra Mallhews 
Roger K. Mattingly 
Martha C. Mautner 
William L. Mclean Ill 
Ted R. McVey 
Jim and Meg Meiklejohn 
Nina P. Mitchell 
M.K. Mortis Re,·ocable Trust 
F~ith C. Morrison 
Margaret A. Morrow 
Marion.R Morse 
Glenn and Betty Murphy 
Irene J_ Mumy 
Joanne K. Murray 
L~tham B .. Murray. M.D. 
Nimrod Fishing Adventures 
Donald U. Noblelt. 
~Irs. Leon A. Nolen 
Thomas S. Noneman 
Edith H. Q,·erly 
Rc>bert E Owens 
Franklin Parker 
Jc>sqJhine Palmer Parrish 
~!arion N. Pcrkms 
Peter Pfouts 
Charles and Judith Pierce 
Susanna E Pin\'ldl 
~bry Pat Pirnrr 
Jc>hn ll. Plum 
PclSt ConHniss:n")" 
Pc>wer Protecllc>n Systems. Inc. 
Phyllis B. Pric~ 

·Gaynrll f Prisoc·k 

D<II\>Jhy t-.-L L Putman 
William H. Rea 
Maryke C. Reeder 
Enc>s Richardson, Jr. 
Mary Ewell Roe 
justin T. Rogers 
l'eg,gy Lee C. Russell 
R~b.:cca J. Sanderlin 
Stephanie B. Schmidt 
Ernest Schutian 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W Sch\\·albe 
Beverly H. Severance 
Edgar C. Shanks 
Steven C. Shipp 
Rita L Simonton 
Doris M. Smith 
Eleanor T. Smith 
Henry H. Smith 
Mrs. Harry Starr 
Jean R. Stone 
Wesley J_ Streed 

. Harriet W Sullivan 
Dr. Jane B. Taylor 
Captain and Mrs. Richard T. 

Thomas 
Thomasville Gallery of Yonkers 
Mary L. Thompson 
Ann A. Titus 
Jane B. Tracy 
Miriam S. Utgoff 
Mary Jane Verner 
Viansa'Winery & Italian 

Marketplace 
Mary M. Wade 
R.P. Warnock 
Mark H. Waugh 
Barbara E. Weidner 
Caroline S. Welz 
PJtri.:ia L. Wessinger 
Susan S. White 
Richard c. Whiting. Sr. 
James Y. Whittier 
Herman N. a~d Pat Wisenteiner 
Earl f Wolf 
Nora G. Wolfe 
Ruth B. Workman 
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Bird 
expert 
wants to 

·:;~.-do :··it-:·~all 
. ·, . . ....... ·. 

- -· By Roger Kane -

·_,,LOG Staff - .. , . , -

B(!lieve it: or· not,- it snows 
every day in Florida .. · 

At least __ in __ the _ P,enguin 
encounter··at 'Sea Woi'ld, said 
Tiffani Tho-nipscin, a new avicul
turist ·at the Alaska SeaLife 
Center. _ · , · :· , .- . 

"I'm. ___ re~-lly . excited·.~about 
-what's going on. I quit my job at 
Sea World of Florida in the end of 
May and arrived here May 28. 
We're not 'getting any birds until . 

.mid-September and this is the 
· longest time-in thelast 12 years ' 
that I've been without animals' in·. 
my life. And it's driving ine. 
crazy," stie said. · 
. Accurate record-kec;ping is 
vital to_ any organization and "I 
understand the need for records 
but I feel a lot more motivated 
when I have to go clean an exhib
it, than I do when I have to write a 
letter," Thompson said. 

'"Right now we've been doing 
permits and getting together the 
supplies we need for the birds. 
We're working closely with the 
rock artists to make the exhibit the 
best that it can be. And we're try
ing to set up communications with -
other Alaskan groups or visit with 
those that work with animals. 

· "We want to rriake sure we can 
all help each other work with each 
other to shar'e our information and 
knowledge, since we're all work
ing for the benefit of the animals. 

_The well-being of the animals 
always comes first," she said.-

"This is to learn about what's 
in our backyard. So little is known 
that this place will set protocols 
for animal rehabilitation used all 
over the world. 

.\'There are already -some,great 
rehabilitation centers in this area, 
but they !Jlay be overburdened 

. and we'll be able to divide up that 
overload," Thompson said. 
. She said the bird exhibit "is 
going to have the deepest pool of 
any exhibit in North America.- It's· 
designed. to look like what you'd_ · 

. expect to ~ee in.R~urre~tion Bay. -!. 

· ~ere will be ~8 nesiing burrows 
.. _ . for the birdsYit~s just going to be-·: 

awesome." 
· Nothing has be~~ carved iii

stone. at this point, but Thompson 
is antidpating-Jufted puffins, 

··.·' pigeon guillemots· and maybe 
common murres. 

.· "Hopefully dciwn the line, 
we'll have.harlequins, eiders and 
mar,be other alcidines," all of 
which are diving birds: 

"And if we get other non
releasable birds we'll try to 
include them in ·our' collection " • 
she said. . _ 

."We will have some liv~ fish 
in· the· exhibit_ that they will be 

· • i. a!Jle to -hu:ni and we:re l<>aking at 
_ a local distributor for frozen fis'h 
· ._, clams and krill: They'll probabl; 

get two or three feedings a •day 
when the days are short, and prob
ably four when·the days are long. 
f.nd when we-feed them, we'll be 
doing question-and--answer ses
sions with the guests, to try and 

. answer as many questions as we 

can," she said. 
·Thompson has been working 

with animals for 12 years. "I 
began working with primates and 
tigers._ I'm not sure how I got to 
wor:k with birds, but I'm happy 
about it." . 

She said while in college she · 
was always taking animal~ home 
with her and at one time had three 
baby tigers living with her, as well 
as a spider monkey and a black 
and white rough lemur. 

"My career began at Florida's 
Cypress Gardens, right out of 

·high ·school. For me I was work
ing a 40-hours-a-week job and 
decided to stay with that. I was 
lucky to figure out what I wanted 
early." She said she has taken col
lege courses in psychology, math . 
and English, but has no college' 
degree. 

Tlffanl Thompson · 
- . "Work in this field has taken 
me to Japant Venezuela and here. 
And I do.feellucky to be where 
I'm at. Compared to Florida, this 
is another country. Florida is so 
flat," she said. 

"In Japan I worked the bird 
show for the World's Fa'ir. I was 
working with macaws. They did 

. math problems, played hide-and
seek and rode bicycles. It was 

:wonderful. I lived there (Osaka) 
eight months and would go back -
in a -heartbeat. I went to Kobe, 
Nara and Mount Mino;" she said. 

It was on Mount Mino that she 
· was introduced to the Japanese 
macaque.-A primate; She said the 
climate there is temperate and the 
primates live in the mountains. 

They ·are bold critters and "if 
you have food in your purse, 
they'll steal it. They'll jump in 
your car window" and she said 
they often work in pairs, with one 
of them creating a diversion so the 
other can make off with food. 

"It's kind ofembarrassing to 
be outsmarted by a monkey, but 
that's OK," she said. 

Her trip to Venezuela was as a 
· consultant to zoos~ and she said 
the consultants were trying to 
~eighten awareness. of better ways 
to care for caged animals, better 
diets, and enrichment ofthe ani~ 
mals'lives; 

"Down there working in a zoo 
is· the l_owes\ job on _the totem 
pole. And if an animal is worth 
more money tha11 it is in the zoo, 
the animals are sold on the black 
market. 

"I• was very beneficial to see 
some of the keepers who- cared, 
learning from us, but it was also 
depressing to know that the three 
weeks I spent there wasn't gonna 
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change 200 or 300 years of think-
ing. It was. also hard dealing with 
the devastation of the rain forests. 
There are only pockets of the rain . , 
forests left. And you see large 
groups of primates trying to sur
vive in fragmented forests, com
peting with macaws for berries or 
fruits." She said because of the 

,. competition and loss of habitat, . 
the primates will be forced to live 
in groups, resulting in isolated 
gen:e· pools ·and inbreeding, and · · 
e~entually'tbe species will get · 
weaker and weaker. · 

Thompson lias also worked 
with puffins on the East Coast,· 

. wh~re they were }lunt~d ~o extinc-· . ·· 
tion in Maii:ie. ·, · . 

· She said you~g puffins were 
brought in • from Canada and 
Greenland and imprinted . on .. 
Maine's Seal Island. 

She s~id the puffins are re- · 
establisbing:themselves there and :' · 
as a memper ofthe Project Puffin 
team she: did the "most roughing- .. , ' 
it rve ever done." 

. . She said she spent three weeks 
on Sear Island, sleeping in a tent; 
using an outhouse, a solar shower. 
and eating Maine lobster fresh 

. from ttie sea. 
~It was so good, ~ometimes we 

had three or four a nigJtt." cour
tesy of nearby fishermen, she said .. 

While in Alaska; Thompson 
said,· "I·Vfant to do everything 
Alaskan. l want to see Denali, the 

·Aleutians, Kodiak, and I'm sure 
,When winter comes l'n want to go. 
to Hawaii. 'lwant to see an orca, 
caribou, bear and a walrus. 

•"I think I'll be here at least 
five years. But I want to see as 
much of the world as I can. There 
are so many beautiful places. I 
don't want to end up saying 'I · 

.. wish I had .. ~ I wanna be able to . . ... 
. say, 'I'm glad I did it. I'm glad I ·. ·. 

did it."' 

'.,. 

. · .Eric Fry/lOG photo 

.. Not yet ftrong enough to make the fllghtto the sea, this six
week-old m~rbled murrelet was. brought to the Institute of 
M•rlne Scl.ence ,after It was found along the edge of the Seward 
H~ghway.at Mile 12, July 20. The bird was most likely making Its 
flrstfllghtfrom the nestto the coast It was kept overlilghtand 
released on the· east side of Fox Island, where about 20 mar· 
bled rr~u~!JI'~ were spotted. SeaUfe Center avlculturlst, Tiffanl 

. Thompson, .said although the ASLC Is not ready to·accept 
birds needing rehabilitation, they took the·murrelet because It 
Is~ a priority species. · 
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First, Do No More Harm 
Restoration of the S?und begi11s .with ha~itat conservation 
by David Grimes 

' ·. . 

H<iw nre yve Alaskans' doing i~ our eiior1s 
to learn the le~sons of the .Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spilt and assist in t~e prevention and 
restoration of . wounded ecosystems? The 
EVOS . Truc.tee Council, · the official 
government-designated healers for "the 
wounded patient that is the oil spill region, 
have managed over the yea~ to give away : 
one half of our billion-dollar fund earmarked 
fcx.·restcxation to pay for S<Kalled science. 
This science, if it's any good. will only tell us 
two things we alre;tdy know: prevent oit spills 

· and pr04ect hnbitat _ 
· SSOO million for. scientists suggests that 
they. not the Prince William Sound 
ecosystem, were the injured party. Like 
paparazzi descending on Princess Diana, we 
continue to photograph and harass the real 

. patient, learning the 20 different ways oil kills . 
a seal's brain· ·and spending a fortune in 

· restoration funds to make artificial aquarium 
rocks in Seward look just like the real 6nes 
()Litside in ResUrrection Bay. This sort of 
research in lieu of action is unconscionable. 
To call it restOfation is criminal. 

Direet recovery· of the ecosystem from oil 
spill injuries yvill mostly be the healing work 
or lime and Molher Nature. So as human 
healers. we would do well to follow the first 
two lines of the Hippocratic Oath: first, do no 
(morel harm, nnd second, trust in Nature's 
own innate healing abilities. Our task is to 
prattice the gospel of preventive medicine, 
by preventing oil spills and protecting 
ecosystems from.further harm. There is much 
todo. · · · 

After public outcry. the Trustee Cbuncil has 
in the last few years finally engaged in 
genuine restcxalion, through the purchase of 
habitat prO!ections in the oil spill region from 
the landowners, mostly Native Corpot"ations. 
Clearcut logging beCame . epidemic in . the 
region a~er the oil spill and it is no joke that 
while we sat around studying the patient. her 
legs were being chopped off. The region's 
forests are home to salmon and many other 

. creatures threatened by oil spills. Whatever 
one thinks of the merits of logging in Alaska's. 
coastal forests, where trees are at the northern 

. . 
. ' ' . 

-~Ciearcu.t logging bee.ame .... 
epidemic in the reJJion .after ,the.~:~~~~( 
oil spill and it is no joke that' while~-:. 
we sat ·around studying the:_ . ·:··.:::::~-~·.: 
patient, her leg·~ w_ere being -~.,;:;~~/ 
chopped off. ·· ''(: 

. : L . .. ,. 
. end of their range, this is forest m-ining. These restOfation effOftS .is that the Trustees have 

clearcuts will not recover to be harvestable refused to do C()f'lsE!cvation deals unleSs ~ 
forests again for many lifetimes. . · were able to buy considerable amountS cl t(;e 

It's if1ll011ant to remember that, in its natural . Native land outright This. was a hard pill to 
state, Prince . William Sound, perllaps the swallow for those. ~ti~e landOwnefs_,who .· 
· fi~t marine ecosystem in N<Xth America, is genuinely wished rri be a part of restoration; 
already highly developed and productive, an but· nO! at the expense or selling ~ 
extra<Xdinary ·offering of forest, fish, wildlife ancestral lands. . :: . ·. • .· I_ 

and beauty. Its bounty, placed in jeopardy by Are there any· ocher. ~reats .io. the Pr( ,· 
oil spill or dearcut, is not to be squandered for William Sound region todayl On either slOe 
the sake of·a few quarterly reports but to be Of the patient we have !he equivalent~~ 
enjoyedby many generations inperpetuity. · fll()(e oil,spills about to happen. On the west 

By purchasing timber rights and other we plan to spend $60 million enlaiging the 
. conservation easements,· we prevent further · Whittier tunnel ~_that ~ mill \on ~ ~ 
hann. AncHor perhaps the fi~ time since the a year can trash that side cl the Sot.ljf. . 
enactinent of ANCSA, Native corporations Numerous species injure? by the oil ~U ~ . 

. are able to be a part o( the cash economy by not recovenng. They Will not be aided fiy 
protecting, rathef than exploiting, the life and tearing a big hole in the west side o( .. ttie 
spirit of land and water. This is a boon to hospital's mosquito net. However, the s&at~s 
Alaska's indigenous peoples who, unlike any Whittier Access Project EIS, a.~~~ 
other American citizens, are forced to have several inches thick, ~ ..... ~~';!(..~ 
their tribal lands and heritage regarded as 
corporate assets. The negative aspect of these 



sentences to the oil ~-:if :~hich it then claimS The coal fields be!OIN • he forests above 
happened over in e eastern Sound. N are currently being set for invasion by 
Somel:xxfy.should teacp t~ folks how to .~ugac:h. Alaska C~ .•. a regional Native 
read a map. As for those actually <:harged with ~o:i.P_oratiQ(fihat has lost h\lndreds of m!llions · 
protecting the pati~nt, mOst of the Trustee . of OOIIars in its short career and is just 
Council's governing agencies have signed off emerging from itS second bankruptcy. v.Jhile 
on the Whinier Project. completely ignoring Chugach has historically failed to provide 
the cumulative harm. as if it were happening dividends for its Native shareholders, it 
somewhere in eastern New Jersey. · nevertheless has provided lucrative short-term 

On the other side. east of PWS .. is the employment for a few folks, primarily 
Copper River Delta ecosystem, every. bit as management and subcontractors. through 
remarkable and threatened as the Sound. The destructive and· unsustainable resource 
salmon runs of the Copper River are world- extraction. (Chugach shareholders received 
renowned, and· the Delta, considered the no dividends from recent clear cutting at 
most important habitat in the Western Panon Bay on the outer coast of PVVS, but the 
Hemisphere for shorebirds, serves as a key timber subcontractor is flying a new lear jet.) 
staging area for over 16 million shorebirds In concert with the Whinier invasion. 
and a significant portion of other Pacific coast Chugach plans to construct a 25-mile road off 
flyway waterfOINI populations. The Delta the Copper River Highway east of Cordova, 
region hosts nearly the entire population of crossing a hundred salmon streams to access 

. Dusky Canada Geese and the largest its lands for clear cuning and strip mining. The 
c.oncentration in North America of both corporation and its shareholders wilf post 
nesting trumpeler swans and beaver. as well losses once again, but not before despoiling 
as almost the entire spectru,m of la'be Alaskan one of the world's great sanctuaries for fish 
terrestrial and marine mammals. .. and wildlife, in a region still recovering from 

Side by side, the Delta and the Sound are the oil spill. Ironically. the great majority of 
historical twins. Cordova. at the junction of Chugach shareholders can't even claim 
the two ecosystems, was the Valdez of the ancestry to the coal field country. Of those 
1920$ and '30s. serving as the terminus of an who can, the -Eyak ~le are adamantly 
enormously lucrative railroad pipeline doYm opposed to the desecration of their ancestral 
the Copper River from What was at the time lands. 79-year old Marie Smith Jones, Chief of 
the world's richest copper mine at Kennecott. the Eyak Nation and last Native speaker of the 
Copper transmit~ the electricity generated by Eyak language. laments the possibility that 
oil and coal. which ironically bring-; us to the future generations' children will not be able to 
Bering River coal fields of the eastern Delta, enjoy the beauty of the land and wildlife she 
and the question of whether. the Delta must knew as a child. Keep the patient healthy, she 
nqw extend its historical parallels with Prince advises. 
William Sound to include an envirOnmental Without having to sell away land, Chugach 
disaster similar to the oil spill and the Whinier Alaska Corp. can certainly find lucrative ways 
invasion. to create shareholder dividends through 

The Berinf River coal fields have been on conservation of resources. The Trustee Council 
the nationa stage .once before. In 1907 has ovef S 1 00 million in a restoration reserve. 
President Teddy Roosevelt. squaring off Conservation easements can also be traded for 
ag<linst the J.P. Morgan and Guggenheim federal surplus properties. ·And Sen. Frank 
syndicate building the railroad to the copper Murkowski has recently championed the idea 
mine. removed the half-billion ton coal field of reviving the lard and Water Conservation 
(and others in Alaska) from public entry to . Fund, created in 1964 as part of the deal to 
prevent corporate monopoly. The same year, opentheOuterContinentaiShelftooiland·gas 
with his chief forester, Gifford Pinchot. drilling. The idea for the fund is simple -a 
Roosevelt created the Chug<Kh National small tax on the extraction of public natural 
Forest to more permanently protect the forest · resources supports the protection of ocher 

.. ~}~~~~~~~!~~~;.~;~~,~< 
-. , The~c·- cxt(;~r;rdinilrt . ·,,j,(j' .. ~i~ionary· . as•de' up •. to. $900 million a. year in royalties • 

conservt~tion me.1sures were oi nJtional from offshore le.1ses to fund such protection. · 
significance. Pinchot, fi!ther of the F.orest For many yeilrs Congress has shorted the fund 
Service, was fired in 191 0 by President to hpld down the deficit, and Sen. Murkows.ki 
William Howard Taft after Pinchot blew the· ncm plans to set the fund back~ its !Jfiginal 
whistle on the syndicate's anempt to reclaim course. · '.,_· ··-· · · · · 
the Bering coal fields in a back-door deal with Chugach and the senator need to get 
Taft's secretary or the interior, Richard together. They can prove to the world that the 
Bi!Uinger. The ensuing !>eandal rocked the most important legacy of the Exxon Valdez 
nation ;mel convinced Roosevelt. in defense of Oil Spill is first. do no more harm. -(r 
Alaska conscrv;:l!ion. to come out of · 
retiremEmt and run against T,1ft in the next David Grimes is a musidan; wilderness 
presidenti,11 eledion. The Rcpubliciln Party guide and 20-year resident of the Prince 

· was 5plintered. Roosevelt formed the Bull Willia(TI Sound (eg~C!n-H~)i':!es jn ·. 
Moose Party .. and Democrilt Woodrow CordoV.a. This essay·first appeared in the 
Wilson was ~:lected. But the Copper River autumn issue of •Alaska's Wild Voices, •. 
Della remained protected, until now. .the_ publiCation ofthe.en_vfr~m~~L":.·~;. 

~grC>Up,Common Roots. ::.'''f. :;;._,,:J. ~;-,;.-.• . . . . ' . ..· ......... ,• ... :t.. • .J>:- •.• ....... ' .. ' 
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Theory runs h9t and cold 
Water temperature .cycles lin~ed to salmon n·urnbers 

• ' ., '1 • - . ' 

. By JIM CLARKE 
Ihe Assoclat&d Press 

~. · t~ local management, that has . "It may be that it's easy to Impacts on Salmon Production," 
been the decidirig factor in manage fisheries when the ocean isn't going. to reach any best-sell

. salmon abundance and shortage factox:s ~re going your way and er lists, but it has been the sub-. If a new meteorological theory 
~ about decade-to-decade tempera
ture swings in the P~cific Ocean 
is right, salmon fishery managers 

· in Alaska· and the Pacific North
west might face identity crises en 
masse. 

The theory,· in short, goes like 
this: It's the temperatUre of sea- . 
water at various depths, more 

across the Pacific. it's h~d when the ocean's against. · ject of some head scratching m 
"Fisheries management ac- you," Mantua said. "Maybe you salmon management circles. 

tions. and harvest practices are don't want to pat yourself on the ·It's particularly timely for two · 
not the only drivers of salmon back too hard when things are reasons: the mysteriously poor 
production," University of Wash- good and you don't want to take· red run in Bristol Bay this sum
ington resear<;her Nathan Man- all the blame when things are mer, and the concern about how 
tua said last week. Mantua and bad." · the El Nino weather phenomenon 
his' colleagues have been working His paper, "A Pacific Inter-
on the theory for several years. Decadal Climate Oscillation With Please see Page F-4, SALMON 

·, 
I 



SALM~N: Water temperature linked to fish numbers. 
j Continued from Page F-1 I 
might affect salmon. 

Just 12 million ·of a fore
cast 25 million reds returned 
to the bay, and scientists still 
aren't sure what happened to 
them. Theories abound, 
everything (rom interception 
by foreign fleets to a die-off 
because of unusually warm 
Bristol Bay water, but there 
isn't enough evidence for ex
perts to pick the most likely 
reason. 

El Nino, the warming of 
mid-Pacific water off the 
coasts of Peru and Chile, usu
ally occurs several times a 
decade and has been blamed 
for violent weather all across 
the world. This winter's El 
Nino is expected to produce a 
warmer, possibly wetter win
ter in Alaska. 

Mantua's theory is more 
subtle than El Nino and unre
lated. He and his colleagues 
think a warming and cooling 
of the Pacific at a depth of 
several dozen feet, which oc
curs every decade or two, 

. can affect salmon production 

dramatically in Alaska and 
the Pacific Northwest. 

The effects are opposite 
for the two regions: When 
Alaska salmon booms, as it 
has been for much of the past 
two decades, the Pacific 
Northwest suffers. Then a 
"regime shift" occurs, and 
Alaska production drops 
while British Columbia, 
Washington, Oregon and 
Northern California salmon 
become more abundant. 

That's what was going on 
in the 1950s and '60s, he said, 
when Alaska suffered, but 
southern areas had record 
catches. 

The rea~on for the swing 
has to do with the availability 
of the foods salmon eat while 
maturing in the ocean. 

Here's how David Mus
grave, a fisheries professor 
at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, explains it: 

Phytoplankton and zoo
plankton are the bugs of the 
ocean, with the former living 
off nothing but sunlight and. 
then getting eaten by the lat
ter. Salmon, in turn, eat the 

r 
I 

zooplankton. 
In the North Pacific, 

where Alaska-bound salmon 
live, there always are enough 
nutrients around,· but they 
tend to mix at colder, deeper 
depths. Wann the water and 
that "mixing layer" rises to
ward the surface, giving the 
salmon more food and as a re
sult more salmon. 

It's the opposite off the 
· West Coast. There, warmer 
temperatures tend to inhibit 
the availability of food for the 
salmon at the proper depths, · 
Musgrave said. 

He's impressed with Man
tua's research, especially the 
correlation between changes 
in water temperatures of just 
a few degrees and wide 
swings in salmon abundance. 

"Things don't come out 
this nicely, usually. That's 
why I'm so impressed with 
it," Musgrave said. 

Mantua's conclusions have 
Doug Eggers a little put out. 
As chief fisheries scientist 
for the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, Eggers puts 
great stock in the ability of 

··--.···· ...... , 
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fisheries managers to pro
mote healthy returns and 
close off fishing when those 
returns appear threatened. 

A combination of factors 
have affected salmon produc
tion over the last century, not 
just the weather, he said. 
Dams and other development 
in the Pacific Northwest have 
nearly destroyed runs. Alas
ka's salmon industry and 
stocks suffered from over
fishing· in the 1920s~ for in
stance, but have rebounded 
recently because tlie state's 
oil wealth has helped pay for 
better data collection. 

So is the weak Bristol Bay 
run and spotty returns else
where this summer a harbin
ger of a general downturn in 
Alaska's salmon industry? · 

One year of bad returns 
isn't enough for Mantua or 
anyone else to say for cer
tain. But Eggers doesn't dis
miss the possibility. 

"We could be entering a 
new downturn in productivi
·ty, and we need to know 
that, .. he said Friday .. "That's 
when you risk overfishing." 
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Borough wiH manage Chiniak 
lands if EXxon council buys it 
By SUE JEFFREY 
Mirror Writer 

Prime ~isnoi propcny at Chiniak may be spared 
from future development now that. the' KOdiak Is-· 

. land Borough promises to manage it. · 
In a letter to the Ex.xon Valdez Trustee Council, 

Borough Mayor Jerome Selby formally asked the 
trustee council to acquire "high value habitat. lands 

'·on !he Chiniak Peninsula." In tum, the borough 
would become the "responsible managing party," · 
he said. · . . . 

"The state does not want to oversee another state 
park, the federal government isn't interested in the 
property and the borough needs to ·manage the 
Chiniak beaches anyway.'.' Selby pointed out at a 
recent oorough ~ork s~ssion. 
· "We need Jo provide port-a:potties arid 
dumpsters. espeCially during the summer months •. 
b~:cause the beaches are a mess." . 

Besides. hcirig popular recreation areas. Chiniak 
beaches and tidetands are import~nt .habitat for 
many species affected .by the oil spill. 
· Much of the uplands are highly valued. as well. 

because Chiniak's Spruce forests Me prime nest· 
ing habitat· for the marbled murrclet. a sea bird 
substantially injured by the oil spill. says Bud 

· Cassidy. borough bnJ manager. 
"~arbled murrclets are not nest builders but they 

·come ashore and Jay their eggs in 'egg cups' on 
top of old mossy ·limbed hranches in old-grpwth 
Spruce forests," he e~plained. "For a: long time, 
people did not realize Chiniak was prime marbled 
murre let habitat because they come ashore at night." 

Leisnoi owns· most of the uplands at Chiniak 
und is currently logging the area. The Native· cor- . 
poration supports the land Si!le. offering to sell· 
18.000 acres to the :rJstce cou·ncil. 

Judv Lucas. a Chiniak resident also champion
ing th~ purchase under the t.an~cr."F.riends of Capt; 

Chiniak Park," says Cape Chiniak is a treasure 
worth preserving. The area contains a sea lion haul
out, archaeological sites .. stocked lakes. salmon 
streams and some of the best whale watching areas 
on the island, she points out. 

"The purchase would give us a chance to save 
tile area from logging ... ," LucaS says, and because 
it is on the road system, it is very valuable to all-of 
Kodiak...Friends of Cape Chiniak Park are are 
thankful for the borough stepping in and being a 
willing spansor." . · . .. · ' 

It is not likely the trustee council would buy all 
· of the critical habitat on.the Chiniak Peninsula be
cause the council is running out of money, Selby 
says. Therefore, the borough will work with 
Leisnoi, private landowners and the Chiniak com~ 

. munity to prioritize po.rcels in the area. 
At the other end of the Kodiak road system, 

Leisnoi and the trustee council are in final negotia
tions for the purchase of about 1,000 acres of. rain
forest at Termination Point. Leisnoi and a group of 
local residents are also petitioning the council to 
buy Long Island.. . · 

The ·trustee council has already purchased about 
300,000 acres of land in the Kodiak Archipelago, 
including 26,000 acres on Shuyak Island. which the 
state designated as an Alaska state ~ark last year. 

The council also bought about 200,000 acres of 
Nativ.e lands deemed critical habitat areas and 
signed them over to the Kodiak National Wildlife · 
Refuge.' 

"The federal government pays the borough 'pay
ment~ in lieu of ta~es' on this land," Mike Hawkes, 
a K.NWR spokesperson said. "because it is public 
land which was private property removed from 'the 
local ta~ roll." · 

He figures the borough will get a $300.000 check 
this year from the federal go~·crnmcnt on the ac

·, qui red Na.ti ve lands. 

i 
I 
I 
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. Proje<?t measuring. recovery 
of near shore· ecosystem. 

. . . . . . . 

·By Jody Seitz .: .C.oastal. Currents 
It's clear that so.me animals living along the 

shores of western Prince William Sound have not with oil •. swabs.are. ~aken· from their fur or feather~. 
recovered fro~· the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Eight . :rhe swabs are put through a test which can 'pick up 
years later researchers are still searching for an . oil residue invisible to the naked eye. 
explanation. Is their food conta~inated? Are they ·. . Blood and tissue samples tell scientists whether • 
coming into cpntact with oil? Or has their food sup- an animal's food suppfy is contaminat.ed. For exam-
ply changed. so~that they no longer get the amount or pie. if the fish craters'are healthy, but the shellfish 
kind ()f food w.hich allows them to thrive? eaters have lo\V birth rates and poor survival. per-

More than 500 species of plants and ani- .haps what they're eating is contaminated .. 
. mals live ip the near;shore area betw_een the low and : . "Then. we wo.ulq hypothesize. that there is oil 
high tides. It's difficult to know how much damage exposure occurring," said Holland·Blt(1els, "but it 
the spill caus~d. as .there was little biologiCa,l', data may be occurring through the food chain. through 
about most of them before the oil spill. · : · the sediments. to the muss<!ls. the clams. the urchins. 

To.understand the presenl health of the ecosy~: . through that p~t ofthe food chain until it.is picked 
tem. researchers are monitoring and comparing the up by the shellfish eaters." .. 
recovery of four top-qf-the~food chain predators. In 1996 underwater ,.divers began to assess 

··------- · injured by the spill. · . ; · · n~rshore fooq supplies .for all four species. 
Scientists are hoping to uncover; any remaining · Test results have .found an enzyme known as 

problems in the nearshore system by compari!lg two cytochrome p450 in the tissues of river otters. P450 
shellfiih eaters. harlequin ducks an.d sea ott.ers. with i:>. an enzyme that develops in response to ·certain 
two fish eaters. pigeon guillemots and riyel'otters.. chemicals. including· hydrocarbons. b.ut scientists 

' It's something like a nearshore check-up, accord" caution that it's too early to draw any conclusions. 
ing to Leslie Holland- Bartels of the Biological The tests of sea otter liver and kidney function show 
Resource Division of the U :s: Geological Survey. there are still clifferences in oiled and unoiled areas, 
.. For each of those animals we look at a variety or . but the differences are far less than several years 
population and individual 'health characteristics.'' ago. . . . · 
she said. "We look at blood. weight, family structt~re. The project began in 1995 and is expected to con-
to give us a combination of tools.justas a doctor~· tinue through 1999. ·.. . . 
would. if he were eval'uating your he'!lth," ·. · Jody Seitz lives in Cordova dnd also produces the 

· To lind out if animals are still coming into contact Alaska Coastal Currents radio program. 
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Octopus' garden in Prince William ·sound 
By JODY SEITZ 

Alaska Coastal Currents 
niles) lived in the intertidal zone 
down to 16 feet deep. They pre-

A A ~ I. ~ ferred areas with d.ense kelp and a 
The octopus is a cryptic under- ~ sand, mud, or gravel bottom. 

water beast. In the northern Gulf of · (! ~ oo~ ~ A Researchers found no evidence 
Alaska the Giant Pacific· octopus, .C~ that there was more food in the kelp 
octopus dolfleini, lives from the 11. ___ . -J ~ or shallow areas.· 
shore down to about 500 meters or \..:~ Scheel says the intertidal zone 
1700 feet, which makes it both diffi- IW.nllorunii!JCIMIY~fle!I:DII*irilollljlll may be a refuge for young octopus. 
cult to locate and difficult to study. "Kelp may provide cover to octopus-

. Following reports that the giant es. Predators like the big· fishes do 
Pacific octopus was increasingly · · . not spend time in very shallow areas. 
scarce after the Exxon Valdez oil and drifting at the surface with the Even sea otters feed most of the time 
spill, Dr. David Scheel, of the plankton. They settle. to the bottom from 8 to 34 meters deep." 
Prince William Sound Science while still just a fraction of an ounce Octopus den~ities in the study . 
Center, set out to discover more· . in weight. Without mating the octo- turned out to be one tenth those seen 
about this mysterious creature, pus· can live up to five years, reach in British Columbia, which has the 

"I began to get concerned," said _120 pounds, and develop an arm span only countS available for compari
Scheel, "that with the small popula- of 20 feet. son. There have also been reports of 
tions out there that it would be diffi- .To address the villages' concern difficulty obtaining octopus on the 
cult to find octopus and so I decided researchers first needed to learn some eastern Pacific coast, and declines in 
the best people who would know basics about octopus in· this area - the Japanese octopus fishery-in the 
where to find them would be people · their food, predators, and preferred early 1990s. Scheel says none of 
out there looking for them forfood; . habitat. . For protection the octopus these observations alone signifies 
the subsistence users." lives in a den- a cavity in or beneath a much, but cumulatively raise the 

The giant Pacific octopus rock-often marked by shellfish question of whether the octopus has 
matures- at 15 to 40 pounds. Males remains at the opening. been declining throughout its range 
usually mature at a smaller size than The scientific literature mentioned . during the 1990s . 

. females. After mating, the female they were found under rocks and 
octopus lays eggs in the den and boulders, but did not mention vegeta
tends them for up 'to a year until tion. Mr. Jerry Totemoff, of Tatitlek, 
they hatch. During this time she said they're usually found near beds 
does not feed, and after the eggs of eelgrass. 
hatch, she dies. Males die within a By the end of the study it was 
few weeks of mating. apparent that octopus habitat in Prince 

When the eggs hatch, the tiny William Sound included plants. Most 
octopus spend 4-6 weeks feeding of the octopus they found (all juve-

Jody Seitz lives in Cordova and 
also produces the Alaska Coastal 
Currents radio program. The series 
is sponsored by the Exxon Valdez <)il 
Spill Trustee Council to provide 
information about restoration activi
ties within the spill region. 
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Exxon Valdez· money head$ ec:tst. 
'EPA. says .New York Citywill.g~.t $150_,000 to help head.off p611~tion .in wetlands 

.: .. ' . 

NEW YORK (AP) -·New York · 
'City is getting $150,000 from a fund 

. set up after the Exxon Valdez spill 
settlement to head off pollution.in its· 
own ·. wate.rs, :·the federal 
Environmental' Protection-Agency. 
says. . . 

The money comes from a $4.5 
· million e'nvironm~ental fund set up 
. by the EPA after Exxon Corp. paid 
. a $900 million settlementto the U.S. 

· and 'Alaska governments· for envi
. ronmental damage_ resulting from 
'the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill in 
Prince William Sound. 

The fund likely was set up with 
money from the settlement fu-nd ttiat 

was paid out to state a_nd federal 
agencies ·to .reimbLirse the.m -for 
expenditures.they made during spill 
cleanup, said Molly, McCammon. 
with the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee·Council in Anchorage: 
·. . ''What happened is <~.lot of fed
eraragencies spent a lot of money' 
responding 'to the spill,". 
McCammon said. "Under terms of 
the settlement, they were reim- · 
bm·seQ." State and federal agencies 
received $173.2 million in reim
bursements for 1 itigation, cleanup 
and other costs they incurred in the 
aftermath of the 11-inillion-gallon 
spill, ~he said. 

. 'EPA' regiona'! administrator· . grant to New York was the largest 
Jeal)ne Fox wa.s' to present a check >meted <),Ut to any local or state recip
to ·City Parks Commissioner Henry ient by the EPA· from the Exxon 
Stern at .. Central Park op Valdez fund. The money will go to 
Wednesday. The two also were to the.d;partment's Natural. Resource 
plant a symbolic Great Bulrush . Group, responsible for managing . 
plantauhe park's Harlem Meer, the·· and.restoring natural resources in 
EPA and Parks & Recreation the department's 27,000-acre 
department said. . domain. 

The grant wilL help support an Exxon spent more than $3 billion 
effort to reduce sediment and nutri- to dean up after the Exxon Valdez 
ent runoff from city wetlands. The spill, and an Anchorage jury in 1994 
bulrush is among plant species used ordered the company to pay $5.3 
to curtail erosion of salt-marsh habi- \'billion in actual and punitive dam
tat. · ages to fishermen, Natives ~nd oth-

New York Parks spokesman ers hanned by the pollution. Exxon 
Edward Skyler said the $150,000 has appealed that verdict 
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Ai~b coastal 
Currents 

moniton · nearshore 
recovery of . all_ four speci~s: . 
chain pre;dators inJured results have found an en-
spill. . ,' zyme known as cytochrome 

Scientistsare~opil)g to'_un~,:;J)450.in the tissues ofriver.ot
cover any remaining problems teiS: P450 is an enzyme that de
in the nearshore system by.~om~ velpps in response to certain 
paring two shellfish eaters; na.r; · chemiCais; including hydrocar
lequin ducks and. sea otters, bons, but scientists caution that 
with two fish eaters, pigeon it's too early to draw any con
guillemots and river otters. elusions. The tests of sea ouer 

It's something lik-e a liver and kidney function show 
nearshore check-up, according there are still differences in 
to Leslie Holland-Bartels, of the oiled and unoiled areas, bui the 
Biological Resource Division of differences arc far less than sev
thc U.S. Geological Survey. -cral years ago. 
"For each of those animals we The project began in 1995 
look at a variety of population . and is expected to continue 
and individual health character- through 1999. · 
istics," she said. "We look at 
blood. weight. family structure, 
to give us a combination of., 
tools, just as a doctor would. if 
he were evaluating your health," 

To find out if animals arc still 
coming into contact with oil. 
swah~ arl! taken !'rom their fur 

Jody Se:itz lives in Cordova 
and also produces the Alaska 
Coastal Currellfs rndin pro
xram. The series is sponsored 
by the Exxon Vahle<. Oil Spill 
Trustee Council ro {lrovide in· 
formation aho11t restoration ac· 
tivitie.1· H'ilhin rile spill region. 

. ... 

' 
) 

.~ 


	Molly McCammon
	News Paper Columns

