Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451  907/278-8012 fax: 907/276-7178

MEMORANDUM
TO: Trustee Council Members
FROM: Moll n
Executive| BDirector
DATE: February 7, 1997
RE: Briefing materials for February 14, 1997 meeting

This memo, draft agenda and enclosures constitute your briefing packet for the
February 14 meeting.

1. Meeting Notes. The draft meeting notes for the December 6, 1996 meeting are
enclosed.
2. Project Status Report. The quarterly project status report as of December 31,

1996 will be distributed at the meeting.

3. Financial Report. Enclosed are the financial statements as of December 31,
1996.

4. FY 98 Work Plan. The Invitation for FY 1998 Project Proposals will be available
February 15. Enclosed is a schedule for reviewing proposals and Trustee Council
action. Note that the schedule indicates Council action the week of August 4.

5. Archaeological Planning. As you know, the Council contracted with Chugach
Development Corporation to prepare a community based plan for restoration of
archaeological resources in the Prince William Sound and Lower Cook Inlet areas.
Veronica Christman of the Restoration Office has been meeting with the Public
Advisory Group, the community facilitators, and community leaders to discuss the
various options. Veronica and | will brief you at the meeting on the status of those
discussions.
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6. Data Policy. Enclosed is a revised-version of the prop0sed‘data .ownership
policy that reflect the discussion at the December 6 meeting plus additional discussion
with legal counsel. | believe this addresses all the concerns:that have been raised.

7. FY 97 Work Plan Additions. Enclosed is a spreadsheet and background
information on four proposed additions to the FY 97 Work Plan. | am recommending
that all four be funded. The first is an amendment to the administration/public
information budget (Project \100) for a total of $100.7 to be allocated as $71.4 in FY 97
and $29.3 in FY 98. These funds will be used to contract for video and still
‘photographs of the EVOS lands and restoration projects. We are in desperate need of
such materials, as most recently evidenced during the Chenega signing ceremony.
Project 97162 would supplement the existing herring disease project for a cost of
$34,300 to take advantage of the additional research potential provided by this spring’s
herring fishery in Prince William Sound. Project 97248, if funded, would mark the first
~major TEK effort on behalf of the Trustee Council. My recommendation for approval is
contingent on final review of the DPD and budget. And finally, | am recommending that
the initial limnological work on Delight and Desire lakes; Project 97254, go forward as:
- proposed. Although the answers to the questions raised about this project raise
additional questions, the Chief Scientist and | both believe that the initial work has
intrinsic value for restoration. -

7. English Bay. Enclosed is the restoration benefits report for the proposed English
Bay acquisition. This will be first discussed in Executive Session, and has been listed’
on the agenda as a tentative action item. Buff Bohlen will be present to brief the
Council on his recommendation. :

8. - Small Parcel and Large Parcel Reports. Enclosed are recent status reports on.
" the large parcel and small parcel programs. Also enclosed is material recently received
from Chris Rogers with the Trust for Public Land regarding smail parcel options along
the Homer Spit. | am preparing a briefing for you on the status of the small parcel
program and the potential for further activities. In addition, the state is asking for
Council action on KEN 1038 the Schllllng/Roberts parcel Backup materials are
included. ‘ . -

9. News Clips. EncIosed are recent newspaper articles of |nterest to the Trustee
Council.

10 Miscellaneous Correspondence Enclosed are copies of recent letters and
messages from various individuals.
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TO:

FROM:

DATE: ‘February 7, 1997

SUBJ: KEN 1038/Roberts (Schilling) Parcel

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide additional information
concerning the KEN 1038/Roberts (Schilling) small parcel and how this
proposed acquisition would play a central role in the effort to restore injured
resources and services on the Kenai River. The State of Alaska has an
especially strong interest in this parcel as a key part of the overall effort to
conserve and protect the Kenai River drainage, a truly world-class fishery
resource that supports the injured services (commercial fishing,
recreation/tourism, subsistence) the Council is seeking to restore.

The value of the Kenai River commercial and sport fisheries would be
difficult to overstate. Accessible to over 70 percent of the state population, the
Kenai River accounts for approximately 19 percent of the total statewide
sportfishing interest. The Kenai River produces the world’s largest King
salmon, supports all five species of Pacific salmon, and provides habitat for 23
other fish species as well. Sport and commercial fish harvests associated with
the Kenai River provide as much as $78 million annually to the state
economy. Moreover, there is no other area in the spill region where
development threats are so acute and the resource values at risk so great. The
river shorelines provide key habitat for juvenile salmon. That habitat is being
rapidly degraded by the pressure of ever increasing bank fishing which
destroys riverside brush and grasses that stabilize the river banks in addition
to providing cover.

Because the Kenai River has such exceptional biological and economic value,
and because it receives such intense public use, the Trustee Council’s small
parcel program is particularly important to the successful conservation of this
drainage. To date, several key small parcel acquisitions have been completed
and others, including the KEN 1038/Roberts (Schilling) parcel, are under
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consideration. Collectively, these acquisitions provide a cornerstone for a
larger comprehensive Kenai River restoration effort that also includes bank
stabilization /revegetation efforts; scientific research and monitoring to
enhance the ability of resource managers to protect fishery resources (e.g.,
genetic stock identification to improve in-season management); and
improved management of human uses to reduce adverse impacts.

The proposed KEN 1038/Roberts (Schilling) parcel acquisition has an
especially important role to play in this comprehensive restoration strategy
both because of the parcel’s inherent resource values as well as its strategic
and highly visible location along the river. Through a joint effort involving
the City of Soldotna, the Kenai River Sportfishing Association, the private
landowner, and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, a public use
“gratewalk” has been constructed on a ten foot wide easement along 178 feet
of the Kenai River shoreline. Development of this “Soldotna Fishwalk” has
included a contribution of $125,000 from the non-profit Kenai River
Sportfishing Association, through a popular Kenai River Classic Invitational

- Fishing Tournament. Purchase of the KEN 1038/Roberts (Schilling) parcel is

necessary to secure the revocable easement and to further extend the
“Fishwalk” along the riverfront some 463 feet further downstream

Large numbers of people can fish from the boardwalk without harming the
sensitive streamside habitat. Parcel KEN 1038, because of its location where
the Sterling Highway crosses the river adjacent to the Visitors Center in
downtown Soldotna provides highly visible and convenient access to large
numbers of recreational anglers. Acquisition of this parcel will ease fishing
pressures on more remote sections of the river where it is difficult to justify
costly bank stabilization measures and boardwalks and:will provide a good
flshmg location when resource managers must close other sections of the
river so as to protect sensitive habitat. The parcel also provides a very high
profile showcase example of responsible habitat protection that serves as a
model for future shoreline developments. ‘

Restoration and long-term protection of the Kenai River will largely depend
on the ability of resource agencies to work successfully with the public and the
KEN 1038/Roberts (Schilling) parcel will play a key role in helping to create
and shape a new conservation ethic along the river. Below Skilak Lake,
where the greatest pressures exist, approximately two-thirds of the uplands
along the river corridor are privately owned. While strategic acquisitions will
play a critical role in protecting the river, diversion of damage (i.e., managed
human use to prevent shoreline trampling) and creating awareness among
river users and private landowners will likely play an even greater role in
safeguarding the Kenai River. In this context, purchase of the KEN
1038/Roberts (Schilling) parcel and continued development of the Soldotna
Fishwalk can play a vital role in the effort to assure a healthy future for the
Kenai River. As a public-private initiative, this project has received




enormous public support and it continues to provide educatlonal beneflts
that greatly exceed the dlrect 1nvestment costs.

Informal negotlatlons with the landowner has resulted in the identification
of a reduced KEN 1038/Roberts (Schilling) parcel configuration of 3.34 acres in
order to reduce costs while assuring protection of essential riparian values.
The seller has indicated a willingness to sell this smaller property for $698,600,
a figure somewhat below fair market value. As originally proposed, the
parcel contained 5.9 acres and was valued at $1,304,000 by an approved fair
market value appraisal. In addition to bank protection, the parcel was
intended to provide a new location for the Kenai River Center. The Center

_provides a variety of permitting, educational and other services for river bank
“property owners, river guides, and others that are designed to promote

protection of the river and adjacent habitat. In order to reduce the price to the
Council for this land, the state negotiated a reduction in the acreage to 3.34
acres with a corresponding price reduction to $698,000. This reduced acreage
eliminates the possibility of using the parcel for the Kenai River Center. The
state will expend substantial money to develop a nearby riverfront location
for the'Center, in effect, contributing substantial funds to this project. .

Additional information concerning the KEN 1038 parcel, including the parcel
benefits report and maps, are attached for your reference.

attachments
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) KEN 1038 Roberts Parcel

Acreage: 334 Rank PMSC . Sponsor: ADNR R Appralsed Value $698,000"
Owner:  Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Roberts ‘ , :
Location: Kenm River adjacent to the Kenal Penmsula VlSltOl’S ‘Center in Soldotna .

Parcel Descnpt!on “This parcel is located on the Kenal River and is adjacent to the Kenai Pemnsula
Visitors Center. The parcel slopes gently to the Kenai River, has spruce and blI‘Ch trees and has about 600
feet of Kenal RJVCI frontage e : .

Restoratlon Benef' ts. Public ownershlp of this parcel will allow for managed access to the Kenal aner
and thereby protect habltat for pmk salmon Dolly Varden and recreatlon ' :

' Key habitat and other attnbutes of the parcel i mclude the followmg : :
- - 'Pink salmon and Dolly Varden. Pink salmon spawn and Dolly Varden spawn and rear in this
- “stretch of the Kenai River. The streamsxde vegetation afforded by this and other parcels along the
Kenai River stabilize riverbanks, protect water quality, moderate temperatures and provide cover
_ for fish. Unfortunately, increasing bank ﬁshmg along the Kena1 River is destroymg riverside brush,
7. and grasses.
* _ Recreation/tourism. ThlS parcel receives a high. level of use for recreanonal fishing because of its
- location next to the Kenai. Peninsula Visitors Center, its gentle slope toward the Kenai River, and
-the recent construction ofa pubhc use “ﬁshwalk” ona 10- foot easement along the nver K

Potentlal Threats Thxs parcel ‘has the potentlal to be converted to proﬁtable commercial uses. However,
its primary threat to restoration results from uncontrolled access to the Kenai River, Wthh damages habltat
by tramphng streambanks and denudmg them of vegetation. - :

Appralsed Value The apprmsed value of the 5.9 acres parcel originally nominated is $1 304 000
Subsequently, the state negotiated a reduction in the acreage to 3.34 acres with a corresponding price
reduction to $698,000. The highest and best use of this parcel’is commercxal development such as an_ RV
park lodgmg facility or theme park , ,

Proposed Management "The purpose of acquxsltlon IS to preserve and pmtect in perpetmty the s
ecological, natural, physical and scenic values of the subject property for the benefit of fish and wildlife v
resqurces and services that were mjured in the Exxon Valdez ol spill. If this parcel is acqmred ADNR will
mariage it to protect envnronmentally sensitive river frontage and provide recreational opportumtxes for the
public on the remamder of the parcel. The parcel will probably be clasmﬁed "Habxtat/Pubhc Recreatlon s
Land " : ; - :

. Public Comment The Restoration Ofﬁce has received letters of support for acqunsmon of this parcel from .
¢ the Kenai Rlver Sportﬁshmg ASSOClatIOEl, the Cxty of Soldotna and Kenai. Penmsula Bomugh

Y1097
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The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council and the Oil Spill Public Information
Center conduct all programs and activities free from discrimination on the basis
of sex, color, race, religion, national origin, age, marital status, pregnancy,
parenthood, or disability. This publication is available in alternative
communication formats upon request. Please contact the Qil Spill Public
Information Center at 907/278-8008 to make any necessary arrangements. Any
person who believes he or she has been discriminated against should write to:
EVOS Trustee Council, 645 G St., Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501; or O.E.O.,
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

This publication was released by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council and
produced at a cost of $2.90 per copy.
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For More Information...

For more informatidn about projects in this Work Plan or for general information about -
the activities of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, contact the Council’s
Anchorage Restoration Office.

Executive Director:  Ms. Molly McCammon

“Mail: ' , Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
' Anchorage Restoration Office
645 G Street, Suite 401
Anchorage, AK 99501

.Telephone: C In Anchorage 278-8012
: “Toll free in Alaska 1-800-478-7745
Toll free outside Alaska 1-800-283-7745

Fax: (907) 267-7178

E-mail: ospic@alaéka.net
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-Dear Reader,

Each year since the 1991 settlement of a lawsuit concerning the 1989 Exxon -
Valdez oil spill, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has funded activities to
restore the resources and services injured by the spill. In the settlement, Exxon
Corporation agreed to pay the United States and the State of Alaska $300 million
over ten years. This Work Plan describes the research, monitoring, and general
restoration projects funded by the Council for federal fiscal year 1997, and touches
on the other activities of the Council as well

. In general, the collection of projects funded for FY 97 represents a continued
emphasis on ecosystem-level analyses and understanding. Nearly half of the $16
million in FY 97 Work Plan funding is for three ongoing ecosystem studies: the
Sound Ecosystem Assessment, Project 97320; the Nearshore Vertebrate Predator
Project, Project 97025; and the Alaska Predator Ecosystem Experiment, Project
97163. The ecosystem approach maximizes the efficiency of research and
monitoring efforts and should lead to scientific results with wide application and
lasting benefits. :

In addition, the FY 97 Work Plan includes research projects designed to lead
to long-term improvements in resource management (such as the pink salmon
genome project, Project 97190), projects that monitor the recovery of injured
resources (such as productivity monitoring of harlequin ducks, Project 97427), and
what are known as general restoration projects that are designed to improve the
rate of natural recovery by directly manipulating the environment (such as stocking
of Solf Lake, Project 97256).

Overall, the FY 97 Work Plan reflects three priorities of the Trustee Council.
. First, the Council is committed to involving local communities in the
restoration process. Local youth will continue to be involved in ongoing restoration
efforts through Project 97210. A network of liaisons in oil spill communities will
continue to participate in the Council’s decision making process through Project
97052.” Of the 64 research, monitoring, and general restoration projects approved
by the Council for FY 97, 17 were submitted by spill-area communities or at the
request of communities.
. Second, with the 10th anniversary of the spill approaching, the Council has
increased its emphasis on informing the public of the progress of restoration.
Project 97300 will begin the process of synthesizing across projects and among
species and habitats the information collected to date on the recovery of injured
species. In addition, funds have been approved for preparation of a number of
manuscripts for publication in the scientific literature.
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» . Third, the Council has adopted a declining schedule of expenditures for the -
annual Work Plan to coincide with the final payment from Exxon Corporation in the
year 2001. Specifically, funds authorized for research, monitoring, and general
restoration projects have declined from $18 million in FY 96 to $16 million in FY 97.
Administrative costs of the restoration program have declined from $3.4 million in FY
96 to $2.9 million in FY 97. ' ' '

In addition to the research, monitoring, and general restoration projects
described in this Work Plan, the Trustee Council funds habitat acquisition and sets
aside funds in the Restoration Reserve for use after Exxon’s final payment in the
year 2001. Together, the activities funded by the Council represent the
comprehensive, balanced approach to restoration outlined in the Restforation Plan
adopted by the Trustee Council in November 1994. | |

Public interest.and input aré eséential to the Trustee Council process. Please
feel free to contact me if you would like more information on the activities of the
Council or if you have comments and suggestions on the Council’s restoration
efforts. ' '

Sincerely,

Wxa Tt lmmn—

Molly McCammon
Executive Director
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.The Work Plan Process

Table 1 describes milestones in development of the FY 97 Work Plan. The work
plan process began with a restoration workshop in January 1996. The Trustee
Council made most of its funding decisions in late August so that projects could
begin on October 1, the beginning of the federal fiscal year.- A few funding decisions
were deferred until December to allow time for review of results from the FY 96 field

season or further deliberation over project objectives and work plan priorities.

Tablé.f. Milestones for FY 97 Work Plan

Jan. 16-18, 1996
Feb. 15, 1996

April 15, 1996

May 16-18, 1996

May 23, 1996 -

June 5, 1996

June 24, 1996

Aug. 6, 1996
Aug. 7, 1996

Aug. 28, 1996

Oct. 1, 1996
Dec. 6, 1996

Annual Restoration Workshop discussed results of

“FY 95 work and directions for FY 97.

Invitation to Submit Restoration Proposals for
Federal Fiscal Year 1997 was issued.

Restoration Office received 120 research,
monitoring, and general restoration proposals
requesting $33.2 million for FY 97.

Chief Scientist and core reviewers met to discuss the
scientific and technical merits of proposals.
Executive Director discussed proposals with
agencies, Chief Scientist, and Public Advisory Group
representatives and drafted preliminary '
recommendations.

Public Advisory Group discussed proposals and
preliminary recommendations and advised Executive |

- Director.
- FY-97 Draft Work Plan was d;stnbuted for publtc

comment. “ ,

Public hearing was held on FY 97 Draft Work Plan.
Public Advisory Group met to advise Trustee Council
on final work plan. V

Trustee Council approved 58 research, monitoring,
and general restoration projects totaling $15,390,300
for FY 97 Final Work Plan, and deferred projects that
required further review or deliberation.

Fiscal year 1997 (FY 97) began.

Trustee Council approved 6 additional research,
monitoring, and general restoration projects for FY
97 Final Work Plan. This action brought the FY 97
authorization total to $15,999,500.

Fiscal Year 1997 Work Plan
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Summary of Fiscal Year 1997 Projects

For FY 97, the Trustee Council received 120 research, monitoring, and general
restoration proposals requesting a total of $33,195,200. In August and December
1996, the Council authorized 64 projects totaling $15,999,500. The table on the
following page summarizes the Trustee Council’s funding decisions by “resource
cluster,” as well as the expected cost of completing the projects: authorized in -

FY 97. (Note: Regarding future year costs, a “$0" in the table means that no funding
is expected. A blank space means that the estimated funding level is not known or
that a decision on future funding has not been made.)

Many of the projects funded are the continuation of efforts also funded in FY 96. As
illustrated in Table 2, several new projects were also funded.

Table 2. New and Continuing Projects

Number of Projects ' Total Cost of Projects
Funded Funded
New Projects .14 , $1,038,300
Continuing Projects 50 $14,961,200

In addition to funding research, monitoring, and general restoration projects, the
Trustee Council authorized funds for the administrative costs of the restoration
program ($2.86 million, primarily for public information, independent scientific

review, and operating expenses), habitat protection support ($1.29 million, for
services such as negotiations, land surveys, and appraisals), and the fourth $12
million payment to the Restoration Reserve. The Council also authorized funds for -
two capital construction projects. These are discussed beginning on page 23 of this
document. - ' .
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Table 3. Summary of Funding by Resourceé Cluster

FYe7  Fyes FY9) Fyoo02 Total

Resource Cluster Approved Estimate Estimate Estimate FY97-02

Pink Salmon C sterr swee3  seaa  SR20 $321a4
Pacific Herring | $899.6  $4936 $0.0 $0.0  $1,393.2
SEA and Related Projects o $37336 $20622  $1150  $750 $598538
Sockeye Salmon , , | ,’ $462.8 o $b.0 © %00 $0.0 $462.8
| Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden - - $266.5  $108.0 30.0‘ |  $0.0 $374.5
Marine Mamrﬁals ‘ o " sBtos  $3081  $500 $0.0 $1,168.7
Nearshore Ecosystem . éz,zgz;b $17537  $5248  $2244 547349
Seabirdfi;'orage Fish and Rellétted Projects | _$2,386.7. $1,958.1 $1,903.8 A "$189.2 $6,417.8
Archaeological Resources | $2312 $2013  $1589  $4150 $1006.4
Subsistence o L §14336 $13324  $4416 s{o‘s«z $4,261.8
Reduction of Man’nePéllﬁﬁon | o 5257.5 ©s00  $00 | 56.0 - $2675
Habitat Improvement o | - $6672  $7596 0.0 $0.0 314268
Ecosystem Synthesis . o 554.5 $260.0 . $3249
Project Man;gement $641.6 $560.0 $480.0 $960.0 $28416

Total Research, Monitoring, and  ¢45 0995 $10,763.3 $3,967.5 $2,049.8 $33,680.1
General Restoration Projects: .

Habitat Protection/Acquisition Support $1,282.6 $770.0 $565.0 $215.0 82,8326
Public Information/Science Mgt./ Admin. $2,857.1 52,8000 $2,500.0 $4,700.0 $12,857.1
Restoration Reserve $12,000.0 $512,000.0 $12,000.0 $36,000.0 $72,000.0
Other Projects | $1,7135  $75.0 $00  $0.0 $17885

Total All Activities:  $33,852.7 $26,408.3 $19,032.5 $43,864.8 $123,158.3
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Description of FY 97 Projects

This section describes the research, monitoring, and general restoration projects
funded by the Trustee Council for FY 97. It also includes a brief descnptlon of the
Council’s other activities.

RESEARCH, MONITORING, AND
GENERAL RESTORATION PROJECTS

The research, monitoring, and general restoration projects described on the
following pages are arranged by “resource cluster.” Each cluster description
includes the Trustee Council’s restoration strategies (which were established in the
Restoration Plan and are updated as needed each year through the annual work
plan), the projects authorized to implement those strategies, and the expected cost
of completing the projects authorized in FY 97. (Note: Regarding future year costs,
“$0" means that no funding is expected. A blank space means that the estimated
funding level is not known or that a decision on future funding has not been made.)

Appendix A contains a numerical listing of all projects funded by the Trustee
Council. It contains the text of the Chief Scientist’s evaluation and the Trustee
Council’'s decision for each project. It also indicates who proposed each project,
which Trustee agency is responsible for project management, and whether the
project is continuing (i.e., was also funded by the Council in FY 96) or new.

A detailed project description (DPD) and budget are on file at the Anchorage
Restoration Office for each of the projects summarized in this section.
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.Pink Salmon

Restoration Strateéies for Fiscal Year 1997 -

Research and Monitor the Toxic Effects of O|I

Provide Stock Sépafafion and Management Information

Continue egg mortality project (97191A), which is monitoring recovery of pmk
salmon embryos and examining whether genetic damages occurred as a
result of exposure to oil during early life stages.

Continue straying project (97076), which is examining effects of oil exposure
during embryonic development on the straying, marine survival, and gamete
viability of pink salmon.

Conduct spawning habitat project (97194), Wthh will examine level of oil in
pink salmon streams following the spill relative to embryo mortalities.

i

Continue coded wire tag project (97186), to ensure two years of overlap wnth
otolith thermal mass marking, discussed below.

Continue otolith thermal mass marking project (97188), which is more
effective than coded wire tags at marking fish for management purposes.
Continue genetic stock identification project (97196), which is examining the
geographic extent of genetlc d:fferences in Prince William Sound pink
salmon.

Continue genetic linkage project (97190), which is constructing a genetic map
to aid understanding of straying, stock structure, and marine survival of pink

salmon.

Supplement Populations

-

Continue Little Waterfall barrier bypass project (97139A1), which in FY 97 will
evaluate the effectiveness of decreased grades and added resting pools at
increasing spawning habitat for pink and coho salmon.

Continue Port Dick Creek habitat project (97139A2), which in FY 97 will
evaluate the effectiveness of excavation of the spawning tributary at
increasing spawning habitat for pink and chum salmon.

Complete Montague habitat project (97139C1), which in FY 97 will evaluate
the effectiveness of instream structures at increasing spawning habitat for
pink and chum salmon in three streams on Montague Island.
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Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title FY 97 . FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 TOTAL
Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate

97076 Effects of Oil on Straying $618.8 $234.6 $0.0 $0.0 - $853.4
97139A1 | Little Waterfall Barrier Bypass $26.4 $0.0 $0.0 $26.4
97139A2 | Port Dick Spawnhing Channel . $76.5 $49.7 $39.7 $32.0. $197.9
97139C1 | Montague Riparian Rehab. $9.3 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 - $9.3
97186 Coded Wire Tag Recovery $273.8 ' $279.4 $30.0 $0.0 $643.2
97188 Otolith Thermal Mass Marking $120.1 . $108.4 $55.0 $0-0’ $283.5
97190 "Genome Linkage Map $254.5 $254.5
97191A Oil Related Embryo Mortality $208.5 $164.2 $58.7 $0.0 $431.4
97194 Spawning Habitat Recovery $138.3 $0.0 $0.0 ' $1 33.3
97196 Genetic Structure $195.5 $130.0 $50.0 $0.0 $375.5

TOTAL | $1921.7 | soe63 | $2934 | $320 | $3.2134

NOTE: Project 97320, a multi-year ecological investigation of the factors influencing populations of

Prince William Sound pink salmon and Pacific herring, is discussed in the Sound Ecosystem

Assessment cluster.
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.Pacific Herring

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Investigate Causes of the Crash

. Continue herring disease project (97162), which is investigating the potential
link between oil exposure and disease in Pacific herring, and between
disease and the Pacific herring population decline in Prince William Sound.

Provide Management Information

. Continue herring natal habitats project (97166) which is monltormg the
abundance of Pacific herring.

. Continue genetic stock identification project (97165) whlch is addressmg
questions about the genetic composition of Prince William Sound Pacific
herring in relation to other North Pacific populations.

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 TOTAL

Authorized Estimate | Estimate | Estimate
97162 | Disease Factors $617.7 | $4376 $0.0 $0.0 $955.3
97165 | Genetic Discrimination 3416 $56.0 $0.0 $0.0 $97.6
97166 Hemng Natal Habitats $340.3 ' ’ $0.0 $340.3
TOTAL $899.6 $493.6 $00 | $00 | $1,3932

NOTE: Project 97320, a multi-year ecological investigation of the factors influencing populations of
Prince William Sound pink salmon and Pacific herring, ts discussed in the Sound Ecosystem
Assessment cluster.
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Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA) and Related Projects

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Iinvestigate Ecological Factors , _

. Continue Sound Ecosystem Assessment (97320), which is exploring and
developing models of the processes influencing productivity of pink salmon
and Pacific herring in Prince William Sound.

Monitor Pristane Levels

. Continue pristane monitoring project (97195), which is collecting and
measuring pristane in mussels as a measure of marine productivity.

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title Fysr FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 TOTAL

Authorized Estimate Estimate Estimate
97195 Pristane Monitoring . - $115.3 $115.0 $115.0 . $75.0 $420.3
97320 | SEA 7 $3,618.3 $1,947.2 : $5,565.5

TOTAL $3,733.6 | $2,062.2 $115.0 $75.0 $5,985.8
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-Sockeye Salmon

Provide Stock Separation and Management Information

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

. Complete sockeye genetics project (97255), which has developed improved
techniques for sockeye stock assessment and identification.

Research Overescapement

. Complete Kenai/Kodiak overescapement project (97258A), which is

examining the mechanism and extent of overescapement injury to the Kenai

- River system.and Red and Akalura lakes on Kodiak Island. .

. Complete Akalura Lake project (97251), which is conducting smolt emigration
studies on Akalura Lake to determine the recovery status of sockeye in the

Akalura system.

Supplement Populations'
. Complete Coghill Lake fertilization project (97259), which has brought
primary and secondary productivity and smolt production to acceptable

levels, and produced adult escapements within the optimum range in the
Coghill Lake system.

Funding Authorized for Fiscél Year 1997

Project Number and Title FY 97 FY 98 _FY98 | FY00-02 TOTAL
. Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate
97251 | AkaluraLake' . 437 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $43.7
97255 | Sockeye Genetics $158.3 $0.0 "$0.0 $0.0 $168.3
97258A | Sockeye Overescapement $214.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $214.0
'97161 | Coghill Lake Fertilization $46.8 $0.0 $0.0 $00 $46.8
TOTAL $462.8 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $462.8

NOTE: Additional projects that benefit sockeye salmon are discussed in other clusters: Project
97180, which is restoring habitat along the Kenai River, is in the habitat improvement cluster. Project
972568, which will stock Solf Lake near Chenega Bay with sockeye, is in the subsistence cluster.
One additional project, 97254, which would stock Delight and Desire lakes with sockeye salmon, is
stili under consideration by the Trustee Council.

Fiscal Year 1897 Work Plan
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Cutthroat Trout and Dolly Varden

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Research and Monitor Populations

. -Continue population research project (97145), which is determining the
relationship between resident and anadromous forms of Dolly Varden and
cutthroat trout.

Supplement Populations

+ - Complete habitat improvement project (97043B), which in FY 97 will evaluate
the effectiveness of habitat improvement structures at increasing populations
of cutthroat trout and Dolly Varden at four sites in Prince William Sound.

Develop Restoration Strategies

. Conduct inventory project (97302), which will investigate a number of remote
lakes and streams in Prince William Sound to determine whether cutthroat
trout and Dolly Varden are present.

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 " TOTAL
Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate
970438 Habitat Improvement $24.0 $8.0 $0.0 $0.0 $32.0
97145 Anadromous/Resident Forms $229.7 $100.0 $0.0 $0.0 $329.7
97302 PWS Inventory $12.8 $0.0 $0.0 , $0.0 $12.8
TOTAL $266.5 $108.0 $0.0 $0.0 $374.5
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-Marine Mammals

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Monitor Harbor Seals and Research the Decline in Harbor Seals

. - Continue harbor seal research project (97001), which is documenting the

body condition and nutritional status of harbor seals.

. Continue harbor seal monitoring project (97064), which is examining possible
causes of the decline'in harbor seals including disease, reproduction, food

limitations, and killer whale predation.
. Continue stable isotope study (97170), which is assessing food webs in

Prince William Sound in an eﬂ‘ort to determine the reasons for the decline of

harbor seals

Monitor Killer Whales

. Continue killer whale investigation (97012-BAA), which is analyzing the long-
term effects of the oil spm on resident and transient pods of killer whales in

Prince William Sound. -

* Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997 -

Project Number and Title - FY 97 FYes | FY99 FY 00-02 TOTAL
, Authorized | Estimate | Estimate Estimate
97001 | Harbor Seal Condition and $192.0 $48.1 $00. |- $0.0 $240.1
Health Status ) o '

97012 | Killer Whale Investigation $157.5 - $157.5
97064 ..{ Harbor Seal Monitoring ’ $317.8 $150.0 ..} + $50.0 $0.0 $517.8
97170 | isotope Ratio Studies . 7 $143.0 $110.0 - %00 ' $0.0 | $%$253.3

TOTAL $810.6 $308.1 $50.0 $0.0 $1,168.7

- NOTE: An additional project that benefits harbor seals is discussed in the Subsistence Ciuster:

Project 97244, which enables Native hunters to provide harbor seal samples for ongoing restoration

projects.
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Nearshore Ecosystem

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Monitor Recovery

Continue harlequin duck monitoring project (97427) which is monitoring the |
reproductive success, population structure, and productivity of harlequin

‘ducks.

Prepare for publication results of sea otter population biology studles (97223).

Research Mechanisms Limiting Recovery

‘Continue nearshore vertebrate predator project (97025), which is examlnlng

whether recruitment processes, continuing exposure to oil, or food availability
are constraining the recovery of sea otters, river otters, harlequin ducks, and
pigeon guillemots.

Continue harlequin duck genetics project (97161), which is examining
whether harlequin recovery can occur only as a function of recruitment or
also through immigration of harlequins from unoiled areas.

Monitor the Fate and Persistence of Qil

Continue hydrocarbon database project (97290), which is analyzing
hydrocarbon samples collected through other Trustee Council projects.
Prepare for publication results of mussel bed restoration project (97090).
Complete report writing on microbial and chemical sediment project (97026).

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title ) FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 . FY 00-02 TOTAL
Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate

97025 | Nearshore Vertebrate Predators $1,736.3 $1,669.4 $450.0 $0.0 $3,855.7
97026 | Microbial Sediments Report $15.1 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $15.1
97090 | Mussel Bed Publications | $10.0 $0.0 $0.0 -$0.0 . %100
97161 | Harlequin Duck Genetics $98.8 $9.5 $0.0 $0.b $10é.3
97223 | Sea Otter Publications $43.0 $0.0 $0.d ‘ $0.0 '$43.0
67290 | Hydrocarbon Database $763. | $748 $748 | $224.4 $450.3
97427 | Harlequin Duck Monitoring $252.5 $252.5

TOTAL $2,232.0 $1,753.7 $524.8 $224.4 $4,734.9
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‘Seabird/Forage Fish and Related Projects

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Research Mechahisms Limiting Recovery

Continue Alaska Predator Ecosystem Experiment (APEX, 97163), which is
investigating link between availability of forage fish and productivity of seabirds.
Begin marbled murrelet project (97231), which will investigate link between
forage fish and marbled murrelet productivity and will complement APEX project.
Begin genetics project (97169), which will study relationships between different
populations of common murres, marbled murrelets, and pigeon guillemots.

Begin sand lance project (97306), which will study basic ecology, dlstnbutlon
and demographics of this forage fish in lower Cook Inlet.

Research and Monitor Populatibns

Continue Kittlitz's murrelet project (97142-BAA), which is evaluating abundance,
distribution, habitat use, productivity, and trophic position of this seabird.
Continue common murre project (97144), which is monitoring populations.
Prepare for publication results of marine bird survey project (97159), which
gathered information on status and recovery of seabirds in Prince William Sound.
Curate remaining seabirds salvaged from the oil spill (97167-BAA).

. Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title ' FYOT FY 98 FYeo | FYo00-02 | TOTAL
. Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate
97142 | Kittlitz's Murrelets | 1885 | | $0.0 $0.0 | -$188.5
97144 Common Murres A - $738 $50.0 $0.0 ~ $0.0 $123.8
97159 Marine Bird Surveys » $60.1 ; $60.1
97163 | APEX - - | st8000 |s1800 |st8000 | $176.4 | $55764
87167 Seabird Curation $32.A14 ’ $0.0 $0.0 $0'.0 $32.1
97169 | Genetics | $594 |  $78.1 $838 | $128 $234.1
97231 Marbled Murrelet Productmty . $120.0 “ ’ $120.0
97306 | Sand Lance Ecology. '$32.8 $300 | s00 | 00 | se2s
. TOTAL| $23667 |$1.9581 |$19038 | $189.2 | $6,417.8
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Archaeological Resources

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Monitor Archaeological Sites

. Continue index site monitoring project (97007A), which is periodically

checking on sample (“index”) sites to detect further damage from vandalism

and looting and to gauge the effect of oiling on archaeological deposits.

Restore and Protect Archaeological Sites ‘ §
. Continue site stewardship project (97149), which is providing training and

coordination for volunteers to monitor vandalized archaeological sites.
. Prepare for publication and public presentation results of site restoration
project (97007B).

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title

FY 00-02

FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 TOTAL

‘Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate
97007A . | Index Site Monitoring ' $145.0 $135.0 $145.0 $415.0 $840.0
970078 Site Restoration $19.9 $0.0 $0.0 © $0.0 $19.9
97149 Site Stewardship $66.3 $66.3 $13.9 $0.0 $146.5
' CTOTAL | s2312 | $2013 $4150 | $1,006.4

K

Note: In November 1996 the Restoration Office received the final report for the archaeological

$158.9

restoration planning project funded by the Trustee Council in FY 86 (86154). The report addresses
options for artifact repositories, display facilities, traveling exhibits, and site stewardship programs.
After legal and public review, the Council may decide to issue a special invitation for archaeological

restoration projects. The review process will include public meetings in affected communities in
Prince William Sound and Lower Cook Inlet in early 1997.

Fiscal Year 1997 Work Plan
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-Subsistence

‘Réstoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Restore Injured Subsistence Resources ~

Complete octopus project (97009D), which is determining the local density of
octopus and identifying the characteristics of good octopus habitat.

Enhance or Replace Injured Subsistence Resources

Continue Tatitlek remote release project (97127), which is creating a coho
salmon run near the community of Tatitlek.

Complete Chenega remote release project (9?272) which is creatmg a
chinook salmon run near the community of Chenega Bay.

Continue Port Graham pink salmon project (97225), which is mcreasmg the
availability of pink salmon near the community of Port Graham. -

Begin Kametolook River project (97247), which will enhance a coho salmon
run near the community of Perryville.

Continue Solf Lake stocking project (972568) which is stocking Solf Lake
near the community of Chenega Bay with sockeye salmon.

Continue Eastern PWS streams project (97220), which is installing log
structures in streams near the Native Village of Eyak in an effort to mcrease
wild salmon production.

Begin Port Graham streams project (97263) which will perform habltat
improvement techniques to enhance salmon streams near the community of
Port Graham. A

Continue clam restoration project (97131), which is working to reestablish
populations of littleneck clams near Port Graham, Nanwalek, Tatitlek,
Chenega Bay, and Ouzinkie.

Increase Involvement of Subsistence Users in the Restoration Process

Continue community involvement project (97052A), which is facilitating
communication and interaction among the Trustee Council, scientists, and

- residents of communities impacted by the oil spill.

Begin traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) project (97052B), which will
explore and facilitate the use of TEK in the restoration process.
Continue youth area watch project (97210), which is involving local junior

" high and high school students in ongoing restoration projects.

Continue community-based harbor seal project (97244), which is enabling
Native hunters to provide harbor seal samples for ongoing restoration
projects.
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. Begin elders-youth conference project (97286), which will plan a conference
for subsistence users and EVOS researchers to be held in FY 98.

. Complete harbor seal video project (97214), which will communicate local
knowledge and observations about harbor seals to the scientific community
and others.

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title FyY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 TOTAL
Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate

97009D Octopus Survey $48.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $48.0
97052A° | Community Involvement $248.4 $250.0 $250.0 $750.0 $1,498.4
970528 | Traditional Knowledge $94.5 ' $94.5
97127 .;Tatitle'k Coho Salmon Releasé $11.1 $12.0 $12.0 $0.0 $35.1
97131 Clam Restoration $365.0 $365.0 $730.0
97210 Youth Area Watch $150.0 $150.0 ) $300.0
97214 Harbor Seal Documentary $12.1 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $121
97220 Eastern PWS Salmon Habitat $115.0 $12.0 $0.0 $0.0 $127.0
97225 Port Graham Pinks " $744 $75.0 $75.0 $75.0 $299.4
97244 Community Harbor Seal $1149 $85.0 $0.0 $0.0 $199.9
97247 Kametolook River $31.4 $13.8 $14.1 $44.1 $103.4
97256B Solf Lake Stocking $50.0 $1435 $78.5 '$185.1 $457.1
97263 Port Graham Streams $58.0 $115.0 $12.0 . $0.0 $185.0
97272 Chenega Chinook Release $45.0 $0.0 $0.0 . $0.0 $45.0
97286 Elders/Youth Conference $15.8 $111.1 $0.0 $0.0 $126.9

TOTAL $1,433.6 $1,3324 $441.6 $1,054.2 | $4,261.8

Note: Additional projects that benefit subsistencé are discussed in other clusters. In general, all

projects which address resources used by subsistence harvesters are subsistence restoration

projects. One additional project, 97248, which would collect indigenous knowledge on herrlng and

other forage fish, is still under consideration by the Trustee Council.
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. Reduction of Marine Pollution

‘Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Reduce Marine Pollution

. Develop island-wide waste management plan for Kodlak Island (pro;ect
97304), to remove chronic sources of marine pollution and solid waste that
may be affecting recovery of injured resources.

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title Fyo7 | Fves FYss | Froo-02 | TOTAL
- ' = Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate o
97304 | Kodiak Waste Management |  $267.5 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $267.5
Plan )

NOTE: Project 97115, which will implement a portion of the Prince William Sound waste management
plan, is discussed in the Other Projects section.
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Habitat Improvement Projects

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Protect and Restore Habitat -

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Continue Kenai habitat restoration project (97180) which is restoring
degraded habitat along the banks of the Kenai River.
Conduct Valdez Duck Flats project (97230), which will develop a concept
plan for protection of habitat on the Duck Flats.

$0.0

Project Number and Title FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 TOTAL
Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate

97180 Kenai Habitat Restoration $599.4 $759.6 $0.0 $0.0 $1,359.0

97230 Valdez Duck Flats $67.8 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $67.8

TOTAL $667.2 $759.6 - $0.0 $1,426.8

NOTE: The Trustee Council's program to acquire land and conservation easements as a means of

- protecting the habitat of injured resources is discussed in the Habitat Protection and Acquisition
section. '
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.Ecosystem Synthesis

Restoration Strategies for Fiscal Year 1997

Prepare a Model of Research Results -
. Begin synthesis project (97300), which will work wzth EVOS pr1n01pal
‘ investigators and ecological modelers to facilitate synthesis of data collected
through the restoration process into mathematical and written descriptions of

the spill area ecosystem and how it changes in response to anthropogemc :

and natural events.

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title FY 97 . » FY 98 FY 98 FY 00-02 TOTAL
Authorized | Estimate Estimate Estimate
97300 | Ecosystem Synthesis - $64.9 $260.0° $324.9
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P_roje;:t Management

In FY 97, the costs of project management are identified in project 97250. Project
management is provided by resource managers in the six trustee agencies and
provides essential accountability to the work plan process. It includes such
functions as tracking the progress of restoration projects; ensuring that projects
meet their stated goals, objectives, and schedules; monitoring project expenditures;
and ensuring that all reports and other contract deliverables are properly performed.
- Prior to FY 97, project management funds were included in each individual
restoration project’s budget.

As illustrated below, the estimates of future years’ funding reflect a reduction in-

project management effort consistent with the decline in the annual funding targets
for the overall work plan.

Fuhding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 TOTAL
' Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate

97250 Project Management $641.6 $560.0 $480.0 $960.0 $2,6416
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HABITAT PROTECTION AND ACQUISITION

The Exxon Valdez Trustee Council funds the acquisition and protection of land in
order to protect the habitat of injured resources and services. Project 97126
continues the support services necessary for these land acquisitions, such as title
reports, appraisals, on-site inspections, hazardous materials surveys, land surveys
and timber cruises. '

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title - -FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 TOTAL
: Authorized | Estimate | Estimate | Estimate

97126 - Habitat Acquisition Support. $1,2826 $770.0 $565.0 $215.0 $2,832.6

As of December 1996, the Council has committed $210.3 million to protect 491,000 -
acres of land in large parcels, including inholdings in Kachemak Bay State Park,
land adjacent to Seal Bay/Tonki Cape on Afognak Island, commercial timber rights
on land along Orca Narrows, a parcel on Shuyak Island, and lands owned by
Akhiok-Kaguyak, Inc., Old Harbor Native Corporation, Koniag, Inc., Chenega
Corporation, and Tatitlek Corporation. Final acceptance of the offer from the Tatitlek
Corporation depends on a vote of shareholders. Negotiations continue with five
landowners to protect additional habitat. The landowners are Eyak Corporation,
Port Graham Corporation, English Bay Corporation, Afognak Joint Venture, and
Koniag, Inc. ‘

The Council has also authorized offers to purchase 37 small parcels of land at
appraised fair market value, a contribution of $4 million to acquire a package of
lands owned by the Kenai Natives Association, and up to $1 million to acquire key
waterfront parcels that were forfeited to the Kodiak Island Borough for tax
delinquency. Fourteen additional small parcels are under active consideration.

Interests in the lands protected by the Council range from acquisition of fee simple
title to various forms of conservation easements.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION/SCIENCE
MANAGEMENT/ADMINISTRATION

The cost of the administrative functions necessary to efficiently implement the -
restoration program (project 97100) continue to decline in FY 97 — from $4.2 million
in FY 95 to $3.4 million in FY 96 to $2.9 million in FY 97. Further reductions are
expected through FY 2002, consistent with the planned transition to the Restoration
Reserve in FY 2003. ' , ' '

Project 97100 includes funds for the independent scientific review of project
proposals and results, the Trustee Council's 17-member Public Advisory Group
(PAG), the Oil Spill Public Information Center (OSPIC), the Council’'s Annual
Restoration Workshop, public meetings and other communication efforts such as the
Council's newsletter and radio program, operations and staff support for the Trustee
Council itself, an annual financial audit, and a variety of smaller items.

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title - . FY97 FY 98 FY99s | FY 00-02 TOTAL
Authorized Estimate Estimate Estimate
97100 Public Info/Science Mgt/ $2,857.1 $2,800.0 $2,500.0 $4,700.0 $12,857.1
Administration
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RESTORATION RESERVE

In recognition of the fact that complete.recovery from the oil spill may not occur for
decades, the Trustee Council established the Restoration Reserve to hold funds to
be used for restoration after the last annual payment is received from Exxon
Corporation in September 2001. For FY 97, the Trustee Council deposited $12
million in the reserve account. This deposit, the Council’s fourth, brings the total in
the account to $48 million. Annual deposits of $12 million in each of the next five
years would provide a reserve of $108 million plus interest. .

Allocation of the funds to specific restoration activities has not yet been made.
During FY 97, Trustee Council staff will develop options for the future management
and use of the reserve account. During the fall and winter of 1998, public
workshops on the options will be conducted throughout the spill area as well as in
Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau. The Council is scheduled to make a decision
on the future of the Restoration Reserve by March 1999.

Funding Authorized for Fisca‘l4 Year 1997

Project Number and Title FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 - FY 00;02 TOTAL
: Authorized Estimate Estimate Estimate
97424 Restoration Reserve $12,000.0 $12,000.0 $12,000.0 $36,000.0 | $72,000.0

NOTE: During the fiscal years 1994 through 1996, the Trustee Council deposited $36 million in the
Restoration Reserve, bringing today’s total to $48 million and the projected total in the year 2002 to
$108 million plus interest. :
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OTHER PROJECTS

In addition to the projects and activities described on the preceding pages, the
Trustee Council also authorized funds for two proposals submitted for capital
construction projects. These “other projects”
in more detail in Appendix A.

are summarized below, and described

Continue Sound Waste Management Plan project (97115), which in FY 97
will construct “environmental operations stations” in communities in Prince
William Sound to facilitate proper disposal of oily and solid wastes.

Begin fish pass project (97197), which will construct a fish pass at the Alaska
Sealife Center in Seward to be used for propagation of experimental runs of
salmon for genetic studies to be conducted at the Center.

Funding Authorized for Fiscal Year 1997

Project Number and Title FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00-02 TOTAL
Authorized Estimate Estimate Estimate
97115 Sound Waste Management - $1,167.9 $75.0 $0.0 $0.0 $1,242.9
Plan
97197 Sealife Center Fish Pass $545.6 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $545.6
V TOTAL $1,713.5 $75.0 $0.0 - $0.0 $1,788.5

Note: One additional capital construction project, 97151, which would expand the Prince William
Sound Science Center in Cordova, is still under consideration by the Trustee Council.
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Appendix A -- Description of Projects and Trustee Council Action

How to read Appendix A: i

Proposer

Lead Agency t
New or Cont'd.

FY 97 Approved
* FY 98 Estimate
- FY 99 Estimate

FY 00-02 Estimate

FY 97-02 Estimate

Project Abstract

© Chief Scientist's
Recommendation

Trustee Council
Action

The individua! organization or Trustee agency that submitted the projéct proposal.

'-The Trustee agency (DOI, NOAA, USFS, ADEC, ADF&G, or ADNR) to which the pro;ect has been

assigned for project management purposes.

What year FY 97 is in the Trustee Council’s funding'of the project, followed by the total humbér of
years Council funding is expected to be sought (e.g., 3rd year of a 5-year project).

The amo'unf of fun'ding approved by the Trustee Council for FY 97.

For multi-year projects, the estimated project cost for FY 98.

.. The estimated project cost for FY 99.

Sum of the estimated project cost from FY 2000 to FY 2002.

-Sum of the estimated project cost for all years, beginning in FY 97 and ending w;th FY 2002 -- or the
project's completlon whichever is sooner. .

A brief summary of the project.

A summary of the Chief Scientist’s review of the project’s technical merit.

An explanation of the Trustee Council's decision on project funding for FY 97.




APPENDIX A: DESCRIPTION OF PROJECTS AND TRUSTEE COUNCIL ACTION

Page A-1

Project Lead - New or FY 97 FY98 FY99 FY00-02 FY97-02
Number Project Title Proposer Agency Cont'd Approved Estimate Estimate Estimate  Estimate
97001 Recovery of Harbor Seals From . CastellinlUAF ~ ADFG  Contd $192.0 $48.1 $0.0 $0.0 $240.1

EVOS: Condition and Health 3rd yr. : ,

Status 4 yr. project

Project Abstract Chief Scientist's Recommendation Trustee Council Action

This prOJect focuses on the health of harbor seals,
a marine mammal species that is not recovering in
Prince William Sound. Personnel from the '
University of Alaska in cooperation with the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game will continue and
expand work with harbor seals to assess their
health, blood metabolites, blubber chemistry and
size in relation to their ecological and nutritional
requirements. The project addresses potential
health and nutritional problems that may be
impeding harbor seal recovery. In FY 97, the
project greatly expands collaborative work with =
Native hunters through the Alaska Native Harbor
Seal Commission and will initiate work in FY 98 at
the Alaska Seal.ife Center.

This ongoing project is measuring the body
condition and health of harbor seals in the oil spill

. area. Considerable progress is being made and
an additional year of data in FY 97 is needed.
Fund. .

Fund. This project will document the body condition
and nutritional status of harbor seals to help explain
the decline in the Prince William Sound harbor seal
population. This project complements Project /064
and will enable managers, subsistence hunters, and
others to focus their concerns and efforts on the
most probable sources of population decline. In FY
97, the focus of this project will shift to the health of
juvenile harbor seals.

97007A

Project Abstract _
Monitoring of archaeological sites on public land
injured by vandalism and oiling will concentrate on
a sample of index sites in the three regions of the
spill. Oiled sites will be tested for reintroduced oil.
The project will end in FY 99 if monitoring shows
no continued injury. A

Archaeological Index Site Monitoring D. Reger/ADNR

Cont'd
3rd yr.
8 yr. project

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
Conceptually, this is a good project that continues
to address "recovery" at injured archaeological
sites. This project should be funded as now
proposed. .

$145.0

$135.0 $145.0 $415.0 $840.0

Trustee Council Action
Fund continuation of index site monitoring program,
which provides for monitoring of archaeological sites
injured by vandalism and.oiling. The original
proposal also included monitoring an additional four
sites on Kodiak and Shuyak islands newly acquired
through the Trustee Council's habitat protection
program. This concept has merit, but warrants
further deliberation.
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97007B-CLO  Site Specific Archaeological L. Yarborough/UsFs USFS  Contd $19.9 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $19.9

- Restoration 3rd yr.
’ 3 yr. project
Project Abstract Chief Scientist's Recommendation Trustee Council Action

This project will provide funding for an additional
phase of the Forest Service's archaeological
restoration at sites SEW-440 and SEW-488. The
final report on the restoration project having been
completed in FY 96, this phase of the project will
complete presentation of the results to the
professional and general public. The Principal
Investigator will disseminate the findings of the
excavations of SEW-440 and SEW-488 through a
peer-reviewed journal article and presentations of
results at a major professmnal conference and to
community groups. -

This is an on-going and successful project to
assess and extract information from archaelogical
sites. This project deserves continued support.
Fund.

Fund. This project will disseminate the findings of
the excavations of SEW-440 and SEW-488 through
a peer-reviewed journal article and presentations of
results at a major professional conference and to
community groups. These excavations provided
significant insights into early occupants of Prince
William Sound.

970090 CcLO Survey of Octopuses in Intertxdal
Habatats .

Project Abstract
This.project addresses concerns that octopus and
chiton have been depleted by EVOS and that
subsistence uses are impaired. In this proposai,
close-out costs are requested for FY 97, the third
year of the project. The first year (FY 95) was to
establish the feasibility of working with octopus in
Prince William Sound, identify suitable study sites,
and evaluate techniques. The second year (FY
96) is focusing on the factors in nearshore habitats

D. Scheel/Prince
William Sound
Science Center

Contd
3rd yr.
3 yr. project

$48.0

Chief Scientist's Recommendatqon
This is a good project to analyze and report data
on a two-year study of octopus in PWS. Ithas
addressed the concerns of local people about the
abundance of octopus and chitons and has
" identified octopus habitat in Prince William Sound.
Fund.

that are important to octopus, and on the turnover -

rates of octopus in those habitats.

$0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $48.0

Trustee Council Action
Fund. This project provides close-out funds for a
two-year survey of octopus designed to address the
concern that octopus stocks were depleted by the
oil spill and that subsistence use of this resource is
impaired. Funding is included for providing study
results to communities who participated in the study.
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97012-BAA Comprehensive Killer Whale C. Matkin/North Gulf NOAA Cont'd $157.5 $157.5
: Investigation in Prince William Oceanic Society 5th yr.
- Sound 5 yr. project
Project Abstract : Chief Scientist's Recommendation Trustee Council Action

This project continues the monitoring of the
damaged AB pod and other Prince William.Sound
killer whales that has occurred on a yearly basis
since 1984. It provides further analysis of a GIS
database on killer whales. When coupled with
genetic and acoustic data, the analysis will '
evaluate recovery of killer whales, recognize
changes in behavioral ecology, estimate killer
whale predation on harbor seals, and estimate
impacts of the harbor seal decline on the potential
recovery of killer whales. Year round residency of
killer whales will be assessed using a remote
hydrophone system. Environmental contaminant
levels in the blubber of specific whales will be -
determined and potential effects on recovery
evaluated. . :

This proposal is excellent, combining
well-established techniques and some innovative
methods. The publication record of the principal
investigator has improved. A successful review
was held in November 1996 and | recommend that
the work proposed for FY 97 be funded. Funding
beyond FY 97 will be contingent on developing
objectives and milestones for completion of this
project.

Fund. However, funding beyond FY 97 will be
contingent on developing objectives and milestones
for completion of the project. This project is
providing valuable information about the long-term
effects of the oil spill on resident and transient pods
of killer whales in Prince William Sound and
correlates the effects in part to their prey.
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Number Project Title Proposer Agency Contd Approved Estimate Estimate Estimate ‘ Estimate

97025 - Mechanisms of Impact and L. Holland-Bartels, DOl Cont'd $1,736.3 $1,669.4 $450.0 $0.0  $3,855.7
Potential Recovery of Nearshore et al/NBS-DOI 3rd yr. ' o

Vertebrate Predators (NVP)

Project Abstract
The Nearshore Vertebrate Predator project (N\fP)
makes an integrated assessment of trophic,
health, and demographic factors across a suite of
apex predators injured by the spill to determine
mechanisms constraining recovery and to improve
knowledge of the status of recovery. Primary
hypotheses are: 1) Recovery of nearshore
resources injured by EVOS is limited by recruitment
processes; 2) Initial and/or residual cil in benthic
habitats and in or on benthic prey organisms has
had .a limiting effect on the recovery of benthic
foraging predators; and 3) EVOS-induced
changes in populations of benthic prey species
have influenced the recovery of benthic foraging
predators. .

5 yr. project

Chief Scientist's Recommendation
This project uses an ecosystem approach to
examine recovery of injured species in the
nearshore ecosystem. It was reviewed in depth at
a workshop in February 1996. Recently, the
results from the avian copredator work have
become available, indicating that some continuing
work on Barrow's goldeneyes and gulls is
advisable but that other aspects of the work can
be safely eliminated. In addition, funds to prepare

- pre-NVP sea otter publications should be

contingent on acceptance by the Chief Scientist of

reports from Project MM6. Budget increases over
previous projections for on-going components (i.e.,

not including the avian copredator component)
were substantial, but the project proposers have
reduced these budgets. Fund.

, Trustee Council Action

Fund, including an additional $30,500 for the final
year of limited avian copredator work which was
deferred by the Trustee Council in August (final
analyses in FY 98 will be conducted within the
$1,669,400 expected to be approved for FY 98).
Funding for preparation of sea otter publications
($10,000 approved in August) is contingent on
acceptance by the Chief Scientist of the reports

from Project MM6. The researchers conducting sea

otter surveys under this project should explore ways
of involving local sea otter hunters in their
research/monitoring efforts. In general, the
nearshore ecosystem, including intertidal habitat
and-organisms, was the area hardest hit by the oil
spill. This project monitors recovery of intertidal
organisms and closely linked vertebrate predators
and addresses the question of whether continuing
contamination is slowing recovery of vertebrate
predators.
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97026-CLO  Report Writing: Integration of J. Braddock/lUAF ADEC  Contd $15.1 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $15.1

Microbial and Chemical Sediment 1styr.

Data 1 yr. project

Project Abstract Chief Scientist's Recommendation Trustee Council Action

This project will provide funds to complete final
data analysis and report writing begun under
Project 95026/Hydrocarbon Monitoring: Integration
of Microbial and Chemical Sediment Data. In FY
95, work began late on the project due to a delay

- in the processing of an RSA from the Department
of Environmental Conservation to the University of
Alaska Fairbanks. The $15,100 requested here is
an amount equal to the amount of FY 95 funds
that lapsed before the project could be completed.
The analysis of the combined microbial/chemical
data sets will allow estimates of removal rates of
hydrocarbons from contaminated sediments by
biological processes. :

Funding for additional analyses are recommended

for completion of this project with the stipulation
that the results of this work be published in open,
peer-reviewed scientific literature.

Fund. This project will conclude the analysis and
report writing begun under Project 95026, and
includes preparation of a