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)~-PUBLIC COMMENTS ON 
SMALL PARCELS 
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC ADVISORY GROUP 
INFORMAL BRIEFING 
NOVEMBER 17, 1995 

The Executive Director briefed the Public Advisory Group at an informal session on the 
proposed small parcel package to be considered by the Trustee Council on November 
20. This was not a formal meeting, it was not publicly noticed, and no votes were 
taken. The following is a summary of the comments received: 

Overall comments 
- The small parcel package is a worthwhile effort and the Council should move 

forward with these actions. 
- The Council should ensure that all lands to be acquired do not receive further 

public access to the detriment of the habitat and the injured resources. An additional 
concern was expressed about agencies' future funding and their future ability to 
manage these lands. 

- Is there enough money within the Trustee Council's overall financial plan to 
commit this amount to small parcels? Yes, there is based on accrued interest, lapsed 
money from projects, and the fact that all the planning for the various categories is 
based on a range of estimates. 

PWS 17 - Ellamar 
- Nancy' Lethcoe questioned how this acquisition would provide for access to 

the uplands since the surrounding land is owned by Tatitlek Corporation. The 
restoration benefits report will be revised to reflect that the acquisition will ensure 
access to shorelands for camping areas. 

PWS 52 and 05 - Valdez Duck Flats and Hayward Parcel (Zook) 
- Dave Cobb questioned the relative ranking of these two parcels, one being 

high and the other moderate. Information was given to him that PWS 52 scored more 
highly on the basis of threat and management potential. 

- Nancy Lethcoe noted that PWS 05 had Hudsonian Godwits on it. 

KEN 54 and KNA package 
- Brenda Schwantes asked why the appraised values appeared so low 

compared to a parcel such as Lowell Point. It was explained that the larger parcels 
tended to have acreage that wasn't river frontage, was less suitable for development, 
and hence less valuable. 

Kenai River parcels 
- Dave Cobb thought that restoration benefit for pink salmon habitat in the 

Kenai River was a stretch, and suggested that the benefit was actually overall fish 
habitat. 

-----·---
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Reaolution 95-0l 

A aeaolution to the Exxon Valdez ~~et~c coun~il s~p0%~ing the 
a~quisieio~ o£ ~enai RiVQr p~e~er~ies important for their fish 
habitat and reer~ut~onal val~es. 

Whereas ~ertain lands along the Kenai Riv~r wntch are impo~tant 
to rastori~g valuable riparian h~itat for species injured by 
the ~~on Valdez oil spill have been offered for sale by the:r 
O'N!lers, and 

Where~s these land~ include the following land~, sa~ama~of 
Pa=el, KEN 54; Cone ?arcel, KEN 3?; Steph::tnka Tro.<:t:., KEN 1004; 
Xobylar2 Subditrision, K6N lO; River Ranch, KEN ~AS; ~nd r.hc 
Girves Parcel, KEN 1006, and 

Whereas, if these lands are purch~cca, there is greater 
li~elihoo~ Lhat important fish habitat and recreation lands can 
be protected and maintained for the puOlic, instead of sold tc 
private indj.y lduals arid developed, d-'ld 

Whereas ~he management of these lands is to be divided bet~aen 
the US Fi~h and W~l~life Service and th~ Alazka DeDartment of 
Natural ~esourees for the public's b~'lefit, and -

Whereas, the acquisition of the Salamatof ~~reel and Stephanka 
Traet i~ espeeially critical for restoring former USFWS lands to 
the Kenai National Wildlife Ref~~e so that they can he protected 
for their resource valuas. 

Therefore, be it =esolved the Kenai River Special Management Are~ 
A~viso~ Board fully supports ths pu~ehase of these la~~= by Lhe 
T~stee Council to he held for the puhlie by the United States 
FJ.sh and Wildlife Service and ths l'\lask& DGp;,.rt~>~cnt. of Natural 
Res~rces, and ~anagsd in accordance ~ith the purposes of the 
Kenai National Wildli!e Refuge and the Kenai River Special 
Manag:;,ment Zttca.. 

nate 

ICB~::a.l A:ror;~; Offi~ Qmr t:?-11\ &ldQ\na,. AX $1EES91 Sot~ ~i 
}\enar Penins.uta &:lmuPh. Sal a;o. ~~~a. AA ~. 2::.\d~a 2Q2-4441 
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Sierra Oub 
Alaska Field Office 
241 E. Fifth Avenue, Suite 205, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 276-4048 • FAX (907) 258-6807 

November 17, 19.95 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage AK 99501 
fax 907-276-7178 

RE: Small Parcels -- Kenai Natives Association package 

Dear Trustee Council Members, 

The Sierra Club has long supported federal acquisition from 
willing sellers of private inholdings within the Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge. In particular, we have supported the proposal 
negotiated between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife. Service (FWS} and 
the Kenai Natives Association (KNA) for FWS to acquire a package 
of KNA land parcels within the Refuge. 

We urge the Trustee Council to adopt the recommendation of its 
executive director by contributing four million dollars 
($4,000,000) of oil spill restoration funds towards the 
completion of this purchase. 

The Kenai National Wildlife Refuge is extremely valuable wildlife 
habitat for many species, including several species injured by 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Acqu~sition and protection of 
private lands within its boundaries will greatly improve FWS's 
ability to manage the whole Refuge for the protection of wildlife 
populations and for the benefit of Alaskans and other Americans. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

~eil_.Bz~t.L 
Pamela Brodie 
Alaska Rainforest Coordinator 

_________ Primed on Recycled Paper---------
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ALAS~A.WILDERNESS32696 

Alaska 
Wilderness 
Recr~atiol').& 
Tounsm ~ 
Association 

To: Molly McCammon, PAG Group 
From: Nancy R. Lethcoe 
Date: Aprill4, 1995 

907 835 Sb 7'3 F • Q l 

P.O. Box 1353 
Valdez, AK 99686 

Phone: 907-83!5-4300 
Fax: 907.835.5679 

I am sorry I am not able to attend the April 20-21 meeting, but I must be in Fairbanks for a promO[ional 
show for our business. I look forward to joining you at the June 13-14 meeting- unless we receive so 
many bookings I am unable to get away. 

I have concerns about three small parcels I wish to bring to your attention: 

1. The University of Alaska has two land parcels adjacent to the Valdez Duck Flat~. The Forest Service 
agreed to sponsor one parcel which is the site of its Valdez information center. The other, adjacent 
parcel, was not sponsored. I did not realize that this area was two separate parcels until quite recently 
and have been trying to identify why the Forest Service did not sponsor both parcels (please see attached 
letter to Phil Janik). 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service lists the Valdez Duck Flats as an Area of National Significance, 
because Hudson ian God wits nest here. The unsponsored parcel is a significant po:tion of the Valdez 
Duck Flats viewshcd for the Information Center, but more importantly, the alder shrublands and 
saltmarsh extending out to the mudflats are important habitat for rnicrotines, river otter, weasel, numer
ous nesting birds, and a rich mudflats flora and fauna. This is an important staging area for shorebirds 
during the spring and fall migrations. Bald eagles perch on the dead limbs of the cottonwoods while 
feeding in the area. The spruce forests (on inner point on southern boundary) are thought to be nesting 
sites for marbled murrelets which are seen in the Duck Flats area. Harbor seals and Steller Sea !tons feed 
in the adjacent mudflats at high tide and haul out on the rocky islets. Some years, in the winter large 
flocks of common murres move into this area to feed. Sea otters feed in this area year round. The AT 
Transient Pod of Killer Whales and others have been spotted in Port Valdez and may be feeding on the 
animals that feed in the Duck Flats. Some of the area may be used as a nursery for out-migrating salmon 
fry and as a milling area for spawning salmon. I am told that some local residents gather eggs for subsis
tence usc in this area. 

According to Martin Epstein, the University of Alaska is a willing seller, although they also have some
one who wants to purchase the land for an RV park. Construction of an RV park here would not only 
destroy this biologically rich parcel and adversely affect the adjacent mudflats, but it would also have a 
significant impact on the visual quality and wildlife viewing opportunities for local residents and other 
tourists. Currently, at least 200,000 visitors pass this area annually. The Forest Service estimates that 
80,000-120,000 stop at their interpretive center. Local businesses conduct wildlife watching trips by 
kayak trips in the area. Valdez AWRTA members and local residents would like to see wildlife viewing 
and interpretive areas constructed- perhaps across the highway in conjunction with the City's Gazebo. 
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We are most concerned about the Joss of habitat and opportunities to view wildlife dependent upon that 
habitat. 

2. The second parcel is at Jack Bay. Please see my attached letter to Martin Epstein. This parcel is very 
important to local recreational users, AWRTA business members, and the ctuise/tourboat industry. We 
strongly support purchasing and adding it to the Jack Bay Marine Park. We would hope to see the 
habitat protected, while perhaps adding some amenities to the area, such as trails, mooring buoys, and 
tent camping sites. The area is viewed by all tourboat and cruiseship passengers entering and leaving 
Port Valdez. Logging would impact the visual quality. The old growth forest provides nesting, shelter, 
and perch sites for numerous birds. We do not know if any marbled murrelets nest in the area. but river 
otter, weasel, and mink are known to occur. Offshore, sea otters, harbor seals. Steller sea lions and killer 
whales use the adjacent waters. The site also has intertidal zone values. 

3. I have received a fax from Michael McBride of Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge describing the Fox 
Island Small Parcel. I would like to suggest that this site be reviewed for possible purcha>e and inclusion 
in the Kachemak Bay State Park. 

Sincerely, 

-?--7 / -zfbL 
Nancy R. Lethcoe 

J 
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j DEPART:tiEST OF NATURAL RESOL'"RCES 

DIVISION OF PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION 

June 7. 1994 

Mr. Jim Ayers, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Jim: 

360 1 C S7REET. SUITE 120c 
ANCHORAGE. ALASf<P. 9~SUJ 
PHONE. (907) 762-2600 

MAILING ADDRESS 
PO BOX 107001 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 995'0-:0:>C · 

:::x"O" c A n 

I am certain the Trustee Council is receiving many nominations for small 
parcel acquisitions. As both a participant and observer of this important 
process, I would like to offer a recommendation for a purchase which I 
believe is important. 

In 1983, the Alaska Legislature created the Horseshoe Bay State Marine 
Park on the northwest shore of La Touche Island in Prince William Sound. 
Unfortunately, within the statutory boundary of this marine park is a large 
patented private parceL The property is owned by Lucy and Cliff Groh of 
Anchorage. I have had contact with the Grohs on the importance of this 
parcel for several years. They are now willing to sell the land, have 
nominated it to the Council for purchase, and I urge that it be acquired. 

I have visited this site, which was oiled by the Exxon spill. and have always 
viewed it as biologically rich and important. Horseshoe Creek has salmon. 
the Bay itself is a small bight with is heavily used by pelagic birds. I 
possesses important recreation values. The surrounding lands are a state park 
and if the Groh property were developed. it would have a negative impact on 
this legislatively-designated protected area. 

1 hq e the Trustee Council will purchase this property . 
. ('{ 
l {' 1 

Sk c rely 
, I, :Jn 

i ,;,; ;_y 
Neil C. Jbhannsen 
Director 
Alaska State Parks 

-. '-, 
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FOCUS COMPANY 
"Commercial Real Estate Brokerage & Consulting" 

February 7, 1995 

Mr. Alex Swiderski 
Assistant Attorney General 
State of Alaska 

(Via FAX 278-7022) 

Department of Law 
1031 W. 4th Avenue, Suite #200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re: Exxon Valdez Restoration Trustee Council; Small Parcel 
Habitat Protection and Acquisic.ion Process; "PWS ll"parcel 
located on LaTouche Island in Prince William Sound 

Dear Mr. Swiderski, 

Thank you for speaking with me by phone last Thursday regarding 
the above. 

As I explained to you, I represent the owner of the above 
referenced parcel of real property. 

The property is an approximate 315 acres at 
315 acres consists of subdivided Tracts 1, 
platted lots comprising 202 acres, and Tracts 
113 acres. 

Horseshoe Bay. The 
2 , and 5 and 12 9 
3 and 4 comprising 

The property is "T" shaped with 1678 feet of waterfront on 
Horseshoe Bay. Many maps indicate that the State's Horseshoe Bay 
State Marine Park encompasses the waterfront at Horseshoe Bay. 
This is, in fact, not correct, in that the private parcel 
referenced herein comprises the most of the beachfront at 
Horseshoe Bay, including Horseshoe Creek. The private parcel, in 
fact, bisects Horseshoe Bay State Marine Park. 

I have extensive exhibits which support the ownership, parcel 
size, relationship to the State Park, etc. 

I, and the owners, believe that the highest and best use of the 
property is to include it in the Park. The some 134 legal parcels 
are currently under one ownership. It appears that this a unique 
situation within the Small Parcels in the Sound. The owner is a 
willing seller. Protection of this parcel at this time would 
prevent numerous future inholder situations. 

.·.~ 

903 W. Northern Lights Blvd., #204 • Anchorage, AK 99503 (907) 277·9933 FAX (907) 274·9976 P.O. Box 242513 • Anchorage. AK 99524 



) 
(Mr. Alex Swiderski, page 2) 

The property appears to optimally have met the threshold criteria 
analysis. In addition, the detailed analysis concerning (1) 
potential benefits to restoration, (2) threat to the parcel, and 
( 3) ability to manage the parcel, should show this parcel as a 
prime candidate for protection via acquisition. 

The potential benefits to restoration should be very similar to 
the nearby Chenega "PWS 07" parcel which was rated high. 

The threat to the parcel is as previously explained, i.e. the 
sale of various small portions to various owners. 

The ability to manage is spoken to adequately by Neil Johanssen's 
letter. 

The State of Alaska appears to be a willing custodian of this 
property (see letter of June 7, 1994 Johannsen to Ayers attached 
hereto). 

I have also attached hereto for your reference: 

1. Excerps from AS 41.21.304(9) creating the State Marine 
Parks 

2. Plat ~83-7 of Horseshoe Bay Subdivision filed July 28, 
1983, in the Valdez Recording District 

3. A map showing the relationship of the property to 
Horseshoe Bay and the State Park 

The request herein is that the Department of Law sponsor/support 
the acquisition of this property in the upcoming Trustee Council 
meeting, which meeting we understand will include Small Parcels 
as an agenda item. 

I will deliver an original of this writing to you on February 8, 
1995, and also phone you to discuss. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dave Deans, 
President and Broker 

enclosures 
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Kachemak Bay State Park 
Citizens Advisory Board 

March 8, 1995 

Resolution 

regarding: Overlook Park (ID KEN 55) and Baycrest (ID KEN 12) 

Whereas Overlook Park was ranked of Moderate importance and in the first 
fourteen of your ranking for parcels that merit acquisition, and 

whereas the 97 acre Overlook Park is valuable for habitat protection because of 
extensive tidal pools, intertidal habitat, and a bench with open meadows, bogs, 
freshwater ponds, and a variety of birds and mammals including moose and bear, and 

whereas the intertidal habitat contains an especially diverse flora and fauna, and 

whereas Overlook Park is situated below the Sterling Highway scenic overlook 
west of Homer and is part of the magnificent view of Kachemak Bay and Cook Inlet that 
is enjoyed by residents of and visitors to Homer, and 

whereas Neil Johannsen, Director of the Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation, has stated that the Division would willingly act as the principal managing 
agency "since the parcel is in view of and in close proximity to our existing Homer ranger 
station and would not create an undue burden on our ability to operate and marntain other 
state parks in the area", and 

whereas Baycrest is a 90 acre parcel east of Overlook Park which would provide 
upland access to it, and 

whereas Baycrest is in imminent danger of development which would erode the 
bluffs and damage both the bench and the tidal pools, therefore 

be it resolved that the Kachemak Bay State Park Citizens Advisory Board request 
the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council purchase these properties due to their importance to 
the spill affected area and their contribution towards the restoration oflost values and 
services. If a choice must be made between the two, Overlook Park is the higher priority. 



KACHEMAK BAY STATE PARK 
CITIZEN'S ADVISORY BOARD 

P.O. Box 3248 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

DAVE STUTZER, CHAIRMAN 

Resolution 95-2 

Resolution in support of small parcel acquisition of Overlook 
Park (KEN 55 and Baycrest (KEN 12) 

Whereas, the Kachemak Bay State Park Citizen's Advisory Board 
whose membership includes citizens appointed by the Director of 
Alaska State Parks to advise the Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation regarding management issues and make recommendations, 
and 

Whereas, this board has a long standing history of support for 
the management of properties important for the health and welfare 
of the people, and 

Whereas, this board has the same long history of support for the 
inclusion of properties important for habitat and resource 
protection into the State Park system, and 

Whereas, the Overlook Park and Baycrest properties meet all 
criteria for small parcel acquisition, are a logical inclusion 
into the State Park system and have a wide public support in the 
Homer area for such inclusion, 

We resolve, by unanimous vote, that the acquisition and 
protection of these parcels is important to the people of l".laska 
and for the management of the habitat and resources therein. 

Resolution approved: 

Chairman, KBSP Citizens' Advisory Board 

Approved March 8, 1995 
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CITY OF H0!1ER 
H0!1ER, ALASKA 

· RESOLUTION · 9 5- 21· 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, 
ALASKA Su?PORTING THE ACQUISITION AND 
PROTECTION OF OVERLCXJK PARK AND BAYCREST 
WHICH ARE mPORTANT TO ALASKA AND TO HOMER. 

Cushir:g 

WHEP~, the 97 acre Overlook Park situated below the Sterling 
Highway scenic overlook west of Homer is a bench of open meadows, 
bogs, freshwater pounds and home to a variety of birds and mammals 
including moose, bear and eagles and is a pristine and fragile 
habitat unsuitable for commercial/residential development; and 

WHEREAS, strong community support in the form of signed 
petitions in the past has indicated its ideal use as a park; and 

WHEREAS, Overlook Park (parcel ID KEN 55) is currently under 
consideration for purchase by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council for habitat protection and restoration; and 

WHEREAS, Neil Johannsen, Director of Alaska State Parks, has 
stated that this parcel has habitat, scenic, and recreation value 
and that Alaska State Parks would willing act as the principle 
.mana~ing agent "since the parcel is in view of and in close 
prox~mity to our existing Homer ranger station and would not create 
an undue burden on our ability to operate and maintain other state 
parks in the area"; and 

WHEREAS, in addition, parcel Baycrest (ID KEN 12) adjacent to 
Overlook Park is a logical addition, its natural systems being 
contiguous with the latter; acquisition of this parcel could 
facilitate access to Overlook Park and to the intertidal areas 
zones of both parcels; and 

NOW, THEPEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Homer, 
Alaska supports the acquisition and protection of Overlook Park ili>d 
Baycrest which are important to Alaska and to Homer; and 

BE IT FURTHER PESOLVED that the City Council of Homer, Alaska 
requests purchase of these properties by the Exxon Valdez Oil spill 
Trustee Council, noting that if a choice must be made between the 
two that Overlook Park is the higher priority. 

PASSED 1
AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA this 

3rd day of. April, 1995. 

1ATIEST: 

/~ 



july22, 1994 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Trustee Council members, 

The Kachemak Heritage Land Trust would like to ask that an 
88+ acre parcel owned by Michael Bullock (known as Country Club 
Estates, tracts 1, 2 and 4) adjacent to Overlook Park be purchased for 
habitat protection. Combined with the Overlook Park property 
(nominated by owners Sandra Cronland, joyanna Geisler, Michael 
McNiven, Sharon Whytal and David Lloyd) it would help to protect 
valuable habitat, and provide access to over 175 acres of benchland. 
lakes, cliffs, ocean beach and rare tidepools. By nature of their 
combined acreage the t'NO parcels together vvould be of sufficient size 
to safely protect the natural integrity of the area. 

The property owned by Mr. Bullock is key to the future access 
of Overlook Park. It is also in immediate danger of development. 
Mr. Bullock intends to put a 30 lot subdivision in on his benchland 
adjacent to Overlook Park. He has obtained Army Corps of Engineer 
permits and is actively pursuing other permits and approvals. His 
road is already punched through from Augustine Drive to the beach. 
Development of Mr. Bullock's land would contribute to the rapid 
decline in the marine life in the tidal pools by adding to the natural 
sloughing of the bluff and thereby speeding the rate of erosion. 
Detrimental effects can already be seen from the road construction 
done to date. 

Mr. Bullock has notified KHL T that he has applied to the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council for the acquisition of this property. . · \ 
He has stated that he would prefer to see this land under protection .~ 



···~ 

as a park, but cannot afford to hold onto it much longer in its present 
state. Kachemak Heritage Land Trust asks that the Trustee Council 
purchase these two properties and in doing so, both protect special 
natural habitat and prevent harmful development in one grand 
move. 

Thank you very much for your time. We remain available for 
any questions concerning Overlook Park or the Bullock property. We 
appreciate your efforts and wish you the best of luck in this 
complicated process. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Seaman 
President 
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J The Nature Conservancy 
--=...:. ·-· --·...:.: '- \.> ~: • 

Washington/Alaska Field Office 
1601 Second Avenue. Suite 910, Se;nt\e, \\'ashingtull ~1:-ilOl 

(:206) 624-9623 

Senator Paul A. Fischer 
Senate District D. 
30:0: 704 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

Dear Senator Fischer: 

January 31, 1985 

'l;: 0 .. _ 

[his is to ackno<vledge our receip~t of your letter requesting our 
assistance in the acquisitlOn or the Abbott property near: 
C:omer. \.Je were very pleased to learn of your strong support for 
the project, and are no<·l in the process of obtaining an option 
froo the owner based on your interest and optimism regarding the 
~eeded appropriation. 

Since we hope to secure the land for park purposes and pro teet 
it for the future, <;e have offered to pay $10,000 for an opt ior. 
until the end of this fiscal year. This option payc::ent is 
non-refundable, so •.ve ore in effect "betting" that arr.ount in 
anticipation of your success in securing the needed funding for 
the purchase. If the appropriation is made and approved by the 
Governor we will exercise the option, purchase the property, and 
Later transfer it at our cost to the DNR. 

I plan to be in Juneac for the latter part of next ·.·i·2ek. Jnc 
C'.ope that we will have an opportunity to meet at that cic:-,e. I 
~.-:oulJ like to be o.b:.e tv t;ri:-:..; yo:J f:.1::-tb.8: 1.Jp-t0-tJ:~r:-=- -~~ '"''' 
efforts to secure the Homer property and also to flUJ'·:iJe ;:ou 
• .. ;ith some information regarding our efforts to establish 2 r1a· .. : 

Alaska Natural Heritage Program. We sincerely hope tha: you may 
be able to assist us in this effort. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~~~ 
Elliot Harks 
Washington/Alaska Director 

em:mlm 

Western Regional Office i'.'ationJ.l Officl.' 

: .. ·· 

i56 Second Street, San Francisco, California 94105 
(415) 777-0541 

1800 North Kent Str•·cr. \r:t:l\.!1<-':1, \' . .;u~•·t '2.!'2'Y.1 
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\ by George Ripley 

There arc v~ry few people in this town, both resident 
and v1sitor, \Vho have not shared in the cnjnymcnt of one 

; of this region 'ssimplcst and yet most profound pleasures. 
i Some have been so awc·strickcn by thc_ir fir.a view (_lf 

1 : Kachcmak Bay that they knew immcdtatcly that th1s 
'! \VOtJid be their home. The Kachcmak region weaves an 
: almost magical ch:urn. Even long-tem1 residents are not 

jaded by the experience and take pleasure during all the 
seasons oft he year in driving up to the edge of town to get 
a new perspective on the setting sun or the magnificence 
of Southccnlr:ll Al:t'\ka. During the summer months the 
wayside overlooks atop the hill are continuously full of 
excited visitors, almost all of whom get out of their cars 
to fully appreciate the powerful beauty of the high 

Moose, bear and coyotes roam the 
woods and meadows. Beaver and swans 
can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea 
ottPr fish the rocky tidepools of the 
rugged headland. Huge schools of 
salmon hug the shore as they move up 
Cook Inlet. Several species of whales 
can be seen from above as they feed 
offshore. 

headland that is Bluff Point, the gateway to Kachcmak system. 1l1e Chamber of Commerce and the city quickly rccog
~ B:1y. 1l1ese waysides arc the type of charismatic pbcc nizcd its value to the tourism industry as the very "gatepost" to 
l wh~re it would be appropriate to hold an Easter morning Kacilcmak Bay. Fish and Game biologist Dave Holdern1ann 
) convocation. C:~miv;ds c:ln it1 no \'-'ay match the natural n.:cognizcd the valley as:: unique and richly condensed micro-
1 • - • 
1 splendor of this setting. habit a!. Borough offiCJab, highway officials, parks ofttclals, 
· "\Velc0me to K:1chcmak [b.y" the sign says, and as lc!!lSbtor;; and the state n.:sourc:..·s .:ommissioner all gathered in 

i. 1 [X!Ople stumble from the conrmemem of t)K'Jr c:us they l!;lllll'T :un.l agreed that tlus proJt'..:t \O.':l'i eminently \\'Orthy anti 
I l are happily struck a gam and again hy the beauty that should be put on the "f n)nt humcr." 1l1e Seattle director of the 
i surrounds them: MotHll Iliamna, Augustine, Cape Dou- Nature Con.scrv;mcy was present and .said that he had "never 
: glas, the Shclikof. the Kachcrnak Alps, the Spit; boats seen a bureaucracy say 'Yes!' to a project so quickly." Helping 
: ~!KI sltip.s of all kinds heading Ill and fro on the se:t'i the st:ltl' to acquire the valley was to become the Nature 
1 he low; songbirds .1nd eagles in the air above and, spre.1ll ('ort'\L'rv:mcy 's ftr,;;t Al~ska project. 
; at their feet. a perfect c~mco of the wilderness they've So what happened? 1l1c project sped quickly to the office 

hoped to fmd. of a freshman legislator in Juneau where it was ignored. It made 
With lakes, meadows, forests and beaches, this beau- a token appearance on the final budget but then wa..l) cut by the 

tiful cameo known a<; "the valley'' gives peace to weary governor and the valley was back up for grabs. 
souls. It also provides for an exceptionally vital wild About that time newcomers drove over the crest oft he hill, 
habitat. TI1ree eagle nests exist in the valley. From the stopped at the overlook, amt decided to make their lives in 
overlooks with binoculars one can sec eaglets in the nest. Kachemak Bay. When they drove to town they discovered tlL1t 
Moose, bear and coyotes roam the woods and meadows. the beautiful valley was for sale. Concerned that nothing mar the 
Bc~ver ~nd swans can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea beauty of their new horne, they successfully set about buying the 
otter fish the rocky tidepools of the mgged headland. property themselves in an attempliO protect it until such time 

future generations- this valley that has bectJ recognized 
by all cxpcns as having outstanding and unique value. 

\Vhat needs to be done? Grass-roots networking, 
lobbying, educating, planning, negotiating. It won't be an 
c:L<>y job regardless of its popular appeal.Titc groundwork 
needs to be done by volunteer.; working through a volun
teer org<mization. TI1e community at large needs to show 
its support. 

An educational/interpretive display placed in the 
wayside overlooks could help in the nonpolitical educa
tion of the traveling public- there should be a display 
there anyway; those waysides are a very neglected public 
asset. 

A well-organized petitioning effort could probably 
mise 2,000-3,000 signatures by Labor Day. (The previous 
effort 9 years ago netted I ,200 signatures in April and 
May.) 

Private donors interested in protecting the beauty of 
the region could be sought for tax-exempt contributions. 

1l1c borough, the state, and the Exxon Trustees Coun
cil conld :til be requested to help. 

ll1e owners would OC wilting :-;ellcrs. 
On the S11bjcct of access it is considered that the 1 

primary value of the valley is as a viewing park, similar to 
the Grand Canyon. Wildlife observation and habitat pro
tect; on will remain the primary objective. Current meai1s 
of access would not be enhanced in the forsccablc future. 

Gov. Hickel 'seditorial in the 6(29/93 Homer Tribune 
undl!rscorcs the reason to protect the Overlook Park: "At 
62%, Alaska tied with Vermont for first place among 
states where residents rank their first interest as wildli'fe 
viewing or photography.'" 

1b.is may well be an idea whose time has co~c. 
provided that at least one committe-d individual assumes 
tile job.TI1at it comes so quickly on tl1e heels of the saving 
ofKachemak Bay State Park serves to provide notice that 
Kachemak Bay deserves recognition as being synony
mous with "park land." 

, Huge schools of salmon hug the shore 'ls they move up that it could become a park. That has been their hope, yet their 
1 Cook Inlet. Several species nf whal~s can he seen from ability to continue holding the land has nearly come to an end. George Ripley spr_nr /6 _)'l'rirS 11s a local parks udvo-

t
• t ove as they feed offshore. 11 1s nnct• ag:un f0 r sale. Now b the time for the community to corj· and curroa/y rrsrdes 111 Dutch I/ arbor. 1/e can be 

11 \l) anl'llnlt tn make tilt' v:tl!l'y :t pan nlthc '\f.th' p:uk pttlh'l t till' v:lill'y (;!lllere :.')0 :teres) for the benefit ol all and 
In 19X~. tile- lt>nllntlllity nf t lomer ~:J:'L' bHud sup- :t:-•.: 1111 request of!lll' st:llL' wll;ttevcr moderate sum is req.uired to rra.·h1•d hv l'al/ing 581-3·1-1·1 
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Ar.cording to M 
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· both contain prov 
tlte$50,000 needed 1 
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n~lng on the bluff pt Uw lop of !laycrest !!Ill, George Itlp:ey point• mti various part• of the proJtoscrl Overlook l'o<lo to 
·,;.~~~)' Director Nell Johansen, rlnhl, Dorough Mny:r Stan Thomps~n,/c~l: .. ancl ot,hcr vlsltlt:.g oflldols, r-·rldoy 

_.tte, borough officials viewpark.site ·· 
. . . . . . ' ·'."t 

t e p" !" ks a 'nd in the arrangement, !sa plan Conservancy. · would be built until large 
Jorta tion officia Is to upgrade the turnoffs at the Rep. Mil~ :"ritz, R-Ancher numbers of· people begin 
the site of a proposed lop of the bluff which is a Point, aca Sen.· Paul making Uteir own tralls Into. 
oelow Baycrost Hill natural scenic draw· .. to Fischer, R..Soldotna, have the area, Utereby creatir.g 
celt, and said they touris!!l. ' !ndicatedtheywouldsponsor potential hazards to· 
pursue development "We got a solid commit· legis!Dtion in !ts behalf. WeU tllemselYP.S and the environ-
" Homer Overlook ment by the state to pursue . over 1,000 local residents· .. ' ment, said a park prospe<:

· r.ocing '.he land tbey 
Gily HaU to discuss 

:'Osal. George Ripley, 
"idcrlt and promoter 
{~rk,_ said he was 

this park as a priority," said have signed l)etltions favor~: Ius. 
Mr. Ripley. "I walked out of ing the p:u-k.. · . ··.. Eleven acres now owned 
the mooting feeling tobllly Eighty a eros of the land Is • · by the smte of Alaska sits on 
relieved as if Utey'd lifted.: designated as Kenai' the western rim of the bluff. •. 
the entire project from my·· Borough land. The state Park sponsors propose that· 
shoulders." nwnc:11 a'""'oo .uhitnA,e,..,__ n.:- 1--..1 ..... • ·• · 

Tlte $850,000 wl 
Bill S!Jefficld said 
~.ry !o find (or East 
b n\so inSBl73. 

"It's not. dead ; 
Mr. Knapp Tucsr 
matter will be c 
wlt~n the leg 
rcconvenesr•erhap: 
as F'rlday. 

Mr. Knarp said 
rorts the Idea of r 
Ear.t !iii! flond, 
recently flown ovc 
miles in question t 
has never drll'lng U 
road during breaku1 

"1 probably caul< 
made it up,' anyv 
said. 

He said a lot of JX 
on the hill ond depc 
road daily. · 

"Somef .. hi11g nee 
dvne," he said. "E 
be · cxpensi ve. '' F 
put lhe cos\ of the r• 
at over $ll million. 
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PhotobyGeorgeRipley- crossing, y/ \ 
Land suggested lor a park lles below the Sterling Highway near the viewpoint on Baycrest Hill. . . . . ~ 
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Between the overlook on limit access, Mr. Ripley says about 34 acres owned by the Kachemak is thought .to committee she 
Baycrest Hill and the beach many people could enjoy the Hillstrand family. Along the stem from the Russian term ". is not yet c~mpl 
lies a gentle bench land placebymeansofastairway beacb is about 110 acres in for "smoky bay." Smolder- Upgrading 
which provides a home for down the steep ground and a the' old Abbott homestead, mg coal seams along this Avenue is the c 
wildlife and an opportunity · trail system below. and about 26 acres owned by part of the bluff caused the. one priority r01 
for people, says George According to Mr. Ripley, the Wilkins family of Homer. smoke, he satd. . . : year, and lead 
Ripley. only about 12 acres, up near Sooner or ··later the land Mr. R1pley sa1d he IS projects prese 

Informally know as "The the highway, is owned by the may be developed privately, presenting the idea to local state ·Legislatt 
Valley" or "The Slides," the state. Along the middle Mr. Ripley said. He hopes o;~anizations . a?d in- . ·· dlng. 
;mall pocket of land is a ground, betw1'en the that through larld trades the diVIduals, and IS a1mmg to The advisory 
' cameo of Alaskan highway and .'tblli:~ncit is . state could ob(aiiJ.,'the area . get 4,000 signatures on a peti- will be to help , 
.i!derness" Mr. Ripley said. about 80 acres·o~ie~r-by th..,.l'!'for a.park. """' ·· ..... ·· · ·.. . · lion to present t<> the state. and a profess 
!f it were preserved that Kenai Peninsula· Borough, · The location has historical 
wav. he r.nntinued. area about ·46 acrP~'\ nwnP£1 hv ~ionifir~nrP.' as weil. ·Mr. '· • • 
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Steven Pennoyer 

Th~ Ultimatt 1n R.ecrtatlonal P~rty 

Pn"nce William Sound 

June 9, 1993 

Director, Alaska Region 
Federal Trustee Council Member 
NMFS 
P. o. Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 

RE: Ellamar Properties, Inc., Prince William Sound 

Dear Mr. Pennoyer: 

We have received your recent letter concerning the potential 
acquisition of land in Prince William Sound by the u.s. Government 
acting through the Secretaries of Agriculture, Commerce and 
tnterior in order to protect habitat in the spill area. 

My wife and I are the sole stockholders in Ellamar Properties, 
Inc. Ellamar Properties, Inc. owns and has developed a 201 acre 
parcel of land at Ellamar, in Prince William Sound, which is 
located in the oil spill area and within Chugach National Forest. 
The community is located 22 miles southwest of Valdez and 2 miles 
North of Tatitlek. The land was patented as a copper mine in the 
early 1890's and substantial amounts of copper, silver and gold 
were mined on the property. We acquired the property in the early 
1980's and have developed a recreational subdivision that has 157 
lots. we have constructed, at very substantial cost, a total of 
11,718 linear feet of subdivision dirt roads and have repaired the 
old dock so that it can accommodate a 100' float so that residents 
can moor their boats to load and unload passengers and freight. We 
have also constructed four mooring buoys with rafts on three of 
them for boat mooring. There are two salmon creeks on the property 
and Virgin Bay, on which Ellamar is located, has an excellent 
silver salmon run. 

We have sold thirty-six lots and a number of buyers have built 
recreational cabins. The original miners donated 10 acres to a 
church and there are 5 houses on land we did not own. There are 
nine residences on property owned or previously owned by Ellamar 
Properties, Inc. We are actively selling lots and expect a good 
year in 1993 sales. We own the remaining 121 lots free and clear 
of any indebtedness. We have filed a registration concerning the 
property with the Office of Interstate Land Sales Registration, 



steven Pennoyer 
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U. s. Department of Housing 
subdivision in Prince William 
tion requirements. 

and Urban Development. No other 
Sound has complied with the registra-

The following documents are attached: 

(a) Excerpt from Cruising Guide to Prince William Sound 
(b) Plat of the subdivision showing prices 
(c) Property Report for subdivision required by HUD, OILSR 
(d) Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions 

One of your reports requests a response to specific questions 
and we wish to advise you as follows: 

(1) We would sell the remaining 121 lots in the subdivision. 

(2) The parcel contains key habitats in Prince William Sound. 

(3) We acknowledge that the government cannot purchase the 
lots at a price in excess of fair market value. We are presently 
selling the lots at prices comparable to t..ltose shown on the 
attached plat. For your convenience, we have calculated the asking 
prices on the attached plat and they total $2,797,500. We under
stand that the property is subject to an appraisal process. 

(4) At one time there were 800 people living at Ellamar, 
according to some historical accounts. We anticipate that a number 
of fishing and hunting lodges will be constructed on the commercial 
lots. The government and the resources ~f the area would benefit 
from this acquisition since continued sale of lots would create a 
substantial inholding in the Chugach National Forest. 

(5) The property acquired, or portions of it, could reason
ably be incorporated into public land management systems, either by 
the State or Federal governments. 

If there are any questions, please call me. 

Very truly yours, 

ELLAMAR PROPERTIES, INC. 

CJGjjr 

By: (~(Kifit 
CHft rd/GrOh, Sr. 

President 
r~· MPmbers of Trustee Council 

' .. :) 
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Eric Myers 
Director of Operations 

From the desk of .... 

Marc Swanson 
PO Box 748 
Seward, Alaska 99664 

(907) 224-7349 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Mr. Myers, 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Thank you for sending me information regarding the small land acquisition 
information on the Lowell Point (Seward, AK) and Ellamar land holdings 
(Prince William Sound). I am very acquainted with both and would like to 
address each separately. 

Lowell Point Land Acquisition 

The land which is currently being considered for acquisition is multi-faceted. 
First, it represents an ecosystem which is unique to Seward. Despite being built 
on the edge of Resurrection Bay, Seward's waterfront is neither diverse nor 
especially captivating from a tidepool point of view. Typically Seward's beaches 
are loose, sharp edged cobble of shale. Because of the wave action and loose 
substrate, intertidal animals and 'grungies' are unable to develop a foothold. 

In contrast, the land at Lowell Point offers two distinct (and unique to Seward 
area) tidal lands. First. a sand beach lies in front of the land being considered. 
Though free of tide pools, residents and visitors fish on this beach since king, 
silver, and pink salmon tend to school in this bite while waiting to go to the head 
of the bay. Secondly, a sheltered rock embankment and tidal area lies to the west 
of the Lowell Point land. Students and visitors often come to this area to observe 
the intertidal organisms. Access to this tidal area provides a wonderful 
educational opportunity to observe these tidal pools. As a teacher I especially 
appreciate access to this ecosystem for students to better understand the ocean 
which they live next to. 

In addition to biological and educational considerations, Lowell Point has, in 
the past, provided recreational access beyond the 'end of the road.' First, kayakers 
use this strip of beach as a staging ground for trips into Kenai Fjords National 
Park. It's wide strip of beach and it's distance from motorized boat launches 
provide an ideal place for kayaks to gear up and launch into the semi-protected 
waters of the bay. Hikers also would benefit from this land acquisition. The 
trailhead to Caines Head Recreational Area (one of the finer hikes in the Kenai 



Fjords National Park) begins near this point at the community sewage lagoon. 
The trailhead has always posed some challenges stemming from stench and 
access across public lands. With the acquisition of the Lowell Point property, 
access would be less of a problem and hikers would not be greeted by Seward 
sewage at the trail head. 

Currently there has been an influx of building at Lowell Point. The only access to 
the lands described in this letter is now through the narrow strip of land which is 
being considered by the Trustees. This is the last opportunity to retain this eco
recreation system for residents and visitors to the area. Please, this is a valuable 
opportunity that will not be possible in the future. 

I hope you will agree that acquisition of this property should warrant a high 
ranking. Thank you. 

Ellamar Properties 

I have mixed emotions regarding the acquisition of the Ellamar properties. I 
am a landholder in Ellamar. Frankly, I would personally benefit greatly from the 
Trustees acquiring the remaining available lots in the Ellamar Subdivision. My 
uneasiness with the acquisition stems from my personal involvement with the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. My wife, Letty, and I were teachers in Tatitlek at the time .. \ 
of The Spill. We have seen how the Spill affected the Sound, its creatures, its J 
people. We have seen how The Spill brought out the best in some folks .... and 
the worst in many. Greed seemed at times to be the driving emotion amongst 
many people. Letty and I hoped to distance ourselves from this greed and not 
allow us to be caught up in self-preservation attitude which has been so 
prevalent since The Spill. Simply, we do not want to, in any way, benefit from 
the spilling of oil into the Sound. 

It is ironic, then, that suddenly we stand to gain directly from the Spill 
settlement. It is not a situation that we are comfortable with, however certainly 
Ellamar is worthy of the objectives of the Trustees. It would make us proud to 
see Ellamar evolve from a place of mining and development exploitation to a 
place of historical and natural legacy for the public to enjoy for perpetuity. 

The Scenery: 
I trust you have been to Ellamar and realize it to be a place of awe. The view 

of the Sound, from Ellamar defines serenity, particularly on a calm summer 
evening as the sun sets below the western horizon. The land around Ellamar has 
many unique recreational opportunities. Since Ellamar sets beside a sheltered 
cove and is on a wide, meadowed bench, Ellamar provides the recreationist with 
a secure harbor with nearly endless hikes into the surrounding hillside. 

One of my favorite treks follows the old wooden pipeline which supplied water .. J 
from a diversion dike to the mining operations below. Continuing past the dike, 



) 
the hiker travels into thick woods which eventually breaks into meadows with 
small clear brooks emerging from mountain springs. I have seen few places that 
can compare with the serenity of these upper meadows of Ellamar 

Wildlife 
Wildlife such as bear, deer, goats as well as smaller mammals inhabit the 

surrounding area. Black bear are often seen throughout the summer. There are 
stories of a large brown bear being seen between Tatitlek and Ellamar but so far it 
seems more of legendary material. 

The coves provide shelter and habitat for birds, both transient, residential, 
and migratory. The 3 coves are filled with gulls feeding on herring while shore 
birds and sea ducks feed in the sheltered waters. Though I know of no eagle nests 
per se, at times I have seen 20-30+ eagles in trees waiting to feed on fish in the 
creek. 

The reef that extends southward from the northern cove is unique in 
formation, substrata, and sea life. The reef is rock with sand underneath. It 
provides a relative unique environment and is an ideal hide-out for octopus and 
some shellfish. Letty and I enjoy going out to this reef during low-spring tides to 
catch octopus. They make an awesome chowder. Since The Spill, the reef does 
not seem to be as productive. I have not caught nearly the number I once did. 
Whether this is a direct result of the Spill is not known. 

The southern cove provides some type of unique habitat for silver salmon. 
Though silvers are not known to spawn in these waters, they still school up and 
cycle around in this small bay. Subsistence fishermen from the village often 
come here to catch the fish before they move on to their natal waters. 

Cultural Aspects 
Ellamar has a rich cultural history that reaches far back beyond the mining 

and cannery days. Certainly this history in itself should be considered when 
making the decision to acquire the land. In addition, indigenous people 
inhabited this land years before Western influence. There is evident from a 
possible village site with house pits 1/2 mile north of the subdivision. In 
addition, there are remnants of a historic burial/ cemetery site on the peninsula 
which creates the southern cove to the peninsula. I've been told this is the 
cemetery for the mining operation though markers show the sign of Russian 
Orthodoxy. 

My Concerns 
If the Trustees chose to continue the process towards land acquisition of 

Ellamar Subdivision I have some concerns. 

First: I think that Ellamar presents unique recreational opportunities while 
offering a beautiful natural and cultural setting. Ellamar could be a marvelous 
place for a state park but only if effects to the natural setting and the existing 
cultural resources could be minimized. 



Second: Knowing the developer and his original intentions of profit, I hope 
measures have been taken to keep additional parcels from being sold while the 
Trustee's negotiations are proceeding. If the Trustees are serious about acquiring 
Ellamar, I hope that it requires ALL remaining parcels be purchased. I am 
concerned that without such stipulations, the developer will attempt to sell the 
choice parcels which would negate any positive affects of the land acquisition. 

I hope you agree that Ellamar is worthy of the Trustee's objectives for land 
acquisition. It would be a fitting legacy to the disastrous spill to have land, 
which was within sight of the grounded tanker, set aside for the enjoyment of 
future generations and to the protection of this valuable ecosystem. Should you 
have any questions regarding Ellamar that I may be able to address please feel free 
to contact me at my home phone number. 



Faye E. Heitz 
U.S Army Corp or wgineers 
Alaska District Regulatty Branch (ll65b) 
Post Office Box 898 
Anchorage, Alaska 99506-0898 

Lear Sirs: 

f{i ck .] oLe~~ r. 1)n 

Box J066 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

Thank you for the opportunity to canment on wetland permit reference number 
4900833, Coal Creek 112, for fill of the Coal Creek/Kasilof River wetlands by 
McClane and Associates and the related general permit application number 91-3 
for the potential cumulative fill of approximately 11,000 cubic yards. 

I have examined the application thoroughly and have compared the intended 
fill's impact with my knowledge of this tidally influenced estuary. Quite 
frankly I am concerned that the Corp of Engineers would contemplate issuing 
either permit. The loss of- these rare estuarian areas would violate both the 
intent and text of the Clean Water Act, the Alaska Coastal Zone Management Act 
and the President Bush's stated intent to protect wetlands. Filling such rare 

,-Jnd. important habitats would be poor public policy. There has been much 
' iscussion in Alaska and other areas about the loss of wetlands and how such 
<. loss is diminishing North America's ability to maintain waterfowl and other 

migratory bird populations. Their has also been discussion about how the 
administration's "'no net loss"' goal for wetlands destruction is unfair and 
goes beyond the intent of various Federal laws and unnecessarily protects l<M 
value wetlands. Ho""'ver even those who favor a modification of the no net 
loss theory point to high value ""'tlands and say "These are the"' critical 
areas that must be protected not ""'tlands with few values." The Kasilof River 
and Coal Creek ""'tlands that would be i!'lpacted are unquestionably just such 
high value wetlands that must be preserved. Not only are they adjacent and 
contiguous to the very important Kasilof River and its anadranous fish 
habitant, they provide important nesting, resting, feeding and seasonally 
critical staging habitant to numerous migrating birds including mallards, 
pintails, white fronted geese, snow geese, Canada geese, Sand hill cranes, 
greater and lesser yellow legs and numerous other birds. Raptors also hunt in 
the open tidal flats that would be lost. Eagles perch in the area feeding in 
Coal Creek and on salmon that may be stranded on the flats after a flood tide. 

Just several day's ago for example, I counted 50 to 70 sandhill cranes ·on the 
wetland areas surrounding where Coal Creek empties into the Kasilof River. 
Last year I saw several white front geese in the area. Although not 
positively identified as the Tule White fronted goose that possili ty cannot be -
ruled out. 

· -·-) Kasilof and Kenai River Flats are critical spring feeding areas to 
'·-.<rangell Island bound snow geese. They are among the first snowfree tidal 

areas and are important migratory feeding locations. This declining 
population of geese have no alternatives for feeding and nesting on thier 
northward mi~;ration. 
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Flats are. in private ownership and the cumulative impact r,f r1evel0pr.~cnts such 
as those proposed by ~icCldr.e and Associates coLd·i restilt in a significant loss 
cf critical habitat and public values. 

The Kasilof River Flats and particularly the Coal Creek confluence with the 
Kasilof River represent a rare habitat and on a nationally significant scale. 
1\Carly half of the nations shorelines are in Alaska, but only a small percent 
of these are vegetated. The remainder are rocky and include habitat of much 
less importance. The lower Coal Creek tidal plain floods with salt water and 
mixed fresh and salt water numerous times a year. Such tremendous tidal 
fluctuation in Cook Inlet and the resultant estuaries are unique ecosystems. 

There are several brackish marshes and ponds which would or could be filled by 
the proposal which are clearly not mentioned or examined in the general permit 
proposal. The extent of the w.o tlands 111ay also be underestimated. Several 
small ponds which are directly adjacent the anadromous upland lots in the 
proposed development are recharged at every high tide and are rich biotic 
communities. It appears fran the Coal Creek II general fill applicati~on that 
these tidal edge wetlands <;_auld be most at risk should a lot owner dispose of 
waste material. These small ponds are unique and quite valuable from a 
habitat stand point and are the kinds of habitats that are intended to be 
protected by various Federal laws. Not only would existing habitant be 
affected, the tidal flooding which occurs would result in chronic discharge 
frcu the loose fill and the gravel pads into the remaining estuarian 
vegetation and the Kasilof River. Any mounded fill areas on the flats would 
becane peninsulas or islands completely surrounded· by water. If a wind canes 
up which is common during the flood tides and other times of the year erosion 
and soil discharge would be constant. The proposed general permit also calls 
for each of fourteen properties to be able to push waste material onto the 
tidal flats. This particularly portion of the proposal is particularly 
contrary to the public interest and the most difficult to control via 
govern111ent or deed restrictions. Issuing a general permit to fill these 
wetlands would no doubt result in cumulative loss. Utilization of a general 
permit in this instance is clearly inappropriate and directly counter to 
Section 404(b)(i) of the Clean Water Act. 

The road across the wetlands area and the culvert across lo-wer Coal Creek 
would significantly alter the ecological balance of this riparian area as well 
as cause seasonal flood waters to back up behind the proposed road. It could · 
also prevent Cctlllllon navigation of the lower creek at high tide. Creek 
flooding during 1990 would have washed the proposed road away or significantly 
damage it, resulting in additional material being washed onto the flats or 
into the creek. The entire Coal Creek bottcxnland was under water during 
spring 1990. The proposed road would have released water but the water would 
have backed up behind the road also. 

The Coal Creek corridor leading to the Kasilof River is an important wildlife 
movement corridor with black bear, moose and other wildlife utilize the creek 
'"botcorn·· for movement from adjilcent upland areas to the Kasilof Flats. Moose 
ccxnruonly calf in the open areas to csc:npe predators and insects. As the 
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dc:v.~Iu)-Jml!Ot of tlti.s mu;_;nil1...1dC 1-.'••t__;ld requirr. o·:.~r 2,000 durrJp trucks 1,[ ~~d'IC:l 

resulting in significant noise, dust and hooe rang'-2. distl!rba.nce. 

Altllougil McClane and Associates 11avo upland on both sides of lower Co.:1l Creek, 
they have no reasonable expectation to build a road across the wetlands and 
creek, nor should iudividual property owners expect to get preapproval to fill 
the tidal marshes. McClaue and Associ_ates can develop either side of Coal 
Creek and get road access by crossing Coal Creek on the main highway and 
gaiuing upland access to their property. Issuauce of a general permit iu this 
instance would not be appropriate considering the high wildlife, fishing and 
ecological value of the area, and the high variability of the results of fill 
adjacent various properties. 

If these rare and valuable wetlands are lost then we are accepting the loss of 
numerous migrating birds aud anadranous fish over time. Section 406 (b)(l) of 
the Clean Water Act clearly restricts discharges and fill in to aquatic areas 
where less environmentally damaging, practicable alternatives exist. Clearly 
there are alternatives for each prospective lot owner not to fill these tidal 
areas. And clearly there is au upland road alternative to the proposed 
Williamson drive. 

The proposed activity is clearly not dependent on wetlands or being located in 
aquatic environment. Prehistorically, historically and today persons have 
occupied the Coal Creek/Kasilof River confluence area without building out on 
the tidal flats. I suggest perhaps there is wisdom in this trend and that all 
activity can be located in non wetland upland areas. 

I haye only recently discovered that this proposal was under review and have 
not had an opportunity to research and offer additional technical input. I 
have talked to numerous individuals that upon hearing of this proposal were 
very concerned and surprised that the Corp. would even seriously contemplate 
authorizing the proposal. Many persons I have talked to are involved iu the 
commercial and sportfishing business that operate seasonally. Preparing 
thoughtful canments at this time of year is difficult. Further, the Kasilof 
River Planning Team has drafted plans that would call for protection of the 
Kasilof River Tidal Flats. The draft plan is under review and has not yet 
been presented to the Borough Assembly or other appropriate leaders. Approval 
of this permit and or consideration of it without a public hearing would 
(ore close the planning groups options. 

Finally, 1 would like to note that the Coal Creek and Kasilof River confluence 
is an important archeological area with historical and prehistorical features 
on both banks of the uplands. Cache pits, Barabara depressions and other 
prehistory features are canmon within the proposed area and it was utilized by 
residents in the early twenieth century. 



IH~PARniEXTOF NATt'RAL RESOURCES 

May 23, !99! 

File No.: 

Subject: 

DIVISION OF PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION j 

Oflfca of History and Archaeology 

3130-lR COE 

Coal Creek 2 
4-900833 

Roben K. Oja, Chief 
Regulatory Functions Branch 
Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 898 
Anchorage, AK 99506-0898 

H4lllRI ltiLJ...ll C0\£R.\QR 

1&J1 C S:REE I :),_.,•.: ~2;13 

ANCHQR;lGE ALA_jKA 995oJJ 
PHONE 19Ui I 162-262? 

MAILING ADDRESS 
P 0 Box 107001 

ANCHORAGE ALASKA 99510-7001 

We have reviewed the Coal Creek 2 project for conflicts with historic and prehistoric cultural 
resources per Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. We find the road 
construction proposed therein is to take place through the Coal Creek fox Farm and Village 
site (KEN-190). Although little archaeological investigation has been completed at this 
historic and possibly prehistoric site, based on verbal descriptions we have for it, we feel it 
may contain features and information that would result in its eligibility for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic places under at ieast eiigibility Criteria D. Therefore, the 
Corps of Engineers should complete archaeological survey of the proposed project area and 
other steps of Section 106 that may become warranted prior to issuing this permit. 

For further questions regarding this matter, please contact Greg Dixon or Tim Smith of my 
staff at 762-2622. 

Sin~el~. , i . . 
' . ' i . 

• ) r •. 1) ._,.(], .. ~. '""'' State Historic Prese 

JEB/GD 

cc: DGC, Anchorage RF.C~~VED 
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Colonel William w. Kakel 
D1strict Engineer 

1,0:-, \\1·'-l lt/1 :\\1'11111' l:r"•ll• •· 
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Alaska District, Corps of Engineers 
Post Office Box 898 
Anchorage, Alaska 99506-0893 

Dear Colonel Kakel: 

Re: 4-900833 
Co~l Creek 2 

~rm
PlUDf IN 
IIMElllCA 

·-

JUN 2 5 1991 

We have reviewed Public Notice 4-900833, dated May 13, 1991. Mclane~and 

Associates has requested a Department of the Army permit to discharge 
approximately 595 cubic yards of gravel fill in 0.18 acres of palustrine 
wetlands to construct a 2 ' deep x 20 ' wide x 400 ' long access road. In 
addition, approximately 100 cubic yards of gravel fill would be discharged below 

··Jhe ordinary high water mark of Coal Creek in 0.02 acres of streambed and 
••. djacent intertidal wetlands for placement of a 9 foot diameter culvert and a .30 
·. __ inch diameter overflow culvert. Under General Permit 91-3, the applicant also 

proposes to discharge gravel fill into an additionaL2.5 acres of wetlands for 
development of pads for driveways, residences and mounded septic systems. The 
proposeif project is located in Coal Creek Moorage Subdivision, section 13, T. 3 
N., R. r2 W., Seward Meridian, Kenai Peninsula Borough, in Kasilof, Alaska. 

These comments are submitted in accordance with provisions of the Fish and 
Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended: 16 u.s.c. 661 et_ seq.) and 
constitute the report of the Department of the Interior. They are also intended 
for use in your determination of 404(b)(1) guidelines compliance (40 CFR 230), 
and in your public interest review (33 CFR 320.4) relating to protection of fish 
and wildlife resources. 

On June 4th, 1991, the project site was inspected by a Fish and Wildlife Service 
biologist from our office. The proposed project area supports the following 
important fish and wildlife species: rainbow trout, steell1ead trout, Dolly 
Varden (Arctic char), chinook, coho, and sockeye salmon; Canada geese, Tule 
white-fronted geese, lesser snow geese, sandhill cranes, mallards, northern 
harriers, bald eagles, yellowlegs, and dunlins (Rick Johnston, personal 
communication, Kenai National Wildlife Refuge; Alaska Habitat Management Guide 
l985). A comprehensive list of raptors, waterfowl, and shorebirds observed in 
the Kasilof flats area by Rosenberg (1986) is included in enclosure 1. 

, -)sed on our Mitigation Policy (FR Vol. 46, No. 15, January 23, 1981) we have 
• .. _ ___,elected snow geese, Tule white-fronted geese, ann sandhill cranes, as our 

evaluation species. Because of the high valu~> and n~tional scar·city of 
migration staging and feerfing habit~!.. our· n11L1y~tinn goal is to ensure there 
are no net losses of these habitat va luf!S. 

• -
-• 



il·e oo1ocised project area 1s r·lrl f')f ~h~ i-,1.';1lnf IIJ;·""~! fl)t_s t.l·idl n\.'(<C./• 

~r_nsystem at the confluence of (t)al Co:r:l< and t.h0 I<:Jr.Jiof n1·;er. fltr: f'.1r.'. L1f 
R1ver Flats provides high quAlity hebitAt For migtotlng end nesting wat.~rfo"l 
;,n1i 1s recognized AS one of t.h~ Important wAterfowl st<1g1ng areas on t.hA KP.nal 
renlnsula In the cook Inlet Region (Rosenberg 19?.6, ~.C/1.3i Riv~r Comrr~h(}nSive 

Mcnagement Plan 1986). Tidal marshes are relatively rare on the Kenai Perllnsula 
(Jonathan Hall, personal communications, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser·v1cre, 
National Wetlands Inventory Coordinator·). ThP. Kas1 lof flats play an imnortant 
role dur·ing the spring and fall migration of wAterfowl. The snow goose is the 
most important species which utilizes tidal marsh hAbitats sur.h AS t.hn KP.'l·'li and 
Kasilof flats (Rosenberg 1986). Appr·oximately 68 srncies of waterfowl, 
water·birds, and captors seasonally use the Kasilof RivP.r flats for stAging, 
nesting and/or feeding (see enclosure 1). 

The dominant marsh vegetation in t.he proposed projP.ct area consists of Lyngbye 
sedge (~arex lY.D..9P.Yei), arrowgrass (Tri.9.l9.chjJJ sp.), and lyme-grass (~.JY."l\!2. 
~C~~srJL~~). McCormick and Pichon (1978 in Rosenberg 1986) reported snow geese 
feeding an the rhizomes of k~ lyngby~~ and Rosenberg (1986) observed snow 
geese feeding on the bulbs of Triglochin oalustris. The nutrition provided by 
the alkali-grass vegetation types are extremely important to the continued 
migration and breeding success of snow geese (Rosenberg 1986). This population 
of snow geese breeds on Wrangel Island in the Soviet Union where numbers have 
sharply declined since the 1960's (Ogilve 1978 in Rosenberg 1986). The Kasilof 
flats tidal marshes are particularly valuable to wildlife resources because in 
addition to their high plant productivity, these wetlands are among the first 
suitable waterfowl habitat to became ice-free in Cook Inlet. Consequently, the 
Kasilof River flats play an important role as a migration and resting area for 
many waterfowl and other waterbirds. 

The tidal marsh also 1) serves as a source of detritus which is a primary food 
of invertebrates, 2) provides protection for the riverbank and adjacent 
bottamlands from erosion and ice damage, 3) removes pollutants from runoff by 
filtration, absorption, oxidation, uptake by plants and by ingestion by 
microorganisms; and 4) functions as a buffer from flood or storm tide damage by 
slowing runoff or wave action by adding stability to the soil (Kenai River 
Comprehensive Management Plan 1986). These contiguous wetlands are particularly 
valuable to fish and wildlife because in Hddition to the general functions 
listed above tlley are of high biological productivity. The high productivity is 
a result of the dissolved organic nutrients and detrital materials that enter 
the wetland from Coal Creek and the Kasilof River which continually fertilizes 
the tidal marsh. 

We believe the placement of fill for the access road, septic systems and pads 
for residences will impair the functional values of the tidal marsh, resulting 
.in adverse impacts to valuable feeding, nesting, and staging habitat for 
waterfowl and rearing habitat for juvenile salmonids. If this habitat is 
adversely altered physically, and biological processns disrupted from these 
actions, we believe the bird populations and the other wetland values will be 
diminish. 

This project, as prorosed, will have significant adverse impacts on imrortant 
fish ~rrd wildlife resaurc8s. Tile arml icant hHs nat mAd~ provisions for 
adP.quat~ mitigat1on. Tlier<>far·e, we recommend thM. lilP. nemit h~ dr>n10d. 

) 
___ / 



.-Jwe are w1ll1ng to meet with you an<i t.he .;ppl1cant to explore prac;Llcoble 
--alternatives where mitigation of fish and w1ldl1fe hab1Lat values can be 

ach1eved. If you intend not to accept this recommendation, please advise us 
before permit issuance in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement of 1985 
between our Departments. Our project biologist is Lar1·y Dugan, and he may be 
reached at 271-2788. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Gary Wheeler 
Acting Field Supervisor 

cc: NMFS, EPA, ADF&G, OGC, ADEC- Anchorage 
Mclane and Associates 

J 
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NatJonaJ Ocean1c and Atmaspher1c ~dmlnlstratiOn 
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June 26, 1991 

Don M. Kohler 
Chief, Permit Processing Section 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Alaska District 
P.O. Box 898 
Anchorage, Alaska 99506-0898 

Attn: Ms. Faye Heitz 

Dear Mr. Kohler: 

Re: 4-9008 33 
Coal Creek 2 

Reference is made to your letter dated May 13, 1991, regarding a 
request from McLane and Associates to discharge approximately 595 
cubic yards (cy) of gravel fill in approximately 0.18 acres of 
wetlands for construction of a 20 ft wide by 400 ft long access 
road. Approximately 100 cy of gravel fill material would be 
discharged below the ordinary high water mark of Coal Creek in 
0.02 acres of streambed and adjacent wetlands for placement of a 
9 ft diameter culvert and a 30 inch diameter overflow culvert. 
Approximately 1,025 cy of gravel fill material will be required 
to develop each typical lot impacting approximately 2.5 acres of 
wetlands. 

The applicant proposes to place fill in vegetated wetlands, 
estuarine nearshore environments and Coal Creek, essential 
habitats for important commercial and recreational fishery 
resources. Clear water Coal Creek merges with the glacially fed 
Kasilof River approximately three miles upriver from Cook Inlet. 
Spawning populations of coho and pink salmon and rearing coho 
salmon use the stream from early spring to late fall. The 
Kasilof River supports a major sport fishery and the Cook Inlet 
commercial fishery which are significant components to the 
economic base of the salmon fisheries on the Kenai Peninsula. 

from 

The proposed fill site, at the confluence of Coal Creek and the 
Kasilof River, is part of an active tidal marsh. These wetlands 
influence natural drainage patterns of the river basin and help 
maintain water quality, regulate surface runoff and control 
subsurface flows. The riparian vegetation protects the riverbank 
and adjacent bottom lands from erosion by ice damage, log debris 
or trampling. The vegetation provides food and habitat for 
aquatic and terrestrial insects and other invertebrates, which 
are an important component of the diet for young salmon. The 
undisturbed riverbank provides habitat for outmigrating and 
rearing salmon. Export of detrital materials and nutrients 

,-·<4lf\ 
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" -----
)the wetlands of the Kasilof River estuary may contribute sig

nificantly to certain shellfish (e.g., razor clams) within Cook 
Inlet. 

We believe the proposed project has the potential for long term 
and irreversible impacts on important wetlands and associated 
fishery resources. We are also concerned with changes in the 
sediment system of the Kasilof River in response to channel and 
flood-plaln development and other deviations to the watershed. 
Consideration should be given to the need for such development 
and the availability of alternative, less-damaging sites. The 
applicant will need to address mitigation possibilities for the 
unavoidable losses encountered, should the fill be permitted. 
Therefore, until information is supplied on alternative plans, we 
recommend that you deny the permit application. 

If you decide not to accept our recommendation, please advise us 
in accordance with our 404 (q) Memorandum of Agreement. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service review and comment on this 
permit application does not constitute the full public interest 
review or cumulative impacts assessment required of the Corps of 
Engineers. We are, however, willing to assist you with those 
living marine resource issues identified during the public 

/~')nterest review process. 

<--:ehank you for the opportunity to comment. Further coordination 
on this project should be addressed to Barbara Mahoney at (907) 
271-5006. 

S YJ;:_re 1 y, 

~ J,~~'"" .. 
L .: steven Pe~yer 
~ Director, Alaska Region 

cc: ADEC, ADFG, DGC, EPA, USFWS - Anchorage 
Applicant 

\ 
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KENAI PENINSULA BO~OUGH 
14.! _~J 91NKLEY . SOLDQT,'JA .;LASKA • 99669-/S~J 

BUSINESS i907) 262-4441 

August 26, 1993 

Attorney General Charlie Cole· 
Environmental Trustee 
State of Alaska 
P.O . .Box 110300 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0300 

Dear Attorney Cole: 

RE: The Kasilof River - Coal Creek Critical Habitat Area 

DON GILMAN 

,'.1AYOR 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough Coastal Management Program (KPBCMP) reviewed and 
concurs with the "Proposal for the Acquisition of Critical Habitat at the Kasilof River 
and Coal Creek Confluence." A critical habitat designation would be the wisest and 
best use for an area of such significant habitat value. Management authority of 
critical habitat areas is shared by the Alaska Departments of Fish & Game and Natural 
Resources. 

Coal Creek, which is located on the central Kenai Peninsula, is a tributary to the 
Kasilof River. The Kasilof River is the second largest salmon producing river system 
on the Kenai Peninsula. The Kasilof and Kenai Rivers are the only known rivers to 
support two chinook salmon runs. 

Coal Creek enters the Kasilof River at approximately River Mile 3.9. Tidal influence 
occurs on the Kasilof River to at least River Mile 4.5. The tidal influence and the 
broad, low meandering river plain has created a productive tidal marsh which provides 
a concentrated food source and habitat for fish, birds, and mammals. The marsh 
provides feeding and resting areas during critical (migratory/spawning) life stages for 
anadromous fish and migratory bird populations. This wildlife is enjoyed not only by 
residents and visitors to southcentral Alaska, but also by residents of many Pacific 
Rim countries. 

) 
____ / 
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Commissioner Carl Rosier 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
PO Box 25526 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-5526 

Dear Commissioner Rosier: 

RE: The Kasilof River - Coal Creek Critical Habitat Area 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough Coastal Management Program (KPBCMP) reviewed 
and C:oncurs with the "Proposal for the .A.cquisition of Critical Habitat at the Kasilof 
River'and Coal Creek Confluence." A critical habitat designation would be the 
wisest and best use for an area of such significant habitat value. Management 
authority of critical habitat areas is shared by the Alaska Departments of Fish & 
Game and Natural Resources. 

Coal Creek, which is located on the central Kenai Peninsula, is a tributary to the 
Kasilof River. The Kasilof River is the second largest salmon producing river 
system on the Kenai Peninsula. The Kasilof and Kenai Rivers are the only known 
rivers to support two chinook salmon runs. 

Coal Creek enters the Kasilof River at approximately River Mile 3.9. Tidal influence 
occurs on the Kasilof River to at least River Mile 4.5. The tidal influence and the 
broad, low meandering river plain has created a productive tidal marsh which 
provides a concentrated food source and habitat for fish, birds, and mammals. The 
marsh provides feeding and resting areas during critical (migratory/spawning) life 
stages for anadromous fish and migratory bird populations. This wildlife is enjoyed 
not only by residents and visitors to southcentral Alaska, but also by residents of 
many Pacific Rim countries. 
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A;:or~.ey Ger~erat Chari:e Co'e 
August 26, 1993 
Page 2 

Alaska Coastal Management Poi1cy iACMP) 6 AAC 80.130, Habitats, and KPBCMP 
12.0, Fish and Wildlife Habitat. establish standards for the management of estuaries 
to maintain or enhance the biological, physical, and chemical characteristics of the 
habitat which contribute to its capacity to support living resources. ACMP 6 AAC 
80.060, Recreation, and KPBCMP 4.0, Recreation and Public Access, encourage 
designation of areas for recreational use. The Kasilof River Advisory Board identified 
Coal Creek as a recreational area. 

The Coal Creek estuary is a productive and valuable public natural resource. The 
estuary also provides public use opportunities for a variety of activities. Substantial 
public benefit would result from the creation of a critical habitat area at Coal Creek . 

In summary, Coal Creek has prominent ecological value in the overall productivity of 
the Kasilof River system. Creating a critical habitat area at the confluence of the 
Kasilof River and Coal Creek sustains this valuable resource. Therefore, we endorse 
this. proposal . 

Sincerely, 

. I 

v-;}jjJ!hrc~ 
Richard P. Troeger 'J 
Planning Director 

cc: Mayor Don Gilman 
Betty Glick, Assembly President 
Senator Suzanne Little 
Senator Judith Salo 
Representative Gary Davis 
Representative Mike Navarre 
Representative Gail Phillips 

V"l\1ichael and Linda Mclane 

J 



.)Commiss,oner Ros1er 
August 26, 1993 
Page 2 

Alaska Coastal Management Policy IACMPI 6 AAC 80.130, Habitats, and KPBCMP 
12.0, Fish and Wildlife Habitat, establish standards for the management of 
estuaries to maintain or enhance the biological, physical, and chemical 
characteristics of the habitat which contribute to its capacity to support living 
resources. ACMP 6 AAC 80.060, Recreation, and KPBCMP 4.0, Recreation and 
Public Access, encourage designation of areas for recreational use. The Kasilof 
River Advisory Board identified Coal Creek as a recreational area. 

The Coal Creek estuary is a productive and valuable public natural resource. The 
estuary also provides public use opportunities for a variety of activities. 
Substantial public benefit would result from the creation of a critical habitat area at 
Coal Creek. 

In summary, Coal Creek has prominent ecological value in the overall productivity 
of the Kasilof River system. Creating a critical habitat area at the confluence of 

, ··)the Kasilof River and Coal Creek sustains this valuable resource. Therefore, we 
··-.. endorse this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

() J /1-)j 
lJ~tj(,Jl ~y-

:,) 

Richard P. Troeger 
Planning Director 

cc: Mayor Don Gilman 
Betty Glick, Assembly President 
Senator Suzanne Little 
Senator Judith Sale 
Representative Gary Davis 
Representative Mike Navarre 
Representative Gail Phillips 

vMichael and Linda Mclane 



KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION 93-104 

Iatrudu..:eC hy. G!:..:i-.., Tor&ersoa 
Date. 09·01/9) 
Action Adopt.ed 
Vott: L'r.ar.:moui 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE PROPOSAL FOR 
THE ACQUISITION OF CRITICAL HABITAT AT 

THE KASILOF RIVER AND COAL CREEK CONFLUENCE 

WHEREAS, the property on which the confluence of the Coal Creek and Kasilof River meet 
has been identified as a "critical habitat' area; and 

WHEREAS, Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association has a sockeye enhancement project located , 
on this property for the last two years; and 

WHEREAS, nearby residents and others currently enjoy the beauty of this property and use it 
as a "park" type setting; and , -) 

··~ 

WHEREAS, the Kasilof River is the second largest salmon producing river system on the 
Kenai Peninsula; and 

WHEREAS, the tidal influence combined with the river plain has created a productive tidal 
marsh which provides a concentrated food source and habitat for fish, birds and 
mammals; and 

WHEREAS, the Coal Creek/Kasilof River area is a valuable productive natural resource and 
the acquisition of this property as a critical habitat area would provi.:!~ substantial 
public benefits as well as protect the ecosystem 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI 
PENINSULA BOROUGH: 

SECTION 1. That the Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly supports the proposal for the 
acquisition of critical habitat at the Kasilof River and Coal Creek confluence. 

SECTION 2. That copies of this resolution be sent Governor Walter J. Hickel; Attorney 
General Charles Cole; Carl Rosier, Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game; Senators Little and Salo; Representatives Davis, Navarre and Phillips. 

• 



. ~pOPTED BY TilE KENAl PE:"'INSL'LA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY TilTS 7TH DAY OF 
.... t:PTEMBER, 1993. 

A'ITEST: 

Ierk 

Resolution 93-!04 
D·1.•• ') nf J ·-
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September 20, 1993 

Commissioner Carl Rosier 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
P.O. Box 25526 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-S~Lb 

Dear Commissioner Rosier: 

COOK INLET 
AQUACULTURE ASSOCIATION 

HC 2. BOX 849 
SOLDOTNA. AK 99669·9707 

Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association (CIAA) supports State 
acquisition of a tidal marsh at the confluence of Coal Creek and 
the Kasilof River. CIAA is familiar with the marsh and the 
associated uplands as we currently lease a portion of the property 
for use as a sockeye salmon smelt release site. CIAA's activities 
have been carefully designed so as to cause no negative impact to 
the site. 

The marsh supports a wide variety of birds, mammals and fish. The 
site has also become sort of an unofficial neighborhood park. It 
would be nice if these two uses of the site could be protected 
through acquisition. 

Sincerely, 

~ tJ1t{u<A-4. 
Thomas E. Mears, 
Executive Director 

cc: Mike and Linda McLane 
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September 20, 1993 

Attorney General Charlie Cole 
Environmental Trustee, State of Alaska 
P.O. Box 110300 
Juneau, Alaska 99311-0JOO 

Dear Attorney General Cole: 

COOK INLET 
AQUACULTURE ASSOCIATION 

HC 2. SOX 849 

SOLDOTNA. AK 99669·9707 
!907J 283·5761 

Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association (CIAA) supports State 
acquisition of a tidal marsh at the confluence of Coal Creek and 
the Kasilof River. CIAA is familiar with the marsh and the 
associated uplands as we currently lease a portion of the property 
for use as a sockeye salmon smelt release site. CIAA's activities 
have been carefully designed so as to cause no negative impact to 

()e site. 

··~rhe marsh supports a wide variety of birds, mammals and fish. The 
site has also become sort of an unofficial neighborhood park. It 
would be nice if these two uses of the site could be protected 
through acquisition. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas E. Mears, 
Executive Director 

cc: Mike and Linda McLane 

!~J 
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1\Jaska State Legislature 

The Honorable Charles Cole 
Attorney General 
State of Alaska 
1031 W. 4th Ave. Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99501-1944 

September 27, 1993 

Attn: Mr. Alex Swiderski, Asst. Attorney General 
Mr. Craig Tillery, Asst. Attorney General 

Dear Mr. Attorney General; 

Stale Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801·1182 

As you serve as Trustee on the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, we write today to 
encourage your support of the Proposal for the Acquisition of Critical Habitat at the 
Confluence of the Kasilof River and Coal Creek submitted by Michael and linda McLane to 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. This parcel is imminently threatened and 
deserves consideration by the Council for purchase to maintain the critical habitat. 

We believe this project meets the Trustee's criteria for land acquisition since: 

1. The parcel contains key habitats that are linked to, replace, provide the 
equivalent of, or substitute for injured resources or services based on scientific 
data or other relevant information; 

2. There is a willing seller of the parcel or property right and an offer has been 
made at below market value; 

3. The property can reasonably be incorporated into the land management 
system. 

The critical habitat designation for this parcel is in the best interest of the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough and the State of Alaska. Acquisition of the parcel will benefit generations of 
Alaskans and visitors and will also conserve one of the most ecologically important tidal 
marshes in our region. 

Thank you for considering the Coal Creek Critical Habitat Area proposal. 

Sincerely, 

'if!.dJ_j.j. .__;, 5/d 
ator Judith E. Salo 

cc: Members, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Interim Administrative Director, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
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OUZINKIE NATIVE CORPORATION 

3333 DENA !.I, SUITE 220·J 
A.-..JCHOR.AGE. AlASKA 90503 
PHON F.: (0071 276·.>500 
FAX: (Q071 27()·6862 

October 22, 1993 

Mr. Weiner 
Habitat Protection 
645 G street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Mr. Weiner: 

.._" ... 

PO BOX 8C 
OU~I:'-JKIF. :'d .. A..SKA 90644-
PHONF_ (9071 6502208 
FAX: (9071 680·2268 

~~©~0\Yl~@ 
MAY 2 3 1994 

EXXml VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUHCIL 

During the 1989 Exxon oil spill, Ouzinkie's lands more 
specifically identified as Taliudek Island and the Triplets T25 
R20W Sections 23 and 26 IC 064, which are bird rookeries were 
heavily impacted by the oil. Since the spill there has been a 
substantial reduction of bird and sea mammal life. 

Because of the uniqueness as a bird rookery we, the ouzinkie 
Native Corporation feel that the ownership of the islands would 
best be served under the administration of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service. We feel that these lands fall into the category set by 
the trustee Council more so than the acquisition of 
timberlands. If there is anything more I can do for you please 
don't hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

OUZINKIE NATIVE CORPORATION 

p.J;d;~ /) ~ 
William A. Anderson 
President 



Proposal: Land Acquisition 

Area: The Triplets Islands within Alaska Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge 

Lead Agency: u.s. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Objective: 

Purchase The Triplets Islands, (Taliudek Island, ''Middle Island'', and 
"South Island") totaling about 60 acres, for inclusion in the Alaska 
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge (see attached map). 

Background: 

The majority of birds killed by the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill were 
diving birds, primarily alcids. Of the roughly 30,000 dead birds 
retrieved after the spill, 74% were murres, 12% were other diving 
birds (including loons, grebes, cormorants, and sea ducks) 7% were 
other alcids, (including tufted puffins, horned puffins, pigeon 
guillemots and murrelets). 

Justification: 

Acquisition of this island group and inclusion in the Alaska Maritime') 
National Wildlife Refuge will increase protection of breeding habitat 
for diving seabird populations impacted, by the oil spill. The 
Triplets, located within the area affected by the spill, host the 
largest seabird colony in the Kodiak archipelago. Colony sites on the 
three islets provide breeding habitat for more than 100,00 seabirds. 
Tufted puffins account for over 67,000 of the breeding birds. Other 
breeding divers include murres (ca. 1400) and cormorants (ca. 268). 

The Triplets also provide important habitat for some non-diving 
seabirds. An estimated 38,000 fork-tailed and 900 Leach's storm
petrels breed there. Glaucous-winged gulls (fewer than 1000) have 
also been known to nest on The Triplets. Petrels and gulls feed while 
flying and were less affected by the oil spill than were the diving 
species. 
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Census of Seabirds on The Triplets Islands. Kodiak, Alaska 

23-25 July, 1989 

by 

Richard Macintosh 

Kodiak Audubon Society 

August, 1989 
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I N':cRO::JUCT I ON 

The Trip:ets Islands is the la~gest seabird rookery i~ t~~ 
Kodiak Archipe~ago (Figure 1). These islands were surveyed f:r 
seabirds ty boat in 1975 and 1977. A more complete s'..lrv'='y 
conducted in 1985 involved upland assessments of diurna:. an:i 
nocturnal nesters as well as counts of cliff nesters. The curren~ 
survey by boat counted cliff inhabiting cormorants, murres and 
counted Glaucous-winged Gulls. 

HEiHODS 

This survey of the Triplets was conducted by Richard Macintosh 
from a 16" Boston Whaler. I left the town of Kodiak on 22 July and 
set up camp at Pineapple Cove, south of Zapedni Pt., on Spruce 
Island. On 23, 24, and 25 July, I ran the 2.5 n.m. to the Triplets 
and conducted coun_t_s of murres, cormorants, and Glaucous-winged 
Gulls between the hours of 1000 and 1500 hrs each day. On the 
evening of 25 July I returned to Kodiak. 

Weather during the survey period was good. Conditions for the 
three survey days were: 

Date Wind Soeed (kl & Dir. Sea Height (ft) 
7/23 
7/24 
7/25 

10 NE 
10 NW 
15 w 

The only species 
murres, Double-crested, 
Glaucous-winged Gulls. 

for which 
Pelagic, 

2 
1 
2 

actual counts 
and Red-faced 

Cloud Cover (%) 
100 

0 
75 

were made 
Cormorants, 

were 
and 

Murre counts were of the total number of birds on the islands. 
Common and Thick-billed Murres were not counted separately but an 
overall estimate of the percentage of each was made. Murre coun:s 
were generally made from a distance of 30 m or less from the 
cliffs. If there were more than abput 30 birds at a cc-,.mting 
location, I tied the boat to kelp and counted from that fixed 
position. 

On 7/23 and 7/24, murre counts on Taliudek were conducted 
between 1200 and 1500 hrs. On 7/25, I arrived at Taliudek at lOOG 
hrs and found many more Tufted Puffins (est. 7000) and murres (est. 
500+) on the water to the east and northeast of the island than I 
had seen on the previous two days. Most of the murres were off cf 
the main murre cliffs but there still seemed to be plenty of murres 
on the cliffs. Instead of surveying the murre areas at that time, 
I surveyed other areas first and returned to the murre areas at 
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about 1230 hrs (wher, offshore nu:nbers of puffine a:1d rr.u:-re:e were 
much reduced: murres < 100 as on other daysj. 

All three cor~orant species were counted eac!-: su.rve:/ day. 
Nes~s w:~~ adult birds either sitting or standing on the nee~ were 
counted as ··ac=upied nests··. If an unoccupied nest appeared t~ be 
in about the same physical condition as occupied nests, ther. i-:: was 
counted as an "empty nest". Each succeeding day, I manuvere:: t,.,,e 
boat through the kelp beds closer to the islands and in doing sc 
was able to increase slightly the number of different nests seen. 
Many nests were in rock clefts that paralleled the shore, thus were 
seen best by getting very close to the shore and looking along the 
axis of the shoreline. Since I feel I covered the area for 
cormorant nests most completely on 25 July, I am inclu::iir.g the 
total number of occupied and empty cormorant nests for that- day 
only. 

Glaucous-winged Gull counts were made on 24 July only. All 
birds sitting or standing in veg~tated areas, on nearshore rocks, 
or flying over the islands were included in the totals. 
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RES\JLTS 

Both murres a:;.-:: cormorants were concentrated in certair. po.rt.s 
of the islands a~d absent froffi others. Essent~ally all m~rres. for 
exarr.;:o.:.e. were see:c on the south and east sides of Taliudek Is. 
Figure 2 shows t.he a~eas in which these species were seen. As a 
general rule, the rock surfaces facing north and west were devoid 
cf birds. 

Daily murre counts ranged from 630 to 987 (mean 843, s. d. 
154; Table 1). Occupied Pelagic Cormorant nests numbered 52; Red
faced 29; and Double-crested 5 (Table 2). All birds seen in The 
Triplets are listed in Table 2. 

Table 1. Murre counts by island by day. 

"South "Middle Taliudek Total 
Island" Island" Island 

7/23 0 0 913 913 
7/24 0 0 630 630 
7/25 0 4 983 987 

mean = 843 

Table 2. Seabirds on The Triplets Islands, 23 - 25 July, 1989. 

species "South "Middle Taliudek Total 
Island" Island" Island 

Double-crested Cormo. on nest 5 5 
Pelagic Cormorant on nest 8 17 27 52 
Red-faced Cormorant on nest 29 29 

empty cormorant nest 16 2 6 24 
Bald .Eagle • • • 2 
Glaucous-winged Gull 180 121 280 581 
Common Murre (85% total) b b b 717 
Thick-b. Murre (15% total) b b b 126 
Pigeon Guillemot p p 
Tufted Puffin p p p p 
Horned Puffin p p p p 
Common Raven 1 1 
Winter Wren 1 1 
Hermit Thrush p p p p 
Pine Siskin 1 , 

~ 

Song Sparrow 1 1 2 

• = max. of 2 adults seen among islands 
b = three day mean murre counts not calculated per island 
p = present 
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,t:' 
Mu - 637; 76% 
Dc:Co - 5 
RfCo - 1 

Taliudek Island 

"Middle Island" 

"South Island" 

0 

~ 
PeCo - 8 

Mu = approx. number and % 
PeCo = number of occupied 
RfCo = 
DeCo = 

66; 8% 
27 

- 28 

Mu - 1; <1% 
PeCo - 17 

Mu - 138; 16% 

100 M 

of total murres in area 
Pelagic Cormo. nests in area 
Red-faced Corm. 
Double-cr.Corm. 

Figure 2. Map of The Triplets Islands showing areas where murres 
and cormorants were found. 
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SE:::..ECTED SPECIES A:::C::JiJN':S: 

Double-crested Cormorant. Five occupied stick nests were VlBl~le 
atop a sharp ridge at the northeast corner of Taliudek Is. Ad~:~s 
were s:tti~g tigh: on some nests and standing in others. It was 
not possible to see if eggs or young were present, but all 5 nes~s 
were occupied on all three survey days. No Double-crests were seen 
in any other parts of the islands. 

Pelagic Cormorant. Fifty-two occupied nests were found, and based 
on their proximity to occupied nests, most of the empty nests were 
probably constructed by Pelagics also. Most occupied nests were 
attended by only one adult, and in many cases, the adult was 
sitting hard on the nest. The only young seen were in a group of 
nests located in a cave on the east side of Middle Is. There were 
13 occupied nests visible and at least three of them contained two 
half-grown young. It was not apparant that occupied nests in any 
other area contained young. 

Red-faced Cormorant. A total of 29 occupied nests was found. Most 
of the nests were attended by a single adult and in many cases the 
adult was sitting hard on the nest. At one nest on the south end 
of Taliudek Is., an adult flew to the nest with plant material in 
it's bill, which it passed to the bird sitting on the nest. The 
sitting bird proceeded to encorporate the material into the 
structure of the rim of the nest. It was not apparent that any 
occupied nest contained eggs or young. 

Bald Eagle. Two adult eagles were on '"South'" Island on 7/23 a!"'.d 
7/24, and a single adult was soaring over Taliudek Is. on 7/25. 

Glaucous-winged Gull. A total of about 581 birds (all adult 
plumage) was seen on or over the islands on 7/24. Single birds and 
pairs were scattered over the vegitated portions of a~.i. three 
islands. No nests were seen from the water although a few birds 
were sitting down as if they were on nests. No young, fledged or 
unfledged, were seen. 

Common Murre and Tbick-billed Murre. With the exception of four 
birds seen on '"Middle'" Island on 7/25, all murres were on Taliudek 
Is. On Taliudek, approximately 76% of all murres occupied a short 
stretch of cliff on the northeast corner of the island (F~gure 2). 
Daily counts for the three surveys were 913, 630, and 987 (mean = 
843, s. d. = 154). Approximately 15% of all murres seen were 
Thick-billed Murres. Singles and small groups were mixed in with 
Common Murres throuought the area. 

No murre eggs were apparant and no juvenile birds were see!"'.. 
A few birds were, however, in the crouched position that murres. ·J·· 
assume when on eggs. No adults were seen carrying fish to the 
cliffs. ' 
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Tufted Puffin. Abundanc' A few were see~ carry~~g ~ist. 

Hr.rned Puffin. 
1slands. 

Present in small numbers on and arcu~d a:~ t~ree 

p;ge-·"": ·J'-ii:~er:-r-':. 

islands. 
Gnly t.hree or four ad:..ilts seer: ar:--..;.r.j 

DISCUSSION 

W!:ile the number of murres and cormorants seemed to be on t.he 
same order of magnitude as past estimates, there was litt:i.e to 
suggest successful nesting for either group. It appears from USFWS 
studies of nesting phenology in Chiniak Bay, however, that 
cormorant nests could have contained either eggs or young at the 
time of this survey. Since many Pelagic and Red-faced Cormo~ants 
were sitting hard on nests, it is possible that these birds were 
still on eggs. It is also possibe that some murres were on eggs 
although none were seen. 

In that The Triplets are in an area that has been impacted by 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, I was aware of the fact that I might 
find oil in the area and that some birds might be oiled. Although 
I did not spend time specifically looking for it, I observed no oil 
on the water in the vicinity of The Triplets. At Pineapple Cove, 
about 1.5 n.m. to the south, there were oatches of mousse on the 
beach, but no oil was seen in the waier. -

No oil was seen on light breasted birds like murres, Glaucous
w~nged Gulls or Horned Puffins. Two murres were seen with a yellc~ 
stain on the underparts, but this color was very unlike the cc:or 
of oil I have recently seen on gulls and shorebirds in the Kod:ak 
area. 
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SMALL PARCEL NOMINATION 

KEN- J..q (T-.Jt'n) 



January 17, 1995 

Carl L. Rosier, Member 

ALASKA DEPT. OF 
FISH & GAM"; 

i:AR 2 8 19;5 
RE:J:O~J :1 

'"lAB IT • .,. I-''" f -· 
"""'" "-:.rr 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
cjo Alaska Department of Fish & Game 
1255 West 8th Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-5526 

Thank you for status letter directed to me as a small 
parcel .nominator. 

I have attached two exhibits to identify my parcel of 
220 acres west of the intersection of Diamond Ridge Road and the 
Sterling Highway near Homer, Alaska. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that I have 
been told by Ron crenshaw, Manager, Marine Recreation Project and 
Chris Titus, Superintendent Kenai Parks, State of Alaska, that 
State Parks would be happy to manage this 220 acres as a Public 
Park. This land would provide the State of Alaska an access to 
their adjacent land-locked parcel (95 acres) thereby providing 
approximately one (1) mile oceanjbeach frontage. 

My parcel was identified in a 1976 Division of Parks 
Planning document addressing future lands for addition to Alaska 
State Park system. It has also received the support of the 
Kachemak Bay State Park citizen's Advisory Board as a desirable 
acquisition which could benefit the Homer community outside KBSP. 

I have been advised that the Division of Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) would agree to manage this land acqui
sition as a unit of the Alaska State Park system. Residents of 
Homer as well as visitors to the area would benefit by the acqui
sition of these stunning recreation lands. This project could 
replace lost or diminished recreational opportunities resulting 
from the oil spill by providing an alternative destination to 
visiting oiled or damaged beaches. 

The project could provide for the development of a 50 
unit campground complete with tables, fire places, water and 
restrooms, as well as a separate picnic area, viewing deck and 
telescopes for viewing the scenery across Cook Inlet. The camp
ground could be sited on the bluff overlooking Cook Inlet and 
Diamond Gulch. This bluff area is situated within a wonderful 
old growth Sitka Spruce stand, providing for a beautiful setting, 
•.'lith spectacular views over the water. An improved gravel road 
presently exists to provide access from the Sterling Highway 
about 1 1/2 miles to the bluff area and ocean beach. 



Carl L. Rosier 
January 17, 1995 
Page Two 

A pedestrian walkway could be provided from the bluff 
camping area to the Cook Inlet beach below via a road already 
constructed upon the property. This road is the only road givina 
access to the ocean beach between Homer and Anchor Point -- a 
distance-of approximately 20 miles. Beach combing, hiking, sport 
fishing and enjoying the scenery on a presently inaccessible 
beach would be enhanced by this project. 

The p~oject would also fill an important niche in 
providing for high quality visitor facilities in a stunning 
setting. The lack of enough adequate overnight camping facili
ties in the Homer area to Diamond Gulch will fill a critical 
niche in this plan. Future development activities can be managed 
by DPOR, and subsequent operations and maintenance of developed 
facilities can be borne by DPOR. 

The land is subdivided but no individual lets have been 
sold to spoil the acquisition of the parcel as a whole. The land 
is registered with DEC and is ready for development. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

/ 

Very truly yours, ~ / 

~/~~~y~~·~ 

HLT:nm 
Enclosures 

H. Louise Tulin 
1422 K Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 272-2159 

cc: Representative Gail Phillips 
Commissioner Marty Rutherford, Dept. of Natural Resources 
Members, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

\ 
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January 17, 1995 
i ' -·--

Gene Burden, Member 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
c;o Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
410 Willoughby Avenue, Room 105 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1795 

--------......;: 

Thank you for status letter directed to me as a small 
parcel nominator. 

I have attached two exhibits to identify my parcel of 
220 acres west of the intersection of Diamond Ridge Road and the 
S,terling Highway near Homer, Alaska. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that I have 
been told by Ron Crenshaw, Manager, Marine Recreation Project and 
Chris Titus, superintendent Kenai Parks, State of Alaska, that 
State Parks would be happy to manage this 220 acres as a Public 
Park. This land would provide the State of Alaska an access to 
their adjacent land-locked parcel (95 acres) thereby providing 
approximately one (l) mile oceanjbeach frontage. 

My· parcel was identified in a 1976 Division of Parks 
Planning document addressing future lands for addition to Alaska 
State Park system. It has also received the support of the 
Kachemak Bay State Park Citizen's Advisory Board as a desirable 
acquisition which could benefit the Homer community outside KBSP. 

I have been advised that the Division of Parks and 
outdoor Recreation (DPOR) would agree to manage this land acqui
sition as a unit of the Alaska State Park system. Residents of 
Homer as well as visitors to the area would benefit by the acqui
sition of these stunning recreation lands. This project could 
replace lost or diminished recreational opportunities resulting 
from the oil spill by providing an alternative destination to 
visiting oiled or damaged beaches. 

The project could provide for the development of a 50 
unit campground complete with tables, fire places, water and 
restrooms, as well as a separate picnic area, viewing deck and 
telescopes for viewing the scenery across Cook Inlet. The camp
ground could be sited on the bluff overlooking Cook Inlet and 
Diamond Gulch. This bluff area is situated within a wonderful 
old growth Sitka Spruce stand, providing for a beautiful setting, 
with spectacular views over the water. An improved gravel road 
presently exists to provide access from the Sterling Highway 
about l l/2 miles to the bluff area and ocean beach. 



Gene Burden, Hember 
January 17, 1995 
Page Two 

A pedestrian walkway could be provided from the bluff 
camping area to the Cook Inlet beach below via a road already 
constructed upon the property. This road is the only road giving 
access to the ocean beach between Homer and Anchor Point -- a 
distance of approximately 20 miles. Beach combing, hiking, sport 
fishing and enjoying the scenery on a presently inaccessible 
beach would be enhanced by this project. 

The project would also fill an important niche in 
providing for high quality visitor facilities in a stunning 
setting. The lack of enough adequate overnight camping facili
ties in the Homer area to Diamond Gulch will fill a critical 
niche in this plan. Future development activities can be managed 
by DPOR, and subsequent operations and maintenance of developed 
facilities can be borne by DPOR. 

The land is subdivided but no individual lots 
sold to spoil the acquisition of the parcel as a whole. 
is registered with DEC and is ready for development. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

have been 
The land 

Very truly yours, ' ~ 

IV~ ~/7/.-/~V0V J 

HLT:nm 
Enclosures 

H. Louise Tulin 
1422 K Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 272-2159 

cc: Representative Gail Phillips 
Harty Rutherford, Dept. of Natural Resources 
Hernbers, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
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KACHEMAK BAY STATE PARK 
CITIZEN'S ADVISORY BOARD 

P.O. Box 3248 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

DAVE STUTZER, CHAIRMAN 

Resolution 95-3 

Resolution in support of small parcel acquisition of Diamond 
Creek (TULIN KEN 29) and Vandenberg (KEN 56) properties. 

Whereas, the Kachemak Bay State Park Citizen's Advisory Board 
whose membership consists of representatives of a cross section 
of the citizenry and who are appointed by the Director of Alaska 
State Park to advise the Division of Parks on management. issues 
and make recommendations, and 

Whereas, this board has reviewed several of the small parcel 
nominations, and 

Whereas, the Diamond Creek property (KEN 29) would provide for 
habitat protection and access to recreational resources for the 
people of Alaska, and 

Whereas, there is inadequate recreational facilities and lands 
along the Sterling Highway between Homer and Anchor Point, and 

Whereas, the Vandenberg property (KEN 56) separates the only 
parcels of Kachemak Bay State Park on the north shore of Kachemak 
Bay and are the only road accessible portions of this park, and 

Whereas, the acquisition of KEN 56 would provide for a more 
complete park unit for the development of trails and other 
recreational facilities, and 

Whereas, the inclusion of KEN 56 would provide for improved 
habitat protection for Bald Eagles, Black Bear and Moose, 

We resolve, by unanimous vote, that the acquisition of these 
properties are important for the people of Alaska and the 
management of habitat and resource therein. 

Resolution approved: 

hairrnan, KBSP Citizens' Advisory "~m~:reJ~\R1 j \........r) 
'---' 

· M~tl '2. ·J h'. -' Approved March 8, 1995 

EXXON VAL0i:.Z OIL CPILL 
TRUSIEE COUNCil 



H. Louise Tulin 
1422 K St. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. Thlin: 

Thank you for your letter of January 17 regarding the benefits of acquiring your 220-acre 
parcel of land near Homer, Alaska, for inclusion in the Alaska State Park system. 

As one of six trustees on the Exxon Wlldez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council, we appreciate 
your interest and involvement in the small parcel habitat protection process. In order to 
promote the restoration of species and natural resources injured by the oil spill, we support 
the small parcel habitat protection process as an important component of the overall 
restoration effort. 

At the Febrmry 13, 1995 Trustee Council meeti11g in .A_I'lchorage, Lhe Council adopted a ~ 

resolution authorizing Molly McCammon, the executive director, to begin preliminary ) 
negotiations to identify the interests of the seller for parcels ranked "high" or "moderate." --
The resolution also allowed state and federal agencies, such as the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources (ADNR), to submit parcels for consideration which the agencies believe 
have special merit, but which ranked "low" in the EVOS small parcel evaluation and 
ranking. The Council also authorized the executive director to appraise these small parcels 
and to develop a recommended list of small parcel acquisitions to be considered at a Trustee 
Council meeting currently scheduled for June of this year. 

It is our understanding that ADNR has determined that your parcel merits special 
consideration. Therefore, your parcel will be considered further for possible inclusion in the 
recommendation of the executive director. We look forw.ird to reviewing the 
recommendation this summer. 

Thank you again for your letter and for your participation in the process. 

cc: Molly McCammon 

G:... ._n:; L.f 
George T. ;t~pton, Jr. ~ 
Assistant sde~ for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks J 
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\ 
) EVOS Trustee Council 

645 G St #402 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Dear Sirs: 

I am ~riting to express my enthusiastic support 
of the so-called Fox Farm property which spans the 
'Island Peninsula'), facing south on China Poot Bay 
out to Gull Island Rookery. 

PO Box 1281 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
June 15, 1995 

for the small-parcel acquisit:on 
peninsula (known locally as the 
and North on Kachemak Bay lookin; 

This 26+ acre parcel (Ken 20 -U. S. Survery #1539) has importance far above its 
small size as has been well documented in your letter of Harch 14 from Hike NcBride. 
To me, the most critical protection need for this parcel is the existence of the 
large midden on the China Poot beach which has still never received much carefullc 
documented excavation. There is considerable local speculation that this is the 
site that Jokelsohn mentions having been take~ to from his brief camp on Yukon Island 
in the late 18 hundreds. This is a very intr~guing possibility. The site is no" 
mostly well overgrown with young spruce trees which protects it to some degree. 

There is only one bit g~1 information that I need to add to Mr. McBride's thorough 
analysis of the various ~7many incidences of use of this parcel by EVOS 'injured 
species': that is that just off of theKachemak facing cliffs of this property is a 
small rock in the intertidal area which has the local name of'Black Oystercatcher Rock' 
where these birds are quite regularly seen feeding in the proper season. The rock, 
of course, is not part of the property, but the presence of this species in the area 
on a feeding -but not a nesting- rock is significant. 

·Whatever final arrangement is made for oversight of this parcel, it would seem to 
me to be an important addition to your many accomplishments. 

Thank You, .. -···-> ,, ;J () ~-· 
·r-11~· ~-

·v~L : t .'~. ~ 
Richard W. Tyler 
PO Box 1281 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

P.S. I realize that the various properties being contemplated by you folks at present 
are each different and each have separate merits: making it difficult to judge be

tween them . In so far as general use by the public (and by use, I mean here primaril.1· 
the ability to be seen by almost everyone) The two Overlook Parcels to the West of 
Homer still strike me as the most important to be acquired by EVOS. However, protection 
of the midden on Ken 20 would get my second vote, with perhaps the Tulin property 
along the mouth of Diamond Creek as a thir:l place nominee if arrangements can be 01ade 
to turn it into a managed camp ground whic'·l this;rea truly needs. ~--

. ., 
. --.. 

. ...:. ':' i: 
; I I: 
' '' L::/ 
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}one ~907)283-716-:" 
C. R. Baldwin 

Fa:-; (907)2.S3-S435 
Lawyer 
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Mr. Mark Kawada 
Habitat Working Group 
Exxon Valdez Trustee's 
645 G Street 
Anchorage P..K. 99501 

I-~arch 21, 1994 

RE: Small Parcel Acquisition Program 

Dear Mr. Kawada: 

At tho suggest-inn of i'-1r. Jim Ayers, I am contacting you to get 
some information on the status of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spi'l 
Trustee Council's (Trustee's) small parcel acquisition program. 

According to Mr. Ayers, you are involved in developing a 
decision matrix which will be utilized in evaluating property in 
the spill area. I would be very interested to be included ''in the 
loop 11 fo!" any information, including drafts of the matrix, as 
information becomes available. 

As you might have gue-ssed, I r-cprese:1t a lc~::d owner a1o~g ~h~ 
Kenai River. The property, approximately 112 acres, is locAted 
along the lower river just above Cunningham Park in the Ccty of 
Kenai. This landowner has been prevented from developing his 
property due to its ecological importa'1ce to various fisr. and bic-d 
species. lhe regulations, however, will allo.·i hlw to dcvelo;; 2 

recreational vehicle pork on the upla!1d portion oE his ;:roper!.:.~-. 

Af~er some consideration, he is willing ~o delay his dcvc1cp~c~~ 

plans in order to deternlne if his proper~y nigt~ be of in~crcs: ~n 

a par-t.:~' interested in acquiring proper 1..:.y to mci.nc.ain i~ i..:-t ~·.:. 1 5 

natural condition. 

Naturally, I understand the need to illustc-a~e the importance 
of this property to the Ke'1ai River and sh0\·1 the '1exus bct,,.·een ::i".'s 
property and species injured by the Exxor~Valdez oil spill. 3y· 
learning about the small parcel acquisition program early, I 'de .. 
be able to assist my client in making a determination on whethe;:- to 
delay development in order to explore the possibicity of having his 
pArcel considered by the Trustee's for acquisition. Based 0'1 prior 
comments from several state and federal agencies, and the fact this 
might be the largest private parcel of land along the lower Kenai 
River, I am hopeful that this property will be of interest to the 
Trustee's. 



1-!a rk Ka><ada 
t,!arch 18, 1994 
Page 2 

I want to thank you in advartce for you anlic ipa ted he: p in 
this matter and .1ook Eor~.v·ard to hearing from you at your ca:-~.lcs!.: 

convenience. 

JNB/hs 

cc: C. Cone 

J 



July 18, 1994 

Mr. Jim Ayers 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

CITY OF KENAI 
: ·~ 

0UL 2 1 1994 -rr-'gd eapiiai a/; ll/culz.a II 
·· ,-210 fiDALGO AVE., SUITE 200 KENAI, ALASKA 99611-7794 

"· .;; . TELEPHONE 907-283-7535 
;·:-·.: FAX 907-283-3014 

RE: SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM-CHESTER CONE KENAI RIVER 
PROPERTY 

Dear Mr. Ayers: 

I am contacting you on behalf of the City of Kenai Planning and Zoning Commission. 
It has been brought to the Commission's attention that Mr. Chester Cone has 
submitted an application requesting the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
consider his parcel for acquisition under the Council's small parcel acquisition 
program. I would like to convey the Commission's strong support for Mr. Cone's 
proposal and request the Council review his application on an expedited basis. The 
City has attempted to acquire this parcel in the past for development of a boat 
launching facility. If the property is acquired under the above referenced program. the 
City would urge the State to develop this parcel for the benefit of the community. 

The property which Mr. Cone has submitted to the Council lies adjacent to the Kenai 
River along the lower portion of the river. The parcel includes both wetland and 
upland but due to the property's proximity to the river and interrelationship between 
the parcels, we believe that acquisition of the entire tract of property is appropriate 
under the Council's small parcel acquisition criteria. 



By acquiring all of the property offered in Mr. Cone's proposal, the Council could 
probably influence access to the river in an area deemed by many state and federal 
wildlife agencies as critical habitat to several Kenai River salmon and bird species 
which were impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. In addition, since the property is 
bordered by a paved road with utilities, the Council would also have an excellent piece 
of property to consider as a site for controlled access to the river or for a wildlife 
viewing station for use by biologists and tourists. 

Of particular concern to the Commission is whether the Council can review Mr. Cone's 
property acquisition proposal on an expedited basis. As you might already know, Mr. 
Cone is in his early eighties and his property, we believe, is an excellent candidate for 
acquisition under the Council's selection criteria. Given Mr. Cone's age and the 
unique attributes of his property, we would strongly encourage and support the 
Council initiating discussions on a suitable method for acquiring Mr. Cone's property 
as soon as practicable. 

In the event you have any questions concerning the position the Commission has 
taken with this correspondence, please do not hesitate to contact me or the 
Commission's staff person, Loretta Harvey, at the City of Kenai Planning Department, 
283-7933. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Walker, Chairperson 
Kenai Planning and Zoning Commission 

cc: C. Cone 
J. Butler 

SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM 
CHESTER CONE KENAI RIVER PROPERTY 

Page 2. 
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City of Kenai, Alaska 210 Fidalgo, Suite 200 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

~MINUTES~ 

July 13, 1994- 7:00p.m. 
Chairman Kevin Walker 

1. ROLL CALL 
Members present: Ron Goecke, Carl Glick, Charlie Pierce, Teresa Werner-Ouade, 

Kevin Walker 

Members absent: Phil Bryson (excused), Lori McComsey (excused) 

Ad Hoc: Councilman Hal Smalley 

Staff present Jack La Shot, Ciiy Engineer; Loretta Harvey, Administrative Asst. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Carl Glick moved approval of agenda as presented, and asked for unanimous 
cbnsent. Charlie Pierce seconded . Passed by unanimous consent. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES June 22, 1994 

Ron Goecke moved approval of minutes as presented and asked for unanimous 
consent. Carl Glick seconded. Passed by unanimous consent. 

4. PERSONS PRESENT SCHEDULED TO BE HEARD 

a. Jim Butler, Attorney - Exxon Valdez Trustee Council Small Parcel 
Acquisition Proposal - 100 Acres Lower Kenai River - Chester Cone 

Jim Butler, said he had been working with Chester Cone for several months 
concerning a parcel of property he owns on the Kenai River. Butler has submitted a 
proposal on bet1aif of Mr. Cone under the Exxon Vaidez Trustee Council Small 
Acquisition Proposal Program (EVTC/SPAP). Butler explained that the Council had 
been formed as a result of the Civil Consent Decree which Exxon entered into with 
State and Federal Governments. About $900 million dollars has been deposited in 
Anchorage and the EVTC has been formed to administer those funds. The Council 
has four main objectives in administering these funds: provide for the general 
restoration of spill impacted areas; provide for habitat protection acquisition in the spill 
zone; provide monitoring and research for the ongoing investigation of the lands that 
were impacted, and; also provide public information, and administration of the fund 
itself. The goal is for each program to aid in the recovery of impacted land. 

Planning & Zoning Commission 
July 13, 1994 - Minutes 

Page 1 



The Small Acquisition Proposal was set up to address property of less than 1,000 
acres in size. The spill zone is defined from Valdez to Chignik, East of Chignik and 
north to just above the forelands on both sides of the Inlet. So the Cone property and 
Kenai River, is well within the defined area. The restoration funds can protect and 
acquire parcels of property that contain habitat which is important to injured resources. 
Among the injured resources that a number of agencies have identified on Mr. Cone's 
property (as he's gone through the permit process) are sockeye, pink salmon, dolly 
varden, bald eagles, inter-tidal organisms, and the common murre. The sockeye is 
the species that has been significantly impacted in the Kenai River. The Council is not 
necessarily looking for all river frontage they are looking for support land, that would 
allow a certain filtration effect. One of the other areas the Council considers is 
damaged services, both commercial and sport fishing have been considered damaged 
resources in the spill area because of the decrease in the number of fish that are 
avai!ab!e. Also, as a result of managi;;g around spill impacted areas, agencies have 
had to focus increased pressure on certain areas, which has increased habitat 
ria mAge. 

Mr. Cones' property is subject to the KPB Coastal Zone Management Plan (CZM) and 
the EVTC has developed a restoration plan that they and the CZM believe fit within 
the general policy goals of that program. The property is also a part of the Kenai 
River Special Management area and one of the criteria the Council will review is if 
they can administer the property. Since this area is so close to DNR's park jurisdiction 
it should be easy to administer. 

Butler asked the Commission to consider two things. One is to support the project or 
the proposal and the other is support an expedited review of this property, since the 
Council has the ability to do that. One of the reasons they wish to have an expedited 
review is that Mr. Cone has been dealing with this property for well over fifteen years. 
Since not too many properties along the Kenai River have been submitted and this 
property has been studied for years. It doesn't make sense for the agencies involved 
to reevaluate the property. 

Buiier submitied a draft letter wi11ch outlined support for the project. The main reason 
Butler had come before the Commission was to alert them that the Council is in the 
process of obtaining property. They will be spending a tremendous amount of money 
on this in the next few years and he again asked for the Commission to support Mr. 
Cone's proposal. 

Chairman Walker asked Butler what would happen to the property once it is acquired, 
will it be locked up from development? 

Planning & Zoning Commission 
July 13, 1994 - Minutes 
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Mr. Butler responded-that it will not, the agencies will vest title in either a State or 
Federal Agency or they can vest title in a number of different non-profits who could be 
organized to administer the property. Because this property is located where sports 
fishing has been impacted they are very interested in proposals on how to administer 
that property. Oddly enough Mr. Cone's private venture of trying to establish a boat 
ramp has been shot down but the Council might have a different perspective on how 
to develop one. They have also discussed taking the upper portion of the property off 
Beaver Loop road and developing a viewing area. The idea is that Mr. Cone should 
not have to hang on to this property for the perpetuity of the public, if the public wants 
to benefit the public should own it. 

Butler submitted a draft letter to the Commission in support of Chester Cone. He also 
said if the Commission wished to work with him in developing options for the property, 
he would be glad to discuss any items that would meet the City's needs. Cr,airman 
Walker called for a brief recess to review the letter. 

RECESS: 

After a brief pause Chairman Walker called the meeting back to order and asked the 
Commission's wishes. 

MOTION: 

RON GOECKE RECOMMENDED THE COMMISSION SEND A LETTER TO THE 
EXXON VALDEZ TRUSTEE COUNCIL, SUPPORTING THE PURCHASE OF 100 
ACRES ON THE KENAI RIVER, BELONGING TO CHESTER CONE, UNDER THE 
.EXXON VALDEZ SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM. AND TO INCLUDE 
IN THE LETTER THAT THIS APPLICATION BE HANDLED IN AN EXPEDITED 
MANNER. CHARLIE PIERCE SECONDED. 

DISCUSSION: 

Chairman Walker asked Mr. Goecke if he wished to use the letter as reviewed. 
Goeke said he would leave that to the Chairman's discretion. Walker said he would 
like to incorporate staff comments. Jack said it might be a good idea to incorporate 
that this was property the city had tried to purchase to develop a boat launch. 

Chairman Walker asked for further comments from the public. 

Chester Cone said he had tried to sell the property to the City two times, but because 
of COE permits the City backed out. Cone has had problems with developing or 
selling this property for years. 

Planning & Zoning Commission 
July 13. 1994 • Minutes 
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Chairman Walker said he would support this for Mr. Cone, but he did not want the 
land to be locked up. He thought a boat launch would be the best use for that 
property and hoped that whoever acquired the property would develop it to benefit the 
community. Walker then called for a roll call vote: 

VOTE: SUPPORT OF EXXON VALDEZ TRUSTEE COUNCIL SMALL ACQUISITION 
PROPOSAL- 100 ACRES LOWER KENAI RIVER- CHESTER CONE 

Bryson Goecke Pierce Werner-Quade McComsey Glick Walker 

EXCUSED YES YES YES EXCUSED YES YES 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

5. PLANNING 

a. Resolution PZ 94·34: VIP Estates Watergate Addition 

MOTION: 

RON GOECKE MOVED APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION PZ 94-34. CARL GLICK 
SECONDED. 

Chairman Walker asked if anyone in the public wished to address the plat which was 
on Watergate Way, VIP Park Addition? 

Jack La Shot reported. that the plat would subdivide one large lot into two substandard 
lots, this resolution should be contingent upon PZ 94-33 which is the Variance to allow 
this. 

Jeri Shivers, said she lived in the subdivision on Schooner Circle. She said she had 
been on vacation so had just received the notification. Shivers said the lot plat 
seemed to be against the integrity of the subdivision compared to the lots that are 
there now. It is also against the subdivision covenants. The lots are 1 acre lots and 
that is one of the reasons the Shivers moved there, and also the area is low density 
residential. If Aase is allowed to split the lots it would make it so more acreage could 
be used for residential area and it may also put resale values at a lower cost. Shivers 
was concerned that this area might develop a Thompson Park problem, where the 
wells and septic tanks are too close together and can cause contamination. 
She noted on the proposal that he was only building one house, but she wondered 
what he would be doing with the other parcel. 

) 

Planning & Zoning Commission J. 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 

August 9, 1994 

144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA. ALASKA· 99669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907) 262-1892 

Mr. Jim Ayers, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 I 

Dear Mr. Ayers: 

RE: Small Parcel Acquisition Program/Chester Cone Kenai River Property 

DON GILMAN 
MAYOR 

On August 8, 1994 the Kenai Peninsula Borough Planning Cornmission in regular session voted 
favorably to support Mr. Chester Cone's request to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to 
consider his property for acquisition under the Council's small parcel element of the Comprehensive 
Habitat Protection Process. 

'ii appears from the information furnished to the Planning Commission that Mr. Cone's property, 
consisting of two tracts adjacent to the Kenai River, meets the threshold criteria established for small 
parcel acquisition. 

The Commission also expressed support for acqutslt!On of other properties having similar 
characteristics and under circumstances that would provide protection for salmon habitat. 

Sincerely, 

(/!}//.~~ -
. ./~~:elman, Chairman 

!/Kenai Peninsula Borough Planning Commission 



1.":!5 ~- WiU0w Street. Sun~ :00 
K.:na.t .. -\laska V'/61 l 
Phone (907):S3·i!67 

C. R. Baldwin 
Lawyer 

Fu l90i).;S3-3-05 

Molly McCammon. Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

January 13. 1995 

RE: Small Parcel Acquisition Program: Chester Cone Kenai River Property 
(Parcel!D Number Ken-34) 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

On January 3, 1995 I received confirmation that a 100-acre parcel of property along the 
Kenai River which is O\vned by my client. Mr. Chester Cone, was identified as a parcel that meets 
the "minimum criteria" needed to provide restoration benefits as outlined m the Small Parcel 
process. Apparently. this means the parcel will receive more detailed evaluation and then be ranked 
against other property meeting the threshold criteria to determine suitability for acquisition. 

On behalf of :-..Ir. Cone, I want to thank the Council for their interest in Mr. Cone's property. 
Unique to the Kenai River. Nfr. Cone's parcel is indeed an uncorr-uT!on rnix of acreage and habitat 
ideally suited to meet the Small Parcel element in the Council's Comprehensive Habitat Protection 
Process. 

I am contacting you for an explanation on the "more detailed evaluation" process. In 
particular. I would like to know whether there is a need to provide new information in addition to 
the original parcel nomination application. Also, I would like more information on the "more 
detailed evaluation" process and a decision time line as well as any other rev~ew hurdles which must 
be survived prior to actually discussing the terms of a purchase. 

As you are no doubt aware, property development options are available to Mr. Cone. I 
would like to advise you that Mr. Cone is considering several property development scenarios for 
the summer of 1995. In order to further delay development plans pending an acquisition decision 
by the EVOSTC, Mr. Cone will need credible ev~dence that the Council is indeed interested in 
purchasing his property. 

I look foJWard to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

JNB:gd 
cc: C. Cone 

L Trasky 

Sincerely. r---. 
/I 

i A, · ··k\ .. :1r." ,(V•" r:./ '-'-I 

Jalites N. Butle~, III 
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THIS PARCEL 
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(907}235-5263 

Trustees, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Council 
645 G Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage,Alaska 99501 

Dear Trustees, 

November 15, 1995 

I would like to take an opportunity once more to express 
Kachemak Heritage Land Trust's support for acquisition by the 
Trustee Council of the property locally referred to as Overlook Park. 
Kachemak Heritage Land Trust is a nonprofit organization currently 
representing 360 members and established in 1989 to preserve for 

.------.. public benefit, land with significant natural, recreational, or cultural 
_) values by working with willing private landowners. 

In defining our support, I mean more than the work we have 
helped the owners do to define the valuable and irreplaceable 
habitat values of this magnificent piece of land. The additional 
support I refer to is the enormous public support that we have 
helped to document. To date, KHLT has collected 367 signatures of 
people who believe that public acquisition of the Overlook parcel 
would prevent inappropriate development of this land, retard the 
rate of erosion, and save the natural vegetation, the rare tidepools 
and the upland wildlife habitat for the enjoyment of present and 
future generations of Alaskans and visitors. 

The interest by the public in preserving this land's natural 
features has been well established. The value to the public seems 
clear to us as well. The property's worth to the public at large 
encompasses many values from the obvious relief of seeing efforts to 
mitigate for oil spill habitat degredation, to the hard to define but 
real value of knowing that a place of great natural beauty will 
continue to be part of the first view of Homer and Kachemak Bay for 
visitors forever. As a scenic resource, Overlook plays a role in our 
local economy. Many residents and visitors enjoy a feeling of awe 



and peace of mind simply by viewing this stunning parcel, its 
wildlife and the spectacular view beyond. 

Enclosed please find the current list of Overlook protection 
petition signers, a sample of the petition, and copies of articles and 
letters written for the two local Homer newspapers about the 
preservation of this valuable piece of land. (We will be happy to 
provide you with the actual petitons, but didn't want to clutter your 
packets with so much paper.) Thanks very much for the opportunity 
to comment. We wish you well in this difficult decison making 
process! 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Seaman 
President I Interim Director 

) 

·.~ 



First Name I last Name !Address ICily State Zip Phone !Other 
Susan \f"lclinden i 1193 Bobcat Dr. NE !Albuquerque, NM B71?? !co-op '94 

Delbert j Castellaw i Box 95 ! Anchor Point. AK 99556 i 235-7424! summer 9 

Carol icomfort-WaldorlHC 67 Box 1260 !Anchor Point. AK 99556 I summer 9 
Mary i Downs I Box 735 i Anchor Point. AK 99556 235-243.o i 2/94 I 
6eot"'9t. l Fr·azler· l HC 61 Box i 251 [ AiH~hl)r· Point, AK 995561 ~summer 9 
Dertise \Glanville iHC 67 Box 1195 jAnchor Point, AK. 99556!235-8917!7195 

j Keliy 'Green ___ i Box 397 i Anchor Point. A~: 995561 ! Co-op '94 
i Chr·is ___ _[_Ha9a i 5o" 441 i Anchor Point, AK. 99556l2.o5-7716l7/.)0/94 
[Laura ilnglima iHC 67 Box 1259 )Anchor Point, . .O..K 99556j2:35-78?2!summer 9 

IM D !KHst !Box 418 !Anchor Point, AK 99556t235-5613!Co-op '94 
~like iLas1ter iHC 67 Box 580 !Anchor Point. AK 99556!235-7989j7/~0/94 
_Qeni~ ---.-::_llass~u IHC 67 Box 912 IAnc~~or Point, AK 995561235-4277i5/3/94 
t£-'eggy /LeMa'( /HC 67 Box P?l !Anchor Point. AK 99556!- / 4/2?/94 
j.Joe '~1cCollough !B·ox 121 !Anchor Point. AK. 99556! i 4/?2/94 

ll:·iolfqonq & Q.':'.r:!.'ji~-~~-l;:__ ____ f HC 6 7 Box 125o C _l£:nchor Poinl. AJ·. 99556 j 235-3~97_1 slimmer 9 
c!,;ni ; :3ellet'S l Bo< 721 i Anchor Poinl. AK. 995561 i summer 91 
~~---------~ srni"t_h-------~·-:s~;~ -121-----r~h;;"Poi~t.-:-AK995s6! ·?35-702 41 4/22/94ll 

t . .t":·~~n j :=::tannart:! ! HC 6 7 8o:-c:: 888 ! Anr.t1or Point. ~.K 99556! 235-5449! 7195 ! 
1j:)fln L3weenev i Hl:6 7 Box 1256 i Aflcftor Point, Ai<. 99556! 235-t86S!! 4i22/94l 
r Rot:er t~------rTu~t.ainen rHc 6 7 Box i 256B fA~chor P~i~-:-AK. 99556 j235-536 7 ~ 7/307941 
~~~-thH~----·---· Ti·;·~~~la ~5o:< 9~r -------[A~~h~;-~t.-AK 99556!2~·5-7-4~~9 

He ltv i ~1itchell 13600 W. 84th I Anchorage, AK 995 ! 248-7220 i Co-op '94 

j Robe~l . :'~tan lev 1605 Pearl Dr. i Anchorage. AK 995 I i 6/29/94] 
!M~r~c~------TV~~lclnd --1154~ E-.14-lhA~--;-~chorage, AK 995o 1--l [ surnmer=-9} 
!sus-~----------; H::~Qe-;;-;n :6927 Fountain .! Anchorage, Ar 995o2-f~18~U;-94 ! 
iC-;rTnt'!n _____ i O't3radv ! 372(J W. 86 #(_ 1-A~~·horaqe, .A.K 99502 j 248-1684! surnrn~~ 
r--- -r- ' ' . r----
iA. :l·kvaldine i4960 E. 5th Ave. iAnc~toraae. AK. 99504 !333-26?0•i Sil/94 61 
f:Ic;;;:;~~----------TRi·t~i.e.r----------~ 601 E. 16th ·st-.--lAn~~~-AK 995o4· 1746-69 15f4i22/9-4l 
c-r.;;., . --,-~;-;;1J;-;,;---05:90idi1uldoon i Anchorage, AK 99504 1337-0 170! eummer] 

i Harr·v : Doug~tert.y ! 3405 Vassar Dr. f Anchoraqe, AK 99506 ! 279-7736! latter 94 · 
r- ;-- . ' -
l'dil\iam & Kar·en :Workman I"'"' I 0 E. 41st Sl. I Anchoraae, AK 9950;3 
[I_abitha----T~~egQry- ---~ox 190606 --r,;;-ncr;or·age, AK 99510 
[Pamela '~·!iller !Box 10180? !Anchorage AK QQS10 

' - ' - . -- ~ 

~lie ! 8ynurn ! 347 A4 Dailev ! Anchorage, .A.K 99515 

en i LatnQ i 12220 11ary Ave. I Anchorage. AK 99515 
j~th · -io--'~ ·t~ ! 2060 Innes Cir·cle ~f:nchorage, AK 99515 lA. ~r1ne ~-- 1 .Jf1 n 1 
rc~hr-~t.inaL ___ ! Chriswell !3082 Telequana "1 i Anchorage, AK 99517 
P.obert. i DeVelics ! 23:;:7 Douglas Dr. ! Anct;orage, AK 99517 
,.Jeannie ;Ward 12-:>27 Douglas Dr. I Anchorage. AK 99517 
1 . fS;Blh;·ood ! Box 231712 I Anchorage, AK. 99523 -- ; .. 

I B'x "" 14" 1 Geoffrey ~. Susa1; Loeffler i V •..1"- L , Big Lake, AK 99652 

S~r::1h i CoB i 1299 S. Teal Cl, I Boulder. CO 80303 

Rav \•i. l woodruif 1 Box 6126 I Boulder. CO 80306 
~ 

B.M. c .. Nancy !Klein i 279 Candlwood Lake i Brookfield. CT 06604 

flat ! Williams 
' 

!9 Orchard St. I Cambridge, MA 02140 

i 563-63?-?i ~lcBr1de s 
i 27 4-.o621 :7130794'1 
' 

l ._, . ;'i'1'94Bj 
I344-620Bi latter 94 

j ~44-9840 [511 i94 B 
!;:,45-1859 Js; 1 /94 s ..--
243-2033 I summer 9 
243-3073JC.o-op'94 
243-.)07 S i Co-op '94 

1
264-04621 summer_2_ 

I 11alter 94 

1---938-11! McBride s 

I j latter 94 1 
1203-775-:j summer 9 
1617-354-!: 7/30/94 



First Name /Last Name /Address /City State Zip /Phone /Other 
.James ! Davis i 193H Myrtle Dr. 1 Eagle River, AK 99577 I i latter 94 
Tom i Huffel ! 18207 Sanctuary ! Eagle River, AK 99577 /694-2326! 6/29/94 

Reid /McDonald /18802 Fish Hatcher1!Eagle River, AK 99577 1696-.:>1761 6/29/94 
Catherine i Villa 1 Box 770408 J Eagle River, AK. 99577 1696-0664) summer 9 
Aaron :Tilton /Box 5026 i Estes Park, CO ! 1 6/29/94 
Torn i B~d ! Box 15044 I Fritz Creek, AK. 99603 ! :4/94 
Susan i Clardv i Box 15246 i Fritz Creek, AK 99603 ; i summer 9 
fGa7J;--·--·~---·iciaus !Bo..c 15241 ! Fr·itz cr~ek. AK 99603 1235-6-63?! 7/95 __ 

~1 iGtJY jBox 15255 !Fritz Creek, ~K 99603 1235-7858~7/95 
i Andrew i Haas ! Box 15051 ! Fritz Cree<., .ll.K 99603 ! ?35-1 007 i c·/3i94 
lJonn T. i Kirchner i Box 15153 i Fritz Creek. AK 99603 i I latter 94 

lcaroline __ _li:.l!~~e _,_1Bo'2_.!_~271 !Fritz Creek, AK 9960.:. \2,)5-1024:7/95 
'Hendy iNoomah TBo:~ 1524? /Fritz cr.;k, AK 9960.::--f2:35=846917/9.s-1 
Irene !Saxton /Box 15203 iFritz Creek, A.K 99603 !235-7261 fsumrner 9 

r~er_ri ___ .. __ JSpigel~fl_:,~~Box ~5051 !Fritz Creek. AK 99603 /235-1007:5/3/94 
j\J.S. ~.Suzanne F;~1clnlosh !Box o404 !Halibut Cove, AK. 99603 j296-2244:summer 9 
[t,~au - ; Mills --j Box 6453 ! Halibut Cove, AK 99603 i 296-2?40! Me Brides . . . ~ 

~wna ~ Con't'!ay l Box 6461 1 Hal1but CovF?, .AK 99603-l :4/94 J 
iJane i?.iberts iBox 744 !Horner, AK 99603 i235-i7<-lo:sumrner 9[ 
r-.;-- - ! !. .,... -·--r..::--· ~ ----;. - ~ ,. -: r;:;;---;::.--~--::::r-----, 
1 ..... usr..~n i ;-.Je .... ~mder 1 D1JX 1 09t:• 1 Hon 1er, Ak 99o0u 1 .£..05-oO"-u ~ 2/94 J .----------------------------------- ---- ..;.,._ ______________ ----------------·----·- . -

J Lucinda ~.Alexander i B?x ~834 ! Homer, AK 99603 i 23~.-8386 ~ 5/ 1/94 E:'j 

fl'1arl.tla E. ! t;wJ~rson ; 152 t1t. View Dr. !Horner, ,C.K 99603 !235-2"'43!7195 I 

f
Nikki !Aoker i 1393 Bav Ave. )Horner·, AV- 99603 1235-3757; 4/22/9~ 
Rotu?.rt [Archibald lBo;~ 2460 !Homer. AK 99603 i235-6214~7/30/94l 

~·--· ... --·---........... --.---------~----------·-----,---··------·-----·-, 
i Andy ! Armstron!l i Box 1 004 [Homer, AK 99603 ! 235-37 45 ~ 7 /g~. · 
lMaureen l 4rrn~trnnq i Bnx 1394 ; Horner. AK 99603 i r1cBr·i;JPslj 

.-, 
i 

.__) 

- - ' -
~9chel I avanahunyon !Box 1866 ! Homer. Ar, 99603 i 235-6225 i 7/95 

! Bailey· 
i I Hornet~, AK 99603 ! 235-6262 i 5/1/94 5_· ~dgar i Box 2994 
~ 

]Homer, AK 99603 .Jon ic.. v I 3684 Main St j- ! 4/22/94 , t.•a .... er 
Steve ! Baker i 3601 Main St. #/ I Horner, AK 99603 1235-6 768 i SIJmrner 9 

~-tma ___ J.p_aldwin !Box 1942 i Horner, AK 99603 !235-5946!5/3/94 
---;----· I Horner, AK 99603 

.-
DiriO I e.anC1) l Box 1981 L___ __ !la!:_ter 9~ 

IAsaiah I sates !Box 504 jHomer. AK 99603 ! ?3S-r•:z.' 7 h /9S 
• 

1-._..:...._o,, . ._ 

Scott !Bauer jBox 2465 i Homer, A.K 99603 ! 235-6110; 7 !951 
Rose !Beck !Box 204 i Homer. AK 9960,) \2.:.5-210715/1/94 5 
Cindy iBeile I Box .)6 !Homer, AK 99603 235-162 1 ! 4194 -

I i 5/1/94 B Eric l Belcher [f•OX 2188 1 Homer, AK 99603 
Gayle !Bell 164880 Diamond Ridg[ Homer, AK 99603 235-8700 i 7/95 
Beckv i Bellamy 60080 Skyline Dr. i Horner. AK 99603 2~5-7434/surnrner l 
David L. i Bentley . 4 1933 Spencer Dr. i Homer, AK 99603 2J::.-7.)89 j 7/95 
Donna ! Beran [1 06 W. Bunnell #B I Homer, AK 99603 \235-6025J7!95 
Ken [Bergman j64270 Jeffery Ave./Homer, AK 99603 \235-5138[7/95 
Randi !Berham i Box 2082 ! Homer. AK 99603 /235-8429! 4/94 
Bonnie Belley ! 34850 Moonrise St.l Homer, AK 99603 i 17195 ··~ 
Kathleen Biessel !Box 1995 I Homer, AK. 99603 \2.:>5-1200[7/95 



) 
First Name [Last Name Address j City State Zip Phone .!Other 
Richard I Binkley Box 3341 I Homer, AK 99603 !235-5163!7195 
Daisy Lee ! Bitler !60385 Skyline Dr. I Homer, AK 99603 1235-684 1 ! 2/94 
William [Bloom !Box 4194 i Homer. AK 99603 235-4227' latter 94 
Kandice iBiue !Box 2042 I Homer, AK 99603 [235-2736! summer· 
Amy i E.ollenbach \Box 3429 I Homer, AK 99603 I ?35-6954j2194 
Doug &. Janet JBowen /Box 1642 I Homer. AK 99603 235-2136 i summer ·· 

Marcus I Bradley iBox 1395 [Homer. AK 99603 235-6919! 4/22/94 

~rad J~.r.autigam i Box 95.:; ! Homer, AK 99603 ' ' 
j7/9;o I 

Wendy . 
; Box 255 ! Homer, AK 99603 \7 /92· I 

Sue I Brooks I Box 3592 I Homer, AK 99603 1 summer 91 
Brad & Gina i Br·outJQam Box 983 i Homer. M~ 99603 1- I 4/22/94 

------r::-B'-'ut:ole:.:_.r"'-=--fj B;-:o:.:.x'-'::;=-'-1:;1'-:8,..-· ---+1 H.:.:o.:.:m.:.:e::...r.:.... :.:A:.:K.-=9'-'q::-·..::"::-·..::0;3;~~~-='+ic-:2;30~5;--=2=-:.:9~9JiiaUer 94,1 

Douglas B. --·,Caldwell \55100 Saber St. !Homer, N; 99603 !235-5486! summer' 
Glenn ! Caldwell I Box 2308 ! Horner, AK 99603 1235-2141 i 7/95 

C•1 ul !Charat )Box 60'J !Homer. AK 'J%03 1:?35-212•1l 5/1/911 Bl 
1 t1w·y A;:;-r~---rcrlisholm---+i:=.c."-ox::....:::4.::.6.:.6-----f! :...:Hn::..:. r.:.:ne::..:· r""' • ..:.A.::.K::...9.:.9:..:6:.:0:o:::... --+! =::...:=.:..:. hatter 94 I 
fo;i;;·-=_-· ---J Chor~·wn 139960 H1ghview i Homer, AK 99603 'l235.::65i"6r;;;:;;-mer 9] 

. .Jeff ! Combs i Bo, 321 i Horner, AK 99603 i 7/30/94 I 

Scott ___ ! C':J:mellv_· --~x 437 ~Horner. AK_~9603 l235-3973j7 /95 d 
I Valerie i Connor i Box RDO Red 11ountai Horner, AK 99603 I j surnrner .:J 

(ioh;,r.-·-·--- ! Cowan j 68169 Centurion ! Homef~AK-9%0.3 ]235-770 1[7 /95 
!Torn !craig !E·ox 919 !Horner. AK. 99603 l235-6795i 7/30/94 
[Sean w. ! Cullerton ! Box 2331 ! Homer. AK 99603 1235-7252 i latter 94 

~-c-r:-~---~-----------1 Ct~nningharn--rBox i 907 / H~mer. AK 99603 __ __,/-=2-=3·?-6~ 1- /]/'95= 
I H_elen ! DeGarmo f c. ox 191 ] Homer. AK 99603 l235-8B ·12) summer 9] 
Sallie !Dodd-5!Jtters iBox 1223 !Homer, AK 99603 !2,j5-5Y94jsummer· 9ll 
Donald & Belinda!Draaoo !Box 5 !Homer, AK 99603 j i 5/1/94 B 

karol M. --r-Dr-'e'-'~'---~~~:!B:.:o:..:x=15-S--2----~Homer, AK 9960j . "l2j5-66.o6i51~·/94 j 
!i;ielanie !Dufour 157900 Clover Ave. jHomer, AK Q9603 i235-7905:1alt.er 94 
Claudia !Ehli !Box 204 !Homer, O,K 99603 1235-2107! 5/1f94 B 

.!.!_athan I Elliot I Box 404 i Horner. AK 99603 1 i 7/30/94 
J k & '1 IE 1 B 221 ; H AK 99<0 I "-5 ~c 1 i - ·- ·q4 ac 1 ary pperson J ox 1 omer. u . .::c i "",:. -o,__~ -~· i '::J/.j.J ~ 

Wendy i Erd ! Box 736 l Horner, AK 99603 1235-889 1 ( summer 'd 

Virginia M. ! Espenshade 'Box 1752 i Homer, AK 99603 ! _lialt.er 94 
Katheleen I Ethier I Box 26 ! Homer. AK 99603 2..l5-t0.)9j7 /95 
David !Evans i225 Mountain View l!Horner, AK 99603 l235-6654\7h0/94 
Brad /Faulkner /B~x 996 j Homer, AK 99603 i ?35-?751 i summer 9 
Trina ! Fellows i 266 E. Bayview I Horner, AK 99603 1235-8611! 5/1/94 B 
Celeste 

Derot.ha 

jFenger 
I 
;Ferraro 

Cylene I Fiddersen 
Will , Files Jr. 
Barrett & Tamar! Fletcher 
Mary Clare 

Norma 

Foeck.e 
Forbes 

I Box 26 76 \Homer, AK 99603 235-8889\ 2/94. sur 
J Box 1408 I Homer, AK 99603 235-1 0931 summer 9 
!Box 3804 \Homer, AK 99603 1235-2710\7195 
1152 ~1ountain View ll Homer, AK 99603 i 235-5248 I ~1c Brides 

Box 575 !Homer. AK 99603 1235-2561! 5/3/94, 
Box 3736 ! Homer, AK. 99603 235-5970\513/94 

14697 Sabrin Rd. # 1 I Homer, AK 99-'-6-'-03=---+j2=-:3'":'5:-_--c:4321\7 /95 



First Name last Name /Address I City State Zip . /Phone /Other 
Heidi Franklin jBox 2548 ! Homer. AK 99603 i 2.)5-43241 7/95 

Asia I Freeman ! 106 W. Bunnell Homer, AK 99603 ! 235-755Bilatter 94, 

Melissa !Frommer !Box 92 i Homer. AK 99603 !235-5690/7/30/94 

Nancy Geragolelis /Box 2814 I Homer, AK 99603 /235-8425/7195 

Deborah /Germano !Box 1511 I Homer, AK 99603 [235-2538)2/94 

.Joyanna ! Giesler /Box 1649 Homer, AK 99603 /235-540 1!2/94 

Kale I Gill 159830 Sanford Homer. AK 99603 1235-2969!4/94 

Cathy S. /Godfrey j.)855 Lake Shore #2 1 Homer, AK 99603 1235-722 1 I summer 9 

Eli<abeth ' [Graber i Box 2609 I Homer, AK 99603 ! 235-60781 summer 9 

~1argarel i Grape! !Box 1227 Homer, AK 99603 i 235-870 1 ! summer 9 

David i Greene !Box 2918 I Homer. AK 99603 I !7/95 
Kirn !Grev !Box 1683 i Horner, A.K 99603 I i Co-op '94 

Barry I Hames /Box 3245 [Horner, AK 99603 1":-i" ""'..,6'7/9S fL-...·.J-,_.,.)1 i ·-

Anne K. ! Hamilton /Box 2118 I Homer. AK 99603 !235-415617/95 

Oriana j Harding I Box 2563 . Homer. AK 99~03 i jlatter 94 
iBox 1025 

~ 

Carol i Harding ) Homer. AK. 99603 '"~5 102"'719" 
~ 

! L:!_ __ -=.. . U j . ._1 

Phyllis ! Harris )Bo;.; 2434 i Homer. AK 99603 :235-8235! 7/30/94 
I Edith !Hawkey !Box 4241 I Homer, AI< 99603 i 235-4360 i 4/94 

I L vnda jHaynes lBox 1969 :Horner·. Ar<. 99603 ~ 235-2300:2/94 
' ' - . -r:::-::--· 

rf:!~zel ___ ._j_He:.::ac::th.:___ JBO,. 4066__ !Homer, AK 9960,:, :2/94 ] 
[Kimberly D. iHemphill [344 Noview !Homer, AK 99603 l2.)5-no7T4n-2/941 
1!-'-"'-'"-'-'-'-e'--"--'---+i H'-'e'-.r-'o"'n-'-"----+1 B=-o-x-:3:::5:::3c-5'--'-----,[!-'H'-'o.rner. AK 99603 ! 235-8ls35! 7/~. 

o.ll._,_v _____ +l Hc:.e:.:s:.:s ____ +-'1 B:-'o"'x-::1::7-:=2'--4'-----ii..:_H:.:o.:.:m:.:e.:..r:..:. A:...:Kc:.. -:9_9:0.::6.::-03::_ 1235-8160 i 7/30/94 I 

t-- -. l . . I ' I - 1 
~. :::~nor~~---·---L~gg~~----+

1 Box 334_1;....___ j Homer, ~K 99603 --!-~~_:51 ~~12/9'2 
rlene •.'. u, .1· 1.derh,. rand !,·. ?,88:.-: \"rl·ght. 1 Homer 'K "9fi03 1 ..-,-zc:; .:. cc.-z r 2 '9 "-, - _._.. ._.. vv _ ! • ,_.. ·. ::> - l ;;...._ .. _,-,_,, _ _.u .... • l ' ....,. I 

Barbara I Hill ! Box 1626 i Horner, .AK 99603 ! 235-6640 J 4/94 _ I 
Christine E 'Hoffman I Box 557 i Homer M: 99603 i i surnrner91 
[-------~- ' 
~~Jinslow __ LHoffman __j Box 15:12 I Horner, AK 99603 I I Co-op 'Sl.:t 

!Hogan !Box 1627 !Homer, AK 99603 !235-788012194 
~h1rley ! Houghton 'Box 1402 ! Homer, AK 99603 ! 235-6006jlalter 94 

Carolyn I Hudson i 421 Mountain View ( Homer. AK 99603 \2,j5-6746ilalter -~ 
I 12015 Bay Ridge Rd.jHomer, AK 9960,:, Ahna t lredale 2.o5-76i3_?.~5/3/94, 

Michele i I . lsox 2188 I Homer, AK 99603 ! ,_ enm ngs 23c·-5651, 7/95, 5/1 

Debbie !.Jensen !Box 3607 I Horner. AK 99603 235-6229"! 7/30/94 

!John Scott /Jillie , 4300 Bartlett St. ! Homer, AK 99603 235-8101 ! latter 94 

Colleen I ,Joest Box 152 I Horner, AK 99603 1235-8297 i 4/94 
Georgia !Jones , 406 7 Mullikin I Horner. AK 99603 i 235-3441 i summer S 
Sally I Kabisch !Box 467 i Homer. AK 99603 235-4060 2/94 
Peter !Kaufman Box 736 Homer. AK 99603 1235-6691 summer " 

IKaun ' 1235-5209 i summer 9 Barbara Box 3542 I Homer, AK 99603 
Mary Lou !Kelsey !Box 894 Homer, AK 99603 1235-773915/3/94 

Susan !Kernes !Box 984 Horner, AK. 99603 1235-5194 i summer 9 
Tim !Klein !Box 2386 i Homer. AK 99603 '235-1259 7/30/94 
Janel & Deb JKlein Box 2386 Homer. AK 99603 235-8925 i Me Brides 
Rich & Peggy J Klein Ieder !Box 367 Homer, AK 99603 235-8702! summer · 

··---._ 
_/ 

·~ 
i 

._) 



First Name I last Name I Address City State Zip Phone !Other 
Sue j Klinker 1408 Noview I Homer, AK 9960.:> 235-7493 17/95 

!an !Laing /35035 Low bush St. Homer, AK 99603 235-7475 7/30/94 

Marie !Lambert Box 294 Homer. AK 99603 . 235-3753. summer 9 
Ken I Landfield Box 2013 l Homer, AK 99603 235-766314/22/94 
Vasil is & Joanna i Lavrakas , Box RDO Red Mounta! Homer, AK 99603 235-2? 1 Oj5/1 /94 L 
Joe !Lawlor I Box 1133 ! Homer, AK 99603 1235-7943!2194 
Devany !Lehner iBex 2374 I Homer, AK 99603 !235-6095.7/30/94 
Lin a !LePage i Box 2583 i Horner, AK. 99603 1~7~ ~~-4lc;~'q4 I L.•JV-L..&....•) I oJ ,_n J 

I Levinson ! 184 W. Bayview Avt!Homer, AK 99603 
- ' Dan & Nancy !235-59 17 i 4/22/94 I 

David G. !Lewis !Box 468 ! Homer, AK 99603 ! 235-2245! summer 9 
I Laurence E. I Livingston /Box 2433 /Homer. AK 99603 l235-2874/7/95 

kes I Looby !Box 4091 !Homer, AK 9~603 1:-> -- 47,_/9" .t:..·):)-IJ.j : I V -' ' ' Nancy j Lord 1 Box 558 I Homer. AK 9960.:> !235-8252; summer ·~ 
· Loshbaugh 164770 Pitzman I Horner, AK 99603 I ! summer 9 S.F. 

Judith i Lund ! '1178 Hohi St. i Homer. AK 99603 1 ?:'\Ci-3nOR i? /94 
"', M'"a:.:r.:.:y:.:.a-nn---+1 L=.y:::.d:.:a ______ rBox 727 ! Homer. AK. 99603 1235-7205 i I alter 94-1 

f'[D:..:~:..:~"'~-.,..------=====_,_I=.L>,.::;o::.n'--_- - lsox 47 -----!~~K 9%o3----p.35=6197;~~0794] 
I Qgvid I Maddon i Box 4054 I Horner AK 091'>03 i 23S-?S8{) i 7 /9S ·- ' ' - ' - -- . '. ~ 

'~ 
. ) 
··-' 

Susan i Malone !Box 2415 i Homer, AK 99603 i- l4122/94i 
Gil i r·Jarick I Mile 1.5 Kachemak D[Homer, AK. 99603 ! I latter 94 
.....,,-------··-"-i·-·-

!Box 2652 iHomer.-AK 99603 T235--6652ll~tter 94, Mildred ! Martin 
,Jenny ! Marlin !Box 1977 ! Homer. AK 99603 [235-7743! summer· 

Rebecca l ~lay iBex 487 I Homer. AL 99603 1235-6207:7/95 -
!Box 956 i Horner. AK. 99603 /235-691 o I ncE·rirJe s r·Jichael, Diane, .:) 11cBride 

Elizabeth - i 11cBride i 1293 Beluga Ct. ! Horner, AK 99603 
/ <""7C ---~; ~~--~ 
i z._,,_.-7705 ' ' /9-o 

f1ike ! ~1cCann IBox 1521 l Horner, .AK 99603 1235-!:·313! 7/95 
fJe.nnifer i ~lcC!oskv !Box 3037 i Homer. AK 9960.:> l2.o5-42D6 i 7/9-o r.---

f ~lclnstry !Box 1525 l Horner. AI<. 99603 1235-6608 j 5/3/94 Jlngrid 
f-- i ~lclntyre ! .:094 Soundvie-.,;· \Homer. AK 99603 1 . ..,-7<; 6"90: 7/9S Marguerite I .:...-..~._- . .._. -- 1 • .._ 

Sharon I flcKemie I Box 1128 i Homer, AK 99603 !235-6737!5/3/94 

Susan !Mclane i Box 869 1Homer. AK 99603 ! 235-7073 i 7/95 --I 14cNinch 156990 Bradley Ln. 'T" '94'!4 1Q4 Barbara 1 Horner, .AY 99603 l ,:,._.~-._1 I)! -· " ----
fMcNiven I Box 2516 I Horner, AK 99603 /235-27 12! 2/94 Michael 

Barbara I f1eyer IBox 1675 i Horner .. AK 99603 235-6565 1 5/3/94 
Jane I f1iddleton ! 54190 East End Rd. i Homer. AK 99603 1235-6064! 2/9 4 
Renate !Mirlein 153160 McNeil Can yo! Homer. AK. 99603 2.:>5-6906! summer 9 
flerritl i Mitchell jBox 2384 Homer, Ar.. 99603 235-2837!7195 
Rebecca ! flitct,ell !Box 1452 I Homer, AK 99603 !235-7116 94 ~lc Bri 
Jovce !Moe !Box 2684 \Homer. AK 99603 235-675214/94 
Lonnie rMonson I Box 2946 I Homer. AK 99603 !summer 9 

Catherine jMoran i Box 134 I Homer, AK 9960.:. I !7195 

Edward jMoss ! Box 1443 Homer, AK. 99603 235-66421 summer 9 

Eileen ! Mullen I Box 1394 Homer, AK 99603 235-2265 7/95 
Mark iMunro jBox 1971 Homer, AK. 99603 1235-2465 7/95 

Mary jane \Murphy \Box 3185 \Horner, AK 99603 I 1 summer 9 I 



First Name /Last Name /Address City State lip Phone Other ' ) 
Janie /Mvers /Bo:< 777 Homer, AK 99603 4/94 

Tony & Gwen ~1.[ Neal /2396 Kachemak Bay I Homer, AK 99603 /235-8228,6/29/94 

Michael /Neece I Box 2881 I Homer. AK 99603 /235-2627 i 4/94 

Valerie !Nelsen /Box 3723 i Homer, AK 99603 I McBrides 

Laura W. ! Norton /1292 Beluga Ct. , Homer, AK 99603 /235-6318/513/94 

Carl & Sven i Nostrand IBox 1352 I Homer, AK 99603 ! 235-4344/ Co-op '94 

Michael S. ! Ol1eara /Box 1125 I Homer, AK 99603 235-5305!7/30/94 

Sheldon I Oakes [Box 3580 i Homer, AK 99603 1235-6043: 7/95 

Deborah /Oppenheim I 54720 Wilderness I Homer, AK 99603 I I 
!,Jane ! Pascali ! 4 I 05 Kachemak Way! Homer, AK. 99603 123.5-3741 i 2194 

Me.lindu I Patterson i Box 1295 i Homer, AK 99i\O.o /235-2184! 7/95 

Patti !Pearson !Box 364 ! Horner, AK 99603 1235-5554! 5/1/94 5 
-+ 

Barbara L. ! Petersen /Box 894 /Homer, AK 99603 !23~·-7333 ,! 5/3/94 
Betsy /Pitzman /Box 1188 i Homer, AK. 99603 !235-8398!7195 

Laura r1. ! Plamondon !Box 1965 i Homer, ~r;_ 99603 __ _.835-7737! summec_~ 

Susan /Polen IBm< 2642 i Homer, AK 99603 !_235-3_900 [5/3/94 
j Prevost 

-+ l Homer, AK. 99603 ! 2~·5-88?5 i 4/?? /94 Edward )Box ?48 

Brad i Pruitt !Box 672 ! Homer, AK 99603 I '?35- !7195 ! 
R1crtard i Purington I Box 521 i Homer, AK 99603 i bush line [ 5/1/94 Ei 

! Quinlan 
>- i Hr,mer, AK 9960.:. I ' j Fran !Box_ 1526 ~~Jrnrnei'_? 
' - - , ; -J Larry ; Pemsch ! 161 Lee St. ! Horner, Ar, 9•;oO.:. ('.)5-8756! 4r'?/941 (ate iP1ch I Box 1574 !Horner, A~- 99603 1235-8487!7/9!0· 

David W. j><1tchie ~63595 K_atamar !Homer. AK 99603 !latter 94 

~~_1_~----~---:-~r)erts ------1~-~~ 272:.:to ____ J!:i_omer. AK 9:,:96:::.:0:-.:::cc...• __ ~23~-~i.OJ J f'kBride s_ 
fFob ! Robl ·Box 15154 i Homer AI' 9960"1 ?3S-7 19 1 'MrBride s\ 

' -- ~ 

' ~ ' -
f Lynne !Roff !Box 3073 ! Horner, AK. 99603 i? ~ -.1 -. a. 

I ~j5-b 19.J' 5/ CJ! _.4 

Rvan !Rogers !Box 1049 i Homer. AK 99603 1235-4319i4/22i94 

~Priscilla i Russell !Box 2365 i Homer_,_ AK '2._~60.) 12.)5-5617! summer_~ 
Steve ~-Ruzcmski T B · .,5S i Homer, AK 99603 ! 2•c; "595 17 '9" i ox~- ._ 1 v._ -._.. - i 1 ._, 

Armando de. Ron I Santiaqo !Box 436 ! Homer, AK 99603 I : a 
' - ~summer .. 

Brian ! Schmidt !358 E. Lee St. ! Homer. AK 99603 1235-3471 i 7/95 

R. E. i Schmutzler· fBox ?964 f Homer, AK 99603 1 235-8406! summ'Or:..2 
Pat .]schneider I Box 66 7 I Homer, AK 99603 1235-6843!7/95 

Mark ! Schellenberger I Box 3593 ! Homer, AK. 99603 j235-3665j7/95 

_!~nnie I Schroeder ! Box 712 1 Homer, AK 99603 2j5-2383! 7/95 

Barbara i Seaman I Box RDO I Homer, AK 99603 \235-2986[2/94 
' 

Beth !Seiler jbox 672 j Homer, AK. 99603 1235- !7195 
Leigh F. !Selig ! 3665 Ben Walters I Homer, AK 99603 235-233717/95 

Evelvn R. !Sequela ! 53845 Kilcher ! Homer, AK 99603 235-4223•! summer 9 

Tod i St1arp \2015 Bay Ridge Rd. \Homer, AK 99603 1235-7667! 5/3/94, 
E. Ray \Sinclair Box 992 I Homer, AK 99603 \235-2766\latter 94 
George & T rina ,Smallwood Box 3371 J Homer, AK. 99603 235-3402 I summer 9 

Maynard P. Smith JBox 3099 i Horner, AK 99603 1235-552314/22/94 

Katherine C.E .. Srnith 1193 Cooper Crt. I Horner, AK 99603 1235-54481 5/1/94 B 

Kim \Smith !Box 3235 I Homer, AK 99603 1235-6 703 i summer 9 



') 
First Name Last Name Address City State Lip Phone I Other 
Sonny !Smith /Box 1195 Homer, AK 99603 235-7611 !7195 
Samantha I smith Box 1907 Homer, AK 99603 235-8341/7/95 

Derona Somers 358 E. Lee Homer, AK 99603 235-66 77! 2/94 
Amy Springer Box 855 I Homer, AK 99603 235-88241 latter 94 
Carol Standaert Homer, AK 99603 235-59 11 i 7/95 

Neil Stanley 1Box 650 ! Homer, AK 99603 , I McBrides 
Steven i Stauber !Box 2985 I Homer, AK 99603 I 235-6692 I latter 94 

Linda 1 Stearns ;144 W. Pioneer Ave.! Homer, AK 99603 /235-.:.722/lalter 94 
Kathleen Stier ! 6480 Skyline Dr. ! Homer, AK 99603 l235-7654j4/94 

Karl ! Stoltzfus 

Derek Stonorov 

Luana Stove! 

I Box 3312 ! Homer, AK 99603 1235-8131 ! summer 91 

! 51795 East End Pd. /Homer, AK 99603 12~~-6=~~! ~~;~4 ~ 
I 4255 Pleasant Way i Horner, AK 99603 I2.J:o-6::,._,,: 1 ·~· A94 1 

Brooke ; Stratton 
Dean & Teresa ! Sundmark 

I 652 Soundview ! Homer, AK 99603 ! 235-6826! 7/95 I 
i Box 375 -j Homer, AK 99603 j235-5188j7 /95 

Brigitte i Suter J Box 2391 ! Homer, AK 99603 235-6620 i summer 9 
1~J"-a"",,."-__ .:.:Me:.. ---+1 ::,"---,"'.v"-ai'-n----+-'1 B'---o'---x-'1"-'9'-0---- i Ho~er, AK 9960.:. t235-5157]1aller 94__j 

1 
Chris-t-in_e __ lS..:.w:.::a::.:.n ___ -_ !'60-7605-kYJi~~e Dr. i Homer .-Ac·r.-. -:-99-,-6-:-0::--:3-::---+[ ·"'23:=--_o::-,_---:-6692!1-;ttP.-,r-94!' 

/.Jean !Tat•bert jBo> 1279 !Homer, -'W 99603 i : ncBride s, 

lr1alinda iThomoson !Box 1542 jHomer. N. 99603 1235-421414/22/94U 

tDee iThompson iBex 3653 iHomer, AK 99603 i235-6124~ummer ~ 
Lc .. hc..~:.::is"-ti"'-~-__:_e __ --ii-T-'--'h"'o"-r-"s'-r':::Jd=----+! B:..:·ox 1349 i Homer, AK 99603 i 235-2224 i 7 /9!:· l - ·----r 
!suzanne /Torian !Box 3162 ~Homer. AK 99603 j7J9S 

Horse ! Trader i Box 2626 l Homer, AK 99603 I ! 7/95 I 
---------. i B - a i Homer "'v 9Dc' 0'7 f .-,-::;t:= -r-.t::o' 5 it:: ·-= ·q4 -~ Michael S. 1 Treesh , ~OcY'--, ~=-'4..::· -c.1c ____ _J_ ____ ~:.:~-·:..:·-:_' ---+' =-~v__:_v:c...'-'.:.,-.J' ! • ..~1 ._,_~-

!Heidi ~Tsukada lE:ox 2·266 !Homer, AK 99603 l2.j5-:258E.T~u~~e~9 
IPid1ard W !Tyler iBox 1281 !Homer, AK 99603 !235-5171[2/94 

~Vier,! !VanFleet ;Box 255 jHomer. AK. 99603 1235-55951 2/94, 5/ 
!Heather ---]Vienne - !56625 Dietz Lane !Homer, AK 99603 'f235-74::•4jsurnrner 9 
~Ynnf.'~s.---lWallace. ____ lB~:~ 1170 !Horn~r. AK. 99603 ___ T2.3!:.-53-80f 4/22/94 I Patricia ! Wallace /4751 Rochelle Pd. ! Homer, AK 99603 i 235-3756! 4194 

t·1arie i Walls ! Box 4313 i Homer, AK 99603 12.:.5-75.) 71 Co-oo '94 
Clair·e lw~xrn-an I Box 2964 l Homer, AK. 99603 i 235-6406 i summer S 

Elizabeth A. /Webb /40015 Waterman Rd/Homer, AK 99603 1235-6077 r 7 /95.~1cBl 
Mary !Webey !Box 2895 I Homer, AK 99603 1235-6226!7195 

Gregor , Welpron !Box 2784 !Homer, AK 99603 i 235-355517/95 

Karen \•Jes.sel 147 44 Sabrina Rd. Horner, AK 99603 1235-7363! summer " 
George & Ellen West jBOX 841 I Homer, AK 99603 235-7095! summer 9 
Doug IWhyman !Box 1758 I Homer, .IlK 99603 !235-5344j7/95 

Sharon Whvtal !Box 1529 l Homer, AK 99603 1235-152917195 
Annie !Wiard iBox 1631 Homer, AK 99603 j2.:.5-2610j5/.:>/94 

Anne !Wieland jBox 1395 Homer, AK 99603 235-69 19! 2/94 
Gary Wiesel man !P 0 Box 2835 I Homer, AK 99603 1235-2635 i latter 94 

':J Debbie , Williams !Box 1049 I Homer, AK 99603 235-4.:.19!4122/94 

Karen !Willows !Box 1566 Homer, AK 99603 235-2858 I surnrner .. 

Suzanne '!linters lBox 788 Homer, AK 99603 235-3796 i summer 9 



First Name !Last Name Address I City State Zip Phone Other l 
Casey & Nancy !Wise !Box 2262 Homer, AK 99603 23.5-6281 5/3/94 
Jen _[vliltie j674 W. Fairview# 1-lHomer, AK 99603 !4194 
Todd jWiltie /1411 Lakeshore Dr. Homer, AK 99603 235-7053! 4/94. 4/' 
Sara jWoltjen Box 3474 1 Homer, AK 99603 !summer 9 
Russel I wooden Box 3806 Homer, AK 99603 235-2469 summer 9 
Patty !Wright !Box 1776 Homer, AK 99603 jsummer 9 
Barbara !Wyatt 1406.)5 Belnap Dr. I Homer. AK 99603 235-3606 7/95 
Michael \ Yourkowski ~059 Kachemak Dr. I Homer, AK 99603 b35-2628j2/94, 4/ 
Daniel i 7at.z ·Box 2666 \Homer, AK 99603 !235-4?02!2/9 4 
John f. Marl an l Zidalis !Box 3982 I Homer, AK 99603 235-1285 i summer 9 

Pu~~Y !Benson j157 Island View I Homer. AK. 99603 jsummer 9 
Barbara /Beernan {Box 3014 Kenai. AK 996 1 1 283 I summe..r 9 
Paul \Buckner JHC 01 Box 1630-6 Kenai, AK. 99611 263-2817 r~~mmer 9 
.JBnnifer /Dilley !Box 1589 !Kenai, AK 99611 summer 9 
David s, C~rol ~·.j Unruh i HC 1 Box 1334 i Kenai. AK 99611 

·---· 
776-8207 i summer 9 

~audl;----; Anderson f Box 310 i Kodiak, AK 996 I~· 486-3673! on9/si4-l -------..-·--------c..--
\Kodiak, AK 99615 456-6767i~ummer 9 '" d 'B "66" ~wn ~ .JZlr ner 1 ox """ . , 

.. leif C. !Rigby [Box 8346 !Kodiak. AK. 99615 ! ; latter 94 

Brwn <Hirsch !'ol.C4E.Mllflm.ot. !MadJson, 1NI53709 ! tlat:er,c; .. _j 
.Jan ·-·-1 Connor-----/370s. Mountain Rd. /New York, NY 10956 ; ~-- ".--;-:;+~-' .Ji)t94 j ., 
Parvin L. l~~;k---~s;;:.< 8592 !Nlki.ski, AK 9966!:1 1,;u-,_,l "-'' :Jurnr11er 9 1 
.Jeiiery L. iNeal !711 Varsi Dr. /Santa Clara, CA 95050 i406-9<'o5-!! 6/29/94 J 
~~-ZJZ 1 Patel .J..IJ Florentia St. ! Seattle. WA 95109 ! i Co-oo '94] 
tlnekc l Buchman i P.ox 224 i Seldovia, AK 99663 1234-7621 ls,!rl)r_'1er ~1 
1·S~---··----;~-;u·---rB~~·< 234 ]Seldovia, AK 99663 i !s1;rn:ner 9t 

' .- ~ .. ~· ' - ·' 

l~t,,v/ S. iCorv·.tin !Box 109 !Seldovia, AK 99663 ]234-7425!surnrner· 9 
[P;il i Evans ! Box 105 ! Seldovia, M: 99663 i summer 9 

[~----- -----1~1es -------~~:- 275 !seldovia, AK 9966.j !2.:.4-7B56isumrner 91 
Gabe j King :Box 56 i Seldovia, AK. 9966j J --·----E;,mmer ~ 
Rachel !Maddox !Box 105 ]Seldovia, .AK 99663 I isummer 9 
Peni i ~1orateur ! Box 26 i Seldovia, AK 99663 sumrner 9 
st,err·i i Otis ! Box 157 ! Seldovia, AK 99663 . 2.J4-7 4.J6 i surnrner 9 
o7b~-;.-;;;---TP.~~-;:~;;----rso~ 175 _,Js~~;;;:-A'K9%63--r-----t~;;;;;;;:s; 
Sechiko !Scali. !Box 15 !Seldovia, .AK 99663 234-74921surnmer 9 
Wall isonen .Box 107 /Seldovia. AK 9966-J /surnrner 9 
Rober·la Tswick I Box 112 1 Seldovia, AK. 99663 i summer 9 
P.. 1 Azzara ! 396 Columbine I Soldotna, AK 99669 262-73091 summer 9 
Brent I Blurnentritt I Bo' 2773 I Soldotna, AK 99669 262-42651 sumrner 9 
£'-!.by ____ LDeraeve I Box 521 !Soldotna, AK 99669 262-3980 summer 9 
Karla Jo -rDover [Box 664 Soldotna, AK 99669 262-9419 summer 9 
Tony I Fischbach %K.em Bo:< 2139 jSoldotna, AK 99669 262-7021-Co-op '94 
Stlerrv Gardner 142 Riverview Soldotna, AK 99669 262-7724 summer 9 

Debbie r,endrick 1379 Vine !Soldotna, AK 99669 1262-1983 summer 9 
Ronald i ~1arlinelly Box 2035 Soldotna, AK 99669 262-53251 summer 9 
Kathaleen M. O'Dell Box 512 Soldotna, AK 99669 262-4430 I summer 9 

"0 .... - " 



) 
First Name last Name Address City Stale Zip /Phone /Other 
.Jan Standefer Box 1076 I Soldotna, AK 99669 1253-9588! summer 9 
Raymond & Barb,j Reinert !57 49 SW 33rd I Topeka, KS j 913-273-tj5/ 1 /94 f 

Regtna I Tsoupehs 116 Benton Cir. Utica. NY 13501 I Jsummer 9 
Joel ! Bissonette !Box B73113 Wasilla. AK 99657 I i 6/29/94 
Karl J Thoennes !Box 873633 !wasilla. AK 99687 i 268-3505 i summer 9 
Mel .'!.. Phyllis Holson ! 2? Pent Rd. !Weston. CT 06863 ! 203-454-1 s•Jmmer 9 

David & Frances 1 Dibner 8 Powder Horn Hill !Wilton. CT 06897 ! 203-762-~j summer 9 



Grass-r~ots effort needed to protect Bluff Point 
....J ul 1 If 1 l'N 3 

by George Ripley future generations- this valley that bas been recognized 

There are very few people in this town, both resident 
and visitor, who have not shared in the enjoyment of one 
of this region's simplest and yet most profound pleasures. 
Some have been so awe-stricken by their first view of 
Kacbemak Bay that they knew immediately that this 
would be their home. The Kachemak region weaves an 
almost magical charm. Even long-term residents are not 
jaded by the experience.and take pleasure during all the 
seasons of the year in driving up to the edge of town to get 
a new perspective on the setting sun or the magnificence 
of Southcentral Alaska. During the summer months the 
wayside overlooks atop the hill are continuously full of 
excited visitors, almost all of whom get out of their cars 
to fully appreciate the powerful beauty of the high 
headland that is Bluff Point, the gateway to Kachemak 
Bay. These waysides are the type of ch3rismatic place · 
where it would be appropriate to hold an Easter morning 
convocation. Carnivals can in no way match the natural 
splendor of this setting. 

· "Welcome to Kachemak Bay" the sign says, and as 
people stumble from the confinement of their cars they 
are happily struck again and again by the beauty that 
surrounds them: Mount Iliamna, Augnstine, Cape Dou
glas, the Shelikof, the Kachemak Alps, the Spit; boats 
and ships of all kinds heading to and fro on the seas 
below; songbirds and eagles in the air above and, spread 
at their feet, a Jierfect cameo of the wilderness they've 
hoped to find. 

With lakes, meadows; forests and beaches, this beau
tiful cameo known a~ "the valley" gives peace to weary 
souls. It also provides for an exceptionally -:ita! wild 
habitat. Three eagle nests exist in the valley. From the 
overlooks with binoculars one can see eaglets in the nest. 
Moose, bear and coyotes roam the woods and meadows. 
Beaver and swans can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea 
otter fish the rocky tidepools of the rugged headland. 
Huge schools of salmon bug the shore as they move up 
Cook Inlet Several species of whales can be seen from 
above as they feed offshore. 

In 1984 the community of Homer gave broad sup
port to an effort to make the valley a part of the state park 

( 
\ ) .__, 

Moose, bear and coyotes roam the by all expe!IS as having outstanding and unique value. 

d d d d 
What needs to be done? Grass-roots networking, 

woo san mea ows. Beaver an swans Iobbying,educating,planning,negotiating.Itwon'tbean 
can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea easyjobregardlessofitspopularappeal.Thegroundwork 
otter fish the rock t'd > ools of th needs to ~d~ne by volunteers~orkingthrougha volun-y 1 '-P e teer orgaruzauon. The commuruty at large needs to show 
rugged headland. Huge schools of its support. · 
salmon hug the shore as they move up ~ educational{mteipreti~e display pl.a~ed in the 

• waystde overlooks could help m the nonpohllcal educa-
Cook Inlet. Several species of whales tion of the traveling public- there should be a display 
can be seen from abov'e as they feed there anyway; those waysides are a very.neglected public 

asset. 
offshore. A well-organized petitioning effort could probably 

system. The Chamber of Commerce and the city qnickly recog
nized its value to the tourism industry as the very "gatepost" to 

· Kachemak Bay. Fish and Game biologist Dave Hol<iermann 
recognized the valley as a unique and richly condensed micro
habitat. Borough officials, highwa:y officials, parks officials, 
legislators and the state resources commissioner all gatnered in 
Homer and agreed that this project was eminently worthy and 
should be put on the "front burner." The Seattle director of the 
Nature Conservancy was present and said that he hac "never 
seen a bureaucracy say 'Yes!' to a project so quickly." 3elping 
the state to acquire the valley was to become the Nature 
Conservancy's first Alaska project. 

So what happened? The project sped qnickly to the office 
of a freshman legislatorin Juneau where it was ignored. It made 
a token appearance on the final budget but then was cut by the 
governor and the valley was back up for grabs. 

About that time newcomers drove over the crest of the hill, 
stopped at the overlook, and decided to make their lives in 
Kacbemak Bay. When they drove to town they discovered that 
the beautiful valley was for sale. Concerned that nothing mar the 
beauty of their new home, they successfully set about buying the 
property themselves in an attempt 1.0 protect it until such time 
that it could become a park. That bas been their hope, yet their 
ability to continue holding the land bas nearly come to an end. 
It is once again for sale. Now is the time for the community to· 
again request of the slate whatever moderate sum is reqnired to 
protect the valley (a mere 250 acres) for the benefit of all and 

(__) 

ralse 2,000-3,000 signatures by Labor Day. (The previous· 
effort 9 years ago netted 1,200 signatures inApril and 
May.) · 

Private donors interested in protecting the beauty of 
the region could be sought for tax-exempt contributions. 

The borough, the state, and the Exxon Trustees Coun
cil could all be requested to help. 

The owners would be willing sellers. 
On the subject of access it is considered .that the 

primary value of the valley is as a viewing park, similar to 
the Grand Canyon. Wildlife observation and habitat pro
tection will remain the primary objective. Current means 
of access would not be enhanced in the forseeable future. 

Gov. Hickel's editorial in the 6/29/93 Homer Tribune 
underscores the reason to protect the Overlook Park: "At 
62%, Alaska tied with Vermont for first. place among 
states where residents rank their first interest as wildlife 
viewing or photography." . 

This may well be an idea whose time bas come, 
provided that at least one committed individual assumes 
the job. That it comes so quickly on the heels of the saving 
ofKachemak Bay State Park serves to provide notice that 
Kachemak Bay deserves recognition as being synony
mous with "park land." 

George Ripley spent 16 years as a local parks advo· 
cate and currently resides in Dutch Harbor. He can be 
reached by calling 581-3444. 

·, ) 



Overlook Park Merits Acquisition and Protection 
o;;cz;.,;;·y;:;cTi'\'IT'. '.;;;y,][;' 

View of Overlook Park from the West Bald Eagle on Rocky Reef Adjacent to Parcel 

This 97-acre parcel is part of the stonning view enjoyed by residents and visitors ·from the scenic 
overlook just before entering Homer on the Sterling Highway. As you stand on the~ overlook on 
Baycrest Hill, you see Cook Inlet, Yukon Island, Mt. Augustine, Kachemak Bay, and the Homer Spit. 
If you look down to a benchland with three lakes, you are looking at this parcel. On a typical day, you 
see bald eagles, ravens, and other birds. On a lucky day with binoculars, you could see moose and black 

-~ bear on the land, and harbor seals, whales, or sea otters off the beach . 
. _) 

History: Both the public and the officials of Homer, the Kenai Peninsula Borough, and state and 
federal agencies have long admired Overlook Park as a possible wildlife viewing area or low-impact park. 
In 1985, the state legislature appropriated money to buy it and make it part of the Alaska State Park 
System, but the governor vetoed the appropriation. Now there is a new opportunity to make this special 
parcel into a state park because of the Exxon Valdez oil spill settlement. 

Features· Overlook Park adjoins the only natural rocky tidal pools on the north and most 
accessible side of Kachemak Bay. These pools and the adjacent bay and beach provide habitat for harbor 
seals, harlequin ducks, sea otters, salmon, many shorebirds, and the richest variety of marine 
invertebrates on Kachemak Bay. There are three bald eagles's nests in the area and at least one active 
nest on this parcel. Many ducks use the lakes, with Common Goldeneye and American Widgeon as 
suspected breeders. Sandhill cranes, sparrows, thrushes, and warblers have been observed. The property 
hosts healthy deciduous and old-growth spruce forests (some spruce are 5 feet in diameter). 

Access: From the state park headquarters west of this parcel and from the scenic overlook above 
the parcel, the bluff is steep and access is difficult. From Bishop's Beach in Homer, people can take a 
pleasant beach walk to the property at low tide; from there the bluffs are low and access is easy. 

Importance or Acqujsitjoo: Development from Bishop•s Beach to Diamond Creek has added to 
the natural sloughing of the bluffs. Development may be contributing to the rapid decline in the marine 
life of the rocky tidal pools in the last five years. Public acquisition of Overlook Park would prevent the 
development of this parcel and retard the rate of erosion. Protection would save the natural vegetation 
and wildlife for the enjoyment of present and future generations of Alaskans and visitors. 

Action Von Can Take: (1) Sign the petition, get more signatures, and mail it to the address listed 
on the back, and (2) Write to the Trustees, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 645 G Street, Suite 
402, ,\nchorage, Alaska, 99501, and ask them to acquire it as a small parcel for habitat protection. 

For more information, contact Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, 235-5263. 



STERLIN6 HIGHWAY 
OVERLOOK 

OVERLOOK PARK PEI'I'IION 

We support pennanent protection for the wetlands and wildlife 
of Overlook Park through public acquisition from the willing sellers. 
Overlook Park is an integral part of the stunning view enjoyed by 
residents and visitors when they stop at the Sterling Highway scenic 
overlook just before entering Homer. 

Name (Signature) Name (Print) Address 

HONEI SPIT 

~ 
KACI-EMAK BA' 

Phone Number 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------~--/ 

Send petitions to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, PO Box 2400, Homer, Alaska, 99603-2400. 
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Tuesday, February 22, 1994 The Homer Tribune 

Kachemak Bay Overlook 
Park Nearer to Reality 

photo 
View of the proposed Overlook Park from the Scenic overlook on 
Highway outside of Homer. 

Kachemak Heritage Land Trust 
(KHLT) has intensified efforts to per
suade the Exxon ValdezOilSpillTrustces 
Council to purchase Overlook Park as a 
small parcel habitat acquisition, ac
cordingto Barbara Seaman,presidentof 
i.he Homer based land Lrust. 

The land known as Overlook Park is 
a 97 -acre pa reel be low the seen ic overlook 
on the Sterling Highway at the top of 
Baycrest Hill. 

"The quality of the habitat and the 
scenic values are indisputable. It is part 
of the first breath-takingview that most 
of us have had of Homer. We want to 
preserve this land for the future and for 
those who follow us," Seaman explained. 

The settlement of the oil spill by the 
courts gave the State of Alaska money to 
compensate for the oil damage. Part of 
the state's money has been used to pur
chase large parcels like Kachemak Bay 
State Park and partofthe money may be 
allocated for small parcels like Overlook 
Park. 

The staff for the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustees Council is currently pre
paring the final criteria for selecting 
small parcels nnder 1,000 acres. Selection 
and acquisition is expected before the 
end of 1994. According to L.J. Evans, 
Public Relations Officer for the Restora
tion Team, Kachemak Heritage Land 
Trust and the. owners of the property 
havecompletedallnecessruyapplications 
at this time. According to Ron Crenshaw, 
Project Director for the Marine Recre
ation program for Alaska State Parks, 
State Parks will sponsor Overlook Park 
and agree to be the enticy administering 
it after purchase. 

''This land is ideal for Exxon Trust
ees small parcel purchase because it fits 
mostoftheir tentative threshold criteria 
for small parcel purchase. The land and 
the rocky reef, below it serve as habitat 
for species that were injured in the oil 
spill: bald eagles, harbor seals, Harlequin 
ducks, sea otters, and salmon," said Amy 
Bollenbach, Chair of the KHLT Com
mittee for Overlook Park. 

The land is jointly owned by Sandra 
Cronland,Joyanna Giesler, Da\•id Lloyd, 
Michael McNiven and Sharon Whytal, 
according to Bollenbach. ''They bought it 
around 1985 and wanted to make it into 
a State park at that time," said 
Bollenbach, "The legislature approved 
it, but the governor vetoed it. because the 
price of oil dropped." 

The owners purchased the land in 
order to save it from extensive develop
ment but are now in a position to sell it, 
according to Bollenbach, and have ad· 
vertised it in the past for $400,000. 

Bollenbach said that a petition v.rill 
soon be circulating in Homer for those 
interested in helping to insure that the 
Park will be selected. 

Homer citizens can write to the 
trustees, Exxon Oil Spill Trustees 
Council, 645 G Street, Suite 402, An
chorage, Alaska 99501 requesting that 
Overlook Park in Homer be selected as a 
small parcel for habitat acquisition. 

KHLT is holding a garage sale Feb
ruary 26 & 27 from 10 am to 6 pm 2913 
Kachemak Drive to raise money to help 
in this project. Contact KHLT at 235-
5263 if you would like to donate items or 
for rriore information. 
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Baycrest turnouts eyed for enhancement 
by Doug Loshbaugh . 
Staff Writer 

The BaycrestHill turnouts on the Ster
ling Highway above Homer are the first 
introduction most people get to Kachemak 
Bay State Park. And that introduction is less 
than ideal as far as Ron Crenshaw, a project 
manager for the Alaska State Parks in An
chorage, is concerned. 

"Right now, it's a mini-desert where 
people pull off," Creo.shaw said. "We'd like 
it to be a more inviting experience." 

That's why the parks division is pro
posing to join with state highway planners 
to build an attractive overlook when the 
state rebuilds the Baycrest section of the 
highway. For the project to fly, Homer com
munity groups would have to volunteer to 
help with maintenance, state officials say. 

The Alaska Department of Transpor
tation and Public Facilities is moving to
ward a $13 million reconstruction of the 

highway betweenitsBaycrestmainteruince · 
station and Pioneer Avenue with construc
tion likely to start in 1996. Straightening a 
comer at the existing turnouts would move . 
the Sterling Highway 75 to 100 feet farther· 
from the bluffs-makingroom fora much 
bigger stopping area for those who want to 
gaze at the view. · 

"We'll build an enlarged, improved 
overlook," said Pat Beckley, Kenai-area 
planner for the state transportation depart
ment. But the state will do only the basicS· 
-asphalt and curbs, perhaps some land
scaping, he said. Road crews don't have the . 
manpower to maintain anything more than 
that, he said. 

Meanwhile, the Legislature appro
priated $500,000 last year to build a visitor 
ccnterforKachemakBay State Park, which 
includes land between Kachemak Bay and . 
the Gulf of Alaska and land at Cottonwood 

See OVERLOOK, Page 12A. 
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Spill money eyes for 'Overlook Park' • • • Overlook eyes for enhancement 
by Doug Loshbaugh 
Sto.ffWriter 

As state officials consider installing 
telescopes, kiosks and picnic tables for an 
expanded turnout on Baycrcst Hill, the 
Kachemak. Heritage Land Trust is lrying to 
persuade the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council to use its money to preserve a big 
piece of the view. 

Amy Bollenbach, chairwoman of t.be 
land trust's Overlook: Park committee, said 
she's testified twice in an effort to get the spill 
trustees to buy a 97-acre parcel at the fOot of 
the bluffs. 

The land and the three lakes it contains 
rue important habitat for wildlife - includ
ing several of the species most harmed by the 
1989 Exxon Valdez spill. Bollenbach said. 
Two bald eagle nests are on the property. The 
mixture of rocky reefs, boulders, muddy bot
tom and sand along the beach holds some of 
t.be richest intertidal and subtidal life on the 
north shore ofKachcmakBay. Seals haul out 
on the reefs and beach. Sea otters and harle
quin ducks feed or jog in the waves just 
offshore. 

And the land is a big part of the view 
from the turnouts above, Bollenbach said 

"I must have stopped at that overlook 
200 times in the time I've lived in Alaska," 
Bollenbach said. "The experience would be 
diminished if there were houses down there." 

The Alaska Stale Parks bas already 
agreed to back the land trust's request, said 
Ron Crenshaw, a Parks planner in Anchor
age. Lance Trasky, regional supervisor for 
tbe Habitat Division of the Alaska Depart
ment of Hsh and Game in Anchorage, said 
the parte I would be an excellent purchase for 
the trustees. 

"It looks like a real good piece ofbabi
tat. It's unique," Trasky said. 
' · Gioo Del Frate, wildlife biologist for 

the Department ofFish and Game in Homer, 
said the south-facing slopes on the site are 
among lhe last to be covered with snow in the 
winter and theftrst to greenup in spring. That 
makes the land important to moose in winter 
and to bears in spring, he said. Trumpeter 
swans, loons, muskrats and numerous ducks 
frequent the lakes. Herring spawn in the area. 
Numerous sea ducks winter just offshore. 
The land contains birch and cottonwood and 
some of the biggest spruce trees on this side 
ofKacbemak Bay. 

Bollenbach said the land trust fears 
development could cause runoff of silt into 

the ocean, damaging marine life thnt feeds 
harlequin ducks and other species. Jane 
Middleton, one of severn! Homer citizens 
studying a dectine in intertidal life nt Bluff 
Point, said development could bring roads 
and better access 'to the beach. Three-Wheel
ers are already damaging intertidal life, as are 
beach-walkers 'who collect cre;llurcs from 
rocks and tide pools, she said. 

Middleton said that because marine 
habitat adjoining the land is exceptionally 
diverse, it harbors some of the most diverse 
intertidalli(e on this side ofKnchcmak Bay. 

FROM PAGE 1A 

Creek orr East End Road. But the money 
isn't enough to build a reac;onable visitor 
center, :md the state can't afford to man one 
anyway, said Roger MacC:unpbcU, district 
rnnger for the lower Xenai Peninsula. In
stead, MacCampbell expects the money to 
pay for interpretive .tiles, mainly around· 
Homer. 

Crcnsh:Jw said parks officials might 
contribute interpretive panels, perhaps un
der a she her similar 1o that at the Beluga 
Point turnout for Chutach National Forest. 
He'd like to put in tele•copes and places for. 
people to sit, he said. 

the public to help. 
"We need to wor~ with local groups 

-the ch:unbcr, Rotary, the Elks- under 
an Adopt-A-Highway type program," 
MacC:unpbcll said. 

Crenshaw said commUnity groups 
would be responsible for picking up liner 
and correcting minor vandalism. 

"If someone trashed a telescope, we 
might order the parts and replace it, then 
take up a collection iri town to pay for it," 
he said. 

Crenshaw said he agrees with critics 
of a new sign featuring seals of Homer 
public service groups. 

"We need to protect areas that have 
diverse ecosystems," she said. "Titey serve as 
seed areas if there is an oil spill." 

Oil spills don't oblitcril.le the entire 
shore, she said. Titey are patchy. Tite more 
seed areas of diverse m!Uine life that are 
preserved, the better the chances that after an 
oil spill, enough marine life will be left to 
repopulate the bay, she said. 

"We would 
talk about the Spit, 
Kachemak Bay, the 
tides, the geology of 
thcpark,thcoilspill, 
the hi.story," he said. 
"We could name the 
major peak.<; people 
sec from there. We 
could do it in a color~ 
ful way." 

"I agree with 
local people that 

Oil-spill money should turn it's gaud! and in-
appropnate," he 

the area below Baycrest Hill said. "I tbink it 
• would conflict 
mto a park too, a Homer with the kind of 

Trasky said concerns about ·develop
ment arc legitimate. Road construction could 
lead to runoff of silt into the bay, he said. 
Unless the area were connected to the city 
sewer system, septic tanks accompanying 
development would likely leak impurities 

organization says · thing that ~ughllo 
• be at that site. The _..;:._..,... ___ ..:._ _____ important thing is 

into the water table and the bay. . , 
"That's not conducive to maintaining n 

productive intertidal ecosystem," he said. 
"Swans won't use the area once you build. 
They are very sensitive to disturbance. The 
same thing goes for eagles." 

Trasky said Fish and Game is con
cerned about the declirlC in intertidalli fe at 
Bluff Point. 

''We don't know if that's from ncccs.c; 
up and down the beach or whnt the cause is," 
he said. 

BluffPoint may lay down-current from 
Homer's sewer outfall, a potential factor, 
Trasky said. If the opportunity arisCs, Fish 
and Game would like to investigate the 

Parks officials hope to contribute in
tcrprcti ve pane Is at other sites around Homer 
-such as the park planned for a site be
tween the Ccny dock and Land'sEnd Resort 
or at the Prntt Museum and the airport, 
Crenshaw said. Nature trails or interpretive 
panels at trnil heads V~ithin the park across 
tlx: bay also are possibilities. 

John Burkhold~r. the transportation 
department's project manager for the 
Baycrest reconstrucbon, said community 
groups could assume. maintenance at the 
B aycrcst ovc rlook under something like the 
Adopt-A-Highway ~rogram. The state 
might-even find mone:y to build a kiosk, he 
said. But not before someone else volun
teers to maintain it. 

TI1e parks department would also ask 

decline's causes, he said. Cren~hawsaid Park.c;mustdemonstrate 
Two pools of money might fund pres~ a clear link between the spill and any projeds 

ervation of the 97 acres at the foot of the funded with the Parks money. It's a lot easier 
Baycrest bluff for which the owners are a'ik· to link habitat protectiiJn than recreation to 
ing $400,000. The Exxon Vnltlez Oil SpiU the spill, he said.' So he's encournging the 
Trustees have money for habitat acquisition land trust to seck fund.11g from the oil spill 
and preservation of species hanned by the trustees rather than frc-m Parks. Park.c; has 
spill. Alaska State Parks has $475,000 from agreed to sponsor the land trust's request 
thestate'scriminalsettlcment with Exxon for there, he said. 
improving recreational opportunities in the Bollenbach said the trustees are just 
spiUarea. Jnterestmayswclltl£ Parks money beginning to write crite;la for selecting small 
to about $800,000 before it is spent, said parcels ofl:md to purclmse. But their criteria 
Roger MacCantpbcl!, the district ranger in for large parcels center~n a requirement that 
Homer. , the land mu.st be used by species hurt by the 

~) 

not looking at billboards. The important 
thing is looking at the bay and tbe parlc." 

Infonnation about service groups is 
appropriate "but it should be. more dis
creet," he said. 

Btukholdersaidthattrn.nsportationof
ficials considered hazmls to traffic but not to 
the view when it leased space for the sign. 

"That's probably why we have a 
controversy," he said. 

When the turnouts are rebuilt, "ifit's 
in the way of our concept, it probably will 
be removed and put somewhere else," 
Burkholder said. 

MacCampbclJ said be believes that 
service groups and state officials can work . 
togethe~ to take everyone's concerns into 
account "and work for a win-win situa-
tion." ·. •! 

spill. IftllC criteria for small parcels tum out 
to be simihu, the Overlook Park parcel would 
likely qualify, she said. Bald eagles, harle
quins, seals, otters and intertidallife are among 
the injured creatures on the spill trustees' 
quick li.c;t for large parcels, she said. 

TI1e fact thnt the trustees have had 
trouble negotiating with landowners in other 
areas may improve the chances for purchase 
of the 97 acres at Bay crest, Bollenbach said. 
Meanwhile, the land trust is seeking public 
support for its request before the trustees. It's · 
also soliciting observations of wildlife seen 
on the land. 10 
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CITY OF HOMER 
HOMER, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 95- }.f 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, 
ALASKA SUPPORTING THE ACQUISITION AND 
PROTECTION OF OVERLCOK PARK AND BAYCREST 
WHICH ARE IMPORTANT TO ALASKA AND TO HOMER. 

Cushing 

WHEREAS, the 97 acre OVerlook Park situated below the Sterling 
Highway scenic overlook west of Home~ is a bench of open meadows, 
bogs, freshwater pounds and home to a variety of birds and marrmals 
including moose, bear and eagles, and is a pristine and fragile 
habitat unsuitable for corrmercial/residential development; and 

WHEREAS, strong corrmunity support in the form of signed 
petitions in the past has indicated its ideal use as a park; and 

WHEREAS, Overlook Park (parcel ID I<El:\f 55) is currently under 
consideration for purchase by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council for habitat protection and restoration; and 

WHEREAS, Neil Johannsen, Director of Alaska State Parks, has 
s tatcd that thic parcel has habit i.lt, sreni r, Flnn n>r.rPilt-. ion value 
and that Alaska State Parks would willing act as the principle 
mana<;ring agent "since the · parcel is in view of and in close 
proxlmity to our existing Homer ranger station and would not create 
an undue burden on our ability to operate and maintain other state 
parks in the area"; and 

WHEREAS, in addition, parcel Baycrest (ID KEN 12) adjacent to 
OVerlook Park is a logical addition, its natural systems being 
conti<;JUOUS with the latter; acquisition of this parcel could 
facilltate access to OVerlook Park and to the intertidal areas 
zones of both parcels; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Homer, 
Alaska supports the acquisition and protection of Overlook Park and 
Baycrest which are important to Alaska and to Homer; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of Homer, Alaska 
requests purchase of these properties by the Exxon Valdez Oil spill 
Trustee Council, noting that if a choice must be made between the 
two that Overlook Park is the higher priority. 

· PASSED.)AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA this 
3rd· ·aay.·o~;.April, 1995 . 

. -: j 

1 ATTEST: . ..... : . .-
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Grass-roots effort needed to protect Bluff Point 
3 ul-. ~ 1 1qq3 

by George Ripley H"' , .. ., '" rve-s futuregenerations-tbisvalleythathasbeenrecognized 
· Moose, bear and coyotes roam the by all experts as having outstanding and unique value. 

There are very few people in this town, both resident 
and visitor, who have not shared in the enjoyment of one 
of this region's simplest and yetmostprofound pleasures. 
Some have been so awe-stticken by their first view of 
Kachemak Bay that they knew immediately that this 
would be their home. The Kachemak region weaves an 
almost magical charm. Even long-term residents are not 
jaded by the experience.and take pleasure during all the 
seasons of the year in driving up to the edge of town to get 
a new perspective on the setting sun or the magnificence 
of Southcentral Alaska. During the summer months the 
wayside overlooks atop the hill are continuously full of 
excited visitors, almost all of whom get out of their cars 
to fully appreciate the powerful beauty of the high 
headland that is Bluff Point, the gateway to Kachemak 
Bay. These waysides are the type of charismatic place · 
where it would be appropriate to hold an Easter morning 
convocation. Carnivals can in no way match the natural 
splendor of this setting. 

"Welcome to Kachemak Bay" the sign says, and as 
people stumble from the confinement of their cars they 
are happily struck again and again by the beauty that 
surrouods them: Mouot Iliamna, Augustine, Cape Dou
glas, the Shelikof, the Kachemak Alps, the Spit; boats 
and ships of all kinds heading to and fro on the seas 
below; songbirds and eagles in the air above and, spread 
'at their feet, a perfect cameo of the wilderness they've 
hoped to find. 

With lakes, meadows; forests and beaches, this beau
tiful cameo known M ''the valley" gives peace to weary 
souls. It also provides for an exceptionally vital wild 
habitat. Three eagle nests exist in the valley. From the 
overlooks with binoculars one can see eaglets in the nest. 
Moose, bear and coyotes roam the woods and meadows. 
Beaver and swans can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea 
otter fish the rocky tidepools of the rugged headland. 
Huge schools of salmon hug the shore as they move up 
Cook Inlet Several species of whales can be seen from 
above as they feed offshore. 

In 1984 the community of Homer gave broad sup
port to an effort to make the valley a part of the state park 

(-
\____: 

d d d d 
What needs to be done? Grass-roots networking, 

woo san mea ows. Beaver an swans lobtying,educating,planning,negotiating.Itwon'tbean 
can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea easyjobregardlessofitspopularappeai.Thegroundwork 

t f . h h k 'd 1 f h needs to be done by volunteers working through a volun-
O ter IS t e roc Y t1 tepoo S 0 t e teerorganiuuion.Thecommunityatlargeneedstosbow 
rugged headland. Hug«~ schools of its support. • · 
salmon hug the shore as they move up ~ educationalfmterpreti~e display pl.a~ed in the 

, ways1de overlooks could help m the nonpohtical educa-
Cook Inlet. Several spE!Cies of whales tim: of the traveling public- there should be a display 
can be seen from above as they feed there anyway; those waysides are a very.neglected public 

asset. 
offshore. A well-organized petitioning effort could probably 

system. The Chamber of Commerce and the city quickly recog
nized its value to the tourism industry as the very "gatepost" to 

· Kachemak .Bay. Fish and Game biologist Dave Holdermann 
recognized the valley as a unique and richly condensed micro
habitat. Borough officials, highway officials, parks officials, 
legislators and the state resources commissioner all gathered in 
Homer and agreed that this proje<:t was eminently worthy and 
should be put on the "front burner." The Seattle director of the 
Nature Conservancy was present and said that he had "never 
seen a bureaucracy say 'Yes!' to a project so quickly." Helping 
the state to acquire the valley was to become the Nature 
Conservancy's first Alaska project. 

So what happened?The project sped quickly to the office 
of a freshman legislatorinJuoeau where it was ignored. It made 
a token appearance on the final budget but then was cut by the 
governor and the valley was back up for grabs. 

About that time newcomers drove over the crest of the hill, 
stopped at Ute overlook, and de:cided to make their lives in 
Kacbemak Bay. When they drOV<l to town they discovered that 
the beautiful valley was for sale. Concerned thatnotbingmarthe 
beauty of their new home, they successfully set about buying the 
property themselves in an attempt to protect it until such time 
that it could become a park. Thai bas been their hope, yet their 
ability to continue holding the land has nearly come to an end. 
It is once again for sale. Now is the time for the community to· 
again request of the state whatever moderate sum is required to 
protect the valley (a mere 250 acres) for the benefit of all and 

~) 

raise 2,000-3,000 signatures by Labor Day. (The previous· 
effort 9 years· ago netted I ,200 signatures in April and 
May.) · 

Private donors interested in protecting the beauty of 
the region could be sought for tax-exempt conttibutions. 

The borough, the state, and the Exxon Trustees Coun
cil could all be requested to help. 

The owners would be willing sellers. 
On the subject of access it is considered . that the 

primary value of the valley is as a viewing park, similar to 
the Grand Canyon. Wildlife observation and habitat pro
tection will remain the primary objective. Current means 
of access would not be enhanced in the forseeable future. 

Gov. Hickel's editorial in the 6{29/93 Homer Tribune 
underscores the reason to protect the Overlook Park: "At 
6Z%, Alaska tied with Vermont for first place among 
states where residents rank their first interest as wildlife 
viewing or photography." 

This may well be an idea whose time has come, 
provided that at least one committed individual assumes 
tbe job. That it comes so quickly on the heels of the saving 
ofKachemak Bay State Park serves to provide notice that 
Kachemak Bay deserves recognition as being synony
mous with "park land." 

George Ripley spent 16 years as a local parks advo
cate and currently resides in Dutch Harbor. He can be 
reached by calling 581-3444. 

<.) 
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. . " " PhotabyGe<:~rganlpley,:.l crossing, When 

Land suggested (or a park lies. below the "Stc.rll_ng lligh'Y~Y ncar th~ vle~·polnt on Baycrest Hill. streets-:- Pione 
E3.st ·.End Ro< 
together:. . 

Some of lh 

Park proposed_ b~lo_,y B.ayc:rest lo.ok -out ~~~?f~r~ 
· · .. · -··· · · ~::· · selected for t 

Bel ween the overlook on limit access, Mr. Ripley says about 34 acres owned by the Kachcmak is. thought ':to committee she: 
Baycresl Hi!! and· the beach many people could enjoy the Hillslrand family. Along the stc",l, fro~ the H~sian tenn·~:l~ riot Yet c_~mph 
lies a gentle· bench land place by means of a stairway bcacj;ds about 110 acres in :or smoky bay. Smolde:· .,,_.:..,u pgr;B.di.n g 
which provides a hoffie for downthestecpgroundandn. the'bld Abbolt homestead,· mg coal-seams along lliis:;·.Avenue"istheci 
wildlife and an oppcrtunily ~ trn!! system be!ow. · <:nd nbcut 26 ncrcs owned by part of the ~luff cause-d tl}e~.: One priority for 
for people,·. says George According to Mr. Ripley, the Wilkins family of Homer. smoke, h~stud. . · . -:~·: year, -and lead: 
Ripley. · only about 12 acres, up near Sooner or 'later 'the land Mr. _Rlplcy _sa1d he 1s~:- proje<:_ts prcseJ 

Informally know as "The ·the highway, Is owned by the rnay be developed privately, prescntmg the 1dea to local·· stale-". Lcgislatu 
Valley" or "The Slides," the state. YAiong the middle.·. Mr. Ripley s~irl. He hopes c:-_g:ani_zations and _in· .. ·''~ding .-. 
small poe~~~ or land is a ground,· · beLw-?en the· that through !arid trades the_ dividuals, and. is aiming to ; · The advisory 
''cameo or A !_ask an highway and ;fh~,OOnt:h_ is stale could, obtain ·the area get 4.,000signatures on a peti- . will.be to help c 
Wllderness"Mr. Ripley said. ~- abou~ 80 ac~ o~ by lh~~~ror ap_ark.!<~ · ~_f.•·: · · ·~- · :-, liop to present to _the state. ·'··;_:·arid." 8 -~pi-ofcssi 
If il were preserved. that _Kenai ·Pemnsula. Borough,:.",·,:··:·-The_Iocatl~n has hlstoncnl... · . "·._ :~t . ;i~;·:·~ : :·'.-:r,r:·,-·' .' .. : · 
way, he continued,· area, about-:·4.6 acres ·owned by s1gnlf1cance as well, -Mr .. H ·- · · · ., ,·. -. • 
mlden~ •nd loudsts could. Cook Inlet Region Inc., •nd Ripley soid. 'The:: word omer·. einissaries· t1 

:~::~~=~:i,;~~~~~n~s 'Thomas and Ellsworth w~:.'~u~:.:~;~~~~~~iw~,r~:~:~i;~lli: 
~:~hei~a~h~a/1~~~n~ar~~--·-ho.n .. ored by F: __ ire. Dept.. ~:~th~~a:he8n ~~1i~e~::~~_.;.-~:~~~u 
is mobilizing support to. draw · Homer travel to T~hio, our ;.:';dej>endent, '· lndi 
"The. Valley" into the slate G~ry Thomas was·n~med ;: and Terre Saladin in ap- sistercilyinJapan. .tivities, Ms._._Va 
park system. It's a natural,· firefighter of the yeo.r, and·· preciation of ··nil their This v.-ill be Homer's first ·said. 
he said, and he is encourag: Linda Ellsworth EMT of the· volunteer efforts. · official trip to the area, and The sister city 
ed by the response so far. year,· at the fire depa"rt· : ·Firefighter of the year is there is room for 25 people to the works for se· 

"This area means a lot to a .ment's annual banquet :' chosen by the past three go along, said travel coor· '· and was Inspired 
lot of people," he said. "It's . Saturday. 'to, recipients of the award. d inn lor Ginger Vii n · nual summer Ja 

. here that many people faU in "fbey are two of the finest' Making the selection this Wagortf:lr, of ·Hoiner.-Travet. dent visit to Hom1 
love with Homer and~ people I've had the oppor- ~:-year were Robert Purcell, Service'. course o( the Ia: 
Kachemak Bay." And from tunilytoWorkwilhlnthefire Fred Morris, and Cathy _Alreril:.iy signed up ror the idea ·was ad 
the standpoint of the tourist .r service,·r- said Fire Chief · Stingley.' trip are mayor Erie Cooper ·Homer's citk C· 
industry, he adds, "IUs the Tom Craig. "They're outgo- · Ell-IT of the year was -whO was given the money Teshio's dty-gov{ 
point of Homer's first sale.,,:· tng and are' not always look· · chosen by past recipients to go as the city's reprcsen- The benefits to 

From the overlook, he lng for a pat on the back for. Cathy and Dick Stingley. tativq..."at the City Cot:.ncil's Uonsh.ip Include c 
said, It is not uncommon to their eiforts, which arc con· Mr. Craig selected the last meeting- Margret and C<:onomic ties, N 
spot moose nn4 black bear in sidera b!e;•• _he . said. ~ost-i~proved firefighter. Patti Pille, ll-like and Diane .... said .. ·In additim 
the proposed park. He said "They've given a lot lo the McBride and childrer., ··1>-ts.:L:,:-,·~·--· ·----

- he ha:;; se-en swans in the people of the city of Homer." Over ao people attended Van Wagoner, and two who 
ponds along the bench, and Other awar.ds at lh,e ban- the dinner, including first Initiated llie · 
llie beach and rock shoals quet_ went to Dan Cross as·. members of the fire depart.' sister eit.Yc-:s.i~.'·el_(:iji~~~~X~ 
offshoresupportamyriadof .the· ·most Improved menl and their guests and ~~ 

. blrdsandseallfe.' rireUgblef,·· and' ~o KeHh i r~p~r~es~e:n:t~a:U~ves~~·o:t~s:c:v•:r:a~t=~]~~~§~E~i~W~~ Though stCep. bluffs -now , Valentine-, ~ Chaz Ingham,·. ·.city agencies. · · . .. . . :~ '. . . 
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Stnntling on the biurf pt tlw top o( Jl;:~.ycrest IIUl, George lllp:cY polnlii oui vnrlous p~rh1 oa the pro1~o~;t.•d Overlook Po•~ teo 
Dl\'. of Pnrk11 DircclGr Nell Johansen. rilthl, Borough Mnyor Stan Thompson, leU. BUll other vlsltlng <'lllciF.:ls, _::·rltl.:~y 
nflcruoon. 
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State~ borough officials view parl~-site 
. -. . . ' .. ' 

State p<: r ks and in the arrangement, is a plan Conservancy. would be built unUI large 
trans porta lion officials lo upgrade the turnoffs at the Rep. Mik ?ritz, R-Anchor numbers of people begin 
toured the site of a proposed top of the bluff which is a Point, at-c. Sen. Paul making their own trails into. 
p.1rlt below Baycrost Hilt n.1tural scenic draw .. to Fischer, R-Soldotna, have the area, thereby creaUr.g 
ll!st week, and said they· louri.st-:3. indicnlcdtheywouldsponsor potential hazards to 
wou~d pursue development "We got a solid commit~ lcgisliltion in its behalf. Well tllt!msej'! .. es ar1-~l U1C environ· 
of a "llom~r Overlook mcnt by the stale to pursue over 1,000 local residents . ' mcnt, snid n purk prospcc· 
Park." this park as n priority," said hnve signed petitions favor~: lus. 

Arter seeing: the land Uwy Mr. Ripley. "1 walke<:l out of ing the park.. . Eleven acres now owned 
met ot City HaU to discuss the meeting feeling tollllly ... · Eighty uercs of the land is' · by the state o[ Alaska siL> on 
the pmposal. George Hipley, · relieved as if they'd lifted designated as Kenai' the western rim of the bluff., 
li>C;J! re.sidcnt and promoter the entire project frorn my Borough land. The state Park sponsors propose that 
CJ[ the park, said he was shoulders." owns 11 acres, while -46 acres lliis ]and be used ns the site 
~~ssured by the department . "The Homer City_ Counc_il , are native owned ... Somc lfi9t. for a · S~ulhern P;:~ainsula ·i 

repre-'<cntatives that they',.· has already CJ.ilk'<i · an· the:: acres, more than"thre<o fif • .'•,, State:. Park····ueadquarlem:~: 
W<l\1\d pursue the proposal Alaska Dcpt.o,. of Natural; .. ths, is held by. three in- and Visitors' Hcception · 
within boih the slntc division Hesources to study the ·dividuals. Center. Buildings on Uw site 
d parks and Depl. oi possibility of incorporating Dorough Mayor Stan were once used by ti1e 
N:.~turnl Hesourccs." the area into U1e stale parks Thompson and University of Alaska. 

"The development would syslem. Soon after, the. Stu- Assemblywoman Marilyn Park backers also like to 
create an aura in Ho:ncr of dent Council of Homer High Dimmick were nl the sec l!h' \l'.'nyside turnoff3 on 
parlw:' Mr. Hiplcy told the School endorsed U1e idea. meeting, and each ag1·ecd lop cf lho bluff upgraded. 
galhrring. "It would say, · Some . of those at the they Saw no problem in con~ _ Signs arc needed to warn 
'we\''''"'" to one of the park meeting included Skip Hor- · vincing the assembly to give !rnffie because the pulloffs . 
a:·cm: of JiJasl{a.' '' · ding, Jack Wiles, and llili up their IJO acres in exchange u.rc on a Ulind turn. 

Tile prr.,posed par):: WO\lld Garry of the Div. of Parks, for other slate land. One idea is lo build an eCCi- , 
cover tlil! ?50 ncre valley Jim Barnett of the Dept. of Jack Wiles of the Div. of cient parking system and'.__ ..J 
ir.olnlcd t!t. ll:c- foot of lh~ . Naturul Resources and Parks, said he would push traffic flow design, rci<Y..:ate ~ 
hlt!ff north uf lcMn. Included Elliot Marks of the Nature for development funds at the the historic sign on an island 

.81
;r r J u ' 1·r 1l4·oe< 

Vu.e~ r !C-it r, 
..,-, 

to be replaced 
.,.....,. 11 1111 -- -' 

same time as acquisition in the middle of the pttll off, 
rrionev to ensure lhe park'n ancl rla(';!J pl:;~Fi::.•; i;iun:_£ :1 

. compiclion. railing describing th~ view. 
Several schools of thought . The railing itself would be 

-··--~··· .. 1 ,1 ........ 1.-.nrn""• nf th.-. nnll~rl hnrk frorn'H1~ hlnrr to 
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HOMER 

OVERLOOK 

PARK PROJECT 

Dear Homer Area Resident, 

An area of Homer which at one time or another has impressed us all with its unique and almost 
magical beauty, is the small enclosed valley seen from the overlook on top of the Baycrest Hill. 
It is here that thousands of people fall in love with Homer for the first time, and many others of 
us for the hundredth time. 

Safeguarded from development by the great difficulty of achieving access, this area has remained 
until now a sanctuary for moose, bear, swans, nesting eagles, and other Jesser wild creatures. Just 
off shore are the only rock tidal pools on the north side of Kachemak Bay, also off shore, pods of 
whales can sometimes be seen swimming north up into the inlet. Back in the valley itself, dramatic 
geologic forms can be seen along with the marsh, meadow, and forest flora and wildlife that is 
free to come and go, observed from above. The very name of Kachemak, meaning "Smoky Bluffs" 
in the indian dialect, may have stemmed from the smoking veins of coal that burned in the bluffs 
directly above the valley from the first arrival of the Russians until the fires were extinguished 
by homesteaders in the 1950's. 

We are extremely fortunate to live near an area so richly diverse and beautiful. Yet, as we all 
know, change is coming very fast to the Homer area. The valley is presently being considered for 
subdivision and we, if we value this area in its present state, must consider taking steps to safeguard 
its beauty for future generations. One means of doing this is to convince the State of its value 
and to purchase the land as a park. Along with the preservation of values of great importance 
to Homerites, from the point of view of the tourist industry, this would be of great benefit to the 
thousands who stop and view Homer and the Kachemak Bay from this spot for the first time. This 
is where Homer's first impression is created and, as such, deserves special concern. This valley 
is a perfect cameo of the wilderness which many have come thousands of miles to see and of which 
Alaska has become a symbol. 

Aside from the obvious natural and historic values, which parks are designed to protect, this area 
naturally fills the present needs of the State Parks System on the Southern Kenai. 

With the already existing Ninilchik, Deep Creek, and Anchor River waysides which are presently 
managed and patrolled from Sterling ninety miles to the north, and the imminent development 
and use of the Kachemak Bay State Park, the Alaska Division of Parks needs a headquarters site 
in the Homer area. With parking and congestion already a serious problem on the spit, what could 
be a better site than the eleven acre facility and meadow which the state already owns immediately 
above and to the west of the "valley" at the location of the University seismic and/or ranger station. 
Here facilities already exist on vacant state land for management and visitor offices and for 
maintenance vehicles. More than that, the area has a view of the entire southern Cook Inlet region 
including the Homer Spit, the mountains of Kachemak Bay, and the "valley". From a visitor's center 
here, a stairway could be built to provide access into the valley and to the beaches of Homer. 

What can we do? Well, to convince the state that acquisition of the valley as a park is important 
both to residents and visitors, we must dramatically demonstrate the support of the entire Kachemak 
region. It is a simple matter requiring only the signatures of your family, your neighbors, and their 
neighbors. We must accomplish this promptly while the momentum is gathered. In la£e May 
we will make a presentation of our accomplishments to the State. Your support is needed now, 
this month. 

The necessary petition form will be found in businesses and agencies all over town and on the Spit. 
Look for it. While in town remind your friends and all family members to look for it. Please sign 
it. 

Establishing this area, the "valley" as a state park will go a long way towards protecting and establishing 
the K achemak Bay region as a beauty and recreation spot in Alaska. 

For anyone wanting further information on the project a ten minute video program is available 
for viewing at the Vidio Place. Donations necessary to support this project may he fllade to the 
Overlook Park Trust Account at the National Bank of Alaska. 

Hazel Heath 
Bill Snyder 

Gail Phillips 
Larry Farnen 

George Ripley 
Wayne Kessler 

Bruce Turkington 
Ray Arno 
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:~ras~roots effort needeclJQ protect Bluff Poir~ 
by George Ripley future generations -this valley that has been recognized 
' ' . . . Moose, bear. and coyotes roam the by all experts as having ouL"anding and unique value. 

There are very few people mthis town, both resident d d d d What needs to he done? Grass-roots networking 
nnd visitor, who have not shared in.the e1yoyment of one WOO S an mea ows. Beaver an swans lobbying, educating, plaruling, negotiating. It won't he a~ 
ofthisreglon'ssimplestandyetmostprofoundpleasures. can be seen in the lakes. Sea Is and sea •••Y job regardless of its popultU'appeal.TIIo groundwork 
Some have been so awe-stricken by their first view of tt f" h th k t "d I f tl needs to be done by volunteen working lhrougb .I volun-
K he ak B th I the kne · di 1 1 th 1 this o er IS e roc y 1 epoo s o 1e . . 111 . . ac m ay a.. y w 1mme a e y a lecrorgaruz.auon. e commumty at large needs to show 
would he their home. The Kachemak region weaves an rugged headland. Huge S<:hools of its support. 

~imost magical ch~. Even long-term reside~ts are not salmon hug the shore as they move up ~ educationallinterpreti~e display pla~ed in the 
jaded by the expenence nnd take pleasure dunog all the ways1de overlooks could help m tl>e nonpoht1cal educa-
seasons ofthe year in driving up to the edge of town to get Cook Inlet. Several specii!S of whales Lion of the traveling public- there should he a display 
a new perspective on tbe set~g sun or the magnificence can be seen from above illS they feed there anyway; those waysides are a very neglected public 
of Southcentral Alaska. Dunng the summer months the asset. 
.wayside overlooks atop the hill are continuously full of offshore. A well-organized petitioning effort could probably 
excited visitors, almost all of whom get out of their cars raise 2,000-3,000 signatures by Labor Day. (111e previous 
to fully appreciate the powerful heaury of the high effort 9 years ago nellcd 1,200 signatures in April and 
headland that is Bluff Point, the gateway to Kachemak systcm.TI1e Chamber of Commerce at>!! the city quickly recog- May.) 
Bay. Titese waysides are the type of charismatic place nized its value to the tourism industry as the very "gatepost" to Private donors interested in protecting the beauty of 
where it would he appropriate to hold an Basler morning Kacbemak Bay. Fish and Game biologist Dave Holdeml3nn tl>e region could he sought for tax-<:xempt contribution.<. 
convocation. Carnivals can in no way ma~~h the natural recognized the valley as a unique and 1richly condensed micro- The borough, the state, and the Exxon Trustees Coon-
splendor of this setting. · . ' ,. ·,habitat. Borough officials, highway officials, parks offi;ials, cil could all he requested to help. 

· "Welcome to Kachemak Bay" the sign says, and as · legislators and the state resources commissioner all gathered in Tite owners would he willing sellers. 
people stumble from the confinement of their cars tl1ey Homer and agreed that this project was cmincnlly wortlt)' and On the subject of access it is considered that the 
.are happily struck again ~d again by.~ beauty that should he put on the "front bun>er." The Seattle director of the primary value of the valle~ is as a vie":'ing park, sl_milar to. 
surrounds them: Mount Iliamna, Augustine, Cape Dou- Nature Conservancy was present an4 said tlmt he had "never the Grand Canyon. Wildltfe observallon and habitat pro

;glas, the Shelikof, the Kacl>emak Alps, the Spit; boats seen a bureaucracy say 'Yes!' to a project so quickly." Hdping tection will remain the primary objective. Current means 
:and ships of all ldnds beading to and fro on the sea.< the state to acquire UJe valley was to become the Nature of access would not he enhanced in the forseeable future. 
:below; songbbds nnd eagles in the air above and, spread Conservancy's fust Alaska project. Gov.llickel 's editorial in tl1e 6{29/93 HomerTribune 
at theb feet, a perfect cameo of the wilderness they've So what happened? The project sped quickly to tl>e office underscores th~ reas~n to protect tho Overlook Park: "At 
.hoped io lind."· : ·' · of a rresiUIIan JegislatorinJuneau where it was ignored. It made 62%, Alaska ued w1th Vem1ont for first place among 
' Withlakes,meadows,forestsnndheaches,thisheau- a token appearance on the final budg1:t but then was cut by the states where residents rank their first interest as wildlife 
tiful cameo known aq "the valley" gives peace to weary governor and the valley was back up for grabs. viewing or photography." 
souls. It also provides for an exceptionally vital wild Aboutthal time newcomers drove overt he crest oft he hill, This may well he an idea whose time has come, 
habitat. Three engle nests exist in the valley. From the stopped at u1e overlook, and decid"d to make their Jives in provided tlmt at least one committed individual assumes 
overlooks with binoculars one can see eaglets in the nest. Kachemak Bay. When they drove to town they discovered that the job. That it comes so quickly on tl1e heels of Ll>e saving 
Moose, hear nnd coyotes roam_the woods nnd meadows. the beautiful valley was Corsale. Concerned that notl1ing mar tl1e of Kachemak Bay State Park serv?~ to provid.e notice that 
Beaver and swanq can be seen m the lakes. Seals and sea beauty ofthclrnew home, theysuccessfullyset about buying the Knchcmnk. Bny deserves rccogmt10n as bemg synony-
otter fish U~e rocky tidepools of tl>e rugged l>eadland. property themselves in an attempt to protect it until such time mous with "park land." · 
Huge schools of salmon hug the shore as they move up that it could become a parlc. lpat hal: been tl>eir hope, Y'' their 
Cook Inlet. Several species of whales can he seen from ability to continue holding tl1e land has nearly come to ln end. 
above as tl~ey feed off~hore. · ·. · It is once ~gain for sale. Now is tho time for tl1c community Lo 

hi 1984 the community of Homer gave broad sup- ~gain request of the st~le whatever moderate sum is required to 
port to an effort to make U1e valley a part oftlJC state park protect tlJC valley (~mere 250 acres) for the benefit of all and 

George Ripley spent 16 years as a local parks advo
cate arul currently resides in Dutch I/ arbor. Jle con be 
reached by calling 581-3444. 



Bluff Point Wetlands, Past and Present--What About the Future? 

Anyone who drives to Homer is familiar with the scenic overlook where the 
Sterling Highway meets Kachemak Bay. There is a magic moment when you drive over 
the crest of the hill and see the panoramic beauty of the bay. Seven hundred feet below 
the overlook lies a benchland with four lakes and critical wetland habitat. This 97-acre 
parcel includes healthy old growth spruce, birch, cottonwood, magnificent grass, 
wildflower meadows, rolling hills, and the closest low bluff land (elevation approximately 
15-30 feet) west of Homer which allows easy beach access. 

THE PROBLEM FOR THE FUTURE: Bluff Point Wetlands are for sale. The 
owners have contacted many government agencies about purchasing the land for habitat 
protection and/or parkland, but there has been no purchase. In the 1980's, public 
support resulted in a petition with over 1200 signatures for state acquisition. In 1985, 
the legislature set aside money to begin acquiring the land for a state park, known as 
Overlook Park. The Governor vetoed this 1985 appropriation because of declining oil 
revenues. The present five owners of the property bought the land for the purpose of 
holding the land until a government agency would purchase it. The owners can no 
longer a!Tord to hold onto the land but want it protected into the future. 

ASKING PRICE: $425,000. Government acquisition is slow and uncertain. If a 
private party or a non-profit organization does not purchase the land for habitat 
protection in the winter of 1993-94, development may begin in the spring of 1994. If 
you have ideas about buying or preserving it, contact the owners: HRLP, PO Box 1649, 
Homer, 99603; David Lloyd, 235-8203; Michael McNiven, 235-7645; Sharon Whytal, 
Juneau, 463-3544; Joyanna Geister, 235-5401; or Sandra Croniand, 235-5144. 

Black bear and moose roam the property. The center of the property includes 
grass meadows, bogs, and three lakes with a 10-15 acre surface area. The Center for 
Alaskan Coastal Studies has recorded sightings of many bird species including Red
throated, Pacific, and Common Loons; Harlequin Duck; Horned and Rednecked Grebes; 
two known nests of Bald Eagles, nests of Ravens in the bluffs, and numerous passerines, 
Bluff Point Wetlands overlooks the only beach with intertidal pools on the north side of 
Kachemak Bay; these pools provide habitat for an unusual diversity of invertebrates and 
other tidal zone flora and fauna. Preserving Bluff Point Wetlands should help to 
prevent the negative impact of development on the delicate and rich intertidal area. 

If you want to help protect this land via state or non-profit funds, please contact 
Neil Johannsen, DNR Alaska State Parks, 762-2606; Chris Titus, 262-5581, Alaska State 
Parks, Kenai Area Superintendent, PO Box 1247, Soldotna 99669; Carl Rosier, 
Commissioner Alaska Fish and Game and Trustee of Exxon Settlement Moneys, 465-
4100, PO Box 25526, Juneau 99802; Trustee Council of the Exxon Settlement, 278-8012, 
645 G. Street, Anchorage 99501; Tom Rophe, 267-2206, Waterfowl Coordinator, Alaska 
Fish & Game, Wildlife Conservation Division, 333 Raspberry Rd, Anchorage 99518; the 
Nature Conservancy, 276-3133; Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies, 235-6667, PO Box 
2225, Homer 99603; & Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, 235-5263, PO Box 2400, 99603. 

0 
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\o\·ember L~, 1993 

!~!art•· Rutherford 
Habitat Acquisition 
Exxon Valde: Oil Spill Trustee Council 
o43 G St., Suite 40: 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

re: Homer land kno1'n as 
O~erlook Park, aka Bluff Point Wetlands 

Dear ~!artv: 

Rick Steiner in Cordo~a gave me your name to contact regarding 
an important piece of land in Homer, that needs protection. I 

- kno~ that some land in that area has already been set aside b)· 
the Council, but there is also an urgency about this land, and 

.it is relati~ely small and inexpensive. It is also the onlv 
large piece of beachfront left on the Homec·side of the ba•·, 

.accessible in a wav that the Kachemak Bav State Park is not. 
···r am one of the 5 ~wners of the land, an~ we are no longer able 

to hold the land for go~ernment funds to sa~e it, though we 
all would like to be able to facilitate its preser~ation. ~e 
have been in contact with ~eil Johansen of State Parks and the 
\ature Conser~ancy, as well as recei~ing local support from 
Homer en~ironmental groups, for possible take o~er of pa•·ments 
in the near future, if a commitment was made bv another groLtp 
1 i.e. through thP. \,()Unci l) t,J purch05P it rtt ;1 1:-ttPr rl:1tP. 

The history of this 97 acres is that it was designated to be
come a state park in the 1985 budget, but became a line-item 
~eto when oil revenues dropped. There had been wide communit•· 
support (petition, lobbying) to preserve the land, but the 
buyer at that point needed to sell to whomever could present 
a down payment. A group of friends got together at that point, 
and as time has gone on we have sought to find a park buver, or 
at least development that would be low-impact and preser~e 
some access to the communitv. So far, we have been able to find 
no group able to fund a park, and after marketing for 2 vears 
on our own, we ha~e now found our second choice, a developer · 
who had designed a low-impact, albeit private development for 
the land. We are committed to begin de~elopment by March l 
if no park purchase can be ensured. 



page _ 

Please be in tou...::h if there is ~n\· h·a:· ;.·ou see to :::c·t :::-:,:·~· 
this land for restor3tion morl~\·s. [am en...::losin~ ~0r~c 1·~· 
comrnunit': dial·J:S on the issue. l"he 1\achemak Herit~1::;c L,t;:~..: 
Trust and the local Parks and Re-:: Council are hoping to !t~._·Lp; 
it's derinitel;· still of lo~al concern, but time is rur~:1i:o' 
out. You rna:· contact me, or 3.n;.· of the other Oh'ners l i:::t"-·J 
below. Thanks for vour ~onsideration of this issue. 

Sincerel , . 
. ' 

~o~h.Q 
Sharon \\hvtal, -lo3-3:i-l.l 
P.O. Box .20063 
Juneau, AK 99802 

other o\\·ners: 
David Lloyd, Box 981, Homer, AK 99603, 235-8 
Jovanna Geisler, Box 16.\9, Homer, AK 99603, 
Sa~dra Cronland, Box 3036, Homer, AK 99603, 
Michael Mc\iven, :35-;645 

03 
35-5401 
35<)183 
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November 30, 1993 

Testimony to Exxon Valdez Trustees, and to 
Jim Ayers, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G. Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

\m~ l\o!!cnhad1 
!'.0. B"' .. '-12') 

Homer. \h~k.1 'l')t,I!_\.J_;~·~ 

My name is Amy Bollenbach. I am a member of Kachemak Heritage 
Land Trust. First, we want to thank you for acquiring Kachemak 
Bay State Park. Many people in Homer and elsewhere in Alaska are 
grateful for your role in protecting valuable habitat on the 
south side of Kachemak Bay. 

Today, we want to call your attention to a small parcel on the 
north side of Kachemak Bay. We realize that you are focusing on 
large parcels today, but we want you to know that we have a gem 
in Homer for you to consider, a bluff wetlands area known as 
Overlook Park. The board of Kachemak Heritage Land Trust (KHLT) 
appointed a committee with me as the chair to pursue ways to 
protect this bluff wetlands. We request that you acquire this 
97-acre parcel and adjacent parcels if possible~·· Yotir f;uicna'se 
could protect this area from development which could harm the 
intertidal ecosystem below this land. 

iviost of you have probably seen this parcel. \•lhen you drive from 
Anchorage to Homer on the Sterling Highway and leave the Kenai 
Mountains, you drive through spruce forest most of the way to the 
outskirts· of Homer. In the last mile before reaching Homer, you 
drive up Baycrest Hill. Suddenly you emerge from the spruce 
forest to a vista of Kachemak Bay. If it's a clear day, there's 
a magic moment when you first see Kachemak Bay, Cook Inlet, 
Augustine Island, Mt. Illiamna, and Yukon Island. If you stop at 
the turn-out labelled Scenic Overlook and look over the edge of 
the steep bluff to the west or the right, you see a benchland 
Hith four lakes. On this land, there is healthy old growth 
spruce, birch, cottonwood, tall grass, Hildflower meadoHs, and 
rolling hills. This is the closest low bluff land (elevation 
approximately 15-30 feet) west of Homer with easy beach access. 
The land that we want you to acquire is the middle section with 
three lakes, no houses, and no roads. 

Thousands of people have stopped at the scenic overlook above 
this land and have literally "fallen in love" with Kachemak Bay. 
We hope that future visitors and residents will be able to look 
over a bluff covered with natural habitat. 

The legal description for the land is Kenai Tax Parcels 48 and 
49, Sections 15 and 22, Township 6 South, Range 14 West, Seward 
Meridian. The USGS Map, Seldovia C-5, NE, Alaska, Provisional 
Edition 1987 shows Sections 15 and 22 containing four lakes and 
bluff land adjacent to the beach. This land is west and adjacent 
to Bluff Pt 2 on the USGS map. 
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One of the Kachemak Heritage Land Trust's goals is to identify 
and protect land of the highest ecological value. Although we 
have not completed our analysis of the entire area, as far as we 
know, this is the best small parcel in Kachemak Bay that would 
fit your goals. We understand that your scientific staff has or 
may recommend two criteria for small parcel land acquisition: 
(1) The land contains or affects species that was harmed by the 
oil spill, and (2) The land has willing sellers. Regarding the 
first criteria, the tidal pools below and adjacent to Overlook 
Park were lightly oiled by the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. More 
important, the rocky tidal pools support a unique marine 
ecosystem which contain many species adversely affected by the 
oil spill elsewhere. Regarding the second criteria, the land is 
for sale. Not only is it for sale, but the owners have agreed to 
work with KHLT to pursue habitat protection. 

The bluff wetlands known as Overlook Park contain or directly 
affect the following resources that were harmed by the oil spill: 
Harbor seals, sea otter, rockfish, bald eagles (two known nests), 
hundreds of invertebrates including clams and mussels, and rich 
and diverse subtidal and intertidal ecosystems. The Bluff Point 
Intertidal reef begins about 2 miles east of the beach adjacent 
to Overlook Park. The 97-acre parcel that is for sale overlooks 
the westerly portion of this reef. To quote from the "Draft 
Restoration Plan", November, 1993, " ... injuries persist in the 
upper intertidal zone, especially on rocky sheltered shores." 
This land overlooks the only rocky intertidal zone on the north 
shore of Kachemak Bay. A group of biologists have been 
monitoring these intertidal pools since 1989 and have found a 
decline in the marine life. As Jane Middleton, one of the 
biologists says, "If protected from development, this reef could 
become a nursery of marine life for future oil spills.'' 

J 

5 "' I / ,1 k"" b ; s "'),.,_ 

I ,'?111/1 
·v' ' . .. 

'' 'I 

Pv--•s;},~+ 1::: /-! LT 
I");,._, c +v-r JC /-ft._/ 

) 

J 



.·.·) 

iJ 

11-K2LH 

-' I , ; i 

--- -
DEPARTMENT OFFISH.-\J.'ID GAJ.vlE 

Dxember 22, 1993 

:Ms. Sharon Whytal 
P.O. Box 2CXX53 
Jureau, AK 99802 

IXar :Ms' Whytal: 

OFFICE OF THE COM!v11SSIONEA 

/ 
' 

WALTER J. HIC.><:o;o •. .:;Q\'EFi.'IC=; 

Po. aox 255.;-5 
..lUt.'EAU. AL.!Sr\A _: :.-}.;_--:~-..:~6 

PHONE. (9Q;-! ~C:5 -~:: _; 

Thank you for the inforrmtion con:erning the lard on Bluff Point. The Trtl5tee Couocil is 
intereSted in any lard that may prmmte restoration of resources iJ1jured by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. As I am sure you are aware, the Trtl5tees purchased inholdings within Kachemak Bay 
State Park ani lard on Afognak, both of \Vhich have spxies injured by the spill ani were urrler 
immirent threat from logging activities. The Trtl5tees purchased larrl that \VaS chosen after a 
comprehensive evaluation of over SOO,OCO acres of large parcels throughout the spill area. Tne 
large parcel analysis considered parcels that were at least lCXXl acres in size; therefore, the 97 
acre Bluff Point parcel \VaS lXlt considered. 

The large parcels were evaluated using criteria that would lXlt have been appropriate for small 
parcels, such as the berefit to rrultiple spxies. However, the Trustees recognize the outstarding 
value of small parcels, ani at their November 30 rreeting they authorized evaluating paru::ls 
urrler 1 ceo acres. 

You have made a detailed case for the Bluff Point parcel at an appropriate tirre. It \\ill !x 
in::luded for consideration in the small parcel analysis. Thank you for your interest ar.d input. 

cc: Neil Johannsen (DNR) 
Jim Ayers (w/originalletter) 



January 25, 1004 

Jim Ayers, Director 

KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
P. 0. Box 846 • Homer, Alaska 99603 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spi! I Trustees Council 
645 G St. Suite 402 
Anchorage, AK 90501 

Dear Mr. 1\yers: 

·' 

In 1 9!:l4 the Kachemctk Bay Con::;crv at ion Soc i e t. y or. t i v e 1 y Slipport ed 
acquisition of the Bluff Point property known as thP "Overlook Park" for 
inclusion in the State Park system. We tel t then, as we do now, that 
this is the best use for this land. The bluffs are not very stable. 
Based on comparisons with older topographic maps, it is clear that· the 
bluff area has eroded significantly. Obviously, the Overlook Park area 
is not suitable for development, nor are most inland areas which are 
mainly wetlands. 

The best plan for this land is protection of its interesting habitat and 
wildlife viewing. It is a unique site, the only beach bench along the 
c>ntice Homer blllff. ~.beautiful string of ponds provides habitat for 
nesting waterfowl and shorebirds including Barrow's goldeneye, pintail, 
greater yel Jowlegs, and greenwinged teal. Muskrats have been frequently 
seen, beaver used to have an active lodge on the lowest lake, and 
marmots inhabited the inland bluffs. Visitors to this maritime bench 
with some of. the oldest spruce on the north side of Kachemak Bay have 
opportunities to see moose and bears in 1 and, and marine mamma Is a 1 ong 
the beach. Sea otters and harbor sea 1 s are common I y seen here, as are 
some seabirds and waterfowl, such as harlequin ducks, cormorants, 
seaters, and scaup. The diverse wildlife in a small arPa offers 
outstanding wildlife viewing, if protected from exploitation. 

The Kachemak Bay Conservation Society highly recommends the "Overlook 
Park" as an exception a 1 area l n Kachemak Bay that deserves spec i a 1 
protection. Development is inappropriate for these sensitive bluffs and 
wetlands. 1\s some of the first land that a visitor sees coming to 
Kachemak Bay, it is truly the gateway to Kachemak Bay State Park. 
Visitors standing on the ridge above the ponds not only see the 
breathtaking view of the mountains across the bay, but looking down they 
see eagles and ravens soaring over the ponds Just above the Bluff Point 
tidal flats. We hope the Trustees Counci 1 wi II give this special area 
serious consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Nina Faust 
President 

\ 
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February 4, 1994 

Mr. Jim Ayres, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
645 11 G 11 Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear r--tr. Ayres: 

This letter is in support of the proposal for che 
Council to purchase the Overlook Park, Kachemak Bay. This 
area lS extraordinarily rich for any and all persons who 
venture in the area of Homer, Alaska, as it contains magestic 
views and wide varieties of wildlife. Protecting this area 
would prevent the serious erosion that has already begun to 
occur. Sue" prevention would clearly help save a good part of 
the marine life that abounds in the area. 

H'tlF I tm 

HWFGEN\082 

Sincerely, 
/ 

Hugh W. Fleischer 

:__. 

~- '.·-,::-;:; 0 'r' ·~ -'-' 1::.:~-i 



Members of the Trustee Counc 11 
Jim Ayres, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Suite 402 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Apri 1 6, I 994 

Dear Mr. Ayres and Members of the Council: 

Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, a non-profit land conservancy located 
in Homer, strongly supports the Trustee Council"s efforts on behalf of 
habitat acquisition. We are pleased with the Council"s work to date 
acquiring key habitats throughout the spill-affected area. 

Of particular interest to KHLT is the small parcel acquisition 
program. This program is a key component of the habitat acquisition 
process. Small parcels with high habitat values are often the most 
accessible, therefore also the most threatened with adverse development 
VIe are gratified to see the Council has approved a process for evaluating 
small parcel acquisitions. We urge the Council to move quickly to establish 
a program for completing evaluatiOns during the 1994 field season. 

We understand that the process for evaluating small parcels couid 
potentially take a long time. Therefore, we suggest that parcels which are 
sponsored by a state or federal agency be considered now, while leaving 
open the opportunity for individuals to also recommend parcels for 
acquisition. 

We are concerned about guaranteeing adequate funding for agencies to 
manage new acquisitions. l<.achemak Heritage Land Trust supports full 
funding for land management responsibilities by public agencies. In those 
instances, however, where agency funding is insufficient, we urge the 
Trustee Council to consider partnerships with non-profit 501 (c)(3) land 
trusts to manage some of these acquisitions. For example, KHLT is actively 

·.~ 



promoting acquisition of several small parcels in our serv1ce area At the 
appropriate time. we are willing to discuss the possiblity of KHLT assuming 
management responsibility for these lands 

Thank you for considering our comments on small parcel acquisition 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Seaman 
President 



P'J 30X 3429 
HO~>E?-, ALASKA 9 9 60 3-34 29 
Phone: 235-6954 
J'~'NE 8' 1994 

. '. '' l·lolly ~lct::arrnon 
Director of Operati'):".S 

.. ,., . 

Exxon Valdez Oi 1 S:oi ll Trustee 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Ms. r~ct::arrmon: 

Council 

Thank you for your April 21, 1994 letter about the small 
parcel process and for your interest in OverlCXJk Park. 
We're still hoping you can come to look at Overlook 
Park. Three of the land owners will be in Homer all summer. 
All three are idealistic young people interested in 
preserving the habitat on their beautiful land. You'll have 
plenty of guides available. 

Sandy Cronland, one of the Overlook Park landowners, showed 
me a shorter trail to the land than the 6 hour round trip 
from Bishop's Beach. The short trail would take about 3 hours 
round trip from ~!t. Augustine Drive. I have physical 
limitations and I was able to walk down the steep trail from 
Ht Augustine Drive to the beach in 15 minutes, although it 
took me about 30-40 minutes going up the trail. I assumed 
that you would want a couple hours to explore the land when 
I made the 3 hour estimate. 

If you bring your kids, '"e can find a place to farm them 
out. If they ·.·1ant to, I oould go down the trail to the 
beach with your kids and we could play on the beach while 
you explore with one of the land owners. I think even the 
four year old could ;rake it if it hasn't rained much (if it 
bill; rained you would get a drarratic lesson in mud slides and 
one reason this land should be preserved from development). 
So if you get another chance to come to Homer, please call 
me at 235-6954, Sandy Cronland at 235-5144, or Kachemak 
Heritage Land Trust at 235-5263. \'/e should be able to 
arrange a guide at the last minute. Sandy said to me that 
if we can just get you to corre look at the land, you'll fall 
in love with it like the rest of us. I think so also. 

I'm confused on what we can do to insure that the Exxon 
Valdez Trustees will seriously consider Overlook Park for 
selection as a small parcel. Is the 5-13-94 packet with the 
SMALL PARCEL NOMINATION !'DRN the latest and final 
information on srrall parcels? Should the Kachemak Heritage 
Land Trust send information on habitat and resources 
separately or give our information to the land owners to 
include with the S~PLL PARCEL NOMINATION FORt-!? 

Sincerely yours, AWJ Bollenbach 

~ ,· ·• A~-.. . /A_... _.,L ·-------,. • ....___..__ 
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF PAR!(S AND OUTDOOR RECREA T/ON 

June 30, 199-+ 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee C2:.:~,cil 
6-+5 G Street. Suite -+0 i 
.-\nchorage .. -\K 99501-3..:5 i 

-. -:=;.:_:;: ---::·.-

[% ~©~Q:~ [Q) 
FEB 1 0 :~,; 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

This letter is to accom;;ony tr.e "n2!! p~~cel a~quisition request in Homer known as "Overlook 
Park". 

State Park staff and mvself ha•:e been aware and interested in this parcel for years because of 
the combination of its habitat. sce:1ic :1nd recreational values. It seems to meet all the 
threshold criteria you ~.a,·e estab!!She2 for small parcel habitat acquisitions. It is a!so linked 
to important resources and ser·:tces damaged by the spill. The combination of limited public 
access and extr~ordtnar: iy rtch a'-d "<lfled habitat make this parcel well suited as a refuge for 

. . ' . . . ' . . 
recovery· ot lr.JL!re-: S;:'~-=~c5 tli:eJ J.S a~m.1geo resources. 

Shudj you ch.J~,._'I:-;e to .~,:q:.:::·~ t:~;:- ~-..:.:--.::el. :-r.y Oi\·ision woulJ be willing to act as the ~r::.,.::~~

m-Z:.:-:.lging 2.~:-2:-':-.::y si:-:..:e :t'.e ~~;:·.:=; b ::-1 \·;e\•. ;_::-[ ~tr.d in close pn.).ximi::-.: to our existing H-.::-:-:-.~:

rar.~~:- stJ.~iou :.1r,j \\O·...:::i ;--.. :;~ .::--..:J.:::! J.~ 'Jr:C-~::: J.-..1-.irtlonal burde:-t on Ci..ir abdi[y tO oper.:::c .::~..: 

Szt1ccr::ly. 

!·.fti-Y~~~ /, ,,_ '.;eil C. Johannsen. Director 
-; Abska State Parks . 



8-31-94 

m -~md- 2JMZ?<d' o/~ 
Po sox. 2660 

HOMER. ALASKA 99603 
REALTOR' 

The Kachemak Board of Realtors is in favor of the acquisition of the 
"Overlook Park" lands by the Exxon-Valdez (EVOS) Trustee Council. 

As a group, we whole heartedly support this acquisition. The owners of 
the land want to sell to a buyer who will permanently protect the land for 
public use and enjoyment. We believe the highest and best use for th~s 
unique property is public ownership. 

The EVOS Trustee Council Restoration Plan. which mitigates for the 
effects of the 1989 oil spill is dedicated to acquiring lands to restore 

/~ injured species and services. Overlook Park is the perfect candidate for 
·._) restoration because of its proximity to the only rocky tidepoois on the 

north side of Kachemak Bay and its location adjacent to the Kachemak Bay 
Critical Habitat Area. 

Permanent protection of Overlook Park will only contribute to the scenic 
beauty from the Baycrest Hill turn-out. It will insure a large parcel of 
land along the coast for public recreation and enjoyment. It will give us 
all, for years to come, the breathtaking view we so love from the top of 
the hill. The Kachemak Board of Realtors is honored to support this 
project and to take part in preserving this precious Homer treasure. 

Sincerely, 

Debra Leisek 
President 
Kachemak Board of Realtors 



EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Trustees Exxon Oil Spill Council 
645 G. St. Suite 402 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Raymond L Bellamy 
60080 Skyline Drive 
Homer. AK 99603 
February 3. !995 

I'm writing to let you know my feelings on "Overlook Park" near Homer that you are 
thinking of buying. I have lived in Alaska 50 years and I'm also a commercial fisherman 
and feel that there are better projects tor this money than the buying ofland. 

First, 3% of Alaska is in private hands. 97% is already held by Government agencies. 
This takes away from the tax basis for the Borough causing higher taxes for those who 
have to pay. Also the cost of running and maintaining this park or whatever-has to come 
from more taxes be they State and Federal including IRS. We need to cut spending so 
that taxes can be lowered; if we keep adding, some day taxes will be more than anyone 
can afford. I know that this is a very small piece, but still we need to start somewhere. 

Secondly, Some people feel that this piece ofland could be developed creating more of 
a tax basis, not less. Logistically, it would be very difficult to develop this land. It would 
be just about impossible to put a road to. Plus, on very high tides and strong S.W. winds, 
this land is in danger of being damaged including anything built on it; and what if we had 
another earthquake like in '647 I feel that development would not be a very good idea 
anyway. 

People now go that far with trucks and other types of autos, atv's and etc. for coal or 
just for a trip to the Anchor Point area. If this land became a State park laws would 
prohibit this. 

I was born in Homer area in 1944, and since then have seen our freedom of movement 
restricted by state parks and etc. In fact, my Dad's old homestead, known as Winn's, is 
now in the hands of the Coastal Land Trust. Now no one can even walk on it without a 
guide with them. But, in 1994, they did not have any tours at all. Why7 None of the 
Coastal members chose to go there-perhaps because their backyards all have everything 
that this land has. People came up on a federal trails development program in 1993 and 
made some nice wood walks. The only time we have seen the park open, the only people 
who showed up were a few members of the Coastal studies program not anyone from the 
general public. The rest of the time the park is boarded up with NO TRESPASSING 
signs on it. It's a shame that I would have to break the law to show my son his Grandpa's 
homestead, especially when it's supposed to be a park. What good is a park that cannot be 
enjoyed by the public? 

I feel that we have gone too far with State parks. There are more parks in Alaska 
than people need or can afford. Remember, 97% of Alaska is owned by something other 
than private citizens. I can not see how another park will benefit the people of Alaska. 

, Sincerely, / _ 4 
~v7~ // 4......e:.e ~ 
B~ :?·· T'~ 



') 
Trustees 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
645 G Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear: Trustees, 

Council 

We are writing in support of the proposal for the Trustee Council 
to purchase the Overlook Park land in Homer. We are very familiar with 
this property as we live a couple miles down the beach and visit there 
often. The location of this parceL so near to so many people yet 
effectively isolated from the road system, combined with some rather 
unique features make this a very attractive candidate for habitat 
protect ion. 

One of the reasons we like to hike down to Overlook Park so often 
is the great diversity of birds and intertidal 1 ife in this area. The 
fresh water lakes support large stands of cottonwood trees that are 
favorite perching and nesting sites for Bald Eagles. Last year there 
were two active nests within one half mile of each other in this area, 
an unusually high density that indicates the h1gh quality of this 
habitat. The woods there also support more songbirds than any other 
area near here, including several pairs of Yellow Warblers which have 
been rare in Homer lately. The tide pool 1 ife in fr:ont of the par:cel 
is also more diverse than the beaches closer: to our: house. 

One of our: concerns about this ar:ea is the effect of er:osion and 
silt deposition on intertidal life. ~e have been involved in a 
volunteer pr:oject to survey changes in intertidal life around Homer 
the past few years and have had several of our ''p~rmanent'' plots just 
west of Overlook Park destroyed by siltation. While the Homer bluff: 
are ~ubjected to a high rate of natural erosion, road cuts and land 
cleac.'[ng in the silty soil along the bluffs has caused some very 
substantial additions in erosional runoff. A case in point is the 
"road" bulldozed down the side of nearby Diamond Creek by a develope:: 
who included no culverts and inadequate ditching. Diamond Creek is 
choked with the dirt from that road every s;oring. The same thing ·~·: ~: 

hap!Jen to the ft:agile soils in the Ovet:look Park area if it is 
developed. 'I'he tide pools and all the sea ducks and otters that feed 
thet:e will undoubtedly suffer if that happens. 

Overlook Park is one of those ''magical'' places to which people and 
other creatures are attracted. We think it w~uld be a wonderful use of 
the Oil Spill funds to protect this important habitat for the futu::e. 
We encourage you and thank you for your efforts to do so. 

Sincerely, 

(j~ jG&_~,i_L£,__ 
;/ }_,,! • J I ~y tt.. l J/_.:...).,· ~..__ 

Rich and Peg Kleinleder 
P.O.Box 367 
Homer, AK 99603 

• ,I VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 



216/95 

Trustees, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 I 

reg.: Overlook Park land acquisition. 

Dear Trustees, 

EXXON VALDEZ Oil SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

( 

I am writing to support your choice of including the Overlook Park lands on the north 
side of Kachernak Bay as a part of the small parcel selection process. I have spent a great 
deal of time along the shoreline of that parcel which adjoins the only rocky tidal pools on 
this side ofKachernak Bay. I am well aware of the potential threat to the sea life which 
inhabit the intertidal and subtidal zones of this area due to future development of this 
parceL I have explored the wetlands of the parcel and have observed extensive activity 
of bird life Along the shores oft he thrP.e ponrls which exist on the center portion of the 
west end of the parceL l have \vitnessed moose feeding \vith their young in the \villows 
thick along the north edge of the parcel and have had the pleasure of flushing out a young 
black bear resting in the spruce groves along the bluffs above the beach. This parcel of 
land is unique to the north side of the bay and is of great value in its present natural state. 
Development in this area would not only damage critical habitat for the birds, sea 
creatures, and moose which already inhabit the parcel but would ruin the rare opportunity 
for we as humans to observe these animals in a natural setting. By making this parcel 
park land, we will be preserving a valuable resource for educational, recreational and 
tourism opportunities for generations to come. I strongly urge you to continue to support 
the acquisition of Overlook Park as a part of the small parcel selections. 

Thank you, 

William M. D v 
PO B. 3036 
Horner, Ak 99603 

.-~ 

. \ 
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Trustees, 

'BarGara 'Beeman 
PO 'Bo;c3014 

Xenai, ;J.fasl(_a 99611-3014 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

rm if< ©[gU 'lf[g IQ! 
FEB 7 10~5 I 

EXXON VMLlEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCil 

When you discuss land acquisition on February 13th, please include the 
Overlook Park area near Homer for purchase by the Cotmcil. 

This small parcel is the gateway to Kachemak Bay and the Homer area; please 
provide protection from development there. The tide pools of the area are in 
danger of damage if they are not safeguarded. ·This area does fall under the 
guidelines of restoration property that can be purchased by the Council. 

The Overlook Park area is so beautiful and relatively untouched. Please help 
preserve this special place for future generations. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Beeman 
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February 9, 1995 
'(5._,-t ~'100 

{90 7} :!.35·5203 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Trustee Council members, 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

We are very pleased to hear that both the Overlook Park property and the 
Bullock property adjacent to it have made the first cut in your selection process for 
small parcel acquisition. 

This letter is to reiterate Kachemak Heritage Land Trust's position that each of 
these parcels is of great habitat value and when combined are especially valuable. 
The Overlook Park parcel is important because of the upland wildlife habitat and the 
unusually rich marine intertidal ecosystem adjacent to it. Mr. Bullock's land is the 
only potential upland access to Overlook Park and is in immediate danger of .· -~ 
development which will erode the bluffs and damage both the bench and the tide ) 
pools below. · .. 

Purchasing these lands together would eliminate potential threats to key 
habitats of injured species, create enhancement opportunities for resources and 
services, improve management of lands that contain linked habitats, and facilitate 
access to public lands and resources. If it is not possible to acquire both properties, 
KHL T recommends pursuing Overlook Park first. 

As we stated in an April 1994 letter to the EVOS Trustee Council, KHL T would 
be willing to hold and/or manage small parcel acquisitions in our area. KHLT is a 
non-profit 501 (c) ( 3) organization dedicated to preserving for public benefit: land 
with significant natural, recreational, or cultural values by working with willing 
private landowners. Neil Johannsen, Director of Alaska State Parks has also offered 
to manage the Overlook Park property if you acquire it (copy of letter enclosed). 

We appreciate your time and care in this process and wish you well. 

Sincerely, 

~~c'\\0\.t~ 
Barbara Seaman 
President 

_) 



February 10, 1995 

Trustees, 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G street, Suite 402 EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL Anchorage, AK 99501 

Re: Acquisistion of Overlook Park, Homer, Alaska 

Please be advised that I strongly support the acquisition of the 
Overlook Park, located off the Sterling Highway on the approach 
to Homer. 

Every newcomer to Homer stops to admire the view that includes 
the Overlook Park. We did in the 1960's and thrill to its 
beauty to this day. Our boys explored that area in their teen 
years, we have explored it too. It is a little gem that needs to 
be preserved, not only for the wildlife that call it home, but 
for all of us. 

Please give the Overlook Park permanent protection by acquiring 
this parcel. 

Tlicank you. 

Sincerely, 

al/iA'ol (/!!- ~:~..J-----
Hildred M. Martin 

7 ~ 
P.O. Box 2652 
Homer, AK 99603 



Tr~stees 

Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee Council 
645 G, Street Suite 4al 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Trust..e Council Merrber: 

EXXON VAlDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

r a:n delighted to kl"lO<f tr,at O...:rlook Parx, a 97 acre parcel jLlst west of 
the Horrer City limits and c•meci by Crooland, Geisler, Lloyd, McNi...:n, and 
Wh<Jtal, has net the cciteda for selection for srrall parcel habitat 
protecticn. Public aCX{UiSitioo could do rruch to protect the rocky tidal 
pools adjacent to this land with their unusually rich interti~l and 
subtidal ~rine life, The wildlife habitat on the land and below the land 
includes Harbor Seal haulout areas, Bald Eagle nests, Harlequin duck 
feeding areas, and intertidal and subtltal habitat for hundreds of 
invHtebrate species, I request that this parcel be placed at the tcp of 
your priority list foe srrall parcel aCXJuisition. 

I have hiked to-Oveclook Park twice this year, once t:7;; walking the 
dpproxirrately three miles frorn Bishql 's Beach (just off of Main Street in 
Hosrer) and once cy- hiking a trail on other private property from Mt. 
Augustine Dri\~. On the beach hike, r was dismayed to note the slides and 
heavy erosion that surrounded every road and well-used trail to the beach 
en the entire hike from Bishop's Beach to OVerlook Park, Lor.al biologists 
ha~ docu!TI3r.ted a decline of invertebrate rrarine life in test sites on the 
t:>;,ach near 0\oerlook Par~ since 1989 which they think is related to erosion 
and silt. 

~ also request that you aCXJuire the ~djacent property east oe 0\erlook 
Park, o.-~ned cy Michael Bullock and kno<n as Cc.untry club Estates 1, 2, and 
4. The reasons I hope you acquire Bullock's land are that (1) the rocky 
tLdal pools extend beycncl the l::oundaries of 0'-'2rlooK Park west and east, 
including the water fco.'itage of Bullock's land, (2) his land rreets the 
criteria for snall parcels, (3) it would provide access from Mt Augustine 
Dri·:e to Overlook Park whid'l 1s quicker than the beach access (4) if you 
don't acquire his land, ~e is planning a lacge residential subdivision 
which would certainly add to erosion. 

Because of the actual and potential erosion to the steep bluffs in Overlook 
Par); a.nd on Bullock's land, I think tcth parcels should be aCXJuired, 
combined, and used for habitat protection and habitat viewing from the 
Sterling Hi9hway Scenic Overlook and State Pack Headquarters. Another 
pcssible use would be a lao.· irrpact park for hikers only, which rrost 
residents and visitors to Horrer probably would prefer, Of the two paccels, 
Overlook ?ark is the most irrportant becaus~ of its extensive beach frontage 
which includes and is adjacent to rrore of the delicate /l'Orine ecosystem. 

Sincerely yo.Jrs, 

~e~~ 
Am] Bollenbach 

) 
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Trustees 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G St., Suite 402 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Trustees: 

February 10, 1995 

I understand that small parcel acquisition Is on your agenda for 
February 13. Please consider this a voice In favor of Overlook Park 
on the north shore of Kachernak Bay near Homer. 

I've personally walked to this area more than once. So much of 
South Central Alaska Is mountainous and Inaccessible to older 
persons. that It's a wonderful change to be able to walk on flat 
beaches. I'm 52 and my companion Is iS. 

Of course, you don't protect h.abltat just for the convenience of 
humans, but for the many land and sea creatures whose very 
survival depends on open space. I know that the Kachemak Heritage 
Land Trust has presented you with data on the Importance of this 
tidepool area for marine Invertebrates, fish, sea mammals and birds. 

Because land for the proposed Overlook Park. is now ln private 
hands, the danger of development is both real and Imminent. I can 
think of no better parcel In this area so deserving of your purchase. 

~ ~Jdofol~ 
Diana Conw;;,"""' -0 
Box 6461 
Halibut Cove, AK 99603-6461 

296-2225 
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Trustees 

iliS =-· ~~s::Jca:.:..vr. 
~:_ .... ;Q; 

Grego!')' S. Mcintosh 
The Narrows 

Box 6404 Halibut Cove, AK 99603 

2112195 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Tlllstao COWlcil 
645 G Stro:t 
s~ite 402 
ADcboruge, AK 99SO 1 

Dear T ruoteeS: 

. .. ::: ..... - -.... -~ 

We Wldemand 1he Tl'ti51I:CS h3.ve "short·li•~" the Overlook Park Site, Homer, for 
;u:quisitic:n. ru a rtsiOcllt.! of Halibut Cove, my -.Me 1111<1 I strongly urge the CoUD;il to :.~Uire 
this piece ofpropezty as it c:ntaim ha.bilat, uniqw: to the nocth side ofKacl=mak Bay. Of 
particular valuo are tt>Cky tido pools "''hi;h pro,-id.c babiw 10 a number of important man, 
species. Less ol'thia habitat thraus}l development would dea;llldc land valuas of adja<a~t propercy. 

M111. Mcintosh and I n>O'Icd 10 Alasn from :wu!h Florida be.cause Df sucb dcv.-Iopmcnt. 
Littlt: by little, coeSIIIl parCI.Il att.r coastal parCI.Il was developed. Development af one parcel 
fostered d.cvelopmcot ofti:c remaiuing bii> of laiJd. Socr:, the =y at!rilmtes wruch had~ 
thousands of viaitors to bo»lme residems wore de&r:royed by the very pecple who h:ld come to <Djoy 
those attribui>!S. We would not like to s:o:: the same :1011 of thing lll!.ppen here. 

'Th.ereli3t"O, by rno:alli of !his leaer we Ut:lte the Trui!eosto purchase "Overlook Park" in 
O!':lcr that ils envirnmn~ lllliquene:;s may be preserved ro thar lhe resideou and visltori to lhe 
lower .Kt:aai may eajcy them in the fitture, 

Sincere!~. 

~/dP 

~~?·?!itkJ 

--



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

645 G Street, Suite 402 

Anchorage, AK 9°501 

PO Box 1231 

Homer, AK 996t)3 

February 27,1995 

Subject: OVERLOOK PARK, HOelER 

The other day I ~as up at Bay Crest hill here in Homer, and as always, I stopped 

at the Sterling highway overlook to walk over and take in that wonderful panorama of 

Kachemak Bay and lower Cook Inlet. Is there anyone who has not been impressed by 

this magnificent view? The tide was low and so off of the line of spruce trees far 

below the dark rocks of the tide flats were silhouetted against the sun-glinting 

pools and mud tlats whlch make this s~ch an important interliJal area uu Lltls slue 

of the water. The four small lakes on '"hat is locally called the 'slide area' were 

frozen and I could readily imagine the tracks of moose, possibly a bear, and a 

variety of canines and birds criss-crossi~g back and forth as I have seen them on 

winter hikes down there. 

It is possible to clamber down the steep cliffs of Borough land, starting more 

or less directly from the overlook -a group of us did it once- but I would not wish 

to try to return by the same route' 

Back in the 60's there was a little talk of using this site for a college campus 

-but, of course, nothing came of it(Access would have been impractical). There have 

been other schemes, including those of the present owners to develop a remote-access 

only retreat of some sort. You may recall that there was even an earlier strong 

attempt to encourage the State to acquire this important site. Now it is before you, 

the Trustees and, for myself as a longtime resident here, I can think of no more ap

propriate solution to guarantee that this pristine area will always remain as every

one remembers it and enjoys it still. 

After one last fond gaze down past the two bald eagles slowly circling below me 

in the updraft, I vowed to write one more letter in support of this unique and 

ever-popular piece of our natural scenic Alaskan wonderland. 

EXXON VALDEZ 0:1. SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Richard W. Tyler 
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P.O. Box 3593 
Homer-, AK 99603 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Str-eet 
Suite 402 
Anchor-age AK 99501 

Hello: 

EXXON VALDE. 
iRUSTEE L 

... I-:=\ 
.:_~ n· 
:' 1 1 I 

I L·! 
f__..l 

SPILL 
. :GIL 

I'm wr-iting with r-egar-d to the Exxon Valdez Trustee Counci i 's 
consideration of the purchase of the Overlook and Countr-y Club 
Estates parcels, located on the north side of Kachemak Bay, near 
Homer, AK. My r-easons for acquiring these lands are simple. The 
Over-look parcel offers unique access to marine intertidal life and 
mar-ine mammals on the North side of Kachemak Bay. The adjacent 
Country Club Estates parcel, which is threatened with development, 
offers wildlife habitat for moose and bear and provides upland 
access to the Overlook parcel. These two parcels offer marine and 
ter-restrial wildlife habit that is easily accessible to the public 
from the Sterling highway (the public does not have to hire a water
taxi to access the area). For- these r-easons I urge the council to 
purchase these two parcels with restoration funds. 

Thank--you for the opportunity to express my desire to see thes~ 

lands acquired for habitat protection. 

Slncerelv, 

:Yc~n_k f&Jdll~ 
Mark Schollenberglr 

~; . ;o -
- 7 >:) I '-) 



KACHEMAK BAY STATE PARK 
CITIZEN'S ADVISORY BOARD 

P.O. Box 3248 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

DAVE STUTZER, CHAIRMAN 

Resolution 95-2 

Resolution in support of small parcel acquisition of Overlook 
Park (KEN 55 and Baycrest (KEN 12) 

Whereas, the Kachemak Bay State Park Citizen's Advisory Board 
whose membership includes citizens appointed by the Director of 
Alaska State Parks to advise the Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation regarding management issues and make recommendations, 
and 

Whereas, this board has a long standing history of support for 
the management of properties important for the health and welfare 
of the people, and 

Whereas, this board has the same long history of support for the 
inclusion of properties important for habitat and resource 
protection into the State Park system, and 

Whereas, the Overlook Park and Baycrest properties meet all 
criteria for small parcel acquisition, are a logical inclusion 
into the State Park system and have a wide public support in the 
Homer area for such inclusion, 

We resolve, by unanimous vote, that the acquisition and 
protection of these parcels is important to the people of Alaska 
and for che managemenc of the habitat and resources therein. 

Resolution approved: 

Chairman, KBSP Citizens' Advisory Board 

Approved March 8, 1995 

~ [g©[gU~J[g[Ql 
· MAR 2 0 h'~-' 

EXXON Vt.LOEl OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCil 



Kachemak Bay State Park 
Citizens Advisory Board 

March 8, 1995 

Resolution 

regarding: Overlook Park (ill KEN 55) and Baycrest (ill KEN 12) 

Whereas Overlook Park was ranked of Moderate importance and in the first 
fourteen of your ranking for parcels that merit acquisition, and 

whereas the 97 acre Overlook Park is valuable for habitat protection because of 
extensive tidal pools, intertidal habitat, and a bench with open meadows, bogs, 
freshwater ponds, and a variety of birds and mammals including moose and bear, and 

whereas the intertidal habitat contains an especially diverse flora and fauna; and 

whereas Overlook Park is situated below the Sterling Highway scenic overlook 
west of Homer and is part of the magnificent view ofKachemak Bay and Cook Inlet that 
is enjoyed by residents of and visitors to Homer, and 

whereas Neil Johannsen, Director of the Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation, has stated that the Division would willingly act as the principal managing 
agency "since th~ parcel is in view of and in close proximity to our existing Homer ranger 
station and would not create an undue burden on our ability to operate and maintain other 
state parks in the area", and 

whereas Baycrest is a 90 acre parcel east of Overlook Park which would provide 
upland access to it, and 

whereas Baycrest is in imminent danger of development which would erode the 
bluffs and damage both the bench and the tidal pools, therefore 

be it resolved that the Kachemak Bay State Park Citizens Advisory Board request 
the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council purchase these properties due to their importance to 
the spill affected area and their contribution towards the restoration of lost values and 
services. If a choice must be made between the two, Overlook Park is the higher priority. 

:J 
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Colleen Hern ing-\..V i~...:kens 
P.O. Box 80628 
College, AK 99708 EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 

"fRUSTEE COUtJCIL 

:!arch 18, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
6~5 G StreeL, Suite ~02 

. ..l..nchorage, Alaska 99J01 

Dear Chairperson: 

I am h·riting to urge you to purchase 0Yerlook Park and the 
adjoiniug Countt·y Club Estates, the small parcels in the Hvmer area 
w·hich meet yoLtr criteria for acc1uisition for habitat i,.JL'Otecliort. 
These [;roperLiG-s l,)ro\·ide a ha\·er. fat· ct \·ariety of hild ... 1.nim<:lls hLv ~) 
otherh·ist.· h·uuld l;e dt·i\·en b.::ick fut·ti:.et· i.tt lh~- muu:tL~""lir,..:, dw...l ~-.;.,_t -.• _ 

from tlte cv::tsL~~l l1 fe tLnL I!OUri.slJes them. 

:1y family h.,_ls been ·. isitin:s· Lhis ar.-e:·t f,;t· 2(; ~-ears :.taG.. due l.G Lt.,
relati'-·el:.. ittt. ... 'lCt .SLate of O·~·et·look ?at·k arid CoLt!ltl-~ c:.:_;Lj Esl:.~:..c-:.-. 

up urtli.l thi~ time, this tt·ae::.. of land lt~t-=- ~::ai~ttai:it2d lhc> tr\.1·.
flura and ~o.uuet ittdic;;tti\·e uf :..it-2.· :-~t.'n;'t.:. fett;._:·t~:;ul~c; <:tl;\.1 tlte ._,-~,. 

Inlet. l id.:t~ lliot·e:.siuJt. Yout· putTh.-:t:::-~· -.)t' t:ht..~:-:.t:- r~~v l-'L·..Ji:,._~~-L ti.:'::-. ,,·,~ ,_;_.; 

t!:~-·· de::..:.t l'llCt i.utt of tLi~- ur;i'!tl\·' sp~);_ .:rt,__; t!!c.i.LE-· .:. '· ;;t \" <:1 _:_ 1. .:~: . 
lo \ ~:;it..t;t·:::. fr·u1u all ,J·.-,"'"c ."-lask:.t .:!ii'l -:::h.._ _ _. h·._-,,._:_,_: L'-- ·•v~:-t':·.·i .. lt.t: 
\·alue. 

You ha\"~ cu; opt.Jortunity tu Stt ... .-e t.l"llS :.aL:i!..•:·tt fur.- t·uL;l·~~- ~t•tt·~·~··"tt i-J·;.

nnd aid in its Ct;ttlilll<ing r·;.;le ::ts a \,·itdl.i.f2 t.l·easu!·t-· ~1.-U\e. Ti;c: 
animals, birdlift' rt!Hl mat·i l"it.:' lift:> ti.at. tlSt.: tltis piL ... CL: ,:;~~ tht..~ -:.:•.tt·:_,, 
cannot thar.k you fot~ your- gent:'l~vsity and unJcl.·st..attdin:; 8ttL .i. ".r. ...... 

and the many ot!.c..:.·t·:; that lo\·e the !-i,)mcr area .t!ld Lh(_~ :-~-::>tt:.~ 

Penninsula. 

Sinct..~J:ely Your·;, 

Collceit Hernin~-\,·it_·ken:.:.: 

·.J·· 
. 
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CITY OF HOMER 
HOMER, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 95- J_f 
A RESOL1TIICtJ OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, 
ALASKA S~~PORTING THE ACQUISITION AND 
PROTECTION OF OVEPJJ)QK PARK AND BAYCREST 
WHICH ARE l''1PORTANT TO ALASKA AND TO HOMER. 

Cushing 

WHEREAS, the 97 a.cre OVerlook Park situated below the Sterling 
Highway scenic overlook west of Homer is a bench of open meadows, 
bogs, freshwater pounds and home to a variety of birds and mammals 
including moose, bear and eagles and is a pristine and fragile 
habitat unsuitable for commercial/residential development; and 

WHEREAS, strong community support in the form of signed 
petitions in the past has indicated its ideal use as a park; and 

WHEREAS, OVerlook Park (parcel ID KEN 55) is currently under 
consideration for purchase by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council for habitat protection and restoration; and 

WHEREAS, Neil Johannsen, Director of Alaska SLciL~ Parks, has 
stated that this parcel has habitat, scenic, and recreation value 
and that Alaska State Parks would willing act as the principle 
mana<:;!ing agent "since the parcel is in view of and in close 
prox~mity to our existing Homer ranger station and would not create 
an undue burden on our ability to operate and maintain other state 
parks in the area" ; and 

WHEREAS, in addition, parcel Baycrest (ID KEN 12) adjacent to 
OVerlook Park is a logical addition, its natural systems being 
contiguous with the latter; acquisition of this parcel could 
facilitate access to Overl=k Park and to the intertidal areas 
zones of both parcels; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Homer, 
Alaska supports the acquisition and protection of Overlook Park and 
Baycrest which are important to Alaska and to Homer; and 

BE IT FURTHER P~SOLVED that the City Council of Homer, Alaska 
requests purchase of these properties by the Exxon Valdez Oil spill 
Trustee Council, noting that if a choice must be made between the 
two that Overlook Park is the higher priority . 

. ' PASSED 'AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA this 
3rd day of April, 1995 . 
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Cnline Servtces of Homer 
i' 0 Sox G71 
~limP.r Ld< c!~IF;r'l~-nhl1 

To the Trustees, 
tXXC!N 1/ALDtZ OIL SJ>JLL JRUSllc.l_. 
COUNCIL 

:l.; ;;e , :: ' 

·n1~ ar~a is a b~antirtll and as v~r unspoiled parcel. acccssibk tic•m r!J~ 
\J\,;~au sllur-.: u-.:ar llum~r. ll h n;lati'vdy pli~tiui,; habital. a tui.'\lUl\.: t..lf l..lld
gr(,,vtb .-:.pnle;c:. grnssy 111C:ih.i.ow, nan1ral freshwater IJ(llh.i.s. nnd nlggcd ~..:a 
~lH."'~n; . .\-lany bird~ and nni.mab us~ the area year round . .:\.~ a hiking 
d..::·:.ti.rlnti~..•tt it oft~r::> nnunpnrnllclcd opportunity for pcopl..:: thnr cnu·t 
n·..::lt th..::m~:..::h·.;~: t~._> ~=~..>m..:: ~..>fthc mN·c rugged 'vidcn1c~:s for which .\lad-::t 
i~ju~tl;.- Lunou~. R;.- it~ proximity to th~ City oi"Hom~r. tim.: :..~r~:.t has 
ch:.tr:u.:t~ri:-:tics that m:tk~ it highly d~sirahli::' l{lr just such a !{lol-tr:.l\c>l 

d:->,llll;ilHl!l 1'!~;1':-' prnkcll\w; sp~c!;!l ilr~il li1r li1111rr> !:':-'11:->r;tll<\11' !11 

~!lJO~. 

Da ... iJ .T. s\' .. urth~)Lil 
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April 6, 1995 

58335 East End Rd. 
Homer. Ak 99603 

Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee Council 
645 G street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, Ak. 99501 

Dear Trustees, 

I am writing to urge you to support acquisition of the Overlook Park 
north of Homer. There are many good reasons for acquiring these 
lands - providing beach access, preventing erosion from development 
and protecting marine and bircl life that inhabits this area, but I 
must admit I am partial to the area for a more sublime reason. 

When I first came to Homer I pulled off at the scenic overlook (as 
thousands do each year) and was spellbound by what I saw. My eyes 
followed the finger of sandy spit pointing halfway into the austere 
blue of Kachemak Bay to the green-clad mountains and aqua glaciers 
across the bay. Mount Augustine puffed a stream of smoke o.ut in 
Cook Inlet and Cape Douglas and the Barren Islands were visible to 
the south. It was at that moment that a seed began to grow in me and 
I began to contemplate moving here. That was nineteen years ago and 
I've been a happy resident ev~t since. 

I return to this spot many times and never cease to be enchanted by 
its spell. It is one of those places that immediately affirms the 
reason why I live in Alaska. I am sure countless visitors and 
resi1iet~ts alike are also touched by this spot. It would be sad indeed 
if this flawless view, with its bluff lakes and inviting beach just 
below, were ever to be developed. I hope you will do all you can to 
help preserve this land for future enjoyment and protection. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Hughes 

EXXON VALG:L Oli. SP'': 
TR "~ •••. 

u" TF~ C"·'"lCJL -~~ u \.J l'( 



Tutka Bay Lodge ) 
Beyond the End of the Road 

Jon & Nelda Osgood 
P.O. Box 960 

Homer, Alaska 99603 lR1 ~©~OW~[Q) 
(907)235-3905 

· APR 1 2 1~95 

April 1 o, 1995 EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 

Trustees 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Trustees, 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

We own and operate a small nature lodge on the south shore of Kachemak Bay. The 1989 Exxon ~ 
Valdez oil spill affected us severely both financially and psychologically. .. __ ) 

You now have an opportunity to acquire and set aside for.. habitat protection a lovely piece of 
property on the Homer bluffs - Overlook Park. We hope you will decide to use restoration funds 
to purchase this unique land. 

Yours truly, 

1;/'N i 7 ~(~{;v 
Jon & Nelda Osgood 

Celebrating the Peace & Pleasures of Alaska's Coastal Wilderness 



/~ 

· ... ) 
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Trustees 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 402 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Trustees, 

Box 1417 
Homer, AK 99603 
April 13, 1995 

EXXON VALDEZ G!L S?iLL 
.,.,,,~i"CE rQ!l''t.il I11V~.l- ,., v· . .,,_ 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the small parcels 
selected for acquisition by the Trustees Council. 

I enthusiastically support your acquiring the Overlook Parcel 
identified as KEN 55. This parcel first touched my heart when I arrived in 
Homer over 20 years ago and stopped at the top of the Baycrest Hill to enjoy 
the breath-taklng view across this property to the expanse of Cook Inlet and 
the mountalns beyond. Now there is a designated scenic turnout on the 
highway at this spot and I still stop here to share the experience with 
visiting friends and relatives. 

Rooftops and roads would destroy this dramatic Introduction to 
Homer. 

Development would also adversely affect the wildlife that calls this 
home. Bald eagles, ducks, cranes, and song birds live among healthy stands 
of spruce and birch trees. 

Protection would save natural vegtetation and wildlife for the 
enjoyment of present and future generations of Alaskans and visitors. 

I am familiar with several of the parcels on the acquisition short list 
and recommend this one as the most important among them. Please add my 
support to acquiring Overlook Park. 

Sincerely, 

~r~o:r~ 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 

TRUSTEE COU~1GIL 

Please support the small parcel acquisition of Overlook Park, 
Homer, on the Kenai Peninsula. 

This property includes a valuable intertidal zone which has present 
species damaged in the Valdez spill. 

Acquisition of this property for a relatively small outlay of 
available Trustee funds will help preserve these threatened 
species. 

SYLVIA CASSIDY 
P.O. Box 2004 
Homer, AK 9 ()0 6.;> '7 7 kJ. 

April 14, 1995 

no 

\ 
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EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G St #402 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Dear Sirs: 

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support 
of the so-called Fox Farm property which spans the 
'Island Peninsula'), facing south orr China Poot Bay 
out to Gull Island Rookery. 

PO Box l2Sl 
Homer, Alaska 9961)3 
June 15, 1995 

for the small-parcel acquisit~'Jn 
peninsula (known locally as the 
and North on Kachemak Bay L" ·/,:ing 

This 26+ acre parcel (Ken 20 -U. S. Survery #1539) has importance far above its 
small size as has been well documented in your letter of ~larch 14 from Hike flcilr,.:e. 
To me, the most critical protection need for this parcel is the existence of Lhe 
large midden on the China Poot bec.ch which has still never received much carefullc 
documented excavation. There is considerable local speculation that this is the . 
site that Jokelsohn mentions having been take~ to from his brief camp on Yukon Island 
in the late 18 hundreds. This is a very intr4guing possibility. The site is now 
mostly well overgrown with young spruce trees which protects it to some degree. 

There is only one bit .~!-1 informc.tion rhet. T nP.erl r.o nrlrl t.o Mr. Mr.RrirlP'.s thnrn01gh 
analysis of the various ~1many incidences of use of this parcel by EVOS 'injured 
species': that is that just off of theKachemak facing cliffs of this property is a 
small rock in the intertidal area which has the local name of'Black Oystercatcher Rock' 
where these birds are quite regularly seen feeding in the proper season. The rock, 
of course, is not part of the property, but the presence of this species in the area 
on a feeding -but not a nesting- rock is significant. 

Whatever final arrangement is Qade for oversight of this parcel, it would seem to 
me to be an important addition to your many accomplishments . 

Thank You, 
. ----..., 

:~;,j~c_c~ K)' 
Richard ~. Tvler 
PO Box 1281 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

P.S. I realize that the various properties being contemplated by you folks at present 
are each different and each have separate merits: making it difficult to jud~e be

tween them . In so far as general use by the public (and by use, I mean here pri~arilc 
the ability to be seen by almost everyone) The two Overlook Parcels to the West of 

) 

Homer still strike me as the most important to be acquired by EVOS. However, protectio~ 

of the midden on Ken 20 would get my second vote, with perhaps the Tulin property 
along the mouth of Diamond Creek as a thirj place nominee if arrangements can be ~ane 
to turn it into a managed camp ground 11hic:, this ~r:ea truly needs. ~ .. 

~XXON VAU:::z :)il, ::,?IL', 
'frflll\.''-i(·C :··r'- 1':t.:"•ll 
I , : <1. ·,_! • , :... \.1 1 . .' ,,: 1, \.• I ~. 
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The Nature ConservancY' JUL 1 o """) 
Washington/Alaska Field Office EXXON , .i\~f:f:?. OiL ~; 

1601 Second Avenue, ~t~~ g~~~~~;;tle, \Vashington 98101 THU.STEC: (;(}!);~G;i 

Senator Paul A. Fischer 
Senate District D. 
Box 784 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

Dear Senator Fischer: 

January 31, 1985 

This is to acknowledge our receipt of your letter requesting our 
assistance in the acquisition of the Abbott property near 
Homer. We were very pleased to learn of your strong support for 
the project, and are no11 in the process of obtaining an option 
from the owner' based on your interest and optimism regarding the 
needed appropriation. 

Since we hope to secure the land for park purposes and protect 
it for the future, we have offered to pay $10,000 for an option 
until the end of this fiscal year. This option payment is 
non-refundable, so 11e are in effect "betting" that amount in 
anticipation of your success in securing the needed funding for 
the purchase. If the appropriation is made and approved by the 
Governor we will exercise the option, purchase the property, and 
later transfer it at our cost to the DNR. 

I plan to be in Juneau for the latter part of next 11eek, and 
hope that we will have an opportunity to meet at that time. I 
\Vould like to be able to bring you furthe::- up-to-de.toe on our 
efforts to secure the Homer property and also to provide you 
11ith some information regarding our efforts to establish a ne1.; 
Alaska Natural Heritage Program. We sincerely hope that you may 
be able to assist us in this effort. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Elliot Narks 
Washington/Alaska Director 

em:mlm 

Western Regional Office National Office 

· . .___/ 

156 Second Street, San Francisco, California 94105 
(415) 777·0541 

1800 Nonh Kent Street, Arlinf_,rtOn, Virginia 2220 
(703) !H 1-5:!00 
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future generations- this valley that has been ~zed 
by all experts as having outstanding and unique value .. 

by George Ripley 

. There arc very few people in this town, both resident 
\ and visitor, who have not shared in the enjoyment of one 

I of this region's simplest and yet most profound pleasures. 
Some have been so awe-stricken by their first view of 

, l Kachemak Bay that they knew immecliately that this 
1! would be their home. The Kachemak region weaves an 

\

almost magical charm. Even long-tenn residents are not 
jaded by the experience and take pleasure during all the 
seasons of the year in driving up to the edge of town to get 

\ a new perspective on the setting sun or the magnificence 
I of Southcentral Alaska. During the summer months the 
\ wayside overlooks atop the hill are continuously full of 
I excited visitors, almost all of whom get out of their cars 
\ to fully appreciate the powerful beauty of the high 
\ hcadiand that is Bluff Point, the gateway to Kachemak 
I Bay. These waysides are the type of charismatic place 
, where it would be appropriate to hold an Easter morning 
\ convocation. Carnivals can in no way match the natural 
i splendor of this setting. 
\ "Welcome to Kachcmak Bay" the sign says, and as 

~ \ people stumble from the confmement of their cars they 
l1 are happily 'truck again and again by the beimty that 
I\ surrounds them: Mount Iliamna, Augustine, Cape Dou
\ glas, the Shctikof, the Kachemak Alps, the Spit; boats 
! and ships of oil kinds heading to and fro on the seas 
\ below; songbirds and eagles in the air above and, spread 

I 
at their feet, a perfect cameo of the wilderness they 'vc 
hoped to find. 

. With lakes, meadows, forests and beaches, this beau
\ tiful cameo known a~ "the valley" gives peace to weary 

souls. It also provides for an exceptionally vital wild 
habitat. Three eagle nests exist in the valley. From the 
overlooks with binoculars one can see eaglets in the nest. 
Moose, bear and coyotes roam the woods and meadows. 
Beaver and swans can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea 
otter fish the rocky tidcpools of the rugged headland. 
Huge schools of salmon hug the shore as they move up 
Cook Inlet. Several species of whales can be seen from 
above as they feed offshore. 

In 1984 ti1c community of Homer gave broad sup
pon to an elTon to make the valley a pan nf the• state park 

Moose, bear and coyotes roam the 
woods and meadows. Beaver and swans 
can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea 
otter fish the rocky tidepools of the 
rugged headland. Huge schools of 
salmon hug the shore as they move up 
Cook Inlet. Several species of whales 
can be seen from above as. they feed 
offshore. 

system. The Chamber of Commerce and the city quickly recog
nized its value to the. tourism industry as the very "gatepost" to 
Kachemak Bay. Fish and Game biologist Dave Holdennann 
recognized the valley as a tlnique and richly condensed micro
habitat. Borough officials, highway officials, parks officials, 
legislators and the state resources commissioner all gathered in 
Homer and agreed that this project was eminently wcrtby and 
should be put on the "front bumcr." 1l1c Seattle director of the 
Nature Conservancy was present :.md said that he baj "never 
seen a bureaucracy say 'Yes!' to a project so quickly." Helping 
the stotc to acquire the valley was to become tho Nature 
Conservancy's first Alns.ka project. 

So what happened? 11Jc project sped quickly to the office 
of a freshman legislator in J uncau where it was ignored. It made 
a token appearance on the final budget but then was cut by the 
governor and the valley was back up for grabs. 

About that time newcomers drove over the crest cf the hill, 
stopped at the overtook, and decided to make their lives in 
Kachemak Bay. When they drove to town they discovered that 
the beautiful valley was for sale. Concerned that nothing mar the 
beauty of their new home, they successfully set about buying the 
property themselves in an attempt to protect it until such time 
that it could become a park. That has been their hope, yet their 
ability to continue holding the land has nearly come to an end. 
1t is once aga.in for sale. Now is the time for the community to 
again request of the state whatever moderate sum is required to 
prnl!..'C\ the valky (a mere 2.~0 :tcrc.'.;) for the benefit of ;tll :llHI 

--· -

What needs to be done? Grass-roots networking, 
lobbying, educating, planning, negotiating. It won't be an 
easy job regardless ofits popular appeal. The groundwork 
needs to be done by volunteers working through 'a volun
teer organization. The community at large needs to show 
its support. 

An educational{mterpretive display placed in the 
wayside overlooks could help in the nonpolitical educa
tion of the traveling public- there should be a display 
there anyway; those waysides are a very neglected public 
asset. 

A well-organized petitioning effort could probably 
raise 2,000-3,000 signatures by Labor Day. (The previous 
effort 9 years ago netted 1,200 signatures in April and 
May.) 

Private donors interested in protecting the beauty of 
the region could be sought for tax-exempt contributions. 

The borough, the state, and the Exxon Trustees Coun
cil could all be requested to help. 

The owners would be willing sellers. 
on·:tiie subject of access it is considered that the 

primary value of the valley is as a viewing park, similar to 
the Grand Canyon. Wildlife observation and habitat pro
tection will remain the primary objective. Current means 
of access would not be enhanced in the forseeable future. 

Gov. Hickel's editorial in the 6(29/93 Homer Tribune 
underscores the reason to protect the Overlook Park: -"At 
62%, Alaska tied with Vermont for first place among 
states where residents rank their first interest as wildlife 
viewing or photography." 

This may well be an idea whose time has come, 
provided that at least one committed individual assumes 
the job. That it comes so quickly on the heels of the saving 
ofKachemak Bay State Park serves to provide notice that 
Kachemak Bay deserves recognition as being synony
mous with "park land." 

George Ripley spent 16 years as a local parks advo
caJc and currently resides in Dutch Harbor. He can be 
rea,:hed by calling 581-3444. 
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~uuullng on the uturc ot UtP top of paycrest Hill, George Itlplcy point• otli various part• ol the proJioscd Overlook J'o'~ to miles In questlt 
IJh·. or Park• Director Nell Johansen, rlghl, Borough Mayor Stan Thompson, loll, and other vls!Ung o[llclols, I-'rldoy has nevet drlvl~ 
afternoon. ... _.' .-_, '·; '_j-_.>·•.\·:· •· roaddurlngbre< 

· - - . - ,.. - . "I probably c 

L .. ate, bor,ough officials ~~XV parlr:.site ::·· -. :~~es:;d:~~~: 
Slate ·parks and lnthearrangement,lsaplan ,:Conservancy. :- · . would be built.until large onU1ehilJandd 

ransportatlon officials to upgrade the turnoffs at the ·' -Rep. M.il0 'C"ritz, R-Ancher: numbers . of· people begin road daily. ' 
oured the site of a proposed top of the bluff which is a Point, . a lOa Sen,- .. Paul: makjng their own !ralls into; "Somel.~lng 1 
'1rk below Baycr~st Hill· natural scenic draw ,,_to· Fischer, R.Soldotna, have the area, thereby creating· ·done," he said. 
'st wee!<, and said they.- touris!!l. · ·' Indicated. they would sponsor potential hazards to· be· expensive.' 
1ould pursue development "We got a solid commit- legisliltlon in its behalf. Well, ,:, U1emselres and the environ- put the cost of tl 
f a "Homer- Overlook ment by the state to pursue. over 1,000 local residents;:_.; ment, said !i park prospec- · atover$Umil!io 
'ark." this park as a priority," said:· have signed petltions favor~: tus. The_ $USO,OOO 

Alt•.r oe.cing the land they Mr. Ripley, "I walked out of:,_ ing the p"rk.;· .. : ·.- -:',,__ Eleven acres now owned SB173 will be " 
net ol Cily Hall to discuss the meeting feeling totally·:._, Eighty acro!S o_f Ute land is' -··by the ~tate or Alaska sits on chasing rights-
he proposal. George Ripley, · relieved as if U1ey'd lifted,:: designated · as Kenai'- the western rim of the bluff.' relocating uti 
"''"1 resident and promoter the entire project frorn ·my·· Borough land. The state Park sponsors propose that··- Knafi? said. h( 
f the park, said he w•s shoulders." owns 11 acres, while 46 acres this land be used ns the site; chance.,of that n 
ssured by the department .. _ "The Homer City, c:;quncil ,: are native owned_~~ome l!''!l' . .for ~ · Southe;n Ptminsulact:c .. pa?s~ byU1il}.<;~ 
!pr~senlallves · that they:,::· has already calK'<! ··.on the,· .. acres, more ·than·•'thr~ flf•''i: State,· P~rk"''Headquartllrsfg, dlng :up: ,_beinJ 
•ould pursue the proposal Alaska Dept,,,. of Natural; . .ths, Is held by·. three in- and Vlsttors' Reception~: an.;otlung else, 
·ithin bolh the slate division Resources to study the ·. "dlvidua!s. · Center. Buildings on U1e site,;, tempcirary fix·UJ 
' p~rks and Dept. of possibility of incorporating· Borough Mayor Stan were once used by the -· "There is onl) 
alurall\esources." the area Into U1eslateparks Thompson and· University of Alaska. do it and that' 
"The development would system. Soon after, the, Stu- Assemblywoman· Marilyn 'Park backers also like to ·way," he said. 
·eule an aura in Homer of dent Council r;f Homer High . Dimmick_ were at the s~ u,.~ wayside. turnoffs on we'd keep thr· 
•rl<s,·' Mr. Ripley told the. School endorsed the idea. . :" meetin(l, and each agreed· top cf the bluff upgraded .. , money after bad 
liht'ril!g. "It would say, Some . of U10se - at the c· .. they saw no problem In con- . Signs are needed to warn · · 
·e!r: . .:Hne to one or the park · meeting included Skip Har- · · vincin·g the assembly to give !raflic because the puUoffs . " 11 =till- · 
·e~.: of Alaslm.' " · ding, Jack Wiles,. and Bill . up their no acres in exchange arc on a bllnd turn. · ~- · llirl9 
T' -oposed pari< woJild Garry of the Div. of Parks, :-. for other state land. · One idea is to build an effi· _ ... · .li. : 

,_?50 acre valley .. Jim Barnett of the Dept. of - Jack Wiles of the Div. of dent parking system and 

11lf nnrlh of t.cMn. !nr.luded _ Elliot M.arks of the Na(ure · for development funda at U1e the_ h_lstoric sign on an island 
•'- '-''· ll:c foot of the _Natural Resources and Parks, said he would push traffic flow design, relocate . ·.~til CII!l 

same time as· acquisition In the middle- of the p1tll off, 
<'"'1 -~ ~ t " 1 d inoney to ensure the park'n "nrl place plaques nloug a "" 
~,/Ut. verT 0 De reptaCe . completion. . railing describing the view. "mtil~-~ • _it ~ n• 

. Several schools of thought , The railing ilself _would· be .• ,., ·E'a ~~.,t End Road - . _, surround development or the __ pulled back fromihe bluff to 
II ' -.:J · - ·· :•, ". '·- · . i": park itself. Some favor doing provide more area for pirnir. 
The collapsed culvert_ of the r~d to slough. away··n: nothingtomakeacccssdown _ tables. · ·. _ ,~ ~ 
hich has led to erosion of bCneath the guardraii on the\. U1estr.cp bluff any ~sler. '-'·· The next step is to conlllct • __ · .. 1 ~fiiSJ1}J 
,0 new section of East End downhill side. -· ---.-': :- According to Mr.· Ripley,·_ 1andow~ers u~d start 
cad near McNeil Ca:o:lon Mr. Coatney said replac- :: !.he slope' is not as "''8?tlatl0ns, begJtl 'lhe ap- ~~ 
ill be replac:H<i this emn· ing the pipe •nct repairing treacherous · as it might P'?'sal process, am• at that _ · I 
cr, according lo lhe Dept.·. UJe rnad may cost as much·'· seem, and safe paths and po•nt the Natur<> Con·.. -
Transportation. as $150,0~0. ·.-•· >:·. ' -•'-·;: :· ;:.-; stairways could 1>e built giv·, , ~ervancy .will wm·lt out an ,;· ' . ;t'!"'""dn}·.s, 
He pairs will require digg- The weight of thlgriive1 '- 'lng -access' from ···Ute·' !o!J:·:· oeed of_tnt~! ugrecment wiU1· ' .ill 
~ "''t part of t.he fill whll·h fill may have crJllapsed the c· Pres~ntly, It lllkcs a long. the maJor lund~;vner to keep . WATCH F( 

McNeil Creel<, said pipe, he said, 0,. ::ims,,d it lo .. wnlk along the. beach. to lhe.property '•" the .market iii&===;ll!l 
Mney of the dep.1rt- pu!l~;>arl. reachtheland. . ·.unh1 tl1e. stat~ .1.~gm1ature _ 

1. 1 , He sairl !hr. date· of the · But It .ls unlikely any ca~ pnss ?cqmsJttr.u funds,.· 
Cll\ !i .... n!! lOJ'H:,e opera· ll s'. I c•ses or rnnds SOld Mr Ihplcy . I '. 

ms afP.~''· repair.; hn~ no! hccn set, but · · pa JS, "1 r u • • ~, • • 

It b :~:1L luuwm wh.~.t eiHIS· !hat. lht'!·rt..'Hd will 00 [jxcd ' ····~ !' .•,: ·. · : .. 
I the r.ulve:' (n collapse, he this suuune1:. ' · Q,KlQifD'Q~ ,.-
,[d, hull.he !Ei\!U'P. wt.s first . -' ,, ' · · · Ji1 _·_:>'1/'' ~ ''•-: ,; - .:-
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Pholo by George Ripley~·· crossing, ' 
Land suggested for a park lies below the Sterling Highway near the viewpoint on Baycrest Hill. 

. '· . . '• 

Park· proposed. belo_w; B~ycrest look-out 
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together. 
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tatives oft 
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Between the overlook on limit access, Mr. Ripley says about 34 acres owned by the Kachemak is thought ·.to committee 
Baycrest Hill and· the beach many people could enjoy the Hillstrand family. Alcng the stem irom the Russian term ,. is not yet C< 
lies a gentle bench land placebymeansofastairway beacl;l'is about llO acres in ~or "smoky bay." Smolde~- · Upgrad 
which provides a home for down the steep ground and a the. old Abbott homeste.ad, mg coal seams along thrs Avenue is 1 

wildlife and an opportunity ·· trail system below. · and about 26 acres ow:ied by part of the bluif caused the ... one priorit 
for people,. says George According to Mr. Ripley, the Wilkins family of Homer. smoke, he said. : year, and 
Ripley. only about 12 acres, up near Sooner or '·later the land Mr. Ripley said he is' proje<;ts p 

Informally know as "The the highway, is owned by the may be developed pri-,ately, presenting the idea to local state Legi 
Valley" or "The Slides," the state. ·Along the middle · Mr. Ripley said, He hopes organizations and in- . ··ding. 
small pocket of land is a ground; betw<j~en the· that through !arid trades the . dividuals, and is aiming to The advi: 
"cam eo . of A I. as ka n highway and .~;beoo.Q.. is . state could. obtai~'the area get 4,000 signatures on a peti- will be to h 
wilderness" Mr. Ripley said.. about BO acres·oW\ieil"by tha;;'·dor a.park." ... • · ., .·.< · ·,. : · tion to present to the state. and a pn 
If it were preserved. that· Kenai Peninsula·. Borough, ··'The locati~n has historical '": ·'·" '· ' 
way, he continued, · area about ·46 acres owned by significance as well, ·Mr. H -. · • • 
residents and tourists could· Cook Inlet Region Inc., and Ripley said. ·•The: word . om, er emJssane~ 
share a jewel of a park. · 

Mr. Ripley, a wilderness ~'ho' ma·('f andE'ZZswo....t-h 
guide and a person long ac- _J J IJ I £, 

tive in the planning of hono ... od by Dl~II'O Dnpt.' Kachemak Bay State Park, 1 ~ .I." j ,. ~ ~ 
is mobilizing support to draw 
"The Valley" into the state G~ry Thomas was named·. and Terre Saladin in ap
park system. It's a natural,· firefighter of the Yell!', ·and preciation of ·au their 
he said, and he is encourag, Linda Ellsworth EMT of the · vohmteer efforts. · · · 
od by the response so far. year, at the fire depart- Firefighter of the }"!ar is 

''This area means a lotto a ment's annual banquet ·'chosen by the past three 
. of people," he said. "It's Saturday. · '.'c• ·recipients of the ·award. 

· nere that many people fall in · "They are two of the finest •' ·Making the selectior. this 
love with Homer and ·• people I've had the oppor- ·. year were Robert Purcell, 
Kachemak Bay." And from tunity to work with in the fire Fred Morris, and :!a thy 
the standpoint of the tourist-· service,'' said Fire Chief Stingley.' 
industry, he adds, "It is the Tom Craig. ''They're outgo- · EMT of the year was 
point of Homer's first sale."'•· ing and are not always look~· · chosen by· past reci?ients 

From the overlook, he ing for a pat on the back for Cathy and Dick Stingley. 
said, it is not uncommon to their efforts, which are con- Mr. Craig selectee! the 
spot moose and black bear .tn siderable;·, he said .. II!:ost.improvedfirefigh:er. 
the proposed park. He said "They've given a. lot to the 
he ha• seen swans in the people of the city of Homer." Over 80 people attended 
ponds along the bench, and Other awards at th~ ban- he dinner, including 
the beach and rock shoals quet. went to Dan Cross as · .. members of the fire depart
offshoresupportamyriadof .the most improved ment and their guests and 

. birds and sea!lfe. firefighter, and ' to Keith , representatives ·of several 
Though steep bluifs now Valentine, .. Chaz. Ingham, city agencies. _ . . . ' . 

i> \ · TINY'S 

East Is east and west is 
west, but next month the two 
may draw a little closer 
together when residents of 
Homer travei to Teshio, our 
sister city in Japan. 

This will be Homer's first 
official trip to the area, and 
there is room for 25 people to 
go along, said travel coor- · 
dinator G)nger Van 
Wagon~r, of 'Homer Travel 
ServicE€. , 

Alreli\Iy signed up for the 
trip are mayor Erie Cooper 
- whd was given the money 
to go as the city's represen
tativ<vat the City Council's 
last meeting - Margret and 
Patti Pate, Mike and Diane 
McBride and children, Ms 
Van Wagoner, and two who 
first initiated the idea of a 
Japanese sister city- Steve 
and Noko Yosliida . 

Besides Teshio, located on 
the northern tip of Hokkaido, 
the group will visit Sapporo, 

K
. \~PEN FOR LUNCH \~ ·~ Mondny-Wcdne.sdny 11:30nm-mtd~ght 
\ \ ·, Tbursdny-Fridny 11:30-lru:h 

255-60..\V, Sntu.rdny 2pm-1B..m Closed Sundny 

.·· Dr. James F. Heston 
announce~) the openj.ng of 
~ ' 

~~~ 

Jozankei S! 
Seven days< 
will be spenl 
therestwW 
dependent, 
tivities, Ms. 
said. 

The sister 
the works fc 
and was ins] 
nual summe 
dent visit to I 
course of th 
idea ·was 
Homer's cil 
Teshio's city 

The benefi 
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The Nature Conservancy·: JUL 2 o !:'"< 
f:XXON .;~~ E OiL i Washington/Alaska Field Office 

1601 Second Avenue, S~ite 910, Seattle, \\'ashington 98101 
(206) 624-9623 

Senator Paul A. Fischer 
Senate District D. 
Box 784 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

Dear Senator Fischer: 

January 31, 1985 

This is to acknowledge our receipt of your letter reque;;Llu;<, uut: 
assistance in the acquisition of the Abbott property near 
Homer. We were very pleased to learn of your strong support for 
the project, and are no\' in the process of obtaining an option 
from the owner' based on your interest and optimism regarding the 
needed appropriation. 

Since we hope to secure the land for park purposes and protect 
it for the future, we have offered to pay $10,000 for an option 
until the end of this fiscal year. This option payment is 
non-refundable, so we are in effect "betting" that amount in 
anticipation of your success in securing the needed funding for 
the purchase. If the appropriation is made and approved by the 
Governor we will exercise the option, purchase the property, and 
later transfer it at our cost to the DNR. 

l plan to be in Juneau for the latter part of next \'eek, and 
hope that we will have an opportunity to meet at that time. l 
\.;._auld like to be able to bring you furthe:: up-to-date on our 
efforts to secure the Homer property and also to provide you 
1'ith some information regarding our efforts to establish a ne\' 
Alaska Natural Heritage Program. We sincerely hope that you may 
be able to assist us in this effort. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ ~~~ 
Elliot Narks 
Washington/Alaska Director 

em:mlm 

Western Regional Office 
!56 Second Street, San Francisco, California 94105 

(415) 777-0541 

National Office 
1800 North Kent Street, Arlin~rton, Virginia 2220 

(703) 11·11-5]()() 
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future generations- this valley that has been ~·gnlzed 
by all experts as having outstaniling and unique value. 

by George Ripley 

There arc very few people in this town, both resident 
and visitor, who have not shared in the enjoyment of one 
of this region's simplest and yet most profound pleasures. 
Some have been so awe-stricken by their first view of 

, Kachemak Bay that they knew immeiliately that this 
' would be their home. The Kachemak region weaves an 
t\ almost magical charm. Even long-term residents are not 
I jaded by the experience and take pleasure during all the 
\ seasons of the year in driving up to the edge of town to get 
! a new perspective on the setting sun or the magnificence 
I of Southcentral Alaska. During the summer months the 
wayside overlooks atop the hill are continuously full of 
excited visitors, almost all of whom get out of their cars 
tO fully appreciate the powerful beauty of the high 

\ headland that is Bluff Point, the gateway to Kachemak 
\ Bay. These waysides are the type of charismatic place 
, where it would be appropriate to hold an Easter morning 

l
. \ convocation. Cnmivals can in no way match the natural 
i splendor of this setting. 
1 "Welcome to Kachemak Bay" the sign says, and as 

1\ people stumble from the confmement of their cars they 

I! are happily struck again and again by the beauty that 
\ surrounds them: Mount Iliamna, Augustine, Cape Dou
i glas, the Shelikof, the Kachemak Alps, the Spit: boats 
I and ships of all kinds heading to and fro on the seas 

below; songbirds and eagles i.n the air above and, spread 
at their feet, a perfect C:lffiCO of the wilderness they've 
hoped to find. 

With lakes, meadows, forests and beaches, this beau
tiful cameo known aq "the valley" gives peace to weary 
souls. It also provides for an exceptionally vital wild 
habitat. Three eagle nests exist in the valley. From the 
overlooks with binoculars one can see eaglets in the nest. 
Moose, bear and coyotes roam the woods and meadows. 
Beaver and swans can be .seen in the lakes. Seals and sea 
otter fish the rocky tidepools of the rugged headland. 
Huge schools of salmon hug the shore as !hey move up 

I Cook Inlet. Several species of whales can be seen from 
' above as they feed offshore. 
. In 1984 tl1e community of Homer gave broad sup
\ pmt to anl'i'fort to make the valky :t pan nfthl' stale' park 

.; 
L-===== 

Moose, bear and coyotes roam the 
woods and meadows. Beaver and swans 
can be seen in the lakes. Seals and sea 
otter fish the rocky tidepools of the 
rugged headland. Huge schools of 
salmon hug the shore as they move up 
Cook Inlet. Several species of whales 
can be seen from above as_ they feed 
offshore. 

system. The Chamber of Commerce and the city quickly recog
nized its value to the. tourism ioduslry as ~every "gatepost" to 
Kachemalc Bay. Fish and Game biologist Dave Holcermann 
recognized the valley as r:. unique and richly condensed micro
habitat. Borough officials, highway officials, parks officials, 
legislator.> and the state resources commissioner all gathered in 
Homer and agreed that this project was eminently worthy and 
should be put on the "front burner." The Seattle direct::>r of the 
Nature Conservancy was present and said that he had "never 
seen a bureaucracy say 'Yes!' to a project so quickly." Helping 
tile state to ncquire the valley w:1s to become the Nature 
Conservancy's first AJaska project. 

So what happened? The project sped quickly to the office 
of a freshman legislator in Juneau where it was ignorec. It made 
a token appearance on the final budget but then was cut by the 
governor and the valley was back up for grabs. 

About that time newcomers drove over the crest c-fthe hill, 
stopped at the overlook, and decided to make thei: lives in 
Kachemalc Bay. When they drove to town they ilisco-.ered that 
the beautiful valley was for sale. Concerned that nothing mar the 
beauty oftheirnew home, they successfully set about t-uying the 
property themselves in an attempt to protect it until >uch time 
that it could become a park. That has been their hope, yet their 
ability to continue holiling the land has nearly come to an end. 
It is once again for sale .. Now is the time for the community to 
ag::dn request of the state whatever moderate sum is ~qui red to 
prn!L'l·t the v:ll\l'y (:1 ml'n..· 2.'i0 :1rn:s) for the hcnL'Iit of all and 

What needs to be done? Grass-roots networking, 
lobbying, educating, planning, negotiating. It won't be an 
easy job regardless of its popular appeal. The groundwork 
needs to be done by volunteers working through ·a volun
teer organization. The community at large needs to show 
its support. 

An educational{mterpretive ilisplay placed in the 
wayside overlooks could help in the nonpolitical educa
tion of the uaveling public - there should be a display 
there anyway; those waysides are a very neglected public 
asset. 

A well-organized petitioning effort could probably 
raise 2,000-3,000 signatures by Labor Day. (The previous 
effort 9 years ago netted 1,200 signatures in April and 
May.) 

Private donors interested in protecting the beauty of 
the region could be sought for tax-<>xempt contributions. 

The borough, the state, and the Exxon Trustees Cobn-
cil c.ould all be requested to help. ' 

The owners would be willing sellers. 
On tlie subject of access it is considered that the 

primary value of the valley is as a viewing park, similar to 
tbe Grand Canyon. Wildlife observation and habitat pro
tect[ on will remain the primary objective. Current means 
of access would not be enhanced in the forseeable future. 

Gov. Hickel's editorial in the 6{29/93 Homer Tribune 
underscores the reason to protect the Overlook Park: ·"At 
62%, Alaska tied with Vermont for first place among 
states where residents rank their first interest as wildlife 
viev.ri.ng or photography." 

1bis may well be an idea whose time has come, 
provided that at least one committed inilividual assumes 
tbe job. That it comes so quickly on the heels of the saving 
ofKachemalc Bay State Park serves to provide notice that 
Kachell).ak Bay deserves recognition as being synony-
mous with "park land." " 

George Ripley spent 16 years as a local parks advo· 
ca!c and currently resides in D1ach Harbor. He can be 
rca,:hcd by calling 581-3444. 
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Rlnn~tng on the btnrr at Uw lop of )3aycrest Hill, George lllplcypolnt• oui vnrlotis parts olthe proposed Overlook l'o<~ lo miles In question 
llh·. or Park• lltrcctor Nell Johansen, right, Borough Mayor Stan Thompson, leU, ami oUter visttlng o[Jlcto!s, l''rldoy has never driving 
aftcmoon. . , .. .' ·' . ··: ' ·, :}·"''' ·\: road during break 

. ,.. . "! probably cot 

L.,ate, borough officials·::vi~:w parltsite ..... :r~.e it up: an: 
. . . . , , He said a lot of 

State parks and lnthearrangement,lsaplan Conservancy. .. · would be ~uilt, until large onU1ehillandde 
ransportatlon officials to upgrade the turnoffs at the·· · I\ep. Milo. 'C'ritz, !\-Anchor; numbers . of· people begin road daily. · · 
oured the site of a proposed top of the bluff which is a Point, . a I!:. Sen.· .. Paul: making U1eir own trails Into: "Somel.~ing n< 
ml< below Baycrest Hill nntural scenic draw"· to· Fischer, R-soldotna, have the itrea, thereby creating·· done," he said. • 
ost weel<, and said they· tourisln. · ·• Indicated they would sponsor . potential hazards (o · be ·expensive." 
10uld pursue development "We got a solid commit- legistallon in Its behalf. Well. ,.. U1~msely~ and the environ- put the cost of the 
f a "Homer· Overlook mcnt by the stale to pursue . over 1,000 lO<:al resldenlq c:. ;· ment, said !i park prospec- · at over $II million. 
'ark." lliis park as a priority," said : · have signed petitions favor~: tus. The . $850,000 
Aller r.ecing !.he land they Mr. Ripley."! walked out of':. ing the park.. .. : : :'.:. Eleven acres now owned SBl73 will be '" 

net ot City Hall to discuss the meeting feeling totally'·:.: Eighty acr"'! of'U1e land Is' ... by the state of Al~ka sits on chasing rights-o 
he. propo3al. George Ripley, · relieved as if U1ey'd lifted,:: rlcsignatcd as Kenai• U1e western rim oi the bluff.' relocating utili 
x;JI resident and promoter the entire project from my·.· Borough land. '!'he state Park sponsors propose that·· Knap? :;aid· he 
f the park, said he was shoulders." owns 11 acres, while 46 acres lliis land be used ns the site: chancc,of that m• 
ssured by the department "The Homer City Council , are native 0\yned.,.~ome 1~;9' . .for ~ · Sout~;ep1 PmtinsuJa:t;pa~sed by U!eJ.<:gi 
!pr~.<enlatives · that they •,.: :has nlready c.ulled··:ori· uie:' .. acres, more ·than·:'three ~If,,~, State,· Pa.rk '1 Headquar~roihdlng :up·, ,_!ximg 
•ould pursue the proposal Alaska Dept,,,. of Natural; . ths, Is held by'. three m- and VIs< tors': Reception': an,ytlting else, 
·!thin both the state division Re.sourcCB to study the : ·dividuals. · Center. Buildings on U1e site '·temporary fix-up 
' parks and De pl. oi possibility of incorporating Borough Mayor Stan were once used by the ; · ''1~\Cre is only 
~turol.l{esources." the area into U1e slate parks Thompson and UniversitydAiaslw. do it and that's 
"The dcvelnpmcnt would system. Soon after, llie. Stu- Assemblywoman· Marilyn · ·Park backers also !Ike to ·way," he said." 
·eule an aura in llomer of dent Council r;f Homer High . Dimmick were at the see Uh~ wayside turnoffs on we'd keep tltro· 
Jrktl, ·· Mr. Ripley told llie School endorsed the idea. : .. meeting, imd each agreed · top of the bluff upgraded .. , mon~y after bad.' 
tiheriug. "It would say, · Some . of tltose · at the o· .. they saw no problem In con- . Signs are needed to warn · 
·e.lc.'.(:me to one of llie park · meeting included Skip Hnr- ·. vincin·g the assembly to give traffic because the pulloffs. ''!!"'!fliis;;==>IN- · ·. 
·c~.: or Alnslw.' " · ding, Jack Wiles, and Bill . up their no acres in exchange &rc on a blind turn. ·~·. · ~'~~''!!: 
T' -oposed park wot,ld Garry of the Div. of Parks, ,. for other state land. • One idea is to bUild an eCCi- . : .. · .li. -

:.?50 ncre valley .. Jim Barnett of the Dept. of Jack Wiles of the Div. of cient parking syslem and 
•1. nJ. ll:c root Clf the . Natural Resources and Parks, snld he would push traffic flow design, relocate . ·. m~. CUA 
ucr nnl'th of t.o'mL Included Elliot Marks of the Nature· for development funda at U·•e llie historic sign on an island 

· same time as' acquisition in the middle of the pttll off, 
r"t I' t j:. . 1 d money to ensure the park'a anrl place plaques. nlong a H.< 
· . ./UtVert 0 De reptaCe . compteuon. . rnmng ctcseriblng the view. . ~(;)~· · ~ 

. Several schools of thought , The railing itself would· be 

Jn E'ast End Road · . '· '> . :/ ~~oi~~J~~vo~~r,:~~~~~~: ~~~1ct~~~~~~~rb~~~~~ m · _ . , , · 
The coll2 psed culvert. of the r~d to slough. awa~/'': nothingtomakeaccessdowl) tables. · •· .- ·~ ~ 
hich has led to erosion of b(,neath the guardrail on the:'.'. 1!1c steep bluff any easier. : ·'· The next step ls to comact ·· .. · .. 1 i!iliSJ1£Bj 
10 new section of East End downhill side. · · · "·J:· · : · Accordlng to Mr.· Ripley,·:· ~,".ndow~crs a~d start 
oad near McNeil Canyon Mr. Coatney said rcplac- ... l.llc slope' Is not as .. · .. g?tlal!ons, begm llie ap- ~ 
ill be repl~t'xi this wm· ing the pipe anct repairing ll'eacherous · as it might prn,'sal process, and, at that .. ··1 . . .. 
er, accordillg to !he Dept .. · U1e rnad may cost as much··· seem, and safe patf;s a~d pol.1t the Natur<. Con-.,: . . : . ·. 

as 'ISO Oi"), ,,.. .. '.'. '· ., ...... ,. ,. ·.:.·· .. stn. lrways could be. bmlt.giv·.· .s.ervancy .wm wor!t out .an : .. ,· ·· • . ;r!"-tn~& 
Tranr~port.tlion. '~' , ·n d ( t • iii 
Hepairs will require digg. · The we ;eht of' the~' gravel <.. • lng ·access • from "Uie ··top:·:·· ace o . •11s. ~greement w.U1· ,HI 
~ ""l part of the fill whil•h fill may have crJilapsed the ,.. Pres~ntly, It takes a long the maJor Jund~;vner to keep . WATCH FO 

McNeil Creel<, said pipe, he saict, Cl' ::iniS,~d it to .. walk along the .bcuch. t~. the. property '•:r the murkel iiiE:- 1m 
ntney of the dr,p.1rt- pull ~·,art · · reach the land. ·. · unhl the. state legislature 

I He 'sairl the date· of th• · But it .is unlikely any ca? pass ~cquisi.ticu funds, .. ent r, .t.m: toJ·ane opera· ... u ... 1 ds snidMr n I 
ms cfFc•!. repairs hau not !teen set, but ·: pa JS, s .. , rcases, or roa . 1p ~y. · 
11. ih :::1lll!HlWl1 wlw.t cuus· that. the·ro.ud will hr.! fixed .. ,. ···' · ftj~dmtl~ i' :.: ;.: 1 · 
l the r.I.IIV\!i' !n collapse, he this sumrncl.'. · • 
:id,hul!.lu;[:.:il!lr~w:.,sflr:::t ··.-. · .. : ( :· · ·.i',, ~ ·> 
!SI-!I'Vr.~d wht:ll lhc a red \~1 3!i r-•r,_,~-1M ,·:·. : ' '•, . ' , ' .J ...... ~ .....,_..,..., . : .' . ~ ---·-" 
·)lr.d tw lni'l'i'n~inl ruilv: ~~~~~ 



Photo by George Ripley.,:. 
Land suggested for a park lies below the Sterling Highway near the viewpoint on Bay crest Hill. 
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Between the overlook on limit access, Mr. Ripley says about 34 acres owned by the Kachemak ·is thought ·cto committee s 
Baycrest Hill and' the beach many people could enjoy the Hillstrand family. Along the stem from the Russian term "'·is not yet c~n 
lies a gentle bench land place by means of a stairway beac)i ·is about 110 acres in for "smoky bay." Smolde;- · uP grad i 
which provides a home for down the steep ground and a the· old Abbott homestead, mg coal seams along thcs A venue is th 
wildlife and an opportunity ·• trail system below. · and about 26 acres owrted by part of the bluff caused the ... one priority 
for people,.. says George According to Mr. Ripley, the Wilkins family of Homer. smoke, h~ sa1d. . . . .' : year, and IE 
Ripley. only about 12 acres, up near Sooner or'·Iater the land Mr. R1pley Sa!d he 1s• projects pr< 

Informally know as "The the highway, is owned by the may be developed privately, presenting the idea to local state ·Legis! 
Valley" or "The Slides," the state. Along the middle ·Mr. Ripley said. He hopes· o;~anizations . a?d. in-.··· ding. 
small poc~et of land is a ground; be~.w11en the· ·that through !arid trades the diVIduals, and 1s a1mmg to The advise 
' 'cameo of A I ask an highway and .th.\!i;~~nc)j_ is .. state could. obtai~· the area , ~et 4,000 signatures on a peti- will be to he: 
wilderness''Mr. Ripley said. . about .so acres·oWiieil"by ths<:•l'!'for a.park."4.: · '> ... ,. · ·,. • · tion to present to the state. and a prof< 
If it were preserved. that · Kenai Peninsula·. Borough,· · The location has historical · ·;-- · , . ' 
way, he continued, · area . about. ·46 acres owned by significance' as well, ·Mr. H. ·. . "·'~· • . • 

residents and tourists could. Cook Inlet Region Inc., and Ripley said. •TM' ·word . orper emissaries 
share a jewel of a park.. . 

Mr. Ripley, a wilderness .. ~'homas and EZZswo~h •' 
gUJde and a person long ac- . I £, 
live in the planning of h db v· D t 
Kachemak Bay State Park, onore ilJ .I' Ire. ep .. 
is mobilizing support to draw · J · 
"The Valley" into the state Gary Thomas was named·. and Terre Saladin in ap-
park system. It's a natural,' firefighter of the Y"'l!', and preciation of ·an their 
he said, and he is encourag, Linda Ellsworth EMT of the · volunteer efforts. · · 
-d by the response so far. year, at the fire depart- Firefighter of the year is 

''This area means a lot to a ment's annual banquet ·' chosen by the past three 
. of people," he said. "It's Saturday. · '.Y. ·recipients of the ·award. 

. nere that many people fall in · "f'hey are two of the finest ' ·Making the selection this 
love with Homer and ·• people I've had the oppor- ·. year were Robert Purcell, 
Kachemak Bay." And from tunity to work with In the fire Fred Morris, and Cathy 
the standpoint of the tourist·· service,'' said Fire Chief Stingley." 
industry, he adds, "It is the.. Tom Craig. "They're outgo-.·. · EMT of the year was 
pointofHomer'sfirstsale."'' ing and are not always look· ·chosen by· past recipients 

From the overlook, he ing for a pat on the back for Cathy and Dick Stingley. 
said, it is not uncommon to their efforts, which are con." Mr. Craig selected the 
spot.,mocse and bla.ck bear in . sidera ble;·,, he said. . f?.Ost.improved firefighter. 
the proposed park. He said "They've given a. lot to the 

- he ha~ seen swans in the peopleofthecityofHomer." Over 80 people attended 
ponds along the bench, and Other awar.ds at th.e ban- the dinner, including 
the beach and rock shoals quet went to Dan Cross as · . members of the fire depart
offshoresupport~myriadof .the most improved ment and their guests and 

. birds and sealife. firefighter, and · to Keith ; representatives ·of several 
Though steep bluffs now Valentine; .. Chaz. Ingham, city agencies. 

;., \ · TINY'S 

East is east and west is 
west, but next month the two 
may draw a little closer 
together when residents of 
Homer travel to Teshio, our 
sister city in Japan. 

This will be Homer's first 
official trip to the area, and 
there is room for 25 people to 
go along, said travel coor- · 
dinator Ginger Van 
Wagon~r. of'Hoiner Travel 
Service'. 

Alreli\Iy signed up for the 
trip are mayor Erie Cooper 
- whd·was given the money 
to go as the city's represen· 
tativ<v-at the City Council's 
last meeting - Margret and 
Patti Pate, Mike and Diane 
McBride and children, Ms. 
Van Wagoner, pnd two who 
first initiated'·the idea of a 
Japanese sister city- Steve 
and Noko Yos})ida . 

Besides Teshio, located on 
the northern tip of Hokkaido, 
the group will visit Sapporo, 
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Kodiak Island Borough 
710 MILL BAY ROAD 

KODIAK, ALASKA 9961 5-6398 

~ 
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Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Molly; 

EXXOH VALZiEZ G\L SPiU. 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Per our recent discussion, enclosed is the Kodiak Island Borough Resolution No. 95-23 
prioritizing small parcel acquisitions in the Kodiak region. As indicated in the resolution, 
this priority is the result of input from all of the local staff people of the state and federal 
and private resource agencies on Kodiak island as weii as pubiic interest, especiaiiy in 
Termination Point 

As is obvious from our list, all parties were disappointed that the importance of commercial 
fisheries apparently had little value in the EVOS staff rating system since the weir sites did 
not rate very high. It also appeared that proximity or access to large parcel acquisition was 
not considered in the evaluation process. Many of these parcels are critical to the large 
parcels that are being acquired. The highest priority parcels on our list tend to have 
multiple special merit values for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez 011 

spilL We are not sure the multiple factors were given enough consideration. We hope this 
CCilt be COiTOC~Cd 'iiCV·/. 

If there are any questions, or if additional information is needed on any of the parcels, 
please let me know and we will obtain the information for you as quickly as possible. 

I look forward to working with you and the Council on the acquisition of these parcels. 

Sincerely, 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Enclosure 



KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION NO. 95-23 

Introduced by: 
Requested by: 
Drafted: 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 

Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 

05/04/95 
05/04/95 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN SMALL PARCELS 
WITHIN THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

AS PART OF THE SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has determined that 
acquisition of certain high value and special merit small parcels of land should be 
acquired as part of the overall restoration process resulting from the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill; and 

WHEREAS, many more parcels have been nominated and identified for consideration 
than can possibly be bought with the available funds by the Trustee Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has worked with the area's federal, state and 
local agencies that have an interest in restoration of the fish, marine mammal, bird, 
and wildlife species that were impacted by the oil: spill, and in that process has been 
able to define and identify critical habitat areas of property which have special merit 
value for the injured resources or services; and 

WHEREAS, many of the parcels that have been identified in this process of the 
Kodiak Island Borough working with the various agencies include outstanding 
wilderness areas, outstanding subsistence and recreational value areas, necessity for 
commercial fisheries habitat or. management, outstanding critical habitat areas for the 
various species of birds and animals, and outstanding estuary areas for species 
protection for the future health of the ecosystem; and 

WHEREAS, many of these outstanding parcels have the multiple feature of being 
critical access areas for the larger parcels which have been acquired by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council through the large parcel acquisition process; and 

WHEREAS, it is extremely difficult to identify the most important parcels meriting 
acquisition without having first hand knowledge of these areas, having lived in the 
Kodiak Island Borough area, and understanding the inter-relationships of the parcels J·. 
and the importance of their multiple features which are deserving of special merit for 
consideration of purchase; and 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska Resolution No. 95-23 
Page 1 of 5 



WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has completed a very careful and thorough 
process with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, the Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association, the Alaska State Parks system, 
and other agencies to identify the parcels which have multiple special merit value for 
inclusion in the restoration program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND 
BOROUGH that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is urged to give careful and 
thoughtful consideration to the list of parcels which have been selected as a result 
of a great deal of research by the multiple agencies and are recommended for 
acquisition to the Trustee Council by the Kodiak Island Borough on the basis of the 
multiple special merit value for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the outstanding wilderness, subsistence, commercial fisheries 
resource, critical habitat, recreational value, and access to larger parcel acquisitions 
concerns have been included in this recommendation and should be carefully 
considered by the Trustee Council in making a decision to acquire these parcels. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
iSLAND BOROUGH that the parcels which shou!d be acquired in the Kodiak Island 
Borough in the following order of priority are: 

'PARCEL 
,., 

KAP 145 

KAP 150 

KAP 130 

KAP 226 

KAP 220 

KAP 151 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

LOCATION 

Termination Point 

Karluk Weir Site 

Uyak Bay 

Karluk Lagoon 

Ayakulik River 

Ayakulik Weir Site 

Pauls Bay Weir Site 

Litnik (Afognak River) Weir Site 

Perenosa Weir Site 

Malina Weir Site 

Upper Station Weir Site 

Resolution No. 95-23 
Page 2 of 5 



5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

15 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

36 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

KAP 116 

KAP 140 

KAP 109 

KAP 262 

KAP 106 

KAP 139 

KAP 245 

KAP 246 

KAP 247 

KAP 252 

KAP 96 

KAP 101 

KAP 104 

KAP 131 

KAP132 

KAP 133 
,. 

KAP 137 

KAP 105 

KAP 100 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Akalura Weir Site 

Dog Salmon Flats Weir Site 

Red River Weir Site 

Waterfall Weir Site 

Kitoi Bay Hatchery Weir Site 

Thorsheim Weir Site 

Horse Marine Weir Site 

Karluk Lake Weir Site 

Sulua Bay 

I lonnik Bny 

Sulua Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Brown's Lagoon 

Uganik Bay 

Gurney Bay 

Bumble Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Deadman Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Resolution No. 95·23 
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KAP 107 

KAP 125 

KAP 138 

KAP 142 

KAP 143 

KAP 115 

KAP 98 

KAP 99 

KAP 102 

KAP 103 

KAP 108 

KAP 110 

KAP 114 

KAP 123 

KAP 126 

KAP 134 

KAP 135 

KAP 136 

KAP 144 

KP.P 91 

KAP 93 

KAP 127 

KAP 270 

KAP 271 

KAP 272 

KAP 244 

KAP 263 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Shelikof Strait 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

. Sitka!idak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Halibut Cove 

Kiavak Bay 

-

Resolution No. 95·23 
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KAP 128 Kaguyak Bay 

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
THIS FOURTH DAY OF MAY, 1995. 

ATTEST: 

... 
&;!anna :f:;Jmd 
Donna F. Smith, CMC, Borough Clerk 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

Mi ael R. Milligan 
puty Presidino Offir:P.r 

or Mary A. Monroe, Presiding Officer 

Resolution No. 95·23 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 7 - Alaska 

1011 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

(907) 786-3487- TrY available 

~and Added To Refuge System 
U.S. Fish and w:i.lc~:i.::e Service Receives Lane Gift 

Close on the hee:s National Wildlife Re~~ge 

News 

·..:eek. Alaska wildl:..:e :-ecei·/~d 2.:1-:Jthe:- gift: wher_ a priva::e 

crganiza~ion made a ~o~a~iJ~ of :a~d -- ~he fi:st ever ~or a 

~ational ~ildli~e refuge in A:~ska -- fo= the bears and sal~o~ n-

t~e Kodiak Na~ional w~:~l~~e Re~~ge. 

Today the U.S. F~sh a~c ~:ldlife Service accepted the 318-

acre piece of land which ~ies a~ ~he head of Uyak Bay on t~e wes~ 

side of Kodia~ island. =~:J~ the Richard King Me:lon Foundation and 

T~e Conservation Fu~~. Su~rou~ded by the Kodiak Na:ional ~i~~:i~e 

Ref~ge. the prope=:y i~c:udes one half ~ile of ocean shoreli~e. a 

"The dor~atio:: of -:!:is ;;:-o?e:-:y within the !<oci.iak Na.:ior-.~::. 

W~l~life Refuge is a very ge~e=ous act t~at ~ill help oro:ec~ 

~~po=~an~ ~ish and w~l~:ife habi~at for futu=e gene=a:io~s." sa~~ 

' ' . ..... _as:<.a. 

The Kodiak Ref~ge's !.8 "'i~~io~ acres provi~e ho~es co .... --... ....... . _, __ ... __ 

~ear. bald eagles, tundra s:..;ar .. s. f:..ve spec.:..es of salmon. :-:i.ve:-

otters. fox, Sitka black-:a~le~ ~ee=. waterfowl and ~esti~g ~~==s. 

Or~ginally created tc pro:ec: beers and ~heir hebi:acs, the Kcdia~ 

~efuge encompasses almost 2 ~illion acres and provides ho~es for 

~ore than 2.500 bears. 

The Richard King Mel:on Foundation has acquired habi~a~ a~c 

historic areas in more than 30 states for presentations as 

to state and federal conservation age~cies. 

HIS --~O~P~TIO;N~A~LF~O~AM:;99:;7~·~;,1----------------============= 
FA X T R A N S M ITT A L I """"" .. J 

To 

r=al • -r;:::;:c:s .-.. ._,,. --, , --. ,.-
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 7 - Al<J.ska 

1011 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

(907) 786-3487 -TrY available 

Occober 16, 1995 

U.S. Fish 
Land Addec To Refuge System 

an:i ',./i.~Clife Se~victS Rtaceive$ Land Gift 

I News)) 

Close on the heels of the first National Wildlife 
Refuge week, Alaska wildlife received a gift when a private 
organization made a donation of land -- the first ever tor a 
national wildlife ref11ge in Alaska -- for the bears and 
salmon of the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. 

Today the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service accepted a 
318-acre piece of land which lies at the head of Uyak Bay on 
the west side of Kod1ak Island, from the Richard King Mellon 
F·oundat ion and The Conservation Fund. Surrounded by the 
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, the property includes one
half mile of ocean shoreline, a salmon scream, nesting Bald 
Bagles, and important brown bear habitat. 

"The donation oE this property within th~ Kodiak 
National Wildlife Refuge is a very generous act that will 
help protect fish and wildlife habitat for fusure 
generations," said David Allen, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service's Regional D1rector for Alaska. Jay Bellinger, 
Kodiak Refuge Manager said "This gift of the Uyak Bay land 
is a tre~endous gesture for the bears." 

The Richard King Mellon Foundation, based in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, has a long-scanding cornnitment to 
conservation. Through its American Land Conservation Program 
the Foundation has acquired wildlife habitat and hiscoric 
areas in more than 30 states as gifts to state and federal 
conservation agencies. 

Acquisition of the Uyak Bay property cont~nues The 
Conservation Fund's involvement in the protection of the 
Kodiak Refuge. Earlier this year Dr Bob Pucz, the Fund's 
Senior Scientist, was a negotiator for the US Fish and 
Wildli~e Service and the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees in 
the purchase of 152,000 acres in fee and ease~ent on Kodiak. 



"j .. 
··. 

pa=tners protec: O\"er ?OO,OCO ~=:esc~ ~~~j:ife ~~~:~.~~

open space, and h~sco~ic s~tes i~ ~1 sta:es. FL~~ p=~;=~-~ 

:.n::lude .S.:r.ericar. ~!:"-::e::· .. :ays, :he r;a.~.:.on;.~ ?:;:-~r:t c:--_ ~;:::--.;:..=..:.:--.·.:. 

t. :-. e ... - -- .... - - .. -:::-

3atc~eE~e:d Canpaign, and, wi:~ :he ~~c~ard K~~~ ~~e~l=~ 
Fo~ndatic~, che A~e~~can La~d :o~ser~aticn ?rogran. Th~ 

Conservation Fu~d escablished a~ o~fice in Alasks in ~~~~ 

headquarters a~e in Ar:ing:o~. Vi:-ginia. 
The Kodiak Refuge's 1.8 ~illicn acres pro~ide hab~t~: 

for brow~ bear, Bald Eagles, Tund~a Swans, - . . ::· ... ·e .spec!.:;::.S ·~-

salr:tc~. ri·~'er ct:e!:"s, red Ecx . .:S:..t:<.a b:ac:~;:-t::ai:e:::i dee:-. 
waterfowl, and nes:i~g birds. Criglnal:y crea:ed to F~c:~=·: 
bears and their tab~tats, t~e Kod~ak Re~~ge encc~passes 

al~csc 2 ~illion acres a~d supports ~~re t~a~ 2,500 bro~n 
benro. 

?cr :no:::-e infomatior. contact The Ccnsecvation Fund ac: ·. s:-
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Kodiak Island Borough 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Molly; 

710 MILL BAY ROAD 

.'<ODIAK. ALASKA 99615-6398 

EXXOtl VALciEZ OiL S?iU. 
TRUSTEE COUtWL 

Per our recent discussion, enclosed is the Kodiak Island Borough Resolution No. 95-23 
prioritizing small parcel acquisitions in the Kodiak region. As indicated in the resolution, 
this priority is the result of input from all of the local staff people of the state and federal 
and private resource agencies on Kodiak Island as wei\ as public interest, especially in 
Termination Point. 

As is obvious from our list, all parties were disappointed that the importance of commercial 
fisheries apparently had little value in the EVOS staff rating system since the weir sites did 
not rate very high. It also appeared that proximity or access to large parcel acquisition was 
not considered in the evaluation process. Many of these parcels are critical to the large 
parcels that are being acquired. The highest priority parcels on our list tend to have 
multiple special merit values for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. We are not sure the multiple factors were given enough consideration. We hope this 
C.Ciil b~ C0ii€:C~6d ii(i'..,·"·· 

If there are any questions, or if additional information is needed on any of the parcels, 
please let me know and we will obtain the information for you as quickly as possible. 

I look forward to working with you and the Council on the acquisition of these parcels. 

Sincerely, 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

--~cw/1-~ 
Jerome M. Selby ~ 

Enclosure 



KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION NO. 95-23 

Introduced by: 
Requested by: 
Drafted: 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 

Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 

05/04/95 
05/04/95 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN SMALL PARCELS 
WITHIN THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

AS PART OF THE SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has determined that 
acquisition of certain high value and special merit small parcels of land should be 
acquired as part of the overall restoration process resultlny fru111 t11e Exxon Valdez oil 
spill; and 

WHEREAS, many more parcels have been nominated and identified for consideration 
than can possibly be bought with the available funds by the Trustee Council; and 

"~ 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has worked with the area's federal, state and ~) 
local agencies that have an interest in restoration of the fish, marine mammal, bird, 
and wildlife species that were impacted by the oil spill, and in that process has been 
able to define and identify critical habitat areas of property which have special merit 
value for the injured resources or services; and 

WHEREAS, many of the parcels that have been identified in this process of the 
Kodiak Island Borough working with the various agencies include outstanding 
wilderness areas, outstanding subsistence and recreational value areas, necessity for 
commercial fisheries habitat or management, outstanding critical habitat areas for the 
various species of birds and animals, and outstanding estuary areas for species 
protection for the future health of the ecosystem; and 

WHEREAS, many of these outstanding parcels have the multiple feature of being 
critical access areas for the larger parcels which have been acquired by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council through the large parcel acquisition process; and 

WHEREAS, it is extremely difficult to identify the most important parcels meriting 
acquisition without having first hand knowledge of these areas, having lived in the 
Kodiak Island Borough area, and understanding the inter-relationships of the parcels 
and the importance of their multiple features which are deserving of special merit for \ 
consideration of purchase; and _ __) 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska Resolution No. 95-23 
Page 1 of 5 
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WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has completed a very careful and thorough 
process with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, the Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association, the Alaska State Parks system, 
and other agencies to identify the parcels which have multiple special merit value for 
inclusion in the restoration program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND 
BOROUGH that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is urged to give careful and 
thoughtful consideration to the list of parcels which have been selected as a result 
of a great deal of research by the multiple agencies and are recommended for 
acquisition to the Trustee Council by the Kodiak lslar,d Borough on the basis of the 
multiple special merit value for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the outstanding wilderness, subsistence, commercial fisheries 
resource, critical hai.Jital, 1 ecrealional value, and access to larger parcel acquisitions 
concerns have been included in this recommendation and should be carefully 
considered by the Trustee Council in making a decision to acquire these parcels. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the parcels which should be acquired in the Kodiak Island 
Borough in the following order of priority are: 

PARCEL 

KAP 145 

KAP 150 

KAP 130 

KAP 226 

KAP 220 

KAP 151 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

LOCATION 

Termination Point 

Karluk Weir Site 

Uyak Bay 

Karluk Lagoon 

Ayakulik River 

Ayakulik Weir Site 

Pauls Bay Weir Site 

Litnik (Afognak River) Weir Site 

Perenosa Weir Site 

Malina Weir Site 

Upper Station Weir Site 

Resolution No. 95-23 
Page2ol5 



5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

15 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

36 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

KAP 116 

KAP 140 

KAP 109 

KAP 262 

KAP 106 

KAP 139 

KAP 245 

KAP 246 

KAP 247 

KAP 252 

KAP 96 

KAP 101 

KAP 104 

KAP 131 

KAP 132 

KAP 133 

KAP 137 

KAP 105 

KAP 100 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Akalura Weir Site 

Dog Salmon Flats Weir Site 

Red River Weir Site 

Waterfall Weir Site 

Kitoi Bay Hatchery Weir Site 

Thorsheim Weir Site 

Horse Marine Weir Site 

Karluk Lake Weir Site 

Sulua Bay 

Uganik Bay 

Sulua Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Brown's Lagoon 

Uganik Bay 

Gurney Bay 

Bumble Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Deadman Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Resolution No. 95-23 
Page3of5 
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KAP 107 

KAP 125 

KAP 138 

KAP 142 

KAP 143 

KAP 115 

KAP 98 

KAP 99 

KAP 102 

KAP 103 

KAP 108 

KAP 110 

KAP 114 

KAP 123 

KAP 126 

KAP 134 
-· 

KAP 135 

KAP 136 

KAP 144 

KAP 91 

KAP 93 

KAP 127 

KAP 270 

KAP 271 

KAP 272 

KAP 244 

KAP 263 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Shelikof Strait 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak St.-ait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Halibut Cove 

Kiavak Bay 

Resolution No. 95-23 
Page 4 of 5 



KAP 128 Kaguyak Bay 

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
THIS FOURTH DAY OF MAY, 1995. 

ATTEST: 

~07 na i:Jxnd 
Donna F. Smith, CMC, Borough Clerk 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

Mi ael R. Milligan 
puty Presiding Officer 

or Mary A. Monroe, Presiding Officer 

Resolution No. 95·23 
Page 5 of 5 
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Exxon \"aldez Oil Spill Trustee Council Pagc- ::: 

The Kodiak State Parks Citizens' Advisory Board supports the nomination ofTerminat:cH1 
Point for acquisition and requests your consideration of the outstanding qualities of this 
small land parcel for restoration of injured resources in the Kodiak area. Please keep us 
advised of progress in the small land parcel acquisition process and let us know if any 
further information is needed on the Tennination Point nomination. 

Sincerelv. 
KODIAK ST.-\TE PARKS ClTIZEl'iS' ADVISORY BOARD 

&,./? ;:: a.L--;Wr___________. 
/ ~~g;( F Blackett 

Chait tttatt 

copy Claire Holland, Kodiak District Park Ranger 

) 
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August 9, 1994 

Mr. Jim Ayers, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anrhornge, Alaska 9950 I 

Dear Mr. Ayers: 

RE: Small Parcel Acquisition Program/Chester Cone Kenai River Property 

DON GILMAN 
MAYOR 

On August 8, 1994 the Kenai Peninsula Borough Planning Commission in regular session voted 
favorably to support Mr. Chester Cone's request to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to 
consider his property for acquisition under the Council's small parcel element of the Comprehensive 
Habitat Protection Process. 

It appears from the information furnished to the Planning Commission that Mr. Cone's property, 
consisting of two tracts adjacent to the Kenai River, meets the threshold criteria established for small 
parcel acquisition. 

The Commission also expressed support for acqutstllon of other properties having similar 
characteristics and under circumstances that would provide protection for salmon habitat. 

Sincerely, 

+ ' 
. ..__, 

. ..,r -

/.fuhn Hammelman, Chairman 
/Kenai Peninsula Borough Planning Commission 



Han:; U. Tschersich, M.D. 
1427> Bmatwf Street 

Kud.iak, Alaska 99615 
l'hpne 907-486 5648 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Re.: Acquisition of Termination l'oint / Monashka Bay near Kodink 

~ .< : ... . .. 
._ -.· .. 

Sat. 20 Aug. 1994 

. ~.::. 

The densely wooded. undeveloped west side of Monashka Bay ends in a grassy 
hluff called Termination Point. II is, because of its unspoiled beauty and proximity to 
the city of Kodiak. a favorite hiking and recreation area of people in this area. An old 
cabin at Termination Point, a historic military remnant from the second World War. has 
housed for many years a log book containing many entries from visitors from all over 
the country and from all over the world, extolling the pristine beauty of this area. From 
the wooded cliffs of Termination Point one can observe an abundance of wildlife at 
sea and the forest is fuii of game trails. 

This unique natural area is owned by the Leisnoi Native Corporation. which, 
because of urgent financial needs. has slated this area for logging in 1995. Now a 
more immediate threat has developed. since one of Leisnoi's creditors (Koncor Forest 
Products) may have the right, according to news reports on radio KMXT in Kodiak, to 
harvest the timber as early as September 1994. 

I feel personally and as the vice president of Kodiak's Audubon Society that the 
Termination Point area needs urgent protection as a unique natural area for the 
preservation of its natural diversity and the great recreational value for the local 
inhabitants and the many visitors to this area. Funds from the Exxon settlement could 
be properly applied for the purchase of this fairly small acreage. I hope that the 
Council will take a careful look at this situation and will help in the preservation of this 
area. 

Sincerely, 

Hans U. Tschersich 

) 

.. "\ 
. ) 

•...._-/ 



) 
.Box 970 

907- 1{?6 - 619,'? 

September 1, 

Dear Exxon Oil Spill Trustee Council: 

I strongly urge you to choose Termination Point in Kodiak for small parcel 

acquisition. 

Termination Point is pristine, prime wildlife habitat, making it a perfect 
candidate for parcels enhancing wildlife recovery. It is also the single 
most popular hiking area in Kodiak. For most new arrivals to Kodiak, their 
first hike is out to Termination Point. That was true for me when I moved 
to Kodiak in 1987; I fell in love with the area and have hiked there 

) frequently at all times of the year 
.j 

On my many hikes in that area I have seen deer, beaver, land and sea 
otters, sea lions, ermine, squirrels, marbled murrelets, gulls, and 
countless other species of birds. I have seen. sign of bear. but luckily have 
never run into one out there. Just as importantly, I usually encounter 
other hikers enjoying this unique area. The comments I read in the log in 
the cabin near the point echo the joy, relaxation, and recreation one gains 
traveling through the Sitka spruce forest and along the ocean coast. And. 
on those less than frequent sunny days in Kodiak, I have taken some great 
naps at the end of the trail, out on the point. 

No amount of money gained by logging this area could equal its value to 
Kodiak residents and visitors in recreation and habitat. It is a prime 
tourist attraction, especially in this time of ever increasing "eco
tourism" in our community. 

Using oil spill settlement money to acquire this parcel is a small 
investment that will proved an excellent, continuing return to our 
community. That is not much to ask for after the devastating effects of 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill on our island. 

S~. J-_L 
Mike Sirofchuck 0 
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Stacy Studebaker Box 970 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 1/ f3 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

To whom it may concern, 

Kodiak, AK 99615 

9/3/9 4 

!Ri [g©~OW~ ~ 
SEP 0 G 1994 L 

EXXON VALDG OIL SPil 
-.·nl'AT~'" r·(\"'11'" : n J0,tc: ·-n .. U!\,;!~ 

Enclosed are two articles from the Kodiak Daily Mirror which both pertain 
to the Termination Point parcel ( Case # KAP120). I would appreciate it if 
you would include them in the file for the trustees to review. 

\ Thankyou. 

j 

Sincerely, 

) 

1 



California 
quake 
poses no. 
tsunami 
threaf· 

The Tsnnami Warning· Center 
in Palmer called off. a watch 
about8:3D this morning when an · 
·earthquake off the coast of 

,. No~em California appeared to 
cause no worrisome tide fluctua
tions. 

:. The earthquake registered 6.8 
~9ri.the ~chter scale. Its epicen- · 
te~ was ,255 ·miles northwest of 
san:FrancisCO:.·· . . .· 

_:.·'There WRsn 't any potential" 
.for a tsunami,· said Tom 
-Sokolowski, Tsunami Warning 
·center chief .. 
·;However,' the center went on 
W~tch'ar,yway, monitoring tide,: 
·gauges and checking reports from ·· 
tide -stations in California. . 

crew found na.·signifiCant 
. t. ,.!S in 'the tide Patterns, 

·:.Which is exactly what we ex
pected," Sokolowski said: 

·. · .The,.center. issu"es an evacua~ 
tion ·warning fOr all earthquakes 
over 7.1 on the Richter scale .. 

For sizable eartliqu3kes belO\'f 
that magnitude, ·the center moni
tors tide reports but does not is
sue a ~ing unless its neces
sary • 

. 6-i.KODIAK DAILY. MIRROR_:_TIIliRSDAY; SEPTEMBER 1, !994 

:,:.~-·.,-;;,\-.~ -··.,:· ":~"-' .. " .. , -... ·,', .. :::··_·t·~·~:-... r ...... 
,:,;; ··. ' '!For many· years, hik~rs have' written their comments 
,' ""'•j and observations in a logb.oo~, _kep~·in .a.n empty 
· v 1 cabin at the end· of theTermmatton Pomt.tratt'-

. : . • . . ·."•.'" !' . . . . 

--·---. ..; ... ,. 

5. State evacu~ 
ates second 
village . 

. Dancer waltzes ·10 onto cross 
country 
varsity. 
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Hivalfactlons,c,\. 
trade allegations 

. By JOHN PFEIFER 
·.Mirror Writer 

· Uiwsuits are flyifig faSter than 
· wood -c~ips _at a Native Corpora~ 

tion-oWned logging ftrm in Ko- .-
diak. .· 

Woody Island Timber .. COm-. 
pany Inc. and its pai'ent .firrii,'·· 
Leisnoi Inc., are both plaintiffs aild 
defeildants',.in·a.raft of Iigal.'m.o-: 

·.lionS filed recently in Kodiak arid · 
J1,nChoraSe. . - • 

·While the <c~~o~:un~.~~~~~~~\~~i workers ilrid s 

u 

·1n· :tegaL.b.·a·~~~.l.e 
p·laiees den~ .the ~harg~.,. · ·· .. : ··· the company":· 

Others, in tum, haYe raised Zmiroff admitS he opened a feW 
questions about Zharofr s alleged ', avenues f9r Leisnoi btitsay~ he did 
use or his senate. position to se~ nolhing\yrong._ . 
c;ure certai!1 conSiderations far· "It wasn't ~nything more,'or ·· 

. . ··,,;·· 

,---~~~~~~ 

.•. -;· 

...... 
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l~KOD~JLY MIRROR-FRIDAY, AUGUST 19,1994 .... '-·" - . ··- .', ''· . ·' .. 
'•''••"I'":'• • .... ·. 

L(;)i~Qpi~ · ---- ··, /_:_:.f_T_-__ h_ e_ re_ 's_ n_ o. ·_q· ues_tion th __ a_t_we'_ll_ be Continueclfront Page_ 1). ... . _ . . .. _ ... · ... _ . _ . . _ 

1-!ow it all began . _. . in court for a long, long while.' 
Leisnoi. got into the logging · 

ousiness on May_ 11;·1993; when - .-· · · letsnl?l a Horney Edgar PaUl .Boyko 
it forined W0ooy Island Timber --"--'-"---'--"-'-'' ·c:·,c·:...:·:.c-.:.;· ··.:_;c;_~-~-'-'-;-'-'--"-----""-----'-
Company., ... ~! ·-:·., _ 

Dyan . .Q:.maway was· general· license, J..eisnoi a~ {ppay EJ:'C. . in the" minutes," Plank said: 
manageiofLei.SJ'IPi at the time, and_.,_ 53 percent' of all revenues from lhe After2bar0ffleft the WOOdy Is~· , . 
amem~o[j_rsboardofdiiectors.-.:· sal!? of 'the logs. Nter-E'(C·had .land Timl?efboanl"in February, he,~ 

Conaw!ly said she_ was ask:ed.to , ~ived_$3_00,000 .. il_l net·profits, and_ the other dissidents began a 
take over. as ~anager .in OctOber futu(e,proceeds_ woUld_ ·go.·. to , Ca.mpai&n·to .. take -control of the .'1, 
1993, after the_ previous mimager; .. Leisnoi. : . _., . ·: .... · bOard.· 
Michael Pagano, was dismissed., .. ,, · .Pians.call~ for the.Jogs w.be .•. Allegations of'. 

At the time,Leisnoi'stotpOratc;o;. iransported by,tru,J<,to-aifreight.. 'f"rn·'a·n· c''r'a.'J' __ ·_; " .. ··.· ·.·.•,·_ , 
· hbadquarters were ·m·;_Anchorage:;.':, ter'minal, i~J:Wome:~§ ~ay·~ just' ._., .. ~ ::· 

They didn't m~ve,to l<odiak·until,:: ,south of l<odiak, ,_,,:,,.,,,:, ... ,.,.,.,.,,: mismanagement .•. ,_, .. , 
· :April. 19.94 ... .::. 1:·~:~r-.:·::~:,:;.-:·.:.:, ·~ ~;tiV:.· ' . .Two .. oth~r ~omiJ3.!li~,\Seapon ,,_ Zh ff 'd h' .· · ' , 

.. :-:'~I _was livin~·!ri".the vall~y;a~:tlte· · ·. Tenn!n~l_::Ser:v!ces:and,..~:\llcail-.; for ~tin~ to c~~n:~d=~ 
ume ... ·.and..Lstarted commg·:mto./. Company,.-.would·store the·logs·:· _ h. N ? ...... g .... •.- P_ 
the. ffi · (i- An·:·h · ) h ·ld- · ··- · d tli · h' tli -· Af' ·ak· 1 :- au e auve co~rat10n was a 
. • . o 1~e· .. 11:'!."·:. c ~rag~ .to. __ Q .· _::' an .. er.t. ~- lp r~.w_:.:.· .9.~: .· ._s_:.·,· "cOnCern ilboUt·_liriruiCiai·expeOdi-:''~ 
--~~~-~~;:ft:t~~:t~:~~~ga~~-~~--; ian~~ ·b·~g~ ~hi;~-~~~ .. ~6~ij ~~(-tur~ -~-~ a~~Ou~ta-~!lity~"-.:· : :~ · ,~:~~-, 

·- 'd ·.~·.:.":. '·· · · ····. · ·-·· '·ed· · · 'd -···th-tli · · ··a1 Thoseconcemsweredescnbed 
saJ ,,~. · .. ,, . 1 :~.=~::~··: 1;:1,:. . urn tocomc1 e,w, e'anw . ·d ··i. ·· L · ·· ·., t"j'· 'f994''' 

· ·.•We had tO ·fi&ure out a Way to ·, of a freighter that~~dy _ _' wO~Jd. ·. m e
1
ta.1 }~~.h~•hsn~n ~ 1~1edY · .. -

11
-:. 

ak · "· -h be'li -1-- 1 f , ak newseu.er,w IC wasmru lOa n: e some money m a urry to au mg ogs rom A1ogn to 'f Lc' ., 330 h · h ld 
keeP. the. corpo!'3tion going, Since .' . .Japan·;. ""t ·' . .._. ~· ~ ... · -, · ... &.·~ . ..: ., --~ 0 . 1 ~n01 §· .~- <l!~ o. e~s .... , 
all ofoil£1_imd haS'been._ti¢'up· ._:. : \_·, SeaiilSka .. Tiffiber cohJofatiOn'·.: ... Z~aJ?f~ ~~~~~ ~~ .n?v-'~.1-~tt~r:;;t:, .: . 
for.all.th~,Years- (sehsidebar). ·agreed to aCt as middleman, buy- · compJ!auon ~tten;bY ~everal 
. "I ·started' ri&ht. awaY: trying lO.: .· ing the logs- frOrri, Wood)'· Island· . board member~, ~cl':Jdmg hunsel( .. ~ .. 
·work out th'rs lo£.giilg t.tiing,".. Timbcr·af1d·then· marketing them-- · ll.says .. ~t, dunng the m?nthof .. · 
Conawayscid."'';O· · abroad. · June, an mfonn~_financ1al and· .. 

"~ybrri!}ler-in~lnw;StanO!scn, . Sealaska:·gaVe ETC a $500,(X)() managemc.n~ re~Je.w was .c~n-,: 
OO.d been involved in logging and . cash advance lO ·cover initial ex.- : ducted by LcJsm;n. drrcclOrs ,tyfikc 

I · . 1 · · ·AI ka Oi · · ·E-TC ieed-" · • • ·" th Waller FredZharoffandEdward,• s: ecuve oggmg m · as , . -·.-·. penses. · ag lO repay e · · ,:· · .. · · · · .. · ·- . ·. .:-'-
.. egan :and :washingtan··for·:z·s .Joan: a:· bit'at:a: time· aS th'C:logS. 'Yru:d· ·~· .. :.. . ·. ·: -... ;:· -·~t.;.:. ·I:. 

;ears.-·•.: (.:. ·;·1:.. :.··.: · .·:, w6t~delivered.·;·;,· .. : .. d;l ..... Thenew.~~etterSl!;YS~t:.rexi~~::: 
·selectiVe.loggin'g is an altem:i~ ~ Rou'ghly a half-dozen SUch' ship- uncovered. _gross mJsuse and non-· .. 

l.!ve to. cleai"~cutting .. ll rerrioves ments were made._,:"'-'' . ... . ' accounta~Hhty of c~rpo~te ;funds 
older, inature trees,·while leaving' Zharoff;·Who was· riamed·to· · ~9 ~tcards by Q..clSilOI).em- ·_. 
'tllpst'Ofthe fofeSt'siariding. - · Woody'Isl<ihd Timl:>C;•s· bOard of Pi?,yees.. . h ·:. .. ; ··, , 

.,Olsen atld a friend of his, David direclOrs shortly after the corpora· · _., ... :. Som~ of 1• e Irl';P.~pneu~ ~- ; 
"Zcke" Smith; foqned a corpora- tion fon:ne:d. said he be&nn toques. ~o.vered .. mclu~e (but are not hm- i 
· alledE · · ialT' be. -- th · · · fth- · JtedlO)excessiVepayrolladvances, llQnc ... , nylOO!i:ffi~n _ ,!?,1. f.. Uo_n e_piOV!Si011SO .. econ~~,t ..... :: :{heth ds fd II (:· 

Company(ETC),anQ ma~eap~o- almosL-lmmediatcly. :.~;::\-~ : .. :_._;::·=:~·' . . m ousan. .o. o ars, use o ,\ 
posal to do-selective logging On "At that time thC:gioUp in corporatecreditcardsfor~rsonal., 
~e__d_aLCa e c;harge (o.f.l&isnQu.board) had use; use of ~orporate crcdit.cards •. 

Chiniak::;.8b'o'ut. 45. road-mil~s ··-sOme problemS With the qllestiOn'S · fiby _una,ulhon:ds·~emdployees, tms~- ·;~ 
southcistOf'KOclllik:: · . we were asking,".Z.harofESaid. · ICJen recor U?· oc~e~ ~mr- · 

. :"w~; liked)tiO,.idea of keeping In February, Le~Oi~S. diri:ctorS, . c~. slOnewallmg LeJSI\01 drrec· 
oUr fOi~·Si!3fi(f rilaking eriough , who dCte'ITnine the:makeuP' of the· lO~ · ~tt;~t l_O 6acces~ co~r: money tO keep goiflg," Co~way ~ ·woocty.Island Tirilber bOard~ ·re. :sbsu Sl . ~~;mmu~n,an loy 
said. · · · : movc'd Zharoff and· Dave Imus ur~men ° oans ~mp -

So, Woody Island Timber · (anothermemberwhowas8sking' ees WI~~~~ board know edge or 
signed a one-year logging license, questions) from th_e bo_ard_ ;iharoff · apThprov · 

1 
ttc "An • 

.-. 'thETC c "d · .. ·.· .. · _·.,:,.-.··. enewsc rsays, mves-

u 

m con~ct, W1 • onaway ~ ~ .·:· ·· : · · · !,:-· :... · ligation by the proper authorities · 
said. . Donna Plank, former secretary . d d · th · L---...:.....:.....:.. 

·Smith and OLin began felling and treasurer for Woody· Island ~ ~n trway ~. e~~mne .e ex.-· 
tirilber in 'July 1993. Timber and office manager for . nA!o wk "'sng omTg. k · ! • • 

.. · tarted OK .. c Le' · II diff . as a tate roopcr spo es- audit,_beingconducted byl..eisnoi. · · it. We're kind of waiting tci S( 

.. Il s out • onaway .lSilOI, te 5 a erent story.·· ·man .Steve Wilhelini confirms "If the auditisdone;and the out- · what happenS with this il).vestig: 
smd. She say_s Zharoff suffered-from LrOOpcrs did begin an investigation· come shows something. to be tion by _the troopers. I think we' 

"Then it began to become cl~ a ·:~ip V~n !"inkle" effect: . "based On a:<:omplaint by a coup!d wrong, we will. investigate .fur- going to be c. I~ of any wron; 
thattheagrecmentwemadewasn t He didn.t wake up unl!lthe f(Le' ")bo•M · ber "It' d · 

ki , h 'd ·· · tarted · . , PI k o ISnOI .u.u mem s. IS ther,'~ Wilhelmi sai., doing," Plank said. 
w~: ng, s esru · , k m~~ey s commg m,' an 'beingconductedbytheWhiteCol-; The former emploYees of The third fanner Leisnoi e~ 
·. The percentages weren l war · sru · · .. Jar Crime mvisionofthc trooper's Ldsn_.oi flatly deny L"leallega_~ons. _ployee, Chti:ryl Hoitnleyer, at., 

irig, and they were getting farther "Some of these things he's ac- C ·m· 11 csu· 0- B rca . · · · · 
and farther in the hole," Conaway cusing us of as Woody Island Tim- rw' .'lnhal n.v .... :dg? onu"at u. . Fonner CEO Conaway .sru4 that .denies the allegations. . . .. 

· . be ffi h ed h'. If. 1 e m1 ,:)<1.1 mves g ors are: she, for one, rcceivCd no p<iyroll ''They don't want to listen. smd. ro 1cers, eapprov 1mse, .- . · .. 0. , th ults fan· dances -- · · · · · · - · • th · · t' · ··t· 
Under the terms of the.logging ratified at a board meetin_ g_ .. · .. _-l_t's all now wru pg _~or. e res 0 . ' a. v . · ··. ·. . any9ne s ~U?.ry, . ~y Jll:S Vf<1;0.: 

Conaway said use of the corpo-. take what_tliey see and go With i 
, · ;· • .-. ·.' .. ,. t · ·• · -~-" • , , • · : ,.. rate credit card "Wasapproveddur· Ha:luneyer sal~ .. · · 
H islOrY~ only laWy~r crnz;·~n~uih to take Leisnoi has·now filed a suit of , ingar\d after(the)move to Kodiak .. 
· Continued from !'agel the case." their own in Kodiak Superior I ~n~-~ this Pl'<\Cti_ce·in lDn:-)?9~; .. : .• Jne·~uJII~Q.?.ll':' _ _rec~ll;; 

.. , .. •-· · - . ·:They- retuincd to·: the,:O'nginal ~-.CoUrt. It saYs Sci-aunan is using All:··:::· C~?n~es_· w~-~~...r_epal~_._::._._,_:_:··:The tak~veratLcisnoi was, 

~1~~~;::: :::~ ~~:~, r~:r:;~.r~i:~~-0ra":~ ~~ ;.~3~t:~J:Gr:~~:: ~l~~;~:~J~~~~!~Ji,~}i~~~~~~;-~jir-~~-:~tt~:: 
conveyed,_ Koniag and Leisnoi Str'Jtnian posed the same argu- : lived ·on' the~ land so lm1g, he has access to .corp?mte icCo~ds:~·-:.: ::·::.::;:~·:::.z}ii'f.~'r(Uild: Ed:\t/prcf.'.W( 
demerged, __ splittilig_the land ment he did in 1976 __:, Leisnoi '.'_the·.ri&ht to usejt_ri·nyway.;he ·'"'qe.preyious~d:~~:)"'~r~~;/·eJeCtfd:u{thebcafdiriMaicli.l9! 
rights: LeiSnoi i'eceivect the sui-- . ' 'was never a village. .. ·'' Wants. ~ . ing together to_~eep I:eisnoi &oirlg'.: :· : ·:stiO~Y. thereafter; they t>egar 
face, Kol).iag- the subs~ ace. And just like .in 1976; the court Antoinette an·d James Bunon, The~ was no mtem10nal- ~ng~ .organizearecall of board memb 

Since Stratman settled with. diSmissed the case. · · whi:dOined· Stratmari. in his 1976 doing. There w~re mistakes, j~_t · ;. ConiiW<iY ·and. w'alter Sargent. 
Koniag, hb ·received the subsur- Again,- Stratman appealed to daim but later, dropped ·~ut,: are , ·as anyone makes, but e;;ch had the :.. n 1erecan waS schedu!OO torn 
face rights,· which were of little circuit court, where th_e case now also ip. colllt again. . · ' . best in~er:st ~f the S~!lf~h?lder~ ~ ::.·.'p(ac_e:·-·:at a: s{:iecial memberst 
use to him as· a rancher.· . , waits for oral ai"gufnents. :. ··:~They· want tWo small tracts of first pnomy. . .- •· .;··· :meeting June'4:- . 

Leisnoi i'efu.Sed lO convey the:-,. Ironically, Stratman will nm get .. IIDld on ~hich theY·.~'ave &razed :Donna Plank agrees., . . ..\. ·: · .. Jn -response, Conaway and c 
surface: .... : .· -,. · . . · any land or money even if. he horses sinCe 1978. . "It was all accounL:OO for. It was ·e'fs staited tlieir'oWn recall effl 

·Straunaii~_filed suit again, thls wirls. · The continUing. court battles all on _th_~· geni::ral.ledge_r,'~--~lanl(.': of.Zhaicifraitd.Ward.'. .· 
time in the"Sta.'tf::.courL:He won.·:· . Ho}Vever,Schncidersayshiscli- have been expensiVe for Leisnoi said. · . · . · · · .· .. · .. ':We said We'd do.i't at the.S<l 
,: K0ni3g' ari~ i.eisnof:iippeal¢: · : _ e.nt does.not want land. He-wants .and hav~.-Yirtually locked up ~IS· . :_ ''Th.ere w~re. ~ Ia~-. ?f 11_10Y,~ng···: ~eeting t6 savemo.~y/' Cona\ 

·The State·~supreme _Cri~:I?Ver· Sf the;J:igh~~to make his initial claim laflCI.' ~;- · ·· , costs mvol.vC.d: m. movmg Ule<,p.f- ::sa:ld -,: .; _:- :· :' -:· ... : 
turned the.IOwercourt~S deciSion ---\thatLeisn.<Ji is a bogus village; . Settling them is job: one fo~in- fi~ to Kodiak: .'It· had-~ ·a:.~--~: :,~·'·A~' ~SJaiiY ~aPPens ·at s 
in 1992;·.ruljn8 that su:a,~:·.,~·. "If h(.~~t hav.e his 18,!XX>.; .. terim CEO fred Zharoff,,;.who ~onzedbyaprev_I?~-l>?arO_me~:-;~·;:.l;~feetings,~o~toftJ:tcvot~wc 
should biiv<:.·. Seen· the demeiger · acres, then he ought to have his · prediCted in· the'·cOmpafiy'_s July ber who was president apd c~- __ ·.be cast'by.prOxy, or writtenaul 
comlng. ·.-. · ' ·. . .. · ' ·._lawsuit bac.k,'' S~hneider ~d. newsletter, "I also see us settling · man at the time;".Plank said;'··· /•·:~:=riiliiO'nS: sent in by .sharellOl! 

·Since -the· deciSion, Stratman If Schneider and Stratman sue- those court cases ·which have Depcndirg on the outcon:te of who couldn't auend the meeti1 
has bifed: a·. flew attorciey, cecd, the U.S. government will get · been hanging over our heads and th~:inves.tig~tion, PI~ ~.id sh? .. : "The bylaws SW:tcd that, in 
Sctmeid~; who Calls himself~'the the land. holding us back for so long." · may consider a la.wsmt of her own. der fora director to be recalled, 

· "I'vetalked to an attomeyabou~ · ·See ~esnoi, Pnge 15 
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the expense br what it would take lustraled earlic.r this week, when 
lO have the 1

1

cOl_U"IS finally decide Kodiak's public radio station, 
whether the ncllon on June 4 was . KMXT-FM, aired a portion of a 

~d lO have at least 51 percent of valid or not," Zharoff said. tape recording made at the Aug. 4 
shareholders of the ou!Stand- The group decided to return . Leisnoi board meeting. 

1.11g shares," Conaway said. Conaway and Sargent lO the board Zharoff .was heard to say, "I 
Although Zharoffs side beat and give them back the office, don'tknowhowwe'regoingtoget 

Conaway's side in tennsofthe to- · Zharoff said. out of these financial obligations 
tal number of, proxies returned, Plank' said she and the other . we have, We're using up a lot of 
·'neither side had the 51 percent employees were' surprised at what goodwill. 
required by the bylaws," Conaway : dley found- orrathei', didn't fmd · · :~r tell you, I'm usJng up a lot of 
said... -When they returned. goOdwill, myself, and my pOsition 

"So, when We got lO the njeei-·. ~·we got back in the office and'· there with the state . 
.ing, Ed Ward· said he wanted lO there we're a lotofdocumeniS miss- '~A lot of thes~ things we would 
change theag~'ICJa,'.' s.he said ... ' . : · ingl' Plank·said; doi::wneniS that. not be getting-- we would not be 

She and the others objCcted~ ·would help disProve the charges··, geujng-con,sideration if I was.no't;. 
·Because it was ·a. special meeting, . lt;vied against Plank and the other . in the senate. That's come up sev~ .. 
· they said, Only Ori~ subj~t:could · e.inployees._ ·, ·:,. 1;:.•· ·?··· ·'.· · eral times," Zharoffsaid. . .: .. 
be cfiscuSsed: the recall. · .. ,.,,·,:. Plank said some of the missing -"co:nsidera'tion from, w~om,":. 

· .:. 'Thete·Was-an· attoiney'preserit · files "shoWed'up magiCalty·on our someorie asked. · 
who iold him it couldn't be done," · doOrstep one night, but there ·was "From the peOple we have to 
Conaway said.· . . . $till a lot missing.". deal with lO get breaks, lO get a!-
. Despite that .advice, they went Zharoff admiiS documeniS were .. low~ces. . · 
·.ah:ad V.:i~ the. motion, Conaway ·remoVed from the office for two "I mean, this has been an asset 
sauL· ·'' or three days- during a brief It's been pointed out several 

Ward amended the agenda lO · power failure--:- but says every- times," Zharoffsaid. 
include~ proposed change to the thing was returned. "I can ralk: to state. agencjes. I 

·corporate bylaWs, one that would Zha'roff's group eventually can get into the commissioner's 
. modify ·the way the recall Vote · gained control o( the cOrpoffiti~n. office. I can talk to some of the 

would be counted. June 30, after incumbent board .people that are in !!harge of some 
"He wanted lO amend the by- member Dave Buckley resigned. ·.of these logging companies, be

laws lO say that you didn't'have lO Zharoff and the others were able Qluse- they have lO come·back and 
have 51 percent of the sharehold- · to_ get one of their·own nOminees,· they.haVeiodeal with mCiateron," 
ers vote lO recall a direclOr, ypu · Many Shuravloff, elccted·lO the· he said: · 

:. '1;mly had to have '51 percent of the· board, using proxies left over from . I.;tter,Zharoff added,."! mean, I 
sharesrepresentedatthe'meeting,",. the.March.I2meeting; · · don't ca11 up.and S<iy that this is. 

. Conaway'said. · · · · . •. · . . · ·.· Fred ZharoiT; executive officer of· ' ·· •· · · Sen:'Fred Zharoff/:· 
"Hemadetltemotion,gotsome- Abuse of power? Leisnoio" lca!).:up and say;·:rm ;;:·•,;:: ··'<,.· 1', ., ·•· 
1y to ~~~d it and ~ed for . Zharoff, Who is betw~n ses- -SenalOr,Zharoff,can I speak to so- ,~·'I:tlel!en -:vas filed undera,little- · creditors have p.ut in all of this 

. ,' quesuo~, Conaway, sat d. S!Ons of the Ala:>ka Legtslatwe, ' an~-so. ' '. : ' . ' ' . . ' known .~01} ofth~ ~~Stat: 1! work over,all of these months n. 
-::·The mo~~np~•''·., : .-·-· :~ says-.f!lejob ,qf .mterim ,CE<:? at. J \ That.sreaUr.abusJ~gthiSJ?Ower > urpsre~fltlng_commen::ial umbe: •. ~.now'it'S pa)rda' · afid Leisnoi-has 

· ~Conaway an~ Sar~eil;t:·yere,re·; 1 Lei~?i,has,had}ittle or no impact l ~ li!~e b1~ but u s gew~g us m ~.d ~~ ~c.u~~~· .·;, \. , . ~), cut·us Orr .. Wi~efsh'am sJ.id .. -" ·~:J 
·.:1.' ~~moved from th~ boaid 1:. at l~t,,, 1 on his senate wsition. · { It'ssgettmg us some results," Tha:t' law reqmres ~court to j'J. . Let'sn'o':'s' 'a·,;:. .. .'m"ey·· ..,..dgar''p''a'''/ l '.' ~'t:th• • 'bein•'•h ... , •''·'"''"~~'•w ~·· ,- • ' 'Zh'' ff''•dfJ.• •-~">' '\ ,~,.,~ 'th •• 0 )"'ih'~.!'' ~ <V ,,J:: U 
'~- ,.,,or eume, g.,.,.~. .. ,;, ···~ 1 -'i·~As complaints or.concems \ aro sat."' '· ·•• •• · .. • ·appomt~·Wl out nouc,;a, uu•. Bo "o' ·ees' 't so'm hat d'tf'c 'La th ..•. ·. h' . C , /•'• . . . ' T-;. h kedifth " . " h _,, , YN, s t ew '' r-

~ ter atsamemg t, onaway comein,wehafl.dlethemfrommy · L.,.Qter,w en as etape~as lpany ..... receJv.er, w o kUI,es con-;, entl • ·' . . · 
scp~.th: new mana~ went to the:;· oth~ of~ce," z~Br9ff ~d; ,','~ ~:: · ! anjiC~urate repn~ntation of what :-II:? I ?( th: logs. "In this: case, the'··. J; says ETC'~ ·li~~ is "lOtally 
·Leisnoi office and ·changed the · · Leisnoi is currently advertismg . he 5ald at the m(:etmg,Zhai'offre-, .receiVer. was th~ DepErtment of.· ·us·'fied.. d sa · Le' · 'II 
I ks. ' ' ' ' ' \ i'ed "Prob bl th' b ' p bl' g:.r: • llnJ u I , an YS ISnOI WI 0: · , . •- forape~~entq~,Bl!~~3;fO}f t.P'., . ~ ?'!- ~~~sgo yso. _u IC <Uety. . r.·~'·ignoreiL" '-. ....• - .,. ~::' •. 
, 'They, more o.r less, !OOk o~er hOJX;S he, or s~e, wil! pe hired oo:- : ql}l,~Y at meetmgstliaf: a lot qf.. ~· On ~uly 8, howev~, \tie parttes • "We'rebasically Starting a brand 

:~e ~ffice," ~Ofl:Bwarsrud.. . . . :..fore fa)l .. .J"·l .• . . . . .. . • : th.e.~me--: yo~dOI).'t.~JZe wha,t ._'.~~'~.settl~ ~e_d1sp~,at least:.' new 6 · iat,ion," Bo kO said::·· .. .' · 
;~J~edays later, on June 13, the If anything, ZQaroffsays, bemg 1 y~u .. re saymg .. , : . . . . . ·: tempc>J'?f.I_!Y· .... ·:. . .~ . . zh~rrCOOrtffiJS~·ta rieW cOri- · ·_ 

new managem~npe~m hf:i~_ a ... a S!-Bte s~n~tor has_ ma_de things : :'?/~_en ~ked d. hts acqons reallY.,.:.: .. ·.~~Q~~g ~? .. a.s_LIP.t.t~~.~r. ~led tractOr;· BCn A. TiiOITiaS' In'C., be~: · 
change of heart. .. ; . . . ·easier for-h1m·at Le1sno1• ··do consutute an abuse of power, With the court; the parteS agieed g , 11. · ;; bcr ,·.ch· ···ak , 

'"Rath than • thro h 'tti . 'Zh . ff 'd. "N ·r reall d ' . fth I bi h' """ an 1c mg ... m a 101 wo i . er _ ~o~g U¥ WJ. . Hs>w ~e uses his position. was iJ-· i .. ~o. ~ .~:.- o, Y '· on t. o , e ogs. :s .~P"'"":'::;;.o/eeks ago.,;::·_ ....... ,. .: , ~·: .. , ... 
. . . .. . . .. . '·Ll1!fl~SO. Islanddunr:gthell!St.• .. -.. :•"fO"ihC · -i ·-- · · 
! ....... ;;. . ··•;:• .~.?1 .,.,. . .,. \It.wasn'~anything · keeping 

.. · •• :. •'-1·' 

. L.:ogs fe.lled by ETC walt In SeaPort's storage yard· at 
·. \yomens Bay. No one can touch them· until thEi_ co.urts 

sort otit the competing legal claims. ·· 

mbmh 
at Seapon Termi- · 

Services yery nCIVous. . 
. :seaport's General Manager, 

·. Dale, Heath,, exPlained jUst hqw 
. n~ivotis in a cOUn affidavit: 

. "On June 9, I was informed by.''. 

·certain Leisnoi Inc. shareholders ~~;-~~:~i~~~i:g:~~~~~f~~ ::~~~;~;1~~~~~~(~?~~~1 . thatLeisnoi Inc. was experiencing 
.a chimge: in. leadership on iiS board 

.. of dire\: tors and t11at the likelihood 
: of ETC being able to pay Seapcift 

and Vulcan Company Inc. Was not 
prorilising." 

u. : ~ince the beginning of opera-
:.:tii:ins.·Under Seapon's agreement, 
'Bff had not paid a Single bill, .. 
:Heath wrote; · . . . logs felled by ETC: 

·i .;· firrC's ou!Stanc;ling balan'ce, aS ofi/.; .,Wickersham .said ·he req~e,;tfid. {!:~''[)i!~ 
;)une 1, was $93,890.02: -~ · ,. -···· ·· tlie·lien' .. '.'Only:·wprotect 
!·(; ~~~Due lO t11e fluX and instability ·creditors," all the logging subcon
~~ofl.eisnoi Inc.,nnd the inability lO tractors· D.rid suppliers IVhO :ad
. 'get: paid by,.E'{C and .th.c uncer- -.• :v.an~ gqods or servi.ccr. · 
: tainty has ',tO whether SeapOrt · ..,:"In ordef foorr .. ,:th~e,~m;0~tot1J·: ~:~~; ~·~~,~~~~·.~~~; :. Would ever get paid;t'filed, and· . lhe.r6riaining Ic exaCtlY. what :we want~· 

had· recorded; a lio~n on the subjeCt·;: be:'t'ransponedt but we· realiY:~·i:Jon 't. have 
·logs," Heath wrote.· . ·"In other words, ETC and .jt.i;' .- much choiCe." · · · 
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Cheryl L. Merriman 
P. 0 Box 1155 
Kodiak, AK 99615 

September 9, 1994 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 40 I 
Anchorage, Alaska 99 50 I 

To Whom It May Concern: 

C; · i3S<! 

I am writing to express my feelings that Termination Point on Kodiak Island should be preserved. 
This area is very unique in that it is an area close to the road system that families can go for nature 
walks, picnics, ice skating in the winter and use as a great recreation area. 

I myself took a class at the college on "Edible Plants of Alaska" and it was to Termination Point 
that our instructor, Stacy Studebaker, took us to find these plants in their natural settings. I was 
not aware of what a scenic area this was until this trip. I have since recommended it to others as a 
great place to go for a hike and take their families. 

With this letter I am therefore asking that you consider this parcel as one to be preserved. 

Sincerely, 



Diana Holt 
P. 0. Box 3484 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 

September 9, 1994 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 40 I 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

To Whom It May Concern: 

It has been brought to my attention that there is a possibility of Termination Point being logged 
and destroyed of its natural beauty. I would therefore ask that you consider this area as one of 
the parcels that you select for preservation. 

I have walked the trails at Termination Point many times and have enjoyed the natural beauty and 
rare plants in that area. It would be a shame to loose this area that serves as a recreational release 
for so many of the local residents of Kodiak. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

/\ -
'.___j____) [(\..ALA'<._ f / /' L 

. I r.-X__-1 

Diana Holt 

,.·; . 
. ' 

. '.-

1994 

'':\· "".:,..::: 
. ~ . 

- __ _/ 



Traci L. Beinart 
P 0 Box 2287 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 

September 9, 1994 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 40 I 
Anchorage, .AJ< 9950 I 

To Whom It May Concern: 

•' • I 

' _; -:-~ 

With this letter I wish to ask that you consider Termination Point on Kodiak Island as one of your 
parcels to be preserved. This area is very accessible as a recreational area for the people of 
Kodiak. I would hate to see the old timber cut for lumber and the beauty of the area destroyed 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Traci L. Beinart 



) 
September 14, 1994 

l 1i i99L 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Truscee Council 
Restoracion Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

To whom it may concern, 

·: ~- _: .. · 

I have lived in Kodiak for 6 years and have been a 
biologist/naturalist for the same amount of time. Recently many of 
my favorite hiking, bird watching and general recreating areas have 
been sold for logging and private subdivisions. Most of the land 
along the road system is native owned and can be developed. 
Termination Point is one of the most beautiful, 1ush, tree lined 
sections along the road system. It is home to a variety of plant 
and animal life (some of it rare-orchids, marbled murrelets) . It 
also provides year round recreational opportunities for residents 
as well as visitors alike. (On a typical Kodiak day-rain and wind) 
one can find refuge under the hugh Sitka Spruce and because of the 

~ varied habitat one is always able to view wildlife. 
J 

._/ The entire Termination Point coastline was oiled as a result of the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989 and hardened oil has been found by 
various visitors along the beaches during this summer (1994). 

By purchasing Termination Point a number of precious habitats will 
be protected for use by recreational, historical, rare and varied 
wildlife and plantlife. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, Susie Byersdorfer 

·-... 
' ... , 
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Date: September 16, 1994 

To: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

From: Robin Schaeffer 
P.O.Box 2133 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 
{907} 487-2765 

Re: Termination Point Acquisition 

This letter is to express my support of the acquisition of the Termination 
Point property in Monashka Bay, Kodiak, Alaska. I encourage the council to 
expend funds to purchase and protect this area, one of the few forest systems 
of any size accessible from the road side. Lesnoi, in the past, has allowed 
public access for school, nature and private groups to enjoy forest 
ecosystems. Our community values and uses Termination Point extensively as a 
trail system and for related recreational and academic purposes. 

As a person who has occasion to travel frequently in the states of Washington 
and Oregon, it grieves me to anticipate timber and/or gravel harvest of the 
magnitude common to these states on the Kodiak road system, or within the 
archipelago at all. 

Please, consider my opinion as you approach your final decision regarding 
Termination Point acquisition. 

Sincerely,, 

/{hb~- 5cJAJUJlft---, 
Robin Schaeffer 0 U 
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KODIAK ISLAND MEDICAL ASSOCIATES 

BRAD BRINGGOLD, M 0 • FAMILY PRACTICE 

1818 EAST REZANOF DRIVE • KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 !907) 486-6065 or 486·3 1 7:7 ;" '.' :\ · : '; ·. 

September 21, 1994 

Mr. Jim Ayers, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Coun- "· 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

re: habitat on Kodiak and Mognak 

Dear Mr. Ayers: 

--'·" . 
.. · ... 

Sadly I understand that some of our native corporations plan to clear cut areas on 
Kodiak and Mognak which I consider to be prime recreational and habitat areas. 
Since 1982 I have lived and worked here, and I have been fortunate enough to enjoy 
these and other portions of this archipelago. In he early 1980's my family and I 
used to go to the upper end of Danger Bay to a beautiful valley inhabited by elk, 
deer and bear where we loved to hike and hunt and fish. Now Danger Bay has been 

·\ clear cut. Those areas that are not lunar landscapes or impassable seas of limbs and 
.. ___ / brush have some scrub growth, but I doubt they \vill be forested in our lifetimes 

much less be returned to their original splendor. 

Plans are afoot to clear cut Termination Point on Monashka Bay and much of the 
north end of Mognak Island. Termination Point, the view out my front ;vindows. 
has terrific hiking trails, a fine silver salmon run accessible by road, and abundant 
wildlife. In the Spring I can see deer on the beach across the Bay, and for me. this 
marks the end of Winter and the return of life to the Island. Not only are they 
threatening to clear cut it, but another corporation wants to make it into a gravel 
pit. I can not express the disgust I feel for these "native peoples" who have so little 
regard for their native lands. North Afognak, less accessible and pretty much 
untouched, is what Danger Bay was once. 

Please consider these areas for setting aside. I have no problem with logging if it is 
done in a sustainable way with consideration for the long term use of the land. I 
used to live in a national forest area in Arizona where multiple uses were 
sustained. It breaks my heart, however, to go to Danger Bay now, and the thought 
oflosing Termination and North Afognak is worse. Let me know how I can best help 
save these prime areas from destruction. 
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Kodiak State Parks 
CITIZENS' ADVISORY BOARD 

October 9, 1994 

S.R. Box 3800 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 

Tal. 486-6339 

~w ...... ..JUI""" 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Trustee Council Members: 

The Kodiak State Parks Citizens' Advisory Board, at the September 19, 1994 Board 
meeting, by unanimous vote, supports acquisition of Termination Point, Kodiak Island. 
This tract of land, owned by Leisnoi Inc., was nominated for a "small parcel" acquisition 
by Stacy Studebaker on July 14, 1994. 

On behalf of the Board, I would like to express to you some of the outstanding qualities of 
the Termination Point land parcel. In 1940-43, military observation posts were established 
on Termination Point as well as foot trails. The remains ofthese historic structures are still 
visible and the foot traiis (both coastai and interior) have been used extensively by the 
public for recreational hiking after construction in the 1970s of the Monashka Bay Road 
to the trail head. Termination Point is one of the few relatively virgin habitat areas 
remaining on the road system within approximately 12 miles of Kodiak City. The habitat in 
this parcel, although dominated by mature stands of Sitka spruce, is varied with small 
lakes, wetlands and creeks, open meadow areas, rocky high cliffs along the coast and two 
gravel and sand beaches. This varied habitat, adjacent to Monashka Bay, supports to some 
degree, nearly all of the animal species injured by the oil spill. The diversity of the 
Termination Point habitat and animal species, in fact, is one of the reasons why the trails 
are so popular with recreational hikers, wildlife observers, and the Audubon Society. The 
mature forest provides winter habitat for deer and concentrations of deer are often visible 
along the beaches in winter. The tract has at least one known archeological site. 

Termination Point and Monashka Bay was oiled in 1989 and impacted by the oil and 
clean-up activities. Mammals and birds exposed to the oil were killed and recreational 
activities along the coast were curtailed because of the presence of oil globules and Exxon 
crews. 

Unfortunately, Termination Point habitat and the animal life this habitat supports is again 
threatened. The landowner, Leisnoi, intends to log this area in the near future after the 
Chiniak log sale is completed. However, Leisnoi has expressed willingness to consider 
nomination, appraisal, and sale of the Termination Point tract as stated on the Nomination 
Form. 
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When I li!$. heard that Tcnninaliou Pomt w-~ m danger of dc:structivu. 1 was stuunW, speechless. h was 
like hearing thru I was llboutto lo.c a limb for no good purpos<:. ! hasc lived here since infancy, so I 
suppose I took Ute 111<1gnificont be.1uty of Terntinatioo Point for granted-as if anyone in the llttiic:l States 
oouhl picnic in old-growth forest. go hwuing and fislting and bel1)']licbug in the shadow of trees that rna)· 
be older than tlx: Constitution. 1 struggled ror months to find the wotds to express to sorneon• who may 
ne\·cr have .seen it c:Qu.:ll:o' what ;~;mtinatiou ?oint means to me. and to many oCthe peoptc who live here. 
F1nally a very wiS<: frlend advi...sed me to wriLc from the heart. 

If you coruc to Kndiak in July-if. Goo willing. the forest is stilt thore--call rne and I wtll take you walking 
on a path thnt might have been laid out by n m.1stcr gardener of imperial Japan. I will show you an eutin: 
thicket of the rare sweet yellow strain of salmonberty, next to bushes full of tender blueberries Ute size or 
marbles. and uot a worm in any of them. 1 wtll lead )·ou down a shaded walk heavy wiU1 Ute fru!!fance of 
rein orclud. though not a blossom is to be scro There arc tiny streams there that wind like miniature 
rivers. with minuscule cliffs and shoals: tltetr '"'tcr •s clear and full of genUe music, and birds ballx: 
rcmlcssly next to the path. Eagles soar h•gh over the trees: their cries echo off the Elanling faces or U1e 
hi! Is Mnyhe we will sec the pn nts of deer and fox, so new that fresh "<Iter is still welling into them. 
Green alder leaves will be scattered on tibe moss among the tmy white flowers called shy maiden or single 
delight. Tlte hcrrrutlhrushes will be singing like fail}' flutes in the high bmn<:h""; in July, ll1cy hardly 
stop even to breathe. day or night. 

if you come in the right season. we C.1n go fishing in the river next to the woods. or hunting amon& thr: 
thickets of devil'& dub whose broad flat loaves cover entire hillsides with a sceond foro& floor. We can go 
three-wheeling or biking if that is your inclination; it kicko up a lot of mud, but the forest has plenty of 
room for people who walk and people who ride. Or"'" could hike illlthe way to the tip of the point and 
maiulo sco tho shores of Spruce lslnnd through the fog. Bring y011r camera or you will wish you bad. 
We cal\ cnmp if you like. and wake up to the scolding of squirrels in the morning. 

Or you can \'!sit tlt.~~ new grn .. ·el pit; your choice. 

Tem•inution Point is not pristine, oot perfect. llta,c seen gurbag-: and spent shells cYerywhcre. the 
remains or somcon<:'s party. 1 have also seen" !on~ line ofpcopk: who apparently thought they were in a 
p;trk solemnly piling hag atlcr ba~ of trash around someone's homen~ade bum bmrel until it wJU almost 
buried. To be fair. they had out-of-state plates. so they probably COUldn't conceive of a place that was just 
there, where nobcxl: had been hired to cle<Jn up after U!Cll\, where they had to take responsibility. Even if 
Termination Point is ""longer in immediate danger of desU11cMn, 1 urge you to n<:quire itiD save it from 
people like that. who love it too mucb but cMe for it too liltle I understand that this ~<ill probably le:!d to 
posted rules. gravel paths. L1ulnes. interpretive exhibits. and the like. but U 1 Dlu>t sec TenniJlation Point 
domesticated or destroyed. I wi\1 choose the: lewr of :""o ev1ls. 

Still. I can hope. r urge you. not anly lO acqmre the Ternm::uion Point area from the river to land's end. 
but to keep il ns it IS Let it be a pi= where people can hunt or bike or walk or picnic as they plcnse, 
wlthout fcc or regulation. Give t..hc J~nd to t.'l.e Nature Cott..c;crvan..:· or some other group that will/eav~ t! 

nlon•. The idea that ~>iklorness is a separate place with boundaries on n mnp, aomcplacc where we only 
go on spooial oc:<:asioo& aud under ccnain conditions. used to be foreign to ~tis community, but it has 
s~rung up like a poisonous mushroom. Let tltcre be one wild pl3cc lcll near town wllCn: tlte only 
regulations aro those of personal responsibility and community htw, a place that is rrce to all. Cousidcring 
human irresponsibility ana destrnctiveness. this is probably a vain hope. l(you cannot save Termination 
Point ll5 I love it. please save it as you can. 

Jcn111 fer T. Langan 
P.O. Bo.x ll54 
Kcxliak, 9%!5 
486-1757 
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Hans U. Tschersich, M.D. 
1 423 Baranof Street 
Kodiak, AK 99615 

10 Febr. 1995 

Re.: Testimony given to the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council In Favor of the 
Acquisition of Termination Point Land near Kodiak - A Small Parcel 

Dear Members of the Council: 

I have often hiked the many wooded tr:rtls and kayaked the rocky shores of 
this beautiful recreational area so close to the town of Kodiak. I inclu.ded 
these very accessible trails into a recently published hiking guide that has 
become popular with locals and visitors alike. 

Termination Point is an area full of terrestrial and maritime wildlife, 
since the dense forest provides winter cover for deer and many other 
creatures. The cliffs along Monashka Bay are home to sea mammals and 
provide wintering shelter for many sea birds. 

In short: The Termination Point Area is a unique area for humans and 
animals alike. Therefore I recommend the purchase of this :and with 
funds from the Exxon settlement. This will save the area from threacened 
logging and preserve it for the many wildlife species. In addition it IS 

easily accessible for healthful h~.;man enjoyment and provides needed 
parkland close to the growing City of Kodiak. 

Sincerely, 

Hans U. Tscherslch 
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Mil:e S.irofdiua !Jox 970 
907- 4~6- 619~ 

~ 

February 12, 1995 

TO THE EXXON VALDEZ OlL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL: 

PLEASE APPROVE FUNDING FOR ACQUISITION OF TERMINATION 

POINT IN KODIAK. 

This parcel acquisition offers superb opportunities for habitat 

restoration as well as recreation. Termination Point will tie in 

with Kodiak Island Borough lands to create a large section of 

preserved old growth Sitka Spruce forest, thus providing habitat 

for a nun~ber of species affe.ctt:d by the oil spill. Furthermore. a 

traditional hunting and recreational area will be protected fro111 

exploitation and development. I ur~e you to approve th~ 

acquisition of Termination Point. 

Sincerely, 

')//( ~J-v__ c /) ~
) ~ \- ~)'--t__)?'--y ~. 

I ' Mike Sirofchuck , J 
'-' 

Kodiak, AK 



To: The EXXc)n Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

Please protect Terminat:on Point. It is a very important pic.:c of land tll 

•he community of Kodiak. It offer; unique, year round, multi-usc 
recreation in one of the only old growth Sitka Spruce forests acccsst:.lc 
r rom our road system. 

The_ Marine Recreation Coun<:il recently nominated the Kodiak 8,1rough 
land immediately adjacent to Termination Point as it's Number l pnnrtt\ 

for fundmg. This means that the Kodiak Borough is commi Lted 10 

matntaining and upgrading a prime recreation area which allows tratl 
access to the Termination Trail system. 

Please don't let a natural treasure be lost to clear cutting. 

Sincerely. ~ 2/uJ~"-&~~ 
Stacy Studebaker 7 
P.O. Box 970 
Kodtak, AK 99615 

J 
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Afognak Island 
3/22195 

Ms. Molly Me Cammon 
Executive Di~or 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G St. 
Anchorage, AK 
99501-3451 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

EXXON VALOE.Z 0\L SP\LL 
TRUSTEE COUNC\L 

There was an article in the 3/16/95 Kodiak Paper requesting our comments concerning the buyout of 
Termination Point on Kodiak Island for a State Park. 

Since the government already owns 88% of Alaska and manages most of it for non development, I do not 
understand why we need to take any more private tax paying land out of production to create another Park. We 
have cut the Park department budget in 1994 and cannot alford to run the parks that we now have. Even though 
the proposed purchase is from "free" oil spill money it still costs money to administer a pa.rk. Most of Kodiak 
Island is in the Wildlife Refuge and managed like a park. Adding another 1028 Ac. [or recreation is a waste of 
money. 

Termination Point was not impacted by the oil spill. Buying it has nothing to do with oil spill restoration. 

If Termination Point is critical habitat and needs to be purchased, why not take 1028Ac from Seal Bay or some 
other park that we don't need, and put it back in private ownership? 

When the oil money runs out; private land and a diversified private sector economy will be the only things ldt 
to finance our growing ~tat_c government. We will not survive if ail of us become government employees and 
there is no one else left to pay the bills. 

Sincc:rdyl 

----
William S. Haag 
Bx 1159 
Kodiak, AK 
99615 



K9NIAG!1 INC. 
~ jj;1i 3l[IX§'£;-"" s:s~ 

• 4300 B Street, Suite 407, Anchorage, AK 99503 

1\pril 13, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street; Suite 402 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon; 

(907) 561-2668 • FAX (907) 562-5256 

EXXON VALDEZ OiL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COU~iCiL 

As you are probably aware, for the past several months there has been a grass-roots 
movement in the Kodiak conservation community to have the EVOS Trustees acquire the 
1028 acre tract known as Termination Point as a part of its oil spill mitigation program. This 
virgin tract owned by Leisnoi, lnc./Koniag, Inc. (surface/subsurface respectively) is located 
just at the terminus of the all-weather Monashka Bay Road, about four air miles and ten to 
eleven road miles north of Kodiak City. Because of its location, the tract receives 
considerable de facto recreational use. with long used foot trails incised into its ground. 

Notwithstanding all the publicity the proposed acquisition has generated of late, to 
the best of my knowledge no one from either the local community or the EVOS Trustee Staff 
has formally or informally approached or contacted the landowners. I can state as fact that 
neither has contacted Koniag, Inc.. 

This letter is to advise you that if the EVOS Trustees are contemplating a possible 
purchase of Termination Point, it would be prudent to negotiate with both surface and 
subsurface owners for the entire fee estate. The Trustees should understand that as the 
owner of the dominant estate (the subsurface) Koniag, Inc. would fully exercise its right to 
develop that estate especially for the extraction of sand, rock gravel, armour rock, etc .. 

Sincerely, 
KONIAG, INC 

jtKZ ~v 
( )ohn:errick 

Manager, Lands and Resources 

cc: Leisnoi, Inc. 

) 
j 
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Unclear title 
could slow 
Termination 
Point buy 
By GLORIA CANTENS 
Mirror Writer 

The lead negotiator for sev~ral 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee' 
Council projects last night told a 
group of about 20 that uncleaf 
ti_tl_e could slow down the acqui
Stllon process for Termination 
Point. 

"If you could get Mr. Stratman' 
ancJ Lei:snui Inc. to resolve their 
h:~a1 problem;;, that •.vould help," 
satd AI Swiderski, lead negotia
tor for many or the acquisitions, 
including Tem1ination Poinl. 

The Ninth Circuit Court of Ap
peals and an Anchorage trial 
court recently cleared the way for 
r~mchcr Omar Stratm:ln to pro
ceed with his dcccnitlc:llion suit 
a,;;Jinst Lcisnoi Inc. 

Stratnun is WJiting for the 
court to rule on an injunction that 
would halt logging on the 
corporation's lands in Chiniak. 
Stratman also has filed a lis 
pendens (which gives notice of a 
~ending lawsuit that may a!Tect 
lttlc) for Termination Poinl. 

The decertification !-iUit throws 
title to the parcels into question. 

Reprcscmativcs from the L:Oun
cil, including ExcL:utivc DircL:tor 
Molly l\kCammon, were in Ko
diak Thursday to listen to public 
L:ummcnt ,)n the long-term res
toration plan. 

Most of those present la.st night 
supported the council's a<.:quisition 
ofTerrnin3tion Point. a 1.028-acrc 
traL:l that1~ a documented m.1I'blcd 
murre let h:1bitat. · 

( ( ~·( 

~ 

' , - , ·--' I '· --·; -

The parcel also L:ontains an ac
tive beaver pond and archJco
logical resources and is a popu
lar recreational spot for hikers, 
campers and sport fishermen. 

McCammon told them the 
message was loud and clear. 

"The file is this big," she said. 
holding her hands wide. 

Those gathered also received 
an update on council activities 
and plans for FY96. 

The council has spent $300 mil
iion of the $410 million it has re
ceived from the Exxon Corp. An
other $300 million of the total 
settlement have been committed. 

More than $342 million have 
been spent on habitat acquisition. 

About $1.5 million were spent 
on the new Alutiiq Museum and 
Archaeological Repository. 
Many local treasures used to be 
sent off-island because of a lack 
of adequate housing. 

A forecast of work planned for 
1996 is outlined in the Draft Res
toration Program: FY 96 and Be
yond, which is available from the 
Restoration Office at (907 j 278-
8012, or toll-free within Alaska 
at (800) 478-7745. 

Comments on the Progr:1m 
must be received by May I to be 
incorporated in the final decision 
process. 



Kodiak Island Borough 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Molly; 

710 MILL BAY ROAD 

KODIAK. ALASKA 99615-6398 

EXXOf'l 'iALciEZ :J\L S?ILI. 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Per our recent discussion, enclosed is the Kodiak Island Borough Resolution No. 95-23 
prioritizing small parcel acquisitions in the Kodiak region. As indicated in the resolution, 
this priority is the result of input from all of the local staff people of the state and federal ) 
and private resource agencies on Kodiak Island as well as public interest, especially in _) 
Termination Point. 

As is obvious from our list, all parties were disappointed that the importance of commercial 
fisheries apparently had little value in the EVOS staff rating system since the weir sites did 
not rate very high. It also appeared that proximity or access to large parcel acquisition was 
not considered in the evaluation process. Many of these parcels are critical to the large 
parcels that are being acquired. The highest priority parcels on our list tend to have 
multiple special merit values for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. We are not sure the multiple factors were given enough consideration. We hope this 
C.Ciii be: COiitSCiad iiGV·i. 

If there are any questions, or if additional information is needed on any of the parcels, 
please let me know and we will obtain the information for you as quickly as possible. 

I look forward to working with you and the Council on the acquisition of these parcels. 

Sincerely, 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

~ 
'\.- Wr~-
Jerome M. Selby 

Enclosure 



KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION NO. 95-23 

lntrodu~ed by: 
Requested by: 
Drafted: 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 

Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 

05/04/95 
05/04/95 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN SMALL PARCELS 
WITHIN THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

AS PART OF THE SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has determined that 
acquisition of certain high value and special merit small parcels of land should be 
acquired as part of the overall restoration process resulting from the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill; and 

WHEREAS, many more parcels have been nominated and identified for consideration 
than can possibly be bought with the available funds by the Trustee Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has worked with the area's federal, state and 
lo_cal agencies that have an interest in restoration of the fish, marine mammal, bird, 
aiid wildlife species that were impacted by the oil spill, and in that process has been 
able to define and identify critical habitat areas of property which have special merit 
value for the injured resources or services; and 

WHEREAS, many of the parcels that have been identified in this process of the 
Kodiak Island Borough working with the various agencies include outstanding 
wilderness areas, outstanding subsistence and recreational value areas, necessity for 
commen;ial fisheries habitat or management, outstanding critical habitat areas for the 
various species of birds and animals, and outstanding estuary areas for species 
protection for the future health of the ecosystem; and 

WHEREAS, many of these outstanding parcels have the multiple feature of being 
critical access areas for the larger parcels which have been acquired by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council through the large parcel acquisition process; and 

WHEREAS, it is extremely difficult to identify the most important parcels meriting 
acquisition without having first hand knowledge of these areas, having lived in the 
Kodiak Island Borough area, and understanding the inter-relationships of the parcels 
and the importance of their multiple features which are deserving of special merit for 
consideration of purchase; and 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska Resolution No. 95-23 
Page 1 of 5 



WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has completed a very careful and thorough 
process with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, the Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association, the Alaska State Parks system, 
and other agencies to identify the parcels which have multiple special merit value for 
inclusion in the restoration program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND 
BOROUGH that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is urged to give careful and 
thoughtful consideration to the list of parcels which have been selected as a result 
of a great deal of research by the multiple agencies and are recommended for 
acquisition to the Trustee Council by the Kodiak Island Borough on the basis of the 
multiple special merit value for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the outstanding wilderness, subsistence, commercial fisheries 
resource, critical habitat, recreational value, and access to larger parcel acquisitions 
concerns have been included in this recommendation and should be carefully 
considered by the Trustee Council in making a decision to acquire these parcels. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the parcels which should be acquired in the Kodiak Island 
Borough in the following order of priority are: 

PARCEL 

KAP 145 

KAP 150 

KAP 130 

KAP 226 

KAP 220 

KAP 151 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

LOCATION 

Termination Point 

Karluk Weir Site 

Uyak Bay 

Karluk Lagoon 

Ayakulik River 

Ayakulik Weir Site 

Pauls Bay Weir Site 

Litnik (Afognak River) Weir Site 

Perenosa Weir Site 

Malina Weir Site 

Upper Station Weir Site 

Resolution No. 95-23 
Page 2 of 5 
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) 
5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

15 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

36 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

KAP 116 

KAP 140 

KAP 109 

KAP 262 

KAP i06 

KAP 139 

KAP 245 
~;., 

KAP 246 

KAP 247 

KAP 252 

KAP 96 

KAP 101 

KAP104 

KAP 131 

KAP 132 

KAP 133 

KAP 137 

KAP 105 

KAP 100 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Akalura Weir Site 

Dog Salmon Flats Weir Site 

Red River Weir Site 

Waterfall Weir Site 

Kitoi Bay Hatchery Weir Site 

Thorsheim Weir Site 

Horse Marine Weir Site 

Karluk Lake Weir Site 

Sulua Bay 

Uganik Bay 

Sulua Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Brown's Lagoon 

Uganik Bay 

Gurney Bay 

Bumble Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Deadman Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Resolution No. 95-23 
Page 3 of 5 



KAP 107 

KAP 125 

KAP 138 

KAP 142 

KAP 143 

KAP 115 

KAP 98 

KAP 99 

KAP 102 

KAP 103 

KAP 108 

KAP 110 

KAP 114 

KAP 123 

KAP 126 

KAP 134 

KAP 135 

KAP 136 

KAP 144 

KAP 91 

KAP 93 

KAP 127 

KAP 270 

KAP 271 

KAP 272 

KAP 244 

KAP 263 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Shelikof Strait 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Sitka!idak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Halibut Cove 

Kiavak Bay 

Resolution No. 95·23 
Page 4 of 5 
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KAP 128 Kaguyak Bay 

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
THIS FOURTH DAY OF MAY, 1995. 

ATTEST: 

Ctm U"- '=/:'Jxnd 
'Donna F. Smith, CMC, Borough Clerk 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

Jero 

Mi ael R. Milligan 
puty Presiding Officer 

or Mary A. Monroe, Presiding Officer 

Resolution No. 95-23 
Page 5 of 5 
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KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE NO. 95-12 

Introduced oy: Mayor Setbv 
Requested by:Piann1ng & Zon1ng 

CommiSSIOn 
Drafted by: Commun1ty 

Development Department 
Introduced: 08;17195 
Pubiic Hear1ng: 
Adopted. 

AN ORDINANCE REZONING PROPERTY SURROUNDING THE MONASHKA BAY 
WATERSHED, INCLUDING BOROUGH-OWNED LAND AT THE END OF THE ROAD 

IN MONASHKA BAY, FROM C--CONSERVATION TO NU--NATURAL USE. 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough resource management office has suggested 
that certain property surrounding the Pillar Creek and Monashka Bay watershed area, 
transferred to the Kodiak Island Borough from Ouzinkie Native Corporation, through 
ANILCA for watershed purposes, and outside the area currently zoned W-Watershed, 
including Borough owned land near Termination Point, be rezoned from C-
Conservation to NU--Natural Use; and 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough Planning and Zoning Commission held a public 
hearing on this rezoning; and 

WHEREAS, public testimony unanimously supported this rezone; and 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough Planning and Zoning Commission has 
recommended that the Kodiak Island Borough Assembly approve this rezone. 

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND 
BOROUGH THAT: 

Section 1: This ordinance is not of general application and shall not be codified. 

Section 2: The property surrounding the Monashka Bay watershed, and Borough 
owned land adjacent to Termination Point, specifically defined in the metes and 
bounds description dated July 28, 1995 (attached) is hereby rezoned from C-
Conservation to NU--Natural Use. 

Section 3: The findings of the Kodiak Island Borough Planning and Zoning 
Commission in recommending approval of this rezone are hereby confirmed as 
follows: 

17 72 020 A Findings as to the Need and .II 15tificarinn for a Change or Amendment 

A rezone of property adjacent to the Monashka Creek watershed from C-
Conservation to NU-Natural Use Lands is needed and justified because the NU-Natural 
Use Lands zoning district: 

Kodiai< lolond Botough. Alooka Qrdin.,c• No. 95-12 
P-o• 1 ot 4 
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A. will serve as a buffer to ensure good water quality is mamtained by 
better protecting the municipal watershed, a stated objective of the Monashka 
Bay Comprehensive Plan; 

B. will provide, consistent with objectives stated in the Monashka Bay 
Comprehensive Plan, a greater measure of protection for the environment and 
preservation of recreational opportunities and natural amenities in this area 
which is principally used for a range of recreational activities including hiking, 
camping, fishing, hunting, sightseeing, and beachcombing; 

C. is consistent with local ordinances developed by the City of Kodiak to 
further protect its watershed; 

D. is consistent with the specific reasons contained within ANILCA for 
which this property was transferred to the Borough; 

E. will prohibit more intensive land uses permitted in the C--Conservation 
zoning district that are not compatible with protection of watershed and 
enhancement of recreational value. 

17 72 020 B Findings as to the Effect a Change or Amendment w01 1\d have on the 
Objectives of tbe Comprehensive Plan 

A change of zoning from C--Conservation to the NU-Natural Use Lands zoning district 
is consistent with the 1968 Borough Comprehensive Pian which generally designates 
this area as a watershed reserve. More intensive ">nd uses are available under the 
C--Conservation zoning district. As a buffer zone, ~he NU-Natural Use Lands zoning 
disHict provides a greater measure of watershed protection. 

This rezone is also consistent with stated objectives of the Monashka Bay 
Comprehensive Plan including watershed protection and designation and development 
of public land for hiking trails, beach/park areas, and other recreational uses. 

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
THIS __ DAY OF 1995 

ATTEST: 

Donna F. Smith, CMC, Borough Clerk 

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

Jerome M. Selby, Borough Mayor 

Mary A. Monroe, Presiding Officer 

Qrdin.,c• No. 95-1 2 
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METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTION 

PARCEL1 

Beginning at the NW corner of Section 9. of Township 27S. Range 20W, Zone 5. 

Seward Meridian. Alaska State Plane. the true point of beginning; 

Thence N 88 0 43' 52" E a distance of 21, 111.138' along the northern boundary 

of Sections 9, 10, 11. & 12, of said township to the NE corner of Section 12. a 

corner common with the NW corner of Section 7, Township 27S, Range 19W. 

Zone 5, Seward Meridian. Alaska State Plane; 

Thence S 1 0 18' 41" E a distance of 7092. 74', more or less to the meander line 

of Monashka Bay 

Thence following the meander line in a northwesterly direction a distance of 

i:IIJIJIU.x.irrralely 9663.3' lu a !Juirrl urrllre ;;uulhern boundary of Sedion 13, of 

Township 27S, Range 20W, Zone 5, Seward Meridian, Alaska State Plane 

Thence S 88 0 42' 16" W a distance of 2496.816' to a point on the southern 

boundary of Section 13. this point is 2622.7 40' irom the southeast corner of 

Section 13 
Thence N 19 0 24' 21" E a distance of 490.317' 

. Thence N 28 0 24' 46" W a distance of 3467. 708' 

Thence N 25 0 28' 30" E a distance of 2115.703' 

Thence N 32 0 32' 06" W a distance of 687.968' 

Thence N 89 0 37' 30" W a distance of 611 0.131' 

Thence S 79 0 05' 42" W a distance of 2220.090' 

Thence N 53 0 31' 1 0" W a distance of 3532.082' 

Thence N 68 0 55' 07" W a distance of 2807.935' 

Thence S 21 0 29' 44" W a distance of 2783.613' 

Thence S 44 0 14' 34" E a distance of 321 0.545' 

Thence S 57 0 51' 55" W a distance of 2350.021' 

Thence S 35 0 41' 15" W a distance of 5072.101' 

Thence N 01 0 18' 35" W a distance of 11,676.991' along the western boundary 

of Sections 21, 16 and 9 to the true point of beginning, 

containing 2733.6 acres, more or less. 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska Ordinance No. 95·1 2 
Psoe il"ol 4 
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PARCEL 2 

Beg1r.n1ng at the SW corner or Sect1on 21 of Townsh1p 27S. Range 20W. Zone 5 

Seward Meridian, Alaska State Plane. the true point of beginning. 

Thence N 01 0 19' 8" W a d1stance of 3859.545' 

Thence S 60 0 43' 55" E a distance of 862.1 05' 

Thence S 01 0 0' 18" W a distance of 1140.18' 

Thence S 56 0 35' 00" E a distance of 4011.548', a point on the southern 

boundary of Section 21 common with the northern boundary of Sect1on 

28. 

Thence S 88 0 44' 24" W a distance of 3993.147' along said southern boundary 

of Section 21 to the true point of beginning, 

containing 145 acres. more or less. 

PARCEL 3 

Beginning at the SW corner of Section 27 of Township 27 S, Range 20 W. Zone 5. 

Seward-Meridian. Alaska State Plane, the true point of beginning; 

Thence N 01 0 18' 37" W a distance of 3929.437' along the common boundary 

between Sections 27 and 28, 

Thence S 78 0 57' 33" E a distance of 1045. 799' 

Thence S 84 0 53' 32" E a distance of 1797.137' 

Thence S 07 0 3' 8" E a distance of 977.395' 

Thence S 43 0 32' 46" E a distance of 1555.040' 

Thence S 01 0 20' 09" E a distance of 1392.428' 

Thence S 88 0 51' 18" W a distance of 3951.157 to the true point of beginn1ng 

containing 291.24 acres. more or less. 

Kodiak. Island Borough. Alaska 01dinance No 95 '2 
Pa<;;~e •at J. 
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PARCEL KEN-ILJ<6 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
THIS PARCEL 



PARCEL KEN- JLJq 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
TIDS PARCEL 



SMALL PARCEL NOMINATION 

KAP- 150 CKarluk) 

) 



Kodiak Island Borough 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Molly; 

710 MILL BAY ROAD 

KODIAK, ALASKA 99615-6398 

EXXOH YAL~lEZ 0~L S?iL!. 
TRUSTEE COUtiC\L 

Per our recent discussion, enclosed is the Kodiak Island Borough Resolution No_ 95-23 
prioritizing small parcel acquisitions in the Kodiak region_ As indicated in the resolution, 
this priority is the result of input from all of the local staff people of the state and federal 
and private resource agencies on Kodiak Island as well as public interest, especially in 
Termination Point 

As is obvious from our list, all parties were disappointed that the importance of commercial 
fisheries apparently had little value in the EVOS staff rating system since the weir sites did 
not rate very high_ It also appeared that proximity or access to large parcel acquisition was 
not considered in the evaluation process. Many of these parcels are critical to the large 
parcels that are being acquired_ The highest priority parcels on our list tend to have 
multiple special merit values for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil 
spilL We are not sure the multiple factors were given enough consideration_ We hope th1s 
COI1 be C0i'TOCtCd iiC/v·.,·. 

If there are any questions, or if additional information is needed on any of the parcels 
please let me know and we will obtain the information for you as quickly as possible_ 

I look forward to working with you and the Council on the acquisition of these parcels_ 

Sincerely, 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

--~C(I((~~ 
Jerome M. Selby ~ 

Enclosure 



KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION NO. 95-23 

Introduced by: 
Requested by: 
Drafted: 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 

Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 

05/04/95 
05/04/95 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN SMALL PARCELS 
WITHIN THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

AS PART OF THE SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has determinecj that 
acquisition of certain high value and special merit small parcels of land should be 
acquired as part of the overall restoration process resulting from the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill; and 

WHEREAS, many more parcels have been nominated and identified for consideration 
than can possibly be bought with the available funds by the Trustee Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has worked with the area's federal, state and 
local agencies that have an interest in restoration of the fish, marine mammal, bird, 
and wildlife species that were impacted by the oil spill, and in that process has been 
able to define and identify critical habitat areas of property which have. special merit 
value for the injured resources or services; and 

WHEREAS, many of the parcels that have been identified in this process of the 
Kodiak Island Borough working with the various agencies include outstanding 
wilderness areas, outstanding subsistence and recreational value areas, necessity for 
commer<:ial fisheries habitat or management, outstanding critical habitat areas for the 
various species of birds and animals, and outstanding estuary areas for species 
protection for the future health of the ecosystem; and 

WHEREAS, many of these outstanding parcels have the multiple feature of being 
critical access areas for the larger parcels which have been acquired by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council through the large parcel acquisition process; and 

WHEREAS, it is extremely difficult to identify the most important parcels meriting 
acquisition without having first hand knowledge of these areas, having lived in the 
Kodiak Island Borough area, and understanding the inter-relationships of the parcels '\ 
and the importance of their multiple features which are deserving of special merit for ~J 
consideration of purchase; and 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska Resolution No. 95·23 
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WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has completed a very careful and thorough 
process with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, the Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association, the Alaska State Parks system, 
and other agencies to identify the parcels which have multiple special merit value for 
inclusion in the restoration program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND 
BOROUGH that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is urged to give careful and 
thoughtful consideration to the list of parcels which have been selected as a result 
of a great deal of research by the multiple agencies and are recommended for 
acquisition to the Trustee Council by the Kodiak Island Bor_ough on the basis of the 
multiple special merit value for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the outstanding wilderness, subsistence, commercial fisheries 
resource, critical habitat, recreational value, and access to larger parcel acquisitions 
concerns have been included in this recommendation and should be carefully 
considered by the Trustee Council in making a decision to acquire these parcels. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the parcels which should be acquired in the Kodiak Island 
Borough in the following order of priority are: 

::-:-_ ·-::-

PARCEL 
,, 

KAP 145 

KAP 150 

KAP 130 

KAP 226 

KAP 220 

KAP 151 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

LOCATION 

Termination Point 

Karluk Weir Site 

Uyak Bay 

Karluk Lagoon 

Ayakulik River 

Ayakulik Weir Site 

Pauls Bay Weir Site 

Litnik (Afognak River) Weir Site 

Perenosa Weir Site 

Malina Weir Site 

Upper Station Weir Site 

Resolution No. 95-23 
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5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

15 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

36 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

KAP 116 

KAP 140 

KAP 109 

KAP 262 

KAP 106 

KAP 139 

KAP 245 

KAP 246 

KAP 247 

KAP 252 

KAP 96 

KAP 101 

KAP104 

KAP 131 

KAP 132 

KAP 133 

KAP 137 

KAP 105 

KAP 100 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Akalura Weir Site 

Dog Salmon Flats Weir Site 

Red River Weir Site 

Waterfall Weir Site 

Kitoi Bay Hatchery Weir Site 

Thorsheim Weir Site 

Horse Marine Weir Site 

Karluk Lake Weir Site 

Sulua Bay 

Uganik Bay 

Sulua Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Brown's Lagoon 

Uganik Bay 

Gurney Bay 

Bumble Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Deadman Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Resolution No. 95-23 
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KAP 107 

KAP 125 

KAP 138 

KAP 142 

KAP 143 

KAP 115 

KAP 98 

KAP 99 

KAP 102 

KAP 103 

KAP 108 

KAP 110 

KAP 114 

KAP 123 

KAP 126 

KAP 134 

KAP 135 

KAP 136 

KAP 144 

KP.P 91 

KAP 93 

KAP 127 

KAP 270 

KAP 271 

KAP 272 

KAP 244 

KAP 263 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Shelikof Strait 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Stiait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Sitka!idak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Halibut Cove 

Kiavak Bay 

Resolution No. 95-23 
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KAP 128 Kaguyak Bay 

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
THIS FOURTH DAY OF MAY, 1995. 

ATTEST: 

Donna F. Smith, CMC, Borough Clerk 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

Mi ael R. Milligan 
puty Presiding Officer 

or Mary A. Monroe, Presiding Officer 

Resolution No. 95·23 
Page 5 ol 5 
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) KODIAK REGIONAL AQUACULTURE ASSOCIATION 
I 

_/SOX 3407 KODIAK, ALASKA 99615 (9071 ..!86·6555 

May 26, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 "G'' Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Council Members: 

Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association offers the following comments on 
Fiscal Year 1996 EVOS Restoration Proposals 

Our Association, representing 611 Kodiak commercial salmon fishermen, 
strongly recommends that the EVOS Trustee Council seriously weigh the importance :;.f 
protecting several small parcels of habitat in the Ko<;Jiak Archipelago. These parcels 
would represent key acquisitions for long term protection of vital fishery resour:::es 1n 

the Archipelago. Most significant of these parcels are: 
1) Parcel KAP 150, Karluk, Five (5) Acres 
2) Parcel KAP 220, Ayakulik River Mouth, Fifty-six (56) Acres 

Parcel KAP 150 would insure that the Karluk fish weir, the State's oldest a:-tive 
fish weir dating back 73 years to 1922, would be protected for perpetuity and thus the 
stock status database of Kodiak's most important salmon system would rema1n 1ntact 
\/Vhile Karluk has not been specifically identified as having been injured in 1989. rt was 
over-Bscaped with sockeye that year and its dominate even-year pink run has been 
significantly depressed since1990. This system's fishery resources are the primar; 
source of subsistence fish for the villages of Karluk and Larsen Bay and provide 
significant levels of subsistence fish for the Villages of Port Lions and Ouzinkie as 
Karluk-bound salmon migrate past those villages This system's contribution to 
Kodiak's commercial sockeye fishery annually approaches 35-40% of the area's total 
sockeye harvest. Management of its large pink. sockeye and coho stocks directly 
1rr.pact more geography and more commercial fishermen than any other system on 
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Kodiak. Its rapidly developing commercial and recreational sport fishery ranks th1s 
system as Kodiak's number one system for these user groups The acquisition of 
parcel KAP 4 50 will yield continued monitoring an::! research on Karluk's fish stocks, 
which include all five salmon species and maJor steelhead and char runs. 

Parcel KAP 220 is critical to continued operation of the Ayakulik weir. which is 
almost as old as Karluk's weir, dating back to 1929. Its importance for monitoring and 
research on Kodiak's second most important salmon system 1s second only to Karluk. 
Also, Ayakulik 's system includes the Red Lake drainage whose sockeye stock was 
identified as being injured from severe over escapement 1n 1989. Although, Red Lake's 
sockeye are currently identified by the Trustee Council as a recovering resource, 
ADF&G's 4 995 pre-season harvest projection for Red Lake sockeye is at a record low 
level. The acquisition of this parcel would insure that the status of this injured resource 
is adequately monitored. Our Association 1s not 1n agreement with the Trustee's 
evaluation that the Red Lake stock is recovering The EVOS funded study on Red 
Lake's sockeye juvenile bio-mass status needs to oe continued, not curtailed as is 
currently being proposed. This system was de~nttely impacted by the 1989 oil spill and 
was so identified early in the recovery process and from our perspective should be 
categorized as "not recovering"_ 

Acquisition of these two parcels, and the ccr1t1nued monitoring of the Red Lake 
juvenile sockeye bio-mass are items of greatest :Jrior1ty to our Association's members. 
While there are other small parcels associated v,-·:'1 fish weir sites we feel as strongly 
about, we feel compelled to request that the parce:s KAP 150 and KAP 220 be given 
the highest of consideration for acquisition. 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer our comrnents. 

Cordially, 

~__v_p-yc_/'J;' /J;1~o7 
Lawrence M. Malloy, 
Executive Director 

. --) 
/ 
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COURT PLA..ZA. 8UILOINO. 5UITIE 800 
2"0 MAIN STREET 
P 0. BOX 21211 
JUNE•U ALASKA geeo2·1211 

Alex Swiderski 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Law 
1031 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-1994. 

Dear Alex: 

REED R. STOOPS 
P~ONE (gQT) "tl3·3223 

TELECOPY (g()7} •eJ·•S-ol" 

April 8, 1995 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

This is in response to your recent letter regarding Small Parcels #KAP 220 
and #KAP 226 on the Ayakulik and Karluk Rivers on Kodiak Island. 

I had originally submitted a nomination package of fifty tracts on Kodiak Island 
for acquisition by the Oil Spill Trustee Council. Five of the tracts have 
subsequently been purchased directly by USFWS. Of the remaining .forty five 
parcels, the only two to make your priority list were the Ayakulik. and Karluk 
parcels. 

I would agree that these are the two most valuable tracts on our list, but we were 
only willing to consider their sale if they were included with the remaining 
waterfront tracts in our package. If they are to be considered separately, we will 
not consider a sale on the basis of your determination of fair market value. There 
is little or no probability that such an appraisal would account for the unique 
value of these two properties, which are located on two of the premier sport 
fishing rivers in the world. 

Therefore, please consider these tracts as withdrawn from our offer to sell. W-= 
may reconsider only in the event that you wish to negotiate for an entire package 
of properties. 

We will continue to work directly with USFWS on the tracts that they continue to 
place a higher priority than the Trustee Council. 

Sincerely, 

. \"-"". ( _j-ln) '2..-

Reed R. Stoops 

cc. Jim Jansen, David Syre, Alec Brindle, Molly McCammon 



Kodiak Island Borough ) 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Molly; 

71 0 MILL BAY RO/\D 

KODIAK. ALASKA 99615-6398 

EXXQrl YALiH:Z OiL Sf'ILI. 
TRUSTEe COUt~C:L 

Per our recent discussion, enclosed is the Kodiak Island Borough Resolution No. 95-23 
prioritizing small parcel acquisitions in the Kodiak region. As indicated in the resolution, 
this priority is the result of input from all of the local staff people of the state and federal ~ 
and private resource agencies on Kodiak Island as well as public interest, especially in _ __) 
Termination Point. 

As is obvious from our list, all partles were disappointed that ihe importance of commercial 
fisheries apparently had little value in the EVOS staff rating system since the weir sites did 
not rate very high_ It also appeared that proximity or access to large parcel acquisition was 
not considered in the evaluation process_ Many of these parcels are critical to the large 
parcels that are being acquired. The highest priority parcels on our list tend to have 
multiple special merit values for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil 
spilL We are not sure the multiple factors were given enough consideration. We hope th1s 
COli bt:: COiiC:C~.Sd iiC<,· .. ·. 

If there are any questions, or if additional information is needed on any of the parcels. 
please let me know and we will obtain the information for you as quickly as possible 

I look forward to working with you and the Council on the acquisition of these parcels. 

Sincerely, 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

--~w~~ 
Jerome M_ Selby ~ 

Enclosure 



KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION NO. 95-23 

Introduced by: 
Requested by: 
Drafted: 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 

Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 

05/04/95 
05/04/95 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN SMALL PARCELS 
WITHIN THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

AS PART OF THE SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has determined that 
acquisition of certain high value and special merit small parcels of land sho.uld be 
acquired as part of the overall restoration process resulting from the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill; and 

WHEREAS, many more parcels have been nominated and identified for consideration 
than can possibly be bought with the available funds by the Trustee Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has worked with the area's federal, state and 
local agencies that have an interest in restoration of the fish, marine mammal, bird, 
ar:1d wildlife species that we;e impacted by the oil spill, and in that process has been 
able to define and identify critical habitat areas of property which have special merit 
value for the injured resources or services; and 

WHEREAS, many of the parcels that have been identified in this process of the 
Kodiak Island Borough working with the various agencies include outstanding 
wilderness areas, outstanding subsistence and recreational value areas, necessity for 
commerGial fisheries habitat or management, outstanding critical habitat areas for the 
various ·species of birds and animals, and outstanding estuary areas for species 
protection for the future health of the ecosystem; and 

WHEREAS, many of these outstanding parcels have the multiple feature of being 
critical access areas for the larger parcels which have been acquired by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council through the large parcel acquisition process; and 

WHEREAS, it is extremely difficult to identify the most important parcels meriting 
acquisition without having first hand knowledge of these areas, having lived in the 
Kodiak Island Borough area, and understanding the inter-relationships of the parcels 
and the importance of their multiple features which are deserving of special merit for 
consideration of purchase; and 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska Resolution No. 95-23 
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WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has completed a very careful and thorough ) 
process with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, the Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association, the Alaska State Parks system, 
and other agencies to identify the parcels which have multiple special merit value for 
inclusion in the restoration program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND 
BOROUGH that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is urged to give careful and 
thoughtful consideration to the list of parcels which have been selected as a result 
of a great deal of research by the multiple agencies and are recommended for 
acquisition to the Trustee Council by the Kodiak Island Borough on the basis of the 
multiple special merit value for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the outstanding wilderness, subsistence, commercial fisheries 
resource, critical habitat, recreational value, and access to larger parcel acquisitions 
concerns have been included in this recommendation and should be carefully 
considered by the Trustee Council in making a decision to acquire these parcels. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAI'JD BOROUGH that the parcels which should be acquired in the Kodiak Island -\ 
Borough in the following order of priority are: _J 

PARCEL 

KAP 145 

KAP 150 

KAP 130 

KAP 226 

KAP 220 

KAP 151 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

LOCATION 

Termination Point 

Karluk Weir Site 

Uyak Bay 

Karluk Lagoon 

Ayakulik River 

Ayakulik Weir Site 

Pauls Bay Weir Site 

Litnik (Afognak River) Weir Site 

Perenosa Weir Site 

Malina Weir Site 

Upper Station Weir Site 

Resolution No. 95-23 
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5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

15 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

36 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

KAP 116 

KAP 140 

KAP 109 

KAP 262 

KAP 106 

KAP 139 

KAP 245 

KAP 246 

KAP 247 

KAP 252 

KAP 96 

KAP 101 

KAP 104 

KAP 131 

KAP 132 

KAP 133 

KAP 137 

KAP 105 

KAP 100 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Akalura Weir Site 

Dog Salmon Flats Weir Site 

Red River Weir Site 

Waterfall Weir Site 

Kitoi Bay Hatchery Weir Site 

Thorsheim Weir Site 

Horse Marine Weir Site 

Karluk Lake Weir Site 

Sulua Bay 

Uganik Bay 

Sulua Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Brown's Lagoon 

Uganik Bay 

Gurney Bay 

Bumble Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Deadman Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait · 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Resolution No. 95·23 
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KAP 107 

KAP 125 

KAP 138 

KAP 142 

KAP 143 

KAP 115 

KAP 98 

KAP 99 

KAP 102 

KAP 103 

KAP 108 

KAP 110 

KAP 114 

KAP 123 

KAP 126 

KAP134 

KAP 135 

KAP 136 

KAP 144 

KAP 91 

KAP 93 

KAP 127 

KAP 270 

KAP 271 

KAP 272 

KAP 244 

KAP 263 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Shelikof Strait 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Sitka!idak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Halibut Cove 

Kiavak Bay 

Resolution No. 95·23 
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KAP 128 Kaguyak Bay 

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
THIS FOURTH DAY OF MAY, 1995. 

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

Jero M. Selby, Borough 

.P1i· 
Mi ael R. Milligan . ~ 

puty Presiding Officer v 
or Mary A. Monroe, Presiding Officer 

ATTEST: 

_) (;j;mnv< i:Jo)d 
Donna F. Smith, CMC, Borough Clerk 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska Resolution No. 95-23 
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May 26, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Council Members: 

.. 

Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association offers the following comments on 
Fiscal Year 1996 EVOS Restoration Proposals 

Our Association, representing 611 Kodiak commercial salmon fishermen, 
strongly recommends that the EVOS Trustee Council seriously weigh the importance of 
protecting several small parcels of habitat in the Kodiak Archipelago. These parcels 
would represent key acquisitions for long term protection of vital fishery resources 1n 
the Archipelago. Most significant of these parcels are: 

1) Parcel KAP 150, Karluk, Five (5) Acres 
2) Parcel KAP 220, Ayakulik River Mouth. Fifty-six (56) Acres 

Parcel KAP 150 would insure that the Karluk fish weir, the State's oldest active 
fish weir dating back 73 years to 1922, would be protected for perpetuity and thus the 
stock status database of Kodiak's most important salmon system would rema1n 1ntact 
While Karluk has not been specifically identified as having been injured in 1989, it was 
over-escaped with sockeye that year and its dcrninate even-year pink run has been 
significantly depressed since1990. This system's fishery resources are the primary 
source of subsistence fish for the villages of Karluk and Larsen Bay and provide 
significant levels of subsistence fish for the Villages of Port Lions and Ouzinkie as 
Karluk-bound salmon migrate past those villages This system's contribution to 
Kodiak's commercial sockeye fishery annually approaches 35-40% of the area's total 
sockeye harvest. Management of its large pink. sockeye and coho stocks directly 
impact more geography and more commercial fishermen than any other system on 
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Kodiak Its rapidly developing commercial and recreational sport fishery ranks th1s 
system as Kodiak's number one system for these user groups. The acquisition of 
parcel KAP 150 will yield ccntinued monitoring and research on Karluk's fish stocks, 
which include all five salmon species and major steelhead and char runs. 

Parcel KAP 220 is critical to continued operation of the Ayakulik weir. which is 
almost as old as Karluk's weir, dating back to 1929. Its importance for monitoring and 
research on Kodiak's second most important salmon system is second only to Karluk. 
Also, Ayakulik 's system includes the Red Lake drainage whose sockeye stock was 
identified as being injured from severe over escapement in 1989. Although, Red Lake's 
sockeye are currently identified by the Trustee Council as a recovering resource, 
ADF&G's 1995 pre-season harvest projection for Red Lake sockeye is at a record low 
level. The acquisition of this parcel would insure that the status of this injured resource 
is adequately monitored. Our Association 1s not in agreement with the Trustee's 
evaluation that the Red Lake stock is recovering The EVOS funded study on Red 
Lake's sockeye juvenile bio-mass status needs to be ccntinued, not curtailed as is 
currently being proposed. This system was defimtely impacted by the 1989 oil spill and 
was so identified early in the recovery process and from our perspective should be 
categorized as "not recovering ... 

· · Acquisition of these two parcels, and the continued monitoring of the Red Lake 
juvenile sockeye bio-mass are items of greatest prionty to our Association's members. 
While there are other small parcels associated w1th fish weir sites we feel as strongly 
about, we feel compelled to request that the parcels KAP 150 and KAP 220 be given 
the highest of consideration for acquisition. 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer our comments. 

Cordially, 

~py~/1/ /Jjt10'o7 

Lawrence M. Malloy, 
Executive Director 



SMALL PARCEL NOMINATION 

KAP-226 
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TO: 

FR0\1: 

Mark Kuwada 
Habitat Biologist 
Kodiak 

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF 
FISH AND GAME 

COJLlfERCIAL FISHERIES MANAGEJ!E.\7 ASD 
DEVELOP,'J!ENT DIVISION 

\ 1D 10 RA.c-.. "IHJ;\1 

DATE: 6 October 1994 
A..ASKA CE?T. Oc 

FISH & GAAI£. 

Bruce Barrett Oil"'-' t~ 
Regional Research Biologist 
Kodiak 

~r.T ll 1994 

REGION II 
HABITAT AND RESTORATION 

DIVISION 

SL "BJECT: Selected Karluk Properties 

We have re\iewed the ;ist of 16 Karluk properties provided to Pete Probasco by your ofiice 
yesterday. 

It is our reco=endation that the Department sponsor the first three listed parcels which are 
immediate to the Karluk River. By priority, they are: 

I. USS362, Tracts A-D, Karluk River 
2. USS 24 Karluk Spit 
3. USS44 Karluk, West 

The lands offer potential headquarters and operation sites for Karluk fisheries monitoring ~j 
development projects. In additional, the purchase of these lands would enhance public access and 
recreational opporrun.ity for subsistence and recreational fishers. Further, public ov.nersr~p wou;J 
provide stronger habitat protection options than are typically available when land is pri,a:el: 
ov.ned. 

The Karluk River is singly the most important salmon producing system in the Kodiak Is!J.nJ 
group. It supports runs of six salmon species which includes sleelhead trout. The sockeye 
escapement for this system alone averages about three quarters of a million fish annually. Public 
ownership of lands at the mouth of the Karluk River system is in the public interest. 

The files pertaining to the subject 16 proposed parcels are have been forwarded to Biologists Len 
Schwartz and Roger Smith for their review and comment. 

Thank you for soliciting our input. 

cc Probasco, Schwartz, Smith 
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Alex Swiderski 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Law 
1031 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage .• t.Jaska 99501-1994 

Dear Alex: 

_, __ .... ..-. ~.,' ) .. ·' 
- ~ - <: - • 0. 'lo' • • ,., ~ • _,_ ... 

April 8. 1995 

This is in response to your recent letter regarding Small Parcels #KAP 221) 
and #KAP 226 on the Ayakulik and Karluk Rivers on Kodiak Island. 

I had originally submitted a nomination package of fifty tracts on Kodiak Island 
for acquisition by the Oil Spill Trustee Council. Five of the tracts have 
subsequently been purchased directly by USFWS. Of the remaining forty five 
parcels, the only two to make your priority list were the Ayakulik.and Karluk 
parcels. 

I would agree that these are the two most valuable tracts on our list. but we "·en, 
only willing to consider their sale if they were included with the rema1n1ng 
waterfront tracts in our package. If they are to be considered separately. we "·ill 
not consider a sale on the basis of your determination of fair market value Tlwrt> 
is little or no probability that such an appraisal would account for the unll.JU<' 
value of these two properties. which are located on two of the premier ,:pnrt 
fishing rivers in the world. 

ThPrefore. please consider these tracts as withdrawn from our offer to sell \';,. 
may reconsider only in the event that you wish to negotiate for an entire paL·k.l>:•· 
of properties. 

We will continue to work directly with USFWS on the tracts that they contint~<' tn 
place a higher priority than the Trustee Council. 

Sincerely. 

Reed R. Stoops 

lT .Jim .Jan~en. Davtd :--iyn'. :\1£·(· Brmdlt·. :--.tally McCammon 



Kodiak Island Borough -~) 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Molly; 

710 MILL BAY ROAD 

KODIAK. ALASKA 99615-6398 

EXXotl VALZiEZ :J!L SFiL!. 
TRUSiEE COUr(CiL 

Per our recent discussion, enclosed is the Kodiak Island Borough Resolution No. 95-23 
prioritizing small parcel acquisitions in the Kodiak region. As indicated in the resolution, 
this priority is the result of input from all of the local staff people of the state and federal 
and private resource agencies on Kodiak Island as well as public interest, especially in /--..') 
Termination Point. -J 

As is obvious from our list, all parties were disappointed that the importance of commercial 
fisheries apparently had little value in the EVOS staff rating system since the weir sites did 
not rate very high. It also appeared that proximity or access to large parcel acquisition was 
not considered in the evaluation process. Many of these parcels are critical to the large 
parcels that are being acquired. The highest priority parcels on our list tend to have 
multiple special merit values for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. We are not sure the multiple factors were given enough consideration. We hope thts 
GCiil ba CUiiCC~Sd iiG'.;"·· 

If there are any questions, or if additional information is needed on any of the parcels 
please let me know and we will obtain the information for you as quickly as possible. 

I look forward to working with you and the Council on the acquisition of these parcels 

Sincerely, 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

'\.- Cf/j ~}~ -
J~by ~ 

Enclosure 



KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION NO. 95-23 

Introduced by: 
Requested by: 
Drafted: 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 

Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 
Mayor Selby 

05/04/95 
05/04/95 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN SMALL PARCELS 
WITHIN THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

AS PART OF THE SMALL PARCEL ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council has determined that 
acquisition of certain high value and special merit small parcels of land should be 
acquired as part of the overall restoration process resulting from the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill; and 

WHEREAS, many more parcels have been nominated and identified for consideration 
than can possibly be bought with the available funds by the Trustee Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has worked with the area's federal, state and 
local agencies that have an interest in restoration of the fish, marine mammal, bird, 
and wildlife species that were impacted by the oil spill, and in that process has been 
at:l'ie to define and identify critical habitat areas of property which have special merit 
value for the injured resources or services; and 

WHEREAS, many of the parcels that have been identified in this process of the 
Kodiak Island Borough working with the various agencies include outstanding 
wilderness areas, outstanding subsistence and recreational value areas, necessity for 
commercial fisheries habitat or management, outstanding critical habitat areas for the 
various species of birds and animals, and outstanding estuary areas for species 
protection for the future health of the ecosystem; and 

WHEREAS, many of these outstanding parcels have the multiple feature of being 
critical access areas for the larger parcels which have been acquired by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council through the large parcel acquisition process; and 

WHEREAS, it is extremely difficult to identify the most important parcels meriting 
acquisition without having first hand knowledge of these areas, having lived in the 
Kodiak Island Borough area, and understanding the inter-relationships of the parcels 
and the importance of their multiple features which are deserving of special merit for 
consideration of purchase; and 
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WHEREAS, the Kodiak Island Borough has completed a very careful and thorough 
process with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, the Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association, the Alaska State Parks system, 
and other agencies to identify the parcels which have multiple special merit value for 
inclusion in the restoration program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND 
BOROUGH that the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is urged to give careful and 
thoughtful consideration to the list of parcels which have been selected as a result 
of a great deal of research by the multiple agencies and are recommended for 
acquisition to the Trustee Council by the Kodiak Island Borough on the basis of the 
multiple special merit value for resources and services injured by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the outstanding wilderness, subsistence, commercial fisheries 
resource, critical habitat, recreational value, and access to larger parcel acquisitions 
concerns have been included in this recommendation and should be carefully 
considered by the Trustee Council in making a decision to acquire these parcels. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK 
ISLAND BOROUGH that the parcels which should be acquired in the Kodiak Island 
Borough in the following order of priority are: 

PARCEL 

KAP 145 

KAP 150 

KAP 130 

KAP 226 

KAP 220 

KAP 151 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

LOCATiON 

Termination Point 

Karluk Weir Site 

Uyak Bay 

Karluk Lagoon 

Ayakulik River 

Ayakulik Weir Site 

Pauls Bay Weir Site 

Litnik (Afognak River) Weir Site 

Perenosa Weir Site 

Malina Weir Site 

Upper Station Weir Site 
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5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

15 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

36 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

5 Acres (parcel# unknown) 

KAP 116 

KAP 140 

KAP 109 

KAP 262 

KAP 106 

KAP 139 

KAP 245 

KAP 246 

KAP 247 

KAP 252 

KAP 96 

KAP 101 

KAP 104 

KAP 131 

KAP 132 

KAP 133 

KAP 137 

KAP 105 

KAP 100 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Akalura Weir Site 

Dog Salmon Flats Weir Site 

Red River Weir Site 

Waterfall Weir Site 

Kitoi Bay Hatchery Weir Site 

Thorsheim Weir Site 

Horse Marine Weir Site 

Karluk Lake Weir Site 

Sulua Bay 

Uganik Bay 

Sulua Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Brown's Lagoon 

Uganik Bay 

Gurney Bay 

Bumble Bay 

Halibut Bay 

Deadman Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 
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KAP 107 

KAP 125 

KAP 138 

KAP 142 

KAP 143 

KAP 115 

KAP 98 

KAP 99 

KAP 102 

KAP 103 

KAP 108 

KAP 110 

KAP 114 

KAP 123 

KAP 126 

KAP 134 

KAP 135 

KAP 136 

KAP 144 

KJl.P 91 

KAP 93 

KAP 127 

KAP 270 

KAP 271 

KAP 272 

KAP 244 

KAP 263 

Kodiak Island Borough, Alaska 

Shelikof Strait 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Shelikof Strait 

Kiliuda Bay 

Sitkalidak Stiait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Uyak Bay 

Kaiugnak Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Kiliuda Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Sitka!idak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Sitkalidak Strait 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Three Saints Bay 

Halibut Cove 

Kiavak Bay 
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) 

PARCEL KEN- ICOI 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
THIS PARCEL 



) 

) 

SMALL PARCEL NOMINATION 

KEN -1004 



. ~------......... 

KAP 128 Kaguyak Bay 

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 
THIS FOURTH DAY OF MAY, 1995. 

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

Mi ael R. Milligan 
puty Presiding Officer 

or Mary A. Monroe, Presiding Officer 

ATTEST: 

_) (J;oJua '=/?4m0 
Donna F. Smith, CMC, Borough Clerk 
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MIKE NAVARRE 
- '\ REPRESENTATIVE 

o'.llU_. .. ,~ $;_~ ;;,;o.•• 

SrArcCA...~ 

Jt..:~"E.Al:, A.K 99801-t lS~ 
(907) 465-3779 

J 

D!STR!CT9 

August 9, 1995 

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AJ{ 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

I loME ADDR£Ss 

Box 169 - K..s......-.'1.1, AK 9':"{, 11 

(907) 262-7842 

I am writing this letter in support of the Kenai Native Association's land 
swap/purchase plan, utilizing Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) restoration funds. I 
have reviewed their request and I believe it is reasonable and provides many 
positive benefits to the State and the Association. 

The benefits accruing to the State would be the acquisition of land which borders 
the Kenai River, which in turn would permit controlled recreational public access 
to one of the State's most valued resources. The acquisition would also offer 
additional protection of the salmon spawning grounds and habitat of the Kenai 
River. 

The benefits to the Kenai Native Association would be a better and more usable 
land base with some additional cash reserves for economic development. KNA 
continues to search for economic opportunities for their group and this land 
swap/purchase would be a step in the right direction. 

Again, I am supportive of this transaction and I believe it holds opportunities and 
benefits for both parties. I am willing to assist in whatever way is necessary to 
bring this transaction to a successful and beneficial conclusion. Please feel free to 
contact me at (907) 283-7223. 

Sincerely, 
. /. /'' 
/":~/ ,:/ 
/ -r~/L<--.-

Mike Navarre 
State Representative 

@ rtcycl.td papa-



August l L 1995 

Ms. \lolly McCammon 
Executi '"'~ Director 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
6-t 5 G S u·eet. Suite 40 1 
Anchoral!e. Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear \Is- \¢,M[l~on: 
RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. Small Pared .-\cquisition 

,• ....... 
!:;,~.I ..; 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough has re,·ie\\·ccJ the proposed land exchange of three small 
parcels ot"land along the Kenai River from the Kenai :\atives Association, Inc. and would urge th~ 
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

The three parcels - Stephanka Tract 1803 acres 1. Moose River patent tract ( l, 243 acres 1 .• u1,l 
\lc'''''' Ri,er selected tract (753 acres) - \\"ill pro,·idc protection of invaluable salmon spcl\\ nin~ 
groun,\s and lands important to the Kenai Ri,er \\'atcrshed. 

l'rotection of the Kenai River fish habitat i> impunant to Alaska. Acquisition of these three 
tract:; ''ill pro,·ide necessary protection to assist in pr, '' iding the Kenai River salmon with the ktbi L>! 

n.:.:JcJ. 

Your support of the Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreciated. 

LMP!ria 

Sinccrclv yours. 

4~<-rt-~ 
Don Gilman 
\layur 

cc: Diana L. Zirul. Kenai Natives Association. Inc. 

.) 

J 
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· .. · 
August 11, 1995 ' ; - .. 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez OU SpUi Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 

RE: Kenal Natives Association, Inc. 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

: . ~ .,_,: 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT, INC. 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough Economic Development District, Inc. (EDD) 
finds this work of the Kenai Natives Association. Inc. consistent With our 
Overall Economic Development Program in taking prudent measures to 
make lands accessible to the general public. while recognizing the 
importance of salmon spawning grounds associated with the Kenai River. 

·rhe three parcels which qualify for EVOS funding. the Stephanka tract [803 
acres). the Moose River patent tract [ l. 243 acres). and the Moose River 
select tract [753 acres) would provide protection of a major public resource. 

l would urge the Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

Sincerely. 

I , . . 7 • 

::JW'"~!JVf /j.Lu/·rL {i ,uf "-,.t 
Stanley R Steadman 
Executive Director 

SRS/sb 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association 



·. 

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 

August I L 1995 

i'dr. George T. Frampton, Jr. 

lJJ N BINKLEY SOLD0TiJM. ALASKA 99669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262 ""·' 1 FAX (907)262·1892 

A"istant Secretary for Fish & \\'ildlife 
t·.,;. Department of the Interior 
l X-1'! C Street. NW. tv!S 3156 
\\.ashington. D.C. 10240 

Dec1r \lr. Frampton: 

Ric: Kenai l'iatives Association. Inc. Smalll'arcei .\cguisition 

. ' ... -.,-., '~· r. 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough has revie,,·eJ the proposed land exchange of three small 
parcels of land along the Kenai River from the Kenai '<<Hives Association, Inc. and would urge the 

h'<>ll \'aiJez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. ..) 

The three parcels - Stephanka Tract 1803 acres 1. \ locJse River patent tract (I, 243 acre, 1. .::· .. : 

\1," •sc Ri 1 cr selected tract ( 753 acres) - 11·i II prc11 i.!c rrutection of invaluable salmon 'f'·"' :1::1. 

gr•>uncb and lands important to the Kenai Ri1cr \\ .. :tcrsheu. 

Pr,,tection of the Kenai River !ish habiut i_, ""i'<lJUnt to .-\Iaska. Acquisition of these ti:: c.· 

tuc:ts "ill rr'" ide necessary protection to assist in!'" ·.1Jing the Kenai River salmon with the lu'·t·. · 
!lC;.:'-L._.d. 

I.\ IF.' ria 

A J /u~:/~/Y~ 
Don ( 1tlman 
\ {a\·pr 

cc: Diana L. Zirul. Kenai Natives Associ~tit'll. Inc. 



\ 
) 

The Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor of Alaska 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau. Alaska 99811-0001 

LANCE E. GIDCUMB 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

2530 BRITTANY DRIVE 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99504 

907/333-4911 

FAX 907/333-8191 

September 18, 1995 

'·. 

Re: Kenai Natives Association. Inc. EVOS Small Parcel Submissions 

Dear Governor Knowles: 

The Kenai Natives Association. Inc. (KNA) has submitted several of its land holdings for 
consideration by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council for acquisition. These lands. 
depicted generally on the enclosed map, are known as the Stephanka Tract (803 acres). the 
Moose River Patented Tract ( 1243.24 acres). and the Moose River Select Tract (753 acres). 
\Ve believe that all three tracts fall within the Kenai River Special Management Area. or 
adjacent to it, as described in the State's "Kenai River Comprehensive Management Plan." 

KNA. designated an "urban" corporation under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. has 
over 500 shareholders. When it selected its 23.040 acre entitlement under the Claims Act. 
approximately 19.000 acres fell within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. Those acres 
which lay within the Refuge came with restrictions on use and development. KN A has been 
working \Vith the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for many years to work an exchange of 
interests that would be mutually acceptable to both parties. The three tracts set forth above are 
parts of this comprehensive exchange of interests that has finally been agreed upon. In urder 
for the overall exchange to work. the three tracts will have to be acquired through purchase at 
fair market value. The Trustee Council must evaluate and determine if all three tracts in the 
Kenai River Watershed, together as a package, are worthy of acquisition. 

In reviewing the "Kenai River Comprehensive Management Plan," it would seem that the 
acquisition of these three tracts would be in the best interest of the State of Alaska in 
furthering this Plan. The stated goal of protecting and perpetuating the fishery and wildlife 
resources and habitat of the Kenai River Watershed would be supported. The stated goal of 
protecting and enhancing public use and enjoyment of the Kenai River Watershed would be 
furthered by the acquisitions. Formulating policies and specific guidelines for development 
activities on these lands, another stated goal, would be less burdensome. Finally, the burden 
of promoting public understanding and appreciation of the resource values of the Kenai River 
Watershed would be eased. It is our opinion that the best interests of the State of Alaska 
would be served by the acquisition of these three tracts by the Trustee Council, and that the 
support of the State of Alaska for these acquisitions would be consistent and in furtherance of 



The Honorable Tony Knowles 
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the goals stated in the "Kenai River Comprehensive Management Plan." 

My client, the Kenai Natives Association. Inc .. expresses its appreciation for your anticipated 
support of its small parcel submissions for acquisition by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council. 

Sincerely. 

enc. 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association. Inc. 
/Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council 

Deborah L. Williams, Spec. Asst. to the Secretary 
Marilyn Heiman, Spec. Asst. to the Governor 

\ 
) 



THE CO,SER\ATIO' fl 'D 

Molly McCammon. Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage. AK 99501-3+51 

Dear Molly. 

,. 
._} 

f~k \{) \ \!! U,i i -~ l!i'
.\[ \')1--.-\ R.U'I{f:"! \.. i \! !\ l 

1 v-r r ~~' 1 .h!. \t ,,r-_, .,.,,--
'• ,_: .,,,,_' 

I am writing to endorse acquisition by the EYOS Trustee Council of lands 
owned by the Kenai Natives Association (KNA) in the Small Parcel Habitat Protection 
Process. These lands within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge are exposed to the 
intense development pressures common on the Kenai Peninsula. On a recent 
overtlight. it was obvious that. unless protected. the Stephanka Tract will be 
overwhelmed by the small-lot subdivisions which now crowd the banks of the Kenai 
River immediately downstream. The recent spate of tlooding provided more reasons 
why additional human "improvemems .. are inappropriate along the Kenai. 

In addition to the EVOS restoration values presented by these lands. the KNA 
properties are parr of a negotiated 15.545 acre package. This package is widely 
supported by Alaska's congressional delegation. by conservationists. and by the Kenai 
Native community. This truly is a ,,·in·'-'·in-win proposition. 

l encourage your acquisition of the KNA lands in the EYOS Small Parcel 
Process. 

Partners in land and \\'ala conservation 

Res~tfully. / 

~;' / /;)>, ,fi, ['-
Brad Meiklejohn _' 
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We are wnting to exprcs~ our support for a IJnd c:tchangc/actJUi~itit•n pacbee 
involving Ute Kenai Natives Assuciatioulnc. (KNA) and !he U.S. Fish a11tl Wllulife Service 
{FWS) 011 the Kenai P~ninsulo. Under !he cuogression~lly-mandate<.l cxchaogclacquisll•nn 
package, KNA would rerPiw a combin•tion 11f lands and tun<.l1ng from the l'WS for lantl< 
wi!ltin !he l<cr~ai Natioml Wildlife Refti~c. 'J'Itc pi!Ck;lge Wfluld pmviue I<NA wiill il 

devclupaulc lallU (J;IS~ :tllJ t!w iuiallci;tiJIIcan~ !U jllllSLIC CC<IJIUIIJic ucvdcJpll!Citi alii ville>. 
The package would also •ddress a long-s~andiug inequity dMing back 10 the 1970s. 

In terms of II<Uttral '"·"">rcc protection, lhc ncxotiatecl pacbgc would protct;! lli):h
value fi51t 1111J wildlilc lt;IIlilal 111 rite refuge, improve FWS refu~" n1anag•men1, prumulc rhe 
E.rxon Vald<·zoil ~pil.l (EVOSI rt•storalion elTon and help protect .s~lmon spawning habitat on 
!he Kenai River· and a.,soci;lleli rr~hularies, as r«r! of !he nver;tll Kf.ll8i l<iver WulcrshcJ. 

In order (tJ illlpkllltlll !tiC lenns or !ho r•ckngc, we >i[l)ll~ly recnrnmenJ that the 
Dep.:1rJment secure [IH.: IH..'t..t::-s;lf)' rum.1111g for the :~t.::qut:sititln cumronenr nr rhe pack;.~gc: as 
cxpt·d<ii<'mly a\ pos<il·lr. We Slll'[l!lll lire usc of adJitional full\h from rhe. teder"l rosti!Ution 
SC!Ikllll;lll a-.: wdl as tin.· (1\L ttf l"iYil runds :ahninislcrcd by I he ioim J'ec.kral-sl;J(e EVOS 
"l'rtJI;{I.'C ( 'tllll!<.:d tn irrlf,h:rllt.'lll I he lCI'IllS nl !he p~r~:k;1gc. 

-\ 
) 
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I lrt Scplernber 8, 191)3, ihc U.S. Fislr autl Wildlife S~rvice ~nd KNA reached 
"!''<"crllerrl "" lire cxclrarrgc and acquisiliun package. l'unulllg and wmpleiiun of 1his 
··~~rt·c•tlt'nl h:ro..; het.:n peudiug sint:c thilt JiJHc. \Vt:. illso encourage you In rnnsiJer the usc <d 
"rl"·r lundirr~ "''urccs, including LWCF, lire Nurill American Weilands Conservation Fu11d '" 
\lf.'ll :n; f11i\';tl!.,'.fllllding. .SUUI'L'L'S. 

llonnrable Daniel R. Glickm~n 
Secretary. !Jepartmerrt of Agriculture 

ll111111!'abl~ Jarnes !Jakcr 

L \JlA,~ 
'""'"-....,--r"""c"'"'ivc G nrgc Milkr 

l(onkin~ Minor il Member 
llmrsc lk,nrrr·cc; Currrmiuee 

Adminimaror. National Oceanic ~11d Atmospheric Adminislr•tiurr 
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DEPARTMENTOFFISHA.t'IDGAME 

May 31, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 40 1 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 

p 0 80,'( 2:5526 
JUNEAU AL4S.'\~ _:_;so:!..:5526 
PHONE r907J .J65-~ ''.:';:: 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game requests that two parcels be given 
special merit consideration in Phase II of the Comprehensive Habitat Protection 
Small Parcel Evaluation and Ranking. KEN 1006 (Girves property Kenai River) 
and KEN 1009 (Cooper property Ninilchik River) have unique management 
values and provide important restoration benefits for injured species and services. 

Girves Property: Located near mile 19 of the Kenai River, this 110-acre parcel 
is situated just outside the City of Soldotna across the river from two heavily used 
state recreation sites--Centennial Campground and Slikok Creek State Recreation 
Area. The parcel provides key habitat for injured and replacement species 
including chinook salmon, coho salmon, pink salmon, and Dolly Varden. High 
levels of trespass recreational use occur from sportfishermen who access the 
property by boat. Acquisition of the parcel would enhance recreation bv 
providing additional public land for fishing and other recreational uses. At the 
same time, recreational amenities such as boardwalks and floating docks could be 
installed that would protect streambank vegetation for fish. 

Cooper Property: This 30-acre parcel is located on the Ninilchik River. 
approximately two miles upstream of the mouth. The Ninilchik River flows 
through the middle of the parcel and most of the property is classified as riparian 
habitat. Protecting riparian habitat benefits salmon and other fish that use this 
drainage, including pink salmon and Dolly Varden, two species that 

----------- ---------
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were injured in the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Recreational sport fishing, which 
currently occurs in trespass on the parcel. would be protected and could easily he 
enhanced by providing better access w the river. 

Sincerely, 

Frank Rue 
Commissioner 

cc: Ellen Fritts 
Lance Trasky 
Mark Kuwada 
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DEPARTMENTOFFISHAND GAME 

May31, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 40 l 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

' I 

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOH 

P.O. BOX 25526 
JUNE.4U, ALASKA 9~802-5526 
PHONE: (907) -465-~ :JO 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game requests that two parcels be given 
special merit consideration in Phase II of the Comprehensive Habitat Protection 
Small Parcel Evaluation and Ranking. KEN 1006 (Girves property Kenai River) 
and KEN 1009 (Cooper property Ninilchik River) have unique management 
values and provide important restoration benefits for injured species and services. 

Girves Propertv: Located near mile 19 of the Kenai River, this 110-acre parcel 
is situated just outside the City of Soldotna across the river from two heavily used 
state recreation sites--Centennial Campground and Slikok Creek State Recreation 
Area. The parcel provides key habitat for injured and replacement species 
including chinook salmon, coho salmon, pink salmon, and Dolly Varden. High 
levels of trespass recreational use occur from sportfishermen who access the 
property by boat. Acquisition of the parcel would enhance recreation by 
providing additional public land for fishing and other recreational uses. At the 
same time, recreational amenities such as boardwalks and floating docks could be 
installed that would protect streambank vegetation for fish. 

Cooper Property: This 30-acre parcel is located on the Ninilchik River, 
approximately two miles upstream of the mouth. The Ninilchik River flows 
through the middle of the parcel and most of the property is classified as riparian 
habitat. Protecting riparian habitat benefits salmon and other fish that use this 
drainage, including pink salmon and Dolly Varden, two species that 
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were injured in the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Recreational sport fishing. which 
currently occurs in trespass on the parcel, would be protected and could easily he 
enhanced by providing bener access to the river. 

Sincerely, 

7)~ 
Frank Rue 
Commissioner 

cc: Ellen Frins 
Lance Trasky 
Mark Kuwada 
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Ms. Molly McCammon 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Office 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

David W. Crowley 
1580 Alpine Vista Ct 

Fairbanks, AK 99712 
April 4, 1992 

I understand that the University of Alaska has recently nominated for purchase 
the land encompassing Gregoreoff and Levshakoff Creeks of Jack Bay in Prince 
William Sound. I was consulted by an associate, Mr. Jon Miller, for information 
pertaining to use of the area by Harlequin ducks and would like to provide you 
with the same. I conducted research on Harlequins for the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game in eastern Prince William Sound for 3 summers and wrote my 
master's thesis on the subject. I am not currently employed by ADFG and am 
writing as an informed advocate rather than an official. 

We surveyed Jack Bay 2 - 3 times per summer from 1991 - 1993 and monitored 
Gregoreoff Creek (ASC# 221-50-11230) and Levshakoff (221-40-11212) for 
Harlequin activity using mist nets. We captured 3 breeding hens in 1991 and 1 
non-breeding hen in 1992 on Gregoreoff, but did not detect breeding activity on 
Levshakoff. We observed 2 Harlequin broods near the mouth of Gregoreoff in 
1991, none in 1992 and 1 in 1993. We also saw a single brood near the relatively 
turbid Naomoff River (ASC# 221-50-11231) at theSE end of Jack Bay in 1993. 
Vlasoff Creek, a heavily silted stream located NE across Jack Bay from 
Gregoreoff, had no observed Harlequin activity. 

Although Levshakoff Creek itself was probably not of adequate size for nesting, 
the intertidal area near its outlet was quite important for foraging prior to 
breeding. The total numbers of Harlequin ducks counted in the entire Jack Bay 
during spring surveys were 28 in 1991 and 17 in 1992. Of those, 27 and 14 
Harlequins (respectively), including 17 pairs were observed roosting and 
foraging in the intertidal estuary of Levshakoff Creek. The remaining 4 
Harlequins counted in Jack Bay were near Gregoreoff Creek. 

We located 2 Harlequin nests on Gregoreoff Creek in 1991, giving it the highest 
linear breeding hen density of the 23 streams that we trapped. One nest was 
located approximately 0.6 km upstream at an elevation of 50 m, theother was 
about 1.5 km upstream and 120m elevation, both within 2 meters of the stream. 

Although low numbers (5-7) of Harlequins were observed near both Gregoreoff 
and Levshakoff Creeks during July molting surveys (particularly on the emergent 
rocks in western Levshakoff Cove) neither area was consistently used by molting 
flocks. Molting habitat tended to be along more exposed coastline and less 
disturbed by boat traffic than what is available in the protected coves. We often 
saw recreational boats moored in or near the coves, particularly on weekends. I 
think that most Harlequins in the area molted from Rocky Point south toward 
Black Point, and along western Bligh, Busby and Reef Islands. 



Harlequin ducks occur in Prince William Sound in a patchy distribution, reflecting 
their preference for shallow sloping intertidal areas that are strewn with beulders 
for roosting and rich in invertebrate prey. The coves into which Gregoreoff and 
Levshakoff Creeks flow is such a patch. They have extensive intertidal and 
estuarine areas, and because of their proximity to Valdez Arm, are possibly 
subject to nutrient deposition from tidal currents. The next closest concentration 
of breeding Harlequins is approximately 11 km to the west in Sawmill Bay. The 
next nearest flocks were about 10 km south on the offshore rocks of just north of 
Galena Bay. 

From my experience in working in Harlequin habitat along streams and estuaries 
(i.e., creating disturbance) and in observing avoidance behavior of Harlequins 
towards people camping near intertidal habitat, I have no doubt that development 
of the area around Gregoreoff and Levshakoff Creeks will largely displace 
breeding Harlequins. This would not likely have a measurable effect on the 
Sound-wide population of Harlequin ducks. Because Harlequins exhibit low 
productivity and fidelity to breeding and molting areas, however, it probably 
would affect productivity in the region of Valdez Arm, as displaced ducks attempt 
to breed elsewhere. It has been documented in other species of philopatric sea 
duck that females attempting to nest in new locations are less productive than 
those nesting in sites from previous seasons. I believe that this area in Jack Bay 
should be acquired and managed for Harlequins beth to maintain L'1.e local 
population and to potentially contribute to the restoration of Harlequin ducks in 
the oil spill area through colonization by subadults. 

A management plan for Harlequin ducks in Jack Bay should include 2 objectives: 
protection of breeding habitat, and limiting disturbance by human activity along 
streams and estuaries during the breeding season. Stream-side buffers of abeut 
50 meters should be maintained along the tributaries and main channels to protect 
structural characteristics of the vegetation, provide-visual isolation and protect 
aquatic habitat from siltation. Camps set up by- bear hunters, beate...rs and 
fisherman should be away from stream banks and estuaries ( 75 - 100 m) to 
minimize disturbance to foraging and brood-rearing habitat. Residential or 
commercial development and heavy recreational activity could not occur within the 
area, as they would cause beth habitat degradation and disturbance. Limited 
recreational use of the area, such as hiking, kayaking and hunting would 
probably not disrupt the breeding and brood-rearing periods. 

I hope this information is useful to you. Please feel free to call me at 457-8000 if 
you have any questions. 

Sincerely, f[j ~ 1J' 
David W. Crowley 
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March 1, 1995 

OIST. 

P.O. Box 1353 
Valdez. AK 99686 

Phone: 907-835-4300 
Fax: 907.835.5679 

RECEIVED 
OFflCE OF L.A.ND JrM.NACE"M.fNT 

LOG ; 

r~AR 7 1995 

Rcfc:aem.:i:: Nominating University lands at Jack Bay for purchase by the Oil Spill Trustee Council 

Dear Mr. Epstein, 

·' The Alaska Wilderness Recreation arid Tourism Association (A WRTA) is requesting that the 
Univcroity of Al<15kd .:..:.u~i<lc1 uu •. uil111Liu:s a 900 a<.:rc par<.:cl al Jack Bay !or poss!l>le purcnase oy me 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. The land is adjacent to the Jack Bay State Marine Park, and 
the Division of State Parks is willing to be the agency sponsor so that the property can be considered for 
purchase by the Trustees under the small parcel acquisition process. 

;_ This propeny contains important wildlife habitat for species that were hurt by the spill. Several 
of o.tir members have provided the Oil Spill Trustees with biological survey information of the area. We 
belleve that the Oil Spill Trustees are interested in entering negotiations wit.h t.h~>< University to 
purchase this parcel at fair market value. The University must nominate this parcel for consideration 
however, before the Oil Spill Trustees can enter into negotiations. 

The University has so far declined to nominate this 900 ucre parcel. Presumably this is because 
your office believes that the land is suitable for future development and greater profit. While the 
University's Jack Bay property rnay initially appear to hold promise for development, a closer 
look at the characteristics of the property and its recent history indicate that it may hold little 
promise for more profitable future development. We believe that when these factors are consid
ered, the University may fmd that selling this land to the Oil Spill trustees is its "highest and best 
useu. 

1) The physical characteristics of the property are not conducive to development or human 
habitation. 

The State proposed ro subdivide this land in the early 80's as part of a large proposed residential devel
opment on the south side of Jack Bay, but greatly reduced the scale of this project after initial field 
assessments showed the area to be poorly suited for habitation. Steep, rugged terrain, shallow, saturated 
soils, and limit<Od access were among the reasons that the ;tate evcmually offered only rwelve 7.0-<lcre 
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homesteads on the eastern ponion of the original, much larger project area. These homesteads have not 
bet~n v•ry "cucceE;cful,, in tho !)c)n:Jo tho.t o. number of them. were retu..ro.cd to the 3to.tc o.t lc~t once l.J.c ... 

cause of inaccessibility, scarcity of cabin sites, high cost of surveying, and remoteness. Although 
scenic, the area is impractical for even recreational cabins. Most of the terrain consists of steep slopes, 
ridges, and narrow stream valleys. As is typical for this region, the only flat, open areas are sarurated 
muskeg bogs. 

Other relevant physical considerations identified in DNR' s preliminary assessment included the 
following. The potential for erosion of cleared areas is high, and localized soil instability is a concern. 
Geological hazards identified in the assessment included risk of ava!nnchc due to heavy snowfall, deep 
winr~r <nnwp~r.lc.. ~nd steep slopes; high \tJinds, (with "ttend:>nt tree-throw and boo.t mooring rides]; o.nd 

high eanhquake and tsunami hazard. 

Access to the property from the bay is problematic. To the co=ents made in the preliminary 
report we would add from our own experience chat there are no protected mooring sites. and the least 
,o.1<.posed sites occur iru:ide the two inleu: at the mouth~ of Grogorcoff and 1.<;-,,b.nkoff Creek>. The 

intertidal zone in these inlets is quite broad with gently sloping muddy bottoms, and boats would have to 
be moored a minimum of several hundred feet offshore to avoid stranding at low tide. Also, as dis
cussed below, these inlets and the streams that empty into them contain the most productive and sensi
tive wildlife habitat in the area, a.'ld it is likely that Army Corps of Engineers permits to construct docks 
or to mok" othc,· nc<U-~Ilut" .LUuillfi~.:aLiuu~ iu Lh<:se inlcuo would be d!f!l<:Ult to Obtalll. 

2) Stringent zoning and DEC regulations pose substantial obstacles to developing this remote 
site. 

The University property is part of the area originally proposed for subdivision and subsequently rejected 
by DNR. About one-third of the parcel, including nearly all of the shoreline properry.lies inside Valde7. 
city limits, although it is 15 miles by water from the actual city. The Valdez Planning Department has 
reiterated that all development inside city limits must conform to building, flre, electrical, plumbing, and 
zoning codes. These restrictions would create considerable difficulty for a developer in tllis remote site; 
it would also be i.c:ipo;sible for the city to provide many services here. For this reason, the) city formally 
objected to DNR's plans to develop any of the land that fell within city boundaries. Also, the Valdez 
subdivision code states that no lot line shall cross a municipal boundary, which limits potential lot 
layout. 

A prelimin;uy site assessmeut failc<.l tu find ~oil conditions suitable !or septic systems throughout 
the original DNR project area. including the University property. DEC will not permit outhouses or 
septic tanks here ; human waste treatment must be self contained, as with incendiary or composting 
toilets (the latter is not feasdhl~ in ~ rP.r:T't":Arinn~l f"!\hiT'l rhM fr..-,..7~(:) ~;;;,f'~ ~rin.ki.ng u1g,t•r .:upply ic li.k:ol~' 
to be a Droblem: the most orobable water source:'\ won lei ht-: rit':l!":p ~nti r.n.<.tly w~1h. i., l~l.h''-•,:l ,_,t· r;,c.iu 

'uater cat~hmenc:. Surfa.oe -..va.tor from .:Jtrca.rn.3 would hnvc to be trc..Atcd l:.x:J.:.A~c uf We IJLCVi:1lCU(.;t: uf 

wild mammals in the area. 
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3. The property contains and is adjacent to important wildlife habitat which may interfere 
with obtaining necessary permits. 
Gregoreoff, Levshakoff, and the unnamed stream that lies between them are responsible for about 40% 
of the pink salmon that spawn in Jack Bay (a biannual average of 28,400 salmon, according to ADF&G 
records). The lower reaches of the screams, intertidal zone, and estuaries receive concentrated seasonal 
use by Bald Eagles, black bears, river otters, and harbor seals, as well as other species that rely on 
spawning salmon. Eagle nesting on the property is probable, given the abundance of young eagles near 
the streams during the sununer. 

Harlequin Ducks use the estuaries to forage and rear their broods. An ADF&G Harlequin Duck 
srudy found three fem.Ues uest.i.l.lg aloug 0L"cgun:uff Creek in 1991, an unusually large number for a 
stream of this size. Both "stuaries are us.::d for brood rearing and foraging. and the ducks are frequently 
concentrated while resting on intertidal rocks here. A severe decline in Harlequin Duck reproductive 
success coinciding with the Exxon Valdez oil spill has caused ADF&G and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service tn he p~rrkularly concerned about potential impact> ro this duck's habitat. Due to more pcrvu
'ive g.nd Ions term deolino:J, thi3 3pccica m.c.y be added to the "tbrc4teo.cd" .5pec.ic~ li.st bc::fu.Lc:: lvu,o. 

Human activities have been documented to have detrimental effects on this shy species during the brood 
reari.Og stage. 

In the early 80's ADF&G repeatedly objected to DNR's plans to subdivide land on the south side 
of Jack Bay because of the important wildlife habitat found there. Now, following extensive damage to 
certain species and their habitats resulting from the oil spill, regulatory agencies are even more critical 
of cqmpromises to shore-line habitats. Alteration of the intertidal, beach, or riparian areas requires an 
AI;:ny Corps of Engineers wetland permit; Fish and Wildlife Service and ADF&G are likely to be · 
critical of alterations to this sensitive habitat because of concentrated salmon, eagle, Harlequin Duck., 
and bear use of these small areas. 

4. A WRTA's Interest in this land: A WRTA represents recreational users and tourism businesses. 
Jack Bay is impo.rtllnt to a number of recreatioual u~crs anc.l touri~m companies including recreational 
and commercial sport fishing, kaya.king/camping. and tour boat operators. The mouth of Jack Bay is 
used extensively by sport fishermen and charter boat operators. A study by the Prince William Sound 
J\quaculrurc Association found that fishermeu cujuycc.l Lhe scenic and aesthetic qualities or their trips as 
much as catching fish. Loss of scenic qualiry could adversely affect the popularity of Valdez as a charter 
sport fishing destination or reduce the rates charter boat operators could charge. The Jack Bay State 
Marine Parle arrrnr:r.~ visirnr~ Arlr.fi1ion of the University Lo.nd to the Sto.tQ M:>.rine P<ll'l< would provido 

room for expansion of a trails and tent camping system to accommodate increased recreational and 
tourism use. Some 40 percent of all visitors to Prince William Sound pass through the Valdez Narrows 
~t"':ross: the- m.outh of J~k B:ay. Tha property inoludoo 4 milc3 of 3h~rclinc lUld a.d.j:t~cnt uplAOds dl.::tt i.s 
highly vbiblc from po.s5ing tow uv<1l.> <~.Lu.l 3pon Clsh.ing boats. ResldemJaJ or commercial development 
or timber harvest here is likely to detract from the impressive vista. 

A WRT A has an interest uJlllainta.in.ing the natural beaury of principal tourist aruactions in the 
state, since the health of the tourism industry is directly affected by visito1S' imprc~~iuw. IL should 
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come as no surprise that we would prefer to see this land become part of the Jack Bay State Marine Park 
than to be developed. However, we also believe that the University is likely to profit by reconsidering 
their option to make this land available for purchase by the Trustees. There are several considerations 
thai are likely to limit the potential for revenue generation from this property. We offer the following 
information in the hope that it will encourage your office to investigate this property and your option to 
sell it. 

In addition to our own familiarity with Jack Bay, we have done a bit of research on the adjacent 
State homestead disposal area. whi~h w~• miein•lly inrPnrl.,.d ,, inr.h1de the land that ha. <ince been 

deeded to the University. Our information comes from the following sources, available in the Jack Bay 
Project tiles in the Anchorage DNR Public Lands Office: Jack Bay Subdivision GSC 497 Step 1 Evalua
tion Report (OceanT~ch); DNR Divi>ion of Land and Water Management proposed Jack Bay home
stead/subdivision conveyance "Preliminary Decision," "Final Finding," and attached documents. We 
have also spoken with a number of ADF&G ""ci TTSF~W.~ hinlnei.<r.< ohnm wildlif'> i••ues, in addition 
to reviewing comments made by ADF&G in the ahovl! rl~nm.,nr.< 

In conclusion, while the property is relatively close to Valdez and attractive from a distance, 
realistic opportunities for development are probably rather limited by the physical features ·Of the land 
itSc'!lf. ir.c;;. lnr:~tinn. ~nd IV'litir~l rt:\nr.4ruC'. I£ th•l!lnd i5: nomina.t•d by th• Univoroity, i' oo..,rn.:~lilcoly tho.t ---~ 

the Trustees will seriously consider purc:ha~ing it: as Wl\11 •~ m"ririne rnn<P.rvorinn f...,m a biolc.gical \ 
standpoint, it is also adjacent to the existin2 Jack Bay Stat~ Marin" P"rk-. •nrl rh" 3"""""1 or.-o ,,.,.,;ve< ~/ 
considerable recreational use by the public. 

The University may very well flnd that selling this land to the Oil Spill Trustees is the be~t economic me 
for this land. You probably do nor need to be reminded that this is likely ro be the only opportUnity the 
State has to make such an offer, and that the deadline for nominations is approaching quickly. 

We hope that you fmd this information useful, and that you keep your options open by nominating this 
parcel to the Oil Spill Trustees. 

Sincerely, 

~/.~ 
Nancy R. Lethcoe, President 
Jim and Nancy Lerhcoe, Alaskan Wilderness Sailing Safaris 
Stan and Mary Helen Stephens, Stan Stephens' Charters 
Kevin Hufford, Prince William Sound Express 
David Lindeau, Dave's Marine 
Jim Heston, Seaview Charters 
Ed Davis, recreational user 
Bill Copeland, Donna Lane, Raven Charters 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
March 28, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

Council 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

The Valdez City Council recently took action to support the 
purchase of University of Alaska land in the Jack Bay area by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. 

A portion of this University of Alaska property is located within 
the Valdez city limits. This property has very little 
developmental potential in that it will not support residential 
use, be it permanent or recreational in nature. The property has 
very little timber value. 

The property has high scenic value. The property is located at the 
entrance of Jack Bay and is visible from the Valdez Narrows in 
which cruise ships travel. The State of Alaska already maintains 
a marine park in Jack Bay and the purchase of the University of 
lHaska property could be a fine addition to this State Marine Park. 

The City of Valdez, through its city Council, has gone on record as 
supporting the purchase of this property by the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council. I hope that you will honor the City's 
request in negotiating with the University of Alaska Statewide 
Office of Land Management for the purchase of this property. 

Sincerely, 

!!(~oc 
City of Valdez 

cc: Martin Epstein, Statewide Office of Land Management 

#51Jackbay.328 

P.O BOX 307 • VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686 
TELEPHONE {907) 835·4313 ·TELEX 25-381 • TELECOPIER 1907)835-2992 



28 March, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Office 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

I am writing to provide your office with some background 
information about a parcel of land in Jack Bay that has been 
nominated for the small parcel acquisition process by the 
University of Alaska. I own land in the nearby state 
homestead disposal and have an interest in the continued 
ecological health of the area. Although the University does 
not appear to have plans for this land at the present time, 
residential development or timber harvest is likely to be 
their preferred option at some time in the future. 

The following comments are based on field notes and 
recollections from 5 visits I have made to the area since 
1991, as well as information gleaned from various referenced 
sources. I should mention that I have a M.S. in biology with 
research experience in avian ecology; my interest in the local 
fauna is, therefore, more focused than in might otherwise be. 

The University owns ~ 940 acres, with roughly 4.5 miles 
of shore line, between Tongue Point and the state homestead 
dispos~l area (see attached plat map). The shore line 
includes boulder-strewn and low c1iffy areas, beaches with 
beachgrass, and fairly extensive intertidal mudflats with 
mussel beds. Three streams with substantial pink salmon runs 
terminate on the property. Large, dense seagrass beds occur 
in the estuary at the mouth of Gregoreoff (and, as I recall, 
also Levshakoff) Creek. Upland habitats include old growth 
spruce-hemlock forest on gentle to steep slopes with muskeg on 
terraces. 

I have been repeatedly impressed by the diversity and 
abundance of wildlife occuring on and adjacent to the 
University land (relative to nearby areas in eastern Prince 
William Sound), due primarily to the presence of the three 
pink and chum salmon spawning streams, the broad intertidal 
zone, and the estuaries. Gregoreoff and Levshakoff Creeks are 
responsible for about 40% of the pink salmon that spawn in 
Jack Bay, according to long term ADF&G records (see below). 
The lower reaches of the streams, the intertidal zone, and the 
estuaries that occupy the inlets beyond the stream mouths are 
areas of concentrated seasonal use by a variety of soecies 
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that depend on the influx of energy and nutrients during the 
spawning season. 

I am concerned that residential development (or even 
substantial increases in the level of recreational use) of 
these inlets is likely to have a marked negative impact on use 
of these areas by wildlife. Because of the high biological 
importance of these localized areas, impacts caused by habitat 
alteration or human disturbance here could extend well beyond 
the small geographic area affected. I mention these 
considerations, which are no doubt much more familiar to your 
staff than to myself, to point out 1) the local or even 
regional significance and scarcity of these and similar "key" 
habitat areas, and 2) the importance of managing the estuaries 
(if they should end up as part of the nearby Jack Bay State 
Marine Park) to minimize disturbance. 

Wildlife species listed as ''Injured resources'' in the 
small parcel nomination materials that I have observed on the 
University property or adjacent intertidal or estuarine areas 
include the following: 

1) Pink Salmon. Long-term ADF&G records show an average 
biannual escapement of 28,400 salmon for Gregoreoff and 
Levshakoff Creeks combined (Wayne Donaldson, ADF&G, pers. 
comm.). The small stream that lies between them has a smaller 
run. A number of Chum salmon spawn in Gregoreoff Creek, as 
well. 

2) Dolly Varden. Dolly Varden are present in Gregoreoff 
Creek.· I have seen a school of about 20 spawning Dolly Varden 
several hundred yards upstream from the terminus, and small 
numbers occur above the short waterfall. 

3) Bald Eagle. During the spawning season, eagles are often 
abundant near the streams. In mid July, 1992, I counted over 
40 adult and immature eagles during a brief boat ride between 
Gregoreoff Creek and the State Marine Park, less than two 
miles away. In early July, 1994, Eva Saulitis and John Lyle 
counted 20 eagles in Gregoreoff Creek inlet. Although I have 
not observed nesting on the University property, it is not 
unlikely that eagles do nest here: there is ample suitable 
nesting habitat in the 4.5 miles of coastline, and recently 
fledged young of the year forage for salmon on Gregoreoff 
Creek in late summer. 

4) Black Oystercatcher. I have observed pairs and (family?) 
groups of 3-4 oystercatchers foraging in mussel beds in the 
intertidal zone near Gregoreoff Creek, and along the rocky 

2 



shoreline between Gregoreoff and Levshakoff Creeks. They may 
nest on the nearby islands in Jack Bay State Marine Park. 

5) Harlequin Duck. Fairly large numbers of Harlequins 
frequently forage in Gregoreoff Creek inlet and rest on 
intertidal rocks there. For example, in June of 1992 I 
repeatedly observed from 5 to more than 10 ducks here; and on 
6 June, 1994, I saw 16 Harlequins loafing on these rocks. I 
have spoken with Sam Patton and Dave Crowley, who conducted an 
ADF&G Harlequin Duck study that included Gregoreoff and 
Levshakoff Creeks. In 1991, Gregoreoff Creek supported 3 
breeding females; two nests were found, giving this stream the 
highest nesting density of all 23 streams included in the 
survey. No breeding activity was detected on Levshakoff 
Creek, but the estuary was identified as an important foraging 
and resting area. According to Dave, increased human or boat 
traffic in these small inlets is likely to displace this 
breeding population of Harlequin Ducks. 

6) Harbor seal. Seals are often present in small numbers in 
Gregoreoff Creek inlet during the spawning season. Although I 
have never seen more than two seals at one time here, the 
frequency with which I see them suggests that this may be an 
important foraging area. 

7) River Otter. Otters 
Gregoreoff Creek inlet. 
three or four occasions 
common on the shore. 

seem to be common in and near 
I have seen one or more otte~s on 

since 1991, and their sign is q~1te 

"Injured services" provided by the University propert,· 
include a variety of recreational uses. Sport fishermen. 
pleasure boaters, bear hunters, and kayakers use this area 
frequently. 

During the early 1980's ADF&G repeatedly voiced their 
concerns about residential development of State land 1n Jac~ 
Bay (which included the land currently owned by the 
University) due to impacts on wildlife habitat and recreat1on. 
The following is an excerpt from a letter in DNR's Jack 3a! 
Homestead Project files. 

We object to this disposal because it is highly 
productive black bear and mountain goat habitat 
and supports considerable recreational hunting. 
The major streams are also significant pink and 
churn salmon spawning streams and contribute to one 
of the most important salt water sport fisheries 
in the Valdez area. Frequent herring spawning 
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also occurs along the intertidal beaches in the 
southwestern corner of the disposal area. The 
Chugach Regional Study recommended that the salmon 
streams, wildlife habitat and high ppblic use 
areas be avoided [for development]. ' 

(Black bear density does seem to be quite high in the area, 
and I saw a female with five young at the mouth of Gregoreoff 
Creek in September 1994.) 

Archeological Resources. Chugach Natives, Inc. filed an 
application for cemetery and historical site recognition for two 
locations on the University parcel: the tip of the small 
peninsula that projects northward between Gregoreoff and 
Levshakoff Creeks, and a larger area that encompasses all of 
Gregoreoff Creek inlet. This occurred in the early 1980's when 
the state was attempting to include this parcel in the Jack Bay 
homestead disposal. I am attaching a map from DNR files that 
depicts these areas (proposed land conveyance AS 38.05.035 (a) 
(14)). 

I hope that you will find these comments useful. If you 
have any questions about this material, or if I can be of further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for 
your efforts to mitigate oil spill damage in the Sound. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Jon Miller 
2630 Home Run 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
(907) 479-5629 

From a letter to Margaret Hayes, Southcentral District 
Manager, DNR Division of Land and Water Management, from ADF&G. 
October 26, 1983. 
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To: Molly McCammon, PAG Group 
From: Nancy R. Lethcoe 
Date: Aprill4, 1995 

P.O. Box 1353 
Valdez, AK 99686 

Phone: 907-83!5-4300 
Fax: 907.835.5679 

I am sorry I am not able to attend the April20-2l meeting, but I must be in Fairbanks for a promotional 
show for our business. I look forward to joining you at the June 13-14 meeting- unless we receive so 
many bookings I am unable to get away. 

I have concerns about three small parcels I wish to bring to your attention: 

1. The University of Alaska has two land parcels adjacent to the Valdez Duck Flats. The Forest Service 
agreed to sponsor one parcel which is the site of its Valdez information center. The other, adjacent 
parcel, was not sponsored. I did not realize that this area was two separate parcels until guite recently 

- ' and have been trying to identify why the Forest Service did not sponsor both parcels (please see attached 
__) letter to Phil Janik). 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service lim the Valdez Duck Flats as an Area of National Significance. 
because Hudson ian God wits nest here. The unsponsored parcel is a significant por1ion of the Valdez 
Duck Flats viewshcd for the Information Center. but more importantly, the alder shrublands and 
saltmarsh extending out to the mudflats are imponant habitat for microtines, river otter, weasel. numer
ous nesting birds, and a rich mudflats flora and fauna. This is an important staging area for shorebirds 
during the spring and fall migrations. Bald eagles perch on the dead limbs of the cottonwoods while 
feeding in the area. The spruce forests (on inner point on southern boundary) are thought to be nesung 
sites for marbled murrelets which are seen in the Duck Flats area. Harbor seals and Steller Sea hons feed 
in the adjacent mudflats at high tide and haul out on the rocky islets. Some years, in the winter large 
flocks of common murres move into this area to feed. Sea otters feed in this area year round. The .A. T 
Transient Pod of Killer Whales and others have been spotted in Port Valdez and may be feeding on the 
animals that feed in the Duck Flats. Some of the area may be used as a nursery for out-migrating salmon 
fry and as a milling area for spawning salmon. I am told that some local residents gather eggs for subsis
tence use in this area. 

According to Martin Epstein, the University of Alaska is a willing seller, although they also have some
one who wants to purchase the land for an RV park. Construction of an RV park here would not only 
destroy this biologically rich parcel and adversely affect the adjacent mudflats, but it would also have a 
significant impact on the visual quality and wildlife viewing opportunities for local residents and other 
tourists. Currently, at least 200,000 visitors pass this area annually. The Forest Service estimates that 
80,000-120,000 stop at their interpretive center. Local businesses conduct wildlife watching trips by 
kayak trips in the area. Valdez A WRTA members and local residents would like to see wildlife viewing 
and interpretive areas constructed- perhaps across the highway in conjunction with the City's Gazebo. 



AWRTA. P.O. Bo.< 1353. Valdez, AK 99686 
p ' 

' We are most concerned about the loss of habitat and opportunities to view wildlife dependent upon th 2 t 
habitat. 

2. The second parcel is at Jack Bay. Please see my attached letter to Martin Epstein. This parcel is very 
important to local recreational users, A WRTA business members, and the cmise/tourboat industry. We 
strongly support purchasing and adding it to the Jack Bay Marine Park. We would hope to see the 
habitat protected, while perhaps adding some amenities to the area, such as trails, mooring buoys, and 
tent camping sites. The area is viewed by all tourboat and cruiseship passengers entering and leaving 
Port Valdez. Logging would impact the visual quality. The old growth forest provides nesting. shelter, 
and perch sites for numerous birds. We do not know if any marbled murre lets nest in the area. but river 
otter, weasel. and mink are known to occur. Offshore, sea otters, harbor seals. Steller sea lions and killer 
whales use the adjacent waters. The site also has intertidal zone values. 

3. I have received a fax from Michael McBride of Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge describing the Fox 
Island Small Parcel. I would like to suggest that this site be reviewed for possible purcha>e and inclusion 
in the Kachemak Bay State Park. 

Sincerely, 

~/~ 
Nancy R. Lethcoe 
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United Stat:es 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

.l'•.laska Region P.O. Box 21628 
Juneau, AK 99802-1628 

File Code: 1590 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

o~/ .rtf'£--_./ 
Dear~~mon: 

Date: tMY 2 5 1995 

tXXON VALD£l OIL S·P!U. 
.,.,,.Jr.~--,- ·'"!JNC'. inl;,:!::r; \.:I,J 1L 

We would like to request that the Grouse Lake parcel (KEN 1014) nominated by 
owner Dean Anderson during the secondary phase of the comprehensive Small 
Parcel Habitat Evaluation and Ranking Process be placed in the category of 
11 Parcels Meriting Special Consideration 11

• 

This parcel was evaluated by the Habitat Work Group and received a score of 18 
placing it just below the minimum score of 20 for a moderate restoration value 
ranking. This parcel borders Grouse Lake and Creek and is contiguous with the 
Chugach National Forest. It can be easily incorporated into existing 
management plans and will enhance public access to recreational opportunities 
as it is within about 5 miles of Seward. It also provides habitat for sockeye 
and pink salmon, and Dolly Varden char. Thus, we feel that this parcel has 
unique characteristics which will provide for Lhe restoration of injured 
resources and associated services. 

In reference to another parcel {PWS 1010) Jack Bay, we are also interested in 
requesting special merit status. We have coordinated a recommendation 
submitted by Alaska Department of Natural Resources to initiate special merit 
status dated May 22nd. The Forest Service is also interested in incorporating 
this parcel into National Forest Management for the restoration of injured 
resources and associated services. 

We appreciate your consideration of these parcels and should you require 
additional information, please contact Dave Gibbons. 

Sincerely, 

Regional Forester 

Caring for the Land and Serving People 

Printed on Recycled Paper .. "i 
FS-6200-28b ( 12/93} ,..,. 
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Dear Molly McCammon, 

I am a teacher and a parent at Homestead School in Eagle River. For 
the last 8 years I have taught a unit on tide pools. As a culminating 
finale, I invited the students of Homestead and their families to join me 
at Lowell point in the Spring at low tide. We have grown from 7 5 people 
the first year to more than 300 the last few years. Rangers from the 
Kenai Fjords and the State Parks have me't us and helped us in our 
discoveries. The K.M. Rae building opens to show us movies and the fish 
tanks. It has been a wonderful experience, as well as educationaL 

1 am asking that your board approve the purchase of Lowell point for 
the use of aiL I've been to other states where there is no public access to 
beaches or access is limited. Please preserve this tide pool area. We 
haven't found another like it in 8 years. 

~~A1 
Roxann Kopischke{/ 
17424 Meadow Creek 
Eagle River, Alaska 

99577 



5-2-95 

Dear Mary McCammon: 

I am a parent and a teacher at Homestead Elementary School. 
For many years our family and our school have enjoyed learning 
about Alaska's tide pools and being responsible observers of 
nature. 

I would like to stress my concern that the Lowell point area be 
purchased for everyone's use and not just a select few. I 
believe having a recreation area for all use- will increase the 
education of Alaskan's and visitors of the wonderful wildlife we 
have and need to protect. 

Please consider our wishes and our state's need for places like 
Lowell point. If they are all bought up commercially or by 
private owners where else can we go to explore and learn about 
the wildlife in our tide pools? 

Sincerely, 

~8~ 
1 8001 Baran off 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
907 -694-~ 1 ~). 

_) 
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19005 Chichagof Loop 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

May 6. 1995 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

!o) rf-2 ;';"" :':7· :: '\,7 .· ': '=:', ........ 'Jl 
I
·Jn! -·· - · -·· ·-· .. ·. • · 1 
IL IV.".· L':::) ,,JA' " 

EXXON VALJ!.:2 DlL S?iL!. 

I have two children who are students at Homestead Elementary School in Eagle River. 
The school has sponsored family field trips to Seward once a year during a low tide for 
the last 8 years. Participation in this activity has grown to 300 people last year and at 
least that number are expected to take advantage of this opportunity again this year. 

Access to the tidal area has heen rrnviriP.ri hy .James McCracken. However, we have 
learned that Mr. McCracken is selling his property. It is our understanding that the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is con.sidering the purchase of Mr. McCracken's 
property to allow public access to the tidal area at Lowell Point. If this purchase is not 
made by the Council the land will most likely become unaccessible to the public for 
scientific and educational studies. 

I consider this acquisition to be an excellent opportunity for the State of Alaska and 
especially for the school children who benefit greatly from the hands-on learning 
experience of easy access to the tide pools. 

Even if the Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation does not have the funding 
to fully administer the site at this time, we would like you to take into consideration the 
fact that this is a good opportunity to acquire the land base for future generations. 
Additional benefits will be gained by the fact that this parcel is easily accessible by the 
residents of Alaska and our visitors, unlike other acquisitions by the Trustee Council (for 
example the remote locations of Kodiak Island and Prince William Sound). 

Sincerely, 

Jane Reid 

..... - -- - --- - ______ _.,. 



Dear Molly McCammon, ) 
My name is Zachary Hill. I am a 

six grade student at Homestead Elementary. 
For the past 8 years our school has had a 
Seward "SEA WEEK" on Mr.McCraken's 
property. Now Mr.McCracken is selling his 
property! If the state does not buy this 
property and turn it into an outdoor 
recreation center, our school well no 
longer be able to experience the tide 
pools and beauty of Seward every one has 
enjoyed. Mr.McCracken is selling his 
property for $495,000. It would mean a lot 
to the students, parents, and P.T.A. if 
you would purchase these 20 acres. Thank 
you for your time. 

Sincerely, 
zachary Hill 
·l,c<dl<)_:,:, \1:·· 
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May 10, 1995 

Molly McCanunon 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

11132 Placer Circle 
Eagle River 

Alaska, 99577 

r\ e.."-. · ;_- 1 s 

As a parent of two children who attend Homestead Elementary 
School, I am writing to encourage you to consider the purchase of 
Mr. McCracken's land at Lowell Point in Seward. 

Over the past 8 years students, parents and teachers have gone to 
Lowell in May for "Sea Week". My family have attended on several 
occasions and have found it to be a very valuable experience as 
'we learn about life in the tide pools. If the State does not 
purchase the land, which I understand·the Alaska Division of 

"Parks and Outdoor Recreation has agreed to manage, this unique 
experience will be lost to us. 

I believe that obtaining this land will be very beneficial to the 
State and ask that it may be given serious consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~<~-- vt..<--Ca~~ a- - ~) -----
Jean McCarthy 



Eric Myers 
Director of Operations 

From the desk of .... 

Marc Swanson 
PO Box 748 
Seward, Alaska 99664 

(907) 224-7349 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Mr. Myers, 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill. 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Thank you for sending me information regarding the small land acquisition 
information on the Lowell Point (Seward, AK) and Ellamar land holdings 
(Prince William Sound). I am very acquainted with both and would like to 
address each separately. 

Lowell Point Land Acquisition 

The land which is currently being considered for acquisition is multi-faceted. 
First, it represents an ecosystem which is unique to Seward. Despite being built 
on the edge of Resurrection Bay, Seward's waterfront is neither diverse nor 
especially captivating from a tidepool point of view. Typically Seward's beaches 
are loose, sharp edged cobble of shale. Because of the wave action and loose 
substrate, intertidal animals and 'grungies' are unable to develop a foothold. 

In contrast, the land at Lowell Point offers two distinct (and unique to Se\\·ard 
area) tidal lands. First. a sand beach lies in front of the land being considered. 
Though free of tide pools, residents and visitors fish on this beach since king, 
silver, and pink salmon tend to school in this bite while waiting to go to the head 
of the bay. Secondly, a sheltered rock embankment and tidal area lies to the west 
of the Lowell Point land. Students and visitors often come to this area to observe 
the intertidal organisms. Access to this tidal area provides a wonderful 
educational opportunity to observe these tidal pools. As a teacher I especially 
appreciate access to this ecosystem for students to better understand the ocean 
which they live next to. 

In addition to biological and educational considerations, Lowell Point has, in 
the past, provided recreational access beyond the 'end of the road.' First, kayakers 
use this strip of beach as a staging ground for trips into Kenai Fjords National 
Park. It's wide strip of beach and it's distance from motorized boat launches 
provide an ideal place for kayaks to gear up and launch into the semi-protected 
waters of the bay. Hikers also would benefit from this land acquisition. The 
trailhead to Caines Head Recreational Area (one of the finer hikes in the Kenai 



Fjords National Park) begins near this point at the community sewage lagoon. 
The trailhead has always posed some challenges stemming from stench and 
access across public lands. With the acquisition of the Lowell Point property, 
access would be less of a problem and hikers would not be greeted by Seward 
sewage at the trail head. 

Currently there has been an influx of building at Lowell Point. The only access to 
the lands described in this letter is now through the narrow strip of land which is 
being considered by the Trustees. This is the last opportunity to retain this eco
recreation system for residents and visitors to the area. Please, this is a valuable 
opportunity that will not be possible in the future. 

I hope you will agree that acquisition of this property should warrant a high 
ranking. Thank you. 

Ellamar Properties 

I have mlxeJ t'lllULiUl\S regarding the acquisition of the Ellamar rrorPrtiPS T 
am a landholder in Ellamar. Frankly, I would personally benefitgreatly from the 
Trustees acquiring the remaining available lots in the Ellamar Subdivision. My 
uneasiness with the acquisition stems from my personal involvement with the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. My wife, Letty, and I were teachers in Tatitlek at the time 
of The Spill. We have seen how the Spill affected the Sound, its creatures, its 
people. We have seen how The Spill brought out the best in some folks .... and 
the worst in many. Greed seemed at times to be the driving emotion amongst 
many people. Letty and I hoped to distance ourselves from this greed and not 
allow us to be caught up in self-preservation attitude which has been so 
prevalent since The Spill. Simply, we do not want to, in any way, benefit from 
the spilling of oil into the Sound. 

It is ironic, then, that suddenly we stand to gain directly from the Spill 
settlement. It is not a situation that we are comfortable with, however cert~inl1· 
Ellamar is worthy of the objectives of the Trustees. It would make us proud to 
see Ellamar evolve from a place of mining and development exploitation to a 
place of historical and natural legacy for the public to enjoy for perpetuity. 

The Scenery: 
I trust you have been to Ellamar and realize it to be a place of awe. The view 

of the Sound, from Ellamar defines serenity, particularly on a calm summer 
evening as the sun sets belmv the western horizon. The land around Ellamar has 
many unique recreational opportunities. Since Ellamar sets beside a sheltered 
cove and is on a wide, meadowed bench, Ellamar provides the recreationist with 
a secure harbor with nearly endless hikes into the surrounding hillside. 

One of my favorite treks follows the old wooden pipeline which supplied water 
from a diversion dike to the mining operations below. Continuing past the dike, 



the hiker travels into thick woods which eventually breaks into meadows with 
small clear brooks emerging from mountain springs. I have seen few places that 
can compare with the serenity of these upper meadows of Ellamar 

Wildlife 
Wildlife such as bear, deer, goats as well as smaller mammals inhabit the 

surrounding area. Black bear are often seen throughout the summer. There are 
stories of a large brown bear being seen between Tatitlek and Ellamar but so far it 
seems more of legendary material. 

The coves provide shelter and habitat for birds, both transient, residential, 
and migratory. The 3 coves are filled with gulls feeding on herring while shore 
birds and sea ducks feed in the sheltered waters. Though I know of no eagle nests 
per se, at times I have seen 20-30+ eagles in trees waiting to feed on fish in the 
creek. 

The reef that extends southward from the northern cove is unique in 
formation, substrata, and sea life. The reef is rock with sand underneath. It 
provides a relative unique environment and is an ideal hide-out for octopus and 
some shellfish. Letty and I enjoy going out to this reef during low-spring tides to 
catch octopus. They make an awesome chowder. Since The Spill, the reef does 
not seem to be as productive. I have not caught nearly the number I once did. 
Whether this is a direct result of the Spill is not known. 

The southern cove provides some type of unique habitat for silver salmon. 
Though silvers are not known to spawn in these waters, they' stili school up and 
cycle around in this small bay. Subsistence fishermen from the village often 
come here to catch the fish before they move on to their natal waters, 

Cultural Aspects 
Ellamar has a rich cultural history that reaches far back beyond the mining 

and cannery days. Certainly this history in itself should be considered when 
making the decision to acquire the land. In addition, indigenous people 
inhabited this land years before Western intluence. There is evident from ,1 

possible village site with house pits 1/2 mile north of the subdivision. In 
addition, there are remnants of a historic burial/ cemetery site on the peninsula 
which creates the southern cove to the peninsula. I've been told this is the 
cemetery for the mining operation though markers show the sign of Russian 
Orthodoxy. 

My Concerns 
If the Trustees chose to continue the process towards land acquisition of 

Ellamar Subdivision I have some concerns. 

First: I think that Ellamar presents unique recreational opportunities ;vhile 
offering a beautiful natural and cultural setting. Ellamar could be a marvelous 
place for a state park but only if effects to the natural setting and the existing 

) 
) 
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cultural resources could be minimized. .___/ 
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Second: Knowing the developer and his original intentions of profit, I hope 
measures have been taken to keep additional parcels from being sold while the 
Trustee's negotiations are proceeding. If the Trustees are serious about acquiring 
Ellamar, I hope that it requires ALL remaining parcels be purchased I am 
concerned that without such stipulations, the developer will attempt to sell the: 
choice parcels which would negate any positive affects of the land acquisition. 

I hope you agree that Ellamar is worthy of the Trustee's objectives for land 
acquisition. It would be a fitting legacy to the disastrous spill to have land, 
which was within sight of the grounded tanker, set aside for the enjoyment ol· 

future generations and to the protection of this valuable ecosystem. Should you 
have any questions regarding Ellamar that I may be able to address please feel free: 
to contact me at my home phone number. 



May 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 

Executive. Director 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

04:1 G Street 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCnmmon, 

Detty and Paul Zarago7u 

HC8.> Rox 1774 

Eagle River, AK 99577 

We urge you to purehuoe Lowell Point in Seward for a State Par].:. 

For the pnst three years we hnvc discovered the amazing sea life in 

the tidal pool< nf Lowell Point with our three young chiiJr.,u. The 

accessibility of Lowell Point mnkco it unique in that all one needs is ~ 

cnr nnd the willingness to explore. Having ac·c·.,ss to Luwdl Point i< .<n 

important for the education of young Abd,ans. it i< <n r.Yciting to see 

their eyes li!!hl up a> they discover the wonders of sea life in the 

tidal pools and under the rocks of Lowell Pnint. 

We hope you will purchase Lowell Point for a Stote Pork <n thi< 

valuable resource will b<.: uvuih,ble for future generations to explore. 

- - -

--) 

,.-- ......... 

'I 
._/ 

'J 
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May 22, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 

Executive Director 
Exxon V uldcz Oil Spill Trustee Council 

64~ G Street 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dcur ~h. McCammon, 

Andr~w J. Zaragoza 

HC83 Box 1774 

Eagle River, AK 99577 

I o.m Andrew Zuro.gozo.. I o.m o.lmost nine ycurs old o.nd I o.m in 

second grade at Homestead Elementary. 

T like Lowell Point hecau<c it ha< .<ea crcatum< that I've never seen 

before. It is fun to find the little eels and fish under the rocks. There 

Is no orher place In the world like Lowell Point. 

Please. please buy the land and make it into l State Park. If you 

don't buy Lowell Point more houses will be built on the beo.ch o.nd 

we won't be able to go there next year with my school. 

Thank you for thinking about buying Lowell Point. 

= --



May 22, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 

Executive Director 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

645 G Street 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

Evan S. Zaragoza 

HC83 Box 1774 

Eagle River, AK 99577 

I am tn kindergarten at Homestead Elementary. I am 6 112 years old. 

Please buy Lowell Point and turn it into a State Park. 

I like catching little crabs and sea stars with my school. Thi> year I 

saw a purple sea star. I always put the little critters back after T look 

at them. I can't find the ~ea animals in the ocean where I live in 

Eagle River. That's why we go to Lowell Point. 

Please buy Lowell Point so I can go back next year. Thank you. 



,·~ 
·~) 

i, ) 
'---./ 

May 22, 1995 

Ms. Molly M~Cammun 
F.xP.cntive Director 

=-:::r.:: -

Exxon Vnldc7 Oil Spill Trustee Council 

64:5 G Street 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear M~. McCammon. 

Jacqueline K. Zaragoza 

HC83 Bux 1774 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

I am three years old aud I l(U lO Lowell Point with my family. 

At Lowell Point I find s~a stars. I like to find crabs. I like my rami ly 

anrl I hke to go to Seward. 

I want to find &ea F.l~n: when I'm bigger. Please buy Lowell Poinl >v I 

can go there with wy family again. Thank you. 

=;::.:. 
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EXXON 'ihLDEI OIL SPILl. 
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Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 

645 G Street 
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Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council; 
If a picture is worth a thousand words, then the attached 

page says everything- you need to know about WHY Lowell 
Point needs to be purchased and turned into public lands. 

For the past eight years, students, parents and teachers from 
Homestead Elementary school in Eagle River have traveled to 
Seward, and explored the tide pools on Lowell Point as a 
culmination of our marine unit. Lowell Point is a unique and 
special area, and we have been very fortunate to be able to use it, 
but if the state doesn't purchase the parcel, it is almost certain that 
this pristine spot will be privatized and made inaccessible to us. 

Please take a moment to look at the faces in these pictures -
faces filled with wonderment and joy- families discovering the 
wonderful treasures of our Alaskan oceans and shorelines. It 

would be a terrible and sad shame to deny our children the 
heritage and opportunity to explore Lowell Point. Isn't that the 
whole point of the money allocated in the Oil Spill civil settlement? 

On behalf of hundreds of Homestead students, parents and 
teachers, PLEASE purchase Lowell Point, and tum it into public 
access lands. Thank you for your consideration. 

Robin Hopper 

c:;r~ 
Co-Organizer of 
Homestead School's 
Annual "Sea Week" 
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Fire Lake Elementary School 
P.O. Box 772569 

J li"l lJ;'~ t', ( 
I_ ,) i · .• 

Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
May31,1995 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

'"';'...". 
·-.:. 1,'. ·. . . : ~- '..-' .. 

I am writing to you to ask that you dedicate funds to buy the land on the beach 
at Lowell Point in Seward. The fifth grade teachers at Fire Lake Elementary School in 
Eagle River I rave developed a marine camp for our students. We have userl this Rrea 
for the last six years (including this year) and the students have had an excellent 
experience. This marine camp has opened our students eyes to the marine 
environment as no other experience could. They have been able to find isopods, 
chitons, octopus, huge ribbon worms, hermit crab, sand fleas, and many other tidal 
pool creatures. 

This beach and the follow-up studies provided by the Seward area has 
enriched the lives of approximately 550 students. It would be a tremendous loss if our 
students would not be able to experience this environment. I would urge you to 
purchase this area and dedicate it to use as a state park for the enjoyment of future 
students so they may be able to learn and appreciate the marine environment. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Paula Johnson, Teacher 
Fire Lake Elementary School 

,-·:; ~ ~ :=: 
r· . ' _. .~.! ~ 

•VII.. 
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~-.l,/,(.1_~ •. 

r).:.f.5 (:J. ·=. TF"'\EE r 
(,r~CH . , AI', ')!9 501 

Oeat· Si;·s or Madarn, 
l c{..Jn · t mean tv bc;Lhe1 you but 1 nead to ask a favvr 

t.hat you would please buy L<A•Jell Point so I could go their fo1· 
~-:.ixth 9r21de camp ne>:t yeo1· (•Ji t.h r11y c. las=::. I kno~.J it ~·Jouldn 't 
f11ean alot to you Dut i.r~ L.Jouid inean -:1i·.)t to me and alot of ot-_her 
r .. )e•oplt:". 

s1nc:erelY, 
Holly 



~:) 

2053 Arlington Dr. 
Anchorage,_ AK 99517 
June 6, f9~5 

:·.,I 
\J ;,._: ; ! 

Dear E. V.O.S., 
I think we should have the 6th grade camp because it would 

be fun for the 6th graders. The 6th graders said it was fun! 

Your friend, 

Kimberly Holliday 

I i _' 
I I ,'I 
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2231 Belmont 
Anch., AK 99517 

June 6,1995 
Dear E.V.O.S., 

Please buy Lowell Point and make it a center for classes to 
go camping. r know you maY. not want to spend the money on the 
rand bul if you don't think of it as economical but as 
educationare. We peoP.Ie in fifth grade were very excited about 
going to the camping trip but now the landlord has threatened if 
we come once againl:o the point that he will sue but he is 
willing to sell the point to anyone willing to pay the money and 
so far knowone has come. 

. Please deeply consider our problem. Thanks again for your 
t1me! 

Sin~er~I.Y4 
.JaCKie'" 

Baik 

;' ' . 
- ' '; . 



Dea1· Sir 

··i 

.I 

tx~:~j~·-\ \:.\ .. 
('I< .r -- '1 1 

t ·~ •• i '• . 

Th:,J~.:~~~-
' .. ~ I ' 

. . ,: ...: ~-- 'L 

lJ~0 W.27Th Ave.~G 
Anchora9e ,A~·-. _·:;;·;,:,v :: 

June i~-, ..i.'~'·;.:., 

Pleas~ SLOP Lr·18 coJ-JStT·L!Cliol~ a1~a L;,e pollLJlio1·1 becau~~ iL wl~

kill dll th~ life U11de1· tt1e sea. I 1J011't war1t all t!1e dllimals t 

die because tne anirnal::::. are v~r;- oec.uLlTul. If ~·Je don't save t.i,.__ 
beach thtsn there vJouldn 't be d bea~.:..~- L<-) ~:JV to a.nd then there 
~-.~oulcJ b'=" flh~,-~ ~:- polluti~Jr1::::. dL ,_.;_her ~-··.:·--~;::hcs, oceans, or lake .Sc
pleas~ sdv0 tl1e lake. 

~.HKEI';EL Y, 
Sandy Pf1anthasor·.~ 

) 



E.V.O.S. 
645 G. St. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Sirs or Madam 

3701 W. 42nd Ave 
Anchorage,_AK 99517 
June 6, f9l:l5 

i -- ' 
; ' :' 
u· ;· .. 

J() ' 

Please buy Seward Camp so that us 5th graders can go to 6th 
grade camp next year. Our cass would really appreciate il if you 
would buy camP. because we all really want to go there next year! 

Let me introauce myself. My name is Caitlin McCutcheon. I 
love the outdoors and the wildlife. I have 1 dog and I used to 
have a hamster and a rabbit. 

Sincerely, 
Caitlin McCutcheon 

' ... . 

Lccctt~--1 ~/ 
J} :J . ----~- ,/1 ,, r/ 7'; \ I lle_{_tcx__ c~~ (QCJ--f\_____. 

' . ~' 
' / 



ll ;>:·3 l.J. .l 1 t h 
AI~Ctl(Jt·age,AK ·~9501 

June 6 1'195 

E.\J.O.S. 
i")i~S G St. 
Anchorage,AK '~9501 

L;ear E.V.CJ.:: •. , 

EXX0~~ \if.i.D~~z OIL ~.?-iL!. 
ThU~·;·!;E i~-~ ~;~·::::L 

think that you s.r~.)ulc: ·(r.::ally t:.hir1k about 9etting :r'Cl_~r ~-~c.:·:··-= 

on r.nat reall/ 9l"Bdt spor_. 
If you do 11ot g8t r:1ar g1·ebt SP•)L tha11 I will 110t l1av0 c 

plac2 to go wl1er1 we go--~ ~;r1e11 we g<) 011 a field tt·io. 
I do 11oi wa11t them rc) get it at all. 

Si.net·ely, 
.:rennife1· ~.colla1·1. 

) 
/ 



i'-) 

1534 "K" Street 
Anchorage AK,99503 
June 6,1995 

E.V.O.S. 
645 G STREET 
ANCHORAGE AK, 99501 

DEAR E.V.O.S., 

... ---, 
-· -- - -·-.•. \ 

IT BOTHERS ME THAT THE 6TH GRADERS WONT BE ABLE TO GO 
LOWELL POINT LIKE WE GOT TO THIS YEAR.THIS TRIP WAS VERY FU 
AND EDUCATING. IT WOULD BE TERRIBLE..;..IF THIS LAND BECAME PRI 

PROPOR 1 Y. 

Sincerely, 
Amanda Saylor 



i....J.07 Ini~t Plac<!; 
~ncl1o1·age, Alaska 99501 
June o, 1':;)95 

E:.v.o.s. 
r.:.4S Cl. Stt~eet 

{,i1Cho,·age, Alaska 99501 

0eat· Sit· or Maam, 
r-1y name is Jess ice; r~ol:::::t and I go to Inlet Vie~·J Elen1E:r1t0;· 'f 

Scl1ool. I am 11 yeat·s old. I'm i11 Mt·. 8rewerts class. 
We want to go to 6th grade camp really badly. We are as~;,,g 

tl1at you please don't tat·e do~:n or cl1ange anything thet·e. ~J8 

l·Jere L·Jonderin9 if )lou couici thinh about kid's point of vieL·J .::'I(J 

~r1ink about l1ow YOLl woul,J r=88l if you we1·e a kid ancl you 
~ouldn·t go to camp. I bet you would feel devistated. I ·~ ., 
~·jQU ld. 

~·lease please use some of tl1e rn011ey f1·on1 tl1e oil spil ·: i 

~t1at l~nd so we can go to carnp next year. ·r11ank you fo1· y:)•· 
t:ima a11d co11Ce1·n. 

Sincerely, 
Jessica Holst 

) 
._J 

_) 



June 12, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
645 G. Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

RE: Lowell Point Beach Access 

Trustees: 

EXXON VALDeZ 011. ::FII' 
TRUS ~I E~ I'"'"'"' -. · ' .... .. '\.'Ui<\.:iL 

Please do what ever you can to provide funds to ensure access to 
Resurrection Bay from Lowell Point. I have used this beach to fish, picnic, 
and launch kayaks since 1970. This beach front is unique in that it allows 
the public access to a great wilderness area. The private property owners 
in that area, with the exception of Penny Hardy and family, have 
traditionally been very aggressive in keeping people off the beaches. 

The Lowell Point beach area is easily accessible from Seward and unique 
in its beauty and recreational value. Please give it high priority when you 
select land to be safeguarded for future Alaskans. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~a.k~ 
Robert J. McCabe 
Box 1324 
Seward, Alaska 99664 



E.V.O.S. 
645 Gst 
ANCHORAGE AK. 
99501 ' 

E.V.O.S., 

MAGGIE MCKAY 
629 Ost 

r.-=:·,1 f ,-:. _,. ·- . . ~- . ·--.. 
i! I )~-·- · ·,,I, -· 1 -\ 

; c-'( ·-·~--~ ... · : '·' • . ) : \' 

UlJ · 'li\1 , r 10 v u:>t I <::: .-· _; 

EX:<Gl·-J "://.:.~:;·;:- -~-:~ ~-:"j:L!. 

T~JSTt.: ;~:> -~~-~ 

ANCHORAGE ALASKA 
99501 

COULD YOU PLEASE BUY THE LOWELL POINT IN SEWARD? THE PEO 
THAT OWN THE LAND ALMOST SAID THAT THEY WOULDN'T LET US 
KNOW THEY ARE PUTING THE LAND UP FOR SALE. AND WE WOULD 

YOU TO BUY THE LAND SO THAT THE FIFTH GRADERS CAN GO NEXT 
-" vr\IIR FR'ENn 

I \JU I I LolA 
MAGGIE MCK Y J 





E.'J.t.).:~. 

r. .. >45 c., St 
Anchot·age,Ak,'~·~SOl 

Uea r E . V . 0. S . , 

I .:-. 

l. 

'1 1 I J IJ .• ' c. 

An,:.ho1·.~J~ ,;:.:...:-.. 
Ju nt.:..., t·, .i :;·:, ... : 

1...-ly name is Lionel ·l'arn1on.I 0111 11 year=:. old and in r:.th gra·~:::-.1 

like spo1·ts and reading. 
I heard that a guy ~.Janted tc) shuL d0vJn the beac-h.I 1·0olly 

don't ~·Jant you r_o so I can ~:-njoy Sel·lard .Please buy i.t .. 
Lic,nel .. --....... 

~) 
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t'-:1\/!~ .;, gr"·::at t tnk· t.he,·e. t 11-111k y~)u i ·:)"t' 

1 ·) GO Stllff Oll but it WC1uld b8 rliCe tO 
::_r:..o. I ho~~ r.r·1.:1!:.. tlli·:s lf?Lt.er l·Ji ll c:.nctrt~~~8 

Than!-.. Yc-u. 
8R IE -~- 1.JIJ i-;-,~~Ll .. 
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·~-a::.~~~ K8tchurn 
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'li \1 J i'i 

:x:r.0:·: \- :~:J. 
'i'hi._:;:. ~~ ... ~-

r 
L 

r-~E-dS-P. !:''>' tne beach. If you don't 1·1ha.t':::. Lr1e ~: ... ~. r·rr. 
tne ~th !~n-ader·;:; qo to the camp next year· I r13-::1ll./ l·J.-?J.nt t. 

My i·!arr1e is Roby;1 fields. I'm 1·eally exciLed at)out gc,l;·,· 

'I' 

' 

<_1 

car:.:;:: next '/:?al·. I may be 11 year:3 old, but goin9 1:_~) the~:;·-::':·. 

:·~ounds li~e ·fun. So please buy tt1e baect1 so LJS 5tt1 gracle··~ ~--· 

son,8chinQ to !c)Ok up to next year. 

Sincerely your's 

Robyn F ield·3 
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October 27, 1993 

Ed Zeine 
Cordova Sporting Club 
P. 0. Box 34 
Cordova. AK 99574 

Dear Ed: 

The Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corlloration (PWSACJ heartily 
endorses your plan for the development of Fleming Spit. at Cordova. as a 
recreation area. TillS site iS ideally sUited for a roadSide fishery with foot 
and bicycle access to downtown Cordova. The site is the best choice for a 
local camp ground. as it not only offers flS.bing opportunity but views of 
the ocean. iSlands, mountains, forests. and attendant wildll.\i: resources. 

PWSAC presently transports a total of 200.000 king and coho salmon 
:smelts from the Noerenberg Hatchery to flc:mlng Spit each year. We holci 
those fish ill net pens in a pond behind the Spit for the purpose of 
imprinting those flsh to return to the release site - and the resulting 
fishery. 

Our smolt release program would benefit from a deepening of the pond to 
better acco=odate our net pens. Material removed from the pond could 
be effectively used as fill on adjacent lands. The pond would also be 
improved as a terminal fiShing location. 

I antiCipate that PWSAC will continue its release of smelts at Fleming Spit 
as long as we are in business. The project has my strong personal 
support, and particularly so because of your progressive proposal for 
development of the site. A! last - a people-friendly project at Cordova. 

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to co=ent on this 
proposal. I wish you success In all aspc:ct:; of this development. 

Bq~~vA----
John McMullen 
President 

Corporate Office Post Office Box !110 • Cordova. Alaska 99.574-!11 0 
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U:-.i~ed Sc.ao;::e.s 
Depa.r':::J.en:: of 
Agrict:l::'..lre 

Cordova Spor~ing Club 
Attn: Dave O'Brian 
P.O. Box 34 
Cordova, Ak. 99574 

Dear Dave, 

Cc:-C.o•Ja ?...a.:1ge::: 
Di..s:.ri.ct:. 

P.O. Box 280 
Cordova, AK 
99574 

Reply to: 1560 

Date: Oct. 30, 1993 

!he Cordova Ranger District is strongly supportive of your effor~ ~a complete 
racreation improvements ac ehe Fleeing spie area. Alchough there is no Nacional 
Forest in the immedia~e vicinity of the projec~, we have recognized the value of 
the projec~ to the Cordova communi~ for several years. 

In bot:h 1992, and 1.993, a com:uunity action team comprised. o.f communicy 
represen~a~ives and myself proposed rural developm&nt projects ac Fle~~ng Spit 
to'· be funded under ~he Fa= bill. However, the amoun~ of money needed for ~he 
projects, and the amount of money chac was pocenciall.y available differed 
signiiican~ly, hence ~he projects were not funded. !his sautee of poLenl..i"-1 /~\ 
funding remains available in 1994, and could be a possible source of funding for 
a small pore ion of thE!: ove."rall proj ec'C you ha.va subtilit:.'ted for consideration. I _ -~ 
would be happy co advocate the Fleming Spi~ project as a high priority for 
projects submitted for fundin& in 1994. 

Past: studies, such as the 1991 Overall Economic Developmen~ Plan for Cordova 
h~ve consis~encly idencified Fleming Spi~ as a needed, and ~or~hYhile projec~_ 
I feel it is an impor~an~ opportunity in diversifying Cordova's economy, a~d 

providing much needed recrea~ion facilicies. 

In s~arJ, ! feel che project is excremely ~or~h~hile, long recognized as being 
needed by ehe community, appropria~a for s~rious EVOS consideracion, and I ~ill 
do what I can to support the project. 

Sincerely, 

CAL BAKER 
Dist:rict Ranger 
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CORDOVA CITY COUNCIL 

CORDOVA, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 93-74 

A resolution of support for five recreation projects submitted 
to the Exxon valdez Oil Spill ( EVOS) Trustee Council • s Prince 
William sound Recreation Project by the City of Cordova and the 
Cordova Sporting Club. 

WHEREAS, The EVOS Trustee Council has created the Prince 
William Sound Recreation Project for the purpose of assessing 
damage to recreation resources caused by the oil spill, and 

WHEREAS, The Trustees have solicited proposals for recreation 
projects that might be eligible for funding with settlement funds, 
and 

·. 
WHEREAS, The City of Cordova and the Cordova Sporting Club 

have submitted five propos~ls under this program, nnd 

WHEREAS, the proposals are: 

-Improvements to Fleming Spit Recreation Area 
-Improvements to the '"Morpac Hill'" campground 
-Improvements to the Odiak Camper Park 
-Ski Hill Recreation Area 
-Establish Historical Marine Park 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cordova City Council 
finds that these projects meet the criteria for funding under this 
program, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council finds that these 
projects would be very beneficial to the co~~unity and that they 
have broad based community support, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council strongly endorses 
these projects and requests that the EVOS Trustee Council give them 
serious consideration for funding. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 3rd DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1993 

Clerk 



~~~D~V~ 
TRAP AND GUN CLUB 

NOVEMBER 5, 1993 

DEAR CORDOVA SPORTING CLUB, 

P.O. BOX 1497 
CORDOVA, AK 99574 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES ARE A VERY BIG PART 0~ LI~E IN CORDOVA. AMONG TrtESE 
ACTIVITES ARE HUNTING, TRAPPING, FISHING, HIKING, SHOOTING, BIRD WATCHING 
AND JUST SIGHT-SEEING. THE CORDOVA TRAP AND GUN CLUB CONTRIBUTES TO THE 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES BY HOLDING ORGANIZED SHOOTING ACTIVITIES, AS WELL AS 
OFFERING THE USE OF THE FIRING RANGE TO BOTH MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS. 

THE LAST FEW YEARS, OUR CLUB HAS SEEN INCREASED INTEREST IN SHOOTING AND 
SHOOTING RELATED ACTIVITIES. ALOT OF THE REASON FOR IN~REASED ACTIVITY 
IS THA~. THE FACILITY IS AVAILABLE AND IS EASY AND CONVENIENT TO USE. 

''T'I'H THE ECONOMIC CHANGES IN CORDOVA, THE COMMUNITY, NOW HORF: THAN F.VSR, 
BECOMING CLOSER AND THERE IS Jl.N INCREASING NEED FOR SOCIAL GATHERINGS. ~ 

__ ,,:: GUN CLUB OFFERS ONE AVENUE FOR SUCH GATHERINGS, BUT THIS ACTIVITY IS .. } 
NOT FOR EVERYONE. __/ 

THE CORDOVA TRAP & GUN CLUB STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE FLEMING SPIT RECREATION 
AREA ENHANCEMENT PROPOSAL. THIS PROJECT WOULD OPEN UP ANOTHER AREA FOR 
THE COMMUNITY, ~OR GATHERINGS AND TO ENJOY THE OUTDOORS. THE PROPOSAL 
WOULD INCREASE THE SIZE OF THE AREA TO BE USED, AS WELL AS MAKE IT HUCF. 
MORE AVAILABLE, EASY ANTI CONVENIENT TO USE. 

CURRENTLY THE AREA IS UNAVAILABLE MUCH OF THE TIHE AND IS NOT EASY OR 
CONVENIENT TO USE DUE TO THE RESTRICTED FISHABLE AREAS, LACK OF PARKING 
AND ACCESS TO THE AREA AND THE LACK OF OTHER FACILITIES, SUCH AS 
RESTROOMS, ETC ... 

IN TALKING TO SEVERAL OUT-OF-STATE/CITY FISHERMAN WHO HAVE FISHED THE 
FLEMING SPIT AREA, ALMOST ALL WOULD LIKE TO SEE SOME KIND OF CAMPING 
FACILITY. THEIR DESIRES RANGE ~ROM A CAMPGROUND TO AN R/V PARK. 

THE PROPOSED FLEMING SPIT PROJECT WOULD FILL A GAP THAT EXISTS IN OUR 
COMMUNITY IN TERMS 0~ OF~ERING THE LOCAL CITIZENS MORE OPPORTUNITY TO 
ENJOY CORDOVA, AS WELL AS MAKING THE STAY IN CORDOVA, BY TOURIST GROUPS, 
MORE ENJOYABLE. EVEN THE.HIKER, BIRDWATCHER, HUNTER AND SIGHTSEER, CO~~ 
ENJOY AND BENEFIT FROM THIS FACILITY . 

.... NCERELY, 

EDWARD 8. WEIBL 
CORDOVA TRAP AND GUN CLUB 
S8CR8TARY 
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October 25, 1994 

The Eyak Corporation 
P.O. Box 340 Cordova, Alaska 99574 

(907) 424-7161 Fax (907) 424·5161 

Alaska State Parks Marine Recreation Project 
Selection Committee 
P.O. Box 107001, Anchorage, ~Y 99510 

RE: Prince William Sound Education Center an:d Camp 

The Eyak Corporation would like to encourage your approval for the 
funding requested by the City of cordova for the above mentioned 
project. ~The community of Cordova lacks a local camping area that 
allo~o~s adults and children access to education about the 198'1. EXXON 
valdez oil spill and about natural history of the Prince William 
Sound. 

For the past few years, local groups have tried to develop a 
natural history program for local children, but have lacked the 
facilities and a suitable camping area. This project will allow the 
local community to expand its efforts in creating an educational 
program that does not current exist in this area. It is important 
that we support opportunities such as this, as a way of preparing our 
young people to better manage and to be able to maximize ~~e benefits 
of Prince William Sound's natural resources. 

Sincerely, 
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October 25, 1994 

Marine Recreation Selection Committee 
Division of Parks and Recreation 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 107001 
Anchorage. AK 99510-7001 

Dear Marine Recreation Selection Committee: 

crskc::r Cooperat!•"·e ~xtenn J: 
UN! \/EAsiTYOF'A-:....\SK."'. F~! R SitJ:--~· 

The Alaska Cooperative Extension 4-H Program st<oagl)'· ;\: p;:;ct ~s 1);0 ,-,·qr.; '·' 
of the City of Cordova tn establish camping facilities for yo:.c::g reo;Jlc arnl 

_families. Natural resources and environmental educati<:>n' · 1\·o;,!J b.: lh~ mu··-·; 
·-component of the camping program. The camp· wou:d offer ~rpur<llnir!c; 1:_.,. 

youth from throughout the state to participattl. Cordon. h!!.s ~~1nny 

environments to draw young people and adults with its rr,::dll~ fi-;:,crie>. ·•i:i.' .. 
zones, wet lands, forests, bird habitat, glaciers, rivers. lakt:s. ~ad mo,jnt;J.ir". 
probably offers a wider range of study than any other site in 1-<;:c:!l Amt.i~
and includes marine environments affected by tll<: Exxon V:JJ<l7. oll sp,il. 

For the past two years the /\.Iaska 4-H Program has cc-spo!lSO<·:d a ;ut~···.;C:o 

natural resoura camp in Cordova. This camp· has art:a~\cd con>iderab;" 
interest across the state. It would enhance such c:"''f'S to ha·.;;; .'~c!iiti~s 
available to house young peoFlc and also pro1 ide :her1: ,, itlt ~ m:dern~.;:; 
experience. I und~rstrind their is a possibility of p"rc~.::~ing a ·.l'iicie:m~>S 
on Hawkins Island only 15 minutes by water frozn Codo"a , .. \ic~ ·;.o;;l.:; 
provide access to the whole island. 

As the camping program develops in Cordova. the Aia>ks Cooper:..ti\'e 
Extension will continue to provide specialist assistan:e for '· ari:;u;; a<p~':is c-f 

programming. Last season in addition to the lnvolvem~a: c: o;:r (.:,rd,w:~ ~-;: 
agent, Belle Mickelson we sent our forestry specialist. T0;;y Ga:;l:;ar'J :-:: cca< ; .. , '· 
the camp. We hope the CQrdova proposal wiil receive your ;;;pporr. 

Sincerely, 

/ /!) ~ -
t..ud,. /-..- Ut~u<·-0J? 

ennis L. Crawford (:/"' .. 
State 4-H Program Leada 

Alaska Cooperative Extension • University of Alaska Fairbanks 2. USDA C·>>P<'~'"'~ 

1108 F Street. Sulle 130 ·Juneau. Alaska 99801 • PMne: (907) 4c5-87<l9 • F A"J:. iSG7~ .-. ..:~ 'c' 

.·"l 
J 
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DEPARTi)IENT OF FISH ASD GA;liE 

Alaska State Parks 
Marine Recreation 
Selection Committee 
P.O. Box 107001 
Anchorage AK 99510 

Dear Sirs: 

October 26, 1994 

W/..LTER J HICKEL. GOVERNOR 

?.o. a ox 5e; 
CORDOVA. AL)..S;.o:.:. 9BS7.!..C66J 
?HONE. (507) .!2(·3212 
FAX: (S07) .!2.:.-.323.5 

: We would like to express our support for the project entitled "Prlnce Willliam ~ound 
' Education Center and Camp" and encourage you to fund the proposal being submitted by the 

City of Cordova. This project will.(a) improve Lmd that is currently being used d.'. an 
unauthorized dump and tent =P, (b) provide badly needed year-around outdoor and indoor 
recreation facilities for the youth of Cordova, (c) provide opportunities for interaction 
between scientific or resource management professionals and youth in the co= unity (mentor 
.program), (d) provide platfonns for training in outdoor safety and survival training. Because 
of the limited facilities currenrly available in Cordova and the unpredictable weather, we 
·have outdoor activities after school and on weekends that are limited to favorable weather. 
With a facility that includes a building, we can provide consistent after school and summer 
programs that do not depend on weather. We strongly encourage you to give this proposal 
serious consideration and appreciate the chance to comment. Thanks for your time and 
efforts. 

Sincerely, 

~c;::Lu,_ 
Wayne Donaldson, John Wilcock, 

-u~c.~ 
Roy Nowlin, 

Area Management Biologist Area Research Biologist Area Game Biologist 

cc: Jeff Hawley, City of Cordova Recreation Coordinator 
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October 26, 1994 

Alaska State Parks Marine Recreation 
Selection Committee 

PO Box !07001 
Anchorage. Alaska 99510 

Dear Selection Committee, 

PWSAC is pleased to support the City of Cordova's proposal for a Prince William Sound 
Education Center and Camp. We are always pleased to see an education program where 
students learn about fisheries . 

., Flemming Spit where the Education Center v.ill be based is also the site of our king 'and 
~ilver ~a.lmon fry release site that supponslocal 5port fi5hing. W c would be glad to work 
with the Education Center staff to develop a program on salmon life history and other 
fisheries topics. We also have an aquarium at our office where srudents and campers can 
see fry most of the year. 

We would be glad to help design an education program for any campers or students v;ho 
would like to visit PWSAC's hatcheries as part of the Education Center's remote camping 
program. 

We look forward to cooperating with State Parks, the City. 2..c1d residents of the PrUJce 
William Sound area. 

Sincerely, 

Vice Pre,;ident 

Corporate Office • Post Office Box I I IO • Cordova. Alaska 99574-I I 10 
ohone: 907/42~-7511 * f~y· on7rJ.'"-~'" 

.. .:::.~'----

) 

··~ 

_) 
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Cordova District Fishermen United 

October 27, 1994 

Marine Recreation Selection Committee 
Alaska State Parks 
P.O. Box 107001 
Anchorage, AK 99510 

P.O. Box 939 
Cordova, Alaska 99574 

(907) 424-3447 FAX (907) 424-3430 

Reference: Prince William Sound Education Center and Camp 

Dear Selection Committee: 

I am pleased to provide this letter of unconditional support for the Prince William Sound 
(PWS) Education Center and Camp on behalf of the nearly 300 c.ommercial fishers who 

. coi;nprise Cordova District Fishermen United.· • 

There have been numerous local initiatives over the past several years to bring a broader 
base of recreational and educational opportunities to Cordova's youth. These include the 
Bidarki Recreation Center's annual day camp, the PWS Science Center's oil spill 
curriculum, the PWS Community College's Discovery Room Program, the Cordova 
Public Schools' fisheries program, the .t.Jaska Cooperative Extension ServicP'~ 4-H 
.program and others. 

The PWS Education Centcr.and Camp proje.c_tliterally brings 
all these. .important local initiatives to.gather 11nder one rQa£. 

CDFU is especially supportive of local initiatives such as the PWS Education Center and 
Camp that promote fisheries education and oil spill prevention and response. We 
welcome the opportunity to work together with the Native villages in our vicinity, the 
Alaska Department of Fish & Game, and the PWS Aquaculture Corporation in the 
development of camp plans. We also welcome the opportunity to work with the City of 
Cordova, the PWS Science Center, the University of Alaska's Cooperative Extension 
Service and Marine Advisory Program, and the US Forest Service in this project. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at the number above. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
CORDOVA DISTRlCT FISHER.c\1EN UNITED 

.-() /- J:Ja__ 7 ~ 
Dorne Hawxhurst, Executive Director 
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October 27, 1994 

Alaska State Parks Marine 
Recreation Project 
ATTENTION: Selection Committee 
PO Box I 0700 I 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Cordova Chamber of Commerce) 
First Street P.o. Box 99 

Cordova. Alaska 9957 4 

('11J7) 424-7260 Fax (9J7) 424-7259 

RE: ENDORSEMENT OF THE PROPOSED PRlliCE WILLIAM SOUND 
EDUCATION CENTER AND CAMP 

The Cordova Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors would like to express their support for 
the funding and establishment of the Prince William Sound Education Center and Camp at 
Fleming Spit. 

The dcYelopment of the tourism industry to the Cordova economy will continue to grow with tile 
establishment of a program that encompasses a wide range of potential users' needs and interests 
The proposed educational center and camp will provide residents, and visitors the opportunity to 
learn of the many educational and recreational activities within the Prince William Sound, 
Cordova, and Fleming Spit environments. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

J3r c:alVJl&f, U--/ Kfl-
Brain Lettich, 
President 
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CordOvet, Yt.fasRa. 99574 

Ms. Veronica Gilbert 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
645 G Street, Room 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-7005 

Dear Ms. Gilbert,. 

October 27, 1994 

The members of the Cordova Sporting Club and myself would like to 
extend our heartfelt thanks for the work you have done to promote, 
enhance, and clarify our proposal to the EVOS Trustees Council re: 
Fleming Spit Recreation Area. 

George Keeney has informed us that you have gone out of your way to 
provide much needed technical, legal, and professional expertise to help 
our proposal pass muster both with your department and with the Council. 

Without people like yourself the dreams and aspirations of many 
people fall by the wayside or get tangled in the red tape that has so 
confused the means by which they are realized. we· want you to know that 
your efforts are appreciated by us and by all the people of Cordova. 

Again, I submit a humble "thank you". 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
David A. O'Brien 
President 



November 28, 1994 

Jim Ayers 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

RE: FLEMING SPIT RECREATIONAL FACILITY 

Dear Jiw: 

:, ;-:- (' r. ~~ qg,~, 
~- \_) i.. ~ ~ 

The subject of maintenance for the proposed bathroom facility came up in the recent 
teleconference. As discussed before the City Council, the City will ultimately be responsible for 
maintenance if and when the facility is awarded a grant and constructed. 

Based upon the grant application and the discussion held before City Council, pending a grant 
agreement approved by the City, I can advise you that the proposed recreational facility will 
become the responsibility of the City for purposes of proceeding with the grant application 
process. 

Should the grant be awarded and accepted by the City, the recreational facility will fall under the 
Parks and Recreation Department for administration and O&M budget purposes. If you have an,· 
questions please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Janke 
City Manager 

602 Railroad Avenue P.O. Box 1210 Cordova. Alaska 99574 Telephone (907) 424·6200 Fax (907) ~?-1·6000 

-~ 

_) 
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MT. ECCLES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
P.O. BOX 140, 200 ADAMS STREET CORDOYA, ALASKA 99574-0140 

PHONE: (907) 424-3236; FAX· (SO?) <!24-3271; E-Mail: vnjbb@acadZ.alaska.edu 

October 28, 1 994 

State Marine Parks & Recreation Selection Committee 
P.O. Box 107001 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

RE: Prince William Sound Education Center and Camp. 

Ciear Committee Members: 

I encourage you to give the City of Cordova's application for developing the 
Prince William Sound Education Center and Camp your full consideration 
and approval. Cordova's historical and natural setting provides a wealth 
of educational opportunity. This facility will provide scientists and 
naturalists working and visiting in the area an opportunity to mentor 
groups or individuals year round. This facility will enhance our school 
curriculum by expanding the classroom to include the natural environment. 

The elementary school has been involved in a partnership with the Pnnce 
William Sound Science Center, U. S. Forest Service, and Prince 'Nillram 
Sound Community College-Cordova Campus. This partnership has expanded 
the science curriculum in the elementary school through the Discovery 
Room at the P.W.S.C.C.-Cordova Campus. This proposed project would 
enable our youth the opportunity to work along side experts and learn 
scientific procedures in a field setting. 

Sincerely, 



October 28,1994 

Alaska State Parks 
Marine Recreation 
Selection Committee 
PO Box 107001 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Sirs: 

As the City Planner I would like to express the 
Prince William Sound Education Center and Camp 
receiving. 

support the 
project is 

Through the town meetings and the visioning of the town groweh the 
need for the facility described by this project is desperately 
needed. The city has been devastated by the oil spill and the 
events following the spill. Our town needs to be drawn together in 
one focus. This project will do just that. 

We will have a chance to heal the wounds by the education of the 
youth in our community and the state with these camps. We will have 
Educators give lectures on the ecosystem of the Prince William 
sound. We have a vast amount of educators here in Cordova. The us 
Forest service,Alaska Fish and Game,the Science Center, and the 
University of Alaska Community College have the educators we 
need.8ritish Petroleum and Arco have both expressed the need for 
the education. They have both stated they would provide lecturers 
and information for the program. 

1-iith the display area in the front of the building the general 
public will have a small museum to see the displayed of the marine 
life, forest system and the oil spill era . With these displays 
the clean-up and mother nature her self will be displayed. We hope 
to promote the growth of the Sounds ecosystem. 

The Cordova Parks and Recreation Commission along with the 
planning Commission have passed resolutions to support the project. 
The city Council will have the project resolution on the November 
2 meeting. We will send this resolution to you at that time. 

I would like to say that this is a project that is supported 
by all of Cordova. I highly support any part of this project. I 
hope that you will fund this education project. Not just for the 
cordovans but for everyone! 

sincerely, 

George R Keeney 
city Planner/Public Works Director 
city of cordova 
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November 3, 1994 

EVOS Trustees Council 
Recreation Restoration Project 

Dear Council Members: 

Cordova Chamber of CoilUlU'rce 
First Street P .0. Box 99 

Cordova. Alaslla 99574 
(907) 424-7260 

The Cordova Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the project proposal for the 
Cordova Flemming Spit area as submitted by the Cordova Sporting Club. The project 
falls within the guidelines as established by the council and appears to rate highly in 
the evaluation criteria as provided by the EVOS Trustees. It offers a good opportunity 
for potential economic recovery. 

Toe Cordova Sport Club's proposal demonstrates that this project would benefit a 
wi'de range of users. Residents as well as visitors would have a much more suitable 
area for outdoor recreation than is currently available. The completion of this project 
would provide temporary jobs in an ailing community and support the gro•vth of the 
visitor industry in Cordova. The Chamber recognizes the importance of economic 
diversification and encourages the establishment of infrastructure to support our 
·community's future needs. 

We recommend that the Trustees consider and approve this proposal. 

sin~rely, 1 ~ 

~utdv 
Dennis Rose, President 
Cordova Chamber of Commerce 



Cordova Sporting cru& 
fR1~©~ow~ 

NOV 2 G 19:..)' 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SP 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

To Whom It May Concern, 

)P.O. Cllox 2056 
Cordova, Afaska 9957 4 

November 21, 1994 

The Cordova Sporting Club, at it's October 1993 monthly meeting did 
vote unanimously to lend whatever support necessary to maintain the 
Fleming Spit area as a recreaiional fishing area. This would include 
maintenance of future enhancements and structures should they come to 
be. We would use volunteer labor from our members or financial 
assistance if necessary. 

This aid would be available should the City of Cordova be unable to 
provide such maintenance. 

~tP~ 
David A. O'Brien 

'President 

·~ 
__ ) 
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December 30, 1994 

Molly McComb 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

RE FLEMING SPIT RECREATIONAL FACILITY 

Dear Molly, 

'- '\ 0 0 J .' \ •) 
' ...... 

On behalf of the City of Cordova, I would like to express support for the Fleming Spit 
Recreational Facility project Upon completion it will be a great asset to the City and it's 
residents. 

If there is anything I can do to assist in acquiring this project, please do not hesitate to telephone 

Sincerely, 

Ju:aJh~kL ~cs~~~· 
Scott Jank(J 
City Manager 

602 Railroad Avenue P.O. Box 1210 Cordova. ,\Iaska ll8:',i.J Telephone (907) :12·1·6200 htx (CJIJ7) 1:.' I r;rHJn 



Copper River. Prince \\.illiam Sound Advisory Committee 
P.O. Box 1558 • Cordova, Alaska 99574 

February 2, 1995 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms McCammon: 

~~©~O~~[Q) 
FEB 6 19~~ 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

The Copper River/Prince William Sound Fish and Game Advisory Committee 
has supported the Flemming Spit terminal fishery project since its very 
beginning. In the ensuing years we have initiated and successfully convinced 
the Alaska Board of Fisheries to adopt regulatory changes which would enhance 
the sportfishing experience at Flemming Spit. What is needed now however, are 
facility improvements which enhance the health, safety and accessibility of 
recreationists at the Spit. We encourage the EVOS Trustee Council to support 
proposals which address this pressing need. 

.··~ 

The Flemming Spit fishery is enjoyed by residents and visitors alike. More ._) 
importantly however, intensively utilized terminal fisheries such as the Spit allow 
managers to direct fishing pressure away from the small, fragile wild-stock 
systems of Prince William Sound and the Copper River Delta. This is an 
important consideration as we adapt to the rapid increase in visitation and the 
associated increases in sportfishing pressure which followed the oil spill 

We believe the Flemming Spit proposal is consistent with established restoration 
goals and similar to other projects underwritten by the Trustee Council We urge 
Council members to support this important project. 

George ovel 
Chairmen, CRIPWS Advisory Committee 



Apr\ 1 1 2, 1 99-:i 

Dr. Joe Sullivan 
Resource Program Manager 
Habitat and Restoraticn Division 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
333 Raspberry Rd. 
Anchorage, Alaska Y95 1 5-1 599 

Re: Propo:;e<.l Spawning Ch~nncl--ilroject Port Dick Cre~k, Lower Cook 
Inlet. Project I.D. Number--95139 

war·c:n-. ·SuiH-van: ·· 

1 fully support the Port Dtck spawning project that NICk nas propo:;ed. 1 t 

is way past t \me to func fish related restoration In Lower Cook Inlet. 

1 continue to be amazed that no such activity has been funded by the 
Trustee council in Lhls area. 1 have been a fishermen in these waters for 
years and h<~ve experienced the repercussions or the sp111 through its 
negative lmpuct on a\\ runs in this arPil The OIJter coast of the Pen\nsuia 
was especially hit by the sp1li so t\lck·s project is a good one to begin 
with. 

Lets (Jet this proJect funded anc implemented so we can move on to the 
next one. It is time. 

Sincerely, 

~,z~ ~;_;,j 
~r:r<L 13~2.. 

[../ ' 

~~('4-0 

Z35- Lfi1j 

RECEIVED 
1\.PR 1 7 1995 

.. . ..._;f ALA5KI\ 

FoS>i & C:N~' 
~AS!iA- -~ R:SCJRA\lJN 

TGT~;_ P. ::•2 
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Date: May 10, 1995 

To: Molly McCammon, Executive Director 

From: Lynda Plant, City Clerk ~ 

Re: Cordova City Council Resolution 5-95-35 

fm ~©~D\Jlc~ it] 
MAY 1 2 !~' .J 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL 2"iLI. 
TRUSTEE COUNCil 

Please find enclosed the above referenced Resolution supponing the Fleming Spit Recreation 

Area Project #95080 which was approve at a special council meeting held May 8, 1995. 

Enclosures 

r;/1:.> [\ad road i\ venue P.O. Box 1210 Cordova. Alaska 995/.l Telephone (907) 424·6:!00 1:'" (' 11 ';' : _.: '·' 11111 



CITY OF CORDOVA, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 5-95-35 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORDOVA, ALASKA 
IN SUPPORT OF THE EVOS TRUSTEE COUNCIL FLEMING SPIT PROJECT #95080 

WHEREAS, The Cordova Sporting Club presented to the EVOS Trustee Council a proposal to 
restore and enhance sport fishing opportunities in the Fleming Spit Area which were lost or reduced 
because of the spill; and 

WHEREAS, The proposed project has been endorsed by the Cordova Planning and Zoning 
Commission and the City Council as a worthy project which will restore and improve the fisheries in the 
Fleming Spit area; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cordova, Alaska, 
hereby supports the EVOS Trustee Council Fleming Spit Project #95080 (attached); 

~-'\ AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cordova, Alaska, will 
-,, __) enter into an agreement as described in the Project Implementation, 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS g' DAy'~ 

Encls: Fleming Spit Recreation Area Project #95080 
Cordova City Council Resolution 93-74 
Planning & Zoning Commission Resolution #93-07 

~ 

' 1995, 



Cordova Sporting Club 
P.O. Box 2056 

Cordova, Alaska 99574 
(907) 424-3246 FAX (907) 424-3245 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 
Re: Fleming Spit Project 

Dear Trustees, 

May 23,1995 

ro:: ---, -= 9n \i, ,-;. ~ r----...J lru ~- --- · -·ldJ 
U MAY 2 6 r::; .J L. 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL S?IU 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL . 

We have been informed that you plan to meet here in June. We welcome you, hope you enjoy 
your stay, and hope that you can make some time to view our beautiful surroundings. We especially 
invite all of you to visit the Fleming Spit area. This year's smolt will be arriving on the First of June 
and placed in the net pens. We could arrange for you to view or participate in feeding them. Word is 
that there are already king salmon being caught at the Spit. We could arrange some borrowed tackle 
and could lead you to a license vendor if any of you are interested. High tide is the best time to fish. 
The high tides are at 4:36pm on Thursday, June 1, and 5:15pm on Friday, June 2, if you wish to 
arrange your agenda to take advantage of this opportunity. Those will be the best times to view people 
utilizing the resource, and some will be benefiting from the fruits of our labors. 

-~ 

Every year at this time anglers flock to the spit to try their luck. During this time the members·-__ ) 
of the Sporting Club get to witness the enjoyment that these people receive. We hear it in the screams 
of delight on a hookup, or the frantic cries of help from a young angler who has hooked too much for 
him or her to handle. We see it while viewing someone netting the fish of a stranger, or someone 
lending a lure to someone who just lost their last one. We laugh at the inventive ways that different 
people have of dispatching their fish. We marvel when small children find the most interesting stuff 
under a rock while mom is yelling for someone to please get the net. Our hearts break along with the 
line when the fish wins. We applaud when a young angler proudly tries to lift his or her first catch. 
We smile because we know we had a big part in bringing all of this about. 

We ask that you help us continue this legacy. The improvements that we are asking you to help 
us build will benefit not only the people, but all of the surrounding area. A deeper pond will protect its 
natural inhabitants from predators. The fishing boardwalk will protect the people from the 
environment and the environment from the people. An alternate place to fish will draw people away 
from the runs of wild stocks that are threatened by increased pressure every year. 

I will be available at the above numbers to answer any further questions or to fulfill any further 
requests that you may have. We do not envy you your tasks. Please contact me with your concerns so 
I can forward them to the rest of the club and provide you with answers or information. Thank you. 
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June 1,1995 

EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Re: Fleming Spit Recreational Area 

Dear Sirs: 

I have been an avid sports fisherman for years. The project that is 
proposed in Cordova has been on the books for years. The community 
is and has supported the project with resolutions, letters, and 
public comments. 

I support this project in its entirety. The use of the area for the 
sportsmanjwomen would both help the community economically and 
socially. The fact that the boardwalks will be ADA accessible is 
great. The elderly in our community has the right to get out and 
.fish and enjoy the facility here in Cordova. Those handicapped will 
be able to catch Kings, and Silvers from the boardwalk. 

I have seen a few people fall on the rocks. I have assisted some 
who have been injured while with the ambulance crews. I have seen 
some folks not being able to large rocky area. 

'I truly enjoy the fishing here in Cordova. The project would make 
fishing for my five (5) children a lot more pleasurable. I think 

·:the Trustee. Council would get a needed feather in their hat. 

Sincerely, 

bR~e~ 
PO Box 151 
Cordova, Alaska 99574 
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REGION 

Restoration Benefits Report 
Shuyak Island 

Shuyak Island is directly north of Afognak Island in the Kodiak Island archipelago. 

PROPOSED ACQUISITION DESCRIPTION 

Shuyak Island, lying at the northern tip of Kodiak Island, has a crenulated, rocky coastline 
and low rolling terrain. It is thickly forested with Sitka spruce below which grows a dense 
understory of Sitka alder, willow, devil's club, blueberries, ferns, mosses and lichens. Blue 
joint and beach rye grasses fringe the upper beach zone. Numerous lakes and streams 
surrounded by bogs and meadows dot the interior of the island. The Shuyak Island parcel 
occupies the center of Shuyak Island and represents over half of the island's acreage. The 
parcel is bordered by the Shuyak Island State Park on the northwest and the proposed 
Alexander Baranov State Game Refuge on the east. Several small private parcels exist along 
Shuyak Strait on the south and Perevalnie Passage on the north. The area provides good 
deer and river otter habitat and supports a population of brown bears. Its shorelands 
support a rich diversity of wildlife habitat including seabird colonies, bald eagle nests, and 
harbor seal haulouts. Pink, coho and chum salmon are found in streams and Steller sea 

···-, lions, sea otters, porpoises and whales inhabit nearshore waters. There are large 
.. ) populations of ducks along the coast. The area is popular for its outstanding hunting, wildlife 

viewing, fishing, and sea kayaking opportunities. The island supports several lodges and 
guiding operations. 

26,565 acres are being appraised. All of the acreage is included in one parcel which is 
proposed for acquisition. If this acquisition is approved by the Trustee Council, the parcel 
will be managed as part of the Shuyak Island State Park which will provide protection for the 
entire island. 

Title to the subsurface estate is held by the State of Alaska. 

RESTORATION BENEFITS 

The parcel includes important habitat for several species of fish and wildlife for which 
significant injury resulting from the spill has been documented. A rocky shoreline heavy with 
kelp beds, pockets of eelgrass and rich community of invertebrates supports feeding 
harlequin ducks, black oystercatchers, marbled murrelets, and pigeon guillemots. Black 
oystercatchers and pigeon guillemots nest and harlequin ducks molt along the shoreline. 
The mature spruce forests on the parcel provide probable nesting habitat for marbled 
murrelets. Restoration of these injured species will benefit from acquisition of this important 
habitat through protection from activities and disturbances which may adversely affect their 

Shuyak Island 1 11/8/95 

--- -- -. --- --- ----- -.--··- -------------- ------- »-•--····---------------·------------------



recovery. There is also high potential recovery benefits for river otters and concentrations of 
sea otters which feed and breed along the shoreline. Harbor seal, an injured species with 
seriously reduced population levels, have the potential to benefit from parcel acquisition 
through protection of haulout areas and control of potential disturbances. Recovery for 
Pacific herring, an injured species documented to spawn along the coastline, will benefit as 
will pink salmon populations, documented in six streams, and Dolly Varden, documented in 
eight streams. These resources would be protected from activity which may adversely affect 
water quality and habitat. 

The area has high scenic value and supports high value wilderness-based recreation 
including hunting, fishing, sea kayaking and camping. The area also possesses high cultural 
resource values, with fifteen documented historical archaeological sites. 

Protection of the habitat in the spill area to levels above and beyond t11at provided by existing 
law and regulation will have a beneficial effect on recovery of injured resources and lost or 
diminished services provided by these resources. The draft Shuyak Island State Park 
management plan specifically recommends these lands for inclusion in the park. The 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, will 
manage the park from offices in Kodiak and will maintain seasonal rangers and cabins on the 
island. Protection of fish and wildlife habitat and fish and wildlife populations will be the 
highest management priority. Public use of the lands will include sport, personal use, and 
subsistence hunting, fishing, trapping and recreational uses, consistent with public safety and 
permitted under law or regulations of the Board of Fisheries and Board of Game. The Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game will manage the fish, wildlife, and aquatic plant resources from 
offices in Kodiak and will maintain biologists to monitor the commercial, sport, and 
subsistence resources and habitats on the island. There will be no commercial timber 
harvest on these lands nor any other commercial use of these lands, except any limited 
commercial use that may be consistent with state and federal laws and the goals of 
restoration. 

The acquisition and designation of this parcel as state park land with highest management 
priority on the protection of fish and wildlife habitat and populations will allow an expeditious 
recovery of injured resources and services by precluding additional impacts to habitat and 
disturbance to injured fish and wildlife populations. No species-specific restoration efforts are 
proposed at this time for this parcel. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

The acquisition price will be determined at the time the appraisal is completed. The source of 
revenue will be the civil trust funds. 

RECOMMENDATION 
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) RESOLUTION OF THE 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

We, the undersigned, duly authorized members of the Exxon Valdez Oil 

Spill Trustee Council, after extensive review and after consideration of the views of 

the public, find as follows: 

1. Under the Municipal Entitlement Act, the Kodiak Island Borough 

(hereinafter "KIB") has the right to receive title to certain land from the State of Alaska 

(hereinafter "State"); 

2. In 1980 and 1981 the KIB filed certain appeals with the Superior Court 

in Anchorage for the purpose of determining the KIB's rights under the Municipal 

Entitlement Act. The appeals were resolved and settled by the KIB and the State in 

the Agreement of Settlement and Consent Decree in case numbers 3AN-80-3070 Civ, 

3AN-80-6710 Civ, and 3AN-81-1385 Civ, consolidated, approved by the court on 

August 12, 1981, which Agreement was subsequently amended by the Amendment 

to Settlement Agreement dated January 3, 1985 (hereinafter collectively referred to 

as the "Settlement Agreement"); 

3. Pursuant to the Settlement Agreement the KIB has received title to certain 

land on Shuyak Island and has an absolute right to receive patent from the State to 

other land on Shuyak Island, consisting in total of approximately 25,665 acres, more 

or less, (hereinafter all of the KIB's land and interest in land on Shuyak Island including 

adjacent rocks and islets are referred to as the "Land"); 

4. The KIB is desirous of selling the Land to the State; 

.) 
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5. The Land includes important habitat for several species of fish and wildlife 

for which significant injury resulting from the spill has been documented. A rocky 

shoreline heavy with kelp beds, pockets of eelgrass and rich communities of 

invertebrates supports feeding harlequin ducks, black oystercatchers, marbled 

murrelets, and pigeon guillemots. Black oystercatchers and pigeon guillemots nest and 

harlequin ducks molt along the shoreline. The mature spruce forests on the parcel 

provide probable nesting habitat for marbled murrelets. Restoration of these injured 

species will benefit from acquisition of this important habitat through protection from 

activities and disturbances which may adversely affect their recovery. There is also 

a high likelihood of restoration benefits for river otters and concentrations of sea otters 

which feed and breed along the shoreline. Harbor seals, an injured species with 
--, 
) seriously reduced population levels, are likely to benefit from parcel acquisition through 

protection of haulout areas and control of potential disturbances. Pacific herring, an 

injured species documented to spawn along the coastline, will benefit as will pink 

salmon populations, documented in six streams, and Dolly Varden, documented in 

eight streams on the parcel, through protection from activity which may adversely 

affect water quality and habitat. The area has high scenic value and supports high 

value wilderness-based recreation including hunting, fishing, sea-kayaking and 

camping. The area also possesses high cultural resource values, with fifteen 

documented historical/archaeological sites; 
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) 6. The Land is adjacent to the Shuyak Island State Park to the west and the 

Aleksandr Baranov State Game Refuge to the east. Protection of the Land will ensure 

protection of the entire Shuyak Island ecosystem; 

7. Existing laws and regulations, including but not limited to the Alaska 

Forest Practices Act, the Anadromous Fish Protection Act, the Clean Water Act, the 

Alaska Coastal Management Act, the Bald Eagle Protection Act and the Marine 

Mammals Prote·ction Act, are intended, under normal circumstances, to protect 

resources from serious adverse affects from logging and other developmental 

activities. However, restoration, replacement and enhancement of resources injured 

by the EXXON VALDEZ oil spill present a unique situation. Without passing on the 

adequacy or inadequacy of existing law and regulation to protect resources, biologists, 
_, .. ," 

) scientists and other resource specialists agree that, in their best professional judgment, 

.. ) 

protection of habitat in the spill affected area to levels above and beyond that provided 

by existing law and regulation will likely have a beneficial affect on recovery of injured 
.• 

resources and lost or diminished services provided by these resources; 

8. There has been widespread public support for the acquisition of the 

Lands; and 

9. The purchase of the Land is an appropriate means to restore a portion of 

the injured resources and services in the oil spill area. 

10. It is ordinarily the State of Alaska's practice to pay fair market value for 

the land interests it acquires. However, due to the unique circumstances of the limited 
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.. ) availability of settlement funds to complete acquisitions of land interests for purposes 

of promoting recovery of natural resources injured by the EXXON VALDEZ Oil Spill 

("EVOS") and the need to acquire it promptly to prevent any potential degradation of 

the habitat, we believe it is appropriate in this case to pay more than fair market value 

for these par-ticular interests. 

11 . This negotiated offer represents the lowest price at which this Land can 

be acquired because of the installment payment schedule provided for in the Exxon 

settlement agreement and the resulting limited availability of funds. This offer 

therefore reflecl:> a value llidl IJI uvides the KIO a benefit of selling the Land by moano 

of installment payments and yet provides for current protection under the Trustee 

Council's habitat protection program. 

12. This offer is a reasonable price given the significant natural resource and 

service values protected; the scope and pervasiveness of the EVOS environmental 

disaster and the need for protection of ecosystems; and the relationship of the price 

in excess of market value to other large-scale acquisitions in Alaska and the rest of the 

United States, and earlier actions taken pursuant to the habitat protection program. 

13. The Kodiak Island Borough Assembly has enacted an ordinance to 

establish a Facilities Fund in which the proceeds from the sale of these Lands are to 

be deposited. Disbursements from the fund are limited to the construction, 

maintenance and debt service for public facilities. As part of this ordinance, funding 

was authorized by the Assembly for the Kodiak Fishery Industrial Technology Center. 
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THEREFORE, we resolve to provide the funds for the State of Alaska to 

offer to purchase and, if the offer is accepted, to purchase all the Seller's rights and 

interests on Shuyak Island consisting of approximately 25,665 acres, more or less, in 

accordance with the AGREEMENT FOR SALE AND PURCHASE OF INTERESTS IN 

LANDS ON SHUYAK ISLAND (attached as Exhibit A and hereafter referred to as the 

"Purchase Agreement") and pursuant to the following conditions: 

(a) the purchase price for the Land shall be the final approved appraised fair 

market value of the interests in the Land plus twenty percent (20%) of the final 

approved appraised fair market value, except that the price may not exceed 

$42,000,000 ("Purchase Price"); 

(b) receipt by the United States District Court for the District of Alaska 

_-) ("District Court") of the settlement payments due from Exxon Corporation, et al; 

(c) disbursement of these funds by the District Court; 

(d) a satisfactory title search is completed and the KIB is able to convey fee 

simple title by warranty deed to the surface estate of that portion of the Land to which 

it has received title or to which it is entitled to receive title; 

(e) no timber harvesting or road development will be initiated on the Lands; 

Title to the Land conveyed to the State shall be subject to the following 

conditions: 

(f) there shall be no commercial timber harvest on the Land nor any other 

commercial use of the Land excepting such limited commercial use as may be 
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· .,) consistent with State law and the goals of restoration to its prespill condition of any 

natural resource injured, lost, or destroyed as a result of the EVOS and the services 

provided by that resource or replacement or substitution for the injured, lost or 

destroyed resources and affected services as described in the Memorandum of 

Agreement and Consent Decree between the United States and the State of Alaska 

entered August 28, 1991; 

(g) public use of the Land shall include sport and subsistence hunting, fishing, 

trapping, and recreational uses insofar as consistent with public safety and permitted 

under law or under a regulation of the Board of Fisheries or Board of Game; 

(h) a conservation easement in the United States authorizing it to enforce in 

a court of competent jurisdiction, the restoration and conservation purposes for which 

this acquisition is made as set forth in this Resolution and in any implementing 

purchase agreements; 

(i) The Alaska Department of Law shall develop language to implement the 

intentions of the foregoing subparagraph (h), in form and substance that is satisfactory 

to the U.S. Department of Justice. 

By unanimous consent and upon execution of the purchase agreements 

and written notice from the State of Alaska and Executive Director of the Trustee 

Council that the terms and conditions set forth herein and in the purchase agreements 

have been satisfied, we request the Alaska Department of Law and the Assistant 
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_) 

Attorney General of the Environment and Natural Resources Division of the U.S. 

Department of Justice to petition the District Court as follows: 

(1) for withdrawal of the sum of twenty percent (20%) of the Purchase Price 

from the District Court Registry account established as a result of the Governments' 

settlement to be paid at the time of closing: 

(2) for withdrawals of the sum of five percent (5%) of the Purchase Price to 

be paid by October 1, 1996; 

(3) for withdrawal of the sum of fifteen percent (15%) of the Purchase Price 

to be paid by October 1, 1997; 

(4) for withdrawal of the sum of fifteen percent (15%) of the Purchase Price 

to be paid by October 1, 1998; 

(5) for withdrawal of the sum of fifteen percent (15%) of the Purchase Price 

to be paid by October 1, 1999; 

(6) for withdrawal of the sum of fifteen percent (15%) of the Purchase Price 

to be paid by October 1, 2000; 

(7) for withdrawal of the sum of fifteen percent (15%) of the Purchase Price 

to be paid by October 1, 2001; 

These amounts represent the only amounts due under this resolution to the KIB by the 

State of Alaska from the joint funds in the District Court Registry and no additional 

amounts or interest are herein authorized to be paid to the KIB from such joint funds. 
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·.) · ..... 

Dated this )vvil day of December, 1994 at Anchorage, Alaska. 

Regional Forester 
Alaska Region 
USDA Forest. Service 

Assistant Secretary for 
Fish and Wildlife and Parks 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

u?~;7o( i;22i/V 
CARL L. ROSIER 
Commissioner 
Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game 

Shuyak Offer 

TILLERY 
Attorney General/Trustee Representative 
State of Alaska 

Director, Alaska Region 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Commissioner 
Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
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$28 m11110n tn sp111 Tunas ouy~ nuuu ~ lf'l..uulctt'\ 
After the ceremony, Pa

gano was aSked if ~;e felt 
Koniag got a fair pnce for 

WASHINGTON - The 
Interior Department an
nounced Wednesday that it 
is acquiring from Alaska 
Natives an ·additional 
59,600 acres of wild lands 
they own inside the Kodi
ak National Wildlife Ref
uge. 

The $26 million deal 
with Native-owned Kohiag 
Inc. is being financed with 
money paid by Exxon 
Corp. to settle criminal and 
civil charges arising from 
the March 1989 .Exxon Val
dez oil spill that badly 
oiled portions of Kodiak 
Island. 

The purchase is the third 
this year from Natives. The 
acquisitions, costing about 
$88.5 million from the 
Exxon settlement, · add 
208,000 acres of unspoiled 
fish and wildlife habitat to 
the refuge as part of the 
continuing effort tn remP
dy the damage caused by 
the 11-million-gallon spill. 

Federal and state trust
ees who oversee the $900 
million Exxon settlement 
fund are negotiating with 
Koniag to buy an addition
al 57,000 acres the Natives 
own inside the refuge. 

Those lands are consid
ered the crown jewel of the 
four-phase land acquisition 
because they include the 
Karluk and Sturgeon river 
areas that arc key habitat 
for salmon production and 
brown bears. Also an
nounced Wednesday vias $2 
million that Koniag will be 
paid for a conservation 
easement protecting that 
property from any devel
opment while the oil-spill 
trustees and the Native 
corporation work to ce
ment a purchase agree
ment. 

The land deals were an
nounced at a ceremony at 
the World Wildlife Fund 
attended by Interior Secre
tary Bruce Babbitt, Koniag 
president Frank Pagano, 
oil-spill trustees and envi
ronmental supporters of 
the purchase. 

The ceremony could not 
be held at the Interior De
partment because the gov- ., 
ernment shutdown closed 
the agency. Papers consum-
mating the sale were 
signed before the ohut 

-down began Tuesday. 
George Frampton, the · 

Interior Department's as
sistant secretary for parks 
and refuges, said the land 
purchases were backed by 
the state, environmental
ists and pro-hunting orga
nizations, including the Na
tional Rifle Association. 

"Obviously, Koniag and 
Kodiak Island residents 
benefit," Frampton said of 
the deal. "The land is still 
available for them to use 
and it unlocks the econom
ic potential that might oth
erwise have been hard to 
do. The Fish and Wildlife 
Service benefits by being 
able to exercise more con
trol over an entire ecosys
tem." 

Oil-spill trustees recent
ly have been criticized for 
paying more money for Na
tive lands than they were 
appraised for. Frampton 
vigorously defended the 
purch~sg agreements, stly
ing the value of the lands 
cannot be measured by or
dinary appraisal practices. 

"What we are buying re
ally is not land - it is 
restoration value,'' Framp
ton said. "There is no way 
to capture that value in 
appraisals." 

Appraisals are set based 
on fair market values, 
Frampton said. But there 
are few parcels of the size 
and location that the oil
spill trustees are dealing 
with and the lands have no 
commercially exploitable 
resources that can be cata

loged to determine worth. 

The total deal was $28 
million, which will be paid 
out over four years, accord
ing to the Interior Depart
ment .. 

"We think that consider
ing the restoration bene
fits, we're getting a fair 
deal," Frampton said. 

Pagano attended the cer
emony.but when called up
on to speak, he said he had 
nothing to say. 

"I have no comments to 
make as to the acquisition, 
one way or another, at this 
time," he told the gather
ing. 

its lands. . · 
"I have no feeling a;f 

all," he replied. 
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The price of pricelessness 
By NATALIE PHILLIPS 
Daily News reporter 

G overnment officials charged i/ith 
spending $900 million in 
settlement money from the Exxon 

Valdez oil spill paid millions of dollars 
' more for 152,000 acres of Kodiak Island 

land than their own appraisers said it 
was worth. 

The Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
defends the price, saying the land is 
prime habitat for a number of species 
injured by the !989 oil spill. And the 
officials say that the landowners - Old 
Harbor Native Corp. and 
Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc. -wouldn't sell 
for Jess. 

But government appraisers say the 
· inflated value sets a dangerous 
precedent for future government 
purchases, since the trustees paid twice 
what the appraisers said it was worth. 
The appraisers also say the government 
got very little for the Exxon money. 

-··VI.(~ {\JC!Mf> 

Government 
appraisers say 

a land deal made 
by the Exxon Valdez 

Oil Spill 
Trustee Council is 

a classic boondoggle. 
Defenders of the deal 

maintain that 
'public-interest value' 

counts. 

'Z'-t(tf'i') ~-

"There's just no way they could have 
bought this with taxpayers' money. It 
just wouldn't fly," said Carl Rasmussen, 
a senior federal appraiser from Colorado 
who reviewed the deal for the 
government. "You didn't get anything 
for the money. The land was already 
protected from development." 

The land is prime brown bear habitat 
and sits within the Kodiak National 
Wildlife Refuge. It has long been coveted 
by environmental groups and the 
Interior Department. 

In May, the Trustee Council paid $60.5 
million for it, or $398 an acre. 

Their appraisers told them the land 
was worth $26.3 million at most, or 
roughly $175 an acre. Appraisers for the 
Native corporation landowners valued 
the land at $107 million, about $700 an 
acre. "We shot high; they shot low. And 
we came in where we wanted," said 
Emil Christiansen, president of Old 

Please see Page A·9, WORTH 



WORTH: Critics see no gain 
spill~c6uncil purchase-

Continued from Page A-1 

Harbor Native Corp. 
The Trustee Council says it simply got 

the best deal it could. Several 
government appraisers disagree. 

"Word has spread, and this is 
recognized in the appraisal profession as 
another government boondoggle," 
Rasmussen said. 

Initially. the Trustee Council refused 
to release appraisals done by 
government workers and landowners. 
Copies were obtained by the Anchorage 
Daily News through state and federal 
freedom-of-information laws. 

The appraisals also show that the 
Trustee Council is now negotiating with 
other Native corporations on a 
half-dozen other multimillion-dollar 
deals and bumping up against the same 
problem: government appraisers come 
up with one value for a parcel of land 
and the landowner's appraiser comes 
back with a figure three to six times 
higher. 

While it is not unaommon for a buyer 
to think land is worth less than what 
the seller thinks, the gulf between the 
Native corporations' and the 
government's appraisals was unusually 
large, according to Rasmussen. 

At the·center of the dispute is the 
question of how to evaluate remote, 
undeveloped land in places like Alaska, 
where the scenery and wildlife may be 
spectacular, but traditional business or 
residential opportunities nearly nil. . 

The government appraisers used. 
standard methods of looking at wb~t 
type of. development - such as_ logging, 
subdividing or mining - would fetch 
the most money. They call it "highest 
best use." At the same time, they 
compare the land to similar parcels that 
llave l'et.!eully sulU uu tlle opeumark.et, 
but not to government purchases, which 
can be politically influenced and 
inflated. · 

The landowners' appraisers used a 
new invention which has yet to receive 
general acceptance. The technique is 
called "public-interest value" and 
attempts to add the worth of sweeping 
views and wildlife habitat to traditional 
economic valuations. The Native 
corporations also used other government 
land purchases as a way to boost the 
value of their lands. 

It is "a very small minority that is 
very vocal that is pushing this 
public-interest concept," J.D. Eaton, 
assistant chief appraiser for the U.S. 
Department of Justice, said in a phone 
interview from Washington, D.C. 

The Alaska land appraisals were 
debated at appraisers' meetings in 
Chicago, Reno and Atlanta and in 
articles in trade publications~_ The 
Appraisal Foundation, a self-regulation 
body, is reviewing the new technique. 

"What's at stake is millions of 
dollars," said Jonathan Avery, a 
Boston-area appraiser with the 
Appraisal Institute, a trade association. 
"This could be precedent-setting. There 
is really no one paying these kind of 
numbers for land except the 
gover,nment. It raises the question of are
they getting taken to the cleaners." 

A special panel of government 

appraisers spent a year analyzing the 
new technique and in April issued a 
five-page opinion condemning 
public-interest valuation. 

Those who follow Trustee Council 
decisions say that if the council took 
that position, the Kodiak land deals 
wouldn't have happened. 

"It basically comes down to a gut 
feeling between the buyers and the 
sellers," said Pam Brodie of the Sierra 
Club. And if the government isn't 
flexible there·would be no way to value 
and then purchase remote, unique lands, 
she added. 

'PRICELESS SETTING' 
The Kodiak Island land deal was not 

the first for the Trustee Council. Nor was 
it the first time the trustees paid more 
than their appraisals. 

When the state and federal 
governn;1ents got $900 million for settling 
their lawsuitS with Exxon in 1991, the 
court required that the money be used to 
restore the area hurt by the spill - from 
Cordova to the Alaska Peninsula. After 
lengthy public hearings to define 
restoration, the council decided to spend 
money on scientific studies, a new marine 
research center in Seward, and habitat for 
the 17 species injured by the spill. 

They earmarked roughly $300 million 
for land and started looking at sites on 
Kodiak Island, near Seward, and in 
Prince William Sound. So far, they have 
spent $120 million for 200,000 acres, 
mostly on Kodiak Island. 

The first deal, to buy a proposed 
logging site on Kachemak Bay near 
Homer, was cut. two years ago, 
consummating· a purchase in the works 
since the mid-1980s, long before the Exxon 
oil spill.· 

Back then, officials began negotiating 
wllh Seldovia Nallve Assudallon over 
23,800 acres it owned within Kachemak 
Bay State Park. The state appraised the 
land at $12 million. The Seldovia Native 
Corp.'s appraiser, using public-interest 
valuation, said. the land was worth $26 
million. Neither side would budge.· 

Years later, the Exxon settlement 
provided the pot of money for the deal. 
The park inholdings were bought in 
August 1993 for $22 million, or $925 an 
acre. 

"That's a priceless setting," said 
Charlie Cole, a Fairbanks lawyer· who 
was Alaska attorney general and a trustee 
when the decision was made. "I'm not 
sure appraisal techniques, in the orthodox 
sense, are capal:Sle of measuring· that." 

A few months later, the Trustee Council 
bought 41,500 acres on Afognak Island for 
$38.7 million. or $931 an acre. The land 
belonged to Seal Bay Timber Co., which is 
owned by Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc. and Old 
Harbor Native Corp; The Trustee Council 
and landowners negotiated openly during 
a council meeting. The deal was done 
before the appraisals were completed. 

Those purchases set the pace for the 
deals that have followed. 

"Knowing what was paid for Seal 
Bay/Tonki Cape and Kachemak Bay 
decidedly influenced what potential 
sellers are willing to accept for their 
holdings,'' wrote Old Harbor Native 
Corp.'s appraiser, Shorett and Riely of 
Seattle. 

) 
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When Old Harbor Native Corp. and 
Akhiok·Kaguyak Inc. submitted their 
appraisals last summer for the Kodiak 
deal, they said their land was worth $700 
an acre. 

They included with their appraisal a 
list of 37 land deals and the prices that 
were paid. The government was the buyer 
in most, but the parcels were relatively 
small in comparison with the land sought 
by the Trustee Council. 

The government's appraisals, on the 
other hand, found the Native 
corporation's land was worth between 
$128 and $177 an acre. Government 
appraisers justified their findings by 
pointing out: 

• The land's value is limited because 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
restricts development on private land 
within the refuge. 

• The most likely development would 
be hunting and fishing lodges, and the 
Alaska market is glutted right now with 
vacant and failed lodges. 

The appraisers also queStioned whether 
the government needed more land in 
Alaska. "Alaska has a disproportionate 
amount of land in protected/preserved 
status," they said. 

It was the last comment that upset the 
Native corporations. 

"It just about knocked our shoes off," 
said Christiansen of the Old Harbor 
Native Corp. "We said we might as well 
not talk. If we wanted to give the land 
away, that would have been a way to do 
it." 

'THE MEGA TRADE' 
Kodiak lands figured into another ·~ v "· 

controversial deal a decade ago_ in what 
became known as "The Me"gatrade." A 
handful of Native corporations had sought 
to swap Kodiak Refuge inholdings for 
government land with oil potential within 
the Arctic N a tiona! Wildlife Refuge. 

Government appraisers valued 891,000 
acres of Native land then on _the table at 
$90 million. There is no available record 
of what the landowners' appraisers found. 

Interior Department negotiators 
ignored their own appraisers and agreed 
to give the corporation $539 million worth 
of ANWR land. 

The deal collapsed when Congress 
decided not to open ANWR after the 
Exxon Valdez spill. At the same time, in 
criticism that would foreshadow the 
current dispute, the General Accounting 
Office said Congress should reject the deal 
because the Interior Department had 
offered nearly six times what the land 
was worth. The GAO, the investigative 
arm of Congress, also said that mOst of 
the land within the Kodiak refuge already 
was protected from major development. 

Rasmussen said that when he was 
called last year to review the recent 
Kodiak land appraisals done for the 
Exxon Trustees, "it was like a deja vu." 

Rasmussen found fault with the 
appraisals of both the government and the 
Native corporations. He said it was 
inappropriate for government appraisers 
to issue political opinions on whether 
Alaska has too much public land. But in 
the end, Rasmussen rejected the Native 
corporations' findings and said the 
government's appraisals were sound. 

fir1U,ora.5<- Dc...ly NewS 
Su.~d"'j. Oclvber :U, 1995 

HOW THE DEAL WAS DONE 
The Kodiak land deal was completed in 

negotiations. The appraisals were set 
aside and the negotiators talked about 
what the Trustee Council was willing to 
pay and what the landowners were 
willing to accept. 

Jim Ayers, who was the executive 
director of the Trustee Council at the 
time, said that although he agrees that 
public-interest value techniques shouldn't 
be used in appraisals, he nevertheless 
thought the land was wo.rth more than the 
government figures. 

"I came to the conclusion that $350 to 
$400 (an acre) was the general range and I 
came to that based on discussions and 
reading the appraisal," said Ayers, who is 
now chief of staff for Gov. Tony Knowles. 
"I spent a lot of time looking at that 
land," he added. "I came to the conclusion 
that we could put several hundred 
thousands of acres of that land into 
protection and it was not unreasonable to 
pay that amount for the land. 

"That's how simple it is," Ayers said. 
"I felt it would have been morally wrong 
to take it away from the Natives for $100 
an acre." 

On Nov. 2, five days before the voters 
would choose a new ·governor who would 
have authority to change half the trustees, 
the panel voted to pay Akhiok·Kaguyak 
Inc. and Old Harbor Native Corp. up to 
$60.5 million for their land. The deal gave 
the government clear title 'to about 106,000 
acres. On the other 46,000 acres, the 
government acquired or.:.ly conservation 
easements, which limits development but 
keeps ownership with the Native . _ 
corporati6IiS'. 

"I think everyone would have preferred 
the firSt major-protection (purchase) 
would have been in Prince William 
Sound," said Molly McCammon, the 
Trustee Council's executive director. 
"That is where the impact of the spill was 
felt the greatest. But as I said before, 
these deals are very complicated. The 
Kodiak deal had been in the works for 20 
years." 

In May, with all the paperwork in 
order, ffiembers of the Trustee Council, 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, and 
leaders from the Native corporations met 
in Washington, D.C., for a ceremony in 
which the check and deeds exchanged 
hands. . · 

But the appraisers are still battling 
over whether the appraisals are 
legitimate. 

A TITLE CHANGE 
Mundy and Associates of Seattle, an 

appraisal firm, defends public-interest 
value techniques. Vicki Adams of the firm 
said the main difference between her 
philosophy and the government's is that 
she would consider preservation to be a 
"highest best use." 

Rasmussen fears the completed deal 
will give the landovrners' appraisers a 
measure of legitimacy. And he still holds 
that it is a dangerous practice. 

"If you want (that land) in your name, 
that's all that happened," Rasmussen 
said. "It was a title change. You didn't 
get anything you didn't have before." 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Councii land deals 
Government Owner · o1i !1) . ·. . ,;, :,_· 

Land Owner Acreage Tenns appraisal appraosal Government olfer Sale prlee . . · SJal!\S 'if' 

j) Seldovia Native Assoc. 
:} Eyak Corp. 

;) Eyak Corp. sub-parcel 

l Seal Bay Timber Co, 
) Ahkiok-Kaguyak Inc. 

'"2--3-rano·m ';!L.. ",_,_ __ :!;,;u 

?R,O~? · 
. tj:::~"""'''<11 
,..;,~~-Y;. 

'41,549> 
1~9;'3.:iJ!;~,V 

Tille 

N/A 
Timber rights 

Tille 

Tille/easemenls 
) Chenega Corp, 74,554;G Tille/easemenls 

:1 Kodiak Island Borough £:~~]!; ·. Jille . 

) Koniag Inc. 1..15-/13.9#· Tille/easemen!s 
) 

· ~~;L~~~- . Title/easements 
: Old Harbor Native Corp. 1:•@k~!!!!il!l!« /and exchanges"' 

[!) Tatillek. · 56it~'•'fi. N/A 
[)Afognak Joint Venture · ~~' N/A 

·--~~-·--;::..~ 

~English Bay Corp. 4!1,~.'!<., N/A 
g) Port Graham Corp. ':J::;fiiiiJ N/A 
) Includes 20 percent fee paid by trustee council to cover paying the seller in installments >=up to the amount shown 

) Government refused 10 ":leJse documents 
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A bit pricey 
Kodiak land worthwhile, but expensive 

In spending $60 million for Native lands .inside the 
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, the Exxon Valdez 
t:rust_ees helped cons~rve an important arei7b"""'Ut"Oia so 

at a mighty steep price. 
It's doubtful the This expensive deal may 

set a costly precedent 
government would that could drive up the 
have paid such a price of any future 
premium if it had to purchases of Alaska 
extract the money wilderness habitat. 
from taxpayers or The trustees, a mix of 

state ·and federal 
float a bond. But the officials, had good 
record-breaking reasons for wanting to 
Exxon spill settlement consolidate the refuge in 
gave the trustees public ownership. 
plenty of spending Buying the Native 

: ~ inholdings helps species 
. money. damaged by the oil spill 

and ensures the refuge is 
protected from potentially harmful development. 
That's why acquiring the land had support from 
across the nation an.d in Al .. aska, including the Daily 

~ News. 
Valuable as the new refuge lands are, though, the 

terms of the deal are disturbing. The trustees paid 
more than double what its appraisers thought the 
land would be worth if developed. 

The price the government paid reinforces a 
ontroversial concept in <ippraising, known as "public 

interest valuation." It's a technique that justifies 
paying much higher prices than the property would 
command if bought for development, on the theorY 
that the highest and best use of the land is preserving 
natural values under government ownership. 

Such ''public interest" considerations could 
perhaps justify paying a small premium, but when 
the price doubles or triples, the theory becomes an 
excu::.\! for gouging. 

If this had been an arm's length transaction, 
there'd be less cause for concern. But government 
acquisitions are always subject .to poli\ical pressure. 
A seller Can lobby the .buyer's political l:iosses in 
hopes of exacting a higher price. 

And in this case, the sellers launched a vigorous 
campaign to get national support for _a_ buyout. They 
even hired a Washington D.C., lobbyist to spearhead 
the effort. Such campaigning aWay from the 
negotiating table is especially worrisome in a deal 
like this one, where there simply are no compar_able 
private market transactions to help evaluate the price 
the government pays. 

The premium paid for the Kodiak lands is also 
questionable for another reason. Because the lands 
are already inside a wildlife refuge, certain 
development restrictions apply to the Native lands. 
It's true the feds have never written rules defining 
those limits. And it's true that whatever rules the 
feds might write could fall ii;l.a_legal challenge. But in 
effect, much of what the government has bought is 

· environmental protectiori that it has declined to seek 
through regulations and "defend in court. Considered 
in that light, paying double the lands' deve_lopment 
value· "is even" ·mare dubious. · 

It's doubtful the government would have paid such 
a premium if it had to extract the in.oney from 
taxpayers or float a bond. But the record-breaking 
Exxon spill settlement gave the trustees plenty of 
spending money. This deal illustrates what can 
happen when the government goes shopping with a 
big bankroll and an obvious itch to buy. 

Jlttlnl~ft'l1~1' 

Canada's strife is 
WASHINGTON - Pre

dictably, proponents of En
glish-only laws are holding 
up Canada's latest close 
call with Quebec separat
ism as evidence of the dan
gers of multilingualism 
and multiculturalism. 

Were it only that simple. 
The fires of separatism 

that gripped Quebec in the 
days leading up to Mon
day's election were fanned 
by much more than lan
guage pride. Other factors 
included a widespread 
sense of group victimiza
tion, a widespread sense of 
betrayec'l trust and the gal
vanizing charm of a 
smooth-talking, charismat
ic leader who carefully 
moderated his radical vi
siori to appeal to moder
ates. 

My, how familiar all 
that sounds to my African
American cars. 

African Americans may 
not be united by a common 
language separate from 
that of the rest of English· 
speaking_ America. but the 
sovereignty sought by the 
Quebecois sounds painfully 
similar to the "black home· 
land" sought by Nation of 
Islam Miui5ter Louis Fnr
rakhan and other black 
separatists here. It is not a 
new idea. It simply sounds 
more appealing at some 
times than it does at- oth
ers. 

At first glance, the Que
becois would seem to have 
little to gripe about. With 7 
million people, 82 percent 
of whom primarily speak 
French, today's Quebec has 
more than a fourth of Can
ada's population. Yet it 
has produced a fifth of 
Canada's prime ministers 
and in the past 27 years a 
Quebecker has been prime 
minister in all but three. 

CLARENCE 
PAGE 

The central gave 
takes extreme mea! 
assure bilingualisn 
since the 1950s, G 
economy has emerg 
an underdeveloped 
into an economic 
house. 

Still, this is its 
independence vote 
years. In 1980, Qm 
voted 60 percent tc 
cent against a sof 
sian of the same se 
question· that came 
55,000 votes of wir 
Monday. Why the t 

ness? 
Q1_1PhP.ckers, tl 

holdout for French 
in this hemisphe 
tell you they wa· 
culture recognized 
tinct in an endur: 
that will not be 
and washed away 
French culture that 
in· -Louisiana until 
century ago. 

Two years after 
vote, Quebec vat 
their provincial po 
back in consti" 
changes that also < 
bee its coveted 
veto any amendr 
the constitution. 

A 1987 effort c: 

Bennett's attack on 
WASHINGTON- Those 

Republicans, they'll stop at 
nothing to corral the votes 
of the __ righteous and up
lifted. First it· was Dan 
Quayle, attacking that nice 
Murphy Brown for decid
ing to be a single mother 
rather than marry the guy. 

ThP.n it was Bob Dole, 
berating Time Warner !or 
its promotion of a particu
larly vicious strain of 
gangsta rap. 

Now it's William Ben
nett, crusading against 
• • • ..,_ ... ,..,..,.f.,llr" 

DON KAUI 

It is. in short, t€ 



Appraisal needs explanation 
Your recent article (Oct. 22), "The . 

price of pricelessness," regarding the 
appraisal process of the Ex><;on Val
dez Oil Spill Trustee Counc1 was 
incomplete, misleaaing ··a:n<r dis

played a .total 
lack of under
standing ·of the 

~--'~Trustee Council's 
mission. 

The council is 
responsible for 
restoring and 
protecting the re
sources and ser
vices injured by 

the 1989 oil spill. Scientists and the 
public have identified protecting 
habitat as a key method to aid 
injured fish and wildlife populations 
and the users who depend on them. 

The council uses fair market value 
appraisals that conform to govern
ment standards as part of its process 
to identify fair value. But appraisals 
provide an opinion of economic value 
(i.e., timber,. minerals, development), 
not restoration or biological value. 
For that reason, the council also 
evaluated the habitat values of lands 
in the spill area and identified those 
that" could contribute to the recovery 
of resources and services if protected. 

Urider slate and federal laws and 
guidelines, the council uses economic 
appraisals to help decide on a fair 
price for protecting large remote par
cels. Appraisers .frequently differ on 
market conditions, development 
costs and speculative economic op
portunities. Appraisals are estimafes 
of value based ·on assumptions and 
subject to different professional judg
ments and opinions. 

To date the council has ·completed 
five major habitat protection transac
tions, each with enormous public 
support. Only the two Kodiak trans
actions substantially exceeded gov
ernment appraised values. In both 
cases, the council decided the restora' 
tion and habitat values justified a 
negotiated price exceeding govern" 
ment appraisers' estimates of eco
nomic value. 

The Kodiak lands provide some of 
. the highest value fisheries habitat in 

the world, worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars to commercial and 
subsistence fishermen. The council 
decided an extra level of protection 
was warranted. 

The council acted on the Kodiak 
acquisitions in open session and in 
response to overwhelming public 
support. They were reviewed and 
approved by the U.S. Department of 
Justice, the Department of the Interi
or and the Attorney General's ·office. 

The Trustee Council will continue 
to use economic appraisals to help· 
determine a fair price for habitat 
protection. But the council must also 
consider the: best interests of the 
biological resources injured by the 
spill and the humans who depend on: 
them. This forms the basis of the 
council's strong record of prudent 
actions, well supported by the public. 

- Molly McCammon, 
executive director, Exxon Valdez Oil 

Spill Trustee Council 

\ 
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EVOS Trustee Council Encounters 
Government. Agency Sti~ket §h99~ 

. '. . . · .. ' . . . . . : .. · -
ANCHORAGE (AP)

Governmen t officials 
charged with spending $900 
million in settlement money 
from the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill paid millions of dollars 
more for 152,000 acres of 
Kodiak Island la~d than their 
own appraiSers said it was 
worth. 

The Exxon Valdez Trustee. 
Council defends the price, 
saying the land is prime habi
tat for a number of species 
injured by the 1989 oil spill. 
And the officials say that rl1e 

·landowners-Old Harbor 
Native Corp. and -Akhiok-. 
Kaguyak Inc.-wouldn 'tsell 
for less. 

But government apprais
ers say the inflated value sets 
a dangerous precedent for 
future government pur
c:h:lses, since the trust~es paid 
twice what the appraisers said 
it was worth. The appraisers 
also say the government got 
very little for the Exxon 
money. 

"There's just no way they 
could have bought this with 
taxpayers' money. It just 
wouldn't fly," said Carl 
Rasmussen, a senior federal 
appraiser from Colorado who 
reviewed the deal for the gov-
ernmenr. 

.The land is prim:e br~~n · govermnent apprais-:rs come 
bear habitat and sits within upwith·onevalueforaparcel 
the Kodiak National Wildlife ofland and the landowner's 
Refuge. !t has long been cov
eted by environmental groups 

. and the Interior Department. 
· In May, the Trustee Coun

cil paid $60.5 million for it, 
or $398 an acre .. · 

Their appraisers told them 
the land was worth $26.3 
million at ~ost, or roughly 
$175 an acre. Appraisers for 
the Native corporation land
owners valued the land at 
$107 million, about $700 an 
acre. 

"We shot high; they shot 
low. And we came in where 
we wanted," said Emil 
Christiansen, presidentofOld 
Harbor Native Corp. 

The Trustee Council says it 
simply got the best deal it 
could. Several government 
appraisers disagree. 

"Word has spread, and this 
is recognized in the appraisal 
profession as another govern
ment boondoggle," 
Rasmussen said. 

The appraisals also show 
that the Trustee Council is 
now negotiating with other 
Native corporations on a half
dozen other multimillion-dol
lar deals and bumping up 
against the same problem: 

·appraiser comes back with a 
figure thtee to six times 
higher . 
· Attheceriterofthedispute · 

is the question of how to 

evaluate reinote, undevel
oped land in places like 
Alaska; where the scenety and 
wildlifC'may be spectacular, 

. but ·traditional·.business or 
residential opportunities 
n~arly nil. 

The government apprais
ers used ·standard methods of 
looking at what type of de
velopm~nt-such as logging, 
subdividing or mining
would fetch the most money. 
They call it "highest best use." 
At the same time, they com
pare the land to similar par
cels that have recently sold 
on the open market. 

The landowners' apprais
ers used a new technique 
which has yet to receive gen
eral acceptance, called "pub
lic-interest value." This 
method ofappraisal attempts 
to add the worth of sweeping 
views and wildlife habitat to 
traditional econom:ic valua
tions. The Native· corpora
tions also used other govern-

. . ~ . . . - . . . "\. 
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The Alaska State Department of Labor presents a free • 

Workplace Safety Seminar 
on Monday, November 6, 1995 
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EVOS Trustee Land Purchase Price 
Was Several Times Appraised Value 

Continued· from Page 6 

mentland purchases as a way 
to boost the value of their 
lands. 

It is "a very small minority 
that is very vocal that is push
ing this public-interest con
cept," J.D. Eaton, assistant 

·chief appraiser for the U.S. 
Department of Justice, said 
in a phone interview from 
Washington, D.C. 

"What's at stake is mil
lions of dollars," said 
Jonathan Avery, a Boston
area appraiser with the Ap
praisal Institute, a trade' as
sociation. ''This could be 
precedent-setting. There is 
really no one paying these 
kind of numbers for land 
except the government. lr 
rais,es rhe question of are they 

Pastor To 
Be Installed 

VALDEZ-The entire 
community is cordially in
vited to attend the insralla
riofi service of our new pas
to~,. Dr. Glen Little on Sun
day, Ocr.29 at 4 p.m. at the 
First Baptist Church ar 
Hazelet and K!utina. 

"Harvest Fellowship" ro 
follow immediately after rhe 
service in the Fellowship Hall. 

Everyone is invited to ar
tend. 

lady Bucs 

getting taken to rhe clean-
" ers. 

Jim Ayers, who was the 
executive director of the 
Trustee Council at the time, 
said that although he agrees 
that public-interest value 
techniques shouldn'tbe used 
in appraisals, he neverthe
less thought the land was 
worth more than rhe gov
ernment figures. 

"I came ro the conclusion 
that $350 to S400 (an acre) 

was the general rarl.ge and I 
came to that based on dis
cussions and reading the 
appraisal," said Ayers, who 
is nowchiefofstafffor Gov. 
Tony Knowles. 

"I came to the conclusion 
rhar we could pur several 
hundred thousands of acres 
of that land into protection 
and it was not unreasonable 
to pay that amount for the 
land." 

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY 

Wood burning Forced air furnace
Hot water pre-heater, Earth stove 
brand, almost new condition. Works 
as primary or back-up with oil fired 
fuutace. $1,500.00 080 Call 835-
5289. (Exp 1111) 

Bob's Jewelry, Now open for busi
ness, 12 noon to 5:00p.m., Monday 
through Friday at needful things. CaH 
835-2994or for appointmentcall835-
3629 during business hours. 

Announcement 
Senior Center Potluck and Hallow
een Party!! This Saturday October 
28th starts at 6:00 p.m .. Prizes, fun, 
food,and friends!! Sec you there. 

Room for Rent, $400.00/mo., in town, 
No smokers, Off road parking. Call 
835-2990. (Exp 1111) 

Painting Classes-Instruction in Oils 
by Jerri, Starts Nov. 6th, Call 835-
4687. (Exp 1111) 

STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND 

PUBLIC FACILITIES 
NORTHERN REGION DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
Scaled bids in sin~lc copy for furnishing all b. bar, ma(erials, cquip
rnc..:nl and pcrformJng:d[ work on Project no. STP/0850(20)/GGS.'JG, 
' ' ' . ' " ' .. 

r-----
:SCH 
I 
: Thursday. c 
I GRILLED Cl 

1 Lettuce & T< 
1 Curly Fries 
1 Apple 
1 Gingerbreac 
I Milk 

: Friday. Oct .. 
I TOASTED C 

1 Cream of To 
1 Crackers 

I 
I 
I 

Orange Wed 
Iced BrowniE 
Milk 

: Monday. Oct 
I NACHOS. 
i Green Salad 
1 Orange Wed! 
i Fudgesickle 
1 Milk 

I Tuesday. Oc1 
:SLOPPY JOE 
I Tater Tots 
I Veggie Stick~ 
1 Orange Fruit£ 
1 Milk 

I Wednesday. I 
I BURGER ON 
: Lettuce & Pic 

French Fries 
: Carrot Sticks 
1 Fruit Cocktail 
1 Milk 

I 
I 

L------
VALDEZ 

I F\AYSTIIF. \.0~ 
Sunday School I 0: . 
Paswr Dan Bower 
321 Et>:.Jn in dH: l\~ 
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Trustee Council Responds to AP Story 

Editor: 

Your paper recently published ~u1 Associate<! Press srory 
regarding the appraisal process of rhe Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council. This anicle contained facmal errors and 
displayed a lack of understanding of rhe Trustee Council's 
ffiJSSIOn. 

The Council has the responsibiliry·to restore and protect 
rhe resources and services injured by rhe 1989 oil sp.ill. 
Scientists and rhe public have identified purchasing land 
and/or conservation easements as a key method for aiding 
these injured fish and wildlife populations and rhe users that 
depend upon them. This was affirmed through a rigorous 
Environmental Impact Statement and review process. 

The Council uses fair market value appraisals that conform 
to government standards as part of irs process to identify fair 
value. But appraisals provide merely an opinion of strict 
economic value (i.e., timber, minerals, recreational develop~ 
ment) and do not consider restoration or biological value. To 
help determine those values, the Council conducted a multi
year evaluation in the spill area and identified those lands that 
would contriburC w the recovery Of injured resources and 
services if protected. 

As allowed by scare and federal laws and guidelines, rhe 
Council uses economic appraisals as a tool m decide what is 
a fair, reasonable price for protecting large remote parcels. 
Appraisers have frequent differences of professional opinion 
on marker conditions, development cases, and speculative 
economic opportunities. Appraisals are estimates of value 
based on many assumptions and subject to professional 
judgements and opinions. 

To dare, rhe Council has completed five major habitat 
protection transactions, each with enormous public support. 
These include a contribution (together wirh the Alaska 
Legislature) ro purchase inholdings in Kachemak Bay State 
Park; rhe Seal Bay acquisition on Afognak Island which is 
now Afognak Island State Park; purchase of commercial 
rimber righcs along Orca Narrows ne.ar Cordova (Eyak Sub~ 
parcel); and cwo purchases efland and protection easements 
on Kodiak Island from Old Harbor ancJ;.Akhiok-Kagu.r.ak, 
Inc. 

) 
The Eyak .S1,1b-parccl was purchased for the governmcnrT 

appraised value. The Seal Bay acquisicion was.negociated by 
rhe Council subject ro completion of rhe appraisal, and in 
fact rne final price of $38.7 million was ar less rhan rhe 
government's appraised value of $52 million. The 
government's appraisal for Kachemak Bay State Park was 
about $20 million; rhe landowner's was $34 million. After 
arbitration, a final deal was srruckar $22 million for all rights. 

The Council has so far chosen co substantially exceed 
government appraised values only in rhe two Kodiak trans
actions. In both cases, afrer great deliberation, rhe Council 
decided rhar rhe restoration and habitat values justified a 
Hcgulia.lc::J price in excess of the government appraisals' 
estimates of economic value. 

These lands provide some of rhe highest value fisheries 
habitat in rhe world, worth hundreds of millions of dollars ro 
commercial and subsistence fishermen. Until the Trustee 
Council prorecrec!. rh~s~ lands, they were potentially vulner
able ro development char could have seriously harmed im
portant fish and wildlife resources. 

The Council acted an·rhC.Kcidiak ac<JuisitiOfis in open 
session, in an extensively noticed public meeting, and in 
response to overWhelming public support. The transactions 
were reviewed and approved by more attorneys than anyo:9-~, 
cares to count, including those of the U.S. Deparrment j 
Justice, the Department of the Imerior, and the State Acct.. 
ney General's office. 

The Trustee Council will continue ro use economic ap~ 
praisals as pare of the process co determine a fair price for 
habitat protection. But the Council must also consider, as 
required by irs restoration charter and as supported by 
overwhelming public opinion, the best interests of the bio~ 
logical resources injured by rhe spill and rhe humans who 
depend upon them. The T rusrees have a strong record of 
prudent actions, well supported by rhe public. 

Sincerely, 
Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
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Feds say trustees paid too much for Kodiak land 
ANCHORAGE (AP) . -

Governmenl officials cluuged 
with spending S900 million in 
settlerncnl money from the 
Exxon Valdez oil spit) paid 
millions of dollars more for 
152,000 acres or Kodiak Island 
land I han their own apprais.ers 

said it was worth. 
The E:~;xon Valdez Trusle~ 

Council defends lhe pri<:e. saying 
the rnnd is prime habi{a( for a 
number of species injured by the 
1989 oil >pill. And the om<ia!s 
say thill the randawner.s - Old 
1-t:ubor Nativ¢ Corp. and Akhiot(~ 

Oscar Dyson honored 
The N<Hional Fisheries Iruri

hJie (NFI) onncunc::ed yesrerday 
it has named Kodiak fishennan 
Oscar Dyso!J "Person of tin: 
Year," 

Dyson shares the aw:ml with 
seven other fishermen ~nd 
women fi-cm around lhe U.S. 

NFI is a trade ass4Jciation 
representing approximately 
J ,000 comp;:mtes involved in a.JI 
aspocts or "'hing and seafood. 

The NFI selection committee 
cited Dyson's 5Q..yc.arc;m:cr in 
!he fishing and seafood indus
tries. 

Dy.son is owner of lhe FfV 
Peggy Jo ;md was a foUJidcr of 
All Alaskan Seafoods • 

He has fished lllo w:~ter> or 
the Bering &a Wld the North 
P;.cirrc for crab, salmon. halibuL. 
shrimp, herring, pollock and 
cod 

In tile political areno, Dyson 
has sen·erl as chainn;ln or lhc 
Alaska Board of Fish and 
Game and wns a Slate Depart· 
menl dc[egate to talks whh the 

-- . -. - - - . --

Japanese and Russians :;lbout 
king crab :stocks. 

Dyson ;:dso served lhn.:e ~enns 
on Lhe Nonh Pacific Fishery 
Management Council MG was 
lirs:t chairm:m of Lhe council' :s 
Observer Commi ttec. That com
mittee- initiated the rese::ut:h pro
gram still used todoy to collect 
biologic 11nd byciltch mtcnna-
tion. 

"This yeor the NFI is rifly 
years old and I'm t."Cicbr.~.dng 
fitiy years in the fishing indus-
11)1," said Dyson. 

"11 w<JS QJl honor lo be recog
niud by the I'IFl," 

K.3.guyak fnc.- wouldn't sell for 
I= 

But go,·cmmenl 3ppn.isers say 
the inn.ated value .sets 3 dan8ef· 
ous preccdenl for future govern
men! purch.l.scs. since the rrustees 
paid twice whal the appmi..~rs said 
il was worth. The appnUsers: also 
suy the govcmrnen{ gol'very riluc 
for lhe E.Y.,'(on money. 

"There's jusl no way they 
could have houghl this wi!h rax.
payers.' mont:y. II jusl wouldn"l 
ny," said Carl Rasmussen. a SC· 

niCJr rooeral appr.~iser frum Coto
r.tdo who reviewed rile deal for 
the government. 

1bt: land is prime brown bGU' 
habitat .:l.Jld siiS wilhin the Kcxlf~ 
National Wildlife Refuge. It 'n'i 
rong hi..."Cn covelcd by t:n•·irunmcn· 
Ia] groups ornJ tile In<crior Depart· 
rncnl 

In May, the Trustee Council 
paid S60.!i million for it. or SJ98 
nil .acre. 

Their opprniscr.>: to!tl them the 
land was worth $26.3 million al 
mo:sl. or mughly S 175 Ll.f1 acre. 
Appraisen; for rhe Notivc corpo
r<llion landowners valued the rt~nd 
!11 $107 m"rllion, about S7<XJ .ilii 

:Jere. 
.. We shol high; they shot !ow. 

And we came in where we 
wanted.'' !laid EmiJ Chrislianscn, 
presideno of Old Hari>or No.tivc 
Corp.· 

'The TnJ:stce CotJndl s.1ys h 
simply got the best ~I il <"OOid. 
Several government appraisers 
disagree. 

"Word has spread, and this is 
recogniz.ed in the appraisal pro
fession ~ another government 
boondoggle,'' Rasmussen stUd. 
Th~ appmisars olso show that 

the Trustee Council is now m:go
linling with other Native corpora. 
Lions on a haJf-dozen eUler mu[li· 
million-do!lilJ' deals illld OOmping 
up against the same probtem: gO\'~ 
o:mment app:r.ilie~ come- up wllh 
One value rot a parcel of lantl D.J1d 
the landown~:r' s :lp!J.r.J,jser comes 
back wilh a figure lhn::e to six 
tima higher. 

At !he center of the dispute is 
the quc.stion of how lo ~valuate 
remelt:, undcYelop-ed rand in 
places like Alask!l, where lht: 
Sl.-cncrt and w'aldlift: may~ spec· 
L:J.cular, bul Jr.J.dhionaJ bwincss or 

··residential opporlunities neorfy 
nil. 

The government apprniscr:s used 
slandard methods of lrnlkiflg al 
what type of tlevelopmcnf - such 
as logging, subdividing or mining 
- would fetch lhe I'JtOSI money, 
They c.a.JI it "highe.sl best usc." 
AI the same frrne, they compatc 
1he tanc.J 10 simil:ll' piln.:el'> l.h.a1 · 
haVe re-cently sold on the open 
market 

The- ·lanr.JnwncD· apprai.scrs 
used a rccw ltehniquc whi-~,;h hu.'i 
yet hl receive gcncrill ;,u.:ccp
tance, l.'aUc:d .. puhlic-intcn:: ... , 
value.'" 
Thi~ mclhod ur arrr.:~isal i)[· 

tempts lo :uJU rhc wor1h of 
sweeping Yicws: and wi!c.Jiifc 
habitat lo lr:l(Ji\iuno.l cc:onnmic 

valualions. The Na1iYe corpora
lion~ also used other govern
men\ tt:~nd purchases as a way 
to boost the value of their lands, 

Jt is "a \'ery smaH minority tha1 
ls vr;ry voc11l that is pushing th'1s 
public-interest concept," J.D. 
E::llon, assis1an1 chief apprai.scr 
for !he U.S. Dcp:mment of Jus
tfce, said in :l phone inlervfcw 
rrom Washinglon. D.C. 

"\Vh~l's a.\ stake is millions uf 
doll<lr'.i," :klid Jonathan Avery. 3 

Bostor~-ruca 3ppraiser with Jbc 
Apprni.~al lnslilutl!, a O<lde as.so
ciatiDil. '"This could be pn:cedcnl· 
selting. There is really no one pay
ing these kind of numbers for [<Jnd 
e1.t:cpr the go...,ernmcnL ll rn.iscs 
the quC"stion of arc they gelling 
rnken w ttJe clcane~:· 

Jim Aye~. who was the execu
tiv~ c.li~tt!Or of the Trust~"C Coun· 
C"il m. tile lime, .s.aCd th;;~l allhough 
he agTt(S lhat pubtit:-imcrcst value 
let:bniques .shouldn'l he used in 
:1ppmisals. he nc\'erthdess 1hough1 
the rand wos wonh mor.:: !han the 
govcmme n 1 ligures. 

"J came 1o lhe conclusion lhtll 
$J50 to ~ (on '"'"') wos lhe 
general range and l came lo 11lt11 
based fill tliscus..,.ions :md re~ing 
!he .appr.Ji.~a.l." s.nit.J Aye~ who 
is nnwc~icJ'ul':-.t.an·r.lrGuv. Tnny 
Knnwtcs. 

"I,•:Jmc 111 the C'nflc:lu:,.[on that· 
we could put l\.CVCriJl hundred 
thnll~o.nd~ .,f;:n:n::s 11f 1ha1land inHl 
Jl(IJ,jc..~li.:•n untl it W'.J." nn4 Unl\:"'.t

sunah[c bl pa)' (hl.ll amounl !'or the 
land." 



Lets worK this out .J 
rbw al:xJUt If we oraer 
haW pepr.eroni and half 
ex1rCJ cheese ?... 

~ Kodiak land agreements 

t
fair to all concerned 

settlement. There are other lands 
throughout the oil spilt region wor
thy of conservation and the publtc 
is correct that protection of fish 
and wildlife habitat through land 
acquisition provides the most 
meaningful legacy from the worst 
environmental accident in U.S. 
history. 

-

The recent Associated Press ar
ticle which discussed the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council's 
habitat conservation projects with 
our two Kodirtk NativP. ('Orpora· 
tions lacked accuracy and bal
ance. 

When all aspects of the Kodiak 
land agreements are properly 
weighed, they are fair to the gov
ernment and our shareholders. 
Thev protect one of the world's 
rich.esl wild salmon fisheries and 
provide world class outdoor recre
ation opportunities to present and 
future generations. The settlement 
trusts created by our corporations 
will keep EVOS settlement money 
working in Alaska forever. The 
habitat conservation package ful
fills the Trustee Council's restora
tion intentions by protecting the 
fish and wildlife species and other 
resources injured by the oil spill. 

We hope all three of the habitat 
agreements we've participated in 
-Seal. Bay, Akhiok-Kagu:;.akl and 
Old Harbor - will be ·replicated 
for future use of the Exxon Valdez 

Success inevitably (lttrncts crit
ics in public affairs and the AP st<>
ry read like a one-sided diatribe by 
the most ardent critics of habitat 
conservation in the Exxon Valdez 
process. The federal really person
nel's views showcased by the arlt
cle's reliance on really specialist 
Carl Rasmussen provides a 
glimpse of what advocates of land 
acquisition have been up agamst tn 

the oil spill restoration arena. 
The article fails to provide a 

fair and balanced evaluation of the 
legitimate professional issues re
garding the proper method of val
uing wildlife habitat lands. Rather, 
the article is founded on the vtews 
of Mr. Rasmussen, which have 
been rejected in both the Reagan 
and Clinton Administrations. 
Thankfully; on-· all· major points, 
the state and federal oil spill trus
tees also overruled the judgment 

of Mr. Rasmussen, who with his al· 
lies, have done their best to sabo· 
tage habitat acquisition. 

The Trustee Council wisely rec
ognized that negotiations with land 
owners are essential to the success 
of habitat protection and handcuff. 
ing the process to the narrow vtC'I' 
of land value advocated by some 
would be a serious mistake. The 
Trustees' acquisition of the Kodiak 
lands have been widely supported 
as accomplishments of remark
able benefit to the public by di
verse groups such as the NRA, Sa
fari Club Boone & Crockett, Con
servation' Fund, and Congressional 
Sportman's Caucus to name a few. 

We are proud to have partici
pated in these fine results from the 
Exxon Valdez process and. we urge 
a more balanced view of the public 
benefit derived from these EVOS 
habitat conservation agreements. 

~co 
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By MARY LOL 
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\lama Moose 
education begar: 
fles . 

. -\ buckskinnet 
load and fire: "' 
measure from Y< 
:\Ieasure from Y 
and pour the pow 

""Rub moose 
put a round ball 
with a short star 
home with your r. 

He continued, 
pull the hamm
charge the pan, 
coc~:. aim and ym 
Con'e straight t. 
d(·n·t go offhrtlf-c( 

E1·en though 
ne·.•; words frorr. 
man terminology. 
tur·:: m\'se!f as a g 

Ec;:. I have ], 
bl.:-1c-k powder r 
;hw.•: hatchets (h; 
pn;.;::e term) ... -.. ·.) 
;!rt- ,,;ithout . 
_::;un·:,·e in a sm(nn. 

·.':;~._-·! Because l 
F:--:istrated by t 

s.:·:':•::· the fresh scf 
r.or:hr~rn Nevada • 
li!!a~ing sparkle 
star>. the teeth-ch 
sur~rlse. the sound· 

Of course, I m: 
lels and showers, i 
them immensely 
home. 

So why would a 
antique gun when 
fectly good AK-47s • 

1\'hv would anyo 
Guns ~re acceptabl 
thev're as unpopu!. 
among California's 
ly conscious populat 

And why woulc 
Eng I ish teacher sle· 

Ralph Eluska of scorpions and oth 
President, Akhiok-Kaguyak, savorv critters wher 
I fectlv.luxurious Hilt nc. . 
Emil Christiansen, Sr. It's history, not I 

I 

President, Old Harbor Native Manifest-Destiny k! 
· · Corpjiration · • · but living history. · 

r-._ ... .,,_, ----- ) 



way!· 
"WhatTlike·iaboutit is it 

sort of captUres. the ·reeling for 
people that wereift ~theie, !f he. 
said. "You can S':lell a drum of 
oil.~' 

"I don't think.peoplerealize 
what else. come·s with our 
dependence on 
Wendy Lau•>•ucu, 
Ala!>ka wu''"'" uuu••'" 

-



~eaLlle (.;enter lOOKS to cny Tor oonas 10 ouua cenu::r all e:u u••'-'t: 
By Eric Fry 

LOG Staf 

The Alaska SeaLife Center pla.ns to ask 
the city to sell $12 million in bonds so that the 
entire ma:inc research and visitor facility can 
be built in one stage. 

The bonds would be "non-recourse," 
meaning they would not be backed by the 
city's credit, city officials said. "It will not 

impact the taxpayer under any circumstance," 
City Manager Ron Garzini told the City 
Council in a workshop Sept. 25. 

Pr.oject backers expect that a bank, per
haps in combination with the state develop
ment authority, would buy the ·Jonds. The 
bonds would be paid off with de nations the 
center hopes to raise over the ne>:t few years 
or with the facility's revenues from visito~s. 

The advantage to the center s that city-

issued bonds arc tax-exempt. Bondholders 
would not have to pay taxes on the interest 
they earn. That makes it desirable for a bank 
to buy the bonds, and it makes it likely that 
the bank would offer low interest rates. 

The center's alternative to borrowing 
money would be to build the project in phas
es as it raises funds; which is more expensive 
than constructing it in one project. 

"There's a fairly considerable efficiency 

loss that relates to cost if you have to phase a 
complex project like this," Darryl 
Schaefermeyer told the council. He's director 
of the Seward Association for the 
Advancement of Marine Science, which will 
operate the city-owned center. 

"1 see this as a real advantage to the city, to 
assist the SeaLife Center in putting this in 

· See Bonds, page 14 
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Bonds ••• 

From page 1 

o1c package," said Don Grimes, a 
Houston, Texas-based financial 
c:msuhant to the city. Having one 
c0ntractor for the whole building 
'"ould "eliminate a lot of the uncer
t:linties." 

Moreover, the entire facility 
needs to be up and running from the 
l:eginning, Scht~efermeyer said, to 
genemte operating income. 

That's because the project can 
spend its $25 million from the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill settlement 
only on the research portion of the 
center. The borrowed money would 
go toward the visitor portion, and 
visitor admission fees and sales are 
expected to keep the center running. 

If the bonds were paid off in 20 
years, the interest could be nearly 
S9 million. But Grimes said the. 
.6oal Would be to pay them off in 
,ust three: years, starting in 2000, 
two years after the center is sched-

Flood ... 
Fro!7" 1ae 1 

~ 

u.Ied to open. In that case, the inter
est might be as little as $2.7 mil
lion. 

.The plan is for the center to drav. 
from the loan in stages to pay tht 
contractor. That way the center <.:<H' 
earn interest on the rest of the loan. 

Meanwhile, the center would be 
co\le~ting donations from corpora
tions, foundations and wealthy indi
viduals. By the time the center had 
to start paying off the loan, it would 
have perhaps $8 million to offer, 
and the debt would be canceled by · 
2002. 

That's the best-case scenario. 
It assumes a lot of donations an.d 

a lot of visitors- about 300,000 a 
year paying an average of $9 for 
admission and spending·an average 
of $5 in the gift shop. 

It also assumes that 40,0[0 
square feet of research space wou.d 
be rented out at $1.14 a month. kd 

· it assumes about $400,000 a year in 
membership fees from families and 
corporations. 

The center is projected to ne.::d 
about $4.5 million a year just tor 111 

in it. 
Officials have given them the 

run-around tlbout dredging, Lois 
Munson said. "It's real stress··ul 

it, not counting the debt and 
required reserves. 

What if the center can't pay back 
the loan? The building and its con
tents would be the security, Grimes 
said. 

But another entity already has 
first lien on the center. Seward has 
an agreement with thl! statt: 
Dr.:partml!tlt of Fish and Game that 
if the city can't operate the center 
profit<~bly, the state age:1cy could 
buy the f.:tcility for S I ~rHl kasc the 
land for $1 a year. 

"Fish and Game hos the first 
option to acquire the facility and 
operate it as a marine research cen
ter," said Kim Sundberg, the 
agency's poini man on the project, 
in an interview. <!We intend to 
maintain that position." 

He said there may be a way to 
work out a security arrangement in 
which the bank would have the first 
option to operate the visitor portion 
if it had to foreclose on the loan. 

The center's promoters have 
talked to five h<tnks in Anchorage 
illld to the /\l<lska Industrial 

Creek, said he nel!ds a solution 
bdor(; wintc.r, bl!causc the crcc.k 
frL;L!ZL;S fwm the bottom, which 
pushes \~'atcr over the banks. 

(_) 

Development and Export Authority, 
Grimes said. "The meetings With 
the banks and AIDEA have gone 
very well," he told the counciL 

"We may be involved in the 
financing," said John Delano, 
A IDEA's deruty director of credit, 
in an interview. "But we would 
require a bank to finance 20 per
cent, and we could look at taking 
the other 80 percent." 

If the city doesn't issue bonds, 
A IDEA could look at finnncing it 
from its own assets, he said, which 
ore about $400 million. 

The center's promoters want to 
offer the construction bid in 
December and pick a contractor in 
January. It can't do that until all its 
funding is in place. 

At the moment the center is 
caught in a Catch 22. Until there's a 
letter of credit for the loan, the state 
Legislative Budget and Audit 
Committee won't free-up $25 mil
lion in oil spill funds that would 
pass through the Department of 
Fish and Game to the city. 

But a bank isn't likely to loan 

taxes. And the borough assembly 
will consider a resolution to reduce 
property taxes on damaged proper
ty. 

.·.L , •• -I. •••. I _I. 

money until it knows the S25 mil
lion is assured. "We're inhibited in 
getting our bridge financing until 
we have the $25 million in hand,'. 
said Maureen Sims, spokeswom<ln 
for the project. 

"I'm a stickler to mokc :;ure it's 
done right," said Rep. Terry M;~rtin 
of Anchorage, the committee chair
man. "It looks like they're a little 
weak right now in securing the total 
firltlncing." 

The legislative committe::: is 
scheduled to consider the topic on 
Oct. 12. The City Council agGnda 
for its Oct. 9 meeting includes <J. 

resolution to approve the bonds. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND 
MANAGEMENT 

ALASKA 
No1icc for Puhlication 

AA-6664-C. AA-6664-D, AA..f>f>b!·r\2 
Alaska N<llivc Claims SekL1ion 

ln <~ccordanc.;: wilh Dcpanm~ntal r~:guiJ· 
tion 4:1 CFR 2(>5(t7(d), noltC.O: is 1\~·r~:hy ~1vc·n 
that a tkcisiun to 1ssu~ convcyan~c tlla\cr :h~ 
provisions of S<::c. 14(a) of th~: Native (l;,im~ 
Sr.:lllcm<:nl AL1 of l).;:..l:mber IS. 1 '171. 4J U.S.C. 
ltlll, l61J(a), will tx: issued I[) the En~,;li.,h &t,l' 
CurporJlion (or apprnxim~tdy 10.305.62 ;1cn:,. 
The l~nt.b involved are in the vicinity of lh~: 
Kenai Fjurr.ls, i\lnska. 

Scw;ml Mcridi.1n, Ah~b U.S. Survey 
Nu. 47711, 

T.S S., lt.J W., T. 5$., Rt. W., T. 7 S .. 
It 7 W., T.1S., R.H W. 

i\ nolicc of lhc dcci~ion w;l~ ruhlishctl in 
t!w I'F.IW.Ri\1. H,f:(~I~"TF.R M Sl·!'lFMJ\1:1< 

\_) 



v 

Exhibit gives 
visitors a feel 
of '89 on· spill 
Smells, sights, sounds re-created 

By CATHY BROWN 
The Juneau Empire 

JUNEAU - Capt. Joseph Hazelwood's 
voice echoes in the Alaska State Museum, 
taking visitors back six years to the year 
when oil coated hundreds of miles of 
Alaska shoreline, and sea 
birds and otters struggled 
and died under tarred 
wings and oiled fur. 

"It was like a war,"· 
recalled Greg Chaney, 
"only the enemy wasn't 
another army, it was the 
oil that was floating 
around Prince William 
Sound.'' 

Chaney worked on the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill, Hazelwood 
and he and his family were among about 
80 solemn-faced visitors to the exhibit 
"Darkened Waters: Profile of an Oil 
Spill," which opened Thursday night at 
the museum. 

Please see Page B-3, MUSEUM 
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fJUJSEU~w1: Juneau display re-creates 

smells, sights, sounds of 

Exxon Valdez spill 

j Continued from Page B-1 j 
The exhibit, which originated at the 

Homer Society of Natural History's Pratt 
Museum, brings to Juneau the sights, 
sounds and even the smell of the 1989 
spill, which dumped nearly 11 million 
gallons of oil into Prince William Sound. 

Visitors can lift a lid on an oil barrel 
for a whiff of crude; they can touch 
cleanup garb and an otter pelt; they can 
view photographs and documents and 
bumper stickers and political cartoons. 

On one side of the room, a push-button 
activates a recording of Exxon Valdez 
Capt. Hazelwood's gravelly voiced initial 
report that the tanker had "fetched up, 
hard aground" off Bligh Reef. On the 
other side of the room the voice of an 

Alaska Native subsistence user says 
mournfully, "Instead of gathering life, 
we're gathering death." 

Bcb LeResche, who was oil spill coordi
nate= for the state, was one of the visitors 
to the exhibit. He said he had been 
curious whether it would be a diatribe 
against the oil industry or a "warm, fuzzy 
assurance that everything's fine." 

It was neither, he said, and he was 
impressed. "It looks like it's designed to 
be educational, and it's legitimately edu
cational," he said. "It really doesn't seem 
to be excessively biased either way. 

"What I like about it is it sort of 
captures the feeling for people that 
weren't there," he said. "You can smell a 
drum . of oil." 

Rachel Baker, a former Illinois resident 

who moved to Juneau six months ago, 
said the exhibit was extremely helpful for 
her. "I knew it was bad; this really puts it 
in perspective," she said. 

"I don't think people realize what else 
comes with our dependence on oil," said 
Wendy Campbell, a seasonal Alaska 
worker from New York state who 
watched spill coverage from a distance six 
years ago. 

"It's amazing," said her friend Aaron 
Prussian. "This would be great if some
thing like this could travel." 

In fact, the exhibit has traveled. Mark 
Daughhetee, curator of exhibits at the 
musetim, said "Darkened Waters" has 
been shown in Florida, Virginia, Pennsyl
vania, California, Louisiana, Massachu
setts and Washington. After closing in 

Juneau Dec. 2, it will travel to Anchorage 
and Fairbanks. 

Some Juneau exhibit visitors, like 4-
year-old Connor Chaney, weren't even 
born when the spill happened. "What 
happens in an oil spill?" Connor asked his 
mother. 

His parents remembered clearly what 
happens. Greg Chaney, a geomorphologist 
who studied the prespill Prince William 
Sound coastline, was working at the state 
museum when the spill happened. He quit 
his job and immediately went to the 
Sound to work. 

"I picked up a lot of those animals 
when they were dead," Chaney said. 
"That stays with you. Especially when 
you've seen it beforehand." 



Exhibit takes visitors back to oil spill 
By CATHY BROWN 
THE JUNEAU EMP\RE 

Capt. Joe Hazelwood's voice echoed in the Alas
ka State Museum Thursday, bringing visitors more 
than six years back to the spring when oil coated 
hundreds of miles of Alaska shoreline, and sea 
birds and otters struggled and died under tarred 
wings and oiled fur. 

"It was like a war," recalled Greg Chaney, 
"only the enemy wasn 'I another army, it was the 
oil that was floating around Prince William 
Sound." 

Chaney worked on the Exxon Valdez oil spill; 
and he and his family were among about 80 solemn
faced visitors to the exhibit "Darkened Waters: 
Profile of an Oil Spill," which opened Thursday 
night at the museum. 
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1989 spill, which .dumped nearly 11 million gallons 
of oil in Prince William Sound. 

Visitors can lift a lid on an oil barrel for a whiff 
of crude; they can touch cleanup garb and an otter 
pelt; they can view photographs Rnd documents 
and bumper stickers and political cartoons. 

On one side of the room, a pushed button acti
vates a recording of Exxon Valdez Capt. Hazel
wood's initial, gravelly-voiced report that the tank
er had "fetched up, hard aground," off Bligh Reef. 
On the other side of the room the voice of an Alaska 
Native subsistence user mourns "instead of gather
ing life, we're gathering death." 

Bob LeResche, who was oil spill coordinator for 
the state, was one of the visitors to the exhibit. He 
said he had been curious whether it would be a "di
atribe" against the oil industry or a "warm, fuzzy 
assurance that everything's fine." 

It was neither, he said, and he was impressed. 
"It looks like it's designed to be educational, and 
it's legitimately educational. It really doesn't seem 
to be excessively biased either way. 

"What I like about it is it sort of captures the 
feeling for people that weren't there," he said. 

:"You can smell a drum of oil." 
Rachel Baker, a former Illinoisan who just 

moved to Juneau six months ago, said the exhibit 
was "extremely helpful" for her. "I knew it was 
bad; this really puts it in perspective.'' 

"I don't think people realize what else comes 
with our dependence on oil," said Wendy Campbell, 

____ ,, ___ _ 
It was like a war, only the enemy wasn't 
another army, it was the oil that was 
floating around Prince William Sound. 

Greg Chaney, 
recalling his work on the 

Exxon Valdez oil spill 
___ , ,..., AI ¥ 

The exhibit, which originated at lhe Homer Soci
ety of Natural History's Pratt Museum, brings to 
Juneau the sights, sounds and even the smell of the 

Please turn to Oil, Pag_e 8. 

a seasonal Alaska worker from New York state 
who watched spill coverage from a distance si~ 
years ago. 

11 It's amazing," her friend, Aaron Pruss ian said. 
"This would be great if something like this could 
travel." _ . 

In fact, the exhibit has traveled. Mark 
Daughhetee, c.urator of exhibits at the museum, 
said "Darkened Waters" has been shown in Flori
da, Virginia, Pennsylvania, California, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts and Washington. After closing in Ju
neau Dec. 2, it will travel to Anchorage and Fair-
banks. . 

Some Juneau exhibit visitors, like 4-year-{)ld 
Connor Chaney, weren't even born when the spill 
happened. "What happens in an oil spill?" Connor 
·asked his mother. 

His parents remembered clearly what happens. 
Greg Chaney, a geomorphologist, who studied the 
pre-spill Prince William Sound coastline, was actu
ally working at the state museum when the spill 
happened. He quit his job and immediately went to 
the sound to work. . 

"He was gone for months," his wife, Bonnie, re
calls. 

"I picked up a lot of those animals when they 
were dead," Chaney said. "That stays with you. 
Especially when you've seen it beforehand." 

A museum exhibit can't completely capture 
what happened in 1989, he said. "It's like a war. It 
can't be contained. Everyone has their own per
spective. n 

"It touches a lot of it, a lot of it" said former 
spill worker and Douglas resident Michael Dunlap.· 
"But it just touches it." 



How big is an oil spill?. 

. . 

Alaska State Museum curator Mark Daughhetee rrioves a plastic model representing. the size of the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill around the Eastern seaboard portion of a map of the United Staie~.: The display 
is inten<:led to give viewers the opportunity to see the size of the spill in relationship-to other land
marks they are familiar with in the country, such as their hometowns. The map. is part of an exhibit ti
tled "Darkened Waters: Profile of an Oil Spill," which opens at the mus.eum Thursday, with a recep
tion planned from 4:30p.m. to 8 p.m. The exhibit remains at the museum through· Dec. 2. 
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and trail maintenance around Seward. 
The swap has expanded to include 

all types of sporting goods- camp
ing gear, ice skates, roller blades and 
outdoor clothing. There also will be 
retail dealers on hand at the swap, and 
the school ski rental program will be 
held at the same location. 

In addition to accepting items for 
sale on consignment, the club also 
accepts donations of good used gear 
for sale at the swap or for the youth 
programs. For more infonnation call 
Madelyn Walker at 224-3848. 
Volunteers arc welcome. 

SLACto hold 
membership meeting 

The Seward Life Action Council 
will hold its annual membership 
meeting at 5:30p.m., Nov. 9, upstairs 
at the SLAC offices, 504 Adams 
Street. All interested community 
members are urged to attend. Tax 
deductible membership fees arc S 10 
for individuals or families and S25 
for businesses. 

The agenda for the evening \Vill 
begin with a welcome and opening 
remarks followed by introductions 
of SLAC staff. General membership 
duties will be addressed, and elec
tions will be held with nominations 
from the floor. Four members will 
be elected to serve on the ·nine
member board. Public comments 
will follow. Refreshments will be 
served and everyone is invited to 
attend. 

Wes-Gen 
Auxiliary news 

The next Wes-Gen Auxiliary 
meeting will beat 12:15 p.m., Nov. 8, 
in the conference room at Seward 
General Hospital. All interested per
sons are invited to join the group. 

Virginia Hawick, Seward Life 
Action Council violence counselor, 
will be the guest speaker. 

Th.is year's officers were elected m 
the September meeting. They are: 
Sanna LeVan, president and in charge 

of Wesley bingo; Judy Martin, vice
president and chairwoman of public
ity; Betty Benison, secretary; 
Lorraine McCauley, treasurer and 
Nell Watsjold, Wesley decorations 
chairwoman. 

Anyone can join the se!Vice club. 
The purpose of the organization is to 
give service to both Wesley 
Rehabilitation and Care Center and 
to Seward Ge.neral Hospital in what
ever capacity is needed. For more 
information, call Judy Martin at 224~ 
5604. 

Senior center 
lunch menu 

The lunch menu at the Senior 
Citizen's Center this week is: 

Friday- teriyaki chicken, rice 
pilaf and broccoli; Monday -
Salisbury steak, vegetables and fruit; 
Tuesday - spaghetti with meat 
sauce, toss~d salad and garliC bread; 
Wednesd<1y -·roast beef sandwich, 
navy bean soup and Jell-0; and 
'010rsday- baked ham, yams, green 
beans, bre2d and milk. 

Land trust 
to meet here 

Borb Seaman, director of the 
Kachcmak Heritage Land Trust of 
l-li..1mer, \;:d! speak at tht! Oct. 26 
meeting of the newly formed 
Resurrection Bay Region of 
Kachcmak Heritage Land Trust. l11e 
meeting will be at 7 p.m. at Resurrect 
Art Coffee House on Third Avenue 
and Church Street. 

The land trust agreed in May to 
expand its service area to include 
Seward and the Kenai River. 

A land trust protects specific 
scenic, wildlife, watershed, or recre
ation values of a property through. a 
legal agreement with the landowner. 
This contract, called a conservation 
easement, applies to the land in per
petuity; that is, the protection travels 
with the deed to future owners. The 
land trust provides stewardship for 
the property by monitoring the pro
visions of the easement. The land 
owner's wishes to provide a legacy 
and protect a parcel from unwanted 
development are assured by the land 
trust. 
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letters to the ediK_.i 
Salmon eggs 
and mud don't mix 

I feel a need to add to Brent 
Davis' much appreciated letter in 
the Oct. 5 issue of The Cordova 
Times. 

Why have these ads been 
appearing in our paper this sum
mer? Koricor and Chugach must 
feel the need to defend their 
clearcutting activities on Montague 
Island. 

I wonder why? Could it be that 
their claim of "ensuring fish pro
tection by properly maintaining 
roads to prevent erosion and sedi
mentation and by placing buffer 
strips along all fish streams" is all 
talk? 

Timber companies in the state 
of Alaska are required by law to 
leave 66-foot buffer zones along 
all anadromcius fish streams on pri
vate property. Koncor does not do 
that, ·out of the goodness of their 
heart. If they care so much about 
fish protection, why did they peti
tion the Department of Natural 
Resources for an exemption of the 
buffer zone on certain streams last 
year? 

The main reason salmon runs 
are diminished in Washington, 

Oregon and Idaho is the loss of 
fish habitat. With the loss of habi
tat a:-~d fish stocks, the U.S. Forest 
Service has realized that 300-500 
foot buffer zones are the bare min
imum to maintain healthy stock in 
anadromous streams in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

In response to the "We 
Alaskans" feature of Oct. 1, the 
article admits that the 34 mile tim
ber road on Montague needs to be 
comtantly rebuilt and graded 
because of heavy rains and con
stant use. Sixteen times a day, 50 
tons of spruce and hemlock are dri
ven over that road. Do they not 
realize one reason clearcutting and 
fish jon 't mix is because of runoff 
mud and sediment entering the 
salmon streams and clogging the 
spawning habitat? Salmon eggs 
and :nud don't mix! 

I wonder why Mike Williams, 
a paid Chugach Alaska Corp. con
sultant, is promoting the return of 
fish :raps in Alaska? It sounds like 
his agenda goes not support main
taining healthy fish stocks or com
mercial fishing. 

I support Jogging and a sustain
able yield. I do not support 
clearcutting on Montague Island. 

James Mykland 
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letters to the editor 
Salmon eggs 
and mud don't mix 

I feel a need to add to Brent 
Davis' much appreciated letter in 
the Oct. 5 issue of The Cordova 
Times. 

Why have these ads been 
appearing in our paper this sum
mer? Koncor and Chugach must 
feel the need to defend their 
clearcutting activities on Montague 
Island. 

I wonder why? Could it be that 
their claim of "ensuring fish pro
tection by properly maintaining 
roads to prevent erosion and sedi
mentation and by placing buffer 
strips along all fish streams" is all 
talk? 

Timber companies in the state 
of Alaska are required by law to 
leave 66-foot buffer zones along 
all anadromcius fish streams on pri
vate property. Koncor does not do 
that, ·out of the goodness of their 
heart. If they care so much about 
fish protection, why did they peti
tion the Department of Natural 
Resources for ari exemption of the 
buffer zone on certain streams last 
year? 

The main reason salmon runs 
are diminished in Washington, 

Oregon and Idaho is the loss of 
fish habitat. With the loss of habi
tat and fish stocks, the U.S. Forest 
Service has realized that 300-500 
foot buffer zones are the bare min
imum to maintain healthy stock in 
anadromous streams in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

In response to the "We 
·Alaskans" feature of Oct. 1, the 
artick admits that the 34 mile tim
ber road on Montague needs to be 
constantly rebuilt and graded 
because of heavy rains and con
stant use. Sixteen times a day, 50 
tons of spruce and hemlock are dri
ven over that road. Do they not 
realize one reason clearcutting and 
fish don't mix is because of run oil 
mud and sediment entering the 
salmon streams and clogging the 
spawning habitat? Salmon eggs 
and mud don't mix I 

I wonder why Mike Williams, 
a paid Chugach Alaska Corp. con
sul tan t;"is--prom oting-th_e_ feturn of 
fish t~aps in Alaska? It sounds like 
his agenda goes not support main
taining healthy fish stocks or com
mercial fishing. 

I support logging and a sustain
able yield. I do not support 
clearcutting on Montague Island. 

James Myklancl 
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Local firm gets contract 
to audit oil spill council 
By MARK SABBATINI 
nc·~jliN~U~~-.:l~. ,:-·:· '_ .. c, 

.;;A ;J:yp~a~.a.s~oun(\n!jfirn:> ha.s 
been ·selected to audit expendi
tures from the $900 million 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council during the . next seven 
years, officials said today. 

The estimated $70 million in 
allocations made annually by the 
council will be reviewed by the 
eight-accountant firm of Elgee, 
Rehfeld & Funk,_ said George 
Elgee, a partner in the firm. He 
said the job is one of the largest 
ever handled by the company, 
which also audits the citycbor
ough's budget, estimated at $130 
million this year. 

Recommendations from city 
and school district officials 
helped the firm beat out about 10 
other national and state firms, 
Elgee said. 

"The people we had worked 
with said we were so much bet
ter than the big firms," he said. 

The audits are to ensure 

transaction records are accurate 
and expenditures are legal, not 
to critique· the council's policy 
dedsiofls~ · 

Elgee said the work will be 
more challenging than many 
typical audits because the feder
al government, which uses dif
ferent accounting methods 
among its agencies, is involved. 
The state uses the same method 
for all of its agencies. 

"Once this first year is behind 
us, probably in the future it 
won't be as difficult," he said. 

The audit needs to be com
pleted by March, Elgee added. 

"We're already starting the 
preliminaries," he said. "Proba
bly we'll have a draft to the 
council in February." 

The firm will be paid about 
$48,600 a year for the audits; 
Elgee said. He said it was the 
second-lowest bid submitted, but 
the council's ranking system1 
gave a slight preference to local! 
fir_rn_ll~- __ --·- ___ ·--·--J 
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LOG Staff 

Local businesswoman Margaret 
Branson has been named interim 
director of the Seward Chamber of 
Commerce. She agreed to stay up 
to March 31 or until a permanent 
director has been hired, said cham
ber president Mark Anderson. 

Branson said her main task "is 
to get everything pulled together 
and in readiness for the new direc
tor." 

The chamber is planning its 
budget for next year. "We need to 
have all our ducks in a line for the 
Fourth of July and the Silver 
Salmon Derby, which are our main 
events." 

Branson, who holds an anthro
pology degree from the University 
of Denver, ha·s owned Resurrection 
Bay Gallery since 1993. 

She has had a varied career, 
including serving on the city plan
ning commission from 1984 to 
1989, in the state Legislature from 
1979 to 1981 and on the borough 
Assembly from 1977 to 1978. 

Branson published Seward 
Magazine in the late 1980s, adjudi
cated unemployment ihsurance 
claims for the state Labor 
Department in the mid-'80s, and 
was chairwOman of a capital site . 
planning commission.early in the 
same decade. Branson was also a 
longtime columnist for The Seward 
Phoenix LOG. 

Get ready to vote 
Voters aren't off the hook yet. 

There's still one three-year Seat to 
be filled on the district school 
board. A runoff for Seat G between 
Joyce Fischer of Kasilof and 
Catherine DeLacee of Soldotna is 
scheduled for Oct. 24. 

That's because nOn~ of the six 
candidates got at least 40 percent of 
the vote. The borough-wide final 
results showed Fischer with 1,918 

News briefs 
Soldotna by 17 votes out of 5,520 
that were cast borough-wide. 
Germano wail in Seward, Homer 
and Fritz Creek. Tauriainen didn't 
ask for a recount, the borough 
clerk's office said. 

Council likes 
Garzini's work 

T)le City Council gave .City 
ManagerRon Garzini a good eval
uation recently, saying he is knowl
edgeable and experienced. 

Each council member ranked 
Garzini on a scale of one to five in 
28 ·categories, and some members 
offered brief written comments. 
Although the evaluation took place 
in a private session, the results are 
public infonnation. 

Overall, Councilman Jerry King 
gave Garzini.the highest rating, at 
4.5; followed by Darrell Deeter, 
4.4; Pat O'Brien, 4.3; Mayor Dave 
Crane, 4 .. 2; Hugh Darling, 4.1; 
Bruce Sieminski, 4.0; and Margaret 
Anderson, 3.0. 

Garzini scored highest for tak
ing the initiative to establish new 
programs and being effective in 
planning. His scores in all of the 
categories were between 3.9 and 
4.6. 

Deeter said in his comments that 
he loves the new strategic plan 
unveiled earlier this year. "I am 
impressed with Ron's ability to get 
people with diverging views to 
agree to a common good/goaL I am 
also pleased with his ability to 
communicate without being con
descended. A very definite 
improvement over the last manag-
er." 

Garzini's overall score was 4.1. 
Last March, the coUncil gave then 
City Manager Tyler Jones a score 
of3.66. 

votes, or 36.42 percent. DeLacee .. . • 
trailed with 1,382 votes, or 26.24 \ Committee agrees 
percent. ! to release funds 

Concerned citizens can vote in ,, to Sea Life Center 
Seward at c1ty hall, m Moose Pass . · .. 
at the community hall, and in Bear The state Legislative Budget an 
Creek at the fire hall. All are open Audit Committee agreed last wee 
from 7 a.m._ 8 p.m. to relea~e $~5 million in Exxon 

Meanwhile Deborah Germano Valdez oil spill funds to the Alaska 
of Homer was' declared winner 0 SeaLife Center, as soon as the cen-
Seat F in a squeaker. She bea ter gets all its financing in pl.ace and 
incumbent Mike Tauriaincn 0 a sttHr. development authonty says 

the whole center is financially 
viable. 

The committee has power over 
the funds, which were granted by 
the joint federal and state Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, 
because they pass through the state 
Department and Fish and Game to 
the city of Seward. 

The funds will help build the 
SeaLife Center, which the city 
owns. The center's developers, the 
Seward Association for the 
Advancement of Marine Science, 
still need $12 million in private 
funds to build the whole research 
and visitor center at one time. 
SAAMS hopes to borrow the mon
ey and pay it back from donations 
solicited over the next few years, 
and, if need be, from the center's 
revenues. 

The committee's action tells 
banks and the Alaska Industrial 
Development and Export Authority 
that the $25 million is available if 
bridge financirig is in place, said 
project executive Leif Selkregg. 

The project expects to see pro
posals from banks by the end of 
next week, he said. AIDEA is due to 
complete its financial review in 
about a month. If all goes well, the 
project could go out for bids for the 
main cOnstruction work by mid
December, Selkregg said. 

"If we can be encouraged that 
the financial package will not be a 
burden on the state, that's what we 
need to hear," said committee 
chairman Rep. Terry Martin of 
Anchorage at last Thursday's tele
conference meeting. 

"I think without a doubt that 
money is going to be available," 
former Gov. Walter Hickel told the 
committee. "I find a lot of enthusi
asm out there. We're still just get

_ting started. We're only talking 
about 25 percent financing- it's 
doable." 

Group recommends 
historic gateway 

Seward should create a historic 
gateway transportation district near 
the downtown waterfront, a citizen 
group has recommended to the City 
Council. 

It would include the Alaska 
SeaLife Center, the old steamship 
and ferry dock, the former railroad 

See Briefs, page 19 
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San Francisco seals digest toxins 
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SAN FRANCISCO - San Francisco Bay's harbor seals 
are eating a toxic seafood diet, which may have an 
adverse effect on their reproductive and immu::J.e systems 
ana could presage a massive die-off of the species, a new 
study warns. The ·study by Moss Landing Marine 
Laboratories biologists, released Tuesday, disclosed .that 
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Anchorage Daily News 
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Thursday, October 19, 1995 

the seals' blood contains extraordinarily high leve.ls of 
PCBs as well as selenium and mercury. Its findings raisE 
a concern that the Bay's seal population may be 
susceptib:e to a distemper epidemic similar to one that 
killed 20,)00 seals in the North Sea in 1988, said Dianne 
Kopec, a :o-author of the study. 

Daily News wire servi< 
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Land Added To Refuge System 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Receives Land Gift: 

Close on the heels of the first.National Wildlife Refuge 

Heek, Alaska'wildlife received another gift when a private 

organization made a donation of land -- the first ever for a 

national wildlife refuge in Alaska -- for. the bears and s2lmon of 

the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. 

Today the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service accepted the 318-

acre piece of land which lies at the head of Uyak ·Bay on the l<est 

side of Kodiak i~land, from the Richard King Mellon Foundation and 

The Conservation Fund. Su~rounded by the Kodiak National Wildlife 

Refuge, the property includes one half mile of ocean shoreline. a 

salmon stream and important bear.habitat. 

''The donation of this property within ~he Kodiak National 

Wildlife kefuge is a very generous act that will help protect 

important f.ish and· wildlife habitat for future generations," said 

David Allen, the Fish and Wildlife SerVice's Regional Director for 

Alaska. 

The Kodiak Refuge's 1.8 million acres provide homes to brown 

bear, bald eagles, tundra swans. five species of salmon, river 

otters, fox, Sitka black-tailed deer. waterfowl and nesting birds. 

Originally created to protect bears and their habitats. the Kodiak 

Refuge encompasses almost 2 million acres and provides homes for 

more than 2,500 bears. 

The Richard King Mellon Foundation has acquired habitat and 

historic areas in more than 30 states for presentations as gifts 

to st·ate and federal conservation agencies. ..) 
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Unprecedented land gift adds 
bear habitat to Kociak refuge 
By STNE R.NEHART 
Daily Ill" IS repor:er 

In <U:.at r.as been called ;;l,e r:rst 
deal •= its kind in ,o.:::;.;lr...a. a 
privao. foundttion bough1"' <;llmk 
of pr.ne brown be3.r terri-:::.:' :mel 
gave • to tl:.e Kodiak 1 l:iooal. 
Wildlilt Re:U&e. 

Th<;land, 3:B acres at t-.2 hEad 
of Uya Bay, includes a 31:-nil.e 
of sh~line. a saln.oo st=-::. ""'d 
eagle JeSts, aoc:ording to -;:, 'C'.S. 
Fish u:l. ;vudlife Servi:E. :::he 
pa._-ce,: .:; surrounded by ;;l,e · •. 8· 
millk•...cre refuge and i; COl1.;id· 
ered i..t:'.portant habitat br be1rs 
and <iler wllC.lifc, agenc~ok-=s· 
man 3:uce Batten said. 

ThE agen:y did not 1: .-e thE 
mane;- :o buy it. Eut The ::-lro'!r· 
vation::O'\mc, a pri;rate gx.-.p a-::t· 
ing fa1 1he Rchar:l Ki!1f i-IeJ.:m 
Foun~ion, did. 

'"Th Kodial:. refuge ha'-"l1""<.)S 
had a ;:peci:U place in tl::.; :re<:is 

and mhds of The '::O.se."VLtio. 
Fund,'' s&id Brad ~iklej3hn. 
head of tiJ< organi4<5a:J's Alask 
office. 

Bec<.L3e •)i i:s lcta:iro, he !.aid 
the lald coold have 'o=e: -c:omme: 
cially dE'VeJ.::o,:>ed as a ::>.uist lodil' 
or other faC.:.ity, to 'Ire detrimer 
of wiia.l fe. 

"This;,; 1'\th~ in ~hoar! ol th 
refuge. I:: is .at ±e h'!' ·S >( the bal' 
with Cl>lur::;tiru; ri:s.3g m:. eac: 
side, 1: d 7ith e~· =iv~ ~id' 
fl~.ts," ::!:"eil:lejohn sed ..:'I .f~av:: 
seen 1• :lear'll ~n the _::n>p~rtr .t 
one tin-E.'" 

The Fi•h and WJII3.:.e SerTi~ 
accept«! th< pa~~ c: :.fonda;r. 

Battm sa;.:{ i: wa~ ~c E first gifl 
of its lir<CI 'b a wllt::.:·e refugE ir. 
Alaska. :n ~ ...,.ritte• :l>!tement 
refuge nan<~ger Ja;- 3<,llinge1 

?:;;-as& see P<;oe 3-3, UloiD 
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LAND: Gift to re1t:ge is a first 
_j Cootnued fr:r- P.;;-6:'1 -~ 

called the o:Cf- "a -:rem en· 
do::Is gestu::: :or the 
bears.' 

Meiklejohn ad. be fund 
n<;gotiated ti-e J:U~hase 
w~th tlle four :-::.'llcte indl
vi:lual~ who c ;;-:,edit: Roy 
Ec·klun:i, Har:- Dc-ige and 

Jei" ?ov<-li.te. •: Ko<.'.iak, 
a:>.{ 1'c·m Trui1t : f ::::o~ora
d~. He ;Q'<>uld "-•: :ay hoov 
nl:.!lt '.be fund ]:L< ior tl:.e 
l:rl. J. real est ,:::e •pedal
i.t ovib. thr, fe<lo-a: agency 
sal::. tlte p~ L.d been 
a:;>tra:~ed !l.- . atott 
$)1)1,30) 

;1iod ing witl. •arious 

~a:Jh:.e~. tbe >''it·ginia
:;ed tun.<i. h~• l•bed bu..
:>: pre.serve l<ui in {~ 
;;lt:e:;. This islllE[irst time 
:i' fald ::.as ~aal>ed lant. 
.r..W.;ka, MtiJ<:obn said 
t:. ... ftnd !las :.0~ t sever 
u =ller Kcc.h: ll a:rcels 
::te ;:a~1. ·and ;Jus to con· 
~, them to t:. I."e.!uge, 
'<<-
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Land Added To Refuge System 

U.S, Fish and Wil clife Service Receives Land Gift 

Close on the heels of the first National Wildlife 
Refuge week, Alaska wildlife received a gift when a private 
organization made a donation of land -- the first ever for a 
national wtldlife reft•ge in Alaska -- for the bears and 
salmon of the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. 

Today the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service accepted a 
318-acre piece of land which lies at the head of uyak Bay on 
the west side of Kodiak Island, from the Richard King t1ellon 
Foundation and The Conservation Fund. Surrounded by the 
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge/ the property includes one
half mile of ocean shoreline, a salmon stream, nesting Bald 
Eagles, and important brown bear habitat. 

•The donation of this property within the Kodiak 
National Wildlife Refuge is a very generous act thaL 1-1ill 
help protect fish and wildlife habitat for future 
generations,• said David Allen, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service's Regional Director for Alaska. Jay Bellinger, 
Kodiak Refuge Manager said "This gift of t:he Uyak Bay land 
is a tremendous gesture for the bears." 

The Richard King t~ellon Foundation, based in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, has a long-standing commitment to 
conservation. Through its American Land Conservation. Program 
the Foundation has acquired wildlife habitat and historic 
areas in more than 30 states as gifts to state and federal 
conservation agencies. 

Acquisition of the Uyak Bay property continues The 
Conservation Fund's involvement in the .protection of the 
Kodiak Refuge. Earlier this year Dr. Bob Putz, the Fund's 
Senior Scientist, was a negotiator for the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees in 
the purchase of 1S2,000 A~res in fee and easement on Kodiak. 

P.Ol 
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/) Since 1985, The Conservation Fund has helped its 
partners protect over 900,000 acres of wildlife habitat, 
open space, and historic sites in 41 states. Fund programs 
include American Greenways, the National Forum on Nonpoint 
Source Pollution, the Freshwater Institute, the Civil War 
Battlefield Campaign, and, with the Richard King Mellon 
Foundation, the American Land conservation Program. The 
Conservation Fund established an office in Alaska in 1994; 
headquarters are in Arlington, Virginia. 

The Kodiak Refuge's 1.8 million acres provide habitat 
for brown bear, Bald Eagles, Tundra Swans, five species of 
s~lmon, river otters, red fox, Sitka black-tailed deer, 
waterfowl, and nesting birds. Originally created to protect 
bears and their habitats, the Kodiak Refuge encompasses 
almost 2 million acres and supports more than 2,500 brown 
bA81R 

FWS 

For more information contact The Conservation Fund at (907) 
694-9060 
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~ i i ·surprise Source Found for Tar 

;: _it_·.-u-M_A_L_C_O_LM-·-~-. -~-~-W-:-~-8- i~ O~<~:.~~:m~~i'~:o<o~•~:.:l'oooo «m" 
. ' S~:lence and Technology that ol the In this ease, l'Omo ~0 years." 

W
HEN the Exxon Vald•t 

. · ran aground on BUSh 
P.ee! In 1989. 11 million 
gallons or crude oil 

spewed Into Prlnci William Sound In 
. Alaska, cau>ing the most demuetlve 

o\1 spillln l'llstoljl, But a comprehen· 
>ive now Fed•ral jnvest!gatlon has 
lound that most of the tar 'ol!lls st111 
fouling the sounct·s shores and Is· 
land! have not)llng tO d~ W!th U\e 
po:on valdu but w~re ~~~ed from 
0\llrr.ported fr" •llfor ··a.. 

. a tar balls arc found in rtlatlve
·.ly srnall numbers but are scattered 
-nearly tvuywhere in Prince W1111am 

· Sound. The most likely explanation 
tor those that did not come rrom tht 
EXXon Vald~z Is that they are a . 
lQi~cy or thQ great earthquake of 
1964. which leveled many Alaskan 
communltles. said Dr.·Ka\th A. Kvan· 
Volden or the United States Geolosl· 
cal SYrv•Y-

The pon city or Valdez, on the 
northern shore of Prtnc11 Willlam 
s'Ciuriil: was hit by both tha earth· 
quake and a devastating tsunami, or 
tidal wave, that quickly followed. To· 
gather they destroyed the ·town's 
bulld.\ngs and smashed storage tank• 
holdln' marine fuel ell and paving 
asphalt. Dr. Kvenvolden IIJ1d his 1~
vesUiators believe thl!.t most of 
these stereo petroleum produets 
were swopc Into the sound by the 
retreatlni tsunami water, and lh< 
rtmalndar continued to leak Into the 
sound lor at least tour years. 

At the tim a of the earthquake, be· 
fore the discovery ol the state's 
North Slope oil field In 196S, Alaska 
had no nearby source of oiL lilld until 
1970, it imported most petroleum 
proliuct•. including paving asphalt, 
tual oil anJ gasoline. by ship from 
California. 

Dr. Kvenvolden anli hls colleagues 
at tlle GeoloBical Survey report in 

tar balls they l~tnpled ranrlornly It may be .. he said. that tha .com-
!Nm shorelln~s throughout the paratlvely light crude oil from the 
northern and western pan~ o! the E):Xon Valdez wai de.graQed more 
sound !rom 1990 to 199-!, 28 tar ball! rapidly by nature.\ processes than 
w1:re unmistakably residues or the was the heavy >hip bunker oil and 
E>:xon Vatdei disaster, wh!le 61 were asph~lt sp11led by t.he e a:-:hquake, 
rtiSldues of petroleum product! that but that is only surmise. Clearly, the 
orfz!nated from tlJe Wilmington oll older tar balls are more resistant to 
thl\li near Los Angele>. deiradatlon than the later tar balls 

The Geoloilcal Survey team ap· from the grounded tanker. Much or 
piled several advanced methcx:!s to the latter's spill has degraded to a 
rt1Yaal the "tlngerprims" of tar baU harmless black powder that il rap-
sumple; !or matching with known Idly disappearing. · 
SC>\lrce& of oil. Dne technique used a Two yearG ago, Dr. Kvenvolden' s 

_rT.ass spectrometer to !!1\elyze the · group Issued a preliminary report 
n'latlve abundances a! an isotope ol based on 10 tar baii> Identified ?~< 
cnrbon, carbcr.·13. Oil from different having Call(ornla oil antecedcne· \ 
gBologica\ sources contains distin· "A lot of Alaskans didn't w:m•~~c-) 
gnisl\lng quantities or this isotope. haar what we had to say," be said, 

The scientists also cor.ducad "beeause they were legal claimants 
clremica\ &na!yses, using chromate>- against Exxon." !n 1994 a Federal 
~raphlc te~hniques thnl ;cparate Jury ordered Exxon to pay S5 billion 
enrnponents of dissolved samples as to )4,000 clairna:ns, and the cornp!!l"ly 
they p!l.!s through tubes pael(ed with had already paid nearly S4 billion in 
adsorbent material. B~ceuse of eosts ano claims resulting from lhe 
chemic~! differences In the organ- GPilL 
isms that were e~oloa!c~lly eonven· The preliminary report· on tar 
ad into oil millions or year> ago, ball!, which Dr. I<vonvolden 's group 
dlfferant all reservoirs retain dis· prepared in 1993, was used as evi· 
tlJ.1ctlvc chemical biomarkers. dence, he said, but it apparently did 

Based on these tests, Dr. Kvenvol- not effect tl\e outcome of trial. 
d1m said there was no doubt that "We stan~d this proje~:t to trace 
most of the tar balls remalnlni along the late of the oil spilled by the 
tl',o Prince Wllllam Sound's northern Exxon Valdez," Dr.Kvenvclden said, 
1.11d western ~hares came from Call· "but lhin we dl;covered that tar 
forn\a.iili'. ••· ba.lls (rom Calilornl~ were much eas-

"Thls creates a mystery," he said. lor to !lnd than North Slope tar balls 
"We l<now from & l~t of evidence that along lh& Prince WOllam shoreline. tl•• petroleum sp!lls caused 'oy the This may have profound impllca-
lll64 tlrthquake could haVII ))een no tlons that are much more interesting 
mort than about one-t!nth the vol· In the long run than the Valdez spill 
ume spilled by the E:xxon Valde•. Itself." 
Why do we see so many more tar ---. 
balls !rom the earlier disaster? We 
don'~ know.'' 

The tar balls pose M slgnilicant 
env1ronm1ntal hazard and ara not 
numerous enough to constitute an 
eye&ot"O, Dr. Kvenvold~n said. "bUI 
our lnvestl~atlon ~amonstrates !hat 
tJ,e degraliatlon products or oll spills 
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\!lore digging called for at 
~~Jasl<a Sealife Center site 
,) 

SEWARD (AP) The 
1rchaeolo-2:ist workin£ at the 

~ ~ 

:onstrucrion site of the Alaska 
)eaLife Center in Snvard has 
Jroposed more digging that 
:ould cost nearly $49,000. 

Archaeologist Mike 
Yarborough says he wants to dig 
more test pits near what he 
believes is a late 19th century 
Seward homesite. 

The U.S. Interior Department 
required the archaeological 
monitoring as part of the envi
·onmental impact assessment of 

the SeaLifeCenter project. 
Archaeologists with the state 
Historic Preservation Office and 
the In tcri or Department have 
agreed with Yarborough's rec
ommendations and passed them 
on to a federal advisory panel. 

Maureen Sims, a spokeswoman 
for the SeaLife project says it's not 
clear who would pay for the addi
tional archaeological work that 
Yarborough has recommended. 
Earlier this year, Yarborough's 
digging uncovered bottles, ceram
ics and bones at the site. 
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Rules .would limit ~,olluters' liability 
By NATALIE PHILLIPS 
Daily News reporter 

If the Exxon Valdez oil 
tc..nker ran aground in 
Prince William Sound un· 
der new proposed federal 
rE-gulations, there wouldn't 
be a $1 billion settlement. 
Ir.stead, a formula would 
be used to calculate the 
damage, and the final fig
ure would be something 
like $150 million to $250 
million, according to state . 
officials. 

L; 

"It is still a lot of mon
ey, but it doesn't take into 
account the losses of public 
resources that can't be 
fixed," said Ernie Piper, 
damage assessment and 
restoration program man
ager for the state Depart
ment of Environmental 
Consel\lation. 

Basically, the new regu
lations, written by the Na
tional Oceanic and Atmo
spheric Administration, 
would allow the govern-

ment to collect money for 
resources that are damaged 
and can be fixed. For ex
ample, if a wetland area is 
damaged and it can be re
paired or a new one con
structed nearby, the pollut
er would have to pay for 
that. But b~cause there is 
no way to replace killer 
whales, there would be no 
charge. 

The new =egulations are 
also written in a way that 
the polluter might end up 

helping determine what 
damage Was done and what 
measures should be taken 
to restore the damage. 

"They (NOAA officials) 
really totally rewrote the 
book here, and they came 
back with whole new regu
lations," said Craig Til
lery, an assistant state at
torney general. "And there 
is such a short public com
ment period. It is a little 
bit unfair to the public." 

The oil industry also ·has 

/ \ 

\;__) 

reservations about the pro
posed regulations, but for 
different reasons. 

"Their stated focus on 
restoration is a welcome 
improvement," said Phil 
Cooney, a senior attorney 
with the American Petro
leum Institute. "We think 
the agency's stated empha
siS on restoration rather 
than the pure extraction of 
monetary damages is a 
more appropriate focus, it 

is the focus the industry 
has." 

But when "you read the 
fine print," government of
ficials are left to determine 
what damage can be fixed 
and at what price, ·cooney 
said. "These regulations 
are very generalized and 
continue to rely too heavi
ly on (government) discre
tion to resolve scientific 
questions." 

Please see Page B-2, RULES 

·J 
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RULES: Proposed plan would limit polluter liability to damages that can be fixed 
[ Continued from Page B-1 ) 

· Following the 1989 
Exxon Valdez ·oil spill, 
Congress adopted the 1990 
Oil Pollution Act, . which 
requires NOAA to write 
regulations for assessing 
damage done to natural re
sources in the Case of an oil 
spill. In early 1994, NOAA 
released its first draft of 
proposed regulation's, but 
ttl!! comments the agency 
received lead lawyers to 
completely rework the pro
posed regulations. The lat
_es: version of the regula
tions was released in 
August. Public comment 
was accepted by NOAA 
through Oct. 2. 

The public comment pe
riod was short because the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council sued the federal 
government for dragging 
it::<feet in issuing the new 
regulations. In an out-of
C9~rt agreement, the gov
ernment agreed to have 
regulations adopted by the 
end of the year. 
·.The public comments 

will be taken into consider
aEon when the final regu
la:ions are written and 
p.ublished by Dec. 31, ac
co.rding to Linda Burling
to::t, who is working on the 
NOAA pro~ect. 

During the short publlC 
c'ommcnt period, NOAA re
ceived 61 comments, in
clUding a 100-page letter 
from the API. The state of 
Alaska wrote an eight-page 
letter that said if the regu
l:i.tions were in effect dur
ing the 1089 Exxon Valdez 
oil spill, the state and fed
eral governments and 
Exxon would most likely 
"Still be enmeshed in the 
cUmbersome process 
spelled out in the regula
tions, instead of accom
pl.ishing the restoration." 

'And a handful of citizens 
who serve as a watchdog of 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council, which 
oversees the spending of 
the $1 billion settlement, 
wrote a letter saying they 
found "significant prob
lems" .. with the proposed 
regulations. 

Specifically, the mem
bei's of the citizen group 
that oppose the new regu-

lations pointed out that the 
law requires a restoration 
plan to be written immedi
ately following an inci
dent. 

"The rule assumes that 
the restoration effort can 
quickly be put together as 
a series of well-defined 
projects," wrote Vern 
McCorkle, chairman of the 
Trustee Council public ad
visory group. "In our expe
rience, future years' resto
ration needs are. dependent 
on previ?us years' results. 

Thus, requiring a d~tailed, 
project-base·d restoration 
plan to forecast all re
quired restoration projects 
is not realistic." 

Clearly, proponer..ts and 
opponents of the proposed 
regulations read th~m dif
ferently. API conter.ds that 
the regulations are written 
to address only actuJ.l dam
ages and that the::"' don't 
limit the state and federal 
government from filing 
criminal and civil lawsuits 
to collect other types of 

~~ ~ Net-If<:, 
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damages, including the loss 
of "passive uses" such as 
sea kayaking. 

"That is fine to say that 
now, but I can guarantee 
you that there will be a 
battery of lawyers saying 
(these regulations) were 
your exclusive remedy," 
Tillery said. 

A senior attorney with 
the NRDC, Sarah Chasis, 
said, "Our concern is the 
public is loosing out and 
the polluter is winning ... 
The shift seems to be fa· 

voring the polluter over 
the public and that is very 
troubling." 

In 1991, the state and 
federal governments set
tled criminal and civil le
gal actions against Exxon 
in an out-of-court agree
ment worth $1 billion. The 
company still faced law
suits from commercial fish
ermen and other users of 
the Sound, and a jury last 
year ordered Exxon to pay 
them $5.3 billion in dam
ages. 
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Sealife caught between 
burnt rocks, hard heads 
By Eric Fry 

LOG Staff 

Th·~ archaeologist working at the Alaska 
Sea'ti:-e Center construction site has proposed 
more digging !hal could cosl nearly $49,000, 
including half of that for his fees. 

Mike Yarborough- who is employed by 
the Sea Life Center under an agreement with 
the U.S. Department of the Interior- wants 
four narc test pits near what he believes is 
the late-19th cenlury Lowell family homesite 
ncar the intersection of Third and Railway 
avenues. 

\Vhen Yarborough dug there earlier this 
year, he found planks, decayed bones, boflle 
glas~, ceramics, brick fragments and rusted 
metal in the upper layer. Beneath that he found 
a lot •Jf sea mammal and bird bones, wood 
chips, a brick fragment, a small piece of what 
may te solidified tar, and three possible whet
stones. Charcoal and ash was under that. 

\ ' ·._,_) 

So far, that lest pit is the only sile thai has 
been declared significant enough to be eligible 
for the National Register of Historic Places. 

But Yarborough also has proposed digging 
as many as eight test holes wtere the Sea Life 
Center's building will be, and up to six 1es1 
holes beside Lowell Point Road, where the 
freshwater line will run to the center. 

Discussions about the loc<.tion of the 18th 
century Russian shipyard hc.vc prompted a 
further look at the whole area, groject spokes
woman Maureen Sims told the city Planning 
and Zoning Commissior~ last week. 
Government agencies now w:1nt a more con
trolled look at the area, she said. 

Archaeologists for the state Historic 
Preservation Office and the Interior 
Department agreed with Yarborough's rec
ommendations and passed them on to a fed
eral advisory council. 

See Sealife, page 16 
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From page 1 

The Interior Department is the 
lead agency for the SeaLife Center's 
environmental impact statement, 
which requires archaeological mon
itoring of any excavation. Gary 
Somers, a National Park Service 
archaeologist who represents the 
Interior Department on the project, 
said he nt:ver visited the site. 

'That's fairly common to have 
the archaeologist most familiar with 
the on-the-ground work make the 
recommendation," Somers said. 

.Yarborough's o~inions Were well 
documented, said state archaeolo
gist Tim Smith, who has seen the 
site. "They looked at his reasons and 
agreed with them.'' 

One of :Yarborough's recom
mendations, in fact, would save the 
Sea Life Center aboul $250,000, but 
the city planning commission does
n't seem likely to go along with it. 

As part of the Sea Life Center's 
conditional use pennit, the plcinning 
commission required it to pbce 
e!t.:ctric lines underground. The 
Sl:uLifc Center estimated that the 
excavation would cost $250,000. 
The lines along Railway Avenue are 
now above ground, on poles, just 
likt:: the rest or downtown. 

The SeaLifc C:ntcr is the only 
project that has been required to put 
electric lines underground as part of 
its cllnclitionaJ'use permit, as best as 
city offi"cials can remember. 

Yarborough said the best way to 

preserve artifacts is to leave them 
undisturbed. " ... I strongly recom
mend that the utilidor not be con
structed," he wrote in the plan. 

Of all ihe work planned for the 
second phase of construction, 
putting electric lines underground 
would have the greatest impact on 
the Lowell homesite, he said. 

At last week's pl~mning commis
sion meeting, some commissioners 
went ballistic about the archaeolog
ical work and said they wouldn't 
give in on burying the electric lines. 

"It seems like we've got the tail 
wagging the dog here," commission 
chairman Blaine Bardarson said. 
"The find that we said is significant 
is so insignificant it's a joke. I mean, 
we're lalking about a dead dog, a 
Worcestershire bottle, some soup 
bones- and we're shutting clown a 
$50 million projecl. 

"And now we can't even dig 
underground- the federal govern
ment is standing in the way? This is 
·a bureaucratic nightmare." 

Commissioner Anne Castell ina 
said the electric Jines still can be put 
underground, but it would mean "an 
incredible amount of exrensc and 
delay" for the center. 

Developers of the S~.:aLifc 
Center will meet with city officials 
to look for a way to put the ~Jectric 
lines underground in trenches pre
viously disturbed by the city, said 
project spokeswoman Maureen 
Sims. That may eliminate the need 
for archaeological work. 

Sims said it's uncertain wh~) will 
pay for the archaeological work that 
Yarborough has recommende-d. 

. ; 
•,-._./ 
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City Council OKs Sea Life' b'onds 
Authorizes sale of 2 .Oceanview Subdivision parcels 
LOG Staff 

The City Council approved a 
resolution Monday to sell up to 
$15 million in bondsto help ttie 
Alaska SeaLife' Ce0ter build. the 
visitor portion or' ~~e-)nadne 
research facility. · · 

The bonds are non_recourse, a 
type of financing the_~C_ity used to 
construct Spring,_ Creek 
Correctional Center. "\Ve.do not 
pledge the assets of the taxpayers 
to repay the borrowing," .City 
Manager Ron Gai-_zini told the 
council. · · 

The city is lending its 'tax
exempt status to. the bond issue. 
That means that bondholders 
won't have to pay:·iaxes on th~ 
interest they earn, and the SeaLife 
Center should get low illlt!resl 
rates. "We'll save the SeaLife 
Center millions of dollars," 
Garzini said. 

The resolution lets the project 
go out and try to put together a 
financial arrangement, which will 
come· back· to the council for 
approval, Oarzini said. 

The council also authorized ~he 
sale of two parcels of land in ihe · 
Oceanview Subdivision, near the 
harbor. 

One parcel is a 6,600-square
foot cleared lot at the corner of 
FoUrth Avenue and Van Buren 
Street, zoned auto-commercial. It 
now has a radio tower on it, with 
its anchor. The city has recently 
appraised it at about $36,000. 

The other parcel is a 2,295-
square-foot lot straddling the 
"fish ditch" on the east side of 
Third Avenue, also zoned auto
commercial. It has not been 
appraised,· but the Kenai · 
Peninsula Borough assessed the 
value at $14,400 this year .. 

The city hopes to sell the lots 
by sealed bids in November, 
reserving the right to rejed auy or 
all bids. 

The council also increased the 
legal budget for fiscal year ·1996 
to cover fees frorn · .. James 
Krasnansky's Open Meetings Act 
lawsuit. -The final costs, which are 
reflected over two fisc;al years, are 

$19,64.2oi~ attorney fees and 
$12)00 for ihe:o.ut-of-court set
tlement~ a total of $32,342. 

The new council will be seated 
at the Oct. 23 meeting. 

Rump Roast o' 
Top Round 

London lbnil 
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Fisheries board to discuss Cook Inlet at Ho1ner meeting in November 
THE ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES meets POLLOCK FISHING on the Gulf of Alaska was 

Nov. 4 at Land's End Resort in Homer to consider regu- e~tremely good during a three-day opening last week, the 
Ia tory proposals. concerning lower Cook Inlet salmori and Kodiak Daily Mirror reports. But some Kodiak fishermen 
all Cook Inlet herring, groundfish, kirig crab and Tanner complained that an invasion of big boats from the Bering 
crab. Amor.g proposals on the agenda are to: Sea scooped in huge hauls of fish. 

• Establish a bait-herring fishery on the Gulf of Boats with capacities of up to 200,000 pounds report-
Alaska coast of the Kenai Peninsula; ed catching full loads in as little as 20 minutes. Some 

• Limitthe length oflower Inlet herring seines to 100 boats were able to catch two or three loads in the three-
fathoms; day opening. 

• Extend salmon fishing offshore to the limits of AI Burch, executive director of the Alaska Draggers 
state jurisdiction by the Barren Islands and on the Association, said he thinks draggers may have taken as 
Peninsula's Gulf coast, allowing fishermen to work the much as three times the quotas - 3.000 metric tons for 
capes and Alaska's three-mile territorial seas; the central Gulf.and 3,500 metric tons for the eastern 

• Direct state biologists to manage Lower Inlet seine Gulf. 
fisheries from June 25 through about July 5 "as a mixed- Burch said or.e fisher-~ 
stock fishery directed on sockeye returning to both Lower man counted 47 boats in 

Alaska Fairbanks. 
Survival of young pink salmon appears related to. 

their growth rate and to the timing of the bloom of iarg 
zooplankton. The faster the young fish reach 60 millime 
ters in length and move offshore, the less likely they an 
to be eaten by adult pollock, salmon and herring. 

IFQs RECEIVED MIXED REVIEWS at the recent 
meeting of the North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council in Seattle, the Nome Nugget reports. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service reported to 
the council that bycatch mortality has not declined under 
IFQs, despite predictions that more careful fishing with 
the end of so-called derbies for halibut and blackcod 
would result in better care of and lower mnrtality of dis
carded fish. 

and Upper Cook Inlet systems;" the Barnabas area off 
• Restrict or end the use of pots and bottom trawls in eastern Kodiak Island. m:M:_,,~" :·::..:.:~,:''"~' _,,~~:~!:r.,;· ~;d:::~{~:~.-.:-~·cc' ,~~:'1\;.,<~':V'~·'·'"~~~:@~':',, c;-!'A 1Tilli;n°~~c~al~~~~~~vec~~~~ 

Cook Inlet and the northern Gulf to protect king, "Some of the 
Dungenes::; and Tanner crab and also newly developing super trawlers 
fisheries for sea urchins and sea cucumbers; hold a miLion ~ i ~""""...,.L'""''"'•-<> ""''""'''''""'•'•A'! I posed changing regulations .? "'"" ._., ,-' •'-,"•'. ---·<·~ ·:·.· , ..••• _'·., •• ,,,c"O:• 'Y'il~ ..... ,.«-:c•:e·~_,.,_.,,, that allow. fishermen to land 

~ up to 10 percent more th:m 
• Direct the state to petition the federal North Pacific pounds," he said. "One of them reported t1e was tull tt1ree 

Fishery Management Council for authority to manage hours after the season opened." 
federal waters of Cook Inlet, with the intent of allowing The super trawlers were expected to deliver to plants 

- the state t::> restrict bottom trawling; in Sand Point and Akutan. A spokesman for the National 
• Set a limit of75 pots per fisherman for Lower Inlet Marine Fisheries Service said catch totals wouldn't be 

Tanner crab fisheries outside Kachemak Bay; ~ ,~a~v~a~il~a~b~le~fo~r~a'...:w:':e.':e~k:_. --------------~ 
• Close Kachemak Bay to commercial king and_ 

Tanner crab fishing to benefit recreational crab fisher::'_.,., ...,c-"""WALLEYE POLLOCK are the main predators on 
men; young pink salmon in Prince William Sound, the Cordova 

• Eli:ninate recreational pot fisheries for king and Times reports. The fewer zooplankton there are when 
Tanner cmb from Cook Inlet to eliminate the mortality o young salmon migrate from their natal streams to sea, the 
crabs in lost and delinquent pots. Recreational fisherme more salmon the pollock are likely to eat, according to 
would be restricted to the use of ring nets. researchers Mark Willette of the Alaska Department of 

Fish and Game and Ted Cooney of the University of 

their IFQ allocations without penalty. 
The 10-percent rule was meant to allow fishermen to 

fill their quotas wjthout fear of going over. recognizing 
that it's impossible to tell exactly how m~ny pounds the 
final trip will produce. 

But Tillion said the rule encourages fishermen to land 
II 0 percent of their quotas. He said it should be. changed 
to prevent fishermen from being paid for any landings 
beyond their quotas. 

The U.S. Coast Guard told the council that IFQs have 
rought a decline in safety violations and rescue cillls, 
ecause boats can now wait out rough weather without 
ear of losing their quota shares. 

J} 
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Loc~f oyster nursery should b~~st new mariculture industry 
by Doug Loshbaugh 
Staff Writer 

Ho:ner-area shellfish farmers have 
taken the first steps toward building a new 
oyster nursery on Kachemak Bay that 
should help the fledgling industry develop. 

The nursery is part of a plan to locate 
all components of .oyster productimi in 
Alaska, said Mark Bradley of Kenai, project 
coordinator for the Kachemak Shellfish 
Mariculmre Association. 

Oysters don't reproduce in Alaska· 
waters and growers must import young oys
ters from the Pacific Northwest. To prevent 
introduction· of disease, · state reg~latioz:ts 
prohibit importing oysters larger than 20 
miiiimelers wide - smaller than farmers 
would like. Larger spat, as the juvenile oys
ters are called, are· hardier and require "less 
tending. 

Oysters galore 
all day tomorrow 

Homer residents· can try what some 
consider the best oysters in the world at the 
first Kachemak Bay Oyster Fest tomorrow. 

The local celebration is held in con
junction with the Alaska Oyster Festival 
running all month in Anchorage. . 

On tap tomorrow are: luncheon and 
dinner •II day at Cafe Cups, featuring 
Kachemak Bay oysters; a demonstration of 
a power oyster s(lucker from 4 p.m .. to 5 
p.m. at Coal Point Trading Company;· a: 
demonstration of old-fashioned shucking 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Eagle Quality 
Center; oomplimentary oyst~rs on the half
shell frcm 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Land's End 
Resort; and an oyster dinner to benefit 
Hospice of Homer from 6 p.m. to II p.m. at 
The Homestead. 

Wlut's an oyster on the half-shell feel 
like as it slid.es down your gullet? "I'm not 
getting into this," said Mark. Donohue, 

·manager of the Kachemak Bay Shellfish 
Growers Cooperative, "I could get into 
trouble." 

To solve the importation problem, the 
Alaska Legislature has app'roveii'rrioney to 
build an oyster hatchery in Seward. But 
once oysters reach I to 3 millcmeters, they 
don't grow well.in hatcheries, 3radley said. 
Alaska needed an intermediate step - a 
nursery to grow oysters to 30 or 40 mil
limeters wide. 

In 1993, the association tested a pilot 
nursery near JakolofBay.lt speeded growth 
by increasing ·circulation of water and 
planktonic food through the oyster pens. 
But it held only 3.0,000 oysters, not enough 
to supply local farms. 

Bradley said the next step is to build a 
production model. The mariculture associa
tion proposes a 400-square-foot floating 
facility with a 5-foot-diameter paddlewheel 

··to speed the flow of seawater end plankton. 
An overhead gantry would help workers 
handle the oyster pens. The f'"ility would 

grow about 2 miiiion oysters at a time. 
The Alaska Department of Fish and 

Game has granted the project $100,000 
from the state's criminal settlement follow~ 
ing the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

Now the association is choosing a site. 
Bradley said it must be close to electrical 
power, easy to reach, sheltered from storms 
and ice free in winter. It must also be free of 
pollutants that would ruin the oysters. The 
association is. considering the state-owned 
harbors at Seldovia, J akolof Bay and 
lshmailof Island in Halibut Cove. 

In late August, they set up net pens at 
each of the three harbors. With help from 
Unocal, the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation and the 
University of Alaska Anchorage Marine 
Advisory Program, the association will 
compare the growth rates of oysters at the· 
three sites and monitor concentrations of 

planktonic food, pollutants such as hydro
carbons, heavy metals and fecal coliform 
bacteria. The test nets come out Oct. 31. 
The association hopes to p,ick a site by 
December. 

Bradley said he hopes to publicize the 
project and hear public concerns before 
hearings on a state permit for the nursery. 
"What we want is to let as ma1.1y people as 
possible know what we're doing, and find 
out what people think," Bradley said. 

Obtaining a permit could take up to 
nine months. Bradley said the nursery could 
be operating by fall 1996 or spring 1997. 
The present moratorium on new shellfish 
farms on Kachemak Bay, which expires 
Dec. 31 (see related story this page), con
tains an exemption that would ~Iilow the 
nursery, Bradley said. 

Kachemak Bay farm moratorium up for discussion 
A moratorium on new shellfish farms 

for Kachemak Bay is slated to end Dec. 
31. But a public survey intended to help 
biologists decide whether to extend the 
moratorium or allow more farms has 
drawn only about 25 comments. The dead
line is Oct. 15. 

The Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game seeks information on tow the shell
fish farms affect fish, wildli~e and public 
uses of Kachemak Bay. 

"We're getting everything from 
'They're good for the economy,' to 'We 
don't want them in our back. yard,"' said 
Don McKay, the biologist in charge of per
mitting for Southcentral AlasKa. 

Shellfish farms have caused some 
controversy since the early I ~90s when the 
state received a flood of farm applications 
.for. previously ·.unoccupied parts of 

Kachemak Bay. Salmon seiners objected 
to proposed farms in Peterson Bay that 
interfered with their operations, and setnet
ters complained about farms in Kasitsna 
Bay: Tourism operators have .complained· 
that fields of mariculture buoys are an eye
sore. Boaters objected that farms proposed 
near the Herring Islands were a navigation 
hazard. 

Mariculturists say shellfish farms cre
ate jobs, and argue that shellfish farmers 
become strong water-quality advocates to 
protect their farms. They say they just 
want to earn a living. 

Wes Bucher, a biologist with the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game in 
Homer, has suggested a board to allocate 
Alaska's coast .between oyster farmers, 
commercial fishermen and others, though 
McKay said he had not heard anything 

about the idea. 
In· recommending whether new farms 

should be allowed, McKay will consider 
the survey, a tour of existing farms and 
comments-of state biologists. He'd like to 
conduct. a detailed study of how existing· 
farms have affected fish, wildlife and pub
lic uses of the bay, he said. But he doesn't 
have the budget for that. · 

"What we're doing is a quit.:k, subjec
tive analysis," he said. · 

Depending on Fish and Game's deci
sion, the Department" of Natural Resources 
could take applications for new Kachemak 
Bay-farms this spring. 

Send comments to Don McKay, 
Habitat and Restoration Division, Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, 333 
Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 99518-
1599. 



SEA program intrigues scientific commumty 
By Jodi Seitz 

Special to The Times 

Scientists working on the Sound 
Ecosystem Asscs..c;ment program pre
sented preliminary results to their 
peers at' a meeting held Sept. 19-22 . 
in Fairbanks. 

SEA is a multi-year, $4.6 million 
program funded by the Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill Trustee Council to study nat
ural processes affecting pink salmon 
and herring production in Prince 
William · Sound.· 

At the annual meeting of the 
Alaska chapter of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science. SEA researchers demon
strated the focus and cooperation 
which is contributing to their achieve
ments in Prince William Sound. The 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game's Resource Program Manager, 
Joe Sullivan, was impressed with the 
presentations delivered in Fairbanks. 

"(SEA) is a research program now 
- not a lot of separate projects. 

SEA.~-. 

From page 1 

People seem to know wher.e they 
want to go," Sullivan said. 

The SEA program is designed to 
understand the dynamics of the food 
chain in the Sound -from produc
tion of plankton, the tiniest animals 
and plants at the bottom of the chain, 
to the fishes which feed on plankton 
and the prcdators ... such as walleye 
pollock, feeding on plankton and 
young fish. Some of the high
lights researchers reported from the 
fust year's work are: SEA researchers 
Mark Willette, of the Fish and Game 

. and Dr. Ted Cooney, of the Uniyersity 
of Alaska Fairbanks have evidence 
that wheTI zooplankton abundance 
declines or is low, pollock eat .more 
young pink salmon and other age-0 
fish. In the last two years, walleye 
pollock appeared to be the main 
predator on yOung pink salmon dur
ing May. Survival of young pink 
salmon appears to be related to their 
growth rate and to the timing of the 
bloom of large zooplankton. The 
faster the young fish reach 60 mil-

tfm.~ters aTI'd moVe ·offsli~re, the less 
likely they are to be eaten by adult 

. pollock, salmon .. and herring. 
Drs. David. Eslinger'and Peter. 

McRoy,. both of UAF, found the ear
ly bloom of some types of plant 
plankton may be a signal for. some 
large zOoplankton speCies, such as 
calanoid copepods, to rise from the 
deep . .waters of the 'sound in the 
spdng. Once at the surface; these 
copepods feed on var.ious kinds of 
plan(piankton which bloom later. 
The largest peak ofzooplimkton den

.sity usually occurs in mid-May. 
Some copepods liye in the open 

ocean and others inhabit areas closer 
to the coast: By studying the amount 
and kinds of zooplankton in the 
Sound, researchers will learn more 
about :circulation patternS that drive 
'production of salmon, herring and 
other marine species. 

As part of the 1995 herring stud
ies, UAF researchers Evelyn Brown 
and Dr.. Brenda Norcross investigated 

See SEA, page 11 

temperature profiles th.an.those that 
don't. Sills restrict the flow of deeper, 
more saline water of the passages 
from entering treshwatei Gay~." 

SEA gathered, scientists are creating 
models of the ecosystem. The models 
will help researchers and managers 
uuJc1~tand nnd.prcdict pink salmnn 
and herring production in the Sound. 

juvenile herring disiributioil in the · 
Sound over the year. During 1995, 
herring were found in near-shore and 
offshore areas, but in summer they 
concentrated along the shore. 
Juvenile herring eSpecially favored 
the southwestern part of the Sound 
and bays alOng the outer Ken3.i 
Fjords, but were also found to a less-:-. 
er extent in bays in the east, north and 
western Sound. 

What does this mean for fish or 
plankton? The presence of sills could 
affect the amount of zooplankton that 

· is washed into _a particular bay or the 
length of time· fish larvae remain in 
habitats whiCh promote their survival. 
s6, certain bays may be better rearing . 
or nurser.y habitat for herring and pink 
.salmon· · than others. 

_Acoustic studies by the science 
center's Dr. Gar.yThomas found dif
ferent types o,f fish .. an~ curr_er_1ts in. 
riear:..shore and Offshore areas. In the 
near-shore areas, turbulence briakS 
down layers observed in the offshore 
areas. In general, more plankton and. 
pollock along with an occasional 
school of herring, were found off
shore than in areas near shore. 

·Following theAAAS meeting, the 
SEA r.esearcher.s met to plan the con
tinuing studies. · 
"! thought the conferenceand the 
m~eti~gs we held afterwards were 
very beneficial. Thi.'s was the first 
time (SEA researchers) have had a 
chance to get' together·.io discusS 
research since last January," said SEA 
Chief Scientist, Dr.. R. Ted Cooney. 
~'.P~J1icipation in.Ala~~a. national and 
"{ritern"atiorial. professlon.al meetings 
.places SEA results in the court of 
open science debate, a p_rocess fun
damental to the successful applica
tiori of the scientific method. 

Dr. David Salm~n and the physi
cal oceanography group of the Prince 
William Sound Science center. iden~ 
tified several ·current featUres in the 
Sound. The Science center's Shelton 
Gay reported on freshwater bays. 
Unlike the eastern side of the Sound, 
the western side has many tidewater 
glaciers which drain into bays. 

Those which have a buildup of 
sediment at. their mouths, or sills, 
have different current, salinity and 

The whole picture is being put 
together by the data management 
team under the direction of Dr. Vince 
Patrick, also of the Pr.ince William 
Sound Science Center. Using the data 

Without peer. review, the quality 
and application of results could be 
serio.usly comprOmised and limited 
in value." 

Jody Seitz is a writer for the SEA 
project and the Prince Vlilliam Sound 
Science Center. 
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a hatchery in Kodiak, and the Copper 
River Delta and Flats, respectively. 

As of early September, state officials 
were developing proposals in an effort 

.. )to address the Kodiak and Cordova 
oncerns. 

· The Kodiak Island Borough wants 
the tanker contingency plans to include 
a protection plan for Kitoi Bay Hatchery 
on Afognak Island. The proposed 
decision by ADEC recognizes the 
economic value of the Kitoi hatchery 
but does not require the southbound 
shippers to include a hatchery 
protection plan in their contingency 

affecting I he Copper River Delta would 
originate outside state waters, and thus 
fall outside ADEC's jurisdiction. The 
City of Cordova says that conclusion is 
incorrect, because it assumes the 
currents are always of a westerly set, 
which would carry spilled oil away from 
the Copper River Flats. The City of 
Cordova countered that the currents 
can switch to a strong easterly set, 
which would carry oil onto the flats. 

"The need to protect the Copper 
River Delta and Flats cannot be 
stressed enough," Cordova Mayor 
Margy Johnson wrote in the City's 

Verdict still out on presence 
of spilled oil deep in Sound 

Samples of deep sediments were. 
taken in July near Knight Island to 
determine whether oil spilled from the 
Exxon Valdez sank and accumulated 
on the sea bottom. There was no visual 
evidence of oil in the sediment 
samples. Laboratory analysis is needed 

.. to determine whether oil from the 1989 
)pill is present at the sites sampled. 

·<./The lab results were expected to be 
available by late September. 

RCAC commissioned the special 
sampling because of anecdotal reports 
by fishermen of oil in their nets. 
Curiosity was further piqued by 
information about the fate of oil spilled 
in the Braer incident of 1993. 

In the case of the Braer, which 
dumped 20 million gallons of light crude 
off the Shetland Islands, data indicate 
that approximately 30 percent of the oil 
went to the bottom in a 30-mile radius. 
Episodes of high energy wind and wave 
action followed both the Braer and 
Exxon Valdez oil spills. 

The sampling was conducted July 
15·17, at six sites around Knight Island, 
which was heavily hit by the 1989 spill. 
The sediment samples, taken by gravity 
core, were about four inches wide and 
one-half meter to one meter long. They 

.. _)vere taken from water depths of 175 

Dawn Reeder and Paul Barter prepare to 
extrude a sediment core taken near Knight 
Island. Photo courtesy Kin netic Labs, Inc. 

meters to 695 meters. 
If oil is found in the sediment 

samples, laboratory analysis can 
determine whether the oil has the same 
"fingerprint" as the Exxon Valdez 
cargo. 

Information about the fate and 
effects of oil spilled from the Exxon 
Valdez would be useful in the event of 
any future spills. 

ruga 4fTho Oboorvor L:(<..cAc Oe.t.US~ffe.._s 
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tremendous importance to a vast 
number of Alaskans, including 
commercial fishermen, subsistence 
users, sportsmen, bird watchers, 
recreational users, and marine 
mammal viewers. It is unlike any other 
area and hosts the largest migratory 
shorebird and waterfowl wetlands in 
the Northern Hemisphere." 

The appeal process could result in 
up to two or three months' delay in final 
approval of the tanker contingency 
plans. Once the plans are formally 
approved, they will be in effect lor 
three years. 

ADEC proposes to grant conditional 
approval to the 21 tanker contingency 
plans. Among the conditions is a 
directive that the shippers improve the 
perfurrnanGe ul escorts lhal 
accompany large tankers (more than 
190,000 DWT) through Valdez Narrows 
during the winter months. The ADEC 
would not order the shippers to use a 
tractor tug, but that is one or the 
options that would fulfill the 
requirement (See story, page1 ). 

Other proposed conditions of 
approval include: 

• Immediate notification of any 
changes in shippers' contractual 
relationships with response contractors 
hired to conduct spill response on the 
shippers' behalf. 

• More information to demonstrate 
various aspects of nearshore response, 
which uses small task forces to corral 
and recover spilled oil before it hits 
shore. 

• More information on availability of 
air cargo transportation during peak 
holiday seasons, and evaluation of 
water cargo transportation into Kodiak 
and Cordova. 

• Shippers must state by Nov. 30, 
1995, when they will finish identifying 
sensitive areas and areas of public 
concerns for the Prince Williarn Sound, 
Kodiak and the Kenai Peninsula areas. 

• Shippers must identify primary 
recreational use areas within Prince 
William Sound, and develop provisions 
in the contingency plan to minimize 
intrusion on remote recreational users . 

• Shippers must submit by Sept. 29, 
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What caused the decline of 
Coghill Lake? 

In the 1994 report on the 
Coghill Lake Restomtion Projecl, 
the ADF&G said that several hy
potheses have been proposed as 
causes for the decline in sockeye 
production, chief among them a 
decrease in zooplankton, small 
marine organismS which serve as 
feed for juvenile fishes. 
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was i89:6_1t. prove: in 1997, sockeyes will be 

"-riii'h994 smelt outmigration 
was the largest since the sampling 
began in 1989. and represents :l 

6-fold increase in estimated smolt 
abundance compared to 1993." 
according w th.: author;; of the 
ADF&G report. 

Preliminary ADF&G estim~tes 
from the 1995 :;molt ouunigration 
indicute that 1.5 million smelt em
igrated from Coghill Lake this 
spring, according to :t memo from 
Regional Limnologist Gary Kyle. 

How can lisheries mtlila~e
mcnt contribute to the restora

tion of Coghill? 
As Area 1\·l:magemcnt Biologist 

Slim Morstad states. "ADF&G is 
mandated under statute to protect 
and maintain wild stocks, it's our 
number one nussron 

This mission requires that !ish
cries man;:.!!t:tncnt measures be 

continued on back page 
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diversion of fishing effort 

!I;2:W.mJurt:u wild stocks by de
veloping early run timing stocks 

??····: .. ~·-remote releasing hatchery fish 
areas where harvest pressures 

on those fish will not impact wild 
stocks. 

f9r'FY96'rest:ora.tion did not 
•·e<< tf•e PWSAC proposal. 

at the recommendation of 

PWSAC's original proposal 
(95093) was submitted to the 
EVOS Trustee Council in 1994, 
for funding and implementation 
in summer, 1995. The project has 
since been reviewed at an Octo
ber, 1991. pinb(l!!non workshop, 
a salmon gene_tiGS;;Norkshop, a 
supplem~_~ta __ ut~_-:\\•Q;r~shop last 
J~uary0\?iiir ti)g-ie:ili~ I 00 sci
entists arid;fiSh~ry ·#)Jtp.,~gers, a 
round table me~ting/~Vorksession I\• ·bxe<:utJJve Director Molly Mc-

c,munoJn, the Council deferred 
their decision on tills and several 
other pink salmon projects until 

December. ,~>%f:}~ 
Proposa!,Q6093:\Restoration of 

-,_ -::CK,;"o-oi~"l\1~-' 

:~JY-S.-~i~[;~<i~Jf!lR:~~by Diversion 
!. ' _, -~~:o!HarVeSt-Eff8it:'fl3S been a long 

while in development and evolu
tion. The project has three sub
projects including two Universi
ty of Alaska projects related to 
e<~rly :;;tock development and gene
flow into wild stock populations: 
( l) quantitative genetic assessment 
of early-returning pink salmon 
brood stock; (2) population ge
netic assessment of gene flow 
from early return stock. 
PWSAC's sub-project includes 
wild stock inventory and assess
ment, integrated SEA (Sound 
Ecosystem Assessment) research 
at proposed remote release sites, 

during the EVOS FY95 Science 
\Vorkshop, and numerous small 
workgroup and teleconference 
sessions with University and 
ADF&G and EVOS staff. The 
proposal has been rewrinen to ad-
dress agency and reviewer con
cerns, but the long delays led to 
postponement of consideration for 
the 1995 funding cycle. PWSAC 
Special Projects Manager Ho\vard 
Ferren has led the project to this 
point. Newly appointed P\VSAC 
Chief Scientist Dr. Tim Linley is 
lhe current project leader. 

FY96 funding was to be an
nounced this summer; however, 
McCammon recommended on 
June 30 to defer funding for the 
project pending more detailed re
view of salmon genetic, stock 
identification and straying pro-

hop 
roject 

{gJpn:illy set for July, the 
project review has 

che:duled for November 
to the Trustee Coun

cil meeting in December. 
In a July 12 project 96093 re

view, Trustee Council Chief Sci
entist Dr. Robert Spies recom
mends: 

"1. With regard to alterations of 
run timing and/or remote release, 
previous guidance from the 
Trustee Council has emphasized 
the desirability of remote release 
rather than changes in run timing. 

2. Criteria outlined at the Jan
uary 1995 supplementation work
shop regarding biological risk 
need to be more specifically ad
dressed in the current proposal. 

3. Reiterating the Executive Di
rector's previol!s position, remote 
release sites need to be further 
considered, building upon the 
work previously done by theRe
gional Planning Team. including 
efforts to identify possible run tim
ing adjustments as a means of re
ducing wild stock harvest pres
sures." 

If 96093 is funded .in Decem
ber, project managers will have w 
move quickly to begin puuing in 
place required work for the 1996 
field season, seven years after the 
spill. Requested for FY96 is a to
tal of $960,000. As currently 
planned, 96093 is a seven-year 
project that will require EVOS 
Trustee Council funding of more 
than $5 million in costs. 
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PWSAC falls short of 
1995 return projections 

With shortfalls in pink, chum and sockeye 
returns, PWSAC's cost recovery revenue 
goals for the 1995 season have not been 
met. As of August 25, the corporation had a 
total of $3.31 million in fish sales, $2.8 mil
lion short of the corporation's revenue goal. 
Of the sales, $1.93 million came from pinks, 
$956,000 from chums, and $410,000 from 
sockeyes. 

Botl1 chums and Coghill-stock sockeyes 
returned at approximately half of-tqe pro
jected numbers, and provided approxlmately 
half tl1e expected revenue. The best pre
liminary estimate of the shortfall in the pink 
return is also half of the forecast system
wide. Cannery Creek Hatchery performed 
above projection, while both Wally No
erenberg and Armin F. Koemig Hatchedes 
received less than half of their projected re-
turns. 

( \C will end the season witl1 an es-

"'---> 

timated cash balance of $10.6 million. An
ticipating approximately $3.5 million of 
FY97 revenues, the corporation has there
sources to continue operc.tions for two years, 
according to PWSAC President/CEO Ted 
Achilles. 

A complete review of the cmTent season 
will be presented at the September 23-24 
Board of Directors meeting, along with the 
presentation of Business Plan 1996, and ils 
recommendations for corporate change, 
Achilles said. 

Operations Manager Eric Prestegard said 
that the numbers on returns of all species 
should be close to final'Jy the Board meet
ing, but that difficulties in interpretation of 
the coded wire tag (CWT) data remain a 
concern. A serious percentage of tag loss 
in recovered adipose-fin-clipped fish com
plicates the analysis, and makes it more dif
ficult to detennine the p~rcentage on:. ·, 

1• ' 
'-._.....' 

Seasonal employees at Wally Noerenberg Hatchery deliver live pink 
salmon in net pens to the tender vessel of a contract buyer. 

ery-produced fish in the fishery, Prestegard 
said. 

In reviewing preliminary nuni.bers, Prcste
gard said the early stock Eyak sockeyes re
turned to Main Bay Hatchery at about 70% 
of tl1e projection, "a pretty decent return for 
an expedmental group of fish." No cost re
covery and no commercial fishery were 
conducted on the Eyak stock, as the' num-

bers remain very small. Plans Call for in
creasing the size of the Eyak component at 
Main Bay. (See Main Bay story, this page.) 

The mid-timed, or Coghill stock returned 
to Main Bay at 50% of projection at best, 
Prestegard repcrted, and he was "not pleased 
with that return." However, the return of the 

continuer ·''l back page 
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PWSAC, continued from page I---------------

Coghill stock fish remote released at Coghill 
came in at 80% to 90% of the forecast, and 

· were harvested 100% by the commercial 
fishery. (See Coghill story, page 4.) 

On July 14, the hatchery seiner from 
Main Bay harvested and sold 13,568 
Coghill stock sockeyes at Marsha Bay on 
Knight Island. The number was added to 
the total harvested at Main Bay and became 
part of the PWSAC percentage. The return 
to Marsha Bay was a result of a release of 
surplus Coghill fry into the lake in 1992; 
Prestegard said that additional fish would 
return there next season as 5-year-olds. 

Of the combined returns to Main Bay, 
Coghill and Marsha Bay, PWSAC harvest
ed approximately 37%, Prestegard reported. 
Sockeyes sold at daily bid avernged S 1.20 a 
pound, while sockeyes sold under pre-sea
son contract averaged $1.39 a pound, ac
cording to Vice President/CFO Joe Martin. 

Nocrcnbcrg churns rctwued at about 60% 
to 70% of projection. Prestegard said that 
the four-year-old component of the return 
did not show well,- which was expected be- -
cause it sprang from the same brood year 
(1991) that produced the all-time lowest 
pink return to PWS hatcheries in 1993. The 
corporate share of the chums totaled closer 
to 50% than 40%, Prestegard said, but tak
en together (under aggregate management) 
with the Coghill stock sockeyes, the 
PWSAC percentage was under 40%. 

Bid sales of PWSAC chums averaged 
$0.63 a pound, with most of tl1e bid sales oc
cuning early in the season. Chum pre-sea
son contract sales avernged $0.49 a pound. 
The contract sales prices are based on the 
average daily grounds price paid to fisher
men by the major Sound buyers. Chum 
prices traditionaJJy decline after July 1 or 
2. PWSAC daily bid prices and grounds 
prices did drop 10 to 12 cents a pound after 
the end of June, but the grounds prices also 
began to decline earlier, at the beginning of 
the third week of June. 

Pinks atAFK and Noerenberg were a big 
·aisappointrnent. In looking for an explana
tion for the continuing shortfalls, ~anage
ment is closely examining coded wire tag 
data, and "patterns arc starting to emerge." 
(See related story, PWS pink salmon, front 
page.) 

PWSAC harvested 40% of the pinks for 
cost recovery. Pinks sold under Qaily bid 
for an average of $0.229 a pound at Can
nery Creek, and an average of $0.236 at 
Wally Noerenberg. Most of the pink bid 
sales were made towards lhe end of the sea
son, when prices tend to be lower, Martin 
said. Also, bid sales in general \verc limited 
due to the reduced size of the return. Un
der pre-season contract, pinks sold at an av
erage price of $0.259 a pound at AFK, 
$0.223 at Cannery Creek, and $0.231 at 
Noerenberg, Martin reported. 

Cog hi Jl, continued from page 4 -------------

returning from the 1992 escapement of 
29,000 fish. This year, the returning sock
eyes came from brood year 1990; when 
there was an escapement of9,200 fish. 

Can it get worse? "It can't !Zet anv worse 

Island, and Nelson Bay. Potential sites are 
evaluated on the basis of, among other con
siderations, non-interference with wild 
stocks, appropriate ffeshwater source, and 
accessibilitv. Nelson Bav ln:w he re~trir.tP.ti 



PWS pink salmon: 
.What's going on? · 
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:·--the pink s~htwn sc~Sdn ln Princ'e. 

, -~lliam _Sound is over, wi~1 the majori
.'ty.ofthe seine fleet putting their nets 
-~_way ___ wi~lO.~t ~hft.Ving .ciitighL~\Vlmt they 

· ~~e!lt~ miJk~Aray. Th~·""'ly pinks to .. 
; ~.!;1lomon Qwch l{atchery il(Villdez Am1 
~~ere strong~-:~-~'ct-.t~e.-·p-ihk n!tun~ ·to · 
P.WSAC's Cimnery Creek'I-Iatche•y was 
g~~ell~qt,·.,~~t th_~_r~o,J_IT,l_s,.t?t~O~_r_en~erg_·.-: 
•'!fldAnninR!{o2inig•"(AFKJ.Hatcheries 

/,":- -·- _·.: . .'"···--·.c_.··-· __ ,_-._._----"--··_",·. 

W"'ye !Jeen e)<lremely W.eate;,vit)l a pal-' 
;.~c;Utarly dis~trous showigg~tAFK:The> 
fjiilttern ip.)995Vias~ve'l;similarto that· in: 
4994.. . . . \;" ... . . 

iJ'The quesclon ~ing askedori the strbiot'' 
.~~9 af?~ind ~-lliler tables: >vhy_,";ere·pl~k: 
~k,lums so" weaktlli.s year~ and last year; 

_><, < iri weste~Yfince_:WilliaJllSound?· __ :- :: 
·: ,•1\s well a.s the" poor reifo,;,,ance of ·. 
the hatcher}t_--St8ckS iri. th~ <\r~~terri:a,I~d_c: 
~~orthweste~ ~reUs ·Of th~_-_SOund, ,Vild~,-; 
-~pi'nk Stock esca·p~ments h'a\:e-been'Un-;_ 
--s-~tisf<;ic'tOiy m-_the-Southwest~ Northwest· 
and Coghill Districts. In contrast, wild 

;-pink returns 'hav~-bcen strong in the :&ist:_·> 
em District, _and on the islands i~ the 
Southeast D-istrict. 
, "It is pretty obvious tlmt half the Sound'· 

·,did poorly. this year," said Dan Sharp, 
~ea management biologist af'the COr> 
d6va Dept. ofFish and Game: "There.is'· 
a pattern developing for this year and 
last, for both hatchery and wild stocb; .. 
lt"s a big mystery: what-is-driving the. 
western side of the Sound?" 

Althoughthere are other possible ex
Planations, Such a·S·'lingefing effects ~f 
th~ 1989 oil spill, speculation has fo

.-c_?s-ed on an i'~t_r~ased predator: popula-_,_:: 
Qon in the \Vf§t~rn .Sound,_ "iit~I1iliy C<itiij~ -~: 

continue¢ bll ~'qCk pd~~\ 

PWS PinkS, continucdfrompagel---------- ) 
away at the salmon fry - both wild and 
hatchery --'- as they emerge in the spring. 

r 

ADF&G biologists and other SEA (Sound 
Ecosysterri Assessment) program scientists 
agree: indications are that it may be a preda-

1 tor problem. Suspected predators include 
11 an increased pollock population, measured 

in the tens of tl10usands of tons in the west
{ ern corridors and passes by sonar re
I searchers at the Prince William Sound Sci
! ence Center in 1994 and 1995. 

According to PWSAC Operations Man
i ager Eric Presteganl, information provid
i ed by coded wire tags (CWf) from hatch
! ery fish in 1994 shows that not all release 
f groups of fry survived equally well. Groups 
; of fry released later in the spring survived at 
l much higher percentages than the larger 
j number of_fry in the mid-release groups. 
j Biologists hope that 1995 CWf data, when 
i available, may help them understand the 
i survival pattern, which they speculate has to 
i do with varying rates of predation on salmon 

. ; fry released at different times and different 
i sizes. 

ADF&G research biologist Mark Wil
: lette said that there_ is some evidence in his 
t work as part of the SEA program that the 
! !992 and 1993 pink salmon failures in PWS 
~ "·!~"'fP. c-:mse.d by predation. SEA researchers 
: conducted two broad-scale surveys of preda
. tor and plankton distribution throughout 

PWS in 1995. Information from the sur
veys should help if predator distribution is 
linked to the Sound-wide pattem of pink 
production. If pollock and/or otl1er predators 
are eating the fry, what can be done through 
fishery management to remedy the prob
lem? 

GROUNDFISH MANAGEMENT IN 
: · PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND-~· 
I 
J Witl1in harvest quotas set by tl1e federal 

government, the Alaska Dept. of Fish and 
Game manages groundfish openings and 
closings in PWS. According to ADF&G's 
James Brady, "pollock are definitely on the 
short list of key predators affecting pink 
salmon survival in PWS." 

Also, said Brady, pollock is a develop
ing fishery in PWS. ~st spring, three or 
four midwater trawlers from the Kodiak 
area ventured into the Sound, and in about 
lO days caught2.700 tons or pollock, much 
of it on the east side of Knight Island off 
Pt. 1-lckn. and in Port Bainbridge in the ex-

treme SW comer of the Sound. 
"The catch per hour was fantastic," sai 

Brady. 'There seemed to be a large spaw1 
ing aggregation in those areas, where the! 
had never been a fishery before .... h.istor 
harvest figures have been 10,000 to 13,0< 
pounds per season. And the fish were goc 
quality, with a high percentage of roe ar 
extremely low by catch." 

All of Prince William Sound is part ' 
the Eastern Gulf management unit, which 
federally managed by the National Mari• 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) Juneau offic 
according to Brady. Each unit is nianag( 
within the parameters of a Total Al!owab 
Catch (TAC) set annually by NMFS fc 
lowing surveys of the available biomass ru 
stock abundance trends. The TAC for 1, 
season was 3,360 tons for the whole Eastc 
Gulf, most of .which was taken in P\VS. 

'We had no idea what the biomass was 
PWS," said Brady. "All we had to go . 
was a 1989 trawl survey which estimat 
I 0,000 tons. We let the fishery go well I 
yond the federal allowable exploitatir-- --.\ 
of 15% of that estimated populatioL. J 
30%- before we closed it. The mal1al 
ment of PWS is locked into the federal Ti\ 

Once the TAC is reached, NMFS sh• 
down the Eastern Gulf, which they did ri: 
after we shut down l-'WS." 

If the State wanted to independently m; 
age pollock stocks in PWS, they would m 

to go to the North Pacific Fishery Mana; 
ment Council (NPFMC). They could : 
for one of two changes. One, to split ol 
percentage of the existing Eastern GulfT1 
just for PWS. Two, try to show that the P\ 
biomass was independent of the East' 
Gulf biomass so it should not be subtrac 
from tl1e Eastern GulfTAC. In either ca 

.. t.he stat.e would probably also need to pn 
that the PWS biomass was much larger tl 
presently estimated. 

Bill Bechtel, fom1er m<lnager of grou= 
fish in this region for ti1e Alaska Dept. 
Fish and Game, is a new member of 
Science Planning Team for the NPF~ 
and has been asked to take· infonnation 
PWS groundfish stocks to a meeting of· 
group next week, Brady said. Bee!::-, .... \ 
be carrying the data from the SEA p . .._) 
surveys done in 1994 and 1995. NMF 
apparently imerc~teJ in finding out n· 
about the Sound"s developing pollock ! 
cry and its ramifications. 
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Eyak C~rp~ ,answers criticisms .. -... : .. 1 
This!is in,respcinse to Cliff.Ward?s)efter,: 

(Aug:<:i.e6)1·-.on::!ther EyalF Corp .. and .. •thE! :. 
Exxon:: V,:aldez ··Oil ,,Spill • Trustee .·.Council .. 
negotiations:-•·.:.;;.;;'· ":Jc:''.: ·., · : · 

·. FirSt:::of:·Joall; .·I ,-.don't •.·appr~iat(! .:his 
. stere<:)typing Eyak shareholden\.by,saying, 
they:.;f'h;>V:e' ;conveniently. borrow(!d, ,j;he .. 
'white:·:manrhates .-us\...excuse .from· their 
brethren Outside." That's a.crock. and-an 
attitude .. that .. Alaskans .. ~ .N!l.tive . and 

. non.Native.alike .-.don't .want or-need .. 
Second· of· all, L don't.' appreciate his 

statemeut aLutit one· of Eyak's rcprcscnta 
tives gitinllig "personally from seeing that 
Eyak Corp. lands are clear-cut." That 
statement .is untrue, of course. · · 

Third,-M:r. Ward needs to give' the Eyak 
shareholders . .a· little. ,credit. -We: are,not: 
going to sell ·off our land, whiQh is ·our· 
birthright,;and take·a payoff just to make. 
environmental. extremists happy. We have 
always , been· viillirig · to · sell our. cominer, 
dal timber harvest rights, but the Trustee 
CounciLis not interested. . _:.. ... , . 

We log our land responsibly. We·have a 
right to -make a-decent -living like anyone 
else.·in.this .country. We are not.going to 
rape the land arid leave, like'· people· have 
in the Lower 48. We've always lived.here, 
and we:are here to stay. · .· ... ·. 
: By. the •Way, the information on: the $30 · 
inillion-land.-exchange is completely .false. 
·Cliff,. •please get your ·facts straight.,. Call 

·. the,.Eya]r office. next :tiriJ.e,: .:·; ,.. ..; :' '. 
' •:.•: . .., '·. · ·- Nancy Cecile Barnes 

· Juneau 

! .. '.~"'-'~:-·"·'-·-~·:-.·--··.······- .. 
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Opinion ) 

Are pollock eating our pinks? il MAKING A SPLASH:\'< 
CUI 1-das r..-s:: mee1 
Ptge 12. 

By.Heathe,r McCarty 

If pollock and oiher groundfish 
predator~ are eating pink salmori 
fry in the western Prince Willia·m 
Sound, and affecti~g adult returns, 
what can be done through man
agement to bring balance to the 
system? 

Within harvest quotas sel by 
the federal government, the 
Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game· 
manages groundfish openings and 
closings in Prince William Sound. 
Accordmg to AlJF&U 's James 
Brady, "Pollock are definitely on 
the short list of key predators 
affecting pink salmon survival in 
Prince William Sound." 

Also, said Brady, pollock is a 
developing fishery in the Sound. 
Last spring, three or four mid wa
ter trawlers from the Kodiak area 
ventured into the Sound, and in 
about 10 days caught 2,700 tons 
of pollock, much of it on the east 
side of Knight Island off Pt. 
Helen, and in Port Bainbridge in 
the C

1
Xtremc southwest corner of 

the..Sound. 
"The catch per hour was fan

tastic," said Brady. "There seemed 
to be a large spawning aggrega
tion in those areas, where there 
had never been a fishery before. 
Historic harvest figures have been 
10,000 to 13,000 pounds per sea-

with 

Commentary 
son. And the fish were good qual
ity, with a high percentage of roe 
and extremely low bycatch." 
· All of Pri.nce William Sound is 
part of the Eastern Gulf manage
ment unit, which is federally man
aged by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) Juneau 
office, according to Brady. Each 
unit is managed within the para
meters of a Total Allowable Catch 
(TAC) 'et uy NMfS following 
surveys of the available biomass 
and stock abundance trends. The 
TAC for last season was 3,360 
tons for the whole Eastern Gulf, 
most ofwhich was taken in PWS. 

"We had no idea what the bio
mass was in PWS," said Brady. 
"All we had to go on was a 1989 
trawl survey which estimated 
10,000 tons. We let the fishery go 
well beyond the federal allowable 
exploitation rate of 15 percent of 
the estimated pupulatiuu - lu JO 
pefcent- before we closed it. 
The management of PWS is 
locked into the federal TAC. Once 
the TAC is reached,.NMFS shuts 
down the Eastern Gulf, which they 
did right after we shut down 
PWS." · 

If the State wanted to indepen
dently manage pollock stocks in 

PWS, they would need to ·go to the 
North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (NPFMC). 
They could ask for one of two 
changes. One, to split off a. per
centage of the existing Eastern 
Gulf TACjust for PWS. Two, try 
to show that the PWS biomass was 
independent of the Eastern Gulf 
biomass so it should not be sub: 
iracted from the Eastern. Gulf 
TAC. In either ose, the 'tate 
would probably also heed to prove 
that the PWS biomass was inuch 
larger than presently estimated. 

Bill Bechtel, former· manager 
of ground fish in this region for the 
ADF&G, is a new member of the 
Science Planning Team for the 
NPFMC, and has been asked to 
take information on PWS ground
fish stocks to a meeting of that 
group next week, Brady said. 
Bechtel will be carrying the data 
f1 om the SEA program survoyG 
done in 1994 and 1995. NMFS is 
apparently interested in finding 
out more about the Sound's d~vel
oping pollock fishery and ·its ram
ifications. 

Heather McCarty is amember 
of the Prince William Sound 
Aquaculture Corp. 
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Kenai Peninsula Borough Mayor Don Gilman talks to fanner legislator Paul Fischer, 
as Fischer flips hamburgers at the Oil Appreciation Day celebration held Saturday at 
Lei! Hansen. Memorial Park in Kenai. The second annual celebration was attended by 
over 1 ,400 area residents, who gathered to listen to bands, eat food ~nd drink, and 
thank area indusirial companies for their contributions to the commumty. The event 
was organized by Aaron Goforth, Jack Brown and many other volunteers. 

I speak on L-------------~--~-----------------------a is being 
}Jus; Jean 
! a presen
. of Home 
'held Jan. 
on, Texas. 

oc androy
_i.t of other 
·.led to the. 
today. The 
I 
1 the COJ!n-
~ent of 

Black of Area Alaska Inc., who will discuss 
"AAI Purchasing Strategy and Implementation 
Process.u · 

Cost is $10 for members and $12 for non
members. For information, call563-2226. 

Sealife Center gets $150,000 

be a record ·season for the cruise business in 
Alaska. Despite canceling six of its 102 cruise 
ship sailings, the company projects it will carry 
more passengers in 1995 than 1994. . 

"All of our' estimates revealed we wmild 
have our best year ever in '95," said Peter 
Ratcliffe, president of Princess .Tours. · 

· For the flrst time the company· has sold 
The Alaska SeaLife.Center has received a 50,000 cruise tours, up from a record 44,000 in 

· $150,000 cash donation from the Seward 1994. · . · 
branch of NationafB.ink of Alaska. The money . Princes{attributes the record year to the 
will go toward the capital fund-raising C3li)c popularity 'Of the .Gulf of Alaska, "Voyage of 
paign that will fund.' the visitor com~nent of . the Glaciers"• .cruise itinerary between. 
the center. · · · · · · Vancouver; British Columbia and Seward. For 

NBA supports the center, said NBA branch 1995, Princess increased capacity on this itin
' Gault and manager Lori praper. "It will be a tremendous · erary by 25 percent: 
'e report at asset to the area, both in terms of scientific · Princess also said that its passenger evalua
•jto .noon at knowledge gained and as a tremendous visitor tion surveys' show customer satisfaction with 
·mmis.sion · attraction:• ·. ' '· ·· · · : · Princess overall also is higher than last year's 

.. 

. ~West Sixth The cente(~ mission is to conduct long-term record levels. 
Den to the research and monitoiilig prograJ!!s required to · · For· 1996, Princess again will 'deploy srx of 

. · .... /ed to tli~ rehabiiitate and restore marine mainmals,·birds . .'nine cruise ships to Alaska and expects to carry 
':egislative and othe: ma?ne life inju;ed by. the. Exxon over 150,000 passengers on Alaska cruises and 
!. _YalA_cz oil sptll. Constmctmn began m May. cruise tours. 

·c' .:; ·'and ine facility'·is:·expected·to.be.opeR-o\h!l>.p!l!>oc-·~-· '"•':co.~~ .- .... -~-.. .. .. 
· t" licin)une 1998.· V h · 1· ·. · b :· :d--~ .. "·rd'·· -e mg ..... · ..... -..... :;· .. · ... ..... .... . . .. . .. ... . eterans orne ()~Q. or. _s so.."'''···. 
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Prince William Sound salmon: What's going on? 
By Heather McCarty 

For The Vanguard 

The pink salmon ~eason in Prince 
William Sound is drawing to a close, with 
the majority of the' seine. fleet putting their 
nets away without having caught what they 
needed to make it pay. 

The early pinks to Solomon Gulch hatch·· 
ery in Valdez Arm were strong, and the pink 
returri to PWSAC's Cannery Creek 
natchery was excellent, but the returns to 
Noerenberg andArmin F. Koerning (AFK) 
Hatcheries have been extremely weak, with 
a particularly disastrous showing at AFK. 

In addition to the poor performance of 
the hatchery stocks in the western and 
wrthwestern areas of the Sound, wild pink 
stock escapements have been weak in the 
Southwest, Northwest and Coghill Districts. 
b contrast, wild pink returns have been 

·it 

Commentary 
strong in the Eastern District, and on the 
islands in the Southeast District. Why have 
pink returns this year and last year been so 
weak in western Prince William Sound? 

"It is pretty obvious that half the Sound 
did poorly this year, " said Dan Sharp, area 
management biologist at the Cordova Dept. 
ofFish and Game. "There is a pattern devei-· 
oping for this year and last, for both. hatch
ery and wild stocks. It's a big mystery: what 
is driving the western side of the Sound?" 

Although there are otter possible expla- . 
nations, such as lingering effects of the 1989 
oil spill, speculation has focuses on an 
increased predator population in the western 
Sound, literally eating away at the salmon 
fry - both wild and hatchery - as they 
emerge in the spring. ADF&G biologists 

and other SEA program scientists agree: 
indications are that it may be a predator 
problem. 

Suspected predators include an increased 
pollock population, measured in tens of 
thousands of tons in the western corridors ·· 
and passes by sonar researchers at ihe 
Prince William Sound Science Center in 
1994 and 1995. 

According to Prince William Sound 
Aquaculture Corporation Operations 
Manager Eric Prestegard, information pro
vided by the recovery of coded wire tags 
from hatchery fish indicates that not all 
release groups of fry survived equally well. 
Groups of fry released later .in the spring 
.survived at much higher percentages than 
the larger number of fry in the mid-release 
groups. Biologists hope that 1995 coded 
wire tag data will help them understand the 
survival pattern, which they speculate has to 

.do. with varying rates of predation on 
salmon fry released at 'different ·times and 
different sizes. 

ADF&G research biologist Mark 
Willette said there is some evidence in his 
work as part of the SEA prog;am that the 
1992 and 1993 pink salmon failures in PWS 
were caused by predation. SEA researchers 
conducted two broad-scale surveys of 
pr,edator and plankton distributi.on through
out PWS in 1995. Information from the sur
veys should help if predator distribution is 
linked to the Sound:wide pattern of pink 
production. If pollock and/or other pred.a
tors are eating the fry, what can be done 
through fishery management to remedy the 

· problem? This column next week will dis
cuss PWS groundfish management. · 

• Heather Mcarty is a member of the 
Prince. William Sound Aquaculture 
Corporation. 

~t~~~u~ 
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Eric goes under 
PWSAC Operations Ivlanager Eric 

Prestegard was one of the dunke~ recently 
in a Dunk Tank fund raiser for the Cordova 
Family Resource Center. The end of Au- · 
gust benefit was one of the main events in 
the Black Top Boogie on Cordova's newly 
repaved and lighted Main sn·eet. 

Joining Prestegard on the cold seat were 
town luminaries such as Mayor Margy 
Johnson, Coast Guard Commander Jim 
Beckham, Body Builder Mary Franklin, 

\jwJ'l-1 '1')d'~ 
J?W f/5 

and ADF&G managers Dan Sharp and Slim 
Morstad. The Ops Manager estimated that 
he went in 20 times in 15 minutes, and said 
his tormentors were "about evenly divided 
between gillncttcrs and seiners, but the worst 
was a four-year-old with a good aim." 

The event was reminiscent of the ukl Uays 
when Prestegard was Manager of AFK 
Hatchery, and got thrown in the Sound at 
the end of eggtake. 

On June 1, a not-sc 
PWSAC hatchery rna 
placed Eric 
ager at the 
at three 

resulted in a cascade o 
enced permanent staf 
places into more resp 
the hatcheries. 

Jeff has been with I 
first as a seasonal and 
turist beginillng in 19. 
named Assistant Man111 
Hatchery (CCH), mo• 
in 1991.1n 1993 hew' 
Hatchery (MBH) Man; 
eren berg Hatchery (' 
1994. Jeff is married to 
couple has two child 

· Joseph, 3. The family 
life, but are now really 
ties of town life, "all ' 
keep the dogs tied up." 

Jeff was replaced as 
by Andrea Tesch, for. 
tant Hatchery Manager. 
company in 1987 as a 
wiu'1 an extensive bac1-·-... \ 

ing in East Africa S _ ) 
turist at WNH in 1986:· 
visor in 1989, and Assi' 
ager in 1990. Andrea r. 
netter in 1991, and lives 
her husband, Charlie ~ 
Eric. 

Christine Mitchell w' 
Tesch as Assistant Ha 
WNH. With the compan 
tine became a Fish C 

· .. ) 
···-·· 
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Pink otolith marking 
~quipment in hatcheries 
:!?Thanks to several years of united effort by 
, I 

Q·sl-:ermen and biologists, a new system to 
n\a,-k all tl1e pink salmon released from four 
l~f~i::heries in Prince William Sound is in 
P,)fl'Oe and ready for operation. The tech
'll9"e, called thermal otolilh mass marking, 
tlses temperature fluctuations in water cir-
IJ.~ . ' 
c.ulal!ng through the hatcllCIY mcubators to 
c~Use permanent marks to be fanned on the 
otolith, a tiny bone in the salmon's inner 
e.ar. Marking equipment has been installed 
at FWSAC's Armin F. Koemig, Wally No
~rbberg and Cannery Creek Hatcheries, 
ahct at the Solomon Gulch Hatchery oper
ated by the Valdez Fisheries Development 
Association. 

The otolith 

of the coded wire tags. 
By marking all the hatchery-produced 

pinks entering the Sound, fistery biologists 
will be able to more reliably differentiate 
those fish from wild pink salmon. This in
formation will allow fishery managers to 
focus commercial harvests on hatchery 
stocks in order to protect wild pink slOcks, 
particularly those in the Soutl1west District 
of tl1e Sound most heavily injured by the 
1989 oil spill. 

In the usual hatchery environment, cold 
fresh water is constant! y circulated through 
the incubator trays holding the fertilized 
salmon eggs and, later, the hatched fish. 
The otolith marking process takes place be

October and December, requiring the 
unit to increase the' wa- J\FK Hatchery staff, left to right, Fish Culturist II Chris Schnipke, 

Assistant Hatchery Manager Chuck Pratt, and a seasonal employee 
inspect the newly-installed otolith marking boiler after a test run. 

cet:tage of the hateheryifi.sh.Bowever, t 
make sure of the reliability,6£'~((>jiih1nJarl 
ing, the CWT program ',, 

cern that imbedding a coded wire tag in the 
s~~.;('f{L:rose of a fish diminishes its abilitY to im

give us greater flexibility and certainty to 
help answer some of these questions," said 
Mark Willette, ADF&G research biologist. two more years. . 

· Most of the cost of otolith marking in
stallation m1d operations through FY96 have 
b,een funded by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
(EVOS) Trustee Council, with eoneeptu"al 
ap]:roval of funding through 1998, The over
lqpping CWT recovery is also funded 
ti\tough FY96, with conceptual approval 
through 1998. Ops Manager Erie Preste
iJI!H says tlun PWSAC will be bcming some 
c\i>¢rational costs for U1e otolith program, 
anc will continue· to pay for tl1e application 
(l:'~ 
!!<\ 

in 
ing all of 
crease the certainty of fishery managers 
dealing with in-season harvest allocations. 
Also, otolith marking docs r.ot require the 
human handling or each rry in the applica
tion of coded wire tags, decreasing the stress 
on the fish. In addition, there is some Con-

·;, 
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retum to its release location -

-----

Studies being undertaken by NOAA (Na
tional Oceanographic and Atmospheric Ad
ministration) in the Gulf of Alaska will also 
. benefit from the marked fish, making it pos
sible for investigators \o detemaJne the mi
gratory paths and behavior of pink salmon, 
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N;ew strategy would overhaul spill compensation 
By M'ARLA CONE 
Los Angeles Times 

A'ih·Jusand or so sea birds die 
a slo-l.v death. Miles of popular 
bea¢lies are closed to surfers and 
swimmers for weeks. Tiny shim
mering grunion are killed en 
maSse as they spawn. 

This oil-slicked wasteland was 
long' ago cleaned up, but the 
afterlnath of the 1990 Huntington 
Beach, Calif., spill - as well as 
the. Exxon Valdez disaster in 
Al~:':lka and other oil :accidents 
from Santa Barbara, Calif., to 
New Jersey - still resonates as 
officials mold a new policy guid
ing how the American people 
will be compensated for oil 
spills. 

How should oil companies 
make amends for inflicting such 

~·~ ,,. 
i\,,) 

)': .~ 

fd"i 

., 
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intangible pain as a miss.ed 
morning of surf or the death of a 
sea otter? 

Federal officials have wrestled 
with formulating a fair compen
sation policy since 1990, and the 
latest twist comes in a controver
sial Clinton administration pro
posaL The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
which is seeking comments.ori its 
proposal at a San Francisco pub
lic meeting today and Thursday, 
faces a court-ordered Dec. 31 
deadline to adopt a final rule. 

Because of concerns voiced 
largely by the oil industry, the 
administration has scrapped its 
original policy that put a price 
tag on each animal, acre of wet
land or day of recreation. 

Under the earlier strategy, the 

government performed some un
usual calculations based on pub
lic opinion polls: What is a day of 
swimming in the ocean or walk
ing en the beach worth? What 
wo.uld people' pay to save an 
otter or a pelican from dying in 
an oil slick? 

The new damage assessment 
formula has a far different 
thrust: Don't affix a value, just 
fix it. ' 

Fo:- instance, if 20,000 beach
goers were turned away, the oil 
company responsible for the spill 
would boost access by that· same 
number of people, perhaps by 
building a parking lot or walk
way or widening a beach. If 10 
sea :~tters died, the company 
would restore kelp or take some 
other step to, increase surviving 

I 
\...J' 

otters by 10. 
"This approach is so vastly 

different from the way we've 
done it before," said Linda Bur
lington, chief of NOAA's damage 
assessment team. 

Federal economists: and attor
neys say the public would be 
more equitably and expeditious
ly compensated. And the oil in
dustry generally pref-ers the new 
technique as a less ar'oitrary way 
to pay the American people what 
they are due. 

But environmentalists and 
some California oil-spill experts 
worry that it may lower damage 
settlements and insufficiently re
imburse the public. T::tey also say 
that the policy seems so rigid it 
could limit options f·Jr replacing 
the losses and bog dcwn already 

lengthy legal battles. 
The philosophy behind the pol

icies is that companies responsi-· 
ble for a spill shouldn't just 
clean up the mess and pay emer-. 
gency response bills. They also 
are liable for injury to Wildlife 

.and temporary loss of recreation 
when beaches and marinas are: 
shut down. , 

Under the new strategy, state 
and federal.agencies - acting as 
trustees - would team with the 
oil c_ompany to measure the 
losses, and then seek damages to 
provide services or resources of 
"the same type and quality" as 
those injured. 

Only if no direct replacement 
is available can the trustees try 
to seek a comparable solution. 

'-_.;"; 
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Newly found map suggests historic shipyard 
,., 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

·SEWARD. - A Fairbanks an
thropologist researching Russian 
navy archives has found a map she 
says indicates a historic 18th cen
tury shipyard was located where 
Seward's marine life center will be 
built. 

?he discovery at Russia's St. 
Petersburg archives could mean 
added costs for the Alaska SeaLife 
Center if a comprehensive excava
tion is required. 

The map, located by University 
of Alaska Fairbanks researcher 
Lydia Black, shows an old Russian 
set:lement and the site of two pre
viously unknown Kenaitze Indian 
camps, at the head of Resurrection 
Bay. 
. Researchers are eager to study 

the char( whi¢ti' may clarify de
bale .. abo~t the lo'cation in ·present•'· 
day Seward of the Russian ship· 

The map, located by a University of Alaska 
Fairbanks researcher, shows an old 
Russian settlement and the site of two 
previously unknown Kenaitze Indian 
camps, at the head of Resurrection Bay. 
.. 
yard that produced the Phoenix - the site of the former Russian set
the first ship built on North Ameri- tlement, alo,ng the coast at the 
ca's west coast. southern end of town. 

Historians have established that Excavation already was :Jnder 
the triple-masted, full-rig Phoenix consideration at the SeaLife site, 
was launched from Seward in 1794. where animal bones and other arti-

The map, which dates to 1850, is facts have been unearthed. Offi· 
attributed to Russian captain cials say it .appears items t:ncov· 
Ilarion .Arkhimandritov who .sur~ ... ered .so 1.far.date to the earl~· 20th 
veyed ·Prince William Sound ·and .century, including ·many ·artifacts 
·Resurrection ·Bay. His drawing from the Lowell family homestead 
shows a dot, which he labeled as which predates the arrival cf city 

founders. 
An archaeologist is monitoring 

the construction site but officials 
say no Russian artifacts have been 
found so far. Tim Smith, an ar
chaeologist with the state Historic 
Preservation Office, told the Sew
ard Phoenix Log that the map 
probably would not instigate a full
scale dig. 

"I've also seen maps that show 
the shipyard other places," Smith 
said. "At this point, there's noth
ing to indicate (the yard) is in the 
project area other than a dot on a 
map that may not be accurate." 

But Tim Sczawinski, a former 
archaeologist and a consultant to 
Seward's historic preservation 
commission, said even before see· 
ing the arch,ives. map he had be· 
lie~ed the shipyard v.:as p'robably 
locateU. ·where the SeaLife .. Center 
will be. 

··~· 



drained. 
its Ko 
dragged down _ 
Exxon Valdez trustees · 'over sale of 
scenic property. . .. ::. , . · . 

Murkowski':s move would· probably 
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said theii:-. land 
· litter . and off-. 

just doing 
r:it:'Native: corporations everywhere 
Ala:ska·'are doing these days. Begin

ning in June, :t would cost Kodiak 
residents $15 to go fishing for a day on 

Please see Back Page, KODIAK 

0 1 2 3 4 
>--+--
Scale in m11es 

.. ::;. 

'"\'.,. 

'•··' 

RON 

------------------~-----------4~;--------------------

\ .. __.,.,· ·..._._/· 



J 
KODIAK: Land squabble burns on 

Continued from Page A-1 I 
the American or Olds· riv
ers; annual fishing permits 
could be purchased for 
$125. 

K_odiak went ballistic. 
~ad1o call-in shows were 
Jammed with angry callers 
Local sporting goods store~ 
refused to sell the permits. 
And suddenly Stratman's 
~hallenge of Leisnoi's legit
Imacy became a cause ce
lebre. 

"When there's a nice 
day, there's just a chain of 
cars going out the road. 
These permits covered all 
the popular ·places," said 
Bud Cassidy, resource 
manager for the Kodiak 
Island Borough. "In the, 
process of screaming and 
yelling, folks found out 
Murkowski was trying ·-to 
get something through 
Congress. It was really ter
rible timing." 

T.r'ir,noi rlid a quick 
about-face and dropped the 
fees. But that didn't stop 
the protests. Two weeks 
ago, the Kodiak Island 
Borough Assembly passed 
a resolution telling Con
gress, in effect, to butt· out 
and let the courts decide 
whether Leisnoi had a 
right to iht: land along Ko· 
diak's road system. The 
vote was 6-1. 

"To have a landowner 
that prominent, and maybe 
their acquisition was by 
fraud, has caused a lot of 
disrespect, anger and frus
tration," said Lisa Henne
man, a librarian who testi
fied in favor of the 
resolution. "There's going 
to be no healing or closure 
if people feel there's been a 
backroom political deal." 

Leisnoi officials say they 
are still willing to negoti
ate with the borough to 
allow public accesS to cer
tain areas. But they were 
angry about the assembly's 
action. 

"My people think what 
happened at the borough- is 
a racist thing because a lot 
of white people in Kodiak 
don't like the Nativf;)p and 
want to get the land.back," 
said Leisnoi attoiiieY Ed
gar Paul BoykO. 

"Obviously they chose 
to meddle in the affairs of 
a private dispute between 
private entities," Leisnoi 
president Ed Ward said in 
a tersely worded state
ment. "We're very disap· 
pointed." 

7._:> - tv 
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'To have a landowner that prominent, 
and maybe their acquisition was by 
fraud, has caused a lot of disrespect, 
anger and frustration. ' 

1970, the qualifying date 
for the-land claims act, the 
village had pretty much 
dispersed. Today, half of 
Leisnoi's 328 shareholders 
live outside Alaska, and 
only 21 percent live on 
Kodiak. 

"If you're going to argue 
'My heart lies on Woody 
Island bUt my body lies 
here in Kodiak every 
night,' then those are the 
facts you put in your affi
davit," said Stratman's 
lawyer, Michael Schneider. 
"That's not what happened 
here. You had a bunch of 
!JC.Oplc tJigning affifl>~Vit<: in 
order to grab the most 
valuable land on Kodiak." 

Leisnoi's defenders point 
out that the land claims 
act, which created regional 
and village corporations to 
administer shares of a $1-
billion, 44-million·acre set
tlement, forced Congress to 
pin down a sense of home 
that was often hard to de
fine among Alaska Na
tives. 

Seven other Kodiak 
"settlements" were given 
small grants by Congress 
in 1980 to resolve disputed 
land claims. But the Woody 
Island group's claim, ap
proved by the government 
in 1975 on the basis of 
Native affidavits, pro
ceeded on its own into le
gal purgatory. 

Stratman's lawyers got 
some of the original "resi
dents" to recant, and ac
cused organizers of submit
ting photographs of 
governrrlent housing for 
aviation workers. Leisnoi's 
lawyers now admit the 
sworn affidavits used to 
prove the existence of a 
Woody. Island village in 
1970 won't stand up. 

But they said Woody Is
land· qualified anyway un
der a separate "act of God" 
regulation: They said the 
village had as many as 41 
residents between 1960 and 
1964, when the earthquake 
and tsunami knocked out 
ties to the main island and 
Woody Island was given 

~ 

- Usa Henneman 

ing deal. 
"He was going to be the 

richest man on Kodiak Is
land," said Boyko. "Strat
man thought he had a ham
mer he could use on 
Leisnoi by basically bank
rupting them, shutting L 
down logging and freezing ~
their assets_ He could then ~ 
make them buy their free- v 
dam by giving him land :k_ 
and money." ~-

Schneider responds that 
Stratman doesn't want a j 
lot of land because he 
couldn't afford the taxes 
and his concern for public 
nrrPss is P.enuine. "He:f 
won't settle unless they ad- ' 
dress the various publici 
needs,'' Schneider· said. 

Leisnoi has not been 
easy to portray as a help
less victim of extortion, 
either. At one point the 
corporation nailed an evic
tion notice on Stratman's 
door because a clerical er
ror included his homestead 
in a legal description of 
Leisnoi 's holdings. 

Star-crossed from the 
start, Leis·noi has spent 
more than $1 million on 
legal fees in the past 20 
years, company officials 
say. Some of that money 
has been spent on internal 
squabbling. 

Last year, the company's 
managers were sacked af
ter a coup, and the new 
board of directors asked 
Alaska State Troopers to 
investigate alleged misuse 
of funds (the investigation 
is continuing, a trooper 
spokesman said last week). 
Meanwhile, a tape was 
broadcast of interim presi
dent Fred Zharoff boasting 
to the board that his posi
tion as a state senator 
meant special favors for 
Leispoi; Zharoff was let off 
by the state ethics com
mittee after a .public apolo
gy. 

Leisnoi's logging of old
growth forests on Cape 
Chiniak generated opposi
tion from some Kodiak res
idents and more lawsuits 
involving timber contracts. 

"> 



To many Kodiak resi
dents, however, the con
gressional action sought by 
Leisnoi amounts to med
dling on a far greater scale. 

"It would be like after a 
year of everyone being 
glued to their TVs watch
ing the O.J. trial, they'd 
say now we're going to let 
Congress decide this," said 
Assembly Member Suzanne 
Hancock, who sponsoted 
the borough resolution. 

''We kind of walked into 
this issue and I'm not sure 
we know exactly how to 
get out of it," said Mur
kowski spok.esman Chuck 
Kleeschulte. "All we were 
trying to do ·was clear up 
the (land) title issue. If 
we'd realized that two 
weeks after we prepared 
the legislation they were 
going to impose fees, we 
might not have gone 
ahead." 

When Congress recon
venes this week, resolution 
of the Leisnoi dilemma 
will be up to Rep. Don 
Young, R-Alaska. 

The Leisnoi provision 
passed the Senate Aug. 3 
as part of a package of 
Alaska land claims amend
ments. The House of Rep
resentatives had already 
passed its own package of 
amendments, without in
cluding Leisnoi. It wili be 
up to Young - as Alaska's 
sole House member and as 
chairman of the House Re
sources Committee - to 
decide whether to accept 
the Leisnoi measure or 
leave resolution of the 
lands issue to the courts. 

Repeated calls to 
Young's office and the 
House Resources Commit
tee requesting information 
on the Leisnoi bill were 
not retumed in the past 
week. 

Leisnoi was created to 
represent the Native .vil
lage of Woody Island, 
which was a Native com
munity just outside 
"white" Kodiak dttting 
from the 19th century. By 

up. 
Schneider disagrees, say

ing the pre-1964 number 
was more like eight or· 10. 

Remarkably, this essen
tial historical dispute has 
never been aired, either in 
court or in administrative 
appeals. Instead, lawyers 
have kept busy: for two 
decades with procedural 
appeals and collapsed set
tlement negotiations. 

Stratman first raised 
questions about Leisnoi's 
origins in 1976, after his 
federal grazing lease was 
turned over to the new 
Native corporation. A 
homesteader with a reputa
tion for being emery, he 
has several hundred head 
of cattle and a tourist 
lodge on his ranch in the 
grasslands east Of town. 

"I'm a pretty stubborn 
individual," said Strat
man, who estimates he's 
spent more than $100,000 
on attorney fees, owes 
even more and has sued 
one of his former lawyers 
for malpractice. "I made a 
vow to see this through, 
but I'm tired and sick and 
want to get on with my 
life." 

"He's nobody's vision of 
a folk hero," admits Han
cock, who carried his cause 
to the borough assembly. 
"Alaska's full of people 
like him. They're not the 
easiest people in the world 
to get along with. But he's 
the only one who's been 
pushing this." 

Lawyers on both sides 
understand that success 
now depends partly on 
how the public sees their 
clients. 

Boyko portrays Strat
man as a gold-digger who 
has dressed up his claim 
lately by talking about 
open spaces and public ac
cess. In 1982, Stratman was 
willing to settle the law
suit if Leisnoi would sell 
him· 17,000 acres at a bar
gain price of $13 an acre. 
Earlier this year, Boyko 
said, Stratman was wimng 
to cut a similar self~em:ich-

Recently, an effort to sell 
1,020 scenic acres at Termi
nation Point to the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustees 
Council has been shelved, 
at least temporarily, be
cause Stratman insisted 
any funds be set aside un
til his lawsuit is resolved. 

Stratman's case sparked 
back to life last December 
when a federal appeals 
court ruled his complaint 
could be revived because a 
1982 settlement had col
lapsed. Currently, differ
ent aspects of the lawsuit 
are being. fought at four 
levels: U.S. District Court, 
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, the U.S. Su
preme Court, and Alaska 
Superior Court. 

In July, the federal gov
ernment filed an appQal 
brief supporting Leisnoi. A 
federal lawyer argued that 
Stratman's claim of repre
senting the public interest 
is bogus because Leisnoi 
received legal title to its 
land long ago. Therefore, 
the Department of Justice 
said, even if Stratman 
wins and Leisnoi is decerti
fied as a Native corpora
tion, the land cannot be 
returned to the govern
ment. 

Schneider calls that ar
gument ludicrous. 

"This is <1 bure<l\1Cr<'ltk 
position taken by a govern
ment agency trying to de
fend its bungling," he said. 

Further settlement nego
tiations appear stalled 
while everyone waits to 
see how Congress acts. But 
some Kodiak residents say 
it might be best if a judge 
somev.:here sits down with 
the conflicting historical 
accounts and sorts out the 
truth about Woody Island. 

"I'm concerned about 
the community's well-be
ing and letting us all be 
neighbors again," said bor
ough assembly member 
Hancock. "I think there's a 
lot of ill feeling in this 
community that will be 
dissipated, win ';:r lose, if 
it's handled by lne court." 



/ ·. L: , . ·, 
. . . \ ... ___ . .:" . . ' ) . \ ... ~' 

~--~p"put~ .. ~~~~~~~ .. ~.~.~~Y~.r~ .. ~~. ~~~~r.~ .. ~=.~L~~~."~~!~., 
l 

SEWARD - A Fair- camps at the head of Res- drawing shows a dot, an archaeologist with the where the SeaLife Center SeaLife Center would be 
banks anthropologist re- urrection Bay. which he labeled as the site state Historic Preservation will be, because the coastal on fill that was placed in 
searching Russian naval ar- Researchers are eager to of the former Russian. set- Office, told the Seward site was an attractive set- the bay over the past 50 
chives has found a map study the chart, which may tlement, along the coast at Phoenix Log that the map ting for early settlers. years. 

Z that. indicates a historic clarify debate about the the southern end of town. probably would not insti- S "th "d th 
~ 18th century shipyard was location in present-day Excavation at the Sea-L- gate a full-scale dig. . m1 sal e .map 
Si located where Seward's Seward of the Russian ife site has already un- "I've also seen maps r:uses. some questiOns, 

marine life· center will be shipyard that produced the earthed animal bones and that show the shipyard ~~nee 5~ was draft mfhe 
built. Phoenix, the first ship other artifacts. Officials othE~r places," Smith said. an . years .a er e 

~ The discovery at Rus- built on North America's say it appears items uncov- "AI. this point, there's Phoemx was b~llt and 30 
...( sia's St. Petersburg ar- west coast. ered so far date to the nothing to indicate (the ye;;trs after Russlan settlers 
'-I) chive3 could mean added· Historians have estab- early 20th century, includ- yard) is in the project area qlllt the area. 
v\ costs for the Alaska Sea- lished that the triple-mast- ing many artifacts from other than a dot on a map He said that even if the 

Life Center if a comprehen- ed, full-rig Phoenix was the Lowell family home· that may not be accurate." map does show the ship
sive excavation" is required. launched from Seward in ste;;td. which predates the But Tim Sczav:insl:.i, a yard, the exact site may 

The map, located by 1794. arnval of the founders of former archaeologist and a never be found since Sew-
University of Alaska Fair- The map, which dates to the modern town. consultant to Seward'E his- ard's shoreline has changed 
banks researcher Lydia 1850, is attributed to Rus- An archaeologist is man- toric preservation corr..mis- from the 1790s, when it 
Black, shows an old Rus- sian captain Ilarion Arkhi- itoring the construction sian, said even before see- may have been as much as 
sian settlement and the mandritov, who surveyed site but officials say no ing the archives rna? he 80 feet inland from today's 
site of two previously un- Prince William Sound and Russian artifacts have been had believed tl)e shipyard coastline. 

Black, a noted authority 
on Russian Alaska, said 
she's convinced the chart 
correctly lo"cates the ship
yard because it agrees with 
earlier maps. She said Ar
khimandritov was an "ex
ceedingly able" seaman 
who had produced a clear 
map. 

The anthropologist said 
she was studying archives 
for another project when 
she located the map in Ju
ly. 
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Service Company, Alaska 
Commercial Company, the First 
National Bank of Anchorage, the 
National Bank of Alaska, North 
Pacific Processors, Ocean Beauty 
Seafood, Silver Lining and Era 
Aviation. The support from Cordova 
and statewide businesses, local 
schools and community volunteers is 
making this program a reality, 
although additional support is needed 
to finance the program for a full 
school year, according to organizers. 

:..-

Parents and other community 
members who wish to be involved or 
would like to financially support the 
program can contact Kellee Rose at 
the Cordova Chamber of Commerce, 
424-7260, or Clara Popelka at NBA, 
424-3258. 
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PWS PINK SALMON: WHAT'S GOING ON? 
The pink salmon season in Prince William sound is drawing to a close, with the majority of 

lht: seine lkct pulling their nets aw;ty without having caught what they needed to make it pay. The 
early pinks to Solomon Gulch 1\atchcry in Valth::zAml were strong, and the pink return to PWSAC's 
Cannery ~reck Hatchery \va:- excellent, but the returns to Nocrcnbcrg ai1d Arm in F Kocrnig (AFK) 
1-l:ttchcric·s h:tve bct:n extreme! y weak, with 11 pcuticularl y disastrous showing at AFK. 

!n addition to the poor pcrformancl! or the h<ltchery stocks in the wc:-;tcrn and northwestern 
areas of the Sound, wild pink stock csc:1pements have been weak in the Southwest, Northwest and 
Coghill districts. In wntrast, wild pink stock escapements have been weak in the Eastern Distri~f. 
and on the islands in the Southeast District. Why have pink returns this year and last year been so 
weak in western Prince William Sound? 

It is pretty obvious that half the Sound did poorly this year," said Dan Sharp, area manage
ment biologist at the Cordova Dept. of f-ish and Game. "There is a pall ern developing for this year 
and [;1st, for both hatchery and wild stocks. It is n big mystery: what is driving the western side of 
the Sound?" 

Although there arc arc other possible explanations, such as lingering effects of the 1989 oil 
spill, speculation has focused on an increased predator population in the western sound, literally eat
ing away at the salmon fry- both wild and hntchery - as they emerge in the spring. ADF&G biol
ogists and other SEA progre~m scientists agree: indications are that it may' be a predator pro~lem. 
Suspected predators include an increased pollnck population, measured in the tens of thousands of 
tons in the western corridors and passes by sonar researchers at the-Prince William Sound Science 
Center in 1994 and 1995. 

According to PWSAC Opcrt.~tions Manager Eric Prestegard, information provided by the 
recovery of coded wire tags (CWT) from hatchery fish in 1994 indicates that not all release groups 
of fry survived equally well. Groups of fry released later in thC spring survived at much higher per~ 
centnges than the larger number of fry in the mid~rc!et.~sc groups. Biologists hope that 1995 CWT 
data, when availe~blc, may help them understand the survival paltern, which they speculate has to 
do with vuying r;llcs of pred;1tion on salmon fry released at different times and different sizes. 

ADF&G research biologist:Mark Willette said that there is some evidence in his work as part 
of the SEA progr:1m thtJt the I 992 and !993 pink salmon failures in PWS were caused by preda
tion. SEA researchers conducted two bro<Jd-scale surveys of pred<Jtor and plankton distribution 
throughout PWS in 1995. Information from the surveys shoi.Jid help if predator distribution is 
linked to the Sound-wide pattern of pink production. If pollock and/or other predators are e:iting 
the fry, what c<Jn be done through fishery management to remedy the problem? This column next 
week will discuss PWS groundfish manngernent. 

THIS COLUMN IS PROVIDED BY PWSAC 
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Phoenix may have 
been built at Sea Life site 
By David A. Collins 

LOG Staff 

The. 18th century Russian ship
yard that gave rise to the Phoenix, 
the first ship ever built on the West 
Coast of North America, may have 
been in the same <Jrca where the 
Alaska Sea Life Center currently is 
under construction, according to a 
recently discovered map. 

Historians are excited by. the dis
t.U\.Il.l)·, \\•!JiLl! fUt:b tt[ul!g-IU!tlliltg 

debate._ The triple-masted, full-rig 
Phoenix was built in Seward and 
launched in 1794, but the exact 
location of the shipyard has 
remained a mystery because of con
flicting reports (!Od a lack of arch<le
rJ--uical evidence. 

( __ __ }ctia Black, an anthropologist 
\v-f(h the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, believes a map she 
found in July while doing research 
at the Archives of the Russian Navy 
in St. Pctersbur:g, Russia, shows 
conclusively the area in which the 

facility was located. 
In 1850, Russian captain Illarion 

Arkhimaitdritov mapped the entire 
Prince William Sound region, 
including Resurrection Bay. His 
map shows a dot, which he labeled 
as the site of the former Russian set
tlement, along the CoaSt at the 
southern end of town. 

The map also shows two previ
ously unknown Native villages at 
the head of Resurrection Bay in the 
NtBh Rvnd lliUL They t'irL- listed .n 

summer and winter villages of the 
Kcnaitze, the Dena 'ina people of 
the Kenai River who were not 
known to have maintained any 
camps in the Seward area. 

·The discovery of the map could 
mean added costs for the SeaLife 
Center if a comprehensive excava
tion has to be done at the site. An 
excavation was already under con
sideration because of animal bones 
and other artifacts unearthed dur· 

See Map, page 20 
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ing cc•nstruction. Everything that 
has been found so far dates to the 
early 20th century. Much of it is 
believo:d to be from the Lowell fam
ily homestead, which predates the 
arrival of the city founders. No 
RussiJ.n artifacts have been found. 

Ar: archaeologist from the 
National Park Service will make the 
final determination on how con
struction should proceed, and that 
decision is expected to be 
announced Wednesday at the 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting. 

Tim Smith. ~~n :nchaeologist 
with the state Historic Preservation 
Office, does not expect the map to 
lead to a full-scale dig. 

"I don't want to pull a bunch of 
money out of the SAAMS budget 
to do archaeology that doesn't have 
a point," he said, referring to the 
project's developers, the Seward 
Association for the Advancement 
of Marine Science. "At this point 
there's nothing to indicate (the ship
yard) is in the project area other 
th<ln ;1 dot on a !ll<lp tlwtmay not be 
accu:ate .... I've also seen maps that 
shoVJ the shipyard other places." 

·~we did our homework on ~1ll 

the historical information," said 
prtl.j::.ct spokeswoman Maureen 
Sim...;. Numerous other sites in 
Resurrection Bay were considered 

Contract ... 
Frcom page 1 

Monday .. ~··· , ..;; never worried ahout u····· ...... , .... 

just as likely to be the shipyard 
location, she said. 

"If it's there, that'd be quite a 
find," Sims said. But she is hoping 
it isn't there and SAAMS doesn't 
have to conduct a full field investi
gation of the building footprint 
looking for it "To us, that equals a 
lot of money." 

More likely, Smith said, archae
ologist Mike Yarborough will con
tinue to monitor the construction 
and dig test pits nearby. Also, there 
may be more research done;. on the 
map. 

Seward resident Tim 
Sczawinski, a former archaeologist 
and a consultant to the city's 
Historic Preservation Commission, 
hopes the map will lead the 
Nntional Park Service to conclude 
the SeaLife Center site needs to be 
studied more. He wants "archaeol
ogists controlling the construction 
company instead of the other way 
around, which is the way it appears 
to be going," h.e said. 

''It's never been my intention to 
screw up the SAAMS people or 
their project," Sczawinski said. 
"The truth is, the SAAMS people 
really tried to do things properly all 
along. I think early on they got 
some hml advice from theircon."iul
tants that nothing was there, there 
was nothing to worry about." 

Even before seeing the m:t.p, 
Sc-znwinski believed the shipyard 
was probably located in tlH! SeaLife 
Center area because it was the most 
logical spot since it !wd the same 

! 
1. 

inviting features that would later 
attract Seward's founders. He called 
Black, his former professor, and 
asked if she had any maps that 
would bolster his claim. Last week 
she sent him a copy of part of the 
Arkhimandritov map, which he for
warded to Smith. 

Smith is skeptical about how rel
evant the map is for several reasons. 
Because he does not read Russian, 
he only has Black's interpretations 
to go by. Plus, the map was drawn 
more than 50 years after the con
struction of the Phoenix and 30 
years after the Russians abandoned 
the area. 

And even if the map is correct 
about what area the settlement was 
located, the exact spot mny be 
impossible to pinpoint. In the 
1790s, the shoreline was much 
closer to present day Railway 
Avenue, perhaps :~0 feet inland of 
the present coastline. Much of the 
area where the SeaLife Center is 
being built "is massive fill th<lt's 
been placed there the last 50 year:; 
or so," Smith said. 

Black, a leading authority on 
Rus.o:;ian .hi.o:;tory in Alaska, has little 
doubt the map is correct in where it 
places the shipyard. h confirms ear
lier clwrts that indicate the facility in 
the same spot, but those charts are 
not as clear, she said. Also, 
Arkhim<HH.lritov w<1s ~1n "exceed
ingly able seaman," silt said. 

Black. who was rcscarching <Ill 
unrt!lo1ted project when she copied 
the lll<lp, helieves the. debate on 
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what should be done next is none 
of her business. 

"I think it's up to the communi
ty to decide if it's a valuable site," 
she said. "The site is valuable if the 
community values it." 

The map has stirred excitement 
among area historians and. sCholars.· 

"To me, it indicates that area is 
worth more investigation," Doug 
Capra, a Seward history teacher and 
member of the city's Historic 
Preservation Commission. "If we 
could locate the shipbuilding s.ite it 
would be tremendous." 

"It's the most accurate map I've 
seen from the Rus~ians," said Lee 
Poleske, presidbnt of the 
Resurrection B~Historical 
Society. 

Poleske pointed ou that looking 
for the shipyard could aiYlount to a 
wild goose chase because there 
were some reports that the Russians 
dismantled the buildings and took 
everything with them when they 
left. 

"There's a possibility there's 
nothing to find," he said. 

The two Kenaitze villages 
shown on the map also are intrigu
ing because it is the first documenw 
tat ion of a NDtive presence in that 
em. 

"There's always been rumors 
that there were Native tribes with 
villages at the head of the bay," 
Poleske said. 

Alan Boraas, an anthropologist 
at Kenai Peninsula College who 
studies the Dena'ina, said the 
Seward area has generally been 
considered part of the territory of 
the· Chugach Alutiiq tribe, a group 
with a different language and cusw 
toms who ·were more prevalent in 
Prince William Sound and the 
southern Kenai Peninsula. 

"It will take awhile to figure out 
what it means," he said. "It seems to 
me unlikely the Dena'ina territory 
regularly, habitually extended to 
that area." 

Boraas said Arkhimandritov 
could have mistakenly used the 
term Kenaitze to refer to people 
who were from the Chugach Alutiiq 
tribe or it could have been n period 
of expansion for the Kenaitze. 

Clare Swan, tribal chair\VOI11i11l 
of the Kenaitze Indian Tribe IRA. 
said she knew Kenaitze routinely 
traveled to the Seward aren, hut she 
had never seen any evidence or his
torical documentation. 

"Our cultural director is just lit
erally going to turn inside out," she 
said. 
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Oil Spill Trustees Spend $18 Millon 
·To Study Herring, Orcas, Ecosystem 

ANCHORAGE(AP)-Exxon Valdez oil So far, the Trustee Council has spent. 
spill trustees have approved spending $18 about half of the $900 million settlement 

, million in the coming year to rebuild oil- paid by Exxon following the Prince Will
damaged areas and to continue studying iam Sound oil spill in 1989, the nation's 
Prince William Sound's ecosystem. worst. 

The trustees, representing state and fed- Universities, nonprofit groups, govern-
era! agents, also voted ·Friday to continue menr agencies and others recommended 
monitoringapreviouslysrudiedkillerwha!e the studies.that were selew!d and will re
pod after seven of 36 whales were ·lost ceive contractS for the work. 
follwong the spill in 1989. Scientists say herring appear to be ailing 

~· The largest appropriation is for ongoing most following the spill, bur researchers are 
~ study of Prince William Sound and its unsure what caused the collapse. Herring 
( depleted herring fishery. in the frrst two years after the spill returned 
[: At their annual meeting in Anchorage, to the sound in abundant numbers. Popu
' trustees approved a $30 million budget for .. lations fdl off.sharply in 1993, 1994 and 

the fiscal year starting Oct. 1. The amount again in 1995. 
was expected to grow by $4.5 million in "We're in the midst of a pretty dire 
December when the panel considers addi- situation," said Bob Spies, the council's 
tional studies. Approval was deferred until chief scientist. Herring are a key element in 
then to see if field data gathered this sum- the sound's food chain and had provided 
mer justified more research. fishermen their first commercial harvest of 

Of the projected $34.5 million, about the year each spring. 
$18.million will go toward studies and The council also voted to spend $4.5 
restoration; $4.5 million will cover admin- million on an "ecosystem assessment" of 
istrative costs; and $12 million will be placed the sound, a package of oceanographic 
in the council's restoration fund, a savings studies that Spies said could provide 
account to pay for work after payments of longterm understanding of resources. 
the settlement end in 2001. 1l: 
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Trustees OK spending 
for rebuilding, study · 

ANCHORAGE (AP) - Exxon Valdez oil spH!, trustees have 
approved spending $18 million in the coming year to rebuild oil
damaged areas and to continue studying Prince William Sound's 
ecosystem. 

The trustees, representing state and federal agents, also voted 
Friday to continue monitoring a previously studied killer. whale pod · 
after seven of36 whales were lost follwong the spill in 1989. 

. The largest appropriation is for ongoing study of Prince William 
Sound and its depleted herring fishery. · 

Atthei: annual meeting in Anchorage, trustees approved a $30 
million bLdget for the fiscal year starting Oct. 1. The amount was 
expected' to grow by $4.5 million in December when the panel con
siders additio.nal studies. Approval was deferred until then 'to see if 
field data gathered this summer justified more research. 

Of the projected $34.5 million, about $18 million will go toward 
studies and restoration; $4.5.mil!ion will cover admiiiistrative costs; 
and $12 million will be placed in the council's restoration fund, a 
savings accoun• · '.pay for work after payments of the. settlement 
end in 2001. LJ . ( ,' 

'-.___.-· 

Find may prompt a1g 
at Sea life Center site 

i 
SEWARD (AP) ___..:The discov

ery of some animal bones apd arti
facts could add as·· nitjch as 
$200,000 to the cost of .the uew 
SeaLife Center in Sewiitp, qfficials 
say. ~<: ~ 

Archaeologists are to rrleet soon 
· to decide 'Whether the find at .tni! 
work site' are important en?ugh to .· 
justify a large-scale dig. , 

Project spokeswoman Maureen 
Sims says that wouldn't delay con
struction. "(But) it has significant 
budget implications," she Said . 

. An archaeologist monitoring 
the project found some fire
cracked rocks and a number of 
bones from sea mammals, fish and 
birds in ·a test pit dug near the 
SeaL.ife Center constructiqn site. 

"A real interesting miX ;of fauna 
I don't associate with the Euro
Americandiet," Mike Yarborough 

told the city's Historic Preservation 
Commission last week. · 

Excavation on a road near the 
· SeaLife site for sewer line work 
also unearthed a number of glass 
and crockery. pieces dating to the 

. early 20th century. That part of 
Seward had.been filled in, but the 
origin.al soil .was beneath it, 
Yarborough said. 

Site work was .. stopped briefly 
last month, in order to give a state 
archaeologist time to assess the 
find. But archaeologist Tim Smith 
said the materi.als weren't poten
tially significant, and he allowed 
the work to proceed. 

Phase two of the project, erect
ing the building, isn't scheduled to 
begin until next spring .. 

Smith said he'll be meeting with 
Yarborough and a National ·Park 

See SEWARD, back page 

... Seward 
Continued from page 1 

Department of the Interior and the 
state consider cultural and historic 
resources that may be damaged by 
the center. 

Service archaeologist to decide 
what to do. 

"The lead federal agency is basi-' 
cally in the .driver's seat on that 
decision," he said. "We're a con
sulting party. 

"If that deposit is thought to be 
significant, we'll have to do an 
additional data-gathering project," 
he said. "The size, timing and fund
ing is very much up in the air." 

To meet federal laws, the project 
carries a requirement that the U.S. 

The developers, the .Seward 
Association for the Advanc·ement 
of Marine Science, pay for 
Yarborough's services but he 
reports to the state Historic 
Preservation Office. 

The association said it has spent 
about $50,000 on a study of nearby' 
historic buildings by an Anchorage 
consultant, and another $25,000 on 
Yarborough's field work so far. 

That doesn't include the field 
work he's just starting, the associa
tion's Sims said. 

\._./ 
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Exxon Valdez 
trustees approve 
spending plan 
Money will go 
for rebuilding, 
science sludy 
TliE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ANCHORAGE - Exxon Valdez 
oil spill trustees have approved 
spending $18 million in the coming 
year to rebuild oil-damaged areas 
and to coniinue studying Prince 
William Sound's ecosystem. 

The trustees, representing state 
and federal agencies, also voted 
Friday to continue monitoring a 
previously studied killer whale pod 
after seven of 36 whales were lost 
following the spill in 1989. 

The largest appropriation is for 
ongoing study of Prince William 
Sound and its depleted herring 
fishery. 

At their annual meeting in An
chorage, trustees approved a $30 
million budget for the fiscal year 
starting Oct: 1. The amount was 
expected to grow by $4.5 million in 
December when the panel consid
ers additional studies. Approval 
was deferred until then to see if 
field data gathered this summer 
justifies more research. 

Of the projected $34.5 million, 
about $18 million will go toward 
studies and restoration; $4.5 mil-

lion will cover administrative 
costs; and $12 million will be 
placed in the council's restorati_on 
fund, a savings account to pay for 
work after payments of the settle
ment end in 2001. 

So far, the Trustee Council has 
spent about half of the $900 million 
settlement paid by Exxon follow
ing the Prince William Sound oil 
spill in 1989, the nation's worst 

Universities, nonprofit groups, 
government agencies and -9thers 
recommended the studies that 
were selected and will receive con
tracts for the work. 

Scientists say herring appear to 
be ailing most following the spill, 
but researchers are unsure what 
caused the collapse. Herring in the 
first two years after the spill re
turned to the sound in abundant 
numbers. Populations fell off 
sharply in 1993, 1994 and 1995. 

"We're in the midst of a pretty 
dire situation," said Bob Spies, the 
council's chief scientist Herring 
are a key element in the sound's 
food chairi and had provided the 
commercial fishing fleet its first 
harvest of the year each spring. 

The council also voted to spend 
$4.5 million on an "ecosystem as-, 
sessment" of the sou!]d, a package 
of oceanographic studies that 
Spies said could provide long-term 
understanding of resources. 
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KNOWL,J;S APPLAUDS EVOS FUNDING FQ!'U.f.!1.1.AI RIVER 
Trustees Cuuudl AJ.JJ.Jrove.~ $560,000 to Restore Damaged Habitat 

Guvt:1110r Tony Knowles today applauded the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees 
Council for their approv~l of ¢560,600 to rostoro domogod s~lmon hobitot on 
public londs olong the Kenai River. 

"The Trustee Council notion puts nnothcr piece of the puzzle into plncc to protect 
salmon habitat on the Kenai River," Knowles said. "It further demonstrates the 
importance of the partnership that's needed between local, state, and federal 
efforts to tackle this complex issue." The Governor has identified the restoration of 
Kenai River habitat crucial to commercia! and sport salmon fisheries as a priority of 

his administration. 

Hsh and (iRme Commissioner Frank Rue, a member of the of the Trustee Council, 
said the benefits of the project would extend beyond the boundaries of the public 
lands involved. "We've asked prlva1e land owners along 1he Kenai w work with us 
to restore riverbank habitat that the salmon need to thrive," Rue said. "This project 
will result in habitat improvements to some of the key areas on the Kenai River. It 
will help us bH ~mrt of lit" solution that we need to sustain the river and provide 
fishing opportunities for Alaskans." 

The funding will be used to restore 5.4 miles of publicly owned land along the 
Kenai niver, part of 19 miles of important riverbank habitat that has been adverscly 
impacted by trampling, vegetation loss and development. The project is one of 
$13.7 million worth of projects approved by the Trustee Council Friday as part of 
its 1996 work plan. 

1 hP. rrustee Council is a panel of state and federal officials appointed to oversee 
trust funds obtained from the settlement of litigation over natural resource damages 
due to the 1989 Exxon V8ld&L oil spill. K"n"i Riv"r sockeye sahnon are among the 
SpHCitJS Utl\E:flllined to have been injured by the spill. 

The work to be undertaken in 1996 is the first part of a three year, two million 
dollar project to rcntorc and protect habitat, and provide recreational opportunities 
on the Kenai River. 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

Date; 
Subject 

Contact: 

News Release - For Immediate Release 

Friday, August 25, 1995 
Trustee Council 
L.J. Evans or Eric Myers at 278-8012 

- ·- . 

Prince William Sound a major focus of 
Trustees' 1996 work plan 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council today approved $13.7 million in 

funding for general restoration, habitat protection, research and monitoring 

projects to be undertaken in 1996. Resources important to Prince William 

Sound commercial and subsistence fisheries were a major focus. 

"The Trustees continue to carry out the mandate they received from the 

public for a comprehensive, integrated approach to restoration, " said 

Executive Director Molly McCammon. "The 1996 Work Plan reflects the 

Trustee's commitment to restoration of commercial fisheries, subsistence 

resources, as well as understanding continuing declines in seabirds and 

marine mammals injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill." 

McCammon noted that the Sound Ecosystem Assessment, developed and 

implemented extensively by residents of Cordova, received approval from 

the Trustees for funding at $4.53 million, roughly a quarter of the estimated 

total FY96 Work Plan. 

"This reflects the priority the Trustees place on the SEA objectives in a time 

when funding for many similar projects is beginning to decline," 

McCammon said. 

Funding approved for other projects in Prince William Sound will deal with 

restoration of subsistence resources, pink salmon and herring problems not 

otherwise addressed in the SEA program, sockeye salmon restoration, 

recovery of the nearshore ecosystem, research to understand continuing 

Trustee Agencies 
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation 

United States: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior 
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declines in seabirds and marine mammals affected by the spill, restoration of 

cutthroat and Dolly Varden trout, and a new planning project for 

archaeological restoration. 

The package approved today includes funding for twenty-four projects. 

Decisions on funding an additional package of 19 projects was deferred for 

Trustee Council action in December, after data collected in the 1995 field 

season can be analyzed. The Trustees will also set aside an additional $12 

million in 1996 for the Restoration Reserve, a fund to support restoration 

work after Exxon's payments eru:l in 20HL . •· ... 

The Trustee Council also added Kittlitz's murrelets and common loons to the 

list of species injured by the spill. 

"This addition does not really reflect new findings," said Dr. Robert Spies, 

Chief Scientist for the Trustee Council. "The evidence was already clear that 

the affects on these seabirds were significant. This action represents an official 

recognition of that fact." 

The Trustee Council is a panel of three state and three federal officials 

appointed to oversee the trust funds obtained in the civil settlement between 

Exxon Corporation and the governments for natural resource damages due to 

the 1989 spill. 

For more information, contact L.J. Evans at 907/278-8012, or the Oil Spill 

Public Information Center at 907/278-8008, or toll-free for Alaska residents at 

1-800-478-7745, outside Alaska at 1-800-283-7745. 

### 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

News Release - For Immediate Release 

Date: 
Subject 

Contact: 

Friday, August 25, 1995 
Trustee Council 
L.J. Evans or Eric Myers at 278-8012 

Trustees continue work to restore 
injured by 1989 oil spill 

'::"':. -A:~ 

resources 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council today approved $13.7 million in 

funding for general restoration, habitat protection, research and monitoring 

projects to be undertaken in 1996. 

"The Trustees continue to carry out the mandate they received from the 

public for a comprehensive, integrated approach to restoration, " said 

Executive Director Molly McCammon. "The 1996 Work Plan reflects the 

Trustee's commitment to restoration of commercial fisheries, subsistence 

resources, as well as understanding continuing declines in seabirds and 

marine mammals injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill." 

The package approved today includes funding for twenty-four projects. 

Decisions on funding an additional package of 19 projects was deferred for 

Trustee Council action in December, after data collected in the 1995 field 

season can be analyzed. The Trustees will also set aside an additional $12 

million in 1996 for the Restoration Reserve, a fund to support restoration 

work after Exxon's payments end in 2001. 

"The projects we approved today are a product of wide public and community 

involvement," said Craig Tillery, Assistant Alaska Attorney General and 

chair of today's meeting. "The 1996 Work Plan reflects a well thought out, 

balanced approach to restoration of the resources injured by the oil spill." 

The 1996 projects are organized into several clusters with related objectives. A 

significant part of the funding is directed at restoration of Prince William 

Sound fisheries. The Sound Ecosystem Assessment program, which is 

Trustee Agencies 
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental ConseiVation 

United States: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior 
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analyzing factors influencing pink salmon and herring population 

fluctuations, received approval from the Trustees for funding at $4.53 

million. 

Page2 

Other projects address additional pink salmon and herring problems, sockeye 

salmon restoration, recovery of the nearshore ecosystem, research to 

understand continuing declines in seabirds and marine mammals affected by 

the spill, subsistence resource restoration, restoration of cutthroat and Dolly 

Varden trout, a project to restore damaged habitat on public lands along the 

Kenai River, a new planning project Jor archaeologir.:al restoraliw"l1, and 

habitat improvements. 

The Trustee Council also added Kittlitz's murrelets and common loons to the 

list of species injured by the spill. 

"'This addition does not really reflect new findings," said Dr. Robert Spies, 

Chief Scientist for the Trustee Council. "The evidence was already clear that 

the affects on these seabirds were significant. This action reprsents an official 

recognition of that fact." 

The Trustee Council is a group of three state and three federal officials 

appointed to oversee the trust funds obtained in the civil settlement between 

Exxon Corporation and the governments for natural resource damages due to 

the 1989 spill. 

For more information, contact L.J. Evans at 907/278-8012, or the Oil Spill 

Public Information Center at 907/278-8008, or toll-free for Alaska residents at 

1-800-478-7745, outside Alaska at 1-800-283-7745. 
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Cl.oser look may put 2 species on injureq list-~~ 
Vote would free oil-spill money for study of damage to common loons, Kittlitz's murrelets 

. By NATALIE PHILLIPS budget meeting ·today offici3ls ·.would not com- above· and white below. than. were recovered,''. the 
D~l~ ~~ws reP?~er_ - . . whether to add the two ment op.l.the list or possible The mai-bled muiTel¢t· has_ ·death toll for Kittlitz's 

. :: After the_. 1989 ·Exxon bird~. to ·the list, . . . . adQ.itioD.s, said Ed Burwell, · a :anger bill than the Kit-· "may be· ~ high or higher 
.. V~l.dez o~l spill, govern- TP,ey alsO will conSider a a ~mpany. spokesinan in tli.tz~s in.Urrelet. The fllght than tQ.at of any other sin

·ment of~icials identified ·17 proposed $18 million bud- Irving·,: Texas. of both birds flight is rapid gle sPecies ·affected by the 
· species- of birds:and mam- get:.for 19~6. Most of that· The .~injured s~ecies list ami their wings long·.and · oil spill," .SPies wrote in 

mals as itljUred··Qy ·the money, about $12 ·millio~, include§ .bald. eagleS,. killer painted.· They·,are almost his·recom.menda;tion for ad
nearly 11-mlllion-gallon would go to ·the· Restoia- whale'S:.: rivet. otters, ·Com- alwayS, seeii.·in· p8.irs ·and · ding the "ird ·to'\:he ipjl,lred 

.. spill .. Now tliey are Co.nsid-. tion Reserve Fund: The moil: m~,. bai'boi" .seals, are believed tO. ··mate~ for. 'list. . .. · · · _ .. , . . 
· ·erin.g adding o.two more fo ·council : haS committed to· harleQ.iiin. · duCks., 'herri..b,g, life. . · . . .. . . . 'Oil Spill workers picked· 
:the list - the corilmon loOn placirig $108 million in the sea ·otters and piltk saJ.mon. Bird. biolOgists estimate. up 396 loon carcases during 
· im(l the ·Kittlitz's murrelet." fund oVer th.e .next six . -The list also il:.cludeS the . there· are only 20,000 Kit-. · tb:e spill cleanup. ·Most o.f· · 

"We really·, 'don't have years· so thet'e"will. be a marbled mUriela, a small tEtz's murrelets. in ·the those- 216- were identi
any new infQrination," trutt fund 'for' future stud- seabird 'that cOm=S to shore wOrld, and .most live·m· the 'fied as· common loons . 

. said Bob Spi~s. chief scien- ies ap.d research .. Th~ rest to bre&l·in old-growth for- spill area.· After. the"spill·, "We .don't have very 
· tist: fo.r ·the EXxon Valdez of the .. prOposed bUdget is ests~ .BUt :it d~..s · not in- clea.nup · workers · found goo.d population estimates 
Oil Spill Tius:f:ee Council f.Or· administrative ·costs •. : 'elude, tlie .Kittlitz's murre- 1, '092 m.urrelet carcass·es; -for· loons iJ?. gei:ieral, but 
"We are j?S,t;$~~ppirig ~ack .. ~pecies ·s~u~es .a,nd c;oritin~., let, a !similar _but rarer Oi tJ?.at, .612 wer~ marblt;d ... th7y ·.:are long-live~. an~ ~ 
.and looking ;a~.'::the· :avail-·1·· ued· momtonng;_ · murrelet that :~reeds on· murrelets and 72 were .Kit-· f~lY. ·-slow repioducmg, 
, able data.'~:. ~ . .;'· : ~ ·, :., · , Trustee. Council· scien~:· b?-~~. 'rock ·and ·glaciated tEt.z's murrelets~ The test Spi~s s.aid . Thursday. 

·"B~ing. on:· .. tb:e .. Trustee. tiSts plan to .review the. ·roo~:· .. :,·=·.:.:_.~·:'':. ··.· were.not·identified. "'Theremayb~justseveral 
Council's 'injUred species. :entire ·injured .sPecies list ·· · . MurJii4!'!:ts· ·.._._both mar- "Assuiriing tbclt some of. thousand in the Spill area:" 

· list clears the ··.ws.i'y:_· for the .. this winter. to· determine .if· :.bled ind · Kittli-~·s· .- are the recovered-but-unidenti~ The· recovered· .carcaSses 
coun~ to fund ·stUdies of any Of ·the ·species .:have :brown.With mottled ·white fied mwTelet care3.sses .are . may represent .as little as 
the species/·Tlie.:trustees. recovered and·riow Can be' Spots~ JD..thC:'Winter; their Kittlitz's :and that -more 10 percent of the total 

.·will votf!·at'>their aD.D.Ual taken off the IiSt.~Exxon.;·plumage:&anges to black murtel~ts actually died· number of loons killed. . ~~·= ' . . . . . . . . . 
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Bones may promplf't'' 
archaeological dig Ex~~;~ 
Research adds to Sealife Center cost 
By Eric Fry 

LOG Staff 

Archaeologists wil_l meet SOO!l w_ 
decide whether anim<.~l bones and 
other artifacts found nt the Alaska 
Sea Life Center work site are impor
tant enough to require a comprehen
sive dig. 

That wouldn't delay construc
tion. said project spokeswoman 
Maureen Sims, but it could cost up 
to $200,000. "It has signilicant bud
get implications." 

An archaeologist monitoring the 
construction project has found fire
cracked rocks and a lot of bones of 
sea mammals, fish and birds under 
Railway Avenue and in a test pit he 
dug outside of the center's site. 

"A real interesting mix of fauna I 
don't a~:mciate \Vi~h the Euro
American diet," Mike Yarborough 
told the city's Historic Preservation 
Commission last week. 

Excavations of the road for sew
er line work also unearthed a lot of 
artifacts like glass and crockery 
pieces and bottles dated to the early 
20th century. That part of town was 

·~ ., 

filled in, but !he original soil is 
underneath it. Yarborough said. 

The construction project is now 
. in Phase 1_, ~vhi~h includes dearing 
the site and putting in utilities, a 
well, intake and outfall lines, and a 
rock wall. 

Construction work was briefly 
stopped in early July after 
Yarborough's discoveries, to allow 
state archaeologist Tim Smith to 
assess them. He said they were 
potentially significant, but he didn't 
hold up construction after that. 
Yarborough went to work on a 39-
cubic inch test pit. 

But when water lines were being 
laid southward from Railway 
A\'enue onto the building's site. in 
late July, Yarborough said ir looked 
like a continuation of the first site, 
and work was halted. 

\Vorkers will be coming back 
anyway for Phase II of the project, in 
which the buildinE is P.rF.r.tF.d, Sims 
said. "Rather than wail and spend 
the money waiting, why not stop it 
now, since we're going baCk any-

See Dig, page 16 
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Dig ... 
From page 1 

way." 
Phase II of construction is 

expected to go out to bid in 
November, but work wouldn't begin 
until spring !996. 

Smith said he'll meet with 
Yarborough and a National Park 
Service archaeologist this week to 
J~Lidc '.Vhnt to do. "The \e~rl ff'rlf'rnl 
agency is basically in the driver seat 
on that decision. We're a consulting 
party," Smith said~ 

"If that deposit is thought to be 
significant, we'll have to do an addi
tional data-gathering project," he 
said, feferring to archaeo!og!ca! 
work. 

"The size, timing and funding is 
very much up in the air,'' he said, 
su!!QestirH! that the. Exxon Valdez Oil 
sPill Tru~ee Council or the Interior 
Department might be a source of 
runds. 

The decision to do an expensive. 
detailed di!! throug,hout the build
ing's roolplint mayllinge on the def
inition of historical "significance:· 
Federal law is vague about the crite-

ria, Smith saia. 
. Yarborough said a significant 

find helps answer' important research 
questions. To private citizen Tim 
Sczawinski, the location of the 
Native winter settlement on 
Resurrection Bay is an irriportant 
enough question. 

"It would take a Russian cannon 
to slow things down," Sczawinski 
told the city's historic cqmmission 
last week. "Almost anything of any 
significance in Seward history hap
pened in th11t "rf'.fl" 

To meet- federal laws, the project 
has an agreement with the U.S. 
Interior Department and the state to 
consider cultural and historic 
resources that may be damaged by 
the center. 

The developers, the Seward 
Association for the Advancement of 
Marine Science, pay for 
Yarborough's services, but he 
reports i{l the state Historic 
Preser\'ation Onice. 

SAAMS has spent about $50,000 
on a stmly or nearby historic build
ings by an Anchorage consultant, 
Charles Mobley, and about $25,000 
on Yarborough's field work to date. 
That doesn't include the analysis 
he's just starting, Sims said. 
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University to take l.ead in Seward marine center 
PALMER (AP) - An agree

ment approved Friday by the 
University of Alaska regents 
clears the way for the school to 
head a research unit at the Alaska 
SeaLife Center, which is being 
planned for Seward. 

The center's research arm, 
funded through the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill settlement, will combine 
educational tours for visitors with 
research on marine mammals and 

l/ 

birds. 
•, 

University president Jerome 
Komisar said the center was an 
important addition. 

"It will enable us to do more 
scientific research and it also will 
draw more people to Alaska," 
Komisar said. 

The agreement links the School 
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences in 
Fairbanks and the Seward 
Association for the Advancement 

of Marine Science, a non-profit 
corporation overseeing the project 
for the city of Seward. 

Fairbanks Provost John Keating . 
and Dean Vera Alexander were 
appointed to coordinate the agree
ment. 

Keating said the university will 
appoint and fund a faculty mem
ber as interim science director to, 
develop the research unit's plan
ning and promotion. 

l) 

The post will take up about 25 
percent of the interim director's 
time, until the job becomes a full-
time position in 1998. · 

Keating said the university 
hopes the center will win research 
grants so that it could hire three 
additional professors. 

Some labs will be open to the 
public, he said, making the marine 
center the first of its kind in 
Alaska. 

\ __ ) 
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UAA regents OK Sealife unit 
The Associated Press 

PALMER - An agree
ment approved Friday by 
the University of Alaska 
regents clears the way for 
the school to head a re
search unit at the Alaska 
SeaLife Center, which is 
planned for Seward. 

The center's research 
arm, funded through the 
Exxon Valdez oil-spill set
tlement, will combine edu
cational tours for visitors 
with research on marine 
mammals and birds. 

University President Je
rome Komisar said the cen
ter was an important addi-

tion. "It will enable us to 
do more scientific research, 
and it also will draw more 
people to Alaska," Komi
sar said. 

The agreement links the 
School of Fisheries and 
Ocean Sciences in Fair
banks and the Seward As
sociation for the Advance
ment of Marine Science, a 
nonprofit corporation over
seeing the project for the 
city of Seward. 

Fairbanks Provost John 
Keating and dean Vera Al
exander were appointed to 
coordinate the agreement. 

Keating said the univer-

sity will appoint and fund 
a faculty member as inter
im science director to de
velop the research unit's 
plannin·g and promotion. 

The post will take up 
about 25 percent of the 
interim director's time, un
til the job becomes a 
.full-time position in 1998. 

Keating said university 
officials hope the center 
will win research grants so 
that it could hire three 
additional professors. 
Some labs will be open to 
the public, he said, making 
the marine center the first 
of its kind in Alaska. 
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Score a bigone for the Boone and 
Crockett Club's conservation agenda! 
Last May, Interior Secretary, Bruce Bab
bitt, signed agreements with the 
presidents of two Alaska Native corpo
rations to protect more than 150,000 
acres of prime habitat for brown bear, 
salmon, bald eagles and other species on 
Kodiak Island. The historic land trans-
actions were a combination of fee 
acquisitions and conservation ease, 
ments_protecting habitat important to 
fish and wildlife species· injured by the 
Exxon Valdez oil spilL 

The $60.5 million package used 
funds from the $1 billion 1991 settle
ment between the federal government, 
State of Alaska and the Exxon Corpo
ration. Lands acquired from Akhiok 
Kaguyak, Inc. and Old Harbor Native 
Corporation were deeded to them by the 

.. -~\ Alaska l>lative Claims Settlement Act 
:.;·;o;. .and now are returned to the Kodiak 
, >:National Wildlife Refuge. 

\ 
11These agreements will preserve 

important habitat, provide additional 
opportunities for hunting, subsistence, 
commercia! a!ld-somt~fl:;hlag,a~.d-othe~-

. outdoof aCrivid~;-;··a-nd ·srreilgthen~ the 
CHASE _.. SUMMER '95 

...... _. 
~ 
,~ ' .-

local·economy on Kodiak Island," Sec- I Alaska Peninsula to the southwest. (Fair 
retary Babbitt rold an audience of Chase, Spring 1994) 
Native Alaskans, sportsmen's and en vi- Sportsmen's organizations, in-
ronmental groups present at the eluding the Boone and Crockett Club, 
ceremony in his office. "President lined up impressive national support for 
Franklin Roosevelt established Kodiak Kodiak, and native lands in the Kodiak 
National Refuge a half-century ago at bear refuge contained nearly half of the 
rhe urging of hunters and conservation- best fish and wildlife habitat in the en
ists, the Eisenhower Administration tire oil spill region according to 
enlarged it in rhe 1950's, and now, in biologists and marine scientists hired by 
keeping wirh President Clinton's com- the oil spill trustees. 
mitment to protect the environment In July, 1993, Boone and Crock
and provide economic opportunities for ett President, Ste[')len S. Adams, put 
Native peoples, we are raking another the Club on record in a letter to the six 
step in preserving this natural treasure.~~ member Exxon Valdez Trustee Council, 

The two Native Alaskan village stating "The Department oflnterior has 
corporations retain some land around long sought to re-acquire Kodiak Native 
their village to allow for subsistence corporation inholdings along the salt 
hunting and fishing, to preserve tradi~ water edge and the salmon rivers within 
tions, and for economic development. the bear refuge. These are some of the 
A third Kodiak agreement with Koniag, most biologically productive habitats 
Inc. is being finalized at press time and within the oil spill zone, and they are 
will protect an additional 58,000 acres. under imminent threat of commercial 

The agreements help implement development even though their high
the Exxon Valdez Final Restoration Plan est and best use is clearly intrinsic 
designed to restore the environment in wilderness." 
the 1,500 mile oil spill region from Kodiak is legendary among hunt

.,Rr·Inc{.:-\Y/.{tl1se.1.. .. Smm9,.a-r.2-Y&P..a~-~cn.,_- cr.r,.b:1Glw:r..t~e !:tmm tossed archipelago 
·insui£in'ihe'"n6rti11o"k6diaicand "the' . i1i ihe Gulf of Alaska is nome to the larg-



'(~~~t~tis~~~e":was a key element,".~·"'-'·"·· 
.i I met with them as Direc; · 

Fish and Wildlife Service, they 
' ;·;e~edwe wanted to deal in good faith. 
,;.we:appreciated where they were com-
' :irig from with the economic needs of the 

·':villagers, the aspirations of their people, 
';:_and they were obviously at a crossroads." 

· · 't:: i--- ·Also with the Con5cn·ation Fund, 
~-~-~~&..~-Putz1former regional ~hector of 

· ·' · the FiSh and Wildlife Service in Alaska 

world occur in the Karluk draina1~e 
eluding Karluk 
Hensel, 1964; 

blockS for private 

,. c 
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lodges, it is a now or never proposition 
before the Exxon Valdez Trustee Coun
cil on these two rivers. 

As for Secretary Babbitt and the 
Trustee Council, there is no disagree~ 
menton the ecological importance of 

PUT THE SERVICE INTO OVER· the Karluk or Sturgeon. In fact, both 
DRIVE TO SAVE PRIME BROWN parcels scored off the charts on both 
BEAR HABITAT. ulink to injury" and 11degree benefit" 

to fish and wildlife species injured by 
the oil spill. These two factors are 
what drive the prioritization process 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE 
SERVICE DIRECTOR, MOLLIE 
BEATnE, ON LOCATION AT THE 

KARLUK RIVER IN THE KODIAK 
BEAR REFUGE. BEATIIE HAS 

in the oil spill restoration plan. The 
·· -~- ~tlative··corpo:ntion -wh-ich- owns-them, 

· Koniag, hie., is a willing seller. 

36 .A. FAIR CHASE .A. SUMMER '95 
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The hang up so far is price. An 
appraisal done for the Trustee Coun
cil came up with an offer of $127 per 
acre, a price so low in the eyes of the 
Native corporation, that negotiations 
have virtually ceased according to 
Uwe Gross, chief executive office for 
Koniag, Inc. 

"By way of background, there 
was a U.S. House acquisition bill that 
passed in early 1980's where a price 
of $600 per acre was agreed to, sub
ject to confirmation on appraisal, for 
all the Native~nholdings,. which then 
totaled more than 300,000acres," say 

Gross. "Subsequently, as a part of the 
negotiations with the Department of 
Interior during the Reagan Adminis
tration on land exchanges for the 
Arctic Nitfoiial Wildlife -Kefuge 
coastal plain, Koniag agreed to a 
value of approximately $650 per acre 
for 115,000 acres, which included the 
Karluk and Sturgeon." 

Asked if there is a way to reach 
an agreement, Gross continued, 
"Subject to successful completion of 
the phase one negotiations (58,000 
acres referenced above), Koniag is 
willing to begin negotiations on the 
Karluk and Sturgeon rivers, the 
crown jewels of our refuge inholdings. 
But the belief that we'd let them go 
for $650 an acre, or less, is a non
starter from our poinr of viP:W." 

Both sides of the table know 
that the stakes are high and that in 
an era of dwindling government lar· 
gesse, the Exxon Valdez Restoration 
Fund is probably the buyer of last re
sort. The current make up of the 
Trustee Council is favorable to land 
acquisition, and President Clinton is 
favorable to land acquisition, but if 
President Clinton is not reelected in 
1996, the opportunity to save the 
most famous bear habitat in North 
America could be lost. 

Dave Cline, the Alaska VP for 
the Audubon Society and chairman 
of the Kodiak Brown Bear Trust be
lieves intensified efforts are needed 
by all of Kodiak's supporters. "You 
have to be an optimist to be in this 
battle," say Cline, ubut we've come 
more than three-quarters of the way 
to making the refuge whole and pro
tecting some of the finest hunting 
lands in the world. Given the threats 
that bears face all over the world, 
Kodiak should go down in history as 
one of the greatest conservation suc
cesses ever." 

Cline, like John Turner, be
lievesthe Kodiak acquisitions present 
the most long lasting and meaning-
ful expenditures to date of the monies 
from the Exxon Valdez tragedy. 
"There are a lot of thank yous to pass 
around for Kodiak so far," says 
Cline, "and the Boone and Crockett 
Club stands in the first rank. Kodiak 
and the habitat acquisition on 
Afognak Island and the rest of the 
spill region is unique in that there are 
funds available. "Completing the job 
is.}eall¥"~-·~-JnRtt':'r..(!f,.r"""ons-\!.Y<!tiQn , __ .... 
leadership~" 



INTERVIEW WITH A KODIAK BEAR BIOLOGIST 
VI~ BARNf~, NATIONAl BIOlOGI~Al ~fRVI~f 
0. How many brown bears do you have 
on Kodiak? 
A. There are approximately 3,000 Kodiak bears 
in the entire Kodiak archipelago. The highest den· 
sities are located on Kodiak Island. the largest 
island in the group. Two-thirds of Kodiak Island, 
almost two million acres. has been a federally 
protected bear refuge since 1g41. The highest 
density population ol brown bears in the refuge 
is the Karluk lake drainage where there is an 
area ollOO sQuare miles with over one bear per 
sQuare mile. 

O.ls Kodiak Island still producing huge bears? 
A. Yes. [ach Y.ear there's eight to ten world 
class bears taken in the harvest which means 
they meet minimum reQuirements lor listing in 
the Boone and trockett tlub, which is the 18 
inch skull or larger. In the last lour years there 
have been two animals rankinu in the top ten 
or lilteen in the all time list. 

0. How many Kodiak's are taken per year? 
A. The sport harvest averages about 155 per 
year throughout the archipelago. Approximately 
70·75% ol sport harvest occurs within the ref· 
uga. We keep an eve on increased developmeRt 
ol recreational buildings because defense ol 
lile and property kills rise with increased hu· 
man development in bear habitat.* (See fditor's 
Note} Our studies take into account all mortal· 
itY, both sport and non-sport kills. so there's 
an increasing competition lor a limited num· 
ber ol animals. 

0. How important were the recent land 
agreements with Kodiak Native Col]lorations 
to both Kodiak bear quality and quantity? 
A. The land deals were exceptionally impor· 
tant because they allow lor a uniform, consistent 
management strategy on almost the entire rei· 
uge now. We know bears don't honor ownership 
boundaries, so il some critical habitat compo· 
nents lor populations are on private lands, while 
other components are on public lands, it is dilli· 
cult to manage. Development on private lands 
ellects the population density and composition 
on the public lands. With the fxxon Valdez agree· 
ments made with Native corporations, 80% olthe 
targeted private inho I dings within the refuge are 
now protected. We still need to get the Karluk 
and Sturgeon River drainages and this would 
make the Kodiak refuge whole. 

0. Why do Native inholdings on the 
Karluk and Sturgeon Rivers pose prob
lems? 
A. The Sturgeon River is an area where crili· 
cal feeding sites occur both on Native land and 
adjacent public land, where bears will be el· 
lected ilthere is a substantial use ol private 
lands. This would degrade the habitat olthe area 
we have identified as critical leading area lor 
brown bears. And we are delinitely seeing pres· 
sure on Karluk lands because of ecotourism, as 
well as, all the llight·seeing trips where the 
planes are circling and watching bears. This, 
combined with the dramatic increase in sport 
lishino pressure on the Karluk River, is having 
an allect on bears. If recreational use increases 
on the portion of the Karluk that is private, it will 
pressure the refuge to restrict use on the area of 
public lands on Karluk lake to compensate, to 
give the bears some relief. 

0. How does Kodiak differ from 
bear-viewing tourist areas in 
A. The main dillerence is that human 1 

at McNeil River and Brooks River is tightly con· 
trolled. People move in controlled groups along 
the same trails everyday, all season. Bears know 
and accept this behavior. By contrast. Kodiak has 
a lew closed areas to humans for limited time 
frames, but beyond that people have lree run ol 
the refuge within the normal access and camp· 
ing permit rules. 

At Katmai National Park there is concern that 
ecotourism is growing beyond the extent that it im· 
pacts bears. Hunting is another big dillerence in 
that McNeil and Katmai are parks where no hunt· 
ing is allowed. Here on Kodiak we want a diverse 
management style lor consumptive and non·con· 
sumptive users. 
Kodiak is uniQue in that bear hunting was an 
original purpose of the refuge in President 
franklin 0. Roosevelt's executive order and hunt· 
ers led the ellort to conserve bears. The only 
other comparable prime bear area is Admiralty 
Island, but even there, a no-hunting sanctuary 
was created around the bear-viewing area. Ko· 
diak is uniQue amongst high density brown bear 
areas in that we don't have any sanctuaries 
within the refuge closed to hunting, and our ob· 
jective is to maintain that in the future to 
accommodate all the uses. 

NATIVE LANDS CONTAINING OLD 
GROWTH SITKA SPRUCE FORESTS ON 
AFOGNAK ISLAND ARE HOME TO 
KODIAK BEARS, ROOSEVELT1S ELK 
AND SiTKA BLACKTAIL DEER. 

ATION 

THE KARLUK AND STURGEON RIVERS HAVE 57,000 
ACRES OF NATIVE JNHOLDINGS THAT CONTAIN SOME 
OF THE ANEST BROWN BEAR HABITAT IN 
THE WORLD. NEGOTIATIONS FOR THESE 
PARCELS ARE UNDERWAY. 

*ALASKA lAW PROVIDES FOR INOIVIOU- ,· --.) 
AlS TO KIU BEARS IN DEFENSE OF THOR \ 
liFE OR PROPERTY. A PERSON WHO IS ··· 
"ATTACKED" BY OR WHO BEUEVES THEY ARE 
ABOIIT TO BE ATTACKED BY A BEAR MAY 
lEGAm m THE BEAR. AS MORE AND MORE 
HUMAN-BEAR INTERACTION TAKES PlACE 
MORE BEARS ARE ~UEO IN OffENSE OF UFE 
AND PROPERTY.fN MANY INSTANC!S BEARS 
HAVE BEEN KillED UNDER THE DLP 
STATUTE BY INOMOUALS WHO WERE INEX
PERIENCED IN OEAUNG WITH BEARS IN THE 
WIEO AND WHD SIMPLY SHOT BEARS THAT 
WERE NOT A SIGNIACANT THREAT. As HU-
MAN DEVROPMENT IN BEAR HABITAT IN-
CREASES MORE AND MORE BEAR Will BE IN 
JEOPARDY UNDER THE DlP RUlE. PERSONS 
WHO Kill A BEAR UNDER THIS RULE ARE 
REQUIRED TO REPDRT THE Kill TO THE 
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF fiSH AND GAME 
AUTHORmES AND TURN THE HIDES AND SKULL 
DVER TO SUCH AIJTHDRITIES. 

r ALL OF SHUYAK ISLAND, 
KODIAK'S HARDEST HIT 
ISLAND 1:\ THE OIL SPILL, 

1COULD BECOME A STATE -· ~\ 
PARK WITH THE ACQUISI· < J 
TION OF 15,665 ACRES. . 

AND \\'ERE PURCHASED 11" 

1993 TO CREATE AfOGNAK 
ISLAND STATE PARK. 

LAND STATUS ON KODIAK 
--U.S. fiSH & WilDliFE SERVICE lAND 

NEARLY All THE NATIVE CORPORATIOS INHOLDING$ ON 

THE SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST AREAS OF KODIAK ISlAND HAVE 
BE~ ADDED TO THE KODIAK BEAR REFGGE OR PROTECTED BY CONSERVATION ··, _ ___/ 

-' EASEMENTS. MORE THAN 15Q,QQQ ACRES OF OUTSTANDIKG BEAR HABITAT 
Will CONTINUE TO PROVIDE WORLD CLASS HU}.'TING FOR KODIAK BEARS, MOUN· 

: -__ F:--TAnt.GoArs, AND SITKA · .. aLACkrAIL DEER~ ... ': ···- ;; ~- -': . ~-~--~#@NAIIVflANO.SllECIEQ,, ~ :-· 
- -·-· 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land ·in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan prop·osed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase Orie of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase. Two ofthe deal would create a three-yearmoratQrium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer detirils of the Forest Forever plan; allowing _the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. · 

\ 

Respectfully, 

\ 
\ 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, :, , . .. 

.l3'ou (dvi . fCJ go3oh 
L;,_/c~ UJIA~1y ~r1 Soc. 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by· supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase.One of this deal would empower the trustees coun~il to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two ofthe deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details ofthe Forest Forever p)an; allowing the 
federal g. overnment, concerned citizens, and the Eyak sharehoers a chance to . 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. c]"" '"'" ""m~ow < • <ood • ., .. bo 
protected and managed. ·l 

· Respectfully, 0 @tJM !,AC. ~fl 
1 ~4n 'Race~("' 

"' f")p .£u M'- r Co a,~ . ,_ ·- ' 
~ 

Respectfully, ~'-j(/ e&m/J(eW 

r 

t Respectfully, 

!. 

i 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 'l'rustees·Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres ofan~ient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so thatloggingnever occurs inthis ancient rainforest. 
Phase'l'wo of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on cl\rrent land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever· plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terrns(i.e. conserv ·;r;> eas ments) for how the limd would be 
protected and managed. ·· . . 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

I 
/ 

i 
Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

P. D · fkt h 70 2bs.--

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

1 
) 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation .l<'und 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights pe.rchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 

. in perpetuity. 
Phase One ofthis deal would empower the trustees co>mcil to purchase timber 

rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two ofthe deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details o(the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 

1 iro:kut the legal terms (i.e. conservf!t,ion eas ents) for.ho the land would be 
\ pro/ cted and managed. 

'; I t · Respectfully, _,_R-=.::..::;;,;=.(l:::::Q-""'---::-:--:----'---7--

i; ~cvr· ptcvd . )Q_ e 6 (?uy I~ <-t '""'~ 
f •,' . \,..A [ ,).J \I ct01C ('{) E::.s-t:Jv... tAt 

UlL \,<Y-" '-..( 447d.S - 6\ Yl 
L,....,.,o,.,u·anu·mamrge·a:···- t.S; \I:.,....._ 

Respectfully, ' 
\..,\ ·~ ;.____ ".....::: . 1:!::-. \( ·-.-\(") 
\:S,,.._ ZZ3. 

__ ) 

c6S"B1--o ·L.L."S 

'--

I Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

-\ 
- Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

'----. 

'-'-7f-'-;,--l--;~~~~...L!J.., 
-----'='-~-'--'=~-"'!..!.<:::.~:.L....\~56; 

•I 
''~?, i...Jillr.Cll"'-<-5 
!}> !1\1 p,~ c,..? 

ilo. c.vi,L [....;k!fi .,..(. C<>-kvr.'J. 

"''"r.ti"j Fomt-J. 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and .the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. · 

Phase One of this deal would empowerthe trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that loggingneveroc!!llrs in thisancient rainforest. 
Phase Two ofthedeal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance.to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected an<;l managed. 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

) 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

October 2, 1995 

Ms. Linda Burlington and Mr. Eli Reinharz 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Office of General Council Natural Resources 
1315 East-West Highway 
SSMC #3, Room 15132 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Ms. Burlington and Mr. Reinharz: 

The undersigned members of the Public Advisory Group for the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
have reviewed NOAA's natural resource damage assessment rule being proposed under the 1990 
Oil Pollution Act. While we have not reviewed the rule in great detail, we have identified what 
we perceive to be significant problems. 

The Public Advisory Group was established by the State of Alaska and the federal government in 
1991 following settlement of the governments' claims against Exxon Corporation following the 
1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Its mission is to advise the Trustees on the use of restoration funds 
and conduct of activities to restore the resources and services injured by the spill. 

The Public Advisory Group has been an active participant in the development of the Trustees' 
program to restore the resources and services injured by the 1989 oil spill. We have practical 
experience in reviewing restoration proposals and observing the problems and opportunities 
presented by an oil spill and the need for restoration. In our brief review, we have identified three 
major problems with the proposed rule. 

l. In most cases, a large spill will result in significant injuries that cannot be fully restored, and 
monetary compensation is appropriate. Restoration activities are likely to fully restore resources 
only when damage is confined to a localized animal population (e.g., a few bird nests) or a small 
physical setting (e.g., a few-acre wetland). Pot large spills, like that of the Exxon Valdez, the 
injuries may not be restorable except through time, and may not even be identifiable at the time 
of the spill. Requiring all damages to be estimated in terms of predicted, specific restoration costs 
will delay and limit the ability of the public to obtain compensation for the injuries. In these 
instances, monetary compensation remains an appropriate and acceptable alternative, but one that 
is largely disallowed by the proposed rule. Implementation of the rule would leave the public 
inadequately compensated for large oil spills. 

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation 
United States: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and l11lelior 



2. The requirement for an agreed-upon, project-based restoration plan prior to compensation is 
unworkable. The rule assumes that the restoration effort can quickly be put together as a series 
of well-defined projects. In our experience, future years' restoration needs are dependent on 
previous years' results. Thus, requiring a detailed, project-based restoration plan to forecast all 
required restoration projects is not realistic. The 1996 restoration program for the Exxon Valdez 
spill has become a well-integrated program to aid the resources and services injured by the spill, 
but it could not have been constructed without the results of previous years' scientific 
investigations. 

3. The proposed rule should allow for the involvement of the responsible ponies only at the 
discretion of tl)e trustees. The proposed regulations require the government trustees to invite the 
responsible party to join in the NRDA process. This participation should be at the sole discretion 
of the trustees. A responsible party and the trustees have two different groups of people to whom 
they are responsible. The responsible party is responsive to shareholders' investment, so it is in 
their interest to be conservative in their damage assessment and analysis, and narrow in the scope 
of investigation. A public trustee has a different responsibility, and therefore may take a different 
path, that is not necessarily in the best interest of the shareholders of the responsible party's 
company. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. We appreciate your consideration of our review as 
you proceed towards a final decision. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Vern McCorkle, Chairman 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council Public Advisory Group 

on behalf of: 

Name 
Rupert Andrews 
Jim Diehl 
James King 
Nancy Lethcoe 
Brenda Schwantes 
Thea Thomas 
Martha Vlasoff . 
Pam Brodie 
Dave Cobb 
Chip Dennerlein 
Chris Beck 
Chuck Totemoff 

Principal Interest 
Sport Hunting & Fishing 
Recreation Users 
Public-at-Large 
Commercial Tourism 
Subsistence 
Commercial Fishing,. 
Public-at-Large 
Environmental 
Local Government 
Conservation 
Public-at-Large 
Native Landowners 
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September 25, 1995 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Molly: 

A few quick lines to comment on the recent field trip 
to Chenega and Prince William Sound beaches. Even though the 
unexpected weather kept us another day and didn't allow for 
a beach landing, from my perspective, the trip was a huge 
success. I have been on the EVOS-PAG for three years and 
with exceptions , never had the opportunity to really talk 
to my colleagues on the PAG or to agency personnel. I 
believe you will find that everyone on the field trip will 
agree on this. 

Someone on staff should be commended for arranging the 
return logistics given all the circumstances of weather in 
the southcentral area. All of the Juneau people caught the 
late flight Thursday evening out of Anchorage. All in all, I 
returned home feeling better informed and much more 
appreciative of agency restoration efforts. My thanks to you 
and the EVOS staff and especially to Cherrie Womac. 

?9egards, 

~~ Rupe . drews 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

Representative Con Bunde 
716 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 

Dear Representative Bunde, 

September 18, 1995 

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council's small parcel program and your comment in support of the 
nomination by Mr. James Donald Hopkins. Thank you for the information · 
from Dr. George West, who also provided us with a copy. 

As you may know, more than 260 small parcels have been nominated by 
various land owners throughout the spill area. These parcels have all been 
evaluated for their potential contribution to restoration. A copy of the 
Comprehensive Habitat Protection Process: Small Parcel Evaluation and 
Ranking - Vol. III report is enclosed for your reference. The small parcel 
program is clearly quite popular and there are many more nominations of 
parcels than the Trustee Council can purchase, at least not at this time. In 
order to move forward, the Trustee Council has identified 29 parcels of 
particular priority for the restoration of the resources and services injured by 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Further efforts are currently underway respecting 
these particular parcels (title searches, hazardous materials surveys, 
appraisals, etc.) prior to deciding which ones may be appropriate for 
acquisition by the Trustee Council. Several of these are in the Homer area. 

Although there are important attributes associated with the parcel nominated 
by Mr. Hopkins (KEN 146), this parcel has not been identified as a priority 
parcel at this time. Although KEN 146 is not among the current list of 
priority parcels, it is possible that it may be further considered in the future. 

The enclosed report provides additional detail on the small parcel ;review 
process. If I can provide additional information, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Mb~:~ 
Executive Director 

Trustee Agencies 
'· State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation 

United States: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior 
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August 16, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street, #401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

iiJ ~~,~ ..• ,, .. j! .,, i,~, .
0
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPll.l 
"I'DI!~Tl=" COli"" 'il 1!~l.iv .... t: ,.,llV • 

It has come to my attention that James Donald Hopkins owns an SO acre 
parcel of land, within the Eastland Creek section of Kachamak Bay State Park, 
that he is willing to selL I support the purchase of this parcel to help round 
out the north shore portion of the park, an area as yet undeveloped and 
possessing outstanding park values. 

Dr. George C. West, a retired zoophysiology professor from UAF and 
Executive Director of the Pratt Museum in Homer, has done a complete study 

·Of the Hopkins parceL This report of Dr. West's study should be in your 
. possession. 

The acquisition of the Hopkins land would be an asset in completing the 
Eastland Creek section of Kachemak Bay State Park, increasing the 
recreational potential of the park An additional benefit will be the protection 
of habitat for several species of wildlife affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spilL 

Your attention and careful consideration to this purchase will be greatly 
appreciated. 



:UII&«JIIII!iii:aJE ll!ii'I'IJOWJIOII!il 
P. 0. Box 841 

June 30, 1994 

Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907) 235-7095 
Fax (907)235-4230 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 40 I 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Trustees: 

This letter is in support of the application of Mr. James Hopkins for your acquisition of a 
parcel efland within the Eastland Creek section ofKachemak Bay State Park, and bordering 
Kachernak Bay, about 14 miles northeast of the base of the Homer Spit. 

The parcel is currently "landlocked" within the boundaries of Kachernak Bay State Park (see 
map). Purchase of this land would help to complete that part of the park on the north shore of 
Kachemak Bay, an area yet undeveloped, but in a prime location for recreational enhancements and 
potential access from the road system east of Homer, Alaska. Over half of the subject property 
appears to be steep bluffs along Kachernak Bay on the southeast, along tributaries of Eastland Creek 
on the east, and along an unnamed intermittent stream to the southwest. These bluffs rise to 500 feet 
above the shore of Kachemak Bay and then the property continues to rise another I 00 feet at its 
northwestern extent. 

Some of the bluff face is vegetated with alder; there are willows, cottonwoods, and alders in 
the stream valleys along with herbaceous vegetation. Some Sitka or Lutz spruce extend on ridges 
towards the mouth of Eastland Creek where there is an active Bald Eagle nest. The upper and more 
level portion of the property is heavily vegetated with spruce. 

The intertidal area of Kachemak Bay adjacent to the subject property is shallow and extends 
about one mile off shore at low tides. In this shallow intertidal area, silver salmon migrate to the 
head of the Bay, and many birds and marine mammals feed. We have seen thousands ofscoters in 
this area in early spring and winter. Marbled and Kittlitz's Murrelets feed here with Common Loons, 
Greater Scaup (in winter), Red-breasted Mergansers, Mew and Glaucous-winged Gulls, Black
legged Kittiwakes, Aleutian and Arctic Terns, Common Murres, Pigeon Guillernots, Sea Otter, 
Harbor Porpoise, and Harbor Seal. The mud flats at low tide support thousands of spring migrating 
shorebirds, some of which may use the intertidal areas at the base of the subject property. On the 
following page is a partial list of bird species that utilize this property. 

I 
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Species Use Species Use 

Bald Eagle nesting Bank Swallow probable nesting 

Northern Harrier feeding Gray Jay probable nesting 

Sharp-abinned Hawk probable nesting Steller's Jay probable nesting 

Northern Goshawk probable nesting Black-billed Magpie probable nesting 

Western Sandpiper feeding on intertidal mud Boreal Chickadee probable nesting 

Dunlin feeding on intertidal mud Red-breasted Nuthatch probable nesting 

Short-billed Dowitcher feeding on intertidal mud Golden-crowned Kinglet probable nesting 

Mew Gull feeding on shoreline Ruby-crowned Kinglet probable nesting 

Glaucous-winged GuJI feeding on shoreline Hermit Thrush probable nesting 

Black-legged Kittiwake feeding off shore Swainson's Thrush probable nesting 

Arctic Tern feeding off shore Varied Thrush probable nesting 

Aleutian Tern feeding off shore Orange-crowned Warbler probable nesting 

Common Murre feeding off shore Y ellow-rumped Warbler probable nesting 

Pigeon Guillemot feeding off shore Townsend's Warbler probable nesting 

Marbled Murrelet feeding off shore Wilson's Warbler probable nesting 

Kittlitz's Murrelet feeding off shore Fox Sparrow probable nesting 

Great Homed Owl probable nesting Golden-crowned Sparrow probable nesting 

Belted Kingfisher probable nesting in bluff White-crowned Sparrow probable nesting 

Three-toed Woodpecker probable nesting Dark-eyed Junco probable nesting 

Tree Swallow feeding Pine Grosbeak probable nesting 

V1olet-green Swallow feeding White winged Crossbill feeding 
Pine Siskin probable nesting 

I believe that acquiring the subject property to complete the Eastland Creek section of 
Kachemak Bay State Park will increase the Park's recreational potential for the citizens of Homer 
and the State of Alaska as well as providing contiguous protected habitat for many species of wild
life. 

Sincerely yours, 
-·? 

_(>~~~~ /"") 
George C. West, Ph.D. 
Professor of 
Zoophysiology, Emeritus 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 

2 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Molly McCammon 

--<' " .,...:.. ~~ l"fa'(;i Cramer 
Administrative Officer 

li!J 002/002 

DATE: September 8, 1995 

RE: Transcripts of the August 25, 1995 meeting 

While the transcripts from the August 25, 1995 meeting include two instances where 
the amount of funding approved by the Trustee Council for the FY' 96 projects is stated, 
(page 175, line 17 and page 176, line 7) I feel that a memorandum is necessary to 
clarify the actual amount approved. 

The following represents parts of the actual transcripts. 

1 . Starting on page 174, line 3 MR. RUE: Yes, I move ... adopt the recommendations 
for FY' 96 projects as outlined in the spreadsheets of August 1 5 ... making the 
changes reflected on page 12 of today's handout... And, finally, I also move the 
lrustee Council approve $589,100 for FY' 97 report writing costs ... 

2. Page 174, line 22 MR. IILLERY: Amend the motion to add $50,000 to 96027. 

3. Page 178, line 10 ALL TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEMBERS: Aye. 

The actual amount approved for the FY' 96 projects was $13,670,700 as reflected 
below. 

August 15, 1995 Worksheet 
Page 1 2 of handout: 

Project 96048-BAA 
Project 96064 
Project 961 54 

Project 96027 

APPROVED FY' 96 Projects 

$13,739,300 

-116,900 
-3,000 

+ 1,300 

+50.000 

$13,670,700 

Trustee Agencies 
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Gam;, Law. and Environmental Conservation 

United States: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior 

) 


