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PAG Report Notes 11-19-93)

1 The PAG met Jan ary 6-7, 1993 to review 1993 work plan--a draft mire'tmg summary
IS available (handout!

2 The PAG voting [cord was sent with the Trustee CounCil package last wee
Trustee Council sr ,ould have that ThiS shows how each member voted and
comments and amendments were agreed to as a part of the recommendation
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The transcript of the PAG dIScusSion on 1993 projects has been copIed for each
Trustee CounCIl rTljember, at the request of the PAG. to show the Issues, concerns and
minority views rat ad on each project I
A recurring concem by many members of the PAG IS the appearance that agenCies are
fundmg ongoing ~~erat,ons, or even double funding actlVltles, and that overhea1 and

~~:~~:tr~~~~C~lo~t:V~ee: el~~:~~~~en~ ;:~~:m~~d:~~onSlftr~;;I:~e I~A~~=rt~~s~~:
accountability anfto avoid duplicative and/or exceSSive fundmg for agencIes

Another concernJf the PAG was that It have adequate funds budgeted to meet at
least SIX times dur pg the year. not Just the minimum reqUired four meetIngs The PAG
has already held t~ree meetings and has another scheduled for February 10. 19 3 to
begin review of the restoration plan and habitat protection plans

6 For Trustee Cou cil information IS Jim Cloud's memo (handout), whIch IS also
supported by PA Chairperson Brad Phillips
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James L. Cloud
P.O. BOK 201014

Anchoruge, Ak. 99520

T(l: Brad Phillips, Chainnan EVOS PAG

From: Jim Cloud, ~ tmber PAG. Public-at·Large

Subject:Commenu on
£XXONVald

he 1993 Workplan
Oil Spill Trustet5 Cou blic Advis(lry Group

I would like:. to tab lhis opportunity to make some comments on some important issues conoeming~
1993 W(lrkplan and Su gel which was the SUbjecl ofa two dsy meeting of the EVas PAG last week~
Please k.eep in mind tha the&e comments llre my own and should not be interpreted as a represent.alio, of
other PAG mtmbers. ~ y conunents are meant 10 refle<;1 concerns of members of the group J repres.e~t,

that is the 'public-llt-lar e'. If l\pprOprialc, please include thest comment in your report to 1M Eva
Trustee Council and dis ibule copies 10 the other PAG members.

Public·At-Large

A[DOog the many speeiOll 'IIIerest groups of represenled on the EVQS PAG is the:. ·public-at-W'ge". ]'
public-at-Iarge is the bro dest of all groups or classes of people that have an interest in the manner in
which the EVOS Truslee Council directs the resloralion of resources and wildlife damaged by the EV 'S
and the associated fundin~ of activities ~Iled to the reslontion process.

The public-at-Iarge inciuL people that are citizens of the United Slates of America u: well as. people
who are Cilizt.ns of other fouDlries: consumers of goods a.nd &ef'lic~ as wellu conrumers of intangibl
services such as IOunSI'D. 0( simply ideals or nolions. It will be difficult but not impo:>sible 10 assure lh
one class of the public-lll-taq::e is not denie.d utiliZo1tion or service of a natural resource througb the
attempt to restOrt: 3 uttliution or service to anOlher cLass of the public-at larsf..

HabiLat Acquisition

After studying the materia
concluded lhatlbere are
interests of the public-at-!
and tnuufu sucb property
of restoring a losl ~rviee
acquisilion if the acquisiti

provided and listening to the disc:us.siotlS at p .....a meetinGs so far held, I hav
very extreme (OnmelS developing be~ special intcresta and the

ge. Central to WI conflict is the effort to acquire propeny or property rigb
r property rights to government ag~ncies for 'habitat procecuoo· as a meth

rovidod by .I rC,5ourcc wilhout recognizing the loss of a service created by th
results in a decrease of natural resources available. to th~ public:-at-b.rge.

11 is Qot in the interest of [~e public-at-Iarge to reduc~ tbe IllDOunt Of quality of natu~1 resources that are
accessible to the public-al.lrrge through private ownership. During !.he pasl two decades. tbe puhlic-u­
large bu lost &ccesIi LO naIra.! resources of unknown utility on literally hundreds of millioru of acres of
land in Alaska. During thl diSC\1SSiOn lithe recent PAG meeting tho Restomion Team was unable to
provide LDswers to Senator Elliason'l qIJestion5 regardinc the amount of property under government
protection compared with e amount of priVllely owned property IIld property rights.

Any further redul:lion in p
actions takeo by the EVQS
in order to restore a •serv!
Council 10 make such trade

lor fulure availability of re&Ources 10 [he public-at-large as a result of
nLStee Council would amount to a loss of a ·service· to one class of people
• to another. I do nOl believe it is lhe intent of the Court Or the Trustee
ffs to the detriment of tbe public-at-large.



The Wllhdrawal of prt ate property WllhoutlCplactment has an addltlow cost to the publlcoat ItflO '1eo
It ClUsea • rcdUChOn l the property tu base for local governments A lower taX hue (present or futu~)
causes extn. burden 0 area ~payor.
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No·Net l.os3

I urgo Ibo EVesT~ CounC.l1 to apply I principle of "No-Net-Loss" ofpnvate property or.CUSI t
natutL! re&O\I~ If Plartlcullr habitat IS found to be 50 val\ll.ble to the ~U'f CCtWR wtldhfo.
govemmeat landowner's should be reqUired 10 lrade some of !l'S f'C.$ources lD I manner wlucb leaves "co­
net·!oss" ofpnvalcly +ned property or acce6S to naturll ruources. Such uade5 or replacements sboul'
be accomphshed ut a or that provides for substantially cqullcvlnt property or te&C)uree aval1alnhty
................

Endo\mleat

This Idea has some ment Tho council should m1ke I detenJllnltlon of whether It can legally create an
el1dowment With the I~SI funds and how the endowment funds may be spc.nt The soooer this can gel 0
the ground lbe better ~Dce tho Umver611y of Alaska all eady h:u an endo'NmeQt prograro, perhaps then!
could be some econonu by putting rueh an endowment Ul WHo the UnlVenilty of Aluka, hnutcd of
course to uses spectfied by the EVOS Trustee Coooell I would recommttld & minimum endowment of
$200 Inllhon. With one If of th~ eamLllg5 rtlnV~led each year to protect the (oUl1dal1011aDd the other
h.lf used for purposes Ifled by the EVOS Tl'I.lstee CouncIl tQ the ~telttOD of the fouo.dahoa
................

Restorabon Plan

nus IS key to future spepdUlg plan, and pnontle$ I 1m frankly amum It h.. W::tG so loog Perhaps
the planners arc SWtlng with 100 complicated a document Nevertheless, I am please to SCle the EVOS
Trustees havt. ordered I ast track for prep&rltlon of the drall pliO and related NEPA reports 50 tbe dra
nay be used to fonnulat the 1994 Work Plan.................
Bu~ets and Accountn lilty

At our Janwry 6th and r~h meettng the~ WlS much dISC\/.SStO.a about the rtlAtively large budgets for the
AdttuolMrallon and R~t~r.ltIo.a Team The total of over $4 61IUlhon 1$ over 3o" of the p1anoed WQrt
expendltures (eltcludll~g ,he habitat aC<!Ulslllon fuod.) for 1993. ThIs 1$ In adehtlOD. to the overhead
aJlocat~oQS In. C4\Cn proJeli,t The PAG has sent th" TIl16Iee.s some rough reoomme.nd:lllOns Wtth theIr
approval HQlNeVCf, !'¢Cent news reports of a General Accounllnz Ofnce ~rt to CongreH cntlcal of
["de (I( flnAAcaal accuuntlbtllty among (ederaillgeneles for prognm spendlog IUld operations nas
encouraged me to make sbmc addlllon sugpllons to the Trustees

I Engas,e\an Independent accouollng finn to lIudlllhe expenditures of the EVOS Trust
Itlld ree;'mmcod a 'ystem for finllOcla[ oltld accouotlng controls uldependcot of the
"genct

2 EL~td 0 the above recommendatIons, develop 6 system for meuunllg the ef'faetivenC8S
of each coJect uocIertlkCll by the EVQS Trust to assure that I1\cfficletlClt.S are detected
npldly ad corrected or dISCOntInued

3 Engage F Independent coordtrn.tor or ·pnme coatnctor' to maDage the rutorauon
effort m ch hkc the role of the Coast Guard In tile EVOS cle.m-up phase

______--L----
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4. AB~cieJ that do nol comply with the system of independe.ot ICWUlItability shoul not
be Uowed 10 participale illthe projects undertaken.

s. Eng ge 111 independenl accounting finn to provide annual 'uditod financi.t.l stale cot&
on t c EVQS Trost ItId relaled e"pendilurns.

S6veral EYOS PAO ptrticipants expressed concern of agency budget featherbeddiDg. If the EVOS
TlU&lee Council will t;ke tho time to read the transcripts they will see several comments and ques:ti os
thai try to detormine~'age.ncies Ire augmenting their budgets by trying to usa EVOS fu.nding for
personnel and work I t would be accomplished as part of agency responsibilities. The EVOS PA does
Dot have the resourcu r the qU&lifi¢.ll.lions to make such. de«ctminalion. The GAO report only su~ports

sucb 6\1&picions of the public. Independent II.ccountibility is tbe only way to guard against such cbJ ea
and assure that expend lurts are heiDg carried out efficiently and productively .
••+•••••••• ~••••

Conclusion

'Thank you for includin
carry the endo~ment
at-large.

my comments with the EVOS PAG report. These COmmtllts do not particularly
the other members of Ihe EVQS PAC or the other representatives of the pu'lie.

cc: Doug Mutter,
Donna F1$Chet

vas PAG Coordinator
Vice Ch.air~n


