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CHARTER EXXOfJ ViUDEZ Oil S?lll 
TRUSTEE COUhCll 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL PUBLIC ADVISORY G:atm:'B~~ISTRJ\TIVE RECORD 

1. Official Designation: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Public Advisory 
Group. 

2. Objectiv~§ and Scoge·: 

In accordance with and pu~suant to Paragraph V.A.4 of the 
Memorandum c)f Agreement and Consent Decree entered into by the 
United StatE!S of America, through the Department of Justice, and 
the State oj: Alaska, through the Attorney General, on August 27, 
1991. and approved by the United States District Court for the 
District of Alaska in settlement of United States of America y, 
State of A12~1 Civil Action No. A91-081 CV 1 hereinafter referred 
to as the MC~A, the Public Advisory Group shall advise the Trustees 
(State of .Alaska Department of Law, State of Alaska Departlnent of 
Fish and <;:arne, State o£ Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation, u.s. Department of Agriculture, the National Oceanic 
and Atmosphl~ric Administration of the u.s. Department of Colnmerce 
and the u.S. Department of the Interior) through the Trustee 
Council wi~l respect to the following matters: · 

All decisions relating to injury assessment, restoration 
activities, or other use of natural resource damage recoveries 
obtained by the Governments, including all decisions regardinq: 

a. Planning, evaluation, ~d allocation of available 
f·unds; 

b. Planning, evaluation, and conduct of injury 
assessments; 

c. Planning, evaluation and conduct of restoration 
activities. 

d. Coordination of a, b and c. 

3. Period of Time Necessary for the Group's Activities: 

By order of the District Court for the ·District of Alaska, the 
Public Advisory Group is to advise the Trustees, appointed to 
administer the fund established in settlement of Pnited States y. 
Exxon cor;1ora,tion, Civil Action No. A91-082, and state of 
Alaska y. Exxon Cor~oration, Civil Action No. A91-083, both in the 
United sta1:.es District court for the District of Alaska, in all 
matters des:crihed in paragraph V .A.l of the MOA referenced above. 
Final. paY:m«mt into the fund is scheduled for September l., 2001. 
It is expected that the need for the Public Advisory Group will 
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continue until. approximately ·January 1, 2a·o2':·- ·.E~·Eeri.~lon .. o:f .. 'tlie .... ,_ .. 
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of the designated trustees. 

4. Official to Whom the Public Advisory Group Reports: 

The Public Advisory Group shall report to the Exxon Valdez 
settlement Trustee Council through the Chair of the Public 
Advisory Group at Trustee Council meetings. Other members of the 
group may report with the chair, as appropriate. The Trustee 
council's rE1qular agenda shall include a period during which the 
Public Adv.:i.sory G:roup representative(s) may report on its 
activities, ask questions of the Trustee Council, and be available 
for questioninq by the Trustee council. The U.S. Department of 
the Interioz~ is the designated federal agency to which. the PUblic 
Advisory Group reports to ensur~ com~liance with the Federal 
Advisory Coinmittee Act, including the responsibility of ensuring 
the neces.setry support for the Public Advisory Group. The 
designated Jl'ederal Official is the Alaska Office of Environmental 
Affairs 1 Environmental Assistant, or the Environmental Assistant's 
designee. 

5. Adm.ini;stratiye support: 

Administrat.L ve support for the Public Advisory Group shall be 
provided by the Trustee council's Restoration Team Administrative 
Director. ·rne Trustee Council shall. prepare an annual budget for 
the Public Advisory Group. The budget shall provide the PUblic 
Advisory GrcJup such funds as the Trustee council deems appropriate 
f.or ad:JQi_:Pi$·!:;rative .~upport for. the Public Advisory Group, from the 
joint fund established · fn the ·-·registry· of·- -the·- ·-united · States 
District court for the District of Alaska in settlement of united 
States y, ExxOn Corgoration and St~te of Alaska v. Ex¥on 
Corporation. 

6. Public Advisory Grou,p Membership, Selection. and 
Servjc.e_: 

The Public Advisory Group shall consist of ~5 members, including 
a chair and vice-chair. 

a. cJualifications for service - Members shall be 
appoir.lted to represent the · following interests: 
aquaculture; commercial fishing: commercial tourism: 
conservation; environmental: forest products; local 
goverr~ent; Native landowner: recreation users: 
scienc;e;academic; sport hunting & fishing; subsistence; 
public:-at-large ( 3) • 

Repre£Jentati ves shall be chosen based on their 
demonntrated knowledge of the region, peoples, or 
princ:~pal economic and social activities of the area 
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manaqem.ent as it relates to restoration,· as applicable. 

7. 

b. Nomination and Selection Nominations for 
membership may be submitted by any source. From these 
nominations the Trustee council will recommend 
membership to the Trustees, and followinq selection by 
the Tr..ls't:ees, the Secretary of the Interior appoints 
those selected by the Trustees. 

c. Minimum Term - Each member may serve two years !rom 
the date of appointment. Members are eligible for 
renomination and reappointment at the close of their 
terms. The Trustees may remove a member or officer of 
the Public Advisory Group for reasons of malfeasance, 
incompetence, or failure to attend to membership 
responsibilities. 

d. Officers - The Public Advisory Group shall have a 
chair and a vice-chair selected from the membership and 
approved by the Trustee council in consultation with the 
members of the Public Advisory Group. 

Expens§s: 

Travel, per diem and administrative support shall be borne by the 
Trustee council using funds from the joint fund established in 
settlement or UnitC~d states v. Exxon corporation and state of 
Ala§ka · v. :Qg:QD Corporation. While away from ho:me or regular 
place· of ... business in ·performance of busi-ness-- of-· the Ptlblic 
Advisory Group, members shall receive travel expenses;. including 
per dieu in lieu of subsistence, at the applicable federal 
government rate. The estimated annual operatinq cost for the 
Group is $106,000 includinq an estimated .s staff-years. 

8. Public Adyisory croup Meetings and ReCOrdS: 

The Public Advisory Group shall meet no less than four times per 
year. 

a. All Public Advisory Group meetings will be open to 
the public. Any member of.the public is permitted to 
file a written statement with the Public Advisory Group 
and a:ny member of the public may speak at a Public 
Advisctry Group meeting. 

b. Detailed minutes of· all meetings, including the 
time, date and place of the meeting, names of the Public 
Advisc,ry group members and other staff of the Trustee 
council present, names of the public who presented oral 
or written statements, an estimate of the number of 
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·matter discussed ·and .eaoh matter ... ref::!plyed, .. if apy, .by 
the Public Advisory Group, shall be prepared and made 
available to the public through the Administrative 
Director. The Chair shall certffy to the accuracy of 
all minutes of the Public Advisory Group. 

c. Meetings of the Public Advisory Group shall be held 
at a reasonable time and in a place reasonably 
accessible to the public. Notice of meetings shall be 
publish.ed in accordance with AS 44. 62.310 ( e}, AS 
44.62.175 and 41 C.F.R. 101-6.1015(b). 

d. All accounts and records of the activities and 
transactions of the Public Advisory Group shall be kept 
and ma.intained by the staff of the Administrative 
Direotc1r and, subject to the provisions of 5· u.s.c. 
§ 552, such accounts and records shall be available for 
public inspection at the offices of the Administrative 
Director. 

e. All rules and procedures governing the proceedings 
of the Public Advisory Group must be approved by the 
Truste(~ Council. 

9. Adminis;ratiye Autbority: 

The Public Advisory Group. functions are advisory only, and its 
officers shall have no administrative authority by virtue of their 
membership_, ___ ~xcept to recommend the Public ,A-dvisory Group budqet 
needs to the Adlninistratl. ve--. Director. . .. ,The - Trustee Council, 
through the Administrative Director, shall procure all needed 
space, supplies, equipment and. support for the Public Advisory 
Group. Any office space of the Public Advisory Group shall be 
located with the Office of the Administrative Director. 

10. Termination Date: 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 u.s.c. App., requires that 
the Public Advisory Group shall terminate two years from the date 
of filing of this charter unless the Group is renewed before that 
date in accordance with the requirements of that Act. 
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1:1. Authority: 

This Public Advisory Group is established as mandated by paragraph 
v .A. 4 of the MOA and shall be located in Alaska. Additional 
authority for its creation is found in the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, 
as amended,. 42 u.s.c. § 9601 et seq. 

r-·~) 

~'1f~~ setary of the nterior 

Date Signed: 

AUG 12 1992 
Date Charter Filed: 
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4/27/92 as amended by the TC 

1. Official Designation: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Public 

Advisory Group. 

2. Objectives and Scope: In accordance with and pursuant 

to Paragraph V.A.4 of the Memorandum of Agreement and 

Cons~nt Decree entered into by the United States of America, 

through the Department of Justice, and the State of Alaska, 

through the Attorney General, on August 27, 1991 and 

approved by the United States District Court for the 

District of Alaska in settlement of United States of America 

v. State of Alaska, Civil Action No. A91-081 CV, hereinafter 

referred to as the MOA, the Public Advisory Group shall 

advise the Trustees (State of Alaska Department of Law, 

State of Alaska Department of Fish and Game, State of Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration of the u.s. Department of Commerce and u.s. 

Department of the Interior) through the Trustee Council with 

respect to the following matters: 

All decisions relating to injury assessment, 

restoration activities, or other use of natural resource 

damage recoveries obtained by the Governments, including all 

decisions regarding 

(1) the planning, evaluation and allocation of 

available funds; 
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(2) tne planning, evaluation, and conduct of injury 
~ 

assessments; 

(3) the planning, evaluation and conduct of 

restoration activities; 

(4) the coordination of (1), (2) and (3). 

3. Period of Time Necessary for the Group's Activities: 

By order of the District Court for the District of Alaska, 

the Public Advisory Group is to advise the Trustees, 

appointed to administer the fund established in settlement 

of United States v. Exxon Corporation, Civil Action No. A91-

082, and State of Alaska v. Exxon Corporation, Civil Action 

No. A91-083, both in the United States District Court for 

the District of Alaska, in all matters described in 

paragraph V.A.1 of the MOA referenced above. Final payment 

into the fund is scheduled for September 1, 2001. This . 
Public Advisory Group shall terminate ten years from January 

1, 1992 unless extended in writing by unanimous action of 

the designated Trustees by July 1, 2001. 

4. Officials to whom the Public Advisory Group Reports: 

The Public Advisory Group shall report to the Exxon Valdez 

Settlement Trustee Council through the Chair of the Public 

Advisory Group at Trustee Council meetings. Other members 

of the group may report with the chair, as appropriate. The 

Trustee Council•s regular agenda shall include a period 

during which the Public Advisory Group representative(s) may 

report on its activities, ask questions of the Trustee 

Council, and be available for questioning by the Trustee 
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Council. Tlie U.S. Department of the Interior is the 
' ,,, 

designated federal agency to whom the Public Advisory Group 

reports to ensure compliance with the Federal Advisory 

Committee Act, including the responsibility of ensuring the 

necessary support for the Public Advisory Group. The 

designated Federal Official is the Alaska Office of 

Environmental Affairs' Environmental Assistant. 

5. Administrative Support: Administrative support for the 

Public Advisory Group shall be provided by the 

Administrative Director. The Trustee Council shall provide 

funds as deemed appropriate for administrative support for 

the Public Advisory Group, from the joint fund established 

in the registry of the United States District Court for the 

District of Alaska in settlement of United States v. Exxon 

CokPoration and State of Alaska v. Exxon Co6Poration. 

6. Public Advisory Group Composition, Selection, and 

Service: The Public Advisory Group shall consist of fifteen 

members, including a chair and a vice-chair. 

A. Qualifications for service -- Members shall be 

appointed based on their demonstrated knowledge of the 

region, peoples, or principal economic and social 

activities of the area affected by the Exxon Valdez oil 

spill, or by demonstrated expertise in public lands and 

resource management as it relates to restoration. 

B. Nomination and Selection Candidates for 

membership will be nominated by the public. From these 

nominations the Trustee Council will recommend 
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member~hip to the Trustees and following selection by 

the TrJstees, the Secretary of the Interior selects 

those selected by the Trustees. 

C. Minimum term - - Each member may serve two years 

from the date of appointment. Members are eligible for 

renomination and reappointment at the close of their 

terms. The Trustees may remove a member of the 

advisory group for reasons of malfeasance or 

incompetence. 

D. Officers -- The Public Advisory Group shall have a 

chair and a vice-chair approved by the Trustee Council 

in consultation with members of the Public Advisory 

Group. 

7. Expenses: Travel, per diem and administrative support, 

shall be borne by the Trustee Council from the j~int fund 

established in settlement of United States v. Exxon 

Corporation and State of Alaska v. Exxon Corporation. While 

away from home or regular place of business in performance 

of the business of the Advisory Group, travel expenses, 

including per diem in lieu of subsistence, shall be allowed 

at the applicable federal government rates. The estimated 

annual operating cost is $106,000 and the estimated man-

years for the group is 0.5. 

8. Council Meetings and Records. The Public Advisory Group 

shall meet no less than four times per year. 

A. All Public Advisory Group meetings will be open to 

the public. Any member of the public is permitted 
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t¢ file a written statement with the Public 
~ 

Advisory Group and any member of the public may 

speak at a Public Advisory Group meeting. 

B. Detailed minutes of all meetings, including the 

time, date and place of the meeting, names of the 

Public Advisory Group members and other staff of 

the Trustee Council present, names of the public 

who presented oral or written statements, an 

estimate of the number of other public present, an 

accurate description of each matter discussed and 

the resolution, if any, made by the Public 

Advisory Group, and copies of each report or other 

document received, issued or approved by the 

Public Advisory Group, shall be prepared and made 

available to the public through the Administrative 
• 

Director. The Chair shall certify to the accuracy 

of all minutes of the Advisory Group. 

C. Meetings of the Public Advisory Group shall be 

held at a reasonable time and place reasonably 

accessible to the public. Notice of meetings 

shall be published in accordance with AS 

44.62.310(e), AS 44.62.175 and 41 C.F.R. 101-

6.1015(b}. 

D. All accounts and records of the activities and 

transactions of the Public Advisory Group shall be 

kept and maintained by the staff of the 

Administrative Director and shall be available for 
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public inspection at the offices of the 
'j, 

Administrative Director. 

E. All rules and procedures governing the proceedings 

of the Public Advisory Group must be approved by 

the Trustee Council. 

9. Administrative Authority: The Public Advisory Group 

and its officers shall have no administrative authority, 

except to recommend budget needs to the Administrative 

Director. The Trustee Council through the Administrative 

Director shall procure all needed space, supplies, equipment 

and support. Any office space of the Public Advisory Group 

shall be located with the office of the Administrative 

Director of the Restoration Team. 

10. Termination Date: The Public Advisory Group shall 

terminate on January 1, 2002 unless extended as ~rovided in 

paragraph 4. 

11, Authority: This Public Advisory Group is established 

as mandated by paragraph V.A.4 of the MOA and shall. be 

located in Alaska. 

12. The charter of the Public Advisory Group is filed on 
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