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For Al aska Department of Natural Resources:

Jeff Bruno (appearing tel ephonically)
State of Al aska Project Coordinator
For U.S. Environnental Protection Agency:
Tam Fordham (appearing tel ephoni cal | ?/)
Al aska Resources Extraction Tribal Policy Advisor

For Yukon- Kuskokw m Heal t h Cor por ati on:

Franci ne Wman Dress
Epi demi ol ogi st
Yup'ik Transl ator:
John Mark
Taken by:
Mary A. Vavrik, RWR

BE IT KNOMW that the aforenentioned proceedi ngs were taken
at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before
Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary
Public within and for the State of Al aska.
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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(I'nvocation of fered by Joshua O evel and.)

MR. KUHLE: Cood afternoon. \Welcone to
the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
environmental inpact statement, conmonly referred to as an
EIS. M name is Don Kuhle with the Arny Corps of
Engi neers, and |'mthe project nanager for the EIS. Al so
here today are two people fromURS Alaska, which is the
contractor assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS, and
they are Taylor Brelsford and Mxie Alexie. They wll be
hel ping me with the presentation today. W also have a
court recorder here with us, Mary Vavrik, who will prepare
a transcript of the meeting for the record.

Here is the agenda for today. This is to
provide you with an idea of the topics that we will cover
Ve will talk about the purpose of today's nmeeting and then
the EI'S project mlestones. Then we want to provide a
basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed
it. Then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
inviting your conments. W& encourage you to get involved,
and we will tell you how to do that.

Feel free to ask questions as we go along. |If
you do have any questions or conments, please state your
name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
meeting. W also have tine after the presentation for
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questions and statenents that you may wi sh to make

W' re here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
mne project that will require federal and State permits.
In order to conply with the National Environnental Policy
Act, the Corps nust prepare an EIS to anal yze the inpacts
of the proposed project. The Corps is neither a proponent
nor an opponent of the project. It is Donlin Gold' s
project. And the EISw Il be used to nake permt
deci sions by the Corps and other agencies, and the scoping
meetings are the first step in the EI'S process.

Scoping neetings can also fulfill public
i nvol venent requirenments regarding cultural resources
under the National H storic Preservation Act, and the
Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes
t hrough governnent -t o- gover nment consul tati on.

This map gives an orientation to the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokw m River and
t he Yukon- KuskokwimDelta. This is a renmote area with
little devel opnent to date and no existing roads to the
region. The map shows that existing transportation and
energy infrastructure in A aska is concentrated in
Sout hcentral Alaska. The proposed mne would require al
new i nfrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. It
woul d all be subject to permtting before the project
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coul d proceed.

This map gives an idea of the |ogistics and
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
| ogistics for the mne include fuel and cargo from west
coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
Har bor from ocean-goi ng ships to barges and then again to
river barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would also go to
Bethel for transfer to river barges.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  You are both
covering each other.

MR KUHLE: |'msorry?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: He's
covering you. You're covering him The noise; we cannot
understand you. The translating is overlapping.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Your
translator is covering you, and we can't hear you.

MR. BRELSFORD: So let's try this: |
think the mcrophone will be here in just a mnute, but
let's try this. Don, if you speak first and then, John,
if you could translate follow ng, just by a second. Wit
till he finishes one slide and then translate that slide
And then when we get the mcrophones, | think we can get
everything going properly. Shall we try that?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: And speak a
little |ouder.
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MR KUHLE: Ckay. Should | go through the
beginning of this slide again? 1'll start at the
beginning of this slide. This map gives an idea of the
| ogi stics and supply links for the proposed m ne.
Transportation |ogistics for the mne include fuel and
cargo fromwest coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be
transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to
barges and then again to river barges in Bethel. Cargo
supplies woul d also go to Bethel for transfer to the river
barges. Fuel and supplies would then be barged upriver
and be off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk, and a
new pi peline from Cook Inlet would bring in natural gas.

(Translated into Yup'ik.)

MR KUHLE: Now we are going to turn to
the EI'S process, and we will start with why an EISis
prepared in the first place.

Can peopl e hear ne okay with this?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Your nike
isn't working.

MR KUHLE: How is that? The same?

National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA
requires an EIS for any nmajor federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment. In this
case, Donlin Gold has submtted applications for permts
under section 404 of the Cean Water Act and section 10 of
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the Rivers and Harbors Act. [Issuance of these pernmits
woul d be a nmajor federal action and require an EISto
eval uate the environmental inpacts of the proposed
project. The EI'S, along with other applicable |aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
to make their permt decisions.

In addition to conplying with NEPA, the Corps is
also required to conplete a public interest review and an
anal ysi s under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,
which requires that we select the |east environmental |y
damagi ng practicable alternative. And we will incorporate
the information necessary for these analyses into the
EIS --

(Translated into Yup'ik.)

MR KUHLE: This slide shows how many
agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work
together on the EIS. Cooperating agencies are selected
based on their permtting responsibilities for specia
expertise. As | said previously, the EISw | be used by
the agencies to aid their permtting decisions. It wll
not, however, replace their normal permtting authorities
and processes.

W have two of our cooperating agencies
participating by teleconference today, and 1'd like to
invite themto introduce themsel ves and say a few words
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about their agencies in the EI'S process. The first one is
Tam Fordamw th EPA. Tam, would you like to say a few
wor ds?
MS. FORDHAM Yes, yeah. ['msorry that |

can't be there. 1've had the opportunity of being in
Qui nhagak before and was with the group when they tried to
make it out a couple of weeks ago. So | apol ogize that
|"mnot there with you today, but | amon the phone.

I"msitting in our Anchorage EPA office, and EPA
is a federal agency, and we are a cooperating agency for
the Donlin Gold Project environmental inpact statenent.
W do not have federal permts to issue for this project.
However, we are a cooperating agency to assist the Arny
Corps of Engineers in developing an EI'S that addresses
regul atory requirenents and standards for clean air and
clean water, oil and chemcal spill planning and response,
and the National Environnental Policy Act, NEPA

W have oversight responsibilities for State
issued air and wastewater permts. And stop ne anytine if
you need to do that. And EPA has a regional mning team
wi th special expertise in areas such as air nodeling,
water quality and wetlands, geochem stry, environmental
justice, traditional know edge and tribal consultation.
And separate fromour role as a cooperating agency, EPA
has an independent authority to review and conment on
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other federal agencies' EIS docunents. Qur witten
comments wi || advise the Arny Corps of Engineers on howto
make inmprovenents to the EI S
And we | ook forward to hearing fromyou

regardi ng your concerns about this project. And thank you
for allowing me to participate by phone today.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Tam. W also
have Jeff Bruno with the State of Al aska on the line. And

"Il give hima few mnutes here, as well. Jeff.
MR- BRUNO Yes. |'mJeff Bruno with the
State of Al aska, Departnent of Natural Resources. | also

apol ogi ze for not being there in person. Due to the
reschedule, | had a conflict.

So the State has agreed to be a cooperating
agency. And what that means is that we will dedicate
staff, resources and expertise to the Corps and URS to
hel p devel op a thorough and conplete EIS. Minly the
State will be represented by the Department of Fish & Game
and the Departnent of Environmental Conservation.

But additionally, the Department of Health and
Social Services is devel oping a health inmpact assessnent,
often referred to as an HHA. This will be included in the
EIS. And what this does is this assesses the inpacts and
anal yzes the inpacts on the human environnent and the
human health of the proposed project. That is a very
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inportant part, and the Corps has requested that the State
conplete this, so we are underway with that. And also
additionally, we are doing that with the help of YKHC for
regional and | ocal know edge.

Additionally, as you will see later in the
presentation, the State has a lot of permts that will be
done outside of this process. So as Don said earlier,
this doesn't satisfy the State's requirements for
permtting. So there will be a large permtting effort
for the State if this project is to nove forward. And
that will happen at a later date; but for the tinme being,
the State is dedicating lots of resources to help nake a
conpl ete and thorough EI'S and assist the Corps and URS.

And again, | apol ogize for not being there in
person. So thank you for the opportunity to speak on the
phone.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Jeff. Donlin
Cold Project will require many federal permts and
consul tations, and this slide provides several exanples.
"1l highlight two of these and invite you to read the
rest. Since the project will place fill in wetlands and
other waters of the United States, the Corps will need to
make section 404 permt decisions as to whether to
authorize the fill. And since a portion of the project
pi peline woul d cross BLM lands, BLMw || need to eval uate
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a right-of-way application. You can find a nore
conprehensive list of the required permts in the Donlin
CGol d permt application on the project website.

MR BRELSFORD: Don, here is a question.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. We have a question?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  Yeah. | think
it would be better if he translates at the same time with
when you are speaking. It would be better for us to nore
understand it from yours.

MR KUHLE: You would like himto --

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER  Like he's
translating right now by the earphones, but if it's
possible if you can use the | oudspeaker at the sane tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Have you
work together, talk together while you have your
m crophone and he's talking. (Speaking in Yup'ik.)

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  ( Speaking in
Yup'ik.)

MR BRELSFORD: So, the question from our
friend i s whether we can have Don nmake a presentation in
an English slide and then immedi ately after have John
speak on the mcrophone, as well as over the radio
ear phones, one followed by the other. Does that -- is
that what people would like to see?

MR WLLARD CHURCH: | think what they are
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trying to get at is they want sinultaneous translation.
As Don is presenting, John is translating in sync.

MR. BRELSFORD: Thank you. Let's try that
for a few slides and then check.

MR. WLLARD CHURCH  What you ran into
earlier was one was over -- |ouder than the other

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER  Li ke now
since he has the mke, it should be okay.

MR. BRELSFORD: (kay. Let's try that
again, then. John, I think we will go back to
simul taneous translation with Don having the | ouder voice
because of the m crophone and then you having the
ear phones.

MR JOHN MARK:  Ckay.

MR WLLARD CHURCH: Wth that translation
systemthat you have there, can you adjust the vol ume
where the recipient can hear as John is speaking, but in a
much qui eter voice?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yeah. So each of these on
the top where the green light is, you can turn it up

MR WLLARD CHURCH So if John is
speaking quietly while Don is speaking |ouder, maybe it
woul d elimnate the problem And then the fol ks that have
the headsets can just turn up the volunme. Maybe that wll
wor k.
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MR BRELSFORD: So | think we are going to
try a fewnore slides with simltaneous translation, and
we will see howthis is working.

MR. KUHLE: The Donlin Gold Project wll
require many federal permits and consultations, and this
slide provides several exanples. [|'ll highlight two of
these and invite you to read the rest. Since the project
will place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permt
decisions as to whether to authorize the fill. Since a
portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM | ands, BLM
will need to evaluate a right-of-way application. You can
find a more conprehensive |ist of required permts in the
Donlin Gold permt application on the project website at
donl i ngol dei s. com

As this slide shows, there are also many permts
required fromthe State of Alaska. For exanple, over 56
percent of the pipeline would be installed on State |ands,
so the Departnent of Natural Resources would evaluate a
right-of-way application. The Department of Environmenta
Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
air quality permts. And the Departnent of Fish & Game
has permtting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.

The Corps will consult with the State Historic
Preservation Officer to protect cultural and historic
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resources. And again, a nore conprehensive list could be
found on the project website. So this overview of permts
shows why the various federal and State agencies are
involved in the EIS. And we will nowturn to the

m | estones of an EI S

Sone of you may be famliar with the steps in
preparing an EIS. The diagramon the right shows six
maj or steps that will be taken fromnow until November of
2015. A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
Regi ster on Decenber 14, 2012 initiating the EIS. The
scopi ng al so began on that date and continues through
March 29th of this year. Scoping involves public neetings
and other nethods to provide information and gat her
conments, and that's why we are here today.

After scoping, URSw !l work with the Corps and
cooperating agencies using information fromthe scoping
process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus
additional studies that they deem necessary, to produce
the draft EIS, which is estimated to be conpleted by
August of 2014. And I'd like to note that that's just an
estimated date, and the date could possibly shift.

Once the draft EI'S has been conpleted, there
wi |l be an opportunity for public review of the draft, and
that will occur from August to November 2014. Again,
that's the estimated time frame. And you will be able to
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see how your conmments fromthe scoping period were
addressed in the draft. And then there will be -- there
wi |l also be another round of public neetings and
opportunities to submt comments on the draft during that
period of August through Novenber 2014.

The draft EI'S and the coments received during
the review period will be used to prepare the final EIS,
which is estimated to be conpleted by Cctober 2015. And
the final EIS will then be used by the various agencies to
prepare the Records of Decision. FEach agency will prepare
its own Record of Decision on whether or not to issue the
permts or under what conditions those permts wll be
i ssued. And the Records of Decision are expected to be
conpl eted by Novenmber of 2015

I"d |ike you to note the gold-colored circles in
this slide. They refer to the public invol venment
opportunities. The first one is the scoping period that
we are in right now. The second one is the draft EIS
conment review period. Those are the best opportunities
to provide -- for you to provide input and nmake sure that
your concerns are heard.

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. And this can be broken into four areas. The
first is to provide information about EIS mlestones --
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and we discussed this in the previous slide -- to give you
an idea of the tine frane involved

The second is to share information about the
proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
presentation. Information is also available on the
website and in the newsletters that have been nailed out
to the households in the region.

The last two purposes are identify issues and
concerns to examne in the EI'S and section 106 process,
and to identify useful information fromcommunities. W
are counting on you to help us with these. W would Iike
to know what you would |like to see addressed in the EI S
and if you have any information that we could use to make
i nformed deci sions.

This is the schedul e for our scoping neetings.
The plan was to start with the villages nearest the
project and then nmove in the -- nove to the | ower
Kuskokwi m Ri ver and then travel to the Bering Sea coast
and the | ower Yukon and then finish with the mddle Yukon
and the upper Kuskokwim There has been sone changes
because of problens wth weather and getting into a
coupl e of the conmunities, so this is the schedul e that
we -- that has evolved, and it's the way we plan to finish
up.

In January we went to Crooked Creek, Aniak

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 17

Bet hel and Anchorage. |In February we went to Nunapitchuk,
Akiak, McGath. W are in Quinhagak today. W were in
Toksook Bay yesterday and Hooper Bay on Tuesday. |In March
we plan to go to Enmonak, St. Mary's, Holy Cross and

Kongi ganak.

This map is busy, but the color schene
represents the many subregions of the project area and
hel ps show how t he scoping plan was devel oped. For
exanpl e, the orange dots show The Kuskokw m Corporation
villages which are nearest to the proposed project. And
in this subregion we held nmeetings in Cooked O eek
because it was the closest comunity to the project, the
mne site itself, and also in Aniak because it's the
subregional hub. And for the other subregions our meeting
| ocations were chosen because they were subregional hubs.

VW will now move on to a summary of the mning
project prepared by Donlin Gold. And again, this is
Donlin Gold's project. It's being evaluated by the Corps
and ot her cooperating agencies in order to make permtting
deci si ons.

Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two
| arge international mning conpanies, Barrick Gold and
NovaCGold. And the Donlin Gold deposit is |located on |ands
owned by two Al aska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokw m
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Corporation is the surface owner. As you can see, this is
a very large project. It's expected to produce

approxi mately 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
27-and-a-hal f-year life span of the mne, during which it
wi |l process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

W have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in a renpte part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwi mValley and down to the YK
Delta. This area is hone to 66 conmunities that mght be
affected by the project. For many communities the project
m ght affect |ands and resources that are used for
subsi stence and other livelihood activities. The project
wi |l face an extensive set of |egal requirenents with nmany
permts required and many agencies invol ved.

The diagramat the bottomof this slide shows
the tineline fromexploration to closure. Donlin has
wor ked on exploration and environnental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submtting their permtting
applications. W are now starting the three-year
permtting period, the first step of which is holding the
scoping neetings. At the conclusion of the EI'S process,
the agencies will decide to issue or deny their permts.

If permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
and a half years of operations.
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And at the conclusion of the active life of the
mne, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
reclamation. This would include decomm ssioning the ml|
facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
treatment or tailings storage facility and also the waste
rock storage facilities. The |and would be recontoured,
and native vegetation would be planted.

W turn now to the major conponents of the
project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
The pipeline would be buried. It would not be up on
supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. It would be
cold. It would not generate heat. Were it crosses eight
maj or rivers, the pipeline would be installed below the
riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
shown in the center photo at the top of the slide. For
exanpl e, this HDD technique woul d be used to cross the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver and three forks of the George River

The image of the block valve on the right-hand
side of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way
woul d not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
subsi stence use areas. The right-of-way would be brushed
every ten years to provide continued access for nmonitoring
and mai ntenance by Donlin Gold. The construction process
woul d not create a road along the right-of-way. The
design woul d all ow access, but after construction, no
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i nproved access for vehicles and no bridges at water
Crossings.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga on the northwest side of Cook Inlet. Fromthere
it would cross the Al aska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokw m
River Valley and continue west of the mne site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State lands, 34 percent BLMIands, and ten percent Native
corporation | ands.

Note the blue segment near the mddle of the
route. This is an alternative pipeline corridor segnent
that woul d avoid the Dal zell Gorge in the Al aska Range.

It would separate fromthe originally proposed alignment
at mlepost 105 and rejoin the alignnment at mlepost 150.
Donlin Gold recently notified the Corps that this
alternative is under consideration and will be exam ned
during geotechnical investigations this comng sumrer.

This slide shows the project conponents at the
mne site. And 1'd like to highlight three of these.
Nurmber one on the slide is the open pit, which woul d
eventual |y cover 1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 nmiles |ong,
one mle wide and 1,850 feet deep at the end of the
mne -- towards the end of the mne life.

Nunber two on the slide is the tailings
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I mpoundnent, technically referred to as the waste
treatment facility. And it would cover 2,350 acres, or
about three and a half square mles. Tailings refer to
the powder-like material that is left after the gold has
been renoved fromthe mll.

Nunmber three is the waste rock facility, which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres, and this is -- the waste
rock is the rock that is renoved to get to the
gol d-bearing ore. These major facilities support the
mll, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
facilities in Bethel for transferring of fuel and cargo to
the river barges. There would be a new barge | andi ng near
Jungj uk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
barged upriver. And from Jungjuk they would be trucked to
the mne site by way of a 30-mle road. There would also
be a new 5,000-foot runway constructed near the mne site,
and there would be a 40-mllion-gallon diesel storage
facility at the mne site.

The proposed barge | anding at Jungjuk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back fromthe bank, for a total of 26 acres.
The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
t he Kuskokwi m River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.
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The fuel barges would be doubl e-hul | ed.

The navigation season woul d average 110 days per
year. And there woul d be about three barge tow passings
per day, nmeaning that if you were standing on the
riverbank, at any point you could expect to see two going
up and one down or maybe one up and two down, but a total
of three per day going up or dowmn. And each barge tow
woul d have four barges. There would be an average of 64
barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season. Cargo barges
woul d carry 550 tons each, and the fuel barges would carry
173,000 gal | ons each.

And note that the shipping season, barge tow
frequency, and the number of barge |oads woul d be roughly
the sane both during construction of the project and
during operations of the project.

Addi tional infrastructure includes a
construction canmp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. This includes
sonme smaller remote canps for pipeline construction, as
wel |.  The pernmanent canp woul d have 600 beds, and it
woul d support a workforce of up to 1,400 enployees. They
woul d be working shifts, meaning that only about half of
the total workforce would be on site at any given tine.

As | said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we
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will turn to several slides with exanples of these issues
and concerns.

One major area is water resources. The project
Is designed to result in no discharge of m ne-contacted
water, but there can still be some concerns. Sone
exanpl es are noted on this slide. Streans and ot her
surface waters woul d be diverted away fromand around the
mning activities in order to facilitate mning and to
avoid contamnation. G oundwater would be consumed as
part of the mning process, and it could affect base flows
of the nearby streans. Mne dewatering to keep water out
of the pit could | ower adjacent groundwater |evels and
again could affect the nearby streams.

And sone of the rock, when exposed to the
el ements, could generate acid or |each netals. So waste
rock, tailings, and all runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contam nating waters outside the mne
site.

Air quality is also inmportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues. There would be several
sources of em ssions, including a |arge nunber of |arge
mning vehicles. There would be a 227-megawatt power
plant. And dust created by renoving and processing the
overburden, waste rock and ore woul d al so produce
em ssi ons.
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Cimte change is a growing concern and wil|l
need to be considered, as |arge amounts of hydrocarbons
will be burned. Mercury will be |ooked at in severa
areas. Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive nercury,
could be released by exposing it during mning. Mercury
stack em ssions could occur during the mlling process,
and any nercury co-product woul d require careful storage
and transport. Also, given the large anounts of fuel and
hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
and good response plans will be crucial to preventing
spills. Oher major issues and concerns include wetlands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel
subsi stence and traditional |and use.

The proposed project would affect a total of
16,300 acres. O this, approximtely 10,000 acres are at
the mne site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000
acres are located along the pipeline route. These areas
woul d be inmpacted by excavation, filling, vegetation
renmoval or other disturbances. 6,900 acres of these are
wet | ands. There woul d be fish and wildlife habitat |oss
or reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16, 300
acres, and there would al so be direct disturbance of
i ndi vi dual ani mal s.

W have already discussed barge traffic and
noted that there would be a substantial increase, and
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subsi stence and traditional |and uses would also be
affected by the loss of [ands due to devel opment.

Here are some nore exanpl es of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the conmunities,
cultural resources and recreation. There would be a huge
new wor kforce in the area, 3,000 during construction and
1,400 permanently. This could bring new enpl oyment and
income, but also many effects on comunity life and human
health. Historical and archeol ogical sites and
traditional cultural properties that exist in the area
m ght be disturbed or destroyed. Recreational and visua
resources, including the Iditarod trail, mght be affected
by new structures and m ning operations.

To conclude, we know that the proposed project
and the land and resources are inportant to you, and we
woul d like to enphasize that there are several ways to get
involved in the EIS. And you are already doing an
i nportant part by being here today and participating in
the scoping nmeeting. You can find nore information and
submt a conment formthrough our project website,
donlingol deis.com You can contact ne directly. That's
my direct phone nunber and ny e-nail address on the slide.

For tribal matters you can contact the Corps of
Engineers tribal |iaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone
number and e-mail address are also on the slide.
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Amanda and | have had two tel econferences so far
to di scuss cooperating agency status or
gover nnent - t o- gover nment consul tation for the project, and
we plan to have nore. Tribal governments have the
opportunity to enter into governnent-to-government
consultation, which is a separate process from cooperating
agency status and the EI'S process.

We woul d now | ike to hear your questions and
conments. And we will see if there are any questions
first, and then if anybody has any witten or prepared
conments, we will take those

And here are sone ideas about the types of
conments that are hel pful in the scoping process. W are
| ooki ng for issues and questions that need to be anal yzed
inthe EIS. W want to identify potential inpacts and
effects on resources. We would like to hear any ideas you
have on alternatives, and we would like to find out about
any inportant information available in your comunity. So
we will go to questions.

MR MARK MOYLE: Can you go back one
slide, please, so we can get your e-nail address?

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: Hello. Peter
Wllianms from Quinhagak. What's a ton, unit of
measur enent, a ton?

MR KUHLE: A ton is 2,000 pounds.
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MR PETER WLLIAMS: How nmany ounces?

MR. KUHLE: How many ounces? That woul d
be 2,000 pounds, times 16 ounces per pound.

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: Are you good at math?

MR. BRELSFORD: Are you good at math? Can
you do the math?

MR. KUHLE: 2,000 tinmes 16 woul d be 32,000
ounces.

MR BRELSFORD: 32,000 ounces.

MR PETER WLLIAMS: What about the Native
perspective on [inaudible].

MR. BRELSFORD: The question was: Wat
about the Native perspective on the environnental issues
and not just the State perspectives or the federal
perspectives?

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: It will probably only
get one paragraph like the last time in the Togiak
National Wldlife EIS.

MR. BRELSFORD: So his conment was that
the Native perspective might only get one paragraph |ike
the last tine in the Togiak National WIldlife Refuge
docunent .

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: Yeah.

MR. BRELSFORD: (kay. Let's ask Don for a
response.
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MR KUHLE: | guess we -- you know, we
invite input fromany Native groups or tribes and, in
fact, that's why we have the governnent-to-gover nment
consul tation process, which is a separate process fromthe
EIS. So any tribe that has concerns and would like to
make sure that they are adequately represented in the
process can contact us. W also have invited themto
participate as cooperating agencies. That's a nuch nore
rigorous -- or requires much nore involvement. But those
are the two opportunities that tribes have to be involved
to make sure that their concerns are adequately addressed
in the process. So we definitely want to have nuch nore
than one paragraph in the EI'S

And we have four tribes that are participating
as cooperating agencies. As | said, we had two
tel econferences to discuss governnent-to-gover nnment
consul tation and being a cooperating agency. So |
encourage you to contact nyself or Amanda Shearer if
you -- you know, to discuss how you can be sure that you
are adequately represented or your concerns are
represented in the EI'S

MR PETER WLLIAMS: WII that be witten
comments by the |ocal people?

MR. BRELSFORD: The question was whether
there are witten conments by the |ocal people, if those
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woul d be reflected in the EIS.

MR KUHLE: Well, that's the purpose of
the scoping nmeeting here today is to invite both verbal
and witten comments. There is a nunber of ways to do
that. And any comrents that we receive during the scoping
period, which ends on March 29th -- any conments received
by then will be addressed in the EISin witing, yes.

M5. LUCY SMALL: [|'ve got a question on
your underground pipeline that you just nentioned. Howis
this going to be affecting the rivers, you know, meaning
the fish and the wildlife around it? And then, you know,
what happens in a major earthquake or a broken line
under ground crossing the rivers?

MR. KUHLE: The nmmjor river crossings
woul d be by horizontal directional drilling, which would
be totally beneath the riverbed. So there would not be
any above -- you know, there would be no crossings that
woul d affect fish. The other crossings on the snaller
streams woul d be done in a number of different ways, but
they would all require a State habitat permt fromthe
Departnent of Fish & Gane to nmake sure that fish were
adequatel y protected.

And as far as earthquake, the pipeline would
cross two fault areas, and in those areas it would be
el evated aboveground simlar to the Al aska pipeline where
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it would be constructed so that it could, you know, allow
movenent so that it would not be damaged during -- you
know, if there was ground nmovements, it could be able to
move on its supports so that the pipeline itself would not
be damaged. Does that answer your question?

MR BRELSFORD: Don, so maybe to refrane
your questions as scoping conments, | think one question
woul d be to ensure that the pipeline design would avoid
any spills or to analyze the effects of any spills on the
waters or on the resources. And then the second one on
seismc risk, to look carefully at what earthquake risk
m ght be for the pipeline and for other parts of the
mning project. Those would be scoping questions to be
addressed in the ElS.

MR. WLLARD CHURCH MW nanme is WIllard
Church. Maybe this question is for the State guy that's
on the phone. This is in regards to the HA human inpact
assessment. | know we were pushing for that for years to
try to get it included in the EIS and --

MR KUHLE: | want to make sure that Jeff
can hear you. Jeff, are you able --

MR- BRUNO |'mlistening.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Geat.

MR BRUNG  Yep.

MR WLLARD CHURCH: Ckay. Some of us out
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here in rural Al aska that were involved in the | GAP
program funded under EPA had been -- had an opportunity to
attend a | ot of the conferences and training regarding
mning in Alaska. And one of the areas of concern at that
time was making sure that an H A would be included in the
El' S process, which woul d address the human inpact of

m ning operations on the population working on site and in
the communities that are adjacent to the mning footprint
area. \Wen did the State decide to include the HAin the
EIS? That would be ny first question.

MR- BRUNO Don, can you repeat the
question? | think | caught nmost of it, but --

MR. BRELSFORD: So W/ lard described his
background as an | GAP staffer helping to urge careful
attention to human inpacts at the mne site or in adjacent
areas. And his first question was when did the State
decide to conduct a health inpact assessnent as part of
this -- as part of this EIS.

MR BRUNO The health -- Departnent of
Heal th and Social Services a couple years back pretty much
devel oped what they are calling their H A program and
it's afairly newprogram As far as Donlin specifically,
they started collecting data about a year back for their
basel i ne data, maybe even a |ittle further back. It's a
fairly new program but within the last two to three years
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the State has really been pushing to include HAs in |arge
EIS projects. So it's fairly new, but they have done
several for several large projects now.

MR. WLLARD CHURCH  Anot her concern at
the tinme when we were pushing the HY As was to make sure
that it had sone neat on the bones and it wasn't just an
assessment that would just briefly address the human
I npact issues that we were concerned about at that time.
|"d be really curious of what the H A would be consisting
of, what categories and what areas that it would be
addressing with human inpacts. And one thing that we had
di scussed during sone of the processes that | had attended
was whether or not this would just be applied to staff and
the workforce on site or would it be sonething that woul d
be overlapping into the adjacent comunities that are near
the mning footprint. 1'd like to get that question
answer ed.

MR. BRUNO As far as the specific
categories that it will cover, | can -- I'mwth
Department of Natural Resources, but | work closely with
them so | think the Department of Health and Socia
Services can better answer that. But what | can tell you
is they are definitely not just assessing the workers at
the mne site. They are trying to pick any conmmunity
that's inpacted and describe the inpacts fromthis
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project, whether it be on the pipeline or along the mne
site all the way fromthe transportation corridors and how
that could affect those communities, also. It will be
included in the draft EI'S so people will have a chance to
see it and conment on it.

Currently they are at a baseline data collection
stage right now in developing the H A here in the very
near future once they feel confortable that they have
collected all the available information. But the idea is
to make sure that they assess the inpacts to the
communi ties, not just the workers.

MR WLLARD CHURCH Ckay. |'ve got a
coupl e here.

M5. FORDHAM Jeff, do you have the
communities that are currently included in the HA? That
m ght be hel pful .

MR. BRUNO | can get that list.

MR WLLARD CHURCH: | have a couple nore
questions here. Yeah. Looking at the project summary,
the book that was mailed out about a month or so ago, page
21, managing mercury, there has been two concerns that
|"ve had over the years once this project was proposed,
and that was how mercury was going to be nanaged, and al so
cyani de managenent. You know, a third one woul d be ARDS
rock drainage. | haven't found out where the captured
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mercury is going to be shipped off to. You know, you
identified a federally regulated facility, but to date |
haven't heard where in the U S it's going to be shipped
to. No one seens to have an answer to that question.
Wiere is the federally regulated facility located? Is it
amlitary facility that manages mercury, or is it
civilian?

MR KUHLE: Al | can say is | don't have
the answer to that at this point. |'mnot sure if it's
been identified. It would have to comply with al
regul atory requirenents, but beyond that, |'mnot sure.
Tayl or, do you know if that was included -- | don't
believe that's been included yet in the information
subm tted.

MR. BRELSFORD: The purpose of the scoping
meeting is to nake note of that question and to see if we
can provide a specific answer by the time of the draft
EIS --

MR WLLARD CHURCH: And | think Lucy
brought up sonething that can be also identified as a
concern. You know, with the recent seismc activity
occurring out here in Southwest Alaska with the little

trenor that occurred six days ago -- | think it was 4.8,
about eight mles from-- toward the southeast side near
t he Kuskokwim River, | know the facility is designed to be
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able to handle, | believe, 7.8 magnitude. Are there any
docunented trenors or earthquakes that have gone beyond
the maxi num al |l owed for the mne site?

MR KUHLE: | guess I'mnot famliar with
the criteria that has been established to, you know,
devel op the -- you know, for engineering the nmne, the
tailings damand other facilities, including the pipeline,
but again, that's -- you know, as Taylor said, this is a
scopi ng neeting, and that's a good question to bring up.
And the way the process works is we will take the
information that's -- the plans and proposals and the
designs that have been subnmitted by Donlin Gold, they wll
be anal yzed by the URS teamand they will evaluate the
design, determne if any additional information or studies
are necessary, and that will be used to develop the draft
EIS. And there will be an opportunity to comrent on that.
But again, | don't have the specific answers to that, but
that's the purpose that we are here.

MR WLLARD CHURCH: Ckay. One nore.
Being famliar with the | GAP and EPA and some of the
monitoring progranms that have been funded under those
fundi ng sources, | know back when | was involved, we were
enphasi zing water quality and air quality nmonitoring. You
know, with prevailing w nds and constant w nds out here,
we were concerned at the time with prevailing w nds that
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any, you know, dust that would get up into the airstream
woul d eventual |y be dropped, you know, through raindrops
and snow and so forth along that airstream And we wanted
to really focus on neking sure that anyone involved would
really do a lot of extensive nonitoring of the water and
the air quality because of prevailing winds. And also al
water flows downstream And, you know, we are part of

t hat .

So | think there needs to be a real strong
enphasi s and focus on ongoi ng and | ong-term nonitoring of
those air and water quality.

MR KUHLE: That's a good -- good scoping
conments and we will consider that during -- you know, as
the draft is prepared to make sure that those issues are
adequately addressed. Thank you

MR BRELSFORD: Don, this might be a
moment to say when we wap up with the formal coments, we
wel conme the chance to talk a little more in detail wth
people if you have detailed questions. W can talk a
little bit about the data gap analysis and some of the
background work that's underway now. And | also wanted to
mention the posters that are along the wall. They have
sone additional information on the mlling process or sone
of the details about infrastructure design and so on. So
have a peek at those afterwards, as well.
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| think we were ready for another question over
here.

MR. MARK MOYLE: M question is prinarily
for the subsistence way of |ife and the water quality and
the air quality issues. Addressing the water quality
first, as you mentioned in your presentation, the exposure
of the rocks that have been capped for mllions of years,
we are not seeing the cinnabar and the gal ena exposed, so
we are not getting the nmercury and the lead into the water
system Mst of us fromhere, we hunt and fish, and a | ot
of folks like duck and goose.

Two things: One, during the life span of the
mne we are going to have a constant exposure, so the rain
falling in a sem-arid environnment is going to have a | ot
of lead and nercury into the watershed. So any of the
gane birds, they are going to be subsisting off of
vegetation and bugs and whatnot that are going to be
taking up those heavy netals into their systens. Concern
number one.

Concern nunber two, after 27 years, this mne is
going to be shut down and convert the mne cut to a big
| ake. Nunber one, it's going to be a constantly -- it's
constantly going to be |leaching netals into the water
system because of the angles of the cut. N nety degree
angles, there is no sediment that's going to seal the
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bottom of that |ake up, so it's going to be a constant
hazard. And the $750 reclamation bond per acre is going
to cover this when Donlin Gold goes away. So that's an
i ssue of concern

The other thing that |'msurprised the project
is going forward is because the netallurgy -- there is a
| ot of arsenic in this, and you guys happen to use an
autoclave in this systemto drive off these -- to
volatilize this stuff so that you can get a cl eaner
recovery of gold off the process.

And the other question is, you are using cyanide
in the process, and so you have X consunption of cyanide
per ton of ore to take up the base netals first. So
you' ve got all this netal you don't want. Is the
regul ations going to ensure that this stuff that's in
solution is going to be precipitated out and dealt wth
instead of dunping into a pond or dunped into the aquifer?
That woul d be a question | have.

Those woul d be the things that | want to nake
sure that we address is that the water quality was kept as
clean as possible, instead of having the right permts and
say, okay, we're going to raise the bar because you guys
can't meet clean water requirenents.

MR KUHLE: Okay. | guess I'll say thanks
for those cooments. And again, we will be |ooking at the
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information that Donlin has submtted. They have
submtted information on how they expect to deal with
those contam nants. You know, for exanple, they have
designed the project to have no runoff of any water that
contacts the mne. | understand there is a |ot of other
ways, including air emssions, potential |eaching into the
groundwater. Again, you know, we will take a | ook.

URS has a | arge team assenbl ed that wll
eval uate the proposed design as submtted by Donlin. Your
conmments are good in that they help us focus on issues
that people are particularly concerned with. So if you
have, you know, specific -- you know, any nore specific
details, you know, beyond those that you nade today about
particular areas or particularly any particular wildlife
or fish popul ations that you are concerned about, |
encourage you to provide that information, as well, and
that can be |ooked at during the preparation of the draft.
Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: Maybe one thing to nention
is that the permt applications that Donlin prepared,
including their environnmental nmanagement practices, those
are available on the EIS project website. The nost recent
one that was posted was the transportation plan that
includes the details for spill responses at the termnals
or the boats -- the barges. So sometines there is nore
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information available in the permt applications that
Donlin has provided. And those would be a good -- that's
the proposed action that the EI'S woul d be eval uati ng.

MR. MARK MOYLE: I'Il submt this stuff to
you in an e-mail for your input, but what's come to mnd
is we have had a lot of mnes around the United States
that have -- they have gotten their pot of gold and have
gone away. And with this, this open pit up here, after we
are all done with it, everything goes through and the
agencies do their thing, after it goes away, it's going to
be a problem And you see the pictures and the depiction
of how this lake is going to | ook when we are all done
withit. It's still going to be exposed rock after al
this time.

So I"'mjust wondering if there is a way that the
BLM the Corps of Engineers, and EPA can say, okay, we
need to make sure that this |ake goes back to a natural
state at sonme point. And it's going to cost the operator
money to change the angle of this open pit so that we can
ensure that it's -- because the only source of stuff to
seal up the bottomof this |ake [indecipherable] from
water comng intoit. Are we going to nake sure that
sonehow this thing gets capped so that the water quality
in that |ake eventually cleans itself up?

| don't know. | don't know how to explain it
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any further. That's where |'mgoing because with all the
m ning operations | have been involved in, |'ve seen so
much di shonesty with it and how the environment is just
turned to trash because of the actions. And |I'm concerned
it's going to happen here and it's -- when NovaGol d goes
away, that it's going to be a problemfor the locals. And
are we going to fix it and nake sure that they fix it
while they are mning?

MR. KUHLE: | guess what | heard is that
you are talking about different alternatives in the design
of the mne.

MR MARK MOYLE: And | don't know if this
is a place to discuss that.

MR KUHLE: Well, it would be. And we
will be looking at alternatives. And if you are talking
about the angle of the slopes, that's a coment |'d ask,
you know, that you -- you have already nade it. It's on
the record now. And that can be |ooked at as we devel op
al ternatives.

As | nentioned in our presentation, the Corps is
required to select the |east environnental |y damagi ng
practicable alternative under section 404(b)(1) of the
C ean Water Act, neaning we cannot issue the permt if it
is not the |east environnental |y damaging practicable
alternative. So you know, anything -- any ideas that you
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have related to a design -- it sounds like you are aware
of a nunber of other mne projects. If you have ideas on
how t hose mines could have -- sonething could have been
done differently -- it sounds |like you have some ideas
regarding this mne. ||, you know, ask that you get them
into the record so that they can be | ooked at in the
draft.

And not only under section 404 of the Cean
Water Act, but NEPA, of course, has a process of
devel opi ng and | ooking at the various alternatives. So
that's -- you know, that's what we are looking to dois to
ensure that this mne is not a project in the future after
it closes. That's one of the things we are hoping to
acconplish. Thank you.

MR. WLLARD CHURCH | have anot her
question here for the State representative that's on the
phone. M name is Wllard Church. In regards to
standards, water quality standards and ambient air quality
standards, do you have those established currently for
that area?

MR. BRUNO Was that a question of
baseline that's been --

MR. WLLARD CHURCH | know you have been
doing sone water nonitoring up there and air nonitoring.
I's there any work towards establishing those standards for
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that area or using general standards for the State?

MR. BRUNO | apologize. So the question
is, if we are going to -- if standards have been
established for that area as far as air quality, right?

MR. WLLARD CHURCH  Air and/or water
quality, both.

MR BRUNO Air and water quality. You
know, as far as --

MR. KUHLE: Are you there, Jeff?

(Phone di sconnected.)

MR KUHLE: Are there any other questions
while we are waiting to get the phones back up?

MR. BRUNO Sorry about that. Are we back
on?

MR. KUHLE: Just got back on. Did you
hear when we dropped of f?

MR BRUNO No. M and Tam were on, so
we tal ked, and it sounds |ike she mght be still be on and
back with us, too.

MR. KUHLE: Are you there?

MR BRUNO | am This is Jeff. So just
back to that question, you know. | would have to get with
DEC, Department of Environnental Conservation, and get
that site specific information. But if there is any
chance you can get the -- who was that that was asking the
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question?

MR KUHLE: It was Wllard Church. W
will get his contact information and put himin touch wth
you.

MR- BRUNO Yeah. And I'Il get himthe
site specific information for that and nmake sure
articulate it correctly. But | need to get with the DEC
air quality people and water quality people and see if
there is any regional site specific criteria in that area.

MR KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Jeff.

MR WLLARD CHURCH: Let me just follow up
with the reasoning why | posed the few questions. | think
you need baseline standards in order to nake the
determ nations whether or not you will be exceeding those
standards or within the standards thenselves. So there
needs to be standards established for water quality and
air quality so that you could know where you are wth any
di scharges getting into the atnosphere or into the water.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR PETER WLLIAMS: What's the nercury --
what formis it in, solid or liquid? Are you going to
mne it?

MR. KUHLE: As | understand, there would
be a nunber of different ways that mercury -- you know,
that we woul d have to nake sure that the mercury was kept
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fromgetting into the environment. |'mnot sure of the
exact -- whether -- whether liquid or gaseous, however. |
know there is concerns regarding air emi ssions and just
getting into the water or any nunber of ways. | don't
have the answers to that specifically.

MR PETER WLLIAMS: [inaudible.]

MR BRELSFORD: So the l|ast question was
whet her mercury would be mned in this project. | think
one thing to say is that nercury is naturally occurring in
the rock of the central Kuskokw mregion, so when that
rock is disturbed or exposed, that nercury is exposed and
can be picked up in the water, or if it's turned into
dust, that could be picked up into the air. So those
woul d be -- it's a source rock, and the environmental
management has to capture that mercury. And then after
they have captured the mercury in the mll process, they
do have to ship it off site in a secure container

So when Don talked a little while ago about
moving the mercury away to a safe place, that's the
mercury that is captured out of the air or the dust.

MR. JOHN SHARP: Thank you. | wll speak
bot h | anguages, Yup'ik and English. First of all, ny name
i's John Sharp, originally born and raised right here in
the Native Village of Quinhagak, and I'mstill here, and
so are these other people that are born and raised in this
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village. People here in Quinhagak, Goodnews, Platinum
Eek, Tuntutuliak, we are the Unit No. 10 within the
Calista Region. | have a question because |'mkind of
conf used.

Are you only just talking about Donlin O eek
operating in Crooked Creek and those surrounding
communities there? And ny question is: Are you planning
to make project research on these mnerals right here in
our area, Unit No. 10 within Calista? Because | have a
| ot of concern with this operation that's going to be
done, if it is done.

Peopl e, our village and the peopl e of Qui nhagak,
CGoodnews, Platinum Eek and Tuntutuliak, our area has so
many seepages right within our mountains falling into our
river and out to the bay fromthe | akes of these
mountains. And ny concern is if these chemcals |ike
mercury or if it happens to be a project performed to
conplete a pipeline -- and already some of them mentioned
that if something happens and break down, and there is
going to be a lot of nmess because right here in our area
subsi stence issue is a very -- very inportant and nunber

one, first of all. And so if those things happen, those
ki nds of accidents happen -- we all know what happened
in--in @Qlf of Alaska with this oil spillage several
years ago.
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(Speaking in Yup'ik)

This land we are standing on and |iving on,
especially the Natives, is our natural resource, our food.
" msure you m ght have sone good equi pment to work with
wherever you are going to -- oh, yes. | have a question
Wiich area exactly are you tal king about to propose this
mning? Is this right here within the Unit No. 10 of
Cal i sta Region?

MR KUHLE: | guess |'"mnot -- |'mnot
famliar with the unit nunbers, but | can tell you where
the mne siteis. It's located -- the mine itself is
| ocated ten mles north of Crooked Creek off of the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver. The other project features that we are
tal king about is the pipeline fromCook Inlet to the mne
site to bring in natural gas. So the actual mning for
gol d and, you know, also the things we tal ked about are
| ocated at the mne site, located ten mles north of
Crooked Creek. There will be a substantial increase in
navi gation on the KuskokwimRiver. They will be barging
all of their fuel and supplies up the river

MR JOHN SHARP: And the reason why | ask
that is because there nay be a m sunderstandi ng because |
was thinking that this conpany m ght be doing sone
research within our region right here in Unit 10.

MR KUHLE: No. The project as proposed
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to us only includes the mine site at -- ten mles north of
Crooked Creek.

MR. JOHN SHARP: Ckay. The reason why |
stood up and said this is because so many of us within the
Unit 10 area of Calista is we have so nuch concern with
our lifestyle in this area, and so |'mhoping -- and sone
of us are hoping that this is not going to be done right
away because we are often, you know, not in favor of
opening up mning in this area because of our subsistence
lifestyle and our Native tradition. So | hope my concern
I s understood, and question.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. W have
it -- it's in the record now so, you know, your questions
wi |l be addressed in the draft ElS.

MR JOHN SHARP: (Ckay. Thank you.

MS. LUCY SMALL: | have a question on the
barging you had nentioned earlier. Howis this going to
be affecting the fish runs, you know? Fish runs are
getting lower and |ower as we know it. | was just
wonder i ng about the amount of your barge runs you were
tal king about, howis this going to be affecting your --
you know, the sal mon going upriver?

MR. KUHLE: That's an issue that's been
raised and will be | ooked at. You know, we will |ook at
the proposed barging activity and the transportation plan
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that's been submtted by Donlin. URS, who is the
contractor preparing the EIS, wll |ook at the studies
that have been done and any information that's available
regarding fish runs on the Kuskokwi mRiver. W have
received some specific conments in some of our previous
meetings, you know, about specific areas and specific
runs, so those will be specifically addressed in the EIS.

I f you have, you know, any information regarding
runs, you know, that you are particularly concerned of,
you know, any fish or habitat or fisheries that you want
to be, you know, sure are not adversely inpacted, I'd ask
you to provide that information during the scoping period
so that those can be | ooked at during this process.

And again, that's the purpose of the scoping
meeting, to gather that type of information so we can
identify the resources that are there, you know, the uses
of those resources that currently exist, and to eval uate
how t hose woul d be affected by the proposed project, and
then to make our permtting decisions based on that
information. So again, if you have any specific
information, I'd ask, you know, that you submt that to
us.

MS. GRACE HILL: | have a question that
|"d like to clarify with John that it does not only affect
that area; it affects all of us fromPlatinum Goodnews,
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all the way. Not only will it affect Crooked Creek or
wherever that mne is because it wll affect subsistence
fishing, everything. And | think we need to really, as
they say, you know -- how you are saying, you are doing
this and you are doing this the right away. There is

never a right way to do anything until it happens.
And | think when | went to one of the mnes in
Nevada, | went to a bus for, like, how many hours, and I

sat there and | thought, nman, there is not one bird I've
seen, not one aninal, nothing except rocks piled of
mning. And you know, when you talk about that and what
you have seen, no vegetation, nothing, it -- it got me to
thinking, will this be just Iike that over that Donlin
Mne. And you know, when you see it, you think about it.

It affects all of us, all the whole areas with
their subsistence way of life, fishing, barges going up
It still will affect the fish because they are trying to
go up and the barges are rolling up. | mean, anything
good you say will come out of it, it will affect the
Natives' subsistence way of life, no matter how we | ook at
it. And | think these are concerns of the people al
around the area is the Natives' way of life.

You know, prices are going up, even in the
stores for a piece of chicken. Wll, we depend on fish
birds, whatever we can get. And the whole idea is that we
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try to work together and find solutions that -- you know,
things will happen. Look at that oil spill we had. It
affected a lot of aninals and killed them all these

t hi ngs.

And when you bring somebody to the neetings, you
shoul d bring somebody that will answer these questions
like Wllard had. And then you will say, well, we wl
ask them Qur people are willing to conme to the neetings,
and definitely you guys should bring people that know the
answers.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. | guess first of all,
guess, you know, we do agree that the inpacts are not
limted to the mne site, and that's why we are having
t hese scopi ng meetings throughout the various regions is
to, you know, find out, you know, what resources and uses
are there and what the potential inpacts to those are.

["I'l junp ahead to your question about bringing
people to the neetings. The purpose of the nmeetings is
to, you know, find out what the questions are, and then
there is -- you know, it's not a sinple thing that all the
answers are available right now W are going through --
we are going through the process of trying to identify
what the questions are so that they can be |ooked at in
detail .

And we have -- it's going to take a year and a
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half to produce this draft EIS. And during that period,
you know, URS will |ook at the mine proposal and the
proposed -- the actions that's proposed, and they'll | ook
at the resources that are there and what the inpacts are
going to be. And that's the process of identifying what
the inmpacts will be. And then we will nmake our decisions
based on that. So we are well aware that the potentia
I npacts extend beyond the m ne.

| hope | answered -- | know | probably didn't
touch on everything you said, but do you have any
followup to that or any questions that | can answer?

M5. GRACE HILL: | don't think so.

MR WLLARD CHURCH: | have anot her
questi on.

MR MARK MOYLE: W have to catch a plane
in 15 mnutes, and one of our party has a question for you
guys, if you can --

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Sure. Go ahead. They
need to | eave soon. Maybe we'll take their question
first.

MR BAVILLA MERRITT: ['mBavilla Merritt
from Goodnews Bay. | don't speak very well in English
but | can speak a little bit all right. But |I have just a
few questions. Wat's the difference -- the platinum
mning that's been started in 19 -- early 1930s, platinum
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and gold, and that one up there starts not very long ago.
VWiat's the difference between themtwo m nes?

MR KUHLE: The difference, other than
the --

MR BAVILLA MERRITT: On the environment
and all those things.

MR. KUHLE: | guess I'mnot very famliar
with the platinummne. | guess we are evaluating the
Donlin Mne as it's been proposed to us. |'msure there
is many differences and many simlarities on both m ning
projects, but they are in very different areas. They are,
you know, different mining processes. One is for
platinum one is for gold.

MR MARK MOYLE: | can answer that
question for you. Platinummakes a lot of dirty water,
the Goodnews platinummne. It doesn't contami nate the
environnent with chemcals or risk of contam nating the
environnment with chem cal s.

MR. BAVILLA MERRITT: | can speak it in
Yup'ik. (Speaking in Yup'ik.) Like the Donlin Gold, they
have different -- some mneral to use in mning.
(Speaking in Yup'ik.)

THE TRANSLATOR: H's main question is
that, you know, mines have to do processes that they go
t hrough, and he's wondering if Donlin Gold is proposing a
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certain type of project -- a certain kind of process, |
mean, if they are using any chemicals to separate the gold
fromthe ore and so forth

MR. KUHLE: Yes. They have provided somne,
you know -- a lot of detail so far on the process that
they will be using, and if -- you know, if you have tineg,
you coul d | ook at sone of the posters on the walls, and
they give kind of an overview of those processes and give
you a good idea of what they are proposing, you know, the
processes and chem cals that are involved and how t hey
plan to deal with those.

MR. BAVILLA MERRITT: Yeah. (Speaking in
Yup'ik.) Younger generations, they don't eat very much
fromthe land, just like old people like us -- we are
getting old, right? They are changing. Younger
generations is changing now. Mybe half of them nake
living fromthe land, half of themmake living fromthe
English way, Wite Man people, sonething |ike that.
(Speaking in Yup'ik.) CQur generation, our children and
their children, what they going to do without -- wthout a
job, you know? The fishing is good, but not enough for
t hem younger generations. And those other mning up there
is too -- not enough for the younger generation, too.
(Speaking in Yup'ik.)

W are doing the best we can of the things we
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operate, especially our younger generation. Mst of them
will be just like white people, not Iike me or not |ike
you.
But | just wanted to mention this before I go.

W got not nuch time left. Mybe our plane is up there
al ready. Thank you.

MR KUHLE: Thank you

THE TRANSLATOR  That was the gist of his
question. H's concerns was spoken in English, but the --
his concern mainly is towards the young people, the
younger generation, how they are today. Their eating
habits is that of a western style and not cultural,
Native. And he's concerned that, you know, western style
eating habits cost noney, and he's saying people will need
to have jobs in the future. And he said that even though
there are for sure sonme unwel come things happening with
the mnes, that he woul d support opening even nore m nes
so that the younger generation would have an opportunity
to have jobs available to themto satisfy their lifestyle.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks. And | believe
those issues will be looked at in the EIS as far as the
i npacts on subsistence, and there will also be the health
i npact assessment. So | guess those comments are in the
record now and will be considered in the draft EIS

MR. WLLARD CHURCH: In your EIS, a lot of
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it has to do with environnental inpacts, and including the
H A, which is nmore recent. But, you know, |ike Bavilla
said, there is definitely going to be some social inpacts,
you know, inpacts to econony, to the lifestyle and way of
life to, you know, a new generation comng up through the
ranks; they are going to be in need of having, you know,

| ong-termjobs.

And the federal dollars are shrinking. You
know, we get very little fromthe State. There is not
much of an econony. W are |ooking at declining sal non
runs. Qur conmercial fishing econony is dropping. There
is alot of issues here that we have to think about and
thi nk about very carefully because there is going to be
inpacts that affect our whole lifestyle and way of life
fromevery aspect and every spectrum when you think about
t hat .

Pretty tough decisions for everybody to take
into consideration here, you know. Everyone has to decide
for themsel ves, you know, where they stand on the issue
because it is going to have a far-reaching effect.

| wasn't exactly going to talk about that, but |
wanted to ask some questions about the ERP, environnental
response planning that's going to be part of operations
and potentially the EIS process. | know they are going to
devel op ERPs for the mining operations. You know, |ike I
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sai d before, you know, water flows downstream and you are
going to be having nunerous barges transporting in

doubl e-hul | ed barges, but also in sealed containers. And

t he back-haul is going to include transporting nercury out
of the area.

You know, there is a lot of conmmunities that are
along the river there and down on the coast. Is there
going to be any funding becom ng avail able or through
Donlin to assist those conmunities with developing their
own ERPs so that they can at |east have some planning in
pl ace which would assist themw th dealing with any
grounding issues or hull breaches or any sinking of barges
that could potentially occur along the transport route?

MR KUHLE: So --

MR. BRELSFORD: So the question on
response plans is very nuch central to the EIS. There are
sone draft response plans in the transportation plan
submtted by Donlin, and I can show you where to | ook that
up on the website; but those are the ones we are going to
| ook at again. And certainly the point you make about
| ocal participation in those plans and the response teans,
that's a really good point that we will highlight in the
El S.

MR. BILLY TEELUK: Billy Teeluk. |'mfrom
Eek. These two guys that kind of asked questions, can
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ask you when are you going to send the nmoney to Qui nhagak,
Eek, or Platinumor Goodnews and give the villagers a job,
li ke maybe five -- five people would clean up the area,
things like that that the village needs? That's all.
Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: So you want to know when --

MR. TEELUK: Well, you got lots of gold.

MR KUHLE: | need to clarify that, you
know, I'mwth the Corps of Engineers who is -- we are
doing the EIS. The proposal is for Donlin Gold. They are
the ones with the gold. W are |ooking at potential
i npacts of the project. |If there needs to be measures
taken to, you know, avoid or mnimze or mtigate the
potential inpacts, you know, that's where we will be
involved, and we will, you know, make the necessary
requirenents to avoid, mnimze and mtigate the inpacts.

MR WLLIE MARK: (Speaking in Yup'ik.) My
nane is WIllie Mark. | live here in Quinhagak. (Speaking
in Yup'ik.)

THE TRANSLATOR: M. WIllie Mark states
that he was born here, and he witnessed as -- as he was
growi ng up mning operations on the Arolik Rver, the
so-cal | ed Kowkow mning operation. | think he nmentioned
that they were sinultaneously operating at -- during that
time, but he witnessed the Arolik River would get very
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murky and nuddy, and sal nmon and other fish were no |onger
init since the mnes were in operation. And once they
set down and after a long while, once the water got clear
and cleaner, the fish started to come back. Now we use
the river to do our subsistence activities.

And he wanted to share this information and
hopes that it will be of sone use to the study.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank him-- | thank
you for the coments, and that's -- you know, we hope to
make sure that there aren't any -- that we can avoid and
mnimze those inpacts to the environment simlar to those
that you experienced. Thank you. Any other questions?

MR. HENRY MARK: M nane is Henry Mark
from Qui nhagak. M question is regarding the wetland
permtting. 16,000 acres is a lot of land to disturb.
Wiat's the conmpensatory mtigation process? Can you
expl ai n what that process involves? NVK had to go through
this compensatory mtigation for disturbing the seven
acres of land for one of our projects, and the project had
to conpensate nonetarily for disturbing this [and area.

So I"'mcurious if Donlin Creek will propose such a
mtigation process, if it's going to be disturbed, this
16, 000 acres.

MR KUHLE: Yes. | believe it's -- as far

as -- you are right that it's over 16,000 acres total
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inpact. 6,900 of that is wetlands. And Donlin has, you
know, mapped out those wetlands and submtted the
information to us. W wll take a ook at that to, you
know, check the adequacy of it to, you know, |ook at the
functions and val ues of those wetl ands.

And the process required by our regulations is
first that we avoid the inpact to the wetlands as nuch as
possible, that those that can't be avoided are mnimzed
and if they can't be avoided or mnimzed, then
conpensatory mtigation is required. There was a new
mtigation rule in 2008 that requires that the first
priority or the first type of mtigation is through a
mtigation bank. And Donlinis -- or I'msorry. Calista
is working with the conpany, you know, | ooking at
devel oping a mtigation bank that mght be used. It's,
you know, in the very early stages of that. That hasn't
been submtted to the Corps yet. But that's one thing
that may be an option to Donlin is to utilize that
mtigation bank.

If there is a mtigation bank and the project is
withinit's -- the service area of that mtigation bank
then that would -- they would be required to use that
unl ess they denmonstrated, you know, why there was a better
option.

The second priority or the second preferred
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means of mtigation is through fee-in-lieu, which is the
conservation fund that | believe is the only option in

Al aska that they could use for that. And beyond that, it
woul d be applicant provided conpensatory mtigation. So
it's sonething that they are |looking at. You know,

it"s -- we don't have a mitigation bank that the project
is wthin the service area of yet, but if one is available
at the time, that would be the first priority. By the
time the -- in order -- by the tinme the draft EISis
prepared, we should have a lot nmore information on that.
And in fact, we would have to have -- Donlin wll have to
submt to us a mtigation plan that we can reasonably

be -- expect to be available as far as mtigation bank or
what ever other neans to be available at the tine the
permts would be issued, if they were to be issued.

MR HENRY MARK: So for projects, say,
around our conmunity, would the same processes -- we went
through it once. If we apply for another project because
my area is nmostly wetland, would that inpact all the
projects that we request? | don't knowif | saidit
right.

MR. KUHLE: \Which area specifically are
you tal ki ng about ?

MR. HENRY MARK: Regarding wetland
permtting, conpensatory mtigation. Say if we were to
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build a subdivision, another subdivision; our area is al
wet | ands; woul d we be going through the sane process
agai n?

MR KUHLE: There are definite regulations
and policies as far as -- and that's pretty much what |
tried to explainis, you know, we first, you know, try to
avoid, mnimze and mtigate. And there is a sequence of
preferences for the type of mtigation. And that is the
mtigation bank, fee-in-lieu, and applicant provided.

Does that answer your question?

MR HENRY MARK: Yes, it does. Thanks.

MR JOSHUA CLEVELAND: M nane is Joshua
A evel and from Quinhagak. | have a series of questions.
The first one is | think the people here are m staking you
peopl e as being comng fromDonlin Gold enpl oyees. Pl ease
clarify for us.

MR KUHLE: As | said, I'"'mwth the Arny
Corps of Engineers. Donlin Gold has proposed a m ning
project north of Crooked Creek. In order to open a m ne,
they will have to obtain a |arge nunber of federal and
State permts. The Corps of Engineers has one of the nost
extensive permts through the wetlands and navigabl e
waters that they will affect. So under section 404 of the
G ean Water Act and section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act, they submtted a permt application through the Corps
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of Engi neers.

The Corps of Engineers, as part of evaluating
those permt applications, is conducting this
environnental inpact statement for the -- we are preparing
an environnental inpact statement. That's the reason we
are here today is part of the scoping process. Corps of
Engi neers is not going to be opening the mne. The m ne,
if it's permtted, will be constructed and operated by
Donlin Gold, LLC

MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: The next one is,

" massumng that you are the people that have gotten the
application fromDonlin Creek to start the mning
operations, is that right? The paperwork applications to
do the mning, are you receiving that paperwork?

MR. KUHLE: The question is, has Donlin
subm tted paperwork to begin?

MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: Yes.

MR. KUHLE: They have submtted their
permt applications, and that's why we are here is because
they submtted their paperwork and their applications to
the Corps of Engineers, and that's what initiated this
process, why we are here today.

MR JOSHUA CLEVELAND: CQur coast villages,
Qui nhagak, Pl atinum Goodnews and Eek, probably have an
|-don't-care-attitude towards the mne. W have not had
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any village neetings directly addressing that operation
over there. The only time we hear about this is when
people come in like this two or three times so far. QO her
than that, very little village meetings are being held for
that specific purpose. A lot of us knowa little bit
about the mne, and a |ot of us don't know nost of what's
going on in the mne. And that's why | say they have an
|-don't-care-attitude over the mne itself. W have
concerns being brought over the course of those meetings
since, and some paperwork is coming to us to informus
about the operations about the planned operation there.

And being at one of the AVCP conventions about
two or three years ago, wthout having to have a village
meeting first, the del egates fromeach of those villages
endorsed the concept w thout having first come to the
villages and tell us all about why they were endorsing it.
This as a person hurt ne because they did not give us a
chance to nmanipulate a little bit and learn nmore before
they go in there saying we endorse the planned operation.
| don't know why they think that.

I"mlooking at it as a simlar action as the
Native Claims Settlenent Act when people are not advised
of what's going on through the plan. And in that clains
act, we learned that we were hurt after the [aw was
passed. M right to Iand has been abolished by it and
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hurt over that.

So this is the kind of action that for |ack
of -- village neetings should be nmore often towards that
mning operation. W are |earning now that we have one
month to say some kind of a word towards that plan. And
none of us know what the plan is. W can't coment
wi t hout any know edge of the mine operations.

So | have a friend here. | just |earned he's
from Crooked Creek, and he's got full know edge of that
pl anned operation than | do. And he's the one that's
going to benefit nore fromit because he's a nenber of The
Kuskokwi m Cor poration, the surface owner over there.
Calista Corporation has said nothing to us about its
initial authorization to go ahead and | ook around over
there 15 years ago.

| don't know what the mine is going to benefit
me as a Calista sharehol der because Donlin, | am | earning,
IS a corporation worldw de, as you said at the beginning
of your neeting or presentation. They are the ones that
are going to -- they are the ones that are going to take
the noney away. | do not know what Calista is going to
benefit fromthat. | have no slightest idea what Calista
is going to benefit fromit. The Corps of Engineers is
going to allow that mning conpany to benefit thenselves
rather than the region that needs to be benefit fromthe
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gol d m ne.

So those are the questions that are still not
answered through us. The gold mne itself is not going to
come to ne. It's going to go to that conpany. So are you
going to go ahead and approve a permt that doesn't
necessarily benefit the people that are fromthere? The
only thing | hear is that the operation -- the mne wll
operate 27 years or more with 6,000 enpl oyees annual |y.
They are the ones that are going to benefit fromthat 27
years.

My grandchild is in -- she's in her very early
20s now. By the tine that project is finished, she's
going to be 50 years old. And | do not know what the
natural -- natural resources are going to be affected by
t hen.

The subsistence fishermen in the Kuskokw m
River, as the people know, are prohibited fromtaking fish
for their personal use. And as you know, that a bunch of
people are being tried for taking the fish now And they
are going to be tried in April. That's going to probably
wor sen as that operation continues. It would be like the
Yukon River. The -- the runs are declining year after
year now, and so it is in Quinhagak and Pl atinum

Qur ocean out there, the KuskokwimBay is a
transportation route for all of that sal mon going in,
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along with our own. There is [indecipherable] in Goodnews
Bay. |If sonething bad happens up there, [indecipherable]

are going to be affected out there in the ocean trying to
come in.

I"malso learning fromthe newspaper clippings
that | have been |ooking at that Yukon Delta Wldlife
Ref uge nmanager is saying that the salnon that goes out
t hrough the bay spends maybe two years out close to the
shore before it goes out to the ocean to grow. If that's
a true statenent, that if this salnon is going to be
affected by this operation, that smolt, they call it, is
going to be heavily affected in those two years before it
goes out to the Pacific Ocean to grow.

So those are the concerns that we need to |earn
more from W have a tribal council here; we have a city
council; and we have a corporation here that shoul d do
sone village nmeetings and informus nore, a little bit
more on those things. One nonth is not a very long tinme.
And |'malso learning that there is another opening in
August of next year, | believe. And so conment periods
are not very | ong.

| wi sh our responsible village organization can
get together and educate us a little nmore on the whole
fashion of Donlin Gold, Donlin Gold s operations.

Thank you.
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MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. | guess the
overriding concern | heard there is that you haven't had
enough opportunity to hear and | earn about the project in
order to express your concerns about this project that's
going to have a large potential impact on the area, and
the benefits of that project may be limted to others --
to a very limted nunber of people or groups. So
guess -- first of all, you know, the scoping neeting,
again, is why we are here trying to provide you with the
basic information of the project, trying to hear your
concerns. It sounds |ike you feel you need nore
information in order to make those concerns known to us.

So | guess probably, you know, the best thing is

totry to get it -- you know, get your conmments and
information together to us by the end of the scoping
meeting -- | mean -- sorry -- the scoping period on March

29th. If you feel you need other neans to get information
to you, you can also, you know, request

gover nnent - t o- gover nment consul tation. And we could

di scuss with you how we coul d, you know, maybe find a
better way to get information to you. You know, if you
wanted to do that, you could contact ne or Amanda Shearer
who is our tribal liaison, and we will try to, you know
figure out a way that you can be adequately represented
and get your comments in to us.
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If there is sone measure or means that we can
take to get the information to you -- you know, we won't
need to nove forward with the EI'S process, so -- again,
March 29th is the end of the scoping period, but if you
want to, you know, contact us on a
gover nnent - t o- gover nment basis, we would be glad to do
that and discuss with you -- you know, explain in nore
detail the EI'S process and figure out a way to, you know,
get your concerns addressed, even if you can't get themto
us by March 29th.

MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: Thank you. The
next --

MR BRUNO Don, | need to hang up and go
to another neeting, but can you just make sure that you
give ny information to anybody that needs it? And I'l|
get back with Wllard on sone of those -- and can you get
me his contact information?

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Fine, Jeff. 1'Il do
that. ['lIl go ahead -- if anybody would like to get sone
more information fromthe State, Jeff Bruno, he's going to
have to | eave the line now, but contact -- get in touch
with me after the nmeeting and I'Il get you his contact
i nfornmat i on.

MR. BRUNO And just real quick, if
sonebody can take down nmy nunber to give them-- | didn't
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| eave you with any cards. It's (907) 269-7476. And |
apol ogi ze.

MR KUHLE: Thanks, Jeff.

M5. JACKI CLEVELAND: What's his |ast
name?

MR KUHLE: It's Bruno, B-R-U-NO And
his nunber, if anybody wants to contact himdirectly, is
(907) 269- 7476.

MR JOSHUA CLEVELAND: | would like to
make a | ast conmment, that human inpact is not much heard
of inthis project. And information is brought forth.
Once the mne begins to operate, there is going to be a
| ot of people working up there, as we learned. The |aws
are not witten to control the human inpact. W have no
laws to control that. | don't know. Mybe I'msaying it
wong. | don't know. But for those of us that have
wat ched the human reactions over time, anytime most of us
see nmoney, we want to spend it the wong way. Thus, we
have no control over that. There is no -- there won't be
any laws over that potential problem

So what will be the human inpacts of that
enmpl oyment around our region? A lot of us are saying now
that, you know, there are a lot of people, as we know,
that are unenployed, and famlies are hurting, especially
trying to live a Wiite Man way of life. W are tryingto
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transition to your way of life and going away fromthe way
we have been living in the past. So that's still our
concern because nost villages have | ess than 50 percent
enpl oynent in their village. Wy less than that.

And a lot of us are dependent on our
grandchi |l dren now for taking subsistence resources from
out there. W are thankful for that, how they have been
treating us of the things that we used to eat. W do not
know that the acid will have effect in places as

Qui nhagak, so far away fromthe mning site. | do not
know if acid has a capacity to float over the air and

i npact our village here. | don't know if the mercury does
t hat.

Those are a |ot of unknowns that we are not
know edgeabl e of, even though they are mentioned in
your -- in Donlin's statements. W do not know what those
i npacts are going to affect our resources out there. So
time i s running out.

Like I said, you know, AVCP has endorsed that
operation without even telling us why they did that.
Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks for your
comments. And you know, one thing you mentioned was the
human inpacts, and that is what Jeff Bruno who just signed
off here is -- you know, the State is going to be

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 72

preparing an extensive health inpact assessnent that wll
| ook at all those -- a lot of those inpacts that you are
talking about. So that will be |ooked at in detail. And
that's, again, the purpose of an EISis to | ook at what
those inmpacts are and see how we can avoid them So thank
you.
And again, also I'll mention, too, you said
you -- a lot of information -- | should have nentioned
again the website. W are trying to put as much
information on the website as possible, not just in
techni cal documents, but in a way -- you know, to
summarize it in a way that the average person can
understand. So | encourage you, you know, if you have
Internet access, to go to the website at donlingol deis and
take a ook at all the information there. And if you
need -- again, if you need additional information or feel
li ke you haven't had a chance to, you know, get your --
you find enough information about it and get -- have a
chance to get those comments to us, you know, contact
ei ther Amanda Shearer or nyself. Thank you.
Do we have any other questions?

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: Are you recording or
taking notes of this neeting?

MR KUHLE: Yes. W have a court recorder
here. She's taking down every word that's being said, and
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it wll be part of the record.

MR PETER WLLIAMS: 1'Il be glad to read
it inthe EIS

MR. KUHLE: Yes. The transcripts wll
eventual ly be on the website. There will be a summary.
Tayl or, how soon are the sunmmaries being put out?

MR. BRELSFORD: About a week.

MR KUHLE: About a week fromtoday there
shoul d be a summary of today's meeting. And eventually
the final transcripts will be available, as well. Any --
does that answer your question?

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: Yes. WII| the access
road to the mne be gravel ?

MR KUHLE: | expect that it will. 1'm
not -- you know, | don't know the final design of it, but
| imagine it will be a gravel road, and it will probably
be limted to access for mning purposes.

MR PETER WLLIAMS: That woul d be
included in the EIS request, to make it a paved road.

MR. KUHLE: You would like it to be a
paved road; is that what you are saying?

MR PETER WLLIAMS: Paved road, yes.

MR. BRELSFORD: An alternative to be
consi der ed.

MR. KUHLE: Yes, that would be an
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alternative that could be considered as part of the EI S
process.

MR BRELSFORD: Don, we are going to need
to wap up. Ckay. We are running out of tinme. W have a
charter plane that we are going to have to catch. Do we
have tinme for one |last question? We wll take one |ast
questi on.

M5. JACKI E CLEVELAND: So after Mark
Moyl e's statenment about the wetland birds getting affected
by the nercury, lead and arsenic, that's one way | could
see human inpact here spreading because, | mean, |['mnot a
bird expert, but we all know that they mgrate this way
fromsouth. And if they were to be exposed to the
mercury, lead, arsenic and those -- and in the bodies of
wat er near the project, that could be one way it could get
to us under human inpact. And are there going to be
studi es on that?

And another question is: Is it true that if or

when the project is finished, is it going to be the
| argest open pit mne in the nation?

MR. KUHLE: Regarding the birds and
wi | dlife being exposed to nercury, yes, that will be
| ooked at, you know, the potential for that to occur and
how t hat can be avoided. | guess the mgration patterns
and that, that's a good conment that, you know, now that
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you have made that comment, we can certainly be sure that
it's addressed in the EI S

And as far as the size of the mne, it's -- |
don't believe it would be the largest, but it probably
woul d be one of the largest mnes in the nation, yes.
Thank you.

Ckay. | think we are going to have to finish
here. W will be here wapping up and cleaning up for a
little bit, so if anybody has any specific questions, we
wi |l be available to answer your questions. |f anybody
wants Jeff Bruno's contact information, or EPA's office is
on the line, if they would like their contact information,
pl ease see me. And again, there is lots of information on
the website at donlingoldeis.com And feel free to
contact ne either by phone or by e-mail. Thank you.

MR BRELSFORD: And | think we would |ike
to thank everybody for making the effort to cone this
afternoon. W would very much |ike to thank John Mark for
his translating and for all of the fol ks who put the
facility together for us. | think it was a really hel pful
meeting. W had a lot to learn fromthe conments. So
thank you, and we will cone see you again soon

(Proceedings adjourned at 4:00 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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		sinking (1)

		site (26)

		sites (1)

		sitting (1)

		six (2)

		size (1)

		slide (23)

		slides (3)

		slightest (1)

		slopes (1)

		SMALL (2)

		smaller (2)

		smolt (1)

		snow (1)
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		Social (4)
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		solution (1)

		solutions (1)
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		sometimes (1)
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		sounds (4)

		source (2)

		sources (2)
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		southeast (1)

		Southwest (1)

		span (2)

		speak (8)

		SPEAKER (10)

		speaking (14)

		special (2)

		specific (14)

		specifically (4)

		spectrum (1)

		spend (1)

		spends (1)

		spill (3)

		spillage (1)

		spills (3)

		spoken (1)

		spreading (1)

		square (1)

		St (1)

		stack (1)

		staff (2)

		staffer (1)

		stage (1)

		stages (1)

		stand (1)

		standards (11)

		standing (2)

		start (5)

		started (3)

		starting (2)

		starts (1)

		state (30)

		State's (1)

		statement (6)

		statements (2)

		States (4)

		status (2)

		step (2)

		steps (2)

		still (7)

		stood (1)

		stop (1)

		storage (4)

		stores (1)

		Streams (4)

		stretching (1)

		strong (1)

		structures (1)

		studies (5)

		study (1)

		stuff (4)

		style (2)

		subdivision (2)

		subject (1)

		submit (5)

		submitted (14)

		submitting (1)

		subregion (1)

		subregional (2)

		subregions (2)

		subsistence (14)

		subsisting (1)

		substantial (2)

		subsurface (1)

		summaries (1)

		summarize (2)

		summary (4)

		summer (1)

		supplies (5)

		supply (2)

		support (4)

		supports (2)

		sure (28)

		surface (3)

		surprised (1)

		surrounding (1)

		sync (1)

		system (4)

		systems (1)



		T

		tailings (5)

		talk (6)

		talked (3)

		talking (9)

		Tami (4)

		Taylor (4)

		team (3)

		teams (1)

		technical (1)

		technically (1)

		technique (1)

		TEELUK (3)

		teleconference (1)

		teleconferences (2)

		telling (1)

		ten (5)

		terminals (1)

		thankful (1)

		Thanks (8)

		thinking (2)

		third (1)

		thorough (2)

		though (2)

		thought (1)

		three (10)

		three-year (1)

		throughout (1)

		Thus (1)

		till (1)

		timeline (1)

		times (3)

		today (15)

		today's (2)

		together (7)

		Togiak (2)

		Toksook (1)

		ton (4)

		tons (3)

		top (2)

		topics (1)

		total (5)

		totally (1)

		touch (3)

		tough (1)

		tow (3)

		toward (1)

		towards (6)

		tows (2)

		tradition (1)

		traditional (4)

		traffic (2)

		trail (1)

		training (1)

		Trans-Alaska (1)

		transcript (2)

		transcripts (2)

		transfer (2)

		transferred (2)

		transferring (1)

		transition (1)

		translate (2)

		Translated (2)

		translates (1)

		translating (4)

		translation (4)

		translator (4)

		transport (3)

		transportation (9)

		transporting (2)

		trash (1)

		travel (2)

		treating (1)

		treatment (2)

		tremor (1)

		tremors (1)

		tribal (6)

		tribe (1)

		tribes (5)

		tried (4)

		trucked (1)

		true (2)

		try (11)

		trying (10)

		Tuesday (1)

		Tuntutuliak (2)

		turn (6)

		turned (2)

		two (24)

		type (4)

		types (1)



		U

		under (11)

		underground (2)

		understood (1)

		underway (2)

		unemployed (1)

		UNIDENTIFIED (10)

		unit (7)

		United (3)

		unknowns (1)

		unless (1)

		unwelcome (1)

		up (44)

		upper (1)

		upriver (3)

		urge (1)

		URS (8)

		use (11)

		used (10)

		useful (1)

		uses (3)

		using (6)

		utilize (1)



		V

		Valley (2)

		value (1)

		values (1)

		valve (1)

		various (4)
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		vegetation (5)

		vehicles (2)

		verbal (1)

		Village (12)

		villagers (1)

		villages (6)

		visual (1)

		voice (2)

		volatilize (1)

		volume (2)
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		Wait (1)

		waiting (1)

		wall (1)

		walls (1)

		wants (2)

		waste (7)

		wastewater (1)

		watched (1)

		Water (38)

		waters (6)

		watershed (1)

		way (28)

		ways (6)

		weather (1)

		website (12)

		week (2)

		weeks (1)

		Welcome (2)

		west (4)

		western (2)

		wetland (4)

		wetlands (11)

		What's (9)

		whatnot (1)

		wherever (2)

		White (3)

		whole (4)

		wide (1)

		wildlife (8)

		WILLARD (23)

		WILLIAMS (15)

		WILLIE (3)

		willing (1)

		winds (4)

		wish (2)

		within (10)

		without (6)

		witnessed (2)

		wondering (3)

		word (2)

		words (2)

		work (10)

		worked (1)

		workers (2)

		workforce (5)

		working (6)

		works (1)

		worldwide (1)

		worsen (1)

		wrap (2)

		wrapping (1)

		writing (1)

		written (6)

		wrong (2)



		Y

		year (8)

		years (18)

		Yep (1)

		yesterday (1)

		YK (1)

		YKHC (1)

		young (1)

		Younger (7)

		Yukon (4)

		Yukon-Kuskokwim (1)

		Yup'ik (14)
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Page 2 Page 4
; For U.S. Army Cor p:' zf PEfg:An:je'rAsN CES 1 questions and statements that you may wish to make.
2 We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
3 B?BJ- 53{" ﬁ/anager 3 mine project that will require federal and State permits.
4 For URS: 4 In order to comply with the National Environmental Policy
> Tayl or Brel sford 5 Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the impacts
6 Proj ect Manager 6 of the proposed project. The Corpsis neither a proponent
7 Noxie Alexie o oordinat or 7 nor an opponent of the project. It is Donlin Gold's
2 For Al aska Department of Natural Resources: 8 proj_e.ct. And the EISwill be used to m‘take permit )
Jeff Bruno (appearing tel ephonical I y) 9 decisions by the Corps and other agencies, and the scoping
10 State of Al asEa Proj ect Coordi nat or 10 meetings are the first step in the EI'S process.
11 For U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: 11 Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
12 AIT%eraF%ggQSm e(sap ?f?;ic?gohempbha?nip%?li |C¥) Advisor | 12 involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
13 L Vukon- Kuskokwi m Heal th Gor bor at i on: 13 under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
p . . .
14 Eranci ne Verman Dress 14 Corpswill also work closely with any affected tribes
15 Epi dem ol ogi st 15 through government-to-government consultation.
16 Yup'ik Translator: 16 This map gives an orientation to the project
17 John Mark 17 area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
18 Taken by: 18 of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
19 Mary A Vavrik, RWR 19 the Y ukon-Kuskokwim Delta. Thisisaremote areawith
20 20 little development to date and no existing roads to the
21 BE IT KNOWN that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |21 region. The map shows that existing transportation and

22 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before |22 ENErgy infrastructure in Alaskais concentrated in
23 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |23 Southcentral Alaska. The proposed mine would require all
24 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 24 new infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. It
25 25 would &l be subject to permitting before the project
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 could proceed.
2 (Invocation offered by Joshua Cleveland.) 2 This map gives an idea of the logistics and
3 MR. KUHLE: Good afternoon. Welcometo 3 supply links for the proposed mine. Transportation
4 the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 4 |ogistics for the mineinclude fuel and cargo from west
5 environmental impact statement, commonly referred to as an 5 coast portsto Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
6 EIS. My nameis Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of 6 Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then again to
7 Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS. Also 7 river bargesin Bethel. Cargo supplieswould aso go to
8 heretoday are two people from URS Alaska, which isthe 8 Bethel for transfer to river barges.
9 contractor assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS, and 9 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: vouaeboth
10 they are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie. They will be 10 covering each other.
11 helping me with the presentation today. We also have a 11 MR. KUHLE: I'm sorry?
12 court recorder here with us, Mary Vavrik, who will prepare 12 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: He's
13 atranscript of the meeting for the record. 13 covering you. You're covering him. The noise; we cannot
14 Here isthe agenda for today. Thisisto 14 understand you. Thetranslating is overlapping.
15 provide you with an idea of the topics that we will cover. 15 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: Your
16 Wewill talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then 16 trandator is covering you, and we can't hear you.
17 the EIS project milestones. Then we want to provide a 17 MR. BRELSFORD: So let'stry this: |
18 basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed 18 think the microphone will be here in just a minute, but
19 it. Then we will summarize afew issues as away of 19 let'stry this. Don, if you speak first and then, John,
20 inviting your comments. We encourage you to get involved, |20 if you could trandate following, just by a second. Wait
21 and we will tell you how to do that. 21 till hefinishes one dide and then trandlate that slide.

NN NN
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Feel freeto ask questions aswe go along. If
you do have any questions or comments, please state your
name clearly so that we haveit for the transcript of the
meeting. We also have time after the presentation for

N NN DN
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And then when we get the microphones, | think we can get
everything going properly. Shall wetry that?

UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: And speak a
little louder.
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Page 6 Page 8
1 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Should I go through the 1 about their agenciesin the EIS process. Thefirst oneis
2 beginning of thisslide again? I'll start at the 2 Tami Fordam with EPA. Tami, would you like to say afew
3 beginning of thisdlide. This map gives an idea of the 3 words?
4 |ogistics and supply links for the proposed mine. 4 MS. FORDHAM: Yes, yeah. I'm sorry that |
5 Transportation logistics for the mine include fuel and 5 can't bethere. I've had the opportunity of being in
6 cargo from west coast portsto Bethel. Fuel would be 6 Quinhagak before and was with the group when they tried to
7 transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going shipsto 7 makeit out a couple of weeksago. So | apologize that
8 barges and then again to river bargesin Bethel. Cargo 8 I'm not there with you today, but | am on the phone.
9 supplieswould also go to Bethel for transfer to the river 9 I'm sitting in our Anchorage EPA office, and EPA
10 barges. Fuel and supplies would then be barged upriver 10 isafedera agency, and we are a cooperating agency for
11 and be off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk, and a 11 the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact statement.
12 new pipeline from Cook Inlet would bring in natural gas. 12 Wedo not have federal permits to issue for this project.
13 (Trandated into Y up'ik.) 13 However, we are a cooperating agency to assist the Army
14 MR. KUHLE: Now we are going to turn to 14 Corps of Engineersin developing an EIS that addresses
15 the EIS process, and we will start with why an EISis 15 regulatory requirements and standards for clean air and
16 prepared in thefirst place. 16 clean water, oil and chemical spill planning and response,
17 Can people hear me okay with this? 17 and the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.
18 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: Your mike |18 We have oversight responsibilities for State
19 isn't working. 19 issued air and wastewater permits. And stop me anytime if
20 MR. KUHLE: How isthat? The same? 20 you need to do that. And EPA has aregional mining team
21 National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 21 with specia expertise in areas such as air modeling,
22 requires an EISfor any major federal action significantly 22 water quality and wetlands, geochemistry, environmental
23 dffecting the quality of the human environment. Inthis 23 justice, traditional knowledge and tribal consultation.
24 case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits 24 And separate from our role as a cooperating agency, EPA

N
ol

under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of

25

has an independent authority to review and comment on
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Page 7

the Rivers and Harbors Act. Issuance of these permits
would be amajor federal action and require an EIS to
evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
project. The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
to make their permit decisions.

In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corpsis
also required to complete a public interest review and an
analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,
which requires that we select the least environmentally
damaging practicable alternative. And we will incorporate
the information necessary for these analyses into the
EIS--

(Trandated into Y up'ik.)

MR. KUHLE: This dide shows how many
agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work
together on the EIS. Cooperating agencies are selected
based on their permitting responsibilities for special
expertise. As| said previously, the EIS will be used by
the agenciesto aid their permitting decisions. It will
not, however, replace their normal permitting authorities
and processes.

We have two of our cooperating agencies
participating by teleconference today, and I'd like to
invite them to introduce themselves and say afew words

© 00N O WNP
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12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 9

other federal agencies EIS documents. Our written
comments will advise the Army Corps of Engineers on how to
make improvements to the EIS.

And we look forward to hearing from you
regarding your concerns about this project. And thank you
for allowing me to participate by phone today.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Tami. We aso
have Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaskaon theline. And
I'll give him afew minutes here, aswell. Jeff.

MR. BRUNO: Yes. I'm Jeff Bruno with the
State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources. | aso
apologize for not being there in person. Dueto the
reschedule, | had a conflict.

So the State has agreed to be a cooperating
agency. And what that meansis that we will dedicate
staff, resources and expertise to the Corps and URS to
help develop athorough and complete EIS. Mainly the
State will be represented by the Department of Fish & Game
and the Department of Environmental Conservation.

But additionally, the Department of Health and
Socia Servicesisdeveloping a health impact assessment,
often referred to asan HIA. Thiswill be included in the
EIS. And what this doesis this assesses the impacts and
analyzes the impacts on the human environment and the
human health of the proposed project. That isavery

Midnight Sun Court Reporters
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Page 10 Page 12
1 important part, and the Corps has requested that the State 1 trying to get at is they want simultaneous trangl ation.
2 completethis, so we are underway with that. And also 2 AsDonis presenting, John istrandating in sync.
3 additionally, we are doing that with the help of YKHC for 3 MR. BRELSFORD: Thank you. Let'stry that
4 regional and local knowledge. 4 for afew dides and then check.
5 Additionally, as you will seelater in the 5 MR. WILLARD CHURCH: What you ran into
6 presentation, the State has alot of permits that will be 6 earlier was one was over -- louder than the other.
7 done outside of this process. So as Don said earlier, 7 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: Like now
8 thisdoesn't satisfy the State's requirements for 8 since he has the mike, it should be okay.
9 permitting. So there will be alarge permitting effort 9 MR. BRELSFORD: Okay. Let'stry that
10 for the Stateiif this project isto move forward. And 10 again, then. John, | think we will go back to
11 that will happen at alater date; but for the time being, 11 simultaneous trandation with Don having the louder voice

NNNNNNRERR R R BB
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the State is dedicating lots of resources to help make a
complete and thorough EIS and assist the Corps and URS.

And again, | apologize for not being therein
person. So thank you for the opportunity to speak on the
phone.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Jeff. Donlin

Gold Project will require many federal permits and
consultations, and this slide provides several examples.
I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the
rest. Since the project will placefill in wetlands and
other waters of the United States, the Corps will need to
make section 404 permit decisions as to whether to
authorize thefill. And since aportion of the project
pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate

NNMNNNNNRRRRERRRPR
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because of the microphone and then you having the
earphones.

MR. JOHN MARK: Okay.

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: With that trandation
system that you have there, can you adjust the volume
where the recipient can hear as John is speaking, but in a
much quieter voice?

MR. BREL SFORD: Yesah. So each of theseon
the top where the green light is, you can turn it up.

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: Soif Johnis
speaking quietly while Don is speaking louder, maybe it
would eliminate the problem. And then the folks that have
the headsets can just turn up the volume. Maybe that will
work.

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP
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Page 11

aright-of-way application. You can find amore
comprehensive list of the required permitsin the Donlin
Gold permit application on the project website.
MR. BREL SFORD: Don, hereisaquestion.
MR. KUHLE: Okay. We have a question?
UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Yeah. I think
it would be better if he translates at the same time with
when you are speaking. It would be better for us to more
understand it from yours.
MR. KUHLE: Youwould like him to --
UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Like he's
trandating right now by the earphones, but if it's
possible if you can use the loudspeaker at the same time.
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: Haveyou
work together, talk together while you have your
microphone and he's talking. (Speaking in Yup'ik.)
UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: (Speakingin
Yup'ik.)
MR. BREL SFORD: So, the question from our
friend is whether we can have Don make a presentation in
an English dlide and then immediately after have John
speak on the microphone, as well as over the radio
earphones, one followed by the other. Doesthat -- is
that what people would like to see?
MR. WILLARD CHURCH: | think what they are

© 00N O WNP
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Page 13

MR. BRELSFORD: So I think we are going to
try afew more slides with simultaneous translation, and
we will see how thisisworking.

MR. KUHLE: The Donlin Gold Project will
require many federal permits and consultations, and this
slide provides several examples. I'll highlight two of
these and invite you to read the rest. Since the project
will placefill in wetlands and other waters of the United
States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
decisions as to whether to authorize thefill. Sincea
portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM
will need to evaluate aright-of-way application. You can
find a more comprehensive list of required permitsin the
Donlin Gold permit application on the project website at
donlingoldeis.com.

Asthis dide shows, there are also many permits
required from the State of Alaska. For example, over 56
percent of the pipeline would be installed on State lands,
so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
right-of-way application. The Department of Environmental
Conservation has severa responsibilities for water and
air quality permits. And the Department of Fish & Game
has permitting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.

The Corpswill consult with the State Historic
Preservation Officer to protect cultural and historic
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1 resources. And again, a more comprehensive list could be 1 and we discussed thisin the previous slide -- to give you
2 found on the project website. So this overview of permits 2 anideaof the time frame involved.
3 showswhy the various federal and State agencies are 3 The second is to share information about the
4 involved inthe EIS. And we will now turn to the 4 proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
5 milestones of an EIS. 5 presentation. Information is also available on the
6 Some of you may be familiar with the stepsin 6 website and in the newsletters that have been mailed out
7 preparing an EIS. The diagram on the right shows six 7 tothe householdsin the region.
8 major stepsthat will be taken from now until November of 8 The last two purposes are identify issues and
9 2015. A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal 9 concernsto examinein the EIS and section 106 process,
10 Register on December 14, 2012 initiating the EIS. The 10 and to identify useful information from communities. We
11 scoping aso began on that date and continues through 11 arecounting on you to help us with these. We would like
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March 29th of thisyear. Scoping involves public meetings
and other methods to provide information and gather
comments, and that's why we are here today.

After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
cooperating agencies using information from the scoping

12
13
14
15
16

to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS
and if you have any information that we could use to make
informed decisions.

Thisisthe schedule for our scoping meetings.
The plan was to start with the villages nearest the

17 process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus 17 project and then move in the -- moveto the lower
18 additiona studiesthat they deem necessary, to produce 18 Kuskokwim River and then travel to the Bering Sea coast
19 thedraft EIS, which is estimated to be completed by 19 and the lower Y ukon and then finish with the middle Y ukon
20 August of 2014. And I'd like to note that that's just an 20 and the upper Kuskokwim. There has been some changes
21 estimated date, and the date could possibly shift. 21 because of problems with weather and gettinginto a
22 Once the draft EIS has been completed, there 22 couple of the communities, so thisis the schedule that
23 will be an opportunity for public review of the draft, and 23 we -- that has evolved, and it's the way we plan to finish
24 that will occur from August to November 2014. Again, 24 up.
25 that's the estimated time frame. And you will be able to 25 In January we went to Crooked Creek, Aniak,
Page 15 Page 17
1 see how your comments from the scoping period were 1 Bethel and Anchorage. In February we went to Nunapitchuk,
2 addressed in the draft. And then there will be -- there 2 Akiak, McGrath. We are in Quinhagak today. We werein
3 will aso be another round of public meetings and 3 Toksook Bay yesterday and Hooper Bay on Tuesday. In March
4 opportunities to submit comments on the draft during that 4 we plan to go to Emmonak, St. Mary's, Holy Cross and
5 period of August through November 2014. 5 Kongiganak.
6 The draft EIS and the comments received during 6 Thismap is busy, but the color scheme
7 thereview period will be used to prepare the final EIS, 7 represents the many subregions of the project area and
8 which is estimated to be completed by October 2015. And 8 helps show how the scoping plan was developed. For
9 thefinal EISwill then be used by the various agenciesto 9 example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
10 prepare the Records of Decision. Each agency will prepare 10 villages which are nearest to the proposed project. And
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its own Record of Decision on whether or not to issue the
permits or under what conditions those permits will be
issued. And the Records of Decision are expected to be
completed by November of 2015.

I'd like you to note the gold-colored circlesin
thisslide. They refer to the public involvement
opportunities. The first oneisthe scoping period that
we arein right now. The second one isthe draft EIS
comment review period. Those are the best opportunities
to provide -- for you to provide input and make sure that
your concerns are heard.

The purpose of the scoping period isto provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. And this can be broken into four areas. The
first isto provide information about EIS milestones --

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek
because it was the closest community to the project, the
mine site itself, and also in Aniak because it's the
subregional hub. And for the other subregions our meeting
locations were chosen because they were subregional hubs.

We will now move on to a summary of the mining
project prepared by Donlin Gold. And again, thisis
Donlin Gold's project. It's being evaluated by the Corps
and other cooperating agenciesin order to make permitting
decisions.

Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two
large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
NovaGold. And the Donlin Gold deposit islocated on lands
owned by two Alaska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim
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1 Corporation is the surface owner. Asyou can see, thisis 1 improved access for vehicles and no bridges at water
2 avery large project. It's expected to produce 2 crossings.
3 approximately 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a 3 This slide shows that the pipeline would start
4 27-and-a-half-year life span of the mine, during which it 4 at Beluga on the northwest side of Cook Inlet. From there
5 will process 59,000 tons of ore per day. 5 it would cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
6 We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would 6 aong the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
7 belocated in aremote part of the state, stretching from 7 River Valley and continue west of the mine site near
8 Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK 8 Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
9 Delta Thisareaishome to 66 communities that might be 9 State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native
10 affected by the project. For many communities the project 10 corporation lands.
11 might affect lands and resources that are used for 11 Note the blue segment near the middle of the
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subsistence and other livelihood activities. The project
will face an extensive set of legal requirements with many
permits required and many agencies involved.
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route. Thisisan alternative pipeline corridor segment
that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.
It would separate from the originally proposed alignment

15 The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 15 at milepost 105 and rejoin the alignment at milepost 150.
16 thetimeline from exploration to closure. Donlin has 16 Donlin Gold recently notified the Corps that this
17 worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 17 dternative isunder consideration and will be examined
18 for 16 years prior to submitting their permitting 18 during geotechnical investigations this coming summer.
19 applications. We are now starting the three-year 19 This slide shows the project components at the
20 permitting period, the first step of which is holding the 20 minesite. And I'd like to highlight three of these.
21 scoping meetings. At the conclusion of the EI'S process, 21 Number one on the slide is the open pit, which would
22 the agencies will decide to issue or deny their permits. 22 eventually cover 1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mileslong,
23 If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with 23 one milewide and 1,850 feet deep at the end of the
24 threeto four years of construction and an estimated 27 24 mine -- towards the end of the minelife.
25 and a half years of operations. 25 Number two on the dide isthe tailings
Page 19 Page 21

1 And at the conclusion of the active life of the 1 impoundment, technically referred to as the waste

2 mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and 2 treatment facility. And it would cover 2,350 acres, or

3 reclamation. Thiswould include decommissioning the mill 3 about three and a half square miles. Tailings refer to

4 facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste 4 the powder-like materia that is left after the gold has

5 treatment or tailings storage facility and also the waste 5 been removed from the mill.

6 rock storage facilities. The land would be recontoured, 6 Number threeis the waste rock facility, which

7 and native vegetation would be planted. 7 would cover about 2,300 acres, and thisis -- the waste

8 We turn now to the major components of the 8 rock isthe rock that isremoved to get to the

9 project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant. 9 gold-bearing ore. These mgjor facilities support the
10 The pipeline would be buried. 1t would not be up on 10 mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.
11 supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. It would be 11 Thisisan overview of the major transportation
12 cold. It would not generate heat. Where it crosses eight 12 infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
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major rivers, the pipeline would be installed below the
riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
shown in the center photo at the top of the dide. For
example, this HDD technique would be used to cross the
Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.
The image of the block valve on the right-hand
side of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way
would not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
subsistence use areas. The right-of-way would be brushed
every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring
and maintenance by Donlin Gold. The construction process
would not create aroad along the right-of-way. The
design would allow access, but after construction, no
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facilitiesin Bethel for transferring of fuel and cargo to
theriver barges. There would be anew barge landing near
Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
barged upriver. And from Jungjuk they would be trucked to
the mine site by way of a 30-mileroad. There would also
be a new 5,000-foot runway constructed near the mine site,
and there would be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage
facility at the mine site.

The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back from the bank, for atotal of 26 acres.

The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.
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1 Thefuel barges would be double-hulled. 1 Climate change is a growing concern and will
2 The navigation season would average 110 days per 2 need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons
3 year. And there would be about three barge tow passings 3 will be burned. Mercury will be looked at in several
4 per day, meaning that if you were standing on the 4 areas. Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury,
5 riverbank, at any point you could expect to see two going 5 could be released by exposing it during mining. Mercury
6 up and one down or maybe one up and two down, but atotal 6 stack emissions could occur during the milling process,
7 of three per day going up or down. And each barge tow 7 and any mercury co-product would require careful storage
8 would have four barges. There would be an average of 64 8 and transport. Also, given the large amounts of fuel and
9 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season. Cargo barges 9 hazardous materiasinvolved, safe operating procedures
10 would carry 550 tons each, and the fuel barges would carry 10 and good response plans will be crucia to preventing
11 173,000 gallons each. 11 gpills. Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
12 And note that the shipping season, barge tow 12 and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
13 frequency, and the number of barge loads would beroughly |13 subsistence and traditional land use.
14 the same both during construction of the project and 14 The proposed project would affect atotal of
15 during operations of the project. 15 16,300 acres. Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at
16 Additional infrastructure includes a 16 the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000
17 construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 17 acresarelocated along the pipeline route. These areas
18 construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. Thisincludes 18 would be impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation
19 some smaller remote camps for pipeline construction, as 19 removal or other disturbances. 6,900 acres of these are
20 well. The permanent camp would have 600 beds, and it 20 wetlands. There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss
21 would support aworkforce of up to 1,400 employees. They |21 or reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300
22 would be working shifts, meaning that only about half of 22 acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of
23 thetotal workforce would be on site at any given time. 23 individua animals.
24 As| said earlier, the purpose of the scoping 24 We have aready discussed barge traffic and

meetingsis to identify issues and concerns, so now we
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noted that there would be a substantial increase, and

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 23

will turn to several slides with examples of these issues
and concerns.

One mgjor areais water resources. The project
is designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted
water, but there can still be some concerns. Some
examples are noted on this slide. Streams and other
surface waters would be diverted away from and around the
mining activitiesin order to facilitate mining and to
avoid contamination. Groundwater would be consumed as
part of the mining process, and it could affect base flows
of the nearby streams. Mine dewatering to keep water out
of the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and
again could affect the nearby streams.

And some of the rock, when exposed to the
elements, could generate acid or leach metals. So waste
rock, tailings, and all runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine
site.

Air quality isaso important, and this dlide
shows some examples of issues. There would be several
sources of emissions, including alarge number of large
mining vehicles. There would be a 227-megawatt power
plant. And dust created by removing and processing the
overburden, waste rock and ore would also produce
emissions.
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subsistence and traditional land uses would also be
affected by the loss of lands due to devel opment.

Here are some more examples of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
cultural resources and recreation. There would be ahuge
new workforce in the area, 3,000 during construction and
1,400 permanently. This could bring new employment and
income, but also many effects on community life and human
health. Historical and archeological sites and
traditional cultural propertiesthat exist in the area
might be disturbed or destroyed. Recreational and visual
resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be affected
by new structures and mining operations.

To conclude, we know that the proposed project
and the land and resources are important to you, and we
would like to emphasize that there are severa ways to get
involved in the EIS. And you are already doing an
important part by being here today and participating in
the scoping meeting. Y ou can find more information and
submit a comment form through our project website,
donlingoldeis.com. Y ou can contact me directly. That's
my direct phone number and my e-mail address on the slide.

For tribal matters you can contact the Corps of
Engineerstribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone
number and e-mail address are also on the slide.
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1 Amandaand | have had two teleconferences so far 1 MR. KUHLE: | guesswe -- you know, we
2 to discuss cooperating agency status or 2 inviteinput from any Native groups or tribesand, in
3 government-to-government consultation for the project, and 3 fact, that's why we have the government-to-government
4 we plan to have more. Tribal governments have the 4 consultation process, which is a separate process from the
5 opportunity to enter into government-to-government 5 EIS. Soany tribethat has concerns and would like to
6 consultation, which is a separate process from cooperating 6 make sure that they are adequately represented in the
7 agency status and the EI'S process. 7 process can contact us. We also have invited them to
8 We would now like to hear your questions and 8 participate as cooperating agencies. That's a much more
9 comments. Andwe will seeif there are any questions 9 rigorous -- or requires much more involvement. But those
10 first, and then if anybody has any written or prepared 10 arethe two opportunities that tribes have to be involved
11 comments, we will take those. 11 to make surethat their concerns are adequately addressed
12 And here are some ideas about the types of 12 inthe process. So we definitely want to have much more
13 comments that are helpful in the scoping process. We are 13 than one paragraph in the EIS.
14 looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed 14 And we have four tribes that are participating
15 inthe EIS. Wewant to identify potential impacts and 15 ascooperating agencies. As| said, we had two
16 effectson resources. We would like to hear any ideas you 16 teleconferences to discuss government-to-government
17 have on dternatives, and we would like to find out about 17 consultation and being a cooperating agency. So |
18 any important information available in your community. So |18 encourage you to contact myself or Amanda Shearer if
19 wewill go to questions. 19 you -- you know, to discuss how you can be sure that you
20 MR. MARK MOYLE: Canyou go back one 20 are adequately represented or your concerns are
21 dlide, please, so we can get your e-mail address? 21 represented in the EIS.
22 MR.PETER WILLIAMS: Hello. Peter 22 MR. PETER WILLIAMS: Will that be written
23 Williams from Quinhagak. What's aton, unit of 23 comments by the local people?
24 measurement, aton? 24 MR. BREL SFORD: The question was whether
25 MR. KUHLE: A tonis 2,000 pounds. 25 there are written comments by the local people, if those
Page 27 Page 29
1 MR. PETER WILLIAMS: How many ounces? 1 would bereflected in the EIS.
2 MR. KUHLE: How many ounces? That would 2 MR. KUHLE: Wéll, that's the purpose of
3 be 2,000 pounds, times 16 ounces per pound. 3 the scoping meeting here today is to invite both verbal
4 MR.PETER WILLIAMS: Areyou good at math? | 4 and written comments. Thereisanumber of waysto do
5 MR. BREL SFORD: Areyou good at math? Can 5 that. And any comments that we receive during the scoping
6 you do the math? 6 period, which ends on March 29th -- any comments received
7 MR. KUHLE: 2,000 times 16 would be 32,000 7 by then will be addressed in the EIS in writing, yes.
8 ounces. 8 MS. LUCY SMALL: I'vegot aquestion on
9 MR. BREL SFORD: 32,000 ounces. 9 your underground pipeline that you just mentioned. How is
10 MR. PETER WILLIAMS: What about the Native |10 thisgoing to be affecting the rivers, you know, meaning
11 perspective on [inaudible]. 11 thefish and thewildlife around it? And then, you know,
12 MR. BREL SFORD: The question was. What 12 what happensin amgjor earthquake or a broken line
13 about the Native perspective on the environmental issues 13 underground crossing the rivers?
14 and not just the State perspectives or the federal 14 MR. KUHLE: The mgjor river crossings
15 perspectives? 15 would be by horizontal directional drilling, which would
16 MR.PETER WILLIAMS: It will probably only |16 betotally beneath the riverbed. So there would not be
17 get one paragraph like the last time in the Togiak 17 any above -- you know, there would be no crossings that
18 National Wildlife EIS. 18 would affect fish. The other crossings on the smaller
19 MR. BREL SFORD: So his comment was that 19 streams would be donein a number of different ways, but
20 the Native perspective might only get one paragraph like 20 they would all require a State habitat permit from the
21 thelast timeinthe Togiak National Wildlife Refuge 21 Department of Fish & Game to make sure that fish were
22 document. 22 adequately protected.
23 MR.PETER WILLIAMS: Yeah. 23 And asfar as earthquake, the pipeline would
24 MR. BREL SFORD: Okay. Let'sask Donfor a 24 crosstwo fault areas, and in those areas it would be
25 response. 25 elevated aboveground similar to the Alaska pipeline where
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1 it would be constructed so that it could, you know, allow 1 the State has really been pushing to include HIAs in large
2 movement so that it would not be damaged during -- you 2 ElISprojects. Soit'sfairly new, but they have done
3 know, if there was ground movements, it could be able to 3 severad for several large projects now.
4 move on its supports so that the pipeline itself would not 4 MR. WILLARD CHURCH: Another concern at
5 bedamaged. Doesthat answer your question? 5 the time when we were pushing the HIAs was to make sure
6 MR. BREL SFORD: Don, so maybe to reframe 6 that it had some meat on the bones and it wasn't just an
7 your questions as scoping comments, | think one question 7 assessment that would just briefly address the human
8 would be to ensure that the pipeline design would avoid 8 impact issues that we were concerned about at that time.
9 any spills or to analyze the effects of any spills on the 9 I'd bereally curious of what the HIA would be consisting
10 watersor on the resources. And then the second one on 10 of, what categories and what areas that it would be
11 seismicrisk, to look carefully at what earthquake risk 11 addressing with human impacts. And one thing that we had
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might be for the pipeline and for other parts of the
mining project. Those would be scoping questions to be
addressed in the EIS.

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: My nameisWillard
Church. Maybe this question is for the State guy that's
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discussed during some of the processes that | had attended
was whether or not thiswould just be applied to staff and
the workforce on site or would it be something that would
be overlapping into the adjacent communities that are near
the mining footprint. 1'd like to get that question

17 onthephone. Thisisin regardsto the HIA, human impact 17 answered.
18 assessment. | know we were pushing for that for years to 18 MR. BRUNO: Asfar asthe specific
19 try togetitincludedinthe EISand -- 19 categoriesthat it will cover, | can -- I'm with
20 MR. KUHLE: | want to make sure that Jeff 20 Department of Natural Resources, but | work closely with
21 can hear you. Jeff, are you able -- 21 them, so | think the Department of Health and Socia
22 MR. BRUNO: I'm listening. 22 Services can better answer that. But what | can tell you
23 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Great. 23 isthey are definitely not just assessing the workers at
24 MR. BRUNO: Yep. 24 theminesite. They aretrying to pick any community
25 MR. WILLARD CHURCH: Okay. Someof usout |25 that'simpacted and describe the impacts from this
Page 31 Page 33
1 hereinrural Alaskathat wereinvolved in the IGAP 1 project, whether it be on the pipeline or along the mine
2 program funded under EPA had been -- had an opportunity to | 2 siteall the way from the transportation corridors and how
3 attend alot of the conferences and training regarding 3 that could affect those communities, also. It will be
4 mining in Alaska. And one of the areas of concern at that 4 included in the draft EI'S so people will have a chance to
5 time was making sure that an HIA would be included in the 5 seeit and comment onit.
6 EIS process, which would address the human impact of 6 Currently they are at a baseline data collection
7 mining operations on the popul ation working on siteand in 7 stageright now in developing the HIA herein the very
8 the communities that are adjacent to the mining footprint 8 near future once they feel comfortable that they have
9 area. When did the State decide to include the HIA in the 9 collected all the available information. But theideais
10 EIS? That would be my first question. 10 to make sure that they assess the impacts to the
11 MR. BRUNO: Don, can you repeat the 11 communities, not just the workers.
12 question? | think | caught most of it, but -- 12 MR. WILLARD CHURCH: Okay. I'vegot a
13 MR. BREL SFORD: So Willard described his 13 couple here.
14 background as an IGAP staffer helping to urge careful 14 MS. FORDHAM: Jeff, do you have the
15 attention to human impacts at the mine site or in adjacent 15 communitiesthat are currently included in the HIA? That
16 areas. And hisfirst question was when did the State 16 might be helpful.
17 decide to conduct a health impact assessment as part of 17 MR. BRUNO: | can get that list.
18 this-- as part of thisEIS. 18 MR. WILLARD CHURCH: | have a couple more
19 MR. BRUNO: The health -- Department of 19 questionshere. Yeah. Looking at the project summary,
20 Hedth and Socia Services acouple years back pretty much |20 the book that was mailed out about a month or so ago, page
21 developed what they are calling their HIA program, and 21 21, managing mercury, there has been two concerns that
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it'safairly new program. Asfar as Donlin specificaly,
they started collecting data about a year back for their
baseline data, maybe even alittle further back. It'sa
fairly new program, but within the last two to three years
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I've had over the years once this project was proposed,
and that was how mercury was going to be managed, and also
cyanide management. Y ou know, athird one would be ARDS
rock drainage. | haven't found out where the captured
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1 mercury isgoing to be shipped off to. Y ou know, you 1 any, you know, dust that would get up into the airstream
2 identified afederally regulated facility, but to date | 2 would eventually be dropped, you know, through raindrops
3 haven't heard where in the U.S. it's going to be shipped 3 and snow and so forth along that airstream. And we wanted
4 to. No one seemsto have an answer to that question. 4 toredlly focus on making sure that anyone involved would
5 Whereisthe federally regulated facility located? Isit 5 really do alot of extensive monitoring of the water and
6 amilitary facility that manages mercury, or isit 6 theair quality because of prevailing winds. And also all
7 civilian? 7 water flows downstream. And, you know, we are part of
8 MR. KUHLE: All I can say is| don't have 8 that.
9 theanswer to that at thispoint. I'm not sureif it's 9 So | think there needsto be areal strong
10 beenidentified. It would have to comply with all 10 emphasis and focus on ongoing and long-term monitoring of
11 regulatory requirements, but beyond that, I'm not sure. 11 those air and water quality.
12 Taylor, do you know if that wasincluded -- | don't 12 MR. KUHLE: That's agood -- good scoping
13 believe that's been included yet in the information 13 comments and we will consider that during -- you know, as
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submitted.

MR. BREL SFORD: The purpose of the scoping
meeting is to make note of that question and to see if we
can provide a specific answer by the time of the draft
EIS--

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: And | think Lucy
brought up something that can be also identified as a
concern. You know, with the recent seismic activity
occurring out here in Southwest Alaska with the little
tremor that occurred six days ago -- | think it was 4.8,
about eight miles from -- toward the southeast side near
the Kuskokwim River, | know the facility is designed to be
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the draft is prepared to make sure that those issues are
adequately addressed. Thank you.

MR. BREL SFORD: Don, this might be a
moment to say when we wrap up with the forma comments, we
welcome the chance to talk alittle more in detail with
peopleif you have detailed questions. We cantak a
little bit about the data gap analysis and some of the
background work that's underway now. And | also wanted to
mention the posters that are along the wall. They have
some additional information on the milling process or some
of the details about infrastructure design and so on. So
have a peek at those afterwards, aswell.
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ableto handle, | believe, 7.8 magnitude. Are there any
documented tremors or earthquakes that have gone beyond
the maximum allowed for the mine site?

MR. KUHLE: I guessI'm not familiar with
the criteria that has been established to, you know,
develop the -- you know, for engineering the mine, the
tailings dam and other facilities, including the pipeline,
but again, that's -- you know, as Taylor said, thisisa
scoping meeting, and that's a good question to bring up.
And the way the process works is we will take the
information that's -- the plans and proposals and the
designs that have been submitted by Donlin Gold, they will
be analyzed by the URS team and they will evaluate the
design, determine if any additional information or studies
are necessary, and that will be used to develop the draft
EIS. And there will be an opportunity to comment on that.
But again, | don't have the specific answers to that, but
that's the purpose that we are here.

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: Okay. One more.
Being familiar with the IGAP and EPA and some of the
monitoring programs that have been funded under those
funding sources, | know back when | was involved, we were
emphasizing water quality and air quality monitoring. You
know, with prevailing winds and constant winds out here,
we were concerned at the time with prevailing winds that
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I think we were ready for another question over
here.

MR. MARK MOYLE: My question is primarily
for the subsistence way of life and the water quality and
the air quality issues. Addressing the water quality
first, as you mentioned in your presentation, the exposure
of the rocks that have been capped for millions of years,
we are not seeing the cinnabar and the galena exposed, so
we are not getting the mercury and the lead into the water
system. Most of usfrom here, we hunt and fish, and alot
of folks like duck and goose.

Two things: One, during the life span of the
mine we are going to have a constant exposure, so therain
falling in a semi-arid environment is going to have alot
of lead and mercury into the watershed. So any of the
game birds, they are going to be subsisting off of
vegetation and bugs and whatnot that are going to be
taking up those heavy metalsinto their systems. Concern
number one.

Concern number two, after 27 years, thismineis
going to be shut down and convert the mine cut to abig
lake. Number one, it's going to be a constantly -- it's
constantly going to be leaching metal s into the water
system because of the angles of the cut. Ninety degree
angles, there is no sediment that's going to seal the
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1 bottom of that lake up, so it's going to be a constant 1 information available in the permit applications that
2 hazard. And the $750 reclamation bond per acre is going 2 Donlin has provided. And those would be agood -- that's
3 to cover thiswhen Donlin Gold goes away. So that's an 3 the proposed action that the EIS would be evaluating.
4 issue of concern. 4 MR. MARK MOYLE: I'll submit this stuff to
5 The other thing that I'm surprised the project 5 youinan e-mail for your input, but what's come to mind
6 isgoing forward is because the metallurgy -- thereisa 6 iswe have had alot of mines around the United States
7 lot of arsenic in this, and you guys happen to use an 7 that have -- they have gotten their pot of gold and have
8 autoclave in this system to drive off these -- to 8 goneaway. And with this, this open pit up here, after we
9 volatilize this stuff so that you can get a cleaner 9 are all donewith it, everything goes through and the
10 recovery of gold off the process. 10 agenciesdo their thing, after it goes away, it's going to
11 And the other question is, you are using cyanide 11 beaproblem. And you see the pictures and the depiction
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in the process, and so you have X consumption of cyanide

12

of how thislakeis going to look when we are al done

13 per ton of oreto take up the base metalsfirst. So 13 withit. It'still going to be exposed rock after all
14 you've got all thismetal you don't want. Isthe 14 thistime.
15 regulations going to ensure that this stuff that'sin 15 So I'm just wondering if thereis away that the
16 solution is going to be precipitated out and dealt with 16 BLM, the Corps of Engineers, and EPA can say, okay, we
17 instead of dumping into a pond or dumped into the aquifer? |17 need to make sure that this lake goes back to a natural
18 That would be aquestion | have. 18 state at some point. And it's going to cost the operator
19 Those would be the things that | want to make 19 money to change the angle of this open pit so that we can
20 surethat we address is that the water quality was kept as 20 ensurethat it's -- because the only source of stuff to
21 clean aspossible, instead of having the right permits and 21 seal up the bottom of this lake [indecipherable] from
22 say, okay, we're going to raise the bar because you guys 22 water comingintoit. Arewe going to make sure that
23 can't meet clean water requirements. 23 somehow this thing gets capped so that the water quality
24 MR. KUHLE: Okay. | guess!'ll say thanks 24 inthat lake eventualy cleansitself up?
25 for those comments. And again, we will be looking at the 25 | don't know. | don't know how to explain it
Page 39 Page 41
1 information that Donlin has submitted. They have 1 any further. That'swhere I'm going because with all the
2 submitted information on how they expect to deal with 2 mining operations | have been involved in, I've seen so
3 those contaminants. Y ou know, for example, they have 3 much dishonesty with it and how the environment isjust
4 designed the project to have no runoff of any water that 4 turned to trash because of the actions. And I'm concerned
5 contactsthe mine. | understand thereisalot of other 5 it'sgoing to happen here and it's -- when NovaGold goes
6 ways, including air emissions, potential leaching into the 6 away, that it's going to be a problem for the locals. And
7 groundwater. Again, you know, we will take alook. 7 arewe going to fix it and make sure that they fix it
8 URS has alarge team assembled that will 8 whilethey are mining?
9 evauate the proposed design as submitted by Donlin. Y our 9 MR. KUHLE: I guesswhat | heard is that
10 comments are good in that they help us focus on issues 10 you are talking about different alternativesin the design
11 that people are particularly concerned with. So if you 11 of the mine.
12 have, you know, specific -- you know, any more specific 12 MR. MARK MOYLE: And | don't know if this
13 details, you know, beyond those that you made today about 13 isaplaceto discussthat.
14 particular areas or particularly any particular wildlife 14 MR. KUHLE: Wédll, it would be. Andwe
15 or fish populations that you are concerned about, | 15 will belooking at aternatives. And if you are talking
16 encourage you to provide that information, as well, and 16 about the angle of the slopes, that's a comment I'd ask,
17 that can belooked at during the preparation of the draft. 17 you know, that you -- you have aready madeit. It'son
18 Thank you. 18 therecord now. And that can be looked at as we develop
19 MR. BRELSFORD: Maybe onething to mention |19 alternatives.
20 isthat the permit applications that Donlin prepared, 20 As | mentioned in our presentation, the Corpsis
21 including their environmental management practices, those 21 required to select the least environmentally damaging
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are available on the EIS project website. The most recent
one that was posted was the transportation plan that
includes the details for spill responses at the terminals

or the boats -- the barges. So sometimes thereis more

22
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practicable alternative under section 404(b)(1) of the
Clean Water Act, meaning we cannot issue the permit if it
is not the least environmentally damaging practicable
dternative. So you know, anything -- any ideas that you
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1 haverelated to adesign -- it sounds like you are aware 1 question?
2 of anumber of other mine projects. If you have ideas on 2 MR. KUHLE: It was Willard Church. We
3 how those mines could have -- something could have been 3 will get his contact information and put him in touch with
4 donedifferently -- it sounds like you have some ideas 4 you.
5 regarding thismine. |, you know, ask that you get them 5 MR. BRUNO: Yeah. And I'll get him the
6 into the record so that they can be looked at in the 6 site specific information for that and make sure |
7 draft. 7 articulateit correctly. But | need to get with the DEC
8 And not only under section 404 of the Clean 8 air quality people and water quality people and see if
9 Water Act, but NEPA, of course, has a process of 9 thereisany regiona site specific criteriain that area.
10 developing and looking at the various aternatives. So 10 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Jeff.
11 that's-- you know, that's what we are looking to do isto 11 MR. WILLARD CHURCH: Let mejust follow up
12 ensurethat thismineis not a project in the future after 12 with the reasoning why | posed the few questions. | think
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it closes. That's one of the things we are hoping to
accomplish. Thank you.

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: | have another
question here for the State representative that's on the
phone. My nameisWillard Church. Inregardsto
standards, water quality standards and ambient air quality
standards, do you have those established currently for
that area?

MR. BRUNO: Was that a question of
baseline that's been --

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: | know you have been
doing some water monitoring up there and air monitoring.
Isthere any work towards establishing those standards for
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you need baseline standards in order to make the
determinations whether or not you will be exceeding those
standards or within the standards themselves. So there
needs to be standards established for water quality and
air quality so that you could know where you are with any
discharges getting into the atmosphere or into the water.
MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you.
MR. PETER WILLIAMS; What's the mercury --
what formisitin, solid or liquid? Areyou going to
mine it?
MR. KUHLE: As| understand, there would
be a number of different ways that mercury -- you know,
that we would have to make sure that the mercury was kept
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that area or using general standards for the State?

MR. BRUNO: | apologize. So the question
is, if we are going to -- if standards have been
established for that area as far as air quality, right?

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: Air and/or water
quality, both.

MR. BRUNO: Air and water quality. You
know, asfar as --

MR. KUHLE: Areyou there, Jeff?

(Phone disconnected.)

MR. KUHLE: Arethere any other questions
while we are waiting to get the phones back up?

MR. BRUNO: Sorry about that. Are we back
on?

MR. KUHLE: Just got back on. Didyou
hear when we dropped of f?

MR. BRUNO: No. Meand Tami were on, so
we talked, and it sounds like she might be still be on and
back with us, too.

MR. KUHLE: Areyou there?

MR.BRUNO: | am. ThisisJeff. Sojust
back to that question, you know. | would have to get with
DEC, Department of Environmental Conservation, and get
that site specific information. But if thereisany
chance you can get the -- who was that that was asking the
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from getting into the environment. 1'm not sure of the
exact -- whether -- whether liquid or gaseous, however. |
know there is concerns regarding air emissions and just
getting into the water or any number of ways. | don't
have the answers to that specifically.

MR.PETER WILLIAMS: [inaudible]

MR. BREL SFORD: So the last question was
whether mercury would be mined in this project. | think
one thing to say isthat mercury is naturally occurring in
the rock of the central Kuskokwim region, so when that
rock is disturbed or exposed, that mercury is exposed and
can be picked up in the water, or if it'sturned into
dust, that could be picked up into the air. So those
would be -- it's a source rock, and the environmental
management has to capture that mercury. And then after
they have captured the mercury in the mill process, they
do haveto ship it off sitein a secure container.

So when Don talked a little while ago about
moving the mercury away to a safe place, that's the
mercury that is captured out of the air or the dust.

MR. JOHN SHARP: Thank you. | will speak
both languages, Y up'ik and English. First of all, my name
is John Sharp, originally born and raised right herein
the Native Village of Quinhagak, and I'm still here, and
so are these other people that are born and raised in this
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1 village. People here in Quinhagak, Goodnews, Platinum, 1 tousonly includes the mine site at -- ten miles north of
2 Eek, Tuntutuliak, we are the Unit No. 10 within the 2 Crooked Creek.
3 CdistaRegion. | have aquestion because I'm kind of 3 MR. JOHN SHARP: Okay. Thereason why |
4 confused. 4 stood up and said thisis because so many of uswithin the
5 Areyou only just talking about Donlin Creek 5 Unit 10 area of Calistais we have so much concern with
6 operating in Crooked Creek and those surrounding 6 our lifestylein thisarea, and so I'm hoping -- and some
7 communities there? And my questionis. Are you planning 7 of usare hoping that thisis not going to be done right
8 to make project research on these mineralsright herein 8 away because we are often, you know, not in favor of
9 our area, Unit No. 10 within Calista? Because | have a 9 opening up mining in this area because of our subsistence
10 lot of concern with this operation that's going to be 10 lifestyle and our Native tradition. So | hope my concern
11 done, if itisdone. 11 isunderstood, and question.
12 People, our village and the people of Quinhagak, 12 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. We have
13 Goodnews, Platinum, Eek and Tuntutuliak, our area has so 13 it -- it'sin the record now so, you know, your questions
14 many seepages right within our mountains falling into our 14 will be addressed in the draft EIS.
15 river and out to the bay from the lakes of these 15 MR. JOHN SHARP: Okay. Thank you.
16 mountains. And my concern isif these chemicalslike 16 MS. LUCY SMALL: | have aquestion on the
17 mercury or if it happens to be a project performed to 17 barging you had mentioned earlier. How isthisgoing to
18 complete apipdine -- and already some of them mentioned 18 be affecting the fish runs, you know? Fishrunsare
19 that if something happens and break down, and thereis 19 getting lower and lower aswe know it. | wasjust
20 going to be alot of mess because right here in our area 20 wondering about the amount of your barge runs you were
21 subsistenceissueisavery -- very important and number 21 talking about, how isthis going to be affecting your --
22 one, first of all. And so if those things happen, those 22 you know, the salmon going upriver?
23 kinds of accidents happen -- we al know what happened 23 MR. KUHLE: That's an issue that's been
24 in--in Gulf of Alaskawith this oil spillage severa 24 raised and will be looked at. Y ou know, we will ook at

N
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years ago.
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the proposed barging activity and the transportation plan
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(Speaking in Yup'ik)

This land we are standing on and living on,
especially the Natives, is our natural resource, our food.
I'm sure you might have some good equipment to work with
wherever you are going to -- oh, yes. | have a question:
Which area exactly are you talking about to propose this
mining? Isthisright here within the Unit No. 10 of
Calista Region?

MR. KUHLE: | guessI'm not -- I'm not
familiar with the unit numbers, but | can tell you where
theminesiteis. It'slocated -- the mineitself is
located ten miles north of Crooked Creek off of the
Kuskokwim River. The other project features that we are
talking about is the pipeline from Cook Inlet to the mine
siteto bring in natural gas. So the actual mining for
gold and, you know, also the things we talked about are
located at the mine site, located ten miles north of
Crooked Creek. There will be a substantial increase in
navigation on the Kuskokwim River. They will be barging
all of their fuel and supplies up theriver.

MR. JOHN SHARP: And the reason why | ask
that is because there may be a misunderstanding because |
was thinking that this company might be doing some
research within our region right here in Unit 10.

MR. KUHLE: No. The project as proposed
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that's been submitted by Donlin. URS, who isthe
contractor preparing the EIS, will look at the studies

that have been done and any information that's available
regarding fish runs on the Kuskokwim River. We have
received some specific commentsin some of our previous
meetings, you know, about specific areas and specific
runs, so those will be specifically addressed in the EIS.

If you have, you know, any information regarding
runs, you know, that you are particularly concerned of,
you know, any fish or habitat or fisheries that you want
to be, you know, sure are not adversely impacted, |'d ask
you to provide that information during the scoping period
so that those can be looked at during this process.

And again, that's the purpose of the scoping
meeting, to gather that type of information so we can
identify the resources that are there, you know, the uses
of those resources that currently exist, and to evaluate
how those would be affected by the proposed project, and
then to make our permitting decisions based on that
information. So again, if you have any specific
information, 1'd ask, you know, that you submit that to
us.

MS. GRACE HILL: | have aquestion that
I'd like to clarify with John that it does not only affect
that areg; it affects al of usfrom Platinum, Goodnews,
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1 al theway. Not only will it affect Crooked Creek or 1 half to produce this draft EIS. And during that period,
2 wherever that mine is because it will affect subsistence, 2 you know, URS will look at the mine proposal and the
3 fishing, everything. And I think we need to really, as 3 proposed -- the actions that's proposed, and they'll look
4 they say, you know -- how you are saying, you are doing 4 at the resources that are there and what the impacts are
5 thisand you are doing thistheright away. Thereis 5 going to be. And that's the process of identifying what
6 never aright way to do anything until it happens. 6 theimpactswill be. And then we will make our decisions
7 And | think when | went to one of the minesin 7 based on that. So we are well aware that the potential
8 Nevada, | went to abusfor, like, how many hours, and | 8 impacts extend beyond the mine.
9 sat there and | thought, man, there is not one bird I've 9 | hope | answered -- | know | probably didn't
10 seen, not one animal, nothing except rocks piled of 10 touch on everything you said, but do you have any
11 mining. And you know, when you talk about that and what 11 follow-up to that or any questions that | can answer?
12 you have seen, no vegetation, nothing, it -- it got me to 12 MS. GRACE HILL: | don't think so.
13 thinking, will this be just like that over that Donlin 13 MR. WILLARD CHURCH: | have another
14 Mine. And you know, when you see it, you think about it. 14 question.
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It affects al of us, al the whole areas with
their subsistence way of life, fishing, barges going up.
It still will affect the fish because they are trying to
go up and the barges arerolling up. | mean, anything
good you say will come out of it, it will affect the
Natives subsistence way of life, no matter how we look at
it. And | think these are concerns of the people all
around the areais the Natives way of life.

Y ou know, prices are going up, even in the
stores for a piece of chicken. Well, we depend on fish,
birds, whatever we can get. And thewholeideaisthat we
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MR. MARK MOYLE: We have to catch aplane
in 15 minutes, and one of our party has a question for you
guys, if you can --

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Sure. Go ahead. They
need to leave soon. Maybe we'll take their question
first.

MR. BAVILLA MERRITT: I'm BavillaMerritt
from Goodnews Bay. | don't speak very well in English,
but | can speak alittle bit al right. But | havejust a
few questions. What's the difference -- the platinum
mining that's been started in 19 -- early 1930s, platinum
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try to work together and find solutions that -- you know,
things will happen. Look at that oil spill we had. It
affected alot of animals and killed them, all these
things.

And when you bring somebody to the meetings, you
should bring somebody that will answer these questions
like Willard had. And then you will say, well, we will
ask them. Our people are willing to come to the meetings,
and definitely you guys should bring people that know the
answers.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. | guessfirst of dl, |
guess, you know, we do agree that the impacts are not
limited to the mine site, and that's why we are having
these scoping meetings throughout the various regionsis
to, you know, find out, you know, what resources and uses
are there and what the potential impacts to those are.

I'll jJump ahead to your question about bringing
people to the meetings. The purpose of the meetingsis
to, you know, find out what the questions are, and then
thereis-- you know, it's not a simple thing that all the
answers are available right now. We are going through --
we are going through the process of trying to identify
what the questions are so that they can be looked at in
detail.

And we have -- it'sgoing to take ayear and a
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and gold, and that one up there starts not very long ago.
What's the difference between them two mines?

MR. KUHLE: Thedifference, other than
the --

MR. BAVILLA MERRITT: On the environment
and all those things.

MR. KUHLE: I guessI'm not very familiar
with the platinum mine. | guess we are evaluating the
Donlin Mine asit's been proposed to us. |I'm sure there
is many differences and many similarities on both mining
projects, but they arein very different areas. They are,
you know, different mining processes. Oneisfor
platinum, oneisfor gold.

MR. MARK MOYLE: | can answer that
question for you. Platinum makes alot of dirty water,
the Goodnews platinum mine. It doesn't contaminate the
environment with chemicals or risk of contaminating the
environment with chemicals.

MR.BAVILLA MERRITT: | can speak itin
Yup'ik. (Speakingin Yup'ik.) Likethe Donlin Gold, they
have different -- some mineral to use in mining.
(Speaking in Yup'ik.)

THE TRANSLATOR: Hismain questionis
that, you know, mines have to do processes that they go
through, and he's wondering if Donlin Gold is proposing a
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1 certain type of project -- a certain kind of process, | 1 it hasto do with environmental impacts, and including the
2 mean, if they are using any chemicalsto separate the gold 2 HIA, which ismorerecent. But, you know, like Bavilla
3 from the ore and so forth. 3 said, thereis definitely going to be some social impacts,
4 MR. KUHLE: Yes. They have provided some, 4 you know, impacts to economy, to the lifestyle and way of
5 you know -- alot of detail so far on the process that 5 lifeto, you know, anew generation coming up through the
6 they will be using, and if -- you know, if you have time, 6 ranks; they are going to be in need of having, you know,
7 you could look at some of the posters on the walls, and 7 long-term jobs.
8 they give kind of an overview of those processes and give 8 And the federal dollars are shrinking. You
9 you agood idea of what they are proposing, you know, the 9 know, we get very little from the State. Thereis not
10 processes and chemicalsthat are involved and how they 10 much of an economy. We are looking at declining salmon
11 planto dea with those. 11 runs. Our commercial fishing economy isdropping. There
12 MR.BAVILLA MERRITT: Yeah. (Speakingin |12 isalot of issues here that we have to think about and
13 Yup'ik.) Younger generations, they don't eat very much 13 think about very carefully because thereis going to be
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from the land, just like old people like us -- we are
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impacts that affect our whole lifestyle and way of life

15 getting old, right? They are changing. Y ounger 15 from every aspect and every spectrum when you think about
16 generationsis changing now. Maybe half of them make 16 that.
17 living from the land, half of them make living from the 17 Pretty tough decisions for everybody to take
18 English way, White Man people, something like that. 18 into consideration here, you know. Everyone hasto decide
19 (Speakingin Yup'ik.) Our generation, our children and 19 for themselves, you know, where they stand on the issue
20 their children, what they going to do without -- without a 20 becauseit is going to have a far-reaching effect.
21 job, you know? The fishing is good, but not enough for 21 | wasn't exactly going to talk about that, but |
22 them younger generations. And those other mining up there |22 wanted to ask some questions about the ERP, environmental
23 istoo -- not enough for the younger generation, too. 23 response planning that's going to be part of operations
24 (Speakingin Yup'ik.) 24 and potentially the EIS process. | know they are going to
25 We are doing the best we can of the things we 25 develop ERPsfor the mining operations. Y ou know, like |
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1 operate, especialy our younger generation. Most of them 1 said before, you know, water flows downstream, and you are
2 will bejust like white people, not like me or not like 2 going to be having numerous barges transporting in
3 you. 3 double-hulled barges, but also in sealed containers. And
4 But | just wanted to mention this before | go. 4 the back-haul is going to include transporting mercury out
5 We got not much time left. Maybe our planeis up there 5 of thearea
6 aready. Thank you. 6 Y ou know, thereisalot of communities that are
7 MR. KUHLE: Thank you. 7 dong theriver there and down on the coast. Isthere
8 THE TRANSLATOR: That wasthegist of his 8 going to be any funding becoming available or through
9 question. His concernswas spoken in English, but the -- 9 Donlin to assist those communities with developing their
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his concern mainly is towards the young people, the
younger generation, how they aretoday. Their eating
habitsis that of awestern style and not cultural,

Native. And he's concerned that, you know, western style
eating habits cost money, and he's saying people will need
to have jobsin the future. And he said that even though
there are for sure some unwel come things happening with
the mines, that he would support opening even more mines
so that the younger generation would have an opportunity
to have jobs available to them to satisfy their lifestyle.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks. And | believe
those issues will be looked at in the EIS asfar asthe
impacts on subsistence, and there will also be the health
impact assessment. So | guess those comments are in the
record now and will be considered in the draft EIS.

MR. WILLARD CHURCH: Inyour EIS, alot of
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own ERPs so that they can at least have some planning in
place which would assist them with dealing with any
grounding issues or hull breaches or any sinking of barges
that could potentially occur aong the transport route?

MR. KUHLE: So--

MR. BREL SFORD: So the question on
response plansis very much central to the EIS. There are
some draft response plans in the transportation plan
submitted by Donlin, and | can show you where to look that
up on the website; but those are the ones we are going to
look at again. And certainly the point you make about
local participation in those plans and the response teams,
that's areally good point that we will highlight in the
ElS.

MR. BILLY TEELUK: Billy Teeluk. I'm from
Eek. Thesetwo guysthat kind of asked questions, can |
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1 ask you when are you going to send the money to Quinhagak, 1 impact. 6,900 of that iswetlands. And Donlin has, you
2 Eek, or Platinum or Goodnews and give the villagers ajaob, 2 know, mapped out those wetlands and submitted the
3 like maybe five -- five people would clean up the area, 3 information to us. We will take alook at that to, you
4 things like that that the village needs? That'sall. 4 know, check the adequacy of it to, you know, look at the
5 Thank you. 5 functions and values of those wetlands.
6 MR. KUHLE: So you want to know when -- 6 And the process required by our regulationsis
7 MR. TEELUK: Wédll, you got lots of gold. 7 first that we avoid the impact to the wetlands as much as
8 MR. KUHLE: I need to clarify that, you 8 possible, that those that can't be avoided are minimized,
9 know, I'm with the Corps of Engineerswho is-- we are 9 and if they can't be avoided or minimized, then
10 doing the EIS. The proposal isfor Donlin Gold. They are 10 compensatory mitigation isrequired. There was anew
11 theoneswith the gold. We are looking at potential 11 mitigation rule in 2008 that requires that the first
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impacts of the project. If there needs to be measures
taken to, you know, avoid or minimize or mitigate the
potential impacts, you know, that's where we will be

12
13
14

priority or the first type of mitigation is through a
mitigation bank. And Donlinis-- or I'm sorry. Calista
isworking with the company, you know, looking at

15 involved, and we will, you know, make the necessary 15 developing amitigation bank that might be used. It's,
16 requirementsto avoid, minimize and mitigate the impacts. 16 you know, in the very early stages of that. That hasn't
17 MR.WILLIE MARK: (Speakingin Yup'ik.) My |17 been submitted to the Corpsyet. But that's one thing
18 nameisWillie Mark. | live herein Quinhagak. (Speaking 18 that may be an option to Donlin isto utilize that
19 inYup'ik.) 19 mitigation bank.
20 THE TRANSLATOR: Mr. Willie Mark states 20 If there is a mitigation bank and the project is
21 that he was born here, and he witnessed as -- as he was 21 withinit's -- the service area of that mitigation bank,
22 growing up mining operations on the Arolik River, the 22 then that would -- they would be required to use that
23 so-called Kowkow mining operation. | think he mentioned 23 unlessthey demonstrated, you know, why there was a better
24 that they were simultaneously operating at -- during that 24 option.
25 time, but he witnessed the Arolik River would get very 25 The second priority or the second preferred
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1 murky and muddy, and salmon and other fish were no longer 1 means of mitigation isthrough fee-in-lieu, which isthe
2 init since the mines were in operation. And once they 2 conservation fund that | believeisthe only optionin
3 set down and after along while, once the water got clear 3 Alaskathat they could use for that. And beyond that, it
4 and cleaner, the fish started to come back. Now we use 4 would be applicant provided compensatory mitigation. So
5 theriver to do our subsistence activities. 5 it's something that they are looking at. Y ou know,
6 And he wanted to share thisinformation and 6 it's-- we don't have a mitigation bank that the project
7 hopesthat it will be of some use to the study. 7 iswithin the service area of yet, but if oneis available
8 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank him -- | thank 8 at thetime, that would be the first priority. By the
9 you for the comments, and that's -- you know, we hope to 9 timethe-- in order -- by the time the draft EISis
10 make sure that there aren't any -- that we can avoid and 10 prepared, we should have alot more information on that.
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minimize those impacts to the environment similar to those
that you experienced. Thank you. Any other questions?
MR. HENRY MARK: My nameis Henry Mark
from Quinhagak. My question is regarding the wetland
permitting. 16,000 acresisalot of land to disturb.
What's the compensatory mitigation process? Can you
explain what that processinvolves? NVK had to go through
this compensatory mitigation for disturbing the seven
acres of land for one of our projects, and the project had
to compensate monetarily for disturbing thisland area.
So I'm curiousif Donlin Creek will propose such a
mitigation process, if it's going to be disturbed, this
16,000 acres.
MR. KUHLE: Yes. | believeit's-- asfar
as-- you are right that it's over 16,000 acres total
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And in fact, we would have to have -- Donlin will have to
submit to us a mitigation plan that we can reasonably

be -- expect to be available as far as mitigation bank or
whatever other means to be available at the time the
permits would be issued, if they were to be issued.

MR. HENRY MARK: So for projects, say,
around our community, would the same processes -- we went
through it once. If we apply for another project because
my areais mostly wetland, would that impact al the
projects that we request? | don't know if | said it
right.

MR. KUHLE: Which area specifically are
you talking about?

MR. HENRY MARK: Regarding wetland
permitting, compensatory mitigation. Say if we wereto
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1 build asubdivision, another subdivision; our areais all 1 any village meetings directly addressing that operation
2 wetlands; would we be going through the same process 2 over there. The only time we hear about thisiswhen
3 again? 3 people comein like thistwo or three times so far. Other
4 MR. KUHLE: There are definite regulations 4 thanthat, very little village meetings are being held for
5 and policies asfar as-- and that's pretty much what | 5 that specific purpose. A lot of usknow alittle bit
6 tried to explainis, you know, we first, you know, try to 6 about the mine, and alot of us don't know most of what's
7 avoid, minimize and mitigate. And there is a sequence of 7 going oninthemine. And that'swhy | say they have an
8 preferences for the type of mitigation. And that isthe 8 |-don't-care-attitude over the mineitself. We have
9 mitigation bank, fee-in-lieu, and applicant provided. 9 concerns being brought over the course of those meetings
10 Doesthat answer your question? 10 since, and some paperwork is coming to us to inform us
11 MR. HENRY MARK: Yes, it does. Thanks. 11 about the operations about the planned operation there.
12 MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: My nameisJoshua |12 And being at one of the AV CP conventions about
13 Cleveland from Quinhagak. | have a series of questions. 13 two or three years ago, without having to have avillage
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Thefirst oneis| think the people here are mistaking you
people as being coming from Donlin Gold employees. Please
clarify for us.

MR. KUHLE: Asl said, I'm with the Army
Corps of Engineers. Donlin Gold has proposed a mining
project north of Crooked Creek. In order to open amine,
they will have to obtain alarge number of federal and
State permits. The Corps of Engineers has one of the most
extensive permits through the wetlands and navigable
waters that they will affect. So under section 404 of the
Clean Water Act and section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act, they submitted a permit application through the Corps
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meeting first, the delegates from each of those villages
endorsed the concept without having first come to the
villages and tell us all about why they were endorsing it.
This as a person hurt me because they did not give us a
chance to manipulate alittle bit and learn more before
they go in there saying we endorse the planned operation.
I don't know why they think that.

I'm looking at it as asimilar action as the
Native Claims Settlement Act when people are not advised
of what's going on through the plan. And in that claims
act, we learned that we were hurt after the law was
passed. My right to land has been abolished by it and
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of Engineers.
The Corps of Engineers, as part of evaluating

those permit applications, is conducting this
environmental impact statement for the -- we are preparing
an environmental impact statement. That's the reason we
are heretoday is part of the scoping process. Corps of
Engineersis not going to be opening the mine. The mine,
if it's permitted, will be constructed and operated by
Donlin Gold, LLC.

MR.JOSHUA CLEVELAND: Thenext oneis,
I'm assuming that you are the people that have gotten the
application from Donlin Creek to start the mining
operations, isthat right? The paperwork applicationsto
do the mining, are you receiving that paperwork?

MR. KUHLE: The question is, has Donlin
submitted paperwork to begin?

MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: Yes.

MR. KUHLE: They have submitted their
permit applications, and that's why we are here is because
they submitted their paperwork and their applications to
the Corps of Engineers, and that's what initiated this
process, why we are here today.

MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: Our coast villages,
Quinhagak, Platinum, Goodnews and Eek, probably have an
|-don't-care-attitude towards the mine. We have not had
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hurt over that.

So thisisthe kind of action that for lack
of -- village meetings should be more often towards that
mining operation. We are learning now that we have one
month to say some kind of aword towards that plan. And
none of us know what the planis. We can't comment
without any knowledge of the mine operations.

So | have afriend here. | just learned he's
from Crooked Creek, and he's got full knowledge of that
planned operation than | do. And he's the one that's
going to benefit more from it because he's amember of The
Kuskokwim Corporation, the surface owner over there.
Calista Corporation has said nothing to us about its
initial authorization to go ahead and look around over
there 15 years ago.

I don't know what the mineis going to benefit
me as a Calista shareholder because Donlin, | am learning,
is a corporation worldwide, as you said at the beginning
of your meeting or presentation. They are the ones that
are going to -- they are the ones that are going to take
the money away. | do not know what Calistais going to
benefit from that. | have no slightest ideawhat Calista
isgoing to benefit from it. The Corps of Engineersis
going to alow that mining company to benefit themselves
rather than the region that needs to be benefit from the
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1 gold mine. 1 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. | guessthe
2 So those are the questions that are still not 2 overriding concern | heard there is that you haven't had
3 answered through us. The gold mineitself isnot going to 3 enough opportunity to hear and learn about the project in
4 cometome. It'sgoing to go to that company. So areyou 4 order to express your concerns about this project that's
5 going to go ahead and approve a permit that doesn't 5 going to have alarge potentia impact on the area, and
6 necessarily benefit the people that are from there? The 6 the benefits of that project may be limited to others --
7 only thing | hear isthat the operation -- the mine will 7 toavery limited number of people or groups. So |
8 operate 27 years or more with 6,000 employees annually. 8 guess-- first of all, you know, the scoping meeting,
9 They are the ones that are going to benefit from that 27 9 again, iswhy we are here trying to provide you with the
10 years. 10 basic information of the project, trying to hear your
11 My grandchild isin -- she'sin her very early 11 concerns. It soundslike you feel you need more
12 20snow. By thetimethat project isfinished, she's 12 information in order to make those concerns known to us.
13 going to be 50 years old. And | do not know what the 13 So | guess probably, you know, the best thing is
14 natural -- natural resources are going to be affected by 14 totry to get it -- you know, get your comments and
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then.

The subsistence fishermen in the Kuskokwim
River, as the people know, are prohibited from taking fish
for their personal use. And asyou know, that a bunch of
people are being tried for taking the fish now. And they
aregoing to betried in April. That's going to probably
worsen as that operation continues. It would be like the
Y ukon River. The-- the runs are declining year after
year now, and so it isin Quinhagak and Platinum.

Our ocean out there, the Kuskokwim Bay isa
transportation route for al of that salmon goingin,
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information together to us by the end of the scoping
meeting -- | mean -- sorry -- the scoping period on March
29th. If you feel you need other means to get information
to you, you can also, you know, request
government-to-government consultation. And we could
discuss with you how we could, you know, maybe find a
better way to get information to you. Y ou know, if you
wanted to do that, you could contact me or Amanda Shearer,
who isour tribal liaison, and we will try to, you know,
figure out away that you can be adequately represented
and get your commentsin to us.
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along with our own. Thereis [indecipherable] in Goodnews
Bay. If something bad happens up there, [indecipherable]
are going to be affected out there in the ocean trying to
comein.

I'm a'so learning from the newspaper clippings
that | have been looking at that Y ukon Delta Wildlife
Refuge manager is saying that the salmon that goes out
through the bay spends maybe two years out close to the
shore before it goes out to the ocean to grow. If that's
atrue statement, that if this salmon is going to be
affected by this operation, that smolt, they cal it, is
going to be heavily affected in those two years before it
goes out to the Pacific Ocean to grow.

So those are the concerns that we need to learn
more from. We have atribal council here; we have a city
council; and we have a corporation here that should do
some village meetings and inform us more, alittle bit
more on those things. One month is not avery long time.
And I'm also learning that there is another opening in
August of next year, | believe. And so comment periods
are not very long.

| wish our responsible village organization can
get together and educate us a little more on the whole
fashion of Donlin Gold, Donlin Gold's operations.

Thank you.
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If there is some measure or means that we can
take to get the information to you -- you know, we won't
need to move forward with the EIS process, so -- again,
March 29th is the end of the scoping period, but if you
want to, you know, contact us on a
government-to-government basis, we would be glad to do
that and discuss with you -- you know, explain in more
detail the EI'S process and figure out away to, you know,
get your concerns addressed, even if you can't get them to
us by March 29th.

MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: Thank you. The
next --

MR. BRUNO: Don, | need to hang up and go
to another meeting, but can you just make sure that you

give my information to anybody that needsit? And I'll
get back with Willard on some of those -- and can you get
me his contact information?

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Fine, Jeff. I'll do
that. I'll go ahead -- if anybody would like to get some
more information from the State, Jeff Bruno, he's going to
have to leave the line now, but contact -- get in touch
with me after the meeting and I'll get you his contact
information.

MR. BRUNO: And just rea quick, if
somebody can take down my number to give them -- | didn't
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1 leaveyou with any cards. It's(907) 269-7476. And | 1 preparing an extensive health impact assessment that will
2 apologize. 2 look at all those -- alot of those impacts that you are
3 MR. KUHLE: Thanks, Jeff. 3 taking about. So that will belooked at in detail. And
4 MS. JACKI CLEVELAND: What's hislast 4 that's, again, the purpose of an EISisto look at what
5 name? 5 those impacts are and see how we can avoid them. So thank
6 MR. KUHLE: It's Bruno, B-R-U-N-O. And 6 you.
7 hisnumber, if anybody wants to contact him directly, is 7 And again, aso I'll mention, too, you said
8 (907) 269-7476. 8 you -- alot of information -- | should have mentioned
9 MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: | would liketo 9 again the website. We are trying to put as much
10 make alast comment, that human impact is not much heard 10 information on the website as possible, not just in
11 of inthisproject. Andinformation is brought forth. 11 technical documents, but in away -- you know, to
12 Once the mine beginsto operate, thereisgoing to be a 12 summarizeit in away that the average person can
13 lot of people working up there, aswe learned. The laws 13 understand. So | encourage you, you know, if you have
14 arenot written to control the human impact. We have no 14 Internet access, to go to the website at donlingoldeis and
15 lawsto control that. | don't know. Maybe I'm saying it 15 takealook at al the information there. And if you
16 wrong. | don't know. But for those of usthat have 16 need -- again, if you need additional information or feel
17 watched the human reactions over time, anytime most of us |17 like you haven't had a chance to, you know, get your --
18 see money, we want to spend it the wrong way. Thus, we 18 you find enough information about it and get -- have a
19 have no control over that. Thereis no -- there won't be 19 chance to get those comments to us, you know, contact
20 any laws over that potential problem. 20 either Amanda Shearer or myself. Thank you.
21 So what will be the human impacts of that 21 Do we have any other questions?
22 employment around our region? A lot of usaresayingnow |22 MR. PETER WILLIAMS: Areyou recording or
23 that, you know, there are alot of people, aswe know, 23 taking notes of this meeting?
24 that are unemployed, and families are hurting, especially 24 MR. KUHLE: Yes. We have acourt recorder
25 trying to live aWhite Man way of life. We aretrying to 25 here. She'staking down every word that's being said, and
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transition to your way of life and going away from the way
we have been living in the past. So that's still our

concern because most villages have less than 50 percent
employment in their village. Way less than that.

And alot of us are dependent on our
grandchildren now for taking subsistence resources from
out there. We are thankful for that, how they have been
treating us of the things that we used to eat. We do not
know that the acid will have effect in places as
Quinhagak, so far away from the mining site. | do not
know if acid has a capacity to float over the air and
impact our village here. | don't know if the mercury does
that.

Those are alot of unknowns that we are not
knowledgeable of, even though they are mentioned in
your -- in Donlin's statements. We do not know what those
impacts are going to affect our resources out there. So
time s running out.

Likel said, you know, AV CP has endorsed that
operation without even telling us why they did that.
Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks for your
comments. And you know, one thing you mentioned was the
human impacts, and that is what Jeff Bruno who just signed
off hereis-- you know, the State is going to be
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it will be part of the record.

MR.PETER WILLIAMS: I'll be glad to read
itinthe EIS.

MR. KUHLE: Yes. Thetranscriptswill
eventually be on the website. There will be asummary.
Taylor, how soon are the summaries being put out?

MR. BREL SFORD: About aweek.

MR. KUHLE: About aweek from today there
should be a summary of today's meeting. And eventually
the final transcripts will be available, aswell. Any --
does that answer your question?

MR.PETER WILLIAMS: Yes. Will the access
road to the mine be gravel ?

MR. KUHLE: | expect that it will. I'm
not -- you know, | don't know the final design of it, but
I imagineit will be agravel road, and it will probably
be limited to access for mining purposes.

MR. PETER WILLIAMS: That would be
included in the EI S request, to make it a paved road.

MR. KUHLE: Youwould likeittobea
paved road; isthat what you are saying?

MR.PETER WILLIAMS: Paved road, yes.

MR. BREL SFORD: An dternative to be
considered.

MR. KUHLE: Yes, that would be an
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1 aternative that could be considered as part of the EIS ! REPCRTER S CERTI FI CATE
2 process. 2 I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR Notary Public in and for
3 MR. BREL SFORD: Don, we are going to need 3 the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
4 towrap up. Okay. Wearerunning out of time. We have a 4 That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
5 charter planethatwearegoing to have to catch. Do we 5 ne at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
6 havetimefor one last question? We will take one last 6 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
7 question. 7 transcribed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
8 MS. JACKIE CLEVELAND: So after Mark 8 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
9 Moyle‘sstatement about the wetland birdsgetting affected 9 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have

10 by the mercury, lead and arsenic, that's one way | could 10 | any interest in the outcone of the action herein

11 see human impact here spreading because, | mean, I'mnota |11 contained.

12 bird expert, but we all know that they migrate this way 12 IN W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed

13 from south. And if they were to be exposed to the 13 ny hand and affixed ny seal this __ day of

14 mercury, lead, arsenic and those -- and in the bodies of 14 2013.

15 water near the project, that could be one way it could get 15

16 to usunder human impact. And are there going to be 16 ARy VAURI K

17 studieson that? 17 Registered Merit Reporter

18 And another question is: Isit true that if or 18 Notary Publ e for Alaska

19 when the project isfinished, isit going to be the 19 My Conmi ssion Expires: November 5, 2016

20 largest open pit minein the nation? 20

21 MR. KUHLE: Regarding the birds and 21

22 wildlife being exposed to mercury, yes, that will be 22

23 looked at, you know, the potential for that to occur and 23

24 how that can be avoided. | guess the migration patterns 24

25 and that, that's a good comment that, you know, now that 25
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you have made that comment, we can certainly be sure that
it's addressed in the EIS.

And asfar as the size of the mine, it's-- |
don't believe it would be the largest, but it probably
would be one of the largest minesin the nation, yes.
Thank you.

Okay. | think we are going to have to finish
here. We will be here wrapping up and cleaning up for a
little bit, so if anybody has any specific questions, we
will be available to answer your questions. If anybody
wants Jeff Bruno's contact information, or EPA's officeis
on theling, if they would like their contact information,
please see me. And again, thereislots of information on
the website at donlingoldeis.com. And feel freeto
contact me either by phone or by e-mail. Thank you.

MR. BREL SFORD: And | think we would like
to thank everybody for making the effort to come this
afternoon. We would very much like to thank John Mark for
histranglating and for al of the folks who put the
facility together for us. | think it was arealy helpful
meeting. We had alot to learn from the comments. So
thank you, and we will come see you again soon.

(Proceedings adjourned at 4:00 p.m.)
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		Game (4)

		gap (1)

		gas (2)

		gaseous (1)
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		general (1)

		generate (2)

		generation (6)

		generations (3)

		geochemistry (1)

		George (1)

		geotechnical (1)

		gets (1)

		gist (1)

		given (2)

		gives (3)

		glad (2)

		goes (8)

		Gold (40)

		Gold's (3)

		gold-bearing (1)
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		Good (15)
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		Gorge (1)
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		governments (1)

		GRACE (2)
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		Harbors (2)

		hazard (1)
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		headsets (1)

		Health (10)

		hear (11)

		heard (5)
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		heat (1)
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		help (5)
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		HIAs (2)

		highlight (4)
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		holding (1)
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		home (1)
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		hull (1)

		human (16)

		hunt (1)

		hurt (3)

		hurting (1)
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		idea (8)

		ideas (5)
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		identifying (1)
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		image (1)

		imagine (1)

		immediately (1)

		impact (20)

		impacted (3)

		impacts (28)

		important (6)

		impoundment (1)

		improved (1)
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		include (7)
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		job (2)

		jobs (4)
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		Joshua (8)

		jump (1)
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		keep (1)

		kept (2)

		killed (1)

		kind (6)

		kinds (1)

		knowledge (4)

		knowledgeable (1)

		known (1)

		Kongiganak (1)

		Kowkow (1)

		KUHLE (67)

		Kuskokwim (17)
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		lack (1)

		lake (6)

		lakes (1)

		land (11)

		landing (3)

		lands (9)

		languages (1)

		large (12)

		largest (3)

		last (9)

		later (2)

		law (1)

		laws (4)

		leach (1)

		leaching (2)

		lead (4)

		learn (4)

		learned (3)

		learning (4)

		least (4)

		leave (3)

		left (2)

		legal (1)

		less (2)

		levels (1)

		liaison (2)

		life (13)

		lifestyle (5)

		light (1)

		limited (4)

		line (4)

		links (2)

		liquid (2)

		list (4)

		listen (1)

		listening (1)

		little (15)

		live (2)

		livelihood (1)

		living (4)

		LLC (1)

		loads (1)

		local (4)

		locals (1)

		located (8)

		locations (1)

		logistics (4)

		long (5)

		long-term (2)

		longer (1)

		look (19)

		looked (10)

		looking (12)

		loss (2)

		lot (28)

		lots (3)

		louder (4)

		loudspeaker (1)

		lower (6)

		LUCY (3)
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		magnitude (1)

		mailed (2)

		main (1)

		Mainly (2)

		maintenance (1)

		major (11)

		makes (1)

		making (3)

		MALE (4)

		man (3)

		managed (2)

		management (3)

		manager (2)

		manages (1)

		managing (1)

		manipulate (1)

		many (16)

		map (5)

		mapped (1)

		March (6)

		MARK (17)

		Mary (1)

		Mary's (1)

		material (1)

		materials (1)

		math (3)

		matter (1)

		matters (1)

		maximum (1)

		may (5)

		maybe (14)

		McGrath (1)

		mean (4)

		meaning (4)

		means (5)

		measure (1)

		measurement (1)

		measures (1)

		meat (1)

		meet (1)

		meeting (19)

		meetings (19)

		member (1)

		mention (4)

		mentioned (9)

		Mercury (27)

		MERRITT (5)

		mess (1)

		metal (1)

		metallurgy (1)

		metals (4)

		methods (1)

		microphone (4)

		microphones (1)

		middle (2)

		might (12)

		migrate (1)

		migration (1)

		mike (2)

		mile (1)

		milepost (2)

		miles (6)

		milestones (3)

		military (1)

		mill (4)

		milling (2)

		millions (1)

		mind (1)

		mine (63)

		mine-contacted (1)

		mined (1)

		mineral (1)

		minerals (1)

		mines (9)

		minimize (4)

		minimized (2)

		mining (35)

		minute (1)

		minutes (2)

		mistaking (1)

		misunderstanding (1)

		mitigate (3)

		mitigation (19)

		modeling (1)

		moment (1)

		monetarily (1)

		money (5)

		monitoring (7)

		month (3)

		more (30)

		most (8)

		mostly (1)

		mountains (2)

		move (6)

		movement (1)

		movements (1)

		moving (1)

		Moxie (1)

		MOYLE (6)

		Moyle's (1)

		much (16)

		muddy (1)

		murky (1)

		must (1)

		myself (2)
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		name (9)

		nation (2)

		National (6)

		Native (11)

		Natives (1)

		Natives' (2)

		natural (9)

		Naturally (2)

		navigable (1)

		navigation (2)

		near (8)

		nearby (2)

		nearest (2)

		necessarily (1)

		necessary (4)

		need (23)

		needs (6)

		neither (1)

		NEPA (4)

		Nevada (1)

		new (14)

		newsletters (1)

		newspaper (1)

		next (3)

		Ninety (1)

		noise (1)

		none (1)

		nor (1)

		normal (1)

		north (5)

		northwest (1)

		note (5)

		noted (3)

		notes (1)

		Notice (1)

		notified (1)

		NovaGold (2)

		November (4)

		Number (20)

		numbers (1)

		numerous (1)

		Nunapitchuk (1)

		NVK (1)
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		obtain (1)

		occur (4)

		occurred (1)

		occurring (3)

		ocean (4)

		ocean-going (2)

		October (1)

		off (9)

		off-loaded (1)

		off-loading (1)

		offered (1)

		office (2)

		Officer (1)

		often (3)

		oil (3)

		old (3)

		Once (7)

		one (53)

		ones (5)

		ongoing (1)

		only (12)

		open (5)

		opening (4)

		operate (3)

		operated (1)

		operating (3)

		operation (12)

		operations (12)

		operator (1)

		opponent (1)

		opportunities (4)

		opportunity (8)

		option (3)

		orange (1)

		order (8)

		ore (6)

		organization (2)

		orientation (1)

		originally (2)

		others (1)

		ounces (6)

		out (30)

		outside (2)

		over (19)

		overburden (1)

		overlapping (2)

		overriding (1)

		oversight (1)

		overview (4)

		own (3)

		owned (1)

		owner (3)
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		P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S (1)

		Pacific (1)

		page (1)

		paperwork (5)

		paragraph (3)

		part (12)

		participate (2)

		participating (3)

		participation (1)

		particular (2)

		particularly (3)

		partnership (1)

		parts (1)

		party (1)

		Pass (1)

		passed (1)

		passings (1)

		past (1)

		patterns (1)

		paved (3)

		peek (1)

		people (35)

		per (10)

		percent (5)

		performed (1)

		period (12)

		periods (1)

		permanent (1)

		permanently (1)

		permit (14)

		permits (22)

		permitted (1)

		permitting (13)

		person (4)

		personal (1)

		perspective (3)

		perspectives (2)

		PETER (15)

		phone (9)

		phones (1)

		photo (1)

		pick (1)

		picked (2)

		pictures (1)

		piece (1)

		piled (1)

		pipeline (26)

		pit (5)

		place (6)

		places (1)

		plan (13)

		plane (3)

		planned (3)

		planning (4)

		plans (5)

		plant (2)
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		Platinum (12)

		please (4)

		plus (1)

		pm (1)

		point (5)

		policies (1)

		Policy (3)

		pond (1)

		population (1)

		populations (1)

		port (1)

		portion (2)

		ports (2)

		posed (1)

		possible (4)

		possibly (1)

		posted (1)

		posters (2)

		pot (1)

		potential (9)

		potentially (2)

		pound (1)

		pounds (2)

		powder-like (1)

		power (2)

		practicable (3)

		practices (1)

		precipitated (1)

		preferences (1)

		preferred (1)

		preparation (1)

		prepare (5)

		prepared (6)

		preparing (5)

		presentation (8)

		presenting (1)

		Preservation (2)

		pretty (3)

		prevailing (3)

		preventing (1)

		previous (2)

		previously (1)

		prices (1)

		primarily (1)

		prior (1)

		priority (3)

		probably (7)

		problem (4)

		problems (1)

		procedures (1)

		proceed (2)

		Proceedings (1)

		process (42)

		processes (7)

		processing (1)

		produce (4)

		program (4)

		programs (1)
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		Project (76)

		projects (7)

		properly (1)

		properties (1)

		proponent (1)

		proposal (2)

		proposals (1)

		propose (2)

		proposed (24)

		proposing (2)

		protect (2)

		protected (1)

		provide (12)

		provided (5)
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		public (6)

		published (1)

		purpose (10)

		purposes (2)

		pushing (3)

		put (4)



		Q

		quality (22)

		quick (1)

		quieter (1)

		quietly (1)

		Quinhagak (13)



		R

		radio (1)

		rain (1)

		raindrops (1)

		Rainy (1)

		raise (1)

		raised (3)

		ran (1)

		Range (3)

		ranks (1)

		rather (1)

		reactions (1)

		read (3)

		ready (1)

		real (2)

		really (7)

		reason (3)

		reasonably (1)

		reasoning (1)

		receive (1)

		received (3)

		receiving (1)

		recent (3)

		recently (1)

		recipient (1)

		reclamation (2)

		recontoured (1)

		record (7)

		recorder (2)

		recording (1)

		Records (2)

		recovery (1)

		recreation (1)

		Recreational (1)

		reduced (1)

		refer (2)

		referred (3)

		reflected (1)

		reframe (1)

		Refuge (2)

		regarding (10)

		regards (2)

		region (9)

		regional (4)

		regions (1)

		Register (1)

		regulated (2)

		regulations (4)

		regulatory (2)

		rejoin (1)

		related (2)

		released (1)

		remote (3)

		removal (1)
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		removing (1)

		repeat (1)

		replace (1)

		representative (1)
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		request (3)

		requested (1)

		require (7)

		required (9)
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		requires (4)
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		research (2)

		residents (1)

		resource (1)

		resources (21)

		response (7)

		responses (1)

		responsibilities (4)
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		rest (2)

		result (1)

		review (5)

		right (22)

		right-hand (1)

		right-of-way (6)

		rigorous (1)

		risk (3)

		River (25)

		riverbank (2)

		riverbed (2)

		Rivers (5)

		road (7)

		roads (2)

		rock (12)

		rocks (2)

		role (1)

		rolling (1)

		roughly (1)

		round (1)

		route (4)

		rule (1)

		run (1)

		running (2)

		runoff (2)

		runs (8)

		runway (1)

		rural (1)



		S

		safe (2)

		salmon (6)

		same (6)

		sat (1)

		satisfy (2)

		saying (7)

		schedule (2)

		scheme (1)

		scoping (31)

		Sea (1)

		seal (2)

		sealed (1)

		season (3)

		second (6)

		section (10)

		secure (1)

		sediment (1)

		seeing (1)

		seems (1)

		seepages (1)

		segment (2)

		seismic (2)

		select (2)

		selected (1)

		semi-arid (1)

		send (1)

		separate (5)

		sequence (1)

		series (1)

		service (2)

		Services (3)

		set (2)

		Settlement (1)

		seven (1)

		several (10)

		Shall (1)

		share (2)

		shareholder (1)

		SHARP (5)

		Shearer (4)

		shift (1)

		shifts (1)

		ship (1)

		shipped (2)

		shipping (1)

		ships (2)

		shore (1)

		shortly (1)

		show (3)

		shown (1)

		shows (10)

		shrinking (1)

		shut (1)

		side (3)

		signed (1)

		significantly (1)

		similar (3)

		similarities (1)

		simple (1)

		simultaneous (3)

		simultaneously (1)

		sinking (1)

		site (26)

		sites (1)

		sitting (1)

		six (2)

		size (1)

		slide (23)

		slides (3)

		slightest (1)

		slopes (1)

		SMALL (2)

		smaller (2)

		smolt (1)

		snow (1)

		so-called (1)

		Social (4)

		solid (1)

		solution (1)

		solutions (1)

		somebody (3)

		somehow (1)

		sometimes (1)

		soon (3)

		sorry (5)

		sounds (4)

		source (2)

		sources (2)

		south (1)

		Southcentral (1)

		southeast (1)

		Southwest (1)

		span (2)

		speak (8)

		SPEAKER (10)

		speaking (14)

		special (2)

		specific (14)

		specifically (4)

		spectrum (1)

		spend (1)

		spends (1)

		spill (3)

		spillage (1)

		spills (3)

		spoken (1)

		spreading (1)

		square (1)

		St (1)

		stack (1)

		staff (2)

		staffer (1)

		stage (1)

		stages (1)

		stand (1)

		standards (11)

		standing (2)

		start (5)

		started (3)

		starting (2)

		starts (1)

		state (30)

		State's (1)

		statement (6)

		statements (2)

		States (4)

		status (2)

		step (2)

		steps (2)

		still (7)

		stood (1)

		stop (1)

		storage (4)

		stores (1)

		Streams (4)

		stretching (1)

		strong (1)

		structures (1)

		studies (5)

		study (1)

		stuff (4)

		style (2)

		subdivision (2)

		subject (1)

		submit (5)

		submitted (14)

		submitting (1)

		subregion (1)

		subregional (2)

		subregions (2)

		subsistence (14)

		subsisting (1)

		substantial (2)

		subsurface (1)

		summaries (1)

		summarize (2)

		summary (4)

		summer (1)

		supplies (5)

		supply (2)

		support (4)

		supports (2)

		sure (28)

		surface (3)

		surprised (1)

		surrounding (1)

		sync (1)

		system (4)

		systems (1)
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		tailings (5)

		talk (6)

		talked (3)

		talking (9)

		Tami (4)

		Taylor (4)

		team (3)

		teams (1)

		technical (1)

		technically (1)

		technique (1)

		TEELUK (3)

		teleconference (1)

		teleconferences (2)

		telling (1)

		ten (5)

		terminals (1)

		thankful (1)

		Thanks (8)

		thinking (2)

		third (1)

		thorough (2)

		though (2)

		thought (1)

		three (10)

		three-year (1)

		throughout (1)

		Thus (1)

		till (1)

		timeline (1)

		times (3)

		today (15)

		today's (2)

		together (7)

		Togiak (2)

		Toksook (1)

		ton (4)

		tons (3)

		top (2)

		topics (1)

		total (5)

		totally (1)

		touch (3)

		tough (1)

		tow (3)

		toward (1)

		towards (6)

		tows (2)

		tradition (1)

		traditional (4)

		traffic (2)

		trail (1)

		training (1)

		Trans-Alaska (1)

		transcript (2)

		transcripts (2)

		transfer (2)

		transferred (2)

		transferring (1)

		transition (1)

		translate (2)

		Translated (2)

		translates (1)

		translating (4)

		translation (4)

		translator (4)

		transport (3)

		transportation (9)

		transporting (2)

		trash (1)

		travel (2)

		treating (1)

		treatment (2)

		tremor (1)

		tremors (1)

		tribal (6)

		tribe (1)

		tribes (5)

		tried (4)

		trucked (1)

		true (2)

		try (11)

		trying (10)

		Tuesday (1)

		Tuntutuliak (2)

		turn (6)

		turned (2)

		two (24)

		type (4)

		types (1)



		U

		under (11)

		underground (2)

		understood (1)

		underway (2)

		unemployed (1)

		UNIDENTIFIED (10)

		unit (7)

		United (3)

		unknowns (1)

		unless (1)

		unwelcome (1)

		up (44)

		upper (1)

		upriver (3)

		urge (1)

		URS (8)

		use (11)

		used (10)

		useful (1)

		uses (3)

		using (6)

		utilize (1)
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		Valley (2)

		value (1)

		values (1)

		valve (1)

		various (4)

		Vavrik (1)

		vegetation (5)

		vehicles (2)

		verbal (1)

		Village (12)

		villagers (1)

		villages (6)

		visual (1)

		voice (2)

		volatilize (1)

		volume (2)
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		Wait (1)

		waiting (1)

		wall (1)

		walls (1)

		wants (2)

		waste (7)

		wastewater (1)

		watched (1)

		Water (38)

		waters (6)

		watershed (1)

		way (28)

		ways (6)

		weather (1)

		website (12)

		week (2)

		weeks (1)

		Welcome (2)

		west (4)

		western (2)

		wetland (4)

		wetlands (11)

		What's (9)

		whatnot (1)

		wherever (2)

		White (3)

		whole (4)

		wide (1)

		wildlife (8)

		WILLARD (23)

		WILLIAMS (15)

		WILLIE (3)

		willing (1)

		winds (4)

		wish (2)

		within (10)

		without (6)

		witnessed (2)

		wondering (3)

		word (2)

		words (2)

		work (10)

		worked (1)

		workers (2)

		workforce (5)

		working (6)

		works (1)

		worldwide (1)

		worsen (1)

		wrap (2)

		wrapping (1)

		writing (1)

		written (6)

		wrong (2)



		Y

		year (8)

		years (18)

		Yep (1)

		yesterday (1)

		YK (1)

		YKHC (1)

		young (1)

		Younger (7)

		Yukon (4)

		Yukon-Kuskokwim (1)

		Yup'ik (14)
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		[inaudible] (2)

		[indecipherable] (3)
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Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary

Public within and for the State of Al aska.
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(I'nvocation offered by Joshua C evel and.)

MR. KUHLE: Good afternoon. Wlcone to
t he scoping neeting for the Donlin Gold Project
envi ronnental inpact statenent, comonly referred to as an
EISS MW nane is Don Kuhle with the Arny Corps of
Engi neers, and |I'mthe project manager for the EIS. Also
here today are two people from URS Al aska, which is the
contractor assisting the Corps in preparing the EI'S, and
they are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie. They will be
hel ping me with the presentation today. W also have a
court recorder here with us, Mary Vavrik, who wll prepare
a transcript of the neeting for the record.

Here is the agenda for today. This is to
provide you with an idea of the topics that we will cover.
W will tal k about the purpose of today's neeting and then
the EI'S project mlestones. Then we want to provide a
basi c overview of the project as Donlin CGold has proposed
it. Then we wll sunmmarize a few issues as a way of
Inviting your comments. W encourage you to get invol ved,
and we will tell you how to do that.

Feel free to ask questions as we go along. |If
you do have any questions or coments, please state your
nane clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the

neeting. W also have tine after the presentation for
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questions and statenments that you may wi sh to nake.

We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
m ne project that will require federal and State permts.
In order to conply with the National Environnental Policy
Act, the Corps nust prepare an EIS to anal yze the inpacts
of the proposed project. The Corps is neither a proponent
nor an opponent of the project. It is Donlin Gold's
project. And the EIS wll|l be used to nake permt
deci sions by the Corps and ot her agencies, and the scoping
neetings are the first step in the EI'S process.

Scopi ng neetings can also fulfill public
I nvol vement requirenents regardi ng cultural resources
under the National H storic Preservation Act, and the
Corps will also work closely with any affected tri bes
t hr ough gover nnent -t o- governnent consul tati on

This map gives an orientation to the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokw m Ri ver and
t he Yukon- Kuskokwi mDelta. This is a renote area wth
littl e devel opnent to date and no existing roads to the
region. The map shows that existing transportation and
energy infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in
Sout hcentral Al aska. The proposed m ne would require al
new i nfrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. It

woul d all be subject to permtting before the project
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coul d proceed.

This map gives an idea of the | ogistics and
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
| ogi stics for the mne include fuel and cargo from west
coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
Har bor from ocean-goi ng ships to barges and then again to
river barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would also go to
Bet hel for transfer to river barges.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: You are both
covering each other.

MR, KUHLE: |'msorry?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: He' s
covering you. You're covering him The noise; we cannot
understand you. The translating is overl apping.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Your
translator is covering you, and we can't hear you.

MR. BRELSFORD: So let's try this: |
think the m crophone will be here in just a mnute, but
let's try this. Don, if you speak first and then, John,
If you could translate follow ng, just by a second. Wit
till he finishes one slide and then translate that slide.
And t hen when we get the m crophones, | think we can get
everything going properly. Shall we try that?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: And speak a

[ittl e | ouder.
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MR, KUHLE: Ckay. Should I go through the
begi nning of this slide again? 1'll start at the
begi nning of this slide. This map gives an idea of the
| ogi stics and supply links for the proposed m ne.
Transportation logistics for the mne include fuel and
cargo from west coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be
transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to
barges and then again to river barges in Bethel. Cargo
supplies would al so go to Bethel for transfer to the river
barges. Fuel and supplies would then be barged upriver
and be off-loaded at a new barge | anding in Jungjuk, and a
new pi peline from Cook Inlet would bring in natural gas.

(Transl ated into Yup'ik.)

MR. KUHLE: Now we are going to turn to
the EI'S process, and we will start with why an EIS is
prepared in the first place.

Can people hear ne okay with this?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Your m ke
Isn"t working.

MR. KUHLE: How is that? The sane?

Nat i onal Environnental Policy Act, or NEPA,
requires an EI'S for any maj or federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environnent. In this
case, Donlin Gold has submtted applications for permts

under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
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the Rivers and Harbors Act. |Issuance of these permts
woul d be a major federal action and require an EIS to
eval uate the environnental inpacts of the proposed
project. The EIS, along with other applicable |aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and ot her agencies
to nmake their permt deci sions.

In addition to conmplying with NEPA, the Corps is
also required to conplete a public interest review and an
anal ysi s under section 404(b)(1) of the dean Water Act,
whi ch requires that we select the | east environnentally
damagi ng practicable alternative. And we will incorporate

the informati on necessary for these anal yses into the

EIS --
(Transl ated into Yup'ik.)
MR. KUHLE: This slide shows how many
agencies, tribes and the regional organization wll work

together on the EI'S. Cooperating agencies are sel ected
based on their permtting responsibilities for special
expertise. As | said previously, the EIS wll be used by
the agencies to aid their permtting decisions. It wll
not, however, replace their normal permtting authorities
and processes.

We have two of our cooperating agencies
participating by teleconference today, and I'd like to

invite themto introduce thensel ves and say a few words
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about their agencies in the EIS process. The first one is
Tam Fordamwith EPA. Tam, would you like to say a few
wor ds?
M5. FORDHAM Yes, yeah. [|I'msorry that |

can't be there. |'ve had the opportunity of being in
Qui nhagak before and was with the group when they tried to
make it out a couple of weeks ago. So | apol ogi ze that
I'"mnot there with you today, but I amon the phone.

|"msitting in our Anchorage EPA office, and EPA
is a federal agency, and we are a cooperati ng agency for
the Donlin Gold Project environnmental inpact statenent.
We do not have federal permts to issue for this project.
However, we are a cooperating agency to assist the Arny
Corps of Engineers in developing an EI S that addresses
regul atory requirenments and standards for clean air and
clean water, oil and chem cal spill planning and response,
and the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA

We have oversight responsibilities for State
I ssued air and wastewater permts. And stop ne anytine if
you need to do that. And EPA has a regional mning team
W th special expertise in areas such as air nodeling,
wat er quality and wetl ands, geochemnm stry, environnental
justice, traditional know edge and tribal consultation.
And separate fromour role as a cooperating agency, EPA

has an i ndependent authority to review and comment on
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ot her federal agencies' EIS docunents. Qur witten
comments wll advise the Arny Corps of Engineers on how to
make i nmprovenents to the EIS.

And we | ook forward to hearing from you
regardi ng your concerns about this project. And thank you
for allowng ne to participate by phone today.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Tam . W also

have Jeff Bruno with the State of Al aska on the |i ne. And

"Il give hima few minutes here, as well. Jeff.
MR BRUNO Yes. |I'mJeff Bruno with the
State of Al aska, Departnent of Natural Resources. | also

apol ogi ze for not being there in person. Due to the
reschedule, | had a conflict.

So the State has agreed to be a cooperating
agency. And what that neans is that we will dedicate
staff, resources and expertise to the Corps and URS to
hel p devel op a thorough and conplete EIS. Miinly the
State will be represented by the Departnent of Fish & Gane
and the Departnent of Environnental Conservati on.

But additionally, the Departnent of Health and
Soci al Services is developing a health inpact assessnent,
often referred to as an HHA. This will be included in the
EIS. And what this does is this assesses the inpacts and
anal yzes the inpacts on the human environnment and the

human health of the proposed project. That is a very
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I nportant part, and the Corps has requested that the State
conplete this, so we are underway wth that. And al so
additionally, we are doing that with the hel p of YKHC for
regi onal and | ocal know edge.

Additionally, as you will see later in the
presentation, the State has a lot of permts that wll be
done outside of this process. So as Don said earlier,
this doesn't satisfy the State's requirenents for
permtting. So there will be a large permtting effort
for the State if this project is to nove forward. And
that will happen at a |ater date; but for the tine being,
the State is dedicating |lots of resources to help nake a
conpl ete and thorough EI'S and assi st the Corps and URS.

And again, | apologize for not being there in
person. So thank you for the opportunity to speak on the
phone.

VR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Jeff. Donl i n
Gold Project wll require many federal permts and
consultations, and this slide provides several exanples.
"1l highlight two of these and invite you to read the
rest. Since the project will place fill in wetlands and
other waters of the United States, the Corps will need to
make section 404 permt decisions as to whether to
authorize the fill. And since a portion of the project

pi peline would cross BLM | ands, BLMw || need to eval uate

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

11

a right-of-way application. You can find a nore
conprehensive list of the required permts in the Donlin
Gold permt application on the project website.

MR, BRELSFORD: Don, here is a question.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. W have a question?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Yeah. I think
It would be better if he translates at the sane tine with
when you are speaking. It would be better for us to nore
understand it from yours.

MR. KUHLE: You would like himto --

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Li ke he's
translating right now by the earphones, but if it's
possi ble if you can use the | oudspeaker at the sane tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Have you
wor k together, talk together while you have your
m crophone and he's talking. (Speaking in Yup'ik.)

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: ( Speaking in
Yup'ik.)

MR. BRELSFORD: So, the question from our
friend is whether we can have Don nmake a presentation in
an English slide and then i medi ately after have John
speak on the m crophone, as well as over the radio
ear phones, one followed by the other. Does that -- is
t hat what people would |like to see?

MR, WLLARD CHURCH | think what they are
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trying to get at is they want sinultaneous transl ation.
As Don is presenting, John is translating in sync.

MR, BRELSFORD: Thank you. Let's try that
for a few slides and then check.

MR, WLLARD CHURCH:  What you ran into
earlier was one was over -- |ouder than the other.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Li ke now
since he has the mke, it should be okay.

MR, BRELSFORD: Ckay. Let's try that
again, then. John, I think we will go back to
si mul taneous translation with Don having the | ouder voice
because of the m crophone and then you having the
ear phones.

MR JOHN MARK: Okay.

MR WLLARD CHURCH: Wth that translation
system that you have there, can you adjust the vol une
where the reci pient can hear as John is speaking, but in a
nmuch qui eter voice?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yeah. So each of these on
the top where the green light is, you can turn it up.

MR WLLARD CHURCH: So if John is
speaking quietly while Don is speaking | ouder, maybe it
woul d elimnate the problem And then the fol ks that have
t he headsets can just turn up the volune. Maybe that wl|

wor K.
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MR. BRELSFORD: So | think we are going to
try a few nore slides wth sinultaneous transl ation, and
we will see how this is working.

MR, KUHLE: The Donlin Gold Project wll
require many federal permts and consultations, and this
slide provides several exanples. [I'Ill highlight two of

these and invite you to read the rest. Since the project

will place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
States, the Corps will need to nake section 404 permt
deci sions as to whether to authorize the fill. Since a

portion of the project pipeline wuld cross BLM | ands, BLM
will need to evaluate a right-of-way application. You can
find a nore conprehensive list of required permts in the
Donlin Gold permt application on the project website at
donl i ngol dei s. com

As this slide shows, there are also many pernits
required fromthe State of Al aska. For exanple, over 56
percent of the pipeline would be installed on State | ands,
so the Departnent of Natural Resources woul d eval uate a
ri ght-of-way application. The Departnent of Environnental
Conservati on has several responsibilities for water and
air quality permts. And the Departnent of Fish & Gane
has permtting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.

The Corps wll consult with the State Hi storic

Preservation Oficer to protect cultural and historic
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resources. And again, a nore conprehensive |ist could be
found on the project website. So this overview of permts
shows why the various federal and State agencies are
involved in the EIS. And we will now turn to the

m | estones of an EIS.

Sone of you may be famliar with the steps in
preparing an EIS. The diagramon the right shows siXx
maj or steps that wll be taken from now until Novenber of
2015. A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
Regi ster on Decenber 14, 2012 initiating the EIS. The
scopi ng al so began on that date and conti nues through
March 29th of this year. Scoping involves public neetings
and other nethods to provide information and gat her
comments, and that's why we are here today.

After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
cooperating agencies using information fromthe scoping
process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus
addi tional studies that they deem necessary, to produce
the draft EIS, which is estinmated to be conpl eted by
August of 2014. And I'd like to note that that's just an
estimted date, and the date could possibly shift.

Once the draft EI'S has been conpl eted, there
w Il be an opportunity for public review of the draft, and
that wll occur from August to Novenber 2014. Again,

that's the estimated tine frane. And you wll be able to
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see how your comments fromthe scoping period were
addressed in the draft. And then there will be -- there
wi |l also be another round of public neetings and
opportunities to submt coments on the draft during that
peri od of August through Novenber 2014.

The draft EI'S and the comments received during
the review period wll be used to prepare the final EIS,
which is estimated to be conpl eted by Cctober 2015. And
the final EIS will then be used by the various agencies to
prepare the Records of Decision. Each agency will prepare
its own Record of Decision on whether or not to issue the
permts or under what conditions those permts wll be
I ssued. And the Records of Decision are expected to be
conpl eted by Novenber of 2015.

|'"d like you to note the gold-colored circles in
this slide. They refer to the public invol venment
opportunities. The first one is the scoping period that
we are in right now The second one is the draft EI S
comment review period. Those are the best opportunities
to provide -- for you to provide input and nake sure that
your concerns are heard.

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. And this can be broken into four areas. The

first is to provide informati on about EIS m | estones --
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and we discussed this in the previous slide -- to give you
an idea of the tine frane invol ved.

The second is to share information about the
proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
presentation. Information is also available on the
website and in the newsletters that have been nail ed out
to the households in the region.

The | ast two purposes are identify issues and
concerns to examne in the EIS and section 106 process,
and to identify useful informati on fromcomunities. W
are counting on you to help us with these. W would Ilike
to know what you would like to see addressed in the EI S
and if you have any information that we could use to nake
I nf or med deci si ons.

This is the schedul e for our scoping neetings.
The plan was to start with the vill ages nearest the
project and then nove in the -- nove to the | ower
Kuskokwi m Ri ver and then travel to the Bering Sea coast
and the | ower Yukon and then finish with the m ddl e Yukon
and the upper Kuskokwim There has been some changes
because of problens with weather and getting in to a
coupl e of the communities, so this is the schedul e that
we -- that has evolved, and it's the way we plan to finish
up.

I n January we went to Crooked Creek, Ani ak,
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Bet hel and Anchorage. In February we went to Nunapit chuk,
Aki ak, McGrath. W are in Quinhagak today. W were in
Toksook Bay yesterday and Hooper Bay on Tuesday. |In March
we plan to go to Emmonak, St. Mary's, Holy Cross and

Kongi ganak.

This map i s busy, but the col or schene
represents the nany subregions of the project area and
hel ps show how t he scopi ng pl an was devel oped. For
exanpl e, the orange dots show The Kuskokw m Cor porati on
vill ages which are nearest to the proposed project. And
in this subregion we held neetings in Crooked Creek
because it was the cl osest community to the project, the
mne site itself, and also in Aniak because it's the
subregi onal hub. And for the other subregions our neeting
| ocati ons were chosen because they were subregi onal hubs.

W will now nove on to a summary of the m ning
proj ect prepared by Donlin Gold. And again, this is
Donlin Gold's project. |It's being evaluated by the Corps
and ot her cooperating agencies in order to make permtting
deci si ons.

Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two
| arge international m ning conpanies, Barrick Gold and
NovaGol d. And the Donlin CGold deposit is |located on | ands
owned by two Al aska Native corporations. Calista

Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokw m
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Corporation is the surface owner. As you can see, this is
a very large project. It's expected to produce

approxi mately 1, 000, 000 ounces of gold per year over a
27-and-a-hal f-year life span of the mne, during which it
w || process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in a renpote part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwi mVall ey and down to the YK
Delta. This area is hone to 66 communities that m ght be
affected by the project. For many communities the project
m ght affect |ands and resources that are used for
subsi stence and other livelihood activities. The project
w il face an extensive set of legal requirenents with many
permts required and nmany agenci es i nvol ved.

The diagram at the bottomof this slide shows
the tinmeline fromexploration to closure. Donlin has
wor ked on expl oration and environnmental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submtting their permtting
applications. W are now starting the three-year
permtting period, the first step of which is holding the
scopi ng neetings. At the conclusion of the EI'S process,

t he agencies will decide to issue or deny their permts.
If permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
three to four years of construction and an estinated 27

and a half years of operations.
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And at the conclusion of the active |life of the
mne, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
reclamation. This would include decomm ssioning the mll
facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
treatnent or tailings storage facility and al so the waste
rock storage facilities. The |and would be recontoured,
and native vegetation would be pl ant ed.

We turn now to the nmj or conponents of the

project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.

The pipeline would be buried. It would not be up on
supports like the Trans-Al aska Pipeline. It would be
cold. It would not generate heat. Where it crosses eight

maj or rivers, the pipeline would be install ed bel ow the
riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
shown in the center photo at the top of the slide. For
exanple, this HDD techni que woul d be used to cross the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver and three forks of the George River

The i mage of the bl ock valve on the right-hand
side of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way
woul d not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
subsi stence use areas. The right-of-way woul d be brushed
every ten years to provide continued access for nonitoring
and mai ntenance by Donlin Gold. The construction process
woul d not create a road along the right-of-way. The

design woul d all ow access, but after construction, no
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I nproved access for vehicles and no bridges at water
Crossi ngs.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga on the northwest side of Cook Inlet. Fromthere
it would cross the Al aska Range at Rai ny Pass, run west
along the foothills of the Al aska Range into the Kuskokw m
Ri ver Valley and continue west of the mne site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State | ands, 34 percent BLM | ands, and ten percent Native
corporation |ands.

Note the bl ue segnent near the m ddl e of the
route. This is an alternative pipeline corridor segnment
that would avoid the Dal zell Gorge in the Al aska Range.

It would separate fromthe originally proposed alignnent
at mlepost 105 and rejoin the alignnment at m |l epost 150.
Donlin Gold recently notified the Corps that this
alternative is under consideration and will be exam ned
duri ng geotechnical investigations this com ng sumer.

This slide shows the project conponents at the
mne site. And I'd like to highlight three of these.
Nunber one on the slide is the open pit, which would
eventual |y cover 1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mles |ong,
one mle wide and 1,850 feet deep at the end of the
mne -- towards the end of the mne life.

Nunber two on the slide is the tailings
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I npoundnment, technically referred to as the waste
treatnment facility. And it would cover 2,350 acres, or
about three and a half square mles. Tailings refer to
t he powder-like material that is left after the gold has
been renmoved fromthe mill.

Nunber three is the waste rock facility, which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres, and this is -- the waste
rock is the rock that is renoved to get to the
gol d-bearing ore. These major facilities support the
mll, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
facilities in Bethel for transferring of fuel and cargo to
the river barges. There would be a new barge | andi ng near
Jungj uk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
barged upriver. And from Jungjuk they would be trucked to
the mne site by way of a 30-mle road. There would al so
be a new 5, 000-foot runway constructed near the mne site,
and there would be a 40-mllion-gallon diesel storage
facility at the mne site.

The proposed barge | anding at Jungj uk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back fromthe bank, for a total of 26 acres.
The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on

t he Kuskokwi m River to transport supplies and di esel fuel
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The fuel barges would be doubl e-hul | ed.

The navi gati on season woul d average 110 days per
year. And there would be about three barge tow passings
per day, neaning that if you were standing on the
ri verbank, at any point you could expect to see two goi ng
up and one down or naybe one up and two down, but a total
of three per day going up or down. And each barge tow
woul d have four barges. There would be an average of 64
barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season. Cargo barges
woul d carry 550 tons each, and the fuel barges would carry
173, 000 gal | ons each.

And note that the shipping season, barge tow
frequency, and the nunber of barge | oads would be roughly
t he sane both during construction of the project and
duri ng operations of the project.

Addi tional infrastructure includes a
construction canp of 2,500 beds, which woul d support a
construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. This includes
sone snualler renote canps for pipeline construction, as
well. The permanent canp woul d have 600 beds, and it
woul d support a workforce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees. They
woul d be working shifts, neaning that only about half of
the total workforce would be on site at any given tine.

As | said earlier, the purpose of the scoping

neetings is to identify i ssues and concerns, SO now we
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Wil turn to several slides with exanples of these issues
and concerns.

One major area is water resources. The project
is designed to result in no discharge of m ne-contacted
wat er, but there can still be sonme concerns. Sone
exanples are noted on this slide. Streans and ot her
surface waters woul d be diverted away from and around the
mning activities in order to facilitate mning and to
avoi d contam nati on. G oundwater woul d be consuned as
part of the mning process, and it could affect base flows
of the nearby streans. M ne dewatering to keep water out
of the pit could | ower adjacent groundwater |evels and
again could affect the nearby streans.

And sone of the rock, when exposed to the
el enents, could generate acid or |leach netals. So waste
rock, tailings, and all runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contam nating waters outside the m ne
site.

Air quality is also inportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues. There would be several
sources of em ssions, including a |arge nunber of |arge
m ning vehicles. There would be a 227-negawatt power
plant. And dust created by renoving and processing the
over burden, waste rock and ore would al so produce

em SSi ons.
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Climate change is a growi ng concern and w | |
need to be considered, as |arge anounts of hydrocarbons
will be burned. Mercury will be | ooked at in several
areas. Naturally occurring nercury, or fugitive nmercury,
could be rel eased by exposing it during mning. Mercury
stack em ssions could occur during the mlling process,
and any nercury co-product would require careful storage
and transport. Also, given the |arge anounts of fuel and
hazardous materials invol ved, safe operating procedures
and good response plans will be crucial to preventing
spills. Oher major issues and concerns include wetl ands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
subsi stence and traditional |and use.

The proposed project would affect a total of
16, 300 acres. O this, approximately 10,000 acres are at
the mne site and related infrastructure, and about 6, 000
acres are |located along the pipeline route. These areas
woul d be i npacted by excavation, filling, vegetation
renoval or other disturbances. 6,900 acres of these are
wet | ands. There would be fish and wldlife habitat | oss
or reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16, 300
acres, and there would al so be direct disturbance of
i ndi vi dual ani nal s.

We have already di scussed barge traffic and

noted that there would be a substantial increase, and
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subsi stence and traditional |and uses would al so be
affected by the | oss of |ands due to devel opnent.

Here are sone nore exanpl es of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the comunities,
cultural resources and recreation. There would be a huge
new wor kforce in the area, 3,000 during construction and
1,400 permanently. This could bring new enpl oynent and
I ncome, but also nmany effects on comunity |ife and human
heal th. Historical and archeol ogical sites and
traditional cultural properties that exist in the area

m ght be di sturbed or destroyed. Recreational and visual

25

resources, including the Iditarod trail, m ght be affected

by new structures and m ni ng operations.

To concl ude, we know that the proposed project
and the | and and resources are inportant to you, and we
woul d |'i ke to enphasize that there are several ways to get
involved in the EIS. And you are already doing an
I nportant part by being here today and participating in
t he scoping neeting. You can find nore information and
submt a comrent formthrough our project website,
donl i ngol dei s.com You can contact ne directly. That's
my direct phone nunmber and ny e-mail address on the slide.

For tribal matters you can contact the Corps of
Engi neers tribal |iaison, Armanda Shearer, and her phone

nunber and e-mail address are al so on the slide.
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Amanda and | have had two tel econferences so far
t o di scuss cooperating agency status or
gover nnent -t o- gover nnrent consultation for the project, and
we plan to have nore. Tribal governnents have the
opportunity to enter into governnent-to-governnent
consultation, which is a separate process from cooperating
agency status and the EI'S process.

We woul d now |li ke to hear your questions and
comments. And we will see if there are any questions
first, and then if anybody has any witten or prepared
comments, we will take those.

And here are sone ideas about the types of
comments that are helpful in the scoping process. W are
| ooki ng for issues and questions that need to be anal yzed
in the EIS. W want to identify potential inpacts and
effects on resources. W would |like to hear any ideas you
have on alternatives, and we would |like to find out about
any inportant information available in your comunity. So
we wll go to questions.

MR. MARK MOYLE: Can you go back one
slide, please, so we can get your e-mail address?

MR PETER WLLIAVS: Hello. Peter
Wl lianms from Qui nhagak. Wat's a ton, unit of
measurenment, a ton?

MR, KUHLE: A ton is 2,000 pounds.
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MR. PETER W LLI AMS: How nmany ounces?

MR. KUHLE: How nany ounces? That woul d
be 2,000 pounds, times 16 ounces per pound.

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: Are you good at math?

MR. BRELSFORD: Are you good at math? Can
you do the mat h?

MR. KUHLE: 2,000 tinmes 16 woul d be 32, 000
ounces.

MR, BRELSFORD: 32, 000 ounces.

MR PETER W LLIAVMS: Wat about the Native
perspective on [inaudible].

MR. BRELSFORD: The question was: \Wat
about the Native perspective on the environnental issues
and not just the State perspectives or the federal
per spectives?

MR. PETER WLLIAVMS: It will probably only
get one paragraph like the last tine in the Togi ak
National Wldlife EIS.

MR. BRELSFORD: So his comment was that
the Native perspective mght only get one paragraph |ike
the last tinme in the Togi ak National WIldlife Refuge
docunent .

MR, PETER W LLI AMS: Yeah

MR. BRELSFORD: Ckay. Let's ask Don for a

response.
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MR. KUHLE: | guess we -- you know, we
invite input fromany Native groups or tribes and, in
fact, that's why we have the governnment-to-governnent
consul tation process, which is a separate process fromthe
EIS. So any tribe that has concerns and would like to
make sure that they are adequately represented in the
process can contact us. W also have invited themto
partici pate as cooperating agencies. That's a nuch nore
rigorous -- or requires much nore involvenent. But those
are the two opportunities that tri bes have to be invol ved
to make sure that their concerns are adequately addressed
in the process. So we definitely want to have nuch nore
t han one paragraph in the EI S.

And we have four tribes that are participating
as cooperating agencies. As | said, we had two
t el econferences to di scuss gover nnent -t o- gover nnent
consul tation and being a cooperating agency. So |
encourage you to contact nyself or Amanda Shearer if
you -- you know, to discuss how you can be sure that you
are adequately represented or your concerns are
represented in the EIS.

MR. PETER WLLIAVMS: WIIl that be witten
comments by the | ocal people?

MR. BRELSFORD: The question was whet her

there are witten comments by the | ocal people, if those
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woul d be reflected in the EI'S.

MR. KUHLE: Well, that's the purpose of
t he scoping neeting here today is to invite both verbal
and witten comments. There is a nunber of ways to do
that. And any comments that we receive during the scoping
period, which ends on March 29th -- any comments received
by then will be addressed in the EISin witing, yes.

MS. LUCY SMALL: |'ve got a question on
your under ground pipeline that you just nmentioned. Howis
this going to be affecting the rivers, you know, neani ng
the fish and the wildlife around it? And then, you know,
what happens in a nmjor earthquake or a broken |ine
under ground crossing the rivers?

MR. KUHLE: The nmjor river crossings
woul d be by horizontal directional drilling, which would
be totally beneath the riverbed. So there would not be
any above -- you know, there would be no crossings that
woul d affect fish. The other crossings on the snaller
streans woul d be done in a nunber of different ways, but
they would all require a State habitat permt fromthe
Departnment of Fish & Gane to nake sure that fish were
adequat el y protect ed.

And as far as earthquake, the pipeline would
cross two fault areas, and in those areas it would be

el evat ed aboveground simlar to the Al aska pipeline where
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it would be constructed so that it could, you know, allow
novenment so that it would not be damaged during -- you
know, if there was ground novenents, it could be able to
nmove on its supports so that the pipeline itself would not
be danmaged. Does that answer your question?

MR. BRELSFORD: Don, so maybe to refrane
your questions as scoping comments, | think one question
woul d be to ensure that the pipeline design would avoi d
any spills or to analyze the effects of any spills on the
waters or on the resources. And then the second one on
seismc risk, to | ook carefully at what earthquake risk
m ght be for the pipeline and for other parts of the
m ning project. Those would be scoping questions to be
addressed in the EI S

MR WLLARD CHURCH: M/ nane is Wllard
Church. Maybe this question is for the State guy that's
on the phone. This is in regards to the H A human i npact
assessnent. | know we were pushing for that for years to
try toget it included in the EIS and --

MR KUHLE: | want to make sure that Jeff
can hear you. Jeff, are you able --

MR BRUNO |I'mlistening.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Geat.

MR. BRUNO  Yep.

MR. WLLARD CHURCH  Ckay. Sone of us out
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here in rural Al aska that were involved in the | GAP
program funded under EPA had been -- had an opportunity to
attend a lot of the conferences and training regarding
mning in Alaska. And one of the areas of concern at that
time was nmaking sure that an H A woul d be included in the
El S process, which woul d address the hunman i npact of

m ni ng operati ons on the popul ation working on site and in
the communities that are adjacent to the mning footprint
area. Wen did the State decide to include the HHA in the
El S? That would be ny first question.

MR. BRUNO. Don, can you repeat the
question? | think I caught nost of it, but --

MR. BRELSFORD: So W/l ard described his
background as an | GAP staffer hel ping to urge careful
attention to human inpacts at the mne site or in adjacent
areas. And his first question was when did the State
decide to conduct a health inpact assessnment as part of
this -- as part of this EIS.

MR. BRUNO. The health -- Departnent of
Heal t h and Soci al Services a couple years back pretty much
devel oped what they are calling their H A program and
it's a fairly new program As far as Donlin specifically,
they started collecting data about a year back for their
basel i ne data, naybe even a little further back. It's a

fairly new program but wthin the last two to three years
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the State has really been pushing to include H As in | arge
ElS projects. So it's fairly new, but they have done
several for several |arge projects now

MR. W LLARD CHURCH: Another concern at
the tinme when we were pushing the H As was to nmake sure
that it had some neat on the bones and it wasn't just an
assessnent that would just briefly address the hunan
I npact i ssues that we were concerned about at that time.
|'"d be really curious of what the H A woul d be consisting
of , what categories and what areas that it would be
addressing with human inpacts. And one thing that we had
di scussed during sonme of the processes that | had attended
was whet her or not this would just be applied to staff and
the workforce on site or would it be sonmething that woul d
be overl apping into the adjacent communities that are near
the mning footprint. |1'd |like to get that question
answer ed.

MR. BRUNO As far as the specific
categories that it will cover, | can -- I"'mwth
Department of Natural Resources, but | work closely with
them so | think the Departnment of Health and Soci al
Servi ces can better answer that. But what | can tell you
is they are definitely not just assessing the workers at
the mne site. They are trying to pick any conmunity

that's i npacted and describe the inpacts fromthis
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project, whether it be on the pipeline or along the m ne
site all the way fromthe transportation corridors and how
that could affect those communities, also. It wll be
included in the draft EIS so people will have a chance to
see it and comment on it.

Currently they are at a baseline data collection
stage right now in developing the HHA here in the very
near future once they feel confortable that they have
collected all the available information. But the idea is
to make sure that they assess the inpacts to the
communi ties, not just the workers.

MR, WLLARD CHURCH Ckay. |'ve got a
coupl e here.

MS. FORDHAM Jeff, do you have the
communities that are currently included in the H A? That
m ght be hel pful.

MR BRUNO. | can get that I|ist.

MR, WLLARD CHURCH | have a couple nore
questions here. Yeah. Looking at the project summary,

t he book that was nmail ed out about a nonth or so ago, page
21, managi ng nercury, there has been two concerns that
|'ve had over the years once this project was proposed,
and that was how nercury was going to be nanaged, and al so
cyani de nmanagenent. You know, a third one woul d be ARDS

rock drainage. | haven't found out where the captured
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nmercury is going to be shipped off to. You know, you
identified a federally regulated facility, but to date |
haven't heard where in the U S. it's going to be shipped
to. No one seens to have an answer to that question.
Wiere is the federally regulated facility located? Is it
amlitary facility that nanages nercury, or is it

civilian?

MR KUHLE: All | can say is | don't have
the answer to that at this point. |I'mnot sure if it's
been identified. It would have to conply with al
regul atory requirenments, but beyond that, |I'mnot sure.
Tayl or, do you know if that was included -- | don't

believe that's been included yet in the information
subm tt ed.

MR, BRELSFORD: The purpose of the scoping
neeting is to make note of that question and to see if we
can provide a specific answer by the tine of the draft
EIS --

MR, WLLARD CHURCH: And | think Lucy
brought up sonething that can be also identified as a
concern. You know, with the recent seismc activity

occurring out here in Southwest Alaska with the little

trenmor that occurred six days ago -- | think it was 4.8,
about eight mles from-- toward the sout heast side near
t he Kuskokwi mRiver, | know the facility is designed to be
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able to handle, | believe, 7.8 nagnitude. Are there any
docunented trenors or earthquakes that have gone beyond
t he maxi mum all owed for the mne site?

MR, KUHLE: | guess I'mnot famliar with
the criteria that has been established to, you know,
devel op the -- you know, for engineering the mne, the
tailings dam and other facilities, including the pipeline,
but again, that's -- you know, as Taylor said, this is a
scoping neeting, and that's a good question to bring up.
And the way the process works is we will take the
information that's -- the plans and proposals and the
desi gns that have been submtted by Donlin Gold, they wll
be anal yzed by the URS team and they wll evaluate the

design, determne if any additional information or studies

are necessary, and that will be used to develop the draft
EIS. And there will be an opportunity to comment on that.
But again, | don't have the specific answers to that, but

that's the purpose that we are here.

MR, WLLARD CHURCH  Ckay. One nore.
Being famliar with the | GAP and EPA and sone of the
nmoni toring prograns that have been funded under those
fundi ng sources, | know back when | was involved, we were
enphasi zi ng water quality and air quality nonitoring. You
know, with prevailing wnds and constant w nds out here,

we were concerned at the tinme with prevailing w nds that
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any, you know, dust that would get up into the airstream
woul d eventual |y be dropped, you know, through raindrops
and snow and so forth along that airstream And we wanted
to really focus on naking sure that anyone invol ved woul d
really do a lot of extensive nonitoring of the water and
the air quality because of prevailing winds. And also all
wat er fl ows downstream And, you know, we are part of

t hat .

So | think there needs to be a real strong
enphasi s and focus on ongoing and | ong-term nonitoring of
t hose air and water quality.

MR. KUHLE: That's a good -- good scoping
comments and we will consider that during -- you know, as
the draft is prepared to nake sure that those issues are
adequat el y addressed. Thank you.

MR, BRELSFORD: Don, this m ght be a
nmoment to say when we wap up with the formal comments, we
wel cone the chance to talk a little nore in detail with
people if you have detail ed questions. W can talk a
little bit about the data gap anal ysis and sone of the
background work that's underway now. And | also wanted to
nmention the posters that are along the wall. They have
sone additional information on the mlling process or sone
of the details about infrastructure design and so on. So

have a peek at those afterwards, as well.
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| think we were ready for another question over
her e.

MR MARK MOYLE: M question is primarily
for the subsistence way of life and the water quality and
the air quality issues. Addressing the water quality
first, as you nmentioned in your presentation, the exposure
of the rocks that have been capped for mllions of years,
we are not seeing the cinnabar and the gal ena exposed, so
we are not getting the nercury and the lead into the water
system Most of us fromhere, we hunt and fish, and a | ot
of folks |ike duck and goose.

Two things: One, during the life span of the
mne we are going to have a constant exposure, so the rain
falling in a sem-arid environnent is going to have a | ot
of lead and nercury into the watershed. So any of the
gane birds, they are going to be subsisting off of
veget ati on and bugs and whatnot that are going to be
taking up those heavy netals into their systens. Concern
nunber one.

Concern nunber two, after 27 years, this mne is
goi ng to be shut down and convert the mne cut to a big
| ake. Nunber one, it's going to be a constantly -- it's
constantly going to be |leaching netals into the water
system because of the angles of the cut. N nety degree

angles, there is no sedinent that's going to seal the
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bottom of that |ake up, so it's going to be a constant
hazard. And the $750 recl amati on bond per acre is going
to cover this when Donlin Gold goes away. So that's an
I ssue of concern

The other thing that |'m surprised the project
Is going forward is because the nmetallurgy -- there is a
|l ot of arsenic in this, and you guys happen to use an
autoclave in this systemto drive off these -- to
volatilize this stuff so that you can get a cl eaner
recovery of gold off the process.

And the other question is, you are using cyanide
in the process, and so you have X consunption of cyani de
per ton of ore to take up the base netals first. So
you've got all this netal you don't want. |[|s the
regul ations going to ensure that this stuff that's in
solution is going to be precipitated out and dealt with
i nstead of dunping into a pond or dunped into the aquifer?
That woul d be a question | have.

Those would be the things that | want to make
sure that we address is that the water quality was kept as
cl ean as possible, instead of having the right permts and
say, okay, we're going to raise the bar because you guys
can't neet clean water requirenments.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. | guess I'll say thanks

for those comments. And again, we will be | ooking at the
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information that Donlin has submtted. They have
submtted informati on on how they expect to deal wth

t hose contam nants. You know, for exanple, they have
desi gned the project to have no runoff of any water that

contacts the m ne. | understand there is a | ot of other
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ways, including air em ssions, potential |eaching into the

groundwater. Again, you know, we wll take a | ook.

URS has a | arge team assenbled that w |
eval uate the proposed design as submtted by Donlin. Your
comments are good in that they help us focus on issues
t hat people are particularly concerned with. So if you
have, you know, specific -- you know, any nore specific
details, you know, beyond those that you nade today about
particul ar areas or particularly any particular wildlife
or fish populations that you are concerned about, |
encourage you to provide that information, as well, and
t hat can be | ooked at during the preparation of the draft.

Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: Maybe one thing to nention

Is that the permt applications that Donlin prepared,
i ncluding their environnental managenent practices, those
are available on the EIS project website. The nobst recent
one that was posted was the transportation plan that
I ncludes the details for spill responses at the termnals

or the boats -- the barges. So sonetines there is nore
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information available in the permt applications that
Donlin has provided. And those would be a good -- that's
t he proposed action that the EI'S would be eval uati ng.

MR MARK MOYLE: |'Il submt this stuff to
you in an e-nmail for your input, but what's cone to m nd
Is we have had a lot of mnes around the United States
t hat have -- they have gotten their pot of gold and have
gone away. And with this, this open pit up here, after we
are all done with it, everything goes through and the
agencies do their thing, after it goes away, it's going to
be a problem And you see the pictures and the depiction
of howthis |ake is going to | ook when we are all done
wthit. 1It's still going to be exposed rock after al
this tine.

So I"'mjust wondering if there is a way that the
BLM the Corps of Engi neers, and EPA can say, okay, we
need to make sure that this | ake goes back to a natural
state at sone point. And it's going to cost the operator
noney to change the angle of this open pit so that we can
ensure that it's -- because the only source of stuff to
seal up the bottom of this | ake [indeci pherable] from
water comng intoit. Are we going to nake sure that
sonehow this thing gets capped so that the water quality
in that | ake eventually cleans itself up?

| don't know. | don't know how to explain it
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any further. That's where |I'm going because with all the
m ni ng operations | have been involved in, |I've seen so
much di shonesty with it and how the environnment is just
turned to trash because of the actions. And |I'm concerned
it's going to happen here and it's -- when NovaCGol d goes
away, that it's going to be a problemfor the locals. And
are we going to fix it and nake sure that they fix it
whil e they are m ni ng?

MR. KUHLE: | guess what | heard is that
you are tal king about different alternatives in the design
of the m ne.

MR MARK MOYLE: And | don't know if this
Is a place to discuss that.

MR KUHLE: Well, it would be. And we
will be |Iooking at alternatives. And if you are talking
about the angle of the slopes, that's a comment |'d ask,
you know, that you -- you have already made it. [It's on
the record now And that can be | ooked at as we devel op
alternatives.

As | nentioned in our presentation, the Corps is
required to select the |l east environnental |y damagi ng
practicabl e alternative under section 404(b)(1) of the
Cl ean Water Act, neaning we cannot issue the permt if it
Is not the | east environnental ly damagi ng practicabl e

alternative. So you know, anything -- any ideas that you
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have related to a design -- it sounds |like you are aware
of a nunber of other mne projects. |If you have ideas on
how t hose m nes could have -- sonething could have been
done differently -- it sounds |like you have sone ideas
regarding this mne. 1|, you know, ask that you get them
into the record so that they can be | ooked at in the
draft.

And not only under section 404 of the C ean
Wat er Act, but NEPA, of course, has a process of
devel opi ng and | ooking at the various alternatives. So
that's -- you know, that's what we are |looking to do is to
ensure that this mne is not a project in the future after
it closes. That's one of the things we are hoping to
acconplish. Thank you.

MR. WLLARD CHURCH: | have anot her
question here for the State representative that's on the
phone. M nanme is Wllard Church. 1In regards to
standards, water quality standards and anbient air quality
standards, do you have those established currently for
t hat area?

MR. BRUNO. Was that a question of
basel i ne that's been --

MR, WLLARD CHURCH: | know you have been
doi ng sone water nonitoring up there and air nonitoring.

Is there any work towards establishing those standards for
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that area or using general standards for the State?

MR. BRUNGO | apol ogize. So the question
is, if we are going to -- if standards have been
established for that area as far as air quality, right?

MR WLLARD CHURCH: Air and/or water
qual ity, both.

MR BRUNO Air and water quality. You
know, as far as --

MR. KUHLE: Are you there, Jeff?

(Phone di sconnected.)

MR. KUHLE: Are there any other questions
while we are waiting to get the phones back up?

MR. BRUNO  Sorry about that. Are we back
on?

MR, KUHLE: Just got back on. D d you
hear when we dropped off?

MR BRUNO. No. M and Tami were on, SO
we tal ked, and it sounds |i ke she mght be still be on and
back with us, too.

MR. KUHLE: Are you there?

MR BRUNO. | am This is Jeff. So just
back to that question, you know. | would have to get with
DEC, Departnent of Environnental Conservation, and get
that site specific infornmation. But if there is any

chance you can get the -- who was that that was asking the

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

44

questi on?

MR KUHLE: It was WIllard Church. W
wll get his contact information and put himin touch with
you.

MR. BRUNO. Yeah. And I'll get himthe
site specific information for that and nmake sure |
articulate it correctly. But | need to get with the DEC
air quality people and water quality people and see if
there is any regional site specific criteria in that area.

VR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Jeff.

MR, WLLARD CHURCH: Let ne just foll ow up
wth the reasoning why | posed the few questions. | think
you need baseline standards in order to nake the
determ nati ons whet her or not you will be exceedi ng those
standards or within the standards thenselves. So there
needs to be standards established for water quality and
air quality so that you could know where you are with any
di scharges getting into the atnosphere or into the water

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: Wat's the mercury --
what formis it in, solid or liquid? Are you going to
mne it?

MR. KUHLE: As | understand, there would
be a nunmber of different ways that nercury -- you know,

that we woul d have to nake sure that the mercury was kept
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fromgetting into the environnent. |'mnot sure of the
exact -- whether -- whether liquid or gaseous, however. |
know there is concerns regarding air em ssions and j ust
getting into the water or any nunber of ways. | don't
have the answers to that specifically.

MR, PETER W LLIAMS: [inaudible.]

MR. BRELSFORD: So the | ast question was
whet her mercury would be mned in this project. | think
one thing to say is that nmercury is naturally occurring in
the rock of the central Kuskokwi mregion, so when that
rock is disturbed or exposed, that nercury is exposed and
can be picked up in the water, or if it's turned into
dust, that could be picked up into the air. So those
would be -- it's a source rock, and the environnental
managenment has to capture that mercury. And then after
t hey have captured the nercury in the mll process, they
do have to ship it off site in a secure container.

So when Don talked a little while ago about
nmovi ng the nercury away to a safe place, that's the
nmercury that is captured out of the air or the dust.

MR. JOHN SHARP: Thank you. | will speak
bot h | anguages, Yup'ik and English. First of all, ny nane
is John Sharp, originally born and raised right here in
the Native Village of Quinhagak, and I'"'mstill here, and

so are these other people that are born and raised in this
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vill age. People here in Quinhagak, Goodnews, Pl atinum
Eek, Tuntutuliak, we are the Unit No. 10 within the
Calista Region. | have a question because |'m ki nd of
conf used.

Are you only just tal king about Donlin Creek
operating in Crooked Creek and those surroundi ng
communities there? And ny question is: Are you planning
to nake project research on these mnerals right here in
our area, Unit No. 10 within Calista? Because | have a
| ot of concern with this operation that's going to be
done, if it is done.

Peopl e, our village and the peopl e of Qui nhagak,
Goodnews, Pl atinum Eek and Tuntutuliak, our area has so
many seepages right wthin our nmountains falling into our
river and out to the bay fromthe | akes of these
mountai ns. And ny concern is if these chem cals I|ike
mercury or if it happens to be a project perforned to
conplete a pipeline -- and al ready sone of them nentioned
that if sonething happens and break down, and there is

going to be a | ot of mess because right here in our area

subsi stence issue is a very -- very inportant and nunber
one, first of all. And so if those things happen, those
ki nds of accidents happen -- we all know what happened
In -- in @Qulf of Alaska with this oil spillage several
years ago.
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(Speaking in Yup'ik)

This |land we are standing on and |iving on,
especially the Natives, is our natural resource, our food.
' msure you m ght have sone good equi pnent to work with
wherever you are going to -- oh, yes. | have a question:
Whi ch area exactly are you tal king about to propose this
mning? 1Is this right here within the Unit No. 10 of
Cal i sta Regi on?

MR, KUHLE: | guess I'mnot -- |'m not
famliar with the unit nunbers, but | can tell you where
the mne siteis. |It's located -- the mne itself is
| ocated ten mles north of Crooked Creek off of the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver. The other project features that we are
tal king about is the pipeline from Cook Inlet to the m ne
site to bring in natural gas. So the actual mning for
gol d and, you know, also the things we tal ked about are
| ocated at the mne site, located ten mles north of
Crooked Creek. There wll be a substantial increase in
navi gati on on the Kuskokw mR ver. They wll| be barging
all of their fuel and supplies up the river.

MR, JOHN SHARP: And the reason why | ask
that is because there nay be a m sunderstandi ng because |
was t hinking that this conpany m ght be doi ng sone
research within our region right here in Unit 10.

MR. KUHLE: No. The project as proposed
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to us only includes the mne site at -- ten mles north of
Cr ooked Creek.

MR JOHN SHARP: Ckay. The reason why |
stood up and said this is because so many of us within the
Unit 10 area of Calista is we have so nuch concern with
our lifestyle in this area, and so |I'mhoping -- and sone
of us are hoping that this is not going to be done right
away because we are often, you know, not in favor of
opening up mning in this area because of our subsistence
lifestyle and our Native tradition. So | hope ny concern
I s under st ood, and questi on.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. W have
it -- it's in the record now so, you know, your questions
w |l be addressed in the draft EIS.

MR, JOHN SHARP: Ckay. Thank you.

MS. LUCY SMALL: | have a question on the
bargi ng you had nentioned earlier. Howis this going to
be affecting the fish runs, you know? Fish runs are
getting |lower and |lower as we knowit. | was just
wonderi ng about the anpbunt of your barge runs you were
tal ki ng about, howis this going to be affecting your --
you know, the sal non going upriver?

MR. KUHLE: That's an issue that's been
raised and will be | ooked at. You know, we wll | ook at

t he proposed barging activity and the transportati on pl an
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that's been submtted by Donlin. URS, who is the
contractor preparing the EIS, wll | ook at the studies

t hat have been done and any information that's avail able
regarding fish runs on the Kuskokwi m River. W have
recei ved sone specific comments in sone of our previous
nmeet i ngs, you know, about specific areas and specific
runs, so those wll be specifically addressed in the EIS.

If you have, you know, any information regarding
runs, you know, that you are particularly concerned of,
you know, any fish or habitat or fisheries that you want
to be, you know, sure are not adversely inpacted, |'d ask
you to provide that information during the scoping period
so that those can be | ooked at during this process.

And again, that's the purpose of the scoping
neeting, to gather that type of information so we can
identify the resources that are there, you know, the uses
of those resources that currently exist, and to eval uate
how t hose woul d be affected by the proposed project, and
then to make our permtting deci sions based on that
information. So again, if you have any specific
i nformation, 1'd ask, you know, that you submt that to
us.

M5. GRACE HI LL: | have a question that
l'd like to clarify wth John that it does not only affect

that area; it affects all of us from Pl ati num Goodnews,
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all the way. Not only will it affect Crooked Creek or
wherever that mne is because it wll affect subsistence,
fishing, everything. And | think we need to really, as
t hey say, you know -- how you are sayi ng, you are doing
this and you are doing this the right away. There is
never a right way to do anything until it happens.
And | think when | went to one of the mnes in
Nevada, | went to a bus for, |ike, how nmany hours, and |
sat there and | thought, man, there is not one bird |I've
seen, not one animal, nothing except rocks piled of
m ning. And you know, when you tal k about that and what
you have seen, no vegetation, nothing, it -- it got ne to
thinking, will this be just |ike that over that Donlin
M ne. And you know, when you see it, you think about it.
It affects all of us, all the whole areas with

t heir subsistence way of life, fishing, barges going up.

It still will affect the fish because they are trying to
go up and the barges are rolling up. | nean, anything
good you say wll conme out of it, it wll affect the

Nat i ves' subsi stence way of life, no matter how we | ook at
it. And | think these are concerns of the people al
around the area is the Natives' way of life.

You know, prices are going up, even in the
stores for a piece of chicken. WlIl, we depend on fish,

bi rds, whatever we can get. And the whole idea is that we
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try to work together and find solutions that -- you know,
things wll happen. Look at that oil spill we had. It

affected a lot of animals and killed them all these

t hi ngs.

And when you bring sonebody to the neetings, you
shoul d bring sonebody that wll answer these questions
li ke Wllard had. And then you wll say, well, we wll
ask them Qur people are willing to cone to the neetings,

and definitely you guys should bring people that know the
answers.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. | guess first of all, |
guess, you know, we do agree that the inpacts are not
limted to the mne site, and that's why we are having
t hese scopi ng neetings throughout the various regions is
to, you know, find out, you know, what resources and uses
are there and what the potential inpacts to those are.

"1l junp ahead to your question about bringing
people to the neetings. The purpose of the neetings is
to, you know, find out what the questions are, and then
there is -- you know, it's not a sinple thing that all the
answers are available right now W are going through --
we are goi ng through the process of trying to identify
what the questions are so that they can be | ooked at in
detail .

And we have -- it's going to take a year and a
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half to produce this draft EIS. And during that period,
you know, URS will | ook at the m ne proposal and the
proposed -- the actions that's proposed, and they'l| | ook
at the resources that are there and what the inpacts are
going to be. And that's the process of identifying what
the inmpacts will be. And then we will make our deci sions
based on that. So we are well aware that the potenti al
| npacts extend beyond the m ne.
| hope | answered -- | know | probably didn't

touch on everything you said, but do you have any
followup to that or any questions that | can answer?

M5. GRACE HI LL: | don't think so.

MR. W LLARD CHURCH: | have anot her
questi on.

MR, MARK MOYLE: W have to catch a pl ane
in 15 mnutes, and one of our party has a question for you
guys, if you can --

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Sure. Go ahead. They

need to | eave soon. Maybe we'll take their question
first.

MR BAVILLA MERRITT: |I'mBavilla Merritt
from Goodnews Bay. | don't speak very well in English,
but | can speak a little bit all right. But |I have just a
few questions. Wiat's the difference -- the platinum
mning that's been started in 19 -- early 1930s, platinum
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and gold, and that one up there starts not very | ong ago.
What's the difference between themtwo m nes?

MR. KUHLE: The difference, other than
the --

MR BAVI LLA MERRITT: On the environnent

and all those things.

MR, KUHLE: | guess I'mnot very famliar
wth the platinummne. | guess we are evaluating the
Donlin Mne as it's been proposed to us. |I'msure there

is many differences and many simlarities on both m ning
projects, but they are in very different areas. They are,
you know, different m ning processes. One is for
plati num one is for gold.

MR. MARK MOYLE: | can answer that
question for you. Platinumnmakes a lot of dirty water,
t he Goodnews platinummnmne. It doesn't contani nate the
envi ronnent with chemcals or risk of contam nating the
envi ronnent with chem cal s.

MR. BAVILLA MERRITT: | can speak it in
Yup'i k. (Speaking in Yup'ik.) Like the Donlin Gold, they
have different -- sone mneral to use in mning.
(Speaking in Yup'ik.)

THE TRANSLATOR: Hi's namin question is
that, you know, m nes have to do processes that they go

t hrough, and he's wondering if Donlin Gold is proposing a
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certain type of project -- a certain kind of process, |
nmean, if they are using any chemcals to separate the gold
fromthe ore and so forth.

MR. KUHLE: Yes. They have provi ded sone,
you know -- a |lot of detail so far on the process that
they will be using, and if -- you know, if you have tine,
you could | ook at sone of the posters on the walls, and
t hey give kind of an overview of those processes and give
you a good idea of what they are proposing, you know, the
processes and chem cals that are involved and how t hey
plan to deal with those.

MR. BAVILLA MERRI TT: Yeah. (Speaking in
Yup'i k.) Younger generations, they don't eat very nuch
fromthe |land, just like old people like us -- we are
getting old, right? They are changing. Younger
generations is changing now Mybe half of them make
living fromthe land, half of them nmake living fromthe
English way, Wiite Man people, sonmething |like that.
(Speaking in Yup'ik.) Qur generation, our children and
their children, what they going to do without -- wthout a
j ob, you know? The fishing is good, but not enough for
t hem younger generations. And those other mning up there
is too -- not enough for the younger generation, too.
(Speaking in Yup'ik.)

We are doing the best we can of the things we
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operate, especially our younger generation. Mst of them
Wil be just like white people, not like nme or not |ike
you.

But | just wanted to nention this before | go.
We got not nuch tinme left. Maybe our plane is up there
al ready. Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

THE TRANSLATOR: That was the gist of his
question. His concerns was spoken in English, but the --
his concern mainly is towards the young people, the
younger generation, how they are today. Their eating
habits is that of a western style and not cul tural
Nati ve. And he's concerned that, you know, western style
eating habits cost noney, and he's saying people wll need
to have jobs in the future. And he said that even though
there are for sure sonme unwel conme things happening with
t he m nes, that he woul d support opening even nbre m nes
so that the younger generation would have an opportunity
to have jobs available to themto satisfy their lifestyle.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks. And | believe
t hose issues will be |ooked at in the EIS as far as the
I npacts on subsistence, and there will also be the health
| npact assessnent. So | guess those comments are in the
record now and wll be considered in the draft EIS.

MR WLLARD CHURCH In your EIS, a |ot of
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it has to do with environnental inpacts, and including the
H A, which is nore recent. But, you know, |ike Bavilla
said, there is definitely going to be sone social inpacts,
you know, inpacts to econony, to the lifestyle and way of
life to, you know, a new generation com ng up through the
ranks; they are going to be in need of having, you know,

| ong-term j obs.

And the federal dollars are shrinking. You
know, we get very little fromthe State. There is not
much of an econony. W are |ooking at declining sal non
runs. Qur commercial fishing econony is dropping. There
Is a lot of issues here that we have to think about and
t hi nk about very carefully because there is going to be
I npacts that affect our whole lifestyle and way of life
fromevery aspect and every spectrum when you thi nk about
t hat .

Pretty tough decisions for everybody to take
I nto consi deration here, you know. Everyone has to deci de
for thensel ves, you know, where they stand on the issue
because it is going to have a far-reaching effect.

| wasn't exactly going to talk about that, but I
wanted to ask sone questi ons about the ERP, environnental
response planning that's going to be part of operations
and potentially the EIS process. | know they are going to

devel op ERPs for the m ning operations. You know, |ike I
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said before, you know, water flows downstream and you are
goi ng to be having numerous barges transporting in
doubl e-hul | ed barges, but also in sealed containers. And
t he back-haul is going to include transporting nercury out
of the area.

You know, there is a lot of comunities that are
along the river there and down on the coast. |Is there
goi ng to be any fundi ng becom ng avail abl e or through
Donlin to assist those communities with devel oping their
own ERPs so that they can at | east have sone planning in
pl ace which would assist themw th dealing with any
groundi ng i ssues or hull breaches or any sinking of barges
that could potentially occur along the transport route?

MR, KUHLE: So --

MR, BRELSFORD: So the question on
response plans is very much central to the EIS. There are
sone draft response plans in the transportation plan
submtted by Donlin, and | can show you where to | ook that
up on the website; but those are the ones we are going to
| ook at again. And certainly the point you nake about
| ocal participation in those plans and the response teans,
that's a really good point that we will highlight in the
El S.

MR BILLY TEELUK: Billy Teel uk. ['"m from

Eek. These two guys that kind of asked questions, can |
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ask you when are you going to send the noney to Qui nhagak,
Eek, or Platinumor Goodnews and give the villagers a job,
| i ke maybe five -- five people would clean up the area,

things like that that the village needs? That's all.

Thank you.
MR. KUHLE: So you want to know when --
MR, TEELUK: Well, you got lots of gold.
MR. KUHLE: | need to clarify that, you
know, I"'mw th the Corps of Engineers who is -- we are

doing the EIS. The proposal is for Donlin Gold. They are
the ones with the gold. W are |ooking at potenti al

I npacts of the project. |If there needs to be neasures
taken to, you know, avoid or mnimze or mtigate the
potential inpacts, you know, that's where we wll be

i nvol ved, and we will, you know, make the necessary
requirements to avoid, mnimze and mtigate the inpacts.

MR WLLIE MARK: (Speaking in Yup'ik.) My
nane is Wllie Mark. | |live here in Quinhagak. (Speaking
In Yup'ik.)

THE TRANSLATOR: M. WIllie Mark states
that he was born here, and he witnessed as -- as he was
growi ng up mning operations on the Arolik River, the
so-cal |l ed Kowkow m ni ng operation. | think he nentioned
that they were sinmultaneously operating at -- during that

tinme, but he witnessed the Aroli k R ver would get very
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nmur ky and nuddy, and sal nron and other fish were no | onger
In it since the mnes were in operation. And once they
set down and after a long while, once the water got cl ear
and cleaner, the fish started to cone back. Now we use
the river to do our subsistence activities.

And he wanted to share this infornation and

hopes that it will be of sone use to the study.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank him-- 1 thank
you for the comments, and that's -- you know, we hope to
make sure that there aren't any -- that we can avoid and

m nimze those inpacts to the environment simlar to those
t hat you experienced. Thank you. Any other questions?
MR. HENRY MARK: My nane is Henry Mark
from Qui nhagak. My question is regarding the wetl and
permtting. 16,000 acres is a lot of land to disturb.
What' s the conpensatory nmitigation process? Can you
expl ain what that process involves? NVK had to go through
this conpensatory mtigation for disturbing the seven
acres of land for one of our projects, and the project had
to conpensate nonetarily for disturbing this |Iand area.
So I"'mcurious if Donlin Creek wll propose such a
mtigation process, if it's going to be disturbed, this
16, 000 acres.
MR. KUHLE: Yes. | believe it's -- as far

as -- you are right that it's over 16,000 acres total
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I npact. 6,900 of that is wetlands. And Donlin has, you
know, mapped out those wetlands and submtted the
information to us. W wll take a ook at that to, you
know, check the adequacy of it to, you know, |ook at the
functions and val ues of those wetl ands.

And the process required by our regulations is
first that we avoid the inpact to the wetl ands as nuch as
possi bl e, that those that can't be avoided are m nim zed,
and if they can't be avoided or minimzed, then
conpensatory mtigation is required. There was a new
mtigation rule in 2008 that requires that the first
priority or the first type of mtigation is through a
mtigation bank. And Donlinis -- or I"'msorry. Calista
Is working with the conpany, you know, | ooking at
devel oping a mtigation bank that m ght be used. It's,
you know, in the very early stages of that. That hasn't
been submitted to the Corps yet. But that's one thing
that may be an option to Donlin is to utilize that

mtigation bank.

60

If there is a mtigation bank and the project is

wthinit's -- the service area of that mtigation bank,
then that would -- they would be required to use that

unl ess they denponstrated, you know, why there was a better
opti on.

The second priority or the second preferred
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nmeans of mtigation is through fee-in-lieu, which is the
conservation fund that | believe is the only option in

Al aska that they could use for that. And beyond that, it
woul d be applicant provided conpensatory mtigation. So
it's sonething that they are | ooking at. You know,

it's -- we don't have a mtigation bank that the project
is within the service area of yet, but if one is avail abl e
at the tinme, that would be the first priority. By the
time the -- in order -- by the tinme the draft EIS is
prepared, we should have a |lot nmore information on that.
And in fact, we would have to have -- Donlin will have to
submt to us a mtigation plan that we can reasonably

be -- expect to be available as far as mtigation bank or
what ever ot her neans to be available at the tine the
permts would be issued, if they were to be issued.

MR. HENRY MARK: So for projects, say,
around our community, would the sane processes -- we went
through it once. |If we apply for another project because
nmy area is nostly wetland, would that inpact all the
projects that we request? | don't knowif | said it
right.

MR, KUHLE: Wich area specifically are
you tal ki ng about ?

MR. HENRY MARK: Regardi ng wetl and

permtting, conpensatory mtigation. Say if we were to
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bui | d a subdi vi si on, anot her subdivision; our area is al
wet | ands; woul d we be going through the sane process
agai n?

MR. KUHLE: There are definite regulations
and policies as far as -- and that's pretty nuch what I
tried to explain is, you know, we first, you know, try to
avoid, mnimze and mtigate. And there is a sequence of
preferences for the type of mtigation. And that is the
mtigation bank, fee-in-lieu, and applicant provided.
Does that answer your question?

MR. HENRY MARK: Yes, it does. Thanks.

MR, JOSHUA CLEVELAND: My nane is Joshua
C evel and from Qui nhagak. | have a series of questions.
The first one is | think the people here are m staking you
peopl e as being comng fromDonlin Gold enpl oyees. Pl ease
clarify for us.

MR KUHLE: As | said, I"'mwth the Arny
Corps of Engineers. Donlin Gold has proposed a m ning
project north of Crooked Creek. In order to open a m ne,
they will have to obtain a | arge nunber of federal and
State permts. The Corps of Engi neers has one of the nost
extensive permts through the wetlands and navi gabl e
waters that they will affect. So under section 404 of the
Cl ean Water Act and section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors

Act, they submtted a permt application through the Corps
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of Engi neers.

The Corps of Engineers, as part of eval uating
t hose permit applications, is conducting this
envi ronnental inpact statenent for the -- we are preparing
an environnmental inpact statenent. That's the reason we
are here today is part of the scoping process. Corps of
Engi neers is not going to be opening the mine. The m ne,
If it's permtted, wll be constructed and operated by
Donlin Gold, LLC

MR JOSHUA CLEVELAND: The next one is,
| " massum ng that you are the people that have gotten the
application frombDonlin Creek to start the m ning
operations, is that right? The paperwork applications to
do the mning, are you receiving that paperwork?

MR. KUHLE: The question is, has Donlin
subm tted paperwork to begin?

MR JOSHUA CLEVELAND: Yes.

MR. KUHLE: They have submtted their
permt applications, and that's why we are here i s because
they submtted their paperwork and their applications to
t he Corps of Engineers, and that's what initiated this
process, why we are here today.

MR, JOSHUA CLEVELAND: CQur coast vill ages,
Qui nhagak, Pl ati num Goodnews and Eek, probably have an

| -don't-care-attitude towards the m ne. W have not had
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any village neetings directly addressing that operation
over there. The only tine we hear about this is when
people cone in like this two or three tines so far. O her
than that, very little village neetings are being held for
t hat specific purpose. A lot of us know a little bit
about the mne, and a |lot of us don't know nost of what's
going on in the mne. And that's why | say they have an
| -don't-care-attitude over the mne itself. W have
concerns bei ng brought over the course of those neetings
since, and sonme paperwork is comng to us to informus
about the operations about the planned operation there.

And being at one of the AVCP conventi ons about
two or three years ago, w thout having to have a vill age
nmeeting first, the del egates from each of those villages
endorsed the concept w thout having first cone to the
vill ages and tell us all about why they were endorsing it.
This as a person hurt ne because they did not give us a
chance to manipulate a little bit and | earn nore before
they go in there saying we endorse the planned operati on.
| don't know why they think that.

|"'mlooking at it as a simlar action as the
Native Cains Settlement Act when peopl e are not advi sed
of what's going on through the plan. And in that clains
act, we |learned that we were hurt after the | aw was

passed. M right to | and has been abolished by it and
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hurt over that.

So this is the kind of action that for |ack
of -- village neetings should be nore often towards that
m ni ng operation. W are |earning nowthat we have one
month to say sone kind of a word towards that plan. And
none of us know what the plan is. W can't conmment
w t hout any know edge of the m ne operations.

So | have a friend here. | just |earned he's
from Crooked Creek, and he's got full know edge of that
pl anned operation than | do. And he's the one that's
going to benefit nore fromit because he's a nmenber of The
Kuskokwi m Cor porati on, the surface owner over there.
Cal i sta Corporation has said nothing to us about its
initial authorization to go ahead and | ook around over
t here 15 years ago.

| don't know what the mne is going to benefit
me as a Calista sharehol der because Donlin, | am/ earning,
I's a corporation worldw de, as you said at the begi nning

of your neeting or presentation. They are the ones that

are going to -- they are the ones that are going to take
t he noney away. | do not know what Calista is going to
benefit fromthat. | have no slightest idea what Calista

is going to benefit fromit. The Corps of Engineers is
going to allow that m ning conpany to benefit thensel ves

rat her than the region that needs to be benefit fromthe
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gold m ne.

So those are the questions that are still not
answered through us. The gold mne itself is not going to
cone to ne. It's going to go to that conpany. So are you
goi ng to go ahead and approve a permt that doesn't
necessarily benefit the people that are fromthere? The
only thing | hear is that the operation -- the mne will
operate 27 years or nore with 6,000 enpl oyees annual lvy.
They are the ones that are going to benefit fromthat 27
years.

My grandchild is in -- she's in her very early
20s now. By the tine that project is finished, she's
going to be 50 years old. And | do not know what the
natural -- natural resources are going to be affected by
t hen.

The subsi stence fishernmen in the Kuskokw m
Ri ver, as the people know, are prohibited fromtaking fish
for their personal use. And as you know, that a bunch of
people are being tried for taking the fish now. And they
are going to be tried in April. That's going to probably
worsen as that operation continues. It would be |like the
Yukon River. The -- the runs are declining year after
year now, and so it is in Quinhagak and Pl ati num

Qur ocean out there, the Kuskokw mBay is a

transportation route for all of that sal non going in,
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along with our own. There is [indecipherable] in Goodnews
Bay. |f sonething bad happens up there, [indecipherable]

are going to be affected out there in the ocean trying to
cone in.

"' malso | earning fromthe newspaper clippings
that | have been | ooking at that Yukon Delta Wldlife
Ref uge manager is saying that the sal non that goes out
t hrough the bay spends naybe two years out close to the
shore before it goes out to the ocean to grow. |If that's
a true statenent, that if this salnon is going to be
affected by this operation, that snolt, they call it, is
going to be heavily affected in those two years before it
goes out to the Pacific Ccean to grow.

So those are the concerns that we need to | earn
nmore from W have a tribal council here; we have a city
council; and we have a corporation here that should do
sone village neetings and informus nore, a little bit
nore on those things. One nonth is not a very long tine.
And |I'malso learning that there is another opening in
August of next year, | believe. And so comment peri ods
are not very | ong.

| wi sh our responsible village organi zati on can
get together and educate us a little nore on the whol e
fashion of Donlin Gold, Donlin Gold s operations.

Thank you.
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MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. | guess the
overriding concern | heard there is that you haven't had
enough opportunity to hear and | earn about the project in
order to express your concerns about this project that's
goi ng to have a |l arge potential inpact on the area, and
the benefits of that project may be limted to others --
to a very limted nunber of people or groups. So |
guess -- first of all, you know, the scoping neeting,
again, is why we are here trying to provide you with the
basic i nformati on of the project, trying to hear your
concerns. It sounds |like you feel you need nore
Information in order to nmake those concerns known to us.

So | guess probably, you know, the best thing is
totry to get it -- you know, get your comrents and
i nformation together to us by the end of the scoping
neeting -- | nmean -- sorry -- the scoping period on Mrch
29th. If you feel you need other neans to get information
to you, you can al so, you know, request
gover nnent -t o- gover nnment consultation. And we could
di scuss with you how we could, you know, maybe find a
better way to get information to you. You know, if you
wanted to do that, you could contact ne or Amanda Shearer,
who is our tribal liaison, and we will try to, you know,
figure out a way that you can be adequately represented

and get your comments in to us.
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If there is sone neasure or neans that we can
take to get the information to you -- you know, we won't
need to nove forward with the EI S process, so -- again,
March 29th is the end of the scoping period, but if you
want to, you know, contact us on a
gover nnent -t o- gover nnment basis, we would be glad to do
that and di scuss with you -- you know, explain in nore
detail the EIS process and figure out a way to, you know,
get your concerns addressed, even if you can't get themto
us by March 29t h.

MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND: Thank you. The
next --

MR. BRUNO. Don, | need to hang up and go
to anot her neeting, but can you just make sure that you
give ny information to anybody that needs it? And I'l]l
get back with WIllard on sone of those -- and can you get
me his contact information?

MR, KUHLE: Ckay. Fine, Jeff. 1'll do
that. I1'll go ahead -- if anybody would Iike to get sone
nore information fromthe State, Jeff Bruno, he's going to
have to | eave the line now, but contact -- get in touch
wth ne after the nmeeting and I'Il get you his contact
I nf or mati on.

MR. BRUNO. And just real quick, if

sonebody can take down ny nunber to give them-- | didn't
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| eave you with any cards. It's (907) 269-7476. And |
apol ogi ze.

MR KUHLE: Thanks, Jeff.

M5. JACKI CLEVELAND: What's his | ast
name?

MR, KUHLE: It's Bruno, B-RUNO And
his nunmber, if anybody wants to contact himdirectly, is
(907) 269-7476.

MR JOSHUA CLEVELAND: | would like to
make a | ast comment, that human inpact is not nuch heard
of in this project. And information is brought forth.
Once the mne begins to operate, there is going to be a
| ot of people working up there, as we |learned. The | aws
are not witten to control the human inpact. W have no
|l aws to control that. | don't know. Maybe |I'msaying it
wong. | don't know. But for those of us that have
wat ched the hunan reactions over tine, anytime nost of us
see noney, we want to spend it the wong way. Thus, we
have no control over that. There is no -- there won't be
any | aws over that potential problem

So what will be the human inpacts of that
enpl oynent around our region? A lot of us are saying now
that, you know, there are a | ot of people, as we know,
that are unenpl oyed, and famlies are hurting, especially

trying to live a White Man way of |ife. W are trying to
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transition to your way of |ife and going away fromthe way
we have been living in the past. So that's still our
concern because nost villages have | ess than 50 percent
enpl oynent in their village. Wy |less than that.

And a |l ot of us are dependent on our
grandchi |l dren now for taking subsistence resources from
out there. W are thankful for that, how they have been
treating us of the things that we used to eat. W do not
know that the acid will have effect in places as
Qui nhagak, so far away fromthe mning site. | do not
know if acid has a capacity to float over the air and
I npact our village here. | don't know if the nercury does
t hat .

Those are a | ot of unknowns that we are not
know edgeabl e of, even though they are nentioned in
your -- in Donlin's statenents. W do not know what those
I npacts are going to affect our resources out there. So
tinme is runni ng out.

Li ke I said, you know, AVCP has endorsed that
operation wthout even telling us why they did that.

Thank you.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks for your
comments. And you know, one thing you nentioned was the
human i nmpacts, and that is what Jeff Bruno who just signed

off here is -- you know, the State is going to be
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preparing an extensive health inpact assessnent that wll
| ook at all those -- a |lot of those inpacts that you are
tal king about. So that will be | ooked at in detail. And
that's, again, the purpose of an EIS is to | ook at what
t hose i npacts are and see how we can avoid them So thank
you.
And again, also I'll nention, too, you said
you -- a lot of information -- | should have nenti oned
again the website. W are trying to put as nuch
i nformation on the website as possible, not just in
techni cal docunents, but in a way -- you know, to
summarize it in a way that the average person can
understand. So | encourage you, you know, if you have
I nternet access, to go to the website at donlingol deis and
take a ook at all the information there. And if you
need -- again, if you need additional information or feel
| i ke you haven't had a chance to, you know, get your --
you find enough infornmation about it and get -- have a
chance to get those coments to us, you know, contact
ei t her Amanda Shearer or nyself. Thank you.
Do we have any ot her questions?

MR PETER WLLIAMS: Are you recording or
t aki ng notes of this neeting?

MR. KUHLE: Yes. W have a court recorder

here. She's taking down every word that's being said, and
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it will be part of the record.

MR. PETER WLLIAMS: [I'lI|l be glad to read
it in the E S

MR. KUHLE: Yes. The transcripts wll
eventually be on the website. There will be a summary.
Tayl or, how soon are the sunmari es bei ng put out?

MR, BRELSFORD: About a week.

MR. KUHLE: About a week fromtoday there
shoul d be a summary of today's neeting. And eventually
the final transcripts will be available, as well. Any --
does that answer your question?

MR PETER W LLIAMS: Yes. WII| the access

road to the m ne be gravel ?

MR, KUHLE: | expect that it will. [I'm
not -- you know, | don't know the final design of it, but
| imagine it will be a gravel road, and it will probably

be limted to access for m ning purposes.
MR. PETER W LLI AMS: That woul d be
included in the EIS request, to nake it a paved road.
MR. KUHLE: You would like it to be a
paved road; is that what you are sayi ng?
MR PETER W LLI AMS: Paved road, yes.
MR. BRELSFORD: An alternative to be
consi der ed.

MR. KUHLE: Yes, that would be an
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alternative that could be considered as part of the EI S
pr ocess.

MR. BRELSFORD: Don, we are going to need
to wap up. Okay. W are running out of tine. W have a
charter plane that we are going to have to catch. Do we
have time for one |ast question? W wll take one | ast
questi on.

MS. JACKI E CLEVELAND: So after Mark
Moyl e' s statenent about the wetland birds getting affected
by the nmercury, |ead and arsenic, that's one way | could
see hunman i npact here spreadi ng because, | nean, |I'mnot a
bird expert, but we all know that they mgrate this way
fromsouth. And if they were to be exposed to the
nmercury, |lead, arsenic and those -- and in the bodi es of
wat er near the project, that could be one way it coul d get
to us under human inpact. And are there going to be
studi es on that?

And anot her question is: |Is it true that if or

when the project is finished, is it going to be the
| ar gest open pit mne in the nation?

MR. KUHLE: Regarding the birds and
wi ldlife being exposed to nercury, yes, that wll be
| ooked at, you know, the potential for that to occur and
how t hat can be avoided. | guess the mgration patterns

and that, that's a good comment that, you know, now t hat
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you have made that conmment, we can certainly be sure that
It's addressed in the EIS.

And as far as the size of the mne, it's -- |
don't believe it would be the |argest, but it probably
woul d be one of the largest mnes in the nation, yes.
Thank you.

Ckay. | think we are going to have to finish
here. W will be here wapping up and cleaning up for a
little bit, so if anybody has any specific questions, we
wi |l be avail able to answer your questions. |f anybody
wants Jeff Bruno's contact information, or EPA's office is
onthe line, if they would |like their contact information,
pl ease see ne. And again, there is lots of information on
the website at donlingoldeis.com And feel free to
contact ne either by phone or by e-mail. Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: And | think we would Iike
to thank everybody for making the effort to conme this
afternoon. W would very nuch like to thank John Mark for
his translating and for all of the fol ks who put the
facility together for us. | think it was a really hel pfu
neeting. W had a lot to learn fromthe coments. So
t hank you, and we will cone see you again soon.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 4:00 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
nmny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2               (Invocation offered by Joshua Cleveland.)



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to 



            4    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 



            5    environmental impact statement, commonly referred to as an 



            6    EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of 



            7    Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also 



            8    here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the 



            9    contractor assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS, and 



           10    they are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  They will be 



           11    helping me with the presentation today.  We also have a 



           12    court recorder here with us, Mary Vavrik, who will prepare 



           13    a transcript of the meeting for the record.  



           14              Here is the agenda for today.  This is to 



           15    provide you with an idea of the topics that we will cover.  



           16    We will talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then 



           17    the EIS project milestones.  Then we want to provide a 



           18    basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed 



           19    it.  Then we will summarize a few issues as a way of 



           20    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved, 



           21    and we will tell you how to do that.  



           22              Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If 



           23    you do have any questions or comments, please state your 



           24    name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the 



           25    meeting.  We also have time after the presentation for 
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            1    questions and statements that you may wish to make.  



            2              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a 



            3    mine project that will require federal and State permits.  



            4    In order to comply with the National Environmental Policy 



            5    Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the impacts 



            6    of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a proponent 



            7    nor an opponent of the project.  It is Donlin Gold's 



            8    project.  And the EIS will be used to make permit 



            9    decisions by the Corps and other agencies, and the scoping 



           10    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.  



           11              Scoping meetings can also fulfill public 



           12    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources 



           13    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the 



           14    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes 



           15    through government-to-government consultation.  



           16              This map gives an orientation to the project 



           17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



           18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and 



           19    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area with 



           20    little development to date and no existing roads to the 



           21    region.  The map shows that existing transportation and 



           22    energy infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in 



           23    Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all 



           24    new infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It 



           25    would all be subject to permitting before the project 
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            1    could proceed.  



            2              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



            3    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



            4    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west 



            5    coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch 



            6    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then again to 



            7    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to 



            8    Bethel for transfer to river barges.  



            9                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  You are both 



           10    covering each other.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry?  



           12                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  He's 



           13    covering you.  You're covering him.  The noise; we cannot 



           14    understand you.  The translating is overlapping.  



           15                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Your 



           16    translator is covering you, and we can't hear you.  



           17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let's try this:  I 



           18    think the microphone will be here in just a minute, but 



           19    let's try this.  Don, if you speak first and then, John, 



           20    if you could translate following, just by a second.  Wait 



           21    till he finishes one slide and then translate that slide.  



           22    And then when we get the microphones, I think we can get 



           23    everything going properly.  Shall we try that?  



           24                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  And speak a 



           25    little louder.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Should I go through the 



            2    beginning of this slide again?  I'll start at the 



            3    beginning of this slide.  This map gives an idea of the 



            4    logistics and supply links for the proposed mine.  



            5    Transportation logistics for the mine include fuel and 



            6    cargo from west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be 



            7    transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to 



            8    barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo 



            9    supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river 



           10    barges.  Fuel and supplies would then be barged upriver 



           11    and be off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk, and a 



           12    new pipeline from Cook Inlet would bring in natural gas.  



           13               (Translated into Yup'ik.)



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  Now we are going to turn to 



           15    the EIS process, and we will start with why an EIS is 



           16    prepared in the first place.  



           17              Can people hear me okay with this?  



           18                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Your mike 



           19    isn't working.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  How is that?  The same?  



           21              National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 



           22    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



           23    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this 



           24    case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits 



           25    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of 
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            1    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits 



            2    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to 



            3    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed 



            4    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



            5    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies 



            6    to make their permit decisions.  



            7              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is 



            8    also required to complete a public interest review and an 



            9    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, 



           10    which requires that we select the least environmentally 



           11    damaging practicable alternative.  And we will incorporate 



           12    the information necessary for these analyses into the 



           13    EIS --



           14               (Translated into Yup'ik.)



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  This slide shows how many 



           16    agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work 



           17    together on the EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected 



           18    based on their permitting responsibilities for special 



           19    expertise.  As I said previously, the EIS will be used by 



           20    the agencies to aid their permitting decisions.  It will 



           21    not, however, replace their normal permitting authorities 



           22    and processes.  



           23              We have two of our cooperating agencies 



           24    participating by teleconference today, and I'd like to 



           25    invite them to introduce themselves and say a few words 
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            1    about their agencies in the EIS process.  The first one is 



            2    Tami Fordam with EPA.  Tami, would you like to say a few 



            3    words?  



            4                    MS. FORDHAM:  Yes, yeah.  I'm sorry that I 



            5    can't be there.  I've had the opportunity of being in 



            6    Quinhagak before and was with the group when they tried to 



            7    make it out a couple of weeks ago.  So I apologize that 



            8    I'm not there with you today, but I am on the phone.  



            9              I'm sitting in our Anchorage EPA office, and EPA 



           10    is a federal agency, and we are a cooperating agency for 



           11    the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact statement.  



           12    We do not have federal permits to issue for this project.  



           13    However, we are a cooperating agency to assist the Army 



           14    Corps of Engineers in developing an EIS that addresses 



           15    regulatory requirements and standards for clean air and 



           16    clean water, oil and chemical spill planning and response, 



           17    and the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.  



           18              We have oversight responsibilities for State 



           19    issued air and wastewater permits.  And stop me anytime if 



           20    you need to do that.  And EPA has a regional mining team 



           21    with special expertise in areas such as air modeling, 



           22    water quality and wetlands, geochemistry, environmental 



           23    justice, traditional knowledge and tribal consultation.  



           24    And separate from our role as a cooperating agency, EPA 



           25    has an independent authority to review and comment on 
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            1    other federal agencies' EIS documents.  Our written 



            2    comments will advise the Army Corps of Engineers on how to 



            3    make improvements to the EIS.  



            4              And we look forward to hearing from you 



            5    regarding your concerns about this project.  And thank you 



            6    for allowing me to participate by phone today.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Tami.  We also 



            8    have Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska on the line.  And 



            9    I'll give him a few minutes here, as well.  Jeff.  



           10                    MR. BRUNO:  Yes.  I'm Jeff Bruno with the 



           11    State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources.  I also 



           12    apologize for not being there in person.  Due to the 



           13    reschedule, I had a conflict.  



           14              So the State has agreed to be a cooperating 



           15    agency.  And what that means is that we will dedicate 



           16    staff, resources and expertise to the Corps and URS to 



           17    help develop a thorough and complete EIS.  Mainly the 



           18    State will be represented by the Department of Fish & Game 



           19    and the Department of Environmental Conservation.  



           20              But additionally, the Department of Health and 



           21    Social Services is developing a health impact assessment, 



           22    often referred to as an HIA.  This will be included in the 



           23    EIS.  And what this does is this assesses the impacts and 



           24    analyzes the impacts on the human environment and the 



           25    human health of the proposed project.  That is a very 
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            1    important part, and the Corps has requested that the State 



            2    complete this, so we are underway with that.  And also 



            3    additionally, we are doing that with the help of YKHC for 



            4    regional and local knowledge.  



            5              Additionally, as you will see later in the 



            6    presentation, the State has a lot of permits that will be 



            7    done outside of this process.  So as Don said earlier, 



            8    this doesn't satisfy the State's requirements for 



            9    permitting.  So there will be a large permitting effort 



           10    for the State if this project is to move forward.  And 



           11    that will happen at a later date; but for the time being, 



           12    the State is dedicating lots of resources to help make a 



           13    complete and thorough EIS and assist the Corps and URS.  



           14              And again, I apologize for not being there in 



           15    person.  So thank you for the opportunity to speak on the 



           16    phone.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff.  Donlin 



           18    Gold Project will require many federal permits and 



           19    consultations, and this slide provides several examples.  



           20    I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the 



           21    rest.  Since the project will place fill in wetlands and 



           22    other waters of the United States, the Corps will need to 



           23    make section 404 permit decisions as to whether to 



           24    authorize the fill.  And since a portion of the project 



           25    pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate 
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            1    a right-of-way application.  You can find a more 



            2    comprehensive list of the required permits in the Donlin 



            3    Gold permit application on the project website.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, here is a question.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We have a question?  



            6                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Yeah.  I think 



            7    it would be better if he translates at the same time with 



            8    when you are speaking.  It would be better for us to more 



            9    understand it from yours.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  You would like him to -- 



           11                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Like he's 



           12    translating right now by the earphones, but if it's 



           13    possible if you can use the loudspeaker at the same time.  



           14                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Have you 



           15    work together, talk together while you have your 



           16    microphone and he's talking.  (Speaking in Yup'ik.)



           17                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  (Speaking in 



           18    Yup'ik.)



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So, the question from our 



           20    friend is whether we can have Don make a presentation in 



           21    an English slide and then immediately after have John 



           22    speak on the microphone, as well as over the radio 



           23    earphones, one followed by the other.  Does that -- is 



           24    that what people would like to see?



           25                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I think what they are 
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            1    trying to get at is they want simultaneous translation.  



            2    As Don is presenting, John is translating in sync.  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.  Let's try that 



            4    for a few slides and then check.



            5                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  What you ran into 



            6    earlier was one was over -- louder than the other.  



            7                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Like now 



            8    since he has the mike, it should be okay.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Okay.  Let's try that 



           10    again, then.  John, I think we will go back to 



           11    simultaneous translation with Don having the louder voice 



           12    because of the microphone and then you having the 



           13    earphones.



           14                    MR. JOHN MARK:  Okay.



           15                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  With that translation 



           16    system that you have there, can you adjust the volume 



           17    where the recipient can hear as John is speaking, but in a 



           18    much quieter voice?  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yeah.  So each of these on 



           20    the top where the green light is, you can turn it up.  



           21                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  So if John is 



           22    speaking quietly while Don is speaking louder, maybe it 



           23    would eliminate the problem.  And then the folks that have 



           24    the headsets can just turn up the volume.  Maybe that will 



           25    work. 
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think we are going to 



            2    try a few more slides with simultaneous translation, and 



            3    we will see how this is working.  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  The Donlin Gold Project will 



            5    require many federal permits and consultations, and this 



            6    slide provides several examples.  I'll highlight two of 



            7    these and invite you to read the rest.  Since the project 



            8    will place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United 



            9    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit 



           10    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill.  Since a 



           11    portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM 



           12    will need to evaluate a right-of-way application.  You can 



           13    find a more comprehensive list of required permits in the 



           14    Donlin Gold permit application on the project website at 



           15    donlingoldeis.com.  



           16              As this slide shows, there are also many permits 



           17    required from the State of Alaska.  For example, over 56 



           18    percent of the pipeline would be installed on State lands, 



           19    so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a 



           20    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental 



           21    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and 



           22    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game 



           23    has permitting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.  



           24              The Corps will consult with the State Historic 



           25    Preservation Officer to protect cultural and historic 
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            1    resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list could be 



            2    found on the project website.  So this overview of permits 



            3    shows why the various federal and State agencies are 



            4    involved in the EIS.  And we will now turn to the 



            5    milestones of an EIS.  



            6              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in 



            7    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six 



            8    major steps that will be taken from now until November of 



            9    2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal 



           10    Register on December 14, 2012 initiating the EIS.  The 



           11    scoping also began on that date and continues through 



           12    March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public meetings 



           13    and other methods to provide information and gather 



           14    comments, and that's why we are here today.  



           15              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and 



           16    cooperating agencies using information from the scoping 



           17    process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus 



           18    additional studies that they deem necessary, to produce 



           19    the draft EIS, which is estimated to be completed by 



           20    August of 2014.  And I'd like to note that that's just an 



           21    estimated date, and the date could possibly shift.  



           22              Once the draft EIS has been completed, there 



           23    will be an opportunity for public review of the draft, and 



           24    that will occur from August to November 2014.  Again, 



           25    that's the estimated time frame.  And you will be able to 
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            1    see how your comments from the scoping period were 



            2    addressed in the draft.  And then there will be -- there 



            3    will also be another round of public meetings and 



            4    opportunities to submit comments on the draft during that 



            5    period of August through November 2014.  



            6              The draft EIS and the comments received during 



            7    the review period will be used to prepare the final EIS, 



            8    which is estimated to be completed by October 2015.  And 



            9    the final EIS will then be used by the various agencies to 



           10    prepare the Records of Decision.  Each agency will prepare 



           11    its own Record of Decision on whether or not to issue the 



           12    permits or under what conditions those permits will be 



           13    issued.  And the Records of Decision are expected to be 



           14    completed by November of 2015.  



           15              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles in 



           16    this slide.  They refer to the public involvement 



           17    opportunities.  The first one is the scoping period that 



           18    we are in right now.  The second one is the draft EIS 



           19    comment review period.  Those are the best opportunities 



           20    to provide -- for you to provide input and make sure that 



           21    your concerns are heard.  



           22              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           23    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



           24    region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The 



           25    first is to provide information about EIS milestones -- 
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            1    and we discussed this in the previous slide -- to give you 



            2    an idea of the time frame involved.  



            3              The second is to share information about the 



            4    proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our 



            5    presentation.  Information is also available on the 



            6    website and in the newsletters that have been mailed out 



            7    to the households in the region.  



            8              The last two purposes are identify issues and 



            9    concerns to examine in the EIS and section 106 process, 



           10    and to identify useful information from communities.  We 



           11    are counting on you to help us with these.  We would like 



           12    to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS 



           13    and if you have any information that we could use to make 



           14    informed decisions.  



           15              This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.  



           16    The plan was to start with the villages nearest the 



           17    project and then move in the -- move to the lower 



           18    Kuskokwim River and then travel to the Bering Sea coast 



           19    and the lower Yukon and then finish with the middle Yukon 



           20    and the upper Kuskokwim.  There has been some changes 



           21    because of problems with weather and getting in to a 



           22    couple of the communities, so this is the schedule that 



           23    we -- that has evolved, and it's the way we plan to finish 



           24    up.  



           25              In January we went to Crooked Creek, Aniak, 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        17







            1    Bethel and Anchorage.  In February we went to Nunapitchuk, 



            2    Akiak, McGrath.  We are in Quinhagak today.  We were in 



            3    Toksook Bay yesterday and Hooper Bay on Tuesday.  In March 



            4    we plan to go to Emmonak, St. Mary's, Holy Cross and 



            5    Kongiganak.  



            6              This map is busy, but the color scheme 



            7    represents the many subregions of the project area and 



            8    helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For 



            9    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



           10    villages which are nearest to the proposed project.  And 



           11    in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek 



           12    because it was the closest community to the project, the 



           13    mine site itself, and also in Aniak because it's the 



           14    subregional hub.  And for the other subregions our meeting 



           15    locations were chosen because they were subregional hubs.  



           16              We will now move on to a summary of the mining 



           17    project prepared by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is 



           18    Donlin Gold's project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps 



           19    and other cooperating agencies in order to make permitting 



           20    decisions.  



           21              Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two 



           22    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and 



           23    NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands 



           24    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista 



           25    Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim 
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            1    Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, this is 



            2    a very large project.  It's expected to produce 



            3    approximately 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a 



            4    27-and-a-half-year life span of the mine, during which it 



            5    will process 59,000 tons of ore per day.  



            6              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would 



            7    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



            8    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK 



            9    Delta.  This area is home to 66 communities that might be 



           10    affected by the project.  For many communities the project 



           11    might affect lands and resources that are used for 



           12    subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The project 



           13    will face an extensive set of legal requirements with many 



           14    permits required and many agencies involved.  



           15              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 



           16    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has 



           17    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 



           18    for 16 years prior to submitting their permitting 



           19    applications.  We are now starting the three-year 



           20    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the 



           21    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process, 



           22    the agencies will decide to issue or deny their permits.  



           23    If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with 



           24    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27 



           25    and a half years of operations.  
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            1              And at the conclusion of the active life of the 



            2    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and 



            3    reclamation.  This would include decommissioning the mill 



            4    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste 



            5    treatment or tailings storage facility and also the waste 



            6    rock storage facilities.  The land would be recontoured, 



            7    and native vegetation would be planted.  



            8              We turn now to the major components of the 



            9    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.  



           10    The pipeline would be buried.  It would not be up on 



           11    supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  It would be 



           12    cold.  It would not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight 



           13    major rivers, the pipeline would be installed below the 



           14    riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as 



           15    shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  For 



           16    example, this HDD technique would be used to cross the 



           17    Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.  



           18              The image of the block valve on the right-hand 



           19    side of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way 



           20    would not be fenced off, so it would not block access to 



           21    subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed 



           22    every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring 



           23    and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process 



           24    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The 



           25    design would allow access, but after construction, no 
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            1    improved access for vehicles and no bridges at water 



            2    crossings.  



            3              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



            4    at Beluga on the northwest side of Cook Inlet.  From there 



            5    it would cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west 



            6    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim 



            7    River Valley and continue west of the mine site near 



            8    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent 



            9    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native 



           10    corporation lands.  



           11              Note the blue segment near the middle of the 



           12    route.  This is an alternative pipeline corridor segment 



           13    that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  



           14    It would separate from the originally proposed alignment 



           15    at milepost 105 and rejoin the alignment at milepost 150.  



           16    Donlin Gold recently notified the Corps that this 



           17    alternative is under consideration and will be examined 



           18    during geotechnical investigations this coming summer.  



           19              This slide shows the project components at the 



           20    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.  



           21    Number one on the slide is the open pit, which would 



           22    eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, 



           23    one mile wide and 1,850 feet deep at the end of the 



           24    mine -- towards the end of the mine life.  



           25              Number two on the slide is the tailings 
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            1    impoundment, technically referred to as the waste 



            2    treatment facility.  And it would cover 2,350 acres, or 



            3    about three and a half square miles.  Tailings refer to 



            4    the powder-like material that is left after the gold has 



            5    been removed from the mill.  



            6              Number three is the waste rock facility, which 



            7    would cover about 2,300 acres, and this is -- the waste 



            8    rock is the rock that is removed to get to the 



            9    gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the 



           10    mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.  



           11              This is an overview of the major transportation 



           12    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port 



           13    facilities in Bethel for transferring of fuel and cargo to 



           14    the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near 



           15    Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were 



           16    barged upriver.  And from Jungjuk they would be trucked to 



           17    the mine site by way of a 30-mile road.  There would also 



           18    be a new 5,000-foot runway constructed near the mine site, 



           19    and there would be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage 



           20    facility at the mine site.  



           21              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



           22    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



           23    1,500 feet back from the bank, for a total of 26 acres.  



           24    The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on 



           25    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  
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            1    The fuel barges would be double-hulled.  



            2              The navigation season would average 110 days per 



            3    year.  And there would be about three barge tow passings 



            4    per day, meaning that if you were standing on the 



            5    riverbank, at any point you could expect to see two going 



            6    up and one down or maybe one up and two down, but a total 



            7    of three per day going up or down.  And each barge tow 



            8    would have four barges.  There would be an average of 64 



            9    barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges 



           10    would carry 550 tons each, and the fuel barges would carry 



           11    173,000 gallons each.  



           12              And note that the shipping season, barge tow 



           13    frequency, and the number of barge loads would be roughly 



           14    the same both during construction of the project and 



           15    during operations of the project.  



           16              Additional infrastructure includes a 



           17    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 



           18    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes 



           19    some smaller remote camps for pipeline construction, as 



           20    well.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds, and it 



           21    would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees.  They 



           22    would be working shifts, meaning that only about half of 



           23    the total workforce would be on site at any given time.  



           24              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping 



           25    meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we 
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            1    will turn to several slides with examples of these issues 



            2    and concerns.  



            3              One major area is water resources.  The project 



            4    is designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted 



            5    water, but there can still be some concerns.  Some 



            6    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other 



            7    surface waters would be diverted away from and around the 



            8    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to 



            9    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as 



           10    part of the mining process, and it could affect base flows 



           11    of the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out 



           12    of the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and 



           13    again could affect the nearby streams.  



           14              And some of the rock, when exposed to the 



           15    elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste 



           16    rock, tailings, and all runoff would have to be carefully 



           17    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine 



           18    site.  



           19              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



           20    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several 



           21    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



           22    mining vehicles.  There would be a 227-megawatt power 



           23    plant.  And dust created by removing and processing the 



           24    overburden, waste rock and ore would also produce 



           25    emissions.  
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            1              Climate change is a growing concern and will 



            2    need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons 



            3    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several 



            4    areas.  Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, 



            5    could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury 



            6    stack emissions could occur during the milling process, 



            7    and any mercury co-product would require careful storage 



            8    and transport.  Also, given the large amounts of fuel and 



            9    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures 



           10    and good response plans will be crucial to preventing 



           11    spills.  Other major issues and concerns include wetlands 



           12    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



           13    subsistence and traditional land use.  



           14              The proposed project would affect a total of 



           15    16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at 



           16    the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000 



           17    acres are located along the pipeline route.  These areas 



           18    would be impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation 



           19    removal or other disturbances.  6,900 acres of these are 



           20    wetlands.  There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss 



           21    or reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300 



           22    acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of 



           23    individual animals.  



           24              We have already discussed barge traffic and 



           25    noted that there would be a substantial increase, and 
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            1    subsistence and traditional land uses would also be 



            2    affected by the loss of lands due to development.  



            3              Here are some more examples of issues and 



            4    concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 



            5    cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge 



            6    new workforce in the area, 3,000 during construction and 



            7    1,400 permanently.  This could bring new employment and 



            8    income, but also many effects on community life and human 



            9    health.  Historical and archeological sites and 



           10    traditional cultural properties that exist in the area 



           11    might be disturbed or destroyed.  Recreational and visual 



           12    resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be affected 



           13    by new structures and mining operations. 



           14              To conclude, we know that the proposed project 



           15    and the land and resources are important to you, and we 



           16    would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get 



           17    involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing an 



           18    important part by being here today and participating in 



           19    the scoping meeting.  You can find more information and 



           20    submit a comment form through our project website, 



           21    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  That's 



           22    my direct phone number and my e-mail address on the slide.  



           23              For tribal matters you can contact the Corps of 



           24    Engineers tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone 



           25    number and e-mail address are also on the slide.  
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            1              Amanda and I have had two teleconferences so far 



            2    to discuss cooperating agency status or 



            3    government-to-government consultation for the project, and 



            4    we plan to have more.  Tribal governments have the 



            5    opportunity to enter into government-to-government 



            6    consultation, which is a separate process from cooperating 



            7    agency status and the EIS process.  



            8              We would now like to hear your questions and 



            9    comments.  And we will see if there are any questions 



           10    first, and then if anybody has any written or prepared 



           11    comments, we will take those.  



           12              And here are some ideas about the types of 



           13    comments that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are 



           14    looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed 



           15    in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and 



           16    effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you 



           17    have on alternatives, and we would like to find out about 



           18    any important information available in your community.  So 



           19    we will go to questions.  



           20                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  Can you go back one 



           21    slide, please, so we can get your e-mail address?  



           22                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Hello.  Peter 



           23    Williams from Quinhagak.  What's a ton, unit of 



           24    measurement, a ton?  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  A ton is 2,000 pounds.
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            1                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  How many ounces?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  How many ounces?  That would 



            3    be 2,000 pounds, times 16 ounces per pound.



            4                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Are you good at math?  



            5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Are you good at math?  Can 



            6    you do the math?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  2,000 times 16 would be 32,000 



            8    ounces.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  32,000 ounces.



           10                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  What about the Native 



           11    perspective on [inaudible].  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question was:  What 



           13    about the Native perspective on the environmental issues 



           14    and not just the State perspectives or the federal 



           15    perspectives?  



           16                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  It will probably only 



           17    get one paragraph like the last time in the Togiak 



           18    National Wildlife EIS.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So his comment was that 



           20    the Native perspective might only get one paragraph like 



           21    the last time in the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge 



           22    document.



           23                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Okay.  Let's ask Don for a 



           25    response.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we -- you know, we 



            2    invite input from any Native groups or tribes and, in 



            3    fact, that's why we have the government-to-government 



            4    consultation process, which is a separate process from the 



            5    EIS.  So any tribe that has concerns and would like to 



            6    make sure that they are adequately represented in the 



            7    process can contact us.  We also have invited them to 



            8    participate as cooperating agencies.  That's a much more 



            9    rigorous -- or requires much more involvement.  But those 



           10    are the two opportunities that tribes have to be involved 



           11    to make sure that their concerns are adequately addressed 



           12    in the process.  So we definitely want to have much more 



           13    than one paragraph in the EIS.  



           14              And we have four tribes that are participating 



           15    as cooperating agencies.  As I said, we had two 



           16    teleconferences to discuss government-to-government 



           17    consultation and being a cooperating agency.  So I 



           18    encourage you to contact myself or Amanda Shearer if 



           19    you -- you know, to discuss how you can be sure that you 



           20    are adequately represented or your concerns are 



           21    represented in the EIS.



           22                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Will that be written 



           23    comments by the local people?  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question was whether 



           25    there are written comments by the local people, if those 
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            1    would be reflected in the EIS.



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, that's the purpose of 



            3    the scoping meeting here today is to invite both verbal 



            4    and written comments.  There is a number of ways to do 



            5    that.  And any comments that we receive during the scoping 



            6    period, which ends on March 29th -- any comments received 



            7    by then will be addressed in the EIS in writing, yes.  



            8                    MS. LUCY SMALL:  I've got a question on 



            9    your underground pipeline that you just mentioned.  How is 



           10    this going to be affecting the rivers, you know, meaning 



           11    the fish and the wildlife around it?  And then, you know, 



           12    what happens in a major earthquake or a broken line 



           13    underground crossing the rivers?  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  The major river crossings 



           15    would be by horizontal directional drilling, which would 



           16    be totally beneath the riverbed.  So there would not be 



           17    any above -- you know, there would be no crossings that 



           18    would affect fish.  The other crossings on the smaller 



           19    streams would be done in a number of different ways, but 



           20    they would all require a State habitat permit from the 



           21    Department of Fish & Game to make sure that fish were 



           22    adequately protected.  



           23              And as far as earthquake, the pipeline would 



           24    cross two fault areas, and in those areas it would be 



           25    elevated aboveground similar to the Alaska pipeline where 
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            1    it would be constructed so that it could, you know, allow 



            2    movement so that it would not be damaged during -- you 



            3    know, if there was ground movements, it could be able to 



            4    move on its supports so that the pipeline itself would not 



            5    be damaged.  Does that answer your question?  



            6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, so maybe to reframe 



            7    your questions as scoping comments, I think one question 



            8    would be to ensure that the pipeline design would avoid 



            9    any spills or to analyze the effects of any spills on the 



           10    waters or on the resources.  And then the second one on 



           11    seismic risk, to look carefully at what earthquake risk 



           12    might be for the pipeline and for other parts of the 



           13    mining project.  Those would be scoping questions to be 



           14    addressed in the EIS.



           15                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  My name is Willard 



           16    Church.  Maybe this question is for the State guy that's 



           17    on the phone.  This is in regards to the HIA, human impact 



           18    assessment.  I know we were pushing for that for years to 



           19    try to get it included in the EIS and -- 



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  I want to make sure that Jeff 



           21    can hear you.  Jeff, are you able --



           22                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm listening.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Great.



           24                    MR. BRUNO:  Yep.  



           25                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Okay.  Some of us out 
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            1    here in rural Alaska that were involved in the IGAP 



            2    program funded under EPA had been -- had an opportunity to 



            3    attend a lot of the conferences and training regarding 



            4    mining in Alaska.  And one of the areas of concern at that 



            5    time was making sure that an HIA would be included in the 



            6    EIS process, which would address the human impact of 



            7    mining operations on the population working on site and in 



            8    the communities that are adjacent to the mining footprint 



            9    area.  When did the State decide to include the HIA in the 



           10    EIS?  That would be my first question.  



           11                    MR. BRUNO:  Don, can you repeat the 



           12    question?  I think I caught most of it, but --



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Willard described his 



           14    background as an IGAP staffer helping to urge careful 



           15    attention to human impacts at the mine site or in adjacent 



           16    areas.  And his first question was when did the State 



           17    decide to conduct a health impact assessment as part of 



           18    this -- as part of this EIS.  



           19                    MR. BRUNO:  The health -- Department of 



           20    Health and Social Services a couple years back pretty much 



           21    developed what they are calling their HIA program, and 



           22    it's a fairly new program.  As far as Donlin specifically, 



           23    they started collecting data about a year back for their 



           24    baseline data, maybe even a little further back.  It's a 



           25    fairly new program, but within the last two to three years 
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            1    the State has really been pushing to include HIAs in large 



            2    EIS projects.  So it's fairly new, but they have done 



            3    several for several large projects now.



            4                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Another concern at 



            5    the time when we were pushing the HIAs was to make sure 



            6    that it had some meat on the bones and it wasn't just an 



            7    assessment that would just briefly address the human 



            8    impact issues that we were concerned about at that time.  



            9    I'd be really curious of what the HIA would be consisting 



           10    of, what categories and what areas that it would be 



           11    addressing with human impacts.  And one thing that we had 



           12    discussed during some of the processes that I had attended 



           13    was whether or not this would just be applied to staff and 



           14    the workforce on site or would it be something that would 



           15    be overlapping into the adjacent communities that are near 



           16    the mining footprint.  I'd like to get that question 



           17    answered.  



           18                    MR. BRUNO:  As far as the specific 



           19    categories that it will cover, I can -- I'm with 



           20    Department of Natural Resources, but I work closely with 



           21    them, so I think the Department of Health and Social 



           22    Services can better answer that.  But what I can tell you 



           23    is they are definitely not just assessing the workers at 



           24    the mine site.  They are trying to pick any community 



           25    that's impacted and describe the impacts from this 
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            1    project, whether it be on the pipeline or along the mine 



            2    site all the way from the transportation corridors and how 



            3    that could affect those communities, also.  It will be 



            4    included in the draft EIS so people will have a chance to 



            5    see it and comment on it.  



            6              Currently they are at a baseline data collection 



            7    stage right now in developing the HIA here in the very 



            8    near future once they feel comfortable that they have 



            9    collected all the available information.  But the idea is 



           10    to make sure that they assess the impacts to the 



           11    communities, not just the workers.



           12                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Okay.  I've got a 



           13    couple here.



           14                    MS. FORDHAM:  Jeff, do you have the 



           15    communities that are currently included in the HIA?  That 



           16    might be helpful.  



           17                    MR. BRUNO:  I can get that list.



           18                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I have a couple more 



           19    questions here.  Yeah.  Looking at the project summary, 



           20    the book that was mailed out about a month or so ago, page 



           21    21, managing mercury, there has been two concerns that 



           22    I've had over the years once this project was proposed, 



           23    and that was how mercury was going to be managed, and also 



           24    cyanide management.  You know, a third one would be ARDS 



           25    rock drainage.  I haven't found out where the captured 
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            1    mercury is going to be shipped off to.  You know, you 



            2    identified a federally regulated facility, but to date I 



            3    haven't heard where in the U.S. it's going to be shipped 



            4    to.  No one seems to have an answer to that question.  



            5    Where is the federally regulated facility located?  Is it 



            6    a military facility that manages mercury, or is it 



            7    civilian?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  All I can say is I don't have 



            9    the answer to that at this point.  I'm not sure if it's 



           10    been identified.  It would have to comply with all 



           11    regulatory requirements, but beyond that, I'm not sure.  



           12    Taylor, do you know if that was included -- I don't 



           13    believe that's been included yet in the information 



           14    submitted.  



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The purpose of the scoping 



           16    meeting is to make note of that question and to see if we 



           17    can provide a specific answer by the time of the draft 



           18    EIS --



           19                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  And I think Lucy 



           20    brought up something that can be also identified as a 



           21    concern.  You know, with the recent seismic activity 



           22    occurring out here in Southwest Alaska with the little 



           23    tremor that occurred six days ago -- I think it was 4.8, 



           24    about eight miles from -- toward the southeast side near 



           25    the Kuskokwim River, I know the facility is designed to be 
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            1    able to handle, I believe, 7.8 magnitude.  Are there any 



            2    documented tremors or earthquakes that have gone beyond 



            3    the maximum allowed for the mine site?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not familiar with 



            5    the criteria that has been established to, you know, 



            6    develop the -- you know, for engineering the mine, the 



            7    tailings dam and other facilities, including the pipeline, 



            8    but again, that's -- you know, as Taylor said, this is a 



            9    scoping meeting, and that's a good question to bring up.  



           10    And the way the process works is we will take the 



           11    information that's -- the plans and proposals and the 



           12    designs that have been submitted by Donlin Gold, they will 



           13    be analyzed by the URS team and they will evaluate the 



           14    design, determine if any additional information or studies 



           15    are necessary, and that will be used to develop the draft 



           16    EIS.  And there will be an opportunity to comment on that.  



           17    But again, I don't have the specific answers to that, but 



           18    that's the purpose that we are here.



           19                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Okay.  One more.  



           20    Being familiar with the IGAP and EPA and some of the 



           21    monitoring programs that have been funded under those 



           22    funding sources, I know back when I was involved, we were 



           23    emphasizing water quality and air quality monitoring.  You 



           24    know, with prevailing winds and constant winds out here, 



           25    we were concerned at the time with prevailing winds that 
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            1    any, you know, dust that would get up into the airstream 



            2    would eventually be dropped, you know, through raindrops 



            3    and snow and so forth along that airstream.  And we wanted 



            4    to really focus on making sure that anyone involved would 



            5    really do a lot of extensive monitoring of the water and 



            6    the air quality because of prevailing winds.  And also all 



            7    water flows downstream.  And, you know, we are part of 



            8    that.  



            9              So I think there needs to be a real strong 



           10    emphasis and focus on ongoing and long-term monitoring of 



           11    those air and water quality.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a good -- good scoping 



           13    comments and we will consider that during -- you know, as 



           14    the draft is prepared to make sure that those issues are 



           15    adequately addressed.  Thank you.  



           16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, this might be a 



           17    moment to say when we wrap up with the formal comments, we 



           18    welcome the chance to talk a little more in detail with 



           19    people if you have detailed questions.  We can talk a 



           20    little bit about the data gap analysis and some of the 



           21    background work that's underway now.  And I also wanted to 



           22    mention the posters that are along the wall.  They have 



           23    some additional information on the milling process or some 



           24    of the details about infrastructure design and so on.  So 



           25    have a peek at those afterwards, as well.  
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            1              I think we were ready for another question over 



            2    here.  



            3                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  My question is primarily 



            4    for the subsistence way of life and the water quality and 



            5    the air quality issues.  Addressing the water quality 



            6    first, as you mentioned in your presentation, the exposure 



            7    of the rocks that have been capped for millions of years, 



            8    we are not seeing the cinnabar and the galena exposed, so 



            9    we are not getting the mercury and the lead into the water 



           10    system.  Most of us from here, we hunt and fish, and a lot 



           11    of folks like duck and goose.  



           12              Two things:  One, during the life span of the 



           13    mine we are going to have a constant exposure, so the rain 



           14    falling in a semi-arid environment is going to have a lot 



           15    of lead and mercury into the watershed.  So any of the 



           16    game birds, they are going to be subsisting off of 



           17    vegetation and bugs and whatnot that are going to be 



           18    taking up those heavy metals into their systems.  Concern 



           19    number one.  



           20              Concern number two, after 27 years, this mine is 



           21    going to be shut down and convert the mine cut to a big 



           22    lake.  Number one, it's going to be a constantly -- it's 



           23    constantly going to be leaching metals into the water 



           24    system because of the angles of the cut.  Ninety degree 



           25    angles, there is no sediment that's going to seal the 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        38







            1    bottom of that lake up, so it's going to be a constant 



            2    hazard.  And the $750 reclamation bond per acre is going 



            3    to cover this when Donlin Gold goes away.  So that's an 



            4    issue of concern.  



            5              The other thing that I'm surprised the project 



            6    is going forward is because the metallurgy -- there is a 



            7    lot of arsenic in this, and you guys happen to use an 



            8    autoclave in this system to drive off these -- to 



            9    volatilize this stuff so that you can get a cleaner 



           10    recovery of gold off the process.  



           11              And the other question is, you are using cyanide 



           12    in the process, and so you have X consumption of cyanide 



           13    per ton of ore to take up the base metals first.  So 



           14    you've got all this metal you don't want.  Is the 



           15    regulations going to ensure that this stuff that's in 



           16    solution is going to be precipitated out and dealt with 



           17    instead of dumping into a pond or dumped into the aquifer?  



           18    That would be a question I have.  



           19              Those would be the things that I want to make 



           20    sure that we address is that the water quality was kept as 



           21    clean as possible, instead of having the right permits and 



           22    say, okay, we're going to raise the bar because you guys 



           23    can't meet clean water requirements.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess I'll say thanks 



           25    for those comments.  And again, we will be looking at the 
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            1    information that Donlin has submitted.  They have 



            2    submitted information on how they expect to deal with 



            3    those contaminants.  You know, for example, they have 



            4    designed the project to have no runoff of any water that 



            5    contacts the mine.  I understand there is a lot of other 



            6    ways, including air emissions, potential leaching into the 



            7    groundwater.  Again, you know, we will take a look.  



            8              URS has a large team assembled that will 



            9    evaluate the proposed design as submitted by Donlin.  Your 



           10    comments are good in that they help us focus on issues 



           11    that people are particularly concerned with.  So if you 



           12    have, you know, specific -- you know, any more specific 



           13    details, you know, beyond those that you made today about 



           14    particular areas or particularly any particular wildlife 



           15    or fish populations that you are concerned about, I 



           16    encourage you to provide that information, as well, and 



           17    that can be looked at during the preparation of the draft.  



           18    Thank you.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Maybe one thing to mention 



           20    is that the permit applications that Donlin prepared, 



           21    including their environmental management practices, those 



           22    are available on the EIS project website.  The most recent 



           23    one that was posted was the transportation plan that 



           24    includes the details for spill responses at the terminals 



           25    or the boats -- the barges.  So sometimes there is more 
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            1    information available in the permit applications that 



            2    Donlin has provided.  And those would be a good -- that's 



            3    the proposed action that the EIS would be evaluating.  



            4                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  I'll submit this stuff to 



            5    you in an e-mail for your input, but what's come to mind 



            6    is we have had a lot of mines around the United States 



            7    that have -- they have gotten their pot of gold and have 



            8    gone away.  And with this, this open pit up here, after we 



            9    are all done with it, everything goes through and the 



           10    agencies do their thing, after it goes away, it's going to 



           11    be a problem.  And you see the pictures and the depiction 



           12    of how this lake is going to look when we are all done 



           13    with it.  It's still going to be exposed rock after all 



           14    this time.  



           15              So I'm just wondering if there is a way that the 



           16    BLM, the Corps of Engineers, and EPA can say, okay, we 



           17    need to make sure that this lake goes back to a natural 



           18    state at some point.  And it's going to cost the operator 



           19    money to change the angle of this open pit so that we can 



           20    ensure that it's -- because the only source of stuff to 



           21    seal up the bottom of this lake [indecipherable] from 



           22    water coming into it.  Are we going to make sure that 



           23    somehow this thing gets capped so that the water quality 



           24    in that lake eventually cleans itself up?  



           25              I don't know.  I don't know how to explain it 
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            1    any further.  That's where I'm going because with all the 



            2    mining operations I have been involved in, I've seen so 



            3    much dishonesty with it and how the environment is just 



            4    turned to trash because of the actions.  And I'm concerned 



            5    it's going to happen here and it's -- when NovaGold goes 



            6    away, that it's going to be a problem for the locals.  And 



            7    are we going to fix it and make sure that they fix it 



            8    while they are mining?  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess what I heard is that 



           10    you are talking about different alternatives in the design 



           11    of the mine.  



           12                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  And I don't know if this 



           13    is a place to discuss that. 



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it would be.  And we 



           15    will be looking at alternatives.  And if you are talking 



           16    about the angle of the slopes, that's a comment I'd ask, 



           17    you know, that you -- you have already made it.  It's on 



           18    the record now.  And that can be looked at as we develop 



           19    alternatives.  



           20              As I mentioned in our presentation, the Corps is 



           21    required to select the least environmentally damaging 



           22    practicable alternative under section 404(b)(1) of the 



           23    Clean Water Act, meaning we cannot issue the permit if it 



           24    is not the least environmentally damaging practicable 



           25    alternative.  So you know, anything -- any ideas that you 
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            1    have related to a design -- it sounds like you are aware 



            2    of a number of other mine projects.  If you have ideas on 



            3    how those mines could have -- something could have been 



            4    done differently -- it sounds like you have some ideas 



            5    regarding this mine.  I, you know, ask that you get them 



            6    into the record so that they can be looked at in the 



            7    draft. 



            8              And not only under section 404 of the Clean 



            9    Water Act, but NEPA, of course, has a process of 



           10    developing and looking at the various alternatives.  So 



           11    that's -- you know, that's what we are looking to do is to 



           12    ensure that this mine is not a project in the future after 



           13    it closes.  That's one of the things we are hoping to 



           14    accomplish.  Thank you.  



           15                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I have another 



           16    question here for the State representative that's on the 



           17    phone.  My name is Willard Church.  In regards to 



           18    standards, water quality standards and ambient air quality 



           19    standards, do you have those established currently for 



           20    that area?  



           21                    MR. BRUNO:  Was that a question of 



           22    baseline that's been -- 



           23                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I know you have been 



           24    doing some water monitoring up there and air monitoring.  



           25    Is there any work towards establishing those standards for 
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            1    that area or using general standards for the State?  



            2                    MR. BRUNO:  I apologize.  So the question 



            3    is, if we are going to -- if standards have been 



            4    established for that area as far as air quality, right?



            5                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Air and/or water 



            6    quality, both.  



            7                    MR. BRUNO:  Air and water quality.  You 



            8    know, as far as --



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Are you there, Jeff?  



           10                (Phone disconnected.)



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Are there any other questions 



           12    while we are waiting to get the phones back up?



           13                    MR. BRUNO:  Sorry about that.  Are we back 



           14    on?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Just got back on.  Did you 



           16    hear when we dropped off?  



           17                    MR. BRUNO:  No.  Me and Tami were on, so 



           18    we talked, and it sounds like she might be still be on and 



           19    back with us, too.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Are you there?  



           21                    MR. BRUNO:  I am.  This is Jeff.  So just 



           22    back to that question, you know.  I would have to get with 



           23    DEC, Department of Environmental Conservation, and get 



           24    that site specific information.  But if there is any 



           25    chance you can get the -- who was that that was asking the 
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            1    question?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  It was Willard Church.  We 



            3    will get his contact information and put him in touch with 



            4    you.  



            5                    MR. BRUNO:  Yeah.  And I'll get him the 



            6    site specific information for that and make sure I 



            7    articulate it correctly.  But I need to get with the DEC 



            8    air quality people and water quality people and see if 



            9    there is any regional site specific criteria in that area.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff.



           11                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Let me just follow up 



           12    with the reasoning why I posed the few questions.  I think 



           13    you need baseline standards in order to make the 



           14    determinations whether or not you will be exceeding those 



           15    standards or within the standards themselves.  So there 



           16    needs to be standards established for water quality and 



           17    air quality so that you could know where you are with any 



           18    discharges getting into the atmosphere or into the water.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.



           20                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  What's the mercury -- 



           21    what form is it in, solid or liquid?  Are you going to 



           22    mine it?  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  As I understand, there would 



           24    be a number of different ways that mercury -- you know, 



           25    that we would have to make sure that the mercury was kept 
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            1    from getting into the environment.  I'm not sure of the 



            2    exact -- whether -- whether liquid or gaseous, however.  I 



            3    know there is concerns regarding air emissions and just 



            4    getting into the water or any number of ways.  I don't 



            5    have the answers to that specifically.  



            6                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  [inaudible.]



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the last question was 



            8    whether mercury would be mined in this project.  I think 



            9    one thing to say is that mercury is naturally occurring in 



           10    the rock of the central Kuskokwim region, so when that 



           11    rock is disturbed or exposed, that mercury is exposed and 



           12    can be picked up in the water, or if it's turned into 



           13    dust, that could be picked up into the air.  So those 



           14    would be -- it's a source rock, and the environmental 



           15    management has to capture that mercury.  And then after 



           16    they have captured the mercury in the mill process, they 



           17    do have to ship it off site in a secure container.  



           18              So when Don talked a little while ago about 



           19    moving the mercury away to a safe place, that's the 



           20    mercury that is captured out of the air or the dust.  



           21                    MR. JOHN SHARP:  Thank you.  I will speak 



           22    both languages, Yup'ik and English.  First of all, my name 



           23    is John Sharp, originally born and raised right here in 



           24    the Native Village of Quinhagak, and I'm still here, and 



           25    so are these other people that are born and raised in this 
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            1    village.  People here in Quinhagak, Goodnews, Platinum, 



            2    Eek, Tuntutuliak, we are the Unit No. 10 within the 



            3    Calista Region.  I have a question because I'm kind of 



            4    confused.  



            5              Are you only just talking about Donlin Creek 



            6    operating in Crooked Creek and those surrounding 



            7    communities there?  And my question is:  Are you planning 



            8    to make project research on these minerals right here in 



            9    our area, Unit No. 10 within Calista?  Because I have a 



           10    lot of concern with this operation that's going to be 



           11    done, if it is done.  



           12              People, our village and the people of Quinhagak, 



           13    Goodnews, Platinum, Eek and Tuntutuliak, our area has so 



           14    many seepages right within our mountains falling into our 



           15    river and out to the bay from the lakes of these 



           16    mountains.  And my concern is if these chemicals like 



           17    mercury or if it happens to be a project performed to 



           18    complete a pipeline -- and already some of them mentioned 



           19    that if something happens and break down, and there is 



           20    going to be a lot of mess because right here in our area 



           21    subsistence issue is a very -- very important and number 



           22    one, first of all.  And so if those things happen, those 



           23    kinds of accidents happen -- we all know what happened 



           24    in -- in Gulf of Alaska with this oil spillage several 



           25    years ago.  
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            1              (Speaking in Yup'ik)



            2              This land we are standing on and living on, 



            3    especially the Natives, is our natural resource, our food.  



            4    I'm sure you might have some good equipment to work with 



            5    wherever you are going to -- oh, yes.  I have a question:  



            6    Which area exactly are you talking about to propose this 



            7    mining?  Is this right here within the Unit No. 10 of 



            8    Calista Region?  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not -- I'm not 



           10    familiar with the unit numbers, but I can tell you where 



           11    the mine site is.  It's located -- the mine itself is 



           12    located ten miles north of Crooked Creek off of the 



           13    Kuskokwim River.  The other project features that we are 



           14    talking about is the pipeline from Cook Inlet to the mine 



           15    site to bring in natural gas.  So the actual mining for 



           16    gold and, you know, also the things we talked about are 



           17    located at the mine site, located ten miles north of 



           18    Crooked Creek.  There will be a substantial increase in 



           19    navigation on the Kuskokwim River.  They will be barging 



           20    all of their fuel and supplies up the river.



           21                    MR. JOHN SHARP:  And the reason why I ask 



           22    that is because there may be a misunderstanding because I 



           23    was thinking that this company might be doing some 



           24    research within our region right here in Unit 10.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  The project as proposed 
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            1    to us only includes the mine site at -- ten miles north of 



            2    Crooked Creek.



            3                    MR. JOHN SHARP:  Okay.  The reason why I 



            4    stood up and said this is because so many of us within the 



            5    Unit 10 area of Calista is we have so much concern with 



            6    our lifestyle in this area, and so I'm hoping -- and some 



            7    of us are hoping that this is not going to be done right 



            8    away because we are often, you know, not in favor of 



            9    opening up mining in this area because of our subsistence 



           10    lifestyle and our Native tradition.  So I hope my concern 



           11    is understood, and question.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  We have 



           13    it -- it's in the record now so, you know, your questions 



           14    will be addressed in the draft EIS.



           15                    MR. JOHN SHARP:  Okay.  Thank you.  



           16                    MS. LUCY SMALL:  I have a question on the 



           17    barging you had mentioned earlier.  How is this going to 



           18    be affecting the fish runs, you know?  Fish runs are 



           19    getting lower and lower as we know it.  I was just 



           20    wondering about the amount of your barge runs you were 



           21    talking about, how is this going to be affecting your -- 



           22    you know, the salmon going upriver?  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  That's an issue that's been 



           24    raised and will be looked at.  You know, we will look at 



           25    the proposed barging activity and the transportation plan 
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            1    that's been submitted by Donlin.  URS, who is the 



            2    contractor preparing the EIS, will look at the studies 



            3    that have been done and any information that's available 



            4    regarding fish runs on the Kuskokwim River.  We have 



            5    received some specific comments in some of our previous 



            6    meetings, you know, about specific areas and specific 



            7    runs, so those will be specifically addressed in the EIS.  



            8              If you have, you know, any information regarding 



            9    runs, you know, that you are particularly concerned of, 



           10    you know, any fish or habitat or fisheries that you want 



           11    to be, you know, sure are not adversely impacted, I'd ask 



           12    you to provide that information during the scoping period 



           13    so that those can be looked at during this process.  



           14              And again, that's the purpose of the scoping 



           15    meeting, to gather that type of information so we can 



           16    identify the resources that are there, you know, the uses 



           17    of those resources that currently exist, and to evaluate 



           18    how those would be affected by the proposed project, and 



           19    then to make our permitting decisions based on that 



           20    information.  So again, if you have any specific 



           21    information, I'd ask, you know, that you submit that to 



           22    us.  



           23                    MS. GRACE HILL:  I have a question that 



           24    I'd like to clarify with John that it does not only affect 



           25    that area; it affects all of us from Platinum, Goodnews, 
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            1    all the way.  Not only will it affect Crooked Creek or 



            2    wherever that mine is because it will affect subsistence, 



            3    fishing, everything.  And I think we need to really, as 



            4    they say, you know -- how you are saying, you are doing 



            5    this and you are doing this the right away.  There is 



            6    never a right way to do anything until it happens.  



            7              And I think when I went to one of the mines in 



            8    Nevada, I went to a bus for, like, how many hours, and I 



            9    sat there and I thought, man, there is not one bird I've 



           10    seen, not one animal, nothing except rocks piled of 



           11    mining.  And you know, when you talk about that and what 



           12    you have seen, no vegetation, nothing, it -- it got me to 



           13    thinking, will this be just like that over that Donlin 



           14    Mine.  And you know, when you see it, you think about it.  



           15              It affects all of us, all the whole areas with 



           16    their subsistence way of life, fishing, barges going up.  



           17    It still will affect the fish because they are trying to 



           18    go up and the barges are rolling up.  I mean, anything 



           19    good you say will come out of it, it will affect the 



           20    Natives' subsistence way of life, no matter how we look at 



           21    it.  And I think these are concerns of the people all 



           22    around the area is the Natives' way of life.  



           23              You know, prices are going up, even in the 



           24    stores for a piece of chicken.  Well, we depend on fish, 



           25    birds, whatever we can get.  And the whole idea is that we 
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            1    try to work together and find solutions that -- you know, 



            2    things will happen.  Look at that oil spill we had.  It 



            3    affected a lot of animals and killed them, all these 



            4    things.  



            5              And when you bring somebody to the meetings, you 



            6    should bring somebody that will answer these questions 



            7    like Willard had.  And then you will say, well, we will 



            8    ask them.  Our people are willing to come to the meetings, 



            9    and definitely you guys should bring people that know the 



           10    answers.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess first of all, I 



           12    guess, you know, we do agree that the impacts are not 



           13    limited to the mine site, and that's why we are having 



           14    these scoping meetings throughout the various regions is 



           15    to, you know, find out, you know, what resources and uses 



           16    are there and what the potential impacts to those are.  



           17              I'll jump ahead to your question about bringing 



           18    people to the meetings.  The purpose of the meetings is 



           19    to, you know, find out what the questions are, and then 



           20    there is -- you know, it's not a simple thing that all the 



           21    answers are available right now.  We are going through -- 



           22    we are going through the process of trying to identify 



           23    what the questions are so that they can be looked at in 



           24    detail.  



           25              And we have -- it's going to take a year and a 
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            1    half to produce this draft EIS.  And during that period, 



            2    you know, URS will look at the mine proposal and the 



            3    proposed -- the actions that's proposed, and they'll look 



            4    at the resources that are there and what the impacts are 



            5    going to be.  And that's the process of identifying what 



            6    the impacts will be.  And then we will make our decisions 



            7    based on that.  So we are well aware that the potential 



            8    impacts extend beyond the mine.  



            9              I hope I answered -- I know I probably didn't 



           10    touch on everything you said, but do you have any 



           11    follow-up to that or any questions that I can answer?  



           12                    MS. GRACE HILL:  I don't think so. 



           13                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I have another 



           14    question.



           15                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  We have to catch a plane 



           16    in 15 minutes, and one of our party has a question for you 



           17    guys, if you can --



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Sure.  Go ahead.  They 



           19    need to leave soon.  Maybe we'll take their question 



           20    first.  



           21                    MR. BAVILLA MERRITT:  I'm Bavilla Merritt 



           22    from Goodnews Bay.  I don't speak very well in English, 



           23    but I can speak a little bit all right.  But I have just a 



           24    few questions.  What's the difference -- the platinum 



           25    mining that's been started in 19 -- early 1930s, platinum 
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            1    and gold, and that one up there starts not very long ago.  



            2    What's the difference between them two mines?  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  The difference, other than 



            4    the --



            5                    MR. BAVILLA MERRITT:  On the environment 



            6    and all those things.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not very familiar 



            8    with the platinum mine.  I guess we are evaluating the 



            9    Donlin Mine as it's been proposed to us.  I'm sure there 



           10    is many differences and many similarities on both mining 



           11    projects, but they are in very different areas.  They are, 



           12    you know, different mining processes.  One is for 



           13    platinum, one is for gold.



           14                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  I can answer that 



           15    question for you.  Platinum makes a lot of dirty water, 



           16    the Goodnews platinum mine.  It doesn't contaminate the 



           17    environment with chemicals or risk of contaminating the 



           18    environment with chemicals.



           19                    MR. BAVILLA MERRITT:  I can speak it in 



           20    Yup'ik.  (Speaking in Yup'ik.)  Like the Donlin Gold, they 



           21    have different -- some mineral to use in mining.  



           22    (Speaking in Yup'ik.)



           23                    THE TRANSLATOR:  His main question is 



           24    that, you know, mines have to do processes that they go 



           25    through, and he's wondering if Donlin Gold is proposing a 
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            1    certain type of project -- a certain kind of process, I 



            2    mean, if they are using any chemicals to separate the gold 



            3    from the ore and so forth.  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  They have provided some, 



            5    you know -- a lot of detail so far on the process that 



            6    they will be using, and if -- you know, if you have time, 



            7    you could look at some of the posters on the walls, and 



            8    they give kind of an overview of those processes and give 



            9    you a good idea of what they are proposing, you know, the 



           10    processes and chemicals that are involved and how they 



           11    plan to deal with those.



           12                    MR. BAVILLA MERRITT:  Yeah.  (Speaking in 



           13    Yup'ik.)  Younger generations, they don't eat very much 



           14    from the land, just like old people like us -- we are 



           15    getting old, right?  They are changing.  Younger 



           16    generations is changing now.  Maybe half of them make 



           17    living from the land, half of them make living from the 



           18    English way, White Man people, something like that.  



           19    (Speaking in Yup'ik.)  Our generation, our children and 



           20    their children, what they going to do without -- without a 



           21    job, you know?  The fishing is good, but not enough for 



           22    them younger generations.  And those other mining up there 



           23    is too -- not enough for the younger generation, too.  



           24    (Speaking in Yup'ik.)



           25              We are doing the best we can of the things we 
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            1    operate, especially our younger generation.  Most of them 



            2    will be just like white people, not like me or not like 



            3    you.  



            4              But I just wanted to mention this before I go.  



            5    We got not much time left.  Maybe our plane is up there 



            6    already.  Thank you.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.



            8                    THE TRANSLATOR:  That was the gist of his 



            9    question.  His concerns was spoken in English, but the -- 



           10    his concern mainly is towards the young people, the 



           11    younger generation, how they are today.  Their eating 



           12    habits is that of a western style and not cultural, 



           13    Native.  And he's concerned that, you know, western style 



           14    eating habits cost money, and he's saying people will need 



           15    to have jobs in the future.  And he said that even though 



           16    there are for sure some unwelcome things happening with 



           17    the mines, that he would support opening even more mines 



           18    so that the younger generation would have an opportunity 



           19    to have jobs available to them to satisfy their lifestyle.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks.  And I believe 



           21    those issues will be looked at in the EIS as far as the 



           22    impacts on subsistence, and there will also be the health 



           23    impact assessment.  So I guess those comments are in the 



           24    record now and will be considered in the draft EIS.



           25                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  In your EIS, a lot of 
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            1    it has to do with environmental impacts, and including the 



            2    HIA, which is more recent.  But, you know, like Bavilla 



            3    said, there is definitely going to be some social impacts, 



            4    you know, impacts to economy, to the lifestyle and way of 



            5    life to, you know, a new generation coming up through the 



            6    ranks; they are going to be in need of having, you know, 



            7    long-term jobs.  



            8              And the federal dollars are shrinking.  You 



            9    know, we get very little from the State.  There is not 



           10    much of an economy.  We are looking at declining salmon 



           11    runs.  Our commercial fishing economy is dropping.  There 



           12    is a lot of issues here that we have to think about and 



           13    think about very carefully because there is going to be 



           14    impacts that affect our whole lifestyle and way of life 



           15    from every aspect and every spectrum when you think about 



           16    that.  



           17              Pretty tough decisions for everybody to take 



           18    into consideration here, you know.  Everyone has to decide 



           19    for themselves, you know, where they stand on the issue 



           20    because it is going to have a far-reaching effect.  



           21              I wasn't exactly going to talk about that, but I 



           22    wanted to ask some questions about the ERP, environmental 



           23    response planning that's going to be part of operations 



           24    and potentially the EIS process.  I know they are going to 



           25    develop ERPs for the mining operations.  You know, like I 
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            1    said before, you know, water flows downstream, and you are 



            2    going to be having numerous barges transporting in 



            3    double-hulled barges, but also in sealed containers.  And 



            4    the back-haul is going to include transporting mercury out 



            5    of the area.  



            6              You know, there is a lot of communities that are 



            7    along the river there and down on the coast.  Is there 



            8    going to be any funding becoming available or through 



            9    Donlin to assist those communities with developing their 



           10    own ERPs so that they can at least have some planning in 



           11    place which would assist them with dealing with any 



           12    grounding issues or hull breaches or any sinking of barges 



           13    that could potentially occur along the transport route?  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  So --



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the question on 



           16    response plans is very much central to the EIS.  There are 



           17    some draft response plans in the transportation plan 



           18    submitted by Donlin, and I can show you where to look that 



           19    up on the website; but those are the ones we are going to 



           20    look at again.  And certainly the point you make about 



           21    local participation in those plans and the response teams, 



           22    that's a really good point that we will highlight in the 



           23    EIS.  



           24                    MR. BILLY TEELUK:  Billy Teeluk.  I'm from 



           25    Eek.  These two guys that kind of asked questions, can I 
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            1    ask you when are you going to send the money to Quinhagak, 



            2    Eek, or Platinum or Goodnews and give the villagers a job, 



            3    like maybe five -- five people would clean up the area, 



            4    things like that that the village needs?  That's all.  



            5    Thank you.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  So you want to know when -- 



            7                    MR. TEELUK:  Well, you got lots of gold.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  I need to clarify that, you 



            9    know, I'm with the Corps of Engineers who is -- we are 



           10    doing the EIS.  The proposal is for Donlin Gold.  They are 



           11    the ones with the gold.  We are looking at potential 



           12    impacts of the project.  If there needs to be measures 



           13    taken to, you know, avoid or minimize or mitigate the 



           14    potential impacts, you know, that's where we will be 



           15    involved, and we will, you know, make the necessary 



           16    requirements to avoid, minimize and mitigate the impacts.  



           17                    MR. WILLIE MARK:  (Speaking in Yup'ik.) My 



           18    name is Willie Mark.  I live here in Quinhagak.  (Speaking 



           19    in Yup'ik.)  



           20                    THE TRANSLATOR:  Mr. Willie Mark states 



           21    that he was born here, and he witnessed as -- as he was 



           22    growing up mining operations on the Arolik River, the 



           23    so-called Kowkow mining operation.  I think he mentioned 



           24    that they were simultaneously operating at -- during that 



           25    time, but he witnessed the Arolik River would get very 
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            1    murky and muddy, and salmon and other fish were no longer 



            2    in it since the mines were in operation.  And once they 



            3    set down and after a long while, once the water got clear 



            4    and cleaner, the fish started to come back.  Now we use 



            5    the river to do our subsistence activities.  



            6              And he wanted to share this information and 



            7    hopes that it will be of some use to the study.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank him -- I thank 



            9    you for the comments, and that's -- you know, we hope to 



           10    make sure that there aren't any -- that we can avoid and 



           11    minimize those impacts to the environment similar to those 



           12    that you experienced.  Thank you.  Any other questions?  



           13                    MR. HENRY MARK:  My name is Henry Mark 



           14    from Quinhagak.  My question is regarding the wetland 



           15    permitting.  16,000 acres is a lot of land to disturb.  



           16    What's the compensatory mitigation process?  Can you 



           17    explain what that process involves?  NVK had to go through 



           18    this compensatory mitigation for disturbing the seven 



           19    acres of land for one of our projects, and the project had 



           20    to compensate monetarily for disturbing this land area.  



           21    So I'm curious if Donlin Creek will propose such a 



           22    mitigation process, if it's going to be disturbed, this 



           23    16,000 acres.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  I believe it's -- as far 



           25    as -- you are right that it's over 16,000 acres total 
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            1    impact.  6,900 of that is wetlands.  And Donlin has, you 



            2    know, mapped out those wetlands and submitted the 



            3    information to us.  We will take a look at that to, you 



            4    know, check the adequacy of it to, you know, look at the 



            5    functions and values of those wetlands.  



            6              And the process required by our regulations is 



            7    first that we avoid the impact to the wetlands as much as 



            8    possible, that those that can't be avoided are minimized, 



            9    and if they can't be avoided or minimized, then 



           10    compensatory mitigation is required.  There was a new 



           11    mitigation rule in 2008 that requires that the first 



           12    priority or the first type of mitigation is through a 



           13    mitigation bank.  And Donlin is -- or I'm sorry.  Calista 



           14    is working with the company, you know, looking at 



           15    developing a mitigation bank that might be used.  It's, 



           16    you know, in the very early stages of that.  That hasn't 



           17    been submitted to the Corps yet.  But that's one thing 



           18    that may be an option to Donlin is to utilize that 



           19    mitigation bank.  



           20              If there is a mitigation bank and the project is 



           21    within it's -- the service area of that mitigation bank, 



           22    then that would -- they would be required to use that 



           23    unless they demonstrated, you know, why there was a better 



           24    option.  



           25              The second priority or the second preferred 
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            1    means of mitigation is through fee-in-lieu, which is the 



            2    conservation fund that I believe is the only option in 



            3    Alaska that they could use for that.  And beyond that, it 



            4    would be applicant provided compensatory mitigation.  So 



            5    it's something that they are looking at.  You know, 



            6    it's -- we don't have a mitigation bank that the project 



            7    is within the service area of yet, but if one is available 



            8    at the time, that would be the first priority.  By the 



            9    time the -- in order -- by the time the draft EIS is 



           10    prepared, we should have a lot more information on that.  



           11    And in fact, we would have to have -- Donlin will have to 



           12    submit to us a mitigation plan that we can reasonably 



           13    be -- expect to be available as far as mitigation bank or 



           14    whatever other means to be available at the time the 



           15    permits would be issued, if they were to be issued.    



           16                    MR. HENRY MARK:  So for projects, say, 



           17    around our community, would the same processes -- we went 



           18    through it once.  If we apply for another project because 



           19    my area is mostly wetland, would that impact all the 



           20    projects that we request?  I don't know if I said it 



           21    right.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  Which area specifically are 



           23    you talking about?  



           24                    MR. HENRY MARK:  Regarding wetland 



           25    permitting, compensatory mitigation.  Say if we were to 
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            1    build a subdivision, another subdivision; our area is all 



            2    wetlands; would we be going through the same process 



            3    again?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  There are definite regulations 



            5    and policies as far as -- and that's pretty much what I 



            6    tried to explain is, you know, we first, you know, try to 



            7    avoid, minimize and mitigate.  And there is a sequence of 



            8    preferences for the type of mitigation.  And that is the 



            9    mitigation bank, fee-in-lieu, and applicant provided.  



           10    Does that answer your question?  



           11                    MR. HENRY MARK:  Yes, it does.  Thanks.  



           12                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  My name is Joshua 



           13    Cleveland from Quinhagak.  I have a series of questions.  



           14    The first one is I think the people here are mistaking you 



           15    people as being coming from Donlin Gold employees.  Please 



           16    clarify for us.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  As I said, I'm with the Army 



           18    Corps of Engineers.  Donlin Gold has proposed a mining 



           19    project north of Crooked Creek.  In order to open a mine, 



           20    they will have to obtain a large number of federal and 



           21    State permits.  The Corps of Engineers has one of the most 



           22    extensive permits through the wetlands and navigable 



           23    waters that they will affect.  So under section 404 of the 



           24    Clean Water Act and section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 



           25    Act, they submitted a permit application through the Corps 
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            1    of Engineers.  



            2              The Corps of Engineers, as part of evaluating 



            3    those permit applications, is conducting this 



            4    environmental impact statement for the -- we are preparing 



            5    an environmental impact statement.  That's the reason we 



            6    are here today is part of the scoping process.  Corps of 



            7    Engineers is not going to be opening the mine.  The mine, 



            8    if it's permitted, will be constructed and operated by 



            9    Donlin Gold, LLC.



           10                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  The next one is, 



           11    I'm assuming that you are the people that have gotten the 



           12    application from Donlin Creek to start the mining 



           13    operations, is that right?  The paperwork applications to 



           14    do the mining, are you receiving that paperwork?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  The question is, has Donlin 



           16    submitted paperwork to begin?  



           17                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  Yes.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  They have submitted their 



           19    permit applications, and that's why we are here is because 



           20    they submitted their paperwork and their applications to 



           21    the Corps of Engineers, and that's what initiated this 



           22    process, why we are here today.



           23                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  Our coast villages, 



           24    Quinhagak, Platinum, Goodnews and Eek, probably have an 



           25    I-don't-care-attitude towards the mine.  We have not had 
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            1    any village meetings directly addressing that operation 



            2    over there.  The only time we hear about this is when 



            3    people come in like this two or three times so far.  Other 



            4    than that, very little village meetings are being held for 



            5    that specific purpose.  A lot of us know a little bit 



            6    about the mine, and a lot of us don't know most of what's 



            7    going on in the mine.  And that's why I say they have an 



            8    I-don't-care-attitude over the mine itself.  We have 



            9    concerns being brought over the course of those meetings 



           10    since, and some paperwork is coming to us to inform us 



           11    about the operations about the planned operation there.  



           12              And being at one of the AVCP conventions about 



           13    two or three years ago, without having to have a village 



           14    meeting first, the delegates from each of those villages 



           15    endorsed the concept without having first come to the 



           16    villages and tell us all about why they were endorsing it.  



           17    This as a person hurt me because they did not give us a 



           18    chance to manipulate a little bit and learn more before 



           19    they go in there saying we endorse the planned operation.  



           20    I don't know why they think that.  



           21              I'm looking at it as a similar action as the 



           22    Native Claims Settlement Act when people are not advised 



           23    of what's going on through the plan.  And in that claims 



           24    act, we learned that we were hurt after the law was 



           25    passed.  My right to land has been abolished by it and 
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            1    hurt over that.  



            2              So this is the kind of action that for lack 



            3    of -- village meetings should be more often towards that 



            4    mining operation.  We are learning now that we have one 



            5    month to say some kind of a word towards that plan.  And 



            6    none of us know what the plan is.  We can't comment 



            7    without any knowledge of the mine operations.  



            8              So I have a friend here.  I just learned he's 



            9    from Crooked Creek, and he's got full knowledge of that 



           10    planned operation than I do.  And he's the one that's 



           11    going to benefit more from it because he's a member of The 



           12    Kuskokwim Corporation, the surface owner over there.  



           13    Calista Corporation has said nothing to us about its 



           14    initial authorization to go ahead and look around over 



           15    there 15 years ago.  



           16              I don't know what the mine is going to benefit 



           17    me as a Calista shareholder because Donlin, I am learning, 



           18    is a corporation worldwide, as you said at the beginning 



           19    of your meeting or presentation.  They are the ones that 



           20    are going to -- they are the ones that are going to take 



           21    the money away.  I do not know what Calista is going to 



           22    benefit from that.  I have no slightest idea what Calista 



           23    is going to benefit from it.  The Corps of Engineers is 



           24    going to allow that mining company to benefit themselves 



           25    rather than the region that needs to be benefit from the 
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            1    gold mine.  



            2              So those are the questions that are still not 



            3    answered through us.  The gold mine itself is not going to 



            4    come to me.  It's going to go to that company.  So are you 



            5    going to go ahead and approve a permit that doesn't 



            6    necessarily benefit the people that are from there?  The 



            7    only thing I hear is that the operation -- the mine will 



            8    operate 27 years or more with 6,000 employees annually.  



            9    They are the ones that are going to benefit from that 27 



           10    years.  



           11              My grandchild is in -- she's in her very early 



           12    20s now.  By the time that project is finished, she's 



           13    going to be 50 years old.  And I do not know what the 



           14    natural -- natural resources are going to be affected by 



           15    then.  



           16              The subsistence fishermen in the Kuskokwim 



           17    River, as the people know, are prohibited from taking fish 



           18    for their personal use.  And as you know, that a bunch of 



           19    people are being tried for taking the fish now.  And they 



           20    are going to be tried in April.  That's going to probably 



           21    worsen as that operation continues.  It would be like the 



           22    Yukon River.  The -- the runs are declining year after 



           23    year now, and so it is in Quinhagak and Platinum.  



           24              Our ocean out there, the Kuskokwim Bay is a 



           25    transportation route for all of that salmon going in, 
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            1    along with our own.  There is [indecipherable] in Goodnews 



            2    Bay.  If something bad happens up there, [indecipherable] 



            3    are going to be affected out there in the ocean trying to 



            4    come in.  



            5              I'm also learning from the newspaper clippings 



            6    that I have been looking at that Yukon Delta Wildlife 



            7    Refuge manager is saying that the salmon that goes out 



            8    through the bay spends maybe two years out close to the 



            9    shore before it goes out to the ocean to grow.  If that's 



           10    a true statement, that if this salmon is going to be 



           11    affected by this operation, that smolt, they call it, is 



           12    going to be heavily affected in those two years before it 



           13    goes out to the Pacific Ocean to grow.  



           14              So those are the concerns that we need to learn 



           15    more from.  We have a tribal council here; we have a city 



           16    council; and we have a corporation here that should do 



           17    some village meetings and inform us more, a little bit 



           18    more on those things.  One month is not a very long time.  



           19    And I'm also learning that there is another opening in 



           20    August of next year, I believe.  And so comment periods 



           21    are not very long.  



           22              I wish our responsible village organization can 



           23    get together and educate us a little more on the whole 



           24    fashion of Donlin Gold, Donlin Gold's operations.  



           25              Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I guess the 



            2    overriding concern I heard there is that you haven't had 



            3    enough opportunity to hear and learn about the project in 



            4    order to express your concerns about this project that's 



            5    going to have a large potential impact on the area, and 



            6    the benefits of that project may be limited to others -- 



            7    to a very limited number of people or groups.  So I 



            8    guess -- first of all, you know, the scoping meeting, 



            9    again, is why we are here trying to provide you with the 



           10    basic information of the project, trying to hear your 



           11    concerns.  It sounds like you feel you need more 



           12    information in order to make those concerns known to us.  



           13              So I guess probably, you know, the best thing is 



           14    to try to get it -- you know, get your comments and 



           15    information together to us by the end of the scoping 



           16    meeting -- I mean -- sorry -- the scoping period on March 



           17    29th.  If you feel you need other means to get information 



           18    to you, you can also, you know, request 



           19    government-to-government consultation.  And we could 



           20    discuss with you how we could, you know, maybe find a 



           21    better way to get information to you.  You know, if you 



           22    wanted to do that, you could contact me or Amanda Shearer, 



           23    who is our tribal liaison, and we will try to, you know, 



           24    figure out a way that you can be adequately represented 



           25    and get your comments in to us.  
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            1              If there is some measure or means that we can 



            2    take to get the information to you -- you know, we won't 



            3    need to move forward with the EIS process, so -- again, 



            4    March 29th is the end of the scoping period, but if you 



            5    want to, you know, contact us on a 



            6    government-to-government basis, we would be glad to do 



            7    that and discuss with you -- you know, explain in more 



            8    detail the EIS process and figure out a way to, you know, 



            9    get your concerns addressed, even if you can't get them to 



           10    us by March 29th.



           11                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  Thank you.  The 



           12    next --



           13                    MR. BRUNO:  Don, I need to hang up and go 



           14    to another meeting, but can you just make sure that you 



           15    give my information to anybody that needs it?  And I'll 



           16    get back with Willard on some of those -- and can you get 



           17    me his contact information?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Fine, Jeff.  I'll do 



           19    that.  I'll go ahead -- if anybody would like to get some 



           20    more information from the State, Jeff Bruno, he's going to 



           21    have to leave the line now, but contact -- get in touch 



           22    with me after the meeting and I'll get you his contact 



           23    information.  



           24                    MR. BRUNO:  And just real quick, if 



           25    somebody can take down my number to give them -- I didn't 
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            1    leave you with any cards.  It's (907) 269-7476.  And I 



            2    apologize.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Thanks, Jeff.  



            4                    MS. JACKI CLEVELAND:  What's his last 



            5    name?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  It's Bruno, B-R-U-N-O.  And 



            7    his number, if anybody wants to contact him directly, is 



            8    (907) 269-7476.  



            9                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  I would like to 



           10    make a last comment, that human impact is not much heard 



           11    of in this project.  And information is brought forth.  



           12    Once the mine begins to operate, there is going to be a 



           13    lot of people working up there, as we learned.  The laws 



           14    are not written to control the human impact.  We have no 



           15    laws to control that.  I don't know.  Maybe I'm saying it 



           16    wrong.  I don't know.  But for those of us that have 



           17    watched the human reactions over time, anytime most of us 



           18    see money, we want to spend it the wrong way.  Thus, we 



           19    have no control over that.  There is no -- there won't be 



           20    any laws over that potential problem.  



           21              So what will be the human impacts of that 



           22    employment around our region?  A lot of us are saying now 



           23    that, you know, there are a lot of people, as we know, 



           24    that are unemployed, and families are hurting, especially 



           25    trying to live a White Man way of life.  We are trying to 
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            1    transition to your way of life and going away from the way 



            2    we have been living in the past.  So that's still our 



            3    concern because most villages have less than 50 percent 



            4    employment in their village.  Way less than that.  



            5              And a lot of us are dependent on our 



            6    grandchildren now for taking subsistence resources from 



            7    out there.  We are thankful for that, how they have been 



            8    treating us of the things that we used to eat.  We do not 



            9    know that the acid will have effect in places as 



           10    Quinhagak, so far away from the mining site.  I do not 



           11    know if acid has a capacity to float over the air and 



           12    impact our village here.  I don't know if the mercury does 



           13    that.  



           14              Those are a lot of unknowns that we are not 



           15    knowledgeable of, even though they are mentioned in 



           16    your -- in Donlin's statements.  We do not know what those 



           17    impacts are going to affect our resources out there.  So 



           18    time is running out.  



           19              Like I said, you know, AVCP has endorsed that 



           20    operation without even telling us why they did that.  



           21    Thank you.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks for your 



           23    comments.  And you know, one thing you mentioned was the 



           24    human impacts, and that is what Jeff Bruno who just signed 



           25    off here is -- you know, the State is going to be 
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            1    preparing an extensive health impact assessment that will 



            2    look at all those -- a lot of those impacts that you are 



            3    talking about.  So that will be looked at in detail.  And 



            4    that's, again, the purpose of an EIS is to look at what 



            5    those impacts are and see how we can avoid them.  So thank 



            6    you.  



            7              And again, also I'll mention, too, you said 



            8    you -- a lot of information -- I should have mentioned 



            9    again the website.  We are trying to put as much 



           10    information on the website as possible, not just in 



           11    technical documents, but in a way -- you know, to 



           12    summarize it in a way that the average person can 



           13    understand.  So I encourage you, you know, if you have 



           14    Internet access, to go to the website at donlingoldeis and 



           15    take a look at all the information there.  And if you 



           16    need -- again, if you need additional information or feel 



           17    like you haven't had a chance to, you know, get your -- 



           18    you find enough information about it and get -- have a 



           19    chance to get those comments to us, you know, contact 



           20    either Amanda Shearer or myself.  Thank you.  



           21              Do we have any other questions?



           22                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Are you recording or 



           23    taking notes of this meeting?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  We have a court recorder 



           25    here.  She's taking down every word that's being said, and 
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            1    it will be part of the record.



            2                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  I'll be glad to read 



            3    it in the EIS.  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  The transcripts will 



            5    eventually be on the website.  There will be a summary.  



            6    Taylor, how soon are the summaries being put out?  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  About a week.



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  About a week from today there 



            9    should be a summary of today's meeting.  And eventually 



           10    the final transcripts will be available, as well.  Any -- 



           11    does that answer your question?



           12                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Will the access 



           13    road to the mine be gravel?  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  I expect that it will.  I'm 



           15    not -- you know, I don't know the final design of it, but 



           16    I imagine it will be a gravel road, and it will probably 



           17    be limited to access for mining purposes.



           18                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  That would be 



           19    included in the EIS request, to make it a paved road.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  You would like it to be a 



           21    paved road; is that what you are saying?



           22                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Paved road, yes.  



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  An alternative to be 



           24    considered.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, that would be an 
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            1    alternative that could be considered as part of the EIS 



            2    process.  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, we are going to need 



            4    to wrap up.  Okay.  We are running out of time.  We have a 



            5    charter plane that we are going to have to catch.  Do we 



            6    have time for one last question?  We will take one last 



            7    question.  



            8                    MS. JACKIE CLEVELAND:   So after Mark 



            9    Moyle's statement about the wetland birds getting affected 



           10    by the mercury, lead and arsenic, that's one way I could 



           11    see human impact here spreading because, I mean, I'm not a 



           12    bird expert, but we all know that they migrate this way 



           13    from south.  And if they were to be exposed to the 



           14    mercury, lead, arsenic and those -- and in the bodies of 



           15    water near the project, that could be one way it could get 



           16    to us under human impact.  And are there going to be 



           17    studies on that?  



           18              And another question is:  Is it true that if or 



           19    when the project is finished, is it going to be the 



           20    largest open pit mine in the nation?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Regarding the birds and 



           22    wildlife being exposed to mercury, yes, that will be 



           23    looked at, you know, the potential for that to occur and 



           24    how that can be avoided.  I guess the migration patterns 



           25    and that, that's a good comment that, you know, now that 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        75







            1    you have made that comment, we can certainly be sure that 



            2    it's addressed in the EIS.  



            3              And as far as the size of the mine, it's -- I 



            4    don't believe it would be the largest, but it probably 



            5    would be one of the largest mines in the nation, yes.  



            6    Thank you.  



            7              Okay.  I think we are going to have to finish 



            8    here.  We will be here wrapping up and cleaning up for a 



            9    little bit, so if anybody has any specific questions, we 



           10    will be available to answer your questions.  If anybody 



           11    wants Jeff Bruno's contact information, or EPA's office is 



           12    on the line, if they would like their contact information, 



           13    please see me.  And again, there is lots of information on 



           14    the website at donlingoldeis.com.  And feel free to 



           15    contact me either by phone or by e-mail.  Thank you.  



           16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And I think we would like 



           17    to thank everybody for making the effort to come this 



           18    afternoon.  We would very much like to thank John Mark for 



           19    his translating and for all of the folks who put the 



           20    facility together for us.  I think it was a really helpful 



           21    meeting.  We had a lot to learn from the comments.  So 



           22    thank you, and we will come see you again soon.  



           23               (Proceedings adjourned at 4:00 p.m.)



           24               



           25               
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2               (Invocation offered by Joshua Cleveland.)

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to

  4    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project

  5    environmental impact statement, commonly referred to as an

  6    EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of

  7    Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also

  8    here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the

  9    contractor assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS, and

 10    they are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  They will be

 11    helping me with the presentation today.  We also have a

 12    court recorder here with us, Mary Vavrik, who will prepare

 13    a transcript of the meeting for the record.

 14              Here is the agenda for today.  This is to

 15    provide you with an idea of the topics that we will cover.

 16    We will talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then

 17    the EIS project milestones.  Then we want to provide a

 18    basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed

 19    it.  Then we will summarize a few issues as a way of

 20    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,

 21    and we will tell you how to do that.

 22              Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If

 23    you do have any questions or comments, please state your

 24    name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the

 25    meeting.  We also have time after the presentation for
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  1    questions and statements that you may wish to make.

  2              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a

  3    mine project that will require federal and State permits.

  4    In order to comply with the National Environmental Policy

  5    Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the impacts

  6    of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a proponent

  7    nor an opponent of the project.  It is Donlin Gold's

  8    project.  And the EIS will be used to make permit

  9    decisions by the Corps and other agencies, and the scoping

 10    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.

 11              Scoping meetings can also fulfill public

 12    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources

 13    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the

 14    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes

 15    through government-to-government consultation.

 16              This map gives an orientation to the project

 17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

 18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and

 19    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area with

 20    little development to date and no existing roads to the

 21    region.  The map shows that existing transportation and

 22    energy infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in

 23    Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all

 24    new infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It

 25    would all be subject to permitting before the project
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  1    could proceed.

  2              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

  3    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

  4    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west

  5    coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch

  6    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then again to

  7    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to

  8    Bethel for transfer to river barges.

  9                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  You are both

 10    covering each other.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry?

 12                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  He's

 13    covering you.  You're covering him.  The noise; we cannot

 14    understand you.  The translating is overlapping.

 15                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Your

 16    translator is covering you, and we can't hear you.

 17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let's try this:  I

 18    think the microphone will be here in just a minute, but

 19    let's try this.  Don, if you speak first and then, John,

 20    if you could translate following, just by a second.  Wait

 21    till he finishes one slide and then translate that slide.

 22    And then when we get the microphones, I think we can get

 23    everything going properly.  Shall we try that?

 24                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  And speak a

 25    little louder.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Should I go through the

  2    beginning of this slide again?  I'll start at the

  3    beginning of this slide.  This map gives an idea of the

  4    logistics and supply links for the proposed mine.

  5    Transportation logistics for the mine include fuel and

  6    cargo from west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be

  7    transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to

  8    barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo

  9    supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river

 10    barges.  Fuel and supplies would then be barged upriver

 11    and be off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk, and a

 12    new pipeline from Cook Inlet would bring in natural gas.

 13               (Translated into Yup'ik.)

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  Now we are going to turn to

 15    the EIS process, and we will start with why an EIS is

 16    prepared in the first place.

 17              Can people hear me okay with this?

 18                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Your mike

 19    isn't working.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  How is that?  The same?

 21              National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,

 22    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

 23    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this

 24    case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits

 25    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
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  1    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits

  2    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to

  3    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed

  4    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

  5    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies

  6    to make their permit decisions.

  7              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is

  8    also required to complete a public interest review and an

  9    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,

 10    which requires that we select the least environmentally

 11    damaging practicable alternative.  And we will incorporate

 12    the information necessary for these analyses into the

 13    EIS --

 14               (Translated into Yup'ik.)

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  This slide shows how many

 16    agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work

 17    together on the EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected

 18    based on their permitting responsibilities for special

 19    expertise.  As I said previously, the EIS will be used by

 20    the agencies to aid their permitting decisions.  It will

 21    not, however, replace their normal permitting authorities

 22    and processes.

 23              We have two of our cooperating agencies

 24    participating by teleconference today, and I'd like to

 25    invite them to introduce themselves and say a few words
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  1    about their agencies in the EIS process.  The first one is

  2    Tami Fordam with EPA.  Tami, would you like to say a few

  3    words?

  4                    MS. FORDHAM:  Yes, yeah.  I'm sorry that I

  5    can't be there.  I've had the opportunity of being in

  6    Quinhagak before and was with the group when they tried to

  7    make it out a couple of weeks ago.  So I apologize that

  8    I'm not there with you today, but I am on the phone.

  9              I'm sitting in our Anchorage EPA office, and EPA

 10    is a federal agency, and we are a cooperating agency for

 11    the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact statement.

 12    We do not have federal permits to issue for this project.

 13    However, we are a cooperating agency to assist the Army

 14    Corps of Engineers in developing an EIS that addresses

 15    regulatory requirements and standards for clean air and

 16    clean water, oil and chemical spill planning and response,

 17    and the National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA.

 18              We have oversight responsibilities for State

 19    issued air and wastewater permits.  And stop me anytime if

 20    you need to do that.  And EPA has a regional mining team

 21    with special expertise in areas such as air modeling,

 22    water quality and wetlands, geochemistry, environmental

 23    justice, traditional knowledge and tribal consultation.

 24    And separate from our role as a cooperating agency, EPA

 25    has an independent authority to review and comment on
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  1    other federal agencies' EIS documents.  Our written

  2    comments will advise the Army Corps of Engineers on how to

  3    make improvements to the EIS.

  4              And we look forward to hearing from you

  5    regarding your concerns about this project.  And thank you

  6    for allowing me to participate by phone today.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Tami.  We also

  8    have Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska on the line.  And

  9    I'll give him a few minutes here, as well.  Jeff.

 10                    MR. BRUNO:  Yes.  I'm Jeff Bruno with the

 11    State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources.  I also

 12    apologize for not being there in person.  Due to the

 13    reschedule, I had a conflict.

 14              So the State has agreed to be a cooperating

 15    agency.  And what that means is that we will dedicate

 16    staff, resources and expertise to the Corps and URS to

 17    help develop a thorough and complete EIS.  Mainly the

 18    State will be represented by the Department of Fish & Game

 19    and the Department of Environmental Conservation.

 20              But additionally, the Department of Health and

 21    Social Services is developing a health impact assessment,

 22    often referred to as an HIA.  This will be included in the

 23    EIS.  And what this does is this assesses the impacts and

 24    analyzes the impacts on the human environment and the

 25    human health of the proposed project.  That is a very
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  1    important part, and the Corps has requested that the State

  2    complete this, so we are underway with that.  And also

  3    additionally, we are doing that with the help of YKHC for

  4    regional and local knowledge.

  5              Additionally, as you will see later in the

  6    presentation, the State has a lot of permits that will be

  7    done outside of this process.  So as Don said earlier,

  8    this doesn't satisfy the State's requirements for

  9    permitting.  So there will be a large permitting effort

 10    for the State if this project is to move forward.  And

 11    that will happen at a later date; but for the time being,

 12    the State is dedicating lots of resources to help make a

 13    complete and thorough EIS and assist the Corps and URS.

 14              And again, I apologize for not being there in

 15    person.  So thank you for the opportunity to speak on the

 16    phone.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff.  Donlin

 18    Gold Project will require many federal permits and

 19    consultations, and this slide provides several examples.

 20    I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the

 21    rest.  Since the project will place fill in wetlands and

 22    other waters of the United States, the Corps will need to

 23    make section 404 permit decisions as to whether to

 24    authorize the fill.  And since a portion of the project

 25    pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate
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  1    a right-of-way application.  You can find a more

  2    comprehensive list of the required permits in the Donlin

  3    Gold permit application on the project website.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, here is a question.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We have a question?

  6                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Yeah.  I think

  7    it would be better if he translates at the same time with

  8    when you are speaking.  It would be better for us to more

  9    understand it from yours.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  You would like him to --

 11                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Like he's

 12    translating right now by the earphones, but if it's

 13    possible if you can use the loudspeaker at the same time.

 14                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Have you

 15    work together, talk together while you have your

 16    microphone and he's talking.  (Speaking in Yup'ik.)

 17                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  (Speaking in

 18    Yup'ik.)

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So, the question from our

 20    friend is whether we can have Don make a presentation in

 21    an English slide and then immediately after have John

 22    speak on the microphone, as well as over the radio

 23    earphones, one followed by the other.  Does that -- is

 24    that what people would like to see?

 25                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I think what they are

00012

  1    trying to get at is they want simultaneous translation.

  2    As Don is presenting, John is translating in sync.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.  Let's try that

  4    for a few slides and then check.

  5                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  What you ran into

  6    earlier was one was over -- louder than the other.

  7                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Like now

  8    since he has the mike, it should be okay.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Okay.  Let's try that

 10    again, then.  John, I think we will go back to

 11    simultaneous translation with Don having the louder voice

 12    because of the microphone and then you having the

 13    earphones.

 14                    MR. JOHN MARK:  Okay.

 15                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  With that translation

 16    system that you have there, can you adjust the volume

 17    where the recipient can hear as John is speaking, but in a

 18    much quieter voice?

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yeah.  So each of these on

 20    the top where the green light is, you can turn it up.

 21                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  So if John is

 22    speaking quietly while Don is speaking louder, maybe it

 23    would eliminate the problem.  And then the folks that have

 24    the headsets can just turn up the volume.  Maybe that will

 25    work.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think we are going to

  2    try a few more slides with simultaneous translation, and

  3    we will see how this is working.

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  The Donlin Gold Project will

  5    require many federal permits and consultations, and this

  6    slide provides several examples.  I'll highlight two of

  7    these and invite you to read the rest.  Since the project

  8    will place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United

  9    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit

 10    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill.  Since a

 11    portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM

 12    will need to evaluate a right-of-way application.  You can

 13    find a more comprehensive list of required permits in the

 14    Donlin Gold permit application on the project website at

 15    donlingoldeis.com.

 16              As this slide shows, there are also many permits

 17    required from the State of Alaska.  For example, over 56

 18    percent of the pipeline would be installed on State lands,

 19    so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a

 20    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental

 21    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and

 22    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game

 23    has permitting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.

 24              The Corps will consult with the State Historic

 25    Preservation Officer to protect cultural and historic
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  1    resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list could be

  2    found on the project website.  So this overview of permits

  3    shows why the various federal and State agencies are

  4    involved in the EIS.  And we will now turn to the

  5    milestones of an EIS.

  6              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in

  7    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six

  8    major steps that will be taken from now until November of

  9    2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal

 10    Register on December 14, 2012 initiating the EIS.  The

 11    scoping also began on that date and continues through

 12    March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public meetings

 13    and other methods to provide information and gather

 14    comments, and that's why we are here today.

 15              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and

 16    cooperating agencies using information from the scoping

 17    process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus

 18    additional studies that they deem necessary, to produce

 19    the draft EIS, which is estimated to be completed by

 20    August of 2014.  And I'd like to note that that's just an

 21    estimated date, and the date could possibly shift.

 22              Once the draft EIS has been completed, there

 23    will be an opportunity for public review of the draft, and

 24    that will occur from August to November 2014.  Again,

 25    that's the estimated time frame.  And you will be able to
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  1    see how your comments from the scoping period were

  2    addressed in the draft.  And then there will be -- there

  3    will also be another round of public meetings and

  4    opportunities to submit comments on the draft during that

  5    period of August through November 2014.

  6              The draft EIS and the comments received during

  7    the review period will be used to prepare the final EIS,

  8    which is estimated to be completed by October 2015.  And

  9    the final EIS will then be used by the various agencies to

 10    prepare the Records of Decision.  Each agency will prepare

 11    its own Record of Decision on whether or not to issue the

 12    permits or under what conditions those permits will be

 13    issued.  And the Records of Decision are expected to be

 14    completed by November of 2015.

 15              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles in

 16    this slide.  They refer to the public involvement

 17    opportunities.  The first one is the scoping period that

 18    we are in right now.  The second one is the draft EIS

 19    comment review period.  Those are the best opportunities

 20    to provide -- for you to provide input and make sure that

 21    your concerns are heard.

 22              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 23    information and to listen to residents in the affected

 24    region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The

 25    first is to provide information about EIS milestones --
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  1    and we discussed this in the previous slide -- to give you

  2    an idea of the time frame involved.

  3              The second is to share information about the

  4    proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our

  5    presentation.  Information is also available on the

  6    website and in the newsletters that have been mailed out

  7    to the households in the region.

  8              The last two purposes are identify issues and

  9    concerns to examine in the EIS and section 106 process,

 10    and to identify useful information from communities.  We

 11    are counting on you to help us with these.  We would like

 12    to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS

 13    and if you have any information that we could use to make

 14    informed decisions.

 15              This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.

 16    The plan was to start with the villages nearest the

 17    project and then move in the -- move to the lower

 18    Kuskokwim River and then travel to the Bering Sea coast

 19    and the lower Yukon and then finish with the middle Yukon

 20    and the upper Kuskokwim.  There has been some changes

 21    because of problems with weather and getting in to a

 22    couple of the communities, so this is the schedule that

 23    we -- that has evolved, and it's the way we plan to finish

 24    up.

 25              In January we went to Crooked Creek, Aniak,
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  1    Bethel and Anchorage.  In February we went to Nunapitchuk,

  2    Akiak, McGrath.  We are in Quinhagak today.  We were in

  3    Toksook Bay yesterday and Hooper Bay on Tuesday.  In March

  4    we plan to go to Emmonak, St. Mary's, Holy Cross and

  5    Kongiganak.

  6              This map is busy, but the color scheme

  7    represents the many subregions of the project area and

  8    helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For

  9    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

 10    villages which are nearest to the proposed project.  And

 11    in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek

 12    because it was the closest community to the project, the

 13    mine site itself, and also in Aniak because it's the

 14    subregional hub.  And for the other subregions our meeting

 15    locations were chosen because they were subregional hubs.

 16              We will now move on to a summary of the mining

 17    project prepared by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is

 18    Donlin Gold's project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps

 19    and other cooperating agencies in order to make permitting

 20    decisions.

 21              Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two

 22    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and

 23    NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands

 24    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista

 25    Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim
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  1    Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, this is

  2    a very large project.  It's expected to produce

  3    approximately 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a

  4    27-and-a-half-year life span of the mine, during which it

  5    will process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

  6              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would

  7    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

  8    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK

  9    Delta.  This area is home to 66 communities that might be

 10    affected by the project.  For many communities the project

 11    might affect lands and resources that are used for

 12    subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The project

 13    will face an extensive set of legal requirements with many

 14    permits required and many agencies involved.

 15              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows

 16    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has

 17    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies

 18    for 16 years prior to submitting their permitting

 19    applications.  We are now starting the three-year

 20    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the

 21    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,

 22    the agencies will decide to issue or deny their permits.

 23    If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with

 24    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27

 25    and a half years of operations.
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  1              And at the conclusion of the active life of the

  2    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and

  3    reclamation.  This would include decommissioning the mill

  4    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste

  5    treatment or tailings storage facility and also the waste

  6    rock storage facilities.  The land would be recontoured,

  7    and native vegetation would be planted.

  8              We turn now to the major components of the

  9    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.

 10    The pipeline would be buried.  It would not be up on

 11    supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  It would be

 12    cold.  It would not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight

 13    major rivers, the pipeline would be installed below the

 14    riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as

 15    shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  For

 16    example, this HDD technique would be used to cross the

 17    Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.

 18              The image of the block valve on the right-hand

 19    side of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way

 20    would not be fenced off, so it would not block access to

 21    subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed

 22    every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring

 23    and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process

 24    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The

 25    design would allow access, but after construction, no
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  1    improved access for vehicles and no bridges at water

  2    crossings.

  3              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

  4    at Beluga on the northwest side of Cook Inlet.  From there

  5    it would cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west

  6    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim

  7    River Valley and continue west of the mine site near

  8    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent

  9    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native

 10    corporation lands.

 11              Note the blue segment near the middle of the

 12    route.  This is an alternative pipeline corridor segment

 13    that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.

 14    It would separate from the originally proposed alignment

 15    at milepost 105 and rejoin the alignment at milepost 150.

 16    Donlin Gold recently notified the Corps that this

 17    alternative is under consideration and will be examined

 18    during geotechnical investigations this coming summer.

 19              This slide shows the project components at the

 20    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.

 21    Number one on the slide is the open pit, which would

 22    eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long,

 23    one mile wide and 1,850 feet deep at the end of the

 24    mine -- towards the end of the mine life.

 25              Number two on the slide is the tailings
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  1    impoundment, technically referred to as the waste

  2    treatment facility.  And it would cover 2,350 acres, or

  3    about three and a half square miles.  Tailings refer to

  4    the powder-like material that is left after the gold has

  5    been removed from the mill.

  6              Number three is the waste rock facility, which

  7    would cover about 2,300 acres, and this is -- the waste

  8    rock is the rock that is removed to get to the

  9    gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the

 10    mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

 11              This is an overview of the major transportation

 12    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port

 13    facilities in Bethel for transferring of fuel and cargo to

 14    the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near

 15    Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were

 16    barged upriver.  And from Jungjuk they would be trucked to

 17    the mine site by way of a 30-mile road.  There would also

 18    be a new 5,000-foot runway constructed near the mine site,

 19    and there would be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage

 20    facility at the mine site.

 21              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

 22    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

 23    1,500 feet back from the bank, for a total of 26 acres.

 24    The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on

 25    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.
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  1    The fuel barges would be double-hulled.

  2              The navigation season would average 110 days per

  3    year.  And there would be about three barge tow passings

  4    per day, meaning that if you were standing on the

  5    riverbank, at any point you could expect to see two going

  6    up and one down or maybe one up and two down, but a total

  7    of three per day going up or down.  And each barge tow

  8    would have four barges.  There would be an average of 64

  9    barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges

 10    would carry 550 tons each, and the fuel barges would carry

 11    173,000 gallons each.

 12              And note that the shipping season, barge tow

 13    frequency, and the number of barge loads would be roughly

 14    the same both during construction of the project and

 15    during operations of the project.

 16              Additional infrastructure includes a

 17    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

 18    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes

 19    some smaller remote camps for pipeline construction, as

 20    well.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds, and it

 21    would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees.  They

 22    would be working shifts, meaning that only about half of

 23    the total workforce would be on site at any given time.

 24              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping

 25    meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we
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  1    will turn to several slides with examples of these issues

  2    and concerns.

  3              One major area is water resources.  The project

  4    is designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted

  5    water, but there can still be some concerns.  Some

  6    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other

  7    surface waters would be diverted away from and around the

  8    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to

  9    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as

 10    part of the mining process, and it could affect base flows

 11    of the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out

 12    of the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and

 13    again could affect the nearby streams.

 14              And some of the rock, when exposed to the

 15    elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste

 16    rock, tailings, and all runoff would have to be carefully

 17    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine

 18    site.

 19              Air quality is also important, and this slide

 20    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several

 21    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

 22    mining vehicles.  There would be a 227-megawatt power

 23    plant.  And dust created by removing and processing the

 24    overburden, waste rock and ore would also produce

 25    emissions.
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  1              Climate change is a growing concern and will

  2    need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons

  3    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several

  4    areas.  Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury,

  5    could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury

  6    stack emissions could occur during the milling process,

  7    and any mercury co-product would require careful storage

  8    and transport.  Also, given the large amounts of fuel and

  9    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures

 10    and good response plans will be crucial to preventing

 11    spills.  Other major issues and concerns include wetlands

 12    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

 13    subsistence and traditional land use.

 14              The proposed project would affect a total of

 15    16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at

 16    the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000

 17    acres are located along the pipeline route.  These areas

 18    would be impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation

 19    removal or other disturbances.  6,900 acres of these are

 20    wetlands.  There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss

 21    or reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300

 22    acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of

 23    individual animals.

 24              We have already discussed barge traffic and

 25    noted that there would be a substantial increase, and
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  1    subsistence and traditional land uses would also be

  2    affected by the loss of lands due to development.

  3              Here are some more examples of issues and

  4    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,

  5    cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge

  6    new workforce in the area, 3,000 during construction and

  7    1,400 permanently.  This could bring new employment and

  8    income, but also many effects on community life and human

  9    health.  Historical and archeological sites and

 10    traditional cultural properties that exist in the area

 11    might be disturbed or destroyed.  Recreational and visual

 12    resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be affected

 13    by new structures and mining operations.

 14              To conclude, we know that the proposed project

 15    and the land and resources are important to you, and we

 16    would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get

 17    involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing an

 18    important part by being here today and participating in

 19    the scoping meeting.  You can find more information and

 20    submit a comment form through our project website,

 21    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  That's

 22    my direct phone number and my e-mail address on the slide.

 23              For tribal matters you can contact the Corps of

 24    Engineers tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone

 25    number and e-mail address are also on the slide.
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  1              Amanda and I have had two teleconferences so far

  2    to discuss cooperating agency status or

  3    government-to-government consultation for the project, and

  4    we plan to have more.  Tribal governments have the

  5    opportunity to enter into government-to-government

  6    consultation, which is a separate process from cooperating

  7    agency status and the EIS process.

  8              We would now like to hear your questions and

  9    comments.  And we will see if there are any questions

 10    first, and then if anybody has any written or prepared

 11    comments, we will take those.

 12              And here are some ideas about the types of

 13    comments that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are

 14    looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed

 15    in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and

 16    effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you

 17    have on alternatives, and we would like to find out about

 18    any important information available in your community.  So

 19    we will go to questions.

 20                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  Can you go back one

 21    slide, please, so we can get your e-mail address?

 22                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Hello.  Peter

 23    Williams from Quinhagak.  What's a ton, unit of

 24    measurement, a ton?

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  A ton is 2,000 pounds.
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  1                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  How many ounces?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  How many ounces?  That would

  3    be 2,000 pounds, times 16 ounces per pound.

  4                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Are you good at math?

  5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Are you good at math?  Can

  6    you do the math?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  2,000 times 16 would be 32,000

  8    ounces.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  32,000 ounces.

 10                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  What about the Native

 11    perspective on [inaudible].

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question was:  What

 13    about the Native perspective on the environmental issues

 14    and not just the State perspectives or the federal

 15    perspectives?

 16                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  It will probably only

 17    get one paragraph like the last time in the Togiak

 18    National Wildlife EIS.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So his comment was that

 20    the Native perspective might only get one paragraph like

 21    the last time in the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge

 22    document.

 23                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Yeah.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Okay.  Let's ask Don for a

 25    response.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we -- you know, we

  2    invite input from any Native groups or tribes and, in

  3    fact, that's why we have the government-to-government

  4    consultation process, which is a separate process from the

  5    EIS.  So any tribe that has concerns and would like to

  6    make sure that they are adequately represented in the

  7    process can contact us.  We also have invited them to

  8    participate as cooperating agencies.  That's a much more

  9    rigorous -- or requires much more involvement.  But those

 10    are the two opportunities that tribes have to be involved

 11    to make sure that their concerns are adequately addressed

 12    in the process.  So we definitely want to have much more

 13    than one paragraph in the EIS.

 14              And we have four tribes that are participating

 15    as cooperating agencies.  As I said, we had two

 16    teleconferences to discuss government-to-government

 17    consultation and being a cooperating agency.  So I

 18    encourage you to contact myself or Amanda Shearer if

 19    you -- you know, to discuss how you can be sure that you

 20    are adequately represented or your concerns are

 21    represented in the EIS.

 22                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Will that be written

 23    comments by the local people?

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question was whether

 25    there are written comments by the local people, if those
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  1    would be reflected in the EIS.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, that's the purpose of

  3    the scoping meeting here today is to invite both verbal

  4    and written comments.  There is a number of ways to do

  5    that.  And any comments that we receive during the scoping

  6    period, which ends on March 29th -- any comments received

  7    by then will be addressed in the EIS in writing, yes.

  8                    MS. LUCY SMALL:  I've got a question on

  9    your underground pipeline that you just mentioned.  How is

 10    this going to be affecting the rivers, you know, meaning

 11    the fish and the wildlife around it?  And then, you know,

 12    what happens in a major earthquake or a broken line

 13    underground crossing the rivers?

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  The major river crossings

 15    would be by horizontal directional drilling, which would

 16    be totally beneath the riverbed.  So there would not be

 17    any above -- you know, there would be no crossings that

 18    would affect fish.  The other crossings on the smaller

 19    streams would be done in a number of different ways, but

 20    they would all require a State habitat permit from the

 21    Department of Fish & Game to make sure that fish were

 22    adequately protected.

 23              And as far as earthquake, the pipeline would

 24    cross two fault areas, and in those areas it would be

 25    elevated aboveground similar to the Alaska pipeline where
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  1    it would be constructed so that it could, you know, allow

  2    movement so that it would not be damaged during -- you

  3    know, if there was ground movements, it could be able to

  4    move on its supports so that the pipeline itself would not

  5    be damaged.  Does that answer your question?

  6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, so maybe to reframe

  7    your questions as scoping comments, I think one question

  8    would be to ensure that the pipeline design would avoid

  9    any spills or to analyze the effects of any spills on the

 10    waters or on the resources.  And then the second one on

 11    seismic risk, to look carefully at what earthquake risk

 12    might be for the pipeline and for other parts of the

 13    mining project.  Those would be scoping questions to be

 14    addressed in the EIS.

 15                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  My name is Willard

 16    Church.  Maybe this question is for the State guy that's

 17    on the phone.  This is in regards to the HIA, human impact

 18    assessment.  I know we were pushing for that for years to

 19    try to get it included in the EIS and --

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  I want to make sure that Jeff

 21    can hear you.  Jeff, are you able --

 22                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm listening.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Great.

 24                    MR. BRUNO:  Yep.

 25                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Okay.  Some of us out
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  1    here in rural Alaska that were involved in the IGAP

  2    program funded under EPA had been -- had an opportunity to

  3    attend a lot of the conferences and training regarding

  4    mining in Alaska.  And one of the areas of concern at that

  5    time was making sure that an HIA would be included in the

  6    EIS process, which would address the human impact of

  7    mining operations on the population working on site and in

  8    the communities that are adjacent to the mining footprint

  9    area.  When did the State decide to include the HIA in the

 10    EIS?  That would be my first question.

 11                    MR. BRUNO:  Don, can you repeat the

 12    question?  I think I caught most of it, but --

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Willard described his

 14    background as an IGAP staffer helping to urge careful

 15    attention to human impacts at the mine site or in adjacent

 16    areas.  And his first question was when did the State

 17    decide to conduct a health impact assessment as part of

 18    this -- as part of this EIS.

 19                    MR. BRUNO:  The health -- Department of

 20    Health and Social Services a couple years back pretty much

 21    developed what they are calling their HIA program, and

 22    it's a fairly new program.  As far as Donlin specifically,

 23    they started collecting data about a year back for their

 24    baseline data, maybe even a little further back.  It's a

 25    fairly new program, but within the last two to three years
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  1    the State has really been pushing to include HIAs in large

  2    EIS projects.  So it's fairly new, but they have done

  3    several for several large projects now.

  4                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Another concern at

  5    the time when we were pushing the HIAs was to make sure

  6    that it had some meat on the bones and it wasn't just an

  7    assessment that would just briefly address the human

  8    impact issues that we were concerned about at that time.

  9    I'd be really curious of what the HIA would be consisting

 10    of, what categories and what areas that it would be

 11    addressing with human impacts.  And one thing that we had

 12    discussed during some of the processes that I had attended

 13    was whether or not this would just be applied to staff and

 14    the workforce on site or would it be something that would

 15    be overlapping into the adjacent communities that are near

 16    the mining footprint.  I'd like to get that question

 17    answered.

 18                    MR. BRUNO:  As far as the specific

 19    categories that it will cover, I can -- I'm with

 20    Department of Natural Resources, but I work closely with

 21    them, so I think the Department of Health and Social

 22    Services can better answer that.  But what I can tell you

 23    is they are definitely not just assessing the workers at

 24    the mine site.  They are trying to pick any community

 25    that's impacted and describe the impacts from this
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  1    project, whether it be on the pipeline or along the mine

  2    site all the way from the transportation corridors and how

  3    that could affect those communities, also.  It will be

  4    included in the draft EIS so people will have a chance to

  5    see it and comment on it.

  6              Currently they are at a baseline data collection

  7    stage right now in developing the HIA here in the very

  8    near future once they feel comfortable that they have

  9    collected all the available information.  But the idea is

 10    to make sure that they assess the impacts to the

 11    communities, not just the workers.

 12                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Okay.  I've got a

 13    couple here.

 14                    MS. FORDHAM:  Jeff, do you have the

 15    communities that are currently included in the HIA?  That

 16    might be helpful.

 17                    MR. BRUNO:  I can get that list.

 18                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I have a couple more

 19    questions here.  Yeah.  Looking at the project summary,

 20    the book that was mailed out about a month or so ago, page

 21    21, managing mercury, there has been two concerns that

 22    I've had over the years once this project was proposed,

 23    and that was how mercury was going to be managed, and also

 24    cyanide management.  You know, a third one would be ARDS

 25    rock drainage.  I haven't found out where the captured
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  1    mercury is going to be shipped off to.  You know, you

  2    identified a federally regulated facility, but to date I

  3    haven't heard where in the U.S. it's going to be shipped

  4    to.  No one seems to have an answer to that question.

  5    Where is the federally regulated facility located?  Is it

  6    a military facility that manages mercury, or is it

  7    civilian?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  All I can say is I don't have

  9    the answer to that at this point.  I'm not sure if it's

 10    been identified.  It would have to comply with all

 11    regulatory requirements, but beyond that, I'm not sure.

 12    Taylor, do you know if that was included -- I don't

 13    believe that's been included yet in the information

 14    submitted.

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The purpose of the scoping

 16    meeting is to make note of that question and to see if we

 17    can provide a specific answer by the time of the draft

 18    EIS --

 19                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  And I think Lucy

 20    brought up something that can be also identified as a

 21    concern.  You know, with the recent seismic activity

 22    occurring out here in Southwest Alaska with the little

 23    tremor that occurred six days ago -- I think it was 4.8,

 24    about eight miles from -- toward the southeast side near

 25    the Kuskokwim River, I know the facility is designed to be
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  1    able to handle, I believe, 7.8 magnitude.  Are there any

  2    documented tremors or earthquakes that have gone beyond

  3    the maximum allowed for the mine site?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not familiar with

  5    the criteria that has been established to, you know,

  6    develop the -- you know, for engineering the mine, the

  7    tailings dam and other facilities, including the pipeline,

  8    but again, that's -- you know, as Taylor said, this is a

  9    scoping meeting, and that's a good question to bring up.

 10    And the way the process works is we will take the

 11    information that's -- the plans and proposals and the

 12    designs that have been submitted by Donlin Gold, they will

 13    be analyzed by the URS team and they will evaluate the

 14    design, determine if any additional information or studies

 15    are necessary, and that will be used to develop the draft

 16    EIS.  And there will be an opportunity to comment on that.

 17    But again, I don't have the specific answers to that, but

 18    that's the purpose that we are here.

 19                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Okay.  One more.

 20    Being familiar with the IGAP and EPA and some of the

 21    monitoring programs that have been funded under those

 22    funding sources, I know back when I was involved, we were

 23    emphasizing water quality and air quality monitoring.  You

 24    know, with prevailing winds and constant winds out here,

 25    we were concerned at the time with prevailing winds that
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  1    any, you know, dust that would get up into the airstream

  2    would eventually be dropped, you know, through raindrops

  3    and snow and so forth along that airstream.  And we wanted

  4    to really focus on making sure that anyone involved would

  5    really do a lot of extensive monitoring of the water and

  6    the air quality because of prevailing winds.  And also all

  7    water flows downstream.  And, you know, we are part of

  8    that.

  9              So I think there needs to be a real strong

 10    emphasis and focus on ongoing and long-term monitoring of

 11    those air and water quality.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a good -- good scoping

 13    comments and we will consider that during -- you know, as

 14    the draft is prepared to make sure that those issues are

 15    adequately addressed.  Thank you.

 16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, this might be a

 17    moment to say when we wrap up with the formal comments, we

 18    welcome the chance to talk a little more in detail with

 19    people if you have detailed questions.  We can talk a

 20    little bit about the data gap analysis and some of the

 21    background work that's underway now.  And I also wanted to

 22    mention the posters that are along the wall.  They have

 23    some additional information on the milling process or some

 24    of the details about infrastructure design and so on.  So

 25    have a peek at those afterwards, as well.
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  1              I think we were ready for another question over

  2    here.

  3                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  My question is primarily

  4    for the subsistence way of life and the water quality and

  5    the air quality issues.  Addressing the water quality

  6    first, as you mentioned in your presentation, the exposure

  7    of the rocks that have been capped for millions of years,

  8    we are not seeing the cinnabar and the galena exposed, so

  9    we are not getting the mercury and the lead into the water

 10    system.  Most of us from here, we hunt and fish, and a lot

 11    of folks like duck and goose.

 12              Two things:  One, during the life span of the

 13    mine we are going to have a constant exposure, so the rain

 14    falling in a semi-arid environment is going to have a lot

 15    of lead and mercury into the watershed.  So any of the

 16    game birds, they are going to be subsisting off of

 17    vegetation and bugs and whatnot that are going to be

 18    taking up those heavy metals into their systems.  Concern

 19    number one.

 20              Concern number two, after 27 years, this mine is

 21    going to be shut down and convert the mine cut to a big

 22    lake.  Number one, it's going to be a constantly -- it's

 23    constantly going to be leaching metals into the water

 24    system because of the angles of the cut.  Ninety degree

 25    angles, there is no sediment that's going to seal the
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  1    bottom of that lake up, so it's going to be a constant

  2    hazard.  And the $750 reclamation bond per acre is going

  3    to cover this when Donlin Gold goes away.  So that's an

  4    issue of concern.

  5              The other thing that I'm surprised the project

  6    is going forward is because the metallurgy -- there is a

  7    lot of arsenic in this, and you guys happen to use an

  8    autoclave in this system to drive off these -- to

  9    volatilize this stuff so that you can get a cleaner

 10    recovery of gold off the process.

 11              And the other question is, you are using cyanide

 12    in the process, and so you have X consumption of cyanide

 13    per ton of ore to take up the base metals first.  So

 14    you've got all this metal you don't want.  Is the

 15    regulations going to ensure that this stuff that's in

 16    solution is going to be precipitated out and dealt with

 17    instead of dumping into a pond or dumped into the aquifer?

 18    That would be a question I have.

 19              Those would be the things that I want to make

 20    sure that we address is that the water quality was kept as

 21    clean as possible, instead of having the right permits and

 22    say, okay, we're going to raise the bar because you guys

 23    can't meet clean water requirements.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess I'll say thanks

 25    for those comments.  And again, we will be looking at the
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  1    information that Donlin has submitted.  They have

  2    submitted information on how they expect to deal with

  3    those contaminants.  You know, for example, they have

  4    designed the project to have no runoff of any water that

  5    contacts the mine.  I understand there is a lot of other

  6    ways, including air emissions, potential leaching into the

  7    groundwater.  Again, you know, we will take a look.

  8              URS has a large team assembled that will

  9    evaluate the proposed design as submitted by Donlin.  Your

 10    comments are good in that they help us focus on issues

 11    that people are particularly concerned with.  So if you

 12    have, you know, specific -- you know, any more specific

 13    details, you know, beyond those that you made today about

 14    particular areas or particularly any particular wildlife

 15    or fish populations that you are concerned about, I

 16    encourage you to provide that information, as well, and

 17    that can be looked at during the preparation of the draft.

 18    Thank you.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Maybe one thing to mention

 20    is that the permit applications that Donlin prepared,

 21    including their environmental management practices, those

 22    are available on the EIS project website.  The most recent

 23    one that was posted was the transportation plan that

 24    includes the details for spill responses at the terminals

 25    or the boats -- the barges.  So sometimes there is more
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  1    information available in the permit applications that

  2    Donlin has provided.  And those would be a good -- that's

  3    the proposed action that the EIS would be evaluating.

  4                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  I'll submit this stuff to

  5    you in an e-mail for your input, but what's come to mind

  6    is we have had a lot of mines around the United States

  7    that have -- they have gotten their pot of gold and have

  8    gone away.  And with this, this open pit up here, after we

  9    are all done with it, everything goes through and the

 10    agencies do their thing, after it goes away, it's going to

 11    be a problem.  And you see the pictures and the depiction

 12    of how this lake is going to look when we are all done

 13    with it.  It's still going to be exposed rock after all

 14    this time.

 15              So I'm just wondering if there is a way that the

 16    BLM, the Corps of Engineers, and EPA can say, okay, we

 17    need to make sure that this lake goes back to a natural

 18    state at some point.  And it's going to cost the operator

 19    money to change the angle of this open pit so that we can

 20    ensure that it's -- because the only source of stuff to

 21    seal up the bottom of this lake [indecipherable] from

 22    water coming into it.  Are we going to make sure that

 23    somehow this thing gets capped so that the water quality

 24    in that lake eventually cleans itself up?

 25              I don't know.  I don't know how to explain it
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  1    any further.  That's where I'm going because with all the

  2    mining operations I have been involved in, I've seen so

  3    much dishonesty with it and how the environment is just

  4    turned to trash because of the actions.  And I'm concerned

  5    it's going to happen here and it's -- when NovaGold goes

  6    away, that it's going to be a problem for the locals.  And

  7    are we going to fix it and make sure that they fix it

  8    while they are mining?

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess what I heard is that

 10    you are talking about different alternatives in the design

 11    of the mine.

 12                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  And I don't know if this

 13    is a place to discuss that.

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it would be.  And we

 15    will be looking at alternatives.  And if you are talking

 16    about the angle of the slopes, that's a comment I'd ask,

 17    you know, that you -- you have already made it.  It's on

 18    the record now.  And that can be looked at as we develop

 19    alternatives.

 20              As I mentioned in our presentation, the Corps is

 21    required to select the least environmentally damaging

 22    practicable alternative under section 404(b)(1) of the

 23    Clean Water Act, meaning we cannot issue the permit if it

 24    is not the least environmentally damaging practicable

 25    alternative.  So you know, anything -- any ideas that you
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  1    have related to a design -- it sounds like you are aware

  2    of a number of other mine projects.  If you have ideas on

  3    how those mines could have -- something could have been

  4    done differently -- it sounds like you have some ideas

  5    regarding this mine.  I, you know, ask that you get them

  6    into the record so that they can be looked at in the

  7    draft.

  8              And not only under section 404 of the Clean

  9    Water Act, but NEPA, of course, has a process of

 10    developing and looking at the various alternatives.  So

 11    that's -- you know, that's what we are looking to do is to

 12    ensure that this mine is not a project in the future after

 13    it closes.  That's one of the things we are hoping to

 14    accomplish.  Thank you.

 15                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I have another

 16    question here for the State representative that's on the

 17    phone.  My name is Willard Church.  In regards to

 18    standards, water quality standards and ambient air quality

 19    standards, do you have those established currently for

 20    that area?

 21                    MR. BRUNO:  Was that a question of

 22    baseline that's been --

 23                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I know you have been

 24    doing some water monitoring up there and air monitoring.

 25    Is there any work towards establishing those standards for
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  1    that area or using general standards for the State?

  2                    MR. BRUNO:  I apologize.  So the question

  3    is, if we are going to -- if standards have been

  4    established for that area as far as air quality, right?

  5                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Air and/or water

  6    quality, both.

  7                    MR. BRUNO:  Air and water quality.  You

  8    know, as far as --

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Are you there, Jeff?

 10                (Phone disconnected.)

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Are there any other questions

 12    while we are waiting to get the phones back up?

 13                    MR. BRUNO:  Sorry about that.  Are we back

 14    on?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Just got back on.  Did you

 16    hear when we dropped off?

 17                    MR. BRUNO:  No.  Me and Tami were on, so

 18    we talked, and it sounds like she might be still be on and

 19    back with us, too.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Are you there?

 21                    MR. BRUNO:  I am.  This is Jeff.  So just

 22    back to that question, you know.  I would have to get with

 23    DEC, Department of Environmental Conservation, and get

 24    that site specific information.  But if there is any

 25    chance you can get the -- who was that that was asking the
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  1    question?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  It was Willard Church.  We

  3    will get his contact information and put him in touch with

  4    you.

  5                    MR. BRUNO:  Yeah.  And I'll get him the

  6    site specific information for that and make sure I

  7    articulate it correctly.  But I need to get with the DEC

  8    air quality people and water quality people and see if

  9    there is any regional site specific criteria in that area.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff.

 11                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  Let me just follow up

 12    with the reasoning why I posed the few questions.  I think

 13    you need baseline standards in order to make the

 14    determinations whether or not you will be exceeding those

 15    standards or within the standards themselves.  So there

 16    needs to be standards established for water quality and

 17    air quality so that you could know where you are with any

 18    discharges getting into the atmosphere or into the water.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.

 20                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  What's the mercury --

 21    what form is it in, solid or liquid?  Are you going to

 22    mine it?

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  As I understand, there would

 24    be a number of different ways that mercury -- you know,

 25    that we would have to make sure that the mercury was kept
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  1    from getting into the environment.  I'm not sure of the

  2    exact -- whether -- whether liquid or gaseous, however.  I

  3    know there is concerns regarding air emissions and just

  4    getting into the water or any number of ways.  I don't

  5    have the answers to that specifically.

  6                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  [inaudible.]

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the last question was

  8    whether mercury would be mined in this project.  I think

  9    one thing to say is that mercury is naturally occurring in

 10    the rock of the central Kuskokwim region, so when that

 11    rock is disturbed or exposed, that mercury is exposed and

 12    can be picked up in the water, or if it's turned into

 13    dust, that could be picked up into the air.  So those

 14    would be -- it's a source rock, and the environmental

 15    management has to capture that mercury.  And then after

 16    they have captured the mercury in the mill process, they

 17    do have to ship it off site in a secure container.

 18              So when Don talked a little while ago about

 19    moving the mercury away to a safe place, that's the

 20    mercury that is captured out of the air or the dust.

 21                    MR. JOHN SHARP:  Thank you.  I will speak

 22    both languages, Yup'ik and English.  First of all, my name

 23    is John Sharp, originally born and raised right here in

 24    the Native Village of Quinhagak, and I'm still here, and

 25    so are these other people that are born and raised in this
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  1    village.  People here in Quinhagak, Goodnews, Platinum,

  2    Eek, Tuntutuliak, we are the Unit No. 10 within the

  3    Calista Region.  I have a question because I'm kind of

  4    confused.

  5              Are you only just talking about Donlin Creek

  6    operating in Crooked Creek and those surrounding

  7    communities there?  And my question is:  Are you planning

  8    to make project research on these minerals right here in

  9    our area, Unit No. 10 within Calista?  Because I have a

 10    lot of concern with this operation that's going to be

 11    done, if it is done.

 12              People, our village and the people of Quinhagak,

 13    Goodnews, Platinum, Eek and Tuntutuliak, our area has so

 14    many seepages right within our mountains falling into our

 15    river and out to the bay from the lakes of these

 16    mountains.  And my concern is if these chemicals like

 17    mercury or if it happens to be a project performed to

 18    complete a pipeline -- and already some of them mentioned

 19    that if something happens and break down, and there is

 20    going to be a lot of mess because right here in our area

 21    subsistence issue is a very -- very important and number

 22    one, first of all.  And so if those things happen, those

 23    kinds of accidents happen -- we all know what happened

 24    in -- in Gulf of Alaska with this oil spillage several

 25    years ago.
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  1              (Speaking in Yup'ik)

  2              This land we are standing on and living on,

  3    especially the Natives, is our natural resource, our food.

  4    I'm sure you might have some good equipment to work with

  5    wherever you are going to -- oh, yes.  I have a question:

  6    Which area exactly are you talking about to propose this

  7    mining?  Is this right here within the Unit No. 10 of

  8    Calista Region?

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not -- I'm not

 10    familiar with the unit numbers, but I can tell you where

 11    the mine site is.  It's located -- the mine itself is

 12    located ten miles north of Crooked Creek off of the

 13    Kuskokwim River.  The other project features that we are

 14    talking about is the pipeline from Cook Inlet to the mine

 15    site to bring in natural gas.  So the actual mining for

 16    gold and, you know, also the things we talked about are

 17    located at the mine site, located ten miles north of

 18    Crooked Creek.  There will be a substantial increase in

 19    navigation on the Kuskokwim River.  They will be barging

 20    all of their fuel and supplies up the river.

 21                    MR. JOHN SHARP:  And the reason why I ask

 22    that is because there may be a misunderstanding because I

 23    was thinking that this company might be doing some

 24    research within our region right here in Unit 10.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  The project as proposed
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  1    to us only includes the mine site at -- ten miles north of

  2    Crooked Creek.

  3                    MR. JOHN SHARP:  Okay.  The reason why I

  4    stood up and said this is because so many of us within the

  5    Unit 10 area of Calista is we have so much concern with

  6    our lifestyle in this area, and so I'm hoping -- and some

  7    of us are hoping that this is not going to be done right

  8    away because we are often, you know, not in favor of

  9    opening up mining in this area because of our subsistence

 10    lifestyle and our Native tradition.  So I hope my concern

 11    is understood, and question.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  We have

 13    it -- it's in the record now so, you know, your questions

 14    will be addressed in the draft EIS.

 15                    MR. JOHN SHARP:  Okay.  Thank you.

 16                    MS. LUCY SMALL:  I have a question on the

 17    barging you had mentioned earlier.  How is this going to

 18    be affecting the fish runs, you know?  Fish runs are

 19    getting lower and lower as we know it.  I was just

 20    wondering about the amount of your barge runs you were

 21    talking about, how is this going to be affecting your --

 22    you know, the salmon going upriver?

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  That's an issue that's been

 24    raised and will be looked at.  You know, we will look at

 25    the proposed barging activity and the transportation plan
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  1    that's been submitted by Donlin.  URS, who is the

  2    contractor preparing the EIS, will look at the studies

  3    that have been done and any information that's available

  4    regarding fish runs on the Kuskokwim River.  We have

  5    received some specific comments in some of our previous

  6    meetings, you know, about specific areas and specific

  7    runs, so those will be specifically addressed in the EIS.

  8              If you have, you know, any information regarding

  9    runs, you know, that you are particularly concerned of,

 10    you know, any fish or habitat or fisheries that you want

 11    to be, you know, sure are not adversely impacted, I'd ask

 12    you to provide that information during the scoping period

 13    so that those can be looked at during this process.

 14              And again, that's the purpose of the scoping

 15    meeting, to gather that type of information so we can

 16    identify the resources that are there, you know, the uses

 17    of those resources that currently exist, and to evaluate

 18    how those would be affected by the proposed project, and

 19    then to make our permitting decisions based on that

 20    information.  So again, if you have any specific

 21    information, I'd ask, you know, that you submit that to

 22    us.

 23                    MS. GRACE HILL:  I have a question that

 24    I'd like to clarify with John that it does not only affect

 25    that area; it affects all of us from Platinum, Goodnews,
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  1    all the way.  Not only will it affect Crooked Creek or

  2    wherever that mine is because it will affect subsistence,

  3    fishing, everything.  And I think we need to really, as

  4    they say, you know -- how you are saying, you are doing

  5    this and you are doing this the right away.  There is

  6    never a right way to do anything until it happens.

  7              And I think when I went to one of the mines in

  8    Nevada, I went to a bus for, like, how many hours, and I

  9    sat there and I thought, man, there is not one bird I've

 10    seen, not one animal, nothing except rocks piled of

 11    mining.  And you know, when you talk about that and what

 12    you have seen, no vegetation, nothing, it -- it got me to

 13    thinking, will this be just like that over that Donlin

 14    Mine.  And you know, when you see it, you think about it.

 15              It affects all of us, all the whole areas with

 16    their subsistence way of life, fishing, barges going up.

 17    It still will affect the fish because they are trying to

 18    go up and the barges are rolling up.  I mean, anything

 19    good you say will come out of it, it will affect the

 20    Natives' subsistence way of life, no matter how we look at

 21    it.  And I think these are concerns of the people all

 22    around the area is the Natives' way of life.

 23              You know, prices are going up, even in the

 24    stores for a piece of chicken.  Well, we depend on fish,

 25    birds, whatever we can get.  And the whole idea is that we
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  1    try to work together and find solutions that -- you know,

  2    things will happen.  Look at that oil spill we had.  It

  3    affected a lot of animals and killed them, all these

  4    things.

  5              And when you bring somebody to the meetings, you

  6    should bring somebody that will answer these questions

  7    like Willard had.  And then you will say, well, we will

  8    ask them.  Our people are willing to come to the meetings,

  9    and definitely you guys should bring people that know the

 10    answers.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess first of all, I

 12    guess, you know, we do agree that the impacts are not

 13    limited to the mine site, and that's why we are having

 14    these scoping meetings throughout the various regions is

 15    to, you know, find out, you know, what resources and uses

 16    are there and what the potential impacts to those are.

 17              I'll jump ahead to your question about bringing

 18    people to the meetings.  The purpose of the meetings is

 19    to, you know, find out what the questions are, and then

 20    there is -- you know, it's not a simple thing that all the

 21    answers are available right now.  We are going through --

 22    we are going through the process of trying to identify

 23    what the questions are so that they can be looked at in

 24    detail.

 25              And we have -- it's going to take a year and a
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  1    half to produce this draft EIS.  And during that period,

  2    you know, URS will look at the mine proposal and the

  3    proposed -- the actions that's proposed, and they'll look

  4    at the resources that are there and what the impacts are

  5    going to be.  And that's the process of identifying what

  6    the impacts will be.  And then we will make our decisions

  7    based on that.  So we are well aware that the potential

  8    impacts extend beyond the mine.

  9              I hope I answered -- I know I probably didn't

 10    touch on everything you said, but do you have any

 11    follow-up to that or any questions that I can answer?

 12                    MS. GRACE HILL:  I don't think so.

 13                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  I have another

 14    question.

 15                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  We have to catch a plane

 16    in 15 minutes, and one of our party has a question for you

 17    guys, if you can --

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Sure.  Go ahead.  They

 19    need to leave soon.  Maybe we'll take their question

 20    first.

 21                    MR. BAVILLA MERRITT:  I'm Bavilla Merritt

 22    from Goodnews Bay.  I don't speak very well in English,

 23    but I can speak a little bit all right.  But I have just a

 24    few questions.  What's the difference -- the platinum

 25    mining that's been started in 19 -- early 1930s, platinum
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  1    and gold, and that one up there starts not very long ago.

  2    What's the difference between them two mines?

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  The difference, other than

  4    the --

  5                    MR. BAVILLA MERRITT:  On the environment

  6    and all those things.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not very familiar

  8    with the platinum mine.  I guess we are evaluating the

  9    Donlin Mine as it's been proposed to us.  I'm sure there

 10    is many differences and many similarities on both mining

 11    projects, but they are in very different areas.  They are,

 12    you know, different mining processes.  One is for

 13    platinum, one is for gold.

 14                    MR. MARK MOYLE:  I can answer that

 15    question for you.  Platinum makes a lot of dirty water,

 16    the Goodnews platinum mine.  It doesn't contaminate the

 17    environment with chemicals or risk of contaminating the

 18    environment with chemicals.

 19                    MR. BAVILLA MERRITT:  I can speak it in

 20    Yup'ik.  (Speaking in Yup'ik.)  Like the Donlin Gold, they

 21    have different -- some mineral to use in mining.

 22    (Speaking in Yup'ik.)

 23                    THE TRANSLATOR:  His main question is

 24    that, you know, mines have to do processes that they go

 25    through, and he's wondering if Donlin Gold is proposing a
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  1    certain type of project -- a certain kind of process, I

  2    mean, if they are using any chemicals to separate the gold

  3    from the ore and so forth.

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  They have provided some,

  5    you know -- a lot of detail so far on the process that

  6    they will be using, and if -- you know, if you have time,

  7    you could look at some of the posters on the walls, and

  8    they give kind of an overview of those processes and give

  9    you a good idea of what they are proposing, you know, the

 10    processes and chemicals that are involved and how they

 11    plan to deal with those.

 12                    MR. BAVILLA MERRITT:  Yeah.  (Speaking in

 13    Yup'ik.)  Younger generations, they don't eat very much

 14    from the land, just like old people like us -- we are

 15    getting old, right?  They are changing.  Younger

 16    generations is changing now.  Maybe half of them make

 17    living from the land, half of them make living from the

 18    English way, White Man people, something like that.

 19    (Speaking in Yup'ik.)  Our generation, our children and

 20    their children, what they going to do without -- without a

 21    job, you know?  The fishing is good, but not enough for

 22    them younger generations.  And those other mining up there

 23    is too -- not enough for the younger generation, too.

 24    (Speaking in Yup'ik.)

 25              We are doing the best we can of the things we
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  1    operate, especially our younger generation.  Most of them

  2    will be just like white people, not like me or not like

  3    you.

  4              But I just wanted to mention this before I go.

  5    We got not much time left.  Maybe our plane is up there

  6    already.  Thank you.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

  8                    THE TRANSLATOR:  That was the gist of his

  9    question.  His concerns was spoken in English, but the --

 10    his concern mainly is towards the young people, the

 11    younger generation, how they are today.  Their eating

 12    habits is that of a western style and not cultural,

 13    Native.  And he's concerned that, you know, western style

 14    eating habits cost money, and he's saying people will need

 15    to have jobs in the future.  And he said that even though

 16    there are for sure some unwelcome things happening with

 17    the mines, that he would support opening even more mines

 18    so that the younger generation would have an opportunity

 19    to have jobs available to them to satisfy their lifestyle.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks.  And I believe

 21    those issues will be looked at in the EIS as far as the

 22    impacts on subsistence, and there will also be the health

 23    impact assessment.  So I guess those comments are in the

 24    record now and will be considered in the draft EIS.

 25                    MR. WILLARD CHURCH:  In your EIS, a lot of
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  1    it has to do with environmental impacts, and including the

  2    HIA, which is more recent.  But, you know, like Bavilla

  3    said, there is definitely going to be some social impacts,

  4    you know, impacts to economy, to the lifestyle and way of

  5    life to, you know, a new generation coming up through the

  6    ranks; they are going to be in need of having, you know,

  7    long-term jobs.

  8              And the federal dollars are shrinking.  You

  9    know, we get very little from the State.  There is not

 10    much of an economy.  We are looking at declining salmon

 11    runs.  Our commercial fishing economy is dropping.  There

 12    is a lot of issues here that we have to think about and

 13    think about very carefully because there is going to be

 14    impacts that affect our whole lifestyle and way of life

 15    from every aspect and every spectrum when you think about

 16    that.

 17              Pretty tough decisions for everybody to take

 18    into consideration here, you know.  Everyone has to decide

 19    for themselves, you know, where they stand on the issue

 20    because it is going to have a far-reaching effect.

 21              I wasn't exactly going to talk about that, but I

 22    wanted to ask some questions about the ERP, environmental

 23    response planning that's going to be part of operations

 24    and potentially the EIS process.  I know they are going to

 25    develop ERPs for the mining operations.  You know, like I

00057

  1    said before, you know, water flows downstream, and you are

  2    going to be having numerous barges transporting in

  3    double-hulled barges, but also in sealed containers.  And

  4    the back-haul is going to include transporting mercury out

  5    of the area.

  6              You know, there is a lot of communities that are

  7    along the river there and down on the coast.  Is there

  8    going to be any funding becoming available or through

  9    Donlin to assist those communities with developing their

 10    own ERPs so that they can at least have some planning in

 11    place which would assist them with dealing with any

 12    grounding issues or hull breaches or any sinking of barges

 13    that could potentially occur along the transport route?

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  So --

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the question on

 16    response plans is very much central to the EIS.  There are

 17    some draft response plans in the transportation plan

 18    submitted by Donlin, and I can show you where to look that

 19    up on the website; but those are the ones we are going to

 20    look at again.  And certainly the point you make about

 21    local participation in those plans and the response teams,

 22    that's a really good point that we will highlight in the

 23    EIS.

 24                    MR. BILLY TEELUK:  Billy Teeluk.  I'm from

 25    Eek.  These two guys that kind of asked questions, can I
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  1    ask you when are you going to send the money to Quinhagak,

  2    Eek, or Platinum or Goodnews and give the villagers a job,

  3    like maybe five -- five people would clean up the area,

  4    things like that that the village needs?  That's all.

  5    Thank you.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  So you want to know when --

  7                    MR. TEELUK:  Well, you got lots of gold.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  I need to clarify that, you

  9    know, I'm with the Corps of Engineers who is -- we are

 10    doing the EIS.  The proposal is for Donlin Gold.  They are

 11    the ones with the gold.  We are looking at potential

 12    impacts of the project.  If there needs to be measures

 13    taken to, you know, avoid or minimize or mitigate the

 14    potential impacts, you know, that's where we will be

 15    involved, and we will, you know, make the necessary

 16    requirements to avoid, minimize and mitigate the impacts.

 17                    MR. WILLIE MARK:  (Speaking in Yup'ik.) My

 18    name is Willie Mark.  I live here in Quinhagak.  (Speaking

 19    in Yup'ik.)

 20                    THE TRANSLATOR:  Mr. Willie Mark states

 21    that he was born here, and he witnessed as -- as he was

 22    growing up mining operations on the Arolik River, the

 23    so-called Kowkow mining operation.  I think he mentioned

 24    that they were simultaneously operating at -- during that

 25    time, but he witnessed the Arolik River would get very
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  1    murky and muddy, and salmon and other fish were no longer

  2    in it since the mines were in operation.  And once they

  3    set down and after a long while, once the water got clear

  4    and cleaner, the fish started to come back.  Now we use

  5    the river to do our subsistence activities.

  6              And he wanted to share this information and

  7    hopes that it will be of some use to the study.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank him -- I thank

  9    you for the comments, and that's -- you know, we hope to

 10    make sure that there aren't any -- that we can avoid and

 11    minimize those impacts to the environment similar to those

 12    that you experienced.  Thank you.  Any other questions?

 13                    MR. HENRY MARK:  My name is Henry Mark

 14    from Quinhagak.  My question is regarding the wetland

 15    permitting.  16,000 acres is a lot of land to disturb.

 16    What's the compensatory mitigation process?  Can you

 17    explain what that process involves?  NVK had to go through

 18    this compensatory mitigation for disturbing the seven

 19    acres of land for one of our projects, and the project had

 20    to compensate monetarily for disturbing this land area.

 21    So I'm curious if Donlin Creek will propose such a

 22    mitigation process, if it's going to be disturbed, this

 23    16,000 acres.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  I believe it's -- as far

 25    as -- you are right that it's over 16,000 acres total
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  1    impact.  6,900 of that is wetlands.  And Donlin has, you

  2    know, mapped out those wetlands and submitted the

  3    information to us.  We will take a look at that to, you

  4    know, check the adequacy of it to, you know, look at the

  5    functions and values of those wetlands.

  6              And the process required by our regulations is

  7    first that we avoid the impact to the wetlands as much as

  8    possible, that those that can't be avoided are minimized,

  9    and if they can't be avoided or minimized, then

 10    compensatory mitigation is required.  There was a new

 11    mitigation rule in 2008 that requires that the first

 12    priority or the first type of mitigation is through a

 13    mitigation bank.  And Donlin is -- or I'm sorry.  Calista

 14    is working with the company, you know, looking at

 15    developing a mitigation bank that might be used.  It's,

 16    you know, in the very early stages of that.  That hasn't

 17    been submitted to the Corps yet.  But that's one thing

 18    that may be an option to Donlin is to utilize that

 19    mitigation bank.

 20              If there is a mitigation bank and the project is

 21    within it's -- the service area of that mitigation bank,

 22    then that would -- they would be required to use that

 23    unless they demonstrated, you know, why there was a better

 24    option.

 25              The second priority or the second preferred
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  1    means of mitigation is through fee-in-lieu, which is the

  2    conservation fund that I believe is the only option in

  3    Alaska that they could use for that.  And beyond that, it

  4    would be applicant provided compensatory mitigation.  So

  5    it's something that they are looking at.  You know,

  6    it's -- we don't have a mitigation bank that the project

  7    is within the service area of yet, but if one is available

  8    at the time, that would be the first priority.  By the

  9    time the -- in order -- by the time the draft EIS is

 10    prepared, we should have a lot more information on that.

 11    And in fact, we would have to have -- Donlin will have to

 12    submit to us a mitigation plan that we can reasonably

 13    be -- expect to be available as far as mitigation bank or

 14    whatever other means to be available at the time the

 15    permits would be issued, if they were to be issued.

 16                    MR. HENRY MARK:  So for projects, say,

 17    around our community, would the same processes -- we went

 18    through it once.  If we apply for another project because

 19    my area is mostly wetland, would that impact all the

 20    projects that we request?  I don't know if I said it

 21    right.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  Which area specifically are

 23    you talking about?

 24                    MR. HENRY MARK:  Regarding wetland

 25    permitting, compensatory mitigation.  Say if we were to
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  1    build a subdivision, another subdivision; our area is all

  2    wetlands; would we be going through the same process

  3    again?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  There are definite regulations

  5    and policies as far as -- and that's pretty much what I

  6    tried to explain is, you know, we first, you know, try to

  7    avoid, minimize and mitigate.  And there is a sequence of

  8    preferences for the type of mitigation.  And that is the

  9    mitigation bank, fee-in-lieu, and applicant provided.

 10    Does that answer your question?

 11                    MR. HENRY MARK:  Yes, it does.  Thanks.

 12                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  My name is Joshua

 13    Cleveland from Quinhagak.  I have a series of questions.

 14    The first one is I think the people here are mistaking you

 15    people as being coming from Donlin Gold employees.  Please

 16    clarify for us.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  As I said, I'm with the Army

 18    Corps of Engineers.  Donlin Gold has proposed a mining

 19    project north of Crooked Creek.  In order to open a mine,

 20    they will have to obtain a large number of federal and

 21    State permits.  The Corps of Engineers has one of the most

 22    extensive permits through the wetlands and navigable

 23    waters that they will affect.  So under section 404 of the

 24    Clean Water Act and section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors

 25    Act, they submitted a permit application through the Corps
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  1    of Engineers.

  2              The Corps of Engineers, as part of evaluating

  3    those permit applications, is conducting this

  4    environmental impact statement for the -- we are preparing

  5    an environmental impact statement.  That's the reason we

  6    are here today is part of the scoping process.  Corps of

  7    Engineers is not going to be opening the mine.  The mine,

  8    if it's permitted, will be constructed and operated by

  9    Donlin Gold, LLC.

 10                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  The next one is,

 11    I'm assuming that you are the people that have gotten the

 12    application from Donlin Creek to start the mining

 13    operations, is that right?  The paperwork applications to

 14    do the mining, are you receiving that paperwork?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  The question is, has Donlin

 16    submitted paperwork to begin?

 17                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  Yes.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  They have submitted their

 19    permit applications, and that's why we are here is because

 20    they submitted their paperwork and their applications to

 21    the Corps of Engineers, and that's what initiated this

 22    process, why we are here today.

 23                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  Our coast villages,

 24    Quinhagak, Platinum, Goodnews and Eek, probably have an

 25    I-don't-care-attitude towards the mine.  We have not had
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  1    any village meetings directly addressing that operation

  2    over there.  The only time we hear about this is when

  3    people come in like this two or three times so far.  Other

  4    than that, very little village meetings are being held for

  5    that specific purpose.  A lot of us know a little bit

  6    about the mine, and a lot of us don't know most of what's

  7    going on in the mine.  And that's why I say they have an

  8    I-don't-care-attitude over the mine itself.  We have

  9    concerns being brought over the course of those meetings

 10    since, and some paperwork is coming to us to inform us

 11    about the operations about the planned operation there.

 12              And being at one of the AVCP conventions about

 13    two or three years ago, without having to have a village

 14    meeting first, the delegates from each of those villages

 15    endorsed the concept without having first come to the

 16    villages and tell us all about why they were endorsing it.

 17    This as a person hurt me because they did not give us a

 18    chance to manipulate a little bit and learn more before

 19    they go in there saying we endorse the planned operation.

 20    I don't know why they think that.

 21              I'm looking at it as a similar action as the

 22    Native Claims Settlement Act when people are not advised

 23    of what's going on through the plan.  And in that claims

 24    act, we learned that we were hurt after the law was

 25    passed.  My right to land has been abolished by it and
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  1    hurt over that.

  2              So this is the kind of action that for lack

  3    of -- village meetings should be more often towards that

  4    mining operation.  We are learning now that we have one

  5    month to say some kind of a word towards that plan.  And

  6    none of us know what the plan is.  We can't comment

  7    without any knowledge of the mine operations.

  8              So I have a friend here.  I just learned he's

  9    from Crooked Creek, and he's got full knowledge of that

 10    planned operation than I do.  And he's the one that's

 11    going to benefit more from it because he's a member of The

 12    Kuskokwim Corporation, the surface owner over there.

 13    Calista Corporation has said nothing to us about its

 14    initial authorization to go ahead and look around over

 15    there 15 years ago.

 16              I don't know what the mine is going to benefit

 17    me as a Calista shareholder because Donlin, I am learning,

 18    is a corporation worldwide, as you said at the beginning

 19    of your meeting or presentation.  They are the ones that

 20    are going to -- they are the ones that are going to take

 21    the money away.  I do not know what Calista is going to

 22    benefit from that.  I have no slightest idea what Calista

 23    is going to benefit from it.  The Corps of Engineers is

 24    going to allow that mining company to benefit themselves

 25    rather than the region that needs to be benefit from the
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  1    gold mine.

  2              So those are the questions that are still not

  3    answered through us.  The gold mine itself is not going to

  4    come to me.  It's going to go to that company.  So are you

  5    going to go ahead and approve a permit that doesn't

  6    necessarily benefit the people that are from there?  The

  7    only thing I hear is that the operation -- the mine will

  8    operate 27 years or more with 6,000 employees annually.

  9    They are the ones that are going to benefit from that 27

 10    years.

 11              My grandchild is in -- she's in her very early

 12    20s now.  By the time that project is finished, she's

 13    going to be 50 years old.  And I do not know what the

 14    natural -- natural resources are going to be affected by

 15    then.

 16              The subsistence fishermen in the Kuskokwim

 17    River, as the people know, are prohibited from taking fish

 18    for their personal use.  And as you know, that a bunch of

 19    people are being tried for taking the fish now.  And they

 20    are going to be tried in April.  That's going to probably

 21    worsen as that operation continues.  It would be like the

 22    Yukon River.  The -- the runs are declining year after

 23    year now, and so it is in Quinhagak and Platinum.

 24              Our ocean out there, the Kuskokwim Bay is a

 25    transportation route for all of that salmon going in,
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  1    along with our own.  There is [indecipherable] in Goodnews

  2    Bay.  If something bad happens up there, [indecipherable]

  3    are going to be affected out there in the ocean trying to

  4    come in.

  5              I'm also learning from the newspaper clippings

  6    that I have been looking at that Yukon Delta Wildlife

  7    Refuge manager is saying that the salmon that goes out

  8    through the bay spends maybe two years out close to the

  9    shore before it goes out to the ocean to grow.  If that's

 10    a true statement, that if this salmon is going to be

 11    affected by this operation, that smolt, they call it, is

 12    going to be heavily affected in those two years before it

 13    goes out to the Pacific Ocean to grow.

 14              So those are the concerns that we need to learn

 15    more from.  We have a tribal council here; we have a city

 16    council; and we have a corporation here that should do

 17    some village meetings and inform us more, a little bit

 18    more on those things.  One month is not a very long time.

 19    And I'm also learning that there is another opening in

 20    August of next year, I believe.  And so comment periods

 21    are not very long.

 22              I wish our responsible village organization can

 23    get together and educate us a little more on the whole

 24    fashion of Donlin Gold, Donlin Gold's operations.

 25              Thank you.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I guess the

  2    overriding concern I heard there is that you haven't had

  3    enough opportunity to hear and learn about the project in

  4    order to express your concerns about this project that's

  5    going to have a large potential impact on the area, and

  6    the benefits of that project may be limited to others --

  7    to a very limited number of people or groups.  So I

  8    guess -- first of all, you know, the scoping meeting,

  9    again, is why we are here trying to provide you with the

 10    basic information of the project, trying to hear your

 11    concerns.  It sounds like you feel you need more

 12    information in order to make those concerns known to us.

 13              So I guess probably, you know, the best thing is

 14    to try to get it -- you know, get your comments and

 15    information together to us by the end of the scoping

 16    meeting -- I mean -- sorry -- the scoping period on March

 17    29th.  If you feel you need other means to get information

 18    to you, you can also, you know, request

 19    government-to-government consultation.  And we could

 20    discuss with you how we could, you know, maybe find a

 21    better way to get information to you.  You know, if you

 22    wanted to do that, you could contact me or Amanda Shearer,

 23    who is our tribal liaison, and we will try to, you know,

 24    figure out a way that you can be adequately represented

 25    and get your comments in to us.
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  1              If there is some measure or means that we can

  2    take to get the information to you -- you know, we won't

  3    need to move forward with the EIS process, so -- again,

  4    March 29th is the end of the scoping period, but if you

  5    want to, you know, contact us on a

  6    government-to-government basis, we would be glad to do

  7    that and discuss with you -- you know, explain in more

  8    detail the EIS process and figure out a way to, you know,

  9    get your concerns addressed, even if you can't get them to

 10    us by March 29th.

 11                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  Thank you.  The

 12    next --

 13                    MR. BRUNO:  Don, I need to hang up and go

 14    to another meeting, but can you just make sure that you

 15    give my information to anybody that needs it?  And I'll

 16    get back with Willard on some of those -- and can you get

 17    me his contact information?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Fine, Jeff.  I'll do

 19    that.  I'll go ahead -- if anybody would like to get some

 20    more information from the State, Jeff Bruno, he's going to

 21    have to leave the line now, but contact -- get in touch

 22    with me after the meeting and I'll get you his contact

 23    information.

 24                    MR. BRUNO:  And just real quick, if

 25    somebody can take down my number to give them -- I didn't
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  1    leave you with any cards.  It's (907) 269-7476.  And I

  2    apologize.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Thanks, Jeff.

  4                    MS. JACKI CLEVELAND:  What's his last

  5    name?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  It's Bruno, B-R-U-N-O.  And

  7    his number, if anybody wants to contact him directly, is

  8    (907) 269-7476.

  9                    MR. JOSHUA CLEVELAND:  I would like to

 10    make a last comment, that human impact is not much heard

 11    of in this project.  And information is brought forth.

 12    Once the mine begins to operate, there is going to be a

 13    lot of people working up there, as we learned.  The laws

 14    are not written to control the human impact.  We have no

 15    laws to control that.  I don't know.  Maybe I'm saying it

 16    wrong.  I don't know.  But for those of us that have

 17    watched the human reactions over time, anytime most of us

 18    see money, we want to spend it the wrong way.  Thus, we

 19    have no control over that.  There is no -- there won't be

 20    any laws over that potential problem.

 21              So what will be the human impacts of that

 22    employment around our region?  A lot of us are saying now

 23    that, you know, there are a lot of people, as we know,

 24    that are unemployed, and families are hurting, especially

 25    trying to live a White Man way of life.  We are trying to
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  1    transition to your way of life and going away from the way

  2    we have been living in the past.  So that's still our

  3    concern because most villages have less than 50 percent

  4    employment in their village.  Way less than that.

  5              And a lot of us are dependent on our

  6    grandchildren now for taking subsistence resources from

  7    out there.  We are thankful for that, how they have been

  8    treating us of the things that we used to eat.  We do not

  9    know that the acid will have effect in places as

 10    Quinhagak, so far away from the mining site.  I do not

 11    know if acid has a capacity to float over the air and

 12    impact our village here.  I don't know if the mercury does

 13    that.

 14              Those are a lot of unknowns that we are not

 15    knowledgeable of, even though they are mentioned in

 16    your -- in Donlin's statements.  We do not know what those

 17    impacts are going to affect our resources out there.  So

 18    time is running out.

 19              Like I said, you know, AVCP has endorsed that

 20    operation without even telling us why they did that.

 21    Thank you.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks for your

 23    comments.  And you know, one thing you mentioned was the

 24    human impacts, and that is what Jeff Bruno who just signed

 25    off here is -- you know, the State is going to be
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  1    preparing an extensive health impact assessment that will

  2    look at all those -- a lot of those impacts that you are

  3    talking about.  So that will be looked at in detail.  And

  4    that's, again, the purpose of an EIS is to look at what

  5    those impacts are and see how we can avoid them.  So thank

  6    you.

  7              And again, also I'll mention, too, you said

  8    you -- a lot of information -- I should have mentioned

  9    again the website.  We are trying to put as much

 10    information on the website as possible, not just in

 11    technical documents, but in a way -- you know, to

 12    summarize it in a way that the average person can

 13    understand.  So I encourage you, you know, if you have

 14    Internet access, to go to the website at donlingoldeis and

 15    take a look at all the information there.  And if you

 16    need -- again, if you need additional information or feel

 17    like you haven't had a chance to, you know, get your --

 18    you find enough information about it and get -- have a

 19    chance to get those comments to us, you know, contact

 20    either Amanda Shearer or myself.  Thank you.

 21              Do we have any other questions?

 22                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Are you recording or

 23    taking notes of this meeting?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  We have a court recorder

 25    here.  She's taking down every word that's being said, and
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  1    it will be part of the record.

  2                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  I'll be glad to read

  3    it in the EIS.

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  The transcripts will

  5    eventually be on the website.  There will be a summary.

  6    Taylor, how soon are the summaries being put out?

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  About a week.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  About a week from today there

  9    should be a summary of today's meeting.  And eventually

 10    the final transcripts will be available, as well.  Any --

 11    does that answer your question?

 12                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Will the access

 13    road to the mine be gravel?

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  I expect that it will.  I'm

 15    not -- you know, I don't know the final design of it, but

 16    I imagine it will be a gravel road, and it will probably

 17    be limited to access for mining purposes.

 18                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  That would be

 19    included in the EIS request, to make it a paved road.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  You would like it to be a

 21    paved road; is that what you are saying?

 22                    MR. PETER WILLIAMS:  Paved road, yes.

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  An alternative to be

 24    considered.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, that would be an
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  1    alternative that could be considered as part of the EIS

  2    process.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, we are going to need

  4    to wrap up.  Okay.  We are running out of time.  We have a

  5    charter plane that we are going to have to catch.  Do we

  6    have time for one last question?  We will take one last

  7    question.

  8                    MS. JACKIE CLEVELAND:   So after Mark

  9    Moyle's statement about the wetland birds getting affected

 10    by the mercury, lead and arsenic, that's one way I could

 11    see human impact here spreading because, I mean, I'm not a

 12    bird expert, but we all know that they migrate this way

 13    from south.  And if they were to be exposed to the

 14    mercury, lead, arsenic and those -- and in the bodies of

 15    water near the project, that could be one way it could get

 16    to us under human impact.  And are there going to be

 17    studies on that?

 18              And another question is:  Is it true that if or

 19    when the project is finished, is it going to be the

 20    largest open pit mine in the nation?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Regarding the birds and

 22    wildlife being exposed to mercury, yes, that will be

 23    looked at, you know, the potential for that to occur and

 24    how that can be avoided.  I guess the migration patterns

 25    and that, that's a good comment that, you know, now that

00075

  1    you have made that comment, we can certainly be sure that

  2    it's addressed in the EIS.

  3              And as far as the size of the mine, it's -- I

  4    don't believe it would be the largest, but it probably

  5    would be one of the largest mines in the nation, yes.

  6    Thank you.

  7              Okay.  I think we are going to have to finish

  8    here.  We will be here wrapping up and cleaning up for a

  9    little bit, so if anybody has any specific questions, we

 10    will be available to answer your questions.  If anybody

 11    wants Jeff Bruno's contact information, or EPA's office is

 12    on the line, if they would like their contact information,

 13    please see me.  And again, there is lots of information on

 14    the website at donlingoldeis.com.  And feel free to

 15    contact me either by phone or by e-mail.  Thank you.

 16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And I think we would like

 17    to thank everybody for making the effort to come this

 18    afternoon.  We would very much like to thank John Mark for

 19    his translating and for all of the folks who put the

 20    facility together for us.  I think it was a really helpful

 21    meeting.  We had a lot to learn from the comments.  So

 22    thank you, and we will come see you again soon.

 23               (Proceedings adjourned at 4:00 p.m.)

 24

 25
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