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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I think we are going to
 3    go ahead and get started.  I'd like to welcome you to the
 4    scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental
 5    impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don
 6    Kuhle.  I'm with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the
 7    project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two
 8    people from URS Corporation, which is the contractor
 9    assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They are Kim
10    Varner Wetzel and Moxie Alexie.
11              We also will be recording all of your comments.
12    We have a court reporter here, Mary Vavrik.  And so we ask
13    that if you ask any questions -- you are welcome to ask
14    questions as we go along.  If you do, please speak up and
15    state your name beforehand so we have it for the record.
16              This is the agenda for today, just to provide
17    you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We
18    will talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then
19    the EIS project milestones.  Next we want to provide a
20    basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed
21    it.  And then we will summarize with a few issues as a way
22    of inviting your comments.  And we encourage you to get
23    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  So as I
24    said, please feel free to ask questions as we go.
25              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
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 1    mine project that will require federal and State permits.
 2    And in order to comply with the National Environmental
 3    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
 4    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
 5    proponent or an opponent of the project.  It is Donlin
 6    Gold's project.  The EIS will be used in making permit
 7    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.
 8              Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS
 9    process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
10    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
11    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
12    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes
13    through government-to-government consultation.
14              This map gives an orientation of the project
15    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site, the
16    mine site north of Crooked Creek and down to the lower
17    Kuskokwim River and the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a
18    remote region with little development to date and no
19    existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing
20    transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is
21    concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.
22              The proposed mine would require all new
23    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and this
24    would all be subject to permitting before the project can
25    proceed.
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 1              This map gives an idea of the logistics and the
 2    supply links to the proposed mine.  Transportation
 3    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west
 4    coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
 5    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to
 6    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel
 7    for transfer to the river barges.  And then the fuel and
 8    supplies will be barged upriver and off-loaded at a new
 9    barge landing in Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet
10    will bring in natural gas.
11              So we will now turn to the EIS process and start
12    with why an EIS is prepared in the first place.  The
13    National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, requires an
14    EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting
15    the quality of the human environment.  And in this case
16    Donlin Gold has submitted application for permits under
17    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
18    Rivers and Harbors Act, and issuance of these permits
19    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
20    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
21    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
22    regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other
23    agencies to make their permit decisions.
24              And in addition to complying with NEPA, the
25    Corps is also required to complete a public interest
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 1    review and analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean
 2    Water Act, which requires that we select the least
 3    environmentally damaging practicable alternative.  And we
 4    will incorporate the information for these into the EIS.
 5                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  I'll just pause for a
 6    second.  I heard someone join us on the line.  Did someone
 7    join our call?
 8                    MS. GODSEY:  This is Cindi Godsey with
 9    EPA.
10                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Oh, great.  Thanks,
11    Cindy.  Don just got us started.  We are on the slide
12    about why we're here, the Corps is here preparing an EIS.
13    And if there is a pause in the presentation and you want
14    to say anything, you are welcome to join in.  Folks in the
15    audience, someone from the EPA is here if you want to ask
16    questions when we pause again.  Thanks.
17                    MS. GODSEY:  Thank you.
18                    MR. KUHLE:  This slide shows that many
19    agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work
20    together on the EIS.  Cooperative agencies are selected
21    based on their permitting responsibilities or special
22    expertise.  As I said previously, the EIS will be used by
23    the agencies to aid in their permit decisions.  It will
24    not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities
25    and processes.
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 1              We have several -- we have some of our
 2    cooperating agency representatives with us, and I'll
 3    invite them to introduce themselves and say a few words
 4    about the roles of their agencies in the EIS process.  We
 5    have Jeff Bruno and Sarah Yoder with the State.  I'll
 6    start with them.
 7                    MR. BRUNO:  My name is Jeff Bruno with the
 8    Department of Natural Resources.  I kind of serve as a
 9    single point contact for the State as far as this project
10    is concerned to help the hunting and pecking, but the
11    State as a cooperating agency has agreed to dedicate staff
12    and resources and expertise to the Corps to help them
13    complete a thorough EIS.  So our role in this is going to
14    be assisting with the EIS, but then obviously we have a
15    large permit list also that will happen outside of this
16    process.
17              Additionally, we also have Sarah Yoder here, and
18    I'm going to let her describe kind of what her role is.
19    It's a little unique, as opposed to a cooperating agency.
20    She's with Health and Social Services.
21                    MS. YODER:  Hi, like Jeff said, I'm Sarah,
22    and I work with the Department of Health and Social
23    Services.  I'm in the Health Impact Assessment Program.
24    And the Health Impact Assessment Program is looking at the
25    potential positive and negative effects of the project and
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 1    writing a report on that which will be an appendix into
 2    the EIS and integrated into an appropriate section.  So
 3    that's why I'm here.  If you have any questions related to
 4    health on this project, feel free to ask me.
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  And I guess EPA called in.
 6    And Cindy, did you want to make any comments?
 7                    MS. GODSEY:  Sure.  EPA is a cooperating
 8    agency.  Although we don't have any federal permit actions
 9    to issue for this project, however, we are cooperating to
10    assist the Corps in developing the EIS that addresses the
11    regulatory requirements and standards for clean air and
12    water, oil and chemical spill planning and response, and
13    the National Environmental Policy Act.  And we have
14    oversight responsibilities for State issues, air and
15    wastewater permits.  We also have a regional mining team
16    that has special expertise in the areas such as air
17    modeling, water quality, wetlands, geochemistry,
18    traditional knowledge, environmental justice and tribal
19    consultation.
20              Also separate from our responsibilities as a
21    cooperating agency, we have an independent authority under
22    the Clean Air Act to review and comment on other federal
23    agencies' EISs, and our written comments will advise the
24    Corps on how to make improvements to the EIS.
25              Thanks, Don.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindy.  Okay.
 2    The Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits
 3    and consultations.  And this slide provides several
 4    examples.  And I'll highlight two of these and invite you
 5    to read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would
 6    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
 7    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
 8    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill.  And since
 9    a portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands,
10    BLM will need to evaluate a right-of-way application.  And
11    you can find a more comprehensive list of all the required
12    permits in the Donlin Gold permit application, which is
13    available on the project website.
14              This slide shows that there are also many
15    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
16    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
17    State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would
18    evaluate a right-of-way application.  And the Department
19    of Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
20    for water and air quality permits, and the Department of
21    Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect
22    fish habitat.  The Corps will consult with the State
23    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
24    historic resources.  And again, there is a much more
25    comprehensive list that can be found on the project
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 1    website.  So this overview of permits shows why the
 2    various federal and State agencies are here and involved
 3    in the EIS.
 4              So we will turn now to the milestones in an EIS.
 5    Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an
 6    EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows the six major
 7    steps that will be taken from now through November 2015.
 8              A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
 9    Register on December 14th, and that initiated the EIS
10    process.  And scoping began on that date and will continue
11    through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public
12    meetings and other methods to provide information and to
13    gather comments.  And that's part of the process.  That's
14    why we are here today is to try to gather your comments
15    and provide you with information.  After scoping, the
16    contractor, URS, will work with the Corps and cooperating
17    agencies, using the information from the scoping process,
18    along with information provided by Donlin, plus additional
19    studies that URS deems necessary to produce a draft EIS,
20    which is expected to be completed by August 2014.
21              I should mention that all the dates from here on
22    are estimates.  The dates could shift.  They are not set
23    in stone, but that's our best estimate at this time.
24              And then once the draft EIS is completed, there
25    will be an opportunity for public comment.  We will have
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 1    additional public meetings similar to these, and there
 2    will be information on the website and opportunities to
 3    comment on the draft EIS.  And all the information gained
 4    in that process will be used to prepare a final EIS, which
 5    is expected to be completed in October 2015.
 6              And then the various agencies will use the final
 7    EIS to prepare their Records of Decision.  Each agency
 8    will prepare their own individual Record of Decision.  And
 9    those are estimated to be completed in November of 2015.
10              And one thing to note about this slide is the
11    gold-colored circles that refer to the public involvement
12    opportunities.  The first is the scoping process.  And
13    again, that's part of the reason we're here now.  So any
14    of your comments that you provide during the scoping
15    period that are submitted by March 29th will be addressed
16    in the draft EIS.
17              The second major opportunity for your
18    involvement is during the review of the draft EIS.  So
19    again, we encourage you to get your -- participate in
20    those meetings and get your comments in to us.
21              As I said, the purpose of the scoping period is
22    to provide information and to listen to residents in the
23    affected region.  And we have broken this into four areas.
24    The first is to provide information about the EIS
25    milestones.  And we just discussed that in the previous
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 1    slide.  The second is to share information about the
 2    proposed project.  And we will be doing that shortly in
 3    our program, but the information is also available on the
 4    website and through newsletters that are being mailed out
 5    to all the households in the affected region.
 6              The last two are to identify issues and concerns
 7    to examine in the EIS and section 106 process and to
 8    identify useful information from communities.  And we are
 9    counting on you to help us with these two.  And we would
10    like to know what you would like to see addressed in the
11    EIS and do you have any information that we can use to
12    make informed decisions in the EIS process.
13              This is the schedule for the scoping meetings,
14    the schedule as originally proposed.  It's been changed
15    somewhat because we had some -- because of weather we were
16    unable to get to Quinhagak and Kipnuk, and we had to
17    reschedule those.  But originally we were planning to
18    start in the villages nearest the project, and then in the
19    second week to focus on the lower Kuskokwim River, and
20    then in February we would travel to the Bering Sea coast
21    and the lower Yukon, and in March the final round would
22    include the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.  As I
23    said, because of some of the scheduling changes because of
24    problems with weather, the schedule is now that after --
25    since we are here for McGrath today, February 24th through


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 13


 1    the 27th we will be going to Quinhagak, Hooper Bay and
 2    Toksook Bay.  And March 10th through the 14th we will be
 3    going back to Kipnuk, to St. Marys and to Emmonak, and
 4    then on March 18th we will finish up in Holy Cross.
 5              This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme
 6    represents the many subregions of the project area and
 7    helps you know how the scoping plan was developed.  For
 8    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
 9    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this
10    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was
11    the closest community to the mine site and also in Aniak,
12    which is a subregional hub.  And for the other subregions,
13    the meetings have been and will be similarly held in the
14    subregional hubs.
15              Now we will move on to a summary of the mining
16    project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a
17    50/50 partnership between two large international mining
18    companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold
19    deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native
20    corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface
21    owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.
22    It's a very large project, as you can see.  It's expected
23    to produce on average of 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
24    for a mining life of 27 and a half years, and produce
25    59 -- will process 59,000 tons of ore each day for that 27
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 1    and a half years.
 2              Now, we noted that the Donlin Gold Project will
 3    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
 4    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK
 5    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
 6    might be affected by the project.  For many communities
 7    the project might affect lands and resources that are used
 8    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
 9    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
10    with many permits and many agencies involved.
11              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
12    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
13    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
14    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
15    applications.  We are now starting the three-year
16    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the
17    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,
18    the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
19    permits.  If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold will
20    proceed with three to four years of construction and then
21    an estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
22              And then at the conclusion of the active life of
23    the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
24    reclamation.  And this would include decommissioning the
25    mill facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
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 1    treatment or tailings storage facility and the waste rock
 2    storage facilities.  The land will be recontoured, and
 3    native vegetation will be planted.
 4              Okay.  We will now turn to the major components
 5    of the project, starting with the pipeline and power
 6    plant.  The pipeline will be buried.  It will not be up on
 7    supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  So it
 8    would be cold.  It would not generate heat.  Where it
 9    crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be installed
10    below the riverbed using horizontal directional drilling,
11    or HDD, as shown in the center photo.  For example, this
12    technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
13    three forks of the George River.
14              The image of the block valve on the right side
15    of the slide at the top shows that the pipeline
16    right-of-way would not be fenced off.  So it would not
17    block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way
18    will be brushed every ten years to provide continued
19    access for monitoring and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The
20    construction process will not create a road along the
21    right-of-way and the design would allow access, but after
22    construction no improved access for vehicles and no
23    bridges at water crossings.
24                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  So what did you say?  It
25    will -- so there will be, like, pipe on the ground and it
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 1    won't be protected?
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  It will be a buried pipeline.
 3                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  All the way?
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  There is two locations where
 5    it crosses faults.  And, you know, for protection from
 6    seismic activities it will be elevated by -- I think they
 7    are just very short distances, less than a quarter mile.
 8                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Did you say it will come
 9    three-fourths of the way down the George River?
10                    MR. KUHLE:  It would be buried -- it would
11    be drilled -- it would be horizontal directional drilling,
12    so there will be nothing above the water or aboveground.
13    It will be drilled under three forks of the George River,
14    so --
15                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Three forks.
16                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  The road access to the
17    pipeline, is that going to be open to the public?  And
18    what kind of vehicle traffic will there be on it?  You are
19    saying it's not going to be a road that you can drive cars
20    or trucks or anything on?
21                    MR. KUHLE:  It will just be -- there will
22    be no -- no road or any -- no -- no deliberate access.  It
23    will be brushed to allow access for maintenance.  Every
24    ten years they will go through and cut the brush to allow
25    access, but there will be no permanent road.
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 1                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Is most of this being
 2    placed along the Iditarod right-of-way?
 3                    Mr. KUHLE:  No.  I mean, there are places
 4    where it -- you know, as I understand it, it will be close
 5    to the Iditarod trail, but that will all be evaluated.  In
 6    fact, one of the -- I'll get to the pipeline route here in
 7    a bit, and it does show there is one alternative that's
 8    being proposed that would actually, you know, keep it
 9    further away from the Iditarod trail.  But there will be
10    places where it will be close to the Iditarod trail, yes.
11    It's not going to specifically follow the Iditarod trail
12    route.  But that will all be addressed in -- you know, if
13    you have concerns regarding that, you know, please submit
14    them and they will be addressed in the EIS anyhow.  But if
15    you have specific concerns, we ask that you submit your
16    comments.
17                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Maybe I can jump in
18    and maybe you can add more to your question.  The reason
19    why Mary is recording your comments is because during this
20    scoping process you are sharing your knowledge, your
21    concerns, your questions.  And those are actually items
22    that URS, the consultant, the third-party consultant,
23    actually goes and researches over the course of a year,
24    year and a half in order to understand what those impacts
25    might be, how it might affect the decision on the
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 1    alternatives for the design or the mitigation of the
 2    project.  And so it's great to ask questions about, you
 3    know, what is this project and what's it designed; but
 4    then also saying, well, I'm concerned about how close will
 5    it get to the Iditarod trail or how close -- what is the
 6    technology getting onto rivers.
 7              So when you ask questions about the project,
 8    feel free to also, you know, sort of ask, what are you
 9    researching about that that will protect some resource I
10    care about.  So sorry to jump in there.
11                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I have another comment
12    I'd like to get on the record.  And that is that the
13    Kuskokwim River is probably the last major river in North
14    America that's roadless.  It's not accessed by road
15    anywhere.  So you have got an intact corridor for movement
16    of wildlife and so on.  That's why I was concerned about
17    the road.  If a road was to provide access to it, that
18    would interfere with subsistence hunting and could change
19    the whole nature of the river.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  That's a good point to
21    make.
22                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I think they need to
23    think about that because there is no other river like it
24    in the United States that isn't -- the Yukon has several
25    access points and all the others across Canada have
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 1    access, but this is a complete intact corridor now where,
 2    you know, caribou or whatever are free to move back and
 3    forth.  You don't have any interruption in that migration.
 4    So --
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  That's the type of
 6    information we are looking for.  Thanks.
 7                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  And I think there is
 8    some value in that, so it should be addressed, I think, in
 9    looking at this.  But from what you said, there won't be a
10    public road that would provide that access.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  Okay.  Thank you.
12    Okay.  This slide here actually shows the pipeline route.
13    And it will start at Beluga on the upper west side of Cook
14    Inlet and will cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run
15    west along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the
16    Kuskokwim River Valley and continue west to the mine site
17    near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline will cross about 56
18    percent State lands, 34 four percent BLM lands, and ten
19    percent Native corporation lands.
20              And I mentioned already the blue segment kind of
21    in the middle there, this is an alternative pipeline
22    corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
23    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
24    proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the
25    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
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 1    notified the Corps that this alternative is under
 2    consideration and will be examined during geotechnical
 3    investigations this coming summer.
 4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  After you build this
 5    pipeline, you mentioned at the last meeting here in
 6    McGrath that there is a possibility maybe that we can hire
 7    a private contractor to build a pipeline into McGrath for
 8    natural gas.  Is that still a possibility?
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  The --
10                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  There was a comment
11    about having gas coming into McGrath.
12                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yeah.  First of all,
13    it's -- you know, it's Donlin Gold's project.  It's not --
14    the Corps of Engineers isn't going to be building this.
15    And the project that's presented -- been presented to us
16    is just for the pipeline for access to the -- you know, to
17    the mine site.  And I guess my understanding is that --
18    and I can't -- I don't remember the exact term, but it's
19    an open --
20                    MR. BRUNO:  It's a common carrier.
21    Anybody can tap into it that can afford to get into it.
22    You have to file some paperwork.  And there are some
23    tariffs associated with --
24                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  But the possibility is
25    there?
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 1                    MR. BRUNO:  Right.  Donlin applied for it
 2    in a manner that allows other entities to come in and take
 3    gas off of it.
 4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I got another question.
 5    Your future meetings, we got McGrath people here, but I
 6    was wondering, do you have access to -- do you have a way
 7    to pay for people to come down from Nikolai or Takotna?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  The Corps of Engineers does
 9    not.
10                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I mean Donlin Gold.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  You would have to talk to
12    Donlin Gold about this.  We are doing an EIS, and we
13    are -- you know, if you were interested in something like
14    that, you would have to talk to Donlin Gold, but the Corps
15    of Engineers is not involved in any of that.
16                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  You are strictly all
17    Corps of Engineers?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is somebody
19    from Donlin here.  You can talk to them later, if you
20    would like.
21                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  In future meetings we
22    will again provide teleconference.  We also had a radio
23    show presentation -- I don't know actually -- does Bethel
24    radio get this far?  No?  Okay.  So that's something to
25    explore.  We did -- we did ask the radio station here if
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 1    we could have a call-in show or broadcast it, and they
 2    didn't have the capacity for this meeting, but we will try
 3    again.  But we will always do telephone conference calling
 4    so you can call in to listen to this presentation or at
 5    the 13 other communities.  So -- and there is the website,
 6    and we sent the newsletters.  If you have other ideas on
 7    ways -- we can't possibly visit all of the communities in
 8    the project area, but we are looking for any creative way
 9    to still provide the information and to let people
10    comment.  So if you have ideas, you can talk to me
11    afterward or bring them up.  So thank you.
12                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
13    move on?
14              This slide shows the project components at the
15    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
16    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
17    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
18    and 1,850 feet deep by the -- towards the end of the mine
19    life.  Number two is the tailings impoundment, which is
20    technically referred to as a waste treatment facility, and
21    it would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
22    square miles.  Tailings are the fine powder-like material
23    that is left after the gold has been removed from the
24    mill.
25              Number three is the waste rock facility, which
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 1    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And this waste rock is the
 2    rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These
 3    major facilities support the mill, which would process
 4    59,000 tons of ore per day.
 5                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Will that waste rock be
 6    also leached with cyanide, or is that strictly just piled
 7    rock?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  As I understand it, it's just
 9    rock that's removed to get to the ore.
10                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  So that won't be leached?
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Waste rock is just -- yeah,
12    it's not the gold-bearing ore.  It's not ore.  It's just
13    rock that they have to remove to get to the ore.
14                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  On the tailings storage
15    there, that's water that gets there.  That's a lake or
16    something in there?
17                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's -- it's the --
18    there is water in it.  You know, it's -- it's discharged
19    on the slurry, I believe.
20                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  What is the assurance
21    that that will be maintained long term?  Because as I
22    understand it, once you take the arsenic and everything
23    out and put it in there, you can't put it back again.  Now
24    it's being maintained by the rock and so on.
25                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And that's one of the
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 1    things that will be looked at and addressed and evaluated
 2    in the EIS process.  There is a -- you know, a liner, an
 3    impermeable liner underneath that.  I can't give you all
 4    the specifics at this time of, you know, all the measures
 5    that will be taken to make sure, but the mine is designed
 6    to have no discharge.  You know, there will be no -- none
 7    of the water that comes in contact with any of the mining
 8    activities will be discharged off site.  It will all be
 9    either reused or recycled in the process or stored on
10    site.
11                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  That lining you are
12    going to use, how long do you expect that lining to last?
13                    MR. KUHLE:  I can't give you an estimate.
14    It's supposed to be for perpetuity, but --
15                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  [inaudible] all that
16    waste is going to go down the river, right?
17                    MR. KUHLE:  Again, that's why we are here
18    and why we are evaluating the application, to make sure
19    that it's constructed in a manner so that doesn't happen.
20                    MR. BEN MAGNUSON:  Not all mines have the
21    same amount of arsenic or contaminants.  It depends on the
22    locality of the source, what they have.  Some are just the
23    same as if it would be coming down the river.
24                    MS. SALLY COLLINS:  I'm curious if this is
25    on or near a major fault zone, if -- if that -- I know we
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 1    have earthquake fault zones in this area.  Is that close
 2    to or on a fault line?
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  There is two areas that the
 4    pipeline crosses.  As I said before, in those locations
 5    the pipeline will be aboveground, and it will be designed
 6    so that they can move, I guess, similar to the Alaska
 7    Pipeline --
 8                    MS. SALLY COLLINS:  I was thinking of the
 9    mine site itself, the main mill site.  Is that in a --
10                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of any faults
11    that -- I guess we will take your comment and look at that
12    in the process, but I am not aware that there is any
13    faults at the mine site.  Thank you.
14              Okay.  We will move on.  This is an overview of
15    the major transportation infrastructure.  There would be
16    new or expanded port facilities for transferring fuel and
17    cargo to the river barges.  There would be a new barge
18    landing near Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo
19    after they are barged upriver.  And from Jungjuk they
20    would be -- the fuel and cargo would then be trucked to
21    the mine site by way of a new 30-mile road, and there
22    would also be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site
23    and a 40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the
24    mine site.
25                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  How many barges are
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 1    they talking about in summer?  Is it going to be
 2    continuous activity up and down the river?
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  This slide here will go
 4    through that.  I think that will answer your questions.
 5    If you have any more afterwards, feel free to ask again.
 6              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
 7    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
 8    1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26
 9    acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
10    traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and
11    diesel fuel.  The fuel barges will be double-hulled.  The
12    navigation season would average 110 days per year, and
13    there would be about three barge tow passings per day;
14    meaning that if you were standing anywhere on the river,
15    you could expect to see three barge tows.  Might be two up
16    and one down or one up and two down.  But there would be
17    an average of three per day.  And each barge tow would be
18    pushing four barges.
19              There would be an average of 64 barge tows and
20    58 cargo tows per season.  The cargo barges would carry
21    550 tons each, and the fuel barges would each have a
22    capacity of 173,000 gallons.  And the shipping season, the
23    barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would
24    be roughly the same both during construction and during
25    operation of the mine.
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 1                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Probably my most and
 2    my main concern is the fish that come up this river and
 3    how all those barges are going to affect the fish.  A lot
 4    of us depend on the salmon and other fish that go up and
 5    down this river.  The sheefish go all the way out to the
 6    ocean, I'm hearing.  And all the salmon that come up.  So
 7    my main concern is the fish in the river.
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah.  We have
 9    heard that concern in probably every one of our meetings
10    so far.  If you have any -- that definitely will be
11    addressed in the EIS.  If you have specific concerns
12    regarding specific species or specific runs or specific
13    areas, that would all be useful information that we could
14    use, or even just your general comments are good, too.
15    So --
16                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Probably all the
17    fish.  And if there is any contaminants in the water, how
18    is it going to affect the fish, especially with the Red
19    Devil Mine and things going into the river on that side?
20                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we
21    are here for is to hear these concerns.  If you think of
22    anything more between now and the end of the scoping
23    period, I'd ask that you submit them to us.
24                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I'd like to add to her
25    comments along the line Betty had.  One of the concerns
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 1    with the fisheries advisory group on the river was the
 2    impact of the wakes from those barges because all the fish
 3    migrating down the river rest along the shore.  And if you
 4    have got three a day, are they assessing the impact of the
 5    wave on that shoreline habitat for the outmigrating fish?
 6    Because if it's impacting them in any way, they have to
 7    feed and they have to rest on their way down to the ocean.
 8    And we have seen what kind of waves the barges could put
 9    out here.  The river is bigger down there.  But are they
10    doing any estimate on what -- what the wave impact will
11    be, I guess, on the shorelines?
12                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  That's another
13    comment we have heard that already, too, and that will
14    definitely be -- we will definitely look at that.  So
15    thank you.
16                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  How many river miles
17    are we talking about from the mouth of the Kuskokwim up to
18    Crooked?
19                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know the exact number.
20    It's in the project description, which is available on the
21    website, I believe.  I believe it's close to 200 miles
22    from the mouth, you know, and it might be maybe 150 from
23    Bethel.  I'm not sure the exact total.  It's in that
24    ballpark area, maybe 200 miles from the mouth up to
25    Jungjuk, the new port site.
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 1                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  My question really is it's
 2    really neat all this mumbo-jumbo.  How many barges are
 3    they going to be physically or how many tugs are pushing
 4    something on that river at any given time?  You said three
 5    a day, four a day.  It depends on what they are hauling.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  The information provided to us
 7    so far is that it will be an average of three per day
 8    during the navigation -- the 110 --
 9                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Three of them going either
10    up or down or a combination?
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Or in combination.  It will be
12    most likely you would see two up and one down or one up
13    and two down.
14                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  So will these make that
15    trip in one day, or is this a two-day trip up and a
16    two-day trip down or a three-day up/three-day down?
17    Because that makes it nine on the river.  See, we don't
18    have an accurate count how many are actually physically on
19    the river.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  On the river at any given
21    time.
22                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Exactly.
23                    MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard it asked that
24    way yet.
25                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  That's the real question
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 1    is:  How many of these are really going to be on the river
 2    at any given time?
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  All right.  I mean,
 4    thanks for your comment.
 5                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Isn't that legitimate?
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  It's a legitimate comment.  We
 7    will answer that, yes.
 8                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  It depends on where you
 9    see the three.
10                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  I guess the question I
11    got with the barging is, I take it, then, we have got --
12    half of our season the river is frozen, so will the ore
13    just be piled all winter and then barged out in the
14    summer?
15                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  I didn't catch
16    your whole question.  Could you repeat your question?
17                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  My concern is that, you
18    know, you only got six months out of the year to have an
19    open river, so what's going to happen during the winter
20    months; are they going to stockpile that stuff that needs
21    to be barged out during the winter?
22                    MR. KUHLE:  None of the ore -- they are
23    not going to barge any ore out.  It's going to be all
24    processed on site, and it will leave the site as the gold
25    bars or --
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 1                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  They will fly the bars
 2    out.
 3                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  If you got a 27-year
 4    project, they should just put a rail, a train right to
 5    Bethel, transport the supplies that way, and they don't
 6    have to disturb anything to do with the river.  Because
 7    with that long of a project, your initial cost is going to
 8    be great, but for a 27-year project, it will be a lot --
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a question that could
10    be addressed in the alternatives portion of the EIS.
11                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  It would take a lot of
12    concern away from concerns about the fish and anything to
13    do with the river.
14                    MR. KUHLE:  So you are proposing a rail
15    from Bethel up to the mine site?
16                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  I think in the long run
17    I think your support will be greater, you know, to
18    transfer fuel and stuff by rail and not have that many
19    barges on the river during the summer months.  It will
20    take all the concern about the fishing industry and
21    everything right out of it.  A 27-year project, that's not
22    that far of a run from the mine to Bethel.  So I wouldn't
23    think you would have to do any major river crossings.
24    It's on the same side of the river.
25                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any
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 1    others before we move on?
 2              Okay.  Additional infrastructure includes a
 3    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
 4    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does
 5    also include some smaller remote camps for pipeline
 6    construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and
 7    will support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
 8    shifts, meaning only about half of the total workforce
 9    would be on the site at any given time.
10              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
11    meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So we will
12    now turn to several slides of examples of issues and
13    concerns.  One major area is water resources.  The project
14    is designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted
15    water, but there still can be concerns regarding water.
16    Some examples are noted on this slide.
17              The streams and other surface waters would be
18    diverted away from and around the mining activities in
19    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
20    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
21    process and could affect base flows of the nearby streams.
22    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
23    adjacent groundwater levels and can affect nearby streams.
24    Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, could
25    generate acid or leach metals.  Waste rock, tailings, and
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 1    all runoff would have to be carefully managed to avoid
 2    contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
 3                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  The mine dewatering,
 4    you know, the question I got for that really, during the
 5    rainy season if it's going to fill up that pit and
 6    where -- you got another pit to pump water into or your
 7    wastewater into?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  I -- you know, I'm sure
 9    that's -- Donlin has studied that for their water balance,
10    and also it will be definitely addressed in the EIS.  You
11    know, looking at, I guess, average precipitation and other
12    sources of water, that definitely will be considered.  I
13    don't have the answer at this point as far as what -- what
14    we are presenting is the project as proposed to us.  We
15    are taking comments on what concerns or issues, you know,
16    you have, things like that.  We will take them -- have
17    them on the record, and they will be addressed in the EIS.
18              So if you are concerned that there is not
19    adequate water storage on site, we will look at that.
20    Does that answer your question?
21                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  My concern is, like I
22    said, if we have a really bad rainy season and the water
23    pit fills up, do you got another water pit to pump the
24    wastewater into?
25                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware offhand.  As I
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 1    said, I expect that, you know, they have considered all
 2    the -- you know, what the rainiest season is and taken
 3    that all into consideration to make sure that that doesn't
 4    happen, but that's part -- that will all be the -- the
 5    project as proposed has been submitted to us, and it will
 6    be analyzed by URS, the contractor, to do those
 7    evaluations.  That information will be, you know,
 8    evaluated and included in the draft EIS.  There will be an
 9    opportunity for others to take a look at it and review it
10    at that time and provide, you know, comments if they feel
11    the analysis has been adequate, but I don't have -- I
12    don't have the entire design or all the factors available
13    to me at this time.
14              Okay.  If there is no other questions, we will
15    move on to the air quality.  This slide shows some
16    examples of air quality issues.  There will be several
17    sources of emissions, including a large number of large
18    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
19    created by moving and processing the overburden, waste
20    rock and the ore.  Climate change is a growing concern and
21    will need to be considered because there will be large
22    amounts of hydrocarbons burned in the mining process.
23              Mercury will be looked at in several areas;
24    naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be
25    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
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 1    emissions could occur during the milling process, and any
 2    mercury co-product would require careful storage and
 3    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
 4    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
 5    and good response plans will be crucial to preventing any
 6    spills.
 7              Other major issues and concerns include
 8    wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
 9    subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed
10    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres, and of this
11    approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and
12    related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along
13    the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by
14    excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other
15    disturbances.  And 6,900 acres of these would be wetlands.
16    There will also be fish and wildlife habitat losses or
17    reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300
18    acres, and there will also be direct disturbance of
19    individual animals.
20              We have already discussed barge traffic and know
21    that there will be a substantial increase on the river.
22    The subsistence and traditional land uses will be affected
23    by loss of lands to development.
24              Here is other examples of issues and concerns.
25    And these are focused on communities, cultural resources
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 1    and recreation.  There would be a huge new workforce in
 2    the area.  There will be 3,000 workers during construction
 3    and 1,400 for the operations of the mine.  And this would
 4    bring new employment and income, but it will also have
 5    many effects on community life and human health.
 6    Historical and archeological sites and traditional
 7    cultural properties in the area might be disturbed or
 8    destroyed.  Recreational and visual resources, including
 9    the Iditarod trail, might be affected by new structures
10    and mining operations.
11              So to conclude, we know that the proposed
12    project and the land resources are important to you, and
13    we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to
14    get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
15    important thing by being here today and participating in
16    the scoping meeting.  To find more information or submit a
17    comment form, you can visit the project website,
18    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone
19    number and e-mail address are on there.  That's my direct
20    line.  And my direct e-mail, feel free to contact me.
21              For tribal matters, Amanda Shearer is our tribal
22    liaison, and you can contact her at the phone number and
23    e-mail address on the slide.  We have had two tribal
24    teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating agency
25    status or government-to-government consultation for those
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 1    tribes that wish to participate in that.  And we plan to
 2    have more teleconferences.  And tribal governments also
 3    have the opportunity to enter into
 4    government-to-government consultation.  And that is a
 5    separate process from the cooperating agency status or the
 6    EIS process, but if there are any tribal representatives
 7    that would like to discuss government-to-government
 8    consultation, I welcome them to come see me after the
 9    meeting tonight.
10              So now we would like to hear your questions and
11    concerns.  And we do want to document your comments
12    carefully, so if you would like to give -- do we have the
13    list of people that wanted to give comments?  I guess,
14    first of all, if you have any final questions, we will
15    take those and then we will have an opportunity for
16    anybody to make -- if they have a prepared statement that
17    they would like to speak to get it on the record, we will
18    do that.
19              So these are some ideas of the types of comments
20    that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking
21    for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the
22    EIS.  We want you to identify potential impacts and
23    effects on resources.  We like hearing ideas that you have
24    on alternatives.  We would like to find out about any
25    important information available in your community.  And if
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 1    you have written comments, we ask that you leave a copy
 2    with our recorder so that she can have an accurate account
 3    of them.
 4              So first of all, if there is any remaining
 5    questions, and then we will have the opportunity for
 6    anybody else to give prepared comments.
 7                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I don't have any
 8    questions.  I just have some comments that -- okay to do
 9    that now, or --
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess, fine, but first
11    of all, if there is no remaining questions, yes, then we
12    will go and move on to the comments.  So any remaining
13    questions before we go on to comments?
14                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  You keep saying the
15    Donlin.  Who owns Donlin?  Is it a Canadian company or
16    American company?  Who is the actual company that's going
17    to be doing this?  Where are they from?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  Barrick Gold and NovaGold, and
19    I believe they are Canadian companies.
20                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  Canadian?
21                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  Lewis brought up a good
22    idea about putting a railbelt between Bethel and Donlin
23    Creek.  Another idea is to have a road alongside there,
24    too.  Instead of doing the summer job, they can -- they
25    can run the road all winter long, you know, between Donlin
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 1    and Bethel.  And, again, it wouldn't hurt the fish or the
 2    river, wouldn't contaminate the river or nothing.
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.
 4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  They have a road all
 5    the way to Prudhoe Bay, and that works just fine.  They
 6    can have that between Bethel and Crooked Creek.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thanks for your
 8    comments.  I guess we can move on into comments now.
 9    Ma'am, would you like to --
10                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I'll probably forget half
11    of what I was going to say.
12                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  You can follow up.
13    I'll leave you folks -- if you want to write in a comment,
14    of course, we will give you an e-mail address.  So don't
15    feel like this is your only shot.  It's definitely not.
16    It's just nice because there are several different
17    agencies, so there might be a few ways to respond.  So
18    don't feel any pressure.
19                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I know that Donlin has
20    been here in the community and has met and described the
21    project, but I really think -- and this is not a comment
22    to you.  This is a comment to the Donlin people that might
23    be here today, that I think we need to get them back here
24    to the community so that some of these questions that are
25    being asked of you all could better be answered by Donlin,
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 1    you know, like did they investigate the rail, you know,
 2    and did they -- you know, when they looked at the erosion
 3    on the river and all that.  It might be good to get them
 4    to come back.
 5              And then I went down to Elko, Nevada and toured
 6    Nova and Barrick's two mining operations down there, I
 7    think it was a year ago, and they are very similar to this
 8    operation, which will leave a big open pit.  And I went
 9    through every single part of the mine that -- you know,
10    where the rock went, how they took care of all the safety
11    concerns, the hazardous materials, the lining that went
12    under the -- what do you call it?
13                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Waste rock.
14                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  No.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  The tailings.
16                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  The tailings, all of
17    that.  And I have to say that I walked away from that tour
18    feeling very comfortable with all of the thought and the
19    work that goes into making this happen, protecting the
20    resource and, you know, making sure it's done properly.
21    It was very, very impressive.
22              What I also wanted to comment about is how happy
23    Elko, Nevada people are because it brought a lot of jobs
24    into that area where it was a community that is dying off,
25    much like many of the rural communities in Alaska.  And
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 1    employing 3,000 people to build that mine that's going to
 2    take four or five years to build it, once we get through
 3    the three-year EIS, and then 600 people after that, 600 to
 4    1,200 people after that I think is really going to help
 5    save some of the dying communities and help bring some of
 6    our young people home who have gone away to make money and
 7    seek employment elsewhere.  And it would be nice to have
 8    that employment and have people from here employed that
 9    could just go an hour and 20-minute flight down and go to
10    work for a week or two at a time and then come home and
11    live the lifestyle that they like to live out here.
12              And then there was one more comment.  Oh.  I
13    know that this is -- we haven't thought yet about tying
14    into the gas line, but it's something that we as a region,
15    I know we have to look at and start figuring out how we
16    are going to make that happen.  And so my question is:  If
17    we pursue that part of it and we go for -- it's called a
18    spur line?  Spur line.  That's going to involve another
19    EIS portion, right, to build a spur line in from -- say
20    where it comes out of the range over here to the McGrath
21    area?
22                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  She's talking about
23    natural gas.
24                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Natural gas.
25                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess it would have to be
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 1    looked at -- when the details of the project came in, it
 2    would have to be determined at that time what type of a --
 3    if it involved filling in wetlands, which it likely would,
 4    it would require a permit from us as, you know, the Donlin
 5    Project does.  We would look at it at that time to
 6    determine if it had a -- you know, would have significant
 7    impacts on the quality of the human environment.  That's
 8    the way NEPA, the National Environmental Policy Act,
 9    states it.  If it does, then -- and if it's a federal
10    project -- requiring federal permits, it's a federal
11    project.  So at that time we would make a determination
12    whether it required an EIS or if it could just be
13    evaluated under a more standard permitting process.
14                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Thank you.
15                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  On the spur line, is
16    there anybody in Donlin -- from Donlin here to answer one
17    question?  Is there a proposed spur line between --
18    besides McGrath?
19                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't have any information
20    on that.  I don't know.
21                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  There isn't.
22                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I hadn't heard about
23    it, but there might be to Bethel and Aniak in the future,
24    but --
25                    MR. KUHLE:  Did we have anybody that asked
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 1    to --
 2                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  We didn't ask that.
 3    It's just a small group.  Anybody is welcome to comment.
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  Is there anybody else that
 5    would like to make comments for the record?
 6                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  Are you looking at any
 7    other development in the area while you are doing this?
 8    Because I know there is a lot of work being done down here
 9    on Vinasale where there is a big gold deposit, too.  And
10    if that went forward, they would need power, too.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  The EIS process looks at
12    cumulative impacts, including the reasonably foreseeable
13    effects, too, so if you are -- if you have specific --
14                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I know Doyon is involved
15    in that.  I don't know where that is, but they need a lot
16    of power to process their --
17                    MR. KUHLE:  If you have other things like
18    that that you know, you see as could contribute to
19    cumulative effects, I ask that you submit comments
20    regarding that.  Anybody else?  Comments?
21                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Don, if you want to
22    invite -- the whole team, we pointed out some of the
23    agency members and, of course, the Corps.  We are at the
24    B&B until Saturday's flight, 5:00.  So if you represent an
25    organization, if you are with the city or the tribe, there
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 1    is time to have individual conversations with Don.  And it
 2    doesn't -- so if you want it one-on-one or if you want to
 3    bring a few more people, you know, we are here and we
 4    would love to keep talking and asking about your concerns
 5    about the project.  So please feel free to find us.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  I also mention I saw that
 7    Kevin Keeler came in.  He's with BLM working with the --
 8    he's very familiar with the Iditarod trail.  Somebody had
 9    a question about the trail.  He would be a good person to
10    talk to about that.  So we will hang around for a while
11    after the meeting if anybody wants to have questions.  As
12    I said, we have got the posters that give a lot of
13    details.
14              So I guess I'll wrap it up.  And again, I'd
15    invite you to visit our website and submit any comments
16    you have.  Note that close of the scoping period is March
17    29th.  Any comments we receive by then will be addressed
18    in the draft EIS.
19              So thank you for coming.  We will be here for a
20    little while yet.
21               (Proceedings adjourned at 6:00 p.m.)
22
23
24
25
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 1                      REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
 2              I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
 3    the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
 4              That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
 5    me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
 6    proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later
 7    transcribed under my direction by computer transcription;
 8    that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
 9    taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have
10    I any interest in the outcome of the action herein
11    contained.
12              IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed
13    my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of
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15
16                              _________________________
                                MARY A. VAVRIK,
17                              Registered Merit Reporter
                                Notary Public for Alaska
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  I think we are going to
 3  go ahead and get started.  I'd like to welcome you to the
 4  scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental
 5  impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don
 6  Kuhle.  I'm with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the
 7  project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two
 8  people from URS Corporation, which is the contractor
 9  assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They are Kim
10  Varner Wetzel and Moxie Alexie.
11            We also will be recording all of your comments.
12  We have a court reporter here, Mary Vavrik.  And so we ask
13  that if you ask any questions -- you are welcome to ask
14  questions as we go along.  If you do, please speak up and
15  state your name beforehand so we have it for the record.
16            This is the agenda for today, just to provide
17  you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We
18  will talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then
19  the EIS project milestones.  Next we want to provide a
20  basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed
21  it.  And then we will summarize with a few issues as a way
22  of inviting your comments.  And we encourage you to get
23  involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  So as I
24  said, please feel free to ask questions as we go.
25            We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
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 1  mine project that will require federal and State permits.
 2  And in order to comply with the National Environmental
 3  Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
 4  impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
 5  proponent or an opponent of the project.  It is Donlin
 6  Gold's project.  The EIS will be used in making permit
 7  decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.
 8            Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS
 9  process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
10  involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
11  under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
12  Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes
13  through government-to-government consultation.
14            This map gives an orientation of the project
15  area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site, the
16  mine site north of Crooked Creek and down to the lower
17  Kuskokwim River and the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a
18  remote region with little development to date and no
19  existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing
20  transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is
21  concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.
22            The proposed mine would require all new
23  infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and this
24  would all be subject to permitting before the project can
25  proceed.
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 1            This map gives an idea of the logistics and the
 2  supply links to the proposed mine.  Transportation
 3  logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west
 4  coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
 5  Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to
 6  river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel
 7  for transfer to the river barges.  And then the fuel and
 8  supplies will be barged upriver and off-loaded at a new
 9  barge landing in Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet
10  will bring in natural gas.
11            So we will now turn to the EIS process and start
12  with why an EIS is prepared in the first place.  The
13  National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, requires an
14  EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting
15  the quality of the human environment.  And in this case
16  Donlin Gold has submitted application for permits under
17  section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
18  Rivers and Harbors Act, and issuance of these permits
19  would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
20  evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
21  project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
22  regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other
23  agencies to make their permit decisions.
24            And in addition to complying with NEPA, the
25  Corps is also required to complete a public interest


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (1) Pages 2 - 5







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


Page 6


 1  review and analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean
 2  Water Act, which requires that we select the least
 3  environmentally damaging practicable alternative.  And we
 4  will incorporate the information for these into the EIS.
 5                  MS. VARNER WETZEL: I'll just pause for a
 6  second.  I heard someone join us on the line.  Did someone
 7  join our call?
 8                  MS. GODSEY: This is Cindi Godsey with
 9  EPA.
10                  MS. VARNER WETZEL: Oh, great.  Thanks,
11  Cindy.  Don just got us started.  We are on the slide
12  about why we're here, the Corps is here preparing an EIS.
13  And if there is a pause in the presentation and you want
14  to say anything, you are welcome to join in.  Folks in the
15  audience, someone from the EPA is here if you want to ask
16  questions when we pause again.  Thanks.
17                  MS. GODSEY: Thank you.
18                  MR. KUHLE: This slide shows that many
19  agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work
20  together on the EIS.  Cooperative agencies are selected
21  based on their permitting responsibilities or special
22  expertise.  As I said previously, the EIS will be used by
23  the agencies to aid in their permit decisions.  It will
24  not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities
25  and processes.
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 1            We have several -- we have some of our
 2  cooperating agency representatives with us, and I'll
 3  invite them to introduce themselves and say a few words
 4  about the roles of their agencies in the EIS process.  We
 5  have Jeff Bruno and Sarah Yoder with the State.  I'll
 6  start with them.
 7                  MR. BRUNO: My name is Jeff Bruno with the
 8  Department of Natural Resources.  I kind of serve as a
 9  single point contact for the State as far as this project
10  is concerned to help the hunting and pecking, but the
11  State as a cooperating agency has agreed to dedicate staff
12  and resources and expertise to the Corps to help them
13  complete a thorough EIS.  So our role in this is going to
14  be assisting with the EIS, but then obviously we have a
15  large permit list also that will happen outside of this
16  process.
17            Additionally, we also have Sarah Yoder here, and
18  I'm going to let her describe kind of what her role is.
19  It's a little unique, as opposed to a cooperating agency.
20  She's with Health and Social Services.
21                  MS. YODER: Hi, like Jeff said, I'm Sarah,
22  and I work with the Department of Health and Social
23  Services.  I'm in the Health Impact Assessment Program.
24  And the Health Impact Assessment Program is looking at the
25  potential positive and negative effects of the project and
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 1  writing a report on that which will be an appendix into
 2  the EIS and integrated into an appropriate section.  So
 3  that's why I'm here.  If you have any questions related to
 4  health on this project, feel free to ask me.
 5                  MR. KUHLE: And I guess EPA called in.
 6  And Cindy, did you want to make any comments?
 7                  MS. GODSEY: Sure.  EPA is a cooperating
 8  agency.  Although we don't have any federal permit actions
 9  to issue for this project, however, we are cooperating to
10  assist the Corps in developing the EIS that addresses the
11  regulatory requirements and standards for clean air and
12  water, oil and chemical spill planning and response, and
13  the National Environmental Policy Act.  And we have
14  oversight responsibilities for State issues, air and
15  wastewater permits.  We also have a regional mining team
16  that has special expertise in the areas such as air
17  modeling, water quality, wetlands, geochemistry,
18  traditional knowledge, environmental justice and tribal
19  consultation.
20            Also separate from our responsibilities as a
21  cooperating agency, we have an independent authority under
22  the Clean Air Act to review and comment on other federal
23  agencies' EISs, and our written comments will advise the
24  Corps on how to make improvements to the EIS.
25            Thanks, Don.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thanks, Cindy.  Okay.
 2  The Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits
 3  and consultations.  And this slide provides several
 4  examples.  And I'll highlight two of these and invite you
 5  to read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would
 6  place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
 7  States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
 8  decisions as to whether to authorize the fill.  And since
 9  a portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands,
10  BLM will need to evaluate a right-of-way application.  And
11  you can find a more comprehensive list of all the required
12  permits in the Donlin Gold permit application, which is
13  available on the project website.
14            This slide shows that there are also many
15  permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
16  over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
17  State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would
18  evaluate a right-of-way application.  And the Department
19  of Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
20  for water and air quality permits, and the Department of
21  Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect
22  fish habitat.  The Corps will consult with the State
23  Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
24  historic resources.  And again, there is a much more
25  comprehensive list that can be found on the project
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 1  website.  So this overview of permits shows why the
 2  various federal and State agencies are here and involved
 3  in the EIS.
 4            So we will turn now to the milestones in an EIS.
 5  Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an
 6  EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows the six major
 7  steps that will be taken from now through November 2015.
 8            A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
 9  Register on December 14th, and that initiated the EIS
10  process.  And scoping began on that date and will continue
11  through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public
12  meetings and other methods to provide information and to
13  gather comments.  And that's part of the process.  That's
14  why we are here today is to try to gather your comments
15  and provide you with information.  After scoping, the
16  contractor, URS, will work with the Corps and cooperating
17  agencies, using the information from the scoping process,
18  along with information provided by Donlin, plus additional
19  studies that URS deems necessary to produce a draft EIS,
20  which is expected to be completed by August 2014.
21            I should mention that all the dates from here on
22  are estimates.  The dates could shift.  They are not set
23  in stone, but that's our best estimate at this time.
24            And then once the draft EIS is completed, there
25  will be an opportunity for public comment.  We will have
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 1  additional public meetings similar to these, and there
 2  will be information on the website and opportunities to
 3  comment on the draft EIS.  And all the information gained
 4  in that process will be used to prepare a final EIS, which
 5  is expected to be completed in October 2015.
 6            And then the various agencies will use the final
 7  EIS to prepare their Records of Decision.  Each agency
 8  will prepare their own individual Record of Decision.  And
 9  those are estimated to be completed in November of 2015.
10            And one thing to note about this slide is the
11  gold-colored circles that refer to the public involvement
12  opportunities.  The first is the scoping process.  And
13  again, that's part of the reason we're here now.  So any
14  of your comments that you provide during the scoping
15  period that are submitted by March 29th will be addressed
16  in the draft EIS.
17            The second major opportunity for your
18  involvement is during the review of the draft EIS.  So
19  again, we encourage you to get your -- participate in
20  those meetings and get your comments in to us.
21            As I said, the purpose of the scoping period is
22  to provide information and to listen to residents in the
23  affected region.  And we have broken this into four areas.
24  The first is to provide information about the EIS
25  milestones.  And we just discussed that in the previous
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 1  slide.  The second is to share information about the
 2  proposed project.  And we will be doing that shortly in
 3  our program, but the information is also available on the
 4  website and through newsletters that are being mailed out
 5  to all the households in the affected region.
 6            The last two are to identify issues and concerns
 7  to examine in the EIS and section 106 process and to
 8  identify useful information from communities.  And we are
 9  counting on you to help us with these two.  And we would
10  like to know what you would like to see addressed in the
11  EIS and do you have any information that we can use to
12  make informed decisions in the EIS process.
13            This is the schedule for the scoping meetings,
14  the schedule as originally proposed.  It's been changed
15  somewhat because we had some -- because of weather we were
16  unable to get to Quinhagak and Kipnuk, and we had to
17  reschedule those.  But originally we were planning to
18  start in the villages nearest the project, and then in the
19  second week to focus on the lower Kuskokwim River, and
20  then in February we would travel to the Bering Sea coast
21  and the lower Yukon, and in March the final round would
22  include the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.  As I
23  said, because of some of the scheduling changes because of
24  problems with weather, the schedule is now that after --
25  since we are here for McGrath today, February 24th through
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 1  the 27th we will be going to Quinhagak, Hooper Bay and
 2  Toksook Bay.  And March 10th through the 14th we will be
 3  going back to Kipnuk, to St. Marys and to Emmonak, and
 4  then on March 18th we will finish up in Holy Cross.
 5            This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme
 6  represents the many subregions of the project area and
 7  helps you know how the scoping plan was developed.  For
 8  example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
 9  villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this
10  subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was
11  the closest community to the mine site and also in Aniak,
12  which is a subregional hub.  And for the other subregions,
13  the meetings have been and will be similarly held in the
14  subregional hubs.
15            Now we will move on to a summary of the mining
16  project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a
17  50/50 partnership between two large international mining
18  companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold
19  deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native
20  corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface
21  owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.
22  It's a very large project, as you can see.  It's expected
23  to produce on average of 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
24  for a mining life of 27 and a half years, and produce
25  59 -- will process 59,000 tons of ore each day for that 27
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 1  and a half years.
 2            Now, we noted that the Donlin Gold Project will
 3  be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
 4  Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK
 5  Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
 6  might be affected by the project.  For many communities
 7  the project might affect lands and resources that are used
 8  for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
 9  project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
10  with many permits and many agencies involved.
11            The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
12  the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
13  worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
14  for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
15  applications.  We are now starting the three-year
16  permitting period, the first step of which is holding the
17  scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,
18  the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
19  permits.  If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold will
20  proceed with three to four years of construction and then
21  an estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
22            And then at the conclusion of the active life of
23  the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
24  reclamation.  And this would include decommissioning the
25  mill facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste


Page 15


 1  treatment or tailings storage facility and the waste rock
 2  storage facilities.  The land will be recontoured, and
 3  native vegetation will be planted.
 4            Okay.  We will now turn to the major components
 5  of the project, starting with the pipeline and power
 6  plant.  The pipeline will be buried.  It will not be up on
 7  supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  So it
 8  would be cold.  It would not generate heat.  Where it
 9  crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be installed
10  below the riverbed using horizontal directional drilling,
11  or HDD, as shown in the center photo.  For example, this
12  technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
13  three forks of the George River.
14            The image of the block valve on the right side
15  of the slide at the top shows that the pipeline
16  right-of-way would not be fenced off.  So it would not
17  block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way
18  will be brushed every ten years to provide continued
19  access for monitoring and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The
20  construction process will not create a road along the
21  right-of-way and the design would allow access, but after
22  construction no improved access for vehicles and no
23  bridges at water crossings.
24                  MS. VICKI OTTE: So what did you say?  It
25  will -- so there will be, like, pipe on the ground and it


Page 16


 1  won't be protected?
 2                  MR. KUHLE: It will be a buried pipeline.
 3                  MS. VICKI OTTE: All the way?
 4                  MR. KUHLE: There is two locations where
 5  it crosses faults.  And, you know, for protection from
 6  seismic activities it will be elevated by -- I think they
 7  are just very short distances, less than a quarter mile.
 8                  MS. VICKI OTTE: Did you say it will come
 9  three-fourths of the way down the George River?
10                  MR. KUHLE: It would be buried -- it would
11  be drilled -- it would be horizontal directional drilling,
12  so there will be nothing above the water or aboveground.
13  It will be drilled under three forks of the George River,
14  so --
15                  MS. BETTY MAGNUSON: Three forks.
16                  MR. RAY COLLINS: The road access to the
17  pipeline, is that going to be open to the public?  And
18  what kind of vehicle traffic will there be on it?  You are
19  saying it's not going to be a road that you can drive cars
20  or trucks or anything on?
21                  MR. KUHLE: It will just be -- there will
22  be no -- no road or any -- no -- no deliberate access.  It
23  will be brushed to allow access for maintenance.  Every
24  ten years they will go through and cut the brush to allow
25  access, but there will be no permanent road.
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 1                  MR. JOHN GRAY: Is most of this being
 2  placed along the Iditarod right-of-way?
 3                  Mr. KUHLE:  No.  I mean, there are places
 4  where it -- you know, as I understand it, it will be close
 5  to the Iditarod trail, but that will all be evaluated.  In
 6  fact, one of the -- I'll get to the pipeline route here in
 7  a bit, and it does show there is one alternative that's
 8  being proposed that would actually, you know, keep it
 9  further away from the Iditarod trail.  But there will be
10  places where it will be close to the Iditarod trail, yes.
11  It's not going to specifically follow the Iditarod trail
12  route.  But that will all be addressed in -- you know, if
13  you have concerns regarding that, you know, please submit
14  them and they will be addressed in the EIS anyhow.  But if
15  you have specific concerns, we ask that you submit your
16  comments.
17                  MS. VARNER WETZEL: Maybe I can jump in
18  and maybe you can add more to your question.  The reason
19  why Mary is recording your comments is because during this
20  scoping process you are sharing your knowledge, your
21  concerns, your questions.  And those are actually items
22  that URS, the consultant, the third-party consultant,
23  actually goes and researches over the course of a year,
24  year and a half in order to understand what those impacts
25  might be, how it might affect the decision on the
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 1  alternatives for the design or the mitigation of the
 2  project.  And so it's great to ask questions about, you
 3  know, what is this project and what's it designed; but
 4  then also saying, well, I'm concerned about how close will
 5  it get to the Iditarod trail or how close -- what is the
 6  technology getting onto rivers.
 7            So when you ask questions about the project,
 8  feel free to also, you know, sort of ask, what are you
 9  researching about that that will protect some resource I
10  care about.  So sorry to jump in there.
11                  MR. RAY COLLINS: I have another comment
12  I'd like to get on the record.  And that is that the
13  Kuskokwim River is probably the last major river in North
14  America that's roadless.  It's not accessed by road
15  anywhere.  So you have got an intact corridor for movement
16  of wildlife and so on.  That's why I was concerned about
17  the road.  If a road was to provide access to it, that
18  would interfere with subsistence hunting and could change
19  the whole nature of the river.
20                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  That's a good point to
21  make.
22                  MR. RAY COLLINS: I think they need to
23  think about that because there is no other river like it
24  in the United States that isn't -- the Yukon has several
25  access points and all the others across Canada have
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 1  access, but this is a complete intact corridor now where,
 2  you know, caribou or whatever are free to move back and
 3  forth.  You don't have any interruption in that migration.
 4  So --
 5                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  That's the type of
 6  information we are looking for.  Thanks.
 7                  MR. RAY COLLINS: And I think there is
 8  some value in that, so it should be addressed, I think, in
 9  looking at this.  But from what you said, there won't be a
10  public road that would provide that access.
11                  MR. KUHLE: Right.  Okay.  Thank you.
12  Okay.  This slide here actually shows the pipeline route.
13  And it will start at Beluga on the upper west side of Cook
14  Inlet and will cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run
15  west along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the
16  Kuskokwim River Valley and continue west to the mine site
17  near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline will cross about 56
18  percent State lands, 34 four percent BLM lands, and ten
19  percent Native corporation lands.
20            And I mentioned already the blue segment kind of
21  in the middle there, this is an alternative pipeline
22  corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
23  Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
24  proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the
25  alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
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 1  notified the Corps that this alternative is under
 2  consideration and will be examined during geotechnical
 3  investigations this coming summer.
 4                  MR. FRANK MILLER: After you build this
 5  pipeline, you mentioned at the last meeting here in
 6  McGrath that there is a possibility maybe that we can hire
 7  a private contractor to build a pipeline into McGrath for
 8  natural gas.  Is that still a possibility?
 9                  MR. KUHLE: The --
10                  MR. FRANK MILLER: There was a comment
11  about having gas coming into McGrath.
12                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Yeah.  First of all,
13  it's -- you know, it's Donlin Gold's project.  It's not --
14  the Corps of Engineers isn't going to be building this.
15  And the project that's presented -- been presented to us
16  is just for the pipeline for access to the -- you know, to
17  the mine site.  And I guess my understanding is that --
18  and I can't -- I don't remember the exact term, but it's
19  an open --
20                  MR. BRUNO: It's a common carrier.
21  Anybody can tap into it that can afford to get into it.
22  You have to file some paperwork.  And there are some
23  tariffs associated with --
24                  MR. FRANK MILLER: But the possibility is
25  there?
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 1                  MR. BRUNO: Right.  Donlin applied for it
 2  in a manner that allows other entities to come in and take
 3  gas off of it.
 4                  MR. FRANK MILLER: I got another question.
 5  Your future meetings, we got McGrath people here, but I
 6  was wondering, do you have access to -- do you have a way
 7  to pay for people to come down from Nikolai or Takotna?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: The Corps of Engineers does
 9  not.
10                  MR. FRANK MILLER: I mean Donlin Gold.
11                  MR. KUHLE: You would have to talk to
12  Donlin Gold about this.  We are doing an EIS, and we
13  are -- you know, if you were interested in something like
14  that, you would have to talk to Donlin Gold, but the Corps
15  of Engineers is not involved in any of that.
16                  MR. FRANK MILLER: You are strictly all
17  Corps of Engineers?
18                  MR. KUHLE: I believe there is somebody
19  from Donlin here.  You can talk to them later, if you
20  would like.
21                  MS. VARNER WETZEL: In future meetings we
22  will again provide teleconference.  We also had a radio
23  show presentation -- I don't know actually -- does Bethel
24  radio get this far?  No?  Okay.  So that's something to
25  explore.  We did -- we did ask the radio station here if
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 1  we could have a call-in show or broadcast it, and they
 2  didn't have the capacity for this meeting, but we will try
 3  again.  But we will always do telephone conference calling
 4  so you can call in to listen to this presentation or at
 5  the 13 other communities.  So -- and there is the website,
 6  and we sent the newsletters.  If you have other ideas on
 7  ways -- we can't possibly visit all of the communities in
 8  the project area, but we are looking for any creative way
 9  to still provide the information and to let people
10  comment.  So if you have ideas, you can talk to me
11  afterward or bring them up.  So thank you.
12                  MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
13  move on?
14            This slide shows the project components at the
15  mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
16  Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
17  1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
18  and 1,850 feet deep by the -- towards the end of the mine
19  life.  Number two is the tailings impoundment, which is
20  technically referred to as a waste treatment facility, and
21  it would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
22  square miles.  Tailings are the fine powder-like material
23  that is left after the gold has been removed from the
24  mill.
25            Number three is the waste rock facility, which
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 1  would cover about 2,300 acres.  And this waste rock is the
 2  rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These
 3  major facilities support the mill, which would process
 4  59,000 tons of ore per day.
 5                  MR. JOHN GRAY: Will that waste rock be
 6  also leached with cyanide, or is that strictly just piled
 7  rock?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: As I understand it, it's just
 9  rock that's removed to get to the ore.
10                  MR. JOHN GRAY: So that won't be leached?
11                  MR. KUHLE: Waste rock is just -- yeah,
12  it's not the gold-bearing ore.  It's not ore.  It's just
13  rock that they have to remove to get to the ore.
14                  MR. RAY COLLINS: On the tailings storage
15  there, that's water that gets there.  That's a lake or
16  something in there?
17                  MR. KUHLE: Well, it's -- it's the --
18  there is water in it.  You know, it's -- it's discharged
19  on the slurry, I believe.
20                  MR. RAY COLLINS: What is the assurance
21  that that will be maintained long term?  Because as I
22  understand it, once you take the arsenic and everything
23  out and put it in there, you can't put it back again.  Now
24  it's being maintained by the rock and so on.
25                  MR. KUHLE: Right.  And that's one of the
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 1  things that will be looked at and addressed and evaluated
 2  in the EIS process.  There is a -- you know, a liner, an
 3  impermeable liner underneath that.  I can't give you all
 4  the specifics at this time of, you know, all the measures
 5  that will be taken to make sure, but the mine is designed
 6  to have no discharge.  You know, there will be no -- none
 7  of the water that comes in contact with any of the mining
 8  activities will be discharged off site.  It will all be
 9  either reused or recycled in the process or stored on
10  site.
11                  MR. FRANK MILLER: That lining you are
12  going to use, how long do you expect that lining to last?
13                  MR. KUHLE: I can't give you an estimate.
14  It's supposed to be for perpetuity, but --
15                  MR. RAY COLLINS: [inaudible] all that
16  waste is going to go down the river, right?
17                  MR. KUHLE: Again, that's why we are here
18  and why we are evaluating the application, to make sure
19  that it's constructed in a manner so that doesn't happen.
20                  MR. BEN MAGNUSON: Not all mines have the
21  same amount of arsenic or contaminants.  It depends on the
22  locality of the source, what they have.  Some are just the
23  same as if it would be coming down the river.
24                  MS. SALLY COLLINS: I'm curious if this is
25  on or near a major fault zone, if -- if that -- I know we
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 1  have earthquake fault zones in this area.  Is that close
 2  to or on a fault line?
 3                  MR. KUHLE: There is two areas that the
 4  pipeline crosses.  As I said before, in those locations
 5  the pipeline will be aboveground, and it will be designed
 6  so that they can move, I guess, similar to the Alaska
 7  Pipeline --
 8                  MS. SALLY COLLINS: I was thinking of the
 9  mine site itself, the main mill site.  Is that in a --
10                  MR. KUHLE: I'm not aware of any faults
11  that -- I guess we will take your comment and look at that
12  in the process, but I am not aware that there is any
13  faults at the mine site.  Thank you.
14            Okay.  We will move on.  This is an overview of
15  the major transportation infrastructure.  There would be
16  new or expanded port facilities for transferring fuel and
17  cargo to the river barges.  There would be a new barge
18  landing near Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo
19  after they are barged upriver.  And from Jungjuk they
20  would be -- the fuel and cargo would then be trucked to
21  the mine site by way of a new 30-mile road, and there
22  would also be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site
23  and a 40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the
24  mine site.
25                  MS. BETTY MAGNUSON: How many barges are
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 1  they talking about in summer?  Is it going to be
 2  continuous activity up and down the river?
 3                  MR. KUHLE: This slide here will go
 4  through that.  I think that will answer your questions.
 5  If you have any more afterwards, feel free to ask again.
 6            The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
 7  extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
 8  1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26
 9  acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
10  traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and
11  diesel fuel.  The fuel barges will be double-hulled.  The
12  navigation season would average 110 days per year, and
13  there would be about three barge tow passings per day;
14  meaning that if you were standing anywhere on the river,
15  you could expect to see three barge tows.  Might be two up
16  and one down or one up and two down.  But there would be
17  an average of three per day.  And each barge tow would be
18  pushing four barges.
19            There would be an average of 64 barge tows and
20  58 cargo tows per season.  The cargo barges would carry
21  550 tons each, and the fuel barges would each have a
22  capacity of 173,000 gallons.  And the shipping season, the
23  barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would
24  be roughly the same both during construction and during
25  operation of the mine.
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 1                  MS. BETTY MAGNUSON: Probably my most and


 2  my main concern is the fish that come up this river and
 3  how all those barges are going to affect the fish.  A lot
 4  of us depend on the salmon and other fish that go up and
 5  down this river.  The sheefish go all the way out to the
 6  ocean, I'm hearing.  And all the salmon that come up.  So
 7  my main concern is the fish in the river.
 8                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah.  We have
 9  heard that concern in probably every one of our meetings
10  so far.  If you have any -- that definitely will be
11  addressed in the EIS.  If you have specific concerns
12  regarding specific species or specific runs or specific
13  areas, that would all be useful information that we could
14  use, or even just your general comments are good, too.
15  So --
16                  MS. BETTY MAGNUSON: Probably all the
17  fish.  And if there is any contaminants in the water, how
18  is it going to affect the fish, especially with the Red
19  Devil Mine and things going into the river on that side?
20                  MR. KUHLE: Well, again, that's what we
21  are here for is to hear these concerns.  If you think of
22  anything more between now and the end of the scoping
23  period, I'd ask that you submit them to us.
24                  MR. RAY COLLINS: I'd like to add to her
25  comments along the line Betty had.  One of the concerns
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 1  with the fisheries advisory group on the river was the
 2  impact of the wakes from those barges because all the fish
 3  migrating down the river rest along the shore.  And if you
 4  have got three a day, are they assessing the impact of the
 5  wave on that shoreline habitat for the outmigrating fish?
 6  Because if it's impacting them in any way, they have to
 7  feed and they have to rest on their way down to the ocean.
 8  And we have seen what kind of waves the barges could put
 9  out here.  The river is bigger down there.  But are they
10  doing any estimate on what -- what the wave impact will
11  be, I guess, on the shorelines?
12                  MR. KUHLE: All right.  That's another
13  comment we have heard that already, too, and that will
14  definitely be -- we will definitely look at that.  So
15  thank you.
16                  MS. BETTY MAGNUSON: How many river miles


17  are we talking about from the mouth of the Kuskokwim up to
18  Crooked?
19                  MR. KUHLE: I don't know the exact number.
20  It's in the project description, which is available on the
21  website, I believe.  I believe it's close to 200 miles
22  from the mouth, you know, and it might be maybe 150 from
23  Bethel.  I'm not sure the exact total.  It's in that
24  ballpark area, maybe 200 miles from the mouth up to
25  Jungjuk, the new port site.
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 1                 MR. JOHN GRAY: My question really is it's
 2  really neat all this mumbo-jumbo.  How many barges are
 3  they going to be physically or how many tugs are pushing
 4  something on that river at any given time?  You said three
 5  a day, four a day.  It depends on what they are hauling.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: The information provided to us
 7  so far is that it will be an average of three per day
 8  during the navigation -- the 110 --
 9                  MR. JOHN GRAY: Three of them going either
10  up or down or a combination?
11                  MR. KUHLE: Or in combination.  It will be
12  most likely you would see two up and one down or one up
13  and two down.
14                  MR. JOHN GRAY: So will these make that
15  trip in one day, or is this a two-day trip up and a
16  two-day trip down or a three-day up/three-day down?
17  Because that makes it nine on the river.  See, we don't
18  have an accurate count how many are actually physically on
19  the river.
20                  MR. KUHLE: On the river at any given
21  time.
22                  MR. JOHN GRAY: Exactly.
23                  MR. KUHLE: I haven't heard it asked that
24  way yet.
25                  MR. JOHN GRAY: That's the real question
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 1  is:  How many of these are really going to be on the river
 2  at any given time?
 3                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  All right.  I mean,
 4  thanks for your comment.
 5                  MR. JOHN GRAY: Isn't that legitimate?
 6                  MR. KUHLE: It's a legitimate comment.  We
 7  will answer that, yes.
 8                  MR. JOHN GRAY: It depends on where you
 9  see the three.
10                  MR. LEWIS EGRASS: I guess the question I
11  got with the barging is, I take it, then, we have got --
12  half of our season the river is frozen, so will the ore
13  just be piled all winter and then barged out in the
14  summer?
15                  MR. KUHLE: I'm sorry.  I didn't catch
16  your whole question.  Could you repeat your question?
17                  MR. LEWIS EGRASS: My concern is that, you
18  know, you only got six months out of the year to have an
19  open river, so what's going to happen during the winter
20  months; are they going to stockpile that stuff that needs
21  to be barged out during the winter?
22                  MR. KUHLE: None of the ore -- they are
23  not going to barge any ore out.  It's going to be all
24  processed on site, and it will leave the site as the gold
25  bars or --
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 1                  MR. JOHN GRAY: They will fly the bars
 2  out.
 3                  MR. LEWIS EGRASS: If you got a 27-year
 4  project, they should just put a rail, a train right to
 5  Bethel, transport the supplies that way, and they don't
 6  have to disturb anything to do with the river.  Because
 7  with that long of a project, your initial cost is going to
 8  be great, but for a 27-year project, it will be a lot --
 9                  MR. KUHLE: That's a question that could
10  be addressed in the alternatives portion of the EIS.
11                  MR. LEWIS EGRASS: It would take a lot of
12  concern away from concerns about the fish and anything to
13  do with the river.
14                  MR. KUHLE: So you are proposing a rail
15  from Bethel up to the mine site?
16                  MR. LEWIS EGRASS: I think in the long run
17  I think your support will be greater, you know, to
18  transfer fuel and stuff by rail and not have that many
19  barges on the river during the summer months.  It will
20  take all the concern about the fishing industry and
21  everything right out of it.  A 27-year project, that's not
22  that far of a run from the mine to Bethel.  So I wouldn't
23  think you would have to do any major river crossings.
24  It's on the same side of the river.
25                  MR. KUHLE: All right.  Thank you.  Any
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 1  others before we move on?
 2            Okay.  Additional infrastructure includes a
 3  construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
 4  construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does
 5  also include some smaller remote camps for pipeline
 6  construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and
 7  will support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
 8  shifts, meaning only about half of the total workforce
 9  would be on the site at any given time.
10            As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
11  meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So we will
12  now turn to several slides of examples of issues and
13  concerns.  One major area is water resources.  The project
14  is designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted
15  water, but there still can be concerns regarding water.
16  Some examples are noted on this slide.
17            The streams and other surface waters would be
18  diverted away from and around the mining activities in
19  order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
20  Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
21  process and could affect base flows of the nearby streams.
22  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
23  adjacent groundwater levels and can affect nearby streams.
24  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, could
25  generate acid or leach metals.  Waste rock, tailings, and
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 1  all runoff would have to be carefully managed to avoid
 2  contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
 3                  MR. FRANK MILLER: The mine dewatering,
 4  you know, the question I got for that really, during the
 5  rainy season if it's going to fill up that pit and
 6  where -- you got another pit to pump water into or your
 7  wastewater into?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: I -- you know, I'm sure
 9  that's -- Donlin has studied that for their water balance,
10  and also it will be definitely addressed in the EIS.  You
11  know, looking at, I guess, average precipitation and other
12  sources of water, that definitely will be considered.  I
13  don't have the answer at this point as far as what -- what
14  we are presenting is the project as proposed to us.  We
15  are taking comments on what concerns or issues, you know,
16  you have, things like that.  We will take them -- have
17  them on the record, and they will be addressed in the EIS.
18            So if you are concerned that there is not
19  adequate water storage on site, we will look at that.
20  Does that answer your question?
21                  MR. FRANK MILLER: My concern is, like I
22  said, if we have a really bad rainy season and the water
23  pit fills up, do you got another water pit to pump the
24  wastewater into?
25                  MR. KUHLE: I'm not aware offhand.  As I


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (8) Pages 30 - 33







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


Page 34


 1  said, I expect that, you know, they have considered all
 2  the -- you know, what the rainiest season is and taken
 3  that all into consideration to make sure that that doesn't
 4  happen, but that's part -- that will all be the -- the
 5  project as proposed has been submitted to us, and it will
 6  be analyzed by URS, the contractor, to do those
 7  evaluations.  That information will be, you know,
 8  evaluated and included in the draft EIS.  There will be an
 9  opportunity for others to take a look at it and review it
10  at that time and provide, you know, comments if they feel
11  the analysis has been adequate, but I don't have -- I
12  don't have the entire design or all the factors available
13  to me at this time.
14            Okay.  If there is no other questions, we will
15  move on to the air quality.  This slide shows some
16  examples of air quality issues.  There will be several
17  sources of emissions, including a large number of large
18  mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
19  created by moving and processing the overburden, waste
20  rock and the ore.  Climate change is a growing concern and
21  will need to be considered because there will be large
22  amounts of hydrocarbons burned in the mining process.
23            Mercury will be looked at in several areas;
24  naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be
25  released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
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 1  emissions could occur during the milling process, and any
 2  mercury co-product would require careful storage and
 3  transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
 4  hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
 5  and good response plans will be crucial to preventing any
 6  spills.
 7            Other major issues and concerns include
 8  wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
 9  subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed
10  project would affect a total of 16,300 acres, and of this
11  approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and
12  related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along
13  the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by
14  excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other
15  disturbances.  And 6,900 acres of these would be wetlands.
16  There will also be fish and wildlife habitat losses or
17  reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300
18  acres, and there will also be direct disturbance of
19  individual animals.
20            We have already discussed barge traffic and know
21  that there will be a substantial increase on the river.
22  The subsistence and traditional land uses will be affected
23  by loss of lands to development.
24            Here is other examples of issues and concerns.
25  And these are focused on communities, cultural resources
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 1  and recreation.  There would be a huge new workforce in
 2  the area.  There will be 3,000 workers during construction
 3  and 1,400 for the operations of the mine.  And this would
 4  bring new employment and income, but it will also have
 5  many effects on community life and human health.
 6  Historical and archeological sites and traditional
 7  cultural properties in the area might be disturbed or
 8  destroyed.  Recreational and visual resources, including
 9  the Iditarod trail, might be affected by new structures
10  and mining operations.
11            So to conclude, we know that the proposed
12  project and the land resources are important to you, and
13  we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to
14  get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
15  important thing by being here today and participating in
16  the scoping meeting.  To find more information or submit a
17  comment form, you can visit the project website,
18  donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone
19  number and e-mail address are on there.  That's my direct
20  line.  And my direct e-mail, feel free to contact me.
21            For tribal matters, Amanda Shearer is our tribal
22  liaison, and you can contact her at the phone number and
23  e-mail address on the slide.  We have had two tribal
24  teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating agency
25  status or government-to-government consultation for those
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 1  tribes that wish to participate in that.  And we plan to
 2  have more teleconferences.  And tribal governments also
 3  have the opportunity to enter into
 4  government-to-government consultation.  And that is a
 5  separate process from the cooperating agency status or the
 6  EIS process, but if there are any tribal representatives
 7  that would like to discuss government-to-government
 8  consultation, I welcome them to come see me after the
 9  meeting tonight.
10            So now we would like to hear your questions and
11  concerns.  And we do want to document your comments
12  carefully, so if you would like to give -- do we have the
13  list of people that wanted to give comments?  I guess,
14  first of all, if you have any final questions, we will
15  take those and then we will have an opportunity for
16  anybody to make -- if they have a prepared statement that
17  they would like to speak to get it on the record, we will
18  do that.
19            So these are some ideas of the types of comments
20  that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking
21  for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the
22  EIS.  We want you to identify potential impacts and
23  effects on resources.  We like hearing ideas that you have
24  on alternatives.  We would like to find out about any
25  important information available in your community.  And if
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 1  you have written comments, we ask that you leave a copy
 2  with our recorder so that she can have an accurate account
 3  of them.
 4            So first of all, if there is any remaining
 5  questions, and then we will have the opportunity for
 6  anybody else to give prepared comments.
 7                  MS. VICKI OTTE: I don't have any
 8  questions.  I just have some comments that -- okay to do
 9  that now, or --
10                  MR. KUHLE: Well, I guess, fine, but first
11  of all, if there is no remaining questions, yes, then we
12  will go and move on to the comments.  So any remaining
13  questions before we go on to comments?
14                  MR. LEWIS EGRASS: You keep saying the
15  Donlin.  Who owns Donlin?  Is it a Canadian company or
16  American company?  Who is the actual company that's going
17  to be doing this?  Where are they from?
18                  MR. KUHLE: Barrick Gold and NovaGold, and
19  I believe they are Canadian companies.
20                  MR. LEWIS EGRASS: Canadian?
21                  MR. FRANK MILLER: Lewis brought up a good
22  idea about putting a railbelt between Bethel and Donlin
23  Creek.  Another idea is to have a road alongside there,
24  too.  Instead of doing the summer job, they can -- they
25  can run the road all winter long, you know, between Donlin
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 1  and Bethel.  And, again, it wouldn't hurt the fish or the
 2  river, wouldn't contaminate the river or nothing.
 3                  MR. KUHLE: All right.  Thank you.
 4                  MR. FRANK MILLER: They have a road all
 5  the way to Prudhoe Bay, and that works just fine.  They
 6  can have that between Bethel and Crooked Creek.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: All right.  Thanks for your
 8  comments.  I guess we can move on into comments now.
 9  Ma'am, would you like to --
10                  MS. VICKI OTTE: I'll probably forget half
11  of what I was going to say.
12                  MS. VARNER WETZEL: You can follow up.
13  I'll leave you folks -- if you want to write in a comment,
14  of course, we will give you an e-mail address.  So don't
15  feel like this is your only shot.  It's definitely not.
16  It's just nice because there are several different
17  agencies, so there might be a few ways to respond.  So
18  don't feel any pressure.
19                  MS. VICKI OTTE: I know that Donlin has
20  been here in the community and has met and described the
21  project, but I really think -- and this is not a comment
22  to you.  This is a comment to the Donlin people that might
23  be here today, that I think we need to get them back here
24  to the community so that some of these questions that are
25  being asked of you all could better be answered by Donlin,
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 1  you know, like did they investigate the rail, you know,
 2  and did they -- you know, when they looked at the erosion
 3  on the river and all that.  It might be good to get them
 4  to come back.
 5            And then I went down to Elko, Nevada and toured
 6  Nova and Barrick's two mining operations down there, I
 7  think it was a year ago, and they are very similar to this
 8  operation, which will leave a big open pit.  And I went
 9  through every single part of the mine that -- you know,
10  where the rock went, how they took care of all the safety
11  concerns, the hazardous materials, the lining that went
12  under the -- what do you call it?
13                  MR. JOHN GRAY: Waste rock.
14                  MS. VICKI OTTE: No.
15                  MR. KUHLE: The tailings.
16                  MS. VICKI OTTE: The tailings, all of
17  that.  And I have to say that I walked away from that tour
18  feeling very comfortable with all of the thought and the
19  work that goes into making this happen, protecting the
20  resource and, you know, making sure it's done properly.
21  It was very, very impressive.
22            What I also wanted to comment about is how happy
23  Elko, Nevada people are because it brought a lot of jobs
24  into that area where it was a community that is dying off,
25  much like many of the rural communities in Alaska.  And
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 1  employing 3,000 people to build that mine that's going to
 2  take four or five years to build it, once we get through
 3  the three-year EIS, and then 600 people after that, 600 to
 4  1,200 people after that I think is really going to help
 5  save some of the dying communities and help bring some of
 6  our young people home who have gone away to make money and


 7  seek employment elsewhere.  And it would be nice to have
 8  that employment and have people from here employed that
 9  could just go an hour and 20-minute flight down and go to
10  work for a week or two at a time and then come home and
11  live the lifestyle that they like to live out here.
12            And then there was one more comment.  Oh.  I
13  know that this is -- we haven't thought yet about tying
14  into the gas line, but it's something that we as a region,
15  I know we have to look at and start figuring out how we
16  are going to make that happen.  And so my question is:  If
17  we pursue that part of it and we go for -- it's called a
18  spur line?  Spur line.  That's going to involve another
19  EIS portion, right, to build a spur line in from -- say
20  where it comes out of the range over here to the McGrath
21  area?
22                  MR. JOHN GRAY: She's talking about
23  natural gas.
24                  MS. VICKI OTTE: Natural gas.
25                  MR. KUHLE: I guess it would have to be
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 1  looked at -- when the details of the project came in, it
 2  would have to be determined at that time what type of a --
 3  if it involved filling in wetlands, which it likely would,
 4  it would require a permit from us as, you know, the Donlin
 5  Project does.  We would look at it at that time to
 6  determine if it had a -- you know, would have significant
 7  impacts on the quality of the human environment.  That's
 8  the way NEPA, the National Environmental Policy Act,
 9  states it.  If it does, then -- and if it's a federal
10  project -- requiring federal permits, it's a federal
11  project.  So at that time we would make a determination
12  whether it required an EIS or if it could just be
13  evaluated under a more standard permitting process.
14                  MS. VICKI OTTE: Thank you.
15                  MR. FRANK MILLER: On the spur line, is
16  there anybody in Donlin -- from Donlin here to answer one
17  question?  Is there a proposed spur line between --
18  besides McGrath?
19                  MR. KUHLE: I don't have any information
20  on that.  I don't know.
21                  MS. VICKI OTTE: There isn't.
22                  MR. FRANK MILLER: I hadn't heard about
23  it, but there might be to Bethel and Aniak in the future,
24  but --
25                  MR. KUHLE: Did we have anybody that asked


Page 43


 1  to --
 2                  MS. VARNER WETZEL: We didn't ask that.
 3  It's just a small group.  Anybody is welcome to comment.
 4                  MR. KUHLE: Is there anybody else that
 5  would like to make comments for the record?
 6                  MR. RAY COLLINS: Are you looking at any
 7  other development in the area while you are doing this?
 8  Because I know there is a lot of work being done down here
 9  on Vinasale where there is a big gold deposit, too.  And
10  if that went forward, they would need power, too.
11                  MR. KUHLE: The EIS process looks at
12  cumulative impacts, including the reasonably foreseeable
13  effects, too, so if you are -- if you have specific --
14                  MR. RAY COLLINS: I know Doyon is involved
15  in that.  I don't know where that is, but they need a lot
16  of power to process their --
17                  MR. KUHLE: If you have other things like
18  that that you know, you see as could contribute to
19  cumulative effects, I ask that you submit comments
20  regarding that.  Anybody else?  Comments?
21                  MS. VARNER WETZEL: Don, if you want to
22  invite -- the whole team, we pointed out some of the
23  agency members and, of course, the Corps.  We are at the
24  B&B until Saturday's flight, 5:00.  So if you represent an
25  organization, if you are with the city or the tribe, there
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 1  is time to have individual conversations with Don.  And it
 2  doesn't -- so if you want it one-on-one or if you want to
 3  bring a few more people, you know, we are here and we
 4  would love to keep talking and asking about your concerns
 5  about the project.  So please feel free to find us.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: I also mention I saw that
 7  Kevin Keeler came in.  He's with BLM working with the --
 8  he's very familiar with the Iditarod trail.  Somebody had
 9  a question about the trail.  He would be a good person to
10  talk to about that.  So we will hang around for a while
11  after the meeting if anybody wants to have questions.  As
12  I said, we have got the posters that give a lot of
13  details.
14            So I guess I'll wrap it up.  And again, I'd
15  invite you to visit our website and submit any comments
16  you have.  Note that close of the scoping period is March
17  29th.  Any comments we receive by then will be addressed
18  in the draft EIS.
19            So thank you for coming.  We will be here for a
20  little while yet.
21             (Proceedings adjourned at 6:00 p.m.)
22 
23 
24 
25 
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 3  the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
   
 4            That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
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12            IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed
   
13  my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of
   
14  ______________ 2013.
   
15 
   
16                            _________________________
                              MARY A. VAVRIK,
17                            Registered Merit Reporter
                              Notary Public for Alaska
18 
   
19            My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2016
   
20 
   
21 
   
22 
   
23 
   
24 
   
25 


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (11) Pages 42 - 45







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


[


[inaudible] (1)
    24:15


A


above (1)
    16:12
aboveground (2)
    16:12;25:5
access (14)
    15:17,19,21,22;
    16:16,22,23,25;18:17,
    25;19:1,10;20:16;21:6
accessed (1)
    18:14
account (1)
    38:2
accurate (2)
    29:18;38:2
acid (1)
    32:25
acres (9)
    22:17,21;23:1;26:9;
    35:10,11,12,15,18
across (1)
    18:25
Act (9)
    4:3,11;5:13,17,18;
    6:2;8:13,22;42:8
action (2)
    5:14,19
actions (1)
    8:8
active (1)
    14:22
activities (4)
    14:8;16:6;24:8;
    32:18
activity (1)
    26:2
actual (1)
    38:16
actually (6)
    17:8,21,23;19:12;
    21:23;29:18
add (2)
    17:18;27:24
addition (1)
    5:24
additional (3)
    10:18;11:1;32:2
Additionally (1)
    7:17
address (3)
    36:19,23;39:14
addressed (11)
    11:15;12:10;17:12,
    14;19:8;24:1;27:11;
    31:10;33:10,17;44:17
addresses (1)


    8:10
adequate (2)
    33:19;34:11
adjacent (1)
    32:23
adjourned (1)
    44:21
advise (1)
    8:23
advisory (1)
    28:1
affect (7)
    14:7;17:25;27:3,18;
    32:21,23;35:10
affected (7)
    4:12;11:23;12:5;
    14:6;35:17,22;36:9
affecting (1)
    5:14
afford (1)
    20:21
afterward (1)
    22:11
afterwards (1)
    26:5
again (13)
    5:5;6:16;9:24;11:13,
    19;21:22;22:3;23:23;
    24:17;26:5;27:20;39:1;
    44:14
agencies (12)
    4:7;5:23;6:19,20,23;
    7:4;10:2,17;11:6;
    14:10,18;39:17
agencies' (1)
    8:23
agency (9)
    7:2,11,19;8:8,21;
    11:7;36:24;37:5;43:23
agenda (1)
    3:16
ago (1)
    40:7
agreed (1)
    7:11
ahead (1)
    3:3
aid (1)
    6:23
air (7)
    8:11,14,16,22;9:20;
    34:15,16
Alaska (9)
    4:20,21;9:15;13:19;
    19:14,15,23;25:6;
    40:25
Alexie (1)
    3:10
alignment (2)
    19:24,25
allow (3)
    15:21;16:23,24
allows (1)


    21:2
along (10)
    3:14;5:21;10:18;
    15:20;17:2;19:15;26:7;
    27:25;28:3;35:12
alongside (1)
    38:23
alternative (4)
    6:3;17:7;19:21;20:1
alternatives (3)
    18:1;31:10;37:24
Although (1)
    8:8
always (1)
    22:3
Amanda (1)
    36:21
America (1)
    18:14
American (1)
    38:16
amount (1)
    24:21
amounts (2)
    34:22;35:3
analysis (2)
    6:1;34:11
analyze (1)
    4:3
analyzed (2)
    34:6;37:21
Aniak (2)
    13:11;42:23
animals (1)
    35:19
answered (1)
    39:25
appendix (1)
    8:1
applicable (1)
    5:21
application (5)
    5:16;9:10,12,18;
    24:18
applications (1)
    14:15
applied (1)
    21:1
appropriate (1)
    8:2
approximately (1)
    35:11
archeological (1)
    36:6
area (12)
    4:15;13:6;14:5;22:8;
    25:1;28:24;32:13;36:2,
    7;40:24;41:21;43:7
areas (7)
    8:16;11:23;15:17;
    25:3;27:13;34:23;
    35:13
Army (1)


    3:6
around (2)
    32:18;44:10
arsenic (2)
    23:22;24:21
assessing (1)
    28:4
Assessment (2)
    7:23,24
assist (1)
    8:10
assisting (2)
    3:9;7:14
associated (1)
    20:23
assurance (1)
    23:20
audience (1)
    6:15
August (1)
    10:20
authorities (1)
    6:24
authority (1)
    8:21
authorize (1)
    9:8
available (5)
    9:13;12:3;28:20;
    34:12;37:25
average (6)
    13:23;26:12,17,19;
    29:7;33:11
avoid (3)
    19:22;32:19;33:1
aware (3)
    25:10,12;33:25
away (5)
    17:9;31:12;32:18;
    40:17;41:6


B


B&B (1)
    43:24
back (6)
    13:3;19:2;23:23;
    26:8;39:23;40:4
bad (1)
    33:22
balance (1)
    33:9
ballpark (1)
    28:24
barge (12)
    5:9;25:17;26:6,9,13,
    15,17,19,23,23;30:23;
    35:20
barged (4)
    5:8;25:19;30:13,21
barges (14)
    5:5,6,7;25:17,25;
    26:11,18,20,21;27:3;


    28:2,8;29:2;31:19
barging (1)
    30:11
Barrick (2)
    13:18;38:18
Barrick's (1)
    40:6
bars (2)
    30:25;31:1
base (1)
    32:21
based (1)
    6:21
baseline (1)
    14:13
basic (1)
    3:20
Bay (3)
    13:1,2;39:5
beds (2)
    32:3,6
beforehand (1)
    3:15
began (1)
    10:10
below (1)
    15:10
Beluga (1)
    19:13
BEN (1)
    24:20
Bering (1)
    12:20
besides (1)
    42:18
best (1)
    10:23
Bethel (12)
    5:4,6,6;21:23;28:23;
    31:5,15,22;38:22;39:1,
    6;42:23
better (1)
    39:25
BETTY (6)
    16:15;25:25;27:1,16,
    25;28:16
big (2)
    40:8;43:9
bigger (1)
    28:9
bit (1)
    17:7
BLM (4)
    9:9,10;19:18;44:7
block (2)
    15:14,17
blue (1)
    19:20
both (1)
    26:24
bottom (1)
    14:11
bridges (1)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (1) [inaudible] - bridges







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


    15:23
bring (5)
    5:10;22:11;36:4;
    41:5;44:3
broadcast (1)
    22:1
broken (1)
    11:23
brought (2)
    38:21;40:23
Bruno (5)
    7:5,7,7;20:20;21:1
brush (1)
    16:24
brushed (2)
    15:18;16:23
build (5)
    20:4,7;41:1,2,19
building (1)
    20:14
buried (3)
    15:6;16:2,10
burned (1)
    34:22
busy (1)
    13:5


C


Calista (1)
    13:20
call (3)
    6:7;22:4;40:12
called (2)
    8:5;41:17
call-in (1)
    22:1
calling (1)
    22:3
came (2)
    42:1;44:7
camp (2)
    32:3,6
camps (1)
    32:5
can (27)
    4:9,24;9:11,25;
    12:11;13:22;16:19;
    17:17,18;20:6,21,21;
    21:19;22:4,10;25:6;
    32:15,23;36:17,18,22;
    38:2,24,25;39:6,8,12
Canada (1)
    18:25
Canadian (3)
    38:15,19,20
capacity (2)
    22:2;26:22
care (2)
    18:10;40:10
careful (1)
    35:2
carefully (2)


    33:1;37:12
cargo (7)
    5:3,6;25:17,18,20;
    26:20,20
caribou (1)
    19:2
carrier (1)
    20:20
carry (1)
    26:20
cars (1)
    16:19
case (1)
    5:15
catch (1)
    30:15
center (1)
    15:11
change (2)
    18:18;34:20
changed (1)
    12:14
changes (1)
    12:23
chemical (1)
    8:12
Cindi (1)
    6:8
Cindy (3)
    6:11;8:6;9:1
circles (1)
    11:11
city (1)
    43:25
Clean (4)
    5:17;6:1;8:11,22
Climate (1)
    34:20
close (7)
    17:4,10;18:4,5;25:1;
    28:21;44:16
closely (1)
    4:12
closest (1)
    13:11
closure (2)
    14:12,23
coast (2)
    5:4;12:20
cold (1)
    15:8
COLLINS (12)
    16:16;18:11,22;19:7;
    23:14,20;24:15,24;
    25:8;27:24;43:6,14
color (1)
    13:5
combination (2)
    29:10,11
comfortable (1)
    40:18
coming (4)
    20:3,11;24:23;44:19


comment (17)
    8:22;10:25;11:3;
    18:11;20:10;22:10;
    25:11;28:13;30:4,6;
    36:17;39:13,21,22;
    40:22;41:12;43:3
comments (29)
    3:11,22;8:6,23;
    10:13,14;11:14,20;
    17:16,19;27:14,25;
    33:15;34:10;37:11,13,
    19;38:1,6,8,12,13;39:8,
    8;43:5,19,20;44:15,17
common (1)
    20:20
communities (8)
    12:8;14:5,6;22:5,7;
    35:25;40:25;41:5
community (6)
    13:11;36:5;37:25;
    39:20,24;40:24
companies (2)
    13:18;38:19
company (3)
    38:15,16,16
complete (3)
    5:25;7:13;19:1
completed (4)
    10:20,24;11:5,9
comply (1)
    4:2
complying (1)
    5:24
components (2)
    15:4;22:14
comprehensive (2)
    9:11,25
concentrated (1)
    4:21
concern (8)
    27:2,7,9;30:17;
    31:12,20;33:21;34:20
concerned (4)
    7:10;18:4,16;33:18
concerns (17)
    12:6;17:13,15,21;
    27:11,21,25;31:12;
    32:11,13,15;33:15;
    35:7,24;37:11;40:11;
    44:4
conclude (1)
    36:11
conclusion (2)
    14:17,22
conference (1)
    22:3
Conservation (1)
    9:19
consideration (2)
    20:2;34:3
considered (3)
    33:12;34:1,21
constructed (1)


    24:19
construction (8)
    14:20;15:20,22;
    26:24;32:3,4,6;36:2
consult (1)
    9:22
consultant (2)
    17:22,22
consultation (5)
    4:13;8:19;36:25;
    37:4,8
consultations (1)
    9:3
consumed (1)
    32:20
contact (5)
    7:9;24:7;36:18,20,22
contaminants (2)
    24:21;27:17
contaminate (1)
    39:2
contaminating (1)
    33:2
contamination (1)
    32:19
continue (2)
    10:10;19:16
continued (1)
    15:18
continuous (1)
    26:2
contractor (4)
    3:8;10:16;20:7;34:6
contribute (1)
    43:18
conversations (1)
    44:1
Cook (4)
    4:15;5:9;14:4;19:13
cooperating (9)
    7:2,11,19;8:7,9,21;
    10:16;36:24;37:5
Cooperative (1)
    6:20
co-product (1)
    35:2
copy (1)
    38:1
Corporation (5)
    3:8;13:8,20,21;19:19
corporations (1)
    13:20
Corps (21)
    3:6,9;4:3,4,7,12;
    5:22,25;6:12;7:12;
    8:10,24;9:7,22;10:16;
    20:1,14;21:8,14,17;
    43:23
corridor (3)
    18:15;19:1,22
cost (1)
    31:7
count (1)


    29:18
counting (1)
    12:9
course (3)
    17:23;39:14;43:23
court (1)
    3:12
cover (3)
    22:16,21;23:1
covering (2)
    3:17;14:25
create (1)
    15:20
created (1)
    34:19
creative (1)
    22:8
Creek (5)
    4:16;13:10;19:17;
    38:23;39:6
Crooked (5)
    4:16;13:10;19:17;
    28:18;39:6
cross (5)
    9:9;13:4;15:12;
    19:14,17
crosses (3)
    15:9;16:5;25:4
crossings (2)
    15:23;31:23
crucial (1)
    35:5
cultural (4)
    4:10;9:23;35:25;
    36:7
cumulative (2)
    43:12,19
curious (1)
    24:24
cut (1)
    16:24
cyanide (1)
    23:6


D


Dalzell (1)
    19:22
damaging (1)
    6:3
date (2)
    4:18;10:10
dates (2)
    10:21,22
day (9)
    13:25;23:4;26:13,17;
    28:4;29:5,5,7,15
days (1)
    26:12
December (1)
    10:9
decide (1)
    14:18


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (2) bring - decide







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


Decision (3)
    11:7,8;17:25
decisions (5)
    4:7;5:23;6:23;9:8;
    12:12
decommissioning (1)
    14:24
dedicate (1)
    7:11
deems (1)
    10:19
deep (1)
    22:18
definitely (6)
    27:10;28:14,14;
    33:10,12;39:15
deliberate (1)
    16:22
Delta (2)
    4:17;14:5
deny (1)
    14:18
Department (5)
    7:8,22;9:17,18,20
depend (1)
    27:4
depends (3)
    24:21;29:5;30:8
deposit (2)
    13:19;43:9
describe (1)
    7:18
described (1)
    39:20
description (1)
    28:20
design (3)
    15:21;18:1;34:12
designed (4)
    18:3;24:5;25:5;
    32:14
destroyed (1)
    36:8
details (2)
    42:1;44:13
determination (1)
    42:11
determine (1)
    42:6
determined (1)
    42:2
developed (1)
    13:7
developing (1)
    8:10
development (3)
    4:18;35:23;43:7
Devil (1)
    27:19
dewatering (2)
    32:22;33:3
diagram (2)
    10:6;14:11


diesel (2)
    25:23;26:11
different (1)
    39:16
direct (3)
    35:18;36:19,20
directional (2)
    15:10;16:11
directly (1)
    36:18
discharge (2)
    24:6;32:14
discharged (2)
    23:18;24:8
discuss (2)
    36:24;37:7
discussed (2)
    11:25;35:20
distances (1)
    16:7
disturb (1)
    31:6
disturbance (1)
    35:18
disturbances (1)
    35:15
disturbed (1)
    36:7
diverted (1)
    32:18
document (1)
    37:11
Don (5)
    3:5;6:11;8:25;43:21;
    44:1
done (2)
    40:20;43:8
Donlin (35)
    3:4,20,25;4:5;5:16;
    9:2,12;10:18;13:16,16,
    18;14:2,12,19,23;
    15:19;19:25;20:13;
    21:1,10,12,14,19;26:9;
    33:9;38:15,15,22,25;
    39:19,22,25;42:4,16,16
donlingoldeiscom (1)
    36:18
dots (1)
    13:8
double-hulled (1)
    26:11
down (22)
    4:16;14:4;16:9;21:7;
    24:16,23;26:2,16,16;
    27:5;28:3,7,9;29:10,12,
    13,16,16;40:5,6;41:9;
    43:8
Doyon (1)
    43:14
draft (7)
    10:19,24;11:3,16,18;
    34:8;44:18
drilled (2)


    16:11,13
drilling (2)
    15:10;16:11
drive (1)
    16:19
during (14)
    11:14,18;17:19;20:2;
    26:24,24;29:8;30:19,
    21;31:19;33:4;34:25;
    35:1;36:2
dust (1)
    34:18
Dutch (1)
    5:4
dying (2)
    40:24;41:5


E


earlier (1)
    32:10
earthquake (1)
    25:1
effects (5)
    7:25;36:5;37:23;
    43:13,19
EGRASS (7)
    30:10,17;31:3,11,16;
    38:14,20
eight (1)
    15:9
EIS (54)
    3:5,7,9,19;4:3,6,8;
    5:11,12,14,19,21;6:4,
    12,20,22;7:4,13,14;8:2,
    10,24;10:3,4,6,9,19,24;
    11:3,4,7,16,18,24;12:7,
    11,12;14:17;17:14;
    21:12;24:2;27:11;
    31:10;33:10,17;34:8;
    36:14;37:6,22;41:3,19;
    42:12;43:11;44:18
EISs (1)
    8:23
either (2)
    24:9;29:9
elements (1)
    32:24
elevated (1)
    16:6
Elko (2)
    40:5,23
else (3)
    38:6;43:4,20
elsewhere (1)
    41:7
e-mail (4)
    36:19,20,23;39:14
emissions (2)
    34:17;35:1
Emmonak (1)
    13:3
emphasize (1)


    36:13
employed (1)
    41:8
employees (1)
    32:7
employing (1)
    41:1
employment (3)
    36:4;41:7,8
encourage (2)
    3:22;11:19
end (2)
    22:18;27:22
energy (1)
    4:20
Engineers (5)
    3:6;20:14;21:8,15,17
enter (1)
    37:3
entire (1)
    34:12
entities (1)
    21:2
environment (2)
    5:15;42:7
environmental (9)
    3:4;4:2;5:13,20;8:13,
    18;9:19;14:13;42:8
environmentally (1)
    6:3
EPA (4)
    6:9,15;8:5,7
erosion (1)
    40:2
especially (1)
    27:18
estimate (3)
    10:23;24:13;28:10
estimated (2)
    11:9;14:21
estimates (1)
    10:22
evaluate (3)
    5:20;9:10,18
evaluated (4)
    17:5;24:1;34:8;
    42:13
evaluating (1)
    24:18
evaluations (1)
    34:7
even (1)
    27:14
eventually (1)
    22:16
exact (3)
    20:18;28:19,23
Exactly (1)
    29:22
examine (1)
    12:7
examined (1)
    20:2


example (3)
    9:15;13:8;15:11
examples (5)
    9:4;32:12,16;34:16;
    35:24
excavation (1)
    35:14
existing (2)
    4:19,19
expanded (1)
    25:16
expect (3)
    24:12;26:15;34:1
expected (3)
    10:20;11:5;13:22
expertise (3)
    6:22;7:12;8:16
exploration (2)
    14:12,13
explore (1)
    21:25
exposed (1)
    32:24
exposing (1)
    34:25
extend (1)
    26:7
extends (1)
    4:15
extensive (1)
    14:9


F


face (1)
    14:9
facilitate (1)
    32:19
facilities (4)
    14:25;15:2;23:3;
    25:16
facility (4)
    15:1;22:20,25;25:23
fact (1)
    17:6
factors (1)
    34:12
familiar (2)
    10:5;44:8
far (7)
    7:9;21:24;27:10;
    29:7;31:22;33:13;
    36:24
fault (3)
    24:25;25:1,2
faults (3)
    16:5;25:10,13
February (2)
    12:20,25
federal (11)
    4:1;5:14,19;8:8,22;
    9:2;10:2,8;42:9,10,10
feed (1)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (3) Decision - feed







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


    28:7
feel (9)
    3:24;8:4;18:8;26:5;
    34:10;36:20;39:15,18;
    44:5
feeling (1)
    40:18
feet (3)
    22:18;26:7,8
fenced (1)
    15:16
few (4)
    3:21;7:3;39:17;44:3
figuring (1)
    41:15
file (1)
    20:22
fill (3)
    9:6,8;33:5
filling (2)
    35:14;42:3
fills (1)
    33:23
final (4)
    11:4,6;12:21;37:14
find (4)
    9:11;36:16;37:24;
    44:5
fine (3)
    22:22;38:10;39:5
finish (1)
    13:4
first (9)
    4:8;5:12;11:12,24;
    14:16;20:12;37:14;
    38:4,10
Fish (14)
    9:21,22;27:2,3,4,7,
    17,18;28:2,5;31:12;
    35:8,16;39:1
fisheries (1)
    28:1
fishing (1)
    31:20
five (1)
    41:2
flight (2)
    41:9;43:24
flows (1)
    32:21
fly (1)
    31:1
focus (1)
    12:19
focused (1)
    35:25
Folks (2)
    6:14;39:13
follow (2)
    17:11;39:12
foothills (1)
    19:15
foreseeable (1)


    43:12
forget (1)
    39:10
forks (3)
    15:13;16:13,15
form (1)
    36:17
forth (1)
    19:3
forward (1)
    43:10
found (1)
    9:25
four (6)
    11:23;14:20;19:18;
    26:18;29:5;41:2
FRANK (13)
    20:4,10,24;21:4,10,
    16;24:11;33:3,21;
    38:21;39:4;42:15,22
free (7)
    3:24;8:4;18:8;19:2;
    26:5;36:20;44:5
frequency (1)
    26:23
frozen (1)
    30:12
fuel (11)
    5:3,4,7;25:16,18,20;
    26:11,11,21;31:18;
    35:3
fugitive (1)
    34:24
fulfill (1)
    4:9
functional (1)
    35:17
further (1)
    17:9
future (3)
    21:5,21;42:23


G


gained (1)
    11:3
gallons (1)
    26:22
Game (1)
    9:21
gas (7)
    5:10;20:8,11;21:3;
    41:14,23,24
gather (2)
    10:13,14
general (1)
    27:14
generate (2)
    15:8;32:25
geochemistry (1)
    8:17
George (3)
    15:13;16:9,13


geotechnical (1)
    20:2
gets (1)
    23:15
given (5)
    29:4,20;30:2;32:9;
    35:3
gives (2)
    4:14;5:1
Godsey (4)
    6:8,8,17;8:7
goes (2)
    17:23;40:19
Gold (24)
    3:4,20,25;5:16;9:2,
    12;13:16,16,18,18,23;
    14:2,19,23;15:19;
    19:25;21:10,12,14;
    22:23;26:9;30:24;
    38:18;43:9
gold-bearing (2)
    23:2,12
gold-colored (1)
    11:11
Gold's (2)
    4:6;20:13
good (6)
    18:20;27:14;35:5;
    38:21;40:3;44:9
Gorge (1)
    19:22
governments (1)
    37:2
government-to-government (4)
    4:13;36:25;37:4,7
GRAY (13)
    17:1;23:5,10;29:1,9,
    14,22,25;30:5,8;31:1;
    40:13;41:22
great (3)
    6:10;18:2;31:8
greater (1)
    31:17
ground (1)
    15:25
Groundwater (2)
    32:20,23
group (2)
    28:1;43:3
growing (1)
    34:20
guess (12)
    8:5;20:17;25:6,11;
    28:11;30:10;33:11;
    37:13;38:10;39:8;
    41:25;44:14


H


habitat (4)
    9:22;28:5;35:16,17
half (8)
    13:24;14:1,21;17:24;


    22:21;30:12;32:8;
    39:10
hang (1)
    44:10
happen (6)
    7:15;24:19;30:19;
    34:4;40:19;41:16
happy (1)
    40:22
Harbor (1)
    5:5
Harbors (1)
    5:18
hauling (1)
    29:5
hazardous (2)
    35:4;40:11
HDD (1)
    15:11
Health (6)
    7:20,22,23,24;8:4;
    36:5
hear (2)
    27:21;37:10
heard (5)
    6:6;27:9;28:13;
    29:23;42:22
hearing (2)
    27:6;37:23
heat (1)
    15:8
held (2)
    13:10,13
help (5)
    7:10,12;12:9;41:4,5
helpful (1)
    37:20
helps (1)
    13:7
Hi (1)
    7:21
highlight (2)
    9:4;22:15
hire (1)
    20:6
Historic (3)
    4:11;9:23,24
Historical (1)
    36:6
holding (1)
    14:16
Holy (1)
    13:4
home (3)
    14:5;41:6,10
Hooper (1)
    13:1
horizontal (2)
    15:10;16:11
hour (1)
    41:9
households (1)
    12:5


hub (1)
    13:12
hubs (1)
    13:14
huge (1)
    36:1
human (3)
    5:15;36:5;42:7
hunting (2)
    7:10;18:18
hurt (1)
    39:1
hydrocarbons (1)
    34:22


I


idea (4)
    3:17;5:1;38:22,23
ideas (4)
    22:6,10;37:19,23
identify (4)
    12:6,8;32:11;37:22
Iditarod (8)
    17:2,5,9,10,11;18:5;
    36:9;44:8
image (1)
    15:14
impact (6)
    3:5;7:23,24;28:2,4,
    10
impacted (1)
    35:13
impacting (1)
    28:6
impacts (6)
    4:4;5:20;17:24;
    37:22;42:7;43:12
impermeable (1)
    24:3
important (3)
    36:12,15;37:25
impoundment (1)
    22:19
impressive (1)
    40:21
improved (1)
    15:22
improvements (1)
    8:24
include (5)
    5:3;12:22;14:24;
    32:5;35:7
included (1)
    34:8
includes (1)
    32:2
including (4)
    4:23;34:17;36:8;
    43:12
income (1)
    36:4
incorporate (1)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (4) feel - incorporate







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


    6:4
increase (2)
    26:9;35:21
independent (1)
    8:21
individual (3)
    11:8;35:19;44:1
industry (1)
    31:20
information (21)
    6:4;10:12,15,17,18;
    11:2,3,22,24;12:1,3,8,
    11;19:6;22:9;27:13;
    29:6;34:7;36:16;37:25;
    42:19
informed (1)
    12:12
infrastructure (5)
    4:20,23;25:15;32:2;
    35:12
initial (1)
    31:7
initiated (1)
    10:9
Inlet (4)
    4:15;5:9;14:4;19:14
installed (2)
    9:16;15:9
Instead (1)
    38:24
intact (2)
    18:15;19:1
integrated (1)
    8:2
Intent (1)
    10:8
interest (1)
    5:25
interested (1)
    21:13
interfere (1)
    18:18
international (1)
    13:17
interruption (1)
    19:3
into (19)
    6:4;8:1,2;11:23;
    19:15;20:7,11,21,21;
    27:19;33:6,7,24;34:3;
    37:3;39:8;40:19,24;
    41:14
introduce (1)
    7:3
investigate (1)
    40:1
investigations (1)
    20:3
invite (4)
    7:3;9:4;43:22;44:15
inviting (1)
    3:22
involve (1)


    41:18
involved (8)
    3:23;10:2;14:10;
    21:15;35:4;36:14;42:3;
    43:14
involvement (3)
    4:10;11:11,18
involves (1)
    10:11
issuance (1)
    5:18
issue (2)
    8:9;14:18
issued (1)
    14:19
issues (10)
    3:21;8:14;12:6;
    32:11,12;33:15;34:16;
    35:7,24;37:21
items (1)
    17:21


J


Jeff (3)
    7:5,7,21
job (1)
    38:24
jobs (2)
    32:4;40:23
JOHN (13)
    17:1;23:5,10;29:1,9,
    14,22,25;30:5,8;31:1;
    40:13;41:22
join (3)
    6:6,7,14
jump (2)
    17:17;18:10
Jungjuk (5)
    5:9;25:18,19;26:6;
    28:25
justice (1)
    8:18


K


Keeler (1)
    44:7
keep (4)
    17:8;32:22;38:14;
    44:4
Kevin (1)
    44:7
Kim (1)
    3:9
kind (6)
    7:8,18;13:5;16:18;
    19:20;28:8
Kipnuk (2)
    12:16;13:3
knowledge (2)
    8:18;17:20
known (1)


    3:5
KUHLE (57)
    3:2,6;6:18;8:5;9:1;
    16:2,4,10,21;17:3;
    18:20;19:5,11;20:9,12;
    21:8,11,18;22:12;23:8,
    11,17,25;24:13,17;
    25:3,10;26:3;27:8,20;
    28:12,19;29:6,11,20,
    23;30:3,6,15,22;31:9,
    14,25;33:8,25;38:10,
    18;39:3,7;40:15;41:25;
    42:19,25;43:4,11,17;
    44:6
Kuskokwim (11)
    4:17;12:19,22;13:8,
    21;14:4;15:12;18:13;
    19:16;26:10;28:17


L


lake (1)
    23:15
land (4)
    15:2;35:9,22;36:12
landing (3)
    5:9;25:18;26:6
lands (8)
    9:9,17;13:19;14:7;
    19:18,18,19;35:23
large (7)
    7:15;13:17,22;34:17,
    17,21;35:3
last (4)
    12:6;18:13;20:5;
    24:12
later (1)
    21:19
laws (1)
    5:21
leach (1)
    32:25
leached (2)
    23:6,10
least (1)
    6:2
leave (4)
    30:24;38:1;39:13;
    40:8
left (1)
    22:23
legal (1)
    14:9
legitimate (2)
    30:5,6
less (1)
    16:7
levels (1)
    32:23
LEWIS (8)
    30:10,17;31:3,11,16;
    38:14,20,21
liaison (1)


    36:22
life (4)
    13:24;14:22;22:19;
    36:5
lifestyle (1)
    41:11
likely (2)
    29:12;42:3
line (10)
    6:6;25:2;27:25;
    36:20;41:14,18,18,19;
    42:15,17
liner (2)
    24:2,3
lining (3)
    24:11,12;40:11
links (1)
    5:2
list (4)
    7:15;9:11,25;37:13
listen (2)
    11:22;22:4
little (3)
    4:18;7:19;44:20
live (2)
    41:11,11
livelihood (1)
    14:8
loads (1)
    26:23
locality (1)
    24:22
located (2)
    13:19;14:3
locations (2)
    16:4;25:4
logistics (2)
    5:1,3
long (6)
    22:17;23:21;24:12;
    31:7,16;38:25
look (6)
    25:11;28:14;33:19;
    34:9;41:15;42:5
looked (4)
    24:1;34:23;40:2;
    42:1
looking (7)
    7:24;19:6,9;22:8;
    33:11;37:20;43:6
looks (1)
    43:11
loss (1)
    35:23
losses (1)
    35:16
lot (7)
    27:3;31:8,11;40:23;
    43:8,15;44:12
love (1)
    44:4
lower (4)
    4:16;12:19,21;32:22


M


Ma'am (1)
    39:9
MAGNUSON (6)
    16:15;24:20;25:25;
    27:1,16;28:16
mailed (1)
    12:4
main (3)
    25:9;27:2,7
maintained (2)
    23:21,24
maintenance (2)
    15:19;16:23
major (13)
    5:14,19;10:6;11:17;
    15:4,9;18:13;23:3;
    24:25;25:15;31:23;
    32:13;35:7
makes (1)
    29:17
making (3)
    4:6;40:19,20
managed (1)
    33:1
manager (1)
    3:7
manner (2)
    21:2;24:19
many (16)
    6:18;9:2,14;13:6;
    14:6,10,10;25:25;
    28:16;29:2,3,18;30:1;
    31:18;36:5;40:25
map (4)
    4:14,19;5:1;13:5
March (6)
    10:11;11:15;12:21;
    13:2,4;44:16
Mary (2)
    3:12;17:19
Marys (1)
    13:3
material (1)
    22:22
materials (2)
    35:4;40:11
matters (1)
    36:21
may (1)
    10:5
Maybe (5)
    17:17,18;20:6;28:22,
    24
McGrath (7)
    12:25;20:6,7,11;
    21:5;41:20;42:18
mean (3)
    17:3;21:10;30:3
meaning (2)
    26:14;32:8


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (5) increase - meaning







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


measures (1)
    24:4
meeting (7)
    3:4,18;20:5;22:2;
    36:16;37:9;44:11
meetings (13)
    4:8,9;10:12;11:1,20;
    12:13;13:10,13;14:17;
    21:5,21;27:9;32:11
members (1)
    43:23
mention (2)
    10:21;44:6
mentioned (2)
    19:20;20:5
Mercury (5)
    34:23,24,24,25;35:2
met (1)
    39:20
metals (1)
    32:25
methods (1)
    10:12
middle (2)
    12:22;19:21
might (12)
    14:6,7;17:25,25;
    26:15;28:22;36:7,9;
    39:17,22;40:3;42:23
migrating (1)
    28:3
migration (1)
    19:3
mile (2)
    16:7;22:17
milepost (2)
    19:24,25
miles (5)
    22:17,22;28:16,21,
    24
milestones (3)
    3:19;10:4;11:25
mill (4)
    14:25;22:24;23:3;
    25:9
MILLER (13)
    20:4,10,24;21:4,10,
    16;24:11;33:3,21;
    38:21;39:4;42:15,22
milling (1)
    35:1
mine (29)
    4:1,15,16,22;5:2,3;
    13:11;14:23;19:16;
    20:17;22:15,18;24:5;
    25:9,13,21,22,24;
    26:25;27:19;31:15,22;
    32:22;33:2,3;35:11;
    36:3;40:9;41:1
mine-contacted (1)
    32:14
mines (1)
    24:20


mining (13)
    8:15;13:15,17,24;
    24:7;32:18,19,20;
    34:18,22,25;36:10;
    40:6
mitigation (1)
    18:1
modeling (1)
    8:17
money (1)
    41:6
monitoring (1)
    15:19
months (3)
    30:18,20;31:19
more (10)
    9:11,24;17:18;26:5;
    27:22;36:16;37:2;
    41:12;42:13;44:3
most (4)
    17:1;27:1;29:12;
    36:14
mouth (3)
    28:17,22,24
move (9)
    13:15;19:2;22:13;
    25:6,14;32:1;34:15;
    38:12;39:8
movement (1)
    18:15
moving (1)
    34:19
Moxie (1)
    3:10
much (2)
    9:24;40:25
mumbo-jumbo (1)
    29:2
must (1)
    4:3


N


name (3)
    3:5,15;7:7
National (5)
    4:2,11;5:13;8:13;
    42:8
Native (3)
    13:19;15:3;19:19
natural (6)
    5:10;7:8;9:17;20:8;
    41:23,24
naturally (1)
    34:24
nature (1)
    18:19
navigation (2)
    26:12;29:8
near (4)
    19:17;24:25;25:18,
    22
nearby (2)


    32:21,23
nearest (2)
    12:18;13:9
neat (1)
    29:2
necessary (1)
    10:19
need (8)
    9:7,10;18:22;34:21;
    37:21;39:23;43:10,15
needs (1)
    30:20
negative (1)
    7:25
neither (1)
    4:4
NEPA (3)
    5:13,24;42:8
Nevada (2)
    40:5,23
new (11)
    4:22;5:8,9;25:16,17,
    21,22;28:25;36:1,4,9
newsletters (2)
    12:4;22:6
Next (1)
    3:19
nice (2)
    39:16;41:7
Nikolai (1)
    21:7
nine (1)
    29:17
none (2)
    24:6;30:22
normal (1)
    6:24
north (2)
    4:16;18:13
note (2)
    11:10;44:16
noted (2)
    14:2;32:16
Notice (1)
    10:8
notified (1)
    20:1
Nova (1)
    40:6
NovaGold (2)
    13:18;38:18
November (2)
    10:7;11:9
Number (8)
    22:16,19,25;26:23;
    28:19;34:17;36:19,22


O


obviously (1)
    7:14
occur (1)
    35:1


occurring (1)
    34:24
ocean (2)
    27:6;28:7
ocean-going (1)
    5:5
October (1)
    11:5
off (4)
    15:16;21:3;24:8;
    40:24
offhand (1)
    33:25
Officer (1)
    9:23
off-loaded (1)
    5:8
off-loading (1)
    25:18
oil (1)
    8:12
once (3)
    10:24;23:22;41:2
one (16)
    11:10;17:6,7;22:16,
    17;23:25;26:16,16;
    27:9,25;29:12,12,15;
    32:13;41:12;42:16
one-on-one (1)
    44:2
only (3)
    30:18;32:8;39:15
onto (1)
    18:6
open (5)
    16:17;20:19;22:16;
    30:19;40:8
operating (1)
    35:4
operation (2)
    26:25;40:8
operations (4)
    14:21;36:3,10;40:6
opponent (1)
    4:5
opportunities (2)
    11:2,12
opportunity (6)
    10:25;11:17;34:9;
    37:3,15;38:5
opposed (1)
    7:19
orange (1)
    13:8
order (3)
    4:2;17:24;32:19
ore (11)
    13:25;23:2,4,9,12,12,
    13;30:12,22,23;34:20
organization (2)
    6:19;43:25
orientation (1)
    4:14


originally (3)
    12:14,17;19:23
others (3)
    18:25;32:1;34:9
OTTE (11)
    15:24;16:3,8;38:7;
    39:10,19;40:14,16;
    41:24;42:14,21
ounces (1)
    13:23
out (16)
    12:4;23:23;27:5;
    28:9;30:13,18,21,23;
    31:2,21;32:22;37:24;
    41:11,15,20;43:22
outmigrating (1)
    28:5
outside (2)
    7:15;33:2
over (4)
    9:16;14:25;17:23;
    41:20
overburden (1)
    34:19
oversight (1)
    8:14
overview (3)
    3:20;10:1;25:14
own (1)
    11:8
owned (1)
    13:19
owner (2)
    13:21,21
owns (1)
    38:15


P


paperwork (1)
    20:22
part (7)
    10:13;11:13;14:3;
    32:20;34:4;40:9;41:17
participate (2)
    11:19;37:1
participating (1)
    36:15
partnership (1)
    13:17
Pass (1)
    19:14
passings (1)
    26:13
pause (3)
    6:5,13,16
pay (1)
    21:7
pecking (1)
    7:10
people (13)
    3:8;21:5,7;22:9;
    37:13;39:22;40:23;


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (6) measures - people







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


    41:1,3,4,6,8;44:3
per (7)
    13:23;23:4;26:12,13,
    17,20;29:7
percent (4)
    9:16;19:18,18,19
period (5)
    11:15,21;14:16;
    27:23;44:16
permanent (2)
    16:25;32:6
permit (9)
    4:6;5:23;6:23;7:15;
    8:8;9:7,12;14:14;42:4
permits (13)
    4:1;5:16,18;8:15;9:2,
    12,15,20;10:1;14:10,
    19,19;42:10
permitting (6)
    4:24;6:21,24;9:21;
    14:16;42:13
perpetuity (1)
    24:14
person (1)
    44:9
phone (2)
    36:18,22
photo (1)
    15:11
physically (2)
    29:3,18
piled (2)
    23:6;30:13
pipe (1)
    15:25
pipeline (24)
    4:23;5:9;9:9,16;
    14:25;15:5,6,7,9,15;
    16:2,17;17:6;19:12,17,
    21;20:5,7,16;25:4,5,7;
    32:5;35:13
pit (7)
    22:16;32:22;33:5,6,
    23,23;40:8
place (2)
    5:12;9:6
placed (1)
    17:2
places (2)
    17:3,10
plan (2)
    13:7;37:1
planning (2)
    8:12;12:17
plans (1)
    35:5
plant (2)
    15:6;34:18
planted (1)
    15:3
please (4)
    3:14,24;17:13;44:5
plus (1)


    10:18
pm (1)
    44:21
point (3)
    7:9;18:20;33:13
pointed (1)
    43:22
points (1)
    18:25
Policy (4)
    4:3;5:13;8:13;42:8
port (2)
    25:16;28:25
portion (3)
    9:9;31:10;41:19
ports (1)
    5:4
positive (1)
    7:25
possibility (3)
    20:6,8,24
possibly (1)
    22:7
posters (1)
    44:12
potential (2)
    7:25;37:22
powder-like (1)
    22:22
power (4)
    15:5;34:18;43:10,16
practicable (1)
    6:3
precipitation (1)
    33:11
prepare (4)
    4:3;11:4,7,8
prepared (3)
    5:12;37:16;38:6
preparing (3)
    3:9;6:12;10:5
presentation (3)
    6:13;21:23;22:4
presented (2)
    20:15,15
presenting (1)
    33:14
Preservation (2)
    4:11;9:23
pressure (1)
    39:18
preventing (1)
    35:5
previous (1)
    11:25
previously (1)
    6:22
prior (1)
    14:14
private (1)
    20:7
probably (5)
    18:13;27:1,9,16;


    39:10
problems (1)
    12:24
procedures (1)
    35:4
proceed (2)
    4:25;14:20
Proceedings (1)
    44:21
P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S (1)
    3:1
process (28)
    4:9;5:11;7:4,16;
    10:10,13,17;11:4,12;
    12:7,12;13:25;14:17;
    15:20;17:20;23:3;24:2,
    9;25:12;32:21;34:22;
    35:1;37:5,6,20;42:13;
    43:11,16
processed (1)
    30:24
processes (1)
    6:25
processing (1)
    34:19
produce (3)
    10:19;13:23,24
Program (3)
    7:23,24;12:3
Project (56)
    3:4,7,19,20;4:1,4,5,6,
    14,24;5:21;7:9,25;8:4,
    9;9:2,5,9,13,25;12:2,
    18;13:6,9,16,22;14:2,6,
    7,9;15:5;18:2,3,7;
    20:13,15;22:8,14;26:9;
    28:20;31:4,7,8,21;
    32:13;33:14;34:5;
    35:10;36:12,17;39:21;
    42:1,5,10,11;44:5
properly (1)
    40:20
properties (1)
    36:7
proponent (1)
    4:5
proposed (18)
    3:20,25;4:4,22;5:2,
    20;12:2,14;13:9,16;
    17:8;19:24;26:6;33:14;
    34:5;35:9;36:11;42:17
proposing (1)
    31:14
protect (3)
    9:21,23;18:9
protected (1)
    16:1
protecting (1)
    40:19
protection (1)
    16:5
provide (13)
    3:16,19;10:12,15;


    11:14,22,24;15:18;
    18:17;19:10;21:22;
    22:9;34:10
provided (2)
    10:18;29:6
provides (1)
    9:3
Prudhoe (1)
    39:5
public (8)
    4:9;5:25;10:11,25;
    11:1,11;16:17;19:10
published (1)
    10:8
pump (2)
    33:6,23
purpose (3)
    3:18;11:21;32:10
pursue (1)
    41:17
pushing (2)
    26:18;29:3
put (4)
    23:23,23;28:8;31:4
putting (1)
    38:22


Q


quality (6)
    5:15;8:17;9:20;
    34:15,16;42:7
quarter (1)
    16:7
Quinhagak (2)
    12:16;13:1


R


radio (3)
    21:22,24,25
rail (4)
    31:4,14,18;40:1
railbelt (1)
    38:22
rainiest (1)
    34:2
Rainy (3)
    19:14;33:5,22
Range (4)
    19:14,15,23;41:20
RAY (10)
    16:16;18:11,22;19:7;
    23:14,20;24:15;27:24;
    43:6,14
read (1)
    9:5
real (1)
    29:25
really (7)
    29:1,2;30:1;33:4,22;
    39:21;41:4
reason (2)


    11:13;17:18
reasonably (1)
    43:12
receive (1)
    44:17
recently (1)
    19:25
reclamation (1)
    14:24
recontoured (1)
    15:2
record (6)
    3:15;11:8;18:12;
    33:17;37:17;43:5
recorder (1)
    38:2
recording (2)
    3:11;17:19
Records (1)
    11:7
recreation (1)
    36:1
Recreational (1)
    36:8
recycled (1)
    24:9
Red (1)
    27:18
reduced (1)
    35:17
refer (1)
    11:11
referred (1)
    22:20
regarding (5)
    4:10;17:13;27:12;
    32:15;43:20
region (5)
    4:18,19;11:23;12:5;
    41:14
regional (2)
    6:19;8:15
Register (1)
    10:9
regulations (1)
    5:22
regulatory (1)
    8:11
rejoin (1)
    19:24
related (2)
    8:3;35:12
released (1)
    34:25
remaining (3)
    38:4,11,12
remember (1)
    20:18
remote (3)
    4:18;14:3;32:5
removal (1)
    35:14
remove (1)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (7) per - remove







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


    23:13
removed (3)
    22:23;23:2,9
repeat (1)
    30:16
replace (1)
    6:24
report (1)
    8:1
reporter (1)
    3:12
represent (1)
    43:24
representatives (2)
    7:2;37:6
represents (1)
    13:6
require (6)
    4:1,22;5:19;9:2;
    35:2;42:4
required (4)
    5:25;9:11,15;42:12
requirements (3)
    4:10;8:11;14:9
requires (2)
    5:13;6:2
requiring (1)
    42:10
reschedule (1)
    12:17
researches (1)
    17:23
researching (1)
    18:9
residents (1)
    11:22
resource (2)
    18:9;40:20
resources (11)
    4:10;7:8,12;9:17,24;
    14:7;32:13;35:25;36:8,
    12;37:23
respond (1)
    39:17
response (2)
    8:12;35:5
responsibilities (5)
    6:21;8:14,20;9:19,21
responsible (1)
    14:23
rest (3)
    9:5;28:3,7
result (1)
    32:14
reused (1)
    24:9
review (4)
    6:1;8:22;11:18;34:9
right (14)
    10:6;15:14;19:11;
    21:1;23:25;24:16;
    28:12;30:3;31:4,21,25;
    39:3,7;41:19


right-of-way (6)
    9:10,18;15:16,17,21;
    17:2
River (44)
    4:17;5:6,7;12:19;
    15:12,13;16:9,13;
    18:13,13,19,23;19:16;
    24:16,23;25:17;26:2,
    10,14;27:2,5,7,19;28:1,
    3,9,16;29:4,17,19,20;
    30:1,12,19;31:6,13,19,
    23,24;35:8,21;39:2,2;
    40:3
riverbank (2)
    26:7,8
riverbed (1)
    15:10
Rivers (3)
    5:18;15:9;18:6
road (13)
    15:20;16:16,19,22,
    25;18:14,17,17;19:10;
    25:21;38:23,25;39:4
roadless (1)
    18:14
roads (2)
    4:19,23
rock (15)
    15:1;22:25;23:1,2,5,
    7,9,11,13,24;32:24,25;
    34:20;40:10,13
role (2)
    7:13,18
roles (1)
    7:4
roughly (1)
    26:24
round (1)
    12:21
route (4)
    17:6,12;19:12;35:13
run (4)
    19:14;31:16,22;
    38:25
runoff (1)
    33:1
runs (1)
    27:12
runway (1)
    25:22
rural (1)
    40:25


S


safe (1)
    35:4
safety (1)
    40:10
SALLY (2)
    24:24;25:8
salmon (2)
    27:4,6


same (4)
    24:21,23;26:24;
    31:24
Sarah (3)
    7:5,17,21
Saturday's (1)
    43:24
save (1)
    41:5
saw (1)
    44:6
saying (3)
    16:19;18:4;38:14
schedule (3)
    12:13,14,24
scheduling (1)
    12:23
scheme (1)
    13:5
scoping (19)
    3:4;4:8,9;10:10,11,
    15,17;11:12,14,21;
    12:13;13:7;14:17;
    17:20;27:22;32:10;
    36:16;37:20;44:16
Sea (1)
    12:20
season (7)
    26:12,20,22;30:12;
    33:5,22;34:2
second (4)
    6:6;11:17;12:1,19
section (6)
    5:17,17;6:1;8:2;9:7;
    12:7
seek (1)
    41:7
segment (2)
    19:20,22
seismic (1)
    16:6
select (1)
    6:2
selected (1)
    6:20
sent (1)
    22:6
separate (3)
    8:20;19:23;37:5
serve (1)
    7:8
Services (2)
    7:20,23
set (2)
    10:22;14:9
several (9)
    7:1;9:3,19;18:24;
    32:12;34:16,23;36:13;
    39:16
share (1)
    12:1
sharing (1)
    17:20


Shearer (1)
    36:21
sheefish (1)
    27:5
shift (1)
    10:22
shifts (1)
    32:8
shipping (1)
    26:22
ships (1)
    5:5
shore (1)
    28:3
shoreline (1)
    28:5
shorelines (1)
    28:11
short (1)
    16:7
shortly (1)
    12:2
shot (1)
    39:15
show (4)
    13:8;17:7;21:23;
    22:1
shown (1)
    15:11
shows (10)
    4:19;6:18;9:14;10:1,
    6;14:11;15:15;19:12;
    22:14;34:15
side (4)
    15:14;19:13;27:19;
    31:24
significant (1)
    42:6
significantly (1)
    5:14
similar (3)
    11:1;25:6;40:7
similarly (1)
    13:13
single (2)
    7:9;40:9
site (22)
    4:15,16;13:11;19:16;
    20:17;22:15;24:8,10;
    25:9,9,13,21,22,24;
    28:25;30:24,24;31:15;
    32:9;33:2,19;35:11
sites (1)
    36:6
six (2)
    10:6;30:18
slide (14)
    6:11,18;9:3,14;
    11:10;12:1;14:11;
    15:15;19:12;22:14;
    26:3;32:16;34:15;
    36:23
slides (1)


    32:12
slurry (1)
    23:19
small (1)
    43:3
smaller (1)
    32:5
Social (2)
    7:20,22
somebody (2)
    21:18;44:8
someone (3)
    6:6,6,15
somewhat (1)
    12:15
sorry (2)
    18:10;30:15
sort (1)
    18:8
source (1)
    24:22
sources (2)
    33:12;34:17
Southcentral (1)
    4:21
speak (2)
    3:14;37:17
special (2)
    6:21;8:16
species (1)
    27:12
specific (6)
    17:15;27:11,12,12,
    12;43:13
specifically (1)
    17:11
specifics (1)
    24:4
spill (1)
    8:12
spills (1)
    35:6
spur (5)
    41:18,18,19;42:15,
    17
square (1)
    22:22
St (1)
    13:3
stack (1)
    34:25
staff (1)
    7:11
standard (1)
    42:13
standards (1)
    8:11
standing (1)
    26:14
start (5)
    5:11;7:6;12:18;
    19:13;41:15
started (2)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (8) removed - started







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


    3:3;6:11
starting (2)
    14:15;15:5
state (12)
    3:15;4:1;7:5,9,11;
    8:14;9:15,17,22;10:2;
    14:3;19:18
statement (2)
    3:5;37:16
States (3)
    9:7;18:24;42:9
station (1)
    21:25
status (2)
    36:25;37:5
step (2)
    4:8;14:16
steps (2)
    10:5,7
still (3)
    20:8;22:9;32:15
stockpile (1)
    30:20
stone (1)
    10:23
storage (6)
    15:1,2;23:14;25:23;
    33:19;35:2
stored (1)
    24:9
streams (3)
    32:17,21,23
stretching (1)
    14:3
strictly (2)
    21:16;23:6
structures (1)
    36:9
studied (1)
    33:9
studies (2)
    10:19;14:13
stuff (2)
    30:20;31:18
subject (1)
    4:24
submit (6)
    17:13,15;27:23;
    36:16;43:19;44:15
submitted (3)
    5:16;11:15;34:5
submitting (1)
    14:14
subregion (1)
    13:10
subregional (2)
    13:12,14
subregions (2)
    13:6,12
subsistence (5)
    14:8;15:17;18:18;
    35:9,22
substantial (1)


    35:21
subsurface (1)
    13:20
summarize (1)
    3:21
summary (1)
    13:15
summer (5)
    20:3;26:1;30:14;
    31:19;38:24
supplies (4)
    5:6,8;26:10;31:5
supply (1)
    5:2
support (4)
    23:3;31:17;32:3,7
supports (1)
    15:7
supposed (1)
    24:14
Sure (7)
    8:7;24:5,18;28:23;
    33:8;34:3;40:20
surface (2)
    13:21;32:17
System (1)
    15:7


T


tailings (7)
    15:1;22:19,22;23:14;
    32:25;40:15,16
Takotna (1)
    21:7
talk (6)
    3:18;21:11,14,19;
    22:10;44:10
talking (4)
    26:1;28:17;41:22;
    44:4
tap (1)
    20:21
tariffs (1)
    20:23
team (2)
    8:15;43:22
technically (1)
    22:20
technique (1)
    15:12
technology (1)
    18:6
teleconference (1)
    21:22
teleconferences (2)
    36:24;37:2
telephone (1)
    22:3
ten (3)
    15:18;16:24;19:18
term (2)
    20:18;23:21


Thanks (7)
    6:10,16;8:25;9:1;
    19:6;30:4;39:7
thinking (1)
    25:8
third-party (1)
    17:22
thorough (1)
    7:13
thought (2)
    40:18;41:13
three (15)
    14:20;15:13;16:13,
    15;22:15,21,25;26:13,
    15,17;28:4;29:4,7,9;
    30:9
three-day (1)
    29:16
three-fourths (1)
    16:9
three-year (2)
    14:15;41:3
timeline (1)
    14:12
today (6)
    3:7,16;10:14;12:25;
    36:15;39:23
today's (1)
    3:18
together (1)
    6:20
Toksook (1)
    13:2
tonight (1)
    37:9
tons (3)
    13:25;23:4;26:21
took (1)
    40:10
top (1)
    15:15
topics (1)
    3:17
total (4)
    26:8;28:23;32:8;
    35:10
tour (1)
    40:17
toured (1)
    40:5
tow (3)
    26:13,17,23
towards (1)
    22:18
tows (3)
    26:15,19,20
traditional (4)
    8:18;35:9,22;36:6
traffic (3)
    16:18;26:10;35:20
trail (8)
    17:5,9,10,11;18:5;
    36:9;44:8,9


train (1)
    31:4
Trans-Alaska (1)
    15:7
transfer (2)
    5:7;31:18
transferred (1)
    5:4
transferring (1)
    25:16
transport (3)
    26:10;31:5;35:3
transportation (3)
    4:20;5:2;25:15
travel (2)
    12:20;35:8
treatment (2)
    15:1;22:20
tribal (6)
    8:18;36:21,21,23;
    37:2,6
tribe (1)
    43:25
tribes (3)
    4:12;6:19;37:1
trip (3)
    29:15,15,16
trucked (1)
    25:20
trucks (1)
    16:20
try (2)
    10:14;22:2
tugs (1)
    29:3
turn (4)
    5:11;10:4;15:4;
    32:12
two (16)
    3:7;9:4;12:6,9;13:17,
    19;16:4;22:19;25:3;
    26:15,16;29:12,13;
    36:23;40:6;41:10
two-day (2)
    29:15,16
tying (1)
    41:13
type (2)
    19:5;42:2
types (1)
    37:19


U


unable (1)
    12:16
under (8)
    4:11;5:16;6:1;8:21;
    16:13;20:1;40:12;
    42:13
underneath (1)
    24:3
unique (1)


    7:19
United (2)
    9:6;18:24
up (24)
    3:14;13:4;15:6;
    22:11;26:2,15,16;27:2,
    4,6;28:17,24;29:10,12,
    12,15;31:15;32:4,7;
    33:5,23;38:21;39:12;
    44:14
up/three-day (1)
    29:16
upper (2)
    12:22;19:13
upriver (2)
    5:8;25:19
URS (5)
    3:8;10:16,19;17:22;
    34:6
use (5)
    11:6;12:11;15:17;
    24:12;27:14
used (6)
    4:6;5:22;6:22;11:4;
    14:7;15:12
useful (2)
    12:8;27:13
uses (2)
    35:9,22
using (2)
    10:17;15:10


V


Valley (2)
    14:4;19:16
value (2)
    19:8;35:17
valve (1)
    15:14
various (2)
    10:2;11:6
Varner (8)
    3:10;6:5,10;17:17;
    21:21;39:12;43:2,21
Vavrik (1)
    3:12
vegetation (3)
    15:3;35:8,14
vehicle (1)
    16:18
vehicles (2)
    15:22;34:18
VICKI (11)
    15:24;16:3,8;38:7;
    39:10,19;40:14,16;
    41:24;42:14,21
villages (2)
    12:18;13:9
Vinasale (1)
    43:9
visit (3)
    22:7;36:17;44:15


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (9) starting - visit







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
McGrath February 15, 2013


visual (1)
    36:8


W


wakes (1)
    28:2
walked (1)
    40:17
wants (1)
    44:11
waste (11)
    14:25;15:1;22:20,25;
    23:1,5,11;24:16;32:25;
    34:19;40:13
wastewater (3)
    8:15;33:7,24
Water (21)
    5:17;6:2;8:12,17;
    9:20;15:23;16:12;
    23:15,18;24:7;27:17;
    32:13,15,15,22;33:6,9,
    12,19,22,23
waters (3)
    9:6;32:17;33:2
wave (2)
    28:5,10
waves (1)
    28:8
way (13)
    3:21;16:3,9;21:6;
    22:8;25:21;27:5;28:6,
    7;29:24;31:5;39:5;42:8
ways (3)
    22:7;36:13;39:17
weather (2)
    12:15,24
website (8)
    9:13;10:1;11:2;12:4;
    22:5;28:21;36:17;
    44:15
week (2)
    12:19;41:10
welcome (5)
    3:3,13;6:14;37:8;
    43:3
west (4)
    5:3;19:13,15,16
wetlands (5)
    8:17;9:6;35:8,15;
    42:3
Wetzel (8)
    3:10;6:5,10;17:17;
    21:21;39:12;43:2,21
what's (2)
    18:3;30:19
whole (3)
    18:19;30:16;43:22
wide (1)
    22:17
wildlife (3)
    18:16;35:8,16
winter (4)


    30:13,19,21;38:25
wish (1)
    37:1
wondering (1)
    21:6
words (1)
    7:3
work (7)
    4:12;6:19;7:22;
    10:16;40:19;41:10;
    43:8
worked (1)
    14:13
workers (1)
    36:2
workforce (4)
    32:4,7,8;36:1
working (2)
    32:7;44:7
works (1)
    39:5
wrap (1)
    44:14
write (1)
    39:13
writing (1)
    8:1
written (2)
    8:23;38:1


Y


year (7)
    10:11;13:23;17:23,
    24;26:12;30:18;40:7
years (8)
    13:24;14:1,14,20,21;
    15:18;16:24;41:2
YK (1)
    14:4
Yoder (3)
    7:5,17,21
young (1)
    41:6
Yukon (3)
    12:21,22;18:24
Yukon-Kuskokwim (1)
    4:17


Z


zone (1)
    24:25
zones (1)
    25:1


1


1,000 (1)
    26:7
1,000,000 (1)
    13:23
1,200 (1)


    41:4
1,400 (3)
    22:17;32:7;36:3
1,500 (1)
    26:8
1,850 (1)
    22:18
10 (1)
    5:17
10,000 (1)
    35:11
105 (1)
    19:24
106 (1)
    12:7
10th (1)
    13:2
110 (2)
    26:12;29:8
13 (1)
    22:5
14th (2)
    10:9;13:2
150 (2)
    19:25;28:22
16 (1)
    14:14
16,300 (2)
    35:10,17
173,000 (1)
    26:22
18th (1)
    13:4


2


2,300 (1)
    23:1
2,350 (1)
    22:21
2,500 (1)
    32:3
2.2 (1)
    22:17
200 (2)
    28:21,24
2014 (1)
    10:20
2015 (3)
    10:7;11:5,9
20-minute (1)
    41:9
227-megawatt (1)
    34:18
24th (1)
    12:25
26 (1)
    26:8
27 (3)
    13:24,25;14:21
27th (1)
    13:1
27-year (3)


    31:3,8,21
29th (3)
    10:11;11:15;44:17


3


3,000 (3)
    32:4;36:2;41:1
30-mile (1)
    25:21
34 (1)
    19:18


4


404 (2)
    5:17;9:7
404b1 (1)
    6:1
40-million-gallon (1)
    25:23


5


5,000-foot (1)
    25:22
5:00 (1)
    43:24
50/50 (1)
    13:17
550 (1)
    26:21
56 (2)
    9:16;19:17
58 (1)
    26:20
59 (1)
    13:25
59,000 (2)
    13:25;23:4


6


6,000 (1)
    35:12
6,900 (1)
    35:15
6:00 (1)
    44:21
600 (3)
    32:6;41:3,3
64 (1)
    26:19
66 (1)
    14:5


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (10) visual - 66





		Index

		 Number Index

		1

		1,000 (1)

		1,000,000 (1)

		1,200 (1)

		1,400 (3)

		1,500 (1)

		1,850 (1)

		10 (1)

		10,000 (1)

		105 (1)

		106 (1)

		10th (1)

		110 (2)

		13 (1)

		14th (2)

		150 (2)

		16 (1)

		16,300 (2)

		173,000 (1)

		18th (1)



		2

		2,300 (1)

		2,350 (1)

		2,500 (1)

		2.2 (1)

		20-minute (1)

		200 (2)

		2014 (1)

		2015 (3)

		227-megawatt (1)

		24th (1)

		26 (1)

		27 (3)

		27-year (3)

		27th (1)

		29th (3)



		3

		3,000 (3)

		30-mile (1)

		34 (1)



		4

		40-million-gallon (1)

		404 (2)

		404b1 (1)



		5

		5,000-foot (1)

		50/50 (1)

		550 (1)

		56 (2)

		58 (1)

		59 (1)

		59,000 (2)

		5:00 (1)



		6

		6,000 (1)

		6,900 (1)

		600 (3)

		64 (1)

		66(1)

		6:00 (1)





		A

		above (1)

		aboveground (2)

		access (14)

		accessed (1)

		account (1)

		accurate (2)

		acid (1)

		acres (9)

		across (1)

		Act (9)

		action (2)

		actions (1)

		active (1)

		activities (4)

		activity (1)

		actual (1)

		actually (6)

		add (2)

		addition (1)

		additional (3)

		Additionally (1)

		address (3)

		addressed (11)

		addresses (1)

		adequate (2)

		adjacent (1)

		adjourned (1)

		advise (1)

		advisory (1)

		affect (7)

		affected (7)

		affecting (1)

		afford (1)

		afterward (1)

		afterwards (1)

		again (13)

		agencies (12)

		agencies' (1)

		agency (9)

		agenda (1)

		ago (1)

		agreed (1)

		ahead (1)

		aid (1)

		air (7)

		Alaska (9)

		Alexie (1)

		alignment (2)

		allow (3)

		allows (1)

		along (10)

		alongside (1)

		alternative (4)

		alternatives (3)

		Although (1)

		always (1)

		Amanda (1)

		America (1)

		American (1)

		amount (1)

		amounts (2)

		analysis (2)

		analyze (1)

		analyzed (2)

		Aniak (2)

		animals (1)

		answered (1)

		appendix (1)

		applicable (1)

		application (5)

		applications (1)

		applied (1)

		appropriate (1)

		approximately (1)

		archeological (1)

		area (12)

		areas (7)

		Army (1)

		around (2)

		arsenic (2)

		assessing (1)

		Assessment (2)

		assist (1)

		assisting (2)

		associated (1)

		assurance (1)

		audience (1)

		August (1)

		authorities (1)

		authority (1)

		authorize (1)

		available (5)

		average (6)

		avoid (3)

		aware (3)

		away (5)



		B

		B&B (1)

		back (6)

		bad (1)

		balance (1)

		ballpark (1)

		barge (12)

		barged (4)

		barges (14)

		barging (1)

		Barrick (2)

		Barrick's (1)

		bars (2)

		base (1)

		based (1)

		baseline (1)

		basic (1)

		Bay (3)

		beds (2)

		beforehand (1)

		began (1)

		below (1)

		Beluga (1)

		BEN (1)

		Bering (1)

		besides (1)

		best (1)

		Bethel (12)

		better (1)

		BETTY (6)

		big (2)

		bigger (1)

		bit (1)

		BLM (4)

		block (2)

		blue (1)

		both (1)

		bottom (1)

		bridges (1)

		bring (5)

		broadcast (1)

		broken (1)

		brought (2)

		Bruno (5)

		brush (1)

		brushed (2)

		build (5)

		building (1)

		buried (3)

		burned (1)

		busy (1)



		C

		Calista (1)

		call (3)

		call-in (1)

		called (2)

		calling (1)

		came (2)

		camp (2)

		camps (1)

		can (27)

		Canada (1)

		Canadian (3)

		capacity (2)

		care (2)

		careful (1)

		carefully (2)

		cargo (7)

		caribou (1)

		carrier (1)

		carry (1)

		cars (1)

		case (1)

		catch (1)

		center (1)

		change (2)

		changed (1)

		changes (1)

		chemical (1)

		Cindi (1)

		Cindy (3)

		circles (1)

		city (1)

		Clean (4)

		Climate (1)

		close (7)

		closely (1)

		closest (1)

		closure (2)

		co-product (1)

		coast (2)

		cold (1)

		COLLINS (12)

		color (1)

		combination (2)

		comfortable (1)

		coming (4)

		comment (17)

		comments (29)

		common (1)

		communities (8)

		community (6)

		companies (2)

		company (3)

		complete (3)

		completed (4)

		comply (1)

		complying (1)

		components (2)

		comprehensive (2)

		concentrated (1)

		concern (8)

		concerned (4)

		concerns (17)

		conclude (1)

		conclusion (2)

		conference (1)

		Conservation (1)

		consideration (2)

		considered (3)

		constructed (1)

		construction (8)

		consult (1)

		consultant (2)

		consultation (5)

		consultations (1)

		consumed (1)

		contact (5)

		contaminants (2)

		contaminate (1)

		contaminating (1)

		contamination (1)

		continue (2)

		continued (1)

		continuous (1)

		contractor (4)

		contribute (1)

		conversations (1)

		Cook (4)

		cooperating (9)

		Cooperative (1)

		copy (1)

		Corporation (5)

		corporations (1)

		Corps (21)

		corridor (3)

		cost (1)

		count (1)

		counting (1)

		course (3)

		court (1)

		cover (3)

		covering (2)

		create (1)

		created (1)

		creative (1)

		Creek (5)

		Crooked (5)

		cross (5)

		crosses (3)

		crossings (2)

		crucial (1)

		cultural (4)

		cumulative (2)

		curious (1)

		cut (1)

		cyanide (1)



		D

		Dalzell (1)

		damaging (1)

		date (2)

		dates (2)

		day (9)

		days (1)

		December (1)

		decide (1)

		Decision (3)

		decisions (5)

		decommissioning (1)

		dedicate (1)

		deems (1)

		deep (1)

		definitely (6)

		deliberate (1)

		Delta (2)

		deny (1)

		Department (5)

		depend (1)

		depends (3)

		deposit (2)

		describe (1)

		described (1)

		description (1)

		design (3)

		designed (4)

		destroyed (1)

		details (2)

		determination (1)

		determine (1)

		determined (1)

		developed (1)

		developing (1)

		development (3)

		Devil (1)

		dewatering (2)

		diagram (2)

		diesel (2)

		different (1)

		direct (3)

		directional (2)

		directly (1)

		discharge (2)

		discharged (2)

		discuss (2)

		discussed (2)

		distances (1)

		disturb (1)

		disturbance (1)

		disturbances (1)

		disturbed (1)

		diverted (1)

		document (1)

		Don (5)

		done (2)

		Donlin (35)

		donlingoldeiscom (1)

		dots (1)

		double-hulled (1)

		down (22)

		Doyon (1)

		draft (7)

		drilled (2)

		drilling (2)

		drive (1)

		during (14)

		dust (1)

		Dutch (1)

		dying (2)



		E

		e-mail (4)

		earlier (1)

		earthquake (1)

		effects (5)

		EGRASS (7)

		eight (1)

		EIS (54)

		EISs (1)

		either (2)

		elements (1)

		elevated (1)

		Elko (2)

		else (3)

		elsewhere (1)

		emissions (2)

		Emmonak (1)

		emphasize (1)

		employed (1)

		employees (1)

		employing (1)

		employment (3)

		encourage (2)

		end (2)

		energy (1)

		Engineers (5)

		enter (1)

		entire (1)

		entities (1)

		environment (2)

		environmental (9)

		environmentally (1)

		EPA (4)

		erosion (1)

		especially (1)

		estimate (3)

		estimated (2)

		estimates (1)

		evaluate (3)

		evaluated (4)

		evaluating (1)

		evaluations (1)

		even (1)

		eventually (1)

		exact (3)

		Exactly (1)

		examine (1)

		examined (1)

		example (3)

		examples (5)

		excavation (1)

		existing (2)

		expanded (1)

		expect (3)

		expected (3)

		expertise (3)

		exploration (2)

		explore (1)

		exposed (1)

		exposing (1)

		extend (1)

		extends (1)

		extensive (1)



		F

		face (1)

		facilitate (1)

		facilities (4)

		facility (4)

		fact (1)

		factors (1)

		familiar (2)

		far (7)

		fault (3)

		faults (3)

		February (2)

		federal (11)

		feed (1)

		feel (9)

		feeling (1)

		feet (3)

		fenced (1)

		few (4)

		figuring (1)

		file (1)

		fill (3)

		filling (2)

		fills (1)

		final (4)

		find (4)

		fine (3)

		finish (1)

		first (9)

		Fish (14)

		fisheries (1)

		fishing (1)

		five (1)

		flight (2)

		flows (1)

		fly (1)

		focus (1)

		focused (1)

		Folks (2)

		follow (2)

		foothills (1)

		foreseeable (1)

		forget (1)

		forks (3)

		form (1)

		forth (1)

		forward (1)

		found (1)

		four (6)

		FRANK (13)

		free (7)

		frequency (1)

		frozen (1)

		fuel (11)

		fugitive (1)

		fulfill (1)

		functional (1)

		further (1)

		future (3)



		G

		gained (1)

		gallons (1)

		Game (1)

		gas (7)

		gather (2)

		general (1)

		generate (2)

		geochemistry (1)

		George (3)

		geotechnical (1)

		gets (1)

		given (5)

		gives (2)

		Godsey (4)

		goes (2)

		Gold (24)

		Gold's (2)

		gold-bearing (2)

		gold-colored (1)

		good (6)

		Gorge (1)

		government-to-government (4)

		governments (1)

		GRAY (13)

		great (3)

		greater (1)

		ground (1)

		Groundwater (2)

		group (2)

		growing (1)

		guess (12)



		H

		habitat (4)

		half (8)

		hang (1)

		happen (6)

		happy (1)

		Harbor (1)

		Harbors (1)

		hauling (1)

		hazardous (2)

		HDD (1)

		Health (6)

		hear (2)

		heard (5)

		hearing (2)

		heat (1)

		held (2)

		help (5)

		helpful (1)

		helps (1)

		Hi (1)

		highlight (2)

		hire (1)

		Historic (3)

		Historical (1)

		holding (1)

		Holy (1)

		home (3)

		Hooper (1)

		horizontal (2)

		hour (1)

		households (1)

		hub (1)

		hubs (1)

		huge (1)

		human (3)

		hunting (2)

		hurt (1)

		hydrocarbons (1)



		I

		idea (4)

		ideas (4)

		identify (4)

		Iditarod (8)

		image (1)

		impact (6)

		impacted (1)

		impacting (1)

		impacts (6)

		impermeable (1)

		important (3)

		impoundment (1)

		impressive (1)

		improved (1)

		improvements (1)

		include (5)

		included (1)

		includes (1)

		including (4)

		income (1)

		incorporate (1)

		increase (2)

		independent (1)

		individual (3)

		industry (1)

		information (21)

		informed (1)

		infrastructure (5)

		initial (1)

		initiated (1)

		Inlet (4)

		installed (2)

		Instead (1)

		intact (2)

		integrated (1)

		Intent (1)

		interest (1)

		interested (1)

		interfere (1)

		international (1)

		interruption (1)

		into (19)

		introduce (1)

		investigate (1)

		investigations (1)

		invite (4)

		inviting (1)

		involve (1)

		involved (8)

		involvement (3)

		involves (1)

		issuance (1)

		issue (2)

		issued (1)

		issues (10)

		items (1)



		J

		Jeff (3)

		job (1)

		jobs (2)

		JOHN (13)

		join (3)

		jump (2)

		Jungjuk (5)

		justice (1)



		K

		Keeler (1)

		keep (4)

		Kevin (1)

		Kim (1)

		kind (6)

		Kipnuk (2)

		knowledge (2)

		known (1)

		KUHLE (57)

		Kuskokwim (11)



		L

		lake (1)

		land (4)

		landing (3)

		lands (8)

		large (7)

		last (4)

		later (1)

		laws (1)

		leach (1)

		leached (2)

		least (1)

		leave (4)

		left (1)

		legal (1)

		legitimate (2)

		less (1)

		levels (1)

		LEWIS (8)

		liaison (1)

		life (4)

		lifestyle (1)

		likely (2)

		line (10)

		liner (2)

		lining (3)

		links (1)

		list (4)

		listen (2)

		little (3)

		live (2)

		livelihood (1)

		loads (1)

		locality (1)

		located (2)

		locations (2)

		logistics (2)

		long (6)

		look (6)

		looked (4)

		looking (7)

		looks (1)

		loss (1)

		losses (1)

		lot (7)

		love (1)

		lower (4)



		M

		Ma'am (1)

		MAGNUSON (6)

		mailed (1)

		main (3)

		maintained (2)

		maintenance (2)

		major (13)

		makes (1)

		making (3)

		managed (1)

		manager (1)

		manner (2)

		many (16)

		map (4)

		March (6)

		Mary (2)

		Marys (1)

		material (1)

		materials (2)

		matters (1)

		may (1)

		Maybe (5)

		McGrath (7)

		mean (3)

		meaning (2)

		measures (1)

		meeting (7)

		meetings (13)

		members (1)

		mention (2)

		mentioned (2)

		Mercury (5)

		met (1)

		metals (1)

		methods (1)

		middle (2)

		might (12)

		migrating (1)

		migration (1)

		mile (2)

		milepost (2)

		miles (5)

		milestones (3)

		mill (4)

		MILLER (13)

		milling (1)

		mine (29)

		mine-contacted (1)

		mines (1)

		mining (13)

		mitigation (1)

		modeling (1)

		money (1)

		monitoring (1)

		months (3)

		more (10)

		most (4)

		mouth (3)

		move (9)

		movement (1)

		moving (1)

		Moxie (1)

		much (2)

		mumbo-jumbo (1)

		must (1)



		N

		name (3)

		National (5)

		Native (3)

		natural (6)

		naturally (1)

		nature (1)

		navigation (2)

		near (4)

		nearby (2)

		nearest (2)

		neat (1)

		necessary (1)

		need (8)

		needs (1)

		negative (1)

		neither (1)

		NEPA (3)

		Nevada (2)

		new (11)

		newsletters (2)

		Next (1)

		nice (2)

		Nikolai (1)

		nine (1)

		none (2)

		normal (1)

		north (2)

		note (2)

		noted (2)

		Notice (1)

		notified (1)

		Nova (1)

		NovaGold (2)

		November (2)

		Number (8)



		O

		obviously (1)

		occur (1)

		occurring (1)

		ocean (2)

		ocean-going (1)

		October (1)

		off (4)

		off-loaded (1)

		off-loading (1)

		offhand (1)

		Officer (1)

		oil (1)

		once (3)

		one (16)

		one-on-one (1)

		only (3)

		onto (1)

		open (5)

		operating (1)

		operation (2)

		operations (4)

		opponent (1)

		opportunities (2)

		opportunity (6)

		opposed (1)

		orange (1)

		order (3)

		ore (11)

		organization (2)

		orientation (1)

		originally (3)

		others (3)

		OTTE (11)

		ounces (1)

		out (16)

		outmigrating (1)

		outside (2)

		over (4)

		overburden (1)

		oversight (1)

		overview (3)

		own (1)

		owned (1)

		owner (2)

		owns (1)



		P

		P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S (1)

		paperwork (1)

		part (7)

		participate (2)

		participating (1)

		partnership (1)

		Pass (1)

		passings (1)

		pause (3)

		pay (1)

		pecking (1)

		people (13)

		per (7)

		percent (4)

		period (5)

		permanent (2)

		permit (9)

		permits (13)

		permitting (6)

		perpetuity (1)

		person (1)

		phone (2)

		photo (1)

		physically (2)

		piled (2)

		pipe (1)

		pipeline (24)

		pit (7)

		place (2)

		placed (1)

		places (2)

		plan (2)

		planning (2)

		plans (1)

		plant (2)

		planted (1)

		please (4)

		plus (1)

		pm (1)

		point (3)

		pointed (1)

		points (1)

		Policy (4)

		port (2)

		portion (3)

		ports (1)

		positive (1)

		possibility (3)

		possibly (1)

		posters (1)

		potential (2)

		powder-like (1)

		power (4)

		practicable (1)

		precipitation (1)

		prepare (4)

		prepared (3)

		preparing (3)

		presentation (3)

		presented (2)

		presenting (1)

		Preservation (2)

		pressure (1)

		preventing (1)

		previous (1)

		previously (1)

		prior (1)

		private (1)

		probably (5)

		problems (1)

		procedures (1)

		proceed (2)

		Proceedings (1)

		process (28)

		processed (1)

		processes (1)

		processing (1)

		produce (3)

		Program (3)

		Project (56)

		properly (1)

		properties (1)

		proponent (1)

		proposed (18)

		proposing (1)

		protect (3)

		protected (1)

		protecting (1)

		protection (1)

		provide (13)

		provided (2)

		provides (1)

		Prudhoe (1)

		public (8)

		published (1)

		pump (2)

		purpose (3)

		pursue (1)

		pushing (2)

		put (4)

		putting (1)



		Q

		quality (6)

		quarter (1)

		Quinhagak (2)



		R

		radio (3)

		rail (4)

		railbelt (1)

		rainiest (1)

		Rainy (3)

		Range (4)

		RAY (10)

		read (1)

		real (1)

		really (7)

		reason (2)

		reasonably (1)

		receive (1)

		recently (1)

		reclamation (1)

		recontoured (1)

		record (6)

		recorder (1)

		recording (2)

		Records (1)

		recreation (1)

		Recreational (1)

		recycled (1)

		Red (1)

		reduced (1)

		refer (1)

		referred (1)

		regarding (5)

		region (5)

		regional (2)

		Register (1)

		regulations (1)

		regulatory (1)

		rejoin (1)

		related (2)

		released (1)

		remaining (3)

		remember (1)

		remote (3)

		removal (1)

		remove (1)

		removed (3)

		repeat (1)

		replace (1)

		report (1)

		reporter (1)

		represent (1)

		representatives (2)

		represents (1)

		require (6)

		required (4)

		requirements (3)

		requires (2)

		requiring (1)

		reschedule (1)

		researches (1)

		researching (1)

		residents (1)

		resource (2)

		resources (11)

		respond (1)

		response (2)

		responsibilities (5)

		responsible (1)

		rest (3)

		result (1)

		reused (1)

		review (4)

		right (14)

		right-of-way (6)

		River (44)

		riverbank (2)

		riverbed (1)

		Rivers (3)

		road (13)

		roadless (1)

		roads (2)

		rock (15)

		role (2)

		roles (1)

		roughly (1)

		round (1)

		route (4)

		run (4)

		runoff (1)

		runs (1)

		runway (1)

		rural (1)



		S

		safe (1)

		safety (1)

		SALLY (2)

		salmon (2)

		same (4)

		Sarah (3)

		Saturday's (1)

		save (1)

		saw (1)

		saying (3)

		schedule (3)

		scheduling (1)

		scheme (1)

		scoping (19)

		Sea (1)

		season (7)

		second (4)

		section (6)

		seek (1)

		segment (2)

		seismic (1)

		select (1)

		selected (1)

		sent (1)

		separate (3)

		serve (1)

		Services (2)

		set (2)

		several (9)

		share (1)

		sharing (1)

		Shearer (1)

		sheefish (1)

		shift (1)

		shifts (1)

		shipping (1)

		ships (1)

		shore (1)

		shoreline (1)

		shorelines (1)

		short (1)

		shortly (1)

		shot (1)

		show (4)

		shown (1)

		shows (10)

		side (4)

		significant (1)

		significantly (1)

		similar (3)

		similarly (1)

		single (2)

		site (22)

		sites (1)

		six (2)

		slide (14)

		slides (1)

		slurry (1)

		small (1)

		smaller (1)

		Social (2)

		somebody (2)

		someone (3)

		somewhat (1)

		sorry (2)

		sort (1)

		source (1)

		sources (2)

		Southcentral (1)

		speak (2)

		special (2)

		species (1)

		specific (6)

		specifically (1)

		specifics (1)

		spill (1)

		spills (1)

		spur (5)

		square (1)

		St (1)

		stack (1)

		staff (1)

		standard (1)

		standards (1)

		standing (1)

		start (5)

		started (2)

		starting (2)

		state (12)

		statement (2)

		States (3)

		station (1)

		status (2)

		step (2)

		steps (2)

		still (3)

		stockpile (1)

		stone (1)

		storage (6)

		stored (1)

		streams (3)

		stretching (1)

		strictly (2)

		structures (1)

		studied (1)

		studies (2)

		stuff (2)

		subject (1)

		submit (6)

		submitted (3)

		submitting (1)

		subregion (1)

		subregional (2)

		subregions (2)

		subsistence (5)

		substantial (1)

		subsurface (1)

		summarize (1)

		summary (1)

		summer (5)

		supplies (4)

		supply (1)

		support (4)

		supports (1)

		supposed (1)

		Sure (7)

		surface (2)

		System (1)



		T

		tailings (7)

		Takotna (1)

		talk (6)

		talking (4)

		tap (1)

		tariffs (1)

		team (2)

		technically (1)

		technique (1)

		technology (1)

		teleconference (1)

		teleconferences (2)

		telephone (1)

		ten (3)

		term (2)

		Thanks (7)

		thinking (1)

		third-party (1)

		thorough (1)

		thought (2)

		three (15)

		three-day (1)

		three-fourths (1)

		three-year (2)

		timeline (1)

		today (6)

		today's (1)

		together (1)

		Toksook (1)

		tonight (1)

		tons (3)

		took (1)

		top (1)

		topics (1)

		total (4)

		tour (1)

		toured (1)

		tow (3)

		towards (1)

		tows (3)

		traditional (4)

		traffic (3)

		trail (8)

		train (1)

		Trans-Alaska (1)

		transfer (2)

		transferred (1)

		transferring (1)

		transport (3)

		transportation (3)

		travel (2)

		treatment (2)

		tribal (6)

		tribe (1)

		tribes (3)

		trip (3)

		trucked (1)

		trucks (1)

		try (2)

		tugs (1)

		turn (4)

		two (16)

		two-day (2)

		tying (1)

		type (2)

		types (1)



		U

		unable (1)

		under (8)

		underneath (1)

		unique (1)

		United (2)

		up (24)

		up/three-day (1)

		upper (2)

		upriver (2)

		URS (5)

		use (5)

		used (6)

		useful (2)

		uses (2)

		using (2)



		V

		Valley (2)

		value (2)

		valve (1)

		various (2)

		Varner (8)

		Vavrik (1)

		vegetation (3)

		vehicle (1)

		vehicles (2)

		VICKI (11)

		villages (2)

		Vinasale (1)

		visit (3)

		visual (1)



		W

		wakes (1)

		walked (1)

		wants (1)

		waste (11)

		wastewater (3)

		Water (21)

		waters (3)

		wave (2)

		waves (1)

		way (13)

		ways (3)

		weather (2)

		website (8)

		week (2)

		welcome (5)

		west (4)

		wetlands (5)

		Wetzel (8)

		what's (2)

		whole (3)

		wide (1)

		wildlife (3)

		winter (4)

		wish (1)

		wondering (1)

		words (1)

		work (7)

		worked (1)

		workers (1)

		workforce (4)

		working (2)

		works (1)

		wrap (1)

		write (1)

		writing (1)

		written (2)



		Y

		year (7)

		years (8)

		YK (1)

		Yoder (3)

		young (1)

		Yukon (3)

		Yukon-Kuskokwim (1)



		Z

		zone (1)

		zones (1)



		[

		[inaudible] (1)










1


  
  
  


 1
  


 2
  


 3
  


 4
  


 5                      DONLIN GOLD PROJECT
                 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT


 6                        SCOPING MEETING
  


 7                        MCGRATH, ALASKA
  


 8                    Taken February 15, 2013
                    Commencing at 4:30 p.m.


 9
               Volume I - Pages 1 - 45, inclusive


10
  


11
                            Taken at


12             McGrath Native Village Council Office
                        McGrath, Alaska


13
  


14
  


15
  


16
  


17
  


18
  


19
  


20
  


21
  


22
   Reported by:


23   Mary A. Vavrik, RMR
  


24
  


25


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







2


  
  
  


 1                     A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E-S
  


 2   For U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
  


 3        Don Kuhle
        Project Manager


 4
   For URS:


 5
        Kim Varner Wetzel


 6        Public Involvement Lead
  


 7        Moxie Alexie
        Rural Outreach Coordinator


 8
   For Bureau of Land Management:


 9
        Kevin Keeler


10        Iditarod National Historic Trail Administrator
  


11   For Alaska Department of Health and Social Services:
  


12        Sarah Yoder
        CSTE Fellow


13
   For Alaska Department of Natural Resources:


14
        Jeff Bruno


15        State of Alaska Project Coordinator
  


16   For U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:
  


17        Cindi Godsey
        NPDES Permit Writer


18
   Taken by:


19
        Mary A. Vavrik, RMR


20
  


21   BE IT KNOWN that the aforementioned proceedings were taken
  


22   at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before
  


23   Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary
  


24   Public within and for the State of Alaska.
  


25


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







3


  
 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I think we are going to
  


 3   go ahead and get started.  I'd like to welcome you to the
  


 4   scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental
  


 5   impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don
  


 6   Kuhle.  I'm with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the
  


 7   project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two
  


 8   people from URS Corporation, which is the contractor
  


 9   assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They are Kim
  


10   Varner Wetzel and Moxie Alexie.
  


11             We also will be recording all of your comments.
  


12   We have a court reporter here, Mary Vavrik.  And so we ask
  


13   that if you ask any questions -- you are welcome to ask
  


14   questions as we go along.  If you do, please speak up and
  


15   state your name beforehand so we have it for the record.
  


16             This is the agenda for today, just to provide
  


17   you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We
  


18   will talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then
  


19   the EIS project milestones.  Next we want to provide a
  


20   basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed
  


21   it.  And then we will summarize with a few issues as a way
  


22   of inviting your comments.  And we encourage you to get
  


23   involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  So as I
  


24   said, please feel free to ask questions as we go.
  


25             We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
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 1   mine project that will require federal and State permits.
  


 2   And in order to comply with the National Environmental
  


 3   Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
  


 4   impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
  


 5   proponent or an opponent of the project.  It is Donlin
  


 6   Gold's project.  The EIS will be used in making permit
  


 7   decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.
  


 8             Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS
  


 9   process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
  


10   involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
  


11   under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
  


12   Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes
  


13   through government-to-government consultation.
  


14             This map gives an orientation of the project
  


15   area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site, the
  


16   mine site north of Crooked Creek and down to the lower
  


17   Kuskokwim River and the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a
  


18   remote region with little development to date and no
  


19   existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing
  


20   transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is
  


21   concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.
  


22             The proposed mine would require all new
  


23   infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and this
  


24   would all be subject to permitting before the project can
  


25   proceed.
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 1             This map gives an idea of the logistics and the
  


 2   supply links to the proposed mine.  Transportation
  


 3   logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west
  


 4   coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
  


 5   Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to
  


 6   river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel
  


 7   for transfer to the river barges.  And then the fuel and
  


 8   supplies will be barged upriver and off-loaded at a new
  


 9   barge landing in Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet
  


10   will bring in natural gas.
  


11             So we will now turn to the EIS process and start
  


12   with why an EIS is prepared in the first place.  The
  


13   National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, requires an
  


14   EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting
  


15   the quality of the human environment.  And in this case
  


16   Donlin Gold has submitted application for permits under
  


17   section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
  


18   Rivers and Harbors Act, and issuance of these permits
  


19   would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
  


20   evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
  


21   project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
  


22   regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other
  


23   agencies to make their permit decisions.
  


24             And in addition to complying with NEPA, the
  


25   Corps is also required to complete a public interest
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 1   review and analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean
  


 2   Water Act, which requires that we select the least
  


 3   environmentally damaging practicable alternative.  And we
  


 4   will incorporate the information for these into the EIS.
  


 5                   MS. VARNER WETZEL:  I'll just pause for a
  


 6   second.  I heard someone join us on the line.  Did someone
  


 7   join our call?
  


 8                   MS. GODSEY:  This is Cindi Godsey with
  


 9   EPA.
  


10                   MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Oh, great.  Thanks,
  


11   Cindy.  Don just got us started.  We are on the slide
  


12   about why we're here, the Corps is here preparing an EIS.
  


13   And if there is a pause in the presentation and you want
  


14   to say anything, you are welcome to join in.  Folks in the
  


15   audience, someone from the EPA is here if you want to ask
  


16   questions when we pause again.  Thanks.
  


17                   MS. GODSEY:  Thank you.
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  This slide shows that many
  


19   agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work
  


20   together on the EIS.  Cooperative agencies are selected
  


21   based on their permitting responsibilities or special
  


22   expertise.  As I said previously, the EIS will be used by
  


23   the agencies to aid in their permit decisions.  It will
  


24   not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities
  


25   and processes.
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 1             We have several -- we have some of our
  


 2   cooperating agency representatives with us, and I'll
  


 3   invite them to introduce themselves and say a few words
  


 4   about the roles of their agencies in the EIS process.  We
  


 5   have Jeff Bruno and Sarah Yoder with the State.  I'll
  


 6   start with them.
  


 7                   MR. BRUNO:  My name is Jeff Bruno with the
  


 8   Department of Natural Resources.  I kind of serve as a
  


 9   single point contact for the State as far as this project
  


10   is concerned to help the hunting and pecking, but the
  


11   State as a cooperating agency has agreed to dedicate staff
  


12   and resources and expertise to the Corps to help them
  


13   complete a thorough EIS.  So our role in this is going to
  


14   be assisting with the EIS, but then obviously we have a
  


15   large permit list also that will happen outside of this
  


16   process.
  


17             Additionally, we also have Sarah Yoder here, and
  


18   I'm going to let her describe kind of what her role is.
  


19   It's a little unique, as opposed to a cooperating agency.
  


20   She's with Health and Social Services.
  


21                   MS. YODER:  Hi, like Jeff said, I'm Sarah,
  


22   and I work with the Department of Health and Social
  


23   Services.  I'm in the Health Impact Assessment Program.
  


24   And the Health Impact Assessment Program is looking at the
  


25   potential positive and negative effects of the project and
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 1   writing a report on that which will be an appendix into
  


 2   the EIS and integrated into an appropriate section.  So
  


 3   that's why I'm here.  If you have any questions related to
  


 4   health on this project, feel free to ask me.
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  And I guess EPA called in.
  


 6   And Cindy, did you want to make any comments?
  


 7                   MS. GODSEY:  Sure.  EPA is a cooperating
  


 8   agency.  Although we don't have any federal permit actions
  


 9   to issue for this project, however, we are cooperating to
  


10   assist the Corps in developing the EIS that addresses the
  


11   regulatory requirements and standards for clean air and
  


12   water, oil and chemical spill planning and response, and
  


13   the National Environmental Policy Act.  And we have
  


14   oversight responsibilities for State issues, air and
  


15   wastewater permits.  We also have a regional mining team
  


16   that has special expertise in the areas such as air
  


17   modeling, water quality, wetlands, geochemistry,
  


18   traditional knowledge, environmental justice and tribal
  


19   consultation.
  


20             Also separate from our responsibilities as a
  


21   cooperating agency, we have an independent authority under
  


22   the Clean Air Act to review and comment on other federal
  


23   agencies' EISs, and our written comments will advise the
  


24   Corps on how to make improvements to the EIS.
  


25             Thanks, Don.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindy.  Okay.
  


 2   The Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits
  


 3   and consultations.  And this slide provides several
  


 4   examples.  And I'll highlight two of these and invite you
  


 5   to read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would
  


 6   place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
  


 7   States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
  


 8   decisions as to whether to authorize the fill.  And since
  


 9   a portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands,
  


10   BLM will need to evaluate a right-of-way application.  And
  


11   you can find a more comprehensive list of all the required
  


12   permits in the Donlin Gold permit application, which is
  


13   available on the project website.
  


14             This slide shows that there are also many
  


15   permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
  


16   over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
  


17   State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would
  


18   evaluate a right-of-way application.  And the Department
  


19   of Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
  


20   for water and air quality permits, and the Department of
  


21   Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect
  


22   fish habitat.  The Corps will consult with the State
  


23   Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
  


24   historic resources.  And again, there is a much more
  


25   comprehensive list that can be found on the project
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 1   website.  So this overview of permits shows why the
  


 2   various federal and State agencies are here and involved
  


 3   in the EIS.
  


 4             So we will turn now to the milestones in an EIS.
  


 5   Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an
  


 6   EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows the six major
  


 7   steps that will be taken from now through November 2015.
  


 8             A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
  


 9   Register on December 14th, and that initiated the EIS
  


10   process.  And scoping began on that date and will continue
  


11   through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public
  


12   meetings and other methods to provide information and to
  


13   gather comments.  And that's part of the process.  That's
  


14   why we are here today is to try to gather your comments
  


15   and provide you with information.  After scoping, the
  


16   contractor, URS, will work with the Corps and cooperating
  


17   agencies, using the information from the scoping process,
  


18   along with information provided by Donlin, plus additional
  


19   studies that URS deems necessary to produce a draft EIS,
  


20   which is expected to be completed by August 2014.
  


21             I should mention that all the dates from here on
  


22   are estimates.  The dates could shift.  They are not set
  


23   in stone, but that's our best estimate at this time.
  


24             And then once the draft EIS is completed, there
  


25   will be an opportunity for public comment.  We will have
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 1   additional public meetings similar to these, and there
  


 2   will be information on the website and opportunities to
  


 3   comment on the draft EIS.  And all the information gained
  


 4   in that process will be used to prepare a final EIS, which
  


 5   is expected to be completed in October 2015.
  


 6             And then the various agencies will use the final
  


 7   EIS to prepare their Records of Decision.  Each agency
  


 8   will prepare their own individual Record of Decision.  And
  


 9   those are estimated to be completed in November of 2015.
  


10             And one thing to note about this slide is the
  


11   gold-colored circles that refer to the public involvement
  


12   opportunities.  The first is the scoping process.  And
  


13   again, that's part of the reason we're here now.  So any
  


14   of your comments that you provide during the scoping
  


15   period that are submitted by March 29th will be addressed
  


16   in the draft EIS.
  


17             The second major opportunity for your
  


18   involvement is during the review of the draft EIS.  So
  


19   again, we encourage you to get your -- participate in
  


20   those meetings and get your comments in to us.
  


21             As I said, the purpose of the scoping period is
  


22   to provide information and to listen to residents in the
  


23   affected region.  And we have broken this into four areas.
  


24   The first is to provide information about the EIS
  


25   milestones.  And we just discussed that in the previous
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 1   slide.  The second is to share information about the
  


 2   proposed project.  And we will be doing that shortly in
  


 3   our program, but the information is also available on the
  


 4   website and through newsletters that are being mailed out
  


 5   to all the households in the affected region.
  


 6             The last two are to identify issues and concerns
  


 7   to examine in the EIS and section 106 process and to
  


 8   identify useful information from communities.  And we are
  


 9   counting on you to help us with these two.  And we would
  


10   like to know what you would like to see addressed in the
  


11   EIS and do you have any information that we can use to
  


12   make informed decisions in the EIS process.
  


13             This is the schedule for the scoping meetings,
  


14   the schedule as originally proposed.  It's been changed
  


15   somewhat because we had some -- because of weather we were
  


16   unable to get to Quinhagak and Kipnuk, and we had to
  


17   reschedule those.  But originally we were planning to
  


18   start in the villages nearest the project, and then in the
  


19   second week to focus on the lower Kuskokwim River, and
  


20   then in February we would travel to the Bering Sea coast
  


21   and the lower Yukon, and in March the final round would
  


22   include the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.  As I
  


23   said, because of some of the scheduling changes because of
  


24   problems with weather, the schedule is now that after --
  


25   since we are here for McGrath today, February 24th through
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 1   the 27th we will be going to Quinhagak, Hooper Bay and
  


 2   Toksook Bay.  And March 10th through the 14th we will be
  


 3   going back to Kipnuk, to St. Marys and to Emmonak, and
  


 4   then on March 18th we will finish up in Holy Cross.
  


 5             This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme
  


 6   represents the many subregions of the project area and
  


 7   helps you know how the scoping plan was developed.  For
  


 8   example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
  


 9   villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this
  


10   subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was
  


11   the closest community to the mine site and also in Aniak,
  


12   which is a subregional hub.  And for the other subregions,
  


13   the meetings have been and will be similarly held in the
  


14   subregional hubs.
  


15             Now we will move on to a summary of the mining
  


16   project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a
  


17   50/50 partnership between two large international mining
  


18   companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold
  


19   deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native
  


20   corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface
  


21   owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.
  


22   It's a very large project, as you can see.  It's expected
  


23   to produce on average of 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
  


24   for a mining life of 27 and a half years, and produce
  


25   59 -- will process 59,000 tons of ore each day for that 27
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 1   and a half years.
  


 2             Now, we noted that the Donlin Gold Project will
  


 3   be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
  


 4   Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK
  


 5   Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
  


 6   might be affected by the project.  For many communities
  


 7   the project might affect lands and resources that are used
  


 8   for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
  


 9   project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
  


10   with many permits and many agencies involved.
  


11             The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
  


12   the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
  


13   worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
  


14   for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
  


15   applications.  We are now starting the three-year
  


16   permitting period, the first step of which is holding the
  


17   scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,
  


18   the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
  


19   permits.  If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold will
  


20   proceed with three to four years of construction and then
  


21   an estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
  


22             And then at the conclusion of the active life of
  


23   the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
  


24   reclamation.  And this would include decommissioning the
  


25   mill facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
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 1   treatment or tailings storage facility and the waste rock
  


 2   storage facilities.  The land will be recontoured, and
  


 3   native vegetation will be planted.
  


 4             Okay.  We will now turn to the major components
  


 5   of the project, starting with the pipeline and power
  


 6   plant.  The pipeline will be buried.  It will not be up on
  


 7   supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  So it
  


 8   would be cold.  It would not generate heat.  Where it
  


 9   crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be installed
  


10   below the riverbed using horizontal directional drilling,
  


11   or HDD, as shown in the center photo.  For example, this
  


12   technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
  


13   three forks of the George River.
  


14             The image of the block valve on the right side
  


15   of the slide at the top shows that the pipeline
  


16   right-of-way would not be fenced off.  So it would not
  


17   block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way
  


18   will be brushed every ten years to provide continued
  


19   access for monitoring and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The
  


20   construction process will not create a road along the
  


21   right-of-way and the design would allow access, but after
  


22   construction no improved access for vehicles and no
  


23   bridges at water crossings.
  


24                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  So what did you say?  It
  


25   will -- so there will be, like, pipe on the ground and it
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 1   won't be protected?
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  It will be a buried pipeline.
  


 3                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  All the way?
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  There is two locations where
  


 5   it crosses faults.  And, you know, for protection from
  


 6   seismic activities it will be elevated by -- I think they
  


 7   are just very short distances, less than a quarter mile.
  


 8                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  Did you say it will come
  


 9   three-fourths of the way down the George River?
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  It would be buried -- it would
  


11   be drilled -- it would be horizontal directional drilling,
  


12   so there will be nothing above the water or aboveground.
  


13   It will be drilled under three forks of the George River,
  


14   so --
  


15                   MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Three forks.
  


16                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  The road access to the
  


17   pipeline, is that going to be open to the public?  And
  


18   what kind of vehicle traffic will there be on it?  You are
  


19   saying it's not going to be a road that you can drive cars
  


20   or trucks or anything on?
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  It will just be -- there will
  


22   be no -- no road or any -- no -- no deliberate access.  It
  


23   will be brushed to allow access for maintenance.  Every
  


24   ten years they will go through and cut the brush to allow
  


25   access, but there will be no permanent road.
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 1                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  Is most of this being
  


 2   placed along the Iditarod right-of-way?
  


 3                   Mr. KUHLE:  No.  I mean, there are places
  


 4   where it -- you know, as I understand it, it will be close
  


 5   to the Iditarod trail, but that will all be evaluated.  In
  


 6   fact, one of the -- I'll get to the pipeline route here in
  


 7   a bit, and it does show there is one alternative that's
  


 8   being proposed that would actually, you know, keep it
  


 9   further away from the Iditarod trail.  But there will be
  


10   places where it will be close to the Iditarod trail, yes.
  


11   It's not going to specifically follow the Iditarod trail
  


12   route.  But that will all be addressed in -- you know, if
  


13   you have concerns regarding that, you know, please submit
  


14   them and they will be addressed in the EIS anyhow.  But if
  


15   you have specific concerns, we ask that you submit your
  


16   comments.
  


17                   MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Maybe I can jump in
  


18   and maybe you can add more to your question.  The reason
  


19   why Mary is recording your comments is because during this
  


20   scoping process you are sharing your knowledge, your
  


21   concerns, your questions.  And those are actually items
  


22   that URS, the consultant, the third-party consultant,
  


23   actually goes and researches over the course of a year,
  


24   year and a half in order to understand what those impacts
  


25   might be, how it might affect the decision on the
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 1   alternatives for the design or the mitigation of the
  


 2   project.  And so it's great to ask questions about, you
  


 3   know, what is this project and what's it designed; but
  


 4   then also saying, well, I'm concerned about how close will
  


 5   it get to the Iditarod trail or how close -- what is the
  


 6   technology getting onto rivers.
  


 7             So when you ask questions about the project,
  


 8   feel free to also, you know, sort of ask, what are you
  


 9   researching about that that will protect some resource I
  


10   care about.  So sorry to jump in there.
  


11                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  I have another comment
  


12   I'd like to get on the record.  And that is that the
  


13   Kuskokwim River is probably the last major river in North
  


14   America that's roadless.  It's not accessed by road
  


15   anywhere.  So you have got an intact corridor for movement
  


16   of wildlife and so on.  That's why I was concerned about
  


17   the road.  If a road was to provide access to it, that
  


18   would interfere with subsistence hunting and could change
  


19   the whole nature of the river.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  That's a good point to
  


21   make.
  


22                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  I think they need to
  


23   think about that because there is no other river like it
  


24   in the United States that isn't -- the Yukon has several
  


25   access points and all the others across Canada have
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 1   access, but this is a complete intact corridor now where,
  


 2   you know, caribou or whatever are free to move back and
  


 3   forth.  You don't have any interruption in that migration.
  


 4   So --
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  That's the type of
  


 6   information we are looking for.  Thanks.
  


 7                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  And I think there is
  


 8   some value in that, so it should be addressed, I think, in
  


 9   looking at this.  But from what you said, there won't be a
  


10   public road that would provide that access.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Right.  Okay.  Thank you.
  


12   Okay.  This slide here actually shows the pipeline route.
  


13   And it will start at Beluga on the upper west side of Cook
  


14   Inlet and will cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run
  


15   west along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the
  


16   Kuskokwim River Valley and continue west to the mine site
  


17   near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline will cross about 56
  


18   percent State lands, 34 four percent BLM lands, and ten
  


19   percent Native corporation lands.
  


20             And I mentioned already the blue segment kind of
  


21   in the middle there, this is an alternative pipeline
  


22   corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
  


23   Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
  


24   proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the
  


25   alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
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 1   notified the Corps that this alternative is under
  


 2   consideration and will be examined during geotechnical
  


 3   investigations this coming summer.
  


 4                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  After you build this
  


 5   pipeline, you mentioned at the last meeting here in
  


 6   McGrath that there is a possibility maybe that we can hire
  


 7   a private contractor to build a pipeline into McGrath for
  


 8   natural gas.  Is that still a possibility?
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  The --
  


10                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  There was a comment
  


11   about having gas coming into McGrath.
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yeah.  First of all,
  


13   it's -- you know, it's Donlin Gold's project.  It's not --
  


14   the Corps of Engineers isn't going to be building this.
  


15   And the project that's presented -- been presented to us
  


16   is just for the pipeline for access to the -- you know, to
  


17   the mine site.  And I guess my understanding is that --
  


18   and I can't -- I don't remember the exact term, but it's
  


19   an open --
  


20                   MR. BRUNO:  It's a common carrier.
  


21   Anybody can tap into it that can afford to get into it.
  


22   You have to file some paperwork.  And there are some
  


23   tariffs associated with --
  


24                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  But the possibility is
  


25   there?
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 1                   MR. BRUNO:  Right.  Donlin applied for it
  


 2   in a manner that allows other entities to come in and take
  


 3   gas off of it.
  


 4                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  I got another question.
  


 5   Your future meetings, we got McGrath people here, but I
  


 6   was wondering, do you have access to -- do you have a way
  


 7   to pay for people to come down from Nikolai or Takotna?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  The Corps of Engineers does
  


 9   not.
  


10                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  I mean Donlin Gold.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  You would have to talk to
  


12   Donlin Gold about this.  We are doing an EIS, and we
  


13   are -- you know, if you were interested in something like
  


14   that, you would have to talk to Donlin Gold, but the Corps
  


15   of Engineers is not involved in any of that.
  


16                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  You are strictly all
  


17   Corps of Engineers?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is somebody
  


19   from Donlin here.  You can talk to them later, if you
  


20   would like.
  


21                   MS. VARNER WETZEL:  In future meetings we
  


22   will again provide teleconference.  We also had a radio
  


23   show presentation -- I don't know actually -- does Bethel
  


24   radio get this far?  No?  Okay.  So that's something to
  


25   explore.  We did -- we did ask the radio station here if
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 1   we could have a call-in show or broadcast it, and they
  


 2   didn't have the capacity for this meeting, but we will try
  


 3   again.  But we will always do telephone conference calling
  


 4   so you can call in to listen to this presentation or at
  


 5   the 13 other communities.  So -- and there is the website,
  


 6   and we sent the newsletters.  If you have other ideas on
  


 7   ways -- we can't possibly visit all of the communities in
  


 8   the project area, but we are looking for any creative way
  


 9   to still provide the information and to let people
  


10   comment.  So if you have ideas, you can talk to me
  


11   afterward or bring them up.  So thank you.
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
  


13   move on?
  


14             This slide shows the project components at the
  


15   mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
  


16   Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
  


17   1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
  


18   and 1,850 feet deep by the -- towards the end of the mine
  


19   life.  Number two is the tailings impoundment, which is
  


20   technically referred to as a waste treatment facility, and
  


21   it would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
  


22   square miles.  Tailings are the fine powder-like material
  


23   that is left after the gold has been removed from the
  


24   mill.
  


25             Number three is the waste rock facility, which
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 1   would cover about 2,300 acres.  And this waste rock is the
  


 2   rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These
  


 3   major facilities support the mill, which would process
  


 4   59,000 tons of ore per day.
  


 5                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  Will that waste rock be
  


 6   also leached with cyanide, or is that strictly just piled
  


 7   rock?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  As I understand it, it's just
  


 9   rock that's removed to get to the ore.
  


10                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  So that won't be leached?
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Waste rock is just -- yeah,
  


12   it's not the gold-bearing ore.  It's not ore.  It's just
  


13   rock that they have to remove to get to the ore.
  


14                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  On the tailings storage
  


15   there, that's water that gets there.  That's a lake or
  


16   something in there?
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's -- it's the --
  


18   there is water in it.  You know, it's -- it's discharged
  


19   on the slurry, I believe.
  


20                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  What is the assurance
  


21   that that will be maintained long term?  Because as I
  


22   understand it, once you take the arsenic and everything
  


23   out and put it in there, you can't put it back again.  Now
  


24   it's being maintained by the rock and so on.
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And that's one of the
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 1   things that will be looked at and addressed and evaluated
  


 2   in the EIS process.  There is a -- you know, a liner, an
  


 3   impermeable liner underneath that.  I can't give you all
  


 4   the specifics at this time of, you know, all the measures
  


 5   that will be taken to make sure, but the mine is designed
  


 6   to have no discharge.  You know, there will be no -- none
  


 7   of the water that comes in contact with any of the mining
  


 8   activities will be discharged off site.  It will all be
  


 9   either reused or recycled in the process or stored on
  


10   site.
  


11                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  That lining you are
  


12   going to use, how long do you expect that lining to last?
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  I can't give you an estimate.
  


14   It's supposed to be for perpetuity, but --
  


15                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  [inaudible] all that
  


16   waste is going to go down the river, right?
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  Again, that's why we are here
  


18   and why we are evaluating the application, to make sure
  


19   that it's constructed in a manner so that doesn't happen.
  


20                   MR. BEN MAGNUSON:  Not all mines have the
  


21   same amount of arsenic or contaminants.  It depends on the
  


22   locality of the source, what they have.  Some are just the
  


23   same as if it would be coming down the river.
  


24                   MS. SALLY COLLINS:  I'm curious if this is
  


25   on or near a major fault zone, if -- if that -- I know we
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 1   have earthquake fault zones in this area.  Is that close
  


 2   to or on a fault line?
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  There is two areas that the
  


 4   pipeline crosses.  As I said before, in those locations
  


 5   the pipeline will be aboveground, and it will be designed
  


 6   so that they can move, I guess, similar to the Alaska
  


 7   Pipeline --
  


 8                   MS. SALLY COLLINS:  I was thinking of the
  


 9   mine site itself, the main mill site.  Is that in a --
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of any faults
  


11   that -- I guess we will take your comment and look at that
  


12   in the process, but I am not aware that there is any
  


13   faults at the mine site.  Thank you.
  


14             Okay.  We will move on.  This is an overview of
  


15   the major transportation infrastructure.  There would be
  


16   new or expanded port facilities for transferring fuel and
  


17   cargo to the river barges.  There would be a new barge
  


18   landing near Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo
  


19   after they are barged upriver.  And from Jungjuk they
  


20   would be -- the fuel and cargo would then be trucked to
  


21   the mine site by way of a new 30-mile road, and there
  


22   would also be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site
  


23   and a 40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the
  


24   mine site.
  


25                   MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  How many barges are
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 1   they talking about in summer?  Is it going to be
  


 2   continuous activity up and down the river?
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  This slide here will go
  


 4   through that.  I think that will answer your questions.
  


 5   If you have any more afterwards, feel free to ask again.
  


 6             The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
  


 7   extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
  


 8   1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26
  


 9   acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
  


10   traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and
  


11   diesel fuel.  The fuel barges will be double-hulled.  The
  


12   navigation season would average 110 days per year, and
  


13   there would be about three barge tow passings per day;
  


14   meaning that if you were standing anywhere on the river,
  


15   you could expect to see three barge tows.  Might be two up
  


16   and one down or one up and two down.  But there would be
  


17   an average of three per day.  And each barge tow would be
  


18   pushing four barges.
  


19             There would be an average of 64 barge tows and
  


20   58 cargo tows per season.  The cargo barges would carry
  


21   550 tons each, and the fuel barges would each have a
  


22   capacity of 173,000 gallons.  And the shipping season, the
  


23   barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would
  


24   be roughly the same both during construction and during
  


25   operation of the mine.
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 1                   MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Probably my most and
  


 2   my main concern is the fish that come up this river and
  


 3   how all those barges are going to affect the fish.  A lot
  


 4   of us depend on the salmon and other fish that go up and
  


 5   down this river.  The sheefish go all the way out to the
  


 6   ocean, I'm hearing.  And all the salmon that come up.  So
  


 7   my main concern is the fish in the river.
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah.  We have
  


 9   heard that concern in probably every one of our meetings
  


10   so far.  If you have any -- that definitely will be
  


11   addressed in the EIS.  If you have specific concerns
  


12   regarding specific species or specific runs or specific
  


13   areas, that would all be useful information that we could
  


14   use, or even just your general comments are good, too.
  


15   So --
  


16                   MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Probably all the
  


17   fish.  And if there is any contaminants in the water, how
  


18   is it going to affect the fish, especially with the Red
  


19   Devil Mine and things going into the river on that side?
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we
  


21   are here for is to hear these concerns.  If you think of
  


22   anything more between now and the end of the scoping
  


23   period, I'd ask that you submit them to us.
  


24                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  I'd like to add to her
  


25   comments along the line Betty had.  One of the concerns
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 1   with the fisheries advisory group on the river was the
  


 2   impact of the wakes from those barges because all the fish
  


 3   migrating down the river rest along the shore.  And if you
  


 4   have got three a day, are they assessing the impact of the
  


 5   wave on that shoreline habitat for the outmigrating fish?
  


 6   Because if it's impacting them in any way, they have to
  


 7   feed and they have to rest on their way down to the ocean.
  


 8   And we have seen what kind of waves the barges could put
  


 9   out here.  The river is bigger down there.  But are they
  


10   doing any estimate on what -- what the wave impact will
  


11   be, I guess, on the shorelines?
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  All right.  That's another
  


13   comment we have heard that already, too, and that will
  


14   definitely be -- we will definitely look at that.  So
  


15   thank you.
  


16                   MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  How many river miles
  


17   are we talking about from the mouth of the Kuskokwim up to
  


18   Crooked?
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't know the exact number.
  


20   It's in the project description, which is available on the
  


21   website, I believe.  I believe it's close to 200 miles
  


22   from the mouth, you know, and it might be maybe 150 from
  


23   Bethel.  I'm not sure the exact total.  It's in that
  


24   ballpark area, maybe 200 miles from the mouth up to
  


25   Jungjuk, the new port site.
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 1                  MR. JOHN GRAY:  My question really is it's
  


 2   really neat all this mumbo-jumbo.  How many barges are
  


 3   they going to be physically or how many tugs are pushing
  


 4   something on that river at any given time?  You said three
  


 5   a day, four a day.  It depends on what they are hauling.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  The information provided to us
  


 7   so far is that it will be an average of three per day
  


 8   during the navigation -- the 110 --
  


 9                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  Three of them going either
  


10   up or down or a combination?
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Or in combination.  It will be
  


12   most likely you would see two up and one down or one up
  


13   and two down.
  


14                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  So will these make that
  


15   trip in one day, or is this a two-day trip up and a
  


16   two-day trip down or a three-day up/three-day down?
  


17   Because that makes it nine on the river.  See, we don't
  


18   have an accurate count how many are actually physically on
  


19   the river.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  On the river at any given
  


21   time.
  


22                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  Exactly.
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard it asked that
  


24   way yet.
  


25                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  That's the real question
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 1   is:  How many of these are really going to be on the river
  


 2   at any given time?
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  All right.  I mean,
  


 4   thanks for your comment.
  


 5                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  Isn't that legitimate?
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  It's a legitimate comment.  We
  


 7   will answer that, yes.
  


 8                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  It depends on where you
  


 9   see the three.
  


10                   MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  I guess the question I
  


11   got with the barging is, I take it, then, we have got --
  


12   half of our season the river is frozen, so will the ore
  


13   just be piled all winter and then barged out in the
  


14   summer?
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  I didn't catch
  


16   your whole question.  Could you repeat your question?
  


17                   MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  My concern is that, you
  


18   know, you only got six months out of the year to have an
  


19   open river, so what's going to happen during the winter
  


20   months; are they going to stockpile that stuff that needs
  


21   to be barged out during the winter?
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  None of the ore -- they are
  


23   not going to barge any ore out.  It's going to be all
  


24   processed on site, and it will leave the site as the gold
  


25   bars or --
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 1                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  They will fly the bars
  


 2   out.
  


 3                   MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  If you got a 27-year
  


 4   project, they should just put a rail, a train right to
  


 5   Bethel, transport the supplies that way, and they don't
  


 6   have to disturb anything to do with the river.  Because
  


 7   with that long of a project, your initial cost is going to
  


 8   be great, but for a 27-year project, it will be a lot --
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  That's a question that could
  


10   be addressed in the alternatives portion of the EIS.
  


11                   MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  It would take a lot of
  


12   concern away from concerns about the fish and anything to
  


13   do with the river.
  


14                   MR. KUHLE:  So you are proposing a rail
  


15   from Bethel up to the mine site?
  


16                   MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  I think in the long run
  


17   I think your support will be greater, you know, to
  


18   transfer fuel and stuff by rail and not have that many
  


19   barges on the river during the summer months.  It will
  


20   take all the concern about the fishing industry and
  


21   everything right out of it.  A 27-year project, that's not
  


22   that far of a run from the mine to Bethel.  So I wouldn't
  


23   think you would have to do any major river crossings.
  


24   It's on the same side of the river.
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any
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 1   others before we move on?
  


 2             Okay.  Additional infrastructure includes a
  


 3   construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
  


 4   construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does
  


 5   also include some smaller remote camps for pipeline
  


 6   construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and
  


 7   will support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
  


 8   shifts, meaning only about half of the total workforce
  


 9   would be on the site at any given time.
  


10             As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
  


11   meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So we will
  


12   now turn to several slides of examples of issues and
  


13   concerns.  One major area is water resources.  The project
  


14   is designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted
  


15   water, but there still can be concerns regarding water.
  


16   Some examples are noted on this slide.
  


17             The streams and other surface waters would be
  


18   diverted away from and around the mining activities in
  


19   order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
  


20   Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
  


21   process and could affect base flows of the nearby streams.
  


22   Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
  


23   adjacent groundwater levels and can affect nearby streams.
  


24   Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, could
  


25   generate acid or leach metals.  Waste rock, tailings, and
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 1   all runoff would have to be carefully managed to avoid
  


 2   contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
  


 3                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  The mine dewatering,
  


 4   you know, the question I got for that really, during the
  


 5   rainy season if it's going to fill up that pit and
  


 6   where -- you got another pit to pump water into or your
  


 7   wastewater into?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  I -- you know, I'm sure
  


 9   that's -- Donlin has studied that for their water balance,
  


10   and also it will be definitely addressed in the EIS.  You
  


11   know, looking at, I guess, average precipitation and other
  


12   sources of water, that definitely will be considered.  I
  


13   don't have the answer at this point as far as what -- what
  


14   we are presenting is the project as proposed to us.  We
  


15   are taking comments on what concerns or issues, you know,
  


16   you have, things like that.  We will take them -- have
  


17   them on the record, and they will be addressed in the EIS.
  


18             So if you are concerned that there is not
  


19   adequate water storage on site, we will look at that.
  


20   Does that answer your question?
  


21                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  My concern is, like I
  


22   said, if we have a really bad rainy season and the water
  


23   pit fills up, do you got another water pit to pump the
  


24   wastewater into?
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware offhand.  As I
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 1   said, I expect that, you know, they have considered all
  


 2   the -- you know, what the rainiest season is and taken
  


 3   that all into consideration to make sure that that doesn't
  


 4   happen, but that's part -- that will all be the -- the
  


 5   project as proposed has been submitted to us, and it will
  


 6   be analyzed by URS, the contractor, to do those
  


 7   evaluations.  That information will be, you know,
  


 8   evaluated and included in the draft EIS.  There will be an
  


 9   opportunity for others to take a look at it and review it
  


10   at that time and provide, you know, comments if they feel
  


11   the analysis has been adequate, but I don't have -- I
  


12   don't have the entire design or all the factors available
  


13   to me at this time.
  


14             Okay.  If there is no other questions, we will
  


15   move on to the air quality.  This slide shows some
  


16   examples of air quality issues.  There will be several
  


17   sources of emissions, including a large number of large
  


18   mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
  


19   created by moving and processing the overburden, waste
  


20   rock and the ore.  Climate change is a growing concern and
  


21   will need to be considered because there will be large
  


22   amounts of hydrocarbons burned in the mining process.
  


23             Mercury will be looked at in several areas;
  


24   naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be
  


25   released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
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 1   emissions could occur during the milling process, and any
  


 2   mercury co-product would require careful storage and
  


 3   transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
  


 4   hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
  


 5   and good response plans will be crucial to preventing any
  


 6   spills.
  


 7             Other major issues and concerns include
  


 8   wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
  


 9   subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed
  


10   project would affect a total of 16,300 acres, and of this
  


11   approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and
  


12   related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along
  


13   the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by
  


14   excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other
  


15   disturbances.  And 6,900 acres of these would be wetlands.
  


16   There will also be fish and wildlife habitat losses or
  


17   reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300
  


18   acres, and there will also be direct disturbance of
  


19   individual animals.
  


20             We have already discussed barge traffic and know
  


21   that there will be a substantial increase on the river.
  


22   The subsistence and traditional land uses will be affected
  


23   by loss of lands to development.
  


24             Here is other examples of issues and concerns.
  


25   And these are focused on communities, cultural resources
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 1   and recreation.  There would be a huge new workforce in
  


 2   the area.  There will be 3,000 workers during construction
  


 3   and 1,400 for the operations of the mine.  And this would
  


 4   bring new employment and income, but it will also have
  


 5   many effects on community life and human health.
  


 6   Historical and archeological sites and traditional
  


 7   cultural properties in the area might be disturbed or
  


 8   destroyed.  Recreational and visual resources, including
  


 9   the Iditarod trail, might be affected by new structures
  


10   and mining operations.
  


11             So to conclude, we know that the proposed
  


12   project and the land resources are important to you, and
  


13   we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to
  


14   get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
  


15   important thing by being here today and participating in
  


16   the scoping meeting.  To find more information or submit a
  


17   comment form, you can visit the project website,
  


18   donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone
  


19   number and e-mail address are on there.  That's my direct
  


20   line.  And my direct e-mail, feel free to contact me.
  


21             For tribal matters, Amanda Shearer is our tribal
  


22   liaison, and you can contact her at the phone number and
  


23   e-mail address on the slide.  We have had two tribal
  


24   teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating agency
  


25   status or government-to-government consultation for those
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 1   tribes that wish to participate in that.  And we plan to
  


 2   have more teleconferences.  And tribal governments also
  


 3   have the opportunity to enter into
  


 4   government-to-government consultation.  And that is a
  


 5   separate process from the cooperating agency status or the
  


 6   EIS process, but if there are any tribal representatives
  


 7   that would like to discuss government-to-government
  


 8   consultation, I welcome them to come see me after the
  


 9   meeting tonight.
  


10             So now we would like to hear your questions and
  


11   concerns.  And we do want to document your comments
  


12   carefully, so if you would like to give -- do we have the
  


13   list of people that wanted to give comments?  I guess,
  


14   first of all, if you have any final questions, we will
  


15   take those and then we will have an opportunity for
  


16   anybody to make -- if they have a prepared statement that
  


17   they would like to speak to get it on the record, we will
  


18   do that.
  


19             So these are some ideas of the types of comments
  


20   that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking
  


21   for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the
  


22   EIS.  We want you to identify potential impacts and
  


23   effects on resources.  We like hearing ideas that you have
  


24   on alternatives.  We would like to find out about any
  


25   important information available in your community.  And if
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 1   you have written comments, we ask that you leave a copy
  


 2   with our recorder so that she can have an accurate account
  


 3   of them.
  


 4             So first of all, if there is any remaining
  


 5   questions, and then we will have the opportunity for
  


 6   anybody else to give prepared comments.
  


 7                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  I don't have any
  


 8   questions.  I just have some comments that -- okay to do
  


 9   that now, or --
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess, fine, but first
  


11   of all, if there is no remaining questions, yes, then we
  


12   will go and move on to the comments.  So any remaining
  


13   questions before we go on to comments?
  


14                   MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  You keep saying the
  


15   Donlin.  Who owns Donlin?  Is it a Canadian company or
  


16   American company?  Who is the actual company that's going
  


17   to be doing this?  Where are they from?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  Barrick Gold and NovaGold, and
  


19   I believe they are Canadian companies.
  


20                   MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  Canadian?
  


21                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  Lewis brought up a good
  


22   idea about putting a railbelt between Bethel and Donlin
  


23   Creek.  Another idea is to have a road alongside there,
  


24   too.  Instead of doing the summer job, they can -- they
  


25   can run the road all winter long, you know, between Donlin
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 1   and Bethel.  And, again, it wouldn't hurt the fish or the
  


 2   river, wouldn't contaminate the river or nothing.
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.
  


 4                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  They have a road all
  


 5   the way to Prudhoe Bay, and that works just fine.  They
  


 6   can have that between Bethel and Crooked Creek.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thanks for your
  


 8   comments.  I guess we can move on into comments now.
  


 9   Ma'am, would you like to --
  


10                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  I'll probably forget half
  


11   of what I was going to say.
  


12                   MS. VARNER WETZEL:  You can follow up.
  


13   I'll leave you folks -- if you want to write in a comment,
  


14   of course, we will give you an e-mail address.  So don't
  


15   feel like this is your only shot.  It's definitely not.
  


16   It's just nice because there are several different
  


17   agencies, so there might be a few ways to respond.  So
  


18   don't feel any pressure.
  


19                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  I know that Donlin has
  


20   been here in the community and has met and described the
  


21   project, but I really think -- and this is not a comment
  


22   to you.  This is a comment to the Donlin people that might
  


23   be here today, that I think we need to get them back here
  


24   to the community so that some of these questions that are
  


25   being asked of you all could better be answered by Donlin,
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 1   you know, like did they investigate the rail, you know,
  


 2   and did they -- you know, when they looked at the erosion
  


 3   on the river and all that.  It might be good to get them
  


 4   to come back.
  


 5             And then I went down to Elko, Nevada and toured
  


 6   Nova and Barrick's two mining operations down there, I
  


 7   think it was a year ago, and they are very similar to this
  


 8   operation, which will leave a big open pit.  And I went
  


 9   through every single part of the mine that -- you know,
  


10   where the rock went, how they took care of all the safety
  


11   concerns, the hazardous materials, the lining that went
  


12   under the -- what do you call it?
  


13                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  Waste rock.
  


14                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  No.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  The tailings.
  


16                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  The tailings, all of
  


17   that.  And I have to say that I walked away from that tour
  


18   feeling very comfortable with all of the thought and the
  


19   work that goes into making this happen, protecting the
  


20   resource and, you know, making sure it's done properly.
  


21   It was very, very impressive.
  


22             What I also wanted to comment about is how happy
  


23   Elko, Nevada people are because it brought a lot of jobs
  


24   into that area where it was a community that is dying off,
  


25   much like many of the rural communities in Alaska.  And
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 1   employing 3,000 people to build that mine that's going to
  


 2   take four or five years to build it, once we get through
  


 3   the three-year EIS, and then 600 people after that, 600 to
  


 4   1,200 people after that I think is really going to help
  


 5   save some of the dying communities and help bring some of
  


 6   our young people home who have gone away to make money and
  


 7   seek employment elsewhere.  And it would be nice to have
  


 8   that employment and have people from here employed that
  


 9   could just go an hour and 20-minute flight down and go to
  


10   work for a week or two at a time and then come home and
  


11   live the lifestyle that they like to live out here.
  


12             And then there was one more comment.  Oh.  I
  


13   know that this is -- we haven't thought yet about tying
  


14   into the gas line, but it's something that we as a region,
  


15   I know we have to look at and start figuring out how we
  


16   are going to make that happen.  And so my question is:  If
  


17   we pursue that part of it and we go for -- it's called a
  


18   spur line?  Spur line.  That's going to involve another
  


19   EIS portion, right, to build a spur line in from -- say
  


20   where it comes out of the range over here to the McGrath
  


21   area?
  


22                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  She's talking about
  


23   natural gas.
  


24                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  Natural gas.
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess it would have to be
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 1   looked at -- when the details of the project came in, it
  


 2   would have to be determined at that time what type of a --
  


 3   if it involved filling in wetlands, which it likely would,
  


 4   it would require a permit from us as, you know, the Donlin
  


 5   Project does.  We would look at it at that time to
  


 6   determine if it had a -- you know, would have significant
  


 7   impacts on the quality of the human environment.  That's
  


 8   the way NEPA, the National Environmental Policy Act,
  


 9   states it.  If it does, then -- and if it's a federal
  


10   project -- requiring federal permits, it's a federal
  


11   project.  So at that time we would make a determination
  


12   whether it required an EIS or if it could just be
  


13   evaluated under a more standard permitting process.
  


14                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  Thank you.
  


15                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  On the spur line, is
  


16   there anybody in Donlin -- from Donlin here to answer one
  


17   question?  Is there a proposed spur line between --
  


18   besides McGrath?
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't have any information
  


20   on that.  I don't know.
  


21                   MS. VICKI OTTE:  There isn't.
  


22                   MR. FRANK MILLER:  I hadn't heard about
  


23   it, but there might be to Bethel and Aniak in the future,
  


24   but --
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  Did we have anybody that asked
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 1   to --
  


 2                   MS. VARNER WETZEL:  We didn't ask that.
  


 3   It's just a small group.  Anybody is welcome to comment.
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  Is there anybody else that
  


 5   would like to make comments for the record?
  


 6                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  Are you looking at any
  


 7   other development in the area while you are doing this?
  


 8   Because I know there is a lot of work being done down here
  


 9   on Vinasale where there is a big gold deposit, too.  And
  


10   if that went forward, they would need power, too.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  The EIS process looks at
  


12   cumulative impacts, including the reasonably foreseeable
  


13   effects, too, so if you are -- if you have specific --
  


14                   MR. RAY COLLINS:  I know Doyon is involved
  


15   in that.  I don't know where that is, but they need a lot
  


16   of power to process their --
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  If you have other things like
  


18   that that you know, you see as could contribute to
  


19   cumulative effects, I ask that you submit comments
  


20   regarding that.  Anybody else?  Comments?
  


21                   MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Don, if you want to
  


22   invite -- the whole team, we pointed out some of the
  


23   agency members and, of course, the Corps.  We are at the
  


24   B&B until Saturday's flight, 5:00.  So if you represent an
  


25   organization, if you are with the city or the tribe, there
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 1   is time to have individual conversations with Don.  And it
  


 2   doesn't -- so if you want it one-on-one or if you want to
  


 3   bring a few more people, you know, we are here and we
  


 4   would love to keep talking and asking about your concerns
  


 5   about the project.  So please feel free to find us.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  I also mention I saw that
  


 7   Kevin Keeler came in.  He's with BLM working with the --
  


 8   he's very familiar with the Iditarod trail.  Somebody had
  


 9   a question about the trail.  He would be a good person to
  


10   talk to about that.  So we will hang around for a while
  


11   after the meeting if anybody wants to have questions.  As
  


12   I said, we have got the posters that give a lot of
  


13   details.
  


14             So I guess I'll wrap it up.  And again, I'd
  


15   invite you to visit our website and submit any comments
  


16   you have.  Note that close of the scoping period is March
  


17   29th.  Any comments we receive by then will be addressed
  


18   in the draft EIS.
  


19             So thank you for coming.  We will be here for a
  


20   little while yet.
  


21              (Proceedings adjourned at 6:00 p.m.)
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I think we are going to 



            3    go ahead and get started.  I'd like to welcome you to the 



            4    scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental 



            5    impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don 



            6    Kuhle.  I'm with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the 



            7    project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two 



            8    people from URS Corporation, which is the contractor 



            9    assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They are Kim 



           10    Varner Wetzel and Moxie Alexie.  



           11              We also will be recording all of your comments.  



           12    We have a court reporter here, Mary Vavrik.  And so we ask 



           13    that if you ask any questions -- you are welcome to ask 



           14    questions as we go along.  If you do, please speak up and 



           15    state your name beforehand so we have it for the record.  



           16              This is the agenda for today, just to provide 



           17    you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We 



           18    will talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then 



           19    the EIS project milestones.  Next we want to provide a 



           20    basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed 



           21    it.  And then we will summarize with a few issues as a way 



           22    of inviting your comments.  And we encourage you to get 



           23    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  So as I 



           24    said, please feel free to ask questions as we go.  



           25              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         4







            1    mine project that will require federal and State permits.  



            2    And in order to comply with the National Environmental 



            3    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the 



            4    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a 



            5    proponent or an opponent of the project.  It is Donlin 



            6    Gold's project.  The EIS will be used in making permit 



            7    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  



            8              Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS 



            9    process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public 



           10    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources 



           11    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the 



           12    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes 



           13    through government-to-government consultation.  



           14              This map gives an orientation of the project 



           15    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site, the 



           16    mine site north of Crooked Creek and down to the lower 



           17    Kuskokwim River and the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a 



           18    remote region with little development to date and no 



           19    existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing 



           20    transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is 



           21    concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  



           22              The proposed mine would require all new 



           23    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and this 



           24    would all be subject to permitting before the project can 



           25    proceed.  
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            1              This map gives an idea of the logistics and the 



            2    supply links to the proposed mine.  Transportation 



            3    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west 



            4    coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch 



            5    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to 



            6    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel 



            7    for transfer to the river barges.  And then the fuel and 



            8    supplies will be barged upriver and off-loaded at a new 



            9    barge landing in Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet 



           10    will bring in natural gas.  



           11              So we will now turn to the EIS process and start 



           12    with why an EIS is prepared in the first place.  The 



           13    National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, requires an 



           14    EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting 



           15    the quality of the human environment.  And in this case 



           16    Donlin Gold has submitted application for permits under 



           17    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the 



           18    Rivers and Harbors Act, and issuance of these permits 



           19    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to 



           20    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed 



           21    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



           22    regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other 



           23    agencies to make their permit decisions.  



           24              And in addition to complying with NEPA, the 



           25    Corps is also required to complete a public interest 
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            1    review and analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean 



            2    Water Act, which requires that we select the least 



            3    environmentally damaging practicable alternative.  And we 



            4    will incorporate the information for these into the EIS.



            5                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  I'll just pause for a 



            6    second.  I heard someone join us on the line.  Did someone 



            7    join our call?



            8                    MS. GODSEY:  This is Cindi Godsey with 



            9    EPA.



           10                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Oh, great.  Thanks, 



           11    Cindy.  Don just got us started.  We are on the slide 



           12    about why we're here, the Corps is here preparing an EIS.  



           13    And if there is a pause in the presentation and you want 



           14    to say anything, you are welcome to join in.  Folks in the 



           15    audience, someone from the EPA is here if you want to ask 



           16    questions when we pause again.  Thanks.



           17                    MS. GODSEY:  Thank you.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  This slide shows that many 



           19    agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work 



           20    together on the EIS.  Cooperative agencies are selected 



           21    based on their permitting responsibilities or special 



           22    expertise.  As I said previously, the EIS will be used by 



           23    the agencies to aid in their permit decisions.  It will 



           24    not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities 



           25    and processes.  
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            1              We have several -- we have some of our 



            2    cooperating agency representatives with us, and I'll 



            3    invite them to introduce themselves and say a few words 



            4    about the roles of their agencies in the EIS process.  We 



            5    have Jeff Bruno and Sarah Yoder with the State.  I'll 



            6    start with them.  



            7                    MR. BRUNO:  My name is Jeff Bruno with the 



            8    Department of Natural Resources.  I kind of serve as a 



            9    single point contact for the State as far as this project 



           10    is concerned to help the hunting and pecking, but the 



           11    State as a cooperating agency has agreed to dedicate staff 



           12    and resources and expertise to the Corps to help them 



           13    complete a thorough EIS.  So our role in this is going to 



           14    be assisting with the EIS, but then obviously we have a 



           15    large permit list also that will happen outside of this 



           16    process.  



           17              Additionally, we also have Sarah Yoder here, and 



           18    I'm going to let her describe kind of what her role is.  



           19    It's a little unique, as opposed to a cooperating agency.  



           20    She's with Health and Social Services.



           21                    MS. YODER:  Hi, like Jeff said, I'm Sarah, 



           22    and I work with the Department of Health and Social 



           23    Services.  I'm in the Health Impact Assessment Program.  



           24    And the Health Impact Assessment Program is looking at the 



           25    potential positive and negative effects of the project and 
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            1    writing a report on that which will be an appendix into 



            2    the EIS and integrated into an appropriate section.  So 



            3    that's why I'm here.  If you have any questions related to 



            4    health on this project, feel free to ask me.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  And I guess EPA called in.  



            6    And Cindy, did you want to make any comments?



            7                    MS. GODSEY:  Sure.  EPA is a cooperating 



            8    agency.  Although we don't have any federal permit actions 



            9    to issue for this project, however, we are cooperating to 



           10    assist the Corps in developing the EIS that addresses the 



           11    regulatory requirements and standards for clean air and 



           12    water, oil and chemical spill planning and response, and 



           13    the National Environmental Policy Act.  And we have 



           14    oversight responsibilities for State issues, air and 



           15    wastewater permits.  We also have a regional mining team 



           16    that has special expertise in the areas such as air 



           17    modeling, water quality, wetlands, geochemistry, 



           18    traditional knowledge, environmental justice and tribal 



           19    consultation.  



           20              Also separate from our responsibilities as a 



           21    cooperating agency, we have an independent authority under 



           22    the Clean Air Act to review and comment on other federal 



           23    agencies' EISs, and our written comments will advise the 



           24    Corps on how to make improvements to the EIS.  



           25              Thanks, Don.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindy.  Okay.  



            2    The Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits 



            3    and consultations.  And this slide provides several 



            4    examples.  And I'll highlight two of these and invite you 



            5    to read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would 



            6    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United 



            7    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit 



            8    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill.  And since 



            9    a portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, 



           10    BLM will need to evaluate a right-of-way application.  And 



           11    you can find a more comprehensive list of all the required 



           12    permits in the Donlin Gold permit application, which is 



           13    available on the project website.  



           14              This slide shows that there are also many 



           15    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example, 



           16    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on 



           17    State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would 



           18    evaluate a right-of-way application.  And the Department 



           19    of Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities 



           20    for water and air quality permits, and the Department of 



           21    Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect 



           22    fish habitat.  The Corps will consult with the State 



           23    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and 



           24    historic resources.  And again, there is a much more 



           25    comprehensive list that can be found on the project 
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            1    website.  So this overview of permits shows why the 



            2    various federal and State agencies are here and involved 



            3    in the EIS.  



            4              So we will turn now to the milestones in an EIS.  



            5    Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an 



            6    EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows the six major 



            7    steps that will be taken from now through November 2015.  



            8              A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal 



            9    Register on December 14th, and that initiated the EIS 



           10    process.  And scoping began on that date and will continue 



           11    through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public 



           12    meetings and other methods to provide information and to 



           13    gather comments.  And that's part of the process.  That's 



           14    why we are here today is to try to gather your comments 



           15    and provide you with information.  After scoping, the 



           16    contractor, URS, will work with the Corps and cooperating 



           17    agencies, using the information from the scoping process, 



           18    along with information provided by Donlin, plus additional 



           19    studies that URS deems necessary to produce a draft EIS, 



           20    which is expected to be completed by August 2014.  



           21              I should mention that all the dates from here on 



           22    are estimates.  The dates could shift.  They are not set 



           23    in stone, but that's our best estimate at this time.  



           24              And then once the draft EIS is completed, there 



           25    will be an opportunity for public comment.  We will have 
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            1    additional public meetings similar to these, and there 



            2    will be information on the website and opportunities to 



            3    comment on the draft EIS.  And all the information gained 



            4    in that process will be used to prepare a final EIS, which 



            5    is expected to be completed in October 2015.  



            6              And then the various agencies will use the final 



            7    EIS to prepare their Records of Decision.  Each agency 



            8    will prepare their own individual Record of Decision.  And 



            9    those are estimated to be completed in November of 2015.  



           10              And one thing to note about this slide is the 



           11    gold-colored circles that refer to the public involvement 



           12    opportunities.  The first is the scoping process.  And 



           13    again, that's part of the reason we're here now.  So any 



           14    of your comments that you provide during the scoping 



           15    period that are submitted by March 29th will be addressed 



           16    in the draft EIS.  



           17              The second major opportunity for your 



           18    involvement is during the review of the draft EIS.  So 



           19    again, we encourage you to get your -- participate in 



           20    those meetings and get your comments in to us.  



           21              As I said, the purpose of the scoping period is 



           22    to provide information and to listen to residents in the 



           23    affected region.  And we have broken this into four areas.  



           24    The first is to provide information about the EIS 



           25    milestones.  And we just discussed that in the previous 
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            1    slide.  The second is to share information about the 



            2    proposed project.  And we will be doing that shortly in 



            3    our program, but the information is also available on the 



            4    website and through newsletters that are being mailed out 



            5    to all the households in the affected region.  



            6              The last two are to identify issues and concerns 



            7    to examine in the EIS and section 106 process and to 



            8    identify useful information from communities.  And we are 



            9    counting on you to help us with these two.  And we would 



           10    like to know what you would like to see addressed in the 



           11    EIS and do you have any information that we can use to 



           12    make informed decisions in the EIS process.  



           13              This is the schedule for the scoping meetings, 



           14    the schedule as originally proposed.  It's been changed 



           15    somewhat because we had some -- because of weather we were 



           16    unable to get to Quinhagak and Kipnuk, and we had to 



           17    reschedule those.  But originally we were planning to 



           18    start in the villages nearest the project, and then in the 



           19    second week to focus on the lower Kuskokwim River, and 



           20    then in February we would travel to the Bering Sea coast 



           21    and the lower Yukon, and in March the final round would 



           22    include the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.  As I 



           23    said, because of some of the scheduling changes because of 



           24    problems with weather, the schedule is now that after -- 



           25    since we are here for McGrath today, February 24th through 
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            1    the 27th we will be going to Quinhagak, Hooper Bay and 



            2    Toksook Bay.  And March 10th through the 14th we will be 



            3    going back to Kipnuk, to St. Marys and to Emmonak, and 



            4    then on March 18th we will finish up in Holy Cross.  



            5              This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme 



            6    represents the many subregions of the project area and 



            7    helps you know how the scoping plan was developed.  For 



            8    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



            9    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this 



           10    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was 



           11    the closest community to the mine site and also in Aniak, 



           12    which is a subregional hub.  And for the other subregions, 



           13    the meetings have been and will be similarly held in the 



           14    subregional hubs.  



           15              Now we will move on to a summary of the mining 



           16    project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a 



           17    50/50 partnership between two large international mining 



           18    companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold 



           19    deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native 



           20    corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface 



           21    owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.  



           22    It's a very large project, as you can see.  It's expected 



           23    to produce on average of 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year 



           24    for a mining life of 27 and a half years, and produce 



           25    59 -- will process 59,000 tons of ore each day for that 27 
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            1    and a half years.  



            2              Now, we noted that the Donlin Gold Project will 



            3    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



            4    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK 



            5    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that 



            6    might be affected by the project.  For many communities 



            7    the project might affect lands and resources that are used 



            8    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This 



            9    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements 



           10    with many permits and many agencies involved.  



           11              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 



           12    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has 



           13    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 



           14    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit 



           15    applications.  We are now starting the three-year 



           16    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the 



           17    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process, 



           18    the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their 



           19    permits.  If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold will 



           20    proceed with three to four years of construction and then 



           21    an estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  



           22              And then at the conclusion of the active life of 



           23    the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and 



           24    reclamation.  And this would include decommissioning the 



           25    mill facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste 
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            1    treatment or tailings storage facility and the waste rock 



            2    storage facilities.  The land will be recontoured, and 



            3    native vegetation will be planted.  



            4              Okay.  We will now turn to the major components 



            5    of the project, starting with the pipeline and power 



            6    plant.  The pipeline will be buried.  It will not be up on 



            7    supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  So it 



            8    would be cold.  It would not generate heat.  Where it 



            9    crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be installed 



           10    below the riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, 



           11    or HDD, as shown in the center photo.  For example, this 



           12    technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



           13    three forks of the George River.  



           14              The image of the block valve on the right side 



           15    of the slide at the top shows that the pipeline 



           16    right-of-way would not be fenced off.  So it would not 



           17    block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way 



           18    will be brushed every ten years to provide continued 



           19    access for monitoring and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The 



           20    construction process will not create a road along the 



           21    right-of-way and the design would allow access, but after 



           22    construction no improved access for vehicles and no 



           23    bridges at water crossings.  



           24                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  So what did you say?  It 



           25    will -- so there will be, like, pipe on the ground and it 
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            1    won't be protected?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  It will be a buried pipeline.  



            3                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  All the way?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  There is two locations where 



            5    it crosses faults.  And, you know, for protection from 



            6    seismic activities it will be elevated by -- I think they 



            7    are just very short distances, less than a quarter mile.  



            8                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Did you say it will come 



            9    three-fourths of the way down the George River?  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  It would be buried -- it would 



           11    be drilled -- it would be horizontal directional drilling, 



           12    so there will be nothing above the water or aboveground.  



           13    It will be drilled under three forks of the George River, 



           14    so -- 



           15                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Three forks.  



           16                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  The road access to the 



           17    pipeline, is that going to be open to the public?  And 



           18    what kind of vehicle traffic will there be on it?  You are 



           19    saying it's not going to be a road that you can drive cars 



           20    or trucks or anything on?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  It will just be -- there will 



           22    be no -- no road or any -- no -- no deliberate access.  It 



           23    will be brushed to allow access for maintenance.  Every 



           24    ten years they will go through and cut the brush to allow 



           25    access, but there will be no permanent road.  
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            1                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Is most of this being 



            2    placed along the Iditarod right-of-way?  



            3                    Mr. KUHLE:  No.  I mean, there are places 



            4    where it -- you know, as I understand it, it will be close 



            5    to the Iditarod trail, but that will all be evaluated.  In 



            6    fact, one of the -- I'll get to the pipeline route here in 



            7    a bit, and it does show there is one alternative that's 



            8    being proposed that would actually, you know, keep it 



            9    further away from the Iditarod trail.  But there will be 



           10    places where it will be close to the Iditarod trail, yes.  



           11    It's not going to specifically follow the Iditarod trail 



           12    route.  But that will all be addressed in -- you know, if 



           13    you have concerns regarding that, you know, please submit 



           14    them and they will be addressed in the EIS anyhow.  But if 



           15    you have specific concerns, we ask that you submit your 



           16    comments.



           17                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Maybe I can jump in 



           18    and maybe you can add more to your question.  The reason 



           19    why Mary is recording your comments is because during this 



           20    scoping process you are sharing your knowledge, your 



           21    concerns, your questions.  And those are actually items 



           22    that URS, the consultant, the third-party consultant, 



           23    actually goes and researches over the course of a year, 



           24    year and a half in order to understand what those impacts 



           25    might be, how it might affect the decision on the 
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            1    alternatives for the design or the mitigation of the 



            2    project.  And so it's great to ask questions about, you 



            3    know, what is this project and what's it designed; but 



            4    then also saying, well, I'm concerned about how close will 



            5    it get to the Iditarod trail or how close -- what is the 



            6    technology getting onto rivers.  



            7              So when you ask questions about the project, 



            8    feel free to also, you know, sort of ask, what are you 



            9    researching about that that will protect some resource I 



           10    care about.  So sorry to jump in there.



           11                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I have another comment 



           12    I'd like to get on the record.  And that is that the 



           13    Kuskokwim River is probably the last major river in North 



           14    America that's roadless.  It's not accessed by road 



           15    anywhere.  So you have got an intact corridor for movement 



           16    of wildlife and so on.  That's why I was concerned about 



           17    the road.  If a road was to provide access to it, that 



           18    would interfere with subsistence hunting and could change 



           19    the whole nature of the river.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  That's a good point to 



           21    make.



           22                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I think they need to 



           23    think about that because there is no other river like it 



           24    in the United States that isn't -- the Yukon has several 



           25    access points and all the others across Canada have 
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            1    access, but this is a complete intact corridor now where, 



            2    you know, caribou or whatever are free to move back and 



            3    forth.  You don't have any interruption in that migration.  



            4    So --



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  That's the type of 



            6    information we are looking for.  Thanks.



            7                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  And I think there is 



            8    some value in that, so it should be addressed, I think, in 



            9    looking at this.  But from what you said, there won't be a 



           10    public road that would provide that access.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  Okay.  Thank you.  



           12    Okay.  This slide here actually shows the pipeline route.  



           13    And it will start at Beluga on the upper west side of Cook 



           14    Inlet and will cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run 



           15    west along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the 



           16    Kuskokwim River Valley and continue west to the mine site 



           17    near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline will cross about 56 



           18    percent State lands, 34 four percent BLM lands, and ten 



           19    percent Native corporation lands.  



           20              And I mentioned already the blue segment kind of 



           21    in the middle there, this is an alternative pipeline 



           22    corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the 



           23    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally 



           24    proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the 



           25    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently 
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            1    notified the Corps that this alternative is under 



            2    consideration and will be examined during geotechnical 



            3    investigations this coming summer.  



            4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  After you build this 



            5    pipeline, you mentioned at the last meeting here in 



            6    McGrath that there is a possibility maybe that we can hire 



            7    a private contractor to build a pipeline into McGrath for 



            8    natural gas.  Is that still a possibility?  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  The --



           10                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  There was a comment 



           11    about having gas coming into McGrath.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yeah.  First of all, 



           13    it's -- you know, it's Donlin Gold's project.  It's not -- 



           14    the Corps of Engineers isn't going to be building this.  



           15    And the project that's presented -- been presented to us 



           16    is just for the pipeline for access to the -- you know, to 



           17    the mine site.  And I guess my understanding is that -- 



           18    and I can't -- I don't remember the exact term, but it's 



           19    an open -- 



           20                    MR. BRUNO:  It's a common carrier.  



           21    Anybody can tap into it that can afford to get into it.  



           22    You have to file some paperwork.  And there are some 



           23    tariffs associated with --



           24                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  But the possibility is 



           25    there?  
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            1                    MR. BRUNO:  Right.  Donlin applied for it 



            2    in a manner that allows other entities to come in and take 



            3    gas off of it. 



            4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I got another question.  



            5    Your future meetings, we got McGrath people here, but I 



            6    was wondering, do you have access to -- do you have a way 



            7    to pay for people to come down from Nikolai or Takotna?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  The Corps of Engineers does 



            9    not.  



           10                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I mean Donlin Gold.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  You would have to talk to 



           12    Donlin Gold about this.  We are doing an EIS, and we 



           13    are -- you know, if you were interested in something like 



           14    that, you would have to talk to Donlin Gold, but the Corps 



           15    of Engineers is not involved in any of that.



           16                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  You are strictly all 



           17    Corps of Engineers?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is somebody 



           19    from Donlin here.  You can talk to them later, if you 



           20    would like.



           21                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  In future meetings we 



           22    will again provide teleconference.  We also had a radio 



           23    show presentation -- I don't know actually -- does Bethel 



           24    radio get this far?  No?  Okay.  So that's something to 



           25    explore.  We did -- we did ask the radio station here if 
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            1    we could have a call-in show or broadcast it, and they 



            2    didn't have the capacity for this meeting, but we will try 



            3    again.  But we will always do telephone conference calling 



            4    so you can call in to listen to this presentation or at 



            5    the 13 other communities.  So -- and there is the website, 



            6    and we sent the newsletters.  If you have other ideas on 



            7    ways -- we can't possibly visit all of the communities in 



            8    the project area, but we are looking for any creative way 



            9    to still provide the information and to let people 



           10    comment.  So if you have ideas, you can talk to me 



           11    afterward or bring them up.  So thank you.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



           13    move on?  



           14              This slide shows the project components at the 



           15    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.  



           16    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover 



           17    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide, 



           18    and 1,850 feet deep by the -- towards the end of the mine 



           19    life.  Number two is the tailings impoundment, which is 



           20    technically referred to as a waste treatment facility, and 



           21    it would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half 



           22    square miles.  Tailings are the fine powder-like material 



           23    that is left after the gold has been removed from the 



           24    mill.  



           25              Number three is the waste rock facility, which 
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            1    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And this waste rock is the 



            2    rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These 



            3    major facilities support the mill, which would process 



            4    59,000 tons of ore per day.  



            5                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Will that waste rock be 



            6    also leached with cyanide, or is that strictly just piled 



            7    rock?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  As I understand it, it's just 



            9    rock that's removed to get to the ore. 



           10                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  So that won't be leached?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Waste rock is just -- yeah, 



           12    it's not the gold-bearing ore.  It's not ore.  It's just 



           13    rock that they have to remove to get to the ore.



           14                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  On the tailings storage 



           15    there, that's water that gets there.  That's a lake or 



           16    something in there?  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's -- it's the -- 



           18    there is water in it.  You know, it's -- it's discharged 



           19    on the slurry, I believe.  



           20                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  What is the assurance 



           21    that that will be maintained long term?  Because as I 



           22    understand it, once you take the arsenic and everything 



           23    out and put it in there, you can't put it back again.  Now 



           24    it's being maintained by the rock and so on.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And that's one of the 
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            1    things that will be looked at and addressed and evaluated 



            2    in the EIS process.  There is a -- you know, a liner, an 



            3    impermeable liner underneath that.  I can't give you all 



            4    the specifics at this time of, you know, all the measures 



            5    that will be taken to make sure, but the mine is designed 



            6    to have no discharge.  You know, there will be no -- none 



            7    of the water that comes in contact with any of the mining 



            8    activities will be discharged off site.  It will all be 



            9    either reused or recycled in the process or stored on 



           10    site.  



           11                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  That lining you are 



           12    going to use, how long do you expect that lining to last?  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  I can't give you an estimate.  



           14    It's supposed to be for perpetuity, but -- 



           15                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  [inaudible] all that 



           16    waste is going to go down the river, right?  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Again, that's why we are here 



           18    and why we are evaluating the application, to make sure 



           19    that it's constructed in a manner so that doesn't happen.  



           20                    MR. BEN MAGNUSON:  Not all mines have the 



           21    same amount of arsenic or contaminants.  It depends on the 



           22    locality of the source, what they have.  Some are just the 



           23    same as if it would be coming down the river.  



           24                    MS. SALLY COLLINS:  I'm curious if this is 



           25    on or near a major fault zone, if -- if that -- I know we 
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            1    have earthquake fault zones in this area.  Is that close 



            2    to or on a fault line?  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  There is two areas that the 



            4    pipeline crosses.  As I said before, in those locations 



            5    the pipeline will be aboveground, and it will be designed 



            6    so that they can move, I guess, similar to the Alaska 



            7    Pipeline -- 



            8                    MS. SALLY COLLINS:  I was thinking of the 



            9    mine site itself, the main mill site.  Is that in a -- 



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of any faults 



           11    that -- I guess we will take your comment and look at that 



           12    in the process, but I am not aware that there is any 



           13    faults at the mine site.  Thank you.  



           14              Okay.  We will move on.  This is an overview of 



           15    the major transportation infrastructure.  There would be 



           16    new or expanded port facilities for transferring fuel and 



           17    cargo to the river barges.  There would be a new barge 



           18    landing near Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo 



           19    after they are barged upriver.  And from Jungjuk they 



           20    would be -- the fuel and cargo would then be trucked to 



           21    the mine site by way of a new 30-mile road, and there 



           22    would also be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site 



           23    and a 40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the 



           24    mine site.  



           25                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  How many barges are 
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            1    they talking about in summer?  Is it going to be 



            2    continuous activity up and down the river?  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  This slide here will go 



            4    through that.  I think that will answer your questions.  



            5    If you have any more afterwards, feel free to ask again.  



            6              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



            7    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



            8    1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26 



            9    acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge 



           10    traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and 



           11    diesel fuel.  The fuel barges will be double-hulled.  The 



           12    navigation season would average 110 days per year, and 



           13    there would be about three barge tow passings per day; 



           14    meaning that if you were standing anywhere on the river, 



           15    you could expect to see three barge tows.  Might be two up 



           16    and one down or one up and two down.  But there would be 



           17    an average of three per day.  And each barge tow would be 



           18    pushing four barges.  



           19              There would be an average of 64 barge tows and 



           20    58 cargo tows per season.  The cargo barges would carry 



           21    550 tons each, and the fuel barges would each have a 



           22    capacity of 173,000 gallons.  And the shipping season, the 



           23    barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would 



           24    be roughly the same both during construction and during 



           25    operation of the mine.
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            1                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Probably my most and 



            2    my main concern is the fish that come up this river and 



            3    how all those barges are going to affect the fish.  A lot 



            4    of us depend on the salmon and other fish that go up and 



            5    down this river.  The sheefish go all the way out to the 



            6    ocean, I'm hearing.  And all the salmon that come up.  So 



            7    my main concern is the fish in the river.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah.  We have 



            9    heard that concern in probably every one of our meetings 



           10    so far.  If you have any -- that definitely will be 



           11    addressed in the EIS.  If you have specific concerns 



           12    regarding specific species or specific runs or specific 



           13    areas, that would all be useful information that we could 



           14    use, or even just your general comments are good, too.  



           15    So --



           16                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Probably all the 



           17    fish.  And if there is any contaminants in the water, how 



           18    is it going to affect the fish, especially with the Red 



           19    Devil Mine and things going into the river on that side?  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we 



           21    are here for is to hear these concerns.  If you think of 



           22    anything more between now and the end of the scoping 



           23    period, I'd ask that you submit them to us.



           24                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I'd like to add to her 



           25    comments along the line Betty had.  One of the concerns 
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            1    with the fisheries advisory group on the river was the 



            2    impact of the wakes from those barges because all the fish 



            3    migrating down the river rest along the shore.  And if you 



            4    have got three a day, are they assessing the impact of the 



            5    wave on that shoreline habitat for the outmigrating fish?  



            6    Because if it's impacting them in any way, they have to 



            7    feed and they have to rest on their way down to the ocean.  



            8    And we have seen what kind of waves the barges could put 



            9    out here.  The river is bigger down there.  But are they 



           10    doing any estimate on what -- what the wave impact will 



           11    be, I guess, on the shorelines?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  That's another 



           13    comment we have heard that already, too, and that will 



           14    definitely be -- we will definitely look at that.  So 



           15    thank you.



           16                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  How many river miles 



           17    are we talking about from the mouth of the Kuskokwim up to 



           18    Crooked?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know the exact number.  



           20    It's in the project description, which is available on the 



           21    website, I believe.  I believe it's close to 200 miles 



           22    from the mouth, you know, and it might be maybe 150 from 



           23    Bethel.  I'm not sure the exact total.  It's in that 



           24    ballpark area, maybe 200 miles from the mouth up to 



           25    Jungjuk, the new port site.  
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            1                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  My question really is it's 



            2    really neat all this mumbo-jumbo.  How many barges are 



            3    they going to be physically or how many tugs are pushing 



            4    something on that river at any given time?  You said three 



            5    a day, four a day.  It depends on what they are hauling.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  The information provided to us 



            7    so far is that it will be an average of three per day 



            8    during the navigation -- the 110 -- 



            9                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Three of them going either 



           10    up or down or a combination?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Or in combination.  It will be 



           12    most likely you would see two up and one down or one up 



           13    and two down.



           14                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  So will these make that 



           15    trip in one day, or is this a two-day trip up and a 



           16    two-day trip down or a three-day up/three-day down?  



           17    Because that makes it nine on the river.  See, we don't 



           18    have an accurate count how many are actually physically on 



           19    the river.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  On the river at any given 



           21    time.  



           22                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Exactly.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard it asked that 



           24    way yet.  



           25                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  That's the real question 
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            1    is:  How many of these are really going to be on the river 



            2    at any given time?  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  All right.  I mean, 



            4    thanks for your comment.



            5                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Isn't that legitimate?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  It's a legitimate comment.  We 



            7    will answer that, yes.  



            8                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  It depends on where you 



            9    see the three.  



           10                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  I guess the question I 



           11    got with the barging is, I take it, then, we have got -- 



           12    half of our season the river is frozen, so will the ore 



           13    just be piled all winter and then barged out in the 



           14    summer?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  I didn't catch 



           16    your whole question.  Could you repeat your question?



           17                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  My concern is that, you 



           18    know, you only got six months out of the year to have an 



           19    open river, so what's going to happen during the winter 



           20    months; are they going to stockpile that stuff that needs 



           21    to be barged out during the winter?  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  None of the ore -- they are 



           23    not going to barge any ore out.  It's going to be all 



           24    processed on site, and it will leave the site as the gold 



           25    bars or -- 
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            1                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  They will fly the bars 



            2    out.



            3                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  If you got a 27-year 



            4    project, they should just put a rail, a train right to 



            5    Bethel, transport the supplies that way, and they don't 



            6    have to disturb anything to do with the river.  Because 



            7    with that long of a project, your initial cost is going to 



            8    be great, but for a 27-year project, it will be a lot -- 



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a question that could 



           10    be addressed in the alternatives portion of the EIS.



           11                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  It would take a lot of 



           12    concern away from concerns about the fish and anything to 



           13    do with the river.  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  So you are proposing a rail 



           15    from Bethel up to the mine site?  



           16                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  I think in the long run 



           17    I think your support will be greater, you know, to 



           18    transfer fuel and stuff by rail and not have that many 



           19    barges on the river during the summer months.  It will 



           20    take all the concern about the fishing industry and 



           21    everything right out of it.  A 27-year project, that's not 



           22    that far of a run from the mine to Bethel.  So I wouldn't 



           23    think you would have to do any major river crossings.  



           24    It's on the same side of the river.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any 
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            1    others before we move on?  



            2              Okay.  Additional infrastructure includes a 



            3    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 



            4    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does 



            5    also include some smaller remote camps for pipeline 



            6    construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and 



            7    will support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working 



            8    shifts, meaning only about half of the total workforce 



            9    would be on the site at any given time.  



           10              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping 



           11    meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So we will 



           12    now turn to several slides of examples of issues and 



           13    concerns.  One major area is water resources.  The project 



           14    is designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted 



           15    water, but there still can be concerns regarding water.  



           16    Some examples are noted on this slide.  



           17              The streams and other surface waters would be 



           18    diverted away from and around the mining activities in 



           19    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.  



           20    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining 



           21    process and could affect base flows of the nearby streams.  



           22    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower 



           23    adjacent groundwater levels and can affect nearby streams.  



           24    Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, could 



           25    generate acid or leach metals.  Waste rock, tailings, and 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        33







            1    all runoff would have to be carefully managed to avoid 



            2    contaminating waters outside of the mine site.  



            3                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  The mine dewatering, 



            4    you know, the question I got for that really, during the 



            5    rainy season if it's going to fill up that pit and 



            6    where -- you got another pit to pump water into or your 



            7    wastewater into?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  I -- you know, I'm sure 



            9    that's -- Donlin has studied that for their water balance, 



           10    and also it will be definitely addressed in the EIS.  You 



           11    know, looking at, I guess, average precipitation and other 



           12    sources of water, that definitely will be considered.  I 



           13    don't have the answer at this point as far as what -- what 



           14    we are presenting is the project as proposed to us.  We 



           15    are taking comments on what concerns or issues, you know, 



           16    you have, things like that.  We will take them -- have 



           17    them on the record, and they will be addressed in the EIS.  



           18              So if you are concerned that there is not 



           19    adequate water storage on site, we will look at that.  



           20    Does that answer your question?



           21                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  My concern is, like I 



           22    said, if we have a really bad rainy season and the water 



           23    pit fills up, do you got another water pit to pump the 



           24    wastewater into?  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware offhand.  As I 
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            1    said, I expect that, you know, they have considered all 



            2    the -- you know, what the rainiest season is and taken 



            3    that all into consideration to make sure that that doesn't 



            4    happen, but that's part -- that will all be the -- the 



            5    project as proposed has been submitted to us, and it will 



            6    be analyzed by URS, the contractor, to do those 



            7    evaluations.  That information will be, you know, 



            8    evaluated and included in the draft EIS.  There will be an 



            9    opportunity for others to take a look at it and review it 



           10    at that time and provide, you know, comments if they feel 



           11    the analysis has been adequate, but I don't have -- I 



           12    don't have the entire design or all the factors available 



           13    to me at this time.  



           14              Okay.  If there is no other questions, we will 



           15    move on to the air quality.  This slide shows some 



           16    examples of air quality issues.  There will be several 



           17    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



           18    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust 



           19    created by moving and processing the overburden, waste 



           20    rock and the ore.  Climate change is a growing concern and 



           21    will need to be considered because there will be large 



           22    amounts of hydrocarbons burned in the mining process.  



           23              Mercury will be looked at in several areas; 



           24    naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be 



           25    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack 
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            1    emissions could occur during the milling process, and any 



            2    mercury co-product would require careful storage and 



            3    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and 



            4    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures 



            5    and good response plans will be crucial to preventing any 



            6    spills.  



            7              Other major issues and concerns include 



            8    wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



            9    subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed 



           10    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres, and of this 



           11    approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and 



           12    related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along 



           13    the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by 



           14    excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other 



           15    disturbances.  And 6,900 acres of these would be wetlands.  



           16    There will also be fish and wildlife habitat losses or 



           17    reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300 



           18    acres, and there will also be direct disturbance of 



           19    individual animals.  



           20              We have already discussed barge traffic and know 



           21    that there will be a substantial increase on the river.  



           22    The subsistence and traditional land uses will be affected 



           23    by loss of lands to development.  



           24              Here is other examples of issues and concerns.  



           25    And these are focused on communities, cultural resources 
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            1    and recreation.  There would be a huge new workforce in 



            2    the area.  There will be 3,000 workers during construction 



            3    and 1,400 for the operations of the mine.  And this would 



            4    bring new employment and income, but it will also have 



            5    many effects on community life and human health.  



            6    Historical and archeological sites and traditional 



            7    cultural properties in the area might be disturbed or 



            8    destroyed.  Recreational and visual resources, including 



            9    the Iditarod trail, might be affected by new structures 



           10    and mining operations.



           11              So to conclude, we know that the proposed 



           12    project and the land resources are important to you, and 



           13    we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to 



           14    get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most 



           15    important thing by being here today and participating in 



           16    the scoping meeting.  To find more information or submit a 



           17    comment form, you can visit the project website, 



           18    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone 



           19    number and e-mail address are on there.  That's my direct 



           20    line.  And my direct e-mail, feel free to contact me.  



           21              For tribal matters, Amanda Shearer is our tribal 



           22    liaison, and you can contact her at the phone number and 



           23    e-mail address on the slide.  We have had two tribal 



           24    teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating agency 



           25    status or government-to-government consultation for those 
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            1    tribes that wish to participate in that.  And we plan to 



            2    have more teleconferences.  And tribal governments also 



            3    have the opportunity to enter into 



            4    government-to-government consultation.  And that is a 



            5    separate process from the cooperating agency status or the 



            6    EIS process, but if there are any tribal representatives 



            7    that would like to discuss government-to-government 



            8    consultation, I welcome them to come see me after the 



            9    meeting tonight.  



           10              So now we would like to hear your questions and 



           11    concerns.  And we do want to document your comments 



           12    carefully, so if you would like to give -- do we have the 



           13    list of people that wanted to give comments?  I guess, 



           14    first of all, if you have any final questions, we will 



           15    take those and then we will have an opportunity for 



           16    anybody to make -- if they have a prepared statement that 



           17    they would like to speak to get it on the record, we will 



           18    do that.  



           19              So these are some ideas of the types of comments 



           20    that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking 



           21    for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the 



           22    EIS.  We want you to identify potential impacts and 



           23    effects on resources.  We like hearing ideas that you have 



           24    on alternatives.  We would like to find out about any 



           25    important information available in your community.  And if 
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            1    you have written comments, we ask that you leave a copy 



            2    with our recorder so that she can have an accurate account 



            3    of them.  



            4              So first of all, if there is any remaining 



            5    questions, and then we will have the opportunity for 



            6    anybody else to give prepared comments.



            7                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I don't have any 



            8    questions.  I just have some comments that -- okay to do 



            9    that now, or -- 



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess, fine, but first 



           11    of all, if there is no remaining questions, yes, then we 



           12    will go and move on to the comments.  So any remaining 



           13    questions before we go on to comments?  



           14                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  You keep saying the 



           15    Donlin.  Who owns Donlin?  Is it a Canadian company or 



           16    American company?  Who is the actual company that's going 



           17    to be doing this?  Where are they from?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Barrick Gold and NovaGold, and 



           19    I believe they are Canadian companies.  



           20                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  Canadian?



           21                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  Lewis brought up a good 



           22    idea about putting a railbelt between Bethel and Donlin 



           23    Creek.  Another idea is to have a road alongside there, 



           24    too.  Instead of doing the summer job, they can -- they 



           25    can run the road all winter long, you know, between Donlin 
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            1    and Bethel.  And, again, it wouldn't hurt the fish or the 



            2    river, wouldn't contaminate the river or nothing.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.



            4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  They have a road all 



            5    the way to Prudhoe Bay, and that works just fine.  They 



            6    can have that between Bethel and Crooked Creek.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thanks for your 



            8    comments.  I guess we can move on into comments now.  



            9    Ma'am, would you like to -- 



           10                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I'll probably forget half 



           11    of what I was going to say.



           12                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  You can follow up.  



           13    I'll leave you folks -- if you want to write in a comment, 



           14    of course, we will give you an e-mail address.  So don't 



           15    feel like this is your only shot.  It's definitely not.  



           16    It's just nice because there are several different 



           17    agencies, so there might be a few ways to respond.  So 



           18    don't feel any pressure.



           19                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I know that Donlin has 



           20    been here in the community and has met and described the 



           21    project, but I really think -- and this is not a comment 



           22    to you.  This is a comment to the Donlin people that might 



           23    be here today, that I think we need to get them back here 



           24    to the community so that some of these questions that are 



           25    being asked of you all could better be answered by Donlin, 
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            1    you know, like did they investigate the rail, you know, 



            2    and did they -- you know, when they looked at the erosion 



            3    on the river and all that.  It might be good to get them 



            4    to come back.  



            5              And then I went down to Elko, Nevada and toured 



            6    Nova and Barrick's two mining operations down there, I 



            7    think it was a year ago, and they are very similar to this 



            8    operation, which will leave a big open pit.  And I went 



            9    through every single part of the mine that -- you know, 



           10    where the rock went, how they took care of all the safety 



           11    concerns, the hazardous materials, the lining that went 



           12    under the -- what do you call it?



           13                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Waste rock.



           14                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  No.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  The tailings.



           16                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  The tailings, all of 



           17    that.  And I have to say that I walked away from that tour 



           18    feeling very comfortable with all of the thought and the 



           19    work that goes into making this happen, protecting the 



           20    resource and, you know, making sure it's done properly.  



           21    It was very, very impressive.  



           22              What I also wanted to comment about is how happy 



           23    Elko, Nevada people are because it brought a lot of jobs 



           24    into that area where it was a community that is dying off, 



           25    much like many of the rural communities in Alaska.  And 
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            1    employing 3,000 people to build that mine that's going to 



            2    take four or five years to build it, once we get through 



            3    the three-year EIS, and then 600 people after that, 600 to 



            4    1,200 people after that I think is really going to help 



            5    save some of the dying communities and help bring some of 



            6    our young people home who have gone away to make money and 



            7    seek employment elsewhere.  And it would be nice to have 



            8    that employment and have people from here employed that 



            9    could just go an hour and 20-minute flight down and go to 



           10    work for a week or two at a time and then come home and 



           11    live the lifestyle that they like to live out here.  



           12              And then there was one more comment.  Oh.  I 



           13    know that this is -- we haven't thought yet about tying 



           14    into the gas line, but it's something that we as a region, 



           15    I know we have to look at and start figuring out how we 



           16    are going to make that happen.  And so my question is:  If 



           17    we pursue that part of it and we go for -- it's called a 



           18    spur line?  Spur line.  That's going to involve another 



           19    EIS portion, right, to build a spur line in from -- say 



           20    where it comes out of the range over here to the McGrath 



           21    area?



           22                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  She's talking about 



           23    natural gas.  



           24                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Natural gas.



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess it would have to be 
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            1    looked at -- when the details of the project came in, it 



            2    would have to be determined at that time what type of a -- 



            3    if it involved filling in wetlands, which it likely would, 



            4    it would require a permit from us as, you know, the Donlin 



            5    Project does.  We would look at it at that time to 



            6    determine if it had a -- you know, would have significant 



            7    impacts on the quality of the human environment.  That's 



            8    the way NEPA, the National Environmental Policy Act, 



            9    states it.  If it does, then -- and if it's a federal 



           10    project -- requiring federal permits, it's a federal 



           11    project.  So at that time we would make a determination 



           12    whether it required an EIS or if it could just be 



           13    evaluated under a more standard permitting process.



           14                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Thank you.



           15                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  On the spur line, is 



           16    there anybody in Donlin -- from Donlin here to answer one 



           17    question?  Is there a proposed spur line between -- 



           18    besides McGrath?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't have any information 



           20    on that.  I don't know.



           21                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  There isn't.



           22                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I hadn't heard about 



           23    it, but there might be to Bethel and Aniak in the future, 



           24    but --



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  Did we have anybody that asked 
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            1    to --



            2                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  We didn't ask that.  



            3    It's just a small group.  Anybody is welcome to comment.  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  Is there anybody else that 



            5    would like to make comments for the record?



            6                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  Are you looking at any 



            7    other development in the area while you are doing this?  



            8    Because I know there is a lot of work being done down here 



            9    on Vinasale where there is a big gold deposit, too.  And 



           10    if that went forward, they would need power, too.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  The EIS process looks at 



           12    cumulative impacts, including the reasonably foreseeable 



           13    effects, too, so if you are -- if you have specific --



           14                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I know Doyon is involved 



           15    in that.  I don't know where that is, but they need a lot 



           16    of power to process their --  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  If you have other things like 



           18    that that you know, you see as could contribute to 



           19    cumulative effects, I ask that you submit comments 



           20    regarding that.  Anybody else?  Comments?



           21                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Don, if you want to 



           22    invite -- the whole team, we pointed out some of the 



           23    agency members and, of course, the Corps.  We are at the 



           24    B&B until Saturday's flight, 5:00.  So if you represent an 



           25    organization, if you are with the city or the tribe, there 
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            1    is time to have individual conversations with Don.  And it 



            2    doesn't -- so if you want it one-on-one or if you want to 



            3    bring a few more people, you know, we are here and we 



            4    would love to keep talking and asking about your concerns 



            5    about the project.  So please feel free to find us.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  I also mention I saw that 



            7    Kevin Keeler came in.  He's with BLM working with the -- 



            8    he's very familiar with the Iditarod trail.  Somebody had 



            9    a question about the trail.  He would be a good person to 



           10    talk to about that.  So we will hang around for a while 



           11    after the meeting if anybody wants to have questions.  As 



           12    I said, we have got the posters that give a lot of 



           13    details.  



           14              So I guess I'll wrap it up.  And again, I'd 



           15    invite you to visit our website and submit any comments 



           16    you have.  Note that close of the scoping period is March 



           17    29th.  Any comments we receive by then will be addressed 



           18    in the draft EIS.  



           19              So thank you for coming.  We will be here for a 



           20    little while yet.  



           21               (Proceedings adjourned at 6:00 p.m.)



           22               



           23               



           24               



           25               











                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        45







            1                      REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE



            2              I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for 



            3    the State of Alaska do hereby certify:



            4              That the foregoing proceedings were taken before 



            5    me at the time and place herein set forth; that the 



            6    proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later 



            7    transcribed under my direction by computer transcription; 



            8    that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings 



            9    taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have 



           10    I any interest in the outcome of the action herein 



           11    contained.



           12              IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed 



           13    my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of 



           14    ______________ 2013.



           15    



           16                              _________________________

                                           MARY A. VAVRIK,

           17                              Registered Merit Reporter

                                           Notary Public for Alaska

           18    

                 

           19              My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2016

                 

           20    



           21    



           22    



           23    



           24    



           25    







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      






00001

  1

  2

  3

  4

  5                       DONLIN GOLD PROJECT

                     ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

  6                         SCOPING MEETING

  7                         MCGRATH, ALASKA

  8                     Taken February 15, 2013

                        Commencing at 4:30 p.m.

  9

                   Volume I - Pages 1 - 45, inclusive

 10

 11

                                Taken at

 12              McGrath Native Village Council Office

                            McGrath, Alaska

 13

 14

 15

 16

 17

 18

 19

 20

 21

 22

       Reported by:

 23    Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

 24

 25

00002

  1                      A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E-S

  2    For U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

  3         Don Kuhle

            Project Manager

  4

       For URS:

  5

            Kim Varner Wetzel

  6         Public Involvement Lead

  7         Moxie Alexie

            Rural Outreach Coordinator

  8

       For Bureau of Land Management:

  9

            Kevin Keeler

 10         Iditarod National Historic Trail Administrator

 11    For Alaska Department of Health and Social Services:

 12         Sarah Yoder

            CSTE Fellow

 13

       For Alaska Department of Natural Resources:

 14

            Jeff Bruno

 15         State of Alaska Project Coordinator

 16    For U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:

 17         Cindi Godsey

            NPDES Permit Writer

 18

       Taken by:

 19

            Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

 20

 21    BE IT KNOWN that the aforementioned proceedings were taken

 22    at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before

 23    Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary

 24    Public within and for the State of Alaska.

 25

00003

  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I think we are going to

  3    go ahead and get started.  I'd like to welcome you to the

  4    scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental

  5    impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don

  6    Kuhle.  I'm with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the

  7    project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two

  8    people from URS Corporation, which is the contractor

  9    assisting the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They are Kim

 10    Varner Wetzel and Moxie Alexie.

 11              We also will be recording all of your comments.

 12    We have a court reporter here, Mary Vavrik.  And so we ask

 13    that if you ask any questions -- you are welcome to ask

 14    questions as we go along.  If you do, please speak up and

 15    state your name beforehand so we have it for the record.

 16              This is the agenda for today, just to provide

 17    you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We

 18    will talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then

 19    the EIS project milestones.  Next we want to provide a

 20    basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed

 21    it.  And then we will summarize with a few issues as a way

 22    of inviting your comments.  And we encourage you to get

 23    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  So as I

 24    said, please feel free to ask questions as we go.

 25              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
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  1    mine project that will require federal and State permits.

  2    And in order to comply with the National Environmental

  3    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the

  4    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a

  5    proponent or an opponent of the project.  It is Donlin

  6    Gold's project.  The EIS will be used in making permit

  7    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.

  8              Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS

  9    process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public

 10    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources

 11    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the

 12    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes

 13    through government-to-government consultation.

 14              This map gives an orientation of the project

 15    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site, the

 16    mine site north of Crooked Creek and down to the lower

 17    Kuskokwim River and the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a

 18    remote region with little development to date and no

 19    existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing

 20    transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is

 21    concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.

 22              The proposed mine would require all new

 23    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and this

 24    would all be subject to permitting before the project can

 25    proceed.
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  1              This map gives an idea of the logistics and the

  2    supply links to the proposed mine.  Transportation

  3    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west

  4    coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch

  5    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to

  6    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel

  7    for transfer to the river barges.  And then the fuel and

  8    supplies will be barged upriver and off-loaded at a new

  9    barge landing in Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet

 10    will bring in natural gas.

 11              So we will now turn to the EIS process and start

 12    with why an EIS is prepared in the first place.  The

 13    National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, requires an

 14    EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting

 15    the quality of the human environment.  And in this case

 16    Donlin Gold has submitted application for permits under

 17    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the

 18    Rivers and Harbors Act, and issuance of these permits

 19    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to

 20    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed

 21    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

 22    regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other

 23    agencies to make their permit decisions.

 24              And in addition to complying with NEPA, the

 25    Corps is also required to complete a public interest
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  1    review and analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean

  2    Water Act, which requires that we select the least

  3    environmentally damaging practicable alternative.  And we

  4    will incorporate the information for these into the EIS.

  5                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  I'll just pause for a

  6    second.  I heard someone join us on the line.  Did someone

  7    join our call?

  8                    MS. GODSEY:  This is Cindi Godsey with

  9    EPA.

 10                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Oh, great.  Thanks,

 11    Cindy.  Don just got us started.  We are on the slide

 12    about why we're here, the Corps is here preparing an EIS.

 13    And if there is a pause in the presentation and you want

 14    to say anything, you are welcome to join in.  Folks in the

 15    audience, someone from the EPA is here if you want to ask

 16    questions when we pause again.  Thanks.

 17                    MS. GODSEY:  Thank you.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  This slide shows that many

 19    agencies, tribes and the regional organization will work

 20    together on the EIS.  Cooperative agencies are selected

 21    based on their permitting responsibilities or special

 22    expertise.  As I said previously, the EIS will be used by

 23    the agencies to aid in their permit decisions.  It will

 24    not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities

 25    and processes.
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  1              We have several -- we have some of our

  2    cooperating agency representatives with us, and I'll

  3    invite them to introduce themselves and say a few words

  4    about the roles of their agencies in the EIS process.  We

  5    have Jeff Bruno and Sarah Yoder with the State.  I'll

  6    start with them.

  7                    MR. BRUNO:  My name is Jeff Bruno with the

  8    Department of Natural Resources.  I kind of serve as a

  9    single point contact for the State as far as this project

 10    is concerned to help the hunting and pecking, but the

 11    State as a cooperating agency has agreed to dedicate staff

 12    and resources and expertise to the Corps to help them

 13    complete a thorough EIS.  So our role in this is going to

 14    be assisting with the EIS, but then obviously we have a

 15    large permit list also that will happen outside of this

 16    process.

 17              Additionally, we also have Sarah Yoder here, and

 18    I'm going to let her describe kind of what her role is.

 19    It's a little unique, as opposed to a cooperating agency.

 20    She's with Health and Social Services.

 21                    MS. YODER:  Hi, like Jeff said, I'm Sarah,

 22    and I work with the Department of Health and Social

 23    Services.  I'm in the Health Impact Assessment Program.

 24    And the Health Impact Assessment Program is looking at the

 25    potential positive and negative effects of the project and
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  1    writing a report on that which will be an appendix into

  2    the EIS and integrated into an appropriate section.  So

  3    that's why I'm here.  If you have any questions related to

  4    health on this project, feel free to ask me.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  And I guess EPA called in.

  6    And Cindy, did you want to make any comments?

  7                    MS. GODSEY:  Sure.  EPA is a cooperating

  8    agency.  Although we don't have any federal permit actions

  9    to issue for this project, however, we are cooperating to

 10    assist the Corps in developing the EIS that addresses the

 11    regulatory requirements and standards for clean air and

 12    water, oil and chemical spill planning and response, and

 13    the National Environmental Policy Act.  And we have

 14    oversight responsibilities for State issues, air and

 15    wastewater permits.  We also have a regional mining team

 16    that has special expertise in the areas such as air

 17    modeling, water quality, wetlands, geochemistry,

 18    traditional knowledge, environmental justice and tribal

 19    consultation.

 20              Also separate from our responsibilities as a

 21    cooperating agency, we have an independent authority under

 22    the Clean Air Act to review and comment on other federal

 23    agencies' EISs, and our written comments will advise the

 24    Corps on how to make improvements to the EIS.

 25              Thanks, Don.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindy.  Okay.

  2    The Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits

  3    and consultations.  And this slide provides several

  4    examples.  And I'll highlight two of these and invite you

  5    to read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would

  6    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United

  7    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit

  8    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill.  And since

  9    a portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands,

 10    BLM will need to evaluate a right-of-way application.  And

 11    you can find a more comprehensive list of all the required

 12    permits in the Donlin Gold permit application, which is

 13    available on the project website.

 14              This slide shows that there are also many

 15    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,

 16    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on

 17    State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would

 18    evaluate a right-of-way application.  And the Department

 19    of Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities

 20    for water and air quality permits, and the Department of

 21    Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect

 22    fish habitat.  The Corps will consult with the State

 23    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and

 24    historic resources.  And again, there is a much more

 25    comprehensive list that can be found on the project
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  1    website.  So this overview of permits shows why the

  2    various federal and State agencies are here and involved

  3    in the EIS.

  4              So we will turn now to the milestones in an EIS.

  5    Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an

  6    EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows the six major

  7    steps that will be taken from now through November 2015.

  8              A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal

  9    Register on December 14th, and that initiated the EIS

 10    process.  And scoping began on that date and will continue

 11    through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public

 12    meetings and other methods to provide information and to

 13    gather comments.  And that's part of the process.  That's

 14    why we are here today is to try to gather your comments

 15    and provide you with information.  After scoping, the

 16    contractor, URS, will work with the Corps and cooperating

 17    agencies, using the information from the scoping process,

 18    along with information provided by Donlin, plus additional

 19    studies that URS deems necessary to produce a draft EIS,

 20    which is expected to be completed by August 2014.

 21              I should mention that all the dates from here on

 22    are estimates.  The dates could shift.  They are not set

 23    in stone, but that's our best estimate at this time.

 24              And then once the draft EIS is completed, there

 25    will be an opportunity for public comment.  We will have
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  1    additional public meetings similar to these, and there

  2    will be information on the website and opportunities to

  3    comment on the draft EIS.  And all the information gained

  4    in that process will be used to prepare a final EIS, which

  5    is expected to be completed in October 2015.

  6              And then the various agencies will use the final

  7    EIS to prepare their Records of Decision.  Each agency

  8    will prepare their own individual Record of Decision.  And

  9    those are estimated to be completed in November of 2015.

 10              And one thing to note about this slide is the

 11    gold-colored circles that refer to the public involvement

 12    opportunities.  The first is the scoping process.  And

 13    again, that's part of the reason we're here now.  So any

 14    of your comments that you provide during the scoping

 15    period that are submitted by March 29th will be addressed

 16    in the draft EIS.

 17              The second major opportunity for your

 18    involvement is during the review of the draft EIS.  So

 19    again, we encourage you to get your -- participate in

 20    those meetings and get your comments in to us.

 21              As I said, the purpose of the scoping period is

 22    to provide information and to listen to residents in the

 23    affected region.  And we have broken this into four areas.

 24    The first is to provide information about the EIS

 25    milestones.  And we just discussed that in the previous
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  1    slide.  The second is to share information about the

  2    proposed project.  And we will be doing that shortly in

  3    our program, but the information is also available on the

  4    website and through newsletters that are being mailed out

  5    to all the households in the affected region.

  6              The last two are to identify issues and concerns

  7    to examine in the EIS and section 106 process and to

  8    identify useful information from communities.  And we are

  9    counting on you to help us with these two.  And we would

 10    like to know what you would like to see addressed in the

 11    EIS and do you have any information that we can use to

 12    make informed decisions in the EIS process.

 13              This is the schedule for the scoping meetings,

 14    the schedule as originally proposed.  It's been changed

 15    somewhat because we had some -- because of weather we were

 16    unable to get to Quinhagak and Kipnuk, and we had to

 17    reschedule those.  But originally we were planning to

 18    start in the villages nearest the project, and then in the

 19    second week to focus on the lower Kuskokwim River, and

 20    then in February we would travel to the Bering Sea coast

 21    and the lower Yukon, and in March the final round would

 22    include the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.  As I

 23    said, because of some of the scheduling changes because of

 24    problems with weather, the schedule is now that after --

 25    since we are here for McGrath today, February 24th through
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  1    the 27th we will be going to Quinhagak, Hooper Bay and

  2    Toksook Bay.  And March 10th through the 14th we will be

  3    going back to Kipnuk, to St. Marys and to Emmonak, and

  4    then on March 18th we will finish up in Holy Cross.

  5              This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme

  6    represents the many subregions of the project area and

  7    helps you know how the scoping plan was developed.  For

  8    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

  9    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this

 10    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was

 11    the closest community to the mine site and also in Aniak,

 12    which is a subregional hub.  And for the other subregions,

 13    the meetings have been and will be similarly held in the

 14    subregional hubs.

 15              Now we will move on to a summary of the mining

 16    project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a

 17    50/50 partnership between two large international mining

 18    companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold

 19    deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native

 20    corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface

 21    owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.

 22    It's a very large project, as you can see.  It's expected

 23    to produce on average of 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year

 24    for a mining life of 27 and a half years, and produce

 25    59 -- will process 59,000 tons of ore each day for that 27
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  1    and a half years.

  2              Now, we noted that the Donlin Gold Project will

  3    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

  4    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK

  5    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that

  6    might be affected by the project.  For many communities

  7    the project might affect lands and resources that are used

  8    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This

  9    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements

 10    with many permits and many agencies involved.

 11              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows

 12    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has

 13    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies

 14    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit

 15    applications.  We are now starting the three-year

 16    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the

 17    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,

 18    the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their

 19    permits.  If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold will

 20    proceed with three to four years of construction and then

 21    an estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

 22              And then at the conclusion of the active life of

 23    the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and

 24    reclamation.  And this would include decommissioning the

 25    mill facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
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  1    treatment or tailings storage facility and the waste rock

  2    storage facilities.  The land will be recontoured, and

  3    native vegetation will be planted.

  4              Okay.  We will now turn to the major components

  5    of the project, starting with the pipeline and power

  6    plant.  The pipeline will be buried.  It will not be up on

  7    supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  So it

  8    would be cold.  It would not generate heat.  Where it

  9    crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be installed

 10    below the riverbed using horizontal directional drilling,

 11    or HDD, as shown in the center photo.  For example, this

 12    technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

 13    three forks of the George River.

 14              The image of the block valve on the right side

 15    of the slide at the top shows that the pipeline

 16    right-of-way would not be fenced off.  So it would not

 17    block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way

 18    will be brushed every ten years to provide continued

 19    access for monitoring and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The

 20    construction process will not create a road along the

 21    right-of-way and the design would allow access, but after

 22    construction no improved access for vehicles and no

 23    bridges at water crossings.

 24                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  So what did you say?  It

 25    will -- so there will be, like, pipe on the ground and it
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  1    won't be protected?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  It will be a buried pipeline.

  3                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  All the way?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  There is two locations where

  5    it crosses faults.  And, you know, for protection from

  6    seismic activities it will be elevated by -- I think they

  7    are just very short distances, less than a quarter mile.

  8                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Did you say it will come

  9    three-fourths of the way down the George River?

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  It would be buried -- it would

 11    be drilled -- it would be horizontal directional drilling,

 12    so there will be nothing above the water or aboveground.

 13    It will be drilled under three forks of the George River,

 14    so --

 15                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Three forks.

 16                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  The road access to the

 17    pipeline, is that going to be open to the public?  And

 18    what kind of vehicle traffic will there be on it?  You are

 19    saying it's not going to be a road that you can drive cars

 20    or trucks or anything on?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  It will just be -- there will

 22    be no -- no road or any -- no -- no deliberate access.  It

 23    will be brushed to allow access for maintenance.  Every

 24    ten years they will go through and cut the brush to allow

 25    access, but there will be no permanent road.
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  1                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Is most of this being

  2    placed along the Iditarod right-of-way?

  3                    Mr. KUHLE:  No.  I mean, there are places

  4    where it -- you know, as I understand it, it will be close

  5    to the Iditarod trail, but that will all be evaluated.  In

  6    fact, one of the -- I'll get to the pipeline route here in

  7    a bit, and it does show there is one alternative that's

  8    being proposed that would actually, you know, keep it

  9    further away from the Iditarod trail.  But there will be

 10    places where it will be close to the Iditarod trail, yes.

 11    It's not going to specifically follow the Iditarod trail

 12    route.  But that will all be addressed in -- you know, if

 13    you have concerns regarding that, you know, please submit

 14    them and they will be addressed in the EIS anyhow.  But if

 15    you have specific concerns, we ask that you submit your

 16    comments.

 17                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Maybe I can jump in

 18    and maybe you can add more to your question.  The reason

 19    why Mary is recording your comments is because during this

 20    scoping process you are sharing your knowledge, your

 21    concerns, your questions.  And those are actually items

 22    that URS, the consultant, the third-party consultant,

 23    actually goes and researches over the course of a year,

 24    year and a half in order to understand what those impacts

 25    might be, how it might affect the decision on the
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  1    alternatives for the design or the mitigation of the

  2    project.  And so it's great to ask questions about, you

  3    know, what is this project and what's it designed; but

  4    then also saying, well, I'm concerned about how close will

  5    it get to the Iditarod trail or how close -- what is the

  6    technology getting onto rivers.

  7              So when you ask questions about the project,

  8    feel free to also, you know, sort of ask, what are you

  9    researching about that that will protect some resource I

 10    care about.  So sorry to jump in there.

 11                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I have another comment

 12    I'd like to get on the record.  And that is that the

 13    Kuskokwim River is probably the last major river in North

 14    America that's roadless.  It's not accessed by road

 15    anywhere.  So you have got an intact corridor for movement

 16    of wildlife and so on.  That's why I was concerned about

 17    the road.  If a road was to provide access to it, that

 18    would interfere with subsistence hunting and could change

 19    the whole nature of the river.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  That's a good point to

 21    make.

 22                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I think they need to

 23    think about that because there is no other river like it

 24    in the United States that isn't -- the Yukon has several

 25    access points and all the others across Canada have
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  1    access, but this is a complete intact corridor now where,

  2    you know, caribou or whatever are free to move back and

  3    forth.  You don't have any interruption in that migration.

  4    So --

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  That's the type of

  6    information we are looking for.  Thanks.

  7                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  And I think there is

  8    some value in that, so it should be addressed, I think, in

  9    looking at this.  But from what you said, there won't be a

 10    public road that would provide that access.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  Okay.  Thank you.

 12    Okay.  This slide here actually shows the pipeline route.

 13    And it will start at Beluga on the upper west side of Cook

 14    Inlet and will cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run

 15    west along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the

 16    Kuskokwim River Valley and continue west to the mine site

 17    near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline will cross about 56

 18    percent State lands, 34 four percent BLM lands, and ten

 19    percent Native corporation lands.

 20              And I mentioned already the blue segment kind of

 21    in the middle there, this is an alternative pipeline

 22    corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the

 23    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally

 24    proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the

 25    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
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  1    notified the Corps that this alternative is under

  2    consideration and will be examined during geotechnical

  3    investigations this coming summer.

  4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  After you build this

  5    pipeline, you mentioned at the last meeting here in

  6    McGrath that there is a possibility maybe that we can hire

  7    a private contractor to build a pipeline into McGrath for

  8    natural gas.  Is that still a possibility?

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  The --

 10                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  There was a comment

 11    about having gas coming into McGrath.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yeah.  First of all,

 13    it's -- you know, it's Donlin Gold's project.  It's not --

 14    the Corps of Engineers isn't going to be building this.

 15    And the project that's presented -- been presented to us

 16    is just for the pipeline for access to the -- you know, to

 17    the mine site.  And I guess my understanding is that --

 18    and I can't -- I don't remember the exact term, but it's

 19    an open --

 20                    MR. BRUNO:  It's a common carrier.

 21    Anybody can tap into it that can afford to get into it.

 22    You have to file some paperwork.  And there are some

 23    tariffs associated with --

 24                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  But the possibility is

 25    there?
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  1                    MR. BRUNO:  Right.  Donlin applied for it

  2    in a manner that allows other entities to come in and take

  3    gas off of it.

  4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I got another question.

  5    Your future meetings, we got McGrath people here, but I

  6    was wondering, do you have access to -- do you have a way

  7    to pay for people to come down from Nikolai or Takotna?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  The Corps of Engineers does

  9    not.

 10                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I mean Donlin Gold.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  You would have to talk to

 12    Donlin Gold about this.  We are doing an EIS, and we

 13    are -- you know, if you were interested in something like

 14    that, you would have to talk to Donlin Gold, but the Corps

 15    of Engineers is not involved in any of that.

 16                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  You are strictly all

 17    Corps of Engineers?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is somebody

 19    from Donlin here.  You can talk to them later, if you

 20    would like.

 21                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  In future meetings we

 22    will again provide teleconference.  We also had a radio

 23    show presentation -- I don't know actually -- does Bethel

 24    radio get this far?  No?  Okay.  So that's something to

 25    explore.  We did -- we did ask the radio station here if
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  1    we could have a call-in show or broadcast it, and they

  2    didn't have the capacity for this meeting, but we will try

  3    again.  But we will always do telephone conference calling

  4    so you can call in to listen to this presentation or at

  5    the 13 other communities.  So -- and there is the website,

  6    and we sent the newsletters.  If you have other ideas on

  7    ways -- we can't possibly visit all of the communities in

  8    the project area, but we are looking for any creative way

  9    to still provide the information and to let people

 10    comment.  So if you have ideas, you can talk to me

 11    afterward or bring them up.  So thank you.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

 13    move on?

 14              This slide shows the project components at the

 15    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.

 16    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover

 17    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,

 18    and 1,850 feet deep by the -- towards the end of the mine

 19    life.  Number two is the tailings impoundment, which is

 20    technically referred to as a waste treatment facility, and

 21    it would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half

 22    square miles.  Tailings are the fine powder-like material

 23    that is left after the gold has been removed from the

 24    mill.

 25              Number three is the waste rock facility, which
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  1    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And this waste rock is the

  2    rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These

  3    major facilities support the mill, which would process

  4    59,000 tons of ore per day.

  5                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Will that waste rock be

  6    also leached with cyanide, or is that strictly just piled

  7    rock?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  As I understand it, it's just

  9    rock that's removed to get to the ore.

 10                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  So that won't be leached?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Waste rock is just -- yeah,

 12    it's not the gold-bearing ore.  It's not ore.  It's just

 13    rock that they have to remove to get to the ore.

 14                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  On the tailings storage

 15    there, that's water that gets there.  That's a lake or

 16    something in there?

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's -- it's the --

 18    there is water in it.  You know, it's -- it's discharged

 19    on the slurry, I believe.

 20                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  What is the assurance

 21    that that will be maintained long term?  Because as I

 22    understand it, once you take the arsenic and everything

 23    out and put it in there, you can't put it back again.  Now

 24    it's being maintained by the rock and so on.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And that's one of the
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  1    things that will be looked at and addressed and evaluated

  2    in the EIS process.  There is a -- you know, a liner, an

  3    impermeable liner underneath that.  I can't give you all

  4    the specifics at this time of, you know, all the measures

  5    that will be taken to make sure, but the mine is designed

  6    to have no discharge.  You know, there will be no -- none

  7    of the water that comes in contact with any of the mining

  8    activities will be discharged off site.  It will all be

  9    either reused or recycled in the process or stored on

 10    site.

 11                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  That lining you are

 12    going to use, how long do you expect that lining to last?

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  I can't give you an estimate.

 14    It's supposed to be for perpetuity, but --

 15                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  [inaudible] all that

 16    waste is going to go down the river, right?

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Again, that's why we are here

 18    and why we are evaluating the application, to make sure

 19    that it's constructed in a manner so that doesn't happen.

 20                    MR. BEN MAGNUSON:  Not all mines have the

 21    same amount of arsenic or contaminants.  It depends on the

 22    locality of the source, what they have.  Some are just the

 23    same as if it would be coming down the river.

 24                    MS. SALLY COLLINS:  I'm curious if this is

 25    on or near a major fault zone, if -- if that -- I know we
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  1    have earthquake fault zones in this area.  Is that close

  2    to or on a fault line?

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  There is two areas that the

  4    pipeline crosses.  As I said before, in those locations

  5    the pipeline will be aboveground, and it will be designed

  6    so that they can move, I guess, similar to the Alaska

  7    Pipeline --

  8                    MS. SALLY COLLINS:  I was thinking of the

  9    mine site itself, the main mill site.  Is that in a --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of any faults

 11    that -- I guess we will take your comment and look at that

 12    in the process, but I am not aware that there is any

 13    faults at the mine site.  Thank you.

 14              Okay.  We will move on.  This is an overview of

 15    the major transportation infrastructure.  There would be

 16    new or expanded port facilities for transferring fuel and

 17    cargo to the river barges.  There would be a new barge

 18    landing near Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo

 19    after they are barged upriver.  And from Jungjuk they

 20    would be -- the fuel and cargo would then be trucked to

 21    the mine site by way of a new 30-mile road, and there

 22    would also be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site

 23    and a 40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the

 24    mine site.

 25                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  How many barges are
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  1    they talking about in summer?  Is it going to be

  2    continuous activity up and down the river?

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  This slide here will go

  4    through that.  I think that will answer your questions.

  5    If you have any more afterwards, feel free to ask again.

  6              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

  7    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

  8    1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26

  9    acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge

 10    traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and

 11    diesel fuel.  The fuel barges will be double-hulled.  The

 12    navigation season would average 110 days per year, and

 13    there would be about three barge tow passings per day;

 14    meaning that if you were standing anywhere on the river,

 15    you could expect to see three barge tows.  Might be two up

 16    and one down or one up and two down.  But there would be

 17    an average of three per day.  And each barge tow would be

 18    pushing four barges.

 19              There would be an average of 64 barge tows and

 20    58 cargo tows per season.  The cargo barges would carry

 21    550 tons each, and the fuel barges would each have a

 22    capacity of 173,000 gallons.  And the shipping season, the

 23    barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would

 24    be roughly the same both during construction and during

 25    operation of the mine.
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  1                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Probably my most and

  2    my main concern is the fish that come up this river and

  3    how all those barges are going to affect the fish.  A lot

  4    of us depend on the salmon and other fish that go up and

  5    down this river.  The sheefish go all the way out to the

  6    ocean, I'm hearing.  And all the salmon that come up.  So

  7    my main concern is the fish in the river.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah.  We have

  9    heard that concern in probably every one of our meetings

 10    so far.  If you have any -- that definitely will be

 11    addressed in the EIS.  If you have specific concerns

 12    regarding specific species or specific runs or specific

 13    areas, that would all be useful information that we could

 14    use, or even just your general comments are good, too.

 15    So --

 16                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  Probably all the

 17    fish.  And if there is any contaminants in the water, how

 18    is it going to affect the fish, especially with the Red

 19    Devil Mine and things going into the river on that side?

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we

 21    are here for is to hear these concerns.  If you think of

 22    anything more between now and the end of the scoping

 23    period, I'd ask that you submit them to us.

 24                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I'd like to add to her

 25    comments along the line Betty had.  One of the concerns
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  1    with the fisheries advisory group on the river was the

  2    impact of the wakes from those barges because all the fish

  3    migrating down the river rest along the shore.  And if you

  4    have got three a day, are they assessing the impact of the

  5    wave on that shoreline habitat for the outmigrating fish?

  6    Because if it's impacting them in any way, they have to

  7    feed and they have to rest on their way down to the ocean.

  8    And we have seen what kind of waves the barges could put

  9    out here.  The river is bigger down there.  But are they

 10    doing any estimate on what -- what the wave impact will

 11    be, I guess, on the shorelines?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  That's another

 13    comment we have heard that already, too, and that will

 14    definitely be -- we will definitely look at that.  So

 15    thank you.

 16                    MS. BETTY MAGNUSON:  How many river miles

 17    are we talking about from the mouth of the Kuskokwim up to

 18    Crooked?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know the exact number.

 20    It's in the project description, which is available on the

 21    website, I believe.  I believe it's close to 200 miles

 22    from the mouth, you know, and it might be maybe 150 from

 23    Bethel.  I'm not sure the exact total.  It's in that

 24    ballpark area, maybe 200 miles from the mouth up to

 25    Jungjuk, the new port site.
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  1                   MR. JOHN GRAY:  My question really is it's

  2    really neat all this mumbo-jumbo.  How many barges are

  3    they going to be physically or how many tugs are pushing

  4    something on that river at any given time?  You said three

  5    a day, four a day.  It depends on what they are hauling.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  The information provided to us

  7    so far is that it will be an average of three per day

  8    during the navigation -- the 110 --

  9                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Three of them going either

 10    up or down or a combination?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Or in combination.  It will be

 12    most likely you would see two up and one down or one up

 13    and two down.

 14                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  So will these make that

 15    trip in one day, or is this a two-day trip up and a

 16    two-day trip down or a three-day up/three-day down?

 17    Because that makes it nine on the river.  See, we don't

 18    have an accurate count how many are actually physically on

 19    the river.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  On the river at any given

 21    time.

 22                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Exactly.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard it asked that

 24    way yet.

 25                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  That's the real question
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  1    is:  How many of these are really going to be on the river

  2    at any given time?

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  All right.  I mean,

  4    thanks for your comment.

  5                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Isn't that legitimate?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  It's a legitimate comment.  We

  7    will answer that, yes.

  8                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  It depends on where you

  9    see the three.

 10                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  I guess the question I

 11    got with the barging is, I take it, then, we have got --

 12    half of our season the river is frozen, so will the ore

 13    just be piled all winter and then barged out in the

 14    summer?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  I didn't catch

 16    your whole question.  Could you repeat your question?

 17                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  My concern is that, you

 18    know, you only got six months out of the year to have an

 19    open river, so what's going to happen during the winter

 20    months; are they going to stockpile that stuff that needs

 21    to be barged out during the winter?

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  None of the ore -- they are

 23    not going to barge any ore out.  It's going to be all

 24    processed on site, and it will leave the site as the gold

 25    bars or --
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  1                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  They will fly the bars

  2    out.

  3                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  If you got a 27-year

  4    project, they should just put a rail, a train right to

  5    Bethel, transport the supplies that way, and they don't

  6    have to disturb anything to do with the river.  Because

  7    with that long of a project, your initial cost is going to

  8    be great, but for a 27-year project, it will be a lot --

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a question that could

 10    be addressed in the alternatives portion of the EIS.

 11                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  It would take a lot of

 12    concern away from concerns about the fish and anything to

 13    do with the river.

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  So you are proposing a rail

 15    from Bethel up to the mine site?

 16                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  I think in the long run

 17    I think your support will be greater, you know, to

 18    transfer fuel and stuff by rail and not have that many

 19    barges on the river during the summer months.  It will

 20    take all the concern about the fishing industry and

 21    everything right out of it.  A 27-year project, that's not

 22    that far of a run from the mine to Bethel.  So I wouldn't

 23    think you would have to do any major river crossings.

 24    It's on the same side of the river.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any
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  1    others before we move on?

  2              Okay.  Additional infrastructure includes a

  3    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

  4    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does

  5    also include some smaller remote camps for pipeline

  6    construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and

  7    will support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working

  8    shifts, meaning only about half of the total workforce

  9    would be on the site at any given time.

 10              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping

 11    meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So we will

 12    now turn to several slides of examples of issues and

 13    concerns.  One major area is water resources.  The project

 14    is designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted

 15    water, but there still can be concerns regarding water.

 16    Some examples are noted on this slide.

 17              The streams and other surface waters would be

 18    diverted away from and around the mining activities in

 19    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.

 20    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining

 21    process and could affect base flows of the nearby streams.

 22    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower

 23    adjacent groundwater levels and can affect nearby streams.

 24    Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, could

 25    generate acid or leach metals.  Waste rock, tailings, and
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  1    all runoff would have to be carefully managed to avoid

  2    contaminating waters outside of the mine site.

  3                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  The mine dewatering,

  4    you know, the question I got for that really, during the

  5    rainy season if it's going to fill up that pit and

  6    where -- you got another pit to pump water into or your

  7    wastewater into?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  I -- you know, I'm sure

  9    that's -- Donlin has studied that for their water balance,

 10    and also it will be definitely addressed in the EIS.  You

 11    know, looking at, I guess, average precipitation and other

 12    sources of water, that definitely will be considered.  I

 13    don't have the answer at this point as far as what -- what

 14    we are presenting is the project as proposed to us.  We

 15    are taking comments on what concerns or issues, you know,

 16    you have, things like that.  We will take them -- have

 17    them on the record, and they will be addressed in the EIS.

 18              So if you are concerned that there is not

 19    adequate water storage on site, we will look at that.

 20    Does that answer your question?

 21                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  My concern is, like I

 22    said, if we have a really bad rainy season and the water

 23    pit fills up, do you got another water pit to pump the

 24    wastewater into?

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware offhand.  As I
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  1    said, I expect that, you know, they have considered all

  2    the -- you know, what the rainiest season is and taken

  3    that all into consideration to make sure that that doesn't

  4    happen, but that's part -- that will all be the -- the

  5    project as proposed has been submitted to us, and it will

  6    be analyzed by URS, the contractor, to do those

  7    evaluations.  That information will be, you know,

  8    evaluated and included in the draft EIS.  There will be an

  9    opportunity for others to take a look at it and review it

 10    at that time and provide, you know, comments if they feel

 11    the analysis has been adequate, but I don't have -- I

 12    don't have the entire design or all the factors available

 13    to me at this time.

 14              Okay.  If there is no other questions, we will

 15    move on to the air quality.  This slide shows some

 16    examples of air quality issues.  There will be several

 17    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

 18    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust

 19    created by moving and processing the overburden, waste

 20    rock and the ore.  Climate change is a growing concern and

 21    will need to be considered because there will be large

 22    amounts of hydrocarbons burned in the mining process.

 23              Mercury will be looked at in several areas;

 24    naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be

 25    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
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  1    emissions could occur during the milling process, and any

  2    mercury co-product would require careful storage and

  3    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and

  4    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures

  5    and good response plans will be crucial to preventing any

  6    spills.

  7              Other major issues and concerns include

  8    wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

  9    subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed

 10    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres, and of this

 11    approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and

 12    related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along

 13    the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by

 14    excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other

 15    disturbances.  And 6,900 acres of these would be wetlands.

 16    There will also be fish and wildlife habitat losses or

 17    reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300

 18    acres, and there will also be direct disturbance of

 19    individual animals.

 20              We have already discussed barge traffic and know

 21    that there will be a substantial increase on the river.

 22    The subsistence and traditional land uses will be affected

 23    by loss of lands to development.

 24              Here is other examples of issues and concerns.

 25    And these are focused on communities, cultural resources
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  1    and recreation.  There would be a huge new workforce in

  2    the area.  There will be 3,000 workers during construction

  3    and 1,400 for the operations of the mine.  And this would

  4    bring new employment and income, but it will also have

  5    many effects on community life and human health.

  6    Historical and archeological sites and traditional

  7    cultural properties in the area might be disturbed or

  8    destroyed.  Recreational and visual resources, including

  9    the Iditarod trail, might be affected by new structures

 10    and mining operations.

 11              So to conclude, we know that the proposed

 12    project and the land resources are important to you, and

 13    we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to

 14    get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most

 15    important thing by being here today and participating in

 16    the scoping meeting.  To find more information or submit a

 17    comment form, you can visit the project website,

 18    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone

 19    number and e-mail address are on there.  That's my direct

 20    line.  And my direct e-mail, feel free to contact me.

 21              For tribal matters, Amanda Shearer is our tribal

 22    liaison, and you can contact her at the phone number and

 23    e-mail address on the slide.  We have had two tribal

 24    teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating agency

 25    status or government-to-government consultation for those
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  1    tribes that wish to participate in that.  And we plan to

  2    have more teleconferences.  And tribal governments also

  3    have the opportunity to enter into

  4    government-to-government consultation.  And that is a

  5    separate process from the cooperating agency status or the

  6    EIS process, but if there are any tribal representatives

  7    that would like to discuss government-to-government

  8    consultation, I welcome them to come see me after the

  9    meeting tonight.

 10              So now we would like to hear your questions and

 11    concerns.  And we do want to document your comments

 12    carefully, so if you would like to give -- do we have the

 13    list of people that wanted to give comments?  I guess,

 14    first of all, if you have any final questions, we will

 15    take those and then we will have an opportunity for

 16    anybody to make -- if they have a prepared statement that

 17    they would like to speak to get it on the record, we will

 18    do that.

 19              So these are some ideas of the types of comments

 20    that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking

 21    for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the

 22    EIS.  We want you to identify potential impacts and

 23    effects on resources.  We like hearing ideas that you have

 24    on alternatives.  We would like to find out about any

 25    important information available in your community.  And if
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  1    you have written comments, we ask that you leave a copy

  2    with our recorder so that she can have an accurate account

  3    of them.

  4              So first of all, if there is any remaining

  5    questions, and then we will have the opportunity for

  6    anybody else to give prepared comments.

  7                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I don't have any

  8    questions.  I just have some comments that -- okay to do

  9    that now, or --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess, fine, but first

 11    of all, if there is no remaining questions, yes, then we

 12    will go and move on to the comments.  So any remaining

 13    questions before we go on to comments?

 14                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  You keep saying the

 15    Donlin.  Who owns Donlin?  Is it a Canadian company or

 16    American company?  Who is the actual company that's going

 17    to be doing this?  Where are they from?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Barrick Gold and NovaGold, and

 19    I believe they are Canadian companies.

 20                    MR. LEWIS EGRASS:  Canadian?

 21                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  Lewis brought up a good

 22    idea about putting a railbelt between Bethel and Donlin

 23    Creek.  Another idea is to have a road alongside there,

 24    too.  Instead of doing the summer job, they can -- they

 25    can run the road all winter long, you know, between Donlin
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  1    and Bethel.  And, again, it wouldn't hurt the fish or the

  2    river, wouldn't contaminate the river or nothing.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.

  4                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  They have a road all

  5    the way to Prudhoe Bay, and that works just fine.  They

  6    can have that between Bethel and Crooked Creek.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thanks for your

  8    comments.  I guess we can move on into comments now.

  9    Ma'am, would you like to --

 10                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I'll probably forget half

 11    of what I was going to say.

 12                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  You can follow up.

 13    I'll leave you folks -- if you want to write in a comment,

 14    of course, we will give you an e-mail address.  So don't

 15    feel like this is your only shot.  It's definitely not.

 16    It's just nice because there are several different

 17    agencies, so there might be a few ways to respond.  So

 18    don't feel any pressure.

 19                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  I know that Donlin has

 20    been here in the community and has met and described the

 21    project, but I really think -- and this is not a comment

 22    to you.  This is a comment to the Donlin people that might

 23    be here today, that I think we need to get them back here

 24    to the community so that some of these questions that are

 25    being asked of you all could better be answered by Donlin,
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  1    you know, like did they investigate the rail, you know,

  2    and did they -- you know, when they looked at the erosion

  3    on the river and all that.  It might be good to get them

  4    to come back.

  5              And then I went down to Elko, Nevada and toured

  6    Nova and Barrick's two mining operations down there, I

  7    think it was a year ago, and they are very similar to this

  8    operation, which will leave a big open pit.  And I went

  9    through every single part of the mine that -- you know,

 10    where the rock went, how they took care of all the safety

 11    concerns, the hazardous materials, the lining that went

 12    under the -- what do you call it?

 13                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  Waste rock.

 14                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  No.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  The tailings.

 16                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  The tailings, all of

 17    that.  And I have to say that I walked away from that tour

 18    feeling very comfortable with all of the thought and the

 19    work that goes into making this happen, protecting the

 20    resource and, you know, making sure it's done properly.

 21    It was very, very impressive.

 22              What I also wanted to comment about is how happy

 23    Elko, Nevada people are because it brought a lot of jobs

 24    into that area where it was a community that is dying off,

 25    much like many of the rural communities in Alaska.  And
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  1    employing 3,000 people to build that mine that's going to

  2    take four or five years to build it, once we get through

  3    the three-year EIS, and then 600 people after that, 600 to

  4    1,200 people after that I think is really going to help

  5    save some of the dying communities and help bring some of

  6    our young people home who have gone away to make money and

  7    seek employment elsewhere.  And it would be nice to have

  8    that employment and have people from here employed that

  9    could just go an hour and 20-minute flight down and go to

 10    work for a week or two at a time and then come home and

 11    live the lifestyle that they like to live out here.

 12              And then there was one more comment.  Oh.  I

 13    know that this is -- we haven't thought yet about tying

 14    into the gas line, but it's something that we as a region,

 15    I know we have to look at and start figuring out how we

 16    are going to make that happen.  And so my question is:  If

 17    we pursue that part of it and we go for -- it's called a

 18    spur line?  Spur line.  That's going to involve another

 19    EIS portion, right, to build a spur line in from -- say

 20    where it comes out of the range over here to the McGrath

 21    area?

 22                    MR. JOHN GRAY:  She's talking about

 23    natural gas.

 24                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Natural gas.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess it would have to be
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  1    looked at -- when the details of the project came in, it

  2    would have to be determined at that time what type of a --

  3    if it involved filling in wetlands, which it likely would,

  4    it would require a permit from us as, you know, the Donlin

  5    Project does.  We would look at it at that time to

  6    determine if it had a -- you know, would have significant

  7    impacts on the quality of the human environment.  That's

  8    the way NEPA, the National Environmental Policy Act,

  9    states it.  If it does, then -- and if it's a federal

 10    project -- requiring federal permits, it's a federal

 11    project.  So at that time we would make a determination

 12    whether it required an EIS or if it could just be

 13    evaluated under a more standard permitting process.

 14                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  Thank you.

 15                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  On the spur line, is

 16    there anybody in Donlin -- from Donlin here to answer one

 17    question?  Is there a proposed spur line between --

 18    besides McGrath?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't have any information

 20    on that.  I don't know.

 21                    MS. VICKI OTTE:  There isn't.

 22                    MR. FRANK MILLER:  I hadn't heard about

 23    it, but there might be to Bethel and Aniak in the future,

 24    but --

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  Did we have anybody that asked
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  1    to --

  2                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  We didn't ask that.

  3    It's just a small group.  Anybody is welcome to comment.

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  Is there anybody else that

  5    would like to make comments for the record?

  6                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  Are you looking at any

  7    other development in the area while you are doing this?

  8    Because I know there is a lot of work being done down here

  9    on Vinasale where there is a big gold deposit, too.  And

 10    if that went forward, they would need power, too.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  The EIS process looks at

 12    cumulative impacts, including the reasonably foreseeable

 13    effects, too, so if you are -- if you have specific --

 14                    MR. RAY COLLINS:  I know Doyon is involved

 15    in that.  I don't know where that is, but they need a lot

 16    of power to process their --

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  If you have other things like

 18    that that you know, you see as could contribute to

 19    cumulative effects, I ask that you submit comments

 20    regarding that.  Anybody else?  Comments?

 21                    MS. VARNER WETZEL:  Don, if you want to

 22    invite -- the whole team, we pointed out some of the

 23    agency members and, of course, the Corps.  We are at the

 24    B&B until Saturday's flight, 5:00.  So if you represent an

 25    organization, if you are with the city or the tribe, there
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  1    is time to have individual conversations with Don.  And it

  2    doesn't -- so if you want it one-on-one or if you want to

  3    bring a few more people, you know, we are here and we

  4    would love to keep talking and asking about your concerns

  5    about the project.  So please feel free to find us.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  I also mention I saw that

  7    Kevin Keeler came in.  He's with BLM working with the --

  8    he's very familiar with the Iditarod trail.  Somebody had

  9    a question about the trail.  He would be a good person to

 10    talk to about that.  So we will hang around for a while

 11    after the meeting if anybody wants to have questions.  As

 12    I said, we have got the posters that give a lot of

 13    details.

 14              So I guess I'll wrap it up.  And again, I'd

 15    invite you to visit our website and submit any comments

 16    you have.  Note that close of the scoping period is March

 17    29th.  Any comments we receive by then will be addressed

 18    in the draft EIS.

 19              So thank you for coming.  We will be here for a

 20    little while yet.

 21               (Proceedings adjourned at 6:00 p.m.)

 22
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