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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2               (Invocation offered by Judi Walker.)
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening and welcome to
 4    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
 5    environmental impact statement.  We will be referring to
 6    it as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of
 7    Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also
 8    here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the
 9    contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They
10    are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be
11    helping me with the presentation.  We also have a court
12    recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a
13    transcript of the meeting for the record.
14              This is the agenda for today, just to provide an
15    idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will talk
16    about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS
17    project milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic
18    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
19    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
20    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,
21    and we will tell you how to do that.
22              Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If
23    you have questions or comments, though, please state your
24    name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
25    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation
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 1    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.
 2              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
 3    mine project that will require federal and State permits.
 4    And in order to comply with the National Environmental
 5    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
 6    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
 7    proponent nor an opponent of the project.  It's Donlin
 8    Gold's project, and the EIS will be used for making permit
 9    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping
10    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
11              Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
12    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
13    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
14    Corps will work closely with any affected tribes through
15    government-to-government consultation.
16              This map gives an orientation to the project
17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
19    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little
20    development to date and no existing roads to the region.
21    The map shows that existing transportation and energy
22    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
23    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new
24    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It would
25    be all subject to permitting before the project could
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 1    proceed.
 2              This map gives an idea of the logistics and
 3    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
 4    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from
 5    west coast ports.  Fuel would be delivered -- I'm sorry --
 6    transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to
 7    barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo
 8    supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river
 9    barges.  And the fuel and supplies would then be barged
10    upriver and off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk.
11    And there would also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet to
12    bring in natural gas.
13              The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
16    case Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits
17    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
18    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And issuance of these permits
19    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
20    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
21    project.
22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition to
25    complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
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 1    complete a public interest review and an analysis under
 2    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires
 3    that we select the least environmentally damaging
 4    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
 5    information for these analyses into the EIS, as well.
 6              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes, and
 7    a region organization will work together on the EIS.
 8    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
 9    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.
10    And as I said previously, the EIS will be used by the
11    agencies to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will
12    not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities
13    and processes.
14              We have a few of our cooperating agency
15    representatives with us, and I'd like to allow them to
16    introduce themselves and say a few words about their roles
17    in the EIS project.  We have two agencies in the room and
18    one on the phone.  I'll ask BLM first.  Alan Bittner.
19                    MR. BITTNER:  Hi.  My name is Alan
20    Bittner.  I'm the field manager for the Anchorage field
21    office, and that covers any BLM involved in this project.
22    And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's
23    near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from
24    the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's
25    the thing that will cross some BLM lands and the major
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 1    thing that we will have to review during this process.
 2              So also with me today is Bruce Seppi, our
 3    wildlife biologist, sitting back here.  And so we can
 4    certainly answer and field any questions later related to
 5    that pipeline if you have them.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Alan.  And with
 7    the State of Alaska we have Sarah Yoder.
 8                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Don said, my
 9    name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of
10    Health and Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact
11    Assessment Program, and we are involved with this project
12    to look at the potential positive and negative health
13    effects of the project.  And we won't be doing permitting,
14    but we will have a final report that will be an appendix
15    to the EIS.
16              Additionally, there are other State agencies
17    cooperating with the EIS process.  Department of Natural
18    Resources and Department of Environmental Conservation and
19    Department of Fish & Game are also involved.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Sarah.  And on
21    the teleconference we have Cindi Godsey with EPA.  Cindi?
22                    MS. GODSEY:  Hi.  I'm EPA's Alaska mining
23    coordinator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects
24    like hydrology and geochemistry and water quality and, of
25    course, experience in tribal consultation.  And so the
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 1    Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our
 2    experience in other mining projects in the state.  And
 3    although we don't have any permit actions of our own, we
 4    do have oversight over the Corps' permitting, as well as
 5    the State's permitting of the air and water quality
 6    permits.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindi.  The
 8    Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits and
 9    consultation, and this slide provides several examples,
10    and I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the
11    rest yourselves.  Since the project would place fill in
12    wetlands and other waters of the U.S., the Corps will need
13    to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not
14    to authorize that fill.  And since a portion of the
15    project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to
16    evaluate a right-of-way application.  And you can find a
17    much more comprehensive list of required permits in the
18    Donlin Gold permit application, which can be found on the
19    project website at donlingoldeis.com.
20              This slide slows that there are also many
21    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
22    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
23    State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would
24    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of
25    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
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 1    for water and air quality permits.  The Department of Fish
 2    & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect fish
 3    habitat.  And the Corps will also consult with the State
 4    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
 5    historic resources.  And again, there is a much more
 6    comprehensive list that can be found on the project
 7    website.  So this overview of the permit shows why the
 8    various federal and State agencies are involved in the
 9    EIS.  And I will now turn to the milestones of the EIS.
10              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
11    preparing an EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows six
12    major steps that will be taken from now through November
13    of 2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
14    Register on December 14th of last year, and that initiated
15    the EIS.  Scoping began on that date, and it continues
16    through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public
17    meetings and other methods to provide information and
18    gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.
19              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
20    cooperating agencies using information from the scoping
21    process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus
22    any additional studies that they deem necessary, and
23    they'll use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is
24    estimated to be completed by August 2014.  And I'd like to
25    emphasize that that's an estimated date.  The date could
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 1    shift.
 2              Once the draft EIS is completed, there will be
 3    an opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, and
 4    that will be -- estimated time frame is August through
 5    November of 2014.  At that time you will be able to see
 6    how comments from the scoping period were addressed, and
 7    there will be another round of public meetings and there
 8    will again be opportunities to submit comments on the
 9    draft EIS.
10              The draft EIS and the comments that are received
11    will -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare
12    the final EIS, and that's expected to be completed around
13    October 2015.  The various agencies that have permitting
14    authorities will then use the final EIS in their
15    permitting decisions, and each agency will prepare their
16    own Record of Decision around November or December of
17    2015.
18              Note the gold-colored circles.  These refer to
19    the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period
20    and the draft EIS comment period.  And these are the best
21    opportunities to provide input and make sure that your
22    comments are heard.
23              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
24    information and to listen to residents in the affected
25    region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The
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 1    first is to provide information about the EIS milestones,
 2    and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an
 3    idea of the time frame involved.
 4              The second is to share information about the
 5    proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
 6    presentation.  And information is also available on the
 7    project website and in the newsletters that have been
 8    mailed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the
 9    future.
10              The last two purposes are to identify issues and
11    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106
12    process, and to identify useful information from
13    communities.  And that's what we are counting on you for
14    to help us with these.  What would you like to see
15    addressed in the EIS and do you have information that we
16    can use to make informed decisions, informed permitting
17    decisions.
18              This is a schedule of our scoping meetings.
19    It's slipped some or changed somewhat from the beginning
20    when we started giving the meetings because of some
21    weather problems, but so far in January we had meetings in
22    Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage.  In
23    February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,
24    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  This month we so
25    far have been in Emmonak and St. Mary's last week.  And


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 12


 1    today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually
 2    be in Kipnuk rather than Kongiganak.
 3              This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme
 4    represents the many subregions of the project area and
 5    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  For
 6    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
 7    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this
 8    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's
 9    the closest community to the mine site, and also in Aniak
10    because it's a subregional hub.  For the other subregions,
11    our meetings are similarly being held -- have been and
12    will be held in the subregional hubs.
13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Before you move on, do you
14    want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?
15                    MR. KUHLE:  Sure.  Do we have -- if
16    anybody would like to ask questions about the EIS process
17    at this time before we go into the project description
18    more.
19                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  The EIS you are talking
20    about, is it already started or it's in the working --
21                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, it's already started.  It
22    began, and December 14th was when the notice was
23    published, and that began the EIS process.  And the
24    first -- the first phase of the EIS is the scoping
25    process, and that's what we are doing right now, having
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 1    the scoping meetings, one of which is, you know, this
 2    meeting here tonight.
 3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And all those villages
 4    you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?
 5    Or why are there so many villages?
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, they are all the
 7    villages that are -- that could potentially be affected
 8    that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and
 9    it includes not only the mine site, but also the pipeline
10    and navigation along the Kuskokwim River.  So pretty much
11    any villages along the Kuskokwim could potentially be
12    affected.  Communities on the Yukon, you know, because of
13    socioeconomic effects, could potentially be affected.
14              So that's what we did was looked at, you know,
15    the entire project area, all the elements that, you
16    know -- not just the mine, but the pipeline and the
17    additional navigation on the Kuskokwim River and looked at
18    any communities that we felt could potentially be
19    affected.  And so, then, that was a total of 66
20    communities.  And within those we identified those that
21    were within the AVCP subregions.  We identified, you know,
22    a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones
23    that we are having the scoping meetings in.
24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Then there were two Doyon
25    subregions, McGrath and Holy Cross.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Yes, there
 2    was also two Doyon subregions.
 3                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  In the
 4    future are you guys going to have something planned like
 5    the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek from here?  Is there
 6    anything --
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Anything planned?
 8                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Anything
 9    planned, like barging or --
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the mine will actually
11    not directly affect the Yukon drainage.  There is no
12    plans -- I mean, what we are presenting tonight is a
13    proposal as presented to us from Donlin Gold.
14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, this -- it's a really
15    good question.  The EIS is supposed to take a holistic
16    look, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold Mine,
17    and we are supposed to look ahead at potential future
18    projects that might interact with the Donlin Gold Mine, so
19    we have recently seen some design discussions from the
20    Alaska Department of Transportation --
21                    MR. KUHLE:  Did we lose the phone here
22    or --
23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we are going to
24    have to hang it up.  I'll try and dial it back in in a
25    second.  So there is a thing called cumulative effects,
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 1    like future effects, and this potential road between the
 2    Yukon and the Kuskokwim and the Paimiut Slough area would
 3    be an example of a future project that we would need to
 4    look into.  So I think that's one possible project
 5    relating to the Yukon River.  It may make a difference in
 6    barge traffic, things of that sort.  That's one that we
 7    are going to have to learn more about and look at in the
 8    EIS itself.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  We will hold on a minute.  We
10    lost our teleconference.
11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, I think we are the
12    only ones on the line.  I think that may have been Cindi
13    hanging up, but we will keep the line open just in case.
14                    MR. EUGENE PAUL:  And with you talking
15    about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was --
16    that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself,
17    right?  You guys ain't using any of State funding to have
18    them put something in, like the road and stuff because,
19    you know, when we did do a State meeting before, the
20    village can put a resolution in that we did not want a
21    road built by the State of Alaska because it's open public
22    access when we build a road with State funding.  And that
23    brings in a lot of people that would be able to come into
24    our lands and hunt, bring drugs and alcohol, all these
25    things that really affect these big communities down there
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 1    that we are -- we are --
 2              I sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs
 3    and we are doing a study.  And we are studying -- there is
 4    a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the
 5    highways are able to connect to these villages.  And we
 6    were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John
 7    Muller, and we were talking about how we could use our
 8    tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our
 9    communities.
10              And I was wondering, with this gas line that you
11    guys are proposing and this road that's coming from the
12    Kuskokwim to the Yukon side, is that going to be through
13    State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?
14                    MR. KUHLE:  Everything proposed so far
15    would be funded by Donlin.  Now the pipeline, the future
16    of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know,
17    other communities could create a utility and somehow --
18    because it would be a common carrier, so I'm not sure, you
19    know, if there would be any issues with that in the
20    future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know,
21    something that we could look at.  You know, it's -- you
22    know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will
23    consider that.  But at this time, the pipeline as proposed
24    is, you know, proposed by Donlin.  It would be constructed
25    by Donlin.  It would be -- you know, I guess at this point


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 17


 1    it would be their pipeline.
 2              Any other questions before we move on to the
 3    details of the project?
 4              Okay.  Now we are moving on to the mining
 5    project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, it is
 6    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers
 7    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
 8    cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their
 9    permitting decisions.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership
10    between two large international mining companies, Barrick
11    Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located
12    on lands owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
13    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim
14    Corporation is the surface owner.
15              As you can see, it's a very large project.  It's
16    expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
17    for an estimated mining life of 27 and a half years,
18    during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore
19    each day.
20              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
21    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
22    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK
23    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
24    might be affected by the project.  For many communities
25    the project might affect lands and resources that are used
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 1    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The
 2    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
 3    with many permits required and many agencies involved.
 4              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the
 5    timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked
 6    on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16
 7    years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We
 8    are now entering the three-year permitting period, the
 9    first step of which is holding the scoping meetings.  And
10    at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies will
11    decide to issue or to deny their permits.
12              If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can
13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an
14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  And at the
15    conclusion of the active life of the mine, Donlin Gold
16    would be responsible for closure and reclamation.  And
17    this would include decommissioning the mill facilities and
18    the pipeline, covering over the waste treatment or
19    tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock
20    storage facilities.  The land would then be recontoured
21    and native vegetation would be planted.
22              We will pause for a minute for any questions if
23    anybody has any so far.
24                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And your map shows it
25    will take 60 years for the vegetation to grow.  How do you
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 1    know that with the environment changing so much?
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  For how long it will take the
 3    vegetation --
 4                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Well, the map said up to
 5    60 years after to try to grow it back.  With the weather
 6    changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the -- you know, that's
 8    based on current information and studies that have been
 9    done and current knowledge of the area.  That's
10    information -- you know, Donlin has been doing a lot of
11    studies.  They provided information to us.  The purpose of
12    the EIS process is to look at the information that they
13    provided to us.  URS, the third-party contractor, you
14    know, has experts that will look at the information that
15    Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or
16    if any other studies are done or more information is
17    needed.  And that's the information that will go into
18    preparing the draft EIS.
19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it's a very good point
20    that the future might not be the same as the things we can
21    look back over the last 40, 50 years and observe.  Forest
22    fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and
23    revegetation, that's something that the scientists have
24    studied a fair bit, but that's backwards looking.
25              And so I think we do have to be open-minded
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 1    about the potential for change in climate systems or in
 2    precipitation, rain and snowfall.  Those things could well
 3    change in the decade, the generation to come.  And I think
 4    we will try to do our best in the technical analysis, but
 5    it's another time to really emphasize the importance of
 6    the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say
 7    that doesn't look convincing.  That's not accurate.
 8    That's not careful enough.
 9              We really want to say this is a long project.
10    The EIS review, it's three years because we need to look
11    at a lot of different questions about the mine project,
12    about the ecology of the region.  So we are going to have
13    to do it one step at a time.  What we are doing right now
14    is getting the questions on the table, and then a little
15    over a year from now when we come back to the communities
16    we will try and have a good analysis of those.  But there
17    will be some holes in our draft EIS, and that's where your
18    comments on the draft will help us to be even more
19    accurate by the time of the final permit decisions.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
21    move on?
22              Okay.  Now we will turn to the major components
23    of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and
24    the power plant.  The pipeline would be buried.  It would
25    not be up on supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline
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 1    System, so it would be a cold pipeline.  It would not
 2    generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
 3    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
 4    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
 5    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
 6    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
 7    three forks of the George River.
 8              The image of the block valve on the right side
 9    of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would
10    not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
11    subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed
12    every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for
13    monitoring and maintenance.  The construction process
14    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The
15    design would allow access, but after construction there
16    would be no improved access for vehicles and no bridges at
17    water crossings.
18              This slide shows that the pipeline would start
19    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
20    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
21    River Valley and continue west to the mine site near
22    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
23    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands and ten percent Native
24    corporation lands.
25              The blue segment in the center of the map there
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 1    is an alternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid
 2    the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would separate
 3    from the originally proposed alignment at milepost 105 and
 4    rejoin at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified the
 5    Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
 6    will be examined during geotechnical investigations this
 7    coming summer.
 8              This slide slows the project components at the
 9    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.
10    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
11    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
12    1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings impoundment,
13    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.
14    It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
15    square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like
16    material that is left after the gold has been removed from
17    the mill.
18              Number three is the waste rock facility, which
19    would cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock
20    that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These
21    major facilities support the mill, which would process
22    59,000 tons of ore per day.
23              This is an overview of the major transportation
24    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
25    facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river
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 1    barges.  There would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk
 2    for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged
 3    upriver, and from there they would be trucked to the mine
 4    site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also be a
 5    new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a
 6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine
 7    site.
 8              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
 9    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
10    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total 26 acres.  And
11    the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
12    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.
13    The fuel barges would be double-hulled.
14              The navigation season would average 110 days per
15    year.  There would be about three barge tow passings per
16    day.  That could be two up and one down or one up and two
17    down, meaning that anywhere that you might be along the
18    riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.
19    And each tow would be pushing four barges.  There would be
20    an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.
21    Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges
22    would carry 173,000 tons each.  And the shipping season,
23    the barge tow frequency and the number of barge loads
24    would be roughly the same both during construction and
25    during operations of the mine itself.
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 1              Additional infrastructure includes the
 2    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
 3    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does
 4    include some smaller remote camps for pipeline
 5    construction.  Permanent camp would have 600 beds and
 6    support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
 7    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
 8    workforce would be on site at any given time.
 9              Do we have any questions at this point?  I'll
10    pause for a minute.
11                    MS. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a
12    question.  Is there a backup plan in case something goes
13    into Crooked Creek, like something major happens?  Do you
14    have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering
15    Crooked Creek from going into the Kuskokwim?
16                    MR. KUHLE:  Donlin has, you know,
17    submitted a lot of information and, you know, they will
18    have contingency plans for -- I know like for the
19    navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the
20    Kuskokwim River, they have details on there on how they
21    would deal with if there were to be any release of diesel
22    fuel or any other kind of a spill.  And again, that's the
23    type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS.  We
24    will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have
25    submitted.  And, you know, URS as the contractor will
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 1    evaluate that information.
 2              As I was explaining before, that's the EIS
 3    process.  They will look at what's submitted, determine if
 4    additional information is needed, and then they will do an
 5    analysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.
 6                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Another
 7    question I have is on the jobs, the only people that's
 8    going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista
 9    because that's their land, you know.  Is there any plans
10    for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?
11                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess it's pretty much up to
12    Donlin.  You know, they are the ones that will be
13    having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.
14    But they are -- you know, as was mentioned earlier -- as
15    Sarah mentioned, there will be a health impact assessment,
16    and they will be looking at the effects on the local
17    communities.  It will be looked at in the socioeconomic
18    aspects in the EIS.  It's a good comment to make.  You
19    know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.
20              But again, our permits -- we are evaluating the
21    EIS for the purpose of issuing our permits, and we can't
22    tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty
23    much their hiring process.  But you know, the
24    socioeconomic effects will be considered in the EIS.
25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So where Don ended, we
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 1    have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the
 2    Calista region, but also including neighboring communities
 3    potentially affected by the project.  We have to evaluate
 4    that.  I just wanted to mention that when I had looked at
 5    some of the newsletters from Donlin, they were trying to
 6    do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH
 7    communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwim, the McGrath,
 8    Nikolai, Telida, Takotna area.  I don't know exactly how
 9    successful that has been, but I think their plan, the way
10    they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokwim
11    and then the middle Yukon River in this outreach for
12    hiring.
13                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
14    move on?
15                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, when you get
16    this project going on in the future, you know, you know,
17    all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek mine,
18    you know.  You know, I think the Donlin Gold mine should
19    send out the newsletter -- I mean, we got the newsletter
20    and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our
21    people around the GASH region trained up, what kind of
22    jobs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can
23    get them ready.  You know what I mean?
24                    MR. KUHLE:  To get the information out
25    there ahead of time so you can prepare your younger people
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 1    for --
 2                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  That way we can
 3    get the people employed around the GASH region, you know,
 4    what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mine, like
 5    maintenance or electrical work or carpentry or anything
 6    like that because, you know, we got lots of operators
 7    around our region, you know.  And you know, I'd like to
 8    see that happen in the future, you know.  I know it's
 9    Calista land and Kuskokwim land.  They own the surface and
10    everything like that, but it seems like we are left out in
11    the forest, you know.  And you know, it would be a good
12    plan if they could come up with some kind of deal to make
13    sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area,
14    you know.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, that's a good
16    comment.  And as Taylor mentioned, I know Donlin has been
17    doing some outreach, but I guess that's a good comment to
18    make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they will
19    be seeing the comments -- in fact, all the comments we
20    receive will eventually be on our website, so it's a good
21    comment to make.  Thank you.
22              Any other questions before we move on?
23              Okay.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the
24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So
25    we will now turn to several slides with examples of those
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 1    issues and concerns.
 2              One major area is water resources.  The project
 3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
 4    water, but there will still be some concerns.  And
 5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other
 6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around
 7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to
 8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as
 9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of
10    nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the
11    pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again
12    affect nearby streams.
13              And some of the rock, when exposed to the
14    elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste
15    rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
16    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine
17    site.
18              Air quality is also important, and this slide
19    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
20    sources of emissions, including a large number of large
21    mining vehicles.  There will be a 227-megawatt power plant
22    and dust created by removing and processing the
23    overburden, waste rock and ore.  These could all produce
24    emissions.
25              Climate change is a growing concern and will
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 1    need to be considered because large amounts of
 2    hydrocarbons will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in
 3    several areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive
 4    mercury could be release by exposing it during mining.
 5    Mercury stack emissions could occur during the milling
 6    process.  So any mercury co-product would require careful
 7    storage and transport.
 8              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
 9    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
10    response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.
11    Other major issues and concerns include wetlands,
12    vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence
13    and traditional land use.
14              The proposed project would affect a total of
15    16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at
16    the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000
17    acres are along the pipeline route.  These areas would be
18    impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation removal or
19    other disturbances.
20              And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  There
21    would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or reduced habitat
22    functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there
23    would also be direct disturbance of individual animals.
24              We have already discussed barge traffic and
25    noted that there would be a substantial increase.  And
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 1    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by
 2    the loss of lands to development.
 3              Here are some more examples of issues and
 4    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
 5    cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge
 6    new workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400
 7    duration permanent operations of the mine.  This would
 8    bring in new employment and income, but also many effects
 9    on community life and human health.  Historical and
10    archeological sites and traditional cultural properties
11    that exist in the area might be disturbed or destroyed.
12    Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod
13    trail, might be affected by new structures and mining
14    operations.
15              So to conclude, we know that this proposed
16    project and land and resources are important, and we would
17    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
18    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
19    important thing by being here today and participating in
20    the scoping meeting.
21              To find more information and to submit a comment
22    form, you can visit the project website at
23    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone
24    number and e-mail address are on the slide.
25              For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of
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 1    Engineers' tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone
 2    number and e-mail address are also on the slide.  Amanda
 3    and I have had two tribal teleconferences so far to
 4    discuss cooperating agency status or
 5    government-to-government consultation.  And we expect to
 6    have other teleconferences with the tribes.  Tribal
 7    governments have the opportunity to enter into
 8    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
 9    process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS
10    process.
11              So we would now like to hear if there is any
12    remaining questions and any comments you may have.  We
13    would like to document your comments carefully, so please
14    state your name before you speak.
15              Here are some ideas about the type of comments
16    that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking
17    for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the
18    EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and effects on
19    resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you may have
20    on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any
21    important information available in your particular
22    community.  If you do have written comments that you read,
23    we would ask that you please leave a copy with our court
24    recorder so we have it for the record.
25              So with that, I'll ask if there is any further
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 1    questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody
 2    wants to make a prepared statement.
 3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  That's a lot to stomach.
 4    I guess my biggest concern is I was born and raised in
 5    this community, and my ancestors come from here.  And the
 6    land has always been close to our hearts because it -- we
 7    depend on it so much.  And to listen to all your chemical
 8    talk and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no
 9    guarantee for it not to happen.  We are already losing our
10    salmon, for whatever reasons we don't know.
11              And my concern is the barges coming down.  We
12    have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes more
13    sandbars and stuff like that.
14              If a community decides not to go with Donlin
15    Creek, what happens?  Do you -- what do you do?  Move
16    away, don't come back?  Or do you find other alternatives
17    or routes to go through?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure I quite follow.
19    You say if a community decides --
20                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Not to go along, do we
21    have a say in that?  Because I -- I'm really not for
22    touching the land around the Deloycheet region and Doyon
23    region.
24                    MR. KUHLE:  Just to clarify your question,
25    if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is
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 1    that the question?
 2                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Yeah.
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the way -- you know, we
 4    are preparing the EIS to look at all the potential impacts
 5    and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to make
 6    permitting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers,
 7    but the other cooperating agencies.
 8              So there is -- so the EIS process will help to
 9    identify impacts, and that way we will decide if we can
10    issue our permits or not for the project as they have
11    proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can
12    modify it to avoid those impacts.  So it would be through
13    the permitting process as to whether or not the project
14    can proceed.  It would have to have -- as it showed, there
15    is a -- there is a huge number of permits, both State and
16    federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those
17    permits.  And, you know, those are all, you know, aimed at
18    protecting various resources.
19              So you know, I guess one community, you know, we
20    will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those
21    concerns.  If somebody just comes and says I'm opposed to
22    the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going
23    to keep the project moving forward, but if you identify
24    some issues that are unacceptable impacts that could
25    potentially prevent us from issuing a permit, but we would
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 1    have to go through this process first.
 2              Did that just confuse you more?
 3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  No.  It just doesn't
 4    sound like very promising.  My next concern is how are all
 5    these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going
 6    to benefit from this, aside from the economy and jobs and
 7    stuff like that?  Once you guys pack up and leave and then
 8    there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever could
 9    be gone.  You know, those are future issues that I think
10    about because I have a great-granddaughter, and I'm going
11    to have more descendents following me.  And I want them to
12    have what I have.  And that's my biggest concern.  How are
13    we going to benefit?  Is all this profits going out of
14    state or is it going to The Kuskokwim Corporation, or what
15    do we get out of it?
16                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we
17    are evaluating.  And you said "when we are gone."  I
18    guess, again, I need to emphasize that, you know, it's not
19    the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating
20    agencies that's going to be, you know, building this
21    project.  It's Donlin Gold.  And we're here to identify,
22    you know, concerns and issues.  And you know, our goal is
23    to avoid those impacts that you are talking about.  You
24    know, we will be looking at not only the environmental
25    effects, but the socioeconomic effects, as well.
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 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think often the people
 2    in the villages take the long view, like not just a few
 3    years that the mine would operate, but what happens after.
 4    And that's kind of the question you are asking.  When we
 5    were in Crooked Creek a few months ago, people recommended
 6    that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil
 7    Mine and kind of the employment boom and then what
 8    happened when the mine closed.  So I think that's like a
 9    little case study from the region that we are going to try
10    and go interview some of the people to talk about.
11              There is a lot of concern in the literature now
12    about boom-and-bust cycles, what happens after a big, big
13    project.  And I don't think we have answers to that
14    tonight, but I'm just saying that that's a really good way
15    to think about the long-term, a question that we really
16    need to work on.  And some of the other communities have
17    been raising that same kind of concern.
18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a
19    concern.  You guys are -- in your EIS you guys are
20    studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there.  And
21    anything can happen in the drainage.  [indecipherable]  If
22    anything happened, if there is like a break or something,
23    would anything drain into the Iditarod River?  And that
24    comes right down the Shag and the Innoko and it comes past
25    Shag and comes down the river.  And that's right -- that's
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 1    right behind the mine.  You guys studied on that?
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question
 3    about kind of the topography, the mountains, the ridges,
 4    the valleys.  The Donlin Project is two or three ridges
 5    inside the divide between the Kuskokwim and the Yukon
 6    River.  So I think when -- at this point from the
 7    engineering and the distances, it looks like all of the --
 8    if there is a problem and discharge into the creeks, it
 9    would be on the Kuskokwim side into Crooked Creek and
10    draining down towards the Kuskokwim, not north over the
11    height of land and into the Innoko or any of the --
12    Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the
13    Yukon River.  I'm sorry that we don't have a really good
14    enough map at the right scale for us to look at that
15    together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside
16    the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwim River and not
17    extending into the Yukon River drainage.
18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.
19    And then another question, with all these concerns of the
20    people along the Kuskokwim, all the barges going up the
21    river, and then how are they going to go about their
22    subsistence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?
23    And what are you guys doing to take that into
24    consideration?  Because that's a lot of -- that's a lot of
25    fishing, you know, a lot of salmon going up.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Again, we have heard that
 2    concern before, and it will be looked at again.  Donlin
 3    has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge
 4    traffic, and I don't have the answer, you know, as far as
 5    exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this
 6    time.  But it's -- you know, it is something -- that issue
 7    has been raised in another -- in a number of the other
 8    scoping meetings, so it's definitely going to be, you
 9    know, looked at and addressed.  I don't have the answer
10    right now, though.
11                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  On that pipeline, you
12    mentioned that they are going to put it underground.  I
13    don't think that's a very good idea.  And you know, what
14    is the diameter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is
15    the pipe going to be, you know?  Because you know, I know
16    that we can have future accidents in the future when those
17    pipes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or something
18    like that, maybe have a bust in the pipe.  And I really
19    don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the
20    ground, you know.
21              And you know, you got to deal with the
22    corporation.  You got to deal with the corporations and
23    the Calista land and whatever has got the right-of-way,
24    passing the Native allotments and everything like that,
25    you know.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, actually, yes, the
 2    diameter, I believe it's a 14-inch-diameter pipe.  And one
 3    of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous
 4    Materials Safety Administration, and they will be the
 5    agency that will be looking at that and the safety of it.
 6    And Donlin has already -- in their design has submitted --
 7    or their application submitted some of the safety
 8    features.  They plan to have a check valve every 20 miles,
 9    and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it,
10    routine maintenance.  They will run pigs down it.
11              So they are thinking along the lines of safety.
12    And again, you know, the PHMSA, or the Pipeline and
13    Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be
14    primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the
15    pipeline.
16                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Another comment I would
17    like to make about the barge lines running up and down the
18    Kuskokwim, you know, we run into that problem at fall
19    time; some years the water gets really low and the barges
20    can't make it in through the main channel.  And I know the
21    Kuskokwim River, once it starts dropping, the water drops
22    down, it's like out of sight the month of July and
23    whatever.  It's a really a good time to make all this back
24    and forth right after breakup and all the materials that
25    you guys need.  You might run into that problem in the
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 1    future in fall time when the water gets too low.  You
 2    know, sometimes the barges get stuck and whatever, you
 3    know.  You got to keep that in mind, too, you know, just
 4    to protect that Kuskokwim River that nothing will happen
 5    in the future.  You know, that's another picture to take a
 6    look at.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  And yes, we
 8    are well aware of that.  We have heard that in many
 9    communities, and there is going to have to be a real close
10    look and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure
11    out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or
12    what would need to be done in the event of low water.
13              Other questions?
14                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  I'd like to know what
15    the State and BLM people have to say about this, if they
16    are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they
17    supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?
18                    MR. ALAN BITTNER:  As far as BLM is
19    concerned, it's the same as Don has said:  We are not for
20    or against it.  We are processing a right-of-way for a
21    pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM.  And so
22    as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are
23    weighing in, and we do have some of the same concerns.  We
24    have some of the same concerns about other facets of the
25    project like the river and the barge traffic and the level
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 1    of the water, things like that.
 2              So we are making our own comments to the project
 3    about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against
 4    it.  And we are looking at the part that we have to permit
 5    or we have to allow is the -- what would be the lands that
 6    the pipeline crosses.
 7                    MS. YODER:  And for the State, for the
 8    health impact assessment, we are not issuing any permits,
 9    but we are also not for or against the project, but we are
10    looking at any potential positive and negative health
11    effects.  And then in our process we rank those health --
12    those potential health effects and we try to propose ways
13    to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on,
14    you know, hiring in different regions.  And then we also
15    propose recommendations and things that can be done to
16    decrease any health effects.  So ours is not a required
17    process for the health impact assessment, however, but we
18    are doing our best to get our report into the EIS.
19                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have one
20    more question.  You guys are going to be the ones that say
21    if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all
22    over the region?
23                    MR. KUHLE:  The question is, are we the
24    ones that are going to allow them to move forward with the
25    project?
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 1                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Yes.  After
 2    hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you
 3    know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.
 4    How are you going to address those concerns?
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the Corps of Engineers
 6    has, you know, two major permits for the project.  The
 7    other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLM for one
 8    and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is
 9    a large number of permits.  So the project won't be able
10    to move forward until they have obtained all the required
11    permits.  And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EIS is
12    just one part of our review process.
13              It's under the National Environmental Policy Act
14    that we are required to do this EIS because of a potential
15    significant effect on the quality of the human
16    environment.  We also have to comply with section 404 of
17    the Clean Water Act which, as I mentioned earlier,
18    requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are
19    required to select the least environmentally damaging
20    alternative.
21              And we also do for all of our permits what's
22    known as a public interest review.  So you know, we will
23    look at the proposed project and all the potential
24    effects, you know, including all different facets -- you
25    know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we will make
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 1    our permit decision based on the EIS, the 404(b)(1)
 2    guidelines, and our public interest review.  So that's
 3    just the Corps of Engineers.  So you know, if we find that
 4    it, you know, meets all the requirements, you know, then
 5    we will issue our permit.
 6              But again, there is, you know, all these other
 7    agencies, as well.  So it's not just -- it's not just the
 8    Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can
 9    go ahead with your project.  It's -- you know, they have
10    to get permits from all these other agencies, as well.
11                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.
12                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, does this
13    have some kind of impact around the Donlin Creek Mine, you
14    know?  Like I'm talking about -- talking about the animals
15    like the moose and the bears and all kinds of animals that
16    hang around this area.  Do you see anything like they get
17    infected or something like that?  Because I heard in the
18    past one time I went down to a meeting down at St. Mary's,
19    the Clean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some
20    Kuskokwim people at the meeting, and they said that Donlin
21    Creek Mine is affecting the animals around the -- around
22    the area.
23              And you know, I know for a fact this one elderly
24    lady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into
25    a moose and the moose didn't even have no hair in some
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 1    parts of the body, you know.  I was kind of wondering
 2    about that.  You know, do you do a study on the animals
 3    and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek Mine,
 4    you know?  Does it have an effect on them or do they get
 5    disease or lose their hair or --
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of anything like
 7    that as far as moose losing their hair but, you know,
 8    Donlin has been doing baseline studies, you know, on
 9    wildlife and fish.  And that information has been
10    submitted with their permits.  And Donlin -- I'm sorry --
11    URS, you know, has their specialists.  Their wildlife
12    people, you know, have looked at that information to
13    determine if it's adequate or not.  And they have
14    identified areas where additional information is needed
15    and additional studies are needed now and in the future.
16    You know, that's what we will be using.
17              I guess if you have specific information
18    regarding, you know, animals in the area that have been
19    adversely affected, that would be good, you know,
20    information to submit with your comments and we could
21    certainly look at that.  But you know, it's not something
22    that I'm aware of at this time.  But you know, that's --
23    again, the purpose of our scoping is to find information,
24    you know, especially information from the local
25    communities that are close to the area where they have,
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 1    you know, specific information that we might not otherwise
 2    be aware of.  So if, you know, you have instances or
 3    examples of that, we would like to hear about it.
 4                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  I think they
 5    need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in
 6    the future, you know.  And another thing, too, I'd like to
 7    bring up, too, in the Kuskokwim sampling of the water, you
 8    know, I think that they should monitor that about every
 9    time the barges go up and down the river, take a sample of
10    the water, you know, make sure no mercury or radiation is
11    leaking out from that mine, you know, and affecting their
12    resources and the fish and everything like that, you know,
13    because I notice that lots of people are catching cancer
14    all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokwim
15    and the Yukon side, too, you know.  And I think to myself
16    it might be coming from the air quality, too, and from the
17    [indecipherable] or whatever that floats around in that
18    mine, you know.  That's what I'm concerned about.
19                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there certainly will be
20    monitoring, and I guess we will note your comment that you
21    think it should be done after every barge.  But there will
22    be monitoring.  I guess I don't know the details at this
23    time.
24                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Okay.  Thank you.  --
25                    MR. KUHLE:  Other comments or questions?
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 1    Yes.
 2                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  We have our
 3    school up here.  When things are going to happen in our
 4    area, we would like to let the children know from K
 5    through 12 what's going on around us.  After all your
 6    scoping is almost done, or finished, is it going to be
 7    available on a DVD to send to the classrooms so kids who
 8    didn't hear it from their parents or didn't hear it
 9    whenever someone was here, they could look at it in their
10    classroom and talk about it?  Because they worry a lot,
11    too.  They worry about our environment and what's going to
12    happen to -- our Yukon River is moving way over there.
13    They are worried about that.
14              So they are aware of what's going on, but I want
15    to know if you are going to have anything available to
16    teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to
17    have a mine to let them know.  And it looks like it's
18    going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to
19    take coursework in the classroom or go on to a trade
20    school or university and be hired.
21                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, all the, you
22    know, information from the scoping meetings will be
23    summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually
24    be available on the website.  I guess that's a good
25    suggestion.  I mean, it's a vast amount of information.
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 1    You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put
 2    together and something that we will consider.  Thank you.
 3                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  The reason for a
 4    DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that long.
 5    That's why a DVD is faster and simpler for that reason.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Other
 7    comments or questions?  If not, I guess I'll wrap it up
 8    here.  We will be around here for a little bit if anybody
 9    wants to talk to us directly.  Again, there is lots of
10    information on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.
11    And also if you -- as I said, my phone number and e-mail,
12    they are -- they were on the slide here.  I'd be glad to
13    give them to you.  They are also in the newsletters that
14    were mailed out.  I believe there are some copies on
15    the -- at the back of the room.  So thanks for coming.
16              Did you have anything?
17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I just wanted to add thank
18    you for the hospitality.  We know that people see a lot of
19    meetings come and go, but this is really an important
20    project for the region, so setting aside an evening to
21    talk with you us is really helpful.  I want to emphasize
22    that we really do listen and take seriously the hard
23    questions that you are asking and we hope to come up with
24    careful answers by the time we come back to see you in a
25    little over a year.  This was really constructive
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 1    discussion, so thanks to folks.  It's great to see Angela
 2    again.  I can't remember when we were at a subsistence
 3    council meeting.
 4               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m.)
 5
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 1                      REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2             (Invocation offered by Judi Walker.)
 3                  MR. KUHLE: Good evening and welcome to
 4  the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
 5  environmental impact statement.  We will be referring to
 6  it as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of
 7  Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also
 8  here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the
 9  contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They
10  are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be
11  helping me with the presentation.  We also have a court
12  recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a
13  transcript of the meeting for the record.
14            This is the agenda for today, just to provide an
15  idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will talk
16  about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS
17  project milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic
18  overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
19  And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
20  inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,
21  and we will tell you how to do that.
22            Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If
23  you have questions or comments, though, please state your
24  name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
25  meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation
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 1  for questions and statements that you may wish to make.
 2            We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
 3  mine project that will require federal and State permits.
 4  And in order to comply with the National Environmental
 5  Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
 6  impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
 7  proponent nor an opponent of the project.  It's Donlin
 8  Gold's project, and the EIS will be used for making permit
 9  decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping
10  meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
11            Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
12  involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
13  under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
14  Corps will work closely with any affected tribes through
15  government-to-government consultation.
16            This map gives an orientation to the project
17  area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
18  of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
19  the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little
20  development to date and no existing roads to the region.
21  The map shows that existing transportation and energy
22  infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
23  Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new
24  infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It would
25  be all subject to permitting before the project could
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 1  proceed.
 2            This map gives an idea of the logistics and
 3  supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
 4  logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from
 5  west coast ports.  Fuel would be delivered -- I'm sorry --
 6  transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to
 7  barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo
 8  supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river
 9  barges.  And the fuel and supplies would then be barged
10  upriver and off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk.
11  And there would also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet to
12  bring in natural gas.
13            The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
14  requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
15  affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
16  case Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits
17  under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
18  the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And issuance of these permits
19  would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
20  evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
21  project.
22            The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
23  regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
24  to make their permit decisions.  And in addition to
25  complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
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 1  complete a public interest review and an analysis under
 2  section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires
 3  that we select the least environmentally damaging
 4  practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
 5  information for these analyses into the EIS, as well.
 6            This slide shows that many agencies, tribes, and
 7  a region organization will work together on the EIS.
 8  Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
 9  permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.
10  And as I said previously, the EIS will be used by the
11  agencies to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will
12  not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities
13  and processes.
14            We have a few of our cooperating agency
15  representatives with us, and I'd like to allow them to
16  introduce themselves and say a few words about their roles
17  in the EIS project.  We have two agencies in the room and
18  one on the phone.  I'll ask BLM first.  Alan Bittner.
19                  MR. BITTNER: Hi.  My name is Alan
20  Bittner.  I'm the field manager for the Anchorage field
21  office, and that covers any BLM involved in this project.
22  And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's
23  near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from
24  the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's
25  the thing that will cross some BLM lands and the major
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 1  thing that we will have to review during this process.
 2            So also with me today is Bruce Seppi, our
 3  wildlife biologist, sitting back here.  And so we can
 4  certainly answer and field any questions later related to
 5  that pipeline if you have them.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thanks, Alan.  And with
 7  the State of Alaska we have Sarah Yoder.
 8                  MS. YODER: Hi, everyone.  As Don said, my
 9  name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of
10  Health and Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact
11  Assessment Program, and we are involved with this project
12  to look at the potential positive and negative health
13  effects of the project.  And we won't be doing permitting,
14  but we will have a final report that will be an appendix
15  to the EIS.
16            Additionally, there are other State agencies
17  cooperating with the EIS process.  Department of Natural
18  Resources and Department of Environmental Conservation and
19  Department of Fish & Game are also involved.
20                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thanks, Sarah.  And on
21  the teleconference we have Cindi Godsey with EPA.  Cindi?
22                  MS. GODSEY: Hi.  I'm EPA's Alaska mining
23  coordinator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects
24  like hydrology and geochemistry and water quality and, of
25  course, experience in tribal consultation.  And so the
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 1  Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our
 2  experience in other mining projects in the state.  And
 3  although we don't have any permit actions of our own, we
 4  do have oversight over the Corps' permitting, as well as
 5  the State's permitting of the air and water quality
 6  permits.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thanks, Cindi.  The
 8  Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits and
 9  consultation, and this slide provides several examples,
10  and I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the
11  rest yourselves.  Since the project would place fill in
12  wetlands and other waters of the U.S., the Corps will need
13  to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not
14  to authorize that fill.  And since a portion of the
15  project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to
16  evaluate a right-of-way application.  And you can find a
17  much more comprehensive list of required permits in the
18  Donlin Gold permit application, which can be found on the
19  project website at donlingoldeis.com.
20            This slide slows that there are also many
21  permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
22  over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
23  State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would
24  evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of
25  Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
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 1  for water and air quality permits.  The Department of Fish
 2  & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect fish
 3  habitat.  And the Corps will also consult with the State
 4  Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
 5  historic resources.  And again, there is a much more
 6  comprehensive list that can be found on the project
 7  website.  So this overview of the permit shows why the
 8  various federal and State agencies are involved in the
 9  EIS.  And I will now turn to the milestones of the EIS.
10            Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
11  preparing an EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows six
12  major steps that will be taken from now through November
13  of 2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
14  Register on December 14th of last year, and that initiated
15  the EIS.  Scoping began on that date, and it continues
16  through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public
17  meetings and other methods to provide information and
18  gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.
19            After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
20  cooperating agencies using information from the scoping
21  process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus
22  any additional studies that they deem necessary, and
23  they'll use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is
24  estimated to be completed by August 2014.  And I'd like to
25  emphasize that that's an estimated date.  The date could
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 1  shift.
 2            Once the draft EIS is completed, there will be
 3  an opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, and
 4  that will be -- estimated time frame is August through
 5  November of 2014.  At that time you will be able to see
 6  how comments from the scoping period were addressed, and
 7  there will be another round of public meetings and there
 8  will again be opportunities to submit comments on the
 9  draft EIS.
10            The draft EIS and the comments that are received
11  will -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare
12  the final EIS, and that's expected to be completed around
13  October 2015.  The various agencies that have permitting
14  authorities will then use the final EIS in their
15  permitting decisions, and each agency will prepare their
16  own Record of Decision around November or December of
17  2015.
18            Note the gold-colored circles.  These refer to
19  the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period
20  and the draft EIS comment period.  And these are the best
21  opportunities to provide input and make sure that your
22  comments are heard.
23            The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
24  information and to listen to residents in the affected
25  region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The
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 1  first is to provide information about the EIS milestones,
 2  and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an
 3  idea of the time frame involved.
 4            The second is to share information about the
 5  proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
 6  presentation.  And information is also available on the
 7  project website and in the newsletters that have been
 8  mailed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the
 9  future.
10            The last two purposes are to identify issues and
11  concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106
12  process, and to identify useful information from
13  communities.  And that's what we are counting on you for
14  to help us with these.  What would you like to see
15  addressed in the EIS and do you have information that we
16  can use to make informed decisions, informed permitting
17  decisions.
18            This is a schedule of our scoping meetings.
19  It's slipped some or changed somewhat from the beginning
20  when we started giving the meetings because of some
21  weather problems, but so far in January we had meetings in
22  Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage.  In
23  February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,
24  Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  This month we so
25  far have been in Emmonak and St. Mary's last week.  And
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 1  today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually
 2  be in Kipnuk rather than Kongiganak.
 3            This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme
 4  represents the many subregions of the project area and
 5  helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  For
 6  example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
 7  villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this
 8  subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's
 9  the closest community to the mine site, and also in Aniak
10  because it's a subregional hub.  For the other subregions,
11  our meetings are similarly being held -- have been and
12  will be held in the subregional hubs.
13                  MR. BRELSFORD: Before you move on, do you
14  want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?
15                  MR. KUHLE: Sure.  Do we have -- if
16  anybody would like to ask questions about the EIS process
17  at this time before we go into the project description
18  more.
19                  MS. JUDI WALKER: The EIS you are talking
20  about, is it already started or it's in the working --
21                  MR. KUHLE: Yes, it's already started.  It
22  began, and December 14th was when the notice was
23  published, and that began the EIS process.  And the
24  first -- the first phase of the EIS is the scoping
25  process, and that's what we are doing right now, having
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 1  the scoping meetings, one of which is, you know, this
 2  meeting here tonight.
 3                  MS. JUDI WALKER: And all those villages
 4  you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?
 5  Or why are there so many villages?
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Well, they are all the
 7  villages that are -- that could potentially be affected
 8  that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and
 9  it includes not only the mine site, but also the pipeline
10  and navigation along the Kuskokwim River.  So pretty much
11  any villages along the Kuskokwim could potentially be
12  affected.  Communities on the Yukon, you know, because of
13  socioeconomic effects, could potentially be affected.
14            So that's what we did was looked at, you know,
15  the entire project area, all the elements that, you
16  know -- not just the mine, but the pipeline and the
17  additional navigation on the Kuskokwim River and looked at
18  any communities that we felt could potentially be
19  affected.  And so, then, that was a total of 66
20  communities.  And within those we identified those that
21  were within the AVCP subregions.  We identified, you know,
22  a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones
23  that we are having the scoping meetings in.
24                  MR. BRELSFORD: Then there were two Doyon
25  subregions, McGrath and Holy Cross.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  I'm sorry.  Yes, there
 2  was also two Doyon subregions.
 3                  MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: In the
 4  future are you guys going to have something planned like
 5  the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek from here?  Is there
 6  anything --
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Anything planned?
 8                  MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Anything
 9  planned, like barging or --
10                  MR. KUHLE: Well, the mine will actually
11  not directly affect the Yukon drainage.  There is no
12  plans -- I mean, what we are presenting tonight is a
13  proposal as presented to us from Donlin Gold.
14                  MR. BRELSFORD: Don, this -- it's a really
15  good question.  The EIS is supposed to take a holistic
16  look, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold Mine,
17  and we are supposed to look ahead at potential future
18  projects that might interact with the Donlin Gold Mine, so
19  we have recently seen some design discussions from the
20  Alaska Department of Transportation --
21                  MR. KUHLE: Did we lose the phone here
22  or --
23                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think we are going to
24  have to hang it up.  I'll try and dial it back in in a
25  second.  So there is a thing called cumulative effects,
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 1  like future effects, and this potential road between the
 2  Yukon and the Kuskokwim and the Paimiut Slough area would
 3  be an example of a future project that we would need to
 4  look into.  So I think that's one possible project
 5  relating to the Yukon River.  It may make a difference in
 6  barge traffic, things of that sort.  That's one that we
 7  are going to have to learn more about and look at in the
 8  EIS itself.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: We will hold on a minute.  We
10  lost our teleconference.
11                  MR. BRELSFORD: Don, I think we are the
12  only ones on the line.  I think that may have been Cindi
13  hanging up, but we will keep the line open just in case.
14                  MR. EUGENE PAUL: And with you talking
15  about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was --
16  that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself,
17  right?  You guys ain't using any of State funding to have
18  them put something in, like the road and stuff because,
19  you know, when we did do a State meeting before, the
20  village can put a resolution in that we did not want a
21  road built by the State of Alaska because it's open public
22  access when we build a road with State funding.  And that
23  brings in a lot of people that would be able to come into
24  our lands and hunt, bring drugs and alcohol, all these
25  things that really affect these big communities down there
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 1  that we are -- we are --
 2            I sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs
 3  and we are doing a study.  And we are studying -- there is
 4  a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the
 5  highways are able to connect to these villages.  And we
 6  were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John
 7  Muller, and we were talking about how we could use our
 8  tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our
 9  communities.
10            And I was wondering, with this gas line that you
11  guys are proposing and this road that's coming from the
12  Kuskokwim to the Yukon side, is that going to be through
13  State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?
14                  MR. KUHLE: Everything proposed so far
15  would be funded by Donlin.  Now the pipeline, the future
16  of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know,
17  other communities could create a utility and somehow --
18  because it would be a common carrier, so I'm not sure, you
19  know, if there would be any issues with that in the
20  future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know,
21  something that we could look at.  You know, it's -- you
22  know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will
23  consider that.  But at this time, the pipeline as proposed
24  is, you know, proposed by Donlin.  It would be constructed
25  by Donlin.  It would be -- you know, I guess at this point
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 1  it would be their pipeline.
 2            Any other questions before we move on to the
 3  details of the project?
 4            Okay.  Now we are moving on to the mining
 5  project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, it is
 6  Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers
 7  project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
 8  cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their
 9  permitting decisions.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership
10  between two large international mining companies, Barrick
11  Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located
12  on lands owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
13  Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim
14  Corporation is the surface owner.
15            As you can see, it's a very large project.  It's
16  expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
17  for an estimated mining life of 27 and a half years,
18  during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore
19  each day.
20            We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
21  be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
22  Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK
23  Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
24  might be affected by the project.  For many communities
25  the project might affect lands and resources that are used
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 1  for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The
 2  project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
 3  with many permits required and many agencies involved.
 4            The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the
 5  timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked
 6  on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16
 7  years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We
 8  are now entering the three-year permitting period, the
 9  first step of which is holding the scoping meetings.  And
10  at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies will
11  decide to issue or to deny their permits.
12            If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can
13  proceed with three to four years of construction and an
14  estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  And at the
15  conclusion of the active life of the mine, Donlin Gold
16  would be responsible for closure and reclamation.  And
17  this would include decommissioning the mill facilities and
18  the pipeline, covering over the waste treatment or
19  tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock
20  storage facilities.  The land would then be recontoured
21  and native vegetation would be planted.
22            We will pause for a minute for any questions if
23  anybody has any so far.
24                  MS. JUDI WALKER: And your map shows it
25  will take 60 years for the vegetation to grow.  How do you
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 1  know that with the environment changing so much?
 2                  MR. KUHLE: For how long it will take the
 3  vegetation --
 4                  MS. JUDI WALKER: Well, the map said up to
 5  60 years after to try to grow it back.  With the weather
 6  changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Well, the -- you know, that's
 8  based on current information and studies that have been
 9  done and current knowledge of the area.  That's
10  information -- you know, Donlin has been doing a lot of
11  studies.  They provided information to us.  The purpose of
12  the EIS process is to look at the information that they
13  provided to us.  URS, the third-party contractor, you
14  know, has experts that will look at the information that
15  Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or
16  if any other studies are done or more information is
17  needed.  And that's the information that will go into
18  preparing the draft EIS.
19                  MR. BRELSFORD: So it's a very good point
20  that the future might not be the same as the things we can
21  look back over the last 40, 50 years and observe.  Forest
22  fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and
23  revegetation, that's something that the scientists have
24  studied a fair bit, but that's backwards looking.
25            And so I think we do have to be open-minded
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 1  about the potential for change in climate systems or in
 2  precipitation, rain and snowfall.  Those things could well
 3  change in the decade, the generation to come.  And I think
 4  we will try to do our best in the technical analysis, but
 5  it's another time to really emphasize the importance of
 6  the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say
 7  that doesn't look convincing.  That's not accurate.
 8  That's not careful enough.
 9            We really want to say this is a long project.
10  The EIS review, it's three years because we need to look
11  at a lot of different questions about the mine project,
12  about the ecology of the region.  So we are going to have
13  to do it one step at a time.  What we are doing right now
14  is getting the questions on the table, and then a little
15  over a year from now when we come back to the communities
16  we will try and have a good analysis of those.  But there
17  will be some holes in our draft EIS, and that's where your
18  comments on the draft will help us to be even more
19  accurate by the time of the final permit decisions.
20                  MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
21  move on?
22            Okay.  Now we will turn to the major components
23  of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and
24  the power plant.  The pipeline would be buried.  It would
25  not be up on supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline
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 1  System, so it would be a cold pipeline.  It would not
 2  generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
 3  pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
 4  horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
 5  center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
 6  technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
 7  three forks of the George River.
 8            The image of the block valve on the right side
 9  of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would
10  not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
11  subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed
12  every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for
13  monitoring and maintenance.  The construction process
14  would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The
15  design would allow access, but after construction there
16  would be no improved access for vehicles and no bridges at
17  water crossings.
18            This slide shows that the pipeline would start
19  at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
20  along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
21  River Valley and continue west to the mine site near
22  Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
23  State lands, 34 percent BLM lands and ten percent Native
24  corporation lands.
25            The blue segment in the center of the map there
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 1  is an alternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid
 2  the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would separate
 3  from the originally proposed alignment at milepost 105 and
 4  rejoin at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified the
 5  Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
 6  will be examined during geotechnical investigations this
 7  coming summer.
 8            This slide slows the project components at the
 9  mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.
10  Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
11  1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
12  1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings impoundment,
13  technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.
14  It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
15  square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like
16  material that is left after the gold has been removed from
17  the mill.
18            Number three is the waste rock facility, which
19  would cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock
20  that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These
21  major facilities support the mill, which would process
22  59,000 tons of ore per day.
23            This is an overview of the major transportation
24  infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
25  facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river
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 1  barges.  There would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk
 2  for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged
 3  upriver, and from there they would be trucked to the mine
 4  site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also be a
 5  new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a
 6  40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine
 7  site.
 8            The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
 9  extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
10  1,500 feet back from the bank for a total 26 acres.  And
11  the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
12  the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.
13  The fuel barges would be double-hulled.
14            The navigation season would average 110 days per
15  year.  There would be about three barge tow passings per
16  day.  That could be two up and one down or one up and two
17  down, meaning that anywhere that you might be along the
18  riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.
19  And each tow would be pushing four barges.  There would be
20  an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.
21  Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges
22  would carry 173,000 tons each.  And the shipping season,
23  the barge tow frequency and the number of barge loads
24  would be roughly the same both during construction and
25  during operations of the mine itself.
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 1            Additional infrastructure includes the
 2  construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
 3  construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does
 4  include some smaller remote camps for pipeline
 5  construction.  Permanent camp would have 600 beds and
 6  support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
 7  shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
 8  workforce would be on site at any given time.
 9            Do we have any questions at this point?  I'll
10  pause for a minute.
11                  MS. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: I have a
12  question.  Is there a backup plan in case something goes
13  into Crooked Creek, like something major happens?  Do you
14  have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering
15  Crooked Creek from going into the Kuskokwim?
16                  MR. KUHLE: Donlin has, you know,
17  submitted a lot of information and, you know, they will
18  have contingency plans for -- I know like for the
19  navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the
20  Kuskokwim River, they have details on there on how they
21  would deal with if there were to be any release of diesel
22  fuel or any other kind of a spill.  And again, that's the
23  type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS.  We
24  will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have
25  submitted.  And, you know, URS as the contractor will
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 1  evaluate that information.
 2            As I was explaining before, that's the EIS
 3  process.  They will look at what's submitted, determine if
 4  additional information is needed, and then they will do an
 5  analysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.
 6                  MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Another
 7  question I have is on the jobs, the only people that's
 8  going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista
 9  because that's their land, you know.  Is there any plans
10  for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?
11                  MR. KUHLE: I guess it's pretty much up to
12  Donlin.  You know, they are the ones that will be
13  having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.
14  But they are -- you know, as was mentioned earlier -- as
15  Sarah mentioned, there will be a health impact assessment,
16  and they will be looking at the effects on the local
17  communities.  It will be looked at in the socioeconomic
18  aspects in the EIS.  It's a good comment to make.  You
19  know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.
20            But again, our permits -- we are evaluating the
21  EIS for the purpose of issuing our permits, and we can't
22  tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty
23  much their hiring process.  But you know, the
24  socioeconomic effects will be considered in the EIS.
25                  MR. BRELSFORD: So where Don ended, we


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (6) Pages 22 - 25







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Holy Cross March 20, 2013


Page 26


 1  have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the
 2  Calista region, but also including neighboring communities
 3  potentially affected by the project.  We have to evaluate
 4  that.  I just wanted to mention that when I had looked at
 5  some of the newsletters from Donlin, they were trying to
 6  do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH
 7  communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwim, the McGrath,
 8  Nikolai, Telida, Takotna area.  I don't know exactly how
 9  successful that has been, but I think their plan, the way
10  they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokwim
11  and then the middle Yukon River in this outreach for
12  hiring.
13                  MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
14  move on?
15                  MR. LEROY PETERS: You know, when you get
16  this project going on in the future, you know, you know,
17  all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek mine,
18  you know.  You know, I think the Donlin Gold mine should
19  send out the newsletter -- I mean, we got the newsletter
20  and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our
21  people around the GASH region trained up, what kind of
22  jobs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can
23  get them ready.  You know what I mean?
24                  MR. KUHLE: To get the information out
25  there ahead of time so you can prepare your younger people
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 1  for --
 2                  MR. LEROY PETERS: Yeah.  That way we can
 3  get the people employed around the GASH region, you know,
 4  what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mine, like
 5  maintenance or electrical work or carpentry or anything
 6  like that because, you know, we got lots of operators
 7  around our region, you know.  And you know, I'd like to
 8  see that happen in the future, you know.  I know it's
 9  Calista land and Kuskokwim land.  They own the surface and
10  everything like that, but it seems like we are left out in
11  the forest, you know.  And you know, it would be a good
12  plan if they could come up with some kind of deal to make
13  sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area,
14  you know.
15                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Well, that's a good
16  comment.  And as Taylor mentioned, I know Donlin has been
17  doing some outreach, but I guess that's a good comment to
18  make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they will
19  be seeing the comments -- in fact, all the comments we
20  receive will eventually be on our website, so it's a good
21  comment to make.  Thank you.
22            Any other questions before we move on?
23            Okay.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the
24  scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So
25  we will now turn to several slides with examples of those
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 1  issues and concerns.
 2            One major area is water resources.  The project
 3  is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
 4  water, but there will still be some concerns.  And
 5  examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other
 6  surface waters would be diverted away from and around
 7  mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to
 8  avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as
 9  part of the mining process and could affect base flows of
10  nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the
11  pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again
12  affect nearby streams.
13            And some of the rock, when exposed to the
14  elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste
15  rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
16  managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine
17  site.
18            Air quality is also important, and this slide
19  shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
20  sources of emissions, including a large number of large
21  mining vehicles.  There will be a 227-megawatt power plant
22  and dust created by removing and processing the
23  overburden, waste rock and ore.  These could all produce
24  emissions.
25            Climate change is a growing concern and will
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 1  need to be considered because large amounts of
 2  hydrocarbons will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in
 3  several areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive
 4  mercury could be release by exposing it during mining.
 5  Mercury stack emissions could occur during the milling
 6  process.  So any mercury co-product would require careful
 7  storage and transport.
 8            Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
 9  materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
10  response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.
11  Other major issues and concerns include wetlands,
12  vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence
13  and traditional land use.
14            The proposed project would affect a total of
15  16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at
16  the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000
17  acres are along the pipeline route.  These areas would be
18  impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation removal or
19  other disturbances.
20            And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  There
21  would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or reduced habitat
22  functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there
23  would also be direct disturbance of individual animals.
24            We have already discussed barge traffic and
25  noted that there would be a substantial increase.  And
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 1  subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by
 2  the loss of lands to development.
 3            Here are some more examples of issues and
 4  concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
 5  cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge
 6  new workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400
 7  duration permanent operations of the mine.  This would
 8  bring in new employment and income, but also many effects
 9  on community life and human health.  Historical and
10  archeological sites and traditional cultural properties
11  that exist in the area might be disturbed or destroyed.
12  Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod
13  trail, might be affected by new structures and mining
14  operations.
15            So to conclude, we know that this proposed
16  project and land and resources are important, and we would
17  like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
18  involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
19  important thing by being here today and participating in
20  the scoping meeting.
21            To find more information and to submit a comment
22  form, you can visit the project website at
23  donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone
24  number and e-mail address are on the slide.
25            For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of
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 1  Engineers' tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone
 2  number and e-mail address are also on the slide.  Amanda
 3  and I have had two tribal teleconferences so far to
 4  discuss cooperating agency status or
 5  government-to-government consultation.  And we expect to
 6  have other teleconferences with the tribes.  Tribal
 7  governments have the opportunity to enter into
 8  government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
 9  process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS
10  process.
11            So we would now like to hear if there is any
12  remaining questions and any comments you may have.  We
13  would like to document your comments carefully, so please
14  state your name before you speak.
15            Here are some ideas about the type of comments
16  that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking
17  for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the
18  EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and effects on
19  resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you may have
20  on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any
21  important information available in your particular
22  community.  If you do have written comments that you read,
23  we would ask that you please leave a copy with our court
24  recorder so we have it for the record.
25            So with that, I'll ask if there is any further
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 1  questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody
 2  wants to make a prepared statement.
 3                  MS. JUDI WALKER: That's a lot to stomach.
 4  I guess my biggest concern is I was born and raised in
 5  this community, and my ancestors come from here.  And the
 6  land has always been close to our hearts because it -- we
 7  depend on it so much.  And to listen to all your chemical
 8  talk and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no
 9  guarantee for it not to happen.  We are already losing our
10  salmon, for whatever reasons we don't know.
11            And my concern is the barges coming down.  We
12  have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes more
13  sandbars and stuff like that.
14            If a community decides not to go with Donlin
15  Creek, what happens?  Do you -- what do you do?  Move
16  away, don't come back?  Or do you find other alternatives
17  or routes to go through?
18                  MR. KUHLE: I'm not sure I quite follow.
19  You say if a community decides --
20                  MS. JUDI WALKER: Not to go along, do we
21  have a say in that?  Because I -- I'm really not for
22  touching the land around the Deloycheet region and Doyon
23  region.
24                  MR. KUHLE: Just to clarify your question,
25  if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is
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 1  that the question?
 2                  MS. JUDI WALKER: Yeah.
 3                  MR. KUHLE: Well, the way -- you know, we
 4  are preparing the EIS to look at all the potential impacts
 5  and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to make
 6  permitting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers,
 7  but the other cooperating agencies.
 8            So there is -- so the EIS process will help to
 9  identify impacts, and that way we will decide if we can
10  issue our permits or not for the project as they have
11  proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can
12  modify it to avoid those impacts.  So it would be through
13  the permitting process as to whether or not the project
14  can proceed.  It would have to have -- as it showed, there
15  is a -- there is a huge number of permits, both State and
16  federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those
17  permits.  And, you know, those are all, you know, aimed at
18  protecting various resources.
19            So you know, I guess one community, you know, we
20  will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those
21  concerns.  If somebody just comes and says I'm opposed to
22  the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going
23  to keep the project moving forward, but if you identify
24  some issues that are unacceptable impacts that could
25  potentially prevent us from issuing a permit, but we would
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 1  have to go through this process first.
 2            Did that just confuse you more?
 3                  MS. JUDI WALKER: No.  It just doesn't
 4  sound like very promising.  My next concern is how are all
 5  these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going
 6  to benefit from this, aside from the economy and jobs and
 7  stuff like that?  Once you guys pack up and leave and then
 8  there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever could
 9  be gone.  You know, those are future issues that I think
10  about because I have a great-granddaughter, and I'm going
11  to have more descendents following me.  And I want them to
12  have what I have.  And that's my biggest concern.  How are
13  we going to benefit?  Is all this profits going out of
14  state or is it going to The Kuskokwim Corporation, or what
15  do we get out of it?
16                  MR. KUHLE: Well, again, that's what we
17  are evaluating.  And you said "when we are gone."  I
18  guess, again, I need to emphasize that, you know, it's not
19  the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating
20  agencies that's going to be, you know, building this
21  project.  It's Donlin Gold.  And we're here to identify,
22  you know, concerns and issues.  And you know, our goal is
23  to avoid those impacts that you are talking about.  You
24  know, we will be looking at not only the environmental
25  effects, but the socioeconomic effects, as well.
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think often the people
 2  in the villages take the long view, like not just a few
 3  years that the mine would operate, but what happens after.
 4  And that's kind of the question you are asking.  When we
 5  were in Crooked Creek a few months ago, people recommended
 6  that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil
 7  Mine and kind of the employment boom and then what
 8  happened when the mine closed.  So I think that's like a
 9  little case study from the region that we are going to try
10  and go interview some of the people to talk about.
11            There is a lot of concern in the literature now
12  about boom-and-bust cycles, what happens after a big, big
13  project.  And I don't think we have answers to that
14  tonight, but I'm just saying that that's a really good way
15  to think about the long-term, a question that we really
16  need to work on.  And some of the other communities have
17  been raising that same kind of concern.
18                  MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: I have a
19  concern.  You guys are -- in your EIS you guys are
20  studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there.  And
21  anything can happen in the drainage.  [indecipherable]  If
22  anything happened, if there is like a break or something,
23  would anything drain into the Iditarod River?  And that
24  comes right down the Shag and the Innoko and it comes past
25  Shag and comes down the river.  And that's right -- that's
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 1  right behind the mine.  You guys studied on that?
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: So this is a question
 3  about kind of the topography, the mountains, the ridges,
 4  the valleys.  The Donlin Project is two or three ridges
 5  inside the divide between the Kuskokwim and the Yukon
 6  River.  So I think when -- at this point from the
 7  engineering and the distances, it looks like all of the --
 8  if there is a problem and discharge into the creeks, it
 9  would be on the Kuskokwim side into Crooked Creek and
10  draining down towards the Kuskokwim, not north over the
11  height of land and into the Innoko or any of the --
12  Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the
13  Yukon River.  I'm sorry that we don't have a really good
14  enough map at the right scale for us to look at that
15  together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside
16  the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwim River and not
17  extending into the Yukon River drainage.
18                  MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Thank you.
19  And then another question, with all these concerns of the
20  people along the Kuskokwim, all the barges going up the
21  river, and then how are they going to go about their
22  subsistence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?
23  And what are you guys doing to take that into
24  consideration?  Because that's a lot of -- that's a lot of
25  fishing, you know, a lot of salmon going up.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: Again, we have heard that
 2  concern before, and it will be looked at again.  Donlin
 3  has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge
 4  traffic, and I don't have the answer, you know, as far as
 5  exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this
 6  time.  But it's -- you know, it is something -- that issue
 7  has been raised in another -- in a number of the other
 8  scoping meetings, so it's definitely going to be, you
 9  know, looked at and addressed.  I don't have the answer
10  right now, though.
11                  MR. LEROY PETERS: On that pipeline, you
12  mentioned that they are going to put it underground.  I
13  don't think that's a very good idea.  And you know, what
14  is the diameter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is
15  the pipe going to be, you know?  Because you know, I know
16  that we can have future accidents in the future when those
17  pipes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or something
18  like that, maybe have a bust in the pipe.  And I really
19  don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the
20  ground, you know.
21            And you know, you got to deal with the
22  corporation.  You got to deal with the corporations and
23  the Calista land and whatever has got the right-of-way,
24  passing the Native allotments and everything like that,
25  you know.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: Yeah, actually, yes, the
 2  diameter, I believe it's a 14-inch-diameter pipe.  And one
 3  of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous
 4  Materials Safety Administration, and they will be the
 5  agency that will be looking at that and the safety of it.
 6  And Donlin has already -- in their design has submitted --
 7  or their application submitted some of the safety
 8  features.  They plan to have a check valve every 20 miles,
 9  and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it,
10  routine maintenance.  They will run pigs down it.
11            So they are thinking along the lines of safety.
12  And again, you know, the PHMSA, or the Pipeline and
13  Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be
14  primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the
15  pipeline.
16                  MR. LEROY PETERS: Another comment I would
17  like to make about the barge lines running up and down the
18  Kuskokwim, you know, we run into that problem at fall
19  time; some years the water gets really low and the barges
20  can't make it in through the main channel.  And I know the
21  Kuskokwim River, once it starts dropping, the water drops
22  down, it's like out of sight the month of July and
23  whatever.  It's a really a good time to make all this back
24  and forth right after breakup and all the materials that
25  you guys need.  You might run into that problem in the
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 1  future in fall time when the water gets too low.  You
 2  know, sometimes the barges get stuck and whatever, you
 3  know.  You got to keep that in mind, too, you know, just
 4  to protect that Kuskokwim River that nothing will happen
 5  in the future.  You know, that's another picture to take a
 6  look at.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  And yes, we
 8  are well aware of that.  We have heard that in many
 9  communities, and there is going to have to be a real close
10  look and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure
11  out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or
12  what would need to be done in the event of low water.
13            Other questions?
14                  MS. JUDI WALKER: I'd like to know what
15  the State and BLM people have to say about this, if they
16  are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they
17  supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?
18                  MR. ALAN BITTNER: As far as BLM is
19  concerned, it's the same as Don has said:  We are not for
20  or against it.  We are processing a right-of-way for a
21  pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM.  And so
22  as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are
23  weighing in, and we do have some of the same concerns.  We
24  have some of the same concerns about other facets of the
25  project like the river and the barge traffic and the level
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 1  of the water, things like that.
 2            So we are making our own comments to the project
 3  about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against
 4  it.  And we are looking at the part that we have to permit
 5  or we have to allow is the -- what would be the lands that
 6  the pipeline crosses.
 7                  MS. YODER: And for the State, for the
 8  health impact assessment, we are not issuing any permits,
 9  but we are also not for or against the project, but we are
10  looking at any potential positive and negative health
11  effects.  And then in our process we rank those health --
12  those potential health effects and we try to propose ways
13  to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on,
14  you know, hiring in different regions.  And then we also
15  propose recommendations and things that can be done to
16  decrease any health effects.  So ours is not a required
17  process for the health impact assessment, however, but we
18  are doing our best to get our report into the EIS.
19                  MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: I have one
20  more question.  You guys are going to be the ones that say
21  if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all
22  over the region?
23                  MR. KUHLE: The question is, are we the
24  ones that are going to allow them to move forward with the
25  project?
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 1                  MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Yes.  After
 2  hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you
 3  know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.
 4  How are you going to address those concerns?
 5                  MR. KUHLE: Well, the Corps of Engineers
 6  has, you know, two major permits for the project.  The
 7  other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLM for one
 8  and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is
 9  a large number of permits.  So the project won't be able
10  to move forward until they have obtained all the required
11  permits.  And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EIS is
12  just one part of our review process.
13            It's under the National Environmental Policy Act
14  that we are required to do this EIS because of a potential
15  significant effect on the quality of the human
16  environment.  We also have to comply with section 404 of
17  the Clean Water Act which, as I mentioned earlier,
18  requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are
19  required to select the least environmentally damaging
20  alternative.
21            And we also do for all of our permits what's
22  known as a public interest review.  So you know, we will
23  look at the proposed project and all the potential
24  effects, you know, including all different facets -- you
25  know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we will make
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 1  our permit decision based on the EIS, the 404(b)(1)
 2  guidelines, and our public interest review.  So that's
 3  just the Corps of Engineers.  So you know, if we find that
 4  it, you know, meets all the requirements, you know, then
 5  we will issue our permit.
 6            But again, there is, you know, all these other
 7  agencies, as well.  So it's not just -- it's not just the
 8  Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can
 9  go ahead with your project.  It's -- you know, they have
10  to get permits from all these other agencies, as well.
11                  MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Thank you.
12                  MR. LEROY PETERS: You know, does this
13  have some kind of impact around the Donlin Creek Mine, you
14  know?  Like I'm talking about -- talking about the animals
15  like the moose and the bears and all kinds of animals that
16  hang around this area.  Do you see anything like they get
17  infected or something like that?  Because I heard in the
18  past one time I went down to a meeting down at St. Mary's,
19  the Clean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some
20  Kuskokwim people at the meeting, and they said that Donlin
21  Creek Mine is affecting the animals around the -- around
22  the area.
23            And you know, I know for a fact this one elderly
24  lady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into
25  a moose and the moose didn't even have no hair in some
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 1  parts of the body, you know.  I was kind of wondering
 2  about that.  You know, do you do a study on the animals
 3  and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek Mine,
 4  you know?  Does it have an effect on them or do they get
 5  disease or lose their hair or --
 6                  MR. KUHLE: I'm not aware of anything like
 7  that as far as moose losing their hair but, you know,
 8  Donlin has been doing baseline studies, you know, on
 9  wildlife and fish.  And that information has been
10  submitted with their permits.  And Donlin -- I'm sorry --
11  URS, you know, has their specialists.  Their wildlife
12  people, you know, have looked at that information to
13  determine if it's adequate or not.  And they have
14  identified areas where additional information is needed
15  and additional studies are needed now and in the future.
16  You know, that's what we will be using.
17            I guess if you have specific information
18  regarding, you know, animals in the area that have been
19  adversely affected, that would be good, you know,
20  information to submit with your comments and we could
21  certainly look at that.  But you know, it's not something
22  that I'm aware of at this time.  But you know, that's --
23  again, the purpose of our scoping is to find information,
24  you know, especially information from the local
25  communities that are close to the area where they have,
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 1  you know, specific information that we might not otherwise
 2  be aware of.  So if, you know, you have instances or
 3  examples of that, we would like to hear about it.
 4                  MR. LEROY PETERS: Yeah.  I think they
 5  need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in
 6  the future, you know.  And another thing, too, I'd like to
 7  bring up, too, in the Kuskokwim sampling of the water, you
 8  know, I think that they should monitor that about every
 9  time the barges go up and down the river, take a sample of
10  the water, you know, make sure no mercury or radiation is
11  leaking out from that mine, you know, and affecting their
12  resources and the fish and everything like that, you know,
13  because I notice that lots of people are catching cancer
14  all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokwim
15  and the Yukon side, too, you know.  And I think to myself
16  it might be coming from the air quality, too, and from the
17  [indecipherable] or whatever that floats around in that
18  mine, you know.  That's what I'm concerned about.
19                  MR. KUHLE: Well, there certainly will be
20  monitoring, and I guess we will note your comment that you
21  think it should be done after every barge.  But there will
22  be monitoring.  I guess I don't know the details at this
23  time.
24                  MR. LEROY PETERS: Okay.  Thank you.  --
25                  MR. KUHLE: Other comments or questions?
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 1  Yes.
 2                  MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF: We have our
 3  school up here.  When things are going to happen in our
 4  area, we would like to let the children know from K
 5  through 12 what's going on around us.  After all your
 6  scoping is almost done, or finished, is it going to be
 7  available on a DVD to send to the classrooms so kids who
 8  didn't hear it from their parents or didn't hear it
 9  whenever someone was here, they could look at it in their
10  classroom and talk about it?  Because they worry a lot,
11  too.  They worry about our environment and what's going to
12  happen to -- our Yukon River is moving way over there.
13  They are worried about that.
14            So they are aware of what's going on, but I want
15  to know if you are going to have anything available to
16  teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to
17  have a mine to let them know.  And it looks like it's
18  going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to
19  take coursework in the classroom or go on to a trade
20  school or university and be hired.
21                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Well, all the, you
22  know, information from the scoping meetings will be
23  summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually
24  be available on the website.  I guess that's a good
25  suggestion.  I mean, it's a vast amount of information.
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 1  You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put
 2  together and something that we will consider.  Thank you.
 3                  MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF: The reason for a
 4  DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that long.
 5  That's why a DVD is faster and simpler for that reason.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Other
 7  comments or questions?  If not, I guess I'll wrap it up
 8  here.  We will be around here for a little bit if anybody
 9  wants to talk to us directly.  Again, there is lots of
10  information on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.
11  And also if you -- as I said, my phone number and e-mail,
12  they are -- they were on the slide here.  I'd be glad to
13  give them to you.  They are also in the newsletters that
14  were mailed out.  I believe there are some copies on
15  the -- at the back of the room.  So thanks for coming.
16            Did you have anything?
17                  MR. BRELSFORD: I just wanted to add thank
18  you for the hospitality.  We know that people see a lot of
19  meetings come and go, but this is really an important
20  project for the region, so setting aside an evening to
21  talk with you us is really helpful.  I want to emphasize
22  that we really do listen and take seriously the hard
23  questions that you are asking and we hope to come up with
24  careful answers by the time we come back to see you in a
25  little over a year.  This was really constructive
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 1  discussion, so thanks to folks.  It's great to see Angela
 2  again.  I can't remember when we were at a subsistence
 3  council meeting.
 4             (Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m.)
 5 
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2              (Invocation offered by Judi Walker.)
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  Good evening and welcome to
  


 4   the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
  


 5   environmental impact statement.  We will be referring to
  


 6   it as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of
  


 7   Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also
  


 8   here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the
  


 9   contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They
  


10   are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be
  


11   helping me with the presentation.  We also have a court
  


12   recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a
  


13   transcript of the meeting for the record.
  


14             This is the agenda for today, just to provide an
  


15   idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will talk
  


16   about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS
  


17   project milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic
  


18   overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
  


19   And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
  


20   inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,
  


21   and we will tell you how to do that.
  


22             Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If
  


23   you have questions or comments, though, please state your
  


24   name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
  


25   meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation
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 1   for questions and statements that you may wish to make.
  


 2             We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
  


 3   mine project that will require federal and State permits.
  


 4   And in order to comply with the National Environmental
  


 5   Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
  


 6   impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
  


 7   proponent nor an opponent of the project.  It's Donlin
  


 8   Gold's project, and the EIS will be used for making permit
  


 9   decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping
  


10   meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
  


11             Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
  


12   involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
  


13   under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
  


14   Corps will work closely with any affected tribes through
  


15   government-to-government consultation.
  


16             This map gives an orientation to the project
  


17   area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
  


18   of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
  


19   the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little
  


20   development to date and no existing roads to the region.
  


21   The map shows that existing transportation and energy
  


22   infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
  


23   Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new
  


24   infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It would
  


25   be all subject to permitting before the project could
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 1   proceed.
  


 2             This map gives an idea of the logistics and
  


 3   supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
  


 4   logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from
  


 5   west coast ports.  Fuel would be delivered -- I'm sorry --
  


 6   transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to
  


 7   barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo
  


 8   supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river
  


 9   barges.  And the fuel and supplies would then be barged
  


10   upriver and off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk.
  


11   And there would also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet to
  


12   bring in natural gas.
  


13             The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
  


14   requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
  


15   affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
  


16   case Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits
  


17   under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
  


18   the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And issuance of these permits
  


19   would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
  


20   evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
  


21   project.
  


22             The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
  


23   regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
  


24   to make their permit decisions.  And in addition to
  


25   complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
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 1   complete a public interest review and an analysis under
  


 2   section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires
  


 3   that we select the least environmentally damaging
  


 4   practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
  


 5   information for these analyses into the EIS, as well.
  


 6             This slide shows that many agencies, tribes, and
  


 7   a region organization will work together on the EIS.
  


 8   Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
  


 9   permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.
  


10   And as I said previously, the EIS will be used by the
  


11   agencies to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will
  


12   not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities
  


13   and processes.
  


14             We have a few of our cooperating agency
  


15   representatives with us, and I'd like to allow them to
  


16   introduce themselves and say a few words about their roles
  


17   in the EIS project.  We have two agencies in the room and
  


18   one on the phone.  I'll ask BLM first.  Alan Bittner.
  


19                   MR. BITTNER:  Hi.  My name is Alan
  


20   Bittner.  I'm the field manager for the Anchorage field
  


21   office, and that covers any BLM involved in this project.
  


22   And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's
  


23   near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from
  


24   the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's
  


25   the thing that will cross some BLM lands and the major


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







7


  
 1   thing that we will have to review during this process.
  


 2             So also with me today is Bruce Seppi, our
  


 3   wildlife biologist, sitting back here.  And so we can
  


 4   certainly answer and field any questions later related to
  


 5   that pipeline if you have them.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Alan.  And with
  


 7   the State of Alaska we have Sarah Yoder.
  


 8                   MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Don said, my
  


 9   name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of
  


10   Health and Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact
  


11   Assessment Program, and we are involved with this project
  


12   to look at the potential positive and negative health
  


13   effects of the project.  And we won't be doing permitting,
  


14   but we will have a final report that will be an appendix
  


15   to the EIS.
  


16             Additionally, there are other State agencies
  


17   cooperating with the EIS process.  Department of Natural
  


18   Resources and Department of Environmental Conservation and
  


19   Department of Fish & Game are also involved.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Sarah.  And on
  


21   the teleconference we have Cindi Godsey with EPA.  Cindi?
  


22                   MS. GODSEY:  Hi.  I'm EPA's Alaska mining
  


23   coordinator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects
  


24   like hydrology and geochemistry and water quality and, of
  


25   course, experience in tribal consultation.  And so the
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 1   Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our
  


 2   experience in other mining projects in the state.  And
  


 3   although we don't have any permit actions of our own, we
  


 4   do have oversight over the Corps' permitting, as well as
  


 5   the State's permitting of the air and water quality
  


 6   permits.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindi.  The
  


 8   Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits and
  


 9   consultation, and this slide provides several examples,
  


10   and I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the
  


11   rest yourselves.  Since the project would place fill in
  


12   wetlands and other waters of the U.S., the Corps will need
  


13   to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not
  


14   to authorize that fill.  And since a portion of the
  


15   project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to
  


16   evaluate a right-of-way application.  And you can find a
  


17   much more comprehensive list of required permits in the
  


18   Donlin Gold permit application, which can be found on the
  


19   project website at donlingoldeis.com.
  


20             This slide slows that there are also many
  


21   permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
  


22   over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
  


23   State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would
  


24   evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of
  


25   Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
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 1   for water and air quality permits.  The Department of Fish
  


 2   & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect fish
  


 3   habitat.  And the Corps will also consult with the State
  


 4   Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
  


 5   historic resources.  And again, there is a much more
  


 6   comprehensive list that can be found on the project
  


 7   website.  So this overview of the permit shows why the
  


 8   various federal and State agencies are involved in the
  


 9   EIS.  And I will now turn to the milestones of the EIS.
  


10             Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
  


11   preparing an EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows six
  


12   major steps that will be taken from now through November
  


13   of 2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
  


14   Register on December 14th of last year, and that initiated
  


15   the EIS.  Scoping began on that date, and it continues
  


16   through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public
  


17   meetings and other methods to provide information and
  


18   gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.
  


19             After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
  


20   cooperating agencies using information from the scoping
  


21   process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus
  


22   any additional studies that they deem necessary, and
  


23   they'll use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is
  


24   estimated to be completed by August 2014.  And I'd like to
  


25   emphasize that that's an estimated date.  The date could
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 1   shift.
  


 2             Once the draft EIS is completed, there will be
  


 3   an opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, and
  


 4   that will be -- estimated time frame is August through
  


 5   November of 2014.  At that time you will be able to see
  


 6   how comments from the scoping period were addressed, and
  


 7   there will be another round of public meetings and there
  


 8   will again be opportunities to submit comments on the
  


 9   draft EIS.
  


10             The draft EIS and the comments that are received
  


11   will -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare
  


12   the final EIS, and that's expected to be completed around
  


13   October 2015.  The various agencies that have permitting
  


14   authorities will then use the final EIS in their
  


15   permitting decisions, and each agency will prepare their
  


16   own Record of Decision around November or December of
  


17   2015.
  


18             Note the gold-colored circles.  These refer to
  


19   the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period
  


20   and the draft EIS comment period.  And these are the best
  


21   opportunities to provide input and make sure that your
  


22   comments are heard.
  


23             The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
  


24   information and to listen to residents in the affected
  


25   region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The
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 1   first is to provide information about the EIS milestones,
  


 2   and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an
  


 3   idea of the time frame involved.
  


 4             The second is to share information about the
  


 5   proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
  


 6   presentation.  And information is also available on the
  


 7   project website and in the newsletters that have been
  


 8   mailed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the
  


 9   future.
  


10             The last two purposes are to identify issues and
  


11   concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106
  


12   process, and to identify useful information from
  


13   communities.  And that's what we are counting on you for
  


14   to help us with these.  What would you like to see
  


15   addressed in the EIS and do you have information that we
  


16   can use to make informed decisions, informed permitting
  


17   decisions.
  


18             This is a schedule of our scoping meetings.
  


19   It's slipped some or changed somewhat from the beginning
  


20   when we started giving the meetings because of some
  


21   weather problems, but so far in January we had meetings in
  


22   Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage.  In
  


23   February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,
  


24   Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  This month we so
  


25   far have been in Emmonak and St. Mary's last week.  And
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 1   today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually
  


 2   be in Kipnuk rather than Kongiganak.
  


 3             This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme
  


 4   represents the many subregions of the project area and
  


 5   helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  For
  


 6   example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
  


 7   villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this
  


 8   subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's
  


 9   the closest community to the mine site, and also in Aniak
  


10   because it's a subregional hub.  For the other subregions,
  


11   our meetings are similarly being held -- have been and
  


12   will be held in the subregional hubs.
  


13                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Before you move on, do you
  


14   want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  Sure.  Do we have -- if
  


16   anybody would like to ask questions about the EIS process
  


17   at this time before we go into the project description
  


18   more.
  


19                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  The EIS you are talking
  


20   about, is it already started or it's in the working --
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  Yes, it's already started.  It
  


22   began, and December 14th was when the notice was
  


23   published, and that began the EIS process.  And the
  


24   first -- the first phase of the EIS is the scoping
  


25   process, and that's what we are doing right now, having
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 1   the scoping meetings, one of which is, you know, this
  


 2   meeting here tonight.
  


 3                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  And all those villages
  


 4   you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?
  


 5   Or why are there so many villages?
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, they are all the
  


 7   villages that are -- that could potentially be affected
  


 8   that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and
  


 9   it includes not only the mine site, but also the pipeline
  


10   and navigation along the Kuskokwim River.  So pretty much
  


11   any villages along the Kuskokwim could potentially be
  


12   affected.  Communities on the Yukon, you know, because of
  


13   socioeconomic effects, could potentially be affected.
  


14             So that's what we did was looked at, you know,
  


15   the entire project area, all the elements that, you
  


16   know -- not just the mine, but the pipeline and the
  


17   additional navigation on the Kuskokwim River and looked at
  


18   any communities that we felt could potentially be
  


19   affected.  And so, then, that was a total of 66
  


20   communities.  And within those we identified those that
  


21   were within the AVCP subregions.  We identified, you know,
  


22   a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones
  


23   that we are having the scoping meetings in.
  


24                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Then there were two Doyon
  


25   subregions, McGrath and Holy Cross.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Yes, there
  


 2   was also two Doyon subregions.
  


 3                   MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  In the
  


 4   future are you guys going to have something planned like
  


 5   the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek from here?  Is there
  


 6   anything --
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Anything planned?
  


 8                   MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Anything
  


 9   planned, like barging or --
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, the mine will actually
  


11   not directly affect the Yukon drainage.  There is no
  


12   plans -- I mean, what we are presenting tonight is a
  


13   proposal as presented to us from Donlin Gold.
  


14                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, this -- it's a really
  


15   good question.  The EIS is supposed to take a holistic
  


16   look, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold Mine,
  


17   and we are supposed to look ahead at potential future
  


18   projects that might interact with the Donlin Gold Mine, so
  


19   we have recently seen some design discussions from the
  


20   Alaska Department of Transportation --
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  Did we lose the phone here
  


22   or --
  


23                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we are going to
  


24   have to hang it up.  I'll try and dial it back in in a
  


25   second.  So there is a thing called cumulative effects,
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 1   like future effects, and this potential road between the
  


 2   Yukon and the Kuskokwim and the Paimiut Slough area would
  


 3   be an example of a future project that we would need to
  


 4   look into.  So I think that's one possible project
  


 5   relating to the Yukon River.  It may make a difference in
  


 6   barge traffic, things of that sort.  That's one that we
  


 7   are going to have to learn more about and look at in the
  


 8   EIS itself.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  We will hold on a minute.  We
  


10   lost our teleconference.
  


11                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, I think we are the
  


12   only ones on the line.  I think that may have been Cindi
  


13   hanging up, but we will keep the line open just in case.
  


14                   MR. EUGENE PAUL:  And with you talking
  


15   about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was --
  


16   that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself,
  


17   right?  You guys ain't using any of State funding to have
  


18   them put something in, like the road and stuff because,
  


19   you know, when we did do a State meeting before, the
  


20   village can put a resolution in that we did not want a
  


21   road built by the State of Alaska because it's open public
  


22   access when we build a road with State funding.  And that
  


23   brings in a lot of people that would be able to come into
  


24   our lands and hunt, bring drugs and alcohol, all these
  


25   things that really affect these big communities down there
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 1   that we are -- we are --
  


 2             I sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs
  


 3   and we are doing a study.  And we are studying -- there is
  


 4   a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the
  


 5   highways are able to connect to these villages.  And we
  


 6   were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John
  


 7   Muller, and we were talking about how we could use our
  


 8   tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our
  


 9   communities.
  


10             And I was wondering, with this gas line that you
  


11   guys are proposing and this road that's coming from the
  


12   Kuskokwim to the Yukon side, is that going to be through
  


13   State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?
  


14                   MR. KUHLE:  Everything proposed so far
  


15   would be funded by Donlin.  Now the pipeline, the future
  


16   of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know,
  


17   other communities could create a utility and somehow --
  


18   because it would be a common carrier, so I'm not sure, you
  


19   know, if there would be any issues with that in the
  


20   future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know,
  


21   something that we could look at.  You know, it's -- you
  


22   know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will
  


23   consider that.  But at this time, the pipeline as proposed
  


24   is, you know, proposed by Donlin.  It would be constructed
  


25   by Donlin.  It would be -- you know, I guess at this point
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 1   it would be their pipeline.
  


 2             Any other questions before we move on to the
  


 3   details of the project?
  


 4             Okay.  Now we are moving on to the mining
  


 5   project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, it is
  


 6   Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers
  


 7   project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
  


 8   cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their
  


 9   permitting decisions.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership
  


10   between two large international mining companies, Barrick
  


11   Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located
  


12   on lands owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
  


13   Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim
  


14   Corporation is the surface owner.
  


15             As you can see, it's a very large project.  It's
  


16   expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
  


17   for an estimated mining life of 27 and a half years,
  


18   during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore
  


19   each day.
  


20             We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
  


21   be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
  


22   Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK
  


23   Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
  


24   might be affected by the project.  For many communities
  


25   the project might affect lands and resources that are used
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 1   for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The
  


 2   project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
  


 3   with many permits required and many agencies involved.
  


 4             The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the
  


 5   timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked
  


 6   on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16
  


 7   years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We
  


 8   are now entering the three-year permitting period, the
  


 9   first step of which is holding the scoping meetings.  And
  


10   at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies will
  


11   decide to issue or to deny their permits.
  


12             If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can
  


13   proceed with three to four years of construction and an
  


14   estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  And at the
  


15   conclusion of the active life of the mine, Donlin Gold
  


16   would be responsible for closure and reclamation.  And
  


17   this would include decommissioning the mill facilities and
  


18   the pipeline, covering over the waste treatment or
  


19   tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock
  


20   storage facilities.  The land would then be recontoured
  


21   and native vegetation would be planted.
  


22             We will pause for a minute for any questions if
  


23   anybody has any so far.
  


24                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  And your map shows it
  


25   will take 60 years for the vegetation to grow.  How do you
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 1   know that with the environment changing so much?
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  For how long it will take the
  


 3   vegetation --
  


 4                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  Well, the map said up to
  


 5   60 years after to try to grow it back.  With the weather
  


 6   changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, the -- you know, that's
  


 8   based on current information and studies that have been
  


 9   done and current knowledge of the area.  That's
  


10   information -- you know, Donlin has been doing a lot of
  


11   studies.  They provided information to us.  The purpose of
  


12   the EIS process is to look at the information that they
  


13   provided to us.  URS, the third-party contractor, you
  


14   know, has experts that will look at the information that
  


15   Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or
  


16   if any other studies are done or more information is
  


17   needed.  And that's the information that will go into
  


18   preparing the draft EIS.
  


19                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So it's a very good point
  


20   that the future might not be the same as the things we can
  


21   look back over the last 40, 50 years and observe.  Forest
  


22   fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and
  


23   revegetation, that's something that the scientists have
  


24   studied a fair bit, but that's backwards looking.
  


25             And so I think we do have to be open-minded
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 1   about the potential for change in climate systems or in
  


 2   precipitation, rain and snowfall.  Those things could well
  


 3   change in the decade, the generation to come.  And I think
  


 4   we will try to do our best in the technical analysis, but
  


 5   it's another time to really emphasize the importance of
  


 6   the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say
  


 7   that doesn't look convincing.  That's not accurate.
  


 8   That's not careful enough.
  


 9             We really want to say this is a long project.
  


10   The EIS review, it's three years because we need to look
  


11   at a lot of different questions about the mine project,
  


12   about the ecology of the region.  So we are going to have
  


13   to do it one step at a time.  What we are doing right now
  


14   is getting the questions on the table, and then a little
  


15   over a year from now when we come back to the communities
  


16   we will try and have a good analysis of those.  But there
  


17   will be some holes in our draft EIS, and that's where your
  


18   comments on the draft will help us to be even more
  


19   accurate by the time of the final permit decisions.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
  


21   move on?
  


22             Okay.  Now we will turn to the major components
  


23   of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and
  


24   the power plant.  The pipeline would be buried.  It would
  


25   not be up on supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline
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 1   System, so it would be a cold pipeline.  It would not
  


 2   generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
  


 3   pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
  


 4   horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
  


 5   center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
  


 6   technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
  


 7   three forks of the George River.
  


 8             The image of the block valve on the right side
  


 9   of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would
  


10   not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
  


11   subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed
  


12   every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for
  


13   monitoring and maintenance.  The construction process
  


14   would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The
  


15   design would allow access, but after construction there
  


16   would be no improved access for vehicles and no bridges at
  


17   water crossings.
  


18             This slide shows that the pipeline would start
  


19   at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
  


20   along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
  


21   River Valley and continue west to the mine site near
  


22   Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
  


23   State lands, 34 percent BLM lands and ten percent Native
  


24   corporation lands.
  


25             The blue segment in the center of the map there
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 1   is an alternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid
  


 2   the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would separate
  


 3   from the originally proposed alignment at milepost 105 and
  


 4   rejoin at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified the
  


 5   Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
  


 6   will be examined during geotechnical investigations this
  


 7   coming summer.
  


 8             This slide slows the project components at the
  


 9   mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.
  


10   Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
  


11   1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
  


12   1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings impoundment,
  


13   technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.
  


14   It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
  


15   square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like
  


16   material that is left after the gold has been removed from
  


17   the mill.
  


18             Number three is the waste rock facility, which
  


19   would cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock
  


20   that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These
  


21   major facilities support the mill, which would process
  


22   59,000 tons of ore per day.
  


23             This is an overview of the major transportation
  


24   infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
  


25   facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river
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 1   barges.  There would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk
  


 2   for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged
  


 3   upriver, and from there they would be trucked to the mine
  


 4   site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also be a
  


 5   new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a
  


 6   40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine
  


 7   site.
  


 8             The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
  


 9   extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
  


10   1,500 feet back from the bank for a total 26 acres.  And
  


11   the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
  


12   the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.
  


13   The fuel barges would be double-hulled.
  


14             The navigation season would average 110 days per
  


15   year.  There would be about three barge tow passings per
  


16   day.  That could be two up and one down or one up and two
  


17   down, meaning that anywhere that you might be along the
  


18   riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.
  


19   And each tow would be pushing four barges.  There would be
  


20   an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.
  


21   Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges
  


22   would carry 173,000 tons each.  And the shipping season,
  


23   the barge tow frequency and the number of barge loads
  


24   would be roughly the same both during construction and
  


25   during operations of the mine itself.
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 1             Additional infrastructure includes the
  


 2   construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
  


 3   construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does
  


 4   include some smaller remote camps for pipeline
  


 5   construction.  Permanent camp would have 600 beds and
  


 6   support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
  


 7   shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
  


 8   workforce would be on site at any given time.
  


 9             Do we have any questions at this point?  I'll
  


10   pause for a minute.
  


11                   MS. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a
  


12   question.  Is there a backup plan in case something goes
  


13   into Crooked Creek, like something major happens?  Do you
  


14   have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering
  


15   Crooked Creek from going into the Kuskokwim?
  


16                   MR. KUHLE:  Donlin has, you know,
  


17   submitted a lot of information and, you know, they will
  


18   have contingency plans for -- I know like for the
  


19   navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the
  


20   Kuskokwim River, they have details on there on how they
  


21   would deal with if there were to be any release of diesel
  


22   fuel or any other kind of a spill.  And again, that's the
  


23   type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS.  We
  


24   will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have
  


25   submitted.  And, you know, URS as the contractor will
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 1   evaluate that information.
  


 2             As I was explaining before, that's the EIS
  


 3   process.  They will look at what's submitted, determine if
  


 4   additional information is needed, and then they will do an
  


 5   analysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.
  


 6                   MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Another
  


 7   question I have is on the jobs, the only people that's
  


 8   going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista
  


 9   because that's their land, you know.  Is there any plans
  


10   for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess it's pretty much up to
  


12   Donlin.  You know, they are the ones that will be
  


13   having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.
  


14   But they are -- you know, as was mentioned earlier -- as
  


15   Sarah mentioned, there will be a health impact assessment,
  


16   and they will be looking at the effects on the local
  


17   communities.  It will be looked at in the socioeconomic
  


18   aspects in the EIS.  It's a good comment to make.  You
  


19   know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.
  


20             But again, our permits -- we are evaluating the
  


21   EIS for the purpose of issuing our permits, and we can't
  


22   tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty
  


23   much their hiring process.  But you know, the
  


24   socioeconomic effects will be considered in the EIS.
  


25                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So where Don ended, we
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 1   have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the
  


 2   Calista region, but also including neighboring communities
  


 3   potentially affected by the project.  We have to evaluate
  


 4   that.  I just wanted to mention that when I had looked at
  


 5   some of the newsletters from Donlin, they were trying to
  


 6   do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH
  


 7   communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwim, the McGrath,
  


 8   Nikolai, Telida, Takotna area.  I don't know exactly how
  


 9   successful that has been, but I think their plan, the way
  


10   they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokwim
  


11   and then the middle Yukon River in this outreach for
  


12   hiring.
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
  


14   move on?
  


15                   MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, when you get
  


16   this project going on in the future, you know, you know,
  


17   all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek mine,
  


18   you know.  You know, I think the Donlin Gold mine should
  


19   send out the newsletter -- I mean, we got the newsletter
  


20   and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our
  


21   people around the GASH region trained up, what kind of
  


22   jobs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can
  


23   get them ready.  You know what I mean?
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  To get the information out
  


25   there ahead of time so you can prepare your younger people
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 1   for --
  


 2                   MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  That way we can
  


 3   get the people employed around the GASH region, you know,
  


 4   what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mine, like
  


 5   maintenance or electrical work or carpentry or anything
  


 6   like that because, you know, we got lots of operators
  


 7   around our region, you know.  And you know, I'd like to
  


 8   see that happen in the future, you know.  I know it's
  


 9   Calista land and Kuskokwim land.  They own the surface and
  


10   everything like that, but it seems like we are left out in
  


11   the forest, you know.  And you know, it would be a good
  


12   plan if they could come up with some kind of deal to make
  


13   sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area,
  


14   you know.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, that's a good
  


16   comment.  And as Taylor mentioned, I know Donlin has been
  


17   doing some outreach, but I guess that's a good comment to
  


18   make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they will
  


19   be seeing the comments -- in fact, all the comments we
  


20   receive will eventually be on our website, so it's a good
  


21   comment to make.  Thank you.
  


22             Any other questions before we move on?
  


23             Okay.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the
  


24   scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So
  


25   we will now turn to several slides with examples of those
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 1   issues and concerns.
  


 2             One major area is water resources.  The project
  


 3   is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
  


 4   water, but there will still be some concerns.  And
  


 5   examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other
  


 6   surface waters would be diverted away from and around
  


 7   mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to
  


 8   avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as
  


 9   part of the mining process and could affect base flows of
  


10   nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the
  


11   pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again
  


12   affect nearby streams.
  


13             And some of the rock, when exposed to the
  


14   elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste
  


15   rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
  


16   managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine
  


17   site.
  


18             Air quality is also important, and this slide
  


19   shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
  


20   sources of emissions, including a large number of large
  


21   mining vehicles.  There will be a 227-megawatt power plant
  


22   and dust created by removing and processing the
  


23   overburden, waste rock and ore.  These could all produce
  


24   emissions.
  


25             Climate change is a growing concern and will
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 1   need to be considered because large amounts of
  


 2   hydrocarbons will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in
  


 3   several areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive
  


 4   mercury could be release by exposing it during mining.
  


 5   Mercury stack emissions could occur during the milling
  


 6   process.  So any mercury co-product would require careful
  


 7   storage and transport.
  


 8             Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
  


 9   materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
  


10   response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.
  


11   Other major issues and concerns include wetlands,
  


12   vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence
  


13   and traditional land use.
  


14             The proposed project would affect a total of
  


15   16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at
  


16   the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000
  


17   acres are along the pipeline route.  These areas would be
  


18   impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation removal or
  


19   other disturbances.
  


20             And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  There
  


21   would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or reduced habitat
  


22   functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there
  


23   would also be direct disturbance of individual animals.
  


24             We have already discussed barge traffic and
  


25   noted that there would be a substantial increase.  And
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 1   subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by
  


 2   the loss of lands to development.
  


 3             Here are some more examples of issues and
  


 4   concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
  


 5   cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge
  


 6   new workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400
  


 7   duration permanent operations of the mine.  This would
  


 8   bring in new employment and income, but also many effects
  


 9   on community life and human health.  Historical and
  


10   archeological sites and traditional cultural properties
  


11   that exist in the area might be disturbed or destroyed.
  


12   Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod
  


13   trail, might be affected by new structures and mining
  


14   operations.
  


15             So to conclude, we know that this proposed
  


16   project and land and resources are important, and we would
  


17   like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
  


18   involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
  


19   important thing by being here today and participating in
  


20   the scoping meeting.
  


21             To find more information and to submit a comment
  


22   form, you can visit the project website at
  


23   donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone
  


24   number and e-mail address are on the slide.
  


25             For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of
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 1   Engineers' tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone
  


 2   number and e-mail address are also on the slide.  Amanda
  


 3   and I have had two tribal teleconferences so far to
  


 4   discuss cooperating agency status or
  


 5   government-to-government consultation.  And we expect to
  


 6   have other teleconferences with the tribes.  Tribal
  


 7   governments have the opportunity to enter into
  


 8   government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
  


 9   process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS
  


10   process.
  


11             So we would now like to hear if there is any
  


12   remaining questions and any comments you may have.  We
  


13   would like to document your comments carefully, so please
  


14   state your name before you speak.
  


15             Here are some ideas about the type of comments
  


16   that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking
  


17   for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the
  


18   EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and effects on
  


19   resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you may have
  


20   on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any
  


21   important information available in your particular
  


22   community.  If you do have written comments that you read,
  


23   we would ask that you please leave a copy with our court
  


24   recorder so we have it for the record.
  


25             So with that, I'll ask if there is any further
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 1   questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody
  


 2   wants to make a prepared statement.
  


 3                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  That's a lot to stomach.
  


 4   I guess my biggest concern is I was born and raised in
  


 5   this community, and my ancestors come from here.  And the
  


 6   land has always been close to our hearts because it -- we
  


 7   depend on it so much.  And to listen to all your chemical
  


 8   talk and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no
  


 9   guarantee for it not to happen.  We are already losing our
  


10   salmon, for whatever reasons we don't know.
  


11             And my concern is the barges coming down.  We
  


12   have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes more
  


13   sandbars and stuff like that.
  


14             If a community decides not to go with Donlin
  


15   Creek, what happens?  Do you -- what do you do?  Move
  


16   away, don't come back?  Or do you find other alternatives
  


17   or routes to go through?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure I quite follow.
  


19   You say if a community decides --
  


20                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  Not to go along, do we
  


21   have a say in that?  Because I -- I'm really not for
  


22   touching the land around the Deloycheet region and Doyon
  


23   region.
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  Just to clarify your question,
  


25   if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is
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 1   that the question?
  


 2                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  Yeah.
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, the way -- you know, we
  


 4   are preparing the EIS to look at all the potential impacts
  


 5   and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to make
  


 6   permitting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers,
  


 7   but the other cooperating agencies.
  


 8             So there is -- so the EIS process will help to
  


 9   identify impacts, and that way we will decide if we can
  


10   issue our permits or not for the project as they have
  


11   proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can
  


12   modify it to avoid those impacts.  So it would be through
  


13   the permitting process as to whether or not the project
  


14   can proceed.  It would have to have -- as it showed, there
  


15   is a -- there is a huge number of permits, both State and
  


16   federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those
  


17   permits.  And, you know, those are all, you know, aimed at
  


18   protecting various resources.
  


19             So you know, I guess one community, you know, we
  


20   will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those
  


21   concerns.  If somebody just comes and says I'm opposed to
  


22   the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going
  


23   to keep the project moving forward, but if you identify
  


24   some issues that are unacceptable impacts that could
  


25   potentially prevent us from issuing a permit, but we would
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 1   have to go through this process first.
  


 2             Did that just confuse you more?
  


 3                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  No.  It just doesn't
  


 4   sound like very promising.  My next concern is how are all
  


 5   these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going
  


 6   to benefit from this, aside from the economy and jobs and
  


 7   stuff like that?  Once you guys pack up and leave and then
  


 8   there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever could
  


 9   be gone.  You know, those are future issues that I think
  


10   about because I have a great-granddaughter, and I'm going
  


11   to have more descendents following me.  And I want them to
  


12   have what I have.  And that's my biggest concern.  How are
  


13   we going to benefit?  Is all this profits going out of
  


14   state or is it going to The Kuskokwim Corporation, or what
  


15   do we get out of it?
  


16                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we
  


17   are evaluating.  And you said "when we are gone."  I
  


18   guess, again, I need to emphasize that, you know, it's not
  


19   the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating
  


20   agencies that's going to be, you know, building this
  


21   project.  It's Donlin Gold.  And we're here to identify,
  


22   you know, concerns and issues.  And you know, our goal is
  


23   to avoid those impacts that you are talking about.  You
  


24   know, we will be looking at not only the environmental
  


25   effects, but the socioeconomic effects, as well.
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 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think often the people
  


 2   in the villages take the long view, like not just a few
  


 3   years that the mine would operate, but what happens after.
  


 4   And that's kind of the question you are asking.  When we
  


 5   were in Crooked Creek a few months ago, people recommended
  


 6   that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil
  


 7   Mine and kind of the employment boom and then what
  


 8   happened when the mine closed.  So I think that's like a
  


 9   little case study from the region that we are going to try
  


10   and go interview some of the people to talk about.
  


11             There is a lot of concern in the literature now
  


12   about boom-and-bust cycles, what happens after a big, big
  


13   project.  And I don't think we have answers to that
  


14   tonight, but I'm just saying that that's a really good way
  


15   to think about the long-term, a question that we really
  


16   need to work on.  And some of the other communities have
  


17   been raising that same kind of concern.
  


18                   MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a
  


19   concern.  You guys are -- in your EIS you guys are
  


20   studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there.  And
  


21   anything can happen in the drainage.  [indecipherable]  If
  


22   anything happened, if there is like a break or something,
  


23   would anything drain into the Iditarod River?  And that
  


24   comes right down the Shag and the Innoko and it comes past
  


25   Shag and comes down the river.  And that's right -- that's
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 1   right behind the mine.  You guys studied on that?
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question
  


 3   about kind of the topography, the mountains, the ridges,
  


 4   the valleys.  The Donlin Project is two or three ridges
  


 5   inside the divide between the Kuskokwim and the Yukon
  


 6   River.  So I think when -- at this point from the
  


 7   engineering and the distances, it looks like all of the --
  


 8   if there is a problem and discharge into the creeks, it
  


 9   would be on the Kuskokwim side into Crooked Creek and
  


10   draining down towards the Kuskokwim, not north over the
  


11   height of land and into the Innoko or any of the --
  


12   Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the
  


13   Yukon River.  I'm sorry that we don't have a really good
  


14   enough map at the right scale for us to look at that
  


15   together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside
  


16   the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwim River and not
  


17   extending into the Yukon River drainage.
  


18                   MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.
  


19   And then another question, with all these concerns of the
  


20   people along the Kuskokwim, all the barges going up the
  


21   river, and then how are they going to go about their
  


22   subsistence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?
  


23   And what are you guys doing to take that into
  


24   consideration?  Because that's a lot of -- that's a lot of
  


25   fishing, you know, a lot of salmon going up.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Again, we have heard that
  


 2   concern before, and it will be looked at again.  Donlin
  


 3   has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge
  


 4   traffic, and I don't have the answer, you know, as far as
  


 5   exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this
  


 6   time.  But it's -- you know, it is something -- that issue
  


 7   has been raised in another -- in a number of the other
  


 8   scoping meetings, so it's definitely going to be, you
  


 9   know, looked at and addressed.  I don't have the answer
  


10   right now, though.
  


11                   MR. LEROY PETERS:  On that pipeline, you
  


12   mentioned that they are going to put it underground.  I
  


13   don't think that's a very good idea.  And you know, what
  


14   is the diameter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is
  


15   the pipe going to be, you know?  Because you know, I know
  


16   that we can have future accidents in the future when those
  


17   pipes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or something
  


18   like that, maybe have a bust in the pipe.  And I really
  


19   don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the
  


20   ground, you know.
  


21             And you know, you got to deal with the
  


22   corporation.  You got to deal with the corporations and
  


23   the Calista land and whatever has got the right-of-way,
  


24   passing the Native allotments and everything like that,
  


25   you know.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, actually, yes, the
  


 2   diameter, I believe it's a 14-inch-diameter pipe.  And one
  


 3   of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous
  


 4   Materials Safety Administration, and they will be the
  


 5   agency that will be looking at that and the safety of it.
  


 6   And Donlin has already -- in their design has submitted --
  


 7   or their application submitted some of the safety
  


 8   features.  They plan to have a check valve every 20 miles,
  


 9   and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it,
  


10   routine maintenance.  They will run pigs down it.
  


11             So they are thinking along the lines of safety.
  


12   And again, you know, the PHMSA, or the Pipeline and
  


13   Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be
  


14   primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the
  


15   pipeline.
  


16                   MR. LEROY PETERS:  Another comment I would
  


17   like to make about the barge lines running up and down the
  


18   Kuskokwim, you know, we run into that problem at fall
  


19   time; some years the water gets really low and the barges
  


20   can't make it in through the main channel.  And I know the
  


21   Kuskokwim River, once it starts dropping, the water drops
  


22   down, it's like out of sight the month of July and
  


23   whatever.  It's a really a good time to make all this back
  


24   and forth right after breakup and all the materials that
  


25   you guys need.  You might run into that problem in the
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 1   future in fall time when the water gets too low.  You
  


 2   know, sometimes the barges get stuck and whatever, you
  


 3   know.  You got to keep that in mind, too, you know, just
  


 4   to protect that Kuskokwim River that nothing will happen
  


 5   in the future.  You know, that's another picture to take a
  


 6   look at.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  And yes, we
  


 8   are well aware of that.  We have heard that in many
  


 9   communities, and there is going to have to be a real close
  


10   look and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure
  


11   out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or
  


12   what would need to be done in the event of low water.
  


13             Other questions?
  


14                   MS. JUDI WALKER:  I'd like to know what
  


15   the State and BLM people have to say about this, if they
  


16   are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they
  


17   supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?
  


18                   MR. ALAN BITTNER:  As far as BLM is
  


19   concerned, it's the same as Don has said:  We are not for
  


20   or against it.  We are processing a right-of-way for a
  


21   pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM.  And so
  


22   as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are
  


23   weighing in, and we do have some of the same concerns.  We
  


24   have some of the same concerns about other facets of the
  


25   project like the river and the barge traffic and the level
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 1   of the water, things like that.
  


 2             So we are making our own comments to the project
  


 3   about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against
  


 4   it.  And we are looking at the part that we have to permit
  


 5   or we have to allow is the -- what would be the lands that
  


 6   the pipeline crosses.
  


 7                   MS. YODER:  And for the State, for the
  


 8   health impact assessment, we are not issuing any permits,
  


 9   but we are also not for or against the project, but we are
  


10   looking at any potential positive and negative health
  


11   effects.  And then in our process we rank those health --
  


12   those potential health effects and we try to propose ways
  


13   to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on,
  


14   you know, hiring in different regions.  And then we also
  


15   propose recommendations and things that can be done to
  


16   decrease any health effects.  So ours is not a required
  


17   process for the health impact assessment, however, but we
  


18   are doing our best to get our report into the EIS.
  


19                   MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have one
  


20   more question.  You guys are going to be the ones that say
  


21   if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all
  


22   over the region?
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  The question is, are we the
  


24   ones that are going to allow them to move forward with the
  


25   project?
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 1                   MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Yes.  After
  


 2   hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you
  


 3   know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.
  


 4   How are you going to address those concerns?
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, the Corps of Engineers
  


 6   has, you know, two major permits for the project.  The
  


 7   other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLM for one
  


 8   and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is
  


 9   a large number of permits.  So the project won't be able
  


10   to move forward until they have obtained all the required
  


11   permits.  And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EIS is
  


12   just one part of our review process.
  


13             It's under the National Environmental Policy Act
  


14   that we are required to do this EIS because of a potential
  


15   significant effect on the quality of the human
  


16   environment.  We also have to comply with section 404 of
  


17   the Clean Water Act which, as I mentioned earlier,
  


18   requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are
  


19   required to select the least environmentally damaging
  


20   alternative.
  


21             And we also do for all of our permits what's
  


22   known as a public interest review.  So you know, we will
  


23   look at the proposed project and all the potential
  


24   effects, you know, including all different facets -- you
  


25   know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we will make


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







42


  
 1   our permit decision based on the EIS, the 404(b)(1)
  


 2   guidelines, and our public interest review.  So that's
  


 3   just the Corps of Engineers.  So you know, if we find that
  


 4   it, you know, meets all the requirements, you know, then
  


 5   we will issue our permit.
  


 6             But again, there is, you know, all these other
  


 7   agencies, as well.  So it's not just -- it's not just the
  


 8   Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can
  


 9   go ahead with your project.  It's -- you know, they have
  


10   to get permits from all these other agencies, as well.
  


11                   MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.
  


12                   MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, does this
  


13   have some kind of impact around the Donlin Creek Mine, you
  


14   know?  Like I'm talking about -- talking about the animals
  


15   like the moose and the bears and all kinds of animals that
  


16   hang around this area.  Do you see anything like they get
  


17   infected or something like that?  Because I heard in the
  


18   past one time I went down to a meeting down at St. Mary's,
  


19   the Clean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some
  


20   Kuskokwim people at the meeting, and they said that Donlin
  


21   Creek Mine is affecting the animals around the -- around
  


22   the area.
  


23             And you know, I know for a fact this one elderly
  


24   lady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into
  


25   a moose and the moose didn't even have no hair in some
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 1   parts of the body, you know.  I was kind of wondering
  


 2   about that.  You know, do you do a study on the animals
  


 3   and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek Mine,
  


 4   you know?  Does it have an effect on them or do they get
  


 5   disease or lose their hair or --
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of anything like
  


 7   that as far as moose losing their hair but, you know,
  


 8   Donlin has been doing baseline studies, you know, on
  


 9   wildlife and fish.  And that information has been
  


10   submitted with their permits.  And Donlin -- I'm sorry --
  


11   URS, you know, has their specialists.  Their wildlife
  


12   people, you know, have looked at that information to
  


13   determine if it's adequate or not.  And they have
  


14   identified areas where additional information is needed
  


15   and additional studies are needed now and in the future.
  


16   You know, that's what we will be using.
  


17             I guess if you have specific information
  


18   regarding, you know, animals in the area that have been
  


19   adversely affected, that would be good, you know,
  


20   information to submit with your comments and we could
  


21   certainly look at that.  But you know, it's not something
  


22   that I'm aware of at this time.  But you know, that's --
  


23   again, the purpose of our scoping is to find information,
  


24   you know, especially information from the local
  


25   communities that are close to the area where they have,
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 1   you know, specific information that we might not otherwise
  


 2   be aware of.  So if, you know, you have instances or
  


 3   examples of that, we would like to hear about it.
  


 4                   MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  I think they
  


 5   need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in
  


 6   the future, you know.  And another thing, too, I'd like to
  


 7   bring up, too, in the Kuskokwim sampling of the water, you
  


 8   know, I think that they should monitor that about every
  


 9   time the barges go up and down the river, take a sample of
  


10   the water, you know, make sure no mercury or radiation is
  


11   leaking out from that mine, you know, and affecting their
  


12   resources and the fish and everything like that, you know,
  


13   because I notice that lots of people are catching cancer
  


14   all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokwim
  


15   and the Yukon side, too, you know.  And I think to myself
  


16   it might be coming from the air quality, too, and from the
  


17   [indecipherable] or whatever that floats around in that
  


18   mine, you know.  That's what I'm concerned about.
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, there certainly will be
  


20   monitoring, and I guess we will note your comment that you
  


21   think it should be done after every barge.  But there will
  


22   be monitoring.  I guess I don't know the details at this
  


23   time.
  


24                   MR. LEROY PETERS:  Okay.  Thank you.  --
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  Other comments or questions?
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 1   Yes.
  


 2                   MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  We have our
  


 3   school up here.  When things are going to happen in our
  


 4   area, we would like to let the children know from K
  


 5   through 12 what's going on around us.  After all your
  


 6   scoping is almost done, or finished, is it going to be
  


 7   available on a DVD to send to the classrooms so kids who
  


 8   didn't hear it from their parents or didn't hear it
  


 9   whenever someone was here, they could look at it in their
  


10   classroom and talk about it?  Because they worry a lot,
  


11   too.  They worry about our environment and what's going to
  


12   happen to -- our Yukon River is moving way over there.
  


13   They are worried about that.
  


14             So they are aware of what's going on, but I want
  


15   to know if you are going to have anything available to
  


16   teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to
  


17   have a mine to let them know.  And it looks like it's
  


18   going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to
  


19   take coursework in the classroom or go on to a trade
  


20   school or university and be hired.
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, all the, you
  


22   know, information from the scoping meetings will be
  


23   summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually
  


24   be available on the website.  I guess that's a good
  


25   suggestion.  I mean, it's a vast amount of information.
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 1   You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put
  


 2   together and something that we will consider.  Thank you.
  


 3                   MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  The reason for a
  


 4   DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that long.
  


 5   That's why a DVD is faster and simpler for that reason.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Other
  


 7   comments or questions?  If not, I guess I'll wrap it up
  


 8   here.  We will be around here for a little bit if anybody
  


 9   wants to talk to us directly.  Again, there is lots of
  


10   information on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.
  


11   And also if you -- as I said, my phone number and e-mail,
  


12   they are -- they were on the slide here.  I'd be glad to
  


13   give them to you.  They are also in the newsletters that
  


14   were mailed out.  I believe there are some copies on
  


15   the -- at the back of the room.  So thanks for coming.
  


16             Did you have anything?
  


17                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I just wanted to add thank
  


18   you for the hospitality.  We know that people see a lot of
  


19   meetings come and go, but this is really an important
  


20   project for the region, so setting aside an evening to
  


21   talk with you us is really helpful.  I want to emphasize
  


22   that we really do listen and take seriously the hard
  


23   questions that you are asking and we hope to come up with
  


24   careful answers by the time we come back to see you in a
  


25   little over a year.  This was really constructive
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 1   discussion, so thanks to folks.  It's great to see Angela
  


 2   again.  I can't remember when we were at a subsistence
  


 3   council meeting.
  


 4              (Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m.)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2               (Invocation offered by Judi Walker.)



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening and welcome to 



            4    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 



            5    environmental impact statement.  We will be referring to 



            6    it as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of 



            7    Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also 



            8    here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the 



            9    contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They 



           10    are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be 



           11    helping me with the presentation.  We also have a court 



           12    recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a 



           13    transcript of the meeting for the record.  



           14              This is the agenda for today, just to provide an 



           15    idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will talk 



           16    about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS 



           17    project milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic 



           18    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  



           19    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of 



           20    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved, 



           21    and we will tell you how to do that.  



           22              Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If 



           23    you have questions or comments, though, please state your 



           24    name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the 



           25    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation 
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            1    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.  



            2              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a 



            3    mine project that will require federal and State permits.  



            4    And in order to comply with the National Environmental 



            5    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the 



            6    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a 



            7    proponent nor an opponent of the project.  It's Donlin 



            8    Gold's project, and the EIS will be used for making permit 



            9    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping 



           10    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.  



           11              Scoping meetings can also fulfill public 



           12    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources 



           13    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the 



           14    Corps will work closely with any affected tribes through 



           15    government-to-government consultation.  



           16              This map gives an orientation to the project 



           17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



           18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and 



           19    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little 



           20    development to date and no existing roads to the region.  



           21    The map shows that existing transportation and energy 



           22    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral 



           23    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new 



           24    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It would 



           25    be all subject to permitting before the project could 
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            1    proceed.  



            2              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



            3    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



            4    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from 



            5    west coast ports.  Fuel would be delivered -- I'm sorry -- 



            6    transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to 



            7    barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo 



            8    supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river 



            9    barges.  And the fuel and supplies would then be barged 



           10    upriver and off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  



           11    And there would also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet to 



           12    bring in natural gas.  



           13              The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 



           14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



           15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this 



           16    case Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits 



           17    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of 



           18    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And issuance of these permits 



           19    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to 



           20    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed 



           21    project.  



           22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



           23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies 



           24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition to 



           25    complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to 
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            1    complete a public interest review and an analysis under 



            2    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires 



            3    that we select the least environmentally damaging 



            4    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the 



            5    information for these analyses into the EIS, as well. 



            6              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes, and 



            7    a region organization will work together on the EIS.  



            8    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their 



            9    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.  



           10    And as I said previously, the EIS will be used by the 



           11    agencies to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will 



           12    not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities 



           13    and processes.  



           14              We have a few of our cooperating agency 



           15    representatives with us, and I'd like to allow them to 



           16    introduce themselves and say a few words about their roles 



           17    in the EIS project.  We have two agencies in the room and 



           18    one on the phone.  I'll ask BLM first.  Alan Bittner.



           19                    MR. BITTNER:  Hi.  My name is Alan 



           20    Bittner.  I'm the field manager for the Anchorage field 



           21    office, and that covers any BLM involved in this project.  



           22    And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's 



           23    near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from 



           24    the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's 



           25    the thing that will cross some BLM lands and the major 
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            1    thing that we will have to review during this process.  



            2              So also with me today is Bruce Seppi, our 



            3    wildlife biologist, sitting back here.  And so we can 



            4    certainly answer and field any questions later related to 



            5    that pipeline if you have them.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Alan.  And with 



            7    the State of Alaska we have Sarah Yoder.  



            8                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Don said, my 



            9    name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of 



           10    Health and Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact 



           11    Assessment Program, and we are involved with this project 



           12    to look at the potential positive and negative health 



           13    effects of the project.  And we won't be doing permitting, 



           14    but we will have a final report that will be an appendix 



           15    to the EIS.  



           16              Additionally, there are other State agencies 



           17    cooperating with the EIS process.  Department of Natural 



           18    Resources and Department of Environmental Conservation and 



           19    Department of Fish & Game are also involved.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Sarah.  And on 



           21    the teleconference we have Cindi Godsey with EPA.  Cindi?  



           22                    MS. GODSEY:  Hi.  I'm EPA's Alaska mining 



           23    coordinator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects 



           24    like hydrology and geochemistry and water quality and, of 



           25    course, experience in tribal consultation.  And so the 
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            1    Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our 



            2    experience in other mining projects in the state.  And 



            3    although we don't have any permit actions of our own, we 



            4    do have oversight over the Corps' permitting, as well as 



            5    the State's permitting of the air and water quality 



            6    permits.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindi.  The 



            8    Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits and 



            9    consultation, and this slide provides several examples, 



           10    and I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the 



           11    rest yourselves.  Since the project would place fill in 



           12    wetlands and other waters of the U.S., the Corps will need 



           13    to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not 



           14    to authorize that fill.  And since a portion of the 



           15    project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to 



           16    evaluate a right-of-way application.  And you can find a 



           17    much more comprehensive list of required permits in the 



           18    Donlin Gold permit application, which can be found on the 



           19    project website at donlingoldeis.com.  



           20              This slide slows that there are also many 



           21    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example, 



           22    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on 



           23    State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would 



           24    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of 



           25    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities 
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            1    for water and air quality permits.  The Department of Fish 



            2    & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect fish 



            3    habitat.  And the Corps will also consult with the State 



            4    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and 



            5    historic resources.  And again, there is a much more 



            6    comprehensive list that can be found on the project 



            7    website.  So this overview of the permit shows why the 



            8    various federal and State agencies are involved in the 



            9    EIS.  And I will now turn to the milestones of the EIS.  



           10              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in 



           11    preparing an EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows six 



           12    major steps that will be taken from now through November 



           13    of 2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal 



           14    Register on December 14th of last year, and that initiated 



           15    the EIS.  Scoping began on that date, and it continues 



           16    through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public 



           17    meetings and other methods to provide information and 



           18    gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.  



           19              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and 



           20    cooperating agencies using information from the scoping 



           21    process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus 



           22    any additional studies that they deem necessary, and 



           23    they'll use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is 



           24    estimated to be completed by August 2014.  And I'd like to 



           25    emphasize that that's an estimated date.  The date could 
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            1    shift.  



            2              Once the draft EIS is completed, there will be 



            3    an opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, and 



            4    that will be -- estimated time frame is August through 



            5    November of 2014.  At that time you will be able to see 



            6    how comments from the scoping period were addressed, and 



            7    there will be another round of public meetings and there 



            8    will again be opportunities to submit comments on the 



            9    draft EIS.  



           10              The draft EIS and the comments that are received 



           11    will -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare 



           12    the final EIS, and that's expected to be completed around 



           13    October 2015.  The various agencies that have permitting 



           14    authorities will then use the final EIS in their 



           15    permitting decisions, and each agency will prepare their 



           16    own Record of Decision around November or December of 



           17    2015.  



           18              Note the gold-colored circles.  These refer to 



           19    the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period 



           20    and the draft EIS comment period.  And these are the best 



           21    opportunities to provide input and make sure that your 



           22    comments are heard.  



           23              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           24    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



           25    region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The 
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            1    first is to provide information about the EIS milestones, 



            2    and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an 



            3    idea of the time frame involved.  



            4              The second is to share information about the 



            5    proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our 



            6    presentation.  And information is also available on the 



            7    project website and in the newsletters that have been 



            8    mailed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the 



            9    future.  



           10              The last two purposes are to identify issues and 



           11    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 



           12    process, and to identify useful information from 



           13    communities.  And that's what we are counting on you for 



           14    to help us with these.  What would you like to see 



           15    addressed in the EIS and do you have information that we 



           16    can use to make informed decisions, informed permitting 



           17    decisions.  



           18              This is a schedule of our scoping meetings.  



           19    It's slipped some or changed somewhat from the beginning 



           20    when we started giving the meetings because of some 



           21    weather problems, but so far in January we had meetings in 



           22    Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage.  In 



           23    February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath, 



           24    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  This month we so 



           25    far have been in Emmonak and St. Mary's last week.  And 
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            1    today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually 



            2    be in Kipnuk rather than Kongiganak.  



            3              This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme 



            4    represents the many subregions of the project area and 



            5    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  For 



            6    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



            7    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this 



            8    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's 



            9    the closest community to the mine site, and also in Aniak 



           10    because it's a subregional hub.  For the other subregions, 



           11    our meetings are similarly being held -- have been and 



           12    will be held in the subregional hubs.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Before you move on, do you 



           14    want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Sure.  Do we have -- if 



           16    anybody would like to ask questions about the EIS process 



           17    at this time before we go into the project description 



           18    more.



           19                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  The EIS you are talking 



           20    about, is it already started or it's in the working --



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, it's already started.  It 



           22    began, and December 14th was when the notice was 



           23    published, and that began the EIS process.  And the 



           24    first -- the first phase of the EIS is the scoping 



           25    process, and that's what we are doing right now, having 
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            1    the scoping meetings, one of which is, you know, this 



            2    meeting here tonight.



            3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And all those villages 



            4    you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?  



            5    Or why are there so many villages?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, they are all the 



            7    villages that are -- that could potentially be affected 



            8    that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and 



            9    it includes not only the mine site, but also the pipeline 



           10    and navigation along the Kuskokwim River.  So pretty much 



           11    any villages along the Kuskokwim could potentially be 



           12    affected.  Communities on the Yukon, you know, because of 



           13    socioeconomic effects, could potentially be affected.  



           14              So that's what we did was looked at, you know, 



           15    the entire project area, all the elements that, you 



           16    know -- not just the mine, but the pipeline and the 



           17    additional navigation on the Kuskokwim River and looked at 



           18    any communities that we felt could potentially be 



           19    affected.  And so, then, that was a total of 66 



           20    communities.  And within those we identified those that 



           21    were within the AVCP subregions.  We identified, you know, 



           22    a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones 



           23    that we are having the scoping meetings in.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Then there were two Doyon 



           25    subregions, McGrath and Holy Cross.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Yes, there 



            2    was also two Doyon subregions.  



            3                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  In the 



            4    future are you guys going to have something planned like 



            5    the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek from here?  Is there 



            6    anything --



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Anything planned?  



            8                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Anything 



            9    planned, like barging or -- 



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the mine will actually 



           11    not directly affect the Yukon drainage.  There is no 



           12    plans -- I mean, what we are presenting tonight is a 



           13    proposal as presented to us from Donlin Gold.  



           14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, this -- it's a really 



           15    good question.  The EIS is supposed to take a holistic 



           16    look, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold Mine, 



           17    and we are supposed to look ahead at potential future 



           18    projects that might interact with the Donlin Gold Mine, so 



           19    we have recently seen some design discussions from the 



           20    Alaska Department of Transportation --



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Did we lose the phone here 



           22    or --



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we are going to 



           24    have to hang it up.  I'll try and dial it back in in a 



           25    second.  So there is a thing called cumulative effects, 
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            1    like future effects, and this potential road between the 



            2    Yukon and the Kuskokwim and the Paimiut Slough area would 



            3    be an example of a future project that we would need to 



            4    look into.  So I think that's one possible project 



            5    relating to the Yukon River.  It may make a difference in 



            6    barge traffic, things of that sort.  That's one that we 



            7    are going to have to learn more about and look at in the 



            8    EIS itself.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  We will hold on a minute.  We 



           10    lost our teleconference.  



           11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, I think we are the 



           12    only ones on the line.  I think that may have been Cindi 



           13    hanging up, but we will keep the line open just in case.  



           14                    MR. EUGENE PAUL:  And with you talking 



           15    about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was -- 



           16    that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself, 



           17    right?  You guys ain't using any of State funding to have 



           18    them put something in, like the road and stuff because, 



           19    you know, when we did do a State meeting before, the 



           20    village can put a resolution in that we did not want a 



           21    road built by the State of Alaska because it's open public 



           22    access when we build a road with State funding.  And that 



           23    brings in a lot of people that would be able to come into 



           24    our lands and hunt, bring drugs and alcohol, all these 



           25    things that really affect these big communities down there 
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            1    that we are -- we are -- 



            2              I sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs 



            3    and we are doing a study.  And we are studying -- there is 



            4    a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the 



            5    highways are able to connect to these villages.  And we 



            6    were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John 



            7    Muller, and we were talking about how we could use our 



            8    tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our 



            9    communities.  



           10              And I was wondering, with this gas line that you 



           11    guys are proposing and this road that's coming from the 



           12    Kuskokwim to the Yukon side, is that going to be through 



           13    State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  Everything proposed so far 



           15    would be funded by Donlin.  Now the pipeline, the future 



           16    of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know, 



           17    other communities could create a utility and somehow -- 



           18    because it would be a common carrier, so I'm not sure, you 



           19    know, if there would be any issues with that in the 



           20    future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know, 



           21    something that we could look at.  You know, it's -- you 



           22    know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will 



           23    consider that.  But at this time, the pipeline as proposed 



           24    is, you know, proposed by Donlin.  It would be constructed 



           25    by Donlin.  It would be -- you know, I guess at this point 
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            1    it would be their pipeline.  



            2              Any other questions before we move on to the 



            3    details of the project?  



            4              Okay.  Now we are moving on to the mining 



            5    project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, it is 



            6    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers 



            7    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the 



            8    cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their 



            9    permitting decisions.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership 



           10    between two large international mining companies, Barrick 



           11    Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located 



           12    on lands owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista 



           13    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim 



           14    Corporation is the surface owner.  



           15              As you can see, it's a very large project.  It's 



           16    expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year 



           17    for an estimated mining life of 27 and a half years, 



           18    during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore 



           19    each day.  



           20              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would 



           21    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



           22    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK 



           23    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that 



           24    might be affected by the project.  For many communities 



           25    the project might affect lands and resources that are used 
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            1    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The 



            2    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements 



            3    with many permits required and many agencies involved.  



            4              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the 



            5    timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked 



            6    on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16 



            7    years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We 



            8    are now entering the three-year permitting period, the 



            9    first step of which is holding the scoping meetings.  And 



           10    at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies will 



           11    decide to issue or to deny their permits.  



           12              If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can 



           13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an 



           14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  And at the 



           15    conclusion of the active life of the mine, Donlin Gold 



           16    would be responsible for closure and reclamation.  And 



           17    this would include decommissioning the mill facilities and 



           18    the pipeline, covering over the waste treatment or 



           19    tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock 



           20    storage facilities.  The land would then be recontoured 



           21    and native vegetation would be planted.  



           22              We will pause for a minute for any questions if 



           23    anybody has any so far.



           24                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And your map shows it 



           25    will take 60 years for the vegetation to grow.  How do you 
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            1    know that with the environment changing so much?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  For how long it will take the 



            3    vegetation -- 



            4                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Well, the map said up to 



            5    60 years after to try to grow it back.  With the weather 



            6    changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the -- you know, that's 



            8    based on current information and studies that have been 



            9    done and current knowledge of the area.  That's 



           10    information -- you know, Donlin has been doing a lot of 



           11    studies.  They provided information to us.  The purpose of 



           12    the EIS process is to look at the information that they 



           13    provided to us.  URS, the third-party contractor, you 



           14    know, has experts that will look at the information that 



           15    Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or 



           16    if any other studies are done or more information is 



           17    needed.  And that's the information that will go into 



           18    preparing the draft EIS.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it's a very good point 



           20    that the future might not be the same as the things we can 



           21    look back over the last 40, 50 years and observe.  Forest 



           22    fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and 



           23    revegetation, that's something that the scientists have 



           24    studied a fair bit, but that's backwards looking.  



           25              And so I think we do have to be open-minded 
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            1    about the potential for change in climate systems or in 



            2    precipitation, rain and snowfall.  Those things could well 



            3    change in the decade, the generation to come.  And I think 



            4    we will try to do our best in the technical analysis, but 



            5    it's another time to really emphasize the importance of 



            6    the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say 



            7    that doesn't look convincing.  That's not accurate.  



            8    That's not careful enough.  



            9              We really want to say this is a long project.  



           10    The EIS review, it's three years because we need to look 



           11    at a lot of different questions about the mine project, 



           12    about the ecology of the region.  So we are going to have 



           13    to do it one step at a time.  What we are doing right now 



           14    is getting the questions on the table, and then a little 



           15    over a year from now when we come back to the communities 



           16    we will try and have a good analysis of those.  But there 



           17    will be some holes in our draft EIS, and that's where your 



           18    comments on the draft will help us to be even more 



           19    accurate by the time of the final permit decisions.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



           21    move on?  



           22              Okay.  Now we will turn to the major components 



           23    of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and 



           24    the power plant.  The pipeline would be buried.  It would 



           25    not be up on supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline 
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            1    System, so it would be a cold pipeline.  It would not 



            2    generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, the 



            3    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using 



            4    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 



            5    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this 



            6    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



            7    three forks of the George River.  



            8              The image of the block valve on the right side 



            9    of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would 



           10    not be fenced off, so it would not block access to 



           11    subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed 



           12    every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for 



           13    monitoring and maintenance.  The construction process 



           14    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The 



           15    design would allow access, but after construction there 



           16    would be no improved access for vehicles and no bridges at 



           17    water crossings.  



           18              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



           19    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west 



           20    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim 



           21    River Valley and continue west to the mine site near 



           22    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent 



           23    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands and ten percent Native 



           24    corporation lands.  



           25              The blue segment in the center of the map there 
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            1    is an alternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid 



            2    the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would separate 



            3    from the originally proposed alignment at milepost 105 and 



            4    rejoin at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified the 



            5    Corps that this alternative is under consideration and 



            6    will be examined during geotechnical investigations this 



            7    coming summer.  



            8              This slide slows the project components at the 



            9    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.  



           10    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover 



           11    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide, 



           12    1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings impoundment, 



           13    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.  



           14    It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half 



           15    square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like 



           16    material that is left after the gold has been removed from 



           17    the mill.  



           18              Number three is the waste rock facility, which 



           19    would cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock 



           20    that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These 



           21    major facilities support the mill, which would process 



           22    59,000 tons of ore per day.  



           23              This is an overview of the major transportation 



           24    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port 



           25    facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river 
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            1    barges.  There would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk 



            2    for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged 



            3    upriver, and from there they would be trucked to the mine 



            4    site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also be a 



            5    new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a 



            6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine 



            7    site.  



            8              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



            9    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



           10    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total 26 acres.  And 



           11    the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on 



           12    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  



           13    The fuel barges would be double-hulled.  



           14              The navigation season would average 110 days per 



           15    year.  There would be about three barge tow passings per 



           16    day.  That could be two up and one down or one up and two 



           17    down, meaning that anywhere that you might be along the 



           18    riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.  



           19    And each tow would be pushing four barges.  There would be 



           20    an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.  



           21    Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges 



           22    would carry 173,000 tons each.  And the shipping season, 



           23    the barge tow frequency and the number of barge loads 



           24    would be roughly the same both during construction and 



           25    during operations of the mine itself.  
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            1              Additional infrastructure includes the 



            2    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 



            3    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does 



            4    include some smaller remote camps for pipeline 



            5    construction.  Permanent camp would have 600 beds and 



            6    support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working 



            7    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total 



            8    workforce would be on site at any given time.  



            9              Do we have any questions at this point?  I'll 



           10    pause for a minute.  



           11                    MS. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a 



           12    question.  Is there a backup plan in case something goes 



           13    into Crooked Creek, like something major happens?  Do you 



           14    have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering 



           15    Crooked Creek from going into the Kuskokwim? 



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Donlin has, you know, 



           17    submitted a lot of information and, you know, they will 



           18    have contingency plans for -- I know like for the 



           19    navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the 



           20    Kuskokwim River, they have details on there on how they 



           21    would deal with if there were to be any release of diesel 



           22    fuel or any other kind of a spill.  And again, that's the 



           23    type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS.  We 



           24    will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have 



           25    submitted.  And, you know, URS as the contractor will 
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            1    evaluate that information.  



            2              As I was explaining before, that's the EIS 



            3    process.  They will look at what's submitted, determine if 



            4    additional information is needed, and then they will do an 



            5    analysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.  



            6                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Another 



            7    question I have is on the jobs, the only people that's 



            8    going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista 



            9    because that's their land, you know.  Is there any plans 



           10    for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess it's pretty much up to 



           12    Donlin.  You know, they are the ones that will be 



           13    having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.  



           14    But they are -- you know, as was mentioned earlier -- as 



           15    Sarah mentioned, there will be a health impact assessment, 



           16    and they will be looking at the effects on the local 



           17    communities.  It will be looked at in the socioeconomic 



           18    aspects in the EIS.  It's a good comment to make.  You 



           19    know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.  



           20              But again, our permits -- we are evaluating the 



           21    EIS for the purpose of issuing our permits, and we can't 



           22    tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty 



           23    much their hiring process.  But you know, the 



           24    socioeconomic effects will be considered in the EIS.  



           25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So where Don ended, we 
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            1    have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the 



            2    Calista region, but also including neighboring communities 



            3    potentially affected by the project.  We have to evaluate 



            4    that.  I just wanted to mention that when I had looked at 



            5    some of the newsletters from Donlin, they were trying to 



            6    do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH 



            7    communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwim, the McGrath, 



            8    Nikolai, Telida, Takotna area.  I don't know exactly how 



            9    successful that has been, but I think their plan, the way 



           10    they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokwim 



           11    and then the middle Yukon River in this outreach for 



           12    hiring.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



           14    move on?  



           15                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, when you get 



           16    this project going on in the future, you know, you know, 



           17    all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek mine, 



           18    you know.  You know, I think the Donlin Gold mine should 



           19    send out the newsletter -- I mean, we got the newsletter 



           20    and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our 



           21    people around the GASH region trained up, what kind of 



           22    jobs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can 



           23    get them ready.  You know what I mean?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  To get the information out 



           25    there ahead of time so you can prepare your younger people 
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            1    for -- 



            2                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  That way we can 



            3    get the people employed around the GASH region, you know, 



            4    what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mine, like 



            5    maintenance or electrical work or carpentry or anything 



            6    like that because, you know, we got lots of operators 



            7    around our region, you know.  And you know, I'd like to 



            8    see that happen in the future, you know.  I know it's 



            9    Calista land and Kuskokwim land.  They own the surface and 



           10    everything like that, but it seems like we are left out in 



           11    the forest, you know.  And you know, it would be a good 



           12    plan if they could come up with some kind of deal to make 



           13    sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area, 



           14    you know.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, that's a good 



           16    comment.  And as Taylor mentioned, I know Donlin has been 



           17    doing some outreach, but I guess that's a good comment to 



           18    make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they will 



           19    be seeing the comments -- in fact, all the comments we 



           20    receive will eventually be on our website, so it's a good 



           21    comment to make.  Thank you.  



           22              Any other questions before we move on?  



           23              Okay.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the 



           24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So 



           25    we will now turn to several slides with examples of those 
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            1    issues and concerns.  



            2              One major area is water resources.  The project 



            3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted 



            4    water, but there will still be some concerns.  And 



            5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other 



            6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around 



            7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to 



            8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as 



            9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of 



           10    nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the 



           11    pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again 



           12    affect nearby streams.  



           13              And some of the rock, when exposed to the 



           14    elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste 



           15    rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully 



           16    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine 



           17    site.  



           18              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



           19    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several 



           20    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



           21    mining vehicles.  There will be a 227-megawatt power plant 



           22    and dust created by removing and processing the 



           23    overburden, waste rock and ore.  These could all produce 



           24    emissions.  



           25              Climate change is a growing concern and will 
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            1    need to be considered because large amounts of 



            2    hydrocarbons will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in 



            3    several areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive 



            4    mercury could be release by exposing it during mining.  



            5    Mercury stack emissions could occur during the milling 



            6    process.  So any mercury co-product would require careful 



            7    storage and transport.  



            8              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous 



            9    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good 



           10    response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.  



           11    Other major issues and concerns include wetlands, 



           12    vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence 



           13    and traditional land use.  



           14              The proposed project would affect a total of 



           15    16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at 



           16    the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000 



           17    acres are along the pipeline route.  These areas would be 



           18    impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation removal or 



           19    other disturbances.  



           20              And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  There 



           21    would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or reduced habitat 



           22    functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there 



           23    would also be direct disturbance of individual animals.  



           24              We have already discussed barge traffic and 



           25    noted that there would be a substantial increase.  And 
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            1    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by 



            2    the loss of lands to development.  



            3              Here are some more examples of issues and 



            4    concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 



            5    cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge 



            6    new workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 



            7    duration permanent operations of the mine.  This would 



            8    bring in new employment and income, but also many effects 



            9    on community life and human health.  Historical and 



           10    archeological sites and traditional cultural properties 



           11    that exist in the area might be disturbed or destroyed.  



           12    Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod 



           13    trail, might be affected by new structures and mining 



           14    operations.  



           15              So to conclude, we know that this proposed 



           16    project and land and resources are important, and we would 



           17    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get 



           18    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most 



           19    important thing by being here today and participating in 



           20    the scoping meeting.  



           21              To find more information and to submit a comment 



           22    form, you can visit the project website at 



           23    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone 



           24    number and e-mail address are on the slide.  



           25              For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of 
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            1    Engineers' tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone 



            2    number and e-mail address are also on the slide.  Amanda 



            3    and I have had two tribal teleconferences so far to 



            4    discuss cooperating agency status or 



            5    government-to-government consultation.  And we expect to 



            6    have other teleconferences with the tribes.  Tribal 



            7    governments have the opportunity to enter into 



            8    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate 



            9    process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS 



           10    process.  



           11              So we would now like to hear if there is any 



           12    remaining questions and any comments you may have.  We 



           13    would like to document your comments carefully, so please 



           14    state your name before you speak.  



           15              Here are some ideas about the type of comments 



           16    that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking 



           17    for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the 



           18    EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and effects on 



           19    resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you may have 



           20    on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any 



           21    important information available in your particular 



           22    community.  If you do have written comments that you read, 



           23    we would ask that you please leave a copy with our court 



           24    recorder so we have it for the record.  



           25              So with that, I'll ask if there is any further 
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            1    questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody 



            2    wants to make a prepared statement.



            3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  That's a lot to stomach.  



            4    I guess my biggest concern is I was born and raised in 



            5    this community, and my ancestors come from here.  And the 



            6    land has always been close to our hearts because it -- we 



            7    depend on it so much.  And to listen to all your chemical 



            8    talk and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no 



            9    guarantee for it not to happen.  We are already losing our 



           10    salmon, for whatever reasons we don't know.  



           11              And my concern is the barges coming down.  We 



           12    have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes more 



           13    sandbars and stuff like that.  



           14              If a community decides not to go with Donlin 



           15    Creek, what happens?  Do you -- what do you do?  Move 



           16    away, don't come back?  Or do you find other alternatives 



           17    or routes to go through?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure I quite follow.  



           19    You say if a community decides -- 



           20                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Not to go along, do we 



           21    have a say in that?  Because I -- I'm really not for 



           22    touching the land around the Deloycheet region and Doyon 



           23    region.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Just to clarify your question, 



           25    if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        33







            1    that the question?



            2                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Yeah.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the way -- you know, we 



            4    are preparing the EIS to look at all the potential impacts 



            5    and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to make 



            6    permitting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers, 



            7    but the other cooperating agencies.  



            8              So there is -- so the EIS process will help to 



            9    identify impacts, and that way we will decide if we can 



           10    issue our permits or not for the project as they have 



           11    proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can 



           12    modify it to avoid those impacts.  So it would be through 



           13    the permitting process as to whether or not the project 



           14    can proceed.  It would have to have -- as it showed, there 



           15    is a -- there is a huge number of permits, both State and 



           16    federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those 



           17    permits.  And, you know, those are all, you know, aimed at 



           18    protecting various resources.  



           19              So you know, I guess one community, you know, we 



           20    will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those 



           21    concerns.  If somebody just comes and says I'm opposed to 



           22    the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going 



           23    to keep the project moving forward, but if you identify 



           24    some issues that are unacceptable impacts that could 



           25    potentially prevent us from issuing a permit, but we would 
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            1    have to go through this process first.  



            2              Did that just confuse you more?



            3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  No.  It just doesn't 



            4    sound like very promising.  My next concern is how are all 



            5    these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going 



            6    to benefit from this, aside from the economy and jobs and 



            7    stuff like that?  Once you guys pack up and leave and then 



            8    there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever could 



            9    be gone.  You know, those are future issues that I think 



           10    about because I have a great-granddaughter, and I'm going 



           11    to have more descendents following me.  And I want them to 



           12    have what I have.  And that's my biggest concern.  How are 



           13    we going to benefit?  Is all this profits going out of 



           14    state or is it going to The Kuskokwim Corporation, or what 



           15    do we get out of it?  



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we 



           17    are evaluating.  And you said "when we are gone."  I 



           18    guess, again, I need to emphasize that, you know, it's not 



           19    the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating 



           20    agencies that's going to be, you know, building this 



           21    project.  It's Donlin Gold.  And we're here to identify, 



           22    you know, concerns and issues.  And you know, our goal is 



           23    to avoid those impacts that you are talking about.  You 



           24    know, we will be looking at not only the environmental 



           25    effects, but the socioeconomic effects, as well.  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think often the people 



            2    in the villages take the long view, like not just a few 



            3    years that the mine would operate, but what happens after.  



            4    And that's kind of the question you are asking.  When we 



            5    were in Crooked Creek a few months ago, people recommended 



            6    that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil 



            7    Mine and kind of the employment boom and then what 



            8    happened when the mine closed.  So I think that's like a 



            9    little case study from the region that we are going to try 



           10    and go interview some of the people to talk about.  



           11              There is a lot of concern in the literature now 



           12    about boom-and-bust cycles, what happens after a big, big 



           13    project.  And I don't think we have answers to that 



           14    tonight, but I'm just saying that that's a really good way 



           15    to think about the long-term, a question that we really 



           16    need to work on.  And some of the other communities have 



           17    been raising that same kind of concern.  



           18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a 



           19    concern.  You guys are -- in your EIS you guys are 



           20    studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there.  And 



           21    anything can happen in the drainage.  [indecipherable]  If 



           22    anything happened, if there is like a break or something, 



           23    would anything drain into the Iditarod River?  And that 



           24    comes right down the Shag and the Innoko and it comes past 



           25    Shag and comes down the river.  And that's right -- that's 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        36







            1    right behind the mine.  You guys studied on that?      



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question 



            3    about kind of the topography, the mountains, the ridges, 



            4    the valleys.  The Donlin Project is two or three ridges 



            5    inside the divide between the Kuskokwim and the Yukon 



            6    River.  So I think when -- at this point from the 



            7    engineering and the distances, it looks like all of the -- 



            8    if there is a problem and discharge into the creeks, it 



            9    would be on the Kuskokwim side into Crooked Creek and 



           10    draining down towards the Kuskokwim, not north over the 



           11    height of land and into the Innoko or any of the -- 



           12    Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the 



           13    Yukon River.  I'm sorry that we don't have a really good 



           14    enough map at the right scale for us to look at that 



           15    together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside 



           16    the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwim River and not 



           17    extending into the Yukon River drainage.  



           18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.  



           19    And then another question, with all these concerns of the 



           20    people along the Kuskokwim, all the barges going up the 



           21    river, and then how are they going to go about their 



           22    subsistence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?  



           23    And what are you guys doing to take that into 



           24    consideration?  Because that's a lot of -- that's a lot of 



           25    fishing, you know, a lot of salmon going up.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Again, we have heard that 



            2    concern before, and it will be looked at again.  Donlin 



            3    has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge 



            4    traffic, and I don't have the answer, you know, as far as 



            5    exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this 



            6    time.  But it's -- you know, it is something -- that issue 



            7    has been raised in another -- in a number of the other 



            8    scoping meetings, so it's definitely going to be, you 



            9    know, looked at and addressed.  I don't have the answer 



           10    right now, though.  



           11                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  On that pipeline, you 



           12    mentioned that they are going to put it underground.  I 



           13    don't think that's a very good idea.  And you know, what 



           14    is the diameter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is 



           15    the pipe going to be, you know?  Because you know, I know 



           16    that we can have future accidents in the future when those 



           17    pipes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or something 



           18    like that, maybe have a bust in the pipe.  And I really 



           19    don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the 



           20    ground, you know.  



           21              And you know, you got to deal with the 



           22    corporation.  You got to deal with the corporations and 



           23    the Calista land and whatever has got the right-of-way, 



           24    passing the Native allotments and everything like that, 



           25    you know.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, actually, yes, the 



            2    diameter, I believe it's a 14-inch-diameter pipe.  And one 



            3    of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous 



            4    Materials Safety Administration, and they will be the 



            5    agency that will be looking at that and the safety of it.  



            6    And Donlin has already -- in their design has submitted -- 



            7    or their application submitted some of the safety 



            8    features.  They plan to have a check valve every 20 miles, 



            9    and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it, 



           10    routine maintenance.  They will run pigs down it.  



           11              So they are thinking along the lines of safety.  



           12    And again, you know, the PHMSA, or the Pipeline and 



           13    Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be 



           14    primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the 



           15    pipeline.



           16                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Another comment I would 



           17    like to make about the barge lines running up and down the 



           18    Kuskokwim, you know, we run into that problem at fall 



           19    time; some years the water gets really low and the barges 



           20    can't make it in through the main channel.  And I know the 



           21    Kuskokwim River, once it starts dropping, the water drops 



           22    down, it's like out of sight the month of July and 



           23    whatever.  It's a really a good time to make all this back 



           24    and forth right after breakup and all the materials that 



           25    you guys need.  You might run into that problem in the 
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            1    future in fall time when the water gets too low.  You 



            2    know, sometimes the barges get stuck and whatever, you 



            3    know.  You got to keep that in mind, too, you know, just 



            4    to protect that Kuskokwim River that nothing will happen 



            5    in the future.  You know, that's another picture to take a 



            6    look at.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  And yes, we 



            8    are well aware of that.  We have heard that in many 



            9    communities, and there is going to have to be a real close 



           10    look and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure 



           11    out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or 



           12    what would need to be done in the event of low water.  



           13              Other questions?



           14                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  I'd like to know what 



           15    the State and BLM people have to say about this, if they 



           16    are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they 



           17    supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?



           18                    MR. ALAN BITTNER:  As far as BLM is 



           19    concerned, it's the same as Don has said:  We are not for 



           20    or against it.  We are processing a right-of-way for a 



           21    pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM.  And so 



           22    as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are 



           23    weighing in, and we do have some of the same concerns.  We 



           24    have some of the same concerns about other facets of the 



           25    project like the river and the barge traffic and the level 
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            1    of the water, things like that.  



            2              So we are making our own comments to the project 



            3    about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against 



            4    it.  And we are looking at the part that we have to permit 



            5    or we have to allow is the -- what would be the lands that 



            6    the pipeline crosses.  



            7                    MS. YODER:  And for the State, for the 



            8    health impact assessment, we are not issuing any permits, 



            9    but we are also not for or against the project, but we are 



           10    looking at any potential positive and negative health 



           11    effects.  And then in our process we rank those health -- 



           12    those potential health effects and we try to propose ways 



           13    to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on, 



           14    you know, hiring in different regions.  And then we also 



           15    propose recommendations and things that can be done to 



           16    decrease any health effects.  So ours is not a required 



           17    process for the health impact assessment, however, but we 



           18    are doing our best to get our report into the EIS.  



           19                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have one 



           20    more question.  You guys are going to be the ones that say 



           21    if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all 



           22    over the region?  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  The question is, are we the 



           24    ones that are going to allow them to move forward with the 



           25    project?  
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            1                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Yes.  After 



            2    hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you 



            3    know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.  



            4    How are you going to address those concerns?  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the Corps of Engineers 



            6    has, you know, two major permits for the project.  The 



            7    other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLM for one 



            8    and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is 



            9    a large number of permits.  So the project won't be able 



           10    to move forward until they have obtained all the required 



           11    permits.  And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EIS is 



           12    just one part of our review process.  



           13              It's under the National Environmental Policy Act 



           14    that we are required to do this EIS because of a potential 



           15    significant effect on the quality of the human 



           16    environment.  We also have to comply with section 404 of 



           17    the Clean Water Act which, as I mentioned earlier, 



           18    requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are 



           19    required to select the least environmentally damaging 



           20    alternative.  



           21              And we also do for all of our permits what's 



           22    known as a public interest review.  So you know, we will 



           23    look at the proposed project and all the potential 



           24    effects, you know, including all different facets -- you 



           25    know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we will make 
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            1    our permit decision based on the EIS, the 404(b)(1) 



            2    guidelines, and our public interest review.  So that's 



            3    just the Corps of Engineers.  So you know, if we find that 



            4    it, you know, meets all the requirements, you know, then 



            5    we will issue our permit.  



            6              But again, there is, you know, all these other 



            7    agencies, as well.  So it's not just -- it's not just the 



            8    Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can 



            9    go ahead with your project.  It's -- you know, they have 



           10    to get permits from all these other agencies, as well.



           11                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.  



           12                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, does this 



           13    have some kind of impact around the Donlin Creek Mine, you 



           14    know?  Like I'm talking about -- talking about the animals 



           15    like the moose and the bears and all kinds of animals that 



           16    hang around this area.  Do you see anything like they get 



           17    infected or something like that?  Because I heard in the 



           18    past one time I went down to a meeting down at St. Mary's, 



           19    the Clean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some 



           20    Kuskokwim people at the meeting, and they said that Donlin 



           21    Creek Mine is affecting the animals around the -- around 



           22    the area.  



           23              And you know, I know for a fact this one elderly 



           24    lady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into 



           25    a moose and the moose didn't even have no hair in some 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        43







            1    parts of the body, you know.  I was kind of wondering 



            2    about that.  You know, do you do a study on the animals 



            3    and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek Mine, 



            4    you know?  Does it have an effect on them or do they get 



            5    disease or lose their hair or -- 



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of anything like 



            7    that as far as moose losing their hair but, you know, 



            8    Donlin has been doing baseline studies, you know, on 



            9    wildlife and fish.  And that information has been 



           10    submitted with their permits.  And Donlin -- I'm sorry -- 



           11    URS, you know, has their specialists.  Their wildlife 



           12    people, you know, have looked at that information to 



           13    determine if it's adequate or not.  And they have 



           14    identified areas where additional information is needed 



           15    and additional studies are needed now and in the future.  



           16    You know, that's what we will be using.  



           17              I guess if you have specific information 



           18    regarding, you know, animals in the area that have been 



           19    adversely affected, that would be good, you know, 



           20    information to submit with your comments and we could 



           21    certainly look at that.  But you know, it's not something 



           22    that I'm aware of at this time.  But you know, that's -- 



           23    again, the purpose of our scoping is to find information, 



           24    you know, especially information from the local 



           25    communities that are close to the area where they have, 
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            1    you know, specific information that we might not otherwise 



            2    be aware of.  So if, you know, you have instances or 



            3    examples of that, we would like to hear about it.



            4                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  I think they 



            5    need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in 



            6    the future, you know.  And another thing, too, I'd like to 



            7    bring up, too, in the Kuskokwim sampling of the water, you 



            8    know, I think that they should monitor that about every 



            9    time the barges go up and down the river, take a sample of 



           10    the water, you know, make sure no mercury or radiation is 



           11    leaking out from that mine, you know, and affecting their 



           12    resources and the fish and everything like that, you know, 



           13    because I notice that lots of people are catching cancer 



           14    all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokwim 



           15    and the Yukon side, too, you know.  And I think to myself 



           16    it might be coming from the air quality, too, and from the 



           17    [indecipherable] or whatever that floats around in that 



           18    mine, you know.  That's what I'm concerned about.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there certainly will be 



           20    monitoring, and I guess we will note your comment that you 



           21    think it should be done after every barge.  But there will 



           22    be monitoring.  I guess I don't know the details at this 



           23    time.



           24                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Okay.  Thank you.  --



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  Other comments or questions?  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        45







            1    Yes.  



            2                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  We have our 



            3    school up here.  When things are going to happen in our 



            4    area, we would like to let the children know from K 



            5    through 12 what's going on around us.  After all your 



            6    scoping is almost done, or finished, is it going to be 



            7    available on a DVD to send to the classrooms so kids who 



            8    didn't hear it from their parents or didn't hear it 



            9    whenever someone was here, they could look at it in their 



           10    classroom and talk about it?  Because they worry a lot, 



           11    too.  They worry about our environment and what's going to 



           12    happen to -- our Yukon River is moving way over there.  



           13    They are worried about that.  



           14              So they are aware of what's going on, but I want 



           15    to know if you are going to have anything available to 



           16    teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to 



           17    have a mine to let them know.  And it looks like it's 



           18    going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to 



           19    take coursework in the classroom or go on to a trade 



           20    school or university and be hired.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, all the, you 



           22    know, information from the scoping meetings will be 



           23    summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually 



           24    be available on the website.  I guess that's a good 



           25    suggestion.  I mean, it's a vast amount of information.  
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            1    You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put 



            2    together and something that we will consider.  Thank you.  



            3                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  The reason for a 



            4    DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that long.  



            5    That's why a DVD is faster and simpler for that reason.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Other 



            7    comments or questions?  If not, I guess I'll wrap it up 



            8    here.  We will be around here for a little bit if anybody 



            9    wants to talk to us directly.  Again, there is lots of 



           10    information on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.  



           11    And also if you -- as I said, my phone number and e-mail, 



           12    they are -- they were on the slide here.  I'd be glad to 



           13    give them to you.  They are also in the newsletters that 



           14    were mailed out.  I believe there are some copies on 



           15    the -- at the back of the room.  So thanks for coming.  



           16              Did you have anything?  



           17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I just wanted to add thank 



           18    you for the hospitality.  We know that people see a lot of 



           19    meetings come and go, but this is really an important 



           20    project for the region, so setting aside an evening to 



           21    talk with you us is really helpful.  I want to emphasize  



           22    that we really do listen and take seriously the hard 



           23    questions that you are asking and we hope to come up with 



           24    careful answers by the time we come back to see you in a 



           25    little over a year.  This was really constructive 
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            1    discussion, so thanks to folks.  It's great to see Angela 



            2    again.  I can't remember when we were at a subsistence 



            3    council meeting.  



            4               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2               (Invocation offered by Judi Walker.)

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening and welcome to

  4    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project

  5    environmental impact statement.  We will be referring to

  6    it as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of

  7    Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also

  8    here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the

  9    contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They

 10    are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be

 11    helping me with the presentation.  We also have a court

 12    recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a

 13    transcript of the meeting for the record.

 14              This is the agenda for today, just to provide an

 15    idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will talk

 16    about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS

 17    project milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic

 18    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.

 19    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of

 20    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,

 21    and we will tell you how to do that.

 22              Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If

 23    you have questions or comments, though, please state your

 24    name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the

 25    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation
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  1    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.

  2              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a

  3    mine project that will require federal and State permits.

  4    And in order to comply with the National Environmental

  5    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the

  6    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a

  7    proponent nor an opponent of the project.  It's Donlin

  8    Gold's project, and the EIS will be used for making permit

  9    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping

 10    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.

 11              Scoping meetings can also fulfill public

 12    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources

 13    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the

 14    Corps will work closely with any affected tribes through

 15    government-to-government consultation.

 16              This map gives an orientation to the project

 17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

 18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and

 19    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little

 20    development to date and no existing roads to the region.

 21    The map shows that existing transportation and energy

 22    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral

 23    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new

 24    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It would

 25    be all subject to permitting before the project could
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  1    proceed.

  2              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

  3    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

  4    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from

  5    west coast ports.  Fuel would be delivered -- I'm sorry --

  6    transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to

  7    barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo

  8    supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river

  9    barges.  And the fuel and supplies would then be barged

 10    upriver and off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk.

 11    And there would also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet to

 12    bring in natural gas.

 13              The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,

 14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

 15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this

 16    case Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits

 17    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of

 18    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And issuance of these permits

 19    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to

 20    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed

 21    project.

 22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

 23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies

 24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition to

 25    complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
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  1    complete a public interest review and an analysis under

  2    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires

  3    that we select the least environmentally damaging

  4    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the

  5    information for these analyses into the EIS, as well.

  6              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes, and

  7    a region organization will work together on the EIS.

  8    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their

  9    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.

 10    And as I said previously, the EIS will be used by the

 11    agencies to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will

 12    not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities

 13    and processes.

 14              We have a few of our cooperating agency

 15    representatives with us, and I'd like to allow them to

 16    introduce themselves and say a few words about their roles

 17    in the EIS project.  We have two agencies in the room and

 18    one on the phone.  I'll ask BLM first.  Alan Bittner.

 19                    MR. BITTNER:  Hi.  My name is Alan

 20    Bittner.  I'm the field manager for the Anchorage field

 21    office, and that covers any BLM involved in this project.

 22    And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's

 23    near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from

 24    the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's

 25    the thing that will cross some BLM lands and the major
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  1    thing that we will have to review during this process.

  2              So also with me today is Bruce Seppi, our

  3    wildlife biologist, sitting back here.  And so we can

  4    certainly answer and field any questions later related to

  5    that pipeline if you have them.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Alan.  And with

  7    the State of Alaska we have Sarah Yoder.

  8                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Don said, my

  9    name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of

 10    Health and Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact

 11    Assessment Program, and we are involved with this project

 12    to look at the potential positive and negative health

 13    effects of the project.  And we won't be doing permitting,

 14    but we will have a final report that will be an appendix

 15    to the EIS.

 16              Additionally, there are other State agencies

 17    cooperating with the EIS process.  Department of Natural

 18    Resources and Department of Environmental Conservation and

 19    Department of Fish & Game are also involved.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Sarah.  And on

 21    the teleconference we have Cindi Godsey with EPA.  Cindi?

 22                    MS. GODSEY:  Hi.  I'm EPA's Alaska mining

 23    coordinator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects

 24    like hydrology and geochemistry and water quality and, of

 25    course, experience in tribal consultation.  And so the
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  1    Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our

  2    experience in other mining projects in the state.  And

  3    although we don't have any permit actions of our own, we

  4    do have oversight over the Corps' permitting, as well as

  5    the State's permitting of the air and water quality

  6    permits.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindi.  The

  8    Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits and

  9    consultation, and this slide provides several examples,

 10    and I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the

 11    rest yourselves.  Since the project would place fill in

 12    wetlands and other waters of the U.S., the Corps will need

 13    to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not

 14    to authorize that fill.  And since a portion of the

 15    project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to

 16    evaluate a right-of-way application.  And you can find a

 17    much more comprehensive list of required permits in the

 18    Donlin Gold permit application, which can be found on the

 19    project website at donlingoldeis.com.

 20              This slide slows that there are also many

 21    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,

 22    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on

 23    State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would

 24    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of

 25    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
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  1    for water and air quality permits.  The Department of Fish

  2    & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect fish

  3    habitat.  And the Corps will also consult with the State

  4    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and

  5    historic resources.  And again, there is a much more

  6    comprehensive list that can be found on the project

  7    website.  So this overview of the permit shows why the

  8    various federal and State agencies are involved in the

  9    EIS.  And I will now turn to the milestones of the EIS.

 10              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in

 11    preparing an EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows six

 12    major steps that will be taken from now through November

 13    of 2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal

 14    Register on December 14th of last year, and that initiated

 15    the EIS.  Scoping began on that date, and it continues

 16    through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public

 17    meetings and other methods to provide information and

 18    gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.

 19              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and

 20    cooperating agencies using information from the scoping

 21    process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus

 22    any additional studies that they deem necessary, and

 23    they'll use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is

 24    estimated to be completed by August 2014.  And I'd like to

 25    emphasize that that's an estimated date.  The date could
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  1    shift.

  2              Once the draft EIS is completed, there will be

  3    an opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, and

  4    that will be -- estimated time frame is August through

  5    November of 2014.  At that time you will be able to see

  6    how comments from the scoping period were addressed, and

  7    there will be another round of public meetings and there

  8    will again be opportunities to submit comments on the

  9    draft EIS.

 10              The draft EIS and the comments that are received

 11    will -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare

 12    the final EIS, and that's expected to be completed around

 13    October 2015.  The various agencies that have permitting

 14    authorities will then use the final EIS in their

 15    permitting decisions, and each agency will prepare their

 16    own Record of Decision around November or December of

 17    2015.

 18              Note the gold-colored circles.  These refer to

 19    the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period

 20    and the draft EIS comment period.  And these are the best

 21    opportunities to provide input and make sure that your

 22    comments are heard.

 23              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 24    information and to listen to residents in the affected

 25    region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The
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  1    first is to provide information about the EIS milestones,

  2    and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an

  3    idea of the time frame involved.

  4              The second is to share information about the

  5    proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our

  6    presentation.  And information is also available on the

  7    project website and in the newsletters that have been

  8    mailed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the

  9    future.

 10              The last two purposes are to identify issues and

 11    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106

 12    process, and to identify useful information from

 13    communities.  And that's what we are counting on you for

 14    to help us with these.  What would you like to see

 15    addressed in the EIS and do you have information that we

 16    can use to make informed decisions, informed permitting

 17    decisions.

 18              This is a schedule of our scoping meetings.

 19    It's slipped some or changed somewhat from the beginning

 20    when we started giving the meetings because of some

 21    weather problems, but so far in January we had meetings in

 22    Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage.  In

 23    February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,

 24    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  This month we so

 25    far have been in Emmonak and St. Mary's last week.  And
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  1    today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually

  2    be in Kipnuk rather than Kongiganak.

  3              This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme

  4    represents the many subregions of the project area and

  5    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  For

  6    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

  7    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this

  8    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's

  9    the closest community to the mine site, and also in Aniak

 10    because it's a subregional hub.  For the other subregions,

 11    our meetings are similarly being held -- have been and

 12    will be held in the subregional hubs.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Before you move on, do you

 14    want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Sure.  Do we have -- if

 16    anybody would like to ask questions about the EIS process

 17    at this time before we go into the project description

 18    more.

 19                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  The EIS you are talking

 20    about, is it already started or it's in the working --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, it's already started.  It

 22    began, and December 14th was when the notice was

 23    published, and that began the EIS process.  And the

 24    first -- the first phase of the EIS is the scoping

 25    process, and that's what we are doing right now, having
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  1    the scoping meetings, one of which is, you know, this

  2    meeting here tonight.

  3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And all those villages

  4    you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?

  5    Or why are there so many villages?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, they are all the

  7    villages that are -- that could potentially be affected

  8    that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and

  9    it includes not only the mine site, but also the pipeline

 10    and navigation along the Kuskokwim River.  So pretty much

 11    any villages along the Kuskokwim could potentially be

 12    affected.  Communities on the Yukon, you know, because of

 13    socioeconomic effects, could potentially be affected.

 14              So that's what we did was looked at, you know,

 15    the entire project area, all the elements that, you

 16    know -- not just the mine, but the pipeline and the

 17    additional navigation on the Kuskokwim River and looked at

 18    any communities that we felt could potentially be

 19    affected.  And so, then, that was a total of 66

 20    communities.  And within those we identified those that

 21    were within the AVCP subregions.  We identified, you know,

 22    a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones

 23    that we are having the scoping meetings in.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Then there were two Doyon

 25    subregions, McGrath and Holy Cross.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Yes, there

  2    was also two Doyon subregions.

  3                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  In the

  4    future are you guys going to have something planned like

  5    the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek from here?  Is there

  6    anything --

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Anything planned?

  8                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Anything

  9    planned, like barging or --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the mine will actually

 11    not directly affect the Yukon drainage.  There is no

 12    plans -- I mean, what we are presenting tonight is a

 13    proposal as presented to us from Donlin Gold.

 14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, this -- it's a really

 15    good question.  The EIS is supposed to take a holistic

 16    look, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold Mine,

 17    and we are supposed to look ahead at potential future

 18    projects that might interact with the Donlin Gold Mine, so

 19    we have recently seen some design discussions from the

 20    Alaska Department of Transportation --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Did we lose the phone here

 22    or --

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we are going to

 24    have to hang it up.  I'll try and dial it back in in a

 25    second.  So there is a thing called cumulative effects,

00015

  1    like future effects, and this potential road between the

  2    Yukon and the Kuskokwim and the Paimiut Slough area would

  3    be an example of a future project that we would need to

  4    look into.  So I think that's one possible project

  5    relating to the Yukon River.  It may make a difference in

  6    barge traffic, things of that sort.  That's one that we

  7    are going to have to learn more about and look at in the

  8    EIS itself.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  We will hold on a minute.  We

 10    lost our teleconference.

 11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, I think we are the

 12    only ones on the line.  I think that may have been Cindi

 13    hanging up, but we will keep the line open just in case.

 14                    MR. EUGENE PAUL:  And with you talking

 15    about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was --

 16    that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself,

 17    right?  You guys ain't using any of State funding to have

 18    them put something in, like the road and stuff because,

 19    you know, when we did do a State meeting before, the

 20    village can put a resolution in that we did not want a

 21    road built by the State of Alaska because it's open public

 22    access when we build a road with State funding.  And that

 23    brings in a lot of people that would be able to come into

 24    our lands and hunt, bring drugs and alcohol, all these

 25    things that really affect these big communities down there

00016

  1    that we are -- we are --

  2              I sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs

  3    and we are doing a study.  And we are studying -- there is

  4    a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the

  5    highways are able to connect to these villages.  And we

  6    were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John

  7    Muller, and we were talking about how we could use our

  8    tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our

  9    communities.

 10              And I was wondering, with this gas line that you

 11    guys are proposing and this road that's coming from the

 12    Kuskokwim to the Yukon side, is that going to be through

 13    State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  Everything proposed so far

 15    would be funded by Donlin.  Now the pipeline, the future

 16    of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know,

 17    other communities could create a utility and somehow --

 18    because it would be a common carrier, so I'm not sure, you

 19    know, if there would be any issues with that in the

 20    future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know,

 21    something that we could look at.  You know, it's -- you

 22    know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will

 23    consider that.  But at this time, the pipeline as proposed

 24    is, you know, proposed by Donlin.  It would be constructed

 25    by Donlin.  It would be -- you know, I guess at this point
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  1    it would be their pipeline.

  2              Any other questions before we move on to the

  3    details of the project?

  4              Okay.  Now we are moving on to the mining

  5    project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, it is

  6    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers

  7    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the

  8    cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their

  9    permitting decisions.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership

 10    between two large international mining companies, Barrick

 11    Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located

 12    on lands owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista

 13    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim

 14    Corporation is the surface owner.

 15              As you can see, it's a very large project.  It's

 16    expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year

 17    for an estimated mining life of 27 and a half years,

 18    during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore

 19    each day.

 20              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would

 21    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

 22    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK

 23    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that

 24    might be affected by the project.  For many communities

 25    the project might affect lands and resources that are used
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  1    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The

  2    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements

  3    with many permits required and many agencies involved.

  4              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the

  5    timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked

  6    on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16

  7    years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We

  8    are now entering the three-year permitting period, the

  9    first step of which is holding the scoping meetings.  And

 10    at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies will

 11    decide to issue or to deny their permits.

 12              If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can

 13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an

 14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  And at the

 15    conclusion of the active life of the mine, Donlin Gold

 16    would be responsible for closure and reclamation.  And

 17    this would include decommissioning the mill facilities and

 18    the pipeline, covering over the waste treatment or

 19    tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock

 20    storage facilities.  The land would then be recontoured

 21    and native vegetation would be planted.

 22              We will pause for a minute for any questions if

 23    anybody has any so far.

 24                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And your map shows it

 25    will take 60 years for the vegetation to grow.  How do you
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  1    know that with the environment changing so much?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  For how long it will take the

  3    vegetation --

  4                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Well, the map said up to

  5    60 years after to try to grow it back.  With the weather

  6    changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the -- you know, that's

  8    based on current information and studies that have been

  9    done and current knowledge of the area.  That's

 10    information -- you know, Donlin has been doing a lot of

 11    studies.  They provided information to us.  The purpose of

 12    the EIS process is to look at the information that they

 13    provided to us.  URS, the third-party contractor, you

 14    know, has experts that will look at the information that

 15    Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or

 16    if any other studies are done or more information is

 17    needed.  And that's the information that will go into

 18    preparing the draft EIS.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it's a very good point

 20    that the future might not be the same as the things we can

 21    look back over the last 40, 50 years and observe.  Forest

 22    fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and

 23    revegetation, that's something that the scientists have

 24    studied a fair bit, but that's backwards looking.

 25              And so I think we do have to be open-minded
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  1    about the potential for change in climate systems or in

  2    precipitation, rain and snowfall.  Those things could well

  3    change in the decade, the generation to come.  And I think

  4    we will try to do our best in the technical analysis, but

  5    it's another time to really emphasize the importance of

  6    the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say

  7    that doesn't look convincing.  That's not accurate.

  8    That's not careful enough.

  9              We really want to say this is a long project.

 10    The EIS review, it's three years because we need to look

 11    at a lot of different questions about the mine project,

 12    about the ecology of the region.  So we are going to have

 13    to do it one step at a time.  What we are doing right now

 14    is getting the questions on the table, and then a little

 15    over a year from now when we come back to the communities

 16    we will try and have a good analysis of those.  But there

 17    will be some holes in our draft EIS, and that's where your

 18    comments on the draft will help us to be even more

 19    accurate by the time of the final permit decisions.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

 21    move on?

 22              Okay.  Now we will turn to the major components

 23    of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and

 24    the power plant.  The pipeline would be buried.  It would

 25    not be up on supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline
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  1    System, so it would be a cold pipeline.  It would not

  2    generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, the

  3    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using

  4    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the

  5    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this

  6    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

  7    three forks of the George River.

  8              The image of the block valve on the right side

  9    of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would

 10    not be fenced off, so it would not block access to

 11    subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed

 12    every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for

 13    monitoring and maintenance.  The construction process

 14    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The

 15    design would allow access, but after construction there

 16    would be no improved access for vehicles and no bridges at

 17    water crossings.

 18              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

 19    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west

 20    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim

 21    River Valley and continue west to the mine site near

 22    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent

 23    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands and ten percent Native

 24    corporation lands.

 25              The blue segment in the center of the map there
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  1    is an alternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid

  2    the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would separate

  3    from the originally proposed alignment at milepost 105 and

  4    rejoin at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified the

  5    Corps that this alternative is under consideration and

  6    will be examined during geotechnical investigations this

  7    coming summer.

  8              This slide slows the project components at the

  9    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.

 10    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover

 11    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,

 12    1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings impoundment,

 13    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.

 14    It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half

 15    square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like

 16    material that is left after the gold has been removed from

 17    the mill.

 18              Number three is the waste rock facility, which

 19    would cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock

 20    that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These

 21    major facilities support the mill, which would process

 22    59,000 tons of ore per day.

 23              This is an overview of the major transportation

 24    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port

 25    facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river
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  1    barges.  There would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk

  2    for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged

  3    upriver, and from there they would be trucked to the mine

  4    site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also be a

  5    new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a

  6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine

  7    site.

  8              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

  9    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

 10    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total 26 acres.  And

 11    the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on

 12    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.

 13    The fuel barges would be double-hulled.

 14              The navigation season would average 110 days per

 15    year.  There would be about three barge tow passings per

 16    day.  That could be two up and one down or one up and two

 17    down, meaning that anywhere that you might be along the

 18    riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.

 19    And each tow would be pushing four barges.  There would be

 20    an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.

 21    Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges

 22    would carry 173,000 tons each.  And the shipping season,

 23    the barge tow frequency and the number of barge loads

 24    would be roughly the same both during construction and

 25    during operations of the mine itself.
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  1              Additional infrastructure includes the

  2    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

  3    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does

  4    include some smaller remote camps for pipeline

  5    construction.  Permanent camp would have 600 beds and

  6    support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working

  7    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total

  8    workforce would be on site at any given time.

  9              Do we have any questions at this point?  I'll

 10    pause for a minute.

 11                    MS. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a

 12    question.  Is there a backup plan in case something goes

 13    into Crooked Creek, like something major happens?  Do you

 14    have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering

 15    Crooked Creek from going into the Kuskokwim?

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Donlin has, you know,

 17    submitted a lot of information and, you know, they will

 18    have contingency plans for -- I know like for the

 19    navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the

 20    Kuskokwim River, they have details on there on how they

 21    would deal with if there were to be any release of diesel

 22    fuel or any other kind of a spill.  And again, that's the

 23    type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS.  We

 24    will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have

 25    submitted.  And, you know, URS as the contractor will
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  1    evaluate that information.

  2              As I was explaining before, that's the EIS

  3    process.  They will look at what's submitted, determine if

  4    additional information is needed, and then they will do an

  5    analysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.

  6                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Another

  7    question I have is on the jobs, the only people that's

  8    going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista

  9    because that's their land, you know.  Is there any plans

 10    for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess it's pretty much up to

 12    Donlin.  You know, they are the ones that will be

 13    having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.

 14    But they are -- you know, as was mentioned earlier -- as

 15    Sarah mentioned, there will be a health impact assessment,

 16    and they will be looking at the effects on the local

 17    communities.  It will be looked at in the socioeconomic

 18    aspects in the EIS.  It's a good comment to make.  You

 19    know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.

 20              But again, our permits -- we are evaluating the

 21    EIS for the purpose of issuing our permits, and we can't

 22    tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty

 23    much their hiring process.  But you know, the

 24    socioeconomic effects will be considered in the EIS.

 25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So where Don ended, we

00026

  1    have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the

  2    Calista region, but also including neighboring communities

  3    potentially affected by the project.  We have to evaluate

  4    that.  I just wanted to mention that when I had looked at

  5    some of the newsletters from Donlin, they were trying to

  6    do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH

  7    communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwim, the McGrath,

  8    Nikolai, Telida, Takotna area.  I don't know exactly how

  9    successful that has been, but I think their plan, the way

 10    they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokwim

 11    and then the middle Yukon River in this outreach for

 12    hiring.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

 14    move on?

 15                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, when you get

 16    this project going on in the future, you know, you know,

 17    all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek mine,

 18    you know.  You know, I think the Donlin Gold mine should

 19    send out the newsletter -- I mean, we got the newsletter

 20    and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our

 21    people around the GASH region trained up, what kind of

 22    jobs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can

 23    get them ready.  You know what I mean?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  To get the information out

 25    there ahead of time so you can prepare your younger people
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  1    for --

  2                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  That way we can

  3    get the people employed around the GASH region, you know,

  4    what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mine, like

  5    maintenance or electrical work or carpentry or anything

  6    like that because, you know, we got lots of operators

  7    around our region, you know.  And you know, I'd like to

  8    see that happen in the future, you know.  I know it's

  9    Calista land and Kuskokwim land.  They own the surface and

 10    everything like that, but it seems like we are left out in

 11    the forest, you know.  And you know, it would be a good

 12    plan if they could come up with some kind of deal to make

 13    sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area,

 14    you know.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, that's a good

 16    comment.  And as Taylor mentioned, I know Donlin has been

 17    doing some outreach, but I guess that's a good comment to

 18    make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they will

 19    be seeing the comments -- in fact, all the comments we

 20    receive will eventually be on our website, so it's a good

 21    comment to make.  Thank you.

 22              Any other questions before we move on?

 23              Okay.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the

 24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So

 25    we will now turn to several slides with examples of those
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  1    issues and concerns.

  2              One major area is water resources.  The project

  3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted

  4    water, but there will still be some concerns.  And

  5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other

  6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around

  7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to

  8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as

  9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of

 10    nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the

 11    pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again

 12    affect nearby streams.

 13              And some of the rock, when exposed to the

 14    elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste

 15    rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully

 16    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine

 17    site.

 18              Air quality is also important, and this slide

 19    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several

 20    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

 21    mining vehicles.  There will be a 227-megawatt power plant

 22    and dust created by removing and processing the

 23    overburden, waste rock and ore.  These could all produce

 24    emissions.

 25              Climate change is a growing concern and will
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  1    need to be considered because large amounts of

  2    hydrocarbons will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in

  3    several areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive

  4    mercury could be release by exposing it during mining.

  5    Mercury stack emissions could occur during the milling

  6    process.  So any mercury co-product would require careful

  7    storage and transport.

  8              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous

  9    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good

 10    response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.

 11    Other major issues and concerns include wetlands,

 12    vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence

 13    and traditional land use.

 14              The proposed project would affect a total of

 15    16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at

 16    the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000

 17    acres are along the pipeline route.  These areas would be

 18    impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation removal or

 19    other disturbances.

 20              And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  There

 21    would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or reduced habitat

 22    functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there

 23    would also be direct disturbance of individual animals.

 24              We have already discussed barge traffic and

 25    noted that there would be a substantial increase.  And

00030

  1    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by

  2    the loss of lands to development.

  3              Here are some more examples of issues and

  4    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,

  5    cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge

  6    new workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400

  7    duration permanent operations of the mine.  This would

  8    bring in new employment and income, but also many effects

  9    on community life and human health.  Historical and

 10    archeological sites and traditional cultural properties

 11    that exist in the area might be disturbed or destroyed.

 12    Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod

 13    trail, might be affected by new structures and mining

 14    operations.

 15              So to conclude, we know that this proposed

 16    project and land and resources are important, and we would

 17    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get

 18    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most

 19    important thing by being here today and participating in

 20    the scoping meeting.

 21              To find more information and to submit a comment

 22    form, you can visit the project website at

 23    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone

 24    number and e-mail address are on the slide.

 25              For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of
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  1    Engineers' tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone

  2    number and e-mail address are also on the slide.  Amanda

  3    and I have had two tribal teleconferences so far to

  4    discuss cooperating agency status or

  5    government-to-government consultation.  And we expect to

  6    have other teleconferences with the tribes.  Tribal

  7    governments have the opportunity to enter into

  8    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate

  9    process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS

 10    process.

 11              So we would now like to hear if there is any

 12    remaining questions and any comments you may have.  We

 13    would like to document your comments carefully, so please

 14    state your name before you speak.

 15              Here are some ideas about the type of comments

 16    that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking

 17    for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the

 18    EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and effects on

 19    resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you may have

 20    on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any

 21    important information available in your particular

 22    community.  If you do have written comments that you read,

 23    we would ask that you please leave a copy with our court

 24    recorder so we have it for the record.

 25              So with that, I'll ask if there is any further
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  1    questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody

  2    wants to make a prepared statement.

  3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  That's a lot to stomach.

  4    I guess my biggest concern is I was born and raised in

  5    this community, and my ancestors come from here.  And the

  6    land has always been close to our hearts because it -- we

  7    depend on it so much.  And to listen to all your chemical

  8    talk and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no

  9    guarantee for it not to happen.  We are already losing our

 10    salmon, for whatever reasons we don't know.

 11              And my concern is the barges coming down.  We

 12    have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes more

 13    sandbars and stuff like that.

 14              If a community decides not to go with Donlin

 15    Creek, what happens?  Do you -- what do you do?  Move

 16    away, don't come back?  Or do you find other alternatives

 17    or routes to go through?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure I quite follow.

 19    You say if a community decides --

 20                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Not to go along, do we

 21    have a say in that?  Because I -- I'm really not for

 22    touching the land around the Deloycheet region and Doyon

 23    region.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Just to clarify your question,

 25    if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is
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  1    that the question?

  2                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Yeah.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the way -- you know, we

  4    are preparing the EIS to look at all the potential impacts

  5    and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to make

  6    permitting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers,

  7    but the other cooperating agencies.

  8              So there is -- so the EIS process will help to

  9    identify impacts, and that way we will decide if we can

 10    issue our permits or not for the project as they have

 11    proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can

 12    modify it to avoid those impacts.  So it would be through

 13    the permitting process as to whether or not the project

 14    can proceed.  It would have to have -- as it showed, there

 15    is a -- there is a huge number of permits, both State and

 16    federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those

 17    permits.  And, you know, those are all, you know, aimed at

 18    protecting various resources.

 19              So you know, I guess one community, you know, we

 20    will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those

 21    concerns.  If somebody just comes and says I'm opposed to

 22    the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going

 23    to keep the project moving forward, but if you identify

 24    some issues that are unacceptable impacts that could

 25    potentially prevent us from issuing a permit, but we would

00034

  1    have to go through this process first.

  2              Did that just confuse you more?

  3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  No.  It just doesn't

  4    sound like very promising.  My next concern is how are all

  5    these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going

  6    to benefit from this, aside from the economy and jobs and

  7    stuff like that?  Once you guys pack up and leave and then

  8    there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever could

  9    be gone.  You know, those are future issues that I think

 10    about because I have a great-granddaughter, and I'm going

 11    to have more descendents following me.  And I want them to

 12    have what I have.  And that's my biggest concern.  How are

 13    we going to benefit?  Is all this profits going out of

 14    state or is it going to The Kuskokwim Corporation, or what

 15    do we get out of it?

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we

 17    are evaluating.  And you said "when we are gone."  I

 18    guess, again, I need to emphasize that, you know, it's not

 19    the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating

 20    agencies that's going to be, you know, building this

 21    project.  It's Donlin Gold.  And we're here to identify,

 22    you know, concerns and issues.  And you know, our goal is

 23    to avoid those impacts that you are talking about.  You

 24    know, we will be looking at not only the environmental

 25    effects, but the socioeconomic effects, as well.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think often the people

  2    in the villages take the long view, like not just a few

  3    years that the mine would operate, but what happens after.

  4    And that's kind of the question you are asking.  When we

  5    were in Crooked Creek a few months ago, people recommended

  6    that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil

  7    Mine and kind of the employment boom and then what

  8    happened when the mine closed.  So I think that's like a

  9    little case study from the region that we are going to try

 10    and go interview some of the people to talk about.

 11              There is a lot of concern in the literature now

 12    about boom-and-bust cycles, what happens after a big, big

 13    project.  And I don't think we have answers to that

 14    tonight, but I'm just saying that that's a really good way

 15    to think about the long-term, a question that we really

 16    need to work on.  And some of the other communities have

 17    been raising that same kind of concern.

 18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a

 19    concern.  You guys are -- in your EIS you guys are

 20    studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there.  And

 21    anything can happen in the drainage.  [indecipherable]  If

 22    anything happened, if there is like a break or something,

 23    would anything drain into the Iditarod River?  And that

 24    comes right down the Shag and the Innoko and it comes past

 25    Shag and comes down the river.  And that's right -- that's
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  1    right behind the mine.  You guys studied on that?

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question

  3    about kind of the topography, the mountains, the ridges,

  4    the valleys.  The Donlin Project is two or three ridges

  5    inside the divide between the Kuskokwim and the Yukon

  6    River.  So I think when -- at this point from the

  7    engineering and the distances, it looks like all of the --

  8    if there is a problem and discharge into the creeks, it

  9    would be on the Kuskokwim side into Crooked Creek and

 10    draining down towards the Kuskokwim, not north over the

 11    height of land and into the Innoko or any of the --

 12    Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the

 13    Yukon River.  I'm sorry that we don't have a really good

 14    enough map at the right scale for us to look at that

 15    together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside

 16    the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwim River and not

 17    extending into the Yukon River drainage.

 18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.

 19    And then another question, with all these concerns of the

 20    people along the Kuskokwim, all the barges going up the

 21    river, and then how are they going to go about their

 22    subsistence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?

 23    And what are you guys doing to take that into

 24    consideration?  Because that's a lot of -- that's a lot of

 25    fishing, you know, a lot of salmon going up.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Again, we have heard that

  2    concern before, and it will be looked at again.  Donlin

  3    has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge

  4    traffic, and I don't have the answer, you know, as far as

  5    exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this

  6    time.  But it's -- you know, it is something -- that issue

  7    has been raised in another -- in a number of the other

  8    scoping meetings, so it's definitely going to be, you

  9    know, looked at and addressed.  I don't have the answer

 10    right now, though.

 11                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  On that pipeline, you

 12    mentioned that they are going to put it underground.  I

 13    don't think that's a very good idea.  And you know, what

 14    is the diameter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is

 15    the pipe going to be, you know?  Because you know, I know

 16    that we can have future accidents in the future when those

 17    pipes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or something

 18    like that, maybe have a bust in the pipe.  And I really

 19    don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the

 20    ground, you know.

 21              And you know, you got to deal with the

 22    corporation.  You got to deal with the corporations and

 23    the Calista land and whatever has got the right-of-way,

 24    passing the Native allotments and everything like that,

 25    you know.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, actually, yes, the

  2    diameter, I believe it's a 14-inch-diameter pipe.  And one

  3    of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous

  4    Materials Safety Administration, and they will be the

  5    agency that will be looking at that and the safety of it.

  6    And Donlin has already -- in their design has submitted --

  7    or their application submitted some of the safety

  8    features.  They plan to have a check valve every 20 miles,

  9    and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it,

 10    routine maintenance.  They will run pigs down it.

 11              So they are thinking along the lines of safety.

 12    And again, you know, the PHMSA, or the Pipeline and

 13    Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be

 14    primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the

 15    pipeline.

 16                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Another comment I would

 17    like to make about the barge lines running up and down the

 18    Kuskokwim, you know, we run into that problem at fall

 19    time; some years the water gets really low and the barges

 20    can't make it in through the main channel.  And I know the

 21    Kuskokwim River, once it starts dropping, the water drops

 22    down, it's like out of sight the month of July and

 23    whatever.  It's a really a good time to make all this back

 24    and forth right after breakup and all the materials that

 25    you guys need.  You might run into that problem in the
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  1    future in fall time when the water gets too low.  You

  2    know, sometimes the barges get stuck and whatever, you

  3    know.  You got to keep that in mind, too, you know, just

  4    to protect that Kuskokwim River that nothing will happen

  5    in the future.  You know, that's another picture to take a

  6    look at.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  And yes, we

  8    are well aware of that.  We have heard that in many

  9    communities, and there is going to have to be a real close

 10    look and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure

 11    out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or

 12    what would need to be done in the event of low water.

 13              Other questions?

 14                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  I'd like to know what

 15    the State and BLM people have to say about this, if they

 16    are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they

 17    supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?

 18                    MR. ALAN BITTNER:  As far as BLM is

 19    concerned, it's the same as Don has said:  We are not for

 20    or against it.  We are processing a right-of-way for a

 21    pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM.  And so

 22    as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are

 23    weighing in, and we do have some of the same concerns.  We

 24    have some of the same concerns about other facets of the

 25    project like the river and the barge traffic and the level
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  1    of the water, things like that.

  2              So we are making our own comments to the project

  3    about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against

  4    it.  And we are looking at the part that we have to permit

  5    or we have to allow is the -- what would be the lands that

  6    the pipeline crosses.

  7                    MS. YODER:  And for the State, for the

  8    health impact assessment, we are not issuing any permits,

  9    but we are also not for or against the project, but we are

 10    looking at any potential positive and negative health

 11    effects.  And then in our process we rank those health --

 12    those potential health effects and we try to propose ways

 13    to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on,

 14    you know, hiring in different regions.  And then we also

 15    propose recommendations and things that can be done to

 16    decrease any health effects.  So ours is not a required

 17    process for the health impact assessment, however, but we

 18    are doing our best to get our report into the EIS.

 19                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have one

 20    more question.  You guys are going to be the ones that say

 21    if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all

 22    over the region?

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  The question is, are we the

 24    ones that are going to allow them to move forward with the

 25    project?
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  1                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Yes.  After

  2    hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you

  3    know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.

  4    How are you going to address those concerns?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the Corps of Engineers

  6    has, you know, two major permits for the project.  The

  7    other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLM for one

  8    and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is

  9    a large number of permits.  So the project won't be able

 10    to move forward until they have obtained all the required

 11    permits.  And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EIS is

 12    just one part of our review process.

 13              It's under the National Environmental Policy Act

 14    that we are required to do this EIS because of a potential

 15    significant effect on the quality of the human

 16    environment.  We also have to comply with section 404 of

 17    the Clean Water Act which, as I mentioned earlier,

 18    requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are

 19    required to select the least environmentally damaging

 20    alternative.

 21              And we also do for all of our permits what's

 22    known as a public interest review.  So you know, we will

 23    look at the proposed project and all the potential

 24    effects, you know, including all different facets -- you

 25    know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we will make
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  1    our permit decision based on the EIS, the 404(b)(1)

  2    guidelines, and our public interest review.  So that's

  3    just the Corps of Engineers.  So you know, if we find that

  4    it, you know, meets all the requirements, you know, then

  5    we will issue our permit.

  6              But again, there is, you know, all these other

  7    agencies, as well.  So it's not just -- it's not just the

  8    Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can

  9    go ahead with your project.  It's -- you know, they have

 10    to get permits from all these other agencies, as well.

 11                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.

 12                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, does this

 13    have some kind of impact around the Donlin Creek Mine, you

 14    know?  Like I'm talking about -- talking about the animals

 15    like the moose and the bears and all kinds of animals that

 16    hang around this area.  Do you see anything like they get

 17    infected or something like that?  Because I heard in the

 18    past one time I went down to a meeting down at St. Mary's,

 19    the Clean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some

 20    Kuskokwim people at the meeting, and they said that Donlin

 21    Creek Mine is affecting the animals around the -- around

 22    the area.

 23              And you know, I know for a fact this one elderly

 24    lady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into

 25    a moose and the moose didn't even have no hair in some
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  1    parts of the body, you know.  I was kind of wondering

  2    about that.  You know, do you do a study on the animals

  3    and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek Mine,

  4    you know?  Does it have an effect on them or do they get

  5    disease or lose their hair or --

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of anything like

  7    that as far as moose losing their hair but, you know,

  8    Donlin has been doing baseline studies, you know, on

  9    wildlife and fish.  And that information has been

 10    submitted with their permits.  And Donlin -- I'm sorry --

 11    URS, you know, has their specialists.  Their wildlife

 12    people, you know, have looked at that information to

 13    determine if it's adequate or not.  And they have

 14    identified areas where additional information is needed

 15    and additional studies are needed now and in the future.

 16    You know, that's what we will be using.

 17              I guess if you have specific information

 18    regarding, you know, animals in the area that have been

 19    adversely affected, that would be good, you know,

 20    information to submit with your comments and we could

 21    certainly look at that.  But you know, it's not something

 22    that I'm aware of at this time.  But you know, that's --

 23    again, the purpose of our scoping is to find information,

 24    you know, especially information from the local

 25    communities that are close to the area where they have,
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  1    you know, specific information that we might not otherwise

  2    be aware of.  So if, you know, you have instances or

  3    examples of that, we would like to hear about it.

  4                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  I think they

  5    need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in

  6    the future, you know.  And another thing, too, I'd like to

  7    bring up, too, in the Kuskokwim sampling of the water, you

  8    know, I think that they should monitor that about every

  9    time the barges go up and down the river, take a sample of

 10    the water, you know, make sure no mercury or radiation is

 11    leaking out from that mine, you know, and affecting their

 12    resources and the fish and everything like that, you know,

 13    because I notice that lots of people are catching cancer

 14    all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokwim

 15    and the Yukon side, too, you know.  And I think to myself

 16    it might be coming from the air quality, too, and from the

 17    [indecipherable] or whatever that floats around in that

 18    mine, you know.  That's what I'm concerned about.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there certainly will be

 20    monitoring, and I guess we will note your comment that you

 21    think it should be done after every barge.  But there will

 22    be monitoring.  I guess I don't know the details at this

 23    time.

 24                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Okay.  Thank you.  --

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  Other comments or questions?

00045

  1    Yes.

  2                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  We have our

  3    school up here.  When things are going to happen in our

  4    area, we would like to let the children know from K

  5    through 12 what's going on around us.  After all your

  6    scoping is almost done, or finished, is it going to be

  7    available on a DVD to send to the classrooms so kids who

  8    didn't hear it from their parents or didn't hear it

  9    whenever someone was here, they could look at it in their

 10    classroom and talk about it?  Because they worry a lot,

 11    too.  They worry about our environment and what's going to

 12    happen to -- our Yukon River is moving way over there.

 13    They are worried about that.

 14              So they are aware of what's going on, but I want

 15    to know if you are going to have anything available to

 16    teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to

 17    have a mine to let them know.  And it looks like it's

 18    going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to

 19    take coursework in the classroom or go on to a trade

 20    school or university and be hired.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, all the, you

 22    know, information from the scoping meetings will be

 23    summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually

 24    be available on the website.  I guess that's a good

 25    suggestion.  I mean, it's a vast amount of information.
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  1    You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put

  2    together and something that we will consider.  Thank you.

  3                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  The reason for a

  4    DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that long.

  5    That's why a DVD is faster and simpler for that reason.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Other

  7    comments or questions?  If not, I guess I'll wrap it up

  8    here.  We will be around here for a little bit if anybody

  9    wants to talk to us directly.  Again, there is lots of

 10    information on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.

 11    And also if you -- as I said, my phone number and e-mail,

 12    they are -- they were on the slide here.  I'd be glad to

 13    give them to you.  They are also in the newsletters that

 14    were mailed out.  I believe there are some copies on

 15    the -- at the back of the room.  So thanks for coming.

 16              Did you have anything?

 17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I just wanted to add thank

 18    you for the hospitality.  We know that people see a lot of

 19    meetings come and go, but this is really an important

 20    project for the region, so setting aside an evening to

 21    talk with you us is really helpful.  I want to emphasize

 22    that we really do listen and take seriously the hard

 23    questions that you are asking and we hope to come up with

 24    careful answers by the time we come back to see you in a

 25    little over a year.  This was really constructive
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  1    discussion, so thanks to folks.  It's great to see Angela

  2    again.  I can't remember when we were at a subsistence

  3    council meeting.

  4               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m.)
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