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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(I'nvocation offered by Judi Walker.)

MR KUHLE: Good evening and wel cone to
the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
environmental inpact statement. We will be referring to
it as an EIS. M name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of
Engi neers, and |'mthe project nanager for the EIS. Al so
here today are two people fromURS Alaska, which is the
contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS. They
are Taylor Brelsford and Mxie Alexie. And they will be
hel ping me with the presentation. W also have a court
recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a
transcript of the meeting for the record.

This is the agenda for today, just to provide an
i dea of the topics that we will be covering. W wll talk
about the purpose of today's neeting and then the EI'S
project mlestones. Next we want to provide a basic
overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
And then we will sumarize a fewissues as a way of
inviting your conments. W& encourage you to get involved,
and we will tell you how to do that.

Feel free to ask questions as we go along. |If
you have questions or comments, though, please state your
name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
meeting. We will also have tine after the presentation
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for questions and statements that you may w sh to nake.

W' re here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
mne project that will require federal and State permits.
And in order to conply with the National Environnental
Policy Act, the Corps nust prepare an EIS to anal yze the
i npacts of the proposed project. The Corps is neither a
proponent nor an opponent of the project. It's Donlin
Cold's project, and the EIS w Il be used for naking permt
deci sions by the Corps and by other agencies. The scoping
meetings are the first step in the EI'S process.

Scoping neetings can also fulfill public
i nvol venent requirenments regarding cultural resources
under the National H storic Preservation Act, and the
Corps will work closely with any affected tribes through
gover nment - t 0- gover nment consul tati on.

This map gives an orientation to the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokw m River and
t he Yukon- KuskokwimDelta. It's arenote area with little
devel opment to date and no existing roads to the region.
The map shows that existing transportation and energy
infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentra
Al aska. The proposed mne would require all new
infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. It would
be all subject to permtting before the project coul d
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proceed.

This map gives an idea of the |ogistics and
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
|l ogistics for the mne include fuel and cargo comng from
west coast ports. Fuel would be delivered -- I'msorry --
transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to
barges and then again to river barges in Bethel. Cargo
supplies woul d al so go to Bethel for transfer to the river
barges. And the fuel and supplies would then be barged
upriver and off-|oaded at a new barge landing in Jungj uk.
And there would al so be a new pipeline fromCook Inlet to
bring in natural gas

The Natural Environnental Policy Act, or NEPA
requires an EIS for any nmajor federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment. In this
case Donlin Gold has submtted applications for permts
under section 404 of the Cean Water Act and section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act. And issuance of these permts
woul d be a nmajor federal action and require an EISto
eval uate the environmental inpacts of the proposed
project.

The EI'S, along with other applicable | aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
to make their permt decisions. And in addition to
conplying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
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conplete a public interest review and an anal ysis under
section 404(b)(1) of the Cean Water Act, which requires
that we select the |east environnental |y damagi ng
practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
information for these analyses into the EIS, as well.

This slide shows that nany agencies, tribes, and
a region organization will work together on the EIS.
Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
permtting responsibilities or their special expertise.
And as | said previously, the EIS will be used by the
agencies to aid in their permtting decisions. It wll
not, however, replace the normal permtting authorities
and processes.

W have a few of our cooperating agency
representatives with us, and 1'd like to allowthemto
i ntroduce thensel ves and say a few words about their roles
inthe EIS project. W have two agencies in the room and

one on the phone. 1'Il ask BLMfirst. Alan Bittner
MR BITTNER H. M name is Aan
Bittner. I'mthe field manager for the Anchorage field

office, and that covers any BLMinvolved in this project.
And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's
near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from
the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's
the thing that will cross sone BLMIands and the major
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thing that we will have to review during this process.

So also with nme today is Bruce Seppi, our
wildlife biologist, sitting back here. And so we can
certainly answer and field any questions later related to
that pipeline if you have them

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Alan. And with
the State of Al aska we have Sarah Yoder.

M5. YODER  Hi, everyone. As Don said, ny
name is Sarah Yoder, and | work for the Departnent of
Heal th and Social Services. | work in the Health Inpact
Assessment Program and we are involved with this project
to ook at the potential positive and negative health
effects of the project. And we won't be doing permtting,
but we will have a final report that will be an appendi x
to the EIS

Additionally, there are other State agencies
cooperating with the EIS process. Departnent of Natural
Resources and Departnent of Environnmental Conservation and
Departnent of Fish & Gane are al so invol ved.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Sarah. And on
the tel econference we have Cndi Codsey with EPA. Cindi?

MS. GODSEY: H. |'mEPA s Alaska mning
coordi nator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects
|'i ke hydrol ogy and geochem stry and water quality and, of
course, experience in tribal consultation. And so the
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Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our
experience in other mning projects in the state. And
al though we don't have any permt actions of our own, we
do have oversight over the Corps' permtting, as well as
the State's permtting of the air and water quality
permts.
MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Gndi. The

Donlin Gold Project will require nany federal permts and
consultation, and this slide provides several exanples,
and 1'Il highlight two of these and invite you to read the
rest yourselves. Since the project would place fill in
wet | ands and other waters of the U S., the Corps will need
to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not
to authorize that fill. And since a portion of the
project pipeline would cross BLM | ands, BLMwi |l need to
evaluate a right-of-way application. And you can find a
much nore conprehensive |ist of required permts in the
Donlin Gold permt application, which can be found on the
project website at donlingol deis.com

This slide slows that there are al so many
permts required fromthe State of Al aska. For exanple,
over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources woul d
evaluate a right-of-way application. The Department of
Environnental Conservation has several responsibilities
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for water and air quality permts. The Departnent of Fish
& Game has permtting responsibilities to protect fish
habitat. And the Corps will also consult with the State
H storic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
historic resources. And again, there is a nuch nore
conprehensive list that can be found on the project
website. So this overview of the permt shows why the
various federal and State agencies are involved in the
EIS. And | will nowturn to the mlestones of the EIS.

Sone of you may be famliar with the steps in
preparing an EIS. And the diagramon the right shows six
maj or steps that will be taken from now through Novenber
of 2015. A Notice of Intent was published in the Federa
Regi ster on Decenber 14th of |ast year, and that initiated
the EIS. Scoping began on that date, and it continues
t hrough March 29th of this year. Scoping involves public
meetings and other nmethods to provide information and
gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.

After scoping, URSw !l work with the Corps and
cooperating agencies using information fromthe scoping
process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus
any additional studies that they deem necessary, and
they' Il use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is
estimated to be conpleted by August 2014. And I'd like to
enphasi ze that that's an estimted date. The date could
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shift.

Once the draft EISis conpleted, there will be
an opportunity for public review of the draft EI'S, and
that will be -- estimated tinme frame i s August through
Novenber of 2014. At that tinme you will be able to see
how comments fromthe scoping period were addressed, and
there will be another round of public meetings and there
wi |l again be opportunities to submt conments on the
draft El S

The draft EIS and the conments that are received
will -- the conments on the draft will be used to prepare
the final EIS, and that's expected to be conpl eted around
Cct ober 2015. The various agencies that have permtting
authorities will then use the final EISin their
permtting decisions, and each agency will prepare their
own Record of Decision around Novenber or December of
2015.

Note the gold-colored circles. These refer to
the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period
and the draft EIS comment period. And these are the best
opportunities to provide input and make sure that your
comments are heard.

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. And this can be broken into four areas. The
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first is to provide information about the EI'S m | estones,
and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an
i dea of the time frame invol ved.

The second is to share information about the
proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
presentation. And information is also available on the
project website and in the newsletters that have been
mai led out so far, and others will be mailed out in the
future

The last two purposes are to identify issues and
concerns to examne in the EIS and the section 106
process, and to identify useful information from
communities. And that's what we are counting on you for
to help us with these. What would you like to see
addressed in the EI'S and do you have information that we
can use to make inforned decisions, informed permtting
deci si ons.

This is a schedul e of our scoping neetings.

It's slipped sone or changed sonmewhat fromthe beginning
when we started giving the meetings because of some

weat her problems, but so far in January we had meetings in
Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage. In
February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, MGath,

Qui nhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay. This month we so
far have been in Emonak and St. Mary's |ast week. And
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today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually
be in Kipnuk rather than Kongi ganak.

This map is kind of busy, but the color schene
represents the many subregions of the project area and
hel ps to show how the scoping plan was devel oped. For
exanpl e, the orange dots show The Kuskokw m Corporation
villages nearest the proposed project. And in this
subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's
the closest conmunity to the mne site, and also in Aniak
because it's a subregional hub. For the other subregions,
our neetings are simlarly being held -- have been and
will be held in the subregional hubs.

MR BRELSFORD: Before you nmove on, do you
want to pause and ask for questions on the EI'S process?

MR KUHLE: Sure. Do we have -- if
anybody would like to ask questions about the EI'S process
at this tine before we go into the project description
nor e.

M5. JUDI WALKER: The EI'S you are talking
about, is it already started or it's in the working --

MR. KUHLE: Yes, it's already started. It
began, and Decenber 14th was when the notice was
publ i shed, and that began the EI'S process. And the
first -- the first phase of the EISis the scoping
process, and that's what we are doing right now, having
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the scoping nmeetings, one of which is, you know, this
meeting here tonight.

M5. JUDI WALKER  And all those villages
you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?
O why are there so many villages?

MR KUHLE: Well, they are all the
villages that are -- that could potentially be affected
that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and
it includes not only the mne site, but also the pipeline
and navigation along the KuskokwimRiver. So pretty much
any villages along the Kuskokwi m coul d potentially be
affected. Conmunities on the Yukon, you know, because of
soci oeconom ¢ effects, could potentially be affected.

So that's what we did was | ooked at, you know,
the entire project area, all the elements that, you
know -- not just the mne, but the pipeline and the
addi tional navigation on the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and | ooked at
any comunities that we felt could potentially be
affected. And so, then, that was a total of 66
communities. And within those we identified those that
were within the AVCP subregions. W identified, you know,
a hub conmunity in each of those, and those are the ones
that we are having the scoping meetings in.

MR BRELSFORD: Then there were two Doyon
subregions, MGath and Holy Cross.
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MR KUHLE: Okay. |'msorry. Yes, there
was al so two Doyon subregions.

MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR.: In the
future are you guys going to have something planned |ike
the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek fromhere? 1Is there
anything --

MR. KUHLE: Anything pl anned?

MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR.: Anything
pl anned, |ike barging or --

MR KUHLE: Well, the mine will actually
not directly affect the Yukon drainage. There is no
plans -- | mean, what we are presenting tonight is a
proposal as presented to us fromDonlin Gold.

MR BRELSFORD: Don, this -- it's areally
good question. The EIS is supposed to take a holistic
| ook, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold M ne,
and we are supposed to | ook ahead at potential future
projects that mght interact with the Donlin Gold Mne, so
we have recently seen some design discussions fromthe
Al aska Departnent of Transportation --

MR KUHLE: Did we | ose the phone here
or --

MR BRELSFORD: | think we are going to
have to hang it up. I'Il try and dial it back inin a
second. So there is a thing called cumulative effects,
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like future effects, and this potential road between the
Yukon and the Kuskokw m and the Paimut Slough area woul d
be an exanple of a future project that we would need to
look into. So | think that's one possible project
relating to the Yukon River. It may make a difference in
barge traffic, things of that sort. That's one that we
are going to have to learn nore about and | ook at in the
EISitself.

MR KUHLE: We will hold on a mnute. W
| ost our teleconference

MR BRELSFORD: Don, | think we are the
only ones on the line. | think that may have been Ci ndi
hangi ng up, but we will keep the |ine open just in case.

MR. EUGENE PAUL: And with you talking
about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was --
that's being paid for for Donlin to put it initself,
right? You guys ain't using any of State funding to have
them put sonething in, |like the road and stuff because,
you know, when we did do a State neeting before, the
village can put a resolution in that we did not want a
road built by the State of A aska because it's open public
access when we build a road with State funding. And that
brings in a lot of people that would be able to come into
our lands and hunt, bring drugs and al cohol, all these
things that really affect these big comunities down there
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that we are -- we are --

| sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs
and we are doing a study. And we are studying -- there is
a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the
hi ghways are able to connect to these villages. And we
were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John
Mil I er, and we were tal king about how we could use our
tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our
conmuni ties.

And | was wondering, with this gas line that you
guys are proposing and this road that's comng fromthe
Kuskokwi mto the Yukon side, is that going to be through
State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?

MR KUHLE: Everything proposed so far
woul d be funded by Donlin. Now the pipeline, the future
of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know,
ot her conmunities could create a utility and sonehow - -
because it would be a conmon carrier, so I'mnot sure, you
know, if there would be any issues with that in the
future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know,
sonething that we could look at. You know, it's -- you
know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will
consider that. But at this tine, the pipeline as proposed
i's, you know, proposed by Donlin. It would be constructed
by Donlin. It would be -- you know, | guess at this point
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it would be their pipeline.

Any ot her questions before we nmove on to the
details of the project?

Ckay. Now we are noving on to the mning
project as proposed by Donlin CGold. And again, it is
Donlin Gold's project. It's not a Corps of Engineers
project. It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their
permtting decisions. Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership
between two | arge international mning conpanies, Barrick
Col d and NovaGold. And the Donlin Gold deposit is |ocated
on | ands owned by two Al aska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokw m
Corporation is the surface owner.

As you can see, it's a very large project. It's
expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
for an estimated mning life of 27 and a half years,
during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore
each day.

W have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in a renpte part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwi mValley and down to the YK
Delta. This area is home to sone 66 comunities that
m ght be affected by the project. For many conmunities
the project mght affect |ands and resources that are used
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for subsistence and other livelihood activities. The
project will face an extensive set of |egal requirenents
with many pernmits required and many agencies invol ved.

The diagramat the bottom of the slide shows the
timeline fromexploration to closure. Donlin has worked
on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16
years prior to submtting their permt applications. W
are now entering the three-year permtting period, the
first step of which is holding the scoping meetings. And
at the conclusion of the EI'S process, the agencies wl|
decide to issue or to deny their permts.

If the permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can
proceed with three to four years of construction and an
estimated 27 and a half years of operations. And at the
conclusion of the active life of the mne, Donlin Gold
woul d be responsible for closure and reclanmation. And
this would include decomm ssioning the mll facilities and
the pipeline, covering over the waste treatnent or
tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock
storage facilities. The land would then be recontoured
and native vegetation would be planted.

VW will pause for a mnute for any questions if
anybody has any so far.

M5. JUDI WALKER: And your map shows it
wi |l take 60 years for the vegetation to grow. How do you
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know that with the environment changing so nuch?

MR. KUHLE: For how long it will take the
vegetation --

M5. JUDI WALKER: Well, the map said up to
60 years after to try to grow it back. Wth the weather
changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?

MR. KUHLE: \Well, the -- you know, that's
based on current information and studies that have been
done and current know edge of the area. That's
information -- you know, Donlin has been doing a |ot of
studies. They provided information to us. The purpose of
the EI'S process is to ook at the information that they
provided to us. URS, the third-party contractor, you
know, has experts that will |ook at the information that
Donlin has provided, determne if it's accurate or not or
if any other studies are done or nore information is
needed. And that's the information that will go into
preparing the draft EIS.

MR. BRELSFORD: So it's a very good point
that the future mght not be the sane as the things we can
| ook back over the last 40, 50 years and observe. Forest
fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and
revegetation, that's sonething that the scientists have
studied a fair bit, but that's backwards |ooking.

And so | think we do have to be open-m nded
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about the potential for change in climate systens or in
precipitation, rain and snowfall. Those things could well
change in the decade, the generation to come. And | think
we Wil try to do our best in the technical analysis, but
it's another tine to really enphasize the inportance of
the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say
that doesn't |ook convincing. That's not accurate.

That's not careful enough.

W really want to say this is a | ong project.
The EISreview, it's three years because we need to | ook
at a lot of different questions about the mne project,
about the ecology of the region. So we are going to have
to do it one step at a time. Wat we are doing right now
is getting the questions on the table, and then a little
over a year from now when we come back to the comunities
we wll try and have a good anal ysis of those. But there
will be some holes in our draft EI'S, and that's where your
conments on the draft will help us to be even nore
accurate by the time of the final permt decisions.

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
move on?

Ckay. Now we will turn to the major conponents
of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and
the power plant. The pipeline would be buried. It would
not be up on supports |ike the Trans-Al aska Pipeline
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System so it would be a cold pipeline. It would not
generate heat. \Were it crosses eight major rivers, the
pi peline would be installed bel owthe riverbed using
horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo at the top of the slide. For exanple, this
techni que woul d be used to cross the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and
three forks of the George River.

The image of the block valve on the right side
of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would
not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
subsi stence use areas. The right-of-way would be brushed
every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for
moni toring and mai ntenance. The construction process
woul d not create a road along the right-of-way. The
design woul d all ow access, but after construction there
woul d be no inproved access for vehicles and no bridges at
wat er crossings.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokw m
River Valley and continue west to the mne site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State lands, 34 percent BLMIands and ten percent Native
corporation | ands.

The bl ue segment in the center of the map there
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is an alternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid
the Dal zell Corge in the Al aska Range. It would separate
fromthe originally proposed alignment at mlepost 105 and
rejoin at mlepost 150. Donlin CGold recently notified the
Corps that this alternative is under consideration and

wi || be exam ned during geotechnical investigations this
com ng sunmer.

This slide slows the project conponents at the
mne site. And 1'd like to highlight three of these.
Nurmber one is the open pit, which woul d eventual |y cover
1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mles long, one mle wde,
1,850 feet deep. MNunber two is the tailings inpoundment,
technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.

It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
square mles. Tailings refer to the fine powder-I|ike
material that is left after the gold has been renoved from
the mll.

Nunber three is the waste rock facility, which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock
that's removed to get to the gol d-bearing ore. These
major facilities support the mll, which would process
59,000 tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river
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barges. There would be a new barge |anding near Jungj uk
for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged
upriver, and fromthere they woul d be trucked to the mne
site by way of a new 30-mle road. There would also be a
new 5, 000-foot runway near the mne site and a
40-mllion-gallon diesel storage facility at the mne
site.

The proposed barge | anding at Jungjuk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back fromthe bank for a total 26 acres. And
the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
t he Kuskokwi m River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.
The fuel barges would be doubl e-hul | ed.

The navigation season woul d average 110 days per
year. There woul d be about three barge tow passings per
day. That could be two up and one down or one up and two
down, neaning that anywhere that you m ght be along the
riverbank, you coul d expect to see three tows per day.

And each tow woul d be pushing four barges. There would be
an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.
Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges
woul d carry 173,000 tons each. And the shipping season
the barge tow frequency and the nunber of barge |oads
woul d be roughly the sanme both during construction and
during operations of the mne itself.
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Addi tional infrastructure includes the
construction canmp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. And this does
include sone smaller renote canps for pipeline
construction. Permanent canp woul d have 600 beds and
support a workforce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees worKki ng
shifts, nmeaning that only about half of the total
wor kf orce woul d be on site at any given tine.

Do we have any questions at this point? 1"l
pause for a mnute.

MS. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR: | have a
question. Is there a backup plan in case sonething goes
into Crooked Creek, |ike sonething major happens? Do you
have a backup plan to stop the wastewater fromentering
Crooked Creek fromgoing into the Kuskokw n?

MR KUHLE: Donlin has, you know,
submtted a lot of information and, you know, they wl |
have contingency plans for -- | know |like for the
navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver, they have details on there on how they
woul d deal with if there were to be any rel ease of diesel

fuel or any other kind of a spill. And again, that's the
type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS. W
will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have

submtted. And, you know, URS as the contractor will
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eval uate that information.

As | was explaining before, that's the EI S
process. They will look at what's submtted, determne if
additional information is needed, and then they will do an
analysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.

MR ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR : Anot her
question | have is on the jobs, the only people that's
going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista
because that's their land, you know. 1Is there any plans
for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?

MR KUHLE: | guess it's pretty nuch up to
Donlin. You know, they are the ones that will be
having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.

But they are -- you know, as was nentioned earlier -- as
Sarah nentioned, there will be a health inpact assessnent,
and they will be looking at the effects on the |ocal
communities. It will be |ooked at in the soci oeconomc
aspects in the EIS. It's a good conment to make. You
know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EI S

But again, our permts -- we are evaluating the
EIS for the purpose of issuing our permts, and we can't
tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty
much their hiring process. But you know, the
soci oeconom ¢ effects will be considered in the EIS.

MR. BRELSFORD: So where Don ended, we
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have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the
Calista region, but also including neighboring comunities
potentially affected by the project. W have to evaluate
that. | just wanted to nention that when | had | ooked at
sone of the newsletters fromDonlin, they were trying to
do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH
communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwi m the MG ath,
N kol ai, Telida, Takotna area. | don't know exactly how
successful that has been, but | think their plan, the way
they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokw m
and then the mddle Yukon River in this outreach for
hiring.

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
move on?

MR LEROY PETERS: You know, when you get
this project going on in the future, you know, you know,
all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek m ne,
you know. You know, | think the Donlin Gold mne should
send out the newsletter -- | mean, we got the newsletter
and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our
peopl e around the GASH region trained up, what kind of
jobs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can
get themready. You know what | nean?

MR. KUHLE: To get the information out
there ahead of tine so you can prepare your younger people

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 27

for --

MR LEROY PETERS: Yeah. That way we can
get the people enployed around the GASH regi on, you know,
what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mne, like
mai nt enance or electrical work or carpentry or anything
like that because, you know, we got |ots of operators
around our region, you know. And you know, 1'd like to
see that happen in the future, you know. | knowit's
Calista land and Kuskokwi mland. They own the surface and
everything like that, but it seens like we are left out in
the forest, you know And you know, it would be a good
plan if they could come up with sone kind of deal to nake
sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area,
you know.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Well, that's a good
comment. And as Tayl or nentioned, | know Donlin has been
doi ng sone outreach, but | guess that's a good conment to
make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they wll
be seeing the conments -- in fact, all the comments we
receive will eventually be on our website, soit's a good
comment to make. Thank you.

Any ot her questions before we nmove on?

Ckay. As | said earlier, the purpose of the
scoping neetings is to identify issues and concerns. So
we will nowturn to several slides with exanples of those

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 28

I ssues and concerns.

One major area is water resources. The project
Is designed to result in no discharge of mne contacted
water, but there will still be sone concerns. And
exanpl es are noted on this slide. Streams and ot her
surface waters woul d be diverted away fromand around
mning activities in order to facilitate mning and to
avoid contamnation. G oundwater woul d be consumed as
part of the mning process and coul d affect base flows of
nearby streans. Mne dewatering to keep water out of the
pit could | ower adjacent groundwater |evels and again
af fect nearby streans.

And sone of the rock, when exposed to the
el ements, could generate acid or |each netals. So waste
rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contam nating waters outside the mne
site.

Air quality is also inmportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues. There would be several
sources of em ssions, including a |large nunber of large
mning vehicles. There will be a 227-negawatt power plant
and dust created by removing and processing the
overburden, waste rock and ore. These could all produce
em ssi ons.

Cimte change is a growing concern and wil|l
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need to be considered because |arge amunts of
hydrocarbons will be burned. Mercury will be looked at in
several areas. Naturally occurring nmercury or fugitive
mercury could be rel ease by exposing it during m ning.
Mercury stack em ssions could occur during the mlling
process. So any mercury co-product would require careful
storage and transport.

Gven the large anounts of fuel and hazardous
material s invol ved, safe operating procedures and good
response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.

G her major issues and concerns include wetlands,
vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence
and traditional |and use.

The proposed project would affect a total of
16,300 acres. O this, approximtely 10,000 acres are at
the mne site and related infrastructure, and about 6, 000
acres are along the pipeline route. These areas would be
i npacted by excavation, filling, vegetation renmoval or
ot her di sturbances.

And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands. There
woul d be fish and wildlife habitat |oss or reduced habitat
functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there
woul d al so be direct disturbance of individual aninals.

W have already discussed barge traffic and
noted that there would be a substantial increase. And
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subsi stence and traditional |and uses would be affected by
the | oss of |ands to devel opnent.

Here are some nore exanpl es of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the conmunities,
cultural resources and recreation. There would be a huge
new wor kf orce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400
duration permanent operations of the mne. This would
bring in new enpl oyment and incone, but also many effects
on comunity life and human health. Hi storical and
archeol ogi cal sites and traditional cultural properties
that exist in the area mght be disturbed or destroyed.
Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod
trail, mght be affected by new structures and m ning
operations.

So to conclude, we know that this proposed
project and |and and resources are inportant, and we would
like to enphasize that there are several ways to get
involved in the EIS. You are already doing the nost
inportant thing by being here today and participating in
the scopi ng neeting.

To find nore information and to subnit a conment
form you can visit the project website at
donlingol deis.com You can contact ne directly. M phone
number and e-mail address are on the slide.

For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of
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Engi neers' tribal |iaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone
number and e-mail address are also on the slide. Anmanda
and | have had two tribal teleconferences so far to
di scuss cooperating agency status or
gover nnent -t o- gover nment consul tation. And we expect to
have other tel econferences with the tribes. Triba
governnents have the opportunity to enter into
gover nnent -t o- gover nment consul tation, which is a separate
process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS
process.

So we would now |ike to hear if there is any
remai ni ng questions and any comments you may have. W
woul d |ike to document your comments carefully, so please
state your nane before you speak

Here are some ideas about the type of conments
that are helpful in the scoping process. W are |ooking
for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the
EIS. W want to identify potential inpacts and effects on
resources. W would like to hear any ideas you may have
on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any
inportant information available in your particular
conmmunity. If you do have witten comments that you read,
we woul d ask that you please | eave a copy with our court
recorder so we have it for the record.

So with that, I'lIl ask if there is any further
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questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody
wants to nmake a prepared statement.

M5. JUDI WALKER That's a lot to stonach.
| guess ny biggest concern is | was born and raised in
this comunity, and my ancestors conme fromhere. And the
| and has al ways been close to our hearts because it -- we
depend on it so much. And to listen to all your chem cal
tal k and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no
guarantee for it not to happen. W are already |osing our
sal mon, for whatever reasons we don't know.

And ny concern is the barges conm ng down. W
have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes nore
sandbars and stuff like that.

|f a community decides not to go with Donlin
Creek, what happens? Do you -- what do you do? Move
away, don't come back? O do you find other alternatives
or routes to go through?

MR KUHLE: I'mmnot sure | quite follow.
You say if a community decides --

M5. JUDI WALKER Not to go along, do we
have a say in that? Because | -- I'mreally not for
touching the land around the Del oycheet region and Doyon
region.

MR KUHLE: Just to clarify your question,
if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is
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that the question?

MS. JUDI WALKER:  Yeah

MR KUHLE: Vell, the way -- you know, we
are preparing the EIS to look at all the potential inpacts
and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to nake
permtting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers,
but the other cooperating agenci es.

So there is -- so the EI'S process will help to
identify inpacts, and that way we will decide if we can
i ssue our permts or not for the project as they have
proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can
modify it to avoid those inmpacts. So it would be through
the permtting process as to whether or not the project
can proceed. It would have to have -- as it showed, there
is a-- there is a huge nunmber of permts, both State and
federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those
permts. And, you know, those are all, you know, aimed at
protecting various resources.

So you know, | guess one comunity, you know, we
will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those
concerns. |If sonebody just cones and says |'m opposed to
the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going
to keep the project noving forward, but if you identify
sone issues that are unacceptable inpacts that coul d
potentially prevent us fromissuing a permt, but we would
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have to go through this process first.
Did that just confuse you nore?

M5. JUDl WALKER: No. It just doesn't
sound like very promsing. M next concern is how are all
these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going
to benefit fromthis, aside fromthe econony and jobs and
stuff like that? Once you guys pack up and | eave and then
there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever coul d
be gone. You know, those are future issues that | think
about because | have a great-granddaughter, and |'m going
to have nore descendents following nme. And | want themto
have what | have. And that's ny biggest concern. How are
we going to benefit? Is all this profits going out of
state or is it going to The Kuskokw m Corporation, or what
do we get out of it?

MR KUHLE: \ell, again, that's what we
are evaluating. And you said "when we are gone." |
guess, again, | need to enphasize that, you know, it's not
the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating
agencies that's going to be, you know, building this
project. It's Donlin CGold. And we're here to identify,
you know, concerns and issues. And you know, our goal is
to avoid those inpacts that you are talking about. You
know, we wi |l be | ooking at not only the environmental
effects, but the socioeconomc effects, as well.
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MR BRELSFORD: | think often the people
inthe villages take the long view, |ike not just a few
years that the mne woul d operate, but what happens after
And that's kind of the question you are asking. Wen we
were in Crooked Creek a few nonths ago, people reconmended
that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil
M ne and kind of the enploynent boom and then what
happened when the mne closed. So | think that's like a
little case study fromthe region that we are going to try
and go interview sone of the people to talk about.

There is a lot of concernin the literature now
about boom and- bust cycles, what happens after a big, big
project. And | don't think we have answers to that
tonight, but 1'mjust saying that that's a really good way
to think about the long-term a question that we really
need to work on. And some of the other comunities have
been raising that same kind of concern

MR ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR: | have a
concern. You guys are -- in your EI'S you guys are
studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there. And
anything can happen in the drainage. [indecipherable] If
anythi ng happened, if there is like a break or sonething,
woul d anything drain into the Iditarod River? And that
cones right down the Shag and the Innoko and it cones past
Shag and comes down the river. And that's right -- that's
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right behind the mne. You guys studied on that?

MR BRELSFORD: So this is a question
about kind of the topography, the nountains, the ridges,
the valleys. The Donlin Project is two or three ridges
inside the divide between the Kuskokwi mand the Yukon
River. So | think when -- at this point fromthe
engi neering and the distances, it |ooks like all of the --
if there is a problemand discharge into the creeks, it
woul d be on the Kuskokwi mside into Crooked Creek and
drai ning down towards the Kuskokwim not north over the
hei ght of land and into the Innoko or any of the --
Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the
Yukon River. I'msorry that we don't have a really good
enough map at the right scale for us to look at that
together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside
the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwi m River and not
extending into the Yukon River drainage.

MR ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR : Thank you.
And then another question, with all these concerns of the
peopl e al ong the Kuskokwim all the barges going up the
river, and then how are they going to go about their
subsi stence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?
And what are you guys doing to take that into
consi deration? Because that's a lot of -- that's a lot of
fishing, you know, a lot of salnmon going up.
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MR. KUHLE: Again, we have heard that
concern before, and it will be |ooked at again. Donlin
has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge
traffic, and | don't have the answer, you know, as far as
exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this
time. But it's -- you know, it is sonmething -- that issue

has been raised in another -- in a nunber of the other
scoping neetings, so it's definitely going to be, you
know, |ooked at and addressed. | don't have the answer

ri ght now, though.

MR LEROY PETERS: On that pipeline, you
mentioned that they are going to put it underground. |
don't think that's a very good idea. And you know, what
is the dianeter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is
the pipe going to be, you know? Because you know, | know
that we can have future accidents in the future when those
pi pes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or sonething
li ke that, maybe have a bust in the pipe. And | really
don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the
ground, you know.

And you know, you got to deal with the
corporation. You got to deal with the corporations and
the Calista | and and whatever has got the right-of-way,
passing the Native allotments and everything like that,
you know.
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MR KUHLE: Yeah, actually, yes, the
dianmeter, | believe it's a 14-inch-dianeter pipe. And one
of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Admnistration, and they will be the
agency that will be |ooking at that and the safety of it.
And Donlin has already -- in their design has subnmtted --
or their application submtted some of the safety
features. They plan to have a check valve every 20 mles,
and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it,
routine mai ntenance. They will run pigs down it.

So they are thinking along the lines of safety.
And again, you know, the PHVBA, or the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be
primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the
pi pel i ne.

MR. LEROY PETERS: Another conment | woul d
like to make about the barge lines running up and down the
Kuskokwi m you know, we run into that problemat fal
time; sone years the water gets really | ow and the barges
can't make it in through the main channel. And I know the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver, once it starts dropping, the water drops
down, it's like out of sight the nonth of July and
whatever. It's areally a good time to make all this back
and forth right after breakup and all the materials that
you guys need. You might run into that problemin the
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future in fall tine when the water gets too low. You
know, sometinmes the barges get stuck and whatever, you
know. You got to keep that in mnd, too, you know, just
to protect that Kuskokwi m River that nothing will happen
in the future. You know, that's another picture to take a
| ook at.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. And yes, we
are well aware of that. W have heard that in nmany
conmunities, and there is going to have to be a real close
| ook and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure
out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or
what would need to be done in the event of |ow water.

O her questions?

M5. JUDI WALKER 1'd |ike to know what
the State and BLM peopl e have to say about this, if they
are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they
supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?

MR ALAN BITTNER: As far as BLMis
concerned, it's the same as Don has said: W are not for
or against it. W are processing a right-of-way for a
pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM And so
as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are
wei ghing in, and we do have some of the sanme concerns. W
have sone of the sanme concerns about other facets of the
project like the river and the barge traffic and the |evel
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of the water, things like that.

So we are naking our own comments to the project
about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against
it. And we are looking at the part that we have to permt
or we have to allowis the -- what would be the [ands that
the pipeline crosses.

M5. YODER And for the State, for the
heal th inpact assessnent, we are not issuing any permts,
but we are also not for or against the project, but we are
| ooki ng at any potential positive and negative health
effects. And then in our process we rank those health --
those potential health effects and we try to propose ways
to increase any positive benefits, such as coments on,
you know, hiring in different regions. And then we al so
propose recommendations and things that can be done to
decrease any health effects. So ours is not a required
process for the health inpact assessment, however, but we
are doing our best to get our report into the EI S

MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR: | have one
more question. You guys are going to be the ones that say
if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits al

over the region?

MR. KUHLE: The question is, are we the
ones that are going to allowthemto nmove forward with the
project?
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MR ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR: Yes. After
hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you
know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.
How are you going to address those concerns?

MR. KUHLE: Well, the Corps of Engineers
has, you know, two major permts for the project. The
other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLMfor one
and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is
a large nunber of permts. So the project won't be able
to move forward until they have obtained all the required
permts. And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EISis
just one part of our review process.

It's under the National Environmental Policy Act
that we are required to do this EI'S because of a potentia
significant effect on the quality of the human
environnent. W also have to conply with section 404 of
the Cean Water Act which, as | nentioned earlier
requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are
required to select the |east environnental |y damagi ng
alternative

And we also do for all of our permts what's
known as a public interest review. So you know, we wll
| ook at the proposed project and all the potential
effects, you know, including all different facets -- you
know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we w |l nake
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our permt decision based on the EI'S, the 404(b)(1)

gui del ines, and our public interest review So that's
just the Corps of Engineers. So you know, if we find that
it, you know, neets all the requirements, you know, then
we wll issue our permt.

But again, there is, you know, all these other
agencies, as well. So it's not just -- it's not just the
Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can
go ahead with your project. [It's -- you know, they have
to get permts fromall these other agencies, as well.

MR ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR : Thank you.

MR. LEROY PETERS: You know, does this
have sone kind of inpact around the Donlin Creek Mne, you
know? Like I'mtalking about -- talking about the animals
| i ke the mpose and the bears and all kinds of aninals that
hang around this area. Do you see anything |ike they get
infected or something |ike that? Because | heard in the
past one time | went down to a neeting down at St. Mary's,
the C ean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some
Kuskokwi m peopl e at the neeting, and they said that Donlin
Creek Mne is affecting the animals around the -- around
the area.

And you know, | know for a fact this one elderly
| ady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into
a noose and the moose didn't even have no hair in sone
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parts of the body, you know. | was kind of wondering
about that. You know, do you do a study on the animals
and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek M ne,
you know? Does it have an effect on themor do they get
di sease or lose their hair or --

MR KUHLE: |'mnot aware of anything |ike
that as far as noose losing their hair but, you know,
Donlin has been doi ng baseline studies, you know, on
wildlife and fish. And that information has been
submtted with their permts. And Donlin -- I'msorry --
URS, you know, has their specialists. Their wiildlife
peopl e, you know, have |ooked at that information to
determine if it's adequate or not. And they have
identified areas where additional information is needed
and additional studies are needed now and in the future.
You know, that's what we will be using.

| guess if you have specific information
regarding, you know, animals in the area that have been
adversely affected, that woul d be good, you know,
information to submt with your comments and we coul d
certainly look at that. But you know, it's not sonething
that |"'maware of at this tine. But you know, that's --
again, the purpose of our scoping is to find information,
you know, especially information fromthe |ocal
communities that are close to the area where they have,
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you know, specific information that we m ght not otherw se
be aware of. So if, you know, you have instances or
exanpl es of that, we would like to hear about it.

MR. LEROY PETERS:. Yeah. | think they
need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in
the future, you know. And another thing, too, 1'd like to
bring up, too, in the Kuskokwi m sampling of the water, you
know, | think that they should monitor that about every
time the barges go up and down the river, take a sanple of
the water, you know, make sure no nercury or radiation is
| eaking out fromthat mne, you know, and affecting their
resources and the fish and everything |ike that, you know,
because | notice that |ots of people are catching cancer
all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokw m
and the Yukon side, too, you know. And | think to nyself
it mght be comng fromthe air quality, too, and fromthe
[i ndeci pherabl e] or whatever that floats around in that
mne, you know. That's what |'m concerned about.

MR KUHLE: Well, there certainly will be
monitoring, and | guess we will note your comrent that you
think it should be done after every barge. But there will
be nonitoring. | guess | don't know the details at this
tine.

MR. LEROY PETERS:. GCkay. Thank you. --

MR. KUHLE: O her commrents or questions?
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Yes.

MS. ANGELA DEM ENTI EFF: W have our
school up here. Wien things are going to happen in our
area, we would like to let the children know fromK
through 12 what's going on around us. After all your
scoping is alnost done, or finished, is it going to be
available on a DVD to send to the classrooms so kids who
didn't hear it fromtheir parents or didn't hear it
whenever soneone was here, they could look at it in their
classroomand tal k about it? Because they worry a lot,
too. They worry about our environnent and what's going to
happen to -- our Yukon River is noving way over there.
They are worried about that.

So they are aware of what's going on, but | want
to know if you are going to have anything available to
teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to
have a mne to let themknow. And it looks like it's
going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to
take coursework in the classroomor go on to a trade
school or university and be hired.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Well, all the, you
know, information fromthe scoping neetings will be
summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually
be available on the website. | guess that's a good
suggestion. | mean, it's a vast amount of information
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You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put
toget her and sonething that we will consider. Thank you
MS. ANGELA DEM ENTI EFF:  The reason for a
DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that |ong.
That's why a DVD is faster and sinpler for that reason.
MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. O her
conments or questions? If not, | guess I'll wap it up
here. W will be around here for a little bit if anybody
wants to talk to us directly. Again, there is lots of
information on the project website at donlingol deis.com
And also if you -- as | said, nmy phone number and e-mail

they are -- they were on the slide here. 1'd be glad to
give themto you. They are also in the newsletters that
were mailed out. | believe there are sone copies on

the -- at the back of the room So thanks for com ng.
Di d you have anything?

MR. BRELSFORD: | just wanted to add thank
you for the hospitality. W know that people see a |ot of
meetings come and go, but this is really an inportant
project for the region, so setting aside an evening to
talk with you us is really helpful. | want to enphasize
that we really do listen and take seriously the hard
questions that you are asking and we hope to cone up with
careful answers by the tine we come back to see you in a
little over a year. This was really constructive
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di scussion, so thanks to folks. It's great to see Angela
again. | can't remenmber when we were at a subsistence
counci | neeting.

(Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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Page 2 Page 4
; For US. Army Cor p:' zf PEfg:Anze'rAsN- CES 1 for questions and statements thgt you may wish to make.
- ' 2 We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
3 B?BJ- 53{" ﬁ/anager 3 mine project that will require federal and State permits.
4 For URS: 4 Andin order to comply with the National Environmental
> Tayl or Brelsford 5 Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
6 Project Minager 6 impacts of the proposed project. The Corpsis neither a
7 Noxie Alexie o oordinat or 7 proponent nor an opponent of the project. 1t's Donlin
2 For Bureau of Land Management : 8 Gol_d'.s project, and the EIS will be used fo_r making permit
Alan Bittner 9 decisions by the Corps and by other agencies. The scoping
10 Anchorage Field Office Manager 10 meetings are the first step in the EI'S process.
i; Bruce Seppl ogi st 1 Scoping meetings can also fufill public
For Al aska Departnent of Health and Social Services: 12 involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
13 sarah Yoder 13 under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
14 CSTE Fel I ow 14 Corpswill work closely with any affected tribes through
15 For U S. Environmental Protection Agency: 15 governmmt-to-government consultation.
16 2 ggkaeﬁﬂdﬁﬁg( %ggsgir Ingtgo; el ephoni cal | y) 16 Thls map gives an orientation to the prqject_
17 Taken by: 17 area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
18 Mary A Vaviik, RWR 18 of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
19 ) ' 19 the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. It's aremote areawith little
20 BE IT KNOM that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |20 development to date and no existing roads to the region.
21 at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before |21 The map shows that existing transportation and energy
22 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |22 infrastructurein Alaskais concentrated in Southcentral
23 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 23 Alaska. The proposed mine would require all new
24 24 infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. It would
25 25 beall subject to permitting before the project could
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 proceed.
2 (Invocation offered by Judi Walker.) 2 This map gives an idea of the logistics and
3 MR. KUHLE: Good evening and welcome to 3 supply links for the proposed mine. Transportation
4 the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 4 |ogistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from
5 environmental impact statement. We will be referring to 5 west coast ports. Fuel would be delivered -- I'm sorry --
6 itasan EIS. My nameisDon Kuhle with the Army Corpsof | 6 transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going shipsto
7 Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS. Also 7 barges and then again to river bargesin Bethel. Cargo
8 heretoday are two people from URS Alaska, which isthe 8 supplieswould aso go to Bethel for transfer to the river
9 contractor to assist the Corpsin preparing the EIS. They 9 barges. And the fuel and supplies would then be barged
10 areTaylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie. And they will be 10 upriver and off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk.
11 helping me with the presentation. We also have a court 11 And there would also be anew pipeline from Cook Inlet to
12 recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a 12 bring in natural gas.
13 transcript of the meeting for the record. 13 The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
14 Thisisthe agenda for today, just to provide an 14 requires an EISfor any major federal action significantly
15 ideaof the topics that we will be covering. We will talk 15 affecting the quality of the human environment. In this
16 about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS 16 case Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits
17 project milestones. Next we want to provide abasic 17 under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
18 overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it. 18 the Riversand Harbors Act. And issuance of these permits
19 And then we will summarize afew issues as away of 19 would be amajor federal action and require an EISto
20 inviting your comments. We encourage you to get involved, |20 evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
21 and we will tell you how to do that. 21 project.
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Feel freeto ask questions aswe go along. If
you have questions or comments, though, please state your
name clearly so that we haveit for the transcript of the
meeting. We will also have time after the presentation
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The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
to make their permit decisions. And in addition to
complying with NEPA, the Corpsis also required to

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(1) Pages2-5





Donlin Gold Mine EI S Scoping M eeting

Holy Cross March 20, 2013
Page 6 Page 8
1 complete apublic interest review and an analysis under 1 Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our
2 section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires 2 experience in other mining projectsin the state. And
3 that we select the least environmentally damaging 3 dthough we don't have any permit actions of our own, we
4 practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the 4 do have oversight over the Corps permitting, as well as
5 information for these analysesinto the EIS, as well. 5 the State's permitting of the air and water quality
6 This dide shows that many agencies, tribes, and 6 permits.
7 aregion organization will work together on the EIS. 7 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Cindi. The
8 Cooperating agencies are selected based on their 8 Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits and
9 permitting responsibilities or their specia expertise. 9 consultation, and this slide provides several examples,
10 And as| said previously, the EIS will be used by the 10 and I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the
11 agenciesto aid in their permitting decisions. It will 11 rest yourselves. Since the project would placefill in
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not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities
and processes.

We have afew of our cooperating agency
representatives with us, and I'd like to allow them to
introduce themselves and say a few words about their roles
in the EIS project. We have two agenciesin the room and
one on the phone. I'll ask BLM first. Alan Bittner.

MR.BITTNER: Hi. My nameisAlan
Bittner. 1'm the field manager for the Anchorage field
office, and that covers any BLM involved in this project.
And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's
near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from
the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's
the thing that will cross some BLM lands and the major

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

wetlands and other waters of the U.S., the Corps will need
to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not
to authorize that fill. And since a portion of the
project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to
evaluate aright-of-way application. And you canfind a
much more comprehensive list of required permitsin the
Donlin Gold permit application, which can be found on the
project website at donlingol deis.com.

This slide slows that there are also many
permits required from the State of Alaska. For example,
over 56 percent of the pipeline would beinstalled on
State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would
evaluate aright-of-way application. The Department of
Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP
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thing that we will have to review during this process.

So also with me today is Bruce Seppi, our
wildlife biologist, sitting back here. And so we can
certainly answer and field any questions later related to
that pipeline if you have them.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Alan. And with
the State of Alaskawe have Sarah Y oder.

MS. YODER: Hi, everyone. AsDon said, my
nameis Sarah Y oder, and | work for the Department of
Health and Social Services. | work in the Health Impact
Assessment Program, and we are involved with this project
to look at the potential positive and negative health
effects of the project. And we won't be doing permitting,
but we will have afinal report that will be an appendix
to the EIS.

Additionally, there are other State agencies
cooperating with the EI'S process. Department of Natural
Resources and Department of Environmental Conservation and
Department of Fish & Game are also involved.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Sarah. And on
the teleconference we have Cindi Godsey with EPA. Cindi?

MS. GODSEY: Hi. I'm EPA's Alaska mining
coordinator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects
like hydrology and geochemistry and water quality and, of
course, experience in tribal consultation. And so the

© 00N O WNP
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for water and air quality permits. The Department of Fish
& Game has permitting responsibilities to protect fish
habitat. And the Corpswill aso consult with the State
Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
historic resources. And again, thereis amuch more
comprehensive list that can be found on the project
website. So this overview of the permit shows why the
various federal and State agencies are involved in the
EIS. And | will now turn to the milestones of the EIS.

Some of you may be familiar with the stepsin
preparing an EIS. And the diagram on the right shows six
major steps that will be taken from now through November
of 2015. A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
Register on December 14th of last year, and that initiated
the EIS. Scoping began on that date, and it continues
through March 29th of thisyear. Scoping involves public
meetings and other methods to provide information and
gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.

After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
cooperating agencies using information from the scoping
process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus
any additional studies that they deem necessary, and
they'll use al of that to produce the draft EIS, whichis
estimated to be completed by August 2014. And I'd liketo
emphasize that that's an estimated date. The date could

Midnight Sun Court Reporters
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1 shift. 1 today we arein Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually
2 Once the draft EIS is completed, there will be 2 bein Kipnuk rather than Kongiganak.
3 an opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, and 3 Thismap is kind of busy, but the color scheme
4 that will be -- estimated time frame is August through 4 represents the many subregions of the project area and
5 November of 2014. At that time you will be able to see 5 helpsto show how the scoping plan was developed. For
6 how comments from the scoping period were addressed, and 6 example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
7 there will be another round of public meetings and there 7 villages nearest the proposed project. And in this
8 will again be opportunities to submit comments on the 8 subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek becauseit's
9 draft EIS. 9 the closest community to the mine site, and also in Aniak
10 The draft EIS and the comments that are received 10 becauseit's asubregional hub. For the other subregions,
11 will -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare 11 our meetings are similarly being held -- have been and
12 thefinal EIS, and that's expected to be completed around 12 will be held in the subregional hubs.
13 October 2015. The various agencies that have permitting 13 MR. BREL SFORD: Before you move on, do you
14 authoritieswill then use thefinal EISin their 14 want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?
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permitting decisions, and each agency will prepare their
own Record of Decision around November or December of
2015.

Note the gold-colored circles. Theserefer to
the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period
and the draft EIS comment period. And these are the best
opportunities to provide input and make sure that your
comments are heard.

The purpose of the scoping period isto provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. And this can be broken into four areas. The
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MR. KUHLE: Sure. Do we have -- if
anybody would like to ask questions about the EIS process
at this time before we go into the project description
more.

MS. JUDI WALKER: The EISyou aretalking
about, isit already started or it'sin the working --

MR. KUHLE: Yes, it'saready started. It
began, and December 14th was when the notice was
published, and that began the EIS process. And the
first -- thefirst phase of the EISis the scoping
process, and that's what we are doing right now, having
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first isto provide information about the EI'S milestones,
and we discussed thisin the previous slide to give you an
idea of the time frameinvolved.

The second is to share information about the
proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
presentation. And information is also available on the
project website and in the newsdl etters that have been
mailed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the
future.

The last two purposes are to identify issues and
concerns to examine in the EI'S and the section 106
process, and to identify useful information from
communities. And that's what we are counting on you for
to help us with these. What would you like to see
addressed in the EIS and do you have information that we
can use to make informed decisions, informed permitting
decisions.

Thisis a schedule of our scoping meetings.

It's slipped some or changed somewhat from the beginning
when we started giving the meetings because of some
weather problems, but so far in January we had meetingsin
Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage. In
February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,
Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay. This month we so
far have been in Emmonak and St. Mary's last week. And
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the scoping meetings, one of which is, you know, this
meeting here tonight.

MS. JUDI WALKER: And all those villages
you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?
Or why are there so many villages?

MR. KUHLE: Wédll, they aredl the
villages that are -- that could potentially be affected
that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and
it includes not only the mine site, but aso the pipeline
and navigation along the Kuskokwim River. So pretty much
any villages along the Kuskokwim could potentially be
affected. Communities on the Y ukon, you know, because of
socioeconomic effects, could potentially be affected.

So that's what we did was looked at, you know,

the entire project area, al the elements that, you
know -- not just the mine, but the pipeline and the
additional navigation on the Kuskokwim River and looked at
any communities that we felt could potentially be
affected. And so, then, that was atotal of 66
communities. And within those we identified those that
were within the AV CP subregions. We identified, you know,
a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones
that we are having the scoping meetingsin.

MR. BREL SFORD: Then there were two Doyon
subregions, McGrath and Holy Cross.
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1 MR. KUHLE: Okay. I'msorry. Yes, there 1 that weare -- we are --
2 was aso two Doyon subregions. 2 | sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs
3 MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Inthe 3 and we aredoing astudy. And we are studying -- thereis
4 future are you guys going to have something planned like 4 alot of influx of heroin, alot of drugs that the
5 the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek from here? Isthere 5 highways are able to connect to these villages. And we
6 anything -- 6 were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John
7 MR. KUHLE: Anything planned? 7 Muller, and we were talking about how we could use our
8 MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Anything 8 tribal, you know, entitiesin our villages to protect our
9 planned, like barging or -- 9 communities.
10 MR. KUHLE: Wéll, the mine will actually 10 And | was wondering, with this gas line that you
11 not directly affect the Yukon drainage. Thereisno 11 guysare proposing and thisroad that's coming from the
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plans-- | mean, what we are presenting tonight isa
proposal as presented to us from Donlin Gold.

MR. BREL SFORD: Don, this--it'saredly
good question. The EISis supposed to take a holistic
look, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold Mine,
and we are supposed to look ahead at potential future
projects that might interact with the Donlin Gold Mine, so
we have recently seen some design discussions from the
Alaska Department of Transportation --

MR. KUHLE: Did we lose the phone here
or --

MR. BRELSFORD: | think we are going to
haveto hangitup. I'll try and dial it back inina
second. So thereisathing called cumulative effects,

NNMNNNNNRRRRERRRPR
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Kuskokwim to the Y ukon side, is that going to be through
State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?

MR. KUHLE: Everything proposed so far
would be funded by Donlin. Now the pipeline, the future
of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know,
other communities could create a utility and somehow --
because it would be a common carrier, so I'm not sure, you
know, if there would be any issues with that in the
future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know,
something that we could look at. You know, it's -- you
know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will
consider that. But at thistime, the pipeline as proposed
is, you know, proposed by Donlin. It would be constructed
by Donlin. It would be -- you know, | guess at this point
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like future effects, and this potential road between the

Y ukon and the Kuskokwim and the Paimiut Slough areawould
be an example of afuture project that we would need to

look into. So | think that's one possible project

relating to the Yukon River. It may make adifferencein
barge traffic, things of that sort. That's one that we

are going to have to learn more about and look at in the
ElSitself.

MR. KUHLE: Wewill hold on aminute. We
lost our teleconference.

MR. BREL SFORD: Don, | think we are the
only ones on theline. 1 think that may have been Cindi
hanging up, but we will keep the line open just in case.

MR. EUGENE PAUL: And with you talking
about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was --
that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself,
right? You guysain't using any of State funding to have
them put something in, like the road and stuff because,
you know, when we did do a State meeting before, the
village can put aresolution in that we did not want a
road built by the State of Alaska because it's open public
access when we build aroad with State funding. And that
bringsin alot of people that would be able to come into
our lands and hunt, bring drugs and alcohoal, all these
things that really affect these big communities down there

© 00N O WNP
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it would be their pipeline.

Any other questions before we move on to the
details of the project?

Okay. Now we are moving on to the mining
project as proposed by Donlin Gold. And again, itis
Donlin Gold's project. It's not a Corps of Engineers
project. It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their
permitting decisions. Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership
between two large international mining companies, Barrick
Gold and NovaGold. And the Donlin Gold deposit is located
on lands owned by two Alaska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim
Corporation is the surface owner.

Asyou can seg, it'savery large project. It's
expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
for an estimated mining life of 27 and a half years,
during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore
each day.

We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in aremote part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK
Delta. Thisareaishome to some 66 communities that
might be affected by the project. For many communities
the project might affect lands and resources that are used
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1 for subsistence and other livelihood activities. The 1 about the potential for changein climate systemsor in
2 project will face an extensive set of legal requirements 2 precipitation, rain and snowfall. Those things could well
3 with many permits required and many agencies involved. 3 changein the decade, the generation to come. And | think
4 The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the 4 wewill try to do our best in the technical analysis, but
5 timeline from exploration to closure. Donlin has worked 5 it'sanother time to really emphasi ze the importance of
6 on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16 6 the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say
7 years prior to submitting their permit applications. We 7 that doesn't look convincing. That's not accurate.
8 are now entering the three-year permitting period, the 8 That's not careful enough.
9 first step of which is holding the scoping meetings. And 9 Wereadlly want to say thisis along project.
10 at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies will 10 The EISreview, it'sthree years because we need to look
11 decideto issue or to deny their permits. 11 at alot of different questions about the mine project,
12 If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can 12 about the ecology of the region. So we are going to have
13 proceed with three to four years of construction and an 13 todoit onestep at atime. What we are doing right now
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estimated 27 and a half years of operations. And at the
conclusion of the active life of the mine, Donlin Gold
would be responsible for closure and reclamation. And
this would include decommissioning the mill facilities and
the pipeline, covering over the waste treatment or
tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock
storage facilities. The land would then be recontoured
and native vegetation would be planted.

We will pause for aminute for any questionsiif
anybody has any so far.

MS. JUDI WALKER: And your map shows it

will take 60 years for the vegetation to grow. How do you
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is getting the questions on the table, and then alittle
over ayear from now when we come back to the communities
we will try and have a good analysis of those. But there
will be some holesin our draft EIS, and that's where your
comments on the draft will help us to be even more
accurate by the time of the final permit decisions.
MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we

move on?

Okay. Now we will turn to the major components
of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and
the power plant. The pipeline would be buried. 1t would
not be up on supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline
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know that with the environment changing so much?

MR. KUHLE: For how long it will take the
vegetation --

MS. JUDI WALKER: Well, the map said up to
60 years after to try to grow it back. With the weather
changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?

MR. KUHLE: Wédll, the -- you know, that's
based on current information and studies that have been
done and current knowledge of the area. That's
information -- you know, Donlin has been doing alot of
studies. They provided information to us. The purpose of
the EIS processis to look at the information that they
provided to us. URS, the third-party contractor, you
know, has experts that will ook at the information that
Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or
if any other studies are done or more information is
needed. And that'sthe information that will go into
preparing the draft EIS.

MR. BRELSFORD: Soit'savery good point
that the future might not be the same as the things we can
look back over the last 40, 50 years and observe. Forest
fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and
revegetation, that's something that the scientists have
studied afair bit, but that's backwards looking.

And so | think we do have to be open-minded
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System, so it would be a cold pipeline. It would not
generate heat. Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo at the top of the slide. For example, this
technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
three forks of the George River.

The image of the block valve on theright side
of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would
not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
subsistence use areas. The right-of-way would be brushed
every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for
monitoring and maintenance. The construction process
would not create aroad along the right-of-way. The
design would allow access, but after construction there
would be no improved access for vehicles and no bridges at
water crossings.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
aong the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
River Valley and continue west to the mine site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State lands, 34 percent BLM lands and ten percent Native
corporation lands.

The blue segment in the center of the map there
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1 isan dternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid 1 Additional infrastructure includes the
2 the Dalzell Gorgein the Alaska Range. It would separate 2 construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
3 fromthe originally proposed alignment at milepost 105 and 3 construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. And this does
4 rejoin at milepost 150. Donlin Gold recently notified the 4 include some smaller remote camps for pipeline
5 Corpsthat this alternative is under consideration and 5 construction. Permanent camp would have 600 beds and
6 will be examined during geotechnical investigations this 6 support aworkforce of up to 1,400 employees working
7 coming summer. 7 shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
8 This dlide slows the project components at the 8 workforce would be on site at any given time.
9 minesite. And I'd like to highlight three of these. 9 Do we have any questions at this point? I'll
10 Number one isthe open pit, which would eventually cover 10 pause for aminute.
11 1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mileslong, one mile wide, 11 MS. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: | havea
12 1,850 feet deep. Number two is the tailings impoundment, 12 question. Isthere abackup plan in case something goes
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technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.

It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
sguare miles. Tailings refer to the fine powder-like
material that is left after the gold has been removed from
the mill.

Number three is the waste rock facility, which
would cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock
that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore. These
major facilities support the mill, which would process
59,000 tons of ore per day.

Thisis an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to theriver
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into Crooked Creek, like something major happens? Do you
have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering
Crooked Creek from going into the Kuskokwim?

MR. KUHLE: Donlin has, you know,
submitted alot of information and, you know, they will
have contingency plans for -- | know like for the
navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the
Kuskokwim River, they have details on there on how they
would deal with if there were to be any release of diesel
fuel or any other kind of aspill. And again, that's the
type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS. We
will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have
submitted. And, you know, URS as the contractor will
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barges. There would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk
for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged
upriver, and from there they would be trucked to the mine
site by way of anew 30-mileroad. There would also be a
new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a
40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine

site.

The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back from the bank for atotal 26 acres. And
the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.
The fuel barges would be double-hulled.

The navigation season would average 110 days per
year. There would be about three barge tow passings per
day. That could be two up and one down or one up and two
down, meaning that anywhere that you might be along the
riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.
And each tow would be pushing four barges. There would be
an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.
Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges
would carry 173,000 tons each. And the shipping season,
the barge tow frequency and the number of barge loads
would be roughly the same both during construction and
during operations of the mine itself.
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evaluate that information.

As| was explaining before, that's the EIS
process. They will look at what's submitted, determine if
additional information is needed, and then they will do an
analysis of that; you know, seeiif it's adequate.

MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Another
question | have is on the jobs, the only people that's
going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista
because that's their land, you know. Isthere any plans
for the Yukon and GASH areato get hired?

MR. KUHLE: | guessit's pretty much up to
Donlin. You know, they are the ones that will be
having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.

But they are -- you know, as was mentioned earlier -- as
Sarah mentioned, there will be a health impact assessment,
and they will be looking at the effects on the local
communities. It will be looked at in the socioeconomic
aspectsin the EIS. It'sagood comment to make. You
know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.

But again, our permits -- we are evaluating the
ElISfor the purpose of issuing our permits, and we can't
tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty
much their hiring process. But you know, the
socioeconomic effects will be considered in the EIS.

MR. BREL SFORD: So where Don ended, we
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1 haveto evauate the potential for local hirein the 1 issuesand concerns.
2 Cdlistaregion, but also including neighboring communities 2 One major areais water resources. The project
3 potentially affected by the project. We have to evaluate 3 isdesigned to result in no discharge of mine contacted
4 that. | just wanted to mention that when | had looked at 4 water, but there will still be some concerns. And
5 some of the newdletters from Donlin, they were trying to 5 examples are noted on thisdlide. Streams and other
6 do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH 6 surface waters would be diverted away from and around
7 communities, and aso in the upper Kuskokwim, the McGrath, | 7 mining activitiesin order to facilitate mining and to
8 Nikolai, Telida, Takotnaarea. | don't know exactly how 8 avoid contamination. Groundwater would be consumed as
9 successful that has been, but | think their plan, the way 9 part of the mining process and could affect base flows of
10 they havelaid it out, would include the upper Kuskokwim 10 nearby streams. Mine dewatering to keep water out of the
11 and then the middlie Y ukon River in this outreach for 11 pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again
12 hiring. 12 affect nearby streams.
13 MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we 13 And some of the rock, when exposed to the
14 moveon? 14 elements, could generate acid or leach metals. So waste

15 MR.LEROY PETERS: You know, whenyou get |15 rock, tailings and al runoff would have to be carefully
16 this project going on in the future, you know, you know, 16 managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine
17 all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek mine, 17 site.
18 you know. You know, | think the Donlin Gold mineshould |18 Air quality isaso important, and this slide
19 send out the newsdletter -- | mean, we got the newsl etter 19 shows some examples of issues. There would be severa
20 and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our 20 sources of emissions, including alarge number of large
21 people around the GASH region trained up, what kind of 21 mining vehicles. Therewill be a 227-megawatt power plant
22 jobsare going to pop up and whatever so this way we can 22 and dust created by removing and processing the
23 get them ready. You know what | mean? 23 overburden, waste rock and ore. These could all produce
24 MR. KUHLE: To get the information out 24 emissions.
25 there ahead of time so you can prepare your younger people |25 Climate change is a growing concern and will
Page 27 Page 29
1 for-- 1 need to be considered because large amounts of
2 MR. LEROY PETERS: Yeah. That way we can 2 hydrocarbons will be burned. Mercury will be looked at in
3 get the people employed around the GASH region, you know, 3 severa areas. Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive
4 what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mine, like 4 mercury could be release by exposing it during mining.
5 maintenance or electrical work or carpentry or anything 5 Mercury stack emissions could occur during the milling
6 likethat because, you know, we got lots of operators 6 process. So any mercury co-product would require careful
7 around our region, you know. And you know, I'd like to 7 storage and transport.
8 seethat happen in the future, you know. | know it's 8 Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
9 Cdistaland and Kuskokwim land. They own the surfaceand | 9 materialsinvolved, safe operating procedures and good
10 everything like that, but it seemslike we are left out in 10 response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.
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the forest, you know. And you know, it would be a good
plan if they could come up with some kind of deal to make
sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area,
you know.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Well, that's a good
comment. And as Taylor mentioned, | know Donlin has been
doing some outreach, but | guess that's a good comment to
make and, you know, they will be aware of al -- they will
be seeing the comments -- in fact, al the comments we
receive will eventually be on our website, so it'sagood
comment to make. Thank you.

Any other questions before we move on?

Okay. Asl said earlier, the purpose of the
scoping meetingsis to identify issues and concerns. So
we will now turn to several slides with examples of those
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Other major issues and concerns include wetlands,
vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence
and traditional land use.

The proposed project would affect atotal of
16,300 acres. Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at
the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000
acres are along the pipeline route. These areas would be
impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation removal or
other disturbances.

And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands. There
would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or reduced habitat
functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there
would also be direct disturbance of individual animals.

We have aready discussed barge traffic and
noted that there would be a substantial increase. And
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1 subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by 1 questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody
2 theloss of lands to development. 2 wantsto make a prepared statement.
3 Here are some more examples of issues and 3 MS. JUDI WALKER: That'salot to stomach.
4 concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 4 | guess my biggest concernis| was born and raised in
5 cultural resources and recreation. There would be a huge 5 this community, and my ancestors come from here. And the
6 new workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 6 land has always been close to our hearts because it -- we
7 duration permanent operations of the mine. Thiswould 7 depend on it so much. And to listen to al your chemical
8 bring in new employment and income, but also many effects 8 talk and substance stuff that's going to be -- there isno
9 on community life and human health. Historical and 9 guarantee for it not to happen. We are already losing our
10 archeological sites and traditional cultural properties 10 salmon, for whatever reasons we don't know.
11 that exist in the area might be disturbed or destroyed. 11 And my concern is the barges coming down. We

Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod

12

have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes more

13 trail, might be affected by new structures and mining 13 sandbars and stuff like that.
14 operations. 14 If acommunity decides not to go with Donlin
15 So to conclude, we know that this proposed 15 Creek, what happens? Do you -- what do you do? Move
16 project and land and resources are important, and we would 16 away, don't come back? Or do you find other alternatives
17 liketo emphasize that there are several waysto get 17 or routesto go through?
18 involved inthe EIS. You are already doing the most 18 MR. KUHLE: I'm not sure | quite follow.
19 important thing by being here today and participating in 19 You say if acommunity decides --
20 the scoping meeting. 20 MS. JUDI WALKER: Not to go along, do we
21 To find more information and to submit a comment 21 haveasay inthat? Becausel -- I'm really not for
22 form, you can visit the project website at 22 touching the land around the Deloycheet region and Doyon
23 donlingoldeis.com. You can contact me directly. My phone |23 region.
24 number and e-mail address are on the slide. 24 MR. KUHLE: Just to clarify your question,
25 For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of 25 if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is
Page 31 Page 33
1 Engineers tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone 1 that the question?
2 number and e-mail address are also on the slide. Amanda 2 MS. JUDI WALKER: Yeah.
3 and | have had two tribal teleconferences so far to 3 MR. KUHLE: Wéll, the way -- you know, we
4 discuss cooperating agency status or 4 are preparing the EISto look at al the potential impacts
5 government-to-government consultation. And we expect to 5 and the aternatives, and the EIS will be used to make
6 have other teleconferences with the tribes. Tribal 6 permitting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers,
7 governments have the opportunity to enter into 7 but the other cooperating agencies.
8 government-to-government consultation, which is a separate 8 So thereis -- so the EIS process will help to
9 process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS 9 identify impacts, and that way we will decideif we can
10 process. 10 issue our permits or not for the project as they have
11 So we would now like to hear if thereisany 11 proposed it or if thereis an aternative that they can
12 remaining questions and any comments you may have. We 12 modify it to avoid those impacts. So it would be through
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would like to document your comments carefully, so please
state your name before you speak.

Here are some ideas about the type of comments
that are helpful in the scoping process. We are looking
for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the
EIS. We want to identify potential impacts and effects on
resources. We would like to hear any ideas you may have
on dternatives, and we would like to find out about any
important information available in your particular
community. If you do have written comments that you read,
we would ask that you please |eave a copy with our court
recorder so we have it for the record.

So with that, I'll ask if thereis any further
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the permitting process as to whether or not the project

can proceed. It would have to have -- asiit showed, there
isa-- thereis ahuge number of permits, both State and
federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those
permits. And, you know, those are al, you know, aimed at
protecting various resources.

So you know, | guess one community, you know, we
will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those
concerns. If somebody just comes and says I'm opposed to
the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going
to keep the project moving forward, but if you identify
some issues that are unacceptabl e impacts that could
potentially prevent us from issuing a permit, but we would
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1 haveto go through this processfirst. 1 right behind the mine. Y ou guys studied on that?
2 Did that just confuse you more? 2 MR. BRELSFORD: So thisisaquestion
3 MS. JUDI WALKER: No. It just doesn't 3 about kind of the topography, the mountains, the ridges,
4 sound like very promising. My next concern is how are all 4 thevalleys. The Donlin Project istwo or three ridges
5 these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going 5 inside the divide between the Kuskokwim and the Y ukon
6 to benefit from this, aside from the economy and jobs and 6 River. Sol think when -- at this point from the
7 stuff likethat? Once you guys pack up and leave and then 7 engineering and the distances, it looks like all of the --
8 thereisnothing left, even subsistence and whatever could 8 if thereisaproblem and discharge into the creeks, it
9 begone. You know, those are future issuesthat | think 9 would be on the Kuskokwim side into Crooked Creek and
10 about because | have a great-granddaughter, and I'm going 10 draining down towards the Kuskokwim, not north over the
11 to have more descendentsfollowing me. And | wantthemto |11 height of land and into the Innoko or any of the --

have what | have. And that's my biggest concern. How are
we going to benefit? Isall this profits going out of
state or isit going to The Kuskokwim Corporation, or what
do we get out of it?

MR. KUHLE: Wédll, again, that's what we
are evaluating. And you said "when we are gone.” |
guess, again, | need to emphasize that, you know, it's not
the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating
agencies that's going to be, you know, building this
project. It'sDonlin Gold. And we're here to identify,
you know, concerns and issues. And you know, our goal is
to avoid those impacts that you are talking about. Y ou
know, we will be looking at not only the environmental
effects, but the socioeconomic effects, as well.
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Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the
Y ukon River. I'm sorry that we don't have areally good
enough map at the right scale for usto look at that
together, but that's kind of the design, that it'sinside
the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwim River and not
extending into the Y ukon River drainage.

MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Thank you.
And then another question, with al these concerns of the
people aong the Kuskokwim, all the barges going up the
river, and then how are they going to go about their
subsistence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?
And what are you guys doing to take that into
consideration? Because that'salot of -- that's alot of
fishing, you know, alot of salmon going up.
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MR. BREL SFORD: | think often the people
in the villages take the long view, like not just afew
years that the mine would operate, but what happens after.
And that's kind of the question you are asking. When we
were in Crooked Creek afew months ago, people recommended
that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil
Mine and kind of the employment boom and then what
happened when the mine closed. So | think that'slike a
little case study from the region that we are going to try
and go interview some of the people to talk about.

Thereisalot of concern in the literature now
about boom-and-bust cycles, what happens after abig, big
project. And | don't think we have answers to that
tonight, but I'm just saying that that's areally good way
to think about the long-term, a question that we really
need to work on. And some of the other communities have
been raising that same kind of concern.

MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: | havea
concern. You guysare -- in your EISyou guys are
studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there. And
anything can happen in the drainage. [indecipherable] If
anything happened, if thereis like a break or something,
would anything drain into the Iditarod River? And that
comes right down the Shag and the Innoko and it comes past
Shag and comes down theriver. And that'sright -- that's
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MR. KUHLE: Again, we have heard that
concern before, and it will be looked at again. Donlin
has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge
traffic, and | don't have the answer, you know, asfar as
exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this
time. Butit's-- you know, it is something -- that issue
has been raised in another -- in a number of the other
scoping meetings, so it's definitely going to be, you
know, looked at and addressed. | don't have the answer
right now, though.

MR. LEROY PETERS: On that pipeline, you
mentioned that they are going to put it underground. |
don't think that's avery good idea. And you know, what
isthe diameter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is
the pipe going to be, you know? Because you know, | know
that we can have future accidents in the future when those
pipes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or something
like that, maybe have abust in the pipe. And | realy
don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the
ground, you know.

And you know, you got to deal with the
corporation. You got to deal with the corporations and
the Calistaland and whatever has got the right-of-way,
passing the Native allotments and everything like that,
you know.
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1 MR. KUHLE: Yeah, actualy, yes, the 1 of the water, things like that.
2 diameter, | believeit's a 14-inch-diameter pipe. And one 2 So we are making our own comments to the project
3 of our cooperating agenciesis the Pipeline and Hazardous 3 about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against
4 Materias Safety Administration, and they will be the 4 it. Andwe arelooking at the part that we have to permit
5 agency that will be looking at that and the safety of it. 5 or we haveto alow isthe -- what would be the lands that
6 And Donlin has aready -- in their design has submitted -- 6 the pipeline crosses.
7 or their application submitted some of the safety 7 MS. YODER: And for the State, for the
8 features. They plan to have a check valve every 20 miles, 8 health impact assessment, we are not issuing any permits,
9 and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it, 9 but we are also not for or against the project, but we are
10 routine maintenance. They will run pigs down it. 10 looking at any potential positive and negative health
11 So they are thinking along the lines of safety. 11 effects. And thenin our process we rank those health --
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And again, you know, the PHMSA, or the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be
primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the
pipeline.

MR.LEROY PETERS: Another comment | would
like to make about the barge lines running up and down the
Kuskokwim, you know, we run into that problem at fall
time; some years the water gets really low and the barges
can't make it in through the main channel. And | know the
Kuskokwim River, once it starts dropping, the water drops
down, it'slike out of sight the month of July and
whatever. It'sarealy agood timeto make al this back
and forth right after breakup and all the materials that
you guys need. Y ou might run into that problem in the
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those potential health effects and we try to propose ways
to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on,
you know, hiring in different regions. And then we aso
propose recommendations and things that can be done to
decrease any health effects. So oursisnot arequired
process for the health impact assessment, however, but we
are doing our best to get our report into the EIS.

MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: | have one
more question. Y ou guys are going to be the ones that say
if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all
over the region?

MR. KUHLE: The question is, are we the
ones that are going to alow them to move forward with the
project?
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future in fall time when the water getstoo low. You
know, sometimes the barges get stuck and whatever, you
know. Y ou got to keep that in mind, too, you know, just
to protect that Kuskokwim River that nothing will happen
in the future. Y ou know, that's another picture to take a
look at.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. And yes, we
are well aware of that. We have heard that in many
communities, and thereis going to have to be areal close
look and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure
out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or
what would need to be done in the event of low water.

Other questions?

MS. JUDI WALKER: I'd like to know what
the State and BLM people have to say about this, if they
arefor it or -- not for or against it, but how are they
supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?

MR. ALAN BITTNER: Asfar asBLM is
concerned, it's the same as Don has said: We are not for
or against it. We are processing aright-of-way for a
pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM. And so
as a cooperating agency, al of our specidists are
weighing in, and we do have some of the same concerns. We
have some of the same concerns about other facets of the
project like the river and the barge traffic and the level
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MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Yes. After
hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you
know, thereisalot of -- alot of big concernsthere.

How are you going to address those concerns?

MR. KUHLE: Wéll, the Corps of Engineers
has, you know, two major permits for the project. The
other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLM for one
and there is State agencies as well that have -- thereis
alarge number of permits. So the project won't be able
to move forward until they have obtained all the required
permits. And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EISis
just one part of our review process.

It's under the National Environmental Policy Act
that we are required to do this EIS because of a potential
significant effect on the quality of the human
environment. We also have to comply with section 404 of
the Clean Water Act which, as| mentioned earlier,
requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are
required to select the least environmentally damaging
aternative.

And we also do for all of our permits what's
known as a public interest review. So you know, we will
look at the proposed project and all the potential
effects, you know, including all different facets -- you
know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we will make
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1 our permit decision based on the EIS, the 404(b)(1) 1 you know, specific information that we might not otherwise
2 guidelines, and our public interest review. So that's 2 beawareof. Soif, you know, you have instances or
3 just the Corps of Engineers. So you know, if we find that 3 examples of that, we would like to hear about it.
4 it, you know, meets all the requirements, you know, then 4 MR. LEROQY PETERS: Yeah. | think they
5 wewill issue our permit. 5 need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in
6 But again, thereis, you know, all these other 6 thefuture, you know. And ancther thing, too, 1'd like to
7 agencies, aswell. Soit'snot just -- it's not just the 7 bring up, too, in the Kuskokwim sampling of the water, you
8 Corps of Engineersthat's going to say, you know, you can 8 know, | think that they should monitor that about every
9 go ahead with your project. It's-- you know, they have 9 time the barges go up and down the river, take a sample of
10 to get permits from all these other agencies, as well. 10 thewater, you know, make sure no mercury or radiation is
11 MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.: Thank you. |11 leaking out from that mine, you know, and affecting their
12 MR. LEROY PETERS: You know, doesthis 12 resources and the fish and everything like that, you know,
13 have some kind of impact around the Donlin Creek Mine, you |13 because | notice that lots of people are catching cancer

14

know? Like I'm talking about -- talking about the animals

A
N

al over -- al over, you know, al over in the Kuskokwim

15 like the moose and the bears and al kinds of animals that 15 and the Y ukon side, too, you know. And | think to myself
16 hang around thisarea. Do you see anything like they get 16 it might be coming from the air quality, too, and from the
17 infected or something like that? Because | heard in the 17 [indecipherable] or whatever that floats around in that
18 past onetime | went down to a meeting down at St. Mary's, 18 mine, you know. That's what I'm concerned about.
19 the Clean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some 19 MR. KUHLE: Wéll, there certainly will be
20 Kuskokwim people at the meeting, and they said that Donlin |20 monitoring, and | guess we will note your comment that you
21 Creek Mineis affecting the animals around the -- around 21 think it should be done after every barge. But there will
22 thearea 22 bemonitoring. | guess| don't know the details at this
23 And you know, | know for afact this one elderly 23 time.
24 lady said they took aride up the river and they ran into 24 MR. LEROQY PETERS: Okay. Thank you. --
25 amoose and the moose didn't even have no hair in some 25 MR. KUHLE: Other comments or questions?
Page 43 Page 45
1 parts of the body, you know. | waskind of wondering 1 Yes
2 about that. You know, do you do a study on the animals 2 MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF: We have our
3 and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek Mine, | 3 school up here. When things are going to happen in our
4 you know? Doesit have an effect on them or do they get 4 area, wewould like to let the children know from K
5 disease or lose their hair or -- 5 through 12 what's going on around us. After all your
6 MR. KUHLE: I'm not aware of anything like 6 scoping isamost done, or finished, isit going to be
7 that asfar asmoose losing their hair but, you know, 7 available on aDVD to send to the classrooms so kids who
8 Donlin has been doing baseline studies, you know, on 8 didn't hear it from their parents or didn't hear it
9 wildlifeand fish. And that information has been 9 whenever someone was here, they could look at it in their
10 submitted with their permits. And Donlin -- I'm sorry -- 10 classroom and talk about it? Because they worry alot,
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URS, you know, hastheir specidlists. Their wildlife
people, you know, have looked at that information to
determineif it's adequate or not. And they have
identified areas where additional information is needed
and additional studies are needed now and in the future.
Y ou know, that's what we will be using.

| guessif you have specific information
regarding, you know, animalsin the area that have been
adversely affected, that would be good, you know,
information to submit with your comments and we could
certainly look at that. But you know, it's not something
that I'm aware of at thistime. But you know, that's --
again, the purpose of our scoping isto find information,
you know, especially information from the local
communities that are close to the area where they have,
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too. They worry about our environment and what's going to
happen to -- our Y ukon River is moving way over there.
They are worried about that.

So they are aware of what's going on, but | want
to know if you are going to have anything available to
teach in the schools to show what al it takesjust to
have amineto let them know. And it looks likeit's
going to be awhile and they can start getting prepared to
take coursework in the classroom or go on to atrade
school or university and be hired.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Wdll, al the, you
know, information from the scoping meetings will be
summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually
be available on the website. | guessthat'sagood
suggestion. | mean, it's avast amount of information.
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1 You know, it's agood suggestion to have aDVD put ; ey A \F:f:RTE:Ns i:: FIPG;T_E _ .
2 together and something that we will consider. Thank you. ' ) ' y Fubtte tn and for
3 MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF: Thereasonfora | © (Ne State of Alaska do hereby certify:
4 DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that long. 4 That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
5 ThaI'swhyaDVDisfaster and simplerforthat reason. 5 ne at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
6 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Other 6 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
7 comments or questions’? If not, | gue$|-” wrapit up 7 transcribed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
8 here. We will be around here for alittle bit if anybody 8 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
9 wantstotak to usdirectly. Again, thereislots of 9 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
10 information on the project website at donlingoldeis.com. 10 1 any interest in the outcome of the action herein
11 And asoif you -- as | said, my phone number and e-mail, 11 contai ned.

12 they are -- they were on the slide here. I'd be glad to 12 IN W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
13 givethemtoyou. They are aso in the newsletters that 13 ny hand and affixed ny seal this __ day of

14 were mailed out. | believe there are some copies on 14 2013.

15 the-- at the back of the room. So thanks for coming. 15

16 Did you have anything? 16 —

17 MR. BREL SFORD: | just wanted to add thank 17 R’\(leog{iasrtyergdjbll\i/béi;torRe or t er
18 you for the hospitality. We know that people see alot of 18

19 meetings come and go, but thisis really an important 19 My Conmi ssion Expires: November 5, 2016

20 project for the region, so setting aside an evening to 20

21 tak with you usisrealy helpful. | want to emphasize 21

22 that wereally do listen and take serioudly the hard 22

23 questions that you are asking and we hope to come up with 23

24 careful answers by the time we come back to seeyou in a 24

25 little over ayear. Thiswasreslly constructive 25
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discussion, so thanksto folks. It's great to see Angela
again. | can't remember when we were at a subsistence
council meeting.

(Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m.)
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tribes (3) Valley (2) website (7) Yoder (4) 2014 (2)
4:14;6:6;31:6 17:22;21:21 8:19;9:7;11:7;27:20; 7:7,8,9;40:7 9:24,10:5
trucked (1) valleys (1) 30:22;45:24;46:10 younger (1) 2015 (3)
233 36:4 week (1) 26:25 9:13;10:13,17
try (6) value (1) 11:25 Yukon (13) 227-megawatt (1)
14:24;19:5;20:4,16; 29:22 weeks (1) 13:12;14:5,11;15:2, 28:21
35:9;40:12 valve (2) 16:6 5;16:12;25:10;26:11; | 26 (1)
trying (1) 21:8;38:8 weighing (1) 36:5,13,17;44.15; 23:10
26:5 various (3) 39:23 45:12 27(2)
turn (3) 9:8;10:13;33:18 welcome (1) Y ukon-Kuskokwim (1) 17:17;18:14
9:9;20:22;,27:25 vast (2) : 4:19 29th (1)
two (15) 13:8;45:25 west (3) 9:16
3:8,6:17;8:10;11:10; | Vavrik (1) 5:5;21:19,21 1
13:24;14:2;16:6;17:10, | 3:12 wetlands (3) 3
12,22:12;23:16,16; vegetation (5) 8:12;29:11,20 1,000 (1)
31:3;36:4;41:6 18:21,25;19:3;29:12, |what's(6) 23:9 3,000 (2
type (2) 18 25:3;41:21,43:3; 1,000,000 (1) 24:3;30:6
24:23;31:15 vehicles (2) 45:511,14 17:16 30-mile (1)
21:16;28:21 whenever (1) 1,400 (3) 234
) view (1) 45:9 22:11;24:6;30:6 34(1)
35:2 wide (1) 1,500 (1) 21:23
unacceptable (1) village (1) 22:11 23:10
33:24 15:20 wildlife (5) 1,850 (1) 4
under (7) villages (9) 7:3;29:12,21;43:9,11 22:12

Midnight Sun Court Reporters
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6,000 (1)
29:16

6,900 (1)
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60 (2)
18:25;19:5

600 (1)
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64 (1)
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7:27 ()
47:4
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(I'nvocation offered by Judi Wl ker.)
MR. KUHLE: Good evening and wel cone to

t he scoping neeting for the Donlin Gold Project
envi ronnental inpact statenment. W will be referring to
it as an EIS. M nane is Don Kuhle with the Arny Corps of
Engi neers, and |I'mthe project manager for the EIS. Also
here today are two people from URS Al aska, which is the
contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS. They
are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie. And they will be
hel ping me with the presentation. W also have a court
recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a
transcript of the nmeeting for the record.

This is the agenda for today, just to provide an
i dea of the topics that we will be covering. W wll talk
about the purpose of today's neeting and then the EI'S
project mlestones. Next we want to provide a basic
overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
Inviting your comments. W encourage you to get invol ved,
and we will tell you how to do that.

Feel free to ask questions as we go along. |If
you have questions or comments, though, please state your
nane clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the

neeting. W wll also have tinme after the presentation
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for questions and statenents that you may wi sh to nake.

We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
m ne project that will require federal and State permts.
And in order to conply with the National Environnental
Policy Act, the Corps nust prepare an EIS to anal yze the
I npacts of the proposed project. The Corps is neither a
pr oponent nor an opponent of the project. |It's Donlin
Gold's project, and the EIS wll be used for making permt
deci sions by the Corps and by other agencies. The scoping
neetings are the first step in the EI'S process.

Scopi ng neetings can also fulfill public
I nvol vement requirenents regardi ng cultural resources
under the National H storic Preservation Act, and the
Corps wll work closely with any affected tribes through
gover nnent -t o- gover nnent consul tati on

This map gives an orientation to the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokw m Ri ver and
t he Yukon- Kuskokwi mDelta. It's a renote area with little
devel opnent to date and no existing roads to the region.
The map shows that existing transportati on and energy
infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
Al aska. The proposed mine would require all new
I nfrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. It would

be all subject to permtting before the project could
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proceed.

This map gives an idea of the | ogistics and
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
| ogi stics for the mne include fuel and cargo com ng from
west coast ports. Fuel would be delivered -- I"'msorry --
transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to
barges and then again to river barges in Bethel. Cargo
supplies would al so go to Bethel for transfer to the river
barges. And the fuel and supplies would then be barged
upri ver and off-|oaded at a new barge | anding in Jungj uk.
And there would al so be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet to
bring in natural gas.

The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
requires an EI'S for any major federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environnent. In this
case Donlin Gold has submtted applications for permts
under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act. And issuance of these permts
woul d be a major federal action and require an EIS to
eval uate the environnental inpacts of the proposed
proj ect .

The EI'S, along with other applicable | aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and ot her agencies
to nmake their permt decisions. And in addition to

conmplying wwth NEPA, the Corps is also required to
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conplete a public interest review and an anal ysi s under
section 404(b)(1) of the Cean Water Act, which requires
that we select the |east environnentally danagi ng
practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
information for these analyses into the EI'S, as well.

This slide shows that many agencies, tribes, and
a region organization will work together on the EIS.
Cooper ati ng agenci es are sel ected based on their
permtting responsibilities or their special expertise.
And as | said previously, the EIS will be used by the
agencies to aid in their permtting decisions. It wll
not, however, replace the normal permtting authorities
and processes.

We have a few of our cooperating agency
representatives with us, and I'd like to allow themto
i ntroduce thensel ves and say a few words about their roles
in the EIS project. W have two agencies in the room and
one on the phone. 1'Il ask BLMfirst. Alan Bittner.

MR BITTNER H . M nane is Al an

Bittner. I'mthe field manager for the Anchorage field
office, and that covers any BLMinvolved in this project.
And really what that neans is the pipeline, the map that's
near the back back there is the pipeline that conmes from
the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's

the thing that will cross sone BLMI| ands and t he nmjor
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thing that we will have to review during this process.

So also with ne today is Bruce Seppi, our
wildlife biologist, sitting back here. And so we can
certainly answer and field any questions later related to
that pipeline if you have them

MR, KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Alan. And wth
the State of Al aska we have Sarah Yoder.

MS. YODER: Hi, everyone. As Don said, ny
name i s Sarah Yoder, and | work for the Departnent of
Heal th and Social Services. | work in the Health I npact
Assessnment Program and we are involved with this project
to l ook at the potential positive and negative health
effects of the project. And we won't be doing permtting,
but we will have a final report that wll be an appendi X
to the EI S

Additionally, there are other State agencies
cooperating with the EI'S process. Departnent of Natural
Resources and Departnent of Environnental Conservation and
Departnment of Fish & Gane are al so invol ved.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Sarah. And on
t he tel econference we have C ndi Godsey with EPA. G ndi?

M5. GODSEY: Hi. |'mEPA s Al aska m ning
coordi nator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects
| i ke hydrol ogy and geochem stry and water quality and, of

course, experience in tribal consultation. And so the
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Cor ps asked us to be a cooperati ng agency due to our
experience in other mning projects in the state. And
al t hough we don't have any permt actions of our own, we
do have oversight over the Corps' permtting, as well as
the State's permtting of the air and water quality
permts.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, G ndi. The
Donlin Gold Project wll require many federal permts and

consultation, and this slide provides several exanples,

and I'I'l highlight two of these and invite you to read the
rest yourselves. Since the project would place fill in
wet | ands and other waters of the U S., the Corps will need

to make section 404 permt decisions as to whether or not
to authorize that fill. And since a portion of the
proj ect pipeline would cross BLM I ands, BLMw Il need to
evaluate a right-of-way application. And you can find a
much nore conprehensive list of required permts in the
Donlin Gold permt application, which can be found on the
project website at donlingol deis.com

This slide slows that there are al so many
permts required fromthe State of Al aska. For exanpl e,
over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
State | ands, so the Departnent of Natural Resources woul d
evaluate a right-of-way application. The Departnent of

Envi ronment al Conservation has several responsibilities
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for water and air quality permts. The Departnent of Fish
& Gane has permtting responsibilities to protect fish
habitat. And the Corps will also consult with the State
Hi storic Preservation Oficer to protect cultural and

hi storic resources. And again, there is a nmuch nore
conprehensive list that can be found on the project
website. So this overview of the permt shows why the
various federal and State agencies are involved in the
EIS And | will nowturn to the mlestones of the EIS.

Sone of you may be famliar with the steps in
preparing an EI'S. And the diagramon the right shows six
maj or steps that wll be taken from now t hrough Novenber
of 2015. A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal
Regi ster on Decenber 14th of | ast year, and that initiated
the EI'S. Scoping began on that date, and it continues
t hrough March 29th of this year. Scoping involves public
nmeeti ngs and ot her nethods to provide information and
gat her comments, and that's why we're here tonight.

After scoping, URS wll work with the Corps and
cooperating agencies using information fromthe scoping
process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus
any additional studies that they deem necessary, and
they'Il use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is
estinmated to be conpleted by August 2014. And I'd like to

enphasi ze that that's an estinated date. The date could
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shift.

Once the draft EIS is conpleted, there wll be
an opportunity for public review of the draft EI'S, and
that will be -- estimated time frane i s August through
Novenber of 2014. At that tine you will be able to see

how comrents fromthe scoping period were addressed, and

there will be another round of public neetings and there
w |l again be opportunities to submt comments on the
draft EIS.

10

The draft EIS and the comments that are received

wll -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare
the final EIS, and that's expected to be conpl eted around
Cct ober 2015. The various agencies that have permitting
authorities wll then use the final EISin their
perm tting decisions, and each agency will prepare their
own Record of Decision around Novenber or Decenber of
2015.

Note the gold-colored circles. These refer to
t he public invol venent opportunities, the scoping period
and the draft EIS comment period. And these are the best
opportunities to provide input and nake sure that your
comment s are heard.

The pur pose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected

region. And this can be broken into four areas. The
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first is to provide informati on about the EI'S m | estones,
and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an
i dea of the tinme frane invol ved.

The second is to share information about the
proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our
presentation. And information is also avail able on the
project website and in the newsletters that have been
mai | ed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the
future.

The | ast two purposes are to identify issues and
concerns to examne in the EI'S and the section 106
process, and to identify useful infornmation from
communities. And that's what we are counting on you for
to help us with these. Wat would you like to see
addressed in the EI'S and do you have information that we
can use to nmake informed decisions, infornmed permtting
deci si ons.

This is a schedul e of our scoping neetings.

It's slipped sone or changed sonewhat from the begi nning
when we started giving the neetings because of sone

weat her problens, but so far in January we had neetings in
Cr ooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage. In
February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, MG ath,

Qui nhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay. This nonth we so

far have been in Emobnak and St. Mary's | ast week. And
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today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually
be in Kipnuk rather than Kongi ganak.

This map is kind of busy, but the col or schene
represents the nany subregi ons of the project area and
hel ps to show how t he scopi ng pl an was devel oped. For
exanpl e, the orange dots show The Kuskokw m Cor porati on
vil | ages nearest the proposed project. And in this
subregion we held neetings in Cooked Creek because it's
t he closest community to the mne site, and al so in Aniak
because it's a subregional hub. For the other subregions,
our neetings are simlarly being held -- have been and
will be held in the subregional hubs.

MR. BRELSFORD: Before you nove on, do you
want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?

MR. KUHLE: Sure. Do we have -- if
anybody woul d li ke to ask questions about the EI'S process
at this tinme before we go into the project description
nor e.

MS. JUDI WALKER. The EI'S you are talking
about, is it already started or it's in the working --

MR. KUHLE: Yes, it's already started. |t
began, and Decenber 14th was when the notice was
publ i shed, and that began the EIS process. And the
first -- the first phase of the EIS is the scoping

process, and that's what we are doing right now, having
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t he scopi ng neetings, one of which is, you know, this
nmeeti ng here tonight.

M5. JUDI WALKER. And all those villages
you had |isted are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?
O why are there so many vill ages?

MR, KUHLE: Well, they are all the

villages that are -- that could potentially be affected

13

that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and

it includes not only the mne site, but also the pipeline
and navi gation along the Kuskokwi mRi ver. So pretty nuch
any vill ages along the Kuskokwi m could potentially be
affected. Comunities on the Yukon, you know, because of
soci oeconom c effects, could potentially be affected.

So that's what we did was | ooked at, you know,
the entire project area, all the elenents that, you
know -- not just the mne, but the pipeline and the
addi ti onal navigation on the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and | ooked at
any communities that we felt could potentially be
affected. And so, then, that was a total of 66
communities. And within those we identified those that
were wthin the AVCP subregions. W identified, you know,
a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones
t hat we are having the scoping neetings in.

MR. BRELSFORD: Then there were two Doyon

subregions, McGath and Holy Cross.
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MR. KUHLE: Ckay. |I'msorry. Yes, there
was al so two Doyon subregi ons.

MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR. : In the
future are you guys going to have sonething planned |ike

t he Yukon going over to Crooked Creek fromhere? 1s there

anything --

MR. KUHLE: Anyt hi ng pl anned?

MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR.: Anyt hing
pl anned, |i ke barging or --

MR KUHLE: Well, the mne will actually
not directly affect the Yukon drainage. There is no
plans -- | nean, what we are presenting tonight is a
proposal as presented to us from Donlin Cold.

MR. BRELSFORD: Don, this -- it's areally
good question. The EIS is supposed to take a holistic
| ook, | ook at every related issue to the Donlin Gold M ne,
and we are supposed to | ook ahead at potential future
projects that mght interact wwth the Donlin Gold M ne, so
we have recently seen sone design di scussions fromthe
Al aska Departnment of Transportation --

MR KUHLE: Did we |ose the phone here
or --

MR. BRELSFORD: | think we are going to
have to hang it up. |I'Il try and dial it back in in a

second. So there is a thing called cunul ative effects,
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| i ke future effects, and this potential road between the
Yukon and the Kuskokwi m and the Pai m ut Sl ough area woul d
be an exanple of a future project that we would need to

|l ook into. So I think that's one possi bl e project
relating to the Yukon River. It may make a difference in
barge traffic, things of that sort. That's one that we
are going to have to |l earn nore about and | ook at in the
ElIS itself.

MR KUHLE: We will hold on a minute. W
| ost our tel econference.

MR. BRELSFORD: Don, | think we are the
only ones on the line. | think that may have been G nd
hangi ng up, but we will keep the |line open just in case.

MR. EUGENE PAUL: And wth you talking
about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was --
that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself,
right? You guys ain't using any of State funding to have
them put sonething in, |like the road and stuff because,
you know, when we did do a State neeting before, the
village can put a resolution in that we did not want a
road built by the State of Al aska because it's open public
access when we build a road with State funding. And that
brings in a lot of people that would be able to cone into
our |l ands and hunt, bring drugs and al cohol, all these

things that really affect these big communities down there
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that we are -- we are --

| sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs
and we are doing a study. And we are studying -- there is
a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the
hi ghways are able to connect to these villages. And we
were tal king to the governor about two weeks ago, John
Mul I er, and we were tal king about how we coul d use our
tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our
communi ties.

And | was wondering, with this gas line that you
guys are proposing and this road that's comng fromthe
Kuskokwi mto the Yukon side, is that going to be through
State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?

MR. KUHLE: Everything proposed so far
woul d be funded by Donlin. Now the pipeline, the future
of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know,
other conmmunities could create a utility and sonehow - -
because it would be a commopn carrier, so |'mnot sure, you
know, if there would be any issues with that in the
future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know,
sonet hing that we could look at. You know, it's -- you

know, it's on the record now so, you know, we wl|

consider that. But at this tine, the pipeline as proposed
I's, you know, proposed by Donlin. It would be constructed
by Donlin. It would be -- you know, | guess at this point
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it would be their pipeline.

Any ot her questions before we nove on to the
details of the project?

Ckay. Now we are noving on to the m ning

proj ect as proposed by Donlin Gold. And again, it is

Donlin Gold's project. |It's not a Corps of Engineers
project. It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their

permtting decisions. Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership
between two | arge international m ning conpanies, Barrick
Gol d and NovaGold. And the Donlin Gold deposit is |ocated
on | ands owned by two Al aska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokw m
Corporation is the surface owner.

As you can see, it's a very large project. It's
expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year
for an estimated mning life of 27 and a half years,
during which tine it wll be processing 59,000 tons of ore
each day.

We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in a renote part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwi mValley and down to the YK
Delta. This area is honme to sone 66 comrunities that
m ght be affected by the project. For nmany conmunities

the project mght affect | ands and resources that are used
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for subsistence and other livelihood activities. The
project will face an extensive set of |egal requirenents
with many permts required and many agenci es invol ved.

The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the
tinmeline fromexploration to closure. Donlin has worked
on exploration and environnental baseline studies for 16
years prior to submtting their permt applications. W
are now entering the three-year permtting period, the
first step of which is holding the scoping neetings. And
at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies w ||
decide to issue or to deny their permts.

If the permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can
proceed with three to four years of construction and an
estimated 27 and a half years of operations. And at the
conclusion of the active life of the mne, Donlin Gold
woul d be responsible for closure and reclamati on. And
this would include deconm ssioning the mlIl facilities and
t he pi peline, covering over the waste treatnent or
tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock
storage facilities. The |land would then be recontoured
and native vegetation would be pl ant ed.

W will pause for a mnute for any questions if
anybody has any so far.

MS. JUDI WALKER. And your map shows it

wll take 60 years for the vegetation to grow. How do you
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know that with the environnment changi ng so nuch?

MR. KUHLE: For howlong it will take the
vegetation --

M5, JUDI WALKER Well, the map said up to
60 years after to try to grow it back. Wth the weat her
changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?

MR. KUHLE: Well, the -- you know, that's
based on current information and studies that have been
done and current know edge of the area. That's
i nformation -- you know, Donlin has been doing a | ot of
studies. They provided information to us. The purpose of
the EIS process is to |l ook at the informati on that they
provided to us. URS, the third-party contractor, you
know, has experts that wll ook at the information that
Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or
i f any other studies are done or nore information is
needed. And that's the information that will go into
preparing the draft EIS.

MR. BRELSFORD: So it's a very good point
that the future m ght not be the sane as the things we can
| ook back over the last 40, 50 years and observe. Forest
fire ecol ogy and forest ecol ogy, the grow h and
revegetation, that's sonmething that the scientists have
studied a fair bit, but that's backwards | ooki ng.

And so | think we do have to be open-m nded
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about the potential for change in climte systenms or in
precipitation, rain and snowfall. Those things could well
change in the decade, the generation to cone. And | think
we will try to do our best in the technical analysis, but
it's another tine to really enphasize the inportance of
the public |ooking at the draft EIS for people here to say
t hat doesn't | ook convincing. That's not accurate.
That's not careful enough.

W really want to say this is a |l ong project.
The EIS review, it's three years because we need to | ook
at a lot of different questions about the nine project,
about the ecology of the region. So we are going to have
to do it one step at a tine. Wat we are doing right now
Is getting the questions on the table, and then a little
over a year from now when we cone back to the conmunities
we will try and have a good analysis of those. But there
wll be sone holes in our draft EIS, and that's where your
comments on the draft will help us to be even nore
accurate by the tinme of the final permt decisions.

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we

nove on?

Ckay. Now we will turn to the major conponents
of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and
t he power plant. The pipeline would be buried. It would

not be up on supports |ike the Trans- Al aska Pi peline
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System so it would be a cold pipeline. It would not
generate heat. Where it crosses eight mgjor rivers, the
pi peline would be installed below the riverbed using
hori zontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo at the top of the slide. For exanple, this
t echni que woul d be used to cross the Kuskokw m R ver and
three forks of the George River.

The i mage of the bl ock valve on the right side
of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would
not be fenced off, so it would not block access to
subsi stence use areas. The right-of-way woul d be brushed
every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for
noni tori ng and nai ntenance. The constructi on process
woul d not create a road along the right-of-way. The
design woul d all ow access, but after construction there
woul d be no i nproved access for vehicles and no bridges at
wat er crossi ngs.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga, cross the Al aska Range at Rai ny Pass, run west
along the foothills of the Al aska Range into the Kuskokw m
Ri ver Valley and conti nue west to the mne site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State | ands, 34 percent BLM I ands and ten percent Native
corporation | ands.

The bl ue segnent in the center of the map there
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Is an alternate pipeline corridor segnent that woul d avoi d
the Dal zell| Gorge in the Al aska Range. It would separate
fromthe originally proposed alignnent at m |l epost 105 and
rejoin at mlepost 150. Donlin Gold recently notified the
Corps that this alternative is under consideration and

w || be exam ned during geotechnical investigations this
com ng sunmer.

This slide slows the project conponents at the
mne site. And I'd like to highlight three of these.
Nunber one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mles |long, one mle w de,
1,850 feet deep. Nunber two is the tailings inpoundnent,
technically referred to as the waste treatnent facility.

It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
square mles. Tailings refer to the fine powder-1ike
material that is left after the gold has been renoved from
the mll.

Nunber three is the waste rock facility, which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock
that's renoved to get to the gol d-bearing ore. These
maj or facilities support the mll, which would process
59, 000 tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port

facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river
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barges. There woul d be a new barge | andi ng near Jungj uk
for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged
upriver, and fromthere they would be trucked to the m ne
site by way of a new 30-mle road. There would also be a
new 5, 000-f oot runway near the mne site and a

40-m |l lion-gallon diesel storage facility at the m ne
Site.

The proposed barge | andi ng at Jungj uk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back fromthe bank for a total 26 acres. And
the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
t he Kuskokwi m River to transport supplies and diesel fuel
The fuel barges would be doubl e-hul | ed.

The navi gati on season woul d average 110 days per
year. There woul d be about three barge tow passi ngs per
day. That could be two up and one down or one up and two
down, neani ng that anywhere that you m ght be al ong the
riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.
And each tow woul d be pushing four barges. There woul d be
an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season
Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges
woul d carry 173,000 tons each. And the shipping season,

t he barge tow frequency and the nunber of barge | oads
woul d be roughly the sane both during construction and

during operations of the mne itself.
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Addi tional infrastructure includes the
construction canp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. And this does
i ncl ude sone snualler renote canps for pipeline
construction. Pernmanent canp would have 600 beds and
support a workforce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees worKki ng
shifts, neaning that only about half of the total
wor kf orce woul d be on site at any given tine.

Do we have any questions at this point? [1'1]I

pause for a m nute.

MS. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR : | have a
question. |Is there a backup plan in case sonet hi ng goes
I nto Crooked Creek, |ike sonething major happens? Do you

have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering
Cr ooked Creek from going into the Kuskokw nf?

MR. KUHLE: Donlin has, you know,
submitted a |l ot of information and, you know, they w |
have contingency plans for -- | know li ke for the
navi gation, their transportation plan for barging on the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver, they have details on there on how t hey
woul d deal with if there were to be any rel ease of diesel
fuel or any other kind of a spill. And again, that's the
type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS. W
will ook at whatever they -- whatever plans they have

submtted. And, you know, URS as the contractor w |
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eval uate that infornmation

As | was explaining before, that's the EIS
process. They will look at what's submtted, determne if
addi tional information is needed, and then they will do an
anal ysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.

MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR : Anot her
question | have is on the jobs, the only people that's
going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista
because that's their |and, you know. 1Is there any plans

for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?

MR KUHLE: | guess it's pretty much up to

Donlin. You know, they are the ones that wll be
having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.
But they are -- you know, as was nentioned earlier -- as
Sarah nentioned, there will be a health inpact assessnent,
and they will be | ooking at the effects on the | ocal
communities. It will be |Iooked at in the soci oecononic
aspects inthe EIS. It's a good comment to make. You
know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.

But again, our permts -- we are evaluating the

EIS for the purpose of issuing our permts, and we can't
tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty
much their hiring process. But you know, the

soci oeconom c effects wll be considered in the EIS.

VMR. BRELSFORD: So where Don ended, we
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have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the
Calista region, but also including neighboring communities
potentially affected by the project. W have to eval uate
that. | just wanted to nention that when | had | ooked at
sone of the newsletters fromDonlin, they were trying to
do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH
communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwim the MG at h,
Ni kol ai, Telida, Takotna area. | don't know exactly how
successful that has been, but | think their plan, the way
they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokw m
and then the m ddl e Yukon River in this outreach for
hiring.

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
nove on?

MR, LEROY PETERS:. You know, when you get
this project going on in the future, you know, you know,

all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek m ne,

you know. You know, | think the Donlin Gold m ne should
send out the newsletter -- | nean, we got the newsletter
and everything |like that to get our -- get our -- get our

peopl e around the GASH regi on trai ned up, what kind of
j obs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can
get themready. You know what | nean?

MR. KUHLE: To get the information out

there ahead of tinme so you can prepare your younger people
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for --

MR. LEROY PETERS:. Yeah. That way we can
get the people enpl oyed around the GASH regi on, you know,
what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mne, like
mai nt enance or el ectrical work or carpentry or anything
| i ke that because, you know, we got |ots of operators
around our region, you know. And you know, |1'd like to
see that happen in the future, you know. | knowit's
Calista | and and Kuskokwi m|and. They own the surface and
everything like that, but it seens |like we are left out in
the forest, you know And you know, it would be a good
plan if they could cone up with sonme kind of deal to make
sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area,
you know.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Well, that's a good
comment. And as Tayl or nmentioned, | know Donlin has been

doi ng sone outreach, but | guess that's a good coment to

make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they wll
be seeing the comments -- in fact, all the comments we
receive will eventually be on our website, so it's a good

comment to make. Thank you.

Any ot her questions before we nove on?

Ckay. As | said earlier, the purpose of the
scoping neetings is to identify issues and concerns. So

we Wl nowturn to several slides with exanples of those
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I ssues and concerns.

One nmajor area is water resources. The project
is designed to result in no discharge of m ne contacted
water, but there will still be sonme concerns. And
exanpl es are noted on this slide. Streans and ot her
surface waters woul d be diverted away from and around
mning activities in order to facilitate mning and to
avoi d contam nation. G oundwater would be consuned as
part of the m ning process and could affect base fl ows of
near by streans. M ne dewatering to keep water out of the
pit could | ower adjacent groundwater |evels and again
affect nearby streans.

And sone of the rock, when exposed to the
el enents, could generate acid or |each netals. So waste
rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contam nating waters outside the m ne
site.

Air quality is also inportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues. There would be several
sources of em ssions, including a | arge nunber of |arge
m ning vehicles. There will be a 227-negawatt power pl ant
and dust created by renoving and processing the
over burden, waste rock and ore. These could all produce
em ssi ons.

Climate change is a grow ng concern and w | |
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need to be considered because | arge anounts of

hydr ocarbons wll be burned. Mercury wll be | ooked at in
several areas. Naturally occurring nmercury or fugitive
mercury could be rel ease by exposing it during m ning.
Mercury stack em ssions could occur during the mlling
process. So any nercury co-product would require careful
storage and transport.

G ven the | arge anpbunts of fuel and hazar dous
mat eri al s i nvol ved, safe operating procedures and good
response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.

O her major issues and concerns include wetl ands,
vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence
and traditional |and use.

The proposed project would affect a total of
16, 300 acres. O this, approximately 10,000 acres are at
the mne site and related infrastructure, and about 6, 000
acres are along the pipeline route. These areas would be
| npacted by excavation, filling, vegetation renoval or
ot her di sturbances.

And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands. There
woul d be fish and wildlife habitat | oss or reduced habitat
functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there
woul d al so be direct disturbance of individual aninmals.

We have already di scussed barge traffic and

noted that there would be a substantial i ncrease. And
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subsi stence and traditional |and uses woul d be affected by
the | oss of |ands to devel opnent.

Here are sone nore exanpl es of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the comunities,
cultural resources and recreation. There would be a huge
new wor kf orce, 3,000 during construction and 1, 400
duration pernmanent operations of the mne. This would
bring in new enpl oynent and i ncome, but also nmany effects
on community life and human health. Hi storical and
archeol ogical sites and traditional cultural properties
that exist in the area m ght be disturbed or destroyed.
Recreati onal and visual resources, including the Iditarod
trail, mght be affected by new structures and m ni ng
oper ati ons.

So to conclude, we know that this proposed
project and |l and and resources are inportant, and we woul d
| i ke to enphasi ze that there are several ways to get
involved in the EI'S. You are already doing the nost
I nportant thing by being here today and participating in
t he scopi ng neeti ng.

To find nore informati on and to subnmt a coment
form you can visit the project website at
donl i ngol dei s.com You can contact nme directly. M phone
nunber and e-nai|l address are on the slide.

For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of
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Engi neers' tribal |iaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone
nunber and e-nail address are also on the slide. Anmanda
and | have had two tribal tel econferences so far to

di scuss cooperati ng agency status or

gover nnment -t o- gover nment consultation. And we expect to
have ot her tel econferences with the tribes. Tribal

governnents have the opportunity to enter into

31

gover nnent -t o- gover nnment consultation, which is a separate

process from being a cooperating agency and the EI S
pr ocess.

So we would now like to hear if there is any
remai ni ng questions and any coments you nay have. W
woul d i ke to docunent your comments carefully, so pl ease
state your nane before you speak.

Here are sone ideas about the type of comments
that are helpful in the scoping process. W are | ooking

for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the

EIS. W want to identify potential inpacts and effects on

resources. W would |like to hear any ideas you nmay have
on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any

I nportant infornmation available in your particular
comunity. |If you do have witten coments that you read,
we woul d ask that you please | eave a copy with our court
recorder so we have it for the record.

So wwth that, I'lIl ask if there is any further
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questions, and then we wll have an opportunity if anybody
wants to make a prepared statenent.

M5. JUDI WALKER: That's a lot to stomach.
| guess ny biggest concern is | was born and raised in
this community, and ny ancestors cone fromhere. And the
| and has al ways been cl ose to our hearts because it -- we
depend on it so nuch. And to listen to all your chem cal
tal k and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no
guarantee for it not to happen. W are already |osing our
sal non, for whatever reasons we don't know.

And ny concern is the barges com ng down. W
have a sandy river that brings up the silt and nakes nore
sandbars and stuff |ike that.

If a community decides not to go with Donlin
Creek, what happens? Do you -- what do you do? Move
away, don't conme back? O do you find other alternatives
or routes to go through?

MR KUHLE: |I'mnot sure | quite follow
You say if a community decides --

MS. JUDI WALKER. Not to go along, do we
have a say in that? Because | -- I'mreally not for
touching the I and around the Del oycheet regi on and Doyon
r egi on.

MR, KUHLE: Just to clarify your question,

If you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is
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t hat the question?

M5, JUDI WALKER  Yeah

MR KUHLE: Well, the way -- you know, we
are preparing the EIS to ook at all the potential inpacts
and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to nake
permtting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers,
but the other cooperating agenci es.

So there is -- so the EIS process will help to

identify inpacts, and that way we will decide if we can
I ssue our permts or not for the project as they have
proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can
nodify it to avoid those inpacts. So it would be through
the permtting process as to whether or not the project
can proceed. It would have to have -- as it showed, there
is a -- there is a huge nunber of permts, both State and
federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those
permts. And, you know, those are all, you know, ained at

protecting vari ous resources.

So you know, | guess one community, you know, we
will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those
concerns. |If sonebody just cones and says |'m opposed to

t he project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going
to keep the project noving forward, but if you identify
sone issues that are unacceptable inpacts that could

potentially prevent us fromissuing a permt, but we would
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have to go through this process first.
Did that just confuse you nore?

M5, JUDI WALKER No. It just doesn't
sound |li ke very promsing. M next concern is how are all
these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going
to benefit fromthis, aside fromthe econony and jobs and
stuff like that? Once you guys pack up and | eave and then
there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever could
be gone. You know, those are future issues that | think
about because | have a great-granddaughter, and |I' m going
to have nore descendents following ne. And | want themto
have what | have. And that's ny bi ggest concern. How are
we going to benefit? |Is all this profits going out of
state or is it going to The Kuskokw m Cor poration, or what
do we get out of it?

MR. KUHLE: Well, again, that's what we
are evaluating. And you said "when we are gone." |
guess, again, | need to enphasize that, you know, i1t's not
t he Corps of Engi neers or any of these other cooperating
agencies that's going to be, you know, building this
project. It's Donlin Gold. And we're here to identify,
you know, concerns and issues. And you know, our goal is
to avoid those inpacts that you are tal king about. You
know, we will be | ooking at not only the environnental

effects, but the socioecononmc effects, as well.
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MR. BRELSFORD: | think often the people
in the villages take the long view, |like not just a few
years that the m ne would operate, but what happens after.
And that's kind of the question you are asking. Wen we
were in Crooked Creek a few nonths ago, people recommended
that we go back and tal k to peopl e about the Red Devi l
M ne and kind of the enpl oynent boom and t hen what
happened when the mne closed. So | think that's |ike a
little case study fromthe region that we are going to try
and go interview sone of the people to tal k about.

There is a lot of concern in the literature now
about boom and- bust cycl es, what happens after a big, big
project. And | don't think we have answers to that
tonight, but I"mjust saying that that's a really good way
to think about the long-term a question that we really
need to work on. And sone of the other communities have
been rai sing that same kind of concern.

MR, ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR. : | have a
concern. You guys are -- in your EIS you guys are
studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there. And
anyt hi ng can happen in the drainage. [indecipherable] If
anyt hi ng happened, if there is |ike a break or sonet hing,
woul d anything drain into the Iditarod River? And that
cones right down the Shag and the I nnoko and it cones past

Shag and cones down the river. And that's right -- that's

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

36

right behind the mne. You guys studied on that?

MR. BRELSFORD: So this is a question
about ki nd of the topography, the nountains, the ridges,
the valleys. The Donlin Project is two or three ridges
I nsi de the divide between the Kuskokwi m and the Yukon
River. So | think when -- at this point fromthe
engi neering and the distances, it |looks like all of the --
If there is a problemand discharge into the creeks, it
woul d be on the Kuskokwi m side into Crooked Creek and
drai ni ng down towards the Kuskokwim not north over the
hei ght of |and and into the Innoko or any of the --

I ditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the
Yukon River. I'msorry that we don't have a really good
enough map at the right scale for us to | ook at that
together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside
t he drai nage pattern of the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and not
extending into the Yukon River drainage.

MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR. : Thank you.
And t hen anot her question, wth all these concerns of the
peopl e al ong the Kuskokwm all the barges going up the
river, and then how are they going to go about their
subsi stence fishing and stuff with all the barges goi ng?
And what are you guys doing to take that into
consi deration? Because that's a lot of -- that's a | ot of

fishing, you know, a | ot of sal non going up.
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MR. KUHLE: Again, we have heard that
concern before, and it wll be | ooked at again. Donlin
has submtted a transportation plan, including the barge

traffic, and I don't have the answer, you know, as far as

exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this
tine. But it's -- you know, it is something -- that issue
has been raised in another -- in a nunber of the other

scoping neetings, so it's definitely going to be, you
know, | ooked at and addressed. | don't have the answer
ri ght now, though.

MR, LEROY PETERS: On that pipeline, you
nmentioned that they are going to put it underground. |
don't think that's a very good idea. And you know, what
I's the dianeter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is
t he pipe going to be, you know? Because you know, | know
t hat we can have future accidents in the future when those
pi pes get corroded up or nmaybe get too cold or sonething
| i ke that, nmaybe have a bust in the pipe. And | really
don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the
ground, you know.

And you know, you got to deal with the
corporation. You got to deal with the corporations and
the Calista | and and what ever has got the right-of-way,
passing the Native allotnents and everything |i ke that,

you know.
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MR. KUHLE: Yeah, actually, yes, the
di aneter, | believe it's a 14-inch-di aneter pipe. And one
of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazar dous
Materials Safety Admi nistration, and they will be the
agency that will be |ooking at that and the safety of it.
And Donlin has already -- in their design has submtted --
or their application submtted sone of the safety
features. They plan to have a check val ve every 20 m |l es,
and they will -- they will be doi ng mai ntenance on it,
routi ne mai ntenance. They will run pigs down it.

So they are thinking along the lines of safety.
And again, you know, the PHVSA, or the Pipeline and
Hazar dous Materials Safety Adm nistration wll be
primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the
pi pel i ne.

MR, LEROY PETERS: Another comment | woul d
| i ke to make about the barge lines running up and down the
Kuskokwi m you know, we run into that problemat fal
tine; sone years the water gets really | ow and the barges
can't nake it in through the nain channel. And | know the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver, once it starts dropping, the water drops
down, it's like out of sight the nonth of July and
whatever. |It's areally a good tine to nake all this back
and forth right after breakup and all the materials that

you guys need. You mght run into that problemin the
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future in fall time when the water gets too low. You
know, sonetines the barges get stuck and whatever, you
know. You got to keep that in mnd, too, you know, just
to protect that Kuskokwi m River that nothing will happen
in the future. You know, that's another picture to take a
| ook at.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. And yes, we
are well aware of that. W have heard that in many
communities, and there is going to have to be a real close
| ook and detail ed evaluati on of that and, you know, figure
out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or
what woul d need to be done in the event of |ow water.

O her questions?

M5. JUDI WALKER: 1'd like to know what
the State and BLM peopl e have to say about this, if they
are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they
supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?

MR. ALAN BITTNER As far as BLMis
concerned, it's the sane as Don has said: W are not for
or against it. W are processing a right-of-way for a
pi peline on the lands that it would cross on BLM And so
as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are
wei ghing in, and we do have sone of the sanme concerns. W
have sone of the same concerns about other facets of the

project like the river and the barge traffic and the | evel
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of the water, things like that.

So we are neking our own comments to the project
about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against
it. And we are |ooking at the part that we have to permt
or we have to allowis the -- what would be the | ands that
t he pi peline crosses.

M5. YODER: And for the State, for the
heal t h i npact assessnent, we are not issuing any permts,
but we are also not for or against the project, but we are
| ooki ng at any potential positive and negative health
effects. And then in our process we rank those health --
t hose potential health effects and we try to propose ways
to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on,
you know, hiring in different regions. And then we al so
propose recomendati ons and things that can be done to
decrease any health effects. So ours is not a required
process for the health inpact assessnent, however, but we
are doing our best to get our report into the EI S

MR, ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR : | have one
nore question. You guys are going to be the ones that say
if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all
over the region?

MR. KUHLE: The question is, are we the
ones that are going to allow themto nove forward wth the

pr oj ect ?
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MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR : Yes. After
hearing all the, you know, |ike all these concerns, you
know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.
How are you going to address those concerns?

MR. KUHLE: Well, the Corps of Engineers
has, you know, two nmmjor permts for the project. The
other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLMfor one
and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is
a | arge nunber of permts. So the project won't be able
to nove forward until they have obtained all the required
permts. And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EISis
just one part of our review process.

It's under the National Environnental Policy Act
that we are required to do this EIS because of a potenti al
significant effect on the quality of the hunan
environnent. W also have to conply with section 404 of
the Clean Water Act which, as | nentioned earlier,
requires that we -- under the 404(b) (1) guidelines, we are
required to select the | east environnentally damagi ng
alternative.

And we also do for all of our permts what's
known as a public interest review So you know, we wl|
| ook at the proposed project and all the potenti al
effects, you know, including all different facets -- you

know, environnental and soci oeconomc -- and we wl |l make
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our permt decision based on the EIS, the 404(b) (1)

gui delines, and our public interest review. So that's
just the Corps of Engineers. So you know, if we find that
it, you know, neets all the requirenents, you know, then
we will issue our permt.

But again, there is, you know, all these other
agencies, as well. So it's not just -- it's not just the
Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can
go ahead with your project. It's -- you know, they have
to get permts fromall these other agencies, as well.

MR. ALFRED DEM ENTI EFF, JR : Thank you.
MR, LEROY PETERS: You know, does this
have some ki nd of inpact around the Donlin Creek M ne, you
know? Like I'mtal king about -- tal king about the animals
| i ke the nobose and the bears and all kinds of aninals that
hang around this area. Do you see anything |like they get
i nfected or sonething like that? Because | heard in the
past one tine | went down to a neeting down at St. Mary's,
t he Cl ean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had sone
Kuskokwi m people at the neeting, and they said that Donlin
Creek Mne is affecting the animals around the -- around
t he area.

And you know, | know for a fact this one elderly

| ady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into

a noose and the nmpose didn't even have no hair in sonme

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

43

parts of the body, you know. | was kind of wondering
about that. You know, do you do a study on the aninals
and what ever, what's hangi ng around the Donlin Creek M ne,
you know? Does it have an effect on themor do they get
di sease or lose their hair or --

MR, KUHLE: |'m not aware of anything |ike
that as far as noose losing their hair but, you know,
Donl i n has been doi ng baseline studies, you know, on
wldlife and fish. And that information has been
submtted with their permts. And Donlin -- I'"'msorry --
URS, you know, has their specialists. Their wildlife
peopl e, you know, have | ooked at that information to
determne if it's adequate or not. And they have
I dentified areas where additional information is needed
and addi tional studies are needed now and in the future.
You know, that's what we will be using.

| guess if you have specific infornmation
regardi ng, you know, aninmals in the area that have been
adversely affected, that would be good, you know,
information to submt with your comments and we coul d
certainly look at that. But you know, it's not sonething
that I|'maware of at this time. But you know, that's --
agai n, the purpose of our scoping is to find informati on,
you know, especially information fromthe | ocal

communities that are close to the area where they have,
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you know, specific information that we m ght not otherw se
be aware of. So if, you know, you have instances or
exanpl es of that, we would |like to hear about it.

MR, LEROY PETERS: Yeah. | think they
need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in
the future, you know. And another thing, too, I'd like to
bring up, too, in the Kuskokwi m sampling of the water, you
know, | think that they should nmonitor that about every
time the barges go up and down the river, take a sanple of
t he water, you know, make sure no nercury or radiation is
| eaki ng out fromthat m ne, you know, and affecting their
resources and the fish and everything |like that, you know,
because | notice that |ots of people are catching cancer
all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokw m
and the Yukon side, too, you know. And | think to nyself
it mght be comng fromthe air quality, too, and fromthe
[i ndeci pherabl e] or whatever that floats around in that
m ne, you know. That's what |'m concerned about.

MR, KUHLE: Well, there certainly wll be
nmonitoring, and | guess we will note your comment that you
think it should be done after every barge. But there wll
be nonitoring. | guess | don't know the details at this
tinme.

MR. LEROY PETERS. kay. Thank you. --

MR. KUHLE: O her comments or questions?
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Yes.

MS. ANGELA DEM ENTI EFF: We have our
school up here. Wen things are going to happen in our
area, we would like to let the children know fromK
t hrough 12 what's going on around us. After all your
scoping is alnost done, or finished, is it going to be
avai |l able on a DVD to send to the classroons so kids who
didn't hear it fromtheir parents or didn't hear it
whenever soneone was here, they could ook at it in their
classroom and tal k about it? Because they worry a | ot,
too. They worry about our environnent and what's going to
happen to -- our Yukon R ver is noving way over there.
They are worried about that.

So they are aware of what's going on, but | want
to know if you are going to have anything available to
teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to
have a mne to let themknow And it looks like it's
going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to
take coursework in the classroomor go on to a trade
school or university and be hired.

MR KUHLE: GCkay. Well, all the, you

know, information fromthe scoping neetings will be
summari zed, and actually the transcripts will eventually
be avail able on the website. | guess that's a good
suggestion. | nean, it's a vast anount of information.
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You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put
t oget her and sonmething that we wll consider. Thank you.

MS. ANGELA DEM ENTI EFF:  The reason for a
DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that |ong.
That's why a DVD is faster and sinpler for that reason.

MR. KUHLE: GCkay. Thank you. O her
comments or questions? |If not, | guess I'Il wap it up
here. W wll be around here for a little bit if anybody
wants to talk to us directly. Again, there is lots of
I nformati on on the project website at donlingol deis.com
And also if you -- as | said, ny phone nunmber and e-nail
they are -- they were on the slide here. 1'd be glad to
give themto you. They are also in the newsletters that
were nmailed out. | believe there are sone copies on
the -- at the back of the room So thanks for com ng.

D d you have anythi ng?

MR. BRELSFORD: | just wanted to add thank
you for the hospitality. W know that people see a |ot of
nmeeti ngs cone and go, but this is really an inportant
project for the region, so setting aside an evening to
talk with you us is really helpful. 1 want to enphasize
that we really do listen and take seriously the hard
questions that you are asking and we hope to cone up with
careful answers by the tine we cone back to see you in a

little over a year. This was really constructive
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di scussion, so thanks to folks. |It's great to see Angel a

agai n.

counci |

| can't renenber when we were at a subsi stence
nmeet i ng.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 7:27 p.m)

a7
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2               (Invocation offered by Judi Walker.)



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening and welcome to 



            4    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 



            5    environmental impact statement.  We will be referring to 



            6    it as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of 



            7    Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also 



            8    here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the 



            9    contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They 



           10    are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be 



           11    helping me with the presentation.  We also have a court 



           12    recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a 



           13    transcript of the meeting for the record.  



           14              This is the agenda for today, just to provide an 



           15    idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will talk 



           16    about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS 



           17    project milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic 



           18    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  



           19    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of 



           20    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved, 



           21    and we will tell you how to do that.  



           22              Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If 



           23    you have questions or comments, though, please state your 



           24    name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the 



           25    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation 
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            1    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.  



            2              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a 



            3    mine project that will require federal and State permits.  



            4    And in order to comply with the National Environmental 



            5    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the 



            6    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a 



            7    proponent nor an opponent of the project.  It's Donlin 



            8    Gold's project, and the EIS will be used for making permit 



            9    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping 



           10    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.  



           11              Scoping meetings can also fulfill public 



           12    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources 



           13    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the 



           14    Corps will work closely with any affected tribes through 



           15    government-to-government consultation.  



           16              This map gives an orientation to the project 



           17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



           18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and 



           19    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little 



           20    development to date and no existing roads to the region.  



           21    The map shows that existing transportation and energy 



           22    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral 



           23    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new 



           24    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It would 



           25    be all subject to permitting before the project could 
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            1    proceed.  



            2              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



            3    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



            4    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from 



            5    west coast ports.  Fuel would be delivered -- I'm sorry -- 



            6    transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to 



            7    barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo 



            8    supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river 



            9    barges.  And the fuel and supplies would then be barged 



           10    upriver and off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  



           11    And there would also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet to 



           12    bring in natural gas.  



           13              The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 



           14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



           15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this 



           16    case Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits 



           17    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of 



           18    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And issuance of these permits 



           19    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to 



           20    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed 



           21    project.  



           22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



           23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies 



           24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition to 



           25    complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to 
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            1    complete a public interest review and an analysis under 



            2    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires 



            3    that we select the least environmentally damaging 



            4    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the 



            5    information for these analyses into the EIS, as well. 



            6              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes, and 



            7    a region organization will work together on the EIS.  



            8    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their 



            9    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.  



           10    And as I said previously, the EIS will be used by the 



           11    agencies to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will 



           12    not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities 



           13    and processes.  



           14              We have a few of our cooperating agency 



           15    representatives with us, and I'd like to allow them to 



           16    introduce themselves and say a few words about their roles 



           17    in the EIS project.  We have two agencies in the room and 



           18    one on the phone.  I'll ask BLM first.  Alan Bittner.



           19                    MR. BITTNER:  Hi.  My name is Alan 



           20    Bittner.  I'm the field manager for the Anchorage field 



           21    office, and that covers any BLM involved in this project.  



           22    And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's 



           23    near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from 



           24    the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's 



           25    the thing that will cross some BLM lands and the major 
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            1    thing that we will have to review during this process.  



            2              So also with me today is Bruce Seppi, our 



            3    wildlife biologist, sitting back here.  And so we can 



            4    certainly answer and field any questions later related to 



            5    that pipeline if you have them.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Alan.  And with 



            7    the State of Alaska we have Sarah Yoder.  



            8                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Don said, my 



            9    name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of 



           10    Health and Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact 



           11    Assessment Program, and we are involved with this project 



           12    to look at the potential positive and negative health 



           13    effects of the project.  And we won't be doing permitting, 



           14    but we will have a final report that will be an appendix 



           15    to the EIS.  



           16              Additionally, there are other State agencies 



           17    cooperating with the EIS process.  Department of Natural 



           18    Resources and Department of Environmental Conservation and 



           19    Department of Fish & Game are also involved.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Sarah.  And on 



           21    the teleconference we have Cindi Godsey with EPA.  Cindi?  



           22                    MS. GODSEY:  Hi.  I'm EPA's Alaska mining 



           23    coordinator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects 



           24    like hydrology and geochemistry and water quality and, of 



           25    course, experience in tribal consultation.  And so the 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         8







            1    Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our 



            2    experience in other mining projects in the state.  And 



            3    although we don't have any permit actions of our own, we 



            4    do have oversight over the Corps' permitting, as well as 



            5    the State's permitting of the air and water quality 



            6    permits.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindi.  The 



            8    Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits and 



            9    consultation, and this slide provides several examples, 



           10    and I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the 



           11    rest yourselves.  Since the project would place fill in 



           12    wetlands and other waters of the U.S., the Corps will need 



           13    to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not 



           14    to authorize that fill.  And since a portion of the 



           15    project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to 



           16    evaluate a right-of-way application.  And you can find a 



           17    much more comprehensive list of required permits in the 



           18    Donlin Gold permit application, which can be found on the 



           19    project website at donlingoldeis.com.  



           20              This slide slows that there are also many 



           21    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example, 



           22    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on 



           23    State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would 



           24    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of 



           25    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities 
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            1    for water and air quality permits.  The Department of Fish 



            2    & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect fish 



            3    habitat.  And the Corps will also consult with the State 



            4    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and 



            5    historic resources.  And again, there is a much more 



            6    comprehensive list that can be found on the project 



            7    website.  So this overview of the permit shows why the 



            8    various federal and State agencies are involved in the 



            9    EIS.  And I will now turn to the milestones of the EIS.  



           10              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in 



           11    preparing an EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows six 



           12    major steps that will be taken from now through November 



           13    of 2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal 



           14    Register on December 14th of last year, and that initiated 



           15    the EIS.  Scoping began on that date, and it continues 



           16    through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public 



           17    meetings and other methods to provide information and 



           18    gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.  



           19              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and 



           20    cooperating agencies using information from the scoping 



           21    process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus 



           22    any additional studies that they deem necessary, and 



           23    they'll use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is 



           24    estimated to be completed by August 2014.  And I'd like to 



           25    emphasize that that's an estimated date.  The date could 
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            1    shift.  



            2              Once the draft EIS is completed, there will be 



            3    an opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, and 



            4    that will be -- estimated time frame is August through 



            5    November of 2014.  At that time you will be able to see 



            6    how comments from the scoping period were addressed, and 



            7    there will be another round of public meetings and there 



            8    will again be opportunities to submit comments on the 



            9    draft EIS.  



           10              The draft EIS and the comments that are received 



           11    will -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare 



           12    the final EIS, and that's expected to be completed around 



           13    October 2015.  The various agencies that have permitting 



           14    authorities will then use the final EIS in their 



           15    permitting decisions, and each agency will prepare their 



           16    own Record of Decision around November or December of 



           17    2015.  



           18              Note the gold-colored circles.  These refer to 



           19    the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period 



           20    and the draft EIS comment period.  And these are the best 



           21    opportunities to provide input and make sure that your 



           22    comments are heard.  



           23              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           24    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



           25    region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The 
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            1    first is to provide information about the EIS milestones, 



            2    and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an 



            3    idea of the time frame involved.  



            4              The second is to share information about the 



            5    proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our 



            6    presentation.  And information is also available on the 



            7    project website and in the newsletters that have been 



            8    mailed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the 



            9    future.  



           10              The last two purposes are to identify issues and 



           11    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 



           12    process, and to identify useful information from 



           13    communities.  And that's what we are counting on you for 



           14    to help us with these.  What would you like to see 



           15    addressed in the EIS and do you have information that we 



           16    can use to make informed decisions, informed permitting 



           17    decisions.  



           18              This is a schedule of our scoping meetings.  



           19    It's slipped some or changed somewhat from the beginning 



           20    when we started giving the meetings because of some 



           21    weather problems, but so far in January we had meetings in 



           22    Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage.  In 



           23    February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath, 



           24    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  This month we so 



           25    far have been in Emmonak and St. Mary's last week.  And 
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            1    today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually 



            2    be in Kipnuk rather than Kongiganak.  



            3              This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme 



            4    represents the many subregions of the project area and 



            5    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  For 



            6    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



            7    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this 



            8    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's 



            9    the closest community to the mine site, and also in Aniak 



           10    because it's a subregional hub.  For the other subregions, 



           11    our meetings are similarly being held -- have been and 



           12    will be held in the subregional hubs.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Before you move on, do you 



           14    want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Sure.  Do we have -- if 



           16    anybody would like to ask questions about the EIS process 



           17    at this time before we go into the project description 



           18    more.



           19                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  The EIS you are talking 



           20    about, is it already started or it's in the working --



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, it's already started.  It 



           22    began, and December 14th was when the notice was 



           23    published, and that began the EIS process.  And the 



           24    first -- the first phase of the EIS is the scoping 



           25    process, and that's what we are doing right now, having 
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            1    the scoping meetings, one of which is, you know, this 



            2    meeting here tonight.



            3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And all those villages 



            4    you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?  



            5    Or why are there so many villages?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, they are all the 



            7    villages that are -- that could potentially be affected 



            8    that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and 



            9    it includes not only the mine site, but also the pipeline 



           10    and navigation along the Kuskokwim River.  So pretty much 



           11    any villages along the Kuskokwim could potentially be 



           12    affected.  Communities on the Yukon, you know, because of 



           13    socioeconomic effects, could potentially be affected.  



           14              So that's what we did was looked at, you know, 



           15    the entire project area, all the elements that, you 



           16    know -- not just the mine, but the pipeline and the 



           17    additional navigation on the Kuskokwim River and looked at 



           18    any communities that we felt could potentially be 



           19    affected.  And so, then, that was a total of 66 



           20    communities.  And within those we identified those that 



           21    were within the AVCP subregions.  We identified, you know, 



           22    a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones 



           23    that we are having the scoping meetings in.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Then there were two Doyon 



           25    subregions, McGrath and Holy Cross.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Yes, there 



            2    was also two Doyon subregions.  



            3                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  In the 



            4    future are you guys going to have something planned like 



            5    the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek from here?  Is there 



            6    anything --



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Anything planned?  



            8                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Anything 



            9    planned, like barging or -- 



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the mine will actually 



           11    not directly affect the Yukon drainage.  There is no 



           12    plans -- I mean, what we are presenting tonight is a 



           13    proposal as presented to us from Donlin Gold.  



           14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, this -- it's a really 



           15    good question.  The EIS is supposed to take a holistic 



           16    look, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold Mine, 



           17    and we are supposed to look ahead at potential future 



           18    projects that might interact with the Donlin Gold Mine, so 



           19    we have recently seen some design discussions from the 



           20    Alaska Department of Transportation --



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Did we lose the phone here 



           22    or --



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we are going to 



           24    have to hang it up.  I'll try and dial it back in in a 



           25    second.  So there is a thing called cumulative effects, 
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            1    like future effects, and this potential road between the 



            2    Yukon and the Kuskokwim and the Paimiut Slough area would 



            3    be an example of a future project that we would need to 



            4    look into.  So I think that's one possible project 



            5    relating to the Yukon River.  It may make a difference in 



            6    barge traffic, things of that sort.  That's one that we 



            7    are going to have to learn more about and look at in the 



            8    EIS itself.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  We will hold on a minute.  We 



           10    lost our teleconference.  



           11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, I think we are the 



           12    only ones on the line.  I think that may have been Cindi 



           13    hanging up, but we will keep the line open just in case.  



           14                    MR. EUGENE PAUL:  And with you talking 



           15    about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was -- 



           16    that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself, 



           17    right?  You guys ain't using any of State funding to have 



           18    them put something in, like the road and stuff because, 



           19    you know, when we did do a State meeting before, the 



           20    village can put a resolution in that we did not want a 



           21    road built by the State of Alaska because it's open public 



           22    access when we build a road with State funding.  And that 



           23    brings in a lot of people that would be able to come into 



           24    our lands and hunt, bring drugs and alcohol, all these 



           25    things that really affect these big communities down there 
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            1    that we are -- we are -- 



            2              I sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs 



            3    and we are doing a study.  And we are studying -- there is 



            4    a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the 



            5    highways are able to connect to these villages.  And we 



            6    were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John 



            7    Muller, and we were talking about how we could use our 



            8    tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our 



            9    communities.  



           10              And I was wondering, with this gas line that you 



           11    guys are proposing and this road that's coming from the 



           12    Kuskokwim to the Yukon side, is that going to be through 



           13    State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  Everything proposed so far 



           15    would be funded by Donlin.  Now the pipeline, the future 



           16    of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know, 



           17    other communities could create a utility and somehow -- 



           18    because it would be a common carrier, so I'm not sure, you 



           19    know, if there would be any issues with that in the 



           20    future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know, 



           21    something that we could look at.  You know, it's -- you 



           22    know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will 



           23    consider that.  But at this time, the pipeline as proposed 



           24    is, you know, proposed by Donlin.  It would be constructed 



           25    by Donlin.  It would be -- you know, I guess at this point 
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            1    it would be their pipeline.  



            2              Any other questions before we move on to the 



            3    details of the project?  



            4              Okay.  Now we are moving on to the mining 



            5    project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, it is 



            6    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers 



            7    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the 



            8    cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their 



            9    permitting decisions.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership 



           10    between two large international mining companies, Barrick 



           11    Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located 



           12    on lands owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista 



           13    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim 



           14    Corporation is the surface owner.  



           15              As you can see, it's a very large project.  It's 



           16    expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year 



           17    for an estimated mining life of 27 and a half years, 



           18    during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore 



           19    each day.  



           20              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would 



           21    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



           22    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK 



           23    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that 



           24    might be affected by the project.  For many communities 



           25    the project might affect lands and resources that are used 
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            1    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The 



            2    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements 



            3    with many permits required and many agencies involved.  



            4              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the 



            5    timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked 



            6    on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16 



            7    years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We 



            8    are now entering the three-year permitting period, the 



            9    first step of which is holding the scoping meetings.  And 



           10    at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies will 



           11    decide to issue or to deny their permits.  



           12              If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can 



           13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an 



           14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  And at the 



           15    conclusion of the active life of the mine, Donlin Gold 



           16    would be responsible for closure and reclamation.  And 



           17    this would include decommissioning the mill facilities and 



           18    the pipeline, covering over the waste treatment or 



           19    tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock 



           20    storage facilities.  The land would then be recontoured 



           21    and native vegetation would be planted.  



           22              We will pause for a minute for any questions if 



           23    anybody has any so far.



           24                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And your map shows it 



           25    will take 60 years for the vegetation to grow.  How do you 
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            1    know that with the environment changing so much?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  For how long it will take the 



            3    vegetation -- 



            4                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Well, the map said up to 



            5    60 years after to try to grow it back.  With the weather 



            6    changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the -- you know, that's 



            8    based on current information and studies that have been 



            9    done and current knowledge of the area.  That's 



           10    information -- you know, Donlin has been doing a lot of 



           11    studies.  They provided information to us.  The purpose of 



           12    the EIS process is to look at the information that they 



           13    provided to us.  URS, the third-party contractor, you 



           14    know, has experts that will look at the information that 



           15    Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or 



           16    if any other studies are done or more information is 



           17    needed.  And that's the information that will go into 



           18    preparing the draft EIS.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it's a very good point 



           20    that the future might not be the same as the things we can 



           21    look back over the last 40, 50 years and observe.  Forest 



           22    fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and 



           23    revegetation, that's something that the scientists have 



           24    studied a fair bit, but that's backwards looking.  



           25              And so I think we do have to be open-minded 
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            1    about the potential for change in climate systems or in 



            2    precipitation, rain and snowfall.  Those things could well 



            3    change in the decade, the generation to come.  And I think 



            4    we will try to do our best in the technical analysis, but 



            5    it's another time to really emphasize the importance of 



            6    the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say 



            7    that doesn't look convincing.  That's not accurate.  



            8    That's not careful enough.  



            9              We really want to say this is a long project.  



           10    The EIS review, it's three years because we need to look 



           11    at a lot of different questions about the mine project, 



           12    about the ecology of the region.  So we are going to have 



           13    to do it one step at a time.  What we are doing right now 



           14    is getting the questions on the table, and then a little 



           15    over a year from now when we come back to the communities 



           16    we will try and have a good analysis of those.  But there 



           17    will be some holes in our draft EIS, and that's where your 



           18    comments on the draft will help us to be even more 



           19    accurate by the time of the final permit decisions.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



           21    move on?  



           22              Okay.  Now we will turn to the major components 



           23    of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and 



           24    the power plant.  The pipeline would be buried.  It would 



           25    not be up on supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline 
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            1    System, so it would be a cold pipeline.  It would not 



            2    generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, the 



            3    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using 



            4    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 



            5    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this 



            6    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



            7    three forks of the George River.  



            8              The image of the block valve on the right side 



            9    of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would 



           10    not be fenced off, so it would not block access to 



           11    subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed 



           12    every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for 



           13    monitoring and maintenance.  The construction process 



           14    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The 



           15    design would allow access, but after construction there 



           16    would be no improved access for vehicles and no bridges at 



           17    water crossings.  



           18              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



           19    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west 



           20    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim 



           21    River Valley and continue west to the mine site near 



           22    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent 



           23    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands and ten percent Native 



           24    corporation lands.  



           25              The blue segment in the center of the map there 
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            1    is an alternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid 



            2    the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would separate 



            3    from the originally proposed alignment at milepost 105 and 



            4    rejoin at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified the 



            5    Corps that this alternative is under consideration and 



            6    will be examined during geotechnical investigations this 



            7    coming summer.  



            8              This slide slows the project components at the 



            9    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.  



           10    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover 



           11    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide, 



           12    1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings impoundment, 



           13    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.  



           14    It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half 



           15    square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like 



           16    material that is left after the gold has been removed from 



           17    the mill.  



           18              Number three is the waste rock facility, which 



           19    would cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock 



           20    that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These 



           21    major facilities support the mill, which would process 



           22    59,000 tons of ore per day.  



           23              This is an overview of the major transportation 



           24    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port 



           25    facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river 
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            1    barges.  There would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk 



            2    for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged 



            3    upriver, and from there they would be trucked to the mine 



            4    site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also be a 



            5    new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a 



            6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine 



            7    site.  



            8              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



            9    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



           10    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total 26 acres.  And 



           11    the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on 



           12    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  



           13    The fuel barges would be double-hulled.  



           14              The navigation season would average 110 days per 



           15    year.  There would be about three barge tow passings per 



           16    day.  That could be two up and one down or one up and two 



           17    down, meaning that anywhere that you might be along the 



           18    riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.  



           19    And each tow would be pushing four barges.  There would be 



           20    an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.  



           21    Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges 



           22    would carry 173,000 tons each.  And the shipping season, 



           23    the barge tow frequency and the number of barge loads 



           24    would be roughly the same both during construction and 



           25    during operations of the mine itself.  
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            1              Additional infrastructure includes the 



            2    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 



            3    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does 



            4    include some smaller remote camps for pipeline 



            5    construction.  Permanent camp would have 600 beds and 



            6    support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working 



            7    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total 



            8    workforce would be on site at any given time.  



            9              Do we have any questions at this point?  I'll 



           10    pause for a minute.  



           11                    MS. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a 



           12    question.  Is there a backup plan in case something goes 



           13    into Crooked Creek, like something major happens?  Do you 



           14    have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering 



           15    Crooked Creek from going into the Kuskokwim? 



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Donlin has, you know, 



           17    submitted a lot of information and, you know, they will 



           18    have contingency plans for -- I know like for the 



           19    navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the 



           20    Kuskokwim River, they have details on there on how they 



           21    would deal with if there were to be any release of diesel 



           22    fuel or any other kind of a spill.  And again, that's the 



           23    type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS.  We 



           24    will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have 



           25    submitted.  And, you know, URS as the contractor will 
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            1    evaluate that information.  



            2              As I was explaining before, that's the EIS 



            3    process.  They will look at what's submitted, determine if 



            4    additional information is needed, and then they will do an 



            5    analysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.  



            6                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Another 



            7    question I have is on the jobs, the only people that's 



            8    going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista 



            9    because that's their land, you know.  Is there any plans 



           10    for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess it's pretty much up to 



           12    Donlin.  You know, they are the ones that will be 



           13    having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.  



           14    But they are -- you know, as was mentioned earlier -- as 



           15    Sarah mentioned, there will be a health impact assessment, 



           16    and they will be looking at the effects on the local 



           17    communities.  It will be looked at in the socioeconomic 



           18    aspects in the EIS.  It's a good comment to make.  You 



           19    know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.  



           20              But again, our permits -- we are evaluating the 



           21    EIS for the purpose of issuing our permits, and we can't 



           22    tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty 



           23    much their hiring process.  But you know, the 



           24    socioeconomic effects will be considered in the EIS.  



           25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So where Don ended, we 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        26







            1    have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the 



            2    Calista region, but also including neighboring communities 



            3    potentially affected by the project.  We have to evaluate 



            4    that.  I just wanted to mention that when I had looked at 



            5    some of the newsletters from Donlin, they were trying to 



            6    do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH 



            7    communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwim, the McGrath, 



            8    Nikolai, Telida, Takotna area.  I don't know exactly how 



            9    successful that has been, but I think their plan, the way 



           10    they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokwim 



           11    and then the middle Yukon River in this outreach for 



           12    hiring.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



           14    move on?  



           15                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, when you get 



           16    this project going on in the future, you know, you know, 



           17    all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek mine, 



           18    you know.  You know, I think the Donlin Gold mine should 



           19    send out the newsletter -- I mean, we got the newsletter 



           20    and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our 



           21    people around the GASH region trained up, what kind of 



           22    jobs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can 



           23    get them ready.  You know what I mean?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  To get the information out 



           25    there ahead of time so you can prepare your younger people 
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            1    for -- 



            2                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  That way we can 



            3    get the people employed around the GASH region, you know, 



            4    what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mine, like 



            5    maintenance or electrical work or carpentry or anything 



            6    like that because, you know, we got lots of operators 



            7    around our region, you know.  And you know, I'd like to 



            8    see that happen in the future, you know.  I know it's 



            9    Calista land and Kuskokwim land.  They own the surface and 



           10    everything like that, but it seems like we are left out in 



           11    the forest, you know.  And you know, it would be a good 



           12    plan if they could come up with some kind of deal to make 



           13    sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area, 



           14    you know.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, that's a good 



           16    comment.  And as Taylor mentioned, I know Donlin has been 



           17    doing some outreach, but I guess that's a good comment to 



           18    make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they will 



           19    be seeing the comments -- in fact, all the comments we 



           20    receive will eventually be on our website, so it's a good 



           21    comment to make.  Thank you.  



           22              Any other questions before we move on?  



           23              Okay.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the 



           24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So 



           25    we will now turn to several slides with examples of those 
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            1    issues and concerns.  



            2              One major area is water resources.  The project 



            3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted 



            4    water, but there will still be some concerns.  And 



            5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other 



            6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around 



            7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to 



            8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as 



            9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of 



           10    nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the 



           11    pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again 



           12    affect nearby streams.  



           13              And some of the rock, when exposed to the 



           14    elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste 



           15    rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully 



           16    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine 



           17    site.  



           18              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



           19    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several 



           20    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



           21    mining vehicles.  There will be a 227-megawatt power plant 



           22    and dust created by removing and processing the 



           23    overburden, waste rock and ore.  These could all produce 



           24    emissions.  



           25              Climate change is a growing concern and will 
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            1    need to be considered because large amounts of 



            2    hydrocarbons will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in 



            3    several areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive 



            4    mercury could be release by exposing it during mining.  



            5    Mercury stack emissions could occur during the milling 



            6    process.  So any mercury co-product would require careful 



            7    storage and transport.  



            8              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous 



            9    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good 



           10    response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.  



           11    Other major issues and concerns include wetlands, 



           12    vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence 



           13    and traditional land use.  



           14              The proposed project would affect a total of 



           15    16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at 



           16    the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000 



           17    acres are along the pipeline route.  These areas would be 



           18    impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation removal or 



           19    other disturbances.  



           20              And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  There 



           21    would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or reduced habitat 



           22    functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there 



           23    would also be direct disturbance of individual animals.  



           24              We have already discussed barge traffic and 



           25    noted that there would be a substantial increase.  And 
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            1    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by 



            2    the loss of lands to development.  



            3              Here are some more examples of issues and 



            4    concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 



            5    cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge 



            6    new workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 



            7    duration permanent operations of the mine.  This would 



            8    bring in new employment and income, but also many effects 



            9    on community life and human health.  Historical and 



           10    archeological sites and traditional cultural properties 



           11    that exist in the area might be disturbed or destroyed.  



           12    Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod 



           13    trail, might be affected by new structures and mining 



           14    operations.  



           15              So to conclude, we know that this proposed 



           16    project and land and resources are important, and we would 



           17    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get 



           18    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most 



           19    important thing by being here today and participating in 



           20    the scoping meeting.  



           21              To find more information and to submit a comment 



           22    form, you can visit the project website at 



           23    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone 



           24    number and e-mail address are on the slide.  



           25              For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of 
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            1    Engineers' tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone 



            2    number and e-mail address are also on the slide.  Amanda 



            3    and I have had two tribal teleconferences so far to 



            4    discuss cooperating agency status or 



            5    government-to-government consultation.  And we expect to 



            6    have other teleconferences with the tribes.  Tribal 



            7    governments have the opportunity to enter into 



            8    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate 



            9    process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS 



           10    process.  



           11              So we would now like to hear if there is any 



           12    remaining questions and any comments you may have.  We 



           13    would like to document your comments carefully, so please 



           14    state your name before you speak.  



           15              Here are some ideas about the type of comments 



           16    that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking 



           17    for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the 



           18    EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and effects on 



           19    resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you may have 



           20    on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any 



           21    important information available in your particular 



           22    community.  If you do have written comments that you read, 



           23    we would ask that you please leave a copy with our court 



           24    recorder so we have it for the record.  



           25              So with that, I'll ask if there is any further 
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            1    questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody 



            2    wants to make a prepared statement.



            3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  That's a lot to stomach.  



            4    I guess my biggest concern is I was born and raised in 



            5    this community, and my ancestors come from here.  And the 



            6    land has always been close to our hearts because it -- we 



            7    depend on it so much.  And to listen to all your chemical 



            8    talk and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no 



            9    guarantee for it not to happen.  We are already losing our 



           10    salmon, for whatever reasons we don't know.  



           11              And my concern is the barges coming down.  We 



           12    have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes more 



           13    sandbars and stuff like that.  



           14              If a community decides not to go with Donlin 



           15    Creek, what happens?  Do you -- what do you do?  Move 



           16    away, don't come back?  Or do you find other alternatives 



           17    or routes to go through?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure I quite follow.  



           19    You say if a community decides -- 



           20                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Not to go along, do we 



           21    have a say in that?  Because I -- I'm really not for 



           22    touching the land around the Deloycheet region and Doyon 



           23    region.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Just to clarify your question, 



           25    if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is 
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            1    that the question?



            2                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Yeah.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the way -- you know, we 



            4    are preparing the EIS to look at all the potential impacts 



            5    and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to make 



            6    permitting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers, 



            7    but the other cooperating agencies.  



            8              So there is -- so the EIS process will help to 



            9    identify impacts, and that way we will decide if we can 



           10    issue our permits or not for the project as they have 



           11    proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can 



           12    modify it to avoid those impacts.  So it would be through 



           13    the permitting process as to whether or not the project 



           14    can proceed.  It would have to have -- as it showed, there 



           15    is a -- there is a huge number of permits, both State and 



           16    federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those 



           17    permits.  And, you know, those are all, you know, aimed at 



           18    protecting various resources.  



           19              So you know, I guess one community, you know, we 



           20    will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those 



           21    concerns.  If somebody just comes and says I'm opposed to 



           22    the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going 



           23    to keep the project moving forward, but if you identify 



           24    some issues that are unacceptable impacts that could 



           25    potentially prevent us from issuing a permit, but we would 
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            1    have to go through this process first.  



            2              Did that just confuse you more?



            3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  No.  It just doesn't 



            4    sound like very promising.  My next concern is how are all 



            5    these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going 



            6    to benefit from this, aside from the economy and jobs and 



            7    stuff like that?  Once you guys pack up and leave and then 



            8    there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever could 



            9    be gone.  You know, those are future issues that I think 



           10    about because I have a great-granddaughter, and I'm going 



           11    to have more descendents following me.  And I want them to 



           12    have what I have.  And that's my biggest concern.  How are 



           13    we going to benefit?  Is all this profits going out of 



           14    state or is it going to The Kuskokwim Corporation, or what 



           15    do we get out of it?  



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we 



           17    are evaluating.  And you said "when we are gone."  I 



           18    guess, again, I need to emphasize that, you know, it's not 



           19    the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating 



           20    agencies that's going to be, you know, building this 



           21    project.  It's Donlin Gold.  And we're here to identify, 



           22    you know, concerns and issues.  And you know, our goal is 



           23    to avoid those impacts that you are talking about.  You 



           24    know, we will be looking at not only the environmental 



           25    effects, but the socioeconomic effects, as well.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        35







            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think often the people 



            2    in the villages take the long view, like not just a few 



            3    years that the mine would operate, but what happens after.  



            4    And that's kind of the question you are asking.  When we 



            5    were in Crooked Creek a few months ago, people recommended 



            6    that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil 



            7    Mine and kind of the employment boom and then what 



            8    happened when the mine closed.  So I think that's like a 



            9    little case study from the region that we are going to try 



           10    and go interview some of the people to talk about.  



           11              There is a lot of concern in the literature now 



           12    about boom-and-bust cycles, what happens after a big, big 



           13    project.  And I don't think we have answers to that 



           14    tonight, but I'm just saying that that's a really good way 



           15    to think about the long-term, a question that we really 



           16    need to work on.  And some of the other communities have 



           17    been raising that same kind of concern.  



           18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a 



           19    concern.  You guys are -- in your EIS you guys are 



           20    studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there.  And 



           21    anything can happen in the drainage.  [indecipherable]  If 



           22    anything happened, if there is like a break or something, 



           23    would anything drain into the Iditarod River?  And that 



           24    comes right down the Shag and the Innoko and it comes past 



           25    Shag and comes down the river.  And that's right -- that's 
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            1    right behind the mine.  You guys studied on that?      



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question 



            3    about kind of the topography, the mountains, the ridges, 



            4    the valleys.  The Donlin Project is two or three ridges 



            5    inside the divide between the Kuskokwim and the Yukon 



            6    River.  So I think when -- at this point from the 



            7    engineering and the distances, it looks like all of the -- 



            8    if there is a problem and discharge into the creeks, it 



            9    would be on the Kuskokwim side into Crooked Creek and 



           10    draining down towards the Kuskokwim, not north over the 



           11    height of land and into the Innoko or any of the -- 



           12    Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the 



           13    Yukon River.  I'm sorry that we don't have a really good 



           14    enough map at the right scale for us to look at that 



           15    together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside 



           16    the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwim River and not 



           17    extending into the Yukon River drainage.  



           18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.  



           19    And then another question, with all these concerns of the 



           20    people along the Kuskokwim, all the barges going up the 



           21    river, and then how are they going to go about their 



           22    subsistence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?  



           23    And what are you guys doing to take that into 



           24    consideration?  Because that's a lot of -- that's a lot of 



           25    fishing, you know, a lot of salmon going up.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Again, we have heard that 



            2    concern before, and it will be looked at again.  Donlin 



            3    has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge 



            4    traffic, and I don't have the answer, you know, as far as 



            5    exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this 



            6    time.  But it's -- you know, it is something -- that issue 



            7    has been raised in another -- in a number of the other 



            8    scoping meetings, so it's definitely going to be, you 



            9    know, looked at and addressed.  I don't have the answer 



           10    right now, though.  



           11                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  On that pipeline, you 



           12    mentioned that they are going to put it underground.  I 



           13    don't think that's a very good idea.  And you know, what 



           14    is the diameter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is 



           15    the pipe going to be, you know?  Because you know, I know 



           16    that we can have future accidents in the future when those 



           17    pipes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or something 



           18    like that, maybe have a bust in the pipe.  And I really 



           19    don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the 



           20    ground, you know.  



           21              And you know, you got to deal with the 



           22    corporation.  You got to deal with the corporations and 



           23    the Calista land and whatever has got the right-of-way, 



           24    passing the Native allotments and everything like that, 



           25    you know.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, actually, yes, the 



            2    diameter, I believe it's a 14-inch-diameter pipe.  And one 



            3    of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous 



            4    Materials Safety Administration, and they will be the 



            5    agency that will be looking at that and the safety of it.  



            6    And Donlin has already -- in their design has submitted -- 



            7    or their application submitted some of the safety 



            8    features.  They plan to have a check valve every 20 miles, 



            9    and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it, 



           10    routine maintenance.  They will run pigs down it.  



           11              So they are thinking along the lines of safety.  



           12    And again, you know, the PHMSA, or the Pipeline and 



           13    Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be 



           14    primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the 



           15    pipeline.



           16                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Another comment I would 



           17    like to make about the barge lines running up and down the 



           18    Kuskokwim, you know, we run into that problem at fall 



           19    time; some years the water gets really low and the barges 



           20    can't make it in through the main channel.  And I know the 



           21    Kuskokwim River, once it starts dropping, the water drops 



           22    down, it's like out of sight the month of July and 



           23    whatever.  It's a really a good time to make all this back 



           24    and forth right after breakup and all the materials that 



           25    you guys need.  You might run into that problem in the 
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            1    future in fall time when the water gets too low.  You 



            2    know, sometimes the barges get stuck and whatever, you 



            3    know.  You got to keep that in mind, too, you know, just 



            4    to protect that Kuskokwim River that nothing will happen 



            5    in the future.  You know, that's another picture to take a 



            6    look at.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  And yes, we 



            8    are well aware of that.  We have heard that in many 



            9    communities, and there is going to have to be a real close 



           10    look and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure 



           11    out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or 



           12    what would need to be done in the event of low water.  



           13              Other questions?



           14                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  I'd like to know what 



           15    the State and BLM people have to say about this, if they 



           16    are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they 



           17    supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?



           18                    MR. ALAN BITTNER:  As far as BLM is 



           19    concerned, it's the same as Don has said:  We are not for 



           20    or against it.  We are processing a right-of-way for a 



           21    pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM.  And so 



           22    as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are 



           23    weighing in, and we do have some of the same concerns.  We 



           24    have some of the same concerns about other facets of the 



           25    project like the river and the barge traffic and the level 
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            1    of the water, things like that.  



            2              So we are making our own comments to the project 



            3    about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against 



            4    it.  And we are looking at the part that we have to permit 



            5    or we have to allow is the -- what would be the lands that 



            6    the pipeline crosses.  



            7                    MS. YODER:  And for the State, for the 



            8    health impact assessment, we are not issuing any permits, 



            9    but we are also not for or against the project, but we are 



           10    looking at any potential positive and negative health 



           11    effects.  And then in our process we rank those health -- 



           12    those potential health effects and we try to propose ways 



           13    to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on, 



           14    you know, hiring in different regions.  And then we also 



           15    propose recommendations and things that can be done to 



           16    decrease any health effects.  So ours is not a required 



           17    process for the health impact assessment, however, but we 



           18    are doing our best to get our report into the EIS.  



           19                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have one 



           20    more question.  You guys are going to be the ones that say 



           21    if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all 



           22    over the region?  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  The question is, are we the 



           24    ones that are going to allow them to move forward with the 



           25    project?  
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            1                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Yes.  After 



            2    hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you 



            3    know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.  



            4    How are you going to address those concerns?  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the Corps of Engineers 



            6    has, you know, two major permits for the project.  The 



            7    other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLM for one 



            8    and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is 



            9    a large number of permits.  So the project won't be able 



           10    to move forward until they have obtained all the required 



           11    permits.  And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EIS is 



           12    just one part of our review process.  



           13              It's under the National Environmental Policy Act 



           14    that we are required to do this EIS because of a potential 



           15    significant effect on the quality of the human 



           16    environment.  We also have to comply with section 404 of 



           17    the Clean Water Act which, as I mentioned earlier, 



           18    requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are 



           19    required to select the least environmentally damaging 



           20    alternative.  



           21              And we also do for all of our permits what's 



           22    known as a public interest review.  So you know, we will 



           23    look at the proposed project and all the potential 



           24    effects, you know, including all different facets -- you 



           25    know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we will make 
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            1    our permit decision based on the EIS, the 404(b)(1) 



            2    guidelines, and our public interest review.  So that's 



            3    just the Corps of Engineers.  So you know, if we find that 



            4    it, you know, meets all the requirements, you know, then 



            5    we will issue our permit.  



            6              But again, there is, you know, all these other 



            7    agencies, as well.  So it's not just -- it's not just the 



            8    Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can 



            9    go ahead with your project.  It's -- you know, they have 



           10    to get permits from all these other agencies, as well.



           11                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.  



           12                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, does this 



           13    have some kind of impact around the Donlin Creek Mine, you 



           14    know?  Like I'm talking about -- talking about the animals 



           15    like the moose and the bears and all kinds of animals that 



           16    hang around this area.  Do you see anything like they get 



           17    infected or something like that?  Because I heard in the 



           18    past one time I went down to a meeting down at St. Mary's, 



           19    the Clean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some 



           20    Kuskokwim people at the meeting, and they said that Donlin 



           21    Creek Mine is affecting the animals around the -- around 



           22    the area.  



           23              And you know, I know for a fact this one elderly 



           24    lady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into 



           25    a moose and the moose didn't even have no hair in some 
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            1    parts of the body, you know.  I was kind of wondering 



            2    about that.  You know, do you do a study on the animals 



            3    and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek Mine, 



            4    you know?  Does it have an effect on them or do they get 



            5    disease or lose their hair or -- 



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of anything like 



            7    that as far as moose losing their hair but, you know, 



            8    Donlin has been doing baseline studies, you know, on 



            9    wildlife and fish.  And that information has been 



           10    submitted with their permits.  And Donlin -- I'm sorry -- 



           11    URS, you know, has their specialists.  Their wildlife 



           12    people, you know, have looked at that information to 



           13    determine if it's adequate or not.  And they have 



           14    identified areas where additional information is needed 



           15    and additional studies are needed now and in the future.  



           16    You know, that's what we will be using.  



           17              I guess if you have specific information 



           18    regarding, you know, animals in the area that have been 



           19    adversely affected, that would be good, you know, 



           20    information to submit with your comments and we could 



           21    certainly look at that.  But you know, it's not something 



           22    that I'm aware of at this time.  But you know, that's -- 



           23    again, the purpose of our scoping is to find information, 



           24    you know, especially information from the local 



           25    communities that are close to the area where they have, 
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            1    you know, specific information that we might not otherwise 



            2    be aware of.  So if, you know, you have instances or 



            3    examples of that, we would like to hear about it.



            4                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  I think they 



            5    need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in 



            6    the future, you know.  And another thing, too, I'd like to 



            7    bring up, too, in the Kuskokwim sampling of the water, you 



            8    know, I think that they should monitor that about every 



            9    time the barges go up and down the river, take a sample of 



           10    the water, you know, make sure no mercury or radiation is 



           11    leaking out from that mine, you know, and affecting their 



           12    resources and the fish and everything like that, you know, 



           13    because I notice that lots of people are catching cancer 



           14    all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokwim 



           15    and the Yukon side, too, you know.  And I think to myself 



           16    it might be coming from the air quality, too, and from the 



           17    [indecipherable] or whatever that floats around in that 



           18    mine, you know.  That's what I'm concerned about.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there certainly will be 



           20    monitoring, and I guess we will note your comment that you 



           21    think it should be done after every barge.  But there will 



           22    be monitoring.  I guess I don't know the details at this 



           23    time.



           24                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Okay.  Thank you.  --



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  Other comments or questions?  
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            1    Yes.  



            2                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  We have our 



            3    school up here.  When things are going to happen in our 



            4    area, we would like to let the children know from K 



            5    through 12 what's going on around us.  After all your 



            6    scoping is almost done, or finished, is it going to be 



            7    available on a DVD to send to the classrooms so kids who 



            8    didn't hear it from their parents or didn't hear it 



            9    whenever someone was here, they could look at it in their 



           10    classroom and talk about it?  Because they worry a lot, 



           11    too.  They worry about our environment and what's going to 



           12    happen to -- our Yukon River is moving way over there.  



           13    They are worried about that.  



           14              So they are aware of what's going on, but I want 



           15    to know if you are going to have anything available to 



           16    teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to 



           17    have a mine to let them know.  And it looks like it's 



           18    going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to 



           19    take coursework in the classroom or go on to a trade 



           20    school or university and be hired.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, all the, you 



           22    know, information from the scoping meetings will be 



           23    summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually 



           24    be available on the website.  I guess that's a good 



           25    suggestion.  I mean, it's a vast amount of information.  
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            1    You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put 



            2    together and something that we will consider.  Thank you.  



            3                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  The reason for a 



            4    DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that long.  



            5    That's why a DVD is faster and simpler for that reason.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Other 



            7    comments or questions?  If not, I guess I'll wrap it up 



            8    here.  We will be around here for a little bit if anybody 



            9    wants to talk to us directly.  Again, there is lots of 



           10    information on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.  



           11    And also if you -- as I said, my phone number and e-mail, 



           12    they are -- they were on the slide here.  I'd be glad to 



           13    give them to you.  They are also in the newsletters that 



           14    were mailed out.  I believe there are some copies on 



           15    the -- at the back of the room.  So thanks for coming.  



           16              Did you have anything?  



           17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I just wanted to add thank 



           18    you for the hospitality.  We know that people see a lot of 



           19    meetings come and go, but this is really an important 



           20    project for the region, so setting aside an evening to 



           21    talk with you us is really helpful.  I want to emphasize  



           22    that we really do listen and take seriously the hard 



           23    questions that you are asking and we hope to come up with 



           24    careful answers by the time we come back to see you in a 



           25    little over a year.  This was really constructive 
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            1    discussion, so thanks to folks.  It's great to see Angela 



            2    again.  I can't remember when we were at a subsistence 



            3    council meeting.  



            4               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2               (Invocation offered by Judi Walker.)

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening and welcome to

  4    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project

  5    environmental impact statement.  We will be referring to

  6    it as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of

  7    Engineers, and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also

  8    here today are two people from URS Alaska, which is the

  9    contractor to assist the Corps in preparing the EIS.  They

 10    are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be

 11    helping me with the presentation.  We also have a court

 12    recorder here, Mary Vavrik, and she will be preparing a

 13    transcript of the meeting for the record.

 14              This is the agenda for today, just to provide an

 15    idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will talk

 16    about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS

 17    project milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic

 18    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.

 19    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of

 20    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,

 21    and we will tell you how to do that.

 22              Feel free to ask questions as we go along.  If

 23    you have questions or comments, though, please state your

 24    name clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the

 25    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation
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  1    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.

  2              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a

  3    mine project that will require federal and State permits.

  4    And in order to comply with the National Environmental

  5    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the

  6    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a

  7    proponent nor an opponent of the project.  It's Donlin

  8    Gold's project, and the EIS will be used for making permit

  9    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping

 10    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.

 11              Scoping meetings can also fulfill public

 12    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources

 13    under the National Historic Preservation Act, and the

 14    Corps will work closely with any affected tribes through

 15    government-to-government consultation.

 16              This map gives an orientation to the project

 17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

 18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and

 19    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little

 20    development to date and no existing roads to the region.

 21    The map shows that existing transportation and energy

 22    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral

 23    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new

 24    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  It would

 25    be all subject to permitting before the project could
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  1    proceed.

  2              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

  3    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

  4    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from

  5    west coast ports.  Fuel would be delivered -- I'm sorry --

  6    transferred in Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to

  7    barges and then again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo

  8    supplies would also go to Bethel for transfer to the river

  9    barges.  And the fuel and supplies would then be barged

 10    upriver and off-loaded at a new barge landing in Jungjuk.

 11    And there would also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet to

 12    bring in natural gas.

 13              The Natural Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,

 14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

 15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this

 16    case Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits

 17    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of

 18    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And issuance of these permits

 19    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to

 20    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed

 21    project.

 22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

 23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies

 24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition to

 25    complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
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  1    complete a public interest review and an analysis under

  2    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires

  3    that we select the least environmentally damaging

  4    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the

  5    information for these analyses into the EIS, as well.

  6              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes, and

  7    a region organization will work together on the EIS.

  8    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their

  9    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.

 10    And as I said previously, the EIS will be used by the

 11    agencies to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will

 12    not, however, replace the normal permitting authorities

 13    and processes.

 14              We have a few of our cooperating agency

 15    representatives with us, and I'd like to allow them to

 16    introduce themselves and say a few words about their roles

 17    in the EIS project.  We have two agencies in the room and

 18    one on the phone.  I'll ask BLM first.  Alan Bittner.

 19                    MR. BITTNER:  Hi.  My name is Alan

 20    Bittner.  I'm the field manager for the Anchorage field

 21    office, and that covers any BLM involved in this project.

 22    And really what that means is the pipeline, the map that's

 23    near the back back there is the pipeline that comes from

 24    the Cook Inlet to the project, and that's the -- that's

 25    the thing that will cross some BLM lands and the major
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  1    thing that we will have to review during this process.

  2              So also with me today is Bruce Seppi, our

  3    wildlife biologist, sitting back here.  And so we can

  4    certainly answer and field any questions later related to

  5    that pipeline if you have them.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Alan.  And with

  7    the State of Alaska we have Sarah Yoder.

  8                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Don said, my

  9    name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of

 10    Health and Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact

 11    Assessment Program, and we are involved with this project

 12    to look at the potential positive and negative health

 13    effects of the project.  And we won't be doing permitting,

 14    but we will have a final report that will be an appendix

 15    to the EIS.

 16              Additionally, there are other State agencies

 17    cooperating with the EIS process.  Department of Natural

 18    Resources and Department of Environmental Conservation and

 19    Department of Fish & Game are also involved.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Sarah.  And on

 21    the teleconference we have Cindi Godsey with EPA.  Cindi?

 22                    MS. GODSEY:  Hi.  I'm EPA's Alaska mining

 23    coordinator, and EPA has technical expertise in subjects

 24    like hydrology and geochemistry and water quality and, of

 25    course, experience in tribal consultation.  And so the
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  1    Corps asked us to be a cooperating agency due to our

  2    experience in other mining projects in the state.  And

  3    although we don't have any permit actions of our own, we

  4    do have oversight over the Corps' permitting, as well as

  5    the State's permitting of the air and water quality

  6    permits.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Cindi.  The

  8    Donlin Gold Project will require many federal permits and

  9    consultation, and this slide provides several examples,

 10    and I'll highlight two of these and invite you to read the

 11    rest yourselves.  Since the project would place fill in

 12    wetlands and other waters of the U.S., the Corps will need

 13    to make section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not

 14    to authorize that fill.  And since a portion of the

 15    project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to

 16    evaluate a right-of-way application.  And you can find a

 17    much more comprehensive list of required permits in the

 18    Donlin Gold permit application, which can be found on the

 19    project website at donlingoldeis.com.

 20              This slide slows that there are also many

 21    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,

 22    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on

 23    State lands, so the Department of Natural Resources would

 24    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of

 25    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
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  1    for water and air quality permits.  The Department of Fish

  2    & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect fish

  3    habitat.  And the Corps will also consult with the State

  4    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and

  5    historic resources.  And again, there is a much more

  6    comprehensive list that can be found on the project

  7    website.  So this overview of the permit shows why the

  8    various federal and State agencies are involved in the

  9    EIS.  And I will now turn to the milestones of the EIS.

 10              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in

 11    preparing an EIS.  And the diagram on the right shows six

 12    major steps that will be taken from now through November

 13    of 2015.  A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal

 14    Register on December 14th of last year, and that initiated

 15    the EIS.  Scoping began on that date, and it continues

 16    through March 29th of this year.  Scoping involves public

 17    meetings and other methods to provide information and

 18    gather comments, and that's why we're here tonight.

 19              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and

 20    cooperating agencies using information from the scoping

 21    process, along with information provided by Donlin, plus

 22    any additional studies that they deem necessary, and

 23    they'll use all of that to produce the draft EIS, which is

 24    estimated to be completed by August 2014.  And I'd like to

 25    emphasize that that's an estimated date.  The date could
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  1    shift.

  2              Once the draft EIS is completed, there will be

  3    an opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, and

  4    that will be -- estimated time frame is August through

  5    November of 2014.  At that time you will be able to see

  6    how comments from the scoping period were addressed, and

  7    there will be another round of public meetings and there

  8    will again be opportunities to submit comments on the

  9    draft EIS.

 10              The draft EIS and the comments that are received

 11    will -- the comments on the draft will be used to prepare

 12    the final EIS, and that's expected to be completed around

 13    October 2015.  The various agencies that have permitting

 14    authorities will then use the final EIS in their

 15    permitting decisions, and each agency will prepare their

 16    own Record of Decision around November or December of

 17    2015.

 18              Note the gold-colored circles.  These refer to

 19    the public involvement opportunities, the scoping period

 20    and the draft EIS comment period.  And these are the best

 21    opportunities to provide input and make sure that your

 22    comments are heard.

 23              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 24    information and to listen to residents in the affected

 25    region.  And this can be broken into four areas.  The
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  1    first is to provide information about the EIS milestones,

  2    and we discussed this in the previous slide to give you an

  3    idea of the time frame involved.

  4              The second is to share information about the

  5    proposed project, and we will be doing that shortly in our

  6    presentation.  And information is also available on the

  7    project website and in the newsletters that have been

  8    mailed out so far, and others will be mailed out in the

  9    future.

 10              The last two purposes are to identify issues and

 11    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106

 12    process, and to identify useful information from

 13    communities.  And that's what we are counting on you for

 14    to help us with these.  What would you like to see

 15    addressed in the EIS and do you have information that we

 16    can use to make informed decisions, informed permitting

 17    decisions.

 18              This is a schedule of our scoping meetings.

 19    It's slipped some or changed somewhat from the beginning

 20    when we started giving the meetings because of some

 21    weather problems, but so far in January we had meetings in

 22    Crooked Creek, Aniak, Bethel and also in Anchorage.  In

 23    February we got out to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,

 24    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  This month we so

 25    far have been in Emmonak and St. Mary's last week.  And
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  1    today we are in Holy Cross, and on Friday we will actually

  2    be in Kipnuk rather than Kongiganak.

  3              This map is kind of busy, but the color scheme

  4    represents the many subregions of the project area and

  5    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  For

  6    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

  7    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in this

  8    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's

  9    the closest community to the mine site, and also in Aniak

 10    because it's a subregional hub.  For the other subregions,

 11    our meetings are similarly being held -- have been and

 12    will be held in the subregional hubs.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Before you move on, do you

 14    want to pause and ask for questions on the EIS process?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Sure.  Do we have -- if

 16    anybody would like to ask questions about the EIS process

 17    at this time before we go into the project description

 18    more.

 19                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  The EIS you are talking

 20    about, is it already started or it's in the working --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, it's already started.  It

 22    began, and December 14th was when the notice was

 23    published, and that began the EIS process.  And the

 24    first -- the first phase of the EIS is the scoping

 25    process, and that's what we are doing right now, having
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  1    the scoping meetings, one of which is, you know, this

  2    meeting here tonight.

  3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And all those villages

  4    you had listed are going to be affected by Donlin Creek?

  5    Or why are there so many villages?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, they are all the

  7    villages that are -- that could potentially be affected

  8    that -- because, you know, it's a pretty vast project, and

  9    it includes not only the mine site, but also the pipeline

 10    and navigation along the Kuskokwim River.  So pretty much

 11    any villages along the Kuskokwim could potentially be

 12    affected.  Communities on the Yukon, you know, because of

 13    socioeconomic effects, could potentially be affected.

 14              So that's what we did was looked at, you know,

 15    the entire project area, all the elements that, you

 16    know -- not just the mine, but the pipeline and the

 17    additional navigation on the Kuskokwim River and looked at

 18    any communities that we felt could potentially be

 19    affected.  And so, then, that was a total of 66

 20    communities.  And within those we identified those that

 21    were within the AVCP subregions.  We identified, you know,

 22    a hub community in each of those, and those are the ones

 23    that we are having the scoping meetings in.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Then there were two Doyon

 25    subregions, McGrath and Holy Cross.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Yes, there

  2    was also two Doyon subregions.

  3                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  In the

  4    future are you guys going to have something planned like

  5    the Yukon going over to Crooked Creek from here?  Is there

  6    anything --

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Anything planned?

  8                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Anything

  9    planned, like barging or --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the mine will actually

 11    not directly affect the Yukon drainage.  There is no

 12    plans -- I mean, what we are presenting tonight is a

 13    proposal as presented to us from Donlin Gold.

 14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, this -- it's a really

 15    good question.  The EIS is supposed to take a holistic

 16    look, look at every related issue to the Donlin Gold Mine,

 17    and we are supposed to look ahead at potential future

 18    projects that might interact with the Donlin Gold Mine, so

 19    we have recently seen some design discussions from the

 20    Alaska Department of Transportation --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Did we lose the phone here

 22    or --

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we are going to

 24    have to hang it up.  I'll try and dial it back in in a

 25    second.  So there is a thing called cumulative effects,
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  1    like future effects, and this potential road between the

  2    Yukon and the Kuskokwim and the Paimiut Slough area would

  3    be an example of a future project that we would need to

  4    look into.  So I think that's one possible project

  5    relating to the Yukon River.  It may make a difference in

  6    barge traffic, things of that sort.  That's one that we

  7    are going to have to learn more about and look at in the

  8    EIS itself.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  We will hold on a minute.  We

 10    lost our teleconference.

 11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, I think we are the

 12    only ones on the line.  I think that may have been Cindi

 13    hanging up, but we will keep the line open just in case.

 14                    MR. EUGENE PAUL:  And with you talking

 15    about the pipeline, gas line or pipeline, that was --

 16    that's being paid for for Donlin to put it in itself,

 17    right?  You guys ain't using any of State funding to have

 18    them put something in, like the road and stuff because,

 19    you know, when we did do a State meeting before, the

 20    village can put a resolution in that we did not want a

 21    road built by the State of Alaska because it's open public

 22    access when we build a road with State funding.  And that

 23    brings in a lot of people that would be able to come into

 24    our lands and hunt, bring drugs and alcohol, all these

 25    things that really affect these big communities down there
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  1    that we are -- we are --

  2              I sit on the health board through Tanana Chiefs

  3    and we are doing a study.  And we are studying -- there is

  4    a lot of influx of heroin, a lot of drugs that the

  5    highways are able to connect to these villages.  And we

  6    were talking to the governor about two weeks ago, John

  7    Muller, and we were talking about how we could use our

  8    tribal, you know, entities in our villages to protect our

  9    communities.

 10              And I was wondering, with this gas line that you

 11    guys are proposing and this road that's coming from the

 12    Kuskokwim to the Yukon side, is that going to be through

 13    State funding or through Donlin Creek's funding?

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  Everything proposed so far

 15    would be funded by Donlin.  Now the pipeline, the future

 16    of the pipeline, there is a possibility that, you know,

 17    other communities could create a utility and somehow --

 18    because it would be a common carrier, so I'm not sure, you

 19    know, if there would be any issues with that in the

 20    future, but it's a good point to bring up and, you know,

 21    something that we could look at.  You know, it's -- you

 22    know, it's on the record now so, you know, we will

 23    consider that.  But at this time, the pipeline as proposed

 24    is, you know, proposed by Donlin.  It would be constructed

 25    by Donlin.  It would be -- you know, I guess at this point
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  1    it would be their pipeline.

  2              Any other questions before we move on to the

  3    details of the project?

  4              Okay.  Now we are moving on to the mining

  5    project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, it is

  6    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers

  7    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the

  8    cooperating agencies who will be using it to make their

  9    permitting decisions.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership

 10    between two large international mining companies, Barrick

 11    Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located

 12    on lands owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista

 13    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim

 14    Corporation is the surface owner.

 15              As you can see, it's a very large project.  It's

 16    expected to produce over 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year

 17    for an estimated mining life of 27 and a half years,

 18    during which time it will be processing 59,000 tons of ore

 19    each day.

 20              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would

 21    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

 22    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK

 23    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that

 24    might be affected by the project.  For many communities

 25    the project might affect lands and resources that are used
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  1    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  The

  2    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements

  3    with many permits required and many agencies involved.

  4              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows the

  5    timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked

  6    on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16

  7    years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We

  8    are now entering the three-year permitting period, the

  9    first step of which is holding the scoping meetings.  And

 10    at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies will

 11    decide to issue or to deny their permits.

 12              If the permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can

 13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an

 14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  And at the

 15    conclusion of the active life of the mine, Donlin Gold

 16    would be responsible for closure and reclamation.  And

 17    this would include decommissioning the mill facilities and

 18    the pipeline, covering over the waste treatment or

 19    tailings storage facility, and covering the waste rock

 20    storage facilities.  The land would then be recontoured

 21    and native vegetation would be planted.

 22              We will pause for a minute for any questions if

 23    anybody has any so far.

 24                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  And your map shows it

 25    will take 60 years for the vegetation to grow.  How do you
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  1    know that with the environment changing so much?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  For how long it will take the

  3    vegetation --

  4                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Well, the map said up to

  5    60 years after to try to grow it back.  With the weather

  6    changing all over the world, how do you guarantee that?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the -- you know, that's

  8    based on current information and studies that have been

  9    done and current knowledge of the area.  That's

 10    information -- you know, Donlin has been doing a lot of

 11    studies.  They provided information to us.  The purpose of

 12    the EIS process is to look at the information that they

 13    provided to us.  URS, the third-party contractor, you

 14    know, has experts that will look at the information that

 15    Donlin has provided, determine if it's accurate or not or

 16    if any other studies are done or more information is

 17    needed.  And that's the information that will go into

 18    preparing the draft EIS.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it's a very good point

 20    that the future might not be the same as the things we can

 21    look back over the last 40, 50 years and observe.  Forest

 22    fire ecology and forest ecology, the growth and

 23    revegetation, that's something that the scientists have

 24    studied a fair bit, but that's backwards looking.

 25              And so I think we do have to be open-minded
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  1    about the potential for change in climate systems or in

  2    precipitation, rain and snowfall.  Those things could well

  3    change in the decade, the generation to come.  And I think

  4    we will try to do our best in the technical analysis, but

  5    it's another time to really emphasize the importance of

  6    the public looking at the draft EIS for people here to say

  7    that doesn't look convincing.  That's not accurate.

  8    That's not careful enough.

  9              We really want to say this is a long project.

 10    The EIS review, it's three years because we need to look

 11    at a lot of different questions about the mine project,

 12    about the ecology of the region.  So we are going to have

 13    to do it one step at a time.  What we are doing right now

 14    is getting the questions on the table, and then a little

 15    over a year from now when we come back to the communities

 16    we will try and have a good analysis of those.  But there

 17    will be some holes in our draft EIS, and that's where your

 18    comments on the draft will help us to be even more

 19    accurate by the time of the final permit decisions.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

 21    move on?

 22              Okay.  Now we will turn to the major components

 23    of the project, and we will start with the pipeline and

 24    the power plant.  The pipeline would be buried.  It would

 25    not be up on supports like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline
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  1    System, so it would be a cold pipeline.  It would not

  2    generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, the

  3    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using

  4    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the

  5    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this

  6    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

  7    three forks of the George River.

  8              The image of the block valve on the right side

  9    of the slide slows that the pipeline right-of-way would

 10    not be fenced off, so it would not block access to

 11    subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed

 12    every ten years by Donlin to provide continued access for

 13    monitoring and maintenance.  The construction process

 14    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The

 15    design would allow access, but after construction there

 16    would be no improved access for vehicles and no bridges at

 17    water crossings.

 18              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

 19    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west

 20    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim

 21    River Valley and continue west to the mine site near

 22    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent

 23    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands and ten percent Native

 24    corporation lands.

 25              The blue segment in the center of the map there
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  1    is an alternate pipeline corridor segment that would avoid

  2    the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would separate

  3    from the originally proposed alignment at milepost 105 and

  4    rejoin at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified the

  5    Corps that this alternative is under consideration and

  6    will be examined during geotechnical investigations this

  7    coming summer.

  8              This slide slows the project components at the

  9    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.

 10    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover

 11    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,

 12    1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings impoundment,

 13    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.

 14    It would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half

 15    square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like

 16    material that is left after the gold has been removed from

 17    the mill.

 18              Number three is the waste rock facility, which

 19    would cover about 2,300 acres, and waste rock is the rock

 20    that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These

 21    major facilities support the mill, which would process

 22    59,000 tons of ore per day.

 23              This is an overview of the major transportation

 24    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port

 25    facilities for transferring fuel and cargo to the river
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  1    barges.  There would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk

  2    for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were barged

  3    upriver, and from there they would be trucked to the mine

  4    site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also be a

  5    new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a

  6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine

  7    site.

  8              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

  9    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

 10    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total 26 acres.  And

 11    the Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on

 12    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.

 13    The fuel barges would be double-hulled.

 14              The navigation season would average 110 days per

 15    year.  There would be about three barge tow passings per

 16    day.  That could be two up and one down or one up and two

 17    down, meaning that anywhere that you might be along the

 18    riverbank, you could expect to see three tows per day.

 19    And each tow would be pushing four barges.  There would be

 20    an average of 64 barge tows and 58 cargo tows per season.

 21    Cargo barges would carry 550 tons each, and fuel barges

 22    would carry 173,000 tons each.  And the shipping season,

 23    the barge tow frequency and the number of barge loads

 24    would be roughly the same both during construction and

 25    during operations of the mine itself.
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  1              Additional infrastructure includes the

  2    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

  3    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  And this does

  4    include some smaller remote camps for pipeline

  5    construction.  Permanent camp would have 600 beds and

  6    support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working

  7    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total

  8    workforce would be on site at any given time.

  9              Do we have any questions at this point?  I'll

 10    pause for a minute.

 11                    MS. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a

 12    question.  Is there a backup plan in case something goes

 13    into Crooked Creek, like something major happens?  Do you

 14    have a backup plan to stop the wastewater from entering

 15    Crooked Creek from going into the Kuskokwim?

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Donlin has, you know,

 17    submitted a lot of information and, you know, they will

 18    have contingency plans for -- I know like for the

 19    navigation, their transportation plan for barging on the

 20    Kuskokwim River, they have details on there on how they

 21    would deal with if there were to be any release of diesel

 22    fuel or any other kind of a spill.  And again, that's the

 23    type of thing that we will be looking at in the EIS.  We

 24    will look at whatever they -- whatever plans they have

 25    submitted.  And, you know, URS as the contractor will
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  1    evaluate that information.

  2              As I was explaining before, that's the EIS

  3    process.  They will look at what's submitted, determine if

  4    additional information is needed, and then they will do an

  5    analysis of that; you know, see if it's adequate.

  6                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Another

  7    question I have is on the jobs, the only people that's

  8    going to be getting the jobs are related to the Calista

  9    because that's their land, you know.  Is there any plans

 10    for the Yukon and GASH area to get hired?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess it's pretty much up to

 12    Donlin.  You know, they are the ones that will be

 13    having -- you know, will be doing the hiring for that.

 14    But they are -- you know, as was mentioned earlier -- as

 15    Sarah mentioned, there will be a health impact assessment,

 16    and they will be looking at the effects on the local

 17    communities.  It will be looked at in the socioeconomic

 18    aspects in the EIS.  It's a good comment to make.  You

 19    know, on the -- and it will be addressed in the EIS.

 20              But again, our permits -- we are evaluating the

 21    EIS for the purpose of issuing our permits, and we can't

 22    tell Donlin who they can or cannot hire, so it's pretty

 23    much their hiring process.  But you know, the

 24    socioeconomic effects will be considered in the EIS.

 25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So where Don ended, we
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  1    have to evaluate the potential for local hire in the

  2    Calista region, but also including neighboring communities

  3    potentially affected by the project.  We have to evaluate

  4    that.  I just wanted to mention that when I had looked at

  5    some of the newsletters from Donlin, they were trying to

  6    do outreach for hiring in the Holy Cross area, the GASH

  7    communities, and also in the upper Kuskokwim, the McGrath,

  8    Nikolai, Telida, Takotna area.  I don't know exactly how

  9    successful that has been, but I think their plan, the way

 10    they have laid it out, would include the upper Kuskokwim

 11    and then the middle Yukon River in this outreach for

 12    hiring.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

 14    move on?

 15                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, when you get

 16    this project going on in the future, you know, you know,

 17    all these jobs are showing up in the Donlin Creek mine,

 18    you know.  You know, I think the Donlin Gold mine should

 19    send out the newsletter -- I mean, we got the newsletter

 20    and everything like that to get our -- get our -- get our

 21    people around the GASH region trained up, what kind of

 22    jobs are going to pop up and whatever so this way we can

 23    get them ready.  You know what I mean?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  To get the information out

 25    there ahead of time so you can prepare your younger people
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  1    for --

  2                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  That way we can

  3    get the people employed around the GASH region, you know,

  4    what kind of jobs are going to pop up in the mine, like

  5    maintenance or electrical work or carpentry or anything

  6    like that because, you know, we got lots of operators

  7    around our region, you know.  And you know, I'd like to

  8    see that happen in the future, you know.  I know it's

  9    Calista land and Kuskokwim land.  They own the surface and

 10    everything like that, but it seems like we are left out in

 11    the forest, you know.  And you know, it would be a good

 12    plan if they could come up with some kind of deal to make

 13    sure that our people get hired, too, around the GASH area,

 14    you know.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, that's a good

 16    comment.  And as Taylor mentioned, I know Donlin has been

 17    doing some outreach, but I guess that's a good comment to

 18    make and, you know, they will be aware of all -- they will

 19    be seeing the comments -- in fact, all the comments we

 20    receive will eventually be on our website, so it's a good

 21    comment to make.  Thank you.

 22              Any other questions before we move on?

 23              Okay.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the

 24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  So

 25    we will now turn to several slides with examples of those
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  1    issues and concerns.

  2              One major area is water resources.  The project

  3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted

  4    water, but there will still be some concerns.  And

  5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other

  6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around

  7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to

  8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as

  9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of

 10    nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the

 11    pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again

 12    affect nearby streams.

 13              And some of the rock, when exposed to the

 14    elements, could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste

 15    rock, tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully

 16    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside the mine

 17    site.

 18              Air quality is also important, and this slide

 19    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several

 20    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

 21    mining vehicles.  There will be a 227-megawatt power plant

 22    and dust created by removing and processing the

 23    overburden, waste rock and ore.  These could all produce

 24    emissions.

 25              Climate change is a growing concern and will
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  1    need to be considered because large amounts of

  2    hydrocarbons will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in

  3    several areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive

  4    mercury could be release by exposing it during mining.

  5    Mercury stack emissions could occur during the milling

  6    process.  So any mercury co-product would require careful

  7    storage and transport.

  8              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous

  9    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good

 10    response plans would be crucial to preventing spills.

 11    Other major issues and concerns include wetlands,

 12    vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, subsistence

 13    and traditional land use.

 14              The proposed project would affect a total of

 15    16,300 acres.  Of this, approximately 10,000 acres are at

 16    the mine site and related infrastructure, and about 6,000

 17    acres are along the pipeline route.  These areas would be

 18    impacted by excavation, filling, vegetation removal or

 19    other disturbances.

 20              And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  There

 21    would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or reduced habitat

 22    functional value on the affected 16,300 acres, and there

 23    would also be direct disturbance of individual animals.

 24              We have already discussed barge traffic and

 25    noted that there would be a substantial increase.  And
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  1    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by

  2    the loss of lands to development.

  3              Here are some more examples of issues and

  4    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,

  5    cultural resources and recreation.  There would be a huge

  6    new workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400

  7    duration permanent operations of the mine.  This would

  8    bring in new employment and income, but also many effects

  9    on community life and human health.  Historical and

 10    archeological sites and traditional cultural properties

 11    that exist in the area might be disturbed or destroyed.

 12    Recreational and visual resources, including the Iditarod

 13    trail, might be affected by new structures and mining

 14    operations.

 15              So to conclude, we know that this proposed

 16    project and land and resources are important, and we would

 17    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get

 18    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most

 19    important thing by being here today and participating in

 20    the scoping meeting.

 21              To find more information and to submit a comment

 22    form, you can visit the project website at

 23    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly.  My phone

 24    number and e-mail address are on the slide.

 25              For tribal matters, you can contact the Corps of
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  1    Engineers' tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone

  2    number and e-mail address are also on the slide.  Amanda

  3    and I have had two tribal teleconferences so far to

  4    discuss cooperating agency status or

  5    government-to-government consultation.  And we expect to

  6    have other teleconferences with the tribes.  Tribal

  7    governments have the opportunity to enter into

  8    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate

  9    process from being a cooperating agency and the EIS

 10    process.

 11              So we would now like to hear if there is any

 12    remaining questions and any comments you may have.  We

 13    would like to document your comments carefully, so please

 14    state your name before you speak.

 15              Here are some ideas about the type of comments

 16    that are helpful in the scoping process.  We are looking

 17    for issues and questions that need to be analyzed in the

 18    EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and effects on

 19    resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you may have

 20    on alternatives, and we would like to find out about any

 21    important information available in your particular

 22    community.  If you do have written comments that you read,

 23    we would ask that you please leave a copy with our court

 24    recorder so we have it for the record.

 25              So with that, I'll ask if there is any further
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  1    questions, and then we will have an opportunity if anybody

  2    wants to make a prepared statement.

  3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  That's a lot to stomach.

  4    I guess my biggest concern is I was born and raised in

  5    this community, and my ancestors come from here.  And the

  6    land has always been close to our hearts because it -- we

  7    depend on it so much.  And to listen to all your chemical

  8    talk and substance stuff that's going to be -- there is no

  9    guarantee for it not to happen.  We are already losing our

 10    salmon, for whatever reasons we don't know.

 11              And my concern is the barges coming down.  We

 12    have a sandy river that brings up the silt and makes more

 13    sandbars and stuff like that.

 14              If a community decides not to go with Donlin

 15    Creek, what happens?  Do you -- what do you do?  Move

 16    away, don't come back?  Or do you find other alternatives

 17    or routes to go through?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure I quite follow.

 19    You say if a community decides --

 20                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Not to go along, do we

 21    have a say in that?  Because I -- I'm really not for

 22    touching the land around the Deloycheet region and Doyon

 23    region.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Just to clarify your question,

 25    if you are opposed to the project will it go forward; is
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  1    that the question?

  2                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  Yeah.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the way -- you know, we

  4    are preparing the EIS to look at all the potential impacts

  5    and the alternatives, and the EIS will be used to make

  6    permitting decisions, not just for the Corps of Engineers,

  7    but the other cooperating agencies.

  8              So there is -- so the EIS process will help to

  9    identify impacts, and that way we will decide if we can

 10    issue our permits or not for the project as they have

 11    proposed it or if there is an alternative that they can

 12    modify it to avoid those impacts.  So it would be through

 13    the permitting process as to whether or not the project

 14    can proceed.  It would have to have -- as it showed, there

 15    is a -- there is a huge number of permits, both State and

 16    federal, and they have to, you know, get all of those

 17    permits.  And, you know, those are all, you know, aimed at

 18    protecting various resources.

 19              So you know, I guess one community, you know, we

 20    will listen to your concerns and, you know, address those

 21    concerns.  If somebody just comes and says I'm opposed to

 22    the project, you know, that in and of itself isn't going

 23    to keep the project moving forward, but if you identify

 24    some issues that are unacceptable impacts that could

 25    potentially prevent us from issuing a permit, but we would
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  1    have to go through this process first.

  2              Did that just confuse you more?

  3                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  No.  It just doesn't

  4    sound like very promising.  My next concern is how are all

  5    these villages that's being affected by Donlin Creek going

  6    to benefit from this, aside from the economy and jobs and

  7    stuff like that?  Once you guys pack up and leave and then

  8    there is nothing left, even subsistence and whatever could

  9    be gone.  You know, those are future issues that I think

 10    about because I have a great-granddaughter, and I'm going

 11    to have more descendents following me.  And I want them to

 12    have what I have.  And that's my biggest concern.  How are

 13    we going to benefit?  Is all this profits going out of

 14    state or is it going to The Kuskokwim Corporation, or what

 15    do we get out of it?

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, that's what we

 17    are evaluating.  And you said "when we are gone."  I

 18    guess, again, I need to emphasize that, you know, it's not

 19    the Corps of Engineers or any of these other cooperating

 20    agencies that's going to be, you know, building this

 21    project.  It's Donlin Gold.  And we're here to identify,

 22    you know, concerns and issues.  And you know, our goal is

 23    to avoid those impacts that you are talking about.  You

 24    know, we will be looking at not only the environmental

 25    effects, but the socioeconomic effects, as well.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think often the people

  2    in the villages take the long view, like not just a few

  3    years that the mine would operate, but what happens after.

  4    And that's kind of the question you are asking.  When we

  5    were in Crooked Creek a few months ago, people recommended

  6    that we go back and talk to people about the Red Devil

  7    Mine and kind of the employment boom and then what

  8    happened when the mine closed.  So I think that's like a

  9    little case study from the region that we are going to try

 10    and go interview some of the people to talk about.

 11              There is a lot of concern in the literature now

 12    about boom-and-bust cycles, what happens after a big, big

 13    project.  And I don't think we have answers to that

 14    tonight, but I'm just saying that that's a really good way

 15    to think about the long-term, a question that we really

 16    need to work on.  And some of the other communities have

 17    been raising that same kind of concern.

 18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have a

 19    concern.  You guys are -- in your EIS you guys are

 20    studying, the Iditarod River is pretty close there.  And

 21    anything can happen in the drainage.  [indecipherable]  If

 22    anything happened, if there is like a break or something,

 23    would anything drain into the Iditarod River?  And that

 24    comes right down the Shag and the Innoko and it comes past

 25    Shag and comes down the river.  And that's right -- that's
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  1    right behind the mine.  You guys studied on that?

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question

  3    about kind of the topography, the mountains, the ridges,

  4    the valleys.  The Donlin Project is two or three ridges

  5    inside the divide between the Kuskokwim and the Yukon

  6    River.  So I think when -- at this point from the

  7    engineering and the distances, it looks like all of the --

  8    if there is a problem and discharge into the creeks, it

  9    would be on the Kuskokwim side into Crooked Creek and

 10    draining down towards the Kuskokwim, not north over the

 11    height of land and into the Innoko or any of the --

 12    Iditarod, Innoko, any of the creeks draining into the

 13    Yukon River.  I'm sorry that we don't have a really good

 14    enough map at the right scale for us to look at that

 15    together, but that's kind of the design, that it's inside

 16    the drainage pattern of the Kuskokwim River and not

 17    extending into the Yukon River drainage.

 18                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.

 19    And then another question, with all these concerns of the

 20    people along the Kuskokwim, all the barges going up the

 21    river, and then how are they going to go about their

 22    subsistence fishing and stuff with all the barges going?

 23    And what are you guys doing to take that into

 24    consideration?  Because that's a lot of -- that's a lot of

 25    fishing, you know, a lot of salmon going up.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Again, we have heard that

  2    concern before, and it will be looked at again.  Donlin

  3    has submitted a transportation plan, including the barge

  4    traffic, and I don't have the answer, you know, as far as

  5    exactly how, you know, that will be dealt with at this

  6    time.  But it's -- you know, it is something -- that issue

  7    has been raised in another -- in a number of the other

  8    scoping meetings, so it's definitely going to be, you

  9    know, looked at and addressed.  I don't have the answer

 10    right now, though.

 11                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  On that pipeline, you

 12    mentioned that they are going to put it underground.  I

 13    don't think that's a very good idea.  And you know, what

 14    is the diameter of the pipe and whatever and how thick is

 15    the pipe going to be, you know?  Because you know, I know

 16    that we can have future accidents in the future when those

 17    pipes get corroded up or maybe get too cold or something

 18    like that, maybe have a bust in the pipe.  And I really

 19    don't like that idea that the pipeline is going under the

 20    ground, you know.

 21              And you know, you got to deal with the

 22    corporation.  You got to deal with the corporations and

 23    the Calista land and whatever has got the right-of-way,

 24    passing the Native allotments and everything like that,

 25    you know.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, actually, yes, the

  2    diameter, I believe it's a 14-inch-diameter pipe.  And one

  3    of our cooperating agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous

  4    Materials Safety Administration, and they will be the

  5    agency that will be looking at that and the safety of it.

  6    And Donlin has already -- in their design has submitted --

  7    or their application submitted some of the safety

  8    features.  They plan to have a check valve every 20 miles,

  9    and they will -- they will be doing maintenance on it,

 10    routine maintenance.  They will run pigs down it.

 11              So they are thinking along the lines of safety.

 12    And again, you know, the PHMSA, or the Pipeline and

 13    Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will be

 14    primarily responsible for ensuring the safety of the

 15    pipeline.

 16                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Another comment I would

 17    like to make about the barge lines running up and down the

 18    Kuskokwim, you know, we run into that problem at fall

 19    time; some years the water gets really low and the barges

 20    can't make it in through the main channel.  And I know the

 21    Kuskokwim River, once it starts dropping, the water drops

 22    down, it's like out of sight the month of July and

 23    whatever.  It's a really a good time to make all this back

 24    and forth right after breakup and all the materials that

 25    you guys need.  You might run into that problem in the
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  1    future in fall time when the water gets too low.  You

  2    know, sometimes the barges get stuck and whatever, you

  3    know.  You got to keep that in mind, too, you know, just

  4    to protect that Kuskokwim River that nothing will happen

  5    in the future.  You know, that's another picture to take a

  6    look at.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  And yes, we

  8    are well aware of that.  We have heard that in many

  9    communities, and there is going to have to be a real close

 10    look and detailed evaluation of that and, you know, figure

 11    out what -- you know, what would be likely to happen or

 12    what would need to be done in the event of low water.

 13              Other questions?

 14                    MS. JUDI WALKER:  I'd like to know what

 15    the State and BLM people have to say about this, if they

 16    are for it or -- not for or against it, but how are they

 17    supporting it or not supporting it and why they are here?

 18                    MR. ALAN BITTNER:  As far as BLM is

 19    concerned, it's the same as Don has said:  We are not for

 20    or against it.  We are processing a right-of-way for a

 21    pipeline on the lands that it would cross on BLM.  And so

 22    as a cooperating agency, all of our specialists are

 23    weighing in, and we do have some of the same concerns.  We

 24    have some of the same concerns about other facets of the

 25    project like the river and the barge traffic and the level
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  1    of the water, things like that.

  2              So we are making our own comments to the project

  3    about all facets of it, but we are neither for or against

  4    it.  And we are looking at the part that we have to permit

  5    or we have to allow is the -- what would be the lands that

  6    the pipeline crosses.

  7                    MS. YODER:  And for the State, for the

  8    health impact assessment, we are not issuing any permits,

  9    but we are also not for or against the project, but we are

 10    looking at any potential positive and negative health

 11    effects.  And then in our process we rank those health --

 12    those potential health effects and we try to propose ways

 13    to increase any positive benefits, such as comments on,

 14    you know, hiring in different regions.  And then we also

 15    propose recommendations and things that can be done to

 16    decrease any health effects.  So ours is not a required

 17    process for the health impact assessment, however, but we

 18    are doing our best to get our report into the EIS.

 19                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  I have one

 20    more question.  You guys are going to be the ones that say

 21    if Donlin Gold or -- after all the -- all the visits all

 22    over the region?

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  The question is, are we the

 24    ones that are going to allow them to move forward with the

 25    project?
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  1                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Yes.  After

  2    hearing all the, you know, like all these concerns, you

  3    know, there is a lot of -- a lot of big concerns there.

  4    How are you going to address those concerns?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the Corps of Engineers

  6    has, you know, two major permits for the project.  The

  7    other -- you know, there is other agencies, BLM for one

  8    and there is State agencies as well that have -- there is

  9    a large number of permits.  So the project won't be able

 10    to move forward until they have obtained all the required

 11    permits.  And the Corps of Engineers, our -- the EIS is

 12    just one part of our review process.

 13              It's under the National Environmental Policy Act

 14    that we are required to do this EIS because of a potential

 15    significant effect on the quality of the human

 16    environment.  We also have to comply with section 404 of

 17    the Clean Water Act which, as I mentioned earlier,

 18    requires that we -- under the 404(b)(1) guidelines, we are

 19    required to select the least environmentally damaging

 20    alternative.

 21              And we also do for all of our permits what's

 22    known as a public interest review.  So you know, we will

 23    look at the proposed project and all the potential

 24    effects, you know, including all different facets -- you

 25    know, environmental and socioeconomic -- and we will make
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  1    our permit decision based on the EIS, the 404(b)(1)

  2    guidelines, and our public interest review.  So that's

  3    just the Corps of Engineers.  So you know, if we find that

  4    it, you know, meets all the requirements, you know, then

  5    we will issue our permit.

  6              But again, there is, you know, all these other

  7    agencies, as well.  So it's not just -- it's not just the

  8    Corps of Engineers that's going to say, you know, you can

  9    go ahead with your project.  It's -- you know, they have

 10    to get permits from all these other agencies, as well.

 11                    MR. ALFRED DEMIENTIEFF, JR.:  Thank you.

 12                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  You know, does this

 13    have some kind of impact around the Donlin Creek Mine, you

 14    know?  Like I'm talking about -- talking about the animals

 15    like the moose and the bears and all kinds of animals that

 16    hang around this area.  Do you see anything like they get

 17    infected or something like that?  Because I heard in the

 18    past one time I went down to a meeting down at St. Mary's,

 19    the Clean Watershed Act back in 2007, and we had some

 20    Kuskokwim people at the meeting, and they said that Donlin

 21    Creek Mine is affecting the animals around the -- around

 22    the area.

 23              And you know, I know for a fact this one elderly

 24    lady said they took a ride up the river and they ran into

 25    a moose and the moose didn't even have no hair in some
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  1    parts of the body, you know.  I was kind of wondering

  2    about that.  You know, do you do a study on the animals

  3    and whatever, what's hanging around the Donlin Creek Mine,

  4    you know?  Does it have an effect on them or do they get

  5    disease or lose their hair or --

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware of anything like

  7    that as far as moose losing their hair but, you know,

  8    Donlin has been doing baseline studies, you know, on

  9    wildlife and fish.  And that information has been

 10    submitted with their permits.  And Donlin -- I'm sorry --

 11    URS, you know, has their specialists.  Their wildlife

 12    people, you know, have looked at that information to

 13    determine if it's adequate or not.  And they have

 14    identified areas where additional information is needed

 15    and additional studies are needed now and in the future.

 16    You know, that's what we will be using.

 17              I guess if you have specific information

 18    regarding, you know, animals in the area that have been

 19    adversely affected, that would be good, you know,

 20    information to submit with your comments and we could

 21    certainly look at that.  But you know, it's not something

 22    that I'm aware of at this time.  But you know, that's --

 23    again, the purpose of our scoping is to find information,

 24    you know, especially information from the local

 25    communities that are close to the area where they have,
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  1    you know, specific information that we might not otherwise

  2    be aware of.  So if, you know, you have instances or

  3    examples of that, we would like to hear about it.

  4                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Yeah.  I think they

  5    need to do a study on that as the project is proceeding in

  6    the future, you know.  And another thing, too, I'd like to

  7    bring up, too, in the Kuskokwim sampling of the water, you

  8    know, I think that they should monitor that about every

  9    time the barges go up and down the river, take a sample of

 10    the water, you know, make sure no mercury or radiation is

 11    leaking out from that mine, you know, and affecting their

 12    resources and the fish and everything like that, you know,

 13    because I notice that lots of people are catching cancer

 14    all over -- all over, you know, all over in the Kuskokwim

 15    and the Yukon side, too, you know.  And I think to myself

 16    it might be coming from the air quality, too, and from the

 17    [indecipherable] or whatever that floats around in that

 18    mine, you know.  That's what I'm concerned about.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there certainly will be

 20    monitoring, and I guess we will note your comment that you

 21    think it should be done after every barge.  But there will

 22    be monitoring.  I guess I don't know the details at this

 23    time.

 24                    MR. LEROY PETERS:  Okay.  Thank you.  --

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  Other comments or questions?
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  1    Yes.

  2                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  We have our

  3    school up here.  When things are going to happen in our

  4    area, we would like to let the children know from K

  5    through 12 what's going on around us.  After all your

  6    scoping is almost done, or finished, is it going to be

  7    available on a DVD to send to the classrooms so kids who

  8    didn't hear it from their parents or didn't hear it

  9    whenever someone was here, they could look at it in their

 10    classroom and talk about it?  Because they worry a lot,

 11    too.  They worry about our environment and what's going to

 12    happen to -- our Yukon River is moving way over there.

 13    They are worried about that.

 14              So they are aware of what's going on, but I want

 15    to know if you are going to have anything available to

 16    teach in the schools to show what all it takes just to

 17    have a mine to let them know.  And it looks like it's

 18    going to be a while and they can start getting prepared to

 19    take coursework in the classroom or go on to a trade

 20    school or university and be hired.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Well, all the, you

 22    know, information from the scoping meetings will be

 23    summarized, and actually the transcripts will eventually

 24    be available on the website.  I guess that's a good

 25    suggestion.  I mean, it's a vast amount of information.
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  1    You know, it's a good suggestion to have a DVD put

  2    together and something that we will consider.  Thank you.

  3                    MS. ANGELA DEMIENTIEFF:  The reason for a

  4    DVD, you know, children's attention span is not that long.

  5    That's why a DVD is faster and simpler for that reason.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Other

  7    comments or questions?  If not, I guess I'll wrap it up

  8    here.  We will be around here for a little bit if anybody

  9    wants to talk to us directly.  Again, there is lots of

 10    information on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.

 11    And also if you -- as I said, my phone number and e-mail,

 12    they are -- they were on the slide here.  I'd be glad to

 13    give them to you.  They are also in the newsletters that

 14    were mailed out.  I believe there are some copies on

 15    the -- at the back of the room.  So thanks for coming.

 16              Did you have anything?

 17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I just wanted to add thank

 18    you for the hospitality.  We know that people see a lot of

 19    meetings come and go, but this is really an important

 20    project for the region, so setting aside an evening to

 21    talk with you us is really helpful.  I want to emphasize

 22    that we really do listen and take seriously the hard

 23    questions that you are asking and we hope to come up with

 24    careful answers by the time we come back to see you in a

 25    little over a year.  This was really constructive
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  1    discussion, so thanks to folks.  It's great to see Angela

  2    again.  I can't remember when we were at a subsistence

  3    council meeting.

  4               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:27 p.m.)
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