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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

MR BRELSFORD: W ought to get underway,
Don. W have some |oyal customers with really good
questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation
to start?

(I'nvocation offered by WIbur Hootch.)

MR BRELSFORD: So Don, | think we are
ready to get started here.

MR KUHLE: Okay. Welcone to the scoping
meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental inpact
statement, also known as an EIS. M nane is Don Kuhle
with the Arny Corps of Engineers, and |I'mthe project
manager for the EIS. Also here today are two people from
URS Al aska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in
preparing the EIS. They are Taylor Brel sford and Mxie
Alexie. And they will be helping me with the presentation
tonight. W also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and
she will be preparing a transcript of the neeting for the
record.

This is the agenda for today, just to give you
an idea of the topics that we will be covering. W wll
tal k about the purpose of today's neeting and then the EIS
project mlestones, and then we want to provide a basic
overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
And then we will sumarize a fewissues as a way of
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inviting your conments. W encourage you to get involved,
and we will tell you howto do that.

Feel free to ask questions as we go. If you do
have questions or comments, though, please state your name
clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
meeting. We will also have tine after the presentation
for questions and statements that you may w sh to nake.

W' re here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
mne project that will require federal and State pernmits.
And in order to conply with the National Environnental
Policy Act, the Corps nust prepare an EIS to anal yze the
i npacts of the proposed project. The Corps is neither a
proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project. This
is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in
maki ng permt decisions by the Corps and by ot her
agenci es.

And scoping meetings are the first step in the
El S process. Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
i nvol venent requirenments regarding cultural resources
under the National H storic Preservation Act. And the
Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes
t hrough governnent -t o- gover nment consul tati on.

This map gives an orientation of the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokw m River and
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t he Yukon- KuskokwimDelta. It's arenote area with little
devel opment to date and no existing roads to the region.
The map shows that existing transportation and energy
infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentra

Al aska. The proposed mne would require all new
infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. And it
woul d all be subject to permtting before the project
coul d proceed.

This map gives an idea of the |ogistics and
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
|l ogistics for the mne include fuel and cargo com ng from
west coast ports. Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
Har bor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to
river barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would also go to
Bethel for transfer to the river barges. And the fuel and
supplies woul d then be barged upriver and be off-|oaded at
a new barge landing in Jungjuk. And there would be a new
pi peline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.

Now we are going to turn to the EI'S process, and
we will start with why an EISis prepared in the first
place. The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA
requires an EIS for any nmajor federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment. And in
this case Donlin Gold has submtted application for
permts under section 404 of the Cean Water Act and
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section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. |ssuance of
these permts would be a major federal action and require
an ElS to evaluate the environnental inpacts of the
proposed project.

The EI'S, along with other applicable | aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and by other
agencies to make their permt decisions. And in addition
to complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
conplete a public interest review and an anal ysi s under
section 404(b)(1) of the Cean Water Act, which requires
that we select the |least environmental |y damagi ng
practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
i nformation necessary for these analyses into the EI S

This slide shows that nany agencies, tribes and
the regional organization will work together on the ElIS.
Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
permtting responsibilities or their special expertise.
As | said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies
toaidin their permtting decisions. It wll not,
however, replace their normal permtting authorities and
processes. W have one of our cooperating agency -- or
actual ly two representatives fromour cooperating agencies
wthus, and 1'd like toinvite themto introduce
t hensel ves and say a few words about the roles of their
agencies in the EI'S process. Jeff Bruno with the State.
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MR- BRUNO Can | just speak loud? M
nanme is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska. | work with
specifically Departnent of Natural Resources, and I'mthe
State lead on this project. The State has agreed to be a
cooperating agency, and what that means is that the State
Is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to
assisting the Corps in conpleting an ElS.

Addi tional ly, we have our own permtting
process, so that's inportant to know. And Don has a slide
alittle later that explains some of the major pernmits
that the State will be involved with. And that wll kind
of happen -- you know, either some of themw || happen
while all of this is going on and some of themjust after
this process ends. So we will be assisting Don with that.

Addi tional ly, we have Sarah Yoder fromthe
Departnent of Health and Social Services with us, and
she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and
I"mgoing to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of
what she's doing. And I think it's inportant to this
project.

M5. YODER Hi, everyone. As Jeff said,
my nane is Sarah Yoder, and | work for the Departnent of
Heal th and Social Services, and | work in the Health
| npact Assessment Program The health inpact assessment
IS a process that |ooks at the potential positive and
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negative health effects of the project, and in its report
di scusses the potential health effects and then provides
suggestions on ways to mtigate those. And the health

i npact assessnment is not a requirenment, so it will be an
appendix to the EIS. But if you have any questions or
comments related to health, please feel free to cone talk
to ne.

MR- BRUNO One last thing | want to add
also on this is not just Department of Natural Resources,
but also the Departnment of Fish & Gane is also a
cooperating agency and then the Departnent of
Environnental Conservation -- | think | forgot to nmention
that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we
have a wel | -rounded group to assist Don and URS on this
proj ect.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.

The Donlin Gold Project will require many
federal permts and consultations, and this slide provides
several exanples, and I'Il highlight tw of these and
invite you to read the rest. Since the project woul d
place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permt
decisions as to whether or not to authorize the fill. And
since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau
of Land Managenent |ands, BLMw || need to evaluate a
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right-of-way application. You can find a nore
conprehensive list of required permts in the Donlin Gold
permt application, which can be found on the project
website, donlingoldeis.com

This slide shows that there are al so many
permts required fromthe State of Al aska. For exanple,
over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
State land, so the Departnent of Natural Resources would
evaluate a right-of-way application. The Department of
Envi ronnental Conservation has several responsibilities
for water and air quality permts, and the Department of
Fish & Gane has permtting responsibilities to protect
fish habitat. Also the Corps will consult with the State
H storic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
historic resources. And again, a nmore conprehensive |ist
can be found on the project website.

So this is an overview of the permts. This
overview of the permts shows why the various federal and
State agencies are involved in the EIS. And we will now
turn to the mlestones in an ElS.

Sone of you may be famliar with the steps in
preparing an EIS. The diagramon the right shows six
maj or steps that will be taken fromnow until November of
2015. A Notice of Intent to prepare the EI'S was published
in the Federal Register on Decenber 14, 2012, and that
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initiated the EI'S. And scoping began on that date and
continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this
month. The scoping invol ves public neetings and ot her
met hods to provide information and gather coments, and
that's why we're here today.

After scoping, URSw !l work with the Corps and
the cooperating agencies using information fromthe
scopi ng process, along with the information provided by
Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deens
necessary, and they will produce the draft EI'S, which is
expected to be conpleted by August 2014. That's an
estimated date, and it could shift. There will then be an
opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, which will
be projected to be from August through Novenber of 2014.
At that time you will be able to see how your conments
fromthe scoping period were addressed, and there will be
anot her round of public neetings and opportunities to
submt comments on the draft EIS

The draft EI'S and any comments received wl|
then be used to prepare the final EIS which is projected
at this tine to be conpleted by Cctober 2015. And then
the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to
prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their
i ndi vidual permtting decisions.

I"d |ike you to note the gold-colored circles on
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the chart here. They refer to the public involvement
opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EI'S
comment period. And those are the best opportunities to
provide input and nmake sure that your concerns are heard.

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region, and this can be broken into four areas. The first
is to provide information about EI'S mlestones, and we
have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an
idea of the tine frame involved. The second is to share
i nformation about the proposed project, and we will be
doing that shortly in our presentation tonight. And you
can also find information on the project website and in
newsletters that are being nailed out to all the
househol ds in the affected area.

The last two are to identify issues and concerns
to examne in the EIS and the section 106 process and to
identify useful information fromcomunities. And we are
counting on you to help us with these. And we would |ike
to know what you would |like to see addressed in the EI S
and if you have information that we can use to nake
i nformed deci sions.

This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping
meetings that we have had and will have in the future. We
have -- there has been 13 comunity neetings in the
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project area and one in Anchorage. And as | said, scoping
ends March 29th. In January we went out to Crooked Creek,
Ani ak, Bethel, and we had a neeting in Anchorage, also.
February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, MG ath,

Qui nhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay. Last night we were
in St. Mary's. Tonight we are in Emonak. And next week
we will finish up with Holy Cross and Kongi ganak.

This map is busy, but the color schene
represents the many subregions of the project area and
hel ps show how t he scoping plan was devel oped. For
exanpl e, the orange dots show The Kuskokw m Corporation
villages which are nearest the proposed project site. And
in this subregion we held nmeetings in Cooked O eek
because it's the closest to the project area, and also in
Ani ak because it's the subregional hub. For the other
subregions we are having neetings -- have and will be
having neetings simlarly held in the subregional hubs.

W will now nove on to a sumary of the mning
project proposed by Donlin Gold. And again, this is
Donlin Gold's project. It's not a Corps of Engineers
project. It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
cooperating agencies in order to nmake permtting
deci si ons.

Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two
| arge international mning conpanies, Barrick Gold and
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NovaCGol d. The Donlin Gold deposit is |ocated on |ands
owned by two Al aska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokw m
Corporation is the surface owner. As you can see, it's a
very large project. It's expected to produce over

1, 000, 000 ounces of gold per year for a mning |ife span
of 27 and a half years, during which tinme it will produce
or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

W have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in a renpte part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwi mValley and down to the YK
Delta. This area is home to sone 66 comunities that
m ght be affected by the project. For many conmunities,
the project mght affect |ands and resources that are used
for subsistence and other livelihood activities. This
project will face an extensive set of |egal requirenents
with many pernmits required and many agencies invol ved.

The diagramat the bottomof this slide shows
the tineline fromexploration to closure. Donlin has
wor ked on exploration and environnental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submtting their permt
applications. W are now starting the three-year
permtting period, the first step of which is holding the
scopi ng neetings. At the conclusion of the EI'S process,
the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
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permts. |If permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can
proceed with three to four years of construction and an
estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mne, Donlin Gold woul d be responsible for closure and
reclamation. And this includes deconm ssioning the mll
facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the
waste rock storage facilities. The land woul d be
recontoured and native vegetation woul d be planted.

"1l now turn to the major conponents of the
project, starting with the pipeline and power plant. The
pi pel ine woul d be buried, not up on supports like the
Trans- Al aska Pipeline System It will be cold. It would
not generate heat. \Were it crosses eight najor rivers,
the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo at the top of the slide. For exanple, this
technique will be used to cross the Kuskokw m R ver and
three forks of the CGeorge River.

The image of the block valve on the right side
shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced
off so that it would not block access to subsistence use
areas. The right-of-way woul d be brushed every ten years
to provide continued access for nonitoring and maintenance
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by Donlin Gold. The construction process would not create
a road along the right-of-way, and the design would allow
access, but after construction no inproved access for
vehicl es and no bridges over water crossings.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Bel uga on upper Cook Inlet. It would cross the Al aska
Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the
Al aska Range into the Kuskokwi m River Valley and continue
west to the mne site near Crooked Creek. The pipeline
woul d cross about 56 percent State |ands, 34 percent BLM
| ands, and ten percent Native corporation |ands.

I"d |ike you to note the blue segnent near the
mddle of the slide. This is an alternative pipeline
corridor segnent that would avoid the Dal zell Corge in the
Al aska Range. It would separate fromthe originally
proposed alignment at mlepost 105 and rejoin the
alignnment at mlepost 150. Donlin Gold recently notified
the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
it will be exam ned during geotechnical investigations
this com ng sunmrer

This slide shows the major project conmponents at
the mne site, and 1'd like to highlight three of these.
Nurmber one is the open pit, which woul d eventual |y cover
1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mles long, one mle wide,
and 1,850 feet deep. MNunmber two is the tailings
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I mpoundnent, which is technically referred to as the waste
treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres,
or three and a half square mles. And tailings refer to
the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold
has been renmoved fromthe mll. Nunber three is the waste
rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and
waste rock is the rock that is renoved to get to the

gol d-bearing ore. These major facilities support the
mll, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
the river barges. There would be a new barge | andi ng near
Jungj uk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
barged upriver. Fromthere they would be trucked to the
mne site by way of a new 30-mle road. There would al so
be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mne site and a
40-mllion-gallon diesel storage facility at the mne
site.

The proposed barge | anding at Jungjuk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back fromthe bank for a total of 26 acres.

The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
t he Kuskokwi m River to transport supplies and diesel fuel,
and the fuel barges woul d be doubl e-hul | ed.
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The navigation season woul d average 110 days per
year, and there would be about three barge tow passings
per day. That means that if you woul d be standing
anywhere al ong the Kuskokwi m River, you coul d expect to
see three barge tows per day. It mght be two up and one
down or one up and two down. But you could expect to see
three per day. And each barge tow woul d be pushing four
bar ges.

There woul d be an average of 64 barge tows and
58 cargo tows per season. Cargo barges would carry 550
tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gall ons
each. And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
t he nunber of barge | oads woul d be roughly the same both
during construction and during operation of the project.

Addi tional infrastructure includes a
construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. This includes
sonme small renote canps for pipeline construction. And
t he permanent canp woul d have 600 beds and support a
wor kforce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees working shifts, meaning
that only about half the total workforce would be on site
at any given tine.

As | said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we
will turn to several slides with exanples of those issues
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and concerns.

One major area is water resources. The project
Is designed to result in no discharge of mne contacted
water, but there could still be some concerns. Sone
exanpl es are noted on this slide. Streams and ot her
surface waters woul d be diverted away fromand around the
mning activities in order to facilitate mning and to
avoid contamnation. G oundwater woul d be consumed as
part of the mning process and coul d affect base flows of
the nearby streans. Mne dewatering to keep water out of
the pit could | ower adjacent groundwater |evels and again
coul d affect nearby streans. Some of the rock, when
exposed to the el ements, could generate acid or |each
metals. So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff would
have to be carefully nmanaged to avoid contam nating the
waters outside of the mne site.

Air quality is also inmportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues. There would be several
sources of em ssions, including a |large nunber of large
mning vehicles, a 227-negawatt power plant, and dust
created by renoving and processing the overburden, waste
rock and ore. Climte change is a grow ng concern t hat
woul d need to be considered, as |arge anounts of
hydrocarbons w || be burned.

And nmercury will be |ooked at in several areas.
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Natural 'y occurring nercury or fugitive nercury could be
rel eased by exposing it during mning. Mercury stack

em ssions coul d occur during the mlling process, and any
mercury co-product would require careful storage and
transport. And given the |arge anounts of fuel and
hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
and good response plans woul d be crucial in preventing
spills.

G her nmajor issues and concerns include
wet | ands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel
subsi stence and traditional |and use. The proposed
project would affect a total of 16,300 acres. O this,
approximately 10,000 acres are at the mne site and
related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are al ong
the pipeline route. These areas would be inpacted by
excavation, filling, vegetation renoval or other
di sturbance. And 6,900 of these acres are wetl ands.

There woul d be fish and wildlife habitat |oss or
reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16, 300
acres, and there would al so be direct disturbance of
i ndividual animals. W have already discussed barge
traffic and noted that there would be a substanti al
increase. And subsistence and traditional |and uses woul d
be affected by the loss of |ands to devel opment.

Here are nore exanpl es of issues and concerns.
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And these are focused on the conmunities, cultural
resources, and recreation. There would be a huge new
wor kf orce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the
per manent operation of the mne. This would bring new
enpl oynent and incone, but also nany effects on conmunity
life and human health. Historical and archeol ogical sites
and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area
m ght be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and
visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, mght be
affected by new structures and m ning operations.

To conclude, we know that this proposed project
and the lands and resources are inportant to you, and we
woul d like to enphasize that there are several ways to get
involved in the EIS. You are already doing the nost
inportant thing by being here today and participating in
the scopi ng neeting.

To find nore information and to subnit a conment
form you can visit the project website. That's
donlingol deis.com You can contact ne directly at ny
phone nunber or e-mail address that are provided on the
slide. For tribal matters you can contact our tribal
| i ai son, Amanda Shearer, and her phone nunber and e-nai
address are also on the slide. Amanda and | have had two
tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating
agency status or government-to-government consultation on
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the project, and we expect to have nore. Triba
governnents have the opportunity to enter into

gover nnent -t o- gover nment consul tation, which is a separate
process from cooperating agency status and the EI'S
process.

Now we woul d |ike to hear any questions or
conments you nay have, and we want to document your
conments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your
name if you do speak or provide conments. And here are
sone ideas about the types of coments that are helpful in
the scoping process. W are |ooking for issues and
estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS. W want to
identify potential inpacts and effects on resources. W
woul d like to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives,
and we woul d like to find out about any inportant

i nformation about -- available in your conmmunity. And if
you do have any witten conments, we ask that you | eave a
copy with our court -- our recorder.

So that's the end of the presentation. | wll

ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we woul d
like to hear them We will be here. W could speak with
you individually, as well, if you have questions.

Again, | -- there is lots of information on the
project website, donlingoldeis.com And again, all our
contact information was on the slide. W wll be glad to
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give it to you afterwards. So as | said, we will be here
for alittle while yet and be glad to answer any
questi ons.

MR BRELSFORD: Don, maybe to warmup sone
of the discussion, the mayor, Wlbur, was talking with me
bef orehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of
i npacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or
the Kuskokwi m River, and then what kind of inpacts m ght
extend all the way across the Calista region on to the
| ower Yukon River and so on. | don't knowif you want to
make any of those additional -- those comments again for
the transcript, Wlbur, if you want to bring up sone of
that di scussion again.

MR WLBUR HOOTCH: M name is WI bur
Hootch, and I'm mayor for Gty of Emnmonak. About a decade
ago or even nore ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin --
when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin
Creek?

MR KUHLE: It was originally called
Donlin Creek, and it's nowreferred to as the Donlin CGold
Proj ect.

MR WLBUR HOOTCH: You know, when it
first started, when the agencies like Calista and ot her
agenci es that came ten, 15 years ago, they enphasized
sonet hi ng about the Yukon, but to me our people out there
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never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked
about it won't affect the Yukon.

But you know, the -- the Kuskokw m area has
been -- that upper area has been mned for nmany decades,
you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s. And they have
a lot of, what you call that, nercury and some kind of
poi son. | forgot what they call it. But some of our
peopl e back then, they nmentioned that -- | don't think it
wi Il affect the Yukon but, you know, when | talked with
Tayl or, he nentioned somet hing about the acid or something
that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in
our region. And | think that would be part of that effect
that will come to our region out here at the nouth of the
Yukon River.

And another thing | was kind of wondering about
Is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natura
gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know. They could do
li ke some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from
out fromour region instead of the Cook Inlet area. |
think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to
Cook Inlet, but I don't know It's just from you know,
readi ng about it and | ooking at your -- your -- your maps
and what not .

| don't think our region out here never really,
you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us
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because, you know, a lot of tinmes | read in the paper or
heard about the Kuskokwi m you know. Like | said, they
have been mning that river for 50, 60 years. And they
have a lot of mercury and acid in their river, when our
Yukon, you know, don't have that nuch mercury or acid.

| really don"t know what to say now. |'l
probably just go around and around.

MR KUHLE: Al right. Thank you.

MR BRELSFORD: This is Taylor again. And
we were actually tal king about some of the conments from
the other villages on the Yukon River. This neeting in
St. Mary's last night, people were asking questions about
air quality and about em ssions that mght travel and |and
on lands and habitat on the Yukon River side. So sone of
it was tal king about other comments from nearby villages
on the Yukon River.

MR. KUHLE: Anybody el se have comments or
questions? Did you want ne to respond there, Taylor?

MR. BRELSFORD: No. \Wen Sarah was
tal ki ng about human health inpacts, there was a really
interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that
| think is worth mentioning.

One of the Elders was asking about health
inpacts from-- to the workers. So the men and wormen who
woul d work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the
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dust or inside the mll, she was asking how do you protect
their health over time so that years and years |ater

they -- would they end up with cancer or sone kind of

i Il ness because of working in the mne. So | think that's
a really great exanple of a health question, an open
question about health for us to look into. And after that
comment fromSt. Mary's, this would be a question to | ook
into nore carefully in the draft EIS. [It's one health

I npact question that we are going to have to | ook at
really closely, howto protect the safety of the workers
at the mne.

MR. WLBUR HOOTCH. Can | give sone
alternatives? Can | say sonething about ideas about
alternatives?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yes, please. [|'mrunning
out of ideas.

MR. WLBUR HOOTCH. Hello. M nane is
W | bur again. These scoping ideas of scoping and
conments, our region here way down on the [ower Yukon, we
are the regional hub of three, four different villages,
and we are building a port and dock here in the community.
They started that design phase. And the last couple of
weeks representatives fromour region, |ike the Yukon
Del ta Fishing Devel opment Association, the Calista
Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some
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monies to build our port here in the community. And they
are talking about liquid -- what you call that, natura
liquefied gases that's going to be comng from |ike,

Fai rbanks area, barged down.

About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got
involved with oil exploration. And our corporation said
there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oi
out here. But, you know, | think they didn't want our
region to, you know, get sone kind of, you know, econom c
expansi on.

And our fishing industry used to be really good,
you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you
know, we are starting all over again. And our people are
in need of, you know, jobs. And I think, you know, with
all these construction conpanies or agencies that award
monies to our conmunities, we always try to enphasi ze what
you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce
that we try to do, sone kind of -- it's alnmost |ike
Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, conmmunity job. And, you
know, we get good-paying jobs fromconstruction, like this
port work. W are getting our comunity roads, and there
is all kinds of projects. W are going to get a new
wat er / sewer system

But, you know -- but sone of our young peopl e,
we try to enphasize to themthat this Donlin Gold is, you
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know, another alternative for our young people to, you
know, work there. And to ne it's not enphasized nore --
it's not enphasized to our region. Last time we had a
meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was |ike, you
know, a decade ago. And you know, after that we never did
get any kind of information fromthem And, you know, |
think it's a good idea, you know, for people to cone, you
know, |ike you guys, environmental, Arny Corps of

Engi neers, your programand Donlin CGold to come out here
and express what's comng up in the future, you know, and
educate it to our young, you know, our high school people
or, you know, to the community. And | think it's a good
t hi ng.

Alot of tinmes | read about Kuskokw m area,
they -- they get a lot of information fromthe Donlin
Cold. They -- you know, seenms |ike they are having a | ot
of meetings over there, and seens |like we are being left
out here around the mouth of the Yukon.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR. WLBUR HOOTCH. | was going to talk
about -- Hello. M name is Wlbur. WIbur once again.
As for alternatives, | think, you know, these
alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's
col | apsed, you know, we -- you know, like I said earlier,
we are getting a new water/sewer systemthat's being
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designed, a port and dock that's already been designed,
and we have DOT and ot her agencies and conpanies that are
com ng out here to construct a landfill. Recently our
tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and
hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are
going to be getting |ike 40, 50 houses, that hopeful |y
that will happen. And alternatives and -- ideas and
alternatives, | had sone ideas earlier before | came up
here, but | kind of forgot them

But still, you know, | think it would be a good
idea to cone out here again, like before fishing season
starts. W wouldn't be having fishing for about a nmonth
after breakup. And, you know, a |ot of people get
prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys
come out here again, there will be a | ot of people here in
the community first week of June to August, Septenber.
And if you guys enphasize this again, | think it would be
a good idea. You know, we don't have very nuch
participants right now, although we -- you know, URS
called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going
to have this commnity meeting and | advertised it
numerous times and telling themthat they woul d be having
a meeting tonight.

MR. KUHLE: Anybody else? | think 'l

wap it up here. Like |l said, we will be here and we w ||
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be glad to speak to you individually.

MR BRELSFORD: So | think we always want
to express appreciation for the hospitality. The city has
done a lot of work to help us getting the neeting
organi zed and provide | odging and advertising and
everything. And I'mnot sure who brought us sone nice
weat her |ike that, but we had a great trip over from St.
Mary's this morning. So thank you very nuch for joining
us tonight. And visit a fewmnutes after if you are
curious about the posters or any of that. And we will
| ook forward to hearing nore fromsome of the folks in
Enmonak.

MR. JAKE REDFOX: | have a question. M
nanme is Jake Redfox. I'mwth the Gty of Enmonak, the
vice mayor. | heard you mention earlier about this
mght -- this project, if it goes forward, it mght affect
the Iditarod trail, is that correct?

MR KUHLE: That's -- yes, that's correct.
The pipeline in particular, you know, com ng from Cook
Inlet through the Al aska Range, you know, there is --

MR. JAKE REDFOX: Yeah. | know the
Iditarod has no -- is known worldw de, and it rarely comes
down to the |ower Yukon where we are from but it's --
it's known everywhere. It's known over the whole word.
And | don't know if the other comunities on the Kuskokw m
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are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a
| ot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never
really affected down in the |ower Yukon. | don't know

because we are fromthe Yukon, | suppose.

And how does it -- my -- one of ny questions
was: It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe --

MR. KUHLE: \ell, the pipeline will be,
you know, in the vicinity of the trail or following a
simlar route through the Al aska Range and, you know - -
and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear
concerns |ike that. And what we are doing at this point
is, you know, we will |look at the route and |l ook at ways
that -- to see if -- you know, if the inpacts could be
avoided or mnimzed. And that's, you know, pretty nuch
the purpose of the EISis to |ook at all the alternatives.
s there a way that, you know, any inpacts to the Iditarod
trail can be avoided, you know. If not, are there ways to
mnimze those.

So you know, we will be working with, you know,
ot her agencies. BLMin particular ows a |lot of the |and
along the pipeline route, and the State Hstoric
Preservation O fice because of the historic value of the
trail. So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we
are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and
then, you know, identify the potential inpacts and | ooking
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for ways to avoid those and to mininmze themif they can't
be avoi ded.

MR. JAKE REDFOX: Thank you. [I've got
anot her question. Soneone nentioned about the air quality
of the mne. How does that affect our area? Is there
concerns about that in the gold mne?

MR KUHLE: \Well, it's definitely a
concern, yes. And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has
done, you know, air quality or, you know, | guess existing
air quality nonitoring for some tine now. They will, you
know, submt the results of those tests to URS, or have
already. URS will look at the information that's been
provided. You know, they will |ook at what's being
proposed for the project. You know, they will | ook at
what the expected inpacts could be or what the air quality
is likely to be after the project is constructed, you
know, and if there is -- and then they will ook at ways
to avoid or mnimze those inpacts. How can those be
avoi ded, how bad is it, and can it be prevented. And, you
know, if the inpacts are severe enough, it's possible that
the permts would not be issued.

But you know, that's what -- the State will be
issuing permts for air quality and water quality and, you
know, we will be issuing permts, and a |ot of agencies
will be issuing permts based on the EIS. So again, what
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we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you
know, | ooking at the existing environment, what's being
proposed and how that's going to affect the environnent
and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimze or
mtigate any inpacts that that --

MR JAKE REDFOX: Thank you.

MR KUHLE: Thanks.

MR. BRELSFORD: Don, maybe to put in
perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would
not block the trail. |It's close to the trail for a
segment, about 50 mles, if | remenber right. There could
be di sturbance during construction, you know, when the
side boomtrucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.
After that the pipe is covered over. So there could be

sone visual inpacts, but that's -- it's not going to
disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't
continue fromyear to year. |It's a different kind of

inpact that we will try to look at.
MR. KUHLE: Any other thoughts or
conments, questions? Ckay. Thanks for coming. And |ike
| said, we will be here for alittle while, and we are
glad -- if you are nore confortable speaking directly with
us, we will be glad to do that as well.
(Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m)
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; For US. Army Cor p:' zf PEfg:Anze'rAsN- CES 1 inviting your comments. We encourage you to get involved,
- ' 2 and we will tell you how to do that.
3 B?BJ- 53{" ﬁ/anager 3 Feel freeto ask questions aswe go. |If you do
4 For URS: 4 have questions or comments, though, please state your name
> Tayl or Brelsford 5 clearly so that we haveit for the transcript of the
6 Project Minager 6 meeting. We will also have time after the presentation
7 Noxie Alexie o oordinat or 7 for questions and statements that you may wish to make.
8 For Al aska Departnent of Health and Social Services: 8 We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
9 Sarah Yoder 9 mine project that will require federal and State permits.
10 CSTE Fel I ow 10 Andin order to comply with the National Environmental
11 For Al aska Departnent of Natural Resources: 11 Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
13 Hae R mojct conainater 15 oporent or o cpponen o heproposo praec. Ths
Yup'ik Translator: '
14 Lillian Mchael 14 isDonlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in
15 15 making permit decisions by the Corps and by other
16 16 agencies.
17 Taken by: 17 And scoping meetings are thefirst step in the
18 Mary A Vavrik, RMR 18 EISprocess. Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
19 19 involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
20 20 under the National Historic Preservation Act. And the
21 BE IT KNOMW that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |21 Corps will aso work closely with any affected tribes
22 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before 22 thrOUgh government—to—government consultation.
23 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |23 This map gives an orientation of the project
24 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 24 area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
25 25 of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S 1 the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. It's aremote areawith little
2 MR. BREL SFORD: We ought to get underway, 2 development to date and no existing roads to the region.
3 Don. We have some loyal customers with really good 3 The map shows that existing transportation and energy
4 questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation 4 infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
5 to start? 5 Alaska. The proposed minewould require al new
6 (Invocation offered by Wilbur Hootch.) 6 infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. And it
7 MR. BRELSFORD: So Don, | think we are 7 would al be subject to permitting before the project
8 ready to get started here. 8 could proceed.
9 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Welcome to the scoping 9 This map gives an idea of the logistics and
10 meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact 10 supply linksfor the proposed mine. Transportation
11 statement, a'so known asan EIS. My nameis Don Kuhle 11 logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from
12 with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the project 12 west coast ports. Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
13 manager for the EIS. Also here today are two people from 13 Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to
14 URS Alaska, which isthe contractor assisting the Corpsin 14 river bargesin Bethel. Cargo supplies would also go to
15 preparing the EIS. They are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie 15 Bethel for transfer to the river barges. And the fuel and
16 Alexie. And they will be helping me with the presentation 16 supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-loaded at
17 tonight. We aso have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and 17 anew barge landing in Jungjuk. And there would be a new
18 shewill be preparing atranscript of the meeting for the 18 pipeline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.
19 record. 19 Now we are going to turn to the EI'S process, and
20 Thisisthe agenda for today, just to give you 20 wewill start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
21 anideaof the topics that we will be covering. We will 21 place. The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
22 talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS 22 requires an EISfor any major federal action significantly
23 project milestones, and then we want to provide abasic 23 dffecting the quality of the human environment. Andin
24 overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it. 24 this case Donlin Gold has submitted application for

N
ol

And then we will summarize afew issues asaway of

N
a1

permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
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1 section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. |ssuance of 1 negative health effects of the project, and in its report
2 these permits would be amajor federal action and require 2 discusses the potential health effects and then provides
3 an ElSto evaluate the environmental impacts of the 3 suggestions on ways to mitigate those. And the health
4 proposed project. 4 impact assessment is not arequirement, so it will be an
5 The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 5 appendix to the EIS. But if you have any questions or
6 regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other 6 comments related to health, please feel free to come talk
7 agencies to make their permit decisions. And in addition 7 tome.
8 to complying with NEPA, the Corpsis also required to 8 MR. BRUNO: Onelast thing | want to add
9 complete apublic interest review and an analysis under 9 asoonthisisnot just Department of Natural Resources,
10 section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires 10 but also the Department of Fish & Gameisalso a
11 that we select the least environmentally damaging 11 cooperating agency and then the Department of
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practicable aternative, and we will incorporate the
information necessary for these analysesinto the EIS.
This dide shows that many agencies, tribes and
the regional organization will work together on the EIS.
Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
permitting responsibilities or their specia expertise.
As| said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies
to aid in their permitting decisions. It will not,
however, replace their normal permitting authorities and
processes. We have one of our cooperating agency -- or
actually two representatives from our cooperating agencies
with us, and I'd like to invite them to introduce
themselves and say a few words about the roles of their
agenciesin the EIS process. Jeff Bruno with the State.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Environmental Conservation -- | think | forgot to mention
that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we
have awell-rounded group to assist Don and URS on this
project.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.

The Donlin Gold Project will require many

federal permits and consultations, and this slide provides
several examples, and I'll highlight two of these and
invite you to read the rest. Since the project would
place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
decisions as to whether or not to authorize thefill. And
since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau
of Land Management lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
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MR. BRUNO: Can | just speak loud? My
name is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska. | work with
specifically Department of Natural Resources, and I'm the
State lead on this project. The State has agreed to be a
cooperating agency, and what that meansis that the State
is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to
assisting the Corpsin completing an EIS.

Additionally, we have our own permitting
process, so that's important to know. And Don hasadlide
alittle later that explains some of the major permits
that the State will be involved with. And that will kind
of happen -- you know, either some of them will happen
while al of thisisgoing on and some of them just after
this process ends. So we will be assisting Don with that.

Additionally, we have Sarah Y oder from the
Department of Health and Social Services with us, and
she'skind of got aunique rolein this project, too and
I'm going to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of
what she'sdoing. And | think it'simportant to this
project.

MS. YODER: Hi, everyone. As Jeff said,
my nameis Sarah Y oder, and | work for the Department of
Health and Social Services, and | work in the Health
Impact Assessment Program. The health impact assessment
is aprocess that |ooks at the potential positive and

© 00N O WNP
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14
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17
18
19
20
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Page 9

right-of-way application. You can find amore
comprehensive list of required permitsin the Donlin Gold
permit application, which can be found on the project
website, donlingoldeis.com.

This dlide shows that there are al'so many
permits required from the State of Alaska. For example,
over 56 percent of the pipeline would beinstalled on
State land, so the Department of Natural Resources would
evaluate aright-of-way application. The Department of
Environmental Conservation has severa responsibilities
for water and air quality permits, and the Department of
Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect
fish habitat. Also the Corpswill consult with the State
Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
historic resources. And again, a more comprehensive list
can be found on the project website.

So thisis an overview of the permits. This
overview of the permits shows why the various federal and
State agencies are involved in the EIS. And we will now
turn to the milestonesin an EIS.

Some of you may be familiar with the stepsin
preparing an EIS. The diagram on the right shows six
major steps that will be taken from now until November of
2015. A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published
in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012, and that
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1 initiated the EIS. And scoping began on that date and 1 project areaand onein Anchorage. And as| said, scoping
2 continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this 2 ends March 29th. In January we went out to Crooked Creek,
3 month. The scoping involves public meetings and other 3 Aniak, Bethel, and we had a meeting in Anchorage, also.
4 methods to provide information and gather comments, and 4 February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,
5 that'swhy we're here today. 5 Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay. Last night we were
6 After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and 6 in St. Mary's. Tonight we arein Emmonak. And next week
7 the cooperating agencies using information from the 7 wewill finish up with Holy Cross and K ongiganak.
8 scoping process, along with the information provided by 8 This map is busy, but the color scheme
9 Donlin, plus any additiona studiesthat URS deems 9 represents the many subregions of the project area and

10 necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, whichis 10 helps show how the scoping plan was developed. For

11 expected to be completed by August 2014. That's an 11 example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
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estimated date, and it could shift. There will then be an
opportunity for public review of the draft EI'S, which will
be projected to be from August through November of 2014.
At that time you will be able to see how your comments
from the scoping period were addressed, and there will be

12
13
14
15
16

villages which are nearest the proposed project site. And
in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek
because it's the closest to the project area, and also in
Aniak because it's the subregiona hub. For the other
subregions we are having meetings -- have and will be

17 another round of public meetings and opportunitiesto 17 having meetings similarly held in the subregional hubs.
18 submit comments on the draft EIS. 18 We will now move on to a summary of the mining
19 The draft EIS and any comments received will 19 project proposed by Donlin Gold. And again, thisis
20 then be used to prepare the final EIS, which is projected 20 Donlin Gold's project. It's not a Corps of Engineers
21 at thistimeto be completed by October 2015. And then 21 project. It'sbeing evaluated by the Corps and by the
22 thefina EISwill be used by the various agencies to 22 cooperating agenciesin order to make permitting
23 prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their 23 decisions.
24 individual permitting decisions. 24 Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two
25 I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on 25 large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
Page 11 Page 13
1 thechart here. They refer to the public involvement 1 NovaGold. The Donlin Gold deposit islocated on lands
2 opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS 2 owned by two Alaska Native corporations. Calista
3 comment period. And those are the best opportunities to 3 Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim
4 provide input and make sure that your concerns are heard. 4 Corporation isthe surface owner. Asyou can seg, it'sa
5 The purpose of the scoping period isto provide 5 very large project. It's expected to produce over
6 information and to listen to residents in the affected 6 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year for amining life span
7 region, and this can be broken into four areas. The first 7 of 27 and a half years, during which time it will produce
8 isto provide information about EIS milestones, and we 8 or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.
9 have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an 9 We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
10 ideaof thetimeframeinvolved. The second isto share 10 belocated in aremote part of the state, stretching from
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information about the proposed project, and we will be
doing that shortly in our presentation tonight. Andyou
can aso find information on the project website and in
news etters that are being mailed out to all the
households in the affected area.

The last two are to identify issues and concerns
to examinein the EIS and the section 106 process and to
identify useful information from communities. And we are
counting on you to help us with these. And we would like
to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS
and if you have information that we can use to make
informed decisions.

This slide shows the schedul e -- or the scoping
meetings that we have had and will have in the future. We
have -- there has been 13 community meetingsin the
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Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK
Delta. Thisareais home to some 66 communities that
might be affected by the project. For many communities,
the project might affect lands and resources that are used
for subsistence and other livelihood activities. This
project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
with many permits required and many agencies involved.
The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
the timeline from exploration to closure. Donlin has
worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
applications. We are now starting the three-year
permitting period, the first step of which is holding the
scoping meetings. At the conclusion of the EIS process,
the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
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1 permits. If permits areissued, then Donlin Gold can 1 impoundment, which istechnically referred to as the waste
2 proceed with three to four years of construction and an 2 treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres,
3 estimated 27 and a half years of operations. 3 or three and a half square miles. And tailings refer to
4 At the conclusion of the active life of the 4 thefine powder-like material that is left after the gold
5 mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and 5 has been removed from the mill. Number threeis the waste
6 reclamation. And thisincludes decommissioning the mill 6 rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and
7 facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste 7 waste rock isthe rock that is removed to get to the
8 treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the 8 gold-bearing ore. These magjor facilities support the
9 waste rock storage facilities. The land would be 9 mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.
10 recontoured and native vegetation would be planted. 10 Thisisan overview of the major transportation
11 I'll now turn to the major components of the 11 infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
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project, starting with the pipeline and power plant. The
pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline System. 1t will be cold. It would
not generate heat. Where it crosses eight major rivers,
the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
horizontal directiona drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo at the top of the dide. For example, this
technigue will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
three forks of the George River.

The image of the block valve on theright side
shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced
off so that it would not block access to subsistence use
areas. Theright-of-way would be brushed every ten years
to provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance
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facilitiesin Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to

the river barges. There would be anew barge landing near
Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
barged upriver. From there they would be trucked to the
mine site by way of anew 30-mileroad. There would also
be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a
40-million-gallon diesdl storage facility at the mine

Site.

The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
extend about 1,000 feet aong the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back from the bank for atotal of 26 acres.

The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel,
and the fuel barges would be double-hulled.
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by Donlin Gold. The construction process would not create
aroad along the right-of-way, and the design would allow
access, but after construction no improved access for
vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga on upper Cook Inlet. It would cross the Alaska
Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the
Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue
west to the mine site near Crooked Creek. The pipeline
would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM
lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.

I'd like you to note the blue segment near the
middle of the dlide. Thisisan alternative pipeline
corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
Alaska Range. It would separate from the originally
proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the
alignment at milepost 150. Donlin Gold recently notified
the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
it will be examined during geotechnical investigations
this coming summer.

This slide shows the major project components at
the mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
1,400 acres. 1t would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
and 1,850 feet deep. Number two isthe tailings
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The navigation season would average 110 days per
year, and there would be about three barge tow passings
per day. That meansthat if you would be standing
anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to
see three barge tows per day. It might be two up and one
down or one up and two down. But you could expect to see
three per day. And each barge tow would be pushing four
barges.

There would be an average of 64 barge tows and
58 cargo tows per season. Cargo barges would carry 550
tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons
each. And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
the number of barge loads would be roughly the same both
during construction and during operation of the project.

Additional infrastructure includes a
construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. Thisincludes
some small remote camps for pipeline construction. And
the permanent camp would have 600 beds and support a
workforce of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning
that only about half the total workforce would be on site
at any given time.

As| said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
meetingsiis to identify issues and concerns, so now we
will turn to severa dlides with examples of those issues
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1 and concerns. 1 And these are focused on the communities, cultural
2 One major areais water resources. The project 2 resources, and recreation. There would be a huge new
3 isdesigned to result in no discharge of mine contacted 3 workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the
4 water, but there could still be some concerns. Some 4 permanent operation of the mine. Thiswould bring new
5 examples are noted on this slide. Streams and other 5 employment and income, but also many effects on community
6 surface waters would be diverted away from and around the 6 life and human health. Historical and archeological sites
7 mining activitiesin order to facilitate mining and to 7 and traditional cultural propertiesthat exist in the area
8 avoid contamination. Groundwater would be consumed as 8 might be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and
9 part of the mining process and could affect base flows of 9 visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be
10 the nearby streams. Mine dewatering to keep water out of 10 affected by new structures and mining operations.
11 thepit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again 11 To conclude, we know that this proposed project
12 could affect nearby streams. Some of the rock, when 12 and the lands and resources are important to you, and we
13 exposed to the elements, could generate acid or leach 13 would like to emphasize that there are several waysto get
14 metals. Sothe waste rock, tailings and all runoff would 14 involvedinthe EIS. You are already doing the most
15 haveto be carefully managed to avoid contaminating the 15 important thing by being here today and participating in
16 waters outside of the mine site. 16 the scoping meeting.
17 Air quality isaso important, and this dlide 17 To find more information and to submit a comment
18 shows some examples of issues. There would be severa 18 form, you can visit the project website. That's
19 sources of emissions, including alarge number of large 19 donlingoldeis.com. You can contact me directly at my
20 mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust 20 phone number or e-mail address that are provided on the
21 created by removing and processing the overburden, waste 21 dlide. For tribal matters you can contact our tribal
22 rock and ore. Climate changeis a growing concern that 22 liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number and e-mail
23 would need to be considered, as large amounts of 23 address are also on the lide. Amanda and | have had two
24 hydrocarbons will be burned. 24 tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating
25 And mercury will be looked at in several aress. 25 agency status or government-to-government consultation on
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Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury could be
released by exposing it during mining. Mercury stack
emissions could occur during the milling process, and any
mercury co-product would require careful storage and
transport. And given the large amounts of fuel and
hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
and good response plans would be crucia in preventing
spills.

Other major issues and concernsinclude
wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
subsistence and traditional land use. The proposed
project would affect atotal of 16,300 acres. Of this,
approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and
related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along
the pipeline route. These areas would be impacted by
excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other
disturbance. And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.

There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or
reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300
acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of
individual animals. We have aready discussed barge
traffic and noted that there would be a substantial
increase. And subsistence and traditional land uses would
be affected by the loss of lands to development.

Here are more examples of issues and concerns.
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the project, and we expect to have more. Tribal
governments have the opportunity to enter into
government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
process from cooperating agency status and the EIS

process.

Now we would like to hear any questions or
comments you may have, and we want to document your
comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your
name if you do speak or provide comments. And here are
some ideas about the types of comments that are helpful in
the scoping process. We are looking for issues and
estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS. We want to
identify potential impacts and effects on resources. We
would like to hear any ideas you may have on aternatives,
and we would like to find out about any important
information about -- available in your community. And if
you do have any written comments, we ask that you leave a
copy with our court -- our recorder.

So that's the end of the presentation. | will
ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would
like to hear them. We will be here. We could speak with
you individually, aswell, if you have questions.

Again, | -- thereis|lots of information on the
project website, donlingoldeis.com. And again, all our
contact information was on the slide. We will be glad to
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1 giveit toyou afterwards. So as| said, we will be here 1 because, you know, alot of times| read in the paper or

2 for alittle while yet and be glad to answer any 2 heard about the Kuskokwim, you know. Likel said, they

3 questions. 3 have been mining that river for 50, 60 years. And they

4 MR. BREL SFORD: Don, maybetowarm up some | 4 havealot of mercury and acid in their river, when our

5 of the discussion, the mayor, Wilbur, was talking with me 5 Yukon, you know, don't have that much mercury or acid.

6 beforehand and wondering alittle bit about what kind of 6 | really don't know what to say now. I'll

7 impacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or 7 probably just go around and around.

8 the Kuskokwim River, and then what kind of impacts might 8 MR. KUHLE: All right. Thank you.

9 extend all the way across the Calistaregion on to the 9 MR. BREL SFORD: Thisis Taylor again. And
10 lower Yukon River and so on. | don't know if you want to 10 we were actualy talking about some of the comments from
11 make any of those additional -- those comments again for 11 the other villages on the Yukon River. This meetingin
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the transcript, Wilbur, if you want to bring up some of
that discussion again.

MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: My name is Wilbur
Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak. About a decade
ago or even more ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin --
when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin
Creek?

MR. KUHLE: Itwasoriginaly called
Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin Gold
Project.

MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: You know, when it
first started, when the agencies like Calista and other
agencies that came ten, 15 years ago, they emphasized
something about the Y ukon, but to me our people out there

NNMNNNNNRRRRERRRPR
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St. Mary'slast night, people were asking questions about
air quality and about emissions that might travel and land
on lands and habitat on the Y ukon River side. So some of
it was talking about other comments from nearby villages
on the Y ukon River.

MR. KUHLE: Anybody €lse have comments or
questions? Did you want me to respond there, Taylor?

MR. BREL SFORD: No. When Sarah was
talking about human health impacts, there was areally
interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that
I think is worth mentioning.

One of the Elders was asking about health

impacts from -- to the workers. So the men and women who
would work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the
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never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked
about it won't affect the Y ukon.

But you know, the -- the Kuskokwim area has
been -- that upper area has been mined for many decades,
you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s. And they have
alot of, what you call that, mercury and some kind of
poison. | forgot what they call it. But some of our
people back then, they mentioned that -- | don't think it
will affect the Y ukon but, you know, when | talked with
Taylor, he mentioned something about the acid or something
that goesup inthe air and it spreads all over the -- in
our region. And | think that would be part of that effect
that will come to our region out here at the mouth of the
Y ukon River.

And another thing | was kind of wondering about
is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural
gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know. They could do
like some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from
out from our region instead of the Cook Inlet area. |
think it'salot closer here than going all the way to
Cook Inlet, but | don't know. It'sjust from, you know,
reading about it and looking at your -- your -- your maps
and whatnot.

| don't think our region out here never redly,
you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us
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dust or inside the mill, she was asking how do you protect
their health over time so that years and years later

they -- would they end up with cancer or some kind of
illness because of working inthemine. So | think that's
aredly great example of ahealth question, an open
question about health for usto look into. And after that
comment from St. Mary's, this would be a question to look
into more carefully in the draft EIS. It's one hedlth
impact question that we are going to have to look at

really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers

at the mine.

MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: Can | give some
aternatives? Can | say something about ideas about
aternatives?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yes, please. I'm running
out of ideas.

MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: Hello. My nameis
Wilbur again. These scoping ideas of scoping and
comments, our region here way down on the lower Y ukon, we
are the regional hub of three, four different villages,
and we are building a port and dock here in the community.
They started that design phase. And the last couple of
weeks representatives from our region, like the Y ukon
Delta Fishing Devel opment Association, the Calista
Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some
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1 moniesto build our port here in the community. And they 1 designed, a port and dock that's already been designed,
2 aretaking about liquid -- what you call that, natural 2 and we have DOT and other agencies and companies that are
3 liquefied gases that's going to be coming from, like, 3 coming out here to construct alandfill. Recently our
4 Fairbanks area, barged down. 4 tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and
5 About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got 5 hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are
6 involved with oil exploration. And our corporation said 6 going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully
7 therewas no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oil 7 that will happen. And alternatives and -- ideas and
8 out here. But, you know, | think they didn't want our 8 dternatives, | had some ideas earlier before | came up
9 region to, you know, get some kind of, you know, economic 9 here, but | kind of forgot them.
10 expansion. 10 But till, you know, | think it would be a good
11 And our fishing industry used to be really good, 11 ideato come out here again, like before fishing season
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you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you
know, we are starting all over again. And our people are
in need of, you know, jobs. And I think, you know, with
all these construction companies or agencies that award
monies to our communities, we always try to emphasize what
you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce
that we try to do, some kind of -- it'salmost like
Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, community job. And, you
know, we get good-paying jobs from construction, like this
port work. We are getting our community roads, and there
isall kinds of projects. We are going to get a new
water/sewer system.

But, you know -- but some of our young people,
we try to emphasize to them that this Donlin Gold is, you
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starts. We wouldn't be having fishing for about a month
after breakup. And, you know, alot of people get
prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys
come out here again, there will be alot of people herein
the community first week of June to August, September.
And if you guys emphasize this again, | think it would be
agood idea. You know, we don't have very much
participants right now, although we -- you know, URS
called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going
to have this community meeting and | advertised it
numerous times and telling them that they would be having
ameeting tonight.

MR. KUHLE: Anybody else? | think I'll
wrap it up here. Like | said, we will be here and we will
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know, another aternative for our young people to, you
know, work there. And to meit's not emphasized more --
it's not emphasized to our region. Last timewe had a
meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it waslike, you
know, adecade ago. And you know, after that we never did
get any kind of information from them. And, you know, |
think it's a good idea, you know, for people to come, you
know, like you guys, environmental, Army Corps of
Engineers, your program and Donlin Gold to come out here
and express what's coming up in the future, you know, and
educate it to our young, you know, our high school people
or, you know, to the community. And | think it's a good
thing.

A lot of times| read about Kuskokwim area,
they -- they get alot of information from the Donlin
Gold. They -- you know, seems like they are having alot
of meetings over there, and seems like we are being | eft
out here around the mouth of the Y ukon.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: | was going to talk
about -- Hello. My nameisWilbur. Wilbur once again.
Asfor aternatives, | think, you know, these
aternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's
collapsed, you know, we -- you know, like | said earlier,
we are getting a new water/sewer system that's being
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be glad to speak to you individualy.

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think we always want
to express appreciation for the hospitality. The city has
done alot of work to help us getting the meeting
organized and provide lodging and advertising and
everything. And I'm not sure who brought us some nice
weather like that, but we had a great trip over from St.
Mary's this morning. So thank you very much for joining
ustonight. And visit afew minutes after if you are
curious about the posters or any of that. And we will
look forward to hearing more from some of the folksin
Emmonak.

MR. JAKE REDFOX: | have aquestion. My
name is Jake Redfox. I'm with the City of Emmonak, the
vice mayor. | heard you mention earlier about this
might -- this project, if it goes forward, it might affect
the Iditarod trail, is that correct?

MR. KUHLE: That's -- yes, that's correct.

The pipeline in particular, you know, coming from Cook
Inlet through the Alaska Range, you know, thereis --

MR. JAKE REDFOX: Yeah. | know the
Iditarod has no -- is known worldwide, and it rarely comes
down to the lower Y ukon where we are from, but it's --
it'sknown everywhere. It's known over the whole word.
And | don't know if the other communities on the Kuskokwim

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(7) Pages 26 - 29





Donlin Gold Mine EI S Scoping M eeting
Emmonak

March 14, 2013

Page 30

Page 32

1 areagainst the project but, you know -- if it provides a 1 wearetrying to doisto identify, you know, what -- you
2 lot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never 2 know, looking at the existing environment, what's being
3 redlly affected down in the lower Y ukon. | don't know 3 proposed and how that's going to affect the environment
4 because we are from the Y ukon, | suppose. 4 and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimize or
5 And how doesit -- my -- one of my questions 5 mitigate any impacts that that --
6 was. It affectsthe Iditarod trail by the gas pipe -- 6 MR. JAKE REDFOX: Thank you.
7 MR. KUHLE: Wéell, the pipeline will be, 7 MR. KUHLE: Thanks.
8 you know, in the vicinity of thetrail or following a 8 MR. BREL SFORD: Don, maybeto putin
9 similar route through the Alaska Range and, you know -- 9 perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would
10 and again, the purpose that we are here isto hear 10 not block thetrail. It'scloseto thetrail for a
11 concernslikethat. And what we are doing at this point 11 segment, about 50 miles, if | remember right. There could
12 is, you know, we will look at the route and look at ways 12 be disturbance during construction, you know, when the
13 that -- to seeif -- you know, if the impacts could be 13 side boom trucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.
14 avoided or minimized. And that's, you know, pretty much 14 After that the pipeis covered over. So there could be
15 the purpose of the EISisto look at all the aternatives. 15 some visua impacts, but that's -- it's not going to
16 Isthere away that, you know, any impacts to the Iditarod 16 disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't
17 trail can be avoided, you know. If not, are there waysto 17 continue from year to year. It'sadifferent kind of
18 minimize those. 18 impact that we will try to look at.
19 So you know, we will be working with, you know, 19 MR. KUHLE: Any other thoughts or
20 other agencies. BLM in particular owns alot of the land 20 comments, questions? Okay. Thanksfor coming. And like
21 aong the pipeline route, and the State Historic 21 | said, wewill be herefor alittle while, and we are
22 Preservation Office because of the historic value of the 22 glad -- if you are more comfortable speaking directly with
23 trail. So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we 23 us, we will be glad to do that as well.
24 aredoing hereistrying to identify all the concerns and 24 (Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)
25 then, you know, identify the potential impacts and looking 25
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1 for waysto avoid those and to minimize them if they can't 1 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
2 be avoided. 2 I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR Notary Public in and for
3 MR. JAKE REDFOX: Thank you. I've got 3 the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
4 another question. Someone mentioned about the air quality 4 That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
5 of themine. How does that affect our area? Isthere 5 ne at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
6 concerns about that in the gold mine? 6 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
7 MR. KUHLE: WeII, it'sdefinitelya 7 transcribed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
8 concern, yes. And agajn, you know, thereis -- Donlin has 8 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
9 done, you know, ar quality or, you know, | gu%sexisting 9 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
10 air quality monitoring for some time now. They will, you 10 | any interest in the outcone of the action herein
11 know, submit the results of those tests to URS, or have 11 contai ned.
12 aready. URSwill look at the information that's been 12 I'N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
13 provided. You know, they will look at what's being 13 ny hand and affixed ny seal this __ day of
14 proposed for the project. You know, they will look at 14 2013.
15 what the expected impacts could be or what the air quality 15
16 islikely to be after the project is constructed, you 16
. . . MARY A~ VAVR'K,
17 know, and if thereis-- and then they will ook at ways 17 Regi stered Merit Reporter
. . . Notary Public for aska
18 to avoid or minimize those impacts. How can those be 18
19 avoided, how bad isit, and can it be prevented. And, you 19 My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenmber 5, 2016
20 know, if the impacts are severe enough, it's possible that 20
21 the permits would not be issued. 21
22 But you know, that's what -- the State will be 22
23 issuing permitsfor air quality and water quality and, you 23
24 know, we will be issuing permits, and alot of agencies 24
25 will beissuing permits based on the EIS. So again, what 25
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS

MR. BRELSFORD: We ought to get underway,
Don. W have sone loyal custoners with really good
questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation
to start?

(I nvocation offered by WI bur Hootch.)

MR, BRELSFORD: So Don, | think we are
ready to get started here.

MR, KUHLE: Okay. Wlcone to the scoping
nmeeting for the Donlin Gold Project environnmental inpact
statenment, also known as an EIS. M nane is Don Kuhl e
wth the Arnmy Corps of Engineers, and |I'mthe project
manager for the EIS. Also here today are two people from
URS Al aska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in
preparing the EIS. They are Taylor Brel sford and Moxie
Alexie. And they will be helping ne with the presentation
tonight. W also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and
she wll be preparing a transcript of the neeting for the
record.

This is the agenda for today, just to give you
an idea of the topics that we will be covering. W wll
tal k about the purpose of today's neeting and then the EI'S
project mlestones, and then we want to provide a basic
overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.

And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
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inviting your comments. W encourage you to get invol ved,
and we wll tell you how to do that.

Feel free to ask questions as we go. |If you do
have questions or coments, though, please state your name
clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
neeting. W wll also have tinme after the presentation
for questions and statenents that you may wi sh to nake.

We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
m ne project that will require federal and State permts.
And in order to conply with the National Environnental
Policy Act, the Corps nust prepare an EIS to anal yze the
I npacts of the proposed project. The Corps is neither a
proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project. This
Is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS wll be used in
maki ng permt decisions by the Corps and by ot her
agenci es.

And scoping neetings are the first step in the
El S process. Scoping neetings can also fulfill public
I nvol vement requirenents regardi ng cultural resources
under the National H storic Preservation Act. And the
Corps wll also work closely with any affected tribes
t hr ough gover nnent -t o- gover nnent consul tati on

This map gives an orientation of the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north

of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokwi m Ri ver and
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t he Yukon- Kuskokwi mDelta. |It's a renote area with little
devel opnent to date and no existing roads to the region.
The map shows that existing transportati on and energy
infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
Al aska. The proposed mine would require all new
infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. And it
woul d all be subject to permtting before the project
coul d proceed.

This map gives an idea of the |ogistics and
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
| ogi stics for the mne include fuel and cargo com ng from
west coast ports. Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
Har bor from ocean-goi ng ships to barges, and then again to
river barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would also go to
Bethel for transfer to the river barges. And the fuel and
supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-I|oaded at
a new barge | anding in Jungjuk. And there would be a new
pi peline fromCook Inlet to bring in natural gas.

Now we are going to turn to the EI'S process, and
we Wil start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
pl ace. The National Environnental Policy Act, or NEPA
requires an EI'S for any maj or federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environnent. And in
this case Donlin Gold has submtted application for

permts under section 404 of the dean Water Act and

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

section 10 of the R vers and Harbors Act. |[|ssuance of
these permts would be a npjor federal action and require
an EIS to evaluate the environnental inpacts of the

pr oposed proj ect.

The EI'S, along with other applicable | aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and by other
agencies to nmake their permt decisions. And in addition
to conmplying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
conplete a public interest review and an anal ysi s under
section 404(b) (1) of the O ean Water Act, which requires
that we select the |east environnentally danagi ng
practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
I nformati on necessary for these analyses into the EI S

This slide shows that nmany agencies, tribes and
t he regi onal organization will work together on the ElI S
Cooperating agenci es are sel ected based on their
permtting responsibilities or their special expertise.
As | said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies
to aidin their permtting decisions. It wll not,
however, replace their normal permtting authorities and
processes. W have one of our cooperating agency -- or
actually two representatives from our cooperati ng agenci es
wthus, and I'd like to invite themto introduce
t hensel ves and say a few words about the roles of their

agencies in the EIS process. Jeff Bruno with the State.
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MR BRUNO Can | just speak |oud? M
name is Jeff Bruno wwth the State of Alaska. | work with
specifically Departnent of Natural Resources, and |'mthe
State lead on this project. The State has agreed to be a
cooperating agency, and what that neans is that the State
Is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to
assisting the Corps in conpleting an EIS.

Additionally, we have our own permtting
process, so that's inportant to know. And Don has a slide
alittle later that explains sone of the major permts
that the State will be involved with. And that wll kind
of happen -- you know, either sone of themw Il happen
while all of this is going on and sone of themjust after
this process ends. So we wll be assisting Don wth that.

Additionally, we have Sarah Yoder fromthe
Departnment of Health and Social Services with us, and
she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and
l'"mgoing to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of
what she's doing. And | think it's inportant to this
pr oj ect .

M5. YODER: Hi, everyone. As Jeff said,
my nane is Sarah Yoder, and | work for the Departnent of
Heal th and Social Services, and | work in the Health
| npact Assessnment Program The health i npact assessnent

Is a process that | ooks at the potential positive and
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negati ve health effects of the project, and in its report
di scusses the potential health effects and then provides
suggestions on ways to mtigate those. And the health

| pact assessnent is not a requirenent, so it will be an
appendix to the EIS. But if you have any questions or
comments related to health, please feel free to cone talk
to ne.

MR BRUNO One last thing | want to add
also on this is not just Departnent of Natural Resources,
but al so the Departnent of Fish & Gane is also a
cooperating agency and then the Department of
Envi ronnmental Conservation -- | think | forgot to nention
that -- also will be assisting wwth this to nake sure we
have a wel |l -rounded group to assist Don and URS on this
pr oj ect .

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Thanks, Jeff and Sar ah.

The Donlin Gold Project will require many
federal permts and consultations, and this slide provides
several exanmples, and I'll highlight two of these and
invite you to read the rest. Since the project would
place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
States, the Corps will need to nake section 404 permt
deci sions as to whether or not to authorize the fill. And
since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau

of Land Managenent | ands, BLMw Il need to evaluate a
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ri ght-of-way application. You can find a nore
conprehensive list of required permts in the Donlin Cold
permt application, which can be found on the project
websi te, donlingol deis.com

This slide shows that there are al so many
permts required fromthe State of Al aska. For exanple
over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
State | and, so the Departnment of Natural Resources woul d
evaluate a right-of-way application. The Departnent of
Envi ronment al Conservation has several responsibilities
for water and air quality permts, and the Departnent of
Fish & Game has permtting responsibilities to protect
fish habitat. Al so the Corps wll consult with the State
Hi storic Preservation Oficer to protect cultural and
hi storic resources. And again, a nore conprehensive |ist
can be found on the project website.

So this is an overview of the permts. This
overview of the permts shows why the various federal and
State agencies are involved in the EIS. And we will now
turn to the mlestones in an ElI S

Sone of you may be famliar with the steps in
preparing an EI'S. The diagramon the right shows six
maj or steps that will be taken from now until Novenber of
2015. A Notice of Intent to prepare the EI'S was published
In the Federal Register on Decenber 14, 2012, and that
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initiated the EI'S. And scopi ng began on that date and
conti nues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this
mont h. The scopi ng i nvol ves public neetings and ot her
nmet hods to provide informati on and gather comments, and
that's why we're here today.

After scoping, URS wll work with the Corps and
t he cooperating agencies using information fromthe
scopi ng process, along wwth the information provided by
Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deens
necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, which is
expected to be conpl eted by August 2014. That's an
estimated date, and it could shift. There will then be an
opportunity for public review of the draft EI'S, which wll
be projected to be from August through Novenber of 2014.
At that tine you will be able to see how your comments
fromthe scoping period were addressed, and there will be
anot her round of public nmeetings and opportunities to
submt coments on the draft EIS.

The draft EI'S and any comments received wll
then be used to prepare the final EI'S, which is projected
at this time to be conpleted by October 2015. And then
the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to
prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their
I ndi vidual permtting deci sions.

l'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on
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the chart here. They refer to the public invol venent
opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS
comment period. And those are the best opportunities to
provi de i nput and make sure that your concerns are heard.

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region, and this can be broken into four areas. The first
Is to provide informati on about EIS m | estones, and we
have di scussed that in the previous slide to give you an
i dea of the tine frame involved. The second is to share
i nformati on about the proposed project, and we will be
doing that shortly in our presentation tonight. And you
can also find informati on on the project website and in
newsl etters that are being mailed out to all the
househol ds in the affected area.

The last two are to identify issues and concerns
to examne in the EIS and the section 106 process and to
identify useful information fromcomunities. And we are
counting on you to help us wth these. And we would |iKke
to know what you would like to see addressed in the EI S
and if you have information that we can use to nake

i nformed deci si ons.

This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping
neetings that we have had and will have in the future. W
have -- there has been 13 community neetings in the
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project area and one in Anchorage. And as | said, scoping
ends March 29th. In January we went out to C ooked Creek,
Ani ak, Bethel, and we had a neeting in Anchorage, also.
February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, MG ath,

Qui nhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay. Last night we were
in St. Mary's. Tonight we are in Emmobnak. And next week
we Wil finish up with Holy Cross and Kongi ganak

This map i s busy, but the col or schene
represents the nany subregi ons of the project area and
hel ps show how t he scopi ng pl an was devel oped. For
exanpl e, the orange dots show The Kuskokw m Cor porati on
vil |l ages which are nearest the proposed project site. And
In this subregion we held neetings in Crooked Creek
because it's the closest to the project area, and also in
Ani ak because it's the subregional hub. For the other
subregi ons we are having neetings -- have and wll be
having neetings simlarly held in the subregi onal hubs.

W w il now nove on to a summary of the m ning
proj ect proposed by Donlin Gold. And again, this is
Donlin Gold's project. |It's not a Corps of Engineers
project. |It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
cooperating agencies in order to nake permtting
deci si ons.

Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two

| arge international mning conpanies, Barrick Gold and
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NovaGol d. The Donlin Gold deposit is |ocated on | ands
owned by two Al aska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokw m
Corporation is the surface owner. As you can see, it's a
very large project. It's expected to produce over

1, 000, 000 ounces of gold per year for a mning |life span
of 27 and a half years, during which tine it wll produce
or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in a renote part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwi mValley and down to the YK
Delta. This area is hone to sone 66 conmunities that
m ght be affected by the project. For nmany conmuniti es,
the project mght affect |ands and resources that are used
for subsistence and other livelihood activities. This
project will face an extensive set of |egal requirenents
with many permts required and many agenci es invol ved.

The diagram at the bottomof this slide shows
the tineline fromexploration to closure. Donlin has
wor ked on expl oration and environnmental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submtting their perm:t
applications. W are now starting the three-year
permtting period, the first step of which is holding the
scoping neetings. At the conclusion of the EI'S process,

the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
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permts. |If permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can
proceed with three to four years of construction and an
estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
m ne, Donlin Gold woul d be responsi ble for closure and
reclamation. And this includes deconm ssioning the mill
facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
treatnment or tailings storage facilities and al so the
waste rock storage facilities. The |land would be
recontoured and native vegetati on woul d be pl ant ed.

"Il now turn to the maj or conponents of the

project, starting with the pipeline and power plant. The
pi pel i ne would be buried, not up on supports |like the
Trans- Al aska Pipeline System It will be cold. It would
not generate heat. Where it crosses eight major rivers,
t he pipeline would be installed bel ow the riverbed using
hori zontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo at the top of the slide. For exanple, this
technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and
three forks of the George River.

The i mage of the bl ock valve on the right side
shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced
off so that it would not bl ock access to subsistence use
areas. The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years

to provide continued access for nonitoring and nai nt enance
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by Donlin Gold. The construction process would not create
a road along the right-of-way, and the design would all ow
access, but after construction no inproved access for
vehi cl es and no bridges over water crossings.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Bel uga on upper Cook Inlet. It would cross the Al aska
Range at Rai ny Pass, run west along the foothills of the
Al aska Range into the Kuskokwi m Ri ver Valley and conti nue
west to the mne site near Crooked Creek. The pipeline
woul d cross about 56 percent State | ands, 34 percent BLM
| ands, and ten percent Native corporation |ands.

|'d like you to note the blue segnent near the
mddle of the slide. This is an alternative pipeline
corridor segnent that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
Al aska Range. It would separate fromthe originally
proposed alignnent at ml|epost 105 and rejoin the
alignment at mlepost 150. Donlin Gold recently notified
the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
it wll be exam ned during geotechnical investigations
this com ng sumer.

This slide shows the nmjor project conponents at
the mne site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
Nunber one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mles long, one mle w de,

and 1,850 feet deep. Nunber two is the tailings
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I npoundmment, which is technically referred to as the waste
treatnment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres,
or three and a half square mles. And tailings refer to
the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold
has been renoved fromthe mlIl. Nunber three is the waste
rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and
waste rock is the rock that is renoved to get to the

gol d-bearing ore. These nmjor facilities support the
mll, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
the river barges. There would be a new barge | andi ng near
Jungj uk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
barged upriver. Fromthere they would be trucked to the
mne site by way of a new 30-mle road. There would al so
be a new 5, 000-foot runway near the mne site and a
40-m |l lion-gallon diesel storage facility at the m ne
Site.

The proposed barge | andi ng at Jungj uk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back fromthe bank for a total of 26 acres.

The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
t he Kuskokwi m River to transport supplies and di esel fuel

and the fuel barges woul d be doubl e-hul | ed.
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The navi gati on season woul d average 110 days per
year, and there would be about three barge tow passings
per day. That neans that if you would be standing
anywhere al ong the Kuskokwi m Ri ver, you could expect to
see three barge tows per day. It mght be two up and one
down or one up and two down. But you coul d expect to see
three per day. And each barge tow woul d be pushing four
bar ges.

There woul d be an average of 64 barge tows and
58 cargo tows per season. Cargo barges would carry 550
tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173, 000 gall ons
each. And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
t he nunber of barge | oads would be roughly the sane both
during construction and during operation of the project.

Addi tional infrastructure includes a
construction canp of 2,500 beds, which woul d support a
construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. This includes
sone snall renote canps for pipeline construction. And
t he permanent canmp woul d have 600 beds and support a
wor kf orce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees working shifts, neaning
that only about half the total workforce would be on site
at any given tinme.

As | said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
neetings is to identify i ssues and concerns, SO now we

WIll turn to several slides with exanples of those issues
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and concerns.

One nmajor area is water resources. The project
is designed to result in no discharge of m ne contacted
water, but there could still be sone concerns. Sone
exanpl es are noted on this slide. Streans and ot her
surface waters woul d be diverted away from and around the
mning activities in order to facilitate mning and to
avoi d contam nation. G oundwater would be consuned as
part of the m ning process and could affect base fl ows of
t he nearby streanms. M ne dewatering to keep water out of
the pit could | ower adjacent groundwater |evels and again
could affect nearby streans. Sone of the rock, when
exposed to the elenents, could generate acid or |each
netals. So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff woul d
have to be carefully managed to avoid contam nati ng the
wat ers outside of the mne site.

Air quality is also inportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues. There would be several
sources of em ssions, including a | arge nunber of |arge
m ni ng vehicles, a 227-negawatt power plant, and dust
created by renoving and processi ng the overburden, waste
rock and ore. Cimte change is a growi ng concern that
woul d need to be considered, as |arge anounts of
hydr ocar bons wi || be burned.

And nercury wll be |ooked at in several areas.
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Naturally occurring nercury or fugitive nercury could be
rel eased by exposing it during mning. Mercury stack

em ssions could occur during the mlling process, and any
nmer cury co-product would require careful storage and
transport. And given the |arge anounts of fuel and

hazar dous materials invol ved, safe operating procedures
and good response plans would be crucial in preventing
spills.

O her maj or issues and concerns include
wet | ands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
subsi stence and traditional |and use. The proposed
project would affect a total of 16,300 acres. O this,
approximately 10,000 acres are at the mne site and
rel ated infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are al ong
the pipeline route. These areas woul d be inpacted by
excavation, filling, vegetation renoval or other
di sturbance. And 6,900 of these acres are wetl ands.

There would be fish and wildlife habitat |oss or
reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16, 300
acres, and there would al so be direct disturbance of
i ndi vidual aninmals. W have al ready di scussed barge
traffic and noted that there would be a substanti al
I ncrease. And subsistence and traditional |and uses woul d
be affected by the | oss of |ands to devel opnent.

Here are nore exanples of issues and concerns.
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And these are focused on the communities, cultural
resources, and recreation. There would be a huge new
wor kf orce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the
per manent operation of the mne. This would bring new
enpl oynent and i ncone, but also many effects on community
| ife and human health. Historical and archeol ogical sites
and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area
m ght be di sturbed or destroyed, and recreational and

vi sual resources, including the Iditarod trail, m ght be
affected by new structures and m ni ng operations.

To concl ude, we know that this proposed project
and the | ands and resources are inportant to you, and we
woul d |'i ke to enphasi ze that there are several ways to get
involved in the EI'S. You are already doing the nost
i nportant thing by being here today and participating in
t he scopi ng neeti ng.

To find nore information and to submt a conment
form you can visit the project website. That's
donl i ngol dei s.com You can contact ne directly at ny
phone nunmber or e-nmail address that are provided on the
slide. For tribal matters you can contact our tri bal
| i ai son, Amanda Shearer, and her phone nunber and e-nail
address are also on the slide. Amanda and | have had two
tribal teleconferences so far to di scuss cooperating

agency status or governnent-to-government consultation on
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the project, and we expect to have nore. Tri bal
governnents have the opportunity to enter into

gover nnent -t o- gover nment consultation, which is a separate
process from cooperating agency status and the EI' S

pr ocess.

Now we woul d |i ke to hear any questions or
comments you may have, and we want to docunment your
comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your
name if you do speak or provide comments. And here are
sone ideas about the types of comments that are hel pful in
t he scoping process. W are |ooking for issues and
estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS. W want to
Identify potential inpacts and effects on resources. W
would i ke to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives,
and we would like to find out about any inportant
I nformati on about -- available in your community. And if
you do have any witten coments, we ask that you | eave a
copy wth our court -- our recorder.

So that's the end of the presentation. | wll

ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would

like to hear them W will be here. W could speak with
you individually, as well, if you have questions.
Again, | -- there is lots of information on the

proj ect website, donlingoldeis.com And again, all our

contact information was on the slide. W wll be glad to
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give it to you afterwards. So as | said, we will be here
for alittle while yet and be glad to answer any
questi ons.

MR, BRELSFORD: Don, maybe to warm up sone
of the discussion, the mayor, WI bur, was talking with ne
bef orehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of
I npacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or
t he Kuskokwi m Ri ver, and then what kind of inpacts m ght
extend all the way across the Calista region on to the
| ower Yukon River and so on. | don't know if you want to
make any of those additional -- those comments again for
the transcript, Wlbur, if you want to bring up sone of
t hat di scussi on agai n.

MR, WLBUR HOOTCH M nane is WI bur
Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak. About a decade
ago or even nore ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin --
when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin
Cr eek?

MR, KUHLE: It was originally called
Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin CGold
Proj ect .

MR WLBUR HOOTCH: You know, when it
first started, when the agencies |ike Calista and ot her
agencies that cane ten, 15 years ago, they enphasi zed

sonet hi ng about the Yukon, but to ne our people out there
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never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked
about it won't affect the Yukon.

But you know, the -- the Kuskokw m area has
been -- that upper area has been mned for many decades,
you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s. And they have

a lot of, what you call that, nercury and sone kind of

poi son. | forgot what they call it. But sone of our
peopl e back then, they nentioned that -- | don't think it
will affect the Yukon but, you know, when | talked with

Tayl or, he nentioned sonething about the acid or sonething
that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in
our region. And | think that would be part of that effect
that will conme to our region out here at the nouth of the
Yukon River.

And another thing |I was kind of wondering about
I's, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural
gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know. They could do
| i ke some sort of assessnent and get the natural gas from
out fromour region instead of the Cook Inlet area.
think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to
Cook Inlet, but I don't know It's just from you know,
readi ng about it and | ooking at your -- your -- your naps
and what not .

| don't think our region out here never really,

you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us
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because, you know, a lot of times | read in the paper or
heard about the Kuskokwi m you know. Like |I said, they
have been m ning that river for 50, 60 years. And they
have a lot of nmercury and acid in their river, when our
Yukon, you know, don't have that nuch nercury or acid.

| really don't know what to say now. ||
probably just go around and ar ound.

MR. KUHLE: All right. Thank you.

24

MR. BRELSFORD: This is Taylor again. And

we were actually tal king about sone of the comments from
the other villages on the Yukon River. This neeting in

St. Mary's |last night, people were asking questions about

air quality and about em ssions that mght travel and | and

on | ands and habitat on the Yukon River side. So sone of
it was tal king about other comments from nearby vill ages
on the Yukon River.

MR. KUHLE: Anybody el se have coments or
questions? D d you want ne to respond there, Taylor?

MR. BRELSFORD: No. Wen Sarah was
tal ki ng about human health inpacts, there was a really
i nteresting di scussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that
| think is worth nmentioning.

One of the El ders was asking about health

I npacts from-- to the workers. So the nen and wonen who

woul d work at the mne in the trucks, the blasting, the
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dust or inside the mll, she was aski ng how do you protect
their health over tine so that years and years | ater

they -- would they end up with cancer or sone kind of

i1l ness because of working in the mne. So | think that's
a really great exanple of a health question, an open
question about health for us to look into. And after that
comment fromSt. Mary's, this would be a question to | ook
into nore carefully in the draft EIS. |It's one health

I npact question that we are going to have to | ook at
really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers
at the m ne.

MR WLBUR HOOTCH Can | give sone
alternatives? Can | say sonething about ideas about
alternatives?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yes, please. |'mrunning
out of i deas.

MR WLBUR HOOTCH: Hello. M nane is
W | bur again. These scoping ideas of scoping and
comments, our region here way down on the | ower Yukon, we
are the regional hub of three, four different vill ages,
and we are building a port and dock here in the community.
They started that design phase. And the |ast couple of
weeks representatives fromour region, |ike the Yukon
Delta Fi shing Devel opnent Associ ation, the Calista

Cor poration, and our manager went to testify for sone
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nonies to build our port here in the community. And they
are tal king about liquid -- what you call that, natural

| i quefied gases that's going to be comng from IiKke,
Fai r banks area, barged down.

About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got
i nvol ved with oil exploration. And our corporation said
there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oi
out here. But, you know, | think they didn't want our
region to, you know, get sone kind of, you know, econom c
expansi on.

And our fishing industry used to be really good,
you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you
know, we are starting all over again. And our people are
I n need of, you know, jobs. And |I think, you know, with
all these construction conpani es or agencies that award
nmoni es to our conmunities, we always try to enphasi ze what
you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce
that we try to do, sone kind of -- it's alnost |iKke
Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, comunity job. And, you
know, we get good-paying jobs fromconstruction, like this
port work. W are getting our community roads, and there
is all kinds of projects. W are going to get a new
wat er / sewer system

But, you know -- but sone of our young peopl e,

we try to enphasize to themthat this Donlin Gold is, you

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

27

know, another alternative for our young people to, you
know, work there. And to ne it's not enphasized nore --
it's not enphasized to our region. Last tinme we had a
nmeeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was |like, you
know, a decade ago. And you know, after that we never did
get any kind of information fromthem And, you know, |
think it's a good idea, you know, for people to cone, you
know, |ike you guys, environnmental, Arny Corps of

Engi neers, your programand Donlin Gold to cone out here
and express what's comng up in the future, you know, and
educate it to our young, you know, our high school people

or, you know, to the comunity. And | think it's a good

t hi ng.

Alot of tinmes | read about Kuskokw m area,
they -- they get a lot of informati on fromthe Donlin
Gold. They -- you know, seens |ike they are having a | ot

of neetings over there, and seens |like we are being |eft
out here around the nouth of the Yukon.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR WLBUR HOOTCH: | was going to talk
about -- Hello. M nane is Wlbur. W1 bur once again.
As for alternatives, | think, you know, these

alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's
col | apsed, you know, we -- you know, like | said earlier,

we are getting a new water/sewer systemthat's being
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desi gned, a port and dock that's already been desi gned,
and we have DOT and ot her agenci es and conpani es that are
com ng out here to construct a landfill. Recently our
tri be, our housing departnent reverted back to AVCP, and
hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are
going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully
that will happen. And alternatives and -- ideas and
alternatives, | had sone ideas earlier before | cane up
here, but | kind of forgot them

But still, you know, | think it would be a good
i dea to cone out here again, |like before fishing season
starts. W wouldn't be having fishing for about a nonth
after breakup. And, you know, a | ot of people get
prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys
cone out here again, there will be a | ot of people here in
the community first week of June to August, Septenber.
And if you guys enphasize this again, | think it would be
a good idea. You know, we don't have very nuch
participants right now, although we -- you know, URS
call ed a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going
to have this comunity neeting and | advertised it
nunmerous tines and telling themthat they woul d be having
a neeting tonight.

MR. KUHLE: Anybody else? | think I"'1]

wap it up here. Like | said, we will be here and we w ||
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be glad to speak to you individually.

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think we always want
to express appreciation for the hospitality. The city has
done a |l ot of work to help us getting the neeting
organi zed and provi de | odgi ng and advertisi ng and
everything. And |I'mnot sure who brought us sone nice
weat her |ike that, but we had a great trip over from St.
Mary's this norning. So thank you very much for joining
us tonight. And visit a few mnutes after if you are
curi ous about the posters or any of that. And we wll
| ook forward to hearing nore fromsone of the folks in
Enmmonak.

MR. JAKE REDFOX: | have a question. M
nane is Jake Redfox. I'mwith the Gty of Emonak, the
vice mayor. | heard you nention earlier about this
mght -- this project, if it goes forward, it m ght affect
the Iditarod trail, is that correct?

MR. KUHLE: That's -- yes, that's correct.
The pipeline in particular, you know, com ng from Cook
I nl et through the Al aska Range, you know, there is --

MR JAKE REDFOX: Yeah. | know the
Iditarod has no -- is known worldw de, and it rarely cones
down to the | ower Yukon where we are from but it's --
It's known everywhere. |It's known over the whol e word.

And | don't know if the other comunities on the Kuskokw m
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are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a

| ot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never

really affected down in the |lower Yukon. | don't know
because we are fromthe Yukon, | suppose.

And how does it -- ny -- one of ny questions
was: It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe --

MR. KUHLE: Well, the pipeline wll be,
you know, in the vicinity of the trail or followng a
simlar route through the Al aska Range and, you know - -
and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear
concerns like that. And what we are doing at this point
I's, you know, we wll |ook at the route and | ook at ways
that -- to see if -- you know, if the inpacts could be
avoided or mnimzed. And that's, you know, pretty nuch

t he purpose of the EISis to look at all the alternatives.

30

Is there a way that, you know, any inpacts to the Iditarod

trail can be avoided, you know. |If not, are there ways to

m ni m ze those.

So you know, we wll be working wth, you know,
ot her agencies. BLMin particular owmns a lot of the | and
along the pipeline route, and the State Hi storic
Preservation O fice because of the historic value of the
trail. So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we

are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and

t hen, you know, identify the potential inpacts and | ooking
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for ways to avoid those and to mnimze themif they can't
be avoi ded.

MR JAKE REDFOX: Thank you. |'ve got
anot her question. Soneone nentioned about the air quality
of the mne. How does that affect our area? |Is there

concerns about that in the gold m ne?

MR, KUHLE: Well, it's definitely a
concern, yes. And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has
done, you know, air quality or, you know, | guess existing
air quality nonitoring for sone tinme now They wll, you

know, submt the results of those tests to URS, or have

already. URS will look at the information that's been
provi ded. You know, they will | ook at what's being
proposed for the project. You know, they wll | ook at

what the expected inpacts could be or what the air quality
is likely to be after the project is constructed, you
know, and if there is -- and then they wll | ook at ways
to avoid or mnimze those inpacts. How can those be
avoi ded, how bad is it, and can it be prevented. And, you
know, if the inpacts are severe enough, it's possible that
the permts would not be issued.

But you know, that's what -- the State wll be
issuing permts for air quality and water quality and, you
know, we will be issuing permts, and a | ot of agencies

Wil be issuing permts based on the EIS. So again, what
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we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you
know, | ooking at the existing environnent, what's being
proposed and how that's going to affect the environnent
and what can be done to, you know, avoid or mnimze or
mtigate any inpacts that that --

MR. JAKE REDFOX: Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thanks.

MR. BRELSFORD: Don, nmaybe to put in
perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would
not block the trail. It's close to the trail for a
segnent, about 50 miles, if |I renenber right. There could
be di sturbance during construction, you know, when the
side boomtrucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.
After that the pipe is covered over. So there could be
sone visual inpacts, but that's -- it's not going to
di srupt the race or, you know, nean the race can't
continue fromyear to year. |It's a different kind of
I npact that we wll try to | ook at.

MR. KUHLE: Any other thoughts or

comments, questions? Gkay. Thanks for comng. And |ike

| said, we will be here for alittle while, and we are
glad -- if you are nore confortable speaking directly with
us, we will be glad to do that as well.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 7:20 p.m)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We ought to get underway, 



            3    Don.  We have some loyal customers with really good 



            4    questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation 



            5    to start?  



            6              (Invocation offered by Wilbur Hootch.)



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:   So Don, I think we are 



            8    ready to get started here.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Welcome to the scoping 



           10    meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact 



           11    statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle 



           12    with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the project 



           13    manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two people from 



           14    URS Alaska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in 



           15    preparing the EIS.  They are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie 



           16    Alexie.  And they will be helping me with the presentation 



           17    tonight.  We also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and 



           18    she will be preparing a transcript of the meeting for the 



           19    record.  



           20              This is the agenda for today, just to give you 



           21    an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will 



           22    talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS 



           23    project milestones, and then we want to provide a basic 



           24    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  



           25    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of 
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            1    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved, 



            2    and we will tell you how to do that.  



            3              Feel free to ask questions as we go.  If you do 



            4    have questions or comments, though, please state your name 



            5    clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the 



            6    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation 



            7    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.  



            8              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a 



            9    mine project that will require federal and State permits.  



           10    And in order to comply with the National Environmental 



           11    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the 



           12    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a 



           13    proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project.  This 



           14    is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in 



           15    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other 



           16    agencies.  



           17              And scoping meetings are the first step in the 



           18    EIS process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public 



           19    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources 



           20    under the National Historic Preservation Act.  And the 



           21    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes 



           22    through government-to-government consultation.  



           23              This map gives an orientation of the project 



           24    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



           25    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and 
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            1    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little 



            2    development to date and no existing roads to the region.  



            3    The map shows that existing transportation and energy 



            4    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral 



            5    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new 



            6    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  And it 



            7    would all be subject to permitting before the project 



            8    could proceed.  



            9              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



           10    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



           11    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from 



           12    west coast ports.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch 



           13    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to 



           14    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to 



           15    Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And the fuel and 



           16    supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-loaded at 



           17    a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  And there would be a new 



           18    pipeline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.  



           19              Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and 



           20    we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first 



           21    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 



           22    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



           23    affecting the quality of the human environment.  And in 



           24    this case Donlin Gold has submitted application for 



           25    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and 
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            1    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of 



            2    these permits would be a major federal action and require 



            3    an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts of the 



            4    proposed project.  



            5              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



            6    regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other 



            7    agencies to make their permit decisions.  And in addition 



            8    to complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to 



            9    complete a public interest review and an analysis under 



           10    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires 



           11    that we select the least environmentally damaging 



           12    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the 



           13    information necessary for these analyses into the EIS.  



           14              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and 



           15    the regional organization will work together on the EIS.  



           16    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their 



           17    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.  



           18    As I said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies 



           19    to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will not, 



           20    however, replace their normal permitting authorities and 



           21    processes.  We have one of our cooperating agency -- or 



           22    actually two representatives from our cooperating agencies 



           23    with us, and I'd like to invite them to introduce 



           24    themselves and say a few words about the roles of their 



           25    agencies in the EIS process.  Jeff Bruno with the State.  
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            1                    MR. BRUNO:  Can I just speak loud?  My 



            2    name is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska.  I work with 



            3    specifically Department of Natural Resources, and I'm the 



            4    State lead on this project.  The State has agreed to be a 



            5    cooperating agency, and what that means is that the State 



            6    is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to 



            7    assisting the Corps in completing an EIS.  



            8              Additionally, we have our own permitting 



            9    process, so that's important to know.  And Don has a slide 



           10    a little later that explains some of the major permits 



           11    that the State will be involved with.  And that will kind 



           12    of happen -- you know, either some of them will happen 



           13    while all of this is going on and some of them just after 



           14    this process ends.  So we will be assisting Don with that.  



           15              Additionally, we have Sarah Yoder from the 



           16    Department of Health and Social Services with us, and 



           17    she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and 



           18    I'm going to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of 



           19    what she's doing.  And I think it's important to this 



           20    project.  



           21                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Jeff said, 



           22    my name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of 



           23    Health and Social Services, and I work in the Health 



           24    Impact Assessment Program.  The health impact assessment 



           25    is a process that looks at the potential positive and 
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            1    negative health effects of the project, and in its report 



            2    discusses the potential health effects and then provides 



            3    suggestions on ways to mitigate those.  And the health 



            4    impact assessment is not a requirement, so it will be an 



            5    appendix to the EIS.  But if you have any questions or 



            6    comments related to health, please feel free to come talk 



            7    to me.  



            8                    MR. BRUNO:  One last thing I want to add 



            9    also on this is not just Department of Natural Resources, 



           10    but also the Department of Fish & Game is also a 



           11    cooperating agency and then the Department of 



           12    Environmental Conservation -- I think I forgot to mention 



           13    that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we 



           14    have a well-rounded group to assist Don and URS on this 



           15    project.



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.  



           17              The Donlin Gold Project will require many 



           18    federal permits and consultations, and this slide provides 



           19    several examples, and I'll highlight two of these and 



           20    invite you to read the rest.  Since the project would 



           21    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United 



           22    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit 



           23    decisions as to whether or not to authorize the fill.  And 



           24    since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau 



           25    of Land Management lands, BLM will need to evaluate a 
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            1    right-of-way application.  You can find a more 



            2    comprehensive list of required permits in the Donlin Gold 



            3    permit application, which can be found on the project 



            4    website, donlingoldeis.com.  



            5              This slide shows that there are also many 



            6    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example, 



            7    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on 



            8    State land, so the Department of Natural Resources would 



            9    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of 



           10    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities 



           11    for water and air quality permits, and the Department of 



           12    Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect 



           13    fish habitat.  Also the Corps will consult with the State 



           14    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and 



           15    historic resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list 



           16    can be found on the project website.  



           17              So this is an overview of the permits.  This 



           18    overview of the permits shows why the various federal and 



           19    State agencies are involved in the EIS.  And we will now 



           20    turn to the milestones in an EIS.  



           21              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in 



           22    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six 



           23    major steps that will be taken from now until November of 



           24    2015.  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published 



           25    in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012, and that 
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            1    initiated the EIS.  And scoping began on that date and 



            2    continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this 



            3    month.  The scoping involves public meetings and other 



            4    methods to provide information and gather comments, and 



            5    that's why we're here today.  



            6              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and 



            7    the cooperating agencies using information from the 



            8    scoping process, along with the information provided by 



            9    Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deems 



           10    necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, which is 



           11    expected to be completed by August 2014.  That's an 



           12    estimated date, and it could shift.  There will then be an 



           13    opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, which will 



           14    be projected to be from August through November of 2014.  



           15    At that time you will be able to see how your comments 



           16    from the scoping period were addressed, and there will be 



           17    another round of public meetings and opportunities to 



           18    submit comments on the draft EIS.  



           19              The draft EIS and any comments received will 



           20    then be used to prepare the final EIS, which is projected 



           21    at this time to be completed by October 2015.  And then 



           22    the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to 



           23    prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their 



           24    individual permitting decisions.  



           25              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on 
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            1    the chart here.  They refer to the public involvement 



            2    opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS 



            3    comment period.  And those are the best opportunities to 



            4    provide input and make sure that your concerns are heard.  



            5              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



            6    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



            7    region, and this can be broken into four areas.  The first 



            8    is to provide information about EIS milestones, and we 



            9    have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an 



           10    idea of the time frame involved.  The second is to share 



           11    information about the proposed project, and we will be 



           12    doing that shortly in our presentation tonight.  And you 



           13    can also find information on the project website and in 



           14    newsletters that are being mailed out to all the 



           15    households in the affected area.  



           16              The last two are to identify issues and concerns 



           17    to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process and to 



           18    identify useful information from communities.  And we are 



           19    counting on you to help us with these.  And we would like 



           20    to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS 



           21    and if you have information that we can use to make 



           22    informed decisions.  



           23              This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping 



           24    meetings that we have had and will have in the future.  We 



           25    have -- there has been 13 community meetings in the 
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            1    project area and one in Anchorage.  And as I said, scoping 



            2    ends March 29th.  In January we went out to Crooked Creek, 



            3    Aniak, Bethel, and we had a meeting in Anchorage, also.  



            4    February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath, 



            5    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  Last night we were 



            6    in St. Mary's.  Tonight we are in Emmonak.  And next week 



            7    we will finish up with Holy Cross and Kongiganak.  



            8              This map is busy, but the color scheme 



            9    represents the many subregions of the project area and 



           10    helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For 



           11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



           12    villages which are nearest the proposed project site.  And 



           13    in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek 



           14    because it's the closest to the project area, and also in 



           15    Aniak because it's the subregional hub.  For the other 



           16    subregions we are having meetings -- have and will be 



           17    having meetings similarly held in the subregional hubs.  



           18              We will now move on to a summary of the mining 



           19    project proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is 



           20    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers 



           21    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the 



           22    cooperating agencies in order to make permitting 



           23    decisions.  



           24              Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two 



           25    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and 
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            1    NovaGold.  The Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands 



            2    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista 



            3    Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim 



            4    Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a 



            5    very large project.  It's expected to produce over 



            6    1,000,000 ounces of gold per year for a mining life span 



            7    of 27 and a half years, during which time it will produce 



            8    or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.  



            9              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would 



           10    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



           11    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK 



           12    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that 



           13    might be affected by the project.  For many communities, 



           14    the project might affect lands and resources that are used 



           15    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This 



           16    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements 



           17    with many permits required and many agencies involved.  



           18              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 



           19    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has 



           20    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 



           21    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit 



           22    applications.  We are now starting the three-year 



           23    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the 



           24    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process, 



           25    the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their 
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            1    permits.  If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can 



            2    proceed with three to four years of construction and an 



            3    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  



            4              At the conclusion of the active life of the 



            5    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and 



            6    reclamation.  And this includes decommissioning the mill 



            7    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste 



            8    treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the 



            9    waste rock storage facilities.  The land would be 



           10    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.  



           11              I'll now turn to the major components of the 



           12    project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The 



           13    pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the 



           14    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold.  It would 



           15    not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, 



           16    the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using 



           17    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 



           18    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this 



           19    technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



           20    three forks of the George River.  



           21              The image of the block valve on the right side 



           22    shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced 



           23    off so that it would not block access to subsistence use 



           24    areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years 



           25    to provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance 
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            1    by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create 



            2    a road along the right-of-way, and the design would allow 



            3    access, but after construction no improved access for 



            4    vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.  



            5              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



            6    at Beluga on upper Cook Inlet.  It would cross the Alaska 



            7    Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the 



            8    Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue 



            9    west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline 



           10    would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM 



           11    lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.  



           12              I'd like you to note the blue segment near the 



           13    middle of the slide.  This is an alternative pipeline 



           14    corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the 



           15    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally 



           16    proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the 



           17    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified 



           18    the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and 



           19    it will be examined during geotechnical investigations 



           20    this coming summer.  



           21              This slide shows the major project components at 



           22    the mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.  



           23    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover 



           24    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide, 



           25    and 1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings 
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            1    impoundment, which is technically referred to as the waste 



            2    treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres, 



            3    or three and a half square miles.  And tailings refer to 



            4    the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold 



            5    has been removed from the mill.  Number three is the waste 



            6    rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and 



            7    waste rock is the rock that is removed to get to the 



            8    gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the 



            9    mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.  



           10              This is an overview of the major transportation 



           11    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port 



           12    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to 



           13    the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near 



           14    Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were 



           15    barged upriver.  From there they would be trucked to the 



           16    mine site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also 



           17    be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a 



           18    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine 



           19    site.  



           20              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



           21    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



           22    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total of 26 acres.  



           23    The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on 



           24    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel, 



           25    and the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  
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            1              The navigation season would average 110 days per 



            2    year, and there would be about three barge tow passings 



            3    per day.  That means that if you would be standing 



            4    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to 



            5    see three barge tows per day.  It might be two up and one 



            6    down or one up and two down.  But you could expect to see 



            7    three per day.  And each barge tow would be pushing four 



            8    barges.  



            9              There would be an average of 64 barge tows and 



           10    58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry 550 



           11    tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons 



           12    each.  And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and 



           13    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same both 



           14    during construction and during operation of the project.  



           15              Additional infrastructure includes a 



           16    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 



           17    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes 



           18    some small remote camps for pipeline construction.  And 



           19    the permanent camp would have 600 beds and support a 



           20    workforce of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning 



           21    that only about half the total workforce would be on site 



           22    at any given time.  



           23              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping 



           24    meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we 



           25    will turn to several slides with examples of those issues 
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            1    and concerns.  



            2              One major area is water resources.  The project 



            3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted 



            4    water, but there could still be some concerns.  Some 



            5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other 



            6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around the 



            7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to 



            8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as 



            9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of 



           10    the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of 



           11    the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again 



           12    could affect nearby streams.  Some of the rock, when 



           13    exposed to the elements, could generate acid or leach 



           14    metals.  So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff would 



           15    have to be carefully managed to avoid contaminating the 



           16    waters outside of the mine site.  



           17              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



           18    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several 



           19    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



           20    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust 



           21    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste 



           22    rock and ore.  Climate change is a growing concern that 



           23    would need to be considered, as large amounts of 



           24    hydrocarbons will be burned.  



           25              And mercury will be looked at in several areas.  
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            1    Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury could be 



            2    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack 



            3    emissions could occur during the milling process, and any 



            4    mercury co-product would require careful storage and 



            5    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and 



            6    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures 



            7    and good response plans would be crucial in preventing 



            8    spills.  



            9              Other major issues and concerns include 



           10    wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



           11    subsistence and traditional land use.  The proposed 



           12    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this, 



           13    approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and 



           14    related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along 



           15    the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by 



           16    excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other 



           17    disturbance.  And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  



           18              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or 



           19    reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300 



           20    acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of 



           21    individual animals.  We have already discussed barge 



           22    traffic and noted that there would be a substantial 



           23    increase.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would 



           24    be affected by the loss of lands to development.  



           25              Here are more examples of issues and concerns.  
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            1    And these are focused on the communities, cultural 



            2    resources, and recreation.  There would be a huge new 



            3    workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the 



            4    permanent operation of the mine.  This would bring new 



            5    employment and income, but also many effects on community 



            6    life and human health.  Historical and archeological sites 



            7    and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area 



            8    might be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and 



            9    visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be 



           10    affected by new structures and mining operations.  



           11              To conclude, we know that this proposed project 



           12    and the lands and resources are important to you, and we 



           13    would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get 



           14    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most 



           15    important thing by being here today and participating in 



           16    the scoping meeting.  



           17              To find more information and to submit a comment 



           18    form, you can visit the project website.  That's 



           19    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly at my 



           20    phone number or e-mail address that are provided on the 



           21    slide.  For tribal matters you can contact our tribal 



           22    liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number and e-mail 



           23    address are also on the slide.  Amanda and I have had two 



           24    tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating 



           25    agency status or government-to-government consultation on 
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            1    the project, and we expect to have more.  Tribal 



            2    governments have the opportunity to enter into 



            3    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate 



            4    process from cooperating agency status and the EIS 



            5    process.  



            6              Now we would like to hear any questions or 



            7    comments you may have, and we want to document your 



            8    comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your 



            9    name if you do speak or provide comments.  And here are 



           10    some ideas about the types of comments that are helpful in 



           11    the scoping process.  We are looking for issues and 



           12    estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS.  We want to 



           13    identify potential impacts and effects on resources.  We 



           14    would like to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives, 



           15    and we would like to find out about any important 



           16    information about -- available in your community.  And if 



           17    you do have any written comments, we ask that you leave a 



           18    copy with our court -- our recorder.  



           19              So that's the end of the presentation.  I will 



           20    ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would 



           21    like to hear them.  We will be here.  We could speak with 



           22    you individually, as well, if you have questions.  



           23              Again, I -- there is lots of information on the 



           24    project website, donlingoldeis.com.  And again, all our 



           25    contact information was on the slide.  We will be glad to 
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            1    give it to you afterwards.  So as I said, we will be here 



            2    for a little while yet and be glad to answer any 



            3    questions.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to warm up some 



            5    of the discussion, the mayor, Wilbur, was talking with me 



            6    beforehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of 



            7    impacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or 



            8    the Kuskokwim River, and then what kind of impacts might 



            9    extend all the way across the Calista region on to the 



           10    lower Yukon River and so on.  I don't know if you want to 



           11    make any of those additional -- those comments again for 



           12    the transcript, Wilbur, if you want to bring up some of 



           13    that discussion again.



           14                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  My name is Wilbur 



           15    Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak.  About a decade 



           16    ago or even more ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin -- 



           17    when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin 



           18    Creek?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  It was originally called 



           20    Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin Gold 



           21    Project.



           22                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  You know, when it 



           23    first started, when the agencies like Calista and other 



           24    agencies that came ten, 15 years ago, they emphasized 



           25    something about the Yukon, but to me our people out there 
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            1    never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked 



            2    about it won't affect the Yukon.  



            3              But you know, the -- the Kuskokwim area has 



            4    been -- that upper area has been mined for many decades, 



            5    you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s.  And they have 



            6    a lot of, what you call that, mercury and some kind of 



            7    poison.  I forgot what they call it.  But some of our 



            8    people back then, they mentioned that -- I don't think it 



            9    will affect the Yukon but, you know, when I talked with 



           10    Taylor, he mentioned something about the acid or something 



           11    that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in 



           12    our region.  And I think that would be part of that effect 



           13    that will come to our region out here at the mouth of the 



           14    Yukon River.  



           15              And another thing I was kind of wondering about 



           16    is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural 



           17    gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know.  They could do 



           18    like some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from 



           19    out from our region instead of the Cook Inlet area.  I 



           20    think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to 



           21    Cook Inlet, but I don't know.  It's just from, you know, 



           22    reading about it and looking at your -- your -- your maps 



           23    and whatnot.  



           24              I don't think our region out here never really, 



           25    you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us 
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            1    because, you know, a lot of times I read in the paper or 



            2    heard about the Kuskokwim, you know.  Like I said, they 



            3    have been mining that river for 50, 60 years.  And they 



            4    have a lot of mercury and acid in their river, when our 



            5    Yukon, you know, don't have that much mercury or acid.  



            6              I really don't know what to say now.  I'll 



            7    probably just go around and around.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  This is Taylor again.  And 



           10    we were actually talking about some of the comments from 



           11    the other villages on the Yukon River.  This meeting in 



           12    St. Mary's last night, people were asking questions about 



           13    air quality and about emissions that might travel and land 



           14    on lands and habitat on the Yukon River side.  So some of 



           15    it was talking about other comments from nearby villages 



           16    on the Yukon River.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else have comments or 



           18    questions?  Did you want me to respond there, Taylor?  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  No.  When Sarah was 



           20    talking about human health impacts, there was a really 



           21    interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that 



           22    I think is worth mentioning.  



           23              One of the Elders was asking about health 



           24    impacts from -- to the workers.  So the men and women who 



           25    would work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the 
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            1    dust or inside the mill, she was asking how do you protect 



            2    their health over time so that years and years later 



            3    they -- would they end up with cancer or some kind of 



            4    illness because of working in the mine.  So I think that's 



            5    a really great example of a health question, an open 



            6    question about health for us to look into.  And after that 



            7    comment from St. Mary's, this would be a question to look 



            8    into more carefully in the draft EIS.  It's one health 



            9    impact question that we are going to have to look at 



           10    really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers 



           11    at the mine.



           12                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Can I give some 



           13    alternatives?  Can I say something about ideas about 



           14    alternatives?



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes, please.  I'm running 



           16    out of ideas.



           17                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Hello.  My name is 



           18    Wilbur again.  These scoping ideas of scoping and 



           19    comments, our region here way down on the lower Yukon, we 



           20    are the regional hub of three, four different villages, 



           21    and we are building a port and dock here in the community.  



           22    They started that design phase.  And the last couple of 



           23    weeks representatives from our region, like the Yukon 



           24    Delta Fishing Development Association, the Calista 



           25    Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some 
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            1    monies to build our port here in the community.  And they 



            2    are talking about liquid -- what you call that, natural 



            3    liquefied gases that's going to be coming from, like, 



            4    Fairbanks area, barged down.  



            5              About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got 



            6    involved with oil exploration.  And our corporation said 



            7    there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oil 



            8    out here.  But, you know, I think they didn't want our 



            9    region to, you know, get some kind of, you know, economic 



           10    expansion.  



           11              And our fishing industry used to be really good, 



           12    you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you 



           13    know, we are starting all over again.  And our people are 



           14    in need of, you know, jobs.  And I think, you know, with 



           15    all these construction companies or agencies that award 



           16    monies to our communities, we always try to emphasize what 



           17    you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce 



           18    that we try to do, some kind of -- it's almost like 



           19    Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, community job.  And, you 



           20    know, we get good-paying jobs from construction, like this 



           21    port work.  We are getting our community roads, and there 



           22    is all kinds of projects.  We are going to get a new 



           23    water/sewer system.  



           24              But, you know -- but some of our young people, 



           25    we try to emphasize to them that this Donlin Gold is, you 
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            1    know, another alternative for our young people to, you 



            2    know, work there.  And to me it's not emphasized more -- 



            3    it's not emphasized to our region.  Last time we had a 



            4    meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was like, you 



            5    know, a decade ago.  And you know, after that we never did 



            6    get any kind of information from them.  And, you know, I 



            7    think it's a good idea, you know, for people to come, you 



            8    know, like you guys, environmental, Army Corps of 



            9    Engineers, your program and Donlin Gold to come out here 



           10    and express what's coming up in the future, you know, and 



           11    educate it to our young, you know, our high school people 



           12    or, you know, to the community.  And I think it's a good 



           13    thing.  



           14              A lot of times I read about Kuskokwim area, 



           15    they -- they get a lot of information from the Donlin 



           16    Gold.  They -- you know, seems like they are having a lot 



           17    of meetings over there, and seems like we are being left 



           18    out here around the mouth of the Yukon.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.



           20                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  I was going to talk 



           21    about -- Hello.  My name is Wilbur.  Wilbur once again.  



           22    As for alternatives, I think, you know, these 



           23    alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's 



           24    collapsed, you know, we -- you know, like I said earlier, 



           25    we are getting a new water/sewer system that's being 
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            1    designed, a port and dock that's already been designed, 



            2    and we have DOT and other agencies and companies that are 



            3    coming out here to construct a landfill.  Recently our 



            4    tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and 



            5    hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are 



            6    going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully 



            7    that will happen.  And alternatives and -- ideas and 



            8    alternatives, I had some ideas earlier before I came up 



            9    here, but I kind of forgot them.  



           10              But still, you know, I think it would be a good 



           11    idea to come out here again, like before fishing season 



           12    starts.  We wouldn't be having fishing for about a month 



           13    after breakup.  And, you know, a lot of people get 



           14    prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys 



           15    come out here again, there will be a lot of people here in 



           16    the community first week of June to August, September.  



           17    And if you guys emphasize this again, I think it would be 



           18    a good idea.  You know, we don't have very much 



           19    participants right now, although we -- you know, URS 



           20    called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going 



           21    to have this community meeting and I advertised it 



           22    numerous times and telling them that they would be having 



           23    a meeting tonight.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else?  I think I'll 



           25    wrap it up here.  Like I said, we will be here and we will 
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            1    be glad to speak to you individually.  



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think we always want 



            3    to express appreciation for the hospitality.  The city has 



            4    done a lot of work to help us getting the meeting 



            5    organized and provide lodging and advertising and 



            6    everything.  And I'm not sure who brought us some nice 



            7    weather like that, but we had a great trip over from St. 



            8    Mary's this morning.  So thank you very much for joining 



            9    us tonight.  And visit a few minutes after if you are 



           10    curious about the posters or any of that.  And we will 



           11    look forward to hearing more from some of the folks in 



           12    Emmonak.  



           13                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  I have a question.  My 



           14    name is Jake Redfox.  I'm with the City of Emmonak, the 



           15    vice mayor.  I heard you mention earlier about this 



           16    might -- this project, if it goes forward, it might affect 



           17    the Iditarod trail, is that correct?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  That's -- yes, that's correct.  



           19    The pipeline in particular, you know, coming from Cook 



           20    Inlet through the Alaska Range, you know, there is -- 



           21                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Yeah.  I know the 



           22    Iditarod has no -- is known worldwide, and it rarely comes 



           23    down to the lower Yukon where we are from, but it's -- 



           24    it's known everywhere.  It's known over the whole word.  



           25    And I don't know if the other communities on the Kuskokwim 
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            1    are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a 



            2    lot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never 



            3    really affected down in the lower Yukon.  I don't know 



            4    because we are from the Yukon, I suppose.  



            5              And how does it -- my -- one of my questions 



            6    was:  It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe -- 



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the pipeline will be, 



            8    you know, in the vicinity of the trail or following a 



            9    similar route through the Alaska Range and, you know -- 



           10    and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear 



           11    concerns like that.  And what we are doing at this point 



           12    is, you know, we will look at the route and look at ways 



           13    that -- to see if -- you know, if the impacts could be 



           14    avoided or minimized.  And that's, you know, pretty much 



           15    the purpose of the EIS is to look at all the alternatives.  



           16    Is there a way that, you know, any impacts to the Iditarod 



           17    trail can be avoided, you know.  If not, are there ways to 



           18    minimize those.  



           19              So you know, we will be working with, you know, 



           20    other agencies.  BLM in particular owns a lot of the land 



           21    along the pipeline route, and the State Historic 



           22    Preservation Office because of the historic value of the 



           23    trail.  So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we 



           24    are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and 



           25    then, you know, identify the potential impacts and looking 
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            1    for ways to avoid those and to minimize them if they can't 



            2    be avoided.  



            3                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.  I've got 



            4    another question.  Someone mentioned about the air quality 



            5    of the mine.  How does that affect our area?  Is there 



            6    concerns about that in the gold mine?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's definitely a 



            8    concern, yes.  And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has 



            9    done, you know, air quality or, you know, I guess existing 



           10    air quality monitoring for some time now.  They will, you 



           11    know, submit the results of those tests to URS, or have 



           12    already.  URS will look at the information that's been 



           13    provided.  You know, they will look at what's being 



           14    proposed for the project.  You know, they will look at 



           15    what the expected impacts could be or what the air quality 



           16    is likely to be after the project is constructed, you 



           17    know, and if there is -- and then they will look at ways 



           18    to avoid or minimize those impacts.  How can those be 



           19    avoided, how bad is it, and can it be prevented.  And, you 



           20    know, if the impacts are severe enough, it's possible that 



           21    the permits would not be issued.  



           22              But you know, that's what -- the State will be 



           23    issuing permits for air quality and water quality and, you 



           24    know, we will be issuing permits, and a lot of agencies 



           25    will be issuing permits based on the EIS.  So again, what 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        32







            1    we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you 



            2    know, looking at the existing environment, what's being 



            3    proposed and how that's going to affect the environment 



            4    and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimize or 



            5    mitigate any impacts that that -- 



            6                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Thanks.  



            8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to put in 



            9    perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would 



           10    not block the trail.  It's close to the trail for a 



           11    segment, about 50 miles, if I remember right.  There could 



           12    be disturbance during construction, you know, when the 



           13    side boom trucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.  



           14    After that the pipe is covered over.  So there could be 



           15    some visual impacts, but that's -- it's not going to 



           16    disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't 



           17    continue from year to year.  It's a different kind of 



           18    impact that we will try to look at.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other thoughts or 



           20    comments, questions?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And like 



           21    I said, we will be here for a little while, and we are 



           22    glad -- if you are more comfortable speaking directly with 



           23    us, we will be glad to do that as well.  



           24               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)



           25               
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We ought to get underway,

  3    Don.  We have some loyal customers with really good

  4    questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation

  5    to start?

  6              (Invocation offered by Wilbur Hootch.)

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:   So Don, I think we are

  8    ready to get started here.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Welcome to the scoping

 10    meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact

 11    statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle

 12    with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the project

 13    manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two people from

 14    URS Alaska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in

 15    preparing the EIS.  They are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie

 16    Alexie.  And they will be helping me with the presentation

 17    tonight.  We also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and

 18    she will be preparing a transcript of the meeting for the

 19    record.

 20              This is the agenda for today, just to give you

 21    an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will

 22    talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS

 23    project milestones, and then we want to provide a basic

 24    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.

 25    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
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  1    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,

  2    and we will tell you how to do that.

  3              Feel free to ask questions as we go.  If you do

  4    have questions or comments, though, please state your name

  5    clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the

  6    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation

  7    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.

  8              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a

  9    mine project that will require federal and State permits.

 10    And in order to comply with the National Environmental

 11    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the

 12    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a

 13    proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project.  This

 14    is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in

 15    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other

 16    agencies.

 17              And scoping meetings are the first step in the

 18    EIS process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public

 19    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources

 20    under the National Historic Preservation Act.  And the

 21    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes

 22    through government-to-government consultation.

 23              This map gives an orientation of the project

 24    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

 25    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
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  1    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little

  2    development to date and no existing roads to the region.

  3    The map shows that existing transportation and energy

  4    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral

  5    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new

  6    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  And it

  7    would all be subject to permitting before the project

  8    could proceed.

  9              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

 10    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

 11    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from

 12    west coast ports.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch

 13    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to

 14    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to

 15    Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And the fuel and

 16    supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-loaded at

 17    a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  And there would be a new

 18    pipeline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.

 19              Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and

 20    we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first

 21    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,

 22    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

 23    affecting the quality of the human environment.  And in

 24    this case Donlin Gold has submitted application for

 25    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
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  1    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of

  2    these permits would be a major federal action and require

  3    an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts of the

  4    proposed project.

  5              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

  6    regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other

  7    agencies to make their permit decisions.  And in addition

  8    to complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to

  9    complete a public interest review and an analysis under

 10    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires

 11    that we select the least environmentally damaging

 12    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the

 13    information necessary for these analyses into the EIS.

 14              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and

 15    the regional organization will work together on the EIS.

 16    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their

 17    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.

 18    As I said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies

 19    to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will not,

 20    however, replace their normal permitting authorities and

 21    processes.  We have one of our cooperating agency -- or

 22    actually two representatives from our cooperating agencies

 23    with us, and I'd like to invite them to introduce

 24    themselves and say a few words about the roles of their

 25    agencies in the EIS process.  Jeff Bruno with the State.
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  1                    MR. BRUNO:  Can I just speak loud?  My

  2    name is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska.  I work with

  3    specifically Department of Natural Resources, and I'm the

  4    State lead on this project.  The State has agreed to be a

  5    cooperating agency, and what that means is that the State

  6    is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to

  7    assisting the Corps in completing an EIS.

  8              Additionally, we have our own permitting

  9    process, so that's important to know.  And Don has a slide

 10    a little later that explains some of the major permits

 11    that the State will be involved with.  And that will kind

 12    of happen -- you know, either some of them will happen

 13    while all of this is going on and some of them just after

 14    this process ends.  So we will be assisting Don with that.

 15              Additionally, we have Sarah Yoder from the

 16    Department of Health and Social Services with us, and

 17    she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and

 18    I'm going to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of

 19    what she's doing.  And I think it's important to this

 20    project.

 21                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Jeff said,

 22    my name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of

 23    Health and Social Services, and I work in the Health

 24    Impact Assessment Program.  The health impact assessment

 25    is a process that looks at the potential positive and
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  1    negative health effects of the project, and in its report

  2    discusses the potential health effects and then provides

  3    suggestions on ways to mitigate those.  And the health

  4    impact assessment is not a requirement, so it will be an

  5    appendix to the EIS.  But if you have any questions or

  6    comments related to health, please feel free to come talk

  7    to me.

  8                    MR. BRUNO:  One last thing I want to add

  9    also on this is not just Department of Natural Resources,

 10    but also the Department of Fish & Game is also a

 11    cooperating agency and then the Department of

 12    Environmental Conservation -- I think I forgot to mention

 13    that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we

 14    have a well-rounded group to assist Don and URS on this

 15    project.

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.

 17              The Donlin Gold Project will require many

 18    federal permits and consultations, and this slide provides

 19    several examples, and I'll highlight two of these and

 20    invite you to read the rest.  Since the project would

 21    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United

 22    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit

 23    decisions as to whether or not to authorize the fill.  And

 24    since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau

 25    of Land Management lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
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  1    right-of-way application.  You can find a more

  2    comprehensive list of required permits in the Donlin Gold

  3    permit application, which can be found on the project

  4    website, donlingoldeis.com.

  5              This slide shows that there are also many

  6    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,

  7    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on

  8    State land, so the Department of Natural Resources would

  9    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of

 10    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities

 11    for water and air quality permits, and the Department of

 12    Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect

 13    fish habitat.  Also the Corps will consult with the State

 14    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and

 15    historic resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list

 16    can be found on the project website.

 17              So this is an overview of the permits.  This

 18    overview of the permits shows why the various federal and

 19    State agencies are involved in the EIS.  And we will now

 20    turn to the milestones in an EIS.

 21              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in

 22    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six

 23    major steps that will be taken from now until November of

 24    2015.  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published

 25    in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012, and that
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  1    initiated the EIS.  And scoping began on that date and

  2    continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this

  3    month.  The scoping involves public meetings and other

  4    methods to provide information and gather comments, and

  5    that's why we're here today.

  6              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and

  7    the cooperating agencies using information from the

  8    scoping process, along with the information provided by

  9    Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deems

 10    necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, which is

 11    expected to be completed by August 2014.  That's an

 12    estimated date, and it could shift.  There will then be an

 13    opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, which will

 14    be projected to be from August through November of 2014.

 15    At that time you will be able to see how your comments

 16    from the scoping period were addressed, and there will be

 17    another round of public meetings and opportunities to

 18    submit comments on the draft EIS.

 19              The draft EIS and any comments received will

 20    then be used to prepare the final EIS, which is projected

 21    at this time to be completed by October 2015.  And then

 22    the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to

 23    prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their

 24    individual permitting decisions.

 25              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on
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  1    the chart here.  They refer to the public involvement

  2    opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS

  3    comment period.  And those are the best opportunities to

  4    provide input and make sure that your concerns are heard.

  5              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

  6    information and to listen to residents in the affected

  7    region, and this can be broken into four areas.  The first

  8    is to provide information about EIS milestones, and we

  9    have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an

 10    idea of the time frame involved.  The second is to share

 11    information about the proposed project, and we will be

 12    doing that shortly in our presentation tonight.  And you

 13    can also find information on the project website and in

 14    newsletters that are being mailed out to all the

 15    households in the affected area.

 16              The last two are to identify issues and concerns

 17    to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process and to

 18    identify useful information from communities.  And we are

 19    counting on you to help us with these.  And we would like

 20    to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS

 21    and if you have information that we can use to make

 22    informed decisions.

 23              This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping

 24    meetings that we have had and will have in the future.  We

 25    have -- there has been 13 community meetings in the

00012

  1    project area and one in Anchorage.  And as I said, scoping

  2    ends March 29th.  In January we went out to Crooked Creek,

  3    Aniak, Bethel, and we had a meeting in Anchorage, also.

  4    February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,

  5    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  Last night we were

  6    in St. Mary's.  Tonight we are in Emmonak.  And next week

  7    we will finish up with Holy Cross and Kongiganak.

  8              This map is busy, but the color scheme

  9    represents the many subregions of the project area and

 10    helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For

 11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

 12    villages which are nearest the proposed project site.  And

 13    in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek

 14    because it's the closest to the project area, and also in

 15    Aniak because it's the subregional hub.  For the other

 16    subregions we are having meetings -- have and will be

 17    having meetings similarly held in the subregional hubs.

 18              We will now move on to a summary of the mining

 19    project proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is

 20    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers

 21    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the

 22    cooperating agencies in order to make permitting

 23    decisions.

 24              Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two

 25    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
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  1    NovaGold.  The Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands

  2    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista

  3    Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim

  4    Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a

  5    very large project.  It's expected to produce over

  6    1,000,000 ounces of gold per year for a mining life span

  7    of 27 and a half years, during which time it will produce

  8    or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

  9              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would

 10    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

 11    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK

 12    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that

 13    might be affected by the project.  For many communities,

 14    the project might affect lands and resources that are used

 15    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This

 16    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements

 17    with many permits required and many agencies involved.

 18              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows

 19    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has

 20    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies

 21    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit

 22    applications.  We are now starting the three-year

 23    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the

 24    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,

 25    the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
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  1    permits.  If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can

  2    proceed with three to four years of construction and an

  3    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

  4              At the conclusion of the active life of the

  5    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and

  6    reclamation.  And this includes decommissioning the mill

  7    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste

  8    treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the

  9    waste rock storage facilities.  The land would be

 10    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.

 11              I'll now turn to the major components of the

 12    project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The

 13    pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the

 14    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold.  It would

 15    not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers,

 16    the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using

 17    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the

 18    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this

 19    technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

 20    three forks of the George River.

 21              The image of the block valve on the right side

 22    shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced

 23    off so that it would not block access to subsistence use

 24    areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years

 25    to provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance
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  1    by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create

  2    a road along the right-of-way, and the design would allow

  3    access, but after construction no improved access for

  4    vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.

  5              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

  6    at Beluga on upper Cook Inlet.  It would cross the Alaska

  7    Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the

  8    Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue

  9    west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline

 10    would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM

 11    lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.

 12              I'd like you to note the blue segment near the

 13    middle of the slide.  This is an alternative pipeline

 14    corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the

 15    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally

 16    proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the

 17    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified

 18    the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and

 19    it will be examined during geotechnical investigations

 20    this coming summer.

 21              This slide shows the major project components at

 22    the mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.

 23    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover

 24    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,

 25    and 1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings
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  1    impoundment, which is technically referred to as the waste

  2    treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres,

  3    or three and a half square miles.  And tailings refer to

  4    the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold

  5    has been removed from the mill.  Number three is the waste

  6    rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and

  7    waste rock is the rock that is removed to get to the

  8    gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the

  9    mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

 10              This is an overview of the major transportation

 11    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port

 12    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to

 13    the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near

 14    Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were

 15    barged upriver.  From there they would be trucked to the

 16    mine site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also

 17    be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a

 18    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine

 19    site.

 20              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

 21    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

 22    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total of 26 acres.

 23    The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on

 24    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel,

 25    and the fuel barges would be double-hulled.
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  1              The navigation season would average 110 days per

  2    year, and there would be about three barge tow passings

  3    per day.  That means that if you would be standing

  4    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to

  5    see three barge tows per day.  It might be two up and one

  6    down or one up and two down.  But you could expect to see

  7    three per day.  And each barge tow would be pushing four

  8    barges.

  9              There would be an average of 64 barge tows and

 10    58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry 550

 11    tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons

 12    each.  And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and

 13    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same both

 14    during construction and during operation of the project.

 15              Additional infrastructure includes a

 16    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

 17    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes

 18    some small remote camps for pipeline construction.  And

 19    the permanent camp would have 600 beds and support a

 20    workforce of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning

 21    that only about half the total workforce would be on site

 22    at any given time.

 23              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping

 24    meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we

 25    will turn to several slides with examples of those issues
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  1    and concerns.

  2              One major area is water resources.  The project

  3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted

  4    water, but there could still be some concerns.  Some

  5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other

  6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around the

  7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to

  8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as

  9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of

 10    the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of

 11    the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again

 12    could affect nearby streams.  Some of the rock, when

 13    exposed to the elements, could generate acid or leach

 14    metals.  So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff would

 15    have to be carefully managed to avoid contaminating the

 16    waters outside of the mine site.

 17              Air quality is also important, and this slide

 18    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several

 19    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

 20    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust

 21    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste

 22    rock and ore.  Climate change is a growing concern that

 23    would need to be considered, as large amounts of

 24    hydrocarbons will be burned.

 25              And mercury will be looked at in several areas.
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  1    Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury could be

  2    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack

  3    emissions could occur during the milling process, and any

  4    mercury co-product would require careful storage and

  5    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and

  6    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures

  7    and good response plans would be crucial in preventing

  8    spills.

  9              Other major issues and concerns include

 10    wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

 11    subsistence and traditional land use.  The proposed

 12    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,

 13    approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and

 14    related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along

 15    the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by

 16    excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other

 17    disturbance.  And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.

 18              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or

 19    reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300

 20    acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of

 21    individual animals.  We have already discussed barge

 22    traffic and noted that there would be a substantial

 23    increase.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would

 24    be affected by the loss of lands to development.

 25              Here are more examples of issues and concerns.
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  1    And these are focused on the communities, cultural

  2    resources, and recreation.  There would be a huge new

  3    workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the

  4    permanent operation of the mine.  This would bring new

  5    employment and income, but also many effects on community

  6    life and human health.  Historical and archeological sites

  7    and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area

  8    might be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and

  9    visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be

 10    affected by new structures and mining operations.

 11              To conclude, we know that this proposed project

 12    and the lands and resources are important to you, and we

 13    would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get

 14    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most

 15    important thing by being here today and participating in

 16    the scoping meeting.

 17              To find more information and to submit a comment

 18    form, you can visit the project website.  That's

 19    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly at my

 20    phone number or e-mail address that are provided on the

 21    slide.  For tribal matters you can contact our tribal

 22    liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number and e-mail

 23    address are also on the slide.  Amanda and I have had two

 24    tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating

 25    agency status or government-to-government consultation on
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  1    the project, and we expect to have more.  Tribal

  2    governments have the opportunity to enter into

  3    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate

  4    process from cooperating agency status and the EIS

  5    process.

  6              Now we would like to hear any questions or

  7    comments you may have, and we want to document your

  8    comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your

  9    name if you do speak or provide comments.  And here are

 10    some ideas about the types of comments that are helpful in

 11    the scoping process.  We are looking for issues and

 12    estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS.  We want to

 13    identify potential impacts and effects on resources.  We

 14    would like to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives,

 15    and we would like to find out about any important

 16    information about -- available in your community.  And if

 17    you do have any written comments, we ask that you leave a

 18    copy with our court -- our recorder.

 19              So that's the end of the presentation.  I will

 20    ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would

 21    like to hear them.  We will be here.  We could speak with

 22    you individually, as well, if you have questions.

 23              Again, I -- there is lots of information on the

 24    project website, donlingoldeis.com.  And again, all our

 25    contact information was on the slide.  We will be glad to
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  1    give it to you afterwards.  So as I said, we will be here

  2    for a little while yet and be glad to answer any

  3    questions.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to warm up some

  5    of the discussion, the mayor, Wilbur, was talking with me

  6    beforehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of

  7    impacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or

  8    the Kuskokwim River, and then what kind of impacts might

  9    extend all the way across the Calista region on to the

 10    lower Yukon River and so on.  I don't know if you want to

 11    make any of those additional -- those comments again for

 12    the transcript, Wilbur, if you want to bring up some of

 13    that discussion again.

 14                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  My name is Wilbur

 15    Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak.  About a decade

 16    ago or even more ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin --

 17    when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin

 18    Creek?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  It was originally called

 20    Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin Gold

 21    Project.

 22                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  You know, when it

 23    first started, when the agencies like Calista and other

 24    agencies that came ten, 15 years ago, they emphasized

 25    something about the Yukon, but to me our people out there
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  1    never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked

  2    about it won't affect the Yukon.

  3              But you know, the -- the Kuskokwim area has

  4    been -- that upper area has been mined for many decades,

  5    you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s.  And they have

  6    a lot of, what you call that, mercury and some kind of

  7    poison.  I forgot what they call it.  But some of our

  8    people back then, they mentioned that -- I don't think it

  9    will affect the Yukon but, you know, when I talked with

 10    Taylor, he mentioned something about the acid or something

 11    that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in

 12    our region.  And I think that would be part of that effect

 13    that will come to our region out here at the mouth of the

 14    Yukon River.

 15              And another thing I was kind of wondering about

 16    is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural

 17    gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know.  They could do

 18    like some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from

 19    out from our region instead of the Cook Inlet area.  I

 20    think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to

 21    Cook Inlet, but I don't know.  It's just from, you know,

 22    reading about it and looking at your -- your -- your maps

 23    and whatnot.

 24              I don't think our region out here never really,

 25    you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us
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  1    because, you know, a lot of times I read in the paper or

  2    heard about the Kuskokwim, you know.  Like I said, they

  3    have been mining that river for 50, 60 years.  And they

  4    have a lot of mercury and acid in their river, when our

  5    Yukon, you know, don't have that much mercury or acid.

  6              I really don't know what to say now.  I'll

  7    probably just go around and around.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  This is Taylor again.  And

 10    we were actually talking about some of the comments from

 11    the other villages on the Yukon River.  This meeting in

 12    St. Mary's last night, people were asking questions about

 13    air quality and about emissions that might travel and land

 14    on lands and habitat on the Yukon River side.  So some of

 15    it was talking about other comments from nearby villages

 16    on the Yukon River.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else have comments or

 18    questions?  Did you want me to respond there, Taylor?

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  No.  When Sarah was

 20    talking about human health impacts, there was a really

 21    interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that

 22    I think is worth mentioning.

 23              One of the Elders was asking about health

 24    impacts from -- to the workers.  So the men and women who

 25    would work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the
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  1    dust or inside the mill, she was asking how do you protect

  2    their health over time so that years and years later

  3    they -- would they end up with cancer or some kind of

  4    illness because of working in the mine.  So I think that's

  5    a really great example of a health question, an open

  6    question about health for us to look into.  And after that

  7    comment from St. Mary's, this would be a question to look

  8    into more carefully in the draft EIS.  It's one health

  9    impact question that we are going to have to look at

 10    really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers

 11    at the mine.

 12                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Can I give some

 13    alternatives?  Can I say something about ideas about

 14    alternatives?

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes, please.  I'm running

 16    out of ideas.

 17                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Hello.  My name is

 18    Wilbur again.  These scoping ideas of scoping and

 19    comments, our region here way down on the lower Yukon, we

 20    are the regional hub of three, four different villages,

 21    and we are building a port and dock here in the community.

 22    They started that design phase.  And the last couple of

 23    weeks representatives from our region, like the Yukon

 24    Delta Fishing Development Association, the Calista

 25    Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some
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  1    monies to build our port here in the community.  And they

  2    are talking about liquid -- what you call that, natural

  3    liquefied gases that's going to be coming from, like,

  4    Fairbanks area, barged down.

  5              About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got

  6    involved with oil exploration.  And our corporation said

  7    there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oil

  8    out here.  But, you know, I think they didn't want our

  9    region to, you know, get some kind of, you know, economic

 10    expansion.

 11              And our fishing industry used to be really good,

 12    you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you

 13    know, we are starting all over again.  And our people are

 14    in need of, you know, jobs.  And I think, you know, with

 15    all these construction companies or agencies that award

 16    monies to our communities, we always try to emphasize what

 17    you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce

 18    that we try to do, some kind of -- it's almost like

 19    Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, community job.  And, you

 20    know, we get good-paying jobs from construction, like this

 21    port work.  We are getting our community roads, and there

 22    is all kinds of projects.  We are going to get a new

 23    water/sewer system.

 24              But, you know -- but some of our young people,

 25    we try to emphasize to them that this Donlin Gold is, you
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  1    know, another alternative for our young people to, you

  2    know, work there.  And to me it's not emphasized more --

  3    it's not emphasized to our region.  Last time we had a

  4    meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was like, you

  5    know, a decade ago.  And you know, after that we never did

  6    get any kind of information from them.  And, you know, I

  7    think it's a good idea, you know, for people to come, you

  8    know, like you guys, environmental, Army Corps of

  9    Engineers, your program and Donlin Gold to come out here

 10    and express what's coming up in the future, you know, and

 11    educate it to our young, you know, our high school people

 12    or, you know, to the community.  And I think it's a good

 13    thing.

 14              A lot of times I read about Kuskokwim area,

 15    they -- they get a lot of information from the Donlin

 16    Gold.  They -- you know, seems like they are having a lot

 17    of meetings over there, and seems like we are being left

 18    out here around the mouth of the Yukon.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

 20                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  I was going to talk

 21    about -- Hello.  My name is Wilbur.  Wilbur once again.

 22    As for alternatives, I think, you know, these

 23    alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's

 24    collapsed, you know, we -- you know, like I said earlier,

 25    we are getting a new water/sewer system that's being
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  1    designed, a port and dock that's already been designed,

  2    and we have DOT and other agencies and companies that are

  3    coming out here to construct a landfill.  Recently our

  4    tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and

  5    hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are

  6    going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully

  7    that will happen.  And alternatives and -- ideas and

  8    alternatives, I had some ideas earlier before I came up

  9    here, but I kind of forgot them.

 10              But still, you know, I think it would be a good

 11    idea to come out here again, like before fishing season

 12    starts.  We wouldn't be having fishing for about a month

 13    after breakup.  And, you know, a lot of people get

 14    prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys

 15    come out here again, there will be a lot of people here in

 16    the community first week of June to August, September.

 17    And if you guys emphasize this again, I think it would be

 18    a good idea.  You know, we don't have very much

 19    participants right now, although we -- you know, URS

 20    called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going

 21    to have this community meeting and I advertised it

 22    numerous times and telling them that they would be having

 23    a meeting tonight.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else?  I think I'll

 25    wrap it up here.  Like I said, we will be here and we will
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  1    be glad to speak to you individually.

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think we always want

  3    to express appreciation for the hospitality.  The city has

  4    done a lot of work to help us getting the meeting

  5    organized and provide lodging and advertising and

  6    everything.  And I'm not sure who brought us some nice

  7    weather like that, but we had a great trip over from St.

  8    Mary's this morning.  So thank you very much for joining

  9    us tonight.  And visit a few minutes after if you are

 10    curious about the posters or any of that.  And we will

 11    look forward to hearing more from some of the folks in

 12    Emmonak.

 13                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  I have a question.  My

 14    name is Jake Redfox.  I'm with the City of Emmonak, the

 15    vice mayor.  I heard you mention earlier about this

 16    might -- this project, if it goes forward, it might affect

 17    the Iditarod trail, is that correct?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  That's -- yes, that's correct.

 19    The pipeline in particular, you know, coming from Cook

 20    Inlet through the Alaska Range, you know, there is --

 21                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Yeah.  I know the

 22    Iditarod has no -- is known worldwide, and it rarely comes

 23    down to the lower Yukon where we are from, but it's --

 24    it's known everywhere.  It's known over the whole word.

 25    And I don't know if the other communities on the Kuskokwim
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  1    are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a

  2    lot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never

  3    really affected down in the lower Yukon.  I don't know

  4    because we are from the Yukon, I suppose.

  5              And how does it -- my -- one of my questions

  6    was:  It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe --

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the pipeline will be,

  8    you know, in the vicinity of the trail or following a

  9    similar route through the Alaska Range and, you know --

 10    and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear

 11    concerns like that.  And what we are doing at this point

 12    is, you know, we will look at the route and look at ways

 13    that -- to see if -- you know, if the impacts could be

 14    avoided or minimized.  And that's, you know, pretty much

 15    the purpose of the EIS is to look at all the alternatives.

 16    Is there a way that, you know, any impacts to the Iditarod

 17    trail can be avoided, you know.  If not, are there ways to

 18    minimize those.

 19              So you know, we will be working with, you know,

 20    other agencies.  BLM in particular owns a lot of the land

 21    along the pipeline route, and the State Historic

 22    Preservation Office because of the historic value of the

 23    trail.  So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we

 24    are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and

 25    then, you know, identify the potential impacts and looking
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  1    for ways to avoid those and to minimize them if they can't

  2    be avoided.

  3                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.  I've got

  4    another question.  Someone mentioned about the air quality

  5    of the mine.  How does that affect our area?  Is there

  6    concerns about that in the gold mine?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's definitely a

  8    concern, yes.  And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has

  9    done, you know, air quality or, you know, I guess existing

 10    air quality monitoring for some time now.  They will, you

 11    know, submit the results of those tests to URS, or have

 12    already.  URS will look at the information that's been

 13    provided.  You know, they will look at what's being

 14    proposed for the project.  You know, they will look at

 15    what the expected impacts could be or what the air quality

 16    is likely to be after the project is constructed, you

 17    know, and if there is -- and then they will look at ways

 18    to avoid or minimize those impacts.  How can those be

 19    avoided, how bad is it, and can it be prevented.  And, you

 20    know, if the impacts are severe enough, it's possible that

 21    the permits would not be issued.

 22              But you know, that's what -- the State will be

 23    issuing permits for air quality and water quality and, you

 24    know, we will be issuing permits, and a lot of agencies

 25    will be issuing permits based on the EIS.  So again, what
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  1    we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you

  2    know, looking at the existing environment, what's being

  3    proposed and how that's going to affect the environment

  4    and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimize or

  5    mitigate any impacts that that --

  6                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Thanks.

  8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to put in

  9    perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would

 10    not block the trail.  It's close to the trail for a

 11    segment, about 50 miles, if I remember right.  There could

 12    be disturbance during construction, you know, when the

 13    side boom trucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.

 14    After that the pipe is covered over.  So there could be

 15    some visual impacts, but that's -- it's not going to

 16    disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't

 17    continue from year to year.  It's a different kind of

 18    impact that we will try to look at.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other thoughts or

 20    comments, questions?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And like

 21    I said, we will be here for a little while, and we are

 22    glad -- if you are more comfortable speaking directly with

 23    us, we will be glad to do that as well.

 24               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)

 25
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