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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We ought to get underway,
 3    Don.  We have some loyal customers with really good
 4    questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation
 5    to start?
 6              (Invocation offered by Wilbur Hootch.)
 7                    MR. BRELSFORD:   So Don, I think we are
 8    ready to get started here.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Welcome to the scoping
10    meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact
11    statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle
12    with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the project
13    manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two people from
14    URS Alaska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in
15    preparing the EIS.  They are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie
16    Alexie.  And they will be helping me with the presentation
17    tonight.  We also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and
18    she will be preparing a transcript of the meeting for the
19    record.
20              This is the agenda for today, just to give you
21    an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will
22    talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS
23    project milestones, and then we want to provide a basic
24    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
25    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
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 1    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,
 2    and we will tell you how to do that.
 3              Feel free to ask questions as we go.  If you do
 4    have questions or comments, though, please state your name
 5    clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
 6    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation
 7    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.
 8              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
 9    mine project that will require federal and State permits.
10    And in order to comply with the National Environmental
11    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
12    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
13    proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project.  This
14    is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in
15    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other
16    agencies.
17              And scoping meetings are the first step in the
18    EIS process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
19    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
20    under the National Historic Preservation Act.  And the
21    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes
22    through government-to-government consultation.
23              This map gives an orientation of the project
24    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
25    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 5


 1    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little
 2    development to date and no existing roads to the region.
 3    The map shows that existing transportation and energy
 4    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
 5    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new
 6    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  And it
 7    would all be subject to permitting before the project
 8    could proceed.
 9              This map gives an idea of the logistics and
10    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
11    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from
12    west coast ports.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
13    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to
14    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to
15    Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And the fuel and
16    supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-loaded at
17    a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  And there would be a new
18    pipeline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.
19              Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and
20    we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
21    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
22    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
23    affecting the quality of the human environment.  And in
24    this case Donlin Gold has submitted application for
25    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
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 1    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of
 2    these permits would be a major federal action and require
 3    an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts of the
 4    proposed project.
 5              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
 6    regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other
 7    agencies to make their permit decisions.  And in addition
 8    to complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
 9    complete a public interest review and an analysis under
10    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires
11    that we select the least environmentally damaging
12    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
13    information necessary for these analyses into the EIS.
14              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
15    the regional organization will work together on the EIS.
16    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
17    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.
18    As I said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies
19    to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will not,
20    however, replace their normal permitting authorities and
21    processes.  We have one of our cooperating agency -- or
22    actually two representatives from our cooperating agencies
23    with us, and I'd like to invite them to introduce
24    themselves and say a few words about the roles of their
25    agencies in the EIS process.  Jeff Bruno with the State.
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 1                    MR. BRUNO:  Can I just speak loud?  My
 2    name is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska.  I work with
 3    specifically Department of Natural Resources, and I'm the
 4    State lead on this project.  The State has agreed to be a
 5    cooperating agency, and what that means is that the State
 6    is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to
 7    assisting the Corps in completing an EIS.
 8              Additionally, we have our own permitting
 9    process, so that's important to know.  And Don has a slide
10    a little later that explains some of the major permits
11    that the State will be involved with.  And that will kind
12    of happen -- you know, either some of them will happen
13    while all of this is going on and some of them just after
14    this process ends.  So we will be assisting Don with that.
15              Additionally, we have Sarah Yoder from the
16    Department of Health and Social Services with us, and
17    she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and
18    I'm going to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of
19    what she's doing.  And I think it's important to this
20    project.
21                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Jeff said,
22    my name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of
23    Health and Social Services, and I work in the Health
24    Impact Assessment Program.  The health impact assessment
25    is a process that looks at the potential positive and
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 1    negative health effects of the project, and in its report
 2    discusses the potential health effects and then provides
 3    suggestions on ways to mitigate those.  And the health
 4    impact assessment is not a requirement, so it will be an
 5    appendix to the EIS.  But if you have any questions or
 6    comments related to health, please feel free to come talk
 7    to me.
 8                    MR. BRUNO:  One last thing I want to add
 9    also on this is not just Department of Natural Resources,
10    but also the Department of Fish & Game is also a
11    cooperating agency and then the Department of
12    Environmental Conservation -- I think I forgot to mention
13    that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we
14    have a well-rounded group to assist Don and URS on this
15    project.
16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.
17              The Donlin Gold Project will require many
18    federal permits and consultations, and this slide provides
19    several examples, and I'll highlight two of these and
20    invite you to read the rest.  Since the project would
21    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
22    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
23    decisions as to whether or not to authorize the fill.  And
24    since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau
25    of Land Management lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
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 1    right-of-way application.  You can find a more
 2    comprehensive list of required permits in the Donlin Gold
 3    permit application, which can be found on the project
 4    website, donlingoldeis.com.
 5              This slide shows that there are also many
 6    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
 7    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
 8    State land, so the Department of Natural Resources would
 9    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of
10    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
11    for water and air quality permits, and the Department of
12    Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect
13    fish habitat.  Also the Corps will consult with the State
14    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
15    historic resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list
16    can be found on the project website.
17              So this is an overview of the permits.  This
18    overview of the permits shows why the various federal and
19    State agencies are involved in the EIS.  And we will now
20    turn to the milestones in an EIS.
21              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
22    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six
23    major steps that will be taken from now until November of
24    2015.  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published
25    in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012, and that
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 1    initiated the EIS.  And scoping began on that date and
 2    continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this
 3    month.  The scoping involves public meetings and other
 4    methods to provide information and gather comments, and
 5    that's why we're here today.
 6              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
 7    the cooperating agencies using information from the
 8    scoping process, along with the information provided by
 9    Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deems
10    necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, which is
11    expected to be completed by August 2014.  That's an
12    estimated date, and it could shift.  There will then be an
13    opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, which will
14    be projected to be from August through November of 2014.
15    At that time you will be able to see how your comments
16    from the scoping period were addressed, and there will be
17    another round of public meetings and opportunities to
18    submit comments on the draft EIS.
19              The draft EIS and any comments received will
20    then be used to prepare the final EIS, which is projected
21    at this time to be completed by October 2015.  And then
22    the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to
23    prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their
24    individual permitting decisions.
25              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on
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 1    the chart here.  They refer to the public involvement
 2    opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS
 3    comment period.  And those are the best opportunities to
 4    provide input and make sure that your concerns are heard.
 5              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
 6    information and to listen to residents in the affected
 7    region, and this can be broken into four areas.  The first
 8    is to provide information about EIS milestones, and we
 9    have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an
10    idea of the time frame involved.  The second is to share
11    information about the proposed project, and we will be
12    doing that shortly in our presentation tonight.  And you
13    can also find information on the project website and in
14    newsletters that are being mailed out to all the
15    households in the affected area.
16              The last two are to identify issues and concerns
17    to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process and to
18    identify useful information from communities.  And we are
19    counting on you to help us with these.  And we would like
20    to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS
21    and if you have information that we can use to make
22    informed decisions.
23              This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping
24    meetings that we have had and will have in the future.  We
25    have -- there has been 13 community meetings in the
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 1    project area and one in Anchorage.  And as I said, scoping
 2    ends March 29th.  In January we went out to Crooked Creek,
 3    Aniak, Bethel, and we had a meeting in Anchorage, also.
 4    February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,
 5    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  Last night we were
 6    in St. Mary's.  Tonight we are in Emmonak.  And next week
 7    we will finish up with Holy Cross and Kongiganak.
 8              This map is busy, but the color scheme
 9    represents the many subregions of the project area and
10    helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For
11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
12    villages which are nearest the proposed project site.  And
13    in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek
14    because it's the closest to the project area, and also in
15    Aniak because it's the subregional hub.  For the other
16    subregions we are having meetings -- have and will be
17    having meetings similarly held in the subregional hubs.
18              We will now move on to a summary of the mining
19    project proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is
20    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers
21    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
22    cooperating agencies in order to make permitting
23    decisions.
24              Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two
25    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
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 1    NovaGold.  The Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands
 2    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
 3    Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim
 4    Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a
 5    very large project.  It's expected to produce over
 6    1,000,000 ounces of gold per year for a mining life span
 7    of 27 and a half years, during which time it will produce
 8    or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.
 9              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
10    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
11    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK
12    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
13    might be affected by the project.  For many communities,
14    the project might affect lands and resources that are used
15    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
16    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
17    with many permits required and many agencies involved.
18              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
19    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
20    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
21    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
22    applications.  We are now starting the three-year
23    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the
24    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,
25    the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
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 1    permits.  If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can
 2    proceed with three to four years of construction and an
 3    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
 4              At the conclusion of the active life of the
 5    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and
 6    reclamation.  And this includes decommissioning the mill
 7    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
 8    treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the
 9    waste rock storage facilities.  The land would be
10    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.
11              I'll now turn to the major components of the
12    project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The
13    pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
14    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold.  It would
15    not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers,
16    the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
17    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
18    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
19    technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
20    three forks of the George River.
21              The image of the block valve on the right side
22    shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced
23    off so that it would not block access to subsistence use
24    areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years
25    to provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance
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 1    by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create
 2    a road along the right-of-way, and the design would allow
 3    access, but after construction no improved access for
 4    vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.
 5              This slide shows that the pipeline would start
 6    at Beluga on upper Cook Inlet.  It would cross the Alaska
 7    Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the
 8    Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue
 9    west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline
10    would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM
11    lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.
12              I'd like you to note the blue segment near the
13    middle of the slide.  This is an alternative pipeline
14    corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
15    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
16    proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the
17    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified
18    the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
19    it will be examined during geotechnical investigations
20    this coming summer.
21              This slide shows the major project components at
22    the mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
23    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
24    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
25    and 1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings
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 1    impoundment, which is technically referred to as the waste
 2    treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres,
 3    or three and a half square miles.  And tailings refer to
 4    the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold
 5    has been removed from the mill.  Number three is the waste
 6    rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and
 7    waste rock is the rock that is removed to get to the
 8    gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the
 9    mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.
10              This is an overview of the major transportation
11    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
12    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
13    the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near
14    Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
15    barged upriver.  From there they would be trucked to the
16    mine site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also
17    be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a
18    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine
19    site.
20              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
21    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
22    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total of 26 acres.
23    The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
24    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel,
25    and the fuel barges would be double-hulled.
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 1              The navigation season would average 110 days per
 2    year, and there would be about three barge tow passings
 3    per day.  That means that if you would be standing
 4    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to
 5    see three barge tows per day.  It might be two up and one
 6    down or one up and two down.  But you could expect to see
 7    three per day.  And each barge tow would be pushing four
 8    barges.
 9              There would be an average of 64 barge tows and
10    58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry 550
11    tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons
12    each.  And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
13    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same both
14    during construction and during operation of the project.
15              Additional infrastructure includes a
16    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
17    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes
18    some small remote camps for pipeline construction.  And
19    the permanent camp would have 600 beds and support a
20    workforce of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning
21    that only about half the total workforce would be on site
22    at any given time.
23              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
24    meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we
25    will turn to several slides with examples of those issues
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 1    and concerns.
 2              One major area is water resources.  The project
 3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
 4    water, but there could still be some concerns.  Some
 5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other
 6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around the
 7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to
 8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as
 9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of
10    the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of
11    the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again
12    could affect nearby streams.  Some of the rock, when
13    exposed to the elements, could generate acid or leach
14    metals.  So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff would
15    have to be carefully managed to avoid contaminating the
16    waters outside of the mine site.
17              Air quality is also important, and this slide
18    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
19    sources of emissions, including a large number of large
20    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
21    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste
22    rock and ore.  Climate change is a growing concern that
23    would need to be considered, as large amounts of
24    hydrocarbons will be burned.
25              And mercury will be looked at in several areas.
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 1    Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury could be
 2    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
 3    emissions could occur during the milling process, and any
 4    mercury co-product would require careful storage and
 5    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
 6    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
 7    and good response plans would be crucial in preventing
 8    spills.
 9              Other major issues and concerns include
10    wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
11    subsistence and traditional land use.  The proposed
12    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
13    approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and
14    related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along
15    the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by
16    excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other
17    disturbance.  And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.
18              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or
19    reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300
20    acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of
21    individual animals.  We have already discussed barge
22    traffic and noted that there would be a substantial
23    increase.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would
24    be affected by the loss of lands to development.
25              Here are more examples of issues and concerns.
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 1    And these are focused on the communities, cultural
 2    resources, and recreation.  There would be a huge new
 3    workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the
 4    permanent operation of the mine.  This would bring new
 5    employment and income, but also many effects on community
 6    life and human health.  Historical and archeological sites
 7    and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area
 8    might be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and
 9    visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be
10    affected by new structures and mining operations.
11              To conclude, we know that this proposed project
12    and the lands and resources are important to you, and we
13    would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
14    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
15    important thing by being here today and participating in
16    the scoping meeting.
17              To find more information and to submit a comment
18    form, you can visit the project website.  That's
19    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly at my
20    phone number or e-mail address that are provided on the
21    slide.  For tribal matters you can contact our tribal
22    liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number and e-mail
23    address are also on the slide.  Amanda and I have had two
24    tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating
25    agency status or government-to-government consultation on
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 1    the project, and we expect to have more.  Tribal
 2    governments have the opportunity to enter into
 3    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
 4    process from cooperating agency status and the EIS
 5    process.
 6              Now we would like to hear any questions or
 7    comments you may have, and we want to document your
 8    comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your
 9    name if you do speak or provide comments.  And here are
10    some ideas about the types of comments that are helpful in
11    the scoping process.  We are looking for issues and
12    estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS.  We want to
13    identify potential impacts and effects on resources.  We
14    would like to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives,
15    and we would like to find out about any important
16    information about -- available in your community.  And if
17    you do have any written comments, we ask that you leave a
18    copy with our court -- our recorder.
19              So that's the end of the presentation.  I will
20    ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would
21    like to hear them.  We will be here.  We could speak with
22    you individually, as well, if you have questions.
23              Again, I -- there is lots of information on the
24    project website, donlingoldeis.com.  And again, all our
25    contact information was on the slide.  We will be glad to
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 1    give it to you afterwards.  So as I said, we will be here
 2    for a little while yet and be glad to answer any
 3    questions.
 4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to warm up some
 5    of the discussion, the mayor, Wilbur, was talking with me
 6    beforehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of
 7    impacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or
 8    the Kuskokwim River, and then what kind of impacts might
 9    extend all the way across the Calista region on to the
10    lower Yukon River and so on.  I don't know if you want to
11    make any of those additional -- those comments again for
12    the transcript, Wilbur, if you want to bring up some of
13    that discussion again.
14                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  My name is Wilbur
15    Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak.  About a decade
16    ago or even more ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin --
17    when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin
18    Creek?
19                    MR. KUHLE:  It was originally called
20    Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin Gold
21    Project.
22                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  You know, when it
23    first started, when the agencies like Calista and other
24    agencies that came ten, 15 years ago, they emphasized
25    something about the Yukon, but to me our people out there
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 1    never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked
 2    about it won't affect the Yukon.
 3              But you know, the -- the Kuskokwim area has
 4    been -- that upper area has been mined for many decades,
 5    you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s.  And they have
 6    a lot of, what you call that, mercury and some kind of
 7    poison.  I forgot what they call it.  But some of our
 8    people back then, they mentioned that -- I don't think it
 9    will affect the Yukon but, you know, when I talked with
10    Taylor, he mentioned something about the acid or something
11    that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in
12    our region.  And I think that would be part of that effect
13    that will come to our region out here at the mouth of the
14    Yukon River.
15              And another thing I was kind of wondering about
16    is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural
17    gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know.  They could do
18    like some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from
19    out from our region instead of the Cook Inlet area.  I
20    think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to
21    Cook Inlet, but I don't know.  It's just from, you know,
22    reading about it and looking at your -- your -- your maps
23    and whatnot.
24              I don't think our region out here never really,
25    you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us
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 1    because, you know, a lot of times I read in the paper or
 2    heard about the Kuskokwim, you know.  Like I said, they
 3    have been mining that river for 50, 60 years.  And they
 4    have a lot of mercury and acid in their river, when our
 5    Yukon, you know, don't have that much mercury or acid.
 6              I really don't know what to say now.  I'll
 7    probably just go around and around.
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.
 9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  This is Taylor again.  And
10    we were actually talking about some of the comments from
11    the other villages on the Yukon River.  This meeting in
12    St. Mary's last night, people were asking questions about
13    air quality and about emissions that might travel and land
14    on lands and habitat on the Yukon River side.  So some of
15    it was talking about other comments from nearby villages
16    on the Yukon River.
17                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else have comments or
18    questions?  Did you want me to respond there, Taylor?
19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  No.  When Sarah was
20    talking about human health impacts, there was a really
21    interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that
22    I think is worth mentioning.
23              One of the Elders was asking about health
24    impacts from -- to the workers.  So the men and women who
25    would work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the
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 1    dust or inside the mill, she was asking how do you protect
 2    their health over time so that years and years later
 3    they -- would they end up with cancer or some kind of
 4    illness because of working in the mine.  So I think that's
 5    a really great example of a health question, an open
 6    question about health for us to look into.  And after that
 7    comment from St. Mary's, this would be a question to look
 8    into more carefully in the draft EIS.  It's one health
 9    impact question that we are going to have to look at
10    really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers
11    at the mine.
12                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Can I give some
13    alternatives?  Can I say something about ideas about
14    alternatives?
15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes, please.  I'm running
16    out of ideas.
17                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Hello.  My name is
18    Wilbur again.  These scoping ideas of scoping and
19    comments, our region here way down on the lower Yukon, we
20    are the regional hub of three, four different villages,
21    and we are building a port and dock here in the community.
22    They started that design phase.  And the last couple of
23    weeks representatives from our region, like the Yukon
24    Delta Fishing Development Association, the Calista
25    Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some
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 1    monies to build our port here in the community.  And they
 2    are talking about liquid -- what you call that, natural
 3    liquefied gases that's going to be coming from, like,
 4    Fairbanks area, barged down.
 5              About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got
 6    involved with oil exploration.  And our corporation said
 7    there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oil
 8    out here.  But, you know, I think they didn't want our
 9    region to, you know, get some kind of, you know, economic
10    expansion.
11              And our fishing industry used to be really good,
12    you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you
13    know, we are starting all over again.  And our people are
14    in need of, you know, jobs.  And I think, you know, with
15    all these construction companies or agencies that award
16    monies to our communities, we always try to emphasize what
17    you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce
18    that we try to do, some kind of -- it's almost like
19    Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, community job.  And, you
20    know, we get good-paying jobs from construction, like this
21    port work.  We are getting our community roads, and there
22    is all kinds of projects.  We are going to get a new
23    water/sewer system.
24              But, you know -- but some of our young people,
25    we try to emphasize to them that this Donlin Gold is, you
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 1    know, another alternative for our young people to, you
 2    know, work there.  And to me it's not emphasized more --
 3    it's not emphasized to our region.  Last time we had a
 4    meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was like, you
 5    know, a decade ago.  And you know, after that we never did
 6    get any kind of information from them.  And, you know, I
 7    think it's a good idea, you know, for people to come, you
 8    know, like you guys, environmental, Army Corps of
 9    Engineers, your program and Donlin Gold to come out here
10    and express what's coming up in the future, you know, and
11    educate it to our young, you know, our high school people
12    or, you know, to the community.  And I think it's a good
13    thing.
14              A lot of times I read about Kuskokwim area,
15    they -- they get a lot of information from the Donlin
16    Gold.  They -- you know, seems like they are having a lot
17    of meetings over there, and seems like we are being left
18    out here around the mouth of the Yukon.
19                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
20                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  I was going to talk
21    about -- Hello.  My name is Wilbur.  Wilbur once again.
22    As for alternatives, I think, you know, these
23    alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's
24    collapsed, you know, we -- you know, like I said earlier,
25    we are getting a new water/sewer system that's being
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 1    designed, a port and dock that's already been designed,
 2    and we have DOT and other agencies and companies that are
 3    coming out here to construct a landfill.  Recently our
 4    tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and
 5    hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are
 6    going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully
 7    that will happen.  And alternatives and -- ideas and
 8    alternatives, I had some ideas earlier before I came up
 9    here, but I kind of forgot them.
10              But still, you know, I think it would be a good
11    idea to come out here again, like before fishing season
12    starts.  We wouldn't be having fishing for about a month
13    after breakup.  And, you know, a lot of people get
14    prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys
15    come out here again, there will be a lot of people here in
16    the community first week of June to August, September.
17    And if you guys emphasize this again, I think it would be
18    a good idea.  You know, we don't have very much
19    participants right now, although we -- you know, URS
20    called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going
21    to have this community meeting and I advertised it
22    numerous times and telling them that they would be having
23    a meeting tonight.
24                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else?  I think I'll
25    wrap it up here.  Like I said, we will be here and we will
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 1    be glad to speak to you individually.
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think we always want
 3    to express appreciation for the hospitality.  The city has
 4    done a lot of work to help us getting the meeting
 5    organized and provide lodging and advertising and
 6    everything.  And I'm not sure who brought us some nice
 7    weather like that, but we had a great trip over from St.
 8    Mary's this morning.  So thank you very much for joining
 9    us tonight.  And visit a few minutes after if you are
10    curious about the posters or any of that.  And we will
11    look forward to hearing more from some of the folks in
12    Emmonak.
13                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  I have a question.  My
14    name is Jake Redfox.  I'm with the City of Emmonak, the
15    vice mayor.  I heard you mention earlier about this
16    might -- this project, if it goes forward, it might affect
17    the Iditarod trail, is that correct?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  That's -- yes, that's correct.
19    The pipeline in particular, you know, coming from Cook
20    Inlet through the Alaska Range, you know, there is --
21                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Yeah.  I know the
22    Iditarod has no -- is known worldwide, and it rarely comes
23    down to the lower Yukon where we are from, but it's --
24    it's known everywhere.  It's known over the whole word.
25    And I don't know if the other communities on the Kuskokwim
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 1    are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a
 2    lot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never
 3    really affected down in the lower Yukon.  I don't know
 4    because we are from the Yukon, I suppose.
 5              And how does it -- my -- one of my questions
 6    was:  It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe --
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the pipeline will be,
 8    you know, in the vicinity of the trail or following a
 9    similar route through the Alaska Range and, you know --
10    and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear
11    concerns like that.  And what we are doing at this point
12    is, you know, we will look at the route and look at ways
13    that -- to see if -- you know, if the impacts could be
14    avoided or minimized.  And that's, you know, pretty much
15    the purpose of the EIS is to look at all the alternatives.
16    Is there a way that, you know, any impacts to the Iditarod
17    trail can be avoided, you know.  If not, are there ways to
18    minimize those.
19              So you know, we will be working with, you know,
20    other agencies.  BLM in particular owns a lot of the land
21    along the pipeline route, and the State Historic
22    Preservation Office because of the historic value of the
23    trail.  So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we
24    are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and
25    then, you know, identify the potential impacts and looking
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 1    for ways to avoid those and to minimize them if they can't
 2    be avoided.
 3                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.  I've got
 4    another question.  Someone mentioned about the air quality
 5    of the mine.  How does that affect our area?  Is there
 6    concerns about that in the gold mine?
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's definitely a
 8    concern, yes.  And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has
 9    done, you know, air quality or, you know, I guess existing
10    air quality monitoring for some time now.  They will, you
11    know, submit the results of those tests to URS, or have
12    already.  URS will look at the information that's been
13    provided.  You know, they will look at what's being
14    proposed for the project.  You know, they will look at
15    what the expected impacts could be or what the air quality
16    is likely to be after the project is constructed, you
17    know, and if there is -- and then they will look at ways
18    to avoid or minimize those impacts.  How can those be
19    avoided, how bad is it, and can it be prevented.  And, you
20    know, if the impacts are severe enough, it's possible that
21    the permits would not be issued.
22              But you know, that's what -- the State will be
23    issuing permits for air quality and water quality and, you
24    know, we will be issuing permits, and a lot of agencies
25    will be issuing permits based on the EIS.  So again, what
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 1    we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you
 2    know, looking at the existing environment, what's being
 3    proposed and how that's going to affect the environment
 4    and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimize or
 5    mitigate any impacts that that --
 6                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Thanks.
 8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to put in
 9    perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would
10    not block the trail.  It's close to the trail for a
11    segment, about 50 miles, if I remember right.  There could
12    be disturbance during construction, you know, when the
13    side boom trucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.
14    After that the pipe is covered over.  So there could be
15    some visual impacts, but that's -- it's not going to
16    disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't
17    continue from year to year.  It's a different kind of
18    impact that we will try to look at.
19                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other thoughts or
20    comments, questions?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And like
21    I said, we will be here for a little while, and we are
22    glad -- if you are more comfortable speaking directly with
23    us, we will be glad to do that as well.
24               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)
25
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: We ought to get underway,
 3  Don.  We have some loyal customers with really good
 4  questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation
 5  to start?
 6            (Invocation offered by Wilbur Hootch.)
 7                  MR. BRELSFORD: So Don, I think we are
 8  ready to get started here.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Welcome to the scoping
10  meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact
11  statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle
12  with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the project
13  manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two people from
14  URS Alaska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in
15  preparing the EIS.  They are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie
16  Alexie.  And they will be helping me with the presentation
17  tonight.  We also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and
18  she will be preparing a transcript of the meeting for the
19  record.
20            This is the agenda for today, just to give you
21  an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will
22  talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS
23  project milestones, and then we want to provide a basic
24  overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
25  And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
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 1  inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,
 2  and we will tell you how to do that.
 3            Feel free to ask questions as we go.  If you do
 4  have questions or comments, though, please state your name
 5  clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
 6  meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation
 7  for questions and statements that you may wish to make.
 8            We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
 9  mine project that will require federal and State permits.
10  And in order to comply with the National Environmental
11  Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
12  impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
13  proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project.  This
14  is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in
15  making permit decisions by the Corps and by other
16  agencies.
17            And scoping meetings are the first step in the
18  EIS process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
19  involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
20  under the National Historic Preservation Act.  And the
21  Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes
22  through government-to-government consultation.
23            This map gives an orientation of the project
24  area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
25  of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
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 1  the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little
 2  development to date and no existing roads to the region.
 3  The map shows that existing transportation and energy
 4  infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
 5  Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new
 6  infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  And it
 7  would all be subject to permitting before the project
 8  could proceed.
 9            This map gives an idea of the logistics and
10  supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
11  logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from
12  west coast ports.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
13  Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to
14  river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to
15  Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And the fuel and
16  supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-loaded at
17  a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  And there would be a new
18  pipeline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.
19            Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and
20  we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
21  place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
22  requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
23  affecting the quality of the human environment.  And in
24  this case Donlin Gold has submitted application for
25  permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
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 1  section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of
 2  these permits would be a major federal action and require
 3  an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts of the
 4  proposed project.
 5            The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
 6  regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other
 7  agencies to make their permit decisions.  And in addition
 8  to complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
 9  complete a public interest review and an analysis under
10  section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires
11  that we select the least environmentally damaging
12  practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
13  information necessary for these analyses into the EIS.
14            This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
15  the regional organization will work together on the EIS.
16  Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
17  permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.
18  As I said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies
19  to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will not,
20  however, replace their normal permitting authorities and
21  processes.  We have one of our cooperating agency -- or
22  actually two representatives from our cooperating agencies
23  with us, and I'd like to invite them to introduce
24  themselves and say a few words about the roles of their
25  agencies in the EIS process.  Jeff Bruno with the State.
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 1                  MR. BRUNO: Can I just speak loud?  My
 2  name is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska.  I work with
 3  specifically Department of Natural Resources, and I'm the
 4  State lead on this project.  The State has agreed to be a
 5  cooperating agency, and what that means is that the State
 6  is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to
 7  assisting the Corps in completing an EIS.
 8            Additionally, we have our own permitting
 9  process, so that's important to know.  And Don has a slide
10  a little later that explains some of the major permits
11  that the State will be involved with.  And that will kind
12  of happen -- you know, either some of them will happen
13  while all of this is going on and some of them just after
14  this process ends.  So we will be assisting Don with that.
15            Additionally, we have Sarah Yoder from the
16  Department of Health and Social Services with us, and
17  she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and
18  I'm going to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of
19  what she's doing.  And I think it's important to this
20  project.
21                  MS. YODER: Hi, everyone.  As Jeff said,
22  my name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of
23  Health and Social Services, and I work in the Health
24  Impact Assessment Program.  The health impact assessment
25  is a process that looks at the potential positive and
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 1  negative health effects of the project, and in its report
 2  discusses the potential health effects and then provides
 3  suggestions on ways to mitigate those.  And the health
 4  impact assessment is not a requirement, so it will be an
 5  appendix to the EIS.  But if you have any questions or
 6  comments related to health, please feel free to come talk
 7  to me.
 8                  MR. BRUNO: One last thing I want to add
 9  also on this is not just Department of Natural Resources,
10  but also the Department of Fish & Game is also a
11  cooperating agency and then the Department of
12  Environmental Conservation -- I think I forgot to mention
13  that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we
14  have a well-rounded group to assist Don and URS on this
15  project.
16                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.
17            The Donlin Gold Project will require many
18  federal permits and consultations, and this slide provides
19  several examples, and I'll highlight two of these and
20  invite you to read the rest.  Since the project would
21  place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
22  States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
23  decisions as to whether or not to authorize the fill.  And
24  since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau
25  of Land Management lands, BLM will need to evaluate a


Page 9


 1  right-of-way application.  You can find a more
 2  comprehensive list of required permits in the Donlin Gold
 3  permit application, which can be found on the project
 4  website, donlingoldeis.com.
 5            This slide shows that there are also many
 6  permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
 7  over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
 8  State land, so the Department of Natural Resources would
 9  evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of
10  Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
11  for water and air quality permits, and the Department of
12  Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect
13  fish habitat.  Also the Corps will consult with the State
14  Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
15  historic resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list
16  can be found on the project website.
17            So this is an overview of the permits.  This
18  overview of the permits shows why the various federal and
19  State agencies are involved in the EIS.  And we will now
20  turn to the milestones in an EIS.
21            Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
22  preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six
23  major steps that will be taken from now until November of
24  2015.  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published
25  in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012, and that
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 1  initiated the EIS.  And scoping began on that date and
 2  continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this
 3  month.  The scoping involves public meetings and other
 4  methods to provide information and gather comments, and
 5  that's why we're here today.
 6            After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
 7  the cooperating agencies using information from the
 8  scoping process, along with the information provided by
 9  Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deems
10  necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, which is
11  expected to be completed by August 2014.  That's an
12  estimated date, and it could shift.  There will then be an
13  opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, which will
14  be projected to be from August through November of 2014.
15  At that time you will be able to see how your comments
16  from the scoping period were addressed, and there will be
17  another round of public meetings and opportunities to
18  submit comments on the draft EIS.
19            The draft EIS and any comments received will
20  then be used to prepare the final EIS, which is projected
21  at this time to be completed by October 2015.  And then
22  the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to
23  prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their
24  individual permitting decisions.
25            I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on
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 1  the chart here.  They refer to the public involvement
 2  opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS
 3  comment period.  And those are the best opportunities to
 4  provide input and make sure that your concerns are heard.
 5            The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
 6  information and to listen to residents in the affected
 7  region, and this can be broken into four areas.  The first
 8  is to provide information about EIS milestones, and we
 9  have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an
10  idea of the time frame involved.  The second is to share
11  information about the proposed project, and we will be
12  doing that shortly in our presentation tonight.  And you
13  can also find information on the project website and in
14  newsletters that are being mailed out to all the
15  households in the affected area.
16            The last two are to identify issues and concerns
17  to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process and to
18  identify useful information from communities.  And we are
19  counting on you to help us with these.  And we would like
20  to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS
21  and if you have information that we can use to make
22  informed decisions.
23            This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping
24  meetings that we have had and will have in the future.  We
25  have -- there has been 13 community meetings in the


Page 12


 1  project area and one in Anchorage.  And as I said, scoping
 2  ends March 29th.  In January we went out to Crooked Creek,
 3  Aniak, Bethel, and we had a meeting in Anchorage, also.
 4  February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,
 5  Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  Last night we were
 6  in St. Mary's.  Tonight we are in Emmonak.  And next week
 7  we will finish up with Holy Cross and Kongiganak.
 8            This map is busy, but the color scheme
 9  represents the many subregions of the project area and
10  helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For
11  example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
12  villages which are nearest the proposed project site.  And
13  in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek
14  because it's the closest to the project area, and also in
15  Aniak because it's the subregional hub.  For the other
16  subregions we are having meetings -- have and will be
17  having meetings similarly held in the subregional hubs.
18            We will now move on to a summary of the mining
19  project proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is
20  Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers
21  project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
22  cooperating agencies in order to make permitting
23  decisions.
24            Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two
25  large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
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 1  NovaGold.  The Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands
 2  owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
 3  Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim
 4  Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a
 5  very large project.  It's expected to produce over
 6  1,000,000 ounces of gold per year for a mining life span
 7  of 27 and a half years, during which time it will produce
 8  or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.
 9            We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
10  be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
11  Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK
12  Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
13  might be affected by the project.  For many communities,
14  the project might affect lands and resources that are used
15  for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
16  project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
17  with many permits required and many agencies involved.
18            The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
19  the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
20  worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
21  for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
22  applications.  We are now starting the three-year
23  permitting period, the first step of which is holding the
24  scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,
25  the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
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 1  permits.  If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can
 2  proceed with three to four years of construction and an
 3  estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
 4            At the conclusion of the active life of the
 5  mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and
 6  reclamation.  And this includes decommissioning the mill
 7  facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
 8  treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the
 9  waste rock storage facilities.  The land would be
10  recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.
11            I'll now turn to the major components of the
12  project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The
13  pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
14  Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold.  It would
15  not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers,
16  the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
17  horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
18  center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
19  technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
20  three forks of the George River.
21            The image of the block valve on the right side
22  shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced
23  off so that it would not block access to subsistence use
24  areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years
25  to provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance
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 1  by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create
 2  a road along the right-of-way, and the design would allow
 3  access, but after construction no improved access for
 4  vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.
 5            This slide shows that the pipeline would start
 6  at Beluga on upper Cook Inlet.  It would cross the Alaska
 7  Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the
 8  Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue
 9  west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline
10  would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM
11  lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.
12            I'd like you to note the blue segment near the
13  middle of the slide.  This is an alternative pipeline
14  corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
15  Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
16  proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the
17  alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified
18  the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
19  it will be examined during geotechnical investigations
20  this coming summer.
21            This slide shows the major project components at
22  the mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
23  Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
24  1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
25  and 1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings


Page 16


 1  impoundment, which is technically referred to as the waste
 2  treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres,
 3  or three and a half square miles.  And tailings refer to
 4  the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold
 5  has been removed from the mill.  Number three is the waste
 6  rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and
 7  waste rock is the rock that is removed to get to the
 8  gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the
 9  mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.
10            This is an overview of the major transportation
11  infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
12  facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
13  the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near
14  Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
15  barged upriver.  From there they would be trucked to the
16  mine site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also
17  be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a
18  40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine
19  site.
20            The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
21  extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
22  1,500 feet back from the bank for a total of 26 acres.
23  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
24  the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel,
25  and the fuel barges would be double-hulled.


Page 17


 1            The navigation season would average 110 days per
 2  year, and there would be about three barge tow passings
 3  per day.  That means that if you would be standing
 4  anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to
 5  see three barge tows per day.  It might be two up and one
 6  down or one up and two down.  But you could expect to see
 7  three per day.  And each barge tow would be pushing four
 8  barges.
 9            There would be an average of 64 barge tows and
10  58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry 550
11  tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons
12  each.  And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
13  the number of barge loads would be roughly the same both
14  during construction and during operation of the project.
15            Additional infrastructure includes a
16  construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
17  construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes
18  some small remote camps for pipeline construction.  And
19  the permanent camp would have 600 beds and support a
20  workforce of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning
21  that only about half the total workforce would be on site
22  at any given time.
23            As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
24  meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we
25  will turn to several slides with examples of those issues
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 1  and concerns.
 2            One major area is water resources.  The project
 3  is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
 4  water, but there could still be some concerns.  Some
 5  examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other
 6  surface waters would be diverted away from and around the
 7  mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to
 8  avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as
 9  part of the mining process and could affect base flows of
10  the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of
11  the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again
12  could affect nearby streams.  Some of the rock, when
13  exposed to the elements, could generate acid or leach
14  metals.  So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff would
15  have to be carefully managed to avoid contaminating the
16  waters outside of the mine site.
17            Air quality is also important, and this slide
18  shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
19  sources of emissions, including a large number of large
20  mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
21  created by removing and processing the overburden, waste
22  rock and ore.  Climate change is a growing concern that
23  would need to be considered, as large amounts of
24  hydrocarbons will be burned.
25            And mercury will be looked at in several areas.
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 1  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury could be
 2  released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
 3  emissions could occur during the milling process, and any
 4  mercury co-product would require careful storage and
 5  transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
 6  hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
 7  and good response plans would be crucial in preventing
 8  spills.
 9            Other major issues and concerns include
10  wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
11  subsistence and traditional land use.  The proposed
12  project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
13  approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and
14  related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along
15  the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by
16  excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other
17  disturbance.  And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.
18            There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or
19  reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300
20  acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of
21  individual animals.  We have already discussed barge
22  traffic and noted that there would be a substantial
23  increase.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would
24  be affected by the loss of lands to development.
25            Here are more examples of issues and concerns.
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 1  And these are focused on the communities, cultural
 2  resources, and recreation.  There would be a huge new
 3  workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the
 4  permanent operation of the mine.  This would bring new
 5  employment and income, but also many effects on community
 6  life and human health.  Historical and archeological sites
 7  and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area
 8  might be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and
 9  visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be
10  affected by new structures and mining operations.
11            To conclude, we know that this proposed project
12  and the lands and resources are important to you, and we
13  would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
14  involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
15  important thing by being here today and participating in
16  the scoping meeting.
17            To find more information and to submit a comment
18  form, you can visit the project website.  That's
19  donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly at my
20  phone number or e-mail address that are provided on the
21  slide.  For tribal matters you can contact our tribal
22  liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number and e-mail
23  address are also on the slide.  Amanda and I have had two
24  tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating
25  agency status or government-to-government consultation on
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 1  the project, and we expect to have more.  Tribal
 2  governments have the opportunity to enter into
 3  government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
 4  process from cooperating agency status and the EIS
 5  process.
 6            Now we would like to hear any questions or
 7  comments you may have, and we want to document your
 8  comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your
 9  name if you do speak or provide comments.  And here are
10  some ideas about the types of comments that are helpful in
11  the scoping process.  We are looking for issues and
12  estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS.  We want to
13  identify potential impacts and effects on resources.  We
14  would like to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives,
15  and we would like to find out about any important
16  information about -- available in your community.  And if
17  you do have any written comments, we ask that you leave a
18  copy with our court -- our recorder.
19            So that's the end of the presentation.  I will
20  ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would
21  like to hear them.  We will be here.  We could speak with
22  you individually, as well, if you have questions.
23            Again, I -- there is lots of information on the
24  project website, donlingoldeis.com.  And again, all our
25  contact information was on the slide.  We will be glad to
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 1  give it to you afterwards.  So as I said, we will be here
 2  for a little while yet and be glad to answer any
 3  questions.
 4                  MR. BRELSFORD: Don, maybe to warm up some
 5  of the discussion, the mayor, Wilbur, was talking with me
 6  beforehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of
 7  impacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or
 8  the Kuskokwim River, and then what kind of impacts might
 9  extend all the way across the Calista region on to the
10  lower Yukon River and so on.  I don't know if you want to
11  make any of those additional -- those comments again for
12  the transcript, Wilbur, if you want to bring up some of
13  that discussion again.
14                  MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: My name is Wilbur
15  Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak.  About a decade
16  ago or even more ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin --
17  when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin
18  Creek?
19                  MR. KUHLE: It was originally called
20  Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin Gold
21  Project.
22                  MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: You know, when it
23  first started, when the agencies like Calista and other
24  agencies that came ten, 15 years ago, they emphasized
25  something about the Yukon, but to me our people out there
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 1  never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked
 2  about it won't affect the Yukon.
 3            But you know, the -- the Kuskokwim area has
 4  been -- that upper area has been mined for many decades,
 5  you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s.  And they have
 6  a lot of, what you call that, mercury and some kind of
 7  poison.  I forgot what they call it.  But some of our
 8  people back then, they mentioned that -- I don't think it
 9  will affect the Yukon but, you know, when I talked with
10  Taylor, he mentioned something about the acid or something
11  that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in
12  our region.  And I think that would be part of that effect
13  that will come to our region out here at the mouth of the
14  Yukon River.
15            And another thing I was kind of wondering about
16  is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural
17  gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know.  They could do
18  like some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from
19  out from our region instead of the Cook Inlet area.  I
20  think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to
21  Cook Inlet, but I don't know.  It's just from, you know,
22  reading about it and looking at your -- your -- your maps
23  and whatnot.
24            I don't think our region out here never really,
25  you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us
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 1  because, you know, a lot of times I read in the paper or
 2  heard about the Kuskokwim, you know.  Like I said, they
 3  have been mining that river for 50, 60 years.  And they
 4  have a lot of mercury and acid in their river, when our
 5  Yukon, you know, don't have that much mercury or acid.
 6            I really don't know what to say now.  I'll
 7  probably just go around and around.
 8                  MR. KUHLE: All right.  Thank you.
 9                  MR. BRELSFORD: This is Taylor again.  And
10  we were actually talking about some of the comments from
11  the other villages on the Yukon River.  This meeting in
12  St. Mary's last night, people were asking questions about
13  air quality and about emissions that might travel and land
14  on lands and habitat on the Yukon River side.  So some of
15  it was talking about other comments from nearby villages
16  on the Yukon River.
17                  MR. KUHLE: Anybody else have comments or
18  questions?  Did you want me to respond there, Taylor?
19                  MR. BRELSFORD: No.  When Sarah was
20  talking about human health impacts, there was a really
21  interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that
22  I think is worth mentioning.
23            One of the Elders was asking about health
24  impacts from -- to the workers.  So the men and women who
25  would work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the
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 1  dust or inside the mill, she was asking how do you protect
 2  their health over time so that years and years later
 3  they -- would they end up with cancer or some kind of
 4  illness because of working in the mine.  So I think that's
 5  a really great example of a health question, an open
 6  question about health for us to look into.  And after that
 7  comment from St. Mary's, this would be a question to look
 8  into more carefully in the draft EIS.  It's one health
 9  impact question that we are going to have to look at
10  really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers
11  at the mine.
12                  MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: Can I give some
13  alternatives?  Can I say something about ideas about
14  alternatives?
15                  MR. BRELSFORD: Yes, please.  I'm running
16  out of ideas.
17                  MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: Hello.  My name is
18  Wilbur again.  These scoping ideas of scoping and
19  comments, our region here way down on the lower Yukon, we
20  are the regional hub of three, four different villages,
21  and we are building a port and dock here in the community.
22  They started that design phase.  And the last couple of
23  weeks representatives from our region, like the Yukon
24  Delta Fishing Development Association, the Calista
25  Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some
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 1  monies to build our port here in the community.  And they
 2  are talking about liquid -- what you call that, natural
 3  liquefied gases that's going to be coming from, like,
 4  Fairbanks area, barged down.
 5            About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got
 6  involved with oil exploration.  And our corporation said
 7  there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oil
 8  out here.  But, you know, I think they didn't want our
 9  region to, you know, get some kind of, you know, economic
10  expansion.
11            And our fishing industry used to be really good,
12  you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you
13  know, we are starting all over again.  And our people are
14  in need of, you know, jobs.  And I think, you know, with
15  all these construction companies or agencies that award
16  monies to our communities, we always try to emphasize what
17  you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce
18  that we try to do, some kind of -- it's almost like
19  Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, community job.  And, you
20  know, we get good-paying jobs from construction, like this
21  port work.  We are getting our community roads, and there
22  is all kinds of projects.  We are going to get a new
23  water/sewer system.
24            But, you know -- but some of our young people,
25  we try to emphasize to them that this Donlin Gold is, you
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 1  know, another alternative for our young people to, you
 2  know, work there.  And to me it's not emphasized more --
 3  it's not emphasized to our region.  Last time we had a
 4  meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was like, you
 5  know, a decade ago.  And you know, after that we never did
 6  get any kind of information from them.  And, you know, I
 7  think it's a good idea, you know, for people to come, you
 8  know, like you guys, environmental, Army Corps of
 9  Engineers, your program and Donlin Gold to come out here
10  and express what's coming up in the future, you know, and
11  educate it to our young, you know, our high school people
12  or, you know, to the community.  And I think it's a good
13  thing.
14            A lot of times I read about Kuskokwim area,
15  they -- they get a lot of information from the Donlin
16  Gold.  They -- you know, seems like they are having a lot
17  of meetings over there, and seems like we are being left
18  out here around the mouth of the Yukon.
19                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
20                  MR. WILBUR HOOTCH: I was going to talk
21  about -- Hello.  My name is Wilbur.  Wilbur once again.
22  As for alternatives, I think, you know, these
23  alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's
24  collapsed, you know, we -- you know, like I said earlier,
25  we are getting a new water/sewer system that's being
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 1  designed, a port and dock that's already been designed,
 2  and we have DOT and other agencies and companies that are
 3  coming out here to construct a landfill.  Recently our
 4  tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and
 5  hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are
 6  going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully
 7  that will happen.  And alternatives and -- ideas and
 8  alternatives, I had some ideas earlier before I came up
 9  here, but I kind of forgot them.
10            But still, you know, I think it would be a good
11  idea to come out here again, like before fishing season
12  starts.  We wouldn't be having fishing for about a month
13  after breakup.  And, you know, a lot of people get
14  prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys
15  come out here again, there will be a lot of people here in
16  the community first week of June to August, September.
17  And if you guys emphasize this again, I think it would be
18  a good idea.  You know, we don't have very much
19  participants right now, although we -- you know, URS
20  called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going
21  to have this community meeting and I advertised it
22  numerous times and telling them that they would be having
23  a meeting tonight.
24                  MR. KUHLE: Anybody else?  I think I'll
25  wrap it up here.  Like I said, we will be here and we will
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 1  be glad to speak to you individually.
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I think we always want
 3  to express appreciation for the hospitality.  The city has
 4  done a lot of work to help us getting the meeting
 5  organized and provide lodging and advertising and
 6  everything.  And I'm not sure who brought us some nice
 7  weather like that, but we had a great trip over from St.
 8  Mary's this morning.  So thank you very much for joining
 9  us tonight.  And visit a few minutes after if you are
10  curious about the posters or any of that.  And we will
11  look forward to hearing more from some of the folks in
12  Emmonak.
13                  MR. JAKE REDFOX: I have a question.  My
14  name is Jake Redfox.  I'm with the City of Emmonak, the
15  vice mayor.  I heard you mention earlier about this
16  might -- this project, if it goes forward, it might affect
17  the Iditarod trail, is that correct?
18                  MR. KUHLE: That's -- yes, that's correct.
19  The pipeline in particular, you know, coming from Cook
20  Inlet through the Alaska Range, you know, there is --
21                  MR. JAKE REDFOX: Yeah.  I know the
22  Iditarod has no -- is known worldwide, and it rarely comes
23  down to the lower Yukon where we are from, but it's --
24  it's known everywhere.  It's known over the whole word.
25  And I don't know if the other communities on the Kuskokwim
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 1  are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a
 2  lot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never
 3  really affected down in the lower Yukon.  I don't know
 4  because we are from the Yukon, I suppose.
 5            And how does it -- my -- one of my questions
 6  was:  It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe --
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Well, the pipeline will be,
 8  you know, in the vicinity of the trail or following a
 9  similar route through the Alaska Range and, you know --
10  and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear
11  concerns like that.  And what we are doing at this point
12  is, you know, we will look at the route and look at ways
13  that -- to see if -- you know, if the impacts could be
14  avoided or minimized.  And that's, you know, pretty much
15  the purpose of the EIS is to look at all the alternatives.
16  Is there a way that, you know, any impacts to the Iditarod
17  trail can be avoided, you know.  If not, are there ways to
18  minimize those.
19            So you know, we will be working with, you know,
20  other agencies.  BLM in particular owns a lot of the land
21  along the pipeline route, and the State Historic
22  Preservation Office because of the historic value of the
23  trail.  So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we
24  are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and
25  then, you know, identify the potential impacts and looking
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 1  for ways to avoid those and to minimize them if they can't
 2  be avoided.
 3                  MR. JAKE REDFOX: Thank you.  I've got
 4  another question.  Someone mentioned about the air quality
 5  of the mine.  How does that affect our area?  Is there
 6  concerns about that in the gold mine?
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Well, it's definitely a
 8  concern, yes.  And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has
 9  done, you know, air quality or, you know, I guess existing
10  air quality monitoring for some time now.  They will, you
11  know, submit the results of those tests to URS, or have
12  already.  URS will look at the information that's been
13  provided.  You know, they will look at what's being
14  proposed for the project.  You know, they will look at
15  what the expected impacts could be or what the air quality
16  is likely to be after the project is constructed, you
17  know, and if there is -- and then they will look at ways
18  to avoid or minimize those impacts.  How can those be
19  avoided, how bad is it, and can it be prevented.  And, you
20  know, if the impacts are severe enough, it's possible that
21  the permits would not be issued.
22            But you know, that's what -- the State will be
23  issuing permits for air quality and water quality and, you
24  know, we will be issuing permits, and a lot of agencies
25  will be issuing permits based on the EIS.  So again, what
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 1  we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you
 2  know, looking at the existing environment, what's being
 3  proposed and how that's going to affect the environment
 4  and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimize or
 5  mitigate any impacts that that --
 6                  MR. JAKE REDFOX: Thank you.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Thanks.
 8                  MR. BRELSFORD: Don, maybe to put in
 9  perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would
10  not block the trail.  It's close to the trail for a
11  segment, about 50 miles, if I remember right.  There could
12  be disturbance during construction, you know, when the
13  side boom trucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.
14  After that the pipe is covered over.  So there could be
15  some visual impacts, but that's -- it's not going to
16  disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't
17  continue from year to year.  It's a different kind of
18  impact that we will try to look at.
19                  MR. KUHLE: Any other thoughts or
20  comments, questions?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And like
21  I said, we will be here for a little while, and we are
22  glad -- if you are more comfortable speaking directly with
23  us, we will be glad to do that as well.
24             (Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)
25 
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15 
   
16                            _________________________
                              MARY A. VAVRIK,
17                            Registered Merit Reporter
                              Notary Public for Alaska
18 
   
19            My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2016
   
20 
   
21 
   
22 
   
23 
   
24 
   
25 
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  We ought to get underway,
  


 3   Don.  We have some loyal customers with really good
  


 4   questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation
  


 5   to start?
  


 6             (Invocation offered by Wilbur Hootch.)
  


 7                   MR. BRELSFORD:   So Don, I think we are
  


 8   ready to get started here.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Welcome to the scoping
  


10   meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact
  


11   statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle
  


12   with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the project
  


13   manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two people from
  


14   URS Alaska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in
  


15   preparing the EIS.  They are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie
  


16   Alexie.  And they will be helping me with the presentation
  


17   tonight.  We also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and
  


18   she will be preparing a transcript of the meeting for the
  


19   record.
  


20             This is the agenda for today, just to give you
  


21   an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will
  


22   talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS
  


23   project milestones, and then we want to provide a basic
  


24   overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
  


25   And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
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 1   inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,
  


 2   and we will tell you how to do that.
  


 3             Feel free to ask questions as we go.  If you do
  


 4   have questions or comments, though, please state your name
  


 5   clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the
  


 6   meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation
  


 7   for questions and statements that you may wish to make.
  


 8             We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a
  


 9   mine project that will require federal and State permits.
  


10   And in order to comply with the National Environmental
  


11   Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the
  


12   impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a
  


13   proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project.  This
  


14   is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in
  


15   making permit decisions by the Corps and by other
  


16   agencies.
  


17             And scoping meetings are the first step in the
  


18   EIS process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public
  


19   involvement requirements regarding cultural resources
  


20   under the National Historic Preservation Act.  And the
  


21   Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes
  


22   through government-to-government consultation.
  


23             This map gives an orientation of the project
  


24   area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
  


25   of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
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 1   the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little
  


 2   development to date and no existing roads to the region.
  


 3   The map shows that existing transportation and energy
  


 4   infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
  


 5   Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new
  


 6   infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  And it
  


 7   would all be subject to permitting before the project
  


 8   could proceed.
  


 9             This map gives an idea of the logistics and
  


10   supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
  


11   logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from
  


12   west coast ports.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
  


13   Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to
  


14   river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to
  


15   Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And the fuel and
  


16   supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-loaded at
  


17   a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  And there would be a new
  


18   pipeline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.
  


19             Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and
  


20   we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
  


21   place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
  


22   requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
  


23   affecting the quality of the human environment.  And in
  


24   this case Donlin Gold has submitted application for
  


25   permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
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 1   section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of
  


 2   these permits would be a major federal action and require
  


 3   an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts of the
  


 4   proposed project.
  


 5             The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
  


 6   regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other
  


 7   agencies to make their permit decisions.  And in addition
  


 8   to complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to
  


 9   complete a public interest review and an analysis under
  


10   section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires
  


11   that we select the least environmentally damaging
  


12   practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the
  


13   information necessary for these analyses into the EIS.
  


14             This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
  


15   the regional organization will work together on the EIS.
  


16   Cooperating agencies are selected based on their
  


17   permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.
  


18   As I said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies
  


19   to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will not,
  


20   however, replace their normal permitting authorities and
  


21   processes.  We have one of our cooperating agency -- or
  


22   actually two representatives from our cooperating agencies
  


23   with us, and I'd like to invite them to introduce
  


24   themselves and say a few words about the roles of their
  


25   agencies in the EIS process.  Jeff Bruno with the State.
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 1                   MR. BRUNO:  Can I just speak loud?  My
  


 2   name is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska.  I work with
  


 3   specifically Department of Natural Resources, and I'm the
  


 4   State lead on this project.  The State has agreed to be a
  


 5   cooperating agency, and what that means is that the State
  


 6   is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to
  


 7   assisting the Corps in completing an EIS.
  


 8             Additionally, we have our own permitting
  


 9   process, so that's important to know.  And Don has a slide
  


10   a little later that explains some of the major permits
  


11   that the State will be involved with.  And that will kind
  


12   of happen -- you know, either some of them will happen
  


13   while all of this is going on and some of them just after
  


14   this process ends.  So we will be assisting Don with that.
  


15             Additionally, we have Sarah Yoder from the
  


16   Department of Health and Social Services with us, and
  


17   she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and
  


18   I'm going to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of
  


19   what she's doing.  And I think it's important to this
  


20   project.
  


21                   MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Jeff said,
  


22   my name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of
  


23   Health and Social Services, and I work in the Health
  


24   Impact Assessment Program.  The health impact assessment
  


25   is a process that looks at the potential positive and
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 1   negative health effects of the project, and in its report
  


 2   discusses the potential health effects and then provides
  


 3   suggestions on ways to mitigate those.  And the health
  


 4   impact assessment is not a requirement, so it will be an
  


 5   appendix to the EIS.  But if you have any questions or
  


 6   comments related to health, please feel free to come talk
  


 7   to me.
  


 8                   MR. BRUNO:  One last thing I want to add
  


 9   also on this is not just Department of Natural Resources,
  


10   but also the Department of Fish & Game is also a
  


11   cooperating agency and then the Department of
  


12   Environmental Conservation -- I think I forgot to mention
  


13   that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we
  


14   have a well-rounded group to assist Don and URS on this
  


15   project.
  


16                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.
  


17             The Donlin Gold Project will require many
  


18   federal permits and consultations, and this slide provides
  


19   several examples, and I'll highlight two of these and
  


20   invite you to read the rest.  Since the project would
  


21   place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
  


22   States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
  


23   decisions as to whether or not to authorize the fill.  And
  


24   since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau
  


25   of Land Management lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
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 1   right-of-way application.  You can find a more
  


 2   comprehensive list of required permits in the Donlin Gold
  


 3   permit application, which can be found on the project
  


 4   website, donlingoldeis.com.
  


 5             This slide shows that there are also many
  


 6   permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,
  


 7   over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on
  


 8   State land, so the Department of Natural Resources would
  


 9   evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of
  


10   Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities
  


11   for water and air quality permits, and the Department of
  


12   Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect
  


13   fish habitat.  Also the Corps will consult with the State
  


14   Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and
  


15   historic resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list
  


16   can be found on the project website.
  


17             So this is an overview of the permits.  This
  


18   overview of the permits shows why the various federal and
  


19   State agencies are involved in the EIS.  And we will now
  


20   turn to the milestones in an EIS.
  


21             Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
  


22   preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six
  


23   major steps that will be taken from now until November of
  


24   2015.  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published
  


25   in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012, and that
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 1   initiated the EIS.  And scoping began on that date and
  


 2   continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this
  


 3   month.  The scoping involves public meetings and other
  


 4   methods to provide information and gather comments, and
  


 5   that's why we're here today.
  


 6             After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and
  


 7   the cooperating agencies using information from the
  


 8   scoping process, along with the information provided by
  


 9   Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deems
  


10   necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, which is
  


11   expected to be completed by August 2014.  That's an
  


12   estimated date, and it could shift.  There will then be an
  


13   opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, which will
  


14   be projected to be from August through November of 2014.
  


15   At that time you will be able to see how your comments
  


16   from the scoping period were addressed, and there will be
  


17   another round of public meetings and opportunities to
  


18   submit comments on the draft EIS.
  


19             The draft EIS and any comments received will
  


20   then be used to prepare the final EIS, which is projected
  


21   at this time to be completed by October 2015.  And then
  


22   the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to
  


23   prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their
  


24   individual permitting decisions.
  


25             I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on
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 1   the chart here.  They refer to the public involvement
  


 2   opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS
  


 3   comment period.  And those are the best opportunities to
  


 4   provide input and make sure that your concerns are heard.
  


 5             The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
  


 6   information and to listen to residents in the affected
  


 7   region, and this can be broken into four areas.  The first
  


 8   is to provide information about EIS milestones, and we
  


 9   have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an
  


10   idea of the time frame involved.  The second is to share
  


11   information about the proposed project, and we will be
  


12   doing that shortly in our presentation tonight.  And you
  


13   can also find information on the project website and in
  


14   newsletters that are being mailed out to all the
  


15   households in the affected area.
  


16             The last two are to identify issues and concerns
  


17   to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process and to
  


18   identify useful information from communities.  And we are
  


19   counting on you to help us with these.  And we would like
  


20   to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS
  


21   and if you have information that we can use to make
  


22   informed decisions.
  


23             This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping
  


24   meetings that we have had and will have in the future.  We
  


25   have -- there has been 13 community meetings in the
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 1   project area and one in Anchorage.  And as I said, scoping
  


 2   ends March 29th.  In January we went out to Crooked Creek,
  


 3   Aniak, Bethel, and we had a meeting in Anchorage, also.
  


 4   February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,
  


 5   Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  Last night we were
  


 6   in St. Mary's.  Tonight we are in Emmonak.  And next week
  


 7   we will finish up with Holy Cross and Kongiganak.
  


 8             This map is busy, but the color scheme
  


 9   represents the many subregions of the project area and
  


10   helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For
  


11   example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
  


12   villages which are nearest the proposed project site.  And
  


13   in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek
  


14   because it's the closest to the project area, and also in
  


15   Aniak because it's the subregional hub.  For the other
  


16   subregions we are having meetings -- have and will be
  


17   having meetings similarly held in the subregional hubs.
  


18             We will now move on to a summary of the mining
  


19   project proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is
  


20   Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers
  


21   project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the
  


22   cooperating agencies in order to make permitting
  


23   decisions.
  


24             Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two
  


25   large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
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 1   NovaGold.  The Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands
  


 2   owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
  


 3   Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim
  


 4   Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a
  


 5   very large project.  It's expected to produce over
  


 6   1,000,000 ounces of gold per year for a mining life span
  


 7   of 27 and a half years, during which time it will produce
  


 8   or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.
  


 9             We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
  


10   be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
  


11   Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK
  


12   Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
  


13   might be affected by the project.  For many communities,
  


14   the project might affect lands and resources that are used
  


15   for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
  


16   project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
  


17   with many permits required and many agencies involved.
  


18             The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
  


19   the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
  


20   worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
  


21   for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
  


22   applications.  We are now starting the three-year
  


23   permitting period, the first step of which is holding the
  


24   scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,
  


25   the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
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 1   permits.  If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can
  


 2   proceed with three to four years of construction and an
  


 3   estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
  


 4             At the conclusion of the active life of the
  


 5   mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and
  


 6   reclamation.  And this includes decommissioning the mill
  


 7   facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
  


 8   treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the
  


 9   waste rock storage facilities.  The land would be
  


10   recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.
  


11             I'll now turn to the major components of the
  


12   project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The
  


13   pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
  


14   Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold.  It would
  


15   not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers,
  


16   the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
  


17   horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
  


18   center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
  


19   technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
  


20   three forks of the George River.
  


21             The image of the block valve on the right side
  


22   shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced
  


23   off so that it would not block access to subsistence use
  


24   areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years
  


25   to provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance
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 1   by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create
  


 2   a road along the right-of-way, and the design would allow
  


 3   access, but after construction no improved access for
  


 4   vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.
  


 5             This slide shows that the pipeline would start
  


 6   at Beluga on upper Cook Inlet.  It would cross the Alaska
  


 7   Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the
  


 8   Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue
  


 9   west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline
  


10   would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM
  


11   lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.
  


12             I'd like you to note the blue segment near the
  


13   middle of the slide.  This is an alternative pipeline
  


14   corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
  


15   Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
  


16   proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the
  


17   alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified
  


18   the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and
  


19   it will be examined during geotechnical investigations
  


20   this coming summer.
  


21             This slide shows the major project components at
  


22   the mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
  


23   Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover
  


24   1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
  


25   and 1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings
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 1   impoundment, which is technically referred to as the waste
  


 2   treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres,
  


 3   or three and a half square miles.  And tailings refer to
  


 4   the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold
  


 5   has been removed from the mill.  Number three is the waste
  


 6   rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and
  


 7   waste rock is the rock that is removed to get to the
  


 8   gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the
  


 9   mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.
  


10             This is an overview of the major transportation
  


11   infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
  


12   facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
  


13   the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near
  


14   Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were
  


15   barged upriver.  From there they would be trucked to the
  


16   mine site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also
  


17   be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a
  


18   40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine
  


19   site.
  


20             The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
  


21   extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
  


22   1,500 feet back from the bank for a total of 26 acres.
  


23   The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on
  


24   the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel,
  


25   and the fuel barges would be double-hulled.
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 1             The navigation season would average 110 days per
  


 2   year, and there would be about three barge tow passings
  


 3   per day.  That means that if you would be standing
  


 4   anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to
  


 5   see three barge tows per day.  It might be two up and one
  


 6   down or one up and two down.  But you could expect to see
  


 7   three per day.  And each barge tow would be pushing four
  


 8   barges.
  


 9             There would be an average of 64 barge tows and
  


10   58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry 550
  


11   tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons
  


12   each.  And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
  


13   the number of barge loads would be roughly the same both
  


14   during construction and during operation of the project.
  


15             Additional infrastructure includes a
  


16   construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
  


17   construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes
  


18   some small remote camps for pipeline construction.  And
  


19   the permanent camp would have 600 beds and support a
  


20   workforce of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning
  


21   that only about half the total workforce would be on site
  


22   at any given time.
  


23             As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping
  


24   meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we
  


25   will turn to several slides with examples of those issues
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 1   and concerns.
  


 2             One major area is water resources.  The project
  


 3   is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
  


 4   water, but there could still be some concerns.  Some
  


 5   examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other
  


 6   surface waters would be diverted away from and around the
  


 7   mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to
  


 8   avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as
  


 9   part of the mining process and could affect base flows of
  


10   the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of
  


11   the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again
  


12   could affect nearby streams.  Some of the rock, when
  


13   exposed to the elements, could generate acid or leach
  


14   metals.  So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff would
  


15   have to be carefully managed to avoid contaminating the
  


16   waters outside of the mine site.
  


17             Air quality is also important, and this slide
  


18   shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
  


19   sources of emissions, including a large number of large
  


20   mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
  


21   created by removing and processing the overburden, waste
  


22   rock and ore.  Climate change is a growing concern that
  


23   would need to be considered, as large amounts of
  


24   hydrocarbons will be burned.
  


25             And mercury will be looked at in several areas.
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 1   Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury could be
  


 2   released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
  


 3   emissions could occur during the milling process, and any
  


 4   mercury co-product would require careful storage and
  


 5   transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
  


 6   hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
  


 7   and good response plans would be crucial in preventing
  


 8   spills.
  


 9             Other major issues and concerns include
  


10   wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
  


11   subsistence and traditional land use.  The proposed
  


12   project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
  


13   approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and
  


14   related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along
  


15   the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by
  


16   excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other
  


17   disturbance.  And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.
  


18             There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or
  


19   reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300
  


20   acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of
  


21   individual animals.  We have already discussed barge
  


22   traffic and noted that there would be a substantial
  


23   increase.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would
  


24   be affected by the loss of lands to development.
  


25             Here are more examples of issues and concerns.
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 1   And these are focused on the communities, cultural
  


 2   resources, and recreation.  There would be a huge new
  


 3   workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the
  


 4   permanent operation of the mine.  This would bring new
  


 5   employment and income, but also many effects on community
  


 6   life and human health.  Historical and archeological sites
  


 7   and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area
  


 8   might be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and
  


 9   visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be
  


10   affected by new structures and mining operations.
  


11             To conclude, we know that this proposed project
  


12   and the lands and resources are important to you, and we
  


13   would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
  


14   involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
  


15   important thing by being here today and participating in
  


16   the scoping meeting.
  


17             To find more information and to submit a comment
  


18   form, you can visit the project website.  That's
  


19   donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly at my
  


20   phone number or e-mail address that are provided on the
  


21   slide.  For tribal matters you can contact our tribal
  


22   liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number and e-mail
  


23   address are also on the slide.  Amanda and I have had two
  


24   tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating
  


25   agency status or government-to-government consultation on
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 1   the project, and we expect to have more.  Tribal
  


 2   governments have the opportunity to enter into
  


 3   government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
  


 4   process from cooperating agency status and the EIS
  


 5   process.
  


 6             Now we would like to hear any questions or
  


 7   comments you may have, and we want to document your
  


 8   comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your
  


 9   name if you do speak or provide comments.  And here are
  


10   some ideas about the types of comments that are helpful in
  


11   the scoping process.  We are looking for issues and
  


12   estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS.  We want to
  


13   identify potential impacts and effects on resources.  We
  


14   would like to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives,
  


15   and we would like to find out about any important
  


16   information about -- available in your community.  And if
  


17   you do have any written comments, we ask that you leave a
  


18   copy with our court -- our recorder.
  


19             So that's the end of the presentation.  I will
  


20   ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would
  


21   like to hear them.  We will be here.  We could speak with
  


22   you individually, as well, if you have questions.
  


23             Again, I -- there is lots of information on the
  


24   project website, donlingoldeis.com.  And again, all our
  


25   contact information was on the slide.  We will be glad to
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 1   give it to you afterwards.  So as I said, we will be here
  


 2   for a little while yet and be glad to answer any
  


 3   questions.
  


 4                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to warm up some
  


 5   of the discussion, the mayor, Wilbur, was talking with me
  


 6   beforehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of
  


 7   impacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or
  


 8   the Kuskokwim River, and then what kind of impacts might
  


 9   extend all the way across the Calista region on to the
  


10   lower Yukon River and so on.  I don't know if you want to
  


11   make any of those additional -- those comments again for
  


12   the transcript, Wilbur, if you want to bring up some of
  


13   that discussion again.
  


14                   MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  My name is Wilbur
  


15   Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak.  About a decade
  


16   ago or even more ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin --
  


17   when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin
  


18   Creek?
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  It was originally called
  


20   Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin Gold
  


21   Project.
  


22                   MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  You know, when it
  


23   first started, when the agencies like Calista and other
  


24   agencies that came ten, 15 years ago, they emphasized
  


25   something about the Yukon, but to me our people out there
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 1   never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked
  


 2   about it won't affect the Yukon.
  


 3             But you know, the -- the Kuskokwim area has
  


 4   been -- that upper area has been mined for many decades,
  


 5   you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s.  And they have
  


 6   a lot of, what you call that, mercury and some kind of
  


 7   poison.  I forgot what they call it.  But some of our
  


 8   people back then, they mentioned that -- I don't think it
  


 9   will affect the Yukon but, you know, when I talked with
  


10   Taylor, he mentioned something about the acid or something
  


11   that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in
  


12   our region.  And I think that would be part of that effect
  


13   that will come to our region out here at the mouth of the
  


14   Yukon River.
  


15             And another thing I was kind of wondering about
  


16   is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural
  


17   gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know.  They could do
  


18   like some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from
  


19   out from our region instead of the Cook Inlet area.  I
  


20   think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to
  


21   Cook Inlet, but I don't know.  It's just from, you know,
  


22   reading about it and looking at your -- your -- your maps
  


23   and whatnot.
  


24             I don't think our region out here never really,
  


25   you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us
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 1   because, you know, a lot of times I read in the paper or
  


 2   heard about the Kuskokwim, you know.  Like I said, they
  


 3   have been mining that river for 50, 60 years.  And they
  


 4   have a lot of mercury and acid in their river, when our
  


 5   Yukon, you know, don't have that much mercury or acid.
  


 6             I really don't know what to say now.  I'll
  


 7   probably just go around and around.
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.
  


 9                   MR. BRELSFORD:  This is Taylor again.  And
  


10   we were actually talking about some of the comments from
  


11   the other villages on the Yukon River.  This meeting in
  


12   St. Mary's last night, people were asking questions about
  


13   air quality and about emissions that might travel and land
  


14   on lands and habitat on the Yukon River side.  So some of
  


15   it was talking about other comments from nearby villages
  


16   on the Yukon River.
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else have comments or
  


18   questions?  Did you want me to respond there, Taylor?
  


19                   MR. BRELSFORD:  No.  When Sarah was
  


20   talking about human health impacts, there was a really
  


21   interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that
  


22   I think is worth mentioning.
  


23             One of the Elders was asking about health
  


24   impacts from -- to the workers.  So the men and women who
  


25   would work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the
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 1   dust or inside the mill, she was asking how do you protect
  


 2   their health over time so that years and years later
  


 3   they -- would they end up with cancer or some kind of
  


 4   illness because of working in the mine.  So I think that's
  


 5   a really great example of a health question, an open
  


 6   question about health for us to look into.  And after that
  


 7   comment from St. Mary's, this would be a question to look
  


 8   into more carefully in the draft EIS.  It's one health
  


 9   impact question that we are going to have to look at
  


10   really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers
  


11   at the mine.
  


12                   MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Can I give some
  


13   alternatives?  Can I say something about ideas about
  


14   alternatives?
  


15                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes, please.  I'm running
  


16   out of ideas.
  


17                   MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Hello.  My name is
  


18   Wilbur again.  These scoping ideas of scoping and
  


19   comments, our region here way down on the lower Yukon, we
  


20   are the regional hub of three, four different villages,
  


21   and we are building a port and dock here in the community.
  


22   They started that design phase.  And the last couple of
  


23   weeks representatives from our region, like the Yukon
  


24   Delta Fishing Development Association, the Calista
  


25   Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some
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 1   monies to build our port here in the community.  And they
  


 2   are talking about liquid -- what you call that, natural
  


 3   liquefied gases that's going to be coming from, like,
  


 4   Fairbanks area, barged down.
  


 5             About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got
  


 6   involved with oil exploration.  And our corporation said
  


 7   there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oil
  


 8   out here.  But, you know, I think they didn't want our
  


 9   region to, you know, get some kind of, you know, economic
  


10   expansion.
  


11             And our fishing industry used to be really good,
  


12   you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you
  


13   know, we are starting all over again.  And our people are
  


14   in need of, you know, jobs.  And I think, you know, with
  


15   all these construction companies or agencies that award
  


16   monies to our communities, we always try to emphasize what
  


17   you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce
  


18   that we try to do, some kind of -- it's almost like
  


19   Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, community job.  And, you
  


20   know, we get good-paying jobs from construction, like this
  


21   port work.  We are getting our community roads, and there
  


22   is all kinds of projects.  We are going to get a new
  


23   water/sewer system.
  


24             But, you know -- but some of our young people,
  


25   we try to emphasize to them that this Donlin Gold is, you
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 1   know, another alternative for our young people to, you
  


 2   know, work there.  And to me it's not emphasized more --
  


 3   it's not emphasized to our region.  Last time we had a
  


 4   meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was like, you
  


 5   know, a decade ago.  And you know, after that we never did
  


 6   get any kind of information from them.  And, you know, I
  


 7   think it's a good idea, you know, for people to come, you
  


 8   know, like you guys, environmental, Army Corps of
  


 9   Engineers, your program and Donlin Gold to come out here
  


10   and express what's coming up in the future, you know, and
  


11   educate it to our young, you know, our high school people
  


12   or, you know, to the community.  And I think it's a good
  


13   thing.
  


14             A lot of times I read about Kuskokwim area,
  


15   they -- they get a lot of information from the Donlin
  


16   Gold.  They -- you know, seems like they are having a lot
  


17   of meetings over there, and seems like we are being left
  


18   out here around the mouth of the Yukon.
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
  


20                   MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  I was going to talk
  


21   about -- Hello.  My name is Wilbur.  Wilbur once again.
  


22   As for alternatives, I think, you know, these
  


23   alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's
  


24   collapsed, you know, we -- you know, like I said earlier,
  


25   we are getting a new water/sewer system that's being
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 1   designed, a port and dock that's already been designed,
  


 2   and we have DOT and other agencies and companies that are
  


 3   coming out here to construct a landfill.  Recently our
  


 4   tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and
  


 5   hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are
  


 6   going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully
  


 7   that will happen.  And alternatives and -- ideas and
  


 8   alternatives, I had some ideas earlier before I came up
  


 9   here, but I kind of forgot them.
  


10             But still, you know, I think it would be a good
  


11   idea to come out here again, like before fishing season
  


12   starts.  We wouldn't be having fishing for about a month
  


13   after breakup.  And, you know, a lot of people get
  


14   prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys
  


15   come out here again, there will be a lot of people here in
  


16   the community first week of June to August, September.
  


17   And if you guys emphasize this again, I think it would be
  


18   a good idea.  You know, we don't have very much
  


19   participants right now, although we -- you know, URS
  


20   called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going
  


21   to have this community meeting and I advertised it
  


22   numerous times and telling them that they would be having
  


23   a meeting tonight.
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else?  I think I'll
  


25   wrap it up here.  Like I said, we will be here and we will
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 1   be glad to speak to you individually.
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think we always want
  


 3   to express appreciation for the hospitality.  The city has
  


 4   done a lot of work to help us getting the meeting
  


 5   organized and provide lodging and advertising and
  


 6   everything.  And I'm not sure who brought us some nice
  


 7   weather like that, but we had a great trip over from St.
  


 8   Mary's this morning.  So thank you very much for joining
  


 9   us tonight.  And visit a few minutes after if you are
  


10   curious about the posters or any of that.  And we will
  


11   look forward to hearing more from some of the folks in
  


12   Emmonak.
  


13                   MR. JAKE REDFOX:  I have a question.  My
  


14   name is Jake Redfox.  I'm with the City of Emmonak, the
  


15   vice mayor.  I heard you mention earlier about this
  


16   might -- this project, if it goes forward, it might affect
  


17   the Iditarod trail, is that correct?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  That's -- yes, that's correct.
  


19   The pipeline in particular, you know, coming from Cook
  


20   Inlet through the Alaska Range, you know, there is --
  


21                   MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Yeah.  I know the
  


22   Iditarod has no -- is known worldwide, and it rarely comes
  


23   down to the lower Yukon where we are from, but it's --
  


24   it's known everywhere.  It's known over the whole word.
  


25   And I don't know if the other communities on the Kuskokwim
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 1   are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a
  


 2   lot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never
  


 3   really affected down in the lower Yukon.  I don't know
  


 4   because we are from the Yukon, I suppose.
  


 5             And how does it -- my -- one of my questions
  


 6   was:  It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe --
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, the pipeline will be,
  


 8   you know, in the vicinity of the trail or following a
  


 9   similar route through the Alaska Range and, you know --
  


10   and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear
  


11   concerns like that.  And what we are doing at this point
  


12   is, you know, we will look at the route and look at ways
  


13   that -- to see if -- you know, if the impacts could be
  


14   avoided or minimized.  And that's, you know, pretty much
  


15   the purpose of the EIS is to look at all the alternatives.
  


16   Is there a way that, you know, any impacts to the Iditarod
  


17   trail can be avoided, you know.  If not, are there ways to
  


18   minimize those.
  


19             So you know, we will be working with, you know,
  


20   other agencies.  BLM in particular owns a lot of the land
  


21   along the pipeline route, and the State Historic
  


22   Preservation Office because of the historic value of the
  


23   trail.  So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we
  


24   are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and
  


25   then, you know, identify the potential impacts and looking
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 1   for ways to avoid those and to minimize them if they can't
  


 2   be avoided.
  


 3                   MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.  I've got
  


 4   another question.  Someone mentioned about the air quality
  


 5   of the mine.  How does that affect our area?  Is there
  


 6   concerns about that in the gold mine?
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's definitely a
  


 8   concern, yes.  And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has
  


 9   done, you know, air quality or, you know, I guess existing
  


10   air quality monitoring for some time now.  They will, you
  


11   know, submit the results of those tests to URS, or have
  


12   already.  URS will look at the information that's been
  


13   provided.  You know, they will look at what's being
  


14   proposed for the project.  You know, they will look at
  


15   what the expected impacts could be or what the air quality
  


16   is likely to be after the project is constructed, you
  


17   know, and if there is -- and then they will look at ways
  


18   to avoid or minimize those impacts.  How can those be
  


19   avoided, how bad is it, and can it be prevented.  And, you
  


20   know, if the impacts are severe enough, it's possible that
  


21   the permits would not be issued.
  


22             But you know, that's what -- the State will be
  


23   issuing permits for air quality and water quality and, you
  


24   know, we will be issuing permits, and a lot of agencies
  


25   will be issuing permits based on the EIS.  So again, what
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 1   we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you
  


 2   know, looking at the existing environment, what's being
  


 3   proposed and how that's going to affect the environment
  


 4   and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimize or
  


 5   mitigate any impacts that that --
  


 6                   MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Thanks.
  


 8                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to put in
  


 9   perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would
  


10   not block the trail.  It's close to the trail for a
  


11   segment, about 50 miles, if I remember right.  There could
  


12   be disturbance during construction, you know, when the
  


13   side boom trucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.
  


14   After that the pipe is covered over.  So there could be
  


15   some visual impacts, but that's -- it's not going to
  


16   disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't
  


17   continue from year to year.  It's a different kind of
  


18   impact that we will try to look at.
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  Any other thoughts or
  


20   comments, questions?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And like
  


21   I said, we will be here for a little while, and we are
  


22   glad -- if you are more comfortable speaking directly with
  


23   us, we will be glad to do that as well.
  


24              (Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)
  


25
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 1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
  


 2             I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
  


 3   the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
  


 4             That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
  


 5   me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
  


 6   proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later
  


 7   transcribed under my direction by computer transcription;
  


 8   that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
  


 9   taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have
  


10   I any interest in the outcome of the action herein
  


11   contained.
  


12             IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed
  


13   my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of
  


14   ______________ 2013.
  


15
  


16                             _________________________
                             MARY A. VAVRIK,


17                             Registered Merit Reporter
                             Notary Public for Alaska


18
  


19             My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2016
  


20
  


21
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We ought to get underway, 



            3    Don.  We have some loyal customers with really good 



            4    questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation 



            5    to start?  



            6              (Invocation offered by Wilbur Hootch.)



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:   So Don, I think we are 



            8    ready to get started here.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Welcome to the scoping 



           10    meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact 



           11    statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle 



           12    with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the project 



           13    manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two people from 



           14    URS Alaska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in 



           15    preparing the EIS.  They are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie 



           16    Alexie.  And they will be helping me with the presentation 



           17    tonight.  We also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and 



           18    she will be preparing a transcript of the meeting for the 



           19    record.  



           20              This is the agenda for today, just to give you 



           21    an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will 



           22    talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS 



           23    project milestones, and then we want to provide a basic 



           24    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  



           25    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of 
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            1    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved, 



            2    and we will tell you how to do that.  



            3              Feel free to ask questions as we go.  If you do 



            4    have questions or comments, though, please state your name 



            5    clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the 



            6    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation 



            7    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.  



            8              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a 



            9    mine project that will require federal and State permits.  



           10    And in order to comply with the National Environmental 



           11    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the 



           12    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a 



           13    proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project.  This 



           14    is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in 



           15    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other 



           16    agencies.  



           17              And scoping meetings are the first step in the 



           18    EIS process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public 



           19    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources 



           20    under the National Historic Preservation Act.  And the 



           21    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes 



           22    through government-to-government consultation.  



           23              This map gives an orientation of the project 



           24    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



           25    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and 
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            1    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little 



            2    development to date and no existing roads to the region.  



            3    The map shows that existing transportation and energy 



            4    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral 



            5    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new 



            6    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  And it 



            7    would all be subject to permitting before the project 



            8    could proceed.  



            9              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



           10    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



           11    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from 



           12    west coast ports.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch 



           13    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to 



           14    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to 



           15    Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And the fuel and 



           16    supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-loaded at 



           17    a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  And there would be a new 



           18    pipeline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.  



           19              Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and 



           20    we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first 



           21    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 



           22    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



           23    affecting the quality of the human environment.  And in 



           24    this case Donlin Gold has submitted application for 



           25    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and 
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            1    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of 



            2    these permits would be a major federal action and require 



            3    an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts of the 



            4    proposed project.  



            5              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



            6    regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other 



            7    agencies to make their permit decisions.  And in addition 



            8    to complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to 



            9    complete a public interest review and an analysis under 



           10    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires 



           11    that we select the least environmentally damaging 



           12    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the 



           13    information necessary for these analyses into the EIS.  



           14              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and 



           15    the regional organization will work together on the EIS.  



           16    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their 



           17    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.  



           18    As I said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies 



           19    to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will not, 



           20    however, replace their normal permitting authorities and 



           21    processes.  We have one of our cooperating agency -- or 



           22    actually two representatives from our cooperating agencies 



           23    with us, and I'd like to invite them to introduce 



           24    themselves and say a few words about the roles of their 



           25    agencies in the EIS process.  Jeff Bruno with the State.  
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            1                    MR. BRUNO:  Can I just speak loud?  My 



            2    name is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska.  I work with 



            3    specifically Department of Natural Resources, and I'm the 



            4    State lead on this project.  The State has agreed to be a 



            5    cooperating agency, and what that means is that the State 



            6    is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to 



            7    assisting the Corps in completing an EIS.  



            8              Additionally, we have our own permitting 



            9    process, so that's important to know.  And Don has a slide 



           10    a little later that explains some of the major permits 



           11    that the State will be involved with.  And that will kind 



           12    of happen -- you know, either some of them will happen 



           13    while all of this is going on and some of them just after 



           14    this process ends.  So we will be assisting Don with that.  



           15              Additionally, we have Sarah Yoder from the 



           16    Department of Health and Social Services with us, and 



           17    she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and 



           18    I'm going to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of 



           19    what she's doing.  And I think it's important to this 



           20    project.  



           21                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Jeff said, 



           22    my name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of 



           23    Health and Social Services, and I work in the Health 



           24    Impact Assessment Program.  The health impact assessment 



           25    is a process that looks at the potential positive and 
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            1    negative health effects of the project, and in its report 



            2    discusses the potential health effects and then provides 



            3    suggestions on ways to mitigate those.  And the health 



            4    impact assessment is not a requirement, so it will be an 



            5    appendix to the EIS.  But if you have any questions or 



            6    comments related to health, please feel free to come talk 



            7    to me.  



            8                    MR. BRUNO:  One last thing I want to add 



            9    also on this is not just Department of Natural Resources, 



           10    but also the Department of Fish & Game is also a 



           11    cooperating agency and then the Department of 



           12    Environmental Conservation -- I think I forgot to mention 



           13    that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we 



           14    have a well-rounded group to assist Don and URS on this 



           15    project.



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.  



           17              The Donlin Gold Project will require many 



           18    federal permits and consultations, and this slide provides 



           19    several examples, and I'll highlight two of these and 



           20    invite you to read the rest.  Since the project would 



           21    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United 



           22    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit 



           23    decisions as to whether or not to authorize the fill.  And 



           24    since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau 



           25    of Land Management lands, BLM will need to evaluate a 
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            1    right-of-way application.  You can find a more 



            2    comprehensive list of required permits in the Donlin Gold 



            3    permit application, which can be found on the project 



            4    website, donlingoldeis.com.  



            5              This slide shows that there are also many 



            6    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example, 



            7    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on 



            8    State land, so the Department of Natural Resources would 



            9    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of 



           10    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities 



           11    for water and air quality permits, and the Department of 



           12    Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect 



           13    fish habitat.  Also the Corps will consult with the State 



           14    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and 



           15    historic resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list 



           16    can be found on the project website.  



           17              So this is an overview of the permits.  This 



           18    overview of the permits shows why the various federal and 



           19    State agencies are involved in the EIS.  And we will now 



           20    turn to the milestones in an EIS.  



           21              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in 



           22    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six 



           23    major steps that will be taken from now until November of 



           24    2015.  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published 



           25    in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012, and that 
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            1    initiated the EIS.  And scoping began on that date and 



            2    continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this 



            3    month.  The scoping involves public meetings and other 



            4    methods to provide information and gather comments, and 



            5    that's why we're here today.  



            6              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and 



            7    the cooperating agencies using information from the 



            8    scoping process, along with the information provided by 



            9    Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deems 



           10    necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, which is 



           11    expected to be completed by August 2014.  That's an 



           12    estimated date, and it could shift.  There will then be an 



           13    opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, which will 



           14    be projected to be from August through November of 2014.  



           15    At that time you will be able to see how your comments 



           16    from the scoping period were addressed, and there will be 



           17    another round of public meetings and opportunities to 



           18    submit comments on the draft EIS.  



           19              The draft EIS and any comments received will 



           20    then be used to prepare the final EIS, which is projected 



           21    at this time to be completed by October 2015.  And then 



           22    the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to 



           23    prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their 



           24    individual permitting decisions.  



           25              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on 
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            1    the chart here.  They refer to the public involvement 



            2    opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS 



            3    comment period.  And those are the best opportunities to 



            4    provide input and make sure that your concerns are heard.  



            5              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



            6    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



            7    region, and this can be broken into four areas.  The first 



            8    is to provide information about EIS milestones, and we 



            9    have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an 



           10    idea of the time frame involved.  The second is to share 



           11    information about the proposed project, and we will be 



           12    doing that shortly in our presentation tonight.  And you 



           13    can also find information on the project website and in 



           14    newsletters that are being mailed out to all the 



           15    households in the affected area.  



           16              The last two are to identify issues and concerns 



           17    to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process and to 



           18    identify useful information from communities.  And we are 



           19    counting on you to help us with these.  And we would like 



           20    to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS 



           21    and if you have information that we can use to make 



           22    informed decisions.  



           23              This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping 



           24    meetings that we have had and will have in the future.  We 



           25    have -- there has been 13 community meetings in the 
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            1    project area and one in Anchorage.  And as I said, scoping 



            2    ends March 29th.  In January we went out to Crooked Creek, 



            3    Aniak, Bethel, and we had a meeting in Anchorage, also.  



            4    February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath, 



            5    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  Last night we were 



            6    in St. Mary's.  Tonight we are in Emmonak.  And next week 



            7    we will finish up with Holy Cross and Kongiganak.  



            8              This map is busy, but the color scheme 



            9    represents the many subregions of the project area and 



           10    helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For 



           11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



           12    villages which are nearest the proposed project site.  And 



           13    in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek 



           14    because it's the closest to the project area, and also in 



           15    Aniak because it's the subregional hub.  For the other 



           16    subregions we are having meetings -- have and will be 



           17    having meetings similarly held in the subregional hubs.  



           18              We will now move on to a summary of the mining 



           19    project proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is 



           20    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers 



           21    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the 



           22    cooperating agencies in order to make permitting 



           23    decisions.  



           24              Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two 



           25    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and 
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            1    NovaGold.  The Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands 



            2    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista 



            3    Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim 



            4    Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a 



            5    very large project.  It's expected to produce over 



            6    1,000,000 ounces of gold per year for a mining life span 



            7    of 27 and a half years, during which time it will produce 



            8    or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.  



            9              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would 



           10    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



           11    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK 



           12    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that 



           13    might be affected by the project.  For many communities, 



           14    the project might affect lands and resources that are used 



           15    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This 



           16    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements 



           17    with many permits required and many agencies involved.  



           18              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 



           19    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has 



           20    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 



           21    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit 



           22    applications.  We are now starting the three-year 



           23    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the 



           24    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process, 



           25    the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their 
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            1    permits.  If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can 



            2    proceed with three to four years of construction and an 



            3    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  



            4              At the conclusion of the active life of the 



            5    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and 



            6    reclamation.  And this includes decommissioning the mill 



            7    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste 



            8    treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the 



            9    waste rock storage facilities.  The land would be 



           10    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.  



           11              I'll now turn to the major components of the 



           12    project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The 



           13    pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the 



           14    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold.  It would 



           15    not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers, 



           16    the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using 



           17    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 



           18    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this 



           19    technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



           20    three forks of the George River.  



           21              The image of the block valve on the right side 



           22    shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced 



           23    off so that it would not block access to subsistence use 



           24    areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years 



           25    to provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance 
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            1    by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create 



            2    a road along the right-of-way, and the design would allow 



            3    access, but after construction no improved access for 



            4    vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.  



            5              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



            6    at Beluga on upper Cook Inlet.  It would cross the Alaska 



            7    Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the 



            8    Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue 



            9    west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline 



           10    would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM 



           11    lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.  



           12              I'd like you to note the blue segment near the 



           13    middle of the slide.  This is an alternative pipeline 



           14    corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the 



           15    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally 



           16    proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the 



           17    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified 



           18    the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and 



           19    it will be examined during geotechnical investigations 



           20    this coming summer.  



           21              This slide shows the major project components at 



           22    the mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.  



           23    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover 



           24    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide, 



           25    and 1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings 
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            1    impoundment, which is technically referred to as the waste 



            2    treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres, 



            3    or three and a half square miles.  And tailings refer to 



            4    the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold 



            5    has been removed from the mill.  Number three is the waste 



            6    rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and 



            7    waste rock is the rock that is removed to get to the 



            8    gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the 



            9    mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.  



           10              This is an overview of the major transportation 



           11    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port 



           12    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to 



           13    the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near 



           14    Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were 



           15    barged upriver.  From there they would be trucked to the 



           16    mine site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also 



           17    be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a 



           18    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine 



           19    site.  



           20              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



           21    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



           22    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total of 26 acres.  



           23    The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on 



           24    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel, 



           25    and the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  
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            1              The navigation season would average 110 days per 



            2    year, and there would be about three barge tow passings 



            3    per day.  That means that if you would be standing 



            4    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to 



            5    see three barge tows per day.  It might be two up and one 



            6    down or one up and two down.  But you could expect to see 



            7    three per day.  And each barge tow would be pushing four 



            8    barges.  



            9              There would be an average of 64 barge tows and 



           10    58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry 550 



           11    tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons 



           12    each.  And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and 



           13    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same both 



           14    during construction and during operation of the project.  



           15              Additional infrastructure includes a 



           16    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 



           17    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes 



           18    some small remote camps for pipeline construction.  And 



           19    the permanent camp would have 600 beds and support a 



           20    workforce of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning 



           21    that only about half the total workforce would be on site 



           22    at any given time.  



           23              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping 



           24    meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we 



           25    will turn to several slides with examples of those issues 
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            1    and concerns.  



            2              One major area is water resources.  The project 



            3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted 



            4    water, but there could still be some concerns.  Some 



            5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other 



            6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around the 



            7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to 



            8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as 



            9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of 



           10    the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of 



           11    the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again 



           12    could affect nearby streams.  Some of the rock, when 



           13    exposed to the elements, could generate acid or leach 



           14    metals.  So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff would 



           15    have to be carefully managed to avoid contaminating the 



           16    waters outside of the mine site.  



           17              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



           18    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several 



           19    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



           20    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust 



           21    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste 



           22    rock and ore.  Climate change is a growing concern that 



           23    would need to be considered, as large amounts of 



           24    hydrocarbons will be burned.  



           25              And mercury will be looked at in several areas.  
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            1    Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury could be 



            2    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack 



            3    emissions could occur during the milling process, and any 



            4    mercury co-product would require careful storage and 



            5    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and 



            6    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures 



            7    and good response plans would be crucial in preventing 



            8    spills.  



            9              Other major issues and concerns include 



           10    wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



           11    subsistence and traditional land use.  The proposed 



           12    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this, 



           13    approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and 



           14    related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along 



           15    the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by 



           16    excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other 



           17    disturbance.  And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.  



           18              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or 



           19    reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300 



           20    acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of 



           21    individual animals.  We have already discussed barge 



           22    traffic and noted that there would be a substantial 



           23    increase.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would 



           24    be affected by the loss of lands to development.  



           25              Here are more examples of issues and concerns.  
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            1    And these are focused on the communities, cultural 



            2    resources, and recreation.  There would be a huge new 



            3    workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the 



            4    permanent operation of the mine.  This would bring new 



            5    employment and income, but also many effects on community 



            6    life and human health.  Historical and archeological sites 



            7    and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area 



            8    might be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and 



            9    visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be 



           10    affected by new structures and mining operations.  



           11              To conclude, we know that this proposed project 



           12    and the lands and resources are important to you, and we 



           13    would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get 



           14    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most 



           15    important thing by being here today and participating in 



           16    the scoping meeting.  



           17              To find more information and to submit a comment 



           18    form, you can visit the project website.  That's 



           19    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly at my 



           20    phone number or e-mail address that are provided on the 



           21    slide.  For tribal matters you can contact our tribal 



           22    liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number and e-mail 



           23    address are also on the slide.  Amanda and I have had two 



           24    tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating 



           25    agency status or government-to-government consultation on 
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            1    the project, and we expect to have more.  Tribal 



            2    governments have the opportunity to enter into 



            3    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate 



            4    process from cooperating agency status and the EIS 



            5    process.  



            6              Now we would like to hear any questions or 



            7    comments you may have, and we want to document your 



            8    comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your 



            9    name if you do speak or provide comments.  And here are 



           10    some ideas about the types of comments that are helpful in 



           11    the scoping process.  We are looking for issues and 



           12    estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS.  We want to 



           13    identify potential impacts and effects on resources.  We 



           14    would like to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives, 



           15    and we would like to find out about any important 



           16    information about -- available in your community.  And if 



           17    you do have any written comments, we ask that you leave a 



           18    copy with our court -- our recorder.  



           19              So that's the end of the presentation.  I will 



           20    ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would 



           21    like to hear them.  We will be here.  We could speak with 



           22    you individually, as well, if you have questions.  



           23              Again, I -- there is lots of information on the 



           24    project website, donlingoldeis.com.  And again, all our 



           25    contact information was on the slide.  We will be glad to 
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            1    give it to you afterwards.  So as I said, we will be here 



            2    for a little while yet and be glad to answer any 



            3    questions.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to warm up some 



            5    of the discussion, the mayor, Wilbur, was talking with me 



            6    beforehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of 



            7    impacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or 



            8    the Kuskokwim River, and then what kind of impacts might 



            9    extend all the way across the Calista region on to the 



           10    lower Yukon River and so on.  I don't know if you want to 



           11    make any of those additional -- those comments again for 



           12    the transcript, Wilbur, if you want to bring up some of 



           13    that discussion again.



           14                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  My name is Wilbur 



           15    Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak.  About a decade 



           16    ago or even more ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin -- 



           17    when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin 



           18    Creek?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  It was originally called 



           20    Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin Gold 



           21    Project.



           22                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  You know, when it 



           23    first started, when the agencies like Calista and other 



           24    agencies that came ten, 15 years ago, they emphasized 



           25    something about the Yukon, but to me our people out there 
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            1    never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked 



            2    about it won't affect the Yukon.  



            3              But you know, the -- the Kuskokwim area has 



            4    been -- that upper area has been mined for many decades, 



            5    you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s.  And they have 



            6    a lot of, what you call that, mercury and some kind of 



            7    poison.  I forgot what they call it.  But some of our 



            8    people back then, they mentioned that -- I don't think it 



            9    will affect the Yukon but, you know, when I talked with 



           10    Taylor, he mentioned something about the acid or something 



           11    that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in 



           12    our region.  And I think that would be part of that effect 



           13    that will come to our region out here at the mouth of the 



           14    Yukon River.  



           15              And another thing I was kind of wondering about 



           16    is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural 



           17    gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know.  They could do 



           18    like some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from 



           19    out from our region instead of the Cook Inlet area.  I 



           20    think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to 



           21    Cook Inlet, but I don't know.  It's just from, you know, 



           22    reading about it and looking at your -- your -- your maps 



           23    and whatnot.  



           24              I don't think our region out here never really, 



           25    you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us 
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            1    because, you know, a lot of times I read in the paper or 



            2    heard about the Kuskokwim, you know.  Like I said, they 



            3    have been mining that river for 50, 60 years.  And they 



            4    have a lot of mercury and acid in their river, when our 



            5    Yukon, you know, don't have that much mercury or acid.  



            6              I really don't know what to say now.  I'll 



            7    probably just go around and around.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  This is Taylor again.  And 



           10    we were actually talking about some of the comments from 



           11    the other villages on the Yukon River.  This meeting in 



           12    St. Mary's last night, people were asking questions about 



           13    air quality and about emissions that might travel and land 



           14    on lands and habitat on the Yukon River side.  So some of 



           15    it was talking about other comments from nearby villages 



           16    on the Yukon River.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else have comments or 



           18    questions?  Did you want me to respond there, Taylor?  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  No.  When Sarah was 



           20    talking about human health impacts, there was a really 



           21    interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that 



           22    I think is worth mentioning.  



           23              One of the Elders was asking about health 



           24    impacts from -- to the workers.  So the men and women who 



           25    would work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the 
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            1    dust or inside the mill, she was asking how do you protect 



            2    their health over time so that years and years later 



            3    they -- would they end up with cancer or some kind of 



            4    illness because of working in the mine.  So I think that's 



            5    a really great example of a health question, an open 



            6    question about health for us to look into.  And after that 



            7    comment from St. Mary's, this would be a question to look 



            8    into more carefully in the draft EIS.  It's one health 



            9    impact question that we are going to have to look at 



           10    really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers 



           11    at the mine.



           12                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Can I give some 



           13    alternatives?  Can I say something about ideas about 



           14    alternatives?



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes, please.  I'm running 



           16    out of ideas.



           17                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Hello.  My name is 



           18    Wilbur again.  These scoping ideas of scoping and 



           19    comments, our region here way down on the lower Yukon, we 



           20    are the regional hub of three, four different villages, 



           21    and we are building a port and dock here in the community.  



           22    They started that design phase.  And the last couple of 



           23    weeks representatives from our region, like the Yukon 



           24    Delta Fishing Development Association, the Calista 



           25    Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some 
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            1    monies to build our port here in the community.  And they 



            2    are talking about liquid -- what you call that, natural 



            3    liquefied gases that's going to be coming from, like, 



            4    Fairbanks area, barged down.  



            5              About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got 



            6    involved with oil exploration.  And our corporation said 



            7    there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oil 



            8    out here.  But, you know, I think they didn't want our 



            9    region to, you know, get some kind of, you know, economic 



           10    expansion.  



           11              And our fishing industry used to be really good, 



           12    you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you 



           13    know, we are starting all over again.  And our people are 



           14    in need of, you know, jobs.  And I think, you know, with 



           15    all these construction companies or agencies that award 



           16    monies to our communities, we always try to emphasize what 



           17    you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce 



           18    that we try to do, some kind of -- it's almost like 



           19    Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, community job.  And, you 



           20    know, we get good-paying jobs from construction, like this 



           21    port work.  We are getting our community roads, and there 



           22    is all kinds of projects.  We are going to get a new 



           23    water/sewer system.  



           24              But, you know -- but some of our young people, 



           25    we try to emphasize to them that this Donlin Gold is, you 
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            1    know, another alternative for our young people to, you 



            2    know, work there.  And to me it's not emphasized more -- 



            3    it's not emphasized to our region.  Last time we had a 



            4    meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was like, you 



            5    know, a decade ago.  And you know, after that we never did 



            6    get any kind of information from them.  And, you know, I 



            7    think it's a good idea, you know, for people to come, you 



            8    know, like you guys, environmental, Army Corps of 



            9    Engineers, your program and Donlin Gold to come out here 



           10    and express what's coming up in the future, you know, and 



           11    educate it to our young, you know, our high school people 



           12    or, you know, to the community.  And I think it's a good 



           13    thing.  



           14              A lot of times I read about Kuskokwim area, 



           15    they -- they get a lot of information from the Donlin 



           16    Gold.  They -- you know, seems like they are having a lot 



           17    of meetings over there, and seems like we are being left 



           18    out here around the mouth of the Yukon.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.



           20                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  I was going to talk 



           21    about -- Hello.  My name is Wilbur.  Wilbur once again.  



           22    As for alternatives, I think, you know, these 



           23    alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's 



           24    collapsed, you know, we -- you know, like I said earlier, 



           25    we are getting a new water/sewer system that's being 
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            1    designed, a port and dock that's already been designed, 



            2    and we have DOT and other agencies and companies that are 



            3    coming out here to construct a landfill.  Recently our 



            4    tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and 



            5    hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are 



            6    going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully 



            7    that will happen.  And alternatives and -- ideas and 



            8    alternatives, I had some ideas earlier before I came up 



            9    here, but I kind of forgot them.  



           10              But still, you know, I think it would be a good 



           11    idea to come out here again, like before fishing season 



           12    starts.  We wouldn't be having fishing for about a month 



           13    after breakup.  And, you know, a lot of people get 



           14    prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys 



           15    come out here again, there will be a lot of people here in 



           16    the community first week of June to August, September.  



           17    And if you guys emphasize this again, I think it would be 



           18    a good idea.  You know, we don't have very much 



           19    participants right now, although we -- you know, URS 



           20    called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going 



           21    to have this community meeting and I advertised it 



           22    numerous times and telling them that they would be having 



           23    a meeting tonight.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else?  I think I'll 



           25    wrap it up here.  Like I said, we will be here and we will 
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            1    be glad to speak to you individually.  



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think we always want 



            3    to express appreciation for the hospitality.  The city has 



            4    done a lot of work to help us getting the meeting 



            5    organized and provide lodging and advertising and 



            6    everything.  And I'm not sure who brought us some nice 



            7    weather like that, but we had a great trip over from St. 



            8    Mary's this morning.  So thank you very much for joining 



            9    us tonight.  And visit a few minutes after if you are 



           10    curious about the posters or any of that.  And we will 



           11    look forward to hearing more from some of the folks in 



           12    Emmonak.  



           13                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  I have a question.  My 



           14    name is Jake Redfox.  I'm with the City of Emmonak, the 



           15    vice mayor.  I heard you mention earlier about this 



           16    might -- this project, if it goes forward, it might affect 



           17    the Iditarod trail, is that correct?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  That's -- yes, that's correct.  



           19    The pipeline in particular, you know, coming from Cook 



           20    Inlet through the Alaska Range, you know, there is -- 



           21                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Yeah.  I know the 



           22    Iditarod has no -- is known worldwide, and it rarely comes 



           23    down to the lower Yukon where we are from, but it's -- 



           24    it's known everywhere.  It's known over the whole word.  



           25    And I don't know if the other communities on the Kuskokwim 
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            1    are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a 



            2    lot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never 



            3    really affected down in the lower Yukon.  I don't know 



            4    because we are from the Yukon, I suppose.  



            5              And how does it -- my -- one of my questions 



            6    was:  It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe -- 



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the pipeline will be, 



            8    you know, in the vicinity of the trail or following a 



            9    similar route through the Alaska Range and, you know -- 



           10    and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear 



           11    concerns like that.  And what we are doing at this point 



           12    is, you know, we will look at the route and look at ways 



           13    that -- to see if -- you know, if the impacts could be 



           14    avoided or minimized.  And that's, you know, pretty much 



           15    the purpose of the EIS is to look at all the alternatives.  



           16    Is there a way that, you know, any impacts to the Iditarod 



           17    trail can be avoided, you know.  If not, are there ways to 



           18    minimize those.  



           19              So you know, we will be working with, you know, 



           20    other agencies.  BLM in particular owns a lot of the land 



           21    along the pipeline route, and the State Historic 



           22    Preservation Office because of the historic value of the 



           23    trail.  So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we 



           24    are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and 



           25    then, you know, identify the potential impacts and looking 
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            1    for ways to avoid those and to minimize them if they can't 



            2    be avoided.  



            3                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.  I've got 



            4    another question.  Someone mentioned about the air quality 



            5    of the mine.  How does that affect our area?  Is there 



            6    concerns about that in the gold mine?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's definitely a 



            8    concern, yes.  And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has 



            9    done, you know, air quality or, you know, I guess existing 



           10    air quality monitoring for some time now.  They will, you 



           11    know, submit the results of those tests to URS, or have 



           12    already.  URS will look at the information that's been 



           13    provided.  You know, they will look at what's being 



           14    proposed for the project.  You know, they will look at 



           15    what the expected impacts could be or what the air quality 



           16    is likely to be after the project is constructed, you 



           17    know, and if there is -- and then they will look at ways 



           18    to avoid or minimize those impacts.  How can those be 



           19    avoided, how bad is it, and can it be prevented.  And, you 



           20    know, if the impacts are severe enough, it's possible that 



           21    the permits would not be issued.  



           22              But you know, that's what -- the State will be 



           23    issuing permits for air quality and water quality and, you 



           24    know, we will be issuing permits, and a lot of agencies 



           25    will be issuing permits based on the EIS.  So again, what 
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            1    we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you 



            2    know, looking at the existing environment, what's being 



            3    proposed and how that's going to affect the environment 



            4    and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimize or 



            5    mitigate any impacts that that -- 



            6                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Thanks.  



            8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to put in 



            9    perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would 



           10    not block the trail.  It's close to the trail for a 



           11    segment, about 50 miles, if I remember right.  There could 



           12    be disturbance during construction, you know, when the 



           13    side boom trucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.  



           14    After that the pipe is covered over.  So there could be 



           15    some visual impacts, but that's -- it's not going to 



           16    disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't 



           17    continue from year to year.  It's a different kind of 



           18    impact that we will try to look at.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other thoughts or 



           20    comments, questions?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And like 



           21    I said, we will be here for a little while, and we are 



           22    glad -- if you are more comfortable speaking directly with 



           23    us, we will be glad to do that as well.  



           24               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)



           25               











                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        33







            1                      REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE



            2              I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for 



            3    the State of Alaska do hereby certify:



            4              That the foregoing proceedings were taken before 



            5    me at the time and place herein set forth; that the 



            6    proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later 



            7    transcribed under my direction by computer transcription; 



            8    that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings 



            9    taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have 



           10    I any interest in the outcome of the action herein 



           11    contained.



           12              IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed 



           13    my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of 



           14    ______________ 2013.



           15    



           16                              _________________________

                                           MARY A. VAVRIK,

           17                              Registered Merit Reporter

                                           Notary Public for Alaska

           18    

                 

           19              My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2016

                 

           20    



           21    



           22    



           23    



           24    



           25    







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      






00000

  1

  2

  3

  4

  5

                          DONLIN GOLD PROJECT

  6                  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

                            SCOPING MEETING

  7

                            EMMONAK, ALASKA

  8

                          Taken March 14, 2013

  9                     Commencing at 6:28 p.m.

 10                Volume I - Pages 1 - 33, inclusive

 11

 12                             Taken at

                              City Complex

 13                         Emmonak, Alaska

 14

 15

 16

 17

 18

 19

 20

 21

 22

 23    Reported by:

       Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

 24

 25

00002

  1                      A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E-S

  2    For U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

  3         Don Kuhle

            Project Manager

  4

       For URS:

  5

            Taylor Brelsford

  6         Project Manager

  7         Moxie Alexie

            Rural Outreach Coordinator

  8

       For Alaska Department of Health and Social Services:

  9

            Sarah Yoder

 10         CSTE Fellow

 11    For Alaska Department of Natural Resources:

 12         Jeff Bruno

            State of Alaska Project Coordinator

 13

       Yup'ik Translator:

 14

            Lillian Michael

 15

 16

 17    Taken by:

 18         Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

 19

 20

 21    BE IT KNOWN that the aforementioned proceedings were taken

 22    at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before

 23    Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary

 24    Public within and for the State of Alaska.

 25

00003

  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We ought to get underway,

  3    Don.  We have some loyal customers with really good

  4    questions, so -- actually, could anybody say an invocation

  5    to start?

  6              (Invocation offered by Wilbur Hootch.)

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:   So Don, I think we are

  8    ready to get started here.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Welcome to the scoping

 10    meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental impact

 11    statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle

 12    with the Army Corps of Engineers, and I'm the project

 13    manager for the EIS.  Also here today are two people from

 14    URS Alaska, which is the contractor assisting the Corps in

 15    preparing the EIS.  They are Taylor Brelsford and Moxie

 16    Alexie.  And they will be helping me with the presentation

 17    tonight.  We also have a court recorder, Mary Vavrik, and

 18    she will be preparing a transcript of the meeting for the

 19    record.

 20              This is the agenda for today, just to give you

 21    an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We will

 22    talk about the purpose of today's meeting and then the EIS

 23    project milestones, and then we want to provide a basic

 24    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.

 25    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
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  1    inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get involved,

  2    and we will tell you how to do that.

  3              Feel free to ask questions as we go.  If you do

  4    have questions or comments, though, please state your name

  5    clearly so that we have it for the transcript of the

  6    meeting.  We will also have time after the presentation

  7    for questions and statements that you may wish to make.

  8              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed a

  9    mine project that will require federal and State permits.

 10    And in order to comply with the National Environmental

 11    Policy Act, the Corps must prepare an EIS to analyze the

 12    impacts of the proposed project.  The Corps is neither a

 13    proponent nor an opponent of the proposed project.  This

 14    is Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in

 15    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other

 16    agencies.

 17              And scoping meetings are the first step in the

 18    EIS process.  Scoping meetings can also fulfill public

 19    involvement requirements regarding cultural resources

 20    under the National Historic Preservation Act.  And the

 21    Corps will also work closely with any affected tribes

 22    through government-to-government consultation.

 23              This map gives an orientation of the project

 24    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

 25    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River and
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  1    the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  It's a remote area with little

  2    development to date and no existing roads to the region.

  3    The map shows that existing transportation and energy

  4    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral

  5    Alaska.  The proposed mine would require all new

  6    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  And it

  7    would all be subject to permitting before the project

  8    could proceed.

  9              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

 10    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

 11    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo coming from

 12    west coast ports.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch

 13    Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges, and then again to

 14    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would also go to

 15    Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And the fuel and

 16    supplies would then be barged upriver and be off-loaded at

 17    a new barge landing in Jungjuk.  And there would be a new

 18    pipeline from Cook Inlet to bring in natural gas.

 19              Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and

 20    we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first

 21    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,

 22    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

 23    affecting the quality of the human environment.  And in

 24    this case Donlin Gold has submitted application for

 25    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
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  1    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of

  2    these permits would be a major federal action and require

  3    an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts of the

  4    proposed project.

  5              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

  6    regulations, will be used by the Corps and by other

  7    agencies to make their permit decisions.  And in addition

  8    to complying with NEPA, the Corps is also required to

  9    complete a public interest review and an analysis under

 10    section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, which requires

 11    that we select the least environmentally damaging

 12    practicable alternative, and we will incorporate the

 13    information necessary for these analyses into the EIS.

 14              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and

 15    the regional organization will work together on the EIS.

 16    Cooperating agencies are selected based on their

 17    permitting responsibilities or their special expertise.

 18    As I said previously, the EIS will be used by the agencies

 19    to aid in their permitting decisions.  It will not,

 20    however, replace their normal permitting authorities and

 21    processes.  We have one of our cooperating agency -- or

 22    actually two representatives from our cooperating agencies

 23    with us, and I'd like to invite them to introduce

 24    themselves and say a few words about the roles of their

 25    agencies in the EIS process.  Jeff Bruno with the State.
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  1                    MR. BRUNO:  Can I just speak loud?  My

  2    name is Jeff Bruno with the State of Alaska.  I work with

  3    specifically Department of Natural Resources, and I'm the

  4    State lead on this project.  The State has agreed to be a

  5    cooperating agency, and what that means is that the State

  6    is going to dedicate staff, resources and expertise to

  7    assisting the Corps in completing an EIS.

  8              Additionally, we have our own permitting

  9    process, so that's important to know.  And Don has a slide

 10    a little later that explains some of the major permits

 11    that the State will be involved with.  And that will kind

 12    of happen -- you know, either some of them will happen

 13    while all of this is going on and some of them just after

 14    this process ends.  So we will be assisting Don with that.

 15              Additionally, we have Sarah Yoder from the

 16    Department of Health and Social Services with us, and

 17    she's kind of got a unique role in this project, too and

 18    I'm going to give her a couple seconds to explain kind of

 19    what she's doing.  And I think it's important to this

 20    project.

 21                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  As Jeff said,

 22    my name is Sarah Yoder, and I work for the Department of

 23    Health and Social Services, and I work in the Health

 24    Impact Assessment Program.  The health impact assessment

 25    is a process that looks at the potential positive and
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  1    negative health effects of the project, and in its report

  2    discusses the potential health effects and then provides

  3    suggestions on ways to mitigate those.  And the health

  4    impact assessment is not a requirement, so it will be an

  5    appendix to the EIS.  But if you have any questions or

  6    comments related to health, please feel free to come talk

  7    to me.

  8                    MR. BRUNO:  One last thing I want to add

  9    also on this is not just Department of Natural Resources,

 10    but also the Department of Fish & Game is also a

 11    cooperating agency and then the Department of

 12    Environmental Conservation -- I think I forgot to mention

 13    that -- also will be assisting with this to make sure we

 14    have a well-rounded group to assist Don and URS on this

 15    project.

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thanks, Jeff and Sarah.

 17              The Donlin Gold Project will require many

 18    federal permits and consultations, and this slide provides

 19    several examples, and I'll highlight two of these and

 20    invite you to read the rest.  Since the project would

 21    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United

 22    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit

 23    decisions as to whether or not to authorize the fill.  And

 24    since a portion of the project pipeline would cross Bureau

 25    of Land Management lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
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  1    right-of-way application.  You can find a more

  2    comprehensive list of required permits in the Donlin Gold

  3    permit application, which can be found on the project

  4    website, donlingoldeis.com.

  5              This slide shows that there are also many

  6    permits required from the State of Alaska.  For example,

  7    over 56 percent of the pipeline would be installed on

  8    State land, so the Department of Natural Resources would

  9    evaluate a right-of-way application.  The Department of

 10    Environmental Conservation has several responsibilities

 11    for water and air quality permits, and the Department of

 12    Fish & Game has permitting responsibilities to protect

 13    fish habitat.  Also the Corps will consult with the State

 14    Historic Preservation Officer to protect cultural and

 15    historic resources.  And again, a more comprehensive list

 16    can be found on the project website.

 17              So this is an overview of the permits.  This

 18    overview of the permits shows why the various federal and

 19    State agencies are involved in the EIS.  And we will now

 20    turn to the milestones in an EIS.

 21              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in

 22    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six

 23    major steps that will be taken from now until November of

 24    2015.  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published

 25    in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012, and that
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  1    initiated the EIS.  And scoping began on that date and

  2    continues through March 29th -- or March the 29th of this

  3    month.  The scoping involves public meetings and other

  4    methods to provide information and gather comments, and

  5    that's why we're here today.

  6              After scoping, URS will work with the Corps and

  7    the cooperating agencies using information from the

  8    scoping process, along with the information provided by

  9    Donlin, plus any additional studies that URS deems

 10    necessary, and they will produce the draft EIS, which is

 11    expected to be completed by August 2014.  That's an

 12    estimated date, and it could shift.  There will then be an

 13    opportunity for public review of the draft EIS, which will

 14    be projected to be from August through November of 2014.

 15    At that time you will be able to see how your comments

 16    from the scoping period were addressed, and there will be

 17    another round of public meetings and opportunities to

 18    submit comments on the draft EIS.

 19              The draft EIS and any comments received will

 20    then be used to prepare the final EIS, which is projected

 21    at this time to be completed by October 2015.  And then

 22    the final EIS will be used by the various agencies to

 23    prepare the Records of Decisions regarding their

 24    individual permitting decisions.

 25              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles on
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  1    the chart here.  They refer to the public involvement

  2    opportunities, the scoping period and the draft EIS

  3    comment period.  And those are the best opportunities to

  4    provide input and make sure that your concerns are heard.

  5              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

  6    information and to listen to residents in the affected

  7    region, and this can be broken into four areas.  The first

  8    is to provide information about EIS milestones, and we

  9    have discussed that in the previous slide to give you an

 10    idea of the time frame involved.  The second is to share

 11    information about the proposed project, and we will be

 12    doing that shortly in our presentation tonight.  And you

 13    can also find information on the project website and in

 14    newsletters that are being mailed out to all the

 15    households in the affected area.

 16              The last two are to identify issues and concerns

 17    to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process and to

 18    identify useful information from communities.  And we are

 19    counting on you to help us with these.  And we would like

 20    to know what you would like to see addressed in the EIS

 21    and if you have information that we can use to make

 22    informed decisions.

 23              This slide shows the schedule -- or the scoping

 24    meetings that we have had and will have in the future.  We

 25    have -- there has been 13 community meetings in the
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  1    project area and one in Anchorage.  And as I said, scoping

  2    ends March 29th.  In January we went out to Crooked Creek,

  3    Aniak, Bethel, and we had a meeting in Anchorage, also.

  4    February we went to Nunapitchuk, Akiak, McGrath,

  5    Quinhagak, Toksook Bay and Hooper Bay.  Last night we were

  6    in St. Mary's.  Tonight we are in Emmonak.  And next week

  7    we will finish up with Holy Cross and Kongiganak.

  8              This map is busy, but the color scheme

  9    represents the many subregions of the project area and

 10    helps show how the scoping plan was developed.  For

 11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

 12    villages which are nearest the proposed project site.  And

 13    in this subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek

 14    because it's the closest to the project area, and also in

 15    Aniak because it's the subregional hub.  For the other

 16    subregions we are having meetings -- have and will be

 17    having meetings similarly held in the subregional hubs.

 18              We will now move on to a summary of the mining

 19    project proposed by Donlin Gold.  And again, this is

 20    Donlin Gold's project.  It's not a Corps of Engineers

 21    project.  It's being evaluated by the Corps and by the

 22    cooperating agencies in order to make permitting

 23    decisions.

 24              Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two

 25    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
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  1    NovaGold.  The Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands

  2    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista

  3    Corporation is the subsurface owner and The Kuskokwim

  4    Corporation is the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a

  5    very large project.  It's expected to produce over

  6    1,000,000 ounces of gold per year for a mining life span

  7    of 27 and a half years, during which time it will produce

  8    or process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

  9              We have noted that the Donlin Gold Project would

 10    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

 11    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and down to the YK

 12    Delta.  This area is home to some 66 communities that

 13    might be affected by the project.  For many communities,

 14    the project might affect lands and resources that are used

 15    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This

 16    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements

 17    with many permits required and many agencies involved.

 18              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows

 19    the timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has

 20    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies

 21    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit

 22    applications.  We are now starting the three-year

 23    permitting period, the first step of which is holding the

 24    scoping meetings.  At the conclusion of the EIS process,

 25    the agencies will decide to issue or to deny their
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  1    permits.  If permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can

  2    proceed with three to four years of construction and an

  3    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

  4              At the conclusion of the active life of the

  5    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and

  6    reclamation.  And this includes decommissioning the mill

  7    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste

  8    treatment or tailings storage facilities and also the

  9    waste rock storage facilities.  The land would be

 10    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.

 11              I'll now turn to the major components of the

 12    project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The

 13    pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the

 14    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold.  It would

 15    not generate heat.  Where it crosses eight major rivers,

 16    the pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using

 17    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the

 18    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this

 19    technique will be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

 20    three forks of the George River.

 21              The image of the block valve on the right side

 22    shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced

 23    off so that it would not block access to subsistence use

 24    areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years

 25    to provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance
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  1    by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create

  2    a road along the right-of-way, and the design would allow

  3    access, but after construction no improved access for

  4    vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.

  5              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

  6    at Beluga on upper Cook Inlet.  It would cross the Alaska

  7    Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the

  8    Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue

  9    west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline

 10    would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM

 11    lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.

 12              I'd like you to note the blue segment near the

 13    middle of the slide.  This is an alternative pipeline

 14    corridor segment that would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the

 15    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally

 16    proposed alignment at milepost 105 and rejoin the

 17    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold recently notified

 18    the Corps that this alternative is under consideration and

 19    it will be examined during geotechnical investigations

 20    this coming summer.

 21              This slide shows the major project components at

 22    the mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.

 23    Number one is the open pit, which would eventually cover

 24    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,

 25    and 1,850 feet deep.  Number two is the tailings
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  1    impoundment, which is technically referred to as the waste

  2    treatment facility, and it would cover about 2,350 acres,

  3    or three and a half square miles.  And tailings refer to

  4    the fine powder-like material that is left after the gold

  5    has been removed from the mill.  Number three is the waste

  6    rock facility, which would cover about 2,300 acres, and

  7    waste rock is the rock that is removed to get to the

  8    gold-bearing ore.  These major facilities support the

  9    mill, which would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

 10              This is an overview of the major transportation

 11    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port

 12    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to

 13    the river barges.  There would be a new barge landing near

 14    Jungjuk for off-loading the fuel and cargo after they were

 15    barged upriver.  From there they would be trucked to the

 16    mine site by way of a new 30-mile road.  There would also

 17    be a new 5,000-foot runway near the mine site and a

 18    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility at the mine

 19    site.

 20              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

 21    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

 22    1,500 feet back from the bank for a total of 26 acres.

 23    The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic on

 24    the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and diesel fuel,

 25    and the fuel barges would be double-hulled.
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  1              The navigation season would average 110 days per

  2    year, and there would be about three barge tow passings

  3    per day.  That means that if you would be standing

  4    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to

  5    see three barge tows per day.  It might be two up and one

  6    down or one up and two down.  But you could expect to see

  7    three per day.  And each barge tow would be pushing four

  8    barges.

  9              There would be an average of 64 barge tows and

 10    58 cargo tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry 550

 11    tons each, and fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons

 12    each.  And the shipping season, barge tow frequency and

 13    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same both

 14    during construction and during operation of the project.

 15              Additional infrastructure includes a

 16    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

 17    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes

 18    some small remote camps for pipeline construction.  And

 19    the permanent camp would have 600 beds and support a

 20    workforce of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning

 21    that only about half the total workforce would be on site

 22    at any given time.

 23              As I said earlier, the purpose of the scoping

 24    meetings is to identify issues and concerns, so now we

 25    will turn to several slides with examples of those issues
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  1    and concerns.

  2              One major area is water resources.  The project

  3    is designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted

  4    water, but there could still be some concerns.  Some

  5    examples are noted on this slide.  Streams and other

  6    surface waters would be diverted away from and around the

  7    mining activities in order to facilitate mining and to

  8    avoid contamination.  Groundwater would be consumed as

  9    part of the mining process and could affect base flows of

 10    the nearby streams.  Mine dewatering to keep water out of

 11    the pit could lower adjacent groundwater levels and again

 12    could affect nearby streams.  Some of the rock, when

 13    exposed to the elements, could generate acid or leach

 14    metals.  So the waste rock, tailings and all runoff would

 15    have to be carefully managed to avoid contaminating the

 16    waters outside of the mine site.

 17              Air quality is also important, and this slide

 18    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several

 19    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

 20    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust

 21    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste

 22    rock and ore.  Climate change is a growing concern that

 23    would need to be considered, as large amounts of

 24    hydrocarbons will be burned.

 25              And mercury will be looked at in several areas.
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  1    Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury could be

  2    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack

  3    emissions could occur during the milling process, and any

  4    mercury co-product would require careful storage and

  5    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and

  6    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures

  7    and good response plans would be crucial in preventing

  8    spills.

  9              Other major issues and concerns include

 10    wetlands, vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

 11    subsistence and traditional land use.  The proposed

 12    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,

 13    approximately 10,000 acres are at the mine site and

 14    related infrastructure, and about 6,000 acres are along

 15    the pipeline route.  These areas would be impacted by

 16    excavation, filling, vegetation removal or other

 17    disturbance.  And 6,900 of these acres are wetlands.

 18              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or

 19    reduced habitat functional value on the affected 16,300

 20    acres, and there would also be direct disturbance of

 21    individual animals.  We have already discussed barge

 22    traffic and noted that there would be a substantial

 23    increase.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would

 24    be affected by the loss of lands to development.

 25              Here are more examples of issues and concerns.
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  1    And these are focused on the communities, cultural

  2    resources, and recreation.  There would be a huge new

  3    workforce, 3,000 during construction and 1,400 during the

  4    permanent operation of the mine.  This would bring new

  5    employment and income, but also many effects on community

  6    life and human health.  Historical and archeological sites

  7    and traditional cultural properties that exist in the area

  8    might be disturbed or destroyed, and recreational and

  9    visual resources, including the Iditarod trail, might be

 10    affected by new structures and mining operations.

 11              To conclude, we know that this proposed project

 12    and the lands and resources are important to you, and we

 13    would like to emphasize that there are several ways to get

 14    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most

 15    important thing by being here today and participating in

 16    the scoping meeting.

 17              To find more information and to submit a comment

 18    form, you can visit the project website.  That's

 19    donlingoldeis.com.  You can contact me directly at my

 20    phone number or e-mail address that are provided on the

 21    slide.  For tribal matters you can contact our tribal

 22    liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number and e-mail

 23    address are also on the slide.  Amanda and I have had two

 24    tribal teleconferences so far to discuss cooperating

 25    agency status or government-to-government consultation on
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  1    the project, and we expect to have more.  Tribal

  2    governments have the opportunity to enter into

  3    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate

  4    process from cooperating agency status and the EIS

  5    process.

  6              Now we would like to hear any questions or

  7    comments you may have, and we want to document your

  8    comments carefully, so please, if you -- please state your

  9    name if you do speak or provide comments.  And here are

 10    some ideas about the types of comments that are helpful in

 11    the scoping process.  We are looking for issues and

 12    estions that need to be analyzed in the EIS.  We want to

 13    identify potential impacts and effects on resources.  We

 14    would like to hear any ideas you may have on alternatives,

 15    and we would like to find out about any important

 16    information about -- available in your community.  And if

 17    you do have any written comments, we ask that you leave a

 18    copy with our court -- our recorder.

 19              So that's the end of the presentation.  I will

 20    ask now, if you have any questions or comments, we would

 21    like to hear them.  We will be here.  We could speak with

 22    you individually, as well, if you have questions.

 23              Again, I -- there is lots of information on the

 24    project website, donlingoldeis.com.  And again, all our

 25    contact information was on the slide.  We will be glad to
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  1    give it to you afterwards.  So as I said, we will be here

  2    for a little while yet and be glad to answer any

  3    questions.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to warm up some

  5    of the discussion, the mayor, Wilbur, was talking with me

  6    beforehand and wondering a little bit about what kind of

  7    impacts would focus primarily on the Crooked Creek area or

  8    the Kuskokwim River, and then what kind of impacts might

  9    extend all the way across the Calista region on to the

 10    lower Yukon River and so on.  I don't know if you want to

 11    make any of those additional -- those comments again for

 12    the transcript, Wilbur, if you want to bring up some of

 13    that discussion again.

 14                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  My name is Wilbur

 15    Hootch, and I'm mayor for City of Emmonak.  About a decade

 16    ago or even more ago, 15 years ago, maybe, when Donlin --

 17    when it was Donlin Gold -- was it Donlin Gold or Donlin

 18    Creek?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  It was originally called

 20    Donlin Creek, and it's now referred to as the Donlin Gold

 21    Project.

 22                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  You know, when it

 23    first started, when the agencies like Calista and other

 24    agencies that came ten, 15 years ago, they emphasized

 25    something about the Yukon, but to me our people out there
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  1    never really, you know, weren't -- you know, they talked

  2    about it won't affect the Yukon.

  3              But you know, the -- the Kuskokwim area has

  4    been -- that upper area has been mined for many decades,

  5    you know, starting in the maybe '50s, '60s.  And they have

  6    a lot of, what you call that, mercury and some kind of

  7    poison.  I forgot what they call it.  But some of our

  8    people back then, they mentioned that -- I don't think it

  9    will affect the Yukon but, you know, when I talked with

 10    Taylor, he mentioned something about the acid or something

 11    that goes up in the air and it spreads all over the -- in

 12    our region.  And I think that would be part of that effect

 13    that will come to our region out here at the mouth of the

 14    Yukon River.

 15              And another thing I was kind of wondering about

 16    is, you know, why didn't they -- you know, we got natural

 17    gas out here, maybe possibly oil, you know.  They could do

 18    like some sort of assessment and get the natural gas from

 19    out from our region instead of the Cook Inlet area.  I

 20    think it's a lot closer here than going all the way to

 21    Cook Inlet, but I don't know.  It's just from, you know,

 22    reading about it and looking at your -- your -- your maps

 23    and whatnot.

 24              I don't think our region out here never really,

 25    you know, think that, you know, it wouldn't affect us
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  1    because, you know, a lot of times I read in the paper or

  2    heard about the Kuskokwim, you know.  Like I said, they

  3    have been mining that river for 50, 60 years.  And they

  4    have a lot of mercury and acid in their river, when our

  5    Yukon, you know, don't have that much mercury or acid.

  6              I really don't know what to say now.  I'll

  7    probably just go around and around.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  This is Taylor again.  And

 10    we were actually talking about some of the comments from

 11    the other villages on the Yukon River.  This meeting in

 12    St. Mary's last night, people were asking questions about

 13    air quality and about emissions that might travel and land

 14    on lands and habitat on the Yukon River side.  So some of

 15    it was talking about other comments from nearby villages

 16    on the Yukon River.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else have comments or

 18    questions?  Did you want me to respond there, Taylor?

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  No.  When Sarah was

 20    talking about human health impacts, there was a really

 21    interesting discussion yesterday again in St. Mary's that

 22    I think is worth mentioning.

 23              One of the Elders was asking about health

 24    impacts from -- to the workers.  So the men and women who

 25    would work at the mine in the trucks, the blasting, the
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  1    dust or inside the mill, she was asking how do you protect

  2    their health over time so that years and years later

  3    they -- would they end up with cancer or some kind of

  4    illness because of working in the mine.  So I think that's

  5    a really great example of a health question, an open

  6    question about health for us to look into.  And after that

  7    comment from St. Mary's, this would be a question to look

  8    into more carefully in the draft EIS.  It's one health

  9    impact question that we are going to have to look at

 10    really closely, how to protect the safety of the workers

 11    at the mine.

 12                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Can I give some

 13    alternatives?  Can I say something about ideas about

 14    alternatives?

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes, please.  I'm running

 16    out of ideas.

 17                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  Hello.  My name is

 18    Wilbur again.  These scoping ideas of scoping and

 19    comments, our region here way down on the lower Yukon, we

 20    are the regional hub of three, four different villages,

 21    and we are building a port and dock here in the community.

 22    They started that design phase.  And the last couple of

 23    weeks representatives from our region, like the Yukon

 24    Delta Fishing Development Association, the Calista

 25    Corporation, and our manager went to testify for some
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  1    monies to build our port here in the community.  And they

  2    are talking about liquid -- what you call that, natural

  3    liquefied gases that's going to be coming from, like,

  4    Fairbanks area, barged down.

  5              About 20, 25 years ago, our corporation got

  6    involved with oil exploration.  And our corporation said

  7    there was no -- no -- no liquefied natural gas or no oil

  8    out here.  But, you know, I think they didn't want our

  9    region to, you know, get some kind of, you know, economic

 10    expansion.

 11              And our fishing industry used to be really good,

 12    you know, 20 years ago, and now it's collapsed and, you

 13    know, we are starting all over again.  And our people are

 14    in need of, you know, jobs.  And I think, you know, with

 15    all these construction companies or agencies that award

 16    monies to our communities, we always try to emphasize what

 17    you call that workforce -- what you call that workforce

 18    that we try to do, some kind of -- it's almost like

 19    Bacon-Davis, but it's, you know, community job.  And, you

 20    know, we get good-paying jobs from construction, like this

 21    port work.  We are getting our community roads, and there

 22    is all kinds of projects.  We are going to get a new

 23    water/sewer system.

 24              But, you know -- but some of our young people,

 25    we try to emphasize to them that this Donlin Gold is, you
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  1    know, another alternative for our young people to, you

  2    know, work there.  And to me it's not emphasized more --

  3    it's not emphasized to our region.  Last time we had a

  4    meeting with Donlin Gold or Calista, it was like, you

  5    know, a decade ago.  And you know, after that we never did

  6    get any kind of information from them.  And, you know, I

  7    think it's a good idea, you know, for people to come, you

  8    know, like you guys, environmental, Army Corps of

  9    Engineers, your program and Donlin Gold to come out here

 10    and express what's coming up in the future, you know, and

 11    educate it to our young, you know, our high school people

 12    or, you know, to the community.  And I think it's a good

 13    thing.

 14              A lot of times I read about Kuskokwim area,

 15    they -- they get a lot of information from the Donlin

 16    Gold.  They -- you know, seems like they are having a lot

 17    of meetings over there, and seems like we are being left

 18    out here around the mouth of the Yukon.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

 20                    MR. WILBUR HOOTCH:  I was going to talk

 21    about -- Hello.  My name is Wilbur.  Wilbur once again.

 22    As for alternatives, I think, you know, these

 23    alternatives, besides our commercial fishing that's

 24    collapsed, you know, we -- you know, like I said earlier,

 25    we are getting a new water/sewer system that's being
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  1    designed, a port and dock that's already been designed,

  2    and we have DOT and other agencies and companies that are

  3    coming out here to construct a landfill.  Recently our

  4    tribe, our housing department reverted back to AVCP, and

  5    hopefully in the future that, you know, we are -- we are

  6    going to be getting like 40, 50 houses, that hopefully

  7    that will happen.  And alternatives and -- ideas and

  8    alternatives, I had some ideas earlier before I came up

  9    here, but I kind of forgot them.

 10              But still, you know, I think it would be a good

 11    idea to come out here again, like before fishing season

 12    starts.  We wouldn't be having fishing for about a month

 13    after breakup.  And, you know, a lot of people get

 14    prepared out here for fishing and, you know, if you guys

 15    come out here again, there will be a lot of people here in

 16    the community first week of June to August, September.

 17    And if you guys emphasize this again, I think it would be

 18    a good idea.  You know, we don't have very much

 19    participants right now, although we -- you know, URS

 20    called a couple of weeks ago stating that they were going

 21    to have this community meeting and I advertised it

 22    numerous times and telling them that they would be having

 23    a meeting tonight.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody else?  I think I'll

 25    wrap it up here.  Like I said, we will be here and we will
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  1    be glad to speak to you individually.

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think we always want

  3    to express appreciation for the hospitality.  The city has

  4    done a lot of work to help us getting the meeting

  5    organized and provide lodging and advertising and

  6    everything.  And I'm not sure who brought us some nice

  7    weather like that, but we had a great trip over from St.

  8    Mary's this morning.  So thank you very much for joining

  9    us tonight.  And visit a few minutes after if you are

 10    curious about the posters or any of that.  And we will

 11    look forward to hearing more from some of the folks in

 12    Emmonak.

 13                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  I have a question.  My

 14    name is Jake Redfox.  I'm with the City of Emmonak, the

 15    vice mayor.  I heard you mention earlier about this

 16    might -- this project, if it goes forward, it might affect

 17    the Iditarod trail, is that correct?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  That's -- yes, that's correct.

 19    The pipeline in particular, you know, coming from Cook

 20    Inlet through the Alaska Range, you know, there is --

 21                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Yeah.  I know the

 22    Iditarod has no -- is known worldwide, and it rarely comes

 23    down to the lower Yukon where we are from, but it's --

 24    it's known everywhere.  It's known over the whole word.

 25    And I don't know if the other communities on the Kuskokwim
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  1    are against the project but, you know -- if it provides a

  2    lot of jobs for the communities there, and we're never

  3    really affected down in the lower Yukon.  I don't know

  4    because we are from the Yukon, I suppose.

  5              And how does it -- my -- one of my questions

  6    was:  It affects the Iditarod trail by the gas pipe --

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the pipeline will be,

  8    you know, in the vicinity of the trail or following a

  9    similar route through the Alaska Range and, you know --

 10    and again, the purpose that we are here is to hear

 11    concerns like that.  And what we are doing at this point

 12    is, you know, we will look at the route and look at ways

 13    that -- to see if -- you know, if the impacts could be

 14    avoided or minimized.  And that's, you know, pretty much

 15    the purpose of the EIS is to look at all the alternatives.

 16    Is there a way that, you know, any impacts to the Iditarod

 17    trail can be avoided, you know.  If not, are there ways to

 18    minimize those.

 19              So you know, we will be working with, you know,

 20    other agencies.  BLM in particular owns a lot of the land

 21    along the pipeline route, and the State Historic

 22    Preservation Office because of the historic value of the

 23    trail.  So, you know, that's -- you know, that's what we

 24    are doing here is trying to identify all the concerns and

 25    then, you know, identify the potential impacts and looking
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  1    for ways to avoid those and to minimize them if they can't

  2    be avoided.

  3                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.  I've got

  4    another question.  Someone mentioned about the air quality

  5    of the mine.  How does that affect our area?  Is there

  6    concerns about that in the gold mine?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's definitely a

  8    concern, yes.  And again, you know, there is -- Donlin has

  9    done, you know, air quality or, you know, I guess existing

 10    air quality monitoring for some time now.  They will, you

 11    know, submit the results of those tests to URS, or have

 12    already.  URS will look at the information that's been

 13    provided.  You know, they will look at what's being

 14    proposed for the project.  You know, they will look at

 15    what the expected impacts could be or what the air quality

 16    is likely to be after the project is constructed, you

 17    know, and if there is -- and then they will look at ways

 18    to avoid or minimize those impacts.  How can those be

 19    avoided, how bad is it, and can it be prevented.  And, you

 20    know, if the impacts are severe enough, it's possible that

 21    the permits would not be issued.

 22              But you know, that's what -- the State will be

 23    issuing permits for air quality and water quality and, you

 24    know, we will be issuing permits, and a lot of agencies

 25    will be issuing permits based on the EIS.  So again, what
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  1    we are trying to do is to identify, you know, what -- you

  2    know, looking at the existing environment, what's being

  3    proposed and how that's going to affect the environment

  4    and what can be done to, you know, avoid or minimize or

  5    mitigate any impacts that that --

  6                    MR. JAKE REDFOX:  Thank you.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Thanks.

  8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe to put in

  9    perspective the Iditarod trail question, the project would

 10    not block the trail.  It's close to the trail for a

 11    segment, about 50 miles, if I remember right.  There could

 12    be disturbance during construction, you know, when the

 13    side boom trucks are trenching and laying in the pipe.

 14    After that the pipe is covered over.  So there could be

 15    some visual impacts, but that's -- it's not going to

 16    disrupt the race or, you know, mean the race can't

 17    continue from year to year.  It's a different kind of

 18    impact that we will try to look at.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other thoughts or

 20    comments, questions?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And like

 21    I said, we will be here for a little while, and we are

 22    glad -- if you are more comfortable speaking directly with

 23    us, we will be glad to do that as well.

 24               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)

 25
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