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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(I'nvocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)

MR KUHLE: We will get started. 1'd like
to wel cone you to the scoping neeting for the Donlin Gold
Project environmental inpact statement, also known as an
EIS. M name is Don Kuhle. I'mfromthe U S Arny Corps
of Engineers. |'mthe project manager for the EIS. There
are a nunber of cooperating agencies here who will
participate in the EIS. And we also have a third-party
contractor here. |'ll take a mnute to let themintroduce
thenselves. Let's do the agencies first.

MR BALLOU: Cood evening. M name is
Doug Ballou. I'mwth the Bureau of Land Managenent, the
Anchorage field office. W are a cooperator on this
environnental inpact study, and I'mreally glad that you
are here tonight. W are very interested in hearing your
i nput and feedback on the various issues that this study
wi |l be addressing. So again, thank you for com ng out.
And I'Il be available after the neeting if you have any
specific questions related to BLMs role in this process.
Thank you.

MR JEN. H. Good evening. M nane is
Mark Jen. I'mwth the EPA, and we're a cooperating
agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the devel opment
of the environnental inpact statenent and to address
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i npacts associated with the Donlin Gold mning project.
And so you have got all the federal and State agencies
here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your
comments. So thank you very nuch

MR BRUNO |'mJeff Bruno with the State
of Al aska Department of Natural Resources, and we are al so
a cooperating agency. And if you have any specific
questions related to the State, | mght not have all the
answers, as | represent kind of a |ot of different
departrments, but I'Il either get back to you or have an
answer. So please cone and see ne after the presentation
i f you have any specific questions for the State.

MR. BRELSFCRD: And |'m Tayl or Brel sford.
It's really special to be back working for a project in
the Kuskokwim River. [It's been many, many years since ny
fam |y was young living in Sleetnute and again in Aniak.

| work as a contractor for the Army Corps of

Engi neers, and our responsibility -- | work with a conpany
called URS Corporation. And our responsibility is to help
prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to
support the Arnmy Corps of Engineers on this ElS.

MR MOXIE ALEXIE: M name is Mxie
Alexie. I'mfromSleetnute. I'mwth URS as part of the
Donlin Gold Project with the EIS teamwith URS. And it's
good to be back in ny honme area.
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MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Wl cone home.

MR KUHLE: We'Il nove nowinto the
program Feel free to ask any questions as we go al ong.
If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify
yoursel f, give us your name for the record.

Ckay. We will nove into the agenda. This is
the agenda for this evening, just to provide with you an
i dea of the topics that we are going to cover. W have
done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk about
the purpose of tonight's meeting. And then we will
provide the EI'S project mlestones. After that we want to
provide a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
proposed it. And we wll sumarize a few of the issues as
a way of inviting your comrents. W encourage you to get
invol ved, and we will tell you howto do that.

W' re here because Donlin Gold has proposed an
open pit gold mne ten mles up Crooked Creek, which I
guess you know is located on the KuskokwimRiver. And in
order to comply with the National Environnental Policy
Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers
will be preparing an EIS to identify and anal yze the
potential inpacts. The Corps is neither a proponent nor
an opponent of the project. The EISw Il be used in
maki ng permt decisions by the Corps and by ot her
agencies. And the scoping neetings are the first step in
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the EI'S process.

This map gives an orientation to the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokw m River.

As you can see, it's a renmote area with little devel opment
to date. There are no existing roads to the region. The
map shows that the existing transportation and energy
infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentra

Al aska.

The proposed mne would require all new
infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of
these woul d be subject to permtting before they could
proceed.

This map gives an idea of the |ogistics and
supply links to the proposed project. The transportation
| ogistics for the mne include cargo and fuel fromthe
west coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in
Dut ch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then
again to river barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would go
to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well. And the
fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge
| andi ng that woul d be constructed at Jungjuk. There would
al so be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring
in natural gas for the mll.

W are now going to take a | ook at the EIS
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process, and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in
the first place. The National Environmental Policy Act
requires an EI'S for any major federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment. |In this
case, Donlin Gold has submtted applications for permts
under section 404 of the Cean Water Act and section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act. Issuance of these pernmits
woul d be a nmajor federal action and require an EISto

eval uate the environmental inpacts of the proposed
project. The EI'S, along with other applicable |aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
to make their permt decisions.

In addition to conplying with NEPA, the Corps is
also required to conplete a public interest review and an
anal ysi s under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,
which requires that we select the |east environmental |y
damagi ng practicable alternative. W will incorporate the
i nformation necessary for these determnations into the
El S.

This slide shows that nany agencies, tribes and
the regional organization will all work together on the
ElS. Cooperating agencies are sel ected based upon their
permtting responsibilities or special expertise. As an
exanpl e, the project would occur on BLM and State of
Al aska lands, so they will eval uate whether to issue
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right-of-way permts for use of these lands. Triba
governments and regional cooperators participate to
contribute specialized know edge about the |ocal area,
resources and |and use.

The Donlin Gold Project will require many
federal permts and consultations. This slide provides
six examples, and I'Il mention two of themand ask you to
read the rest for yourselves. Since the project would
place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permt
deci sions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.

Al'so, since a portion of the pipeline project
woul d cross BLM I ands, BLMw || need to eval uate a
right-of-way application. You can find a nore
conprehensive list of the required permts on the Donlin
Col d application, which can be found on the project
website.

There are also many pernits required fromthe
State of Alaska. Three departnents of the State
government are noted here. For exanple, over 60 percent
of the pipeline would be installed on State |ands, so the
Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
right-of-way application. The Department of Environmenta
Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
air quality permts, and the Department of Fish & Ganme has
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permtting responsibility to protect fish habitat.

So this overview of permts has shown why the
various agencies are involved in the EIS. So we will now
turn to the mlestones of an EIS. Some of you nmay be
famliar with the steps in preparing an EIS. The diagram
on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking
fromnow till Novenmber 2015.

On Decenber 14th of last year, a Notice of
Intent to prepare an EI'S was published in the Federal
Regi ster, and that was the kickoff for the EIS. And we --
at that point we began scoping on Decenber 14th, and that
wi Il continue through March 29th of this year. And during
that period we will be having scoping neetings, one of
which is why we are here tonight. And we will also be
taki ng comments on the project. You can find nore
information on the website and submt comments through the
website, as well.

The information that we gather during the
scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EI'S,
which is expected to be conpl eted about August of 2014.
That's an estimated tinme, the best we can estimate at this
point. That could change, but that's what we are
projecting right now The draft will then be put out for
public review And again, we will have a round of
meetings simlar to what we are having now And we wll
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al so solicit comments on the project again.

Using the information gathered on the draft, we
will prepare the final EI'S, which we expect to be
conpleted in Cctober 2015. Then the final EIS will be
used by the agencies involved to make their permt
deci sions, and each agency will prepare their own Record
of Decision. And those are expected to be done about
Novenber of 2015

The nost inportant thing to note fromthis slide
are the two gold-colored circles. Those are the scoping
period and the coment period on the draft. And those are
the best opportunities to provide input into the project.
And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any
conments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed
inthe draft EIS. So it's inmportant that you get your
conments to us by then.

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. This can be broken down into four areas. The
first is to share information about the proposed project.
And we wi |l be doing this shortly within our presentation
tonight. And as | nentioned, you can also get information
on the website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as
wel | .

The next -- second purpose is to provide
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information about EIS ml|estones. And that's what we
showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overview
for the time frame for the EIS. And the next two are to
identify issues and concerns to examne in the EIS and to
identify useful information fromcomunities. And we are
counting on you to help us with these last two. W would
like to know what you would like to see addressed in the
EIS and if you have information that we can use to nake
i nformed deci sions.

This is a schedule for our scoping neetings.
And the first week we are -- we started with the villages
nearest the project. The second week will be focused on
the | ower KuskokwimRiver. And the third week we will be
traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the | ower Yukon.
And the final round will be in the mddl e Yukon and upper
Kuskokw m

In this map the col or schene represents the many
subregions of the project area. And it helps to show how
the scoping plan was devel oped. For exanple, the orange
dots show The Kuskokw m Corporation villages nearest to
the project area. And in this subregion we are holding
meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the
mne site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub
For the other subregions, neetings will simlarly be held
in the subregional hubs
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Ckay. We will stop here to see if there is any
questions on the steps of the EI'S process. Any questions
bef ore we nove on?

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: Are you going to be
having neetings all the way down toward Nunivak Island?

MR BRELSFORD: Not actually on Nunivak
I'sland, but on the Bering Sea coast between the nouth of
t he Kuskokwi m and the nouth of the Yukon River.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: |s that because of the
barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to
have neetings out there?

MR BRELSFORD: So |I'msetting a bad
exanple. This is Taylor speaking. |It's Evelyn Thomas who
asked the question. Go ahead.

MR KUHLE: Yes. W are |ooking at any --
we have | ooked at all -- we identified the region and the
conmunities that could -- any that could potentially be
affected by the proposed project. And yes, that could
include any affected by navigation. It could also be any
of themaffected by soci oeconomc effects. So any of that
could in any way be affected by the project.

MR BRELSFORD: So the project area is
going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates
all the way to the Kuskokwi m Valley and down; and then the
entire YK Delta, the Calista sharehol der villages, are al
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connected to the potential economcs of this project. So
that's how the 66 villages within the project area becane
part of the definition of the project area.

The direct environmental effects, like effects
on water or noise disturbance, barging, those mght be
more concentrated on the Kuskokwi m River Valley, the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver region, but the other communities have had
a history of enploynent in the project and may have sone
participation in the soci oeconom c aspects of the project
as it goes forward.

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: | didn't see Stony
River and Sleetnute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that
list, and they, too, will be affected by this.

MR KUHLE: As we have tried to explain,
we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using
a regional hub approach to get to as many of the
communities as we have. There is information also
avail abl e on the website. There is newsletters going out
to all those communities so they will have an opportunity
to provide information and to get information about the
project and to provide their comments to us in those
matters.

MR. DAVID JOHN:  You know that topic --
Are you going to go up to Line Village, also, way up and
down all these villages? There are people fromup there
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that will be affected, also.

MR. BRELSFCRD: W are going to ask one
more tinme for folks to please say your nanes so it can be
on the court recorder on the transcript. | do want to say
it"'s alittle bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's
inportant is that we have to go back through and code al
of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the
conments that are made during the meeting. So please help
us out to be sure that we get a good, conplete
docunentation of the neeting. And | knowit's alittle
annoyi ng, but please do say your name when you have a
questi on.

MR. KUHLE: | don't know. Maybe we coul d
go back to the previous slide. It would show-- or the
previ ous couple slides shows the conmunities that we wll
be going to. Those are the communities that we will be
going to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of
their hub commnities for the various subregional -- or
the subregions. And we are going to those areas to
provide as much information as we can. And there is --
the others we are sending out newsletters to every
resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing
information on the website. And | also provide ny direct
phone |ine and e-mail.

So we are -- that's the approach we are taking
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to gather as much information as we can. W believe that
it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input
or to hear about the project and provide input.

MR DAVID JOHN: It is going to have a big
i npact on people that are closer to the project than the
ones around the outskirts of it.

MR KUHLE: \Well, again, we feel like
there is potential inpacts. W identified all -- the
total nunber of comunities. W |ooked at -- our tribal
|iaison, you know, contacted 66 conmunities. Those were
the ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the
project, and we felt we needed to provide information to
all of them And the approach we are taking, again, is to
focus on the subregions. And you know, we are not goi ng
to every conmmunity, but we feel the approach we are taking
s providing an opportunity to every comunity to be part
of the process.

MR. BRELSFORD: So Don, let me build on
this alittle bit. 1 think the comments go to the
question of fair play and that the comunities that m ght
be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be
heard. And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the
subsi stence use areas for the Stony River and Line
Village, and they should really and truly have a direct
invitation, direct opportunity to participate. | think
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that's a really inportant scoping comment for us to have
witten dowmn. And | think some of the things that we can
do -- Don is really enphasizing that we are trying to
spread out the opportunity across the big region. So
that's one good idea.

But the other one is to really have sone direct
contact with some of the communities that may not get to
the meetings. So we can nmake some fol | owup phone calls
to the tribe, corporation, city |eaders as appropriate to
ki nd of answer questions or enphasize the value of having
your voice heard early in the EIS process and mention
again the website or the newsletters. | think what | hear
fromthis is we ought to do a little better on individua
outreach to some of those villages. So | think that's a
really good coment .

MR. DAVID JOHN: You got plan A right now.
Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?

MR KUHLE: For outreach to the
communities? As | said, our tribal liaison has contacted
or attenpted to contact all 66 of those comuniti es.
She's made fol |l owup phone calls and e-mails at |east
twice so far to those. And | expect she will continue to
do that if we don't hear anything from |ike you
mentioned, Lime Village. Yes, we can ask her to try to
get in touch with themand see if there is sone reason
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that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically
ask them you know, if there is sone reason -- if they
have no interest in participating or if they sinply
haven't heard. But as | said, she made several efforts so
far to contact every community.

MR DAVID JOHN. It would be good to nake
an effort instead of ignoring them

MR KUHLE: Right. And | don't -- thank
you. | don't believe we have ignored them And we will
continue to make an effort.

MR. DAVID JOHN: | appreciate the
opportunity to have an input tonight.

MR. BRELSFORD: So we have sone homewor k
based on this conment. W will nmake some fol |l owup calls.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Evel yn Thomas, tri bal
counci | president of Crooked Creek. There is a big
concern. |'ve nentioned it before. Is this TKC and
Calista going to allow exclusive use of this route where
the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going
to be? W want to knowif that's going to be closed off
fromus. That's a question that we have that's really --
that's for all of the river villages, nore so than
Napai nute or anywhere else. |If it's going to be closed
off fromus, | personally will have a probl em

MR KUHLE: W will talk about that a

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 18

little bit later in the program and if you still have
questions at that point, please ask them again.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS. | will.

MR BRELSFORD: Ready to nove on, then?
That was a good discussion to warmup. Now we're ready to
go into the pipeline components. Not just the pipeline.
The project conponents.

MR. KUHLE: As Taylor just said, we wll
move into a sumary of the mning project as proposed by
Donlin Gold. Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two
| arge international mning conpanies, Barrick Gold and
NovaCGold. And the Donlin Gold deposit is |located on |ands
owned by two Al aska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokw m
Corporation is the surface owner.

As you can see, it's a very large project,
expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per
year for an expected |ife span of 27 and a half years. It
wi |l process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

W noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be
| ocated in a renmote part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet into the KuskokwimValley. This area is home
to some 66 conmunities that mght be affected by the
project. For many conmunities the project mght affect
| ands and resources that are used for subsistence and
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other livelihood activities. This project will face an
extensive set of legal requirenents, many permts and many
agenci es invol ved.

The diagramat the bottomof this slide shows
the tinme line fromexploration to closure. Donlin has
wor ked on exploration and environnental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submtting the permt applications.
V& are now starting the three-year permtting period, the
first step of which is the scoping nmeetings, and that's
why we are here tonight. At the conclusion of the EI'S
process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny
their permts. |If permts are issued, Donlin Gold can
proceed with three to four years of construction and an
estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mne, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
reclamation. This includes deconm ssioning the mll
facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility,
and al so the waste rock storage facilities. The |and
woul d be recontoured and native vegetation would be
pl ant ed.

"Il turn to the major conponents of the
project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
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Trans- Al aska Pipeline System It will be a cold pipe,
meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't danage
per maf r ost .
Wiere it crosses eight najor rivers, the

pi pel ine woul d be installed bel ow the riverbed using
horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo at the top of the slide. For exanple, this
techni que woul d be used to cross the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and
the three forks of the George River. The inage of the
bl ock valve on the right side of the slide in the
ri ght - hand photo there shows that the pipeline
ri ght-of-way woul d not be fenced off, and so it woul dn't
bl ock access to subsistence use areas. The right-of-way
woul d be brushed every ten years to provide continued
access for monitoring and mai ntenance, and that woul d be
done by Donlin Gold. The construction process woul d not
create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would
al | ow access, but after construction no inproved access
for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.

MR BRELSFORD: So let's pause and see --
Evelyn was here. This was her question. So again, |
think what we want to enphasize, this picture is kind of
hard to see in the room but the right-of-way continues up
this ridge, and it's brushed down [ow. The trees grow up
alongside. But it's not fenced off. So the inportant
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thing is for the traditional |and uses and subsistence in
the upper Kuskokwi m River or along the Al aska Range as it

comes over to the Kuskokwim it's not a barrier to

subsi stence uses to access for subsistence purposes.

These bl ock val ves woul d be | ocated about every 20 mles.

Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.
They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.

So this was a really inportant question. And |
want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as
we could. So maybe that's enough of enphasizing on that
one.

MR KUHLE: WII| check with Evel yn when
she gets back.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokw m
River Valley, and continue west to the mne site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State lands, 34 percent BLMIands, and ten percent Native
corporation | and.

Note the blue segnent in the mddle where an
alternate pipeline corridor woul d avoid the Dal zell Gorge
and the Al aska Range. This alternate route woul d separate
at mlepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at
m | epost 150. Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps
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that this alternative is under consideration and wll be
exam ned during geotechnical investigations this com ng
surmer .

This slide shows the project conponents at the
mne site. And 1'd like to highlight three of these.
Nurmber one is the open pit which would eventually cover
1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mles long, one mle wide,
1,850 feet deep near the end of the mne [ife. Nunmber two
is the tailings inmpoundnent, which technically is referred
to as a waste treatnent facility, and it would cover about
2,350 acres, or three and a half square mles. Tailings
refer to the powder-like naterial that is left after the
gol d has been renoved fromthe mll.

Nunber three is the waste rock facility, which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres. This is the rock that's
renoved to get to the gol d-bearing ore. These major
facilities support the mll, which would process 59,000
tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the transportation
infrastructure. The mine will require new or expanded
port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and
cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges
they nove up to a new barge |anding near Jungjuk, and from
there the cargo and fuel woul d be transferred along a new
30-mle road that woul d be constructed to the mne site.
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Also at the mne site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrinp,
and there woul d also be a 40-m|lion-gallon diesel storage
facility at the mne site.

The proposed barge | anding at Jungjuk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back fromthe riverbank, for a total of 26
acres. The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and
diesel fuel. The fuel would be needed to power the large
m ne equi pment and trucks at the mne site. The fue
bar ges woul d be doubl e-hul | ed.

The navi gation season woul d be about 110 days
per year. There would be about three barge tows passing
per day, neaning there would be naybe two up and one down
the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at
about any point on the river each day. There will be four
barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel
barge tows per season. Cargo barges will carry 550 tons
each. Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gal l ons each. The
shi ppi ng season and the barge tow frequency and the nunber
of barges |oads woul d be roughly the sane both during the
construction period and during operation of the mne.

Addi tional infrastructure includes a
construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs. This
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i ncludes some snaller renote camps for pipeline
construction. The permanent canmp woul d have 600 beds and
woul d support a workforce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees wor ki ng
shifts, nmeaning that only about half of the total
wor kf orce woul d be on site at any given tine.

VW will stop now and see if there are any
questions on the project and its conponents. Any
questions at this time before we nove on?

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: The four barges a day,
that woul d be throughout the life of the mne? It would
be every day for 30 years, about?

MR KUHLE: There woul d be four barges per
tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on
average during the 110-day season.

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: And that would go on
for the life of the mne?

MR KUHLE: Yes.

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: Every year?

MR. KUHLE: Every year and an estimated
110 days per year navigation season with the nost -- nost
days you woul d see three barges per day.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: (kay. And that's for
30 years, every sumer for 30 years?

MR KUHLE: Three to four years of
construction and 27 and a half years of the mne life and
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probably some period during the restoration period.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: (kay.

M5. JANINE STEWWAN My name is Janine
Stewran. \What nodel are they using to go underneath the
river? Wiat's their protection? What is the nodel they
are using to do the piping underneath the river? How are
they going to guarantee there won't be a |eak? How are
they going to assure us of that? How would we get that
i nformation?

MR. KUHLE: The guarantee -- the
pipeline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHVBA, or
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Adm nistration, and they will reviewthe pipeline to
ensure the safety of it. As far as a nodel for going
underneath, |I'mnot sure exactly how that was nodel ed

or -- as | understand it, it will be well beneath the bed,
| believe even through the bedrock, and there will be
bl ock valves every two feet -- |'msorry -- every 20 mles

along the pipeline, soif there is a leak detected, it
woul d stop the flow of gas. But the main responsibility
for that would be PHVBA

MR. BRELSFORD: So it mght be helpful to
say all of this starts wth geotechnical studies. So they
actual ly study the rock and the stability and what
engi neering features, and they use that in order to design
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the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling
exercises. Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor
that comes out of the federal regulations. And then al

of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk
of spill.

And then nuch further down the road there are
spill response plans and obligations in the permts so
that if there were ever an uncontrolled rel ease, a spil
of sone sort, the safety neasures would be in place. The
bl ock val ves woul d be one, but then the spill response,
the equi pment on site, the personnel who are trained to
respond to a spill. There is kind of a train of things to
prevent first, and then have -- have wel|-established
procedures to respond if there ever were a rel ease

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: How woul d they do the
i nspection on that? Because you said they are going to do
inspections. So that would be one question | would |ike
to know is how woul d they inspect that to make sure there
is no |eak.

MR. KUHLE: Inspect the part that's
under --

M5. JANINE STEWWAN. Right. Because that
woul d be hard to inspect, | think.

MR KUHLE: | guess I'mnot very famliar
with that, but | expect it would be done remotely, that
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they woul d, you know, tell by pressure sensors or --
MR, JOHN THOVAS: They send a pig down it.
They call it a pig. That's how they check inside a pipe.

M5. JANINE STEWWAN  The other question to
that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be involved
in that? Because they nonitor ne. |'ma fuel vendor.
They monitor nme because |I'mon the river. So |I'm assum ng
they are going to want to be a part of that.

MR. KUHLE: If you are on the river -- |
talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to
be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had
if there were any structures crossing the river, and there
are not. |It's beneath the river. And | don't believe
that they will have --

MS. JANINE STEWAN: They don't have any
questions?

MR KUHLE: No. | believe as long as it's
wel | beneath the bed of the river. But they wll
certainly be involved later in the process. | nean, we
will contact themto, you know, see what they have for
comments and - -

MR BRELSFORD: So there are probably a
couple of parts going on. First, this was John Thomas
that provided infornmation about the pig.

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: Wi ch sounds right.
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| know we send pigs fromthe barge to the -- when we do a
field dispensing fromthe barge to the tank farm but |
wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think, as Don is
saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are
really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline
safety. Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those
steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes
and the protective neasures that you are quite famliar
with. | don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this
case. And nost of what we think the Coast CGuard would
focus on here woul d be nore navigation, particularly at
the nouth where a lot of traffic mght be involved in
bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.

So thereis alot of little pieces to this
project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of
clarify who mght be doing which parts of it.

M5. JANINE STEWWAN  On that nodel, before
| give it over, do they show how nany tines it crosses the
river from-- you know --

MR. KUHLE: From Cook Inlet to the mne
site?

MS. JANINE STEWWAN. R ght.

MR BRELSFORD: Moxie, could you go to the
map? So there are eight major river crossings with the
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horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD
Come forward to the pipeline conponents. So the eight
maj or river systems have these gold stars, and then there
are dozens -- there are somewhere in the nei ghborhood of
hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies
that are crossed. And there are several techniques that
are used in those, depending on whether they have
anadronous salnon runs or not. And sone of theminvolve
trenching and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a
time where it would not affect the fish resources.

There is a very detailed listing of this in the
pl an of devel opment for the pipeline that is available on
the website. So it's possible to kind of follow a [ot of
details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the
mor e thorough docunentation behind it.

MR TIMZAUKAR | was going to ask about
the pollution fromthe generators they are going to have
back there. There will be a lot of pollution com ng out
that will come down here probably.

MR. KUHLE: From generators at the mne
site?

MR TIM ZAUKAR: | was asking about the
pol lution fromthe generators. And |like, you know --

MR KUHLE: | don't have specific details
on that, other than I can assure you that it wll
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certainly be addressed. And it's a real concern and it
will be addressed in the EI'S at |ength.

MR BRELSFORD: So there is a little bit
more to the question. Air quality, protecting air quality
and understandi ng what em ssions mght cone fromthe power
generator or any of the trucks, all of it. A r emssions
is going to be a very big focus in this EIS. But then you
were al so asking what happens; does it travel; would the
air currents carry contamnated air or contamnants in the
air fromthe mne site down to the comunities; would it
af fect the conmunities nearby.

And again, these are good, good scoping
questions to set the target for the EI'S anal ysis so that
these are both aspects that would definitely be anal yzed
quite thoroughly in the EIS. And this is a good way to
put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.

| forgot one other thing. Part of the thing
about having natural gas to power the electrica
generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form
of power generation than diesel would be. So sonme of the
original design is already |ooking at how to mnimze air
emssions or difficulties with air quality.

MR KUHLE: As we said, the purpose of
scoping neetings is to identify issues and concerns. One
maj or area of concern is water resources. The project is
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designed to result in no discharge of mne contacted
water, but there could still be concerns. Sone exanples
are noted on this slide

Streams and other surface waters would be
diverted away fromand around the mning activities in
order to facilitate mning and to avoid contan nati on.

G oundwat er woul d be consumed as part of the mning
process and coul d affect base flows of nearby streans.

M ne dewatering to keep water out of the pit could | ower
adj acent groundwater |evels and again could affect nearby
streams. Sonme of the rock, when exposed to the el ements,
coul d generate acid or |each metals. So waste rock
tailings and all runoff would have to be careful |y managed
to avoid contam nating waters outside of the mne site.

Air quality is also inmportant. This slide shows
sonme exanpl es of issues related to air. There would be
several sources of em ssions, including a | arge nunber of
| arge mning vehicles, a 227-negawatt power plant and dust
created by renoving and processing the overburden, waste
rock and ore.

Cimte change is a growing concern and wil|l
need to be considered, as |arge amounts of hydrocarbons
will be burned. Mercury will be |ooked at in severa
areas. (One of these is naturally occurring nercury or
fugitive mercury could be rel eased by exposing it during
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mning. Mercury stack em ssions could occur during the
mlling process, and any mercury co-product would require
careful storage and transport.

Gven the large anounts of fuel and hazardous
material s involved, safe operating procedures and good
response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.

G her major issues and concerns include wetlands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel
subsi stence and traditional |and uses.

The proposed project would affect a total of
16,300 acres. O this, 10,000 acres would be |ocated at
the mne site and related infrastructure. And there would
be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pi peline,
and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands. These areas
woul d be affected by -- the wetlands woul d be affected by
excavation filling and vegetation renoval or other
di sturbances. And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and
wildlife habitat |oss would occur or be reduced fromthe
16,300 acres affected. And in addition to habitat |oss,
there woul d be disturbance of individual aninals.

W have already talked quite a bit about barge
traffic. And subsistence and traditional [and uses woul d
al so be affected by the loss of land to devel opnent.

Here are some nore exanpl es of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the conmunities,
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cul tural resources and recreation. Community |ife would
be affected by a |arge new workforce of 3,000 workers
during the construction period and 1,400 for the pernmanent
operation of the mne. There will be new enpl oyment and
incone, but there would also be nmany effects on comunity
life and human health. Cultural resources, both
archeol ogi cal and historical, that exist in the area m ght
al so be disturbed or destroyed by construction and
operations.

Recreation and visual resources mght also be
affected, including the Iditarod Natural H storic Trai
m ght al so be affected by new structures and m ning
operations.

For all of the issues that are identified, we
will lTook first to avoid the inpacts if we can
G herwise, we will mnimze themas nuch as possible and
if necessary, we will look at ways to mtigate for them

To conclude, we know that the proposed project
and | and resources are inportant to you. And we woul d
like to enphasize that there are several ways to get
involved in the EIS. You are al ready doing the nost
inportant thing by being here tonight. And we al so ask
that you visit our website at donlingol deis.comor contact
me directly at 753-2780 is ny direct phone line, or you
can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 34

slide.

If you have any tribal matters, you can contact
our tribal Iiaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone nunber
and e-mai| are also provided. These are also available on
t he donlingol dei s. com websi te.

Amanda and | have had two tribal teleconferences
so far to discuss cooperating agency status and
gover nnent - t o- gover nment consul tation. Those were held on
Cct ober 30th and Decenber 12th, and we plan to have
others. And we will try to contact the tribes that we
haven't heard back from W have heard back from nost of
them and there have been a number that haven't responded
but we will make another effort. And in addition to
participating in the EI'S, tribal governments al so have the
opportunity to enter into governnent-to-governnent
consultation. It's a separate process fromthe EI'S, but
we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.
And they will best contact Amanda, but also nyself if you
have any concerns related to tribal issues.

That concludes the presentation. So I'l
answer if there is any remaining questions; otherw se, we
will nove into the period we set aside for taking
testimony, if anybody would Iike to make conments for the
record.

MR DAVID JOHN: M nane is David John.
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| mconcerned about our air and the air we breathe and the
water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and
the gane we have because | know they are nonitoring our
fish and gane right now and water, doing all that to get
information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while
the mne is in operation and also after.

My concern is if there are any changes during
that time, during that 27 years they are going to have
that operation going on, if there is any changes in any
fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do
sonet hing about it?

MR KUHLE: You nean --

MR DAVID JOHN. In case you have a |eak.

MR. KUHLE: Yeah. | guess, you know,
the -- there will be conditions --

MR DAVID JOHN. You have got to conpare
frombefore it starts and after it starts and during.
Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting al
that game.

MR. KUHLE: | guess there would -- all of

the permts that -- | nean, | can definitely speak for the
Corps of Engineers and | expect for other agencies as
well. There will be conditions on the permt that wll

be, you know, identified through the EI'S process to
protect the resources. |If there is -- you know, air
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quality and water quality are, you know, usually regul ated
by State permts, and they will have standards on those.
If those are exceeded, you know, then neasures will be
taken to require themto come into conpliance. So that --
you know, that's the way that the air and water quality
woul d be protected throughout the life of the m ne.

For fish, you know, if they were -- the State
Fish & Gane has requirements for -- they would have to
have a fish habitat permt. |If they were to violate that,
they woul d have to come into conpliance. So, you know,
once the permts are issued, you know, there would be
conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.
| f they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know,
they would be in violation. So that's --

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think one other thing
to add to that is there is a formal nonitoring plan as
part of the operational plan, part of the permt
application fromDonlin. So just where you started, you
need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over tine
and to conmpare it. That's exactly right. That's what the
monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.

Many environmental di mensions woul d be nonitored on an
ongoi ng basis.

And just like you are suggesting, they have to
adjust. If they identify changes, they woul d have to
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adj ust the engineering and the technical work at the mne
or the management in order to respond to any changes in
any of those environmental dinmensions.

MR DAVID JOHN. Thank you

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to
testify. |If there is no |ast questions, we will get those
and call the people to provide those conments.

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: This is Evel yn Thomas
again. Wiat kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditiona
| and use. Wat -- what is your take on that? Wat is --
what's that -- howis that part of this? What woul d
you -- why is it even in there if you know you are goi ng
to deal with Calista and TKC and you don't deal with the
tribes? And you have traditional |and use of the areas
that are going to be affected. How is that addressed in
this EIS?

MR KUHLE: Well, we are dealing with the
tribes. W have invited tribes to be cooperating
agenci es, and Crooked Creek is one of those.

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: About the traditional

| and use loss. Ckay. | sawthis. GCkay. And you are
going down river from Crooked Creek. Ckay. But the
peopl e nost affected by not using the areas -- let's say

i f they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline
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route to go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't
go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to
affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people,
Sl eetnute people and Stony River people much nore than
from Napai nute on down. GCkay. This is our -- and this
is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a
lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and
gathering and trapping areas. And that's going to be part
of this, or is it just going to be mentioned and then
left?

MR. KUHLE: That would be part of it.
That would be -- you know, we will |ook at the existing
use of the area and |look at how that will be affected by
the proposed project. And yes, that will be considered in
the EI'S process.

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: (kay. Because TKC and
Calista may own the surface and the subsurface |ands back
there, but they don't live here. They don't use the |and
every day such as we do. W have not had any neetings
with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the
closest one to this project. They have not brought us to
the table. They have not tal ked of our concerns here in
Crooked Creek. We would like to see them here discussing
these things with us also at -- at a public neeting |ike
this, both those organizations.
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Because we |ive here. (Ckay. W are the ones
giving up the nost. CQur traditional ways -- we are --
it's being squeezed. If we are not going to be able to
use this land, we are going to have nore and nore
dependence on public assistance. If we should not be
wor ki ng back at the mine or have the qualifications that,
say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we
don't neet this or we don't neet that, then we won't be
able to be working back there. But yet we can't go
hunting and fishing on our traditional areas. So howis
that going to be brought into the EI S?

MR KUHLE: Well, it's brought into the
EIS by -- in the first place, you mentioned that you're
denied. It will be on the record. You are welcone to
provi de any other comments and concerns to us if you
haven't adequately expressed themtonight. You have a
gover nnent -t o- gover nment, you know, venue to pursue.

As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, | guess
that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control
over them | guess that's between you and them | guess
| don't know what -- you said you thought they woul d
prevent you fromtaking control over who worked at the
mne site?

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: No. That's not what |
meant. Wat | neant was they control access to
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traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap
and fish. They could potentially keep us fromgoing on

t hose because the mne is going to have safety concerns.
They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get
hurt. Okay? And they are going to have their business.
They are going to | ook out for liability. Al right? So
they are going to want to have everybody staying away from
there. So the people of this community and these closer
communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if
we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to repl ace
that? Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and
pick berries or, you know -- you see what |'m saying?

Because we have not -- we have not been able to
bring Calista and TKC to the table for this. They nade
all of these deals back there w thout the comunity of
Crooked Creek involved. They nentioned they were going to
do this.

Crooked Creek does support the devel opnent of
this mne, but we also can't continue to give up all of
everything and expect to continue to go on withit. W
can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the triba
menbers. People ny age are probably not -- I'mnot going
to see any benefit fromany devel opment back there. 1'l]
be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.
These little guys right here, they are going to be the

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 41

ones that have to |ive with whatever decisions we nmake
now. And if they don't know how to live off the land Iike
we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us. Ckay.
That's a loss to us. W cannot continue to agree to give
up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to
replace it, even if we have a job back there. If we can't

continue to do that -- | hear it all the time. Thereis a
big concern about that. | hear it.
MR KUHLE: | understand your concern, and

it's alegitimate concern that, you know -- and |ike I
said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will
consider it, the fact that you feel |ike because the m ne
will be there you will be prevented from accessing that
area and any other areas that --

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: W already are

MR. KUHLE: -- the corporations feel may
be -- which may provide a safety or security risk

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Yeah. They are afraid
sonebody will get hurt. Liability. They are afraid of
liability. But you can't -- we already do not go back
there for our traditional hunting and trapping. M famly
hunted and trapped back there. David John's fam |y hunted
and trapped back there for years and years and years.
Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would. And we don't go
there anymore. It's not ours anynore. W can't go there
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anynore. (kay. You can't even go back there and pick
berries, and that place is covered with blueberries. But
we can't go back there as the general public. And Calista
owns the subsurface. TKC owns the surface. Ckay.

So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want,
it's too bad. Al right? But it's genocide to us to
continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace
it. See?

MR KUHLE: Yeah, we understand your
concern. It'sin the record. | guess we -- as | said, we
can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's
inthe record and it will be considered in the EIS. And
you know, once it's in the draft EI'S, you will have an
opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed
that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.
But again, yes, | agree it's a legitimte concern, one
that we may not have a lot of control over but, you know,
it will be considered and we will do what we can.

MR BRELSFORD: So first of all, Evelyn
speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture --

MS. EVELYN THOWAS: Yes.

MR BRELSFORD: -- and of the history --
M5. EVELYN THOMAS: Yes.
MR BRELSFORD: -- of this commnity. And

| think we -- we shiver alittle bit to hear the power of
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your testimony. The EIS has a certain job to do. And
it's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns
about the forces of change in the region, but we are going
to work hard to do the best job in the EIS. So your
conments about what is the potential to be displaced, what
are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the
project footprint, what are the estimated effects on
traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough
about that.

Now, it's going to start with those subsistence
and traditional |and use studies. The State subsistence
di vision has been visiting in the communities in the |ast
three or four years and put together new subsistence use
maps and so on. That's just the beginning of
docunentation on this. W are going to try and go through
that information, synthesize it and esti mate what those
effects woul d be, but you are going to help us with that.
You are going to help us get it right because the draft
EISis a docunent -- it's out for several weeks, for
months for the comunities to review and to provide
comments on.

And | do want to say in all sincerity that the
spirit of this is we are going to learn together. W are
going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a | ot
of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their
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traditional use areas. | knowthat. | sat in this
village and did maps with people in the 1980s. It's work,
and people do it because they want it to matter. So we
are going to recognize and respect the effort that's
already in those studies. And the testinony, the
questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do
our best in that draft EIS. | can tell you that. But we
are going to | eave sone things out. W are not going to
get it all the first tine we try. And so the public
review of the draft EISis very, very inportant.

And that's where -- so our job is to fully
disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly
can about what were the existing conditions and what are
the |ikely changes under the project, the potential
environmental effects. That's what an EI'S does. And then
it goes in front of the agencies to nake permtting
decisions. But | really want to say you are going to help
us do a good job on that along the way. W have several
years to work on this. [It's not going to be an overni ght
or a slipshod piece of work. It's going to be a detailed,
careful piece of work. And we are going to bring it back
to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.

Don has enphasi zed that the government is not
going to manage private |andowners. And in alnost all the
ways that is true. Ar emssions that would go off of
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private land -- there are a few things where they are
regul ated, but this EISis not going to change | and
ownership, private land ownership.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: That's not what |'m
tal king about here, Taylor. What we are tal king about is
traditional land use. Okay. W are not talking about who
owns the land or anything else. Personally | don't care
who owns the land. It's our traditional area. This is

going to conme up throughout this process. | knowit. And
| need answers, too, because | don't have any to tell
anybody when they ask ne about it. It is a very sensitive
subj ect.

And this is the biggest part of this whole thing
is everybody is concerned about -- |ook at the Red Devi
Mne. Wien it was going there was a lot of jobs in the
area. Everything was going along good. It closed in
1971. What was left? Wat was left? Red Devil is, you
know, Red Devil. | mean, it's got a huge runway, and who
uses it? What benefit did it bring to this area?

Not hi ng, you know. And they are gone

s that what's going to happen to G ooked Creek,
too? You know --

MR. BRELSFORD: So the boom and bust
cycle. Wat could be the boomand bust cycle is another
kind of question to be addressed in the EIS
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MS. EVELYN THOMAS: It's going to conme up
It comes up all the tine over here. | have to bring it to
you.

MR. BRELSFORD: It's good input. That's
what we are here for. So thank you for speaking quite
frankly about it. There are sone other people who al so
have i deas.

M5. BARBARA CRANE- KINZY: M nane is
Barbara Crane-Kinzy. ['mfromSleetmute, like him And
our traditional harvesting is on a timeline basis. Like
she said, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up
and pick them Wen it's tine to get beaver -- you know,
there is a tineline for everything, everything that we
harvest. W are here today and we are gone tonorrow, |ike
she says. And | pray to God that ny great, great
grandchildren will be able to go out and do the
traditional things that we do years and years way down
past 27 -- what you said, 267

MR KUHLE: 27 and a half years.

M5. BARBARA CRANE- KINSEY: | hope the | and
is rich and bountiful for themas it is -- as it has been
for us. And you said there is job opportunities for the
comunities. Wat | want to knowis, are you guys going
to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain
these jobs? |Is there training available? |Is there an
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outline where each and every one that nmay have an
opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is
there sonething that they can say, hey, | can do this; you
know, | want to try this out? Were is the -- the
training in this for, you know, our people?

MR KUHLE: | guess ny understanding is
that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with

trying to hire local people that -- again, the inpacts to
the | ocal communities will be, you know, addressed in the
EIS. | guess | don't have specifics in that regard at

this time but, you know, it is something that is
considered is the effects on the |ocal conmunities.

M5. BARBARA CRANE- KI NZY: |'ve heard
testimoni es of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying
oh, yeah, they hired this guy fromway down states come up
to flip pancakes for us. And it's, what, there is a |ot
of us over here that know how to cook, you know. There is
lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our
peopl e need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so
that we can get off welfare.

MR. KUHLE: | guess the reason that we had
it onthe slide is it's one of the issues that we are
aware of and will be addressed. So the fact that we had
it on the slide, you know, we are planning to | ook at that
inthe EIS.
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MS. BARBARA CRANE- KI NzY:  Doi .

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
go into the formal coments?

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think on the sign-in
sheets there was a little colum that said would you |ike
to testify, yes or no. And it mght seema little formal
VW actual |y have one person who signed yes, and that's
Evelyn. And we will hear Evelyn's formal conments here,
but then if anybody el se would like to make additiona
conments, of course we would be happy to hear it. So
whet her you signed it or not, we are here to listen. W
are here to learn.

Now | think it's time to turn to Evelyn's fornal
comments, and then we will make room for anybody el se
after that.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: |'m Evel yn Thonas, the
Crooked Creek Tribal Council president. Over the past, |
don't know, several years we have known that this tinme was
comng. And over this tinme there has been different
conments and different questions and different concerns
brought up to the traditional council, to either nyself or
to other people who have served on the traditiona
council. There is great concern for the |loss of our
traditional ways of life, okay, howthe -- the land and
the water and the air is going to be protected throughout
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all of this. W hear horror stories all the tine of
thi ngs going wong everywhere all over.

So far we have had a good relationship with
Donlin Gold Project. They have al ways been up front and
very honest with whatever we have asked of them W do
understand our environment. |t cones from generations of
our people living in this area, that it's just like you
just know. It's passed down. You know, |ike we know what
season we need to get fish. W know what season we need
to get the berries. W know what season to get the
| auhyuks [ph] and the angukags. W know these things and
we know this area that we live in. There is concern about
the loss of that way of life.

W al so know that with jobs comes problens. And
as the people who live here and have |ived here for
generations, we are part of the environment of this area
Ve know that this project, it will bring nuch needed nmoney
and jobs into this area. However, there is going to also
bring the bad stuff. The drugs and the alcohol wll be
here.

Look at now. The Crooked Creek Traditional
Counci | nakes payroll twice a nonth. As soon as we are
going to make payroll, here cones the drugs and the
al cohol into the commnity to be sold. So there will be
more of that.
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There has been positives for this comunity.
There has al so been negatives for this conmunity. And we
know that we are going to have to find a bal ance between
those two things. But they -- the concerns that were
brought up tonight are very real. There is worry about
the water. There is worry about the air. W hear it all
the tinme. Those questions need to be answered to our
peopl e as well as you can answer themto everyone here.
This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare --
wel fare economy. And we welcone it.

W don't want to go into it and to do things
here |ike anything goes. You see what we are saying? W
are saying we don't want to do it -- okay. You want to do
that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give
three people in this village a job. W want to be sure
that it is done in a safe and responsibl e manner.

W want -- the people of our conmunity and the
surroundi ng comunity, especially upriver, they have
peopl e working at the mne, too. Sleetrmute will be an
i nval uabl e addition to our neetings because they live ten
mles fromRed Devil. Wat was their inmpacts fromthat
m ne when it was going on? | know some of them were
pretty bad. People from Cooked Creek worked up there,
and | know sone of the inpacts on Crooked Creek were
pretty bad.
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| have a paper prepared for whoever wants to
take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had;
you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's
going to happen if the -- because we drink water fromthe
creek and we use water fromthe creek for washing and
cleaning and things |ike that. What's going to happen if
they use so much water that we don't have enough for
Crooked Creek to use? Okay. And supposedly the water is
owned by the State of Al aska, | guess. | don't think
there is any private ownership. How can we make sure we
have enough water for our comunity? You know, things
like this, these are going to cone up.

They are all in this paper here. And | wll

give you a copy to take with you. |'ve given one to Apri
al ready so she will be prepared for it. But that's all |
have to say.

| thank you. Especially | want to thank the
Arny Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two
years ago when we flooded. They were -- when we called up
to ask themfor permssion to build over there by the
airport because we couldn't get permission fromTKC to
build and if we could use gravel fromthe river, we had an
answer fromthe Army Corps in two hours. So they hel ped
us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt
for our people who had | ost everything. So we thank you
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for that. Thank you

MR. KUHLE: Anybody that didn't sign up
wi sh to make commrents? If not, | thank you again for
com ng. Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com M
contact information is available on the website. O if
you woul d |ike, you can stop by and I'll give it to you
If you have any concerns, you can contact --

M5. BARBARA CRANE- KI NZY: On your website
can we see other people's coments?

MR. KUHLE: Eventually they will be
posted, yes.

MR BRELSFORD: After all of the meetings
the transcripts will be sunmarized in a report, and that
report will be on the website to kind of gather together
the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of
the communities together. So that's going to be a little
while. W finish the neetings in the end of March, and
it's about May before that report will be posted

M5. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: | want it to be
| i ke Facebook where | can add another comment.

MR BRELSFORD: | don't know if people saw
the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.

Anot her newsletter will conme out to sumarize the scoping
meetings. So sone of the biggest issues will be
summarized in there. And then the scoping report will be
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quite lengthy. There will be a lot of detail in that
report.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: |'d like to -- one
more thank you. Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when
the State of Alaska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up
here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly. They
refused to cone for eight hours for up to two days.

Donlin Gold did cone in here. They showed -- they showed
me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that
they were willing to put thenselves out to make sure that
we didn't have any loss of life. So there was that --
there is that positive. They have worked hard to build
this trust between the village and them and we very much
appreciated that because | believe that we would have | ost
El ders and infants during that tine if we hadn't been able
to get themout of here and into Donlin Gold where they
took us. And they weren't ready for babies and old people
and whatever. And we thank themfor that also.

MR. KUHLE: If there is no nore conments,
again, thanks for com ng

MR BRELSFORD: So we will hang around
after. Please feel free to visit wth any of the agency
representatives with any other questions or coments. W
woul d wel cone it. Thanks so nuch for com ng tonight.

It's a huge group of folks. W are really pleased to see
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(Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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; For US. Army Cor p:' zf PEfg:Anze'rAsN- CES 1 impacts associated with the Donlin Gold mining project.
o ' 2 And so you have got al the federal and State agencies
3 Don_Kuhl e . .
Proj ect Manager 3 here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your
4 For URS: 4 comments. So thank you very much.
> Taylor Brel sford 5 MR. BRUNO: I'm Jeff Bruno with the State
6 Proj ect Manager 6 of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and we are also
! Mraf Qutreach Coor di nat or 7 acooperating agency. And if you have any specific
8 For Bureau of Land Management : 8 questionsrelated to the State, | might not have all the
9 Doug Bal | ou 9 answers, as| represent kind of alot of different
10 Assi'stant Field Manager 10 departments, but I'll either get back to you or have an
11 For Al aska Departnent of Natural Resources: 11 answer. So please come and see me after the presentation
12 deft Brung o Py oj ect Goor di nat or 12 if you have any specific questions for the State.
13 L Us Environmental Protection A _ 13 MR. BRELSFORD: And I'm Taylor Brelsford.
. S. gency:
14 Verk Jen 14 It'sreally special to be back working for a project in
15 Proj ect Coordi nat or 15 the Kuskokwim River. It's been many, many years since my
16 Taken by: 16 family wasyoung living in Sleetmute and again in Aniak.
17 Mary A. Vavrik, RMR 17 I work as a contractor for the Army Corps of
18 18 Engineers, and our responsibility -- | work with a company
19 BE IT KNOM that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |19 called URS Corporation. And our responsibility isto help
20 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before |20 preparethe technical work, thetechnica staff work to
21 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |21 supportthe Army Corpsof Engineerson thisElS.
22 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 22 MR. MOXIE ALEXIE: My nameis Moxie
23 23 Alexie. I'mfrom Sleetmute. I'm with URS as part of the
24 24 Donlin Gold Project with the EIS team with URS. And it's
25 25 good to be back in my home area.
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Welcome home.
2 (Invocation offered by Julie Zaukar.) 2 MR. KUHLE: Well move now into the
3 MR. KUHLE: Wewill get started. I'd like 3 program. Feel freeto ask any questions as we go along.
4 to welcome you to the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold 4 1f you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify
5 Project environmental impact statement, aso known as an 5 yourself, give us your name for the record.
6 EIS. My nameisDon Kuhle. I'm from the U.S. Army Corps | 6 Okay. We will moveintotheagenda. Thisis
7 of Engineers. I'm the project manager for the EIS. There 7 the agendafor this evening, just to provide with you an
8 areanumber of cooperating agencies here who will 8 ideaof the topicsthat we are going to cover. We have
9 participatein the EIS. And we also have athird-party 9 done the introductions, so the next topic isto talk about
10 contractor here. I'll take aminute to let them introduce 10 the purpose of tonight's meeting. And then we will
11 themselves. Let'sdo the agenciesfirst. 11 provide the EIS project milestones. After that we want to
12 MR. BALLOU: Good evening. My nameis 12 provide abasic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
13 Doug Bdllou. I'm with the Bureau of Land Management, the |13 proposed it. And we will summarize afew of theissues as
14 Anchoragefield office. We are a cooperator on this 14 away of inviting your comments. We encourage you to get
15 environmental impact study, and I'm really glad that you 15 involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
16 are heretonight. We are very interested in hearing your 16 We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed an
17 input and feedback on the various issues that this study 17 open pit gold mine ten miles up Crooked Creek, which |
18 will be addressing. So again, thank you for coming out. 18 guessyou know is located on the Kuskokwim River. Andin
19 And I'll be available after the meeting if you have any 19 order to comply with the National Environmental Policy
20 specific questions related to BLM'srole in this process. 20 Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
21 Thank you. 21 will be preparing an EISto identify and analyze the
22 MR. JEN: Hi. Good evening. My nameis 22 potential impacts. The Corpsis neither a proponent nor
23 Mark Jen. I'm with the EPA, and we're a cooperating 23 an opponent of the project. The EISwill beused in
24 agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the development 24 making permit decisions by the Corps and by other
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of the environmental impact statement and to address
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agencies. And the scoping meetings are the first step in
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1 the EIS process. 1 right-of-way permits for use of these lands. Tribal
2 This map gives an orientation to the project 2 governments and regional cooperators participate to
3 area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 3 contribute specialized knowledge about the local area,
4 of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River. 4 resources and land use.
5 Asyou can seg, it'saremote area with little development 5 The Donlin Gold Project will require many
6 todate. Thereare no existing roadsto the region. The 6 federal permits and consultations. This slide provides
7 map shows that the existing transportation and energy 7 six examples, and I'll mention two of them and ask you to
8 infrastructure in Alaskais concentrated in Southcentral 8 read therest for yourselves. Since the project would
9 Alaska. 9 placefill in wetlands and other waters of the United
10 The proposed mine would require al new 10 States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
11 infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and al of 11 decisions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.
12 these would be subject to permitting before they could 12 Also, since a portion of the pipeline project
13 proceed. 13 would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
14 This map gives an idea of the logistics and 14 right-of-way application. You can find amore
15 supply links to the proposed project. The transportation 15 comprehensive list of the required permits on the Donlin
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logistics for the mine include cargo and fuel from the

16

Gold application, which can be found on the project

17 west coast portsto Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in 17 website.
18 Dutch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then 18 There are also many permits required from the
19 againtoriver bargesin Bethel. Cargo supplies would go 19 State of Alaska. Three departments of the State
20 to Bethel and transfer to river barges, aswell. And the 20 government are noted here. For example, over 60 percent
21 fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge 21 of the pipeline would beinstalled on State lands, so the
22 landing that would be constructed at Jungjuk. There would 22 Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
23 also beanew pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring 23 right-of-way application. The Department of Environmental
24 innatural gasfor the mill. 24 Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
25 We are now going to take alook at the EIS 25 air quality permits, and the Department of Fish & Game has
Page 7 Page 9
1 process, and we will start with why an EISis prepared in 1 permitting responsibility to protect fish habitat.
2 thefirst place. The National Environmental Policy Act 2 So this overview of permits has shown why the
3 requiresan EIS for any major federal action significantly 3 various agencies areinvolved in the EIS. So we will now
4 affecting the quality of the human environment. Inthis 4 turn to the milestones of an EIS. Some of you may be
5 case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits 5 familiar with the stepsin preparing an EIS. The diagram
6 under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of 6 on the right shows six mgjor steps that we will be taking
7 the Riversand Harbors Act. Issuance of these permits 7 from now till November 2015.
8 would be amajor federal action and require an EISto 8 On December 14th of last year, a Notice of
9 evauate the environmental impacts of the proposed 9 Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal
10 project. The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 10 Register, and that was the kickoff for the EIS. And we --
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regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
to make their permit decisions.

In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corpsis
also required to complete a public interest review and an
analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,
which requires that we select the least environmentally
damaging practicable alternative. We will incorporate the
information necessary for these determinations into the
ElIS.

This dide shows that many agencies, tribes and
the regional organization will &l work together on the
EIS. Cooperating agencies are selected based upon their
permitting responsibilities or special expertise. Asan
example, the project would occur on BLM and State of
Alaskalands, so they will evaluate whether to issue
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at that point we began scoping on December 14th, and that
will continue through March 29th of thisyear. And during
that period we will be having scoping meetings, one of
which iswhy we are here tonight. And we will also be
taking comments on the project. Y ou can find more
information on the website and submit comments through the
website, aswell.

The information that we gather during the
scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EIS,
which is expected to be completed about August of 2014.
That's an estimated time, the best we can estimate at this
point. That could change, but that's what we are
projecting right now. The draft will then be put out for
public review. And again, we will have around of
meetings similar to what we are having now. And we will
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1 also solicit comments on the project again. 1 Okay. We will stop hereto seeiif thereis any
2 Using the information gathered on the draft, we 2 questions on the steps of the EIS process. Any questions
3 will prepare the fina EIS, which we expect to be 3 before we move on?
4 completed in October 2015. Then the final EIS will be 4 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Areyou going to be
5 used by the agencies involved to make their permit 5 having meetings all the way down toward Nunivak |sland?
6 decisions, and each agency will prepare their own Record 6 MR. BREL SFORD: Not actually on Nunivak
7 of Decision. And those are expected to be done about 7 Island, but on the Bering Sea coast between the mouth of
8 November of 2015. 8 the Kuskokwim and the mouth of the Y ukon River.
9 The most important thing to note from this slide 9 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Isthat because of the
10 arethetwo gold-colored circles. Those are the scoping 10 bargetraffic or theriver, or just because you want to
11 period and the comment period on the draft. And those are 11 have meetings out there?
12 the best opportunities to provide input into the project. 12 MR. BREL SFORD: So I'm setting a bad
13 And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any 13 example. Thisis Taylor speaking. It's Evelyn Thomas who

l_\
S

comments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed

14

asked the question. Go ahead.

15 inthedraft EIS. Soit'simportant that you get your 15 MR. KUHLE: Yes. Wearelooking at any --
16 commentsto us by then. 16 we havelooked at all -- we identified the region and the
17 The purpose of the scoping period isto provide 17 communitiesthat could -- any that could potentialy be
18 information and to listen to residents in the affected 18 affected by the proposed project. And yes, that could
19 region. This can be broken down into four areas. The 19 include any affected by navigation. It could aso be any
20 first isto share information about the proposed project. 20 of them affected by socioeconomic effects. So any of that
21 And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation 21 couldin any way be affected by the project.
22 tonight. And as| mentioned, you can also get information 22 MR. BREL SFORD: So the project areais
23 onthe website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as 23 going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates
24 well. 24 dl the way to the Kuskokwim Valley and down; and then the
25 The next -- second purpose is to provide 25 entire YK Delta, the Calista shareholder villages, are all
Page 11 Page 13
1 information about EIS milestones. And that's what we 1 connected to the potential economics of this project. So
2 showed on the previous dlide, kind of giving an overview 2 that's how the 66 villages within the project area became
3 for thetime frame for the EIS. And the next two are to 3 part of the definition of the project area.
4 identify issues and concernsto examine in the EIS and to 4 The direct environmental effects, like effects
5 identify useful information from communities. And we are 5 on water or noise disturbance, barging, those might be
6 counting on you to help us with these last two. We would 6 more concentrated on the Kuskokwim River Valley, the
7 liketo know what you would like to see addressed in the 7 Kuskokwim River region, but the other communities have had
8 ElSandif you have information that we can use to make 8 ahistory of employment in the project and may have some
9 informed decisions. 9 participation in the socioeconomic aspects of the project
10 Thisis aschedule for our scoping meetings. 10 asit goesforward.
11 And thefirst week we are -- we started with the villages 11 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: | didn't see Stony
12 nearest the project. The second week will be focused on 12 River and Sleetmute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that
13 thelower Kuskokwim River. And the third week wewill be |13 list, and they, too, will be affected by this.
14 traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Y ukon. 14 MR. KUHLE: Aswe havetried to explain,
15 And thefinal round will be in the middle Y ukon and upper 15 we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using
16 Kuskokwim. 16 aregiona hub approach to get to as many of the
17 In this map the color scheme represents the many 17 communities aswe have. Thereisinformation also
18 subregions of the project area. And it helps to show how 18 available on the website. Thereis newsletters going out
19 the scoping plan was developed. For example, the orange 19 to all those communities so they will have an opportunity
20 dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest to 20 to provide information and to get information about the
21 theproject area. And in this subregion we are holding 21 project and to provide their commentsto usin those
22 meetingsin Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the 22 matters.
23 mine site and aso in Aniak, which is the subregiona hub. 23 MR. DAVID JOHN: Y ou know that topic --
24 For the other subregions, meetings will similarly be held 24 Areyou going to go up to Lime Village, also, way up and
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in the subregiona hubs.
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down &l these villages? There are people from up there
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1 that will be affected, also. 1 that'sareally important scoping comment for us to have
2 MR. BREL SFORD: We are going to ask one 2 written down. And | think some of the things that we can
3 moretime for folksto please say your names so it can be 3 do-- Donisreally emphasizing that we are trying to
4 on the court recorder on the transcript. | do want to say 4 spread out the opportunity across the big region. So
5 it'salittle bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's 5 that's one good idea.
6 important isthat we have to go back through and code all 6 But the other oneisto really have some direct
7 of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the 7 contact with some of the communities that may not get to
8 comments that are made during the meeting. So please help 8 the meetings. So we can make some follow-up phone calls
9 usout to be sure that we get a good, complete 9 tothetribe, corporation, city leaders as appropriate to
10 documentation of the meeting. And | know it'salittle 10 kind of answer questions or emphasize the value of having
11 annoying, but please do say your name when you have a 11 your voice heard early in the EI'S process and mention
12 question. 12 again the website or the newsletters. | think what | hear
13 MR. KUHLE: I don't know. Maybe we could 13 from thisiswe ought to do alittle better on individual
14 go back to the previous slide. It would show -- or the 14 outreach to some of those villages. So | think that's a

15 previous couple sides shows the communities that we will 15 really good comment.
16 begoingto. Those are the communities that we will be 16 MR. DAVID JOHN: You got plan A right now.
17 going to, and again, you know, those -- it iskind of 17 Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?
18 their hub communities for the various subregional -- or 18 MR. KUHLE: For outreach to the
19 thesubregions. And we are going to those areas to 19 communities? As| said, our tribal liaison has contacted
20 provide as much information aswe can. And thereis-- 20 or attempted to contact all 66 of those communities.
21 the others we are sending out newsl etters to every 21 She'smade follow-up phone calls and e-mails at least
22 resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing 22 twice so far tothose. And | expect she will continue to
23 information on the website. And | also provide my direct 23 dothat if we don't hear anything from, like you
24 phoneline and e-mail. 24 mentioned, Lime Village. Yes, we can ask her to try to
25 So we are -- that's the approach we are taking 25 get in touch with them and see if there is some reason
Page 15 Page 17
1 to gather as much information as we can. We believe that 1 that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically
2 it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input 2 ask them, you know, if there is some reason -- if they
3 or to hear about the project and provide input. 3 have no interest in participating or if they smply
4 MR. DAVID JOHN: Itisgoing to have abig 4 haven't heard. But as| said, she made several efforts so
5 impact on people that are closer to the project than the 5 far to contact every community.
6 ones around the outskirts of it. 6 MR. DAVID JOHN: It would be good to make
7 MR. KUHLE: Wéell, again, we feel like 7 an effort instead of ignoring them.
8 thereispotential impacts. We identified all -- the 8 MR. KUHLE: Right. And | don't -- thank
9 total number of communities. Welooked at -- our tribal 9 you. | don't believe we have ignored them. And we will
10 liaison, you know, contacted 66 communities. Those were 10 continue to make an effort.
11 theonesthat we feel could potentialy be affected by the 11 MR. DAVID JOHN: | appreciate the
12 project, and we felt we needed to provide information to 12 opportunity to have an input tonight.
13 4l of them. And the approach we are taking, again, isto 13 MR. BREL SFORD: So we have some homework
14 focus on the subregions. And you know, we are not going 14 based on thiscomment. We will make some follow-up calls.
15 to every community, but we feel the approach we aretaking |15 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Evelyn Thomas, tribal
16 isproviding an opportunity to every community to be part 16 council president of Crooked Creek. Thereisabig
17 of the process. 17 concern. I've mentioned it before. 1sthis TKC and
18 MR. BREL SFORD: So Don, let me build on 18 Cadlistagoing to allow exclusive use of this route where
19 thisalittle bit. | think the comments go to the 19 the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going
20 question of fair play and that the communities that might 20 tobe? Wewant to know if that's going to be closed off
21 be affected redly and truly have an opportunity to be 21 fromus. That's aquestion that we have that's realy --
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heard. And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the
subsistence use areas for the Stony River and Lime
Village, and they should really and truly have a direct
invitation, direct opportunity to participate. | think
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that'sfor all of theriver villages, more so than
Napaimute or anywhere else. If it's going to be closed
off from us, | personally will have a problem.

MR. KUHLE: Wewill talk about that a
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1 little bit later in the program, and if you still have 1 Trans-Alaska Pipeline System. It will be acold pipe,
2 questions at that point, please ask them again. 2 meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage
3 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: | will. 3 permafrost.
4 MR. BREL SFORD: Ready to move on, then? 4 Where it crosses eight magjor rivers, the
5 That was agood discussion to warm up. Now we're ready to 5 pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
6 gointo the pipeline components. Not just the pipeline. 6 horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
7 The project components. 7 center photo at the top of the slide. For example, this
8 MR. KUHLE: AsTaylor just said, we will 8 technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
9 moveinto asummary of the mining project as proposed by 9 thethree forks of the George River. Theimage of the
10 Donlin Gold. Donlin Gold is a50/50 partnership of two 10 block valve on the right side of the slidein the
11 largeinternational mining companies, Barrick Gold and 11 right-hand photo there shows that the pipeline
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NovaGold. And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands
owned by two Alaska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim
Corporation is the surface owner.

Asyou can seeg, it'savery large project,
expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per
year for an expected life span of 27 and ahalf years. It
will process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be
located in aremote part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet into the Kuskokwim Valley. Thisareaishome
to some 66 communities that might be affected by the
project. For many communities the project might affect
lands and resources that are used for subsistence and
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right-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't
block access to subsistence use areas. The right-of-way
would be brushed every ten years to provide continued
access for monitoring and maintenance, and that would be
done by Donlin Gold. The construction process would not
create aroad aong the right-of-way, and the design would
allow access, but after construction no improved access
for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.

MR. BREL SFORD: So let's pause and see --
Evelyn was here. Thiswas her question. So again, |
think what we want to emphasize, this picture iskind of
hard to see in the room, but the right-of-way continues up
thisridge, and it's brushed down low. The trees grow up
aongside. But it's not fenced off. So the important
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other livelihood activities. This project will face an
extensive set of legal requirements, many permits and many
agenciesinvolved.

The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
the time line from exploration to closure. Donlin has
worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the
first step of which is the scoping meetings, and that's
why we are here tonight. At the conclusion of the EIS
process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny
their permits. If permits areissued, Donlin Gold can
proceed with three to four years of construction and an
estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
reclamation. This includes decommissioning the mill
facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility,
and also the waste rock storage facilities. The land
would be recontoured and native vegetation would be
planted.

I'll turn to the major components of the
project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
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thing isfor the traditional land uses and subsistencein

the upper Kuskokwim River or along the Alaska Range as it
comes over to the Kuskokwim, it's not abarrier to

subsi stence uses to access for subsistence purposes.

These block valves would be located about every 20 miles.
Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.
They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.

So thiswas areally important question. And |
want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as
we could. So maybe that's enough of emphasizing on that
one.

MR. KUHLE: Will check with Evelyn when
she gets back.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
aong the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
River Valley, and continue west to the mine site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native
corporation land.

Note the blue segment in the middle where an
aternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge
and the Alaska Range. This alternate route would separate
at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at
milepost 150. Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps
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1 that this alternative is under consideration and will be 1 includes some smaller remote camps for pipeline
2 examined during geotechnical investigations this coming 2 construction. The permanent camp would have 600 beds and
3 summer. 3 would support aworkforce of up to 1,400 employees working
4 This dlide shows the project components at the 4 shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
5 minesite. And I'd like to highlight three of these. 5 workforce would be on site at any given time.
6 Number oneis the open pit which would eventually cover 6 We will stop now and see if there are any
7 1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mileslong, one mile wide, 7 questions on the project and its components. Any
8 1,850 feet deep near the end of the mine life. Number two 8 questions at this time before we move on?
9 isthetailings impoundment, which technically isreferred 9 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: The four barges a day,
10 to asawaste treatment facility, and it would cover about 10 that would be throughout the life of the mine? It would
11 2,350 acres, or three and a half square miles. Tailings 11 beevery day for 30 years, about?
12 refer to the powder-like material that isleft after the 12 MR. KUHLE: There would be four barges per
13 gold has been removed from the mill. 13 tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on
14 Number three is the waste rock facility, which 14 average during the 110-day season.
15 would cover about 2,300 acres. Thisistherock that's 15 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: And that would go on
16 removed to get to the gold-bearing ore. These major 16 for thelife of the mine?
17 facilities support the mill, which would process 59,000 17 MR. KUHLE: Yes.
18 tons of ore per day. 18 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Every year?
19 Thisis an overview of the transportation 19 MR. KUHLE: Every year and an estimated
20 infrastructure. The mine will require new or expanded 20 110 days per year navigation season with the most -- most
21 port facilitiesin Bethel for transferring the fuel and 21 daysyou would see three barges per day.
22 cargo to theriver barges, and then on the river barges 22 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Okay. And that'sfor
23 they move up to a new barge landing near Jungjuk, and from |23 30 years, every summer for 30 years?
24 there the cargo and fuel would be transferred along a new 24 MR. KUHLE: Threeto four years of
25 30-mileroad that would be constructed to the mine site. 25 construction and 27 and a half years of the mine life and
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Also at the mine site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrip,
and there would also be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage
facility at the mine site.

The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for atotal of 26
acres. The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and
diesel fuel. The fuel would be needed to power the large
mine equipment and trucks at the mine site. The fuel
barges would be double-hulled.

The navigation season would be about 110 days
per year. There would be about three barge tows passing
per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down
the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at
about any point on theriver each day. There will be four
barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel
barge tows per season. Cargo barges will carry 550 tons
each. Fuel bargeswill carry 173,000 gallons each. The
shipping season and the barge tow frequency and the number
of barges loads would be roughly the same both during the
construction period and during operation of the mine.

Additional infrastructure includes a
construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs. This
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probably some period during the restoration period.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Okay.

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: My nameis Janine
Stewman. What model are they using to go underneath the
river? What's their protection? What is the model they
are using to do the piping underneath the river? How are
they going to guarantee there won't be aleak? How are
they going to assure us of that? How would we get that
information?

MR. KUHLE: The guarantee -- the
pipeline -- one of the cooperating agenciesis PHMSA, or
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration, and they will review the pipelineto
ensure the safety of it. Asfar asamodel for going
underneath, I'm not sure exactly how that was modeled
or -- as| understand it, it will be well beneath the bed,
| believe even through the bedrock, and there will be
block valves every two feet -- I'm sorry -- every 20 miles
aong the pipeline, so if thereis aleak detected, it
would stop the flow of gas. But the main responsibility
for that would be PHM SA.

MR. BRELSFORD: So it might be helpful to
say all of this starts with geotechnical studies. So they
actually study the rock and the stability and what
engineering features, and they use that in order to design
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1 the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling 1 | know we send pigs from the barge to the -- when we do a
2 exercises. Then the pipe thicknessis a safety factor 2 field dispensing from the barge to the tank farm, but |
3 that comes out of the federal regulations. And then all 3 wasn't sure how they were going to do it under theriver.
4 of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk 4 MR. BRELSFORD: So | think, asDonis
5 of spill. 5 saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are
6 And then much further down the road there are 6 readly thisfederal agency that concentrates on pipeline
7 spill response plans and obligations in the permits so 7 safety. Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those
8 that if there were ever an uncontrolled release, a spill 8 stepsissubject to the kind of regulation and the dikes
9 of some sort, the safety measures would bein place. The 9 and the protective measures that you are quite familiar
10 block valves would be one, but then the spill response, 10 with. | don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this
11 theequipment on site, the personnel who are trained to 11 case. And most of what we think the Coast Guard would
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respond to aspill. Thereiskind of atrain of thingsto
prevent first, and then have -- have well-established
procedures to respond if there ever were arelease.

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: How would they do the
inspection on that? Because you said they are going to do
inspections. So that would be one question | would like
to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there
isno leak.

MR. KUHLE: Inspect the part that's
under --

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: Right. Because that
would be hard to inspect, | think.

MR. KUHLE: I guessI'm not very familiar
with that, but | expect it would be done remotely, that

NNMNNNNNRRRRERRRPR
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focus on here would be more navigation, particularly at
the mouth where alot of traffic might beinvolved in
bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.

So thereisalot of little piecesto this
project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of
clarify who might be doing which parts of it.

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: On that model, before

| giveit over, do they show how many timesit crosses the
river from -- you know --

MR. KUHLE: From Cook Inlet to the mine
site?

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: Right.

MR. BREL SFORD: Moxie, could you go to the
map? So there are eight major river crossings with the

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 27

they would, you know, tell by pressure sensors or --

MR. JOHN THOMAS: They send apig down it.
They cdl it apig. That's how they check inside a pipe.

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: The other question to
that is, isthe Coast Guard going to have to be involved
inthat? Because they monitor me. 1'm afuel vendor.

They monitor me because I'm on theriver. So I'm assuming
they are going to want to be a part of that.

MR. KUHLE: If you are on theriver -- |
talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to
be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had
if there were any structures crossing the river, and there
arenot. It'sbeneath theriver. And| don't believe
that they will have --

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: They don't have any
questions?

MR. KUHLE: No. | believeaslong asit's
well beneath the bed of the river. But they will
certainly be involved later in the process. | mean, we
will contact them to, you know, see what they have for
comments and --

MR. BREL SFORD: So there are probably a
couple of parts going on. First, this was John Thomas
that provided information about the pig.

MS. JANINE STEWMAN: Which sounds right.

© 00N O WNP
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horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD.
Come forward to the pipeline components. So the eight
major river systems have these gold stars, and then there
are dozens -- there are somewhere in the neighborhood of
hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies
that are crossed. And there are several techniques that
are used in those, depending on whether they have
anadromous salmon runs or not. And some of them involve
trenching and dropping the pipein, covering it over at a
time where it would not affect the fish resources.
Thereisavery detailed listing of thisin the
plan of development for the pipeline that is available on
the website. So it's possible to kind of follow alot of
details here, alot of details on this, but it'sin the
more thorough documentation behind it.

MR. TIM ZAUKAR: | was going to ask about
the pollution from the generators they are going to have
back there. Therewill be alot of pollution coming out
that will come down here probably.

MR. KUHLE: From generators at the mine
site?

MR. TIM ZAUKAR: | was asking about the
pollution from the generators. And like, you know --

MR. KUHLE: I don't have specific details
on that, other than | can assure you that it will
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1 certainly be addressed. Andit'sareal concern and it 1 mining. Mercury stack emissions could occur during the
2 will be addressed in the EIS at length. 2 milling process, and any mercury co-product would require
3 MR. BRELSFORD: Sothereisalittle bit 3 careful storage and transport.
4 moreto the question. Air quality, protecting air quality 4 Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
5 and understanding what emissions might come from the power | 5 materialsinvolved, safe operating procedures and good
6 generator or any of thetrucks, all of it. Air emissions 6 response planswill be crucial in preventing spills.
7 isgoing to be avery big focusin thisEIS. But then you 7 Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
8 were also asking what happens; does it travel; would the 8 and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
9 air currents carry contaminated air or contaminantsin the 9 subsistence and traditional land uses.
10 air from the mine site down to the communities; would it 10 The proposed project would affect atotal of
11 affect the communities nearby. 11 16,300 acres. Of this, 10,000 acres would be located at
12 And again, these are good, good scoping 12 the mine site and related infrastructure. And there would
13 questionsto set the target for the EIS analysis so that 13 be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pipeline,
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these are both aspects that would definitely be analyzed
quite thoroughly in the EIS. And thisis agood way to
put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.

| forgot one other thing. Part of the thing
about having natural gas to power the electrical
generation isthat it is generally a cleaner burning form
of power generation than diesel would be. So some of the
origina design is aready looking at how to minimize air
emissions or difficulties with air quality.

MR. KUHLE: Aswe said, the purpose of

scoping meetingsis to identify issues and concerns. One
major area of concern iswater resources. The project is

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands. These areas
would be affected by -- the wetlands would be affected by
excavation filling and vegetation removal or other
disturbances. And we aready -- fish habitat -- fish and
wildlife habitat loss would occur or be reduced from the
16,300 acres affected. And in addition to habitat |oss,
there would be disturbance of individual animals.

We have aready talked quite a bit about barge
traffic. And subsistence and traditional land uses would
a so be affected by the loss of land to devel opment.

Here are some more examples of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
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designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
water, but there could still be concerns. Some examples
are noted on this slide.

Streams and other surface waters would be
diverted away from and around the mining activitiesin
order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.
Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
streams. Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
could generate acid or leach metals. So waste rock
tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed
to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.

Air quality isaso important. Thisdlide shows
some examples of issuesrelated to air. There would be
severa sources of emissions, including alarge number of
large mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant and dust
created by removing and processing the overburden, waste
rock and ore.

Climate change is a growing concern and will
need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons
will be burned. Mercury will be looked at in several
areas. One of theseis naturally occurring mercury or
fugitive mercury could be released by exposing it during
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cultural resources and recreation. Community life would
be affected by alarge new workforce of 3,000 workers
during the construction period and 1,400 for the permanent
operation of the mine. There will be new employment and
income, but there would also be many effects on community
life and human health. Cultural resources, both
archeological and historical, that exist in the area might
also be disturbed or destroyed by construction and
operations.

Recreation and visual resources might also be
affected, including the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail
might also be affected by new structures and mining
operations.

For all of the issues that are identified, we
will look first to avoid the impacts if we can.
Otherwise, we will minimize them as much as possible and,
if necessary, we will look at ways to mitigate for them.

To conclude, we know that the proposed project
and land resources are important to you. And we would
like to emphasize that there are several waysto get
involved in the EIS. You are aready doing the most
important thing by being here tonight. And we also ask
that you visit our website at donlingoldeis.com or contact
me directly at 753-2780 is my direct phone line, or you
can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the
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1 dlide. 1 quality and water quality are, you know, usually regulated
2 If you have any tribal matters, you can contact 2 by State permits, and they will have standards on those.
3 our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number 3 If those are exceeded, you know, then measures will be
4 and e-mail are also provided. These are also available on 4 taken to require them to comeinto compliance. So that --
5 the donlingoldeis.com website. 5 you know, that's the way that the air and water quality
6 Amandaand | have had two tribal teleconferences 6 would be protected throughout the life of the mine.
7 so far to discuss cooperating agency status and 7 For fish, you know, if they were -- the State
8 government-to-government consultation. Thosewereheld on | 8 Fish & Game has requirements for -- they would have to
9 October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have 9 have afish habitat permit. If they wereto violate that,
10 others. And we will try to contact the tribes that we 10 they would have to comeinto compliance. So, you know,
11 haven't heard back from. We have heard back from most of |11 once the permits are issued, you know, there would be
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them and there have been a number that haven't responded,
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conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.

13 but we will make another effort. And in addition to 13 If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know,
14 participating in the EIS, tribal governments also have the 14 they would bein violation. So that's--
15 opportunity to enter into government-to-government 15 MR. BREL SFORD: So | think one other thing
16 consultation. It's a separate process from the EIS, but 16 toaddto that isthereisaformal monitoring plan as
17 we encourage any tribes that have concernsto contact us. 17 part of the operational plan, part of the permit
18 And they will best contact Amanda, but also myself if you 18 application from Donlin. So just where you started, you
19 haveany concernsrelated to tribal issues. 19 need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over time
20 That concludes the presentation. So I'll 20 and to compareit. That's exactly right. That's what the
21 answer if thereis any remaining questions; otherwise, we 21 monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.
22 will move into the period we set aside for taking 22 Many environmental dimensions would be monitored on an
23 testimony, if anybody would like to make commentsfor the |23 ongoing basis.
24 record. 24 And just like you are suggesting, they have to
25 MR. DAVID JOHN: My nameis David John. 25 adjust. If they identify changes, they would have to
Page 35 Page 37

1 I'm concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the 1 adjust the engineering and the technical work at the mine

2 water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and 2 or the management in order to respond to any changesin

3 the game we have because | know they are monitoring our 3 any of those environmental dimensions.

4 fish and game right now and water, doing al that to get 4 MR. DAVID JOHN: Thank you.

5 information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while 5 MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we

6 themineisin operation and also after. 6 gointo -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to

7 My concern isif there are any changes during 7 testify. If thereisno last questions, we will get those

8 that time, during that 27 years they are going to have 8 and call the people to provide those comments.

9 that operation going on, if thereis any changesin any 9 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Thisis Evelyn Thomas
10 fluctuationsin our fish and animals, will they do 10 again. What kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditional
11 something about it? 11 land use. What -- what is your take on that? What is--

12 MR. KUHLE: You mean -- 12 what'sthat -- how isthat part of this? What would

13 MR. DAVID JOHN: In case you have aleak. 13 you -- why isit evenin thereif you know you are going
14 MR. KUHLE: Yeah. | guess, you know, 14 to deal with Calistaand TKC and you don't deal with the
15 the-- there will be conditions -- 15 tribes? And you have traditional land use of the areas

16 MR. DAVID JOHN: Y ou have got to compare 16 that are going to be affected. How isthat addressed in

17 from beforeit starts and after it starts and during. 17 thisEIS?

18 Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting al 18 MR. KUHLE: Wéell, we are dealing with the
19 that game. 19 tribes. We have invited tribes to be cooperating

20 MR. KUHLE: I guesstherewould -- all of 20 agencies, and Crooked Creek is one of those.

21 the permitsthat -- | mean, | can definitely speak for the 21 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: About the traditional
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Corps of Engineers and | expect for other agencies as
well. There will be conditions on the permit that will
be, you know, identified through the EIS processto
protect the resources. If thereis-- you know, air
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land useloss. Okay. | saw this. Okay. Andyou are
going down river from Crooked Creek. Okay. But the
people most affected by not using the areas -- let's say
if they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline
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1 routeto go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't 1 traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap
2 goto Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to 2 and fish. They could potentially keep us from going on
3 affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people, | 3 those because the mineis going to have safety concerns.
4 Sleetmute people and Stony River people much more than 4 They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get
5 from Napaimute on down. Okay. Thisisour -- and this 5 hurt. Okay? And they are going to have their business.
6 is-- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a 6 They are going to look out for liability. All right? So
7 lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and 7 they are going to want to have everybody staying away from
8 gathering and trapping areas. And that's going to be part 8 there. So the people of this community and these closer
9 of this, orisit just going to be mentioned and then 9 communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if
10 left? 10 we can't usethat, what isthe -- what is going to replace
11 MR. KUHLE: That would be part of it. 11 that? Arewe going to have to go up near Stony River and
12 That would be -- you know, we will look at the existing 12 pick berries or, you know -- you see what I'm saying?
13 useof theareaand look at how that will be affected by 13 Because we have not -- we have not been able to
14 the proposed project. And yes, that will be considered in 14 bring Calistaand TKC to thetable for this. They made
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the EIS process.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Okay. Because TKC and
Calistamay own the surface and the subsurface lands back
there, but they don't live here. They don't use the land
every day such aswe do. We have not had any meetings
with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the
closest one to this project. They have not brought us to
thetable. They have not talked of our concerns herein
Crooked Creek. We would like to see them here discussing
these things with us also at -- at a public meeting like
this, both those organizations.
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al of these deals back there without the community of
Crooked Creek involved. They mentioned they were going to
do this.

Crooked Creek does support the devel opment of
this mine, but we aso can't continue to give up all of
everything and expect to continue to go on with it. We
can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tribal
members. People my age are probably not -- I'm not going
to see any benefit from any development back there. I'll
be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.
These little guysright here, they are going to be the
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Because we live here. Okay. We are the ones
giving up the most. Our traditional ways -- we are --
it's being squeezed. If we are not going to be able to
use thisland, we are going to have more and more
dependence on public assistance. If we should not be
working back at the mine or have the qualifications that,
say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we
don't meet this or we don't meet that, then we won't be
able to be working back there. But yet we can't go
hunting and fishing on our traditional areas. So how is
that going to be brought into the EIS?

MR. KUHLE: Wédll, it's brought into the

EIS by -- in thefirst place, you mentioned that you're
denied. It will be on the record. Y ou are welcome to
provide any other comments and concernsto usif you
haven't adequately expressed them tonight. You have a
government-to-government, you know, venue to pursue.

Asfar as TKC and Calista Corporations, | guess
that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control
over them. | guessthat's between you and them. | guess
| don't know what -- you said you thought they would
prevent you from taking control over who worked at the
mine site?

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: No. That's not what |

meant. What | meant was they control access to
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onesthat have to live with whatever decisions we make
now. And if they don't know how to live off the land like
we did, we do right now, that'salossto us. Okay.
That'salossto us. We cannot continue to agreeto give
up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to
replaceit, even if we have ajob back there. If we can't
continue to do that -- | hear it al thetime. Thereisa
big concern about that. | hear it.
MR. KUHLE: | understand your concern, and
it's alegitimate concern that, you know -- and like |
said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will
consider it, the fact that you feel like because the mine
will be there you will be prevented from accessing that
area and any other areas that --
MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Wedready are.
MR. KUHLE: -- the corporations fee may
be -- which may provide a safety or security risk.
MS.EVELYN THOMAS: Yeah. They are afraid
somebody will get hurt. Liability. They are afraid of
liability. But you can't -- we already do not go back
there for our traditional hunting and trapping. My family
hunted and trapped back there. David John's family hunted
and trapped back there for years and years and years.
Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would. And we don't go
there anymore. It's not ours anymore. We can't go there
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1 anymore. Okay. You can't even go back there and pick 1 traditional use areas. | know that. | sat inthis
2 berries, and that place is covered with blueberries. But 2 village and did maps with people in the 1980s. It's work,
3 we can't go back there as the general public. And Calista 3 and people do it because they want it to matter. Sowe
4 ownsthe subsurface. TKC ownsthe surface. Okay. 4 are going to recognize and respect the effort that's
5 So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want, 5 dready in those studies. And the testimony, the
6 it'stoobad. All right? But it's genocideto usto 6 questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do
7 continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace 7 our bestin that draft EIS. | cantell you that. But we
8 it. See? 8 are going to leave some things out. We are not going to
9 MR. KUHLE: Yeah, we understand your 9 getital thefirsttimewetry. And so the public
10 concern. It'sintherecord. | guesswe-- asl said, we 10 review of the draft EISisvery, very important.
11 can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's 11 And that'swhere -- so our job isto fully
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intherecord and it will be considered in the EIS. And,
you know, onceit'sin the draft EIS, you will have an
opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed
that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.
But again, yes, | agree it's alegitimate concern, one
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disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly

can about what were the existing conditions and what are
the likely changes under the project, the potential
environmental effects. That'swhat an EIS does. And then
it goesin front of the agencies to make permitting

17 that we may not have alot of control over but, you know, 17 decisions. But | really want to say you are going to help
18 it will be considered and we will do what we can. 18 usdo agood job on that along the way. We have several
19 MR. BREL SFORD: Sofirst of al, Evelyn 19 yearsto work on this. It's not going to be an overnight
20 speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture -- 20 or aslipshod piece of work. It's going to be a detailed,
21 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Yes. 21 careful piece of work. And we are going to bring it back
22 MR. BREL SFORD: -- and of the history -- 22 toyou and ask you to review and help us get it right.
23 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Yes. 23 Don has emphasized that the government is not
24 MR. BREL SFORD: -- of this community. And 24 going to manage private landowners. And in aimost all the
25 | think we -- we shiver alittle bit to hear the power of 25 waysthat istrue. Air emissions that would go off of
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1 your testimony. The EIS hasacertain job to do. And 1 private land -- there are afew things where they are
2 it'snot necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns 2 regulated, but this EIS is not going to change land
3 about the forces of change in the region, but we are going 3 ownership, private land ownership.
4 towork hard to do the best job in the EIS. So your 4 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: That's not what I'm
5 comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what 5 taking about here, Taylor. What we are talking about is
6 arethetraditional use areas, what's the overlap of the 6 traditional land use. Okay. We are not talking about who
7 project footprint, what are the estimated effects on 7 ownstheland or anything else. Personally | don't care
8 traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough 8 who ownstheland. It'sour traditional area. Thisis
9 about that. 9 going to come up throughout this process. | know it. And
10 Now, it's going to start with those subsistence 10 | need answers, too, because | don't have any to tell
11 and traditional land use studies. The State subsistence 11 anybody when they ask me about it. It isavery sensitive
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division has been visiting in the communitiesin the last
three or four years and put together new subsistence use
maps and so on. That's just the beginning of
documentation on this. We are going to try and go through
that information, synthesize it and estimate what those
effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.
You are going to help us get it right because the draft
ElSisadocument -- it's out for several weeks, for
months for the communities to review and to provide
comments on.

And | do want to say in all sincerity that the
spirit of thisiswe are going to learn together. We are
going to try and learn -- people here have gone to alot
of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their
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subject.

And thisisthe biggest part of thiswhole thing
is everybody is concerned about -- look at the Red Devil
Mine. When it was going there was alot of jobsin the
area. Everything was going along good. It closed in
1971. What was left? What was |eft? Red Devil is, you
know, Red Devil. | mean, it's got a huge runway, and who
usesit? What benefit did it bring to this area?
Nothing, you know. And they are gone.

Isthat what's going to happen to Crooked Creek,
too? You know --

MR. BREL SFORD: So the boom and bust

cycle. What could be the boom and bust cycleis another
kind of question to be addressed in the EIS.
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1 MS. EVELYN THOMAS: It's going to come up. 1 MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: Doi.
2 It comes up all thetime over here. | haveto bring it to 2 MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
3 you. 3 gointo the forma comments?
4 MR. BREL SFORD: It'sgood input. That's 4 MR. BRELSFORD: So I think on the sign-in
5 what we are here for. So thank you for speaking quite 5 sheetsthere was alittle column that said would you like
6 frankly about it. There are some other people who also 6 totestify, yesor no. And it might seem alittle formal.
7 haveideas. 7 We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's
8 MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: My nameis 8 Evelyn. And we will hear Evelyn'sforma comments here,
9 Barbara Crane-Kinzy. I'm from Sleetmute, like him. And 9 but then if anybody else would like to make additional
10 our traditional harvesting ison atimeline basis. Like 10 comments, of course we would be happy to hear it. So
11 shesaid, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up 11 whether you signed it or not, we are here to listen. We
12 and pick them. When it's time to get beaver -- you know, 12 areheretolearn.
13 thereisatimeline for everything, everything that we 13 Now | think it's time to turn to Evelyn's formal
14 harvest. We are here today and we are gone tomorrow, like |14 comments, and then we will make room for anybody else
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shesays. And | pray to God that my great, great
grandchildren will be able to go out and do the
traditional things that we do years and years way down
past 27 -- what you said, 26?

MR. KUHLE: 27 and a half years.

MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINSEY: | hopetheland
isrich and bountiful for them asitis-- asit has been
for us. Andyou said thereisjob opportunities for the
communities. What | want to know is, are you guys going
to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain
these jobs? Isthere training available? Isthere an
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after that.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: I'm Evelyn Thomas, the
Crooked Creek Tribal Council president. Over the past, |
don't know, several years we have known that this time was
coming. And over thistime there has been different
comments and different questions and different concerns
brought up to the traditional council, to either myself or
to other people who have served on the traditional
council. Thereisgreat concern for the loss of our
traditional ways of life, okay, how the -- the land and
the water and the air is going to be protected throughout
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outline where each and every one that may have an
opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is
there something that they can say, hey, | can do this; you
know, | want to try thisout? Whereisthe -- the
training in thisfor, you know, our people?

MR. KUHLE: I guess my understanding is
that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with
trying to hirelocal people that -- again, the impactsto
the local communities will be, you know, addressed in the
EIS. | guess| don't have specificsin that regard at
this time but, you know, it is something that is
considered is the effects on the local communities.

MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: I've heard
testimonies of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying
oh, yeah, they hired this guy from way down states come up
to flip pancakes for us. Andit's, what, thereisalot
of us over here that know how to cook, you know. Thereis
lots of -- if you say thereis job opportunities, then our
people need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so
that we can get off welfare.

MR. KUHLE: I guessthe reason that we had
it on the slide isit's one of the issuesthat we are
aware of and will be addressed. So the fact that we had
it on the slide, you know, we are planning to look at that
inthe EIS.
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all of this. We hear horror stories al the time of
things going wrong everywhere all over.

So far we have had a good relationship with
Donlin Gold Project. They have always been up front and
very honest with whatever we have asked of them. We do
understand our environment. It comes from generations of
our people living in this areg, that it's just like you
just know. It's passed down. Y ou know, like we know what
season we need to get fish. We know what season we need
to get the berries. We know what season to get the
lauhyuks [ph] and the angukags. We know these things and
we know this areathat welivein. Thereis concern about
the loss of that way of life.

We also know that with jobs comes problems. And
as the people who live here and have lived here for
generations, we are part of the environment of this area.

We know that this project, it will bring much needed money
and jobs into thisarea. However, thereis going to also
bring the bad stuff. The drugs and the a cohol will be

here.

Look at now. The Crooked Creek Traditional
Council makes payroll twice amonth. Assoon aswe are
going to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the
acohol into the community to be sold. So there will be
more of that.
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1 There has been positives for this community. 1 for that. Thank you.
2 There has also been negatives for this community. And we 2 MR. KUHLE: Anybody that didn't sign up
3 know that we are going to have to find a balance between 3 wish to make comments? If not, | thank you again for
4 those two things. But they -- the concerns that were 4 coming. Again, we have awebsite, donlingoldeis.com. My
5 brought up tonight are very real. Thereisworry about 5 contact information is available on the website. Or if
6 thewater. Thereisworry about theair. We hear it all 6 you would like, you can stop by and I'll giveit to you.
7 thetime. Those questions need to be answered to our 7 If you have any concerns, you can contact --
8 people aswell asyou can answer them to everyone here. 8 MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: Onyour website
9 Thisisour first opportunity to get out of the welfare -- 9 can we see other people's comments?

10 welfare economy. And we welcomeit. 10 MR. KUHLE: Eventually they will be

11 We don't want to go into it and to do things 11 posted, yes.

12 herelike anything goes. Y ou see what we are saying? We 12 MR. BREL SFORD: After al of the meetings

13 aresaying we don't want to do it -- okay. Y ou want to do 13 thetranscripts will be summarized in areport, and that
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that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give
three peoplein thisvillage ajob. We want to be sure
that it isdone in a safe and responsible manner.

We want -- the people of our community and the
surrounding community, especially upriver, they have
people working at the mine, too. Sleetmute will be an
inval uable addition to our meetings because they live ten
miles from Red Devil. What was their impacts from that
mine when it was going on? | know some of them were
pretty bad. People from Crooked Creek worked up there,
and | know some of the impacts on Crooked Creek were
pretty bad.
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report will be on the website to kind of gather together
the issues, al of theissues that were raised by al of
the communities together. So that's going to be alittle
while. We finish the meetingsin the end of March, and
it's about May before that report will be posted.

MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: | want it to be
like Facebook where | can add another comment.

MR. BRELSFORD: | don't know if people saw
the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.
Another newsletter will come out to summarize the scoping
meetings. So some of the biggest issues will be
summarized in there. And then the scoping report will be
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| have a paper prepared for whoever wants to
take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had;
you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's
going to happen if the -- because we drink water from the
creek and we use water from the creek for washing and
cleaning and things like that. What's going to happen if
they use so much water that we don't have enough for
Crooked Creek to use? Okay. And supposedly the water is
owned by the State of Alaska, | guess. | don't think
thereis any private ownership. How can we make sure we
have enough water for our community? Y ou know, things
like this, these are going to come up.

They are al in this paper here. And | will
give you acopy to take with you. I've given oneto April
already so she will be prepared for it. But that'sall |
have to say.

| thank you. Especialy | want to thank the
Army Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two
years ago when we flooded. They were -- when we called up
to ask them for permission to build over there by the
airport because we couldn't get permission from TKC to
build and if we could use gravel from the river, we had an
answer from the Army Corpsin two hours. So they helped
us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt
for our people who had lost everything. So we thank you
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quite lengthy. Therewill be alot of detail in that
report.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: I'dliketo -- one
more thank you. Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when
the State of Alaska, who wasin Aniak, refused to come up
here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly. They
refused to come for eight hours for up to two days.

Donlin Gold did come in here. They showed -- they showed
me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that
they were willing to put themselves out to make sure that
we didn't have any loss of life. So there wasthat --

there isthat positive. They have worked hard to build
this trust between the village and them, and we very much
appreciated that because | believe that we would have lost
Elders and infants during that time if we hadn't been able
to get them out of here and into Donlin Gold where they
took us. And they weren't ready for babies and old people
and whatever. And we thank them for that also.

MR. KUHLE: If thereisno more comments,
again, thanks for coming.

MR. BREL SFORD: So we will hang around
after. Pleasefed freeto visit with any of the agency
representatives with any other questions or comments. We
would welcomeit. Thanks so much for coming tonight.
It'sahuge group of folks. We arereally pleased to see
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1 theturnout. So thank you.
(Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m.)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under ny direction by conputer transcription;

that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
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taken at that tine; and that | amnot a party to nor have
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| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
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17 Regi stered Merit Reporter
Nof'ary Public for aska
18
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URS(3) within (2) 7.6 21:19
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8:1,4;11:8;15:23; warm (1) 40:15 105 (2)
17:18;20:13;25:25; 18:5 work (13) 21:24 404 (2)
37:11,15,22;38:13,18; | washing (1) 4:17,18,20,20;7:21, 110 (2) 7:6;8:10
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used (7) waste (6) 19:6;39:22;47:7, 12th (1) 23:2
5:23;7:11;9:19;10:5; 19:18,20;22:10,14; 50:23;53:12 34:9
18:25;20:8;29:7 31:12,19 workers (1) 14th (2) 5
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21:1,4;32:9,22;45:19 9:35:2,2,4,36:1,5,21; | working (5) 16 (1) 50/50 (1)
Using (6) 48:25;50:6;51:3,4,5,7, 4:14;24:3;39:6,9; 19:7 18:10
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5:14;12:5,21,24; 16:2 1971 (1) 58 (1)
V 13:24;30:15;36:5; wrong (1) 45:17 23:17
44:18;46:17;47:15; 49:2 1980s (1) 59,000 (2)
Valley (4) 49:13 44:2 18:19;22:17
12:24;13:6;18:22; ways (6) Y
21:17 33:17,20;39:2;40:9; 2 6
value (1) 44:25,48:24 year (7)
16:10 website (14) 9:8,12;18:18;23:13; 2,300 (2) 6,000 (1)
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valves (3) 29:13;33:23;34:5;52:4, | 4:15;18:18;19:7,13, 22:11 32:14
21:5;25:18;26:10 58,14 14,20:14,24:11,23,23, | 2,500 (1) 60 (1)
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(I'nvocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)

MR KUHLE: We will get started. 1'd like
to wel cone you to the scoping neeting for the Donlin Gold
Proj ect environnental inpact statenent, also known as an
EISS M nane is Don Kuhle. I'mfromthe U S. Arny Corps
of Engineers. |'mthe project nanager for the EIS. There
are a nunber of cooperating agencies here who wl |
participate in the EIS. And we also have a third-party
contractor here. [1'll take a mnute to let themintroduce
t hensel ves. Let's do the agencies first.

MR. BALLOU. Good evening. M nane is
Doug Ballou. I'"'mwth the Bureau of Land Managenent, the
Anchorage field office. W are a cooperator on this
environnental inpact study, and |'mreally glad that you
are here tonight. W are very interested in hearing your
I nput and feedback on the various issues that this study
w |l be addressing. So again, thank you for com ng out.
And I'lIl be available after the neeting if you have any
specific questions related to BLMs role in this process.
Thank you.

MR JEN. H . Good evening. M nane is
Mark Jen. |I'mwth the EPA, and we're a cooperating
agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the devel opnent

of the environnental inpact statenent and to address
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I npacts associated with the Donlin Gold m ning project.
And so you have got all the federal and State agencies
here, so we are here to |listen to your questions and your
comments. So thank you very rmuch.

MR BRUNO |'mJeff Bruno with the State
of Al aska Departnent of Natural Resources, and we are al so
a cooperating agency. And if you have any specific
questions related to the State, | mght not have all the
answers, as | represent kind of a |lot of different
departnments, but I'll either get back to you or have an
answer. So pl ease cone and see ne after the presentation
I f you have any specific questions for the State.

MR. BRELSFORD: And |I'm Tayl or Brel sford.
It's really special to be back working for a project in
t he Kuskokwi mRiver. |It's been nmany, nany years since ny
famly was young living in Sleetnmute and again in Aniak.

| work as a contractor for the Arny Corps of
Engi neers, and our responsibility -- I work with a conpany
call ed URS Corporation. And our responsibility is to help
prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to
support the Arny Corps of Engineers on this ElIS.

MR MOXIE ALEXIE: M nane is Mxie
Alexie. I'mfromSleetnute. |I'mwith URS as part of the
Donlin Gold Project with the EIS teamwth URS. And it's

good to be back in ny home area.
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MS. EVELYN THOVAS: Wel cone hone.
MR KUHLE: We'll nove now into the

program Feel free to ask any questions as we go al ong.
If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify
yoursel f, give us your nane for the record.

Ckay. We will nove into the agenda. This is
the agenda for this evening, just to provide wth you an
I dea of the topics that we are going to cover. W have
done the introductions, so the next topic is to tal k about
t he purpose of tonight's neeting. And then we w ||
provide the EIS project mlestones. After that we want to
provi de a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
proposed it. And we will summarize a few of the issues as
a way of inviting your comments. W encourage you to get
i nvol ved, and we will tell you howto do that.

We' re here because Donlin Gold has proposed an
open pit gold mne ten mles up Crooked Creek, which I
guess you know is | ocated on the KuskokwmR ver. And in
order to conply with the National Environnental Policy
Act, al so known as NEPA, the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers
will be preparing an EIS to identify and anal yze the
potential inpacts. The Corps is neither a proponent nor
an opponent of the project. The EIS will be used in
maki ng permt decisions by the Corps and by ot her

agencies. And the scoping neetings are the first step in
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the EI' S process.

This map gives an orientation to the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokwi m Ri ver.

As you can see, it's arenote area with |little devel opnent
to date. There are no existing roads to the region. The
map shows that the existing transportati on and ener gy

I nfrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentra

Al aska.

The proposed mne would require all new
infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of
t hese woul d be subject to permtting before they could
proceed.

This map gives an idea of the | ogistics and
supply links to the proposed project. The transportation
| ogi stics for the mne include cargo and fuel fromthe
west coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in
Dut ch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then
again to river barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would go
to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well. And the
fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge
| andi ng that would be constructed at Jungjuk. There woul d
al so be a new pipeline from Cook |Inlet which would bring
In natural gas for the mill.

We are now going to take a |l ook at the EIS
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process, and we wll start with why an EIS is prepared in
the first place. The National Environnmental Policy Act
requires an EI'S for any maj or federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environnent. 1In this
case, Donlin Gold has submtted applications for pernmts
under section 404 of the C ean Water Act and section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act. |Issuance of these permts
woul d be a major federal action and require an EIS to

eval uate the environnental inpacts of the proposed
project. The EIS, along with other applicable | aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and ot her agencies
to nmake their permt decisions.

In addition to conmplying with NEPA, the Corps is
also required to conplete a public interest review and an
anal ysi s under section 404(b)(1) of the dean Water Act,
whi ch requires that we select the | east environnentally
damagi ng practicable alternative. W wll incorporate the
I nformati on necessary for these determnations into the
El S.

This slide shows that nmany agencies, tribes and
t he regi onal organization will all work together on the
ElI' S. Cooperating agencies are sel ected based upon their
permtting responsibilities or special expertise. As an
exanpl e, the project would occur on BLM and State of

Al aska | ands, so they wl | evaluate whether to issue
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right-of-way permts for use of these |lands. Tri bal
governnents and regi onal cooperators participate to
contri bute specialized know edge about the |ocal area,
resources and | and use.

The Donlin Gold Project will require many
federal permts and consultations. This slide provides
six exanples, and I'Il nention two of them and ask you to

read the rest for yourselves. Since the project would

place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
States, the Corps will need to nake section 404 perm:t
deci sions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.

Al so, since a portion of the pipeline project
woul d cross BLM Il ands, BLMw Il need to evaluate a
ri ght-of-way application. You can find a nore
conprehensive list of the required pernmits on the Donlin
Gol d application, which can be found on the project
websi t e.

There are also many permts required fromthe
State of Alaska. Three departnents of the State
governnent are noted here. For exanple, over 60 percent
of the pipeline would be installed on State |ands, so the
Departnment of Natural Resources woul d evaluate a
ri ght-of -way application. The Departnent of Environnental
Conservati on has several responsibilities for water and

air quality permts, and the Departnent of Fish & Gane has
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permtting responsibility to protect fish habitat.

So this overview of permts has shown why the
vari ous agencies are involved in the EIS. So we wll now
turn to the mlestones of an EIS. Sone of you nay be
famliar with the steps in preparing an EIS. The di agram
on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking
fromnow till Novenmber 2015.

On Decenber 14th of last year, a Notice of
Intent to prepare an EI'S was published in the Federal
Regi ster, and that was the kickoff for the EIS. And we --
at that point we began scoping on Decenber 14th, and that
w ll continue through March 29th of this year. And during
that period we will be having scopi ng neetings, one of
which is why we are here tonight. And we wll also be
t aki ng conmments on the project. You can find nore
i nformation on the website and submt comments through the
website, as well.

The information that we gather during the
scoping process Will be used to prepare the draft EIS,
whi ch is expected to be conpl eted about August of 2014.
That's an estimated tinme, the best we can estimate at this
point. That could change, but that's what we are
projecting right now The draft will then be put out for
public review And again, we will have a round of

neetings simlar to what we are having now. And we wl|
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also solicit comments on the project again.

Using the information gathered on the draft, we
will prepare the final EI'S, which we expect to be
conpleted in COctober 2015. Then the final EIS wll be
used by the agencies involved to make their permt
deci si ons, and each agency wl| prepare their own Record
of Decision. And those are expected to be done about
Novenber of 2015.

The nost inportant thing to note fromthis slide
are the two gold-colored circles. Those are the scopi ng
period and the coment period on the draft. And those are
t he best opportunities to provide input into the project.
And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any
comments that we receive by March 29th wll be addressed
in the draft EIS. So it's inportant that you get your
comments to us by then.

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. This can be broken down into four areas. The
first is to share infornation about the proposed project.
And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation
tonight. And as | nentioned, you can also get information
on the website, and newsletters wll be mailed out, as
wel | .

The next -- second purpose is to provide
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i nformation about EIS mlestones. And that's what we
showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overvi ew
for the tine franme for the EIS. And the next two are to
identify issues and concerns to exanmne in the EIS and to
identify useful information fromcomunities. And we are
counting on you to help us with these last two. W would
| i ke to know what you would like to see addressed in the
ElIS and if you have information that we can use to make

i nf or med deci si ons.

This is a schedul e for our scoping neetings.

And the first week we are -- we started with the vill ages
nearest the project. The second week wl|l be focused on
t he | ower Kuskokwi mRiver. And the third week we wll be

traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the | ower Yukon.
And the final round will be in the m ddl e Yukon and upper

Kuskokwi m

11

In this map the col or schene represents the many

subregions of the project area. And it hel ps to show how
t he scopi ng plan was devel oped. For exanple, the orange
dots show The Kuskokwi m Corporation villages nearest to
the project area. And in this subregion we are hol ding
nmeetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the
mne site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub.
For the other subregions, neetings wll simlarly be held

I n the subregi onal hubs.
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Ckay. We will stop here to see if there is any
questions on the steps of the EIS process. Any questions
bef ore we nove on?

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: Are you going to be
havi ng neetings all the way down toward Nunivak |sland?

MR. BRELSFORD: Not actually on Nunivak
I sl and, but on the Bering Sea coast between the nouth of
t he Kuskokwi m and the nouth of the Yukon River.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: |Is that because of the
barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to
have neetings out there?

MR. BRELSFORD: So |'m setting a bad
exanple. This is Taylor speaking. It's Evelyn Thonas who
asked the question. Go ahead.

MR. KUHLE: Yes. W are |ooking at any --
we have | ooked at all -- we identified the region and the
comunities that could -- any that could potentially be
affected by the proposed project. And yes, that could
I ncl ude any affected by navigation. It could also be any
of them affected by soci oeconomc effects. So any of that
could in any way be affected by the project.

MR. BRELSFORD: So the project area is
going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates
all the way to the Kuskokw m Val |l ey and down; and then the

entire YK Delta, the Calista sharehol der villages, are all

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

13

connected to the potential economcs of this project. So
that's how the 66 villages wthin the project area becane
part of the definition of the project area.

The direct environnental effects, |ike effects
on water or noise disturbance, barging, those m ght be
nore concentrated on the Kuskokwi m Ri ver Vall ey, the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver region, but the other communities have had
a history of enploynment in the project and may have sone
participation in the soci oeconom c aspects of the project
as it goes forward.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: | didn't see Stony
Ri ver and Sleetnute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that
list, and they, too, wll be affected by this.

MR. KUHLE: As we have tried to explain,
we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using
a regional hub approach to get to as many of the
communities as we have. There is information also
avai |l able on the website. There is newsletters goi ng out
to all those communities so they will have an opportunity
to provide information and to get information about the
project and to provide their comments to us in those
matters.

MR. DAVID JOHN: You know that topic --
Are you going to go up to Line Village, also, way up and

down all these villages? There are people fromup there
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that will be affected, also.

MR. BRELSFORD: W are going to ask one
nore time for folks to pl ease say your nanes so it can be
on the court recorder on the transcript. | do want to say
it's alittle bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's
I mportant is that we have to go back through and code al
of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the
comments that are made during the neeting. So please help
us out to be sure that we get a good, conplete
docunentation of the neeting. And | knowit's a little
annoyi ng, but please do say your nanme when you have a
questi on.

MR, KUHLE: | don't know. Maybe we could
go back to the previous slide. It would show -- or the

previ ous coupl e slides shows the communities that we w |l

be going to. Those are the communities that we will be
goi ng to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of
their hub communities for the various subregional -- or

the subregions. And we are going to those areas to
provide as nmuch information as we can. And there is --
the others we are sending out newsletters to every

resi dent -- every househol d, anyhow, and providing

i nformation on the website. And | also provide ny direct
phone |ine and e-nuil

So we are -- that's the approach we are taking
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to gather as nuch infornmation as we can. W believe that
it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input
or to hear about the project and provide input.

MR DAVID JOHN: It is going to have a big
I npact on people that are closer to the project than the
ones around the outskirts of it.

MR. KUHLE: Well, again, we feel |ike
there is potential inpacts. W identified all -- the
total nunber of comunities. W |ooked at -- our tribal
| i ai son, you know, contacted 66 communities. Those were
t he ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the
project, and we felt we needed to provide information to
all of them And the approach we are taking, again, is to
focus on the subregions. And you know, we are not going
to every comunity, but we feel the approach we are taking
I's providing an opportunity to every community to be part
of the process.

MR. BRELSFORD: So Don, let nme build on
this alittle bit. | think the comments go to the
question of fair play and that the communities that m ght
be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be
heard. And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the
subsi stence use areas for the Stony R ver and Line
Village, and they should really and truly have a direct

Invitation, direct opportunity to participate. | think
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that's a really inportant scoping comment for us to have
witten down. And | think sone of the things that we can
do -- Don is really enphasizing that we are trying to
spread out the opportunity across the big region. So
that's one good i dea.

But the other one is to really have sone direct
contact with sone of the communities that may not get to
the neetings. So we can nake sone foll owup phone calls
to the tribe, corporation, city | eaders as appropriate to
ki nd of answer questions or enphasize the val ue of having
your voice heard early in the EIS process and nention
again the website or the newsletters. | think what | hear
fromthis is we ought to do a little better on individual
outreach to sone of those villages. So | think that's a
real |y good conment.

MR, DAVID JOHN: You got plan A right now
Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?

MR. KUHLE: For outreach to the
communities? As | said, our tribal |iaison has contacted
or attenpted to contact all 66 of those communities.
She's nade foll ow up phone calls and e-nmails at | east
twice so far to those. And | expect she will continue to
do that if we don't hear anything from I|ike you
nmentioned, Line Village. Yes, we can ask her to try to

get in touch with themand see if there is some reason
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that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically
ask them you know, if there is sone reason -- if they
have no interest in participating or if they sinply
haven't heard. But as | said, she nade several efforts so
far to contact every comunity.

MR. DAVID JOHN: It would be good to nmake
an effort instead of ignoring them

MR, KUHLE: Right. And | don't -- thank
you. | don't believe we have ignored them And we wll
continue to nmake an effort.

MR DAVID JOHN: | appreciate the
opportunity to have an input tonight.

MR. BRELSFORD: So we have sone honewor k
based on this comment. W will make sone foll owup calls.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: Evel yn Thonmas, tri bal
counci |l president of Crooked Creek. There is a big
concern. |'ve nmentioned it before. |Is this TKC and
Calista going to all ow exclusive use of this route where
the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going
to be? W want to know if that's going to be closed off
fromus. That's a question that we have that's really --
that's for all of the river villages, nmore so than
Napai nute or anywhere else. |If it's going to be cl osed
off fromus, | personally will have a problem

MR. KUHLE: W will tal k about that a
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little bit later in the program and if you still have
questions at that point, please ask them again.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: I will.

VR. BRELSFCORD: Ready to nove on, then?
That was a good di scussion to warmup. Now we're ready to
go into the pipeline conponents. Not just the pipeline.
The project conponents.

MR. KUHLE: As Taylor just said, we wll
nove into a sunmary of the m ning project as proposed by
Donlin Gold. Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two
| arge international m ning conpanies, Barrick Gold and
NovaGol d. And the Donlin Gold deposit is |ocated on | ands
owned by two Al aska Native corporations. Calista
Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokw m
Corporation is the surface owner.

As you can see, it's a very |arge project,
expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per
year for an expected |life span of 27 and a half years. It
W |l process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be
| ocated in a renote part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet into the KuskokwimValley. This area is hone
to sone 66 communities that m ght be affected by the
project. For nmany conmmunities the project m ght affect

| ands and resources that are used for subsi stence and
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other livelihood activities. This project will face an
extensive set of legal requirenents, many permts and nany
agenci es i nvol ved.

The diagram at the bottomof this slide shows
the time line fromexploration to closure. Donlin has
wor ked on expl oration and environnmental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submtting the permt applications.
We are now starting the three-year permtting period, the
first step of which is the scoping neetings, and that's
why we are here tonight. At the conclusion of the EI'S
process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny
their permts. |If permts are issued, Donlin Gold can
proceed with three to four years of construction and an
estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mne, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
reclamation. This includes decomm ssioning the ml|l
facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
treatnment or also known as the tailings storage facility,
and al so the waste rock storage facilities. The |and
woul d be recontoured and native vegetati on woul d be
pl ant ed.

"Il turn to the maj or conponents of the
project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.

The pi peline would be buried, not up on supports |ike the
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Trans- Al aska Pipeline System It will be a cold pipe,
nmeaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage
per maf r ost .
Where it crosses eight major rivers, the

pi peline would be installed below the riverbed using
hori zontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo at the top of the slide. For exanple, this
t echni que woul d be used to cross the Kuskokw m R ver and
the three forks of the George River. The inmage of the
bl ock valve on the right side of the slide in the
ri ght -hand photo there shows that the pipeline
ri ght-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't
bl ock access to subsi stence use areas. The right-of-way
woul d be brushed every ten years to provide continued
access for nonitoring and mai ntenance, and that woul d be
done by Donlin Gold. The construction process woul d not
create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would
al |l ow access, but after construction no inproved access
for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.

MR. BRELSFORD: So |et's pause and see --
Evel yn was here. This was her question. So again, |
t hi nk what we want to enphasize, this picture is kind of
hard to see in the room but the right-of-way conti nues up
this ridge, and it's brushed down |ow. The trees grow up

alongside. But it's not fenced off. So the inportant
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thing is for the traditional |and uses and subsistence in
t he upper Kuskokwi m Ri ver or along the Al aska Range as it
cones over to the Kuskokwim it's not a barrier to

subsi stence uses to access for subsistence purposes.

These bl ock val ves woul d be | ocated about every 20 m |l es.
Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.
They don't have a fence al ong the right-of -way.

So this was a really inmportant question. And |
want to help -- be sure that we are as cl ear about that as
we could. So maybe that's enough of enphasizing on that
one.

MR, KUHLE: WIIl check with Evel yn when
she gets back

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga, cross the Al aska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
along the foothills of the Al aska Range into the Kuskokw m
Ri ver Valley, and continue west to the mne site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State | ands, 34 percent BLM I ands, and ten percent Native
corporation | and.

Note the blue segnment in the mddl e where an
alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dal zell Gorge
and the Al aska Range. This alternate route wuld separate
at mlepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignnment at

m | epost 150. Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps
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that this alternative is under consideration and wll be
exam ned during geotechnical investigations this com ng
sumrer .

This slide shows the project conponents at the
mne site. And I'd like to highlight three of these.
Nunber one is the open pit which would eventually cover

1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mles long, one mle wde,

22

1,850 feet deep near the end of the mne life. Nunmber two

is the tailings inpoundnment, which technically is referred

to as a waste treatnent facility, and it would cover about
2,350 acres, or three and a half square mles. Tailings
refer to the powder-like material that is left after the
gold has been renoved fromthe mill.

Nunber three is the waste rock facility, which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres. This is the rock that's
renoved to get to the gol d-bearing ore. These najor
facilities support the mll, which would process 59, 000
tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the transportation
infrastructure. The mne will require new or expanded
port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and

cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges

t hey nove up to a new barge | andi ng near Jungj uk, and from

there the cargo and fuel would be transferred al ong a new

30-mle road that would be constructed to the nm ne site.
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Also at the mne site would be a new 5, 000-foot airstrip,
and there would also be a 40-mllion-gallon diesel storage
facility at the mne site.

The proposed barge | anding at Jungj uk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back fromthe riverbank, for a total of 26
acres. The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
traffic on the Kuskokwi m Ri ver to transport supplies and
di esel fuel. The fuel would be needed to power the | arge
m ne equi pnent and trucks at the mne site. The fuel
bar ges woul d be doubl e- hul | ed.

The navi gati on season woul d be about 110 days
per year. There would be about three barge tows passing
per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down
the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at
about any point on the river each day. There will be four
barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel
barge tows per season. Cargo barges wll carry 550 tons
each. Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gallons each. The
shi ppi ng season and the barge tow frequency and the nunber
of barges | oads woul d be roughly the same both during the
construction period and during operation of the m ne.

Addi tional infrastructure includes a
construction canp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs. This
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i ncl udes sone snaller renote canps for pipeline
construction. The permanent canp woul d have 600 beds and
woul d support a workforce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees wor ki ng
shifts, neaning that only about half of the total
wor kf orce woul d be on site at any given tine.

W will stop now and see if there are any
questions on the project and its conponents. Any
questions at this tinme before we nove on?

MS. EVELYN THOVAS:. The four barges a day,
t hat woul d be throughout the life of the mne? It would
be every day for 30 years, about?

MR. KUHLE: There woul d be four barges per
tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on
average during the 110-day season.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: And that would go on
for the life of the m ne?

MR, KUHLE: Yes.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: Every year?

MR. KUHLE: Every year and an esti nmated
110 days per year navigation season with the npst -- nost
days you woul d see three barges per day.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: Okay. And that's for
30 years, every summer for 30 years?

MR. KUHLE: Three to four years of

construction and 27 and a half years of the mne life and
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probably sone period during the restoration peri od.

MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Ckay.

M5. JANINE STEWWAN: My nane is Janine
Stewran. \What nodel are they using to go underneath the
river? What's their protection? Wat is the nodel they
are using to do the piping underneath the river? How are
they going to guarantee there won't be a | eak? How are
they going to assure us of that? How would we get that
i nformati on?

MR. KUHLE: The guarantee -- the
pi peline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHVBA, or
t he Pi peline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Adm ni stration, and they wll review the pipeline to
ensure the safety of it. As far as a nodel for going
underneath, |I'm not sure exactly how that was nodel ed
or -- as | understand it, it will be well beneath the bed,
| believe even through the bedrock, and there will be
bl ock val ves every two feet -- I'"'msorry -- every 20 mles
along the pipeline, so if there is a |eak detected, it
woul d stop the flow of gas. But the main responsibility
for that would be PHVBA.

MR. BRELSFORD: So it mght be helpful to
say all of this starts with geotechnical studies. So they
actually study the rock and the stability and what

engi neering features, and they use that in order to design
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the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling
exercises. Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor

t hat comes out of the federal regulations. And then all
of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk
of spill.

And then much further down the road there are
spill response plans and obligations in the permts so
that if there were ever an uncontroll ed rel ease, a spil
of some sort, the safety neasures would be in place. The
bl ock val ves woul d be one, but then the spill response,

t he equi pnent on site, the personnel who are trained to
respond to a spill. There is kind of a train of things to
prevent first, and then have -- have wel | -established
procedures to respond if there ever were a rel ease.

MS. JANI NE STEVWAN: How woul d they do the
i nspection on that? Because you said they are going to do
I nspections. So that would be one question | would Iike

to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there

I's no | eak.

MR. KUHLE: I nspect the part that's
under - -

M5. JANI NE STEWWAN: Right. Because that
woul d be hard to inspect, | think.

MR. KUHLE: | guess I'mnot very famliar

wth that, but | expect it would be done renotely, that
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t hey woul d, you know, tell by pressure sensors or --
MR. JOHN THOVAS: They send a pig down it.
They call it a pig. That's how they check inside a pipe.

M5. JANI NE STEWVMAN: The ot her question to
that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be invol ved
in that? Because they nonitor nme. |'ma fuel vendor.
They nonitor nme because |'mon the river. So |I'm assum ng
they are going to want to be a part of that.

MR, KUHLE: |If you are on the river -- |
tal ked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to
be a cooperati ng agency, and one of the questions they had
if there were any structures crossing the river, and there
are not. It's beneath the river. And | don't believe
that they wll have --

M5. JANI NE STEWWAN: They don't have any
questi ons?

MR KUHLE: No. | believe as long as it's
wel | beneath the bed of the river. But they wl|l
certainly be involved later in the process. | nean, we
wll contact themto, you know, see what they have for
comments and - -

MR, BRELSFORD: So there are probably a
coupl e of parts going on. First, this was John Thomas
t hat provided informati on about the pig.

MS. JANI NE STEWWMAN:. Wi ch sounds right.
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I know we send pigs fromthe barge to the -- when we do a
field dispensing fromthe barge to the tank farm but |
wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think, as Don is
saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are
really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline
safety. Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those
steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes
and the protective neasures that you are quite famli ar
with. | don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this
case. And nost of what we think the Coast Guard woul d
focus on here woul d be nore navigation, particularly at
the nouth where a lot of traffic mght be involved in
bri ngi ng the bigger boats into Bethel.

So there is a lot of little pieces to this
project, and it's good to ask the questions and ki nd of
clarify who m ght be doing which parts of it.

MS. JANINE STEWWAN: On that nodel, before
| give it over, do they show how many tines it crosses the
river from-- you know --

MR. KUHLE: From Cook Inlet to the m ne
site?

MS. JANI NE STEVWAN: Ri ght .

MR. BRELSFORD: Moxie, could you go to the

map? So there are eight major river crossings with the
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hori zontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD
Conme forward to the pipeline conponents. So the eight
maj or river systens have these gold stars, and then there
are dozens -- there are somewhere in the nei ghborhood of
hundreds of other stream crossings, snaller water bodies
that are crossed. And there are several techniques that
are used in those, dependi ng on whet her they have
anadronous sal non runs or not. And sone of theminvolve
trenchi ng and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a
time where it would not affect the fish resources.

There is a very detailed listing of this in the
pl an of devel opnent for the pipeline that is avail able on
the website. So it's possible to kind of follow a | ot of
details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the
nor e t horough docunentation behind it.

MR TIM ZAUKAR: | was going to ask about
the pollution fromthe generators they are going to have
back there. There will be a lot of pollution com ng out
that will cone down here probably.

MR. KUHLE: From generators at the m ne
site?

MR TIMZAUKAR: | was aski ng about the
pollution fromthe generators. And |like, you know --

MR. KUHLE: | don't have specific details

on that, other than I can assure you that it wll

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

30

certainly be addressed. And it's a real concern and it
wll be addressed in the EIS at | ength.

MR, BRELSFORD: So there is a little bit
nore to the question. Air quality, protecting air quality
and under st andi ng what em ssions m ght cone fromthe power
generator or any of the trucks, all of it. Air em ssions
Is going to be a very big focus in this EIS. But then you
wer e al so aski ng what happens; does it travel; would the
air currents carry contamnated air or contami nants in the
air fromthe mne site down to the communities; would it
affect the conmunities nearby.

And again, these are good, good scopi ng
questions to set the target for the EIS analysis so that
these are both aspects that would definitely be anal yzed
quite thoroughly in the EIS. And this is a good way to
put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.

| forgot one other thing. Part of the thing
about having natural gas to power the electrical
generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form
of power generation than diesel would be. So sone of the
original design is already |ooking at how to mnimze air
em ssions or difficulties with air quality.

MR, KUHLE: As we said, the purpose of
scoping neetings is to identify i ssues and concerns. One

maj or area of concern is water resources. The project is
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designed to result in no discharge of m ne contacted
wat er, but there could still be concerns. Sone exanpl es
are noted on this slide.

Streans and ot her surface waters woul d be
diverted away from and around the mning activities in
order to facilitate mning and to avoid contam nati on.

G oundwat er woul d be consuned as part of the m ning
process and could affect base flows of nearby streans.

M ne dewatering to keep water out of the pit could | ower
adj acent groundwater |evels and again could affect nearby
streans. Sonme of the rock, when exposed to the el enents,
could generate acid or |leach netals. So waste rock
tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully nmanaged
to avoid contam nating waters outside of the mne site.

Air quality is also inportant. This slide shows
sone exanples of issues related to air. There would be
several sources of em ssions, including a | arge nunber of
| arge m ning vehicles, a 227-negawatt power plant and dust
created by renpving and processi ng the overburden, waste
rock and ore.

Cimate change is a growi ng concern and w ||
need to be considered, as | arge anounts of hydrocarbons
will be burned. Mercury will be | ooked at in several
areas. One of these is naturally occurring nmercury or

fugitive nmercury could be rel eased by exposing it during
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m ning. Mercury stack em ssions could occur during the
mlling process, and any nercury co-product would require
careful storage and transport.

G ven the | arge anobunts of fuel and hazardous
mat eri al s i nvol ved, safe operating procedures and good
response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.

Ot her nmmj or issues and concerns include wetl ands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
subsi stence and traditional |and uses.

The proposed project would affect a total of
16,300 acres. O this, 10,000 acres would be | ocated at
the mne site and related infrastructure. And there would
be about 6,000 acres affected al ong the proposed pipeline,

and t hese about 6,900 acres of wetl ands. These ar eas

woul d be affected by -- the wetlands woul d be affected by
excavation filling and vegetation renoval or other
di sturbances. And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and

wldlife habitat | oss would occur or be reduced fromthe
16, 300 acres affected. And in addition to habitat |oss,
t here woul d be di sturbance of individual aninals.

We have already tal ked quite a bit about barge
traffic. And subsistence and traditional |and uses would
al so be affected by the loss of |and to devel opnent.

Here are sone nore exanpl es of issues and

concerns, and these are focused on the conmmunities,
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cultural resources and recreation. Comunity life would
be affected by a | arge new workforce of 3,000 workers
during the construction period and 1,400 for the pernmanent
operation of the mne. There will be new enpl oynent and
i ncone, but there would al so be many effects on comunity
life and human health. Cultural resources, both
archeol ogi cal and historical, that exist in the area m ght
al so be di sturbed or destroyed by construction and
oper ati ons.

Recreation and visual resources mght also be
affected, including the Iditarod Natural Hi storic Trai
m ght al so be affected by new structures and m ni ng
oper ati ons.

For all of the issues that are identified, we
wll look first to avoid the inpacts if we can.
G herwise, we will mnimze themas much as possi bl e and,
I f necessary, we will ook at ways to mtigate for them

To concl ude, we know that the proposed project
and | and resources are inportant to you. And we would
| i ke to enphasi ze that there are several ways to get
involved in the EIS. You are already doing the nost
I nportant thing by being here tonight. And we al so ask
that you visit our website at donlingol deis.com or contact
nme directly at 753-2780 is ny direct phone line, or you

can contact nme through ny e-nmail, which is provided on the
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sli de.

If you have any tribal nmatters, you can contact
our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone nunber
and e-nmail are al so provided. These are also avail able on
t he donl i ngol deis.com website.

Amanda and | have had two tribal tel econferences
so far to di scuss cooperati ng agency status and
gover nnent -t o- gover nnent consultation. Those were held on
Cct ober 30t h and Decenber 12th, and we plan to have
others. And we will try to contact the tribes that we
haven't heard back from W have heard back from nost of
t hem and t here have been a nunber that haven't responded,
but we wll make another effort. And in addition to
participating in the EIS, tribal governnents al so have the
opportunity to enter into governnent-to-governnent
consultation. It's a separate process fromthe EI' S, but
we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.
And they will best contact Amanda, but also nyself if you
have any concerns related to tribal issues.

That concludes the presentation. So I|'l|
answer if there is any remai ni ng questions; otherw se, we
wll nove into the period we set aside for taking
testinony, if anybody would Ii ke to nake comments for the
record.

MR. DAVID JOHN: My nane is David John.
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"' m concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the
water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and
t he ganme we have because | know they are nonitoring our
fish and gane right now and water, doing all that to get
information, but it's going to be an ongoi ng deal while
the mne is in operation and al so after.

My concern is if there are any changes during
that time, during that 27 years they are going to have
t hat operation going on, if there is any changes in any
fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do
sonet hi ng about it?

MR, KUHLE: You nean --

MR. DAVID JOHN: I n case you have a | eak

MR. KUHLE: Yeah. | guess, you know,
the -- there will be conditions --

MR. DAVID JOHN: You have got to conpare
frombefore it starts and after it starts and during.
Because all that |loud noise is going to be affecting all
t hat gane.

MR. KUHLE: | guess there would -- all of
the permts that -- | nean, | can definitely speak for the
Cor ps of Engineers and | expect for other agencies as
well. There will be conditions on the permt that wll
be, you know, identified through the EIS process to

protect the resources. |If there is -- you know, air
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quality and water quality are, you know, usually regul ated
by State permts, and they will have standards on those.

If those are exceeded, you know, then neasures will be
taken to require themto cone into conpliance. So that --
you know, that's the way that the air and water quality

woul d be protected throughout the Iife of the m ne.

For fish, you know, if they were -- the State
Fish & Game has requirenents for -- they would have to
have a fish habitat permt. If they were to violate that,

t hey woul d have to cone into conpliance. So, you know,
once the permts are issued, you know, there would be
conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.
If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know,
they would be in violation. So that's --

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think one other thing
to add to that is there is a formal nonitoring plan as
part of the operational plan, part of the permt
application fromDonlin. So just where you started, you
need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over tine
and to conpare it. That's exactly right. That's what the
monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.

Many environnental di nensions would be nonitored on an
ongoi ng basi s.
And just |ike you are suggesting, they have to

adjust. |If they identify changes, they would have to
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adj ust the engineering and the technical work at the m ne
or the nmanagenent in order to respond to any changes in
any of those environnmental dinensions.

MR, DAVID JOHN: Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to
testify. |If there is no |ast questions, we will get those
and call the people to provide those conmments.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS:. This is Evelyn Thonas
again. Wat kind of plans or -- you nentioned traditional
| and use. What -- what is your take on that? What is --
what's that -- howis that part of this? Wat would
you -- why is it even in there if you know you are goi ng
to deal wwth Calista and TKC and you don't deal wth the
tribes? And you have traditional |and use of the areas
that are going to be affected. How is that addressed in
this EIS?

MR, KUHLE: Well, we are dealing with the
tribes. W have invited tribes to be cooperating
agenci es, and Crooked Creek i s one of those.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: About the traditional
| and use loss. Ckay. | sawthis. kay. And you are
goi ng down river from Crooked Creek. Ckay. But the
peopl e nost affected by not using the areas -- let's say

I f they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline
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route to go to traditional hunting places -- |like we can't
go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to
af fect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people,
Sl eet mut e people and Stony Ri ver people much nore than
from Napai nute on down. Ckay. This is our -- and this
Is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a
| ot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and
gathering and trapping areas. And that's going to be part
of this, or is it just going to be nentioned and then
| eft?

MR. KUHLE: That would be part of it.
That would be -- you know, we will ook at the existing
use of the area and | ook at how that wll be affected by
t he proposed project. And yes, that will be considered in
the EIS process.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS:. Ckay. Because TKC and
Calista may own the surface and the subsurface | ands back
there, but they don't live here. They don't use the | and
every day such as we do. W have not had any neetings
W th either organi zation in Crooked Creek, and we are the
cl osest one to this project. They have not brought us to
the table. They have not tal ked of our concerns here in
Crooked Creek. We would like to see them here di scussing
these things with us also at -- at a public neeting |ike

this, both those organi zati ons.
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giving up the nost. Qur traditional ways -- we are --
it's being squeezed. |If we are not going to be able to
use this land, we are going to have nore and nore
dependence on public assistance. |If we should not be

wor ki ng back at the m ne or have the qualifications that,
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say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't neet those or we

don't neet this or we don't neet that, then we won't be
able to be working back there. But yet we can't go
hunting and fishing on our traditional areas. So howis

that going to be brought into the ElI S?

MR, KUHLE: Well, it's brought into the
EIS by -- inthe first place, you nentioned that you're
denied. It wll be on the record. You are welcone to

provi de any other comments and concerns to us if you
haven't adequately expressed themtonight. You have a

gover nnent -t o- gover nnent, you know, venue to pursue.

As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, | guess
that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control
over them | guess that's between you and them | guess
| don't know what -- you said you thought they would

prevent you fromtaking control over who worked at the
m ne site?
MS. EVELYN THOVAS: No. That's not what |

nmeant. Wiat | neant was they control access to
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traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap
and fish. They could potentially keep us from goi ng on

t hose because the mne is going to have safety concerns.
They are going to be scared that sonebody is going to get
hurt. GCkay? And they are going to have their business.
They are going to look out for liability. Al right? So
they are going to want to have everybody staying away from
there. So the people of this community and these cl oser
communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if
we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to replace
that? Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and
pi ck berries or, you know -- you see what |' m sayi ng?

Because we have not -- we have not been able to
bring Calista and TKC to the table for this. They made
all of these deals back there wi thout the community of
Crooked Creek involved. They nentioned they were going to
do this.

Crooked Creek does support the devel opnent of
this mne, but we also can't continue to give up all of
everything and expect to continue to go on with it. W
can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tri bal
menbers. People ny age are probably not -- |I'm not going
to see any benefit from any devel opnent back there. 1"l
be | ong dead before this thing even gets off the ground.

These little guys right here, they are going to be the
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ones that have to live with whatever decisions we make
now. And if they don't know how to live off the land Iike
we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us. kay.
That's a loss to us. W cannot continue to agree to give

up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to

replace it, even if we have a job back there. If we can't
continue to do that -- | hear it all the tinme. There is a
bi g concern about that. | hear it.

MR, KUHLE: | understand your concern, and
it'"s a legitimate concern that, you know -- and like |
said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we w ||
consider it, the fact that you feel |ike because the m ne
wll be there you will be prevented from accessi ng that

area and any other areas that --

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: W already are.

MR, KUHLE: -- the corporations feel may
be -- which may provide a safety or security risk

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: Yeah. They are afraid
sonebody wll get hurt. Liability. They are afraid of
liability. But you can't -- we already do not go back
there for our traditional hunting and trapping. MW famly
hunted and trapped back there. David John's fam |y hunted
and trapped back there for years and years and years.
Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would. And we don't go

there anynore. It's not ours anynore. W can't go there
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anynore. Okay. You can't even go back there and pick
berries, and that place is covered with blueberries. But
we can't go back there as the general public. And Calista
owns the subsurface. TKC owns the surface. Ckay.

So potentially, |ike TKC said, whatever we want,
it's too bad. Al right? But it's genocide to us to
continue to give up areas and not have anything to repl ace
It. See?

MR, KUHLE: Yeah, we understand your
concern. It's in the record. | guess we -- as | said, we
can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's
in the record and it wll be considered in the EIS. And,
you know, once it's in the draft EIS, you wll have an
opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed
t hat concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.
But again, yes, | agree it's a legitimte concern, one
that we may not have a | ot of control over but, you know,
It will be considered and we will do what we can.

MR. BRELSFORD: So first of all, Evelyn
speaks of sonething deep at the heart of the culture --

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: Yes.

MR. BRELSFORD: -- and of the history --

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: Yes.

MR. BRELSFORD: -- of this community. And

| think we -- we shiver alittle bit to hear the power of

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

43

your testinony. The EIS has a certain job to do. And
It's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns
about the forces of change in the region, but we are going
to work hard to do the best job in the EIS. So your
comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what
are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the
project footprint, what are the estimated effects on
traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough
about that.

Now, it's going to start with those subsistence
and traditional |and use studies. The State subsistence
di vi sion has been visiting in the conmunities in the | ast
three or four years and put together new subsistence use
maps and so on. That's just the begi nning of
docunentation on this. W are going to try and go through
that information, synthesize it and estimate what those
effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.
You are going to help us get it right because the draft
EISis a docunent -- it's out for several weeks, for
nmont hs for the conmmunities to review and to provide
comrents on.

And | do want to say in all sincerity that the
spirit of this is we are going to learn together. W are
going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a | ot

of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their
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traditional use areas. | knowthat. | sat in this
village and did nmaps with people in the 1980s. It's work,
and people do it because they want it to matter. So we
are going to recogni ze and respect the effort that's
already in those studies. And the testinony, the
questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do
our best in that draft EIS. | can tell you that. But we
are going to | eave sonme things out. W are not going to
get it all the first tine we try. And so the public
review of the draft EIS is very, very inportant.

And that's where -- so our job is to fully
di sclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly
can about what were the existing conditions and what are
the |ikely changes under the project, the potenti al
envi ronnental effects. That's what an EIS does. And then
it goes in front of the agencies to nake permtting
decisions. But | really want to say you are going to help
us do a good job on that along the way. W have several
years to work on this. |It's not going to be an overni ght
or a slipshod piece of work. [It's going to be a detail ed,
careful piece of work. And we are going to bring it back
to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.

Don has enphasi zed that the governnent is not
goi ng to nmanage private | andowners. And in alnost all the

ways that is true. A r emssions that would go off of
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private land -- there are a few things where they are
regul ated, but this EISis not going to change | and
owner shi p, private | and ownershi p.
MS. EVELYN THOVAS: That's not what |'m

t al ki ng about here, Taylor. Wat we are tal king about is
traditional |and use. Gay. W are not talking about who
owns the |land or anything else. Personally | don't care
who owns the land. |[It's our traditional area. This is
goi ng to cone up throughout this process. | knowit. And
| need answers, too, because | don't have any to tel
anybody when they ask ne about it. It is a very sensitive
subj ect.

And this is the biggest part of this whole thing
I's everybody is concerned about -- |ook at the Red Devil
M ne. Wen it was going there was a lot of jobs in the
area. Everything was going along good. It closed in
1971. \What was left? Wiat was left? Red Devil is, you
know, Red Devil. | nean, it's got a huge runway, and who
uses it? Wat benefit did it bring to this area?
Not hi ng, you know. And they are gone.

|s that what's going to happen to Crooked Creek,
too? You know - -

MR. BRELSFORD: So the boom and bust

cycle. Wat could be the boom and bust cycle is another

ki nd of question to be addressed in the EIS.
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MS. EVELYN THOVAS:. |It's going to cone up.
It cones up all the tine over here. | have to bring it to
you.

MR. BRELSFORD: It's good input. That's
what we are here for. So thank you for speaking quite
frankly about it. There are sone ot her people who al so
have i deas.

MS. BARBARA CRANE- KI NZY: My name is
Barbara Crane-Kinzy. |I'mfrom Sleetnute, like him And
our traditional harvesting is on a tineline basis. Like
she sai d, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up
and pick them \When it's tine to get beaver -- you know,
there is a tineline for everything, everything that we
harvest. W are here today and we are gone tonorrow, |ike
she says. And | pray to God that ny great, great
grandchildren will be able to go out and do the
traditional things that we do years and years way down
past 27 -- what you said, 267?

MR. KUHLE: 27 and a half years.

MS. BARBARA CRANE- Kl NSEY: | hope the | and
Is rich and bountiful for themas it is -- as it has been
for us. And you said there is job opportunities for the
communities. Wat | want to know is, are you guys goi ng
to hel p prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain

these jobs? 1Is there training available? 1|Is there an
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outline where each and every one that may have an

opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is
t here sonething that they can say, hey, | can do this; you
know, I want to try this out? Were is the -- the

training in this for, you know, our people?
MR. KUHLE: | guess ny understanding is

that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard wth

trying to hire local people that -- again, the inpacts to
the local conmmunities will be, you know, addressed in the
EIS. | guess | don't have specifics in that regard at

this time but, you know, it is sonething that is
considered is the effects on the |ocal communities.

MS. BARBARA CRANE- KI NZY: ' ve heard
testi noni es of people that cone out of Donlin Creek saying
oh, yeah, they hired this guy fromway down states cone up
to flip pancakes for us. And it's, what, there is a | ot
of us over here that know how to cook, you know. There is
lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our
peopl e need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so
that we can get off welfare.

MR. KUHLE: | guess the reason that we had
it on the slide is it's one of the issues that we are
aware of and will be addressed. So the fact that we had
It on the slide, you know, we are planning to | ook at that

in the EIS.
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MS. BARBARA CRANE- KI NZY: Doi .

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
go into the formal comments?

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think on the sign-in
sheets there was a little colum that said would you Iike
to testify, yes or no. And it mght seema little fornal
We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's
Evelyn. And we w il hear Evelyn's fornmal comrents here,
but then if anybody el se would |like to nmake additi onal
comments, of course we would be happy to hear it. So
whet her you signed it or not, we are here to listen. W
are here to |earn.

Now | think it's tine to turn to Evelyn's fornal
comments, and then we will nake room for anybody el se
after that.

M5. EVELYN THOVAS: ' m Evel yn Thomas, the
Crooked Creek Tribal Council president. Over the past, |
don't know, several years we have known that this tine was
coming. And over this tine there has been different
comments and different questions and different concerns
brought up to the traditional council, to either nyself or
to ot her people who have served on the traditional
council. There is great concern for the | oss of our
traditional ways of life, okay, howthe -- the |and and

the water and the air is going to be protected throughout
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all of this. W hear horror stories all the tine of
t hi ngs goi ng wong everywhere all over.

So far we have had a good relationship with
Donlin Gold Project. They have always been up front and
very honest wi th whatever we have asked of them W do
under stand our environnent. It cones from generations of
our people living in this area, that it's just |ike you
just know. It's passed down. You know, |ike we know what
season we need to get fish. W know what season we need
to get the berries. W know what season to get the
| auhyuks [ph] and the angukags. W know these things and
we know this area that we live in. There is concern about
the | oss of that way of life.

We al so know that with jobs cones problens. And
as the people who |ive here and have lived here for
generations, we are part of the environnment of this area.
We know that this project, it will bring much needed noney
and jobs into this area. However, there is going to al so
bring the bad stuff. The drugs and the al cohol will be
her e.

Look at now. The Crooked Creek Traditional
Council makes payroll twice a nonth. As soon as we are
goi ng to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the
al cohol into the community to be sold. So there wll be

nore of that.
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There has been positives for this community.
There has al so been negatives for this community. And we
know that we are going to have to find a bal ance between
those two things. But they -- the concerns that were
brought up tonight are very real. There is worry about
the water. There is worry about the air. W hear it al
the tinme. Those questions need to be answered to our
people as well as you can answer themto everyone here.
This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare --
wel fare econony. And we wel cone it.

W don't want to go into it and to do things
here |Ii ke anything goes. You see what we are saying? W
are saying we don't want to do it -- okay. You want to do
that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give
three people in this village a job. W want to be sure
that it is done in a safe and responsi bl e manner.

W want -- the people of our community and the
surroundi ng comunity, especially upriver, they have
peopl e working at the mne, too. Sleetnute wll be an
I nval uabl e addition to our neetings because they live ten
mles fromRed Devil. Wat was their inpacts fromthat
m ne when it was going on? | know sone of them were
pretty bad. People from Crooked Creek worked up there,
and | know sone of the inpacts on Crooked Creek were

pretty bad.
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| have a paper prepared for whoever wants to
take it wth you on sone of the concerns that we have had;
you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's
going to happen if the -- because we drink water fromthe
creek and we use water fromthe creek for washi ng and
cleaning and things like that. Wat's going to happen if
t hey use so nmuch water that we don't have enough for
Crooked Creek to use? Ckay. And supposedly the water is
owned by the State of Alaska, | guess. | don't think
there is any private ownership. How can we nake sure we
have enough water for our community? You know, things

|l i ke this, these are going to come up

They are all in this paper here. And | wll
give you a copy to take with you. |'ve given one to Apri
already so she will be prepared for it. But that's all

have to say.

| thank you. Especially | want to thank the
Arny Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two
years ago when we flooded. They were -- when we call ed up
to ask them for perm ssion to build over there by the
ai rport because we couldn't get perm ssion fromTKC to
build and if we could use gravel fromthe river, we had an
answer fromthe Arny Corps in two hours. So they hel ped
us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt

for our people who had | ost everything. So we thank you
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for that. Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Anybody that didn't sign up
wi sh to make comments? |If not, | thank you again for
com ng. Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com M
contact information is available on the website. O if
you would I'i ke, you can stop by and 1'll give it to you.
If you have any concerns, you can contact --

MS. BARBARA CRANE- KI NZY: On your website
can we see other people's comments?

MR. KUHLE: Eventually they will be
post ed, yes.

MR. BRELSFORD: After all of the neetings
the transcripts will be sunmarized in a report, and that
report will be on the website to kind of gather together
the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of
the communities together. So that's going to be a little
while. W finish the neetings in the end of March, and
It's about May before that report will be posted.

MS. BARBARA CRANE- KI NZY: Il want it to be

| i ke Facebook where | can add anot her comment.

52

MR, BRELSFORD: | don't know if people saw

t he newsletter that we sent out just after Chri stnas.

Anot her newsletter will cone out to summari ze the scoping
neetings. So sone of the biggest issues will be
sumari zed in there. And then the scoping report wll be

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

53

quite lengthy. There will be a lot of detail in that
report.

MS. EVELYN THOVAS: I'd like to -- one
nmore thank you. Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when
the State of Al aska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up
here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly. They
refused to cone for eight hours for up to two days.

Donlin Gold did cone in here. They showed -- they showed
nme personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that
they were willing to put thensel ves out to nmake sure that
we didn't have any loss of life. So there was that --
there is that positive. They have worked hard to build
this trust between the village and them and we very nuch
appreci ated that because | believe that we woul d have | ost
El ders and infants during that tinme if we hadn't been able
to get themout of here and into Donlin Gold where they
took us. And they weren't ready for babies and ol d people
and whatever. And we thank them for that also.

MR, KUHLE: |If there is no nore comments,
agai n, thanks for com ng.

MR, BRELSFORD: So we will hang around
after. Please feel free to visit with any of the agency
representatives with any other questions or comments. W
woul d wel conme it. Thanks so nuch for com ng tonight.

It's a huge group of folks. W are really pleased to see
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the turn out. So thank you.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 7:38 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
nmny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2               (Invocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  We will get started.  I'd like 



            4    to welcome you to the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold 



            5    Project environmental impact statement, also known as an 



            6    EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle.  I'm from the U.S. Army Corps 



            7    of Engineers.  I'm the project manager for the EIS.  There 



            8    are a number of cooperating agencies here who will 



            9    participate in the EIS.  And we also have a third-party 



           10    contractor here.  I'll take a minute to let them introduce 



           11    themselves.  Let's do the agencies first.  



           12                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  My name is 



           13    Doug Ballou.  I'm with the Bureau of Land Management, the 



           14    Anchorage field office.  We are a cooperator on this 



           15    environmental impact study, and I'm really glad that you 



           16    are here tonight.  We are very interested in hearing your 



           17    input and feedback on the various issues that this study 



           18    will be addressing.  So again, thank you for coming out.  



           19    And I'll be available after the meeting if you have any 



           20    specific questions related to BLM's role in this process.  



           21    Thank you.  



           22                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is 



           23    Mark Jen.  I'm with the EPA, and we're a cooperating 



           24    agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the development 



           25    of the environmental impact statement and to address 
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            1    impacts associated with the Donlin Gold mining project.  



            2    And so you have got all the federal and State agencies 



            3    here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your 



            4    comments.  So thank you very much.  



            5                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the State 



            6    of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and we are also 



            7    a cooperating agency.  And if you have any specific 



            8    questions related to the State, I might not have all the 



            9    answers, as I represent kind of a lot of different 



           10    departments, but I'll either get back to you or have an 



           11    answer.  So please come and see me after the presentation 



           12    if you have any specific questions for the State.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And I'm Taylor Brelsford.  



           14    It's really special to be back working for a project in 



           15    the Kuskokwim River.  It's been many, many years since my 



           16    family was young living in Sleetmute and again in Aniak.  



           17              I work as a contractor for the Army Corps of 



           18    Engineers, and our responsibility -- I work with a company 



           19    called URS Corporation.  And our responsibility is to help 



           20    prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to 



           21    support the Army Corps of Engineers on this EIS.



           22                    MR. MOXIE ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie 



           23    Alexie.  I'm from Sleetmute.  I'm with URS as part of the 



           24    Donlin Gold Project with the EIS team with URS.  And it's 



           25    good to be back in my home area.
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            1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Welcome home.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  We'll move now into the 



            3    program.  Feel free to ask any questions as we go along.  



            4    If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify 



            5    yourself, give us your name for the record.  



            6              Okay.  We will move into the agenda.  This is 



            7    the agenda for this evening, just to provide with you an 



            8    idea of the topics that we are going to cover.  We have 



            9    done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk about 



           10    the purpose of tonight's meeting.  And then we will 



           11    provide the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to 



           12    provide a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has 



           13    proposed it.  And we will summarize a few of the issues as 



           14    a way of inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get 



           15    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  



           16              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed an 



           17    open pit gold mine ten miles up Crooked Creek, which I 



           18    guess you know is located on the Kuskokwim River.  And in 



           19    order to comply with the National Environmental Policy 



           20    Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 



           21    will be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the 



           22    potential impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor 



           23    an opponent of the project.  The EIS will be used in 



           24    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other 



           25    agencies.  And the scoping meetings are the first step in 
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            1    the EIS process.  



            2              This map gives an orientation to the project 



            3    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



            4    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.  



            5    As you can see, it's a remote area with little development 



            6    to date.  There are no existing roads to the region.  The 



            7    map shows that the existing transportation and energy 



            8    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral 



            9    Alaska.  



           10              The proposed mine would require all new 



           11    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of 



           12    these would be subject to permitting before they could 



           13    proceed.  



           14              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



           15    supply links to the proposed project.  The transportation 



           16    logistics for the mine include cargo and fuel from the 



           17    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in 



           18    Dutch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then 



           19    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go 



           20    to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well.  And the 



           21    fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge 



           22    landing that would be constructed at Jungjuk.  There would 



           23    also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring 



           24    in natural gas for the mill.  



           25              We are now going to take a look at the EIS 
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            1    process, and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in 



            2    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act 



            3    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



            4    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this 



            5    case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits 



            6    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of 



            7    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits 



            8    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to 



            9    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed 



           10    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



           11    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies 



           12    to make their permit decisions.  



           13              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is 



           14    also required to complete a public interest review and an 



           15    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, 



           16    which requires that we select the least environmentally 



           17    damaging practicable alternative.  We will incorporate the 



           18    information necessary for these determinations into the 



           19    EIS.  



           20              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and 



           21    the regional organization will all work together on the 



           22    EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected based upon their 



           23    permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  As an 



           24    example, the project would occur on BLM and State of 



           25    Alaska lands, so they will evaluate whether to issue 
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            1    right-of-way permits for use of these lands.  Tribal 



            2    governments and regional cooperators participate to 



            3    contribute specialized knowledge about the local area, 



            4    resources and land use.  



            5              The Donlin Gold Project will require many 



            6    federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides 



            7    six examples, and I'll mention two of them and ask you to 



            8    read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would 



            9    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United 



           10    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit 



           11    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.  



           12              Also, since a portion of the pipeline project 



           13    would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate a 



           14    right-of-way application.  You can find a more 



           15    comprehensive list of the required permits on the Donlin 



           16    Gold application, which can be found on the project 



           17    website.  



           18              There are also many permits required from the 



           19    State of Alaska.  Three departments of the State 



           20    government are noted here.  For example, over 60 percent 



           21    of the pipeline would be installed on State lands, so the 



           22    Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a 



           23    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental 



           24    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and 



           25    air quality permits, and the Department of Fish & Game has 
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            1    permitting responsibility to protect fish habitat.  



            2              So this overview of permits has shown why the 



            3    various agencies are involved in the EIS.  So we will now 



            4    turn to the milestones of an EIS.  Some of you may be 



            5    familiar with the steps in preparing an EIS.  The diagram 



            6    on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking 



            7    from now till November 2015.  



            8              On December 14th of last year, a Notice of 



            9    Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal 



           10    Register, and that was the kickoff for the EIS.  And we -- 



           11    at that point we began scoping on December 14th, and that 



           12    will continue through March 29th of this year.  And during 



           13    that period we will be having scoping meetings, one of 



           14    which is why we are here tonight.  And we will also be 



           15    taking comments on the project.  You can find more 



           16    information on the website and submit comments through the 



           17    website, as well.  



           18              The information that we gather during the 



           19    scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EIS, 



           20    which is expected to be completed about August of 2014.  



           21    That's an estimated time, the best we can estimate at this 



           22    point.  That could change, but that's what we are 



           23    projecting right now.  The draft will then be put out for 



           24    public review.  And again, we will have a round of 



           25    meetings similar to what we are having now.  And we will 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        10







            1    also solicit comments on the project again.  



            2              Using the information gathered on the draft, we 



            3    will prepare the final EIS, which we expect to be 



            4    completed in October 2015.  Then the final EIS will be 



            5    used by the agencies involved to make their permit 



            6    decisions, and each agency will prepare their own Record 



            7    of Decision.  And those are expected to be done about 



            8    November of 2015.  



            9              The most important thing to note from this slide 



           10    are the two gold-colored circles.  Those are the scoping 



           11    period and the comment period on the draft.  And those are 



           12    the best opportunities to provide input into the project.  



           13    And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any 



           14    comments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed 



           15    in the draft EIS.  So it's important that you get your 



           16    comments to us by then.  



           17              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           18    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



           19    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The 



           20    first is to share information about the proposed project.  



           21    And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation 



           22    tonight.  And as I mentioned, you can also get information 



           23    on the website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as 



           24    well.  



           25              The next -- second purpose is to provide 
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            1    information about EIS milestones.  And that's what we 



            2    showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overview 



            3    for the time frame for the EIS.  And the next two are to 



            4    identify issues and concerns to examine in the EIS and to 



            5    identify useful information from communities.  And we are 



            6    counting on you to help us with these last two.  We would 



            7    like to know what you would like to see addressed in the 



            8    EIS and if you have information that we can use to make 



            9    informed decisions.  



           10              This is a schedule for our scoping meetings.  



           11    And the first week we are -- we started with the villages 



           12    nearest the project.  The second week will be focused on 



           13    the lower Kuskokwim River.  And the third week we will be 



           14    traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  



           15    And the final round will be in the middle Yukon and upper 



           16    Kuskokwim.  



           17              In this map the color scheme represents the many 



           18    subregions of the project area.  And it helps to show how 



           19    the scoping plan was developed.  For example, the orange 



           20    dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest to 



           21    the project area.  And in this subregion we are holding 



           22    meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the 



           23    mine site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub.  



           24    For the other subregions, meetings will similarly be held 



           25    in the subregional hubs.  
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            1              Okay.  We will stop here to see if there is any 



            2    questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Any questions 



            3    before we move on?



            4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Are you going to be 



            5    having meetings all the way down toward Nunivak Island?  



            6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Not actually on Nunivak 



            7    Island, but on the Bering Sea coast between the mouth of 



            8    the Kuskokwim and the mouth of the Yukon River.  



            9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Is that because of the 



           10    barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to 



           11    have meetings out there?  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I'm setting a bad 



           13    example.  This is Taylor speaking.  It's Evelyn Thomas who 



           14    asked the question.  Go ahead.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  We are looking at any -- 



           16    we have looked at all -- we identified the region and the 



           17    communities that could -- any that could potentially be 



           18    affected by the proposed project.  And yes, that could 



           19    include any affected by navigation.  It could also be any 



           20    of them affected by socioeconomic effects.  So any of that 



           21    could in any way be affected by the project.  



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the project area is 



           23    going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates 



           24    all the way to the Kuskokwim Valley and down; and then the 



           25    entire YK Delta, the Calista shareholder villages, are all 
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            1    connected to the potential economics of this project.  So 



            2    that's how the 66 villages within the project area became 



            3    part of the definition of the project area.  



            4              The direct environmental effects, like effects 



            5    on water or noise disturbance, barging, those might be 



            6    more concentrated on the Kuskokwim River Valley, the 



            7    Kuskokwim River region, but the other communities have had 



            8    a history of employment in the project and may have some 



            9    participation in the socioeconomic aspects of the project 



           10    as it goes forward.



           11                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I didn't see Stony 



           12    River and Sleetmute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that 



           13    list, and they, too, will be affected by this.  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  As we have tried to explain, 



           15    we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using 



           16    a regional hub approach to get to as many of the 



           17    communities as we have.  There is information also 



           18    available on the website.  There is newsletters going out 



           19    to all those communities so they will have an opportunity 



           20    to provide information and to get information about the 



           21    project and to provide their comments to us in those 



           22    matters.  



           23                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You know that topic -- 



           24    Are you going to go up to Lime Village, also, way up and 



           25    down all these villages?  There are people from up there 
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            1    that will be affected, also.  



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to ask one 



            3    more time for folks to please say your names so it can be 



            4    on the court recorder on the transcript.  I do want to say 



            5    it's a little bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's 



            6    important is that we have to go back through and code all 



            7    of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the 



            8    comments that are made during the meeting.  So please help 



            9    us out to be sure that we get a good, complete 



           10    documentation of the meeting.  And I know it's a little 



           11    annoying, but please do say your name when you have a 



           12    question.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know.  Maybe we could 



           14    go back to the previous slide.  It would show -- or the 



           15    previous couple slides shows the communities that we will 



           16    be going to.  Those are the communities that we will be 



           17    going to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of 



           18    their hub communities for the various subregional -- or 



           19    the subregions.  And we are going to those areas to 



           20    provide as much information as we can.  And there is -- 



           21    the others we are sending out newsletters to every 



           22    resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing 



           23    information on the website.  And I also provide my direct 



           24    phone line and e-mail.  



           25              So we are -- that's the approach we are taking 
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            1    to gather as much information as we can.  We believe that 



            2    it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input 



            3    or to hear about the project and provide input.  



            4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It is going to have a big 



            5    impact on people that are closer to the project than the 



            6    ones around the outskirts of it.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, we feel like 



            8    there is potential impacts.  We identified all -- the 



            9    total number of communities.  We looked at -- our tribal 



           10    liaison, you know, contacted 66 communities.  Those were 



           11    the ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the 



           12    project, and we felt we needed to provide information to 



           13    all of them.  And the approach we are taking, again, is to 



           14    focus on the subregions.  And you know, we are not going 



           15    to every community, but we feel the approach we are taking 



           16    is providing an opportunity to every community to be part 



           17    of the process.



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, let me build on 



           19    this a little bit.  I think the comments go to the 



           20    question of fair play and that the communities that might 



           21    be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be 



           22    heard.  And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the 



           23    subsistence use areas for the Stony River and Lime 



           24    Village, and they should really and truly have a direct 



           25    invitation, direct opportunity to participate.  I think 
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            1    that's a really important scoping comment for us to have 



            2    written down.  And I think some of the things that we can 



            3    do -- Don is really emphasizing that we are trying to 



            4    spread out the opportunity across the big region.  So 



            5    that's one good idea.  



            6              But the other one is to really have some direct 



            7    contact with some of the communities that may not get to 



            8    the meetings.  So we can make some follow-up phone calls 



            9    to the tribe, corporation, city leaders as appropriate to 



           10    kind of answer questions or emphasize the value of having 



           11    your voice heard early in the EIS process and mention 



           12    again the website or the newsletters.  I think what I hear 



           13    from this is we ought to do a little better on individual 



           14    outreach to some of those villages.  So I think that's a 



           15    really good comment.  



           16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You got plan A right now.  



           17    Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  For outreach to the 



           19    communities?  As I said, our tribal liaison has contacted 



           20    or attempted to contact all 66 of those communities.  



           21    She's made follow-up phone calls and e-mails at least 



           22    twice so far to those.  And I expect she will continue to 



           23    do that if we don't hear anything from, like you 



           24    mentioned, Lime Village.  Yes, we can ask her to try to 



           25    get in touch with them and see if there is some reason 
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            1    that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically 



            2    ask them, you know, if there is some reason -- if they 



            3    have no interest in participating or if they simply 



            4    haven't heard.  But as I said, she made several efforts so 



            5    far to contact every community.



            6                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It would be good to make 



            7    an effort instead of ignoring them.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And I don't -- thank 



            9    you.  I don't believe we have ignored them.  And we will 



           10    continue to make an effort.  



           11                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  I appreciate the 



           12    opportunity to have an input tonight.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we have some homework 



           14    based on this comment.  We will make some follow-up calls.  



           15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Evelyn Thomas, tribal 



           16    council president of Crooked Creek.  There is a big 



           17    concern.  I've mentioned it before.  Is this TKC and 



           18    Calista going to allow exclusive use of this route where 



           19    the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going 



           20    to be?  We want to know if that's going to be closed off 



           21    from us.  That's a question that we have that's really -- 



           22    that's for all of the river villages, more so than 



           23    Napaimute or anywhere else.  If it's going to be closed 



           24    off from us, I personally will have a problem.



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  We will talk about that a 
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            1    little bit later in the program, and if you still have 



            2    questions at that point, please ask them again.



            3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I will.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Ready to move on, then?  



            5    That was a good discussion to warm up.  Now we're ready to 



            6    go into the pipeline components.  Not just the pipeline.  



            7    The project components.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  As Taylor just said, we will 



            9    move into a summary of the mining project as proposed by 



           10    Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two 



           11    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and 



           12    NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands 



           13    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista 



           14    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim 



           15    Corporation is the surface owner.  



           16              As you can see, it's a very large project, 



           17    expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per 



           18    year for an expected life span of 27 and a half years.  It 



           19    will process 59,000 tons of ore each day.  



           20              We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be 



           21    located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



           22    Cook Inlet into the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home 



           23    to some 66 communities that might be affected by the 



           24    project.  For many communities the project might affect 



           25    lands and resources that are used for subsistence and 
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            1    other livelihood activities.  This project will face an 



            2    extensive set of legal requirements, many permits and many 



            3    agencies involved.  



            4              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 



            5    the time line from exploration to closure.  Donlin has 



            6    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 



            7    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.  



            8    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the 



            9    first step of which is the scoping meetings, and that's 



           10    why we are here tonight.  At the conclusion of the EIS 



           11    process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny 



           12    their permits.  If permits are issued, Donlin Gold can 



           13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an 



           14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  



           15              At the conclusion of the active life of the 



           16    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and 



           17    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill 



           18    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste 



           19    treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility, 



           20    and also the waste rock storage facilities.  The land 



           21    would be recontoured and native vegetation would be 



           22    planted.  



           23              I'll turn to the major components of the 



           24    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.  



           25    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the 
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            1    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe,  



            2    meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage 



            3    permafrost.  



            4              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the 



            5    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using 



            6    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 



            7    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this 



            8    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



            9    the three forks of the George River.  The image of the 



           10    block valve on the right side of the slide in the 



           11    right-hand photo there shows that the pipeline 



           12    right-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't 



           13    block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way 



           14    would be brushed every ten years to provide continued 



           15    access for monitoring and maintenance, and that would be 



           16    done by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not 



           17    create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would 



           18    allow access, but after construction no improved access 



           19    for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.  



           20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let's pause and see -- 



           21    Evelyn was here.  This was her question.  So again, I 



           22    think what we want to emphasize, this picture is kind of 



           23    hard to see in the room, but the right-of-way continues up 



           24    this ridge, and it's brushed down low.  The trees grow up 



           25    alongside.  But it's not fenced off.  So the important 
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            1    thing is for the traditional land uses and subsistence in 



            2    the upper Kuskokwim River or along the Alaska Range as it 



            3    comes over to the Kuskokwim, it's not a barrier to 



            4    subsistence uses to access for subsistence purposes.  



            5    These block valves would be located about every 20 miles.  



            6    Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.  



            7    They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.  



            8              So this was a really important question.  And I 



            9    want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as 



           10    we could.  So maybe that's enough of emphasizing on that 



           11    one.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Will check with Evelyn when 



           13    she gets back.  



           14              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



           15    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west 



           16    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim 



           17    River Valley, and continue west to the mine site near 



           18    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent 



           19    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native 



           20    corporation land.  



           21              Note the blue segment in the middle where an 



           22    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge 



           23    and the Alaska Range.  This alternate route would separate 



           24    at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at 



           25    milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps 
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            1    that this alternative is under consideration and will be 



            2    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming 



            3    summer. 



            4              This slide shows the project components at the 



            5    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.  



            6    Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover 



            7    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide, 



            8    1,850 feet deep near the end of the mine life.  Number two 



            9    is the tailings impoundment, which technically is referred 



           10    to as a waste treatment facility, and it would cover about 



           11    2,350 acres, or three and a half square miles.  Tailings 



           12    refer to the powder-like material that is left after the 



           13    gold has been removed from the mill.  



           14              Number three is the waste rock facility, which 



           15    would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that's 



           16    removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major 



           17    facilities support the mill, which would process 59,000 



           18    tons of ore per day. 



           19              This is an overview of the transportation 



           20    infrastructure.  The mine will require new or expanded 



           21    port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and 



           22    cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges 



           23    they move up to a new barge landing near Jungjuk, and from 



           24    there the cargo and fuel would be transferred along a new 



           25    30-mile road that would be constructed to the mine site.  
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            1    Also at the mine site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrip, 



            2    and there would also be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage 



            3    facility at the mine site.  



            4              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



            5    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



            6    1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26 



            7    acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge 



            8    traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and 



            9    diesel fuel.  The fuel would be needed to power the large 



           10    mine equipment and trucks at the mine site.  The fuel 



           11    barges would be double-hulled.  



           12              The navigation season would be about 110 days 



           13    per year.  There would be about three barge tows passing 



           14    per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down 



           15    the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at 



           16    about any point on the river each day.  There will be four 



           17    barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel 



           18    barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 tons 



           19    each.  Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gallons each.  The 



           20    shipping season and the barge tow frequency and the number 



           21    of barges loads would be roughly the same both during the 



           22    construction period and during operation of the mine.  



           23              Additional infrastructure includes a 



           24    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 



           25    construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs.  This 
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            1    includes some smaller remote camps for pipeline 



            2    construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and 



            3    would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working 



            4    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total 



            5    workforce would be on site at any given time.  



            6              We will stop now and see if there are any 



            7    questions on the project and its components.  Any 



            8    questions at this time before we move on?



            9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  The four barges a day, 



           10    that would be throughout the life of the mine?  It would 



           11    be every day for 30 years, about?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  There would be four barges per 



           13    tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on 



           14    average during the 110-day season.  



           15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  And that would go on 



           16    for the life of the mine?  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.



           18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Every year?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Every year and an estimated 



           20    110 days per year navigation season with the most -- most 



           21    days you would see three barges per day.



           22                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  And that's for 



           23    30 years, every summer for 30 years?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Three to four years of 



           25    construction and 27 and a half years of the mine life and 
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            1    probably some period during the restoration period.



            2                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  



            3                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  My name is Janine 



            4    Stewman.  What model are they using to go underneath the 



            5    river?  What's their protection?  What is the model they 



            6    are using to do the piping underneath the river?  How are 



            7    they going to guarantee there won't be a leak?  How are 



            8    they going to assure us of that?  How would we get that 



            9    information?  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  The guarantee -- the 



           11    pipeline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHMSA, or 



           12    the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 



           13    Administration, and they will review the pipeline to 



           14    ensure the safety of it.  As far as a model for going 



           15    underneath, I'm not sure exactly how that was modeled 



           16    or -- as I understand it, it will be well beneath the bed, 



           17    I believe even through the bedrock, and there will be 



           18    block valves every two feet -- I'm sorry -- every 20 miles 



           19    along the pipeline, so if there is a leak detected, it 



           20    would stop the flow of gas.  But the main responsibility 



           21    for that would be PHMSA.  



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it might be helpful to 



           23    say all of this starts with geotechnical studies.  So they 



           24    actually study the rock and the stability and what 



           25    engineering features, and they use that in order to design 
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            1    the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling 



            2    exercises.  Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor 



            3    that comes out of the federal regulations.  And then all 



            4    of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk 



            5    of spill.  



            6              And then much further down the road there are 



            7    spill response plans and obligations in the permits so 



            8    that if there were ever an uncontrolled release, a spill 



            9    of some sort, the safety measures would be in place.  The 



           10    block valves would be one, but then the spill response, 



           11    the equipment on site, the personnel who are trained to 



           12    respond to a spill.  There is kind of a train of things to 



           13    prevent first, and then have -- have well-established 



           14    procedures to respond if there ever were a release.



           15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  How would they do the 



           16    inspection on that?  Because you said they are going to do 



           17    inspections.  So that would be one question I would like 



           18    to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there 



           19    is no leak.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Inspect the part that's 



           21    under -- 



           22                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.  Because that 



           23    would be hard to inspect, I think.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not very familiar 



           25    with that, but I expect it would be done remotely, that 
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            1    they would, you know, tell by pressure sensors or -- 



            2                   MR. JOHN THOMAS:  They send a pig down it.  



            3    They call it a pig.  That's how they check inside a pipe.



            4                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  The other question to 



            5    that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be involved 



            6    in that?  Because they monitor me.  I'm a fuel vendor.  



            7    They monitor me because I'm on the river.  So I'm assuming 



            8    they are going to want to be a part of that.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  If you are on the river -- I 



           10    talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to 



           11    be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had 



           12    if there were any structures crossing the river, and there 



           13    are not.  It's beneath the river.  And I don't believe 



           14    that they will have -- 



           15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  They don't have any 



           16    questions?  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  I believe as long as it's 



           18    well beneath the bed of the river.  But they will 



           19    certainly be involved later in the process.  I mean, we 



           20    will contact them to, you know, see what they have for 



           21    comments and -- 



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there are probably a 



           23    couple of parts going on.  First, this was John Thomas 



           24    that provided information about the pig.  



           25                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Which sounds right.  
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            1    I know we send pigs from the barge to the -- when we do a 



            2    field dispensing from the barge to the tank farm, but I 



            3    wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think, as Don is 



            5    saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are 



            6    really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline 



            7    safety.  Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those 



            8    steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes 



            9    and the protective measures that you are quite familiar 



           10    with.  I don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this 



           11    case.  And most of what we think the Coast Guard would 



           12    focus on here would be more navigation, particularly at 



           13    the mouth where a lot of traffic might be involved in 



           14    bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.  



           15              So there is a lot of little pieces to this 



           16    project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of 



           17    clarify who might be doing which parts of it.  



           18                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  On that model, before 



           19    I give it over, do they show how many times it crosses the 



           20    river from -- you know -- 



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  From Cook Inlet to the mine 



           22    site?  



           23                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Moxie, could you go to the 



           25    map?  So there are eight major river crossings with the 
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            1    horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD.  



            2    Come forward to the pipeline components.  So the eight 



            3    major river systems have these gold stars, and then there 



            4    are dozens -- there are somewhere in the neighborhood of 



            5    hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies 



            6    that are crossed.  And there are several techniques that 



            7    are used in those, depending on whether they have 



            8    anadromous salmon runs or not.  And some of them involve 



            9    trenching and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a 



           10    time where it would not affect the fish resources.  



           11              There is a very detailed listing of this in the 



           12    plan of development for the pipeline that is available on 



           13    the website.  So it's possible to kind of follow a lot of 



           14    details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the 



           15    more thorough documentation behind it.  



           16                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was going to ask about 



           17    the pollution from the generators they are going to have 



           18    back there.  There will be a lot of pollution coming out 



           19    that will come down here probably.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  From generators at the mine 



           21    site?  



           22                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was asking about the 



           23    pollution from the generators.  And like, you know -- 



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't have specific details 



           25    on that, other than I can assure you that it will 
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            1    certainly be addressed.  And it's a real concern and it 



            2    will be addressed in the EIS at length.  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there is a little bit 



            4    more to the question.  Air quality, protecting air quality 



            5    and understanding what emissions might come from the power 



            6    generator or any of the trucks, all of it.  Air emissions 



            7    is going to be a very big focus in this EIS.  But then you 



            8    were also asking what happens; does it travel; would the 



            9    air currents carry contaminated air or contaminants in the 



           10    air from the mine site down to the communities; would it 



           11    affect the communities nearby.  



           12              And again, these are good, good scoping 



           13    questions to set the target for the EIS analysis so that 



           14    these are both aspects that would definitely be analyzed 



           15    quite thoroughly in the EIS.  And this is a good way to 



           16    put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.  



           17              I forgot one other thing.  Part of the thing 



           18    about having natural gas to power the electrical 



           19    generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form 



           20    of power generation than diesel would be.  So some of the 



           21    original design is already looking at how to minimize air 



           22    emissions or difficulties with air quality.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  As we said, the purpose of 



           24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One 



           25    major area of concern is water resources.  The project is 
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            1    designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted 



            2    water, but there could still be concerns.  Some examples 



            3    are noted on this slide.  



            4              Streams and other surface waters would be 



            5    diverted away from and around the mining activities in 



            6    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.  



            7    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining 



            8    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.  



            9    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower 



           10    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby 



           11    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, 



           12    could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock 



           13    tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed 



           14    to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.  



           15              Air quality is also important.  This slide shows 



           16    some examples of issues related to air.  There would be 



           17    several sources of emissions, including a large number of 



           18    large mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant and dust 



           19    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste 



           20    rock and ore.  



           21              Climate change is a growing concern and will 



           22    need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons 



           23    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several 



           24    areas.  One of these is naturally occurring mercury or 



           25    fugitive mercury could be released by exposing it during 
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            1    mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur during the 



            2    milling process, and any mercury co-product would require 



            3    careful storage and transport.  



            4              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous 



            5    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good 



            6    response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.  



            7              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands 



            8    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



            9    subsistence and traditional land uses.  



           10              The proposed project would affect a total of 



           11    16,300 acres.  Of this, 10,000 acres would be located at 



           12    the mine site and related infrastructure.  And there would 



           13    be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pipeline, 



           14    and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands.  These areas 



           15    would be affected by -- the wetlands would be affected by 



           16    excavation filling and vegetation removal or other 



           17    disturbances.  And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and 



           18    wildlife habitat loss would occur or be reduced from the 



           19    16,300 acres affected.  And in addition to habitat loss, 



           20    there would be disturbance of individual animals.  



           21              We have already talked quite a bit about barge 



           22    traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would 



           23    also be affected by the loss of land to development.  



           24              Here are some more examples of issues and 



           25    concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 
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            1    cultural resources and recreation.  Community life would 



            2    be affected by a large new workforce of 3,000 workers 



            3    during the construction period and 1,400 for the permanent 



            4    operation of the mine.  There will be new employment and 



            5    income, but there would also be many effects on community 



            6    life and human health.  Cultural resources, both 



            7    archeological and historical, that exist in the area might 



            8    also be disturbed or destroyed by construction and 



            9    operations.  



           10              Recreation and visual resources might also be 



           11    affected, including the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail 



           12    might also be affected by new structures and mining 



           13    operations.  



           14              For all of the issues that are identified, we 



           15    will look first to avoid the impacts if we can.  



           16    Otherwise, we will minimize them as much as possible and, 



           17    if necessary, we will look at ways to mitigate for them.  



           18              To conclude, we know that the proposed project 



           19    and land resources are important to you.  And we would 



           20    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get 



           21    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most 



           22    important thing by being here tonight.  And we also ask 



           23    that you visit our website at donlingoldeis.com or contact 



           24    me directly at 753-2780 is my direct phone line, or you 



           25    can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the 
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            1    slide.  



            2              If you have any tribal matters, you can contact 



            3    our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number 



            4    and e-mail are also provided.  These are also available on 



            5    the donlingoldeis.com website.  



            6              Amanda and I have had two tribal teleconferences 



            7    so far to discuss cooperating agency status and 



            8    government-to-government consultation.  Those were held on 



            9    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have 



           10    others.  And we will try to contact the tribes that we 



           11    haven't heard back from.  We have heard back from most of 



           12    them and there have been a number that haven't responded, 



           13    but we will make another effort.  And in addition to 



           14    participating in the EIS, tribal governments also have the 



           15    opportunity to enter into government-to-government 



           16    consultation.  It's a separate process from the EIS, but 



           17    we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.  



           18    And they will best contact Amanda, but also myself if you 



           19    have any concerns related to tribal issues.  



           20              That concludes the presentation.  So I'll 



           21    answer if there is any remaining questions; otherwise, we 



           22    will move into the period we set aside for taking 



           23    testimony, if anybody would like to make comments for the 



           24    record.  



           25                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.  
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            1    I'm concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the 



            2    water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and 



            3    the game we have because I know they are monitoring our 



            4    fish and game right now and water, doing all that to get 



            5    information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while 



            6    the mine is in operation and also after.  



            7              My concern is if there are any changes during 



            8    that time, during that 27 years they are going to have 



            9    that operation going on, if there is any changes in any 



           10    fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do 



           11    something about it?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  You mean -- 



           13                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  In case you have a leak.  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess, you know, 



           15    the -- there will be conditions --



           16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You have got to compare 



           17    from before it starts and after it starts and during.  



           18    Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting all 



           19    that game.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess there would -- all of 



           21    the permits that -- I mean, I can definitely speak for the 



           22    Corps of Engineers and I expect for other agencies as 



           23    well.  There will be conditions on the permit that will 



           24    be, you know, identified through the EIS process to 



           25    protect the resources.  If there is -- you know, air 
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            1    quality and water quality are, you know, usually regulated 



            2    by State permits, and they will have standards on those.  



            3    If those are exceeded, you know, then measures will be 



            4    taken to require them to come into compliance.  So that -- 



            5    you know, that's the way that the air and water quality 



            6    would be protected throughout the life of the mine.  



            7              For fish, you know, if they were -- the State 



            8    Fish & Game has requirements for -- they would have to 



            9    have a fish habitat permit.  If they were to violate that, 



           10    they would have to come into compliance.  So, you know, 



           11    once the permits are issued, you know, there would be 



           12    conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.  



           13    If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know, 



           14    they would be in violation.  So that's --



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think one other thing 



           16    to add to that is there is a formal monitoring plan as 



           17    part of the operational plan, part of the permit 



           18    application from Donlin.  So just where you started, you 



           19    need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over time 



           20    and to compare it.  That's exactly right.  That's what the 



           21    monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.  



           22    Many environmental dimensions would be monitored on an 



           23    ongoing basis.  



           24              And just like you are suggesting, they have to 



           25    adjust.  If they identify changes, they would have to 
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            1    adjust the engineering and the technical work at the mine 



            2    or the management in order to respond to any changes in 



            3    any of those environmental dimensions.



            4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  Thank you.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



            6    go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to 



            7    testify.  If there is no last questions, we will get those 



            8    and call the people to provide those comments.



            9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  This is Evelyn Thomas 



           10    again.  What kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditional 



           11    land use.  What -- what is your take on that?  What is -- 



           12    what's that -- how is that part of this?  What would 



           13    you -- why is it even in there if you know you are going 



           14    to deal with Calista and TKC and you don't deal with the 



           15    tribes?  And you have traditional land use of the areas 



           16    that are going to be affected.  How is that addressed in 



           17    this EIS?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are dealing with the 



           19    tribes.  We have invited tribes to be cooperating 



           20    agencies, and Crooked Creek is one of those.



           21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  About the traditional 



           22    land use loss.  Okay.  I saw this.  Okay.  And you are 



           23    going down river from Crooked Creek.  Okay.  But the 



           24    people most affected by not using the areas -- let's say 



           25    if they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline 
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            1    route to go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't 



            2    go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to 



            3    affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people, 



            4    Sleetmute people and Stony River people much more than 



            5    from Napaimute on down.  Okay.  This is our -- and this 



            6    is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a 



            7    lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and 



            8    gathering and trapping areas.  And that's going to be part 



            9    of this, or is it just going to be mentioned and then 



           10    left?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be part of it.  



           12    That would be -- you know, we will look at the existing 



           13    use of the area and look at how that will be affected by 



           14    the proposed project.  And yes, that will be considered in 



           15    the EIS process.



           16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  Because TKC and 



           17    Calista may own the surface and the subsurface lands back 



           18    there, but they don't live here.  They don't use the land 



           19    every day such as we do.  We have not had any meetings 



           20    with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the 



           21    closest one to this project.  They have not brought us to 



           22    the table.  They have not talked of our concerns here in 



           23    Crooked Creek.  We would like to see them here discussing 



           24    these things with us also at -- at a public meeting like 



           25    this, both those organizations.  
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            1              Because we live here.  Okay.  We are the ones 



            2    giving up the most.  Our traditional ways -- we are -- 



            3    it's being squeezed.  If we are not going to be able to 



            4    use this land, we are going to have more and more 



            5    dependence on public assistance.  If we should not be 



            6    working back at the mine or have the qualifications that, 



            7    say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we 



            8    don't meet this or we don't meet that, then we won't be 



            9    able to be working back there.  But yet we can't go 



           10    hunting and fishing on our traditional areas.  So how is 



           11    that going to be brought into the EIS?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's brought into the 



           13    EIS by -- in the first place, you mentioned that you're 



           14    denied.  It will be on the record.  You are welcome to 



           15    provide any other comments and concerns to us if you 



           16    haven't adequately expressed them tonight.  You have a 



           17    government-to-government, you know, venue to pursue.  



           18              As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, I guess 



           19    that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control 



           20    over them.  I guess that's between you and them.  I guess 



           21    I don't know what -- you said you thought they would 



           22    prevent you from taking control over who worked at the 



           23    mine site?  



           24                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  No.  That's not what I 



           25    meant.  What I meant was they control access to 
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            1    traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap 



            2    and fish.  They could potentially keep us from going on 



            3    those because the mine is going to have safety concerns.  



            4    They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get 



            5    hurt.  Okay?  And they are going to have their business.  



            6    They are going to look out for liability.  All right?  So 



            7    they are going to want to have everybody staying away from 



            8    there.  So the people of this community and these closer 



            9    communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if 



           10    we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to replace 



           11    that?  Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and 



           12    pick berries or, you know -- you see what I'm saying?  



           13              Because we have not -- we have not been able to 



           14    bring Calista and TKC to the table for this.  They made 



           15    all of these deals back there without the community of 



           16    Crooked Creek involved.  They mentioned they were going to 



           17    do this.  



           18              Crooked Creek does support the development of 



           19    this mine, but we also can't continue to give up all of 



           20    everything and expect to continue to go on with it.  We 



           21    can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tribal 



           22    members.  People my age are probably not -- I'm not going 



           23    to see any benefit from any development back there.  I'll 



           24    be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.  



           25    These little guys right here, they are going to be the 
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            1    ones that have to live with whatever decisions we make 



            2    now.  And if they don't know how to live off the land like 



            3    we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us.  Okay.  



            4    That's a loss to us.  We cannot continue to agree to give 



            5    up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to 



            6    replace it, even if we have a job back there.  If we can't 



            7    continue to do that -- I hear it all the time.  There is a 



            8    big concern about that.  I hear it.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  I understand your concern, and 



           10    it's a legitimate concern that, you know -- and like I 



           11    said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will 



           12    consider it, the fact that you feel like because the mine 



           13    will be there you will be prevented from accessing that 



           14    area and any other areas that -- 



           15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  We already are.  



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  -- the corporations feel may 



           17    be -- which may provide a safety or security risk.



           18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yeah.  They are afraid 



           19    somebody will get hurt.  Liability.  They are afraid of 



           20    liability.  But you can't -- we already do not go back 



           21    there for our traditional hunting and trapping.  My family 



           22    hunted and trapped back there.  David John's family hunted 



           23    and trapped back there for years and years and years.  



           24    Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would.  And we don't go 



           25    there anymore.  It's not ours anymore.  We can't go there 
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            1    anymore.  Okay.  You can't even go back there and pick 



            2    berries, and that place is covered with blueberries.  But 



            3    we can't go back there as the general public.  And Calista 



            4    owns the subsurface.  TKC owns the surface.  Okay.  



            5              So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want, 



            6    it's too bad.  All right?  But it's genocide to us to 



            7    continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace 



            8    it.  See?  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, we understand your 



           10    concern.  It's in the record.  I guess we -- as I said, we 



           11    can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's 



           12    in the record and it will be considered in the EIS.  And, 



           13    you know, once it's in the draft EIS, you will have an 



           14    opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed 



           15    that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.  



           16    But again, yes, I agree it's a legitimate concern, one 



           17    that we may not have a lot of control over but, you know, 



           18    it will be considered and we will do what we can.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So first of all, Evelyn 



           20    speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture -- 



           21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.  



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- and of the history -- 



           23                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- of this community.  And 



           25    I think we -- we shiver a little bit to hear the power of 
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            1    your testimony.  The EIS has a certain job to do.  And 



            2    it's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns 



            3    about the forces of change in the region, but we are going 



            4    to work hard to do the best job in the EIS.  So your 



            5    comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what 



            6    are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the 



            7    project footprint, what are the estimated effects on 



            8    traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough 



            9    about that.  



           10              Now, it's going to start with those subsistence 



           11    and traditional land use studies.  The State subsistence 



           12    division has been visiting in the communities in the last 



           13    three or four years and put together new subsistence use 



           14    maps and so on.  That's just the beginning of 



           15    documentation on this.  We are going to try and go through 



           16    that information, synthesize it and estimate what those 



           17    effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.  



           18    You are going to help us get it right because the draft 



           19    EIS is a document -- it's out for several weeks, for 



           20    months for the communities to review and to provide 



           21    comments on.  



           22              And I do want to say in all sincerity that the 



           23    spirit of this is we are going to learn together.  We are 



           24    going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a lot 



           25    of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        44







            1    traditional use areas.  I know that.  I sat in this 



            2    village and did maps with people in the 1980s.  It's work, 



            3    and people do it because they want it to matter.  So we 



            4    are going to recognize and respect the effort that's 



            5    already in those studies.  And the testimony, the 



            6    questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do 



            7    our best in that draft EIS.  I can tell you that.  But we 



            8    are going to leave some things out.  We are not going to 



            9    get it all the first time we try.  And so the public 



           10    review of the draft EIS is very, very important.  



           11              And that's where -- so our job is to fully 



           12    disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly 



           13    can about what were the existing conditions and what are 



           14    the likely changes under the project, the potential 



           15    environmental effects.  That's what an EIS does.  And then 



           16    it goes in front of the agencies to make permitting 



           17    decisions.  But I really want to say you are going to help 



           18    us do a good job on that along the way.  We have several 



           19    years to work on this.  It's not going to be an overnight 



           20    or a slipshod piece of work.  It's going to be a detailed, 



           21    careful piece of work.  And we are going to bring it back 



           22    to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.  



           23              Don has emphasized that the government is not 



           24    going to manage private landowners.  And in almost all the 



           25    ways that is true.  Air emissions that would go off of 
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            1    private land -- there are a few things where they are 



            2    regulated, but this EIS is not going to change land 



            3    ownership, private land ownership.  



            4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  That's not what I'm 



            5    talking about here, Taylor.  What we are talking about is 



            6    traditional land use.  Okay.  We are not talking about who 



            7    owns the land or anything else.  Personally I don't care 



            8    who owns the land.  It's our traditional area.  This is 



            9    going to come up throughout this process.  I know it.  And 



           10    I need answers, too, because I don't have any to tell 



           11    anybody when they ask me about it.  It is a very sensitive 



           12    subject.  



           13              And this is the biggest part of this whole thing 



           14    is everybody is concerned about -- look at the Red Devil 



           15    Mine.  When it was going there was a lot of jobs in the 



           16    area.  Everything was going along good.  It closed in 



           17    1971.  What was left?  What was left?  Red Devil is, you 



           18    know, Red Devil.  I mean, it's got a huge runway, and who 



           19    uses it?  What benefit did it bring to this area?  



           20    Nothing, you know.  And they are gone.  



           21              Is that what's going to happen to Crooked Creek, 



           22    too?  You know -- 



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the boom and bust 



           24    cycle.  What could be the boom and bust cycle is another 



           25    kind of question to be addressed in the EIS.  
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            1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  It's going to come up.  



            2    It comes up all the time over here.  I have to bring it to 



            3    you.



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's good input.  That's 



            5    what we are here for.  So thank you for speaking quite 



            6    frankly about it.  There are some other people who also 



            7    have ideas.  



            8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  My name is 



            9    Barbara Crane-Kinzy.  I'm from Sleetmute, like him.  And 



           10    our traditional harvesting is on a timeline basis.  Like 



           11    she said, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up 



           12    and pick them.  When it's time to get beaver -- you know, 



           13    there is a timeline for everything, everything that we 



           14    harvest.  We are here today and we are gone tomorrow, like 



           15    she says.  And I pray to God that my great, great 



           16    grandchildren will be able to go out and do the 



           17    traditional things that we do years and years way down 



           18    past 27 -- what you said, 26?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  27 and a half years.  



           20                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINSEY:  I hope the land 



           21    is rich and bountiful for them as it is -- as it has been 



           22    for us.  And you said there is job opportunities for the 



           23    communities.  What I want to know is, are you guys going 



           24    to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain 



           25    these jobs?  Is there training available?  Is there an 
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            1    outline where each and every one that may have an 



            2    opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is 



            3    there something that they can say, hey, I can do this; you 



            4    know, I want to try this out?  Where is the -- the 



            5    training in this for, you know, our people?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess my understanding is 



            7    that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with 



            8    trying to hire local people that -- again, the impacts to 



            9    the local communities will be, you know, addressed in the 



           10    EIS.  I guess I don't have specifics in that regard at 



           11    this time but, you know, it is something that is 



           12    considered is the effects on the local communities.  



           13                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I've heard 



           14    testimonies of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying 



           15    oh, yeah, they hired this guy from way down states come up 



           16    to flip pancakes for us.  And it's, what, there is a lot 



           17    of us over here that know how to cook, you know.  There is 



           18    lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our 



           19    people need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so 



           20    that we can get off welfare.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess the reason that we had 



           22    it on the slide is it's one of the issues that we are 



           23    aware of and will be addressed.  So the fact that we had 



           24    it on the slide, you know, we are planning to look at that 



           25    in the EIS.
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            1                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  Doi.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



            3    go into the formal comments?  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think on the sign-in 



            5    sheets there was a little column that said would you like 



            6    to testify, yes or no.  And it might seem a little formal.  



            7    We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's 



            8    Evelyn.  And we will hear Evelyn's formal comments here, 



            9    but then if anybody else would like to make additional 



           10    comments, of course we would be happy to hear it.  So 



           11    whether you signed it or not, we are here to listen.  We 



           12    are here to learn.  



           13              Now I think it's time to turn to Evelyn's formal 



           14    comments, and then we will make room for anybody else 



           15    after that.  



           16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'm Evelyn Thomas, the 



           17    Crooked Creek Tribal Council president.  Over the past, I 



           18    don't know, several years we have known that this time was 



           19    coming.  And over this time there has been different 



           20    comments and different questions and different concerns 



           21    brought up to the traditional council, to either myself or 



           22    to other people who have served on the traditional 



           23    council.  There is great concern for the loss of our 



           24    traditional ways of life, okay, how the -- the land and 



           25    the water and the air is going to be protected throughout 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        49







            1    all of this.  We hear horror stories all the time of 



            2    things going wrong everywhere all over.  



            3              So far we have had a good relationship with 



            4    Donlin Gold Project.  They have always been up front and 



            5    very honest with whatever we have asked of them.  We do 



            6    understand our environment.  It comes from generations of 



            7    our people living in this area, that it's just like you 



            8    just know.  It's passed down.  You know, like we know what 



            9    season we need to get fish.  We know what season we need 



           10    to get the berries.  We know what season to get the 



           11    lauhyuks [ph] and the angukaqs.  We know these things and 



           12    we know this area that we live in.  There is concern about 



           13    the loss of that way of life.  



           14              We also know that with jobs comes problems.  And 



           15    as the people who live here and have lived here for 



           16    generations, we are part of the environment of this area.  



           17    We know that this project, it will bring much needed money 



           18    and jobs into this area.  However, there is going to also 



           19    bring the bad stuff.  The drugs and the alcohol will be 



           20    here.  



           21              Look at now.  The Crooked Creek Traditional 



           22    Council makes payroll twice a month.  As soon as we are 



           23    going to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the 



           24    alcohol into the community to be sold.  So there will be 



           25    more of that.  
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            1              There has been positives for this community.  



            2    There has also been negatives for this community.  And we 



            3    know that we are going to have to find a balance between 



            4    those two things.  But they -- the concerns that were 



            5    brought up tonight are very real.  There is worry about 



            6    the water.  There is worry about the air.  We hear it all 



            7    the time.  Those questions need to be answered to our 



            8    people as well as you can answer them to everyone here.  



            9    This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare -- 



           10    welfare economy.  And we welcome it.  



           11              We don't want to go into it and to do things 



           12    here like anything goes.  You see what we are saying?  We 



           13    are saying we don't want to do it -- okay.  You want to do 



           14    that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give 



           15    three people in this village a job.  We want to be sure 



           16    that it is done in a safe and responsible manner.  



           17              We want -- the people of our community and the 



           18    surrounding community, especially upriver, they have 



           19    people working at the mine, too.  Sleetmute will be an 



           20    invaluable addition to our meetings because they live ten 



           21    miles from Red Devil.  What was their impacts from that 



           22    mine when it was going on?  I know some of them were 



           23    pretty bad.  People from Crooked Creek worked up there, 



           24    and I know some of the impacts on Crooked Creek were 



           25    pretty bad.  
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            1              I have a paper prepared for whoever wants to 



            2    take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had; 



            3    you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's 



            4    going to happen if the -- because we drink water from the 



            5    creek and we use water from the creek for washing and 



            6    cleaning and things like that.  What's going to happen if 



            7    they use so much water that we don't have enough for 



            8    Crooked Creek to use?  Okay.  And supposedly the water is 



            9    owned by the State of Alaska, I guess.  I don't think 



           10    there is any private ownership.  How can we make sure we 



           11    have enough water for our community?  You know, things 



           12    like this, these are going to come up.  



           13              They are all in this paper here.  And I will 



           14    give you a copy to take with you.  I've given one to April 



           15    already so she will be prepared for it.  But that's all I 



           16    have to say.  



           17              I thank you.  Especially I want to thank the 



           18    Army Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two 



           19    years ago when we flooded.  They were -- when we called up 



           20    to ask them for permission to build over there by the 



           21    airport because we couldn't get permission from TKC to 



           22    build and if we could use gravel from the river, we had an 



           23    answer from the Army Corps in two hours.  So they helped 



           24    us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt 



           25    for our people who had lost everything.  So we thank you 
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            1    for that.  Thank you.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody that didn't sign up 



            3    wish to make comments?  If not, I thank you again for 



            4    coming.  Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com.  My 



            5    contact information is available on the website.  Or if 



            6    you would like, you can stop by and I'll give it to you.  



            7    If you have any concerns, you can contact -- 



            8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  On your website 



            9    can we see other people's comments?  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Eventually they will be 



           11    posted, yes.  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  After all of the meetings 



           13    the transcripts will be summarized in a report, and that 



           14    report will be on the website to kind of gather together 



           15    the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of 



           16    the communities together.  So that's going to be a little 



           17    while.  We finish the meetings in the end of March, and 



           18    it's about May before that report will be posted.



           19                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I want it to be 



           20    like Facebook where I can add another comment.  



           21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know if people saw 



           22    the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.  



           23    Another newsletter will come out to summarize the scoping 



           24    meetings.  So some of the biggest issues will be 



           25    summarized in there.  And then the scoping report will be 
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            1    quite lengthy.  There will be a lot of detail in that 



            2    report.



            3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'd like to -- one 



            4    more thank you.  Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when 



            5    the State of Alaska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up 



            6    here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly.  They 



            7    refused to come for eight hours for up to two days.  



            8    Donlin Gold did come in here.  They showed -- they showed 



            9    me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that 



           10    they were willing to put themselves out to make sure that 



           11    we didn't have any loss of life.  So there was that -- 



           12    there is that positive.  They have worked hard to build 



           13    this trust between the village and them, and we very much 



           14    appreciated that because I believe that we would have lost 



           15    Elders and infants during that time if we hadn't been able 



           16    to get them out of here and into Donlin Gold where they 



           17    took us.  And they weren't ready for babies and old people 



           18    and whatever.  And we thank them for that also.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  If there is no more comments, 



           20    again, thanks for coming.  



           21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we will hang around 



           22    after.  Please feel free to visit with any of the agency 



           23    representatives with any other questions or comments.  We 



           24    would welcome it.  Thanks so much for coming tonight.  



           25    It's a huge group of folks.  We are really pleased to see 
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            1    the turn out.  So thank you.  



            2               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2               (Invocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  We will get started.  I'd like

  4    to welcome you to the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold

  5    Project environmental impact statement, also known as an

  6    EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle.  I'm from the U.S. Army Corps

  7    of Engineers.  I'm the project manager for the EIS.  There

  8    are a number of cooperating agencies here who will

  9    participate in the EIS.  And we also have a third-party

 10    contractor here.  I'll take a minute to let them introduce

 11    themselves.  Let's do the agencies first.

 12                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  My name is

 13    Doug Ballou.  I'm with the Bureau of Land Management, the

 14    Anchorage field office.  We are a cooperator on this

 15    environmental impact study, and I'm really glad that you

 16    are here tonight.  We are very interested in hearing your

 17    input and feedback on the various issues that this study

 18    will be addressing.  So again, thank you for coming out.

 19    And I'll be available after the meeting if you have any

 20    specific questions related to BLM's role in this process.

 21    Thank you.

 22                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is

 23    Mark Jen.  I'm with the EPA, and we're a cooperating

 24    agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the development

 25    of the environmental impact statement and to address
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  1    impacts associated with the Donlin Gold mining project.

  2    And so you have got all the federal and State agencies

  3    here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your

  4    comments.  So thank you very much.

  5                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the State

  6    of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and we are also

  7    a cooperating agency.  And if you have any specific

  8    questions related to the State, I might not have all the

  9    answers, as I represent kind of a lot of different

 10    departments, but I'll either get back to you or have an

 11    answer.  So please come and see me after the presentation

 12    if you have any specific questions for the State.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And I'm Taylor Brelsford.

 14    It's really special to be back working for a project in

 15    the Kuskokwim River.  It's been many, many years since my

 16    family was young living in Sleetmute and again in Aniak.

 17              I work as a contractor for the Army Corps of

 18    Engineers, and our responsibility -- I work with a company

 19    called URS Corporation.  And our responsibility is to help

 20    prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to

 21    support the Army Corps of Engineers on this EIS.

 22                    MR. MOXIE ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie

 23    Alexie.  I'm from Sleetmute.  I'm with URS as part of the

 24    Donlin Gold Project with the EIS team with URS.  And it's

 25    good to be back in my home area.
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  1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Welcome home.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  We'll move now into the

  3    program.  Feel free to ask any questions as we go along.

  4    If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify

  5    yourself, give us your name for the record.

  6              Okay.  We will move into the agenda.  This is

  7    the agenda for this evening, just to provide with you an

  8    idea of the topics that we are going to cover.  We have

  9    done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk about

 10    the purpose of tonight's meeting.  And then we will

 11    provide the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to

 12    provide a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has

 13    proposed it.  And we will summarize a few of the issues as

 14    a way of inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get

 15    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.

 16              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed an

 17    open pit gold mine ten miles up Crooked Creek, which I

 18    guess you know is located on the Kuskokwim River.  And in

 19    order to comply with the National Environmental Policy

 20    Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

 21    will be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the

 22    potential impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor

 23    an opponent of the project.  The EIS will be used in

 24    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other

 25    agencies.  And the scoping meetings are the first step in
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  1    the EIS process.

  2              This map gives an orientation to the project

  3    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

  4    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.

  5    As you can see, it's a remote area with little development

  6    to date.  There are no existing roads to the region.  The

  7    map shows that the existing transportation and energy

  8    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral

  9    Alaska.

 10              The proposed mine would require all new

 11    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of

 12    these would be subject to permitting before they could

 13    proceed.

 14              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

 15    supply links to the proposed project.  The transportation

 16    logistics for the mine include cargo and fuel from the

 17    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in

 18    Dutch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then

 19    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go

 20    to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well.  And the

 21    fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge

 22    landing that would be constructed at Jungjuk.  There would

 23    also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring

 24    in natural gas for the mill.

 25              We are now going to take a look at the EIS
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  1    process, and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in

  2    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act

  3    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

  4    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this

  5    case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits

  6    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of

  7    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits

  8    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to

  9    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed

 10    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

 11    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies

 12    to make their permit decisions.

 13              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is

 14    also required to complete a public interest review and an

 15    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,

 16    which requires that we select the least environmentally

 17    damaging practicable alternative.  We will incorporate the

 18    information necessary for these determinations into the

 19    EIS.

 20              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and

 21    the regional organization will all work together on the

 22    EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected based upon their

 23    permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  As an

 24    example, the project would occur on BLM and State of

 25    Alaska lands, so they will evaluate whether to issue
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  1    right-of-way permits for use of these lands.  Tribal

  2    governments and regional cooperators participate to

  3    contribute specialized knowledge about the local area,

  4    resources and land use.

  5              The Donlin Gold Project will require many

  6    federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides

  7    six examples, and I'll mention two of them and ask you to

  8    read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would

  9    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United

 10    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit

 11    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.

 12              Also, since a portion of the pipeline project

 13    would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate a

 14    right-of-way application.  You can find a more

 15    comprehensive list of the required permits on the Donlin

 16    Gold application, which can be found on the project

 17    website.

 18              There are also many permits required from the

 19    State of Alaska.  Three departments of the State

 20    government are noted here.  For example, over 60 percent

 21    of the pipeline would be installed on State lands, so the

 22    Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a

 23    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental

 24    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and

 25    air quality permits, and the Department of Fish & Game has
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  1    permitting responsibility to protect fish habitat.

  2              So this overview of permits has shown why the

  3    various agencies are involved in the EIS.  So we will now

  4    turn to the milestones of an EIS.  Some of you may be

  5    familiar with the steps in preparing an EIS.  The diagram

  6    on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking

  7    from now till November 2015.

  8              On December 14th of last year, a Notice of

  9    Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal

 10    Register, and that was the kickoff for the EIS.  And we --

 11    at that point we began scoping on December 14th, and that

 12    will continue through March 29th of this year.  And during

 13    that period we will be having scoping meetings, one of

 14    which is why we are here tonight.  And we will also be

 15    taking comments on the project.  You can find more

 16    information on the website and submit comments through the

 17    website, as well.

 18              The information that we gather during the

 19    scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EIS,

 20    which is expected to be completed about August of 2014.

 21    That's an estimated time, the best we can estimate at this

 22    point.  That could change, but that's what we are

 23    projecting right now.  The draft will then be put out for

 24    public review.  And again, we will have a round of

 25    meetings similar to what we are having now.  And we will
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  1    also solicit comments on the project again.

  2              Using the information gathered on the draft, we

  3    will prepare the final EIS, which we expect to be

  4    completed in October 2015.  Then the final EIS will be

  5    used by the agencies involved to make their permit

  6    decisions, and each agency will prepare their own Record

  7    of Decision.  And those are expected to be done about

  8    November of 2015.

  9              The most important thing to note from this slide

 10    are the two gold-colored circles.  Those are the scoping

 11    period and the comment period on the draft.  And those are

 12    the best opportunities to provide input into the project.

 13    And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any

 14    comments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed

 15    in the draft EIS.  So it's important that you get your

 16    comments to us by then.

 17              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 18    information and to listen to residents in the affected

 19    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The

 20    first is to share information about the proposed project.

 21    And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation

 22    tonight.  And as I mentioned, you can also get information

 23    on the website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as

 24    well.

 25              The next -- second purpose is to provide
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  1    information about EIS milestones.  And that's what we

  2    showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overview

  3    for the time frame for the EIS.  And the next two are to

  4    identify issues and concerns to examine in the EIS and to

  5    identify useful information from communities.  And we are

  6    counting on you to help us with these last two.  We would

  7    like to know what you would like to see addressed in the

  8    EIS and if you have information that we can use to make

  9    informed decisions.

 10              This is a schedule for our scoping meetings.

 11    And the first week we are -- we started with the villages

 12    nearest the project.  The second week will be focused on

 13    the lower Kuskokwim River.  And the third week we will be

 14    traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.

 15    And the final round will be in the middle Yukon and upper

 16    Kuskokwim.

 17              In this map the color scheme represents the many

 18    subregions of the project area.  And it helps to show how

 19    the scoping plan was developed.  For example, the orange

 20    dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest to

 21    the project area.  And in this subregion we are holding

 22    meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the

 23    mine site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub.

 24    For the other subregions, meetings will similarly be held

 25    in the subregional hubs.
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  1              Okay.  We will stop here to see if there is any

  2    questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Any questions

  3    before we move on?

  4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Are you going to be

  5    having meetings all the way down toward Nunivak Island?

  6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Not actually on Nunivak

  7    Island, but on the Bering Sea coast between the mouth of

  8    the Kuskokwim and the mouth of the Yukon River.

  9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Is that because of the

 10    barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to

 11    have meetings out there?

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I'm setting a bad

 13    example.  This is Taylor speaking.  It's Evelyn Thomas who

 14    asked the question.  Go ahead.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  We are looking at any --

 16    we have looked at all -- we identified the region and the

 17    communities that could -- any that could potentially be

 18    affected by the proposed project.  And yes, that could

 19    include any affected by navigation.  It could also be any

 20    of them affected by socioeconomic effects.  So any of that

 21    could in any way be affected by the project.

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the project area is

 23    going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates

 24    all the way to the Kuskokwim Valley and down; and then the

 25    entire YK Delta, the Calista shareholder villages, are all
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  1    connected to the potential economics of this project.  So

  2    that's how the 66 villages within the project area became

  3    part of the definition of the project area.

  4              The direct environmental effects, like effects

  5    on water or noise disturbance, barging, those might be

  6    more concentrated on the Kuskokwim River Valley, the

  7    Kuskokwim River region, but the other communities have had

  8    a history of employment in the project and may have some

  9    participation in the socioeconomic aspects of the project

 10    as it goes forward.

 11                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I didn't see Stony

 12    River and Sleetmute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that

 13    list, and they, too, will be affected by this.

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  As we have tried to explain,

 15    we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using

 16    a regional hub approach to get to as many of the

 17    communities as we have.  There is information also

 18    available on the website.  There is newsletters going out

 19    to all those communities so they will have an opportunity

 20    to provide information and to get information about the

 21    project and to provide their comments to us in those

 22    matters.

 23                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You know that topic --

 24    Are you going to go up to Lime Village, also, way up and

 25    down all these villages?  There are people from up there
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  1    that will be affected, also.

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to ask one

  3    more time for folks to please say your names so it can be

  4    on the court recorder on the transcript.  I do want to say

  5    it's a little bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's

  6    important is that we have to go back through and code all

  7    of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the

  8    comments that are made during the meeting.  So please help

  9    us out to be sure that we get a good, complete

 10    documentation of the meeting.  And I know it's a little

 11    annoying, but please do say your name when you have a

 12    question.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know.  Maybe we could

 14    go back to the previous slide.  It would show -- or the

 15    previous couple slides shows the communities that we will

 16    be going to.  Those are the communities that we will be

 17    going to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of

 18    their hub communities for the various subregional -- or

 19    the subregions.  And we are going to those areas to

 20    provide as much information as we can.  And there is --

 21    the others we are sending out newsletters to every

 22    resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing

 23    information on the website.  And I also provide my direct

 24    phone line and e-mail.

 25              So we are -- that's the approach we are taking
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  1    to gather as much information as we can.  We believe that

  2    it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input

  3    or to hear about the project and provide input.

  4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It is going to have a big

  5    impact on people that are closer to the project than the

  6    ones around the outskirts of it.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, we feel like

  8    there is potential impacts.  We identified all -- the

  9    total number of communities.  We looked at -- our tribal

 10    liaison, you know, contacted 66 communities.  Those were

 11    the ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the

 12    project, and we felt we needed to provide information to

 13    all of them.  And the approach we are taking, again, is to

 14    focus on the subregions.  And you know, we are not going

 15    to every community, but we feel the approach we are taking

 16    is providing an opportunity to every community to be part

 17    of the process.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, let me build on

 19    this a little bit.  I think the comments go to the

 20    question of fair play and that the communities that might

 21    be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be

 22    heard.  And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the

 23    subsistence use areas for the Stony River and Lime

 24    Village, and they should really and truly have a direct

 25    invitation, direct opportunity to participate.  I think
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  1    that's a really important scoping comment for us to have

  2    written down.  And I think some of the things that we can

  3    do -- Don is really emphasizing that we are trying to

  4    spread out the opportunity across the big region.  So

  5    that's one good idea.

  6              But the other one is to really have some direct

  7    contact with some of the communities that may not get to

  8    the meetings.  So we can make some follow-up phone calls

  9    to the tribe, corporation, city leaders as appropriate to

 10    kind of answer questions or emphasize the value of having

 11    your voice heard early in the EIS process and mention

 12    again the website or the newsletters.  I think what I hear

 13    from this is we ought to do a little better on individual

 14    outreach to some of those villages.  So I think that's a

 15    really good comment.

 16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You got plan A right now.

 17    Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  For outreach to the

 19    communities?  As I said, our tribal liaison has contacted

 20    or attempted to contact all 66 of those communities.

 21    She's made follow-up phone calls and e-mails at least

 22    twice so far to those.  And I expect she will continue to

 23    do that if we don't hear anything from, like you

 24    mentioned, Lime Village.  Yes, we can ask her to try to

 25    get in touch with them and see if there is some reason
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  1    that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically

  2    ask them, you know, if there is some reason -- if they

  3    have no interest in participating or if they simply

  4    haven't heard.  But as I said, she made several efforts so

  5    far to contact every community.

  6                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It would be good to make

  7    an effort instead of ignoring them.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And I don't -- thank

  9    you.  I don't believe we have ignored them.  And we will

 10    continue to make an effort.

 11                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  I appreciate the

 12    opportunity to have an input tonight.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we have some homework

 14    based on this comment.  We will make some follow-up calls.

 15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Evelyn Thomas, tribal

 16    council president of Crooked Creek.  There is a big

 17    concern.  I've mentioned it before.  Is this TKC and

 18    Calista going to allow exclusive use of this route where

 19    the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going

 20    to be?  We want to know if that's going to be closed off

 21    from us.  That's a question that we have that's really --

 22    that's for all of the river villages, more so than

 23    Napaimute or anywhere else.  If it's going to be closed

 24    off from us, I personally will have a problem.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  We will talk about that a
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  1    little bit later in the program, and if you still have

  2    questions at that point, please ask them again.

  3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I will.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Ready to move on, then?

  5    That was a good discussion to warm up.  Now we're ready to

  6    go into the pipeline components.  Not just the pipeline.

  7    The project components.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  As Taylor just said, we will

  9    move into a summary of the mining project as proposed by

 10    Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two

 11    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and

 12    NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands

 13    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista

 14    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim

 15    Corporation is the surface owner.

 16              As you can see, it's a very large project,

 17    expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per

 18    year for an expected life span of 27 and a half years.  It

 19    will process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

 20              We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be

 21    located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

 22    Cook Inlet into the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home

 23    to some 66 communities that might be affected by the

 24    project.  For many communities the project might affect

 25    lands and resources that are used for subsistence and
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  1    other livelihood activities.  This project will face an

  2    extensive set of legal requirements, many permits and many

  3    agencies involved.

  4              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows

  5    the time line from exploration to closure.  Donlin has

  6    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies

  7    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.

  8    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the

  9    first step of which is the scoping meetings, and that's

 10    why we are here tonight.  At the conclusion of the EIS

 11    process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny

 12    their permits.  If permits are issued, Donlin Gold can

 13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an

 14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

 15              At the conclusion of the active life of the

 16    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and

 17    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill

 18    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste

 19    treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility,

 20    and also the waste rock storage facilities.  The land

 21    would be recontoured and native vegetation would be

 22    planted.

 23              I'll turn to the major components of the

 24    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.

 25    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
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  1    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe,

  2    meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage

  3    permafrost.

  4              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the

  5    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using

  6    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the

  7    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this

  8    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

  9    the three forks of the George River.  The image of the

 10    block valve on the right side of the slide in the

 11    right-hand photo there shows that the pipeline

 12    right-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't

 13    block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way

 14    would be brushed every ten years to provide continued

 15    access for monitoring and maintenance, and that would be

 16    done by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not

 17    create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would

 18    allow access, but after construction no improved access

 19    for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.

 20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let's pause and see --

 21    Evelyn was here.  This was her question.  So again, I

 22    think what we want to emphasize, this picture is kind of

 23    hard to see in the room, but the right-of-way continues up

 24    this ridge, and it's brushed down low.  The trees grow up

 25    alongside.  But it's not fenced off.  So the important
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  1    thing is for the traditional land uses and subsistence in

  2    the upper Kuskokwim River or along the Alaska Range as it

  3    comes over to the Kuskokwim, it's not a barrier to

  4    subsistence uses to access for subsistence purposes.

  5    These block valves would be located about every 20 miles.

  6    Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.

  7    They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.

  8              So this was a really important question.  And I

  9    want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as

 10    we could.  So maybe that's enough of emphasizing on that

 11    one.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Will check with Evelyn when

 13    she gets back.

 14              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

 15    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west

 16    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim

 17    River Valley, and continue west to the mine site near

 18    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent

 19    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native

 20    corporation land.

 21              Note the blue segment in the middle where an

 22    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge

 23    and the Alaska Range.  This alternate route would separate

 24    at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at

 25    milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps
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  1    that this alternative is under consideration and will be

  2    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming

  3    summer.

  4              This slide shows the project components at the

  5    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.

  6    Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover

  7    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,

  8    1,850 feet deep near the end of the mine life.  Number two

  9    is the tailings impoundment, which technically is referred

 10    to as a waste treatment facility, and it would cover about

 11    2,350 acres, or three and a half square miles.  Tailings

 12    refer to the powder-like material that is left after the

 13    gold has been removed from the mill.

 14              Number three is the waste rock facility, which

 15    would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that's

 16    removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major

 17    facilities support the mill, which would process 59,000

 18    tons of ore per day.

 19              This is an overview of the transportation

 20    infrastructure.  The mine will require new or expanded

 21    port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and

 22    cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges

 23    they move up to a new barge landing near Jungjuk, and from

 24    there the cargo and fuel would be transferred along a new

 25    30-mile road that would be constructed to the mine site.
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  1    Also at the mine site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrip,

  2    and there would also be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage

  3    facility at the mine site.

  4              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

  5    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

  6    1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26

  7    acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge

  8    traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and

  9    diesel fuel.  The fuel would be needed to power the large

 10    mine equipment and trucks at the mine site.  The fuel

 11    barges would be double-hulled.

 12              The navigation season would be about 110 days

 13    per year.  There would be about three barge tows passing

 14    per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down

 15    the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at

 16    about any point on the river each day.  There will be four

 17    barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel

 18    barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 tons

 19    each.  Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gallons each.  The

 20    shipping season and the barge tow frequency and the number

 21    of barges loads would be roughly the same both during the

 22    construction period and during operation of the mine.

 23              Additional infrastructure includes a

 24    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

 25    construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs.  This
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  1    includes some smaller remote camps for pipeline

  2    construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and

  3    would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working

  4    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total

  5    workforce would be on site at any given time.

  6              We will stop now and see if there are any

  7    questions on the project and its components.  Any

  8    questions at this time before we move on?

  9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  The four barges a day,

 10    that would be throughout the life of the mine?  It would

 11    be every day for 30 years, about?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  There would be four barges per

 13    tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on

 14    average during the 110-day season.

 15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  And that would go on

 16    for the life of the mine?

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.

 18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Every year?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Every year and an estimated

 20    110 days per year navigation season with the most -- most

 21    days you would see three barges per day.

 22                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  And that's for

 23    30 years, every summer for 30 years?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Three to four years of

 25    construction and 27 and a half years of the mine life and
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  1    probably some period during the restoration period.

  2                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.

  3                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  My name is Janine

  4    Stewman.  What model are they using to go underneath the

  5    river?  What's their protection?  What is the model they

  6    are using to do the piping underneath the river?  How are

  7    they going to guarantee there won't be a leak?  How are

  8    they going to assure us of that?  How would we get that

  9    information?

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  The guarantee -- the

 11    pipeline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHMSA, or

 12    the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety

 13    Administration, and they will review the pipeline to

 14    ensure the safety of it.  As far as a model for going

 15    underneath, I'm not sure exactly how that was modeled

 16    or -- as I understand it, it will be well beneath the bed,

 17    I believe even through the bedrock, and there will be

 18    block valves every two feet -- I'm sorry -- every 20 miles

 19    along the pipeline, so if there is a leak detected, it

 20    would stop the flow of gas.  But the main responsibility

 21    for that would be PHMSA.

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it might be helpful to

 23    say all of this starts with geotechnical studies.  So they

 24    actually study the rock and the stability and what

 25    engineering features, and they use that in order to design
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  1    the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling

  2    exercises.  Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor

  3    that comes out of the federal regulations.  And then all

  4    of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk

  5    of spill.

  6              And then much further down the road there are

  7    spill response plans and obligations in the permits so

  8    that if there were ever an uncontrolled release, a spill

  9    of some sort, the safety measures would be in place.  The

 10    block valves would be one, but then the spill response,

 11    the equipment on site, the personnel who are trained to

 12    respond to a spill.  There is kind of a train of things to

 13    prevent first, and then have -- have well-established

 14    procedures to respond if there ever were a release.

 15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  How would they do the

 16    inspection on that?  Because you said they are going to do

 17    inspections.  So that would be one question I would like

 18    to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there

 19    is no leak.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Inspect the part that's

 21    under --

 22                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.  Because that

 23    would be hard to inspect, I think.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not very familiar

 25    with that, but I expect it would be done remotely, that
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  1    they would, you know, tell by pressure sensors or --

  2                   MR. JOHN THOMAS:  They send a pig down it.

  3    They call it a pig.  That's how they check inside a pipe.

  4                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  The other question to

  5    that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be involved

  6    in that?  Because they monitor me.  I'm a fuel vendor.

  7    They monitor me because I'm on the river.  So I'm assuming

  8    they are going to want to be a part of that.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  If you are on the river -- I

 10    talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to

 11    be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had

 12    if there were any structures crossing the river, and there

 13    are not.  It's beneath the river.  And I don't believe

 14    that they will have --

 15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  They don't have any

 16    questions?

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  I believe as long as it's

 18    well beneath the bed of the river.  But they will

 19    certainly be involved later in the process.  I mean, we

 20    will contact them to, you know, see what they have for

 21    comments and --

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there are probably a

 23    couple of parts going on.  First, this was John Thomas

 24    that provided information about the pig.

 25                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Which sounds right.
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  1    I know we send pigs from the barge to the -- when we do a

  2    field dispensing from the barge to the tank farm, but I

  3    wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think, as Don is

  5    saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are

  6    really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline

  7    safety.  Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those

  8    steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes

  9    and the protective measures that you are quite familiar

 10    with.  I don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this

 11    case.  And most of what we think the Coast Guard would

 12    focus on here would be more navigation, particularly at

 13    the mouth where a lot of traffic might be involved in

 14    bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.

 15              So there is a lot of little pieces to this

 16    project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of

 17    clarify who might be doing which parts of it.

 18                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  On that model, before

 19    I give it over, do they show how many times it crosses the

 20    river from -- you know --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  From Cook Inlet to the mine

 22    site?

 23                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Moxie, could you go to the

 25    map?  So there are eight major river crossings with the
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  1    horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD.

  2    Come forward to the pipeline components.  So the eight

  3    major river systems have these gold stars, and then there

  4    are dozens -- there are somewhere in the neighborhood of

  5    hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies

  6    that are crossed.  And there are several techniques that

  7    are used in those, depending on whether they have

  8    anadromous salmon runs or not.  And some of them involve

  9    trenching and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a

 10    time where it would not affect the fish resources.

 11              There is a very detailed listing of this in the

 12    plan of development for the pipeline that is available on

 13    the website.  So it's possible to kind of follow a lot of

 14    details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the

 15    more thorough documentation behind it.

 16                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was going to ask about

 17    the pollution from the generators they are going to have

 18    back there.  There will be a lot of pollution coming out

 19    that will come down here probably.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  From generators at the mine

 21    site?

 22                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was asking about the

 23    pollution from the generators.  And like, you know --

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't have specific details

 25    on that, other than I can assure you that it will
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  1    certainly be addressed.  And it's a real concern and it

  2    will be addressed in the EIS at length.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there is a little bit

  4    more to the question.  Air quality, protecting air quality

  5    and understanding what emissions might come from the power

  6    generator or any of the trucks, all of it.  Air emissions

  7    is going to be a very big focus in this EIS.  But then you

  8    were also asking what happens; does it travel; would the

  9    air currents carry contaminated air or contaminants in the

 10    air from the mine site down to the communities; would it

 11    affect the communities nearby.

 12              And again, these are good, good scoping

 13    questions to set the target for the EIS analysis so that

 14    these are both aspects that would definitely be analyzed

 15    quite thoroughly in the EIS.  And this is a good way to

 16    put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.

 17              I forgot one other thing.  Part of the thing

 18    about having natural gas to power the electrical

 19    generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form

 20    of power generation than diesel would be.  So some of the

 21    original design is already looking at how to minimize air

 22    emissions or difficulties with air quality.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  As we said, the purpose of

 24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One

 25    major area of concern is water resources.  The project is
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  1    designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted

  2    water, but there could still be concerns.  Some examples

  3    are noted on this slide.

  4              Streams and other surface waters would be

  5    diverted away from and around the mining activities in

  6    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.

  7    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining

  8    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.

  9    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower

 10    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby

 11    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,

 12    could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock

 13    tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed

 14    to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.

 15              Air quality is also important.  This slide shows

 16    some examples of issues related to air.  There would be

 17    several sources of emissions, including a large number of

 18    large mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant and dust

 19    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste

 20    rock and ore.

 21              Climate change is a growing concern and will

 22    need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons

 23    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several

 24    areas.  One of these is naturally occurring mercury or

 25    fugitive mercury could be released by exposing it during
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  1    mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur during the

  2    milling process, and any mercury co-product would require

  3    careful storage and transport.

  4              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous

  5    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good

  6    response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.

  7              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands

  8    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

  9    subsistence and traditional land uses.

 10              The proposed project would affect a total of

 11    16,300 acres.  Of this, 10,000 acres would be located at

 12    the mine site and related infrastructure.  And there would

 13    be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pipeline,

 14    and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands.  These areas

 15    would be affected by -- the wetlands would be affected by

 16    excavation filling and vegetation removal or other

 17    disturbances.  And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and

 18    wildlife habitat loss would occur or be reduced from the

 19    16,300 acres affected.  And in addition to habitat loss,

 20    there would be disturbance of individual animals.

 21              We have already talked quite a bit about barge

 22    traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would

 23    also be affected by the loss of land to development.

 24              Here are some more examples of issues and

 25    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
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  1    cultural resources and recreation.  Community life would

  2    be affected by a large new workforce of 3,000 workers

  3    during the construction period and 1,400 for the permanent

  4    operation of the mine.  There will be new employment and

  5    income, but there would also be many effects on community

  6    life and human health.  Cultural resources, both

  7    archeological and historical, that exist in the area might

  8    also be disturbed or destroyed by construction and

  9    operations.

 10              Recreation and visual resources might also be

 11    affected, including the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail

 12    might also be affected by new structures and mining

 13    operations.

 14              For all of the issues that are identified, we

 15    will look first to avoid the impacts if we can.

 16    Otherwise, we will minimize them as much as possible and,

 17    if necessary, we will look at ways to mitigate for them.

 18              To conclude, we know that the proposed project

 19    and land resources are important to you.  And we would

 20    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get

 21    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most

 22    important thing by being here tonight.  And we also ask

 23    that you visit our website at donlingoldeis.com or contact

 24    me directly at 753-2780 is my direct phone line, or you

 25    can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the
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  1    slide.

  2              If you have any tribal matters, you can contact

  3    our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number

  4    and e-mail are also provided.  These are also available on

  5    the donlingoldeis.com website.

  6              Amanda and I have had two tribal teleconferences

  7    so far to discuss cooperating agency status and

  8    government-to-government consultation.  Those were held on

  9    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have

 10    others.  And we will try to contact the tribes that we

 11    haven't heard back from.  We have heard back from most of

 12    them and there have been a number that haven't responded,

 13    but we will make another effort.  And in addition to

 14    participating in the EIS, tribal governments also have the

 15    opportunity to enter into government-to-government

 16    consultation.  It's a separate process from the EIS, but

 17    we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.

 18    And they will best contact Amanda, but also myself if you

 19    have any concerns related to tribal issues.

 20              That concludes the presentation.  So I'll

 21    answer if there is any remaining questions; otherwise, we

 22    will move into the period we set aside for taking

 23    testimony, if anybody would like to make comments for the

 24    record.

 25                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.
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  1    I'm concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the

  2    water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and

  3    the game we have because I know they are monitoring our

  4    fish and game right now and water, doing all that to get

  5    information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while

  6    the mine is in operation and also after.

  7              My concern is if there are any changes during

  8    that time, during that 27 years they are going to have

  9    that operation going on, if there is any changes in any

 10    fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do

 11    something about it?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  You mean --

 13                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  In case you have a leak.

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess, you know,

 15    the -- there will be conditions --

 16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You have got to compare

 17    from before it starts and after it starts and during.

 18    Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting all

 19    that game.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess there would -- all of

 21    the permits that -- I mean, I can definitely speak for the

 22    Corps of Engineers and I expect for other agencies as

 23    well.  There will be conditions on the permit that will

 24    be, you know, identified through the EIS process to

 25    protect the resources.  If there is -- you know, air

00036

  1    quality and water quality are, you know, usually regulated

  2    by State permits, and they will have standards on those.

  3    If those are exceeded, you know, then measures will be

  4    taken to require them to come into compliance.  So that --

  5    you know, that's the way that the air and water quality

  6    would be protected throughout the life of the mine.

  7              For fish, you know, if they were -- the State

  8    Fish & Game has requirements for -- they would have to

  9    have a fish habitat permit.  If they were to violate that,

 10    they would have to come into compliance.  So, you know,

 11    once the permits are issued, you know, there would be

 12    conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.

 13    If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know,

 14    they would be in violation.  So that's --

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think one other thing

 16    to add to that is there is a formal monitoring plan as

 17    part of the operational plan, part of the permit

 18    application from Donlin.  So just where you started, you

 19    need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over time

 20    and to compare it.  That's exactly right.  That's what the

 21    monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.

 22    Many environmental dimensions would be monitored on an

 23    ongoing basis.

 24              And just like you are suggesting, they have to

 25    adjust.  If they identify changes, they would have to
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  1    adjust the engineering and the technical work at the mine

  2    or the management in order to respond to any changes in

  3    any of those environmental dimensions.

  4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  Thank you.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

  6    go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to

  7    testify.  If there is no last questions, we will get those

  8    and call the people to provide those comments.

  9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  This is Evelyn Thomas

 10    again.  What kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditional

 11    land use.  What -- what is your take on that?  What is --

 12    what's that -- how is that part of this?  What would

 13    you -- why is it even in there if you know you are going

 14    to deal with Calista and TKC and you don't deal with the

 15    tribes?  And you have traditional land use of the areas

 16    that are going to be affected.  How is that addressed in

 17    this EIS?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are dealing with the

 19    tribes.  We have invited tribes to be cooperating

 20    agencies, and Crooked Creek is one of those.

 21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  About the traditional

 22    land use loss.  Okay.  I saw this.  Okay.  And you are

 23    going down river from Crooked Creek.  Okay.  But the

 24    people most affected by not using the areas -- let's say

 25    if they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline
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  1    route to go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't

  2    go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to

  3    affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people,

  4    Sleetmute people and Stony River people much more than

  5    from Napaimute on down.  Okay.  This is our -- and this

  6    is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a

  7    lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and

  8    gathering and trapping areas.  And that's going to be part

  9    of this, or is it just going to be mentioned and then

 10    left?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be part of it.

 12    That would be -- you know, we will look at the existing

 13    use of the area and look at how that will be affected by

 14    the proposed project.  And yes, that will be considered in

 15    the EIS process.

 16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  Because TKC and

 17    Calista may own the surface and the subsurface lands back

 18    there, but they don't live here.  They don't use the land

 19    every day such as we do.  We have not had any meetings

 20    with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the

 21    closest one to this project.  They have not brought us to

 22    the table.  They have not talked of our concerns here in

 23    Crooked Creek.  We would like to see them here discussing

 24    these things with us also at -- at a public meeting like

 25    this, both those organizations.
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  1              Because we live here.  Okay.  We are the ones

  2    giving up the most.  Our traditional ways -- we are --

  3    it's being squeezed.  If we are not going to be able to

  4    use this land, we are going to have more and more

  5    dependence on public assistance.  If we should not be

  6    working back at the mine or have the qualifications that,

  7    say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we

  8    don't meet this or we don't meet that, then we won't be

  9    able to be working back there.  But yet we can't go

 10    hunting and fishing on our traditional areas.  So how is

 11    that going to be brought into the EIS?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's brought into the

 13    EIS by -- in the first place, you mentioned that you're

 14    denied.  It will be on the record.  You are welcome to

 15    provide any other comments and concerns to us if you

 16    haven't adequately expressed them tonight.  You have a

 17    government-to-government, you know, venue to pursue.

 18              As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, I guess

 19    that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control

 20    over them.  I guess that's between you and them.  I guess

 21    I don't know what -- you said you thought they would

 22    prevent you from taking control over who worked at the

 23    mine site?

 24                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  No.  That's not what I

 25    meant.  What I meant was they control access to
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  1    traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap

  2    and fish.  They could potentially keep us from going on

  3    those because the mine is going to have safety concerns.

  4    They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get

  5    hurt.  Okay?  And they are going to have their business.

  6    They are going to look out for liability.  All right?  So

  7    they are going to want to have everybody staying away from

  8    there.  So the people of this community and these closer

  9    communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if

 10    we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to replace

 11    that?  Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and

 12    pick berries or, you know -- you see what I'm saying?

 13              Because we have not -- we have not been able to

 14    bring Calista and TKC to the table for this.  They made

 15    all of these deals back there without the community of

 16    Crooked Creek involved.  They mentioned they were going to

 17    do this.

 18              Crooked Creek does support the development of

 19    this mine, but we also can't continue to give up all of

 20    everything and expect to continue to go on with it.  We

 21    can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tribal

 22    members.  People my age are probably not -- I'm not going

 23    to see any benefit from any development back there.  I'll

 24    be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.

 25    These little guys right here, they are going to be the
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  1    ones that have to live with whatever decisions we make

  2    now.  And if they don't know how to live off the land like

  3    we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us.  Okay.

  4    That's a loss to us.  We cannot continue to agree to give

  5    up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to

  6    replace it, even if we have a job back there.  If we can't

  7    continue to do that -- I hear it all the time.  There is a

  8    big concern about that.  I hear it.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  I understand your concern, and

 10    it's a legitimate concern that, you know -- and like I

 11    said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will

 12    consider it, the fact that you feel like because the mine

 13    will be there you will be prevented from accessing that

 14    area and any other areas that --

 15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  We already are.

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  -- the corporations feel may

 17    be -- which may provide a safety or security risk.

 18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yeah.  They are afraid

 19    somebody will get hurt.  Liability.  They are afraid of

 20    liability.  But you can't -- we already do not go back

 21    there for our traditional hunting and trapping.  My family

 22    hunted and trapped back there.  David John's family hunted

 23    and trapped back there for years and years and years.

 24    Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would.  And we don't go

 25    there anymore.  It's not ours anymore.  We can't go there
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  1    anymore.  Okay.  You can't even go back there and pick

  2    berries, and that place is covered with blueberries.  But

  3    we can't go back there as the general public.  And Calista

  4    owns the subsurface.  TKC owns the surface.  Okay.

  5              So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want,

  6    it's too bad.  All right?  But it's genocide to us to

  7    continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace

  8    it.  See?

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, we understand your

 10    concern.  It's in the record.  I guess we -- as I said, we

 11    can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's

 12    in the record and it will be considered in the EIS.  And,

 13    you know, once it's in the draft EIS, you will have an

 14    opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed

 15    that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.

 16    But again, yes, I agree it's a legitimate concern, one

 17    that we may not have a lot of control over but, you know,

 18    it will be considered and we will do what we can.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So first of all, Evelyn

 20    speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture --

 21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- and of the history --

 23                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- of this community.  And

 25    I think we -- we shiver a little bit to hear the power of
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  1    your testimony.  The EIS has a certain job to do.  And

  2    it's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns

  3    about the forces of change in the region, but we are going

  4    to work hard to do the best job in the EIS.  So your

  5    comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what

  6    are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the

  7    project footprint, what are the estimated effects on

  8    traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough

  9    about that.

 10              Now, it's going to start with those subsistence

 11    and traditional land use studies.  The State subsistence

 12    division has been visiting in the communities in the last

 13    three or four years and put together new subsistence use

 14    maps and so on.  That's just the beginning of

 15    documentation on this.  We are going to try and go through

 16    that information, synthesize it and estimate what those

 17    effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.

 18    You are going to help us get it right because the draft

 19    EIS is a document -- it's out for several weeks, for

 20    months for the communities to review and to provide

 21    comments on.

 22              And I do want to say in all sincerity that the

 23    spirit of this is we are going to learn together.  We are

 24    going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a lot

 25    of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their
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  1    traditional use areas.  I know that.  I sat in this

  2    village and did maps with people in the 1980s.  It's work,

  3    and people do it because they want it to matter.  So we

  4    are going to recognize and respect the effort that's

  5    already in those studies.  And the testimony, the

  6    questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do

  7    our best in that draft EIS.  I can tell you that.  But we

  8    are going to leave some things out.  We are not going to

  9    get it all the first time we try.  And so the public

 10    review of the draft EIS is very, very important.

 11              And that's where -- so our job is to fully

 12    disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly

 13    can about what were the existing conditions and what are

 14    the likely changes under the project, the potential

 15    environmental effects.  That's what an EIS does.  And then

 16    it goes in front of the agencies to make permitting

 17    decisions.  But I really want to say you are going to help

 18    us do a good job on that along the way.  We have several

 19    years to work on this.  It's not going to be an overnight

 20    or a slipshod piece of work.  It's going to be a detailed,

 21    careful piece of work.  And we are going to bring it back

 22    to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.

 23              Don has emphasized that the government is not

 24    going to manage private landowners.  And in almost all the

 25    ways that is true.  Air emissions that would go off of
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  1    private land -- there are a few things where they are

  2    regulated, but this EIS is not going to change land

  3    ownership, private land ownership.

  4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  That's not what I'm

  5    talking about here, Taylor.  What we are talking about is

  6    traditional land use.  Okay.  We are not talking about who

  7    owns the land or anything else.  Personally I don't care

  8    who owns the land.  It's our traditional area.  This is

  9    going to come up throughout this process.  I know it.  And

 10    I need answers, too, because I don't have any to tell

 11    anybody when they ask me about it.  It is a very sensitive

 12    subject.

 13              And this is the biggest part of this whole thing

 14    is everybody is concerned about -- look at the Red Devil

 15    Mine.  When it was going there was a lot of jobs in the

 16    area.  Everything was going along good.  It closed in

 17    1971.  What was left?  What was left?  Red Devil is, you

 18    know, Red Devil.  I mean, it's got a huge runway, and who

 19    uses it?  What benefit did it bring to this area?

 20    Nothing, you know.  And they are gone.

 21              Is that what's going to happen to Crooked Creek,

 22    too?  You know --

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the boom and bust

 24    cycle.  What could be the boom and bust cycle is another

 25    kind of question to be addressed in the EIS.
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  1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  It's going to come up.

  2    It comes up all the time over here.  I have to bring it to

  3    you.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's good input.  That's

  5    what we are here for.  So thank you for speaking quite

  6    frankly about it.  There are some other people who also

  7    have ideas.

  8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  My name is

  9    Barbara Crane-Kinzy.  I'm from Sleetmute, like him.  And

 10    our traditional harvesting is on a timeline basis.  Like

 11    she said, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up

 12    and pick them.  When it's time to get beaver -- you know,

 13    there is a timeline for everything, everything that we

 14    harvest.  We are here today and we are gone tomorrow, like

 15    she says.  And I pray to God that my great, great

 16    grandchildren will be able to go out and do the

 17    traditional things that we do years and years way down

 18    past 27 -- what you said, 26?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  27 and a half years.

 20                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINSEY:  I hope the land

 21    is rich and bountiful for them as it is -- as it has been

 22    for us.  And you said there is job opportunities for the

 23    communities.  What I want to know is, are you guys going

 24    to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain

 25    these jobs?  Is there training available?  Is there an
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  1    outline where each and every one that may have an

  2    opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is

  3    there something that they can say, hey, I can do this; you

  4    know, I want to try this out?  Where is the -- the

  5    training in this for, you know, our people?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess my understanding is

  7    that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with

  8    trying to hire local people that -- again, the impacts to

  9    the local communities will be, you know, addressed in the

 10    EIS.  I guess I don't have specifics in that regard at

 11    this time but, you know, it is something that is

 12    considered is the effects on the local communities.

 13                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I've heard

 14    testimonies of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying

 15    oh, yeah, they hired this guy from way down states come up

 16    to flip pancakes for us.  And it's, what, there is a lot

 17    of us over here that know how to cook, you know.  There is

 18    lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our

 19    people need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so

 20    that we can get off welfare.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess the reason that we had

 22    it on the slide is it's one of the issues that we are

 23    aware of and will be addressed.  So the fact that we had

 24    it on the slide, you know, we are planning to look at that

 25    in the EIS.
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  1                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  Doi.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

  3    go into the formal comments?

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think on the sign-in

  5    sheets there was a little column that said would you like

  6    to testify, yes or no.  And it might seem a little formal.

  7    We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's

  8    Evelyn.  And we will hear Evelyn's formal comments here,

  9    but then if anybody else would like to make additional

 10    comments, of course we would be happy to hear it.  So

 11    whether you signed it or not, we are here to listen.  We

 12    are here to learn.

 13              Now I think it's time to turn to Evelyn's formal

 14    comments, and then we will make room for anybody else

 15    after that.

 16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'm Evelyn Thomas, the

 17    Crooked Creek Tribal Council president.  Over the past, I

 18    don't know, several years we have known that this time was

 19    coming.  And over this time there has been different

 20    comments and different questions and different concerns

 21    brought up to the traditional council, to either myself or

 22    to other people who have served on the traditional

 23    council.  There is great concern for the loss of our

 24    traditional ways of life, okay, how the -- the land and

 25    the water and the air is going to be protected throughout

00049

  1    all of this.  We hear horror stories all the time of

  2    things going wrong everywhere all over.

  3              So far we have had a good relationship with

  4    Donlin Gold Project.  They have always been up front and

  5    very honest with whatever we have asked of them.  We do

  6    understand our environment.  It comes from generations of

  7    our people living in this area, that it's just like you

  8    just know.  It's passed down.  You know, like we know what

  9    season we need to get fish.  We know what season we need

 10    to get the berries.  We know what season to get the

 11    lauhyuks [ph] and the angukaqs.  We know these things and

 12    we know this area that we live in.  There is concern about

 13    the loss of that way of life.

 14              We also know that with jobs comes problems.  And

 15    as the people who live here and have lived here for

 16    generations, we are part of the environment of this area.

 17    We know that this project, it will bring much needed money

 18    and jobs into this area.  However, there is going to also

 19    bring the bad stuff.  The drugs and the alcohol will be

 20    here.

 21              Look at now.  The Crooked Creek Traditional

 22    Council makes payroll twice a month.  As soon as we are

 23    going to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the

 24    alcohol into the community to be sold.  So there will be

 25    more of that.
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  1              There has been positives for this community.

  2    There has also been negatives for this community.  And we

  3    know that we are going to have to find a balance between

  4    those two things.  But they -- the concerns that were

  5    brought up tonight are very real.  There is worry about

  6    the water.  There is worry about the air.  We hear it all

  7    the time.  Those questions need to be answered to our

  8    people as well as you can answer them to everyone here.

  9    This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare --

 10    welfare economy.  And we welcome it.

 11              We don't want to go into it and to do things

 12    here like anything goes.  You see what we are saying?  We

 13    are saying we don't want to do it -- okay.  You want to do

 14    that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give

 15    three people in this village a job.  We want to be sure

 16    that it is done in a safe and responsible manner.

 17              We want -- the people of our community and the

 18    surrounding community, especially upriver, they have

 19    people working at the mine, too.  Sleetmute will be an

 20    invaluable addition to our meetings because they live ten

 21    miles from Red Devil.  What was their impacts from that

 22    mine when it was going on?  I know some of them were

 23    pretty bad.  People from Crooked Creek worked up there,

 24    and I know some of the impacts on Crooked Creek were

 25    pretty bad.
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  1              I have a paper prepared for whoever wants to

  2    take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had;

  3    you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's

  4    going to happen if the -- because we drink water from the

  5    creek and we use water from the creek for washing and

  6    cleaning and things like that.  What's going to happen if

  7    they use so much water that we don't have enough for

  8    Crooked Creek to use?  Okay.  And supposedly the water is

  9    owned by the State of Alaska, I guess.  I don't think

 10    there is any private ownership.  How can we make sure we

 11    have enough water for our community?  You know, things

 12    like this, these are going to come up.

 13              They are all in this paper here.  And I will

 14    give you a copy to take with you.  I've given one to April

 15    already so she will be prepared for it.  But that's all I

 16    have to say.

 17              I thank you.  Especially I want to thank the

 18    Army Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two

 19    years ago when we flooded.  They were -- when we called up

 20    to ask them for permission to build over there by the

 21    airport because we couldn't get permission from TKC to

 22    build and if we could use gravel from the river, we had an

 23    answer from the Army Corps in two hours.  So they helped

 24    us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt

 25    for our people who had lost everything.  So we thank you
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  1    for that.  Thank you.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody that didn't sign up

  3    wish to make comments?  If not, I thank you again for

  4    coming.  Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com.  My

  5    contact information is available on the website.  Or if

  6    you would like, you can stop by and I'll give it to you.

  7    If you have any concerns, you can contact --

  8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  On your website

  9    can we see other people's comments?

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Eventually they will be

 11    posted, yes.

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  After all of the meetings

 13    the transcripts will be summarized in a report, and that

 14    report will be on the website to kind of gather together

 15    the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of

 16    the communities together.  So that's going to be a little

 17    while.  We finish the meetings in the end of March, and

 18    it's about May before that report will be posted.

 19                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I want it to be

 20    like Facebook where I can add another comment.

 21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know if people saw

 22    the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.

 23    Another newsletter will come out to summarize the scoping

 24    meetings.  So some of the biggest issues will be

 25    summarized in there.  And then the scoping report will be
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  1    quite lengthy.  There will be a lot of detail in that

  2    report.

  3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'd like to -- one

  4    more thank you.  Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when

  5    the State of Alaska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up

  6    here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly.  They

  7    refused to come for eight hours for up to two days.

  8    Donlin Gold did come in here.  They showed -- they showed

  9    me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that

 10    they were willing to put themselves out to make sure that

 11    we didn't have any loss of life.  So there was that --

 12    there is that positive.  They have worked hard to build

 13    this trust between the village and them, and we very much

 14    appreciated that because I believe that we would have lost

 15    Elders and infants during that time if we hadn't been able

 16    to get them out of here and into Donlin Gold where they

 17    took us.  And they weren't ready for babies and old people

 18    and whatever.  And we thank them for that also.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  If there is no more comments,

 20    again, thanks for coming.

 21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we will hang around

 22    after.  Please feel free to visit with any of the agency

 23    representatives with any other questions or comments.  We

 24    would welcome it.  Thanks so much for coming tonight.

 25    It's a huge group of folks.  We are really pleased to see
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  1    the turn out.  So thank you.

  2               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m.)
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