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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2               (Invocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  We will get started.  I'd like
 4    to welcome you to the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold
 5    Project environmental impact statement, also known as an
 6    EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle.  I'm from the U.S. Army Corps
 7    of Engineers.  I'm the project manager for the EIS.  There
 8    are a number of cooperating agencies here who will
 9    participate in the EIS.  And we also have a third-party
10    contractor here.  I'll take a minute to let them introduce
11    themselves.  Let's do the agencies first.
12                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  My name is
13    Doug Ballou.  I'm with the Bureau of Land Management, the
14    Anchorage field office.  We are a cooperator on this
15    environmental impact study, and I'm really glad that you
16    are here tonight.  We are very interested in hearing your
17    input and feedback on the various issues that this study
18    will be addressing.  So again, thank you for coming out.
19    And I'll be available after the meeting if you have any
20    specific questions related to BLM's role in this process.
21    Thank you.
22                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is
23    Mark Jen.  I'm with the EPA, and we're a cooperating
24    agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the development
25    of the environmental impact statement and to address
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 1    impacts associated with the Donlin Gold mining project.
 2    And so you have got all the federal and State agencies
 3    here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your
 4    comments.  So thank you very much.
 5                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the State
 6    of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and we are also
 7    a cooperating agency.  And if you have any specific
 8    questions related to the State, I might not have all the
 9    answers, as I represent kind of a lot of different
10    departments, but I'll either get back to you or have an
11    answer.  So please come and see me after the presentation
12    if you have any specific questions for the State.
13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And I'm Taylor Brelsford.
14    It's really special to be back working for a project in
15    the Kuskokwim River.  It's been many, many years since my
16    family was young living in Sleetmute and again in Aniak.
17              I work as a contractor for the Army Corps of
18    Engineers, and our responsibility -- I work with a company
19    called URS Corporation.  And our responsibility is to help
20    prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to
21    support the Army Corps of Engineers on this EIS.
22                    MR. MOXIE ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie
23    Alexie.  I'm from Sleetmute.  I'm with URS as part of the
24    Donlin Gold Project with the EIS team with URS.  And it's
25    good to be back in my home area.
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 1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Welcome home.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  We'll move now into the
 3    program.  Feel free to ask any questions as we go along.
 4    If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify
 5    yourself, give us your name for the record.
 6              Okay.  We will move into the agenda.  This is
 7    the agenda for this evening, just to provide with you an
 8    idea of the topics that we are going to cover.  We have
 9    done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk about
10    the purpose of tonight's meeting.  And then we will
11    provide the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to
12    provide a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
13    proposed it.  And we will summarize a few of the issues as
14    a way of inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get
15    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
16              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed an
17    open pit gold mine ten miles up Crooked Creek, which I
18    guess you know is located on the Kuskokwim River.  And in
19    order to comply with the National Environmental Policy
20    Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
21    will be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the
22    potential impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor
23    an opponent of the project.  The EIS will be used in
24    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other
25    agencies.  And the scoping meetings are the first step in
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 1    the EIS process.
 2              This map gives an orientation to the project
 3    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
 4    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
 5    As you can see, it's a remote area with little development
 6    to date.  There are no existing roads to the region.  The
 7    map shows that the existing transportation and energy
 8    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
 9    Alaska.
10              The proposed mine would require all new
11    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of
12    these would be subject to permitting before they could
13    proceed.
14              This map gives an idea of the logistics and
15    supply links to the proposed project.  The transportation
16    logistics for the mine include cargo and fuel from the
17    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in
18    Dutch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then
19    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go
20    to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well.  And the
21    fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge
22    landing that would be constructed at Jungjuk.  There would
23    also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring
24    in natural gas for the mill.
25              We are now going to take a look at the EIS


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 7


 1    process, and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in
 2    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act
 3    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
 4    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
 5    case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits
 6    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
 7    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits
 8    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
 9    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
10    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
11    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
12    to make their permit decisions.
13              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is
14    also required to complete a public interest review and an
15    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,
16    which requires that we select the least environmentally
17    damaging practicable alternative.  We will incorporate the
18    information necessary for these determinations into the
19    EIS.
20              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
21    the regional organization will all work together on the
22    EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected based upon their
23    permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  As an
24    example, the project would occur on BLM and State of
25    Alaska lands, so they will evaluate whether to issue
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 1    right-of-way permits for use of these lands.  Tribal
 2    governments and regional cooperators participate to
 3    contribute specialized knowledge about the local area,
 4    resources and land use.
 5              The Donlin Gold Project will require many
 6    federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides
 7    six examples, and I'll mention two of them and ask you to
 8    read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would
 9    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
10    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
11    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.
12              Also, since a portion of the pipeline project
13    would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
14    right-of-way application.  You can find a more
15    comprehensive list of the required permits on the Donlin
16    Gold application, which can be found on the project
17    website.
18              There are also many permits required from the
19    State of Alaska.  Three departments of the State
20    government are noted here.  For example, over 60 percent
21    of the pipeline would be installed on State lands, so the
22    Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
23    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental
24    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
25    air quality permits, and the Department of Fish & Game has
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 1    permitting responsibility to protect fish habitat.
 2              So this overview of permits has shown why the
 3    various agencies are involved in the EIS.  So we will now
 4    turn to the milestones of an EIS.  Some of you may be
 5    familiar with the steps in preparing an EIS.  The diagram
 6    on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking
 7    from now till November 2015.
 8              On December 14th of last year, a Notice of
 9    Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal
10    Register, and that was the kickoff for the EIS.  And we --
11    at that point we began scoping on December 14th, and that
12    will continue through March 29th of this year.  And during
13    that period we will be having scoping meetings, one of
14    which is why we are here tonight.  And we will also be
15    taking comments on the project.  You can find more
16    information on the website and submit comments through the
17    website, as well.
18              The information that we gather during the
19    scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EIS,
20    which is expected to be completed about August of 2014.
21    That's an estimated time, the best we can estimate at this
22    point.  That could change, but that's what we are
23    projecting right now.  The draft will then be put out for
24    public review.  And again, we will have a round of
25    meetings similar to what we are having now.  And we will
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 1    also solicit comments on the project again.
 2              Using the information gathered on the draft, we
 3    will prepare the final EIS, which we expect to be
 4    completed in October 2015.  Then the final EIS will be
 5    used by the agencies involved to make their permit
 6    decisions, and each agency will prepare their own Record
 7    of Decision.  And those are expected to be done about
 8    November of 2015.
 9              The most important thing to note from this slide
10    are the two gold-colored circles.  Those are the scoping
11    period and the comment period on the draft.  And those are
12    the best opportunities to provide input into the project.
13    And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any
14    comments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed
15    in the draft EIS.  So it's important that you get your
16    comments to us by then.
17              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
18    information and to listen to residents in the affected
19    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The
20    first is to share information about the proposed project.
21    And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation
22    tonight.  And as I mentioned, you can also get information
23    on the website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as
24    well.
25              The next -- second purpose is to provide
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 1    information about EIS milestones.  And that's what we
 2    showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overview
 3    for the time frame for the EIS.  And the next two are to
 4    identify issues and concerns to examine in the EIS and to
 5    identify useful information from communities.  And we are
 6    counting on you to help us with these last two.  We would
 7    like to know what you would like to see addressed in the
 8    EIS and if you have information that we can use to make
 9    informed decisions.
10              This is a schedule for our scoping meetings.
11    And the first week we are -- we started with the villages
12    nearest the project.  The second week will be focused on
13    the lower Kuskokwim River.  And the third week we will be
14    traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.
15    And the final round will be in the middle Yukon and upper
16    Kuskokwim.
17              In this map the color scheme represents the many
18    subregions of the project area.  And it helps to show how
19    the scoping plan was developed.  For example, the orange
20    dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest to
21    the project area.  And in this subregion we are holding
22    meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the
23    mine site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub.
24    For the other subregions, meetings will similarly be held
25    in the subregional hubs.
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 1              Okay.  We will stop here to see if there is any
 2    questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Any questions
 3    before we move on?
 4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Are you going to be
 5    having meetings all the way down toward Nunivak Island?
 6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Not actually on Nunivak
 7    Island, but on the Bering Sea coast between the mouth of
 8    the Kuskokwim and the mouth of the Yukon River.
 9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Is that because of the
10    barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to
11    have meetings out there?
12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I'm setting a bad
13    example.  This is Taylor speaking.  It's Evelyn Thomas who
14    asked the question.  Go ahead.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  We are looking at any --
16    we have looked at all -- we identified the region and the
17    communities that could -- any that could potentially be
18    affected by the proposed project.  And yes, that could
19    include any affected by navigation.  It could also be any
20    of them affected by socioeconomic effects.  So any of that
21    could in any way be affected by the project.
22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the project area is
23    going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates
24    all the way to the Kuskokwim Valley and down; and then the
25    entire YK Delta, the Calista shareholder villages, are all
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 1    connected to the potential economics of this project.  So
 2    that's how the 66 villages within the project area became
 3    part of the definition of the project area.
 4              The direct environmental effects, like effects
 5    on water or noise disturbance, barging, those might be
 6    more concentrated on the Kuskokwim River Valley, the
 7    Kuskokwim River region, but the other communities have had
 8    a history of employment in the project and may have some
 9    participation in the socioeconomic aspects of the project
10    as it goes forward.
11                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I didn't see Stony
12    River and Sleetmute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that
13    list, and they, too, will be affected by this.
14                    MR. KUHLE:  As we have tried to explain,
15    we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using
16    a regional hub approach to get to as many of the
17    communities as we have.  There is information also
18    available on the website.  There is newsletters going out
19    to all those communities so they will have an opportunity
20    to provide information and to get information about the
21    project and to provide their comments to us in those
22    matters.
23                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You know that topic --
24    Are you going to go up to Lime Village, also, way up and
25    down all these villages?  There are people from up there
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 1    that will be affected, also.
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to ask one
 3    more time for folks to please say your names so it can be
 4    on the court recorder on the transcript.  I do want to say
 5    it's a little bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's
 6    important is that we have to go back through and code all
 7    of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the
 8    comments that are made during the meeting.  So please help
 9    us out to be sure that we get a good, complete
10    documentation of the meeting.  And I know it's a little
11    annoying, but please do say your name when you have a
12    question.
13                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know.  Maybe we could
14    go back to the previous slide.  It would show -- or the
15    previous couple slides shows the communities that we will
16    be going to.  Those are the communities that we will be
17    going to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of
18    their hub communities for the various subregional -- or
19    the subregions.  And we are going to those areas to
20    provide as much information as we can.  And there is --
21    the others we are sending out newsletters to every
22    resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing
23    information on the website.  And I also provide my direct
24    phone line and e-mail.
25              So we are -- that's the approach we are taking
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 1    to gather as much information as we can.  We believe that
 2    it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input
 3    or to hear about the project and provide input.
 4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It is going to have a big
 5    impact on people that are closer to the project than the
 6    ones around the outskirts of it.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, we feel like
 8    there is potential impacts.  We identified all -- the
 9    total number of communities.  We looked at -- our tribal
10    liaison, you know, contacted 66 communities.  Those were
11    the ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the
12    project, and we felt we needed to provide information to
13    all of them.  And the approach we are taking, again, is to
14    focus on the subregions.  And you know, we are not going
15    to every community, but we feel the approach we are taking
16    is providing an opportunity to every community to be part
17    of the process.
18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, let me build on
19    this a little bit.  I think the comments go to the
20    question of fair play and that the communities that might
21    be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be
22    heard.  And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the
23    subsistence use areas for the Stony River and Lime
24    Village, and they should really and truly have a direct
25    invitation, direct opportunity to participate.  I think
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 1    that's a really important scoping comment for us to have
 2    written down.  And I think some of the things that we can
 3    do -- Don is really emphasizing that we are trying to
 4    spread out the opportunity across the big region.  So
 5    that's one good idea.
 6              But the other one is to really have some direct
 7    contact with some of the communities that may not get to
 8    the meetings.  So we can make some follow-up phone calls
 9    to the tribe, corporation, city leaders as appropriate to
10    kind of answer questions or emphasize the value of having
11    your voice heard early in the EIS process and mention
12    again the website or the newsletters.  I think what I hear
13    from this is we ought to do a little better on individual
14    outreach to some of those villages.  So I think that's a
15    really good comment.
16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You got plan A right now.
17    Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  For outreach to the
19    communities?  As I said, our tribal liaison has contacted
20    or attempted to contact all 66 of those communities.
21    She's made follow-up phone calls and e-mails at least
22    twice so far to those.  And I expect she will continue to
23    do that if we don't hear anything from, like you
24    mentioned, Lime Village.  Yes, we can ask her to try to
25    get in touch with them and see if there is some reason
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 1    that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically
 2    ask them, you know, if there is some reason -- if they
 3    have no interest in participating or if they simply
 4    haven't heard.  But as I said, she made several efforts so
 5    far to contact every community.
 6                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It would be good to make
 7    an effort instead of ignoring them.
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And I don't -- thank
 9    you.  I don't believe we have ignored them.  And we will
10    continue to make an effort.
11                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  I appreciate the
12    opportunity to have an input tonight.
13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we have some homework
14    based on this comment.  We will make some follow-up calls.
15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Evelyn Thomas, tribal
16    council president of Crooked Creek.  There is a big
17    concern.  I've mentioned it before.  Is this TKC and
18    Calista going to allow exclusive use of this route where
19    the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going
20    to be?  We want to know if that's going to be closed off
21    from us.  That's a question that we have that's really --
22    that's for all of the river villages, more so than
23    Napaimute or anywhere else.  If it's going to be closed
24    off from us, I personally will have a problem.
25                    MR. KUHLE:  We will talk about that a
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 1    little bit later in the program, and if you still have
 2    questions at that point, please ask them again.
 3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I will.
 4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Ready to move on, then?
 5    That was a good discussion to warm up.  Now we're ready to
 6    go into the pipeline components.  Not just the pipeline.
 7    The project components.
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  As Taylor just said, we will
 9    move into a summary of the mining project as proposed by
10    Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two
11    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
12    NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands
13    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
14    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim
15    Corporation is the surface owner.
16              As you can see, it's a very large project,
17    expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per
18    year for an expected life span of 27 and a half years.  It
19    will process 59,000 tons of ore each day.
20              We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be
21    located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
22    Cook Inlet into the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home
23    to some 66 communities that might be affected by the
24    project.  For many communities the project might affect
25    lands and resources that are used for subsistence and
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 1    other livelihood activities.  This project will face an
 2    extensive set of legal requirements, many permits and many
 3    agencies involved.
 4              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
 5    the time line from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
 6    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
 7    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
 8    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the
 9    first step of which is the scoping meetings, and that's
10    why we are here tonight.  At the conclusion of the EIS
11    process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny
12    their permits.  If permits are issued, Donlin Gold can
13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an
14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
15              At the conclusion of the active life of the
16    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
17    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
18    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
19    treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility,
20    and also the waste rock storage facilities.  The land
21    would be recontoured and native vegetation would be
22    planted.
23              I'll turn to the major components of the
24    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
25    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
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 1    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe,
 2    meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage
 3    permafrost.
 4              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
 5    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
 6    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
 7    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
 8    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
 9    the three forks of the George River.  The image of the
10    block valve on the right side of the slide in the
11    right-hand photo there shows that the pipeline
12    right-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't
13    block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way
14    would be brushed every ten years to provide continued
15    access for monitoring and maintenance, and that would be
16    done by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not
17    create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would
18    allow access, but after construction no improved access
19    for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.
20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let's pause and see --
21    Evelyn was here.  This was her question.  So again, I
22    think what we want to emphasize, this picture is kind of
23    hard to see in the room, but the right-of-way continues up
24    this ridge, and it's brushed down low.  The trees grow up
25    alongside.  But it's not fenced off.  So the important
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 1    thing is for the traditional land uses and subsistence in
 2    the upper Kuskokwim River or along the Alaska Range as it
 3    comes over to the Kuskokwim, it's not a barrier to
 4    subsistence uses to access for subsistence purposes.
 5    These block valves would be located about every 20 miles.
 6    Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.
 7    They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.
 8              So this was a really important question.  And I
 9    want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as
10    we could.  So maybe that's enough of emphasizing on that
11    one.
12                    MR. KUHLE:  Will check with Evelyn when
13    she gets back.
14              This slide shows that the pipeline would start
15    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
16    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
17    River Valley, and continue west to the mine site near
18    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
19    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native
20    corporation land.
21              Note the blue segment in the middle where an
22    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge
23    and the Alaska Range.  This alternate route would separate
24    at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at
25    milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps
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 1    that this alternative is under consideration and will be
 2    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
 3    summer.
 4              This slide shows the project components at the
 5    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.
 6    Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover
 7    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
 8    1,850 feet deep near the end of the mine life.  Number two
 9    is the tailings impoundment, which technically is referred
10    to as a waste treatment facility, and it would cover about
11    2,350 acres, or three and a half square miles.  Tailings
12    refer to the powder-like material that is left after the
13    gold has been removed from the mill.
14              Number three is the waste rock facility, which
15    would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that's
16    removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major
17    facilities support the mill, which would process 59,000
18    tons of ore per day.
19              This is an overview of the transportation
20    infrastructure.  The mine will require new or expanded
21    port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and
22    cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges
23    they move up to a new barge landing near Jungjuk, and from
24    there the cargo and fuel would be transferred along a new
25    30-mile road that would be constructed to the mine site.
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 1    Also at the mine site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrip,
 2    and there would also be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage
 3    facility at the mine site.
 4              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
 5    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
 6    1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26
 7    acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
 8    traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and
 9    diesel fuel.  The fuel would be needed to power the large
10    mine equipment and trucks at the mine site.  The fuel
11    barges would be double-hulled.
12              The navigation season would be about 110 days
13    per year.  There would be about three barge tows passing
14    per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down
15    the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at
16    about any point on the river each day.  There will be four
17    barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel
18    barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 tons
19    each.  Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gallons each.  The
20    shipping season and the barge tow frequency and the number
21    of barges loads would be roughly the same both during the
22    construction period and during operation of the mine.
23              Additional infrastructure includes a
24    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
25    construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs.  This
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 1    includes some smaller remote camps for pipeline
 2    construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and
 3    would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
 4    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
 5    workforce would be on site at any given time.
 6              We will stop now and see if there are any
 7    questions on the project and its components.  Any
 8    questions at this time before we move on?
 9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  The four barges a day,
10    that would be throughout the life of the mine?  It would
11    be every day for 30 years, about?
12                    MR. KUHLE:  There would be four barges per
13    tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on
14    average during the 110-day season.
15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  And that would go on
16    for the life of the mine?
17                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.
18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Every year?
19                    MR. KUHLE:  Every year and an estimated
20    110 days per year navigation season with the most -- most
21    days you would see three barges per day.
22                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  And that's for
23    30 years, every summer for 30 years?
24                    MR. KUHLE:  Three to four years of
25    construction and 27 and a half years of the mine life and
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 1    probably some period during the restoration period.
 2                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.
 3                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  My name is Janine
 4    Stewman.  What model are they using to go underneath the
 5    river?  What's their protection?  What is the model they
 6    are using to do the piping underneath the river?  How are
 7    they going to guarantee there won't be a leak?  How are
 8    they going to assure us of that?  How would we get that
 9    information?
10                    MR. KUHLE:  The guarantee -- the
11    pipeline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHMSA, or
12    the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
13    Administration, and they will review the pipeline to
14    ensure the safety of it.  As far as a model for going
15    underneath, I'm not sure exactly how that was modeled
16    or -- as I understand it, it will be well beneath the bed,
17    I believe even through the bedrock, and there will be
18    block valves every two feet -- I'm sorry -- every 20 miles
19    along the pipeline, so if there is a leak detected, it
20    would stop the flow of gas.  But the main responsibility
21    for that would be PHMSA.
22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it might be helpful to
23    say all of this starts with geotechnical studies.  So they
24    actually study the rock and the stability and what
25    engineering features, and they use that in order to design


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 26


 1    the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling
 2    exercises.  Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor
 3    that comes out of the federal regulations.  And then all
 4    of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk
 5    of spill.
 6              And then much further down the road there are
 7    spill response plans and obligations in the permits so
 8    that if there were ever an uncontrolled release, a spill
 9    of some sort, the safety measures would be in place.  The
10    block valves would be one, but then the spill response,
11    the equipment on site, the personnel who are trained to
12    respond to a spill.  There is kind of a train of things to
13    prevent first, and then have -- have well-established
14    procedures to respond if there ever were a release.
15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  How would they do the
16    inspection on that?  Because you said they are going to do
17    inspections.  So that would be one question I would like
18    to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there
19    is no leak.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  Inspect the part that's
21    under --
22                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.  Because that
23    would be hard to inspect, I think.
24                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not very familiar
25    with that, but I expect it would be done remotely, that
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 1    they would, you know, tell by pressure sensors or --
 2                   MR. JOHN THOMAS:  They send a pig down it.
 3    They call it a pig.  That's how they check inside a pipe.
 4                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  The other question to
 5    that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be involved
 6    in that?  Because they monitor me.  I'm a fuel vendor.
 7    They monitor me because I'm on the river.  So I'm assuming
 8    they are going to want to be a part of that.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  If you are on the river -- I
10    talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to
11    be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had
12    if there were any structures crossing the river, and there
13    are not.  It's beneath the river.  And I don't believe
14    that they will have --
15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  They don't have any
16    questions?
17                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  I believe as long as it's
18    well beneath the bed of the river.  But they will
19    certainly be involved later in the process.  I mean, we
20    will contact them to, you know, see what they have for
21    comments and --
22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there are probably a
23    couple of parts going on.  First, this was John Thomas
24    that provided information about the pig.
25                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Which sounds right.
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 1    I know we send pigs from the barge to the -- when we do a
 2    field dispensing from the barge to the tank farm, but I
 3    wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.
 4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think, as Don is
 5    saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are
 6    really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline
 7    safety.  Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those
 8    steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes
 9    and the protective measures that you are quite familiar
10    with.  I don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this
11    case.  And most of what we think the Coast Guard would
12    focus on here would be more navigation, particularly at
13    the mouth where a lot of traffic might be involved in
14    bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.
15              So there is a lot of little pieces to this
16    project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of
17    clarify who might be doing which parts of it.
18                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  On that model, before
19    I give it over, do they show how many times it crosses the
20    river from -- you know --
21                    MR. KUHLE:  From Cook Inlet to the mine
22    site?
23                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.
24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Moxie, could you go to the
25    map?  So there are eight major river crossings with the
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 1    horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD.
 2    Come forward to the pipeline components.  So the eight
 3    major river systems have these gold stars, and then there
 4    are dozens -- there are somewhere in the neighborhood of
 5    hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies
 6    that are crossed.  And there are several techniques that
 7    are used in those, depending on whether they have
 8    anadromous salmon runs or not.  And some of them involve
 9    trenching and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a
10    time where it would not affect the fish resources.
11              There is a very detailed listing of this in the
12    plan of development for the pipeline that is available on
13    the website.  So it's possible to kind of follow a lot of
14    details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the
15    more thorough documentation behind it.
16                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was going to ask about
17    the pollution from the generators they are going to have
18    back there.  There will be a lot of pollution coming out
19    that will come down here probably.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  From generators at the mine
21    site?
22                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was asking about the
23    pollution from the generators.  And like, you know --
24                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't have specific details
25    on that, other than I can assure you that it will
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 1    certainly be addressed.  And it's a real concern and it
 2    will be addressed in the EIS at length.
 3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there is a little bit
 4    more to the question.  Air quality, protecting air quality
 5    and understanding what emissions might come from the power
 6    generator or any of the trucks, all of it.  Air emissions
 7    is going to be a very big focus in this EIS.  But then you
 8    were also asking what happens; does it travel; would the
 9    air currents carry contaminated air or contaminants in the
10    air from the mine site down to the communities; would it
11    affect the communities nearby.
12              And again, these are good, good scoping
13    questions to set the target for the EIS analysis so that
14    these are both aspects that would definitely be analyzed
15    quite thoroughly in the EIS.  And this is a good way to
16    put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.
17              I forgot one other thing.  Part of the thing
18    about having natural gas to power the electrical
19    generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form
20    of power generation than diesel would be.  So some of the
21    original design is already looking at how to minimize air
22    emissions or difficulties with air quality.
23                    MR. KUHLE:  As we said, the purpose of
24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One
25    major area of concern is water resources.  The project is
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 1    designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
 2    water, but there could still be concerns.  Some examples
 3    are noted on this slide.
 4              Streams and other surface waters would be
 5    diverted away from and around the mining activities in
 6    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
 7    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
 8    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.
 9    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
10    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
11    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
12    could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock
13    tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed
14    to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
15              Air quality is also important.  This slide shows
16    some examples of issues related to air.  There would be
17    several sources of emissions, including a large number of
18    large mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant and dust
19    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste
20    rock and ore.
21              Climate change is a growing concern and will
22    need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons
23    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several
24    areas.  One of these is naturally occurring mercury or
25    fugitive mercury could be released by exposing it during
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 1    mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur during the
 2    milling process, and any mercury co-product would require
 3    careful storage and transport.
 4              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
 5    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
 6    response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.
 7              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
 8    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
 9    subsistence and traditional land uses.
10              The proposed project would affect a total of
11    16,300 acres.  Of this, 10,000 acres would be located at
12    the mine site and related infrastructure.  And there would
13    be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pipeline,
14    and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands.  These areas
15    would be affected by -- the wetlands would be affected by
16    excavation filling and vegetation removal or other
17    disturbances.  And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and
18    wildlife habitat loss would occur or be reduced from the
19    16,300 acres affected.  And in addition to habitat loss,
20    there would be disturbance of individual animals.
21              We have already talked quite a bit about barge
22    traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would
23    also be affected by the loss of land to development.
24              Here are some more examples of issues and
25    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
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 1    cultural resources and recreation.  Community life would
 2    be affected by a large new workforce of 3,000 workers
 3    during the construction period and 1,400 for the permanent
 4    operation of the mine.  There will be new employment and
 5    income, but there would also be many effects on community
 6    life and human health.  Cultural resources, both
 7    archeological and historical, that exist in the area might
 8    also be disturbed or destroyed by construction and
 9    operations.
10              Recreation and visual resources might also be
11    affected, including the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail
12    might also be affected by new structures and mining
13    operations.
14              For all of the issues that are identified, we
15    will look first to avoid the impacts if we can.
16    Otherwise, we will minimize them as much as possible and,
17    if necessary, we will look at ways to mitigate for them.
18              To conclude, we know that the proposed project
19    and land resources are important to you.  And we would
20    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
21    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
22    important thing by being here tonight.  And we also ask
23    that you visit our website at donlingoldeis.com or contact
24    me directly at 753-2780 is my direct phone line, or you
25    can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the
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 1    slide.
 2              If you have any tribal matters, you can contact
 3    our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number
 4    and e-mail are also provided.  These are also available on
 5    the donlingoldeis.com website.
 6              Amanda and I have had two tribal teleconferences
 7    so far to discuss cooperating agency status and
 8    government-to-government consultation.  Those were held on
 9    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have
10    others.  And we will try to contact the tribes that we
11    haven't heard back from.  We have heard back from most of
12    them and there have been a number that haven't responded,
13    but we will make another effort.  And in addition to
14    participating in the EIS, tribal governments also have the
15    opportunity to enter into government-to-government
16    consultation.  It's a separate process from the EIS, but
17    we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.
18    And they will best contact Amanda, but also myself if you
19    have any concerns related to tribal issues.
20              That concludes the presentation.  So I'll
21    answer if there is any remaining questions; otherwise, we
22    will move into the period we set aside for taking
23    testimony, if anybody would like to make comments for the
24    record.
25                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.
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 1    I'm concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the
 2    water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and
 3    the game we have because I know they are monitoring our
 4    fish and game right now and water, doing all that to get
 5    information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while
 6    the mine is in operation and also after.
 7              My concern is if there are any changes during
 8    that time, during that 27 years they are going to have
 9    that operation going on, if there is any changes in any
10    fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do
11    something about it?
12                    MR. KUHLE:  You mean --
13                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  In case you have a leak.
14                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess, you know,
15    the -- there will be conditions --
16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You have got to compare
17    from before it starts and after it starts and during.
18    Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting all
19    that game.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess there would -- all of
21    the permits that -- I mean, I can definitely speak for the
22    Corps of Engineers and I expect for other agencies as
23    well.  There will be conditions on the permit that will
24    be, you know, identified through the EIS process to
25    protect the resources.  If there is -- you know, air
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 1    quality and water quality are, you know, usually regulated
 2    by State permits, and they will have standards on those.
 3    If those are exceeded, you know, then measures will be
 4    taken to require them to come into compliance.  So that --
 5    you know, that's the way that the air and water quality
 6    would be protected throughout the life of the mine.
 7              For fish, you know, if they were -- the State
 8    Fish & Game has requirements for -- they would have to
 9    have a fish habitat permit.  If they were to violate that,
10    they would have to come into compliance.  So, you know,
11    once the permits are issued, you know, there would be
12    conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.
13    If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know,
14    they would be in violation.  So that's --
15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think one other thing
16    to add to that is there is a formal monitoring plan as
17    part of the operational plan, part of the permit
18    application from Donlin.  So just where you started, you
19    need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over time
20    and to compare it.  That's exactly right.  That's what the
21    monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.
22    Many environmental dimensions would be monitored on an
23    ongoing basis.
24              And just like you are suggesting, they have to
25    adjust.  If they identify changes, they would have to
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 1    adjust the engineering and the technical work at the mine
 2    or the management in order to respond to any changes in
 3    any of those environmental dimensions.
 4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  Thank you.
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
 6    go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to
 7    testify.  If there is no last questions, we will get those
 8    and call the people to provide those comments.
 9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  This is Evelyn Thomas
10    again.  What kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditional
11    land use.  What -- what is your take on that?  What is --
12    what's that -- how is that part of this?  What would
13    you -- why is it even in there if you know you are going
14    to deal with Calista and TKC and you don't deal with the
15    tribes?  And you have traditional land use of the areas
16    that are going to be affected.  How is that addressed in
17    this EIS?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are dealing with the
19    tribes.  We have invited tribes to be cooperating
20    agencies, and Crooked Creek is one of those.
21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  About the traditional
22    land use loss.  Okay.  I saw this.  Okay.  And you are
23    going down river from Crooked Creek.  Okay.  But the
24    people most affected by not using the areas -- let's say
25    if they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 38


 1    route to go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't
 2    go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to
 3    affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people,
 4    Sleetmute people and Stony River people much more than
 5    from Napaimute on down.  Okay.  This is our -- and this
 6    is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a
 7    lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and
 8    gathering and trapping areas.  And that's going to be part
 9    of this, or is it just going to be mentioned and then
10    left?
11                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be part of it.
12    That would be -- you know, we will look at the existing
13    use of the area and look at how that will be affected by
14    the proposed project.  And yes, that will be considered in
15    the EIS process.
16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  Because TKC and
17    Calista may own the surface and the subsurface lands back
18    there, but they don't live here.  They don't use the land
19    every day such as we do.  We have not had any meetings
20    with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the
21    closest one to this project.  They have not brought us to
22    the table.  They have not talked of our concerns here in
23    Crooked Creek.  We would like to see them here discussing
24    these things with us also at -- at a public meeting like
25    this, both those organizations.
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 1              Because we live here.  Okay.  We are the ones
 2    giving up the most.  Our traditional ways -- we are --
 3    it's being squeezed.  If we are not going to be able to
 4    use this land, we are going to have more and more
 5    dependence on public assistance.  If we should not be
 6    working back at the mine or have the qualifications that,
 7    say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we
 8    don't meet this or we don't meet that, then we won't be
 9    able to be working back there.  But yet we can't go
10    hunting and fishing on our traditional areas.  So how is
11    that going to be brought into the EIS?
12                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's brought into the
13    EIS by -- in the first place, you mentioned that you're
14    denied.  It will be on the record.  You are welcome to
15    provide any other comments and concerns to us if you
16    haven't adequately expressed them tonight.  You have a
17    government-to-government, you know, venue to pursue.
18              As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, I guess
19    that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control
20    over them.  I guess that's between you and them.  I guess
21    I don't know what -- you said you thought they would
22    prevent you from taking control over who worked at the
23    mine site?
24                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  No.  That's not what I
25    meant.  What I meant was they control access to
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 1    traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap
 2    and fish.  They could potentially keep us from going on
 3    those because the mine is going to have safety concerns.
 4    They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get
 5    hurt.  Okay?  And they are going to have their business.
 6    They are going to look out for liability.  All right?  So
 7    they are going to want to have everybody staying away from
 8    there.  So the people of this community and these closer
 9    communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if
10    we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to replace
11    that?  Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and
12    pick berries or, you know -- you see what I'm saying?
13              Because we have not -- we have not been able to
14    bring Calista and TKC to the table for this.  They made
15    all of these deals back there without the community of
16    Crooked Creek involved.  They mentioned they were going to
17    do this.
18              Crooked Creek does support the development of
19    this mine, but we also can't continue to give up all of
20    everything and expect to continue to go on with it.  We
21    can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tribal
22    members.  People my age are probably not -- I'm not going
23    to see any benefit from any development back there.  I'll
24    be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.
25    These little guys right here, they are going to be the


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 41


 1    ones that have to live with whatever decisions we make
 2    now.  And if they don't know how to live off the land like
 3    we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us.  Okay.
 4    That's a loss to us.  We cannot continue to agree to give
 5    up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to
 6    replace it, even if we have a job back there.  If we can't
 7    continue to do that -- I hear it all the time.  There is a
 8    big concern about that.  I hear it.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  I understand your concern, and
10    it's a legitimate concern that, you know -- and like I
11    said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will
12    consider it, the fact that you feel like because the mine
13    will be there you will be prevented from accessing that
14    area and any other areas that --
15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  We already are.
16                    MR. KUHLE:  -- the corporations feel may
17    be -- which may provide a safety or security risk.
18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yeah.  They are afraid
19    somebody will get hurt.  Liability.  They are afraid of
20    liability.  But you can't -- we already do not go back
21    there for our traditional hunting and trapping.  My family
22    hunted and trapped back there.  David John's family hunted
23    and trapped back there for years and years and years.
24    Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would.  And we don't go
25    there anymore.  It's not ours anymore.  We can't go there
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 1    anymore.  Okay.  You can't even go back there and pick
 2    berries, and that place is covered with blueberries.  But
 3    we can't go back there as the general public.  And Calista
 4    owns the subsurface.  TKC owns the surface.  Okay.
 5              So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want,
 6    it's too bad.  All right?  But it's genocide to us to
 7    continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace
 8    it.  See?
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, we understand your
10    concern.  It's in the record.  I guess we -- as I said, we
11    can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's
12    in the record and it will be considered in the EIS.  And,
13    you know, once it's in the draft EIS, you will have an
14    opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed
15    that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.
16    But again, yes, I agree it's a legitimate concern, one
17    that we may not have a lot of control over but, you know,
18    it will be considered and we will do what we can.
19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So first of all, Evelyn
20    speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture --
21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.
22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- and of the history --
23                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.
24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- of this community.  And
25    I think we -- we shiver a little bit to hear the power of
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 1    your testimony.  The EIS has a certain job to do.  And
 2    it's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns
 3    about the forces of change in the region, but we are going
 4    to work hard to do the best job in the EIS.  So your
 5    comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what
 6    are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the
 7    project footprint, what are the estimated effects on
 8    traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough
 9    about that.
10              Now, it's going to start with those subsistence
11    and traditional land use studies.  The State subsistence
12    division has been visiting in the communities in the last
13    three or four years and put together new subsistence use
14    maps and so on.  That's just the beginning of
15    documentation on this.  We are going to try and go through
16    that information, synthesize it and estimate what those
17    effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.
18    You are going to help us get it right because the draft
19    EIS is a document -- it's out for several weeks, for
20    months for the communities to review and to provide
21    comments on.
22              And I do want to say in all sincerity that the
23    spirit of this is we are going to learn together.  We are
24    going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a lot
25    of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their
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 1    traditional use areas.  I know that.  I sat in this
 2    village and did maps with people in the 1980s.  It's work,
 3    and people do it because they want it to matter.  So we
 4    are going to recognize and respect the effort that's
 5    already in those studies.  And the testimony, the
 6    questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do
 7    our best in that draft EIS.  I can tell you that.  But we
 8    are going to leave some things out.  We are not going to
 9    get it all the first time we try.  And so the public
10    review of the draft EIS is very, very important.
11              And that's where -- so our job is to fully
12    disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly
13    can about what were the existing conditions and what are
14    the likely changes under the project, the potential
15    environmental effects.  That's what an EIS does.  And then
16    it goes in front of the agencies to make permitting
17    decisions.  But I really want to say you are going to help
18    us do a good job on that along the way.  We have several
19    years to work on this.  It's not going to be an overnight
20    or a slipshod piece of work.  It's going to be a detailed,
21    careful piece of work.  And we are going to bring it back
22    to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.
23              Don has emphasized that the government is not
24    going to manage private landowners.  And in almost all the
25    ways that is true.  Air emissions that would go off of
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 1    private land -- there are a few things where they are
 2    regulated, but this EIS is not going to change land
 3    ownership, private land ownership.
 4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  That's not what I'm
 5    talking about here, Taylor.  What we are talking about is
 6    traditional land use.  Okay.  We are not talking about who
 7    owns the land or anything else.  Personally I don't care
 8    who owns the land.  It's our traditional area.  This is
 9    going to come up throughout this process.  I know it.  And
10    I need answers, too, because I don't have any to tell
11    anybody when they ask me about it.  It is a very sensitive
12    subject.
13              And this is the biggest part of this whole thing
14    is everybody is concerned about -- look at the Red Devil
15    Mine.  When it was going there was a lot of jobs in the
16    area.  Everything was going along good.  It closed in
17    1971.  What was left?  What was left?  Red Devil is, you
18    know, Red Devil.  I mean, it's got a huge runway, and who
19    uses it?  What benefit did it bring to this area?
20    Nothing, you know.  And they are gone.
21              Is that what's going to happen to Crooked Creek,
22    too?  You know --
23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the boom and bust
24    cycle.  What could be the boom and bust cycle is another
25    kind of question to be addressed in the EIS.
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 1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  It's going to come up.
 2    It comes up all the time over here.  I have to bring it to
 3    you.
 4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's good input.  That's
 5    what we are here for.  So thank you for speaking quite
 6    frankly about it.  There are some other people who also
 7    have ideas.
 8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  My name is
 9    Barbara Crane-Kinzy.  I'm from Sleetmute, like him.  And
10    our traditional harvesting is on a timeline basis.  Like
11    she said, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up
12    and pick them.  When it's time to get beaver -- you know,
13    there is a timeline for everything, everything that we
14    harvest.  We are here today and we are gone tomorrow, like
15    she says.  And I pray to God that my great, great
16    grandchildren will be able to go out and do the
17    traditional things that we do years and years way down
18    past 27 -- what you said, 26?
19                    MR. KUHLE:  27 and a half years.
20                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINSEY:  I hope the land
21    is rich and bountiful for them as it is -- as it has been
22    for us.  And you said there is job opportunities for the
23    communities.  What I want to know is, are you guys going
24    to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain
25    these jobs?  Is there training available?  Is there an
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 1    outline where each and every one that may have an
 2    opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is
 3    there something that they can say, hey, I can do this; you
 4    know, I want to try this out?  Where is the -- the
 5    training in this for, you know, our people?
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess my understanding is
 7    that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with
 8    trying to hire local people that -- again, the impacts to
 9    the local communities will be, you know, addressed in the
10    EIS.  I guess I don't have specifics in that regard at
11    this time but, you know, it is something that is
12    considered is the effects on the local communities.
13                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I've heard
14    testimonies of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying
15    oh, yeah, they hired this guy from way down states come up
16    to flip pancakes for us.  And it's, what, there is a lot
17    of us over here that know how to cook, you know.  There is
18    lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our
19    people need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so
20    that we can get off welfare.
21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess the reason that we had
22    it on the slide is it's one of the issues that we are
23    aware of and will be addressed.  So the fact that we had
24    it on the slide, you know, we are planning to look at that
25    in the EIS.
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 1                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  Doi.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
 3    go into the formal comments?
 4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think on the sign-in
 5    sheets there was a little column that said would you like
 6    to testify, yes or no.  And it might seem a little formal.
 7    We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's
 8    Evelyn.  And we will hear Evelyn's formal comments here,
 9    but then if anybody else would like to make additional
10    comments, of course we would be happy to hear it.  So
11    whether you signed it or not, we are here to listen.  We
12    are here to learn.
13              Now I think it's time to turn to Evelyn's formal
14    comments, and then we will make room for anybody else
15    after that.
16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'm Evelyn Thomas, the
17    Crooked Creek Tribal Council president.  Over the past, I
18    don't know, several years we have known that this time was
19    coming.  And over this time there has been different
20    comments and different questions and different concerns
21    brought up to the traditional council, to either myself or
22    to other people who have served on the traditional
23    council.  There is great concern for the loss of our
24    traditional ways of life, okay, how the -- the land and
25    the water and the air is going to be protected throughout
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 1    all of this.  We hear horror stories all the time of
 2    things going wrong everywhere all over.
 3              So far we have had a good relationship with
 4    Donlin Gold Project.  They have always been up front and
 5    very honest with whatever we have asked of them.  We do
 6    understand our environment.  It comes from generations of
 7    our people living in this area, that it's just like you
 8    just know.  It's passed down.  You know, like we know what
 9    season we need to get fish.  We know what season we need
10    to get the berries.  We know what season to get the
11    lauhyuks [ph] and the angukaqs.  We know these things and
12    we know this area that we live in.  There is concern about
13    the loss of that way of life.
14              We also know that with jobs comes problems.  And
15    as the people who live here and have lived here for
16    generations, we are part of the environment of this area.
17    We know that this project, it will bring much needed money
18    and jobs into this area.  However, there is going to also
19    bring the bad stuff.  The drugs and the alcohol will be
20    here.
21              Look at now.  The Crooked Creek Traditional
22    Council makes payroll twice a month.  As soon as we are
23    going to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the
24    alcohol into the community to be sold.  So there will be
25    more of that.
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 1              There has been positives for this community.
 2    There has also been negatives for this community.  And we
 3    know that we are going to have to find a balance between
 4    those two things.  But they -- the concerns that were
 5    brought up tonight are very real.  There is worry about
 6    the water.  There is worry about the air.  We hear it all
 7    the time.  Those questions need to be answered to our
 8    people as well as you can answer them to everyone here.
 9    This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare --
10    welfare economy.  And we welcome it.
11              We don't want to go into it and to do things
12    here like anything goes.  You see what we are saying?  We
13    are saying we don't want to do it -- okay.  You want to do
14    that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give
15    three people in this village a job.  We want to be sure
16    that it is done in a safe and responsible manner.
17              We want -- the people of our community and the
18    surrounding community, especially upriver, they have
19    people working at the mine, too.  Sleetmute will be an
20    invaluable addition to our meetings because they live ten
21    miles from Red Devil.  What was their impacts from that
22    mine when it was going on?  I know some of them were
23    pretty bad.  People from Crooked Creek worked up there,
24    and I know some of the impacts on Crooked Creek were
25    pretty bad.
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 1              I have a paper prepared for whoever wants to
 2    take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had;
 3    you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's
 4    going to happen if the -- because we drink water from the
 5    creek and we use water from the creek for washing and
 6    cleaning and things like that.  What's going to happen if
 7    they use so much water that we don't have enough for
 8    Crooked Creek to use?  Okay.  And supposedly the water is
 9    owned by the State of Alaska, I guess.  I don't think
10    there is any private ownership.  How can we make sure we
11    have enough water for our community?  You know, things
12    like this, these are going to come up.
13              They are all in this paper here.  And I will
14    give you a copy to take with you.  I've given one to April
15    already so she will be prepared for it.  But that's all I
16    have to say.
17              I thank you.  Especially I want to thank the
18    Army Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two
19    years ago when we flooded.  They were -- when we called up
20    to ask them for permission to build over there by the
21    airport because we couldn't get permission from TKC to
22    build and if we could use gravel from the river, we had an
23    answer from the Army Corps in two hours.  So they helped
24    us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt
25    for our people who had lost everything.  So we thank you
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 1    for that.  Thank you.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody that didn't sign up
 3    wish to make comments?  If not, I thank you again for
 4    coming.  Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com.  My
 5    contact information is available on the website.  Or if
 6    you would like, you can stop by and I'll give it to you.
 7    If you have any concerns, you can contact --
 8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  On your website
 9    can we see other people's comments?
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Eventually they will be
11    posted, yes.
12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  After all of the meetings
13    the transcripts will be summarized in a report, and that
14    report will be on the website to kind of gather together
15    the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of
16    the communities together.  So that's going to be a little
17    while.  We finish the meetings in the end of March, and
18    it's about May before that report will be posted.
19                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I want it to be
20    like Facebook where I can add another comment.
21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know if people saw
22    the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.
23    Another newsletter will come out to summarize the scoping
24    meetings.  So some of the biggest issues will be
25    summarized in there.  And then the scoping report will be
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 1    quite lengthy.  There will be a lot of detail in that
 2    report.
 3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'd like to -- one
 4    more thank you.  Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when
 5    the State of Alaska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up
 6    here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly.  They
 7    refused to come for eight hours for up to two days.
 8    Donlin Gold did come in here.  They showed -- they showed
 9    me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that
10    they were willing to put themselves out to make sure that
11    we didn't have any loss of life.  So there was that --
12    there is that positive.  They have worked hard to build
13    this trust between the village and them, and we very much
14    appreciated that because I believe that we would have lost
15    Elders and infants during that time if we hadn't been able
16    to get them out of here and into Donlin Gold where they
17    took us.  And they weren't ready for babies and old people
18    and whatever.  And we thank them for that also.
19                    MR. KUHLE:  If there is no more comments,
20    again, thanks for coming.
21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we will hang around
22    after.  Please feel free to visit with any of the agency
23    representatives with any other questions or comments.  We
24    would welcome it.  Thanks so much for coming tonight.
25    It's a huge group of folks.  We are really pleased to see
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 1    the turn out.  So thank you.
 2               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m.)
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2             (Invocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)
 3                  MR. KUHLE: We will get started.  I'd like
 4  to welcome you to the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold
 5  Project environmental impact statement, also known as an
 6  EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle.  I'm from the U.S. Army Corps
 7  of Engineers.  I'm the project manager for the EIS.  There
 8  are a number of cooperating agencies here who will
 9  participate in the EIS.  And we also have a third-party
10  contractor here.  I'll take a minute to let them introduce
11  themselves.  Let's do the agencies first.
12                  MR. BALLOU: Good evening.  My name is
13  Doug Ballou.  I'm with the Bureau of Land Management, the
14  Anchorage field office.  We are a cooperator on this
15  environmental impact study, and I'm really glad that you
16  are here tonight.  We are very interested in hearing your
17  input and feedback on the various issues that this study
18  will be addressing.  So again, thank you for coming out.
19  And I'll be available after the meeting if you have any
20  specific questions related to BLM's role in this process.
21  Thank you.
22                  MR. JEN: Hi.  Good evening.  My name is
23  Mark Jen.  I'm with the EPA, and we're a cooperating
24  agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the development
25  of the environmental impact statement and to address
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 1  impacts associated with the Donlin Gold mining project.
 2  And so you have got all the federal and State agencies
 3  here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your
 4  comments.  So thank you very much.
 5                  MR. BRUNO: I'm Jeff Bruno with the State
 6  of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and we are also
 7  a cooperating agency.  And if you have any specific
 8  questions related to the State, I might not have all the
 9  answers, as I represent kind of a lot of different
10  departments, but I'll either get back to you or have an
11  answer.  So please come and see me after the presentation
12  if you have any specific questions for the State.
13                  MR. BRELSFORD: And I'm Taylor Brelsford.
14  It's really special to be back working for a project in
15  the Kuskokwim River.  It's been many, many years since my
16  family was young living in Sleetmute and again in Aniak.
17            I work as a contractor for the Army Corps of
18  Engineers, and our responsibility -- I work with a company
19  called URS Corporation.  And our responsibility is to help
20  prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to
21  support the Army Corps of Engineers on this EIS.
22                  MR. MOXIE ALEXIE: My name is Moxie
23  Alexie.  I'm from Sleetmute.  I'm with URS as part of the
24  Donlin Gold Project with the EIS team with URS.  And it's
25  good to be back in my home area.
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 1                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Welcome home.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: We'll move now into the
 3  program.  Feel free to ask any questions as we go along.
 4  If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify
 5  yourself, give us your name for the record.
 6            Okay.  We will move into the agenda.  This is
 7  the agenda for this evening, just to provide with you an
 8  idea of the topics that we are going to cover.  We have
 9  done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk about
10  the purpose of tonight's meeting.  And then we will
11  provide the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to
12  provide a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
13  proposed it.  And we will summarize a few of the issues as
14  a way of inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get
15  involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
16            We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed an
17  open pit gold mine ten miles up Crooked Creek, which I
18  guess you know is located on the Kuskokwim River.  And in
19  order to comply with the National Environmental Policy
20  Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
21  will be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the
22  potential impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor
23  an opponent of the project.  The EIS will be used in
24  making permit decisions by the Corps and by other
25  agencies.  And the scoping meetings are the first step in
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 1  the EIS process.
 2            This map gives an orientation to the project
 3  area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
 4  of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
 5  As you can see, it's a remote area with little development
 6  to date.  There are no existing roads to the region.  The
 7  map shows that the existing transportation and energy
 8  infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
 9  Alaska.
10            The proposed mine would require all new
11  infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of
12  these would be subject to permitting before they could
13  proceed.
14            This map gives an idea of the logistics and
15  supply links to the proposed project.  The transportation
16  logistics for the mine include cargo and fuel from the
17  west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in
18  Dutch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then
19  again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go
20  to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well.  And the
21  fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge
22  landing that would be constructed at Jungjuk.  There would
23  also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring
24  in natural gas for the mill.
25            We are now going to take a look at the EIS
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 1  process, and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in
 2  the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act
 3  requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
 4  affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
 5  case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits
 6  under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
 7  the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits
 8  would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
 9  evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
10  project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
11  regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
12  to make their permit decisions.
13            In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is
14  also required to complete a public interest review and an
15  analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,
16  which requires that we select the least environmentally
17  damaging practicable alternative.  We will incorporate the
18  information necessary for these determinations into the
19  EIS.
20            This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
21  the regional organization will all work together on the
22  EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected based upon their
23  permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  As an
24  example, the project would occur on BLM and State of
25  Alaska lands, so they will evaluate whether to issue
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 1  right-of-way permits for use of these lands.  Tribal
 2  governments and regional cooperators participate to
 3  contribute specialized knowledge about the local area,
 4  resources and land use.
 5            The Donlin Gold Project will require many
 6  federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides
 7  six examples, and I'll mention two of them and ask you to
 8  read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would
 9  place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
10  States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
11  decisions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.
12            Also, since a portion of the pipeline project
13  would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
14  right-of-way application.  You can find a more
15  comprehensive list of the required permits on the Donlin
16  Gold application, which can be found on the project
17  website.
18            There are also many permits required from the
19  State of Alaska.  Three departments of the State
20  government are noted here.  For example, over 60 percent
21  of the pipeline would be installed on State lands, so the
22  Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
23  right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental
24  Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
25  air quality permits, and the Department of Fish & Game has
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 1  permitting responsibility to protect fish habitat.
 2            So this overview of permits has shown why the
 3  various agencies are involved in the EIS.  So we will now
 4  turn to the milestones of an EIS.  Some of you may be
 5  familiar with the steps in preparing an EIS.  The diagram
 6  on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking
 7  from now till November 2015.
 8            On December 14th of last year, a Notice of
 9  Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal
10  Register, and that was the kickoff for the EIS.  And we --
11  at that point we began scoping on December 14th, and that
12  will continue through March 29th of this year.  And during
13  that period we will be having scoping meetings, one of
14  which is why we are here tonight.  And we will also be
15  taking comments on the project.  You can find more
16  information on the website and submit comments through the
17  website, as well.
18            The information that we gather during the
19  scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EIS,
20  which is expected to be completed about August of 2014.
21  That's an estimated time, the best we can estimate at this
22  point.  That could change, but that's what we are
23  projecting right now.  The draft will then be put out for
24  public review.  And again, we will have a round of
25  meetings similar to what we are having now.  And we will
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 1  also solicit comments on the project again.
 2            Using the information gathered on the draft, we
 3  will prepare the final EIS, which we expect to be
 4  completed in October 2015.  Then the final EIS will be
 5  used by the agencies involved to make their permit
 6  decisions, and each agency will prepare their own Record
 7  of Decision.  And those are expected to be done about
 8  November of 2015.
 9            The most important thing to note from this slide
10  are the two gold-colored circles.  Those are the scoping
11  period and the comment period on the draft.  And those are
12  the best opportunities to provide input into the project.
13  And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any
14  comments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed
15  in the draft EIS.  So it's important that you get your
16  comments to us by then.
17            The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
18  information and to listen to residents in the affected
19  region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The
20  first is to share information about the proposed project.
21  And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation
22  tonight.  And as I mentioned, you can also get information
23  on the website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as
24  well.
25            The next -- second purpose is to provide
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 1  information about EIS milestones.  And that's what we
 2  showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overview
 3  for the time frame for the EIS.  And the next two are to
 4  identify issues and concerns to examine in the EIS and to
 5  identify useful information from communities.  And we are
 6  counting on you to help us with these last two.  We would
 7  like to know what you would like to see addressed in the
 8  EIS and if you have information that we can use to make
 9  informed decisions.
10            This is a schedule for our scoping meetings.
11  And the first week we are -- we started with the villages
12  nearest the project.  The second week will be focused on
13  the lower Kuskokwim River.  And the third week we will be
14  traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.
15  And the final round will be in the middle Yukon and upper
16  Kuskokwim.
17            In this map the color scheme represents the many
18  subregions of the project area.  And it helps to show how
19  the scoping plan was developed.  For example, the orange
20  dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest to
21  the project area.  And in this subregion we are holding
22  meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the
23  mine site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub.
24  For the other subregions, meetings will similarly be held
25  in the subregional hubs.
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 1            Okay.  We will stop here to see if there is any
 2  questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Any questions
 3  before we move on?
 4                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Are you going to be
 5  having meetings all the way down toward Nunivak Island?
 6                  MR. BRELSFORD: Not actually on Nunivak
 7  Island, but on the Bering Sea coast between the mouth of
 8  the Kuskokwim and the mouth of the Yukon River.
 9                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Is that because of the
10  barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to
11  have meetings out there?
12                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I'm setting a bad
13  example.  This is Taylor speaking.  It's Evelyn Thomas who
14  asked the question.  Go ahead.
15                  MR. KUHLE: Yes.  We are looking at any --
16  we have looked at all -- we identified the region and the
17  communities that could -- any that could potentially be
18  affected by the proposed project.  And yes, that could
19  include any affected by navigation.  It could also be any
20  of them affected by socioeconomic effects.  So any of that
21  could in any way be affected by the project.
22                  MR. BRELSFORD: So the project area is
23  going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates
24  all the way to the Kuskokwim Valley and down; and then the
25  entire YK Delta, the Calista shareholder villages, are all
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 1  connected to the potential economics of this project.  So
 2  that's how the 66 villages within the project area became
 3  part of the definition of the project area.
 4            The direct environmental effects, like effects
 5  on water or noise disturbance, barging, those might be
 6  more concentrated on the Kuskokwim River Valley, the
 7  Kuskokwim River region, but the other communities have had
 8  a history of employment in the project and may have some
 9  participation in the socioeconomic aspects of the project
10  as it goes forward.
11                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: I didn't see Stony
12  River and Sleetmute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that
13  list, and they, too, will be affected by this.
14                  MR. KUHLE: As we have tried to explain,
15  we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using
16  a regional hub approach to get to as many of the
17  communities as we have.  There is information also
18  available on the website.  There is newsletters going out
19  to all those communities so they will have an opportunity
20  to provide information and to get information about the
21  project and to provide their comments to us in those
22  matters.
23                  MR. DAVID JOHN: You know that topic --
24  Are you going to go up to Lime Village, also, way up and
25  down all these villages?  There are people from up there


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (3) Pages 10 - 13







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Crooked Creek January 16, 2013


Page 14


 1  that will be affected, also.
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: We are going to ask one
 3  more time for folks to please say your names so it can be
 4  on the court recorder on the transcript.  I do want to say
 5  it's a little bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's
 6  important is that we have to go back through and code all
 7  of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the
 8  comments that are made during the meeting.  So please help
 9  us out to be sure that we get a good, complete
10  documentation of the meeting.  And I know it's a little
11  annoying, but please do say your name when you have a
12  question.
13                  MR. KUHLE: I don't know.  Maybe we could
14  go back to the previous slide.  It would show -- or the
15  previous couple slides shows the communities that we will
16  be going to.  Those are the communities that we will be
17  going to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of
18  their hub communities for the various subregional -- or
19  the subregions.  And we are going to those areas to
20  provide as much information as we can.  And there is --
21  the others we are sending out newsletters to every
22  resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing
23  information on the website.  And I also provide my direct
24  phone line and e-mail.
25            So we are -- that's the approach we are taking
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 1  to gather as much information as we can.  We believe that
 2  it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input
 3  or to hear about the project and provide input.
 4                  MR. DAVID JOHN: It is going to have a big
 5  impact on people that are closer to the project than the
 6  ones around the outskirts of it.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Well, again, we feel like
 8  there is potential impacts.  We identified all -- the
 9  total number of communities.  We looked at -- our tribal
10  liaison, you know, contacted 66 communities.  Those were
11  the ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the
12  project, and we felt we needed to provide information to
13  all of them.  And the approach we are taking, again, is to
14  focus on the subregions.  And you know, we are not going
15  to every community, but we feel the approach we are taking
16  is providing an opportunity to every community to be part
17  of the process.
18                  MR. BRELSFORD: So Don, let me build on
19  this a little bit.  I think the comments go to the
20  question of fair play and that the communities that might
21  be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be
22  heard.  And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the
23  subsistence use areas for the Stony River and Lime
24  Village, and they should really and truly have a direct
25  invitation, direct opportunity to participate.  I think
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 1  that's a really important scoping comment for us to have
 2  written down.  And I think some of the things that we can
 3  do -- Don is really emphasizing that we are trying to
 4  spread out the opportunity across the big region.  So
 5  that's one good idea.
 6            But the other one is to really have some direct
 7  contact with some of the communities that may not get to
 8  the meetings.  So we can make some follow-up phone calls
 9  to the tribe, corporation, city leaders as appropriate to
10  kind of answer questions or emphasize the value of having
11  your voice heard early in the EIS process and mention
12  again the website or the newsletters.  I think what I hear
13  from this is we ought to do a little better on individual
14  outreach to some of those villages.  So I think that's a
15  really good comment.
16                  MR. DAVID JOHN: You got plan A right now.
17  Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?
18                  MR. KUHLE: For outreach to the
19  communities?  As I said, our tribal liaison has contacted
20  or attempted to contact all 66 of those communities.
21  She's made follow-up phone calls and e-mails at least
22  twice so far to those.  And I expect she will continue to
23  do that if we don't hear anything from, like you
24  mentioned, Lime Village.  Yes, we can ask her to try to
25  get in touch with them and see if there is some reason
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 1  that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically
 2  ask them, you know, if there is some reason -- if they
 3  have no interest in participating or if they simply
 4  haven't heard.  But as I said, she made several efforts so
 5  far to contact every community.
 6                  MR. DAVID JOHN: It would be good to make
 7  an effort instead of ignoring them.
 8                  MR. KUHLE: Right.  And I don't -- thank
 9  you.  I don't believe we have ignored them.  And we will
10  continue to make an effort.
11                  MR. DAVID JOHN: I appreciate the
12  opportunity to have an input tonight.
13                  MR. BRELSFORD: So we have some homework
14  based on this comment.  We will make some follow-up calls.
15                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Evelyn Thomas, tribal
16  council president of Crooked Creek.  There is a big
17  concern.  I've mentioned it before.  Is this TKC and
18  Calista going to allow exclusive use of this route where
19  the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going
20  to be?  We want to know if that's going to be closed off
21  from us.  That's a question that we have that's really --
22  that's for all of the river villages, more so than
23  Napaimute or anywhere else.  If it's going to be closed
24  off from us, I personally will have a problem.
25                  MR. KUHLE: We will talk about that a
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 1  little bit later in the program, and if you still have
 2  questions at that point, please ask them again.
 3                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: I will.
 4                  MR. BRELSFORD: Ready to move on, then?
 5  That was a good discussion to warm up.  Now we're ready to
 6  go into the pipeline components.  Not just the pipeline.
 7  The project components.
 8                  MR. KUHLE: As Taylor just said, we will
 9  move into a summary of the mining project as proposed by
10  Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two
11  large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
12  NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands
13  owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
14  Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim
15  Corporation is the surface owner.
16            As you can see, it's a very large project,
17  expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per
18  year for an expected life span of 27 and a half years.  It
19  will process 59,000 tons of ore each day.
20            We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be
21  located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
22  Cook Inlet into the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home
23  to some 66 communities that might be affected by the
24  project.  For many communities the project might affect
25  lands and resources that are used for subsistence and


Page 19


 1  other livelihood activities.  This project will face an
 2  extensive set of legal requirements, many permits and many
 3  agencies involved.
 4            The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
 5  the time line from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
 6  worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
 7  for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
 8  We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the
 9  first step of which is the scoping meetings, and that's
10  why we are here tonight.  At the conclusion of the EIS
11  process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny
12  their permits.  If permits are issued, Donlin Gold can
13  proceed with three to four years of construction and an
14  estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
15            At the conclusion of the active life of the
16  mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
17  reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
18  facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
19  treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility,
20  and also the waste rock storage facilities.  The land
21  would be recontoured and native vegetation would be
22  planted.
23            I'll turn to the major components of the
24  project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
25  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
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 1  Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe,
 2  meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage
 3  permafrost.
 4            Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
 5  pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
 6  horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
 7  center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
 8  technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
 9  the three forks of the George River.  The image of the
10  block valve on the right side of the slide in the
11  right-hand photo there shows that the pipeline
12  right-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't
13  block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way
14  would be brushed every ten years to provide continued
15  access for monitoring and maintenance, and that would be
16  done by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not
17  create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would
18  allow access, but after construction no improved access
19  for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.
20                  MR. BRELSFORD: So let's pause and see --
21  Evelyn was here.  This was her question.  So again, I
22  think what we want to emphasize, this picture is kind of
23  hard to see in the room, but the right-of-way continues up
24  this ridge, and it's brushed down low.  The trees grow up
25  alongside.  But it's not fenced off.  So the important
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 1  thing is for the traditional land uses and subsistence in
 2  the upper Kuskokwim River or along the Alaska Range as it
 3  comes over to the Kuskokwim, it's not a barrier to
 4  subsistence uses to access for subsistence purposes.
 5  These block valves would be located about every 20 miles.
 6  Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.
 7  They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.
 8            So this was a really important question.  And I
 9  want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as
10  we could.  So maybe that's enough of emphasizing on that
11  one.
12                  MR. KUHLE: Will check with Evelyn when
13  she gets back.
14            This slide shows that the pipeline would start
15  at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
16  along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
17  River Valley, and continue west to the mine site near
18  Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
19  State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native
20  corporation land.
21            Note the blue segment in the middle where an
22  alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge
23  and the Alaska Range.  This alternate route would separate
24  at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at
25  milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps
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 1  that this alternative is under consideration and will be
 2  examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
 3  summer.
 4            This slide shows the project components at the
 5  mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.
 6  Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover
 7  1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
 8  1,850 feet deep near the end of the mine life.  Number two
 9  is the tailings impoundment, which technically is referred
10  to as a waste treatment facility, and it would cover about
11  2,350 acres, or three and a half square miles.  Tailings
12  refer to the powder-like material that is left after the
13  gold has been removed from the mill.
14            Number three is the waste rock facility, which
15  would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that's
16  removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major
17  facilities support the mill, which would process 59,000
18  tons of ore per day.
19            This is an overview of the transportation
20  infrastructure.  The mine will require new or expanded
21  port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and
22  cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges
23  they move up to a new barge landing near Jungjuk, and from
24  there the cargo and fuel would be transferred along a new
25  30-mile road that would be constructed to the mine site.


Page 23


 1  Also at the mine site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrip,
 2  and there would also be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage
 3  facility at the mine site.
 4            The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
 5  extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
 6  1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26
 7  acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
 8  traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and
 9  diesel fuel.  The fuel would be needed to power the large
10  mine equipment and trucks at the mine site.  The fuel
11  barges would be double-hulled.
12            The navigation season would be about 110 days
13  per year.  There would be about three barge tows passing
14  per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down
15  the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at
16  about any point on the river each day.  There will be four
17  barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel
18  barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 tons
19  each.  Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gallons each.  The
20  shipping season and the barge tow frequency and the number
21  of barges loads would be roughly the same both during the
22  construction period and during operation of the mine.
23            Additional infrastructure includes a
24  construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
25  construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs.  This
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 1  includes some smaller remote camps for pipeline
 2  construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and
 3  would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
 4  shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
 5  workforce would be on site at any given time.
 6            We will stop now and see if there are any
 7  questions on the project and its components.  Any
 8  questions at this time before we move on?
 9                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: The four barges a day,
10  that would be throughout the life of the mine?  It would
11  be every day for 30 years, about?
12                  MR. KUHLE: There would be four barges per
13  tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on
14  average during the 110-day season.
15                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: And that would go on
16  for the life of the mine?
17                  MR. KUHLE: Yes.
18                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Every year?
19                  MR. KUHLE: Every year and an estimated
20  110 days per year navigation season with the most -- most
21  days you would see three barges per day.
22                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Okay.  And that's for
23  30 years, every summer for 30 years?
24                  MR. KUHLE: Three to four years of
25  construction and 27 and a half years of the mine life and
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 1  probably some period during the restoration period.
 2                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Okay.
 3                  MS. JANINE STEWMAN: My name is Janine
 4  Stewman.  What model are they using to go underneath the
 5  river?  What's their protection?  What is the model they
 6  are using to do the piping underneath the river?  How are
 7  they going to guarantee there won't be a leak?  How are
 8  they going to assure us of that?  How would we get that
 9  information?
10                  MR. KUHLE: The guarantee -- the
11  pipeline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHMSA, or
12  the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
13  Administration, and they will review the pipeline to
14  ensure the safety of it.  As far as a model for going
15  underneath, I'm not sure exactly how that was modeled
16  or -- as I understand it, it will be well beneath the bed,
17  I believe even through the bedrock, and there will be
18  block valves every two feet -- I'm sorry -- every 20 miles
19  along the pipeline, so if there is a leak detected, it
20  would stop the flow of gas.  But the main responsibility
21  for that would be PHMSA.
22                  MR. BRELSFORD: So it might be helpful to
23  say all of this starts with geotechnical studies.  So they
24  actually study the rock and the stability and what
25  engineering features, and they use that in order to design
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 1  the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling
 2  exercises.  Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor
 3  that comes out of the federal regulations.  And then all
 4  of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk
 5  of spill.
 6            And then much further down the road there are
 7  spill response plans and obligations in the permits so
 8  that if there were ever an uncontrolled release, a spill
 9  of some sort, the safety measures would be in place.  The
10  block valves would be one, but then the spill response,
11  the equipment on site, the personnel who are trained to
12  respond to a spill.  There is kind of a train of things to
13  prevent first, and then have -- have well-established
14  procedures to respond if there ever were a release.
15                  MS. JANINE STEWMAN: How would they do the


16  inspection on that?  Because you said they are going to do
17  inspections.  So that would be one question I would like
18  to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there
19  is no leak.
20                  MR. KUHLE: Inspect the part that's
21  under --
22                  MS. JANINE STEWMAN: Right.  Because that
23  would be hard to inspect, I think.
24                  MR. KUHLE: I guess I'm not very familiar
25  with that, but I expect it would be done remotely, that
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 1  they would, you know, tell by pressure sensors or --
 2                 MR. JOHN THOMAS: They send a pig down it.
 3  They call it a pig.  That's how they check inside a pipe.
 4                  MS. JANINE STEWMAN: The other question to
 5  that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be involved
 6  in that?  Because they monitor me.  I'm a fuel vendor.
 7  They monitor me because I'm on the river.  So I'm assuming
 8  they are going to want to be a part of that.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: If you are on the river -- I
10  talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to
11  be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had
12  if there were any structures crossing the river, and there
13  are not.  It's beneath the river.  And I don't believe
14  that they will have --
15                  MS. JANINE STEWMAN: They don't have any
16  questions?
17                  MR. KUHLE: No.  I believe as long as it's
18  well beneath the bed of the river.  But they will
19  certainly be involved later in the process.  I mean, we
20  will contact them to, you know, see what they have for
21  comments and --
22                  MR. BRELSFORD: So there are probably a
23  couple of parts going on.  First, this was John Thomas
24  that provided information about the pig.
25                  MS. JANINE STEWMAN: Which sounds right.
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 1  I know we send pigs from the barge to the -- when we do a
 2  field dispensing from the barge to the tank farm, but I
 3  wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.
 4                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I think, as Don is
 5  saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are
 6  really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline
 7  safety.  Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those
 8  steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes
 9  and the protective measures that you are quite familiar
10  with.  I don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this
11  case.  And most of what we think the Coast Guard would
12  focus on here would be more navigation, particularly at
13  the mouth where a lot of traffic might be involved in
14  bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.
15            So there is a lot of little pieces to this
16  project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of
17  clarify who might be doing which parts of it.
18                  MS. JANINE STEWMAN: On that model, before
19  I give it over, do they show how many times it crosses the
20  river from -- you know --
21                  MR. KUHLE: From Cook Inlet to the mine
22  site?
23                  MS. JANINE STEWMAN: Right.
24                  MR. BRELSFORD: Moxie, could you go to the
25  map?  So there are eight major river crossings with the
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 1  horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD.
 2  Come forward to the pipeline components.  So the eight
 3  major river systems have these gold stars, and then there
 4  are dozens -- there are somewhere in the neighborhood of
 5  hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies
 6  that are crossed.  And there are several techniques that
 7  are used in those, depending on whether they have
 8  anadromous salmon runs or not.  And some of them involve
 9  trenching and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a
10  time where it would not affect the fish resources.
11            There is a very detailed listing of this in the
12  plan of development for the pipeline that is available on
13  the website.  So it's possible to kind of follow a lot of
14  details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the
15  more thorough documentation behind it.
16                  MR. TIM ZAUKAR: I was going to ask about
17  the pollution from the generators they are going to have
18  back there.  There will be a lot of pollution coming out
19  that will come down here probably.
20                  MR. KUHLE: From generators at the mine
21  site?
22                  MR. TIM ZAUKAR: I was asking about the
23  pollution from the generators.  And like, you know --
24                  MR. KUHLE: I don't have specific details
25  on that, other than I can assure you that it will
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 1  certainly be addressed.  And it's a real concern and it
 2  will be addressed in the EIS at length.
 3                  MR. BRELSFORD: So there is a little bit
 4  more to the question.  Air quality, protecting air quality
 5  and understanding what emissions might come from the power
 6  generator or any of the trucks, all of it.  Air emissions
 7  is going to be a very big focus in this EIS.  But then you
 8  were also asking what happens; does it travel; would the
 9  air currents carry contaminated air or contaminants in the
10  air from the mine site down to the communities; would it
11  affect the communities nearby.
12            And again, these are good, good scoping
13  questions to set the target for the EIS analysis so that
14  these are both aspects that would definitely be analyzed
15  quite thoroughly in the EIS.  And this is a good way to
16  put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.
17            I forgot one other thing.  Part of the thing
18  about having natural gas to power the electrical
19  generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form
20  of power generation than diesel would be.  So some of the
21  original design is already looking at how to minimize air
22  emissions or difficulties with air quality.
23                  MR. KUHLE: As we said, the purpose of
24  scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One
25  major area of concern is water resources.  The project is
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 1  designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
 2  water, but there could still be concerns.  Some examples
 3  are noted on this slide.
 4            Streams and other surface waters would be
 5  diverted away from and around the mining activities in
 6  order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
 7  Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
 8  process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.
 9  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
10  adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
11  streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
12  could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock
13  tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed
14  to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
15            Air quality is also important.  This slide shows
16  some examples of issues related to air.  There would be
17  several sources of emissions, including a large number of
18  large mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant and dust
19  created by removing and processing the overburden, waste
20  rock and ore.
21            Climate change is a growing concern and will
22  need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons
23  will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several
24  areas.  One of these is naturally occurring mercury or
25  fugitive mercury could be released by exposing it during
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 1  mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur during the
 2  milling process, and any mercury co-product would require
 3  careful storage and transport.
 4            Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
 5  materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
 6  response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.
 7            Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
 8  and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
 9  subsistence and traditional land uses.
10            The proposed project would affect a total of
11  16,300 acres.  Of this, 10,000 acres would be located at
12  the mine site and related infrastructure.  And there would
13  be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pipeline,
14  and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands.  These areas
15  would be affected by -- the wetlands would be affected by
16  excavation filling and vegetation removal or other
17  disturbances.  And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and
18  wildlife habitat loss would occur or be reduced from the
19  16,300 acres affected.  And in addition to habitat loss,
20  there would be disturbance of individual animals.
21            We have already talked quite a bit about barge
22  traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would
23  also be affected by the loss of land to development.
24            Here are some more examples of issues and
25  concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
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 1  cultural resources and recreation.  Community life would
 2  be affected by a large new workforce of 3,000 workers
 3  during the construction period and 1,400 for the permanent
 4  operation of the mine.  There will be new employment and
 5  income, but there would also be many effects on community
 6  life and human health.  Cultural resources, both
 7  archeological and historical, that exist in the area might
 8  also be disturbed or destroyed by construction and
 9  operations.
10            Recreation and visual resources might also be
11  affected, including the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail
12  might also be affected by new structures and mining
13  operations.
14            For all of the issues that are identified, we
15  will look first to avoid the impacts if we can.
16  Otherwise, we will minimize them as much as possible and,
17  if necessary, we will look at ways to mitigate for them.
18            To conclude, we know that the proposed project
19  and land resources are important to you.  And we would
20  like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
21  involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
22  important thing by being here tonight.  And we also ask
23  that you visit our website at donlingoldeis.com or contact
24  me directly at 753-2780 is my direct phone line, or you
25  can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the
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 1  slide.
 2            If you have any tribal matters, you can contact
 3  our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number
 4  and e-mail are also provided.  These are also available on
 5  the donlingoldeis.com website.
 6            Amanda and I have had two tribal teleconferences
 7  so far to discuss cooperating agency status and
 8  government-to-government consultation.  Those were held on
 9  October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have
10  others.  And we will try to contact the tribes that we
11  haven't heard back from.  We have heard back from most of
12  them and there have been a number that haven't responded,
13  but we will make another effort.  And in addition to
14  participating in the EIS, tribal governments also have the
15  opportunity to enter into government-to-government
16  consultation.  It's a separate process from the EIS, but
17  we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.
18  And they will best contact Amanda, but also myself if you
19  have any concerns related to tribal issues.
20            That concludes the presentation.  So I'll
21  answer if there is any remaining questions; otherwise, we
22  will move into the period we set aside for taking
23  testimony, if anybody would like to make comments for the
24  record.
25                  MR. DAVID JOHN: My name is David John.
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 1  I'm concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the
 2  water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and
 3  the game we have because I know they are monitoring our
 4  fish and game right now and water, doing all that to get
 5  information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while
 6  the mine is in operation and also after.
 7            My concern is if there are any changes during
 8  that time, during that 27 years they are going to have
 9  that operation going on, if there is any changes in any
10  fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do
11  something about it?
12                  MR. KUHLE: You mean --
13                  MR. DAVID JOHN: In case you have a leak.
14                  MR. KUHLE: Yeah.  I guess, you know,
15  the -- there will be conditions --
16                  MR. DAVID JOHN: You have got to compare
17  from before it starts and after it starts and during.
18  Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting all
19  that game.
20                  MR. KUHLE: I guess there would -- all of
21  the permits that -- I mean, I can definitely speak for the
22  Corps of Engineers and I expect for other agencies as
23  well.  There will be conditions on the permit that will
24  be, you know, identified through the EIS process to
25  protect the resources.  If there is -- you know, air


Page 36


 1  quality and water quality are, you know, usually regulated
 2  by State permits, and they will have standards on those.
 3  If those are exceeded, you know, then measures will be
 4  taken to require them to come into compliance.  So that --
 5  you know, that's the way that the air and water quality
 6  would be protected throughout the life of the mine.
 7            For fish, you know, if they were -- the State
 8  Fish & Game has requirements for -- they would have to
 9  have a fish habitat permit.  If they were to violate that,
10  they would have to come into compliance.  So, you know,
11  once the permits are issued, you know, there would be
12  conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.
13  If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know,
14  they would be in violation.  So that's --
15                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I think one other thing
16  to add to that is there is a formal monitoring plan as
17  part of the operational plan, part of the permit
18  application from Donlin.  So just where you started, you
19  need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over time
20  and to compare it.  That's exactly right.  That's what the
21  monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.
22  Many environmental dimensions would be monitored on an
23  ongoing basis.
24            And just like you are suggesting, they have to
25  adjust.  If they identify changes, they would have to
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 1  adjust the engineering and the technical work at the mine
 2  or the management in order to respond to any changes in
 3  any of those environmental dimensions.
 4                  MR. DAVID JOHN: Thank you.
 5                  MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
 6  go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to
 7  testify.  If there is no last questions, we will get those
 8  and call the people to provide those comments.
 9                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: This is Evelyn Thomas
10  again.  What kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditional
11  land use.  What -- what is your take on that?  What is --
12  what's that -- how is that part of this?  What would
13  you -- why is it even in there if you know you are going
14  to deal with Calista and TKC and you don't deal with the
15  tribes?  And you have traditional land use of the areas
16  that are going to be affected.  How is that addressed in
17  this EIS?
18                  MR. KUHLE: Well, we are dealing with the
19  tribes.  We have invited tribes to be cooperating
20  agencies, and Crooked Creek is one of those.
21                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: About the traditional
22  land use loss.  Okay.  I saw this.  Okay.  And you are
23  going down river from Crooked Creek.  Okay.  But the
24  people most affected by not using the areas -- let's say
25  if they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (9) Pages 34 - 37







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Crooked Creek January 16, 2013


Page 38


 1  route to go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't
 2  go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to
 3  affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people,
 4  Sleetmute people and Stony River people much more than
 5  from Napaimute on down.  Okay.  This is our -- and this
 6  is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a
 7  lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and
 8  gathering and trapping areas.  And that's going to be part
 9  of this, or is it just going to be mentioned and then
10  left?
11                  MR. KUHLE: That would be part of it.
12  That would be -- you know, we will look at the existing
13  use of the area and look at how that will be affected by
14  the proposed project.  And yes, that will be considered in
15  the EIS process.
16                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Okay.  Because TKC and


17  Calista may own the surface and the subsurface lands back
18  there, but they don't live here.  They don't use the land
19  every day such as we do.  We have not had any meetings
20  with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the
21  closest one to this project.  They have not brought us to
22  the table.  They have not talked of our concerns here in
23  Crooked Creek.  We would like to see them here discussing
24  these things with us also at -- at a public meeting like
25  this, both those organizations.
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 1            Because we live here.  Okay.  We are the ones
 2  giving up the most.  Our traditional ways -- we are --
 3  it's being squeezed.  If we are not going to be able to
 4  use this land, we are going to have more and more
 5  dependence on public assistance.  If we should not be
 6  working back at the mine or have the qualifications that,
 7  say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we
 8  don't meet this or we don't meet that, then we won't be
 9  able to be working back there.  But yet we can't go
10  hunting and fishing on our traditional areas.  So how is
11  that going to be brought into the EIS?
12                  MR. KUHLE: Well, it's brought into the
13  EIS by -- in the first place, you mentioned that you're
14  denied.  It will be on the record.  You are welcome to
15  provide any other comments and concerns to us if you
16  haven't adequately expressed them tonight.  You have a
17  government-to-government, you know, venue to pursue.
18            As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, I guess
19  that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control
20  over them.  I guess that's between you and them.  I guess
21  I don't know what -- you said you thought they would
22  prevent you from taking control over who worked at the
23  mine site?
24                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: No.  That's not what I
25  meant.  What I meant was they control access to
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 1  traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap
 2  and fish.  They could potentially keep us from going on
 3  those because the mine is going to have safety concerns.
 4  They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get
 5  hurt.  Okay?  And they are going to have their business.
 6  They are going to look out for liability.  All right?  So
 7  they are going to want to have everybody staying away from
 8  there.  So the people of this community and these closer
 9  communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if
10  we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to replace
11  that?  Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and
12  pick berries or, you know -- you see what I'm saying?
13            Because we have not -- we have not been able to
14  bring Calista and TKC to the table for this.  They made
15  all of these deals back there without the community of
16  Crooked Creek involved.  They mentioned they were going to
17  do this.
18            Crooked Creek does support the development of
19  this mine, but we also can't continue to give up all of
20  everything and expect to continue to go on with it.  We
21  can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tribal
22  members.  People my age are probably not -- I'm not going
23  to see any benefit from any development back there.  I'll
24  be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.
25  These little guys right here, they are going to be the
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 1  ones that have to live with whatever decisions we make
 2  now.  And if they don't know how to live off the land like
 3  we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us.  Okay.
 4  That's a loss to us.  We cannot continue to agree to give
 5  up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to
 6  replace it, even if we have a job back there.  If we can't
 7  continue to do that -- I hear it all the time.  There is a
 8  big concern about that.  I hear it.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: I understand your concern, and
10  it's a legitimate concern that, you know -- and like I
11  said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will
12  consider it, the fact that you feel like because the mine
13  will be there you will be prevented from accessing that
14  area and any other areas that --
15                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: We already are.
16                  MR. KUHLE: -- the corporations feel may
17  be -- which may provide a safety or security risk.
18                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Yeah.  They are afraid
19  somebody will get hurt.  Liability.  They are afraid of
20  liability.  But you can't -- we already do not go back
21  there for our traditional hunting and trapping.  My family
22  hunted and trapped back there.  David John's family hunted
23  and trapped back there for years and years and years.
24  Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would.  And we don't go
25  there anymore.  It's not ours anymore.  We can't go there
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 1  anymore.  Okay.  You can't even go back there and pick
 2  berries, and that place is covered with blueberries.  But
 3  we can't go back there as the general public.  And Calista
 4  owns the subsurface.  TKC owns the surface.  Okay.
 5            So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want,
 6  it's too bad.  All right?  But it's genocide to us to
 7  continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace
 8  it.  See?
 9                  MR. KUHLE: Yeah, we understand your
10  concern.  It's in the record.  I guess we -- as I said, we
11  can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's
12  in the record and it will be considered in the EIS.  And,
13  you know, once it's in the draft EIS, you will have an
14  opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed
15  that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.
16  But again, yes, I agree it's a legitimate concern, one
17  that we may not have a lot of control over but, you know,
18  it will be considered and we will do what we can.
19                  MR. BRELSFORD: So first of all, Evelyn
20  speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture --
21                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Yes.
22                  MR. BRELSFORD: -- and of the history --
23                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: Yes.
24                  MR. BRELSFORD: -- of this community.  And
25  I think we -- we shiver a little bit to hear the power of
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 1  your testimony.  The EIS has a certain job to do.  And
 2  it's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns
 3  about the forces of change in the region, but we are going
 4  to work hard to do the best job in the EIS.  So your
 5  comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what
 6  are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the
 7  project footprint, what are the estimated effects on
 8  traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough
 9  about that.
10            Now, it's going to start with those subsistence
11  and traditional land use studies.  The State subsistence
12  division has been visiting in the communities in the last
13  three or four years and put together new subsistence use
14  maps and so on.  That's just the beginning of
15  documentation on this.  We are going to try and go through
16  that information, synthesize it and estimate what those
17  effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.
18  You are going to help us get it right because the draft
19  EIS is a document -- it's out for several weeks, for
20  months for the communities to review and to provide
21  comments on.
22            And I do want to say in all sincerity that the
23  spirit of this is we are going to learn together.  We are
24  going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a lot
25  of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their
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 1  traditional use areas.  I know that.  I sat in this
 2  village and did maps with people in the 1980s.  It's work,
 3  and people do it because they want it to matter.  So we
 4  are going to recognize and respect the effort that's
 5  already in those studies.  And the testimony, the
 6  questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do
 7  our best in that draft EIS.  I can tell you that.  But we
 8  are going to leave some things out.  We are not going to
 9  get it all the first time we try.  And so the public
10  review of the draft EIS is very, very important.
11            And that's where -- so our job is to fully
12  disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly
13  can about what were the existing conditions and what are
14  the likely changes under the project, the potential
15  environmental effects.  That's what an EIS does.  And then
16  it goes in front of the agencies to make permitting
17  decisions.  But I really want to say you are going to help
18  us do a good job on that along the way.  We have several
19  years to work on this.  It's not going to be an overnight
20  or a slipshod piece of work.  It's going to be a detailed,
21  careful piece of work.  And we are going to bring it back
22  to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.
23            Don has emphasized that the government is not
24  going to manage private landowners.  And in almost all the
25  ways that is true.  Air emissions that would go off of
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 1  private land -- there are a few things where they are
 2  regulated, but this EIS is not going to change land
 3  ownership, private land ownership.
 4                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: That's not what I'm
 5  talking about here, Taylor.  What we are talking about is
 6  traditional land use.  Okay.  We are not talking about who
 7  owns the land or anything else.  Personally I don't care
 8  who owns the land.  It's our traditional area.  This is
 9  going to come up throughout this process.  I know it.  And
10  I need answers, too, because I don't have any to tell
11  anybody when they ask me about it.  It is a very sensitive
12  subject.
13            And this is the biggest part of this whole thing
14  is everybody is concerned about -- look at the Red Devil
15  Mine.  When it was going there was a lot of jobs in the
16  area.  Everything was going along good.  It closed in
17  1971.  What was left?  What was left?  Red Devil is, you
18  know, Red Devil.  I mean, it's got a huge runway, and who
19  uses it?  What benefit did it bring to this area?
20  Nothing, you know.  And they are gone.
21            Is that what's going to happen to Crooked Creek,
22  too?  You know --
23                  MR. BRELSFORD: So the boom and bust
24  cycle.  What could be the boom and bust cycle is another
25  kind of question to be addressed in the EIS.
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 1                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: It's going to come up.
 2  It comes up all the time over here.  I have to bring it to
 3  you.
 4                  MR. BRELSFORD: It's good input.  That's
 5  what we are here for.  So thank you for speaking quite
 6  frankly about it.  There are some other people who also
 7  have ideas.
 8                  MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: My name is
 9  Barbara Crane-Kinzy.  I'm from Sleetmute, like him.  And
10  our traditional harvesting is on a timeline basis.  Like
11  she said, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up
12  and pick them.  When it's time to get beaver -- you know,
13  there is a timeline for everything, everything that we
14  harvest.  We are here today and we are gone tomorrow, like
15  she says.  And I pray to God that my great, great
16  grandchildren will be able to go out and do the
17  traditional things that we do years and years way down
18  past 27 -- what you said, 26?
19                  MR. KUHLE: 27 and a half years.
20                  MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINSEY: I hope the land


21  is rich and bountiful for them as it is -- as it has been
22  for us.  And you said there is job opportunities for the
23  communities.  What I want to know is, are you guys going
24  to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain
25  these jobs?  Is there training available?  Is there an
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 1  outline where each and every one that may have an
 2  opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is
 3  there something that they can say, hey, I can do this; you
 4  know, I want to try this out?  Where is the -- the
 5  training in this for, you know, our people?
 6                  MR. KUHLE: I guess my understanding is
 7  that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with
 8  trying to hire local people that -- again, the impacts to
 9  the local communities will be, you know, addressed in the
10  EIS.  I guess I don't have specifics in that regard at
11  this time but, you know, it is something that is
12  considered is the effects on the local communities.
13                  MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: I've heard
14  testimonies of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying
15  oh, yeah, they hired this guy from way down states come up
16  to flip pancakes for us.  And it's, what, there is a lot
17  of us over here that know how to cook, you know.  There is
18  lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our
19  people need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so
20  that we can get off welfare.
21                  MR. KUHLE: I guess the reason that we had
22  it on the slide is it's one of the issues that we are
23  aware of and will be addressed.  So the fact that we had
24  it on the slide, you know, we are planning to look at that
25  in the EIS.
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 1                  MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: Doi.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
 3  go into the formal comments?
 4                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I think on the sign-in
 5  sheets there was a little column that said would you like
 6  to testify, yes or no.  And it might seem a little formal.
 7  We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's
 8  Evelyn.  And we will hear Evelyn's formal comments here,
 9  but then if anybody else would like to make additional
10  comments, of course we would be happy to hear it.  So
11  whether you signed it or not, we are here to listen.  We
12  are here to learn.
13            Now I think it's time to turn to Evelyn's formal
14  comments, and then we will make room for anybody else
15  after that.
16                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: I'm Evelyn Thomas, the


17  Crooked Creek Tribal Council president.  Over the past, I
18  don't know, several years we have known that this time was
19  coming.  And over this time there has been different
20  comments and different questions and different concerns
21  brought up to the traditional council, to either myself or
22  to other people who have served on the traditional
23  council.  There is great concern for the loss of our
24  traditional ways of life, okay, how the -- the land and
25  the water and the air is going to be protected throughout
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 1  all of this.  We hear horror stories all the time of
 2  things going wrong everywhere all over.
 3            So far we have had a good relationship with
 4  Donlin Gold Project.  They have always been up front and
 5  very honest with whatever we have asked of them.  We do
 6  understand our environment.  It comes from generations of
 7  our people living in this area, that it's just like you
 8  just know.  It's passed down.  You know, like we know what
 9  season we need to get fish.  We know what season we need
10  to get the berries.  We know what season to get the
11  lauhyuks [ph] and the angukaqs.  We know these things and
12  we know this area that we live in.  There is concern about
13  the loss of that way of life.
14            We also know that with jobs comes problems.  And
15  as the people who live here and have lived here for
16  generations, we are part of the environment of this area.
17  We know that this project, it will bring much needed money
18  and jobs into this area.  However, there is going to also
19  bring the bad stuff.  The drugs and the alcohol will be
20  here.
21            Look at now.  The Crooked Creek Traditional
22  Council makes payroll twice a month.  As soon as we are
23  going to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the
24  alcohol into the community to be sold.  So there will be
25  more of that.
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 1            There has been positives for this community.
 2  There has also been negatives for this community.  And we
 3  know that we are going to have to find a balance between
 4  those two things.  But they -- the concerns that were
 5  brought up tonight are very real.  There is worry about
 6  the water.  There is worry about the air.  We hear it all
 7  the time.  Those questions need to be answered to our
 8  people as well as you can answer them to everyone here.
 9  This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare --
10  welfare economy.  And we welcome it.
11            We don't want to go into it and to do things
12  here like anything goes.  You see what we are saying?  We
13  are saying we don't want to do it -- okay.  You want to do
14  that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give
15  three people in this village a job.  We want to be sure
16  that it is done in a safe and responsible manner.
17            We want -- the people of our community and the
18  surrounding community, especially upriver, they have
19  people working at the mine, too.  Sleetmute will be an
20  invaluable addition to our meetings because they live ten
21  miles from Red Devil.  What was their impacts from that
22  mine when it was going on?  I know some of them were
23  pretty bad.  People from Crooked Creek worked up there,
24  and I know some of the impacts on Crooked Creek were
25  pretty bad.
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 1            I have a paper prepared for whoever wants to
 2  take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had;
 3  you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's
 4  going to happen if the -- because we drink water from the
 5  creek and we use water from the creek for washing and
 6  cleaning and things like that.  What's going to happen if
 7  they use so much water that we don't have enough for
 8  Crooked Creek to use?  Okay.  And supposedly the water is
 9  owned by the State of Alaska, I guess.  I don't think
10  there is any private ownership.  How can we make sure we
11  have enough water for our community?  You know, things
12  like this, these are going to come up.
13            They are all in this paper here.  And I will
14  give you a copy to take with you.  I've given one to April
15  already so she will be prepared for it.  But that's all I
16  have to say.
17            I thank you.  Especially I want to thank the
18  Army Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two
19  years ago when we flooded.  They were -- when we called up
20  to ask them for permission to build over there by the
21  airport because we couldn't get permission from TKC to
22  build and if we could use gravel from the river, we had an
23  answer from the Army Corps in two hours.  So they helped
24  us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt
25  for our people who had lost everything.  So we thank you
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 1  for that.  Thank you.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Anybody that didn't sign up
 3  wish to make comments?  If not, I thank you again for
 4  coming.  Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com.  My
 5  contact information is available on the website.  Or if
 6  you would like, you can stop by and I'll give it to you.
 7  If you have any concerns, you can contact --
 8                  MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: On your website


 9  can we see other people's comments?
10                  MR. KUHLE: Eventually they will be
11  posted, yes.
12                  MR. BRELSFORD: After all of the meetings
13  the transcripts will be summarized in a report, and that
14  report will be on the website to kind of gather together
15  the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of
16  the communities together.  So that's going to be a little
17  while.  We finish the meetings in the end of March, and
18  it's about May before that report will be posted.
19                  MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY: I want it to be
20  like Facebook where I can add another comment.
21                  MR. BRELSFORD: I don't know if people saw
22  the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.
23  Another newsletter will come out to summarize the scoping
24  meetings.  So some of the biggest issues will be
25  summarized in there.  And then the scoping report will be
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 1  quite lengthy.  There will be a lot of detail in that
 2  report.
 3                  MS. EVELYN THOMAS: I'd like to -- one
 4  more thank you.  Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when
 5  the State of Alaska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up
 6  here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly.  They
 7  refused to come for eight hours for up to two days.
 8  Donlin Gold did come in here.  They showed -- they showed
 9  me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that
10  they were willing to put themselves out to make sure that
11  we didn't have any loss of life.  So there was that --
12  there is that positive.  They have worked hard to build
13  this trust between the village and them, and we very much
14  appreciated that because I believe that we would have lost
15  Elders and infants during that time if we hadn't been able
16  to get them out of here and into Donlin Gold where they
17  took us.  And they weren't ready for babies and old people
18  and whatever.  And we thank them for that also.
19                  MR. KUHLE: If there is no more comments,
20  again, thanks for coming.
21                  MR. BRELSFORD: So we will hang around
22  after.  Please feel free to visit with any of the agency
23  representatives with any other questions or comments.  We
24  would welcome it.  Thanks so much for coming tonight.
25  It's a huge group of folks.  We are really pleased to see
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 1  the turn out.  So thank you.
 2             (Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m.)
 3 
 4 
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2              (Invocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  We will get started.  I'd like
  


 4   to welcome you to the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold
  


 5   Project environmental impact statement, also known as an
  


 6   EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle.  I'm from the U.S. Army Corps
  


 7   of Engineers.  I'm the project manager for the EIS.  There
  


 8   are a number of cooperating agencies here who will
  


 9   participate in the EIS.  And we also have a third-party
  


10   contractor here.  I'll take a minute to let them introduce
  


11   themselves.  Let's do the agencies first.
  


12                   MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  My name is
  


13   Doug Ballou.  I'm with the Bureau of Land Management, the
  


14   Anchorage field office.  We are a cooperator on this
  


15   environmental impact study, and I'm really glad that you
  


16   are here tonight.  We are very interested in hearing your
  


17   input and feedback on the various issues that this study
  


18   will be addressing.  So again, thank you for coming out.
  


19   And I'll be available after the meeting if you have any
  


20   specific questions related to BLM's role in this process.
  


21   Thank you.
  


22                   MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is
  


23   Mark Jen.  I'm with the EPA, and we're a cooperating
  


24   agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the development
  


25   of the environmental impact statement and to address


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







4


  
 1   impacts associated with the Donlin Gold mining project.
  


 2   And so you have got all the federal and State agencies
  


 3   here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your
  


 4   comments.  So thank you very much.
  


 5                   MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the State
  


 6   of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and we are also
  


 7   a cooperating agency.  And if you have any specific
  


 8   questions related to the State, I might not have all the
  


 9   answers, as I represent kind of a lot of different
  


10   departments, but I'll either get back to you or have an
  


11   answer.  So please come and see me after the presentation
  


12   if you have any specific questions for the State.
  


13                   MR. BRELSFORD:  And I'm Taylor Brelsford.
  


14   It's really special to be back working for a project in
  


15   the Kuskokwim River.  It's been many, many years since my
  


16   family was young living in Sleetmute and again in Aniak.
  


17             I work as a contractor for the Army Corps of
  


18   Engineers, and our responsibility -- I work with a company
  


19   called URS Corporation.  And our responsibility is to help
  


20   prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to
  


21   support the Army Corps of Engineers on this EIS.
  


22                   MR. MOXIE ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie
  


23   Alexie.  I'm from Sleetmute.  I'm with URS as part of the
  


24   Donlin Gold Project with the EIS team with URS.  And it's
  


25   good to be back in my home area.
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 1                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Welcome home.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  We'll move now into the
  


 3   program.  Feel free to ask any questions as we go along.
  


 4   If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify
  


 5   yourself, give us your name for the record.
  


 6             Okay.  We will move into the agenda.  This is
  


 7   the agenda for this evening, just to provide with you an
  


 8   idea of the topics that we are going to cover.  We have
  


 9   done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk about
  


10   the purpose of tonight's meeting.  And then we will
  


11   provide the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to
  


12   provide a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
  


13   proposed it.  And we will summarize a few of the issues as
  


14   a way of inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get
  


15   involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
  


16             We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed an
  


17   open pit gold mine ten miles up Crooked Creek, which I
  


18   guess you know is located on the Kuskokwim River.  And in
  


19   order to comply with the National Environmental Policy
  


20   Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
  


21   will be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the
  


22   potential impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor
  


23   an opponent of the project.  The EIS will be used in
  


24   making permit decisions by the Corps and by other
  


25   agencies.  And the scoping meetings are the first step in
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 1   the EIS process.
  


 2             This map gives an orientation to the project
  


 3   area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
  


 4   of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
  


 5   As you can see, it's a remote area with little development
  


 6   to date.  There are no existing roads to the region.  The
  


 7   map shows that the existing transportation and energy
  


 8   infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral
  


 9   Alaska.
  


10             The proposed mine would require all new
  


11   infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of
  


12   these would be subject to permitting before they could
  


13   proceed.
  


14             This map gives an idea of the logistics and
  


15   supply links to the proposed project.  The transportation
  


16   logistics for the mine include cargo and fuel from the
  


17   west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in
  


18   Dutch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then
  


19   again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go
  


20   to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well.  And the
  


21   fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge
  


22   landing that would be constructed at Jungjuk.  There would
  


23   also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring
  


24   in natural gas for the mill.
  


25             We are now going to take a look at the EIS
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 1   process, and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in
  


 2   the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act
  


 3   requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
  


 4   affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
  


 5   case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits
  


 6   under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
  


 7   the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits
  


 8   would be a major federal action and require an EIS to
  


 9   evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
  


10   project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
  


11   regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
  


12   to make their permit decisions.
  


13             In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is
  


14   also required to complete a public interest review and an
  


15   analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,
  


16   which requires that we select the least environmentally
  


17   damaging practicable alternative.  We will incorporate the
  


18   information necessary for these determinations into the
  


19   EIS.
  


20             This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
  


21   the regional organization will all work together on the
  


22   EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected based upon their
  


23   permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  As an
  


24   example, the project would occur on BLM and State of
  


25   Alaska lands, so they will evaluate whether to issue
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 1   right-of-way permits for use of these lands.  Tribal
  


 2   governments and regional cooperators participate to
  


 3   contribute specialized knowledge about the local area,
  


 4   resources and land use.
  


 5             The Donlin Gold Project will require many
  


 6   federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides
  


 7   six examples, and I'll mention two of them and ask you to
  


 8   read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would
  


 9   place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United
  


10   States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit
  


11   decisions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.
  


12             Also, since a portion of the pipeline project
  


13   would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate a
  


14   right-of-way application.  You can find a more
  


15   comprehensive list of the required permits on the Donlin
  


16   Gold application, which can be found on the project
  


17   website.
  


18             There are also many permits required from the
  


19   State of Alaska.  Three departments of the State
  


20   government are noted here.  For example, over 60 percent
  


21   of the pipeline would be installed on State lands, so the
  


22   Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
  


23   right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental
  


24   Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
  


25   air quality permits, and the Department of Fish & Game has
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 1   permitting responsibility to protect fish habitat.
  


 2             So this overview of permits has shown why the
  


 3   various agencies are involved in the EIS.  So we will now
  


 4   turn to the milestones of an EIS.  Some of you may be
  


 5   familiar with the steps in preparing an EIS.  The diagram
  


 6   on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking
  


 7   from now till November 2015.
  


 8             On December 14th of last year, a Notice of
  


 9   Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal
  


10   Register, and that was the kickoff for the EIS.  And we --
  


11   at that point we began scoping on December 14th, and that
  


12   will continue through March 29th of this year.  And during
  


13   that period we will be having scoping meetings, one of
  


14   which is why we are here tonight.  And we will also be
  


15   taking comments on the project.  You can find more
  


16   information on the website and submit comments through the
  


17   website, as well.
  


18             The information that we gather during the
  


19   scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EIS,
  


20   which is expected to be completed about August of 2014.
  


21   That's an estimated time, the best we can estimate at this
  


22   point.  That could change, but that's what we are
  


23   projecting right now.  The draft will then be put out for
  


24   public review.  And again, we will have a round of
  


25   meetings similar to what we are having now.  And we will
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 1   also solicit comments on the project again.
  


 2             Using the information gathered on the draft, we
  


 3   will prepare the final EIS, which we expect to be
  


 4   completed in October 2015.  Then the final EIS will be
  


 5   used by the agencies involved to make their permit
  


 6   decisions, and each agency will prepare their own Record
  


 7   of Decision.  And those are expected to be done about
  


 8   November of 2015.
  


 9             The most important thing to note from this slide
  


10   are the two gold-colored circles.  Those are the scoping
  


11   period and the comment period on the draft.  And those are
  


12   the best opportunities to provide input into the project.
  


13   And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any
  


14   comments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed
  


15   in the draft EIS.  So it's important that you get your
  


16   comments to us by then.
  


17             The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
  


18   information and to listen to residents in the affected
  


19   region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The
  


20   first is to share information about the proposed project.
  


21   And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation
  


22   tonight.  And as I mentioned, you can also get information
  


23   on the website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as
  


24   well.
  


25             The next -- second purpose is to provide
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 1   information about EIS milestones.  And that's what we
  


 2   showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overview
  


 3   for the time frame for the EIS.  And the next two are to
  


 4   identify issues and concerns to examine in the EIS and to
  


 5   identify useful information from communities.  And we are
  


 6   counting on you to help us with these last two.  We would
  


 7   like to know what you would like to see addressed in the
  


 8   EIS and if you have information that we can use to make
  


 9   informed decisions.
  


10             This is a schedule for our scoping meetings.
  


11   And the first week we are -- we started with the villages
  


12   nearest the project.  The second week will be focused on
  


13   the lower Kuskokwim River.  And the third week we will be
  


14   traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.
  


15   And the final round will be in the middle Yukon and upper
  


16   Kuskokwim.
  


17             In this map the color scheme represents the many
  


18   subregions of the project area.  And it helps to show how
  


19   the scoping plan was developed.  For example, the orange
  


20   dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest to
  


21   the project area.  And in this subregion we are holding
  


22   meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the
  


23   mine site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub.
  


24   For the other subregions, meetings will similarly be held
  


25   in the subregional hubs.
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 1             Okay.  We will stop here to see if there is any
  


 2   questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Any questions
  


 3   before we move on?
  


 4                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Are you going to be
  


 5   having meetings all the way down toward Nunivak Island?
  


 6                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Not actually on Nunivak
  


 7   Island, but on the Bering Sea coast between the mouth of
  


 8   the Kuskokwim and the mouth of the Yukon River.
  


 9                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Is that because of the
  


10   barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to
  


11   have meetings out there?
  


12                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I'm setting a bad
  


13   example.  This is Taylor speaking.  It's Evelyn Thomas who
  


14   asked the question.  Go ahead.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  We are looking at any --
  


16   we have looked at all -- we identified the region and the
  


17   communities that could -- any that could potentially be
  


18   affected by the proposed project.  And yes, that could
  


19   include any affected by navigation.  It could also be any
  


20   of them affected by socioeconomic effects.  So any of that
  


21   could in any way be affected by the project.
  


22                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So the project area is
  


23   going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates
  


24   all the way to the Kuskokwim Valley and down; and then the
  


25   entire YK Delta, the Calista shareholder villages, are all
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 1   connected to the potential economics of this project.  So
  


 2   that's how the 66 villages within the project area became
  


 3   part of the definition of the project area.
  


 4             The direct environmental effects, like effects
  


 5   on water or noise disturbance, barging, those might be
  


 6   more concentrated on the Kuskokwim River Valley, the
  


 7   Kuskokwim River region, but the other communities have had
  


 8   a history of employment in the project and may have some
  


 9   participation in the socioeconomic aspects of the project
  


10   as it goes forward.
  


11                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I didn't see Stony
  


12   River and Sleetmute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that
  


13   list, and they, too, will be affected by this.
  


14                   MR. KUHLE:  As we have tried to explain,
  


15   we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using
  


16   a regional hub approach to get to as many of the
  


17   communities as we have.  There is information also
  


18   available on the website.  There is newsletters going out
  


19   to all those communities so they will have an opportunity
  


20   to provide information and to get information about the
  


21   project and to provide their comments to us in those
  


22   matters.
  


23                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  You know that topic --
  


24   Are you going to go up to Lime Village, also, way up and
  


25   down all these villages?  There are people from up there
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 1   that will be affected, also.
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to ask one
  


 3   more time for folks to please say your names so it can be
  


 4   on the court recorder on the transcript.  I do want to say
  


 5   it's a little bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's
  


 6   important is that we have to go back through and code all
  


 7   of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the
  


 8   comments that are made during the meeting.  So please help
  


 9   us out to be sure that we get a good, complete
  


10   documentation of the meeting.  And I know it's a little
  


11   annoying, but please do say your name when you have a
  


12   question.
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't know.  Maybe we could
  


14   go back to the previous slide.  It would show -- or the
  


15   previous couple slides shows the communities that we will
  


16   be going to.  Those are the communities that we will be
  


17   going to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of
  


18   their hub communities for the various subregional -- or
  


19   the subregions.  And we are going to those areas to
  


20   provide as much information as we can.  And there is --
  


21   the others we are sending out newsletters to every
  


22   resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing
  


23   information on the website.  And I also provide my direct
  


24   phone line and e-mail.
  


25             So we are -- that's the approach we are taking
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 1   to gather as much information as we can.  We believe that
  


 2   it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input
  


 3   or to hear about the project and provide input.
  


 4                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  It is going to have a big
  


 5   impact on people that are closer to the project than the
  


 6   ones around the outskirts of it.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, we feel like
  


 8   there is potential impacts.  We identified all -- the
  


 9   total number of communities.  We looked at -- our tribal
  


10   liaison, you know, contacted 66 communities.  Those were
  


11   the ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the
  


12   project, and we felt we needed to provide information to
  


13   all of them.  And the approach we are taking, again, is to
  


14   focus on the subregions.  And you know, we are not going
  


15   to every community, but we feel the approach we are taking
  


16   is providing an opportunity to every community to be part
  


17   of the process.
  


18                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, let me build on
  


19   this a little bit.  I think the comments go to the
  


20   question of fair play and that the communities that might
  


21   be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be
  


22   heard.  And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the
  


23   subsistence use areas for the Stony River and Lime
  


24   Village, and they should really and truly have a direct
  


25   invitation, direct opportunity to participate.  I think
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 1   that's a really important scoping comment for us to have
  


 2   written down.  And I think some of the things that we can
  


 3   do -- Don is really emphasizing that we are trying to
  


 4   spread out the opportunity across the big region.  So
  


 5   that's one good idea.
  


 6             But the other one is to really have some direct
  


 7   contact with some of the communities that may not get to
  


 8   the meetings.  So we can make some follow-up phone calls
  


 9   to the tribe, corporation, city leaders as appropriate to
  


10   kind of answer questions or emphasize the value of having
  


11   your voice heard early in the EIS process and mention
  


12   again the website or the newsletters.  I think what I hear
  


13   from this is we ought to do a little better on individual
  


14   outreach to some of those villages.  So I think that's a
  


15   really good comment.
  


16                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  You got plan A right now.
  


17   Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  For outreach to the
  


19   communities?  As I said, our tribal liaison has contacted
  


20   or attempted to contact all 66 of those communities.
  


21   She's made follow-up phone calls and e-mails at least
  


22   twice so far to those.  And I expect she will continue to
  


23   do that if we don't hear anything from, like you
  


24   mentioned, Lime Village.  Yes, we can ask her to try to
  


25   get in touch with them and see if there is some reason
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 1   that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically
  


 2   ask them, you know, if there is some reason -- if they
  


 3   have no interest in participating or if they simply
  


 4   haven't heard.  But as I said, she made several efforts so
  


 5   far to contact every community.
  


 6                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  It would be good to make
  


 7   an effort instead of ignoring them.
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And I don't -- thank
  


 9   you.  I don't believe we have ignored them.  And we will
  


10   continue to make an effort.
  


11                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  I appreciate the
  


12   opportunity to have an input tonight.
  


13                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So we have some homework
  


14   based on this comment.  We will make some follow-up calls.
  


15                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Evelyn Thomas, tribal
  


16   council president of Crooked Creek.  There is a big
  


17   concern.  I've mentioned it before.  Is this TKC and
  


18   Calista going to allow exclusive use of this route where
  


19   the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going
  


20   to be?  We want to know if that's going to be closed off
  


21   from us.  That's a question that we have that's really --
  


22   that's for all of the river villages, more so than
  


23   Napaimute or anywhere else.  If it's going to be closed
  


24   off from us, I personally will have a problem.
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  We will talk about that a
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 1   little bit later in the program, and if you still have
  


 2   questions at that point, please ask them again.
  


 3                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I will.
  


 4                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Ready to move on, then?
  


 5   That was a good discussion to warm up.  Now we're ready to
  


 6   go into the pipeline components.  Not just the pipeline.
  


 7   The project components.
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  As Taylor just said, we will
  


 9   move into a summary of the mining project as proposed by
  


10   Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two
  


11   large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and
  


12   NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands
  


13   owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista
  


14   Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim
  


15   Corporation is the surface owner.
  


16             As you can see, it's a very large project,
  


17   expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per
  


18   year for an expected life span of 27 and a half years.  It
  


19   will process 59,000 tons of ore each day.
  


20             We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be
  


21   located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
  


22   Cook Inlet into the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home
  


23   to some 66 communities that might be affected by the
  


24   project.  For many communities the project might affect
  


25   lands and resources that are used for subsistence and
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 1   other livelihood activities.  This project will face an
  


 2   extensive set of legal requirements, many permits and many
  


 3   agencies involved.
  


 4             The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
  


 5   the time line from exploration to closure.  Donlin has
  


 6   worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
  


 7   for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
  


 8   We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the
  


 9   first step of which is the scoping meetings, and that's
  


10   why we are here tonight.  At the conclusion of the EIS
  


11   process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny
  


12   their permits.  If permits are issued, Donlin Gold can
  


13   proceed with three to four years of construction and an
  


14   estimated 27 and a half years of operations.
  


15             At the conclusion of the active life of the
  


16   mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
  


17   reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
  


18   facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
  


19   treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility,
  


20   and also the waste rock storage facilities.  The land
  


21   would be recontoured and native vegetation would be
  


22   planted.
  


23             I'll turn to the major components of the
  


24   project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
  


25   The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
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 1   Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe,
  


 2   meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage
  


 3   permafrost.
  


 4             Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
  


 5   pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
  


 6   horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
  


 7   center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this
  


 8   technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
  


 9   the three forks of the George River.  The image of the
  


10   block valve on the right side of the slide in the
  


11   right-hand photo there shows that the pipeline
  


12   right-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't
  


13   block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way
  


14   would be brushed every ten years to provide continued
  


15   access for monitoring and maintenance, and that would be
  


16   done by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not
  


17   create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would
  


18   allow access, but after construction no improved access
  


19   for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.
  


20                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So let's pause and see --
  


21   Evelyn was here.  This was her question.  So again, I
  


22   think what we want to emphasize, this picture is kind of
  


23   hard to see in the room, but the right-of-way continues up
  


24   this ridge, and it's brushed down low.  The trees grow up
  


25   alongside.  But it's not fenced off.  So the important
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 1   thing is for the traditional land uses and subsistence in
  


 2   the upper Kuskokwim River or along the Alaska Range as it
  


 3   comes over to the Kuskokwim, it's not a barrier to
  


 4   subsistence uses to access for subsistence purposes.
  


 5   These block valves would be located about every 20 miles.
  


 6   Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.
  


 7   They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.
  


 8             So this was a really important question.  And I
  


 9   want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as
  


10   we could.  So maybe that's enough of emphasizing on that
  


11   one.
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  Will check with Evelyn when
  


13   she gets back.
  


14             This slide shows that the pipeline would start
  


15   at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
  


16   along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim
  


17   River Valley, and continue west to the mine site near
  


18   Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
  


19   State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native
  


20   corporation land.
  


21             Note the blue segment in the middle where an
  


22   alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge
  


23   and the Alaska Range.  This alternate route would separate
  


24   at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at
  


25   milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps
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 1   that this alternative is under consideration and will be
  


 2   examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
  


 3   summer.
  


 4             This slide shows the project components at the
  


 5   mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.
  


 6   Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover
  


 7   1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,
  


 8   1,850 feet deep near the end of the mine life.  Number two
  


 9   is the tailings impoundment, which technically is referred
  


10   to as a waste treatment facility, and it would cover about
  


11   2,350 acres, or three and a half square miles.  Tailings
  


12   refer to the powder-like material that is left after the
  


13   gold has been removed from the mill.
  


14             Number three is the waste rock facility, which
  


15   would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that's
  


16   removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major
  


17   facilities support the mill, which would process 59,000
  


18   tons of ore per day.
  


19             This is an overview of the transportation
  


20   infrastructure.  The mine will require new or expanded
  


21   port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and
  


22   cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges
  


23   they move up to a new barge landing near Jungjuk, and from
  


24   there the cargo and fuel would be transferred along a new
  


25   30-mile road that would be constructed to the mine site.
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 1   Also at the mine site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrip,
  


 2   and there would also be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage
  


 3   facility at the mine site.
  


 4             The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
  


 5   extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
  


 6   1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26
  


 7   acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge
  


 8   traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and
  


 9   diesel fuel.  The fuel would be needed to power the large
  


10   mine equipment and trucks at the mine site.  The fuel
  


11   barges would be double-hulled.
  


12             The navigation season would be about 110 days
  


13   per year.  There would be about three barge tows passing
  


14   per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down
  


15   the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at
  


16   about any point on the river each day.  There will be four
  


17   barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel
  


18   barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 tons
  


19   each.  Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gallons each.  The
  


20   shipping season and the barge tow frequency and the number
  


21   of barges loads would be roughly the same both during the
  


22   construction period and during operation of the mine.
  


23             Additional infrastructure includes a
  


24   construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a
  


25   construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs.  This
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 1   includes some smaller remote camps for pipeline
  


 2   construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and
  


 3   would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working
  


 4   shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
  


 5   workforce would be on site at any given time.
  


 6             We will stop now and see if there are any
  


 7   questions on the project and its components.  Any
  


 8   questions at this time before we move on?
  


 9                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  The four barges a day,
  


10   that would be throughout the life of the mine?  It would
  


11   be every day for 30 years, about?
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  There would be four barges per
  


13   tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on
  


14   average during the 110-day season.
  


15                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  And that would go on
  


16   for the life of the mine?
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  Yes.
  


18                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Every year?
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  Every year and an estimated
  


20   110 days per year navigation season with the most -- most
  


21   days you would see three barges per day.
  


22                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  And that's for
  


23   30 years, every summer for 30 years?
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  Three to four years of
  


25   construction and 27 and a half years of the mine life and
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 1   probably some period during the restoration period.
  


 2                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.
  


 3                   MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  My name is Janine
  


 4   Stewman.  What model are they using to go underneath the
  


 5   river?  What's their protection?  What is the model they
  


 6   are using to do the piping underneath the river?  How are
  


 7   they going to guarantee there won't be a leak?  How are
  


 8   they going to assure us of that?  How would we get that
  


 9   information?
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  The guarantee -- the
  


11   pipeline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHMSA, or
  


12   the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
  


13   Administration, and they will review the pipeline to
  


14   ensure the safety of it.  As far as a model for going
  


15   underneath, I'm not sure exactly how that was modeled
  


16   or -- as I understand it, it will be well beneath the bed,
  


17   I believe even through the bedrock, and there will be
  


18   block valves every two feet -- I'm sorry -- every 20 miles
  


19   along the pipeline, so if there is a leak detected, it
  


20   would stop the flow of gas.  But the main responsibility
  


21   for that would be PHMSA.
  


22                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So it might be helpful to
  


23   say all of this starts with geotechnical studies.  So they
  


24   actually study the rock and the stability and what
  


25   engineering features, and they use that in order to design
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 1   the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling
  


 2   exercises.  Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor
  


 3   that comes out of the federal regulations.  And then all
  


 4   of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk
  


 5   of spill.
  


 6             And then much further down the road there are
  


 7   spill response plans and obligations in the permits so
  


 8   that if there were ever an uncontrolled release, a spill
  


 9   of some sort, the safety measures would be in place.  The
  


10   block valves would be one, but then the spill response,
  


11   the equipment on site, the personnel who are trained to
  


12   respond to a spill.  There is kind of a train of things to
  


13   prevent first, and then have -- have well-established
  


14   procedures to respond if there ever were a release.
  


15                   MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  How would they do the
  


16   inspection on that?  Because you said they are going to do
  


17   inspections.  So that would be one question I would like
  


18   to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there
  


19   is no leak.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  Inspect the part that's
  


21   under --
  


22                   MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.  Because that
  


23   would be hard to inspect, I think.
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not very familiar
  


25   with that, but I expect it would be done remotely, that
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 1   they would, you know, tell by pressure sensors or --
  


 2                  MR. JOHN THOMAS:  They send a pig down it.
  


 3   They call it a pig.  That's how they check inside a pipe.
  


 4                   MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  The other question to
  


 5   that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be involved
  


 6   in that?  Because they monitor me.  I'm a fuel vendor.
  


 7   They monitor me because I'm on the river.  So I'm assuming
  


 8   they are going to want to be a part of that.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  If you are on the river -- I
  


10   talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to
  


11   be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had
  


12   if there were any structures crossing the river, and there
  


13   are not.  It's beneath the river.  And I don't believe
  


14   that they will have --
  


15                   MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  They don't have any
  


16   questions?
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  No.  I believe as long as it's
  


18   well beneath the bed of the river.  But they will
  


19   certainly be involved later in the process.  I mean, we
  


20   will contact them to, you know, see what they have for
  


21   comments and --
  


22                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So there are probably a
  


23   couple of parts going on.  First, this was John Thomas
  


24   that provided information about the pig.
  


25                   MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Which sounds right.
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 1   I know we send pigs from the barge to the -- when we do a
  


 2   field dispensing from the barge to the tank farm, but I
  


 3   wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.
  


 4                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think, as Don is
  


 5   saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are
  


 6   really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline
  


 7   safety.  Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those
  


 8   steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes
  


 9   and the protective measures that you are quite familiar
  


10   with.  I don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this
  


11   case.  And most of what we think the Coast Guard would
  


12   focus on here would be more navigation, particularly at
  


13   the mouth where a lot of traffic might be involved in
  


14   bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.
  


15             So there is a lot of little pieces to this
  


16   project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of
  


17   clarify who might be doing which parts of it.
  


18                   MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  On that model, before
  


19   I give it over, do they show how many times it crosses the
  


20   river from -- you know --
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  From Cook Inlet to the mine
  


22   site?
  


23                   MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.
  


24                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Moxie, could you go to the
  


25   map?  So there are eight major river crossings with the
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 1   horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD.
  


 2   Come forward to the pipeline components.  So the eight
  


 3   major river systems have these gold stars, and then there
  


 4   are dozens -- there are somewhere in the neighborhood of
  


 5   hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies
  


 6   that are crossed.  And there are several techniques that
  


 7   are used in those, depending on whether they have
  


 8   anadromous salmon runs or not.  And some of them involve
  


 9   trenching and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a
  


10   time where it would not affect the fish resources.
  


11             There is a very detailed listing of this in the
  


12   plan of development for the pipeline that is available on
  


13   the website.  So it's possible to kind of follow a lot of
  


14   details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the
  


15   more thorough documentation behind it.
  


16                   MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was going to ask about
  


17   the pollution from the generators they are going to have
  


18   back there.  There will be a lot of pollution coming out
  


19   that will come down here probably.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  From generators at the mine
  


21   site?
  


22                   MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was asking about the
  


23   pollution from the generators.  And like, you know --
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't have specific details
  


25   on that, other than I can assure you that it will
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 1   certainly be addressed.  And it's a real concern and it
  


 2   will be addressed in the EIS at length.
  


 3                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So there is a little bit
  


 4   more to the question.  Air quality, protecting air quality
  


 5   and understanding what emissions might come from the power
  


 6   generator or any of the trucks, all of it.  Air emissions
  


 7   is going to be a very big focus in this EIS.  But then you
  


 8   were also asking what happens; does it travel; would the
  


 9   air currents carry contaminated air or contaminants in the
  


10   air from the mine site down to the communities; would it
  


11   affect the communities nearby.
  


12             And again, these are good, good scoping
  


13   questions to set the target for the EIS analysis so that
  


14   these are both aspects that would definitely be analyzed
  


15   quite thoroughly in the EIS.  And this is a good way to
  


16   put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.
  


17             I forgot one other thing.  Part of the thing
  


18   about having natural gas to power the electrical
  


19   generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form
  


20   of power generation than diesel would be.  So some of the
  


21   original design is already looking at how to minimize air
  


22   emissions or difficulties with air quality.
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  As we said, the purpose of
  


24   scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One
  


25   major area of concern is water resources.  The project is
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 1   designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted
  


 2   water, but there could still be concerns.  Some examples
  


 3   are noted on this slide.
  


 4             Streams and other surface waters would be
  


 5   diverted away from and around the mining activities in
  


 6   order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
  


 7   Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
  


 8   process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.
  


 9   Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
  


10   adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
  


11   streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
  


12   could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock
  


13   tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed
  


14   to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
  


15             Air quality is also important.  This slide shows
  


16   some examples of issues related to air.  There would be
  


17   several sources of emissions, including a large number of
  


18   large mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant and dust
  


19   created by removing and processing the overburden, waste
  


20   rock and ore.
  


21             Climate change is a growing concern and will
  


22   need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons
  


23   will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several
  


24   areas.  One of these is naturally occurring mercury or
  


25   fugitive mercury could be released by exposing it during
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 1   mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur during the
  


 2   milling process, and any mercury co-product would require
  


 3   careful storage and transport.
  


 4             Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
  


 5   materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
  


 6   response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.
  


 7             Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
  


 8   and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
  


 9   subsistence and traditional land uses.
  


10             The proposed project would affect a total of
  


11   16,300 acres.  Of this, 10,000 acres would be located at
  


12   the mine site and related infrastructure.  And there would
  


13   be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pipeline,
  


14   and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands.  These areas
  


15   would be affected by -- the wetlands would be affected by
  


16   excavation filling and vegetation removal or other
  


17   disturbances.  And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and
  


18   wildlife habitat loss would occur or be reduced from the
  


19   16,300 acres affected.  And in addition to habitat loss,
  


20   there would be disturbance of individual animals.
  


21             We have already talked quite a bit about barge
  


22   traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would
  


23   also be affected by the loss of land to development.
  


24             Here are some more examples of issues and
  


25   concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
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 1   cultural resources and recreation.  Community life would
  


 2   be affected by a large new workforce of 3,000 workers
  


 3   during the construction period and 1,400 for the permanent
  


 4   operation of the mine.  There will be new employment and
  


 5   income, but there would also be many effects on community
  


 6   life and human health.  Cultural resources, both
  


 7   archeological and historical, that exist in the area might
  


 8   also be disturbed or destroyed by construction and
  


 9   operations.
  


10             Recreation and visual resources might also be
  


11   affected, including the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail
  


12   might also be affected by new structures and mining
  


13   operations.
  


14             For all of the issues that are identified, we
  


15   will look first to avoid the impacts if we can.
  


16   Otherwise, we will minimize them as much as possible and,
  


17   if necessary, we will look at ways to mitigate for them.
  


18             To conclude, we know that the proposed project
  


19   and land resources are important to you.  And we would
  


20   like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
  


21   involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most
  


22   important thing by being here tonight.  And we also ask
  


23   that you visit our website at donlingoldeis.com or contact
  


24   me directly at 753-2780 is my direct phone line, or you
  


25   can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the
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 1   slide.
  


 2             If you have any tribal matters, you can contact
  


 3   our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number
  


 4   and e-mail are also provided.  These are also available on
  


 5   the donlingoldeis.com website.
  


 6             Amanda and I have had two tribal teleconferences
  


 7   so far to discuss cooperating agency status and
  


 8   government-to-government consultation.  Those were held on
  


 9   October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have
  


10   others.  And we will try to contact the tribes that we
  


11   haven't heard back from.  We have heard back from most of
  


12   them and there have been a number that haven't responded,
  


13   but we will make another effort.  And in addition to
  


14   participating in the EIS, tribal governments also have the
  


15   opportunity to enter into government-to-government
  


16   consultation.  It's a separate process from the EIS, but
  


17   we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.
  


18   And they will best contact Amanda, but also myself if you
  


19   have any concerns related to tribal issues.
  


20             That concludes the presentation.  So I'll
  


21   answer if there is any remaining questions; otherwise, we
  


22   will move into the period we set aside for taking
  


23   testimony, if anybody would like to make comments for the
  


24   record.
  


25                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.
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 1   I'm concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the
  


 2   water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and
  


 3   the game we have because I know they are monitoring our
  


 4   fish and game right now and water, doing all that to get
  


 5   information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while
  


 6   the mine is in operation and also after.
  


 7             My concern is if there are any changes during
  


 8   that time, during that 27 years they are going to have
  


 9   that operation going on, if there is any changes in any
  


10   fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do
  


11   something about it?
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  You mean --
  


13                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  In case you have a leak.
  


14                   MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess, you know,
  


15   the -- there will be conditions --
  


16                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  You have got to compare
  


17   from before it starts and after it starts and during.
  


18   Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting all
  


19   that game.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess there would -- all of
  


21   the permits that -- I mean, I can definitely speak for the
  


22   Corps of Engineers and I expect for other agencies as
  


23   well.  There will be conditions on the permit that will
  


24   be, you know, identified through the EIS process to
  


25   protect the resources.  If there is -- you know, air
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 1   quality and water quality are, you know, usually regulated
  


 2   by State permits, and they will have standards on those.
  


 3   If those are exceeded, you know, then measures will be
  


 4   taken to require them to come into compliance.  So that --
  


 5   you know, that's the way that the air and water quality
  


 6   would be protected throughout the life of the mine.
  


 7             For fish, you know, if they were -- the State
  


 8   Fish & Game has requirements for -- they would have to
  


 9   have a fish habitat permit.  If they were to violate that,
  


10   they would have to come into compliance.  So, you know,
  


11   once the permits are issued, you know, there would be
  


12   conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.
  


13   If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know,
  


14   they would be in violation.  So that's --
  


15                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think one other thing
  


16   to add to that is there is a formal monitoring plan as
  


17   part of the operational plan, part of the permit
  


18   application from Donlin.  So just where you started, you
  


19   need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over time
  


20   and to compare it.  That's exactly right.  That's what the
  


21   monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.
  


22   Many environmental dimensions would be monitored on an
  


23   ongoing basis.
  


24             And just like you are suggesting, they have to
  


25   adjust.  If they identify changes, they would have to
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 1   adjust the engineering and the technical work at the mine
  


 2   or the management in order to respond to any changes in
  


 3   any of those environmental dimensions.
  


 4                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  Thank you.
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
  


 6   go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to
  


 7   testify.  If there is no last questions, we will get those
  


 8   and call the people to provide those comments.
  


 9                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  This is Evelyn Thomas
  


10   again.  What kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditional
  


11   land use.  What -- what is your take on that?  What is --
  


12   what's that -- how is that part of this?  What would
  


13   you -- why is it even in there if you know you are going
  


14   to deal with Calista and TKC and you don't deal with the
  


15   tribes?  And you have traditional land use of the areas
  


16   that are going to be affected.  How is that addressed in
  


17   this EIS?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are dealing with the
  


19   tribes.  We have invited tribes to be cooperating
  


20   agencies, and Crooked Creek is one of those.
  


21                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  About the traditional
  


22   land use loss.  Okay.  I saw this.  Okay.  And you are
  


23   going down river from Crooked Creek.  Okay.  But the
  


24   people most affected by not using the areas -- let's say
  


25   if they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline
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 1   route to go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't
  


 2   go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to
  


 3   affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people,
  


 4   Sleetmute people and Stony River people much more than
  


 5   from Napaimute on down.  Okay.  This is our -- and this
  


 6   is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a
  


 7   lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and
  


 8   gathering and trapping areas.  And that's going to be part
  


 9   of this, or is it just going to be mentioned and then
  


10   left?
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  That would be part of it.
  


12   That would be -- you know, we will look at the existing
  


13   use of the area and look at how that will be affected by
  


14   the proposed project.  And yes, that will be considered in
  


15   the EIS process.
  


16                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  Because TKC and
  


17   Calista may own the surface and the subsurface lands back
  


18   there, but they don't live here.  They don't use the land
  


19   every day such as we do.  We have not had any meetings
  


20   with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the
  


21   closest one to this project.  They have not brought us to
  


22   the table.  They have not talked of our concerns here in
  


23   Crooked Creek.  We would like to see them here discussing
  


24   these things with us also at -- at a public meeting like
  


25   this, both those organizations.
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 1             Because we live here.  Okay.  We are the ones
  


 2   giving up the most.  Our traditional ways -- we are --
  


 3   it's being squeezed.  If we are not going to be able to
  


 4   use this land, we are going to have more and more
  


 5   dependence on public assistance.  If we should not be
  


 6   working back at the mine or have the qualifications that,
  


 7   say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we
  


 8   don't meet this or we don't meet that, then we won't be
  


 9   able to be working back there.  But yet we can't go
  


10   hunting and fishing on our traditional areas.  So how is
  


11   that going to be brought into the EIS?
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's brought into the
  


13   EIS by -- in the first place, you mentioned that you're
  


14   denied.  It will be on the record.  You are welcome to
  


15   provide any other comments and concerns to us if you
  


16   haven't adequately expressed them tonight.  You have a
  


17   government-to-government, you know, venue to pursue.
  


18             As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, I guess
  


19   that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control
  


20   over them.  I guess that's between you and them.  I guess
  


21   I don't know what -- you said you thought they would
  


22   prevent you from taking control over who worked at the
  


23   mine site?
  


24                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  No.  That's not what I
  


25   meant.  What I meant was they control access to
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 1   traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap
  


 2   and fish.  They could potentially keep us from going on
  


 3   those because the mine is going to have safety concerns.
  


 4   They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get
  


 5   hurt.  Okay?  And they are going to have their business.
  


 6   They are going to look out for liability.  All right?  So
  


 7   they are going to want to have everybody staying away from
  


 8   there.  So the people of this community and these closer
  


 9   communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if
  


10   we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to replace
  


11   that?  Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and
  


12   pick berries or, you know -- you see what I'm saying?
  


13             Because we have not -- we have not been able to
  


14   bring Calista and TKC to the table for this.  They made
  


15   all of these deals back there without the community of
  


16   Crooked Creek involved.  They mentioned they were going to
  


17   do this.
  


18             Crooked Creek does support the development of
  


19   this mine, but we also can't continue to give up all of
  


20   everything and expect to continue to go on with it.  We
  


21   can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tribal
  


22   members.  People my age are probably not -- I'm not going
  


23   to see any benefit from any development back there.  I'll
  


24   be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.
  


25   These little guys right here, they are going to be the
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 1   ones that have to live with whatever decisions we make
  


 2   now.  And if they don't know how to live off the land like
  


 3   we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us.  Okay.
  


 4   That's a loss to us.  We cannot continue to agree to give
  


 5   up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to
  


 6   replace it, even if we have a job back there.  If we can't
  


 7   continue to do that -- I hear it all the time.  There is a
  


 8   big concern about that.  I hear it.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  I understand your concern, and
  


10   it's a legitimate concern that, you know -- and like I
  


11   said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will
  


12   consider it, the fact that you feel like because the mine
  


13   will be there you will be prevented from accessing that
  


14   area and any other areas that --
  


15                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  We already are.
  


16                   MR. KUHLE:  -- the corporations feel may
  


17   be -- which may provide a safety or security risk.
  


18                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yeah.  They are afraid
  


19   somebody will get hurt.  Liability.  They are afraid of
  


20   liability.  But you can't -- we already do not go back
  


21   there for our traditional hunting and trapping.  My family
  


22   hunted and trapped back there.  David John's family hunted
  


23   and trapped back there for years and years and years.
  


24   Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would.  And we don't go
  


25   there anymore.  It's not ours anymore.  We can't go there
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 1   anymore.  Okay.  You can't even go back there and pick
  


 2   berries, and that place is covered with blueberries.  But
  


 3   we can't go back there as the general public.  And Calista
  


 4   owns the subsurface.  TKC owns the surface.  Okay.
  


 5             So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want,
  


 6   it's too bad.  All right?  But it's genocide to us to
  


 7   continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace
  


 8   it.  See?
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, we understand your
  


10   concern.  It's in the record.  I guess we -- as I said, we
  


11   can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's
  


12   in the record and it will be considered in the EIS.  And,
  


13   you know, once it's in the draft EIS, you will have an
  


14   opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed
  


15   that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.
  


16   But again, yes, I agree it's a legitimate concern, one
  


17   that we may not have a lot of control over but, you know,
  


18   it will be considered and we will do what we can.
  


19                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So first of all, Evelyn
  


20   speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture --
  


21                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.
  


22                   MR. BRELSFORD:  -- and of the history --
  


23                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.
  


24                   MR. BRELSFORD:  -- of this community.  And
  


25   I think we -- we shiver a little bit to hear the power of
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 1   your testimony.  The EIS has a certain job to do.  And
  


 2   it's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns
  


 3   about the forces of change in the region, but we are going
  


 4   to work hard to do the best job in the EIS.  So your
  


 5   comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what
  


 6   are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the
  


 7   project footprint, what are the estimated effects on
  


 8   traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough
  


 9   about that.
  


10             Now, it's going to start with those subsistence
  


11   and traditional land use studies.  The State subsistence
  


12   division has been visiting in the communities in the last
  


13   three or four years and put together new subsistence use
  


14   maps and so on.  That's just the beginning of
  


15   documentation on this.  We are going to try and go through
  


16   that information, synthesize it and estimate what those
  


17   effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.
  


18   You are going to help us get it right because the draft
  


19   EIS is a document -- it's out for several weeks, for
  


20   months for the communities to review and to provide
  


21   comments on.
  


22             And I do want to say in all sincerity that the
  


23   spirit of this is we are going to learn together.  We are
  


24   going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a lot
  


25   of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their
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 1   traditional use areas.  I know that.  I sat in this
  


 2   village and did maps with people in the 1980s.  It's work,
  


 3   and people do it because they want it to matter.  So we
  


 4   are going to recognize and respect the effort that's
  


 5   already in those studies.  And the testimony, the
  


 6   questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do
  


 7   our best in that draft EIS.  I can tell you that.  But we
  


 8   are going to leave some things out.  We are not going to
  


 9   get it all the first time we try.  And so the public
  


10   review of the draft EIS is very, very important.
  


11             And that's where -- so our job is to fully
  


12   disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly
  


13   can about what were the existing conditions and what are
  


14   the likely changes under the project, the potential
  


15   environmental effects.  That's what an EIS does.  And then
  


16   it goes in front of the agencies to make permitting
  


17   decisions.  But I really want to say you are going to help
  


18   us do a good job on that along the way.  We have several
  


19   years to work on this.  It's not going to be an overnight
  


20   or a slipshod piece of work.  It's going to be a detailed,
  


21   careful piece of work.  And we are going to bring it back
  


22   to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.
  


23             Don has emphasized that the government is not
  


24   going to manage private landowners.  And in almost all the
  


25   ways that is true.  Air emissions that would go off of
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 1   private land -- there are a few things where they are
  


 2   regulated, but this EIS is not going to change land
  


 3   ownership, private land ownership.
  


 4                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  That's not what I'm
  


 5   talking about here, Taylor.  What we are talking about is
  


 6   traditional land use.  Okay.  We are not talking about who
  


 7   owns the land or anything else.  Personally I don't care
  


 8   who owns the land.  It's our traditional area.  This is
  


 9   going to come up throughout this process.  I know it.  And
  


10   I need answers, too, because I don't have any to tell
  


11   anybody when they ask me about it.  It is a very sensitive
  


12   subject.
  


13             And this is the biggest part of this whole thing
  


14   is everybody is concerned about -- look at the Red Devil
  


15   Mine.  When it was going there was a lot of jobs in the
  


16   area.  Everything was going along good.  It closed in
  


17   1971.  What was left?  What was left?  Red Devil is, you
  


18   know, Red Devil.  I mean, it's got a huge runway, and who
  


19   uses it?  What benefit did it bring to this area?
  


20   Nothing, you know.  And they are gone.
  


21             Is that what's going to happen to Crooked Creek,
  


22   too?  You know --
  


23                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So the boom and bust
  


24   cycle.  What could be the boom and bust cycle is another
  


25   kind of question to be addressed in the EIS.
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 1                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  It's going to come up.
  


 2   It comes up all the time over here.  I have to bring it to
  


 3   you.
  


 4                   MR. BRELSFORD:  It's good input.  That's
  


 5   what we are here for.  So thank you for speaking quite
  


 6   frankly about it.  There are some other people who also
  


 7   have ideas.
  


 8                   MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  My name is
  


 9   Barbara Crane-Kinzy.  I'm from Sleetmute, like him.  And
  


10   our traditional harvesting is on a timeline basis.  Like
  


11   she said, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up
  


12   and pick them.  When it's time to get beaver -- you know,
  


13   there is a timeline for everything, everything that we
  


14   harvest.  We are here today and we are gone tomorrow, like
  


15   she says.  And I pray to God that my great, great
  


16   grandchildren will be able to go out and do the
  


17   traditional things that we do years and years way down
  


18   past 27 -- what you said, 26?
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  27 and a half years.
  


20                   MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINSEY:  I hope the land
  


21   is rich and bountiful for them as it is -- as it has been
  


22   for us.  And you said there is job opportunities for the
  


23   communities.  What I want to know is, are you guys going
  


24   to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain
  


25   these jobs?  Is there training available?  Is there an
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 1   outline where each and every one that may have an
  


 2   opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is
  


 3   there something that they can say, hey, I can do this; you
  


 4   know, I want to try this out?  Where is the -- the
  


 5   training in this for, you know, our people?
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess my understanding is
  


 7   that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with
  


 8   trying to hire local people that -- again, the impacts to
  


 9   the local communities will be, you know, addressed in the
  


10   EIS.  I guess I don't have specifics in that regard at
  


11   this time but, you know, it is something that is
  


12   considered is the effects on the local communities.
  


13                   MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I've heard
  


14   testimonies of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying
  


15   oh, yeah, they hired this guy from way down states come up
  


16   to flip pancakes for us.  And it's, what, there is a lot
  


17   of us over here that know how to cook, you know.  There is
  


18   lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our
  


19   people need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so
  


20   that we can get off welfare.
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess the reason that we had
  


22   it on the slide is it's one of the issues that we are
  


23   aware of and will be addressed.  So the fact that we had
  


24   it on the slide, you know, we are planning to look at that
  


25   in the EIS.
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 1                   MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  Doi.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
  


 3   go into the formal comments?
  


 4                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think on the sign-in
  


 5   sheets there was a little column that said would you like
  


 6   to testify, yes or no.  And it might seem a little formal.
  


 7   We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's
  


 8   Evelyn.  And we will hear Evelyn's formal comments here,
  


 9   but then if anybody else would like to make additional
  


10   comments, of course we would be happy to hear it.  So
  


11   whether you signed it or not, we are here to listen.  We
  


12   are here to learn.
  


13             Now I think it's time to turn to Evelyn's formal
  


14   comments, and then we will make room for anybody else
  


15   after that.
  


16                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'm Evelyn Thomas, the
  


17   Crooked Creek Tribal Council president.  Over the past, I
  


18   don't know, several years we have known that this time was
  


19   coming.  And over this time there has been different
  


20   comments and different questions and different concerns
  


21   brought up to the traditional council, to either myself or
  


22   to other people who have served on the traditional
  


23   council.  There is great concern for the loss of our
  


24   traditional ways of life, okay, how the -- the land and
  


25   the water and the air is going to be protected throughout
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 1   all of this.  We hear horror stories all the time of
  


 2   things going wrong everywhere all over.
  


 3             So far we have had a good relationship with
  


 4   Donlin Gold Project.  They have always been up front and
  


 5   very honest with whatever we have asked of them.  We do
  


 6   understand our environment.  It comes from generations of
  


 7   our people living in this area, that it's just like you
  


 8   just know.  It's passed down.  You know, like we know what
  


 9   season we need to get fish.  We know what season we need
  


10   to get the berries.  We know what season to get the
  


11   lauhyuks [ph] and the angukaqs.  We know these things and
  


12   we know this area that we live in.  There is concern about
  


13   the loss of that way of life.
  


14             We also know that with jobs comes problems.  And
  


15   as the people who live here and have lived here for
  


16   generations, we are part of the environment of this area.
  


17   We know that this project, it will bring much needed money
  


18   and jobs into this area.  However, there is going to also
  


19   bring the bad stuff.  The drugs and the alcohol will be
  


20   here.
  


21             Look at now.  The Crooked Creek Traditional
  


22   Council makes payroll twice a month.  As soon as we are
  


23   going to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the
  


24   alcohol into the community to be sold.  So there will be
  


25   more of that.
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 1             There has been positives for this community.
  


 2   There has also been negatives for this community.  And we
  


 3   know that we are going to have to find a balance between
  


 4   those two things.  But they -- the concerns that were
  


 5   brought up tonight are very real.  There is worry about
  


 6   the water.  There is worry about the air.  We hear it all
  


 7   the time.  Those questions need to be answered to our
  


 8   people as well as you can answer them to everyone here.
  


 9   This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare --
  


10   welfare economy.  And we welcome it.
  


11             We don't want to go into it and to do things
  


12   here like anything goes.  You see what we are saying?  We
  


13   are saying we don't want to do it -- okay.  You want to do
  


14   that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give
  


15   three people in this village a job.  We want to be sure
  


16   that it is done in a safe and responsible manner.
  


17             We want -- the people of our community and the
  


18   surrounding community, especially upriver, they have
  


19   people working at the mine, too.  Sleetmute will be an
  


20   invaluable addition to our meetings because they live ten
  


21   miles from Red Devil.  What was their impacts from that
  


22   mine when it was going on?  I know some of them were
  


23   pretty bad.  People from Crooked Creek worked up there,
  


24   and I know some of the impacts on Crooked Creek were
  


25   pretty bad.
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 1             I have a paper prepared for whoever wants to
  


 2   take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had;
  


 3   you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's
  


 4   going to happen if the -- because we drink water from the
  


 5   creek and we use water from the creek for washing and
  


 6   cleaning and things like that.  What's going to happen if
  


 7   they use so much water that we don't have enough for
  


 8   Crooked Creek to use?  Okay.  And supposedly the water is
  


 9   owned by the State of Alaska, I guess.  I don't think
  


10   there is any private ownership.  How can we make sure we
  


11   have enough water for our community?  You know, things
  


12   like this, these are going to come up.
  


13             They are all in this paper here.  And I will
  


14   give you a copy to take with you.  I've given one to April
  


15   already so she will be prepared for it.  But that's all I
  


16   have to say.
  


17             I thank you.  Especially I want to thank the
  


18   Army Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two
  


19   years ago when we flooded.  They were -- when we called up
  


20   to ask them for permission to build over there by the
  


21   airport because we couldn't get permission from TKC to
  


22   build and if we could use gravel from the river, we had an
  


23   answer from the Army Corps in two hours.  So they helped
  


24   us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt
  


25   for our people who had lost everything.  So we thank you
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 1   for that.  Thank you.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Anybody that didn't sign up
  


 3   wish to make comments?  If not, I thank you again for
  


 4   coming.  Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com.  My
  


 5   contact information is available on the website.  Or if
  


 6   you would like, you can stop by and I'll give it to you.
  


 7   If you have any concerns, you can contact --
  


 8                   MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  On your website
  


 9   can we see other people's comments?
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Eventually they will be
  


11   posted, yes.
  


12                   MR. BRELSFORD:  After all of the meetings
  


13   the transcripts will be summarized in a report, and that
  


14   report will be on the website to kind of gather together
  


15   the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of
  


16   the communities together.  So that's going to be a little
  


17   while.  We finish the meetings in the end of March, and
  


18   it's about May before that report will be posted.
  


19                   MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I want it to be
  


20   like Facebook where I can add another comment.
  


21                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know if people saw
  


22   the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.
  


23   Another newsletter will come out to summarize the scoping
  


24   meetings.  So some of the biggest issues will be
  


25   summarized in there.  And then the scoping report will be
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 1   quite lengthy.  There will be a lot of detail in that
  


 2   report.
  


 3                   MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'd like to -- one
  


 4   more thank you.  Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when
  


 5   the State of Alaska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up
  


 6   here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly.  They
  


 7   refused to come for eight hours for up to two days.
  


 8   Donlin Gold did come in here.  They showed -- they showed
  


 9   me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that
  


10   they were willing to put themselves out to make sure that
  


11   we didn't have any loss of life.  So there was that --
  


12   there is that positive.  They have worked hard to build
  


13   this trust between the village and them, and we very much
  


14   appreciated that because I believe that we would have lost
  


15   Elders and infants during that time if we hadn't been able
  


16   to get them out of here and into Donlin Gold where they
  


17   took us.  And they weren't ready for babies and old people
  


18   and whatever.  And we thank them for that also.
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  If there is no more comments,
  


20   again, thanks for coming.
  


21                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So we will hang around
  


22   after.  Please feel free to visit with any of the agency
  


23   representatives with any other questions or comments.  We
  


24   would welcome it.  Thanks so much for coming tonight.
  


25   It's a huge group of folks.  We are really pleased to see
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 1   the turn out.  So thank you.
  


 2              (Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m.)
  


 3
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 1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
  


 2             I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
  


 3   the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
  


 4             That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
  


 5   me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
  


 6   proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later
  


 7   transcribed under my direction by computer transcription;
  


 8   that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2               (Invocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  We will get started.  I'd like 



            4    to welcome you to the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold 



            5    Project environmental impact statement, also known as an 



            6    EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle.  I'm from the U.S. Army Corps 



            7    of Engineers.  I'm the project manager for the EIS.  There 



            8    are a number of cooperating agencies here who will 



            9    participate in the EIS.  And we also have a third-party 



           10    contractor here.  I'll take a minute to let them introduce 



           11    themselves.  Let's do the agencies first.  



           12                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  My name is 



           13    Doug Ballou.  I'm with the Bureau of Land Management, the 



           14    Anchorage field office.  We are a cooperator on this 



           15    environmental impact study, and I'm really glad that you 



           16    are here tonight.  We are very interested in hearing your 



           17    input and feedback on the various issues that this study 



           18    will be addressing.  So again, thank you for coming out.  



           19    And I'll be available after the meeting if you have any 



           20    specific questions related to BLM's role in this process.  



           21    Thank you.  



           22                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is 



           23    Mark Jen.  I'm with the EPA, and we're a cooperating 



           24    agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the development 



           25    of the environmental impact statement and to address 
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            1    impacts associated with the Donlin Gold mining project.  



            2    And so you have got all the federal and State agencies 



            3    here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your 



            4    comments.  So thank you very much.  



            5                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the State 



            6    of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and we are also 



            7    a cooperating agency.  And if you have any specific 



            8    questions related to the State, I might not have all the 



            9    answers, as I represent kind of a lot of different 



           10    departments, but I'll either get back to you or have an 



           11    answer.  So please come and see me after the presentation 



           12    if you have any specific questions for the State.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And I'm Taylor Brelsford.  



           14    It's really special to be back working for a project in 



           15    the Kuskokwim River.  It's been many, many years since my 



           16    family was young living in Sleetmute and again in Aniak.  



           17              I work as a contractor for the Army Corps of 



           18    Engineers, and our responsibility -- I work with a company 



           19    called URS Corporation.  And our responsibility is to help 



           20    prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to 



           21    support the Army Corps of Engineers on this EIS.



           22                    MR. MOXIE ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie 



           23    Alexie.  I'm from Sleetmute.  I'm with URS as part of the 



           24    Donlin Gold Project with the EIS team with URS.  And it's 



           25    good to be back in my home area.







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         5







            1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Welcome home.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  We'll move now into the 



            3    program.  Feel free to ask any questions as we go along.  



            4    If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify 



            5    yourself, give us your name for the record.  



            6              Okay.  We will move into the agenda.  This is 



            7    the agenda for this evening, just to provide with you an 



            8    idea of the topics that we are going to cover.  We have 



            9    done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk about 



           10    the purpose of tonight's meeting.  And then we will 



           11    provide the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to 



           12    provide a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has 



           13    proposed it.  And we will summarize a few of the issues as 



           14    a way of inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get 



           15    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  



           16              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed an 



           17    open pit gold mine ten miles up Crooked Creek, which I 



           18    guess you know is located on the Kuskokwim River.  And in 



           19    order to comply with the National Environmental Policy 



           20    Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 



           21    will be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the 



           22    potential impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor 



           23    an opponent of the project.  The EIS will be used in 



           24    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other 



           25    agencies.  And the scoping meetings are the first step in 
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            1    the EIS process.  



            2              This map gives an orientation to the project 



            3    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



            4    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.  



            5    As you can see, it's a remote area with little development 



            6    to date.  There are no existing roads to the region.  The 



            7    map shows that the existing transportation and energy 



            8    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral 



            9    Alaska.  



           10              The proposed mine would require all new 



           11    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of 



           12    these would be subject to permitting before they could 



           13    proceed.  



           14              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



           15    supply links to the proposed project.  The transportation 



           16    logistics for the mine include cargo and fuel from the 



           17    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in 



           18    Dutch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then 



           19    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go 



           20    to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well.  And the 



           21    fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge 



           22    landing that would be constructed at Jungjuk.  There would 



           23    also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring 



           24    in natural gas for the mill.  



           25              We are now going to take a look at the EIS 
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            1    process, and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in 



            2    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act 



            3    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



            4    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this 



            5    case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits 



            6    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of 



            7    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits 



            8    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to 



            9    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed 



           10    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



           11    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies 



           12    to make their permit decisions.  



           13              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is 



           14    also required to complete a public interest review and an 



           15    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act, 



           16    which requires that we select the least environmentally 



           17    damaging practicable alternative.  We will incorporate the 



           18    information necessary for these determinations into the 



           19    EIS.  



           20              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and 



           21    the regional organization will all work together on the 



           22    EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected based upon their 



           23    permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  As an 



           24    example, the project would occur on BLM and State of 



           25    Alaska lands, so they will evaluate whether to issue 
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            1    right-of-way permits for use of these lands.  Tribal 



            2    governments and regional cooperators participate to 



            3    contribute specialized knowledge about the local area, 



            4    resources and land use.  



            5              The Donlin Gold Project will require many 



            6    federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides 



            7    six examples, and I'll mention two of them and ask you to 



            8    read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would 



            9    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United 



           10    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit 



           11    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.  



           12              Also, since a portion of the pipeline project 



           13    would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate a 



           14    right-of-way application.  You can find a more 



           15    comprehensive list of the required permits on the Donlin 



           16    Gold application, which can be found on the project 



           17    website.  



           18              There are also many permits required from the 



           19    State of Alaska.  Three departments of the State 



           20    government are noted here.  For example, over 60 percent 



           21    of the pipeline would be installed on State lands, so the 



           22    Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a 



           23    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental 



           24    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and 



           25    air quality permits, and the Department of Fish & Game has 
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            1    permitting responsibility to protect fish habitat.  



            2              So this overview of permits has shown why the 



            3    various agencies are involved in the EIS.  So we will now 



            4    turn to the milestones of an EIS.  Some of you may be 



            5    familiar with the steps in preparing an EIS.  The diagram 



            6    on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking 



            7    from now till November 2015.  



            8              On December 14th of last year, a Notice of 



            9    Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal 



           10    Register, and that was the kickoff for the EIS.  And we -- 



           11    at that point we began scoping on December 14th, and that 



           12    will continue through March 29th of this year.  And during 



           13    that period we will be having scoping meetings, one of 



           14    which is why we are here tonight.  And we will also be 



           15    taking comments on the project.  You can find more 



           16    information on the website and submit comments through the 



           17    website, as well.  



           18              The information that we gather during the 



           19    scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EIS, 



           20    which is expected to be completed about August of 2014.  



           21    That's an estimated time, the best we can estimate at this 



           22    point.  That could change, but that's what we are 



           23    projecting right now.  The draft will then be put out for 



           24    public review.  And again, we will have a round of 



           25    meetings similar to what we are having now.  And we will 
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            1    also solicit comments on the project again.  



            2              Using the information gathered on the draft, we 



            3    will prepare the final EIS, which we expect to be 



            4    completed in October 2015.  Then the final EIS will be 



            5    used by the agencies involved to make their permit 



            6    decisions, and each agency will prepare their own Record 



            7    of Decision.  And those are expected to be done about 



            8    November of 2015.  



            9              The most important thing to note from this slide 



           10    are the two gold-colored circles.  Those are the scoping 



           11    period and the comment period on the draft.  And those are 



           12    the best opportunities to provide input into the project.  



           13    And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any 



           14    comments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed 



           15    in the draft EIS.  So it's important that you get your 



           16    comments to us by then.  



           17              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           18    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



           19    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The 



           20    first is to share information about the proposed project.  



           21    And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation 



           22    tonight.  And as I mentioned, you can also get information 



           23    on the website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as 



           24    well.  



           25              The next -- second purpose is to provide 
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            1    information about EIS milestones.  And that's what we 



            2    showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overview 



            3    for the time frame for the EIS.  And the next two are to 



            4    identify issues and concerns to examine in the EIS and to 



            5    identify useful information from communities.  And we are 



            6    counting on you to help us with these last two.  We would 



            7    like to know what you would like to see addressed in the 



            8    EIS and if you have information that we can use to make 



            9    informed decisions.  



           10              This is a schedule for our scoping meetings.  



           11    And the first week we are -- we started with the villages 



           12    nearest the project.  The second week will be focused on 



           13    the lower Kuskokwim River.  And the third week we will be 



           14    traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  



           15    And the final round will be in the middle Yukon and upper 



           16    Kuskokwim.  



           17              In this map the color scheme represents the many 



           18    subregions of the project area.  And it helps to show how 



           19    the scoping plan was developed.  For example, the orange 



           20    dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest to 



           21    the project area.  And in this subregion we are holding 



           22    meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the 



           23    mine site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub.  



           24    For the other subregions, meetings will similarly be held 



           25    in the subregional hubs.  
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            1              Okay.  We will stop here to see if there is any 



            2    questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Any questions 



            3    before we move on?



            4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Are you going to be 



            5    having meetings all the way down toward Nunivak Island?  



            6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Not actually on Nunivak 



            7    Island, but on the Bering Sea coast between the mouth of 



            8    the Kuskokwim and the mouth of the Yukon River.  



            9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Is that because of the 



           10    barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to 



           11    have meetings out there?  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I'm setting a bad 



           13    example.  This is Taylor speaking.  It's Evelyn Thomas who 



           14    asked the question.  Go ahead.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  We are looking at any -- 



           16    we have looked at all -- we identified the region and the 



           17    communities that could -- any that could potentially be 



           18    affected by the proposed project.  And yes, that could 



           19    include any affected by navigation.  It could also be any 



           20    of them affected by socioeconomic effects.  So any of that 



           21    could in any way be affected by the project.  



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the project area is 



           23    going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates 



           24    all the way to the Kuskokwim Valley and down; and then the 



           25    entire YK Delta, the Calista shareholder villages, are all 
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            1    connected to the potential economics of this project.  So 



            2    that's how the 66 villages within the project area became 



            3    part of the definition of the project area.  



            4              The direct environmental effects, like effects 



            5    on water or noise disturbance, barging, those might be 



            6    more concentrated on the Kuskokwim River Valley, the 



            7    Kuskokwim River region, but the other communities have had 



            8    a history of employment in the project and may have some 



            9    participation in the socioeconomic aspects of the project 



           10    as it goes forward.



           11                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I didn't see Stony 



           12    River and Sleetmute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that 



           13    list, and they, too, will be affected by this.  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  As we have tried to explain, 



           15    we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using 



           16    a regional hub approach to get to as many of the 



           17    communities as we have.  There is information also 



           18    available on the website.  There is newsletters going out 



           19    to all those communities so they will have an opportunity 



           20    to provide information and to get information about the 



           21    project and to provide their comments to us in those 



           22    matters.  



           23                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You know that topic -- 



           24    Are you going to go up to Lime Village, also, way up and 



           25    down all these villages?  There are people from up there 
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            1    that will be affected, also.  



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to ask one 



            3    more time for folks to please say your names so it can be 



            4    on the court recorder on the transcript.  I do want to say 



            5    it's a little bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's 



            6    important is that we have to go back through and code all 



            7    of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the 



            8    comments that are made during the meeting.  So please help 



            9    us out to be sure that we get a good, complete 



           10    documentation of the meeting.  And I know it's a little 



           11    annoying, but please do say your name when you have a 



           12    question.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know.  Maybe we could 



           14    go back to the previous slide.  It would show -- or the 



           15    previous couple slides shows the communities that we will 



           16    be going to.  Those are the communities that we will be 



           17    going to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of 



           18    their hub communities for the various subregional -- or 



           19    the subregions.  And we are going to those areas to 



           20    provide as much information as we can.  And there is -- 



           21    the others we are sending out newsletters to every 



           22    resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing 



           23    information on the website.  And I also provide my direct 



           24    phone line and e-mail.  



           25              So we are -- that's the approach we are taking 
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            1    to gather as much information as we can.  We believe that 



            2    it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input 



            3    or to hear about the project and provide input.  



            4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It is going to have a big 



            5    impact on people that are closer to the project than the 



            6    ones around the outskirts of it.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, we feel like 



            8    there is potential impacts.  We identified all -- the 



            9    total number of communities.  We looked at -- our tribal 



           10    liaison, you know, contacted 66 communities.  Those were 



           11    the ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the 



           12    project, and we felt we needed to provide information to 



           13    all of them.  And the approach we are taking, again, is to 



           14    focus on the subregions.  And you know, we are not going 



           15    to every community, but we feel the approach we are taking 



           16    is providing an opportunity to every community to be part 



           17    of the process.



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, let me build on 



           19    this a little bit.  I think the comments go to the 



           20    question of fair play and that the communities that might 



           21    be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be 



           22    heard.  And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the 



           23    subsistence use areas for the Stony River and Lime 



           24    Village, and they should really and truly have a direct 



           25    invitation, direct opportunity to participate.  I think 
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            1    that's a really important scoping comment for us to have 



            2    written down.  And I think some of the things that we can 



            3    do -- Don is really emphasizing that we are trying to 



            4    spread out the opportunity across the big region.  So 



            5    that's one good idea.  



            6              But the other one is to really have some direct 



            7    contact with some of the communities that may not get to 



            8    the meetings.  So we can make some follow-up phone calls 



            9    to the tribe, corporation, city leaders as appropriate to 



           10    kind of answer questions or emphasize the value of having 



           11    your voice heard early in the EIS process and mention 



           12    again the website or the newsletters.  I think what I hear 



           13    from this is we ought to do a little better on individual 



           14    outreach to some of those villages.  So I think that's a 



           15    really good comment.  



           16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You got plan A right now.  



           17    Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  For outreach to the 



           19    communities?  As I said, our tribal liaison has contacted 



           20    or attempted to contact all 66 of those communities.  



           21    She's made follow-up phone calls and e-mails at least 



           22    twice so far to those.  And I expect she will continue to 



           23    do that if we don't hear anything from, like you 



           24    mentioned, Lime Village.  Yes, we can ask her to try to 



           25    get in touch with them and see if there is some reason 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        17







            1    that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically 



            2    ask them, you know, if there is some reason -- if they 



            3    have no interest in participating or if they simply 



            4    haven't heard.  But as I said, she made several efforts so 



            5    far to contact every community.



            6                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It would be good to make 



            7    an effort instead of ignoring them.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And I don't -- thank 



            9    you.  I don't believe we have ignored them.  And we will 



           10    continue to make an effort.  



           11                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  I appreciate the 



           12    opportunity to have an input tonight.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we have some homework 



           14    based on this comment.  We will make some follow-up calls.  



           15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Evelyn Thomas, tribal 



           16    council president of Crooked Creek.  There is a big 



           17    concern.  I've mentioned it before.  Is this TKC and 



           18    Calista going to allow exclusive use of this route where 



           19    the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going 



           20    to be?  We want to know if that's going to be closed off 



           21    from us.  That's a question that we have that's really -- 



           22    that's for all of the river villages, more so than 



           23    Napaimute or anywhere else.  If it's going to be closed 



           24    off from us, I personally will have a problem.



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  We will talk about that a 
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            1    little bit later in the program, and if you still have 



            2    questions at that point, please ask them again.



            3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I will.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Ready to move on, then?  



            5    That was a good discussion to warm up.  Now we're ready to 



            6    go into the pipeline components.  Not just the pipeline.  



            7    The project components.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  As Taylor just said, we will 



            9    move into a summary of the mining project as proposed by 



           10    Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two 



           11    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and 



           12    NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands 



           13    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista 



           14    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim 



           15    Corporation is the surface owner.  



           16              As you can see, it's a very large project, 



           17    expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per 



           18    year for an expected life span of 27 and a half years.  It 



           19    will process 59,000 tons of ore each day.  



           20              We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be 



           21    located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



           22    Cook Inlet into the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home 



           23    to some 66 communities that might be affected by the 



           24    project.  For many communities the project might affect 



           25    lands and resources that are used for subsistence and 
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            1    other livelihood activities.  This project will face an 



            2    extensive set of legal requirements, many permits and many 



            3    agencies involved.  



            4              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 



            5    the time line from exploration to closure.  Donlin has 



            6    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 



            7    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.  



            8    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the 



            9    first step of which is the scoping meetings, and that's 



           10    why we are here tonight.  At the conclusion of the EIS 



           11    process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny 



           12    their permits.  If permits are issued, Donlin Gold can 



           13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an 



           14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.  



           15              At the conclusion of the active life of the 



           16    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and 



           17    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill 



           18    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste 



           19    treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility, 



           20    and also the waste rock storage facilities.  The land 



           21    would be recontoured and native vegetation would be 



           22    planted.  



           23              I'll turn to the major components of the 



           24    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.  



           25    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the 
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            1    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe,  



            2    meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage 



            3    permafrost.  



            4              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the 



            5    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using 



            6    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 



            7    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this 



            8    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



            9    the three forks of the George River.  The image of the 



           10    block valve on the right side of the slide in the 



           11    right-hand photo there shows that the pipeline 



           12    right-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't 



           13    block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way 



           14    would be brushed every ten years to provide continued 



           15    access for monitoring and maintenance, and that would be 



           16    done by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not 



           17    create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would 



           18    allow access, but after construction no improved access 



           19    for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.  



           20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let's pause and see -- 



           21    Evelyn was here.  This was her question.  So again, I 



           22    think what we want to emphasize, this picture is kind of 



           23    hard to see in the room, but the right-of-way continues up 



           24    this ridge, and it's brushed down low.  The trees grow up 



           25    alongside.  But it's not fenced off.  So the important 
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            1    thing is for the traditional land uses and subsistence in 



            2    the upper Kuskokwim River or along the Alaska Range as it 



            3    comes over to the Kuskokwim, it's not a barrier to 



            4    subsistence uses to access for subsistence purposes.  



            5    These block valves would be located about every 20 miles.  



            6    Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.  



            7    They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.  



            8              So this was a really important question.  And I 



            9    want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as 



           10    we could.  So maybe that's enough of emphasizing on that 



           11    one.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Will check with Evelyn when 



           13    she gets back.  



           14              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



           15    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west 



           16    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim 



           17    River Valley, and continue west to the mine site near 



           18    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent 



           19    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native 



           20    corporation land.  



           21              Note the blue segment in the middle where an 



           22    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge 



           23    and the Alaska Range.  This alternate route would separate 



           24    at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at 



           25    milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps 
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            1    that this alternative is under consideration and will be 



            2    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming 



            3    summer. 



            4              This slide shows the project components at the 



            5    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.  



            6    Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover 



            7    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide, 



            8    1,850 feet deep near the end of the mine life.  Number two 



            9    is the tailings impoundment, which technically is referred 



           10    to as a waste treatment facility, and it would cover about 



           11    2,350 acres, or three and a half square miles.  Tailings 



           12    refer to the powder-like material that is left after the 



           13    gold has been removed from the mill.  



           14              Number three is the waste rock facility, which 



           15    would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that's 



           16    removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major 



           17    facilities support the mill, which would process 59,000 



           18    tons of ore per day. 



           19              This is an overview of the transportation 



           20    infrastructure.  The mine will require new or expanded 



           21    port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and 



           22    cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges 



           23    they move up to a new barge landing near Jungjuk, and from 



           24    there the cargo and fuel would be transferred along a new 



           25    30-mile road that would be constructed to the mine site.  
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            1    Also at the mine site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrip, 



            2    and there would also be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage 



            3    facility at the mine site.  



            4              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



            5    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



            6    1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26 



            7    acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge 



            8    traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and 



            9    diesel fuel.  The fuel would be needed to power the large 



           10    mine equipment and trucks at the mine site.  The fuel 



           11    barges would be double-hulled.  



           12              The navigation season would be about 110 days 



           13    per year.  There would be about three barge tows passing 



           14    per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down 



           15    the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at 



           16    about any point on the river each day.  There will be four 



           17    barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel 



           18    barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 tons 



           19    each.  Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gallons each.  The 



           20    shipping season and the barge tow frequency and the number 



           21    of barges loads would be roughly the same both during the 



           22    construction period and during operation of the mine.  



           23              Additional infrastructure includes a 



           24    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a 



           25    construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs.  This 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        24







            1    includes some smaller remote camps for pipeline 



            2    construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and 



            3    would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working 



            4    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total 



            5    workforce would be on site at any given time.  



            6              We will stop now and see if there are any 



            7    questions on the project and its components.  Any 



            8    questions at this time before we move on?



            9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  The four barges a day, 



           10    that would be throughout the life of the mine?  It would 



           11    be every day for 30 years, about?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  There would be four barges per 



           13    tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on 



           14    average during the 110-day season.  



           15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  And that would go on 



           16    for the life of the mine?  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.



           18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Every year?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Every year and an estimated 



           20    110 days per year navigation season with the most -- most 



           21    days you would see three barges per day.



           22                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  And that's for 



           23    30 years, every summer for 30 years?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Three to four years of 



           25    construction and 27 and a half years of the mine life and 
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            1    probably some period during the restoration period.



            2                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  



            3                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  My name is Janine 



            4    Stewman.  What model are they using to go underneath the 



            5    river?  What's their protection?  What is the model they 



            6    are using to do the piping underneath the river?  How are 



            7    they going to guarantee there won't be a leak?  How are 



            8    they going to assure us of that?  How would we get that 



            9    information?  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  The guarantee -- the 



           11    pipeline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHMSA, or 



           12    the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 



           13    Administration, and they will review the pipeline to 



           14    ensure the safety of it.  As far as a model for going 



           15    underneath, I'm not sure exactly how that was modeled 



           16    or -- as I understand it, it will be well beneath the bed, 



           17    I believe even through the bedrock, and there will be 



           18    block valves every two feet -- I'm sorry -- every 20 miles 



           19    along the pipeline, so if there is a leak detected, it 



           20    would stop the flow of gas.  But the main responsibility 



           21    for that would be PHMSA.  



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it might be helpful to 



           23    say all of this starts with geotechnical studies.  So they 



           24    actually study the rock and the stability and what 



           25    engineering features, and they use that in order to design 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        26







            1    the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling 



            2    exercises.  Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor 



            3    that comes out of the federal regulations.  And then all 



            4    of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk 



            5    of spill.  



            6              And then much further down the road there are 



            7    spill response plans and obligations in the permits so 



            8    that if there were ever an uncontrolled release, a spill 



            9    of some sort, the safety measures would be in place.  The 



           10    block valves would be one, but then the spill response, 



           11    the equipment on site, the personnel who are trained to 



           12    respond to a spill.  There is kind of a train of things to 



           13    prevent first, and then have -- have well-established 



           14    procedures to respond if there ever were a release.



           15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  How would they do the 



           16    inspection on that?  Because you said they are going to do 



           17    inspections.  So that would be one question I would like 



           18    to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there 



           19    is no leak.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Inspect the part that's 



           21    under -- 



           22                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.  Because that 



           23    would be hard to inspect, I think.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not very familiar 



           25    with that, but I expect it would be done remotely, that 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        27







            1    they would, you know, tell by pressure sensors or -- 



            2                   MR. JOHN THOMAS:  They send a pig down it.  



            3    They call it a pig.  That's how they check inside a pipe.



            4                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  The other question to 



            5    that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be involved 



            6    in that?  Because they monitor me.  I'm a fuel vendor.  



            7    They monitor me because I'm on the river.  So I'm assuming 



            8    they are going to want to be a part of that.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  If you are on the river -- I 



           10    talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to 



           11    be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had 



           12    if there were any structures crossing the river, and there 



           13    are not.  It's beneath the river.  And I don't believe 



           14    that they will have -- 



           15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  They don't have any 



           16    questions?  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  I believe as long as it's 



           18    well beneath the bed of the river.  But they will 



           19    certainly be involved later in the process.  I mean, we 



           20    will contact them to, you know, see what they have for 



           21    comments and -- 



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there are probably a 



           23    couple of parts going on.  First, this was John Thomas 



           24    that provided information about the pig.  



           25                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Which sounds right.  
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            1    I know we send pigs from the barge to the -- when we do a 



            2    field dispensing from the barge to the tank farm, but I 



            3    wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think, as Don is 



            5    saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are 



            6    really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline 



            7    safety.  Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those 



            8    steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes 



            9    and the protective measures that you are quite familiar 



           10    with.  I don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this 



           11    case.  And most of what we think the Coast Guard would 



           12    focus on here would be more navigation, particularly at 



           13    the mouth where a lot of traffic might be involved in 



           14    bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.  



           15              So there is a lot of little pieces to this 



           16    project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of 



           17    clarify who might be doing which parts of it.  



           18                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  On that model, before 



           19    I give it over, do they show how many times it crosses the 



           20    river from -- you know -- 



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  From Cook Inlet to the mine 



           22    site?  



           23                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Moxie, could you go to the 



           25    map?  So there are eight major river crossings with the 
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            1    horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD.  



            2    Come forward to the pipeline components.  So the eight 



            3    major river systems have these gold stars, and then there 



            4    are dozens -- there are somewhere in the neighborhood of 



            5    hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies 



            6    that are crossed.  And there are several techniques that 



            7    are used in those, depending on whether they have 



            8    anadromous salmon runs or not.  And some of them involve 



            9    trenching and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a 



           10    time where it would not affect the fish resources.  



           11              There is a very detailed listing of this in the 



           12    plan of development for the pipeline that is available on 



           13    the website.  So it's possible to kind of follow a lot of 



           14    details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the 



           15    more thorough documentation behind it.  



           16                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was going to ask about 



           17    the pollution from the generators they are going to have 



           18    back there.  There will be a lot of pollution coming out 



           19    that will come down here probably.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  From generators at the mine 



           21    site?  



           22                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was asking about the 



           23    pollution from the generators.  And like, you know -- 



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't have specific details 



           25    on that, other than I can assure you that it will 
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            1    certainly be addressed.  And it's a real concern and it 



            2    will be addressed in the EIS at length.  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there is a little bit 



            4    more to the question.  Air quality, protecting air quality 



            5    and understanding what emissions might come from the power 



            6    generator or any of the trucks, all of it.  Air emissions 



            7    is going to be a very big focus in this EIS.  But then you 



            8    were also asking what happens; does it travel; would the 



            9    air currents carry contaminated air or contaminants in the 



           10    air from the mine site down to the communities; would it 



           11    affect the communities nearby.  



           12              And again, these are good, good scoping 



           13    questions to set the target for the EIS analysis so that 



           14    these are both aspects that would definitely be analyzed 



           15    quite thoroughly in the EIS.  And this is a good way to 



           16    put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.  



           17              I forgot one other thing.  Part of the thing 



           18    about having natural gas to power the electrical 



           19    generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form 



           20    of power generation than diesel would be.  So some of the 



           21    original design is already looking at how to minimize air 



           22    emissions or difficulties with air quality.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  As we said, the purpose of 



           24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One 



           25    major area of concern is water resources.  The project is 
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            1    designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted 



            2    water, but there could still be concerns.  Some examples 



            3    are noted on this slide.  



            4              Streams and other surface waters would be 



            5    diverted away from and around the mining activities in 



            6    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.  



            7    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining 



            8    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.  



            9    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower 



           10    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby 



           11    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, 



           12    could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock 



           13    tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed 



           14    to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.  



           15              Air quality is also important.  This slide shows 



           16    some examples of issues related to air.  There would be 



           17    several sources of emissions, including a large number of 



           18    large mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant and dust 



           19    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste 



           20    rock and ore.  



           21              Climate change is a growing concern and will 



           22    need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons 



           23    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several 



           24    areas.  One of these is naturally occurring mercury or 



           25    fugitive mercury could be released by exposing it during 
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            1    mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur during the 



            2    milling process, and any mercury co-product would require 



            3    careful storage and transport.  



            4              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous 



            5    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good 



            6    response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.  



            7              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands 



            8    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



            9    subsistence and traditional land uses.  



           10              The proposed project would affect a total of 



           11    16,300 acres.  Of this, 10,000 acres would be located at 



           12    the mine site and related infrastructure.  And there would 



           13    be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pipeline, 



           14    and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands.  These areas 



           15    would be affected by -- the wetlands would be affected by 



           16    excavation filling and vegetation removal or other 



           17    disturbances.  And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and 



           18    wildlife habitat loss would occur or be reduced from the 



           19    16,300 acres affected.  And in addition to habitat loss, 



           20    there would be disturbance of individual animals.  



           21              We have already talked quite a bit about barge 



           22    traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would 



           23    also be affected by the loss of land to development.  



           24              Here are some more examples of issues and 



           25    concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 
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            1    cultural resources and recreation.  Community life would 



            2    be affected by a large new workforce of 3,000 workers 



            3    during the construction period and 1,400 for the permanent 



            4    operation of the mine.  There will be new employment and 



            5    income, but there would also be many effects on community 



            6    life and human health.  Cultural resources, both 



            7    archeological and historical, that exist in the area might 



            8    also be disturbed or destroyed by construction and 



            9    operations.  



           10              Recreation and visual resources might also be 



           11    affected, including the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail 



           12    might also be affected by new structures and mining 



           13    operations.  



           14              For all of the issues that are identified, we 



           15    will look first to avoid the impacts if we can.  



           16    Otherwise, we will minimize them as much as possible and, 



           17    if necessary, we will look at ways to mitigate for them.  



           18              To conclude, we know that the proposed project 



           19    and land resources are important to you.  And we would 



           20    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get 



           21    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most 



           22    important thing by being here tonight.  And we also ask 



           23    that you visit our website at donlingoldeis.com or contact 



           24    me directly at 753-2780 is my direct phone line, or you 



           25    can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the 
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            1    slide.  



            2              If you have any tribal matters, you can contact 



            3    our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number 



            4    and e-mail are also provided.  These are also available on 



            5    the donlingoldeis.com website.  



            6              Amanda and I have had two tribal teleconferences 



            7    so far to discuss cooperating agency status and 



            8    government-to-government consultation.  Those were held on 



            9    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have 



           10    others.  And we will try to contact the tribes that we 



           11    haven't heard back from.  We have heard back from most of 



           12    them and there have been a number that haven't responded, 



           13    but we will make another effort.  And in addition to 



           14    participating in the EIS, tribal governments also have the 



           15    opportunity to enter into government-to-government 



           16    consultation.  It's a separate process from the EIS, but 



           17    we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.  



           18    And they will best contact Amanda, but also myself if you 



           19    have any concerns related to tribal issues.  



           20              That concludes the presentation.  So I'll 



           21    answer if there is any remaining questions; otherwise, we 



           22    will move into the period we set aside for taking 



           23    testimony, if anybody would like to make comments for the 



           24    record.  



           25                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.  
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            1    I'm concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the 



            2    water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and 



            3    the game we have because I know they are monitoring our 



            4    fish and game right now and water, doing all that to get 



            5    information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while 



            6    the mine is in operation and also after.  



            7              My concern is if there are any changes during 



            8    that time, during that 27 years they are going to have 



            9    that operation going on, if there is any changes in any 



           10    fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do 



           11    something about it?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  You mean -- 



           13                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  In case you have a leak.  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess, you know, 



           15    the -- there will be conditions --



           16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You have got to compare 



           17    from before it starts and after it starts and during.  



           18    Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting all 



           19    that game.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess there would -- all of 



           21    the permits that -- I mean, I can definitely speak for the 



           22    Corps of Engineers and I expect for other agencies as 



           23    well.  There will be conditions on the permit that will 



           24    be, you know, identified through the EIS process to 



           25    protect the resources.  If there is -- you know, air 
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            1    quality and water quality are, you know, usually regulated 



            2    by State permits, and they will have standards on those.  



            3    If those are exceeded, you know, then measures will be 



            4    taken to require them to come into compliance.  So that -- 



            5    you know, that's the way that the air and water quality 



            6    would be protected throughout the life of the mine.  



            7              For fish, you know, if they were -- the State 



            8    Fish & Game has requirements for -- they would have to 



            9    have a fish habitat permit.  If they were to violate that, 



           10    they would have to come into compliance.  So, you know, 



           11    once the permits are issued, you know, there would be 



           12    conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.  



           13    If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know, 



           14    they would be in violation.  So that's --



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think one other thing 



           16    to add to that is there is a formal monitoring plan as 



           17    part of the operational plan, part of the permit 



           18    application from Donlin.  So just where you started, you 



           19    need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over time 



           20    and to compare it.  That's exactly right.  That's what the 



           21    monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.  



           22    Many environmental dimensions would be monitored on an 



           23    ongoing basis.  



           24              And just like you are suggesting, they have to 



           25    adjust.  If they identify changes, they would have to 
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            1    adjust the engineering and the technical work at the mine 



            2    or the management in order to respond to any changes in 



            3    any of those environmental dimensions.



            4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  Thank you.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



            6    go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to 



            7    testify.  If there is no last questions, we will get those 



            8    and call the people to provide those comments.



            9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  This is Evelyn Thomas 



           10    again.  What kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditional 



           11    land use.  What -- what is your take on that?  What is -- 



           12    what's that -- how is that part of this?  What would 



           13    you -- why is it even in there if you know you are going 



           14    to deal with Calista and TKC and you don't deal with the 



           15    tribes?  And you have traditional land use of the areas 



           16    that are going to be affected.  How is that addressed in 



           17    this EIS?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are dealing with the 



           19    tribes.  We have invited tribes to be cooperating 



           20    agencies, and Crooked Creek is one of those.



           21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  About the traditional 



           22    land use loss.  Okay.  I saw this.  Okay.  And you are 



           23    going down river from Crooked Creek.  Okay.  But the 



           24    people most affected by not using the areas -- let's say 



           25    if they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline 
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            1    route to go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't 



            2    go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to 



            3    affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people, 



            4    Sleetmute people and Stony River people much more than 



            5    from Napaimute on down.  Okay.  This is our -- and this 



            6    is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a 



            7    lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and 



            8    gathering and trapping areas.  And that's going to be part 



            9    of this, or is it just going to be mentioned and then 



           10    left?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be part of it.  



           12    That would be -- you know, we will look at the existing 



           13    use of the area and look at how that will be affected by 



           14    the proposed project.  And yes, that will be considered in 



           15    the EIS process.



           16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  Because TKC and 



           17    Calista may own the surface and the subsurface lands back 



           18    there, but they don't live here.  They don't use the land 



           19    every day such as we do.  We have not had any meetings 



           20    with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the 



           21    closest one to this project.  They have not brought us to 



           22    the table.  They have not talked of our concerns here in 



           23    Crooked Creek.  We would like to see them here discussing 



           24    these things with us also at -- at a public meeting like 



           25    this, both those organizations.  
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            1              Because we live here.  Okay.  We are the ones 



            2    giving up the most.  Our traditional ways -- we are -- 



            3    it's being squeezed.  If we are not going to be able to 



            4    use this land, we are going to have more and more 



            5    dependence on public assistance.  If we should not be 



            6    working back at the mine or have the qualifications that, 



            7    say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we 



            8    don't meet this or we don't meet that, then we won't be 



            9    able to be working back there.  But yet we can't go 



           10    hunting and fishing on our traditional areas.  So how is 



           11    that going to be brought into the EIS?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's brought into the 



           13    EIS by -- in the first place, you mentioned that you're 



           14    denied.  It will be on the record.  You are welcome to 



           15    provide any other comments and concerns to us if you 



           16    haven't adequately expressed them tonight.  You have a 



           17    government-to-government, you know, venue to pursue.  



           18              As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, I guess 



           19    that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control 



           20    over them.  I guess that's between you and them.  I guess 



           21    I don't know what -- you said you thought they would 



           22    prevent you from taking control over who worked at the 



           23    mine site?  



           24                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  No.  That's not what I 



           25    meant.  What I meant was they control access to 
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            1    traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap 



            2    and fish.  They could potentially keep us from going on 



            3    those because the mine is going to have safety concerns.  



            4    They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get 



            5    hurt.  Okay?  And they are going to have their business.  



            6    They are going to look out for liability.  All right?  So 



            7    they are going to want to have everybody staying away from 



            8    there.  So the people of this community and these closer 



            9    communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if 



           10    we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to replace 



           11    that?  Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and 



           12    pick berries or, you know -- you see what I'm saying?  



           13              Because we have not -- we have not been able to 



           14    bring Calista and TKC to the table for this.  They made 



           15    all of these deals back there without the community of 



           16    Crooked Creek involved.  They mentioned they were going to 



           17    do this.  



           18              Crooked Creek does support the development of 



           19    this mine, but we also can't continue to give up all of 



           20    everything and expect to continue to go on with it.  We 



           21    can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tribal 



           22    members.  People my age are probably not -- I'm not going 



           23    to see any benefit from any development back there.  I'll 



           24    be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.  



           25    These little guys right here, they are going to be the 
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            1    ones that have to live with whatever decisions we make 



            2    now.  And if they don't know how to live off the land like 



            3    we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us.  Okay.  



            4    That's a loss to us.  We cannot continue to agree to give 



            5    up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to 



            6    replace it, even if we have a job back there.  If we can't 



            7    continue to do that -- I hear it all the time.  There is a 



            8    big concern about that.  I hear it.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  I understand your concern, and 



           10    it's a legitimate concern that, you know -- and like I 



           11    said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will 



           12    consider it, the fact that you feel like because the mine 



           13    will be there you will be prevented from accessing that 



           14    area and any other areas that -- 



           15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  We already are.  



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  -- the corporations feel may 



           17    be -- which may provide a safety or security risk.



           18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yeah.  They are afraid 



           19    somebody will get hurt.  Liability.  They are afraid of 



           20    liability.  But you can't -- we already do not go back 



           21    there for our traditional hunting and trapping.  My family 



           22    hunted and trapped back there.  David John's family hunted 



           23    and trapped back there for years and years and years.  



           24    Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would.  And we don't go 



           25    there anymore.  It's not ours anymore.  We can't go there 
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            1    anymore.  Okay.  You can't even go back there and pick 



            2    berries, and that place is covered with blueberries.  But 



            3    we can't go back there as the general public.  And Calista 



            4    owns the subsurface.  TKC owns the surface.  Okay.  



            5              So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want, 



            6    it's too bad.  All right?  But it's genocide to us to 



            7    continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace 



            8    it.  See?  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, we understand your 



           10    concern.  It's in the record.  I guess we -- as I said, we 



           11    can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's 



           12    in the record and it will be considered in the EIS.  And, 



           13    you know, once it's in the draft EIS, you will have an 



           14    opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed 



           15    that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.  



           16    But again, yes, I agree it's a legitimate concern, one 



           17    that we may not have a lot of control over but, you know, 



           18    it will be considered and we will do what we can.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So first of all, Evelyn 



           20    speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture -- 



           21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.  



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- and of the history -- 



           23                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- of this community.  And 



           25    I think we -- we shiver a little bit to hear the power of 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        43







            1    your testimony.  The EIS has a certain job to do.  And 



            2    it's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns 



            3    about the forces of change in the region, but we are going 



            4    to work hard to do the best job in the EIS.  So your 



            5    comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what 



            6    are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the 



            7    project footprint, what are the estimated effects on 



            8    traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough 



            9    about that.  



           10              Now, it's going to start with those subsistence 



           11    and traditional land use studies.  The State subsistence 



           12    division has been visiting in the communities in the last 



           13    three or four years and put together new subsistence use 



           14    maps and so on.  That's just the beginning of 



           15    documentation on this.  We are going to try and go through 



           16    that information, synthesize it and estimate what those 



           17    effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.  



           18    You are going to help us get it right because the draft 



           19    EIS is a document -- it's out for several weeks, for 



           20    months for the communities to review and to provide 



           21    comments on.  



           22              And I do want to say in all sincerity that the 



           23    spirit of this is we are going to learn together.  We are 



           24    going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a lot 



           25    of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their 
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            1    traditional use areas.  I know that.  I sat in this 



            2    village and did maps with people in the 1980s.  It's work, 



            3    and people do it because they want it to matter.  So we 



            4    are going to recognize and respect the effort that's 



            5    already in those studies.  And the testimony, the 



            6    questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do 



            7    our best in that draft EIS.  I can tell you that.  But we 



            8    are going to leave some things out.  We are not going to 



            9    get it all the first time we try.  And so the public 



           10    review of the draft EIS is very, very important.  



           11              And that's where -- so our job is to fully 



           12    disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly 



           13    can about what were the existing conditions and what are 



           14    the likely changes under the project, the potential 



           15    environmental effects.  That's what an EIS does.  And then 



           16    it goes in front of the agencies to make permitting 



           17    decisions.  But I really want to say you are going to help 



           18    us do a good job on that along the way.  We have several 



           19    years to work on this.  It's not going to be an overnight 



           20    or a slipshod piece of work.  It's going to be a detailed, 



           21    careful piece of work.  And we are going to bring it back 



           22    to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.  



           23              Don has emphasized that the government is not 



           24    going to manage private landowners.  And in almost all the 



           25    ways that is true.  Air emissions that would go off of 
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            1    private land -- there are a few things where they are 



            2    regulated, but this EIS is not going to change land 



            3    ownership, private land ownership.  



            4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  That's not what I'm 



            5    talking about here, Taylor.  What we are talking about is 



            6    traditional land use.  Okay.  We are not talking about who 



            7    owns the land or anything else.  Personally I don't care 



            8    who owns the land.  It's our traditional area.  This is 



            9    going to come up throughout this process.  I know it.  And 



           10    I need answers, too, because I don't have any to tell 



           11    anybody when they ask me about it.  It is a very sensitive 



           12    subject.  



           13              And this is the biggest part of this whole thing 



           14    is everybody is concerned about -- look at the Red Devil 



           15    Mine.  When it was going there was a lot of jobs in the 



           16    area.  Everything was going along good.  It closed in 



           17    1971.  What was left?  What was left?  Red Devil is, you 



           18    know, Red Devil.  I mean, it's got a huge runway, and who 



           19    uses it?  What benefit did it bring to this area?  



           20    Nothing, you know.  And they are gone.  



           21              Is that what's going to happen to Crooked Creek, 



           22    too?  You know -- 



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the boom and bust 



           24    cycle.  What could be the boom and bust cycle is another 



           25    kind of question to be addressed in the EIS.  
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            1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  It's going to come up.  



            2    It comes up all the time over here.  I have to bring it to 



            3    you.



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's good input.  That's 



            5    what we are here for.  So thank you for speaking quite 



            6    frankly about it.  There are some other people who also 



            7    have ideas.  



            8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  My name is 



            9    Barbara Crane-Kinzy.  I'm from Sleetmute, like him.  And 



           10    our traditional harvesting is on a timeline basis.  Like 



           11    she said, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up 



           12    and pick them.  When it's time to get beaver -- you know, 



           13    there is a timeline for everything, everything that we 



           14    harvest.  We are here today and we are gone tomorrow, like 



           15    she says.  And I pray to God that my great, great 



           16    grandchildren will be able to go out and do the 



           17    traditional things that we do years and years way down 



           18    past 27 -- what you said, 26?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  27 and a half years.  



           20                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINSEY:  I hope the land 



           21    is rich and bountiful for them as it is -- as it has been 



           22    for us.  And you said there is job opportunities for the 



           23    communities.  What I want to know is, are you guys going 



           24    to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain 



           25    these jobs?  Is there training available?  Is there an 
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            1    outline where each and every one that may have an 



            2    opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is 



            3    there something that they can say, hey, I can do this; you 



            4    know, I want to try this out?  Where is the -- the 



            5    training in this for, you know, our people?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess my understanding is 



            7    that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with 



            8    trying to hire local people that -- again, the impacts to 



            9    the local communities will be, you know, addressed in the 



           10    EIS.  I guess I don't have specifics in that regard at 



           11    this time but, you know, it is something that is 



           12    considered is the effects on the local communities.  



           13                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I've heard 



           14    testimonies of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying 



           15    oh, yeah, they hired this guy from way down states come up 



           16    to flip pancakes for us.  And it's, what, there is a lot 



           17    of us over here that know how to cook, you know.  There is 



           18    lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our 



           19    people need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so 



           20    that we can get off welfare.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess the reason that we had 



           22    it on the slide is it's one of the issues that we are 



           23    aware of and will be addressed.  So the fact that we had 



           24    it on the slide, you know, we are planning to look at that 



           25    in the EIS.
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            1                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  Doi.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



            3    go into the formal comments?  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think on the sign-in 



            5    sheets there was a little column that said would you like 



            6    to testify, yes or no.  And it might seem a little formal.  



            7    We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's 



            8    Evelyn.  And we will hear Evelyn's formal comments here, 



            9    but then if anybody else would like to make additional 



           10    comments, of course we would be happy to hear it.  So 



           11    whether you signed it or not, we are here to listen.  We 



           12    are here to learn.  



           13              Now I think it's time to turn to Evelyn's formal 



           14    comments, and then we will make room for anybody else 



           15    after that.  



           16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'm Evelyn Thomas, the 



           17    Crooked Creek Tribal Council president.  Over the past, I 



           18    don't know, several years we have known that this time was 



           19    coming.  And over this time there has been different 



           20    comments and different questions and different concerns 



           21    brought up to the traditional council, to either myself or 



           22    to other people who have served on the traditional 



           23    council.  There is great concern for the loss of our 



           24    traditional ways of life, okay, how the -- the land and 



           25    the water and the air is going to be protected throughout 
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            1    all of this.  We hear horror stories all the time of 



            2    things going wrong everywhere all over.  



            3              So far we have had a good relationship with 



            4    Donlin Gold Project.  They have always been up front and 



            5    very honest with whatever we have asked of them.  We do 



            6    understand our environment.  It comes from generations of 



            7    our people living in this area, that it's just like you 



            8    just know.  It's passed down.  You know, like we know what 



            9    season we need to get fish.  We know what season we need 



           10    to get the berries.  We know what season to get the 



           11    lauhyuks [ph] and the angukaqs.  We know these things and 



           12    we know this area that we live in.  There is concern about 



           13    the loss of that way of life.  



           14              We also know that with jobs comes problems.  And 



           15    as the people who live here and have lived here for 



           16    generations, we are part of the environment of this area.  



           17    We know that this project, it will bring much needed money 



           18    and jobs into this area.  However, there is going to also 



           19    bring the bad stuff.  The drugs and the alcohol will be 



           20    here.  



           21              Look at now.  The Crooked Creek Traditional 



           22    Council makes payroll twice a month.  As soon as we are 



           23    going to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the 



           24    alcohol into the community to be sold.  So there will be 



           25    more of that.  
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            1              There has been positives for this community.  



            2    There has also been negatives for this community.  And we 



            3    know that we are going to have to find a balance between 



            4    those two things.  But they -- the concerns that were 



            5    brought up tonight are very real.  There is worry about 



            6    the water.  There is worry about the air.  We hear it all 



            7    the time.  Those questions need to be answered to our 



            8    people as well as you can answer them to everyone here.  



            9    This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare -- 



           10    welfare economy.  And we welcome it.  



           11              We don't want to go into it and to do things 



           12    here like anything goes.  You see what we are saying?  We 



           13    are saying we don't want to do it -- okay.  You want to do 



           14    that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give 



           15    three people in this village a job.  We want to be sure 



           16    that it is done in a safe and responsible manner.  



           17              We want -- the people of our community and the 



           18    surrounding community, especially upriver, they have 



           19    people working at the mine, too.  Sleetmute will be an 



           20    invaluable addition to our meetings because they live ten 



           21    miles from Red Devil.  What was their impacts from that 



           22    mine when it was going on?  I know some of them were 



           23    pretty bad.  People from Crooked Creek worked up there, 



           24    and I know some of the impacts on Crooked Creek were 



           25    pretty bad.  
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            1              I have a paper prepared for whoever wants to 



            2    take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had; 



            3    you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's 



            4    going to happen if the -- because we drink water from the 



            5    creek and we use water from the creek for washing and 



            6    cleaning and things like that.  What's going to happen if 



            7    they use so much water that we don't have enough for 



            8    Crooked Creek to use?  Okay.  And supposedly the water is 



            9    owned by the State of Alaska, I guess.  I don't think 



           10    there is any private ownership.  How can we make sure we 



           11    have enough water for our community?  You know, things 



           12    like this, these are going to come up.  



           13              They are all in this paper here.  And I will 



           14    give you a copy to take with you.  I've given one to April 



           15    already so she will be prepared for it.  But that's all I 



           16    have to say.  



           17              I thank you.  Especially I want to thank the 



           18    Army Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two 



           19    years ago when we flooded.  They were -- when we called up 



           20    to ask them for permission to build over there by the 



           21    airport because we couldn't get permission from TKC to 



           22    build and if we could use gravel from the river, we had an 



           23    answer from the Army Corps in two hours.  So they helped 



           24    us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt 



           25    for our people who had lost everything.  So we thank you 
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            1    for that.  Thank you.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody that didn't sign up 



            3    wish to make comments?  If not, I thank you again for 



            4    coming.  Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com.  My 



            5    contact information is available on the website.  Or if 



            6    you would like, you can stop by and I'll give it to you.  



            7    If you have any concerns, you can contact -- 



            8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  On your website 



            9    can we see other people's comments?  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Eventually they will be 



           11    posted, yes.  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  After all of the meetings 



           13    the transcripts will be summarized in a report, and that 



           14    report will be on the website to kind of gather together 



           15    the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of 



           16    the communities together.  So that's going to be a little 



           17    while.  We finish the meetings in the end of March, and 



           18    it's about May before that report will be posted.



           19                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I want it to be 



           20    like Facebook where I can add another comment.  



           21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know if people saw 



           22    the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.  



           23    Another newsletter will come out to summarize the scoping 



           24    meetings.  So some of the biggest issues will be 



           25    summarized in there.  And then the scoping report will be 
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            1    quite lengthy.  There will be a lot of detail in that 



            2    report.



            3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'd like to -- one 



            4    more thank you.  Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when 



            5    the State of Alaska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up 



            6    here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly.  They 



            7    refused to come for eight hours for up to two days.  



            8    Donlin Gold did come in here.  They showed -- they showed 



            9    me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that 



           10    they were willing to put themselves out to make sure that 



           11    we didn't have any loss of life.  So there was that -- 



           12    there is that positive.  They have worked hard to build 



           13    this trust between the village and them, and we very much 



           14    appreciated that because I believe that we would have lost 



           15    Elders and infants during that time if we hadn't been able 



           16    to get them out of here and into Donlin Gold where they 



           17    took us.  And they weren't ready for babies and old people 



           18    and whatever.  And we thank them for that also.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  If there is no more comments, 



           20    again, thanks for coming.  



           21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we will hang around 



           22    after.  Please feel free to visit with any of the agency 



           23    representatives with any other questions or comments.  We 



           24    would welcome it.  Thanks so much for coming tonight.  



           25    It's a huge group of folks.  We are really pleased to see 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        54







            1    the turn out.  So thank you.  



            2               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2               (Invocation offered by Julie Zaukar.)

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  We will get started.  I'd like

  4    to welcome you to the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold

  5    Project environmental impact statement, also known as an

  6    EIS.  My name is Don Kuhle.  I'm from the U.S. Army Corps

  7    of Engineers.  I'm the project manager for the EIS.  There

  8    are a number of cooperating agencies here who will

  9    participate in the EIS.  And we also have a third-party

 10    contractor here.  I'll take a minute to let them introduce

 11    themselves.  Let's do the agencies first.

 12                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  My name is

 13    Doug Ballou.  I'm with the Bureau of Land Management, the

 14    Anchorage field office.  We are a cooperator on this

 15    environmental impact study, and I'm really glad that you

 16    are here tonight.  We are very interested in hearing your

 17    input and feedback on the various issues that this study

 18    will be addressing.  So again, thank you for coming out.

 19    And I'll be available after the meeting if you have any

 20    specific questions related to BLM's role in this process.

 21    Thank you.

 22                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is

 23    Mark Jen.  I'm with the EPA, and we're a cooperating

 24    agency to assist the Corps of Engineers on the development

 25    of the environmental impact statement and to address

00004

  1    impacts associated with the Donlin Gold mining project.

  2    And so you have got all the federal and State agencies

  3    here, so we are here to listen to your questions and your

  4    comments.  So thank you very much.

  5                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the State

  6    of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and we are also

  7    a cooperating agency.  And if you have any specific

  8    questions related to the State, I might not have all the

  9    answers, as I represent kind of a lot of different

 10    departments, but I'll either get back to you or have an

 11    answer.  So please come and see me after the presentation

 12    if you have any specific questions for the State.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And I'm Taylor Brelsford.

 14    It's really special to be back working for a project in

 15    the Kuskokwim River.  It's been many, many years since my

 16    family was young living in Sleetmute and again in Aniak.

 17              I work as a contractor for the Army Corps of

 18    Engineers, and our responsibility -- I work with a company

 19    called URS Corporation.  And our responsibility is to help

 20    prepare the technical work, the technical staff work to

 21    support the Army Corps of Engineers on this EIS.

 22                    MR. MOXIE ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie

 23    Alexie.  I'm from Sleetmute.  I'm with URS as part of the

 24    Donlin Gold Project with the EIS team with URS.  And it's

 25    good to be back in my home area.
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  1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Welcome home.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  We'll move now into the

  3    program.  Feel free to ask any questions as we go along.

  4    If you do ask a question, though, we ask that you identify

  5    yourself, give us your name for the record.

  6              Okay.  We will move into the agenda.  This is

  7    the agenda for this evening, just to provide with you an

  8    idea of the topics that we are going to cover.  We have

  9    done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk about

 10    the purpose of tonight's meeting.  And then we will

 11    provide the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to

 12    provide a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has

 13    proposed it.  And we will summarize a few of the issues as

 14    a way of inviting your comments.  We encourage you to get

 15    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.

 16              We're here because Donlin Gold has proposed an

 17    open pit gold mine ten miles up Crooked Creek, which I

 18    guess you know is located on the Kuskokwim River.  And in

 19    order to comply with the National Environmental Policy

 20    Act, also known as NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

 21    will be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the

 22    potential impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor

 23    an opponent of the project.  The EIS will be used in

 24    making permit decisions by the Corps and by other

 25    agencies.  And the scoping meetings are the first step in
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  1    the EIS process.

  2              This map gives an orientation to the project

  3    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

  4    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.

  5    As you can see, it's a remote area with little development

  6    to date.  There are no existing roads to the region.  The

  7    map shows that the existing transportation and energy

  8    infrastructure in Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral

  9    Alaska.

 10              The proposed mine would require all new

 11    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline, and all of

 12    these would be subject to permitting before they could

 13    proceed.

 14              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

 15    supply links to the proposed project.  The transportation

 16    logistics for the mine include cargo and fuel from the

 17    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in

 18    Dutch Harbor from ocean going ships to barges and then

 19    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go

 20    to Bethel and transfer to river barges, as well.  And the

 21    fuel and supplies would be off-loaded at a new barge

 22    landing that would be constructed at Jungjuk.  There would

 23    also be a new pipeline from Cook Inlet which would bring

 24    in natural gas for the mill.

 25              We are now going to take a look at the EIS
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  1    process, and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in

  2    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act

  3    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

  4    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this

  5    case, Donlin Gold has submitted applications for permits

  6    under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of

  7    the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits

  8    would be a major federal action and require an EIS to

  9    evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed

 10    project.  The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

 11    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies

 12    to make their permit decisions.

 13              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is

 14    also required to complete a public interest review and an

 15    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act,

 16    which requires that we select the least environmentally

 17    damaging practicable alternative.  We will incorporate the

 18    information necessary for these determinations into the

 19    EIS.

 20              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and

 21    the regional organization will all work together on the

 22    EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected based upon their

 23    permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  As an

 24    example, the project would occur on BLM and State of

 25    Alaska lands, so they will evaluate whether to issue
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  1    right-of-way permits for use of these lands.  Tribal

  2    governments and regional cooperators participate to

  3    contribute specialized knowledge about the local area,

  4    resources and land use.

  5              The Donlin Gold Project will require many

  6    federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides

  7    six examples, and I'll mention two of them and ask you to

  8    read the rest for yourselves.  Since the project would

  9    place fill in wetlands and other waters of the United

 10    States, the Corps will need to make section 404 permit

 11    decisions as to whether to authorize the fill or not.

 12              Also, since a portion of the pipeline project

 13    would cross BLM lands, BLM will need to evaluate a

 14    right-of-way application.  You can find a more

 15    comprehensive list of the required permits on the Donlin

 16    Gold application, which can be found on the project

 17    website.

 18              There are also many permits required from the

 19    State of Alaska.  Three departments of the State

 20    government are noted here.  For example, over 60 percent

 21    of the pipeline would be installed on State lands, so the

 22    Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a

 23    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental

 24    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and

 25    air quality permits, and the Department of Fish & Game has
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  1    permitting responsibility to protect fish habitat.

  2              So this overview of permits has shown why the

  3    various agencies are involved in the EIS.  So we will now

  4    turn to the milestones of an EIS.  Some of you may be

  5    familiar with the steps in preparing an EIS.  The diagram

  6    on the right shows six major steps that we will be taking

  7    from now till November 2015.

  8              On December 14th of last year, a Notice of

  9    Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal

 10    Register, and that was the kickoff for the EIS.  And we --

 11    at that point we began scoping on December 14th, and that

 12    will continue through March 29th of this year.  And during

 13    that period we will be having scoping meetings, one of

 14    which is why we are here tonight.  And we will also be

 15    taking comments on the project.  You can find more

 16    information on the website and submit comments through the

 17    website, as well.

 18              The information that we gather during the

 19    scoping process will be used to prepare the draft EIS,

 20    which is expected to be completed about August of 2014.

 21    That's an estimated time, the best we can estimate at this

 22    point.  That could change, but that's what we are

 23    projecting right now.  The draft will then be put out for

 24    public review.  And again, we will have a round of

 25    meetings similar to what we are having now.  And we will
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  1    also solicit comments on the project again.

  2              Using the information gathered on the draft, we

  3    will prepare the final EIS, which we expect to be

  4    completed in October 2015.  Then the final EIS will be

  5    used by the agencies involved to make their permit

  6    decisions, and each agency will prepare their own Record

  7    of Decision.  And those are expected to be done about

  8    November of 2015.

  9              The most important thing to note from this slide

 10    are the two gold-colored circles.  Those are the scoping

 11    period and the comment period on the draft.  And those are

 12    the best opportunities to provide input into the project.

 13    And for the scoping process which we are in right now, any

 14    comments that we receive by March 29th will be addressed

 15    in the draft EIS.  So it's important that you get your

 16    comments to us by then.

 17              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 18    information and to listen to residents in the affected

 19    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The

 20    first is to share information about the proposed project.

 21    And we will be doing this shortly within our presentation

 22    tonight.  And as I mentioned, you can also get information

 23    on the website, and newsletters will be mailed out, as

 24    well.

 25              The next -- second purpose is to provide
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  1    information about EIS milestones.  And that's what we

  2    showed on the previous slide, kind of giving an overview

  3    for the time frame for the EIS.  And the next two are to

  4    identify issues and concerns to examine in the EIS and to

  5    identify useful information from communities.  And we are

  6    counting on you to help us with these last two.  We would

  7    like to know what you would like to see addressed in the

  8    EIS and if you have information that we can use to make

  9    informed decisions.

 10              This is a schedule for our scoping meetings.

 11    And the first week we are -- we started with the villages

 12    nearest the project.  The second week will be focused on

 13    the lower Kuskokwim River.  And the third week we will be

 14    traveling to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.

 15    And the final round will be in the middle Yukon and upper

 16    Kuskokwim.

 17              In this map the color scheme represents the many

 18    subregions of the project area.  And it helps to show how

 19    the scoping plan was developed.  For example, the orange

 20    dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest to

 21    the project area.  And in this subregion we are holding

 22    meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the

 23    mine site and also in Aniak, which is the subregional hub.

 24    For the other subregions, meetings will similarly be held

 25    in the subregional hubs.
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  1              Okay.  We will stop here to see if there is any

  2    questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Any questions

  3    before we move on?

  4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Are you going to be

  5    having meetings all the way down toward Nunivak Island?

  6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Not actually on Nunivak

  7    Island, but on the Bering Sea coast between the mouth of

  8    the Kuskokwim and the mouth of the Yukon River.

  9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Is that because of the

 10    barge traffic or the river, or just because you want to

 11    have meetings out there?

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I'm setting a bad

 13    example.  This is Taylor speaking.  It's Evelyn Thomas who

 14    asked the question.  Go ahead.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  We are looking at any --

 16    we have looked at all -- we identified the region and the

 17    communities that could -- any that could potentially be

 18    affected by the proposed project.  And yes, that could

 19    include any affected by navigation.  It could also be any

 20    of them affected by socioeconomic effects.  So any of that

 21    could in any way be affected by the project.

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the project area is

 23    going to go from Cook Inlet where the pipeline originates

 24    all the way to the Kuskokwim Valley and down; and then the

 25    entire YK Delta, the Calista shareholder villages, are all
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  1    connected to the potential economics of this project.  So

  2    that's how the 66 villages within the project area became

  3    part of the definition of the project area.

  4              The direct environmental effects, like effects

  5    on water or noise disturbance, barging, those might be

  6    more concentrated on the Kuskokwim River Valley, the

  7    Kuskokwim River region, but the other communities have had

  8    a history of employment in the project and may have some

  9    participation in the socioeconomic aspects of the project

 10    as it goes forward.

 11                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I didn't see Stony

 12    River and Sleetmute or Red Devil or Georgetown on that

 13    list, and they, too, will be affected by this.

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  As we have tried to explain,

 15    we have got 66 villages involved, and we went -- are using

 16    a regional hub approach to get to as many of the

 17    communities as we have.  There is information also

 18    available on the website.  There is newsletters going out

 19    to all those communities so they will have an opportunity

 20    to provide information and to get information about the

 21    project and to provide their comments to us in those

 22    matters.

 23                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You know that topic --

 24    Are you going to go up to Lime Village, also, way up and

 25    down all these villages?  There are people from up there
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  1    that will be affected, also.

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to ask one

  3    more time for folks to please say your names so it can be

  4    on the court recorder on the transcript.  I do want to say

  5    it's a little bit of a nuisance, but the reason it's

  6    important is that we have to go back through and code all

  7    of the comments to be sure that we are addressing the

  8    comments that are made during the meeting.  So please help

  9    us out to be sure that we get a good, complete

 10    documentation of the meeting.  And I know it's a little

 11    annoying, but please do say your name when you have a

 12    question.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know.  Maybe we could

 14    go back to the previous slide.  It would show -- or the

 15    previous couple slides shows the communities that we will

 16    be going to.  Those are the communities that we will be

 17    going to, and again, you know, those -- it is kind of

 18    their hub communities for the various subregional -- or

 19    the subregions.  And we are going to those areas to

 20    provide as much information as we can.  And there is --

 21    the others we are sending out newsletters to every

 22    resident -- every household, anyhow, and providing

 23    information on the website.  And I also provide my direct

 24    phone line and e-mail.

 25              So we are -- that's the approach we are taking
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  1    to gather as much information as we can.  We believe that

  2    it will provide everybody an opportunity to provide input

  3    or to hear about the project and provide input.

  4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It is going to have a big

  5    impact on people that are closer to the project than the

  6    ones around the outskirts of it.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, we feel like

  8    there is potential impacts.  We identified all -- the

  9    total number of communities.  We looked at -- our tribal

 10    liaison, you know, contacted 66 communities.  Those were

 11    the ones that we feel could potentially be affected by the

 12    project, and we felt we needed to provide information to

 13    all of them.  And the approach we are taking, again, is to

 14    focus on the subregions.  And you know, we are not going

 15    to every community, but we feel the approach we are taking

 16    is providing an opportunity to every community to be part

 17    of the process.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, let me build on

 19    this a little bit.  I think the comments go to the

 20    question of fair play and that the communities that might

 21    be affected really and truly have an opportunity to be

 22    heard.  And so the pipeline corridor may pass through the

 23    subsistence use areas for the Stony River and Lime

 24    Village, and they should really and truly have a direct

 25    invitation, direct opportunity to participate.  I think
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  1    that's a really important scoping comment for us to have

  2    written down.  And I think some of the things that we can

  3    do -- Don is really emphasizing that we are trying to

  4    spread out the opportunity across the big region.  So

  5    that's one good idea.

  6              But the other one is to really have some direct

  7    contact with some of the communities that may not get to

  8    the meetings.  So we can make some follow-up phone calls

  9    to the tribe, corporation, city leaders as appropriate to

 10    kind of answer questions or emphasize the value of having

 11    your voice heard early in the EIS process and mention

 12    again the website or the newsletters.  I think what I hear

 13    from this is we ought to do a little better on individual

 14    outreach to some of those villages.  So I think that's a

 15    really good comment.

 16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You got plan A right now.

 17    Do you have plan B if plan A don't work?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  For outreach to the

 19    communities?  As I said, our tribal liaison has contacted

 20    or attempted to contact all 66 of those communities.

 21    She's made follow-up phone calls and e-mails at least

 22    twice so far to those.  And I expect she will continue to

 23    do that if we don't hear anything from, like you

 24    mentioned, Lime Village.  Yes, we can ask her to try to

 25    get in touch with them and see if there is some reason
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  1    that they haven't responded if they are -- to specifically

  2    ask them, you know, if there is some reason -- if they

  3    have no interest in participating or if they simply

  4    haven't heard.  But as I said, she made several efforts so

  5    far to contact every community.

  6                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  It would be good to make

  7    an effort instead of ignoring them.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  And I don't -- thank

  9    you.  I don't believe we have ignored them.  And we will

 10    continue to make an effort.

 11                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  I appreciate the

 12    opportunity to have an input tonight.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we have some homework

 14    based on this comment.  We will make some follow-up calls.

 15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Evelyn Thomas, tribal

 16    council president of Crooked Creek.  There is a big

 17    concern.  I've mentioned it before.  Is this TKC and

 18    Calista going to allow exclusive use of this route where

 19    the pipeline is going to be and where the roads are going

 20    to be?  We want to know if that's going to be closed off

 21    from us.  That's a question that we have that's really --

 22    that's for all of the river villages, more so than

 23    Napaimute or anywhere else.  If it's going to be closed

 24    off from us, I personally will have a problem.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  We will talk about that a
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  1    little bit later in the program, and if you still have

  2    questions at that point, please ask them again.

  3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I will.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Ready to move on, then?

  5    That was a good discussion to warm up.  Now we're ready to

  6    go into the pipeline components.  Not just the pipeline.

  7    The project components.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  As Taylor just said, we will

  9    move into a summary of the mining project as proposed by

 10    Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership of two

 11    large international mining companies, Barrick Gold and

 12    NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands

 13    owned by two Alaska Native corporations.  Calista

 14    Corporation is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim

 15    Corporation is the surface owner.

 16              As you can see, it's a very large project,

 17    expecting to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per

 18    year for an expected life span of 27 and a half years.  It

 19    will process 59,000 tons of ore each day.

 20              We noted that the Donlin Gold Project would be

 21    located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

 22    Cook Inlet into the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home

 23    to some 66 communities that might be affected by the

 24    project.  For many communities the project might affect

 25    lands and resources that are used for subsistence and
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  1    other livelihood activities.  This project will face an

  2    extensive set of legal requirements, many permits and many

  3    agencies involved.

  4              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows

  5    the time line from exploration to closure.  Donlin has

  6    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies

  7    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.

  8    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the

  9    first step of which is the scoping meetings, and that's

 10    why we are here tonight.  At the conclusion of the EIS

 11    process, the agencies will decide to issue or to deny

 12    their permits.  If permits are issued, Donlin Gold can

 13    proceed with three to four years of construction and an

 14    estimated 27 and a half years of operations.

 15              At the conclusion of the active life of the

 16    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and

 17    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill

 18    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste

 19    treatment or also known as the tailings storage facility,

 20    and also the waste rock storage facilities.  The land

 21    would be recontoured and native vegetation would be

 22    planted.

 23              I'll turn to the major components of the

 24    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.

 25    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
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  1    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe,

  2    meaning it would not generate heat, and it won't damage

  3    permafrost.

  4              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the

  5    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using

  6    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the

  7    center photo at the top of the slide.  For example, this

  8    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

  9    the three forks of the George River.  The image of the

 10    block valve on the right side of the slide in the

 11    right-hand photo there shows that the pipeline

 12    right-of-way would not be fenced off, and so it wouldn't

 13    block access to subsistence use areas.  The right-of-way

 14    would be brushed every ten years to provide continued

 15    access for monitoring and maintenance, and that would be

 16    done by Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not

 17    create a road along the right-of-way, and the design would

 18    allow access, but after construction no improved access

 19    for vehicles and no bridges over water crossings.

 20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let's pause and see --

 21    Evelyn was here.  This was her question.  So again, I

 22    think what we want to emphasize, this picture is kind of

 23    hard to see in the room, but the right-of-way continues up

 24    this ridge, and it's brushed down low.  The trees grow up

 25    alongside.  But it's not fenced off.  So the important
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  1    thing is for the traditional land uses and subsistence in

  2    the upper Kuskokwim River or along the Alaska Range as it

  3    comes over to the Kuskokwim, it's not a barrier to

  4    subsistence uses to access for subsistence purposes.

  5    These block valves would be located about every 20 miles.

  6    Not common -- not frequently, and they are not fenced off.

  7    They don't have a fence along the right-of-way.

  8              So this was a really important question.  And I

  9    want to help -- be sure that we are as clear about that as

 10    we could.  So maybe that's enough of emphasizing on that

 11    one.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Will check with Evelyn when

 13    she gets back.

 14              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

 15    at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west

 16    along the foothills of the Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim

 17    River Valley, and continue west to the mine site near

 18    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent

 19    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native

 20    corporation land.

 21              Note the blue segment in the middle where an

 22    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge

 23    and the Alaska Range.  This alternate route would separate

 24    at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at

 25    milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps
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  1    that this alternative is under consideration and will be

  2    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming

  3    summer.

  4              This slide shows the project components at the

  5    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of these.

  6    Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover

  7    1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide,

  8    1,850 feet deep near the end of the mine life.  Number two

  9    is the tailings impoundment, which technically is referred

 10    to as a waste treatment facility, and it would cover about

 11    2,350 acres, or three and a half square miles.  Tailings

 12    refer to the powder-like material that is left after the

 13    gold has been removed from the mill.

 14              Number three is the waste rock facility, which

 15    would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that's

 16    removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major

 17    facilities support the mill, which would process 59,000

 18    tons of ore per day.

 19              This is an overview of the transportation

 20    infrastructure.  The mine will require new or expanded

 21    port facilities in Bethel for transferring the fuel and

 22    cargo to the river barges, and then on the river barges

 23    they move up to a new barge landing near Jungjuk, and from

 24    there the cargo and fuel would be transferred along a new

 25    30-mile road that would be constructed to the mine site.
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  1    Also at the mine site would be a new 5,000-foot airstrip,

  2    and there would also be a 40-million-gallon diesel storage

  3    facility at the mine site.

  4              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

  5    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

  6    1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total of 26

  7    acres.  The Donlin Gold Project would increase barge

  8    traffic on the Kuskokwim River to transport supplies and

  9    diesel fuel.  The fuel would be needed to power the large

 10    mine equipment and trucks at the mine site.  The fuel

 11    barges would be double-hulled.

 12              The navigation season would be about 110 days

 13    per year.  There would be about three barge tows passing

 14    per day, meaning there would be maybe two up and one down

 15    the river or one up and two down, which could be seen at

 16    about any point on the river each day.  There will be four

 17    barges per tow, 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 fuel

 18    barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 tons

 19    each.  Fuel barges will carry 173,000 gallons each.  The

 20    shipping season and the barge tow frequency and the number

 21    of barges loads would be roughly the same both during the

 22    construction period and during operation of the mine.

 23              Additional infrastructure includes a

 24    construction camp of 2,500 beds, which would support a

 25    construction workforce up of up to 3,000 jobs.  This
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  1    includes some smaller remote camps for pipeline

  2    construction.  The permanent camp would have 600 beds and

  3    would support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees working

  4    shifts, meaning that only about half of the total

  5    workforce would be on site at any given time.

  6              We will stop now and see if there are any

  7    questions on the project and its components.  Any

  8    questions at this time before we move on?

  9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  The four barges a day,

 10    that would be throughout the life of the mine?  It would

 11    be every day for 30 years, about?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  There would be four barges per

 13    tow, and each tow -- there would be three tows per day on

 14    average during the 110-day season.

 15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  And that would go on

 16    for the life of the mine?

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.

 18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Every year?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Every year and an estimated

 20    110 days per year navigation season with the most -- most

 21    days you would see three barges per day.

 22                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  And that's for

 23    30 years, every summer for 30 years?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Three to four years of

 25    construction and 27 and a half years of the mine life and
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  1    probably some period during the restoration period.

  2                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.

  3                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  My name is Janine

  4    Stewman.  What model are they using to go underneath the

  5    river?  What's their protection?  What is the model they

  6    are using to do the piping underneath the river?  How are

  7    they going to guarantee there won't be a leak?  How are

  8    they going to assure us of that?  How would we get that

  9    information?

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  The guarantee -- the

 11    pipeline -- one of the cooperating agencies is PHMSA, or

 12    the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety

 13    Administration, and they will review the pipeline to

 14    ensure the safety of it.  As far as a model for going

 15    underneath, I'm not sure exactly how that was modeled

 16    or -- as I understand it, it will be well beneath the bed,

 17    I believe even through the bedrock, and there will be

 18    block valves every two feet -- I'm sorry -- every 20 miles

 19    along the pipeline, so if there is a leak detected, it

 20    would stop the flow of gas.  But the main responsibility

 21    for that would be PHMSA.

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So it might be helpful to

 23    say all of this starts with geotechnical studies.  So they

 24    actually study the rock and the stability and what

 25    engineering features, and they use that in order to design
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  1    the pipeline, to design each of these horizontal drilling

  2    exercises.  Then the pipe thickness is a safety factor

  3    that comes out of the federal regulations.  And then all

  4    of that is sort of good design and prevention of any risk

  5    of spill.

  6              And then much further down the road there are

  7    spill response plans and obligations in the permits so

  8    that if there were ever an uncontrolled release, a spill

  9    of some sort, the safety measures would be in place.  The

 10    block valves would be one, but then the spill response,

 11    the equipment on site, the personnel who are trained to

 12    respond to a spill.  There is kind of a train of things to

 13    prevent first, and then have -- have well-established

 14    procedures to respond if there ever were a release.

 15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  How would they do the

 16    inspection on that?  Because you said they are going to do

 17    inspections.  So that would be one question I would like

 18    to know is how would they inspect that to make sure there

 19    is no leak.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Inspect the part that's

 21    under --

 22                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.  Because that

 23    would be hard to inspect, I think.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I'm not very familiar

 25    with that, but I expect it would be done remotely, that

00027

  1    they would, you know, tell by pressure sensors or --

  2                   MR. JOHN THOMAS:  They send a pig down it.

  3    They call it a pig.  That's how they check inside a pipe.

  4                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  The other question to

  5    that is, is the Coast Guard going to have to be involved

  6    in that?  Because they monitor me.  I'm a fuel vendor.

  7    They monitor me because I'm on the river.  So I'm assuming

  8    they are going to want to be a part of that.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  If you are on the river -- I

 10    talked to the Coast Guard before -- they were invited to

 11    be a cooperating agency, and one of the questions they had

 12    if there were any structures crossing the river, and there

 13    are not.  It's beneath the river.  And I don't believe

 14    that they will have --

 15                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  They don't have any

 16    questions?

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  I believe as long as it's

 18    well beneath the bed of the river.  But they will

 19    certainly be involved later in the process.  I mean, we

 20    will contact them to, you know, see what they have for

 21    comments and --

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there are probably a

 23    couple of parts going on.  First, this was John Thomas

 24    that provided information about the pig.

 25                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Which sounds right.
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  1    I know we send pigs from the barge to the -- when we do a

  2    field dispensing from the barge to the tank farm, but I

  3    wasn't sure how they were going to do it under the river.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think, as Don is

  5    saying, the safety certifications of that pipeline are

  6    really this federal agency that concentrates on pipeline

  7    safety.  Fuel handling, fuel transfers at each of those

  8    steps is subject to the kind of regulation and the dikes

  9    and the protective measures that you are quite familiar

 10    with.  I don't think those involve the Coast Guard in this

 11    case.  And most of what we think the Coast Guard would

 12    focus on here would be more navigation, particularly at

 13    the mouth where a lot of traffic might be involved in

 14    bringing the bigger boats into Bethel.

 15              So there is a lot of little pieces to this

 16    project, and it's good to ask the questions and kind of

 17    clarify who might be doing which parts of it.

 18                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  On that model, before

 19    I give it over, do they show how many times it crosses the

 20    river from -- you know --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  From Cook Inlet to the mine

 22    site?

 23                    MS. JANINE STEWMAN:  Right.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Moxie, could you go to the

 25    map?  So there are eight major river crossings with the
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  1    horizontally -- horizontal directional drilling, HDD.

  2    Come forward to the pipeline components.  So the eight

  3    major river systems have these gold stars, and then there

  4    are dozens -- there are somewhere in the neighborhood of

  5    hundreds of other stream crossings, smaller water bodies

  6    that are crossed.  And there are several techniques that

  7    are used in those, depending on whether they have

  8    anadromous salmon runs or not.  And some of them involve

  9    trenching and dropping the pipe in, covering it over at a

 10    time where it would not affect the fish resources.

 11              There is a very detailed listing of this in the

 12    plan of development for the pipeline that is available on

 13    the website.  So it's possible to kind of follow a lot of

 14    details here, a lot of details on this, but it's in the

 15    more thorough documentation behind it.

 16                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was going to ask about

 17    the pollution from the generators they are going to have

 18    back there.  There will be a lot of pollution coming out

 19    that will come down here probably.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  From generators at the mine

 21    site?

 22                    MR. TIM ZAUKAR:  I was asking about the

 23    pollution from the generators.  And like, you know --

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't have specific details

 25    on that, other than I can assure you that it will
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  1    certainly be addressed.  And it's a real concern and it

  2    will be addressed in the EIS at length.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So there is a little bit

  4    more to the question.  Air quality, protecting air quality

  5    and understanding what emissions might come from the power

  6    generator or any of the trucks, all of it.  Air emissions

  7    is going to be a very big focus in this EIS.  But then you

  8    were also asking what happens; does it travel; would the

  9    air currents carry contaminated air or contaminants in the

 10    air from the mine site down to the communities; would it

 11    affect the communities nearby.

 12              And again, these are good, good scoping

 13    questions to set the target for the EIS analysis so that

 14    these are both aspects that would definitely be analyzed

 15    quite thoroughly in the EIS.  And this is a good way to

 16    put it on the record so that we are sure to address those.

 17              I forgot one other thing.  Part of the thing

 18    about having natural gas to power the electrical

 19    generation is that it is generally a cleaner burning form

 20    of power generation than diesel would be.  So some of the

 21    original design is already looking at how to minimize air

 22    emissions or difficulties with air quality.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  As we said, the purpose of

 24    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One

 25    major area of concern is water resources.  The project is
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  1    designed to result in no discharge of mine contacted

  2    water, but there could still be concerns.  Some examples

  3    are noted on this slide.

  4              Streams and other surface waters would be

  5    diverted away from and around the mining activities in

  6    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.

  7    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining

  8    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.

  9    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower

 10    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby

 11    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,

 12    could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock

 13    tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed

 14    to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.

 15              Air quality is also important.  This slide shows

 16    some examples of issues related to air.  There would be

 17    several sources of emissions, including a large number of

 18    large mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant and dust

 19    created by removing and processing the overburden, waste

 20    rock and ore.

 21              Climate change is a growing concern and will

 22    need to be considered, as large amounts of hydrocarbons

 23    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several

 24    areas.  One of these is naturally occurring mercury or

 25    fugitive mercury could be released by exposing it during
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  1    mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur during the

  2    milling process, and any mercury co-product would require

  3    careful storage and transport.

  4              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous

  5    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good

  6    response plans will be crucial in preventing spills.

  7              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands

  8    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

  9    subsistence and traditional land uses.

 10              The proposed project would affect a total of

 11    16,300 acres.  Of this, 10,000 acres would be located at

 12    the mine site and related infrastructure.  And there would

 13    be about 6,000 acres affected along the proposed pipeline,

 14    and these about 6,900 acres of wetlands.  These areas

 15    would be affected by -- the wetlands would be affected by

 16    excavation filling and vegetation removal or other

 17    disturbances.  And we already -- fish habitat -- fish and

 18    wildlife habitat loss would occur or be reduced from the

 19    16,300 acres affected.  And in addition to habitat loss,

 20    there would be disturbance of individual animals.

 21              We have already talked quite a bit about barge

 22    traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land uses would

 23    also be affected by the loss of land to development.

 24              Here are some more examples of issues and

 25    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
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  1    cultural resources and recreation.  Community life would

  2    be affected by a large new workforce of 3,000 workers

  3    during the construction period and 1,400 for the permanent

  4    operation of the mine.  There will be new employment and

  5    income, but there would also be many effects on community

  6    life and human health.  Cultural resources, both

  7    archeological and historical, that exist in the area might

  8    also be disturbed or destroyed by construction and

  9    operations.

 10              Recreation and visual resources might also be

 11    affected, including the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail

 12    might also be affected by new structures and mining

 13    operations.

 14              For all of the issues that are identified, we

 15    will look first to avoid the impacts if we can.

 16    Otherwise, we will minimize them as much as possible and,

 17    if necessary, we will look at ways to mitigate for them.

 18              To conclude, we know that the proposed project

 19    and land resources are important to you.  And we would

 20    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get

 21    involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the most

 22    important thing by being here tonight.  And we also ask

 23    that you visit our website at donlingoldeis.com or contact

 24    me directly at 753-2780 is my direct phone line, or you

 25    can contact me through my e-mail, which is provided on the
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  1    slide.

  2              If you have any tribal matters, you can contact

  3    our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer, and her phone number

  4    and e-mail are also provided.  These are also available on

  5    the donlingoldeis.com website.

  6              Amanda and I have had two tribal teleconferences

  7    so far to discuss cooperating agency status and

  8    government-to-government consultation.  Those were held on

  9    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have

 10    others.  And we will try to contact the tribes that we

 11    haven't heard back from.  We have heard back from most of

 12    them and there have been a number that haven't responded,

 13    but we will make another effort.  And in addition to

 14    participating in the EIS, tribal governments also have the

 15    opportunity to enter into government-to-government

 16    consultation.  It's a separate process from the EIS, but

 17    we encourage any tribes that have concerns to contact us.

 18    And they will best contact Amanda, but also myself if you

 19    have any concerns related to tribal issues.

 20              That concludes the presentation.  So I'll

 21    answer if there is any remaining questions; otherwise, we

 22    will move into the period we set aside for taking

 23    testimony, if anybody would like to make comments for the

 24    record.

 25                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.
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  1    I'm concerned about our air and the air we breathe and the

  2    water we drink and the fish we get out of our water and

  3    the game we have because I know they are monitoring our

  4    fish and game right now and water, doing all that to get

  5    information, but it's going to be an ongoing deal while

  6    the mine is in operation and also after.

  7              My concern is if there are any changes during

  8    that time, during that 27 years they are going to have

  9    that operation going on, if there is any changes in any

 10    fluctuations in our fish and animals, will they do

 11    something about it?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  You mean --

 13                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  In case you have a leak.

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess, you know,

 15    the -- there will be conditions --

 16                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  You have got to compare

 17    from before it starts and after it starts and during.

 18    Because all that loud noise is going to be affecting all

 19    that game.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess there would -- all of

 21    the permits that -- I mean, I can definitely speak for the

 22    Corps of Engineers and I expect for other agencies as

 23    well.  There will be conditions on the permit that will

 24    be, you know, identified through the EIS process to

 25    protect the resources.  If there is -- you know, air
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  1    quality and water quality are, you know, usually regulated

  2    by State permits, and they will have standards on those.

  3    If those are exceeded, you know, then measures will be

  4    taken to require them to come into compliance.  So that --

  5    you know, that's the way that the air and water quality

  6    would be protected throughout the life of the mine.

  7              For fish, you know, if they were -- the State

  8    Fish & Game has requirements for -- they would have to

  9    have a fish habitat permit.  If they were to violate that,

 10    they would have to come into compliance.  So, you know,

 11    once the permits are issued, you know, there would be

 12    conditions and standards that they would have to maintain.

 13    If they exceeded those or were outside of those, you know,

 14    they would be in violation.  So that's --

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think one other thing

 16    to add to that is there is a formal monitoring plan as

 17    part of the operational plan, part of the permit

 18    application from Donlin.  So just where you started, you

 19    need a baseline, but you need to pay attention over time

 20    and to compare it.  That's exactly right.  That's what the

 21    monitoring plan sets out, air quality, water quality.

 22    Many environmental dimensions would be monitored on an

 23    ongoing basis.

 24              And just like you are suggesting, they have to

 25    adjust.  If they identify changes, they would have to
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  1    adjust the engineering and the technical work at the mine

  2    or the management in order to respond to any changes in

  3    any of those environmental dimensions.

  4                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  Thank you.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

  6    go into -- we asked on sign-in sheets if anybody wanted to

  7    testify.  If there is no last questions, we will get those

  8    and call the people to provide those comments.

  9                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  This is Evelyn Thomas

 10    again.  What kind of plans or -- you mentioned traditional

 11    land use.  What -- what is your take on that?  What is --

 12    what's that -- how is that part of this?  What would

 13    you -- why is it even in there if you know you are going

 14    to deal with Calista and TKC and you don't deal with the

 15    tribes?  And you have traditional land use of the areas

 16    that are going to be affected.  How is that addressed in

 17    this EIS?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are dealing with the

 19    tribes.  We have invited tribes to be cooperating

 20    agencies, and Crooked Creek is one of those.

 21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  About the traditional

 22    land use loss.  Okay.  I saw this.  Okay.  And you are

 23    going down river from Crooked Creek.  Okay.  But the

 24    people most affected by not using the areas -- let's say

 25    if they should decide that we can't cross the pipeline
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  1    route to go to traditional hunting places -- like we can't

  2    go to Donlin and hunt back there now -- those are going to

  3    affect Crooked Creek, Georgetown people, Red Devil people,

  4    Sleetmute people and Stony River people much more than

  5    from Napaimute on down.  Okay.  This is our -- and this

  6    is -- for Crooked Creek, you know, this does affect us a

  7    lot, not being able to go to our traditional hunting and

  8    gathering and trapping areas.  And that's going to be part

  9    of this, or is it just going to be mentioned and then

 10    left?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be part of it.

 12    That would be -- you know, we will look at the existing

 13    use of the area and look at how that will be affected by

 14    the proposed project.  And yes, that will be considered in

 15    the EIS process.

 16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Okay.  Because TKC and

 17    Calista may own the surface and the subsurface lands back

 18    there, but they don't live here.  They don't use the land

 19    every day such as we do.  We have not had any meetings

 20    with either organization in Crooked Creek, and we are the

 21    closest one to this project.  They have not brought us to

 22    the table.  They have not talked of our concerns here in

 23    Crooked Creek.  We would like to see them here discussing

 24    these things with us also at -- at a public meeting like

 25    this, both those organizations.
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  1              Because we live here.  Okay.  We are the ones

  2    giving up the most.  Our traditional ways -- we are --

  3    it's being squeezed.  If we are not going to be able to

  4    use this land, we are going to have more and more

  5    dependence on public assistance.  If we should not be

  6    working back at the mine or have the qualifications that,

  7    say, Calista's hiring practices, we don't meet those or we

  8    don't meet this or we don't meet that, then we won't be

  9    able to be working back there.  But yet we can't go

 10    hunting and fishing on our traditional areas.  So how is

 11    that going to be brought into the EIS?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it's brought into the

 13    EIS by -- in the first place, you mentioned that you're

 14    denied.  It will be on the record.  You are welcome to

 15    provide any other comments and concerns to us if you

 16    haven't adequately expressed them tonight.  You have a

 17    government-to-government, you know, venue to pursue.

 18              As far as TKC and Calista Corporations, I guess

 19    that's -- you know, we can't -- we don't have any control

 20    over them.  I guess that's between you and them.  I guess

 21    I don't know what -- you said you thought they would

 22    prevent you from taking control over who worked at the

 23    mine site?

 24                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  No.  That's not what I

 25    meant.  What I meant was they control access to
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  1    traditional places where we pick berries and hunt and trap

  2    and fish.  They could potentially keep us from going on

  3    those because the mine is going to have safety concerns.

  4    They are going to be scared that somebody is going to get

  5    hurt.  Okay?  And they are going to have their business.

  6    They are going to look out for liability.  All right?  So

  7    they are going to want to have everybody staying away from

  8    there.  So the people of this community and these closer

  9    communities, to practice their traditional ways, okay, if

 10    we can't use that, what is the -- what is going to replace

 11    that?  Are we going to have to go up near Stony River and

 12    pick berries or, you know -- you see what I'm saying?

 13              Because we have not -- we have not been able to

 14    bring Calista and TKC to the table for this.  They made

 15    all of these deals back there without the community of

 16    Crooked Creek involved.  They mentioned they were going to

 17    do this.

 18              Crooked Creek does support the development of

 19    this mine, but we also can't continue to give up all of

 20    everything and expect to continue to go on with it.  We

 21    can't be expected to do that with no benefit to the tribal

 22    members.  People my age are probably not -- I'm not going

 23    to see any benefit from any development back there.  I'll

 24    be long dead before this thing even gets off the ground.

 25    These little guys right here, they are going to be the
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  1    ones that have to live with whatever decisions we make

  2    now.  And if they don't know how to live off the land like

  3    we did, we do right now, that's a loss to us.  Okay.

  4    That's a loss to us.  We cannot continue to agree to give

  5    up an area to hunting, fishing, trapping with nothing to

  6    replace it, even if we have a job back there.  If we can't

  7    continue to do that -- I hear it all the time.  There is a

  8    big concern about that.  I hear it.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  I understand your concern, and

 10    it's a legitimate concern that, you know -- and like I

 11    said, it will be noted in the record tonight and we will

 12    consider it, the fact that you feel like because the mine

 13    will be there you will be prevented from accessing that

 14    area and any other areas that --

 15                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  We already are.

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  -- the corporations feel may

 17    be -- which may provide a safety or security risk.

 18                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yeah.  They are afraid

 19    somebody will get hurt.  Liability.  They are afraid of

 20    liability.  But you can't -- we already do not go back

 21    there for our traditional hunting and trapping.  My family

 22    hunted and trapped back there.  David John's family hunted

 23    and trapped back there for years and years and years.

 24    Evan Waskey, Johnny John, we all would.  And we don't go

 25    there anymore.  It's not ours anymore.  We can't go there

00042

  1    anymore.  Okay.  You can't even go back there and pick

  2    berries, and that place is covered with blueberries.  But

  3    we can't go back there as the general public.  And Calista

  4    owns the subsurface.  TKC owns the surface.  Okay.

  5              So potentially, like TKC said, whatever we want,

  6    it's too bad.  All right?  But it's genocide to us to

  7    continue to give up areas and not have anything to replace

  8    it.  See?

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah, we understand your

 10    concern.  It's in the record.  I guess we -- as I said, we

 11    can't directly control what Calista or TKC does, but it's

 12    in the record and it will be considered in the EIS.  And,

 13    you know, once it's in the draft EIS, you will have an

 14    opportunity to review, you know, and see if we addressed

 15    that concern, and you will have an opportunity to respond.

 16    But again, yes, I agree it's a legitimate concern, one

 17    that we may not have a lot of control over but, you know,

 18    it will be considered and we will do what we can.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So first of all, Evelyn

 20    speaks of something deep at the heart of the culture --

 21                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- and of the history --

 23                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  Yes.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  -- of this community.  And

 25    I think we -- we shiver a little bit to hear the power of
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  1    your testimony.  The EIS has a certain job to do.  And

  2    it's not necessarily going to satisfy all of the concerns

  3    about the forces of change in the region, but we are going

  4    to work hard to do the best job in the EIS.  So your

  5    comments about what is the potential to be displaced, what

  6    are the traditional use areas, what's the overlap of the

  7    project footprint, what are the estimated effects on

  8    traditional land use, it is our job to try and be thorough

  9    about that.

 10              Now, it's going to start with those subsistence

 11    and traditional land use studies.  The State subsistence

 12    division has been visiting in the communities in the last

 13    three or four years and put together new subsistence use

 14    maps and so on.  That's just the beginning of

 15    documentation on this.  We are going to try and go through

 16    that information, synthesize it and estimate what those

 17    effects would be, but you are going to help us with that.

 18    You are going to help us get it right because the draft

 19    EIS is a document -- it's out for several weeks, for

 20    months for the communities to review and to provide

 21    comments on.

 22              And I do want to say in all sincerity that the

 23    spirit of this is we are going to learn together.  We are

 24    going to try and learn -- people here have gone to a lot

 25    of trouble to sit in on interviews and do maps of their
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  1    traditional use areas.  I know that.  I sat in this

  2    village and did maps with people in the 1980s.  It's work,

  3    and people do it because they want it to matter.  So we

  4    are going to recognize and respect the effort that's

  5    already in those studies.  And the testimony, the

  6    questions that you ask tonight, we are going to try and do

  7    our best in that draft EIS.  I can tell you that.  But we

  8    are going to leave some things out.  We are not going to

  9    get it all the first time we try.  And so the public

 10    review of the draft EIS is very, very important.

 11              And that's where -- so our job is to fully

 12    disclose, to kind of tell the truth the best we possibly

 13    can about what were the existing conditions and what are

 14    the likely changes under the project, the potential

 15    environmental effects.  That's what an EIS does.  And then

 16    it goes in front of the agencies to make permitting

 17    decisions.  But I really want to say you are going to help

 18    us do a good job on that along the way.  We have several

 19    years to work on this.  It's not going to be an overnight

 20    or a slipshod piece of work.  It's going to be a detailed,

 21    careful piece of work.  And we are going to bring it back

 22    to you and ask you to review and help us get it right.

 23              Don has emphasized that the government is not

 24    going to manage private landowners.  And in almost all the

 25    ways that is true.  Air emissions that would go off of
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  1    private land -- there are a few things where they are

  2    regulated, but this EIS is not going to change land

  3    ownership, private land ownership.

  4                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  That's not what I'm

  5    talking about here, Taylor.  What we are talking about is

  6    traditional land use.  Okay.  We are not talking about who

  7    owns the land or anything else.  Personally I don't care

  8    who owns the land.  It's our traditional area.  This is

  9    going to come up throughout this process.  I know it.  And

 10    I need answers, too, because I don't have any to tell

 11    anybody when they ask me about it.  It is a very sensitive

 12    subject.

 13              And this is the biggest part of this whole thing

 14    is everybody is concerned about -- look at the Red Devil

 15    Mine.  When it was going there was a lot of jobs in the

 16    area.  Everything was going along good.  It closed in

 17    1971.  What was left?  What was left?  Red Devil is, you

 18    know, Red Devil.  I mean, it's got a huge runway, and who

 19    uses it?  What benefit did it bring to this area?

 20    Nothing, you know.  And they are gone.

 21              Is that what's going to happen to Crooked Creek,

 22    too?  You know --

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the boom and bust

 24    cycle.  What could be the boom and bust cycle is another

 25    kind of question to be addressed in the EIS.
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  1                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  It's going to come up.

  2    It comes up all the time over here.  I have to bring it to

  3    you.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's good input.  That's

  5    what we are here for.  So thank you for speaking quite

  6    frankly about it.  There are some other people who also

  7    have ideas.

  8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  My name is

  9    Barbara Crane-Kinzy.  I'm from Sleetmute, like him.  And

 10    our traditional harvesting is on a timeline basis.  Like

 11    she said, blueberries; when blueberries are ripe, we go up

 12    and pick them.  When it's time to get beaver -- you know,

 13    there is a timeline for everything, everything that we

 14    harvest.  We are here today and we are gone tomorrow, like

 15    she says.  And I pray to God that my great, great

 16    grandchildren will be able to go out and do the

 17    traditional things that we do years and years way down

 18    past 27 -- what you said, 26?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  27 and a half years.

 20                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINSEY:  I hope the land

 21    is rich and bountiful for them as it is -- as it has been

 22    for us.  And you said there is job opportunities for the

 23    communities.  What I want to know is, are you guys going

 24    to help prepare our people, the younger people, to obtain

 25    these jobs?  Is there training available?  Is there an
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  1    outline where each and every one that may have an

  2    opportunity to work at these job sites -- you know, is

  3    there something that they can say, hey, I can do this; you

  4    know, I want to try this out?  Where is the -- the

  5    training in this for, you know, our people?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess my understanding is

  7    that Donlin has worked extensively in that regard with

  8    trying to hire local people that -- again, the impacts to

  9    the local communities will be, you know, addressed in the

 10    EIS.  I guess I don't have specifics in that regard at

 11    this time but, you know, it is something that is

 12    considered is the effects on the local communities.

 13                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I've heard

 14    testimonies of people that come out of Donlin Creek saying

 15    oh, yeah, they hired this guy from way down states come up

 16    to flip pancakes for us.  And it's, what, there is a lot

 17    of us over here that know how to cook, you know.  There is

 18    lots of -- if you say there is job opportunities, then our

 19    people need to be prepared and ready for these jobs so

 20    that we can get off welfare.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess the reason that we had

 22    it on the slide is it's one of the issues that we are

 23    aware of and will be addressed.  So the fact that we had

 24    it on the slide, you know, we are planning to look at that

 25    in the EIS.
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  1                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  Doi.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

  3    go into the formal comments?

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think on the sign-in

  5    sheets there was a little column that said would you like

  6    to testify, yes or no.  And it might seem a little formal.

  7    We actually have one person who signed yes, and that's

  8    Evelyn.  And we will hear Evelyn's formal comments here,

  9    but then if anybody else would like to make additional

 10    comments, of course we would be happy to hear it.  So

 11    whether you signed it or not, we are here to listen.  We

 12    are here to learn.

 13              Now I think it's time to turn to Evelyn's formal

 14    comments, and then we will make room for anybody else

 15    after that.

 16                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'm Evelyn Thomas, the

 17    Crooked Creek Tribal Council president.  Over the past, I

 18    don't know, several years we have known that this time was

 19    coming.  And over this time there has been different

 20    comments and different questions and different concerns

 21    brought up to the traditional council, to either myself or

 22    to other people who have served on the traditional

 23    council.  There is great concern for the loss of our

 24    traditional ways of life, okay, how the -- the land and

 25    the water and the air is going to be protected throughout
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  1    all of this.  We hear horror stories all the time of

  2    things going wrong everywhere all over.

  3              So far we have had a good relationship with

  4    Donlin Gold Project.  They have always been up front and

  5    very honest with whatever we have asked of them.  We do

  6    understand our environment.  It comes from generations of

  7    our people living in this area, that it's just like you

  8    just know.  It's passed down.  You know, like we know what

  9    season we need to get fish.  We know what season we need

 10    to get the berries.  We know what season to get the

 11    lauhyuks [ph] and the angukaqs.  We know these things and

 12    we know this area that we live in.  There is concern about

 13    the loss of that way of life.

 14              We also know that with jobs comes problems.  And

 15    as the people who live here and have lived here for

 16    generations, we are part of the environment of this area.

 17    We know that this project, it will bring much needed money

 18    and jobs into this area.  However, there is going to also

 19    bring the bad stuff.  The drugs and the alcohol will be

 20    here.

 21              Look at now.  The Crooked Creek Traditional

 22    Council makes payroll twice a month.  As soon as we are

 23    going to make payroll, here comes the drugs and the

 24    alcohol into the community to be sold.  So there will be

 25    more of that.
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  1              There has been positives for this community.

  2    There has also been negatives for this community.  And we

  3    know that we are going to have to find a balance between

  4    those two things.  But they -- the concerns that were

  5    brought up tonight are very real.  There is worry about

  6    the water.  There is worry about the air.  We hear it all

  7    the time.  Those questions need to be answered to our

  8    people as well as you can answer them to everyone here.

  9    This is our first opportunity to get out of the welfare --

 10    welfare economy.  And we welcome it.

 11              We don't want to go into it and to do things

 12    here like anything goes.  You see what we are saying?  We

 13    are saying we don't want to do it -- okay.  You want to do

 14    that, go ahead and do it because they are going to give

 15    three people in this village a job.  We want to be sure

 16    that it is done in a safe and responsible manner.

 17              We want -- the people of our community and the

 18    surrounding community, especially upriver, they have

 19    people working at the mine, too.  Sleetmute will be an

 20    invaluable addition to our meetings because they live ten

 21    miles from Red Devil.  What was their impacts from that

 22    mine when it was going on?  I know some of them were

 23    pretty bad.  People from Crooked Creek worked up there,

 24    and I know some of the impacts on Crooked Creek were

 25    pretty bad.
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  1              I have a paper prepared for whoever wants to

  2    take it with you on some of the concerns that we have had;

  3    you know, the quality and quantity of the water, what's

  4    going to happen if the -- because we drink water from the

  5    creek and we use water from the creek for washing and

  6    cleaning and things like that.  What's going to happen if

  7    they use so much water that we don't have enough for

  8    Crooked Creek to use?  Okay.  And supposedly the water is

  9    owned by the State of Alaska, I guess.  I don't think

 10    there is any private ownership.  How can we make sure we

 11    have enough water for our community?  You know, things

 12    like this, these are going to come up.

 13              They are all in this paper here.  And I will

 14    give you a copy to take with you.  I've given one to April

 15    already so she will be prepared for it.  But that's all I

 16    have to say.

 17              I thank you.  Especially I want to thank the

 18    Army Corps of Engineers for helping us last -- the two

 19    years ago when we flooded.  They were -- when we called up

 20    to ask them for permission to build over there by the

 21    airport because we couldn't get permission from TKC to

 22    build and if we could use gravel from the river, we had an

 23    answer from the Army Corps in two hours.  So they helped

 24    us to put our houses back and to have these houses rebuilt

 25    for our people who had lost everything.  So we thank you
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  1    for that.  Thank you.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Anybody that didn't sign up

  3    wish to make comments?  If not, I thank you again for

  4    coming.  Again, we have a website, donlingoldeis.com.  My

  5    contact information is available on the website.  Or if

  6    you would like, you can stop by and I'll give it to you.

  7    If you have any concerns, you can contact --

  8                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  On your website

  9    can we see other people's comments?

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Eventually they will be

 11    posted, yes.

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  After all of the meetings

 13    the transcripts will be summarized in a report, and that

 14    report will be on the website to kind of gather together

 15    the issues, all of the issues that were raised by all of

 16    the communities together.  So that's going to be a little

 17    while.  We finish the meetings in the end of March, and

 18    it's about May before that report will be posted.

 19                    MS. BARBARA CRANE-KINZY:  I want it to be

 20    like Facebook where I can add another comment.

 21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know if people saw

 22    the newsletter that we sent out just after Christmas.

 23    Another newsletter will come out to summarize the scoping

 24    meetings.  So some of the biggest issues will be

 25    summarized in there.  And then the scoping report will be
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  1    quite lengthy.  There will be a lot of detail in that

  2    report.

  3                    MS. EVELYN THOMAS:  I'd like to -- one

  4    more thank you.  Donlin Gold rescued Crooked Creek when

  5    the State of Alaska, who was in Aniak, refused to come up

  6    here and evacuate us when we were flooding so badly.  They

  7    refused to come for eight hours for up to two days.

  8    Donlin Gold did come in here.  They showed -- they showed

  9    me personally as well as the people of Crooked Creek that

 10    they were willing to put themselves out to make sure that

 11    we didn't have any loss of life.  So there was that --

 12    there is that positive.  They have worked hard to build

 13    this trust between the village and them, and we very much

 14    appreciated that because I believe that we would have lost

 15    Elders and infants during that time if we hadn't been able

 16    to get them out of here and into Donlin Gold where they

 17    took us.  And they weren't ready for babies and old people

 18    and whatever.  And we thank them for that also.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  If there is no more comments,

 20    again, thanks for coming.

 21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So we will hang around

 22    after.  Please feel free to visit with any of the agency

 23    representatives with any other questions or comments.  We

 24    would welcome it.  Thanks so much for coming tonight.

 25    It's a huge group of folks.  We are really pleased to see
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  1    the turn out.  So thank you.

  2               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:38 p.m.)
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