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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

MR. BRELSFORD: Annie Lou, could we invite
you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good
frame of mnd for tonight?

(I'nvocation offered by Annie Lou WIliams.)

MR KUHLE: Good evening, and wel cone to
the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
environmental inpact statenment, also known as an EIS. MW
nanme is Don Kuhle with the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers,
and |'mthe project manager for the EIS. W also have a
number of cooperating agencies here who will participate
inthe EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.
So I'll take a nonent and ask themto introduce
t hemsel ves.

MR. BALLOU. Cood evening. | want to say
thank you for comng out tonight. M name is Douglas
Ballou. I'mthe assistant field manager with the
Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Managenent,
and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline
that will be covering about a third of federal land on its
way to Donlin. So I'll be available after the meeting if
you want to interact, have any questions. And again,

t hanks for com ng out.

MR JEN. H. Good evening. M nane is

Mark Jen. |I'mwth the United States Environmental
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Protection Agency in the Anchorage office. And we are a
cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps
of Engineers in devel oping an environmental inpact
statement and to anal yze the environmental inpacts
associated with the Donlin Gold Project. So we are here
to listen to your questions and to hear your conments so
that we can better evaluate those in the EI'S document.
Thanks.

MR BRUNO Jeff Bruno with the State of
Al aska. 1've got a couple of people fromthe Department
of Natural Resources. Jason with the pipeline office, he
can answer a |lot of questions about the pipeline. Sarah
Yoder with Health and Social Services, she's working with
the health inpact assessment on this project. And we are
here as a cooperating agency on the EI'S and here to answer
any of your questions and hear the comments. So please
ask us any questions you have.

MR. KUHLE: And our third-party
contractor.

MR. BRELSFORD: |'m Tayl or Brelsford, and
it's great to be back in Aniak after a |ot of years. 1've
now taken -- | work with URS Corporation, and we are the
third-party contractor providing the technical backup to
the Arny Corps in preparing this ElS.

MR ALEXIEE M nane's Mxie Alexie. |
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work with Taylor as part of the EIS team | work for URS
Envi ronnent al .

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN:  You want the tribes?
Did you want the tribes?

MR KUHLE: |'msorry. Sure. | didn't
realize we had -- yes.

MR DAVE CANNON: |'m Dave Cannon. |'m
the environnental director with Native Village of
Napai nute, and we are a cooperating agency.

M5. LI SA FEYEREISEN. |'m Lisa Feyereisen
and I'mw th Chuathbal uk Traditional Council, and we are a
cooper ating agency.

MR MARK LEARY: |'m Mark. Everybody
knows me, maybe.

MR KUHLE: Ready? Gkay. Okay. W will
move into our program Feel free to ask any questions as
we go along. If you do ask a question, though, please
identify yourself for the record so that our court
reporter can get your name correctly. And also make sure
that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference
to make sure she gets the spelling right.

Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide
you an idea of the topics that we will be covering. W
have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk
about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EI' S
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project mlestones. After that we want to provide a basic
overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
And then we will sumarize a few issues as a way of
inviting your conments on the project. And we encourage
you to get involved, and we will tell you howto do that.

W are here tonight because Donlin Gold has
proposed an open pit gold mne |ocated ten mles north of
Crooked Creek, which is a conmunity on the Kuskokw m
River. And in order to conply with the Nationa
Environnental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers
Is preparing an EIS to identify and anal yze the potenti al
inpacts. The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent
of the project, and the EIS wi |l be used in making permt
deci sions by the Corps and by other agencies. Scoping
meetings are the first step in the EI'S process.

This map gives an orientation to the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokw m River.
It's arenote area with [ittle devel opment to date and no
existing roads to the region. The map shows that existing
transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is
concentrated in Southcentral Alaska. The proposed mne
woul d require all new infrastructure, including roads, a
pipeline. Al of that would be subject to permtting
before they coul d proceed.
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This map gives an idea of the |ogistics and
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
| ogistics for the mne include fuel and cargo fromthe
west coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in
Dut ch Harbor from ocean-goi ng ships to barges and then
again to river barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would go
to Bethel for transfer to the river barges. And fuel and
supplies will be off-loaded at a new barge landing in
Jungj uk. A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in
natural gas for the mll.

So we are now going to turn to the EI'S process,
and we will start with why an EISis prepared in the first
place. The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA
requires an EIS for any nmajor federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment. In this
case, Donlin Gold has submtted permt applications under
section 404 of the Cean Water Act and section 10 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act. An issuance of these permts
woul d be a major federal action and would require an EI'S
to evaluate the environmental inpacts of the proposed
project.

The EI'S, along with other applicable | aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
to make their permt decisions. And in addition -- yes.

MR JCE KAMEROFF, JR: | have a question
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on the sections there. Do you have an act for a |and
management act? Because it's going to be on the |and,
too, you know.

MR KUHLE: An act for the |and
managenent ?

MR JOE KAMEROFF, JR: Isn't there
sonething like for sonething affecting the land? Like up
on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting
the land and the way of --

MR KUHLE: Well, there is a lot of
different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for
protecting |ands and waters.

MR JOE KAMERCFF, JR: | just see the
water is on there.

MR. KUHLE: Yeah. That's because the
reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers,
those are the two | aws that we have jurisdiction under,
and that's what brought us into -- into the project and
why we are doing the EI'S, why we are the |ead agency.

O her agencies that are involved have their own
jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permts. The
State, for exanple, and BLMw || have to issue right of
way permts for the pipeline. So there -- and under --
under NEPA and under our other project review procedures,
we consider, you know, inpacts to other resources besides
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water, you know. You know, interests -- and it would
i nclude probably, you know, whatever |and resources or
val ues that you are thinking about.

MR JCE KAMEROFF, JR: It would be like
animal s, plants and --

MR KUHLE: Right. That wll all be

consi dered under the EIS. | think I -- well, |'ve
probably got just one nmore thing. | think maybe | started
saying this. I'mnot sure. But in addition to conplying

with NEPA, the Corps is also required to conplete a public
interest review, and an anal ysis under section 404(b)(1)
of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the
| east environmental |y damaging practical alternative. And
we Wi ll incorporate the information necessary for these
determnations in the E S

This slide shows that nany agencies, tribes and
the regional organization will work together on the EI'S,
and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EI' S based
on their permtting responsibilities or special expertise.
As an exanple, the project would occur on BLMand on State
of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to
issue right-of-way permts for the use of those |ands.
And the tribal governments and the regional organization
are participating to contribute specialized know edge
about the local area resources and |and use.
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The Donlin Gold project will require a large
nunber of federal permits and consultations, and this

slide provides six exanples. |'ll mention two of them and
invite you to read the rest of themyourselves. First,
since the project would place fill in wetlands and ot her

waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make
section 404 permt decisions as to whether or not to
authorize the fill. And as another exanple, since a
portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM | ands, BLM
wi |l need to evaluate the right-of-way application. You
can find a more conprehensive list of all the required
permts in the Donlin Gold application on the project
website.

This slide shows there are also many permts
required fromthe State of Al aska. Three departments of
State governnent are noted here. For exanple, over 60
percent of the pipeline would be installed on State |and,
so the Departnent of Natural Resources would evaluate a
right-of-way application. The Department of Environmenta
Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
air quality permts. And the Departnent of Fish & Game
has permtting responsibilities to protect habitat.

Sone of you may be famliar already with the
steps in preparing an EI'S, and the diagramat the right
side of our slide here shows six major steps that we wll
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be taking fromnow through Novenber of 2015. The Record
of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was
published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.

MR BRELSFORD: Notice of Intent. The
Notice of Intent was in Decenber of 2011.

MR KUHLE: What did | say?

MR. BRELSFORD: You said Record of
Decision. W are going to wap up early, nman.

MR KUHLE: |'msorry. Okay. The Notice
of Intent to prepare an EI'S was published in the Federal
Regi ster on Decenber 14th of last year. And so we -- the
scopi ng process began with the Notice of Intent, and it
will go through March 29, 2013. And part of that is this
meeting here tonight. W have neetings and take conments.
You can provide comments here and you can al so get
information and comments fromour website and in
newsl etters that go out. Comments and information that we
receive wll be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is
estimated to be finished by August 2014. That's just an
estimate at this point. It could change, but that's the
best estimate at this point.

Once the draft EISis conpleted, we will have
anot her round of public hearings and a public review
period which will take coments on the draft. Those will
be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estinmated to
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be conpl eted by Cctober 2015. And the Corps of Engineers
and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their
deci si onmaki ng process and will prepare their own Records
of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.

I"d |ike you to note the gold-colored circles.
Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period
and review of the draft EIS. And those are the best
opportunities for you to provide comments. Any conmments
that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the
draft El S

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. This can be broken down into four areas. First
Is to share information about the proposed project. And
we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation. You
can also find information, as | said, on the website and
in the newsletters.

The second purpose is to provide information
about EI'S mlestones, and that's what we showed in the
previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EI'S
process. The next two are to identify issues and concerns
to examne in the EIS and to identify useful information
fromcomunities. And we are counting on you to help us
with these last two. W would like to know what you woul d
like to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any
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information that we can use to nmake informed decisions.

Here is the schedul e for scoping nmeetings. W
are in the first round here where we are starting with
villages closest to the project. The second week will be
focused on the | ower Kuskokwi mRiver. The third week we
will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the |ower Yukon
And the final round includes the mddle Yukon and the
upper Kuskokwi m Ri ver

This map is a bit busy, but the color scheme
represents how many subregions of the project there are in
the project area, and they help to show how the scoping
pl an was devel oped. For example, the orange dots show The
Kuskokwi m Cor poration villages nearest the proposed
project. This subregion that we are hol ding meetings in,
Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site
and al so in Aniak which is the subregional hub. For the
ot her subregions, nmeetings will simlarly be held in the
subregi onal hubs.

W will stop here to see if anybody has any
questions to this point on the EI'S process.

MR. MARK MATTER: You said this nostly
concerns the pipeline? The Corps of Engineers, you are
just |ooking at the pipeline on the El S?

MR KUHLE: No, no. W are looking at the
entire project. Pipeline is one part of it.
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MR MARK MATTER | guess ny question
woul d be for DNR  Are they rel ooking at the Kuskokw m
Area Managenent Plan on this study or not? Because we
have a Kuskokwi m Area Management Plan, and | just wonder
how that's being addressed in this process.

MR. KUHLE: So you are asking if the
State --

MR MARK MATTER DNRis --

MR. BRUNO They are looking at it. [It's
in their queue. | think it's the next one that they are
supposed to be taking a ook at. No guarantees on this,
but | think this is going to push it to a priority for
themis what | have been told. And that's the RADS
departnent is the name of them They are the ones that
run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going
to push up their priorities.

MR. DAVE CANNON:  How | ong does somet hi ng
li ke that take?

MR. JASON WALSH. It takes three to four
years roughly for an area plan fromits beginning to its
conpl etion.

MR MARK MATTER | understand that you
haven't started yet. It would have to be started in order
for the State to issue pernmts and stuff.

MR. BRUNO They would not start that to
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i ssue the permts.

MS. LI SA FEYEREISEN. Are they two
i ndependent processes or are they overlappi ng?

MR. BRUNO They are two independent
processes.

MR. JASON WALSH. The State doesn't need
the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that
plan stands until such tine that the new area plan has
been adopted. So any permtting that's going to be issued
wi |l use the old plan as guidance.

MR DAVE CANNON: When was that plan done
t hough, the existing plan?

MR JASON WALSH: | don't know.

MR BRUNO | can find that out for you.

MR JASON WALSH:  It's on their website,
and |"'msure -- | would guess it's inthe md '80s. But
it is on their website.

MR. BRELSFORD: The question is: What
ki nd of |and managenment plans woul d govern decisions for
the entire project? And the Kuskokwim Area Plan is one
very good example, but there are several other nanagenent
plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for exanple, that
woul d also -- State | and managenent plans, and then the
BLM has a | and management plan. And in each case the
permt decisions wuld have to act in concert with the
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| and managenent pl ans.

So in sone of the permt application materials
fromDonlin, there is actually a fairly detailed |isting
of what the land managenent plans are that would affect
permt decisions for the pipeline and the mne site and
then down on the transportation corridor to Jungj uk.

So land use planning is one |ayer of background
information that has to be considered in the permt
deci si ons.

MR. MARK MATTER: It's just my hope that
they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on
| ooking to say it's a violation of our existing management
pl an and postpone it another couple years or sonething
along those lines. In other words, get the |ead out and
not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it
violates the plan or not, | guess.

MR. BRELSFORD: Good discussion. Thank
you. Oher questions about the EIS?

MR JON WARD: Jon Ward from Aniak. |
have lived here nmany, many years. \ere is Jungjuk?

MR KUHLE: | don't believe there is
anything there right now It's -- you would -- you could
| ook at the map here. There would be a 30-mle road
constructed fromJungjuk to the mne site. It's downriver
from Crooked Creek. | don't know exactly how many river
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mles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek. And it
woul d require a 30-mle road fromthere to the mne site.

MR. JON WARD: The ol d governnent cabin,
they call it?

MR KUHLE: 1'mnot sure what's there.

MR MARK LEARY: [It's up around the bend
from Cskawal i k.

MR. RAY PETERSON: | think it's the area
bel ow -- around Canoe Village area over, right? This side
of Horn Munt ai n.

MR. BRIAN KUHLE: Brian Stephanoff from
Russian Mssion. |'ve got a question about the EIS
process. It seens when | |ooked at the map that it
crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim |
counted five. And | was wondering if sal non habitat has
al so been pulled into question within this EIS.
Furthernore, crossing over salnmon streams and goi ng back
to indigenous know edge, indigenous |and use, will these
rights-of-way on the roads affect or limt the traditional
and customary uses over these |andscapes and wat erways or
that will hinder the -- a famly's ability within these
nearby comunities to go and freely harvest their foods,
these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?

MR KUHLE: Well, | guess your first
question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the sal non
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fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.
And traditional and customary uses will be al so considered
inthe EIS. [If you have any specific information
regarding a specific salnon run or a fishery or your own
personal use, | would encourage you to submt those
conments to us, you know, either on our website or we wl
tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the
nunber of ways you can submt your comments. But you
know, we would |ike to know about any infornmation you have
in those regards.

MR BRI AN STEPHANOFF: Russian Mssion is
on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed. And | ooking
at the proposed road systemcorridor between the Kusko and
Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up
the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many
people living along the | ower Yukon. Salnmon habitat is
also a very inportant and critical issue. | believe that
some of -- some of the five species of salnon here to date
have been on the affected list. I'mnot sure if they are
a threatened species or inpacted species, but --

MR KUHLE: | guess | can assure you we
are not going to limt our evaluation to one side of the
divide. W are not going to limt it to the Kuskokw m
drainage. W will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.

MR BRI AN STEPHANCFF: One | ast coment.
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Wien digging for any kind of soil and you run into a
burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural

patrinony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian

M ssion and Ani ak have these | ongstanding ties that
predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of
10,000 years. So it would be nice if -- if any kind of --
if these types of questions also be included in the EIS
because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for
exanpl e, a spear point or run into human remains, it would
be best to include these villagers that are tied in
ancestrally to these grounds.

MR. KUHLE: Yeah. | guess | can say that,
you know, when we issue permts, that we include
conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources,
that they stop to allowthemto be evaluated, that they
notify us. | guess I'mnot sure if | followed your entire
question. Are you also asking that local villages be
notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that
t hose exist?

MR BRI AN STEPHANCFF: This free and
informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a
human remain, if there is a possibility. That's all | was
conmenting on.

MR. BRELSFORD: So Don, | think it's
hel pful to mention that cultural resources are one of the
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technical study areas prior to the permtting. So there
is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a
conprehensive study of cultural resources along the
project area. That then becones a section in the EI'S, and
it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to
those cultural resources. And then finally there are
protective measures or mtigation neasures, and these can
even be permt conditions, |ike Don was just saying, where
there is a protocol for the proper handling of any
di scovered cul tural resources, unanticipated discoveries.
And those do often include consultation with | ocal
conmunities. There is actually separate |egislation and
consul tation requirements regarding cultural resources.

So | think you are raising a good point. And
the answer is that this is a topic well within the E S

MR. BRI AN STEPHANOFF:  Thank you.

MR DAVE CANNON: Question on if anybody
wants to delve into the baseline information, the streams
that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or
wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?

MR KUHLE: Have you been on our website
yet?

MR. DAVE CANNON: | have, yeah

MR BRELSFORD: So | think the answer to
that is at the current tine the baseline studies report,
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the environnental eval uation docunent is not quite
conplete. So the EIS teamis working with parts of that
report. Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating
agencies. And this is a description of the baseline
studi es, baseline conditions. Then there is another
chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential
inpacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin
Cold, with the applicant.

My understanding is once that conplete report is
avail able, we would post it on the website. That would
becone a publicly available docunent. So when it's
conpleted -- and that's not a long time fromnow -- when
the conpl ete docunent is available, it is to be posted on
the website.

MR RYAN MARONEY: This is Ryan Maroney.
Wul d the actual data be posted, as well, or only the
report and analysis of the data?

MR KUHLE: | think -- I"mnot sure
exactly which data you are interested in, but | believe
that, you know, the wetlands data was, |ike, seven
gi gabytes of data, and I think we decided that if anybody
wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to
get it tothem As far as other data, | guess --

MR. RYAN MARONEY: M question was
specifically all of it because during the tinme of
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col l ection requests were made to Donlin to share that
information, and they said they would share it at the tine
that they filed the permt. So | was just curious if that
woul d be shared via the Corps or separately.

MR. KUHLE: CQur intent is to nake data
available. If it's not on the website yet, we will try to
get it on there. |If it's too nuch -- like | said, seven
gi gabytes of data. But if you wanted to review that, we
would find a way to make it available to you

MR. BRELSFORD: So this is a detail
question we need to be a little careful and do this
step-wise. Don is first referring to the wetlands permt
application, and it has quite extensive data on the
wetlands. That is a public document. And we haven't
posted it on the website because of the size, but we
invite special requests. And we are able to transmt the
permt applications.

Wien a conpany goes to the government and says
we want to build something, do sonething, that permt and
all of its data in the permt is a public document. Now,
the technical studies underlying the environnental
evaluation report, | don't actually know the current
status of whether all those technical studies are slated
for release or not. But | think what's hel pful tonight is
to take it as a scoping coment and for us to evaluate and
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expl ore whether all of the technical studies, the
environmental basel ine studies could be rel eased and what
the nmechanismfor that mght be

But | don't want us to get out -- | don't want
to answer a question that we don't really know the answer
to. So let's treat it as a request as a question that
woul d be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and
the EI'S | eadership.

| think you have got another questi on.

MR PETE DRONKERS: Pete Dronkers. 1'd
like to second that in terns of every piece of baseline
data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access fornat
on-line for people because one problemis that certain
docunents are sonetimes avail able, but certain ones are
very difficult to cone by. And I know seven gigabytes is
alot, but it can be broken down. |[If there is a wll,
there is a way to do that. And so I'd like to make that a
scopi ng comment, as well, that every piece of information
that's available to any agency personnel internally shoul d
al so be available to anybody el se.

MR. BRELSFORD: Duly not ed.

MR KUHLE: 1'Ill take that under
consi deration. Any other questions?

MR BRELSFORD: Maybe we are ready to nove
on. The next section is going to be the project and its
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conponent s.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. We will nove nowto a
summary of the mning project proposed by Donlin Gold.
Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two |arge
i nternational mning conpanies, Barrick Gold and NovaCol d.
And the Donlin CGold deposit is |ocated on | ands owned by
two Al aska Native corporations. The Calista Corporation
Is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokw m Corporation is
the surface owner. As you can see, it's a very large
project. They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of
gol d per year for atine frame of 27 and a half years of
production. And they will be processing 59,000 tons of
ore each day.

W have already noted that Donlin Gold woul d be
| ocated in a renmote part of the state stretching from Cook
Inlet to the Kuskokwi mValley. This area is home to sone
66 communities that mght be affected by the project. In
many communities the project mght affect |ands and
resources that are used for subsistence and ot her
l'ivelihood activities. This project will face an
extensive set of |egal requirenents, including nany
permts and many agencies involved.

The diagramat the bottomof the slide shows a
time line fromexploration through closure. Donlin has
wor ked on exploration and environnental baseline studies
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for 16 years prior to submtting their permt
applications, and we are now starting the three-year
permtting period, the first step of which is the scoping
meetings. That's why we are here tonight for a scoping
meet i ng.

At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
agencies W |l decide to issue or deny the permts. |If
permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
three to four years of construction and an estinated 27
and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mne, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
reclamation. This includes deconm ssioning the mll
facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility
and the waste rock storage facilities. The lands would be
recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.

"Il turn to the major conponents of the
project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
The pipeline woul d be buried, not up on supports l|ike the
Trans- Al aska Pipeline system It would be a cold pipe.

It would not generate heat and woul d not damage the
per maf r ost .

Wiere it crosses eight najor rivers, the

pi peline would be installed bel owthe riverbed using
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horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo on the top of the slide. This technique
woul d be used anong the other crossings to be used to
cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the CGeorge R ver

The image of a block valve on the right side of
the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way woul d not
be fenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to
subsi stence uses areas. The right-of-way would be brushed
every ten years to provide continued access for nmonitoring
and mai ntenance by Donlin Gold. The construction process
woul d not create a road along the right-of-way. The
design woul d all ow access, but after construction, no
i nproved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water
Crossings.

This slide shows the pipeline would start at
Bel uga, cross the Al aska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
along the foothills of the Al aska Range and the Kuskokw m
River Valley, continue west to the mne site at Crooked
Creek. The pipeline woul d cross about 56 percent State
| ands, 34 percent BLM | ands, ten percent Native
corporation |and.

I f you woul d note the blue segments where an
alternate pipeline corridor woul d avoid the Dal zell Gorge
and the Al aska Range. This would separate fromthe
original proposal at mlepost 105 and rejoin the primary
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alignment at mlepost 150. Donlin Gold has recently
notified the Corps that this alternative is under
consideration, and they will be examning it during
geotechni cal investigations this com ng sunmmer

This slide shows the project conponents at the
mne site. And 1'd like to highlight three of those.
Nunmber one on the slide is the open pit which would
eventual |y cover 1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 nmiles |ong,
one mle wide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the
mne life.

Nunmber two is the tailings inmpoundnent,
technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.
It would cover about 2,350 acres. That woul d be about
three and a half square mles. And the tailings are the
powder-1ike material that's left after the gold has been
removed in the mll.

Nunber three is the waste rock facility, which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres. And the waste rock is the
rock that's renoved to get to the gol d-bearing ore.

These major facilities support the mll and
woul d process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. The project would require new or expanded
port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to
river barges. The barges would proceed up the Kuskokw m
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River to a new barge landing that would be constructed at
Jungj uk, and fromthere they woul d be taken by -- there
woul d be a new 30-nmile road to the mne site. Aso at the
mne site would be, or near the mne site, a new
5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mne site would be a
40-mllion-gallon diesel storage facility.

This is the proposed barge | anding at Jungj uk.
And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank
and about 1,500 feet back fromthe riverbank, for a total
of 26 acres.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: Jacques Longpre.

How much barge traffic would be expected?

MR. KUHLE: 1'mgoing to get to that here
injust a --

MR BRELSFORD: Good question. Here comes
t he answer.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. The Donlin Gold project
woul d increase barge traffic on the KuskokwimRiver to
transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to
power the large mining equi pment and trucks at the mne.
And the fuel barges woul d be double-hulled. There would
be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be
about three barge tow passings per day. It would be nost
likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any
given day. There would be four barges per tow It would
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be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58
fuel barge tows per season. Cargo barges will carry 550
tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons
each. And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and
the nunber of barge [ oads woul d be roughly the same during
both the construction and the operations peri ods.

MR DAVE CANNON: So just about anywhere
you are on the river there is a chance you will see three
barges a day whether you are --

MR. KUHLE: Three barge tows. Each tow
woul d have four barges, yes.

MR. DAVE CANNON: At any given point on
the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average
you woul d see three, two up, one down and vice versa?

MR KUHLE: That's ny understanding, yes.

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN. How are they
anal yzing the inpacts of that traffic on the -- | mean, is
there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they
analyzing the inmpact of that on the river, the silt, the
fish, et cetera, et cetera?

MR. KUHLE: | think a good part of that
wi |l be based on comments that are -- that we receive on
the concerns that are out there, and --

MS. LI SA FEYEREISEN. There is no --

MR KUHLE: | don't know offhand. |
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expect maybe Tayl or probably knows better than | do what's
been done so far.

MR BRELSFORD: Only because I'mfive
pages ahead in the study plans than Don is. But there is
actual ly an analysis. This could be broken into several
conponents. The physical conmponent which woul d | ook at
hydrol ogy, erosion and sedinentation effects of barge
traffic. So there is a baseline study having to do with
erosion and sedinentation in the KuskokwimRiver. Then
the biol ogi cal conponent woul d be the potential for
i npacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to
wildlife. And | don't renenber a baseline. | don't know
the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be
analyzed in the EIS. And then the third category woul d be
di spl acenent of existing uses. So river travel,
conmerci al fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would
be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic
woul d have.

So there is some base -- it would be good to say
sone of the baseline data has been exam ned and it forms
the foundation for this analysis and estimte of inpacts
that will come in the draft EIS.

MS. LI SA FEYEREISEN. So where in the
t housands and thousands and thousands of pages is that
anal ysis found? 1In Chapter 3?
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MR. BRELSFORD: |'mtrying to remenber
where | read this and when. So the environnental
eval uation docunent baseline conditions does have a
section with some diagranms and maps of the erosion and
sedi nentation dynamcs in the KuskokwimRiver. They also
in the biological section have a set of observations about
birds and sonme other wildlife under baseline conditions in
t he Kuskokwi m River occurrence, frequency, distribution as
it is now And that would then be the basis for the
future, the estimte of change.

MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: | guess | don't know
if I"'marticulating nyself. M questionis: D d they do
a baseline study by follow ng a barge up the river and see
what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do
they just do a study that these are how many birds we have
at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?
How di d they anal yze the inpact of the barge?

MR. BRELSFORD: So | haven't seen the
effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects
docunment. | was only responding to the question about
what kind of baseline material was there. W have got
sone foll owup questions, so | want to be courteous in
this. George had his hand up in a second and then we can
come back to you, Mark, if that's okay. And Lisa, are we
good for a second? W may have to come back to this in
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addi tional discussion?

MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: |'mjust wondering
if you could point out where | could find it.

MR BRELSFORD: You have Chapter 3 as a
cooperating agency, the environmental effects docunent in
Chapter 3. So it's going to be towards the front of it in
the section on the physical environnent for erosion and
sedi nentation, sone of the river hydrol ogy baseline
material .

CGeorge, go ahead.

MR. GEORGE MORGAN:.  Ceorge Morgan from
Kal skag. We have three or four barge lines in the river
already. M concern is, where do they dunp their water
and sewer in the barges? Right now they just dunp them
into the river. 1s this going to be a policy here where
you don't dunmp into the river, have septic tanks or you
can go to villages and dunp your water and sewer. Don't
dunp it into the river. That's ny concern

MR. BRELSFORD: Good conment. | think
Mark was next.

MR MARK LEARY: Mark Leary, Napainute.
Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the
Crowl ey barge on a few trips collecting infornmation.
That's how they built sone of the planning. That's what
little bit I know.
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M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAVS: Annie Lou
Wl lians fromKal skag. Correct me if I'mhearing wong,
but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you
wi |l be seeing them wherever you are?

MR. KUHLE: No, you wouldn't -- you
couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.

M5. ANNFE LQU WLLIAVS: No, | nean if |
was in Bethel or if I was in Aniak or even in Kal skag |
woul d see three a day come by no matter where | was?

MR. KUHLE: If you sat on the bank for 24
hours, you would |ikely see three barge tows go by, either
up or down.

M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAVS: And then three
more com ng down the next day?

MR KUHLE: No. It mght be two up and
one down or one up and two down nost likely, | suppose.
That woul d be the nost |ikely scenario.

MR DAVE CANNON: Annie asked you if the
next day you woul d see the three again. Every day three
woul d go by.

MR. KUHLE: No, you know, that's -- |
think if you add up the total estimated anount, they have
al | owed sone for logistics and, you know, it probably
won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you
know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational
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plan is, as | understand it, would allow -- that would be
the nost likely scenario.

MR. MARK LEARY: One thing they |earned --
and 1'd like to hear nore about it -- is there are some
spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow. They
have to stop, break two off, push two through, cone back,
get the other two.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. | guess |I'mnot aware
of that. | would ask that you make a comment to that, you
know, submit that comment to us one way or anot her
either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the
website or e-mail it to me so that we can be sure to get
that into the record.

MR. BRELSFORD: Let ne respond to this,
and then we will continue the questions. There is
actually a transportation plan that is nentioned in one of
the permt docunents. It was not conpleted as of the end
of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details. What
we are providing here is really a pretty rough estimate,
but | do know that a nore detailed plan for the
transportation process is under preparation. And when
that's available, it would be posted on the website the
sanme as the other permt application documents. So |
think there is still alot to learn about the details of
t he bargi ng process.
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Many of the conments tonight belong in the
record as scoping questions that need to be exam ned. W
need to | ook more deeply into this and have much nore
information about it by the time we get to the EIS.

So there was -- | think Jacques was in line for
a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then
Raynond Pet er son.

MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Are you guys going
to conmpare other rivers that have experienced |arge growh
like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?

MR. KUHLE: Ot her rivers that have --

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: Well, since we
haven't seen this growth before, maybe there is other
rivers in A aska or throughout the country that have
experienced barge growth, | guess, that you m ght be able
to conpare to.

MR KUHLE: | nean, |'mnot aware -- |
haven't seen all the studies on that so far.

MR. BRELSFORD: Again, we are at an early
stage. W are gathering input to guide the EIS, so |
think it's a very hel pful question as a scoping conmment.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: |'msure we are not
the first river to see a growth in traffic.

MR. BRELSFORD: And you are suggesting
there ought to be a conparative analysis with other cases.
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| think | can say generally that the subject matter
specialists operate fromtheir literatures, and those
woul d be case studies and other conparabl e exanpl es that
woul d al low themto make a reasoned estimate for the
inpacts in this case. So we will nmake note of your
enphasi s on conparative cases. And then | think that's
sonet hing that the subject matter folks are likely to do
anyway, but this would be a way to enphasize the
i nportance of it.

So then we had Mark, and then Rayrmond Peterson.
So Mark, go ahead.

MR MARK MATTER | would like the EIS to
address any future dredging that nay be necessary in sone
of the shallow water processes. It would be good to have
that addressed ahead of tine, the inpacts that's going to
be and what's the extent of any dredging that m ght take
pl ace.

MR BRELSFORD: Raynond, please.

MR RAYMOND PETERSON: Ray Peterson, |oca
resident, former riverboat pilot. So I know, you know,
you have got so nuch traffic going up and down, | never
hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you
know, because that's inportant before you do all your
trafficking. And then the river changes so much. And
every year water drops or water raises. And that's when
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you have to be real careful on what you do on your
churning, you know, on the fish we have. So be very
careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you
have your GPS. W use the eye and know the river. And
now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge
systems next.

MR. BRELSFORD: Thank you

MR ALLEN SIMEON: Allen Sinmeon from
Ani ak. Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got
20 bl ockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross
how nmany rivers? |'mwondering, are you going to be
having those before and/or after each river? And how much
pressure is in that pipeline? And do you have a storage
area to hold off anything else that you have to divert in
case there is a breakage? Because this 300-and-sone nmle
of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure
inthere if there is a breakage.

MR KUHLE: | don't know that their
position -- they're not positioned --

MR ALLEN SIMEON: You're going to be
hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some
sort of a process. Now, you are going to get gas over
there. Wat if something happens to that gas?

MR. KUHLE: The pipeline -- one of our
cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and --
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MR. BRELSFORD: Hazardous Materials --

MR KUHLE: Hazardous Materials and Safety
Adm nistration. And I'msure that they will ook at that
in great detail

MR. ALLEN SI MEON:  Anot her question is,
you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things,
and by rule they don't have to contain the whol e anount
that's stored there. And over there at Crooked Creek
there, if there is a rupture, that's a tremendous amount
of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked
Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of
Al aska. | just want to bring that up.

MR KUHLE: That's a good comment, and we
wi |l make sure that that's exam ned

MR. MARK MATTER  [inaudible] at SHAWI ast
spring doing sone paperwork for our mning operation, and
they were told | guess through NovaCol d, because they have
a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were
pl anning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before
they started bringing gas for their gas product. Anybody
heard anyt hi ng about that?

MR. KUHLE: | haven't heard anything about
t hat.

MR. MARK MATTER: | nean, these are
federal agencies. They told us that.
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MR BRELSFORD: | think we can say |oud
and clear that the application is for a natural gas
pipeline, full stop. There is nothing in the plan of
devel opnent for the natural gas pipeline that tal ks about
any other fuel resources being transported init. And we
have said a number of tines today that the -- this process
is legally driven, that the permt application triggers an
EIS. The EISis a conprehensive analysis. Utimtely
there are permt decisions, and if those decisions are
positive, there are detailed permt conditions. | think
many of you are sonewhat famliar with the details that go
with a right-of-way grant or other kind of permts.

So there is not going to be bait and switch on
sonething of that sort. The application is binding. The
| egal decisions, the permt decisions are binding in that
respect.

MR JOE KAMERCFF, JR: | had questions
about that pipeline, also. You know, it's ny
under standi ng natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and
they are --

MR. KUHLE: Pressurized, yes.

MR JOE KAMERCFF, JR : Yeah, they are
hi gh pressure. | was working on the Sl ope working on the
pi peline and stuff. \Wen they rupture, they rupture
violently. What kind of energency response do we have for

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 40

an accident |ike that?

MR KUHLE: Well, it does have energency
val ves. And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the
Pi pel i ne Hazardous Materials and Safety Adm nistration,
and that's their bailiwck. That's what they will be
analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.

MR JOE KAMEROFF, JR: Wuld they be
based out of Anchorage and be flying to these |ocations,
or are there going to be roadways to them or how woul d
they access it?

MR KUHLE: How are they going to access
it if there is a accident?

MR JOE KAMERCFF, JR : Yeah, the pipeline
in general .

MR KUHLE: | imagine they would -- in
their permts would establish procedures but, you know,
that would be up to them And it would be addressed in
the ElS.

MR BRELSFORD: So the pipeline designis
to prevent a release, and then the protective nmeasures in
the permt conditions define the drill -- there will be an
emer gency response plan that outlines what materials are
staged, prestaged and how they woul d be mobilized, what
kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on
any spill response. So we are sort of delving in -- |
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think it's helpful to ask will the EI'S address these
things, and the answer is yes, these are standard el ements
of an EI'S. And your asking the question nmakes it all the
more inportant that we address it really thoroughly in the
El S.

So we are very early in this. 1 hope fol ks were
paying attention. This is a three-year project before the
EISis conpleted. After scoping in this next nonth, the
technical teams go to work for over a year to put together
the draft EIS. It comes out in |ate sunmrer of 2014. And
then you have another chance to | ook and see if the
questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough
review and provided good answers. |If they didn't, you get
anot her chance to say, wait a mnute, |'mnot satisfied
with that answer in the draft. | want nore attention on
this and that, and that becones the basis for the fina
EISin the |ast year.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: This 314-mle pipeline,
no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are going
to | ose your pressure comng between here and there. And
what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the
rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be
peopl e there to actually monitor that or what's going to
happen?

MR. KUHLE: | believe there is just --
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there is one pressure conpression station |ocated towards
the beginning closer to Cook Inlet. | don't recall the
exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.
There is just one conpression station.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: That's going to be a
tremendous amount of pressure in the very beginning before
it can get all the way over there to reach the end. And
|"ve witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel line and what
they have to do just to go six mles with fuel. And | was
wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start
of f with.

MR BRELSFORD: So |et ne suggest this on
one of the -- when we wap up, we can pull up the plan of
devel opment and look it up. |'mnot quick enough on that
detail to have it in ny head, but I know how we can | ook
it up. So we will do that together, Alen, before we
| eave tonight. | couldn't happen to remenber there was
one conpression station, and it's in about mlepost 15 or
20. It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.
And according to the design, that is sufficient to
power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the
range and out to the Kuskokw m Vall ey.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: And then the horizonta
drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver and up on the other side, is that correct?
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MR BRELSFORD: Correct.

MR ALLEN SIMEON: And who is going to do
that? 1'mjust wondering.

MR BRELSFORD: It's a very good question.
Al of the construction -- we are at the permtting stage.
If the permts are issued, then Donlin would set out in
the construction phase. And | think, generally speaking
they select contractors to do this kind of work. The
pi peline plan of devel opment actually has quite a bit of
detai |l about the phases, what woul d occur each year and
starting at two different ends. So we could peek at some
of that. W certainly don't know the nanmes of contractors
that woul d be selected at this stage, but it would be done
generally by contractors.

MR ALLEN SIMEON. The reason | ask that
is, I'mfamliar with that. | seen that at Al pine when
they went underneath the river. And they had to run
portabl e generators just to keep the ground fromthaw ng
out. Now, | don't know what kind of problens we are going
to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running
the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any
kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially
goi ng under rivers because the river erodes by itself
regardl ess every year. And assisting it in any way |
think mght create nore problens.
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MR BRELSFORD: So | think damage to
permafrost and the potential inplications of horizontal
directional drilling on river erosion, these are sone
scoping questions that Allen is raising for us. Jacques
and then Mark and then Ryan.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: Wuld Donlin be
paying for the pipeline project or -- I'mnot sure how
that woul d work.

MR. BRELSFORD: | know you know the
answer. W all know the answer to that.

MR KUHLE: It's their pipeline.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: |'d just like to
make a request as part of the permtting process that
there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook
into the pipeline as part of the deal. And that if the
State grants the permts, it seens like it would be a
tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to come
this close without having the option of us hooking into
it.

MR. KUHLE: For the purpose of the EIS, we
are not going to evaluate all that. Wat's the ternf®

MR. BRELSFCRD: Conmon carrier.

MR KUHLE: Common carrier is ny
under standing. Wuld be a conmon carrier and, you know, |
guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to
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delve into details of that as part of the EI S

MR BRELSFORD: So the regulatory status
of this pipeline, when they use the term conmon carrier
it neans that any party can ask to transport gas. That
pi pel i ne does not belong to one party and that conpany --

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: They are just
building it.

MR. BRELSFORD: They build it, they
install it. They obviously have the prinmary use of it,
but a common carrier pipeline is available for other
parties. So the Mddle Kuskokwi m El ectric Co-op, some
other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes
of power generation in the Kuskokw m Vall ey.

As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into
a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer
to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that
pi pel ine would be a conmon carrier.

| forgot who was next. | think Mark and then
Ryan.

MR. MARK LEARY: Mark Leary. | have sone
good questions. 1've learned a little bit about it. |
wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the
Kuskokwim And if | renenber right | mght be off a
little bit. It's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to
be way bel ow the bottomof the river. [It's going to be in
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t he bedrock.

My question was back to barging. At the meeting
in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard
declined to be a cooperating agency. But if this goes
forward, will we expect to see nore pernmanent Coast Cuard
presence on the river?

MR. KUHLE: Because of the additional
barge traffic?

MR MARK LEARY: Yeah.

MR KUHLE: That would be up to them |
guess. I'mnot -- | can't speak for the Coast Cuard. |
don't know. It's not -- | guess if you feel thereis
hazards that they need to somehow nmonitor or control or
regul ate, then | guess that's a conment |'d ask you to get
into the record here.

MR MARK LEARY: It seens |ike we all
behave better when the cops are around

MR BRELSFORD: Let's don't |ose sight of
the fact, just because they don't step forward as a
cooperating agency and cone every other week to a neeting,
they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation.
So Don | think said last night, and | really want to
underscore this again today -- the Coast CGuard does have a
responsibility in terns of navigational aids and
navigation in the navigable waterways. And that doesn't

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 47

go away. Later in the stage we expect themto get a | ot
more engaged in the EIS and in the permtting process to
under stand specific legal responsibilities that they m ght
have. Not so nuch now, but |ater on when we get to this
navi gation question, that is one where the Coast CGuard has
sone | egal obligations.

MR MARK LEARY: W can expect the route
to be buoyed every year?

MR BRELSFORD: | don't know the extent,
the exact configuration of their involvement init. |
don't think we know that for now

MR KUHLE: You coul d certainly nake --
you know, like | said, get your conments and questions
into the record, and as we look into these, we will work
with the Coast CGuard and get their responses. And those
could be included in the draft.

MR. RYAN MARONEY: M name is Ryan
Maroney, and | just had a question about the process. |If
the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is
this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally,
is that considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you
should bring that forward on the website or submt it, but
if people say it right now, is that considered on the
record, or are you just encouraging themto put nore
detail into a second conment?
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MR KUHLE: It's on the record, but |
guess I'mjust trying to be very thorough and ask people
to, you know --

MR. RYAN MARONEY: | just wanted to make
sure if they brought it up nowthat it was considered and
if they didn't get to the web or submt it or wite a
letter later --

MR KUHLE: It will all be transcribed and
all the issues that are raised in the neetings will be
addr essed.

MR. BRELSFORD: Let ne propose this in a
mnute. W have got just one or two nore slides on the
project description, and then we want to go to issues. So
Mark, work with us. We will take the question now, but
let's keep track of the -- we have some nore things to
cover.

MR. MARK MATTER: So help me in the
process. You said you are going to proceed with this EIS
on the understanding that there will be no access -- did |
hear that earlier -- of this corridor? No public access.
Did | hear that earlier?

MR KUHLE: No.

MR BRELSFORD: | think it's the opposite.
| think what this slide showed is that the pipeline
corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the
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conpressor station, sone of the safety valves are fenced
in aten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature
is not fenced. It is not a barrier to travel traditiona
uses across the landscape. The last part of what Don said
is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the
purpose of building the pipeline. It will be denobilized.
Al that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area
that's brushed every ten years. And that's for the
pur poses of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for
moni t oring.

MR MARK MATTER  What about snowmachi nes?

MR BRELSFORD: Actually, it's a very
inportant point. | think we do understand that on the
Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access fromthe west
side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an
i nportant potential issue about security to some of the
facilities and displacement of uses. And | don't think we
have all the answers on that yet. | think there is still
alot to learn about what public uses mght turn out to be
on a cleared right-of-way of that sort. But | think on
t he Kuskokwi m Valley side, starting with the questions
that our friend fromRussian Mssion raised, the key is
that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional |and
uses on the Kuskokwi mside of the range

MR JASON WALSH:  Excuse me, Tayl or
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There is a lot of questions about the pipeline. And if
after the neeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have
questions about the State's authority and how we wil |
issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that
right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State |and and
what that means, common carrier access or otherw se, you
can cone talk to ne. I'll be happy to answer your
questions so we can not bog it down here.

MR. KUHLE: O her infrastructure includes
a construction camp. It would have 2,500 beds which woul d
support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.
Thi's includes some smaller remote canps for the pipeline
construction, as well. The permanent canp woul d have 600
beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees
wor ki ng shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
wor kf orce woul d be on site at any given tine.

So we are back to questions on the project
description. O should we nove on and wap it up? |
guess we wi || keep going.

So we nentioned earlier the purpose of the
scoping neetings is to identify issues and concerns. One
major issue is -- I'msorry. One major area is water
resources. Streanms and other surface waters woul d be
diverted away fromand around the mning activities in
order to facilitate mning and to avoid contan nati on.
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G ound water would be consuned as part of the mning
process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streans.
M ne dewatering to keep water out of the pit could | ower
adj acent groundwater |evels and again could affect nearby
streans. Some of the rock, when exposed to the el ements,
coul d generate acid or |each metals. So, waste rock,
tailings and other runoff would have to be careful ly
managed to avoid contam nating the waters outside of the
mne site.

Air quality is also inmportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues that we expect. There would
be several sources of emssions, including a |arge number
of large mning vehicles, 227-negawatt power plant, dust
generated by renoving and processing the overburden, waste
rock and the ore.

Cimte change is a growing concern and wil|l
need to be considered as |arge anounts of hydrocarbons
will be burned. Mercury will be |ooked at in severa
areas. Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury
could be released by exposing it during mning. Mercury
stack em ssions could occur during the mlling process,
and any nercury co-product woul d require careful storage
and transport.

Gven the large anounts of fuel and hazardous
material s invol ved, safe operating procedures and good
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response plans woul d be crucial to prevent any spills.

O her major issues and concerns include wetl ands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel
subsi stence and traditional |and uses. The proposed
project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this
10,000 woul d be at the mne site and rel ated
infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline. These areas would
be inpacted by excavating, filling, vegetation renoval and
ot her disturbances. And 6,900 of these acres would be
wet |l ands. There woul d be habitat |oss or reduced habitat
val ues for fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by
the project and as well as habitat |oss that could al so be
direct disturbance of individual aninmals. W have tal ked
quite a bit about barge traffic so far. And subsistence
and traditional |and uses would al so be affected by the
| oss of land through devel oprent.

Here are some nore exanmpl es of issues and
concerns. These are focused on the conmunities, cultural
resources and recreation. Community |ife would be
affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and
1,400 permanent enpl oyees. There would be new enpl oyment
and incone brought into the area, but also many effects on
conmmuni ty and human health. Cultural resources, both
archeol ogi cal and historic, that exist in the area m ght
be disturbed or destroyed. And recreation and visual
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resources mght also be affected by new structures and
mning operations. For all these issues, we would | ook at
avoi ding them-- avoiding the inpacts as best we could and
mnimzing themas well as we can. And if we can't avoid
themor mnimze, we will try to mtigate for them

So to conclude, we know that this proposed
project and the lands and resources are inportant to you.
And we would like to enphasize that there are several ways
it get involved in the EIS. You are already doing the
most inportant thing by being here tonight for the scoping
meeting. We would also invite you to go to our website at
donlingol deis.comfor more information or to submt
conments. O you can contact ne directly. 753-2780 is ny
direct phone line, and ny e-mail address is there as well.
For tribal matters you can contact our tribal |iaison for
the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer. And her direct
phone number and e-mail are there, as well.

W have had two tribal teleconferences so far
that di scussed cooperating agency status and
gover nnent - t o- gover nment consul tations. W had those on
Cct ober 30th and Decenber 12th, and we plan to have
others. Tribal governments, as we have nmentioned al ready,
have the opportunity to enter into
gover nnent -t o- gover nment consul tation, as well as
requesting cooperating agency status.
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So that's the end of the formal presentation.

If there is any remaining questions, we will answer those
and then we will go oninto the -- to the -- if anybody
woul d like to provide conments for the record, we can do
that then. If you do have any witten comments, if you
make -- if you provide testinmny and have witten
conments, we ask that you |eave a copy for our recorder so
that she can nore easily get all the details.

MS. ANNIE LQU WLLIAMS: Annie Lou
Wl lians fromKal skag. | have a question. You were going
through this, and | thought about air quality. Are they
going to test the air nowas it is, and then during the
process will they be nonitoring it? Because not only are
they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries,
your fish and all the plants and everything. Sonetines
when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago,
we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries
woul dn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know
what was causing it. M concern would be the effects of
the barge traveling and with the smoke and all this other
stuff that would be going on. Wuld that al so be
moni t or ed?

MR. KUHLE: Yes. There has been extensive
air quality nonitoring that's been done so far, and that
wi |l continue throughout the -- throughout the

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 55

construction and the operation of the mne.

M5. ANNLE LOU WLLIAVS: No, | nmean from
the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling
once they start --

MR KUHLE: WII| they do air quality
monitoring all the way up and down the river?

MS. ANNIE LQU WLLIAMS: Yes.

MR KUHLE: | guess at this point |'d just
have to take that as a comment. |'mnot aware of that.

It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the
mne site, air quality nonitoring?

MR. BRELSFORD: The question of monitoring
inreal tine is a good scoping comment. | know the
technical specialists that will address the air quality,
they have signatures for different kinds of transportation
vehicles, the em ssions signature, and they will estimate
the em ssions of the barges based on the |oads on the
engines and so on. That nuch they can do as a technical
analysis. But | think your question went to nonitoring in
real time in the operational life of the project, and
that's a good comment that we will take into account.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: Jacques Longpre,
Aniak. | was wondering if there is going to be any
moni toring of precipitation.

MR. KUHLE: They have weather stations at
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the mne site. OCh, you mean for water quality?

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: \Wen evaporation
occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of
the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on
all our blueberries and everything. |Is there a chance of
spreading chemcals to different parts of the region?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Like acid rain
or sonet hi ng.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: Yeah. Because |
know you tal ked about mercury em ssions and -- does that
get into our atmosphere to come down at another spot?

MR KUHLE: | expect that that will be
| ooked at, yes.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: | didn't see
anyt hi ng about precipitation in there.

MR BRELSFORD: | think what they do on
air quality and emssions is called fate and transport,
what becones of em ssions, where are they -- how are they
transported, where are they deposited. So it's not ny
area of technical expertise, but I've read that kind of
discussion in an EIS. It's not enough to just say it goes
out the stack. They are concerned about where it |ands
and therefore the inpacts on --

MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: |'mtal king about
evaporation fromthe pool there and there's the
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acid-formng rock. Does that acid get into the atnosphere
and cone down in other places?

MR. BRELSFORD: Good question for
anal ysi s.

MR. DAVE CANNON:  The only thing | do know
about that is they had an air quality station here in
Ani ak that they were monitoring for nercury deposition,
and | know they aren't doing that anynore, but they did at
| east do that for probably a two-year period.

MR BRI AN STEPHANOFF. Brian Stephanoff,
Russian Mssion. | got a comment. How nuch -- how
much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work
coincide with each other between |ike the State and
federal agencies, such as environnental working together
with scientific know edge with indi genous know edge to
make this -- these conment periods a |ot nore neaningful ?

MR. KUHLE: The interaction between the
State and the federal --

MR. BRI AN STEPHANCFF: Interdisciplinary
where you have many departnents work together to address
and anal yze current problems. As a scholar, | got ny
master's degree and |'ve listened to many accounts
t hroughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their
conflicts with mneral devel opnent and the South Americans
and their indigenous groups and sone of their conflicts
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with many types of mneral devel opment, too. And one
thing they have always noticed and it's very common in
these parts of these United States is the |ack of
interdisciplinary work. 1It's hard to get one depart ment
with another to -- especially when trying to find out
about contamnants in Native foods. That's just an
exanpl e.

| was just giving that introductory piece
because going back to the tailings of the two-mle |ong
and whatever depth that is, that's a large bow of mercury
and other mneral wastes that would be set aside. And the

half [ife of -- or the life expectancy of such chem cals
to degrade and not be harnful -- as harnful to the
environnment is just so astronomcally -- it seens very

awful to inagine all of the thousands upon thousands of
gal lons of nercury and cyani de and whatever other
contam nants are going to be building up inside these
basins near Crooked Creek that mght eventually tear apart
because there is always some type of environmenta
di saster of some sort. Something is always going to go
W ong.

Just for the natural environnent to consune
parts of those chemcals and let it erode down to a
certain point where it gets | esser of a formof -- or
degree of contam nant, it should also include all the
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animal s and all the human beings that |ive around there
because they are -- the future generations that |ive
around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the
seven generations wll have harmfrom many of these
contamnants if such a catastrophe was to happen, |eaking
whatever is inside the tailings ponds.

MR KUHLE: If | understand what you are
asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and
different disciplines working together, that's the purpose
for cooperating agencies. W have, you know, the -- we
invited all the federal agencies that we thought could
provi de expertise to be cooperating agencies. W have
both federal and State agencies. And we have invited
tribes to provide, you know, |ocal know edge. The third
party contractor, Taylor's team you know, they have --
they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that
will be looking at it. So you know, that's the way that |
believe we will address your concern, as | understood it.
Yes.

MR BRI AN STEPHANOFF: | just wanted to
further conclude that there is many pernmanent residents
that live inside these villages al ong the Kuskokw m and
Yukon, and many of themintend to stay permanent. And the
gold mine would be -- or those that mne the gold are just
part-tinmers and they stay until the gold is gone and just

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 60

| eave while the waste and all the contam nants and the
aftermath of such destruction will further erode and
degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide
to stay behind.

MR. KUHLE: Fine. Thank you for that.

"Il take that as a comment for the record. Yes.

MR. PETE DRONKERS: Pete Dronkers. W are
going to put this in witing |ater, too, but at this time
for the -- as a scoping conment, |'d |ike to suggest that
sone of these key areas of concern be addressed with
sinple fact sheets fromwhether it's URS or the Corps of
Engineers. | think one of the problens that people always
run into is that they feel they have to review literally
two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get
rel atively basic questions answered. So I'd like to
suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water
treatment, in particular, as it relates to acid drainage
mercury, both in water and as air emssions, the risks of
those be distributed to all stakeholders in sinple fact
sheets, and then also a lot of the things that other
peopl e have brought up such as the inpacts of erosion from
barge transport and the concern with the w ndow during
fishing season where it sounds |ike there is going to be
real conflict there.

So | think all these things need to have fact
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sheets that are sinple that are just a couple pages |ong
that are distributed. A good start would be to everybody
who signed in at every scoping neeting so that every
effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets
that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue
that's often overl ooked

And people last night in Bethel were asking
about this. Howlong will water need to be treated at the
mne site after the mne is closed? And a lot of times
the answer can be thousands of years after closure. And |
think people really have to understand the |ong-term
i npacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do. In
this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at
this point because we don't have good access to prediction
data at this part of the process, so we are always told to
just wait because it's a process; but sonetimes if you
wait too long you mss your windowto actually affect the
process.

So | think it's really inportant that people --
a lot of the environmental chem sts are saying that the
two biggest issues at this mne are mercury and acid
drainage. So it would be very nice if these things were
summarized in sinple fact sheets and distributed to every
known st akehol der.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you. | think that's a
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good i dea.

MR HERVAN MORGAN: Yeah. M nane is
Herman Morgan fromAniak. 1'd like to echo sone of the
conments and concerns, you know. W live here in this
river, and it's very inportant because it's our way of
life for our fish and environnent, you know. And you guys
are just here for alittle while, and then you guys w |
go back, too. | hope you understand how i nport ant
protecting our environment is. You know, all the money in
the world can't buy back our way of |ife and our sal non.
Li ke them barges, they showed us four barges, four
barges -- one barge pushing four. What they call that?
Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see
NOW.

And we are already having sal non concerns,
salmon closures. And it kind of concerned me when you
were asked what effect that has on fish and you said,
wel I, we have to wait and see. But it seens |ike if we
wait and see, you know, there could be even nore damage to
our fish with all the turbidity, all that silt where they
spawn. So it's things like that.

The tailings damis going to be pretty big --
pretty big dam pretty big amount of water. Wen that dam
broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a
wheel barrow. It killed all the fish in the river. That's
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how dangerous themchemcals is. That mercury he's

tal king about, it will take one drop per mllion or per
billion, something Iike that, you know. And if the sal non
smel | that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning

ar ea.

So | hope you guys understand how i nportant our
environnent is to us. | wsh there was a way they could
process that ore somewhere el se and they could have their
gol d and they could have their jobs and we woul dn't have
that huge waste pit up there with all the chem cals
affecting us all the tine. | hope you guys really
under stand how i nportant the river is to us.

| know | |ooked at that Fort Knox Gold Mne in
Fai rbanks. They are doing it pretty safely but, you know,
who knows what coul d happen around here. | hope you
understand how i nportant that river and the environnent is
to us.

MR KUHLE: Al right. Thank you. Maybe
unl ess there is any specific questions, we could nove into
the -- taking the comments or the testinony for the
record. |f there are any specific questions remaining, or
can we go into that? Yes.

MR MARK MATTER 1'd like this to go on
the record. | guess |'mcurious, have curiosity how the
federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, | nean, when
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you hear Barrick, a major player in this, say that this
project doesn't neet their criteria for investnent.

MR. KUHLE: |'mhaving a hard time --

MR MARK MATTER Barrick said that this
project doesn't neet their criteria for investnent. Wen
you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is
no natural gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you
hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies? They
just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has
just no concern at all? Wen | hear Barrick say that this
doesn't neet their criteria, why do you go through al
this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?
And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas
available in Cook Inlet? [|'mjust curious, what goes on
in the agencies? Wiat are they saying to each other?
This is kind of a personal question. Wat do you say
anmongst yoursel ves when you hear things |ike that?

MR. KUHLE: \When we hear --

MR. MARK MATTER: Barrick says it doesn't
meet their criteria for investment. They are the only
pl ayer that has the noney or can get the funding to do a
project like this.

MR KUHLE: W evaluate the project as
it's presented to us

MR. MARK MATTER: |'mjust curious if
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there was any tal k amongst --

MR. BRELSFORD: | think there is sone
m sunder st andi ng about what Barrick said at the time.
VWiat they said at the tine was that it was premature to
make an investment decision in the nultibillion dollar
range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals
or whether this was permttable, whether the agency --
they wanted to see the permtting process unfold.

MR MARK MATTER  Well, their very late

rel eases say it exactly the way | said it, saidit does
not neet their criteria for investnent.

MR BRELSFORD: What | understood fromit
was that that was pre-permtted.

MR. MARK MATTER: Because |'mgoing with
Barrick. Their latest release -- and you can pull their
website up right now. Their latest release said the very
sanme thing on Donlin. The project is not going ahead
because it doesn't neet their criteria. It's too
expensive. And they can get the project -- | don't know.
| guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline. But
there is no natural gas available to even run through the
pipeline, first of all. It just -- it's just confusing to
me to see how they can proceed with an EI'S when there is
no -- they should have something saying we can make a
project here. | don't see that comng fromthe major
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pl ayer here. It seens |like a ot of work for nothing.
You are not going to comment, | know.

MR KUHLE: 1've said that --

MR MARK MATTER | wish | could read your
m nd.

MR KUHLE: W are evaluating the project
as it's -- we are evaluating the permt applications that
have been submtted to us.

MR PETE DRONKERS: Can we conment off the
record?

MR KUHLE: About whether or not Donlin
finds this project feasible?

MR PETE DRONKERS: Yeah, what he's
tal ki ng about.

MR. KUHLE: Hi's question is --

MR. PETE DRONKERS: M question is: Can
we comment off the record?

MR KUHLE: I'mtelling you what | know
and what nmy role as the Corps of Engineers and what we are
doing. VW have received permt applications for the
Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an
environmental inpact study, and that's what we are doing
It's not ny role to evaluate the financial feasibility of
the project.

MR. GEORGE MORGAN. Ceorge Morgan. 'l
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do ny conment now. As he mentioned, 2018 we got a project
other than the gold mne project. W are building a
40-m | e heavy-duty haul road between Kal skag and Pai nute
in the Yukon through the Portage Muntains. By 2018 we
are going to get 140 mllion dollars for that project.
They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides.
That's what we need. That's what we need for our children
to grow. This whole project is not about us. |It's about
our kids, these young people. They are the ones that are
going to be working. Ten years ago they say we will need
15,000 new jobs. MNowit's about five nore years. W are
going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the nmine you
bui I d your own docks. Look at all the people they are
going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.
That's your own thing. But we are doing ours, too, for
the future of our children

& need to open resources. W can't keep this
whol e area closed up. W never say nothing about the NYAC
Cold Mne, the Kako M ne right above Russian M ssion, the
gold mines up in the Sal non River, the gold mnes in
MG ath. You guys are the ones that is comng out with
the studies and saying these are the jobs available for
our people. W are not asking for much. But you who are
providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.

We can't live on subsistence anymore. W can't
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even nmake noney on that. W need these jobs for our young
people. And this is the exact time we need this.

So thank you for letting me speak, but | think
you guys are doing a good job by having these neetings,
listening to everybody. But when you say communities,
include the cities because it's not just the tribes living
inthat city. Include themall. But this is a good
opportunity for jobs for our people. And that's what we
need. Wy we have all these suicides and stuff, because
they have no jobs.

Al this land, we need to open up some part of
it. We got amllion acres. W are using only 40 acres
here to provide 15,000 jobs. There is going to be so nuch
jobs available, we will have to hire fromoutside. Nowis
a good time to get ready for these jobs. By the time
these graduate, they'll have four- or $500, 000, 000 worth
of projects in this area, which is good, | think. As |ong
as you --

W have a unique water systemwhere all our
wat er comes out of the mountains. W don't drill down
there for water. It comes out of the mountains. It's so
fresh and pure water that fish cone all over and they
spawn in our fresh water. But it's a good opportunity to
provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we
need. Thank you.
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MR. KUHLE: Thank you. Unless there is
any final questions, we will nmove into the testinony. W
will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to
provide that, and we will go into that.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Can we have
a break, please?

MR BRELSFORD: Yes. Take ten mnutes.

(A break was taken.)

MR KUHLE: Ckay. We are going to go into
the testimony portion of our evening. So I'mgoing to go
down through the nanes of people that indicated they woul d
like to testify. Some said maybe, but I'Il go to them and
find out. The first one | have is Dave Cannon

MR DAVE CANNON: Here | am Dave Cannon
| guess | know EI Ss are supposed to consider cumulative
effects. And | know, you know, |ooking in the future
Quija board stuff trying to figure out what coul d happen,
but George mentioned this project possibly there from
Kal skag over to the Yukon. And ny big concern would be,
you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen,
we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would
all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure. And
there has been a lot of other devel opnent -- not
devel opnent -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, al
over. So | think that would all ow other devel opment to
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happen that woul dn't have happened nornal ly.
So I"'mwondering if or how the EI'S process is
going to consider those things, cunulative effects.

MR KUHLE: So are you --

MR. DAVE CANNON:  |'m hoping that you can
do that.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. Yes. W
will -- we will do that.

MR DAVE CANNON: | know it's hard, but I
think it needs to be considered.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. Next person
Is Joe Kaneroff, Jr.

MR JOE KAMEROFF, JR : The questions |
had was about the gas line. You know, | nentioned them
earlier. And also about containnent of the waste rock and
all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's
long-term-- howw Il that affect our region. And another
concern also is the barge traffic, you know. Us as a
communi ty around here, you know, we hunt the river, you
know. Go out noose hunting basically off the river. And
we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence
lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with noose and
caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. Joan
Wl ser.
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MR DAVE CANNON: | believe she left.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you. Brian Stephanoff.

MR BRI AN STEPHANOFF: | just wanted to
make a comment. And it was highlighted earlier. \Wen
devel opnent does cone into question, the agencies that are
i nvol ved should try to get as nuch enpl oynent, workforce
fromthe surrounding communities to get as many
backgrounds as possible, and should al so include the
Al aska Natives and the nonAl aska Natives that are residing
wi thin these conmunities.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Allen --

MR BRELSFORD: Sineonoff. Sorry.

Si meon.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: My nane is Allen Sineon
fromAniak. Your |line material that their -- |iner used
to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or
whatnot -- and | used to work up there on Donlin Creek,
and | know that a lot of the rock has natural acid init.
And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can |ive
within that acid content. And I'mwondering if you guys
are using only one liner to protect the environnent. |Is
there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the
inside? One liner is only one liner. And that material
up there |l eaches already. And that nmaterial would |each
right down into the drainage and flow right into the
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Kuskokwi m Ri ver. So my question is: How nuch protection
is going to be used for all of that hazardous nateri al
fromthe mning project to keep it contained wthin that
specific area?

MR KUHLE: Ckay.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: | have anot her one
there. \Wat happens with it? How are you going to get
ridof it? Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or
evaporate or haul it out and/or what? And then the other
question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have
on site. And like | stated earlier, by rule you don't
have to have contai nnment for the whole anount that's
there. And that being in an environment where everything
flows downhill back to the Kuskokwi m River, and that
anount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full
contai nment instead of what DEC inplies as a rule for fuel
or whatever? That's ny question -- questions.

MR KUHLE: Okay. W will nake sure they
are addressed. Thank you. Pete Dronkers.

MR. PETE DRONKERS: | do have a comment on
the perceived | oopholes in the Cean Water Act and how
that affects the tailings inmpoundnent facility. It's ny
understanding -- | don't want to go too far into the weeds
here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a
waste treatnent facility, it does not have to conply with
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di scharge standards. So |I'mnot wanting to get too far
into the details. M general conment would be that the
El' S process consider the ultimate potential closure of the
two main Cl ean Water Act |oophol es and how that woul d
affect the design of the tailings and the placenent of the
tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in
cl osing those | oophol es, and that coul d potentially break
the inmpact on those plans. So I'd like the EI'S process to
at |east consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act
woul d actual |y affect the mne engineering plans
specifically on the waste treatment facility |anguage in
the Cean Water Act.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. That's it,
unless -- is there any remainder?

MR. MARK LEARY: | didn't see that thing
where you could put if you want to conment. Could I
conment ?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yes. Yes, Mark. Please
go ahead. He said that he didn't see the colum to
indicate that he wanted to testify. Now he would like to
testify.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Yes, please. Co ahead.

MR. MARK LEARY: | was quiet in Bethe
last night. | wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.
I's he still here? I've tried to think nore about the
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social inpacts because | think -- looks to me |ike there
is plenty of people |ooking and worrying about the
environmental inpacts. Wat | have been thinking about is
the 2010 census, Bethel census area. That neans all the
villages on the Kuskokw m and Bethel and some villages on
the coast. 2010 census, 17,000 people. About half are
under the age of 25. And we are growing two percent a
year. W don't see it so nuch in the mddl e Kuskokw m
but two percent a year nmeans 400 nore people a year in our
region. That's a whole "nother village every year in our
region. And they are all young.

VWhat are they going to have? Wat are we going
to do for then? Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is --
I"msorry, but there is going to be too many people.

The other thing | was thinking about, that shift
wor k, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing,
that's hard on famlies, you know. You mss 50 percent of
your famly's life. And I'd like the devel opers of Donlin
Creek -- and | nentioned this to them-- NYAC, you talk to
all the old-tinmers that grew up in NYAC where they built a
town around the mne, they have nothing but good menories,
you know. The kids growi ng up there, you know, a school

everything, store. |'d like to see -- if this thing goes
forward, 1'd like to see it go that way, instead of the
shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off. It's hard on
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your famly, you know. That's all.

MR KUHLE: Thank you.

M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAVS: | had ny name for
a conment on there. Annie Lou WIlliams from Kal skag.

MR KUHLE: | mssed it, but please go
ahead. Go ahead. | sonehow missed it. |'msorry.

M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAMS: | was asked to
conment on the jobs for our young men and wonen, and
especially the ones that are com ng out of high school.
But the other concern that they had were the ones that
were fromthe ages of 19 and on up that need training and
need to go to school and get educated in the fields that
will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin. One
of the things that he said was woul d Aniak be a
possibility place where we can have peopl e coning and
training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy
equi pnent and the wel ders and all these other things that
need to be acconplished by our young nmen and woren in the
com ng future.

VWhat | saw earlier was 27 years. Just think how
many men and wonen and young adults can get an educati on,
get training and get into those positions. Because when
you go to a village right now, you | ook at an application,
and nost of the time they just say graduated from high
school. I'ma laborer or just menial jobs. And then all
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the other high-paid position jobs are fromout of our
villages. | would like to see that turn around where it
woul d show that the young nmen and women fromthe villages
are getting the jobs because what | heard was over 5,000
jobs or nore.

So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be
enough peopl e on the Kuskokwi mand the Yukon, and they
woul d have to go outside in order to get qualified workers
up at Donlin. If it's true or not, | have no idea. But
it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools wth
our communities up and down the Kuskokwi mand getting a
lot of this training besides all this other infornmation
that we are getting. Mybe Donlin can ook into this. |
know t hey have done a tremendous job of having workers on
and off at Donlin. So let's |ook at our other young nen
and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting
education to further enhancing their job skills instead of
just the | ow paying ones.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR RAYMOND PETERSON: Ray Peterson
Teachers here do know that | get -- when | get a chance to
talk to the students here about education, which is very,
very inportant, and we have qualified teachers that do all
of that. But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later
or sonething. And that don't work out. So in that
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category, you know, if they would just go right on, they
can figure out ways to get schol arshi ps and everyt hi ng,
and go get your education because once you | earn, nobody
can take it away fromyou. Like mne, electronics, | got
it. | got a degree in that, but | got so many other
things I've done in ny lifetinme.

And so I'd like to nore and nore cone see the
ki ds again, you know, because right now | have been
lacking, but I will doit. And grade school is where | go
to, also, tell themstories and |let them know what --
education, how inportant it is. Don't be lazy. Do it.
Thank you.

MR KUHLE: Thank you

MR. JON WARD: |'ve heard they are going
to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy
equi pnent training.

MR. KUHLE: Any final coments?

MR MARK MATTER | comment that | think
of the years living here -- Taylor knows. He used to |ive
here -- actually, |'ve sat alongside of himfighting for
subsi stence rights for the Board of Gane and everybody
el se that we do need sone devel opment out here, and m ning
is the best avenue. That's a given.

But | get just a little bit disillusioned when |
hear flipping reports about developing this mne fromthe
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big players. 1'd really love to see Barrick cone out here
and address this because they are the player. They are
the ones to get funding. W do need it. Mning is the
best thing for this area. There is nothing el se that
coul d even cone close to bring in the devel opment we need
for the young people, plain and sinple. So we have to
work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate
and get the mne going.

And we can still protect subsistence. The State
Is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities.
So I"msure they can be accommodating if their nmanagenent
plan is devel oped properly, or a new one.

And that's about all I've got to say. | would
like to see the major player come in and encourage us a
little bit.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. Anybody
el se?

MR. DARYL MCKINDY: Daryl MKindy. Al ong
with -- going with all the enploynent that woul d be going
around al so, out here in rural A aska we got a lot of -- a
| ot of educated people with operating skills, electrical
skills who are nonunion workers or not in a union. And as
soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be
inaunion to get work. So I'd like to see all the --
| ooking at other towns out here in rural A aska, also
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MR KUHLE: Al right. Thank you. Any
final comments? (kay. Thanks for coming. And again
there is nore information on our website,
donl i ngol dei s.com or you can feel free -- the contact
information | gave earlier, feel free to contact ne.
Thanks again for com ng.

MR. BRELSFORD: | wonder if | could take a
qui ck second and al so thanks a | ot for the fol ks who have
come tonight. Many of you knew ny famly when we were
here with young kids and so on, and you all have been
friends and fol ks who have held us up through sone
difficult tinmes. [It's wonderful to cone back. This is an
inportant project. |It's very inportant to cone and offer
the comments.

And peek over our shoul ders. Mke sure we are
doing a good job on this technical report. | look forward
to comng back to talk with you sonme nore. There were a
| ot of good issues, a |ot of very hel pful suggestions.

The fact sheet idea is one | want to go to work on.

| think it's been an enormously successful
evening together. | know neetings wear on folks. So
thank you very nuch for putting your effort together with
us tonight. This has been really val uable.

(Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m)
REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O oo ~NOoO O wWwN P

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 80

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tinme and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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1 APPE _A' RANGCES 1 Protection Agency in the Anchorage office. Andwearea
2 For US. Arny Corps of Engineers: . .
2 cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps
3 Don_Kuhl e . . . . .
Proj ect Manager 3 of Engineersin developing an environmental impact
4 For URS: 4 statement and to analyze the environmental impacts
> Tayl or Brel sford 5 associated with the Donlin Gold Project. So we are here
6 Proj ect Manager 6 to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so
7 Noxie Alexie  ordinator 7 that we can better evaluate those in the EI'S document.
8 For Bureau of Land Managenent: 8 Thanks.
9 Doug Bal | ou 9 MR. BRUNO: Jeff Bruno with the State of
10 Assi'stant Field Manager 10 Alaska. I'vegot acouple of people from the Department
11 For Alaska Departnent of Health and Social Services: |11 of Natura Resources. Jason with the pipeline office, he
12 Sarah_Yoder 12 can answer alot of questions about the pipeline. Sarah
13 For Alaska Department of Natural Resources: 13 Yoder with Health and Social Services, she'sworking with
14 Jeft Bruno 14 the health impact assessment on this project. And we are
15 State of Al aska Project Coordinator 15 here as a cooperating agency on the EI'S and here to answer
16 For U S. Environmental Protection Agency: 16 any of your questions and hear the comments. So please
17 ggg}(eg?nmor di nat o 17 ask usany questions you have.
18 18 MR. KUHLE: And our third-party
Taken by:
19 ) 19 contractor.
20 Mary A Vavrik, RWR 20 MR. BREL SFORD: I'm Taylor Brelsford, and
21 BE IT KNOMW that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |21 it's great to be back in Aniak after alot of years. I've
22 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before 22 now taken -- | work with URS Corporation, and we arethe
23 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |23 third-party contractor providing the technical backup to
24 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 24 the Army Corpsin preparing thisEIS.
25 25 MR. ALEXIE: My name's Moxie Alexie. |
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 work with Taylor as part of the EIS team. | work for URS
2 MR. BREL SFORD: Annie Lou, could weinvite 2 Environmental.
3 youto give an invocation and kind of put usin agood 3 MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: You want the tribes?
4 frame of mind for tonight? 4 Did you want the tribes?
5 (Invocation offered by Annie Lou Williams.) 5 MR. KUHLE: I'msorry. Sure. | didn't
6 MR. KUHLE: Good evening, and welcome to 6 realizewe had -- yes.
7 the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 7 MR. DAVE CANNON: I'm Dave Cannon. I'm
8 environmental impact statement, also known asan EIS. My 8 the environmental director with Native Village of
9 nameis Don Kuhle with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 9 Napaimute, and we are a cooperating agency.
10 and I'm the project manager for the EIS. We aso have a 10 MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: I'm LisaFeyereisen
11 number of cooperating agencies here who will participate 11 and I'm with Chuathbaluk Traditional Council, and we are a
12 inthe EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here. 12 cooperating agency.
13 So I'll take amoment and ask them to introduce 13 MR. MARK LEARY: I'm Mark. Everybody
14 themselves. 14 knows me, maybe.
15 MR. BALLOU: Good evening. | want to say 15 MR. KUHLE: Ready? Okay. Okay. Wewill
16 thank you for coming out tonight. My nameis Douglas 16 moveinto our program. Feel freeto ask any questions as
17 Badlou. I'mthe assistant field manager with the 17 wego aong. If youdo ask aquestion, though, please
18 Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Management, 18 identify yourself for the record so that our court
19 and our primary interest in this project isthe pipeline 19 reporter can get your name correctly. And also make sure
20 that will be covering about athird of federal land on its 20 that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has areference
21 way to Donlin. So I'll be available after the meeting if 21 to make sure she gets the spelling right.
22 you want to interact, have any questions. And again, 22 Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide
23 thanks for coming out. 23 you an idea of the topicsthat we will be covering. We
24 MR. JEN: Hi. Good evening. My nameis 24 have done the introductions, so the next topic isto talk

N
ol

Mark Jen. I'm with the United States Environmental

N
a1

about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EIS
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Page 6 Page 8
1 project milestones. After that we want to provide abasic 1 onthe sectionsthere. Do you have an act for aland
2 overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it. 2 management act? Because it's going to be on the land,
3 And then we will summarize afew issues as away of 3 too, you know.
4 inviting your comments on the project. And we encourage 4 MR. KUHLE: An act for the land
5 you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that. 5 management?
6 We are here tonight because Donlin Gold has 6 MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Isn't there
7 proposed an open pit gold mine located ten miles north of 7 something like for something affecting the land? Like up
8 Crooked Creek, which isacommunity on the Kuskokwim 8 on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting
9 River. Andin order to comply with the Nationa 9 theland and the way of --
10 Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers |10 MR. KUHLE: Wdl, thereisalot of
11 ispreparing an EISto identify and analyze the potential 11 different lawsthat are -- you know, have been enacted for
12 impacts. The Corpsis neither a proponent nor an opponent 12 protecting lands and waters.
13 of the project, and the EIS will be used in making permit 13 MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: | just seethe
14 decisions by the Corps and by other agencies. Scoping 14 water ison there.

15 meetings are the first step in the EI'S process. 15 MR. KUHLE: Yeah. That's because the
16 This map gives an orientation to the project 16 reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers,
17 area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 17 those are the two laws that we have jurisdiction under,
18 of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River. |18 and that's what brought usinto -- into the project and
19 It'saremote areawith little development to date and no 19 why we are doing the EIS, why we are the lead agency.
20 existing roadsto the region. The map shows that existing 20 Other agenciesthat are involved have their own
21 transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaskais 21 jurisdictions and will beissuing their own permits. The
22 concentrated in Southcentral Alaska. The proposed mine 22 State, for example, and BLM will have to issue right of
23 would require al new infrastructure, including roads, a 23 way permits for the pipeline. So there -- and under --
24 pipeline. All of that would be subject to permitting 24 under NEPA and under our other project review procedures,
25 before they could proceed. 25 we consider, you know, impacts to other resources besides
Page 7 Page 9
1 This map gives an idea of the logistics and 1 water, you know. Y ou know, interests-- and it would
2 supply links for the proposed mine. Transportation 2 include probably, you know, whatever land resources or
3 logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from the 3 vauesthat you are thinking about.
4 west coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in 4 MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: It would belike
5 Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then 5 animals, plantsand --
6 againtoriver bargesin Bethel. Cargo supplies would go 6 MR. KUHLE: Right. That will al be
7 to Bethel for transfer to the river barges. And fuel and 7 considered under the EIS. | think | -- well, I've
8 supplieswill be off-loaded at a new barge landing in 8 probably got just one morething. | think maybe | started
9 Jungjuk. A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in 9 saying this. I'm not sure. But in addition to complying
10 natura gasfor the mill. 10 with NEPA, the Corpsis also required to complete a public
11 So we are now going to turn to the EIS process, 11 interest review, and an analysis under section 404(b)(1)
12 and we will start with why an EISis prepared in the first 12 of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the
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place. The Nationa Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment. In this
case, Donlin Gold has submitted permit applications under
section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act. An issuance of these permits
would be amajor federa action and would require an EIS
to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
project.

The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
to make their permit decisions. And in addition -- yes.

MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: | have aquestion

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

least environmentally damaging practical aternative. And
we will incorporate the information necessary for these
determinationsin the EIS.

This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
the regional organization will work together on the EIS,
and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EI'S based
on their permitting responsibilities or specia expertise.
As an example, the project would occur on BLM and on State
of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to
issue right-of-way permits for the use of those lands.
And thetribal governments and the regional organization
are participating to contribute specialized knowledge
about the local area resources and land use.
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1 The Donlin Gold project will require alarge 1 be completed by October 2015. And the Corps of Engineers
2 number of federal permits and consultations, and this 2 and other agencies will use thefina EIS as part of their
3 dlide provides six examples. I'll mention two of them and 3 decisionmaking process and will prepare their own Records
4 invite you to read the rest of them yourselves. First, 4 of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.
5 since the project would place fill in wetlands and other 5 I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles.
6 waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make 6 Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period
7 section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not to 7 and review of the draft EIS. And those are the best
8 authorize thefill. And as another example, since a 8 opportunities for you to provide comments. Any comments
9 portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM 9 that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the

10 will need to evaluate the right-of-way application. You 10 draft EIS.

11 canfind amore comprehensive list of all the required 11 The purpose of the scoping period isto provide

12

permits in the Donlin Gold application on the project

12

information and to listen to residents in the affected
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Register on December 14th of last year. And so we -- the
scoping process began with the Notice of Intent, and it
will go through March 29, 2013. And part of that isthis
meeting here tonight. We have meetings and take comments.
Y ou can provide comments here and you can aso get
information and comments from our website and in
newsletters that go out. Comments and information that we
receive will be used to prepare the draft EIS, whichis
estimated to be finished by August 2014. That'sjust an
estimate at this point. It could change, but that's the
best estimate at this point.

Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have
another round of public hearings and a public review
period which will take comments on the draft. Those will
be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

13 website. 13 region. This can be broken down into four areas. First
14 This dide shows there are also many permits 14 isto shareinformation about the proposed project. And
15 required from the State of Alaska. Three departments of 15 wewill do thistonight shortly in our presentation. You
16 State government are noted here. For example, over 60 16 can also find information, as | said, on the website and
17 percent of the pipeline would be installed on State land, 17 inthe newdletters.
18 so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a 18 The second purpose is to provide information
19 right-of-way application. The Department of Environmental |19 about EIS milestones, and that's what we showed in the
20 Conservation has several responsibilities for water and 20 previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EIS
21 air quality permits. And the Department of Fish & Game 21 process. The next two are to identify issues and concerns
22 has permitting responsibilities to protect habitat. 22 toexaminein the EIS and to identify useful information
23 Some of you may be familiar already with the 23 from communities. And we are counting on you to help us
24 stepsin preparing an EIS, and the diagram at the right 24 with these last two. We would like to know what you would
25 side of our slide here shows six major steps that we will 25 liketo see addressed in the EIS and if you have any
Page 11 Page 13
1 be taking from now through November of 2015. The Record 1 information that we can use to make informed decisions.
2 of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was 2 Here is the schedule for scoping meetings. We
3 published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012. 3 areinthefirst round here where we are starting with
4 MR. BREL SFORD: Notice of Intent. The 4 villages closest to the project. The second week will be
5 Notice of Intent wasin December of 2011. 5 focused on the lower Kuskokwim River. The third week we
6 MR. KUHLE: What did | say? 6 will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Y ukon.
7 MR. BREL SFORD: Y ou said Record of 7 And thefinal round includes the middlie Y ukon and the
8 Decision. We are going to wrap up early, man. 8 upper Kuskokwim River.
9 MR. KUHLE: I'm sorry. Okay. The Notice 9 Thismap is abit busy, but the color scheme
10 of Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal 10 represents how many subregions of the project there arein

the project area, and they help to show how the scoping
plan was developed. For example, the orange dots show The
Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest the proposed
project. This subregion that we are holding mesetingsin,
Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site
and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub. For the
other subregions, meetings will similarly be held in the
subregional hubs.

We will stop hereto seeif anybody has any
questions to this point on the EI'S process.

MR. MARK MATTER: You said this mostly
concerns the pipeline? The Corps of Engineers, you are
just looking at the pipeline on the EIS?

MR. KUHLE: No, no. We arelooking at the
entire project. Pipelineisone part of it.
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1 MR. MARK MATTER: | guess my question 1 land management plans.
2 would befor DNR. Arethey relooking at the Kuskokwim 2 So in some of the permit application materias
3 AreaManagement Plan on this study or not? Because we 3 from Donlin, thereis actually afairly detailed listing
4 have aKuskokwim Area Management Plan, and | just wonder | 4 of what the land management plans are that would affect
5 how that's being addressed in this process. 5 permit decisions for the pipeline and the mine site and
6 MR. KUHLE: Soyou are asking if the 6 then down on the transportation corridor to Jungjuk.
7 State -- 7 So land use planning is one layer of background
8 MR. MARK MATTER: DNRis-- 8 information that has to be considered in the permit
9 MR. BRUNO: They arelooking at it. It's 9 decisions.
10 intheir queue. | think it's the next one that they are 10 MR. MARK MATTER: It'sjust my hope that
11 supposed to be taking alook at. No guaranteeson this, 11 they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on
12 but I think thisis going to push it to a priority for 12 looking to say it'saviolation of our existing management
13 themiswhat | have beentold. And that'sthe RADS 13 plan and postpone it another couple years or something
14 department isthe name of them. They are the ones that 14 along thoselines. In other words, get the lead out and
15 runtheareaplan, soitissupposed to -- thisis going 15 not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it
16 to push up their priorities. 16 violatesthe plan or not, | guess.
17 MR. DAVE CANNON: How long does something 17 MR. BREL SFORD: Good discussion. Thank
18 likethat take? 18 you. Other questions about the EIS?
19 MR. JASON WAL SH: It takes three to four 19 MR. JON WARD: Jon Ward from Aniak. |
20 yearsroughly for an area plan from its beginning to its 20 have lived here many, many years. Whereis Jungjuk?
21 completion. 21 MR. KUHLE: | don't believe thereis
22 MR. MARK MATTER: | understand that you 22 anything thereright now. It's -- you would -- you could
23 haven't started yet. It would have to be started in order 23 look at the map here. There would be a 30-mile road
24 for the State to issue permits and stuff. 24 constructed from Jungjuk to the mine site. It's downriver
25 MR. BRUNO: They would not start that to 25 from Crooked Creek. | don't know exactly how many river
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issue the permits.

MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: Arethey two
independent processes or are they overlapping?

MR. BRUNO: They are two independent
processes.

MR. JASON WAL SH: The State doesn't need
the areaplan -- if thereis an existing area plan, that
plan stands until such time that the new area plan has
been adopted. So any permitting that's going to be issued
will use the old plan as guidance.

MR. DAVE CANNON: When was that plan done
though, the existing plan?

MR. JASON WAL SH: | don't know.

MR. BRUNO: I can find that out for you.

MR. JASON WAL SH: It'son their website,
and I'm sure -- | would guessit'sin the mid '80s. But
itison their website.

MR. BREL SFORD: The questionis: What
kind of land management plans would govern decisions for
the entire project? And the Kuskokwim AreaPlanis one
very good example, but there are several other management
plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for example, that
would also -- State land management plans, and then the
BLM has aland management plan. And in each case the
permit decisions would have to act in concert with the
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miles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek. And it
would require a 30-mile road from there to the mine site.

MR. JON WARD: The old government cabin,
they call it?

MR. KUHLE: I'm not sure what's there.

MR. MARK LEARY: It'sup around the bend
from Oskawalik.

MR. RAY PETERSON: | think it's the area
below -- around Canoe Village area over, right? Thisside
of Horn Mountain.

MR. BRIAN KUHLE: Brian Stephanoff from
Russian Mission. I've got a question about the EIS
process. It seemswhen | looked at the map that it
crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim. |
counted five. And | waswondering if salmon habitat has
also been pulled into question within this EIS.
Furthermore, crossing over salmon streams and going back
to indigenous knowledge, indigenous land use, will these
rights-of-way on the roads affect or limit the traditional
and customary uses over these landscapes and waterways or
that will hinder the -- afamily's ability within these
nearby communities to go and freely harvest their foods,
these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?

MR. KUHLE: Wédll, | guessyour first
question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the salmon
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1 fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS. 1 technical study areas prior to the permitting. So there
2 And traditional and customary uses will be also considered 2 isactualy afairly thorough -- an effort at a
3 intheEIS. If you have any specific information 3 comprehensive study of cultural resources along the
4 regarding a specific salmon run or afishery or your own 4 project area. That then becomes a section in the EIS, and
5 persona use, | would encourage you to submit those 5 it'sevaluated for the risks of the project activitiesto
6 commentsto us, you know, either on our website or we will 6 those cultural resources. And then finally there are
7 tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the 7 protective measures or mitigation measures, and these can
8 number of ways you can submit your comments. But you 8 even be permit conditions, like Don was just saying, where
9 know, we would like to know about any information you have | 9 thereisaprotocol for the proper handling of any
10 inthoseregards. 10 discovered cultural resources, unanticipated discoveries.
11 MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Russian Missionis |11 And those do often include consultation with local
12 on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed. Andlooking |12 communities. Thereis actually separate legislation and
13 at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and |13 consultation requirements regarding cultural resources.
14 Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up 14 So | think you are raising agood point. And
15 the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many 15 the answer isthat thisis atopic well within the EIS.
16 peopleliving along the lower Yukon. Salmon habitat is 16 MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Thank you.
17 asoavery important and critical issue. | believe that 17 MR. DAVE CANNON: Question on if anybody
18 some of -- some of the five species of salmon here to date 18 wantsto delve into the baseline information, the streams
19 have been on the affected list. I'm not sureif they are 19 that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or
20 athreatened species or impacted species, but -- 20 wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?
21 MR. KUHLE: I guess| can assure you we 21 MR. KUHLE: Have you been on our website
22 arenot going to limit our evaluation to one side of the 22 yet?
23 divide. We are not going to limit it to the Kuskokwim 23 MR. DAVE CANNON: | have, yeah.
24 drainage. We will consider the Y ukon drainage, as well. 24 MR. BREL SFORD: So I think the answer to
25 MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Onelast comment. |25 that isat the current time the baseline studies report,
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When digging for any kind of soil and you runinto a
burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural
patrimony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian
Mission and Aniak have these longstanding ties that
predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of
10,000 years. Soit would be niceif -- if any kind of --
if these types of questions aso be included inthe EIS
because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for
example, a spear point or run into human remains, it would
be best to include these villagers that aretied in
ancestrally to these grounds.

MR. KUHLE: Yeah. | guess| can say that,
you know, when we issue permits, that we include
conditionsthat if they encounter any cultural resources,
that they stop to allow them to be evaluated, that they
notify us. | guess|'m not sureif | followed your entire
question. Areyou also asking that local villages be
notified, aswell, or do you just want us to be aware that
those exist?

MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Thisfree and
informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a
human remain, if thereisapossibility. That'sall | was
commenting on.

MR. BREL SFORD: So Don, I think it's
helpful to mention that cultural resources are one of the
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the environmental evaluation document is not quite
complete. So the EIS team is working with parts of that
report. Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating
agencies. And thisisadescription of the baseline
studies, baseline conditions. Then there is another
chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential
impacts asit's viewed by the specialists with Donlin
Gold, with the applicant.

My understanding is once that complete report is
available, we would post it on the website. That would
become a publicly available document. So when it's
completed -- and that's not along time from now -- when
the complete document is available, it isto be posted on
the website.

MR. RYAN MARONEY: Thisis Ryan Maroney.
Would the actual data be posted, as well, or only the
report and analysis of the data?

MR. KUHLE: I think -- I'm not sure
exactly which data you are interested in, but | believe
that, you know, the wetlands data was, like, seven
gigabytes of data, and | think we decided that if anybody
wanted it they could request it and we would find away to
get it to them. Asfar asother data, | guess --

MR. RYAN MARONEY: My question was
specifically al of it because during the time of
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1 collection requests were made to Donlin to share that 1 components.
2 information, and they said they would share it at the time 2 MR. KUHLE: Okay. We will move now to a
3 that they filed the permit. So | wasjust curiousif that 3 summary of the mining project proposed by Donlin Gold.
4 would be shared viathe Corps or separately. 4 Donlin Gold is a50/50 partnership between two large
5 MR. KUHLE: Our intent isto make data 5 international mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.
6 available. If it's not on the website yet, we will try to 6 And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands owned by
7 getit onthere. If it'stoo much -- like | said, seven 7 two Alaska Native corporations. The Calista Corporation
8 gigabytes of data. But if you wanted to review that, we 8 isthe subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is
9 would find away to make it available to you. 9 the surface owner. Asyou can seeg, it'savery large
10 MR. BREL SFORD: So thisis a detail 10 project. They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of
11 question we need to be alittle careful and do this 11 gold per year for atime frame of 27 and a half years of
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step-wise. Donisfirst referring to the wetlands permit
application, and it has quite extensive data on the
wetlands. That isapublic document. And we haven't
posted it on the website because of the size, but we
invite special requests. And we are able to transmit the
permit applications.

When a company goes to the government and says
we want to build something, do something, that permit and
all of its datain the permit is a public document. Now,
the technical studies underlying the environmental
evaluation report, | don't actually know the current
status of whether all those technical studies are slated
for release or not. But | think what's helpful tonight is
to take it as a scoping comment and for usto evaluate and
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production. And they will be processing 59,000 tons of
ore each day.

We have aready noted that Donlin Gold would be
located in aremote part of the state stretching from Cook
Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley. Thisareaishometo some
66 communities that might be affected by the project. In
many communities the project might affect lands and
resources that are used for subsistence and other
livelihood activities. This project will face an
extensive set of lega requirements, including many
permits and many agencies involved.

The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a
time line from exploration through closure. Donlin has
worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
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explore whether all of the technical studies, the
environmental baseline studies could be released and what
the mechanism for that might be.

But | don't want usto get out -- | don't want
to answer a question that we don't really know the answer
to. Solet'streat it as arequest as a question that
would be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and
the EIS leadership.

| think you have got another question.

MR. PETE DRONKERS: Pete Dronkers. 1'd
like to second that in terms of every piece of baseline
data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access format
on-line for people because one problem isthat certain
documents are sometimes available, but certain ones are
very difficult to comeby. And | know seven gigabytesis
alot, but it can be broken down. If thereisawill,
thereisaway to do that. And so I'd like to make that a
scoping comment, as well, that every piece of information
that's available to any agency personnel internally should
also be available to anybody €else.

MR. BREL SFORD: Duly noted.

MR. KUHLE: I'll take that under
consideration. Any other questions?

MR. BREL SFORD: Maybe we are ready to move
on. The next section is going to be the project and its
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for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
applications, and we are now starting the three-year
permitting period, the first step of which is the scoping
meetings. That's why we are here tonight for a scoping
meeting.

At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits. If
permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
reclamation. Thisincludes decommissioning the mill
facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility
and the waste rock storage facilities. The landswould be
recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.

I'll turn to the major components of the
project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline system. It would be a cold pipe.
It would not generate heat and would not damage the
permafrost.

Where it crosses eight magjor rivers, the
pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
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1 horizontal directiona drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 1 River to anew barge landing that would be constructed at

2 center photo on the top of the slide. Thistechnique 2 Jungjuk, and from there they would be taken by -- there

3 would be used among the other crossings to be used to 3 would be anew 30-mile road to the mine site. Also at the

4 cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River. 4 mine site would be, or near the mine site, a new

5 The image of ablock valve on the right side of 5 5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mine site would be a

6 the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not 6 40-million-gallon diesdl storage facility.

7 befenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to 7 Thisisthe proposed barge landing at Jungjuk.

8 subsistence uses areas. The right-of-way would be brushed 8 And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank

9 every ten yearsto provide continued access for monitoring 9 and about 1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for atotal
10 and maintenance by Donlin Gold. The construction process |10 of 26 acres.
11 would not create aroad aong the right-of-way. The 11 MR. JACQUESLONGPRE: Jacques Longpre.
12 design would allow access, but after construction, no 12 How much barge traffic would be expected?
13 improved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water 13 MR. KUHLE: I'm going to get to that here
14 crossings. 14 injusta--
15 This slide shows the pipeline would start at 15 MR. BREL SFORD: Good question. Here comes
16 Beluga, crossthe Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west 16 theanswer.
17 aong the foothills of the Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim |17 MR. KUHLE: Okay. The Donlin Gold project
18 River Valley, continue west to the mine site at Crooked 18 would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim River to
19 Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State 19 transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to
20 lands, 34 percent BLM lands, ten percent Native 20 power the large mining equipment and trucks at the mine.
21 corporation land. 21 And the fuel barges would be double-hulled. There would
22 If you would note the blue segments where an 22 be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be
23 dternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge 23 about three barge tow passings per day. It would be most
24 and the Alaska Range. Thiswould separate from the 24 likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any
25 origina proposal at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary 25 given day. Therewould be four barges per tow. It would
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alignment at milepost 150. Donlin Gold has recently
notified the Corps that this aternative is under
consideration, and they will be examining it during
geotechnical investigations this coming summer.

This slide shows the project components at the
minesite. And I'd like to highlight three of those.
Number one on the slide is the open pit which would
eventually cover 1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mileslong,
one milewide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the
mine life.

Number two is the tailings impoundment,
technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.

It would cover about 2,350 acres. That would be about
three and a half square miles. And thetailings are the
powder-like material that's left after the gold has been
removed in the mill.

Number three is the waste rock facility, which
would cover about 2,300 acres. And the waste rock isthe
rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.

These magjor facilities support the mill and
would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

Thisis an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. The project would require new or expanded
port facilitiesin Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to
river barges. The barges would proceed up the Kuskokwim
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be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58
fuel barge tows per season. Cargo barges will carry 550
tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons

each. And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and
the number of barge loads would be roughly the same during
both the construction and the operations periods.

MR. DAVE CANNON: So just about anywhere
you are on the river thereis a chance you will see three
barges a day whether you are --

MR. KUHLE: Three barge tows. Each tow
would have four barges, yes.

MR. DAVE CANNON: At any given point on
theriver, if you wereto stay there, every day on average
you would see three, two up, one down and vice versa?

MR. KUHLE: That's my understanding, yes.

MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: How are they
analyzing the impacts of that traffic on the -- | mean, is
there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they
analyzing the impact of that on the river, the silt, the
fish, et cetera, et cetera?

MR. KUHLE: I think agood part of that
will be based on comments that are -- that we receive on
the concerns that are out there, and --

MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: Thereisno --

MR. KUHLE: I don't know offhand. |
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1 expect maybe Taylor probably knows better than | do what's 1 additiona discussion?
2 been done so far. 2 MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: I'm just wondering
3 MR. BREL SFORD: Only because I'm five 3 if you could point out where | could find it.
4 pages ahead in the study plansthan Donis. But thereis 4 MR. BREL SFORD: Y ou have Chapter 3asa
5 actually an analysis. This could be broken into severa 5 cooperating agency, the environmental effects document in
6 components. The physical component which would look at 6 Chapter 3. Soit'sgoing to be towards the front of itin
7 hydrology, erosion and sedimentation effects of barge 7 the section on the physical environment for erosion and
8 traffic. Sothereisabaseline study having to do with 8 sedimentation, some of theriver hydrology baseline
9 erosion and sedimentation in the Kuskokwim River. Then 9 material.
10 the biological component would be the potential for 10 George, go ahead.
11 impacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to 11 MR. GEORGE MORGAN: George Morgan from
12 wildlife. And | don't remember abaseline. | don't know 12 Kalskag. We have three or four barge linesin theriver

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be
analyzed in the EIS. And then the third category would be
displacement of existing uses. So river travel,

commercia fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would
be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic

would have.

So thereis some base -- it would be good to say
some of the baseline data has been examined and it forms
the foundation for this analysis and estimate of impacts
that will come in the draft EIS.

MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: So wherein the
thousands and thousands and thousands of pagesis that
analysisfound? In Chapter 3?
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dready. My concernis, where do they dump their water
and sewer in the barges? Right now they just dump them
into theriver. Isthisgoing to be apolicy here where
you don't dump into the river, have septic tanks or you
can go to villages and dump your water and sewer. Don't
dump it into theriver. That's my concern.

MR. BREL SFORD: Good comment. | think
Mark was next.

MR. MARK LEARY: Mark Leary, Napaimute.
Just alittle bit | know, Lisa, they had people ride the
Crowley barge on afew trips collecting information.
That's how they built some of the planning. That's what
little bit I know.
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MR. BREL SFORD: I'm trying to remember
where | read this and when. So the environmental
evaluation document baseline conditions does have a
section with some diagrams and maps of the erosion and
sedimentation dynamics in the Kuskokwim River. They aso
in the biological section have a set of observations about
birds and some other wildlife under baseline conditionsin
the Kuskokwim River occurrence, frequency, distribution as
itisnow. And that would then be the basis for the
future, the estimate of change.

MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: | guess| don't know
if I'm articulating myself. My questionis: Did they do
abaseline study by following abarge up theriver and see
what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do
they just do a study that these are how many birds we have
at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?
How did they analyze the impact of the barge?

MR. BRELSFORD: So | haven't seen the
effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects
document. | was only responding to the question about
what kind of baseline material was there. We have got
some follow-up questions, so | want to be courteousin
this. George had his hand up in a second and then we can
come back to you, Mark, if that's okay. And Lisa, arewe
good for asecond? We may have to come back to thisin

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRRRRRRRRRR
O DN WNROOOWNO®ONWNEPRO

Page 33

MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: AnnieLou
Williams from Kalskag. Correct meif I'm hearing wrong,
but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you
will be seeing them wherever you are?

MR. KUHLE: No, you wouldn't -- you
couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.

MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: No, | meanif |
wasin Bethel or if | wasin Aniak or even in Kalskag |
would see three a day come by no matter where | was?

MR. KUHLE: If you sat on the bank for 24
hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either
up or down.

MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: And then three
more coming down the next day?

MR. KUHLE: No. It might be two up and
one down or one up and two down most likely, | suppose.
That would be the most likely scenario.

MR. DAVE CANNON: Annie asked youif the
next day you would see the three again. Every day three
would go by.

MR. KUHLE: No, you know, that's -- |
think if you add up the total estimated amount, they have
alowed some for logistics and, you know, it probably
won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you
know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational
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1 planis, as| understand it, would alow -- that would be 1 | think | can say generally that the subject matter
2 themost likely scenario. 2 specialists operate from their literatures, and those
3 MR. MARK LEARY: Onething they learned -- 3 would be case studies and other comparable examples that
4 and I'd like to hear more about it -- is there are some 4 would alow them to make a reasoned estimate for the
5 spotsthey can't get through with afour-barge tow. They 5 impactsinthiscase. Sowe will make note of your
6 haveto stop, break two off, push two through, come back, 6 emphasis on comparative cases. And then | think that's
7 get the other two. 7 something that the subject matter folks are likely to do
8 MR. KUHLE: Okay. | guess|'m not aware 8 anyway, but thiswould be away to emphasize the
9 of that. | would ask that you make a comment to that, you 9 importance of it.
10 know, submit that comment to us one way or another, 10 So then we had Mark, and then Raymond Peterson.
11 either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the 11 SoMark, go ahead.
12 website or email it to me so that we can be sure to get 12 MR. MARK MATTER: | would like the EISto
13 that into the record. 13 address any future dredging that may be necessary in some
14 MR. BREL SFORD: Let me respond to this, 14 of the shallow water processes. It would be good to have
15 and then we will continue the questions. Thereis 15 that addressed ahead of time, the impacts that's going to
16 actualy atransportation plan that is mentioned in one of 16 be and what's the extent of any dredging that might take
17 the permit documents. It was not completed as of the end 17 plece.
18 of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details. What 18 MR. BREL SFORD: Raymond, please.
19 weareproviding hereisreally a pretty rough estimate, 19 MR. RAYMOND PETERSON: Ray Peterson, local
20 but I do know that a more detailed plan for the 20 resident, former riverboat pilot. So | know, you know,
21 transportation processis under preparation. And when 21 you have got so much traffic going up and down, | never
22 that'savailable, it would be posted on the website the 22 hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you
23 same as the other permit application documents. So | 23 know, because that's important before you do all your
24 think thereis still alot to learn about the details of 24 trafficking. And then theriver changes so much. And

N
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the barging process.

N
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every year water drops or water raises. And that's when
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Many of the comments tonight belong in the
record as scoping questions that need to be examined. We
need to look more deeply into this and have much more
information about it by the time we get to the EIS.

So there was -- | think Jacques was in line for
asecond, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then
Raymond Peterson.

MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Areyou guysgoing
to compare other rivers that have experienced large growth
like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?

MR. KUHLE: Other riversthat have --

MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Wédll, sincewe
haven't seen this growth before, maybe thereis other
riversin Alaska or throughout the country that have
experienced barge growth, | guess, that you might be able
to compare to.

MR. KUHLE: | mean, I'm not aware -- |
haven't seen all the studies on that so far.

MR. BRELSFORD: Again, we are at an early
stage. We are gathering input to guide the EIS, so |
think it's avery helpful question as a scoping comment.

MR. JACQUESLONGPRE: I'm sure we are not
the first river to see agrowth in traffic.

MR. BREL SFORD: And you are suggesting
there ought to be a comparative analysis with other cases.
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you have to bereal careful on what you do on your
churning, you know, on the fish we have. So be very
careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you
have your GPS. We use the eye and know theriver. And
now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge
systems next.

MR. BREL SFORD: Thank you.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: Allen Simeon from
Aniak. Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got
20 blockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross
how many rivers? I'm wondering, are you going to be
having those before and/or after each river? And how much
pressureisin that pipeline? And do you have a storage
areato hold off anything else that you have to divert in
case thereis a breakage? Because this 300-and-some mile
of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure
in thereif thereis a breakage.

MR. KUHLE: | don't know that their
position -- they're not positioned --

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: You're going to be
hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some
sort of aprocess. Now, you are going to get gas over
there. What if something happensto that gas?

MR. KUHLE: The pipeline -- one of our
cooperating agenciesis the Pipeline Hazardous and --
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1 MR. BREL SFORD: Hazardous Materials -- 1 anaccident like that?
2 MR. KUHLE: Hazardous Materials and Safety 2 MR. KUHLE: Wédll, it does have emergency
3 Administration. And I'm sure that they will look at that 3 vaves. And again, one of the cooperating agenciesisthe
4 in great detail. 4 Pipeline Hazardous Materias and Safety Administration,
5 MR. ALLEN SIMEON: Another questioniis, 5 and that'stheir bailiwick. That'swhat they will be
6 you guysgot al this storage and all these fuel things, 6 analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.
7 and by rule they don't have to contain the whole amount 7 MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Would they be
8 that's stored there. And over there at Crooked Creek 8 based out of Anchorage and be flying to these locations,
9 there, if thereisarupture, that's a tremendous amount 9 or arethere going to be roadways to them, or how would
10 of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked 10 they accessit?
11 Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of 11 MR. KUHLE: How are they going to access
12 Alaska. | just want to bring that up. 12 itif thereisaaccident?
13 MR. KUHLE: That's agood comment, and we 13 MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Yeah, the pipeline
14 will make sure that that's examined. 14 ingeneral.

NNDNDNNMNNRE R PP
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MR. MARK MATTER: [inaudible] at SHAW last
spring doing some paperwork for our mining operation, and
they were told | guess through NovaGold, because they have
ahistory of saying all kinds of things, that they were
planning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before
they started bringing gas for their gas product. Anybody
heard anything about that?

MR. KUHLE: I haven't heard anything about
that.

MR. MARK MATTER: | mean, these are
federal agencies. They told usthat.

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
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MR. KUHLE: I imagine they would -- in
their permits would establish procedures but, you know,
that would be up to them. And it would be addressed in
the EIS.

MR. BREL SFORD: So the pipelinedesignis
to prevent arelease, and then the protective measuresin
the permit conditions define the drill -- there will be an
emergency response plan that outlines what materials are
staged, prestaged and how they would be mobilized, what
kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on
any spill response. So we are sort of delvingin -- |
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MR. BREL SFORD: | think we can say loud
and clear that the application is for anatural gas
pipeling, full stop. Thereisnothing in the plan of
development for the natural gas pipeline that talks about
any other fuel resources being transported init. And we
have said a number of times today that the -- this process
islegaly driven, that the permit application triggers an
EIS. The EISisacomprehensive analysis. Ultimately
there are permit decisions, and if those decisions are
positive, there are detailed permit conditions. | think
many of you are somewhat familiar with the details that go
with aright-of-way grant or other kind of permits.

So thereis not going to be bait and switch on
something of that sort. The application isbinding. The
legal decisions, the permit decisions are binding in that
respect.

MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: | had questions
about that pipeline, aso. You know, it'smy
understanding natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and
they are --

MR. KUHLE: Pressurized, yes.

MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Yeah, they are
high pressure. | was working on the Slope working on the
pipeline and stuff. When they rupture, they rupture
violently. What kind of emergency response do we have for
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think it's helpful to ask will the EIS address these

things, and the answer is yes, these are standard elements
of an EIS. And your asking the question makesit al the
more important that we address it really thoroughly in the
ElIS.

So we are very early in this. | hope folks were
paying attention. Thisis athree-year project before the
EISiscompleted. After scoping in this next month, the
technical teams go to work for over ayear to put together
the draft EIS. It comesout in late summer of 2014. And
then you have another chance to look and seeiif the
questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough
review and provided good answers. If they didn't, you get
another chance to say, wait a minute, I'm not satisfied
with that answer in the draft. | want more attention on
this and that, and that becomes the basis for the final
EISin thelast year.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: This 314-mile pipeline,
no matter what you do or wherever it's a, you are going
to lose your pressure coming between here and there. And
what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the
rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be
people there to actually monitor that or what's going to
happen?

MR. KUHLE: | believethereisjust --
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1 thereis one pressure compression station located towards 1 MR. BRELSFORD: So | think damage to
2 the beginning closer to Cook Inlet. | don't recall the 2 permafrost and the potential implications of horizontal
3 exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline. 3 directional drilling on river erosion, these are some
4 Thereisjust one compression station. 4 scoping questionsthat Allen israising for us. Jacques
5 MR. ALLEN SIMEON: That'sgoing to be a 5 and then Mark and then Ryan.
6 tremendous amount of pressurein the very beginning before 6 MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Would Donlin be
7 it can get al the way over there to reach the end. And 7 paying for the pipeline project or -- I'm not sure how
8 I'vewitnessed this at Alpine with afuel line and what 8 that would work.
9 they haveto dojust to go six mileswith fuel. And | was 9 MR. BREL SFORD: | know you know the
10 wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start 10 answer. We all know the answer to that.
11 off with. 11 MR. KUHLE: It'stheir pipeline.
12 MR. BREL SFORD: So let me suggest thison 12 MR. JACQUESLONGPRE: I'djust liketo
13 one of the -- when we wrap up, we can pull up the plan of 13 make arequest as part of the permitting process that
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development and look it up. I'm not quick enough on that
detail to haveit in my head, but | know how we can look
it up. Sowewill do that together, Allen, before we
leave tonight. | couldn't happen to remember there was
one compression station, and it'sin about milepost 15 or
20. It'searly in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.
And according to the design, that is sufficient to
power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the
range and out to the Kuskokwim Valley.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: And then the horizontal
drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the
Kuskokwim River and up on the other side, isthat correct?

14
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there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook
into the pipeline as part of the deal. And that if the
State grants the permits, it seems like it would be a
tragedy to have this pipeline go al the way -- to come
this close without having the option of us hooking into
it.

MR. KUHLE: For the purpose of the EIS, we
are not going to evaluate all that. What's the term?

MR. BREL SFORD: Common carrier.

MR. KUHLE: Common carrier ismy
understanding. Would be a common carrier and, you know, |
guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to
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MR. BREL SFORD: Correct.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: And who isgoing to do
that? 1'm just wondering.

MR. BREL SFORD: It'savery good question.
All of the construction -- we are at the permitting stage.
If the permits are issued, then Donlin would set out in
the construction phase. And | think, generally speaking,
they select contractors to do this kind of work. The
pipeline plan of development actually has quite a bit of
detail about the phases, what would occur each year and
starting at two different ends. So we could peek at some
of that. We certainly don't know the names of contractors
that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done
generally by contractors.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: Thereason | ask that
is, I'm familiar with that. | seen that at Alpine when
they went underneath the river. And they had to run
portable generators just to keep the ground from thawing
out. Now, | don't know what kind of problems we are going
to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running
the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any
kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially
going under rivers because the river erodes by itself
regardless every year. And assisting itin any way |
think might create more problems.
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delveinto details of that as part of the EIS.

MR. BREL SFORD: So the regulatory status
of this pipeline, when they use the term common carrier,
it means that any party can ask to transport gas. That
pipeline does not belong to one party and that company --

MR. JACQUESLONGPRE: They arejust
building it.

MR. BREL SFORD: They build it, they
install it. They obviously have the primary use of it,
but a common carrier pipelineis available for other
parties. So the Middle Kuskokwim Electric Co-op, some
other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes
of power generation in the Kuskokwim Valley.

As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into
alot of scenarios about that, but thereis akey answer
to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that
pipeline would be a common carrier.

| forgot who was next. | think Mark and then
Ryan.

MR. MARK LEARY: Mark Leary. | have some
good questions. 1've learned alittle bit about it. |
wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the
Kuskokwim. And if | remember right | might be off a
little bit. 1t's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to
be way below the bottom of theriver. It'sgoingtobein
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1 the bedrock. 1 MR. KUHLE: It'sontherecord, but |
2 My question was back to barging. At the meeting 2 guess|'mjust trying to be very thorough and ask people
3 in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard 3 to, you know --
4 declined to be a cooperating agency. But if this goes 4 MR. RYAN MARONEY: | just wanted to make
5 forward, will we expect to see more permanent Coast Guard 5 sureif they brought it up now that it was considered and
6 presenceon theriver? 6 if they didn't get to the web or submit it or write a
7 MR. KUHLE: Because of the additional 7 letter later --
8 bargetraffic? 8 MR. KUHLE: Itwill al betranscribed and
9 MR. MARK LEARY: Yeah. 9 dl theissuesthat are raised in the meetings will be
10 MR. KUHLE: That would be up to them, | 10 addressed.
11 guess. I'mnot -- | can't speak for the Coast Guard. | 11 MR. BRELSFORD: Let me proposethisina
12 don't know. It'snot -- | guessif you feel thereis 12 minute. We have got just one or two more slides on the
13 hazards that they need to somehow monitor or control or 13 project description, and then we want to go to issues. So
14 regulate, then | guessthat'sacomment 1'd ask you to get 14 Mark, work with us. We will take the question now, but
15 into therecord here. 15 let's keep track of the -- we have some more thingsto
16 MR. MARK LEARY: It seemslike we dl 16 cover.
17 behave better when the cops are around. 17 MR. MARK MATTER: So help meinthe
18 MR. BREL SFORD: Let'sdon't lose sight of 18 process. You said you are going to proceed with this EIS
19 thefact, just because they don't step forward asa 19 on the understanding that there will be no access -- did |
20 cooperating agency and come every other week to ameeting, |20 hear that earlier -- of this corridor? No public access.
21 they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation. 21 Did | hear that earlier?
22 SoDon | think said last night, and | really want to 22 MR. KUHLE: No.
23 underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a 23 MR. BREL SFORD: I think it's the opposite.
24 responsibility in terms of navigational aids and 24 | think what this slide showed is that the pipeline
25 navigation in the navigable waterways. And that doesn't 25 corridor is not fenced off, so that there are afew -- the
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go away. Later in the stage we expect them to get alot
more engaged in the EI'S and in the permitting process to
understand specific legal responsibilities that they might
have. Not so much now, but later on when we get to this
navigation question, that is one where the Coast Guard has
some legal obligations.

MR. MARK LEARY: We can expect the route
to be buoyed every year?

MR. BRELSFORD: | don't know the extent,
the exact configuration of their involvement iniit. |
don't think we know that for now.

MR. KUHLE: You could certainly make --
you know, like | said, get your comments and questions
into the record, and as we look into these, we will work
with the Coast Guard and get their responses. And those
could be included in the draft.

MR. RYAN MARONEY: My nameis Ryan
Maroney, and | just had a question about the process. If
the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is
this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally,
isthat considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you
should bring that forward on the website or submit it, but
if people say it right now, isthat considered on the
record, or are you just encouraging them to put more
detail into a second comment?
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compressor station, some of the safety valves are fenced
in aten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature
isnot fenced. Itisnot abarrier to travel traditional
uses across the landscape. The last part of what Don said
isthereisno industrial road that is constructed for the
purpose of building the pipeline. It will be demobilized.
All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area
that's brushed every ten years. And that'sfor the
purposes of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for
monitoring.

MR. MARK MATTER: What about snowmachines?

MR. BRELSFORD: Actudly, it'savery
important point. | think we do understand that on the
Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access from the west
side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an
important potential issue about security to some of the
facilities and displacement of uses. And | don't think we
have all the answers on that yet. | think there is still
alot to learn about what public uses might turn out to be
on acleared right-of-way of that sort. But | think on
the Kuskokwim Valley side, starting with the questions
that our friend from Russian Mission raised, the key is
that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional land
uses on the Kuskokwim side of the range.

MR. JASON WAL SH: Excuse me, Taylor.
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1 Thereisalot of questions about the pipeline. And if 1 response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.
2 dfter the meeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have 2 Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
3 questions about the State's authority and how we will 3 and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
4 issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that 4 subsistence and traditional land uses. The proposed
5 right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State land and 5 project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this
6 what that means, common carrier access or otherwise, you 6 10,000 would be at the mine site and related
7 can cometalk to me. I'll be happy to answer your 7 infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline. These areas would
8 questions so we can not bog it down here. 8 beimpacted by excavating, filling, vegetation removal and
9 MR. KUHLE: Other infrastructure includes 9 other disturbances. And 6,900 of these acres would be
10 aconstruction camp. It would have 2,500 bedswhich would |10 wetlands. There would be habitat loss or reduced habitat
11 support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs. 11 vauesfor fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by
12 Thisincludes some smaller remote camps for the pipeline 12 the project and aswell as habitat loss that could also be
13 construction, aswell. The permanent camp would have 600 |13 direct disturbance of individual animals. We have talked
14 beds and support aworkforce of up to 1,400 employees 14 quite abit about barge traffic so far. And subsistence
15 working shifts, meaning that only about half of the total 15 and traditional land uses would also be affected by the
16 workforce would be on site at any given time. 16 loss of land through devel opment.
17 So we are back to questions on the project 17 Here are some more examples of issues and
18 description. Or should we move on and wrap it up? | 18 concerns. These are focused on the communities, cultural
19 guesswe will keep going. 19 resources and recreation. Community life would be
20 So we mentioned earlier the purpose of the 20 affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and
21 scoping meetingsisto identify issues and concerns. One 21 1,400 permanent employees. There would be new employment
22 major issueis-- I'm sorry. One mgjor areaiswater 22 and income brought into the area, but also many effects on
23 resources. Streams and other surface waters would be 23 community and human health. Cultural resources, both
24 diverted away from and around the mining activitiesin 24 archeological and historic, that exist in the area might
25 order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination. 25 bedisturbed or destroyed. And recreation and visua

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 51

Ground water would be consumed as part of the mining
process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streams.
Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
streams. Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
could generate acid or leach metals. So, waste rock,
tailings and other runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contaminating the waters outside of the
mine site.

Air quality isaso important, and this slide
shows some examples of issues that we expect. There would
be severa sources of emissions, including alarge number
of large mining vehicles, 227-megawatt power plant, dust
generated by removing and processing the overburden, waste
rock and the ore.

Climate change is a growing concern and will
need to be considered as large amounts of hydrocarbons
will be burned. Mercury will be looked at in several
areas. Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury
could be released by exposing it during mining. Mercury
stack emissions could occur during the milling process,
and any mercury co-product would require careful storage
and transport.

Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
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resources might also be affected by new structures and
mining operations. For all these issues, we would look at
avoiding them -- avoiding the impacts as best we could and
minimizing them aswell aswe can. And if we can't avoid
them or minimize, we will try to mitigate for them.

So to conclude, we know that this proposed
project and the lands and resources are important to you.
And we would like to emphasize that there are several ways
it get involved in the EIS. You are aready doing the
most important thing by being here tonight for the scoping
meeting. We would also invite you to go to our website at
donlingoldeis.com for more information or to submit
comments. Or you can contact me directly. 753-2780 is my
direct phone line, and my e-mail address is there aswell.
For tribal matters you can contact our tribal liaison for
the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer. And her direct
phone number and e-mail are there, as well.

We have had two tribal teleconferences so far
that discussed cooperating agency status and
government-to-government consultations. We had those on
October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have
others. Tribal governments, as we have mentioned already,
have the opportunity to enter into
government-to-government consultation, as well as
reguesting cooperating agency status.
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1 So that's the end of the formal presentation. 1 theminesite. Oh, you mean for water quality?

2 If thereis any remaining questions, we will answer those 2 MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: When evaporation

3 and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody 3 occurs, and when wind blows it to awhole 'nother part of

4 would like to provide comments for the record, we can do 4 the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on

5 that then. If you do have any written comments, if you 5 dl our blueberries and everything. Isthere a chance of

6 make -- if you provide testimony and have written 6 spreading chemicalsto different parts of the region?

7 comments, we ask that you leave a copy for our recorder so 7 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Likeacidrain

8 that she can more easily get al the details. 8 or something.

9 MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: AnnielLou 9 MR. JACQUESLONGPRE: Yeah. Because|
10 Williamsfrom Kalskag. | have aquestion. Youweregoing |10 know you talked about mercury emissions and -- does that
11 through this, and | thought about air quality. Arethey 11 getinto our atmosphere to come down at another spot?

12 going to test the air now asit is, and then during the 12 MR. KUHLE: | expect that that will be

13 process will they be monitoring it? Because not only are 13 looked at, yes.

14 they -- thereis Elders, and then thereis your berries, 14 MR. JACQUESLONGPRE: | didn't see

15 your fish and al the plants and everything. Sometimes 15 anything about precipitation in there.

16 when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago, 16 MR. BREL SFORD: I think what they do on
17 wefound alot of our vegetation was brown and the berries 17 air quaity and emissionsis called fate and transport,

18 wouldn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know 18 what becomes of emissions, where are they -- how are they
19 what was causing it. My concern would be the effects of 19 transported, where are they deposited. Soit's not my

20 the barge traveling and with the smoke and al this other 20 areaof technical expertise, but I've read that kind of

21 stuff that would be going on. Would that also be 21 discussioninan EIS. It's not enough to just say it goes

22 monitored? 22 out the stack. They are concerned about where it lands

23 MR. KUHLE: Yes. There has been extensive 23 and therefore the impacts on --

24 air quality monitoring that's been done so far, and that 24 MR. JACQUESLONGPRE: I'm talking about
25 will continue throughout the -- throughout the 25 evaporation from the pool there and there's the
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construction and the operation of the mine.

MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: No, | mean from
the villages al the way, if thereis a barge traveling
once they start --

MR. KUHLE: Will they do air quality
monitoring all the way up and down theriver?

MS. ANNIE LOUWILLIAMS: Yes.

MR. KUHLE: I guessat thispoint I'd just
have to take that as a comment. I'm not aware of that.

It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the
mine site, air quality monitoring?

MR. BREL SFORD: The question of monitoring
inreal timeisagood scoping comment. | know the
technical specialists that will address the air quality,
they have signatures for different kinds of transportation
vehicles, the emissions signature, and they will estimate
the emissions of the barges based on the loads on the
engines and so on. That much they can do as atechnical
analysis. But | think your question went to monitoring in
real timein the operational life of the project, and
that's a good comment that we will take into account.

MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Jacques Longpre,
Aniak. | waswondering if thereis going to be any
monitoring of precipitation.

MR. KUHLE: They have weather stations at
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acid-forming rock. Doesthat acid get into the atmosphere
and come down in other places?

MR. BREL SFORD: Good question for
analysis.

MR. DAVE CANNON: Theonly thing | do know
about that isthey had an air quality station herein
Aniak that they were monitoring for mercury deposition,
and | know they aren't doing that anymore, but they did at
least do that for probably atwo-year period.

MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Brian Stephanoff,
Russian Mission. | got acomment. How much -- how
much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work
coincide with each other between like the State and
federal agencies, such as environmental working together
with scientific knowledge with indigenous knowledge to
make this -- these comment periods a lot more meaningful ?

MR. KUHLE: Theinteraction between the
State and the federal --

MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Interdisciplinary
where you have many departments work together to address
and analyze current problems. Asascholar, | got my
master's degree and |I've listened to many accounts
throughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their
conflicts with mineral development and the South Americans
and their indigenous groups and some of their conflicts
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1 with many types of mineral development, too. And one 1 leave while the waste and all the contaminants and the
2 thing they have always noticed and it's very common in 2 aftermath of such destruction will further erode and
3 these parts of these United Statesis the lack of 3 degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide
4 interdisciplinary work. It's hard to get one department 4 to stay behind.
5 with another to -- especialy when trying to find out 5 MR. KUHLE: Fine. Thank you for that.
6 about contaminantsin Native foods. That's just an 6 I'll take that as acomment for the record. Yes.
7 example. 7 MR. PETE DRONKERS: Pete Dronkers. We are
8 | was just giving that introductory piece 8 going to put thisin writing later, too, but at thistime
9 because going back to the tailings of the two-mile long 9 for the -- as a scoping comment, 1'd like to suggest that
10 and whatever depth that is, that's alarge bowl of mercury 10 some of these key areas of concern be addressed with
11 and other mineral wastes that would be set aside. And the 11 simple fact sheets from whether it's URS or the Corps of

[ NN N
o oA WN

half life of -- or the life expectancy of such chemicals
to degrade and not be harmful -- as harmful to the
environment isjust so astronomically -- it seems very
awful to imagine al of the thousands upon thousands of
gallons of mercury and cyanide and whatever other

12
13
14
15
16

Engineers. | think one of the problems that people aways
run into isthat they feel they have to review literaly

two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get
relatively basic questions answered. So I'd like to

suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water

17 contaminants are going to be building up inside these 17 treatment, in particular, asit relates to acid drainage,
18 basins near Crooked Creek that might eventually tear apart 18 mercury, both in water and as air emissions, the risks of
19 because there is always some type of environmental 19 those be distributed to all stakeholdersin simple fact
20 disaster of some sort. Something is always going to go 20 sheets, and then also alot of the things that other
21 wrong. 21 people have brought up such as the impacts of erosion from
22 Just for the natural environment to consume 22 barge transport and the concern with the window during
23 parts of those chemicals and let it erode down to a 23 fishing season where it sounds like there is going to be
24 certain point whereit gets lesser of aform of -- or 24 real conflict there.
25 degree of contaminant, it should also include all the 25 So | think all these things need to have fact
Page 59 Page 61
1 animals and al the human beings that live around there 1 sheetsthat are simple that are just a couple pages long
2 because they are -- the future generations that live 2 that are distributed. A good start would be to everybody
3 around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the 3 who signed in at every scoping meeting so that every
4 seven generations will have harm from many of these 4 effort istaken so that people end up with fact sheets
5 contaminants if such a catastrophe was to happen, leaking 5 that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue
6 whatever isinside the tailings ponds. 6 that's often overlooked.
7 MR. KUHLE: If | understand what you are 7 And people last night in Bethel were asking
8 asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and 8 about this. How long will water need to be treated at the
9 different disciplines working together, that's the purpose 9 mine site after the mineis closed? And alot of times
10 for cooperating agencies. We have, you know, the -- we 10 the answer can be thousands of years after closure. And |
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invited all the federal agencies that we thought could
provide expertise to be cooperating agencies. We have
both federal and State agencies. And we have invited
tribes to provide, you know, local knowledge. The third
party contractor, Taylor's team, you know, they have --
they will be -- they have expertsin every discipline that
will belooking at it. So you know, that's the way that |
believe we will address your concern, as | understood it.
Yes.

MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: | just wanted to
further conclude that there is many permanent residents
that live inside these villages al ong the Kuskokwim and
Y ukon, and many of them intend to stay permanent. And the
gold mine would be -- or those that mine the gold are just
part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and just

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

think people really have to understand the long-term
impacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do. In
this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at
this point because we don't have good access to prediction
data at this part of the process, so we are dwaystold to
just wait because it's a process; but sometimes if you
wait too long you miss your window to actually affect the
process.
So | think it's really important that people --

alot of the environmental chemists are saying that the
two biggest issues at this mine are mercury and acid
drainage. So it would be very niceif these things were
summarized in simple fact sheets and distributed to every
known stakeholder.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you. | think that'sa
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1 good idea. 1 you hear Barrick, amajor player in this, say that this
2 MR. HERMAN MORGAN: Yeah. My nameis 2 project doesn't meet their criteriafor investment.
3 Herman Morgan from Aniak. 1'd like to echo some of the 3 MR. KUHLE: I'm having a hard time --
4 comments and concerns, you know. We live herein this 4 MR. MARK MATTER: Barrick said that this
5 river, and it's very important because it's our way of 5 project doesn't meet their criteriafor investment. When
6 lifefor our fish and environment, you know. And you guys 6 you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is
7 arejust herefor alittle while, and then you guys will 7 no natura gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you
8 go back, too. | hope you understand how important 8 hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies? They
9 protecting our environment is. Y ou know, al the money in 9 just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has
10 theworld can't buy back our way of life and our salmon. 10 just no concern at al? When | hear Barrick say that this
11 Likethem barges, they showed us four barges, four 11 doesn't meet their criteria, why do you go through all
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barges -- one barge pushing four. What they call that?
Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see
now.

And we are aready having salmon concerns,
salmon closures. And it kind of concerned me when you
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o 0N WwN

this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?
And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas
availablein Cook Inlet? I'm just curious, what goes on
in the agencies? What are they saying to each other?
Thisiskind of a personal question. What do you say

N
ol

federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, | mean, when

N
a1

17 were asked what effect that has on fish and you said, 17 amongst yourselves when you hear things like that?
18 well, we have to wait and see. But it seemslikeif we 18 MR. KUHLE: When we hear --
19 wait and see, you know, there could be even more damageto |19 MR. MARK MATTER: Barrick saysit doesn't
20 our fishwith all the turbidity, all that silt where they 20 meet their criteriafor investment. They are the only
21 spawn. Soit'sthingslike that. 21 player that has the money or can get the funding to do a
22 Thetailings dam is going to be pretty big -- 22 project like this.
23 pretty big dam, pretty big amount of water. When that dam 23 MR. KUHLE: We evaluate the project as
24 broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a 24 it'spresented to us.
25 wheelbarrow. It killed all the fish in theriver. That's 25 MR. MARK MATTER: I'mjust curiousif
Page 63 Page 65
1 how dangerous them chemicalsis. That mercury he's 1 there was any talk amongst --
2 talking about, it will take one drop per million or per 2 MR. BREL SFORD: | think there is some
3 hillion, something like that, you know. And if the salmon 3 misunderstanding about what Barrick said at the time.
4 smell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning 4 What they said at the time was that it was premature to
5 area 5 make an investment decision in the multibillion dollar
6 So | hope you guys understand how important our 6 range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals
7 environment isto us. | wish there was away they could 7 or whether this was permittable, whether the agency --
8 process that ore somewhere else and they could have their 8 they wanted to see the permitting process unfold.
9 gold and they could have their jobs and we wouldn't have 9 MR. MARK MATTER: Wédll, their very late
10 that huge waste pit up there with al the chemicals 10 releases say it exactly theway | said it, said it does
11 affecting usadl thetime. | hope you guysreally 11 not meet their criteriafor investment.
12 understand how important the river isto us. 12 MR. BREL SFORD: What | understood from it
13 | know | looked at that Fort Knox Gold Minein 13 wasthat that was pre-permitted.
14 Fairbanks. They are doing it pretty safely but, you know, 14 MR. MARK MATTER: Because I'm going with
15 who knows what could happen around here. | hope you 15 Barrick. Their latest release -- and you can pull their
16 understand how important that river and the environment is 16 website up right now. Their latest release said the very
17 tous. 17 samething on Donlin. The project is not going ahead
18 MR. KUHLE: All right. Thank you. Maybe 18 becauseit doesn't meet their criteria. It'stoo
19 unlessthereisany specific questions, we could move into 19 expensive. And they can get the project -- | don't know.
20 the -- taking the comments or the testimony for the 20 | guessthey didn't say anything about the pipeline. But
21 record. If there are any specific questions remaining, or 21 thereisno natural gas available to even run through the
22 canwegointothat? Yes. 22 pipeline, first of all. It just -- it'sjust confusing to
23 MR. MARK MATTER: I'd likethisto goon 23 meto see how they can proceed with an EIS when thereis
24 therecord. | guess|'m curious, have curiosity how the 24 no -- they should have something saying we can make a

project here. | don't see that coming from the major
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1 player here. It seemslike alot of work for nothing. 1 even make money on that. We need these jobs for our young
2 You are not going to comment, | know. 2 people. And thisisthe exact time we need this.
3 MR. KUHLE: I've said that -- 3 So thank you for letting me speak, but | think
4 MR. MARK MATTER: | wish | could read your 4 you guys are doing agood job by having these meetings,
5 mind. 5 listening to everybody. But when you say communities,
6 MR. KUHLE: We are evaluating the project 6 include the cities becauseit's not just the tribes living
7 asit's-- we are evauating the permit applications that 7 inthat city. Includethem al. But thisisagood
8 have been submitted to us. 8 opportunity for jobs for our people. And that's what we
9 MR. PETE DRONKERS: Can we comment off the | 9 need. Why we have all these suicides and stuff, because
10 record? 10 they havenojobs.
11 MR. KUHLE: About whether or not Donlin 11 All thisland, we need to open up some part of
12 findsthis project feasible? 12 it. Wegot amillion acres. We are using only 40 acres
13 MR. PETE DRONKERS: Yeah, what he's 13 hereto provide 15,000 jobs. Thereis going to be so much
14 talking about. 14 jobs available, we will have to hire from outside. Now is
15 MR. KUHLE: Hisquestionis-- 15 agood timeto get ready for these jobs. By the time
16 MR. PETE DRONKERS: My questionis: Can 16 these graduate, they'll have four- or $500,000,000 worth
17 we comment off the record? 17 of projectsin thisarea, which isgood, | think. Aslong
18 MR. KUHLE: I'mtelling you what | know 18 asyou --
19 and what my role as the Corps of Engineers and what weare |19 We have a unique water system where all our
20 doing. We have received permit applications for the 20 water comes out of the mountains. We don't drill down
21 Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an 21 therefor water. It comesout of the mountains. It's so
22 environmental impact study, and that's what we are doing. 22 fresh and pure water that fish come all over and they
23 It'snot my role to evaluate the financial feasibility of 23 spawnin our fresh water. But it's a good opportunity to
24 the project. 24 provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we
25 MR. GEORGE MORGAN: GeorgeMorgan. I'll |25 need. Thank you.
Page 67 Page 69
1 do my comment now. Ashe mentioned, 2018 we got aproject | 1 MR. KUHLE: Thank you. Unlessthereis
2 other than the gold mine project. We are building a 2 any final questions, we will move into the testimony. We
3 40-mile heavy-duty haul road between Kalskag and Paimute 3 will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to
4 inthe Yukon through the Portage Mountains. By 2018 we 4 provide that, and we will go into that.
5 aregoing to get 140 million dollars for that project. 5 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: canwehave
6 They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides. 6 abreak, please?
7 That'swhat we need. That's what we need for our children 7 MR. BRELSFORD: Yes. Taketen minutes.
8 togrow. Thiswhole project isnot about us. It's about 8 (A break wastaken.)
9 our kids, these young people. They are the ones that are 9 MR. KUHLE: Okay. We are going to go into
10 going to beworking. Ten years ago they say we will need 10 thetestimony portion of our evening. So I'm going to go
11 15,000 new jobs. Now it's about five more years. We are 11 down through the names of people that indicated they would
12 going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the mine you 12 liketotestify. Some said maybe, but I'll go to them and
13 build your own docks. Look at all the people they are 13 find out. Thefirst onel haveis Dave Cannon.
14 going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport. 14 MR. DAVE CANNON: Herel am. Dave Cannon.
15 That'syour own thing. But we are doing ours, too, for 15 | guess| know EISs are supposed to consider cumulative
16 the future of our children. 16 effects. And | know, you know, looking in the future
17 We need to open resources. We can't keep this 17 Ouijaboard stuff trying to figure out what could happen,
18 whole areaclosed up. We never say nothing about the NYAC |18 but George mentioned this project possibly there from
19 Gold Mine, the Kako Mine right above Russian Mission, the |19 Kalskag over to the Yukon. And my big concern would be,
20 gold mines up in the Salmon River, the gold minesin 20 you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen,
21 McGrath. You guys are the ones that is coming out with 21 we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would
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the studies and saying these are the jobs available for
our people. We are not asking for much. But you who are
providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.

We can't live on subsistence anymore. We can't

22
23
24
25

al of asudden bring all kinds of infrastructure. And
there has been alot of other development -- not
development -- exploration up the Aniak, the Halitna, al
over. So | think that would allow other development to
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1 happen that wouldn't have happened normally. 1 Kuskokwim River. So my questionis. How much protection
2 So I'm wondering if or how the EIS processis 2 isgoing to be used for all of that hazardous material
3 going to consider those things, cumulative effects. 3 from the mining project to keep it contained within that
4 MR. KUHLE: So areyou -- 4 gspecific area?
5 MR. DAVE CANNON: I'm hoping that you can 5 MR. KUHLE: Okay.
6 do that. 6 MR. ALLEN SIMEON: | have another one
7 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Yes. We 7 there. What happens with it? How are you going to get
8 will -- we will do that. 8 rid of it? Areyou going to let it naturally dissipate or
9 MR. DAVE CANNON: | know it's hard, but | 9 evaporate or haul it out and/or what? And then the other
10 think it needs to be considered. 10 question, of course, isfor the -- your fuel that you have
11 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Next person 11 onsite. Andlikel stated earlier, by rule you don't
12 isJoe Kameroff, Jr. 12 have to have containment for the whole amount that's
13 MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: The questions | 13 there. And that being in an environment where everything
14 had was about the gas line. Y ou know, | mentioned them 14 flows downhill back to the Kuskokwim River, and that

earlier. And also about containment of the waste rock and
all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's
long-term -- how will that affect our region. And another
concern also is the barge traffic, you know. Usasa
community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you
know. Go out moose hunting basically off theriver. And
we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence
lifestyle, aswell as fish mainly, also with moose and
caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Joan
Walser.
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amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full
containment instead of what DEC implies as arule for fuel
or whatever? That's my question -- questions.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. We will make sure they
are addressed. Thank you. Pete Dronkers.

MR. PETE DRONKERS: | do have acomment on
the perceived loopholes in the Clean Water Act and how
that affects the tailings impoundment facility. It'smy
understanding -- | don't want to go too far into the weeds
here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a
waste treatment facility, it does not have to comply with
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MR. DAVE CANNON: | believe sheleft.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you. Brian Stephanoff.

MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: | just wanted to
make acomment. And it was highlighted earlier. When
development does come into question, the agencies that are
involved should try to get as much employment, workforce
from the surrounding communities to get as many
backgrounds as possible, and should also include the
Alaska Natives and the nonAlaska Natives that are residing
within these communities.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Allen --

MR. BREL SFORD: Simeonoff. Sorry.
Simeon.

MR.ALLEN SIMEON: My nameisAllen Simeon
from Aniak. Your line material that their -- liner used
to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or
whatnot -- and | used to work up there on Donlin Creek,
and | know that alot of the rock has natura acid in it.
And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can live
within that acid content. And I'm wondering if you guys
are using only one liner to protect the environment. Is
there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the
inside? Oneliner isonly oneliner. And that material
up there leaches aready. And that material would leach
right down into the drainage and flow right into the
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discharge standards. So I'm not wanting to get too far
into the details. My general comment would be that the
EI'S process consider the ultimate potential closure of the
two main Clean Water Act loopholes and how that would
affect the design of the tailings and the placement of the
tailings, as well, because thereisalot of interest in
closing those loopholes, and that could potentially break
the impact on those plans. So I'd like the EI'S process to
at least consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act
would actually affect the mine engineering plans
specifically on the waste treatment facility language in
the Clean Water Act.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. That'sit,
unless -- is there any remainder?

MR. MARK LEARY: | didn't seethat thing
where you could put if you want to comment. Could |
comment?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yes. Yes, Mark. Please
go ahead. He said that he didn't see the column to
indicate that he wanted to testify. Now he would like to
testify.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Yes, please. Go ahead.

MR. MARK LEARY: | was quiet in Bethel
last night. | wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.
Ishe still here? I'vetried to think more about the
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1 socia impacts because | think -- looks to me like there 1 the other high-paid position jobs are from out of our
2 isplenty of people looking and worrying about the 2 villages. | would like to see that turn around where it
3 environmental impacts. What | have been thinking about is 3 would show that the young men and women from the villages
4 the 2010 census, Bethel censusarea. That means all the 4 are getting the jobs because what | heard was over 5,000
5 villages on the Kuskokwim and Bethel and some villages on 5 jobsor more.
6 thecoast. 2010 census, 17,000 people. About half are 6 So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be
7 under the age of 25. And we are growing two percent a 7 enough people on the Kuskokwim and the Y ukon, and they
8 year. Wedon't seeit so much in the middle Kuskokwim, 8 would have to go outside in order to get qualified workers
9 but two percent a year means 400 more people ayear in our 9 up at Donlin. If it'strue or not, | have no idea. But
10 region. That'sawhole 'nother village every year in our 10 it surewould be niceif we can work with the schools with
11 region. Andthey are all young. 11 our communities up and down the Kuskokwim and getting a
12 What are they going to have? What are we going 12 lot of thistraining besides all this other information
13 todofor them? Like Georgie Boy said, subsistenceis -- 13 that we are getting. Maybe Donlin can look into this. |
14 I'm sorry, but there is going to be too many people. 14 know they have done atremendous job of having workers on
15 The other thing | was thinking about, that shift 15 and off at Donlin. So let'slook at our other young men
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work, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing,
that's hard on families, you know. Y ou miss 50 percent of
your family'slife. And I'd like the developers of Donlin
Creek -- and | mentioned thisto them -- NYAC, you talk to
all the old-timersthat grew up in NY AC where they built a
town around the mine, they have nothing but good memories,
you know. The kids growing up there, you know, a school,
everything, store. I'd like to see -- if thisthing goes

forward, I'd like to seeit go that way, instead of the

shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off. It'shard on
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and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting
education to further enhancing their job skills instead of
just the low-paying ones.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you.

MR. RAYMOND PETERSON: Ray Peterson.
Teachers here do know that | get -- when | get achanceto
talk to the students here about education, which is very,
very important, and we have qualified teachers that do all
of that. But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later
or something. And that don't work out. So in that
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your family, you know. That'sall.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: | had my namefor
acomment on there. Annie Lou Williams from Kalskag.

MR. KUHLE: | missedit, but please go
ahead. Go ahead. | somehow missed it. I'm sorry.

MS. ANNIE LOUWILLIAMS: | was asked to
comment on the jobs for our young men and women, and
especially the ones that are coming out of high school.

But the other concern that they had were the ones that
were from the ages of 19 and on up that need training and
need to go to school and get educated in the fields that
will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin. One
of the things that he said was would Aniak be a
possibility place where we can have people coming and
training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy
equipment and the welders and all these other things that
need to be accomplished by our young men and women in the
coming future.

What | saw earlier was 27 years. Just think how
many men and women and young adults can get an education,
get training and get into those positions. Because when
you go to avillage right now, you look at an application,
and most of the time they just say graduated from high
school. I'm alaborer or just menial jobs. And then all
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category, you know, if they would just go right on, they
can figure out ways to get scholarships and everything,
and go get your education because once you learn, nobody
can take it away from you. Like mine, electronics, | got
it. 1 got adegreein that, but | got so many other

things I've done in my lifetime.

And so I'd like to more and more come see the
kids again, you know, because right now | have been
lacking, but | will doit. And grade school iswherel go
to, also, tell them stories and et them know what --
education, how important it is. Don't belazy. Doit.
Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR. JON WARD: I've heard they are going
to build atraining facility herein Aniak for heavy
equipment training.

MR. KUHLE: Any final comments?

MR. MARK MATTER: | comment that | think
of the yearsliving here -- Taylor knows. Heused to live
here -- actually, I've sat alongside of him fighting for
subsistence rights for the Board of Game and everybody
€else that we do need some development out here, and mining
isthe best avenue. That'sagiven.

But | get just alittle bit disillusioned when |
hear flipping reports about devel oping this mine from the
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1 big players. I'd really love to see Barrick come out here > the S ! :’AZYAI(VA\;R' Kh RNF; Nmaryfpu. tethand tor
2 and address this because they are the player. They are the State o aska do hereby certity:
3 the onesto get funding We do need it Mining isthe 3 That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
4 bestthingforthisarea Thereisnothing dsethat 4 nme at the tinme and place herein set forth; that the
5 could even come close to bring inthe development we need 5 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
6 for theyoung people pIainand simple So we haveto 6 transcribed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
7 work with the idea that Wearegoing totry to cooperate 7 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
8 and get theminegoing. 8 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
9 And we can still protect subsistence. The State 9 | any interest in the outcone of the action herein

10 is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities. 10 contai ned.

11 S) |'m sure they can be accommoda“ ng |f the”' manmernmt 11 I'N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed

12 p|an is deve]opaj propeﬂy, or anew one. 12 ny hand and affixed nmy seal this ___ day of

13 And that's about all I've got to say. | would 3 2013.

14 liketo see the major player comein and encourage us a 14

15 little bit. 15 TPRYA—VAVRIK

16 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Anybody 16 Registered Merit Reporter

17 else? 17 Notary Public for aska

18 MR. DARYL MCKINDY: Daryl McKindy. Along |18 M/ Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016

19 with -- going with all the employment that would be going 19

20 around also, out herein rural Alaskawe got alot of -- a 20

21 lot of educated people with operating skills, electrical 21

22 skillswho are nonunion workers or not in aunion. And as 22

23 soon asyou go caling for ajob anywhere, you got to be 23

24 inaunionto get work. Sol'd liketo seedl the -- 24

25 looking at other towns out herein rural Alaska, also. 25
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MR. KUHLE: All right. Thank you. Any
final comments? Okay. Thanksfor coming. And again,
thereis more information on our website,
donlingoldeis.com, or you can feel free -- the contact
information | gave earlier, feel free to contact me.
Thanks again for coming.

MR. BRELSFORD: | wonder if | could take a
quick second and also thanks alot for the folks who have
come tonight. Many of you knew my family when we were
here with young kids and so on, and you all have been
friends and folks who have held us up through some
difficult times. It'swonderful to come back. Thisisan
important project. It's very important to come and offer
the comments.

And peek over our shoulders. Make sure we are
doing agood job on thistechnical report. | look forward
to coming back to talk with you some more. There were a
lot of good issues, alot of very helpful suggestions.

The fact sheet ideais one | want to go to work on.

| think it's been an enormously successful
evening together. | know meetings wear on folks. So
thank you very much for putting your effort together with
ustonight. This has been really valuable.

(Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m.)
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS

MR. BRELSFORD: Annie Lou, could we invite
you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good
frame of mind for tonight?

(I'nvocation offered by Annie Lou WIllians.)

MR. KUHLE: Good eveni ng, and wel cone to
the scoping neeting for the Donlin Gold Project
envi ronnental inpact statenent, also known as an EIS. M
name is Don Kuhle with the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers,
and |'mthe project manager for the EIS. W also have a
nunber of cooperating agencies here who will participate
in the EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.
So I'I'l take a nonent and ask themto introduce

t hensel ves.

MR BALLOU: Good evening. | want to say
t hank you for com ng out tonight. M nane is Dougl as
Ballou. 1'mthe assistant field manager with the

Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Managenent,
and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline
that wll be covering about a third of federal land on its
way to Donlin. So I'll be available after the neeting if
you want to interact, have any questions. And again,
t hanks for com ng out.

MR JEN. H . Good evening. M nane is

Mar k Jen. I"'mwith the United States Environnenta

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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Protection Agency in the Anchorage office. And we are a
cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps
of Engi neers in devel opi ng an environnental inpact
statenment and to anal yze the environnental inpacts
associated with the Donlin Gold Project. So we are here
to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so
that we can better evaluate those in the EI'S docunent.
Thanks.

MR. BRUNO. Jeff Bruno with the State of
Al aska. |'ve got a couple of people fromthe Departnent
of Natural Resources. Jason with the pipeline office, he
can answer a | ot of questions about the pipeline. Sarah
Yoder wth Health and Soci al Services, she's working wth
the health inpact assessnent on this project. And we are
here as a cooperating agency on the EIS and here to answer
any of your questions and hear the comments. So pl ease
ask us any questions you have.

MR. KUHLE: And our third-party

contractor.

MR. BRELSFORD: |'m Tayl or Brel sford, and
it's great to be back in Aniak after a | ot of years. |'ve
now taken -- | work with URS Corporation, and we are the

third-party contractor providing the technical backup to
the Arnmy Corps in preparing this EIS.
MR ALEXIE: M nane's Mxie Alexie. |
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work with Taylor as part of the EIS team | work for URS
Envi ronnment al .
MS. LISA FEYEREI SEN: You want the tribes?

Did you want the tribes?

MR KUHLE: |I'msorry. Sure. | didn't
realize we had -- yes.
MR. DAVE CANNON:  |'m Dave Cannon. |'m

the environnmental director with Native Vill age of
Napai mute, and we are a cooperating agency.

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN: | "' m Li sa Feyereisen
and I'mw th Chuat hbal uk Traditional Council, and we are a
cooperati ng agency.

MR. MARK LEARY: |'m Mark. Everybody
knows me, maybe.

MR, KUHLE: Ready? Okay. GCkay. We will
nmove into our program Feel free to ask any questions as
we go along. |If you do ask a question, though, please
Identify yourself for the record so that our court
reporter can get your nane correctly. And al so nake sure
that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference
to make sure she gets the spelling right.

Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide
you an idea of the topics that we wll be covering. W
have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk

about the purpose of tonight's neeting and then the EI S
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project mlestones. After that we want to provide a basic
overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
inviting your comments on the project. And we encourage
you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that.

We are here toni ght because Donlin Gold has
proposed an open pit gold mne |located ten mles north of
Crooked Creek, which is a comunity on the Kuskokw m
River. And in order to conply with the Nati onal
Envi ronmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engi neers
Is preparing an EIS to identify and anal yze the potenti al
I npacts. The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent
of the project, and the EIS wll be used in making permt
deci sions by the Corps and by other agencies. Scoping
nmeetings are the first step in the EI'S process.

This map gives an orientation to the project
area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
of Crooked Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokw m Ri ver.
It's a renote area with little devel opnent to date and no
existing roads to the region. The map shows that existing
transportation and energy infrastructure in Al aska is
concentrated in Southcentral Al aska. The proposed m ne
woul d require all new infrastructure, including roads, a
pi peline. Al of that would be subject to permtting

bef ore they coul d proceed.
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This map gives an idea of the | ogistics and
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
| ogi stics for the mne include fuel and cargo fromthe
west coast ports to Bethel. Fuel would be transferred in
Dut ch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then
again to river barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would go
to Bethel for transfer to the river barges. And fuel and
supplies will be off-1oaded at a new barge |l anding i n
Jungj uk. A new pipeline fromCook Inlet will bring in
natural gas for the mill.

So we are now going to turn to the EI'S process,
and we wll start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
pl ace. The National Environnmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
requires an EI'S for any major federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environnent. In this
case, Donlin Gold has submtted permt applications under
section 404 of the O ean Water Act and section 10 of the
Ri vers and Harbors Act. An issuance of these permts
woul d be a major federal action and would require an EI'S
to evaluate the environnental inpacts of the proposed
proj ect .

The EI'S, along with other applicable | aws and
regul ations, will be used by the Corps and ot her agencies
to nmake their permt decisions. And in addition -- yes.

MR, JOE KAMEROFF, JR : | have a question
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on the sections there. Do you have an act for a | and
managenent act? Because it's going to be on the | and,
t oo, you know.

MR. KUHLE: An act for the |and
managenent ?

MR JOE KAMERCFF, JR : Isn't there
sonething |like for something affecting the |Iand? Like up
on the Sl ope they have their own actions for protecting
the land and the way of --

MR KUHLE: Well, there is a |ot of
different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for
protecting | ands and waters.

MR, JOE KAMEROFF, JR : | just see the
water is on there.

MR. KUHLE: Yeah. That's because the
reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engi neers,
t hose are the two | aws that we have jurisdiction under,
and that's what brought us into -- into the project and
why we are doing the EIS, why we are the | ead agency.

Ot her agencies that are involved have their own

jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permts. The
State, for exanple, and BLMwi Il have to issue right of
way permts for the pipeline. So there -- and under --

under NEPA and under our other project review procedures,

we consider, you know, inpacts to other resources besides
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wat er, you know. You know, interests -- and it would
I ncl ude probably, you know, whatever |and resources or
val ues that you are thinking about.

MR JOE KAMERCOFF, JR : It would be like
animal s, plants and --

MR KUHLE: Right. That will all be

considered under the EIS. | think I -- well, |'ve
probably got just one nore thing. | think nmaybe | started
saying this. |I'mnot sure. But in addition to conplying

with NEPA, the Corps is also required to conplete a public
i nterest review, and an anal ysis under section 404(b) (1)
of the Clean Water Act which requires that we sel ect the
| east environnentally damagi ng practical alternative. And
we W Il incorporate the information necessary for these
determ nations in the EIS.

This slide shows that nany agencies, tribes and
t he regi onal organization will work together on the EI S,
and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EI S based
on their permtting responsibilities or special expertise.
As an exanple, the project would occur on BLM and on State
of Al aska |l ands, so they will be evaluating whether to
i ssue right-of-way permts for the use of those | ands.
And the tribal governnments and the regi onal organi zati on
are participating to contribute specialized know edge

about the | ocal area resources and | and use.
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The Donlin Gold project wll require a | arge
nunber of federal permts and consultations, and this
slide provides six exanples. 1'll nention two of them and
invite you to read the rest of themyourselves. First,
since the project would place fill in wetlands and ot her
waters of the United States, the Corps will need to nmake
section 404 permt decisions as to whether or not to
authorize the fill. And as another exanple, since a
portion of the project pipeline wuld cross BLM | ands, BLM
wll need to evaluate the right-of-way application. You
can find a nore conprehensive list of all the required
permts in the Donlin Gold application on the project
websi t e.

This slide shows there are al so many permts
required fromthe State of Al aska. Three departnents of
St ate governnent are noted here. For exanple, over 60
percent of the pipeline would be installed on State | and,
so the Departnent of Natural Resources woul d eval uate a
ri ght-of-way application. The Departnent of Environnental
Conservati on has several responsibilities for water and
air quality permts. And the Departnent of Fish & Gane
has permtting responsibilities to protect habitat.

Sonme of you may be famliar already with the
steps in preparing an EI'S, and the diagramat the right

side of our slide here shows six major steps that we w ||
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be taking from now t hrough November of 2015. The Record
of Decision was the kickoff for the EI'S, and that was
publ i shed in the Federal Register on Decenber 14, 2012.

MR. BRELSFORD: Notice of Intent. The
Notice of Intent was in Decenber of 2011.

MR. KUHLE: What did | say?

MR. BRELSFORD: You said Record of
Decision. W are going to wap up early, nan.

MR KUHLE: |I'msorry. ay. The Notice
of Intent to prepare an EI'S was published in the Federal
Regi ster on Decenber 14th of last year. And so we -- the
scopi ng process began with the Notice of Intent, and it

wll go through March 29, 2013. And part of that is this

neeting here tonight. W have neeti ngs and take comments.

You can provide comments here and you can al so get

i nformati on and comments from our website and in

11

newsl etters that go out. Comments and information that we

receive will be used to prepare the draft EI'S, which is
estinmated to be finished by August 2014. That's just an
estimate at this point. It could change, but that's the
best estimate at this point.

Once the draft EIS is conpleted, we will have
anot her round of public hearings and a public review
period which will take comments on the draft. Those wll

be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to
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be conpl eted by October 2015. And the Corps of Engineers
and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their
deci si onnmaki ng process and will prepare their own Records
of Decision estimated to be in Novenber 2015.

|'"d like you to note the gold-col ored circles.
Those refer to the public neeting and the scoping period
and review of the draft EIS. And those are the best
opportunities for you to provide comments. Any comments
that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the
draft EI S

The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and to listen to residents in the affected
region. This can be broken down into four areas. First
Is to share informati on about the proposed project. And
we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation. You
can also find information, as | said, on the website and
in the newsletters.

The second purpose is to provide information
about EI'S m | estones, and that's what we showed in the
previous slide, which shows the tinme frane of the EI S
process. The next two are to identify issues and concerns
to examne in the EIS and to identify useful information
fromcomunities. And we are counting on you to help us
wth these last two. W would Iike to know what you woul d

| i ke to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any
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I nformation that we can use to nake inforned deci sions.

Here is the schedule for scoping neetings. W
are in the first round here where we are starting with
vill ages closest to the project. The second week will be
focused on the | ower Kuskokwi mRiver. The third week we
will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the | ower Yukon.
And the final round includes the m ddle Yukon and the
upper Kuskokw m Ri ver

This map is a bit busy, but the color schene
represents how nmany subregi ons of the project there are in
t he project area, and they help to show how t he scoping
pl an was devel oped. For exanple, the orange dots show The
Kuskokwi m Cor poration vill ages nearest the proposed
project. This subregion that we are hol ding neetings in,
Cr ooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site
and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub. For the
ot her subregions, neetings will simlarly be held in the
subr egi onal hubs.

W Wil stop here to see if anybody has any
questions to this point on the EIS process.

MR, MARK MATTER  You said this nostly
concerns the pipeline? The Corps of Engineers, you are
just | ooking at the pipeline on the ElI S?

MR. KUHLE: No, no. W are |looking at the

entire project. Pipeline is one part of it.
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MR. MARK MATTER | guess ny question
woul d be for DNR Are they relooking at the Kuskokw m
Area Managenent Plan on this study or not? Because we
have a Kuskokwi m Area Managenent Plan, and | just wonder
how t hat's bei ng addressed in this process.

MR. KUHLE: So you are asking if the

State --

MR MARK MATTER DNRis --

MR. BRUNO. They are looking at it. It's
in their queue. | think it's the next one that they are
supposed to be taking a look at. No guarantees on this,

but I think this is going to push it to a priority for
themis what | have been told. And that's the RADS
departnent is the name of them They are the ones that
run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going
to push up their priorities.

MR. DAVE CANNON: How | ong does sonet hing
i ke that take?

MR JASON WALSH: It takes three to four
years roughly for an area plan fromits beginning to its
conpl eti on.

MR. MARK MATTER | understand that you
haven't started yet. It would have to be started in order
for the State to issue permts and stuff.

MR. BRUNO. They would not start that to
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I ssue the permts.

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN: Are they two
I ndependent processes or are they overl appi ng?

MR. BRUNO. They are two i ndependent
processes.

MR. JASON WALSH: The State doesn't need
the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that
pl an stands until such tinme that the new area plan has
been adopted. So any permtting that's going to be issued
will use the old plan as gui dance.

MR. DAVE CANNON: When was that plan done
t hough, the existing plan?

MR JASON WALSH: | don't know.

MR BRUNG | can find that out for you.

MR JASON WALSH: It's on their website,
and I"'msure -- | would guess it's in the md '80s. But
it is on their website.

MR. BRELSFORD: The question is: \Wat
ki nd of | and nmanagenent plans woul d govern deci sions for
the entire project? And the Kuskokwi m Area Plan is one
very good exanple, but there are several other nanagenent
pl ans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for exanple, that
woul d al so -- State | and nmanagenent plans, and then the
BLM has a | and nanagenent plan. And in each case the

permt decisions would have to act in concert with the
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| and managenent pl ans.

So in sone of the permt application materials
fromDonlin, there is actually a fairly detailed |listing
of what the | and nmanagenent plans are that woul d affect
permt decisions for the pipeline and the mne site and
t hen down on the transportation corridor to Jungj uk.

So | and use planning is one | ayer of background
information that has to be considered in the permt
deci si ons.

MR MARK MATTER It's just ny hope that
they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on
|l ooking to say it's a violation of our existing nmanagenent
pl an and postpone it anot her couple years or sonething
along those lines. 1In other words, get the | ead out and
not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it
viol ates the plan or not, | guess.

MR, BRELSFORD: Good di scussion. Thank
you. O her questions about the EIS?

MR JON WARD: Jon Ward from Ani ak. |
have |ived here nmany, many years. \Were is Jungj uk?

MR, KUHLE: | don't believe there is
anything there right now It's -- you would -- you could
| ook at the map here. There would be a 30-mle road
constructed fromJungjuk to the mne site. |It's downriver

from Crooked Creek. | don't know exactly how nmany river
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mles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek. And it
would require a 30-mle road fromthere to the mne site.

MR, JON WARD: The ol d gover nnent cabi n,
they call it?

MR, KUHLE: |'mnot sure what's there.

MR. MARK LEARY: [It's up around the bend
from Gskawal i k.

MR. RAY PETERSON: | think it's the area
bel ow -- around Canoe Vill age area over, right? This side
of Horn Munt ai n.

MR. BRI AN KUHLE: Brian Stephanoff from
Russian M ssion. |'ve got a question about the EI S
process. |t seens when | | ooked at the nap that it
crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokw m |
counted five. And | was wondering if sal non habitat has
al so been pulled into question within this EIS.

Furt hernmore, crossing over sal non streans and goi ng back
t o i ndi genous know edge, i1 ndigenous |and use, wll these
rights-of-way on the roads affect or Ilimt the traditional
and custonmary uses over these | andscapes and wat er ways or
that will hinder the -- a famly's ability within these
near by communities to go and freely harvest their foods,
t hese flora and fauna during the course of years to cone?
MR, KUHLE: Well, | guess your first

question, yes, the salnon -- you know, the sal non
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fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.
And traditional and custonary uses will be al so considered
in the EIS. |If you have any specific information

regardi ng a specific salnmon run or a fishery or your own
personal use, | would encourage you to submt those
comments to us, you know, either on our website or we wl|
tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the
nunber of ways you can submt your comments. But you
know, we would |like to know about any information you have
i n those regards.

MR. BRI AN STEPHANOFF: Russian Mssion is
on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed. And | ooking
at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and
Yukon, it wll open up these -- open up another -- open up
t he Yukon Ri ver watershed into consideration for the many

people living along the | ower Yukon. Salnon habitat is

also a very inportant and critical issue. | believe that
sone of -- sone of the five species of salnon here to date
have been on the affected list. |I'mnot sure if they are

a threatened species or inpacted species, but --

MR. KUHLE: | guess | can assure you we
are not going to limt our evaluation to one side of the
divide. W are not going to limt it to the Kuskokw m
drainage. W will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.

MR. BRI AN STEPHANOFF: One | ast comment.
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When digging for any kind of soil and you run into a
burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural

patri nony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian

M ssi on and Ani ak have these | ongstanding ties that
predates the Anericas and goes back to historic tines of
10,000 years. So it would be nice if -- if any kind of --
I f these types of questions also be included in the EI'S
because anytine you run into -- anytine you run into, for
exanpl e, a spear point or run into human renmains, it would
be best to include these villagers that are tied in
ancestrally to these grounds.

MR. KUHLE: Yeah. | guess | can say that,
you know, when we issue permts, that we include
conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources,
that they stop to allow themto be evaluated, that they
notify us. | guess I'mnot sure if |I followed your entire
question. Are you also asking that |ocal villages be
notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that
t hose exist?

MR. BRI AN STEPHANOFF: This free and
i nformed consent running into a cultural artifact or a
human remain, if there is a possibility. That's all | was
commenti ng on.

MR. BRELSFORD: So Don, | think it's

hel pful to nention that cultural resources are one of the
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techni cal study areas prior to the permtting. So there
Is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a
conpr ehensi ve study of cultural resources along the
project area. That then becones a section in the EI'S, and
it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to
those cultural resources. And then finally there are
protective neasures or mtigation neasures, and these can
even be permt conditions, |ike Don was just sayi ng, where
there is a protocol for the proper handling of any
di scovered cul tural resources, unanticipated discoveries.
And those do often include consultation with | ocal
communities. There is actually separate |egislation and
consultation requirenents regarding cultural resources.

So | think you are raising a good point. And
the answer is that this is a topic well within the E S

MR. BRI AN STEPHANOFF: Thank you.

MR, DAVE CANNON: Question on if anybody
wants to delve into the baseline information, the streans
that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or
wher ever, how does a person go ahead and access that?

MR. KUHLE: Have you been on our website
yet ?

MR. DAVE CANNON: | have, yeah.

MR. BRELSFORD: So | think the answer to

that is at the current tine the baseline studies report,
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t he environnmental eval uation docunent is not quite
conplete. So the EIS teamis working with parts of that
report. Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating
agencies. And this is a description of the baseline
studi es, baseline conditions. Then there is another
chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potenti al
i npacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin
Gold, with the applicant.

My understanding is once that conplete report is
avai |l able, we would post it on the website. That woul d
becone a publicly avail abl e docunent. So when it's
conpleted -- and that's not a long tine fromnow -- when
the conpl ete docunent is available, it is to be posted on
t he website.

MR, RYAN MARONEY: This is Ryan Maroney.
Wul d the actual data be posted, as well, or only the
report and anal ysis of the data?

MR KUHLE: | think -- I'mnot sure
exactly which data you are interested in, but | believe
that, you know, the wetlands data was, |ike, seven
gi gabytes of data, and |I think we decided that if anybody
wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to
get it to them As far as other data, | guess --

MR. RYAN MARONEY: My question was

specifically all of it because during the tinme of
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coll ection requests were nade to Donlin to share that

i nformation, and they said they would share it at the tine
that they filed the permt. So | was just curious if that
woul d be shared via the Corps or separately.

MR KUHLE: Qur intent is to make data
available. If it's not on the website yet, we wll try to
get it on there. |If it's too much -- |like |I said, seven
gi gabytes of data. But if you wanted to review that, we
would find a way to nake it avail able to you.

MR, BRELSFORD: So this is a detail
question we need to be a little careful and do this
step-wise. Don is first referring to the wetl ands permt
application, and it has quite extensive data on the
wet | ands. That is a public docunent. And we haven't
posted it on the website because of the size, but we
invite special requests. And we are able to transmt the
permt applications.

When a conpany goes to the governnent and says
we want to build sonething, do sonething, that permt and
all of its data in the permt is a public document. Now,

t he techni cal studi es underlying the environnental

eval uation report, | don't actually know the current
status of whether all those technical studies are sl ated
for release or not. But | think what's hel pful tonight is

to take it as a scoping comment and for us to eval uate and
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expl ore whether all of the technical studies, the
envi ronnment al basel i ne studi es could be rel eased and what
t he mechani smfor that m ght be.

But | don't want us to get out -- | don't want
to answer a question that we don't really know the answer
to. So let's treat it as a request as a question that
woul d be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and
the EI' S | eader shi p.

| think you have got anot her questi on.

MR, PETE DRONKERS: Pete Dronkers. 1'd
li ke to second that in terns of every piece of baseline
data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access fornmat
on-line for people because one problemis that certain
docunents are sonetines avail able, but certain ones are
very difficult to cone by. And | know seven gi gabytes is
alot, but it can be broken down. If there is awll,
there is a way to do that. And so I'd like to nmake that a
scoping conmment, as well, that every piece of infornmation
that's avail able to any agency personnel internally should
al so be avail able to anybody el se.

MR, BRELSFORD: Dul y not ed.

MR KUHLE: |1'Il take that under
consi deration. Any other questions?

MR. BRELSFORD: Maybe we are ready to nove

on. The next section is going to be the project and its

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

24

component s.

MR, KUHLE: Ckay. W wll nove nowto a
summary of the mning project proposed by Donlin Gold.
Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two | arge
i nternational mning conpanies, Barrick Gold and NovaCol d.
And the Donlin Gold deposit is |ocated on | ands owned by
two Al aska Native corporations. The Calista Corporation
I's the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokw m Corporation is
t he surface owner. As you can see, it's a very large
project. They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of
gold per year for a tinme frane of 27 and a half years of
production. And they wll| be processing 59, 000 tons of
ore each day.

We have already noted that Donlin Gold would be
| ocated in a renote part of the state stretching from Cook
Inlet to the Kuskokwi mValley. This area is hone to sone
66 communities that mght be affected by the project. |In
many communities the project mght affect | ands and
resources that are used for subsistence and ot her
| i veli hood activities. This project wll face an
extensive set of |egal requirenents, including many
permts and many agencies invol ved.

The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a
tine line fromexploration through closure. Donlin has

wor ked on expl oration and environnmental baseline studies
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for 16 years prior to submtting their permt
applications, and we are now starting the three-year
permtting period, the first step of which is the scoping
nmeetings. That's why we are here tonight for a scoping
nmeet i ng.

At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
agencies wll decide to issue or deny the permts. |If
permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mne, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
reclamation. This includes decomm ssioning the mll
facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
treatnent or what's known as the tailings storage facility
and the waste rock storage facilities. The |lands would be
recontoured and native vegetati on woul d be pl ant ed.

"1l turn to the maj or conponents of the
project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
The pi peline would be buried, not up on supports |ike the
Trans- Al aska Pi peline system It would be a cold pipe.

It would not generate heat and woul d not damage the
per maf r ost .
Where it crosses eight major rivers, the

pi peline would be installed below the riverbed using
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hori zontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
center photo on the top of the slide. This technique
woul d be used anong the other crossings to be used to
cross Kuskokwi m Ri ver and three forks of the CGeorge River

The i mage of a block valve on the right side of
the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way woul d not
be fenced off, and so it wouldn't bl ock access to
subsi stence uses areas. The right-of-way woul d be brushed
every ten years to provide continued access for nonitoring
and mai ntenance by Donlin Gold. The construction process
woul d not create a road along the right-of-way. The
design woul d all ow access, but after construction, no
| nproved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water
Crossi ngs.

This slide shows the pipeline would start at
Bel uga, cross the Al aska Range at Rai ny Pass, run west
along the foothills of the Al aska Range and the Kuskokw m
Ri ver Valley, continue west to the mne site at Crooked
Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State
| ands, 34 percent BLM | ands, ten percent Native
cor poration |and.

| f you would note the blue segnents where an
alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dal zell Gorge
and the Al aska Range. This would separate fromthe

original proposal at mlepost 105 and rejoin the prinmary
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alignnent at mlepost 150. Donlin Gold has recently
notified the Corps that this alternative i s under
consideration, and they will be examning it during
geot echni cal investigations this com ng sunmer.

This slide shows the project conponents at the
mne site. And I'd like to highlight three of those.
Nunber one on the slide is the open pit which would
eventual ly cover 1,400 acres. It would be 2.2 mles |ong,
one mle wde, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the
mne |life.

Nunmber two is the tailings inpoundnent,
technically referred to as the waste treatnent facility.
It would cover about 2,350 acres. That woul d be about
three and a half square mles. And the tailings are the
powder-1li ke material that's left after the gold has been
removed in the mill.

Nunber three is the waste rock facility, which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres. And the waste rock is the
rock that's renoved to get to the gol d-bearing ore.

These major facilities support the mll and
woul d process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

This is an overview of the major transportation
i nfrastructure. The project would require new or expanded
port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to

river barges. The barges woul d proceed up the Kuskokw m
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River to a new barge | anding that would be constructed at
Jungj uk, and fromthere they woul d be taken by -- there
woul d be a new 30-mile road to the mine site. Also at the
mne site would be, or near the mne site, a new
5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mne site would be a
40-m |l lion-gallon diesel storage facility.

This is the proposed barge | andi ng at Jungj uk.
And it woul d extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank
and about 1,500 feet back fromthe riverbank, for a total
of 26 acres.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: Jacques Longpre.

How much barge traffic woul d be expected?

MR, KUHLE: 1'mgoing to get to that here
In just a --

MR, BRELSFORD: Good question. Here cones
t he answer.

MR, KUHLE: Okay. The Donlin Gold project
woul d i ncrease barge traffic on the Kuskokwi m Ri ver to
transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to
power the |large m ning equi pnment and trucks at the m ne.
And the fuel barges woul d be double-hulled. There would
be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be
about three barge tow passings per day. It would be nost
i kely two up and one down or one up and two down on any

given day. There would be four barges per tow It would
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be 64 -- an estinated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58
fuel barge tows per season. Cargo barges wll carry 550
tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons

each. And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and
t he nunber of barge | oads woul d be roughly the sane during
both the construction and the operati ons peri ods.

MR. DAVE CANNON: So just about anywhere
you are on the river there is a chance you wll see three
barges a day whet her you are --

MR. KUHLE: Three barge tows. Each tow
woul d have four barges, yes.

MR. DAVE CANNON: At any given point on
the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average
you woul d see three, two up, one down and vice versa?

MR. KUHLE: That's ny understandi ng, yes.

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN: How are they
anal yzing the inpacts of that traffic on the -- | nean, is
there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they
analyzing the inpact of that on the river, the silt, the
fish, et cetera, et cetera?

MR. KUHLE: | think a good part of that
w Il be based on comments that are -- that we receive on
t he concerns that are out there, and --

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN. There is no --

MR. KUHLE: | don't know offhand. |
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expect nmaybe Tayl or probably knows better than | do what's
been done so far.

MR. BRELSFORD: Only because I'mfive
pages ahead in the study plans than Don is. But there is
actually an analysis. This could be broken into several
conponents. The physical conponent which would | ook at
hydr ol ogy, erosion and sedi nentation effects of barge
traffic. So there is a baseline study having to do wth
erosi on and sedinentation in the KuskokwimRi ver. Then
t he bi ol ogi cal conponent woul d be the potential for
I npacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to
wldlife. And | don't renenber a baseline. | don't know
t he study background, but that is certainly an issue to be
analyzed in the EIS. And then the third category woul d be
di spl acenent of existing uses. So river travel,
commerci al fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would
be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic
woul d have.

So there is sone base -- it would be good to say
sone of the baseline data has been exam ned and it forns
t he foundation for this analysis and estimate of inpacts
that will conme in the draft ElI S

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN: So where in the
t housands and t housands and t housands of pages is that

anal ysis found? In Chapter 3?
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MR. BRELSFORD: |'mtrying to renenber
where | read this and when. So the environnental
eval uati on docunent baseline conditions does have a
section with sonme diagrans and maps of the erosion and
sedi nentati on dynanmics in the Kuskokwi m R ver. They also
in the biological section have a set of observati ons about
bi rds and sone other wildlife under baseline conditions in
t he Kuskokwi m Ri ver occurrence, frequency, distribution as
it is now And that would then be the basis for the
future, the estimte of change.

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN: | guess | don't know
if I"marticulating nyself. M questionis: D d they do
a baseline study by follow ng a barge up the river and see
what that barge does and then tines-ing it by three, or do
they just do a study that these are how many birds we have
at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?
How did they anal yze the inpact of the barge?

MR. BRELSFORD: So | haven't seen the
effects anal ysis chapter in the environnental effects
docunent. | was only responding to the question about
what ki nd of baseline material was there. W have got
sone follow up questions, so | want to be courteous in
this. George had his hand up in a second and then we can
cone back to you, Mark, if that's okay. And Lisa, are we

good for a second? W may have to cone back to this in
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addi ti onal di scussion?

MS. LI SA FEYEREI SEN: |'mjust wonderi ng
i f you could point out where | could find it.

MR, BRELSFORD: You have Chapter 3 as a
cooperati ng agency, the environnental effects docunment in
Chapter 3. So it's going to be towards the front of it in
t he section on the physical environnent for erosion and
sedi nentation, sone of the river hydrol ogy baseline
mat eri al .

George, go ahead.

MR GEORGE MORGAN: George Morgan from
Kal skag. W have three or four barge lines in the river
already. M concern is, where do they dunp their water
and sewer in the barges? Ri ght now they just dunp them
into the river. 1s this going to be a policy here where
you don't dunp into the river, have septic tanks or you
can go to villages and dunp your water and sewer. Don't
dunmp it into the river. That's ny concern.

MR, BRELSFORD: Good comment. | think
Mar k was next.

MR, MARK LEARY: Mark Leary, Napai nute.
Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the
Crow ey barge on a few trips collecting information.
That's how they built sone of the planning. That's what

l[ittle bit | know.
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M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAMS: Annie Lou
WIllianms from Kal skag. Correct ne if |I'm hearing wong,
but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you
w Il be seeing them wherever you are?

MR. KUHLE: No, you wouldn't -- you
couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.

MS. ANNIE LOU W LLI AMS: No, | nmean if I
was in Bethel or if | was in Aniak or even in Kal skag |
woul d see three a day cone by no matter where | was?

MR. KUHLE: |If you sat on the bank for 24
hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either
up or down.

M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAMS: And then three
nore com ng down the next day?

MR KUHLE: No. It mght be two up and
one down or one up and two down nost |ikely, | suppose.
That would be the nost |ikely scenario.

MR. DAVE CANNON:  Anni e asked you if the
next day you would see the three again. Every day three
woul d go by.

VR. KUHLE: No, you know, that's -- |
think i f you add up the total estinmated anount, they have
al l oned sone for |ogistics and, you know, it probably
won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you

know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational
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plan is, as | understand it, would allow -- that woul d be
the nost |ikely scenario.

MR. MARK LEARY: One thing they |earned --
and 1'd like to hear nore about it -- is there are sone
spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow They
have to stop, break two off, push two through, cone back
get the other two.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. | guess |I'm not aware
of that. | would ask that you make a coment to that, you
know, submit that comrent to us one way or another,
ei ther, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the
website or e-mail it to ne so that we can be sure to get
that into the record.

MR. BRELSFORD: Let ne respond to this,
and then we will continue the questions. There is
actually a transportation plan that is nmentioned in one of
the permt docunents. It was not conpleted as of the end
of the year, so we haven't seen sone of the details. Wat
we are providing here is really a pretty rough estinmate,
but I do know that a nore detailed plan for the
transportation process is under preparation. And when
that's available, it would be posted on the website the
sane as the other permt application docunents. So |
think there is still alot to | earn about the details of

t he bargi ng process.
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Many of the comments tonight belong in the
record as scoping questions that need to be exam ned. W
need to | ook nore deeply into this and have nmuch nore
i nformati on about it by the tine we get to the El S

So there was -- | think Jacques was in line for
a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then
Raynond Pet erson

MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: Are you guys goi ng
to conpare other rivers that have experienced | arge growth
li ke this and barge traffic as part of your anal ysis?

MR. KUHLE: Oher rivers that have --

MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: Well, since we
haven't seen this growh before, maybe there is other
rivers in Alaska or throughout the country that have
experi enced barge growh, | guess, that you m ght be able
to conpare to.

MR, KUHLE: | nean, |'mnot aware -- |
haven't seen all the studies on that so far.

MR. BRELSFORD: Again, we are at an early
stage. W are gathering input to guide the EI'S, so |
think it's a very hel pful question as a scopi ng comrent.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: |''msure we are not
the first river to see a growh in traffic.

MR. BRELSFORD: And you are suggesting

there ought to be a conparative analysis with other cases.
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I think I can say generally that the subject natter
specialists operate fromtheir literatures, and those
woul d be case studi es and ot her conparabl e exanpl es that
woul d allow themto nake a reasoned estinmate for the
I npacts in this case. So we will nake note of your
enphasi s on conparative cases. And then | think that's
sonething that the subject natter folks are likely to do
anyway, but this would be a way to enphasi ze the
i mportance of it.

So then we had Mark, and then Raynond Peterson.
So Mark, go ahead.

MR MARK MATTER I would i ke the EISto
address any future dredging that may be necessary in sone
of the shall ow water processes. It would be good to have
t hat addressed ahead of time, the inpacts that's going to
be and what's the extent of any dredging that m ght take
pl ace.

MR. BRELSFORD: Raynond, pl ease.

MR. RAYMOND PETERSON: Ray Peterson, |ocal
resident, fornmer riverboat pilot. So |I know, you know,
you have got so nmuch traffic going up and down, | never
hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you
know, because that's inportant before you do all your
trafficking. And then the river changes so nuch. And

every year water drops or water raises. And that's when
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you have to be real careful on what you do on your
churning, you know, on the fish we have. So be very
careful on your studies and nake sure that all the -- you
have your GPS. W use the eye and know the river. And
now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge
syst ens next.

MR. BRELSFORD: Thank you.

MR, ALLEN SI MEON: Al len Sineon from
Ani ak. Goi ng back river to your pipeline, you say you got
20 bl ockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross
how nmany rivers? |'m wondering, are you going to be
havi ng those before and/or after each river? And how nmuch
pressure is in that pipeline? And do you have a storage
area to hold off anything el se that you have to divert In
case there is a breakage? Because this 300-and-sonme mle
of pipeline has got to go sonewhere if there is pressure
in there if there is a breakage.

MR. KUHLE: | don't know that their
position -- they're not positioned --

MR. ALLEN SI MEON: You're going to be
hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have sone
sort of a process. Now, you are going to get gas over
there. Wat if sonething happens to that gas?

MR. KUHLE: The pipeline -- one of our

cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and --
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MR. BRELSFORD: Hazardous WMaterials --

MR. KUHLE: Hazardous Materials and Safety
Adm nistration. And |I'msure that they will |ook at that
i n great detail.

MR. ALLEN SI MEON:  Anot her question is,
you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things,
and by rule they don't have to contain the whol e anount
that's stored there. And over there at C ooked Creek
there, if there is a rupture, that's a trenendous anount
of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked
Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of
Al aska. | just want to bring that up.

MR. KUHLE: That's a good comment, and we
w |l make sure that that's exam ned.

MR MARK MATTER: [i naudi bl e] at SHAWI ast
spring doing some paperwork for our mning operation, and
they were told | guess through NovaCGol d, because they have
a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were
pl anni ng on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before
they started bringing gas for their gas product. Anybody
heard anyt hi ng about that?

MR. KUHLE: | haven't heard anythi ng about
t hat .

MR MARK MATTER | nean, these are

federal agencies. They told us that.
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MR. BRELSFORD: | think we can say | oud
and clear that the application is for a natural gas
pi peline, full stop. There is nothing in the plan of
devel opnent for the natural gas pipeline that tal ks about
any other fuel resources being transported init. And we
have said a nunber of tines today that the -- this process
is legally driven, that the permt application triggers an
ElIS. The EIS is a conprehensive analysis. Utimtely
there are permt decisions, and if those decisions are
positive, there are detailed permt conditions. | think
many of you are sonewhat famliar with the details that go
wth a right-of-way grant or other kind of permts.

So there is not going to be bait and switch on
sonething of that sort. The application is binding. The
| egal decisions, the permt decisions are binding in that
respect .

MR JOE KAMEROFF, JR. : | had questions
about that pipeline, also. You know, it's ny

under st andi ng natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and

they are --

MR, KUHLE: Pressurized, yes.

MR JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Yeah, they are
hi gh pressure. | was working on the Sl ope working on the

pi peline and stuff. Wen they rupture, they rupture

violently. Wat kind of energency response do we have for
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an accident |ike that?

MR, KUHLE: Well, it does have energency
val ves. And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the
Pi pel i ne Hazardous Materials and Safety Adm ni stration,
and that's their bailiwick. That's what they will be
analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.

MR, JOE KAMEROFF, JR. : Wuld they be
based out of Anchorage and be flying to these | ocati ons,
or are there going to be roadways to them or how woul d
t hey access it?

MR. KUHLE: How are they going to access
it if there is a accident?

MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR. : Yeah, the pipeline
I n general.

MR KUHLE: | inagine they would -- in
their permts would establish procedures but, you know,
that would be up to them And it would be addressed in
the EIS.

MR. BRELSFORD: So the pipeline design is
to prevent a release, and then the protective neasures in
the permt conditions define the drill -- there will be an
emer gency response plan that outlines what nmaterials are
staged, prestaged and how t hey woul d be nobilized, what
kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on

any spill response. So we are sort of delving in -- |
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think it's helpful to ask will the EI'S address these
things, and the answer is yes, these are standard el enents
of an EI'S. And your asking the question nakes it all the
nore inportant that we address it really thoroughly in the
El S.

So we are very early in this. | hope fol ks were
payi ng attention. This is a three-year project before the
EISis conpleted. After scoping in this next nonth, the
technical teans go to work for over a year to put together
the draft EIS. It conmes out in |ate summer of 2014. And
t hen you have anot her chance to | ook and see if the

questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough

review and provided good answers. |f they didn't, you get
anot her chance to say, wait a mnute, |I'mnot satisfied
with that answer in the draft. | want nore attention on

this and that, and that becones the basis for the final
EISin the | ast year.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: This 314-ml e pipeline,
no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are goi ng
to | ose your pressure com ng between here and there. And
what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the
rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be
people there to actually nonitor that or what's going to
happen?

MR. KUHLE: | believe there is just --
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there is one pressure conpression station |ocated towards
t he beginning closer to Cook Inlet. | don't recall the
exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.
There is just one conpression station.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: That's going to be a
trenendous anount of pressure in the very begi nning before
it can get all the way over there to reach the end. And
|'ve witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel |ine and what
they have to do just to go six mles with fuel. And | was
wonderi ng what kind of pressure are they going to start
of f with.

MR. BRELSFORD: So | et ne suggest this on
one of the -- when we wap up, we can pull up the plan of
devel opnent and look it up. |'mnot quick enough on that
detail to have it in ny head, but I know how we can | ook
it up. So we will do that together, Allen, before we
| eave tonight. | couldn't happen to renenber there was
one conpression station, and it's in about ml epost 15 or
20. It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.
And according to the design, that is sufficient to
power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the
range and out to the Kuskokwi m Vall ey.

MR, ALLEN SI MEON: And then the horizontal
drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the

Kuskokwi m Ri ver and up on the other side, is that correct?
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MR. BRELSFORD:. Correct.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: And who is going to do
that? |'mjust wonderi ng.

MR. BRELSFORD: It's a very good questi on.
Al'l of the construction -- we are at the permtting stage.
If the permts are issued, then Donlin would set out in
t he construction phase. And | think, generally speaking,
t hey select contractors to do this kind of work. The
pi pel i ne plan of devel opnent actually has quite a bit of
detai|l about the phases, what would occur each year and
starting at two different ends. So we could peek at sone
of that. W certainly don't know the names of contractors
that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done
generally by contractors.

MR, ALLEN SI MEON: The reason | ask that
is, I'mfamliar with that. | seen that at Al pine when
t hey went underneath the river. And they had to run
portabl e generators just to keep the ground fromthaw ng
out. Now, | don't know what kind of problens we are going
to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running
t he pipe they way you guys are tal king about and if any
kind of heat is going to be nade doing this and especially
goi ng under rivers because the river erodes by itself
regardl ess every year. And assisting it in any way |

think m ght create nore probl ens.
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MR. BRELSFORD: So | think damage to
permafrost and the potential inplications of horizontal
directional drilling on river erosion, these are sone
scopi ng questions that Allen is raising for us. Jacques
and then Mark and then Ryan.

MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: Wuld Donlin be
payi ng for the pipeline project or -- |I'mnot sure how
t hat woul d wor k.

MR. BRELSFORD: | know you know t he
answer. We all know the answer to that.

MR KUHLE: It's their pipeline.

MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: l'"d just like to
make a request as part of the permtting process that
there be an option for the |local villages to possibly hook
into the pipeline as part of the deal. And that if the
State grants the permts, it seens |like it would be a
tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to cone
this close without having the option of us hooking into
it.

MR. KUHLE: For the purpose of the EI'S, we
are not going to evaluate all that. Wat's the tern?

MR, BRELSFORD: Common carrier.

MR. KUHLE: Conmobn carrier is ny
under st andi ng. Wuld be a comon carrier and, you know, |

guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to
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delve into details of that as part of the EIS.

MR. BRELSFORD: So the regul atory status
of this pipeline, when they use the term common carri er,
it means that any party can ask to transport gas. That
pi pel i ne does not belong to one party and that conpany --

MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: They are just
building it.

MR. BRELSFORD: They build it, they
install it. They obviously have the primary use of it,
but a common carrier pipeline is avail able for other
parties. So the M ddl e Kuskokwi m El ectric Co-op, sone
other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes
of power generation in the Kuskokw m Vall ey.

As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into
a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer
to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that

pi pel i ne would be a comon carrier.

| forgot who was next. | think Mark and then
Ryan.
MR. MARK LEARY: Mark Leary. | have sone
good questions. |I've learned a little bit about it. |

wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the
Kuskokwim And if | remenber right | mght be off a
little bit. 1It's sonewhere above Wasky, and it's going to

be way bel ow the bottomof the river. [It's going to be in
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t he bedr ock.

My question was back to barging. At the neeting
in Bethel |ast night you told us that the Coast CGuard
declined to be a cooperating agency. But if this goes
forward, will we expect to see nore pernmanent Coast Guard
presence on the river?

MR. KUHLE: Because of the additional
barge traffic?

MR, MARK LEARY: Yeah.

MR. KUHLE: That would be up to them I
guess. I|I'mnot -- | can't speak for the Coast Guard. |
don't know. It's not -- | guess if you feel there is
hazards that they need to sonmehow nonitor or control or
regul ate, then | guess that's a comment |'d ask you to get
into the record here.

MR. MARK LEARY: It seens |ike we al
behave better when the cops are around.

MR. BRELSFORD: Let's don't |ose sight of
the fact, just because they don't step forward as a
cooperating agency and cone every other week to a neeti ng,
they don't lose their I egal responsibility for navigation.
So Don | think said last night, and | really want to
underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a
responsibility in terns of navigational aids and

navi gation in the navi gabl e waterways. And that doesn't
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go away. Later in the stage we expect themto get a | ot
nore engaged in the EIS and in the permtting process to
under stand specific |l egal responsibilities that they m ght
have. Not so much now, but later on when we get to this
navi gati on question, that is one where the Coast Guard has
sone | egal obligations.

MR. MARK LEARY: W can expect the route
to be buoyed every year?

VR. BRELSFORD: | don't know t he extent,

t he exact configuration of their involvenment in it. |
don't think we know that for now.

MR. KUHLE: You could certainly make --
you know, like | said, get your comrents and questions
into the record, and as we |look into these, we wll work
with the Coast GQuard and get their responses. And those
could be included in the draft.

MR. RYAN MARONEY: My nane is Ryan
Maroney, and | just had a question about the process. |If
the notes are being taken right now and people's nanes, is
this -- if sonmeone brings up a concern right now orally,
is that considered a scoped -- because you keep sayi nhg you
shoul d bring that forward on the website or submt it, but
i f people say it right now, is that considered on the
record, or are you just encouraging themto put nore

detail into a second comment ?
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MR KUHLE: It's on the record, but I
guess |'mjust trying to be very thorough and ask people
to, you know - -

MR. RYAN MARONEY: | just wanted to nake
sure if they brought it up nowthat it was considered and
if they didn't get to the web or submt it or wite a
letter later --

MR KUHLE: It wll all be transcribed and
all the issues that are raised in the neetings wll be
addr essed.

MR. BRELSFORD: Let ne propose this in a
m nute. W have got just one or two nore slides on the

proj ect description, and then we want to go to issues. So

Mark, work with us. W w il take the question now, but
let's keep track of the -- we have sone nore things to
cover.

MR MARK MATTER. So help ne in the
process. You said you are going to proceed with this EI' S
on the understanding that there will be no access -- did I
hear that earlier -- of this corridor? No public access.
Did | hear that earlier?

MR, KUHLE: No.

MR, BRELSFORD: | think it's the opposite.
I think what this slide showed is that the pipeline

corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the
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conpressor station, sonme of the safety valves are fenced
in a ten-by-ten configuration, but the long |inear feature
is not fenced. It is not a barrier to travel traditional
uses across the | andscape. The |ast part of what Don said
is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the
pur pose of building the pipeline. It wll be denobilized.
All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area
that's brushed every ten years. And that's for the
pur poses of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for
noni t ori ng.

MR, MARK MATTER  What about snowmachi nes?

MR. BRELSFORD: Actually, it's a very
I nportant point. | think we do understand that on the
Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access fromthe west
side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an
I nportant potential issue about security to sone of the
facilities and di splacenent of uses. And | don't think we
have all the answers on that yet. | think there is still
a lot to | earn about what public uses mght turn out to be
on a cleared right-of-way of that sort. But | think on
t he Kuskokwi m Vall ey side, starting with the questions
that our friend from Russian M ssion raised, the key is
that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional |and
uses on the Kuskokw m side of the range.

MR. JASON WALSH. Excuse ne, Tayl or
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There is a |l ot of questions about the pipeline. And if
after the neeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have
questions about the State's authority and how we wil|l
i ssue that right-of-way or if we will issue that
ri ght-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State | and and
what that nmeans, conmmbn carrier access or otherw se, you
can cone talk to ne. 1'll be happy to answer your
questions so we can not bog it down here.

MR, KUHLE: Oher infrastructure includes
a construction canp. It would have 2,500 beds which woul d
support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.
This includes sonme smaller renote canps for the pipeline
construction, as well. The pernmanent canp woul d have 600
beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 enpl oyees
wor ki ng shifts, neaning that only about half of the total
wor kf orce woul d be on site at any given tine.

So we are back to questions on the project
description. O should we nove on and wap it up? |
guess we W || keep goi ng.

So we nentioned earlier the purpose of the
scoping neetings is to identify issues and concerns. One
maj or issue is -- I'"'msorry. One major area is water
resources. Streans and ot her surface waters woul d be
diverted away from and around the mning activities in

order to facilitate mning and to avoid contam nati on.
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G ound water woul d be consunmed as part of the m ning
process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streans.
M ne dewatering to keep water out of the pit could | ower
adj acent groundwater |evels and again could affect nearby
streans. Sonme of the rock, when exposed to the el enents,
could generate acid or |leach netals. So, waste rock,
tailings and ot her runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contam nating the waters outside of the
mne site.

Air quality is also inportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues that we expect. There would
be several sources of em ssions, including a | arge nunber
of large m ning vehicles, 227-negawatt power plant, dust
generated by renoving and processing the overburden, waste
rock and the ore.

Cimate change is a growi ng concern and w ||
need to be considered as | arge anounts of hydrocar bons
wll be burned. Mercury will be | ooked at in several
areas. Naturally occurring nercury or fugitive mercury
could be rel eased by exposing it during mning. Mercury
stack em ssions could occur during the mlling process,
and any nercury co-product would require careful storage
and transport.

G ven the | arge anpbunts of fuel and hazar dous

mat eri al s i nvol ved, safe operating procedures and good
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response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.

Ot her nmmj or issues and concerns include wetl ands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
subsi stence and traditional |and uses. The proposed
project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this
10, 000 woul d be at the mne site and rel ated
infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline. These areas woul d
be i npacted by excavating, filling, vegetation renoval and
ot her di sturbances. And 6,900 of these acres would be
wet | ands. There woul d be habitat | oss or reduced habitat
values for fish and wildlife on 16, 300 acres affected by
the project and as well as habitat | oss that could al so be
direct disturbance of individual animals. W have tal ked
quite a bit about barge traffic so far. And subsi stence
and traditional |and uses would al so be affected by the
| oss of |and through devel oprment.

Here are sone nore exanpl es of issues and
concerns. These are focused on the communities, cultural
resources and recreation. Community |life would be
affected by the new wor kforce of 3,000 construction and
1,400 permanent enpl oyees. There woul d be new enpl oynent
and i ncone brought into the area, but also many effects on
communi ty and human health. Cultural resources, both
archeol ogi cal and historic, that exist in the area m ght

be di sturbed or destroyed. And recreation and vi sual
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resources mght al so be affected by new structures and
m ni ng operations. For all these issues, we would | ook at
avoi ding them-- avoiding the inpacts as best we could and
mnimzing themas well as we can. And if we can't avoid
themor mnimze, we will try to mtigate for them

So to conclude, we know that this proposed
project and the | ands and resources are inportant to you.
And we woul d i ke to enphasi ze that there are several ways
it get involved in the EIS. You are already doing the
nost i nportant thing by being here tonight for the scoping
neeting. W would also invite you to go to our website at
donl i ngol dei s.com for nore information or to submt
comments. O you can contact ne directly. 753-2780 is ny
direct phone line, and ny e-nail address is there as well.
For tribal matters you can contact our tribal |iaison for
t he Corps of Engi neers, Amanda Shearer. And her direct
phone nunmber and e-mail are there, as well.

We have had two tribal tel econferences so far
t hat di scussed cooperati ng agency status and
gover nnent -t o- gover nnment consultations. W had those on
Cct ober 30t h and Decenber 12th, and we plan to have
others. Tribal governnents, as we have nentioned already,
have the opportunity to enter into
gover nnent -t o- gover nnent consultation, as well as

requesti ng cooperati ng agency st at us.
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So that's the end of the fornmal presentation.

If there is any renmaining questions, we wll answer those
and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody
woul d i ke to provide comments for the record, we can do
that then. |If you do have any witten comments, if you
make -- if you provide testinony and have witten
comments, we ask that you | eave a copy for our recorder so
that she can nore easily get all the details.

M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAMS: Annie Lou
WIllianms from Kal skag. | have a question. You were going
t hrough this, and | thought about air quality. Are they
going to test the air nowas it is, and then during the
process will they be nonitoring it? Because not only are
they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries,
your fish and all the plants and everything. Sonetines
when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago,
we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries
woul dn*t grow or anything |ike that, and they didn't know
what was causing it. M concern would be the effects of
the barge traveling and wth the snoke and all this other
stuff that would be going on. Wuld that al so be
noni t or ed?

MR. KUHLE: Yes. There has been extensive
air quality nonitoring that's been done so far, and that

w |l continue throughout the -- throughout the
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construction and the operati on of the m ne.

M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAMS: No, | nean from
the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling
once they start --

MR KUHLE: WII| they do air quality
nmonitoring all the way up and down the river?

MS. ANNIE LOU WLLIAMS: Yes.

MR. KUHLE: | guess at this point |I'd just
have to take that as a comment. |'mnot aware of that.
It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the

mne site, air quality nonitoring?

MR. BRELSFORD: The question of nonitoring
inreal tine is a good scoping comment. | know the
techni cal specialists that wll address the air quality,
t hey have signatures for different kinds of transportation
vehi cl es, the em ssions signature, and they will estinmate
t he em ssions of the barges based on the | oads on the
engi nes and so on. That nuch they can do as a technical
analysis. But | think your question went to nonitoring in
real time in the operational life of the project, and
that's a good comment that we will take into account.

MR JACQUES LONGPRE: Jacques Longpre,
Aniak. | was wondering if there is going to be any
noni toring of precipitation.

MR. KUHLE: They have weat her stations at
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the mne site. Oh, you nean for water quality?
MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: When evaporation

occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of
the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on
all our blueberries and everything. |s there a chance of
spreading chemcals to different parts of the regi on?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Li ke acid rain
or sonet hi ng.

MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: Yeah. Because |
know you tal ked about nmercury em ssions and -- does that
get into our atnosphere to cone down at anot her spot?

MR. KUHLE: | expect that that will be
| ooked at, yes.

MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: | didn't see
anyt hi ng about precipitation in there.

MR. BRELSFORD: | think what they do on
air quality and em ssions is called fate and transport,
what becones of em ssions, where are they -- how are they
transported, where are they deposited. So it's not ny
area of technical expertise, but |I've read that kind of
discussion in an EIS. It's not enough to just say it goes
out the stack. They are concerned about where it |ands
and therefore the inpacts on --

MR, JACQUES LONGPRE: |'mtal king about

evaporation fromthe pool there and there's the
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acid-formng rock. Does that acid get into the atnosphere
and cone down in other places?

MR, BRELSFORD: Good question for
anal ysi s.

MR. DAVE CANNON: The only thing I do know
about that is they had an air quality station here in
Ani ak that they were nonitoring for nmercury deposition,
and | know they aren't doing that anynore, but they did at
| east do that for probably a two-year period.

MR. BRI AN STEPHANCFF: Bri an St ephanoff,
Russian Mssion. | got a comment. How nmuch -- how
nmuch -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work
coincide with each other between |ike the State and
f ederal agencies, such as environnental working together
with scientific know edge with indi genous know edge to
make this -- these comment periods a |ot nore neani ngful ?

MR. KUHLE: The interaction between the
State and the federal --

MR. BRI AN STEPHANOFF: I nterdisciplinary
where you have nany departnents work together to address
and anal yze current problens. As a scholar, | got ny
master's degree and |'ve |listened to many accounts
t hroughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their
conflicts wwth m neral devel opnent and the South Anericans

and their indigenous groups and sone of their conflicts
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wth many types of m neral devel opnment, too. And one
thing they have al ways noticed and it's very conmbn in
t hese parts of these United States is the | ack of
interdisciplinary work. It's hard to get one depart nment
with another to -- especially when trying to find out
about contamnants in Native foods. That's just an
exanpl e.

| was just giving that introductory piece
because goi ng back to the tailings of the two-nmle |ong
and what ever depth that is, that's a large bow of nmercury
and other mneral wastes that would be set aside. And the
half Iife of -- or the |ife expectancy of such chem cals
to degrade and not be harnful -- as harnful to the
environnent is just so astronomcally -- it seens very
awful to imagine all of the thousands upon thousands of
gal l ons of nercury and cyani de and what ever ot her
contam nants are going to be building up inside these
basi ns near Crooked Creek that m ght eventually tear apart
because there is al ways sone type of environnental
di saster of sone sort. Sonething is always going to go
Wr ong.

Just for the natural environnment to consune
parts of those chemcals and let it erode down to a
certain point where it gets |lesser of a formof -- or

degree of contamnant, it should also include all the

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

59

animals and all the human beings that |ive around there
because they are -- the future generations that |ive
around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the
seven generations will have harm from many of these
contam nants if such a catastrophe was to happen, | eaking
what ever is inside the tailings ponds.

MR. KUHLE: If | understand what you are
aski ng, you know, as far as the different agencies and
di fferent disciplines working together, that's the purpose
for cooperating agencies. W have, you know, the -- we
invited all the federal agencies that we thought could
provi de expertise to be cooperating agencies. W have
both federal and State agencies. And we have invited
tribes to provide, you know, |ocal know edge. The third

party contractor, Taylor's team you know, they have --

they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that
wll be looking at it. So you know, that's the way that |
beli eve we w Il address your concern, as | understood it.
Yes.

MR. BRI AN STEPHANOFF: | just wanted to

further conclude that there is nmany permanent residents
that live inside these villages al ong the Kuskokw m and
Yukon, and many of themintend to stay permanent. And the
gold mne would be -- or those that mne the gold are just

part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and j ust
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| eave while the waste and all the contam nants and the
aftermath of such destruction wll further erode and
degrade nany of these permanent residents that do decide
to stay behind.

MR. KUHLE: Fine. Thank you for that.

"Il take that as a comment for the record. Yes.

MR. PETE DRONKERS: Pete Dronkers. W are
going to put this in witing later, too, but at this tine
for the -- as a scoping coment, |1'd |ike to suggest that
sone of these key areas of concern be addressed with
sinple fact sheets fromwhether it's URS or the Corps of
Engi neers. | think one of the problens that people al ways
run into is that they feel they have to review literally
two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get
relatively basic questions answered. So |I'd like to
suggest that fact sheets on acid drai nage, perpetual water
treatnent, in particular, as it relates to acid drai nage,
mercury, both in water and as air em ssions, the risks of
t hose be distributed to all stakeholders in sinple fact
sheets, and then also a |lot of the things that other
peopl e have brought up such as the inpacts of erosion from
barge transport and the concern with the w ndow during
fishing season where it sounds |ike there is going to be
real conflict there.

So | think all these things need to have fact
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sheets that are sinple that are just a coupl e pages | ong
that are distributed. A good start would be to everybody
who signed in at every scoping neeting so that every
effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets

t hat deal with acid drai nage because that's a big issue
that's often overl ooked.

And people I ast night in Bethel were asking
about this. Howlong will water need to be treated at the
mne site after the mne is closed? And a lot of tines
t he answer can be thousands of years after closure. And |
t hi nk people really have to understand the | ong-term
I npacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do. In
this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at
this point because we don't have good access to prediction
data at this part of the process, so we are always told to
just wait because it's a process; but sonetines if you
wait too | ong you mss your window to actually affect the
process.

Sol think it's really inportant that people --
a lot of the environmental chem sts are saying that the
two biggest issues at this mne are nercury and acid
drainage. So it would be very nice if these things were
summari zed in sinple fact sheets and distributed to every
known st akehol der.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you. | think that's a
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good i dea.
MR. HERVAN MORGAN: Yeah. M nane is

Herman Morgan from Aniak. 1'd like to echo sone of the
comment s and concerns, you know. W live here in this
river, and it's very inportant because it's our way of
life for our fish and environnment, you know. And you guys
are just here for alittle while, and then you guys w |
go back, too. | hope you understand how i nmport ant
protecting our environnment is. You know, all the nopney in
the world can't buy back our way of life and our sal non.
Li ke them barges, they showed us four barges, four
barges -- one barge pushing four. Wat they call that?
Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see
NOW.

And we are al ready havi ng sal non concer ns,
sal non closures. And it kind of concerned ne when you
wer e asked what effect that has on fish and you said,
well, we have to wait and see. But it seens like if we
wait and see, you know, there could be even nore danmage to
our fish wwth all the turbidity, all that silt where they
spawn. So it's things |like that.

The tailings damis going to be pretty big --
pretty big dam pretty big amount of water. Wen that dam
broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a

wheel bar r ow. It killed all the fish in the river. That's
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how dangerous them chem cals is. That nercury he's

tal king about, it wll take one drop per mllion or per
billion, sonething |like that, you know And if the sal non
snmell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawni ng

ar ea.

So | hope you guys understand how i nportant our
environnent is to us. | wish there was a way they could
process that ore sonewhere el se and they could have their
gold and they could have their jobs and we woul dn't have
t hat huge waste pit up there with all the chem cals
affecting us all the tine. | hope you guys really
under stand how i nportant the river is to us.

| know | | ooked at that Fort Knox Gold Mne in
Fai rbanks. They are doing it pretty safely but, you know,
who knows what coul d happen around here. | hope you
under stand how i nportant that river and the environnent is
to us.

MR. KUHLE: All right. Thank you. Maybe
unl ess there is any specific questions, we could nove into
the -- taking the comments or the testinony for the
record. |If there are any specific questions remaining, or
can we go into that? Yes.

MR MARK MATTER 1'd like this to go on
the record. | guess |I'mcurious, have curiosity how the

f ederal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, | nean, when
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you hear Barrick, a najor player in this, say that this
project doesn't neet their criteria for investnent.

MR, KUHLE: |'mhaving a hard tinme --

MR, MARK MATTER Barrick said that this
proj ect doesn't neet their criteria for investnment. Wen
you hear things |like that and pipe linings where there is
no natural gas avail able on the Cook Inlet side, when you
hear things |like this, what goes on in the agencies? They
just proceed as |like they don't hear these things or has
just no concern at all? Wen | hear Barrick say that this
doesn't neet their criteria, why do you go through al
this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?
And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas
available in Cook Inlet? |'mjust curious, what goes on
in the agencies? Wat are they saying to each other?
This is kind of a personal question. Wat do you say
anongst yoursel ves when you hear things like that?

MR, KUHLE: When we hear --

MR. MARK MATTER  Barrick says it doesn't
nmeet their criteria for investnment. They are the only
pl ayer that has the noney or can get the funding to do a
project like this.

MR. KUHLE: W evaluate the project as
It's presented to us.

MR, MARK MATTER |'mjust curious if
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there was any tal k anongst --

MR. BRELSFORD: | think there is sone
m sunder st andi ng about what Barrick said at the tine.
What they said at the tine was that it was premature to
make an i nvestnent decision in the multibillion dollar
range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals
or whether this was permttabl e, whether the agency --
they wanted to see the permtting process unfold.

MR MARK MATTER Well, their very | ate

rel eases say it exactly the way | said it, said it does
not nmeet their criteria for investnent.

MR, BRELSFORD: What | understood fromit
was that that was pre-permtted.

MR. MARK MATTER  Because |I'mgoing with
Barrick. Their latest release -- and you can pull their
website up right now. Their |atest release said the very
sane thing on Donlin. The project is not going ahead
because it doesn't neet their criteria. It's too
expensive. And they can get the project -- | don't know.
| guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline. But
there is no natural gas available to even run through the
pi peline, first of all. It just -- it's just confusing to
ne to see how they can proceed with an EI'S when there is
no -- they should have sonet hi ng sayi ng we can nmake a

project here. | don't see that com ng fromthe ngjor
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pl ayer here. It seens |ike a |lot of work for nothing.
You are not going to comment, | know.

MR KUHLE: 1|'ve said that --

MR, MARK MATTER | wish I could read your
m nd

MR. KUHLE: W are evaluating the project
as it's -- we are evaluating the permt applications that
have been submitted to us.

MR, PETE DRONKERS: Can we comment off the
record?

MR, KUHLE: About whether or not Donlin
finds this project feasible?

MR. PETE DRONKERS: Yeah, what he's
t al ki ng about .

MR. KUHLE: His question is --

MR, PETE DRONKERS: My question is: Can
we comment off the record?

MR KUHLE: |I'mtelling you what | know
and what ny role as the Corps of Engi neers and what we are
doing. W have received permt applications for the
Donlin Gold Project, and we have determned it requires an
environnental inpact study, and that's what we are doi ng.
It's not ny role to evaluate the financial feasibility of
t he project.

MR, CGEORGE MORGAN: George Morgan. 'l
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do ny comment now. As he nentioned, 2018 we got a project
other than the gold mne project. W are building a
40-m | e heavy-duty haul road between Kal skag and Pai nute

i n the Yukon through the Portage Muntains. By 2018 we
are going to get 140 mllion dollars for that project.
They are going to build $4, 000, 000 docks on both sides.
That's what we need. That's what we need for our children
to grow. This whole project is not about us. [It's about
our kids, these young people. They are the ones that are
going to be working. Ten years ago they say we wll need
15,000 new jobs. Now it's about five nore years. W are
goi ng to need 15,000 new j obs because at the m ne you
bui I d your own docks. Look at all the people they are
going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.
That's your own thing. But we are doing ours, too, for
the future of our children.

We need to open resources. W can't keep this
whol e area cl osed up. W never say not hing about the NYAC
Gold M ne, the Kako M ne right above Russian M ssion, the
gold mnes up in the Salnon River, the gold mnes in
MG ath. You guys are the ones that is comng out with
t he studi es and saying these are the jobs avail able for
our people. W are not asking for nuch. But you who are
providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.

We can't |live on subsistence anynore. W can't
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even nake noney on that. W need these jobs for our young
people. And this is the exact tine we need this.

So thank you for letting nme speak, but | think
you guys are doing a good job by having these neetings,
listening to everybody. But when you say communiti es,
include the cities because it's not just the tribes |iving
in that city. Include themall. But this is a good
opportunity for jobs for our people. And that's what we
need. Wiy we have all these suicides and stuff, because
t hey have no j obs.

All this |and, we need to open up sone part of
it. W got a mllion acres. W are using only 40 acres
here to provide 15,000 jobs. There is going to be so nmuch
j obs available, we wll have to hire fromoutside. Nowis
a good tine to get ready for these jobs. By the tine
t hese graduate, they'll have four- or $500, 000,000 worth
of projects in this area, which is good, | think. As |long
as you --

We have a uni que water system where all our
wat er conmes out of the nountains. W don't drill down
there for water. It cones out of the nmountains. |It's so
fresh and pure water that fish cone all over and they
spawn in our fresh water. But it's a good opportunity to
provi de jobs for our young people, and that's what we

need. Thank you.
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MR, KUHLE: Thank you. Unless there is

any final questions, we wll nove into the testinony. W
wll go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to
provide that, and we will go into that.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Can we have
a break, please?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yes. Take ten m nutes.

(A break was taken.)

MR KUHLE: Okay. W are going to go into
the testinony portion of our evening. So |I'mgoing to go
down t hrough the nanes of people that indicated they would
like to testify. Sone said maybe, but I'll go to them and
find out. The first one | have is Dave Cannon.

MR. DAVE CANNON: Here | am Dave Cannon.
| guess | know ElI Ss are supposed to consider cunul ative
effects. And | know, you know, |ooking in the future
Quija board stuff trying to figure out what could happen,
but George nentioned this project possibly there from
Kal skag over to the Yukon. And ny big concern woul d be,
you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen,
we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would
all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure. And
t here has been a | ot of other devel opnent -- not
devel opnent -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, al

over. So | think that would all ow ot her devel opnment to
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happen that woul dn't have happened nornmal ly.
So I'mwondering if or how the EIS process is
goi ng to consider those things, cunulative effects.

MR KUHLE: So are you --

MR. DAVE CANNON:  |'m hoping that you can
do that.

MR. KUHLE: GCkay. Thank you. Yes. W
will -- we will do that.

MR. DAVE CANNON: | know it's hard, but I
think it needs to be consi dered.

MR, KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Next person
I's Joe Kaneroff, Jr.

MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR : The questions |
had was about the gas line. You know, | nentioned them
earlier. And also about contai nnent of the waste rock and
all that and how that's going to be managed and howit's
|l ong-term-- how will that affect our region. And another
concern also is the barge traffic, you know. Us as a
community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you
know. Go out npose hunting basically off the river. And
we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence
lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with noose and
cari bou and all the other wildlife that we have.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. Joan
Wl ser.
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MR. DAVE CANNON: | believe she left.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you. Brian Stephanoff.

MR. BRI AN STEPHANCFF: | just wanted to
make a comment. And it was highlighted earlier. \Wen
devel opnent does cone into question, the agencies that are
I nvol ved should try to get as much enpl oynent, workforce
fromthe surrounding communities to get as nany
backgrounds as possi ble, and should also include the
Al aska Natives and the nonAl aska Natives that are residing
within these communities.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. Allen --

MR. BRELSFORD: Sineonoff. Sorry.

Si meon.

MR. ALLEN SIMEON: My nane is Allen Sineon
from Ani ak. Your line material that their -- liner used
to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or
whatnot -- and | used to work up there on Donlin Creek,
and | know that a |lot of the rock has natural acid in it.
And if concentrated and ever |let go, nothing can |live
wthin that acid content. And |I'mwondering if you guys
are using only one liner to protect the environnent. |Is
there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the
inside? One liner is only one liner. And that materi al
up there | eaches already. And that naterial would | each

right down into the drainage and flow right into the
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Kuskokwi m River. So ny question is: How nuch protection
Is going to be used for all of that hazardous materi al
fromthe mning project to keep it contained within that
specific area?

MR KUHLE: Okay.

MR, ALLEN SI MEON: | have anot her one
there. What happens with it? How are you going to get
rid of it? Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or
evaporate or haul it out and/or what? And then the other
question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have
on site. And like | stated earlier, by rule you don't
have to have contai nnent for the whole anount that's
there. And that being in an environnment where everything
flows downhill back to the Kuskokwi m R ver, and that
amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for ful
cont ai nnent instead of what DEC inplies as a rule for fuel
or whatever? That's ny question -- questions.

MR, KUHLE: Ckay. We w il make sure they
are addressed. Thank you. Pete Dronkers.

MR. PETE DRONKERS: | do have a comment on
t he perceived | oopholes in the Cean Water Act and how
that affects the tailings inmpoundnent facility. It's ny
understanding -- | don't want to go too far into the weeds
here, but it's ny understanding that if it's considered a

waste treatnment facility, it does not have to conply with
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di scharge standards. So |I'mnot wanting to get too far
into the details. M general comment woul d be that the
ElI S process consider the ultimate potential closure of the
two main Clean Water Act | oophol es and how t hat woul d
affect the design of the tailings and the placenent of the
tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in
closing those | oopholes, and that could potentially break
the inpact on those plans. So I'd like the EIS process to
at | east consider how litigation with the C ean Water Act
woul d actually affect the m ne engi neeri ng pl ans
specifically on the waste treatnent facility | anguage in
the Clean Water Act.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. That's it,
unless -- is there any renai nder?

MR. MARK LEARY: | didn't see that thing
where you could put if you want to comment. Could I
conment ?

MR. BRELSFORD: Yes. Yes, Mark. Pl ease
go ahead. He said that he didn't see the colum to

I ndicate that he wanted to testify. Now he would like to

testify.
MR KUHLE: Ckay. Yes, please. Go ahead.
MR. MARK LEARY: | was quiet in Bethel
last night. | wanted to build on what Georgi e Boy said.
Is he still here? |I1've tried to think nore about the
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soci al inpacts because | think -- |looks to nme |like there
Is plenty of people | ooking and worryi ng about the

envi ronnental inpacts. Wat | have been thinking about is
t he 2010 census, Bethel census area. That neans all the
vill ages on the Kuskokwi m and Bet hel and sone vill ages on
the coast. 2010 census, 17,000 people. About half are
under the age of 25. And we are grow ng two percent a
year. W don't see it so nuch in the m ddl e Kuskokw m

but two percent a year neans 400 nore people a year in our

region. That's a whole 'nother village every year in our
region. And they are all young.

What are they going to have? Wat are we going
to do for then? Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is --
l"'msorry, but there is going to be too nany peopl e.

The other thing | was thinking about, that shift
wor k, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing,
that's hard on famlies, you know. You m ss 50 percent of
your famly's life. And I'd |ike the devel opers of Donlin
Creek -- and | nentioned this to them-- NYAC, you talk to
all the old-tiners that grew up in NYAC where they built a

town around the m ne, they have not hi ng but good nenori es,

you know. The kids growi ng up there, you know, a school,

everything, store. 1'd like to see -- if this thing goes
forward, I'd like to see it go that way, instead of the
shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off. It's hard on
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your famly, you know. That's all.
MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAMS: | had ny nane for

a comrent on there. Annie Lou WIllians from Kal skag.

MR KUHLE: | mssed it, but please go
ahead. GCGo ahead. | sonehow missed it. |'msorry.
M5. ANNIE LOU WLLIAMS: | was asked to

comment on the jobs for our young nen and wonen, and
especially the ones that are com ng out of high school.

But the other concern that they had were the ones that
were fromthe ages of 19 and on up that need training and
need to go to school and get educated in the fields that
Wll -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin. One
of the things that he said was woul d Ani ak be a
possibility place where we can have peopl e con ng and
training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy
equi pnrent and the welders and all these other things that
need to be acconplished by our young nen and wonen in the
com ng future.

VWhat | saw earlier was 27 years. Just think how
many nen and wonen and young adults can get an educati on,
get training and get into those positions. Because when
you go to a village right now, you | ook at an application,
and nost of the tinme they just say graduated from high

school. |[|I'ma |aborer or just nenial jobs. And then al
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t he ot her high-paid position jobs are from out of our
villages. | would like to see that turn around where it
woul d show that the young nen and wonen fromthe vill ages
are getting the jobs because what | heard was over 5,000
j obs or nore.

So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be
enough peopl e on the Kuskokw m and the Yukon, and they
woul d have to go outside in order to get qualified workers
up at Donlin. |If it's true or not, | have no idea. But
it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools with
our communities up and down the Kuskokwi m and getting a
lot of this training besides all this other information
that we are getting. WMaybe Donlin can ook into this.
know t hey have done a trenendous job of having workers on
and off at Donlin. So let's |Iook at our other young nen
and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting
education to further enhancing their job skills instead of
just the | ow payi ng ones.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. RAYMOND PETERSON: Ray Pet erson.
Teachers here do know that | get -- when | get a chance to
talk to the students here about education, which is very,
very inportant, and we have qualified teachers that do all
of that. But you know how it gets, oh, I'Il do it later

or sonething. And that don't work out. So in that
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category, you know, if they would just go right on, they
can figure out ways to get schol arshi ps and everyt hi ng,
and go get your education because once you | earn, nobody
can take it away fromyou. Like mne, electronics, | got
it. | got a degree in that, but | got so many ot her
things I've done in ny lifetine.
And so I'd like to nore and nore cone see the

ki ds agai n, you know, because right now | have been
| acking, but I will do it. And grade school is where | go
to, also, tell themstories and | et them know what --
education, how inportant it is. Don't be lazy. Do it.
Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR. JON WARD: |'ve heard they are going
to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy
equi pnent training.

MR. KUHLE: Any final coments?

MR, MARK MATTER | comment that | think
of the years living here -- Taylor knows. He used to |ive
here -- actually, |'ve sat alongside of himfighting for

subsi stence rights for the Board of Gane and everybody
el se that we do need sone devel opnent out here, and m ning
is the best avenue. That's a given.

But | get just a little bit disillusioned when I

hear flipping reports about developing this mne fromthe
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big players. 1'd really love to see Barrick cone out here
and address this because they are the player. They are
the ones to get funding. W do need it. Mning is the
best thing for this area. There is nothing el se that
could even conme close to bring in the devel opnent we need
for the young people, plain and sinple. So we have to
work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate
and get the m ne going.

And we can still protect subsistence. The State
is pretty good about watchi ng over subsistence priorities.
So |'msure they can be accommopdating if their managenent
plan is devel oped properly, or a new one.

And that's about all |I've got to say. | would

|li ke to see the nmjor player conme in and encourage us a

little bit.

MR, KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Anybody
el se?

MR, DARYL MCKI NDY: Daryl MKindy. Al ong
wth -- going with all the enploynent that woul d be going
around al so, out here in rural Alaska we got a lot of -- a

| ot of educated people with operating skills, electrical
skills who are nonuni on workers or not in a union. And as
soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be
in a union to get work. So I'd like to see all the --

| ooki ng at other towns out here in rural Al aska, al so.
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MR, KUHLE: All right. Thank you. Any
final comments? GCkay. Thanks for comng. And again,
there is nore informati on on our website,
donl i ngol dei s.com or you can feel free -- the contact
information | gave earlier, feel free to contact ne.
Thanks again for com ng.

MR. BRELSFORD: | wonder if | could take a
qui ck second and al so thanks a |l ot for the fol ks who have
cone tonight. Many of you knew ny famly when we were
here with young kids and so on, and you all have been
friends and fol ks who have held us up through sone
difficult tinmes. |It's wonderful to cone back. This is an
I nportant project. It's very inportant to cone and offer
t he comments.

And peek over our shoul ders. Mike sure we are
doi ng a good job on this technical report. | |ook forward
to comng back to talk with you sone nore. There were a
| ot of good issues, a |lot of very hel pful suggestions.

The fact sheet idea is one | want to go to work on.

| think it's been an enornously successf ul
eveni ng together. | know neetings wear on folks. So
t hank you very much for putting your effort together wth
us tonight. This has been really val uabl e.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:36 p.m)

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
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I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
ne at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by me and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto subscri bed
nmny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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32:17,44:14;55:3; 44:17:45:25:55:36: 71:10,20,72:3 20;17:23;19:6;24:11,
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violation (1) 18:8:53:8:77:2 42:8 Yoder (1) 27:18
16:12 wear (1) woman (1) 4:13 2,350 (1)
violently (1) 79:21 76:16 young (11) 27:13
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Annie Lou, could we invite 



            3    you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good 



            4    frame of mind for tonight?  



            5              (Invocation offered by Annie Lou Williams.)



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening, and welcome to 



            7    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 



            8    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My 



            9    name is Don Kuhle with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 



           10    and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  We also have a 



           11    number of cooperating agencies here who will participate 



           12    in the EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.  



           13    So I'll take a moment and ask them to introduce 



           14    themselves.  



           15                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  I want to say 



           16    thank you for coming out tonight.  My name is Douglas 



           17    Ballou.  I'm the assistant field manager with the 



           18    Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Management, 



           19    and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline 



           20    that will be covering about a third of federal land on its 



           21    way to Donlin.  So I'll be available after the meeting if 



           22    you want to interact, have any questions.  And again, 



           23    thanks for coming out.  



           24                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is 



           25    Mark Jen.  I'm with the United States Environmental 
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            1    Protection Agency in the Anchorage office.  And we are a 



            2    cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps 



            3    of Engineers in developing an environmental impact 



            4    statement and to analyze the environmental impacts 



            5    associated with the Donlin Gold Project.  So we are here 



            6    to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so 



            7    that we can better evaluate those in the EIS document.  



            8    Thanks.  



            9                    MR. BRUNO:  Jeff Bruno with the State of 



           10    Alaska.  I've got a couple of people from the Department 



           11    of Natural Resources.  Jason with the pipeline office, he 



           12    can answer a lot of questions about the pipeline.  Sarah 



           13    Yoder with Health and Social Services, she's working with 



           14    the health impact assessment on this project.  And we are 



           15    here as a cooperating agency on the EIS and here to answer 



           16    any of your questions and hear the comments.  So please 



           17    ask us any questions you have.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  And our third-party 



           19    contractor. 



           20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm Taylor Brelsford, and 



           21    it's great to be back in Aniak after a lot of years.  I've 



           22    now taken -- I work with URS Corporation, and we are the 



           23    third-party contractor providing the technical backup to 



           24    the Army Corps in preparing this EIS.  



           25                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name's Moxie Alexie.  I 
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            1    work with Taylor as part of the EIS team.  I work for URS 



            2    Environmental.  



            3                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  You want the tribes?  



            4    Did you want the tribes?  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Sure.  I didn't 



            6    realize we had -- yes.   



            7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm Dave Cannon.  I'm 



            8    the environmental director with Native Village of 



            9    Napaimute, and we are a cooperating agency. 



           10                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm Lisa Feyereisen 



           11    and I'm with Chuathbaluk Traditional Council, and we are a 



           12    cooperating agency.  



           13                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I'm Mark.  Everybody 



           14    knows me, maybe.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Ready?  Okay.  Okay.  We will 



           16    move into our program.  Feel free to ask any questions as 



           17    we go along.  If you do ask a question, though, please 



           18    identify yourself for the record so that our court 



           19    reporter can get your name correctly.  And also make sure 



           20    that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference 



           21    to make sure she gets the spelling right.  



           22              Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide 



           23    you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We 



           24    have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk 



           25    about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EIS 
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            1    project milestones.  After that we want to provide a basic 



            2    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  



            3    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of 



            4    inviting your comments on the project.  And we encourage 



            5    you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  



            6              We are here tonight because Donlin Gold has 



            7    proposed an open pit gold mine located ten miles north of 



            8    Crooked Creek, which is a community on the Kuskokwim 



            9    River.  And in order to comply with the National 



           10    Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers 



           11    is preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the potential 



           12    impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent 



           13    of the project, and the EIS will be used in making permit 



           14    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  Scoping 



           15    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.  



           16              This map gives an orientation to the project 



           17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



           18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.  



           19    It's a remote area with little development to date and no 



           20    existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing 



           21    transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is 



           22    concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine 



           23    would require all new infrastructure, including roads, a 



           24    pipeline.  All of that would be subject to permitting 



           25    before they could proceed.  
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            1              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



            2    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



            3    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from the 



            4    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in 



            5    Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then 



            6    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go 



            7    to Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And fuel and 



            8    supplies will be off-loaded at a new barge landing in 



            9    Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in 



           10    natural gas for the mill.  



           11              So we are now going to turn to the EIS process, 



           12    and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first 



           13    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 



           14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



           15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this 



           16    case, Donlin Gold has submitted permit applications under 



           17    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the 



           18    Rivers and Harbors Act.  An issuance of these permits 



           19    would be a major federal action and would require an EIS 



           20    to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed 



           21    project.  



           22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



           23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies 



           24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition -- yes.  



           25                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I have a question 
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            1    on the sections there.  Do you have an act for a land 



            2    management act?  Because it's going to be on the land, 



            3    too, you know.  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  An act for the land 



            5    management?  



            6                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Isn't there 



            7    something like for something affecting the land?  Like up 



            8    on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting 



            9    the land and the way of --



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there is a lot of 



           11    different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for 



           12    protecting lands and waters.  



           13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I just see the 



           14    water is on there.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  That's because the 



           16    reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers, 



           17    those are the two laws that we have jurisdiction under, 



           18    and that's what brought us into -- into the project and 



           19    why we are doing the EIS, why we are the lead agency.  



           20    Other agencies that are involved have their own 



           21    jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permits.  The 



           22    State, for example, and BLM will have to issue right of 



           23    way permits for the pipeline.  So there -- and under -- 



           24    under NEPA and under our other project review procedures, 



           25    we consider, you know, impacts to other resources besides 
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            1    water, you know.  You know, interests -- and it would 



            2    include probably, you know, whatever land resources or 



            3    values that you are thinking about.  



            4                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  It would be like 



            5    animals, plants and -- 



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  That will all be 



            7    considered under the EIS.  I think I -- well, I've 



            8    probably got just one more thing.  I think maybe I started 



            9    saying this.  I'm not sure.  But in addition to complying 



           10    with NEPA, the Corps is also required to complete a public 



           11    interest review, and an analysis under section 404(b)(1) 



           12    of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the 



           13    least environmentally damaging practical alternative.  And 



           14    we will incorporate the information necessary for these 



           15    determinations in the EIS.  



           16              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and 



           17    the regional organization will work together on the EIS, 



           18    and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EIS based 



           19    on their permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  



           20    As an example, the project would occur on BLM and on State 



           21    of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to 



           22    issue right-of-way permits for the use of those lands.  



           23    And the tribal governments and the regional organization 



           24    are participating to contribute specialized knowledge 



           25    about the local area resources and land use. 
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            1              The Donlin Gold project will require a large 



            2    number of federal permits and consultations, and this 



            3    slide provides six examples.  I'll mention two of them and 



            4    invite you to read the rest of them yourselves.  First, 



            5    since the project would place fill in wetlands and other 



            6    waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make 



            7    section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not to 



            8    authorize the fill.  And as another example, since a 



            9    portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM 



           10    will need to evaluate the right-of-way application.  You 



           11    can find a more comprehensive list of all the required 



           12    permits in the Donlin Gold application on the project 



           13    website.  



           14              This slide shows there are also many permits 



           15    required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of 



           16    State government are noted here.  For example, over 60 



           17    percent of the pipeline would be installed on State land, 



           18    so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a 



           19    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental 



           20    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and 



           21    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game 



           22    has permitting responsibilities to protect habitat.  



           23              Some of you may be familiar already with the 



           24    steps in preparing an EIS, and the diagram at the right 



           25    side of our slide here shows six major steps that we will 
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            1    be taking from now through November of 2015.  The Record 



            2    of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was 



            3    published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Notice of Intent.  The 



            5    Notice of Intent was in December of 2011.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  What did I say?  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You said Record of 



            8    Decision.  We are going to wrap up early, man.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  The Notice 



           10    of Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal 



           11    Register on December 14th of last year.  And so we -- the 



           12    scoping process began with the Notice of Intent, and it 



           13    will go through March 29, 2013.  And part of that is this 



           14    meeting here tonight.  We have meetings and take comments.  



           15    You can provide comments here and you can also get 



           16    information and comments from our website and in 



           17    newsletters that go out.  Comments and information that we 



           18    receive will be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is 



           19    estimated to be finished by August 2014.  That's just an 



           20    estimate at this point.  It could change, but that's the 



           21    best estimate at this point.  



           22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have 



           23    another round of public hearings and a public review 



           24    period which will take comments on the draft.  Those will 



           25    be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to 
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            1    be completed by October 2015.  And the Corps of Engineers 



            2    and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their 



            3    decisionmaking process and will prepare their own Records 



            4    of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.  



            5              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles.  



            6    Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period 



            7    and review of the draft EIS.  And those are the best 



            8    opportunities for you to provide comments.  Any comments 



            9    that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the 



           10    draft EIS.  



           11              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           12    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



           13    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  First 



           14    is to share information about the proposed project.  And 



           15    we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation.  You 



           16    can also find information, as I said, on the website and 



           17    in the newsletters.  



           18              The second purpose is to provide information 



           19    about EIS milestones, and that's what we showed in the 



           20    previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EIS 



           21    process.  The next two are to identify issues and concerns 



           22    to examine in the EIS and to identify useful information 



           23    from communities.  And we are counting on you to help us 



           24    with these last two.  We would like to know what you would 



           25    like to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any 
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            1    information that we can use to make informed decisions.  



            2              Here is the schedule for scoping meetings.  We 



            3    are in the first round here where we are starting with 



            4    villages closest to the project.  The second week will be 



            5    focused on the lower Kuskokwim River.  The third week we 



            6    will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  



            7    And the final round includes the middle Yukon and the 



            8    upper Kuskokwim River.  



            9              This map is a bit busy, but the color scheme 



           10    represents how many subregions of the project there are in 



           11    the project area, and they help to show how the scoping 



           12    plan was developed.  For example, the orange dots show The 



           13    Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest the proposed 



           14    project.  This subregion that we are holding meetings in, 



           15    Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site 



           16    and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub.  For the 



           17    other subregions, meetings will similarly be held in the 



           18    subregional hubs.  



           19              We will stop here to see if anybody has any 



           20    questions to this point on the EIS process.  



           21                    MR. MARK MATTER:  You said this mostly 



           22    concerns the pipeline?  The Corps of Engineers, you are 



           23    just looking at the pipeline on the EIS?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  No, no.  We are looking at the 



           25    entire project.  Pipeline is one part of it.







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        14







            1                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I guess my question 



            2    would be for DNR.  Are they relooking at the Kuskokwim 



            3    Area Management Plan on this study or not?  Because we 



            4    have a Kuskokwim Area Management Plan, and I just wonder 



            5    how that's being addressed in this process.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  So you are asking if the 



            7    State -- 



            8                    MR. MARK MATTER:  DNR is -- 



            9                    MR. BRUNO:  They are looking at it.  It's 



           10    in their queue.  I think it's the next one that they are 



           11    supposed to be taking a look at.  No guarantees on this, 



           12    but I think this is going to push it to a priority for 



           13    them is what I have been told.  And that's the RADS 



           14    department is the name of them.  They are the ones that 



           15    run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going 



           16    to push up their priorities.



           17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  How long does something 



           18    like that take?  



           19                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It takes three to four 



           20    years roughly for an area plan from its beginning to its 



           21    completion.  



           22                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I understand that you 



           23    haven't started yet.  It would have to be started in order 



           24    for the State to issue permits and stuff.  



           25                    MR. BRUNO:  They would not start that to 
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            1    issue the permits.  



            2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  Are they two 



            3    independent processes or are they overlapping?  



            4                    MR. BRUNO:  They are two independent 



            5    processes.  



            6                    MR. JASON WALSH:  The State doesn't need 



            7    the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that 



            8    plan stands until such time that the new area plan has 



            9    been adopted.  So any permitting that's going to be issued 



           10    will use the old plan as guidance.  



           11                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  When was that plan done 



           12    though, the existing plan?



           13                    MR. JASON WALSH:  I don't know.



           14                    MR. BRUNO:  I can find that out for you.



           15                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It's on their website, 



           16    and I'm sure -- I would guess it's in the mid '80s.  But 



           17    it is on their website.  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question is:  What 



           19    kind of land management plans would govern decisions for 



           20    the entire project?  And the Kuskokwim Area Plan is one 



           21    very good example, but there are several other management 



           22    plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for example, that 



           23    would also -- State land management plans, and then the 



           24    BLM has a land management plan.  And in each case the 



           25    permit decisions would have to act in concert with the 
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            1    land management plans.  



            2              So in some of the permit application materials 



            3    from Donlin, there is actually a fairly detailed listing 



            4    of what the land management plans are that would affect 



            5    permit decisions for the pipeline and the mine site and 



            6    then down on the transportation corridor to Jungjuk.  



            7              So land use planning is one layer of background 



            8    information that has to be considered in the permit 



            9    decisions.  



           10                    MR. MARK MATTER:  It's just my hope that 



           11    they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on 



           12    looking to say it's a violation of our existing management 



           13    plan and postpone it another couple years or something 



           14    along those lines.  In other words, get the lead out and 



           15    not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it 



           16    violates the plan or not, I guess.  



           17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good discussion.  Thank 



           18    you.  Other questions about the EIS?  



           19                    MR. JON WARD:  Jon Ward from Aniak.  I 



           20    have lived here many, many years.  Where is Jungjuk?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe there is 



           22    anything there right now.  It's -- you would -- you could 



           23    look at the map here.  There would be a 30-mile road 



           24    constructed from Jungjuk to the mine site.  It's downriver 



           25    from Crooked Creek.  I don't know exactly how many river 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        17







            1    miles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek.  And it 



            2    would require a 30-mile road from there to the mine site.  



            3                    MR. JON WARD:  The old government cabin, 



            4    they call it? 



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure what's there.  



            6                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It's up around the bend 



            7    from Oskawalik.  



            8                    MR. RAY PETERSON:  I think it's the area 



            9    below -- around Canoe Village area over, right?  This side 



           10    of Horn Mountain.  



           11                    MR. BRIAN KUHLE:  Brian Stephanoff from 



           12    Russian Mission.  I've got a question about the EIS 



           13    process.  It seems when I looked at the map that it 



           14    crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim.  I 



           15    counted five.  And I was wondering if salmon habitat has 



           16    also been pulled into question within this EIS.  



           17    Furthermore, crossing over salmon streams and going back 



           18    to indigenous knowledge, indigenous land use, will these 



           19    rights-of-way on the roads affect or limit the traditional 



           20    and customary uses over these landscapes and waterways or 



           21    that will hinder the -- a family's ability within these 



           22    nearby communities to go and freely harvest their foods, 



           23    these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess your first 



           25    question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the salmon 
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            1    fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.  



            2    And traditional and customary uses will be also considered 



            3    in the EIS.  If you have any specific information 



            4    regarding a specific salmon run or a fishery or your own 



            5    personal use, I would encourage you to submit those 



            6    comments to us, you know, either on our website or we will 



            7    tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the 



            8    number of ways you can submit your comments.  But you 



            9    know, we would like to know about any information you have 



           10    in those regards.  



           11                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Russian Mission is 



           12    on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed.  And looking 



           13    at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and 



           14    Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up 



           15    the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many 



           16    people living along the lower Yukon.  Salmon habitat is 



           17    also a very important and critical issue.  I believe that 



           18    some of -- some of the five species of salmon here to date 



           19    have been on the affected list.  I'm not sure if they are 



           20    a threatened species or impacted species, but -- 



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I can assure you we 



           22    are not going to limit our evaluation to one side of the 



           23    divide.  We are not going to limit it to the Kuskokwim 



           24    drainage.  We will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.  



           25                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  One last comment.  
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            1    When digging for any kind of soil and you run into a 



            2    burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural 



            3    patrimony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian 



            4    Mission and Aniak have these longstanding ties that 



            5    predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of 



            6    10,000 years.  So it would be nice if -- if any kind of -- 



            7    if these types of questions also be included in the EIS 



            8    because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for 



            9    example, a spear point or run into human remains, it would 



           10    be best to include these villagers that are tied in 



           11    ancestrally to these grounds.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess I can say that, 



           13    you know, when we issue permits, that we include 



           14    conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources, 



           15    that they stop to allow them to be evaluated, that they 



           16    notify us.  I guess I'm not sure if I followed your entire 



           17    question.  Are you also asking that local villages be 



           18    notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that 



           19    those exist?  



           20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  This free and 



           21    informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a 



           22    human remain, if there is a possibility.  That's all I was 



           23    commenting on.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, I think it's 



           25    helpful to mention that cultural resources are one of the 
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            1    technical study areas prior to the permitting.  So there 



            2    is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a 



            3    comprehensive study of cultural resources along the 



            4    project area.  That then becomes a section in the EIS, and 



            5    it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to 



            6    those cultural resources.  And then finally there are 



            7    protective measures or mitigation measures, and these can 



            8    even be permit conditions, like Don was just saying, where 



            9    there is a protocol for the proper handling of any 



           10    discovered cultural resources, unanticipated discoveries.  



           11    And those do often include consultation with local 



           12    communities.  There is actually separate legislation and 



           13    consultation requirements regarding cultural resources.  



           14              So I think you are raising a good point.  And 



           15    the answer is that this is a topic well within the EIS.  



           16                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Thank you.  



           17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Question on if anybody 



           18    wants to delve into the baseline information, the streams 



           19    that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or 



           20    wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Have you been on our website 



           22    yet?  



           23                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I have, yeah.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think the answer to 



           25    that is at the current time the baseline studies report, 
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            1    the environmental evaluation document is not quite 



            2    complete.  So the EIS team is working with parts of that 



            3    report.  Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating 



            4    agencies.  And this is a description of the baseline 



            5    studies, baseline conditions.  Then there is another 



            6    chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential 



            7    impacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin 



            8    Gold, with the applicant.  



            9              My understanding is once that complete report is 



           10    available, we would post it on the website.  That would 



           11    become a publicly available document.  So when it's 



           12    completed -- and that's not a long time from now -- when 



           13    the complete document is available, it is to be posted on 



           14    the website.  



           15                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  This is Ryan Maroney.  



           16    Would the actual data be posted, as well, or only the 



           17    report and analysis of the data?



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I think -- I'm not sure 



           19    exactly which data you are interested in, but I believe 



           20    that, you know, the wetlands data was, like, seven 



           21    gigabytes of data, and I think we decided that if anybody 



           22    wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to 



           23    get it to them.  As far as other data, I guess -- 



           24                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My question was 



           25    specifically all of it because during the time of 
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            1    collection requests were made to Donlin to share that 



            2    information, and they said they would share it at the time 



            3    that they filed the permit.  So I was just curious if that 



            4    would be shared via the Corps or separately.



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Our intent is to make data 



            6    available.  If it's not on the website yet, we will try to 



            7    get it on there.  If it's too much -- like I said, seven 



            8    gigabytes of data.  But if you wanted to review that, we 



            9    would find a way to make it available to you.



           10                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a detail 



           11    question we need to be a little careful and do this 



           12    step-wise.  Don is first referring to the wetlands permit 



           13    application, and it has quite extensive data on the 



           14    wetlands.  That is a public document.  And we haven't 



           15    posted it on the website because of the size, but we 



           16    invite special requests.  And we are able to transmit the 



           17    permit applications.  



           18              When a company goes to the government and says 



           19    we want to build something, do something, that permit and 



           20    all of its data in the permit is a public document.  Now, 



           21    the technical studies underlying the environmental 



           22    evaluation report, I don't actually know the current 



           23    status of whether all those technical studies are slated 



           24    for release or not.  But I think what's helpful tonight is 



           25    to take it as a scoping comment and for us to evaluate and 
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            1    explore whether all of the technical studies, the 



            2    environmental baseline studies could be released and what 



            3    the mechanism for that might be.  



            4              But I don't want us to get out -- I don't want 



            5    to answer a question that we don't really know the answer 



            6    to.  So let's treat it as a request as a question that 



            7    would be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and 



            8    the EIS leadership.  



            9              I think you have got another question.  



           10                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  I'd 



           11    like to second that in terms of every piece of baseline 



           12    data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access format 



           13    on-line for people because one problem is that certain 



           14    documents are sometimes available, but certain ones are 



           15    very difficult to come by.  And I know seven gigabytes is 



           16    a lot, but it can be broken down.  If there is a will, 



           17    there is a way to do that.  And so I'd like to make that a 



           18    scoping comment, as well, that every piece of information 



           19    that's available to any agency personnel internally should 



           20    also be available to anybody else.  



           21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Duly noted.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  I'll take that under 



           23    consideration.  Any other questions?



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Maybe we are ready to move 



           25    on.  The next section is going to be the project and its 
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            1    components.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move now to a 



            3    summary of the mining project proposed by Donlin Gold.  



            4    Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two large 



            5    international mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  



            6    And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands owned by 



            7    two Alaska Native corporations.  The Calista Corporation 



            8    is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is 



            9    the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a very large 



           10    project.  They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of 



           11    gold per year for a time frame of 27 and a half years of 



           12    production.  And they will be processing 59,000 tons of 



           13    ore each day.  



           14              We have already noted that Donlin Gold would be 



           15    located in a remote part of the state stretching from Cook 



           16    Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home to some 



           17    66 communities that might be affected by the project.  In 



           18    many communities the project might affect lands and 



           19    resources that are used for subsistence and other 



           20    livelihood activities.  This project will face an 



           21    extensive set of legal requirements, including many 



           22    permits and many agencies involved.  



           23              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a 



           24    time line from exploration through closure.  Donlin has 



           25    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 
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            1    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit 



            2    applications, and we are now starting the three-year 



            3    permitting period, the first step of which is the scoping 



            4    meetings.  That's why we are here tonight for a scoping 



            5    meeting.  



            6              At the conclusion of the EIS process, the 



            7    agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If 



            8    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with 



            9    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27 



           10    and a half years of operations.  



           11              At the conclusion of the active life of the 



           12    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and 



           13    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill 



           14    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste 



           15    treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility 



           16    and the waste rock storage facilities.  The lands would be 



           17    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.  



           18              I'll turn to the major components of the 



           19    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.  



           20    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the 



           21    Trans-Alaska Pipeline system.  It would be a cold pipe.  



           22    It would not generate heat and would not damage the 



           23    permafrost.  



           24              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the 



           25    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using 
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            1    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 



            2    center photo on the top of the slide.  This technique 



            3    would be used among the other crossings to be used to 



            4    cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.  



            5              The image of a block valve on the right side of 



            6    the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not 



            7    be fenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to 



            8    subsistence uses areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed 



            9    every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring 



           10    and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process 



           11    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The 



           12    design would allow access, but after construction, no 



           13    improved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water 



           14    crossings.  



           15              This slide shows the pipeline would start at 



           16    Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west 



           17    along the foothills of the Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim 



           18    River Valley, continue west to the mine site at Crooked 



           19    Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State 



           20    lands, 34 percent BLM lands, ten percent Native 



           21    corporation land.  



           22              If you would note the blue segments where an 



           23    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge 



           24    and the Alaska Range.  This would separate from the 



           25    original proposal at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        27







            1    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently 



            2    notified the Corps that this alternative is under 



            3    consideration, and they will be examining it during 



            4    geotechnical investigations this coming summer.  



            5              This slide shows the project components at the 



            6    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of those.  



            7    Number one on the slide is the open pit which would 



            8    eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, 



            9    one mile wide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the 



           10    mine life.  



           11              Number two is the tailings impoundment, 



           12    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.  



           13    It would cover about 2,350 acres.  That would be about 



           14    three and a half square miles.  And the tailings are the 



           15    powder-like material that's left after the gold has been 



           16    removed in the mill.  



           17              Number three is the waste rock facility, which 



           18    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the 



           19    rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  



           20              These major facilities support the mill and 



           21    would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.  



           22              This is an overview of the major transportation 



           23    infrastructure.  The project would require new or expanded 



           24    port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to 



           25    river barges.  The barges would proceed up the Kuskokwim 
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            1    River to a new barge landing that would be constructed at 



            2    Jungjuk, and from there they would be taken by -- there 



            3    would be a new 30-mile road to the mine site.  Also at the 



            4    mine site would be, or near the mine site, a new 



            5    5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mine site would be a 



            6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.  



            7              This is the proposed barge landing at Jungjuk.  



            8    And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank 



            9    and about 1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total 



           10    of 26 acres.  



           11                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre.  



           12    How much barge traffic would be expected?  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm going to get to that here 



           14    in just a --



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question.  Here comes 



           16    the answer.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  The Donlin Gold project 



           18    would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim River to 



           19    transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to 



           20    power the large mining equipment and trucks at the mine.  



           21    And the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  There would 



           22    be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be 



           23    about three barge tow passings per day.  It would be most 



           24    likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any 



           25    given day.  There would be four barges per tow.  It would 
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            1    be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 



            2    fuel barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 



            3    tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons 



            4    each.  And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and 



            5    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same during 



            6    both the construction and the operations periods.



            7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  So just about anywhere 



            8    you are on the river there is a chance you will see three 



            9    barges a day whether you are -- 



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Three barge tows.  Each tow 



           11    would have four barges, yes.



           12                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  At any given point on 



           13    the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average 



           14    you would see three, two up, one down and vice versa?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  That's my understanding, yes.  



           16                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  How are they 



           17    analyzing the impacts of that traffic on the -- I mean, is 



           18    there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they 



           19    analyzing the impact of that on the river, the silt, the 



           20    fish, et cetera, et cetera?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I think a good part of that 



           22    will be based on comments that are -- that we receive on 



           23    the concerns that are out there, and -- 



           24                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  There is no --



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know offhand.  I 
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            1    expect maybe Taylor probably knows better than I do what's 



            2    been done so far.



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Only because I'm five 



            4    pages ahead in the study plans than Don is.  But there is 



            5    actually an analysis.  This could be broken into several 



            6    components.  The physical component which would look at 



            7    hydrology, erosion and sedimentation effects of barge 



            8    traffic.  So there is a baseline study having to do with 



            9    erosion and sedimentation in the Kuskokwim River.  Then 



           10    the biological component would be the potential for 



           11    impacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to 



           12    wildlife.  And I don't remember a baseline.  I don't know 



           13    the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be 



           14    analyzed in the EIS.  And then the third category would be 



           15    displacement of existing uses.  So river travel, 



           16    commercial fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would 



           17    be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic 



           18    would have.  



           19              So there is some base -- it would be good to say 



           20    some of the baseline data has been examined and it forms 



           21    the foundation for this analysis and estimate of impacts 



           22    that will come in the draft EIS.



           23                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  So where in the 



           24    thousands and thousands and thousands of pages is that 



           25    analysis found?  In Chapter 3?
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm trying to remember 



            2    where I read this and when.  So the environmental 



            3    evaluation document baseline conditions does have a 



            4    section with some diagrams and maps of the erosion and 



            5    sedimentation dynamics in the Kuskokwim River.  They also 



            6    in the biological section have a set of observations about 



            7    birds and some other wildlife under baseline conditions in 



            8    the Kuskokwim River occurrence, frequency, distribution as 



            9    it is now.  And that would then be the basis for the 



           10    future, the estimate of change.



           11                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I guess I don't know 



           12    if I'm articulating myself.  My question is:  Did they do 



           13    a baseline study by following a barge up the river and see 



           14    what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do 



           15    they just do a study that these are how many birds we have 



           16    at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?  



           17    How did they analyze the impact of the barge?  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I haven't seen the 



           19    effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects 



           20    document.  I was only responding to the question about 



           21    what kind of baseline material was there.  We have got 



           22    some follow-up questions, so I want to be courteous in 



           23    this.  George had his hand up in a second and then we can 



           24    come back to you, Mark, if that's okay.  And Lisa, are we 



           25    good for a second?  We may have to come back to this in 
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            1    additional discussion?



            2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm just wondering 



            3    if you could point out where I could find it.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You have Chapter 3 as a 



            5    cooperating agency, the environmental effects document in 



            6    Chapter 3.  So it's going to be towards the front of it in 



            7    the section on the physical environment for erosion and 



            8    sedimentation, some of the river hydrology baseline 



            9    material.  



           10              George, go ahead.  



           11                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan from 



           12    Kalskag.  We have three or four barge lines in the river 



           13    already.  My concern is, where do they dump their water 



           14    and sewer in the barges?  Right now they just dump them 



           15    into the river.  Is this going to be a policy here where 



           16    you don't dump into the river, have septic tanks or you 



           17    can go to villages and dump your water and sewer.  Don't 



           18    dump it into the river.  That's my concern.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good comment.  I think 



           20    Mark was next.  



           21                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary, Napaimute.  



           22    Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the 



           23    Crowley barge on a few trips collecting information.  



           24    That's how they built some of the planning.  That's what 



           25    little bit I know.  
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            1                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou 



            2    Williams from Kalskag.  Correct me if I'm hearing wrong, 



            3    but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you 



            4    will be seeing them wherever you are?



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you wouldn't -- you 



            6    couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.  



            7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean if I 



            8    was in Bethel or if I was in Aniak or even in Kalskag I 



            9    would see three a day come by no matter where I was?



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  If you sat on the bank for 24 



           11    hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either 



           12    up or down.



           13                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  And then three 



           14    more coming down the next day?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  It might be two up and 



           16    one down or one up and two down most likely, I suppose.  



           17    That would be the most likely scenario.  



           18                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Annie asked you if the 



           19    next day you would see the three again.  Every day three 



           20    would go by.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you know, that's -- I 



           22    think if you add up the total estimated amount, they have 



           23    allowed some for logistics and, you know, it probably 



           24    won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you 



           25    know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational 
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            1    plan is, as I understand it, would allow -- that would be 



            2    the most likely scenario.



            3                    MR. MARK LEARY:  One thing they learned -- 



            4    and I'd like to hear more about it -- is there are some 



            5    spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow.  They 



            6    have to stop, break two off, push two through, come back, 



            7    get the other two.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess I'm not aware 



            9    of that.  I would ask that you make a comment to that, you 



           10    know, submit that comment to us one way or another, 



           11    either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the 



           12    website or e-mail it to me so that we can be sure to get 



           13    that into the record.



           14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me respond to this, 



           15    and then we will continue the questions.  There is 



           16    actually a transportation plan that is mentioned in one of 



           17    the permit documents.  It was not completed as of the end 



           18    of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details.  What 



           19    we are providing here is really a pretty rough estimate, 



           20    but I do know that a more detailed plan for the 



           21    transportation process is under preparation.  And when 



           22    that's available, it would be posted on the website the 



           23    same as the other permit application documents.  So I 



           24    think there is still a lot to learn about the details of 



           25    the barging process.  
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            1              Many of the comments tonight belong in the 



            2    record as scoping questions that need to be examined.  We 



            3    need to look more deeply into this and have much more 



            4    information about it by the time we get to the EIS.  



            5              So there was -- I think Jacques was in line for 



            6    a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then 



            7    Raymond Peterson.  



            8                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Are you guys going 



            9    to compare other rivers that have experienced large growth 



           10    like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Other rivers that have --



           12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Well, since we 



           13    haven't seen this growth before, maybe there is other 



           14    rivers in Alaska or throughout the country that have 



           15    experienced barge growth, I guess, that you might be able 



           16    to compare to.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  I mean, I'm not aware -- I 



           18    haven't seen all the studies on that so far.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Again, we are at an early 



           20    stage.  We are gathering input to guide the EIS, so I 



           21    think it's a very helpful question as a scoping comment.



           22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm sure we are not 



           23    the first river to see a growth in traffic.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And you are suggesting 



           25    there ought to be a comparative analysis with other cases.  
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            1    I think I can say generally that the subject matter 



            2    specialists operate from their literatures, and those 



            3    would be case studies and other comparable examples that 



            4    would allow them to make a reasoned estimate for the 



            5    impacts in this case.  So we will make note of your 



            6    emphasis on comparative cases.  And then I think that's 



            7    something that the subject matter folks are likely to do 



            8    anyway, but this would be a way to emphasize the 



            9    importance of it.  



           10              So then we had Mark, and then Raymond Peterson.  



           11    So Mark, go ahead.  



           12                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I would like the EIS to 



           13    address any future dredging that may be necessary in some 



           14    of the shallow water processes.  It would be good to have 



           15    that addressed ahead of time, the impacts that's going to 



           16    be and what's the extent of any dredging that might take 



           17    place.  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Raymond, please.



           19                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson, local 



           20    resident, former riverboat pilot.  So I know, you know, 



           21    you have got so much traffic going up and down, I never 



           22    hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you 



           23    know, because that's important before you do all your 



           24    trafficking.  And then the river changes so much.  And 



           25    every year water drops or water raises.  And that's when 
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            1    you have to be real careful on what you do on your 



            2    churning, you know, on the fish we have.  So be very 



            3    careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you 



            4    have your GPS.  We use the eye and know the river.  And 



            5    now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge 



            6    systems next.  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Allen Simeon from 



            9    Aniak.  Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got 



           10    20 blockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross 



           11    how many rivers?  I'm wondering, are you going to be 



           12    having those before and/or after each river?  And how much 



           13    pressure is in that pipeline?  And do you have a storage 



           14    area to hold off anything else that you have to divert in 



           15    case there is a breakage?  Because this 300-and-some mile 



           16    of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure 



           17    in there if there is a breakage.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know that their 



           19    position -- they're not positioned -- 



           20                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  You're going to be 



           21    hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some 



           22    sort of a process.  Now, you are going to get gas over 



           23    there.  What if something happens to that gas?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline -- one of our 



           25    cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and -- 
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Hazardous Materials -- 



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Hazardous Materials and Safety 



            3    Administration.  And I'm sure that they will look at that 



            4    in great detail.  



            5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Another question is, 



            6    you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things, 



            7    and by rule they don't have to contain the whole amount 



            8    that's stored there.  And over there at Crooked Creek 



            9    there, if there is a rupture, that's a tremendous amount 



           10    of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked 



           11    Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of 



           12    Alaska.  I just want to bring that up.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a good comment, and we 



           14    will make sure that that's examined.



           15                    MR. MARK MATTER:  [inaudible] at SHAW last 



           16    spring doing some paperwork for our mining operation, and 



           17    they were told I guess through NovaGold, because they have 



           18    a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were 



           19    planning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before 



           20    they started bringing gas for their gas product.  Anybody 



           21    heard anything about that?  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard anything about 



           23    that.  



           24                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I mean, these are 



           25    federal agencies.  They told us that.  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we can say loud 



            2    and clear that the application is for a natural gas 



            3    pipeline, full stop.  There is nothing in the plan of 



            4    development for the natural gas pipeline that talks about 



            5    any other fuel resources being transported in it.  And we 



            6    have said a number of times today that the -- this process 



            7    is legally driven, that the permit application triggers an 



            8    EIS.  The EIS is a comprehensive analysis.  Ultimately 



            9    there are permit decisions, and if those decisions are 



           10    positive, there are detailed permit conditions.  I think 



           11    many of you are somewhat familiar with the details that go 



           12    with a right-of-way grant or other kind of permits.  



           13              So there is not going to be bait and switch on 



           14    something of that sort.  The application is binding.  The 



           15    legal decisions, the permit decisions are binding in that 



           16    respect.  



           17                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I had questions 



           18    about that pipeline, also.  You know, it's my 



           19    understanding natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and 



           20    they are --



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Pressurized, yes.  



           22                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, they are 



           23    high pressure.  I was working on the Slope working on the 



           24    pipeline and stuff.  When they rupture, they rupture 



           25    violently.  What kind of emergency response do we have for 
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            1    an accident like that?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it does have emergency 



            3    valves.  And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the 



            4    Pipeline Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration, 



            5    and that's their bailiwick.  That's what they will be 



            6    analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.  



            7                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Would they be 



            8    based out of Anchorage and be flying to these locations, 



            9    or are there going to be roadways to them, or how would 



           10    they access it?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  How are they going to access 



           12    it if there is a accident?  



           13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, the pipeline 



           14    in general.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  I imagine they would -- in 



           16    their permits would establish procedures but, you know, 



           17    that would be up to them.  And it would be addressed in 



           18    the EIS.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the pipeline design is 



           20    to prevent a release, and then the protective measures in 



           21    the permit conditions define the drill -- there will be an 



           22    emergency response plan that outlines what materials are 



           23    staged, prestaged and how they would be mobilized, what 



           24    kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on 



           25    any spill response.  So we are sort of delving in -- I 
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            1    think it's helpful to ask will the EIS address these 



            2    things, and the answer is yes, these are standard elements 



            3    of an EIS.  And your asking the question makes it all the 



            4    more important that we address it really thoroughly in the 



            5    EIS.  



            6              So we are very early in this.  I hope folks were 



            7    paying attention.  This is a three-year project before the 



            8    EIS is completed.  After scoping in this next month, the 



            9    technical teams go to work for over a year to put together 



           10    the draft EIS.  It comes out in late summer of 2014.  And 



           11    then you have another chance to look and see if the 



           12    questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough 



           13    review and provided good answers.  If they didn't, you get 



           14    another chance to say, wait a minute, I'm not satisfied 



           15    with that answer in the draft.  I want more attention on 



           16    this and that, and that becomes the basis for the final 



           17    EIS in the last year.  



           18                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  This 314-mile pipeline, 



           19    no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are going 



           20    to lose your pressure coming between here and there.  And 



           21    what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the 



           22    rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be 



           23    people there to actually monitor that or what's going to 



           24    happen?  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is just -- 
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            1    there is one pressure compression station located towards 



            2    the beginning closer to Cook Inlet.  I don't recall the 



            3    exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.  



            4    There is just one compression station.



            5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  That's going to be a 



            6    tremendous amount of pressure in the very beginning before 



            7    it can get all the way over there to reach the end.  And 



            8    I've witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel line and what 



            9    they have to do just to go six miles with fuel.  And I was 



           10    wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start 



           11    off with.  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me suggest this on 



           13    one of the -- when we wrap up, we can pull up the plan of 



           14    development and look it up.  I'm not quick enough on that 



           15    detail to have it in my head, but I know how we can look 



           16    it up.  So we will do that together, Allen, before we 



           17    leave tonight.  I couldn't happen to remember there was 



           18    one compression station, and it's in about milepost 15 or 



           19    20.  It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.  



           20    And according to the design, that is sufficient to 



           21    power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the 



           22    range and out to the Kuskokwim Valley.



           23                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And then the horizontal 



           24    drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the 



           25    Kuskokwim River and up on the other side, is that correct?  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Correct. 



            2                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And who is going to do 



            3    that?  I'm just wondering.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's a very good question.  



            5    All of the construction -- we are at the permitting stage.  



            6    If the permits are issued, then Donlin would set out in 



            7    the construction phase.  And I think, generally speaking, 



            8    they select contractors to do this kind of work.  The 



            9    pipeline plan of development actually has quite a bit of 



           10    detail about the phases, what would occur each year and 



           11    starting at two different ends.  So we could peek at some 



           12    of that.  We certainly don't know the names of contractors 



           13    that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done 



           14    generally by contractors.  



           15                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  The reason I ask that 



           16    is, I'm familiar with that.  I seen that at Alpine when 



           17    they went underneath the river.  And they had to run 



           18    portable generators just to keep the ground from thawing 



           19    out.  Now, I don't know what kind of problems we are going 



           20    to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running 



           21    the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any 



           22    kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially 



           23    going under rivers because the river erodes by itself 



           24    regardless every year.  And assisting it in any way I 



           25    think might create more problems.  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think damage to 



            2    permafrost and the potential implications of horizontal 



            3    directional drilling on river erosion, these are some 



            4    scoping questions that Allen is raising for us.  Jacques 



            5    and then Mark and then Ryan.



            6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Would Donlin be 



            7    paying for the pipeline project or -- I'm not sure how 



            8    that would work.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I know you know the 



           10    answer.  We all know the answer to that.



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  It's their pipeline.



           12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'd just like to 



           13    make a request as part of the permitting process that 



           14    there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook 



           15    into the pipeline as part of the deal.  And that if the 



           16    State grants the permits, it seems like it would be a 



           17    tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to come 



           18    this close without having the option of us hooking into 



           19    it.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  For the purpose of the EIS, we 



           21    are not going to evaluate all that.  What's the term? 



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Common carrier.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Common carrier is my 



           24    understanding.  Would be a common carrier and, you know, I 



           25    guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to 
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            1    delve into details of that as part of the EIS.  



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the regulatory status 



            3    of this pipeline, when they use the term common carrier, 



            4    it means that any party can ask to transport gas.  That 



            5    pipeline does not belong to one party and that company -- 



            6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  They are just 



            7    building it.  



            8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  They build it, they 



            9    install it.  They obviously have the primary use of it, 



           10    but a common carrier pipeline is available for other 



           11    parties.  So the Middle Kuskokwim Electric Co-op, some 



           12    other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes 



           13    of power generation in the Kuskokwim Valley.  



           14              As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into 



           15    a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer 



           16    to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that 



           17    pipeline would be a common carrier.  



           18              I forgot who was next.  I think Mark and then 



           19    Ryan.  



           20                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary.  I have some 



           21    good questions.  I've learned a little bit about it.  I 



           22    wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the 



           23    Kuskokwim.  And if I remember right I might be off a 



           24    little bit.  It's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to 



           25    be way below the bottom of the river.  It's going to be in 
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            1    the bedrock.  



            2              My question was back to barging.  At the meeting 



            3    in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard 



            4    declined to be a cooperating agency.  But if this goes 



            5    forward, will we expect to see more permanent Coast Guard 



            6    presence on the river?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Because of the additional 



            8    barge traffic?



            9                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Yeah.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be up to them, I 



           11    guess.  I'm not -- I can't speak for the Coast Guard.  I 



           12    don't know.  It's not -- I guess if you feel there is 



           13    hazards that they need to somehow monitor or control or 



           14    regulate, then I guess that's a comment I'd ask you to get 



           15    into the record here.



           16                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It seems like we all 



           17    behave better when the cops are around.



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's don't lose sight of 



           19    the fact, just because they don't step forward as a 



           20    cooperating agency and come every other week to a meeting, 



           21    they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation.  



           22    So Don I think said last night, and I really want to 



           23    underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a 



           24    responsibility in terms of navigational aids and 



           25    navigation in the navigable waterways.  And that doesn't 
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            1    go away.  Later in the stage we expect them to get a lot 



            2    more engaged in the EIS and in the permitting process to 



            3    understand specific legal responsibilities that they might 



            4    have.  Not so much now, but later on when we get to this 



            5    navigation question, that is one where the Coast Guard has 



            6    some legal obligations.  



            7                    MR. MARK LEARY:  We can expect the route 



            8    to be buoyed every year?  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know the extent, 



           10    the exact configuration of their involvement in it.  I 



           11    don't think we know that for now.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  You could certainly make -- 



           13    you know, like I said, get your comments and questions 



           14    into the record, and as we look into these, we will work 



           15    with the Coast Guard and get their responses.  And those 



           16    could be included in the draft.  



           17                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My name is Ryan 



           18    Maroney, and I just had a question about the process.  If 



           19    the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is 



           20    this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally, 



           21    is that considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you 



           22    should bring that forward on the website or submit it, but 



           23    if people say it right now, is that considered on the 



           24    record, or are you just encouraging them to put more 



           25    detail into a second comment?
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  It's on the record, but I 



            2    guess I'm just trying to be very thorough and ask people 



            3    to, you know --



            4                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  I just wanted to make 



            5    sure if they brought it up now that it was considered and 



            6    if they didn't get to the web or submit it or write a 



            7    letter later --



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  It will all be transcribed and 



            9    all the issues that are raised in the meetings will be 



           10    addressed.  



           11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose this in a 



           12    minute.  We have got just one or two more slides on the 



           13    project description, and then we want to go to issues.  So 



           14    Mark, work with us.  We will take the question now, but 



           15    let's keep track of the -- we have some more things to 



           16    cover.  



           17                    MR. MARK MATTER:  So help me in the 



           18    process.  You said you are going to proceed with this EIS 



           19    on the understanding that there will be no access -- did I 



           20    hear that earlier -- of this corridor?  No public access.  



           21    Did I hear that earlier?  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's the opposite.  



           24    I think what this slide showed is that the pipeline 



           25    corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the 
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            1    compressor station, some of the safety valves are fenced 



            2    in a ten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature 



            3    is not fenced.  It is not a barrier to travel traditional 



            4    uses across the landscape.  The last part of what Don said 



            5    is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the 



            6    purpose of building the pipeline.  It will be demobilized.  



            7    All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area 



            8    that's brushed every ten years.  And that's for the 



            9    purposes of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for 



           10    monitoring.



           11                    MR. MARK MATTER:  What about snowmachines?  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Actually, it's a very 



           13    important point.  I think we do understand that on the 



           14    Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access from the west 



           15    side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an 



           16    important potential issue about security to some of the 



           17    facilities and displacement of uses.  And I don't think we 



           18    have all the answers on that yet.  I think there is still 



           19    a lot to learn about what public uses might turn out to be 



           20    on a cleared right-of-way of that sort.  But I think on 



           21    the Kuskokwim Valley side, starting with the questions 



           22    that our friend from Russian Mission raised, the key is 



           23    that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional land 



           24    uses on the Kuskokwim side of the range.  



           25                    MR. JASON WALSH:  Excuse me, Taylor.  
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            1    There is a lot of questions about the pipeline.  And if 



            2    after the meeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have 



            3    questions about the State's authority and how we will 



            4    issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that 



            5    right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State land and 



            6    what that means, common carrier access or otherwise, you 



            7    can come talk to me.  I'll be happy to answer your 



            8    questions so we can not bog it down here.



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Other infrastructure includes 



           10    a construction camp.  It would have 2,500 beds which would 



           11    support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  



           12    This includes some smaller remote camps for the pipeline 



           13    construction, as well.  The permanent camp would have 600 



           14    beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees 



           15    working shifts, meaning that only about half of the total 



           16    workforce would be on site at any given time.  



           17              So we are back to questions on the project 



           18    description.  Or should we move on and wrap it up?  I 



           19    guess we will keep going.  



           20              So we mentioned earlier the purpose of the 



           21    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One 



           22    major issue is -- I'm sorry.  One major area is water 



           23    resources.  Streams and other surface waters would be 



           24    diverted away from and around the mining activities in 



           25    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.  
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            1    Ground water would be consumed as part of the mining 



            2    process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streams.  



            3    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower 



            4    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby 



            5    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, 



            6    could generate acid or leach metals.  So, waste rock, 



            7    tailings and other runoff would have to be carefully 



            8    managed to avoid contaminating the waters outside of the 



            9    mine site.



           10              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



           11    shows some examples of issues that we expect.  There would 



           12    be several sources of emissions, including a large number 



           13    of large mining vehicles, 227-megawatt power plant, dust 



           14    generated by removing and processing the overburden, waste 



           15    rock and the ore.  



           16              Climate change is a growing concern and will 



           17    need to be considered as large amounts of hydrocarbons 



           18    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several 



           19    areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury 



           20    could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury 



           21    stack emissions could occur during the milling process, 



           22    and any mercury co-product would require careful storage 



           23    and transport.  



           24              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous 



           25    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good 
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            1    response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.  



            2              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands 



            3    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



            4    subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed 



            5    project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this 



            6    10,000 would be at the mine site and related 



            7    infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline.  These areas would 



            8    be impacted by excavating, filling, vegetation removal and 



            9    other disturbances.  And 6,900 of these acres would be 



           10    wetlands.  There would be habitat loss or reduced habitat 



           11    values for fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by 



           12    the project and as well as habitat loss that could also be 



           13    direct disturbance of individual animals.  We have talked 



           14    quite a bit about barge traffic so far.  And subsistence 



           15    and traditional land uses would also be affected by the 



           16    loss of land through development.  



           17              Here are some more examples of issues and 



           18    concerns.  These are focused on the communities, cultural 



           19    resources and recreation.  Community life would be 



           20    affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and 



           21    1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new employment 



           22    and income brought into the area, but also many effects on 



           23    community and human health.  Cultural resources, both 



           24    archeological and historic, that exist in the area might 



           25    be disturbed or destroyed.  And recreation and visual 
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            1    resources might also be affected by new structures and 



            2    mining operations.  For all these issues, we would look at 



            3    avoiding them -- avoiding the impacts as best we could and 



            4    minimizing them as well as we can.  And if we can't avoid 



            5    them or minimize, we will try to mitigate for them.  



            6              So to conclude, we know that this proposed 



            7    project and the lands and resources are important to you.  



            8    And we would like to emphasize that there are several ways 



            9    it get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the 



           10    most important thing by being here tonight for the scoping 



           11    meeting.  We would also invite you to go to our website at 



           12    donlingoldeis.com for more information or to submit 



           13    comments.  Or you can contact me directly.  753-2780 is my 



           14    direct phone line, and my e-mail address is there as well.  



           15    For tribal matters you can contact our tribal liaison for 



           16    the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer.  And her direct 



           17    phone number and e-mail are there, as well.  



           18              We have had two tribal teleconferences so far 



           19    that discussed cooperating agency status and 



           20    government-to-government consultations.  We had those on 



           21    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have 



           22    others.  Tribal governments, as we have mentioned already, 



           23    have the opportunity to enter into 



           24    government-to-government consultation, as well as 



           25    requesting cooperating agency status.  
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            1              So that's the end of the formal presentation.  



            2    If there is any remaining questions, we will answer those 



            3    and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody 



            4    would like to provide comments for the record, we can do 



            5    that then.  If you do have any written comments, if you 



            6    make -- if you provide testimony and have written 



            7    comments, we ask that you leave a copy for our recorder so 



            8    that she can more easily get all the details.  



            9                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou 



           10    Williams from Kalskag.  I have a question.  You were going 



           11    through this, and I thought about air quality.  Are they 



           12    going to test the air now as it is, and then during the 



           13    process will they be monitoring it?  Because not only are 



           14    they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries, 



           15    your fish and all the plants and everything.  Sometimes 



           16    when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago, 



           17    we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries 



           18    wouldn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know 



           19    what was causing it.  My concern would be the effects of 



           20    the barge traveling and with the smoke and all this other 



           21    stuff that would be going on.  Would that also be 



           22    monitored?  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  There has been extensive 



           24    air quality monitoring that's been done so far, and that 



           25    will continue throughout the -- throughout the 
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            1    construction and the operation of the mine.  



            2                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean from 



            3    the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling 



            4    once they start -- 



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Will they do air quality 



            6    monitoring all the way up and down the river?  



            7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Yes.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess at this point I'd just 



            9    have to take that as a comment.  I'm not aware of that.  



           10    It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the 



           11    mine site, air quality monitoring?  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question of monitoring 



           13    in real time is a good scoping comment.  I know the 



           14    technical specialists that will address the air quality, 



           15    they have signatures for different kinds of transportation 



           16    vehicles, the emissions signature, and they will estimate 



           17    the emissions of the barges based on the loads on the 



           18    engines and so on.  That much they can do as a technical 



           19    analysis.  But I think your question went to monitoring in 



           20    real time in the operational life of the project, and 



           21    that's a good comment that we will take into account.



           22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre, 



           23    Aniak.  I was wondering if there is going to be any 



           24    monitoring of precipitation.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  They have weather stations at 
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            1    the mine site.  Oh, you mean for water quality?



            2                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  When evaporation 



            3    occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of 



            4    the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on 



            5    all our blueberries and everything.  Is there a chance of 



            6    spreading chemicals to different parts of the region?  



            7                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Like acid rain 



            8    or something.



            9                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Yeah.  Because I 



           10    know you talked about mercury emissions and -- does that 



           11    get into our atmosphere to come down at another spot?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  I expect that that will be 



           13    looked at, yes.  



           14                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I didn't see 



           15    anything about precipitation in there.  



           16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think what they do on 



           17    air quality and emissions is called fate and transport, 



           18    what becomes of emissions, where are they -- how are they 



           19    transported, where are they deposited.  So it's not my 



           20    area of technical expertise, but I've read that kind of 



           21    discussion in an EIS.  It's not enough to just say it goes 



           22    out the stack.  They are concerned about where it lands 



           23    and therefore the impacts on --



           24                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm talking about 



           25    evaporation from the pool there and there's the 
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            1    acid-forming rock.  Does that acid get into the atmosphere 



            2    and come down in other places?  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question for 



            4    analysis.



            5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  The only thing I do know 



            6    about that is they had an air quality station here in 



            7    Aniak that they were monitoring for mercury deposition, 



            8    and I know they aren't doing that anymore, but they did at 



            9    least do that for probably a two-year period.  



           10                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Brian Stephanoff, 



           11    Russian Mission.  I got a comment.  How much -- how 



           12    much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work 



           13    coincide with each other between like the State and 



           14    federal agencies, such as environmental working together 



           15    with scientific knowledge with indigenous knowledge to 



           16    make this -- these comment periods a lot more meaningful?  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  The interaction between the 



           18    State and the federal --



           19                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Interdisciplinary 



           20    where you have many departments work together to address 



           21    and analyze current problems.  As a scholar, I got my 



           22    master's degree and I've listened to many accounts 



           23    throughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their 



           24    conflicts with mineral development and the South Americans 



           25    and their indigenous groups and some of their conflicts 
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            1    with many types of mineral development, too.  And one 



            2    thing they have always noticed and it's very common in 



            3    these parts of these United States is the lack of 



            4    interdisciplinary work.  It's hard to get one department 



            5    with another to -- especially when trying to find out 



            6    about contaminants in Native foods.  That's just an 



            7    example.  



            8              I was just giving that introductory piece 



            9    because going back to the tailings of the two-mile long 



           10    and whatever depth that is, that's a large bowl of mercury 



           11    and other mineral wastes that would be set aside.  And the 



           12    half life of -- or the life expectancy of such chemicals 



           13    to degrade and not be harmful -- as harmful to the 



           14    environment is just so astronomically -- it seems very 



           15    awful to imagine all of the thousands upon thousands of 



           16    gallons of mercury and cyanide and whatever other 



           17    contaminants are going to be building up inside these 



           18    basins near Crooked Creek that might eventually tear apart 



           19    because there is always some type of environmental 



           20    disaster of some sort.  Something is always going to go 



           21    wrong.  



           22              Just for the natural environment to consume 



           23    parts of those chemicals and let it erode down to a 



           24    certain point where it gets lesser of a form of -- or 



           25    degree of contaminant, it should also include all the 
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            1    animals and all the human beings that live around there 



            2    because they are -- the future generations that live 



            3    around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the 



            4    seven generations will have harm from many of these 



            5    contaminants if such a catastrophe was to happen, leaking 



            6    whatever is inside the tailings ponds.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  If I understand what you are 



            8    asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and 



            9    different disciplines working together, that's the purpose 



           10    for cooperating agencies.  We have, you know, the -- we 



           11    invited all the federal agencies that we thought could 



           12    provide expertise to be cooperating agencies.  We have 



           13    both federal and State agencies.  And we have invited 



           14    tribes to provide, you know, local knowledge.  The third 



           15    party contractor, Taylor's team, you know, they have -- 



           16    they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that 



           17    will be looking at it.  So you know, that's the way that I 



           18    believe we will address your concern, as I understood it.  



           19    Yes.



           20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to 



           21    further conclude that there is many permanent residents 



           22    that live inside these villages along the Kuskokwim and 



           23    Yukon, and many of them intend to stay permanent.  And the 



           24    gold mine would be -- or those that mine the gold are just 



           25    part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and just 
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            1    leave while the waste and all the contaminants and the 



            2    aftermath of such destruction will further erode and 



            3    degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide 



            4    to stay behind.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Fine.  Thank you for that.  



            6    I'll take that as a comment for the record.  Yes.  



            7                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  We are 



            8    going to put this in writing later, too, but at this time 



            9    for the -- as a scoping comment, I'd like to suggest that 



           10    some of these key areas of concern be addressed with 



           11    simple fact sheets from whether it's URS or the Corps of 



           12    Engineers.  I think one of the problems that people always 



           13    run into is that they feel they have to review literally 



           14    two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get 



           15    relatively basic questions answered.  So I'd like to 



           16    suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water 



           17    treatment, in particular, as it relates to acid drainage, 



           18    mercury, both in water and as air emissions, the risks of 



           19    those be distributed to all stakeholders in simple fact 



           20    sheets, and then also a lot of the things that other 



           21    people have brought up such as the impacts of erosion from 



           22    barge transport and the concern with the window during 



           23    fishing season where it sounds like there is going to be 



           24    real conflict there.  



           25              So I think all these things need to have fact 
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            1    sheets that are simple that are just a couple pages long 



            2    that are distributed.  A good start would be to everybody 



            3    who signed in at every scoping meeting so that every 



            4    effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets 



            5    that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue 



            6    that's often overlooked.  



            7              And people last night in Bethel were asking 



            8    about this.  How long will water need to be treated at the 



            9    mine site after the mine is closed?  And a lot of times 



           10    the answer can be thousands of years after closure.  And I 



           11    think people really have to understand the long-term 



           12    impacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do.  In 



           13    this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at 



           14    this point because we don't have good access to prediction 



           15    data at this part of the process, so we are always told to 



           16    just wait because it's a process; but sometimes if you 



           17    wait too long you miss your window to actually affect the 



           18    process.  



           19              So I think it's really important that people -- 



           20    a lot of the environmental chemists are saying that the 



           21    two biggest issues at this mine are mercury and acid 



           22    drainage.  So it would be very nice if these things were 



           23    summarized in simple fact sheets and distributed to every 



           24    known stakeholder.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  I think that's a 
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            1    good idea.     



            2                    MR. HERMAN MORGAN:  Yeah.  My name is 



            3    Herman Morgan from Aniak.  I'd like to echo some of the 



            4    comments and concerns, you know.  We live here in this 



            5    river, and it's very important because it's our way of 



            6    life for our fish and environment, you know.  And you guys 



            7    are just here for a little while, and then you guys will 



            8    go back, too.  I hope you understand how important 



            9    protecting our environment is.  You know, all the money in 



           10    the world can't buy back our way of life and our salmon.  



           11    Like them barges, they showed us four barges, four 



           12    barges -- one barge pushing four.  What they call that?  



           13    Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see 



           14    now.  



           15              And we are already having salmon concerns, 



           16    salmon closures.  And it kind of concerned me when you 



           17    were asked what effect that has on fish and you said, 



           18    well, we have to wait and see.  But it seems like if we 



           19    wait and see, you know, there could be even more damage to 



           20    our fish with all the turbidity, all that silt where they 



           21    spawn.  So it's things like that.  



           22              The tailings dam is going to be pretty big -- 



           23    pretty big dam, pretty big amount of water.  When that dam 



           24    broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a 



           25    wheelbarrow.  It killed all the fish in the river.  That's 
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            1    how dangerous them chemicals is.  That mercury he's 



            2    talking about, it will take one drop per million or per 



            3    billion, something like that, you know.  And if the salmon 



            4    smell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning 



            5    area.  



            6              So I hope you guys understand how important our 



            7    environment is to us.  I wish there was a way they could 



            8    process that ore somewhere else and they could have their 



            9    gold and they could have their jobs and we wouldn't have 



           10    that huge waste pit up there with all the chemicals 



           11    affecting us all the time.  I hope you guys really 



           12    understand how important the river is to us.  



           13              I know I looked at that Fort Knox Gold Mine in 



           14    Fairbanks.  They are doing it pretty safely but, you know, 



           15    who knows what could happen around here.  I hope you 



           16    understand how important that river and the environment is 



           17    to us.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Maybe 



           19    unless there is any specific questions, we could move into 



           20    the -- taking the comments or the testimony for the 



           21    record.  If there are any specific questions remaining, or 



           22    can we go into that?  Yes.  



           23                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'd like this to go on 



           24    the record.  I guess I'm curious, have curiosity how the 



           25    federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, I mean, when 
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            1    you hear Barrick, a major player in this, say that this 



            2    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.    



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time --  



            4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick said that this 



            5    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.  When 



            6    you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is 



            7    no natural gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you 



            8    hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies?  They 



            9    just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has 



           10    just no concern at all?  When I hear Barrick say that this 



           11    doesn't meet their criteria, why do you go through all 



           12    this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?  



           13    And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas 



           14    available in Cook Inlet?  I'm just curious, what goes on 



           15    in the agencies?  What are they saying to each other?  



           16    This is kind of a personal question.  What do you say 



           17    amongst yourselves when you hear things like that?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  When we hear -- 



           19                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick says it doesn't 



           20    meet their criteria for investment.  They are the only 



           21    player that has the money or can get the funding to do a 



           22    project like this.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  We evaluate the project as 



           24    it's presented to us.  



           25                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'm just curious if 
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            1    there was any talk amongst -- 



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is some 



            3    misunderstanding about what Barrick said at the time.  



            4    What they said at the time was that it was premature to 



            5    make an investment decision in the multibillion dollar 



            6    range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals 



            7    or whether this was permittable, whether the agency -- 



            8    they wanted to see the permitting process unfold.      



            9               MR. MARK MATTER:  Well, their very late 



           10    releases say it exactly the way I said it, said it does 



           11    not meet their criteria for investment.  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  What I understood from it 



           13    was that that was pre-permitted.



           14                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Because I'm going with 



           15    Barrick.  Their latest release -- and you can pull their 



           16    website up right now.  Their latest release said the very 



           17    same thing on Donlin.  The project is not going ahead 



           18    because it doesn't meet their criteria.  It's too 



           19    expensive.  And they can get the project -- I don't know.  



           20    I guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline.  But 



           21    there is no natural gas available to even run through the 



           22    pipeline, first of all.  It just -- it's just confusing to 



           23    me to see how they can proceed with an EIS when there is 



           24    no -- they should have something saying we can make a 



           25    project here.  I don't see that coming from the major 
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            1    player here.  It seems like a lot of work for nothing.  



            2    You are not going to comment, I know.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  I've said that -- 



            4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I wish I could read your 



            5    mind.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  We are evaluating the project 



            7    as it's -- we are evaluating the permit applications that 



            8    have been submitted to us.



            9                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Can we comment off the 



           10    record?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  About whether or not Donlin 



           12    finds this project feasible?  



           13                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Yeah, what he's 



           14    talking about.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  His question is -- 



           16                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  My question is:  Can 



           17    we comment off the record?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm telling you what I know 



           19    and what my role as the Corps of Engineers and what we are 



           20    doing.  We have received permit applications for the 



           21    Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an 



           22    environmental impact study, and that's what we are doing.  



           23    It's not my role to evaluate the financial feasibility of 



           24    the project.  



           25                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan.  I'll 
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            1    do my comment now.  As he mentioned, 2018 we got a project 



            2    other than the gold mine project.  We are building a 



            3    40-mile heavy-duty haul road between Kalskag and Paimute 



            4    in the Yukon through the Portage Mountains.  By 2018 we 



            5    are going to get 140 million dollars for that project.  



            6    They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides.  



            7    That's what we need.  That's what we need for our children 



            8    to grow.  This whole project is not about us.  It's about 



            9    our kids, these young people.  They are the ones that are 



           10    going to be working.  Ten years ago they say we will need 



           11    15,000 new jobs.  Now it's about five more years.  We are 



           12    going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the mine you 



           13    build your own docks.  Look at all the people they are 



           14    going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.  



           15    That's your own thing.  But we are doing ours, too, for 



           16    the future of our children.  



           17              We need to open resources.  We can't keep this 



           18    whole area closed up.  We never say nothing about the NYAC 



           19    Gold Mine, the Kako Mine right above Russian Mission, the 



           20    gold mines up in the Salmon River, the gold mines in 



           21    McGrath.  You guys are the ones that is coming out with 



           22    the studies and saying these are the jobs available for 



           23    our people.  We are not asking for much.  But you who are 



           24    providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.  



           25              We can't live on subsistence anymore.  We can't 
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            1    even make money on that.  We need these jobs for our young 



            2    people.  And this is the exact time we need this.  



            3              So thank you for letting me speak, but I think 



            4    you guys are doing a good job by having these meetings, 



            5    listening to everybody.  But when you say communities, 



            6    include the cities because it's not just the tribes living 



            7    in that city.  Include them all.  But this is a good 



            8    opportunity for jobs for our people.  And that's what we 



            9    need.  Why we have all these suicides and stuff, because 



           10    they have no jobs.  



           11              All this land, we need to open up some part of 



           12    it.  We got a million acres.  We are using only 40 acres 



           13    here to provide 15,000 jobs.  There is going to be so much 



           14    jobs available, we will have to hire from outside.  Now is 



           15    a good time to get ready for these jobs.  By the time 



           16    these graduate, they'll have four- or $500,000,000 worth 



           17    of projects in this area, which is good, I think.  As long 



           18    as you -- 



           19              We have a unique water system where all our 



           20    water comes out of the mountains.  We don't drill down 



           21    there for water.  It comes out of the mountains.  It's so 



           22    fresh and pure water that fish come all over and they 



           23    spawn in our fresh water.  But it's a good opportunity to 



           24    provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we 



           25    need.  Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Unless there is 



            2    any final questions, we will move into the testimony.  We 



            3    will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to 



            4    provide that, and we will go into that.  



            5                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Can we have 



            6    a break, please?  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Take ten minutes.  



            8               (A break was taken.)



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We are going to go into 



           10    the testimony portion of our evening.  So I'm going to go 



           11    down through the names of people that indicated they would 



           12    like to testify.  Some said maybe, but I'll go to them and 



           13    find out.  The first one I have is Dave Cannon.



           14                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Here I am.  Dave Cannon.  



           15    I guess I know EISs are supposed to consider cumulative 



           16    effects.  And I know, you know, looking in the future 



           17    Ouija board stuff trying to figure out what could happen, 



           18    but George mentioned this project possibly there from 



           19    Kalskag over to the Yukon.  And my big concern would be, 



           20    you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen, 



           21    we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would 



           22    all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure.  And 



           23    there has been a lot of other development -- not 



           24    development -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, all 



           25    over.  So I think that would allow other development to 
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            1    happen that wouldn't have happened normally.  



            2              So I'm wondering if or how the EIS process is 



            3    going to consider those things, cumulative effects.  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  So are you --



            5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm hoping that you can 



            6    do that.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Yes.  We 



            8    will -- we will do that.  



            9                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I know it's hard, but I 



           10    think it needs to be considered.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person 



           12    is Joe Kameroff, Jr.  



           13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  The questions I 



           14    had was about the gas line.  You know, I mentioned them 



           15    earlier.  And also about containment of the waste rock and 



           16    all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's 



           17    long-term -- how will that affect our region.  And another 



           18    concern also is the barge traffic, you know.  Us as a 



           19    community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you 



           20    know.  Go out moose hunting basically off the river.  And 



           21    we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence 



           22    lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with moose and 



           23    caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Joan 



           25    Walser.
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            1                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I believe she left.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Brian Stephanoff.  



            3                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to 



            4    make a comment.  And it was highlighted earlier.  When 



            5    development does come into question, the agencies that are 



            6    involved should try to get as much employment, workforce 



            7    from the surrounding communities to get as many 



            8    backgrounds as possible, and should also include the 



            9    Alaska Natives and the nonAlaska Natives that are residing 



           10    within these communities.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Allen -- 



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Simeonoff.  Sorry.  



           13    Simeon. 



           14                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  My name is Allen Simeon 



           15    from Aniak.  Your line material that their -- liner used 



           16    to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or 



           17    whatnot -- and I used to work up there on Donlin Creek, 



           18    and I know that a lot of the rock has natural acid in it.  



           19    And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can live 



           20    within that acid content.  And I'm wondering if you guys 



           21    are using only one liner to protect the environment.  Is 



           22    there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the 



           23    inside?  One liner is only one liner.  And that material 



           24    up there leaches already.  And that material would leach 



           25    right down into the drainage and flow right into the 
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            1    Kuskokwim River.  So my question is:  How much protection 



            2    is going to be used for all of that hazardous material 



            3    from the mining project to keep it contained within that 



            4    specific area?



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  



            6                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  I have another one 



            7    there.  What happens with it?  How are you going to get 



            8    rid of it?  Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or 



            9    evaporate or haul it out and/or what?  And then the other 



           10    question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have 



           11    on site.  And like I stated earlier, by rule you don't 



           12    have to have containment for the whole amount that's 



           13    there.  And that being in an environment where everything 



           14    flows downhill back to the Kuskokwim River, and that 



           15    amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full 



           16    containment instead of what DEC implies as a rule for fuel 



           17    or whatever?  That's my question -- questions.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will make sure they 



           19    are addressed.  Thank you.  Pete Dronkers.



           20                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  I do have a comment on 



           21    the perceived loopholes in the Clean Water Act and how 



           22    that affects the tailings impoundment facility.  It's my 



           23    understanding -- I don't want to go too far into the weeds 



           24    here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a 



           25    waste treatment facility, it does not have to comply with 
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            1    discharge standards.  So I'm not wanting to get too far 



            2    into the details.  My general comment would be that the 



            3    EIS process consider the ultimate potential closure of the 



            4    two main Clean Water Act loopholes and how that would 



            5    affect the design of the tailings and the placement of the 



            6    tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in 



            7    closing those loopholes, and that could potentially break 



            8    the impact on those plans.  So I'd like the EIS process to 



            9    at least consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act 



           10    would actually affect the mine engineering plans 



           11    specifically on the waste treatment facility language in 



           12    the Clean Water Act.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's it, 



           14    unless -- is there any remainder?  



           15                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I didn't see that thing 



           16    where you could put if you want to comment.  Could I 



           17    comment?  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Yes, Mark.  Please 



           19    go ahead.  He said that he didn't see the column to 



           20    indicate that he wanted to testify.  Now he would like to 



           21    testify.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yes, please.  Go ahead.



           23                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I was quiet in Bethel 



           24    last night.  I wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.  



           25    Is he still here?  I've tried to think more about the 
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            1    social impacts because I think -- looks to me like there 



            2    is plenty of people looking and worrying about the 



            3    environmental impacts.  What I have been thinking about is 



            4    the 2010 census, Bethel census area.  That means all the 



            5    villages on the Kuskokwim and Bethel and some villages on 



            6    the coast.  2010 census, 17,000 people.  About half are 



            7    under the age of 25.  And we are growing two percent a 



            8    year.  We don't see it so much in the middle Kuskokwim, 



            9    but two percent a year means 400 more people a year in our 



           10    region.  That's a whole 'nother village every year in our 



           11    region.  And they are all young.  



           12              What are they going to have?  What are we going 



           13    to do for them?  Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is -- 



           14    I'm sorry, but there is going to be too many people.  



           15              The other thing I was thinking about, that shift 



           16    work, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing, 



           17    that's hard on families, you know.  You miss 50 percent of 



           18    your family's life.  And I'd like the developers of Donlin 



           19    Creek -- and I mentioned this to them -- NYAC, you talk to 



           20    all the old-timers that grew up in NYAC where they built a 



           21    town around the mine, they have nothing but good memories, 



           22    you know.  The kids growing up there, you know, a school, 



           23    everything, store.  I'd like to see -- if this thing goes 



           24    forward, I'd like to see it go that way, instead of the 



           25    shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off.  It's hard on 
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            1    your family, you know.  That's all.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.



            3                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I had my name for 



            4    a comment on there.  Annie Lou Williams from Kalskag.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  I missed it, but please go 



            6    ahead.  Go ahead.  I somehow missed it.  I'm sorry.



            7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I was asked to 



            8    comment on the jobs for our young men and women, and 



            9    especially the ones that are coming out of high school.  



           10    But the other concern that they had were the ones that 



           11    were from the ages of 19 and on up that need training and 



           12    need to go to school and get educated in the fields that 



           13    will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin.  One 



           14    of the things that he said was would Aniak be a 



           15    possibility place where we can have people coming and 



           16    training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy 



           17    equipment and the welders and all these other things that 



           18    need to be accomplished by our young men and women in the 



           19    coming future.  



           20              What I saw earlier was 27 years.  Just think how 



           21    many men and women and young adults can get an education, 



           22    get training and get into those positions.  Because when 



           23    you go to a village right now, you look at an application, 



           24    and most of the time they just say graduated from high 



           25    school.  I'm a laborer or just menial jobs.  And then all 
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            1    the other high-paid position jobs are from out of our 



            2    villages.  I would like to see that turn around where it 



            3    would show that the young men and women from the villages 



            4    are getting the jobs because what I heard was over 5,000 



            5    jobs or more.  



            6              So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be 



            7    enough people on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, and they 



            8    would have to go outside in order to get qualified workers 



            9    up at Donlin.  If it's true or not, I have no idea.  But 



           10    it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools with 



           11    our communities up and down the Kuskokwim and getting a 



           12    lot of this training besides all this other information 



           13    that we are getting.  Maybe Donlin can look into this.  I 



           14    know they have done a tremendous job of having workers on 



           15    and off at Donlin.  So let's look at our other young men 



           16    and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting 



           17    education to further enhancing their job skills instead of 



           18    just the low-paying ones.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  



           20                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson.  



           21    Teachers here do know that I get -- when I get a chance to 



           22    talk to the students here about education, which is very, 



           23    very important, and we have qualified teachers that do all 



           24    of that.  But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later 



           25    or something.  And that don't work out.  So in that 
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            1    category, you know, if they would just go right on, they 



            2    can figure out ways to get scholarships and everything, 



            3    and go get your education because once you learn, nobody 



            4    can take it away from you.  Like mine, electronics, I got 



            5    it.  I got a degree in that, but I got so many other 



            6    things I've done in my lifetime.  



            7              And so I'd like to more and more come see the 



            8    kids again, you know, because right now I have been 



            9    lacking, but I will do it.  And grade school is where I go 



           10    to, also, tell them stories and let them know what -- 



           11    education, how important it is.  Don't be lazy.  Do it.  



           12    Thank you.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



           14                    MR. JON WARD:  I've heard they are going 



           15    to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy 



           16    equipment training.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Any final comments?  



           18                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I comment that I think 



           19    of the years living here -- Taylor knows.  He used to live 



           20    here -- actually, I've sat alongside of him fighting for 



           21    subsistence rights for the Board of Game and everybody 



           22    else that we do need some development out here, and mining 



           23    is the best avenue.  That's a given.  



           24              But I get just a little bit disillusioned when I 



           25    hear flipping reports about developing this mine from the 
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            1    big players.  I'd really love to see Barrick come out here 



            2    and address this because they are the player.  They are 



            3    the ones to get funding.  We do need it.  Mining is the 



            4    best thing for this area.  There is nothing else that 



            5    could even come close to bring in the development we need 



            6    for the young people, plain and simple.  So we have to 



            7    work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate 



            8    and get the mine going.  



            9              And we can still protect subsistence.  The State 



           10    is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities.  



           11    So I'm sure they can be accommodating if their management 



           12    plan is developed properly, or a new one.  



           13              And that's about all I've got to say.  I would 



           14    like to see the major player come in and encourage us a 



           15    little bit.  



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Anybody 



           17    else?  



           18                    MR. DARYL MCKINDY:  Daryl McKindy.  Along 



           19    with -- going with all the employment that would be going 



           20    around also, out here in rural Alaska we got a lot of -- a 



           21    lot of educated people with operating skills, electrical 



           22    skills who are nonunion workers or not in a union.  And as 



           23    soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be 



           24    in a union to get work.  So I'd like to see all the -- 



           25    looking at other towns out here in rural Alaska, also.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any 



            2    final comments?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And again, 



            3    there is more information on our website, 



            4    donlingoldeis.com, or you can feel free -- the contact 



            5    information I gave earlier, feel free to contact me.  



            6    Thanks again for coming.  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I wonder if I could take a 



            8    quick second and also thanks a lot for the folks who have 



            9    come tonight.  Many of you knew my family when we were 



           10    here with young kids and so on, and you all have been 



           11    friends and folks who have held us up through some 



           12    difficult times.  It's wonderful to come back.  This is an 



           13    important project.  It's very important to come and offer 



           14    the comments.  



           15              And peek over our shoulders.  Make sure we are 



           16    doing a good job on this technical report.  I look forward 



           17    to coming back to talk with you some more.  There were a 



           18    lot of good issues, a lot of very helpful suggestions.  



           19    The fact sheet idea is one I want to go to work on.  



           20              I think it's been an enormously successful 



           21    evening together.  I know meetings wear on folks.  So 



           22    thank you very much for putting your effort together with 



           23    us tonight.  This has been really valuable.  



           24               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Annie Lou, could we invite

  3    you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good

  4    frame of mind for tonight?

  5              (Invocation offered by Annie Lou Williams.)

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening, and welcome to

  7    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project

  8    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My

  9    name is Don Kuhle with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

 10    and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  We also have a

 11    number of cooperating agencies here who will participate

 12    in the EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.

 13    So I'll take a moment and ask them to introduce

 14    themselves.

 15                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  I want to say

 16    thank you for coming out tonight.  My name is Douglas

 17    Ballou.  I'm the assistant field manager with the

 18    Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Management,

 19    and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline

 20    that will be covering about a third of federal land on its

 21    way to Donlin.  So I'll be available after the meeting if

 22    you want to interact, have any questions.  And again,

 23    thanks for coming out.

 24                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is

 25    Mark Jen.  I'm with the United States Environmental
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  1    Protection Agency in the Anchorage office.  And we are a

  2    cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps

  3    of Engineers in developing an environmental impact

  4    statement and to analyze the environmental impacts

  5    associated with the Donlin Gold Project.  So we are here

  6    to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so

  7    that we can better evaluate those in the EIS document.

  8    Thanks.

  9                    MR. BRUNO:  Jeff Bruno with the State of

 10    Alaska.  I've got a couple of people from the Department

 11    of Natural Resources.  Jason with the pipeline office, he

 12    can answer a lot of questions about the pipeline.  Sarah

 13    Yoder with Health and Social Services, she's working with

 14    the health impact assessment on this project.  And we are

 15    here as a cooperating agency on the EIS and here to answer

 16    any of your questions and hear the comments.  So please

 17    ask us any questions you have.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  And our third-party

 19    contractor.

 20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm Taylor Brelsford, and

 21    it's great to be back in Aniak after a lot of years.  I've

 22    now taken -- I work with URS Corporation, and we are the

 23    third-party contractor providing the technical backup to

 24    the Army Corps in preparing this EIS.

 25                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name's Moxie Alexie.  I
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  1    work with Taylor as part of the EIS team.  I work for URS

  2    Environmental.

  3                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  You want the tribes?

  4    Did you want the tribes?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Sure.  I didn't

  6    realize we had -- yes.

  7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm Dave Cannon.  I'm

  8    the environmental director with Native Village of

  9    Napaimute, and we are a cooperating agency.

 10                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm Lisa Feyereisen

 11    and I'm with Chuathbaluk Traditional Council, and we are a

 12    cooperating agency.

 13                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I'm Mark.  Everybody

 14    knows me, maybe.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Ready?  Okay.  Okay.  We will

 16    move into our program.  Feel free to ask any questions as

 17    we go along.  If you do ask a question, though, please

 18    identify yourself for the record so that our court

 19    reporter can get your name correctly.  And also make sure

 20    that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference

 21    to make sure she gets the spelling right.

 22              Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide

 23    you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We

 24    have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk

 25    about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EIS
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  1    project milestones.  After that we want to provide a basic

  2    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.

  3    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of

  4    inviting your comments on the project.  And we encourage

  5    you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that.

  6              We are here tonight because Donlin Gold has

  7    proposed an open pit gold mine located ten miles north of

  8    Crooked Creek, which is a community on the Kuskokwim

  9    River.  And in order to comply with the National

 10    Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers

 11    is preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the potential

 12    impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent

 13    of the project, and the EIS will be used in making permit

 14    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  Scoping

 15    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.

 16              This map gives an orientation to the project

 17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

 18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.

 19    It's a remote area with little development to date and no

 20    existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing

 21    transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is

 22    concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine

 23    would require all new infrastructure, including roads, a

 24    pipeline.  All of that would be subject to permitting

 25    before they could proceed.

00007

  1              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

  2    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

  3    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from the

  4    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in

  5    Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then

  6    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go

  7    to Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And fuel and

  8    supplies will be off-loaded at a new barge landing in

  9    Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in

 10    natural gas for the mill.

 11              So we are now going to turn to the EIS process,

 12    and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first

 13    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,

 14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

 15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this

 16    case, Donlin Gold has submitted permit applications under

 17    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the

 18    Rivers and Harbors Act.  An issuance of these permits

 19    would be a major federal action and would require an EIS

 20    to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed

 21    project.

 22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

 23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies

 24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition -- yes.

 25                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I have a question
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  1    on the sections there.  Do you have an act for a land

  2    management act?  Because it's going to be on the land,

  3    too, you know.

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  An act for the land

  5    management?

  6                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Isn't there

  7    something like for something affecting the land?  Like up

  8    on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting

  9    the land and the way of --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there is a lot of

 11    different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for

 12    protecting lands and waters.

 13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I just see the

 14    water is on there.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  That's because the

 16    reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers,

 17    those are the two laws that we have jurisdiction under,

 18    and that's what brought us into -- into the project and

 19    why we are doing the EIS, why we are the lead agency.

 20    Other agencies that are involved have their own

 21    jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permits.  The

 22    State, for example, and BLM will have to issue right of

 23    way permits for the pipeline.  So there -- and under --

 24    under NEPA and under our other project review procedures,

 25    we consider, you know, impacts to other resources besides
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  1    water, you know.  You know, interests -- and it would

  2    include probably, you know, whatever land resources or

  3    values that you are thinking about.

  4                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  It would be like

  5    animals, plants and --

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  That will all be

  7    considered under the EIS.  I think I -- well, I've

  8    probably got just one more thing.  I think maybe I started

  9    saying this.  I'm not sure.  But in addition to complying

 10    with NEPA, the Corps is also required to complete a public

 11    interest review, and an analysis under section 404(b)(1)

 12    of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the

 13    least environmentally damaging practical alternative.  And

 14    we will incorporate the information necessary for these

 15    determinations in the EIS.

 16              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and

 17    the regional organization will work together on the EIS,

 18    and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EIS based

 19    on their permitting responsibilities or special expertise.

 20    As an example, the project would occur on BLM and on State

 21    of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to

 22    issue right-of-way permits for the use of those lands.

 23    And the tribal governments and the regional organization

 24    are participating to contribute specialized knowledge

 25    about the local area resources and land use.
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  1              The Donlin Gold project will require a large

  2    number of federal permits and consultations, and this

  3    slide provides six examples.  I'll mention two of them and

  4    invite you to read the rest of them yourselves.  First,

  5    since the project would place fill in wetlands and other

  6    waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make

  7    section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not to

  8    authorize the fill.  And as another example, since a

  9    portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM

 10    will need to evaluate the right-of-way application.  You

 11    can find a more comprehensive list of all the required

 12    permits in the Donlin Gold application on the project

 13    website.

 14              This slide shows there are also many permits

 15    required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of

 16    State government are noted here.  For example, over 60

 17    percent of the pipeline would be installed on State land,

 18    so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a

 19    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental

 20    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and

 21    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game

 22    has permitting responsibilities to protect habitat.

 23              Some of you may be familiar already with the

 24    steps in preparing an EIS, and the diagram at the right

 25    side of our slide here shows six major steps that we will
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  1    be taking from now through November of 2015.  The Record

  2    of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was

  3    published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Notice of Intent.  The

  5    Notice of Intent was in December of 2011.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  What did I say?

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You said Record of

  8    Decision.  We are going to wrap up early, man.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  The Notice

 10    of Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal

 11    Register on December 14th of last year.  And so we -- the

 12    scoping process began with the Notice of Intent, and it

 13    will go through March 29, 2013.  And part of that is this

 14    meeting here tonight.  We have meetings and take comments.

 15    You can provide comments here and you can also get

 16    information and comments from our website and in

 17    newsletters that go out.  Comments and information that we

 18    receive will be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is

 19    estimated to be finished by August 2014.  That's just an

 20    estimate at this point.  It could change, but that's the

 21    best estimate at this point.

 22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have

 23    another round of public hearings and a public review

 24    period which will take comments on the draft.  Those will

 25    be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to
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  1    be completed by October 2015.  And the Corps of Engineers

  2    and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their

  3    decisionmaking process and will prepare their own Records

  4    of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.

  5              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles.

  6    Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period

  7    and review of the draft EIS.  And those are the best

  8    opportunities for you to provide comments.  Any comments

  9    that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the

 10    draft EIS.

 11              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 12    information and to listen to residents in the affected

 13    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  First

 14    is to share information about the proposed project.  And

 15    we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation.  You

 16    can also find information, as I said, on the website and

 17    in the newsletters.

 18              The second purpose is to provide information

 19    about EIS milestones, and that's what we showed in the

 20    previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EIS

 21    process.  The next two are to identify issues and concerns

 22    to examine in the EIS and to identify useful information

 23    from communities.  And we are counting on you to help us

 24    with these last two.  We would like to know what you would

 25    like to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any
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  1    information that we can use to make informed decisions.

  2              Here is the schedule for scoping meetings.  We

  3    are in the first round here where we are starting with

  4    villages closest to the project.  The second week will be

  5    focused on the lower Kuskokwim River.  The third week we

  6    will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.

  7    And the final round includes the middle Yukon and the

  8    upper Kuskokwim River.

  9              This map is a bit busy, but the color scheme

 10    represents how many subregions of the project there are in

 11    the project area, and they help to show how the scoping

 12    plan was developed.  For example, the orange dots show The

 13    Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest the proposed

 14    project.  This subregion that we are holding meetings in,

 15    Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site

 16    and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub.  For the

 17    other subregions, meetings will similarly be held in the

 18    subregional hubs.

 19              We will stop here to see if anybody has any

 20    questions to this point on the EIS process.

 21                    MR. MARK MATTER:  You said this mostly

 22    concerns the pipeline?  The Corps of Engineers, you are

 23    just looking at the pipeline on the EIS?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  No, no.  We are looking at the

 25    entire project.  Pipeline is one part of it.
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  1                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I guess my question

  2    would be for DNR.  Are they relooking at the Kuskokwim

  3    Area Management Plan on this study or not?  Because we

  4    have a Kuskokwim Area Management Plan, and I just wonder

  5    how that's being addressed in this process.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  So you are asking if the

  7    State --

  8                    MR. MARK MATTER:  DNR is --

  9                    MR. BRUNO:  They are looking at it.  It's

 10    in their queue.  I think it's the next one that they are

 11    supposed to be taking a look at.  No guarantees on this,

 12    but I think this is going to push it to a priority for

 13    them is what I have been told.  And that's the RADS

 14    department is the name of them.  They are the ones that

 15    run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going

 16    to push up their priorities.

 17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  How long does something

 18    like that take?

 19                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It takes three to four

 20    years roughly for an area plan from its beginning to its

 21    completion.

 22                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I understand that you

 23    haven't started yet.  It would have to be started in order

 24    for the State to issue permits and stuff.

 25                    MR. BRUNO:  They would not start that to
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  1    issue the permits.

  2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  Are they two

  3    independent processes or are they overlapping?

  4                    MR. BRUNO:  They are two independent

  5    processes.

  6                    MR. JASON WALSH:  The State doesn't need

  7    the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that

  8    plan stands until such time that the new area plan has

  9    been adopted.  So any permitting that's going to be issued

 10    will use the old plan as guidance.

 11                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  When was that plan done

 12    though, the existing plan?

 13                    MR. JASON WALSH:  I don't know.

 14                    MR. BRUNO:  I can find that out for you.

 15                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It's on their website,

 16    and I'm sure -- I would guess it's in the mid '80s.  But

 17    it is on their website.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question is:  What

 19    kind of land management plans would govern decisions for

 20    the entire project?  And the Kuskokwim Area Plan is one

 21    very good example, but there are several other management

 22    plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for example, that

 23    would also -- State land management plans, and then the

 24    BLM has a land management plan.  And in each case the

 25    permit decisions would have to act in concert with the
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  1    land management plans.

  2              So in some of the permit application materials

  3    from Donlin, there is actually a fairly detailed listing

  4    of what the land management plans are that would affect

  5    permit decisions for the pipeline and the mine site and

  6    then down on the transportation corridor to Jungjuk.

  7              So land use planning is one layer of background

  8    information that has to be considered in the permit

  9    decisions.

 10                    MR. MARK MATTER:  It's just my hope that

 11    they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on

 12    looking to say it's a violation of our existing management

 13    plan and postpone it another couple years or something

 14    along those lines.  In other words, get the lead out and

 15    not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it

 16    violates the plan or not, I guess.

 17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good discussion.  Thank

 18    you.  Other questions about the EIS?

 19                    MR. JON WARD:  Jon Ward from Aniak.  I

 20    have lived here many, many years.  Where is Jungjuk?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe there is

 22    anything there right now.  It's -- you would -- you could

 23    look at the map here.  There would be a 30-mile road

 24    constructed from Jungjuk to the mine site.  It's downriver

 25    from Crooked Creek.  I don't know exactly how many river
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  1    miles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek.  And it

  2    would require a 30-mile road from there to the mine site.

  3                    MR. JON WARD:  The old government cabin,

  4    they call it?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure what's there.

  6                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It's up around the bend

  7    from Oskawalik.

  8                    MR. RAY PETERSON:  I think it's the area

  9    below -- around Canoe Village area over, right?  This side

 10    of Horn Mountain.

 11                    MR. BRIAN KUHLE:  Brian Stephanoff from

 12    Russian Mission.  I've got a question about the EIS

 13    process.  It seems when I looked at the map that it

 14    crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim.  I

 15    counted five.  And I was wondering if salmon habitat has

 16    also been pulled into question within this EIS.

 17    Furthermore, crossing over salmon streams and going back

 18    to indigenous knowledge, indigenous land use, will these

 19    rights-of-way on the roads affect or limit the traditional

 20    and customary uses over these landscapes and waterways or

 21    that will hinder the -- a family's ability within these

 22    nearby communities to go and freely harvest their foods,

 23    these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess your first

 25    question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the salmon
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  1    fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.

  2    And traditional and customary uses will be also considered

  3    in the EIS.  If you have any specific information

  4    regarding a specific salmon run or a fishery or your own

  5    personal use, I would encourage you to submit those

  6    comments to us, you know, either on our website or we will

  7    tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the

  8    number of ways you can submit your comments.  But you

  9    know, we would like to know about any information you have

 10    in those regards.

 11                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Russian Mission is

 12    on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed.  And looking

 13    at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and

 14    Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up

 15    the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many

 16    people living along the lower Yukon.  Salmon habitat is

 17    also a very important and critical issue.  I believe that

 18    some of -- some of the five species of salmon here to date

 19    have been on the affected list.  I'm not sure if they are

 20    a threatened species or impacted species, but --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I can assure you we

 22    are not going to limit our evaluation to one side of the

 23    divide.  We are not going to limit it to the Kuskokwim

 24    drainage.  We will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.

 25                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  One last comment.
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  1    When digging for any kind of soil and you run into a

  2    burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural

  3    patrimony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian

  4    Mission and Aniak have these longstanding ties that

  5    predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of

  6    10,000 years.  So it would be nice if -- if any kind of --

  7    if these types of questions also be included in the EIS

  8    because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for

  9    example, a spear point or run into human remains, it would

 10    be best to include these villagers that are tied in

 11    ancestrally to these grounds.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess I can say that,

 13    you know, when we issue permits, that we include

 14    conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources,

 15    that they stop to allow them to be evaluated, that they

 16    notify us.  I guess I'm not sure if I followed your entire

 17    question.  Are you also asking that local villages be

 18    notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that

 19    those exist?

 20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  This free and

 21    informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a

 22    human remain, if there is a possibility.  That's all I was

 23    commenting on.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, I think it's

 25    helpful to mention that cultural resources are one of the
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  1    technical study areas prior to the permitting.  So there

  2    is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a

  3    comprehensive study of cultural resources along the

  4    project area.  That then becomes a section in the EIS, and

  5    it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to

  6    those cultural resources.  And then finally there are

  7    protective measures or mitigation measures, and these can

  8    even be permit conditions, like Don was just saying, where

  9    there is a protocol for the proper handling of any

 10    discovered cultural resources, unanticipated discoveries.

 11    And those do often include consultation with local

 12    communities.  There is actually separate legislation and

 13    consultation requirements regarding cultural resources.

 14              So I think you are raising a good point.  And

 15    the answer is that this is a topic well within the EIS.

 16                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Thank you.

 17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Question on if anybody

 18    wants to delve into the baseline information, the streams

 19    that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or

 20    wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Have you been on our website

 22    yet?

 23                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I have, yeah.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think the answer to

 25    that is at the current time the baseline studies report,
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  1    the environmental evaluation document is not quite

  2    complete.  So the EIS team is working with parts of that

  3    report.  Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating

  4    agencies.  And this is a description of the baseline

  5    studies, baseline conditions.  Then there is another

  6    chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential

  7    impacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin

  8    Gold, with the applicant.

  9              My understanding is once that complete report is

 10    available, we would post it on the website.  That would

 11    become a publicly available document.  So when it's

 12    completed -- and that's not a long time from now -- when

 13    the complete document is available, it is to be posted on

 14    the website.

 15                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  This is Ryan Maroney.

 16    Would the actual data be posted, as well, or only the

 17    report and analysis of the data?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I think -- I'm not sure

 19    exactly which data you are interested in, but I believe

 20    that, you know, the wetlands data was, like, seven

 21    gigabytes of data, and I think we decided that if anybody

 22    wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to

 23    get it to them.  As far as other data, I guess --

 24                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My question was

 25    specifically all of it because during the time of
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  1    collection requests were made to Donlin to share that

  2    information, and they said they would share it at the time

  3    that they filed the permit.  So I was just curious if that

  4    would be shared via the Corps or separately.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Our intent is to make data

  6    available.  If it's not on the website yet, we will try to

  7    get it on there.  If it's too much -- like I said, seven

  8    gigabytes of data.  But if you wanted to review that, we

  9    would find a way to make it available to you.

 10                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a detail

 11    question we need to be a little careful and do this

 12    step-wise.  Don is first referring to the wetlands permit

 13    application, and it has quite extensive data on the

 14    wetlands.  That is a public document.  And we haven't

 15    posted it on the website because of the size, but we

 16    invite special requests.  And we are able to transmit the

 17    permit applications.

 18              When a company goes to the government and says

 19    we want to build something, do something, that permit and

 20    all of its data in the permit is a public document.  Now,

 21    the technical studies underlying the environmental

 22    evaluation report, I don't actually know the current

 23    status of whether all those technical studies are slated

 24    for release or not.  But I think what's helpful tonight is

 25    to take it as a scoping comment and for us to evaluate and

00023

  1    explore whether all of the technical studies, the

  2    environmental baseline studies could be released and what

  3    the mechanism for that might be.

  4              But I don't want us to get out -- I don't want

  5    to answer a question that we don't really know the answer

  6    to.  So let's treat it as a request as a question that

  7    would be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and

  8    the EIS leadership.

  9              I think you have got another question.

 10                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  I'd

 11    like to second that in terms of every piece of baseline

 12    data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access format

 13    on-line for people because one problem is that certain

 14    documents are sometimes available, but certain ones are

 15    very difficult to come by.  And I know seven gigabytes is

 16    a lot, but it can be broken down.  If there is a will,

 17    there is a way to do that.  And so I'd like to make that a

 18    scoping comment, as well, that every piece of information

 19    that's available to any agency personnel internally should

 20    also be available to anybody else.

 21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Duly noted.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  I'll take that under

 23    consideration.  Any other questions?

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Maybe we are ready to move

 25    on.  The next section is going to be the project and its
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  1    components.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move now to a

  3    summary of the mining project proposed by Donlin Gold.

  4    Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two large

  5    international mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.

  6    And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands owned by

  7    two Alaska Native corporations.  The Calista Corporation

  8    is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is

  9    the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a very large

 10    project.  They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of

 11    gold per year for a time frame of 27 and a half years of

 12    production.  And they will be processing 59,000 tons of

 13    ore each day.

 14              We have already noted that Donlin Gold would be

 15    located in a remote part of the state stretching from Cook

 16    Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home to some

 17    66 communities that might be affected by the project.  In

 18    many communities the project might affect lands and

 19    resources that are used for subsistence and other

 20    livelihood activities.  This project will face an

 21    extensive set of legal requirements, including many

 22    permits and many agencies involved.

 23              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a

 24    time line from exploration through closure.  Donlin has

 25    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
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  1    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit

  2    applications, and we are now starting the three-year

  3    permitting period, the first step of which is the scoping

  4    meetings.  That's why we are here tonight for a scoping

  5    meeting.

  6              At the conclusion of the EIS process, the

  7    agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If

  8    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with

  9    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27

 10    and a half years of operations.

 11              At the conclusion of the active life of the

 12    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and

 13    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill

 14    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste

 15    treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility

 16    and the waste rock storage facilities.  The lands would be

 17    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.

 18              I'll turn to the major components of the

 19    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.

 20    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the

 21    Trans-Alaska Pipeline system.  It would be a cold pipe.

 22    It would not generate heat and would not damage the

 23    permafrost.

 24              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the

 25    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
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  1    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the

  2    center photo on the top of the slide.  This technique

  3    would be used among the other crossings to be used to

  4    cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.

  5              The image of a block valve on the right side of

  6    the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not

  7    be fenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to

  8    subsistence uses areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed

  9    every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring

 10    and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process

 11    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The

 12    design would allow access, but after construction, no

 13    improved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water

 14    crossings.

 15              This slide shows the pipeline would start at

 16    Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west

 17    along the foothills of the Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim

 18    River Valley, continue west to the mine site at Crooked

 19    Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State

 20    lands, 34 percent BLM lands, ten percent Native

 21    corporation land.

 22              If you would note the blue segments where an

 23    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge

 24    and the Alaska Range.  This would separate from the

 25    original proposal at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary
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  1    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently

  2    notified the Corps that this alternative is under

  3    consideration, and they will be examining it during

  4    geotechnical investigations this coming summer.

  5              This slide shows the project components at the

  6    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of those.

  7    Number one on the slide is the open pit which would

  8    eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long,

  9    one mile wide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the

 10    mine life.

 11              Number two is the tailings impoundment,

 12    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.

 13    It would cover about 2,350 acres.  That would be about

 14    three and a half square miles.  And the tailings are the

 15    powder-like material that's left after the gold has been

 16    removed in the mill.

 17              Number three is the waste rock facility, which

 18    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the

 19    rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.

 20              These major facilities support the mill and

 21    would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

 22              This is an overview of the major transportation

 23    infrastructure.  The project would require new or expanded

 24    port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to

 25    river barges.  The barges would proceed up the Kuskokwim
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  1    River to a new barge landing that would be constructed at

  2    Jungjuk, and from there they would be taken by -- there

  3    would be a new 30-mile road to the mine site.  Also at the

  4    mine site would be, or near the mine site, a new

  5    5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mine site would be a

  6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.

  7              This is the proposed barge landing at Jungjuk.

  8    And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank

  9    and about 1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total

 10    of 26 acres.

 11                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre.

 12    How much barge traffic would be expected?

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm going to get to that here

 14    in just a --

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question.  Here comes

 16    the answer.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  The Donlin Gold project

 18    would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim River to

 19    transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to

 20    power the large mining equipment and trucks at the mine.

 21    And the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  There would

 22    be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be

 23    about three barge tow passings per day.  It would be most

 24    likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any

 25    given day.  There would be four barges per tow.  It would
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  1    be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58

  2    fuel barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550

  3    tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons

  4    each.  And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and

  5    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same during

  6    both the construction and the operations periods.

  7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  So just about anywhere

  8    you are on the river there is a chance you will see three

  9    barges a day whether you are --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Three barge tows.  Each tow

 11    would have four barges, yes.

 12                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  At any given point on

 13    the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average

 14    you would see three, two up, one down and vice versa?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  That's my understanding, yes.

 16                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  How are they

 17    analyzing the impacts of that traffic on the -- I mean, is

 18    there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they

 19    analyzing the impact of that on the river, the silt, the

 20    fish, et cetera, et cetera?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I think a good part of that

 22    will be based on comments that are -- that we receive on

 23    the concerns that are out there, and --

 24                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  There is no --

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know offhand.  I
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  1    expect maybe Taylor probably knows better than I do what's

  2    been done so far.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Only because I'm five

  4    pages ahead in the study plans than Don is.  But there is

  5    actually an analysis.  This could be broken into several

  6    components.  The physical component which would look at

  7    hydrology, erosion and sedimentation effects of barge

  8    traffic.  So there is a baseline study having to do with

  9    erosion and sedimentation in the Kuskokwim River.  Then

 10    the biological component would be the potential for

 11    impacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to

 12    wildlife.  And I don't remember a baseline.  I don't know

 13    the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be

 14    analyzed in the EIS.  And then the third category would be

 15    displacement of existing uses.  So river travel,

 16    commercial fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would

 17    be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic

 18    would have.

 19              So there is some base -- it would be good to say

 20    some of the baseline data has been examined and it forms

 21    the foundation for this analysis and estimate of impacts

 22    that will come in the draft EIS.

 23                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  So where in the

 24    thousands and thousands and thousands of pages is that

 25    analysis found?  In Chapter 3?
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm trying to remember

  2    where I read this and when.  So the environmental

  3    evaluation document baseline conditions does have a

  4    section with some diagrams and maps of the erosion and

  5    sedimentation dynamics in the Kuskokwim River.  They also

  6    in the biological section have a set of observations about

  7    birds and some other wildlife under baseline conditions in

  8    the Kuskokwim River occurrence, frequency, distribution as

  9    it is now.  And that would then be the basis for the

 10    future, the estimate of change.

 11                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I guess I don't know

 12    if I'm articulating myself.  My question is:  Did they do

 13    a baseline study by following a barge up the river and see

 14    what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do

 15    they just do a study that these are how many birds we have

 16    at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?

 17    How did they analyze the impact of the barge?

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I haven't seen the

 19    effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects

 20    document.  I was only responding to the question about

 21    what kind of baseline material was there.  We have got

 22    some follow-up questions, so I want to be courteous in

 23    this.  George had his hand up in a second and then we can

 24    come back to you, Mark, if that's okay.  And Lisa, are we

 25    good for a second?  We may have to come back to this in
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  1    additional discussion?

  2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm just wondering

  3    if you could point out where I could find it.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You have Chapter 3 as a

  5    cooperating agency, the environmental effects document in

  6    Chapter 3.  So it's going to be towards the front of it in

  7    the section on the physical environment for erosion and

  8    sedimentation, some of the river hydrology baseline

  9    material.

 10              George, go ahead.

 11                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan from

 12    Kalskag.  We have three or four barge lines in the river

 13    already.  My concern is, where do they dump their water

 14    and sewer in the barges?  Right now they just dump them

 15    into the river.  Is this going to be a policy here where

 16    you don't dump into the river, have septic tanks or you

 17    can go to villages and dump your water and sewer.  Don't

 18    dump it into the river.  That's my concern.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good comment.  I think

 20    Mark was next.

 21                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary, Napaimute.

 22    Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the

 23    Crowley barge on a few trips collecting information.

 24    That's how they built some of the planning.  That's what

 25    little bit I know.
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  1                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou

  2    Williams from Kalskag.  Correct me if I'm hearing wrong,

  3    but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you

  4    will be seeing them wherever you are?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you wouldn't -- you

  6    couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.

  7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean if I

  8    was in Bethel or if I was in Aniak or even in Kalskag I

  9    would see three a day come by no matter where I was?

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  If you sat on the bank for 24

 11    hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either

 12    up or down.

 13                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  And then three

 14    more coming down the next day?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  It might be two up and

 16    one down or one up and two down most likely, I suppose.

 17    That would be the most likely scenario.

 18                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Annie asked you if the

 19    next day you would see the three again.  Every day three

 20    would go by.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you know, that's -- I

 22    think if you add up the total estimated amount, they have

 23    allowed some for logistics and, you know, it probably

 24    won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you

 25    know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational
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  1    plan is, as I understand it, would allow -- that would be

  2    the most likely scenario.

  3                    MR. MARK LEARY:  One thing they learned --

  4    and I'd like to hear more about it -- is there are some

  5    spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow.  They

  6    have to stop, break two off, push two through, come back,

  7    get the other two.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess I'm not aware

  9    of that.  I would ask that you make a comment to that, you

 10    know, submit that comment to us one way or another,

 11    either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the

 12    website or e-mail it to me so that we can be sure to get

 13    that into the record.

 14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me respond to this,

 15    and then we will continue the questions.  There is

 16    actually a transportation plan that is mentioned in one of

 17    the permit documents.  It was not completed as of the end

 18    of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details.  What

 19    we are providing here is really a pretty rough estimate,

 20    but I do know that a more detailed plan for the

 21    transportation process is under preparation.  And when

 22    that's available, it would be posted on the website the

 23    same as the other permit application documents.  So I

 24    think there is still a lot to learn about the details of

 25    the barging process.
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  1              Many of the comments tonight belong in the

  2    record as scoping questions that need to be examined.  We

  3    need to look more deeply into this and have much more

  4    information about it by the time we get to the EIS.

  5              So there was -- I think Jacques was in line for

  6    a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then

  7    Raymond Peterson.

  8                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Are you guys going

  9    to compare other rivers that have experienced large growth

 10    like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Other rivers that have --

 12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Well, since we

 13    haven't seen this growth before, maybe there is other

 14    rivers in Alaska or throughout the country that have

 15    experienced barge growth, I guess, that you might be able

 16    to compare to.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  I mean, I'm not aware -- I

 18    haven't seen all the studies on that so far.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Again, we are at an early

 20    stage.  We are gathering input to guide the EIS, so I

 21    think it's a very helpful question as a scoping comment.

 22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm sure we are not

 23    the first river to see a growth in traffic.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And you are suggesting

 25    there ought to be a comparative analysis with other cases.
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  1    I think I can say generally that the subject matter

  2    specialists operate from their literatures, and those

  3    would be case studies and other comparable examples that

  4    would allow them to make a reasoned estimate for the

  5    impacts in this case.  So we will make note of your

  6    emphasis on comparative cases.  And then I think that's

  7    something that the subject matter folks are likely to do

  8    anyway, but this would be a way to emphasize the

  9    importance of it.

 10              So then we had Mark, and then Raymond Peterson.

 11    So Mark, go ahead.

 12                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I would like the EIS to

 13    address any future dredging that may be necessary in some

 14    of the shallow water processes.  It would be good to have

 15    that addressed ahead of time, the impacts that's going to

 16    be and what's the extent of any dredging that might take

 17    place.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Raymond, please.

 19                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson, local

 20    resident, former riverboat pilot.  So I know, you know,

 21    you have got so much traffic going up and down, I never

 22    hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you

 23    know, because that's important before you do all your

 24    trafficking.  And then the river changes so much.  And

 25    every year water drops or water raises.  And that's when
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  1    you have to be real careful on what you do on your

  2    churning, you know, on the fish we have.  So be very

  3    careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you

  4    have your GPS.  We use the eye and know the river.  And

  5    now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge

  6    systems next.

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.

  8                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Allen Simeon from

  9    Aniak.  Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got

 10    20 blockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross

 11    how many rivers?  I'm wondering, are you going to be

 12    having those before and/or after each river?  And how much

 13    pressure is in that pipeline?  And do you have a storage

 14    area to hold off anything else that you have to divert in

 15    case there is a breakage?  Because this 300-and-some mile

 16    of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure

 17    in there if there is a breakage.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know that their

 19    position -- they're not positioned --

 20                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  You're going to be

 21    hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some

 22    sort of a process.  Now, you are going to get gas over

 23    there.  What if something happens to that gas?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline -- one of our

 25    cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and --
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Hazardous Materials --

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Hazardous Materials and Safety

  3    Administration.  And I'm sure that they will look at that

  4    in great detail.

  5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Another question is,

  6    you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things,

  7    and by rule they don't have to contain the whole amount

  8    that's stored there.  And over there at Crooked Creek

  9    there, if there is a rupture, that's a tremendous amount

 10    of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked

 11    Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of

 12    Alaska.  I just want to bring that up.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a good comment, and we

 14    will make sure that that's examined.

 15                    MR. MARK MATTER:  [inaudible] at SHAW last

 16    spring doing some paperwork for our mining operation, and

 17    they were told I guess through NovaGold, because they have

 18    a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were

 19    planning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before

 20    they started bringing gas for their gas product.  Anybody

 21    heard anything about that?

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard anything about

 23    that.

 24                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I mean, these are

 25    federal agencies.  They told us that.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we can say loud

  2    and clear that the application is for a natural gas

  3    pipeline, full stop.  There is nothing in the plan of

  4    development for the natural gas pipeline that talks about

  5    any other fuel resources being transported in it.  And we

  6    have said a number of times today that the -- this process

  7    is legally driven, that the permit application triggers an

  8    EIS.  The EIS is a comprehensive analysis.  Ultimately

  9    there are permit decisions, and if those decisions are

 10    positive, there are detailed permit conditions.  I think

 11    many of you are somewhat familiar with the details that go

 12    with a right-of-way grant or other kind of permits.

 13              So there is not going to be bait and switch on

 14    something of that sort.  The application is binding.  The

 15    legal decisions, the permit decisions are binding in that

 16    respect.

 17                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I had questions

 18    about that pipeline, also.  You know, it's my

 19    understanding natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and

 20    they are --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Pressurized, yes.

 22                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, they are

 23    high pressure.  I was working on the Slope working on the

 24    pipeline and stuff.  When they rupture, they rupture

 25    violently.  What kind of emergency response do we have for
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  1    an accident like that?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it does have emergency

  3    valves.  And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the

  4    Pipeline Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration,

  5    and that's their bailiwick.  That's what they will be

  6    analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.

  7                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Would they be

  8    based out of Anchorage and be flying to these locations,

  9    or are there going to be roadways to them, or how would

 10    they access it?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  How are they going to access

 12    it if there is a accident?

 13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, the pipeline

 14    in general.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  I imagine they would -- in

 16    their permits would establish procedures but, you know,

 17    that would be up to them.  And it would be addressed in

 18    the EIS.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the pipeline design is

 20    to prevent a release, and then the protective measures in

 21    the permit conditions define the drill -- there will be an

 22    emergency response plan that outlines what materials are

 23    staged, prestaged and how they would be mobilized, what

 24    kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on

 25    any spill response.  So we are sort of delving in -- I
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  1    think it's helpful to ask will the EIS address these

  2    things, and the answer is yes, these are standard elements

  3    of an EIS.  And your asking the question makes it all the

  4    more important that we address it really thoroughly in the

  5    EIS.

  6              So we are very early in this.  I hope folks were

  7    paying attention.  This is a three-year project before the

  8    EIS is completed.  After scoping in this next month, the

  9    technical teams go to work for over a year to put together

 10    the draft EIS.  It comes out in late summer of 2014.  And

 11    then you have another chance to look and see if the

 12    questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough

 13    review and provided good answers.  If they didn't, you get

 14    another chance to say, wait a minute, I'm not satisfied

 15    with that answer in the draft.  I want more attention on

 16    this and that, and that becomes the basis for the final

 17    EIS in the last year.

 18                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  This 314-mile pipeline,

 19    no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are going

 20    to lose your pressure coming between here and there.  And

 21    what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the

 22    rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be

 23    people there to actually monitor that or what's going to

 24    happen?

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is just --
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  1    there is one pressure compression station located towards

  2    the beginning closer to Cook Inlet.  I don't recall the

  3    exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.

  4    There is just one compression station.

  5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  That's going to be a

  6    tremendous amount of pressure in the very beginning before

  7    it can get all the way over there to reach the end.  And

  8    I've witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel line and what

  9    they have to do just to go six miles with fuel.  And I was

 10    wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start

 11    off with.

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me suggest this on

 13    one of the -- when we wrap up, we can pull up the plan of

 14    development and look it up.  I'm not quick enough on that

 15    detail to have it in my head, but I know how we can look

 16    it up.  So we will do that together, Allen, before we

 17    leave tonight.  I couldn't happen to remember there was

 18    one compression station, and it's in about milepost 15 or

 19    20.  It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.

 20    And according to the design, that is sufficient to

 21    power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the

 22    range and out to the Kuskokwim Valley.

 23                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And then the horizontal

 24    drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the

 25    Kuskokwim River and up on the other side, is that correct?
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Correct.

  2                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And who is going to do

  3    that?  I'm just wondering.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's a very good question.

  5    All of the construction -- we are at the permitting stage.

  6    If the permits are issued, then Donlin would set out in

  7    the construction phase.  And I think, generally speaking,

  8    they select contractors to do this kind of work.  The

  9    pipeline plan of development actually has quite a bit of

 10    detail about the phases, what would occur each year and

 11    starting at two different ends.  So we could peek at some

 12    of that.  We certainly don't know the names of contractors

 13    that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done

 14    generally by contractors.

 15                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  The reason I ask that

 16    is, I'm familiar with that.  I seen that at Alpine when

 17    they went underneath the river.  And they had to run

 18    portable generators just to keep the ground from thawing

 19    out.  Now, I don't know what kind of problems we are going

 20    to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running

 21    the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any

 22    kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially

 23    going under rivers because the river erodes by itself

 24    regardless every year.  And assisting it in any way I

 25    think might create more problems.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think damage to

  2    permafrost and the potential implications of horizontal

  3    directional drilling on river erosion, these are some

  4    scoping questions that Allen is raising for us.  Jacques

  5    and then Mark and then Ryan.

  6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Would Donlin be

  7    paying for the pipeline project or -- I'm not sure how

  8    that would work.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I know you know the

 10    answer.  We all know the answer to that.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  It's their pipeline.

 12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'd just like to

 13    make a request as part of the permitting process that

 14    there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook

 15    into the pipeline as part of the deal.  And that if the

 16    State grants the permits, it seems like it would be a

 17    tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to come

 18    this close without having the option of us hooking into

 19    it.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  For the purpose of the EIS, we

 21    are not going to evaluate all that.  What's the term?

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Common carrier.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Common carrier is my

 24    understanding.  Would be a common carrier and, you know, I

 25    guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to
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  1    delve into details of that as part of the EIS.

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the regulatory status

  3    of this pipeline, when they use the term common carrier,

  4    it means that any party can ask to transport gas.  That

  5    pipeline does not belong to one party and that company --

  6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  They are just

  7    building it.

  8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  They build it, they

  9    install it.  They obviously have the primary use of it,

 10    but a common carrier pipeline is available for other

 11    parties.  So the Middle Kuskokwim Electric Co-op, some

 12    other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes

 13    of power generation in the Kuskokwim Valley.

 14              As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into

 15    a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer

 16    to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that

 17    pipeline would be a common carrier.

 18              I forgot who was next.  I think Mark and then

 19    Ryan.

 20                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary.  I have some

 21    good questions.  I've learned a little bit about it.  I

 22    wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the

 23    Kuskokwim.  And if I remember right I might be off a

 24    little bit.  It's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to

 25    be way below the bottom of the river.  It's going to be in
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  1    the bedrock.

  2              My question was back to barging.  At the meeting

  3    in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard

  4    declined to be a cooperating agency.  But if this goes

  5    forward, will we expect to see more permanent Coast Guard

  6    presence on the river?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Because of the additional

  8    barge traffic?

  9                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Yeah.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be up to them, I

 11    guess.  I'm not -- I can't speak for the Coast Guard.  I

 12    don't know.  It's not -- I guess if you feel there is

 13    hazards that they need to somehow monitor or control or

 14    regulate, then I guess that's a comment I'd ask you to get

 15    into the record here.

 16                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It seems like we all

 17    behave better when the cops are around.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's don't lose sight of

 19    the fact, just because they don't step forward as a

 20    cooperating agency and come every other week to a meeting,

 21    they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation.

 22    So Don I think said last night, and I really want to

 23    underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a

 24    responsibility in terms of navigational aids and

 25    navigation in the navigable waterways.  And that doesn't

00047

  1    go away.  Later in the stage we expect them to get a lot

  2    more engaged in the EIS and in the permitting process to

  3    understand specific legal responsibilities that they might

  4    have.  Not so much now, but later on when we get to this

  5    navigation question, that is one where the Coast Guard has

  6    some legal obligations.

  7                    MR. MARK LEARY:  We can expect the route

  8    to be buoyed every year?

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know the extent,

 10    the exact configuration of their involvement in it.  I

 11    don't think we know that for now.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  You could certainly make --

 13    you know, like I said, get your comments and questions

 14    into the record, and as we look into these, we will work

 15    with the Coast Guard and get their responses.  And those

 16    could be included in the draft.

 17                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My name is Ryan

 18    Maroney, and I just had a question about the process.  If

 19    the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is

 20    this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally,

 21    is that considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you

 22    should bring that forward on the website or submit it, but

 23    if people say it right now, is that considered on the

 24    record, or are you just encouraging them to put more

 25    detail into a second comment?
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  It's on the record, but I

  2    guess I'm just trying to be very thorough and ask people

  3    to, you know --

  4                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  I just wanted to make

  5    sure if they brought it up now that it was considered and

  6    if they didn't get to the web or submit it or write a

  7    letter later --

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  It will all be transcribed and

  9    all the issues that are raised in the meetings will be

 10    addressed.

 11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose this in a

 12    minute.  We have got just one or two more slides on the

 13    project description, and then we want to go to issues.  So

 14    Mark, work with us.  We will take the question now, but

 15    let's keep track of the -- we have some more things to

 16    cover.

 17                    MR. MARK MATTER:  So help me in the

 18    process.  You said you are going to proceed with this EIS

 19    on the understanding that there will be no access -- did I

 20    hear that earlier -- of this corridor?  No public access.

 21    Did I hear that earlier?

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  No.

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's the opposite.

 24    I think what this slide showed is that the pipeline

 25    corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the
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  1    compressor station, some of the safety valves are fenced

  2    in a ten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature

  3    is not fenced.  It is not a barrier to travel traditional

  4    uses across the landscape.  The last part of what Don said

  5    is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the

  6    purpose of building the pipeline.  It will be demobilized.

  7    All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area

  8    that's brushed every ten years.  And that's for the

  9    purposes of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for

 10    monitoring.

 11                    MR. MARK MATTER:  What about snowmachines?

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Actually, it's a very

 13    important point.  I think we do understand that on the

 14    Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access from the west

 15    side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an

 16    important potential issue about security to some of the

 17    facilities and displacement of uses.  And I don't think we

 18    have all the answers on that yet.  I think there is still

 19    a lot to learn about what public uses might turn out to be

 20    on a cleared right-of-way of that sort.  But I think on

 21    the Kuskokwim Valley side, starting with the questions

 22    that our friend from Russian Mission raised, the key is

 23    that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional land

 24    uses on the Kuskokwim side of the range.

 25                    MR. JASON WALSH:  Excuse me, Taylor.
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  1    There is a lot of questions about the pipeline.  And if

  2    after the meeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have

  3    questions about the State's authority and how we will

  4    issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that

  5    right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State land and

  6    what that means, common carrier access or otherwise, you

  7    can come talk to me.  I'll be happy to answer your

  8    questions so we can not bog it down here.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Other infrastructure includes

 10    a construction camp.  It would have 2,500 beds which would

 11    support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.

 12    This includes some smaller remote camps for the pipeline

 13    construction, as well.  The permanent camp would have 600

 14    beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees

 15    working shifts, meaning that only about half of the total

 16    workforce would be on site at any given time.

 17              So we are back to questions on the project

 18    description.  Or should we move on and wrap it up?  I

 19    guess we will keep going.

 20              So we mentioned earlier the purpose of the

 21    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One

 22    major issue is -- I'm sorry.  One major area is water

 23    resources.  Streams and other surface waters would be

 24    diverted away from and around the mining activities in

 25    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
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  1    Ground water would be consumed as part of the mining

  2    process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streams.

  3    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower

  4    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby

  5    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,

  6    could generate acid or leach metals.  So, waste rock,

  7    tailings and other runoff would have to be carefully

  8    managed to avoid contaminating the waters outside of the

  9    mine site.

 10              Air quality is also important, and this slide

 11    shows some examples of issues that we expect.  There would

 12    be several sources of emissions, including a large number

 13    of large mining vehicles, 227-megawatt power plant, dust

 14    generated by removing and processing the overburden, waste

 15    rock and the ore.

 16              Climate change is a growing concern and will

 17    need to be considered as large amounts of hydrocarbons

 18    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several

 19    areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury

 20    could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury

 21    stack emissions could occur during the milling process,

 22    and any mercury co-product would require careful storage

 23    and transport.

 24              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous

 25    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
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  1    response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.

  2              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands

  3    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

  4    subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed

  5    project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this

  6    10,000 would be at the mine site and related

  7    infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline.  These areas would

  8    be impacted by excavating, filling, vegetation removal and

  9    other disturbances.  And 6,900 of these acres would be

 10    wetlands.  There would be habitat loss or reduced habitat

 11    values for fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by

 12    the project and as well as habitat loss that could also be

 13    direct disturbance of individual animals.  We have talked

 14    quite a bit about barge traffic so far.  And subsistence

 15    and traditional land uses would also be affected by the

 16    loss of land through development.

 17              Here are some more examples of issues and

 18    concerns.  These are focused on the communities, cultural

 19    resources and recreation.  Community life would be

 20    affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and

 21    1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new employment

 22    and income brought into the area, but also many effects on

 23    community and human health.  Cultural resources, both

 24    archeological and historic, that exist in the area might

 25    be disturbed or destroyed.  And recreation and visual
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  1    resources might also be affected by new structures and

  2    mining operations.  For all these issues, we would look at

  3    avoiding them -- avoiding the impacts as best we could and

  4    minimizing them as well as we can.  And if we can't avoid

  5    them or minimize, we will try to mitigate for them.

  6              So to conclude, we know that this proposed

  7    project and the lands and resources are important to you.

  8    And we would like to emphasize that there are several ways

  9    it get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the

 10    most important thing by being here tonight for the scoping

 11    meeting.  We would also invite you to go to our website at

 12    donlingoldeis.com for more information or to submit

 13    comments.  Or you can contact me directly.  753-2780 is my

 14    direct phone line, and my e-mail address is there as well.

 15    For tribal matters you can contact our tribal liaison for

 16    the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer.  And her direct

 17    phone number and e-mail are there, as well.

 18              We have had two tribal teleconferences so far

 19    that discussed cooperating agency status and

 20    government-to-government consultations.  We had those on

 21    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have

 22    others.  Tribal governments, as we have mentioned already,

 23    have the opportunity to enter into

 24    government-to-government consultation, as well as

 25    requesting cooperating agency status.
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  1              So that's the end of the formal presentation.

  2    If there is any remaining questions, we will answer those

  3    and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody

  4    would like to provide comments for the record, we can do

  5    that then.  If you do have any written comments, if you

  6    make -- if you provide testimony and have written

  7    comments, we ask that you leave a copy for our recorder so

  8    that she can more easily get all the details.

  9                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou

 10    Williams from Kalskag.  I have a question.  You were going

 11    through this, and I thought about air quality.  Are they

 12    going to test the air now as it is, and then during the

 13    process will they be monitoring it?  Because not only are

 14    they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries,

 15    your fish and all the plants and everything.  Sometimes

 16    when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago,

 17    we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries

 18    wouldn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know

 19    what was causing it.  My concern would be the effects of

 20    the barge traveling and with the smoke and all this other

 21    stuff that would be going on.  Would that also be

 22    monitored?

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  There has been extensive

 24    air quality monitoring that's been done so far, and that

 25    will continue throughout the -- throughout the
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  1    construction and the operation of the mine.

  2                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean from

  3    the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling

  4    once they start --

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Will they do air quality

  6    monitoring all the way up and down the river?

  7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Yes.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess at this point I'd just

  9    have to take that as a comment.  I'm not aware of that.

 10    It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the

 11    mine site, air quality monitoring?

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question of monitoring

 13    in real time is a good scoping comment.  I know the

 14    technical specialists that will address the air quality,

 15    they have signatures for different kinds of transportation

 16    vehicles, the emissions signature, and they will estimate

 17    the emissions of the barges based on the loads on the

 18    engines and so on.  That much they can do as a technical

 19    analysis.  But I think your question went to monitoring in

 20    real time in the operational life of the project, and

 21    that's a good comment that we will take into account.

 22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre,

 23    Aniak.  I was wondering if there is going to be any

 24    monitoring of precipitation.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  They have weather stations at
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  1    the mine site.  Oh, you mean for water quality?

  2                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  When evaporation

  3    occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of

  4    the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on

  5    all our blueberries and everything.  Is there a chance of

  6    spreading chemicals to different parts of the region?

  7                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Like acid rain

  8    or something.

  9                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Yeah.  Because I

 10    know you talked about mercury emissions and -- does that

 11    get into our atmosphere to come down at another spot?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  I expect that that will be

 13    looked at, yes.

 14                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I didn't see

 15    anything about precipitation in there.

 16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think what they do on

 17    air quality and emissions is called fate and transport,

 18    what becomes of emissions, where are they -- how are they

 19    transported, where are they deposited.  So it's not my

 20    area of technical expertise, but I've read that kind of

 21    discussion in an EIS.  It's not enough to just say it goes

 22    out the stack.  They are concerned about where it lands

 23    and therefore the impacts on --

 24                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm talking about

 25    evaporation from the pool there and there's the
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  1    acid-forming rock.  Does that acid get into the atmosphere

  2    and come down in other places?

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question for

  4    analysis.

  5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  The only thing I do know

  6    about that is they had an air quality station here in

  7    Aniak that they were monitoring for mercury deposition,

  8    and I know they aren't doing that anymore, but they did at

  9    least do that for probably a two-year period.

 10                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Brian Stephanoff,

 11    Russian Mission.  I got a comment.  How much -- how

 12    much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work

 13    coincide with each other between like the State and

 14    federal agencies, such as environmental working together

 15    with scientific knowledge with indigenous knowledge to

 16    make this -- these comment periods a lot more meaningful?

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  The interaction between the

 18    State and the federal --

 19                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Interdisciplinary

 20    where you have many departments work together to address

 21    and analyze current problems.  As a scholar, I got my

 22    master's degree and I've listened to many accounts

 23    throughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their

 24    conflicts with mineral development and the South Americans

 25    and their indigenous groups and some of their conflicts
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  1    with many types of mineral development, too.  And one

  2    thing they have always noticed and it's very common in

  3    these parts of these United States is the lack of

  4    interdisciplinary work.  It's hard to get one department

  5    with another to -- especially when trying to find out

  6    about contaminants in Native foods.  That's just an

  7    example.

  8              I was just giving that introductory piece

  9    because going back to the tailings of the two-mile long

 10    and whatever depth that is, that's a large bowl of mercury

 11    and other mineral wastes that would be set aside.  And the

 12    half life of -- or the life expectancy of such chemicals

 13    to degrade and not be harmful -- as harmful to the

 14    environment is just so astronomically -- it seems very

 15    awful to imagine all of the thousands upon thousands of

 16    gallons of mercury and cyanide and whatever other

 17    contaminants are going to be building up inside these

 18    basins near Crooked Creek that might eventually tear apart

 19    because there is always some type of environmental

 20    disaster of some sort.  Something is always going to go

 21    wrong.

 22              Just for the natural environment to consume

 23    parts of those chemicals and let it erode down to a

 24    certain point where it gets lesser of a form of -- or

 25    degree of contaminant, it should also include all the

00059

  1    animals and all the human beings that live around there

  2    because they are -- the future generations that live

  3    around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the

  4    seven generations will have harm from many of these

  5    contaminants if such a catastrophe was to happen, leaking

  6    whatever is inside the tailings ponds.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  If I understand what you are

  8    asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and

  9    different disciplines working together, that's the purpose

 10    for cooperating agencies.  We have, you know, the -- we

 11    invited all the federal agencies that we thought could

 12    provide expertise to be cooperating agencies.  We have

 13    both federal and State agencies.  And we have invited

 14    tribes to provide, you know, local knowledge.  The third

 15    party contractor, Taylor's team, you know, they have --

 16    they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that

 17    will be looking at it.  So you know, that's the way that I

 18    believe we will address your concern, as I understood it.

 19    Yes.

 20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to

 21    further conclude that there is many permanent residents

 22    that live inside these villages along the Kuskokwim and

 23    Yukon, and many of them intend to stay permanent.  And the

 24    gold mine would be -- or those that mine the gold are just

 25    part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and just

00060

  1    leave while the waste and all the contaminants and the

  2    aftermath of such destruction will further erode and

  3    degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide

  4    to stay behind.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Fine.  Thank you for that.

  6    I'll take that as a comment for the record.  Yes.

  7                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  We are

  8    going to put this in writing later, too, but at this time

  9    for the -- as a scoping comment, I'd like to suggest that

 10    some of these key areas of concern be addressed with

 11    simple fact sheets from whether it's URS or the Corps of

 12    Engineers.  I think one of the problems that people always

 13    run into is that they feel they have to review literally

 14    two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get

 15    relatively basic questions answered.  So I'd like to

 16    suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water

 17    treatment, in particular, as it relates to acid drainage,

 18    mercury, both in water and as air emissions, the risks of

 19    those be distributed to all stakeholders in simple fact

 20    sheets, and then also a lot of the things that other

 21    people have brought up such as the impacts of erosion from

 22    barge transport and the concern with the window during

 23    fishing season where it sounds like there is going to be

 24    real conflict there.

 25              So I think all these things need to have fact
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  1    sheets that are simple that are just a couple pages long

  2    that are distributed.  A good start would be to everybody

  3    who signed in at every scoping meeting so that every

  4    effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets

  5    that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue

  6    that's often overlooked.

  7              And people last night in Bethel were asking

  8    about this.  How long will water need to be treated at the

  9    mine site after the mine is closed?  And a lot of times

 10    the answer can be thousands of years after closure.  And I

 11    think people really have to understand the long-term

 12    impacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do.  In

 13    this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at

 14    this point because we don't have good access to prediction

 15    data at this part of the process, so we are always told to

 16    just wait because it's a process; but sometimes if you

 17    wait too long you miss your window to actually affect the

 18    process.

 19              So I think it's really important that people --

 20    a lot of the environmental chemists are saying that the

 21    two biggest issues at this mine are mercury and acid

 22    drainage.  So it would be very nice if these things were

 23    summarized in simple fact sheets and distributed to every

 24    known stakeholder.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  I think that's a
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  1    good idea.

  2                    MR. HERMAN MORGAN:  Yeah.  My name is

  3    Herman Morgan from Aniak.  I'd like to echo some of the

  4    comments and concerns, you know.  We live here in this

  5    river, and it's very important because it's our way of

  6    life for our fish and environment, you know.  And you guys

  7    are just here for a little while, and then you guys will

  8    go back, too.  I hope you understand how important

  9    protecting our environment is.  You know, all the money in

 10    the world can't buy back our way of life and our salmon.

 11    Like them barges, they showed us four barges, four

 12    barges -- one barge pushing four.  What they call that?

 13    Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see

 14    now.

 15              And we are already having salmon concerns,

 16    salmon closures.  And it kind of concerned me when you

 17    were asked what effect that has on fish and you said,

 18    well, we have to wait and see.  But it seems like if we

 19    wait and see, you know, there could be even more damage to

 20    our fish with all the turbidity, all that silt where they

 21    spawn.  So it's things like that.

 22              The tailings dam is going to be pretty big --

 23    pretty big dam, pretty big amount of water.  When that dam

 24    broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a

 25    wheelbarrow.  It killed all the fish in the river.  That's
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  1    how dangerous them chemicals is.  That mercury he's

  2    talking about, it will take one drop per million or per

  3    billion, something like that, you know.  And if the salmon

  4    smell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning

  5    area.

  6              So I hope you guys understand how important our

  7    environment is to us.  I wish there was a way they could

  8    process that ore somewhere else and they could have their

  9    gold and they could have their jobs and we wouldn't have

 10    that huge waste pit up there with all the chemicals

 11    affecting us all the time.  I hope you guys really

 12    understand how important the river is to us.

 13              I know I looked at that Fort Knox Gold Mine in

 14    Fairbanks.  They are doing it pretty safely but, you know,

 15    who knows what could happen around here.  I hope you

 16    understand how important that river and the environment is

 17    to us.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Maybe

 19    unless there is any specific questions, we could move into

 20    the -- taking the comments or the testimony for the

 21    record.  If there are any specific questions remaining, or

 22    can we go into that?  Yes.

 23                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'd like this to go on

 24    the record.  I guess I'm curious, have curiosity how the

 25    federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, I mean, when
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  1    you hear Barrick, a major player in this, say that this

  2    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time --

  4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick said that this

  5    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.  When

  6    you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is

  7    no natural gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you

  8    hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies?  They

  9    just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has

 10    just no concern at all?  When I hear Barrick say that this

 11    doesn't meet their criteria, why do you go through all

 12    this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?

 13    And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas

 14    available in Cook Inlet?  I'm just curious, what goes on

 15    in the agencies?  What are they saying to each other?

 16    This is kind of a personal question.  What do you say

 17    amongst yourselves when you hear things like that?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  When we hear --

 19                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick says it doesn't

 20    meet their criteria for investment.  They are the only

 21    player that has the money or can get the funding to do a

 22    project like this.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  We evaluate the project as

 24    it's presented to us.

 25                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'm just curious if
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  1    there was any talk amongst --

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is some

  3    misunderstanding about what Barrick said at the time.

  4    What they said at the time was that it was premature to

  5    make an investment decision in the multibillion dollar

  6    range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals

  7    or whether this was permittable, whether the agency --

  8    they wanted to see the permitting process unfold.

  9               MR. MARK MATTER:  Well, their very late

 10    releases say it exactly the way I said it, said it does

 11    not meet their criteria for investment.

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  What I understood from it

 13    was that that was pre-permitted.

 14                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Because I'm going with

 15    Barrick.  Their latest release -- and you can pull their

 16    website up right now.  Their latest release said the very

 17    same thing on Donlin.  The project is not going ahead

 18    because it doesn't meet their criteria.  It's too

 19    expensive.  And they can get the project -- I don't know.

 20    I guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline.  But

 21    there is no natural gas available to even run through the

 22    pipeline, first of all.  It just -- it's just confusing to

 23    me to see how they can proceed with an EIS when there is

 24    no -- they should have something saying we can make a

 25    project here.  I don't see that coming from the major
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  1    player here.  It seems like a lot of work for nothing.

  2    You are not going to comment, I know.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  I've said that --

  4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I wish I could read your

  5    mind.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  We are evaluating the project

  7    as it's -- we are evaluating the permit applications that

  8    have been submitted to us.

  9                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Can we comment off the

 10    record?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  About whether or not Donlin

 12    finds this project feasible?

 13                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Yeah, what he's

 14    talking about.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  His question is --

 16                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  My question is:  Can

 17    we comment off the record?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm telling you what I know

 19    and what my role as the Corps of Engineers and what we are

 20    doing.  We have received permit applications for the

 21    Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an

 22    environmental impact study, and that's what we are doing.

 23    It's not my role to evaluate the financial feasibility of

 24    the project.

 25                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan.  I'll
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  1    do my comment now.  As he mentioned, 2018 we got a project

  2    other than the gold mine project.  We are building a

  3    40-mile heavy-duty haul road between Kalskag and Paimute

  4    in the Yukon through the Portage Mountains.  By 2018 we

  5    are going to get 140 million dollars for that project.

  6    They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides.

  7    That's what we need.  That's what we need for our children

  8    to grow.  This whole project is not about us.  It's about

  9    our kids, these young people.  They are the ones that are

 10    going to be working.  Ten years ago they say we will need

 11    15,000 new jobs.  Now it's about five more years.  We are

 12    going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the mine you

 13    build your own docks.  Look at all the people they are

 14    going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.

 15    That's your own thing.  But we are doing ours, too, for

 16    the future of our children.

 17              We need to open resources.  We can't keep this

 18    whole area closed up.  We never say nothing about the NYAC

 19    Gold Mine, the Kako Mine right above Russian Mission, the

 20    gold mines up in the Salmon River, the gold mines in

 21    McGrath.  You guys are the ones that is coming out with

 22    the studies and saying these are the jobs available for

 23    our people.  We are not asking for much.  But you who are

 24    providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.

 25              We can't live on subsistence anymore.  We can't
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  1    even make money on that.  We need these jobs for our young

  2    people.  And this is the exact time we need this.

  3              So thank you for letting me speak, but I think

  4    you guys are doing a good job by having these meetings,

  5    listening to everybody.  But when you say communities,

  6    include the cities because it's not just the tribes living

  7    in that city.  Include them all.  But this is a good

  8    opportunity for jobs for our people.  And that's what we

  9    need.  Why we have all these suicides and stuff, because

 10    they have no jobs.

 11              All this land, we need to open up some part of

 12    it.  We got a million acres.  We are using only 40 acres

 13    here to provide 15,000 jobs.  There is going to be so much

 14    jobs available, we will have to hire from outside.  Now is

 15    a good time to get ready for these jobs.  By the time

 16    these graduate, they'll have four- or $500,000,000 worth

 17    of projects in this area, which is good, I think.  As long

 18    as you --

 19              We have a unique water system where all our

 20    water comes out of the mountains.  We don't drill down

 21    there for water.  It comes out of the mountains.  It's so

 22    fresh and pure water that fish come all over and they

 23    spawn in our fresh water.  But it's a good opportunity to

 24    provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we

 25    need.  Thank you.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Unless there is

  2    any final questions, we will move into the testimony.  We

  3    will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to

  4    provide that, and we will go into that.

  5                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Can we have

  6    a break, please?

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Take ten minutes.

  8               (A break was taken.)

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We are going to go into

 10    the testimony portion of our evening.  So I'm going to go

 11    down through the names of people that indicated they would

 12    like to testify.  Some said maybe, but I'll go to them and

 13    find out.  The first one I have is Dave Cannon.

 14                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Here I am.  Dave Cannon.

 15    I guess I know EISs are supposed to consider cumulative

 16    effects.  And I know, you know, looking in the future

 17    Ouija board stuff trying to figure out what could happen,

 18    but George mentioned this project possibly there from

 19    Kalskag over to the Yukon.  And my big concern would be,

 20    you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen,

 21    we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would

 22    all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure.  And

 23    there has been a lot of other development -- not

 24    development -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, all

 25    over.  So I think that would allow other development to
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  1    happen that wouldn't have happened normally.

  2              So I'm wondering if or how the EIS process is

  3    going to consider those things, cumulative effects.

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  So are you --

  5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm hoping that you can

  6    do that.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Yes.  We

  8    will -- we will do that.

  9                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I know it's hard, but I

 10    think it needs to be considered.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person

 12    is Joe Kameroff, Jr.

 13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  The questions I

 14    had was about the gas line.  You know, I mentioned them

 15    earlier.  And also about containment of the waste rock and

 16    all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's

 17    long-term -- how will that affect our region.  And another

 18    concern also is the barge traffic, you know.  Us as a

 19    community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you

 20    know.  Go out moose hunting basically off the river.  And

 21    we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence

 22    lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with moose and

 23    caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Joan

 25    Walser.
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  1                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I believe she left.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Brian Stephanoff.

  3                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to

  4    make a comment.  And it was highlighted earlier.  When

  5    development does come into question, the agencies that are

  6    involved should try to get as much employment, workforce

  7    from the surrounding communities to get as many

  8    backgrounds as possible, and should also include the

  9    Alaska Natives and the nonAlaska Natives that are residing

 10    within these communities.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Allen --

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Simeonoff.  Sorry.

 13    Simeon.

 14                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  My name is Allen Simeon

 15    from Aniak.  Your line material that their -- liner used

 16    to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or

 17    whatnot -- and I used to work up there on Donlin Creek,

 18    and I know that a lot of the rock has natural acid in it.

 19    And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can live

 20    within that acid content.  And I'm wondering if you guys

 21    are using only one liner to protect the environment.  Is

 22    there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the

 23    inside?  One liner is only one liner.  And that material

 24    up there leaches already.  And that material would leach

 25    right down into the drainage and flow right into the
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  1    Kuskokwim River.  So my question is:  How much protection

  2    is going to be used for all of that hazardous material

  3    from the mining project to keep it contained within that

  4    specific area?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.

  6                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  I have another one

  7    there.  What happens with it?  How are you going to get

  8    rid of it?  Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or

  9    evaporate or haul it out and/or what?  And then the other

 10    question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have

 11    on site.  And like I stated earlier, by rule you don't

 12    have to have containment for the whole amount that's

 13    there.  And that being in an environment where everything

 14    flows downhill back to the Kuskokwim River, and that

 15    amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full

 16    containment instead of what DEC implies as a rule for fuel

 17    or whatever?  That's my question -- questions.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will make sure they

 19    are addressed.  Thank you.  Pete Dronkers.

 20                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  I do have a comment on

 21    the perceived loopholes in the Clean Water Act and how

 22    that affects the tailings impoundment facility.  It's my

 23    understanding -- I don't want to go too far into the weeds

 24    here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a

 25    waste treatment facility, it does not have to comply with
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  1    discharge standards.  So I'm not wanting to get too far

  2    into the details.  My general comment would be that the

  3    EIS process consider the ultimate potential closure of the

  4    two main Clean Water Act loopholes and how that would

  5    affect the design of the tailings and the placement of the

  6    tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in

  7    closing those loopholes, and that could potentially break

  8    the impact on those plans.  So I'd like the EIS process to

  9    at least consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act

 10    would actually affect the mine engineering plans

 11    specifically on the waste treatment facility language in

 12    the Clean Water Act.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's it,

 14    unless -- is there any remainder?

 15                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I didn't see that thing

 16    where you could put if you want to comment.  Could I

 17    comment?

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Yes, Mark.  Please

 19    go ahead.  He said that he didn't see the column to

 20    indicate that he wanted to testify.  Now he would like to

 21    testify.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yes, please.  Go ahead.

 23                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I was quiet in Bethel

 24    last night.  I wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.

 25    Is he still here?  I've tried to think more about the
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  1    social impacts because I think -- looks to me like there

  2    is plenty of people looking and worrying about the

  3    environmental impacts.  What I have been thinking about is

  4    the 2010 census, Bethel census area.  That means all the

  5    villages on the Kuskokwim and Bethel and some villages on

  6    the coast.  2010 census, 17,000 people.  About half are

  7    under the age of 25.  And we are growing two percent a

  8    year.  We don't see it so much in the middle Kuskokwim,

  9    but two percent a year means 400 more people a year in our

 10    region.  That's a whole 'nother village every year in our

 11    region.  And they are all young.

 12              What are they going to have?  What are we going

 13    to do for them?  Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is --

 14    I'm sorry, but there is going to be too many people.

 15              The other thing I was thinking about, that shift

 16    work, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing,

 17    that's hard on families, you know.  You miss 50 percent of

 18    your family's life.  And I'd like the developers of Donlin

 19    Creek -- and I mentioned this to them -- NYAC, you talk to

 20    all the old-timers that grew up in NYAC where they built a

 21    town around the mine, they have nothing but good memories,

 22    you know.  The kids growing up there, you know, a school,

 23    everything, store.  I'd like to see -- if this thing goes

 24    forward, I'd like to see it go that way, instead of the

 25    shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off.  It's hard on
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  1    your family, you know.  That's all.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

  3                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I had my name for

  4    a comment on there.  Annie Lou Williams from Kalskag.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  I missed it, but please go

  6    ahead.  Go ahead.  I somehow missed it.  I'm sorry.

  7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I was asked to

  8    comment on the jobs for our young men and women, and

  9    especially the ones that are coming out of high school.

 10    But the other concern that they had were the ones that

 11    were from the ages of 19 and on up that need training and

 12    need to go to school and get educated in the fields that

 13    will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin.  One

 14    of the things that he said was would Aniak be a

 15    possibility place where we can have people coming and

 16    training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy

 17    equipment and the welders and all these other things that

 18    need to be accomplished by our young men and women in the

 19    coming future.

 20              What I saw earlier was 27 years.  Just think how

 21    many men and women and young adults can get an education,

 22    get training and get into those positions.  Because when

 23    you go to a village right now, you look at an application,

 24    and most of the time they just say graduated from high

 25    school.  I'm a laborer or just menial jobs.  And then all
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  1    the other high-paid position jobs are from out of our

  2    villages.  I would like to see that turn around where it

  3    would show that the young men and women from the villages

  4    are getting the jobs because what I heard was over 5,000

  5    jobs or more.

  6              So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be

  7    enough people on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, and they

  8    would have to go outside in order to get qualified workers

  9    up at Donlin.  If it's true or not, I have no idea.  But

 10    it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools with

 11    our communities up and down the Kuskokwim and getting a

 12    lot of this training besides all this other information

 13    that we are getting.  Maybe Donlin can look into this.  I

 14    know they have done a tremendous job of having workers on

 15    and off at Donlin.  So let's look at our other young men

 16    and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting

 17    education to further enhancing their job skills instead of

 18    just the low-paying ones.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.

 20                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson.

 21    Teachers here do know that I get -- when I get a chance to

 22    talk to the students here about education, which is very,

 23    very important, and we have qualified teachers that do all

 24    of that.  But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later

 25    or something.  And that don't work out.  So in that
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  1    category, you know, if they would just go right on, they

  2    can figure out ways to get scholarships and everything,

  3    and go get your education because once you learn, nobody

  4    can take it away from you.  Like mine, electronics, I got

  5    it.  I got a degree in that, but I got so many other

  6    things I've done in my lifetime.

  7              And so I'd like to more and more come see the

  8    kids again, you know, because right now I have been

  9    lacking, but I will do it.  And grade school is where I go

 10    to, also, tell them stories and let them know what --

 11    education, how important it is.  Don't be lazy.  Do it.

 12    Thank you.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

 14                    MR. JON WARD:  I've heard they are going

 15    to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy

 16    equipment training.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Any final comments?

 18                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I comment that I think

 19    of the years living here -- Taylor knows.  He used to live

 20    here -- actually, I've sat alongside of him fighting for

 21    subsistence rights for the Board of Game and everybody

 22    else that we do need some development out here, and mining

 23    is the best avenue.  That's a given.

 24              But I get just a little bit disillusioned when I

 25    hear flipping reports about developing this mine from the
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  1    big players.  I'd really love to see Barrick come out here

  2    and address this because they are the player.  They are

  3    the ones to get funding.  We do need it.  Mining is the

  4    best thing for this area.  There is nothing else that

  5    could even come close to bring in the development we need

  6    for the young people, plain and simple.  So we have to

  7    work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate

  8    and get the mine going.

  9              And we can still protect subsistence.  The State

 10    is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities.

 11    So I'm sure they can be accommodating if their management

 12    plan is developed properly, or a new one.

 13              And that's about all I've got to say.  I would

 14    like to see the major player come in and encourage us a

 15    little bit.

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Anybody

 17    else?

 18                    MR. DARYL MCKINDY:  Daryl McKindy.  Along

 19    with -- going with all the employment that would be going

 20    around also, out here in rural Alaska we got a lot of -- a

 21    lot of educated people with operating skills, electrical

 22    skills who are nonunion workers or not in a union.  And as

 23    soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be

 24    in a union to get work.  So I'd like to see all the --

 25    looking at other towns out here in rural Alaska, also.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any

  2    final comments?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And again,

  3    there is more information on our website,

  4    donlingoldeis.com, or you can feel free -- the contact

  5    information I gave earlier, feel free to contact me.

  6    Thanks again for coming.

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I wonder if I could take a

  8    quick second and also thanks a lot for the folks who have

  9    come tonight.  Many of you knew my family when we were

 10    here with young kids and so on, and you all have been

 11    friends and folks who have held us up through some

 12    difficult times.  It's wonderful to come back.  This is an

 13    important project.  It's very important to come and offer

 14    the comments.

 15              And peek over our shoulders.  Make sure we are

 16    doing a good job on this technical report.  I look forward

 17    to coming back to talk with you some more.  There were a

 18    lot of good issues, a lot of very helpful suggestions.

 19    The fact sheet idea is one I want to go to work on.

 20              I think it's been an enormously successful

 21    evening together.  I know meetings wear on folks.  So

 22    thank you very much for putting your effort together with

 23    us tonight.  This has been really valuable.

 24               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m.)
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