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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Annie Lou, could we invite
 3    you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good
 4    frame of mind for tonight?
 5              (Invocation offered by Annie Lou Williams.)
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening, and welcome to
 7    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
 8    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My
 9    name is Don Kuhle with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
10    and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  We also have a
11    number of cooperating agencies here who will participate
12    in the EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.
13    So I'll take a moment and ask them to introduce
14    themselves.
15                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  I want to say
16    thank you for coming out tonight.  My name is Douglas
17    Ballou.  I'm the assistant field manager with the
18    Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Management,
19    and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline
20    that will be covering about a third of federal land on its
21    way to Donlin.  So I'll be available after the meeting if
22    you want to interact, have any questions.  And again,
23    thanks for coming out.
24                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is
25    Mark Jen.  I'm with the United States Environmental
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 1    Protection Agency in the Anchorage office.  And we are a
 2    cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps
 3    of Engineers in developing an environmental impact
 4    statement and to analyze the environmental impacts
 5    associated with the Donlin Gold Project.  So we are here
 6    to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so
 7    that we can better evaluate those in the EIS document.
 8    Thanks.
 9                    MR. BRUNO:  Jeff Bruno with the State of
10    Alaska.  I've got a couple of people from the Department
11    of Natural Resources.  Jason with the pipeline office, he
12    can answer a lot of questions about the pipeline.  Sarah
13    Yoder with Health and Social Services, she's working with
14    the health impact assessment on this project.  And we are
15    here as a cooperating agency on the EIS and here to answer
16    any of your questions and hear the comments.  So please
17    ask us any questions you have.
18                    MR. KUHLE:  And our third-party
19    contractor.
20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm Taylor Brelsford, and
21    it's great to be back in Aniak after a lot of years.  I've
22    now taken -- I work with URS Corporation, and we are the
23    third-party contractor providing the technical backup to
24    the Army Corps in preparing this EIS.
25                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name's Moxie Alexie.  I
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 1    work with Taylor as part of the EIS team.  I work for URS
 2    Environmental.
 3                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  You want the tribes?
 4    Did you want the tribes?
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Sure.  I didn't
 6    realize we had -- yes.
 7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm Dave Cannon.  I'm
 8    the environmental director with Native Village of
 9    Napaimute, and we are a cooperating agency.
10                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm Lisa Feyereisen
11    and I'm with Chuathbaluk Traditional Council, and we are a
12    cooperating agency.
13                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I'm Mark.  Everybody
14    knows me, maybe.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  Ready?  Okay.  Okay.  We will
16    move into our program.  Feel free to ask any questions as
17    we go along.  If you do ask a question, though, please
18    identify yourself for the record so that our court
19    reporter can get your name correctly.  And also make sure
20    that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference
21    to make sure she gets the spelling right.
22              Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide
23    you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We
24    have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk
25    about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EIS
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 1    project milestones.  After that we want to provide a basic
 2    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
 3    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
 4    inviting your comments on the project.  And we encourage
 5    you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
 6              We are here tonight because Donlin Gold has
 7    proposed an open pit gold mine located ten miles north of
 8    Crooked Creek, which is a community on the Kuskokwim
 9    River.  And in order to comply with the National
10    Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers
11    is preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the potential
12    impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent
13    of the project, and the EIS will be used in making permit
14    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  Scoping
15    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
16              This map gives an orientation to the project
17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
19    It's a remote area with little development to date and no
20    existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing
21    transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is
22    concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine
23    would require all new infrastructure, including roads, a
24    pipeline.  All of that would be subject to permitting
25    before they could proceed.
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 1              This map gives an idea of the logistics and
 2    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
 3    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from the
 4    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in
 5    Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then
 6    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go
 7    to Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And fuel and
 8    supplies will be off-loaded at a new barge landing in
 9    Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in
10    natural gas for the mill.
11              So we are now going to turn to the EIS process,
12    and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
13    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
16    case, Donlin Gold has submitted permit applications under
17    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
18    Rivers and Harbors Act.  An issuance of these permits
19    would be a major federal action and would require an EIS
20    to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
21    project.
22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition -- yes.
25                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I have a question
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 1    on the sections there.  Do you have an act for a land
 2    management act?  Because it's going to be on the land,
 3    too, you know.
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  An act for the land
 5    management?
 6                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Isn't there
 7    something like for something affecting the land?  Like up
 8    on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting
 9    the land and the way of --
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there is a lot of
11    different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for
12    protecting lands and waters.
13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I just see the
14    water is on there.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  That's because the
16    reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers,
17    those are the two laws that we have jurisdiction under,
18    and that's what brought us into -- into the project and
19    why we are doing the EIS, why we are the lead agency.
20    Other agencies that are involved have their own
21    jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permits.  The
22    State, for example, and BLM will have to issue right of
23    way permits for the pipeline.  So there -- and under --
24    under NEPA and under our other project review procedures,
25    we consider, you know, impacts to other resources besides
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 1    water, you know.  You know, interests -- and it would
 2    include probably, you know, whatever land resources or
 3    values that you are thinking about.
 4                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  It would be like
 5    animals, plants and --
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  That will all be
 7    considered under the EIS.  I think I -- well, I've
 8    probably got just one more thing.  I think maybe I started
 9    saying this.  I'm not sure.  But in addition to complying
10    with NEPA, the Corps is also required to complete a public
11    interest review, and an analysis under section 404(b)(1)
12    of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the
13    least environmentally damaging practical alternative.  And
14    we will incorporate the information necessary for these
15    determinations in the EIS.
16              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
17    the regional organization will work together on the EIS,
18    and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EIS based
19    on their permitting responsibilities or special expertise.
20    As an example, the project would occur on BLM and on State
21    of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to
22    issue right-of-way permits for the use of those lands.
23    And the tribal governments and the regional organization
24    are participating to contribute specialized knowledge
25    about the local area resources and land use.
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 1              The Donlin Gold project will require a large
 2    number of federal permits and consultations, and this
 3    slide provides six examples.  I'll mention two of them and
 4    invite you to read the rest of them yourselves.  First,
 5    since the project would place fill in wetlands and other
 6    waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make
 7    section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not to
 8    authorize the fill.  And as another example, since a
 9    portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM
10    will need to evaluate the right-of-way application.  You
11    can find a more comprehensive list of all the required
12    permits in the Donlin Gold application on the project
13    website.
14              This slide shows there are also many permits
15    required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of
16    State government are noted here.  For example, over 60
17    percent of the pipeline would be installed on State land,
18    so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
19    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental
20    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
21    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game
22    has permitting responsibilities to protect habitat.
23              Some of you may be familiar already with the
24    steps in preparing an EIS, and the diagram at the right
25    side of our slide here shows six major steps that we will
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 1    be taking from now through November of 2015.  The Record
 2    of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was
 3    published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.
 4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Notice of Intent.  The
 5    Notice of Intent was in December of 2011.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  What did I say?
 7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You said Record of
 8    Decision.  We are going to wrap up early, man.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  The Notice
10    of Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal
11    Register on December 14th of last year.  And so we -- the
12    scoping process began with the Notice of Intent, and it
13    will go through March 29, 2013.  And part of that is this
14    meeting here tonight.  We have meetings and take comments.
15    You can provide comments here and you can also get
16    information and comments from our website and in
17    newsletters that go out.  Comments and information that we
18    receive will be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is
19    estimated to be finished by August 2014.  That's just an
20    estimate at this point.  It could change, but that's the
21    best estimate at this point.
22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have
23    another round of public hearings and a public review
24    period which will take comments on the draft.  Those will
25    be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 12


 1    be completed by October 2015.  And the Corps of Engineers
 2    and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their
 3    decisionmaking process and will prepare their own Records
 4    of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.
 5              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles.
 6    Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period
 7    and review of the draft EIS.  And those are the best
 8    opportunities for you to provide comments.  Any comments
 9    that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the
10    draft EIS.
11              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
12    information and to listen to residents in the affected
13    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  First
14    is to share information about the proposed project.  And
15    we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation.  You
16    can also find information, as I said, on the website and
17    in the newsletters.
18              The second purpose is to provide information
19    about EIS milestones, and that's what we showed in the
20    previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EIS
21    process.  The next two are to identify issues and concerns
22    to examine in the EIS and to identify useful information
23    from communities.  And we are counting on you to help us
24    with these last two.  We would like to know what you would
25    like to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any
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 1    information that we can use to make informed decisions.
 2              Here is the schedule for scoping meetings.  We
 3    are in the first round here where we are starting with
 4    villages closest to the project.  The second week will be
 5    focused on the lower Kuskokwim River.  The third week we
 6    will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.
 7    And the final round includes the middle Yukon and the
 8    upper Kuskokwim River.
 9              This map is a bit busy, but the color scheme
10    represents how many subregions of the project there are in
11    the project area, and they help to show how the scoping
12    plan was developed.  For example, the orange dots show The
13    Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest the proposed
14    project.  This subregion that we are holding meetings in,
15    Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site
16    and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub.  For the
17    other subregions, meetings will similarly be held in the
18    subregional hubs.
19              We will stop here to see if anybody has any
20    questions to this point on the EIS process.
21                    MR. MARK MATTER:  You said this mostly
22    concerns the pipeline?  The Corps of Engineers, you are
23    just looking at the pipeline on the EIS?
24                    MR. KUHLE:  No, no.  We are looking at the
25    entire project.  Pipeline is one part of it.
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 1                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I guess my question
 2    would be for DNR.  Are they relooking at the Kuskokwim
 3    Area Management Plan on this study or not?  Because we
 4    have a Kuskokwim Area Management Plan, and I just wonder
 5    how that's being addressed in this process.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  So you are asking if the
 7    State --
 8                    MR. MARK MATTER:  DNR is --
 9                    MR. BRUNO:  They are looking at it.  It's
10    in their queue.  I think it's the next one that they are
11    supposed to be taking a look at.  No guarantees on this,
12    but I think this is going to push it to a priority for
13    them is what I have been told.  And that's the RADS
14    department is the name of them.  They are the ones that
15    run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going
16    to push up their priorities.
17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  How long does something
18    like that take?
19                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It takes three to four
20    years roughly for an area plan from its beginning to its
21    completion.
22                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I understand that you
23    haven't started yet.  It would have to be started in order
24    for the State to issue permits and stuff.
25                    MR. BRUNO:  They would not start that to
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 1    issue the permits.
 2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  Are they two
 3    independent processes or are they overlapping?
 4                    MR. BRUNO:  They are two independent
 5    processes.
 6                    MR. JASON WALSH:  The State doesn't need
 7    the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that
 8    plan stands until such time that the new area plan has
 9    been adopted.  So any permitting that's going to be issued
10    will use the old plan as guidance.
11                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  When was that plan done
12    though, the existing plan?
13                    MR. JASON WALSH:  I don't know.
14                    MR. BRUNO:  I can find that out for you.
15                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It's on their website,
16    and I'm sure -- I would guess it's in the mid '80s.  But
17    it is on their website.
18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question is:  What
19    kind of land management plans would govern decisions for
20    the entire project?  And the Kuskokwim Area Plan is one
21    very good example, but there are several other management
22    plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for example, that
23    would also -- State land management plans, and then the
24    BLM has a land management plan.  And in each case the
25    permit decisions would have to act in concert with the
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 1    land management plans.
 2              So in some of the permit application materials
 3    from Donlin, there is actually a fairly detailed listing
 4    of what the land management plans are that would affect
 5    permit decisions for the pipeline and the mine site and
 6    then down on the transportation corridor to Jungjuk.
 7              So land use planning is one layer of background
 8    information that has to be considered in the permit
 9    decisions.
10                    MR. MARK MATTER:  It's just my hope that
11    they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on
12    looking to say it's a violation of our existing management
13    plan and postpone it another couple years or something
14    along those lines.  In other words, get the lead out and
15    not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it
16    violates the plan or not, I guess.
17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good discussion.  Thank
18    you.  Other questions about the EIS?
19                    MR. JON WARD:  Jon Ward from Aniak.  I
20    have lived here many, many years.  Where is Jungjuk?
21                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe there is
22    anything there right now.  It's -- you would -- you could
23    look at the map here.  There would be a 30-mile road
24    constructed from Jungjuk to the mine site.  It's downriver
25    from Crooked Creek.  I don't know exactly how many river
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 1    miles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek.  And it
 2    would require a 30-mile road from there to the mine site.
 3                    MR. JON WARD:  The old government cabin,
 4    they call it?
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure what's there.
 6                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It's up around the bend
 7    from Oskawalik.
 8                    MR. RAY PETERSON:  I think it's the area
 9    below -- around Canoe Village area over, right?  This side
10    of Horn Mountain.
11                    MR. BRIAN KUHLE:  Brian Stephanoff from
12    Russian Mission.  I've got a question about the EIS
13    process.  It seems when I looked at the map that it
14    crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim.  I
15    counted five.  And I was wondering if salmon habitat has
16    also been pulled into question within this EIS.
17    Furthermore, crossing over salmon streams and going back
18    to indigenous knowledge, indigenous land use, will these
19    rights-of-way on the roads affect or limit the traditional
20    and customary uses over these landscapes and waterways or
21    that will hinder the -- a family's ability within these
22    nearby communities to go and freely harvest their foods,
23    these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?
24                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess your first
25    question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the salmon
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 1    fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.
 2    And traditional and customary uses will be also considered
 3    in the EIS.  If you have any specific information
 4    regarding a specific salmon run or a fishery or your own
 5    personal use, I would encourage you to submit those
 6    comments to us, you know, either on our website or we will
 7    tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the
 8    number of ways you can submit your comments.  But you
 9    know, we would like to know about any information you have
10    in those regards.
11                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Russian Mission is
12    on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed.  And looking
13    at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and
14    Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up
15    the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many
16    people living along the lower Yukon.  Salmon habitat is
17    also a very important and critical issue.  I believe that
18    some of -- some of the five species of salmon here to date
19    have been on the affected list.  I'm not sure if they are
20    a threatened species or impacted species, but --
21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I can assure you we
22    are not going to limit our evaluation to one side of the
23    divide.  We are not going to limit it to the Kuskokwim
24    drainage.  We will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.
25                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  One last comment.
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 1    When digging for any kind of soil and you run into a
 2    burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural
 3    patrimony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian
 4    Mission and Aniak have these longstanding ties that
 5    predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of
 6    10,000 years.  So it would be nice if -- if any kind of --
 7    if these types of questions also be included in the EIS
 8    because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for
 9    example, a spear point or run into human remains, it would
10    be best to include these villagers that are tied in
11    ancestrally to these grounds.
12                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess I can say that,
13    you know, when we issue permits, that we include
14    conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources,
15    that they stop to allow them to be evaluated, that they
16    notify us.  I guess I'm not sure if I followed your entire
17    question.  Are you also asking that local villages be
18    notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that
19    those exist?
20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  This free and
21    informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a
22    human remain, if there is a possibility.  That's all I was
23    commenting on.
24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, I think it's
25    helpful to mention that cultural resources are one of the
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 1    technical study areas prior to the permitting.  So there
 2    is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a
 3    comprehensive study of cultural resources along the
 4    project area.  That then becomes a section in the EIS, and
 5    it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to
 6    those cultural resources.  And then finally there are
 7    protective measures or mitigation measures, and these can
 8    even be permit conditions, like Don was just saying, where
 9    there is a protocol for the proper handling of any
10    discovered cultural resources, unanticipated discoveries.
11    And those do often include consultation with local
12    communities.  There is actually separate legislation and
13    consultation requirements regarding cultural resources.
14              So I think you are raising a good point.  And
15    the answer is that this is a topic well within the EIS.
16                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Thank you.
17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Question on if anybody
18    wants to delve into the baseline information, the streams
19    that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or
20    wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?
21                    MR. KUHLE:  Have you been on our website
22    yet?
23                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I have, yeah.
24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think the answer to
25    that is at the current time the baseline studies report,
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 1    the environmental evaluation document is not quite
 2    complete.  So the EIS team is working with parts of that
 3    report.  Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating
 4    agencies.  And this is a description of the baseline
 5    studies, baseline conditions.  Then there is another
 6    chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential
 7    impacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin
 8    Gold, with the applicant.
 9              My understanding is once that complete report is
10    available, we would post it on the website.  That would
11    become a publicly available document.  So when it's
12    completed -- and that's not a long time from now -- when
13    the complete document is available, it is to be posted on
14    the website.
15                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  This is Ryan Maroney.
16    Would the actual data be posted, as well, or only the
17    report and analysis of the data?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  I think -- I'm not sure
19    exactly which data you are interested in, but I believe
20    that, you know, the wetlands data was, like, seven
21    gigabytes of data, and I think we decided that if anybody
22    wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to
23    get it to them.  As far as other data, I guess --
24                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My question was
25    specifically all of it because during the time of
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 1    collection requests were made to Donlin to share that
 2    information, and they said they would share it at the time
 3    that they filed the permit.  So I was just curious if that
 4    would be shared via the Corps or separately.
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  Our intent is to make data
 6    available.  If it's not on the website yet, we will try to
 7    get it on there.  If it's too much -- like I said, seven
 8    gigabytes of data.  But if you wanted to review that, we
 9    would find a way to make it available to you.
10                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a detail
11    question we need to be a little careful and do this
12    step-wise.  Don is first referring to the wetlands permit
13    application, and it has quite extensive data on the
14    wetlands.  That is a public document.  And we haven't
15    posted it on the website because of the size, but we
16    invite special requests.  And we are able to transmit the
17    permit applications.
18              When a company goes to the government and says
19    we want to build something, do something, that permit and
20    all of its data in the permit is a public document.  Now,
21    the technical studies underlying the environmental
22    evaluation report, I don't actually know the current
23    status of whether all those technical studies are slated
24    for release or not.  But I think what's helpful tonight is
25    to take it as a scoping comment and for us to evaluate and
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 1    explore whether all of the technical studies, the
 2    environmental baseline studies could be released and what
 3    the mechanism for that might be.
 4              But I don't want us to get out -- I don't want
 5    to answer a question that we don't really know the answer
 6    to.  So let's treat it as a request as a question that
 7    would be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and
 8    the EIS leadership.
 9              I think you have got another question.
10                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  I'd
11    like to second that in terms of every piece of baseline
12    data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access format
13    on-line for people because one problem is that certain
14    documents are sometimes available, but certain ones are
15    very difficult to come by.  And I know seven gigabytes is
16    a lot, but it can be broken down.  If there is a will,
17    there is a way to do that.  And so I'd like to make that a
18    scoping comment, as well, that every piece of information
19    that's available to any agency personnel internally should
20    also be available to anybody else.
21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Duly noted.
22                    MR. KUHLE:  I'll take that under
23    consideration.  Any other questions?
24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Maybe we are ready to move
25    on.  The next section is going to be the project and its
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 1    components.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move now to a
 3    summary of the mining project proposed by Donlin Gold.
 4    Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two large
 5    international mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.
 6    And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands owned by
 7    two Alaska Native corporations.  The Calista Corporation
 8    is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is
 9    the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a very large
10    project.  They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of
11    gold per year for a time frame of 27 and a half years of
12    production.  And they will be processing 59,000 tons of
13    ore each day.
14              We have already noted that Donlin Gold would be
15    located in a remote part of the state stretching from Cook
16    Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home to some
17    66 communities that might be affected by the project.  In
18    many communities the project might affect lands and
19    resources that are used for subsistence and other
20    livelihood activities.  This project will face an
21    extensive set of legal requirements, including many
22    permits and many agencies involved.
23              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a
24    time line from exploration through closure.  Donlin has
25    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
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 1    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
 2    applications, and we are now starting the three-year
 3    permitting period, the first step of which is the scoping
 4    meetings.  That's why we are here tonight for a scoping
 5    meeting.
 6              At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
 7    agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If
 8    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
 9    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
10    and a half years of operations.
11              At the conclusion of the active life of the
12    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
13    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
14    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
15    treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility
16    and the waste rock storage facilities.  The lands would be
17    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.
18              I'll turn to the major components of the
19    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
20    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
21    Trans-Alaska Pipeline system.  It would be a cold pipe.
22    It would not generate heat and would not damage the
23    permafrost.
24              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
25    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
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 1    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
 2    center photo on the top of the slide.  This technique
 3    would be used among the other crossings to be used to
 4    cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.
 5              The image of a block valve on the right side of
 6    the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not
 7    be fenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to
 8    subsistence uses areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed
 9    every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring
10    and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process
11    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The
12    design would allow access, but after construction, no
13    improved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water
14    crossings.
15              This slide shows the pipeline would start at
16    Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
17    along the foothills of the Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim
18    River Valley, continue west to the mine site at Crooked
19    Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State
20    lands, 34 percent BLM lands, ten percent Native
21    corporation land.
22              If you would note the blue segments where an
23    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge
24    and the Alaska Range.  This would separate from the
25    original proposal at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary
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 1    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
 2    notified the Corps that this alternative is under
 3    consideration, and they will be examining it during
 4    geotechnical investigations this coming summer.
 5              This slide shows the project components at the
 6    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of those.
 7    Number one on the slide is the open pit which would
 8    eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long,
 9    one mile wide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the
10    mine life.
11              Number two is the tailings impoundment,
12    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.
13    It would cover about 2,350 acres.  That would be about
14    three and a half square miles.  And the tailings are the
15    powder-like material that's left after the gold has been
16    removed in the mill.
17              Number three is the waste rock facility, which
18    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the
19    rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.
20              These major facilities support the mill and
21    would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.
22              This is an overview of the major transportation
23    infrastructure.  The project would require new or expanded
24    port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to
25    river barges.  The barges would proceed up the Kuskokwim
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 1    River to a new barge landing that would be constructed at
 2    Jungjuk, and from there they would be taken by -- there
 3    would be a new 30-mile road to the mine site.  Also at the
 4    mine site would be, or near the mine site, a new
 5    5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mine site would be a
 6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.
 7              This is the proposed barge landing at Jungjuk.
 8    And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank
 9    and about 1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total
10    of 26 acres.
11                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre.
12    How much barge traffic would be expected?
13                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm going to get to that here
14    in just a --
15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question.  Here comes
16    the answer.
17                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  The Donlin Gold project
18    would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim River to
19    transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to
20    power the large mining equipment and trucks at the mine.
21    And the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  There would
22    be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be
23    about three barge tow passings per day.  It would be most
24    likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any
25    given day.  There would be four barges per tow.  It would
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 1    be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58
 2    fuel barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550
 3    tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons
 4    each.  And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and
 5    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same during
 6    both the construction and the operations periods.
 7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  So just about anywhere
 8    you are on the river there is a chance you will see three
 9    barges a day whether you are --
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Three barge tows.  Each tow
11    would have four barges, yes.
12                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  At any given point on
13    the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average
14    you would see three, two up, one down and vice versa?
15                    MR. KUHLE:  That's my understanding, yes.
16                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  How are they
17    analyzing the impacts of that traffic on the -- I mean, is
18    there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they
19    analyzing the impact of that on the river, the silt, the
20    fish, et cetera, et cetera?
21                    MR. KUHLE:  I think a good part of that
22    will be based on comments that are -- that we receive on
23    the concerns that are out there, and --
24                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  There is no --
25                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know offhand.  I
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 1    expect maybe Taylor probably knows better than I do what's
 2    been done so far.
 3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Only because I'm five
 4    pages ahead in the study plans than Don is.  But there is
 5    actually an analysis.  This could be broken into several
 6    components.  The physical component which would look at
 7    hydrology, erosion and sedimentation effects of barge
 8    traffic.  So there is a baseline study having to do with
 9    erosion and sedimentation in the Kuskokwim River.  Then
10    the biological component would be the potential for
11    impacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to
12    wildlife.  And I don't remember a baseline.  I don't know
13    the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be
14    analyzed in the EIS.  And then the third category would be
15    displacement of existing uses.  So river travel,
16    commercial fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would
17    be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic
18    would have.
19              So there is some base -- it would be good to say
20    some of the baseline data has been examined and it forms
21    the foundation for this analysis and estimate of impacts
22    that will come in the draft EIS.
23                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  So where in the
24    thousands and thousands and thousands of pages is that
25    analysis found?  In Chapter 3?
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 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm trying to remember
 2    where I read this and when.  So the environmental
 3    evaluation document baseline conditions does have a
 4    section with some diagrams and maps of the erosion and
 5    sedimentation dynamics in the Kuskokwim River.  They also
 6    in the biological section have a set of observations about
 7    birds and some other wildlife under baseline conditions in
 8    the Kuskokwim River occurrence, frequency, distribution as
 9    it is now.  And that would then be the basis for the
10    future, the estimate of change.
11                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I guess I don't know
12    if I'm articulating myself.  My question is:  Did they do
13    a baseline study by following a barge up the river and see
14    what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do
15    they just do a study that these are how many birds we have
16    at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?
17    How did they analyze the impact of the barge?
18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I haven't seen the
19    effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects
20    document.  I was only responding to the question about
21    what kind of baseline material was there.  We have got
22    some follow-up questions, so I want to be courteous in
23    this.  George had his hand up in a second and then we can
24    come back to you, Mark, if that's okay.  And Lisa, are we
25    good for a second?  We may have to come back to this in
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 1    additional discussion?
 2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm just wondering
 3    if you could point out where I could find it.
 4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You have Chapter 3 as a
 5    cooperating agency, the environmental effects document in
 6    Chapter 3.  So it's going to be towards the front of it in
 7    the section on the physical environment for erosion and
 8    sedimentation, some of the river hydrology baseline
 9    material.
10              George, go ahead.
11                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan from
12    Kalskag.  We have three or four barge lines in the river
13    already.  My concern is, where do they dump their water
14    and sewer in the barges?  Right now they just dump them
15    into the river.  Is this going to be a policy here where
16    you don't dump into the river, have septic tanks or you
17    can go to villages and dump your water and sewer.  Don't
18    dump it into the river.  That's my concern.
19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good comment.  I think
20    Mark was next.
21                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary, Napaimute.
22    Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the
23    Crowley barge on a few trips collecting information.
24    That's how they built some of the planning.  That's what
25    little bit I know.
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 1                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou
 2    Williams from Kalskag.  Correct me if I'm hearing wrong,
 3    but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you
 4    will be seeing them wherever you are?
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you wouldn't -- you
 6    couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.
 7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean if I
 8    was in Bethel or if I was in Aniak or even in Kalskag I
 9    would see three a day come by no matter where I was?
10                    MR. KUHLE:  If you sat on the bank for 24
11    hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either
12    up or down.
13                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  And then three
14    more coming down the next day?
15                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  It might be two up and
16    one down or one up and two down most likely, I suppose.
17    That would be the most likely scenario.
18                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Annie asked you if the
19    next day you would see the three again.  Every day three
20    would go by.
21                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you know, that's -- I
22    think if you add up the total estimated amount, they have
23    allowed some for logistics and, you know, it probably
24    won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you
25    know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational
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 1    plan is, as I understand it, would allow -- that would be
 2    the most likely scenario.
 3                    MR. MARK LEARY:  One thing they learned --
 4    and I'd like to hear more about it -- is there are some
 5    spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow.  They
 6    have to stop, break two off, push two through, come back,
 7    get the other two.
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess I'm not aware
 9    of that.  I would ask that you make a comment to that, you
10    know, submit that comment to us one way or another,
11    either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the
12    website or e-mail it to me so that we can be sure to get
13    that into the record.
14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me respond to this,
15    and then we will continue the questions.  There is
16    actually a transportation plan that is mentioned in one of
17    the permit documents.  It was not completed as of the end
18    of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details.  What
19    we are providing here is really a pretty rough estimate,
20    but I do know that a more detailed plan for the
21    transportation process is under preparation.  And when
22    that's available, it would be posted on the website the
23    same as the other permit application documents.  So I
24    think there is still a lot to learn about the details of
25    the barging process.
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 1              Many of the comments tonight belong in the
 2    record as scoping questions that need to be examined.  We
 3    need to look more deeply into this and have much more
 4    information about it by the time we get to the EIS.
 5              So there was -- I think Jacques was in line for
 6    a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then
 7    Raymond Peterson.
 8                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Are you guys going
 9    to compare other rivers that have experienced large growth
10    like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Other rivers that have --
12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Well, since we
13    haven't seen this growth before, maybe there is other
14    rivers in Alaska or throughout the country that have
15    experienced barge growth, I guess, that you might be able
16    to compare to.
17                    MR. KUHLE:  I mean, I'm not aware -- I
18    haven't seen all the studies on that so far.
19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Again, we are at an early
20    stage.  We are gathering input to guide the EIS, so I
21    think it's a very helpful question as a scoping comment.
22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm sure we are not
23    the first river to see a growth in traffic.
24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And you are suggesting
25    there ought to be a comparative analysis with other cases.
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 1    I think I can say generally that the subject matter
 2    specialists operate from their literatures, and those
 3    would be case studies and other comparable examples that
 4    would allow them to make a reasoned estimate for the
 5    impacts in this case.  So we will make note of your
 6    emphasis on comparative cases.  And then I think that's
 7    something that the subject matter folks are likely to do
 8    anyway, but this would be a way to emphasize the
 9    importance of it.
10              So then we had Mark, and then Raymond Peterson.
11    So Mark, go ahead.
12                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I would like the EIS to
13    address any future dredging that may be necessary in some
14    of the shallow water processes.  It would be good to have
15    that addressed ahead of time, the impacts that's going to
16    be and what's the extent of any dredging that might take
17    place.
18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Raymond, please.
19                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson, local
20    resident, former riverboat pilot.  So I know, you know,
21    you have got so much traffic going up and down, I never
22    hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you
23    know, because that's important before you do all your
24    trafficking.  And then the river changes so much.  And
25    every year water drops or water raises.  And that's when
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 1    you have to be real careful on what you do on your
 2    churning, you know, on the fish we have.  So be very
 3    careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you
 4    have your GPS.  We use the eye and know the river.  And
 5    now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge
 6    systems next.
 7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.
 8                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Allen Simeon from
 9    Aniak.  Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got
10    20 blockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross
11    how many rivers?  I'm wondering, are you going to be
12    having those before and/or after each river?  And how much
13    pressure is in that pipeline?  And do you have a storage
14    area to hold off anything else that you have to divert in
15    case there is a breakage?  Because this 300-and-some mile
16    of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure
17    in there if there is a breakage.
18                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know that their
19    position -- they're not positioned --
20                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  You're going to be
21    hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some
22    sort of a process.  Now, you are going to get gas over
23    there.  What if something happens to that gas?
24                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline -- one of our
25    cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and --
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 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Hazardous Materials --
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Hazardous Materials and Safety
 3    Administration.  And I'm sure that they will look at that
 4    in great detail.
 5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Another question is,
 6    you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things,
 7    and by rule they don't have to contain the whole amount
 8    that's stored there.  And over there at Crooked Creek
 9    there, if there is a rupture, that's a tremendous amount
10    of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked
11    Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of
12    Alaska.  I just want to bring that up.
13                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a good comment, and we
14    will make sure that that's examined.
15                    MR. MARK MATTER:  [inaudible] at SHAW last
16    spring doing some paperwork for our mining operation, and
17    they were told I guess through NovaGold, because they have
18    a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were
19    planning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before
20    they started bringing gas for their gas product.  Anybody
21    heard anything about that?
22                    MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard anything about
23    that.
24                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I mean, these are
25    federal agencies.  They told us that.
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 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we can say loud
 2    and clear that the application is for a natural gas
 3    pipeline, full stop.  There is nothing in the plan of
 4    development for the natural gas pipeline that talks about
 5    any other fuel resources being transported in it.  And we
 6    have said a number of times today that the -- this process
 7    is legally driven, that the permit application triggers an
 8    EIS.  The EIS is a comprehensive analysis.  Ultimately
 9    there are permit decisions, and if those decisions are
10    positive, there are detailed permit conditions.  I think
11    many of you are somewhat familiar with the details that go
12    with a right-of-way grant or other kind of permits.
13              So there is not going to be bait and switch on
14    something of that sort.  The application is binding.  The
15    legal decisions, the permit decisions are binding in that
16    respect.
17                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I had questions
18    about that pipeline, also.  You know, it's my
19    understanding natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and
20    they are --
21                    MR. KUHLE:  Pressurized, yes.
22                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, they are
23    high pressure.  I was working on the Slope working on the
24    pipeline and stuff.  When they rupture, they rupture
25    violently.  What kind of emergency response do we have for
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 1    an accident like that?
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it does have emergency
 3    valves.  And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the
 4    Pipeline Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration,
 5    and that's their bailiwick.  That's what they will be
 6    analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.
 7                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Would they be
 8    based out of Anchorage and be flying to these locations,
 9    or are there going to be roadways to them, or how would
10    they access it?
11                    MR. KUHLE:  How are they going to access
12    it if there is a accident?
13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, the pipeline
14    in general.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  I imagine they would -- in
16    their permits would establish procedures but, you know,
17    that would be up to them.  And it would be addressed in
18    the EIS.
19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the pipeline design is
20    to prevent a release, and then the protective measures in
21    the permit conditions define the drill -- there will be an
22    emergency response plan that outlines what materials are
23    staged, prestaged and how they would be mobilized, what
24    kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on
25    any spill response.  So we are sort of delving in -- I
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 1    think it's helpful to ask will the EIS address these
 2    things, and the answer is yes, these are standard elements
 3    of an EIS.  And your asking the question makes it all the
 4    more important that we address it really thoroughly in the
 5    EIS.
 6              So we are very early in this.  I hope folks were
 7    paying attention.  This is a three-year project before the
 8    EIS is completed.  After scoping in this next month, the
 9    technical teams go to work for over a year to put together
10    the draft EIS.  It comes out in late summer of 2014.  And
11    then you have another chance to look and see if the
12    questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough
13    review and provided good answers.  If they didn't, you get
14    another chance to say, wait a minute, I'm not satisfied
15    with that answer in the draft.  I want more attention on
16    this and that, and that becomes the basis for the final
17    EIS in the last year.
18                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  This 314-mile pipeline,
19    no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are going
20    to lose your pressure coming between here and there.  And
21    what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the
22    rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be
23    people there to actually monitor that or what's going to
24    happen?
25                    MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is just --
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 1    there is one pressure compression station located towards
 2    the beginning closer to Cook Inlet.  I don't recall the
 3    exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.
 4    There is just one compression station.
 5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  That's going to be a
 6    tremendous amount of pressure in the very beginning before
 7    it can get all the way over there to reach the end.  And
 8    I've witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel line and what
 9    they have to do just to go six miles with fuel.  And I was
10    wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start
11    off with.
12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me suggest this on
13    one of the -- when we wrap up, we can pull up the plan of
14    development and look it up.  I'm not quick enough on that
15    detail to have it in my head, but I know how we can look
16    it up.  So we will do that together, Allen, before we
17    leave tonight.  I couldn't happen to remember there was
18    one compression station, and it's in about milepost 15 or
19    20.  It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.
20    And according to the design, that is sufficient to
21    power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the
22    range and out to the Kuskokwim Valley.
23                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And then the horizontal
24    drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the
25    Kuskokwim River and up on the other side, is that correct?
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 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Correct.
 2                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And who is going to do
 3    that?  I'm just wondering.
 4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's a very good question.
 5    All of the construction -- we are at the permitting stage.
 6    If the permits are issued, then Donlin would set out in
 7    the construction phase.  And I think, generally speaking,
 8    they select contractors to do this kind of work.  The
 9    pipeline plan of development actually has quite a bit of
10    detail about the phases, what would occur each year and
11    starting at two different ends.  So we could peek at some
12    of that.  We certainly don't know the names of contractors
13    that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done
14    generally by contractors.
15                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  The reason I ask that
16    is, I'm familiar with that.  I seen that at Alpine when
17    they went underneath the river.  And they had to run
18    portable generators just to keep the ground from thawing
19    out.  Now, I don't know what kind of problems we are going
20    to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running
21    the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any
22    kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially
23    going under rivers because the river erodes by itself
24    regardless every year.  And assisting it in any way I
25    think might create more problems.
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 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think damage to
 2    permafrost and the potential implications of horizontal
 3    directional drilling on river erosion, these are some
 4    scoping questions that Allen is raising for us.  Jacques
 5    and then Mark and then Ryan.
 6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Would Donlin be
 7    paying for the pipeline project or -- I'm not sure how
 8    that would work.
 9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I know you know the
10    answer.  We all know the answer to that.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  It's their pipeline.
12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'd just like to
13    make a request as part of the permitting process that
14    there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook
15    into the pipeline as part of the deal.  And that if the
16    State grants the permits, it seems like it would be a
17    tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to come
18    this close without having the option of us hooking into
19    it.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  For the purpose of the EIS, we
21    are not going to evaluate all that.  What's the term?
22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Common carrier.
23                    MR. KUHLE:  Common carrier is my
24    understanding.  Would be a common carrier and, you know, I
25    guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to
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 1    delve into details of that as part of the EIS.
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the regulatory status
 3    of this pipeline, when they use the term common carrier,
 4    it means that any party can ask to transport gas.  That
 5    pipeline does not belong to one party and that company --
 6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  They are just
 7    building it.
 8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  They build it, they
 9    install it.  They obviously have the primary use of it,
10    but a common carrier pipeline is available for other
11    parties.  So the Middle Kuskokwim Electric Co-op, some
12    other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes
13    of power generation in the Kuskokwim Valley.
14              As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into
15    a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer
16    to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that
17    pipeline would be a common carrier.
18              I forgot who was next.  I think Mark and then
19    Ryan.
20                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary.  I have some
21    good questions.  I've learned a little bit about it.  I
22    wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the
23    Kuskokwim.  And if I remember right I might be off a
24    little bit.  It's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to
25    be way below the bottom of the river.  It's going to be in
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 1    the bedrock.
 2              My question was back to barging.  At the meeting
 3    in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard
 4    declined to be a cooperating agency.  But if this goes
 5    forward, will we expect to see more permanent Coast Guard
 6    presence on the river?
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Because of the additional
 8    barge traffic?
 9                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Yeah.
10                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be up to them, I
11    guess.  I'm not -- I can't speak for the Coast Guard.  I
12    don't know.  It's not -- I guess if you feel there is
13    hazards that they need to somehow monitor or control or
14    regulate, then I guess that's a comment I'd ask you to get
15    into the record here.
16                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It seems like we all
17    behave better when the cops are around.
18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's don't lose sight of
19    the fact, just because they don't step forward as a
20    cooperating agency and come every other week to a meeting,
21    they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation.
22    So Don I think said last night, and I really want to
23    underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a
24    responsibility in terms of navigational aids and
25    navigation in the navigable waterways.  And that doesn't
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 1    go away.  Later in the stage we expect them to get a lot
 2    more engaged in the EIS and in the permitting process to
 3    understand specific legal responsibilities that they might
 4    have.  Not so much now, but later on when we get to this
 5    navigation question, that is one where the Coast Guard has
 6    some legal obligations.
 7                    MR. MARK LEARY:  We can expect the route
 8    to be buoyed every year?
 9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know the extent,
10    the exact configuration of their involvement in it.  I
11    don't think we know that for now.
12                    MR. KUHLE:  You could certainly make --
13    you know, like I said, get your comments and questions
14    into the record, and as we look into these, we will work
15    with the Coast Guard and get their responses.  And those
16    could be included in the draft.
17                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My name is Ryan
18    Maroney, and I just had a question about the process.  If
19    the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is
20    this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally,
21    is that considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you
22    should bring that forward on the website or submit it, but
23    if people say it right now, is that considered on the
24    record, or are you just encouraging them to put more
25    detail into a second comment?
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  It's on the record, but I
 2    guess I'm just trying to be very thorough and ask people
 3    to, you know --
 4                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  I just wanted to make
 5    sure if they brought it up now that it was considered and
 6    if they didn't get to the web or submit it or write a
 7    letter later --
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  It will all be transcribed and
 9    all the issues that are raised in the meetings will be
10    addressed.
11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose this in a
12    minute.  We have got just one or two more slides on the
13    project description, and then we want to go to issues.  So
14    Mark, work with us.  We will take the question now, but
15    let's keep track of the -- we have some more things to
16    cover.
17                    MR. MARK MATTER:  So help me in the
18    process.  You said you are going to proceed with this EIS
19    on the understanding that there will be no access -- did I
20    hear that earlier -- of this corridor?  No public access.
21    Did I hear that earlier?
22                    MR. KUHLE:  No.
23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's the opposite.
24    I think what this slide showed is that the pipeline
25    corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the
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 1    compressor station, some of the safety valves are fenced
 2    in a ten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature
 3    is not fenced.  It is not a barrier to travel traditional
 4    uses across the landscape.  The last part of what Don said
 5    is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the
 6    purpose of building the pipeline.  It will be demobilized.
 7    All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area
 8    that's brushed every ten years.  And that's for the
 9    purposes of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for
10    monitoring.
11                    MR. MARK MATTER:  What about snowmachines?
12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Actually, it's a very
13    important point.  I think we do understand that on the
14    Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access from the west
15    side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an
16    important potential issue about security to some of the
17    facilities and displacement of uses.  And I don't think we
18    have all the answers on that yet.  I think there is still
19    a lot to learn about what public uses might turn out to be
20    on a cleared right-of-way of that sort.  But I think on
21    the Kuskokwim Valley side, starting with the questions
22    that our friend from Russian Mission raised, the key is
23    that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional land
24    uses on the Kuskokwim side of the range.
25                    MR. JASON WALSH:  Excuse me, Taylor.
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 1    There is a lot of questions about the pipeline.  And if
 2    after the meeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have
 3    questions about the State's authority and how we will
 4    issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that
 5    right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State land and
 6    what that means, common carrier access or otherwise, you
 7    can come talk to me.  I'll be happy to answer your
 8    questions so we can not bog it down here.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  Other infrastructure includes
10    a construction camp.  It would have 2,500 beds which would
11    support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.
12    This includes some smaller remote camps for the pipeline
13    construction, as well.  The permanent camp would have 600
14    beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees
15    working shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
16    workforce would be on site at any given time.
17              So we are back to questions on the project
18    description.  Or should we move on and wrap it up?  I
19    guess we will keep going.
20              So we mentioned earlier the purpose of the
21    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One
22    major issue is -- I'm sorry.  One major area is water
23    resources.  Streams and other surface waters would be
24    diverted away from and around the mining activities in
25    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
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 1    Ground water would be consumed as part of the mining
 2    process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streams.
 3    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
 4    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
 5    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
 6    could generate acid or leach metals.  So, waste rock,
 7    tailings and other runoff would have to be carefully
 8    managed to avoid contaminating the waters outside of the
 9    mine site.
10              Air quality is also important, and this slide
11    shows some examples of issues that we expect.  There would
12    be several sources of emissions, including a large number
13    of large mining vehicles, 227-megawatt power plant, dust
14    generated by removing and processing the overburden, waste
15    rock and the ore.
16              Climate change is a growing concern and will
17    need to be considered as large amounts of hydrocarbons
18    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several
19    areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury
20    could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury
21    stack emissions could occur during the milling process,
22    and any mercury co-product would require careful storage
23    and transport.
24              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
25    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 52


 1    response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.
 2              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
 3    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
 4    subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed
 5    project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this
 6    10,000 would be at the mine site and related
 7    infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline.  These areas would
 8    be impacted by excavating, filling, vegetation removal and
 9    other disturbances.  And 6,900 of these acres would be
10    wetlands.  There would be habitat loss or reduced habitat
11    values for fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by
12    the project and as well as habitat loss that could also be
13    direct disturbance of individual animals.  We have talked
14    quite a bit about barge traffic so far.  And subsistence
15    and traditional land uses would also be affected by the
16    loss of land through development.
17              Here are some more examples of issues and
18    concerns.  These are focused on the communities, cultural
19    resources and recreation.  Community life would be
20    affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and
21    1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new employment
22    and income brought into the area, but also many effects on
23    community and human health.  Cultural resources, both
24    archeological and historic, that exist in the area might
25    be disturbed or destroyed.  And recreation and visual
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 1    resources might also be affected by new structures and
 2    mining operations.  For all these issues, we would look at
 3    avoiding them -- avoiding the impacts as best we could and
 4    minimizing them as well as we can.  And if we can't avoid
 5    them or minimize, we will try to mitigate for them.
 6              So to conclude, we know that this proposed
 7    project and the lands and resources are important to you.
 8    And we would like to emphasize that there are several ways
 9    it get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the
10    most important thing by being here tonight for the scoping
11    meeting.  We would also invite you to go to our website at
12    donlingoldeis.com for more information or to submit
13    comments.  Or you can contact me directly.  753-2780 is my
14    direct phone line, and my e-mail address is there as well.
15    For tribal matters you can contact our tribal liaison for
16    the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer.  And her direct
17    phone number and e-mail are there, as well.
18              We have had two tribal teleconferences so far
19    that discussed cooperating agency status and
20    government-to-government consultations.  We had those on
21    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have
22    others.  Tribal governments, as we have mentioned already,
23    have the opportunity to enter into
24    government-to-government consultation, as well as
25    requesting cooperating agency status.
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 1              So that's the end of the formal presentation.
 2    If there is any remaining questions, we will answer those
 3    and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody
 4    would like to provide comments for the record, we can do
 5    that then.  If you do have any written comments, if you
 6    make -- if you provide testimony and have written
 7    comments, we ask that you leave a copy for our recorder so
 8    that she can more easily get all the details.
 9                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou
10    Williams from Kalskag.  I have a question.  You were going
11    through this, and I thought about air quality.  Are they
12    going to test the air now as it is, and then during the
13    process will they be monitoring it?  Because not only are
14    they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries,
15    your fish and all the plants and everything.  Sometimes
16    when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago,
17    we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries
18    wouldn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know
19    what was causing it.  My concern would be the effects of
20    the barge traveling and with the smoke and all this other
21    stuff that would be going on.  Would that also be
22    monitored?
23                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  There has been extensive
24    air quality monitoring that's been done so far, and that
25    will continue throughout the -- throughout the
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 1    construction and the operation of the mine.
 2                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean from
 3    the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling
 4    once they start --
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  Will they do air quality
 6    monitoring all the way up and down the river?
 7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Yes.
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess at this point I'd just
 9    have to take that as a comment.  I'm not aware of that.
10    It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the
11    mine site, air quality monitoring?
12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question of monitoring
13    in real time is a good scoping comment.  I know the
14    technical specialists that will address the air quality,
15    they have signatures for different kinds of transportation
16    vehicles, the emissions signature, and they will estimate
17    the emissions of the barges based on the loads on the
18    engines and so on.  That much they can do as a technical
19    analysis.  But I think your question went to monitoring in
20    real time in the operational life of the project, and
21    that's a good comment that we will take into account.
22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre,
23    Aniak.  I was wondering if there is going to be any
24    monitoring of precipitation.
25                    MR. KUHLE:  They have weather stations at
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 1    the mine site.  Oh, you mean for water quality?
 2                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  When evaporation
 3    occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of
 4    the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on
 5    all our blueberries and everything.  Is there a chance of
 6    spreading chemicals to different parts of the region?
 7                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Like acid rain
 8    or something.
 9                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Yeah.  Because I
10    know you talked about mercury emissions and -- does that
11    get into our atmosphere to come down at another spot?
12                    MR. KUHLE:  I expect that that will be
13    looked at, yes.
14                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I didn't see
15    anything about precipitation in there.
16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think what they do on
17    air quality and emissions is called fate and transport,
18    what becomes of emissions, where are they -- how are they
19    transported, where are they deposited.  So it's not my
20    area of technical expertise, but I've read that kind of
21    discussion in an EIS.  It's not enough to just say it goes
22    out the stack.  They are concerned about where it lands
23    and therefore the impacts on --
24                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm talking about
25    evaporation from the pool there and there's the
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 1    acid-forming rock.  Does that acid get into the atmosphere
 2    and come down in other places?
 3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question for
 4    analysis.
 5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  The only thing I do know
 6    about that is they had an air quality station here in
 7    Aniak that they were monitoring for mercury deposition,
 8    and I know they aren't doing that anymore, but they did at
 9    least do that for probably a two-year period.
10                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Brian Stephanoff,
11    Russian Mission.  I got a comment.  How much -- how
12    much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work
13    coincide with each other between like the State and
14    federal agencies, such as environmental working together
15    with scientific knowledge with indigenous knowledge to
16    make this -- these comment periods a lot more meaningful?
17                    MR. KUHLE:  The interaction between the
18    State and the federal --
19                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Interdisciplinary
20    where you have many departments work together to address
21    and analyze current problems.  As a scholar, I got my
22    master's degree and I've listened to many accounts
23    throughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their
24    conflicts with mineral development and the South Americans
25    and their indigenous groups and some of their conflicts
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 1    with many types of mineral development, too.  And one
 2    thing they have always noticed and it's very common in
 3    these parts of these United States is the lack of
 4    interdisciplinary work.  It's hard to get one department
 5    with another to -- especially when trying to find out
 6    about contaminants in Native foods.  That's just an
 7    example.
 8              I was just giving that introductory piece
 9    because going back to the tailings of the two-mile long
10    and whatever depth that is, that's a large bowl of mercury
11    and other mineral wastes that would be set aside.  And the
12    half life of -- or the life expectancy of such chemicals
13    to degrade and not be harmful -- as harmful to the
14    environment is just so astronomically -- it seems very
15    awful to imagine all of the thousands upon thousands of
16    gallons of mercury and cyanide and whatever other
17    contaminants are going to be building up inside these
18    basins near Crooked Creek that might eventually tear apart
19    because there is always some type of environmental
20    disaster of some sort.  Something is always going to go
21    wrong.
22              Just for the natural environment to consume
23    parts of those chemicals and let it erode down to a
24    certain point where it gets lesser of a form of -- or
25    degree of contaminant, it should also include all the
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 1    animals and all the human beings that live around there
 2    because they are -- the future generations that live
 3    around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the
 4    seven generations will have harm from many of these
 5    contaminants if such a catastrophe was to happen, leaking
 6    whatever is inside the tailings ponds.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  If I understand what you are
 8    asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and
 9    different disciplines working together, that's the purpose
10    for cooperating agencies.  We have, you know, the -- we
11    invited all the federal agencies that we thought could
12    provide expertise to be cooperating agencies.  We have
13    both federal and State agencies.  And we have invited
14    tribes to provide, you know, local knowledge.  The third
15    party contractor, Taylor's team, you know, they have --
16    they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that
17    will be looking at it.  So you know, that's the way that I
18    believe we will address your concern, as I understood it.
19    Yes.
20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to
21    further conclude that there is many permanent residents
22    that live inside these villages along the Kuskokwim and
23    Yukon, and many of them intend to stay permanent.  And the
24    gold mine would be -- or those that mine the gold are just
25    part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and just
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 1    leave while the waste and all the contaminants and the
 2    aftermath of such destruction will further erode and
 3    degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide
 4    to stay behind.
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  Fine.  Thank you for that.
 6    I'll take that as a comment for the record.  Yes.
 7                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  We are
 8    going to put this in writing later, too, but at this time
 9    for the -- as a scoping comment, I'd like to suggest that
10    some of these key areas of concern be addressed with
11    simple fact sheets from whether it's URS or the Corps of
12    Engineers.  I think one of the problems that people always
13    run into is that they feel they have to review literally
14    two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get
15    relatively basic questions answered.  So I'd like to
16    suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water
17    treatment, in particular, as it relates to acid drainage,
18    mercury, both in water and as air emissions, the risks of
19    those be distributed to all stakeholders in simple fact
20    sheets, and then also a lot of the things that other
21    people have brought up such as the impacts of erosion from
22    barge transport and the concern with the window during
23    fishing season where it sounds like there is going to be
24    real conflict there.
25              So I think all these things need to have fact
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 1    sheets that are simple that are just a couple pages long
 2    that are distributed.  A good start would be to everybody
 3    who signed in at every scoping meeting so that every
 4    effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets
 5    that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue
 6    that's often overlooked.
 7              And people last night in Bethel were asking
 8    about this.  How long will water need to be treated at the
 9    mine site after the mine is closed?  And a lot of times
10    the answer can be thousands of years after closure.  And I
11    think people really have to understand the long-term
12    impacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do.  In
13    this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at
14    this point because we don't have good access to prediction
15    data at this part of the process, so we are always told to
16    just wait because it's a process; but sometimes if you
17    wait too long you miss your window to actually affect the
18    process.
19              So I think it's really important that people --
20    a lot of the environmental chemists are saying that the
21    two biggest issues at this mine are mercury and acid
22    drainage.  So it would be very nice if these things were
23    summarized in simple fact sheets and distributed to every
24    known stakeholder.
25                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  I think that's a
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 1    good idea.
 2                    MR. HERMAN MORGAN:  Yeah.  My name is
 3    Herman Morgan from Aniak.  I'd like to echo some of the
 4    comments and concerns, you know.  We live here in this
 5    river, and it's very important because it's our way of
 6    life for our fish and environment, you know.  And you guys
 7    are just here for a little while, and then you guys will
 8    go back, too.  I hope you understand how important
 9    protecting our environment is.  You know, all the money in
10    the world can't buy back our way of life and our salmon.
11    Like them barges, they showed us four barges, four
12    barges -- one barge pushing four.  What they call that?
13    Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see
14    now.
15              And we are already having salmon concerns,
16    salmon closures.  And it kind of concerned me when you
17    were asked what effect that has on fish and you said,
18    well, we have to wait and see.  But it seems like if we
19    wait and see, you know, there could be even more damage to
20    our fish with all the turbidity, all that silt where they
21    spawn.  So it's things like that.
22              The tailings dam is going to be pretty big --
23    pretty big dam, pretty big amount of water.  When that dam
24    broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a
25    wheelbarrow.  It killed all the fish in the river.  That's
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 1    how dangerous them chemicals is.  That mercury he's
 2    talking about, it will take one drop per million or per
 3    billion, something like that, you know.  And if the salmon
 4    smell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning
 5    area.
 6              So I hope you guys understand how important our
 7    environment is to us.  I wish there was a way they could
 8    process that ore somewhere else and they could have their
 9    gold and they could have their jobs and we wouldn't have
10    that huge waste pit up there with all the chemicals
11    affecting us all the time.  I hope you guys really
12    understand how important the river is to us.
13              I know I looked at that Fort Knox Gold Mine in
14    Fairbanks.  They are doing it pretty safely but, you know,
15    who knows what could happen around here.  I hope you
16    understand how important that river and the environment is
17    to us.
18                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Maybe
19    unless there is any specific questions, we could move into
20    the -- taking the comments or the testimony for the
21    record.  If there are any specific questions remaining, or
22    can we go into that?  Yes.
23                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'd like this to go on
24    the record.  I guess I'm curious, have curiosity how the
25    federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, I mean, when
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 1    you hear Barrick, a major player in this, say that this
 2    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time --
 4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick said that this
 5    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.  When
 6    you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is
 7    no natural gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you
 8    hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies?  They
 9    just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has
10    just no concern at all?  When I hear Barrick say that this
11    doesn't meet their criteria, why do you go through all
12    this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?
13    And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas
14    available in Cook Inlet?  I'm just curious, what goes on
15    in the agencies?  What are they saying to each other?
16    This is kind of a personal question.  What do you say
17    amongst yourselves when you hear things like that?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  When we hear --
19                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick says it doesn't
20    meet their criteria for investment.  They are the only
21    player that has the money or can get the funding to do a
22    project like this.
23                    MR. KUHLE:  We evaluate the project as
24    it's presented to us.
25                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'm just curious if
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 1    there was any talk amongst --
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is some
 3    misunderstanding about what Barrick said at the time.
 4    What they said at the time was that it was premature to
 5    make an investment decision in the multibillion dollar
 6    range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals
 7    or whether this was permittable, whether the agency --
 8    they wanted to see the permitting process unfold.
 9               MR. MARK MATTER:  Well, their very late
10    releases say it exactly the way I said it, said it does
11    not meet their criteria for investment.
12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  What I understood from it
13    was that that was pre-permitted.
14                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Because I'm going with
15    Barrick.  Their latest release -- and you can pull their
16    website up right now.  Their latest release said the very
17    same thing on Donlin.  The project is not going ahead
18    because it doesn't meet their criteria.  It's too
19    expensive.  And they can get the project -- I don't know.
20    I guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline.  But
21    there is no natural gas available to even run through the
22    pipeline, first of all.  It just -- it's just confusing to
23    me to see how they can proceed with an EIS when there is
24    no -- they should have something saying we can make a
25    project here.  I don't see that coming from the major
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 1    player here.  It seems like a lot of work for nothing.
 2    You are not going to comment, I know.
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  I've said that --
 4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I wish I could read your
 5    mind.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  We are evaluating the project
 7    as it's -- we are evaluating the permit applications that
 8    have been submitted to us.
 9                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Can we comment off the
10    record?
11                    MR. KUHLE:  About whether or not Donlin
12    finds this project feasible?
13                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Yeah, what he's
14    talking about.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  His question is --
16                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  My question is:  Can
17    we comment off the record?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm telling you what I know
19    and what my role as the Corps of Engineers and what we are
20    doing.  We have received permit applications for the
21    Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an
22    environmental impact study, and that's what we are doing.
23    It's not my role to evaluate the financial feasibility of
24    the project.
25                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan.  I'll
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 1    do my comment now.  As he mentioned, 2018 we got a project
 2    other than the gold mine project.  We are building a
 3    40-mile heavy-duty haul road between Kalskag and Paimute
 4    in the Yukon through the Portage Mountains.  By 2018 we
 5    are going to get 140 million dollars for that project.
 6    They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides.
 7    That's what we need.  That's what we need for our children
 8    to grow.  This whole project is not about us.  It's about
 9    our kids, these young people.  They are the ones that are
10    going to be working.  Ten years ago they say we will need
11    15,000 new jobs.  Now it's about five more years.  We are
12    going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the mine you
13    build your own docks.  Look at all the people they are
14    going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.
15    That's your own thing.  But we are doing ours, too, for
16    the future of our children.
17              We need to open resources.  We can't keep this
18    whole area closed up.  We never say nothing about the NYAC
19    Gold Mine, the Kako Mine right above Russian Mission, the
20    gold mines up in the Salmon River, the gold mines in
21    McGrath.  You guys are the ones that is coming out with
22    the studies and saying these are the jobs available for
23    our people.  We are not asking for much.  But you who are
24    providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.
25              We can't live on subsistence anymore.  We can't
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 1    even make money on that.  We need these jobs for our young
 2    people.  And this is the exact time we need this.
 3              So thank you for letting me speak, but I think
 4    you guys are doing a good job by having these meetings,
 5    listening to everybody.  But when you say communities,
 6    include the cities because it's not just the tribes living
 7    in that city.  Include them all.  But this is a good
 8    opportunity for jobs for our people.  And that's what we
 9    need.  Why we have all these suicides and stuff, because
10    they have no jobs.
11              All this land, we need to open up some part of
12    it.  We got a million acres.  We are using only 40 acres
13    here to provide 15,000 jobs.  There is going to be so much
14    jobs available, we will have to hire from outside.  Now is
15    a good time to get ready for these jobs.  By the time
16    these graduate, they'll have four- or $500,000,000 worth
17    of projects in this area, which is good, I think.  As long
18    as you --
19              We have a unique water system where all our
20    water comes out of the mountains.  We don't drill down
21    there for water.  It comes out of the mountains.  It's so
22    fresh and pure water that fish come all over and they
23    spawn in our fresh water.  But it's a good opportunity to
24    provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we
25    need.  Thank you.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Unless there is
 2    any final questions, we will move into the testimony.  We
 3    will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to
 4    provide that, and we will go into that.
 5                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Can we have
 6    a break, please?
 7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Take ten minutes.
 8               (A break was taken.)
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We are going to go into
10    the testimony portion of our evening.  So I'm going to go
11    down through the names of people that indicated they would
12    like to testify.  Some said maybe, but I'll go to them and
13    find out.  The first one I have is Dave Cannon.
14                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Here I am.  Dave Cannon.
15    I guess I know EISs are supposed to consider cumulative
16    effects.  And I know, you know, looking in the future
17    Ouija board stuff trying to figure out what could happen,
18    but George mentioned this project possibly there from
19    Kalskag over to the Yukon.  And my big concern would be,
20    you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen,
21    we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would
22    all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure.  And
23    there has been a lot of other development -- not
24    development -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, all
25    over.  So I think that would allow other development to
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 1    happen that wouldn't have happened normally.
 2              So I'm wondering if or how the EIS process is
 3    going to consider those things, cumulative effects.
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  So are you --
 5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm hoping that you can
 6    do that.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Yes.  We
 8    will -- we will do that.
 9                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I know it's hard, but I
10    think it needs to be considered.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person
12    is Joe Kameroff, Jr.
13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  The questions I
14    had was about the gas line.  You know, I mentioned them
15    earlier.  And also about containment of the waste rock and
16    all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's
17    long-term -- how will that affect our region.  And another
18    concern also is the barge traffic, you know.  Us as a
19    community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you
20    know.  Go out moose hunting basically off the river.  And
21    we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence
22    lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with moose and
23    caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.
24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Joan
25    Walser.
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 1                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I believe she left.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Brian Stephanoff.
 3                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to
 4    make a comment.  And it was highlighted earlier.  When
 5    development does come into question, the agencies that are
 6    involved should try to get as much employment, workforce
 7    from the surrounding communities to get as many
 8    backgrounds as possible, and should also include the
 9    Alaska Natives and the nonAlaska Natives that are residing
10    within these communities.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Allen --
12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Simeonoff.  Sorry.
13    Simeon.
14                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  My name is Allen Simeon
15    from Aniak.  Your line material that their -- liner used
16    to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or
17    whatnot -- and I used to work up there on Donlin Creek,
18    and I know that a lot of the rock has natural acid in it.
19    And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can live
20    within that acid content.  And I'm wondering if you guys
21    are using only one liner to protect the environment.  Is
22    there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the
23    inside?  One liner is only one liner.  And that material
24    up there leaches already.  And that material would leach
25    right down into the drainage and flow right into the
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 1    Kuskokwim River.  So my question is:  How much protection
 2    is going to be used for all of that hazardous material
 3    from the mining project to keep it contained within that
 4    specific area?
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.
 6                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  I have another one
 7    there.  What happens with it?  How are you going to get
 8    rid of it?  Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or
 9    evaporate or haul it out and/or what?  And then the other
10    question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have
11    on site.  And like I stated earlier, by rule you don't
12    have to have containment for the whole amount that's
13    there.  And that being in an environment where everything
14    flows downhill back to the Kuskokwim River, and that
15    amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full
16    containment instead of what DEC implies as a rule for fuel
17    or whatever?  That's my question -- questions.
18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will make sure they
19    are addressed.  Thank you.  Pete Dronkers.
20                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  I do have a comment on
21    the perceived loopholes in the Clean Water Act and how
22    that affects the tailings impoundment facility.  It's my
23    understanding -- I don't want to go too far into the weeds
24    here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a
25    waste treatment facility, it does not have to comply with
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 1    discharge standards.  So I'm not wanting to get too far
 2    into the details.  My general comment would be that the
 3    EIS process consider the ultimate potential closure of the
 4    two main Clean Water Act loopholes and how that would
 5    affect the design of the tailings and the placement of the
 6    tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in
 7    closing those loopholes, and that could potentially break
 8    the impact on those plans.  So I'd like the EIS process to
 9    at least consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act
10    would actually affect the mine engineering plans
11    specifically on the waste treatment facility language in
12    the Clean Water Act.
13                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's it,
14    unless -- is there any remainder?
15                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I didn't see that thing
16    where you could put if you want to comment.  Could I
17    comment?
18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Yes, Mark.  Please
19    go ahead.  He said that he didn't see the column to
20    indicate that he wanted to testify.  Now he would like to
21    testify.
22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yes, please.  Go ahead.
23                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I was quiet in Bethel
24    last night.  I wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.
25    Is he still here?  I've tried to think more about the
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 1    social impacts because I think -- looks to me like there
 2    is plenty of people looking and worrying about the
 3    environmental impacts.  What I have been thinking about is
 4    the 2010 census, Bethel census area.  That means all the
 5    villages on the Kuskokwim and Bethel and some villages on
 6    the coast.  2010 census, 17,000 people.  About half are
 7    under the age of 25.  And we are growing two percent a
 8    year.  We don't see it so much in the middle Kuskokwim,
 9    but two percent a year means 400 more people a year in our
10    region.  That's a whole 'nother village every year in our
11    region.  And they are all young.
12              What are they going to have?  What are we going
13    to do for them?  Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is --
14    I'm sorry, but there is going to be too many people.
15              The other thing I was thinking about, that shift
16    work, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing,
17    that's hard on families, you know.  You miss 50 percent of
18    your family's life.  And I'd like the developers of Donlin
19    Creek -- and I mentioned this to them -- NYAC, you talk to
20    all the old-timers that grew up in NYAC where they built a
21    town around the mine, they have nothing but good memories,
22    you know.  The kids growing up there, you know, a school,
23    everything, store.  I'd like to see -- if this thing goes
24    forward, I'd like to see it go that way, instead of the
25    shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off.  It's hard on
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 1    your family, you know.  That's all.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
 3                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I had my name for
 4    a comment on there.  Annie Lou Williams from Kalskag.
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  I missed it, but please go
 6    ahead.  Go ahead.  I somehow missed it.  I'm sorry.
 7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I was asked to
 8    comment on the jobs for our young men and women, and
 9    especially the ones that are coming out of high school.
10    But the other concern that they had were the ones that
11    were from the ages of 19 and on up that need training and
12    need to go to school and get educated in the fields that
13    will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin.  One
14    of the things that he said was would Aniak be a
15    possibility place where we can have people coming and
16    training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy
17    equipment and the welders and all these other things that
18    need to be accomplished by our young men and women in the
19    coming future.
20              What I saw earlier was 27 years.  Just think how
21    many men and women and young adults can get an education,
22    get training and get into those positions.  Because when
23    you go to a village right now, you look at an application,
24    and most of the time they just say graduated from high
25    school.  I'm a laborer or just menial jobs.  And then all
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 1    the other high-paid position jobs are from out of our
 2    villages.  I would like to see that turn around where it
 3    would show that the young men and women from the villages
 4    are getting the jobs because what I heard was over 5,000
 5    jobs or more.
 6              So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be
 7    enough people on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, and they
 8    would have to go outside in order to get qualified workers
 9    up at Donlin.  If it's true or not, I have no idea.  But
10    it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools with
11    our communities up and down the Kuskokwim and getting a
12    lot of this training besides all this other information
13    that we are getting.  Maybe Donlin can look into this.  I
14    know they have done a tremendous job of having workers on
15    and off at Donlin.  So let's look at our other young men
16    and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting
17    education to further enhancing their job skills instead of
18    just the low-paying ones.
19                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
20                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson.
21    Teachers here do know that I get -- when I get a chance to
22    talk to the students here about education, which is very,
23    very important, and we have qualified teachers that do all
24    of that.  But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later
25    or something.  And that don't work out.  So in that
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 1    category, you know, if they would just go right on, they
 2    can figure out ways to get scholarships and everything,
 3    and go get your education because once you learn, nobody
 4    can take it away from you.  Like mine, electronics, I got
 5    it.  I got a degree in that, but I got so many other
 6    things I've done in my lifetime.
 7              And so I'd like to more and more come see the
 8    kids again, you know, because right now I have been
 9    lacking, but I will do it.  And grade school is where I go
10    to, also, tell them stories and let them know what --
11    education, how important it is.  Don't be lazy.  Do it.
12    Thank you.
13                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
14                    MR. JON WARD:  I've heard they are going
15    to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy
16    equipment training.
17                    MR. KUHLE:  Any final comments?
18                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I comment that I think
19    of the years living here -- Taylor knows.  He used to live
20    here -- actually, I've sat alongside of him fighting for
21    subsistence rights for the Board of Game and everybody
22    else that we do need some development out here, and mining
23    is the best avenue.  That's a given.
24              But I get just a little bit disillusioned when I
25    hear flipping reports about developing this mine from the
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 1    big players.  I'd really love to see Barrick come out here
 2    and address this because they are the player.  They are
 3    the ones to get funding.  We do need it.  Mining is the
 4    best thing for this area.  There is nothing else that
 5    could even come close to bring in the development we need
 6    for the young people, plain and simple.  So we have to
 7    work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate
 8    and get the mine going.
 9              And we can still protect subsistence.  The State
10    is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities.
11    So I'm sure they can be accommodating if their management
12    plan is developed properly, or a new one.
13              And that's about all I've got to say.  I would
14    like to see the major player come in and encourage us a
15    little bit.
16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Anybody
17    else?
18                    MR. DARYL MCKINDY:  Daryl McKindy.  Along
19    with -- going with all the employment that would be going
20    around also, out here in rural Alaska we got a lot of -- a
21    lot of educated people with operating skills, electrical
22    skills who are nonunion workers or not in a union.  And as
23    soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be
24    in a union to get work.  So I'd like to see all the --
25    looking at other towns out here in rural Alaska, also.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any
 2    final comments?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And again,
 3    there is more information on our website,
 4    donlingoldeis.com, or you can feel free -- the contact
 5    information I gave earlier, feel free to contact me.
 6    Thanks again for coming.
 7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I wonder if I could take a
 8    quick second and also thanks a lot for the folks who have
 9    come tonight.  Many of you knew my family when we were
10    here with young kids and so on, and you all have been
11    friends and folks who have held us up through some
12    difficult times.  It's wonderful to come back.  This is an
13    important project.  It's very important to come and offer
14    the comments.
15              And peek over our shoulders.  Make sure we are
16    doing a good job on this technical report.  I look forward
17    to coming back to talk with you some more.  There were a
18    lot of good issues, a lot of very helpful suggestions.
19    The fact sheet idea is one I want to go to work on.
20              I think it's been an enormously successful
21    evening together.  I know meetings wear on folks.  So
22    thank you very much for putting your effort together with
23    us tonight.  This has been really valuable.
24               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m.)
25                      REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: Annie Lou, could we invite
 3  you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good
 4  frame of mind for tonight?
 5            (Invocation offered by Annie Lou Williams.)
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Good evening, and welcome to
 7  the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
 8  environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My
 9  name is Don Kuhle with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
10  and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  We also have a
11  number of cooperating agencies here who will participate
12  in the EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.
13  So I'll take a moment and ask them to introduce
14  themselves.
15                  MR. BALLOU: Good evening.  I want to say
16  thank you for coming out tonight.  My name is Douglas
17  Ballou.  I'm the assistant field manager with the
18  Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Management,
19  and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline
20  that will be covering about a third of federal land on its
21  way to Donlin.  So I'll be available after the meeting if
22  you want to interact, have any questions.  And again,
23  thanks for coming out.
24                  MR. JEN: Hi.  Good evening.  My name is
25  Mark Jen.  I'm with the United States Environmental
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 1  Protection Agency in the Anchorage office.  And we are a
 2  cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps
 3  of Engineers in developing an environmental impact
 4  statement and to analyze the environmental impacts
 5  associated with the Donlin Gold Project.  So we are here
 6  to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so
 7  that we can better evaluate those in the EIS document.
 8  Thanks.
 9                  MR. BRUNO: Jeff Bruno with the State of
10  Alaska.  I've got a couple of people from the Department
11  of Natural Resources.  Jason with the pipeline office, he
12  can answer a lot of questions about the pipeline.  Sarah
13  Yoder with Health and Social Services, she's working with
14  the health impact assessment on this project.  And we are
15  here as a cooperating agency on the EIS and here to answer
16  any of your questions and hear the comments.  So please
17  ask us any questions you have.
18                  MR. KUHLE: And our third-party
19  contractor.
20                  MR. BRELSFORD: I'm Taylor Brelsford, and
21  it's great to be back in Aniak after a lot of years.  I've
22  now taken -- I work with URS Corporation, and we are the
23  third-party contractor providing the technical backup to
24  the Army Corps in preparing this EIS.
25                  MR. ALEXIE: My name's Moxie Alexie.  I
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 1  work with Taylor as part of the EIS team.  I work for URS
 2  Environmental.
 3                  MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: You want the tribes?
 4  Did you want the tribes?
 5                  MR. KUHLE: I'm sorry.  Sure.  I didn't
 6  realize we had -- yes.
 7                  MR. DAVE CANNON: I'm Dave Cannon.  I'm
 8  the environmental director with Native Village of
 9  Napaimute, and we are a cooperating agency.
10                  MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: I'm Lisa Feyereisen
11  and I'm with Chuathbaluk Traditional Council, and we are a
12  cooperating agency.
13                  MR. MARK LEARY: I'm Mark.  Everybody
14  knows me, maybe.
15                  MR. KUHLE: Ready?  Okay.  Okay.  We will
16  move into our program.  Feel free to ask any questions as
17  we go along.  If you do ask a question, though, please
18  identify yourself for the record so that our court
19  reporter can get your name correctly.  And also make sure
20  that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference
21  to make sure she gets the spelling right.
22            Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide
23  you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We
24  have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk
25  about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EIS
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 1  project milestones.  After that we want to provide a basic
 2  overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
 3  And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
 4  inviting your comments on the project.  And we encourage
 5  you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
 6            We are here tonight because Donlin Gold has
 7  proposed an open pit gold mine located ten miles north of
 8  Crooked Creek, which is a community on the Kuskokwim
 9  River.  And in order to comply with the National
10  Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers
11  is preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the potential
12  impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent
13  of the project, and the EIS will be used in making permit
14  decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  Scoping
15  meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
16            This map gives an orientation to the project
17  area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
18  of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
19  It's a remote area with little development to date and no
20  existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing
21  transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is
22  concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine
23  would require all new infrastructure, including roads, a
24  pipeline.  All of that would be subject to permitting
25  before they could proceed.
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 1            This map gives an idea of the logistics and
 2  supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
 3  logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from the
 4  west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in
 5  Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then
 6  again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go
 7  to Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And fuel and
 8  supplies will be off-loaded at a new barge landing in
 9  Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in
10  natural gas for the mill.
11            So we are now going to turn to the EIS process,
12  and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
13  place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
14  requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
15  affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
16  case, Donlin Gold has submitted permit applications under
17  section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
18  Rivers and Harbors Act.  An issuance of these permits
19  would be a major federal action and would require an EIS
20  to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
21  project.
22            The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
23  regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
24  to make their permit decisions.  And in addition -- yes.
25                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: I have a question
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 1  on the sections there.  Do you have an act for a land
 2  management act?  Because it's going to be on the land,
 3  too, you know.
 4                  MR. KUHLE: An act for the land
 5  management?
 6                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Isn't there
 7  something like for something affecting the land?  Like up
 8  on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting
 9  the land and the way of --
10                  MR. KUHLE: Well, there is a lot of
11  different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for
12  protecting lands and waters.
13                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: I just see the
14  water is on there.
15                  MR. KUHLE: Yeah.  That's because the
16  reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers,
17  those are the two laws that we have jurisdiction under,
18  and that's what brought us into -- into the project and
19  why we are doing the EIS, why we are the lead agency.
20  Other agencies that are involved have their own
21  jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permits.  The
22  State, for example, and BLM will have to issue right of
23  way permits for the pipeline.  So there -- and under --
24  under NEPA and under our other project review procedures,
25  we consider, you know, impacts to other resources besides
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 1  water, you know.  You know, interests -- and it would
 2  include probably, you know, whatever land resources or
 3  values that you are thinking about.
 4                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: It would be like
 5  animals, plants and --
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Right.  That will all be
 7  considered under the EIS.  I think I -- well, I've
 8  probably got just one more thing.  I think maybe I started
 9  saying this.  I'm not sure.  But in addition to complying
10  with NEPA, the Corps is also required to complete a public
11  interest review, and an analysis under section 404(b)(1)
12  of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the
13  least environmentally damaging practical alternative.  And
14  we will incorporate the information necessary for these
15  determinations in the EIS.
16            This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
17  the regional organization will work together on the EIS,
18  and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EIS based
19  on their permitting responsibilities or special expertise.
20  As an example, the project would occur on BLM and on State
21  of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to
22  issue right-of-way permits for the use of those lands.
23  And the tribal governments and the regional organization
24  are participating to contribute specialized knowledge
25  about the local area resources and land use.
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 1            The Donlin Gold project will require a large
 2  number of federal permits and consultations, and this
 3  slide provides six examples.  I'll mention two of them and
 4  invite you to read the rest of them yourselves.  First,
 5  since the project would place fill in wetlands and other
 6  waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make
 7  section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not to
 8  authorize the fill.  And as another example, since a
 9  portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM
10  will need to evaluate the right-of-way application.  You
11  can find a more comprehensive list of all the required
12  permits in the Donlin Gold application on the project
13  website.
14            This slide shows there are also many permits
15  required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of
16  State government are noted here.  For example, over 60
17  percent of the pipeline would be installed on State land,
18  so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
19  right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental
20  Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
21  air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game
22  has permitting responsibilities to protect habitat.
23            Some of you may be familiar already with the
24  steps in preparing an EIS, and the diagram at the right
25  side of our slide here shows six major steps that we will
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 1  be taking from now through November of 2015.  The Record
 2  of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was
 3  published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.
 4                  MR. BRELSFORD: Notice of Intent.  The
 5  Notice of Intent was in December of 2011.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: What did I say?
 7                  MR. BRELSFORD: You said Record of
 8  Decision.  We are going to wrap up early, man.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: I'm sorry.  Okay.  The Notice
10  of Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal
11  Register on December 14th of last year.  And so we -- the
12  scoping process began with the Notice of Intent, and it
13  will go through March 29, 2013.  And part of that is this
14  meeting here tonight.  We have meetings and take comments.
15  You can provide comments here and you can also get
16  information and comments from our website and in
17  newsletters that go out.  Comments and information that we
18  receive will be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is
19  estimated to be finished by August 2014.  That's just an
20  estimate at this point.  It could change, but that's the
21  best estimate at this point.
22            Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have
23  another round of public hearings and a public review
24  period which will take comments on the draft.  Those will
25  be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to
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 1  be completed by October 2015.  And the Corps of Engineers
 2  and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their
 3  decisionmaking process and will prepare their own Records
 4  of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.
 5            I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles.
 6  Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period
 7  and review of the draft EIS.  And those are the best
 8  opportunities for you to provide comments.  Any comments
 9  that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the
10  draft EIS.
11            The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
12  information and to listen to residents in the affected
13  region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  First
14  is to share information about the proposed project.  And
15  we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation.  You
16  can also find information, as I said, on the website and
17  in the newsletters.
18            The second purpose is to provide information
19  about EIS milestones, and that's what we showed in the
20  previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EIS
21  process.  The next two are to identify issues and concerns
22  to examine in the EIS and to identify useful information
23  from communities.  And we are counting on you to help us
24  with these last two.  We would like to know what you would
25  like to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any
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 1  information that we can use to make informed decisions.
 2            Here is the schedule for scoping meetings.  We
 3  are in the first round here where we are starting with
 4  villages closest to the project.  The second week will be
 5  focused on the lower Kuskokwim River.  The third week we
 6  will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.
 7  And the final round includes the middle Yukon and the
 8  upper Kuskokwim River.
 9            This map is a bit busy, but the color scheme
10  represents how many subregions of the project there are in
11  the project area, and they help to show how the scoping
12  plan was developed.  For example, the orange dots show The
13  Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest the proposed
14  project.  This subregion that we are holding meetings in,
15  Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site
16  and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub.  For the
17  other subregions, meetings will similarly be held in the
18  subregional hubs.
19            We will stop here to see if anybody has any
20  questions to this point on the EIS process.
21                  MR. MARK MATTER: You said this mostly
22  concerns the pipeline?  The Corps of Engineers, you are
23  just looking at the pipeline on the EIS?
24                  MR. KUHLE: No, no.  We are looking at the
25  entire project.  Pipeline is one part of it.
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 1                  MR. MARK MATTER: I guess my question
 2  would be for DNR.  Are they relooking at the Kuskokwim
 3  Area Management Plan on this study or not?  Because we
 4  have a Kuskokwim Area Management Plan, and I just wonder
 5  how that's being addressed in this process.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: So you are asking if the
 7  State --
 8                  MR. MARK MATTER: DNR is --
 9                  MR. BRUNO: They are looking at it.  It's
10  in their queue.  I think it's the next one that they are
11  supposed to be taking a look at.  No guarantees on this,
12  but I think this is going to push it to a priority for
13  them is what I have been told.  And that's the RADS
14  department is the name of them.  They are the ones that
15  run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going
16  to push up their priorities.
17                  MR. DAVE CANNON: How long does something
18  like that take?
19                  MR. JASON WALSH: It takes three to four
20  years roughly for an area plan from its beginning to its
21  completion.
22                  MR. MARK MATTER: I understand that you
23  haven't started yet.  It would have to be started in order
24  for the State to issue permits and stuff.
25                  MR. BRUNO: They would not start that to
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 1  issue the permits.
 2                  MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: Are they two
 3  independent processes or are they overlapping?
 4                  MR. BRUNO: They are two independent
 5  processes.
 6                  MR. JASON WALSH: The State doesn't need
 7  the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that
 8  plan stands until such time that the new area plan has
 9  been adopted.  So any permitting that's going to be issued
10  will use the old plan as guidance.
11                  MR. DAVE CANNON: When was that plan done
12  though, the existing plan?
13                  MR. JASON WALSH: I don't know.
14                  MR. BRUNO: I can find that out for you.
15                  MR. JASON WALSH: It's on their website,
16  and I'm sure -- I would guess it's in the mid '80s.  But
17  it is on their website.
18                  MR. BRELSFORD: The question is:  What
19  kind of land management plans would govern decisions for
20  the entire project?  And the Kuskokwim Area Plan is one
21  very good example, but there are several other management
22  plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for example, that
23  would also -- State land management plans, and then the
24  BLM has a land management plan.  And in each case the
25  permit decisions would have to act in concert with the
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 1  land management plans.
 2            So in some of the permit application materials
 3  from Donlin, there is actually a fairly detailed listing
 4  of what the land management plans are that would affect
 5  permit decisions for the pipeline and the mine site and
 6  then down on the transportation corridor to Jungjuk.
 7            So land use planning is one layer of background
 8  information that has to be considered in the permit
 9  decisions.
10                  MR. MARK MATTER: It's just my hope that
11  they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on
12  looking to say it's a violation of our existing management
13  plan and postpone it another couple years or something
14  along those lines.  In other words, get the lead out and
15  not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it
16  violates the plan or not, I guess.
17                  MR. BRELSFORD: Good discussion.  Thank
18  you.  Other questions about the EIS?
19                  MR. JON WARD: Jon Ward from Aniak.  I
20  have lived here many, many years.  Where is Jungjuk?
21                  MR. KUHLE: I don't believe there is
22  anything there right now.  It's -- you would -- you could
23  look at the map here.  There would be a 30-mile road
24  constructed from Jungjuk to the mine site.  It's downriver
25  from Crooked Creek.  I don't know exactly how many river
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 1  miles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek.  And it
 2  would require a 30-mile road from there to the mine site.
 3                  MR. JON WARD: The old government cabin,
 4  they call it?
 5                  MR. KUHLE: I'm not sure what's there.
 6                  MR. MARK LEARY: It's up around the bend
 7  from Oskawalik.
 8                  MR. RAY PETERSON: I think it's the area
 9  below -- around Canoe Village area over, right?  This side
10  of Horn Mountain.
11                  MR. BRIAN KUHLE: Brian Stephanoff from
12  Russian Mission.  I've got a question about the EIS
13  process.  It seems when I looked at the map that it
14  crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim.  I
15  counted five.  And I was wondering if salmon habitat has
16  also been pulled into question within this EIS.
17  Furthermore, crossing over salmon streams and going back
18  to indigenous knowledge, indigenous land use, will these
19  rights-of-way on the roads affect or limit the traditional
20  and customary uses over these landscapes and waterways or
21  that will hinder the -- a family's ability within these
22  nearby communities to go and freely harvest their foods,
23  these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?
24                  MR. KUHLE: Well, I guess your first
25  question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the salmon
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 1  fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.
 2  And traditional and customary uses will be also considered
 3  in the EIS.  If you have any specific information
 4  regarding a specific salmon run or a fishery or your own
 5  personal use, I would encourage you to submit those
 6  comments to us, you know, either on our website or we will
 7  tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the
 8  number of ways you can submit your comments.  But you
 9  know, we would like to know about any information you have
10  in those regards.
11                  MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Russian Mission is
12  on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed.  And looking
13  at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and
14  Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up
15  the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many
16  people living along the lower Yukon.  Salmon habitat is
17  also a very important and critical issue.  I believe that
18  some of -- some of the five species of salmon here to date
19  have been on the affected list.  I'm not sure if they are
20  a threatened species or impacted species, but --
21                  MR. KUHLE: I guess I can assure you we
22  are not going to limit our evaluation to one side of the
23  divide.  We are not going to limit it to the Kuskokwim
24  drainage.  We will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.
25                  MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: One last comment.
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 1  When digging for any kind of soil and you run into a
 2  burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural
 3  patrimony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian
 4  Mission and Aniak have these longstanding ties that
 5  predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of
 6  10,000 years.  So it would be nice if -- if any kind of --
 7  if these types of questions also be included in the EIS
 8  because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for
 9  example, a spear point or run into human remains, it would
10  be best to include these villagers that are tied in
11  ancestrally to these grounds.
12                  MR. KUHLE: Yeah.  I guess I can say that,
13  you know, when we issue permits, that we include
14  conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources,
15  that they stop to allow them to be evaluated, that they
16  notify us.  I guess I'm not sure if I followed your entire
17  question.  Are you also asking that local villages be
18  notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that
19  those exist?
20                  MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: This free and
21  informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a
22  human remain, if there is a possibility.  That's all I was
23  commenting on.
24                  MR. BRELSFORD: So Don, I think it's
25  helpful to mention that cultural resources are one of the
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 1  technical study areas prior to the permitting.  So there
 2  is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a
 3  comprehensive study of cultural resources along the
 4  project area.  That then becomes a section in the EIS, and
 5  it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to
 6  those cultural resources.  And then finally there are
 7  protective measures or mitigation measures, and these can
 8  even be permit conditions, like Don was just saying, where
 9  there is a protocol for the proper handling of any
10  discovered cultural resources, unanticipated discoveries.
11  And those do often include consultation with local
12  communities.  There is actually separate legislation and
13  consultation requirements regarding cultural resources.
14            So I think you are raising a good point.  And
15  the answer is that this is a topic well within the EIS.
16                  MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Thank you.
17                  MR. DAVE CANNON: Question on if anybody
18  wants to delve into the baseline information, the streams
19  that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or
20  wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?
21                  MR. KUHLE: Have you been on our website
22  yet?
23                  MR. DAVE CANNON: I have, yeah.
24                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I think the answer to
25  that is at the current time the baseline studies report,
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 1  the environmental evaluation document is not quite
 2  complete.  So the EIS team is working with parts of that
 3  report.  Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating
 4  agencies.  And this is a description of the baseline
 5  studies, baseline conditions.  Then there is another
 6  chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential
 7  impacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin
 8  Gold, with the applicant.
 9            My understanding is once that complete report is
10  available, we would post it on the website.  That would
11  become a publicly available document.  So when it's
12  completed -- and that's not a long time from now -- when
13  the complete document is available, it is to be posted on
14  the website.
15                  MR. RYAN MARONEY: This is Ryan Maroney.
16  Would the actual data be posted, as well, or only the
17  report and analysis of the data?
18                  MR. KUHLE: I think -- I'm not sure
19  exactly which data you are interested in, but I believe
20  that, you know, the wetlands data was, like, seven
21  gigabytes of data, and I think we decided that if anybody
22  wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to
23  get it to them.  As far as other data, I guess --
24                  MR. RYAN MARONEY: My question was
25  specifically all of it because during the time of
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 1  collection requests were made to Donlin to share that
 2  information, and they said they would share it at the time
 3  that they filed the permit.  So I was just curious if that
 4  would be shared via the Corps or separately.
 5                  MR. KUHLE: Our intent is to make data
 6  available.  If it's not on the website yet, we will try to
 7  get it on there.  If it's too much -- like I said, seven
 8  gigabytes of data.  But if you wanted to review that, we
 9  would find a way to make it available to you.
10                  MR. BRELSFORD: So this is a detail
11  question we need to be a little careful and do this
12  step-wise.  Don is first referring to the wetlands permit
13  application, and it has quite extensive data on the
14  wetlands.  That is a public document.  And we haven't
15  posted it on the website because of the size, but we
16  invite special requests.  And we are able to transmit the
17  permit applications.
18            When a company goes to the government and says
19  we want to build something, do something, that permit and
20  all of its data in the permit is a public document.  Now,
21  the technical studies underlying the environmental
22  evaluation report, I don't actually know the current
23  status of whether all those technical studies are slated
24  for release or not.  But I think what's helpful tonight is
25  to take it as a scoping comment and for us to evaluate and
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 1  explore whether all of the technical studies, the
 2  environmental baseline studies could be released and what
 3  the mechanism for that might be.
 4            But I don't want us to get out -- I don't want
 5  to answer a question that we don't really know the answer
 6  to.  So let's treat it as a request as a question that
 7  would be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and
 8  the EIS leadership.
 9            I think you have got another question.
10                  MR. PETE DRONKERS: Pete Dronkers.  I'd
11  like to second that in terms of every piece of baseline
12  data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access format
13  on-line for people because one problem is that certain
14  documents are sometimes available, but certain ones are
15  very difficult to come by.  And I know seven gigabytes is
16  a lot, but it can be broken down.  If there is a will,
17  there is a way to do that.  And so I'd like to make that a
18  scoping comment, as well, that every piece of information
19  that's available to any agency personnel internally should
20  also be available to anybody else.
21                  MR. BRELSFORD: Duly noted.
22                  MR. KUHLE: I'll take that under
23  consideration.  Any other questions?
24                  MR. BRELSFORD: Maybe we are ready to move
25  on.  The next section is going to be the project and its
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 1  components.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  We will move now to a
 3  summary of the mining project proposed by Donlin Gold.
 4  Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two large
 5  international mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.
 6  And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands owned by
 7  two Alaska Native corporations.  The Calista Corporation
 8  is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is
 9  the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a very large
10  project.  They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of
11  gold per year for a time frame of 27 and a half years of
12  production.  And they will be processing 59,000 tons of
13  ore each day.
14            We have already noted that Donlin Gold would be
15  located in a remote part of the state stretching from Cook
16  Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home to some
17  66 communities that might be affected by the project.  In
18  many communities the project might affect lands and
19  resources that are used for subsistence and other
20  livelihood activities.  This project will face an
21  extensive set of legal requirements, including many
22  permits and many agencies involved.
23            The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a
24  time line from exploration through closure.  Donlin has
25  worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
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 1  for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
 2  applications, and we are now starting the three-year
 3  permitting period, the first step of which is the scoping
 4  meetings.  That's why we are here tonight for a scoping
 5  meeting.
 6            At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
 7  agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If
 8  permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
 9  three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
10  and a half years of operations.
11            At the conclusion of the active life of the
12  mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
13  reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
14  facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
15  treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility
16  and the waste rock storage facilities.  The lands would be
17  recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.
18            I'll turn to the major components of the
19  project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
20  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
21  Trans-Alaska Pipeline system.  It would be a cold pipe.
22  It would not generate heat and would not damage the
23  permafrost.
24            Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
25  pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
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 1  horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
 2  center photo on the top of the slide.  This technique
 3  would be used among the other crossings to be used to
 4  cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.
 5            The image of a block valve on the right side of
 6  the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not
 7  be fenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to
 8  subsistence uses areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed
 9  every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring
10  and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process
11  would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The
12  design would allow access, but after construction, no
13  improved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water
14  crossings.
15            This slide shows the pipeline would start at
16  Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
17  along the foothills of the Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim
18  River Valley, continue west to the mine site at Crooked
19  Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State
20  lands, 34 percent BLM lands, ten percent Native
21  corporation land.
22            If you would note the blue segments where an
23  alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge
24  and the Alaska Range.  This would separate from the
25  original proposal at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary
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 1  alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
 2  notified the Corps that this alternative is under
 3  consideration, and they will be examining it during
 4  geotechnical investigations this coming summer.
 5            This slide shows the project components at the
 6  mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of those.
 7  Number one on the slide is the open pit which would
 8  eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long,
 9  one mile wide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the
10  mine life.
11            Number two is the tailings impoundment,
12  technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.
13  It would cover about 2,350 acres.  That would be about
14  three and a half square miles.  And the tailings are the
15  powder-like material that's left after the gold has been
16  removed in the mill.
17            Number three is the waste rock facility, which
18  would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the
19  rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.
20            These major facilities support the mill and
21  would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.
22            This is an overview of the major transportation
23  infrastructure.  The project would require new or expanded
24  port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to
25  river barges.  The barges would proceed up the Kuskokwim
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 1  River to a new barge landing that would be constructed at
 2  Jungjuk, and from there they would be taken by -- there
 3  would be a new 30-mile road to the mine site.  Also at the
 4  mine site would be, or near the mine site, a new
 5  5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mine site would be a
 6  40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.
 7            This is the proposed barge landing at Jungjuk.
 8  And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank
 9  and about 1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total
10  of 26 acres.
11                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Jacques Longpre.
12  How much barge traffic would be expected?
13                  MR. KUHLE: I'm going to get to that here
14  in just a --
15                  MR. BRELSFORD: Good question.  Here comes
16  the answer.
17                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  The Donlin Gold project
18  would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim River to
19  transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to
20  power the large mining equipment and trucks at the mine.
21  And the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  There would
22  be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be
23  about three barge tow passings per day.  It would be most
24  likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any
25  given day.  There would be four barges per tow.  It would
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 1  be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58
 2  fuel barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550
 3  tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons
 4  each.  And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and
 5  the number of barge loads would be roughly the same during
 6  both the construction and the operations periods.
 7                  MR. DAVE CANNON: So just about anywhere
 8  you are on the river there is a chance you will see three
 9  barges a day whether you are --
10                  MR. KUHLE: Three barge tows.  Each tow
11  would have four barges, yes.
12                  MR. DAVE CANNON: At any given point on
13  the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average
14  you would see three, two up, one down and vice versa?
15                  MR. KUHLE: That's my understanding, yes.
16                  MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: How are they
17  analyzing the impacts of that traffic on the -- I mean, is
18  there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they
19  analyzing the impact of that on the river, the silt, the
20  fish, et cetera, et cetera?
21                  MR. KUHLE: I think a good part of that
22  will be based on comments that are -- that we receive on
23  the concerns that are out there, and --
24                  MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: There is no --
25                  MR. KUHLE: I don't know offhand.  I
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 1  expect maybe Taylor probably knows better than I do what's
 2  been done so far.
 3                  MR. BRELSFORD: Only because I'm five
 4  pages ahead in the study plans than Don is.  But there is
 5  actually an analysis.  This could be broken into several
 6  components.  The physical component which would look at
 7  hydrology, erosion and sedimentation effects of barge
 8  traffic.  So there is a baseline study having to do with
 9  erosion and sedimentation in the Kuskokwim River.  Then
10  the biological component would be the potential for
11  impacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to
12  wildlife.  And I don't remember a baseline.  I don't know
13  the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be
14  analyzed in the EIS.  And then the third category would be
15  displacement of existing uses.  So river travel,
16  commercial fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would
17  be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic
18  would have.
19            So there is some base -- it would be good to say
20  some of the baseline data has been examined and it forms
21  the foundation for this analysis and estimate of impacts
22  that will come in the draft EIS.
23                  MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: So where in the
24  thousands and thousands and thousands of pages is that
25  analysis found?  In Chapter 3?
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: I'm trying to remember
 2  where I read this and when.  So the environmental
 3  evaluation document baseline conditions does have a
 4  section with some diagrams and maps of the erosion and
 5  sedimentation dynamics in the Kuskokwim River.  They also
 6  in the biological section have a set of observations about
 7  birds and some other wildlife under baseline conditions in
 8  the Kuskokwim River occurrence, frequency, distribution as
 9  it is now.  And that would then be the basis for the
10  future, the estimate of change.
11                  MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: I guess I don't know
12  if I'm articulating myself.  My question is:  Did they do
13  a baseline study by following a barge up the river and see
14  what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do
15  they just do a study that these are how many birds we have
16  at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?
17  How did they analyze the impact of the barge?
18                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I haven't seen the
19  effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects
20  document.  I was only responding to the question about
21  what kind of baseline material was there.  We have got
22  some follow-up questions, so I want to be courteous in
23  this.  George had his hand up in a second and then we can
24  come back to you, Mark, if that's okay.  And Lisa, are we
25  good for a second?  We may have to come back to this in
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 1  additional discussion?
 2                  MS. LISA FEYEREISEN: I'm just wondering
 3  if you could point out where I could find it.
 4                  MR. BRELSFORD: You have Chapter 3 as a
 5  cooperating agency, the environmental effects document in
 6  Chapter 3.  So it's going to be towards the front of it in
 7  the section on the physical environment for erosion and
 8  sedimentation, some of the river hydrology baseline
 9  material.
10            George, go ahead.
11                  MR. GEORGE MORGAN: George Morgan from
12  Kalskag.  We have three or four barge lines in the river
13  already.  My concern is, where do they dump their water
14  and sewer in the barges?  Right now they just dump them
15  into the river.  Is this going to be a policy here where
16  you don't dump into the river, have septic tanks or you
17  can go to villages and dump your water and sewer.  Don't
18  dump it into the river.  That's my concern.
19                  MR. BRELSFORD: Good comment.  I think
20  Mark was next.
21                  MR. MARK LEARY: Mark Leary, Napaimute.
22  Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the
23  Crowley barge on a few trips collecting information.
24  That's how they built some of the planning.  That's what
25  little bit I know.
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 1                  MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: Annie Lou
 2  Williams from Kalskag.  Correct me if I'm hearing wrong,
 3  but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you
 4  will be seeing them wherever you are?
 5                  MR. KUHLE: No, you wouldn't -- you
 6  couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.
 7                  MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: No, I mean if I
 8  was in Bethel or if I was in Aniak or even in Kalskag I
 9  would see three a day come by no matter where I was?
10                  MR. KUHLE: If you sat on the bank for 24
11  hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either
12  up or down.
13                  MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: And then three
14  more coming down the next day?
15                  MR. KUHLE: No.  It might be two up and
16  one down or one up and two down most likely, I suppose.
17  That would be the most likely scenario.
18                  MR. DAVE CANNON: Annie asked you if the
19  next day you would see the three again.  Every day three
20  would go by.
21                  MR. KUHLE: No, you know, that's -- I
22  think if you add up the total estimated amount, they have
23  allowed some for logistics and, you know, it probably
24  won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you
25  know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational
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 1  plan is, as I understand it, would allow -- that would be
 2  the most likely scenario.
 3                  MR. MARK LEARY: One thing they learned --
 4  and I'd like to hear more about it -- is there are some
 5  spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow.  They
 6  have to stop, break two off, push two through, come back,
 7  get the other two.
 8                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  I guess I'm not aware
 9  of that.  I would ask that you make a comment to that, you
10  know, submit that comment to us one way or another,
11  either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the
12  website or e-mail it to me so that we can be sure to get
13  that into the record.
14                  MR. BRELSFORD: Let me respond to this,
15  and then we will continue the questions.  There is
16  actually a transportation plan that is mentioned in one of
17  the permit documents.  It was not completed as of the end
18  of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details.  What
19  we are providing here is really a pretty rough estimate,
20  but I do know that a more detailed plan for the
21  transportation process is under preparation.  And when
22  that's available, it would be posted on the website the
23  same as the other permit application documents.  So I
24  think there is still a lot to learn about the details of
25  the barging process.
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 1            Many of the comments tonight belong in the
 2  record as scoping questions that need to be examined.  We
 3  need to look more deeply into this and have much more
 4  information about it by the time we get to the EIS.
 5            So there was -- I think Jacques was in line for
 6  a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then
 7  Raymond Peterson.
 8                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Are you guys going
 9  to compare other rivers that have experienced large growth
10  like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?
11                  MR. KUHLE: Other rivers that have --
12                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Well, since we
13  haven't seen this growth before, maybe there is other
14  rivers in Alaska or throughout the country that have
15  experienced barge growth, I guess, that you might be able
16  to compare to.
17                  MR. KUHLE: I mean, I'm not aware -- I
18  haven't seen all the studies on that so far.
19                  MR. BRELSFORD: Again, we are at an early
20  stage.  We are gathering input to guide the EIS, so I
21  think it's a very helpful question as a scoping comment.
22                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: I'm sure we are not
23  the first river to see a growth in traffic.
24                  MR. BRELSFORD: And you are suggesting
25  there ought to be a comparative analysis with other cases.
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 1  I think I can say generally that the subject matter
 2  specialists operate from their literatures, and those
 3  would be case studies and other comparable examples that
 4  would allow them to make a reasoned estimate for the
 5  impacts in this case.  So we will make note of your
 6  emphasis on comparative cases.  And then I think that's
 7  something that the subject matter folks are likely to do
 8  anyway, but this would be a way to emphasize the
 9  importance of it.
10            So then we had Mark, and then Raymond Peterson.
11  So Mark, go ahead.
12                  MR. MARK MATTER: I would like the EIS to
13  address any future dredging that may be necessary in some
14  of the shallow water processes.  It would be good to have
15  that addressed ahead of time, the impacts that's going to
16  be and what's the extent of any dredging that might take
17  place.
18                  MR. BRELSFORD: Raymond, please.
19                  MR. RAYMOND PETERSON: Ray Peterson, local


20  resident, former riverboat pilot.  So I know, you know,
21  you have got so much traffic going up and down, I never
22  hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you
23  know, because that's important before you do all your
24  trafficking.  And then the river changes so much.  And
25  every year water drops or water raises.  And that's when
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 1  you have to be real careful on what you do on your
 2  churning, you know, on the fish we have.  So be very
 3  careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you
 4  have your GPS.  We use the eye and know the river.  And
 5  now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge
 6  systems next.
 7                  MR. BRELSFORD: Thank you.
 8                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: Allen Simeon from
 9  Aniak.  Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got
10  20 blockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross
11  how many rivers?  I'm wondering, are you going to be
12  having those before and/or after each river?  And how much
13  pressure is in that pipeline?  And do you have a storage
14  area to hold off anything else that you have to divert in
15  case there is a breakage?  Because this 300-and-some mile
16  of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure
17  in there if there is a breakage.
18                  MR. KUHLE: I don't know that their
19  position -- they're not positioned --
20                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: You're going to be
21  hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some
22  sort of a process.  Now, you are going to get gas over
23  there.  What if something happens to that gas?
24                  MR. KUHLE: The pipeline -- one of our
25  cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and --
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: Hazardous Materials --
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Hazardous Materials and Safety
 3  Administration.  And I'm sure that they will look at that
 4  in great detail.
 5                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: Another question is,
 6  you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things,
 7  and by rule they don't have to contain the whole amount
 8  that's stored there.  And over there at Crooked Creek
 9  there, if there is a rupture, that's a tremendous amount
10  of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked
11  Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of
12  Alaska.  I just want to bring that up.
13                  MR. KUHLE: That's a good comment, and we
14  will make sure that that's examined.
15                  MR. MARK MATTER: [inaudible] at SHAW last
16  spring doing some paperwork for our mining operation, and
17  they were told I guess through NovaGold, because they have
18  a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were
19  planning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before
20  they started bringing gas for their gas product.  Anybody
21  heard anything about that?
22                  MR. KUHLE: I haven't heard anything about
23  that.
24                  MR. MARK MATTER: I mean, these are
25  federal agencies.  They told us that.
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think we can say loud
 2  and clear that the application is for a natural gas
 3  pipeline, full stop.  There is nothing in the plan of
 4  development for the natural gas pipeline that talks about
 5  any other fuel resources being transported in it.  And we
 6  have said a number of times today that the -- this process
 7  is legally driven, that the permit application triggers an
 8  EIS.  The EIS is a comprehensive analysis.  Ultimately
 9  there are permit decisions, and if those decisions are
10  positive, there are detailed permit conditions.  I think
11  many of you are somewhat familiar with the details that go
12  with a right-of-way grant or other kind of permits.
13            So there is not going to be bait and switch on
14  something of that sort.  The application is binding.  The
15  legal decisions, the permit decisions are binding in that
16  respect.
17                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: I had questions
18  about that pipeline, also.  You know, it's my
19  understanding natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and
20  they are --
21                  MR. KUHLE: Pressurized, yes.
22                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Yeah, they are
23  high pressure.  I was working on the Slope working on the
24  pipeline and stuff.  When they rupture, they rupture
25  violently.  What kind of emergency response do we have for
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 1  an accident like that?
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Well, it does have emergency
 3  valves.  And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the
 4  Pipeline Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration,
 5  and that's their bailiwick.  That's what they will be
 6  analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.
 7                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Would they be
 8  based out of Anchorage and be flying to these locations,
 9  or are there going to be roadways to them, or how would
10  they access it?
11                  MR. KUHLE: How are they going to access
12  it if there is a accident?
13                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: Yeah, the pipeline
14  in general.
15                  MR. KUHLE: I imagine they would -- in
16  their permits would establish procedures but, you know,
17  that would be up to them.  And it would be addressed in
18  the EIS.
19                  MR. BRELSFORD: So the pipeline design is
20  to prevent a release, and then the protective measures in
21  the permit conditions define the drill -- there will be an
22  emergency response plan that outlines what materials are
23  staged, prestaged and how they would be mobilized, what
24  kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on
25  any spill response.  So we are sort of delving in -- I
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 1  think it's helpful to ask will the EIS address these
 2  things, and the answer is yes, these are standard elements
 3  of an EIS.  And your asking the question makes it all the
 4  more important that we address it really thoroughly in the
 5  EIS.
 6            So we are very early in this.  I hope folks were
 7  paying attention.  This is a three-year project before the
 8  EIS is completed.  After scoping in this next month, the
 9  technical teams go to work for over a year to put together
10  the draft EIS.  It comes out in late summer of 2014.  And
11  then you have another chance to look and see if the
12  questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough
13  review and provided good answers.  If they didn't, you get
14  another chance to say, wait a minute, I'm not satisfied
15  with that answer in the draft.  I want more attention on
16  this and that, and that becomes the basis for the final
17  EIS in the last year.
18                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: This 314-mile pipeline,
19  no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are going
20  to lose your pressure coming between here and there.  And
21  what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the
22  rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be
23  people there to actually monitor that or what's going to
24  happen?
25                  MR. KUHLE: I believe there is just --
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 1  there is one pressure compression station located towards
 2  the beginning closer to Cook Inlet.  I don't recall the
 3  exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.
 4  There is just one compression station.
 5                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: That's going to be a
 6  tremendous amount of pressure in the very beginning before
 7  it can get all the way over there to reach the end.  And
 8  I've witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel line and what
 9  they have to do just to go six miles with fuel.  And I was
10  wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start
11  off with.
12                  MR. BRELSFORD: So let me suggest this on
13  one of the -- when we wrap up, we can pull up the plan of
14  development and look it up.  I'm not quick enough on that
15  detail to have it in my head, but I know how we can look
16  it up.  So we will do that together, Allen, before we
17  leave tonight.  I couldn't happen to remember there was
18  one compression station, and it's in about milepost 15 or
19  20.  It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.
20  And according to the design, that is sufficient to
21  power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the
22  range and out to the Kuskokwim Valley.
23                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: And then the horizontal
24  drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the
25  Kuskokwim River and up on the other side, is that correct?
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: Correct.
 2                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: And who is going to do
 3  that?  I'm just wondering.
 4                  MR. BRELSFORD: It's a very good question.
 5  All of the construction -- we are at the permitting stage.
 6  If the permits are issued, then Donlin would set out in
 7  the construction phase.  And I think, generally speaking,
 8  they select contractors to do this kind of work.  The
 9  pipeline plan of development actually has quite a bit of
10  detail about the phases, what would occur each year and
11  starting at two different ends.  So we could peek at some
12  of that.  We certainly don't know the names of contractors
13  that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done
14  generally by contractors.
15                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: The reason I ask that
16  is, I'm familiar with that.  I seen that at Alpine when
17  they went underneath the river.  And they had to run
18  portable generators just to keep the ground from thawing
19  out.  Now, I don't know what kind of problems we are going
20  to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running
21  the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any
22  kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially
23  going under rivers because the river erodes by itself
24  regardless every year.  And assisting it in any way I
25  think might create more problems.
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I think damage to
 2  permafrost and the potential implications of horizontal
 3  directional drilling on river erosion, these are some
 4  scoping questions that Allen is raising for us.  Jacques
 5  and then Mark and then Ryan.
 6                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Would Donlin be
 7  paying for the pipeline project or -- I'm not sure how
 8  that would work.
 9                  MR. BRELSFORD: I know you know the
10  answer.  We all know the answer to that.
11                  MR. KUHLE: It's their pipeline.
12                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: I'd just like to
13  make a request as part of the permitting process that
14  there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook
15  into the pipeline as part of the deal.  And that if the
16  State grants the permits, it seems like it would be a
17  tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to come
18  this close without having the option of us hooking into
19  it.
20                  MR. KUHLE: For the purpose of the EIS, we
21  are not going to evaluate all that.  What's the term?
22                  MR. BRELSFORD: Common carrier.
23                  MR. KUHLE: Common carrier is my
24  understanding.  Would be a common carrier and, you know, I
25  guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to
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 1  delve into details of that as part of the EIS.
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: So the regulatory status
 3  of this pipeline, when they use the term common carrier,
 4  it means that any party can ask to transport gas.  That
 5  pipeline does not belong to one party and that company --
 6                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: They are just
 7  building it.
 8                  MR. BRELSFORD: They build it, they
 9  install it.  They obviously have the primary use of it,
10  but a common carrier pipeline is available for other
11  parties.  So the Middle Kuskokwim Electric Co-op, some
12  other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes
13  of power generation in the Kuskokwim Valley.
14            As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into
15  a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer
16  to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that
17  pipeline would be a common carrier.
18            I forgot who was next.  I think Mark and then
19  Ryan.
20                  MR. MARK LEARY: Mark Leary.  I have some
21  good questions.  I've learned a little bit about it.  I
22  wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the
23  Kuskokwim.  And if I remember right I might be off a
24  little bit.  It's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to
25  be way below the bottom of the river.  It's going to be in
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 1  the bedrock.
 2            My question was back to barging.  At the meeting
 3  in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard
 4  declined to be a cooperating agency.  But if this goes
 5  forward, will we expect to see more permanent Coast Guard
 6  presence on the river?
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Because of the additional
 8  barge traffic?
 9                  MR. MARK LEARY: Yeah.
10                  MR. KUHLE: That would be up to them, I
11  guess.  I'm not -- I can't speak for the Coast Guard.  I
12  don't know.  It's not -- I guess if you feel there is
13  hazards that they need to somehow monitor or control or
14  regulate, then I guess that's a comment I'd ask you to get
15  into the record here.
16                  MR. MARK LEARY: It seems like we all
17  behave better when the cops are around.
18                  MR. BRELSFORD: Let's don't lose sight of
19  the fact, just because they don't step forward as a
20  cooperating agency and come every other week to a meeting,
21  they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation.
22  So Don I think said last night, and I really want to
23  underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a
24  responsibility in terms of navigational aids and
25  navigation in the navigable waterways.  And that doesn't
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 1  go away.  Later in the stage we expect them to get a lot
 2  more engaged in the EIS and in the permitting process to
 3  understand specific legal responsibilities that they might
 4  have.  Not so much now, but later on when we get to this
 5  navigation question, that is one where the Coast Guard has
 6  some legal obligations.
 7                  MR. MARK LEARY: We can expect the route
 8  to be buoyed every year?
 9                  MR. BRELSFORD: I don't know the extent,
10  the exact configuration of their involvement in it.  I
11  don't think we know that for now.
12                  MR. KUHLE: You could certainly make --
13  you know, like I said, get your comments and questions
14  into the record, and as we look into these, we will work
15  with the Coast Guard and get their responses.  And those
16  could be included in the draft.
17                  MR. RYAN MARONEY: My name is Ryan
18  Maroney, and I just had a question about the process.  If
19  the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is
20  this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally,
21  is that considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you
22  should bring that forward on the website or submit it, but
23  if people say it right now, is that considered on the
24  record, or are you just encouraging them to put more
25  detail into a second comment?
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: It's on the record, but I
 2  guess I'm just trying to be very thorough and ask people
 3  to, you know --
 4                  MR. RYAN MARONEY: I just wanted to make
 5  sure if they brought it up now that it was considered and
 6  if they didn't get to the web or submit it or write a
 7  letter later --
 8                  MR. KUHLE: It will all be transcribed and
 9  all the issues that are raised in the meetings will be
10  addressed.
11                  MR. BRELSFORD: Let me propose this in a
12  minute.  We have got just one or two more slides on the
13  project description, and then we want to go to issues.  So
14  Mark, work with us.  We will take the question now, but
15  let's keep track of the -- we have some more things to
16  cover.
17                  MR. MARK MATTER: So help me in the
18  process.  You said you are going to proceed with this EIS
19  on the understanding that there will be no access -- did I
20  hear that earlier -- of this corridor?  No public access.
21  Did I hear that earlier?
22                  MR. KUHLE: No.
23                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think it's the opposite.
24  I think what this slide showed is that the pipeline
25  corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the
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 1  compressor station, some of the safety valves are fenced
 2  in a ten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature
 3  is not fenced.  It is not a barrier to travel traditional
 4  uses across the landscape.  The last part of what Don said
 5  is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the
 6  purpose of building the pipeline.  It will be demobilized.
 7  All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area
 8  that's brushed every ten years.  And that's for the
 9  purposes of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for
10  monitoring.
11                  MR. MARK MATTER: What about snowmachines?


12                  MR. BRELSFORD: Actually, it's a very
13  important point.  I think we do understand that on the
14  Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access from the west
15  side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an
16  important potential issue about security to some of the
17  facilities and displacement of uses.  And I don't think we
18  have all the answers on that yet.  I think there is still
19  a lot to learn about what public uses might turn out to be
20  on a cleared right-of-way of that sort.  But I think on
21  the Kuskokwim Valley side, starting with the questions
22  that our friend from Russian Mission raised, the key is
23  that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional land
24  uses on the Kuskokwim side of the range.
25                  MR. JASON WALSH: Excuse me, Taylor.
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 1  There is a lot of questions about the pipeline.  And if
 2  after the meeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have
 3  questions about the State's authority and how we will
 4  issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that
 5  right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State land and
 6  what that means, common carrier access or otherwise, you
 7  can come talk to me.  I'll be happy to answer your
 8  questions so we can not bog it down here.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: Other infrastructure includes
10  a construction camp.  It would have 2,500 beds which would
11  support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.
12  This includes some smaller remote camps for the pipeline
13  construction, as well.  The permanent camp would have 600
14  beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees
15  working shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
16  workforce would be on site at any given time.
17            So we are back to questions on the project
18  description.  Or should we move on and wrap it up?  I
19  guess we will keep going.
20            So we mentioned earlier the purpose of the
21  scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One
22  major issue is -- I'm sorry.  One major area is water
23  resources.  Streams and other surface waters would be
24  diverted away from and around the mining activities in
25  order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
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 1  Ground water would be consumed as part of the mining
 2  process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streams.
 3  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
 4  adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
 5  streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
 6  could generate acid or leach metals.  So, waste rock,
 7  tailings and other runoff would have to be carefully
 8  managed to avoid contaminating the waters outside of the
 9  mine site.
10            Air quality is also important, and this slide
11  shows some examples of issues that we expect.  There would
12  be several sources of emissions, including a large number
13  of large mining vehicles, 227-megawatt power plant, dust
14  generated by removing and processing the overburden, waste
15  rock and the ore.
16            Climate change is a growing concern and will
17  need to be considered as large amounts of hydrocarbons
18  will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several
19  areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury
20  could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury
21  stack emissions could occur during the milling process,
22  and any mercury co-product would require careful storage
23  and transport.
24            Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
25  materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
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 1  response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.
 2            Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
 3  and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
 4  subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed
 5  project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this
 6  10,000 would be at the mine site and related
 7  infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline.  These areas would
 8  be impacted by excavating, filling, vegetation removal and
 9  other disturbances.  And 6,900 of these acres would be
10  wetlands.  There would be habitat loss or reduced habitat
11  values for fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by
12  the project and as well as habitat loss that could also be
13  direct disturbance of individual animals.  We have talked
14  quite a bit about barge traffic so far.  And subsistence
15  and traditional land uses would also be affected by the
16  loss of land through development.
17            Here are some more examples of issues and
18  concerns.  These are focused on the communities, cultural
19  resources and recreation.  Community life would be
20  affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and
21  1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new employment
22  and income brought into the area, but also many effects on
23  community and human health.  Cultural resources, both
24  archeological and historic, that exist in the area might
25  be disturbed or destroyed.  And recreation and visual
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 1  resources might also be affected by new structures and
 2  mining operations.  For all these issues, we would look at
 3  avoiding them -- avoiding the impacts as best we could and
 4  minimizing them as well as we can.  And if we can't avoid
 5  them or minimize, we will try to mitigate for them.
 6            So to conclude, we know that this proposed
 7  project and the lands and resources are important to you.
 8  And we would like to emphasize that there are several ways
 9  it get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the
10  most important thing by being here tonight for the scoping
11  meeting.  We would also invite you to go to our website at
12  donlingoldeis.com for more information or to submit
13  comments.  Or you can contact me directly.  753-2780 is my
14  direct phone line, and my e-mail address is there as well.
15  For tribal matters you can contact our tribal liaison for
16  the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer.  And her direct
17  phone number and e-mail are there, as well.
18            We have had two tribal teleconferences so far
19  that discussed cooperating agency status and
20  government-to-government consultations.  We had those on
21  October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have
22  others.  Tribal governments, as we have mentioned already,
23  have the opportunity to enter into
24  government-to-government consultation, as well as
25  requesting cooperating agency status.
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 1            So that's the end of the formal presentation.
 2  If there is any remaining questions, we will answer those
 3  and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody
 4  would like to provide comments for the record, we can do
 5  that then.  If you do have any written comments, if you
 6  make -- if you provide testimony and have written
 7  comments, we ask that you leave a copy for our recorder so
 8  that she can more easily get all the details.
 9                  MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: Annie Lou
10  Williams from Kalskag.  I have a question.  You were going
11  through this, and I thought about air quality.  Are they
12  going to test the air now as it is, and then during the
13  process will they be monitoring it?  Because not only are
14  they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries,
15  your fish and all the plants and everything.  Sometimes
16  when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago,
17  we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries
18  wouldn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know
19  what was causing it.  My concern would be the effects of
20  the barge traveling and with the smoke and all this other
21  stuff that would be going on.  Would that also be
22  monitored?
23                  MR. KUHLE: Yes.  There has been extensive
24  air quality monitoring that's been done so far, and that
25  will continue throughout the -- throughout the


Page 55


 1  construction and the operation of the mine.
 2                  MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: No, I mean from
 3  the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling
 4  once they start --
 5                  MR. KUHLE: Will they do air quality
 6  monitoring all the way up and down the river?
 7                  MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: Yes.
 8                  MR. KUHLE: I guess at this point I'd just
 9  have to take that as a comment.  I'm not aware of that.
10  It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the
11  mine site, air quality monitoring?
12                  MR. BRELSFORD: The question of monitoring
13  in real time is a good scoping comment.  I know the
14  technical specialists that will address the air quality,
15  they have signatures for different kinds of transportation
16  vehicles, the emissions signature, and they will estimate
17  the emissions of the barges based on the loads on the
18  engines and so on.  That much they can do as a technical
19  analysis.  But I think your question went to monitoring in
20  real time in the operational life of the project, and
21  that's a good comment that we will take into account.
22                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Jacques Longpre,
23  Aniak.  I was wondering if there is going to be any
24  monitoring of precipitation.
25                  MR. KUHLE: They have weather stations at
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 1  the mine site.  Oh, you mean for water quality?
 2                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: When evaporation
 3  occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of
 4  the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on
 5  all our blueberries and everything.  Is there a chance of
 6  spreading chemicals to different parts of the region?
 7                  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Like acid rain


 8  or something.
 9                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: Yeah.  Because I
10  know you talked about mercury emissions and -- does that
11  get into our atmosphere to come down at another spot?
12                  MR. KUHLE: I expect that that will be
13  looked at, yes.
14                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: I didn't see
15  anything about precipitation in there.
16                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think what they do on
17  air quality and emissions is called fate and transport,
18  what becomes of emissions, where are they -- how are they
19  transported, where are they deposited.  So it's not my
20  area of technical expertise, but I've read that kind of
21  discussion in an EIS.  It's not enough to just say it goes
22  out the stack.  They are concerned about where it lands
23  and therefore the impacts on --
24                  MR. JACQUES LONGPRE: I'm talking about
25  evaporation from the pool there and there's the
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 1  acid-forming rock.  Does that acid get into the atmosphere
 2  and come down in other places?
 3                  MR. BRELSFORD: Good question for
 4  analysis.
 5                  MR. DAVE CANNON: The only thing I do know
 6  about that is they had an air quality station here in
 7  Aniak that they were monitoring for mercury deposition,
 8  and I know they aren't doing that anymore, but they did at
 9  least do that for probably a two-year period.
10                  MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Brian Stephanoff,
11  Russian Mission.  I got a comment.  How much -- how
12  much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work
13  coincide with each other between like the State and
14  federal agencies, such as environmental working together
15  with scientific knowledge with indigenous knowledge to
16  make this -- these comment periods a lot more meaningful?
17                  MR. KUHLE: The interaction between the
18  State and the federal --
19                  MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: Interdisciplinary
20  where you have many departments work together to address
21  and analyze current problems.  As a scholar, I got my
22  master's degree and I've listened to many accounts
23  throughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their
24  conflicts with mineral development and the South Americans
25  and their indigenous groups and some of their conflicts
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 1  with many types of mineral development, too.  And one
 2  thing they have always noticed and it's very common in
 3  these parts of these United States is the lack of
 4  interdisciplinary work.  It's hard to get one department
 5  with another to -- especially when trying to find out
 6  about contaminants in Native foods.  That's just an
 7  example.
 8            I was just giving that introductory piece
 9  because going back to the tailings of the two-mile long
10  and whatever depth that is, that's a large bowl of mercury
11  and other mineral wastes that would be set aside.  And the
12  half life of -- or the life expectancy of such chemicals
13  to degrade and not be harmful -- as harmful to the
14  environment is just so astronomically -- it seems very
15  awful to imagine all of the thousands upon thousands of
16  gallons of mercury and cyanide and whatever other
17  contaminants are going to be building up inside these
18  basins near Crooked Creek that might eventually tear apart
19  because there is always some type of environmental
20  disaster of some sort.  Something is always going to go
21  wrong.
22            Just for the natural environment to consume
23  parts of those chemicals and let it erode down to a
24  certain point where it gets lesser of a form of -- or
25  degree of contaminant, it should also include all the
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 1  animals and all the human beings that live around there
 2  because they are -- the future generations that live
 3  around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the
 4  seven generations will have harm from many of these
 5  contaminants if such a catastrophe was to happen, leaking
 6  whatever is inside the tailings ponds.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: If I understand what you are
 8  asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and
 9  different disciplines working together, that's the purpose
10  for cooperating agencies.  We have, you know, the -- we
11  invited all the federal agencies that we thought could
12  provide expertise to be cooperating agencies.  We have
13  both federal and State agencies.  And we have invited
14  tribes to provide, you know, local knowledge.  The third
15  party contractor, Taylor's team, you know, they have --
16  they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that
17  will be looking at it.  So you know, that's the way that I
18  believe we will address your concern, as I understood it.
19  Yes.
20                  MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: I just wanted to
21  further conclude that there is many permanent residents
22  that live inside these villages along the Kuskokwim and
23  Yukon, and many of them intend to stay permanent.  And the
24  gold mine would be -- or those that mine the gold are just
25  part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and just
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 1  leave while the waste and all the contaminants and the
 2  aftermath of such destruction will further erode and
 3  degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide
 4  to stay behind.
 5                  MR. KUHLE: Fine.  Thank you for that.
 6  I'll take that as a comment for the record.  Yes.
 7                  MR. PETE DRONKERS: Pete Dronkers.  We are
 8  going to put this in writing later, too, but at this time
 9  for the -- as a scoping comment, I'd like to suggest that
10  some of these key areas of concern be addressed with
11  simple fact sheets from whether it's URS or the Corps of
12  Engineers.  I think one of the problems that people always
13  run into is that they feel they have to review literally
14  two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get
15  relatively basic questions answered.  So I'd like to
16  suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water
17  treatment, in particular, as it relates to acid drainage,
18  mercury, both in water and as air emissions, the risks of
19  those be distributed to all stakeholders in simple fact
20  sheets, and then also a lot of the things that other
21  people have brought up such as the impacts of erosion from
22  barge transport and the concern with the window during
23  fishing season where it sounds like there is going to be
24  real conflict there.
25            So I think all these things need to have fact
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 1  sheets that are simple that are just a couple pages long
 2  that are distributed.  A good start would be to everybody
 3  who signed in at every scoping meeting so that every
 4  effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets
 5  that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue
 6  that's often overlooked.
 7            And people last night in Bethel were asking
 8  about this.  How long will water need to be treated at the
 9  mine site after the mine is closed?  And a lot of times
10  the answer can be thousands of years after closure.  And I
11  think people really have to understand the long-term
12  impacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do.  In
13  this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at
14  this point because we don't have good access to prediction
15  data at this part of the process, so we are always told to
16  just wait because it's a process; but sometimes if you
17  wait too long you miss your window to actually affect the
18  process.
19            So I think it's really important that people --
20  a lot of the environmental chemists are saying that the
21  two biggest issues at this mine are mercury and acid
22  drainage.  So it would be very nice if these things were
23  summarized in simple fact sheets and distributed to every
24  known stakeholder.
25                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  I think that's a
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 1  good idea.
 2                  MR. HERMAN MORGAN: Yeah.  My name is
 3  Herman Morgan from Aniak.  I'd like to echo some of the
 4  comments and concerns, you know.  We live here in this
 5  river, and it's very important because it's our way of
 6  life for our fish and environment, you know.  And you guys
 7  are just here for a little while, and then you guys will
 8  go back, too.  I hope you understand how important
 9  protecting our environment is.  You know, all the money in
10  the world can't buy back our way of life and our salmon.
11  Like them barges, they showed us four barges, four
12  barges -- one barge pushing four.  What they call that?
13  Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see
14  now.
15            And we are already having salmon concerns,
16  salmon closures.  And it kind of concerned me when you
17  were asked what effect that has on fish and you said,
18  well, we have to wait and see.  But it seems like if we
19  wait and see, you know, there could be even more damage to
20  our fish with all the turbidity, all that silt where they
21  spawn.  So it's things like that.
22            The tailings dam is going to be pretty big --
23  pretty big dam, pretty big amount of water.  When that dam
24  broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a
25  wheelbarrow.  It killed all the fish in the river.  That's
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 1  how dangerous them chemicals is.  That mercury he's
 2  talking about, it will take one drop per million or per
 3  billion, something like that, you know.  And if the salmon
 4  smell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning
 5  area.
 6            So I hope you guys understand how important our
 7  environment is to us.  I wish there was a way they could
 8  process that ore somewhere else and they could have their
 9  gold and they could have their jobs and we wouldn't have
10  that huge waste pit up there with all the chemicals
11  affecting us all the time.  I hope you guys really
12  understand how important the river is to us.
13            I know I looked at that Fort Knox Gold Mine in
14  Fairbanks.  They are doing it pretty safely but, you know,
15  who knows what could happen around here.  I hope you
16  understand how important that river and the environment is
17  to us.
18                  MR. KUHLE: All right.  Thank you.  Maybe
19  unless there is any specific questions, we could move into
20  the -- taking the comments or the testimony for the
21  record.  If there are any specific questions remaining, or
22  can we go into that?  Yes.
23                  MR. MARK MATTER: I'd like this to go on
24  the record.  I guess I'm curious, have curiosity how the
25  federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, I mean, when


Page 64


 1  you hear Barrick, a major player in this, say that this
 2  project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.
 3                  MR. KUHLE: I'm having a hard time --
 4                  MR. MARK MATTER: Barrick said that this
 5  project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.  When
 6  you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is
 7  no natural gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you
 8  hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies?  They
 9  just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has
10  just no concern at all?  When I hear Barrick say that this
11  doesn't meet their criteria, why do you go through all
12  this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?
13  And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas
14  available in Cook Inlet?  I'm just curious, what goes on
15  in the agencies?  What are they saying to each other?
16  This is kind of a personal question.  What do you say
17  amongst yourselves when you hear things like that?
18                  MR. KUHLE: When we hear --
19                  MR. MARK MATTER: Barrick says it doesn't
20  meet their criteria for investment.  They are the only
21  player that has the money or can get the funding to do a
22  project like this.
23                  MR. KUHLE: We evaluate the project as
24  it's presented to us.
25                  MR. MARK MATTER: I'm just curious if
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 1  there was any talk amongst --
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think there is some
 3  misunderstanding about what Barrick said at the time.
 4  What they said at the time was that it was premature to
 5  make an investment decision in the multibillion dollar
 6  range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals
 7  or whether this was permittable, whether the agency --
 8  they wanted to see the permitting process unfold.
 9             MR. MARK MATTER: Well, their very late
10  releases say it exactly the way I said it, said it does
11  not meet their criteria for investment.
12                  MR. BRELSFORD: What I understood from it
13  was that that was pre-permitted.
14                  MR. MARK MATTER: Because I'm going with
15  Barrick.  Their latest release -- and you can pull their
16  website up right now.  Their latest release said the very
17  same thing on Donlin.  The project is not going ahead
18  because it doesn't meet their criteria.  It's too
19  expensive.  And they can get the project -- I don't know.
20  I guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline.  But
21  there is no natural gas available to even run through the
22  pipeline, first of all.  It just -- it's just confusing to
23  me to see how they can proceed with an EIS when there is
24  no -- they should have something saying we can make a
25  project here.  I don't see that coming from the major
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 1  player here.  It seems like a lot of work for nothing.
 2  You are not going to comment, I know.
 3                  MR. KUHLE: I've said that --
 4                  MR. MARK MATTER: I wish I could read your
 5  mind.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: We are evaluating the project
 7  as it's -- we are evaluating the permit applications that
 8  have been submitted to us.
 9                  MR. PETE DRONKERS: Can we comment off the
10  record?
11                  MR. KUHLE: About whether or not Donlin
12  finds this project feasible?
13                  MR. PETE DRONKERS: Yeah, what he's
14  talking about.
15                  MR. KUHLE: His question is --
16                  MR. PETE DRONKERS: My question is:  Can
17  we comment off the record?
18                  MR. KUHLE: I'm telling you what I know
19  and what my role as the Corps of Engineers and what we are
20  doing.  We have received permit applications for the
21  Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an
22  environmental impact study, and that's what we are doing.
23  It's not my role to evaluate the financial feasibility of
24  the project.
25                  MR. GEORGE MORGAN: George Morgan.  I'll
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 1  do my comment now.  As he mentioned, 2018 we got a project
 2  other than the gold mine project.  We are building a
 3  40-mile heavy-duty haul road between Kalskag and Paimute
 4  in the Yukon through the Portage Mountains.  By 2018 we
 5  are going to get 140 million dollars for that project.
 6  They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides.
 7  That's what we need.  That's what we need for our children
 8  to grow.  This whole project is not about us.  It's about
 9  our kids, these young people.  They are the ones that are
10  going to be working.  Ten years ago they say we will need
11  15,000 new jobs.  Now it's about five more years.  We are
12  going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the mine you
13  build your own docks.  Look at all the people they are
14  going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.
15  That's your own thing.  But we are doing ours, too, for
16  the future of our children.
17            We need to open resources.  We can't keep this
18  whole area closed up.  We never say nothing about the NYAC
19  Gold Mine, the Kako Mine right above Russian Mission, the
20  gold mines up in the Salmon River, the gold mines in
21  McGrath.  You guys are the ones that is coming out with
22  the studies and saying these are the jobs available for
23  our people.  We are not asking for much.  But you who are
24  providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.
25            We can't live on subsistence anymore.  We can't
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 1  even make money on that.  We need these jobs for our young
 2  people.  And this is the exact time we need this.
 3            So thank you for letting me speak, but I think
 4  you guys are doing a good job by having these meetings,
 5  listening to everybody.  But when you say communities,
 6  include the cities because it's not just the tribes living
 7  in that city.  Include them all.  But this is a good
 8  opportunity for jobs for our people.  And that's what we
 9  need.  Why we have all these suicides and stuff, because
10  they have no jobs.
11            All this land, we need to open up some part of
12  it.  We got a million acres.  We are using only 40 acres
13  here to provide 15,000 jobs.  There is going to be so much
14  jobs available, we will have to hire from outside.  Now is
15  a good time to get ready for these jobs.  By the time
16  these graduate, they'll have four- or $500,000,000 worth
17  of projects in this area, which is good, I think.  As long
18  as you --
19            We have a unique water system where all our
20  water comes out of the mountains.  We don't drill down
21  there for water.  It comes out of the mountains.  It's so
22  fresh and pure water that fish come all over and they
23  spawn in our fresh water.  But it's a good opportunity to
24  provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we
25  need.  Thank you.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  Unless there is
 2  any final questions, we will move into the testimony.  We
 3  will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to
 4  provide that, and we will go into that.
 5                  UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: Can we have


 6  a break, please?
 7                  MR. BRELSFORD: Yes.  Take ten minutes.
 8             (A break was taken.)
 9                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  We are going to go into
10  the testimony portion of our evening.  So I'm going to go
11  down through the names of people that indicated they would
12  like to testify.  Some said maybe, but I'll go to them and
13  find out.  The first one I have is Dave Cannon.
14                  MR. DAVE CANNON: Here I am.  Dave Cannon.
15  I guess I know EISs are supposed to consider cumulative
16  effects.  And I know, you know, looking in the future
17  Ouija board stuff trying to figure out what could happen,
18  but George mentioned this project possibly there from
19  Kalskag over to the Yukon.  And my big concern would be,
20  you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen,
21  we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would
22  all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure.  And
23  there has been a lot of other development -- not
24  development -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, all
25  over.  So I think that would allow other development to
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 1  happen that wouldn't have happened normally.
 2            So I'm wondering if or how the EIS process is
 3  going to consider those things, cumulative effects.
 4                  MR. KUHLE: So are you --
 5                  MR. DAVE CANNON: I'm hoping that you can
 6  do that.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Yes.  We
 8  will -- we will do that.
 9                  MR. DAVE CANNON: I know it's hard, but I
10  think it needs to be considered.
11                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Next person
12  is Joe Kameroff, Jr.
13                  MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.: The questions I
14  had was about the gas line.  You know, I mentioned them
15  earlier.  And also about containment of the waste rock and
16  all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's
17  long-term -- how will that affect our region.  And another
18  concern also is the barge traffic, you know.  Us as a
19  community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you
20  know.  Go out moose hunting basically off the river.  And
21  we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence
22  lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with moose and
23  caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.
24                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Joan
25  Walser.
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 1                  MR. DAVE CANNON: I believe she left.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  Brian Stephanoff.
 3                  MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF: I just wanted to
 4  make a comment.  And it was highlighted earlier.  When
 5  development does come into question, the agencies that are
 6  involved should try to get as much employment, workforce
 7  from the surrounding communities to get as many
 8  backgrounds as possible, and should also include the
 9  Alaska Natives and the nonAlaska Natives that are residing
10  within these communities.
11                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Allen --
12                  MR. BRELSFORD: Simeonoff.  Sorry.
13  Simeon.
14                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: My name is Allen Simeon
15  from Aniak.  Your line material that their -- liner used
16  to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or
17  whatnot -- and I used to work up there on Donlin Creek,
18  and I know that a lot of the rock has natural acid in it.
19  And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can live
20  within that acid content.  And I'm wondering if you guys
21  are using only one liner to protect the environment.  Is
22  there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the
23  inside?  One liner is only one liner.  And that material
24  up there leaches already.  And that material would leach
25  right down into the drainage and flow right into the
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 1  Kuskokwim River.  So my question is:  How much protection
 2  is going to be used for all of that hazardous material
 3  from the mining project to keep it contained within that
 4  specific area?
 5                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.
 6                  MR. ALLEN SIMEON: I have another one
 7  there.  What happens with it?  How are you going to get
 8  rid of it?  Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or
 9  evaporate or haul it out and/or what?  And then the other
10  question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have
11  on site.  And like I stated earlier, by rule you don't
12  have to have containment for the whole amount that's
13  there.  And that being in an environment where everything
14  flows downhill back to the Kuskokwim River, and that
15  amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full
16  containment instead of what DEC implies as a rule for fuel
17  or whatever?  That's my question -- questions.
18                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  We will make sure they
19  are addressed.  Thank you.  Pete Dronkers.
20                  MR. PETE DRONKERS: I do have a comment on
21  the perceived loopholes in the Clean Water Act and how
22  that affects the tailings impoundment facility.  It's my
23  understanding -- I don't want to go too far into the weeds
24  here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a
25  waste treatment facility, it does not have to comply with
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 1  discharge standards.  So I'm not wanting to get too far
 2  into the details.  My general comment would be that the
 3  EIS process consider the ultimate potential closure of the
 4  two main Clean Water Act loopholes and how that would
 5  affect the design of the tailings and the placement of the
 6  tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in
 7  closing those loopholes, and that could potentially break
 8  the impact on those plans.  So I'd like the EIS process to
 9  at least consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act
10  would actually affect the mine engineering plans
11  specifically on the waste treatment facility language in
12  the Clean Water Act.
13                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  That's it,
14  unless -- is there any remainder?
15                  MR. MARK LEARY: I didn't see that thing
16  where you could put if you want to comment.  Could I
17  comment?
18                  MR. BRELSFORD: Yes.  Yes, Mark.  Please
19  go ahead.  He said that he didn't see the column to
20  indicate that he wanted to testify.  Now he would like to
21  testify.
22                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Yes, please.  Go ahead.
23                  MR. MARK LEARY: I was quiet in Bethel
24  last night.  I wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.
25  Is he still here?  I've tried to think more about the
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 1  social impacts because I think -- looks to me like there
 2  is plenty of people looking and worrying about the
 3  environmental impacts.  What I have been thinking about is
 4  the 2010 census, Bethel census area.  That means all the
 5  villages on the Kuskokwim and Bethel and some villages on
 6  the coast.  2010 census, 17,000 people.  About half are
 7  under the age of 25.  And we are growing two percent a
 8  year.  We don't see it so much in the middle Kuskokwim,
 9  but two percent a year means 400 more people a year in our
10  region.  That's a whole 'nother village every year in our
11  region.  And they are all young.
12            What are they going to have?  What are we going
13  to do for them?  Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is --
14  I'm sorry, but there is going to be too many people.
15            The other thing I was thinking about, that shift
16  work, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing,
17  that's hard on families, you know.  You miss 50 percent of
18  your family's life.  And I'd like the developers of Donlin
19  Creek -- and I mentioned this to them -- NYAC, you talk to
20  all the old-timers that grew up in NYAC where they built a
21  town around the mine, they have nothing but good memories,
22  you know.  The kids growing up there, you know, a school,
23  everything, store.  I'd like to see -- if this thing goes
24  forward, I'd like to see it go that way, instead of the
25  shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off.  It's hard on
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 1  your family, you know.  That's all.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
 3                  MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: I had my name for


 4  a comment on there.  Annie Lou Williams from Kalskag.
 5                  MR. KUHLE: I missed it, but please go
 6  ahead.  Go ahead.  I somehow missed it.  I'm sorry.
 7                  MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS: I was asked to
 8  comment on the jobs for our young men and women, and
 9  especially the ones that are coming out of high school.
10  But the other concern that they had were the ones that
11  were from the ages of 19 and on up that need training and
12  need to go to school and get educated in the fields that
13  will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin.  One
14  of the things that he said was would Aniak be a
15  possibility place where we can have people coming and
16  training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy
17  equipment and the welders and all these other things that
18  need to be accomplished by our young men and women in the
19  coming future.
20            What I saw earlier was 27 years.  Just think how
21  many men and women and young adults can get an education,
22  get training and get into those positions.  Because when
23  you go to a village right now, you look at an application,
24  and most of the time they just say graduated from high
25  school.  I'm a laborer or just menial jobs.  And then all


Page 76


 1  the other high-paid position jobs are from out of our
 2  villages.  I would like to see that turn around where it
 3  would show that the young men and women from the villages
 4  are getting the jobs because what I heard was over 5,000
 5  jobs or more.
 6            So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be
 7  enough people on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, and they
 8  would have to go outside in order to get qualified workers
 9  up at Donlin.  If it's true or not, I have no idea.  But
10  it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools with
11  our communities up and down the Kuskokwim and getting a
12  lot of this training besides all this other information
13  that we are getting.  Maybe Donlin can look into this.  I
14  know they have done a tremendous job of having workers on
15  and off at Donlin.  So let's look at our other young men
16  and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting
17  education to further enhancing their job skills instead of
18  just the low-paying ones.
19                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.
20                  MR. RAYMOND PETERSON: Ray Peterson.
21  Teachers here do know that I get -- when I get a chance to
22  talk to the students here about education, which is very,
23  very important, and we have qualified teachers that do all
24  of that.  But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later
25  or something.  And that don't work out.  So in that
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 1  category, you know, if they would just go right on, they
 2  can figure out ways to get scholarships and everything,
 3  and go get your education because once you learn, nobody
 4  can take it away from you.  Like mine, electronics, I got
 5  it.  I got a degree in that, but I got so many other
 6  things I've done in my lifetime.
 7            And so I'd like to more and more come see the
 8  kids again, you know, because right now I have been
 9  lacking, but I will do it.  And grade school is where I go
10  to, also, tell them stories and let them know what --
11  education, how important it is.  Don't be lazy.  Do it.
12  Thank you.
13                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
14                  MR. JON WARD: I've heard they are going
15  to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy
16  equipment training.
17                  MR. KUHLE: Any final comments?
18                  MR. MARK MATTER: I comment that I think
19  of the years living here -- Taylor knows.  He used to live
20  here -- actually, I've sat alongside of him fighting for
21  subsistence rights for the Board of Game and everybody
22  else that we do need some development out here, and mining
23  is the best avenue.  That's a given.
24            But I get just a little bit disillusioned when I
25  hear flipping reports about developing this mine from the
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 1  big players.  I'd really love to see Barrick come out here
 2  and address this because they are the player.  They are
 3  the ones to get funding.  We do need it.  Mining is the
 4  best thing for this area.  There is nothing else that
 5  could even come close to bring in the development we need
 6  for the young people, plain and simple.  So we have to
 7  work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate
 8  and get the mine going.
 9            And we can still protect subsistence.  The State
10  is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities.
11  So I'm sure they can be accommodating if their management
12  plan is developed properly, or a new one.
13            And that's about all I've got to say.  I would
14  like to see the major player come in and encourage us a
15  little bit.
16                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Anybody
17  else?
18                  MR. DARYL MCKINDY: Daryl McKindy.  Along
19  with -- going with all the employment that would be going
20  around also, out here in rural Alaska we got a lot of -- a
21  lot of educated people with operating skills, electrical
22  skills who are nonunion workers or not in a union.  And as
23  soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be
24  in a union to get work.  So I'd like to see all the --
25  looking at other towns out here in rural Alaska, also.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: All right.  Thank you.  Any
 2  final comments?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And again,
 3  there is more information on our website,
 4  donlingoldeis.com, or you can feel free -- the contact
 5  information I gave earlier, feel free to contact me.
 6  Thanks again for coming.
 7                  MR. BRELSFORD: I wonder if I could take a
 8  quick second and also thanks a lot for the folks who have
 9  come tonight.  Many of you knew my family when we were
10  here with young kids and so on, and you all have been
11  friends and folks who have held us up through some
12  difficult times.  It's wonderful to come back.  This is an
13  important project.  It's very important to come and offer
14  the comments.
15            And peek over our shoulders.  Make sure we are
16  doing a good job on this technical report.  I look forward
17  to coming back to talk with you some more.  There were a
18  lot of good issues, a lot of very helpful suggestions.
19  The fact sheet idea is one I want to go to work on.
20            I think it's been an enormously successful
21  evening together.  I know meetings wear on folks.  So
22  thank you very much for putting your effort together with
23  us tonight.  This has been really valuable.
24             (Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m.)
25                    REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
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 1            I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
   
 2  the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
   
 3            That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
   
 4  me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
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 7  that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Annie Lou, could we invite
  


 3   you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good
  


 4   frame of mind for tonight?
  


 5             (Invocation offered by Annie Lou Williams.)
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Good evening, and welcome to
  


 7   the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
  


 8   environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My
  


 9   name is Don Kuhle with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
  


10   and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  We also have a
  


11   number of cooperating agencies here who will participate
  


12   in the EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.
  


13   So I'll take a moment and ask them to introduce
  


14   themselves.
  


15                   MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  I want to say
  


16   thank you for coming out tonight.  My name is Douglas
  


17   Ballou.  I'm the assistant field manager with the
  


18   Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Management,
  


19   and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline
  


20   that will be covering about a third of federal land on its
  


21   way to Donlin.  So I'll be available after the meeting if
  


22   you want to interact, have any questions.  And again,
  


23   thanks for coming out.
  


24                   MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is
  


25   Mark Jen.  I'm with the United States Environmental
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 1   Protection Agency in the Anchorage office.  And we are a
  


 2   cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps
  


 3   of Engineers in developing an environmental impact
  


 4   statement and to analyze the environmental impacts
  


 5   associated with the Donlin Gold Project.  So we are here
  


 6   to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so
  


 7   that we can better evaluate those in the EIS document.
  


 8   Thanks.
  


 9                   MR. BRUNO:  Jeff Bruno with the State of
  


10   Alaska.  I've got a couple of people from the Department
  


11   of Natural Resources.  Jason with the pipeline office, he
  


12   can answer a lot of questions about the pipeline.  Sarah
  


13   Yoder with Health and Social Services, she's working with
  


14   the health impact assessment on this project.  And we are
  


15   here as a cooperating agency on the EIS and here to answer
  


16   any of your questions and hear the comments.  So please
  


17   ask us any questions you have.
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  And our third-party
  


19   contractor.
  


20                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm Taylor Brelsford, and
  


21   it's great to be back in Aniak after a lot of years.  I've
  


22   now taken -- I work with URS Corporation, and we are the
  


23   third-party contractor providing the technical backup to
  


24   the Army Corps in preparing this EIS.
  


25                   MR. ALEXIE:  My name's Moxie Alexie.  I
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 1   work with Taylor as part of the EIS team.  I work for URS
  


 2   Environmental.
  


 3                   MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  You want the tribes?
  


 4   Did you want the tribes?
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Sure.  I didn't
  


 6   realize we had -- yes.
  


 7                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm Dave Cannon.  I'm
  


 8   the environmental director with Native Village of
  


 9   Napaimute, and we are a cooperating agency.
  


10                   MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm Lisa Feyereisen
  


11   and I'm with Chuathbaluk Traditional Council, and we are a
  


12   cooperating agency.
  


13                   MR. MARK LEARY:  I'm Mark.  Everybody
  


14   knows me, maybe.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  Ready?  Okay.  Okay.  We will
  


16   move into our program.  Feel free to ask any questions as
  


17   we go along.  If you do ask a question, though, please
  


18   identify yourself for the record so that our court
  


19   reporter can get your name correctly.  And also make sure
  


20   that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference
  


21   to make sure she gets the spelling right.
  


22             Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide
  


23   you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We
  


24   have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk
  


25   about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EIS
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 1   project milestones.  After that we want to provide a basic
  


 2   overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.
  


 3   And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of
  


 4   inviting your comments on the project.  And we encourage
  


 5   you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
  


 6             We are here tonight because Donlin Gold has
  


 7   proposed an open pit gold mine located ten miles north of
  


 8   Crooked Creek, which is a community on the Kuskokwim
  


 9   River.  And in order to comply with the National
  


10   Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers
  


11   is preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the potential
  


12   impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent
  


13   of the project, and the EIS will be used in making permit
  


14   decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  Scoping
  


15   meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
  


16             This map gives an orientation to the project
  


17   area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north
  


18   of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
  


19   It's a remote area with little development to date and no
  


20   existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing
  


21   transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is
  


22   concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine
  


23   would require all new infrastructure, including roads, a
  


24   pipeline.  All of that would be subject to permitting
  


25   before they could proceed.
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 1             This map gives an idea of the logistics and
  


 2   supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
  


 3   logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from the
  


 4   west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in
  


 5   Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then
  


 6   again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go
  


 7   to Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And fuel and
  


 8   supplies will be off-loaded at a new barge landing in
  


 9   Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in
  


10   natural gas for the mill.
  


11             So we are now going to turn to the EIS process,
  


12   and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
  


13   place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
  


14   requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly
  


15   affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this
  


16   case, Donlin Gold has submitted permit applications under
  


17   section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
  


18   Rivers and Harbors Act.  An issuance of these permits
  


19   would be a major federal action and would require an EIS
  


20   to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed
  


21   project.
  


22             The EIS, along with other applicable laws and
  


23   regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies
  


24   to make their permit decisions.  And in addition -- yes.
  


25                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I have a question
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 1   on the sections there.  Do you have an act for a land
  


 2   management act?  Because it's going to be on the land,
  


 3   too, you know.
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  An act for the land
  


 5   management?
  


 6                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Isn't there
  


 7   something like for something affecting the land?  Like up
  


 8   on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting
  


 9   the land and the way of --
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, there is a lot of
  


11   different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for
  


12   protecting lands and waters.
  


13                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I just see the
  


14   water is on there.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  That's because the
  


16   reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers,
  


17   those are the two laws that we have jurisdiction under,
  


18   and that's what brought us into -- into the project and
  


19   why we are doing the EIS, why we are the lead agency.
  


20   Other agencies that are involved have their own
  


21   jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permits.  The
  


22   State, for example, and BLM will have to issue right of
  


23   way permits for the pipeline.  So there -- and under --
  


24   under NEPA and under our other project review procedures,
  


25   we consider, you know, impacts to other resources besides
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 1   water, you know.  You know, interests -- and it would
  


 2   include probably, you know, whatever land resources or
  


 3   values that you are thinking about.
  


 4                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  It would be like
  


 5   animals, plants and --
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Right.  That will all be
  


 7   considered under the EIS.  I think I -- well, I've
  


 8   probably got just one more thing.  I think maybe I started
  


 9   saying this.  I'm not sure.  But in addition to complying
  


10   with NEPA, the Corps is also required to complete a public
  


11   interest review, and an analysis under section 404(b)(1)
  


12   of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the
  


13   least environmentally damaging practical alternative.  And
  


14   we will incorporate the information necessary for these
  


15   determinations in the EIS.
  


16             This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and
  


17   the regional organization will work together on the EIS,
  


18   and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EIS based
  


19   on their permitting responsibilities or special expertise.
  


20   As an example, the project would occur on BLM and on State
  


21   of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to
  


22   issue right-of-way permits for the use of those lands.
  


23   And the tribal governments and the regional organization
  


24   are participating to contribute specialized knowledge
  


25   about the local area resources and land use.
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 1             The Donlin Gold project will require a large
  


 2   number of federal permits and consultations, and this
  


 3   slide provides six examples.  I'll mention two of them and
  


 4   invite you to read the rest of them yourselves.  First,
  


 5   since the project would place fill in wetlands and other
  


 6   waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make
  


 7   section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not to
  


 8   authorize the fill.  And as another example, since a
  


 9   portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM
  


10   will need to evaluate the right-of-way application.  You
  


11   can find a more comprehensive list of all the required
  


12   permits in the Donlin Gold application on the project
  


13   website.
  


14             This slide shows there are also many permits
  


15   required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of
  


16   State government are noted here.  For example, over 60
  


17   percent of the pipeline would be installed on State land,
  


18   so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a
  


19   right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental
  


20   Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
  


21   air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game
  


22   has permitting responsibilities to protect habitat.
  


23             Some of you may be familiar already with the
  


24   steps in preparing an EIS, and the diagram at the right
  


25   side of our slide here shows six major steps that we will
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 1   be taking from now through November of 2015.  The Record
  


 2   of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was
  


 3   published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.
  


 4                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Notice of Intent.  The
  


 5   Notice of Intent was in December of 2011.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  What did I say?
  


 7                   MR. BRELSFORD:  You said Record of
  


 8   Decision.  We are going to wrap up early, man.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  The Notice
  


10   of Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal
  


11   Register on December 14th of last year.  And so we -- the
  


12   scoping process began with the Notice of Intent, and it
  


13   will go through March 29, 2013.  And part of that is this
  


14   meeting here tonight.  We have meetings and take comments.
  


15   You can provide comments here and you can also get
  


16   information and comments from our website and in
  


17   newsletters that go out.  Comments and information that we
  


18   receive will be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is
  


19   estimated to be finished by August 2014.  That's just an
  


20   estimate at this point.  It could change, but that's the
  


21   best estimate at this point.
  


22             Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have
  


23   another round of public hearings and a public review
  


24   period which will take comments on the draft.  Those will
  


25   be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to
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 1   be completed by October 2015.  And the Corps of Engineers
  


 2   and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their
  


 3   decisionmaking process and will prepare their own Records
  


 4   of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.
  


 5             I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles.
  


 6   Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period
  


 7   and review of the draft EIS.  And those are the best
  


 8   opportunities for you to provide comments.  Any comments
  


 9   that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the
  


10   draft EIS.
  


11             The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
  


12   information and to listen to residents in the affected
  


13   region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  First
  


14   is to share information about the proposed project.  And
  


15   we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation.  You
  


16   can also find information, as I said, on the website and
  


17   in the newsletters.
  


18             The second purpose is to provide information
  


19   about EIS milestones, and that's what we showed in the
  


20   previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EIS
  


21   process.  The next two are to identify issues and concerns
  


22   to examine in the EIS and to identify useful information
  


23   from communities.  And we are counting on you to help us
  


24   with these last two.  We would like to know what you would
  


25   like to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any
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 1   information that we can use to make informed decisions.
  


 2             Here is the schedule for scoping meetings.  We
  


 3   are in the first round here where we are starting with
  


 4   villages closest to the project.  The second week will be
  


 5   focused on the lower Kuskokwim River.  The third week we
  


 6   will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.
  


 7   And the final round includes the middle Yukon and the
  


 8   upper Kuskokwim River.
  


 9             This map is a bit busy, but the color scheme
  


10   represents how many subregions of the project there are in
  


11   the project area, and they help to show how the scoping
  


12   plan was developed.  For example, the orange dots show The
  


13   Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest the proposed
  


14   project.  This subregion that we are holding meetings in,
  


15   Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site
  


16   and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub.  For the
  


17   other subregions, meetings will similarly be held in the
  


18   subregional hubs.
  


19             We will stop here to see if anybody has any
  


20   questions to this point on the EIS process.
  


21                   MR. MARK MATTER:  You said this mostly
  


22   concerns the pipeline?  The Corps of Engineers, you are
  


23   just looking at the pipeline on the EIS?
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  No, no.  We are looking at the
  


25   entire project.  Pipeline is one part of it.
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 1                   MR. MARK MATTER:  I guess my question
  


 2   would be for DNR.  Are they relooking at the Kuskokwim
  


 3   Area Management Plan on this study or not?  Because we
  


 4   have a Kuskokwim Area Management Plan, and I just wonder
  


 5   how that's being addressed in this process.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  So you are asking if the
  


 7   State --
  


 8                   MR. MARK MATTER:  DNR is --
  


 9                   MR. BRUNO:  They are looking at it.  It's
  


10   in their queue.  I think it's the next one that they are
  


11   supposed to be taking a look at.  No guarantees on this,
  


12   but I think this is going to push it to a priority for
  


13   them is what I have been told.  And that's the RADS
  


14   department is the name of them.  They are the ones that
  


15   run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going
  


16   to push up their priorities.
  


17                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  How long does something
  


18   like that take?
  


19                   MR. JASON WALSH:  It takes three to four
  


20   years roughly for an area plan from its beginning to its
  


21   completion.
  


22                   MR. MARK MATTER:  I understand that you
  


23   haven't started yet.  It would have to be started in order
  


24   for the State to issue permits and stuff.
  


25                   MR. BRUNO:  They would not start that to
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 1   issue the permits.
  


 2                   MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  Are they two
  


 3   independent processes or are they overlapping?
  


 4                   MR. BRUNO:  They are two independent
  


 5   processes.
  


 6                   MR. JASON WALSH:  The State doesn't need
  


 7   the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that
  


 8   plan stands until such time that the new area plan has
  


 9   been adopted.  So any permitting that's going to be issued
  


10   will use the old plan as guidance.
  


11                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  When was that plan done
  


12   though, the existing plan?
  


13                   MR. JASON WALSH:  I don't know.
  


14                   MR. BRUNO:  I can find that out for you.
  


15                   MR. JASON WALSH:  It's on their website,
  


16   and I'm sure -- I would guess it's in the mid '80s.  But
  


17   it is on their website.
  


18                   MR. BRELSFORD:  The question is:  What
  


19   kind of land management plans would govern decisions for
  


20   the entire project?  And the Kuskokwim Area Plan is one
  


21   very good example, but there are several other management
  


22   plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for example, that
  


23   would also -- State land management plans, and then the
  


24   BLM has a land management plan.  And in each case the
  


25   permit decisions would have to act in concert with the
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 1   land management plans.
  


 2             So in some of the permit application materials
  


 3   from Donlin, there is actually a fairly detailed listing
  


 4   of what the land management plans are that would affect
  


 5   permit decisions for the pipeline and the mine site and
  


 6   then down on the transportation corridor to Jungjuk.
  


 7             So land use planning is one layer of background
  


 8   information that has to be considered in the permit
  


 9   decisions.
  


10                   MR. MARK MATTER:  It's just my hope that
  


11   they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on
  


12   looking to say it's a violation of our existing management
  


13   plan and postpone it another couple years or something
  


14   along those lines.  In other words, get the lead out and
  


15   not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it
  


16   violates the plan or not, I guess.
  


17                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Good discussion.  Thank
  


18   you.  Other questions about the EIS?
  


19                   MR. JON WARD:  Jon Ward from Aniak.  I
  


20   have lived here many, many years.  Where is Jungjuk?
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe there is
  


22   anything there right now.  It's -- you would -- you could
  


23   look at the map here.  There would be a 30-mile road
  


24   constructed from Jungjuk to the mine site.  It's downriver
  


25   from Crooked Creek.  I don't know exactly how many river
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 1   miles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek.  And it
  


 2   would require a 30-mile road from there to the mine site.
  


 3                   MR. JON WARD:  The old government cabin,
  


 4   they call it?
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure what's there.
  


 6                   MR. MARK LEARY:  It's up around the bend
  


 7   from Oskawalik.
  


 8                   MR. RAY PETERSON:  I think it's the area
  


 9   below -- around Canoe Village area over, right?  This side
  


10   of Horn Mountain.
  


11                   MR. BRIAN KUHLE:  Brian Stephanoff from
  


12   Russian Mission.  I've got a question about the EIS
  


13   process.  It seems when I looked at the map that it
  


14   crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim.  I
  


15   counted five.  And I was wondering if salmon habitat has
  


16   also been pulled into question within this EIS.
  


17   Furthermore, crossing over salmon streams and going back
  


18   to indigenous knowledge, indigenous land use, will these
  


19   rights-of-way on the roads affect or limit the traditional
  


20   and customary uses over these landscapes and waterways or
  


21   that will hinder the -- a family's ability within these
  


22   nearby communities to go and freely harvest their foods,
  


23   these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess your first
  


25   question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the salmon
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 1   fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.
  


 2   And traditional and customary uses will be also considered
  


 3   in the EIS.  If you have any specific information
  


 4   regarding a specific salmon run or a fishery or your own
  


 5   personal use, I would encourage you to submit those
  


 6   comments to us, you know, either on our website or we will
  


 7   tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the
  


 8   number of ways you can submit your comments.  But you
  


 9   know, we would like to know about any information you have
  


10   in those regards.
  


11                   MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Russian Mission is
  


12   on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed.  And looking
  


13   at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and
  


14   Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up
  


15   the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many
  


16   people living along the lower Yukon.  Salmon habitat is
  


17   also a very important and critical issue.  I believe that
  


18   some of -- some of the five species of salmon here to date
  


19   have been on the affected list.  I'm not sure if they are
  


20   a threatened species or impacted species, but --
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess I can assure you we
  


22   are not going to limit our evaluation to one side of the
  


23   divide.  We are not going to limit it to the Kuskokwim
  


24   drainage.  We will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.
  


25                   MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  One last comment.
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 1   When digging for any kind of soil and you run into a
  


 2   burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural
  


 3   patrimony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian
  


 4   Mission and Aniak have these longstanding ties that
  


 5   predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of
  


 6   10,000 years.  So it would be nice if -- if any kind of --
  


 7   if these types of questions also be included in the EIS
  


 8   because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for
  


 9   example, a spear point or run into human remains, it would
  


10   be best to include these villagers that are tied in
  


11   ancestrally to these grounds.
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess I can say that,
  


13   you know, when we issue permits, that we include
  


14   conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources,
  


15   that they stop to allow them to be evaluated, that they
  


16   notify us.  I guess I'm not sure if I followed your entire
  


17   question.  Are you also asking that local villages be
  


18   notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that
  


19   those exist?
  


20                   MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  This free and
  


21   informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a
  


22   human remain, if there is a possibility.  That's all I was
  


23   commenting on.
  


24                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, I think it's
  


25   helpful to mention that cultural resources are one of the
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 1   technical study areas prior to the permitting.  So there
  


 2   is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a
  


 3   comprehensive study of cultural resources along the
  


 4   project area.  That then becomes a section in the EIS, and
  


 5   it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to
  


 6   those cultural resources.  And then finally there are
  


 7   protective measures or mitigation measures, and these can
  


 8   even be permit conditions, like Don was just saying, where
  


 9   there is a protocol for the proper handling of any
  


10   discovered cultural resources, unanticipated discoveries.
  


11   And those do often include consultation with local
  


12   communities.  There is actually separate legislation and
  


13   consultation requirements regarding cultural resources.
  


14             So I think you are raising a good point.  And
  


15   the answer is that this is a topic well within the EIS.
  


16                   MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Thank you.
  


17                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  Question on if anybody
  


18   wants to delve into the baseline information, the streams
  


19   that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or
  


20   wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  Have you been on our website
  


22   yet?
  


23                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  I have, yeah.
  


24                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think the answer to
  


25   that is at the current time the baseline studies report,
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 1   the environmental evaluation document is not quite
  


 2   complete.  So the EIS team is working with parts of that
  


 3   report.  Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating
  


 4   agencies.  And this is a description of the baseline
  


 5   studies, baseline conditions.  Then there is another
  


 6   chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential
  


 7   impacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin
  


 8   Gold, with the applicant.
  


 9             My understanding is once that complete report is
  


10   available, we would post it on the website.  That would
  


11   become a publicly available document.  So when it's
  


12   completed -- and that's not a long time from now -- when
  


13   the complete document is available, it is to be posted on
  


14   the website.
  


15                   MR. RYAN MARONEY:  This is Ryan Maroney.
  


16   Would the actual data be posted, as well, or only the
  


17   report and analysis of the data?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  I think -- I'm not sure
  


19   exactly which data you are interested in, but I believe
  


20   that, you know, the wetlands data was, like, seven
  


21   gigabytes of data, and I think we decided that if anybody
  


22   wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to
  


23   get it to them.  As far as other data, I guess --
  


24                   MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My question was
  


25   specifically all of it because during the time of
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 1   collection requests were made to Donlin to share that
  


 2   information, and they said they would share it at the time
  


 3   that they filed the permit.  So I was just curious if that
  


 4   would be shared via the Corps or separately.
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  Our intent is to make data
  


 6   available.  If it's not on the website yet, we will try to
  


 7   get it on there.  If it's too much -- like I said, seven
  


 8   gigabytes of data.  But if you wanted to review that, we
  


 9   would find a way to make it available to you.
  


10                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a detail
  


11   question we need to be a little careful and do this
  


12   step-wise.  Don is first referring to the wetlands permit
  


13   application, and it has quite extensive data on the
  


14   wetlands.  That is a public document.  And we haven't
  


15   posted it on the website because of the size, but we
  


16   invite special requests.  And we are able to transmit the
  


17   permit applications.
  


18             When a company goes to the government and says
  


19   we want to build something, do something, that permit and
  


20   all of its data in the permit is a public document.  Now,
  


21   the technical studies underlying the environmental
  


22   evaluation report, I don't actually know the current
  


23   status of whether all those technical studies are slated
  


24   for release or not.  But I think what's helpful tonight is
  


25   to take it as a scoping comment and for us to evaluate and
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 1   explore whether all of the technical studies, the
  


 2   environmental baseline studies could be released and what
  


 3   the mechanism for that might be.
  


 4             But I don't want us to get out -- I don't want
  


 5   to answer a question that we don't really know the answer
  


 6   to.  So let's treat it as a request as a question that
  


 7   would be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and
  


 8   the EIS leadership.
  


 9             I think you have got another question.
  


10                   MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  I'd
  


11   like to second that in terms of every piece of baseline
  


12   data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access format
  


13   on-line for people because one problem is that certain
  


14   documents are sometimes available, but certain ones are
  


15   very difficult to come by.  And I know seven gigabytes is
  


16   a lot, but it can be broken down.  If there is a will,
  


17   there is a way to do that.  And so I'd like to make that a
  


18   scoping comment, as well, that every piece of information
  


19   that's available to any agency personnel internally should
  


20   also be available to anybody else.
  


21                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Duly noted.
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  I'll take that under
  


23   consideration.  Any other questions?
  


24                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Maybe we are ready to move
  


25   on.  The next section is going to be the project and its
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 1   components.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move now to a
  


 3   summary of the mining project proposed by Donlin Gold.
  


 4   Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two large
  


 5   international mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.
  


 6   And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands owned by
  


 7   two Alaska Native corporations.  The Calista Corporation
  


 8   is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is
  


 9   the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a very large
  


10   project.  They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of
  


11   gold per year for a time frame of 27 and a half years of
  


12   production.  And they will be processing 59,000 tons of
  


13   ore each day.
  


14             We have already noted that Donlin Gold would be
  


15   located in a remote part of the state stretching from Cook
  


16   Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home to some
  


17   66 communities that might be affected by the project.  In
  


18   many communities the project might affect lands and
  


19   resources that are used for subsistence and other
  


20   livelihood activities.  This project will face an
  


21   extensive set of legal requirements, including many
  


22   permits and many agencies involved.
  


23             The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a
  


24   time line from exploration through closure.  Donlin has
  


25   worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
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 1   for 16 years prior to submitting their permit
  


 2   applications, and we are now starting the three-year
  


 3   permitting period, the first step of which is the scoping
  


 4   meetings.  That's why we are here tonight for a scoping
  


 5   meeting.
  


 6             At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
  


 7   agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If
  


 8   permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
  


 9   three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
  


10   and a half years of operations.
  


11             At the conclusion of the active life of the
  


12   mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and
  


13   reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
  


14   facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste
  


15   treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility
  


16   and the waste rock storage facilities.  The lands would be
  


17   recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.
  


18             I'll turn to the major components of the
  


19   project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.
  


20   The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the
  


21   Trans-Alaska Pipeline system.  It would be a cold pipe.
  


22   It would not generate heat and would not damage the
  


23   permafrost.
  


24             Where it crosses eight major rivers, the
  


25   pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
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 1   horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the
  


 2   center photo on the top of the slide.  This technique
  


 3   would be used among the other crossings to be used to
  


 4   cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.
  


 5             The image of a block valve on the right side of
  


 6   the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not
  


 7   be fenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to
  


 8   subsistence uses areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed
  


 9   every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring
  


10   and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process
  


11   would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The
  


12   design would allow access, but after construction, no
  


13   improved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water
  


14   crossings.
  


15             This slide shows the pipeline would start at
  


16   Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west
  


17   along the foothills of the Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim
  


18   River Valley, continue west to the mine site at Crooked
  


19   Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State
  


20   lands, 34 percent BLM lands, ten percent Native
  


21   corporation land.
  


22             If you would note the blue segments where an
  


23   alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge
  


24   and the Alaska Range.  This would separate from the
  


25   original proposal at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary
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 1   alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
  


 2   notified the Corps that this alternative is under
  


 3   consideration, and they will be examining it during
  


 4   geotechnical investigations this coming summer.
  


 5             This slide shows the project components at the
  


 6   mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of those.
  


 7   Number one on the slide is the open pit which would
  


 8   eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long,
  


 9   one mile wide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the
  


10   mine life.
  


11             Number two is the tailings impoundment,
  


12   technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.
  


13   It would cover about 2,350 acres.  That would be about
  


14   three and a half square miles.  And the tailings are the
  


15   powder-like material that's left after the gold has been
  


16   removed in the mill.
  


17             Number three is the waste rock facility, which
  


18   would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the
  


19   rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.
  


20             These major facilities support the mill and
  


21   would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.
  


22             This is an overview of the major transportation
  


23   infrastructure.  The project would require new or expanded
  


24   port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to
  


25   river barges.  The barges would proceed up the Kuskokwim


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







28


  
 1   River to a new barge landing that would be constructed at
  


 2   Jungjuk, and from there they would be taken by -- there
  


 3   would be a new 30-mile road to the mine site.  Also at the
  


 4   mine site would be, or near the mine site, a new
  


 5   5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mine site would be a
  


 6   40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.
  


 7             This is the proposed barge landing at Jungjuk.
  


 8   And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank
  


 9   and about 1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total
  


10   of 26 acres.
  


11                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre.
  


12   How much barge traffic would be expected?
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm going to get to that here
  


14   in just a --
  


15                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question.  Here comes
  


16   the answer.
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  The Donlin Gold project
  


18   would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim River to
  


19   transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to
  


20   power the large mining equipment and trucks at the mine.
  


21   And the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  There would
  


22   be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be
  


23   about three barge tow passings per day.  It would be most
  


24   likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any
  


25   given day.  There would be four barges per tow.  It would
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 1   be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58
  


 2   fuel barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550
  


 3   tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons
  


 4   each.  And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and
  


 5   the number of barge loads would be roughly the same during
  


 6   both the construction and the operations periods.
  


 7                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  So just about anywhere
  


 8   you are on the river there is a chance you will see three
  


 9   barges a day whether you are --
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Three barge tows.  Each tow
  


11   would have four barges, yes.
  


12                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  At any given point on
  


13   the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average
  


14   you would see three, two up, one down and vice versa?
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  That's my understanding, yes.
  


16                   MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  How are they
  


17   analyzing the impacts of that traffic on the -- I mean, is
  


18   there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they
  


19   analyzing the impact of that on the river, the silt, the
  


20   fish, et cetera, et cetera?
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  I think a good part of that
  


22   will be based on comments that are -- that we receive on
  


23   the concerns that are out there, and --
  


24                   MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  There is no --
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't know offhand.  I
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 1   expect maybe Taylor probably knows better than I do what's
  


 2   been done so far.
  


 3                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Only because I'm five
  


 4   pages ahead in the study plans than Don is.  But there is
  


 5   actually an analysis.  This could be broken into several
  


 6   components.  The physical component which would look at
  


 7   hydrology, erosion and sedimentation effects of barge
  


 8   traffic.  So there is a baseline study having to do with
  


 9   erosion and sedimentation in the Kuskokwim River.  Then
  


10   the biological component would be the potential for
  


11   impacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to
  


12   wildlife.  And I don't remember a baseline.  I don't know
  


13   the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be
  


14   analyzed in the EIS.  And then the third category would be
  


15   displacement of existing uses.  So river travel,
  


16   commercial fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would
  


17   be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic
  


18   would have.
  


19             So there is some base -- it would be good to say
  


20   some of the baseline data has been examined and it forms
  


21   the foundation for this analysis and estimate of impacts
  


22   that will come in the draft EIS.
  


23                   MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  So where in the
  


24   thousands and thousands and thousands of pages is that
  


25   analysis found?  In Chapter 3?
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 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm trying to remember
  


 2   where I read this and when.  So the environmental
  


 3   evaluation document baseline conditions does have a
  


 4   section with some diagrams and maps of the erosion and
  


 5   sedimentation dynamics in the Kuskokwim River.  They also
  


 6   in the biological section have a set of observations about
  


 7   birds and some other wildlife under baseline conditions in
  


 8   the Kuskokwim River occurrence, frequency, distribution as
  


 9   it is now.  And that would then be the basis for the
  


10   future, the estimate of change.
  


11                   MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I guess I don't know
  


12   if I'm articulating myself.  My question is:  Did they do
  


13   a baseline study by following a barge up the river and see
  


14   what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do
  


15   they just do a study that these are how many birds we have
  


16   at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?
  


17   How did they analyze the impact of the barge?
  


18                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I haven't seen the
  


19   effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects
  


20   document.  I was only responding to the question about
  


21   what kind of baseline material was there.  We have got
  


22   some follow-up questions, so I want to be courteous in
  


23   this.  George had his hand up in a second and then we can
  


24   come back to you, Mark, if that's okay.  And Lisa, are we
  


25   good for a second?  We may have to come back to this in
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 1   additional discussion?
  


 2                   MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm just wondering
  


 3   if you could point out where I could find it.
  


 4                   MR. BRELSFORD:  You have Chapter 3 as a
  


 5   cooperating agency, the environmental effects document in
  


 6   Chapter 3.  So it's going to be towards the front of it in
  


 7   the section on the physical environment for erosion and
  


 8   sedimentation, some of the river hydrology baseline
  


 9   material.
  


10             George, go ahead.
  


11                   MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan from
  


12   Kalskag.  We have three or four barge lines in the river
  


13   already.  My concern is, where do they dump their water
  


14   and sewer in the barges?  Right now they just dump them
  


15   into the river.  Is this going to be a policy here where
  


16   you don't dump into the river, have septic tanks or you
  


17   can go to villages and dump your water and sewer.  Don't
  


18   dump it into the river.  That's my concern.
  


19                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Good comment.  I think
  


20   Mark was next.
  


21                   MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary, Napaimute.
  


22   Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the
  


23   Crowley barge on a few trips collecting information.
  


24   That's how they built some of the planning.  That's what
  


25   little bit I know.
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 1                   MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou
  


 2   Williams from Kalskag.  Correct me if I'm hearing wrong,
  


 3   but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you
  


 4   will be seeing them wherever you are?
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  No, you wouldn't -- you
  


 6   couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.
  


 7                   MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean if I
  


 8   was in Bethel or if I was in Aniak or even in Kalskag I
  


 9   would see three a day come by no matter where I was?
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  If you sat on the bank for 24
  


11   hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either
  


12   up or down.
  


13                   MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  And then three
  


14   more coming down the next day?
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  No.  It might be two up and
  


16   one down or one up and two down most likely, I suppose.
  


17   That would be the most likely scenario.
  


18                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  Annie asked you if the
  


19   next day you would see the three again.  Every day three
  


20   would go by.
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  No, you know, that's -- I
  


22   think if you add up the total estimated amount, they have
  


23   allowed some for logistics and, you know, it probably
  


24   won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you
  


25   know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational
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 1   plan is, as I understand it, would allow -- that would be
  


 2   the most likely scenario.
  


 3                   MR. MARK LEARY:  One thing they learned --
  


 4   and I'd like to hear more about it -- is there are some
  


 5   spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow.  They
  


 6   have to stop, break two off, push two through, come back,
  


 7   get the other two.
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess I'm not aware
  


 9   of that.  I would ask that you make a comment to that, you
  


10   know, submit that comment to us one way or another,
  


11   either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the
  


12   website or e-mail it to me so that we can be sure to get
  


13   that into the record.
  


14                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me respond to this,
  


15   and then we will continue the questions.  There is
  


16   actually a transportation plan that is mentioned in one of
  


17   the permit documents.  It was not completed as of the end
  


18   of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details.  What
  


19   we are providing here is really a pretty rough estimate,
  


20   but I do know that a more detailed plan for the
  


21   transportation process is under preparation.  And when
  


22   that's available, it would be posted on the website the
  


23   same as the other permit application documents.  So I
  


24   think there is still a lot to learn about the details of
  


25   the barging process.
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 1             Many of the comments tonight belong in the
  


 2   record as scoping questions that need to be examined.  We
  


 3   need to look more deeply into this and have much more
  


 4   information about it by the time we get to the EIS.
  


 5             So there was -- I think Jacques was in line for
  


 6   a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then
  


 7   Raymond Peterson.
  


 8                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Are you guys going
  


 9   to compare other rivers that have experienced large growth
  


10   like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Other rivers that have --
  


12                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Well, since we
  


13   haven't seen this growth before, maybe there is other
  


14   rivers in Alaska or throughout the country that have
  


15   experienced barge growth, I guess, that you might be able
  


16   to compare to.
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  I mean, I'm not aware -- I
  


18   haven't seen all the studies on that so far.
  


19                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Again, we are at an early
  


20   stage.  We are gathering input to guide the EIS, so I
  


21   think it's a very helpful question as a scoping comment.
  


22                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm sure we are not
  


23   the first river to see a growth in traffic.
  


24                   MR. BRELSFORD:  And you are suggesting
  


25   there ought to be a comparative analysis with other cases.
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 1   I think I can say generally that the subject matter
  


 2   specialists operate from their literatures, and those
  


 3   would be case studies and other comparable examples that
  


 4   would allow them to make a reasoned estimate for the
  


 5   impacts in this case.  So we will make note of your
  


 6   emphasis on comparative cases.  And then I think that's
  


 7   something that the subject matter folks are likely to do
  


 8   anyway, but this would be a way to emphasize the
  


 9   importance of it.
  


10             So then we had Mark, and then Raymond Peterson.
  


11   So Mark, go ahead.
  


12                   MR. MARK MATTER:  I would like the EIS to
  


13   address any future dredging that may be necessary in some
  


14   of the shallow water processes.  It would be good to have
  


15   that addressed ahead of time, the impacts that's going to
  


16   be and what's the extent of any dredging that might take
  


17   place.
  


18                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Raymond, please.
  


19                   MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson, local
  


20   resident, former riverboat pilot.  So I know, you know,
  


21   you have got so much traffic going up and down, I never
  


22   hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you
  


23   know, because that's important before you do all your
  


24   trafficking.  And then the river changes so much.  And
  


25   every year water drops or water raises.  And that's when
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 1   you have to be real careful on what you do on your
  


 2   churning, you know, on the fish we have.  So be very
  


 3   careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you
  


 4   have your GPS.  We use the eye and know the river.  And
  


 5   now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge
  


 6   systems next.
  


 7                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.
  


 8                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Allen Simeon from
  


 9   Aniak.  Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got
  


10   20 blockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross
  


11   how many rivers?  I'm wondering, are you going to be
  


12   having those before and/or after each river?  And how much
  


13   pressure is in that pipeline?  And do you have a storage
  


14   area to hold off anything else that you have to divert in
  


15   case there is a breakage?  Because this 300-and-some mile
  


16   of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure
  


17   in there if there is a breakage.
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't know that their
  


19   position -- they're not positioned --
  


20                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  You're going to be
  


21   hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some
  


22   sort of a process.  Now, you are going to get gas over
  


23   there.  What if something happens to that gas?
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline -- one of our
  


25   cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and --
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 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Hazardous Materials --
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Hazardous Materials and Safety
  


 3   Administration.  And I'm sure that they will look at that
  


 4   in great detail.
  


 5                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Another question is,
  


 6   you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things,
  


 7   and by rule they don't have to contain the whole amount
  


 8   that's stored there.  And over there at Crooked Creek
  


 9   there, if there is a rupture, that's a tremendous amount
  


10   of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked
  


11   Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of
  


12   Alaska.  I just want to bring that up.
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  That's a good comment, and we
  


14   will make sure that that's examined.
  


15                   MR. MARK MATTER:  [inaudible] at SHAW last
  


16   spring doing some paperwork for our mining operation, and
  


17   they were told I guess through NovaGold, because they have
  


18   a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were
  


19   planning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before
  


20   they started bringing gas for their gas product.  Anybody
  


21   heard anything about that?
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard anything about
  


23   that.
  


24                   MR. MARK MATTER:  I mean, these are
  


25   federal agencies.  They told us that.
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 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we can say loud
  


 2   and clear that the application is for a natural gas
  


 3   pipeline, full stop.  There is nothing in the plan of
  


 4   development for the natural gas pipeline that talks about
  


 5   any other fuel resources being transported in it.  And we
  


 6   have said a number of times today that the -- this process
  


 7   is legally driven, that the permit application triggers an
  


 8   EIS.  The EIS is a comprehensive analysis.  Ultimately
  


 9   there are permit decisions, and if those decisions are
  


10   positive, there are detailed permit conditions.  I think
  


11   many of you are somewhat familiar with the details that go
  


12   with a right-of-way grant or other kind of permits.
  


13             So there is not going to be bait and switch on
  


14   something of that sort.  The application is binding.  The
  


15   legal decisions, the permit decisions are binding in that
  


16   respect.
  


17                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I had questions
  


18   about that pipeline, also.  You know, it's my
  


19   understanding natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and
  


20   they are --
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  Pressurized, yes.
  


22                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, they are
  


23   high pressure.  I was working on the Slope working on the
  


24   pipeline and stuff.  When they rupture, they rupture
  


25   violently.  What kind of emergency response do we have for
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 1   an accident like that?
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, it does have emergency
  


 3   valves.  And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the
  


 4   Pipeline Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration,
  


 5   and that's their bailiwick.  That's what they will be
  


 6   analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.
  


 7                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Would they be
  


 8   based out of Anchorage and be flying to these locations,
  


 9   or are there going to be roadways to them, or how would
  


10   they access it?
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  How are they going to access
  


12   it if there is a accident?
  


13                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, the pipeline
  


14   in general.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  I imagine they would -- in
  


16   their permits would establish procedures but, you know,
  


17   that would be up to them.  And it would be addressed in
  


18   the EIS.
  


19                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So the pipeline design is
  


20   to prevent a release, and then the protective measures in
  


21   the permit conditions define the drill -- there will be an
  


22   emergency response plan that outlines what materials are
  


23   staged, prestaged and how they would be mobilized, what
  


24   kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on
  


25   any spill response.  So we are sort of delving in -- I
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 1   think it's helpful to ask will the EIS address these
  


 2   things, and the answer is yes, these are standard elements
  


 3   of an EIS.  And your asking the question makes it all the
  


 4   more important that we address it really thoroughly in the
  


 5   EIS.
  


 6             So we are very early in this.  I hope folks were
  


 7   paying attention.  This is a three-year project before the
  


 8   EIS is completed.  After scoping in this next month, the
  


 9   technical teams go to work for over a year to put together
  


10   the draft EIS.  It comes out in late summer of 2014.  And
  


11   then you have another chance to look and see if the
  


12   questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough
  


13   review and provided good answers.  If they didn't, you get
  


14   another chance to say, wait a minute, I'm not satisfied
  


15   with that answer in the draft.  I want more attention on
  


16   this and that, and that becomes the basis for the final
  


17   EIS in the last year.
  


18                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  This 314-mile pipeline,
  


19   no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are going
  


20   to lose your pressure coming between here and there.  And
  


21   what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the
  


22   rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be
  


23   people there to actually monitor that or what's going to
  


24   happen?
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is just --
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 1   there is one pressure compression station located towards
  


 2   the beginning closer to Cook Inlet.  I don't recall the
  


 3   exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.
  


 4   There is just one compression station.
  


 5                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  That's going to be a
  


 6   tremendous amount of pressure in the very beginning before
  


 7   it can get all the way over there to reach the end.  And
  


 8   I've witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel line and what
  


 9   they have to do just to go six miles with fuel.  And I was
  


10   wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start
  


11   off with.
  


12                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me suggest this on
  


13   one of the -- when we wrap up, we can pull up the plan of
  


14   development and look it up.  I'm not quick enough on that
  


15   detail to have it in my head, but I know how we can look
  


16   it up.  So we will do that together, Allen, before we
  


17   leave tonight.  I couldn't happen to remember there was
  


18   one compression station, and it's in about milepost 15 or
  


19   20.  It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.
  


20   And according to the design, that is sufficient to
  


21   power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the
  


22   range and out to the Kuskokwim Valley.
  


23                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And then the horizontal
  


24   drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the
  


25   Kuskokwim River and up on the other side, is that correct?
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 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Correct.
  


 2                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And who is going to do
  


 3   that?  I'm just wondering.
  


 4                   MR. BRELSFORD:  It's a very good question.
  


 5   All of the construction -- we are at the permitting stage.
  


 6   If the permits are issued, then Donlin would set out in
  


 7   the construction phase.  And I think, generally speaking,
  


 8   they select contractors to do this kind of work.  The
  


 9   pipeline plan of development actually has quite a bit of
  


10   detail about the phases, what would occur each year and
  


11   starting at two different ends.  So we could peek at some
  


12   of that.  We certainly don't know the names of contractors
  


13   that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done
  


14   generally by contractors.
  


15                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  The reason I ask that
  


16   is, I'm familiar with that.  I seen that at Alpine when
  


17   they went underneath the river.  And they had to run
  


18   portable generators just to keep the ground from thawing
  


19   out.  Now, I don't know what kind of problems we are going
  


20   to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running
  


21   the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any
  


22   kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially
  


23   going under rivers because the river erodes by itself
  


24   regardless every year.  And assisting it in any way I
  


25   think might create more problems.
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 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think damage to
  


 2   permafrost and the potential implications of horizontal
  


 3   directional drilling on river erosion, these are some
  


 4   scoping questions that Allen is raising for us.  Jacques
  


 5   and then Mark and then Ryan.
  


 6                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Would Donlin be
  


 7   paying for the pipeline project or -- I'm not sure how
  


 8   that would work.
  


 9                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I know you know the
  


10   answer.  We all know the answer to that.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  It's their pipeline.
  


12                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'd just like to
  


13   make a request as part of the permitting process that
  


14   there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook
  


15   into the pipeline as part of the deal.  And that if the
  


16   State grants the permits, it seems like it would be a
  


17   tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to come
  


18   this close without having the option of us hooking into
  


19   it.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  For the purpose of the EIS, we
  


21   are not going to evaluate all that.  What's the term?
  


22                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Common carrier.
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  Common carrier is my
  


24   understanding.  Would be a common carrier and, you know, I
  


25   guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to
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 1   delve into details of that as part of the EIS.
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So the regulatory status
  


 3   of this pipeline, when they use the term common carrier,
  


 4   it means that any party can ask to transport gas.  That
  


 5   pipeline does not belong to one party and that company --
  


 6                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  They are just
  


 7   building it.
  


 8                   MR. BRELSFORD:  They build it, they
  


 9   install it.  They obviously have the primary use of it,
  


10   but a common carrier pipeline is available for other
  


11   parties.  So the Middle Kuskokwim Electric Co-op, some
  


12   other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes
  


13   of power generation in the Kuskokwim Valley.
  


14             As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into
  


15   a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer
  


16   to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that
  


17   pipeline would be a common carrier.
  


18             I forgot who was next.  I think Mark and then
  


19   Ryan.
  


20                   MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary.  I have some
  


21   good questions.  I've learned a little bit about it.  I
  


22   wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the
  


23   Kuskokwim.  And if I remember right I might be off a
  


24   little bit.  It's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to
  


25   be way below the bottom of the river.  It's going to be in
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 1   the bedrock.
  


 2             My question was back to barging.  At the meeting
  


 3   in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard
  


 4   declined to be a cooperating agency.  But if this goes
  


 5   forward, will we expect to see more permanent Coast Guard
  


 6   presence on the river?
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Because of the additional
  


 8   barge traffic?
  


 9                   MR. MARK LEARY:  Yeah.
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  That would be up to them, I
  


11   guess.  I'm not -- I can't speak for the Coast Guard.  I
  


12   don't know.  It's not -- I guess if you feel there is
  


13   hazards that they need to somehow monitor or control or
  


14   regulate, then I guess that's a comment I'd ask you to get
  


15   into the record here.
  


16                   MR. MARK LEARY:  It seems like we all
  


17   behave better when the cops are around.
  


18                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's don't lose sight of
  


19   the fact, just because they don't step forward as a
  


20   cooperating agency and come every other week to a meeting,
  


21   they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation.
  


22   So Don I think said last night, and I really want to
  


23   underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a
  


24   responsibility in terms of navigational aids and
  


25   navigation in the navigable waterways.  And that doesn't
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 1   go away.  Later in the stage we expect them to get a lot
  


 2   more engaged in the EIS and in the permitting process to
  


 3   understand specific legal responsibilities that they might
  


 4   have.  Not so much now, but later on when we get to this
  


 5   navigation question, that is one where the Coast Guard has
  


 6   some legal obligations.
  


 7                   MR. MARK LEARY:  We can expect the route
  


 8   to be buoyed every year?
  


 9                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know the extent,
  


10   the exact configuration of their involvement in it.  I
  


11   don't think we know that for now.
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  You could certainly make --
  


13   you know, like I said, get your comments and questions
  


14   into the record, and as we look into these, we will work
  


15   with the Coast Guard and get their responses.  And those
  


16   could be included in the draft.
  


17                   MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My name is Ryan
  


18   Maroney, and I just had a question about the process.  If
  


19   the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is
  


20   this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally,
  


21   is that considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you
  


22   should bring that forward on the website or submit it, but
  


23   if people say it right now, is that considered on the
  


24   record, or are you just encouraging them to put more
  


25   detail into a second comment?
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  It's on the record, but I
  


 2   guess I'm just trying to be very thorough and ask people
  


 3   to, you know --
  


 4                   MR. RYAN MARONEY:  I just wanted to make
  


 5   sure if they brought it up now that it was considered and
  


 6   if they didn't get to the web or submit it or write a
  


 7   letter later --
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  It will all be transcribed and
  


 9   all the issues that are raised in the meetings will be
  


10   addressed.
  


11                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose this in a
  


12   minute.  We have got just one or two more slides on the
  


13   project description, and then we want to go to issues.  So
  


14   Mark, work with us.  We will take the question now, but
  


15   let's keep track of the -- we have some more things to
  


16   cover.
  


17                   MR. MARK MATTER:  So help me in the
  


18   process.  You said you are going to proceed with this EIS
  


19   on the understanding that there will be no access -- did I
  


20   hear that earlier -- of this corridor?  No public access.
  


21   Did I hear that earlier?
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  No.
  


23                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's the opposite.
  


24   I think what this slide showed is that the pipeline
  


25   corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the
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 1   compressor station, some of the safety valves are fenced
  


 2   in a ten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature
  


 3   is not fenced.  It is not a barrier to travel traditional
  


 4   uses across the landscape.  The last part of what Don said
  


 5   is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the
  


 6   purpose of building the pipeline.  It will be demobilized.
  


 7   All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area
  


 8   that's brushed every ten years.  And that's for the
  


 9   purposes of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for
  


10   monitoring.
  


11                   MR. MARK MATTER:  What about snowmachines?
  


12                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Actually, it's a very
  


13   important point.  I think we do understand that on the
  


14   Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access from the west
  


15   side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an
  


16   important potential issue about security to some of the
  


17   facilities and displacement of uses.  And I don't think we
  


18   have all the answers on that yet.  I think there is still
  


19   a lot to learn about what public uses might turn out to be
  


20   on a cleared right-of-way of that sort.  But I think on
  


21   the Kuskokwim Valley side, starting with the questions
  


22   that our friend from Russian Mission raised, the key is
  


23   that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional land
  


24   uses on the Kuskokwim side of the range.
  


25                   MR. JASON WALSH:  Excuse me, Taylor.
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 1   There is a lot of questions about the pipeline.  And if
  


 2   after the meeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have
  


 3   questions about the State's authority and how we will
  


 4   issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that
  


 5   right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State land and
  


 6   what that means, common carrier access or otherwise, you
  


 7   can come talk to me.  I'll be happy to answer your
  


 8   questions so we can not bog it down here.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  Other infrastructure includes
  


10   a construction camp.  It would have 2,500 beds which would
  


11   support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.
  


12   This includes some smaller remote camps for the pipeline
  


13   construction, as well.  The permanent camp would have 600
  


14   beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees
  


15   working shifts, meaning that only about half of the total
  


16   workforce would be on site at any given time.
  


17             So we are back to questions on the project
  


18   description.  Or should we move on and wrap it up?  I
  


19   guess we will keep going.
  


20             So we mentioned earlier the purpose of the
  


21   scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One
  


22   major issue is -- I'm sorry.  One major area is water
  


23   resources.  Streams and other surface waters would be
  


24   diverted away from and around the mining activities in
  


25   order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
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 1   Ground water would be consumed as part of the mining
  


 2   process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streams.
  


 3   Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
  


 4   adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
  


 5   streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
  


 6   could generate acid or leach metals.  So, waste rock,
  


 7   tailings and other runoff would have to be carefully
  


 8   managed to avoid contaminating the waters outside of the
  


 9   mine site.
  


10             Air quality is also important, and this slide
  


11   shows some examples of issues that we expect.  There would
  


12   be several sources of emissions, including a large number
  


13   of large mining vehicles, 227-megawatt power plant, dust
  


14   generated by removing and processing the overburden, waste
  


15   rock and the ore.
  


16             Climate change is a growing concern and will
  


17   need to be considered as large amounts of hydrocarbons
  


18   will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several
  


19   areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury
  


20   could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury
  


21   stack emissions could occur during the milling process,
  


22   and any mercury co-product would require careful storage
  


23   and transport.
  


24             Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous
  


25   materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
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 1   response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.
  


 2             Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
  


 3   and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
  


 4   subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed
  


 5   project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this
  


 6   10,000 would be at the mine site and related
  


 7   infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline.  These areas would
  


 8   be impacted by excavating, filling, vegetation removal and
  


 9   other disturbances.  And 6,900 of these acres would be
  


10   wetlands.  There would be habitat loss or reduced habitat
  


11   values for fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by
  


12   the project and as well as habitat loss that could also be
  


13   direct disturbance of individual animals.  We have talked
  


14   quite a bit about barge traffic so far.  And subsistence
  


15   and traditional land uses would also be affected by the
  


16   loss of land through development.
  


17             Here are some more examples of issues and
  


18   concerns.  These are focused on the communities, cultural
  


19   resources and recreation.  Community life would be
  


20   affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and
  


21   1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new employment
  


22   and income brought into the area, but also many effects on
  


23   community and human health.  Cultural resources, both
  


24   archeological and historic, that exist in the area might
  


25   be disturbed or destroyed.  And recreation and visual
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 1   resources might also be affected by new structures and
  


 2   mining operations.  For all these issues, we would look at
  


 3   avoiding them -- avoiding the impacts as best we could and
  


 4   minimizing them as well as we can.  And if we can't avoid
  


 5   them or minimize, we will try to mitigate for them.
  


 6             So to conclude, we know that this proposed
  


 7   project and the lands and resources are important to you.
  


 8   And we would like to emphasize that there are several ways
  


 9   it get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the
  


10   most important thing by being here tonight for the scoping
  


11   meeting.  We would also invite you to go to our website at
  


12   donlingoldeis.com for more information or to submit
  


13   comments.  Or you can contact me directly.  753-2780 is my
  


14   direct phone line, and my e-mail address is there as well.
  


15   For tribal matters you can contact our tribal liaison for
  


16   the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer.  And her direct
  


17   phone number and e-mail are there, as well.
  


18             We have had two tribal teleconferences so far
  


19   that discussed cooperating agency status and
  


20   government-to-government consultations.  We had those on
  


21   October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have
  


22   others.  Tribal governments, as we have mentioned already,
  


23   have the opportunity to enter into
  


24   government-to-government consultation, as well as
  


25   requesting cooperating agency status.
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 1             So that's the end of the formal presentation.
  


 2   If there is any remaining questions, we will answer those
  


 3   and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody
  


 4   would like to provide comments for the record, we can do
  


 5   that then.  If you do have any written comments, if you
  


 6   make -- if you provide testimony and have written
  


 7   comments, we ask that you leave a copy for our recorder so
  


 8   that she can more easily get all the details.
  


 9                   MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou
  


10   Williams from Kalskag.  I have a question.  You were going
  


11   through this, and I thought about air quality.  Are they
  


12   going to test the air now as it is, and then during the
  


13   process will they be monitoring it?  Because not only are
  


14   they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries,
  


15   your fish and all the plants and everything.  Sometimes
  


16   when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago,
  


17   we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries
  


18   wouldn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know
  


19   what was causing it.  My concern would be the effects of
  


20   the barge traveling and with the smoke and all this other
  


21   stuff that would be going on.  Would that also be
  


22   monitored?
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  There has been extensive
  


24   air quality monitoring that's been done so far, and that
  


25   will continue throughout the -- throughout the
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 1   construction and the operation of the mine.
  


 2                   MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean from
  


 3   the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling
  


 4   once they start --
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  Will they do air quality
  


 6   monitoring all the way up and down the river?
  


 7                   MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Yes.
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess at this point I'd just
  


 9   have to take that as a comment.  I'm not aware of that.
  


10   It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the
  


11   mine site, air quality monitoring?
  


12                   MR. BRELSFORD:  The question of monitoring
  


13   in real time is a good scoping comment.  I know the
  


14   technical specialists that will address the air quality,
  


15   they have signatures for different kinds of transportation
  


16   vehicles, the emissions signature, and they will estimate
  


17   the emissions of the barges based on the loads on the
  


18   engines and so on.  That much they can do as a technical
  


19   analysis.  But I think your question went to monitoring in
  


20   real time in the operational life of the project, and
  


21   that's a good comment that we will take into account.
  


22                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre,
  


23   Aniak.  I was wondering if there is going to be any
  


24   monitoring of precipitation.
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  They have weather stations at
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 1   the mine site.  Oh, you mean for water quality?
  


 2                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  When evaporation
  


 3   occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of
  


 4   the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on
  


 5   all our blueberries and everything.  Is there a chance of
  


 6   spreading chemicals to different parts of the region?
  


 7                   UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Like acid rain
  


 8   or something.
  


 9                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Yeah.  Because I
  


10   know you talked about mercury emissions and -- does that
  


11   get into our atmosphere to come down at another spot?
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  I expect that that will be
  


13   looked at, yes.
  


14                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I didn't see
  


15   anything about precipitation in there.
  


16                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think what they do on
  


17   air quality and emissions is called fate and transport,
  


18   what becomes of emissions, where are they -- how are they
  


19   transported, where are they deposited.  So it's not my
  


20   area of technical expertise, but I've read that kind of
  


21   discussion in an EIS.  It's not enough to just say it goes
  


22   out the stack.  They are concerned about where it lands
  


23   and therefore the impacts on --
  


24                   MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm talking about
  


25   evaporation from the pool there and there's the
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 1   acid-forming rock.  Does that acid get into the atmosphere
  


 2   and come down in other places?
  


 3                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question for
  


 4   analysis.
  


 5                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  The only thing I do know
  


 6   about that is they had an air quality station here in
  


 7   Aniak that they were monitoring for mercury deposition,
  


 8   and I know they aren't doing that anymore, but they did at
  


 9   least do that for probably a two-year period.
  


10                   MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Brian Stephanoff,
  


11   Russian Mission.  I got a comment.  How much -- how
  


12   much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work
  


13   coincide with each other between like the State and
  


14   federal agencies, such as environmental working together
  


15   with scientific knowledge with indigenous knowledge to
  


16   make this -- these comment periods a lot more meaningful?
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  The interaction between the
  


18   State and the federal --
  


19                   MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Interdisciplinary
  


20   where you have many departments work together to address
  


21   and analyze current problems.  As a scholar, I got my
  


22   master's degree and I've listened to many accounts
  


23   throughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their
  


24   conflicts with mineral development and the South Americans
  


25   and their indigenous groups and some of their conflicts
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 1   with many types of mineral development, too.  And one
  


 2   thing they have always noticed and it's very common in
  


 3   these parts of these United States is the lack of
  


 4   interdisciplinary work.  It's hard to get one department
  


 5   with another to -- especially when trying to find out
  


 6   about contaminants in Native foods.  That's just an
  


 7   example.
  


 8             I was just giving that introductory piece
  


 9   because going back to the tailings of the two-mile long
  


10   and whatever depth that is, that's a large bowl of mercury
  


11   and other mineral wastes that would be set aside.  And the
  


12   half life of -- or the life expectancy of such chemicals
  


13   to degrade and not be harmful -- as harmful to the
  


14   environment is just so astronomically -- it seems very
  


15   awful to imagine all of the thousands upon thousands of
  


16   gallons of mercury and cyanide and whatever other
  


17   contaminants are going to be building up inside these
  


18   basins near Crooked Creek that might eventually tear apart
  


19   because there is always some type of environmental
  


20   disaster of some sort.  Something is always going to go
  


21   wrong.
  


22             Just for the natural environment to consume
  


23   parts of those chemicals and let it erode down to a
  


24   certain point where it gets lesser of a form of -- or
  


25   degree of contaminant, it should also include all the
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 1   animals and all the human beings that live around there
  


 2   because they are -- the future generations that live
  


 3   around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the
  


 4   seven generations will have harm from many of these
  


 5   contaminants if such a catastrophe was to happen, leaking
  


 6   whatever is inside the tailings ponds.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  If I understand what you are
  


 8   asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and
  


 9   different disciplines working together, that's the purpose
  


10   for cooperating agencies.  We have, you know, the -- we
  


11   invited all the federal agencies that we thought could
  


12   provide expertise to be cooperating agencies.  We have
  


13   both federal and State agencies.  And we have invited
  


14   tribes to provide, you know, local knowledge.  The third
  


15   party contractor, Taylor's team, you know, they have --
  


16   they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that
  


17   will be looking at it.  So you know, that's the way that I
  


18   believe we will address your concern, as I understood it.
  


19   Yes.
  


20                   MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to
  


21   further conclude that there is many permanent residents
  


22   that live inside these villages along the Kuskokwim and
  


23   Yukon, and many of them intend to stay permanent.  And the
  


24   gold mine would be -- or those that mine the gold are just
  


25   part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and just
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 1   leave while the waste and all the contaminants and the
  


 2   aftermath of such destruction will further erode and
  


 3   degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide
  


 4   to stay behind.
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  Fine.  Thank you for that.
  


 6   I'll take that as a comment for the record.  Yes.
  


 7                   MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  We are
  


 8   going to put this in writing later, too, but at this time
  


 9   for the -- as a scoping comment, I'd like to suggest that
  


10   some of these key areas of concern be addressed with
  


11   simple fact sheets from whether it's URS or the Corps of
  


12   Engineers.  I think one of the problems that people always
  


13   run into is that they feel they have to review literally
  


14   two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get
  


15   relatively basic questions answered.  So I'd like to
  


16   suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water
  


17   treatment, in particular, as it relates to acid drainage,
  


18   mercury, both in water and as air emissions, the risks of
  


19   those be distributed to all stakeholders in simple fact
  


20   sheets, and then also a lot of the things that other
  


21   people have brought up such as the impacts of erosion from
  


22   barge transport and the concern with the window during
  


23   fishing season where it sounds like there is going to be
  


24   real conflict there.
  


25             So I think all these things need to have fact
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 1   sheets that are simple that are just a couple pages long
  


 2   that are distributed.  A good start would be to everybody
  


 3   who signed in at every scoping meeting so that every
  


 4   effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets
  


 5   that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue
  


 6   that's often overlooked.
  


 7             And people last night in Bethel were asking
  


 8   about this.  How long will water need to be treated at the
  


 9   mine site after the mine is closed?  And a lot of times
  


10   the answer can be thousands of years after closure.  And I
  


11   think people really have to understand the long-term
  


12   impacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do.  In
  


13   this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at
  


14   this point because we don't have good access to prediction
  


15   data at this part of the process, so we are always told to
  


16   just wait because it's a process; but sometimes if you
  


17   wait too long you miss your window to actually affect the
  


18   process.
  


19             So I think it's really important that people --
  


20   a lot of the environmental chemists are saying that the
  


21   two biggest issues at this mine are mercury and acid
  


22   drainage.  So it would be very nice if these things were
  


23   summarized in simple fact sheets and distributed to every
  


24   known stakeholder.
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  I think that's a
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 1   good idea.
  


 2                   MR. HERMAN MORGAN:  Yeah.  My name is
  


 3   Herman Morgan from Aniak.  I'd like to echo some of the
  


 4   comments and concerns, you know.  We live here in this
  


 5   river, and it's very important because it's our way of
  


 6   life for our fish and environment, you know.  And you guys
  


 7   are just here for a little while, and then you guys will
  


 8   go back, too.  I hope you understand how important
  


 9   protecting our environment is.  You know, all the money in
  


10   the world can't buy back our way of life and our salmon.
  


11   Like them barges, they showed us four barges, four
  


12   barges -- one barge pushing four.  What they call that?
  


13   Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see
  


14   now.
  


15             And we are already having salmon concerns,
  


16   salmon closures.  And it kind of concerned me when you
  


17   were asked what effect that has on fish and you said,
  


18   well, we have to wait and see.  But it seems like if we
  


19   wait and see, you know, there could be even more damage to
  


20   our fish with all the turbidity, all that silt where they
  


21   spawn.  So it's things like that.
  


22             The tailings dam is going to be pretty big --
  


23   pretty big dam, pretty big amount of water.  When that dam
  


24   broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a
  


25   wheelbarrow.  It killed all the fish in the river.  That's
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 1   how dangerous them chemicals is.  That mercury he's
  


 2   talking about, it will take one drop per million or per
  


 3   billion, something like that, you know.  And if the salmon
  


 4   smell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning
  


 5   area.
  


 6             So I hope you guys understand how important our
  


 7   environment is to us.  I wish there was a way they could
  


 8   process that ore somewhere else and they could have their
  


 9   gold and they could have their jobs and we wouldn't have
  


10   that huge waste pit up there with all the chemicals
  


11   affecting us all the time.  I hope you guys really
  


12   understand how important the river is to us.
  


13             I know I looked at that Fort Knox Gold Mine in
  


14   Fairbanks.  They are doing it pretty safely but, you know,
  


15   who knows what could happen around here.  I hope you
  


16   understand how important that river and the environment is
  


17   to us.
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Maybe
  


19   unless there is any specific questions, we could move into
  


20   the -- taking the comments or the testimony for the
  


21   record.  If there are any specific questions remaining, or
  


22   can we go into that?  Yes.
  


23                   MR. MARK MATTER:  I'd like this to go on
  


24   the record.  I guess I'm curious, have curiosity how the
  


25   federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, I mean, when
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 1   you hear Barrick, a major player in this, say that this
  


 2   project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time --
  


 4                   MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick said that this
  


 5   project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.  When
  


 6   you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is
  


 7   no natural gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you
  


 8   hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies?  They
  


 9   just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has
  


10   just no concern at all?  When I hear Barrick say that this
  


11   doesn't meet their criteria, why do you go through all
  


12   this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?
  


13   And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas
  


14   available in Cook Inlet?  I'm just curious, what goes on
  


15   in the agencies?  What are they saying to each other?
  


16   This is kind of a personal question.  What do you say
  


17   amongst yourselves when you hear things like that?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  When we hear --
  


19                   MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick says it doesn't
  


20   meet their criteria for investment.  They are the only
  


21   player that has the money or can get the funding to do a
  


22   project like this.
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  We evaluate the project as
  


24   it's presented to us.
  


25                   MR. MARK MATTER:  I'm just curious if
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 1   there was any talk amongst --
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is some
  


 3   misunderstanding about what Barrick said at the time.
  


 4   What they said at the time was that it was premature to
  


 5   make an investment decision in the multibillion dollar
  


 6   range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals
  


 7   or whether this was permittable, whether the agency --
  


 8   they wanted to see the permitting process unfold.
  


 9              MR. MARK MATTER:  Well, their very late
  


10   releases say it exactly the way I said it, said it does
  


11   not meet their criteria for investment.
  


12                   MR. BRELSFORD:  What I understood from it
  


13   was that that was pre-permitted.
  


14                   MR. MARK MATTER:  Because I'm going with
  


15   Barrick.  Their latest release -- and you can pull their
  


16   website up right now.  Their latest release said the very
  


17   same thing on Donlin.  The project is not going ahead
  


18   because it doesn't meet their criteria.  It's too
  


19   expensive.  And they can get the project -- I don't know.
  


20   I guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline.  But
  


21   there is no natural gas available to even run through the
  


22   pipeline, first of all.  It just -- it's just confusing to
  


23   me to see how they can proceed with an EIS when there is
  


24   no -- they should have something saying we can make a
  


25   project here.  I don't see that coming from the major
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 1   player here.  It seems like a lot of work for nothing.
  


 2   You are not going to comment, I know.
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  I've said that --
  


 4                   MR. MARK MATTER:  I wish I could read your
  


 5   mind.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  We are evaluating the project
  


 7   as it's -- we are evaluating the permit applications that
  


 8   have been submitted to us.
  


 9                   MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Can we comment off the
  


10   record?
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  About whether or not Donlin
  


12   finds this project feasible?
  


13                   MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Yeah, what he's
  


14   talking about.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  His question is --
  


16                   MR. PETE DRONKERS:  My question is:  Can
  


17   we comment off the record?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm telling you what I know
  


19   and what my role as the Corps of Engineers and what we are
  


20   doing.  We have received permit applications for the
  


21   Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an
  


22   environmental impact study, and that's what we are doing.
  


23   It's not my role to evaluate the financial feasibility of
  


24   the project.
  


25                   MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan.  I'll
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 1   do my comment now.  As he mentioned, 2018 we got a project
  


 2   other than the gold mine project.  We are building a
  


 3   40-mile heavy-duty haul road between Kalskag and Paimute
  


 4   in the Yukon through the Portage Mountains.  By 2018 we
  


 5   are going to get 140 million dollars for that project.
  


 6   They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides.
  


 7   That's what we need.  That's what we need for our children
  


 8   to grow.  This whole project is not about us.  It's about
  


 9   our kids, these young people.  They are the ones that are
  


10   going to be working.  Ten years ago they say we will need
  


11   15,000 new jobs.  Now it's about five more years.  We are
  


12   going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the mine you
  


13   build your own docks.  Look at all the people they are
  


14   going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.
  


15   That's your own thing.  But we are doing ours, too, for
  


16   the future of our children.
  


17             We need to open resources.  We can't keep this
  


18   whole area closed up.  We never say nothing about the NYAC
  


19   Gold Mine, the Kako Mine right above Russian Mission, the
  


20   gold mines up in the Salmon River, the gold mines in
  


21   McGrath.  You guys are the ones that is coming out with
  


22   the studies and saying these are the jobs available for
  


23   our people.  We are not asking for much.  But you who are
  


24   providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.
  


25             We can't live on subsistence anymore.  We can't
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 1   even make money on that.  We need these jobs for our young
  


 2   people.  And this is the exact time we need this.
  


 3             So thank you for letting me speak, but I think
  


 4   you guys are doing a good job by having these meetings,
  


 5   listening to everybody.  But when you say communities,
  


 6   include the cities because it's not just the tribes living
  


 7   in that city.  Include them all.  But this is a good
  


 8   opportunity for jobs for our people.  And that's what we
  


 9   need.  Why we have all these suicides and stuff, because
  


10   they have no jobs.
  


11             All this land, we need to open up some part of
  


12   it.  We got a million acres.  We are using only 40 acres
  


13   here to provide 15,000 jobs.  There is going to be so much
  


14   jobs available, we will have to hire from outside.  Now is
  


15   a good time to get ready for these jobs.  By the time
  


16   these graduate, they'll have four- or $500,000,000 worth
  


17   of projects in this area, which is good, I think.  As long
  


18   as you --
  


19             We have a unique water system where all our
  


20   water comes out of the mountains.  We don't drill down
  


21   there for water.  It comes out of the mountains.  It's so
  


22   fresh and pure water that fish come all over and they
  


23   spawn in our fresh water.  But it's a good opportunity to
  


24   provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we
  


25   need.  Thank you.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Unless there is
  


 2   any final questions, we will move into the testimony.  We
  


 3   will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to
  


 4   provide that, and we will go into that.
  


 5                   UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Can we have
  


 6   a break, please?
  


 7                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Take ten minutes.
  


 8              (A break was taken.)
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We are going to go into
  


10   the testimony portion of our evening.  So I'm going to go
  


11   down through the names of people that indicated they would
  


12   like to testify.  Some said maybe, but I'll go to them and
  


13   find out.  The first one I have is Dave Cannon.
  


14                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  Here I am.  Dave Cannon.
  


15   I guess I know EISs are supposed to consider cumulative
  


16   effects.  And I know, you know, looking in the future
  


17   Ouija board stuff trying to figure out what could happen,
  


18   but George mentioned this project possibly there from
  


19   Kalskag over to the Yukon.  And my big concern would be,
  


20   you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen,
  


21   we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would
  


22   all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure.  And
  


23   there has been a lot of other development -- not
  


24   development -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, all
  


25   over.  So I think that would allow other development to
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 1   happen that wouldn't have happened normally.
  


 2             So I'm wondering if or how the EIS process is
  


 3   going to consider those things, cumulative effects.
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  So are you --
  


 5                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm hoping that you can
  


 6   do that.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Yes.  We
  


 8   will -- we will do that.
  


 9                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  I know it's hard, but I
  


10   think it needs to be considered.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person
  


12   is Joe Kameroff, Jr.
  


13                   MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  The questions I
  


14   had was about the gas line.  You know, I mentioned them
  


15   earlier.  And also about containment of the waste rock and
  


16   all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's
  


17   long-term -- how will that affect our region.  And another
  


18   concern also is the barge traffic, you know.  Us as a
  


19   community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you
  


20   know.  Go out moose hunting basically off the river.  And
  


21   we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence
  


22   lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with moose and
  


23   caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Joan
  


25   Walser.
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 1                   MR. DAVE CANNON:  I believe she left.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Brian Stephanoff.
  


 3                   MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to
  


 4   make a comment.  And it was highlighted earlier.  When
  


 5   development does come into question, the agencies that are
  


 6   involved should try to get as much employment, workforce
  


 7   from the surrounding communities to get as many
  


 8   backgrounds as possible, and should also include the
  


 9   Alaska Natives and the nonAlaska Natives that are residing
  


10   within these communities.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Allen --
  


12                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Simeonoff.  Sorry.
  


13   Simeon.
  


14                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  My name is Allen Simeon
  


15   from Aniak.  Your line material that their -- liner used
  


16   to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or
  


17   whatnot -- and I used to work up there on Donlin Creek,
  


18   and I know that a lot of the rock has natural acid in it.
  


19   And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can live
  


20   within that acid content.  And I'm wondering if you guys
  


21   are using only one liner to protect the environment.  Is
  


22   there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the
  


23   inside?  One liner is only one liner.  And that material
  


24   up there leaches already.  And that material would leach
  


25   right down into the drainage and flow right into the
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 1   Kuskokwim River.  So my question is:  How much protection
  


 2   is going to be used for all of that hazardous material
  


 3   from the mining project to keep it contained within that
  


 4   specific area?
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.
  


 6                   MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  I have another one
  


 7   there.  What happens with it?  How are you going to get
  


 8   rid of it?  Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or
  


 9   evaporate or haul it out and/or what?  And then the other
  


10   question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have
  


11   on site.  And like I stated earlier, by rule you don't
  


12   have to have containment for the whole amount that's
  


13   there.  And that being in an environment where everything
  


14   flows downhill back to the Kuskokwim River, and that
  


15   amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full
  


16   containment instead of what DEC implies as a rule for fuel
  


17   or whatever?  That's my question -- questions.
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will make sure they
  


19   are addressed.  Thank you.  Pete Dronkers.
  


20                   MR. PETE DRONKERS:  I do have a comment on
  


21   the perceived loopholes in the Clean Water Act and how
  


22   that affects the tailings impoundment facility.  It's my
  


23   understanding -- I don't want to go too far into the weeds
  


24   here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a
  


25   waste treatment facility, it does not have to comply with
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 1   discharge standards.  So I'm not wanting to get too far
  


 2   into the details.  My general comment would be that the
  


 3   EIS process consider the ultimate potential closure of the
  


 4   two main Clean Water Act loopholes and how that would
  


 5   affect the design of the tailings and the placement of the
  


 6   tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in
  


 7   closing those loopholes, and that could potentially break
  


 8   the impact on those plans.  So I'd like the EIS process to
  


 9   at least consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act
  


10   would actually affect the mine engineering plans
  


11   specifically on the waste treatment facility language in
  


12   the Clean Water Act.
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's it,
  


14   unless -- is there any remainder?
  


15                   MR. MARK LEARY:  I didn't see that thing
  


16   where you could put if you want to comment.  Could I
  


17   comment?
  


18                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Yes, Mark.  Please
  


19   go ahead.  He said that he didn't see the column to
  


20   indicate that he wanted to testify.  Now he would like to
  


21   testify.
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yes, please.  Go ahead.
  


23                   MR. MARK LEARY:  I was quiet in Bethel
  


24   last night.  I wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.
  


25   Is he still here?  I've tried to think more about the
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 1   social impacts because I think -- looks to me like there
  


 2   is plenty of people looking and worrying about the
  


 3   environmental impacts.  What I have been thinking about is
  


 4   the 2010 census, Bethel census area.  That means all the
  


 5   villages on the Kuskokwim and Bethel and some villages on
  


 6   the coast.  2010 census, 17,000 people.  About half are
  


 7   under the age of 25.  And we are growing two percent a
  


 8   year.  We don't see it so much in the middle Kuskokwim,
  


 9   but two percent a year means 400 more people a year in our
  


10   region.  That's a whole 'nother village every year in our
  


11   region.  And they are all young.
  


12             What are they going to have?  What are we going
  


13   to do for them?  Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is --
  


14   I'm sorry, but there is going to be too many people.
  


15             The other thing I was thinking about, that shift
  


16   work, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing,
  


17   that's hard on families, you know.  You miss 50 percent of
  


18   your family's life.  And I'd like the developers of Donlin
  


19   Creek -- and I mentioned this to them -- NYAC, you talk to
  


20   all the old-timers that grew up in NYAC where they built a
  


21   town around the mine, they have nothing but good memories,
  


22   you know.  The kids growing up there, you know, a school,
  


23   everything, store.  I'd like to see -- if this thing goes
  


24   forward, I'd like to see it go that way, instead of the
  


25   shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off.  It's hard on
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 1   your family, you know.  That's all.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
  


 3                   MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I had my name for
  


 4   a comment on there.  Annie Lou Williams from Kalskag.
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  I missed it, but please go
  


 6   ahead.  Go ahead.  I somehow missed it.  I'm sorry.
  


 7                   MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I was asked to
  


 8   comment on the jobs for our young men and women, and
  


 9   especially the ones that are coming out of high school.
  


10   But the other concern that they had were the ones that
  


11   were from the ages of 19 and on up that need training and
  


12   need to go to school and get educated in the fields that
  


13   will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin.  One
  


14   of the things that he said was would Aniak be a
  


15   possibility place where we can have people coming and
  


16   training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy
  


17   equipment and the welders and all these other things that
  


18   need to be accomplished by our young men and women in the
  


19   coming future.
  


20             What I saw earlier was 27 years.  Just think how
  


21   many men and women and young adults can get an education,
  


22   get training and get into those positions.  Because when
  


23   you go to a village right now, you look at an application,
  


24   and most of the time they just say graduated from high
  


25   school.  I'm a laborer or just menial jobs.  And then all
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 1   the other high-paid position jobs are from out of our
  


 2   villages.  I would like to see that turn around where it
  


 3   would show that the young men and women from the villages
  


 4   are getting the jobs because what I heard was over 5,000
  


 5   jobs or more.
  


 6             So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be
  


 7   enough people on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, and they
  


 8   would have to go outside in order to get qualified workers
  


 9   up at Donlin.  If it's true or not, I have no idea.  But
  


10   it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools with
  


11   our communities up and down the Kuskokwim and getting a
  


12   lot of this training besides all this other information
  


13   that we are getting.  Maybe Donlin can look into this.  I
  


14   know they have done a tremendous job of having workers on
  


15   and off at Donlin.  So let's look at our other young men
  


16   and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting
  


17   education to further enhancing their job skills instead of
  


18   just the low-paying ones.
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


20                   MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson.
  


21   Teachers here do know that I get -- when I get a chance to
  


22   talk to the students here about education, which is very,
  


23   very important, and we have qualified teachers that do all
  


24   of that.  But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later
  


25   or something.  And that don't work out.  So in that
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 1   category, you know, if they would just go right on, they
  


 2   can figure out ways to get scholarships and everything,
  


 3   and go get your education because once you learn, nobody
  


 4   can take it away from you.  Like mine, electronics, I got
  


 5   it.  I got a degree in that, but I got so many other
  


 6   things I've done in my lifetime.
  


 7             And so I'd like to more and more come see the
  


 8   kids again, you know, because right now I have been
  


 9   lacking, but I will do it.  And grade school is where I go
  


10   to, also, tell them stories and let them know what --
  


11   education, how important it is.  Don't be lazy.  Do it.
  


12   Thank you.
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
  


14                   MR. JON WARD:  I've heard they are going
  


15   to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy
  


16   equipment training.
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  Any final comments?
  


18                   MR. MARK MATTER:  I comment that I think
  


19   of the years living here -- Taylor knows.  He used to live
  


20   here -- actually, I've sat alongside of him fighting for
  


21   subsistence rights for the Board of Game and everybody
  


22   else that we do need some development out here, and mining
  


23   is the best avenue.  That's a given.
  


24             But I get just a little bit disillusioned when I
  


25   hear flipping reports about developing this mine from the


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







78


  
 1   big players.  I'd really love to see Barrick come out here
  


 2   and address this because they are the player.  They are
  


 3   the ones to get funding.  We do need it.  Mining is the
  


 4   best thing for this area.  There is nothing else that
  


 5   could even come close to bring in the development we need
  


 6   for the young people, plain and simple.  So we have to
  


 7   work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate
  


 8   and get the mine going.
  


 9             And we can still protect subsistence.  The State
  


10   is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities.
  


11   So I'm sure they can be accommodating if their management
  


12   plan is developed properly, or a new one.
  


13             And that's about all I've got to say.  I would
  


14   like to see the major player come in and encourage us a
  


15   little bit.
  


16                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Anybody
  


17   else?
  


18                   MR. DARYL MCKINDY:  Daryl McKindy.  Along
  


19   with -- going with all the employment that would be going
  


20   around also, out here in rural Alaska we got a lot of -- a
  


21   lot of educated people with operating skills, electrical
  


22   skills who are nonunion workers or not in a union.  And as
  


23   soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be
  


24   in a union to get work.  So I'd like to see all the --
  


25   looking at other towns out here in rural Alaska, also.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any
  


 2   final comments?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And again,
  


 3   there is more information on our website,
  


 4   donlingoldeis.com, or you can feel free -- the contact
  


 5   information I gave earlier, feel free to contact me.
  


 6   Thanks again for coming.
  


 7                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I wonder if I could take a
  


 8   quick second and also thanks a lot for the folks who have
  


 9   come tonight.  Many of you knew my family when we were
  


10   here with young kids and so on, and you all have been
  


11   friends and folks who have held us up through some
  


12   difficult times.  It's wonderful to come back.  This is an
  


13   important project.  It's very important to come and offer
  


14   the comments.
  


15             And peek over our shoulders.  Make sure we are
  


16   doing a good job on this technical report.  I look forward
  


17   to coming back to talk with you some more.  There were a
  


18   lot of good issues, a lot of very helpful suggestions.
  


19   The fact sheet idea is one I want to go to work on.
  


20             I think it's been an enormously successful
  


21   evening together.  I know meetings wear on folks.  So
  


22   thank you very much for putting your effort together with
  


23   us tonight.  This has been really valuable.
  


24              (Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m.)
  


25                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
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 1             I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
  


 2   the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
  


 3             That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
  


 4   me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
  


 5   proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later
  


 6   transcribed under my direction by computer transcription;
  


 7   that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
  


 8   taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have
  


 9   I any interest in the outcome of the action herein
  


10   contained.
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Annie Lou, could we invite 



            3    you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good 



            4    frame of mind for tonight?  



            5              (Invocation offered by Annie Lou Williams.)



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening, and welcome to 



            7    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 



            8    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My 



            9    name is Don Kuhle with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 



           10    and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  We also have a 



           11    number of cooperating agencies here who will participate 



           12    in the EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.  



           13    So I'll take a moment and ask them to introduce 



           14    themselves.  



           15                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  I want to say 



           16    thank you for coming out tonight.  My name is Douglas 



           17    Ballou.  I'm the assistant field manager with the 



           18    Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Management, 



           19    and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline 



           20    that will be covering about a third of federal land on its 



           21    way to Donlin.  So I'll be available after the meeting if 



           22    you want to interact, have any questions.  And again, 



           23    thanks for coming out.  



           24                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is 



           25    Mark Jen.  I'm with the United States Environmental 
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            1    Protection Agency in the Anchorage office.  And we are a 



            2    cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps 



            3    of Engineers in developing an environmental impact 



            4    statement and to analyze the environmental impacts 



            5    associated with the Donlin Gold Project.  So we are here 



            6    to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so 



            7    that we can better evaluate those in the EIS document.  



            8    Thanks.  



            9                    MR. BRUNO:  Jeff Bruno with the State of 



           10    Alaska.  I've got a couple of people from the Department 



           11    of Natural Resources.  Jason with the pipeline office, he 



           12    can answer a lot of questions about the pipeline.  Sarah 



           13    Yoder with Health and Social Services, she's working with 



           14    the health impact assessment on this project.  And we are 



           15    here as a cooperating agency on the EIS and here to answer 



           16    any of your questions and hear the comments.  So please 



           17    ask us any questions you have.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  And our third-party 



           19    contractor. 



           20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm Taylor Brelsford, and 



           21    it's great to be back in Aniak after a lot of years.  I've 



           22    now taken -- I work with URS Corporation, and we are the 



           23    third-party contractor providing the technical backup to 



           24    the Army Corps in preparing this EIS.  



           25                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name's Moxie Alexie.  I 
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            1    work with Taylor as part of the EIS team.  I work for URS 



            2    Environmental.  



            3                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  You want the tribes?  



            4    Did you want the tribes?  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Sure.  I didn't 



            6    realize we had -- yes.   



            7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm Dave Cannon.  I'm 



            8    the environmental director with Native Village of 



            9    Napaimute, and we are a cooperating agency. 



           10                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm Lisa Feyereisen 



           11    and I'm with Chuathbaluk Traditional Council, and we are a 



           12    cooperating agency.  



           13                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I'm Mark.  Everybody 



           14    knows me, maybe.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Ready?  Okay.  Okay.  We will 



           16    move into our program.  Feel free to ask any questions as 



           17    we go along.  If you do ask a question, though, please 



           18    identify yourself for the record so that our court 



           19    reporter can get your name correctly.  And also make sure 



           20    that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference 



           21    to make sure she gets the spelling right.  



           22              Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide 



           23    you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We 



           24    have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk 



           25    about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EIS 
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            1    project milestones.  After that we want to provide a basic 



            2    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  



            3    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of 



            4    inviting your comments on the project.  And we encourage 



            5    you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that.  



            6              We are here tonight because Donlin Gold has 



            7    proposed an open pit gold mine located ten miles north of 



            8    Crooked Creek, which is a community on the Kuskokwim 



            9    River.  And in order to comply with the National 



           10    Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers 



           11    is preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the potential 



           12    impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent 



           13    of the project, and the EIS will be used in making permit 



           14    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  Scoping 



           15    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.  



           16              This map gives an orientation to the project 



           17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north 



           18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.  



           19    It's a remote area with little development to date and no 



           20    existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing 



           21    transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is 



           22    concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine 



           23    would require all new infrastructure, including roads, a 



           24    pipeline.  All of that would be subject to permitting 



           25    before they could proceed.  
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            1              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



            2    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



            3    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from the 



            4    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in 



            5    Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then 



            6    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go 



            7    to Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And fuel and 



            8    supplies will be off-loaded at a new barge landing in 



            9    Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in 



           10    natural gas for the mill.  



           11              So we are now going to turn to the EIS process, 



           12    and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first 



           13    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 



           14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly 



           15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this 



           16    case, Donlin Gold has submitted permit applications under 



           17    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the 



           18    Rivers and Harbors Act.  An issuance of these permits 



           19    would be a major federal action and would require an EIS 



           20    to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed 



           21    project.  



           22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and 



           23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies 



           24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition -- yes.  



           25                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I have a question 
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            1    on the sections there.  Do you have an act for a land 



            2    management act?  Because it's going to be on the land, 



            3    too, you know.  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  An act for the land 



            5    management?  



            6                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Isn't there 



            7    something like for something affecting the land?  Like up 



            8    on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting 



            9    the land and the way of --



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there is a lot of 



           11    different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for 



           12    protecting lands and waters.  



           13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I just see the 



           14    water is on there.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  That's because the 



           16    reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers, 



           17    those are the two laws that we have jurisdiction under, 



           18    and that's what brought us into -- into the project and 



           19    why we are doing the EIS, why we are the lead agency.  



           20    Other agencies that are involved have their own 



           21    jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permits.  The 



           22    State, for example, and BLM will have to issue right of 



           23    way permits for the pipeline.  So there -- and under -- 



           24    under NEPA and under our other project review procedures, 



           25    we consider, you know, impacts to other resources besides 
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            1    water, you know.  You know, interests -- and it would 



            2    include probably, you know, whatever land resources or 



            3    values that you are thinking about.  



            4                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  It would be like 



            5    animals, plants and -- 



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  That will all be 



            7    considered under the EIS.  I think I -- well, I've 



            8    probably got just one more thing.  I think maybe I started 



            9    saying this.  I'm not sure.  But in addition to complying 



           10    with NEPA, the Corps is also required to complete a public 



           11    interest review, and an analysis under section 404(b)(1) 



           12    of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the 



           13    least environmentally damaging practical alternative.  And 



           14    we will incorporate the information necessary for these 



           15    determinations in the EIS.  



           16              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and 



           17    the regional organization will work together on the EIS, 



           18    and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EIS based 



           19    on their permitting responsibilities or special expertise.  



           20    As an example, the project would occur on BLM and on State 



           21    of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to 



           22    issue right-of-way permits for the use of those lands.  



           23    And the tribal governments and the regional organization 



           24    are participating to contribute specialized knowledge 



           25    about the local area resources and land use. 
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            1              The Donlin Gold project will require a large 



            2    number of federal permits and consultations, and this 



            3    slide provides six examples.  I'll mention two of them and 



            4    invite you to read the rest of them yourselves.  First, 



            5    since the project would place fill in wetlands and other 



            6    waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make 



            7    section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not to 



            8    authorize the fill.  And as another example, since a 



            9    portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM 



           10    will need to evaluate the right-of-way application.  You 



           11    can find a more comprehensive list of all the required 



           12    permits in the Donlin Gold application on the project 



           13    website.  



           14              This slide shows there are also many permits 



           15    required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of 



           16    State government are noted here.  For example, over 60 



           17    percent of the pipeline would be installed on State land, 



           18    so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a 



           19    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental 



           20    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and 



           21    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game 



           22    has permitting responsibilities to protect habitat.  



           23              Some of you may be familiar already with the 



           24    steps in preparing an EIS, and the diagram at the right 



           25    side of our slide here shows six major steps that we will 
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            1    be taking from now through November of 2015.  The Record 



            2    of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was 



            3    published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Notice of Intent.  The 



            5    Notice of Intent was in December of 2011.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  What did I say?  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You said Record of 



            8    Decision.  We are going to wrap up early, man.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  The Notice 



           10    of Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal 



           11    Register on December 14th of last year.  And so we -- the 



           12    scoping process began with the Notice of Intent, and it 



           13    will go through March 29, 2013.  And part of that is this 



           14    meeting here tonight.  We have meetings and take comments.  



           15    You can provide comments here and you can also get 



           16    information and comments from our website and in 



           17    newsletters that go out.  Comments and information that we 



           18    receive will be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is 



           19    estimated to be finished by August 2014.  That's just an 



           20    estimate at this point.  It could change, but that's the 



           21    best estimate at this point.  



           22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have 



           23    another round of public hearings and a public review 



           24    period which will take comments on the draft.  Those will 



           25    be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to 
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            1    be completed by October 2015.  And the Corps of Engineers 



            2    and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their 



            3    decisionmaking process and will prepare their own Records 



            4    of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.  



            5              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles.  



            6    Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period 



            7    and review of the draft EIS.  And those are the best 



            8    opportunities for you to provide comments.  Any comments 



            9    that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the 



           10    draft EIS.  



           11              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           12    information and to listen to residents in the affected 



           13    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  First 



           14    is to share information about the proposed project.  And 



           15    we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation.  You 



           16    can also find information, as I said, on the website and 



           17    in the newsletters.  



           18              The second purpose is to provide information 



           19    about EIS milestones, and that's what we showed in the 



           20    previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EIS 



           21    process.  The next two are to identify issues and concerns 



           22    to examine in the EIS and to identify useful information 



           23    from communities.  And we are counting on you to help us 



           24    with these last two.  We would like to know what you would 



           25    like to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any 
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            1    information that we can use to make informed decisions.  



            2              Here is the schedule for scoping meetings.  We 



            3    are in the first round here where we are starting with 



            4    villages closest to the project.  The second week will be 



            5    focused on the lower Kuskokwim River.  The third week we 



            6    will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  



            7    And the final round includes the middle Yukon and the 



            8    upper Kuskokwim River.  



            9              This map is a bit busy, but the color scheme 



           10    represents how many subregions of the project there are in 



           11    the project area, and they help to show how the scoping 



           12    plan was developed.  For example, the orange dots show The 



           13    Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest the proposed 



           14    project.  This subregion that we are holding meetings in, 



           15    Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site 



           16    and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub.  For the 



           17    other subregions, meetings will similarly be held in the 



           18    subregional hubs.  



           19              We will stop here to see if anybody has any 



           20    questions to this point on the EIS process.  



           21                    MR. MARK MATTER:  You said this mostly 



           22    concerns the pipeline?  The Corps of Engineers, you are 



           23    just looking at the pipeline on the EIS?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  No, no.  We are looking at the 



           25    entire project.  Pipeline is one part of it.
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            1                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I guess my question 



            2    would be for DNR.  Are they relooking at the Kuskokwim 



            3    Area Management Plan on this study or not?  Because we 



            4    have a Kuskokwim Area Management Plan, and I just wonder 



            5    how that's being addressed in this process.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  So you are asking if the 



            7    State -- 



            8                    MR. MARK MATTER:  DNR is -- 



            9                    MR. BRUNO:  They are looking at it.  It's 



           10    in their queue.  I think it's the next one that they are 



           11    supposed to be taking a look at.  No guarantees on this, 



           12    but I think this is going to push it to a priority for 



           13    them is what I have been told.  And that's the RADS 



           14    department is the name of them.  They are the ones that 



           15    run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going 



           16    to push up their priorities.



           17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  How long does something 



           18    like that take?  



           19                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It takes three to four 



           20    years roughly for an area plan from its beginning to its 



           21    completion.  



           22                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I understand that you 



           23    haven't started yet.  It would have to be started in order 



           24    for the State to issue permits and stuff.  



           25                    MR. BRUNO:  They would not start that to 
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            1    issue the permits.  



            2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  Are they two 



            3    independent processes or are they overlapping?  



            4                    MR. BRUNO:  They are two independent 



            5    processes.  



            6                    MR. JASON WALSH:  The State doesn't need 



            7    the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that 



            8    plan stands until such time that the new area plan has 



            9    been adopted.  So any permitting that's going to be issued 



           10    will use the old plan as guidance.  



           11                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  When was that plan done 



           12    though, the existing plan?



           13                    MR. JASON WALSH:  I don't know.



           14                    MR. BRUNO:  I can find that out for you.



           15                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It's on their website, 



           16    and I'm sure -- I would guess it's in the mid '80s.  But 



           17    it is on their website.  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question is:  What 



           19    kind of land management plans would govern decisions for 



           20    the entire project?  And the Kuskokwim Area Plan is one 



           21    very good example, but there are several other management 



           22    plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for example, that 



           23    would also -- State land management plans, and then the 



           24    BLM has a land management plan.  And in each case the 



           25    permit decisions would have to act in concert with the 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        16







            1    land management plans.  



            2              So in some of the permit application materials 



            3    from Donlin, there is actually a fairly detailed listing 



            4    of what the land management plans are that would affect 



            5    permit decisions for the pipeline and the mine site and 



            6    then down on the transportation corridor to Jungjuk.  



            7              So land use planning is one layer of background 



            8    information that has to be considered in the permit 



            9    decisions.  



           10                    MR. MARK MATTER:  It's just my hope that 



           11    they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on 



           12    looking to say it's a violation of our existing management 



           13    plan and postpone it another couple years or something 



           14    along those lines.  In other words, get the lead out and 



           15    not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it 



           16    violates the plan or not, I guess.  



           17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good discussion.  Thank 



           18    you.  Other questions about the EIS?  



           19                    MR. JON WARD:  Jon Ward from Aniak.  I 



           20    have lived here many, many years.  Where is Jungjuk?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe there is 



           22    anything there right now.  It's -- you would -- you could 



           23    look at the map here.  There would be a 30-mile road 



           24    constructed from Jungjuk to the mine site.  It's downriver 



           25    from Crooked Creek.  I don't know exactly how many river 
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            1    miles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek.  And it 



            2    would require a 30-mile road from there to the mine site.  



            3                    MR. JON WARD:  The old government cabin, 



            4    they call it? 



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure what's there.  



            6                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It's up around the bend 



            7    from Oskawalik.  



            8                    MR. RAY PETERSON:  I think it's the area 



            9    below -- around Canoe Village area over, right?  This side 



           10    of Horn Mountain.  



           11                    MR. BRIAN KUHLE:  Brian Stephanoff from 



           12    Russian Mission.  I've got a question about the EIS 



           13    process.  It seems when I looked at the map that it 



           14    crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim.  I 



           15    counted five.  And I was wondering if salmon habitat has 



           16    also been pulled into question within this EIS.  



           17    Furthermore, crossing over salmon streams and going back 



           18    to indigenous knowledge, indigenous land use, will these 



           19    rights-of-way on the roads affect or limit the traditional 



           20    and customary uses over these landscapes and waterways or 



           21    that will hinder the -- a family's ability within these 



           22    nearby communities to go and freely harvest their foods, 



           23    these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess your first 



           25    question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the salmon 
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            1    fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.  



            2    And traditional and customary uses will be also considered 



            3    in the EIS.  If you have any specific information 



            4    regarding a specific salmon run or a fishery or your own 



            5    personal use, I would encourage you to submit those 



            6    comments to us, you know, either on our website or we will 



            7    tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the 



            8    number of ways you can submit your comments.  But you 



            9    know, we would like to know about any information you have 



           10    in those regards.  



           11                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Russian Mission is 



           12    on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed.  And looking 



           13    at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and 



           14    Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up 



           15    the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many 



           16    people living along the lower Yukon.  Salmon habitat is 



           17    also a very important and critical issue.  I believe that 



           18    some of -- some of the five species of salmon here to date 



           19    have been on the affected list.  I'm not sure if they are 



           20    a threatened species or impacted species, but -- 



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I can assure you we 



           22    are not going to limit our evaluation to one side of the 



           23    divide.  We are not going to limit it to the Kuskokwim 



           24    drainage.  We will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.  



           25                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  One last comment.  
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            1    When digging for any kind of soil and you run into a 



            2    burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural 



            3    patrimony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian 



            4    Mission and Aniak have these longstanding ties that 



            5    predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of 



            6    10,000 years.  So it would be nice if -- if any kind of -- 



            7    if these types of questions also be included in the EIS 



            8    because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for 



            9    example, a spear point or run into human remains, it would 



           10    be best to include these villagers that are tied in 



           11    ancestrally to these grounds.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess I can say that, 



           13    you know, when we issue permits, that we include 



           14    conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources, 



           15    that they stop to allow them to be evaluated, that they 



           16    notify us.  I guess I'm not sure if I followed your entire 



           17    question.  Are you also asking that local villages be 



           18    notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that 



           19    those exist?  



           20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  This free and 



           21    informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a 



           22    human remain, if there is a possibility.  That's all I was 



           23    commenting on.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, I think it's 



           25    helpful to mention that cultural resources are one of the 
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            1    technical study areas prior to the permitting.  So there 



            2    is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a 



            3    comprehensive study of cultural resources along the 



            4    project area.  That then becomes a section in the EIS, and 



            5    it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to 



            6    those cultural resources.  And then finally there are 



            7    protective measures or mitigation measures, and these can 



            8    even be permit conditions, like Don was just saying, where 



            9    there is a protocol for the proper handling of any 



           10    discovered cultural resources, unanticipated discoveries.  



           11    And those do often include consultation with local 



           12    communities.  There is actually separate legislation and 



           13    consultation requirements regarding cultural resources.  



           14              So I think you are raising a good point.  And 



           15    the answer is that this is a topic well within the EIS.  



           16                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Thank you.  



           17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Question on if anybody 



           18    wants to delve into the baseline information, the streams 



           19    that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or 



           20    wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Have you been on our website 



           22    yet?  



           23                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I have, yeah.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think the answer to 



           25    that is at the current time the baseline studies report, 
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            1    the environmental evaluation document is not quite 



            2    complete.  So the EIS team is working with parts of that 



            3    report.  Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating 



            4    agencies.  And this is a description of the baseline 



            5    studies, baseline conditions.  Then there is another 



            6    chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential 



            7    impacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin 



            8    Gold, with the applicant.  



            9              My understanding is once that complete report is 



           10    available, we would post it on the website.  That would 



           11    become a publicly available document.  So when it's 



           12    completed -- and that's not a long time from now -- when 



           13    the complete document is available, it is to be posted on 



           14    the website.  



           15                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  This is Ryan Maroney.  



           16    Would the actual data be posted, as well, or only the 



           17    report and analysis of the data?



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I think -- I'm not sure 



           19    exactly which data you are interested in, but I believe 



           20    that, you know, the wetlands data was, like, seven 



           21    gigabytes of data, and I think we decided that if anybody 



           22    wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to 



           23    get it to them.  As far as other data, I guess -- 



           24                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My question was 



           25    specifically all of it because during the time of 
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            1    collection requests were made to Donlin to share that 



            2    information, and they said they would share it at the time 



            3    that they filed the permit.  So I was just curious if that 



            4    would be shared via the Corps or separately.



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Our intent is to make data 



            6    available.  If it's not on the website yet, we will try to 



            7    get it on there.  If it's too much -- like I said, seven 



            8    gigabytes of data.  But if you wanted to review that, we 



            9    would find a way to make it available to you.



           10                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a detail 



           11    question we need to be a little careful and do this 



           12    step-wise.  Don is first referring to the wetlands permit 



           13    application, and it has quite extensive data on the 



           14    wetlands.  That is a public document.  And we haven't 



           15    posted it on the website because of the size, but we 



           16    invite special requests.  And we are able to transmit the 



           17    permit applications.  



           18              When a company goes to the government and says 



           19    we want to build something, do something, that permit and 



           20    all of its data in the permit is a public document.  Now, 



           21    the technical studies underlying the environmental 



           22    evaluation report, I don't actually know the current 



           23    status of whether all those technical studies are slated 



           24    for release or not.  But I think what's helpful tonight is 



           25    to take it as a scoping comment and for us to evaluate and 
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            1    explore whether all of the technical studies, the 



            2    environmental baseline studies could be released and what 



            3    the mechanism for that might be.  



            4              But I don't want us to get out -- I don't want 



            5    to answer a question that we don't really know the answer 



            6    to.  So let's treat it as a request as a question that 



            7    would be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and 



            8    the EIS leadership.  



            9              I think you have got another question.  



           10                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  I'd 



           11    like to second that in terms of every piece of baseline 



           12    data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access format 



           13    on-line for people because one problem is that certain 



           14    documents are sometimes available, but certain ones are 



           15    very difficult to come by.  And I know seven gigabytes is 



           16    a lot, but it can be broken down.  If there is a will, 



           17    there is a way to do that.  And so I'd like to make that a 



           18    scoping comment, as well, that every piece of information 



           19    that's available to any agency personnel internally should 



           20    also be available to anybody else.  



           21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Duly noted.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  I'll take that under 



           23    consideration.  Any other questions?



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Maybe we are ready to move 



           25    on.  The next section is going to be the project and its 
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            1    components.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move now to a 



            3    summary of the mining project proposed by Donlin Gold.  



            4    Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two large 



            5    international mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  



            6    And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands owned by 



            7    two Alaska Native corporations.  The Calista Corporation 



            8    is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is 



            9    the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a very large 



           10    project.  They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of 



           11    gold per year for a time frame of 27 and a half years of 



           12    production.  And they will be processing 59,000 tons of 



           13    ore each day.  



           14              We have already noted that Donlin Gold would be 



           15    located in a remote part of the state stretching from Cook 



           16    Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home to some 



           17    66 communities that might be affected by the project.  In 



           18    many communities the project might affect lands and 



           19    resources that are used for subsistence and other 



           20    livelihood activities.  This project will face an 



           21    extensive set of legal requirements, including many 



           22    permits and many agencies involved.  



           23              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a 



           24    time line from exploration through closure.  Donlin has 



           25    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 
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            1    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit 



            2    applications, and we are now starting the three-year 



            3    permitting period, the first step of which is the scoping 



            4    meetings.  That's why we are here tonight for a scoping 



            5    meeting.  



            6              At the conclusion of the EIS process, the 



            7    agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If 



            8    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with 



            9    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27 



           10    and a half years of operations.  



           11              At the conclusion of the active life of the 



           12    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and 



           13    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill 



           14    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste 



           15    treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility 



           16    and the waste rock storage facilities.  The lands would be 



           17    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.  



           18              I'll turn to the major components of the 



           19    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.  



           20    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the 



           21    Trans-Alaska Pipeline system.  It would be a cold pipe.  



           22    It would not generate heat and would not damage the 



           23    permafrost.  



           24              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the 



           25    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using 
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            1    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the 



            2    center photo on the top of the slide.  This technique 



            3    would be used among the other crossings to be used to 



            4    cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.  



            5              The image of a block valve on the right side of 



            6    the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not 



            7    be fenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to 



            8    subsistence uses areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed 



            9    every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring 



           10    and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process 



           11    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The 



           12    design would allow access, but after construction, no 



           13    improved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water 



           14    crossings.  



           15              This slide shows the pipeline would start at 



           16    Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west 



           17    along the foothills of the Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim 



           18    River Valley, continue west to the mine site at Crooked 



           19    Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State 



           20    lands, 34 percent BLM lands, ten percent Native 



           21    corporation land.  



           22              If you would note the blue segments where an 



           23    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge 



           24    and the Alaska Range.  This would separate from the 



           25    original proposal at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary 
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            1    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently 



            2    notified the Corps that this alternative is under 



            3    consideration, and they will be examining it during 



            4    geotechnical investigations this coming summer.  



            5              This slide shows the project components at the 



            6    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of those.  



            7    Number one on the slide is the open pit which would 



            8    eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long, 



            9    one mile wide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the 



           10    mine life.  



           11              Number two is the tailings impoundment, 



           12    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.  



           13    It would cover about 2,350 acres.  That would be about 



           14    three and a half square miles.  And the tailings are the 



           15    powder-like material that's left after the gold has been 



           16    removed in the mill.  



           17              Number three is the waste rock facility, which 



           18    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the 



           19    rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  



           20              These major facilities support the mill and 



           21    would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.  



           22              This is an overview of the major transportation 



           23    infrastructure.  The project would require new or expanded 



           24    port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to 



           25    river barges.  The barges would proceed up the Kuskokwim 
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            1    River to a new barge landing that would be constructed at 



            2    Jungjuk, and from there they would be taken by -- there 



            3    would be a new 30-mile road to the mine site.  Also at the 



            4    mine site would be, or near the mine site, a new 



            5    5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mine site would be a 



            6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.  



            7              This is the proposed barge landing at Jungjuk.  



            8    And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank 



            9    and about 1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total 



           10    of 26 acres.  



           11                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre.  



           12    How much barge traffic would be expected?  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm going to get to that here 



           14    in just a --



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question.  Here comes 



           16    the answer.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  The Donlin Gold project 



           18    would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim River to 



           19    transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to 



           20    power the large mining equipment and trucks at the mine.  



           21    And the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  There would 



           22    be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be 



           23    about three barge tow passings per day.  It would be most 



           24    likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any 



           25    given day.  There would be four barges per tow.  It would 
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            1    be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58 



            2    fuel barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550 



            3    tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons 



            4    each.  And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and 



            5    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same during 



            6    both the construction and the operations periods.



            7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  So just about anywhere 



            8    you are on the river there is a chance you will see three 



            9    barges a day whether you are -- 



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Three barge tows.  Each tow 



           11    would have four barges, yes.



           12                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  At any given point on 



           13    the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average 



           14    you would see three, two up, one down and vice versa?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  That's my understanding, yes.  



           16                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  How are they 



           17    analyzing the impacts of that traffic on the -- I mean, is 



           18    there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they 



           19    analyzing the impact of that on the river, the silt, the 



           20    fish, et cetera, et cetera?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I think a good part of that 



           22    will be based on comments that are -- that we receive on 



           23    the concerns that are out there, and -- 



           24                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  There is no --



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know offhand.  I 
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            1    expect maybe Taylor probably knows better than I do what's 



            2    been done so far.



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Only because I'm five 



            4    pages ahead in the study plans than Don is.  But there is 



            5    actually an analysis.  This could be broken into several 



            6    components.  The physical component which would look at 



            7    hydrology, erosion and sedimentation effects of barge 



            8    traffic.  So there is a baseline study having to do with 



            9    erosion and sedimentation in the Kuskokwim River.  Then 



           10    the biological component would be the potential for 



           11    impacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to 



           12    wildlife.  And I don't remember a baseline.  I don't know 



           13    the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be 



           14    analyzed in the EIS.  And then the third category would be 



           15    displacement of existing uses.  So river travel, 



           16    commercial fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would 



           17    be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic 



           18    would have.  



           19              So there is some base -- it would be good to say 



           20    some of the baseline data has been examined and it forms 



           21    the foundation for this analysis and estimate of impacts 



           22    that will come in the draft EIS.



           23                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  So where in the 



           24    thousands and thousands and thousands of pages is that 



           25    analysis found?  In Chapter 3?
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm trying to remember 



            2    where I read this and when.  So the environmental 



            3    evaluation document baseline conditions does have a 



            4    section with some diagrams and maps of the erosion and 



            5    sedimentation dynamics in the Kuskokwim River.  They also 



            6    in the biological section have a set of observations about 



            7    birds and some other wildlife under baseline conditions in 



            8    the Kuskokwim River occurrence, frequency, distribution as 



            9    it is now.  And that would then be the basis for the 



           10    future, the estimate of change.



           11                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I guess I don't know 



           12    if I'm articulating myself.  My question is:  Did they do 



           13    a baseline study by following a barge up the river and see 



           14    what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do 



           15    they just do a study that these are how many birds we have 



           16    at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?  



           17    How did they analyze the impact of the barge?  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I haven't seen the 



           19    effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects 



           20    document.  I was only responding to the question about 



           21    what kind of baseline material was there.  We have got 



           22    some follow-up questions, so I want to be courteous in 



           23    this.  George had his hand up in a second and then we can 



           24    come back to you, Mark, if that's okay.  And Lisa, are we 



           25    good for a second?  We may have to come back to this in 
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            1    additional discussion?



            2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm just wondering 



            3    if you could point out where I could find it.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You have Chapter 3 as a 



            5    cooperating agency, the environmental effects document in 



            6    Chapter 3.  So it's going to be towards the front of it in 



            7    the section on the physical environment for erosion and 



            8    sedimentation, some of the river hydrology baseline 



            9    material.  



           10              George, go ahead.  



           11                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan from 



           12    Kalskag.  We have three or four barge lines in the river 



           13    already.  My concern is, where do they dump their water 



           14    and sewer in the barges?  Right now they just dump them 



           15    into the river.  Is this going to be a policy here where 



           16    you don't dump into the river, have septic tanks or you 



           17    can go to villages and dump your water and sewer.  Don't 



           18    dump it into the river.  That's my concern.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good comment.  I think 



           20    Mark was next.  



           21                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary, Napaimute.  



           22    Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the 



           23    Crowley barge on a few trips collecting information.  



           24    That's how they built some of the planning.  That's what 



           25    little bit I know.  
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            1                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou 



            2    Williams from Kalskag.  Correct me if I'm hearing wrong, 



            3    but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you 



            4    will be seeing them wherever you are?



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you wouldn't -- you 



            6    couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.  



            7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean if I 



            8    was in Bethel or if I was in Aniak or even in Kalskag I 



            9    would see three a day come by no matter where I was?



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  If you sat on the bank for 24 



           11    hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either 



           12    up or down.



           13                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  And then three 



           14    more coming down the next day?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  It might be two up and 



           16    one down or one up and two down most likely, I suppose.  



           17    That would be the most likely scenario.  



           18                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Annie asked you if the 



           19    next day you would see the three again.  Every day three 



           20    would go by.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you know, that's -- I 



           22    think if you add up the total estimated amount, they have 



           23    allowed some for logistics and, you know, it probably 



           24    won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you 



           25    know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational 
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            1    plan is, as I understand it, would allow -- that would be 



            2    the most likely scenario.



            3                    MR. MARK LEARY:  One thing they learned -- 



            4    and I'd like to hear more about it -- is there are some 



            5    spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow.  They 



            6    have to stop, break two off, push two through, come back, 



            7    get the other two.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess I'm not aware 



            9    of that.  I would ask that you make a comment to that, you 



           10    know, submit that comment to us one way or another, 



           11    either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the 



           12    website or e-mail it to me so that we can be sure to get 



           13    that into the record.



           14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me respond to this, 



           15    and then we will continue the questions.  There is 



           16    actually a transportation plan that is mentioned in one of 



           17    the permit documents.  It was not completed as of the end 



           18    of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details.  What 



           19    we are providing here is really a pretty rough estimate, 



           20    but I do know that a more detailed plan for the 



           21    transportation process is under preparation.  And when 



           22    that's available, it would be posted on the website the 



           23    same as the other permit application documents.  So I 



           24    think there is still a lot to learn about the details of 



           25    the barging process.  
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            1              Many of the comments tonight belong in the 



            2    record as scoping questions that need to be examined.  We 



            3    need to look more deeply into this and have much more 



            4    information about it by the time we get to the EIS.  



            5              So there was -- I think Jacques was in line for 



            6    a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then 



            7    Raymond Peterson.  



            8                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Are you guys going 



            9    to compare other rivers that have experienced large growth 



           10    like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Other rivers that have --



           12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Well, since we 



           13    haven't seen this growth before, maybe there is other 



           14    rivers in Alaska or throughout the country that have 



           15    experienced barge growth, I guess, that you might be able 



           16    to compare to.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  I mean, I'm not aware -- I 



           18    haven't seen all the studies on that so far.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Again, we are at an early 



           20    stage.  We are gathering input to guide the EIS, so I 



           21    think it's a very helpful question as a scoping comment.



           22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm sure we are not 



           23    the first river to see a growth in traffic.  



           24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And you are suggesting 



           25    there ought to be a comparative analysis with other cases.  
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            1    I think I can say generally that the subject matter 



            2    specialists operate from their literatures, and those 



            3    would be case studies and other comparable examples that 



            4    would allow them to make a reasoned estimate for the 



            5    impacts in this case.  So we will make note of your 



            6    emphasis on comparative cases.  And then I think that's 



            7    something that the subject matter folks are likely to do 



            8    anyway, but this would be a way to emphasize the 



            9    importance of it.  



           10              So then we had Mark, and then Raymond Peterson.  



           11    So Mark, go ahead.  



           12                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I would like the EIS to 



           13    address any future dredging that may be necessary in some 



           14    of the shallow water processes.  It would be good to have 



           15    that addressed ahead of time, the impacts that's going to 



           16    be and what's the extent of any dredging that might take 



           17    place.  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Raymond, please.



           19                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson, local 



           20    resident, former riverboat pilot.  So I know, you know, 



           21    you have got so much traffic going up and down, I never 



           22    hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you 



           23    know, because that's important before you do all your 



           24    trafficking.  And then the river changes so much.  And 



           25    every year water drops or water raises.  And that's when 
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            1    you have to be real careful on what you do on your 



            2    churning, you know, on the fish we have.  So be very 



            3    careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you 



            4    have your GPS.  We use the eye and know the river.  And 



            5    now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge 



            6    systems next.  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Allen Simeon from 



            9    Aniak.  Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got 



           10    20 blockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross 



           11    how many rivers?  I'm wondering, are you going to be 



           12    having those before and/or after each river?  And how much 



           13    pressure is in that pipeline?  And do you have a storage 



           14    area to hold off anything else that you have to divert in 



           15    case there is a breakage?  Because this 300-and-some mile 



           16    of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure 



           17    in there if there is a breakage.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know that their 



           19    position -- they're not positioned -- 



           20                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  You're going to be 



           21    hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some 



           22    sort of a process.  Now, you are going to get gas over 



           23    there.  What if something happens to that gas?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline -- one of our 



           25    cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and -- 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        38







            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Hazardous Materials -- 



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Hazardous Materials and Safety 



            3    Administration.  And I'm sure that they will look at that 



            4    in great detail.  



            5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Another question is, 



            6    you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things, 



            7    and by rule they don't have to contain the whole amount 



            8    that's stored there.  And over there at Crooked Creek 



            9    there, if there is a rupture, that's a tremendous amount 



           10    of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked 



           11    Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of 



           12    Alaska.  I just want to bring that up.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a good comment, and we 



           14    will make sure that that's examined.



           15                    MR. MARK MATTER:  [inaudible] at SHAW last 



           16    spring doing some paperwork for our mining operation, and 



           17    they were told I guess through NovaGold, because they have 



           18    a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were 



           19    planning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before 



           20    they started bringing gas for their gas product.  Anybody 



           21    heard anything about that?  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard anything about 



           23    that.  



           24                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I mean, these are 



           25    federal agencies.  They told us that.  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we can say loud 



            2    and clear that the application is for a natural gas 



            3    pipeline, full stop.  There is nothing in the plan of 



            4    development for the natural gas pipeline that talks about 



            5    any other fuel resources being transported in it.  And we 



            6    have said a number of times today that the -- this process 



            7    is legally driven, that the permit application triggers an 



            8    EIS.  The EIS is a comprehensive analysis.  Ultimately 



            9    there are permit decisions, and if those decisions are 



           10    positive, there are detailed permit conditions.  I think 



           11    many of you are somewhat familiar with the details that go 



           12    with a right-of-way grant or other kind of permits.  



           13              So there is not going to be bait and switch on 



           14    something of that sort.  The application is binding.  The 



           15    legal decisions, the permit decisions are binding in that 



           16    respect.  



           17                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I had questions 



           18    about that pipeline, also.  You know, it's my 



           19    understanding natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and 



           20    they are --



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Pressurized, yes.  



           22                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, they are 



           23    high pressure.  I was working on the Slope working on the 



           24    pipeline and stuff.  When they rupture, they rupture 



           25    violently.  What kind of emergency response do we have for 
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            1    an accident like that?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it does have emergency 



            3    valves.  And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the 



            4    Pipeline Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration, 



            5    and that's their bailiwick.  That's what they will be 



            6    analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.  



            7                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Would they be 



            8    based out of Anchorage and be flying to these locations, 



            9    or are there going to be roadways to them, or how would 



           10    they access it?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  How are they going to access 



           12    it if there is a accident?  



           13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, the pipeline 



           14    in general.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  I imagine they would -- in 



           16    their permits would establish procedures but, you know, 



           17    that would be up to them.  And it would be addressed in 



           18    the EIS.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the pipeline design is 



           20    to prevent a release, and then the protective measures in 



           21    the permit conditions define the drill -- there will be an 



           22    emergency response plan that outlines what materials are 



           23    staged, prestaged and how they would be mobilized, what 



           24    kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on 



           25    any spill response.  So we are sort of delving in -- I 
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            1    think it's helpful to ask will the EIS address these 



            2    things, and the answer is yes, these are standard elements 



            3    of an EIS.  And your asking the question makes it all the 



            4    more important that we address it really thoroughly in the 



            5    EIS.  



            6              So we are very early in this.  I hope folks were 



            7    paying attention.  This is a three-year project before the 



            8    EIS is completed.  After scoping in this next month, the 



            9    technical teams go to work for over a year to put together 



           10    the draft EIS.  It comes out in late summer of 2014.  And 



           11    then you have another chance to look and see if the 



           12    questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough 



           13    review and provided good answers.  If they didn't, you get 



           14    another chance to say, wait a minute, I'm not satisfied 



           15    with that answer in the draft.  I want more attention on 



           16    this and that, and that becomes the basis for the final 



           17    EIS in the last year.  



           18                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  This 314-mile pipeline, 



           19    no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are going 



           20    to lose your pressure coming between here and there.  And 



           21    what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the 



           22    rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be 



           23    people there to actually monitor that or what's going to 



           24    happen?  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is just -- 
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            1    there is one pressure compression station located towards 



            2    the beginning closer to Cook Inlet.  I don't recall the 



            3    exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.  



            4    There is just one compression station.



            5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  That's going to be a 



            6    tremendous amount of pressure in the very beginning before 



            7    it can get all the way over there to reach the end.  And 



            8    I've witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel line and what 



            9    they have to do just to go six miles with fuel.  And I was 



           10    wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start 



           11    off with.  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me suggest this on 



           13    one of the -- when we wrap up, we can pull up the plan of 



           14    development and look it up.  I'm not quick enough on that 



           15    detail to have it in my head, but I know how we can look 



           16    it up.  So we will do that together, Allen, before we 



           17    leave tonight.  I couldn't happen to remember there was 



           18    one compression station, and it's in about milepost 15 or 



           19    20.  It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.  



           20    And according to the design, that is sufficient to 



           21    power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the 



           22    range and out to the Kuskokwim Valley.



           23                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And then the horizontal 



           24    drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the 



           25    Kuskokwim River and up on the other side, is that correct?  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Correct. 



            2                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And who is going to do 



            3    that?  I'm just wondering.  



            4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's a very good question.  



            5    All of the construction -- we are at the permitting stage.  



            6    If the permits are issued, then Donlin would set out in 



            7    the construction phase.  And I think, generally speaking, 



            8    they select contractors to do this kind of work.  The 



            9    pipeline plan of development actually has quite a bit of 



           10    detail about the phases, what would occur each year and 



           11    starting at two different ends.  So we could peek at some 



           12    of that.  We certainly don't know the names of contractors 



           13    that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done 



           14    generally by contractors.  



           15                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  The reason I ask that 



           16    is, I'm familiar with that.  I seen that at Alpine when 



           17    they went underneath the river.  And they had to run 



           18    portable generators just to keep the ground from thawing 



           19    out.  Now, I don't know what kind of problems we are going 



           20    to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running 



           21    the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any 



           22    kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially 



           23    going under rivers because the river erodes by itself 



           24    regardless every year.  And assisting it in any way I 



           25    think might create more problems.  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think damage to 



            2    permafrost and the potential implications of horizontal 



            3    directional drilling on river erosion, these are some 



            4    scoping questions that Allen is raising for us.  Jacques 



            5    and then Mark and then Ryan.



            6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Would Donlin be 



            7    paying for the pipeline project or -- I'm not sure how 



            8    that would work.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I know you know the 



           10    answer.  We all know the answer to that.



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  It's their pipeline.



           12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'd just like to 



           13    make a request as part of the permitting process that 



           14    there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook 



           15    into the pipeline as part of the deal.  And that if the 



           16    State grants the permits, it seems like it would be a 



           17    tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to come 



           18    this close without having the option of us hooking into 



           19    it.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  For the purpose of the EIS, we 



           21    are not going to evaluate all that.  What's the term? 



           22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Common carrier.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Common carrier is my 



           24    understanding.  Would be a common carrier and, you know, I 



           25    guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to 
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            1    delve into details of that as part of the EIS.  



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the regulatory status 



            3    of this pipeline, when they use the term common carrier, 



            4    it means that any party can ask to transport gas.  That 



            5    pipeline does not belong to one party and that company -- 



            6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  They are just 



            7    building it.  



            8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  They build it, they 



            9    install it.  They obviously have the primary use of it, 



           10    but a common carrier pipeline is available for other 



           11    parties.  So the Middle Kuskokwim Electric Co-op, some 



           12    other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes 



           13    of power generation in the Kuskokwim Valley.  



           14              As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into 



           15    a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer 



           16    to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that 



           17    pipeline would be a common carrier.  



           18              I forgot who was next.  I think Mark and then 



           19    Ryan.  



           20                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary.  I have some 



           21    good questions.  I've learned a little bit about it.  I 



           22    wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the 



           23    Kuskokwim.  And if I remember right I might be off a 



           24    little bit.  It's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to 



           25    be way below the bottom of the river.  It's going to be in 
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            1    the bedrock.  



            2              My question was back to barging.  At the meeting 



            3    in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard 



            4    declined to be a cooperating agency.  But if this goes 



            5    forward, will we expect to see more permanent Coast Guard 



            6    presence on the river?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Because of the additional 



            8    barge traffic?



            9                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Yeah.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be up to them, I 



           11    guess.  I'm not -- I can't speak for the Coast Guard.  I 



           12    don't know.  It's not -- I guess if you feel there is 



           13    hazards that they need to somehow monitor or control or 



           14    regulate, then I guess that's a comment I'd ask you to get 



           15    into the record here.



           16                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It seems like we all 



           17    behave better when the cops are around.



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's don't lose sight of 



           19    the fact, just because they don't step forward as a 



           20    cooperating agency and come every other week to a meeting, 



           21    they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation.  



           22    So Don I think said last night, and I really want to 



           23    underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a 



           24    responsibility in terms of navigational aids and 



           25    navigation in the navigable waterways.  And that doesn't 
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            1    go away.  Later in the stage we expect them to get a lot 



            2    more engaged in the EIS and in the permitting process to 



            3    understand specific legal responsibilities that they might 



            4    have.  Not so much now, but later on when we get to this 



            5    navigation question, that is one where the Coast Guard has 



            6    some legal obligations.  



            7                    MR. MARK LEARY:  We can expect the route 



            8    to be buoyed every year?  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know the extent, 



           10    the exact configuration of their involvement in it.  I 



           11    don't think we know that for now.  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  You could certainly make -- 



           13    you know, like I said, get your comments and questions 



           14    into the record, and as we look into these, we will work 



           15    with the Coast Guard and get their responses.  And those 



           16    could be included in the draft.  



           17                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My name is Ryan 



           18    Maroney, and I just had a question about the process.  If 



           19    the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is 



           20    this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally, 



           21    is that considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you 



           22    should bring that forward on the website or submit it, but 



           23    if people say it right now, is that considered on the 



           24    record, or are you just encouraging them to put more 



           25    detail into a second comment?
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  It's on the record, but I 



            2    guess I'm just trying to be very thorough and ask people 



            3    to, you know --



            4                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  I just wanted to make 



            5    sure if they brought it up now that it was considered and 



            6    if they didn't get to the web or submit it or write a 



            7    letter later --



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  It will all be transcribed and 



            9    all the issues that are raised in the meetings will be 



           10    addressed.  



           11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose this in a 



           12    minute.  We have got just one or two more slides on the 



           13    project description, and then we want to go to issues.  So 



           14    Mark, work with us.  We will take the question now, but 



           15    let's keep track of the -- we have some more things to 



           16    cover.  



           17                    MR. MARK MATTER:  So help me in the 



           18    process.  You said you are going to proceed with this EIS 



           19    on the understanding that there will be no access -- did I 



           20    hear that earlier -- of this corridor?  No public access.  



           21    Did I hear that earlier?  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's the opposite.  



           24    I think what this slide showed is that the pipeline 



           25    corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        49







            1    compressor station, some of the safety valves are fenced 



            2    in a ten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature 



            3    is not fenced.  It is not a barrier to travel traditional 



            4    uses across the landscape.  The last part of what Don said 



            5    is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the 



            6    purpose of building the pipeline.  It will be demobilized.  



            7    All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area 



            8    that's brushed every ten years.  And that's for the 



            9    purposes of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for 



           10    monitoring.



           11                    MR. MARK MATTER:  What about snowmachines?  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Actually, it's a very 



           13    important point.  I think we do understand that on the 



           14    Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access from the west 



           15    side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an 



           16    important potential issue about security to some of the 



           17    facilities and displacement of uses.  And I don't think we 



           18    have all the answers on that yet.  I think there is still 



           19    a lot to learn about what public uses might turn out to be 



           20    on a cleared right-of-way of that sort.  But I think on 



           21    the Kuskokwim Valley side, starting with the questions 



           22    that our friend from Russian Mission raised, the key is 



           23    that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional land 



           24    uses on the Kuskokwim side of the range.  



           25                    MR. JASON WALSH:  Excuse me, Taylor.  
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            1    There is a lot of questions about the pipeline.  And if 



            2    after the meeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have 



            3    questions about the State's authority and how we will 



            4    issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that 



            5    right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State land and 



            6    what that means, common carrier access or otherwise, you 



            7    can come talk to me.  I'll be happy to answer your 



            8    questions so we can not bog it down here.



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Other infrastructure includes 



           10    a construction camp.  It would have 2,500 beds which would 



           11    support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  



           12    This includes some smaller remote camps for the pipeline 



           13    construction, as well.  The permanent camp would have 600 



           14    beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees 



           15    working shifts, meaning that only about half of the total 



           16    workforce would be on site at any given time.  



           17              So we are back to questions on the project 



           18    description.  Or should we move on and wrap it up?  I 



           19    guess we will keep going.  



           20              So we mentioned earlier the purpose of the 



           21    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One 



           22    major issue is -- I'm sorry.  One major area is water 



           23    resources.  Streams and other surface waters would be 



           24    diverted away from and around the mining activities in 



           25    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.  
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            1    Ground water would be consumed as part of the mining 



            2    process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streams.  



            3    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower 



            4    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby 



            5    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, 



            6    could generate acid or leach metals.  So, waste rock, 



            7    tailings and other runoff would have to be carefully 



            8    managed to avoid contaminating the waters outside of the 



            9    mine site.



           10              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



           11    shows some examples of issues that we expect.  There would 



           12    be several sources of emissions, including a large number 



           13    of large mining vehicles, 227-megawatt power plant, dust 



           14    generated by removing and processing the overburden, waste 



           15    rock and the ore.  



           16              Climate change is a growing concern and will 



           17    need to be considered as large amounts of hydrocarbons 



           18    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several 



           19    areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury 



           20    could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury 



           21    stack emissions could occur during the milling process, 



           22    and any mercury co-product would require careful storage 



           23    and transport.  



           24              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous 



           25    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good 
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            1    response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.  



            2              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands 



            3    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



            4    subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed 



            5    project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this 



            6    10,000 would be at the mine site and related 



            7    infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline.  These areas would 



            8    be impacted by excavating, filling, vegetation removal and 



            9    other disturbances.  And 6,900 of these acres would be 



           10    wetlands.  There would be habitat loss or reduced habitat 



           11    values for fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by 



           12    the project and as well as habitat loss that could also be 



           13    direct disturbance of individual animals.  We have talked 



           14    quite a bit about barge traffic so far.  And subsistence 



           15    and traditional land uses would also be affected by the 



           16    loss of land through development.  



           17              Here are some more examples of issues and 



           18    concerns.  These are focused on the communities, cultural 



           19    resources and recreation.  Community life would be 



           20    affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and 



           21    1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new employment 



           22    and income brought into the area, but also many effects on 



           23    community and human health.  Cultural resources, both 



           24    archeological and historic, that exist in the area might 



           25    be disturbed or destroyed.  And recreation and visual 
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            1    resources might also be affected by new structures and 



            2    mining operations.  For all these issues, we would look at 



            3    avoiding them -- avoiding the impacts as best we could and 



            4    minimizing them as well as we can.  And if we can't avoid 



            5    them or minimize, we will try to mitigate for them.  



            6              So to conclude, we know that this proposed 



            7    project and the lands and resources are important to you.  



            8    And we would like to emphasize that there are several ways 



            9    it get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the 



           10    most important thing by being here tonight for the scoping 



           11    meeting.  We would also invite you to go to our website at 



           12    donlingoldeis.com for more information or to submit 



           13    comments.  Or you can contact me directly.  753-2780 is my 



           14    direct phone line, and my e-mail address is there as well.  



           15    For tribal matters you can contact our tribal liaison for 



           16    the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer.  And her direct 



           17    phone number and e-mail are there, as well.  



           18              We have had two tribal teleconferences so far 



           19    that discussed cooperating agency status and 



           20    government-to-government consultations.  We had those on 



           21    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have 



           22    others.  Tribal governments, as we have mentioned already, 



           23    have the opportunity to enter into 



           24    government-to-government consultation, as well as 



           25    requesting cooperating agency status.  
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            1              So that's the end of the formal presentation.  



            2    If there is any remaining questions, we will answer those 



            3    and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody 



            4    would like to provide comments for the record, we can do 



            5    that then.  If you do have any written comments, if you 



            6    make -- if you provide testimony and have written 



            7    comments, we ask that you leave a copy for our recorder so 



            8    that she can more easily get all the details.  



            9                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou 



           10    Williams from Kalskag.  I have a question.  You were going 



           11    through this, and I thought about air quality.  Are they 



           12    going to test the air now as it is, and then during the 



           13    process will they be monitoring it?  Because not only are 



           14    they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries, 



           15    your fish and all the plants and everything.  Sometimes 



           16    when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago, 



           17    we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries 



           18    wouldn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know 



           19    what was causing it.  My concern would be the effects of 



           20    the barge traveling and with the smoke and all this other 



           21    stuff that would be going on.  Would that also be 



           22    monitored?  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  There has been extensive 



           24    air quality monitoring that's been done so far, and that 



           25    will continue throughout the -- throughout the 
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            1    construction and the operation of the mine.  



            2                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean from 



            3    the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling 



            4    once they start -- 



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Will they do air quality 



            6    monitoring all the way up and down the river?  



            7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Yes.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess at this point I'd just 



            9    have to take that as a comment.  I'm not aware of that.  



           10    It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the 



           11    mine site, air quality monitoring?  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question of monitoring 



           13    in real time is a good scoping comment.  I know the 



           14    technical specialists that will address the air quality, 



           15    they have signatures for different kinds of transportation 



           16    vehicles, the emissions signature, and they will estimate 



           17    the emissions of the barges based on the loads on the 



           18    engines and so on.  That much they can do as a technical 



           19    analysis.  But I think your question went to monitoring in 



           20    real time in the operational life of the project, and 



           21    that's a good comment that we will take into account.



           22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre, 



           23    Aniak.  I was wondering if there is going to be any 



           24    monitoring of precipitation.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  They have weather stations at 
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            1    the mine site.  Oh, you mean for water quality?



            2                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  When evaporation 



            3    occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of 



            4    the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on 



            5    all our blueberries and everything.  Is there a chance of 



            6    spreading chemicals to different parts of the region?  



            7                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Like acid rain 



            8    or something.



            9                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Yeah.  Because I 



           10    know you talked about mercury emissions and -- does that 



           11    get into our atmosphere to come down at another spot?  



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  I expect that that will be 



           13    looked at, yes.  



           14                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I didn't see 



           15    anything about precipitation in there.  



           16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think what they do on 



           17    air quality and emissions is called fate and transport, 



           18    what becomes of emissions, where are they -- how are they 



           19    transported, where are they deposited.  So it's not my 



           20    area of technical expertise, but I've read that kind of 



           21    discussion in an EIS.  It's not enough to just say it goes 



           22    out the stack.  They are concerned about where it lands 



           23    and therefore the impacts on --



           24                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm talking about 



           25    evaporation from the pool there and there's the 
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            1    acid-forming rock.  Does that acid get into the atmosphere 



            2    and come down in other places?  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question for 



            4    analysis.



            5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  The only thing I do know 



            6    about that is they had an air quality station here in 



            7    Aniak that they were monitoring for mercury deposition, 



            8    and I know they aren't doing that anymore, but they did at 



            9    least do that for probably a two-year period.  



           10                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Brian Stephanoff, 



           11    Russian Mission.  I got a comment.  How much -- how 



           12    much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work 



           13    coincide with each other between like the State and 



           14    federal agencies, such as environmental working together 



           15    with scientific knowledge with indigenous knowledge to 



           16    make this -- these comment periods a lot more meaningful?  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  The interaction between the 



           18    State and the federal --



           19                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Interdisciplinary 



           20    where you have many departments work together to address 



           21    and analyze current problems.  As a scholar, I got my 



           22    master's degree and I've listened to many accounts 



           23    throughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their 



           24    conflicts with mineral development and the South Americans 



           25    and their indigenous groups and some of their conflicts 
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            1    with many types of mineral development, too.  And one 



            2    thing they have always noticed and it's very common in 



            3    these parts of these United States is the lack of 



            4    interdisciplinary work.  It's hard to get one department 



            5    with another to -- especially when trying to find out 



            6    about contaminants in Native foods.  That's just an 



            7    example.  



            8              I was just giving that introductory piece 



            9    because going back to the tailings of the two-mile long 



           10    and whatever depth that is, that's a large bowl of mercury 



           11    and other mineral wastes that would be set aside.  And the 



           12    half life of -- or the life expectancy of such chemicals 



           13    to degrade and not be harmful -- as harmful to the 



           14    environment is just so astronomically -- it seems very 



           15    awful to imagine all of the thousands upon thousands of 



           16    gallons of mercury and cyanide and whatever other 



           17    contaminants are going to be building up inside these 



           18    basins near Crooked Creek that might eventually tear apart 



           19    because there is always some type of environmental 



           20    disaster of some sort.  Something is always going to go 



           21    wrong.  



           22              Just for the natural environment to consume 



           23    parts of those chemicals and let it erode down to a 



           24    certain point where it gets lesser of a form of -- or 



           25    degree of contaminant, it should also include all the 
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            1    animals and all the human beings that live around there 



            2    because they are -- the future generations that live 



            3    around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the 



            4    seven generations will have harm from many of these 



            5    contaminants if such a catastrophe was to happen, leaking 



            6    whatever is inside the tailings ponds.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  If I understand what you are 



            8    asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and 



            9    different disciplines working together, that's the purpose 



           10    for cooperating agencies.  We have, you know, the -- we 



           11    invited all the federal agencies that we thought could 



           12    provide expertise to be cooperating agencies.  We have 



           13    both federal and State agencies.  And we have invited 



           14    tribes to provide, you know, local knowledge.  The third 



           15    party contractor, Taylor's team, you know, they have -- 



           16    they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that 



           17    will be looking at it.  So you know, that's the way that I 



           18    believe we will address your concern, as I understood it.  



           19    Yes.



           20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to 



           21    further conclude that there is many permanent residents 



           22    that live inside these villages along the Kuskokwim and 



           23    Yukon, and many of them intend to stay permanent.  And the 



           24    gold mine would be -- or those that mine the gold are just 



           25    part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and just 
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            1    leave while the waste and all the contaminants and the 



            2    aftermath of such destruction will further erode and 



            3    degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide 



            4    to stay behind.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Fine.  Thank you for that.  



            6    I'll take that as a comment for the record.  Yes.  



            7                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  We are 



            8    going to put this in writing later, too, but at this time 



            9    for the -- as a scoping comment, I'd like to suggest that 



           10    some of these key areas of concern be addressed with 



           11    simple fact sheets from whether it's URS or the Corps of 



           12    Engineers.  I think one of the problems that people always 



           13    run into is that they feel they have to review literally 



           14    two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get 



           15    relatively basic questions answered.  So I'd like to 



           16    suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water 



           17    treatment, in particular, as it relates to acid drainage, 



           18    mercury, both in water and as air emissions, the risks of 



           19    those be distributed to all stakeholders in simple fact 



           20    sheets, and then also a lot of the things that other 



           21    people have brought up such as the impacts of erosion from 



           22    barge transport and the concern with the window during 



           23    fishing season where it sounds like there is going to be 



           24    real conflict there.  



           25              So I think all these things need to have fact 
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            1    sheets that are simple that are just a couple pages long 



            2    that are distributed.  A good start would be to everybody 



            3    who signed in at every scoping meeting so that every 



            4    effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets 



            5    that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue 



            6    that's often overlooked.  



            7              And people last night in Bethel were asking 



            8    about this.  How long will water need to be treated at the 



            9    mine site after the mine is closed?  And a lot of times 



           10    the answer can be thousands of years after closure.  And I 



           11    think people really have to understand the long-term 



           12    impacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do.  In 



           13    this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at 



           14    this point because we don't have good access to prediction 



           15    data at this part of the process, so we are always told to 



           16    just wait because it's a process; but sometimes if you 



           17    wait too long you miss your window to actually affect the 



           18    process.  



           19              So I think it's really important that people -- 



           20    a lot of the environmental chemists are saying that the 



           21    two biggest issues at this mine are mercury and acid 



           22    drainage.  So it would be very nice if these things were 



           23    summarized in simple fact sheets and distributed to every 



           24    known stakeholder.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  I think that's a 
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            1    good idea.     



            2                    MR. HERMAN MORGAN:  Yeah.  My name is 



            3    Herman Morgan from Aniak.  I'd like to echo some of the 



            4    comments and concerns, you know.  We live here in this 



            5    river, and it's very important because it's our way of 



            6    life for our fish and environment, you know.  And you guys 



            7    are just here for a little while, and then you guys will 



            8    go back, too.  I hope you understand how important 



            9    protecting our environment is.  You know, all the money in 



           10    the world can't buy back our way of life and our salmon.  



           11    Like them barges, they showed us four barges, four 



           12    barges -- one barge pushing four.  What they call that?  



           13    Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see 



           14    now.  



           15              And we are already having salmon concerns, 



           16    salmon closures.  And it kind of concerned me when you 



           17    were asked what effect that has on fish and you said, 



           18    well, we have to wait and see.  But it seems like if we 



           19    wait and see, you know, there could be even more damage to 



           20    our fish with all the turbidity, all that silt where they 



           21    spawn.  So it's things like that.  



           22              The tailings dam is going to be pretty big -- 



           23    pretty big dam, pretty big amount of water.  When that dam 



           24    broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a 



           25    wheelbarrow.  It killed all the fish in the river.  That's 
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            1    how dangerous them chemicals is.  That mercury he's 



            2    talking about, it will take one drop per million or per 



            3    billion, something like that, you know.  And if the salmon 



            4    smell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning 



            5    area.  



            6              So I hope you guys understand how important our 



            7    environment is to us.  I wish there was a way they could 



            8    process that ore somewhere else and they could have their 



            9    gold and they could have their jobs and we wouldn't have 



           10    that huge waste pit up there with all the chemicals 



           11    affecting us all the time.  I hope you guys really 



           12    understand how important the river is to us.  



           13              I know I looked at that Fort Knox Gold Mine in 



           14    Fairbanks.  They are doing it pretty safely but, you know, 



           15    who knows what could happen around here.  I hope you 



           16    understand how important that river and the environment is 



           17    to us.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Maybe 



           19    unless there is any specific questions, we could move into 



           20    the -- taking the comments or the testimony for the 



           21    record.  If there are any specific questions remaining, or 



           22    can we go into that?  Yes.  



           23                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'd like this to go on 



           24    the record.  I guess I'm curious, have curiosity how the 



           25    federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, I mean, when 
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            1    you hear Barrick, a major player in this, say that this 



            2    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.    



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time --  



            4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick said that this 



            5    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.  When 



            6    you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is 



            7    no natural gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you 



            8    hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies?  They 



            9    just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has 



           10    just no concern at all?  When I hear Barrick say that this 



           11    doesn't meet their criteria, why do you go through all 



           12    this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?  



           13    And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas 



           14    available in Cook Inlet?  I'm just curious, what goes on 



           15    in the agencies?  What are they saying to each other?  



           16    This is kind of a personal question.  What do you say 



           17    amongst yourselves when you hear things like that?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  When we hear -- 



           19                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick says it doesn't 



           20    meet their criteria for investment.  They are the only 



           21    player that has the money or can get the funding to do a 



           22    project like this.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  We evaluate the project as 



           24    it's presented to us.  



           25                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'm just curious if 
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            1    there was any talk amongst -- 



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is some 



            3    misunderstanding about what Barrick said at the time.  



            4    What they said at the time was that it was premature to 



            5    make an investment decision in the multibillion dollar 



            6    range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals 



            7    or whether this was permittable, whether the agency -- 



            8    they wanted to see the permitting process unfold.      



            9               MR. MARK MATTER:  Well, their very late 



           10    releases say it exactly the way I said it, said it does 



           11    not meet their criteria for investment.  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  What I understood from it 



           13    was that that was pre-permitted.



           14                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Because I'm going with 



           15    Barrick.  Their latest release -- and you can pull their 



           16    website up right now.  Their latest release said the very 



           17    same thing on Donlin.  The project is not going ahead 



           18    because it doesn't meet their criteria.  It's too 



           19    expensive.  And they can get the project -- I don't know.  



           20    I guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline.  But 



           21    there is no natural gas available to even run through the 



           22    pipeline, first of all.  It just -- it's just confusing to 



           23    me to see how they can proceed with an EIS when there is 



           24    no -- they should have something saying we can make a 



           25    project here.  I don't see that coming from the major 
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            1    player here.  It seems like a lot of work for nothing.  



            2    You are not going to comment, I know.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  I've said that -- 



            4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I wish I could read your 



            5    mind.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  We are evaluating the project 



            7    as it's -- we are evaluating the permit applications that 



            8    have been submitted to us.



            9                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Can we comment off the 



           10    record?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  About whether or not Donlin 



           12    finds this project feasible?  



           13                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Yeah, what he's 



           14    talking about.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  His question is -- 



           16                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  My question is:  Can 



           17    we comment off the record?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm telling you what I know 



           19    and what my role as the Corps of Engineers and what we are 



           20    doing.  We have received permit applications for the 



           21    Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an 



           22    environmental impact study, and that's what we are doing.  



           23    It's not my role to evaluate the financial feasibility of 



           24    the project.  



           25                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan.  I'll 
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            1    do my comment now.  As he mentioned, 2018 we got a project 



            2    other than the gold mine project.  We are building a 



            3    40-mile heavy-duty haul road between Kalskag and Paimute 



            4    in the Yukon through the Portage Mountains.  By 2018 we 



            5    are going to get 140 million dollars for that project.  



            6    They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides.  



            7    That's what we need.  That's what we need for our children 



            8    to grow.  This whole project is not about us.  It's about 



            9    our kids, these young people.  They are the ones that are 



           10    going to be working.  Ten years ago they say we will need 



           11    15,000 new jobs.  Now it's about five more years.  We are 



           12    going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the mine you 



           13    build your own docks.  Look at all the people they are 



           14    going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.  



           15    That's your own thing.  But we are doing ours, too, for 



           16    the future of our children.  



           17              We need to open resources.  We can't keep this 



           18    whole area closed up.  We never say nothing about the NYAC 



           19    Gold Mine, the Kako Mine right above Russian Mission, the 



           20    gold mines up in the Salmon River, the gold mines in 



           21    McGrath.  You guys are the ones that is coming out with 



           22    the studies and saying these are the jobs available for 



           23    our people.  We are not asking for much.  But you who are 



           24    providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.  



           25              We can't live on subsistence anymore.  We can't 
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            1    even make money on that.  We need these jobs for our young 



            2    people.  And this is the exact time we need this.  



            3              So thank you for letting me speak, but I think 



            4    you guys are doing a good job by having these meetings, 



            5    listening to everybody.  But when you say communities, 



            6    include the cities because it's not just the tribes living 



            7    in that city.  Include them all.  But this is a good 



            8    opportunity for jobs for our people.  And that's what we 



            9    need.  Why we have all these suicides and stuff, because 



           10    they have no jobs.  



           11              All this land, we need to open up some part of 



           12    it.  We got a million acres.  We are using only 40 acres 



           13    here to provide 15,000 jobs.  There is going to be so much 



           14    jobs available, we will have to hire from outside.  Now is 



           15    a good time to get ready for these jobs.  By the time 



           16    these graduate, they'll have four- or $500,000,000 worth 



           17    of projects in this area, which is good, I think.  As long 



           18    as you -- 



           19              We have a unique water system where all our 



           20    water comes out of the mountains.  We don't drill down 



           21    there for water.  It comes out of the mountains.  It's so 



           22    fresh and pure water that fish come all over and they 



           23    spawn in our fresh water.  But it's a good opportunity to 



           24    provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we 



           25    need.  Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Unless there is 



            2    any final questions, we will move into the testimony.  We 



            3    will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to 



            4    provide that, and we will go into that.  



            5                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Can we have 



            6    a break, please?  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Take ten minutes.  



            8               (A break was taken.)



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We are going to go into 



           10    the testimony portion of our evening.  So I'm going to go 



           11    down through the names of people that indicated they would 



           12    like to testify.  Some said maybe, but I'll go to them and 



           13    find out.  The first one I have is Dave Cannon.



           14                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Here I am.  Dave Cannon.  



           15    I guess I know EISs are supposed to consider cumulative 



           16    effects.  And I know, you know, looking in the future 



           17    Ouija board stuff trying to figure out what could happen, 



           18    but George mentioned this project possibly there from 



           19    Kalskag over to the Yukon.  And my big concern would be, 



           20    you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen, 



           21    we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would 



           22    all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure.  And 



           23    there has been a lot of other development -- not 



           24    development -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, all 



           25    over.  So I think that would allow other development to 
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            1    happen that wouldn't have happened normally.  



            2              So I'm wondering if or how the EIS process is 



            3    going to consider those things, cumulative effects.  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  So are you --



            5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm hoping that you can 



            6    do that.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Yes.  We 



            8    will -- we will do that.  



            9                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I know it's hard, but I 



           10    think it needs to be considered.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person 



           12    is Joe Kameroff, Jr.  



           13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  The questions I 



           14    had was about the gas line.  You know, I mentioned them 



           15    earlier.  And also about containment of the waste rock and 



           16    all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's 



           17    long-term -- how will that affect our region.  And another 



           18    concern also is the barge traffic, you know.  Us as a 



           19    community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you 



           20    know.  Go out moose hunting basically off the river.  And 



           21    we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence 



           22    lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with moose and 



           23    caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Joan 



           25    Walser.
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            1                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I believe she left.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Brian Stephanoff.  



            3                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to 



            4    make a comment.  And it was highlighted earlier.  When 



            5    development does come into question, the agencies that are 



            6    involved should try to get as much employment, workforce 



            7    from the surrounding communities to get as many 



            8    backgrounds as possible, and should also include the 



            9    Alaska Natives and the nonAlaska Natives that are residing 



           10    within these communities.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Allen -- 



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Simeonoff.  Sorry.  



           13    Simeon. 



           14                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  My name is Allen Simeon 



           15    from Aniak.  Your line material that their -- liner used 



           16    to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or 



           17    whatnot -- and I used to work up there on Donlin Creek, 



           18    and I know that a lot of the rock has natural acid in it.  



           19    And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can live 



           20    within that acid content.  And I'm wondering if you guys 



           21    are using only one liner to protect the environment.  Is 



           22    there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the 



           23    inside?  One liner is only one liner.  And that material 



           24    up there leaches already.  And that material would leach 



           25    right down into the drainage and flow right into the 
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            1    Kuskokwim River.  So my question is:  How much protection 



            2    is going to be used for all of that hazardous material 



            3    from the mining project to keep it contained within that 



            4    specific area?



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  



            6                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  I have another one 



            7    there.  What happens with it?  How are you going to get 



            8    rid of it?  Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or 



            9    evaporate or haul it out and/or what?  And then the other 



           10    question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have 



           11    on site.  And like I stated earlier, by rule you don't 



           12    have to have containment for the whole amount that's 



           13    there.  And that being in an environment where everything 



           14    flows downhill back to the Kuskokwim River, and that 



           15    amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full 



           16    containment instead of what DEC implies as a rule for fuel 



           17    or whatever?  That's my question -- questions.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will make sure they 



           19    are addressed.  Thank you.  Pete Dronkers.



           20                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  I do have a comment on 



           21    the perceived loopholes in the Clean Water Act and how 



           22    that affects the tailings impoundment facility.  It's my 



           23    understanding -- I don't want to go too far into the weeds 



           24    here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a 



           25    waste treatment facility, it does not have to comply with 
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            1    discharge standards.  So I'm not wanting to get too far 



            2    into the details.  My general comment would be that the 



            3    EIS process consider the ultimate potential closure of the 



            4    two main Clean Water Act loopholes and how that would 



            5    affect the design of the tailings and the placement of the 



            6    tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in 



            7    closing those loopholes, and that could potentially break 



            8    the impact on those plans.  So I'd like the EIS process to 



            9    at least consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act 



           10    would actually affect the mine engineering plans 



           11    specifically on the waste treatment facility language in 



           12    the Clean Water Act.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's it, 



           14    unless -- is there any remainder?  



           15                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I didn't see that thing 



           16    where you could put if you want to comment.  Could I 



           17    comment?  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Yes, Mark.  Please 



           19    go ahead.  He said that he didn't see the column to 



           20    indicate that he wanted to testify.  Now he would like to 



           21    testify.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yes, please.  Go ahead.



           23                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I was quiet in Bethel 



           24    last night.  I wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.  



           25    Is he still here?  I've tried to think more about the 
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            1    social impacts because I think -- looks to me like there 



            2    is plenty of people looking and worrying about the 



            3    environmental impacts.  What I have been thinking about is 



            4    the 2010 census, Bethel census area.  That means all the 



            5    villages on the Kuskokwim and Bethel and some villages on 



            6    the coast.  2010 census, 17,000 people.  About half are 



            7    under the age of 25.  And we are growing two percent a 



            8    year.  We don't see it so much in the middle Kuskokwim, 



            9    but two percent a year means 400 more people a year in our 



           10    region.  That's a whole 'nother village every year in our 



           11    region.  And they are all young.  



           12              What are they going to have?  What are we going 



           13    to do for them?  Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is -- 



           14    I'm sorry, but there is going to be too many people.  



           15              The other thing I was thinking about, that shift 



           16    work, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing, 



           17    that's hard on families, you know.  You miss 50 percent of 



           18    your family's life.  And I'd like the developers of Donlin 



           19    Creek -- and I mentioned this to them -- NYAC, you talk to 



           20    all the old-timers that grew up in NYAC where they built a 



           21    town around the mine, they have nothing but good memories, 



           22    you know.  The kids growing up there, you know, a school, 



           23    everything, store.  I'd like to see -- if this thing goes 



           24    forward, I'd like to see it go that way, instead of the 



           25    shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off.  It's hard on 
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            1    your family, you know.  That's all.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.



            3                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I had my name for 



            4    a comment on there.  Annie Lou Williams from Kalskag.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  I missed it, but please go 



            6    ahead.  Go ahead.  I somehow missed it.  I'm sorry.



            7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I was asked to 



            8    comment on the jobs for our young men and women, and 



            9    especially the ones that are coming out of high school.  



           10    But the other concern that they had were the ones that 



           11    were from the ages of 19 and on up that need training and 



           12    need to go to school and get educated in the fields that 



           13    will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin.  One 



           14    of the things that he said was would Aniak be a 



           15    possibility place where we can have people coming and 



           16    training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy 



           17    equipment and the welders and all these other things that 



           18    need to be accomplished by our young men and women in the 



           19    coming future.  



           20              What I saw earlier was 27 years.  Just think how 



           21    many men and women and young adults can get an education, 



           22    get training and get into those positions.  Because when 



           23    you go to a village right now, you look at an application, 



           24    and most of the time they just say graduated from high 



           25    school.  I'm a laborer or just menial jobs.  And then all 
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            1    the other high-paid position jobs are from out of our 



            2    villages.  I would like to see that turn around where it 



            3    would show that the young men and women from the villages 



            4    are getting the jobs because what I heard was over 5,000 



            5    jobs or more.  



            6              So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be 



            7    enough people on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, and they 



            8    would have to go outside in order to get qualified workers 



            9    up at Donlin.  If it's true or not, I have no idea.  But 



           10    it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools with 



           11    our communities up and down the Kuskokwim and getting a 



           12    lot of this training besides all this other information 



           13    that we are getting.  Maybe Donlin can look into this.  I 



           14    know they have done a tremendous job of having workers on 



           15    and off at Donlin.  So let's look at our other young men 



           16    and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting 



           17    education to further enhancing their job skills instead of 



           18    just the low-paying ones.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  



           20                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson.  



           21    Teachers here do know that I get -- when I get a chance to 



           22    talk to the students here about education, which is very, 



           23    very important, and we have qualified teachers that do all 



           24    of that.  But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later 



           25    or something.  And that don't work out.  So in that 
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            1    category, you know, if they would just go right on, they 



            2    can figure out ways to get scholarships and everything, 



            3    and go get your education because once you learn, nobody 



            4    can take it away from you.  Like mine, electronics, I got 



            5    it.  I got a degree in that, but I got so many other 



            6    things I've done in my lifetime.  



            7              And so I'd like to more and more come see the 



            8    kids again, you know, because right now I have been 



            9    lacking, but I will do it.  And grade school is where I go 



           10    to, also, tell them stories and let them know what -- 



           11    education, how important it is.  Don't be lazy.  Do it.  



           12    Thank you.  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



           14                    MR. JON WARD:  I've heard they are going 



           15    to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy 



           16    equipment training.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  Any final comments?  



           18                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I comment that I think 



           19    of the years living here -- Taylor knows.  He used to live 



           20    here -- actually, I've sat alongside of him fighting for 



           21    subsistence rights for the Board of Game and everybody 



           22    else that we do need some development out here, and mining 



           23    is the best avenue.  That's a given.  



           24              But I get just a little bit disillusioned when I 



           25    hear flipping reports about developing this mine from the 
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            1    big players.  I'd really love to see Barrick come out here 



            2    and address this because they are the player.  They are 



            3    the ones to get funding.  We do need it.  Mining is the 



            4    best thing for this area.  There is nothing else that 



            5    could even come close to bring in the development we need 



            6    for the young people, plain and simple.  So we have to 



            7    work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate 



            8    and get the mine going.  



            9              And we can still protect subsistence.  The State 



           10    is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities.  



           11    So I'm sure they can be accommodating if their management 



           12    plan is developed properly, or a new one.  



           13              And that's about all I've got to say.  I would 



           14    like to see the major player come in and encourage us a 



           15    little bit.  



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Anybody 



           17    else?  



           18                    MR. DARYL MCKINDY:  Daryl McKindy.  Along 



           19    with -- going with all the employment that would be going 



           20    around also, out here in rural Alaska we got a lot of -- a 



           21    lot of educated people with operating skills, electrical 



           22    skills who are nonunion workers or not in a union.  And as 



           23    soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be 



           24    in a union to get work.  So I'd like to see all the -- 



           25    looking at other towns out here in rural Alaska, also.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any 



            2    final comments?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And again, 



            3    there is more information on our website, 



            4    donlingoldeis.com, or you can feel free -- the contact 



            5    information I gave earlier, feel free to contact me.  



            6    Thanks again for coming.  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I wonder if I could take a 



            8    quick second and also thanks a lot for the folks who have 



            9    come tonight.  Many of you knew my family when we were 



           10    here with young kids and so on, and you all have been 



           11    friends and folks who have held us up through some 



           12    difficult times.  It's wonderful to come back.  This is an 



           13    important project.  It's very important to come and offer 



           14    the comments.  



           15              And peek over our shoulders.  Make sure we are 



           16    doing a good job on this technical report.  I look forward 



           17    to coming back to talk with you some more.  There were a 



           18    lot of good issues, a lot of very helpful suggestions.  



           19    The fact sheet idea is one I want to go to work on.  



           20              I think it's been an enormously successful 



           21    evening together.  I know meetings wear on folks.  So 



           22    thank you very much for putting your effort together with 



           23    us tonight.  This has been really valuable.  



           24               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m.)
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            4    me at the time and place herein set forth; that the 



            5    proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later 



            6    transcribed under my direction by computer transcription; 



            7    that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings 



            8    taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have 



            9    I any interest in the outcome of the action herein 



           10    contained.



           11              IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed 



           12    my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of 



           13    ______________ 2013.



           14    



           15                              _________________________

                                           MARY A. VAVRIK,

           16                              Registered Merit Reporter

                                           Notary Public for Alaska

           17    

                 

           18              My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2016

                 

           19    



           20    



           21    



           22    



           23    



           24    



           25    







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      






00001

  1

  2

  3

  4

  5                       DONLIN GOLD PROJECT

                     ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

  6                         SCOPING MEETING

  7                          ANIAK, ALASKA

  8                      Taken January 15, 2013

                        Commencing at 6:33 p.m.

  9

                   Volume I - Pages 1 - 80, inclusive

 10

 11

 12                             Taken at

                           Aniak High School

 13                          Aniak, Alaska

 14

 15

 16

 17

 18

 19

 20

 21

 22

 23    Reported by:

       Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

 24

 25

00002

  1                      A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E-S

  2    For U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

  3              Don Kuhle

                 Project Manager

  4

       For URS:

  5

                 Taylor Brelsford

  6              Project Manager

  7              Moxie Alexie

                 Rural Outreach Coordinator

  8

       For Bureau of Land Management:

  9

                 Doug Ballou

 10              Assistant Field Manager

 11    For Alaska Department of Health and Social Services:

 12              Sarah Yoder

                 CSTE Fellow

 13

       For Alaska Department of Natural Resources:

 14

                 Jeff Bruno

 15              State of Alaska Project Coordinator

 16    For U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:

 17              Mark Jen

                 Project Coordinator

 18

       Taken by:

 19

                 Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

 20

 21    BE IT KNOWN that the aforementioned proceedings were taken

 22    at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before

 23    Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary

 24    Public within and for the State of Alaska.

 25

00003

  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Annie Lou, could we invite

  3    you to give an invocation and kind of put us in a good

  4    frame of mind for tonight?

  5              (Invocation offered by Annie Lou Williams.)

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening, and welcome to

  7    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project

  8    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My

  9    name is Don Kuhle with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

 10    and I'm the project manager for the EIS.  We also have a

 11    number of cooperating agencies here who will participate

 12    in the EIS, and we have our third-party contractor here.

 13    So I'll take a moment and ask them to introduce

 14    themselves.

 15                    MR. BALLOU:  Good evening.  I want to say

 16    thank you for coming out tonight.  My name is Douglas

 17    Ballou.  I'm the assistant field manager with the

 18    Anchorage field office of the Bureau of Land Management,

 19    and our primary interest in this project is the pipeline

 20    that will be covering about a third of federal land on its

 21    way to Donlin.  So I'll be available after the meeting if

 22    you want to interact, have any questions.  And again,

 23    thanks for coming out.

 24                    MR. JEN:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is

 25    Mark Jen.  I'm with the United States Environmental
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  1    Protection Agency in the Anchorage office.  And we are a

  2    cooperating agency, and so we are here to assist the Corps

  3    of Engineers in developing an environmental impact

  4    statement and to analyze the environmental impacts

  5    associated with the Donlin Gold Project.  So we are here

  6    to listen to your questions and to hear your comments so

  7    that we can better evaluate those in the EIS document.

  8    Thanks.

  9                    MR. BRUNO:  Jeff Bruno with the State of

 10    Alaska.  I've got a couple of people from the Department

 11    of Natural Resources.  Jason with the pipeline office, he

 12    can answer a lot of questions about the pipeline.  Sarah

 13    Yoder with Health and Social Services, she's working with

 14    the health impact assessment on this project.  And we are

 15    here as a cooperating agency on the EIS and here to answer

 16    any of your questions and hear the comments.  So please

 17    ask us any questions you have.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  And our third-party

 19    contractor.

 20                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm Taylor Brelsford, and

 21    it's great to be back in Aniak after a lot of years.  I've

 22    now taken -- I work with URS Corporation, and we are the

 23    third-party contractor providing the technical backup to

 24    the Army Corps in preparing this EIS.

 25                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name's Moxie Alexie.  I
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  1    work with Taylor as part of the EIS team.  I work for URS

  2    Environmental.

  3                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  You want the tribes?

  4    Did you want the tribes?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Sure.  I didn't

  6    realize we had -- yes.

  7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm Dave Cannon.  I'm

  8    the environmental director with Native Village of

  9    Napaimute, and we are a cooperating agency.

 10                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm Lisa Feyereisen

 11    and I'm with Chuathbaluk Traditional Council, and we are a

 12    cooperating agency.

 13                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I'm Mark.  Everybody

 14    knows me, maybe.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Ready?  Okay.  Okay.  We will

 16    move into our program.  Feel free to ask any questions as

 17    we go along.  If you do ask a question, though, please

 18    identify yourself for the record so that our court

 19    reporter can get your name correctly.  And also make sure

 20    that you are on the sign-in sheet so she has a reference

 21    to make sure she gets the spelling right.

 22              Here is the agenda for tonight just to provide

 23    you an idea of the topics that we will be covering.  We

 24    have done the introductions, so the next topic is to talk

 25    about the purpose of tonight's meeting and then the EIS
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  1    project milestones.  After that we want to provide a basic

  2    overview of the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.

  3    And then we will summarize a few issues as a way of

  4    inviting your comments on the project.  And we encourage

  5    you to get involved, and we will tell you how to do that.

  6              We are here tonight because Donlin Gold has

  7    proposed an open pit gold mine located ten miles north of

  8    Crooked Creek, which is a community on the Kuskokwim

  9    River.  And in order to comply with the National

 10    Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, the Corps of Engineers

 11    is preparing an EIS to identify and analyze the potential

 12    impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent

 13    of the project, and the EIS will be used in making permit

 14    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  Scoping

 15    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.

 16              This map gives an orientation to the project

 17    area, which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north

 18    of Crooked Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River.

 19    It's a remote area with little development to date and no

 20    existing roads to the region.  The map shows that existing

 21    transportation and energy infrastructure in Alaska is

 22    concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The proposed mine

 23    would require all new infrastructure, including roads, a

 24    pipeline.  All of that would be subject to permitting

 25    before they could proceed.
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  1              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

  2    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

  3    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from the

  4    west coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in

  5    Dutch Harbor from ocean-going ships to barges and then

  6    again to river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go

  7    to Bethel for transfer to the river barges.  And fuel and

  8    supplies will be off-loaded at a new barge landing in

  9    Jungjuk.  A new pipeline from Cook Inlet will bring in

 10    natural gas for the mill.

 11              So we are now going to turn to the EIS process,

 12    and we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first

 13    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,

 14    requires an EIS for any major federal action significantly

 15    affecting the quality of the human environment.  In this

 16    case, Donlin Gold has submitted permit applications under

 17    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the

 18    Rivers and Harbors Act.  An issuance of these permits

 19    would be a major federal action and would require an EIS

 20    to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed

 21    project.

 22              The EIS, along with other applicable laws and

 23    regulations, will be used by the Corps and other agencies

 24    to make their permit decisions.  And in addition -- yes.

 25                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I have a question
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  1    on the sections there.  Do you have an act for a land

  2    management act?  Because it's going to be on the land,

  3    too, you know.

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  An act for the land

  5    management?

  6                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Isn't there

  7    something like for something affecting the land?  Like up

  8    on the Slope they have their own actions for protecting

  9    the land and the way of --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, there is a lot of

 11    different laws that are -- you know, have been enacted for

 12    protecting lands and waters.

 13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I just see the

 14    water is on there.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  That's because the

 16    reason that's on there is because the Corps of Engineers,

 17    those are the two laws that we have jurisdiction under,

 18    and that's what brought us into -- into the project and

 19    why we are doing the EIS, why we are the lead agency.

 20    Other agencies that are involved have their own

 21    jurisdictions and will be issuing their own permits.  The

 22    State, for example, and BLM will have to issue right of

 23    way permits for the pipeline.  So there -- and under --

 24    under NEPA and under our other project review procedures,

 25    we consider, you know, impacts to other resources besides
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  1    water, you know.  You know, interests -- and it would

  2    include probably, you know, whatever land resources or

  3    values that you are thinking about.

  4                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  It would be like

  5    animals, plants and --

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  That will all be

  7    considered under the EIS.  I think I -- well, I've

  8    probably got just one more thing.  I think maybe I started

  9    saying this.  I'm not sure.  But in addition to complying

 10    with NEPA, the Corps is also required to complete a public

 11    interest review, and an analysis under section 404(b)(1)

 12    of the Clean Water Act which requires that we select the

 13    least environmentally damaging practical alternative.  And

 14    we will incorporate the information necessary for these

 15    determinations in the EIS.

 16              This slide shows that many agencies, tribes and

 17    the regional organization will work together on the EIS,

 18    and the cooperating agencies are selected for an EIS based

 19    on their permitting responsibilities or special expertise.

 20    As an example, the project would occur on BLM and on State

 21    of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating whether to

 22    issue right-of-way permits for the use of those lands.

 23    And the tribal governments and the regional organization

 24    are participating to contribute specialized knowledge

 25    about the local area resources and land use.
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  1              The Donlin Gold project will require a large

  2    number of federal permits and consultations, and this

  3    slide provides six examples.  I'll mention two of them and

  4    invite you to read the rest of them yourselves.  First,

  5    since the project would place fill in wetlands and other

  6    waters of the United States, the Corps will need to make

  7    section 404 permit decisions as to whether or not to

  8    authorize the fill.  And as another example, since a

  9    portion of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM

 10    will need to evaluate the right-of-way application.  You

 11    can find a more comprehensive list of all the required

 12    permits in the Donlin Gold application on the project

 13    website.

 14              This slide shows there are also many permits

 15    required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of

 16    State government are noted here.  For example, over 60

 17    percent of the pipeline would be installed on State land,

 18    so the Department of Natural Resources would evaluate a

 19    right-of-way application.  The Department of Environmental

 20    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and

 21    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game

 22    has permitting responsibilities to protect habitat.

 23              Some of you may be familiar already with the

 24    steps in preparing an EIS, and the diagram at the right

 25    side of our slide here shows six major steps that we will

00011

  1    be taking from now through November of 2015.  The Record

  2    of Decision was the kickoff for the EIS, and that was

  3    published in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Notice of Intent.  The

  5    Notice of Intent was in December of 2011.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  What did I say?

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You said Record of

  8    Decision.  We are going to wrap up early, man.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  The Notice

 10    of Intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal

 11    Register on December 14th of last year.  And so we -- the

 12    scoping process began with the Notice of Intent, and it

 13    will go through March 29, 2013.  And part of that is this

 14    meeting here tonight.  We have meetings and take comments.

 15    You can provide comments here and you can also get

 16    information and comments from our website and in

 17    newsletters that go out.  Comments and information that we

 18    receive will be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is

 19    estimated to be finished by August 2014.  That's just an

 20    estimate at this point.  It could change, but that's the

 21    best estimate at this point.

 22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have

 23    another round of public hearings and a public review

 24    period which will take comments on the draft.  Those will

 25    be incorporated into the final EIS, which is estimated to
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  1    be completed by October 2015.  And the Corps of Engineers

  2    and other agencies will use the final EIS as part of their

  3    decisionmaking process and will prepare their own Records

  4    of Decision estimated to be in November 2015.

  5              I'd like you to note the gold-colored circles.

  6    Those refer to the public meeting and the scoping period

  7    and review of the draft EIS.  And those are the best

  8    opportunities for you to provide comments.  Any comments

  9    that we receive by March 19th will be addressed in the

 10    draft EIS.

 11              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 12    information and to listen to residents in the affected

 13    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  First

 14    is to share information about the proposed project.  And

 15    we will do this tonight shortly in our presentation.  You

 16    can also find information, as I said, on the website and

 17    in the newsletters.

 18              The second purpose is to provide information

 19    about EIS milestones, and that's what we showed in the

 20    previous slide, which shows the time frame of the EIS

 21    process.  The next two are to identify issues and concerns

 22    to examine in the EIS and to identify useful information

 23    from communities.  And we are counting on you to help us

 24    with these last two.  We would like to know what you would

 25    like to see addressed in the EIS and if you have any
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  1    information that we can use to make informed decisions.

  2              Here is the schedule for scoping meetings.  We

  3    are in the first round here where we are starting with

  4    villages closest to the project.  The second week will be

  5    focused on the lower Kuskokwim River.  The third week we

  6    will travel to the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.

  7    And the final round includes the middle Yukon and the

  8    upper Kuskokwim River.

  9              This map is a bit busy, but the color scheme

 10    represents how many subregions of the project there are in

 11    the project area, and they help to show how the scoping

 12    plan was developed.  For example, the orange dots show The

 13    Kuskokwim Corporation villages nearest the proposed

 14    project.  This subregion that we are holding meetings in,

 15    Crooked Creek because it's the closest to the project site

 16    and also in Aniak which is the subregional hub.  For the

 17    other subregions, meetings will similarly be held in the

 18    subregional hubs.

 19              We will stop here to see if anybody has any

 20    questions to this point on the EIS process.

 21                    MR. MARK MATTER:  You said this mostly

 22    concerns the pipeline?  The Corps of Engineers, you are

 23    just looking at the pipeline on the EIS?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  No, no.  We are looking at the

 25    entire project.  Pipeline is one part of it.
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  1                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I guess my question

  2    would be for DNR.  Are they relooking at the Kuskokwim

  3    Area Management Plan on this study or not?  Because we

  4    have a Kuskokwim Area Management Plan, and I just wonder

  5    how that's being addressed in this process.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  So you are asking if the

  7    State --

  8                    MR. MARK MATTER:  DNR is --

  9                    MR. BRUNO:  They are looking at it.  It's

 10    in their queue.  I think it's the next one that they are

 11    supposed to be taking a look at.  No guarantees on this,

 12    but I think this is going to push it to a priority for

 13    them is what I have been told.  And that's the RADS

 14    department is the name of them.  They are the ones that

 15    run the area plan, so it is supposed to -- this is going

 16    to push up their priorities.

 17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  How long does something

 18    like that take?

 19                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It takes three to four

 20    years roughly for an area plan from its beginning to its

 21    completion.

 22                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I understand that you

 23    haven't started yet.  It would have to be started in order

 24    for the State to issue permits and stuff.

 25                    MR. BRUNO:  They would not start that to
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  1    issue the permits.

  2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  Are they two

  3    independent processes or are they overlapping?

  4                    MR. BRUNO:  They are two independent

  5    processes.

  6                    MR. JASON WALSH:  The State doesn't need

  7    the area plan -- if there is an existing area plan, that

  8    plan stands until such time that the new area plan has

  9    been adopted.  So any permitting that's going to be issued

 10    will use the old plan as guidance.

 11                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  When was that plan done

 12    though, the existing plan?

 13                    MR. JASON WALSH:  I don't know.

 14                    MR. BRUNO:  I can find that out for you.

 15                    MR. JASON WALSH:  It's on their website,

 16    and I'm sure -- I would guess it's in the mid '80s.  But

 17    it is on their website.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question is:  What

 19    kind of land management plans would govern decisions for

 20    the entire project?  And the Kuskokwim Area Plan is one

 21    very good example, but there are several other management

 22    plans on the west side of Cook Inlet, for example, that

 23    would also -- State land management plans, and then the

 24    BLM has a land management plan.  And in each case the

 25    permit decisions would have to act in concert with the
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  1    land management plans.

  2              So in some of the permit application materials

  3    from Donlin, there is actually a fairly detailed listing

  4    of what the land management plans are that would affect

  5    permit decisions for the pipeline and the mine site and

  6    then down on the transportation corridor to Jungjuk.

  7              So land use planning is one layer of background

  8    information that has to be considered in the permit

  9    decisions.

 10                    MR. MARK MATTER:  It's just my hope that

 11    they wouldn't delay it by DNR dragging their feet on

 12    looking to say it's a violation of our existing management

 13    plan and postpone it another couple years or something

 14    along those lines.  In other words, get the lead out and

 15    not wait until you are pushed into addressing if it

 16    violates the plan or not, I guess.

 17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good discussion.  Thank

 18    you.  Other questions about the EIS?

 19                    MR. JON WARD:  Jon Ward from Aniak.  I

 20    have lived here many, many years.  Where is Jungjuk?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe there is

 22    anything there right now.  It's -- you would -- you could

 23    look at the map here.  There would be a 30-mile road

 24    constructed from Jungjuk to the mine site.  It's downriver

 25    from Crooked Creek.  I don't know exactly how many river
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  1    miles, but it's downriver from Crooked Creek.  And it

  2    would require a 30-mile road from there to the mine site.

  3                    MR. JON WARD:  The old government cabin,

  4    they call it?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not sure what's there.

  6                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It's up around the bend

  7    from Oskawalik.

  8                    MR. RAY PETERSON:  I think it's the area

  9    below -- around Canoe Village area over, right?  This side

 10    of Horn Mountain.

 11                    MR. BRIAN KUHLE:  Brian Stephanoff from

 12    Russian Mission.  I've got a question about the EIS

 13    process.  It seems when I looked at the map that it

 14    crossed over the headwaters of parts of the Kuskokwim.  I

 15    counted five.  And I was wondering if salmon habitat has

 16    also been pulled into question within this EIS.

 17    Furthermore, crossing over salmon streams and going back

 18    to indigenous knowledge, indigenous land use, will these

 19    rights-of-way on the roads affect or limit the traditional

 20    and customary uses over these landscapes and waterways or

 21    that will hinder the -- a family's ability within these

 22    nearby communities to go and freely harvest their foods,

 23    these flora and fauna during the course of years to come?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess your first

 25    question, yes, the salmon -- you know, the salmon
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  1    fisheries and their habitat will be considered in the EIS.

  2    And traditional and customary uses will be also considered

  3    in the EIS.  If you have any specific information

  4    regarding a specific salmon run or a fishery or your own

  5    personal use, I would encourage you to submit those

  6    comments to us, you know, either on our website or we will

  7    tell you at the end of the program how -- you know, the

  8    number of ways you can submit your comments.  But you

  9    know, we would like to know about any information you have

 10    in those regards.

 11                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Russian Mission is

 12    on the Yukon, and we have our own watershed.  And looking

 13    at the proposed road system corridor between the Kusko and

 14    Yukon, it will open up these -- open up another -- open up

 15    the Yukon River watershed into consideration for the many

 16    people living along the lower Yukon.  Salmon habitat is

 17    also a very important and critical issue.  I believe that

 18    some of -- some of the five species of salmon here to date

 19    have been on the affected list.  I'm not sure if they are

 20    a threatened species or impacted species, but --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I can assure you we

 22    are not going to limit our evaluation to one side of the

 23    divide.  We are not going to limit it to the Kuskokwim

 24    drainage.  We will consider the Yukon drainage, as well.

 25                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  One last comment.
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  1    When digging for any kind of soil and you run into a

  2    burial ground or any kind of objects of cultural

  3    patrimony, the villagers between Holy Cross, Russian

  4    Mission and Aniak have these longstanding ties that

  5    predates the Americas and goes back to historic times of

  6    10,000 years.  So it would be nice if -- if any kind of --

  7    if these types of questions also be included in the EIS

  8    because anytime you run into -- anytime you run into, for

  9    example, a spear point or run into human remains, it would

 10    be best to include these villagers that are tied in

 11    ancestrally to these grounds.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  Yeah.  I guess I can say that,

 13    you know, when we issue permits, that we include

 14    conditions that if they encounter any cultural resources,

 15    that they stop to allow them to be evaluated, that they

 16    notify us.  I guess I'm not sure if I followed your entire

 17    question.  Are you also asking that local villages be

 18    notified, as well, or do you just want us to be aware that

 19    those exist?

 20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  This free and

 21    informed consent running into a cultural artifact or a

 22    human remain, if there is a possibility.  That's all I was

 23    commenting on.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Don, I think it's

 25    helpful to mention that cultural resources are one of the
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  1    technical study areas prior to the permitting.  So there

  2    is actually a fairly thorough -- an effort at a

  3    comprehensive study of cultural resources along the

  4    project area.  That then becomes a section in the EIS, and

  5    it's evaluated for the risks of the project activities to

  6    those cultural resources.  And then finally there are

  7    protective measures or mitigation measures, and these can

  8    even be permit conditions, like Don was just saying, where

  9    there is a protocol for the proper handling of any

 10    discovered cultural resources, unanticipated discoveries.

 11    And those do often include consultation with local

 12    communities.  There is actually separate legislation and

 13    consultation requirements regarding cultural resources.

 14              So I think you are raising a good point.  And

 15    the answer is that this is a topic well within the EIS.

 16                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Thank you.

 17                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Question on if anybody

 18    wants to delve into the baseline information, the streams

 19    that were surveyed, water quality data, Crooked Creek or

 20    wherever, how does a person go ahead and access that?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Have you been on our website

 22    yet?

 23                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I have, yeah.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think the answer to

 25    that is at the current time the baseline studies report,
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  1    the environmental evaluation document is not quite

  2    complete.  So the EIS team is working with parts of that

  3    report.  Chapter 3 has been circulated to the cooperating

  4    agencies.  And this is a description of the baseline

  5    studies, baseline conditions.  Then there is another

  6    chapter that will actually be the evaluation of potential

  7    impacts as it's viewed by the specialists with Donlin

  8    Gold, with the applicant.

  9              My understanding is once that complete report is

 10    available, we would post it on the website.  That would

 11    become a publicly available document.  So when it's

 12    completed -- and that's not a long time from now -- when

 13    the complete document is available, it is to be posted on

 14    the website.

 15                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  This is Ryan Maroney.

 16    Would the actual data be posted, as well, or only the

 17    report and analysis of the data?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I think -- I'm not sure

 19    exactly which data you are interested in, but I believe

 20    that, you know, the wetlands data was, like, seven

 21    gigabytes of data, and I think we decided that if anybody

 22    wanted it they could request it and we would find a way to

 23    get it to them.  As far as other data, I guess --

 24                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My question was

 25    specifically all of it because during the time of
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  1    collection requests were made to Donlin to share that

  2    information, and they said they would share it at the time

  3    that they filed the permit.  So I was just curious if that

  4    would be shared via the Corps or separately.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Our intent is to make data

  6    available.  If it's not on the website yet, we will try to

  7    get it on there.  If it's too much -- like I said, seven

  8    gigabytes of data.  But if you wanted to review that, we

  9    would find a way to make it available to you.

 10                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a detail

 11    question we need to be a little careful and do this

 12    step-wise.  Don is first referring to the wetlands permit

 13    application, and it has quite extensive data on the

 14    wetlands.  That is a public document.  And we haven't

 15    posted it on the website because of the size, but we

 16    invite special requests.  And we are able to transmit the

 17    permit applications.

 18              When a company goes to the government and says

 19    we want to build something, do something, that permit and

 20    all of its data in the permit is a public document.  Now,

 21    the technical studies underlying the environmental

 22    evaluation report, I don't actually know the current

 23    status of whether all those technical studies are slated

 24    for release or not.  But I think what's helpful tonight is

 25    to take it as a scoping comment and for us to evaluate and
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  1    explore whether all of the technical studies, the

  2    environmental baseline studies could be released and what

  3    the mechanism for that might be.

  4              But I don't want us to get out -- I don't want

  5    to answer a question that we don't really know the answer

  6    to.  So let's treat it as a request as a question that

  7    would be up for further discussion by the -- by Don and

  8    the EIS leadership.

  9              I think you have got another question.

 10                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  I'd

 11    like to second that in terms of every piece of baseline

 12    data being publicly accessible in an easy-to-access format

 13    on-line for people because one problem is that certain

 14    documents are sometimes available, but certain ones are

 15    very difficult to come by.  And I know seven gigabytes is

 16    a lot, but it can be broken down.  If there is a will,

 17    there is a way to do that.  And so I'd like to make that a

 18    scoping comment, as well, that every piece of information

 19    that's available to any agency personnel internally should

 20    also be available to anybody else.

 21                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Duly noted.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  I'll take that under

 23    consideration.  Any other questions?

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Maybe we are ready to move

 25    on.  The next section is going to be the project and its
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  1    components.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move now to a

  3    summary of the mining project proposed by Donlin Gold.

  4    Donlin Gold is a 50/50 partnership between two large

  5    international mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.

  6    And the Donlin Gold deposit is located on lands owned by

  7    two Alaska Native corporations.  The Calista Corporation

  8    is the subsurface owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is

  9    the surface owner.  As you can see, it's a very large

 10    project.  They expect to produce about 1,000,000 ounces of

 11    gold per year for a time frame of 27 and a half years of

 12    production.  And they will be processing 59,000 tons of

 13    ore each day.

 14              We have already noted that Donlin Gold would be

 15    located in a remote part of the state stretching from Cook

 16    Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley.  This area is home to some

 17    66 communities that might be affected by the project.  In

 18    many communities the project might affect lands and

 19    resources that are used for subsistence and other

 20    livelihood activities.  This project will face an

 21    extensive set of legal requirements, including many

 22    permits and many agencies involved.

 23              The diagram at the bottom of the slide shows a

 24    time line from exploration through closure.  Donlin has

 25    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
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  1    for 16 years prior to submitting their permit

  2    applications, and we are now starting the three-year

  3    permitting period, the first step of which is the scoping

  4    meetings.  That's why we are here tonight for a scoping

  5    meeting.

  6              At the conclusion of the EIS process, the

  7    agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If

  8    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with

  9    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27

 10    and a half years of operations.

 11              At the conclusion of the active life of the

 12    mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for closure and

 13    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill

 14    facilities and the pipeline, covering over the waste

 15    treatment or what's known as the tailings storage facility

 16    and the waste rock storage facilities.  The lands would be

 17    recontoured and native vegetation would be planted.

 18              I'll turn to the major components of the

 19    project, starting with the pipeline and the power plant.

 20    The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports like the

 21    Trans-Alaska Pipeline system.  It would be a cold pipe.

 22    It would not generate heat and would not damage the

 23    permafrost.

 24              Where it crosses eight major rivers, the

 25    pipeline would be installed below the riverbed using
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  1    horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as shown in the

  2    center photo on the top of the slide.  This technique

  3    would be used among the other crossings to be used to

  4    cross Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George River.

  5              The image of a block valve on the right side of

  6    the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way would not

  7    be fenced off, and so it wouldn't block access to

  8    subsistence uses areas.  The right-of-way would be brushed

  9    every ten years to provide continued access for monitoring

 10    and maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process

 11    would not create a road along the right-of-way.  The

 12    design would allow access, but after construction, no

 13    improved access for vehicles and no bridges at the water

 14    crossings.

 15              This slide shows the pipeline would start at

 16    Beluga, cross the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west

 17    along the foothills of the Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim

 18    River Valley, continue west to the mine site at Crooked

 19    Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent State

 20    lands, 34 percent BLM lands, ten percent Native

 21    corporation land.

 22              If you would note the blue segments where an

 23    alternate pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge

 24    and the Alaska Range.  This would separate from the

 25    original proposal at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary
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  1    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently

  2    notified the Corps that this alternative is under

  3    consideration, and they will be examining it during

  4    geotechnical investigations this coming summer.

  5              This slide shows the project components at the

  6    mine site.  And I'd like to highlight three of those.

  7    Number one on the slide is the open pit which would

  8    eventually cover 1,400 acres.  It would be 2.2 miles long,

  9    one mile wide, and 1,850 feet deep towards the end of the

 10    mine life.

 11              Number two is the tailings impoundment,

 12    technically referred to as the waste treatment facility.

 13    It would cover about 2,350 acres.  That would be about

 14    three and a half square miles.  And the tailings are the

 15    powder-like material that's left after the gold has been

 16    removed in the mill.

 17              Number three is the waste rock facility, which

 18    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the

 19    rock that's removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.

 20              These major facilities support the mill and

 21    would process 59,000 tons of ore per day.

 22              This is an overview of the major transportation

 23    infrastructure.  The project would require new or expanded

 24    port facilities in Bethel to transfer cargo and fuel to

 25    river barges.  The barges would proceed up the Kuskokwim
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  1    River to a new barge landing that would be constructed at

  2    Jungjuk, and from there they would be taken by -- there

  3    would be a new 30-mile road to the mine site.  Also at the

  4    mine site would be, or near the mine site, a new

  5    5,000-foot airstrip, and also at the mine site would be a

  6    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.

  7              This is the proposed barge landing at Jungjuk.

  8    And it would extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank

  9    and about 1,500 feet back from the riverbank, for a total

 10    of 26 acres.

 11                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre.

 12    How much barge traffic would be expected?

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm going to get to that here

 14    in just a --

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question.  Here comes

 16    the answer.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  The Donlin Gold project

 18    would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim River to

 19    transport supplies and diesel fuel, fuel being needed to

 20    power the large mining equipment and trucks at the mine.

 21    And the fuel barges would be double-hulled.  There would

 22    be an average 110-day season each year, and there would be

 23    about three barge tow passings per day.  It would be most

 24    likely two up and one down or one up and two down on any

 25    given day.  There would be four barges per tow.  It would
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  1    be 64 -- an estimated 64 cargo barge tows per season, 58

  2    fuel barge tows per season.  Cargo barges will carry 550

  3    tons each and the fuel barges will carry 173,000 tons

  4    each.  And in shipping season, the barge tow frequency and

  5    the number of barge loads would be roughly the same during

  6    both the construction and the operations periods.

  7                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  So just about anywhere

  8    you are on the river there is a chance you will see three

  9    barges a day whether you are --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Three barge tows.  Each tow

 11    would have four barges, yes.

 12                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  At any given point on

 13    the river, if you were to stay there, every day on average

 14    you would see three, two up, one down and vice versa?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  That's my understanding, yes.

 16                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  How are they

 17    analyzing the impacts of that traffic on the -- I mean, is

 18    there -- they can't obviously do baseline, so how are they

 19    analyzing the impact of that on the river, the silt, the

 20    fish, et cetera, et cetera?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I think a good part of that

 22    will be based on comments that are -- that we receive on

 23    the concerns that are out there, and --

 24                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  There is no --

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know offhand.  I
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  1    expect maybe Taylor probably knows better than I do what's

  2    been done so far.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Only because I'm five

  4    pages ahead in the study plans than Don is.  But there is

  5    actually an analysis.  This could be broken into several

  6    components.  The physical component which would look at

  7    hydrology, erosion and sedimentation effects of barge

  8    traffic.  So there is a baseline study having to do with

  9    erosion and sedimentation in the Kuskokwim River.  Then

 10    the biological component would be the potential for

 11    impacts or disturbance effects to fisheries or to

 12    wildlife.  And I don't remember a baseline.  I don't know

 13    the study background, but that is certainly an issue to be

 14    analyzed in the EIS.  And then the third category would be

 15    displacement of existing uses.  So river travel,

 16    commercial fisheries, subsistence fisheries; those would

 17    be the kind of analysis of what effects barge traffic

 18    would have.

 19              So there is some base -- it would be good to say

 20    some of the baseline data has been examined and it forms

 21    the foundation for this analysis and estimate of impacts

 22    that will come in the draft EIS.

 23                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  So where in the

 24    thousands and thousands and thousands of pages is that

 25    analysis found?  In Chapter 3?
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I'm trying to remember

  2    where I read this and when.  So the environmental

  3    evaluation document baseline conditions does have a

  4    section with some diagrams and maps of the erosion and

  5    sedimentation dynamics in the Kuskokwim River.  They also

  6    in the biological section have a set of observations about

  7    birds and some other wildlife under baseline conditions in

  8    the Kuskokwim River occurrence, frequency, distribution as

  9    it is now.  And that would then be the basis for the

 10    future, the estimate of change.

 11                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I guess I don't know

 12    if I'm articulating myself.  My question is:  Did they do

 13    a baseline study by following a barge up the river and see

 14    what that barge does and then times-ing it by three, or do

 15    they just do a study that these are how many birds we have

 16    at this section and we will see what happens afterwards?

 17    How did they analyze the impact of the barge?

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I haven't seen the

 19    effects analysis chapter in the environmental effects

 20    document.  I was only responding to the question about

 21    what kind of baseline material was there.  We have got

 22    some follow-up questions, so I want to be courteous in

 23    this.  George had his hand up in a second and then we can

 24    come back to you, Mark, if that's okay.  And Lisa, are we

 25    good for a second?  We may have to come back to this in
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  1    additional discussion?

  2                    MS. LISA FEYEREISEN:  I'm just wondering

  3    if you could point out where I could find it.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  You have Chapter 3 as a

  5    cooperating agency, the environmental effects document in

  6    Chapter 3.  So it's going to be towards the front of it in

  7    the section on the physical environment for erosion and

  8    sedimentation, some of the river hydrology baseline

  9    material.

 10              George, go ahead.

 11                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan from

 12    Kalskag.  We have three or four barge lines in the river

 13    already.  My concern is, where do they dump their water

 14    and sewer in the barges?  Right now they just dump them

 15    into the river.  Is this going to be a policy here where

 16    you don't dump into the river, have septic tanks or you

 17    can go to villages and dump your water and sewer.  Don't

 18    dump it into the river.  That's my concern.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good comment.  I think

 20    Mark was next.

 21                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary, Napaimute.

 22    Just a little bit I know, Lisa, they had people ride the

 23    Crowley barge on a few trips collecting information.

 24    That's how they built some of the planning.  That's what

 25    little bit I know.
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  1                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou

  2    Williams from Kalskag.  Correct me if I'm hearing wrong,

  3    but you said there is three barges a day, anywhere you

  4    will be seeing them wherever you are?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you wouldn't -- you

  6    couldn't stand there throughout the day and see three.

  7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean if I

  8    was in Bethel or if I was in Aniak or even in Kalskag I

  9    would see three a day come by no matter where I was?

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  If you sat on the bank for 24

 11    hours, you would likely see three barge tows go by, either

 12    up or down.

 13                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  And then three

 14    more coming down the next day?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  It might be two up and

 16    one down or one up and two down most likely, I suppose.

 17    That would be the most likely scenario.

 18                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Annie asked you if the

 19    next day you would see the three again.  Every day three

 20    would go by.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  No, you know, that's -- I

 22    think if you add up the total estimated amount, they have

 23    allowed some for logistics and, you know, it probably

 24    won't be every day for the 110 days of a season but, you

 25    know, that would -- that's the -- what their operational
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  1    plan is, as I understand it, would allow -- that would be

  2    the most likely scenario.

  3                    MR. MARK LEARY:  One thing they learned --

  4    and I'd like to hear more about it -- is there are some

  5    spots they can't get through with a four-barge tow.  They

  6    have to stop, break two off, push two through, come back,

  7    get the other two.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess I'm not aware

  9    of that.  I would ask that you make a comment to that, you

 10    know, submit that comment to us one way or another,

 11    either, you know, on one of our questionnaires or on the

 12    website or e-mail it to me so that we can be sure to get

 13    that into the record.

 14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me respond to this,

 15    and then we will continue the questions.  There is

 16    actually a transportation plan that is mentioned in one of

 17    the permit documents.  It was not completed as of the end

 18    of the year, so we haven't seen some of the details.  What

 19    we are providing here is really a pretty rough estimate,

 20    but I do know that a more detailed plan for the

 21    transportation process is under preparation.  And when

 22    that's available, it would be posted on the website the

 23    same as the other permit application documents.  So I

 24    think there is still a lot to learn about the details of

 25    the barging process.
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  1              Many of the comments tonight belong in the

  2    record as scoping questions that need to be examined.  We

  3    need to look more deeply into this and have much more

  4    information about it by the time we get to the EIS.

  5              So there was -- I think Jacques was in line for

  6    a second, and then we'll go to Mark Matter and then

  7    Raymond Peterson.

  8                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Are you guys going

  9    to compare other rivers that have experienced large growth

 10    like this and barge traffic as part of your analysis?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Other rivers that have --

 12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Well, since we

 13    haven't seen this growth before, maybe there is other

 14    rivers in Alaska or throughout the country that have

 15    experienced barge growth, I guess, that you might be able

 16    to compare to.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  I mean, I'm not aware -- I

 18    haven't seen all the studies on that so far.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Again, we are at an early

 20    stage.  We are gathering input to guide the EIS, so I

 21    think it's a very helpful question as a scoping comment.

 22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm sure we are not

 23    the first river to see a growth in traffic.

 24                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And you are suggesting

 25    there ought to be a comparative analysis with other cases.
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  1    I think I can say generally that the subject matter

  2    specialists operate from their literatures, and those

  3    would be case studies and other comparable examples that

  4    would allow them to make a reasoned estimate for the

  5    impacts in this case.  So we will make note of your

  6    emphasis on comparative cases.  And then I think that's

  7    something that the subject matter folks are likely to do

  8    anyway, but this would be a way to emphasize the

  9    importance of it.

 10              So then we had Mark, and then Raymond Peterson.

 11    So Mark, go ahead.

 12                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I would like the EIS to

 13    address any future dredging that may be necessary in some

 14    of the shallow water processes.  It would be good to have

 15    that addressed ahead of time, the impacts that's going to

 16    be and what's the extent of any dredging that might take

 17    place.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Raymond, please.

 19                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson, local

 20    resident, former riverboat pilot.  So I know, you know,

 21    you have got so much traffic going up and down, I never

 22    hear about when, when we do our subsistence things, you

 23    know, because that's important before you do all your

 24    trafficking.  And then the river changes so much.  And

 25    every year water drops or water raises.  And that's when
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  1    you have to be real careful on what you do on your

  2    churning, you know, on the fish we have.  So be very

  3    careful on your studies and make sure that all the -- you

  4    have your GPS.  We use the eye and know the river.  And

  5    now it's one thing, subsistence first, then your barge

  6    systems next.

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.

  8                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Allen Simeon from

  9    Aniak.  Going back river to your pipeline, you say you got

 10    20 blockages for the pipeline and you are going to cross

 11    how many rivers?  I'm wondering, are you going to be

 12    having those before and/or after each river?  And how much

 13    pressure is in that pipeline?  And do you have a storage

 14    area to hold off anything else that you have to divert in

 15    case there is a breakage?  Because this 300-and-some mile

 16    of pipeline has got to go somewhere if there is pressure

 17    in there if there is a breakage.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know that their

 19    position -- they're not positioned --

 20                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  You're going to be

 21    hauling all this stuff down there, you got to have some

 22    sort of a process.  Now, you are going to get gas over

 23    there.  What if something happens to that gas?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline -- one of our

 25    cooperating agencies is the Pipeline Hazardous and --
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Hazardous Materials --

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Hazardous Materials and Safety

  3    Administration.  And I'm sure that they will look at that

  4    in great detail.

  5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  Another question is,

  6    you guys got all this storage and all these fuel things,

  7    and by rule they don't have to contain the whole amount

  8    that's stored there.  And over there at Crooked Creek

  9    there, if there is a rupture, that's a tremendous amount

 10    of fuel oil that's going to drain right down into Crooked

 11    Creek because it cannot contain by rule of the State of

 12    Alaska.  I just want to bring that up.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  That's a good comment, and we

 14    will make sure that that's examined.

 15                    MR. MARK MATTER:  [inaudible] at SHAW last

 16    spring doing some paperwork for our mining operation, and

 17    they were told I guess through NovaGold, because they have

 18    a history of saying all kinds of things, that they were

 19    planning on bringing fuel oil through that pipeline before

 20    they started bringing gas for their gas product.  Anybody

 21    heard anything about that?

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  I haven't heard anything about

 23    that.

 24                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I mean, these are

 25    federal agencies.  They told us that.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think we can say loud

  2    and clear that the application is for a natural gas

  3    pipeline, full stop.  There is nothing in the plan of

  4    development for the natural gas pipeline that talks about

  5    any other fuel resources being transported in it.  And we

  6    have said a number of times today that the -- this process

  7    is legally driven, that the permit application triggers an

  8    EIS.  The EIS is a comprehensive analysis.  Ultimately

  9    there are permit decisions, and if those decisions are

 10    positive, there are detailed permit conditions.  I think

 11    many of you are somewhat familiar with the details that go

 12    with a right-of-way grant or other kind of permits.

 13              So there is not going to be bait and switch on

 14    something of that sort.  The application is binding.  The

 15    legal decisions, the permit decisions are binding in that

 16    respect.

 17                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  I had questions

 18    about that pipeline, also.  You know, it's my

 19    understanding natural gas pipelines are high pressure, and

 20    they are --

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Pressurized, yes.

 22                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, they are

 23    high pressure.  I was working on the Slope working on the

 24    pipeline and stuff.  When they rupture, they rupture

 25    violently.  What kind of emergency response do we have for
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  1    an accident like that?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, it does have emergency

  3    valves.  And again, one of the cooperating agencies is the

  4    Pipeline Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration,

  5    and that's their bailiwick.  That's what they will be

  6    analyzing to make sure that it's a safe pipeline.

  7                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Would they be

  8    based out of Anchorage and be flying to these locations,

  9    or are there going to be roadways to them, or how would

 10    they access it?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  How are they going to access

 12    it if there is a accident?

 13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  Yeah, the pipeline

 14    in general.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  I imagine they would -- in

 16    their permits would establish procedures but, you know,

 17    that would be up to them.  And it would be addressed in

 18    the EIS.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the pipeline design is

 20    to prevent a release, and then the protective measures in

 21    the permit conditions define the drill -- there will be an

 22    emergency response plan that outlines what materials are

 23    staged, prestaged and how they would be mobilized, what

 24    kind of staff are available and drill on pipeline -- on

 25    any spill response.  So we are sort of delving in -- I
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  1    think it's helpful to ask will the EIS address these

  2    things, and the answer is yes, these are standard elements

  3    of an EIS.  And your asking the question makes it all the

  4    more important that we address it really thoroughly in the

  5    EIS.

  6              So we are very early in this.  I hope folks were

  7    paying attention.  This is a three-year project before the

  8    EIS is completed.  After scoping in this next month, the

  9    technical teams go to work for over a year to put together

 10    the draft EIS.  It comes out in late summer of 2014.  And

 11    then you have another chance to look and see if the

 12    questions that you have raised tonight got a thorough

 13    review and provided good answers.  If they didn't, you get

 14    another chance to say, wait a minute, I'm not satisfied

 15    with that answer in the draft.  I want more attention on

 16    this and that, and that becomes the basis for the final

 17    EIS in the last year.

 18                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  This 314-mile pipeline,

 19    no matter what you do or wherever it's at, you are going

 20    to lose your pressure coming between here and there.  And

 21    what are you going to have there to so-called boost it the

 22    rest of the way and whether or not there is going to be

 23    people there to actually monitor that or what's going to

 24    happen?

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  I believe there is just --
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  1    there is one pressure compression station located towards

  2    the beginning closer to Cook Inlet.  I don't recall the

  3    exact distance, but it's fairly soon into the pipeline.

  4    There is just one compression station.

  5                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  That's going to be a

  6    tremendous amount of pressure in the very beginning before

  7    it can get all the way over there to reach the end.  And

  8    I've witnessed this at Alpine with a fuel line and what

  9    they have to do just to go six miles with fuel.  And I was

 10    wondering what kind of pressure are they going to start

 11    off with.

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me suggest this on

 13    one of the -- when we wrap up, we can pull up the plan of

 14    development and look it up.  I'm not quick enough on that

 15    detail to have it in my head, but I know how we can look

 16    it up.  So we will do that together, Allen, before we

 17    leave tonight.  I couldn't happen to remember there was

 18    one compression station, and it's in about milepost 15 or

 19    20.  It's early in the Cook Inlet side of the pipeline.

 20    And according to the design, that is sufficient to

 21    power -- to transport the natural gas all the way over the

 22    range and out to the Kuskokwim Valley.

 23                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And then the horizontal

 24    drilling going underneath, it's going to go underneath the

 25    Kuskokwim River and up on the other side, is that correct?
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Correct.

  2                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  And who is going to do

  3    that?  I'm just wondering.

  4                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's a very good question.

  5    All of the construction -- we are at the permitting stage.

  6    If the permits are issued, then Donlin would set out in

  7    the construction phase.  And I think, generally speaking,

  8    they select contractors to do this kind of work.  The

  9    pipeline plan of development actually has quite a bit of

 10    detail about the phases, what would occur each year and

 11    starting at two different ends.  So we could peek at some

 12    of that.  We certainly don't know the names of contractors

 13    that would be selected at this stage, but it would be done

 14    generally by contractors.

 15                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  The reason I ask that

 16    is, I'm familiar with that.  I seen that at Alpine when

 17    they went underneath the river.  And they had to run

 18    portable generators just to keep the ground from thawing

 19    out.  Now, I don't know what kind of problems we are going

 20    to have here with permafrost or whatnot or erosion running

 21    the pipe they way you guys are talking about and if any

 22    kind of heat is going to be made doing this and especially

 23    going under rivers because the river erodes by itself

 24    regardless every year.  And assisting it in any way I

 25    think might create more problems.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I think damage to

  2    permafrost and the potential implications of horizontal

  3    directional drilling on river erosion, these are some

  4    scoping questions that Allen is raising for us.  Jacques

  5    and then Mark and then Ryan.

  6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Would Donlin be

  7    paying for the pipeline project or -- I'm not sure how

  8    that would work.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I know you know the

 10    answer.  We all know the answer to that.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  It's their pipeline.

 12                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'd just like to

 13    make a request as part of the permitting process that

 14    there be an option for the local villages to possibly hook

 15    into the pipeline as part of the deal.  And that if the

 16    State grants the permits, it seems like it would be a

 17    tragedy to have this pipeline go all the way -- to come

 18    this close without having the option of us hooking into

 19    it.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  For the purpose of the EIS, we

 21    are not going to evaluate all that.  What's the term?

 22                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Common carrier.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Common carrier is my

 24    understanding.  Would be a common carrier and, you know, I

 25    guess use could be rented on it, but we are not going to
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  1    delve into details of that as part of the EIS.

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the regulatory status

  3    of this pipeline, when they use the term common carrier,

  4    it means that any party can ask to transport gas.  That

  5    pipeline does not belong to one party and that company --

  6                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  They are just

  7    building it.

  8                    MR. BRELSFORD:  They build it, they

  9    install it.  They obviously have the primary use of it,

 10    but a common carrier pipeline is available for other

 11    parties.  So the Middle Kuskokwim Electric Co-op, some

 12    other party could rent and transport gas for the purposes

 13    of power generation in the Kuskokwim Valley.

 14              As Don says, we are not necessarily delving into

 15    a lot of scenarios about that, but there is a key answer

 16    to your question, and that is with regulatory status, that

 17    pipeline would be a common carrier.

 18              I forgot who was next.  I think Mark and then

 19    Ryan.

 20                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Mark Leary.  I have some

 21    good questions.  I've learned a little bit about it.  I

 22    wanted to know exactly where they were going to cross the

 23    Kuskokwim.  And if I remember right I might be off a

 24    little bit.  It's somewhere above Wasky, and it's going to

 25    be way below the bottom of the river.  It's going to be in
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  1    the bedrock.

  2              My question was back to barging.  At the meeting

  3    in Bethel last night you told us that the Coast Guard

  4    declined to be a cooperating agency.  But if this goes

  5    forward, will we expect to see more permanent Coast Guard

  6    presence on the river?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Because of the additional

  8    barge traffic?

  9                    MR. MARK LEARY:  Yeah.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  That would be up to them, I

 11    guess.  I'm not -- I can't speak for the Coast Guard.  I

 12    don't know.  It's not -- I guess if you feel there is

 13    hazards that they need to somehow monitor or control or

 14    regulate, then I guess that's a comment I'd ask you to get

 15    into the record here.

 16                    MR. MARK LEARY:  It seems like we all

 17    behave better when the cops are around.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's don't lose sight of

 19    the fact, just because they don't step forward as a

 20    cooperating agency and come every other week to a meeting,

 21    they don't lose their legal responsibility for navigation.

 22    So Don I think said last night, and I really want to

 23    underscore this again today -- the Coast Guard does have a

 24    responsibility in terms of navigational aids and

 25    navigation in the navigable waterways.  And that doesn't
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  1    go away.  Later in the stage we expect them to get a lot

  2    more engaged in the EIS and in the permitting process to

  3    understand specific legal responsibilities that they might

  4    have.  Not so much now, but later on when we get to this

  5    navigation question, that is one where the Coast Guard has

  6    some legal obligations.

  7                    MR. MARK LEARY:  We can expect the route

  8    to be buoyed every year?

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I don't know the extent,

 10    the exact configuration of their involvement in it.  I

 11    don't think we know that for now.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  You could certainly make --

 13    you know, like I said, get your comments and questions

 14    into the record, and as we look into these, we will work

 15    with the Coast Guard and get their responses.  And those

 16    could be included in the draft.

 17                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  My name is Ryan

 18    Maroney, and I just had a question about the process.  If

 19    the notes are being taken right now and people's names, is

 20    this -- if someone brings up a concern right now orally,

 21    is that considered a scoped -- because you keep saying you

 22    should bring that forward on the website or submit it, but

 23    if people say it right now, is that considered on the

 24    record, or are you just encouraging them to put more

 25    detail into a second comment?
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  It's on the record, but I

  2    guess I'm just trying to be very thorough and ask people

  3    to, you know --

  4                    MR. RYAN MARONEY:  I just wanted to make

  5    sure if they brought it up now that it was considered and

  6    if they didn't get to the web or submit it or write a

  7    letter later --

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  It will all be transcribed and

  9    all the issues that are raised in the meetings will be

 10    addressed.

 11                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose this in a

 12    minute.  We have got just one or two more slides on the

 13    project description, and then we want to go to issues.  So

 14    Mark, work with us.  We will take the question now, but

 15    let's keep track of the -- we have some more things to

 16    cover.

 17                    MR. MARK MATTER:  So help me in the

 18    process.  You said you are going to proceed with this EIS

 19    on the understanding that there will be no access -- did I

 20    hear that earlier -- of this corridor?  No public access.

 21    Did I hear that earlier?

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  No.

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's the opposite.

 24    I think what this slide showed is that the pipeline

 25    corridor is not fenced off, so that there are a few -- the
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  1    compressor station, some of the safety valves are fenced

  2    in a ten-by-ten configuration, but the long linear feature

  3    is not fenced.  It is not a barrier to travel traditional

  4    uses across the landscape.  The last part of what Don said

  5    is there is no industrial road that is constructed for the

  6    purpose of building the pipeline.  It will be demobilized.

  7    All that will be left is the clearing, the cleared area

  8    that's brushed every ten years.  And that's for the

  9    purposes of access when Donlin Gold would need it or for

 10    monitoring.

 11                    MR. MARK MATTER:  What about snowmachines?

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Actually, it's a very

 13    important point.  I think we do understand that on the

 14    Cook Inlet side, the matter of public access from the west

 15    side of Cook Inlet from Skwenta, even Wasilla, that's an

 16    important potential issue about security to some of the

 17    facilities and displacement of uses.  And I don't think we

 18    have all the answers on that yet.  I think there is still

 19    a lot to learn about what public uses might turn out to be

 20    on a cleared right-of-way of that sort.  But I think on

 21    the Kuskokwim Valley side, starting with the questions

 22    that our friend from Russian Mission raised, the key is

 23    that this corridor is not an obstacle to traditional land

 24    uses on the Kuskokwim side of the range.

 25                    MR. JASON WALSH:  Excuse me, Taylor.
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  1    There is a lot of questions about the pipeline.  And if

  2    after the meeting, the EIS portion is over, if people have

  3    questions about the State's authority and how we will

  4    issue that right-of-way or if we will issue that

  5    right-of-way on the Cook Inlet side or on State land and

  6    what that means, common carrier access or otherwise, you

  7    can come talk to me.  I'll be happy to answer your

  8    questions so we can not bog it down here.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Other infrastructure includes

 10    a construction camp.  It would have 2,500 beds which would

 11    support a construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.

 12    This includes some smaller remote camps for the pipeline

 13    construction, as well.  The permanent camp would have 600

 14    beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 employees

 15    working shifts, meaning that only about half of the total

 16    workforce would be on site at any given time.

 17              So we are back to questions on the project

 18    description.  Or should we move on and wrap it up?  I

 19    guess we will keep going.

 20              So we mentioned earlier the purpose of the

 21    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  One

 22    major issue is -- I'm sorry.  One major area is water

 23    resources.  Streams and other surface waters would be

 24    diverted away from and around the mining activities in

 25    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
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  1    Ground water would be consumed as part of the mining

  2    process, and it could affect base flows of nearby streams.

  3    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower

  4    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby

  5    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,

  6    could generate acid or leach metals.  So, waste rock,

  7    tailings and other runoff would have to be carefully

  8    managed to avoid contaminating the waters outside of the

  9    mine site.

 10              Air quality is also important, and this slide

 11    shows some examples of issues that we expect.  There would

 12    be several sources of emissions, including a large number

 13    of large mining vehicles, 227-megawatt power plant, dust

 14    generated by removing and processing the overburden, waste

 15    rock and the ore.

 16              Climate change is a growing concern and will

 17    need to be considered as large amounts of hydrocarbons

 18    will be burned.  Mercury will be looked at in several

 19    areas.  Naturally occurring mercury or fugitive mercury

 20    could be released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury

 21    stack emissions could occur during the milling process,

 22    and any mercury co-product would require careful storage

 23    and transport.

 24              Given the large amounts of fuel and hazardous

 25    materials involved, safe operating procedures and good
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  1    response plans would be crucial to prevent any spills.

  2              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands

  3    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

  4    subsistence and traditional land uses.  The proposed

  5    project would affect total of 16,300 acres, and of this

  6    10,000 would be at the mine site and related

  7    infrastructure, 6,000 for the pipeline.  These areas would

  8    be impacted by excavating, filling, vegetation removal and

  9    other disturbances.  And 6,900 of these acres would be

 10    wetlands.  There would be habitat loss or reduced habitat

 11    values for fish and wildlife on 16,300 acres affected by

 12    the project and as well as habitat loss that could also be

 13    direct disturbance of individual animals.  We have talked

 14    quite a bit about barge traffic so far.  And subsistence

 15    and traditional land uses would also be affected by the

 16    loss of land through development.

 17              Here are some more examples of issues and

 18    concerns.  These are focused on the communities, cultural

 19    resources and recreation.  Community life would be

 20    affected by the new workforce of 3,000 construction and

 21    1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new employment

 22    and income brought into the area, but also many effects on

 23    community and human health.  Cultural resources, both

 24    archeological and historic, that exist in the area might

 25    be disturbed or destroyed.  And recreation and visual
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  1    resources might also be affected by new structures and

  2    mining operations.  For all these issues, we would look at

  3    avoiding them -- avoiding the impacts as best we could and

  4    minimizing them as well as we can.  And if we can't avoid

  5    them or minimize, we will try to mitigate for them.

  6              So to conclude, we know that this proposed

  7    project and the lands and resources are important to you.

  8    And we would like to emphasize that there are several ways

  9    it get involved in the EIS.  You are already doing the

 10    most important thing by being here tonight for the scoping

 11    meeting.  We would also invite you to go to our website at

 12    donlingoldeis.com for more information or to submit

 13    comments.  Or you can contact me directly.  753-2780 is my

 14    direct phone line, and my e-mail address is there as well.

 15    For tribal matters you can contact our tribal liaison for

 16    the Corps of Engineers, Amanda Shearer.  And her direct

 17    phone number and e-mail are there, as well.

 18              We have had two tribal teleconferences so far

 19    that discussed cooperating agency status and

 20    government-to-government consultations.  We had those on

 21    October 30th and December 12th, and we plan to have

 22    others.  Tribal governments, as we have mentioned already,

 23    have the opportunity to enter into

 24    government-to-government consultation, as well as

 25    requesting cooperating agency status.
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  1              So that's the end of the formal presentation.

  2    If there is any remaining questions, we will answer those

  3    and then we will go on into the -- to the -- if anybody

  4    would like to provide comments for the record, we can do

  5    that then.  If you do have any written comments, if you

  6    make -- if you provide testimony and have written

  7    comments, we ask that you leave a copy for our recorder so

  8    that she can more easily get all the details.

  9                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Annie Lou

 10    Williams from Kalskag.  I have a question.  You were going

 11    through this, and I thought about air quality.  Are they

 12    going to test the air now as it is, and then during the

 13    process will they be monitoring it?  Because not only are

 14    they -- there is Elders, and then there is your berries,

 15    your fish and all the plants and everything.  Sometimes

 16    when things go on, like I don't know how many years ago,

 17    we found a lot of our vegetation was brown and the berries

 18    wouldn't grow or anything like that, and they didn't know

 19    what was causing it.  My concern would be the effects of

 20    the barge traveling and with the smoke and all this other

 21    stuff that would be going on.  Would that also be

 22    monitored?

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  There has been extensive

 24    air quality monitoring that's been done so far, and that

 25    will continue throughout the -- throughout the
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  1    construction and the operation of the mine.

  2                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  No, I mean from

  3    the villages all the way, if there is a barge traveling

  4    once they start --

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Will they do air quality

  6    monitoring all the way up and down the river?

  7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  Yes.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess at this point I'd just

  9    have to take that as a comment.  I'm not aware of that.

 10    It would be -- are you aware of any, other than near the

 11    mine site, air quality monitoring?

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The question of monitoring

 13    in real time is a good scoping comment.  I know the

 14    technical specialists that will address the air quality,

 15    they have signatures for different kinds of transportation

 16    vehicles, the emissions signature, and they will estimate

 17    the emissions of the barges based on the loads on the

 18    engines and so on.  That much they can do as a technical

 19    analysis.  But I think your question went to monitoring in

 20    real time in the operational life of the project, and

 21    that's a good comment that we will take into account.

 22                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Jacques Longpre,

 23    Aniak.  I was wondering if there is going to be any

 24    monitoring of precipitation.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  They have weather stations at
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  1    the mine site.  Oh, you mean for water quality?

  2                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  When evaporation

  3    occurs, and when wind blows it to a whole 'nother part of

  4    the -- part of the area, then you have the rain raining on

  5    all our blueberries and everything.  Is there a chance of

  6    spreading chemicals to different parts of the region?

  7                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Like acid rain

  8    or something.

  9                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  Yeah.  Because I

 10    know you talked about mercury emissions and -- does that

 11    get into our atmosphere to come down at another spot?

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  I expect that that will be

 13    looked at, yes.

 14                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I didn't see

 15    anything about precipitation in there.

 16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think what they do on

 17    air quality and emissions is called fate and transport,

 18    what becomes of emissions, where are they -- how are they

 19    transported, where are they deposited.  So it's not my

 20    area of technical expertise, but I've read that kind of

 21    discussion in an EIS.  It's not enough to just say it goes

 22    out the stack.  They are concerned about where it lands

 23    and therefore the impacts on --

 24                    MR. JACQUES LONGPRE:  I'm talking about

 25    evaporation from the pool there and there's the
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  1    acid-forming rock.  Does that acid get into the atmosphere

  2    and come down in other places?

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good question for

  4    analysis.

  5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  The only thing I do know

  6    about that is they had an air quality station here in

  7    Aniak that they were monitoring for mercury deposition,

  8    and I know they aren't doing that anymore, but they did at

  9    least do that for probably a two-year period.

 10                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Brian Stephanoff,

 11    Russian Mission.  I got a comment.  How much -- how

 12    much -- to what degree does interdisciplinary work

 13    coincide with each other between like the State and

 14    federal agencies, such as environmental working together

 15    with scientific knowledge with indigenous knowledge to

 16    make this -- these comment periods a lot more meaningful?

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  The interaction between the

 18    State and the federal --

 19                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  Interdisciplinary

 20    where you have many departments work together to address

 21    and analyze current problems.  As a scholar, I got my

 22    master's degree and I've listened to many accounts

 23    throughout Canada, the First Nations tribes and their

 24    conflicts with mineral development and the South Americans

 25    and their indigenous groups and some of their conflicts
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  1    with many types of mineral development, too.  And one

  2    thing they have always noticed and it's very common in

  3    these parts of these United States is the lack of

  4    interdisciplinary work.  It's hard to get one department

  5    with another to -- especially when trying to find out

  6    about contaminants in Native foods.  That's just an

  7    example.

  8              I was just giving that introductory piece

  9    because going back to the tailings of the two-mile long

 10    and whatever depth that is, that's a large bowl of mercury

 11    and other mineral wastes that would be set aside.  And the

 12    half life of -- or the life expectancy of such chemicals

 13    to degrade and not be harmful -- as harmful to the

 14    environment is just so astronomically -- it seems very

 15    awful to imagine all of the thousands upon thousands of

 16    gallons of mercury and cyanide and whatever other

 17    contaminants are going to be building up inside these

 18    basins near Crooked Creek that might eventually tear apart

 19    because there is always some type of environmental

 20    disaster of some sort.  Something is always going to go

 21    wrong.

 22              Just for the natural environment to consume

 23    parts of those chemicals and let it erode down to a

 24    certain point where it gets lesser of a form of -- or

 25    degree of contaminant, it should also include all the
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  1    animals and all the human beings that live around there

  2    because they are -- the future generations that live

  3    around that spot, their kids and their grandkids down the

  4    seven generations will have harm from many of these

  5    contaminants if such a catastrophe was to happen, leaking

  6    whatever is inside the tailings ponds.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  If I understand what you are

  8    asking, you know, as far as the different agencies and

  9    different disciplines working together, that's the purpose

 10    for cooperating agencies.  We have, you know, the -- we

 11    invited all the federal agencies that we thought could

 12    provide expertise to be cooperating agencies.  We have

 13    both federal and State agencies.  And we have invited

 14    tribes to provide, you know, local knowledge.  The third

 15    party contractor, Taylor's team, you know, they have --

 16    they will be -- they have experts in every discipline that

 17    will be looking at it.  So you know, that's the way that I

 18    believe we will address your concern, as I understood it.

 19    Yes.

 20                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to

 21    further conclude that there is many permanent residents

 22    that live inside these villages along the Kuskokwim and

 23    Yukon, and many of them intend to stay permanent.  And the

 24    gold mine would be -- or those that mine the gold are just

 25    part-timers and they stay until the gold is gone and just
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  1    leave while the waste and all the contaminants and the

  2    aftermath of such destruction will further erode and

  3    degrade many of these permanent residents that do decide

  4    to stay behind.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Fine.  Thank you for that.

  6    I'll take that as a comment for the record.  Yes.

  7                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Pete Dronkers.  We are

  8    going to put this in writing later, too, but at this time

  9    for the -- as a scoping comment, I'd like to suggest that

 10    some of these key areas of concern be addressed with

 11    simple fact sheets from whether it's URS or the Corps of

 12    Engineers.  I think one of the problems that people always

 13    run into is that they feel they have to review literally

 14    two- or 3,000 pages of technical documents to get

 15    relatively basic questions answered.  So I'd like to

 16    suggest that fact sheets on acid drainage, perpetual water

 17    treatment, in particular, as it relates to acid drainage,

 18    mercury, both in water and as air emissions, the risks of

 19    those be distributed to all stakeholders in simple fact

 20    sheets, and then also a lot of the things that other

 21    people have brought up such as the impacts of erosion from

 22    barge transport and the concern with the window during

 23    fishing season where it sounds like there is going to be

 24    real conflict there.

 25              So I think all these things need to have fact
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  1    sheets that are simple that are just a couple pages long

  2    that are distributed.  A good start would be to everybody

  3    who signed in at every scoping meeting so that every

  4    effort is taken so that people end up with fact sheets

  5    that deal with acid drainage because that's a big issue

  6    that's often overlooked.

  7              And people last night in Bethel were asking

  8    about this.  How long will water need to be treated at the

  9    mine site after the mine is closed?  And a lot of times

 10    the answer can be thousands of years after closure.  And I

 11    think people really have to understand the long-term

 12    impacts of what acid drainage is and what it can do.  In

 13    this case, the data has been pretty hard to understand at

 14    this point because we don't have good access to prediction

 15    data at this part of the process, so we are always told to

 16    just wait because it's a process; but sometimes if you

 17    wait too long you miss your window to actually affect the

 18    process.

 19              So I think it's really important that people --

 20    a lot of the environmental chemists are saying that the

 21    two biggest issues at this mine are mercury and acid

 22    drainage.  So it would be very nice if these things were

 23    summarized in simple fact sheets and distributed to every

 24    known stakeholder.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  I think that's a
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  1    good idea.

  2                    MR. HERMAN MORGAN:  Yeah.  My name is

  3    Herman Morgan from Aniak.  I'd like to echo some of the

  4    comments and concerns, you know.  We live here in this

  5    river, and it's very important because it's our way of

  6    life for our fish and environment, you know.  And you guys

  7    are just here for a little while, and then you guys will

  8    go back, too.  I hope you understand how important

  9    protecting our environment is.  You know, all the money in

 10    the world can't buy back our way of life and our salmon.

 11    Like them barges, they showed us four barges, four

 12    barges -- one barge pushing four.  What they call that?

 13    Four barges, it can be even bigger than the barges we see

 14    now.

 15              And we are already having salmon concerns,

 16    salmon closures.  And it kind of concerned me when you

 17    were asked what effect that has on fish and you said,

 18    well, we have to wait and see.  But it seems like if we

 19    wait and see, you know, there could be even more damage to

 20    our fish with all the turbidity, all that silt where they

 21    spawn.  So it's things like that.

 22              The tailings dam is going to be pretty big --

 23    pretty big dam, pretty big amount of water.  When that dam

 24    broke in Europe, they were shoveling up dead fish with a

 25    wheelbarrow.  It killed all the fish in the river.  That's
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  1    how dangerous them chemicals is.  That mercury he's

  2    talking about, it will take one drop per million or per

  3    billion, something like that, you know.  And if the salmon

  4    smell that, then they wouldn't go back to that spawning

  5    area.

  6              So I hope you guys understand how important our

  7    environment is to us.  I wish there was a way they could

  8    process that ore somewhere else and they could have their

  9    gold and they could have their jobs and we wouldn't have

 10    that huge waste pit up there with all the chemicals

 11    affecting us all the time.  I hope you guys really

 12    understand how important the river is to us.

 13              I know I looked at that Fort Knox Gold Mine in

 14    Fairbanks.  They are doing it pretty safely but, you know,

 15    who knows what could happen around here.  I hope you

 16    understand how important that river and the environment is

 17    to us.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Maybe

 19    unless there is any specific questions, we could move into

 20    the -- taking the comments or the testimony for the

 21    record.  If there are any specific questions remaining, or

 22    can we go into that?  Yes.

 23                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'd like this to go on

 24    the record.  I guess I'm curious, have curiosity how the

 25    federal agencies, the Corps and BLM and DNR, I mean, when
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  1    you hear Barrick, a major player in this, say that this

  2    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time --

  4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick said that this

  5    project doesn't meet their criteria for investment.  When

  6    you hear things like that and pipe linings where there is

  7    no natural gas available on the Cook Inlet side, when you

  8    hear things like this, what goes on in the agencies?  They

  9    just proceed as like they don't hear these things or has

 10    just no concern at all?  When I hear Barrick say that this

 11    doesn't meet their criteria, why do you go through all

 12    this expensive process when they say it's not feasible?

 13    And then on this pipeline when there is no natural gas

 14    available in Cook Inlet?  I'm just curious, what goes on

 15    in the agencies?  What are they saying to each other?

 16    This is kind of a personal question.  What do you say

 17    amongst yourselves when you hear things like that?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  When we hear --

 19                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Barrick says it doesn't

 20    meet their criteria for investment.  They are the only

 21    player that has the money or can get the funding to do a

 22    project like this.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  We evaluate the project as

 24    it's presented to us.

 25                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I'm just curious if
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  1    there was any talk amongst --

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is some

  3    misunderstanding about what Barrick said at the time.

  4    What they said at the time was that it was premature to

  5    make an investment decision in the multibillion dollar

  6    range, and that instead they were waiting on the signals

  7    or whether this was permittable, whether the agency --

  8    they wanted to see the permitting process unfold.

  9               MR. MARK MATTER:  Well, their very late

 10    releases say it exactly the way I said it, said it does

 11    not meet their criteria for investment.

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  What I understood from it

 13    was that that was pre-permitted.

 14                    MR. MARK MATTER:  Because I'm going with

 15    Barrick.  Their latest release -- and you can pull their

 16    website up right now.  Their latest release said the very

 17    same thing on Donlin.  The project is not going ahead

 18    because it doesn't meet their criteria.  It's too

 19    expensive.  And they can get the project -- I don't know.

 20    I guess they didn't say anything about the pipeline.  But

 21    there is no natural gas available to even run through the

 22    pipeline, first of all.  It just -- it's just confusing to

 23    me to see how they can proceed with an EIS when there is

 24    no -- they should have something saying we can make a

 25    project here.  I don't see that coming from the major
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  1    player here.  It seems like a lot of work for nothing.

  2    You are not going to comment, I know.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  I've said that --

  4                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I wish I could read your

  5    mind.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  We are evaluating the project

  7    as it's -- we are evaluating the permit applications that

  8    have been submitted to us.

  9                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Can we comment off the

 10    record?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  About whether or not Donlin

 12    finds this project feasible?

 13                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  Yeah, what he's

 14    talking about.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  His question is --

 16                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  My question is:  Can

 17    we comment off the record?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm telling you what I know

 19    and what my role as the Corps of Engineers and what we are

 20    doing.  We have received permit applications for the

 21    Donlin Gold Project, and we have determined it requires an

 22    environmental impact study, and that's what we are doing.

 23    It's not my role to evaluate the financial feasibility of

 24    the project.

 25                    MR. GEORGE MORGAN:  George Morgan.  I'll
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  1    do my comment now.  As he mentioned, 2018 we got a project

  2    other than the gold mine project.  We are building a

  3    40-mile heavy-duty haul road between Kalskag and Paimute

  4    in the Yukon through the Portage Mountains.  By 2018 we

  5    are going to get 140 million dollars for that project.

  6    They are going to build $4,000,000 docks on both sides.

  7    That's what we need.  That's what we need for our children

  8    to grow.  This whole project is not about us.  It's about

  9    our kids, these young people.  They are the ones that are

 10    going to be working.  Ten years ago they say we will need

 11    15,000 new jobs.  Now it's about five more years.  We are

 12    going to need 15,000 new jobs because at the mine you

 13    build your own docks.  Look at all the people they are

 14    going to hire to run these barges, the docks, the airport.

 15    That's your own thing.  But we are doing ours, too, for

 16    the future of our children.

 17              We need to open resources.  We can't keep this

 18    whole area closed up.  We never say nothing about the NYAC

 19    Gold Mine, the Kako Mine right above Russian Mission, the

 20    gold mines up in the Salmon River, the gold mines in

 21    McGrath.  You guys are the ones that is coming out with

 22    the studies and saying these are the jobs available for

 23    our people.  We are not asking for much.  But you who are

 24    providing all the jobs -- right now we get nothing.

 25              We can't live on subsistence anymore.  We can't
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  1    even make money on that.  We need these jobs for our young

  2    people.  And this is the exact time we need this.

  3              So thank you for letting me speak, but I think

  4    you guys are doing a good job by having these meetings,

  5    listening to everybody.  But when you say communities,

  6    include the cities because it's not just the tribes living

  7    in that city.  Include them all.  But this is a good

  8    opportunity for jobs for our people.  And that's what we

  9    need.  Why we have all these suicides and stuff, because

 10    they have no jobs.

 11              All this land, we need to open up some part of

 12    it.  We got a million acres.  We are using only 40 acres

 13    here to provide 15,000 jobs.  There is going to be so much

 14    jobs available, we will have to hire from outside.  Now is

 15    a good time to get ready for these jobs.  By the time

 16    these graduate, they'll have four- or $500,000,000 worth

 17    of projects in this area, which is good, I think.  As long

 18    as you --

 19              We have a unique water system where all our

 20    water comes out of the mountains.  We don't drill down

 21    there for water.  It comes out of the mountains.  It's so

 22    fresh and pure water that fish come all over and they

 23    spawn in our fresh water.  But it's a good opportunity to

 24    provide jobs for our young people, and that's what we

 25    need.  Thank you.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Unless there is

  2    any final questions, we will move into the testimony.  We

  3    will go to the sign-in sheets for those that wanted to

  4    provide that, and we will go into that.

  5                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Can we have

  6    a break, please?

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Take ten minutes.

  8               (A break was taken.)

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We are going to go into

 10    the testimony portion of our evening.  So I'm going to go

 11    down through the names of people that indicated they would

 12    like to testify.  Some said maybe, but I'll go to them and

 13    find out.  The first one I have is Dave Cannon.

 14                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  Here I am.  Dave Cannon.

 15    I guess I know EISs are supposed to consider cumulative

 16    effects.  And I know, you know, looking in the future

 17    Ouija board stuff trying to figure out what could happen,

 18    but George mentioned this project possibly there from

 19    Kalskag over to the Yukon.  And my big concern would be,

 20    you know, once Donlin, the project, if it were to happen,

 21    we have no infrastructure here presently, but that would

 22    all of a sudden bring all kinds of infrastructure.  And

 23    there has been a lot of other development -- not

 24    development -- exploration up the Aniak, the Holitna, all

 25    over.  So I think that would allow other development to
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  1    happen that wouldn't have happened normally.

  2              So I'm wondering if or how the EIS process is

  3    going to consider those things, cumulative effects.

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  So are you --

  5                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I'm hoping that you can

  6    do that.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Yes.  We

  8    will -- we will do that.

  9                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I know it's hard, but I

 10    think it needs to be considered.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person

 12    is Joe Kameroff, Jr.

 13                    MR. JOE KAMEROFF, JR.:  The questions I

 14    had was about the gas line.  You know, I mentioned them

 15    earlier.  And also about containment of the waste rock and

 16    all that and how that's going to be managed and how it's

 17    long-term -- how will that affect our region.  And another

 18    concern also is the barge traffic, you know.  Us as a

 19    community around here, you know, we hunt the river, you

 20    know.  Go out moose hunting basically off the river.  And

 21    we need to, you know, keep an eye out on our subsistence

 22    lifestyle, as well as fish mainly, also with moose and

 23    caribou and all the other wildlife that we have.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Joan

 25    Walser.
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  1                    MR. DAVE CANNON:  I believe she left.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Brian Stephanoff.

  3                    MR. BRIAN STEPHANOFF:  I just wanted to

  4    make a comment.  And it was highlighted earlier.  When

  5    development does come into question, the agencies that are

  6    involved should try to get as much employment, workforce

  7    from the surrounding communities to get as many

  8    backgrounds as possible, and should also include the

  9    Alaska Natives and the nonAlaska Natives that are residing

 10    within these communities.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Allen --

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Simeonoff.  Sorry.

 13    Simeon.

 14                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  My name is Allen Simeon

 15    from Aniak.  Your line material that their -- liner used

 16    to hold wastewater, whether it's for the acid or

 17    whatnot -- and I used to work up there on Donlin Creek,

 18    and I know that a lot of the rock has natural acid in it.

 19    And if concentrated and ever let go, nothing can live

 20    within that acid content.  And I'm wondering if you guys

 21    are using only one liner to protect the environment.  Is

 22    there going to be a plan for a secondary liner on the

 23    inside?  One liner is only one liner.  And that material

 24    up there leaches already.  And that material would leach

 25    right down into the drainage and flow right into the
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  1    Kuskokwim River.  So my question is:  How much protection

  2    is going to be used for all of that hazardous material

  3    from the mining project to keep it contained within that

  4    specific area?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.

  6                    MR. ALLEN SIMEON:  I have another one

  7    there.  What happens with it?  How are you going to get

  8    rid of it?  Are you going to let it naturally dissipate or

  9    evaporate or haul it out and/or what?  And then the other

 10    question, of course, is for the -- your fuel that you have

 11    on site.  And like I stated earlier, by rule you don't

 12    have to have containment for the whole amount that's

 13    there.  And that being in an environment where everything

 14    flows downhill back to the Kuskokwim River, and that

 15    amount of fuel, shouldn't they have consideration for full

 16    containment instead of what DEC implies as a rule for fuel

 17    or whatever?  That's my question -- questions.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will make sure they

 19    are addressed.  Thank you.  Pete Dronkers.

 20                    MR. PETE DRONKERS:  I do have a comment on

 21    the perceived loopholes in the Clean Water Act and how

 22    that affects the tailings impoundment facility.  It's my

 23    understanding -- I don't want to go too far into the weeds

 24    here, but it's my understanding that if it's considered a

 25    waste treatment facility, it does not have to comply with
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  1    discharge standards.  So I'm not wanting to get too far

  2    into the details.  My general comment would be that the

  3    EIS process consider the ultimate potential closure of the

  4    two main Clean Water Act loopholes and how that would

  5    affect the design of the tailings and the placement of the

  6    tailings, as well, because there is a lot of interest in

  7    closing those loopholes, and that could potentially break

  8    the impact on those plans.  So I'd like the EIS process to

  9    at least consider how litigation with the Clean Water Act

 10    would actually affect the mine engineering plans

 11    specifically on the waste treatment facility language in

 12    the Clean Water Act.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's it,

 14    unless -- is there any remainder?

 15                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I didn't see that thing

 16    where you could put if you want to comment.  Could I

 17    comment?

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Yes.  Yes, Mark.  Please

 19    go ahead.  He said that he didn't see the column to

 20    indicate that he wanted to testify.  Now he would like to

 21    testify.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Yes, please.  Go ahead.

 23                    MR. MARK LEARY:  I was quiet in Bethel

 24    last night.  I wanted to build on what Georgie Boy said.

 25    Is he still here?  I've tried to think more about the
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  1    social impacts because I think -- looks to me like there

  2    is plenty of people looking and worrying about the

  3    environmental impacts.  What I have been thinking about is

  4    the 2010 census, Bethel census area.  That means all the

  5    villages on the Kuskokwim and Bethel and some villages on

  6    the coast.  2010 census, 17,000 people.  About half are

  7    under the age of 25.  And we are growing two percent a

  8    year.  We don't see it so much in the middle Kuskokwim,

  9    but two percent a year means 400 more people a year in our

 10    region.  That's a whole 'nother village every year in our

 11    region.  And they are all young.

 12              What are they going to have?  What are we going

 13    to do for them?  Like Georgie Boy said, subsistence is --

 14    I'm sorry, but there is going to be too many people.

 15              The other thing I was thinking about, that shift

 16    work, you know, that two weeks on, two weeks off thing,

 17    that's hard on families, you know.  You miss 50 percent of

 18    your family's life.  And I'd like the developers of Donlin

 19    Creek -- and I mentioned this to them -- NYAC, you talk to

 20    all the old-timers that grew up in NYAC where they built a

 21    town around the mine, they have nothing but good memories,

 22    you know.  The kids growing up there, you know, a school,

 23    everything, store.  I'd like to see -- if this thing goes

 24    forward, I'd like to see it go that way, instead of the

 25    shift thing, two weeks on, two weeks off.  It's hard on
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  1    your family, you know.  That's all.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

  3                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I had my name for

  4    a comment on there.  Annie Lou Williams from Kalskag.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  I missed it, but please go

  6    ahead.  Go ahead.  I somehow missed it.  I'm sorry.

  7                    MS. ANNIE LOU WILLIAMS:  I was asked to

  8    comment on the jobs for our young men and women, and

  9    especially the ones that are coming out of high school.

 10    But the other concern that they had were the ones that

 11    were from the ages of 19 and on up that need training and

 12    need to go to school and get educated in the fields that

 13    will -- in the jobs that will be needed up at Donlin.  One

 14    of the things that he said was would Aniak be a

 15    possibility place where we can have people coming and

 16    training here, especially for the trucks and all the heavy

 17    equipment and the welders and all these other things that

 18    need to be accomplished by our young men and women in the

 19    coming future.

 20              What I saw earlier was 27 years.  Just think how

 21    many men and women and young adults can get an education,

 22    get training and get into those positions.  Because when

 23    you go to a village right now, you look at an application,

 24    and most of the time they just say graduated from high

 25    school.  I'm a laborer or just menial jobs.  And then all

00076

  1    the other high-paid position jobs are from out of our

  2    villages.  I would like to see that turn around where it

  3    would show that the young men and women from the villages

  4    are getting the jobs because what I heard was over 5,000

  5    jobs or more.

  6              So they wanted -- they said there wouldn't be

  7    enough people on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon, and they

  8    would have to go outside in order to get qualified workers

  9    up at Donlin.  If it's true or not, I have no idea.  But

 10    it sure would be nice if we can work with the schools with

 11    our communities up and down the Kuskokwim and getting a

 12    lot of this training besides all this other information

 13    that we are getting.  Maybe Donlin can look into this.  I

 14    know they have done a tremendous job of having workers on

 15    and off at Donlin.  So let's look at our other young men

 16    and woman who are not qualified but then can be getting

 17    education to further enhancing their job skills instead of

 18    just the low-paying ones.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.

 20                    MR. RAYMOND PETERSON:  Ray Peterson.

 21    Teachers here do know that I get -- when I get a chance to

 22    talk to the students here about education, which is very,

 23    very important, and we have qualified teachers that do all

 24    of that.  But you know how it gets, oh, I'll do it later

 25    or something.  And that don't work out.  So in that
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  1    category, you know, if they would just go right on, they

  2    can figure out ways to get scholarships and everything,

  3    and go get your education because once you learn, nobody

  4    can take it away from you.  Like mine, electronics, I got

  5    it.  I got a degree in that, but I got so many other

  6    things I've done in my lifetime.

  7              And so I'd like to more and more come see the

  8    kids again, you know, because right now I have been

  9    lacking, but I will do it.  And grade school is where I go

 10    to, also, tell them stories and let them know what --

 11    education, how important it is.  Don't be lazy.  Do it.

 12    Thank you.

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

 14                    MR. JON WARD:  I've heard they are going

 15    to build a training facility here in Aniak for heavy

 16    equipment training.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  Any final comments?

 18                    MR. MARK MATTER:  I comment that I think

 19    of the years living here -- Taylor knows.  He used to live

 20    here -- actually, I've sat alongside of him fighting for

 21    subsistence rights for the Board of Game and everybody

 22    else that we do need some development out here, and mining

 23    is the best avenue.  That's a given.

 24              But I get just a little bit disillusioned when I

 25    hear flipping reports about developing this mine from the
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  1    big players.  I'd really love to see Barrick come out here

  2    and address this because they are the player.  They are

  3    the ones to get funding.  We do need it.  Mining is the

  4    best thing for this area.  There is nothing else that

  5    could even come close to bring in the development we need

  6    for the young people, plain and simple.  So we have to

  7    work with the idea that we are going to try to cooperate

  8    and get the mine going.

  9              And we can still protect subsistence.  The State

 10    is pretty good about watching over subsistence priorities.

 11    So I'm sure they can be accommodating if their management

 12    plan is developed properly, or a new one.

 13              And that's about all I've got to say.  I would

 14    like to see the major player come in and encourage us a

 15    little bit.

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Anybody

 17    else?

 18                    MR. DARYL MCKINDY:  Daryl McKindy.  Along

 19    with -- going with all the employment that would be going

 20    around also, out here in rural Alaska we got a lot of -- a

 21    lot of educated people with operating skills, electrical

 22    skills who are nonunion workers or not in a union.  And as

 23    soon as you go calling for a job anywhere, you got to be

 24    in a union to get work.  So I'd like to see all the --

 25    looking at other towns out here in rural Alaska, also.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.  Any

  2    final comments?  Okay.  Thanks for coming.  And again,

  3    there is more information on our website,

  4    donlingoldeis.com, or you can feel free -- the contact

  5    information I gave earlier, feel free to contact me.

  6    Thanks again for coming.

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I wonder if I could take a

  8    quick second and also thanks a lot for the folks who have

  9    come tonight.  Many of you knew my family when we were

 10    here with young kids and so on, and you all have been

 11    friends and folks who have held us up through some

 12    difficult times.  It's wonderful to come back.  This is an

 13    important project.  It's very important to come and offer

 14    the comments.

 15              And peek over our shoulders.  Make sure we are

 16    doing a good job on this technical report.  I look forward

 17    to coming back to talk with you some more.  There were a

 18    lot of good issues, a lot of very helpful suggestions.

 19    The fact sheet idea is one I want to go to work on.

 20              I think it's been an enormously successful

 21    evening together.  I know meetings wear on folks.  So

 22    thank you very much for putting your effort together with

 23    us tonight.  This has been really valuable.

 24               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:36 p.m.)
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