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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening.  Welcome to the
 3    scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental
 4    impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don
 5    Kuhle.  I'm with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  I'm
 6    the project manager for the EIS.  There are a number of
 7    cooperating agencies here who will participate in the EIS,
 8    and we also have a third-party contractor here, URS
 9    Corporation.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask
10    them as we go through the presentation.  If you do,
11    though, we ask that you identify yourself before stating a
12    question for our court reporter.  And if you ask more than
13    one question, we ask that you identify yourself each time.
14              Here is the agenda for tonight.  It will provide
15    you with an idea of the topics that we will cover.  We
16    will go on as to the purpose of tonight's meeting and then
17    the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to provide
18    a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
19    proposed it.  And we will summarize a few issues as a way
20    of inviting the comments.  And we encourage you to get
21    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
22              Donlin Gold has proposed an open pit gold mine
23    ten miles north of Crooked Creek on the Kuskokwim River.
24    And in order to comply with the National Environmental
25    Policy Act, or NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
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 1    be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze potential
 2    impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent
 3    of the project.  The EIS will be used in making permit
 4    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping
 5    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
 6              This map gives an overview of the project area,
 7    which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of
 8    Crooked Creek and on down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
 9    This is a remote area with little development to date and
10    no existing roads to the region.  The map shows that
11    existing transportation and energy infrastructure in
12    Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The
13    proposed mine will require all new infrastructure,
14    including roads and a pipeline, with all this subject to
15    permitting before the project can proceed.
16              This map gives an idea of the logistics and
17    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
18    logistics of the mine include fuel and cargo from west
19    coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
20    Harbor from ocean going ships and barges and then again to
21    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel
22    and be transferred to river barges, and the fuel and
23    supplies will then be barged upriver and offloaded at a
24    new barge landing in Jungjuk.  There will also be a new
25    pipeline from Cook Inlet which will bring natural gas for
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 1    the mill.
 2              Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and
 3    we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
 4    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act requires an
 5    EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting
 6    the quality of the human environment.  In this case,
 7    Donlin Gold has submitted an application for permits under
 8    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
 9    Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits will be
10    a major federal action and require an EIS to evaluate the
11    environmental impacts of the proposed project.  The EIS,
12    along with other applicable laws and regulations, will be
13    used by the Corps and by other agencies to make permit
14    decisions.
15              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is
16    also required to complete public interest review and
17    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act
18    which requires that we select the least environmentally
19    damaging practical alternative, and we will incorporate
20    the information necessary for these determinations into
21    the EIS.
22              This slide shows that there will be many
23    agencies, tribes and regional organizations who will work
24    together on the EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected
25    based on their permitting responsibilities and special
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 1    expertise.  As an example, the project would occur on BLM
 2    and State of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating
 3    whether to issue right-of-way permits for use of these
 4    lands.  Tribal governments and regional cooperators
 5    contribute specialized knowledge about the local area and
 6    resources and lands use.
 7              As I said previously, the EIS will be used by
 8    the agencies to aid in permit decisions.  It will not,
 9    however, replace the normal permitting authorities and
10    processes.
11              The Donlin Gold Project will require many
12    federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides
13    six examples.  I'll highlight two of them and invite you
14    to read the rest.  Since the project will place fill in
15    wetlands and other waters of the United States, the Corps
16    will need to make section 404 permit decisions as to
17    whether or not to authorize the fill.  And since a portion
18    of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will
19    need to evaluate a right-of-way permit application.  You
20    can find a more comprehensive list of the required permits
21    in the Donlin Gold application on the project website.
22              This slide shows there are also many permits
23    required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of
24    the State government are noted here.  For example, over 60
25    percent of the pipeline will be installed on State lands,
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 1    so the Department of Natural Resources will evaluate the
 2    right-of-way application.  Department of Environmental
 3    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
 4    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game
 5    has permitting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.
 6    So this overview of permits shows why various federal and
 7    State agencies are involved in the EIS.
 8              So we will turn to the milestones in the EIS.
 9    Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an
10    EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six major steps that
11    will be taken from now through November 2015.  The EIS
12    process began with a Notice of Intent that was published
13    in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.  That also
14    kicked off the scoping process, which this scoping meeting
15    tonight is part of that, in which we are providing
16    information and gathering comments.  And we will use the
17    information from the scoping process to develop the draft
18    EIS, which we expect to complete about August 2014.  These
19    dates from here on out are estimates.  They could possibly
20    change, but they are our best estimate at this time.
21              Once a draft EIS is completed, we will have
22    another review process and another round of public
23    meetings to gather comments and information on the draft,
24    and we will use that to prepare the final EIS, which we
25    expect to complete about October 2015.  And then the
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 1    different agencies will use the final EIS to prepare the
 2    Record of Decisions, and expect it to be done about
 3    November of 2015.  Again, these are just estimated dates
 4    at this time.
 5              One of the most important things to note about
 6    this slide are the two orange circles -- the gold-colored
 7    circles which identify the best opportunities to provide
 8    input into the EIS process, the first, of course, being
 9    the scoping process, and the second one being the review
10    process for the draft EIS.  So any information provided by
11    March 29th or the end of the scoping period will be
12    incorporated into the draft EIS.
13              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
14    information and listen to residents in the affected
15    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The
16    first is to share information about the proposed project.
17    And we will do this shortly in the presentation.
18    Information is also available on the project website and
19    newsletters that are being mailed out to all the affected
20    households.
21              The second purpose is to provide information
22    about the EIS milestones.  And that's what we showed on
23    the last slide to give you an idea of the time frame
24    involved.  The next two are to identify issues and
25    concerns to examine in the EIS, and to identify useful
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 1    information from communities.  And we are counting on you
 2    to help us with these last two.  We would like to know
 3    what you would like to see addressed in the EIS and if you
 4    have any information we can use to make informed
 5    decisions.
 6              Here is a schedule for our scoping meetings.  In
 7    the first week, last week, we started with the villages
 8    nearest the project.  Next week we will be focused on the
 9    lower Kuskokwim River.  And in February we will travel to
10    the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  And in March we
11    will have a final round including the middle Yukon and the
12    upper Kuskokwim.
13              This map is busy, but the color scheme
14    represents many subregions of the project area and helps
15    to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an
16    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
17    villages nearest the proposed project.  In this subregion
18    we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest
19    to the proposed mine, and also in Aniak, which is a
20    subregional hub.  For the other subregions, meetings will
21    similarly be held in the subregional hubs.
22              We will stop here for a minute and see if there
23    is any questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Yes.
24    Could you state your name, please.
25                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  Lillian Koenig.  The
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 1    information you put up there about how we can give public
 2    input, how do we get that information?  Can we go on-line?
 3    Can we download it?  I just said, for community input, you
 4    stated there is a finite time for that.  Can we get that
 5    information on-line and download that information?
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  The information should be
 7    available on the project website, donlingoldeis.com.
 8                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  So that's what we
 9    could use to give community input, we can type --
10                    MR. KUHLE:  There is a form on there that
11    you can submit information on the website.  Or my e-mail
12    will be up here shortly.  You can send comments directly
13    to me, if you like.
14                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  Okay.  So one of my
15    questions probably would be:  What kind of jobs will be
16    available for the general public if that mine does go
17    through, and how do you incorporate us in those jobs?
18    Because one thing I notice about Alaska is that so many
19    young people, you know, with the Slope and the oil, they
20    think, oh, I'm going to get these great jobs, and they
21    don't.  And it's a pipe dream.  And they bring in people
22    from everywhere but here.  So if that goes through -- and
23    eventually it probably will -- how will you get, you know,
24    your workers?  Will you bring them in and fly them out and
25    in, or do you promise to give these young people who are
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 1    graduating from high school jobs in the near future?
 2              Thank you.
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the hiring process will
 4    be done by Donlin Gold.  I guess, you know, we are open to
 5    any comments you would like to make, you know, as far as,
 6    you know, how you would like to -- you know, some of the
 7    issues that you mentioned that you would like to see
 8    addressed.  But at this point, the Corps of Engineers will
 9    not be involved in the hiring process.
10                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question that
11    really helps us focus on the purpose of the scoping
12    meeting tonight.  Of course, it's a central concern in the
13    region and across Alaska, what will be the socioeconomic
14    opportunities associated with the Donlin Gold Mine, the
15    proposed mine.  Tonight what we are doing is putting
16    issues on the table for complete analysis in the EIS.  And
17    so the question that our friend raised about what would be
18    the workforce development, the hiring practices, what
19    would be the socioeconomic, employment and income impacts
20    from the Donlin Gold Project, that will be a detailed
21    section in the draft EIS that will come out in November of
22    2014.
23              Again, tonight what we are trying to do is be
24    sure that we understand the targets for that analysis.  So
25    we are not generally going to speculate about the outcome
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 1    of that analysis.  We really want to gather that input and
 2    then we will work on it and bring that back to the public
 3    in a draft EIS.
 4              I think Don had offered to do this a little
 5    informally.  We had one request from a fellow who would
 6    like to testify early rather than waiting to the
 7    conclusion.  Would that be suitable?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  Sure.
 9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So name first and so on.
10                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Yes.  Thank you.  My name
11    is Tom Lakosh.  I'm an Anchorage resident here.  And the
12    concerns that I have are similar to that that cropped up
13    with the Pebble Mine about bonding and regulatory
14    provisions for what an in perpetuity bond would look like
15    and how it would handle situations to maintain
16    impermeability of the drainage and isolated from the
17    hydrologic system, particularly if, in fact, there might
18    be contingency for a tailings dam failure included in that
19    bonding and replacement of impermeable -- an impermeable
20    state.
21              I understand that there is supposed to be a
22    lining underneath the tailings pile to keep the hydrologic
23    system separate from the acid mine drainage or the
24    tailings drainage, but that -- I've never heard of
25    anything that can act in perpetuity underneath that
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 1    pile -- that tailings piling.  And I'm wondering if there
 2    has been a contingency to place an impermeable cap over
 3    the pilings to prevent the intrusion of rainwater and pond
 4    water into the tailings that would produce the acid
 5    drainage and how exactly, you know, that's going to figure
 6    into the amount of bonding that's provided.
 7              Can you answer any of those questions at this
 8    time or have a discussion about that circumstance?
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, I think at this
10    time we are taking comments of what the concerns are.  And
11    all those issues that are identified will be evaluated and
12    analyzed.  You know, you are bringing up some good
13    questions but, you know -- and it's being taken down on
14    the record here.  And those things will be addressed in
15    the EIS.
16                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Right.  And to the extent
17    that there is a need for an in perpetuity care for the
18    facility, I believe it should include funds necessary to
19    remediate a dam failure, a tailings dam failure,
20    impoundment failure, as well as in perpetuity capping and
21    prevention of intrusion of pond and rainwater into the
22    tailings to prevent creation of drainage that would
23    otherwise eventually circumvent any underlining that may
24    be placed, which clearly cannot last in perpetuity.
25                    MR. KUHLE:  So I guess as far as the
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 1    bonding, yes, the State has a bonding program.  So if
 2    there were -- a bond will be required.  And your other
 3    issues, again, we -- you know, we are taking note of those
 4    and it will be evaluated in the EIS.
 5                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Okay.  Thank you.
 6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, we had another
 7    request for somebody to testify early.  I think it's a
 8    special circumstance.  We are going to have to ask
 9    everybody to work with us together on this.  I think we
10    want to accommodate folks as much as we can but not
11    totally lose track of the next steps in the presentation.
12    So if you are okay with this, I'm going to go ahead with
13    one more testimony now, and then we will turn to the next
14    section of the presentation that will talk about the
15    proposed mine components, the project components.
16                    MS. LOUISE DONHAUSER:  My name is Louise
17    Donhauser.  My address is 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200,
18    Anchorage, AK 99501.  For this Donlin Gold Project EIS, I
19    am providing this comment and including 19 additional
20    pages which I will not read but are inclusive of this
21    January 22, 2013 Donlin Gold Project EIS.  Thank you for
22    your time.  Signature, Louise Donhauser.  Louise
23    Donhauser, 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200, Anchorage, AK
24    99501.  Thank you.
25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Tony, are you ready to
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 1    move forward, or did you want to ask comments looking at
 2    the EIS -- do you have comments on the EIS?  Here is a
 3    question about the EIS process perhaps.  Please go ahead.
 4                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Hello.  My name is Tony
 5    Vaska.  I'm a shareholder in The Kuskokwim Corporation and
 6    the Calista Corporation.  When was the last time you read
 7    the Federal Register?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  I read the notice.  We just
 9    published it on December 14.
10                    MR. TONY VASKA:  How often do you think
11    people from the villages will read the Federal Register as
12    part of the EIS process?
13                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm guessing it's not often,
14    but the Federal Register is just one means in which we are
15    making the information regarding the project available.
16                    MR. TONY VASKA:  And do you have a
17    translator explaining the process in detail?  Because it's
18    a very complicated process.
19                    MR. KUHLE:  What was the question?  Do we
20    have a translator?
21                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Yes, for the EIS.
22                    MR. KUHLE:  We have translators involved
23    in the process, yes.  We had a translator when we were in
24    Bethel last week.  We have had translators available at
25    the meetings, and we intend to have them available
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 1    whenever necessary.
 2                    MR. TONY VASKA:  The last EIS process I
 3    went through was the Outer Continental Shelf Aleutian
 4    Shelf stoppage in 1978, and it was complicated primarily
 5    because the deep water regulations were still being
 6    developed, and they are complicated in how you do that.
 7    Very few people in Alaska will read the Federal Register.
 8    So it needs to be done not only in the local newspapers,
 9    but in the local languages in the area because an EIS
10    process is complicated.  Just the beginning is
11    complicated.  And my concern is that you are not
12    enunciating clearly enough to people who will be affected
13    the most by the process.  And what steps are you taking to
14    make sure that that happens?
15                    MR. KUHLE:  As I said, you know, we are
16    taking what we believe is an adequate approach.  We are
17    providing translators whenever necessary, but information
18    besides the website is -- there is newsletters going out
19    to every household in the affected regions.  I guess I
20    would welcome any recommendations you have as to how we
21    can improve on that.  If you feel there are people that
22    are not receiving adequate information, we would certainly
23    like to be made aware of that during the -- as soon as
24    possible.  But I mean, I -- we have heard your concern and
25    it's -- I guess we will take --
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 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  If I could, let me -- I
 2    neglected to introduce myself a few minutes ago.  I'm
 3    Taylor Brelsford, and I lead the technical team that
 4    provides support to the Army Corps of Engineers for this
 5    project.  I think the gist of Tony's comment is about
 6    ensuring the people affected by the proposed project have
 7    effective information and effective opportunity to raise
 8    their voices on this.  And I can say that several of the
 9    folks on our team have lived and worked in rural Alaska
10    over the years and have a pretty strong personal interest
11    in ensuring that we do everything we can think of to
12    provide that bridge of communication.
13              So the newsletter went to 7,000 households.  I
14    think that's a pretty wide distribution.  And those
15    newsletters will go out throughout the course of the EIS
16    to try to build little by little more understanding.  Don
17    appeared on a radio program, a call-in program, with a
18    translator at KYUK last week, and we will try to do that
19    again when we are out in the YK Delta.  So regular
20    broadcasts would be one more tool.  We actually are
21    advertising and trying to take advantage of
22    teleconferencing so that folks can participate and listen
23    to those questions.
24              And finally, the website is a growing tool in
25    public communication.  It includes a lot of detailed
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 1    information, more than we are going into tonight, but also
 2    an automatic comment sheet so you can just fill out
 3    something, and it's posted to the record automatically.
 4              So I want to say we, too, want to do the right
 5    thing on this kind of outreach so the people in the
 6    community have a chance to understand the project, to
 7    think about what it would mean in their lives, to the
 8    land, the waters that they've used for generations.  And
 9    as we move towards the final decision, there has really
10    been a thorough discussion of impacts and a thorough
11    opportunity for the communities to be heard.
12              So I thank you for speaking with passion about
13    the affected -- how important this is to the communities
14    in the region.  We all need to do our best on this.  So
15    thanks.
16                    MR. TONY VASKA:  I've got one more
17    question, and that is:  How do you tie this to the
18    leaching of mercury from Red Devil?  And I had fish
19    tonight, but it wasn't Kuskokwim fish.  It was Kenai River
20    reds.  Why?  Because I couldn't go fishing at all.
21                    MR. KUHLE:  I think you are getting into
22    more of the other issues that we will talk about later.
23    Mercury is one of the issues that we are well aware of and
24    we will look at it in several areas.  And that will be
25    mentioned later in the program.
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 1              Any other questions on the EIS process before we
 2    move on?
 3              Okay.  We will now move on to a summary of the
 4    mining project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is
 5    a 50/50 partnership between two large international mining
 6    companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold
 7    deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native
 8    corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface
 9    owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.
10    This is a very large project, as you can see, expecting to
11    produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
12    life span of -- an operational life span of 27 and a half
13    years, and processing 59,000 tons of ore each day.
14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me check in.  Somebody
15    has joined us on the teleconference.  This is the Donlin
16    Gold EIS scoping meeting in Anchorage.
17                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yeah.  This is Kate
18    Thalhouser from Georgetown Tribal Council.
19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are about a third of
20    the way through Donlin's presentation.  And when we pause
21    for comments, I'll try and put my elbow in and see if we
22    can make sure you have an opportunity to ask questions or
23    comments along the way.
24                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Okay.  Sorry to
25    interrupt.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 20


 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Are you able to hear Don
 2    easily when he's speaking?
 3                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yeah.  I can hear
 4    him.
 5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thanks.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  And we have noted that the
 7    Donlin Gold Project would be located in a remote part of
 8    the state, stretching from Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim
 9    Valley.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
10    might be affected by the project.  In many communities the
11    project might affect lands and resources that are used for
12    subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This project
13    will face an extensive set of legal requirements with many
14    permits and many agencies involved.
15              The diagram at the top of this slide shows the
16    timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked
17    on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16
18    years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We
19    are now moving -- we are now starting the three-year
20    permitting period, first step of which is the scoping
21    meetings, which is why we are here tonight.
22              At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
23    agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If the
24    permits are issued, Donlin Gold can proceed with three to
25    four years of construction and then an estimated 27 and a
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 1    half years of operations.  At the conclusion of the active
 2    life of the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for
 3    closure and reclamation.  This includes decommissioning
 4    the mill facilities and the pipeline and covering over the
 5    waste treatment or the tailings storage facility and the
 6    waste rock storage facilities.  The land will be
 7    recontoured and native vegetation will be planted.
 8              Now I'll turn to the major components of the
 9    project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The
10    pipeline will be buried, not up on supports like the
11    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe.  It
12    will not generate heat and will not damage permafrost.
13    Where it crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be
14    installed below the river bed using horizontal directional
15    drilling, or HDD, as shown in the center photo at the top
16    of the slide.  For example, this technique will be used to
17    cross the Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George
18    River.
19              The image of the block valve on the right side
20    of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way will not
21    be fenced off, so it will not block access to subsistence
22    use areas.  The right-of-way will be brushed every ten
23    years to provide continued access for monitoring and
24    maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process will
25    not leave a road along the right-of-way.  The design will
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 1    allow access, but after construction no improved access
 2    for vehicles and no bridges at the water crossings.
 3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Pause for a second.  Do we
 4    have another person joining the teleconference for the
 5    Donlin Gold EIS scoping meeting?  A mystery participant.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This slide shows that
 7    the pipeline would start at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range
 8    over Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the
 9    Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue
10    west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline
11    would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM
12    lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.
13              Note the blue segment where an alternate
14    pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
15    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
16    proposed route at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary
17    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
18    notified the Corps that this alternative is under
19    consideration and will be examined during geotechnical
20    investigations during the coming summer.
21              This slide shows the project components at the
22    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
23    Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover
24    1,400 acres.  It will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide and
25    1,850 feet deep near the end of the operational life of
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 1    the mine.
 2              Number two is a tailings impoundment,
 3    technically referred to as a waste treatment facility,
 4    which would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
 5    square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like
 6    material that is left after the gold has been removed from
 7    the mill.  Number three is the waste rock facility which
 8    would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that is
 9    removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major
10    facilities support the mill and should process about
11    59,000 tons of ore per day.
12              This is an overview of the major transportation
13    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
14    facilities in Bethel to transfer the cargo and fuel to
15    river barges.  The barges, again, would go up the
16    Kuskokwim River to a new barge landing at Jungjuk, and
17    from there the fuel and cargo would be transferred by way
18    of a new 30-mile road from the port to the mine site.
19    Also at the mine site, or near the mine site would be a
20    new 5,000-foot airstrip and a 40-million-gallon diesel
21    storage facility.
22              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk will
23    extend about 1,000 feet along the river bank and about
24    1,500 feet back from the river bank for a total of 26
25    acres.  Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic
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 1    on the Kuskokwim River to transport the supplies and
 2    diesel fuel, with the fuel being needed to power the large
 3    mining equipment and the trucks.  Fuel barges will be
 4    double-hulled.
 5              The average navigation season will be about 110
 6    days per year.  There would be about three barge tow
 7    passings per day, meaning that if you were at any point on
 8    the river you could expect to see three barge tows, either
 9    two up and one down or one up and two down, most likely.
10    There would be four barges per tow.  And there would be
11    about 64 cargo barge tows per season and 58 fuel barge
12    tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry about 550 tons
13    each and the fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons each.
14    Note that the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
15    number of barge loads would be roughly the same both
16    during construction and during operation of the project.
17              Additional infrastructure includes a
18    construction camp of 2,500 beds which would support a
19    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes
20    some smaller remote camps for pipeline construction.  The
21    permanent camp has 600 beds and will support a workforce
22    of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning about
23    only half of the workforce would be on site at any given
24    time.
25              Okay.  We will pause for any questions on the
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 1    Donlin project and its components.  Any questions before
 2    we move on?
 3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Take a second and see if
 4    anybody on the line has questions about this section of
 5    the presentation.  This was concerning project components.
 6    Kate, are you still with us?
 7                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yes, I'm still here.
 8    Sorry.  I had the mute on.
 9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good teleconference
10    manners.  Any questions or comments?
11                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  No, not yet.
12    Thanks.
13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.
14                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  My name is Carl
15    Wassilie, C-A-R-L W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  Thanks again for
16    holding this public meeting.  I think it's really
17    important to get the public involved at the earliest stage
18    as possible.  I was wondering about -- you had the barge
19    infrastructure slide up there.  And one of the concerns I
20    keep coming across is similar to the Shell Oil grounding.
21    The barges -- which direction are the barges going to be
22    going?  Are they going to be going down the Pacific Coast
23    or are they going to be going to China?  Or which
24    direction are the barges going to be going?  Are they
25    going to be going through False Pass?  Are they going to
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 1    be taking a route that goes along the whole coastline of
 2    the state or the Aleutian Chain?  Which direction are the
 3    barges going?  I think the scoping should include that
 4    part of the infrastructure.
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  I think one of the earlier
 6    slides kind of showed the route, that the fuel and cargo
 7    would come from west coast of the United States up,
 8    transport to Dutch Harbor where fuel would be transferred
 9    from ocean-going ships to the fuel barges which would go
10    to Bethel where they will be downloaded to smaller river
11    barges for transport up the river.  So I think that slide,
12    you know, pretty clearly shows how that was presented to
13    us.  Do you remember seeing that?
14                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  Yeah, I do remember
15    seeing that.  So that was going in.  What about the barges
16    carrying mercury out?  Where does that mercury go?  How
17    would that transportation infrastructure look like when
18    you are addressing the mercury risk?  You have to include
19    the communities at Dutch Harbor, wherever else they might
20    be transferring.
21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I don't know offhand.
22    I guess we would have to take note of that comment, unless
23    Taylor has more information.  But I don't know at this
24    point as far as the exact route that mercury -- co-product
25    mercury would take.  So I guess I just don't know that at
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 1    this point.  I guess we will take that as a comment and
 2    make sure that is addressed.  And it would be -- you know,
 3    it would be addressed in the draft EIS, and you would have
 4    a chance to comment on it for the final EIS.
 5                    MR. BRIAN COYLE:  My name is Brian Coyle.
 6    Quick question.  Since there will be three passings a day,
 7    what is the current traffic on the river?  How much of an
 8    increase is this is what I'd be getting at.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  It's a substantial increase.
10    I don't know offhand what the exact traffic is, but as I
11    understand it, it's -- I believe it's probably one or less
12    per day now.  But I don't really know.  That's just my
13    guess.
14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's more on the
15    order of one per week or one per ten days.
16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess it sounds like
17    it's more on the order of one per week or one every ten
18    days.  So it will be a substantial increase.
19                    MR. BRIAN COYLE:  I'd like to see the EIS
20    have some analysis of what that additional traffic would
21    be.
22                    MR. KUHLE:  It definitely will.
23                    MR. JOSEPH BALDWIN:  My name is Joseph
24    Baldwin.  I have a similar question having to do with the
25    impact of the increased traffic from Bethel upriver.  And
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 1    my concern here is mostly experience on the Kenai where
 2    increased boat traffic had considerable impact on the
 3    vegetation along the river.  And having lived in Aniak in
 4    the past, I know that increased traffic would cause
 5    considerable damage to the bank on the river, plus
 6    possibly disrupt fishing activities during the critical
 7    summer period.  I hope that impact statement doesn't
 8    ignore the traffic route.  Your project mentions that you
 9    have a transportation route, and I hope the impact
10    statement will address that, too.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  We will definitely include
12    that.  And that will be addressed in the impact -- in the
13    EIS.  Thank you.
14                    MR. SID ATWOOD:  Thank you.  My name is
15    Sid Atwood.  What I'm wanting to address when you brought
16    up barges is the fuel barges that haven't been able to
17    make it up river lately.  We were at Nikolai in 2009 when
18    we had that wonderful bonus of $1,200 for everybody to
19    spend, so we went and saw how the people were doing.  And
20    the barge couldn't make it to Nikolai, so they had to pay
21    quite a bit of money for flying in fuel.  This is
22    happening quite a bit.  There is about half of the ponds
23    in the Arctic now that are not ponds anymore.  So as water
24    goes down -- I know you're talking about long term, and I
25    want you to be sure to look at do we have water level.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
 2                    MR. HARRY CRAWFORD:  My name is Harry
 3    Crawford.  And I saw that the pipeline, the gas pipeline
 4    was coming from Beluga.  And we are having problems with
 5    deliverability today, so 27 and a half years of
 6    production, how much gas are you going to use and where is
 7    it going to come from?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess, you know, we
 9    are aware that the gas situation in Cook Inlet has changed
10    a lot in the last few years and expect that there will be
11    changes in the coming years.  And because of that, Donlin
12    hasn't provided a specific plan regarding that yet, but it
13    will be considered in the EIS as, you know -- it will be
14    one of the issues that will definitely be addressed.  And
15    we will have to take a closer look at that on the best
16    information available.
17                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John,
18    and I'm from the village of Crooked Creek.  And my concern
19    is the water level, like that guy was saying earlier.  And
20    you know, as everybody knows, we have fish going up and
21    down the river even through the wintertime.  And how will
22    it affect me and my community?  You know, if you guys do
23    have an accident, are you prepared to cover it or what?
24    I'd like -- we have salmon coming up every spring, and in
25    the fall time we have whitefish and lingcod coming up, and
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 1    grayling.  With that many barges going up and down the
 2    river, will it affect the salmon that's going up?
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are certainly aware
 4    that the barge traffic could have a potential effect on
 5    salmon and, as you will see later, we are looking at fish
 6    habitat as one of the issues that we will be addressing.
 7    So the fact that we have heard that concern already and
 8    the fact that you are bringing it up, it will be in the
 9    record and it definitely will be addressed.  I don't have
10    the answer because I can't quantify those impacts at this
11    point, but that's the purpose of our scoping meeting is to
12    hear these concerns.  So we will look at that.
13                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  My name is Doug
14    Molyneaux.  Last name is M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And my
15    comment also has to do with the water level.  The
16    discharge into the Kuskokwim River is driven in pretty
17    good share from glacier meltwater in the headwaters there.
18    And as Sid Atwood has mentioned, there has been a tendency
19    in recent years of really low water levels.  I think some
20    of that is the glaciers are drying up, as well as some of
21    the water percolating through the tundra.
22              But over the length of the life of the project,
23    we are likely to see a big change in those glaciers and
24    how much discharge is coming through.  And I just wanted
25    to make sure that that's being accounted for, projecting
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 1    discharge and changes in discharge that might occur.
 2              And also originally there was plans on having a
 3    barge station at Crow Village downstream of Aniak, and now
 4    the new station is upstream of Aniak quite a ways.  Any
 5    comments on how -- as to the water depth between those two
 6    locations?
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I don't have specific
 8    information in that regard.  I'm sure Donlin has studied
 9    it extensively before they made their change to go further
10    up the river.  As far as the glacial melt and that, that's
11    a good point to bring up and, you know, we will mention
12    later that we are also looking at potential impacts of
13    global warming.  So that's, I guess, somewhat related to
14    that.
15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So addressing another
16    aspect of your question, Doug, you are drawing attention
17    to alternatives and alternatives in design as the project
18    has matured.  So Donlin considered many approaches on
19    transportation and energy sources for the mine project.  I
20    believe that the former design you are referring to looked
21    at Birch Tree Crossing downstream from Aniak.  And at that
22    stage they were planning to fuel the entire operation on
23    the basis of barged-in fuel.
24              And subsequently the gas pipeline was developed
25    as a design -- as a component so that the power source for
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 1    the electrical generation of the mine is by natural gas
 2    from the pipeline, which drastically reduced the fuel
 3    requirement to be barged in.  And as a result, I think
 4    there is some scenario building about low water conditions
 5    and how many effective trips you are likely to fit into a
 6    season.  And that led to this current design, one that we
 7    are evaluating as the proposed project with the barge
 8    traffic that's outlined here and Jungjuk as the port site.
 9    But there will be other alternatives analyzed in the EIS,
10    perhaps on energy sources or transportation corridors and
11    so on.
12              So your comment is really helpful in reminding
13    that an EIS doesn't just look at one approach to meeting
14    the project purposes.  We want to develop alternative
15    footprints, alternative approaches that would have
16    different environmental consequences so that there could
17    be some comparison.  And this example of turning to
18    natural gas through pipeline versus much more intensive
19    barging for fuel sources, that's an example of the
20    development alternatives in coming to the current design
21    of the project.
22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will talk now about
23    some example issues and invite your ideas.  The purpose of
24    the scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.
25    One major area is water resources.  The project is
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 1    designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted
 2    water, but there will still be concerns.  Some examples
 3    are noted on this slide.
 4              Streams and other surface waters will be
 5    diverted away from and around mining activities in order
 6    to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
 7    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
 8    process and could affect base loads in nearby streams.
 9    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
10    adjacent groundwater levels and again affect nearby
11    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
12    could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock,
13    tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed
14    to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
15              Air quality is also important, and this slide
16    shows some examples of issues.  There will be several
17    sources of emissions, including a large number of large
18    mining vehicles.  There would be a 227-megawatt power
19    plant and dust created by removing and processing the
20    overburden, waste rock and ore.  Climate change is a
21    growing concern and will need to be considered, as large
22    amounts of hydrocarbons will be burned.
23              Mercury will be looked at in several areas.
24    Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be
25    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
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 1    emissions could occur during the milling process.  And any
 2    mercury co-product would require careful storage and
 3    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
 4    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
 5    and emergency response plans will be crucial in preventing
 6    spills.
 7              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
 8    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
 9    subsistence, and traditional land uses.  The proposed
10    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
11    10,000 would be for the mine site and related
12    infrastructure, and about 6,000 would be for the pipeline.
13    These areas would be impacted by excavation, filling,
14    vegetation removal, or other disturbance.  6,900 acres
15    would be wetlands.
16              Fish and wildlife, there could be habitat loss
17    or reduced habitat value for those 16,300 acres that I
18    mentioned.  There could also be disturbance of individual
19    animals.  I've already talked somewhat about the increase
20    in barge traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land
21    uses would be affected by loss of land to development.
22              Here is more examples of issues and concerns,
23    and these are focused on the communities, cultural
24    resources, and recreation.  Community life would be
25    affected by a new workforce from 3,000 construction
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 1    workers and 1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new
 2    employment and income, but there would also be many
 3    effects on the community and human health.  Cultural
 4    resources, both archeological and historic, that exist in
 5    the area might be disturbed or destroyed.  Recreational
 6    and visual resources might be affected by new structures
 7    and mining operations.
 8              For all of these issues in the EIS process we
 9    will look first at ways that these impacts could be
10    avoided.  If not possible to avoid them, how could they be
11    minimized and how any remaining impacts could be
12    mitigated.
13              To conclude, we know that this proposed project
14    and land and resources are important to you, and we would
15    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
16    involved in the EIS process.  You are already doing the
17    most important thing by being here tonight.  You can also
18    visit our website for more information and to submit
19    comments, or you can contact me directly.  And my direct
20    phone line and my e-mail are provided on the slide.
21              Or if you have any tribal matters, you can
22    contact our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer.  And her
23    direct phone line and e-mail are also provided here.
24    Tribal governments also have the opportunity to enter into
25    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
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 1    process from an EIS and cooperating agency status.  Amanda
 2    and I have had two teleconferences with tribes so far to
 3    discuss being a cooperating agency or participating in a
 4    government-to-government.  We expect that there will be
 5    others.
 6              So that's the end of our presentation.  We would
 7    like to hear more of your comments.  If you would like to
 8    testify, I'm going to ask you to do so.  We ask if you do
 9    that, again, state your name so that our court reporter
10    can hear it.  And if you read from written comments, we
11    would like that you leave a copy so that she can
12    accurately get them in the record.
13              Okay.  We asked people to indicate when they
14    signed in if they wished to provide any comments, and the
15    first one on our list is Sharon Cissna.
16                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  She may be next door.
17                    MR. KUHLE:  We'll move on.  If she comes
18    in, I'll just give her a second chance.  Next one is Sid
19    Atwood.
20                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  He went to get
21    her.
22                    MR. KUHLE:  Tom Lakosh.
23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think Tom was the guy
24    that spoke earlier.
25                    MR. KUHLE:  Marleanna Hall.
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 1                    MS. MARLEANNA HALL:  Hi.  Good evening.
 2    My name is Marleanna, M-A-R-L-E-A-N-N-A, Hall, H-A-L-L.
 3    And I'm a projects coordinator at the Resource Development
 4    Council for Alaska.  RDC is a statewide business
 5    association comprised of individuals and companies from
 6    Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and
 7    fisheries industries.  RDC's membership includes a lot of
 8    Native corporations, local communities, organized labor
 9    and industry support firms.  RDC's purpose is to encourage
10    a strong diversified private sector in Alaska and expand
11    the state's economic base through the responsible
12    development of our natural resources.
13              The Donlin project is located in a region of
14    Alaska that experiences some of the highest unemployment
15    rates and has very few other opportunities.  Through the
16    exploration stages, Donlin has shown a strong commitment
17    to local hire and for supporting communities and cultures
18    in the region.  A project like this is a truly rare
19    opportunity to improve the local economy where few other
20    opportunities exist.  If developed, RDC believes it will
21    be done in a way that creates opportunity for local
22    employment and economic growth while protecting the
23    subsistence resources and culture of the region and
24    protecting the environment.
25              RDC urges the Corps to include the following in
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 1    the EIS:  The social and economic benefits of this project
 2    to the region, state, and the nation; the potential for
 3    lower cost energy options to the region; and job
 4    opportunities leading to reduced out-migration, which will
 5    help maintain rural schools.
 6              RDC supports a rigorous permitting process that
 7    reviews and analyzes all potential impacts, including the
 8    positive economic ones.  Alaska has seven existing large
 9    mines that were permitted under the rigorous review of
10    NEPA and the scientifically based permitting process that
11    includes over 60 major state and federal permits and
12    authorizations.  Alaska's existing mines are operating to
13    the highest standards and in harmony with our renewable
14    resources.  Donlin's project description demonstrates an
15    understanding of environmental concerns, and it features
16    vigorous environmental management principles.
17              We look forward to participating in the public
18    process for this project which will likely provide
19    responsible economic prospects for this region and for
20    Alaska while protecting subsistence resources.  Further,
21    the EIS process gives Alaskans adequate time to fully
22    review the project documents and to provide input on the
23    plans.
24              Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this
25    important project.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Is Sharon Cissna
 2    in the room?
 3                    MS. SHARON CISSNA:  I'm in the room.  And
 4    am I supposed to be asking a question?
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, right now we are taking
 6    testimony.  I guess if you have a specific question, we
 7    can try to answer it.
 8                    MS. SHARON CISSNA:  All right.  Yes.  I --
 9    I really do have a concern, and that's what I am here to
10    do is to state some of the work that I have been doing
11    over the last number of years looking at health in Alaska.
12    And this project is one of those, like so many projects
13    that we have in the state, that really meets one of the
14    issues that we really have not been dealing with, and
15    that's really health and the impact on the health of our
16    people in Alaska by the different projects that are
17    occurring.
18              And we, as the former -- I am a past State
19    Representative and served for 14 years in the Alaska State
20    House and was the co-chair of the nine years that we had
21    the Legislative Health Caucus.  And we did have a forum on
22    health and the impacts of developments to the people in
23    the state of Alaska and did have one of the -- one of the
24    scientists from the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
25    who spoke to us about the water safety issue.  And his
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 1    testimony we actually heard in a forum with a number of
 2    legislators.  And it was really pretty sobering that we
 3    had several different community members that were not far
 4    from the site of the mine that you are talking about.  And
 5    they were talking about the lack of safe water in their
 6    communities.
 7              And the legislators were surprised and didn't
 8    realize that Alaska had communities that didn't have safe
 9    water.  And I don't know if it's been discussed here, but
10    that in Alaska we have somewhere in the mid 70s of the
11    state has safe water.  So we are a very strange category
12    compared to other states, in that the rest of the United
13    States has 99 point something safe water.  And that
14    includes some of the more socially and economically
15    challenged places in the country.  The kinds of statistics
16    that you get in communities without safe water are that
17    the children are the first ones that get hit, and they are
18    taken away to hospitals in other places.
19              Rural Alaska is a category different than any
20    one other place in our country because of how very distant
21    it is from those places that in the rest of the country
22    you do have ways to easily get to hospitals, to the
23    different kinds of services you have.
24              It's my concern and what I wanted to state was
25    is that unfortunately in Alaska we have not spent the time
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 1    and energy and funding -- it's been huge amounts of
 2    funding we have spent without the time to really make sure
 3    that that funding is being spent in a way that really does
 4    get results, as in safe water.
 5              So most of the communities where mining is going
 6    to occur, where any kind of extraction is going to occur,
 7    the people that live there, they have a right to live
 8    there.  They have been there for, in most cases, thousands
 9    of years.  They are really forced with amazing impacts
10    that are going to jeopardize their more than well-being.
11    Their whole survival is being challenged.
12              And I really want to have anyone in any of these
13    kinds of meetings to really begin to demand that in our
14    state we start really addressing health issues, not just
15    making money.  Making money is important, but we appear to
16    spend enormous amounts more money than is necessary if, in
17    fact, we did take the responsibility to pay attention to
18    the populations where, in fact, these projects do occur.
19    And they are very precious populations because they
20    understand the land and how to live in that land more than
21    anyone else does.  So I hope that you will consider this
22    when you are thinking about this project.
23                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person
24    is Sid Atwood.
25                    MR. SID ATWOOD:  Thank you.  Okay.  My
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 1    name is Sid Atwood.  I did already talk about my concern
 2    about the low water, which isn't going to increase.  The
 3    barge traffic is worse as time goes on.  But as Ms. Sharon
 4    Cissna just mentioned, we went by canoe down the Yukon and
 5    talked to different communities.  Actually, we started up
 6    on the Tanana.  And that's the way to go see people.
 7              Anyway, yeah, where the State does mention safe
 8    water, it wasn't really true because at one point there
 9    was, but things have failed and so safe water is the big
10    thing that we are looking to see.  There is way too many
11    diseases and so forth that happen.  And the population out
12    there needs to be standing up and feeling proud for
13    themselves instead of the other way around.  We are losing
14    people left and right to suicide.  Okay.  Thank you.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Carl Wassilie.
16                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  You have my name.
17    Thank you.  There is a couple things.  You know, the
18    toxins that inhibit fish production is at a critical
19    point.  We have to use the best available technology to
20    capture the toxins that inhibit fish production because
21    the fish are critical to the health and well-being of the
22    people out there.  One of our traditional customary ways
23    of sharing goes beyond the Kuskokwim watershed.
24    Anchorage, Alaska is the largest village.  And there's a
25    lot of sharing of subsistence resources in which families
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 1    traditionally travel back and forth between Anchorage and
 2    the Kuskokwim area.  I think it's really important to
 3    ensure that we capture these fish inhibitors or at least
 4    address that and study it.
 5              And then the mercury, we definitely need to
 6    continue to address that with a mercury risk assessment
 7    from cradle to grave and then the continuation of
 8    addressing the characterization of the rock for acid mine
 9    drainage.
10              As I mentioned before in Bethel, there is
11    concern about the -- that rock characterization, that
12    mineral characterization there, potential for acid mine
13    drainage which -- and so when we are talking about
14    construction material that's not going to be leaching, is
15    not going to be captured, there is a lot of construction
16    material that I see in this proposal that's not going to
17    be addressed.  And there will be contaminants in the water
18    system.  So there should be a way to reduce that risk of
19    these contaminants getting into the water system.
20              And one other thing.  I wanted to make sure that
21    the dust -- fugitive dust is a critical issue.  The
22    fugitive dust.  As we know, NovaGold in the Rock Creek
23    Mine, there were numerous complaints with that streamlined
24    project.  NovaGold is one investor and Donlin, so I just
25    wanted to -- their poor planning and engineering led to a
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 1    number of problems, not only with that, but with workers
 2    on site.  The dust emission, the breaching of the -- of
 3    the water balance led to fines.  And the State of Alaska,
 4    actually, dam safety group had shut that mine down.
 5              And anyway, that -- at that point they had
 6    determined that it was a risk to the public and shut that
 7    down.  So I just wanted to mention those few things.  At
 8    that point -- but I really don't see how this is going to
 9    be a safe mine at all at this point, just based on the
10    amount of rock and the lack of capturing the contaminants
11    that actually cause health problems to the people, not
12    only to the subsistence resources.  But I noticed you said
13    land use, traditional land use, but there is actually
14    traditional water use, too.  So the fugitive dust gets in
15    the area, travels to the berries, travels in the water,
16    the water comes down, goes up river, down river.  The dust
17    impacts us all.  And that's including on the barges and
18    the transportation route.
19              So I think that's it for right now.  Thank you
20    very much.
21                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Nikos
22    Pastos with the Center For Water Advocacy.  There is a
23    question mark by this one, so we will see.  It's Kay
24    Chickalvsion.  And next one is Deantha Crockett.
25                    MS. DEANTHA CROCKETT:  Hi.  Thank you for
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 1    the opportunity to comment.  My name is Deantha Crockett.
 2    I am the Executive Director of the Alaska Miners
 3    Association.  AMA is a nonprofit membership organization
 4    established in 1939 to represent the mining industry in
 5    Alaska.  We are a statewide association based in Alaska.
 6    We are made up of more than 1,500 individual small placer
 7    miners as well as the large miners and contractors and
 8    vendors that are associated with the mining industry here.
 9              AMA supports responsible development of Alaska's
10    natural resources, specifically the minerals that make up
11    my industry.  AMA supports the ability of natural resource
12    projects to enter into the NEPA process, one that reviews
13    all potential impacts, including the positive ones.  As
14    you mentioned in your slides, the purpose of the scoping
15    meetings are to share views and provide information on the
16    project.
17              Our views are:  should Donlin Gold Project
18    commence permitting, undergo construction and become an
19    operating mine, it would create an economic boom in a
20    region of our state that is incredibly economically
21    disadvantaged.  This is a region with a pretty high
22    unemployment rate and very few economic opportunities.
23              AMA believes the Donlin Gold team recognizes
24    that if a mine is developed in this area, it has to be
25    done with an emphasis on local employment, environmental
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 1    protection, and respect for subsistence values and
 2    culture.  In fact, Donlin Gold has already demonstrated a
 3    strong commitment to local hire and support of neighboring
 4    communities.  In addition, the project description shows
 5    its understanding of the environmental concerns and
 6    outlines management techniques that will be applied to
 7    address these concerns.  Your slide shows 16 years of
 8    studies done at Donlin.  That's almost as long as we raise
 9    our kids.  The emphasis on data gathering and baseline
10    studies demonstrates that commitment.
11              We look forward to being involved in this
12    process.  Thank you.
13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to keep peace
14    in the valley here.  Mary is trying to reach a purpose.
15    If it would be possible to write up your testimony or
16    something of that sort -- I know this is important to your
17    organization, so if you could help us to get it right in
18    the record, that would be really welcome.
19                    MR. KUHLE:  Tony Vaska.
20                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Hello.  It's me again.
21    I'm all in favor of the open meeting process.  And you can
22    see how difficult it is here to communicate just in
23    English.  So when you use a scoping process and following
24    the whole EIS process and the whole NEPA process in our
25    villages, make sure it's clear because some technical
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 1    aspects will not be translated.  They can't be.  They are
 2    words that don't exist where we do.  That's one.
 3              Two, today I had an interesting conversation at
 4    the subsistence board meeting from Metlakatla.  They were
 5    concerned about the mining in British Columbia in the
 6    transboundary rivers of Southeast.  We have one in our
 7    area.  And you will be holding an EIS meeting in one of
 8    them at Holy Cross.  The Yukon River, the king salmon
 9    spawn in British Columbia 2,000 miles away.  So that's
10    something that concerns me a lot, especially since there
11    are so few fish for our people.  They are still having to
12    pay $250 fines because the State considers them to be
13    fishing illegally.
14              So the fear of what -- the poisoning from
15    mercury affects my family, my friends, not just on the
16    Kuskokwim, but also on the Yukon.
17              The third thing is today the other thing that
18    the subsistence board was discussing -- and Fish &
19    Wildlife Service is part of this, as well as BLM -- the
20    President has asked the -- all the federal agencies to
21    consult with tribes on any activities on or near their
22    lands.  Fish & Wildlife Service has two large refuges.
23    The smaller one is in Togiak.  The larger one is the Yukon
24    Delta.  Together there are 30-million acres of land set
25    aside.
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 1              Is the Army Corps of Engineers under orders from
 2    the President to consult tribes when any activities
 3    happen?
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, we are.  And we -- we are
 5    engaging in government-to-government consultations, and we
 6    have also invited tribes to be cooperating agencies in the
 7    process.
 8              That's the last of our commenters.  So -- yes.
 9                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Again, this is Doug
10    Molyneaux, M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And just three points I
11    just want to bring to your attention just to make sure
12    they are covered in this process here.  And one has to do
13    with the water budget.  I think estimating the
14    preoperational estimates of how much water is generated
15    and what needs to be treated, I think there is a strong
16    tendency in mining to really underestimate preproduction
17    how much water is going to be generated and what needs to
18    be treated.  So I guess I'd ask that you take into
19    consideration the track record of mines in Alaska and
20    perhaps elsewhere on whether they are underestimating or
21    overestimating what is really needed for treatment to try
22    to get a better estimate of what reality is.  So that's
23    one point about the water budget and what's going to get
24    treated.
25              Another point is impacts of population growth.
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 1    A lot of us see a huge influx on number of people, both
 2    employees of the mine and support agencies or support
 3    industries in the Crooked Creek area.  Those people are
 4    going to want to recreate, sportfishing and hunting,
 5    subsistence fishing.  And in some of the smaller streams
 6    in that area you are liable to find really huge impacts on
 7    the amount of use that's going to happen in those areas
 8    while these employees are recreating, Holokuk, Oskawalik
 9    and the George River in particular, and the Holitna, too,
10    which is not too far away from the bread basket of salmon
11    production in the Kuskokwim.  So just make sure you are
12    taking into consideration those sorts of elements.
13              The third thing is, this kind of goes back to
14    the amount of water that's going to get treated for
15    acid-generating potential.  At one point they were looking
16    into actually pouring limestone in the Holitna River
17    basin.  And do you have any idea, is that still on the
18    books?  Is that one of the alternatives that's being
19    looked into for getting limestone for treating acid-mined
20    water?
21                    MR. KUHLE:  Are you asking me?
22                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Yeah.  I guess I'm
23    bringing it to your attention that that was one --
24                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not familiar with that
25    offhand, but it would be --
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 1                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Just so it's on the
 2    table so people are aware of it.  That's all.
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
 4                    MR. TOM CRAFFORD:  Hi.  My name is Tom
 5    Crafford.  Last name is spelled C-R-A-F-F-O-R-D.  And I'm
 6    with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources.  And I
 7    thought that I would mention that, in tandem with the
 8    environmental impact statement and the federal permitting
 9    process, there will also be a State permitting process.
10    There are representatives here tonight from the Department
11    of Fish & Game, Department of Environmental Conservation,
12    and the Department of Environmental Resources.  And all of
13    these agencies and more will have to be involved with the
14    State permitting component of this process.  And the
15    Office of the Project Manager and permitting where I work
16    is involved in coordinating that State permitting process.
17              A gentleman named Jeff Bruno is the permitting
18    coordinator for this project.  And his e-mail address is
19    jeff.bruno@alaska.gov.  He was unable to be here tonight.
20    He's out of the state.  And he has attended all the other
21    scoping meetings and will be attending all the future
22    ones.  And I'm sorry he was unable to be here tonight.
23    But we want to hear from people throughout this process.
24    There is a State website for permitting.  And I'm sorry,
25    but the URL is too long for me to quote that tonight.  But
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 1    if you contact Jeff Bruno at the e-mail address, he can
 2    provide that to you.
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd also
 4    mention that the contact page on the website has contact
 5    information for all the cooperating agencies involved in
 6    the process.
 7                    MR. COLIN O'BRIEN:  Good evening.  My name
 8    is Colin O'Brien, and I'm here from Anchorage.  Looking
 9    over the Federal Register notice for the scoping process,
10    I looked through the list of Executive Orders that the
11    Corps is going to be mindful of during the process.  And
12    one seemed to be missing, as best I can tell, and that's
13    the President's Executive Order on environmental justice
14    which requires that federal agencies, to the extent
15    practicable, address and mitigate adverse environmental
16    consequences for populations of lower socioeconomic status
17    and also minorities.  And it seems to me that this project
18    might obviously have disproportionate impacts on
19    communities that -- to which the Executive Order applies.
20    Is the Executive Order something that you guys are mindful
21    of or something that you intend to follow?
22                    MR. KUHLE:  We are definitely aware of it,
23    and we will comply with all the appropriate Executive
24    Orders.  Yes.
25                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  My name is Mike
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 1    Finnigan, F-I-N-N-I-G-A-N.  Couple quick questions.  How
 2    far is this actually located from the village of Crooked
 3    Creek?
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  I couldn't catch
 5    that.
 6                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  The actual mine site,
 7    how far is it from the closest village?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  From the closest river?
 9                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  No, no.  Village.
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Oh, closest village.  It's ten
11    miles from Crooked Creek.
12                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  Ten miles from Crooked
13    Creek.  Okay.  And how far are we looking at total river
14    traveled from barge point to barge point?
15                    MR. KUHLE:  The distance up the Kuskokwim
16    River, is that the question?
17                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  Correct, yes.
18                    MR. KUHLE:  Approximately 200 river miles.
19                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  200 river miles.
20    Thank you.
21                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.
22    And could we go back to that one slide about community and
23    how to get involved?
24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.
25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  David, which slide again?
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 1                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  The project --
 2                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  Sixty-six villages.
 3                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  Sixty-six villages.  The
 4    last meeting we had in Crooked Creek, I was pretty
 5    concerned about skipping villages and just going to the
 6    main routes.  And I think that, you know, 27 years for a
 7    mine is a long time but, you know, we ain't going to be
 8    around.  You know, everybody should be involved, the
 9    villages, especially from Lime Village on down, because if
10    we do have an accident on Donlin Creek, it's going to
11    affect everybody on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon.
12                    MR. KUHLE:  So are you just making a
13    comment, or did you have a specific question?
14                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  I'm just making a
15    comment, making a suggestion that we should have all
16    meetings from Lime Village all the way on down to Bethel,
17    wherever the barges will cover, because if they do have an
18    accident at Donlin Creek, it's going to affect both rivers
19    and all the people that are there.
20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
21                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  Taylor, do you want to
22    discuss about the choosing of villages that were visited?
23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is something
24    really significant about the issue that David raises about
25    fair play.  We talked a little bit about this in Crooked
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 1    Creek, and several people said you are here talking to us,
 2    but we also care about the other communities that might be
 3    affected by the project.  And those were Lime Village and
 4    Stony River that are a little bit closer to the pipeline
 5    corridor.  So I think there is a very deep belief in the
 6    YK Delta that everybody affected ought to have a real
 7    opportunity to have their voice heard.
 8              What we are doing is a bit of a compromise.  We
 9    have tried to spread out the meetings to ensure that every
10    subregion within the YK Delta has an opportunity for a
11    scoping meeting.  So we are trying to emphasize spreading
12    out across the subregions, but we made a commitment to
13    David in the Crooked Creek meeting that Moxie and I would
14    make some follow-up calls directly again to Lime Village,
15    Stony River, Sleetmute and to provide a briefing to
16    provide information over the phone and to do what we can
17    to ensure that they have a chance to make their voices
18    heard.
19              So we are going to come up short on some things,
20    but we are going to try really hard to make sure that all
21    of the communities have an opportunity to participate and
22    to be heard.  It's a good reminder that we have got to
23    work hard on this, David.  Thanks.
24                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions?
25                    MR. WILLIAM VENES:  My name is William
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 1    Venes, V-E-N-E-S.  And I'm from Bethel.  I'm a TKC
 2    shareholder myself.  And I'd just like to say that I hear
 3    a lot of talk about the positive benefits of the economic
 4    development in the area, which is definitely lacking, but
 5    I mean, how do you value that against the potential loss
 6    of a lot of traditional lifestyles and stuff?  I mean, I
 7    guess I hope that you really put a lot of emphasis in the
 8    EIS on traditional ways of life that will be lost and
 9    obviously cannot be really replaced.  That's my comment.
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's what
11    the EIS process is about is to identify both the positive
12    and the negative and evaluate those and look at
13    alternatives.  Thank you.
14                    MS. JUDY BITTER:  My name is Judy Bittner.
15    I'm the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer, and
16    I'll be participating in the EIS process, but also wanted
17    to let folks know there is another parallel process within
18    the National Historic Preservation Act in section 106 that
19    has an opportunity for people to consult on the historic
20    properties that may or will be affected by this and
21    working out ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate those
22    adverse impacts.  And that will be going along as the EIS
23    progresses that there will be some consultation with the
24    federal agencies, the public and the interested parties on
25    that, as well.  And I'm with the Department of Natural
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 1    Resources.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Anybody else?
 3                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  My name is Caleb
 4    Redman.  I missed most of the meeting, but -- maybe this
 5    has been addressed, but I was under the impression that
 6    this mine had the potential impact of 40 times the impact
 7    of the Pebble Mine.  Is that true, sir?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  It has --
 9                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Forty times the
10    environmental impact.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Forty times the environmental
12    impact of Pebble?
13                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Is that true?
14                    MR. KUHLE:  I would seriously doubt it,
15    but I guess we haven't evaluated it.  That's what the EIS
16    process is for is to evaluate the impacts, but -- so, I
17    guess I'm not prepared to make a comparison to Pebble.
18                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  So you are with the
19    company, then, that is proposing, or was there -- who are
20    you exactly?  I'm not sure.
21                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time
22    understanding what you are saying.  I'm sorry.
23                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  I was curious if there
24    has ever been any type of environmental degradation in the
25    past concerning this type of development on the land and
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 1    earth.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Any type of environmental
 3    impact?
 4                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Degradation.
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  From --
 6                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  From this type of
 7    development.
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  From this type of mining?
 9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose, could we
10    have a sidebar conversation after the meeting so I can
11    catch you up on some of the questions and some of the
12    material that was covered earlier and we can answer some
13    questions and make sure that you have a chance to provide
14    your comments?  But we are getting a little bit late.  I
15    see people getting antsy to go, so I don't want to really
16    go all the way back to the beginning and review a lot of
17    the previous material.  But we will follow up after the
18    session.  Okay?
19              I take it -- we are seeing body language that
20    it's about time to wrap up.  Last call if you have any
21    comments.  And I think we are on closing appreciations,
22    Don.
23                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  All right.  Thank
24    you for coming.
25               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:06 p.m.)
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Good evening.  Welcome to the
 3  scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental
 4  impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don
 5  Kuhle.  I'm with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  I'm
 6  the project manager for the EIS.  There are a number of
 7  cooperating agencies here who will participate in the EIS,
 8  and we also have a third-party contractor here, URS
 9  Corporation.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask
10  them as we go through the presentation.  If you do,
11  though, we ask that you identify yourself before stating a
12  question for our court reporter.  And if you ask more than
13  one question, we ask that you identify yourself each time.
14            Here is the agenda for tonight.  It will provide
15  you with an idea of the topics that we will cover.  We
16  will go on as to the purpose of tonight's meeting and then
17  the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to provide
18  a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
19  proposed it.  And we will summarize a few issues as a way
20  of inviting the comments.  And we encourage you to get
21  involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
22            Donlin Gold has proposed an open pit gold mine
23  ten miles north of Crooked Creek on the Kuskokwim River.
24  And in order to comply with the National Environmental
25  Policy Act, or NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
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 1  be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze potential
 2  impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent
 3  of the project.  The EIS will be used in making permit
 4  decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping
 5  meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
 6            This map gives an overview of the project area,
 7  which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of
 8  Crooked Creek and on down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
 9  This is a remote area with little development to date and
10  no existing roads to the region.  The map shows that
11  existing transportation and energy infrastructure in
12  Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The
13  proposed mine will require all new infrastructure,
14  including roads and a pipeline, with all this subject to
15  permitting before the project can proceed.
16            This map gives an idea of the logistics and
17  supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
18  logistics of the mine include fuel and cargo from west
19  coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
20  Harbor from ocean going ships and barges and then again to
21  river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel
22  and be transferred to river barges, and the fuel and
23  supplies will then be barged upriver and offloaded at a
24  new barge landing in Jungjuk.  There will also be a new
25  pipeline from Cook Inlet which will bring natural gas for
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 1  the mill.
 2            Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and
 3  we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
 4  place.  The National Environmental Policy Act requires an
 5  EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting
 6  the quality of the human environment.  In this case,
 7  Donlin Gold has submitted an application for permits under
 8  section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
 9  Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits will be
10  a major federal action and require an EIS to evaluate the
11  environmental impacts of the proposed project.  The EIS,
12  along with other applicable laws and regulations, will be
13  used by the Corps and by other agencies to make permit
14  decisions.
15            In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is
16  also required to complete public interest review and
17  analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act
18  which requires that we select the least environmentally
19  damaging practical alternative, and we will incorporate
20  the information necessary for these determinations into
21  the EIS.
22            This slide shows that there will be many
23  agencies, tribes and regional organizations who will work
24  together on the EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected
25  based on their permitting responsibilities and special
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 1  expertise.  As an example, the project would occur on BLM
 2  and State of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating
 3  whether to issue right-of-way permits for use of these
 4  lands.  Tribal governments and regional cooperators
 5  contribute specialized knowledge about the local area and
 6  resources and lands use.
 7            As I said previously, the EIS will be used by
 8  the agencies to aid in permit decisions.  It will not,
 9  however, replace the normal permitting authorities and
10  processes.
11            The Donlin Gold Project will require many
12  federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides
13  six examples.  I'll highlight two of them and invite you
14  to read the rest.  Since the project will place fill in
15  wetlands and other waters of the United States, the Corps
16  will need to make section 404 permit decisions as to
17  whether or not to authorize the fill.  And since a portion
18  of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will
19  need to evaluate a right-of-way permit application.  You
20  can find a more comprehensive list of the required permits
21  in the Donlin Gold application on the project website.
22            This slide shows there are also many permits
23  required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of
24  the State government are noted here.  For example, over 60
25  percent of the pipeline will be installed on State lands,
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 1  so the Department of Natural Resources will evaluate the
 2  right-of-way application.  Department of Environmental
 3  Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
 4  air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game
 5  has permitting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.
 6  So this overview of permits shows why various federal and
 7  State agencies are involved in the EIS.
 8            So we will turn to the milestones in the EIS.
 9  Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an
10  EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six major steps that
11  will be taken from now through November 2015.  The EIS
12  process began with a Notice of Intent that was published
13  in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.  That also
14  kicked off the scoping process, which this scoping meeting
15  tonight is part of that, in which we are providing
16  information and gathering comments.  And we will use the
17  information from the scoping process to develop the draft
18  EIS, which we expect to complete about August 2014.  These
19  dates from here on out are estimates.  They could possibly
20  change, but they are our best estimate at this time.
21            Once a draft EIS is completed, we will have
22  another review process and another round of public
23  meetings to gather comments and information on the draft,
24  and we will use that to prepare the final EIS, which we
25  expect to complete about October 2015.  And then the
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 1  different agencies will use the final EIS to prepare the
 2  Record of Decisions, and expect it to be done about
 3  November of 2015.  Again, these are just estimated dates
 4  at this time.
 5            One of the most important things to note about
 6  this slide are the two orange circles -- the gold-colored
 7  circles which identify the best opportunities to provide
 8  input into the EIS process, the first, of course, being
 9  the scoping process, and the second one being the review
10  process for the draft EIS.  So any information provided by
11  March 29th or the end of the scoping period will be
12  incorporated into the draft EIS.
13            The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
14  information and listen to residents in the affected
15  region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The
16  first is to share information about the proposed project.
17  And we will do this shortly in the presentation.
18  Information is also available on the project website and
19  newsletters that are being mailed out to all the affected
20  households.
21            The second purpose is to provide information
22  about the EIS milestones.  And that's what we showed on
23  the last slide to give you an idea of the time frame
24  involved.  The next two are to identify issues and
25  concerns to examine in the EIS, and to identify useful
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 1  information from communities.  And we are counting on you
 2  to help us with these last two.  We would like to know
 3  what you would like to see addressed in the EIS and if you
 4  have any information we can use to make informed
 5  decisions.
 6            Here is a schedule for our scoping meetings.  In
 7  the first week, last week, we started with the villages
 8  nearest the project.  Next week we will be focused on the
 9  lower Kuskokwim River.  And in February we will travel to
10  the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  And in March we
11  will have a final round including the middle Yukon and the
12  upper Kuskokwim.
13            This map is busy, but the color scheme
14  represents many subregions of the project area and helps
15  to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an
16  example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
17  villages nearest the proposed project.  In this subregion
18  we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest
19  to the proposed mine, and also in Aniak, which is a
20  subregional hub.  For the other subregions, meetings will
21  similarly be held in the subregional hubs.
22            We will stop here for a minute and see if there
23  is any questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Yes.
24  Could you state your name, please.
25                  MS. LILLIAN KOENIG: Lillian Koenig.  The
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 1  information you put up there about how we can give public
 2  input, how do we get that information?  Can we go on-line?
 3  Can we download it?  I just said, for community input, you
 4  stated there is a finite time for that.  Can we get that
 5  information on-line and download that information?
 6                  MR. KUHLE: The information should be
 7  available on the project website, donlingoldeis.com.
 8                  MS. LILLIAN KOENIG: So that's what we
 9  could use to give community input, we can type --
10                  MR. KUHLE: There is a form on there that
11  you can submit information on the website.  Or my e-mail
12  will be up here shortly.  You can send comments directly
13  to me, if you like.
14                  MS. LILLIAN KOENIG: Okay.  So one of my
15  questions probably would be:  What kind of jobs will be
16  available for the general public if that mine does go
17  through, and how do you incorporate us in those jobs?
18  Because one thing I notice about Alaska is that so many
19  young people, you know, with the Slope and the oil, they
20  think, oh, I'm going to get these great jobs, and they
21  don't.  And it's a pipe dream.  And they bring in people
22  from everywhere but here.  So if that goes through -- and
23  eventually it probably will -- how will you get, you know,
24  your workers?  Will you bring them in and fly them out and
25  in, or do you promise to give these young people who are
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 1  graduating from high school jobs in the near future?
 2            Thank you.
 3                  MR. KUHLE: Well, the hiring process will
 4  be done by Donlin Gold.  I guess, you know, we are open to
 5  any comments you would like to make, you know, as far as,
 6  you know, how you would like to -- you know, some of the
 7  issues that you mentioned that you would like to see
 8  addressed.  But at this point, the Corps of Engineers will
 9  not be involved in the hiring process.
10                  MR. BRELSFORD: So this is a question that
11  really helps us focus on the purpose of the scoping
12  meeting tonight.  Of course, it's a central concern in the
13  region and across Alaska, what will be the socioeconomic
14  opportunities associated with the Donlin Gold Mine, the
15  proposed mine.  Tonight what we are doing is putting
16  issues on the table for complete analysis in the EIS.  And
17  so the question that our friend raised about what would be
18  the workforce development, the hiring practices, what
19  would be the socioeconomic, employment and income impacts
20  from the Donlin Gold Project, that will be a detailed
21  section in the draft EIS that will come out in November of
22  2014.
23            Again, tonight what we are trying to do is be
24  sure that we understand the targets for that analysis.  So
25  we are not generally going to speculate about the outcome


Page 12


 1  of that analysis.  We really want to gather that input and
 2  then we will work on it and bring that back to the public
 3  in a draft EIS.
 4            I think Don had offered to do this a little
 5  informally.  We had one request from a fellow who would
 6  like to testify early rather than waiting to the
 7  conclusion.  Would that be suitable?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: Sure.
 9                  MR. BRELSFORD: So name first and so on.
10                  MR. TOM LAKOSH: Yes.  Thank you.  My name
11  is Tom Lakosh.  I'm an Anchorage resident here.  And the
12  concerns that I have are similar to that that cropped up
13  with the Pebble Mine about bonding and regulatory
14  provisions for what an in perpetuity bond would look like
15  and how it would handle situations to maintain
16  impermeability of the drainage and isolated from the
17  hydrologic system, particularly if, in fact, there might
18  be contingency for a tailings dam failure included in that
19  bonding and replacement of impermeable -- an impermeable
20  state.
21            I understand that there is supposed to be a
22  lining underneath the tailings pile to keep the hydrologic
23  system separate from the acid mine drainage or the
24  tailings drainage, but that -- I've never heard of
25  anything that can act in perpetuity underneath that
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 1  pile -- that tailings piling.  And I'm wondering if there
 2  has been a contingency to place an impermeable cap over
 3  the pilings to prevent the intrusion of rainwater and pond
 4  water into the tailings that would produce the acid
 5  drainage and how exactly, you know, that's going to figure
 6  into the amount of bonding that's provided.
 7            Can you answer any of those questions at this
 8  time or have a discussion about that circumstance?
 9                  MR. KUHLE: Well, again, I think at this
10  time we are taking comments of what the concerns are.  And
11  all those issues that are identified will be evaluated and
12  analyzed.  You know, you are bringing up some good
13  questions but, you know -- and it's being taken down on
14  the record here.  And those things will be addressed in
15  the EIS.
16                  MR. TOM LAKOSH: Right.  And to the extent
17  that there is a need for an in perpetuity care for the
18  facility, I believe it should include funds necessary to
19  remediate a dam failure, a tailings dam failure,
20  impoundment failure, as well as in perpetuity capping and
21  prevention of intrusion of pond and rainwater into the
22  tailings to prevent creation of drainage that would
23  otherwise eventually circumvent any underlining that may
24  be placed, which clearly cannot last in perpetuity.
25                  MR. KUHLE: So I guess as far as the


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (3) Pages 10 - 13







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Anchorage January 22, 2013


Page 14


 1  bonding, yes, the State has a bonding program.  So if
 2  there were -- a bond will be required.  And your other
 3  issues, again, we -- you know, we are taking note of those
 4  and it will be evaluated in the EIS.
 5                  MR. TOM LAKOSH: Okay.  Thank you.
 6                  MR. BRELSFORD: Don, we had another
 7  request for somebody to testify early.  I think it's a
 8  special circumstance.  We are going to have to ask
 9  everybody to work with us together on this.  I think we
10  want to accommodate folks as much as we can but not
11  totally lose track of the next steps in the presentation.
12  So if you are okay with this, I'm going to go ahead with
13  one more testimony now, and then we will turn to the next
14  section of the presentation that will talk about the
15  proposed mine components, the project components.
16                  MS. LOUISE DONHAUSER: My name is Louise
17  Donhauser.  My address is 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200,
18  Anchorage, AK 99501.  For this Donlin Gold Project EIS, I
19  am providing this comment and including 19 additional
20  pages which I will not read but are inclusive of this
21  January 22, 2013 Donlin Gold Project EIS.  Thank you for
22  your time.  Signature, Louise Donhauser.  Louise
23  Donhauser, 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200, Anchorage, AK
24  99501.  Thank you.
25                  MR. BRELSFORD: Tony, are you ready to
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 1  move forward, or did you want to ask comments looking at
 2  the EIS -- do you have comments on the EIS?  Here is a
 3  question about the EIS process perhaps.  Please go ahead.
 4                  MR. TONY VASKA: Hello.  My name is Tony
 5  Vaska.  I'm a shareholder in The Kuskokwim Corporation and
 6  the Calista Corporation.  When was the last time you read
 7  the Federal Register?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: I read the notice.  We just
 9  published it on December 14.
10                  MR. TONY VASKA: How often do you think
11  people from the villages will read the Federal Register as
12  part of the EIS process?
13                  MR. KUHLE: I'm guessing it's not often,
14  but the Federal Register is just one means in which we are
15  making the information regarding the project available.
16                  MR. TONY VASKA: And do you have a
17  translator explaining the process in detail?  Because it's
18  a very complicated process.
19                  MR. KUHLE: What was the question?  Do we
20  have a translator?
21                  MR. TONY VASKA: Yes, for the EIS.
22                  MR. KUHLE: We have translators involved
23  in the process, yes.  We had a translator when we were in
24  Bethel last week.  We have had translators available at
25  the meetings, and we intend to have them available
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 1  whenever necessary.
 2                  MR. TONY VASKA: The last EIS process I
 3  went through was the Outer Continental Shelf Aleutian
 4  Shelf stoppage in 1978, and it was complicated primarily
 5  because the deep water regulations were still being
 6  developed, and they are complicated in how you do that.
 7  Very few people in Alaska will read the Federal Register.
 8  So it needs to be done not only in the local newspapers,
 9  but in the local languages in the area because an EIS
10  process is complicated.  Just the beginning is
11  complicated.  And my concern is that you are not
12  enunciating clearly enough to people who will be affected
13  the most by the process.  And what steps are you taking to
14  make sure that that happens?
15                  MR. KUHLE: As I said, you know, we are
16  taking what we believe is an adequate approach.  We are
17  providing translators whenever necessary, but information
18  besides the website is -- there is newsletters going out
19  to every household in the affected regions.  I guess I
20  would welcome any recommendations you have as to how we
21  can improve on that.  If you feel there are people that
22  are not receiving adequate information, we would certainly
23  like to be made aware of that during the -- as soon as
24  possible.  But I mean, I -- we have heard your concern and
25  it's -- I guess we will take --
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: If I could, let me -- I
 2  neglected to introduce myself a few minutes ago.  I'm
 3  Taylor Brelsford, and I lead the technical team that
 4  provides support to the Army Corps of Engineers for this
 5  project.  I think the gist of Tony's comment is about
 6  ensuring the people affected by the proposed project have
 7  effective information and effective opportunity to raise
 8  their voices on this.  And I can say that several of the
 9  folks on our team have lived and worked in rural Alaska
10  over the years and have a pretty strong personal interest
11  in ensuring that we do everything we can think of to
12  provide that bridge of communication.
13            So the newsletter went to 7,000 households.  I
14  think that's a pretty wide distribution.  And those
15  newsletters will go out throughout the course of the EIS
16  to try to build little by little more understanding.  Don
17  appeared on a radio program, a call-in program, with a
18  translator at KYUK last week, and we will try to do that
19  again when we are out in the YK Delta.  So regular
20  broadcasts would be one more tool.  We actually are
21  advertising and trying to take advantage of
22  teleconferencing so that folks can participate and listen
23  to those questions.
24            And finally, the website is a growing tool in
25  public communication.  It includes a lot of detailed
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 1  information, more than we are going into tonight, but also
 2  an automatic comment sheet so you can just fill out
 3  something, and it's posted to the record automatically.
 4            So I want to say we, too, want to do the right
 5  thing on this kind of outreach so the people in the
 6  community have a chance to understand the project, to
 7  think about what it would mean in their lives, to the
 8  land, the waters that they've used for generations.  And
 9  as we move towards the final decision, there has really
10  been a thorough discussion of impacts and a thorough
11  opportunity for the communities to be heard.
12            So I thank you for speaking with passion about
13  the affected -- how important this is to the communities
14  in the region.  We all need to do our best on this.  So
15  thanks.
16                  MR. TONY VASKA: I've got one more
17  question, and that is:  How do you tie this to the
18  leaching of mercury from Red Devil?  And I had fish
19  tonight, but it wasn't Kuskokwim fish.  It was Kenai River
20  reds.  Why?  Because I couldn't go fishing at all.
21                  MR. KUHLE: I think you are getting into
22  more of the other issues that we will talk about later.
23  Mercury is one of the issues that we are well aware of and
24  we will look at it in several areas.  And that will be
25  mentioned later in the program.
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 1            Any other questions on the EIS process before we
 2  move on?
 3            Okay.  We will now move on to a summary of the
 4  mining project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is
 5  a 50/50 partnership between two large international mining
 6  companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold
 7  deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native
 8  corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface
 9  owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.
10  This is a very large project, as you can see, expecting to
11  produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
12  life span of -- an operational life span of 27 and a half
13  years, and processing 59,000 tons of ore each day.
14                  MR. BRELSFORD: Let me check in.  Somebody
15  has joined us on the teleconference.  This is the Donlin
16  Gold EIS scoping meeting in Anchorage.
17                  MS. KATE THALHOUSER: Yeah.  This is Kate
18  Thalhouser from Georgetown Tribal Council.
19                  MR. BRELSFORD: We are about a third of
20  the way through Donlin's presentation.  And when we pause
21  for comments, I'll try and put my elbow in and see if we
22  can make sure you have an opportunity to ask questions or
23  comments along the way.
24                  MS. KATE THALHOUSER: Okay.  Sorry to
25  interrupt.
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: Are you able to hear Don
 2  easily when he's speaking?
 3                  MS. KATE THALHOUSER: Yeah.  I can hear
 4  him.
 5                  MR. BRELSFORD: Thanks.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: And we have noted that the
 7  Donlin Gold Project would be located in a remote part of
 8  the state, stretching from Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim
 9  Valley.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
10  might be affected by the project.  In many communities the
11  project might affect lands and resources that are used for
12  subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This project
13  will face an extensive set of legal requirements with many
14  permits and many agencies involved.
15            The diagram at the top of this slide shows the
16  timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked
17  on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16
18  years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We
19  are now moving -- we are now starting the three-year
20  permitting period, first step of which is the scoping
21  meetings, which is why we are here tonight.
22            At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
23  agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If the
24  permits are issued, Donlin Gold can proceed with three to
25  four years of construction and then an estimated 27 and a
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 1  half years of operations.  At the conclusion of the active
 2  life of the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for
 3  closure and reclamation.  This includes decommissioning
 4  the mill facilities and the pipeline and covering over the
 5  waste treatment or the tailings storage facility and the
 6  waste rock storage facilities.  The land will be
 7  recontoured and native vegetation will be planted.
 8            Now I'll turn to the major components of the
 9  project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The
10  pipeline will be buried, not up on supports like the
11  Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe.  It
12  will not generate heat and will not damage permafrost.
13  Where it crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be
14  installed below the river bed using horizontal directional
15  drilling, or HDD, as shown in the center photo at the top
16  of the slide.  For example, this technique will be used to
17  cross the Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George
18  River.
19            The image of the block valve on the right side
20  of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way will not
21  be fenced off, so it will not block access to subsistence
22  use areas.  The right-of-way will be brushed every ten
23  years to provide continued access for monitoring and
24  maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process will
25  not leave a road along the right-of-way.  The design will


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (5) Pages 18 - 21







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Anchorage January 22, 2013


Page 22


 1  allow access, but after construction no improved access
 2  for vehicles and no bridges at the water crossings.
 3                  MR. BRELSFORD: Pause for a second.  Do we
 4  have another person joining the teleconference for the
 5  Donlin Gold EIS scoping meeting?  A mystery participant.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  This slide shows that
 7  the pipeline would start at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range
 8  over Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the
 9  Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue
10  west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline
11  would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM
12  lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.
13            Note the blue segment where an alternate
14  pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
15  Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
16  proposed route at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary
17  alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
18  notified the Corps that this alternative is under
19  consideration and will be examined during geotechnical
20  investigations during the coming summer.
21            This slide shows the project components at the
22  mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
23  Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover
24  1,400 acres.  It will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide and
25  1,850 feet deep near the end of the operational life of
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 1  the mine.
 2            Number two is a tailings impoundment,
 3  technically referred to as a waste treatment facility,
 4  which would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
 5  square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like
 6  material that is left after the gold has been removed from
 7  the mill.  Number three is the waste rock facility which
 8  would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that is
 9  removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major
10  facilities support the mill and should process about
11  59,000 tons of ore per day.
12            This is an overview of the major transportation
13  infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
14  facilities in Bethel to transfer the cargo and fuel to
15  river barges.  The barges, again, would go up the
16  Kuskokwim River to a new barge landing at Jungjuk, and
17  from there the fuel and cargo would be transferred by way
18  of a new 30-mile road from the port to the mine site.
19  Also at the mine site, or near the mine site would be a
20  new 5,000-foot airstrip and a 40-million-gallon diesel
21  storage facility.
22            The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk will
23  extend about 1,000 feet along the river bank and about
24  1,500 feet back from the river bank for a total of 26
25  acres.  Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic
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 1  on the Kuskokwim River to transport the supplies and
 2  diesel fuel, with the fuel being needed to power the large
 3  mining equipment and the trucks.  Fuel barges will be
 4  double-hulled.
 5            The average navigation season will be about 110
 6  days per year.  There would be about three barge tow
 7  passings per day, meaning that if you were at any point on
 8  the river you could expect to see three barge tows, either
 9  two up and one down or one up and two down, most likely.
10  There would be four barges per tow.  And there would be
11  about 64 cargo barge tows per season and 58 fuel barge
12  tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry about 550 tons
13  each and the fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons each.
14  Note that the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
15  number of barge loads would be roughly the same both
16  during construction and during operation of the project.
17            Additional infrastructure includes a
18  construction camp of 2,500 beds which would support a
19  construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes
20  some smaller remote camps for pipeline construction.  The
21  permanent camp has 600 beds and will support a workforce
22  of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning about
23  only half of the workforce would be on site at any given
24  time.
25            Okay.  We will pause for any questions on the
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 1  Donlin project and its components.  Any questions before
 2  we move on?
 3                  MR. BRELSFORD: Take a second and see if
 4  anybody on the line has questions about this section of
 5  the presentation.  This was concerning project components.
 6  Kate, are you still with us?
 7                  MS. KATE THALHOUSER: Yes, I'm still here.
 8  Sorry.  I had the mute on.
 9                  MR. BRELSFORD: Good teleconference
10  manners.  Any questions or comments?
11                  MS. KATE THALHOUSER: No, not yet.
12  Thanks.
13                  MR. BRELSFORD: Thank you.
14                  MR. CARL WASSILIE: My name is Carl
15  Wassilie, C-A-R-L W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  Thanks again for
16  holding this public meeting.  I think it's really
17  important to get the public involved at the earliest stage
18  as possible.  I was wondering about -- you had the barge
19  infrastructure slide up there.  And one of the concerns I
20  keep coming across is similar to the Shell Oil grounding.
21  The barges -- which direction are the barges going to be
22  going?  Are they going to be going down the Pacific Coast
23  or are they going to be going to China?  Or which
24  direction are the barges going to be going?  Are they
25  going to be going through False Pass?  Are they going to
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 1  be taking a route that goes along the whole coastline of
 2  the state or the Aleutian Chain?  Which direction are the
 3  barges going?  I think the scoping should include that
 4  part of the infrastructure.
 5                  MR. KUHLE: I think one of the earlier
 6  slides kind of showed the route, that the fuel and cargo
 7  would come from west coast of the United States up,
 8  transport to Dutch Harbor where fuel would be transferred
 9  from ocean-going ships to the fuel barges which would go
10  to Bethel where they will be downloaded to smaller river
11  barges for transport up the river.  So I think that slide,
12  you know, pretty clearly shows how that was presented to
13  us.  Do you remember seeing that?
14                  MR. CARL WASSILIE: Yeah, I do remember
15  seeing that.  So that was going in.  What about the barges
16  carrying mercury out?  Where does that mercury go?  How
17  would that transportation infrastructure look like when
18  you are addressing the mercury risk?  You have to include
19  the communities at Dutch Harbor, wherever else they might
20  be transferring.
21                  MR. KUHLE: I guess I don't know offhand.
22  I guess we would have to take note of that comment, unless
23  Taylor has more information.  But I don't know at this
24  point as far as the exact route that mercury -- co-product
25  mercury would take.  So I guess I just don't know that at
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 1  this point.  I guess we will take that as a comment and
 2  make sure that is addressed.  And it would be -- you know,
 3  it would be addressed in the draft EIS, and you would have
 4  a chance to comment on it for the final EIS.
 5                  MR. BRIAN COYLE: My name is Brian Coyle.
 6  Quick question.  Since there will be three passings a day,
 7  what is the current traffic on the river?  How much of an
 8  increase is this is what I'd be getting at.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: It's a substantial increase.
10  I don't know offhand what the exact traffic is, but as I
11  understand it, it's -- I believe it's probably one or less
12  per day now.  But I don't really know.  That's just my
13  guess.
14                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think it's more on the
15  order of one per week or one per ten days.
16                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  I guess it sounds like
17  it's more on the order of one per week or one every ten
18  days.  So it will be a substantial increase.
19                  MR. BRIAN COYLE: I'd like to see the EIS
20  have some analysis of what that additional traffic would
21  be.
22                  MR. KUHLE: It definitely will.
23                  MR. JOSEPH BALDWIN: My name is Joseph
24  Baldwin.  I have a similar question having to do with the
25  impact of the increased traffic from Bethel upriver.  And
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 1  my concern here is mostly experience on the Kenai where
 2  increased boat traffic had considerable impact on the
 3  vegetation along the river.  And having lived in Aniak in
 4  the past, I know that increased traffic would cause
 5  considerable damage to the bank on the river, plus
 6  possibly disrupt fishing activities during the critical
 7  summer period.  I hope that impact statement doesn't
 8  ignore the traffic route.  Your project mentions that you
 9  have a transportation route, and I hope the impact
10  statement will address that, too.
11                  MR. KUHLE: We will definitely include
12  that.  And that will be addressed in the impact -- in the
13  EIS.  Thank you.
14                  MR. SID ATWOOD: Thank you.  My name is
15  Sid Atwood.  What I'm wanting to address when you brought
16  up barges is the fuel barges that haven't been able to
17  make it up river lately.  We were at Nikolai in 2009 when
18  we had that wonderful bonus of $1,200 for everybody to
19  spend, so we went and saw how the people were doing.  And
20  the barge couldn't make it to Nikolai, so they had to pay
21  quite a bit of money for flying in fuel.  This is
22  happening quite a bit.  There is about half of the ponds
23  in the Arctic now that are not ponds anymore.  So as water
24  goes down -- I know you're talking about long term, and I
25  want you to be sure to look at do we have water level.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
 2                  MR. HARRY CRAWFORD: My name is Harry
 3  Crawford.  And I saw that the pipeline, the gas pipeline
 4  was coming from Beluga.  And we are having problems with
 5  deliverability today, so 27 and a half years of
 6  production, how much gas are you going to use and where is
 7  it going to come from?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: Well, I guess, you know, we
 9  are aware that the gas situation in Cook Inlet has changed
10  a lot in the last few years and expect that there will be
11  changes in the coming years.  And because of that, Donlin
12  hasn't provided a specific plan regarding that yet, but it
13  will be considered in the EIS as, you know -- it will be
14  one of the issues that will definitely be addressed.  And
15  we will have to take a closer look at that on the best
16  information available.
17                  MR. DAVID JOHN: My name is David John,
18  and I'm from the village of Crooked Creek.  And my concern
19  is the water level, like that guy was saying earlier.  And
20  you know, as everybody knows, we have fish going up and
21  down the river even through the wintertime.  And how will
22  it affect me and my community?  You know, if you guys do
23  have an accident, are you prepared to cover it or what?
24  I'd like -- we have salmon coming up every spring, and in
25  the fall time we have whitefish and lingcod coming up, and
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 1  grayling.  With that many barges going up and down the
 2  river, will it affect the salmon that's going up?
 3                  MR. KUHLE: Well, we are certainly aware
 4  that the barge traffic could have a potential effect on
 5  salmon and, as you will see later, we are looking at fish
 6  habitat as one of the issues that we will be addressing.
 7  So the fact that we have heard that concern already and
 8  the fact that you are bringing it up, it will be in the
 9  record and it definitely will be addressed.  I don't have
10  the answer because I can't quantify those impacts at this
11  point, but that's the purpose of our scoping meeting is to
12  hear these concerns.  So we will look at that.
13                  MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX: My name is Doug
14  Molyneaux.  Last name is M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And my
15  comment also has to do with the water level.  The
16  discharge into the Kuskokwim River is driven in pretty
17  good share from glacier meltwater in the headwaters there.
18  And as Sid Atwood has mentioned, there has been a tendency
19  in recent years of really low water levels.  I think some
20  of that is the glaciers are drying up, as well as some of
21  the water percolating through the tundra.
22            But over the length of the life of the project,
23  we are likely to see a big change in those glaciers and
24  how much discharge is coming through.  And I just wanted
25  to make sure that that's being accounted for, projecting
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 1  discharge and changes in discharge that might occur.
 2            And also originally there was plans on having a
 3  barge station at Crow Village downstream of Aniak, and now
 4  the new station is upstream of Aniak quite a ways.  Any
 5  comments on how -- as to the water depth between those two
 6  locations?
 7                  MR. KUHLE: I guess I don't have specific
 8  information in that regard.  I'm sure Donlin has studied
 9  it extensively before they made their change to go further
10  up the river.  As far as the glacial melt and that, that's
11  a good point to bring up and, you know, we will mention
12  later that we are also looking at potential impacts of
13  global warming.  So that's, I guess, somewhat related to
14  that.
15                  MR. BRELSFORD: So addressing another
16  aspect of your question, Doug, you are drawing attention
17  to alternatives and alternatives in design as the project
18  has matured.  So Donlin considered many approaches on
19  transportation and energy sources for the mine project.  I
20  believe that the former design you are referring to looked
21  at Birch Tree Crossing downstream from Aniak.  And at that
22  stage they were planning to fuel the entire operation on
23  the basis of barged-in fuel.
24            And subsequently the gas pipeline was developed
25  as a design -- as a component so that the power source for
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 1  the electrical generation of the mine is by natural gas
 2  from the pipeline, which drastically reduced the fuel
 3  requirement to be barged in.  And as a result, I think
 4  there is some scenario building about low water conditions
 5  and how many effective trips you are likely to fit into a
 6  season.  And that led to this current design, one that we
 7  are evaluating as the proposed project with the barge
 8  traffic that's outlined here and Jungjuk as the port site.
 9  But there will be other alternatives analyzed in the EIS,
10  perhaps on energy sources or transportation corridors and
11  so on.
12            So your comment is really helpful in reminding
13  that an EIS doesn't just look at one approach to meeting
14  the project purposes.  We want to develop alternative
15  footprints, alternative approaches that would have
16  different environmental consequences so that there could
17  be some comparison.  And this example of turning to
18  natural gas through pipeline versus much more intensive
19  barging for fuel sources, that's an example of the
20  development alternatives in coming to the current design
21  of the project.
22                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  We will talk now about
23  some example issues and invite your ideas.  The purpose of
24  the scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.
25  One major area is water resources.  The project is
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 1  designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted
 2  water, but there will still be concerns.  Some examples
 3  are noted on this slide.
 4            Streams and other surface waters will be
 5  diverted away from and around mining activities in order
 6  to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
 7  Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
 8  process and could affect base loads in nearby streams.
 9  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
10  adjacent groundwater levels and again affect nearby
11  streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
12  could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock,
13  tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed
14  to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
15            Air quality is also important, and this slide
16  shows some examples of issues.  There will be several
17  sources of emissions, including a large number of large
18  mining vehicles.  There would be a 227-megawatt power
19  plant and dust created by removing and processing the
20  overburden, waste rock and ore.  Climate change is a
21  growing concern and will need to be considered, as large
22  amounts of hydrocarbons will be burned.
23            Mercury will be looked at in several areas.
24  Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be
25  released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
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 1  emissions could occur during the milling process.  And any
 2  mercury co-product would require careful storage and
 3  transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
 4  hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
 5  and emergency response plans will be crucial in preventing
 6  spills.
 7            Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
 8  and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
 9  subsistence, and traditional land uses.  The proposed
10  project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
11  10,000 would be for the mine site and related
12  infrastructure, and about 6,000 would be for the pipeline.
13  These areas would be impacted by excavation, filling,
14  vegetation removal, or other disturbance.  6,900 acres
15  would be wetlands.
16            Fish and wildlife, there could be habitat loss
17  or reduced habitat value for those 16,300 acres that I
18  mentioned.  There could also be disturbance of individual
19  animals.  I've already talked somewhat about the increase
20  in barge traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land
21  uses would be affected by loss of land to development.
22            Here is more examples of issues and concerns,
23  and these are focused on the communities, cultural
24  resources, and recreation.  Community life would be
25  affected by a new workforce from 3,000 construction
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 1  workers and 1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new
 2  employment and income, but there would also be many
 3  effects on the community and human health.  Cultural
 4  resources, both archeological and historic, that exist in
 5  the area might be disturbed or destroyed.  Recreational
 6  and visual resources might be affected by new structures
 7  and mining operations.
 8            For all of these issues in the EIS process we
 9  will look first at ways that these impacts could be
10  avoided.  If not possible to avoid them, how could they be
11  minimized and how any remaining impacts could be
12  mitigated.
13            To conclude, we know that this proposed project
14  and land and resources are important to you, and we would
15  like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
16  involved in the EIS process.  You are already doing the
17  most important thing by being here tonight.  You can also
18  visit our website for more information and to submit
19  comments, or you can contact me directly.  And my direct
20  phone line and my e-mail are provided on the slide.
21            Or if you have any tribal matters, you can
22  contact our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer.  And her
23  direct phone line and e-mail are also provided here.
24  Tribal governments also have the opportunity to enter into
25  government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
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 1  process from an EIS and cooperating agency status.  Amanda
 2  and I have had two teleconferences with tribes so far to
 3  discuss being a cooperating agency or participating in a
 4  government-to-government.  We expect that there will be
 5  others.
 6            So that's the end of our presentation.  We would
 7  like to hear more of your comments.  If you would like to
 8  testify, I'm going to ask you to do so.  We ask if you do
 9  that, again, state your name so that our court reporter
10  can hear it.  And if you read from written comments, we
11  would like that you leave a copy so that she can
12  accurately get them in the record.
13            Okay.  We asked people to indicate when they
14  signed in if they wished to provide any comments, and the
15  first one on our list is Sharon Cissna.
16                  MS. KIM WETZEL: She may be next door.
17                  MR. KUHLE: We'll move on.  If she comes
18  in, I'll just give her a second chance.  Next one is Sid
19  Atwood.
20                  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: He went to get


21  her.
22                  MR. KUHLE: Tom Lakosh.
23                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think Tom was the guy
24  that spoke earlier.
25                  MR. KUHLE: Marleanna Hall.
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 1                  MS. MARLEANNA HALL: Hi.  Good evening.
 2  My name is Marleanna, M-A-R-L-E-A-N-N-A, Hall, H-A-L-L.
 3  And I'm a projects coordinator at the Resource Development
 4  Council for Alaska.  RDC is a statewide business
 5  association comprised of individuals and companies from
 6  Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and
 7  fisheries industries.  RDC's membership includes a lot of
 8  Native corporations, local communities, organized labor
 9  and industry support firms.  RDC's purpose is to encourage
10  a strong diversified private sector in Alaska and expand
11  the state's economic base through the responsible
12  development of our natural resources.
13            The Donlin project is located in a region of
14  Alaska that experiences some of the highest unemployment
15  rates and has very few other opportunities.  Through the
16  exploration stages, Donlin has shown a strong commitment
17  to local hire and for supporting communities and cultures
18  in the region.  A project like this is a truly rare
19  opportunity to improve the local economy where few other
20  opportunities exist.  If developed, RDC believes it will
21  be done in a way that creates opportunity for local
22  employment and economic growth while protecting the
23  subsistence resources and culture of the region and
24  protecting the environment.
25            RDC urges the Corps to include the following in
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 1  the EIS:  The social and economic benefits of this project
 2  to the region, state, and the nation; the potential for
 3  lower cost energy options to the region; and job
 4  opportunities leading to reduced out-migration, which will
 5  help maintain rural schools.
 6            RDC supports a rigorous permitting process that
 7  reviews and analyzes all potential impacts, including the
 8  positive economic ones.  Alaska has seven existing large
 9  mines that were permitted under the rigorous review of
10  NEPA and the scientifically based permitting process that
11  includes over 60 major state and federal permits and
12  authorizations.  Alaska's existing mines are operating to
13  the highest standards and in harmony with our renewable
14  resources.  Donlin's project description demonstrates an
15  understanding of environmental concerns, and it features
16  vigorous environmental management principles.
17            We look forward to participating in the public
18  process for this project which will likely provide
19  responsible economic prospects for this region and for
20  Alaska while protecting subsistence resources.  Further,
21  the EIS process gives Alaskans adequate time to fully
22  review the project documents and to provide input on the
23  plans.
24            Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this
25  important project.


Page 39


 1                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  Is Sharon Cissna
 2  in the room?
 3                  MS. SHARON CISSNA: I'm in the room.  And
 4  am I supposed to be asking a question?
 5                  MR. KUHLE: Well, right now we are taking
 6  testimony.  I guess if you have a specific question, we
 7  can try to answer it.
 8                  MS. SHARON CISSNA: All right.  Yes.  I --
 9  I really do have a concern, and that's what I am here to
10  do is to state some of the work that I have been doing
11  over the last number of years looking at health in Alaska.
12  And this project is one of those, like so many projects
13  that we have in the state, that really meets one of the
14  issues that we really have not been dealing with, and
15  that's really health and the impact on the health of our
16  people in Alaska by the different projects that are
17  occurring.
18            And we, as the former -- I am a past State
19  Representative and served for 14 years in the Alaska State
20  House and was the co-chair of the nine years that we had
21  the Legislative Health Caucus.  And we did have a forum on
22  health and the impacts of developments to the people in
23  the state of Alaska and did have one of the -- one of the
24  scientists from the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
25  who spoke to us about the water safety issue.  And his
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 1  testimony we actually heard in a forum with a number of
 2  legislators.  And it was really pretty sobering that we
 3  had several different community members that were not far
 4  from the site of the mine that you are talking about.  And
 5  they were talking about the lack of safe water in their
 6  communities.
 7            And the legislators were surprised and didn't
 8  realize that Alaska had communities that didn't have safe
 9  water.  And I don't know if it's been discussed here, but
10  that in Alaska we have somewhere in the mid 70s of the
11  state has safe water.  So we are a very strange category
12  compared to other states, in that the rest of the United
13  States has 99 point something safe water.  And that
14  includes some of the more socially and economically
15  challenged places in the country.  The kinds of statistics
16  that you get in communities without safe water are that
17  the children are the first ones that get hit, and they are
18  taken away to hospitals in other places.
19            Rural Alaska is a category different than any
20  one other place in our country because of how very distant
21  it is from those places that in the rest of the country
22  you do have ways to easily get to hospitals, to the
23  different kinds of services you have.
24            It's my concern and what I wanted to state was
25  is that unfortunately in Alaska we have not spent the time
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 1  and energy and funding -- it's been huge amounts of
 2  funding we have spent without the time to really make sure
 3  that that funding is being spent in a way that really does
 4  get results, as in safe water.
 5            So most of the communities where mining is going
 6  to occur, where any kind of extraction is going to occur,
 7  the people that live there, they have a right to live
 8  there.  They have been there for, in most cases, thousands
 9  of years.  They are really forced with amazing impacts
10  that are going to jeopardize their more than well-being.
11  Their whole survival is being challenged.
12            And I really want to have anyone in any of these
13  kinds of meetings to really begin to demand that in our
14  state we start really addressing health issues, not just
15  making money.  Making money is important, but we appear to
16  spend enormous amounts more money than is necessary if, in
17  fact, we did take the responsibility to pay attention to
18  the populations where, in fact, these projects do occur.
19  And they are very precious populations because they
20  understand the land and how to live in that land more than
21  anyone else does.  So I hope that you will consider this
22  when you are thinking about this project.
23                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Next person
24  is Sid Atwood.
25                  MR. SID ATWOOD: Thank you.  Okay.  My
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 1  name is Sid Atwood.  I did already talk about my concern
 2  about the low water, which isn't going to increase.  The
 3  barge traffic is worse as time goes on.  But as Ms. Sharon
 4  Cissna just mentioned, we went by canoe down the Yukon and
 5  talked to different communities.  Actually, we started up
 6  on the Tanana.  And that's the way to go see people.
 7            Anyway, yeah, where the State does mention safe
 8  water, it wasn't really true because at one point there
 9  was, but things have failed and so safe water is the big
10  thing that we are looking to see.  There is way too many
11  diseases and so forth that happen.  And the population out
12  there needs to be standing up and feeling proud for
13  themselves instead of the other way around.  We are losing
14  people left and right to suicide.  Okay.  Thank you.
15                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  Carl Wassilie.
16                  MR. CARL WASSILIE: You have my name.
17  Thank you.  There is a couple things.  You know, the
18  toxins that inhibit fish production is at a critical
19  point.  We have to use the best available technology to
20  capture the toxins that inhibit fish production because
21  the fish are critical to the health and well-being of the
22  people out there.  One of our traditional customary ways
23  of sharing goes beyond the Kuskokwim watershed.
24  Anchorage, Alaska is the largest village.  And there's a
25  lot of sharing of subsistence resources in which families
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 1  traditionally travel back and forth between Anchorage and
 2  the Kuskokwim area.  I think it's really important to
 3  ensure that we capture these fish inhibitors or at least
 4  address that and study it.
 5            And then the mercury, we definitely need to
 6  continue to address that with a mercury risk assessment
 7  from cradle to grave and then the continuation of
 8  addressing the characterization of the rock for acid mine
 9  drainage.
10            As I mentioned before in Bethel, there is
11  concern about the -- that rock characterization, that
12  mineral characterization there, potential for acid mine
13  drainage which -- and so when we are talking about
14  construction material that's not going to be leaching, is
15  not going to be captured, there is a lot of construction
16  material that I see in this proposal that's not going to
17  be addressed.  And there will be contaminants in the water
18  system.  So there should be a way to reduce that risk of
19  these contaminants getting into the water system.
20            And one other thing.  I wanted to make sure that
21  the dust -- fugitive dust is a critical issue.  The
22  fugitive dust.  As we know, NovaGold in the Rock Creek
23  Mine, there were numerous complaints with that streamlined
24  project.  NovaGold is one investor and Donlin, so I just
25  wanted to -- their poor planning and engineering led to a
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 1  number of problems, not only with that, but with workers
 2  on site.  The dust emission, the breaching of the -- of
 3  the water balance led to fines.  And the State of Alaska,
 4  actually, dam safety group had shut that mine down.
 5            And anyway, that -- at that point they had
 6  determined that it was a risk to the public and shut that
 7  down.  So I just wanted to mention those few things.  At
 8  that point -- but I really don't see how this is going to
 9  be a safe mine at all at this point, just based on the
10  amount of rock and the lack of capturing the contaminants
11  that actually cause health problems to the people, not
12  only to the subsistence resources.  But I noticed you said
13  land use, traditional land use, but there is actually
14  traditional water use, too.  So the fugitive dust gets in
15  the area, travels to the berries, travels in the water,
16  the water comes down, goes up river, down river.  The dust
17  impacts us all.  And that's including on the barges and
18  the transportation route.
19            So I think that's it for right now.  Thank you
20  very much.
21                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Nikos
22  Pastos with the Center For Water Advocacy.  There is a
23  question mark by this one, so we will see.  It's Kay
24  Chickalvsion.  And next one is Deantha Crockett.
25                  MS. DEANTHA CROCKETT: Hi.  Thank you for
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 1  the opportunity to comment.  My name is Deantha Crockett.
 2  I am the Executive Director of the Alaska Miners
 3  Association.  AMA is a nonprofit membership organization
 4  established in 1939 to represent the mining industry in
 5  Alaska.  We are a statewide association based in Alaska.
 6  We are made up of more than 1,500 individual small placer
 7  miners as well as the large miners and contractors and
 8  vendors that are associated with the mining industry here.
 9            AMA supports responsible development of Alaska's
10  natural resources, specifically the minerals that make up
11  my industry.  AMA supports the ability of natural resource
12  projects to enter into the NEPA process, one that reviews
13  all potential impacts, including the positive ones.  As
14  you mentioned in your slides, the purpose of the scoping
15  meetings are to share views and provide information on the
16  project.
17            Our views are:  should Donlin Gold Project
18  commence permitting, undergo construction and become an
19  operating mine, it would create an economic boom in a
20  region of our state that is incredibly economically
21  disadvantaged.  This is a region with a pretty high
22  unemployment rate and very few economic opportunities.
23            AMA believes the Donlin Gold team recognizes
24  that if a mine is developed in this area, it has to be
25  done with an emphasis on local employment, environmental
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 1  protection, and respect for subsistence values and
 2  culture.  In fact, Donlin Gold has already demonstrated a
 3  strong commitment to local hire and support of neighboring
 4  communities.  In addition, the project description shows
 5  its understanding of the environmental concerns and
 6  outlines management techniques that will be applied to
 7  address these concerns.  Your slide shows 16 years of
 8  studies done at Donlin.  That's almost as long as we raise
 9  our kids.  The emphasis on data gathering and baseline
10  studies demonstrates that commitment.
11            We look forward to being involved in this
12  process.  Thank you.
13                  MR. BRELSFORD: We are going to keep peace
14  in the valley here.  Mary is trying to reach a purpose.
15  If it would be possible to write up your testimony or
16  something of that sort -- I know this is important to your
17  organization, so if you could help us to get it right in
18  the record, that would be really welcome.
19                  MR. KUHLE: Tony Vaska.
20                  MR. TONY VASKA: Hello.  It's me again.
21  I'm all in favor of the open meeting process.  And you can
22  see how difficult it is here to communicate just in
23  English.  So when you use a scoping process and following
24  the whole EIS process and the whole NEPA process in our
25  villages, make sure it's clear because some technical
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 1  aspects will not be translated.  They can't be.  They are
 2  words that don't exist where we do.  That's one.
 3            Two, today I had an interesting conversation at
 4  the subsistence board meeting from Metlakatla.  They were
 5  concerned about the mining in British Columbia in the
 6  transboundary rivers of Southeast.  We have one in our
 7  area.  And you will be holding an EIS meeting in one of
 8  them at Holy Cross.  The Yukon River, the king salmon
 9  spawn in British Columbia 2,000 miles away.  So that's
10  something that concerns me a lot, especially since there
11  are so few fish for our people.  They are still having to
12  pay $250 fines because the State considers them to be
13  fishing illegally.
14            So the fear of what -- the poisoning from
15  mercury affects my family, my friends, not just on the
16  Kuskokwim, but also on the Yukon.
17            The third thing is today the other thing that
18  the subsistence board was discussing -- and Fish &
19  Wildlife Service is part of this, as well as BLM -- the
20  President has asked the -- all the federal agencies to
21  consult with tribes on any activities on or near their
22  lands.  Fish & Wildlife Service has two large refuges.
23  The smaller one is in Togiak.  The larger one is the Yukon
24  Delta.  Together there are 30-million acres of land set
25  aside.
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 1            Is the Army Corps of Engineers under orders from
 2  the President to consult tribes when any activities
 3  happen?
 4                  MR. KUHLE: Yes, we are.  And we -- we are
 5  engaging in government-to-government consultations, and we
 6  have also invited tribes to be cooperating agencies in the
 7  process.
 8            That's the last of our commenters.  So -- yes.
 9                  MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX: Again, this is Doug
10  Molyneaux, M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And just three points I
11  just want to bring to your attention just to make sure
12  they are covered in this process here.  And one has to do
13  with the water budget.  I think estimating the
14  preoperational estimates of how much water is generated
15  and what needs to be treated, I think there is a strong
16  tendency in mining to really underestimate preproduction
17  how much water is going to be generated and what needs to
18  be treated.  So I guess I'd ask that you take into
19  consideration the track record of mines in Alaska and
20  perhaps elsewhere on whether they are underestimating or
21  overestimating what is really needed for treatment to try
22  to get a better estimate of what reality is.  So that's
23  one point about the water budget and what's going to get
24  treated.
25            Another point is impacts of population growth.
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 1  A lot of us see a huge influx on number of people, both
 2  employees of the mine and support agencies or support
 3  industries in the Crooked Creek area.  Those people are
 4  going to want to recreate, sportfishing and hunting,
 5  subsistence fishing.  And in some of the smaller streams
 6  in that area you are liable to find really huge impacts on
 7  the amount of use that's going to happen in those areas
 8  while these employees are recreating, Holokuk, Oskawalik
 9  and the George River in particular, and the Holitna, too,
10  which is not too far away from the bread basket of salmon
11  production in the Kuskokwim.  So just make sure you are
12  taking into consideration those sorts of elements.
13            The third thing is, this kind of goes back to
14  the amount of water that's going to get treated for
15  acid-generating potential.  At one point they were looking
16  into actually pouring limestone in the Holitna River
17  basin.  And do you have any idea, is that still on the
18  books?  Is that one of the alternatives that's being
19  looked into for getting limestone for treating acid-mined
20  water?
21                  MR. KUHLE: Are you asking me?
22                  MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX: Yeah.  I guess I'm
23  bringing it to your attention that that was one --
24                  MR. KUHLE: I'm not familiar with that
25  offhand, but it would be --
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 1                  MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX: Just so it's on the
 2  table so people are aware of it.  That's all.
 3                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.
 4                  MR. TOM CRAFFORD: Hi.  My name is Tom
 5  Crafford.  Last name is spelled C-R-A-F-F-O-R-D.  And I'm
 6  with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources.  And I
 7  thought that I would mention that, in tandem with the
 8  environmental impact statement and the federal permitting
 9  process, there will also be a State permitting process.
10  There are representatives here tonight from the Department
11  of Fish & Game, Department of Environmental Conservation,
12  and the Department of Environmental Resources.  And all of
13  these agencies and more will have to be involved with the
14  State permitting component of this process.  And the
15  Office of the Project Manager and permitting where I work
16  is involved in coordinating that State permitting process.
17            A gentleman named Jeff Bruno is the permitting
18  coordinator for this project.  And his e-mail address is
19  jeff.bruno@alaska.gov.  He was unable to be here tonight.
20  He's out of the state.  And he has attended all the other
21  scoping meetings and will be attending all the future
22  ones.  And I'm sorry he was unable to be here tonight.
23  But we want to hear from people throughout this process.
24  There is a State website for permitting.  And I'm sorry,
25  but the URL is too long for me to quote that tonight.  But
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 1  if you contact Jeff Bruno at the e-mail address, he can
 2  provide that to you.
 3                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  I'd also
 4  mention that the contact page on the website has contact
 5  information for all the cooperating agencies involved in
 6  the process.
 7                  MR. COLIN O'BRIEN: Good evening.  My name
 8  is Colin O'Brien, and I'm here from Anchorage.  Looking
 9  over the Federal Register notice for the scoping process,
10  I looked through the list of Executive Orders that the
11  Corps is going to be mindful of during the process.  And
12  one seemed to be missing, as best I can tell, and that's
13  the President's Executive Order on environmental justice
14  which requires that federal agencies, to the extent
15  practicable, address and mitigate adverse environmental
16  consequences for populations of lower socioeconomic status
17  and also minorities.  And it seems to me that this project
18  might obviously have disproportionate impacts on
19  communities that -- to which the Executive Order applies.
20  Is the Executive Order something that you guys are mindful
21  of or something that you intend to follow?
22                  MR. KUHLE: We are definitely aware of it,
23  and we will comply with all the appropriate Executive
24  Orders.  Yes.
25                  MR. MIKE FINNIGAN: My name is Mike
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 1  Finnigan, F-I-N-N-I-G-A-N.  Couple quick questions.  How
 2  far is this actually located from the village of Crooked
 3  Creek?
 4                  MR. KUHLE: I'm sorry.  I couldn't catch
 5  that.
 6                  MR. MIKE FINNIGAN: The actual mine site,
 7  how far is it from the closest village?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: From the closest river?
 9                  MR. MIKE FINNIGAN: No, no.  Village.
10                  MR. KUHLE: Oh, closest village.  It's ten
11  miles from Crooked Creek.
12                  MR. MIKE FINNIGAN: Ten miles from Crooked
13  Creek.  Okay.  And how far are we looking at total river
14  traveled from barge point to barge point?
15                  MR. KUHLE: The distance up the Kuskokwim
16  River, is that the question?
17                  MR. MIKE FINNIGAN: Correct, yes.
18                  MR. KUHLE: Approximately 200 river miles.
19                  MR. MIKE FINNIGAN: 200 river miles.
20  Thank you.
21                  MR. DAVID JOHN: My name is David John.
22  And could we go back to that one slide about community and
23  how to get involved?
24                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.
25                  MR. BRELSFORD: David, which slide again?
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 1                  MR. DAVID JOHN: The project --
 2                  MS. KIM WETZEL: Sixty-six villages.
 3                  MR. DAVID JOHN: Sixty-six villages.  The
 4  last meeting we had in Crooked Creek, I was pretty
 5  concerned about skipping villages and just going to the
 6  main routes.  And I think that, you know, 27 years for a
 7  mine is a long time but, you know, we ain't going to be
 8  around.  You know, everybody should be involved, the
 9  villages, especially from Lime Village on down, because if
10  we do have an accident on Donlin Creek, it's going to
11  affect everybody on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon.
12                  MR. KUHLE: So are you just making a
13  comment, or did you have a specific question?
14                  MR. DAVID JOHN: I'm just making a
15  comment, making a suggestion that we should have all
16  meetings from Lime Village all the way on down to Bethel,
17  wherever the barges will cover, because if they do have an
18  accident at Donlin Creek, it's going to affect both rivers
19  and all the people that are there.
20                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.
21                  MS. KIM WETZEL: Taylor, do you want to
22  discuss about the choosing of villages that were visited?
23                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think there is something
24  really significant about the issue that David raises about
25  fair play.  We talked a little bit about this in Crooked
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 1  Creek, and several people said you are here talking to us,
 2  but we also care about the other communities that might be
 3  affected by the project.  And those were Lime Village and
 4  Stony River that are a little bit closer to the pipeline
 5  corridor.  So I think there is a very deep belief in the
 6  YK Delta that everybody affected ought to have a real
 7  opportunity to have their voice heard.
 8            What we are doing is a bit of a compromise.  We
 9  have tried to spread out the meetings to ensure that every
10  subregion within the YK Delta has an opportunity for a
11  scoping meeting.  So we are trying to emphasize spreading
12  out across the subregions, but we made a commitment to
13  David in the Crooked Creek meeting that Moxie and I would
14  make some follow-up calls directly again to Lime Village,
15  Stony River, Sleetmute and to provide a briefing to
16  provide information over the phone and to do what we can
17  to ensure that they have a chance to make their voices
18  heard.
19            So we are going to come up short on some things,
20  but we are going to try really hard to make sure that all
21  of the communities have an opportunity to participate and
22  to be heard.  It's a good reminder that we have got to
23  work hard on this, David.  Thanks.
24                  MR. KUHLE: Any other questions?
25                  MR. WILLIAM VENES: My name is William
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 1  Venes, V-E-N-E-S.  And I'm from Bethel.  I'm a TKC
 2  shareholder myself.  And I'd just like to say that I hear
 3  a lot of talk about the positive benefits of the economic
 4  development in the area, which is definitely lacking, but
 5  I mean, how do you value that against the potential loss
 6  of a lot of traditional lifestyles and stuff?  I mean, I
 7  guess I hope that you really put a lot of emphasis in the
 8  EIS on traditional ways of life that will be lost and
 9  obviously cannot be really replaced.  That's my comment.
10                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  That's what
11  the EIS process is about is to identify both the positive
12  and the negative and evaluate those and look at
13  alternatives.  Thank you.
14                  MS. JUDY BITTER: My name is Judy Bittner.
15  I'm the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer, and
16  I'll be participating in the EIS process, but also wanted
17  to let folks know there is another parallel process within
18  the National Historic Preservation Act in section 106 that
19  has an opportunity for people to consult on the historic
20  properties that may or will be affected by this and
21  working out ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate those
22  adverse impacts.  And that will be going along as the EIS
23  progresses that there will be some consultation with the
24  federal agencies, the public and the interested parties on
25  that, as well.  And I'm with the Department of Natural
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 1  Resources.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  Anybody else?
 3                  MR. CALEB REDMAN: My name is Caleb
 4  Redman.  I missed most of the meeting, but -- maybe this
 5  has been addressed, but I was under the impression that
 6  this mine had the potential impact of 40 times the impact
 7  of the Pebble Mine.  Is that true, sir?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: It has --
 9                  MR. CALEB REDMAN: Forty times the
10  environmental impact.
11                  MR. KUHLE: Forty times the environmental
12  impact of Pebble?
13                  MR. CALEB REDMAN: Is that true?
14                  MR. KUHLE: I would seriously doubt it,
15  but I guess we haven't evaluated it.  That's what the EIS
16  process is for is to evaluate the impacts, but -- so, I
17  guess I'm not prepared to make a comparison to Pebble.
18                  MR. CALEB REDMAN: So you are with the
19  company, then, that is proposing, or was there -- who are
20  you exactly?  I'm not sure.
21                  MR. KUHLE: I'm having a hard time
22  understanding what you are saying.  I'm sorry.
23                  MR. CALEB REDMAN: I was curious if there
24  has ever been any type of environmental degradation in the
25  past concerning this type of development on the land and
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 1  earth.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Any type of environmental
 3  impact?
 4                  MR. CALEB REDMAN: Degradation.
 5                  MR. KUHLE: From --
 6                  MR. CALEB REDMAN: From this type of
 7  development.
 8                  MR. KUHLE: From this type of mining?
 9                  MR. BRELSFORD: Let me propose, could we
10  have a sidebar conversation after the meeting so I can
11  catch you up on some of the questions and some of the
12  material that was covered earlier and we can answer some
13  questions and make sure that you have a chance to provide
14  your comments?  But we are getting a little bit late.  I
15  see people getting antsy to go, so I don't want to really
16  go all the way back to the beginning and review a lot of
17  the previous material.  But we will follow up after the
18  session.  Okay?
19            I take it -- we are seeing body language that
20  it's about time to wrap up.  Last call if you have any
21  comments.  And I think we are on closing appreciations,
22  Don.
23                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  All right.  Thank
24  you for coming.
25             (Proceedings adjourned at 8:06 p.m.)
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Good evening.  Welcome to the
  


 3   scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental
  


 4   impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don
  


 5   Kuhle.  I'm with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  I'm
  


 6   the project manager for the EIS.  There are a number of
  


 7   cooperating agencies here who will participate in the EIS,
  


 8   and we also have a third-party contractor here, URS
  


 9   Corporation.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask
  


10   them as we go through the presentation.  If you do,
  


11   though, we ask that you identify yourself before stating a
  


12   question for our court reporter.  And if you ask more than
  


13   one question, we ask that you identify yourself each time.
  


14             Here is the agenda for tonight.  It will provide
  


15   you with an idea of the topics that we will cover.  We
  


16   will go on as to the purpose of tonight's meeting and then
  


17   the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to provide
  


18   a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has
  


19   proposed it.  And we will summarize a few issues as a way
  


20   of inviting the comments.  And we encourage you to get
  


21   involved, and we will tell you how to do that.
  


22             Donlin Gold has proposed an open pit gold mine
  


23   ten miles north of Crooked Creek on the Kuskokwim River.
  


24   And in order to comply with the National Environmental
  


25   Policy Act, or NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
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 1   be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze potential
  


 2   impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent
  


 3   of the project.  The EIS will be used in making permit
  


 4   decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping
  


 5   meetings are the first step in the EIS process.
  


 6             This map gives an overview of the project area,
  


 7   which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of
  


 8   Crooked Creek and on down to the lower Kuskokwim River.
  


 9   This is a remote area with little development to date and
  


10   no existing roads to the region.  The map shows that
  


11   existing transportation and energy infrastructure in
  


12   Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The
  


13   proposed mine will require all new infrastructure,
  


14   including roads and a pipeline, with all this subject to
  


15   permitting before the project can proceed.
  


16             This map gives an idea of the logistics and
  


17   supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
  


18   logistics of the mine include fuel and cargo from west
  


19   coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch
  


20   Harbor from ocean going ships and barges and then again to
  


21   river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel
  


22   and be transferred to river barges, and the fuel and
  


23   supplies will then be barged upriver and offloaded at a
  


24   new barge landing in Jungjuk.  There will also be a new
  


25   pipeline from Cook Inlet which will bring natural gas for
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 1   the mill.
  


 2             Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and
  


 3   we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first
  


 4   place.  The National Environmental Policy Act requires an
  


 5   EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting
  


 6   the quality of the human environment.  In this case,
  


 7   Donlin Gold has submitted an application for permits under
  


 8   section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the
  


 9   Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits will be
  


10   a major federal action and require an EIS to evaluate the
  


11   environmental impacts of the proposed project.  The EIS,
  


12   along with other applicable laws and regulations, will be
  


13   used by the Corps and by other agencies to make permit
  


14   decisions.
  


15             In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is
  


16   also required to complete public interest review and
  


17   analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act
  


18   which requires that we select the least environmentally
  


19   damaging practical alternative, and we will incorporate
  


20   the information necessary for these determinations into
  


21   the EIS.
  


22             This slide shows that there will be many
  


23   agencies, tribes and regional organizations who will work
  


24   together on the EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected
  


25   based on their permitting responsibilities and special
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 1   expertise.  As an example, the project would occur on BLM
  


 2   and State of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating
  


 3   whether to issue right-of-way permits for use of these
  


 4   lands.  Tribal governments and regional cooperators
  


 5   contribute specialized knowledge about the local area and
  


 6   resources and lands use.
  


 7             As I said previously, the EIS will be used by
  


 8   the agencies to aid in permit decisions.  It will not,
  


 9   however, replace the normal permitting authorities and
  


10   processes.
  


11             The Donlin Gold Project will require many
  


12   federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides
  


13   six examples.  I'll highlight two of them and invite you
  


14   to read the rest.  Since the project will place fill in
  


15   wetlands and other waters of the United States, the Corps
  


16   will need to make section 404 permit decisions as to
  


17   whether or not to authorize the fill.  And since a portion
  


18   of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will
  


19   need to evaluate a right-of-way permit application.  You
  


20   can find a more comprehensive list of the required permits
  


21   in the Donlin Gold application on the project website.
  


22             This slide shows there are also many permits
  


23   required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of
  


24   the State government are noted here.  For example, over 60
  


25   percent of the pipeline will be installed on State lands,
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 1   so the Department of Natural Resources will evaluate the
  


 2   right-of-way application.  Department of Environmental
  


 3   Conservation has several responsibilities for water and
  


 4   air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game
  


 5   has permitting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.
  


 6   So this overview of permits shows why various federal and
  


 7   State agencies are involved in the EIS.
  


 8             So we will turn to the milestones in the EIS.
  


 9   Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an
  


10   EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six major steps that
  


11   will be taken from now through November 2015.  The EIS
  


12   process began with a Notice of Intent that was published
  


13   in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.  That also
  


14   kicked off the scoping process, which this scoping meeting
  


15   tonight is part of that, in which we are providing
  


16   information and gathering comments.  And we will use the
  


17   information from the scoping process to develop the draft
  


18   EIS, which we expect to complete about August 2014.  These
  


19   dates from here on out are estimates.  They could possibly
  


20   change, but they are our best estimate at this time.
  


21             Once a draft EIS is completed, we will have
  


22   another review process and another round of public
  


23   meetings to gather comments and information on the draft,
  


24   and we will use that to prepare the final EIS, which we
  


25   expect to complete about October 2015.  And then the
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 1   different agencies will use the final EIS to prepare the
  


 2   Record of Decisions, and expect it to be done about
  


 3   November of 2015.  Again, these are just estimated dates
  


 4   at this time.
  


 5             One of the most important things to note about
  


 6   this slide are the two orange circles -- the gold-colored
  


 7   circles which identify the best opportunities to provide
  


 8   input into the EIS process, the first, of course, being
  


 9   the scoping process, and the second one being the review
  


10   process for the draft EIS.  So any information provided by
  


11   March 29th or the end of the scoping period will be
  


12   incorporated into the draft EIS.
  


13             The purpose of the scoping period is to provide
  


14   information and listen to residents in the affected
  


15   region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The
  


16   first is to share information about the proposed project.
  


17   And we will do this shortly in the presentation.
  


18   Information is also available on the project website and
  


19   newsletters that are being mailed out to all the affected
  


20   households.
  


21             The second purpose is to provide information
  


22   about the EIS milestones.  And that's what we showed on
  


23   the last slide to give you an idea of the time frame
  


24   involved.  The next two are to identify issues and
  


25   concerns to examine in the EIS, and to identify useful
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 1   information from communities.  And we are counting on you
  


 2   to help us with these last two.  We would like to know
  


 3   what you would like to see addressed in the EIS and if you
  


 4   have any information we can use to make informed
  


 5   decisions.
  


 6             Here is a schedule for our scoping meetings.  In
  


 7   the first week, last week, we started with the villages
  


 8   nearest the project.  Next week we will be focused on the
  


 9   lower Kuskokwim River.  And in February we will travel to
  


10   the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  And in March we
  


11   will have a final round including the middle Yukon and the
  


12   upper Kuskokwim.
  


13             This map is busy, but the color scheme
  


14   represents many subregions of the project area and helps
  


15   to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an
  


16   example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
  


17   villages nearest the proposed project.  In this subregion
  


18   we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest
  


19   to the proposed mine, and also in Aniak, which is a
  


20   subregional hub.  For the other subregions, meetings will
  


21   similarly be held in the subregional hubs.
  


22             We will stop here for a minute and see if there
  


23   is any questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Yes.
  


24   Could you state your name, please.
  


25                   MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  Lillian Koenig.  The


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







10


  
 1   information you put up there about how we can give public
  


 2   input, how do we get that information?  Can we go on-line?
  


 3   Can we download it?  I just said, for community input, you
  


 4   stated there is a finite time for that.  Can we get that
  


 5   information on-line and download that information?
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  The information should be
  


 7   available on the project website, donlingoldeis.com.
  


 8                   MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  So that's what we
  


 9   could use to give community input, we can type --
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  There is a form on there that
  


11   you can submit information on the website.  Or my e-mail
  


12   will be up here shortly.  You can send comments directly
  


13   to me, if you like.
  


14                   MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  Okay.  So one of my
  


15   questions probably would be:  What kind of jobs will be
  


16   available for the general public if that mine does go
  


17   through, and how do you incorporate us in those jobs?
  


18   Because one thing I notice about Alaska is that so many
  


19   young people, you know, with the Slope and the oil, they
  


20   think, oh, I'm going to get these great jobs, and they
  


21   don't.  And it's a pipe dream.  And they bring in people
  


22   from everywhere but here.  So if that goes through -- and
  


23   eventually it probably will -- how will you get, you know,
  


24   your workers?  Will you bring them in and fly them out and
  


25   in, or do you promise to give these young people who are
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 1   graduating from high school jobs in the near future?
  


 2             Thank you.
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, the hiring process will
  


 4   be done by Donlin Gold.  I guess, you know, we are open to
  


 5   any comments you would like to make, you know, as far as,
  


 6   you know, how you would like to -- you know, some of the
  


 7   issues that you mentioned that you would like to see
  


 8   addressed.  But at this point, the Corps of Engineers will
  


 9   not be involved in the hiring process.
  


10                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question that
  


11   really helps us focus on the purpose of the scoping
  


12   meeting tonight.  Of course, it's a central concern in the
  


13   region and across Alaska, what will be the socioeconomic
  


14   opportunities associated with the Donlin Gold Mine, the
  


15   proposed mine.  Tonight what we are doing is putting
  


16   issues on the table for complete analysis in the EIS.  And
  


17   so the question that our friend raised about what would be
  


18   the workforce development, the hiring practices, what
  


19   would be the socioeconomic, employment and income impacts
  


20   from the Donlin Gold Project, that will be a detailed
  


21   section in the draft EIS that will come out in November of
  


22   2014.
  


23             Again, tonight what we are trying to do is be
  


24   sure that we understand the targets for that analysis.  So
  


25   we are not generally going to speculate about the outcome
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 1   of that analysis.  We really want to gather that input and
  


 2   then we will work on it and bring that back to the public
  


 3   in a draft EIS.
  


 4             I think Don had offered to do this a little
  


 5   informally.  We had one request from a fellow who would
  


 6   like to testify early rather than waiting to the
  


 7   conclusion.  Would that be suitable?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  Sure.
  


 9                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So name first and so on.
  


10                   MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Yes.  Thank you.  My name
  


11   is Tom Lakosh.  I'm an Anchorage resident here.  And the
  


12   concerns that I have are similar to that that cropped up
  


13   with the Pebble Mine about bonding and regulatory
  


14   provisions for what an in perpetuity bond would look like
  


15   and how it would handle situations to maintain
  


16   impermeability of the drainage and isolated from the
  


17   hydrologic system, particularly if, in fact, there might
  


18   be contingency for a tailings dam failure included in that
  


19   bonding and replacement of impermeable -- an impermeable
  


20   state.
  


21             I understand that there is supposed to be a
  


22   lining underneath the tailings pile to keep the hydrologic
  


23   system separate from the acid mine drainage or the
  


24   tailings drainage, but that -- I've never heard of
  


25   anything that can act in perpetuity underneath that


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







13


  
 1   pile -- that tailings piling.  And I'm wondering if there
  


 2   has been a contingency to place an impermeable cap over
  


 3   the pilings to prevent the intrusion of rainwater and pond
  


 4   water into the tailings that would produce the acid
  


 5   drainage and how exactly, you know, that's going to figure
  


 6   into the amount of bonding that's provided.
  


 7             Can you answer any of those questions at this
  


 8   time or have a discussion about that circumstance?
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, I think at this
  


10   time we are taking comments of what the concerns are.  And
  


11   all those issues that are identified will be evaluated and
  


12   analyzed.  You know, you are bringing up some good
  


13   questions but, you know -- and it's being taken down on
  


14   the record here.  And those things will be addressed in
  


15   the EIS.
  


16                   MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Right.  And to the extent
  


17   that there is a need for an in perpetuity care for the
  


18   facility, I believe it should include funds necessary to
  


19   remediate a dam failure, a tailings dam failure,
  


20   impoundment failure, as well as in perpetuity capping and
  


21   prevention of intrusion of pond and rainwater into the
  


22   tailings to prevent creation of drainage that would
  


23   otherwise eventually circumvent any underlining that may
  


24   be placed, which clearly cannot last in perpetuity.
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  So I guess as far as the
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 1   bonding, yes, the State has a bonding program.  So if
  


 2   there were -- a bond will be required.  And your other
  


 3   issues, again, we -- you know, we are taking note of those
  


 4   and it will be evaluated in the EIS.
  


 5                   MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


 6                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, we had another
  


 7   request for somebody to testify early.  I think it's a
  


 8   special circumstance.  We are going to have to ask
  


 9   everybody to work with us together on this.  I think we
  


10   want to accommodate folks as much as we can but not
  


11   totally lose track of the next steps in the presentation.
  


12   So if you are okay with this, I'm going to go ahead with
  


13   one more testimony now, and then we will turn to the next
  


14   section of the presentation that will talk about the
  


15   proposed mine components, the project components.
  


16                   MS. LOUISE DONHAUSER:  My name is Louise
  


17   Donhauser.  My address is 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200,
  


18   Anchorage, AK 99501.  For this Donlin Gold Project EIS, I
  


19   am providing this comment and including 19 additional
  


20   pages which I will not read but are inclusive of this
  


21   January 22, 2013 Donlin Gold Project EIS.  Thank you for
  


22   your time.  Signature, Louise Donhauser.  Louise
  


23   Donhauser, 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200, Anchorage, AK
  


24   99501.  Thank you.
  


25                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Tony, are you ready to
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 1   move forward, or did you want to ask comments looking at
  


 2   the EIS -- do you have comments on the EIS?  Here is a
  


 3   question about the EIS process perhaps.  Please go ahead.
  


 4                   MR. TONY VASKA:  Hello.  My name is Tony
  


 5   Vaska.  I'm a shareholder in The Kuskokwim Corporation and
  


 6   the Calista Corporation.  When was the last time you read
  


 7   the Federal Register?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  I read the notice.  We just
  


 9   published it on December 14.
  


10                   MR. TONY VASKA:  How often do you think
  


11   people from the villages will read the Federal Register as
  


12   part of the EIS process?
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm guessing it's not often,
  


14   but the Federal Register is just one means in which we are
  


15   making the information regarding the project available.
  


16                   MR. TONY VASKA:  And do you have a
  


17   translator explaining the process in detail?  Because it's
  


18   a very complicated process.
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  What was the question?  Do we
  


20   have a translator?
  


21                   MR. TONY VASKA:  Yes, for the EIS.
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  We have translators involved
  


23   in the process, yes.  We had a translator when we were in
  


24   Bethel last week.  We have had translators available at
  


25   the meetings, and we intend to have them available
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 1   whenever necessary.
  


 2                   MR. TONY VASKA:  The last EIS process I
  


 3   went through was the Outer Continental Shelf Aleutian
  


 4   Shelf stoppage in 1978, and it was complicated primarily
  


 5   because the deep water regulations were still being
  


 6   developed, and they are complicated in how you do that.
  


 7   Very few people in Alaska will read the Federal Register.
  


 8   So it needs to be done not only in the local newspapers,
  


 9   but in the local languages in the area because an EIS
  


10   process is complicated.  Just the beginning is
  


11   complicated.  And my concern is that you are not
  


12   enunciating clearly enough to people who will be affected
  


13   the most by the process.  And what steps are you taking to
  


14   make sure that that happens?
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  As I said, you know, we are
  


16   taking what we believe is an adequate approach.  We are
  


17   providing translators whenever necessary, but information
  


18   besides the website is -- there is newsletters going out
  


19   to every household in the affected regions.  I guess I
  


20   would welcome any recommendations you have as to how we
  


21   can improve on that.  If you feel there are people that
  


22   are not receiving adequate information, we would certainly
  


23   like to be made aware of that during the -- as soon as
  


24   possible.  But I mean, I -- we have heard your concern and
  


25   it's -- I guess we will take --
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 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  If I could, let me -- I
  


 2   neglected to introduce myself a few minutes ago.  I'm
  


 3   Taylor Brelsford, and I lead the technical team that
  


 4   provides support to the Army Corps of Engineers for this
  


 5   project.  I think the gist of Tony's comment is about
  


 6   ensuring the people affected by the proposed project have
  


 7   effective information and effective opportunity to raise
  


 8   their voices on this.  And I can say that several of the
  


 9   folks on our team have lived and worked in rural Alaska
  


10   over the years and have a pretty strong personal interest
  


11   in ensuring that we do everything we can think of to
  


12   provide that bridge of communication.
  


13             So the newsletter went to 7,000 households.  I
  


14   think that's a pretty wide distribution.  And those
  


15   newsletters will go out throughout the course of the EIS
  


16   to try to build little by little more understanding.  Don
  


17   appeared on a radio program, a call-in program, with a
  


18   translator at KYUK last week, and we will try to do that
  


19   again when we are out in the YK Delta.  So regular
  


20   broadcasts would be one more tool.  We actually are
  


21   advertising and trying to take advantage of
  


22   teleconferencing so that folks can participate and listen
  


23   to those questions.
  


24             And finally, the website is a growing tool in
  


25   public communication.  It includes a lot of detailed
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 1   information, more than we are going into tonight, but also
  


 2   an automatic comment sheet so you can just fill out
  


 3   something, and it's posted to the record automatically.
  


 4             So I want to say we, too, want to do the right
  


 5   thing on this kind of outreach so the people in the
  


 6   community have a chance to understand the project, to
  


 7   think about what it would mean in their lives, to the
  


 8   land, the waters that they've used for generations.  And
  


 9   as we move towards the final decision, there has really
  


10   been a thorough discussion of impacts and a thorough
  


11   opportunity for the communities to be heard.
  


12             So I thank you for speaking with passion about
  


13   the affected -- how important this is to the communities
  


14   in the region.  We all need to do our best on this.  So
  


15   thanks.
  


16                   MR. TONY VASKA:  I've got one more
  


17   question, and that is:  How do you tie this to the
  


18   leaching of mercury from Red Devil?  And I had fish
  


19   tonight, but it wasn't Kuskokwim fish.  It was Kenai River
  


20   reds.  Why?  Because I couldn't go fishing at all.
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  I think you are getting into
  


22   more of the other issues that we will talk about later.
  


23   Mercury is one of the issues that we are well aware of and
  


24   we will look at it in several areas.  And that will be
  


25   mentioned later in the program.
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 1             Any other questions on the EIS process before we
  


 2   move on?
  


 3             Okay.  We will now move on to a summary of the
  


 4   mining project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is
  


 5   a 50/50 partnership between two large international mining
  


 6   companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold
  


 7   deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native
  


 8   corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface
  


 9   owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.
  


10   This is a very large project, as you can see, expecting to
  


11   produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
  


12   life span of -- an operational life span of 27 and a half
  


13   years, and processing 59,000 tons of ore each day.
  


14                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me check in.  Somebody
  


15   has joined us on the teleconference.  This is the Donlin
  


16   Gold EIS scoping meeting in Anchorage.
  


17                   MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yeah.  This is Kate
  


18   Thalhouser from Georgetown Tribal Council.
  


19                   MR. BRELSFORD:  We are about a third of
  


20   the way through Donlin's presentation.  And when we pause
  


21   for comments, I'll try and put my elbow in and see if we
  


22   can make sure you have an opportunity to ask questions or
  


23   comments along the way.
  


24                   MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Okay.  Sorry to
  


25   interrupt.
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 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Are you able to hear Don
  


 2   easily when he's speaking?
  


 3                   MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yeah.  I can hear
  


 4   him.
  


 5                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Thanks.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  And we have noted that the
  


 7   Donlin Gold Project would be located in a remote part of
  


 8   the state, stretching from Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim
  


 9   Valley.  This area is home to some 66 communities that
  


10   might be affected by the project.  In many communities the
  


11   project might affect lands and resources that are used for
  


12   subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This project
  


13   will face an extensive set of legal requirements with many
  


14   permits and many agencies involved.
  


15             The diagram at the top of this slide shows the
  


16   timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked
  


17   on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16
  


18   years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We
  


19   are now moving -- we are now starting the three-year
  


20   permitting period, first step of which is the scoping
  


21   meetings, which is why we are here tonight.
  


22             At the conclusion of the EIS process, the
  


23   agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If the
  


24   permits are issued, Donlin Gold can proceed with three to
  


25   four years of construction and then an estimated 27 and a
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 1   half years of operations.  At the conclusion of the active
  


 2   life of the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for
  


 3   closure and reclamation.  This includes decommissioning
  


 4   the mill facilities and the pipeline and covering over the
  


 5   waste treatment or the tailings storage facility and the
  


 6   waste rock storage facilities.  The land will be
  


 7   recontoured and native vegetation will be planted.
  


 8             Now I'll turn to the major components of the
  


 9   project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The
  


10   pipeline will be buried, not up on supports like the
  


11   Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe.  It
  


12   will not generate heat and will not damage permafrost.
  


13   Where it crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be
  


14   installed below the river bed using horizontal directional
  


15   drilling, or HDD, as shown in the center photo at the top
  


16   of the slide.  For example, this technique will be used to
  


17   cross the Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George
  


18   River.
  


19             The image of the block valve on the right side
  


20   of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way will not
  


21   be fenced off, so it will not block access to subsistence
  


22   use areas.  The right-of-way will be brushed every ten
  


23   years to provide continued access for monitoring and
  


24   maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process will
  


25   not leave a road along the right-of-way.  The design will
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 1   allow access, but after construction no improved access
  


 2   for vehicles and no bridges at the water crossings.
  


 3                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Pause for a second.  Do we
  


 4   have another person joining the teleconference for the
  


 5   Donlin Gold EIS scoping meeting?  A mystery participant.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This slide shows that
  


 7   the pipeline would start at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range
  


 8   over Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the
  


 9   Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue
  


10   west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline
  


11   would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM
  


12   lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.
  


13             Note the blue segment where an alternate
  


14   pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the
  


15   Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally
  


16   proposed route at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary
  


17   alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently
  


18   notified the Corps that this alternative is under
  


19   consideration and will be examined during geotechnical
  


20   investigations during the coming summer.
  


21             This slide shows the project components at the
  


22   mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
  


23   Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover
  


24   1,400 acres.  It will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide and
  


25   1,850 feet deep near the end of the operational life of
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 1   the mine.
  


 2             Number two is a tailings impoundment,
  


 3   technically referred to as a waste treatment facility,
  


 4   which would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
  


 5   square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like
  


 6   material that is left after the gold has been removed from
  


 7   the mill.  Number three is the waste rock facility which
  


 8   would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that is
  


 9   removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major
  


10   facilities support the mill and should process about
  


11   59,000 tons of ore per day.
  


12             This is an overview of the major transportation
  


13   infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
  


14   facilities in Bethel to transfer the cargo and fuel to
  


15   river barges.  The barges, again, would go up the
  


16   Kuskokwim River to a new barge landing at Jungjuk, and
  


17   from there the fuel and cargo would be transferred by way
  


18   of a new 30-mile road from the port to the mine site.
  


19   Also at the mine site, or near the mine site would be a
  


20   new 5,000-foot airstrip and a 40-million-gallon diesel
  


21   storage facility.
  


22             The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk will
  


23   extend about 1,000 feet along the river bank and about
  


24   1,500 feet back from the river bank for a total of 26
  


25   acres.  Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic
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 1   on the Kuskokwim River to transport the supplies and
  


 2   diesel fuel, with the fuel being needed to power the large
  


 3   mining equipment and the trucks.  Fuel barges will be
  


 4   double-hulled.
  


 5             The average navigation season will be about 110
  


 6   days per year.  There would be about three barge tow
  


 7   passings per day, meaning that if you were at any point on
  


 8   the river you could expect to see three barge tows, either
  


 9   two up and one down or one up and two down, most likely.
  


10   There would be four barges per tow.  And there would be
  


11   about 64 cargo barge tows per season and 58 fuel barge
  


12   tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry about 550 tons
  


13   each and the fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons each.
  


14   Note that the shipping season, barge tow frequency and
  


15   number of barge loads would be roughly the same both
  


16   during construction and during operation of the project.
  


17             Additional infrastructure includes a
  


18   construction camp of 2,500 beds which would support a
  


19   construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes
  


20   some smaller remote camps for pipeline construction.  The
  


21   permanent camp has 600 beds and will support a workforce
  


22   of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning about
  


23   only half of the workforce would be on site at any given
  


24   time.
  


25             Okay.  We will pause for any questions on the


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







25


  
 1   Donlin project and its components.  Any questions before
  


 2   we move on?
  


 3                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Take a second and see if
  


 4   anybody on the line has questions about this section of
  


 5   the presentation.  This was concerning project components.
  


 6   Kate, are you still with us?
  


 7                   MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yes, I'm still here.
  


 8   Sorry.  I had the mute on.
  


 9                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Good teleconference
  


10   manners.  Any questions or comments?
  


11                   MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  No, not yet.
  


12   Thanks.
  


13                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.
  


14                   MR. CARL WASSILIE:  My name is Carl
  


15   Wassilie, C-A-R-L W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  Thanks again for
  


16   holding this public meeting.  I think it's really
  


17   important to get the public involved at the earliest stage
  


18   as possible.  I was wondering about -- you had the barge
  


19   infrastructure slide up there.  And one of the concerns I
  


20   keep coming across is similar to the Shell Oil grounding.
  


21   The barges -- which direction are the barges going to be
  


22   going?  Are they going to be going down the Pacific Coast
  


23   or are they going to be going to China?  Or which
  


24   direction are the barges going to be going?  Are they
  


25   going to be going through False Pass?  Are they going to
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 1   be taking a route that goes along the whole coastline of
  


 2   the state or the Aleutian Chain?  Which direction are the
  


 3   barges going?  I think the scoping should include that
  


 4   part of the infrastructure.
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  I think one of the earlier
  


 6   slides kind of showed the route, that the fuel and cargo
  


 7   would come from west coast of the United States up,
  


 8   transport to Dutch Harbor where fuel would be transferred
  


 9   from ocean-going ships to the fuel barges which would go
  


10   to Bethel where they will be downloaded to smaller river
  


11   barges for transport up the river.  So I think that slide,
  


12   you know, pretty clearly shows how that was presented to
  


13   us.  Do you remember seeing that?
  


14                   MR. CARL WASSILIE:  Yeah, I do remember
  


15   seeing that.  So that was going in.  What about the barges
  


16   carrying mercury out?  Where does that mercury go?  How
  


17   would that transportation infrastructure look like when
  


18   you are addressing the mercury risk?  You have to include
  


19   the communities at Dutch Harbor, wherever else they might
  


20   be transferring.
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess I don't know offhand.
  


22   I guess we would have to take note of that comment, unless
  


23   Taylor has more information.  But I don't know at this
  


24   point as far as the exact route that mercury -- co-product
  


25   mercury would take.  So I guess I just don't know that at


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







27


  
 1   this point.  I guess we will take that as a comment and
  


 2   make sure that is addressed.  And it would be -- you know,
  


 3   it would be addressed in the draft EIS, and you would have
  


 4   a chance to comment on it for the final EIS.
  


 5                   MR. BRIAN COYLE:  My name is Brian Coyle.
  


 6   Quick question.  Since there will be three passings a day,
  


 7   what is the current traffic on the river?  How much of an
  


 8   increase is this is what I'd be getting at.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  It's a substantial increase.
  


10   I don't know offhand what the exact traffic is, but as I
  


11   understand it, it's -- I believe it's probably one or less
  


12   per day now.  But I don't really know.  That's just my
  


13   guess.
  


14                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's more on the
  


15   order of one per week or one per ten days.
  


16                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess it sounds like
  


17   it's more on the order of one per week or one every ten
  


18   days.  So it will be a substantial increase.
  


19                   MR. BRIAN COYLE:  I'd like to see the EIS
  


20   have some analysis of what that additional traffic would
  


21   be.
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  It definitely will.
  


23                   MR. JOSEPH BALDWIN:  My name is Joseph
  


24   Baldwin.  I have a similar question having to do with the
  


25   impact of the increased traffic from Bethel upriver.  And
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 1   my concern here is mostly experience on the Kenai where
  


 2   increased boat traffic had considerable impact on the
  


 3   vegetation along the river.  And having lived in Aniak in
  


 4   the past, I know that increased traffic would cause
  


 5   considerable damage to the bank on the river, plus
  


 6   possibly disrupt fishing activities during the critical
  


 7   summer period.  I hope that impact statement doesn't
  


 8   ignore the traffic route.  Your project mentions that you
  


 9   have a transportation route, and I hope the impact
  


10   statement will address that, too.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  We will definitely include
  


12   that.  And that will be addressed in the impact -- in the
  


13   EIS.  Thank you.
  


14                   MR. SID ATWOOD:  Thank you.  My name is
  


15   Sid Atwood.  What I'm wanting to address when you brought
  


16   up barges is the fuel barges that haven't been able to
  


17   make it up river lately.  We were at Nikolai in 2009 when
  


18   we had that wonderful bonus of $1,200 for everybody to
  


19   spend, so we went and saw how the people were doing.  And
  


20   the barge couldn't make it to Nikolai, so they had to pay
  


21   quite a bit of money for flying in fuel.  This is
  


22   happening quite a bit.  There is about half of the ponds
  


23   in the Arctic now that are not ponds anymore.  So as water
  


24   goes down -- I know you're talking about long term, and I
  


25   want you to be sure to look at do we have water level.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
  


 2                   MR. HARRY CRAWFORD:  My name is Harry
  


 3   Crawford.  And I saw that the pipeline, the gas pipeline
  


 4   was coming from Beluga.  And we are having problems with
  


 5   deliverability today, so 27 and a half years of
  


 6   production, how much gas are you going to use and where is
  


 7   it going to come from?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess, you know, we
  


 9   are aware that the gas situation in Cook Inlet has changed
  


10   a lot in the last few years and expect that there will be
  


11   changes in the coming years.  And because of that, Donlin
  


12   hasn't provided a specific plan regarding that yet, but it
  


13   will be considered in the EIS as, you know -- it will be
  


14   one of the issues that will definitely be addressed.  And
  


15   we will have to take a closer look at that on the best
  


16   information available.
  


17                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John,
  


18   and I'm from the village of Crooked Creek.  And my concern
  


19   is the water level, like that guy was saying earlier.  And
  


20   you know, as everybody knows, we have fish going up and
  


21   down the river even through the wintertime.  And how will
  


22   it affect me and my community?  You know, if you guys do
  


23   have an accident, are you prepared to cover it or what?
  


24   I'd like -- we have salmon coming up every spring, and in
  


25   the fall time we have whitefish and lingcod coming up, and
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 1   grayling.  With that many barges going up and down the
  


 2   river, will it affect the salmon that's going up?
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are certainly aware
  


 4   that the barge traffic could have a potential effect on
  


 5   salmon and, as you will see later, we are looking at fish
  


 6   habitat as one of the issues that we will be addressing.
  


 7   So the fact that we have heard that concern already and
  


 8   the fact that you are bringing it up, it will be in the
  


 9   record and it definitely will be addressed.  I don't have
  


10   the answer because I can't quantify those impacts at this
  


11   point, but that's the purpose of our scoping meeting is to
  


12   hear these concerns.  So we will look at that.
  


13                   MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  My name is Doug
  


14   Molyneaux.  Last name is M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And my
  


15   comment also has to do with the water level.  The
  


16   discharge into the Kuskokwim River is driven in pretty
  


17   good share from glacier meltwater in the headwaters there.
  


18   And as Sid Atwood has mentioned, there has been a tendency
  


19   in recent years of really low water levels.  I think some
  


20   of that is the glaciers are drying up, as well as some of
  


21   the water percolating through the tundra.
  


22             But over the length of the life of the project,
  


23   we are likely to see a big change in those glaciers and
  


24   how much discharge is coming through.  And I just wanted
  


25   to make sure that that's being accounted for, projecting
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 1   discharge and changes in discharge that might occur.
  


 2             And also originally there was plans on having a
  


 3   barge station at Crow Village downstream of Aniak, and now
  


 4   the new station is upstream of Aniak quite a ways.  Any
  


 5   comments on how -- as to the water depth between those two
  


 6   locations?
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess I don't have specific
  


 8   information in that regard.  I'm sure Donlin has studied
  


 9   it extensively before they made their change to go further
  


10   up the river.  As far as the glacial melt and that, that's
  


11   a good point to bring up and, you know, we will mention
  


12   later that we are also looking at potential impacts of
  


13   global warming.  So that's, I guess, somewhat related to
  


14   that.
  


15                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So addressing another
  


16   aspect of your question, Doug, you are drawing attention
  


17   to alternatives and alternatives in design as the project
  


18   has matured.  So Donlin considered many approaches on
  


19   transportation and energy sources for the mine project.  I
  


20   believe that the former design you are referring to looked
  


21   at Birch Tree Crossing downstream from Aniak.  And at that
  


22   stage they were planning to fuel the entire operation on
  


23   the basis of barged-in fuel.
  


24             And subsequently the gas pipeline was developed
  


25   as a design -- as a component so that the power source for
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 1   the electrical generation of the mine is by natural gas
  


 2   from the pipeline, which drastically reduced the fuel
  


 3   requirement to be barged in.  And as a result, I think
  


 4   there is some scenario building about low water conditions
  


 5   and how many effective trips you are likely to fit into a
  


 6   season.  And that led to this current design, one that we
  


 7   are evaluating as the proposed project with the barge
  


 8   traffic that's outlined here and Jungjuk as the port site.
  


 9   But there will be other alternatives analyzed in the EIS,
  


10   perhaps on energy sources or transportation corridors and
  


11   so on.
  


12             So your comment is really helpful in reminding
  


13   that an EIS doesn't just look at one approach to meeting
  


14   the project purposes.  We want to develop alternative
  


15   footprints, alternative approaches that would have
  


16   different environmental consequences so that there could
  


17   be some comparison.  And this example of turning to
  


18   natural gas through pipeline versus much more intensive
  


19   barging for fuel sources, that's an example of the
  


20   development alternatives in coming to the current design
  


21   of the project.
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will talk now about
  


23   some example issues and invite your ideas.  The purpose of
  


24   the scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.
  


25   One major area is water resources.  The project is
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 1   designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted
  


 2   water, but there will still be concerns.  Some examples
  


 3   are noted on this slide.
  


 4             Streams and other surface waters will be
  


 5   diverted away from and around mining activities in order
  


 6   to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
  


 7   Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
  


 8   process and could affect base loads in nearby streams.
  


 9   Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
  


10   adjacent groundwater levels and again affect nearby
  


11   streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
  


12   could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock,
  


13   tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed
  


14   to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.
  


15             Air quality is also important, and this slide
  


16   shows some examples of issues.  There will be several
  


17   sources of emissions, including a large number of large
  


18   mining vehicles.  There would be a 227-megawatt power
  


19   plant and dust created by removing and processing the
  


20   overburden, waste rock and ore.  Climate change is a
  


21   growing concern and will need to be considered, as large
  


22   amounts of hydrocarbons will be burned.
  


23             Mercury will be looked at in several areas.
  


24   Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be
  


25   released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
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 1   emissions could occur during the milling process.  And any
  


 2   mercury co-product would require careful storage and
  


 3   transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and
  


 4   hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures
  


 5   and emergency response plans will be crucial in preventing
  


 6   spills.
  


 7             Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
  


 8   and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
  


 9   subsistence, and traditional land uses.  The proposed
  


10   project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
  


11   10,000 would be for the mine site and related
  


12   infrastructure, and about 6,000 would be for the pipeline.
  


13   These areas would be impacted by excavation, filling,
  


14   vegetation removal, or other disturbance.  6,900 acres
  


15   would be wetlands.
  


16             Fish and wildlife, there could be habitat loss
  


17   or reduced habitat value for those 16,300 acres that I
  


18   mentioned.  There could also be disturbance of individual
  


19   animals.  I've already talked somewhat about the increase
  


20   in barge traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land
  


21   uses would be affected by loss of land to development.
  


22             Here is more examples of issues and concerns,
  


23   and these are focused on the communities, cultural
  


24   resources, and recreation.  Community life would be
  


25   affected by a new workforce from 3,000 construction
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 1   workers and 1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new
  


 2   employment and income, but there would also be many
  


 3   effects on the community and human health.  Cultural
  


 4   resources, both archeological and historic, that exist in
  


 5   the area might be disturbed or destroyed.  Recreational
  


 6   and visual resources might be affected by new structures
  


 7   and mining operations.
  


 8             For all of these issues in the EIS process we
  


 9   will look first at ways that these impacts could be
  


10   avoided.  If not possible to avoid them, how could they be
  


11   minimized and how any remaining impacts could be
  


12   mitigated.
  


13             To conclude, we know that this proposed project
  


14   and land and resources are important to you, and we would
  


15   like to emphasize that there are several ways to get
  


16   involved in the EIS process.  You are already doing the
  


17   most important thing by being here tonight.  You can also
  


18   visit our website for more information and to submit
  


19   comments, or you can contact me directly.  And my direct
  


20   phone line and my e-mail are provided on the slide.
  


21             Or if you have any tribal matters, you can
  


22   contact our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer.  And her
  


23   direct phone line and e-mail are also provided here.
  


24   Tribal governments also have the opportunity to enter into
  


25   government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
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 1   process from an EIS and cooperating agency status.  Amanda
  


 2   and I have had two teleconferences with tribes so far to
  


 3   discuss being a cooperating agency or participating in a
  


 4   government-to-government.  We expect that there will be
  


 5   others.
  


 6             So that's the end of our presentation.  We would
  


 7   like to hear more of your comments.  If you would like to
  


 8   testify, I'm going to ask you to do so.  We ask if you do
  


 9   that, again, state your name so that our court reporter
  


10   can hear it.  And if you read from written comments, we
  


11   would like that you leave a copy so that she can
  


12   accurately get them in the record.
  


13             Okay.  We asked people to indicate when they
  


14   signed in if they wished to provide any comments, and the
  


15   first one on our list is Sharon Cissna.
  


16                   MS. KIM WETZEL:  She may be next door.
  


17                   MR. KUHLE:  We'll move on.  If she comes
  


18   in, I'll just give her a second chance.  Next one is Sid
  


19   Atwood.
  


20                   UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  He went to get
  


21   her.
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  Tom Lakosh.
  


23                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think Tom was the guy
  


24   that spoke earlier.
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  Marleanna Hall.
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 1                   MS. MARLEANNA HALL:  Hi.  Good evening.
  


 2   My name is Marleanna, M-A-R-L-E-A-N-N-A, Hall, H-A-L-L.
  


 3   And I'm a projects coordinator at the Resource Development
  


 4   Council for Alaska.  RDC is a statewide business
  


 5   association comprised of individuals and companies from
  


 6   Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and
  


 7   fisheries industries.  RDC's membership includes a lot of
  


 8   Native corporations, local communities, organized labor
  


 9   and industry support firms.  RDC's purpose is to encourage
  


10   a strong diversified private sector in Alaska and expand
  


11   the state's economic base through the responsible
  


12   development of our natural resources.
  


13             The Donlin project is located in a region of
  


14   Alaska that experiences some of the highest unemployment
  


15   rates and has very few other opportunities.  Through the
  


16   exploration stages, Donlin has shown a strong commitment
  


17   to local hire and for supporting communities and cultures
  


18   in the region.  A project like this is a truly rare
  


19   opportunity to improve the local economy where few other
  


20   opportunities exist.  If developed, RDC believes it will
  


21   be done in a way that creates opportunity for local
  


22   employment and economic growth while protecting the
  


23   subsistence resources and culture of the region and
  


24   protecting the environment.
  


25             RDC urges the Corps to include the following in
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 1   the EIS:  The social and economic benefits of this project
  


 2   to the region, state, and the nation; the potential for
  


 3   lower cost energy options to the region; and job
  


 4   opportunities leading to reduced out-migration, which will
  


 5   help maintain rural schools.
  


 6             RDC supports a rigorous permitting process that
  


 7   reviews and analyzes all potential impacts, including the
  


 8   positive economic ones.  Alaska has seven existing large
  


 9   mines that were permitted under the rigorous review of
  


10   NEPA and the scientifically based permitting process that
  


11   includes over 60 major state and federal permits and
  


12   authorizations.  Alaska's existing mines are operating to
  


13   the highest standards and in harmony with our renewable
  


14   resources.  Donlin's project description demonstrates an
  


15   understanding of environmental concerns, and it features
  


16   vigorous environmental management principles.
  


17             We look forward to participating in the public
  


18   process for this project which will likely provide
  


19   responsible economic prospects for this region and for
  


20   Alaska while protecting subsistence resources.  Further,
  


21   the EIS process gives Alaskans adequate time to fully
  


22   review the project documents and to provide input on the
  


23   plans.
  


24             Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this
  


25   important project.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







39


  
 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Is Sharon Cissna
  


 2   in the room?
  


 3                   MS. SHARON CISSNA:  I'm in the room.  And
  


 4   am I supposed to be asking a question?
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, right now we are taking
  


 6   testimony.  I guess if you have a specific question, we
  


 7   can try to answer it.
  


 8                   MS. SHARON CISSNA:  All right.  Yes.  I --
  


 9   I really do have a concern, and that's what I am here to
  


10   do is to state some of the work that I have been doing
  


11   over the last number of years looking at health in Alaska.
  


12   And this project is one of those, like so many projects
  


13   that we have in the state, that really meets one of the
  


14   issues that we really have not been dealing with, and
  


15   that's really health and the impact on the health of our
  


16   people in Alaska by the different projects that are
  


17   occurring.
  


18             And we, as the former -- I am a past State
  


19   Representative and served for 14 years in the Alaska State
  


20   House and was the co-chair of the nine years that we had
  


21   the Legislative Health Caucus.  And we did have a forum on
  


22   health and the impacts of developments to the people in
  


23   the state of Alaska and did have one of the -- one of the
  


24   scientists from the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
  


25   who spoke to us about the water safety issue.  And his
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 1   testimony we actually heard in a forum with a number of
  


 2   legislators.  And it was really pretty sobering that we
  


 3   had several different community members that were not far
  


 4   from the site of the mine that you are talking about.  And
  


 5   they were talking about the lack of safe water in their
  


 6   communities.
  


 7             And the legislators were surprised and didn't
  


 8   realize that Alaska had communities that didn't have safe
  


 9   water.  And I don't know if it's been discussed here, but
  


10   that in Alaska we have somewhere in the mid 70s of the
  


11   state has safe water.  So we are a very strange category
  


12   compared to other states, in that the rest of the United
  


13   States has 99 point something safe water.  And that
  


14   includes some of the more socially and economically
  


15   challenged places in the country.  The kinds of statistics
  


16   that you get in communities without safe water are that
  


17   the children are the first ones that get hit, and they are
  


18   taken away to hospitals in other places.
  


19             Rural Alaska is a category different than any
  


20   one other place in our country because of how very distant
  


21   it is from those places that in the rest of the country
  


22   you do have ways to easily get to hospitals, to the
  


23   different kinds of services you have.
  


24             It's my concern and what I wanted to state was
  


25   is that unfortunately in Alaska we have not spent the time
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 1   and energy and funding -- it's been huge amounts of
  


 2   funding we have spent without the time to really make sure
  


 3   that that funding is being spent in a way that really does
  


 4   get results, as in safe water.
  


 5             So most of the communities where mining is going
  


 6   to occur, where any kind of extraction is going to occur,
  


 7   the people that live there, they have a right to live
  


 8   there.  They have been there for, in most cases, thousands
  


 9   of years.  They are really forced with amazing impacts
  


10   that are going to jeopardize their more than well-being.
  


11   Their whole survival is being challenged.
  


12             And I really want to have anyone in any of these
  


13   kinds of meetings to really begin to demand that in our
  


14   state we start really addressing health issues, not just
  


15   making money.  Making money is important, but we appear to
  


16   spend enormous amounts more money than is necessary if, in
  


17   fact, we did take the responsibility to pay attention to
  


18   the populations where, in fact, these projects do occur.
  


19   And they are very precious populations because they
  


20   understand the land and how to live in that land more than
  


21   anyone else does.  So I hope that you will consider this
  


22   when you are thinking about this project.
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person
  


24   is Sid Atwood.
  


25                   MR. SID ATWOOD:  Thank you.  Okay.  My
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 1   name is Sid Atwood.  I did already talk about my concern
  


 2   about the low water, which isn't going to increase.  The
  


 3   barge traffic is worse as time goes on.  But as Ms. Sharon
  


 4   Cissna just mentioned, we went by canoe down the Yukon and
  


 5   talked to different communities.  Actually, we started up
  


 6   on the Tanana.  And that's the way to go see people.
  


 7             Anyway, yeah, where the State does mention safe
  


 8   water, it wasn't really true because at one point there
  


 9   was, but things have failed and so safe water is the big
  


10   thing that we are looking to see.  There is way too many
  


11   diseases and so forth that happen.  And the population out
  


12   there needs to be standing up and feeling proud for
  


13   themselves instead of the other way around.  We are losing
  


14   people left and right to suicide.  Okay.  Thank you.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Carl Wassilie.
  


16                   MR. CARL WASSILIE:  You have my name.
  


17   Thank you.  There is a couple things.  You know, the
  


18   toxins that inhibit fish production is at a critical
  


19   point.  We have to use the best available technology to
  


20   capture the toxins that inhibit fish production because
  


21   the fish are critical to the health and well-being of the
  


22   people out there.  One of our traditional customary ways
  


23   of sharing goes beyond the Kuskokwim watershed.
  


24   Anchorage, Alaska is the largest village.  And there's a
  


25   lot of sharing of subsistence resources in which families
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 1   traditionally travel back and forth between Anchorage and
  


 2   the Kuskokwim area.  I think it's really important to
  


 3   ensure that we capture these fish inhibitors or at least
  


 4   address that and study it.
  


 5             And then the mercury, we definitely need to
  


 6   continue to address that with a mercury risk assessment
  


 7   from cradle to grave and then the continuation of
  


 8   addressing the characterization of the rock for acid mine
  


 9   drainage.
  


10             As I mentioned before in Bethel, there is
  


11   concern about the -- that rock characterization, that
  


12   mineral characterization there, potential for acid mine
  


13   drainage which -- and so when we are talking about
  


14   construction material that's not going to be leaching, is
  


15   not going to be captured, there is a lot of construction
  


16   material that I see in this proposal that's not going to
  


17   be addressed.  And there will be contaminants in the water
  


18   system.  So there should be a way to reduce that risk of
  


19   these contaminants getting into the water system.
  


20             And one other thing.  I wanted to make sure that
  


21   the dust -- fugitive dust is a critical issue.  The
  


22   fugitive dust.  As we know, NovaGold in the Rock Creek
  


23   Mine, there were numerous complaints with that streamlined
  


24   project.  NovaGold is one investor and Donlin, so I just
  


25   wanted to -- their poor planning and engineering led to a
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 1   number of problems, not only with that, but with workers
  


 2   on site.  The dust emission, the breaching of the -- of
  


 3   the water balance led to fines.  And the State of Alaska,
  


 4   actually, dam safety group had shut that mine down.
  


 5             And anyway, that -- at that point they had
  


 6   determined that it was a risk to the public and shut that
  


 7   down.  So I just wanted to mention those few things.  At
  


 8   that point -- but I really don't see how this is going to
  


 9   be a safe mine at all at this point, just based on the
  


10   amount of rock and the lack of capturing the contaminants
  


11   that actually cause health problems to the people, not
  


12   only to the subsistence resources.  But I noticed you said
  


13   land use, traditional land use, but there is actually
  


14   traditional water use, too.  So the fugitive dust gets in
  


15   the area, travels to the berries, travels in the water,
  


16   the water comes down, goes up river, down river.  The dust
  


17   impacts us all.  And that's including on the barges and
  


18   the transportation route.
  


19             So I think that's it for right now.  Thank you
  


20   very much.
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Nikos
  


22   Pastos with the Center For Water Advocacy.  There is a
  


23   question mark by this one, so we will see.  It's Kay
  


24   Chickalvsion.  And next one is Deantha Crockett.
  


25                   MS. DEANTHA CROCKETT:  Hi.  Thank you for
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 1   the opportunity to comment.  My name is Deantha Crockett.
  


 2   I am the Executive Director of the Alaska Miners
  


 3   Association.  AMA is a nonprofit membership organization
  


 4   established in 1939 to represent the mining industry in
  


 5   Alaska.  We are a statewide association based in Alaska.
  


 6   We are made up of more than 1,500 individual small placer
  


 7   miners as well as the large miners and contractors and
  


 8   vendors that are associated with the mining industry here.
  


 9             AMA supports responsible development of Alaska's
  


10   natural resources, specifically the minerals that make up
  


11   my industry.  AMA supports the ability of natural resource
  


12   projects to enter into the NEPA process, one that reviews
  


13   all potential impacts, including the positive ones.  As
  


14   you mentioned in your slides, the purpose of the scoping
  


15   meetings are to share views and provide information on the
  


16   project.
  


17             Our views are:  should Donlin Gold Project
  


18   commence permitting, undergo construction and become an
  


19   operating mine, it would create an economic boom in a
  


20   region of our state that is incredibly economically
  


21   disadvantaged.  This is a region with a pretty high
  


22   unemployment rate and very few economic opportunities.
  


23             AMA believes the Donlin Gold team recognizes
  


24   that if a mine is developed in this area, it has to be
  


25   done with an emphasis on local employment, environmental
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 1   protection, and respect for subsistence values and
  


 2   culture.  In fact, Donlin Gold has already demonstrated a
  


 3   strong commitment to local hire and support of neighboring
  


 4   communities.  In addition, the project description shows
  


 5   its understanding of the environmental concerns and
  


 6   outlines management techniques that will be applied to
  


 7   address these concerns.  Your slide shows 16 years of
  


 8   studies done at Donlin.  That's almost as long as we raise
  


 9   our kids.  The emphasis on data gathering and baseline
  


10   studies demonstrates that commitment.
  


11             We look forward to being involved in this
  


12   process.  Thank you.
  


13                   MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to keep peace
  


14   in the valley here.  Mary is trying to reach a purpose.
  


15   If it would be possible to write up your testimony or
  


16   something of that sort -- I know this is important to your
  


17   organization, so if you could help us to get it right in
  


18   the record, that would be really welcome.
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  Tony Vaska.
  


20                   MR. TONY VASKA:  Hello.  It's me again.
  


21   I'm all in favor of the open meeting process.  And you can
  


22   see how difficult it is here to communicate just in
  


23   English.  So when you use a scoping process and following
  


24   the whole EIS process and the whole NEPA process in our
  


25   villages, make sure it's clear because some technical
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 1   aspects will not be translated.  They can't be.  They are
  


 2   words that don't exist where we do.  That's one.
  


 3             Two, today I had an interesting conversation at
  


 4   the subsistence board meeting from Metlakatla.  They were
  


 5   concerned about the mining in British Columbia in the
  


 6   transboundary rivers of Southeast.  We have one in our
  


 7   area.  And you will be holding an EIS meeting in one of
  


 8   them at Holy Cross.  The Yukon River, the king salmon
  


 9   spawn in British Columbia 2,000 miles away.  So that's
  


10   something that concerns me a lot, especially since there
  


11   are so few fish for our people.  They are still having to
  


12   pay $250 fines because the State considers them to be
  


13   fishing illegally.
  


14             So the fear of what -- the poisoning from
  


15   mercury affects my family, my friends, not just on the
  


16   Kuskokwim, but also on the Yukon.
  


17             The third thing is today the other thing that
  


18   the subsistence board was discussing -- and Fish &
  


19   Wildlife Service is part of this, as well as BLM -- the
  


20   President has asked the -- all the federal agencies to
  


21   consult with tribes on any activities on or near their
  


22   lands.  Fish & Wildlife Service has two large refuges.
  


23   The smaller one is in Togiak.  The larger one is the Yukon
  


24   Delta.  Together there are 30-million acres of land set
  


25   aside.
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 1             Is the Army Corps of Engineers under orders from
  


 2   the President to consult tribes when any activities
  


 3   happen?
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  Yes, we are.  And we -- we are
  


 5   engaging in government-to-government consultations, and we
  


 6   have also invited tribes to be cooperating agencies in the
  


 7   process.
  


 8             That's the last of our commenters.  So -- yes.
  


 9                   MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Again, this is Doug
  


10   Molyneaux, M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And just three points I
  


11   just want to bring to your attention just to make sure
  


12   they are covered in this process here.  And one has to do
  


13   with the water budget.  I think estimating the
  


14   preoperational estimates of how much water is generated
  


15   and what needs to be treated, I think there is a strong
  


16   tendency in mining to really underestimate preproduction
  


17   how much water is going to be generated and what needs to
  


18   be treated.  So I guess I'd ask that you take into
  


19   consideration the track record of mines in Alaska and
  


20   perhaps elsewhere on whether they are underestimating or
  


21   overestimating what is really needed for treatment to try
  


22   to get a better estimate of what reality is.  So that's
  


23   one point about the water budget and what's going to get
  


24   treated.
  


25             Another point is impacts of population growth.
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 1   A lot of us see a huge influx on number of people, both
  


 2   employees of the mine and support agencies or support
  


 3   industries in the Crooked Creek area.  Those people are
  


 4   going to want to recreate, sportfishing and hunting,
  


 5   subsistence fishing.  And in some of the smaller streams
  


 6   in that area you are liable to find really huge impacts on
  


 7   the amount of use that's going to happen in those areas
  


 8   while these employees are recreating, Holokuk, Oskawalik
  


 9   and the George River in particular, and the Holitna, too,
  


10   which is not too far away from the bread basket of salmon
  


11   production in the Kuskokwim.  So just make sure you are
  


12   taking into consideration those sorts of elements.
  


13             The third thing is, this kind of goes back to
  


14   the amount of water that's going to get treated for
  


15   acid-generating potential.  At one point they were looking
  


16   into actually pouring limestone in the Holitna River
  


17   basin.  And do you have any idea, is that still on the
  


18   books?  Is that one of the alternatives that's being
  


19   looked into for getting limestone for treating acid-mined
  


20   water?
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  Are you asking me?
  


22                   MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Yeah.  I guess I'm
  


23   bringing it to your attention that that was one --
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm not familiar with that
  


25   offhand, but it would be --
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 1                   MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Just so it's on the
  


 2   table so people are aware of it.  That's all.
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


 4                   MR. TOM CRAFFORD:  Hi.  My name is Tom
  


 5   Crafford.  Last name is spelled C-R-A-F-F-O-R-D.  And I'm
  


 6   with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources.  And I
  


 7   thought that I would mention that, in tandem with the
  


 8   environmental impact statement and the federal permitting
  


 9   process, there will also be a State permitting process.
  


10   There are representatives here tonight from the Department
  


11   of Fish & Game, Department of Environmental Conservation,
  


12   and the Department of Environmental Resources.  And all of
  


13   these agencies and more will have to be involved with the
  


14   State permitting component of this process.  And the
  


15   Office of the Project Manager and permitting where I work
  


16   is involved in coordinating that State permitting process.
  


17             A gentleman named Jeff Bruno is the permitting
  


18   coordinator for this project.  And his e-mail address is
  


19   jeff.bruno@alaska.gov.  He was unable to be here tonight.
  


20   He's out of the state.  And he has attended all the other
  


21   scoping meetings and will be attending all the future
  


22   ones.  And I'm sorry he was unable to be here tonight.
  


23   But we want to hear from people throughout this process.
  


24   There is a State website for permitting.  And I'm sorry,
  


25   but the URL is too long for me to quote that tonight.  But
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 1   if you contact Jeff Bruno at the e-mail address, he can
  


 2   provide that to you.
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd also
  


 4   mention that the contact page on the website has contact
  


 5   information for all the cooperating agencies involved in
  


 6   the process.
  


 7                   MR. COLIN O'BRIEN:  Good evening.  My name
  


 8   is Colin O'Brien, and I'm here from Anchorage.  Looking
  


 9   over the Federal Register notice for the scoping process,
  


10   I looked through the list of Executive Orders that the
  


11   Corps is going to be mindful of during the process.  And
  


12   one seemed to be missing, as best I can tell, and that's
  


13   the President's Executive Order on environmental justice
  


14   which requires that federal agencies, to the extent
  


15   practicable, address and mitigate adverse environmental
  


16   consequences for populations of lower socioeconomic status
  


17   and also minorities.  And it seems to me that this project
  


18   might obviously have disproportionate impacts on
  


19   communities that -- to which the Executive Order applies.
  


20   Is the Executive Order something that you guys are mindful
  


21   of or something that you intend to follow?
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  We are definitely aware of it,
  


23   and we will comply with all the appropriate Executive
  


24   Orders.  Yes.
  


25                   MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  My name is Mike


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







52


  
 1   Finnigan, F-I-N-N-I-G-A-N.  Couple quick questions.  How
  


 2   far is this actually located from the village of Crooked
  


 3   Creek?
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  I couldn't catch
  


 5   that.
  


 6                   MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  The actual mine site,
  


 7   how far is it from the closest village?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  From the closest river?
  


 9                   MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  No, no.  Village.
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Oh, closest village.  It's ten
  


11   miles from Crooked Creek.
  


12                   MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  Ten miles from Crooked
  


13   Creek.  Okay.  And how far are we looking at total river
  


14   traveled from barge point to barge point?
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  The distance up the Kuskokwim
  


16   River, is that the question?
  


17                   MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  Correct, yes.
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  Approximately 200 river miles.
  


19                   MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  200 river miles.
  


20   Thank you.
  


21                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.
  


22   And could we go back to that one slide about community and
  


23   how to get involved?
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.
  


25                   MR. BRELSFORD:  David, which slide again?
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 1                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  The project --
  


 2                   MS. KIM WETZEL:  Sixty-six villages.
  


 3                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  Sixty-six villages.  The
  


 4   last meeting we had in Crooked Creek, I was pretty
  


 5   concerned about skipping villages and just going to the
  


 6   main routes.  And I think that, you know, 27 years for a
  


 7   mine is a long time but, you know, we ain't going to be
  


 8   around.  You know, everybody should be involved, the
  


 9   villages, especially from Lime Village on down, because if
  


10   we do have an accident on Donlin Creek, it's going to
  


11   affect everybody on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon.
  


12                   MR. KUHLE:  So are you just making a
  


13   comment, or did you have a specific question?
  


14                   MR. DAVID JOHN:  I'm just making a
  


15   comment, making a suggestion that we should have all
  


16   meetings from Lime Village all the way on down to Bethel,
  


17   wherever the barges will cover, because if they do have an
  


18   accident at Donlin Creek, it's going to affect both rivers
  


19   and all the people that are there.
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


21                   MS. KIM WETZEL:  Taylor, do you want to
  


22   discuss about the choosing of villages that were visited?
  


23                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is something
  


24   really significant about the issue that David raises about
  


25   fair play.  We talked a little bit about this in Crooked
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 1   Creek, and several people said you are here talking to us,
  


 2   but we also care about the other communities that might be
  


 3   affected by the project.  And those were Lime Village and
  


 4   Stony River that are a little bit closer to the pipeline
  


 5   corridor.  So I think there is a very deep belief in the
  


 6   YK Delta that everybody affected ought to have a real
  


 7   opportunity to have their voice heard.
  


 8             What we are doing is a bit of a compromise.  We
  


 9   have tried to spread out the meetings to ensure that every
  


10   subregion within the YK Delta has an opportunity for a
  


11   scoping meeting.  So we are trying to emphasize spreading
  


12   out across the subregions, but we made a commitment to
  


13   David in the Crooked Creek meeting that Moxie and I would
  


14   make some follow-up calls directly again to Lime Village,
  


15   Stony River, Sleetmute and to provide a briefing to
  


16   provide information over the phone and to do what we can
  


17   to ensure that they have a chance to make their voices
  


18   heard.
  


19             So we are going to come up short on some things,
  


20   but we are going to try really hard to make sure that all
  


21   of the communities have an opportunity to participate and
  


22   to be heard.  It's a good reminder that we have got to
  


23   work hard on this, David.  Thanks.
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions?
  


25                   MR. WILLIAM VENES:  My name is William
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 1   Venes, V-E-N-E-S.  And I'm from Bethel.  I'm a TKC
  


 2   shareholder myself.  And I'd just like to say that I hear
  


 3   a lot of talk about the positive benefits of the economic
  


 4   development in the area, which is definitely lacking, but
  


 5   I mean, how do you value that against the potential loss
  


 6   of a lot of traditional lifestyles and stuff?  I mean, I
  


 7   guess I hope that you really put a lot of emphasis in the
  


 8   EIS on traditional ways of life that will be lost and
  


 9   obviously cannot be really replaced.  That's my comment.
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's what
  


11   the EIS process is about is to identify both the positive
  


12   and the negative and evaluate those and look at
  


13   alternatives.  Thank you.
  


14                   MS. JUDY BITTER:  My name is Judy Bittner.
  


15   I'm the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer, and
  


16   I'll be participating in the EIS process, but also wanted
  


17   to let folks know there is another parallel process within
  


18   the National Historic Preservation Act in section 106 that
  


19   has an opportunity for people to consult on the historic
  


20   properties that may or will be affected by this and
  


21   working out ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate those
  


22   adverse impacts.  And that will be going along as the EIS
  


23   progresses that there will be some consultation with the
  


24   federal agencies, the public and the interested parties on
  


25   that, as well.  And I'm with the Department of Natural
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 1   Resources.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Anybody else?
  


 3                   MR. CALEB REDMAN:  My name is Caleb
  


 4   Redman.  I missed most of the meeting, but -- maybe this
  


 5   has been addressed, but I was under the impression that
  


 6   this mine had the potential impact of 40 times the impact
  


 7   of the Pebble Mine.  Is that true, sir?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  It has --
  


 9                   MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Forty times the
  


10   environmental impact.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Forty times the environmental
  


12   impact of Pebble?
  


13                   MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Is that true?
  


14                   MR. KUHLE:  I would seriously doubt it,
  


15   but I guess we haven't evaluated it.  That's what the EIS
  


16   process is for is to evaluate the impacts, but -- so, I
  


17   guess I'm not prepared to make a comparison to Pebble.
  


18                   MR. CALEB REDMAN:  So you are with the
  


19   company, then, that is proposing, or was there -- who are
  


20   you exactly?  I'm not sure.
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time
  


22   understanding what you are saying.  I'm sorry.
  


23                   MR. CALEB REDMAN:  I was curious if there
  


24   has ever been any type of environmental degradation in the
  


25   past concerning this type of development on the land and
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 1   earth.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Any type of environmental
  


 3   impact?
  


 4                   MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Degradation.
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  From --
  


 6                   MR. CALEB REDMAN:  From this type of
  


 7   development.
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  From this type of mining?
  


 9                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose, could we
  


10   have a sidebar conversation after the meeting so I can
  


11   catch you up on some of the questions and some of the
  


12   material that was covered earlier and we can answer some
  


13   questions and make sure that you have a chance to provide
  


14   your comments?  But we are getting a little bit late.  I
  


15   see people getting antsy to go, so I don't want to really
  


16   go all the way back to the beginning and review a lot of
  


17   the previous material.  But we will follow up after the
  


18   session.  Okay?
  


19             I take it -- we are seeing body language that
  


20   it's about time to wrap up.  Last call if you have any
  


21   comments.  And I think we are on closing appreciations,
  


22   Don.
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  All right.  Thank
  


24   you for coming.
  


25              (Proceedings adjourned at 8:06 p.m.)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening.  Welcome to the 



            3    scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental 



            4    impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don 



            5    Kuhle.  I'm with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  I'm 



            6    the project manager for the EIS.  There are a number of 



            7    cooperating agencies here who will participate in the EIS, 



            8    and we also have a third-party contractor here, URS 



            9    Corporation.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask 



           10    them as we go through the presentation.  If you do, 



           11    though, we ask that you identify yourself before stating a 



           12    question for our court reporter.  And if you ask more than 



           13    one question, we ask that you identify yourself each time.  



           14              Here is the agenda for tonight.  It will provide 



           15    you with an idea of the topics that we will cover.  We 



           16    will go on as to the purpose of tonight's meeting and then 



           17    the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to provide 



           18    a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has 



           19    proposed it.  And we will summarize a few issues as a way 



           20    of inviting the comments.  And we encourage you to get 



           21    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.



           22              Donlin Gold has proposed an open pit gold mine 



           23    ten miles north of Crooked Creek on the Kuskokwim River.  



           24    And in order to comply with the National Environmental 



           25    Policy Act, or NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will 
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            1    be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze potential 



            2    impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent 



            3    of the project.  The EIS will be used in making permit 



            4    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping 



            5    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.  



            6              This map gives an overview of the project area, 



            7    which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of 



            8    Crooked Creek and on down to the lower Kuskokwim River.  



            9    This is a remote area with little development to date and 



           10    no existing roads to the region.  The map shows that 



           11    existing transportation and energy infrastructure in 



           12    Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The 



           13    proposed mine will require all new infrastructure, 



           14    including roads and a pipeline, with all this subject to 



           15    permitting before the project can proceed.  



           16              This map gives an idea of the logistics and 



           17    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



           18    logistics of the mine include fuel and cargo from west 



           19    coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch 



           20    Harbor from ocean going ships and barges and then again to 



           21    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel 



           22    and be transferred to river barges, and the fuel and 



           23    supplies will then be barged upriver and offloaded at a 



           24    new barge landing in Jungjuk.  There will also be a new 



           25    pipeline from Cook Inlet which will bring natural gas for 
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            1    the mill.  



            2              Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and 



            3    we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first 



            4    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act requires an 



            5    EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting 



            6    the quality of the human environment.  In this case, 



            7    Donlin Gold has submitted an application for permits under 



            8    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the 



            9    Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits will be 



           10    a major federal action and require an EIS to evaluate the 



           11    environmental impacts of the proposed project.  The EIS, 



           12    along with other applicable laws and regulations, will be 



           13    used by the Corps and by other agencies to make permit 



           14    decisions.  



           15              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is 



           16    also required to complete public interest review and 



           17    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 



           18    which requires that we select the least environmentally 



           19    damaging practical alternative, and we will incorporate 



           20    the information necessary for these determinations into 



           21    the EIS. 



           22              This slide shows that there will be many 



           23    agencies, tribes and regional organizations who will work 



           24    together on the EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected 



           25    based on their permitting responsibilities and special 
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            1    expertise.  As an example, the project would occur on BLM 



            2    and State of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating 



            3    whether to issue right-of-way permits for use of these 



            4    lands.  Tribal governments and regional cooperators 



            5    contribute specialized knowledge about the local area and 



            6    resources and lands use.  



            7              As I said previously, the EIS will be used by 



            8    the agencies to aid in permit decisions.  It will not, 



            9    however, replace the normal permitting authorities and 



           10    processes.  



           11              The Donlin Gold Project will require many 



           12    federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides 



           13    six examples.  I'll highlight two of them and invite you 



           14    to read the rest.  Since the project will place fill in 



           15    wetlands and other waters of the United States, the Corps 



           16    will need to make section 404 permit decisions as to 



           17    whether or not to authorize the fill.  And since a portion 



           18    of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will 



           19    need to evaluate a right-of-way permit application.  You 



           20    can find a more comprehensive list of the required permits 



           21    in the Donlin Gold application on the project website.  



           22              This slide shows there are also many permits 



           23    required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of 



           24    the State government are noted here.  For example, over 60 



           25    percent of the pipeline will be installed on State lands, 
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            1    so the Department of Natural Resources will evaluate the 



            2    right-of-way application.  Department of Environmental 



            3    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and 



            4    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game 



            5    has permitting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.  



            6    So this overview of permits shows why various federal and 



            7    State agencies are involved in the EIS.  



            8              So we will turn to the milestones in the EIS.  



            9    Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an 



           10    EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six major steps that 



           11    will be taken from now through November 2015.  The EIS 



           12    process began with a Notice of Intent that was published 



           13    in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.  That also 



           14    kicked off the scoping process, which this scoping meeting 



           15    tonight is part of that, in which we are providing 



           16    information and gathering comments.  And we will use the 



           17    information from the scoping process to develop the draft 



           18    EIS, which we expect to complete about August 2014.  These 



           19    dates from here on out are estimates.  They could possibly 



           20    change, but they are our best estimate at this time.  



           21              Once a draft EIS is completed, we will have 



           22    another review process and another round of public 



           23    meetings to gather comments and information on the draft, 



           24    and we will use that to prepare the final EIS, which we 



           25    expect to complete about October 2015.  And then the 
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            1    different agencies will use the final EIS to prepare the 



            2    Record of Decisions, and expect it to be done about 



            3    November of 2015.  Again, these are just estimated dates 



            4    at this time.  



            5              One of the most important things to note about 



            6    this slide are the two orange circles -- the gold-colored 



            7    circles which identify the best opportunities to provide 



            8    input into the EIS process, the first, of course, being 



            9    the scoping process, and the second one being the review 



           10    process for the draft EIS.  So any information provided by 



           11    March 29th or the end of the scoping period will be 



           12    incorporated into the draft EIS.  



           13              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           14    information and listen to residents in the affected 



           15    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The 



           16    first is to share information about the proposed project.  



           17    And we will do this shortly in the presentation.  



           18    Information is also available on the project website and 



           19    newsletters that are being mailed out to all the affected 



           20    households.  



           21              The second purpose is to provide information 



           22    about the EIS milestones.  And that's what we showed on 



           23    the last slide to give you an idea of the time frame 



           24    involved.  The next two are to identify issues and 



           25    concerns to examine in the EIS, and to identify useful 
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            1    information from communities.  And we are counting on you 



            2    to help us with these last two.  We would like to know 



            3    what you would like to see addressed in the EIS and if you 



            4    have any information we can use to make informed 



            5    decisions.  



            6              Here is a schedule for our scoping meetings.  In 



            7    the first week, last week, we started with the villages 



            8    nearest the project.  Next week we will be focused on the 



            9    lower Kuskokwim River.  And in February we will travel to 



           10    the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  And in March we 



           11    will have a final round including the middle Yukon and the 



           12    upper Kuskokwim.  



           13              This map is busy, but the color scheme 



           14    represents many subregions of the project area and helps 



           15    to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an 



           16    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



           17    villages nearest the proposed project.  In this subregion 



           18    we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest 



           19    to the proposed mine, and also in Aniak, which is a 



           20    subregional hub.  For the other subregions, meetings will 



           21    similarly be held in the subregional hubs.  



           22              We will stop here for a minute and see if there 



           23    is any questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Yes.  



           24    Could you state your name, please.



           25                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  Lillian Koenig.  The 
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            1    information you put up there about how we can give public 



            2    input, how do we get that information?  Can we go on-line?  



            3    Can we download it?  I just said, for community input, you 



            4    stated there is a finite time for that.  Can we get that 



            5    information on-line and download that information?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  The information should be 



            7    available on the project website, donlingoldeis.com.   



            8                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  So that's what we 



            9    could use to give community input, we can type -- 



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  There is a form on there that 



           11    you can submit information on the website.  Or my e-mail 



           12    will be up here shortly.  You can send comments directly 



           13    to me, if you like.  



           14                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  Okay.  So one of my 



           15    questions probably would be:  What kind of jobs will be 



           16    available for the general public if that mine does go 



           17    through, and how do you incorporate us in those jobs?  



           18    Because one thing I notice about Alaska is that so many 



           19    young people, you know, with the Slope and the oil, they 



           20    think, oh, I'm going to get these great jobs, and they 



           21    don't.  And it's a pipe dream.  And they bring in people 



           22    from everywhere but here.  So if that goes through -- and 



           23    eventually it probably will -- how will you get, you know, 



           24    your workers?  Will you bring them in and fly them out and 



           25    in, or do you promise to give these young people who are 
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            1    graduating from high school jobs in the near future?  



            2              Thank you.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the hiring process will 



            4    be done by Donlin Gold.  I guess, you know, we are open to 



            5    any comments you would like to make, you know, as far as, 



            6    you know, how you would like to -- you know, some of the 



            7    issues that you mentioned that you would like to see 



            8    addressed.  But at this point, the Corps of Engineers will 



            9    not be involved in the hiring process.  



           10                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question that 



           11    really helps us focus on the purpose of the scoping 



           12    meeting tonight.  Of course, it's a central concern in the 



           13    region and across Alaska, what will be the socioeconomic 



           14    opportunities associated with the Donlin Gold Mine, the 



           15    proposed mine.  Tonight what we are doing is putting 



           16    issues on the table for complete analysis in the EIS.  And 



           17    so the question that our friend raised about what would be 



           18    the workforce development, the hiring practices, what 



           19    would be the socioeconomic, employment and income impacts 



           20    from the Donlin Gold Project, that will be a detailed 



           21    section in the draft EIS that will come out in November of 



           22    2014.  



           23              Again, tonight what we are trying to do is be 



           24    sure that we understand the targets for that analysis.  So 



           25    we are not generally going to speculate about the outcome 
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            1    of that analysis.  We really want to gather that input and 



            2    then we will work on it and bring that back to the public 



            3    in a draft EIS.  



            4              I think Don had offered to do this a little 



            5    informally.  We had one request from a fellow who would 



            6    like to testify early rather than waiting to the 



            7    conclusion.  Would that be suitable?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Sure.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So name first and so on.  



           10                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Yes.  Thank you.  My name 



           11    is Tom Lakosh.  I'm an Anchorage resident here.  And the 



           12    concerns that I have are similar to that that cropped up 



           13    with the Pebble Mine about bonding and regulatory 



           14    provisions for what an in perpetuity bond would look like 



           15    and how it would handle situations to maintain 



           16    impermeability of the drainage and isolated from the 



           17    hydrologic system, particularly if, in fact, there might 



           18    be contingency for a tailings dam failure included in that 



           19    bonding and replacement of impermeable -- an impermeable 



           20    state.  



           21              I understand that there is supposed to be a 



           22    lining underneath the tailings pile to keep the hydrologic 



           23    system separate from the acid mine drainage or the 



           24    tailings drainage, but that -- I've never heard of 



           25    anything that can act in perpetuity underneath that 
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            1    pile -- that tailings piling.  And I'm wondering if there 



            2    has been a contingency to place an impermeable cap over 



            3    the pilings to prevent the intrusion of rainwater and pond 



            4    water into the tailings that would produce the acid 



            5    drainage and how exactly, you know, that's going to figure 



            6    into the amount of bonding that's provided.  



            7              Can you answer any of those questions at this 



            8    time or have a discussion about that circumstance?  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, I think at this 



           10    time we are taking comments of what the concerns are.  And 



           11    all those issues that are identified will be evaluated and 



           12    analyzed.  You know, you are bringing up some good 



           13    questions but, you know -- and it's being taken down on 



           14    the record here.  And those things will be addressed in 



           15    the EIS.



           16                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Right.  And to the extent 



           17    that there is a need for an in perpetuity care for the 



           18    facility, I believe it should include funds necessary to 



           19    remediate a dam failure, a tailings dam failure, 



           20    impoundment failure, as well as in perpetuity capping and 



           21    prevention of intrusion of pond and rainwater into the 



           22    tailings to prevent creation of drainage that would 



           23    otherwise eventually circumvent any underlining that may 



           24    be placed, which clearly cannot last in perpetuity.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  So I guess as far as the 
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            1    bonding, yes, the State has a bonding program.  So if 



            2    there were -- a bond will be required.  And your other 



            3    issues, again, we -- you know, we are taking note of those 



            4    and it will be evaluated in the EIS.



            5                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Okay.  Thank you.  



            6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, we had another 



            7    request for somebody to testify early.  I think it's a 



            8    special circumstance.  We are going to have to ask 



            9    everybody to work with us together on this.  I think we 



           10    want to accommodate folks as much as we can but not 



           11    totally lose track of the next steps in the presentation.  



           12    So if you are okay with this, I'm going to go ahead with 



           13    one more testimony now, and then we will turn to the next 



           14    section of the presentation that will talk about the 



           15    proposed mine components, the project components.  



           16                    MS. LOUISE DONHAUSER:  My name is Louise 



           17    Donhauser.  My address is 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200, 



           18    Anchorage, AK 99501.  For this Donlin Gold Project EIS, I 



           19    am providing this comment and including 19 additional 



           20    pages which I will not read but are inclusive of this 



           21    January 22, 2013 Donlin Gold Project EIS.  Thank you for 



           22    your time.  Signature, Louise Donhauser.  Louise 



           23    Donhauser, 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200, Anchorage, AK 



           24    99501.  Thank you.  



           25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Tony, are you ready to 
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            1    move forward, or did you want to ask comments looking at 



            2    the EIS -- do you have comments on the EIS?  Here is a 



            3    question about the EIS process perhaps.  Please go ahead.  



            4                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Hello.  My name is Tony 



            5    Vaska.  I'm a shareholder in The Kuskokwim Corporation and 



            6    the Calista Corporation.  When was the last time you read 



            7    the Federal Register?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  I read the notice.  We just 



            9    published it on December 14.



           10                    MR. TONY VASKA:  How often do you think 



           11    people from the villages will read the Federal Register as 



           12    part of the EIS process?  



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm guessing it's not often, 



           14    but the Federal Register is just one means in which we are 



           15    making the information regarding the project available.



           16                    MR. TONY VASKA:  And do you have a 



           17    translator explaining the process in detail?  Because it's 



           18    a very complicated process.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  What was the question?  Do we 



           20    have a translator?  



           21                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Yes, for the EIS.     



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  We have translators involved 



           23    in the process, yes.  We had a translator when we were in 



           24    Bethel last week.  We have had translators available at 



           25    the meetings, and we intend to have them available 
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            1    whenever necessary.  



            2                    MR. TONY VASKA:  The last EIS process I 



            3    went through was the Outer Continental Shelf Aleutian 



            4    Shelf stoppage in 1978, and it was complicated primarily 



            5    because the deep water regulations were still being 



            6    developed, and they are complicated in how you do that.  



            7    Very few people in Alaska will read the Federal Register.  



            8    So it needs to be done not only in the local newspapers, 



            9    but in the local languages in the area because an EIS 



           10    process is complicated.  Just the beginning is 



           11    complicated.  And my concern is that you are not 



           12    enunciating clearly enough to people who will be affected 



           13    the most by the process.  And what steps are you taking to 



           14    make sure that that happens?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  As I said, you know, we are 



           16    taking what we believe is an adequate approach.  We are 



           17    providing translators whenever necessary, but information 



           18    besides the website is -- there is newsletters going out 



           19    to every household in the affected regions.  I guess I 



           20    would welcome any recommendations you have as to how we 



           21    can improve on that.  If you feel there are people that 



           22    are not receiving adequate information, we would certainly 



           23    like to be made aware of that during the -- as soon as 



           24    possible.  But I mean, I -- we have heard your concern and 



           25    it's -- I guess we will take --
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  If I could, let me -- I 



            2    neglected to introduce myself a few minutes ago.  I'm 



            3    Taylor Brelsford, and I lead the technical team that 



            4    provides support to the Army Corps of Engineers for this 



            5    project.  I think the gist of Tony's comment is about 



            6    ensuring the people affected by the proposed project have 



            7    effective information and effective opportunity to raise 



            8    their voices on this.  And I can say that several of the 



            9    folks on our team have lived and worked in rural Alaska 



           10    over the years and have a pretty strong personal interest 



           11    in ensuring that we do everything we can think of to 



           12    provide that bridge of communication.  



           13              So the newsletter went to 7,000 households.  I 



           14    think that's a pretty wide distribution.  And those 



           15    newsletters will go out throughout the course of the EIS 



           16    to try to build little by little more understanding.  Don 



           17    appeared on a radio program, a call-in program, with a 



           18    translator at KYUK last week, and we will try to do that 



           19    again when we are out in the YK Delta.  So regular 



           20    broadcasts would be one more tool.  We actually are 



           21    advertising and trying to take advantage of 



           22    teleconferencing so that folks can participate and listen 



           23    to those questions.  



           24              And finally, the website is a growing tool in 



           25    public communication.  It includes a lot of detailed 
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            1    information, more than we are going into tonight, but also 



            2    an automatic comment sheet so you can just fill out 



            3    something, and it's posted to the record automatically.  



            4              So I want to say we, too, want to do the right 



            5    thing on this kind of outreach so the people in the 



            6    community have a chance to understand the project, to 



            7    think about what it would mean in their lives, to the 



            8    land, the waters that they've used for generations.  And 



            9    as we move towards the final decision, there has really 



           10    been a thorough discussion of impacts and a thorough 



           11    opportunity for the communities to be heard.  



           12              So I thank you for speaking with passion about 



           13    the affected -- how important this is to the communities 



           14    in the region.  We all need to do our best on this.  So 



           15    thanks.  



           16                    MR. TONY VASKA:  I've got one more 



           17    question, and that is:  How do you tie this to the 



           18    leaching of mercury from Red Devil?  And I had fish 



           19    tonight, but it wasn't Kuskokwim fish.  It was Kenai River 



           20    reds.  Why?  Because I couldn't go fishing at all.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I think you are getting into 



           22    more of the other issues that we will talk about later.  



           23    Mercury is one of the issues that we are well aware of and 



           24    we will look at it in several areas.  And that will be 



           25    mentioned later in the program.  
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            1              Any other questions on the EIS process before we 



            2    move on?  



            3              Okay.  We will now move on to a summary of the 



            4    mining project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is 



            5    a 50/50 partnership between two large international mining 



            6    companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold 



            7    deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native 



            8    corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface 



            9    owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.  



           10    This is a very large project, as you can see, expecting to 



           11    produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a 



           12    life span of -- an operational life span of 27 and a half 



           13    years, and processing 59,000 tons of ore each day.  



           14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me check in.  Somebody 



           15    has joined us on the teleconference.  This is the Donlin 



           16    Gold EIS scoping meeting in Anchorage.  



           17                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yeah.  This is Kate 



           18    Thalhouser from Georgetown Tribal Council.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are about a third of 



           20    the way through Donlin's presentation.  And when we pause 



           21    for comments, I'll try and put my elbow in and see if we 



           22    can make sure you have an opportunity to ask questions or 



           23    comments along the way.



           24                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Okay.  Sorry to 



           25    interrupt.  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Are you able to hear Don 



            2    easily when he's speaking?  



            3                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yeah.  I can hear 



            4    him.  



            5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thanks. 



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  And we have noted that the 



            7    Donlin Gold Project would be located in a remote part of 



            8    the state, stretching from Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim 



            9    Valley.  This area is home to some 66 communities that 



           10    might be affected by the project.  In many communities the 



           11    project might affect lands and resources that are used for 



           12    subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This project 



           13    will face an extensive set of legal requirements with many 



           14    permits and many agencies involved.  



           15              The diagram at the top of this slide shows the 



           16    timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked 



           17    on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16 



           18    years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We 



           19    are now moving -- we are now starting the three-year 



           20    permitting period, first step of which is the scoping 



           21    meetings, which is why we are here tonight.  



           22              At the conclusion of the EIS process, the 



           23    agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If the 



           24    permits are issued, Donlin Gold can proceed with three to 



           25    four years of construction and then an estimated 27 and a 
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            1    half years of operations.  At the conclusion of the active 



            2    life of the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for 



            3    closure and reclamation.  This includes decommissioning 



            4    the mill facilities and the pipeline and covering over the 



            5    waste treatment or the tailings storage facility and the 



            6    waste rock storage facilities.  The land will be 



            7    recontoured and native vegetation will be planted.  



            8              Now I'll turn to the major components of the 



            9    project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The 



           10    pipeline will be buried, not up on supports like the 



           11    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe.  It 



           12    will not generate heat and will not damage permafrost.  



           13    Where it crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be 



           14    installed below the river bed using horizontal directional 



           15    drilling, or HDD, as shown in the center photo at the top 



           16    of the slide.  For example, this technique will be used to 



           17    cross the Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George 



           18    River.  



           19              The image of the block valve on the right side 



           20    of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way will not 



           21    be fenced off, so it will not block access to subsistence 



           22    use areas.  The right-of-way will be brushed every ten 



           23    years to provide continued access for monitoring and 



           24    maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process will 



           25    not leave a road along the right-of-way.  The design will 
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            1    allow access, but after construction no improved access 



            2    for vehicles and no bridges at the water crossings. 



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Pause for a second.  Do we 



            4    have another person joining the teleconference for the 



            5    Donlin Gold EIS scoping meeting?  A mystery participant.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This slide shows that 



            7    the pipeline would start at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range 



            8    over Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the 



            9    Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue 



           10    west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline 



           11    would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM 



           12    lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.  



           13              Note the blue segment where an alternate 



           14    pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the 



           15    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally 



           16    proposed route at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary 



           17    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently 



           18    notified the Corps that this alternative is under 



           19    consideration and will be examined during geotechnical 



           20    investigations during the coming summer.  



           21              This slide shows the project components at the 



           22    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.  



           23    Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover 



           24    1,400 acres.  It will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide and 



           25    1,850 feet deep near the end of the operational life of 
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            1    the mine.  



            2              Number two is a tailings impoundment, 



            3    technically referred to as a waste treatment facility, 



            4    which would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half 



            5    square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like 



            6    material that is left after the gold has been removed from 



            7    the mill.  Number three is the waste rock facility which 



            8    would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that is 



            9    removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major 



           10    facilities support the mill and should process about 



           11    59,000 tons of ore per day.  



           12              This is an overview of the major transportation 



           13    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port 



           14    facilities in Bethel to transfer the cargo and fuel to 



           15    river barges.  The barges, again, would go up the 



           16    Kuskokwim River to a new barge landing at Jungjuk, and 



           17    from there the fuel and cargo would be transferred by way 



           18    of a new 30-mile road from the port to the mine site.  



           19    Also at the mine site, or near the mine site would be a 



           20    new 5,000-foot airstrip and a 40-million-gallon diesel 



           21    storage facility.  



           22              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk will 



           23    extend about 1,000 feet along the river bank and about 



           24    1,500 feet back from the river bank for a total of 26 



           25    acres.  Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic 
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            1    on the Kuskokwim River to transport the supplies and 



            2    diesel fuel, with the fuel being needed to power the large 



            3    mining equipment and the trucks.  Fuel barges will be 



            4    double-hulled.  



            5              The average navigation season will be about 110 



            6    days per year.  There would be about three barge tow 



            7    passings per day, meaning that if you were at any point on 



            8    the river you could expect to see three barge tows, either 



            9    two up and one down or one up and two down, most likely.  



           10    There would be four barges per tow.  And there would be 



           11    about 64 cargo barge tows per season and 58 fuel barge 



           12    tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry about 550 tons 



           13    each and the fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons each.  



           14    Note that the shipping season, barge tow frequency and 



           15    number of barge loads would be roughly the same both 



           16    during construction and during operation of the project.  



           17              Additional infrastructure includes a 



           18    construction camp of 2,500 beds which would support a 



           19    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes 



           20    some smaller remote camps for pipeline construction.  The 



           21    permanent camp has 600 beds and will support a workforce 



           22    of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning about 



           23    only half of the workforce would be on site at any given 



           24    time.  



           25              Okay.  We will pause for any questions on the 
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            1    Donlin project and its components.  Any questions before 



            2    we move on?  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Take a second and see if 



            4    anybody on the line has questions about this section of 



            5    the presentation.  This was concerning project components.  



            6    Kate, are you still with us?



            7                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yes, I'm still here.  



            8    Sorry.  I had the mute on.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good teleconference 



           10    manners.  Any questions or comments?



           11                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  No, not yet.  



           12    Thanks.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.  



           14                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  My name is Carl 



           15    Wassilie, C-A-R-L W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  Thanks again for 



           16    holding this public meeting.  I think it's really 



           17    important to get the public involved at the earliest stage 



           18    as possible.  I was wondering about -- you had the barge 



           19    infrastructure slide up there.  And one of the concerns I 



           20    keep coming across is similar to the Shell Oil grounding.  



           21    The barges -- which direction are the barges going to be 



           22    going?  Are they going to be going down the Pacific Coast 



           23    or are they going to be going to China?  Or which 



           24    direction are the barges going to be going?  Are they 



           25    going to be going through False Pass?  Are they going to 
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            1    be taking a route that goes along the whole coastline of 



            2    the state or the Aleutian Chain?  Which direction are the 



            3    barges going?  I think the scoping should include that 



            4    part of the infrastructure.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  I think one of the earlier 



            6    slides kind of showed the route, that the fuel and cargo 



            7    would come from west coast of the United States up, 



            8    transport to Dutch Harbor where fuel would be transferred 



            9    from ocean-going ships to the fuel barges which would go 



           10    to Bethel where they will be downloaded to smaller river 



           11    barges for transport up the river.  So I think that slide, 



           12    you know, pretty clearly shows how that was presented to 



           13    us.  Do you remember seeing that?  



           14                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  Yeah, I do remember 



           15    seeing that.  So that was going in.  What about the barges 



           16    carrying mercury out?  Where does that mercury go?  How 



           17    would that transportation infrastructure look like when 



           18    you are addressing the mercury risk?  You have to include 



           19    the communities at Dutch Harbor, wherever else they might 



           20    be transferring.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I don't know offhand.  



           22    I guess we would have to take note of that comment, unless 



           23    Taylor has more information.  But I don't know at this 



           24    point as far as the exact route that mercury -- co-product 



           25    mercury would take.  So I guess I just don't know that at 
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            1    this point.  I guess we will take that as a comment and 



            2    make sure that is addressed.  And it would be -- you know, 



            3    it would be addressed in the draft EIS, and you would have 



            4    a chance to comment on it for the final EIS.  



            5                    MR. BRIAN COYLE:  My name is Brian Coyle.  



            6    Quick question.  Since there will be three passings a day, 



            7    what is the current traffic on the river?  How much of an 



            8    increase is this is what I'd be getting at.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  It's a substantial increase.  



           10    I don't know offhand what the exact traffic is, but as I 



           11    understand it, it's -- I believe it's probably one or less 



           12    per day now.  But I don't really know.  That's just my 



           13    guess.  



           14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's more on the 



           15    order of one per week or one per ten days.  



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess it sounds like 



           17    it's more on the order of one per week or one every ten 



           18    days.  So it will be a substantial increase.  



           19                    MR. BRIAN COYLE:  I'd like to see the EIS 



           20    have some analysis of what that additional traffic would 



           21    be.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  It definitely will.  



           23                    MR. JOSEPH BALDWIN:  My name is Joseph 



           24    Baldwin.  I have a similar question having to do with the 



           25    impact of the increased traffic from Bethel upriver.  And 
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            1    my concern here is mostly experience on the Kenai where 



            2    increased boat traffic had considerable impact on the 



            3    vegetation along the river.  And having lived in Aniak in 



            4    the past, I know that increased traffic would cause 



            5    considerable damage to the bank on the river, plus 



            6    possibly disrupt fishing activities during the critical 



            7    summer period.  I hope that impact statement doesn't 



            8    ignore the traffic route.  Your project mentions that you 



            9    have a transportation route, and I hope the impact 



           10    statement will address that, too.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  We will definitely include 



           12    that.  And that will be addressed in the impact -- in the 



           13    EIS.  Thank you.  



           14                    MR. SID ATWOOD:  Thank you.  My name is 



           15    Sid Atwood.  What I'm wanting to address when you brought 



           16    up barges is the fuel barges that haven't been able to 



           17    make it up river lately.  We were at Nikolai in 2009 when 



           18    we had that wonderful bonus of $1,200 for everybody to 



           19    spend, so we went and saw how the people were doing.  And 



           20    the barge couldn't make it to Nikolai, so they had to pay 



           21    quite a bit of money for flying in fuel.  This is 



           22    happening quite a bit.  There is about half of the ponds 



           23    in the Arctic now that are not ponds anymore.  So as water 



           24    goes down -- I know you're talking about long term, and I 



           25    want you to be sure to look at do we have water level.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



            2                    MR. HARRY CRAWFORD:  My name is Harry 



            3    Crawford.  And I saw that the pipeline, the gas pipeline 



            4    was coming from Beluga.  And we are having problems with 



            5    deliverability today, so 27 and a half years of 



            6    production, how much gas are you going to use and where is 



            7    it going to come from?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess, you know, we 



            9    are aware that the gas situation in Cook Inlet has changed 



           10    a lot in the last few years and expect that there will be 



           11    changes in the coming years.  And because of that, Donlin 



           12    hasn't provided a specific plan regarding that yet, but it 



           13    will be considered in the EIS as, you know -- it will be 



           14    one of the issues that will definitely be addressed.  And 



           15    we will have to take a closer look at that on the best 



           16    information available.  



           17                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John, 



           18    and I'm from the village of Crooked Creek.  And my concern 



           19    is the water level, like that guy was saying earlier.  And 



           20    you know, as everybody knows, we have fish going up and 



           21    down the river even through the wintertime.  And how will 



           22    it affect me and my community?  You know, if you guys do 



           23    have an accident, are you prepared to cover it or what?  



           24    I'd like -- we have salmon coming up every spring, and in 



           25    the fall time we have whitefish and lingcod coming up, and 
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            1    grayling.  With that many barges going up and down the 



            2    river, will it affect the salmon that's going up?  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are certainly aware 



            4    that the barge traffic could have a potential effect on 



            5    salmon and, as you will see later, we are looking at fish 



            6    habitat as one of the issues that we will be addressing.  



            7    So the fact that we have heard that concern already and 



            8    the fact that you are bringing it up, it will be in the 



            9    record and it definitely will be addressed.  I don't have 



           10    the answer because I can't quantify those impacts at this 



           11    point, but that's the purpose of our scoping meeting is to 



           12    hear these concerns.  So we will look at that.  



           13                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  My name is Doug 



           14    Molyneaux.  Last name is M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And my 



           15    comment also has to do with the water level.  The 



           16    discharge into the Kuskokwim River is driven in pretty 



           17    good share from glacier meltwater in the headwaters there.  



           18    And as Sid Atwood has mentioned, there has been a tendency 



           19    in recent years of really low water levels.  I think some 



           20    of that is the glaciers are drying up, as well as some of 



           21    the water percolating through the tundra.  



           22              But over the length of the life of the project, 



           23    we are likely to see a big change in those glaciers and 



           24    how much discharge is coming through.  And I just wanted 



           25    to make sure that that's being accounted for, projecting 
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            1    discharge and changes in discharge that might occur.  



            2              And also originally there was plans on having a 



            3    barge station at Crow Village downstream of Aniak, and now 



            4    the new station is upstream of Aniak quite a ways.  Any 



            5    comments on how -- as to the water depth between those two 



            6    locations?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I don't have specific 



            8    information in that regard.  I'm sure Donlin has studied 



            9    it extensively before they made their change to go further 



           10    up the river.  As far as the glacial melt and that, that's 



           11    a good point to bring up and, you know, we will mention 



           12    later that we are also looking at potential impacts of 



           13    global warming.  So that's, I guess, somewhat related to 



           14    that.  



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So addressing another 



           16    aspect of your question, Doug, you are drawing attention 



           17    to alternatives and alternatives in design as the project 



           18    has matured.  So Donlin considered many approaches on 



           19    transportation and energy sources for the mine project.  I 



           20    believe that the former design you are referring to looked 



           21    at Birch Tree Crossing downstream from Aniak.  And at that 



           22    stage they were planning to fuel the entire operation on 



           23    the basis of barged-in fuel.  



           24              And subsequently the gas pipeline was developed 



           25    as a design -- as a component so that the power source for 
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            1    the electrical generation of the mine is by natural gas 



            2    from the pipeline, which drastically reduced the fuel 



            3    requirement to be barged in.  And as a result, I think 



            4    there is some scenario building about low water conditions 



            5    and how many effective trips you are likely to fit into a 



            6    season.  And that led to this current design, one that we 



            7    are evaluating as the proposed project with the barge 



            8    traffic that's outlined here and Jungjuk as the port site.  



            9    But there will be other alternatives analyzed in the EIS, 



           10    perhaps on energy sources or transportation corridors and 



           11    so on.  



           12              So your comment is really helpful in reminding 



           13    that an EIS doesn't just look at one approach to meeting 



           14    the project purposes.  We want to develop alternative 



           15    footprints, alternative approaches that would have 



           16    different environmental consequences so that there could 



           17    be some comparison.  And this example of turning to 



           18    natural gas through pipeline versus much more intensive 



           19    barging for fuel sources, that's an example of the 



           20    development alternatives in coming to the current design 



           21    of the project.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will talk now about 



           23    some example issues and invite your ideas.  The purpose of 



           24    the scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  



           25    One major area is water resources.  The project is 
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            1    designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted 



            2    water, but there will still be concerns.  Some examples 



            3    are noted on this slide.  



            4              Streams and other surface waters will be 



            5    diverted away from and around mining activities in order 



            6    to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.  



            7    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining 



            8    process and could affect base loads in nearby streams.  



            9    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower 



           10    adjacent groundwater levels and again affect nearby 



           11    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, 



           12    could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock, 



           13    tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed 



           14    to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.  



           15              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



           16    shows some examples of issues.  There will be several 



           17    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



           18    mining vehicles.  There would be a 227-megawatt power 



           19    plant and dust created by removing and processing the 



           20    overburden, waste rock and ore.  Climate change is a 



           21    growing concern and will need to be considered, as large 



           22    amounts of hydrocarbons will be burned.  



           23              Mercury will be looked at in several areas.  



           24    Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be 



           25    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack 
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            1    emissions could occur during the milling process.  And any 



            2    mercury co-product would require careful storage and 



            3    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and 



            4    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures 



            5    and emergency response plans will be crucial in preventing 



            6    spills.  



            7              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands 



            8    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



            9    subsistence, and traditional land uses.  The proposed 



           10    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this, 



           11    10,000 would be for the mine site and related 



           12    infrastructure, and about 6,000 would be for the pipeline.  



           13    These areas would be impacted by excavation, filling, 



           14    vegetation removal, or other disturbance.  6,900 acres 



           15    would be wetlands.  



           16              Fish and wildlife, there could be habitat loss 



           17    or reduced habitat value for those 16,300 acres that I 



           18    mentioned.  There could also be disturbance of individual 



           19    animals.  I've already talked somewhat about the increase 



           20    in barge traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land 



           21    uses would be affected by loss of land to development.  



           22              Here is more examples of issues and concerns, 



           23    and these are focused on the communities, cultural 



           24    resources, and recreation.  Community life would be 



           25    affected by a new workforce from 3,000 construction 
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            1    workers and 1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new 



            2    employment and income, but there would also be many 



            3    effects on the community and human health.  Cultural 



            4    resources, both archeological and historic, that exist in 



            5    the area might be disturbed or destroyed.  Recreational 



            6    and visual resources might be affected by new structures 



            7    and mining operations.  



            8              For all of these issues in the EIS process we 



            9    will look first at ways that these impacts could be 



           10    avoided.  If not possible to avoid them, how could they be 



           11    minimized and how any remaining impacts could be 



           12    mitigated.  



           13              To conclude, we know that this proposed project 



           14    and land and resources are important to you, and we would 



           15    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get 



           16    involved in the EIS process.  You are already doing the 



           17    most important thing by being here tonight.  You can also 



           18    visit our website for more information and to submit 



           19    comments, or you can contact me directly.  And my direct 



           20    phone line and my e-mail are provided on the slide.  



           21              Or if you have any tribal matters, you can 



           22    contact our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer.  And her 



           23    direct phone line and e-mail are also provided here.  



           24    Tribal governments also have the opportunity to enter into 



           25    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate 
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            1    process from an EIS and cooperating agency status.  Amanda 



            2    and I have had two teleconferences with tribes so far to 



            3    discuss being a cooperating agency or participating in a 



            4    government-to-government.  We expect that there will be 



            5    others.  



            6              So that's the end of our presentation.  We would 



            7    like to hear more of your comments.  If you would like to 



            8    testify, I'm going to ask you to do so.  We ask if you do 



            9    that, again, state your name so that our court reporter 



           10    can hear it.  And if you read from written comments, we 



           11    would like that you leave a copy so that she can 



           12    accurately get them in the record.  



           13              Okay.  We asked people to indicate when they 



           14    signed in if they wished to provide any comments, and the 



           15    first one on our list is Sharon Cissna.  



           16                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  She may be next door.  



           17                    MR. KUHLE:  We'll move on.  If she comes 



           18    in, I'll just give her a second chance.  Next one is Sid 



           19    Atwood.



           20                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  He went to get 



           21    her.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  Tom Lakosh.  



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think Tom was the guy 



           24    that spoke earlier.  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  Marleanna Hall.  
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            1                    MS. MARLEANNA HALL:  Hi.  Good evening.  



            2    My name is Marleanna, M-A-R-L-E-A-N-N-A, Hall, H-A-L-L.  



            3    And I'm a projects coordinator at the Resource Development 



            4    Council for Alaska.  RDC is a statewide business 



            5    association comprised of individuals and companies from 



            6    Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and 



            7    fisheries industries.  RDC's membership includes a lot of 



            8    Native corporations, local communities, organized labor 



            9    and industry support firms.  RDC's purpose is to encourage 



           10    a strong diversified private sector in Alaska and expand 



           11    the state's economic base through the responsible 



           12    development of our natural resources.  



           13              The Donlin project is located in a region of 



           14    Alaska that experiences some of the highest unemployment 



           15    rates and has very few other opportunities.  Through the 



           16    exploration stages, Donlin has shown a strong commitment 



           17    to local hire and for supporting communities and cultures 



           18    in the region.  A project like this is a truly rare 



           19    opportunity to improve the local economy where few other 



           20    opportunities exist.  If developed, RDC believes it will 



           21    be done in a way that creates opportunity for local 



           22    employment and economic growth while protecting the 



           23    subsistence resources and culture of the region and 



           24    protecting the environment.  



           25              RDC urges the Corps to include the following in 
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            1    the EIS:  The social and economic benefits of this project 



            2    to the region, state, and the nation; the potential for 



            3    lower cost energy options to the region; and job 



            4    opportunities leading to reduced out-migration, which will 



            5    help maintain rural schools.  



            6              RDC supports a rigorous permitting process that 



            7    reviews and analyzes all potential impacts, including the 



            8    positive economic ones.  Alaska has seven existing large 



            9    mines that were permitted under the rigorous review of 



           10    NEPA and the scientifically based permitting process that 



           11    includes over 60 major state and federal permits and 



           12    authorizations.  Alaska's existing mines are operating to 



           13    the highest standards and in harmony with our renewable 



           14    resources.  Donlin's project description demonstrates an 



           15    understanding of environmental concerns, and it features 



           16    vigorous environmental management principles.  



           17              We look forward to participating in the public 



           18    process for this project which will likely provide 



           19    responsible economic prospects for this region and for 



           20    Alaska while protecting subsistence resources.  Further, 



           21    the EIS process gives Alaskans adequate time to fully 



           22    review the project documents and to provide input on the 



           23    plans.  



           24              Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this 



           25    important project.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Is Sharon Cissna 



            2    in the room?  



            3                    MS. SHARON CISSNA:  I'm in the room.  And 



            4    am I supposed to be asking a question?  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, right now we are taking 



            6    testimony.  I guess if you have a specific question, we 



            7    can try to answer it.



            8                    MS. SHARON CISSNA:  All right.  Yes.  I -- 



            9    I really do have a concern, and that's what I am here to 



           10    do is to state some of the work that I have been doing 



           11    over the last number of years looking at health in Alaska.  



           12    And this project is one of those, like so many projects 



           13    that we have in the state, that really meets one of the 



           14    issues that we really have not been dealing with, and 



           15    that's really health and the impact on the health of our 



           16    people in Alaska by the different projects that are 



           17    occurring.  



           18              And we, as the former -- I am a past State 



           19    Representative and served for 14 years in the Alaska State 



           20    House and was the co-chair of the nine years that we had 



           21    the Legislative Health Caucus.  And we did have a forum on 



           22    health and the impacts of developments to the people in 



           23    the state of Alaska and did have one of the -- one of the 



           24    scientists from the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 



           25    who spoke to us about the water safety issue.  And his 
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            1    testimony we actually heard in a forum with a number of 



            2    legislators.  And it was really pretty sobering that we 



            3    had several different community members that were not far 



            4    from the site of the mine that you are talking about.  And 



            5    they were talking about the lack of safe water in their 



            6    communities.  



            7              And the legislators were surprised and didn't 



            8    realize that Alaska had communities that didn't have safe 



            9    water.  And I don't know if it's been discussed here, but 



           10    that in Alaska we have somewhere in the mid 70s of the 



           11    state has safe water.  So we are a very strange category 



           12    compared to other states, in that the rest of the United 



           13    States has 99 point something safe water.  And that 



           14    includes some of the more socially and economically 



           15    challenged places in the country.  The kinds of statistics 



           16    that you get in communities without safe water are that 



           17    the children are the first ones that get hit, and they are 



           18    taken away to hospitals in other places.  



           19              Rural Alaska is a category different than any 



           20    one other place in our country because of how very distant 



           21    it is from those places that in the rest of the country 



           22    you do have ways to easily get to hospitals, to the 



           23    different kinds of services you have.  



           24              It's my concern and what I wanted to state was 



           25    is that unfortunately in Alaska we have not spent the time 
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            1    and energy and funding -- it's been huge amounts of 



            2    funding we have spent without the time to really make sure 



            3    that that funding is being spent in a way that really does 



            4    get results, as in safe water.  



            5              So most of the communities where mining is going 



            6    to occur, where any kind of extraction is going to occur, 



            7    the people that live there, they have a right to live 



            8    there.  They have been there for, in most cases, thousands 



            9    of years.  They are really forced with amazing impacts 



           10    that are going to jeopardize their more than well-being.  



           11    Their whole survival is being challenged.  



           12              And I really want to have anyone in any of these 



           13    kinds of meetings to really begin to demand that in our 



           14    state we start really addressing health issues, not just 



           15    making money.  Making money is important, but we appear to 



           16    spend enormous amounts more money than is necessary if, in 



           17    fact, we did take the responsibility to pay attention to 



           18    the populations where, in fact, these projects do occur.  



           19    And they are very precious populations because they 



           20    understand the land and how to live in that land more than 



           21    anyone else does.  So I hope that you will consider this 



           22    when you are thinking about this project.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person 



           24    is Sid Atwood.



           25                    MR. SID ATWOOD:  Thank you.  Okay.  My 
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            1    name is Sid Atwood.  I did already talk about my concern 



            2    about the low water, which isn't going to increase.  The 



            3    barge traffic is worse as time goes on.  But as Ms. Sharon 



            4    Cissna just mentioned, we went by canoe down the Yukon and 



            5    talked to different communities.  Actually, we started up 



            6    on the Tanana.  And that's the way to go see people.  



            7              Anyway, yeah, where the State does mention safe 



            8    water, it wasn't really true because at one point there 



            9    was, but things have failed and so safe water is the big 



           10    thing that we are looking to see.  There is way too many 



           11    diseases and so forth that happen.  And the population out 



           12    there needs to be standing up and feeling proud for 



           13    themselves instead of the other way around.  We are losing 



           14    people left and right to suicide.  Okay.  Thank you.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Carl Wassilie.  



           16                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  You have my name.  



           17    Thank you.  There is a couple things.  You know, the 



           18    toxins that inhibit fish production is at a critical 



           19    point.  We have to use the best available technology to 



           20    capture the toxins that inhibit fish production because 



           21    the fish are critical to the health and well-being of the 



           22    people out there.  One of our traditional customary ways 



           23    of sharing goes beyond the Kuskokwim watershed.  



           24    Anchorage, Alaska is the largest village.  And there's a 



           25    lot of sharing of subsistence resources in which families 
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            1    traditionally travel back and forth between Anchorage and 



            2    the Kuskokwim area.  I think it's really important to 



            3    ensure that we capture these fish inhibitors or at least 



            4    address that and study it.  



            5              And then the mercury, we definitely need to 



            6    continue to address that with a mercury risk assessment 



            7    from cradle to grave and then the continuation of 



            8    addressing the characterization of the rock for acid mine 



            9    drainage.  



           10              As I mentioned before in Bethel, there is 



           11    concern about the -- that rock characterization, that 



           12    mineral characterization there, potential for acid mine 



           13    drainage which -- and so when we are talking about 



           14    construction material that's not going to be leaching, is 



           15    not going to be captured, there is a lot of construction 



           16    material that I see in this proposal that's not going to 



           17    be addressed.  And there will be contaminants in the water 



           18    system.  So there should be a way to reduce that risk of 



           19    these contaminants getting into the water system.  



           20              And one other thing.  I wanted to make sure that 



           21    the dust -- fugitive dust is a critical issue.  The 



           22    fugitive dust.  As we know, NovaGold in the Rock Creek 



           23    Mine, there were numerous complaints with that streamlined 



           24    project.  NovaGold is one investor and Donlin, so I just 



           25    wanted to -- their poor planning and engineering led to a 
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            1    number of problems, not only with that, but with workers 



            2    on site.  The dust emission, the breaching of the -- of 



            3    the water balance led to fines.  And the State of Alaska, 



            4    actually, dam safety group had shut that mine down.  



            5              And anyway, that -- at that point they had 



            6    determined that it was a risk to the public and shut that 



            7    down.  So I just wanted to mention those few things.  At 



            8    that point -- but I really don't see how this is going to 



            9    be a safe mine at all at this point, just based on the 



           10    amount of rock and the lack of capturing the contaminants 



           11    that actually cause health problems to the people, not 



           12    only to the subsistence resources.  But I noticed you said 



           13    land use, traditional land use, but there is actually 



           14    traditional water use, too.  So the fugitive dust gets in 



           15    the area, travels to the berries, travels in the water, 



           16    the water comes down, goes up river, down river.  The dust 



           17    impacts us all.  And that's including on the barges and 



           18    the transportation route.  



           19              So I think that's it for right now.  Thank you 



           20    very much.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Nikos 



           22    Pastos with the Center For Water Advocacy.  There is a 



           23    question mark by this one, so we will see.  It's Kay 



           24    Chickalvsion.  And next one is Deantha Crockett.  



           25                    MS. DEANTHA CROCKETT:  Hi.  Thank you for 
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            1    the opportunity to comment.  My name is Deantha Crockett.  



            2    I am the Executive Director of the Alaska Miners 



            3    Association.  AMA is a nonprofit membership organization 



            4    established in 1939 to represent the mining industry in 



            5    Alaska.  We are a statewide association based in Alaska.  



            6    We are made up of more than 1,500 individual small placer 



            7    miners as well as the large miners and contractors and 



            8    vendors that are associated with the mining industry here.  



            9              AMA supports responsible development of Alaska's 



           10    natural resources, specifically the minerals that make up 



           11    my industry.  AMA supports the ability of natural resource 



           12    projects to enter into the NEPA process, one that reviews 



           13    all potential impacts, including the positive ones.  As 



           14    you mentioned in your slides, the purpose of the scoping 



           15    meetings are to share views and provide information on the 



           16    project.  



           17              Our views are:  should Donlin Gold Project 



           18    commence permitting, undergo construction and become an 



           19    operating mine, it would create an economic boom in a 



           20    region of our state that is incredibly economically 



           21    disadvantaged.  This is a region with a pretty high 



           22    unemployment rate and very few economic opportunities.  



           23              AMA believes the Donlin Gold team recognizes 



           24    that if a mine is developed in this area, it has to be 



           25    done with an emphasis on local employment, environmental 
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            1    protection, and respect for subsistence values and 



            2    culture.  In fact, Donlin Gold has already demonstrated a 



            3    strong commitment to local hire and support of neighboring 



            4    communities.  In addition, the project description shows 



            5    its understanding of the environmental concerns and 



            6    outlines management techniques that will be applied to 



            7    address these concerns.  Your slide shows 16 years of 



            8    studies done at Donlin.  That's almost as long as we raise 



            9    our kids.  The emphasis on data gathering and baseline 



           10    studies demonstrates that commitment.  



           11              We look forward to being involved in this 



           12    process.  Thank you.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to keep peace 



           14    in the valley here.  Mary is trying to reach a purpose.  



           15    If it would be possible to write up your testimony or 



           16    something of that sort -- I know this is important to your 



           17    organization, so if you could help us to get it right in 



           18    the record, that would be really welcome.  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  Tony Vaska.



           20                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Hello.  It's me again.  



           21    I'm all in favor of the open meeting process.  And you can 



           22    see how difficult it is here to communicate just in 



           23    English.  So when you use a scoping process and following 



           24    the whole EIS process and the whole NEPA process in our 



           25    villages, make sure it's clear because some technical 
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            1    aspects will not be translated.  They can't be.  They are 



            2    words that don't exist where we do.  That's one.  



            3              Two, today I had an interesting conversation at 



            4    the subsistence board meeting from Metlakatla.  They were 



            5    concerned about the mining in British Columbia in the 



            6    transboundary rivers of Southeast.  We have one in our 



            7    area.  And you will be holding an EIS meeting in one of 



            8    them at Holy Cross.  The Yukon River, the king salmon 



            9    spawn in British Columbia 2,000 miles away.  So that's 



           10    something that concerns me a lot, especially since there 



           11    are so few fish for our people.  They are still having to 



           12    pay $250 fines because the State considers them to be 



           13    fishing illegally.  



           14              So the fear of what -- the poisoning from 



           15    mercury affects my family, my friends, not just on the 



           16    Kuskokwim, but also on the Yukon.  



           17              The third thing is today the other thing that 



           18    the subsistence board was discussing -- and Fish & 



           19    Wildlife Service is part of this, as well as BLM -- the 



           20    President has asked the -- all the federal agencies to 



           21    consult with tribes on any activities on or near their 



           22    lands.  Fish & Wildlife Service has two large refuges.  



           23    The smaller one is in Togiak.  The larger one is the Yukon 



           24    Delta.  Together there are 30-million acres of land set 



           25    aside.  
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            1              Is the Army Corps of Engineers under orders from 



            2    the President to consult tribes when any activities 



            3    happen?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, we are.  And we -- we are 



            5    engaging in government-to-government consultations, and we 



            6    have also invited tribes to be cooperating agencies in the 



            7    process.  



            8              That's the last of our commenters.  So -- yes.  



            9                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Again, this is Doug 



           10    Molyneaux, M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And just three points I 



           11    just want to bring to your attention just to make sure 



           12    they are covered in this process here.  And one has to do 



           13    with the water budget.  I think estimating the 



           14    preoperational estimates of how much water is generated 



           15    and what needs to be treated, I think there is a strong 



           16    tendency in mining to really underestimate preproduction 



           17    how much water is going to be generated and what needs to 



           18    be treated.  So I guess I'd ask that you take into 



           19    consideration the track record of mines in Alaska and 



           20    perhaps elsewhere on whether they are underestimating or 



           21    overestimating what is really needed for treatment to try 



           22    to get a better estimate of what reality is.  So that's 



           23    one point about the water budget and what's going to get 



           24    treated.  



           25              Another point is impacts of population growth.  
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            1    A lot of us see a huge influx on number of people, both 



            2    employees of the mine and support agencies or support 



            3    industries in the Crooked Creek area.  Those people are 



            4    going to want to recreate, sportfishing and hunting, 



            5    subsistence fishing.  And in some of the smaller streams 



            6    in that area you are liable to find really huge impacts on 



            7    the amount of use that's going to happen in those areas 



            8    while these employees are recreating, Holokuk, Oskawalik 



            9    and the George River in particular, and the Holitna, too, 



           10    which is not too far away from the bread basket of salmon 



           11    production in the Kuskokwim.  So just make sure you are 



           12    taking into consideration those sorts of elements.  



           13              The third thing is, this kind of goes back to 



           14    the amount of water that's going to get treated for 



           15    acid-generating potential.  At one point they were looking 



           16    into actually pouring limestone in the Holitna River 



           17    basin.  And do you have any idea, is that still on the 



           18    books?  Is that one of the alternatives that's being 



           19    looked into for getting limestone for treating acid-mined 



           20    water?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  Are you asking me?



           22                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Yeah.  I guess I'm 



           23    bringing it to your attention that that was one -- 



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not familiar with that 



           25    offhand, but it would be -- 
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            1                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Just so it's on the 



            2    table so people are aware of it.  That's all.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.



            4                    MR. TOM CRAFFORD:  Hi.  My name is Tom 



            5    Crafford.  Last name is spelled C-R-A-F-F-O-R-D.  And I'm 



            6    with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources.  And I 



            7    thought that I would mention that, in tandem with the 



            8    environmental impact statement and the federal permitting 



            9    process, there will also be a State permitting process.  



           10    There are representatives here tonight from the Department 



           11    of Fish & Game, Department of Environmental Conservation, 



           12    and the Department of Environmental Resources.  And all of 



           13    these agencies and more will have to be involved with the 



           14    State permitting component of this process.  And the 



           15    Office of the Project Manager and permitting where I work 



           16    is involved in coordinating that State permitting process.  



           17              A gentleman named Jeff Bruno is the permitting 



           18    coordinator for this project.  And his e-mail address is 



           19    jeff.bruno@alaska.gov.  He was unable to be here tonight.  



           20    He's out of the state.  And he has attended all the other 



           21    scoping meetings and will be attending all the future 



           22    ones.  And I'm sorry he was unable to be here tonight.  



           23    But we want to hear from people throughout this process.  



           24    There is a State website for permitting.  And I'm sorry, 



           25    but the URL is too long for me to quote that tonight.  But 
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            1    if you contact Jeff Bruno at the e-mail address, he can 



            2    provide that to you.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd also 



            4    mention that the contact page on the website has contact 



            5    information for all the cooperating agencies involved in 



            6    the process.  



            7                    MR. COLIN O'BRIEN:  Good evening.  My name 



            8    is Colin O'Brien, and I'm here from Anchorage.  Looking 



            9    over the Federal Register notice for the scoping process, 



           10    I looked through the list of Executive Orders that the 



           11    Corps is going to be mindful of during the process.  And 



           12    one seemed to be missing, as best I can tell, and that's 



           13    the President's Executive Order on environmental justice 



           14    which requires that federal agencies, to the extent 



           15    practicable, address and mitigate adverse environmental 



           16    consequences for populations of lower socioeconomic status 



           17    and also minorities.  And it seems to me that this project 



           18    might obviously have disproportionate impacts on 



           19    communities that -- to which the Executive Order applies.  



           20    Is the Executive Order something that you guys are mindful 



           21    of or something that you intend to follow?  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  We are definitely aware of it, 



           23    and we will comply with all the appropriate Executive 



           24    Orders.  Yes.  



           25                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  My name is Mike 
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            1    Finnigan, F-I-N-N-I-G-A-N.  Couple quick questions.  How 



            2    far is this actually located from the village of Crooked 



            3    Creek?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  I couldn't catch 



            5    that.



            6                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  The actual mine site, 



            7    how far is it from the closest village?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  From the closest river?  



            9                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  No, no.  Village.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Oh, closest village.  It's ten 



           11    miles from Crooked Creek.



           12                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  Ten miles from Crooked 



           13    Creek.  Okay.  And how far are we looking at total river 



           14    traveled from barge point to barge point?  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  The distance up the Kuskokwim 



           16    River, is that the question?  



           17                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  Correct, yes.  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Approximately 200 river miles.



           19                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  200 river miles.  



           20    Thank you.  



           21                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.  



           22    And could we go back to that one slide about community and 



           23    how to get involved?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  



           25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  David, which slide again?
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            1                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  The project -- 



            2                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  Sixty-six villages.



            3                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  Sixty-six villages.  The 



            4    last meeting we had in Crooked Creek, I was pretty 



            5    concerned about skipping villages and just going to the 



            6    main routes.  And I think that, you know, 27 years for a 



            7    mine is a long time but, you know, we ain't going to be 



            8    around.  You know, everybody should be involved, the 



            9    villages, especially from Lime Village on down, because if 



           10    we do have an accident on Donlin Creek, it's going to 



           11    affect everybody on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon. 



           12                    MR. KUHLE:  So are you just making a 



           13    comment, or did you have a specific question?



           14                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  I'm just making a 



           15    comment, making a suggestion that we should have all 



           16    meetings from Lime Village all the way on down to Bethel, 



           17    wherever the barges will cover, because if they do have an 



           18    accident at Donlin Creek, it's going to affect both rivers 



           19    and all the people that are there.  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  



           21                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  Taylor, do you want to 



           22    discuss about the choosing of villages that were visited?  



           23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is something 



           24    really significant about the issue that David raises about 



           25    fair play.  We talked a little bit about this in Crooked 
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            1    Creek, and several people said you are here talking to us, 



            2    but we also care about the other communities that might be 



            3    affected by the project.  And those were Lime Village and 



            4    Stony River that are a little bit closer to the pipeline 



            5    corridor.  So I think there is a very deep belief in the 



            6    YK Delta that everybody affected ought to have a real 



            7    opportunity to have their voice heard.  



            8              What we are doing is a bit of a compromise.  We 



            9    have tried to spread out the meetings to ensure that every 



           10    subregion within the YK Delta has an opportunity for a 



           11    scoping meeting.  So we are trying to emphasize spreading 



           12    out across the subregions, but we made a commitment to 



           13    David in the Crooked Creek meeting that Moxie and I would 



           14    make some follow-up calls directly again to Lime Village, 



           15    Stony River, Sleetmute and to provide a briefing to 



           16    provide information over the phone and to do what we can 



           17    to ensure that they have a chance to make their voices 



           18    heard.  



           19              So we are going to come up short on some things, 



           20    but we are going to try really hard to make sure that all 



           21    of the communities have an opportunity to participate and 



           22    to be heard.  It's a good reminder that we have got to 



           23    work hard on this, David.  Thanks.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions?  



           25                    MR. WILLIAM VENES:  My name is William 
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            1    Venes, V-E-N-E-S.  And I'm from Bethel.  I'm a TKC 



            2    shareholder myself.  And I'd just like to say that I hear 



            3    a lot of talk about the positive benefits of the economic 



            4    development in the area, which is definitely lacking, but 



            5    I mean, how do you value that against the potential loss 



            6    of a lot of traditional lifestyles and stuff?  I mean, I 



            7    guess I hope that you really put a lot of emphasis in the 



            8    EIS on traditional ways of life that will be lost and 



            9    obviously cannot be really replaced.  That's my comment.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's what 



           11    the EIS process is about is to identify both the positive 



           12    and the negative and evaluate those and look at 



           13    alternatives.  Thank you.  



           14                    MS. JUDY BITTER:  My name is Judy Bittner.  



           15    I'm the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer, and 



           16    I'll be participating in the EIS process, but also wanted 



           17    to let folks know there is another parallel process within 



           18    the National Historic Preservation Act in section 106 that 



           19    has an opportunity for people to consult on the historic 



           20    properties that may or will be affected by this and 



           21    working out ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate those 



           22    adverse impacts.  And that will be going along as the EIS 



           23    progresses that there will be some consultation with the 



           24    federal agencies, the public and the interested parties on 



           25    that, as well.  And I'm with the Department of Natural 
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            1    Resources.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Anybody else?  



            3                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  My name is Caleb 



            4    Redman.  I missed most of the meeting, but -- maybe this 



            5    has been addressed, but I was under the impression that 



            6    this mine had the potential impact of 40 times the impact 



            7    of the Pebble Mine.  Is that true, sir?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  It has -- 



            9                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Forty times the 



           10    environmental impact.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Forty times the environmental 



           12    impact of Pebble?  



           13                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Is that true?  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  I would seriously doubt it, 



           15    but I guess we haven't evaluated it.  That's what the EIS 



           16    process is for is to evaluate the impacts, but -- so, I 



           17    guess I'm not prepared to make a comparison to Pebble.  



           18                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  So you are with the 



           19    company, then, that is proposing, or was there -- who are 



           20    you exactly?  I'm not sure.  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time 



           22    understanding what you are saying.  I'm sorry.  



           23                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  I was curious if there 



           24    has ever been any type of environmental degradation in the 



           25    past concerning this type of development on the land and 
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            1    earth.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Any type of environmental 



            3    impact?  



            4                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Degradation.  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  From -- 



            6                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  From this type of 



            7    development.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  From this type of mining?  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose, could we 



           10    have a sidebar conversation after the meeting so I can 



           11    catch you up on some of the questions and some of the 



           12    material that was covered earlier and we can answer some 



           13    questions and make sure that you have a chance to provide 



           14    your comments?  But we are getting a little bit late.  I 



           15    see people getting antsy to go, so I don't want to really 



           16    go all the way back to the beginning and review a lot of 



           17    the previous material.  But we will follow up after the 



           18    session.  Okay?  



           19              I take it -- we are seeing body language that 



           20    it's about time to wrap up.  Last call if you have any 



           21    comments.  And I think we are on closing appreciations, 



           22    Don.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  All right.  Thank 



           24    you for coming.  



           25               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:06 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Good evening.  Welcome to the

  3    scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project environmental

  4    impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My name is Don

  5    Kuhle.  I'm with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  I'm

  6    the project manager for the EIS.  There are a number of

  7    cooperating agencies here who will participate in the EIS,

  8    and we also have a third-party contractor here, URS

  9    Corporation.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask

 10    them as we go through the presentation.  If you do,

 11    though, we ask that you identify yourself before stating a

 12    question for our court reporter.  And if you ask more than

 13    one question, we ask that you identify yourself each time.

 14              Here is the agenda for tonight.  It will provide

 15    you with an idea of the topics that we will cover.  We

 16    will go on as to the purpose of tonight's meeting and then

 17    the EIS project milestones.  After that we want to provide

 18    a basic overview of the project as Donlin Gold has

 19    proposed it.  And we will summarize a few issues as a way

 20    of inviting the comments.  And we encourage you to get

 21    involved, and we will tell you how to do that.

 22              Donlin Gold has proposed an open pit gold mine

 23    ten miles north of Crooked Creek on the Kuskokwim River.

 24    And in order to comply with the National Environmental

 25    Policy Act, or NEPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
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  1    be preparing an EIS to identify and analyze potential

  2    impacts.  The Corps is neither a proponent nor an opponent

  3    of the project.  The EIS will be used in making permit

  4    decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  The scoping

  5    meetings are the first step in the EIS process.

  6              This map gives an overview of the project area,

  7    which extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of

  8    Crooked Creek and on down to the lower Kuskokwim River.

  9    This is a remote area with little development to date and

 10    no existing roads to the region.  The map shows that

 11    existing transportation and energy infrastructure in

 12    Alaska is concentrated in Southcentral Alaska.  The

 13    proposed mine will require all new infrastructure,

 14    including roads and a pipeline, with all this subject to

 15    permitting before the project can proceed.

 16              This map gives an idea of the logistics and

 17    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

 18    logistics of the mine include fuel and cargo from west

 19    coast ports to Bethel.  Fuel would be transferred in Dutch

 20    Harbor from ocean going ships and barges and then again to

 21    river barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies will go to Bethel

 22    and be transferred to river barges, and the fuel and

 23    supplies will then be barged upriver and offloaded at a

 24    new barge landing in Jungjuk.  There will also be a new

 25    pipeline from Cook Inlet which will bring natural gas for
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  1    the mill.

  2              Now we are going to turn to the EIS process, and

  3    we will start with why an EIS is prepared in the first

  4    place.  The National Environmental Policy Act requires an

  5    EIS for any major federal action significantly affecting

  6    the quality of the human environment.  In this case,

  7    Donlin Gold has submitted an application for permits under

  8    section 404 of the Clean Water Act and section 10 of the

  9    Rivers and Harbors Act.  Issuance of these permits will be

 10    a major federal action and require an EIS to evaluate the

 11    environmental impacts of the proposed project.  The EIS,

 12    along with other applicable laws and regulations, will be

 13    used by the Corps and by other agencies to make permit

 14    decisions.

 15              In addition to complying with NEPA, the Corps is

 16    also required to complete public interest review and

 17    analysis under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act

 18    which requires that we select the least environmentally

 19    damaging practical alternative, and we will incorporate

 20    the information necessary for these determinations into

 21    the EIS.

 22              This slide shows that there will be many

 23    agencies, tribes and regional organizations who will work

 24    together on the EIS.  Cooperating agencies are selected

 25    based on their permitting responsibilities and special
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  1    expertise.  As an example, the project would occur on BLM

  2    and State of Alaska lands, so they will be evaluating

  3    whether to issue right-of-way permits for use of these

  4    lands.  Tribal governments and regional cooperators

  5    contribute specialized knowledge about the local area and

  6    resources and lands use.

  7              As I said previously, the EIS will be used by

  8    the agencies to aid in permit decisions.  It will not,

  9    however, replace the normal permitting authorities and

 10    processes.

 11              The Donlin Gold Project will require many

 12    federal permits and consultations.  This slide provides

 13    six examples.  I'll highlight two of them and invite you

 14    to read the rest.  Since the project will place fill in

 15    wetlands and other waters of the United States, the Corps

 16    will need to make section 404 permit decisions as to

 17    whether or not to authorize the fill.  And since a portion

 18    of the project pipeline would cross BLM lands, BLM will

 19    need to evaluate a right-of-way permit application.  You

 20    can find a more comprehensive list of the required permits

 21    in the Donlin Gold application on the project website.

 22              This slide shows there are also many permits

 23    required from the State of Alaska.  Three departments of

 24    the State government are noted here.  For example, over 60

 25    percent of the pipeline will be installed on State lands,
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  1    so the Department of Natural Resources will evaluate the

  2    right-of-way application.  Department of Environmental

  3    Conservation has several responsibilities for water and

  4    air quality permits.  And the Department of Fish & Game

  5    has permitting responsibilities to protect fish habitat.

  6    So this overview of permits shows why various federal and

  7    State agencies are involved in the EIS.

  8              So we will turn to the milestones in the EIS.

  9    Some of you may be familiar with the steps in preparing an

 10    EIS.  The diagram on the right shows six major steps that

 11    will be taken from now through November 2015.  The EIS

 12    process began with a Notice of Intent that was published

 13    in the Federal Register on December 14, 2012.  That also

 14    kicked off the scoping process, which this scoping meeting

 15    tonight is part of that, in which we are providing

 16    information and gathering comments.  And we will use the

 17    information from the scoping process to develop the draft

 18    EIS, which we expect to complete about August 2014.  These

 19    dates from here on out are estimates.  They could possibly

 20    change, but they are our best estimate at this time.

 21              Once a draft EIS is completed, we will have

 22    another review process and another round of public

 23    meetings to gather comments and information on the draft,

 24    and we will use that to prepare the final EIS, which we

 25    expect to complete about October 2015.  And then the
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  1    different agencies will use the final EIS to prepare the

  2    Record of Decisions, and expect it to be done about

  3    November of 2015.  Again, these are just estimated dates

  4    at this time.

  5              One of the most important things to note about

  6    this slide are the two orange circles -- the gold-colored

  7    circles which identify the best opportunities to provide

  8    input into the EIS process, the first, of course, being

  9    the scoping process, and the second one being the review

 10    process for the draft EIS.  So any information provided by

 11    March 29th or the end of the scoping period will be

 12    incorporated into the draft EIS.

 13              The purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 14    information and listen to residents in the affected

 15    region.  This can be broken down into four areas.  The

 16    first is to share information about the proposed project.

 17    And we will do this shortly in the presentation.

 18    Information is also available on the project website and

 19    newsletters that are being mailed out to all the affected

 20    households.

 21              The second purpose is to provide information

 22    about the EIS milestones.  And that's what we showed on

 23    the last slide to give you an idea of the time frame

 24    involved.  The next two are to identify issues and

 25    concerns to examine in the EIS, and to identify useful
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  1    information from communities.  And we are counting on you

  2    to help us with these last two.  We would like to know

  3    what you would like to see addressed in the EIS and if you

  4    have any information we can use to make informed

  5    decisions.

  6              Here is a schedule for our scoping meetings.  In

  7    the first week, last week, we started with the villages

  8    nearest the project.  Next week we will be focused on the

  9    lower Kuskokwim River.  And in February we will travel to

 10    the Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon.  And in March we

 11    will have a final round including the middle Yukon and the

 12    upper Kuskokwim.

 13              This map is busy, but the color scheme

 14    represents many subregions of the project area and helps

 15    to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an

 16    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

 17    villages nearest the proposed project.  In this subregion

 18    we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it's the closest

 19    to the proposed mine, and also in Aniak, which is a

 20    subregional hub.  For the other subregions, meetings will

 21    similarly be held in the subregional hubs.

 22              We will stop here for a minute and see if there

 23    is any questions on the steps of the EIS process.  Yes.

 24    Could you state your name, please.

 25                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  Lillian Koenig.  The
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  1    information you put up there about how we can give public

  2    input, how do we get that information?  Can we go on-line?

  3    Can we download it?  I just said, for community input, you

  4    stated there is a finite time for that.  Can we get that

  5    information on-line and download that information?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  The information should be

  7    available on the project website, donlingoldeis.com.

  8                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  So that's what we

  9    could use to give community input, we can type --

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  There is a form on there that

 11    you can submit information on the website.  Or my e-mail

 12    will be up here shortly.  You can send comments directly

 13    to me, if you like.

 14                    MS. LILLIAN KOENIG:  Okay.  So one of my

 15    questions probably would be:  What kind of jobs will be

 16    available for the general public if that mine does go

 17    through, and how do you incorporate us in those jobs?

 18    Because one thing I notice about Alaska is that so many

 19    young people, you know, with the Slope and the oil, they

 20    think, oh, I'm going to get these great jobs, and they

 21    don't.  And it's a pipe dream.  And they bring in people

 22    from everywhere but here.  So if that goes through -- and

 23    eventually it probably will -- how will you get, you know,

 24    your workers?  Will you bring them in and fly them out and

 25    in, or do you promise to give these young people who are
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  1    graduating from high school jobs in the near future?

  2              Thank you.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, the hiring process will

  4    be done by Donlin Gold.  I guess, you know, we are open to

  5    any comments you would like to make, you know, as far as,

  6    you know, how you would like to -- you know, some of the

  7    issues that you mentioned that you would like to see

  8    addressed.  But at this point, the Corps of Engineers will

  9    not be involved in the hiring process.

 10                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So this is a question that

 11    really helps us focus on the purpose of the scoping

 12    meeting tonight.  Of course, it's a central concern in the

 13    region and across Alaska, what will be the socioeconomic

 14    opportunities associated with the Donlin Gold Mine, the

 15    proposed mine.  Tonight what we are doing is putting

 16    issues on the table for complete analysis in the EIS.  And

 17    so the question that our friend raised about what would be

 18    the workforce development, the hiring practices, what

 19    would be the socioeconomic, employment and income impacts

 20    from the Donlin Gold Project, that will be a detailed

 21    section in the draft EIS that will come out in November of

 22    2014.

 23              Again, tonight what we are trying to do is be

 24    sure that we understand the targets for that analysis.  So

 25    we are not generally going to speculate about the outcome
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  1    of that analysis.  We really want to gather that input and

  2    then we will work on it and bring that back to the public

  3    in a draft EIS.

  4              I think Don had offered to do this a little

  5    informally.  We had one request from a fellow who would

  6    like to testify early rather than waiting to the

  7    conclusion.  Would that be suitable?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Sure.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So name first and so on.

 10                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Yes.  Thank you.  My name

 11    is Tom Lakosh.  I'm an Anchorage resident here.  And the

 12    concerns that I have are similar to that that cropped up

 13    with the Pebble Mine about bonding and regulatory

 14    provisions for what an in perpetuity bond would look like

 15    and how it would handle situations to maintain

 16    impermeability of the drainage and isolated from the

 17    hydrologic system, particularly if, in fact, there might

 18    be contingency for a tailings dam failure included in that

 19    bonding and replacement of impermeable -- an impermeable

 20    state.

 21              I understand that there is supposed to be a

 22    lining underneath the tailings pile to keep the hydrologic

 23    system separate from the acid mine drainage or the

 24    tailings drainage, but that -- I've never heard of

 25    anything that can act in perpetuity underneath that
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  1    pile -- that tailings piling.  And I'm wondering if there

  2    has been a contingency to place an impermeable cap over

  3    the pilings to prevent the intrusion of rainwater and pond

  4    water into the tailings that would produce the acid

  5    drainage and how exactly, you know, that's going to figure

  6    into the amount of bonding that's provided.

  7              Can you answer any of those questions at this

  8    time or have a discussion about that circumstance?

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, again, I think at this

 10    time we are taking comments of what the concerns are.  And

 11    all those issues that are identified will be evaluated and

 12    analyzed.  You know, you are bringing up some good

 13    questions but, you know -- and it's being taken down on

 14    the record here.  And those things will be addressed in

 15    the EIS.

 16                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Right.  And to the extent

 17    that there is a need for an in perpetuity care for the

 18    facility, I believe it should include funds necessary to

 19    remediate a dam failure, a tailings dam failure,

 20    impoundment failure, as well as in perpetuity capping and

 21    prevention of intrusion of pond and rainwater into the

 22    tailings to prevent creation of drainage that would

 23    otherwise eventually circumvent any underlining that may

 24    be placed, which clearly cannot last in perpetuity.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  So I guess as far as the
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  1    bonding, yes, the State has a bonding program.  So if

  2    there were -- a bond will be required.  And your other

  3    issues, again, we -- you know, we are taking note of those

  4    and it will be evaluated in the EIS.

  5                    MR. TOM LAKOSH:  Okay.  Thank you.

  6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, we had another

  7    request for somebody to testify early.  I think it's a

  8    special circumstance.  We are going to have to ask

  9    everybody to work with us together on this.  I think we

 10    want to accommodate folks as much as we can but not

 11    totally lose track of the next steps in the presentation.

 12    So if you are okay with this, I'm going to go ahead with

 13    one more testimony now, and then we will turn to the next

 14    section of the presentation that will talk about the

 15    proposed mine components, the project components.

 16                    MS. LOUISE DONHAUSER:  My name is Louise

 17    Donhauser.  My address is 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200,

 18    Anchorage, AK 99501.  For this Donlin Gold Project EIS, I

 19    am providing this comment and including 19 additional

 20    pages which I will not read but are inclusive of this

 21    January 22, 2013 Donlin Gold Project EIS.  Thank you for

 22    your time.  Signature, Louise Donhauser.  Louise

 23    Donhauser, 900 West 5th Avenue, Suite 200, Anchorage, AK

 24    99501.  Thank you.

 25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Tony, are you ready to
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  1    move forward, or did you want to ask comments looking at

  2    the EIS -- do you have comments on the EIS?  Here is a

  3    question about the EIS process perhaps.  Please go ahead.

  4                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Hello.  My name is Tony

  5    Vaska.  I'm a shareholder in The Kuskokwim Corporation and

  6    the Calista Corporation.  When was the last time you read

  7    the Federal Register?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  I read the notice.  We just

  9    published it on December 14.

 10                    MR. TONY VASKA:  How often do you think

 11    people from the villages will read the Federal Register as

 12    part of the EIS process?

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm guessing it's not often,

 14    but the Federal Register is just one means in which we are

 15    making the information regarding the project available.

 16                    MR. TONY VASKA:  And do you have a

 17    translator explaining the process in detail?  Because it's

 18    a very complicated process.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  What was the question?  Do we

 20    have a translator?

 21                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Yes, for the EIS.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  We have translators involved

 23    in the process, yes.  We had a translator when we were in

 24    Bethel last week.  We have had translators available at

 25    the meetings, and we intend to have them available
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  1    whenever necessary.

  2                    MR. TONY VASKA:  The last EIS process I

  3    went through was the Outer Continental Shelf Aleutian

  4    Shelf stoppage in 1978, and it was complicated primarily

  5    because the deep water regulations were still being

  6    developed, and they are complicated in how you do that.

  7    Very few people in Alaska will read the Federal Register.

  8    So it needs to be done not only in the local newspapers,

  9    but in the local languages in the area because an EIS

 10    process is complicated.  Just the beginning is

 11    complicated.  And my concern is that you are not

 12    enunciating clearly enough to people who will be affected

 13    the most by the process.  And what steps are you taking to

 14    make sure that that happens?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  As I said, you know, we are

 16    taking what we believe is an adequate approach.  We are

 17    providing translators whenever necessary, but information

 18    besides the website is -- there is newsletters going out

 19    to every household in the affected regions.  I guess I

 20    would welcome any recommendations you have as to how we

 21    can improve on that.  If you feel there are people that

 22    are not receiving adequate information, we would certainly

 23    like to be made aware of that during the -- as soon as

 24    possible.  But I mean, I -- we have heard your concern and

 25    it's -- I guess we will take --

00017

  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  If I could, let me -- I

  2    neglected to introduce myself a few minutes ago.  I'm

  3    Taylor Brelsford, and I lead the technical team that

  4    provides support to the Army Corps of Engineers for this

  5    project.  I think the gist of Tony's comment is about

  6    ensuring the people affected by the proposed project have

  7    effective information and effective opportunity to raise

  8    their voices on this.  And I can say that several of the

  9    folks on our team have lived and worked in rural Alaska

 10    over the years and have a pretty strong personal interest

 11    in ensuring that we do everything we can think of to

 12    provide that bridge of communication.

 13              So the newsletter went to 7,000 households.  I

 14    think that's a pretty wide distribution.  And those

 15    newsletters will go out throughout the course of the EIS

 16    to try to build little by little more understanding.  Don

 17    appeared on a radio program, a call-in program, with a

 18    translator at KYUK last week, and we will try to do that

 19    again when we are out in the YK Delta.  So regular

 20    broadcasts would be one more tool.  We actually are

 21    advertising and trying to take advantage of

 22    teleconferencing so that folks can participate and listen

 23    to those questions.

 24              And finally, the website is a growing tool in

 25    public communication.  It includes a lot of detailed
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  1    information, more than we are going into tonight, but also

  2    an automatic comment sheet so you can just fill out

  3    something, and it's posted to the record automatically.

  4              So I want to say we, too, want to do the right

  5    thing on this kind of outreach so the people in the

  6    community have a chance to understand the project, to

  7    think about what it would mean in their lives, to the

  8    land, the waters that they've used for generations.  And

  9    as we move towards the final decision, there has really

 10    been a thorough discussion of impacts and a thorough

 11    opportunity for the communities to be heard.

 12              So I thank you for speaking with passion about

 13    the affected -- how important this is to the communities

 14    in the region.  We all need to do our best on this.  So

 15    thanks.

 16                    MR. TONY VASKA:  I've got one more

 17    question, and that is:  How do you tie this to the

 18    leaching of mercury from Red Devil?  And I had fish

 19    tonight, but it wasn't Kuskokwim fish.  It was Kenai River

 20    reds.  Why?  Because I couldn't go fishing at all.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I think you are getting into

 22    more of the other issues that we will talk about later.

 23    Mercury is one of the issues that we are well aware of and

 24    we will look at it in several areas.  And that will be

 25    mentioned later in the program.
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  1              Any other questions on the EIS process before we

  2    move on?

  3              Okay.  We will now move on to a summary of the

  4    mining project as proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold is

  5    a 50/50 partnership between two large international mining

  6    companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  And the Donlin Gold

  7    deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska Native

  8    corporations.  Calista Corporation is the subsurface

  9    owner, and The Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface owner.

 10    This is a very large project, as you can see, expecting to

 11    produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a

 12    life span of -- an operational life span of 27 and a half

 13    years, and processing 59,000 tons of ore each day.

 14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me check in.  Somebody

 15    has joined us on the teleconference.  This is the Donlin

 16    Gold EIS scoping meeting in Anchorage.

 17                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yeah.  This is Kate

 18    Thalhouser from Georgetown Tribal Council.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are about a third of

 20    the way through Donlin's presentation.  And when we pause

 21    for comments, I'll try and put my elbow in and see if we

 22    can make sure you have an opportunity to ask questions or

 23    comments along the way.

 24                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Okay.  Sorry to

 25    interrupt.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Are you able to hear Don

  2    easily when he's speaking?

  3                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yeah.  I can hear

  4    him.

  5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thanks.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  And we have noted that the

  7    Donlin Gold Project would be located in a remote part of

  8    the state, stretching from Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim

  9    Valley.  This area is home to some 66 communities that

 10    might be affected by the project.  In many communities the

 11    project might affect lands and resources that are used for

 12    subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This project

 13    will face an extensive set of legal requirements with many

 14    permits and many agencies involved.

 15              The diagram at the top of this slide shows the

 16    timeline from exploration to closure.  Donlin has worked

 17    on exploration and environmental baseline studies for 16

 18    years prior to submitting their permit applications.  We

 19    are now moving -- we are now starting the three-year

 20    permitting period, first step of which is the scoping

 21    meetings, which is why we are here tonight.

 22              At the conclusion of the EIS process, the

 23    agencies will decide to issue or deny the permits.  If the

 24    permits are issued, Donlin Gold can proceed with three to

 25    four years of construction and then an estimated 27 and a
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  1    half years of operations.  At the conclusion of the active

  2    life of the mine, Donlin Gold will be responsible for

  3    closure and reclamation.  This includes decommissioning

  4    the mill facilities and the pipeline and covering over the

  5    waste treatment or the tailings storage facility and the

  6    waste rock storage facilities.  The land will be

  7    recontoured and native vegetation will be planted.

  8              Now I'll turn to the major components of the

  9    project, starting with the pipeline and power plant.  The

 10    pipeline will be buried, not up on supports like the

 11    Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be a cold pipe.  It

 12    will not generate heat and will not damage permafrost.

 13    Where it crosses eight major rivers, the pipeline will be

 14    installed below the river bed using horizontal directional

 15    drilling, or HDD, as shown in the center photo at the top

 16    of the slide.  For example, this technique will be used to

 17    cross the Kuskokwim River and three forks of the George

 18    River.

 19              The image of the block valve on the right side

 20    of the slide shows that the pipeline right-of-way will not

 21    be fenced off, so it will not block access to subsistence

 22    use areas.  The right-of-way will be brushed every ten

 23    years to provide continued access for monitoring and

 24    maintenance by Donlin Gold.  The construction process will

 25    not leave a road along the right-of-way.  The design will
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  1    allow access, but after construction no improved access

  2    for vehicles and no bridges at the water crossings.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Pause for a second.  Do we

  4    have another person joining the teleconference for the

  5    Donlin Gold EIS scoping meeting?  A mystery participant.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This slide shows that

  7    the pipeline would start at Beluga, cross the Alaska Range

  8    over Rainy Pass, run west along the foothills of the

  9    Alaska Range into the Kuskokwim River Valley and continue

 10    west to the mine site near Crooked Creek.  The pipeline

 11    would cross about 56 percent State lands, 34 percent BLM

 12    lands, and ten percent Native corporation lands.

 13              Note the blue segment where an alternate

 14    pipeline corridor would avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the

 15    Alaska Range.  It would separate from the originally

 16    proposed route at milepost 105 and rejoin the primary

 17    alignment at milepost 150.  Donlin Gold has recently

 18    notified the Corps that this alternative is under

 19    consideration and will be examined during geotechnical

 20    investigations during the coming summer.

 21              This slide shows the project components at the

 22    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.

 23    Number one is the open pit which would eventually cover

 24    1,400 acres.  It will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide and

 25    1,850 feet deep near the end of the operational life of
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  1    the mine.

  2              Number two is a tailings impoundment,

  3    technically referred to as a waste treatment facility,

  4    which would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half

  5    square miles.  Tailings refer to the fine powder-like

  6    material that is left after the gold has been removed from

  7    the mill.  Number three is the waste rock facility which

  8    would cover about 2,300 acres.  This is the rock that is

  9    removed to get to the gold-bearing ore.  These major

 10    facilities support the mill and should process about

 11    59,000 tons of ore per day.

 12              This is an overview of the major transportation

 13    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port

 14    facilities in Bethel to transfer the cargo and fuel to

 15    river barges.  The barges, again, would go up the

 16    Kuskokwim River to a new barge landing at Jungjuk, and

 17    from there the fuel and cargo would be transferred by way

 18    of a new 30-mile road from the port to the mine site.

 19    Also at the mine site, or near the mine site would be a

 20    new 5,000-foot airstrip and a 40-million-gallon diesel

 21    storage facility.

 22              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk will

 23    extend about 1,000 feet along the river bank and about

 24    1,500 feet back from the river bank for a total of 26

 25    acres.  Donlin Gold Project would increase barge traffic
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  1    on the Kuskokwim River to transport the supplies and

  2    diesel fuel, with the fuel being needed to power the large

  3    mining equipment and the trucks.  Fuel barges will be

  4    double-hulled.

  5              The average navigation season will be about 110

  6    days per year.  There would be about three barge tow

  7    passings per day, meaning that if you were at any point on

  8    the river you could expect to see three barge tows, either

  9    two up and one down or one up and two down, most likely.

 10    There would be four barges per tow.  And there would be

 11    about 64 cargo barge tows per season and 58 fuel barge

 12    tows per season.  Cargo barges would carry about 550 tons

 13    each and the fuel barges would carry 173,000 gallons each.

 14    Note that the shipping season, barge tow frequency and

 15    number of barge loads would be roughly the same both

 16    during construction and during operation of the project.

 17              Additional infrastructure includes a

 18    construction camp of 2,500 beds which would support a

 19    construction workforce of up to 3,000 jobs.  This includes

 20    some smaller remote camps for pipeline construction.  The

 21    permanent camp has 600 beds and will support a workforce

 22    of up to 1,400 employees working shifts, meaning about

 23    only half of the workforce would be on site at any given

 24    time.

 25              Okay.  We will pause for any questions on the
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  1    Donlin project and its components.  Any questions before

  2    we move on?

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Take a second and see if

  4    anybody on the line has questions about this section of

  5    the presentation.  This was concerning project components.

  6    Kate, are you still with us?

  7                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  Yes, I'm still here.

  8    Sorry.  I had the mute on.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Good teleconference

 10    manners.  Any questions or comments?

 11                    MS. KATE THALHOUSER:  No, not yet.

 12    Thanks.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Thank you.

 14                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  My name is Carl

 15    Wassilie, C-A-R-L W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  Thanks again for

 16    holding this public meeting.  I think it's really

 17    important to get the public involved at the earliest stage

 18    as possible.  I was wondering about -- you had the barge

 19    infrastructure slide up there.  And one of the concerns I

 20    keep coming across is similar to the Shell Oil grounding.

 21    The barges -- which direction are the barges going to be

 22    going?  Are they going to be going down the Pacific Coast

 23    or are they going to be going to China?  Or which

 24    direction are the barges going to be going?  Are they

 25    going to be going through False Pass?  Are they going to
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  1    be taking a route that goes along the whole coastline of

  2    the state or the Aleutian Chain?  Which direction are the

  3    barges going?  I think the scoping should include that

  4    part of the infrastructure.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  I think one of the earlier

  6    slides kind of showed the route, that the fuel and cargo

  7    would come from west coast of the United States up,

  8    transport to Dutch Harbor where fuel would be transferred

  9    from ocean-going ships to the fuel barges which would go

 10    to Bethel where they will be downloaded to smaller river

 11    barges for transport up the river.  So I think that slide,

 12    you know, pretty clearly shows how that was presented to

 13    us.  Do you remember seeing that?

 14                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  Yeah, I do remember

 15    seeing that.  So that was going in.  What about the barges

 16    carrying mercury out?  Where does that mercury go?  How

 17    would that transportation infrastructure look like when

 18    you are addressing the mercury risk?  You have to include

 19    the communities at Dutch Harbor, wherever else they might

 20    be transferring.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I don't know offhand.

 22    I guess we would have to take note of that comment, unless

 23    Taylor has more information.  But I don't know at this

 24    point as far as the exact route that mercury -- co-product

 25    mercury would take.  So I guess I just don't know that at
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  1    this point.  I guess we will take that as a comment and

  2    make sure that is addressed.  And it would be -- you know,

  3    it would be addressed in the draft EIS, and you would have

  4    a chance to comment on it for the final EIS.

  5                    MR. BRIAN COYLE:  My name is Brian Coyle.

  6    Quick question.  Since there will be three passings a day,

  7    what is the current traffic on the river?  How much of an

  8    increase is this is what I'd be getting at.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  It's a substantial increase.

 10    I don't know offhand what the exact traffic is, but as I

 11    understand it, it's -- I believe it's probably one or less

 12    per day now.  But I don't really know.  That's just my

 13    guess.

 14                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think it's more on the

 15    order of one per week or one per ten days.

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  I guess it sounds like

 17    it's more on the order of one per week or one every ten

 18    days.  So it will be a substantial increase.

 19                    MR. BRIAN COYLE:  I'd like to see the EIS

 20    have some analysis of what that additional traffic would

 21    be.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  It definitely will.

 23                    MR. JOSEPH BALDWIN:  My name is Joseph

 24    Baldwin.  I have a similar question having to do with the

 25    impact of the increased traffic from Bethel upriver.  And
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  1    my concern here is mostly experience on the Kenai where

  2    increased boat traffic had considerable impact on the

  3    vegetation along the river.  And having lived in Aniak in

  4    the past, I know that increased traffic would cause

  5    considerable damage to the bank on the river, plus

  6    possibly disrupt fishing activities during the critical

  7    summer period.  I hope that impact statement doesn't

  8    ignore the traffic route.  Your project mentions that you

  9    have a transportation route, and I hope the impact

 10    statement will address that, too.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  We will definitely include

 12    that.  And that will be addressed in the impact -- in the

 13    EIS.  Thank you.

 14                    MR. SID ATWOOD:  Thank you.  My name is

 15    Sid Atwood.  What I'm wanting to address when you brought

 16    up barges is the fuel barges that haven't been able to

 17    make it up river lately.  We were at Nikolai in 2009 when

 18    we had that wonderful bonus of $1,200 for everybody to

 19    spend, so we went and saw how the people were doing.  And

 20    the barge couldn't make it to Nikolai, so they had to pay

 21    quite a bit of money for flying in fuel.  This is

 22    happening quite a bit.  There is about half of the ponds

 23    in the Arctic now that are not ponds anymore.  So as water

 24    goes down -- I know you're talking about long term, and I

 25    want you to be sure to look at do we have water level.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

  2                    MR. HARRY CRAWFORD:  My name is Harry

  3    Crawford.  And I saw that the pipeline, the gas pipeline

  4    was coming from Beluga.  And we are having problems with

  5    deliverability today, so 27 and a half years of

  6    production, how much gas are you going to use and where is

  7    it going to come from?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess, you know, we

  9    are aware that the gas situation in Cook Inlet has changed

 10    a lot in the last few years and expect that there will be

 11    changes in the coming years.  And because of that, Donlin

 12    hasn't provided a specific plan regarding that yet, but it

 13    will be considered in the EIS as, you know -- it will be

 14    one of the issues that will definitely be addressed.  And

 15    we will have to take a closer look at that on the best

 16    information available.

 17                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John,

 18    and I'm from the village of Crooked Creek.  And my concern

 19    is the water level, like that guy was saying earlier.  And

 20    you know, as everybody knows, we have fish going up and

 21    down the river even through the wintertime.  And how will

 22    it affect me and my community?  You know, if you guys do

 23    have an accident, are you prepared to cover it or what?

 24    I'd like -- we have salmon coming up every spring, and in

 25    the fall time we have whitefish and lingcod coming up, and
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  1    grayling.  With that many barges going up and down the

  2    river, will it affect the salmon that's going up?

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, we are certainly aware

  4    that the barge traffic could have a potential effect on

  5    salmon and, as you will see later, we are looking at fish

  6    habitat as one of the issues that we will be addressing.

  7    So the fact that we have heard that concern already and

  8    the fact that you are bringing it up, it will be in the

  9    record and it definitely will be addressed.  I don't have

 10    the answer because I can't quantify those impacts at this

 11    point, but that's the purpose of our scoping meeting is to

 12    hear these concerns.  So we will look at that.

 13                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  My name is Doug

 14    Molyneaux.  Last name is M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And my

 15    comment also has to do with the water level.  The

 16    discharge into the Kuskokwim River is driven in pretty

 17    good share from glacier meltwater in the headwaters there.

 18    And as Sid Atwood has mentioned, there has been a tendency

 19    in recent years of really low water levels.  I think some

 20    of that is the glaciers are drying up, as well as some of

 21    the water percolating through the tundra.

 22              But over the length of the life of the project,

 23    we are likely to see a big change in those glaciers and

 24    how much discharge is coming through.  And I just wanted

 25    to make sure that that's being accounted for, projecting
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  1    discharge and changes in discharge that might occur.

  2              And also originally there was plans on having a

  3    barge station at Crow Village downstream of Aniak, and now

  4    the new station is upstream of Aniak quite a ways.  Any

  5    comments on how -- as to the water depth between those two

  6    locations?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess I don't have specific

  8    information in that regard.  I'm sure Donlin has studied

  9    it extensively before they made their change to go further

 10    up the river.  As far as the glacial melt and that, that's

 11    a good point to bring up and, you know, we will mention

 12    later that we are also looking at potential impacts of

 13    global warming.  So that's, I guess, somewhat related to

 14    that.

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So addressing another

 16    aspect of your question, Doug, you are drawing attention

 17    to alternatives and alternatives in design as the project

 18    has matured.  So Donlin considered many approaches on

 19    transportation and energy sources for the mine project.  I

 20    believe that the former design you are referring to looked

 21    at Birch Tree Crossing downstream from Aniak.  And at that

 22    stage they were planning to fuel the entire operation on

 23    the basis of barged-in fuel.

 24              And subsequently the gas pipeline was developed

 25    as a design -- as a component so that the power source for
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  1    the electrical generation of the mine is by natural gas

  2    from the pipeline, which drastically reduced the fuel

  3    requirement to be barged in.  And as a result, I think

  4    there is some scenario building about low water conditions

  5    and how many effective trips you are likely to fit into a

  6    season.  And that led to this current design, one that we

  7    are evaluating as the proposed project with the barge

  8    traffic that's outlined here and Jungjuk as the port site.

  9    But there will be other alternatives analyzed in the EIS,

 10    perhaps on energy sources or transportation corridors and

 11    so on.

 12              So your comment is really helpful in reminding

 13    that an EIS doesn't just look at one approach to meeting

 14    the project purposes.  We want to develop alternative

 15    footprints, alternative approaches that would have

 16    different environmental consequences so that there could

 17    be some comparison.  And this example of turning to

 18    natural gas through pipeline versus much more intensive

 19    barging for fuel sources, that's an example of the

 20    development alternatives in coming to the current design

 21    of the project.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will talk now about

 23    some example issues and invite your ideas.  The purpose of

 24    the scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.

 25    One major area is water resources.  The project is
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  1    designed to result in no discharge of mine-contacted

  2    water, but there will still be concerns.  Some examples

  3    are noted on this slide.

  4              Streams and other surface waters will be

  5    diverted away from and around mining activities in order

  6    to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.

  7    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining

  8    process and could affect base loads in nearby streams.

  9    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower

 10    adjacent groundwater levels and again affect nearby

 11    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,

 12    could generate acid or leach metals.  So waste rock,

 13    tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully managed

 14    to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine site.

 15              Air quality is also important, and this slide

 16    shows some examples of issues.  There will be several

 17    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

 18    mining vehicles.  There would be a 227-megawatt power

 19    plant and dust created by removing and processing the

 20    overburden, waste rock and ore.  Climate change is a

 21    growing concern and will need to be considered, as large

 22    amounts of hydrocarbons will be burned.

 23              Mercury will be looked at in several areas.

 24    Naturally occurring mercury, or fugitive mercury, could be

 25    released by exposing it during mining.  Mercury stack
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  1    emissions could occur during the milling process.  And any

  2    mercury co-product would require careful storage and

  3    transport.  And given the large amounts of fuel and

  4    hazardous materials involved, safe operating procedures

  5    and emergency response plans will be crucial in preventing

  6    spills.

  7              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands

  8    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

  9    subsistence, and traditional land uses.  The proposed

 10    project would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,

 11    10,000 would be for the mine site and related

 12    infrastructure, and about 6,000 would be for the pipeline.

 13    These areas would be impacted by excavation, filling,

 14    vegetation removal, or other disturbance.  6,900 acres

 15    would be wetlands.

 16              Fish and wildlife, there could be habitat loss

 17    or reduced habitat value for those 16,300 acres that I

 18    mentioned.  There could also be disturbance of individual

 19    animals.  I've already talked somewhat about the increase

 20    in barge traffic.  And subsistence and traditional land

 21    uses would be affected by loss of land to development.

 22              Here is more examples of issues and concerns,

 23    and these are focused on the communities, cultural

 24    resources, and recreation.  Community life would be

 25    affected by a new workforce from 3,000 construction
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  1    workers and 1,400 permanent employees.  There would be new

  2    employment and income, but there would also be many

  3    effects on the community and human health.  Cultural

  4    resources, both archeological and historic, that exist in

  5    the area might be disturbed or destroyed.  Recreational

  6    and visual resources might be affected by new structures

  7    and mining operations.

  8              For all of these issues in the EIS process we

  9    will look first at ways that these impacts could be

 10    avoided.  If not possible to avoid them, how could they be

 11    minimized and how any remaining impacts could be

 12    mitigated.

 13              To conclude, we know that this proposed project

 14    and land and resources are important to you, and we would

 15    like to emphasize that there are several ways to get

 16    involved in the EIS process.  You are already doing the

 17    most important thing by being here tonight.  You can also

 18    visit our website for more information and to submit

 19    comments, or you can contact me directly.  And my direct

 20    phone line and my e-mail are provided on the slide.

 21              Or if you have any tribal matters, you can

 22    contact our tribal liaison, Amanda Shearer.  And her

 23    direct phone line and e-mail are also provided here.

 24    Tribal governments also have the opportunity to enter into

 25    government-to-government consultation, which is a separate
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  1    process from an EIS and cooperating agency status.  Amanda

  2    and I have had two teleconferences with tribes so far to

  3    discuss being a cooperating agency or participating in a

  4    government-to-government.  We expect that there will be

  5    others.

  6              So that's the end of our presentation.  We would

  7    like to hear more of your comments.  If you would like to

  8    testify, I'm going to ask you to do so.  We ask if you do

  9    that, again, state your name so that our court reporter

 10    can hear it.  And if you read from written comments, we

 11    would like that you leave a copy so that she can

 12    accurately get them in the record.

 13              Okay.  We asked people to indicate when they

 14    signed in if they wished to provide any comments, and the

 15    first one on our list is Sharon Cissna.

 16                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  She may be next door.

 17                    MR. KUHLE:  We'll move on.  If she comes

 18    in, I'll just give her a second chance.  Next one is Sid

 19    Atwood.

 20                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  He went to get

 21    her.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  Tom Lakosh.

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think Tom was the guy

 24    that spoke earlier.

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  Marleanna Hall.
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  1                    MS. MARLEANNA HALL:  Hi.  Good evening.

  2    My name is Marleanna, M-A-R-L-E-A-N-N-A, Hall, H-A-L-L.

  3    And I'm a projects coordinator at the Resource Development

  4    Council for Alaska.  RDC is a statewide business

  5    association comprised of individuals and companies from

  6    Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and

  7    fisheries industries.  RDC's membership includes a lot of

  8    Native corporations, local communities, organized labor

  9    and industry support firms.  RDC's purpose is to encourage

 10    a strong diversified private sector in Alaska and expand

 11    the state's economic base through the responsible

 12    development of our natural resources.

 13              The Donlin project is located in a region of

 14    Alaska that experiences some of the highest unemployment

 15    rates and has very few other opportunities.  Through the

 16    exploration stages, Donlin has shown a strong commitment

 17    to local hire and for supporting communities and cultures

 18    in the region.  A project like this is a truly rare

 19    opportunity to improve the local economy where few other

 20    opportunities exist.  If developed, RDC believes it will

 21    be done in a way that creates opportunity for local

 22    employment and economic growth while protecting the

 23    subsistence resources and culture of the region and

 24    protecting the environment.

 25              RDC urges the Corps to include the following in
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  1    the EIS:  The social and economic benefits of this project

  2    to the region, state, and the nation; the potential for

  3    lower cost energy options to the region; and job

  4    opportunities leading to reduced out-migration, which will

  5    help maintain rural schools.

  6              RDC supports a rigorous permitting process that

  7    reviews and analyzes all potential impacts, including the

  8    positive economic ones.  Alaska has seven existing large

  9    mines that were permitted under the rigorous review of

 10    NEPA and the scientifically based permitting process that

 11    includes over 60 major state and federal permits and

 12    authorizations.  Alaska's existing mines are operating to

 13    the highest standards and in harmony with our renewable

 14    resources.  Donlin's project description demonstrates an

 15    understanding of environmental concerns, and it features

 16    vigorous environmental management principles.

 17              We look forward to participating in the public

 18    process for this project which will likely provide

 19    responsible economic prospects for this region and for

 20    Alaska while protecting subsistence resources.  Further,

 21    the EIS process gives Alaskans adequate time to fully

 22    review the project documents and to provide input on the

 23    plans.

 24              Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this

 25    important project.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Is Sharon Cissna

  2    in the room?

  3                    MS. SHARON CISSNA:  I'm in the room.  And

  4    am I supposed to be asking a question?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, right now we are taking

  6    testimony.  I guess if you have a specific question, we

  7    can try to answer it.

  8                    MS. SHARON CISSNA:  All right.  Yes.  I --

  9    I really do have a concern, and that's what I am here to

 10    do is to state some of the work that I have been doing

 11    over the last number of years looking at health in Alaska.

 12    And this project is one of those, like so many projects

 13    that we have in the state, that really meets one of the

 14    issues that we really have not been dealing with, and

 15    that's really health and the impact on the health of our

 16    people in Alaska by the different projects that are

 17    occurring.

 18              And we, as the former -- I am a past State

 19    Representative and served for 14 years in the Alaska State

 20    House and was the co-chair of the nine years that we had

 21    the Legislative Health Caucus.  And we did have a forum on

 22    health and the impacts of developments to the people in

 23    the state of Alaska and did have one of the -- one of the

 24    scientists from the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium

 25    who spoke to us about the water safety issue.  And his
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  1    testimony we actually heard in a forum with a number of

  2    legislators.  And it was really pretty sobering that we

  3    had several different community members that were not far

  4    from the site of the mine that you are talking about.  And

  5    they were talking about the lack of safe water in their

  6    communities.

  7              And the legislators were surprised and didn't

  8    realize that Alaska had communities that didn't have safe

  9    water.  And I don't know if it's been discussed here, but

 10    that in Alaska we have somewhere in the mid 70s of the

 11    state has safe water.  So we are a very strange category

 12    compared to other states, in that the rest of the United

 13    States has 99 point something safe water.  And that

 14    includes some of the more socially and economically

 15    challenged places in the country.  The kinds of statistics

 16    that you get in communities without safe water are that

 17    the children are the first ones that get hit, and they are

 18    taken away to hospitals in other places.

 19              Rural Alaska is a category different than any

 20    one other place in our country because of how very distant

 21    it is from those places that in the rest of the country

 22    you do have ways to easily get to hospitals, to the

 23    different kinds of services you have.

 24              It's my concern and what I wanted to state was

 25    is that unfortunately in Alaska we have not spent the time
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  1    and energy and funding -- it's been huge amounts of

  2    funding we have spent without the time to really make sure

  3    that that funding is being spent in a way that really does

  4    get results, as in safe water.

  5              So most of the communities where mining is going

  6    to occur, where any kind of extraction is going to occur,

  7    the people that live there, they have a right to live

  8    there.  They have been there for, in most cases, thousands

  9    of years.  They are really forced with amazing impacts

 10    that are going to jeopardize their more than well-being.

 11    Their whole survival is being challenged.

 12              And I really want to have anyone in any of these

 13    kinds of meetings to really begin to demand that in our

 14    state we start really addressing health issues, not just

 15    making money.  Making money is important, but we appear to

 16    spend enormous amounts more money than is necessary if, in

 17    fact, we did take the responsibility to pay attention to

 18    the populations where, in fact, these projects do occur.

 19    And they are very precious populations because they

 20    understand the land and how to live in that land more than

 21    anyone else does.  So I hope that you will consider this

 22    when you are thinking about this project.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Next person

 24    is Sid Atwood.

 25                    MR. SID ATWOOD:  Thank you.  Okay.  My
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  1    name is Sid Atwood.  I did already talk about my concern

  2    about the low water, which isn't going to increase.  The

  3    barge traffic is worse as time goes on.  But as Ms. Sharon

  4    Cissna just mentioned, we went by canoe down the Yukon and

  5    talked to different communities.  Actually, we started up

  6    on the Tanana.  And that's the way to go see people.

  7              Anyway, yeah, where the State does mention safe

  8    water, it wasn't really true because at one point there

  9    was, but things have failed and so safe water is the big

 10    thing that we are looking to see.  There is way too many

 11    diseases and so forth that happen.  And the population out

 12    there needs to be standing up and feeling proud for

 13    themselves instead of the other way around.  We are losing

 14    people left and right to suicide.  Okay.  Thank you.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Carl Wassilie.

 16                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:  You have my name.

 17    Thank you.  There is a couple things.  You know, the

 18    toxins that inhibit fish production is at a critical

 19    point.  We have to use the best available technology to

 20    capture the toxins that inhibit fish production because

 21    the fish are critical to the health and well-being of the

 22    people out there.  One of our traditional customary ways

 23    of sharing goes beyond the Kuskokwim watershed.

 24    Anchorage, Alaska is the largest village.  And there's a

 25    lot of sharing of subsistence resources in which families
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  1    traditionally travel back and forth between Anchorage and

  2    the Kuskokwim area.  I think it's really important to

  3    ensure that we capture these fish inhibitors or at least

  4    address that and study it.

  5              And then the mercury, we definitely need to

  6    continue to address that with a mercury risk assessment

  7    from cradle to grave and then the continuation of

  8    addressing the characterization of the rock for acid mine

  9    drainage.

 10              As I mentioned before in Bethel, there is

 11    concern about the -- that rock characterization, that

 12    mineral characterization there, potential for acid mine

 13    drainage which -- and so when we are talking about

 14    construction material that's not going to be leaching, is

 15    not going to be captured, there is a lot of construction

 16    material that I see in this proposal that's not going to

 17    be addressed.  And there will be contaminants in the water

 18    system.  So there should be a way to reduce that risk of

 19    these contaminants getting into the water system.

 20              And one other thing.  I wanted to make sure that

 21    the dust -- fugitive dust is a critical issue.  The

 22    fugitive dust.  As we know, NovaGold in the Rock Creek

 23    Mine, there were numerous complaints with that streamlined

 24    project.  NovaGold is one investor and Donlin, so I just

 25    wanted to -- their poor planning and engineering led to a
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  1    number of problems, not only with that, but with workers

  2    on site.  The dust emission, the breaching of the -- of

  3    the water balance led to fines.  And the State of Alaska,

  4    actually, dam safety group had shut that mine down.

  5              And anyway, that -- at that point they had

  6    determined that it was a risk to the public and shut that

  7    down.  So I just wanted to mention those few things.  At

  8    that point -- but I really don't see how this is going to

  9    be a safe mine at all at this point, just based on the

 10    amount of rock and the lack of capturing the contaminants

 11    that actually cause health problems to the people, not

 12    only to the subsistence resources.  But I noticed you said

 13    land use, traditional land use, but there is actually

 14    traditional water use, too.  So the fugitive dust gets in

 15    the area, travels to the berries, travels in the water,

 16    the water comes down, goes up river, down river.  The dust

 17    impacts us all.  And that's including on the barges and

 18    the transportation route.

 19              So I think that's it for right now.  Thank you

 20    very much.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Nikos

 22    Pastos with the Center For Water Advocacy.  There is a

 23    question mark by this one, so we will see.  It's Kay

 24    Chickalvsion.  And next one is Deantha Crockett.

 25                    MS. DEANTHA CROCKETT:  Hi.  Thank you for
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  1    the opportunity to comment.  My name is Deantha Crockett.

  2    I am the Executive Director of the Alaska Miners

  3    Association.  AMA is a nonprofit membership organization

  4    established in 1939 to represent the mining industry in

  5    Alaska.  We are a statewide association based in Alaska.

  6    We are made up of more than 1,500 individual small placer

  7    miners as well as the large miners and contractors and

  8    vendors that are associated with the mining industry here.

  9              AMA supports responsible development of Alaska's

 10    natural resources, specifically the minerals that make up

 11    my industry.  AMA supports the ability of natural resource

 12    projects to enter into the NEPA process, one that reviews

 13    all potential impacts, including the positive ones.  As

 14    you mentioned in your slides, the purpose of the scoping

 15    meetings are to share views and provide information on the

 16    project.

 17              Our views are:  should Donlin Gold Project

 18    commence permitting, undergo construction and become an

 19    operating mine, it would create an economic boom in a

 20    region of our state that is incredibly economically

 21    disadvantaged.  This is a region with a pretty high

 22    unemployment rate and very few economic opportunities.

 23              AMA believes the Donlin Gold team recognizes

 24    that if a mine is developed in this area, it has to be

 25    done with an emphasis on local employment, environmental
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  1    protection, and respect for subsistence values and

  2    culture.  In fact, Donlin Gold has already demonstrated a

  3    strong commitment to local hire and support of neighboring

  4    communities.  In addition, the project description shows

  5    its understanding of the environmental concerns and

  6    outlines management techniques that will be applied to

  7    address these concerns.  Your slide shows 16 years of

  8    studies done at Donlin.  That's almost as long as we raise

  9    our kids.  The emphasis on data gathering and baseline

 10    studies demonstrates that commitment.

 11              We look forward to being involved in this

 12    process.  Thank you.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We are going to keep peace

 14    in the valley here.  Mary is trying to reach a purpose.

 15    If it would be possible to write up your testimony or

 16    something of that sort -- I know this is important to your

 17    organization, so if you could help us to get it right in

 18    the record, that would be really welcome.

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  Tony Vaska.

 20                    MR. TONY VASKA:  Hello.  It's me again.

 21    I'm all in favor of the open meeting process.  And you can

 22    see how difficult it is here to communicate just in

 23    English.  So when you use a scoping process and following

 24    the whole EIS process and the whole NEPA process in our

 25    villages, make sure it's clear because some technical
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  1    aspects will not be translated.  They can't be.  They are

  2    words that don't exist where we do.  That's one.

  3              Two, today I had an interesting conversation at

  4    the subsistence board meeting from Metlakatla.  They were

  5    concerned about the mining in British Columbia in the

  6    transboundary rivers of Southeast.  We have one in our

  7    area.  And you will be holding an EIS meeting in one of

  8    them at Holy Cross.  The Yukon River, the king salmon

  9    spawn in British Columbia 2,000 miles away.  So that's

 10    something that concerns me a lot, especially since there

 11    are so few fish for our people.  They are still having to

 12    pay $250 fines because the State considers them to be

 13    fishing illegally.

 14              So the fear of what -- the poisoning from

 15    mercury affects my family, my friends, not just on the

 16    Kuskokwim, but also on the Yukon.

 17              The third thing is today the other thing that

 18    the subsistence board was discussing -- and Fish &

 19    Wildlife Service is part of this, as well as BLM -- the

 20    President has asked the -- all the federal agencies to

 21    consult with tribes on any activities on or near their

 22    lands.  Fish & Wildlife Service has two large refuges.

 23    The smaller one is in Togiak.  The larger one is the Yukon

 24    Delta.  Together there are 30-million acres of land set

 25    aside.
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  1              Is the Army Corps of Engineers under orders from

  2    the President to consult tribes when any activities

  3    happen?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, we are.  And we -- we are

  5    engaging in government-to-government consultations, and we

  6    have also invited tribes to be cooperating agencies in the

  7    process.

  8              That's the last of our commenters.  So -- yes.

  9                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Again, this is Doug

 10    Molyneaux, M-O-L-Y-N-E-A-U-X.  And just three points I

 11    just want to bring to your attention just to make sure

 12    they are covered in this process here.  And one has to do

 13    with the water budget.  I think estimating the

 14    preoperational estimates of how much water is generated

 15    and what needs to be treated, I think there is a strong

 16    tendency in mining to really underestimate preproduction

 17    how much water is going to be generated and what needs to

 18    be treated.  So I guess I'd ask that you take into

 19    consideration the track record of mines in Alaska and

 20    perhaps elsewhere on whether they are underestimating or

 21    overestimating what is really needed for treatment to try

 22    to get a better estimate of what reality is.  So that's

 23    one point about the water budget and what's going to get

 24    treated.

 25              Another point is impacts of population growth.
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  1    A lot of us see a huge influx on number of people, both

  2    employees of the mine and support agencies or support

  3    industries in the Crooked Creek area.  Those people are

  4    going to want to recreate, sportfishing and hunting,

  5    subsistence fishing.  And in some of the smaller streams

  6    in that area you are liable to find really huge impacts on

  7    the amount of use that's going to happen in those areas

  8    while these employees are recreating, Holokuk, Oskawalik

  9    and the George River in particular, and the Holitna, too,

 10    which is not too far away from the bread basket of salmon

 11    production in the Kuskokwim.  So just make sure you are

 12    taking into consideration those sorts of elements.

 13              The third thing is, this kind of goes back to

 14    the amount of water that's going to get treated for

 15    acid-generating potential.  At one point they were looking

 16    into actually pouring limestone in the Holitna River

 17    basin.  And do you have any idea, is that still on the

 18    books?  Is that one of the alternatives that's being

 19    looked into for getting limestone for treating acid-mined

 20    water?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  Are you asking me?

 22                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Yeah.  I guess I'm

 23    bringing it to your attention that that was one --

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not familiar with that

 25    offhand, but it would be --
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  1                    MR. DOUG MOLYNEAUX:  Just so it's on the

  2    table so people are aware of it.  That's all.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.

  4                    MR. TOM CRAFFORD:  Hi.  My name is Tom

  5    Crafford.  Last name is spelled C-R-A-F-F-O-R-D.  And I'm

  6    with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources.  And I

  7    thought that I would mention that, in tandem with the

  8    environmental impact statement and the federal permitting

  9    process, there will also be a State permitting process.

 10    There are representatives here tonight from the Department

 11    of Fish & Game, Department of Environmental Conservation,

 12    and the Department of Environmental Resources.  And all of

 13    these agencies and more will have to be involved with the

 14    State permitting component of this process.  And the

 15    Office of the Project Manager and permitting where I work

 16    is involved in coordinating that State permitting process.

 17              A gentleman named Jeff Bruno is the permitting

 18    coordinator for this project.  And his e-mail address is

 19    jeff.bruno@alaska.gov.  He was unable to be here tonight.

 20    He's out of the state.  And he has attended all the other

 21    scoping meetings and will be attending all the future

 22    ones.  And I'm sorry he was unable to be here tonight.

 23    But we want to hear from people throughout this process.

 24    There is a State website for permitting.  And I'm sorry,

 25    but the URL is too long for me to quote that tonight.  But
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  1    if you contact Jeff Bruno at the e-mail address, he can

  2    provide that to you.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd also

  4    mention that the contact page on the website has contact

  5    information for all the cooperating agencies involved in

  6    the process.

  7                    MR. COLIN O'BRIEN:  Good evening.  My name

  8    is Colin O'Brien, and I'm here from Anchorage.  Looking

  9    over the Federal Register notice for the scoping process,

 10    I looked through the list of Executive Orders that the

 11    Corps is going to be mindful of during the process.  And

 12    one seemed to be missing, as best I can tell, and that's

 13    the President's Executive Order on environmental justice

 14    which requires that federal agencies, to the extent

 15    practicable, address and mitigate adverse environmental

 16    consequences for populations of lower socioeconomic status

 17    and also minorities.  And it seems to me that this project

 18    might obviously have disproportionate impacts on

 19    communities that -- to which the Executive Order applies.

 20    Is the Executive Order something that you guys are mindful

 21    of or something that you intend to follow?

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  We are definitely aware of it,

 23    and we will comply with all the appropriate Executive

 24    Orders.  Yes.

 25                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  My name is Mike
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  1    Finnigan, F-I-N-N-I-G-A-N.  Couple quick questions.  How

  2    far is this actually located from the village of Crooked

  3    Creek?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm sorry.  I couldn't catch

  5    that.

  6                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  The actual mine site,

  7    how far is it from the closest village?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  From the closest river?

  9                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  No, no.  Village.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Oh, closest village.  It's ten

 11    miles from Crooked Creek.

 12                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  Ten miles from Crooked

 13    Creek.  Okay.  And how far are we looking at total river

 14    traveled from barge point to barge point?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  The distance up the Kuskokwim

 16    River, is that the question?

 17                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  Correct, yes.

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Approximately 200 river miles.

 19                    MR. MIKE FINNIGAN:  200 river miles.

 20    Thank you.

 21                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  My name is David John.

 22    And could we go back to that one slide about community and

 23    how to get involved?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.

 25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  David, which slide again?
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  1                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  The project --

  2                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  Sixty-six villages.

  3                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  Sixty-six villages.  The

  4    last meeting we had in Crooked Creek, I was pretty

  5    concerned about skipping villages and just going to the

  6    main routes.  And I think that, you know, 27 years for a

  7    mine is a long time but, you know, we ain't going to be

  8    around.  You know, everybody should be involved, the

  9    villages, especially from Lime Village on down, because if

 10    we do have an accident on Donlin Creek, it's going to

 11    affect everybody on the Kuskokwim and the Yukon.

 12                    MR. KUHLE:  So are you just making a

 13    comment, or did you have a specific question?

 14                    MR. DAVID JOHN:  I'm just making a

 15    comment, making a suggestion that we should have all

 16    meetings from Lime Village all the way on down to Bethel,

 17    wherever the barges will cover, because if they do have an

 18    accident at Donlin Creek, it's going to affect both rivers

 19    and all the people that are there.

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.

 21                    MS. KIM WETZEL:  Taylor, do you want to

 22    discuss about the choosing of villages that were visited?

 23                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is something

 24    really significant about the issue that David raises about

 25    fair play.  We talked a little bit about this in Crooked
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  1    Creek, and several people said you are here talking to us,

  2    but we also care about the other communities that might be

  3    affected by the project.  And those were Lime Village and

  4    Stony River that are a little bit closer to the pipeline

  5    corridor.  So I think there is a very deep belief in the

  6    YK Delta that everybody affected ought to have a real

  7    opportunity to have their voice heard.

  8              What we are doing is a bit of a compromise.  We

  9    have tried to spread out the meetings to ensure that every

 10    subregion within the YK Delta has an opportunity for a

 11    scoping meeting.  So we are trying to emphasize spreading

 12    out across the subregions, but we made a commitment to

 13    David in the Crooked Creek meeting that Moxie and I would

 14    make some follow-up calls directly again to Lime Village,

 15    Stony River, Sleetmute and to provide a briefing to

 16    provide information over the phone and to do what we can

 17    to ensure that they have a chance to make their voices

 18    heard.

 19              So we are going to come up short on some things,

 20    but we are going to try really hard to make sure that all

 21    of the communities have an opportunity to participate and

 22    to be heard.  It's a good reminder that we have got to

 23    work hard on this, David.  Thanks.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions?

 25                    MR. WILLIAM VENES:  My name is William
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  1    Venes, V-E-N-E-S.  And I'm from Bethel.  I'm a TKC

  2    shareholder myself.  And I'd just like to say that I hear

  3    a lot of talk about the positive benefits of the economic

  4    development in the area, which is definitely lacking, but

  5    I mean, how do you value that against the potential loss

  6    of a lot of traditional lifestyles and stuff?  I mean, I

  7    guess I hope that you really put a lot of emphasis in the

  8    EIS on traditional ways of life that will be lost and

  9    obviously cannot be really replaced.  That's my comment.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's what

 11    the EIS process is about is to identify both the positive

 12    and the negative and evaluate those and look at

 13    alternatives.  Thank you.

 14                    MS. JUDY BITTER:  My name is Judy Bittner.

 15    I'm the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer, and

 16    I'll be participating in the EIS process, but also wanted

 17    to let folks know there is another parallel process within

 18    the National Historic Preservation Act in section 106 that

 19    has an opportunity for people to consult on the historic

 20    properties that may or will be affected by this and

 21    working out ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate those

 22    adverse impacts.  And that will be going along as the EIS

 23    progresses that there will be some consultation with the

 24    federal agencies, the public and the interested parties on

 25    that, as well.  And I'm with the Department of Natural
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  1    Resources.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  Anybody else?

  3                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  My name is Caleb

  4    Redman.  I missed most of the meeting, but -- maybe this

  5    has been addressed, but I was under the impression that

  6    this mine had the potential impact of 40 times the impact

  7    of the Pebble Mine.  Is that true, sir?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  It has --

  9                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Forty times the

 10    environmental impact.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Forty times the environmental

 12    impact of Pebble?

 13                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Is that true?

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  I would seriously doubt it,

 15    but I guess we haven't evaluated it.  That's what the EIS

 16    process is for is to evaluate the impacts, but -- so, I

 17    guess I'm not prepared to make a comparison to Pebble.

 18                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  So you are with the

 19    company, then, that is proposing, or was there -- who are

 20    you exactly?  I'm not sure.

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm having a hard time

 22    understanding what you are saying.  I'm sorry.

 23                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  I was curious if there

 24    has ever been any type of environmental degradation in the

 25    past concerning this type of development on the land and
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  1    earth.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Any type of environmental

  3    impact?

  4                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  Degradation.

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  From --

  6                    MR. CALEB REDMAN:  From this type of

  7    development.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  From this type of mining?

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let me propose, could we

 10    have a sidebar conversation after the meeting so I can

 11    catch you up on some of the questions and some of the

 12    material that was covered earlier and we can answer some

 13    questions and make sure that you have a chance to provide

 14    your comments?  But we are getting a little bit late.  I

 15    see people getting antsy to go, so I don't want to really

 16    go all the way back to the beginning and review a lot of

 17    the previous material.  But we will follow up after the

 18    session.  Okay?

 19              I take it -- we are seeing body language that

 20    it's about time to wrap up.  Last call if you have any

 21    comments.  And I think we are on closing appreciations,

 22    Don.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  All right.  Thank

 24    you for coming.

 25               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:06 p.m.)
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