In The M atter Of:

Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting
Akiak

January 31, 2013

Midnight Sun Court Reporters
511 W. 9th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Ph. 907-258-7100
Fax 907-276-6727

To open files, click on the desired file type in bookmark on |eft.
For quick saving or searching multiple files, click attachments tab (or paperclip) on left.
For best viewing/searching, use Adobe Reader/Acrobat ver. 9 or higher
(www.adobe.com).




	Files
	ScreenView Transcript (view/search)
	Condensed Transcript (view/search/print) 
	Full Size Format (view/search/print) 
	ASCII Transcript File
	Summation Transcript File



O~ wnNPE-

oo~NO

10
11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24
25

Page 1

DONLI N GOLD PRQJIECT
ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT
SCOPI NG MEETI NG
AKI AK; ALASKA
Taken January 31, 2013
Commencing at 1:25 p.m

Volume | - Pages 1 - 63, inclusive

Taken at
Comuni ty Center
Aki ak, Al aska

Reported by:
Mary A Vavrik, RWR

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





coO ~No o1 b~ wNhE

Page 2

A-P-P-E-A-RANCES
For U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers:
Don Kuhl e
Proj ect Manager

For URS

Tayl or Brel sford

Proj ect Manager

Moxi e Al exie _

Rural Qutreach Coordi nat or

For Bureau of Land Management:

Jenny Bl anchard
Ar cheol ogi st _ _
For Al aska Departnment of Health and Social Services:
Sarah Yoder
CSTE Fel | ow

For Al aska Department of Natural Resources:

Jeff Bruno _ _
State of Al aska Project Coordinator
For U.S. Environnental Protection Agency:
Tam For dham _ _ _ _
Al aska Resources Extraction Tribal Policy Advisor

Taken by:

Mary A. Vavrik, RWR
BE IT KNOM that the aforementioned proceedi ngs were taken
at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before

Mary A. Vavrik, e?istered Merit Reporter and Notary
Public within and tor the State of Al aska

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 3

P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

MR BRELSFORD: So folks, I think we m ght
get started. If we caninvite you to find seats, we m ght
get underway. So thanks to everybody for comng this
afternoon. | think we mght get started with the
presentation. But we would [ike to start with an
invocation. And Mke WIliams has offered to say a word
to get us started in a good way.

(I'nvocation offered by Mchael WIlliams.)

MR. KUHLE: Cood afternoon. \Welcone to
the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
environmental inpact statenment, also known as an EIS. MW
nanme is Don Kuhle with U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers, and
|"mthe project manager for the EIS. A so here today are
a few people with URS Al aska, which is the contractor
that's helping the Corps prepare the EI'S, and they are
Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie. And they will be
hel ping me with the presentation today, also.

MR BRELSFORD: So | wanted to say thanks
again for joining us. Mxie and | work on the technica
teamthat prepares sone of the witten materials to
support the Arnmy Corps of Engineers. | spent sone years
living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillinghamand travel ed
alittle bit out here years ago. But it's really great to
be back and to be a part of this project. It's very
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inportant for people in the region, and we want to be good
listeners and to learn frompeople in the region in order
to prepare a really useful environnental inpact statenent.
And let me ask Moxie to say a word, and then we

want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help
with translating if we need it.

MR ALEXIEE M nane is Mxie Aexie
Since Novenber of |ast year -- beginning 2004 through
Novenber of this last year | worked with AVCP, Inc. out of
Bethel as a realty officer, and in Novenber, URS, when
they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS
Project, they asked ne if | wanted to come to work for

them and | did. | accepted the offer and had to nove to
Anchor age.

Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really inportant
tome. | lived -- I'moriginally upriver from Sl eetnute

a small village upriver fromthe Donlin Gold mne site,
five, six mles upriver fromthe old Red Devil mne. |
have four boys, three girls. And long after |I'mgone, ny
kids, ny grandkids, they will be -- they will be living
off the land. They will be living off the Kuskokw m Ri ver
for their fishing. And so this project is really
inportant to ne, probably one of the main reasons why |
accepted a position with URS when they offered ne this job
to help the Arnmy Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin
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Cold EIS.

But this is not ny first tinme here in Akiak. |
have been here many times and plan to be back. If we need
atranslator, if we need a translation, we have Catherine,
a local lady here; Catherine Wllianms will translate for
us if we need one. Thank you.

MR KUHLE: Okay. This is the agenda for
today. W have a slide to provide you with an idea of the
topics that we will be covering. W want to tal k about
the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EI'S
mlestones. Next we want to provide a basic overview of
the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it. And then we
will summarize a fewissues as a way of inviting your
conments. W encourage you to get involved, and we will
tell you howto do that.

kay. W are here because Donlin Gold has
proposed an open pit gold mne ten mles north of Crooked
Creek. And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to
identify and anal yze the potential inpacts. The Corps is
neither a proponent or an opponent of the project. |It's
Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in nmaking
permt decisions by the Corps and by other agenci es.
Scoping neetings are the first step in the EI'S process,
and they can also help fulfill the public involvenent
requirenents for the National H storic Preservation Act.
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MR M CHAEL WLLIAMS: For the record,
don't think we need a translator, so keep going.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. Gkay. This
map gives an orientation to the project area, which
extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked
Creek and down to the | ower KuskokwimRiver, and it al so
i ncludes the Yukon-KuskokwimDelta. This is a renote area
with little devel opment to date and no existing roads to
the region. The proposed mine would require all new
infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. Al this
woul d be subject to permitting before it could proceed.

This map gives an idea of the logistics and the
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
| ogistics for the mne include fuel and cargo from west
coast ports, west coast fromthe Lower 48. The fuel and
cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from
ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river
barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for
transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies woul d
then be barged upriver and then off-|oaded at a new barge
| andi ng at Jungj uk port. The new pipeline indicated in
yel l ow there woul d extend from Cook Inlet to bring in
natural gas for the mll.

So now we are going to turn to the EI'S process,
and we will start by explaining why an EISis prepared in
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the first place. The National Environmental Policy Act,
or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action
significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment. In this case Donlin Gold has submtted an
application for permts under section 404 of the O ean
VWater Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.
| ssuance of these permts would be a major federal action
and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental inpacts
of the proposed project. The EI'S, along with other
applicable laws and regul ations, will be used by the Corps
and other agencies to make their permt decisions.

This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and
regional organizations will work together on the EIS. W
have several cooperating agency representatives with us
today, and 1'd like to invite themto introduce thensel ves
and say a few words about the role of their agencies in
this EI'S process. W have Jenny Bl anchard fromthe Bureau
of Land Managenent.

M5. BLANCHARD: Hi, everybody. M nane is

Jenny Bl anchard, and |'mrepresenting the BLM And we are
a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is
proposing a natural gas pipeline to help power their mne,
and that woul d cross sone BLMIand, so we have to decide
whether to give themwhat we call a right-of-way permt,
give thempermssion to build a pipeline across BLM | and.
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So that's why we are cooperating on this project.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. We also have Tam
Fordhamwi th the Environnental Protection Agency.

MS. FORDHAM 1'Il come up here. So hi.
["m Tam Fordham | work for the Environmental Protection
Agency out of the Anchorage office, and | haven't been to
Aki ak before, but thank you for having us here to cone and
talk with you. | used to serve as the tribal liaison for
this region about five years ago. Then | took another job
at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work
with tribes. So I'mstill part of the tribal program and
|"mone of a teamof people that work for EPA that are
working with the Arny Corps of Engineers as a cooperating
agency.

And while EPA doesn't have any pernmts to issue
on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Arny
Corps to devel op an environnental inpact statenent that
addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean
air and water, oil and chem cal spill planning and
response, and the National Environnental Policy Act. We
al so have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air
and water quality permts, so that's another part of it.
And we al so bring special expertise. W have a mining
team W also have expertise in air and water nonitoring
and nodel i ng, wetlands, geochem stry, working with tribes
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to bring in traditional know edge into deci sionnmaking
processes, environnental justice and tribal consultation
So a lot of different things that EPAis bringing to the
project.

And thank you for having us here.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you. W also have Jeff
Bruno fromthe State of Al aska.

MR BRUNO |'mJeff Bruno with the
Department of Natural Resources. M primary function on
this project is to serve as a single point contact for the
State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the
applicant. The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.
V¢ agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and
experience to hel p evaluate the proposed project.

As you will see on a slide that will come up
|ater, the State also has several permts that this
project would still need to apply for at a later date. So
there is still a process for the State to do outside of
the environnental inpact statenent.

Addi tionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Socia
Services is here, and I'Il let her explain kind of what
her role is on this project.

MS. YODER: Hi, everyone. |'m Sarah
Yoder, and | work for the Al aska Departnent of Health and
Social Services. | work in the Health Inpact Assessnent
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Program and our role in this process is we are doing a
heal th inpact assessnent on the Donlin Gold Project. And
part of that work will be integrated into the EIS. So if
you have any health-related comments or questions, please
feel free to talk to ne.

MR KUHLE: Okay. We also have two ot her
federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here
today. They are the U.S. Fish & Wldlife Service and the
Pi pel i ne and Hazardous Materials Safety Adm nistration.
W al so have three tribal governments that are
participating as cooperating agencies. They are Cr ooked
Creek, Chuathbal uk and Napai mute. And the Kuskokwi m Ri ver
Wat ershed Council is also a cooperating agency for the
El S

Donlin Gold Project will require many federa
permts and consultations, and this slide provides severa
exanples. I'Il just let you take a ook at that briefly
and al so mention that you can find a much nore
conprehensive list of all the permts and consultations
and ot her requirenments that can be found in the
application on the project website at donlingol deis.com

This slide shows the -- there are al so nany
permts required fromthe State of Alaska. As Jeff
mentioned, there is a nunber of agencies involved. And
again, since he mentioned a nunber of those, I'Il just |et
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you take a quick look at this. And again, you can find a
much nore conprehensive |ist on the project website.

Sone of you may be famliar with the steps in
preparing an EI'S. The diagramon the right shows the six
maj or steps that we will be taking fromnow through
Novenber 2015. The first step in the process was the
Notice of Intent that was published in the Federa
Regi ster on Decenber 14th. And that began the scoping
process, which is where we are at right now, and this
meeting is part of that. W are having neetings,
providing information about the project, explaining the
ElS process. And we are al so asking for your comments and
any information you may have.

The information that we gather in the scoping
meetings, along with the information provided with
Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS
determines are necessary, all that information will be
used to produce the draft EI'S, which is expected to be
conpl eted about August 2014. And the dates we are
providing here are estimates. They could slip, but that's
our projection at this point.

Once the draft EISis conpleted, we will have a
public review period again in which we wll have another
round of neetings simlar to the scoping meetings that we
are having now W wll also have the infornmation on the
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website, and we will be asking people to review the draft
and provide their coments. And the information that's
gathered in that process will be used to prepare the fina
EI'S, which is expected to be conpleted around Cctober
2015. And then the final EIS will be used by the various
agencies in making their permt decisions. Each agency
will prepare their own Record of Deci sion.

One inportant thing to notice on this slide is
the two gol d-colored areas. Those are the best
opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions
that you may have about the project so they can all be
included in the draft EIS. Any information we receive by
March 29th will be included in the draft.

MR IVAN M IVAN. The word scoping, could
you define what scoping nmeans as far as --

MR. KUHLE: Scoping is just a process of
trying to determne the extent of the -- identifying the
full extent of the project and providing information about
the project and, you know, asking questions fromthe
public, getting their input and what their issues and
concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EI'S
process. It's really just a time period to dissenmnate
information and provide infornmation about the project and
to seek any additional information that can be found and
could be used to evaluate the project.
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You are wel come to ask questions, but if you do,
we woul d ask that you provide your nane at the beginning
of your question or your statenment so that our court
recorder can have a record of it. Yes.

MR DEM AN SIGLER. Do you have
schol arship programs for our young generation?
MR. KUHLE: |'mrepresenting the Corps of

Engi neers today, so I'mnot the -- | don't have
information on that, no. | mean, the Corps of Engineers
itself, | guess -- I'mnot speaking in regard to the
Donlin Project, but it does have internships and ot her
processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could

go onto the Corp."'s website.
MR IVANM IVAN. Ivan M Ilvan, Akiak

Native Community. | just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps
of Engineers, howit's set up. | don't know how big it
IS, but which people fromthe Corps -- | know they do a

| ot of other stuff, work. Wiich areas cone out, titles,
like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps? Not
the -- not -- | mean, not -- people that go out to these
meetings is yourself and others.

MR KUHLE: | ama project manager. W
have many project nmanagers that are assigned to various
projects, and I'mthe project manager for the Donlin Cold
Project EIS. And | work in the regulatory division. And
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the regulatory division is the division that issues the
permts under section 404 of the Cean Water Act and
section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. And that's how
we are invol ved.

MR IVAN M IVAN You have other people
that you could assign or work wth?

MR. KUHLE: On this project?

MR IVAN M |VAN Yes.

MR. KUHLE: There are other people that
may be assisting, but the EISis being prepared by URS
Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the ElS.
So they will be doing all the technical evaluation. And
they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we
will use the information they develop to prepare the
Record of Decision for a permt.

MR VAN M |VAN. Thank you

MR. BRELSFORD: Don, maybe it would help
to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the
bottom you are going to make a recomendation, but you
are not signing the Record of Decision. So who are the
deci si onnakers up above your |evel?

MR. KUHLE: Right. The actua
deci si onmaker for this project will be the District
Engi neer, which is Col onel Lestochi, who | believe you
said you had net.
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MR VAN M |VAN: Yes.

MR KUHLE: In Anchorage he would be the
deci si onmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this
comes to the final EIS. District Engineer is the person
that will make the permt decision for the project.

MR VAN M |VAN. Thank you

MR KUHLE: | think we finished this
slide, so we will nmove on. W talked about this a little
bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and listen to the residents in the affected
region. W have broken this into four areas. The first
is to provide information about the EI'S m|estones, which
we discussed in -- we just got done |ooking at the
previous slide explaining that.

The next is to share information about the
proposed project, and we will do this nore in the
presentation today. And information is also available on
the project website and in the newsletters that are being
mai | ed out. The next two are to identify issues and
concerns to examne in the EIS and the section 106 process
and to identify useful information fromthe comunities.
These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to
help us with. W would |ike to know what you woul d |ike
to see addressed in the EI'S, and we would |ike to know if
you have any information that we can use in naking a good
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decision in the EI S
This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.
The first week we started with the villages nearest the
project, and then this week we are focusing on the | ower
Kuskokwi m River. In February we will be traveling to the
Bering Sea coast and the |ower Yukon, and in March we wl|
be going to the mddle Yukon and the upper Kuskokw m
This map is a little busy, but the color schene
represents the many subregions of the project area and
hel ps to show how the scoping plan was devel oped. As an
exanpl e, the orange dots show The Kuskokw m Corporation
villages nearest the proposed project. And in that
subregion we hel d meetings in Crooked Creek because it was
the closest comunity to the project and al so in Aniak,
which is a subregional hub. So for the other subregions,
we will also have nmeetings in the subregional hubs.
| guess that's kind of the end of the
expl anation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that
we will be going through. So | guess we will pause here
to see if there is any other questions on the actual
process before we go into the project description.
MR. DEM AN SI GLER:  How nmany permts have
you al ready obt ai ned?
MR. KUHLE: How nany permts?
MR. DEM AN SI GLER:  How nmany permts have
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you al ready obt ai ned?

MR KUHLE: |'mnot aware that there are
any permts other than for -- exploration activities, |'m
sure, required a nunber of permts. There were permts
fromthe Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands

during the exploration.

MR DEM AN SIGLER. Do you have a website
that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there
I's scoping and getting permts. And is there a website
that we can go to to keep us informed?

MR. KUHLE: Yes. donlingoldeis.com

MR. DEM AN SIGLER. Donlin --

MR. KUHLE: donlingoldeis.com It wll be
on the last slide that we show today, too, so if you
wanted to wite it down, or it will be on sone of the
information on the table that you can pick up on your way
out. It will be on there,.

MR DEM AN SIGLER |s there any
difficulty permt you are looking at that's really hard to
obt ai n?

MR KUHLE: |'mnot in the position to --
because we are just beginning the evaluation of the
project, we are still in the scoping phase. As we get
further on, | guess every permt fromevery agency has a
different process that it goes through, so | guess | can't
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really say that one is nore difficult to obtain than
anot her.

MR. DEM AN SIGLER: Do you have any really
bi g opposing fundanentalist groups in A aska that are
objecting to -- to the project?

MR KUHLE: | guess we will know nore
about that when we finish the scoping phase. | guess we
have had a | arge nunber of concerns expressed so far, but
| guess | can't say that there is -- I'mnot prepared to
say that there is any particul ar organization opposed to
it.

MR. DEM AN SIGLER Al right. Thank you

MR BRELSFORD: So these are very hel pful
questions fromour friends. Let ne underscore one or two
things about the EIS. Let's remenber that Don | eads the
Arnmy Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by
Donlin, and this EISis going to take three years to reach
answers about the environnental protection and whether it
is adequate. That's our job over the next three years.

W are just starting.

And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the
scopi ng stage, we want to be sure none of the commnities
woul d be surprised about this, that everybody understands
there are some permt applications. Donlin has gone to
the Arny Corps and to the State of Al aska to ask for
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permts, but until those permts are fully evaluated,
not hing happens. This is the evaluation stage. This is
the EIS. It's going to take a while. It's going to take
three years at |east, and we are just beginning that now
wi th the public conversation. You guys are helping us to
know what issues are inmportant in your eyes to be sure we
can address those in the EIS.

And then one nore thing about public
i nvol venent. Don had that diagramwth circles, two gold
circles. Scoping right now where you hel p set the agenda
for the EIS, that's the first really inportant step for
the public. But then there was another gold circle.
Moxi e and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on
the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that
techni cal document, but then we cone back to all of the
conmuni ties and ask you to look at it, also. Look at it
carefully and make sure we didn't mss sonething, that
what we say is understandable, it seens clear and
t horough, that the evaluation is complete. So the public
meetings on the draft EI'S would be another really
i nportant opportunity for the communities to hel p us get
this evaluation right.

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we

move on?

VW will nmove now to a summary of the mning
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project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold. Donlin Gold
is a 50/50 partnership between two |arge internationa

m ning conpani es, Barrick Gold and NovaGold. The Donlin
Col d deposit is located on |ands owned by two Al aska
Native corporations. Calista Corporation is the
subsurface owner and Kuskokw m Corporation is the surface
owner. It's a very large project. |It's expected to
produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
mning life of 27 and a half years, and there will be --
during that period they' |l be processing 59,000 tons of
ore each day.

It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in a renote part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwi m Valley and then down to the YK
Del t a.

This area is hone to some 66 comunities that
could be affected by the project. For many communities
the project mght affect |ands and resources that are used
for subsistence and other livelihood activities. This
project will face an extensive set of |egal requirenents
with many permts and nmany agencies invol ved.

The diagramat the bottomof this slide shows
the tineline fromexploration through closure. Donlin has
wor ked on exploration and environnental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submtting the permt applications.
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& are now starting the three-year permtting period, the
first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.
And at the conclusion of the EI'S process, the agencies
will decide to issue or to deny the permts. If the
permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mne, Donlin Gold woul d be responsible for closure and
reclamation. This includes deconm ssioning the mll
facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.
The land woul d be recontoured and native vegetation would
be pl anted.

Ckay. We will go nowto the major conponents of
the project, starting with the pipeline and the power
plant. The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports
li ke the Trans-Al aska Pipeline System It wll be cold
and wi Il not generate heat. \ere it crosses major
rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the
riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
shown in the center photo at the top of the slide. This
techni que woul d be used to cross the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and
three forks of the George River, as well as several other
Crossings.
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The image of the block valve on the right side
shows the pipeline right-of-way woul d not be fenced off,
so it would not block access to subsistence use areas.

The right-of-way woul d be brushed every ten years to
provi de continued access for nonitoring and mai ntenance by
Donlin Gold. The construction process would not create a
road along the right-of-way. The design would allow
access, but after construction there will be no inproved
access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet. It would cross
the Al aska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the
foothills of the Al aska Range and into the Kuskokw m Ri ver
Val l ey and then continue west to the mine site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State lands, 34 percent BLMIands, and ten percent Native
corporation | ands.

Note the blue segment in the mddle of the slide
there. That's an alternate pipeline corridor that woul d
avoid the Dal zel| Gorge in the Al aska Range. It would
separate fromthe originally proposed route at mlepost
105 and rejoin the primary alignment at mlepost 150.
Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this
alternative is under consideration, and it wll be
exam ned during geotechnical investigations this comng
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surmer .
This slide shows the project conponents at the
mne site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
Nurmber one is the open pit that woul d eventual |y cover
1,400 acres. And it will be 2.2 mles long, one mle wde
and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a
hal f years of mning
The tailings inpoundnent, which is technically

referred to as a waste treatment facility, which is nunber
two, woul d cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
square mles. The tailings refer to the powder-1like
material that is left after the gold has been renoved from
the mll. Nunber three is a waste rock facility which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres. And the waste rock is the
rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore. These
maj or facilities support the mll and could process 59, 000
tons of ore per day.

MR. DEM AN SIGLER:  Wiich way is Donlin --
Crooked Creek on that, do you know?

MR KUHLE: It's running down this way

[indicating], | believe
MR DEM AN SIGLER. Ckay. Now, would we
be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to

see it fromthe river? No?
MR KUHLE: Fromthe Kuskokwi m R ver?
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DEM AN SI GLER:  Yeah.

KUHLE: | don't believe so.
BRELSFORD: It's ten mles --

KUHLE: Yes. It's ten mles north of
Crooked Creek, so it's --

This is an overview of the major transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
the river barges. And then after the barges went up the
river, there woul d be a new barge | andi ng near Jungjuk for
off-loading the fuel and the cargo. Fromthere, there
woul d be a 30-mle road, a newroad to the mne site. And
al so near the mne site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.
And al so near the mne site would be a new
40-mllion-gallon diesel storage facility.

The proposed barge | anding at Jungjuk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres. The Donlin Gold
Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwi m
River to transport supplies and diesel fuel. The fuel
barges woul d be doubl e-hul | ed, and the navigation season
woul d average 110 days per year with about three barge
tows passing per day, neaning that if you were standing
anywhere al ong the Kuskokwi m River, you coul d expect to
see three barges per day. It could be two up and one down

2333
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or one up and two down, but it would be on average three
barge tows per day. And each tow would be pushing four
bar ges.

There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per
season and 58 fuel barge tows per season. The cargo
barges woul d carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would
carry 173,000 gal l ons each. And the shipping season, the
barge tow frequency, and the nunber of barge |oads would
be pretty nuch the sane both during construction and
during the operations of the project.

MR. LEONARD MAKAR [ph]: | have a
question. Have you done an aerial study whether or not if
the area where you are going to put this storage for fue
and what have you is erosion free? | nean, some areas
where in -- because | do know the Kuskokw mregion has
erosion problens. Is this area where you are making this
inpact, would it be safe for it to be built wthout
erosion in the future to be a danger?

MR KUHLE: That's one of the purposes of
our EIS process is to evaluate that. W will look at the
proposed project, and there will be studies done. And you
know, we will take the information, the studies that, you
know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are
necessary we will do those, and all of that infornmation
will be used to prepare the draft EIS
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MR. BRELSFORD: Can | ask your nane for
the court reporter?

MR. LEONARD MAKAR: M nane is Leonard.
["mw th Kwet hl uk Real Estate.

MR BRELSFORD: So Leonard's question
hel ps us remenber that Donlin has proposed some
engi neering design, and they have done sone studies about
i ce passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwi m River, and
they believe this is a safe place. But the purpose of the
EISis to evaluate, to | ook again at the engineering
design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to
confirmthat the design would be safe and woul d avoid any
damage, any risk of fuel loss fromthe storage area.

M5. PANQALQALRIA I VAN Last fall there
was a barge around Kwethl uk area that went in the water.
W11 your barges be newy bought or will they be
secondhand?

MR KUHLE: WII the barges be new or
secondhand? You know, that's -- the barges, |'msure,
will be up to Coast CGuard standards. You know, we w |
make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans

that have been identified, but I -- you know, | don't know
that new or used barges -- you know, that's not sonething
we ook at. W will ook to make sure that there is plans

in place for assuring safe operations.
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MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND: doria O evel and,
menmber of Akiak Native Conmunity. WII the pipeline be
moni t or ed?

MR. KUHLE: The pipeline, yes, |'msure it
will be nonitored. They have -- trying to think of the --
stations every 20 mles.

MR. BRELSFORD: It has pressure monitoring
and then valves every 20 mles.

MR. KUHLE: And they will have a pigging
station which will run through the pipe to, you know
check to make sure it's in good condition. ['mnot sure
of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating
agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Adm nistration, and they will be responsible for ensuring
the safety of the pipeline.

MR. SAM GEORGE: Sam Geor ge, Aki ak

Community Council. On the barges, there is the question
of the ownership of the barges that will be used for
transporting the cargo. | think it's very inportant to

note that they should have, |ike, the one that -- that
sunk down from-- near Kwethluk, that was a very old
barge. And | think you guys shoul d make a note that
whoever they contract with shoul d have, you know, fairly
new bar ges.

And the other concernis the -- the water |evels
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of the Kuskokwim it varies yearly. Sometines it's |ow.
And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, |ike
bel ow Kal skag, | have seen a barge that was stuck up there
and they -- they had to use -- | forget what kind

of equipnent they had in the front of the barges, and I

was afraid they were hitting the river bottomto keep them
where they were going. | think those need to be
identified in the EI'S process.

And because we depend on the fish, | think
that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns
that | have is the traffic that's going to be as a result
of this project. And we -- and the fish that we gat her,
we have people that fish at various parts of the day or
ni ght or whatever [inaudible].

MR. KUHLE: W will have those comrents in
the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in
the draft EIS. Thank you.

MR BRELSFORD: | think there is another
question over here, Don. 1Is there another question? No

MR DAVID GLILA, SR: M nane is David
Glila, Sr. The first questionis in reference to the
natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to
the Donlin there. Some years ago, two or three years ago,
the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural
gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of
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the neetings, there was an individual that reported there
was a depletion of the natural gas in that area. M
question would be: How -- in the event that there isn't
enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek --
if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching
that |ine when -- when it mght not be used for the length
of that mne? That's nmy first question there.

The next one is in reference to air quality and

diesel emssion. | know there is going to be one plant.
| know there is going to be multiple burning and
[i ndeci pherable]. How nuch of that -- | don't know if

there was any done in reference to the mnes down in the
Lower 48 that are operating nowin reference to air
quality. You know, anything that cones out of the chimey
goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other

areas away fromthe mning project. It can reach all the
way down to the coast. It depends on how strong the w nd
IS,

In reference to that, at one point in tine
the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in
Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that
dropped up into the Arctic area. In reference to that, ny
question is going to be how -- how nuch of that em ssions
com ng out of that -- them chimmeys, what the anount woul d
be in reference to chemcals that is detrimental to the
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environnent outside of the proposed mne area?
The other one is right now the barges that conme
up the river are deteriorating private lands with the

route of the barges. | knowthere is three that | can
identify. One is above Kwethluk. Wen they turn, they
literally -- I don't know what the word would be, but they

touch the bank when they are turning, and those props,
they raise a lot of turbulence behind them And as a
result, there is an erosion probl em above Kwethl uk, which
is private land. That woul d be another question. If --

| ooking at the estimated transportation of them barges, |
know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in
that area.

Another one is just above it where that bends,
what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to
t he Kuskokwi m even there the barges are doing the sane
thing and creating a little island between the main
Kuskokwi m t hat goes over to the right side of the river
that goes out to the main river that goes over towards
Aki achak. That area is -- if -- if I'"mnot m staken,
maybe ten years fromnow, maybe not -- mght not happen --
that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are
concerned. You mght be able to take a skiff through
there, through the bank of that river there.

So in reference to the mne itself, there is a
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mention here in reference to surface water diverting. M
question in reference to that: How are they diverting
these little creeks here? Are they creating natural --
not natural -- mannmade dans on the headwaters of these
creeks? And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that
goes over to -- goes to the mine there, and there is
tributaries that are going out through that main creek
there, are they daming those? And the same question, are
they creating mannade ponds?

G oundwat er consunption, what kind of
groundwater are they tal king about? Are they talking
about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to
use it, or what? What kind of consunption? Is it for
human consunption?

MR KUHLE: | guess we will talk alittle
bit about that later on. |If you are wanting me -- you
want me to -- | guess | could try to answer some of your
questions now, but the list is getting kind of long. Are
you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a
response at this point?

MR DAVID G LILA SR : These are the
questions that | amasking. Hopefully anybody that is
with the scoping group here woul d be able to answer.

QG her than that, maybe on the second round, maybe sonebody
woul d be able to send us these questions to the point
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where maybe we coul d understand. And you are talking
about mne dewatering. Wit exactly -- so you will be
covering what -- these three in reference to water, then,
huh?

MR KUHLE: W will just briefly explain
what -- some of the issues we anticipate. It's good --
these are all questions that are good to bring up to make
sure they are addressed in the EI'S, and specifically your
conments on the barges and the erosion. And you are
menti oni ng some very specific information there, and
that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.

So you know, your comments that you have nade so
far have been recorded, but if you have any nore specific
information |ike that, you know, | would encourage you --
you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead
and submt that either through one of our questionnaires
or through the website. You can either e-mail it or mail
it to us, or you can call ne. [|'Il have ny phone nunber
on here, and | can help you get that information to us.

But those are the types of things that we are
| ooking for is the specific information. You know, you
mentioned the pipeline, air emssions and the surface
water diversion. A lot of that information is already
avail able on the website. There is what is -- you know,
as URS goes through, you know, they are |ooking at the
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information and the studies that Donlin has al ready done,

and they will determne what additional work or studies or
information is necessary. And as part of the EI'S process,
they will gather that information and it will go into the
draft EI'S which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when
we expect that to be conpl eted.

So it's good that you get your questions and
concerns to us now because anything you nention today in
the scoping nmeeting or submt to us before March 29th will
be addressed in the EIS. So as | said in advance, you
have asked a nunber of questions here. | think a |ot of
that information, you know, has been -- you know, there
has been work and studies done in those regards already,
and there is additional work that will be done. So you
know, | just kind of wanted to make that point. |If you
have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we
will go on here. W have -- in fact, after the next slide
| was planning to stop to see if anybody had any ot her
questions. Maybe we will do that.

M5. FORDHAM  And Don -- David, you
mentioned a very specific slough, and | don't know if Mary
captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want
to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the
anal ysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get
that name correct.
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MR KURT FARN: Kurt Farn, Akiak. Even if
the pipeline of natural gas goes through, you are still
going to need that nuch fuel to run that operation?

MR KUHLE: The fuel is nostly for diese
fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the |arge
shovel s and trucks that will haul the -- you know, the
rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mll
and the waste rock and just noving all the nateria
around. That's -- there is lots of equipnent that, you
know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they --
you know, natural gas, | believe, is nore economcal, so
they' |l use that as much as they can.

MR BRELSFORD: So the natural gas is used
to run the electrical generator, and nuch of the

machi nery, especially in the mll, is run by electricity.
So that's what that big natural gas generator is for. But
the nobile trucks, the big equipnent, still runs on

diesel. So both energy sources are needed for the
operation of the m ne.

MR. KURT FARN: That's quite a bit. If
the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard
to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.
You woul d be hauling nmuch -- if the pipeline didn't go
through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be
abl e to haul enough fuel to run that operation because
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that plant runs off gas.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you for your
coment .

MS. FORDHAM  The conmmrent about
alternatives --

MR. KUHLE: Yes, that's good. W will be
eval uating the various alternatives, you know, the
pi peline as part of -- | guess we haven't identified al
the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel wll be
evaluated in the various alternatives.

Ckay. This slide shows the construction canp,
whi ch woul d have 2,500 beds during the construction
period, and it woul d support a construction workforce of
up to 3,000 jobs. And this includes some snaller renote
canps for pipeline construction. The permanent canp woul d
have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400
enpl oyees working shifts, meaning that only about half of
the total workforce would be on site at any given tine.

So we were planning at this point to pause and
see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from
Moxi e or Vernon regarding the translation. Do we need to
do that? | think everybody seems to understand pretty
well. So we will nove on. And I'll have one nore chance
for questions on the parts of the project or the project
itself before we move on to some of the issues that we

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 36

expect to review.
If there is no questions -- yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  Are you
starting the conment period now or taking testinonies
ri ght now?

MR KUHLE: No. W will do that --
mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with
the slides.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  Thank you.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. W will nove on now to
several slides of exanples of issues and concerns that we
expect to evaluate. As | said earlier, the purpose of the
scoping neetings is to identify issues and concerns. And
one major area of concern is water resources. The project
is designed to have no discharge of mne-contacted water
away fromthe mne site, but there can still be concerns,
and some exanmples are noted on this slide

Streams and other surface waters would be
diverted away fromand around the mning activities in
order to facilitate mning and to avoid contan nati on.

G oundwat er woul d be consumed as part of the mning
process and coul d affect base flows of nearby streans.

M ne dewatering to keep water out of the pit could | ower
adj acent groundwater |evels and again could affect nearby
streams. Some of the rock, when exposed to the el ements,
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coul d generate acid or |each mnerals, and therefore waste
rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contam nating waters outside of the mne
site.

Air quality is also inmportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues. There would be several
sources of em ssions, including a |large nunber of large
mning vehicles, a 227-negawatt power plant, and dust
create by renmoving and processing the overburden waste
rock and the ore.

Cimte change is a grow ng concern and woul d
need to be considered because |arge amunts of
hydrocarbons wi |l be burned during mning. Mercury wll
be | ooked at in several areas. Naturally occurring
mercury or fugitive nmercury could be rel eased by exposing
it during mning. Mercury stack em ssions could occur
during the mlling process, and any nercury co-product
woul d require careful storage and transport. Al so, given
the | arge anounts of fuel and hazardous materials
invol ved, safe operating procedures and good response
plans will be crucial to preventing spills.

O her major issues and concerns include wetl ands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel
subsi stence, and fish and | and uses. The proposed project
woul d affect a total of 16,300 acres. O this,
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approximately 10,000 acres woul d be at the mne site and
the related infrastructure. 6,000 acres would be al ong

the proposed pipeline. These areas woul d be inpacted by
excavating, filling, vegetation renoval or other

di sturbances. 6,900 acres of the total 16,000 woul d be

wet | ands.

There woul d be fish and wildlife habitat |oss or
reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and
there woul d al so be a direct disturbance of individua
animals in the area.

Barge traffic we have tal ked about already.
There woul d be a substantial increase in traffic. And
subsi stence and traditional |and uses would be affected by
the loss of land to devel opnent.

Here are some nore exanpl es of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the conmunities,
cul tural resources, and recreation. Conmunity life
during -- during construction there would be a huge new
wor kf orce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400
per manent enpl oyees, so this would bring new enpl oynent
and incone, but it would al so have many effects on
community life and human health. And cul tural resources,
both historical and archeol ogi cal sites, that exist in the
area mght be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and
traditional and cultural properties could also be
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affected. And recreation and visual resources, including
the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by
new structures and m ning operations.

So to conclude, we know that this proposed
project and |land and resources are inmportant to you, and
we would like to enphasize that there are several ways to
get involved in the EIS. And you are already doing the
most inportant thing by being here and participating in a
scoping neeting. You can find additional information on
the project on the donlingoldeis.comwebsite, and you can
al so submt a comment formthere. You can contact ne
directly if you have any concerns. That's ny direct phone
line, (907) 753-2780. And ny e-mail address is there, as
wel | .

For tribal matters, you can contact Ananda
Shearer. She's the Corps of Engineers tribal |iaison, and
that's her direct phone nunber and her e-mail address.
Tribal governnents also, in addition to participating in
the EI'S process, can participate in
gover nment -t o- gover nment consultation. If you would Iike
to do that, you can contact either Amanda or nyself.
Amanda is, as | said, our tribal Iiaison

So we would |ike to hear your questions and
conments. And we put up here sonme ideas to show you the
type of scoping comments that we are |ooking for. W are
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| ooki ng for issues and questions that need to be anal yzed
inthe EIS. W want to identify potential inpacts and
effects on resources. W would like to hear any ideas you
may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out
about any inportant information available in your
comunity. And if you do have any witten conments --

"1l open it up for testinony here and any other questions
you may have.

If you do have any witten conments, we ask that
you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to nake
sure that they are fully recorded.

MR GEORGE GQUY: Can | start off? Because
we have a plane to catch. M name is George Guy. |'mthe
busi ness manager for Kwethl uk, Incorporated. But | have
witten testinmony to make on the proposed mne. And | do
thank you, M. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to coment
on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environnental inpact
st at ement .

For the record, my name is George GQuy. I'mthe
busi ness manager for Kwethl uk, Incorporated. ['malso on
the board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which
must remain neutral on this project. But today I|'m
speaki ng on behal f of Kwethluk, Incorporated. Like nany
other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokw m
Region, we are mainly Yup'ik Eskino | anguage speaking

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 41

Al aska residents and basically live a subsistence,
fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for
cash scarce area. Conmercial fisheries and other seasona
or odd jobs supplenment this lifestyle. Salnmon is our main
stapl e food, a renewabl e resource.

In behal f of the sharehol ders of Kwethl uk
I ncorporated and the residents, | would Iike to comment on
the proposed Donlin Gold Project. Based on our
historically traditional and customary subsi stence,
hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and
primarily on the barge traffic. As M. David Glila
indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our
| ands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwi m Ri ver

Basi cal |y when the KuskokwimRi ver is full of
sal mon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short
span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our
renewabl e resources, the salmn mght be affected by the
barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets
that we utilize to harvest salnon. And that wll inpact
our people, our salnon, and our eroding |ands through the
barge traffic conmmunity fromthe mouth of the Kuskokw m
River all the way up to the proposed mne site. It takes
a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our
renewabl e resources to inplement our needs.

Sone of the potential damages that m ght occur
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barges mght collide wth boats, nets. And as nowadays we
are under conbat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the
codes and regul ations that we have to abide by, and there
is limted openings and closures of fishing of all the
sal non species mgrating up and down the Kuskokwi m River.
Sal mon fish, jacks and nature sal mon and the erosion of
the river banks by the barges. Mke sure that the
proposed project is done in an environnental |y sound and
safe way.
And in closing, on behalf of the sharehol ders of

Kwet hl uk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, |
thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this
project that will have a long-termeffect if it becomes a
reality. Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you for your conmmrents.

MR BRELSFORD: We asked folks to sign if
they wanted to testify. So maybe we will go to the Iist,
but | think this was a good point. |f anybody has to
| eave early, maybe we want to make roomfor themto go
early. Mke, you are signed up first on the list, but
let's be sure if anybody el se has a pl ane soon, that they
have an opportunity to speak before we wap up.

MR M CHAEL WLLIAMS: | have to catch ny
dog team

MR BRELSFORD: If anybody has a dog team
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to catch before they have to go. So Mke Wllianms will be
the first person. So let's hear your coments.
MR M CHAEL WLLIAMS: Hello. M name is

M chael WIllians. | amone of the nenbers of the Akiak
Native Conmmunity IRA Council for along tine and also a
subsi stence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog nusher here
in Akiak for a long time, ever since | can remenber. You
know, after | went to boarding school, along with Mxie
here -- or Mxie is older than ne, so he graduated earlier
than me fromthe same school in O egon.

But anyway, | wanted to make conments on the
Donlin Gold Project. You know, ever since there was a
thought for a gold mne up in Crooked Creek, you know, we
were very concerned about the river and the inpacts that
it may have on our people and the Kuskokwi m River,
al t hough the economc opportunities, the jobs, and we
understand that. And when we raise concerns, it -- we
were thought of being against a gold mne, and we were
not. W were concerned about the mercury em ssions,
mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring
because nercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in
the rocks and hills. And when you disturb the land, then
it happens. But that was our concern, that it nmay affect
our salnmon. W depend on sal nmon for our subsistence way
of life.
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And in turn, our concern was the inpact on
heal th because the status of our Native health is -- you
know, we have hi ghest rates of cancer deaths and we have
hi ghest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates
of health-related deaths. And our health status is very,
very challenging right now And | think with the inpact
al so on housing was a concern, as well, because a | ot of
our people don't have enough housing. And with the influx
of people, then housing, need for housing will also inpact
us. So coupled with the increase of people here, an
increase of possible sexually transmtted diseases,
al cohol, drugs that are being brought in fromthe outside
when there is cash influx and when peopl e have influx of
econom ¢ devel opnent. Those things that we see were very
concerning to us.

W want to protect our |anguages, our cultures
here because -- because of the inpact for 30 years, it's
going to have the biggest inpact in the history of our
region. You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak,
NYAC mine, and we had -- the governnent had brought in
| apl anders across there in Akiak, but we seened to have
protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and
strong; but neverthel ess, we were inpacted by diseases
that were brought in fromthe outside, and there were
great deaths. You know, there was massive deaths. And
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there was a hospital here, and a |lot of people came from
all over the region to be treated here. But a lot of them
died and we buried themhere. They couldn't have no --
they didn't have the capacity to go back.

But in terms of human health, we have to make
sure that we do an assessment on health inpacts or health
status of the comunity, alcohol, physical health,
enotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we
have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an
i npact in dimnishing the status of our health, but to
increase the status, health status of our people
physically, emotionally, nentally, et cetera. So I just
wanted to make sure that health inpact assessnents are
done and in a way that we will increase human health
instead of decreasing inpacts on human heal th.

Again, our subsistence way of |ife nust be
protected. Qur salmon nust be protected, making sure that
we continue our way of life. | know the sal non are being
inpacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to
mai ntain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our
l'ivelihood, despite, you know, if mning goes, then do
everything we can to protect our water resource. W
depend on water and clean water, and w thout that water,
we are dead.

But | think those are, in ny nmind, the inpacts
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on heal th, inpacts on our subsistence resources, and the
issue of the erosion. |If we could have -- you know, our
erosion in Akiak was inmpacted this past spring by -- this
past summer by high w nds and storns, and we | ost about
200 feet already. And the Arny Corps of Engineers'
projections were exceeded this past sunmer. So we | ost
about 200 feet of land for erosion. And with that
increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger

i npact on our conmmunity. So | think erosion protection on
our villages would be helpful. Wth tw and a half, three
barges a day increased, it's going to have a major inpact.
And | agree with David Glila who nade that earlier
statement on sone of the inpacts that he identified.

But again, | think if Donlin Creek is going to
be devel oped, the tribal governments nust be on the table.
Qur ways must be protected, and our ways of life nust be
protected instead of damaged. And | think it can be
developed in a way that all the protections can be there.

But those are ny comments. And | wll make
witten comments on your website, whichever. But | just
wanted to make those -- point those potential inpacts to
our communities. And hopefully that our people, our young
people will be -- if it is developed, if the mneis
devel oped, that the job opportunities are realized by our
young people with -- you know, with training and
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educational opportunities that go along with it. But

we -- but we -- we nust be prepared post the mning life,
and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik
peopl e that we have survived over thousands of years here.
And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC m ne
and other economi c opportunities here, and we need to keep
that in kind. Thank you.

MR KUHLE: Thank you

MR BRELSFORD: David Glila is next on
the list. | don't knowif there are additional conments,
if David is still with us. Catherine Wllians. N kola
Al exi e.

MR N KOLAI ALEXIE: Thank you. M nane
is Nkolai Alexie. |'mfromKwethluk. | just have nostly
questions. So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed
to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection
of rainwater, the anount of water used daily, and the
recycled water after it's unusable? In sone years, the
natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fluctuates.
W have dry years and wet years.

|f after the conpletion of the mne, how wll
the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is
too nuch precipitation in one year? Al that overflow ng
water, where do you think it's going? It will go -- it
has to go sonewhere. So that's ny question. Quyana.
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MR KUHLE: Thank you

MR BRELSFORD: Next woul d be N ck Ayapau.

MR N CK AYAPAU: M nane is N ck Ayapau
["mfrom Kwet hluk. And | have two conments, | guess. ne
I's regarding the erosion, which nost of us tal ked about,
but | guess | have a question. 1In aerial photos that we
can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how
the damage that it had fromthe barges going up and down
wi t hout, you know, the proposed three, | think it will add
more. And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has
been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while
| have been watching it. And it's like -- | have a fish
canp near where that is, and when we go out to the river
we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and
| know that if that part opens up nore, it's going to
af fect Kwet hl uk.

And right now -- |ast year Kwethl uk residents,
Kwet hl uk 1 RA Counci| had noved four houses to relocate
them And | think if we -- if the barges go up and down
that way, | think that's going to be -- and | was
wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to
rel ocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or --
you know, it's just a question.
But that's our concern right there. W have --

the reason that |I'mrequesting aerial photos is that when
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it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it
has to go through. And that horseshoe is getting -- you
know, shrinking. |If it goes through that little land, you
know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and I think Kwethl uk
has to relocate. And that's -- that's our -- that's our
concern. And we have been watching that, nonitoring that
ar ea.

And anot her thing, my conment was the
response -- the response tine of when -- if a barge -- if
a barge, you know, |eaks or whatever, because like a
fell ow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, |ast year Faul kner
and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- sonething
happened when it was -- | guess it was a storm and then
it went down, equipnment and some stuff in that little
barge. And the response -- | don't know how that response
went. | know the Gty of Kwethluk and | RA Council had
call ed somebody from Bethel to do sonething about that.
And up to this date we don't have no report on what they
di d.

s that going to be the sane thing if the
barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens
and it's going to affect our fish? And we have a watering
poi nt at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down,
and | think -- and equi prent went down and sonething --
the barge itself and the equi pment went down. | don't
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know what they did after that happened, but our water --
our watering point is near that area. | nean, and they --
peopl e have been reporting when they go get water they see
oi | and diesel, and probably metal |eaching, too. And
that's what maybe Heal th and Social Services can | ook into
in that area.

So ny question was, | wonder how the response
woul d be if sonething happens up, you know, where the --
the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever
happens and then stuff cane down and, you know --

MR KUHLE: Well, | guess to try to answer
your question, | guess, again, we are here for scoping to
gather comments and information. And your conments about
the erosion and the specific information about erosion is
hel pful for the studies that will be done to | ook at the
inpacts that all this barge traffic will have on the
river.

As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard
about that before, and I don't know what the problem was
with the response on that. But I'msure it will be
consi dered as, you know, plans are, you know, devel oped
for, you know, dealing or how -- as we | ook at how all
this barge traffic would be addressed. And if there were
to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place
to deal with that.
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But again, you know, that's all hel pful
information. And, you know, we will -- you know, you have
made your comments. It's, you know, on the record. W
will take a look at it. You will be able to look at the
draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed. And
again, if you have any, you know, nore specific
information like that, we would like to hear it. You
know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when
you are tal king about a certain slough and what's
happeni ng over the last ten years so that can be
consi dered. So thank you.

MR BRELSFORD: The next speaker would be
Ceorge CGuy. Additional coments? Then Ivan M [van
pl ease.

MR IVANM IVAN. M nane is Ivan M
Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and |IRA Council from
the Akiak comunity. | just want to recap. M conments
are not directed at any one individual, but public
authority within our government system Looking back to a
coupl e of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP,
we tried to submt a resolution that didn't pass because
the executive direction of the regional corporation, |
believe it was, was against it, and | could not nuster
enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mke nade a
comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the
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table in all of this.

The idea was not to stop the process, but to
have an input into the systemto protect life and -- life
and natural resources on this river systemand that this
project is not small. And I'd like to -- | hear
information on the size. | understand that projections
are 30 years in operation. Am/l correct? The estimted
gol d ounces, what are they now?

M5. BLANCHARD: A million ounces a year, |
bel i eve.

MR IVANM IVAN. A mllion ounces a year
versus whatever the value today is.

MS. BLANCHARD: $1,500 an ounce, | think.

MR KUHLE: | don't know what the --

MR IVANM IVAN. |I'mtrying to get to
the point of what the inpact of that dollar would do to
our communities, the human factor and, of course, the
natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection. And
i f you woul d consider consultation ongoing as you are
doing now, in ny opinion, consult with the tribes as much
as you can, allow themthe opportunity to input in your
systeminto the environnental inmpact. We were not able to
at that tine get a resolution passed through the regiona
associ ation when we asked for the tribes to be on the
table as the rest of themso that we can be represented.
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And we are going to do the best we can in this process to
put as nuch reconmendations or information, pro or con,
into -- to let you know

One of the concerns that we have, and | hope --
and it was alluded to by M. Wlliams -- we serve on the
sanme council here in Akiak -- is the human inpact that,

-- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a ot of
dol l'ar around, what usually cones with it is alcohol and
possi bly drugs, and that's potential. That's what we are
tal king about. If the U S. Departnment of Justice or
soneone coul d be ready to provide support to |oca
enforcenment -- community enforcement to help them cope
with this on the way, that should be considered in our --
in our opinion

It's such a big project, it's going to have a
pretty heavy human inpact. The biggest concern that we
have, protect the salnon, mainly the fish and the wildlife
on the land. That dollar value of fish and wildlife, I
couldn't put a dollar anpunt. For thousands of years that
kept us alive. W would like to see it another thousand
years ahead of us to continue. Please put in as nuch
protection as possible in all these plans as best as you
can. It's -- | can't fathomthe anount of inpact it wll
have on us. [It's not going to be small

The bi ggest concern our people have is please
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ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maxi mum
anount -- nmaxi num possi bl e and the human inpact it would
have on small communities.

That's basically ny conments. And ny question
is: As you said, this is your first time here. Are we --
can we expect other sessions |ike this in the future so we
could be sure what conments we make woul d be considered?

MR KUHLE: To answer your question, we
wi |l be back after the draft EI'S has been prepared, which
IS expected to be August 2014. We will have another round
of public neetings. And the draft EIS w Il also address
all the comments that are made. So that would be a way to
see how your conmments have been addressed. And al so you
menti oned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-triba
consul tation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or nyself
and, you know, express your concerns. O you can contact
us for other -- anytine you want you can contact us for
gover nnent -t o- gover nment consultation. So | encourage you
to do that. And again, through March 29th is the scoping
period. So feel free to call ne or Amanda. We will be
glad to discuss it. If you would like to have a
tel econference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in
and see us.

MR IVAN M IVAN. One other question that
| have is: The Indian Health Service that provides health
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service to Native communities like us hereis, | believe
contracted by A aska Native Tribal Health Consortium if
I"mnot mstaken; that they also be invited to make
comments in the health issues for our people. That's all.
It's just to be careful along the way as best as hunmanly
possi bl e.

MR KUHLE: Al right. Thank you.

MR IVAN M IVAN. That's all | have. If

you have questions, I'll try and answer them

MR KUHLE: | would be glad to speak with
you. | don't have any specific questions right now
Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: So let me nmention again
that there is the conment sheets at the back to provide
comments, any kind of witten conments if you would IiKke.
And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.
These are self-mailing. You fold themover, put a stanp
and there they go. But it also has the website for the
Donlin Gold EIS Project. So a lot of information.

Sonebody asked about the water bal ance plan, and
that plan is actually on the website. It's the proposed
engineering for water balance, but if you would like to
l ook into it in nore detail on sonme of these things, this
website woul d have additional background information. So
the comment forms could help you find the website address.
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And we woul d | ook forward to having people learn nmore and
more about it.
So then the next person to speak was Dem an

Sigler. And | know Dem an spoke earlier, but we wel cone
nor e.

MR. DEM AN SIGLER: Demian Sigler from
Akiak. | wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going
to open. Seens like this is the first operation of
hopeful Iy not many. Because |'ve seen that greed of, you
know, not just Donlin. Like United States, they -- they
hunger minerals, all kinds of mnerals. Is this going to
open the doors for other conpanies to start saying Al aska
has a | ot of resources? And are you, like, going to be
the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in
our roons saying that we will support you, but we are
going to take away fromthe land? Is the greed going to
stop somepl ace of wanting to take, take, take? And should
we stop this process before we are over our heads and we
can't stop it? Because | hear a lot of concerns about our
habitat. | also have that feeling of economc greed, that
we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wondering
how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin
Creek gets accepted. Thank you

MR KUHLE: Thank you

MR BRELSFORD: So Brenda Lanont per haps
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wanted to testify. There is a check in the box. Brenda?
And | think we want to nmake sure anybody el se who has
conmments woul d be wel come to provide those coments. |
bel i eve Sam George is ready to offer some additiona
coment s.

MR. SAM GEORGE: Yeah, | want to -- | was
hoping the rest of the crew would come down. | don't know
what happened to them But | want to conment on the --
first 1 want to thank the Akiak Native Community for
hosting the -- the neeting here. And | want to wel cone
the Arny Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew
here to this scoping neeting.

Ever since the Donlin Creek issue cane about,
you know, one of the major concerns that | have is the --
the barge traffic. And as | stated earlier, you know, the
water level is always different each year. And sone years
we have a very low water level. And like | stated
earlier, |I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they
are using backhoes to pull thenselves up. And those
i ssues need to be addressed by the EI'S process.

And the other concern that | had was the use of
expl osi ves, you know, the use of dynamte, if they can use
those kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.
Wien they start the extraction process, |I'msure they are
going to use a lot of explosives during that process. And
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| think that needs to be addressed.

The other area is the snow | evel that we have
each year, and the process that -- you know, when the
mel ting process goes through, we have a |lot of water that,
you know, overflows. And that needs to be addressed by
this process. And | know when you had the presentation, |
think ny -- the process was |ike 59,000 tons a day for
processi ng.

And the other concern, | know when | went
through the comment by our council president, he was
tal king about the fault lines. And this is the fault line
that goes from-- that covers that area as far as |ike

earthquakes are concerned. | think those need to be
addressed by the process.
The other is wetland restoration. | know

sonetinme ago, Mary fromDonlin Creek mentioned that --
that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or mnerals
have to set aside nonies for wetlands restoration. And |
think that shoul d be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.
And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our
wetlands to their natural states, | think that should be
addressed, al so.

And one other concern is the -- the George River
is the spawning area for the king salnmon. And | know we
have over the years -- you know, we are seeing |ess king
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salnon going up. And | think that needs to be | ooked into
very seriously by U S. Fish & Wldlife Service and the
Fish & Gane departnents. And |ooking at the seasona
i npacts, you know, we have various weather patterns. W
have -- like during the winter we have high w nds.
Sunmertine we al so have high w nds and continuous
rainfalls. You know, those need to be addressed.

And the other alternative to barging, | think --
you know, | don't know. It's probably too |ate, but
know | nentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road
alternate that m ght be considered maybe fromthe mouth of
the river to the mne site to bring some -- you know,

the -- like freight and fuel. | think that could be
less -- there would be less inpact to the river if there
was a road. And I'msure -- |'msure one of the ideas

that | had was if the -- alongside of the river nost of
the land is Native corporation land. And it would
probably not cover -- it would probably go through Iike
part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that
alternative, | think, would have |ess environmental inpact
to like the river because of the -- the water levels are
very unpredictabl e because sonetimes we have high water
|l evel s and we have a | ot of erosion that we are facing
ri ght now.

And the last proposal, | think -- | know I've
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heard about this fromCalista, but I don't knowif it's
really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do
environnental restoration which would be controlled by the
tribes, the State, the federal government to restore
habitat, like if -- if thereis -- if there is a disaster
caused by the mne, | think this fund would be to restore
fisheries, wetlands. You can do a |lot of things to, you
know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat,
fisheries habitat, those sort of things. And I think --
and | know soneone nentioned that if there would be a fund
establ i shed --

| know | ooking over the website, in four years
they are going to extract, like, 1.5 mllion ounces of
gold a day -- | nean a year. Then after four years they
woul d go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year
period the gold mne would be in operation. And |ooking
at the extraction site, it would be two mles long, one
mle wide and 1,500 feet deep site.

So it's a very, you know, big project. And
there is going to be a |ot of noney involved; you know,
billions and billions of dollars, at stake. So maybe an

escrow account -- with the absence of |ike the borough
governnent -- we have no borough government out here. The
escrow would be -- | know M ke mentioned that; right,

M ke? But you know, the -- and | don't know how nuch
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Calista woul d get out of the mne.

You know, those issues will probably cone at a
|ater date. But | want to thank you, again, for the
opportunity to address the scoping process. And if | can,
["I'l probably do a witten conment. But if you guys have
questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.
And their nunber is 825-4328, the office number. And you
can try to get ahold of me fromthere. Thanks.

MR. BRELSFORD: Any additional comrents or
concerns?

MR M CHAEL WLLIAMS: Yeah. | think
there has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges
going up and down. And just a few mles above Akiak, they
have been beachi ng and dunping gravel and changing the --
the river flow And it has caused erosion problems here
in a bad way. But beyond four or five mles above Akiak,
that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they
need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to
be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be
very -- you know, the -- a lot of those gravel barges have
to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching
in sone of the salnon areas above Akiak here between here
and Tul uksak. So | think they need to be very careful
bet ween here and Tul uksak to nake sure that they go
through the right channels.
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MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. 1'd like to
talk to you a little bit after about that. That's
separate fromthe Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if
you will be here a little bit, I'Il talk to you afterwards
about that.

MR BRELSFORD: Let's see if there are any
ot her conments, and we will nove towards closing in a few
mnutes. But we want to be sure we have had a chance to
| earn everything you all have to offer. Maybe we have to
make a few thank yous to close the neeting.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you for com ng.
And again, we encourage you to visit our website,
donl i ngol dei s.com or contact ne directly. And we | ook
forward to your comments.

MR BRELSFORD: And thanks to the folks
who hel ped us get the roomset up, the equipnent, all of
that. We really appreciate the wel cone, and we | ook
forward to com ng back before too | ong.

(Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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1 APPE _A' RANGCES 1 important for people in the region, and we want to be good
2 For US. Arny Corps of Engineers: . . .
2 listeners and to learn from peoplein the region in order
3 B?BJ- 53? ! ﬁ/anager 3 to prepare areally useful environmental impact statement.
4 For URS: 4 And let me ask Moxie to say aword, and then we
> Tayl or Brelsford 5 want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help
6 Project Minager 6 with trandating if we need it.
; Mxie Alexie = oo ior 7 MR. ALEXIE: My nameis Moxie Alexie.
o For Bureau of Land Management: 8 Since Novembe_r of last year -- begmm_ng 2004 through
Jenny Bl anchard 9 November of thislast year | worked with AVCP, Inc. out of
10 Ar cheol ogi st 10 Bethel asarealty officer, and in November, URS, when
11 For Alaska Departnent of Health and Social Services: |11 they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS
12 Sarah_Yoder 12 Project, they asked meif | wanted to come to work for
13 For Alaska Departrment of Natural Resources: 13 them, and | did. | accepted the offer and had to move to
14 Jeff Bruno 14 Anchorage.
15 State of Alaska Project Coordinator 15 Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really important
16 For U S. Environmental Protection Agency: 16 tome. I lived -- I'm originally upriver from Sleetmute,
17 Tam For dham ) ) ) ) 17 asmall village upriver from the Donlin Gold mine site,
Al aska Resources Extraction Tribal Policy Advisor . . . . . .
18 Taken by: 18 five, six miles upriver f_rom the old Red Devil mine. |
19 Mty A Vavrik, RWR 19 havefour boys, three girls. And long after I'm gone, my
20 ) ' 20 kids, my grandkids, they will be -- they will beliving
21 BE IT KNOM that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |21 Off theland. They will beliving off the Kuskokwim River
22 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before 22 for their fishi ng. And so this project is rea”y
23 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |23 important to me, probably one of the main reasons why |
24 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 24 accepted a position with URS when they offered me this job
25 25 to help the Army Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S 1 Gold ElS.
2 MR. BREL SFORD: So falks, | think we might 2 But thisis not my first time herein Akiak. |
3 get started. If we can invite you to find seats, we might 3 have been here many times and plan to be back. If we need
4 get underway. So thanksto everybody for coming this 4 atrandator, if we need atrandglation, we have Catherine,
5 afternoon. | think we might get started with the 5 alocal lady here; Catherine Williams will translate for
6 presentation. But we would like to start with an 6 usif weneed one. Thank you.
7 invocation. And Mike Williams has offered to say aword 7 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thisisthe agendafor
8 toget us started in agood way. 8 today. We have adide to provide you with an idea of the
9 (Invocation offered by Michael Williams.) 9 topicsthat wewill be covering. We want to talk about
10 MR. KUHLE: Good afternoon. Welcometo 10 the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EIS
11 the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 11 milestones. Next we want to provide abasic overview of
12 environmental impact statement, also known asan EIS. My |12 the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it. And then we
13 nameis Don Kuhlewith U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and |13 will summarize afew issues as away of inviting your
14 1'mthe project manager for the EIS. Also here today are 14 comments. We encourage you to get involved, and we will
15 afew peoplewith URS Alaska, which is the contractor 15 tell you how to do that.
16 that's helping the Corps prepare the EIS, and they are 16 Okay. We are here because Donlin Gold has
17 Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie. And they will be 17 proposed an open pit gold mine ten miles north of Crooked
18 helping me with the presentation today, also. 18 Creek. And the Corps of Engineersis preparing an EIS to
19 MR. BRELSFORD: So | wanted to say thanks 19 identify and analyze the potential impacts. The Corpsis
20 againfor joining us. Moxie and | work on the technical 20 neither a proponent or an opponent of the project. It's
21 team that prepares some of the written materialsto 21 Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in making
22 support the Army Corps of Engineers. | spent some years 22 permit decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.
23 living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillingham and traveled 23 Scoping meetings are the first step in the EI'S process,
24 alittle bit out here years ago. But it'sreally great to 24 and they can aso help fulfill the public involvement
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be back and to be a part of this project. It'svery
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requirements for the National Historic Preservation Act.
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1 MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS: For the record, | 1 Sothat's why we are cooperating on this project.
2 don't think we need atranslator, so keep going. 2 MR. KUHLE: Okay. We aso have Tami
3 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Okay. This 3 Fordham with the Environmental Protection Agency.
4 map gives an orientation to the project area, which 4 MS. FORDHAM: I'll come up here. So hi.
5 extendsfrom Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked 5 I'm Tami Fordham. | work for the Environmental Protection
6 Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River, and it also 6 Agency out of the Anchorage office, and | haven't been to
7 includesthe Y ukon-Kuskokwim Delta. Thisisaremotearea | 7 Akiak before, but thank you for having us here to come and
8 with little devel opment to date and no existing roads to 8 talk with you. | used to serve asthetribal liaison for
9 theregion. The proposed mine would require al new 9 thisregion about five yearsago. Then | took another job
10 infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. All this 10 at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work
11 would be subject to permitting before it could proceed. 11 withtribes. SoI'm still part of the tribal program, and
12 This map gives an idea of the logistics and the 12 I'm one of ateam of people that work for EPA that are
13 supply links for the proposed mine. Transportation 13 working with the Army Corps of Engineers as a cooperating
14 logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west 14 agency.
15 coast ports, west coast from the Lower 48. The fuel and 15 And while EPA doesn't have any permitsto issue
16 cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from 16 on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Army
17 ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river 17 Corpsto develop an environmental impact statement that
18 bargesin Bethel. Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for 18 addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean
19 transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would 19 air and water, oil and chemical spill planning and
20 then be barged upriver and then off-loaded at a new barge 20 response, and the National Environmental Policy Act. We
21 landing a Jungjuk port. The new pipelineindicated in 21 aso have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air
22 yellow there would extend from Cook Inlet to bring in 22 and water quality permits, so that's another part of it.
23 natural gasfor the mill. 23 And we also bring special expertise. We have amining
24 So now we are going to turn to the EI'S process, 24 team. We also have expertise in air and water monitoring
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and we will start by explaining why an EISis prepared in
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and modeling, wetlands, geochemistry, working with tribes
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the first place. The Nationa Environmental Policy Act,
or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action
significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment. In this case Donlin Gold has submitted an
application for permits under section 404 of the Clean
Water Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.
Issuance of these permits would be a major federal action
and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts
of the proposed project. The EIS, along with other
applicable laws and regulations, will be used by the Corps
and other agencies to make their permit decisions.

This dlide shows how many agencies, tribes and
regional organizations will work together on the EIS. We
have several cooperating agency representatives with us
today, and I'd like to invite them to introduce themselves
and say afew words about the role of their agenciesin
this EIS process. We have Jenny Blanchard from the Bureau
of Land Management.

MS. BLANCHARD: Hi, everybody. My nameis
Jenny Blanchard, and I'm representing the BLM. And we are
a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is
proposing anatural gas pipeline to help power their mine,
and that would cross some BLM land, so we have to decide
whether to give them what we call aright-of-way permit,
give them permission to build a pipeline across BLM land.
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to bring in traditional knowledge into decisionmaking
processes, environmental justice and tribal consultation.
So alot of different things that EPA is bringing to the
project.

And thank you for having us here.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you. We aso have Jeff
Bruno from the State of Alaska.

MR. BRUNO: I'm Jeff Bruno with the
Department of Natural Resources. My primary function on
this project isto serve as a single point contact for the
State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the
applicant. The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.
We agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and
experience to help evaluate the proposed project.

Asyou will see on adide that will come up
later, the State also has several permits that this
project would still need to apply for at alater date. So
thereis still a process for the State to do outside of
the environmental impact statement.

Additionally, Sarah Y oder from Health and Socia
Servicesishere, and I'll let her explain kind of what
her role is on this project.

MS. YODER: Hi, everyone. I'm Sarah
Y oder, and | work for the Alaska Department of Health and
Socia Services. | work in the Health Impact Assessment
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1 Program, and our role in this process is we are doing a 1 website, and we will be asking people to review the draft
2 health impact assessment on the Donlin Gold Project. And 2 and provide their comments. And the information that's
3 part of that work will be integrated into the EIS. So if 3 gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final
4 you have any health-related comments or questions, please 4 EIS, which is expected to be completed around October
5 feel freeto talk to me. 5 2015. And then the final EIS will be used by the various
6 MR. KUHLE: Okay. We aso have two other 6 agenciesin making their permit decisions. Each agency
7 federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here 7 will prepare their own Record of Decision.
8 today. They arethe U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the 8 One important thing to notice on thisdideis
9 Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration. 9 thetwo gold-colored areas. Those are the best
10 Weaso havethreetribal governmentsthat are 10 opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions
11 participating as cooperating agencies. They are Crooked 11 that you may have about the project so they can al be
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Creek, Chuathbaluk and Napaimute. And the Kuskokwim River
Watershed Council is aso a cooperating agency for the
ElIS.

Donlin Gold Project will require many federal
permits and consultations, and this slide provides several
examples. I'll just let you take alook at that briefly
and also mention that you can find a much more
comprehensive list of al the permits and consultations
and other requirements that can be found in the
application on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.

This dide shows the -- there are also many
permits required from the State of Alaska. As Jeff
mentioned, there is a number of agenciesinvolved. And
again, since he mentioned a number of those, I'll just let
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included in the draft EIS. Any information we receive by
March 29th will be included in the draft.

MR. IVAN M. IVAN: The word scoping, could
you define what scoping means as far as --

MR. KUHLE: Scopingisjust aprocess of
trying to determine the extent of the -- identifying the
full extent of the project and providing information about
the project and, you know, asking questions from the
public, getting their input and what their issues and
concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EIS
process. It'sredly just atime period to disseminate
information and provide information about the project and
to seek any additional information that can be found and
could be used to evaluate the project.
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you take a quick look at this. And again, you can find a
much more comprehensive list on the project website.

Some of you may be familiar with the stepsin
preparing an EIS. The diagram on the right shows the six
major steps that we will be taking from now through
November 2015. The first step in the process was the
Notice of Intent that was published in the Federa
Register on December 14th. And that began the scoping
process, which iswhere we are at right now, and this
meeting is part of that. We are having meetings,
providing information about the project, explaining the
EIS process. And we are also asking for your comments and
any information you may have.

The information that we gather in the scoping
meetings, along with the information provided with
Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS
determines are necessary, al that information will be
used to produce the draft EIS, which is expected to be
completed about August 2014. And the dates we are
providing here are estimates. They could dlip, but that's
our projection at this point.

Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have a
public review period again in which we will have another
round of meetings similar to the scoping meetings that we
are having now. We will also have the information on the
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Y ou are welcome to ask questions, but if you do,
we would ask that you provide your name at the beginning
of your question or your statement so that our court
recorder can have arecord of it. Yes.

MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Do you have
scholarship programs for our young generation?

MR. KUHLE: I'm representing the Corps of
Engineerstoday, so I'm not the -- | don't have
information on that, no. |1 mean, the Corps of Engineers
itself, | guess -- I'm not speaking in regard to the
Donlin Project, but it does have internships and other
processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could
go onto the Corp.'s website.

MR. VAN M. IVAN: lvan M. Ivan, Akiak
Native Community. | just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps
of Engineers, how it's set up. | don't know how big it
is, but which people from the Corps -- | know they do a
lot of other stuff, work. Which areas come out, titles,
like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps? Not
the -- not -- | mean, not -- people that go out to these
meetingsis yourself and others.

MR. KUHLE: | am aproject manager. We
have many project managers that are assigned to various
projects, and I'm the project manager for the Donlin Gold
Project EIS. And | work in the regulatory division. And
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1 theregulatory division isthe division that issues the 1 decisionintheEIS.
2 permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and 2 Thisisthe schedule for our scoping meetings.
3 section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. And that's how 3 Thefirst week we started with the villages nearest the
4 weareinvolved. 4 project, and then this week we are focusing on the lower
5 MR.IVAN M. IVAN: You have other people 5 Kuskokwim River. In February we will be traveling to the
6 that you could assign or work with? 6 Bering Sea coast and the lower Y ukon, and in March we will
7 MR. KUHLE: On this project? 7 be going to the middle Y ukon and the upper Kuskokwim.
8 MR.IVAN M. IVAN: Yes. 8 Thismap is alittle busy, but the color scheme
9 MR. KUHLE: There are other people that 9 represents the many subregions of the project area and
10 may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS 10 helpsto show how the scoping plan was developed. Asan
11 Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the EIS. 11 example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
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So they will be doing all the technical evaluation. And
they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we
will use the information they develop to prepare the
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villages nearest the proposed project. And in that
subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was
the closest community to the project and also in Aniak,
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These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to
help uswith. We would like to know what you would like
to see addressed in the EIS, and we would like to know if
you have any information that we can use in making a good
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15 Record of Decision for a permit. 15 whichisasubregional hub. So for the other subregions,
16 MR.IVAN M. IVAN: Thank you. 16 we will also have meetingsin the subregional hubs.
17 MR. BREL SFORD: Don, maybe it would help 17 | guessthat's kind of the end of the
18 to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the 18 explanation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that
19 bottom, you are going to make a recommendation, but you 19 we will be going through. So | guess we will pause here
20 arenot signing the Record of Decision. So who are the 20 toseeif thereisany other questions on the actual
21 decisionmakers up above your level? 21 process before we go into the project description.
22 MR. KUHLE: Right. The actual 22 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: How many permits have
23 decisionmaker for this project will be the District 23 you dready obtained?
24 Engineer, which is Colonel Lestochi, who | believe you 24 MR. KUHLE: How many permits?
25 said you had met. 25 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: How many permits have
Page 15 Page 17
1 MR.IVAN M. IVAN: Yes. 1 you aready obtained?
2 MR. KUHLE: In Anchorage he would be the 2 MR. KUHLE: I'm not aware that there are
3 decisionmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this 3 any permits other than for -- exploration activities, I'm
4 comesto thefinal EIS. District Engineer isthe person 4 sure, required a number of permits. There were permits
5 that will make the permit decision for the project. 5 from the Corps of Engineersfor drilling in wetlands
6 MR.IVAN M. IVAN: Thank you. 6 during the exploration.
7 MR. KUHLE: I think we finished this 7 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Do you have awebsite
8 dlide, so wewill move on. We talked about this alittle 8 that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there
9 hit, but the purpose of the scoping period isto provide 9 isscoping and getting permits. And isthere awebsite
10 information and listen to the residents in the affected 10 that we can go to to keep us informed?
11 region. We have broken thisinto four areas. Thefirst 11 MR. KUHLE: Yes. donlingoldeis.com.
12 isto provide information about the EIS milestones, which 12 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Donlin --
13 wediscussed in -- wejust got done looking at the 13 MR. KUHLE: donlingoldeis.com. It will be
14 previous slide explaining that. 14 onthelast slide that we show today, too, so if you
15 The next isto share information about the 15 wanted to write it down, or it will be on some of the
16 proposed project, and we will do thismore in the 16 information on the table that you can pick up on your way
17 presentation today. And information isalso available on 17 out. It will beon there.
18 the project website and in the newsletters that are being 18 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Isthere any
19 mailed out. The next two are to identify issues and 19 difficulty permit you are looking at that's really hard to
20 concernsto examinein the EIS and the section 106 process 20 obtain?
21 and to identify useful information from the communities. 21 MR. KUHLE: I'm not in the position to --

because we are just beginning the evaluation of the
project, we are still in the scoping phase. Aswe get
further on, | guess every permit from every agency has a
different process that it goes through, so | guess| can't
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1 really say that oneis more difficult to obtain than 1 project asit's been proposed by Donlin Gold. Donlin Gold
2 another. 2 isab0/50 partnership between two large international
3 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Do you have any really 3 mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold. The Donlin
4 big opposing fundamentalist groupsin Alaskathat are 4 Gold deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska
5 objecting to -- to the project? 5 Native corporations. Calista Corporation isthe
6 MR. KUHLE: I guesswe will know more 6 subsurface owner and Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface
7 about that when we finish the scoping phase. | guesswe 7 owner. It'savery large project. It's expected to
8 have had alarge number of concerns expressed so far, but 8 produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
9 | guess| can't say that thereis-- I'm not prepared to 9 mining life of 27 and a half years, and there will be --

10 say that thereis any particular organization opposed to 10 during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of

11 it 11 oreeach day.

12 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: All right. Thank you. 12 It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would

13 MR. BREL SFORD: So these are very helpful 13 belocated in aremote part of the state, stretching from

14 questions from our friends. Let me underscore one or two 14 Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK
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things about the EIS. Let's remember that Don leads the
Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by
Donlin, and this EISis going to take three years to reach
answers about the environmental protection and whether it
isadequate. That's our job over the next three years.

We are just starting.

And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the
scoping stage, we want to be sure none of the communities
would be surprised about this, that everybody understands
there are some permit applications. Donlin has gone to
the Army Corps and to the State of Alaskato ask for
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Delta

This areais home to some 66 communities that
could be affected by the project. For many communities
the project might affect lands and resources that are used
for subsistence and other livelihood activities. This
project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
with many permits and many agencies involved.

The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
the timeline from exploration through closure. Donlin has
worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
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permits, but until those permits are fully evaluated,
nothing happens. Thisisthe evaluation stage. Thisis
the EIS. It'sgoing to take awhile. It's going to take
three years at least, and we are just beginning that now
with the public conversation. Y ou guys are helping usto
know what issues are important in your eyes to be sure we
can address those in the EIS.
And then one more thing about public

involvement. Don had that diagram with circles, two gold
circles. Scoping right now where you help set the agenda
for the EIS, that's the first really important step for
the public. But then there was another gold circle.
Moxie and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on
the draft EIS alittle bit over ayear to prepare that
technical document, but then we come back to all of the
communities and ask you to look at it, also. Look at it
carefully and make sure we didn't miss something, that
what we say is understandable, it seems clear and
thorough, that the evaluation is complete. So the public
meetings on the draft EIS would be another really
important opportunity for the communitiesto help us get
this evaluation right.

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
move on?

We will move now to a summary of the mining
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We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the
first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.
And at the conclusion of the EI'S process, the agencies
will decideto issue or to deny the permits. If the
permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and
reclamation. Thisincludes decommissioning the mill
facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.
The land would be recontoured and native vegetation would
be planted.

Okay. We will go now to the major components of
the project, starting with the pipeline and the power
plant. The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports
like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System. It will be cold
and will not generate heat. Where it crosses major
rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the
riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
shown in the center photo at the top of the slide. This
technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
three forks of the George River, aswell as several other
Crossings.
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1 The image of the block valve on theright side 1 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Yeah.
2 shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off, 2 MR. KUHLE: | don't believe so.
3 soit would not block access to subsistence use areas. 3 MR. BREL SFORD: It'sten miles --
4 Theright-of-way would be brushed every ten yearsto 4 MR. KUHLE: Yes. It'sten milesnorth of
5 provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance by 5 Crooked Creek, soit's --
6 Donlin Gold. The construction process would not create a 6 Thisisan overview of the major transportation
7 road along the right-of-way. The design would allow 7 infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
8 access, but after construction there will be no improved 8 facilitiesin Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
9 accessfor vehicles and no bridges at water crossings. 9 theriver barges. And then after the barges went up the
10 This dide shows that the pipeline would start 10 river, there would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk for
11 at Belugaon the west side of Cook Inlet. It would cross 11 off-loading the fuel and the cargo. From there, there
12 the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the 12 would be a 30-mile road, a new road to the mine site. And
13 foothills of the Alaska Range and into the Kuskokwim River |13 also near the mine site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.
14 Valley and then continue west to the mine site near 14 And also near the mine site would be a new
15 Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent 15 40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.
16 State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native 16 The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
17 corporation lands. 17 extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
18 Note the blue segment in the middle of the slide 18 1,500 feet back, for atotal of 26 acres. The Donlin Gold
19 there. That's an aternate pipeline corridor that would 19 Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim
20 avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range. 1t would 20 River to transport supplies and diesel fuel. The fuel
21 separate from the originally proposed route at milepost 21 bargeswould be double-hulled, and the navigation season
22 105 and rejoin the primary alignment at milepost 150. 22 would average 110 days per year with about three barge
23 Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this 23 tows passing per day, meaning that if you were standing
24 dternativeis under consideration, and it will be 24 anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to
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examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
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see three barges per day. It could be two up and one down
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summer.

This dlide shows the project components at the
mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.

Number one is the open pit that would eventually cover
1,400 acres. And it will be 2.2 mileslong, one mile wide
and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a
half years of mining.

The tailings impoundment, which istechnically
referred to as awaste treatment facility, which is number
two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
sgquare miles. Thetailings refer to the powder-like
material that is left after the gold has been removed from
the mill. Number threeis awaste rock facility which
would cover about 2,300 acres. And the waste rock isthe
rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore. These
major facilities support the mill and could process 59,000
tons of ore per day.

MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Which way isDonlin --
Crooked Creek on that, do you know?

MR. KUHLE: It'srunning down this way
[indicating], | believe.

MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Okay. Now, would we
be able to seerthis, like, after -- would we be able to
seeit from theriver? No?

MR. KUHLE: From the Kuskokwim River?
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or one up and two down, but it would be on average three
barge tows per day. And each tow would be pushing four
barges.

There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per
season and 58 fuel barge tows per season. The cargo
barges would carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would
carry 173,000 gallons each. And the shipping season, the
barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would
be pretty much the same both during construction and
during the operations of the project.

MR.LEONARD MAKAR [ph]: | havea
question. Have you done an aeria study whether or not if
the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel
and what have you is erosion free? | mean, some areas
wherein -- because | do know the Kuskokwim region has
erosion problems. Isthis areawhere you are making this
impact, would it be safe for it to be built without
erosion in the future to be a danger?

MR. KUHLE: That's one of the purposes of
our EIS processisto evaluate that. We will look at the
proposed project, and there will be studies done. And you
know, we will take the information, the studies that, you
know, Donlin Gold may have done aready, and if others are
necessary we will do those, and all of that information
will be used to prepare the draft EIS.
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1 MR. BREL SFORD: Can | ask your name for 1 of the Kuskokwim, it varies yearly. Sometimesit'slow.
2 the court reporter? 2 And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, like
3 MR.LEONARD MAKAR: My nameisLeonard. | 3 below Kaskag, | have seen a barge that was stuck up there
4 I'm with Kwethluk Real Estate. 4 and they -- they had to use -- | forget what kind
5 MR. BREL SFORD: So Leonard's question 5 of equipment they had in the front of the barges, and |
6 helps us remember that Donlin has proposed some 6 was afraid they were hitting the river bottom to keep them
7 engineering design, and they have done some studies about 7 wherethey were going. | think those need to be
8 ice passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwim River, and 8 identified in the EIS process.
9 they believe thisisasafe place. But the purpose of the 9 And because we depend on the fish, | think
10 EISisto evaluate, tolook again at the engineering 10 that'savery -- you know, that's one of the main concerns
11 design, at the hydrology in theriver, ice events, and to 11 that | have isthe traffic that's going to be as aresult

NNNNNNRERR R R BB
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWN

confirm that the design would be safe and would avoid any
damage, any risk of fuel loss from the storage area.

MS. PANQALQALRIA IVAN: Last fal there
was a barge around Kwethluk area that went in the water.
Will your barges be newly bought or will they be
secondhand?

MR. KUHLE: Will the barges be new or
secondhand? Y ou know, that's -- the barges, I'm sure,
will be up to Coast Guard standards. Y ou know, we will
make sure that thereis, you know, adequate safety plans
that have been identified, but | -- you know, | don't know
that new or used barges -- you know, that's not something
we look at. Wewill look to make sure that there is plans
in place for assuring safe operations.
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of thisproject. And we -- and the fish that we gather,
we have people that fish at various parts of the day or
night or whatever [inaudible].

MR. KUHLE: Wewill have those commentsin
the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in
the draft EIS. Thank you.

MR. BREL SFORD: I think there is another
question over here, Don. |sthere another question? No.

MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.: My nameis David
Gilila, Sr. Thefirst questionisin referenceto the
natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to
the Donlin there. Some years ago, two or three years ago,
the State subsidized that areain reference to the natural
gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of
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MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND: GloriaCleveland,
member of Akiak Native Community. Will the pipeline be
monitored?

MR. KUHLE: The pipeline, yes, I'm sureiit
will be monitored. They have -- trying to think of the --
stations every 20 miles.

MR. BREL SFORD: It has pressure monitoring
and then valves every 20 miles.

MR. KUHLE: And they will have apigging
station which will run through the pipe to, you know,
check to make sureit'sin good condition. I'm not sure
of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating
agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration, and they will be responsible for ensuring
the safety of the pipeline.

MR. SAM GEORGE: Sam George, Akiak
Community Council. On the barges, there isthe question
of the ownership of the barges that will be used for
transporting the cargo. | think it's very important to
note that they should have, like, the one that -- that
sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old
barge. And | think you guys should make a note that
whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly
new barges.

And the other concern isthe -- the water levels
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the meetings, there was an individual that reported there
was a depletion of the natural gasin that area. My
question would be: How -- in the event that thereisn't
enough natural gasto divert over to the Donlin Creek --
if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching
that line when -- when it might not be used for the length
of that mine? That's my first question there.

The next oneisin referenceto air quality and
diesel emission. | know there is going to be one plant.
I know thereis going to be multiple burning and
[indecipherable]. How much of that -- | don't know if
there was any done in reference to the mines down in the
Lower 48 that are operating now in referenceto air
quality. You know, anything that comes out of the chimney
goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other
areas away from the mining project. It can reach all the
way down to the coast. It depends on how strong the wind
is.

In reference to that, at one point in time
the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in
Russia, and as aresult of that, there was acid rain that
dropped up into the Arctic area. In reference to that, my
question is going to be how -- how much of that emissions
coming out of that -- them chimneys, what the amount would
bein reference to chemicals that is detrimental to the
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1 environment outside of the proposed mine area? 1 where maybe we could understand. And you are talking
2 The other oneis right now the barges that come 2 about mine dewatering. What exactly -- so you will be
3 uptheriver are deteriorating private lands with the 3 covering what -- these three in reference to water, then,
4 route of the barges. | know thereisthreethat | can 4 huh?
5 identify. Oneisabove Kwethluk. When they turn, they 5 MR. KUHLE: Wewill just briefly explain
6 literally -- | don't know what the word would be, but they 6 what -- some of the issues we anticipate. It's good --
7 touch the bank when they are turning, and those props, 7 these are al questions that are good to bring up to make
8 they raise alot of turbulence behind them. And asa 8 surethey are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your
9 result, thereis an erosion problem above Kwethluk, which 9 comments on the barges and the erosion. And you are
10 isprivateland. That would be another question. If -- 10 mentioning some very specific information there, and
11 looking at the estimated transportation of them barges, | 11 that'sthe type of thing that we are here to gather today.
12 know it is going to speed up the process of erosionin 12 So you know, your comments that you have made so
13 that area. 13 far have been recorded, but if you have any more specific
14 Another oneisjust above it where that bends, 14 information like that, you know, | would encourage you --
15 what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to 15 you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead
16 the Kuskokwim, even there the barges are doing the same 16 and submit that either through one of our questionnaires
17 thing and creating alittle island between the main 17 or through the website. Y ou can either e-mail it or mail
18 Kuskokwim that goes over to the right side of theriver 18 ittous, or you can call me. I'll have my phone number
19 that goes out to the main river that goes over towards 19 on here, and | can help you get that information to us.
20 Akiachak. That areais-- if -- if I'm not mistaken, 20 But those are the types of things that we are
21 maybe ten years from now, maybe not -- might not happen -- |21 looking for is the specific information. 'Y ou know, you
22 that areawon't be navigable as far as the barges are 22 mentioned the pipeling, air emissions and the surface
23 concerned. You might be able to take a skiff through 23 water diversion. A lot of that information is aready
24 there, through the bank of that river there. 24 available on the website. Thereiswhat is -- you know,
25 So in reference to the mineitself, thereisa 25 asURS goes through, you know, they are looking at the
Page 31 Page 33
1 mention here in reference to surface water diverting. My 1 information and the studies that Donlin has aready done,
2 question in reference to that: How are they diverting 2 and they will determine what additional work or studies or
3 theselittle creeks here? Arethey creating natural -- 3 information is necessary. And as part of the EIS process,
4 not natura -- manmade dams on the headwaters of these 4 they will gather that information and it will go into the
5 creeks? And in reference to the Crooked Creek areathat 5 draft EISwhich -- you know, again in August 2014 is when
6 goesover to -- goes to the mine there, and thereis 6 we expect that to be completed.
7 tributariesthat are going out through that main creek 7 So it's good that you get your questions and
8 there, are they damning those? And the same question, are 8 concerns to us now because anything you mention today in
9 they creating manmade ponds? 9 the scoping meeting or submit to us before March 29th will
10 Groundwater consumption, what kind of 10 beaddressed inthe EIS. So as| said in advance, you
11 groundwater are they talking about? Are they talking 11 have asked a number of questions here. | think alot of
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about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to
useit, or what? What kind of consumption? Isit for
human consumption?

MR. KUHLE: I guesswewill talk alittle
bit about that later on. If you are wanting me -- you
want meto -- | guess| could try to answer some of your
questions now, but the list is getting kind of long. Are
you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a
response at this point?

MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.: Thesearethe
questions that | am asking. Hopefully anybody that is
with the scoping group here would be able to answer.
Other than that, maybe on the second round, maybe somebody
would be able to send us these questions to the point
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that information, you know, has been -- you know, there

has been work and studies done in those regards aready,

and there is additional work that will be done. So you

know, | just kind of wanted to make that point. If you

have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we
will go on here. We have -- in fact, after the next dlide

I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any other
questions. Maybe we will do that.

MS. FORDHAM: And Don -- David, you
mentioned a very specific slough, and | don't know if Mary
captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want
to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the
analysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get
that name correct.

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(8) Pages 30 - 33





Donlin Gold Mine EI'S Scoping M eeting

Akiak January 31, 2013
Page 34 Page 36
1 MR. KURT FARN: Kurt Farn, Akiak. Even if 1 expect to review.
2 the pipéline of natural gas goes through, you are still 2 If thereis no questions -- yes.
3 going to need that much fuel to run that operation? 3 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Areyou
4 MR. KUHLE: Thefuel is mostly for diesel 4 starting the comment period now or taking testimonies
5 fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the large 5 right now?
6 shovelsand trucks that will haul the -- you know, the 6 MR. KUHLE: No. Wewill do that -- |
7 rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mill 7 mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with
8 and the waste rock and just moving all the material 8 thedlides.
9 around. That's-- thereislots of equipment that, you 9 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Thank you.
10 know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they -- 10 MR. KUHLE: Okay. Wewill move on now to
11 you know, natural gas, | believe, is more economical, so 11 severd dlides of examples of issues and concerns that we
12 they'll usethat as much asthey can. 12 expect to evaluate. Asl said earlier, the purpose of the
13 MR. BREL SFORD: So the natural gasis used 13 scoping meetings isto identify issues and concerns. And
14 to run the electrical generator, and much of the 14 one major area of concern iswater resources. The project
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machinery, especially in the mill, isrun by electricity.
So that's what that big natural gas generator isfor. But
the mobile trucks, the big equipment, still runs on
diesel. So both energy sources are needed for the
operation of the mine.

MR. KURT FARN: That'squite abit. If
the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard
to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.
Y ou would be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go
through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be
able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

is designed to have no discharge of mine-contacted water
away from the mine site, but there can still be concerns,
and some examples are noted on this slide.

Streams and other surface waters would be
diverted away from and around the mining activitiesin
order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.
Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
streams. Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
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that plant runs off gas.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you for your
comment.

MS. FORDHAM: The comment about
alternatives --

MR. KUHLE: Yes, that'sgood. We will be
evaluating the various aternatives, you know, the
pipeline as part of -- | guess we haven't identified all
the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel will be
evaluated in the various aternatives.

Okay. This slide shows the construction camp,
which would have 2,500 beds during the construction
period, and it would support a construction workforce of
up to 3,000 jobs. And thisincludes some smaller remote
camps for pipeline construction. The permanent camp would
have 600 beds and support aworkforce of up to 1,400
employees working shifts, meaning that only about half of
the total workforce would be on site at any given time.

So we were planning at this point to pause and
seeif there were -- needed to be any clarifications from
Moxie or Vernon regarding the trandation. Do we need to
do that? | think everybody seems to understand pretty
well. So we will move on. And I'll have one more chance
for questions on the parts of the project or the project
itself before we move on to some of the issues that we
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NNMNNRNNNRRRRRRRRRR
O DN WNROOOWNO®ONWNEPRO

Page 37

could generate acid or leach minerals, and therefore waste
rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine
site.

Air quality isaso important, and this slide
shows some examples of issues. There would be several
sources of emissions, including alarge number of large
mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
create by removing and processing the overburden waste
rock and the ore.

Climate change is a growing concern and would
need to be considered because large amounts of
hydrocarbons will be burned during mining. Mercury will
be looked at in several areas. Naturally occurring
mercury or fugitive mercury could be released by exposing
it during mining. Mercury stack emissions could occur
during the milling process, and any mercury co-product
would require careful storage and transport. Also, given
the large amounts of fuel and hazardous materials
involved, safe operating procedures and good response
planswill be crucial to preventing spills.

Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
subsistence, and fish and land uses. The proposed project
would affect atotal of 16,300 acres. Of this,
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1 approximately 10,000 acres would be at the mine site and 1 looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed
2 therelated infrastructure. 6,000 acres would be along 2 inthe EIS. Wewant to identify potential impacts and
3 the proposed pipeline. These areas would be impacted by 3 effects on resources. We would like to hear any ideas you
4 excavating, filling, vegetation removal or other 4 may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out
5 disturbances. 6,900 acres of the total 16,000 would be 5 about any important information available in your
6 wetlands. 6 community. And if you do have any written comments --
7 There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or 7 I'll openit up for testimony here and any other questions
8 reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and 8 you may have.
9 there would also be a direct disturbance of individual 9 If you do have any written comments, we ask that
10 animalsinthe area. 10 you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make
11 Barge traffic we have talked about aready. 11 surethat they are fully recorded.
12 Therewould be a substantial increasein traffic. And 12 MR. GEORGE GUY: Can| start off? Because
13 subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by 13 wehave aplaneto catch. My nameis George Guy. |I'mthe
14 theloss of land to development. 14 business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated. But | have
15 Here are some more examples of issues and 15 written testimony to make on the proposed mine. And | do
16 concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 16 thank you, Mr. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comment
17 cultura resources, and recreation. Community life 17 on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environmental impact
18 during -- during construction there would be a huge new 18 statement.
19 workforce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400 19 For the record, my name is George Guy. I'mthe
20 permanent employees, so thiswould bring new employment |20 business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated. 1'm also on
21 andincome, but it would also have many effects on 21 theboard of directors of Calista Corporation, of which |
22 community life and human health. And cultural resources, 22 must remain neutral on this project. But today I'm
23 both historical and archeological sites, that exist in the 23 speaking on behalf of Kwethluk, Incorporated. Like many
24 areamight be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and 24 other villagesin the AVCP, Calista, Y ukon-Kuskokwim

N
ol

traditional and cultural properties could aso be

25

Region, we are mainly Y up'ik Eskimo language speaking

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 39

affected. And recreation and visual resources, including
the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by
new structures and mining operations.

So to conclude, we know that this proposed
project and land and resources are important to you, and
we would like to emphasize that there are several waysto
get involved in the EIS. And you are already doing the
most important thing by being here and participatingin a
scoping meeting. Y ou can find additional information on
the project on the donlingoldeis.com website, and you can
also submit a comment form there. Y ou can contact me
directly if you have any concerns. That's my direct phone
line, (907) 753-2780. And my e-mail addressisthere, as
well.

For tribal matters, you can contact Amanda
Shearer. She'sthe Corps of Engineerstribal liaison, and
that's her direct phone number and her e-mail address.
Tribal governments also, in addition to participating in
the EIS process, can participate in
government-to-government consultation. 1f you would like
to do that, you can contact either Amanda or myself.
Amandais, as| said, our tribal liaison.

So we would like to hear your questions and
comments. And we put up here some ideas to show you the
type of scoping comments that we are looking for. We are
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Alaskaresidents and basically live a subsistence,

fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for
cash scarce area. Commercial fisheries and other seasonal
or odd jobs supplement this lifestyle. Salmon isour main
staple food, a renewable resource.

In behalf of the shareholders of Kwethluk,
Incorporated and the residents, | would like to comment on
the proposed Donlin Gold Project. Based on our
historically traditional and customary subsistence,
hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and
primarily on the barge traffic. AsMr. David Gilila
indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our
lands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwim River.

Basically when the Kuskokwim River is full of
salmon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short
span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our
renewable resources, the salmon might be affected by the
barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets
that we utilize to harvest salmon. And that will impact
our people, our salmon, and our eroding lands through the
barge traffic community from the mouth of the Kuskokwim
River al the way up to the proposed mine site. It takes
alot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our
renewable resources to implement our needs.

Some of the potential damages that might occur,
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1 barges might collide with boats, nets. And as howadays we 1 And in turn, our concern was the impact on
2 are under combat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the 2 health because the status of our Native hedlth is-- you
3 codes and regulations that we have to abide by, and there 3 know, we have highest rates of cancer deaths and we have
4 islimited openings and closures of fishing of all the 4 highest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates
5 salmon species migrating up and down the Kuskokwim River. | 5 of health-related deaths. And our health statusis very,
6 Salmon fish, jacks and mature salmon and the erosion of 6 very chalenging right now. And I think with the impact
7 theriver banks by the barges. Make sure that the 7 daso on housing was a concern, as well, because alot of
8 proposed project is done in an environmentally sound and 8 our people don't have enough housing. And with the influx
9 safeway. 9 of people, then housing, need for housing will also impact
10 And in closing, on behalf of the shareholders of 10 us. So coupled with the increase of people here, an
11 Kwethluk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, | 11 increase of possible sexually transmitted diseases,

[N
N

thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this

12

alcohol, drugs that are being brought in from the outside
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thought for a gold mine up in Crooked Creek, you know, we
were very concerned about the river and the impacts that

it may have on our people and the Kuskokwim River,
although the economic opportunities, the jobs, and we
understand that. And when we raise concerns, it -- we
were thought of being against a gold mine, and we were
not. We were concerned about the mercury emissions,
mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring
because mercury isthe one that -- that is prevalent up in
the rocks and hills. And when you disturb the land, then

it happens. But that was our concern, that it may affect

our salmon. We depend on salmon for our subsistence way
of life,
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13 project that will have along-term effect if it becomesa 13 when thereis cash influx and when people have influx of
14 redlity. Thank you. 14 economic development. Those things that we see were very
15 MR. KUHLE: Thank you for your comments. 15 concerning to us.
16 MR. BREL SFORD: We asked folksto signif 16 We want to protect our languages, our cultures
17 they wanted to testify. So maybe we will go to thelist, 17 here because -- because of the impact for 30 years, it's
18 but | think thiswas agood point. If anybody hasto 18 going to have the biggest impact in the history of our
19 leave early, maybe we want to make room for them to go 19 region. You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak,
20 early. Mike, you are signed up first on the list, but 20 NYAC mine, and we had -- the government had brought in
21 let'sbe sureif anybody else has a plane soon, that they 21 laplanders across there in Akiak, but we seemed to have
22 have an opportunity to speak before we wrap up. 22 protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and
23 MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS: | haveto catchmy |23 strong; but nevertheless, we were impacted by diseases
24 dog team. 24 that were brought in from the outside, and there were
25 MR. BREL SFORD: If anybody has a dog team 25 great deaths. Y ou know, there was massive deaths. And
Page 43 Page 45
1 to catch before they haveto go. So Mike Williams will be 1 there was a hospital here, and alot of people came from
2 thefirst person. So let's hear your comments. 2 all over theregion to be treated here. But alot of them
3 MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS: Hello. My nameis | 3 died and we buried them here. They couldn't have no --
4 Michael Williams. | am one of the members of the Akiak 4 they didn't have the capacity to go back.
5 Native Community IRA Council for alongtimeand also a 5 But in terms of human health, we have to make
6 subsistence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog musher here 6 surethat we do an assessment on health impacts or health
7 in Akiak for along time, ever since | can remember. You 7 status of the community, acohol, physical health,
8 know, after | went to boarding school, along with Moxie 8 emotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we
9 here -- or Moxie is older than me, so he graduated earlier 9 have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an
10 than me from the same school in Oregon. 10 impact in diminishing the status of our health, but to
11 But anyway, | wanted to make comments on the 11 increase the status, health status of our people
12 Donlin Gold Project. Y ou know, ever since there was a 12 physicaly, emotionally, mentally, et cetera. So | just

wanted to make sure that health impact assessments are
done and in away that we will increase human health
instead of decreasing impacts on human health.

Again, our subsistence way of life must be
protected. Our salmon must be protected, making sure that
we continue our way of life. | know the salmon are being
impacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to
maintain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our
livelihood, despite, you know, if mining goes, then do
everything we can to protect our water resource. We
depend on water and clean water, and without that water,
we are dead.

But | think those are, in my mind, the impacts
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1 on health, impacts on our subsistence resources, and the 1 MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
2 issueof the erosion. If we could have -- you know, our 2 MR. BREL SFORD: Next would be Nick Ayapau.
3 erosion in Akiak was impacted this past spring by -- this 3 MR. NICK AYAPAU: My nameis Nick Ayapau.
4 past summer by high winds and storms, and we lost about 4 1I'm from Kwethluk. And | have two comments, | guess. One
5 200 feet already. And the Army Corps of Engineers 5 isregarding the erosion, which most of us talked about,
6 projections were exceeded this past summer. So we |ost 6 but | guess| have aquestion. In aerial photos that we
7 about 200 feet of land for erosion. And with that 7 can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how
8 increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger 8 the damage that it had from the barges going up and down
9 impact on our community. So | think erosion protection on 9 without, you know, the proposed three, | think it will add

10 our villages would be helpful. With two and a half, three 10 more. And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has

11 bargesaday increased, it's going to have a major impact. 11 been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while

12 And | agree with David Gililawho made that earlier 12 | have been watchingit. Andit'slike-- | have afish

13 statement on some of the impacts that he identified. 13 camp near where that is, and when we go out to the river,

14 But again, | think if Donlin Creek isgoing to 14 we can see an opening now of where that erosion is-- and

15 bedeveloped, the tribal governments must be on the table. 15 | know that if that part opens up more, it's going to

16 Our ways must be protected, and our ways of life must be 16 affect Kwethluk.

17 protected instead of damaged. And | think it can be 17 And right now -- last year Kwethluk residents,

18 developed in away that all the protections can be there. 18 Kwethluk IRA Council had moved four houses to relocate

19 But those are my comments. And | will make 19 them. And | think if we -- if the barges go up and down

20 written comments on your website, whichever. But | just 20 that way, | think that's going to be -- and | was

21 wanted to make those -- point those potential impacts to 21 wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to

22 our communities. And hopefully that our people, our young |22 relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or --

23 peoplewill be-- if it isdeveloped, if themineis 23 you know, it'sjust a question.

24 developed, that the job opportunities are realized by our 24 But that's our concern right there. We have --

25 young people with -- you know, with training and 25 thereason that I'm requesting aerial photosis that when
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educational opportunities that go along withit. But

we -- but we -- we must be prepared post the mining life,

and we need to continue to the future surviving as Y up'ik
people that we have survived over thousands of years here.
And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC mine
and other economic opportunities here, and we need to keep
that in kind. Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR. BREL SFORD: David Gililais next on
thelist. | don't know if there are additional comments,
if David isstill with us. Catherine Williams. Nikolai
Alexie.

MR. NIKOLAI ALEXIE: Thank you. My name
isNikolai Alexie. I'm from Kwethluk. | just have mostly
questions. So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed
to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection
of rainwater, the amount of water used daily, and the
recycled water after it's unusable? In some years, the
natural rainwater cycleis collected, and it fluctuates.

We have dry years and wet years.
If after the completion of the mine, how will
the tailings pond be able to store if and when thereis
too much precipitation in one year? All that overflowing
water, where do you think it's going? It will go -- it
has to go somewhere. So that's my question. Quyana.
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it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it
hasto go through. And that horseshoeis getting -- you
know, shrinking. If it goesthrough that little land, you
know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and | think Kwethluk
hasto relocate. And that's -- that's our -- that's our
concern. And we have been watching that, monitoring that
area.

And another thing, my comment was the
response -- the response time of when -- if abarge -- if
abarge, you know, leaks or whatever, because like a
fellow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, last year Faulkner
and Walsh, alittle barge, and it had -- something
happened when it was -- | guessit was a storm, and then
it went down, equipment and some stuff in that little
barge. And the response -- | don't know how that response
went. | know the City of Kwethluk and IRA Council had
called somebody from Bethel to do something about that.
And up to this date we don't have no report on what they
did.

Isthat going to be the same thing if the
barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens
and it's going to affect our fish? And we have awatering
point at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down,
and | think -- and equipment went down and something --
the barge itself and the equipment went down. | don't
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1 know what they did after that happened, but our water -- 1 tableindl of this.
2 our watering point is near that area. | mean, and they -- 2 The ideawas not to stop the process, but to
3 people have been reporting when they go get water they see 3 have an input into the system to protect life and -- life
4 oil and diesel, and probably metal leaching, too. And 4 and natural resources on thisriver system and that this
5 that's what maybe Health and Socia Services can look into 5 projectisnot small. AndI'dliketo -- | hear
6 inthat area. 6 information on the size. | understand that projections
7 So my question was, | wonder how the response 7 are 30 yearsin operation. Am | correct? The estimated
8 would be if something happens up, you know, where the -- 8 gold ounces, what are they now?
9 the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever 9 MS. BLANCHARD: A million ouncesayear, |
10 happens and then stuff came down and, you know -- 10 believe.
11 MR. KUHLE: Wdll, | guessto try to answer 11 MR. IVAN M. IVAN: A million ounces ayear
12 your question, | guess, again, we are here for scoping to 12 versus whatever the value today is.
13 gather comments and information. And your comments about |13 MS. BLANCHARD: $1,500 an ounce, | think.
14 the erosion and the specific information about erosion is 14 MR. KUHLE: I don't know what the --
15 helpful for the studies that will be done to look at the 15 MR. IVAN M. IVAN: I'mtrying to get to
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impacts that al this barge traffic will have on the
river.

Asfar asthe barge that sunk, we have heard
about that before, and | don't know what the problem was
with the response on that. But I'm sureit will be
considered as, you know, plans are, you know, devel oped
for, you know, dealing or how -- aswe look at how all
this barge traffic would be addressed. And if there were
to be an accident, there would need to be aplan in place
to deal with that.
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the point of what the impact of that dollar would do to

our communities, the human factor and, of course, the
natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection. And

if you would consider consultation ongoing as you are
doing now, in my opinion, consult with the tribes as much
as you can, allow them the opportunity to input in your
system into the environmental impact. We were not able to
at that time get a resolution passed through the regional
association when we asked for the tribes to be on the

table as the rest of them so that we can be represented.
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But again, you know, that's all helpful

information. And, you know, we will -- you know, you have
made your comments. It's, you know, on the record. We
will take alook at it. You will be ableto look at the
draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed. And
again, if you have any, you know, more specific
information like that, we would liketo hear it. You
know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when
you are talking about a certain slough and what's
happening over the last ten years so that can be
considered. So thank you.

MR. BREL SFORD: The next speaker would be
George Guy. Additional comments? Then lvan M. lvan,
please.

MR.IVAN M. IVAN: My nameislvan M.
Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and IRA Council from
the Akiak community. | just want to recap. My comments
are not directed at any one individual, but public
authority within our government system. Looking back to a
couple of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP,
we tried to submit aresolution that didn't pass because
the executive direction of the regional corporation, |
believe it was, was against it, and | could not muster
enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mike made a
comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRRRRRRRRRR
O DN WNROOOWNO®ONWNEPRO

Page 53

And we are going to do the best we can in this process to
put as much recommendations or information, pro or con,
into -- to let you know.

One of the concerns that we have, and | hope --
and it was aluded to by Mr. Williams -- we serve on the
same council herein Akiak -- is the human impact that,

-- especially the -- when you have this dollar, alot of
dollar around, what usually comes with it is alcohol and
possibly drugs, and that's potential. That's what we are
talking about. If the U.S. Department of Justice or
someone could be ready to provide support to local
enforcement -- community enforcement to help them cope
with this on the way, that should be considered in our --
in our opinion.

It's such abig project, it's going to have a
pretty heavy human impact. The biggest concern that we
have, protect the salmon, mainly the fish and the wildlife
on theland. That dollar value of fish and wildlife, |
couldn't put adollar amount. For thousands of years that
kept usaive. Wewould like to see it another thousand
years ahead of usto continue. Please put in as much
protection as possible in al these plans as best as you
can. It's-- | can't fathom the amount of impact it will
have on us. It's not going to be small.

The biggest concern our people haveis please
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1 ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maximum 1 And we would look forward to having people learn more and
2 amount -- maximum possible and the human impact it would 2 more about it.
3 have on small communities. 3 So then the next person to speak was Demian
4 That's basically my comments. And my question 4 Sigler. And | know Demian spoke earlier, but we welcome
5 is: Asyou said, thisisyour first time here. Arewe -- 5 more.
6 can we expect other sessions like thisin the future so we 6 MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Demian Sigler from
7 could be sure what comments we make would be considered? | 7 Akiak. | wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going
8 MR. KUHLE: To answer your question, we 8 toopen. Seemslike thisisthefirst operation of
9 will be back after the draft EI'S has been prepared, which 9 hopefully not many. Because I've seen that greed of, you
10 isexpected to be August 2014. We will have another round |10 know, not just Donlin. Like United States, they -- they
11 of public meetings. And the draft EISwill also address 11 hunger minerals, all kinds of minerals. Isthisgoingto
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all the comments that are made. So that would be away to
see how your comments have been addressed. And also you
mentioned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tribal
consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or myself
and, you know, express your concerns. Or you can contact

12
13
14
15
16

open the doors for other companiesto start saying Alaska
has alot of resources? And are you, like, going to be
the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in

our rooms saying that we will support you, but we are
going to take away from the land? Isthe greed going to
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Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: So let me mention again
that there is the comment sheets at the back to provide
comments, any kind of written commentsif you would like.
And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.
These are self-mailing. Y ou fold them over, put a stamp
and there they go. But it also has the website for the
Donlin Gold EIS Project. So alot of information.

Somebody asked about the water balance plan, and
that plan is actually on the website. It's the proposed
engineering for water balance, but if you would like to
look into it in more detail on some of these things, this
website would have additional background information. So
the comment forms could help you find the website address.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

17 usfor other -- anytime you want you can contact us for 17 stop someplace of wanting to take, take, take? And should
18 government-to-government consultation. So | encourageyou |18 we stop this process before we are over our heads and we
19 todothat. And again, through March 29th is the scoping 19 can't stopit? Because | hear alot of concerns about our
20 period. Sofed freeto call meor Amanda. We will be 20 habitat. | also have that feeling of economic greed, that
21 gladtodiscussit. If youwould like to have a 21 weshould strip Alaska of al its resources and wondering
22 teleconference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in 22 how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin
23 and seeus. 23 Creek gets accepted. Thank you.
24 MR.IVAN M. IVAN: One other question that 24 MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
25 | haveis: TheIndian Health Service that provides health 25 MR. BREL SFORD: So Brenda Lamont perhaps
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1 serviceto Native communities like us hereis, | believe, 1 wanted to testify. Thereisacheck inthe box. Brenda?
2 contracted by Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, if 2 And | think we want to make sure anybody else who has
3 I'm not mistaken; that they also be invited to make 3 comments would be welcome to provide those comments. |
4 commentsin the health issues for our people. That'sall. 4 believe Sam George is ready to offer some additional
5 It'sjust to be careful along the way as best as humanly 5 comments.
6 possible. 6 MR. SAM GEORGE: Yeah, | want to -- | was
7 MR. KUHLE: All right. Thank you. 7 hoping the rest of the crew would come down. | don't know
8 MR.IVAN M. IVAN: That'sal | have. If 8 what happened to them. But | want to comment on the --
9 you have questions, I'll try and answer them. 9 first | want to thank the Akiak Native Community for
10 MR. KUHLE: I would be glad to speak with 10 hosting the -- the meeting here. And | want to welcome
11 you. | don't have any specific questions right now. 11 the Army Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew

here to this scoping meeting.

Ever since the Donlin Creek issue came about,
you know, one of the major concernsthat | haveisthe --
the barge traffic. And as| stated earlier, you know, the
water level is aways different each year. And some years
we have avery low water level. And like| stated
earlier, I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they
are using backhoes to pull themselves up. And those
issues need to be addressed by the EIS process.

And the other concern that | had was the use of
explosives, you know, the use of dynamite, if they can use
those kind of devicesto -- to break up the rock cores.
When they start the extraction process, I'm sure they are
going to use alot of explosives during that process. And
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1 | think that needs to be addressed. 1 heard about this from Calista, but | don't know if it's
2 The other areais the snow level that we have 2 really aconcrete proposal to set aside an account to do
3 each year, and the process that -- you know, when the 3 environmental restoration which would be controlled by the
4 melting process goes through, we have alot of water that, 4 tribes, the State, the federal government to restore
5 you know, overflows. And that needs to be addressed by 5 habitat, likeif -- if thereis -- if thereis a disaster
6 thisprocess. And | know when you had the presentation, | 6 caused by the mine, | think this fund would be to restore
7 think my -- the process was like 59,000 tons a day for 7 fisheries, wetlands. You can do alot of thingsto, you
8 processing. 8 know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat,
9 And the other concern, | know when | went 9 fisheries habitat, those sort of things. And | think --
10 through the comment by our council president, he was 10 and | know someone mentioned that if there would be a fund
11 talking about the fault lines. And thisisthe fault line 11 established --
12 that goes from -- that coversthat area as far aslike 12 I know looking over the website, in four years
13 earthquakes are concerned. | think those need to be 13 they are going to extract, like, 1.5 million ounces of
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addressed by the process.

The other is wetland restoration. | know
sometime ago, Mary from Donlin Creek mentioned that --
that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or minerals
have to set aside monies for wetlands restoration. And |
think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.
And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our
wetlandsto their natural states, | think that should be
addressed, aso.

And one other concern is the -- the George River
is the spawning area for the king salmon. And | know we
have over the years -- you know, we are seeing less king
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gold aday -- | mean ayear. Then after four years they
would go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year
period the gold mine would be in operation. And looking
at the extraction site, it would be two mileslong, one
mile wide and 1,500 feet deep site.

Soit'savery, you know, big project. And
there is going to be alot of money involved; you know,
billions and billions of dollars, at stake. So maybe an
escrow account -- with the absence of like the borough
government -- we have no borough government out here. The
escrow would be -- | know Mike mentioned that; right,
Mike? But you know, the -- and | don't know how much
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salmon going up. And | think that needs to be looked into
very seriously by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
Fish & Game departments. And looking at the seasonal
impacts, you know, we have various weather patterns. We
have -- like during the winter we have high winds.
Summertime we also have high winds and continuous
rainfalls. Y ou know, those need to be addressed.

And the other alternative to barging, | think --
you know, | don't know. It's probably too late, but |
know | mentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road
aternate that might be considered maybe from the mouth of
the river to the mine site to bring some -- you know,
the -- like freight and fuel. | think that could be
less -- there would be less impact to theriver if there
wasaroad. And I'm sure -- I'm sure one of the ideas
that | had wasiif the -- alongside of the river most of
the land is Native corporation land. And it would
probably not cover -- it would probably go through like
part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that
aternative, | think, would have less environmental impact
to like the river because of the -- the water levels are
very unpredictable because sometimes we have high water
levels and we have alot of erosion that we are facing
right now.

And thelast proposal, | think -- | know I've
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Calistawould get out of the mine.

Y ou know, those issues will probably come at a
later date. But | want to thank you, again, for the
opportunity to address the scoping process. And if | can,
I'll probably do awritten comment. But if you guys have
questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.
And their number is 825-4328, the office number. And you
can try to get ahold of me from there. Thanks.

MR. BREL SFORD: Any additional comments or
concerns?

MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS: Yeah. | think
there has been barge traffic, especialy the gravel barges
going up and down. And just afew miles above Akiak, they
have been beaching and dumping gravel and changing the --
theriver flow. And it has caused erosion problems here
inabad way. But beyond four or five miles above Akiak,
that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they
need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to
be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be
very -- you know, the -- alot of those gravel barges have
to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching
in some of the salmon areas above Akiak here between here
and Tuluksak. So | think they need to be very careful
between here and Tuluksak to make sure that they go
through the right channels.
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MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. I'd liketo
talk to you alittle bit after about that. That's
separate from the Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if
you will be here alittle bit, I'll talk to you afterwards
about that.

MR. BREL SFORD: Let's seeif there are any
other comments, and we will move towards closing in afew
minutes. But we want to be sure we have had a chance to
learn everything you al have to offer. Maybe we haveto
make a few thank yous to close the meeting.

MR. KUHLE: Okay. Thank you for coming.
And again, we encourage you to visit our website,
donlingoldeis.com, or contact me directly. And we look
forward to your comments.

MR. BREL SFORD: And thanksto the folks
who helped us get the room set up, the equipment, al of
that. Wereally appreciate the welcome, and we look

18 forward to coming back before too long.

19 (Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m.)
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1 REPORTER' S CERTI FI CATE
2 I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR Notary Public in and for
3 the State of Alaska do hereby certify:

4 That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
5 me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
6 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
7 transcribed under ny direction by conmputer transcription;
8 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
9 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
10 | any interest in the outcone of the action herein
11 contai ned.

12 IN W TNESS WHERECOF, | have hereunto subscribed
13 ny hand and affixed my seal this __ day of

4 __2013.

15

16

17 gégRlystAér\e/g\vsleﬁt Repor t er
18 Nof'ary Public for aska
19 My Conmi ssi on Expires: Novenber 5, 2016
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS

MR. BRELSFORD: So fol ks, |I think we m ght
get started. |If we can invite you to find seats, we m ght
get underway. So thanks to everybody for comng this
afternoon. | think we m ght get started with the
presentation. But we would like to start with an
I nvocation. And Mke WIllianms has offered to say a word
to get us started in a good way.

(I'nvocation offered by Mchael WIlians.)

MR. KUHLE: Good afternoon. Wlcone to
t he scoping neeting for the Donlin Gold Project
envi ronnental inpact statenent, also known as an EIS. M
nane is Don Kuhle with U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers, and
I'mthe project manager for the EIS. Also here today are
a few people with URS Al aska, which is the contractor
that's hel ping the Corps prepare the EI'S, and they are
Tayl or Brelsford and Moxie Alexie. And they will be
hel ping me with the presentation today, al so.

MR. BRELSFORD: So | wanted to say thanks
again for joining us. Mxie and | work on the technical
team that prepares sonme of the witten naterials to
support the Arny Corps of Engineers. | spent sone years
living in Sleetnmute and Aniak and Di | lingham and travel ed
alittle bit out here years ago. But it's really great to

be back and to be a part of this project. It's very
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I nportant for people in the region, and we want to be good
| isteners and to learn frompeople in the region in order
to prepare a really useful environnental inpact statement.
And let ne ask Moxie to say a word, and then we

want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help
wth translating if we need it.

MR ALEXIE: M nane is Mxie Alexie.
Since Novenber of |ast year -- begi nning 2004 t hrough
Novenber of this last year | worked with AVCP, Inc. out of
Bethel as a realty officer, and in Novenber, URS, when
they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EI' S

Project, they asked ne if | wanted to cone to work for

them and | did. | accepted the offer and had to nove to
Anchor age.

Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really inportant
tonme. | lived -- I"'moriginally upriver from Sl eet nut e,

a small village upriver fromthe Donlin Gold mne site,
five, six mles upriver fromthe old Red Devil mne. |
have four boys, three girls. And long after |I'm gone, ny
kids, ny grandkids, they will be -- they wll be |iving
off the land. They will be living off the Kuskokwi m Ri ver
for their fishing. And so this project is really

I nportant to ne, probably one of the main reasons why |
accepted a position with URS when they offered ne this job

to help the Arny Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin
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CGol d El S.

But this is not ny first tinme here in Akiak. |
have been here many tines and plan to be back. If we need
atranslator, if we need a transl ati on, we have Cat heri ne,
a local lady here; Catherine Wlliams will translate for
us if we need one. Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. This is the agenda for
today. W have a slide to provide you with an idea of the
topics that we will be covering. W want to tal k about
t he purpose of today's neeting and then about the EIS
m | estones. Next we want to provide a basic overvi ew of
the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it. And then we
Wll summarize a fewissues as a way of inviting your
comments. W encourage you to get involved, and we w ||
tell you how to do that.

Ckay. W are here because Donlin Gold has
proposed an open pit gold mne ten mles north of Crooked
Creek. And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to
Identify and anal yze the potential inpacts. The Corps is
nei ther a proponent or an opponent of the project. It's
Donlin Gold' s project, and the EIS will be used in naking
permt decisions by the Corps and by ot her agenci es.
Scopi hg neetings are the first step in the EI'S process,
and they can also help fulfill the public invol venent

requi rements for the National H storic Preservation Act.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

MR M CHAEL WLLIAMS: For the record,
don't think we need a translator, so keep going.

MR, KUHLE: Okay. Thank you. Ckay. This
map gives an orientation to the project area, which
extends from Cook Inlet to the mne site north of Crooked
Creek and down to the | ower Kuskokwi m River, and it also
I ncl udes the Yukon-Kuskokwi mDelta. This is a renpte area
wth little devel opnent to date and no existing roads to
the region. The proposed mne would require all new
infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline. Al this
woul d be subject to permtting before it could proceed.

This map gives an idea of the |logistics and the
supply links for the proposed mne. Transportation
| ogi stics for the mne include fuel and cargo from west
coast ports, west coast fromthe Lower 48. The fuel and
cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from
ocean-goi ng tankers to barges and then again to river
barges in Bethel. Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for
transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would
t hen be barged upriver and then off-| oaded at a new barge
| andi ng at Jungj uk port. The new pipeline indicated in
yell ow there woul d extend from Cook Inlet to bring in
natural gas for the mill.

So now we are going to turn to the EI' S process,

and we wll start by explaining why an EIS is prepared in
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the first place. The National Environmental Policy Act,
or NEPA, requires an EIS for any nmaj or federal action
significantly affecting the quality of the human
environnent. In this case Donlin Gold has submtted an
application for permts under section 404 of the d ean
Wat er Act andsection 10 of the R vers and Harbors Act.
| ssuance of these permts would be a major federal action
and require an EIS to evaluate the environnental inpacts
of the proposed project. The EIS, along with other
applicable laws and regul ations, wll be used by the Corps
and other agencies to neke their permt decisions.

This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and
regi onal organi zations wll work together on the EIS. W
have several cooperating agency representatives with us
today, and I'd like to invite themto introduce thensel ves
and say a few words about the role of their agencies in
this EIS process. W have Jenny Bl anchard fromthe Bureau
of Land Managenent.

MS. BLANCHARD: Hi, everybody. M nane is

Jenny Bl anchard, and I'mrepresenting the BLM And we are
a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is
proposi ng a natural gas pipeline to help power their m ne,
and that would cross sone BLM I and, so we have to decide
whet her to give themwhat we call a right-of-way permt,

give them perm ssion to build a pipeline across BLM | and.
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So that's why we are cooperating on this project.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. W also have Tam
Fordham wi th the Environnmental Protection Agency.

M5. FORDHAM 1'Ill cone up here. So hi.
|'"m Tam Fordham | work for the Environmental Protection
Agency out of the Anchorage office, and |I haven't been to
Aki ak before, but thank you for having us here to cone and
talk wwth you. | used to serve as the tribal liaison for
this region about five years ago. Then | took another job
at EPA working on oil, gas and mning issues in our work
wth tribes. So I'mstill part of the tribal program and
' mone of a team of people that work for EPA that are
working with the Arny Corps of Engi neers as a cooperating
agency.

And whil e EPA doesn't have any permts to issue
on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Arny
Corps to devel op an environnental inpact statenent that
addresses regul atory requirenents and standards for clean
air and water, oil and chem cal spill planning and
response, and the National Environmental Policy Act. W
al so have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air
and water quality permts, so that's another part of it.
And we al so bring special expertise. W have a m ning
team We al so have expertise in air and water nonitoring

and nodel i ng, wetl ands, geochem stry, working with tri bes
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to bring in traditional know edge into deci sionnaki ng
processes, environnental justice and tribal consultation.
So a lot of different things that EPA is bringing to the
pr oj ect .
And t hank you for having us here.
MR. KUHLE: Thank you. W also have Jeff
Bruno fromthe State of Al aska.
MR BRUNO |'mJeff Bruno with the
Departnent of Natural Resources. M prinmary function on
this project is to serve as a single point contact for the
State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the
applicant. The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.
We agreed to dedicate staff resources and experti se and
experience to hel p evaluate the proposed project.
As you will see on a slide that will conme up
| ater, the State al so has several permts that this
project would still need to apply for at a later date. So
there is still a process for the State to do outside of
t he environnental inpact statenent.
Additionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Soci al
Services is here, and I'Il let her explain kind of what
her role is on this project.
M5. YODER: Hi, everyone. |'m Sarah
Yoder, and | work for the Al aska Departnent of Health and

Social Services. | work in the Health I npact Assessnent
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Program and our role in this process is we are doing a
heal t h i npact assessnent on the Donlin Gold Project. And
part of that work will be integrated into the EIS. So if
you have any health-rel ated comments or questions, please
feel free to talk to ne.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. W also have two ot her
federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here
today. They are the U S. Fish & WIldlife Service and the
Pi pel i ne and Hazardous Materials Safety Adm ni stration.
We al so have three tribal governnments that are
partici pati ng as cooperating agencies. They are Crooked
Cr eek, Chuat hbal uk and Napai mute. And the Kuskokw m Ri ver
Wat er shed Council is also a cooperating agency for the
El S.

Donlin Gold Project will require many federa
permts and consultations, and this slide provides several
exanples. |'ll just let you take a look at that briefly
and al so nention that you can find a nuch nore
conprehensive list of all the permts and consultations
and other requirenents that can be found in the
application on the project website at donlingol deis.com

This slide shows the -- there are al so many
permts required fromthe State of Al aska. As Jeff
nmenti oned, there is a nunber of agencies involved. And

again, since he nentioned a nunber of those, 1'll just |et

10
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you take a quick |look at this. And again, you can find a
nuch nore conprehensive |ist on the project website.

Sonme of you may be famliar with the steps in
preparing an EI'S. The diagramon the right shows the six
maj or steps that we will be taking from now t hrough
Novenmber 2015. The first step in the process was the
Notice of Intent that was published in the Federal
Regi ster on Decenber 14th. And that began the scoping
process, which is where we are at right now, and this
nmeeting is part of that. W are having neetings,
provi di ng i nformati on about the project, explaining the
El S process. And we are al so asking for your coments and
any informati on you may have.

The information that we gather in the scoping
nmeetings, along with the information provided with
Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS
determ nes are necessary, all that information will be
used to produce the draft EI'S, which is expected to be
conpl et ed about August 2014. And the dates we are
providing here are estimates. They could slip, but that's
our projection at this point.

Once the draft EIS is conpleted, we will have a
public review period again in which we wll have anot her
round of meetings simlar to the scoping neetings that we

are having now W wll also have the information on the
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website, and we w Il be asking people to review the draft
and provide their coments. And the information that's
gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final
ElI'S, which is expected to be conpl eted around Cct ober
2015. And then the final EIS will be used by the vari ous
agencies in nmaking their permt decisions. Each agency

W ll prepare their own Record of Deci sion.

One inportant thing to notice on this slide is
the two gold-colored areas. Those are the best
opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions
t hat you nay have about the project so they can all be
included in the draft EIS. Any infornation we receive by
March 29th will be included in the draft.

MR IVAN M |IVAN. The word scoping, could
you defi ne what scoping neans as far as --

MR. KUHLE: Scoping is just a process of
trying to determne the extent of the -- identifying the
full extent of the project and providing information about
t he project and, you know, asking questions fromthe
public, getting their input and what their issues and
concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EI S
process. It's really just a time period to disseni nate
i nformation and provide infornation about the project and
to seek any additional information that can be found and

could be used to evaluate the project.
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You are wel cone to ask questions, but if you do,
we woul d ask that you provide your nane at the begi nning
of your question or your statenment so that our court
recorder can have a record of it. Yes.

MR. DEM AN SIGLER. Do you have

schol arshi p progranms for our young generation?

MR. KUHLE: |I'mrepresenting the Corps of
Engi neers today, so I'mnot the -- | don't have
information on that, no. | nean, the Corps of Engi neers
itself, | guess -- I'mnot speaking in regard to the

Donlin Project, but it does have internshi ps and ot her
processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could
go onto the Corp.'s website.

MR IVANM IVAN Ivan M I|van, AKkiak

Nati ve Community. | just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps
of Engineers, howit's set up. | don't know how big it
i's, but which people fromthe Corps -- | know they do a

| ot of other stuff, work. Which areas cone out, titles,
| i ke who -- you are the head man for Arny Corps? Not
the -- not -- | nmean, not -- people that go out to these
neetings is yourself and ot hers.

MR, KUHLE: | am a project nanager. W
have many project managers that are assigned to various
projects, and |I'mthe project manager for the Donlin Gold

Project EIS. And | work in the regulatory division. And
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the regulatory division is the division that issues the
permts under section 404 of the dean Water Act and
section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. And that's how
we are invol ved.

MR IVAN M | VAN  You have ot her people
that you could assign or work with?

MR, KUHLE: On this project?

MR I VAN M | VAN  Yes.

MR. KUHLE: There are other people that
may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS

Cor poration, which is the contractor who prepares the ElS.

So they will be doing all the technical evaluation. And
they will be reporting to the Corps of Engi neers, and we
Wil use the information they develop to prepare the

Record of Decision for a permt.

MR IVAN M | VAN Thank you.

MR, BRELSFORD: Don, maybe it would help
to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the
bottom you are going to make a recommendati on, but you
are not signing the Record of Decision. So who are the
deci si onnakers up above your |evel ?

MR. KUHLE: Right. The actual
deci si onmaker for this project will be the D strict
Engi neer, which is Col onel Lestochi, who |I believe you

said you had net.
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MR | VAN M | VAN  Yes.

MR. KUHLE: I n Anchorage he woul d be the
deci si onnmaker or whatever -- he nmay rotate out before this
cones to the final EIS. District Engineer is the person
that will nake the permt decision for the project.

MR. I VAN M | VAN Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: | think we finished this
slide, so we will nove on. W talked about this a little
bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide
information and listen to the residents in the affected
region. W have broken this into four areas. The first
Is to provide informati on about the EIS m | estones, which
we di scussed in -- we just got done | ooking at the
previous slide explaining that.

The next is to share information about the
proposed project, and we will do this nore in the
presentation today. And information is also avail abl e on
the project website and in the newsletters that are being
mai l ed out. The next two are to identify issues and
concerns to examne in the EIS and the section 106 process
and to identify useful information fromthe comuniti es.
These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to
help us with. W would |ike to know what you would I|ike
to see addressed in the EIS, and we would |ike to know if

you have any infornmation that we can use in naking a good
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decision in the EI S
This is the schedul e for our scoping neetings.
The first week we started with the villages nearest the
project, and then this week we are focusing on the |ower
Kuskokwi m River. I n February we will be traveling to the
Beri ng Sea coast and the | ower Yukon, and in March we w ||
be going to the m ddl e Yukon and the upper Kuskokw m
This map is a little busy, but the color schene
represents the nany subregi ons of the project area and
hel ps to show how t he scopi ng pl an was devel oped. As an
exanpl e, the orange dots show The Kuskokw m Cor porati on
vil | ages nearest the proposed project. And in that
subregion we held nmeetings in Crooked Creek because it was
the cl osest community to the project and also in Aniak,
which is a subregional hub. So for the other subregions,
we will al so have neetings in the subregi onal hubs.
| guess that's kind of the end of the
explanation for the EI'S process, you know, the steps that
we wll be going through. So |I guess we w || pause here
to see if there is any other questions on the actual
process before we go into the project description.
MR. DEM AN SI GLER How many permts have
you al ready obtai ned?
MR. KUHLE: How nany permts?
MR. DEM AN SI GLER. How many permts have
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you al ready obt ai ned?

MR. KUHLE: |'mnot aware that there are
any permts other than for -- exploration activities, |I'm
sure, required a nunber of permts. There were permts
fromthe Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands
during the expl orati on.

MR. DEM AN SI GLER. Do you have a website
that we can, like, go to and keep, |like -- you say there
i's scoping and getting permts. And is there a website
that we can go to to keep us inforned?

MR. KUHLE: Yes. donlingol deis.com

MR. DEM AN SI GLER Donlin --

MR. KUHLE: donlingoldeis.com It wll be
on the |last slide that we show today, too, so if you
wanted to wite it down, or it will be on sone of the
information on the table that you can pick up on your way
out. It will be on there.

MR. DEM AN SIG.LER. I|Is there any
difficulty permt you are looking at that's really hard to
obt ai n?

MR KUHLE: |I'mnot in the position to --
because we are just beginning the evaluation of the
project, we are still in the scoping phase. As we get
further on, | guess every permt fromevery agency has a

different process that it goes through, so | guess | can't
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really say that one is nore difficult to obtain than
anot her.
MR. DEM AN SI GLER Do you have any really

bi g opposi ng fundanental i st groups in Al aska that are

objecting to -- to the project?
MR. KUHLE: | guess we w il know nore
about that when we finish the scoping phase. | guess we

have had a | arge nunber of concerns expressed so far, but
| guess | can't say that there is -- |I'"mnot prepared to
say that there is any particul ar organi zati on opposed to
it.
MR. DEM AN SIG.ER Al right. Thank you.
MR. BRELSFORD: So these are very hel pful
questions fromour friends. Let ne underscore one or two
t hi ngs about the EIS. Let's renenber that Don | eads the
Arny Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by
Donlin, and this EISis going to take three years to reach
answers about the environnental protection and whether it
I's adequate. That's our job over the next three years.
We are just starting.

And at the begi nning, at the scoping -- at the
scopi ng stage, we want to be sure none of the communities
woul d be surprised about this, that everybody understands
there are sonme permt applications. Donlin has gone to

the Arny Corps and to the State of Al aska to ask for
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permts, but until those permts are fully eval uated,
not hi ng happens. This is the evaluation stage. This is
the EIS. It's going to take a while. [It's going to take
three years at least, and we are just begi nning that now
with the public conversation. You guys are helping us to
know what issues are inportant in your eyes to be sure we
can address those in the EIS.
And then one nore thing about public

i nvol venment. Don had that diagramw th circles, two gold
circles. Scoping right now where you help set the agenda
for the EIS, that's the first really inportant step for
the public. But then there was another gold circle.
Moxi e and ne and a bunch of scientists, we wll work on
the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that
t echni cal docunent, but then we cone back to all of the
communi ties and ask you to look at it, also. Look at it
carefully and make sure we didn't m ss sonething, that
what we say is understandable, it seens clear and
t horough, that the evaluation is conplete. So the public
nmeetings on the draft EIS woul d be another really
| nportant opportunity for the comunities to help us get
this evaluation right.

MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
nove on?

W will nove now to a sunmary of the m ning

19
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project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold. Donlin Gold
Is a 50/ 50 partnership between two | arge i nternational

m ni ng conpani es, Barrick Gold and NovaGold. The Donlin
Gol d deposit is |ocated on | ands owned by two Al aska

Nati ve corporations. Calista Corporation is the
subsurface owner and Kuskokw m Corporation is the surface
owner. |It's a very large project. It's expected to
produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
mning life of 27 and a half years, and there will be --
during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of
ore each day.

It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
be located in a renpte part of the state, stretching from
Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwi mVall ey and then down to the YK
Delta.

This area is honme to sone 66 communities that
could be affected by the project. For many conmunities
the project mght affect |ands and resources that are used
for subsistence and other livelihood activities. This
project will face an extensive set of |egal requirenents
with many permts and many agenci es invol ved.

The diagram at the bottomof this slide shows
the tinmeline fromexploration through closure. Donlin has
wor ked on expl oration and environnmental baseline studies

for 16 years prior to submtting the permt applications.
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We are now starting the three-year permtting period, the
first step of which is holding these scopi ng neetings.
And at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies
W ll decide to issue or to deny the permts. |If the
permts are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
three to four years of construction and an estinated 27
and a half years of operations.

At the conclusion of the active life of the
m ne, Donlin Gold would be responsi ble for closure and
reclamation. This includes decomm ssioning the ml|l
facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
treatnment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.
The | and woul d be recontoured and native vegetati on woul d
be pl ant ed.

Ckay. We will go now to the maj or conponents of
the project, starting with the pipeline and the power
pl ant. The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports
| i ke the Trans- Al aska Pipeline System It wll be cold
and wll not generate heat. Were it crosses nmjor
rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the
ri verbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
shown in the center photo at the top of the slide. This
t echni que woul d be used to cross the Kuskokwi m R ver and
three forks of the George R ver, as well as several other

Crossi ngs.
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The i mage of the bl ock valve on the right side
shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off,
so it would not bl ock access to subsistence use areas.

The right-of-way woul d be brushed every ten years to
provi de continued access for nonitoring and nmai nt enance by
Donlin Gold. The construction process would not create a
road along the right-of-way. The design would all ow
access, but after construction there wll be no inproved
access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.

This slide shows that the pipeline would start
at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet. It would cross
t he Al aska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the
foothills of the Al aska Range and into the Kuskokw m Ri ver
Val |l ey and then conti nue west to the mne site near
Crooked Creek. The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
State | ands, 34 percent BLM | ands, and ten percent Native
corporation |ands.

Note the blue segnent in the mddle of the slide
there. That's an alternate pipeline corridor that would
avoid the Dal zell Gorge in the Al aska Range. It would
separate fromthe originally proposed route at m | epost
105 and rejoin the primary alignment at m |l epost 150.
Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this
alternative is under consideration, and it wll be

exam ned during geotechnical investigations this com ng
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sumer .

This slide shows the project conponents at the
mne site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.

Nunber one is the open pit that would eventually cover
1,400 acres. And it will be 2.2 mles long, one nmle wde
and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a
hal f years of m ning.

The tailings inpoundnent, which is technically
referred to as a waste treatnent facility, which is nunber
two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
square mles. The tailings refer to the powder-1ike
material that is |left after the gold has been renpved from
the mll. Nunber three is a waste rock facility which
woul d cover about 2,300 acres. And the waste rock is the
rock that's renoved to get at the gol d-bearing ore. These
maj or facilities support the mll and could process 59, 000
tons of ore per day.

MR. DEM AN SIGLER. Wiich way is Donlin --
Crooked Creek on that, do you know?

MR, KUHLE: It's running down this way
[indicating], | believe.

MR. DEM AN SI GLER Ckay. Now, would we
be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to
see it fromthe river? No?

MR. KUHLE: From t he Kuskokw m Ri ver?
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DEM AN S| GLER: Yeah.
KUHLE: | don't believe so.

2 3 3

BRELSFORD: It's ten mles --
MR KUHLE: Yes. |It's ten mles north of
Crooked Creek, so it's --

This is an overview of the nmjor transportation
infrastructure. There would be new or expanded port
facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
the river barges. And then after the barges went up the
river, there would be a new barge | andi ng near Jungj uk for
off-l1oading the fuel and the cargo. Fromthere, there
would be a 30-mle road, a newroad to the mne site. And
also near the mne site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.
And al so near the mne site would be a new
40-m llion-gallon diesel storage facility.

The proposed barge | anding at Jungj uk woul d
extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres. The Donlin CGold
Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokw m
River to transport supplies and diesel fuel. The fuel
barges woul d be doubl e-hul | ed, and the navi gati on season
woul d average 110 days per year with about three barge
tows passi ng per day, neaning that if you were standing
anywhere al ong the Kuskokwi m Ri ver, you coul d expect to

see three barges per day. It could be two up and one down
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or one up and two down, but it would be on average three
barge tows per day. And each tow would be pushing four
bar ges.

There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per
season and 58 fuel barge tows per season. The cargo
barges woul d carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges woul d
carry 173,000 gall ons each. And the shipping season, the
barge tow frequency, and the nunmber of barge | oads woul d
be pretty nuch the sanme both during construction and
during the operations of the project.

MR, LEONARD MAKAR [ph]: | have a
question. Have you done an aerial study whether or not if

the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel

and what have you is erosion free? | nean, sone areas
where in -- because | do know the Kuskokwi m regi on has
erosion problens. |Is this area where you are nmaking this

i npact, would it be safe for it to be built w thout
erosion in the future to be a danger?

MR. KUHLE: That's one of the purposes of

our EIS process is to evaluate that. W wll ook at the
proposed project, and there will be studies done. And you
know, we will take the infornmation, the studies that, you

know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are
necessary we wll do those, and all of that information

W ll be used to prepare the draft EIS.
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MR. BRELSFORD: Can | ask your nane for
the court reporter?

MR. LEONARD MAKAR: My nane is Leonard.
l"mw th Kwet hl uk Real Estate.

MR, BRELSFORD: So Leonard's question
hel ps us renenber that Donlin has proposed sone
engi neeri ng design, and they have done sone studi es about
| ce passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwi m R ver, and
they believe this is a safe place. But the purpose of the
EISis to evaluate, to |look again at the engineering
design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to
confirmthat the design would be safe and woul d avoid any
damage, any risk of fuel loss fromthe storage area.

M5. PANQALQALRI A I VAN Last fall there
was a barge around Kwet hl uk area that went in the water

W11l your barges be newy bought or will they be

secondhand?

MR. KUHLE: WII| the barges be new or
secondhand? You know, that's -- the barges, |'m sure,
wll be up to Coast Guard standards. You know, we w ||

make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans

t hat have been identified, but I -- you know, | don't know
t hat new or used barges -- you know, that's not sonething
we |ook at. W will |look to nmake sure that there is plans

I n place for assuring safe operations.
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M5. GLORI A CLEVELAND: doria O evel and,
menber of Akiak Native Community. WII| the pipeline be
noni t or ed?

MR. KUHLE: The pipeline, yes, I'"'msure it
wll be nonitored. They have -- trying to think of the --
stations every 20 ml es.

MR. BRELSFORD: |t has pressure nonitoring
and then val ves every 20 m | es.

MR. KUHLE: And they will have a pigging
station which will run through the pipe to, you know,
check to make sure it's in good condition. |'mnot sure
of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating
agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Adm ni stration, and they wll be responsible for ensuring
t he safety of the pipeline.

MR, SAM GECRGE: Sam CGeorge, AKki ak
Community Council. On the barges, there is the question
of the ownership of the barges that will be used for
transporting the cargo. | think it's very inportant to
note that they should have, |like, the one that -- that
sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old
barge. And | think you guys should nmake a note that
whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly
new bar ges.

And the other concern is the -- the water | evels
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of the Kuskokwm it varies yearly. Sonetines it's |ow

And there is sonme spots where the barges get stuck, |ike
bel ow Kal skag, | have seen a barge that was stuck up there
and they -- they had to use -- | forget what kind

of equi pnent they had in the front of the barges, and I
was afraid they were hitting the river bottomto keep them
where they were going. | think those need to be

identified in the EI'S process.

And because we depend on the fish, | think
that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns
that | have is the traffic that's going to be as a result
of this project. And we -- and the fish that we gat her,

we have people that fish at various parts of the day or
ni ght or whatever [inaudible].

MR KUHLE: W& will have those comments in
the record, and they will be addressed and di scussed in
the draft EI'S. Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: | think there is another
question over here, Don. |s there another question? No.

MR. DAVID G LILA, SR : My nanme is David
Glila, Sr. The first question is in reference to the
natural gas pipeline being stretched from Bel uga over to
the Donlin there. Sone years ago, two or three years ago,
the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural

gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of
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the neetings, there was an individual that reported there
was a depletion of the natural gas in that area. M
question would be: How -- in the event that there isn't
enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek --
If there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching
that |line when -- when it mght not be used for the |l ength
of that mne? That's ny first question there.

The next one is in reference to air quality and
di esel emssion. | know there is going to be one plant.
| know there is going to be nmultiple burning and
[i ndeci pherable]. How nmuch of that -- | don't know if
there was any done in reference to the mnes down in the
Lower 48 that are operating now in reference to air
quality. You know, anything that cones out of the chi nmey

goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other

areas away fromthe mning project. It can reach all the
way down to the coast. It depends on how strong the w nd
I S.

In reference to that, at one point in tine
the -- you know, we had the nucl ear disaster over iIn

Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that

dropped up into the Arctic area. |In reference to that, ny
question is going to be how -- how much of that em ssions
comi ng out of that -- them chimeys, what the anmount woul d

be in reference to chemcals that is detrinental to the
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envi ronnent outside of the proposed m ne area?

The other one is right now the barges that cone
up the river are deteriorating private lands with the
route of the barges. | know there is three that | can
identify. One is above Kwet hl uk. When they turn, they
literally -- | don't know what the word woul d be, but they
touch the bank when they are turning, and those props,
they raise a | ot of turbulence behind them And as a
result, there is an erosion probl em above Kwet hl uk, which
Is private | and. That woul d be anot her question. [If --
| ooking at the estimated transportati on of them barges, |
know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in
t hat area.

Anot her one is just above it where that bends,
what they call the Kuskoquak Sl ough that cuts off out to
t he Kuskokwi m even there the barges are doing the sane
thing and creating a little island between the main
Kuskokwi mt hat goes over to the right side of the river
that goes out to the main river that goes over towards
Aki achak. That area is -- if -- if |I'mnot m staken,
maybe ten years from now, nmaybe not -- mght not happen --
that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are
concerned. You mght be able to take a skiff through
t here, through the bank of that river there.

So in reference to the mne itself, there is a
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nmention here in reference to surface water diverting. M
question in reference to that: How are they diverting
these little creeks here? Are they creating natural --

not natural -- manmade dans on t he headwaters of these
creeks? And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that
goes over to -- goes to the mne there, and there is
tributaries that are going out through that nain creek
there, are they dammi ng those? And the sane question, are
t hey creating mannmade ponds?

G oundwat er consunption, what ki nd of
groundwat er are they tal king about? Are they talking
about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to
use it, or what? Wat kind of consunmption? Is it for

human consunpti on?

MR KUHLE: | guess we will talk alittle
bit about that later on. |If you are wanting me -- you
want nme to -- | guess | could try to answer sone of your

questions now, but the list is getting kind of long. Are
you just making comments, or do you want ne to provide a
response at this point?

MR. DAVID A LILA, SR : These are the
questions that | am asking. Hopefully anybody that is
with the scoping group here woul d be able to answer.

G her than that, maybe on the second round, maybe sonebody

woul d be able to send us these questions to the point
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wher e maybe we coul d understand. And you are talKking

about m ne dewatering. Wat exactly -- so you wll be
covering what -- these three in reference to water, then,
huh?

MR KUHLE: We will just briefly explain
what -- sonme of the issues we anticipate. It's good --
these are all questions that are good to bring up to neke
sure they are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your
comments on the barges and the erosion. And you are
menti oni ng sonme very specific information there, and
that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.

So you know, your comments that you have nade so
far have been recorded, but if you have any nore specific
information |ike that, you know, | would encourage you --
you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead
and submt that either through one of our questionnaires
or through the website. You can either e-mail it or mail
It to us, or you can call nme. 1'll have ny phone nunber
on here, and I can help you get that information to us.

But those are the types of things that we are
| ooking for is the specific information. You know, you
menti oned the pipeline, air em ssions and the surface
wat er diversion. A lot of that infornmation is already
avai l able on the website. There is what is -- you know,

as URS goes through, you know, they are | ooking at the
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i nformati on and the studies that Donlin has al ready done,
and they will determ ne what additional work or studies or
information is necessary. And as part of the EIS process,
they will gather that information and it will go into the
draft EI'S which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when
we expect that to be conpl et ed.

So it's good that you get your questions and
concerns to us now because anything you nention today in
t he scoping neeting or submt to us before March 29th wl |
be addressed in the EIS. So as | said in advance, you
have asked a nunber of questions here. | think a | ot of
that information, you know, has been -- you know, there
has been work and studi es done in those regards already,
and there is additional work that wll be done. So you
know, | just kind of wanted to nmake that point. If you
have ot her comments, you know, you can nake them now or we
wll go on here. W have -- in fact, after the next slide
I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any ot her
questions. Maybe we will do that.

MS. FORDHAM And Don -- David, you
mentioned a very specific slough, and I don't know if Mary
captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want
to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the
anal ysis, maybe we could ask for you to nmake sure we get

t hat nanme correct.
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MR KURT FARN: Kurt Farn, Akiak. Even if
t he pi peline of natural gas goes through, you are still
going to need that much fuel to run that operation?

MR. KUHLE: The fuel is nostly for diesel
fuel for operating the |arge vehicles, you know, the |arge
shovels and trucks that wll haul the -- you know, the
rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mll
and the waste rock and just noving all the materi al
around. That's -- there is lots of equipnent that, you
know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they --
you know, natural gas, | believe, is nore economcal, so
they'll use that as much as they can.

MR. BRELSFORD: So the natural gas is used
to run the electrical generator, and much of the
machi nery, especially in the mll, is run by electricity.
So that's what that big natural gas generator is for. But
t he nmobile trucks, the big equipnent, still runs on
diesel. So both energy sources are needed for the
operation of the m ne.

MR, KURT FARN. That's quite a bit. | f
t he pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard
to run enough fuel to run a diesel -powered power plant.
You woul d be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go
t hrough, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be

able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because
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that plant runs off gas.

MR. KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you for your
conment .

M5. FORDHAM  The comment about
alternatives --

MR. KUHLE: Yes, that's good. W wll be
evaluating the various alternatives, you know, the
pi peline as part of -- | guess we haven't identified al
the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel wll be
evaluated in the various alternatives.

Ckay. This slide shows the construction canp,
whi ch woul d have 2,500 beds during the construction
period, and it woul d support a construction workforce of
up to 3,000 jobs. And this includes sone snaller renote
canps for pipeline construction. The pernmanent canmp woul d
have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400
enpl oyees working shifts, meaning that only about half of
the total workforce would be on site at any given tine.

So we were planning at this point to pause and
see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from
Moxi e or Vernon regarding the translation. Do we need to
do that? | think everybody seens to understand pretty
well. So we will nove on. And I'll have one nore chance
for questions on the parts of the project or the project

itself before we nove on to sone of the issues that we
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expect to review.

If there is no questions -- yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Are you
starting the comrent period now or taking testinonies
ri ght now?

MR, KUHLE: No. We will do that -- |
nmenti oned that specifically -- when we are through with
t he sli des.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Thank you.

MR KUHLE: Ckay. We will nove on now to
several slides of exanples of issues and concerns that we
expect to evaluate. As | said earlier, the purpose of the
scoping neetings is to identify issues and concerns. And
one nmj or area of concern is water resources. The project
I s designed to have no di scharge of m ne-contacted water
away fromthe mne site, but there can still be concerns,
and sone exanples are noted on this slide.

Streans and ot her surface waters woul d be
diverted away from and around the mning activities in
order to facilitate mning and to avoid contam nati on.

G oundwat er woul d be consuned as part of the m ning
process and could affect base flows of nearby streans.

M ne dewatering to keep water out of the pit could | ower
adj acent groundwater | evels and again could affect nearby

streans. Sone of the rock, when exposed to the el enents,
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could generate acid or |leach mnerals, and therefore waste
rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
managed to avoid contam nati ng waters outside of the m ne
site.

Air quality is also inportant, and this slide
shows sone exanples of issues. There would be several
sources of em ssions, including a | arge nunber of |arge
m ni ng vehicles, a 227-negawatt power plant, and dust
create by renoving and processing the overburden waste
rock and the ore.

Cimate change is a growi ng concern and woul d
need to be considered because | arge anounts of
hydr ocarbons wll be burned during mning. Mercury wll
be | ooked at in several areas. Naturally occurring
mercury or fugitive nercury could be rel eased by exposing
it during mning. Mercury stack em ssions could occur
during the mlling process, and any mercury co-product
woul d require careful storage and transport. Also, given
the | arge anounts of fuel and hazardous materials
I nvol ved, safe operating procedures and good response
plans will be crucial to preventing spills.

O her major issues and concerns include wetl ands
and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
subsi stence, and fish and |l and uses. The proposed project

woul d affect a total of 16, 300 acres. O this,
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approxi mately 10,000 acres would be at the mne site and
the related infrastructure. 6,000 acres would be al ong
t he proposed pipeline. These areas would be inpacted by
excavating, filling, vegetation renoval or other

di sturbances. 6,900 acres of the total 16,000 woul d be
wet | ands.

There would be fish and wildlife habitat |oss or
reduced habitat value on the affected 16, 300 acres, and
there would al so be a direct disturbance of individual
animals in the area.

Barge traffic we have tal ked about already.
There woul d be a substantial increase in traffic. And
subsi stence and traditional |and uses woul d be affected by
the | oss of |land to devel opnent.

Here are sone nore exanpl es of issues and
concerns, and these are focused on the comunities,
cul tural resources, and recreation. Community life
during -- during construction there woul d be a huge new
wor kf orce of 3,000 people during construction and 1, 400
per manent enpl oyees, so this would bring new enpl oynent
and incone, but it would also have many effects on
community life and hunman health. And cultural resources,
both historical and archeol ogical sites, that exist in the
area mght be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and

traditional and cultural properties could also be
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affected. And recreation and visual resources, including
the Iditarod Natural Hi storic Trail, could be affected by
new structures and m ning operations.

So to conclude, we know that this proposed
project and | and and resources are inportant to you, and
we woul d i ke to enphasi ze that there are several ways to
get involved in the EIS. And you are already doing the
nost i nportant thing by being here and participating in a
scoping neeting. You can find additional information on
t he project on the donlingol deis.comwebsite, and you can
al so submt a comment formthere. You can contact ne
directly if you have any concerns. That's ny direct phone
line, (907) 753-2780. And ny e-mail address is there, as
wel | .

For tribal matters, you can contact Anmanda
Shearer. She's the Corps of Engineers tribal |iaison, and
that's her direct phone nunber and her e-mail address.
Tribal governnments also, in addition to participating in
the EI'S process, can participate in
gover nnent -t o- gover nment consultation. |If you would |iKke
to do that, you can contact either Amanda or nyself.
Amanda is, as | said, our tribal I|iaison.

So we would |ike to hear your questions and
comments. And we put up here sone ideas to show you the

type of scoping comments that we are looking for. W are
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| ooki ng for issues and questions that need to be anal yzed
in the EIS. W want to identify potential inpacts and
effects on resources. W would |like to hear any ideas you
may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out
about any inportant information available in your
comunity. And if you do have any witten coments --

I'll open it up for testinony here and any other questions
you may have.

|f you do have any witten comments, we ask that
you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make
sure that they are fully recorded.

MR GEORCGE QUY: Can | start off? Because
we have a plane to catch. M nane is George GQuy. |I'mthe
busi ness manager for Kwet hluk, Incorporated. But | have
witten testinony to nmake on the proposed mne. And | do
t hank you, M. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comrent
on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environnental inpact
st at enment .

For the record, ny nane is George Guy. |I'mthe
busi ness manager for Kwet hl uk, Incorporated. |I'malso on
t he board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which
must remain neutral on this project. But today |I'm
speaki ng on behal f of Kwethl uk, Incorporated. Like nmany
other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokw m

Region, we are nainly Yup'ik Eskino | anguage speaki ng
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Al aska residents and basically |ive a subsi stence,
fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for
cash scarce area. Commercial fisheries and other seasonal
or odd jobs supplenent this lifestyle. Salnon is our main
stapl e food, a renewabl e resource.

I n behal f of the sharehol ders of Kwet hl uk,
| ncorporated and the residents, | would like to conment on
t he proposed Donlin Gold Project. Based on our
historically traditional and custonmary subsi stence,
hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and
primarily on the barge traffic. As M. David Glila
I ndi cated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our
| ands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokw m R ver

Basically when the Kuskokwi m R ver is full of
sal non, when subsi stence fishing for all sal non, the short
span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our
renewabl e resources, the sal non m ght be affected by the
barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets
that we utilize to harvest salnon. And that w il i npact
our people, our salnon, and our eroding |ands through the
barge traffic community fromthe nouth of the Kuskokw m
River all the way up to the proposed mne site. It takes
a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our
renewabl e resources to i nplenent our needs.

Sone of the potential damages that m ght occur,
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barges m ght collide with boats, nets. And as nowadays we
are under conbat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the
codes and regul ations that we have to abide by, and there
is limted openings and cl osures of fishing of all the
sal non species mgrating up and down the Kuskokwi m R ver
Sal mon fish, jacks and mature sal non and the erosion of
the river banks by the barges. Mke sure that the
proposed project is done in an environnentally sound and
saf e way.
And in closing, on behalf of the sharehol ders of

Kwet hl uk, I ncorporated and the residents of Kwethl uk,
t hank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this
project that will have a long-termeffect if it becones a
reality. Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you for your comrents.

MR. BRELSFORD: W asked folks to sign if
they wanted to testify. So maybe we will go to the Ilist,
but I think this was a good point. |If anybody has to
| eave early, maybe we want to make roomfor themto go
early. MKke, you are signed up first on the list, but
let's be sure if anybody el se has a plane soon, that they
have an opportunity to speak before we wap up.

MR M CHAEL WLLIAMS: | have to catch ny
dog team

MR. BRELSFORD: |If anybody has a dog team
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to catch before they have to go. So Mke WIllians will be
the first person. So let's hear your comrents.
MR MCHAEL WLLIAMS: Hello. M nane is

M chael WIllians. | amone of the nenbers of the Akiak
Nati ve Community | RA Council for a long tine and also a
subsi stence hunter and fishernman, plus a dog nmusher here
in Akiak for a long tine, ever since | can renenber. You
know, after | went to boarding school, along with Mxie
here -- or Moxie is older than nme, so he graduated earlier
than me fromthe sane school in O egon.

But anyway, | wanted to nake comrents on the
Donlin Gold Project. You know, ever since there was a
t hought for a gold mne up in Crooked Creek, you know, we
were very concerned about the river and the inpacts that
it may have on our people and the Kuskokwi m R ver
al t hough the econom c opportunities, the jobs, and we
understand that. And when we rai se concerns, it -- we
wer e t hought of being against a gold mne, and we were
not. W were concerned about the mercury em ssions,
mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring
because nmercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in
the rocks and hills. And when you disturb the | and, then
It happens. But that was our concern, that it may affect
our salnon. W depend on sal non for our subsistence way

of life.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

44

And in turn, our concern was the inpact on
heal t h because the status of our Native health is -- you
know, we have hi ghest rates of cancer deaths and we have
hi ghest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates
of health-related deaths. And our health status is very,
very challenging right now And |I think with the i npact
al so on housing was a concern, as well, because a | ot of
our people don't have enough housing. And with the influx
of people, then housing, need for housing will also inpact
us. So coupled with the increase of people here, an
I ncrease of possible sexually transmtted di seases,
al cohol, drugs that are being brought in fromthe outside
when there is cash influx and when peopl e have influx of
econom ¢ devel opnent. Those things that we see were very
concerning to us.

W want to protect our |anguages, our cultures
here because -- because of the inpact for 30 years, it's
goi ng to have the biggest inpact in the history of our
region. You know, we had sonme roadhouses here in Aki ak,
NYAC m ne, and we had -- the governnent had brought in
| apl anders across there in Akiak, but we seened to have
protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and
strong; but neverthel ess, we were inpacted by di seases
that were brought in fromthe outside, and there were

great deaths. You know, there was nassive deaths. And
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there was a hospital here, and a | ot of people cane from
all over the region to be treated here. But a |lot of them
died and we buried them here. They couldn't have no --
they didn't have the capacity to go back.

But in terns of human health, we have to make
sure that we do an assessnent on health inpacts or health
status of the comunity, alcohol, physical health,
enotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we
have that data, and to nmake sure that it doesn't have an
i mpact in dimnishing the status of our health, but to
i ncrease the status, health status of our people
physically, enotionally, nentally, et cetera. So | just
wanted to make sure that health inpact assessnents are
done and in a way that we wll increase human health
I nstead of decreasing inpacts on hunman heal t h.

Agai n, our subsistence way of life nust be
protected. CQur sal non nust be protected, naking sure that
we continue our way of life. | know the sal non are being
I npacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to
mai ntain those -- the sal non that we depend on for our
i veli hood, despite, you know, if mning goes, then do
everything we can to protect our water resource. W
depend on water and clean water, and w thout that water,
we are dead.

But | think those are, in ny mnd, the inpacts

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

46

on health, inpacts on our subsistence resources, and the

| ssue of the erosion. |If we could have -- you know, our
erosion in Akiak was inpacted this past spring by -- this
past sumrer by high wi nds and storns, and we | ost about
200 feet already. And the Arny Corps of Engi neers'

proj ecti ons were exceeded this past summer. So we | ost
about 200 feet of land for erosion. And with that

I ncreased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger

I mpact on our community. So | think erosion protection on
our villages would be helpful. Wth two and a half, three
barges a day increased, it's going to have a mjor inpact.
And | agree with David Glila who nade that earlier
statenent on sone of the inpacts that he identified.

But again, | think if Donlin Creek is going to
be devel oped, the tribal governnments nust be on the table.
Qur ways must be protected, and our ways of |ife nust be
protected i nstead of damaged. And |I think it can be
devel oped in a way that all the protections can be there.

But those are ny comments. And | will nake
witten comrents on your website, whichever. But | just
wanted to nmake those -- point those potential inpacts to
our communities. And hopefully that our people, our young
people will be -- if it is developed, if the mne is
devel oped, that the job opportunities are realized by our

young people with -- you know, with training and
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educati onal opportunities that go along with it. But

we -- but we -- we nust be prepared post the mining life,
and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik
peopl e that we have survived over thousands of years here.
And again, we stood the test of tinme through the NYAC m ne
and ot her econom c opportunities here, and we need to keep
that in kind. Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR BRELSFORD: David Glila is next on
the list. | don't knowif there are additional conments,
If David is still with us. Catherine WIllians. N kol ai
Al exi e.

MR. NI KOLAI ALEXIE: Thank you. M nane
Is Nikolai Alexie. I'mfromKwethluk. | just have nostly
questions. So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed
to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection
of rainwater, the anount of water used daily, and the
recycled water after it's unusable? |In sone years, the
natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fl uctuates.
We have dry years and wet years.

If after the conpletion of the mne, how wll
the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is
too nmuch precipitation in one year? Al that overfl ow ng
wat er, where do you think it's going? It wll go -- it

has to go sonewhere. So that's ny question. Quyana.
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MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: Next woul d be N ck Ayapau.

MR, NI CK AYAPAU:. M nane is Nick Ayapau.
I'mfromKwethluk. And | have two comments, | guess. One
Is regarding the erosion, which nost of us tal ked about,
but I guess | have a question. 1In aerial photos that we
can see or maybe, you know, your departnent can see of how
the damage that it had fromthe barges going up and down
wi t hout, you know, the proposed three, |I think it wll add
nore. And above Kwet hl uk where they turn, that area has
been erodi ng, you know, fast for the |last ten years while
| have been watching it. And it's like -- | have a fish
canp near where that is, and when we go out to the river
we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and
| know that if that part opens up nore, it's going to
af f ect Kwet hl uk.

And right now -- | ast year Kwethl uk residents,

Kwet hl uk | RA Council had noved four houses to rel ocate

them And | think if we -- if the barges go up and down
that way, | think that's going to be -- and | was
wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to

relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or --
you know, it's just a question.
But that's our concern right there. W have --

the reason that |I'mrequesting aerial photos is that when

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

49

it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it
has to go through. And that horseshoe is getting -- you
know, shrinking. |If it goes through that little |and, you
know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and | think Kwethl uk
has to relocate. And that's -- that's our -- that's our
concern. And we have been watching that, nonitoring that
ar ea.

And anot her thing, ny comment was the
response -- the response tine of when -- if a barge -- if
a barge, you know, | eaks or whatever, because |like a
fell ow nenti oned, just near Kwethl uk, |ast year Faul kner
and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- sonething
happened when it was -- | guess it was a storm and then
It went down, equipnent and some stuff in that little
barge. And the response -- | don't know how t hat response
went. | know the Gty of Kwethluk and I RA Council had
cal |l ed sonebody from Bethel to do sonet hing about that.
And up to this date we don't have no report on what they
di d.

Is that going to be the sane thing if the
barge -- if the barge goes up and down, sonething happens
and it's going to affect our fish? And we have a watering
poi nt at Kwethl uk right across where that barge went down,
and | think -- and equi prent went down and sonething --

the barge itself and the equi pnent went down. | don't
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know what they did after that happened, but our water --
our watering point is near that area. | nean, and they --
peopl e have been reporting when they go get water they see
oil and diesel, and probably netal |eaching, too. And
that's what maybe Health and Social Services can |look into
I n that area.
So ny question was, | wonder how the response

woul d be if sonet hi ng happens up, you know, where the --
t he barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever
happens and then stuff cane down and, you know - -

MR KUHLE: Well, | guess to try to answer
your question, | guess, again, we are here for scoping to
gat her comments and information. And your comrents about

the erosion and the specific informati on about erosion is

hel pful for the studies that will be done to | ook at the
i npacts that all this barge traffic will have on the
river.

As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard
about that before, and | don't know what the probl em was
wth the response on that. But I"'msure it wll be
consi dered as, you know, plans are, you know, devel oped
for, you know, dealing or how -- as we | ook at how al
this barge traffic would be addressed. And if there were
to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place

to deal with that.
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But again, you know, that's all hel pful

i nformation. And, you know, we wll -- you know, you have
made your comments. It's, you know, on the record. W
will take a look at it. You will be able to | ook at the

draft EIS to see how your coments were addressed. And
again, if you have any, you know, nore specific
information |like that, we would like to hear it. You
know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when
you are tal king about a certain slough and what's
happeni ng over the last ten years so that can be
consi dered. So thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: The next speaker woul d be
GCeorge GQuy. Additional coments? Then Ivan M |van,
pl ease.

MR IVANM IVAN M nane is Ivan M
I van, Chief, Akiak Native Community and | RA Council from
t he Akiak community. | just want to recap. M comments
are not directed at any one individual, but public
authority wthin our governnent system Looking back to a
coupl e of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP,
we tried to submt a resolution that didn't pass because
t he executive direction of the regional corporation,
believe it was, was against it, and | could not nuster
enough votes to put the idea of what -- M ke made a

comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the
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table in all of this.

The idea was not to stop the process, but to
have an input into the systemto protect life and -- life
and natural resources on this river systemand that this
project is not snmall. And I'd like to -- | hear
informati on on the size. | understand that projections
are 30 years in operation. AmI| correct? The estinated
gol d ounces, what are they now?

MS. BLANCHARD: A mllion ounces a year, |
bel i eve.

MR IVANM IVANN A mllion ounces a year
ver sus what ever the val ue today is.

MS. BLANCHARD: $1,500 an ounce, | think.

MR. KUHLE: | don't know what the --

MR IVANM IVAN I'mtrying to get to
t he point of what the inpact of that dollar would do to
our communities, the human factor and, of course, the
natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection. And
I f you woul d consider consultation ongoing as you are
doing now, in ny opinion, consult with the tribes as nuch
as you can, allow themthe opportunity to input in your
systeminto the environnental inpact. W were not able to
at that tine get a resolution passed through the regional
associ ati on when we asked for the tribes to be on the

table as the rest of themso that we can be represented.
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And we are going to do the best we can in this process to
put as much recommendations or information, pro or con,
into -- to let you know

One of the concerns that we have, and | hope --

and it was alluded to by M. WIllians -- we serve on the
sane council here in Akiak -- is the human i npact that,
-- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a |ot of

dol I ar around, what usually cones with it is al cohol and
possi bly drugs, and that's potential. That's what we are
tal king about. If the U S. Departnent of Justice or
soneone could be ready to provide support to |ocal
enforcenent -- community enforcenent to hel p them cope
wth this on the way, that should be considered in our --
I N our opinion.

It's such a big project, it's going to have a
pretty heavy human inpact. The biggest concern that we
have, protect the salnon, mainly the fish and the wldlife
on the land. That dollar value of fish and wildlife, |
couldn't put a dollar anount. For thousands of years that
kept us alive. W would Iike to see it another thousand
years ahead of us to continue. Please put in as nuch
protection as possible in all these plans as best as you
can. It's -- |1 can't fathomthe anmount of inpact it wll
have on us. It's not going to be small.

The bi ggest concern our people have is pl ease
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ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the naxi num
anount -- maxi num possi ble and the human inpact it would
have on small conmunities.

That's basically nmy comments. And ny question
is: As you said, this is your first tinme here. Are we --
can we expect other sessions like this in the future so we
coul d be sure what comments we nmake woul d be consi der ed?

MR. KUHLE: To answer your question, we
w |l be back after the draft EI'S has been prepared, which
I's expected to be August 2014. W will have anot her round
of public neetings. And the draft EIS will al so address
all the comments that are nade. So that would be a way to
see how your comments have been addressed. And also you
nment i oned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tri bal
consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or nyself
and, you know, express your concerns. O you can contact
us for other -- anytine you want you can contact us for
gover nnent -t o- gover nnent consultation. So | encourage you
to do that. And again, through March 29th is the scoping
period. So feel free to call nme or Ananda. W will be
glad to discuss it. If you would like to have a
tel econference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in
and see us.

MR IVAN M |IVAN. One other question that

| have is: The Indian Health Service that provides health
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service to Native communities |like us here is, | believe,
contracted by Al aska Native Tribal Health Consortium if
"' mnot m staken; that they al so be invited to make
comments in the health issues for our people. That's all.

It's just to be careful along the way as best as hunmanly

possi bl e.

MR. KUHLE: All right. Thank you.

MR IVANM IVAN. That's all | have. | f
you have questions, I'll try and answer them

MR KUHLE: | would be glad to speak with
you. | don't have any specific questions right now
Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: So |let nme nention again
that there is the coorment sheets at the back to provide
comments, any kind of witten comments if you would |ike.
And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.
These are self-mailing. You fold themover, put a stanp
and there they go. But it also has the website for the
Donlin Gold EIS Project. So a lot of information.

Sonebody asked about the water bal ance plan, and
that plan is actually on the website. |It's the proposed
engi neering for water balance, but if you would like to
|l ook into it in nore detail on some of these things, this
website woul d have additional background information. So

the comment forms could help you find the website address.
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And we woul d | ook forward to having people |l earn nore and
nore about it.
So then the next person to speak was Dem an

Sigler. And | know Dem an spoke earlier, but we wel cone
nor e.

MR. DEM AN SIG.LER. Dem an Sigler from
Aki ak. | wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going
to open. Seens like this is the first operation of
hopeful |y not many. Because |'ve seen that greed of, you
know, not just Donlin. Like United States, they -- they
hunger mnerals, all kinds of mnerals. |Is this going to
open the doors for other conpanies to start sayi ng Al aska
has a | ot of resources? And are you, |like, going to be
the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in
our roons saying that we will support you, but we are
going to take away fromthe land? 1|s the greed going to
stop sonepl ace of wanting to take, take, take? And should
we stop this process before we are over our heads and we
can't stop it? Because | hear a | ot of concerns about our
habitat. | also have that feeling of econom c greed, that
we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wonderi ng
how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin
Creek gets accepted. Thank you.

MR. KUHLE: Thank you.

MR. BRELSFORD: So Brenda Lanont perhaps
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wanted to testify. There is a check in the box. Brenda?
And | think we want to nake sure anybody el se who has
comment s woul d be wel cone to provide those comments. |
bel i eve Sam George is ready to offer sone additional
conment s.

MR SAM CGEORGE: Yeah, | want to -- | was
hopi ng the rest of the crew would cone down. | don't know
what happened to them But | want to comment on the --
first | want to thank the Akiak Native Comrunity for
hosting the -- the neeting here. And | want to wel conme
the Arny Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew
here to this scoping neeting.

Ever since the Donlin Creek issue cane about,
you know, one of the nmjor concerns that | have is the --
the barge traffic. And as | stated earlier, you know, the
water level is always different each year. And sone years
we have a very low water level. And like | stated
earlier, |'ve seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they
are using backhoes to pull thenselves up. And those
| ssues need to be addressed by the EI'S process.

And the other concern that | had was the use of
expl osi ves, you know, the use of dynamte, if they can use
t hose kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.
When they start the extraction process, |I'msure they are

going to use a |l ot of explosives during that process. And
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| think that needs to be addressed.

The other area is the snow | evel that we have
each year, and the process that -- you know, when the
mel ti ng process goes through, we have a | ot of water that,
you know, overflows. And that needs to be addressed by
this process. And | know when you had the presentation, |
think my -- the process was |ike 59,000 tons a day for
processi ng.

And the other concern, | know when | went
t hrough the comment by our council president, he was
tal king about the fault lines. And this is the fault |ine
that goes from-- that covers that area as far as |iKke
eart hquakes are concerned. | think those need to be
addressed by the process.

The other is wetland restoration. | know
sonetine ago, Mary fromDonlin Creek mentioned that --
that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or mnerals
have to set aside nonies for wetlands restoration. And I
think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engi neers.
And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our
wetl ands to their natural states, | think that should be
addr essed, al so.

And one other concern is the -- the George River
I's the spawning area for the king salnon. And I know we

have over the years -- you know, we are seeing |ess king
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sal non going up. And | think that needs to be | ooked into
very seriously by U S. Fish & WIldlife Service and the
Fish & Gane departnments. And | ooking at the seasonal
i npacts, you know, we have various weather patterns. W
have -- like during the winter we have high w nds.
Sumrerti ne we al so have hi gh w nds and conti nuous
rainfalls. You know, those need to be addressed.

And the other alternative to barging, |I think --
you know, | don't know. |It's probably too |ate, but I
know I nmentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road
alternate that m ght be considered maybe fromthe nouth of
the river to the mne site to bring some -- you know,
the -- like freight and fuel. | think that could be
|l ess -- there would be less inpact to the river if there
was a road. And I'msure -- |I'msure one of the ideas
that | had was if the -- alongside of the river nost of

the land is Native corporation land. And it woul d

probably not cover -- it would probably go through Iike
part of the -- the wldlife refuge, but -- but that
alternative, | think, would have | ess environnental i npact
to like the river because of the -- the water levels are

very unpredi ctabl e because soneti nes we have hi gh water
| evel s and we have a |l ot of erosion that we are facing
ri ght now.

And the last proposal, | think -- | know I've
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heard about this from Calista, but I don't knowif it's
really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do
environnental restoration which would be controlled by the
tribes, the State, the federal governnent to restore
habitat, like if -- if there is -- if there is a disaster
caused by the mne, | think this fund would be to restore
fisheries, wetlands. You can do a lot of things to, you
know, try and restore the -- like wldlife habitat,
fisheries habitat, those sort of things. And I think --
and | know soneone nentioned that if there would be a fund
established --

| know | ooki ng over the website, in four years
they are going to extract, like, 1.5 mllion ounces of
gold a day -- | nean a year. Then after four years they
woul d go down to 1, 000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year
period the gold mine would be in operation. And | ooking
at the extraction site, it would be two mles | ong, one
mle wide and 1,500 feet deep site.

So it's a very, you know, big project. And

there is going to be a | ot of noney invol ved; you know,

billions and billions of dollars, at stake. So maybe an
escrow account -- with the absence of |ike the borough
governnent -- we have no borough governnent out here. The
escrow would be -- | know M ke nentioned that; right,

M ke? But you know, the -- and | don't know how nuch
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Calista would get out of the m ne.
You know, those issues wll probably come at a

| ater date. But | want to thank you, again, for the
opportunity to address the scoping process. And if | can,
I'"ll probably do a witten coment. But if you guys have
questions, you guys can call ne at our office at Aki achak.
And their nunber is 825-4328, the office nunber. And you
can try to get ahold of me fromthere. Thanks.

MR. BRELSFORD: Any additional comrents or
concerns?

MR. M CHAEL W LLIAMS: Yeah. | think

61

t here has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges

goi ng up and down. And just a few m | es above Akiak, they

have been beachi ng and dunpi ng gravel and changing the --
the river flow And it has caused erosion problens here
in a bad way. But beyond four or five mles above Aki ak,
that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they

need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to

be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be

very -- you know, the -- a |ot of those gravel barges have

to dunp their gravel in order to get out of the beaching
i n sone of the sal non areas above Aki ak here between here
and Tul uksak. So I think they need to be very careful

bet ween here and Tul uksak to make sure that they go

t hrough the right channels.
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MR, KUHLE: Ckay. Thank you. 1'd like to

talk to you a little bit after about that. That's

separate fromthe Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if
you will be here a little bit, 1'll talk to you afterwards
about that.

MR. BRELSFORD: Let's see if there are any
ot her comments, and we will nove towards closing in a few
m nutes. But we want to be sure we have had a chance to
| earn everything you all have to offer. WMaybe we have to
make a few thank yous to close the neeting.

MR KUHLE: GCkay. Thank you for com ng.
And agai n, we encourage you to visit our website,
donl i ngol dei s.com or contact ne directly. And we | ook
forward to your comments.

MR. BRELSFORD: And thanks to the folks
who hel ped us get the room set up, the equipnent, all of
that. We really appreciate the wel cone, and we | ook
forward to com ng back before too | ong.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 3:45 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
nmny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2013.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So folks, I think we might 



            3    get started.  If we can invite you to find seats, we might 



            4    get underway.  So thanks to everybody for coming this 



            5    afternoon.  I think we might get started with the 



            6    presentation.  But we would like to start with an 



            7    invocation.  And Mike Williams has offered to say a word 



            8    to get us started in a good way.  



            9              (Invocation offered by Michael Williams.)



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to 



           11    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 



           12    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My 



           13    name is Don Kuhle with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and 



           14    I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are 



           15    a few people with URS Alaska, which is the contractor 



           16    that's helping the Corps prepare the EIS, and they are 



           17    Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be 



           18    helping me with the presentation today, also.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I wanted to say thanks 



           20    again for joining us.  Moxie and I work on the technical 



           21    team that prepares some of the written materials to 



           22    support the Army Corps of Engineers.  I spent some years 



           23    living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillingham and traveled 



           24    a little bit out here years ago.  But it's really great to 



           25    be back and to be a part of this project.  It's very 
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            1    important for people in the region, and we want to be good 



            2    listeners and to learn from people in the region in order 



            3    to prepare a really useful environmental impact statement.  



            4              And let me ask Moxie to say a word, and then we 



            5    want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help 



            6    with translating if we need it.  



            7                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie Alexie.  



            8    Since November of last year -- beginning 2004 through 



            9    November of this last year I worked with AVCP, Inc. out of 



           10    Bethel as a realty officer, and in November, URS, when 



           11    they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS 



           12    Project, they asked me if I wanted to come to work for 



           13    them, and I did.  I accepted the offer and had to move to 



           14    Anchorage.  



           15              Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really important 



           16    to me.  I lived -- I'm originally upriver from Sleetmute, 



           17    a small village upriver from the Donlin Gold mine site, 



           18    five, six miles upriver from the old Red Devil mine.  I 



           19    have four boys, three girls.  And long after I'm gone, my 



           20    kids, my grandkids, they will be -- they will be living 



           21    off the land.  They will be living off the Kuskokwim River 



           22    for their fishing.  And so this project is really 



           23    important to me, probably one of the main reasons why I 



           24    accepted a position with URS when they offered me this job 



           25    to help the Army Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin 
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            1    Gold EIS.  



            2              But this is not my first time here in Akiak.  I 



            3    have been here many times and plan to be back.  If we need 



            4    a translator, if we need a translation, we have Catherine, 



            5    a local lady here; Catherine Williams will translate for 



            6    us if we need one.  Thank you.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This is the agenda for 



            8    today.  We have a slide to provide you with an idea of the 



            9    topics that we will be covering.  We want to talk about 



           10    the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EIS 



           11    milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic overview of 



           12    the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  And then we 



           13    will summarize a few issues as a way of inviting your 



           14    comments.  We encourage you to get involved, and we will 



           15    tell you how to do that. 



           16              Okay.  We are here because Donlin Gold has 



           17    proposed an open pit gold mine ten miles north of Crooked 



           18    Creek.  And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to 



           19    identify and analyze the potential impacts.  The Corps is 



           20    neither a proponent or an opponent of the project.  It's 



           21    Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in making 



           22    permit decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  



           23    Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS process, 



           24    and they can also help fulfill the public involvement 



           25    requirements for the National Historic Preservation Act.
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            1                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  For the record, I 



            2    don't think we need a translator, so keep going.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  This 



            4    map gives an orientation to the project area, which 



            5    extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked 



            6    Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River, and it also 



            7    includes the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area 



            8    with little development to date and no existing roads to 



            9    the region.  The proposed mine would require all new 



           10    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  All this 



           11    would be subject to permitting before it could proceed.  



           12              This map gives an idea of the logistics and the 



           13    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



           14    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west 



           15    coast ports, west coast from the Lower 48.  The fuel and 



           16    cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from 



           17    ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river 



           18    barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for 



           19    transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would 



           20    then be barged upriver and then off-loaded at a new barge 



           21    landing at Jungjuk port.  The new pipeline indicated in 



           22    yellow there would extend from Cook Inlet to bring in 



           23    natural gas for the mill.  



           24              So now we are going to turn to the EIS process, 



           25    and we will start by explaining why an EIS is prepared in 
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            1    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, 



            2    or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action 



            3    significantly affecting the quality of the human 



            4    environment.  In this case Donlin Gold has submitted an 



            5    application for permits under section 404 of the Clean 



            6    Water Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  



            7    Issuance of these permits would be a major federal action 



            8    and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts 



            9    of the proposed project.  The EIS, along with other 



           10    applicable laws and regulations, will be used by the Corps 



           11    and other agencies to make their permit decisions.  



           12              This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and 



           13    regional organizations will work together on the EIS.  We 



           14    have several cooperating agency representatives with us 



           15    today, and I'd like to invite them to introduce themselves 



           16    and say a few words about the role of their agencies in 



           17    this EIS process.  We have Jenny Blanchard from the Bureau 



           18    of Land Management.  



           19                    MS. BLANCHARD:  Hi, everybody.  My name is 



           20    Jenny Blanchard, and I'm representing the BLM.  And we are 



           21    a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is 



           22    proposing a natural gas pipeline to help power their mine, 



           23    and that would cross some BLM land, so we have to decide 



           24    whether to give them what we call a right-of-way permit, 



           25    give them permission to build a pipeline across BLM land.  
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            1    So that's why we are cooperating on this project.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have Tami 



            3    Fordham with the Environmental Protection Agency.



            4                    MS. FORDHAM:  I'll come up here.  So hi.  



            5    I'm Tami Fordham.  I work for the Environmental Protection 



            6    Agency out of the Anchorage office, and I haven't been to 



            7    Akiak before, but thank you for having us here to come and 



            8    talk with you.  I used to serve as the tribal liaison for 



            9    this region about five years ago.  Then I took another job 



           10    at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work 



           11    with tribes.  So I'm still part of the tribal program, and 



           12    I'm one of a team of people that work for EPA that are 



           13    working with the Army Corps of Engineers as a cooperating 



           14    agency.  



           15              And while EPA doesn't have any permits to issue 



           16    on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Army 



           17    Corps to develop an environmental impact statement that 



           18    addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean 



           19    air and water, oil and chemical spill planning and 



           20    response, and the National Environmental Policy Act.  We 



           21    also have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air 



           22    and water quality permits, so that's another part of it.  



           23    And we also bring special expertise.  We have a mining 



           24    team.  We also have expertise in air and water monitoring 



           25    and modeling, wetlands, geochemistry, working with tribes 
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            1    to bring in traditional knowledge into decisionmaking 



            2    processes, environmental justice and tribal consultation.  



            3    So a lot of different things that EPA is bringing to the 



            4    project.  



            5              And thank you for having us here.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  We also have Jeff 



            7    Bruno from the State of Alaska.



            8                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the 



            9    Department of Natural Resources.  My primary function on 



           10    this project is to serve as a single point contact for the 



           11    State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the 



           12    applicant.  The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.  



           13    We agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and 



           14    experience to help evaluate the proposed project.  



           15              As you will see on a slide that will come up 



           16    later, the State also has several permits that this 



           17    project would still need to apply for at a later date.  So 



           18    there is still a process for the State to do outside of 



           19    the environmental impact statement.  



           20              Additionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Social 



           21    Services is here, and I'll let her explain kind of what 



           22    her role is on this project.



           23                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  I'm Sarah 



           24    Yoder, and I work for the Alaska Department of Health and 



           25    Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact Assessment 
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            1    Program, and our role in this process is we are doing a 



            2    health impact assessment on the Donlin Gold Project.  And 



            3    part of that work will be integrated into the EIS.  So if 



            4    you have any health-related comments or questions, please 



            5    feel free to talk to me.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have two other 



            7    federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here 



            8    today.  They are the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the 



            9    Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.  



           10    We also have three tribal governments that are 



           11    participating as cooperating agencies.  They are Crooked 



           12    Creek, Chuathbaluk and Napaimute.  And the Kuskokwim River 



           13    Watershed Council is also a cooperating agency for the 



           14    EIS.  



           15              Donlin Gold Project will require many federal 



           16    permits and consultations, and this slide provides several 



           17    examples.  I'll just let you take a look at that briefly 



           18    and also mention that you can find a much more 



           19    comprehensive list of all the permits and consultations 



           20    and other requirements that can be found in the 



           21    application on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.  



           22              This slide shows the -- there are also many 



           23    permits required from the State of Alaska.  As Jeff 



           24    mentioned, there is a number of agencies involved.  And 



           25    again, since he mentioned a number of those, I'll just let 
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            1    you take a quick look at this.  And again, you can find a 



            2    much more comprehensive list on the project website.  



            3              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in 



            4    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows the six 



            5    major steps that we will be taking from now through 



            6    November 2015.  The first step in the process was the 



            7    Notice of Intent that was published in the Federal 



            8    Register on December 14th.  And that began the scoping 



            9    process, which is where we are at right now, and this 



           10    meeting is part of that.  We are having meetings, 



           11    providing information about the project, explaining the 



           12    EIS process.  And we are also asking for your comments and 



           13    any information you may have.  



           14              The information that we gather in the scoping 



           15    meetings, along with the information provided with 



           16    Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS 



           17    determines are necessary, all that information will be 



           18    used to produce the draft EIS, which is expected to be 



           19    completed about August 2014.  And the dates we are 



           20    providing here are estimates.  They could slip, but that's 



           21    our projection at this point.  



           22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have a 



           23    public review period again in which we will have another 



           24    round of meetings similar to the scoping meetings that we 



           25    are having now.  We will also have the information on the 
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            1    website, and we will be asking people to review the draft 



            2    and provide their comments.  And the information that's 



            3    gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final 



            4    EIS, which is expected to be completed around October 



            5    2015.  And then the final EIS will be used by the various 



            6    agencies in making their permit decisions.  Each agency 



            7    will prepare their own Record of Decision.  



            8              One important thing to notice on this slide is 



            9    the two gold-colored areas.  Those are the best 



           10    opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions 



           11    that you may have about the project so they can all be 



           12    included in the draft EIS.  Any information we receive by 



           13    March 29th will be included in the draft.  



           14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  The word scoping, could 



           15    you define what scoping means as far as -- 



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Scoping is just a process of 



           17    trying to determine the extent of the -- identifying the 



           18    full extent of the project and providing information about 



           19    the project and, you know, asking questions from the 



           20    public, getting their input and what their issues and 



           21    concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EIS 



           22    process.  It's really just a time period to disseminate 



           23    information and provide information about the project and 



           24    to seek any additional information that can be found and 



           25    could be used to evaluate the project.  
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            1              You are welcome to ask questions, but if you do, 



            2    we would ask that you provide your name at the beginning 



            3    of your question or your statement so that our court 



            4    recorder can have a record of it.  Yes.  



            5                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have 



            6    scholarship programs for our young generation?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm representing the Corps of 



            8    Engineers today, so I'm not the -- I don't have 



            9    information on that, no.  I mean, the Corps of Engineers 



           10    itself, I guess -- I'm not speaking in regard to the 



           11    Donlin Project, but it does have internships and other 



           12    processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could 



           13    go onto the Corp.'s website.



           14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Ivan M. Ivan, Akiak 



           15    Native Community.  I just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps 



           16    of Engineers, how it's set up.  I don't know how big it 



           17    is, but which people from the Corps -- I know they do a 



           18    lot of other stuff, work.  Which areas come out, titles, 



           19    like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps?  Not 



           20    the -- not -- I mean, not -- people that go out to these 



           21    meetings is yourself and others.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  I am a project manager.  We 



           23    have many project managers that are assigned to various 



           24    projects, and I'm the project manager for the Donlin Gold 



           25    Project EIS.  And I work in the regulatory division.  And 
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            1    the regulatory division is the division that issues the 



            2    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and 



            3    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And that's how 



            4    we are involved.



            5                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  You have other people 



            6    that you could assign or work with?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  On this project?



            8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  There are other people that 



           10    may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS 



           11    Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the EIS.  



           12    So they will be doing all the technical evaluation.  And 



           13    they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we 



           14    will use the information they develop to prepare the 



           15    Record of Decision for a permit.



           16                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.  



           17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe it would help 



           18    to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the 



           19    bottom, you are going to make a recommendation, but you 



           20    are not signing the Record of Decision.  So who are the 



           21    decisionmakers up above your level?  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  The actual 



           23    decisionmaker for this project will be the District 



           24    Engineer, which is Colonel Lestochi, who I believe you 



           25    said you had met.  
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            1                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  In Anchorage he would be the 



            3    decisionmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this 



            4    comes to the final EIS.  District Engineer is the person 



            5    that will make the permit decision for the project.



            6                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  I think we finished this 



            8    slide, so we will move on.  We talked about this a little 



            9    bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           10    information and listen to the residents in the affected 



           11    region.  We have broken this into four areas.  The first 



           12    is to provide information about the EIS milestones, which 



           13    we discussed in -- we just got done looking at the 



           14    previous slide explaining that.  



           15              The next is to share information about the 



           16    proposed project, and we will do this more in the 



           17    presentation today.  And information is also available on 



           18    the project website and in the newsletters that are being 



           19    mailed out.  The next two are to identify issues and 



           20    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process 



           21    and to identify useful information from the communities.  



           22    These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to 



           23    help us with.  We would like to know what you would like 



           24    to see addressed in the EIS, and we would like to know if 



           25    you have any information that we can use in making a good 
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            1    decision in the EIS.  



            2              This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.  



            3    The first week we started with the villages nearest the 



            4    project, and then this week we are focusing on the lower 



            5    Kuskokwim River.  In February we will be traveling to the 



            6    Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon, and in March we will 



            7    be going to the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.  



            8              This map is a little busy, but the color scheme 



            9    represents the many subregions of the project area and 



           10    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an 



           11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



           12    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in that 



           13    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was 



           14    the closest community to the project and also in Aniak, 



           15    which is a subregional hub.  So for the other subregions, 



           16    we will also have meetings in the subregional hubs.  



           17              I guess that's kind of the end of the 



           18    explanation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that 



           19    we will be going through.  So I guess we will pause here 



           20    to see if there is any other questions on the actual 



           21    process before we go into the project description.  



           22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have 



           23    you already obtained?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  How many permits?



           25                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have 
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            1    you already obtained?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware that there are 



            3    any permits other than for -- exploration activities, I'm 



            4    sure, required a number of permits.  There were permits 



            5    from the Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands 



            6    during the exploration.



            7                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have a website 



            8    that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there 



            9    is scoping and getting permits.  And is there a website 



           10    that we can go to to keep us informed?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  donlingoldeis.com.



           12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Donlin -- 



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  donlingoldeis.com.  It will be 



           14    on the last slide that we show today, too, so if you 



           15    wanted to write it down, or it will be on some of the 



           16    information on the table that you can pick up on your way 



           17    out.  It will be on there.



           18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Is there any 



           19    difficulty permit you are looking at that's really hard to 



           20    obtain?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not in the position to -- 



           22    because we are just beginning the evaluation of the 



           23    project, we are still in the scoping phase.  As we get 



           24    further on, I guess every permit from every agency has a 



           25    different process that it goes through, so I guess I can't 
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            1    really say that one is more difficult to obtain than 



            2    another.



            3                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have any really 



            4    big opposing fundamentalist groups in Alaska that are 



            5    objecting to -- to the project?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will know more 



            7    about that when we finish the scoping phase.  I guess we 



            8    have had a large number of concerns expressed so far, but 



            9    I guess I can't say that there is -- I'm not prepared to 



           10    say that there is any particular organization opposed to 



           11    it.



           12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  All right.  Thank you.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So these are very helpful 



           14    questions from our friends.  Let me underscore one or two 



           15    things about the EIS.  Let's remember that Don leads the 



           16    Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by 



           17    Donlin, and this EIS is going to take three years to reach 



           18    answers about the environmental protection and whether it 



           19    is adequate.  That's our job over the next three years.  



           20    We are just starting.  



           21              And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the 



           22    scoping stage, we want to be sure none of the communities 



           23    would be surprised about this, that everybody understands 



           24    there are some permit applications.  Donlin has gone to 



           25    the Army Corps and to the State of Alaska to ask for 
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            1    permits, but until those permits are fully evaluated, 



            2    nothing happens.  This is the evaluation stage.  This is 



            3    the EIS.  It's going to take a while.  It's going to take 



            4    three years at least, and we are just beginning that now 



            5    with the public conversation.  You guys are helping us to 



            6    know what issues are important in your eyes to be sure we 



            7    can address those in the EIS.  



            8              And then one more thing about public 



            9    involvement.  Don had that diagram with circles, two gold 



           10    circles.  Scoping right now where you help set the agenda 



           11    for the EIS, that's the first really important step for 



           12    the public.  But then there was another gold circle.  



           13    Moxie and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on 



           14    the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that 



           15    technical document, but then we come back to all of the 



           16    communities and ask you to look at it, also.  Look at it 



           17    carefully and make sure we didn't miss something, that 



           18    what we say is understandable, it seems clear and 



           19    thorough, that the evaluation is complete.  So the public 



           20    meetings on the draft EIS would be another really 



           21    important opportunity for the communities to help us get 



           22    this evaluation right.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



           24    move on?  



           25              We will move now to a summary of the mining 
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            1    project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold 



            2    is a 50/50 partnership between two large international 



            3    mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  The Donlin 



            4    Gold deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska 



            5    Native corporations.  Calista Corporation is the 



            6    subsurface owner and Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface 



            7    owner.  It's a very large project.  It's expected to 



            8    produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a 



            9    mining life of 27 and a half years, and there will be -- 



           10    during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of 



           11    ore each day.  



           12              It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would 



           13    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



           14    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK 



           15    Delta.  



           16              This area is home to some 66 communities that 



           17    could be affected by the project.  For many communities 



           18    the project might affect lands and resources that are used 



           19    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This 



           20    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements 



           21    with many permits and many agencies involved.  



           22              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 



           23    the timeline from exploration through closure.  Donlin has 



           24    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 



           25    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.  
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            1    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the 



            2    first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.  



            3    And at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies 



            4    will decide to issue or to deny the permits.  If the 



            5    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with 



            6    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27 



            7    and a half years of operations.  



            8              At the conclusion of the active life of the 



            9    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and 



           10    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill 



           11    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste 



           12    treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.  



           13    The land would be recontoured and native vegetation would 



           14    be planted.  



           15              Okay.  We will go now to the major components of 



           16    the project, starting with the pipeline and the power 



           17    plant.  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports 



           18    like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold 



           19    and will not generate heat.  Where it crosses major 



           20    rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the 



           21    riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as 



           22    shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  This 



           23    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



           24    three forks of the George River, as well as several other 



           25    crossings.  
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            1              The image of the block valve on the right side 



            2    shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off, 



            3    so it would not block access to subsistence use areas.  



            4    The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years to 



            5    provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance by 



            6    Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create a 



            7    road along the right-of-way.  The design would allow 



            8    access, but after construction there will be no improved 



            9    access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.  



           10              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



           11    at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet.  It would cross 



           12    the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the 



           13    foothills of the Alaska Range and into the Kuskokwim River 



           14    Valley and then continue west to the mine site near 



           15    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent 



           16    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native 



           17    corporation lands.  



           18              Note the blue segment in the middle of the slide 



           19    there.  That's an alternate pipeline corridor that would 



           20    avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would 



           21    separate from the originally proposed route at milepost 



           22    105 and rejoin the primary alignment at milepost 150.  



           23    Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this 



           24    alternative is under consideration, and it will be 



           25    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming 
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            1    summer.  



            2              This slide shows the project components at the 



            3    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.  



            4    Number one is the open pit that would eventually cover 



            5    1,400 acres.  And it will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide 



            6    and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a 



            7    half years of mining.  



            8              The tailings impoundment, which is technically 



            9    referred to as a waste treatment facility, which is number 



           10    two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half 



           11    square miles.  The tailings refer to the powder-like 



           12    material that is left after the gold has been removed from 



           13    the mill.  Number three is a waste rock facility which 



           14    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the 



           15    rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore.  These 



           16    major facilities support the mill and could process 59,000 



           17    tons of ore per day.  



           18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Which way is Donlin -- 



           19    Crooked Creek on that, do you know?  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  It's running down this way 



           21    [indicating], I believe.  



           22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Okay.  Now, would we 



           23    be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to 



           24    see it from the river?  No?  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  From the Kuskokwim River?
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            1                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Yeah.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe so.  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's ten miles -- 



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  It's ten miles north of 



            5    Crooked Creek, so it's --



            6              This is an overview of the major transportation 



            7    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port 



            8    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to 



            9    the river barges.  And then after the barges went up the 



           10    river, there would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk for 



           11    off-loading the fuel and the cargo.  From there, there 



           12    would be a 30-mile road, a new road to the mine site.  And 



           13    also near the mine site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.  



           14    And also near the mine site would be a new 



           15    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.  



           16              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



           17    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



           18    1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres.  The Donlin Gold 



           19    Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim 



           20    River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  The fuel 



           21    barges would be double-hulled, and the navigation season 



           22    would average 110 days per year with about three barge 



           23    tows passing per day, meaning that if you were standing 



           24    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to 



           25    see three barges per day.  It could be two up and one down 
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            1    or one up and two down, but it would be on average three 



            2    barge tows per day.  And each tow would be pushing four 



            3    barges.  



            4              There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per 



            5    season and 58 fuel barge tows per season.  The cargo 



            6    barges would carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would 



            7    carry 173,000 gallons each.  And the shipping season, the 



            8    barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would 



            9    be pretty much the same both during construction and 



           10    during the operations of the project.  



           11                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR [ph]:  I have a 



           12    question.  Have you done an aerial study whether or not if 



           13    the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel 



           14    and what have you is erosion free?  I mean, some areas 



           15    where in -- because I do know the Kuskokwim region has 



           16    erosion problems.  Is this area where you are making this 



           17    impact, would it be safe for it to be built without 



           18    erosion in the future to be a danger?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  That's one of the purposes of 



           20    our EIS process is to evaluate that.  We will look at the 



           21    proposed project, and there will be studies done.  And you 



           22    know, we will take the information, the studies that, you 



           23    know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are 



           24    necessary we will do those, and all of that information 



           25    will be used to prepare the draft EIS.  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Can I ask your name for 



            2    the court reporter?  



            3                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR:  My name is Leonard.  



            4    I'm with Kwethluk Real Estate.  



            5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Leonard's question 



            6    helps us remember that Donlin has proposed some 



            7    engineering design, and they have done some studies about 



            8    ice passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwim River, and 



            9    they believe this is a safe place.  But the purpose of the 



           10    EIS is to evaluate, to look again at the engineering 



           11    design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to 



           12    confirm that the design would be safe and would avoid any 



           13    damage, any risk of fuel loss from the storage area.  



           14                    MS. PANQALQALRIA IVAN:  Last fall there 



           15    was a barge around Kwethluk area that went in the water.  



           16    Will your barges be newly bought or will they be 



           17    secondhand?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Will the barges be new or 



           19    secondhand?  You know, that's -- the barges, I'm sure, 



           20    will be up to Coast Guard standards.  You know, we will 



           21    make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans 



           22    that have been identified, but I -- you know, I don't know 



           23    that new or used barges -- you know, that's not something 



           24    we look at.  We will look to make sure that there is plans 



           25    in place for assuring safe operations.  
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            1                    MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND:  Gloria Cleveland, 



            2    member of Akiak Native Community.  Will the pipeline be 



            3    monitored?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline, yes, I'm sure it 



            5    will be monitored.  They have -- trying to think of the -- 



            6    stations every 20 miles.  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It has pressure monitoring 



            8    and then valves every 20 miles.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  And they will have a pigging 



           10    station which will run through the pipe to, you know, 



           11    check to make sure it's in good condition.  I'm not sure 



           12    of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating 



           13    agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 



           14    Administration, and they will be responsible for ensuring 



           15    the safety of the pipeline.  



           16                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Sam George, Akiak 



           17    Community Council.  On the barges, there is the question 



           18    of the ownership of the barges that will be used for 



           19    transporting the cargo.  I think it's very important to 



           20    note that they should have, like, the one that -- that 



           21    sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old 



           22    barge.  And I think you guys should make a note that 



           23    whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly 



           24    new barges.  



           25              And the other concern is the -- the water levels 
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            1    of the Kuskokwim, it varies yearly.  Sometimes it's low.  



            2    And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, like 



            3    below Kalskag, I have seen a barge that was stuck up there 



            4    and they -- they had to use -- I forget what kind 



            5    of equipment they had in the front of the barges, and I 



            6    was afraid they were hitting the river bottom to keep them 



            7    where they were going.  I think those need to be 



            8    identified in the EIS process.  



            9              And because we depend on the fish, I think 



           10    that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns 



           11    that I have is the traffic that's going to be as a result 



           12    of this project.  And we -- and the fish that we gather, 



           13    we have people that fish at various parts of the day or 



           14    night or whatever [inaudible].  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  We will have those comments in 



           16    the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in 



           17    the draft EIS.  Thank you.  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is another 



           19    question over here, Don.  Is there another question?  No.  



           20                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  My name is David 



           21    Gilila, Sr.  The first question is in reference to the 



           22    natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to 



           23    the Donlin there.  Some years ago, two or three years ago, 



           24    the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural 



           25    gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of 
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            1    the meetings, there was an individual that reported there 



            2    was a depletion of the natural gas in that area.  My 



            3    question would be:  How -- in the event that there isn't 



            4    enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek -- 



            5    if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching 



            6    that line when -- when it might not be used for the length 



            7    of that mine?  That's my first question there.  



            8              The next one is in reference to air quality and 



            9    diesel emission.  I know there is going to be one plant.  



           10    I know there is going to be multiple burning and 



           11    [indecipherable].  How much of that -- I don't know if 



           12    there was any done in reference to the mines down in the 



           13    Lower 48 that are operating now in reference to air 



           14    quality.  You know, anything that comes out of the chimney 



           15    goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other 



           16    areas away from the mining project.  It can reach all the 



           17    way down to the coast.  It depends on how strong the wind 



           18    is.  



           19              In reference to that, at one point in time 



           20    the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in 



           21    Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that 



           22    dropped up into the Arctic area.  In reference to that, my 



           23    question is going to be how -- how much of that emissions 



           24    coming out of that -- them chimneys, what the amount would 



           25    be in reference to chemicals that is detrimental to the 
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            1    environment outside of the proposed mine area?  



            2              The other one is right now the barges that come 



            3    up the river are deteriorating private lands with the 



            4    route of the barges.  I know there is three that I can 



            5    identify.  One is above Kwethluk.  When they turn, they 



            6    literally -- I don't know what the word would be, but they 



            7    touch the bank when they are turning, and those props, 



            8    they raise a lot of turbulence behind them.  And as a 



            9    result, there is an erosion problem above Kwethluk, which 



           10    is private land.  That would be another question.  If -- 



           11    looking at the estimated transportation of them barges, I 



           12    know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in 



           13    that area.  



           14              Another one is just above it where that bends, 



           15    what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to 



           16    the Kuskokwim, even there the barges are doing the same 



           17    thing and creating a little island between the main 



           18    Kuskokwim that goes over to the right side of the river 



           19    that goes out to the main river that goes over towards 



           20    Akiachak.  That area is -- if -- if I'm not mistaken, 



           21    maybe ten years from now, maybe not -- might not happen -- 



           22    that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are 



           23    concerned.  You might be able to take a skiff through 



           24    there, through the bank of that river there.  



           25              So in reference to the mine itself, there is a 
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            1    mention here in reference to surface water diverting.  My 



            2    question in reference to that:  How are they diverting 



            3    these little creeks here?  Are they creating natural -- 



            4    not natural -- manmade dams on the headwaters of these 



            5    creeks?  And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that 



            6    goes over to -- goes to the mine there, and there is 



            7    tributaries that are going out through that main creek 



            8    there, are they damning those?  And the same question, are 



            9    they creating manmade ponds?  



           10              Groundwater consumption, what kind of 



           11    groundwater are they talking about?  Are they talking 



           12    about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to 



           13    use it, or what?  What kind of consumption?  Is it for 



           14    human consumption?



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will talk a little 



           16    bit about that later on.  If you are wanting me -- you 



           17    want me to -- I guess I could try to answer some of your 



           18    questions now, but the list is getting kind of long.  Are 



           19    you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a 



           20    response at this point?



           21                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  These are the 



           22    questions that I am asking.  Hopefully anybody that is 



           23    with the scoping group here would be able to answer.  



           24    Other than that, maybe on the second round, maybe somebody 



           25    would be able to send us these questions to the point 
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            1    where maybe we could understand.  And you are talking 



            2    about mine dewatering.  What exactly -- so you will be 



            3    covering what -- these three in reference to water, then, 



            4    huh?  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  We will just briefly explain 



            6    what -- some of the issues we anticipate.  It's good -- 



            7    these are all questions that are good to bring up to make 



            8    sure they are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your 



            9    comments on the barges and the erosion.  And you are 



           10    mentioning some very specific information there, and 



           11    that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.  



           12              So you know, your comments that you have made so 



           13    far have been recorded, but if you have any more specific 



           14    information like that, you know, I would encourage you -- 



           15    you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead 



           16    and submit that either through one of our questionnaires 



           17    or through the website.  You can either e-mail it or mail 



           18    it to us, or you can call me.  I'll have my phone number 



           19    on here, and I can help you get that information to us.  



           20              But those are the types of things that we are 



           21    looking for is the specific information.  You know, you 



           22    mentioned the pipeline, air emissions and the surface 



           23    water diversion.  A lot of that information is already 



           24    available on the website.  There is what is -- you know, 



           25    as URS goes through, you know, they are looking at the 
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            1    information and the studies that Donlin has already done, 



            2    and they will determine what additional work or studies or 



            3    information is necessary.  And as part of the EIS process, 



            4    they will gather that information and it will go into the 



            5    draft EIS which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when 



            6    we expect that to be completed.  



            7              So it's good that you get your questions and 



            8    concerns to us now because anything you mention today in 



            9    the scoping meeting or submit to us before March 29th will 



           10    be addressed in the EIS.  So as I said in advance, you 



           11    have asked a number of questions here.  I think a lot of 



           12    that information, you know, has been -- you know, there 



           13    has been work and studies done in those regards already, 



           14    and there is additional work that will be done.  So you 



           15    know, I just kind of wanted to make that point.  If you 



           16    have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we 



           17    will go on here.  We have -- in fact, after the next slide 



           18    I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any other 



           19    questions.  Maybe we will do that.



           20                    MS. FORDHAM:  And Don -- David, you 



           21    mentioned a very specific slough, and I don't know if Mary 



           22    captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want 



           23    to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the 



           24    analysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get 



           25    that name correct.
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            1                    MR. KURT FARN:  Kurt Farn, Akiak.  Even if 



            2    the pipeline of natural gas goes through, you are still 



            3    going to need that much fuel to run that operation?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  The fuel is mostly for diesel 



            5    fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the large 



            6    shovels and trucks that will haul the -- you know, the 



            7    rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mill 



            8    and the waste rock and just moving all the material 



            9    around.  That's -- there is lots of equipment that, you 



           10    know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they -- 



           11    you know, natural gas, I believe, is more economical, so 



           12    they'll use that as much as they can.



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the natural gas is used 



           14    to run the electrical generator, and much of the 



           15    machinery, especially in the mill, is run by electricity.  



           16    So that's what that big natural gas generator is for.  But 



           17    the mobile trucks, the big equipment, still runs on 



           18    diesel.  So both energy sources are needed for the 



           19    operation of the mine.



           20                    MR. KURT FARN:  That's quite a bit.  If 



           21    the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard 



           22    to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.  



           23    You would be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go 



           24    through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be 



           25    able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because 
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            1    that plant runs off gas.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for your 



            3    comment.  



            4                    MS. FORDHAM:  The comment about 



            5    alternatives -- 



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, that's good.  We will be 



            7    evaluating the various alternatives, you know, the 



            8    pipeline as part of -- I guess we haven't identified all 



            9    the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel will be 



           10    evaluated in the various alternatives.  



           11              Okay.  This slide shows the construction camp, 



           12    which would have 2,500 beds during the construction 



           13    period, and it would support a construction workforce of 



           14    up to 3,000 jobs.  And this includes some smaller remote 



           15    camps for pipeline construction.  The permanent camp would 



           16    have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 



           17    employees working shifts, meaning that only about half of 



           18    the total workforce would be on site at any given time.  



           19              So we were planning at this point to pause and 



           20    see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from 



           21    Moxie or Vernon regarding the translation.  Do we need to 



           22    do that?  I think everybody seems to understand pretty 



           23    well.  So we will move on.  And I'll have one more chance 



           24    for questions on the parts of the project or the project 



           25    itself before we move on to some of the issues that we 
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            1    expect to review.  



            2              If there is no questions -- yes.  



            3                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Are you 



            4    starting the comment period now or taking testimonies 



            5    right now?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  We will do that -- I 



            7    mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with 



            8    the slides.  



            9                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Thank you.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move on now to 



           11    several slides of examples of issues and concerns that we 



           12    expect to evaluate.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the 



           13    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  And 



           14    one major area of concern is water resources.  The project 



           15    is designed to have no discharge of mine-contacted water 



           16    away from the mine site, but there can still be concerns, 



           17    and some examples are noted on this slide.  



           18              Streams and other surface waters would be 



           19    diverted away from and around the mining activities in 



           20    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.  



           21    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining 



           22    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.  



           23    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower 



           24    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby 



           25    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, 
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            1    could generate acid or leach minerals, and therefore waste 



            2    rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully 



            3    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine 



            4    site.  



            5              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



            6    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several 



            7    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



            8    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust 



            9    create by removing and processing the overburden waste 



           10    rock and the ore.  



           11              Climate change is a growing concern and would 



           12    need to be considered because large amounts of 



           13    hydrocarbons will be burned during mining.  Mercury will 



           14    be looked at in several areas.  Naturally occurring 



           15    mercury or fugitive mercury could be released by exposing 



           16    it during mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur 



           17    during the milling process, and any mercury co-product 



           18    would require careful storage and transport.  Also, given 



           19    the large amounts of fuel and hazardous materials 



           20    involved, safe operating procedures and good response 



           21    plans will be crucial to preventing spills.  



           22              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands 



           23    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



           24    subsistence, and fish and land uses.  The proposed project 



           25    would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this, 
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            1    approximately 10,000 acres would be at the mine site and 



            2    the related infrastructure.  6,000 acres would be along 



            3    the proposed pipeline.  These areas would be impacted by 



            4    excavating, filling, vegetation removal or other 



            5    disturbances.  6,900 acres of the total 16,000 would be 



            6    wetlands.  



            7              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or 



            8    reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and 



            9    there would also be a direct disturbance of individual 



           10    animals in the area.  



           11              Barge traffic we have talked about already.  



           12    There would be a substantial increase in traffic.  And 



           13    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by 



           14    the loss of land to development.  



           15              Here are some more examples of issues and 



           16    concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 



           17    cultural resources, and recreation.  Community life 



           18    during -- during construction there would be a huge new 



           19    workforce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400 



           20    permanent employees, so this would bring new employment 



           21    and income, but it would also have many effects on 



           22    community life and human health.  And cultural resources, 



           23    both historical and archeological sites, that exist in the 



           24    area might be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and 



           25    traditional and cultural properties could also be 
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            1    affected.  And recreation and visual resources, including 



            2    the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by 



            3    new structures and mining operations.  



            4              So to conclude, we know that this proposed 



            5    project and land and resources are important to you, and 



            6    we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to 



            7    get involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing the 



            8    most important thing by being here and participating in a 



            9    scoping meeting.  You can find additional information on 



           10    the project on the donlingoldeis.com website, and you can 



           11    also submit a comment form there.  You can contact me 



           12    directly if you have any concerns.  That's my direct phone 



           13    line, (907) 753-2780.  And my e-mail address is there, as 



           14    well.  



           15              For tribal matters, you can contact Amanda 



           16    Shearer.  She's the Corps of Engineers tribal liaison, and 



           17    that's her direct phone number and her e-mail address.  



           18    Tribal governments also, in addition to participating in 



           19    the EIS process, can participate in 



           20    government-to-government consultation.  If you would like 



           21    to do that, you can contact either Amanda or myself.  



           22    Amanda is, as I said, our tribal liaison.  



           23              So we would like to hear your questions and 



           24    comments.  And we put up here some ideas to show you the 



           25    type of scoping comments that we are looking for.  We are 
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            1    looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed 



            2    in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and 



            3    effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you 



            4    may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out 



            5    about any important information available in your 



            6    community.  And if you do have any written comments -- 



            7    I'll open it up for testimony here and any other questions 



            8    you may have.  



            9              If you do have any written comments, we ask that 



           10    you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make 



           11    sure that they are fully recorded.  



           12                    MR. GEORGE GUY:  Can I start off?  Because 



           13    we have a plane to catch.  My name is George Guy.  I'm the 



           14    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  But I have 



           15    written testimony to make on the proposed mine.  And I do 



           16    thank you, Mr. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comment 



           17    on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environmental impact 



           18    statement.  



           19              For the record, my name is George Guy.  I'm the 



           20    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  I'm also on 



           21    the board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which I 



           22    must remain neutral on this project.  But today I'm 



           23    speaking on behalf of Kwethluk, Incorporated.  Like many 



           24    other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokwim 



           25    Region, we are mainly Yup'ik Eskimo language speaking 
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            1    Alaska residents and basically live a subsistence, 



            2    fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for 



            3    cash scarce area.  Commercial fisheries and other seasonal 



            4    or odd jobs supplement this lifestyle.  Salmon is our main 



            5    staple food, a renewable resource.  



            6              In behalf of the shareholders of Kwethluk, 



            7    Incorporated and the residents, I would like to comment on 



            8    the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  Based on our 



            9    historically traditional and customary subsistence, 



           10    hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and 



           11    primarily on the barge traffic.  As Mr. David Gilila 



           12    indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our 



           13    lands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwim River.  



           14              Basically when the Kuskokwim River is full of 



           15    salmon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short 



           16    span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our 



           17    renewable resources, the salmon might be affected by the 



           18    barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets 



           19    that we utilize to harvest salmon.  And that will impact 



           20    our people, our salmon, and our eroding lands through the 



           21    barge traffic community from the mouth of the Kuskokwim 



           22    River all the way up to the proposed mine site.  It takes 



           23    a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our 



           24    renewable resources to implement our needs.  



           25              Some of the potential damages that might occur, 
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            1    barges might collide with boats, nets.  And as nowadays we 



            2    are under combat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the 



            3    codes and regulations that we have to abide by, and there 



            4    is limited openings and closures of fishing of all the 



            5    salmon species migrating up and down the Kuskokwim River.  



            6    Salmon fish, jacks and mature salmon and the erosion of 



            7    the river banks by the barges.  Make sure that the 



            8    proposed project is done in an environmentally sound and 



            9    safe way.  



           10              And in closing, on behalf of the shareholders of 



           11    Kwethluk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, I 



           12    thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this 



           13    project that will have a long-term effect if it becomes a 



           14    reality.  Thank you.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you for your comments.  



           16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We asked folks to sign if 



           17    they wanted to testify.  So maybe we will go to the list, 



           18    but I think this was a good point.  If anybody has to 



           19    leave early, maybe we want to make room for them to go 



           20    early.  Mike, you are signed up first on the list, but 



           21    let's be sure if anybody else has a plane soon, that they 



           22    have an opportunity to speak before we wrap up.



           23                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  I have to catch my 



           24    dog team.  



           25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  If anybody has a dog team 
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            1    to catch before they have to go.  So Mike Williams will be 



            2    the first person.  So let's hear your comments.



            3                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Hello.  My name is 



            4    Michael Williams.  I am one of the members of the Akiak 



            5    Native Community IRA Council for a long time and also a 



            6    subsistence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog musher here 



            7    in Akiak for a long time, ever since I can remember.  You 



            8    know, after I went to boarding school, along with Moxie 



            9    here -- or Moxie is older than me, so he graduated earlier 



           10    than me from the same school in Oregon.  



           11              But anyway, I wanted to make comments on the 



           12    Donlin Gold Project.  You know, ever since there was a 



           13    thought for a gold mine up in Crooked Creek, you know, we 



           14    were very concerned about the river and the impacts that 



           15    it may have on our people and the Kuskokwim River, 



           16    although the economic opportunities, the jobs, and we 



           17    understand that.  And when we raise concerns, it -- we 



           18    were thought of being against a gold mine, and we were 



           19    not.  We were concerned about the mercury emissions, 



           20    mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring 



           21    because mercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in 



           22    the rocks and hills.  And when you disturb the land, then 



           23    it happens.  But that was our concern, that it may affect 



           24    our salmon.  We depend on salmon for our subsistence way 



           25    of life.  
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            1              And in turn, our concern was the impact on 



            2    health because the status of our Native health is -- you 



            3    know, we have highest rates of cancer deaths and we have 



            4    highest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates 



            5    of health-related deaths.  And our health status is very, 



            6    very challenging right now.  And I think with the impact 



            7    also on housing was a concern, as well, because a lot of 



            8    our people don't have enough housing.  And with the influx 



            9    of people, then housing, need for housing will also impact 



           10    us.  So coupled with the increase of people here, an 



           11    increase of possible sexually transmitted diseases, 



           12    alcohol, drugs that are being brought in from the outside 



           13    when there is cash influx and when people have influx of 



           14    economic development.  Those things that we see were very 



           15    concerning to us.  



           16              We want to protect our languages, our cultures 



           17    here because -- because of the impact for 30 years, it's 



           18    going to have the biggest impact in the history of our 



           19    region.  You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak, 



           20    NYAC mine, and we had -- the government had brought in 



           21    laplanders across there in Akiak, but we seemed to have 



           22    protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and 



           23    strong; but nevertheless, we were impacted by diseases 



           24    that were brought in from the outside, and there were 



           25    great deaths.  You know, there was massive deaths.  And 
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            1    there was a hospital here, and a lot of people came from 



            2    all over the region to be treated here.  But a lot of them 



            3    died and we buried them here.  They couldn't have no -- 



            4    they didn't have the capacity to go back.  



            5              But in terms of human health, we have to make 



            6    sure that we do an assessment on health impacts or health 



            7    status of the community, alcohol, physical health, 



            8    emotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we 



            9    have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an 



           10    impact in diminishing the status of our health, but to 



           11    increase the status, health status of our people 



           12    physically, emotionally, mentally, et cetera.  So I just 



           13    wanted to make sure that health impact assessments are 



           14    done and in a way that we will increase human health 



           15    instead of decreasing impacts on human health.  



           16              Again, our subsistence way of life must be 



           17    protected.  Our salmon must be protected, making sure that 



           18    we continue our way of life.  I know the salmon are being 



           19    impacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to 



           20    maintain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our 



           21    livelihood, despite, you know, if mining goes, then do 



           22    everything we can to protect our water resource.  We 



           23    depend on water and clean water, and without that water, 



           24    we are dead.  



           25              But I think those are, in my mind, the impacts 
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            1    on health, impacts on our subsistence resources, and the 



            2    issue of the erosion.  If we could have -- you know, our 



            3    erosion in Akiak was impacted this past spring by -- this 



            4    past summer by high winds and storms, and we lost about 



            5    200 feet already.  And the Army Corps of Engineers' 



            6    projections were exceeded this past summer.  So we lost 



            7    about 200 feet of land for erosion.  And with that 



            8    increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger 



            9    impact on our community.  So I think erosion protection on 



           10    our villages would be helpful.  With two and a half, three 



           11    barges a day increased, it's going to have a major impact.  



           12    And I agree with David Gilila who made that earlier 



           13    statement on some of the impacts that he identified.  



           14              But again, I think if Donlin Creek is going to 



           15    be developed, the tribal governments must be on the table.  



           16    Our ways must be protected, and our ways of life must be 



           17    protected instead of damaged.  And I think it can be 



           18    developed in a way that all the protections can be there.  



           19              But those are my comments.  And I will make 



           20    written comments on your website, whichever.  But I just 



           21    wanted to make those -- point those potential impacts to 



           22    our communities.  And hopefully that our people, our young 



           23    people will be -- if it is developed, if the mine is 



           24    developed, that the job opportunities are realized by our 



           25    young people with -- you know, with training and 
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            1    educational opportunities that go along with it.  But 



            2    we -- but we -- we must be prepared post the mining life, 



            3    and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik 



            4    people that we have survived over thousands of years here.  



            5    And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC mine 



            6    and other economic opportunities here, and we need to keep 



            7    that in kind.  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  David Gilila is next on 



           10    the list.  I don't know if there are additional comments, 



           11    if David is still with us.  Catherine Williams.  Nikolai 



           12    Alexie.  



           13                    MR. NIKOLAI ALEXIE:  Thank you.  My name 



           14    is Nikolai Alexie.  I'm from Kwethluk.  I just have mostly 



           15    questions.  So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed 



           16    to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection 



           17    of rainwater, the amount of water used daily, and the 



           18    recycled water after it's unusable?  In some years, the 



           19    natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fluctuates.  



           20    We have dry years and wet years.  



           21              If after the completion of the mine, how will 



           22    the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is 



           23    too much precipitation in one year?  All that overflowing 



           24    water, where do you think it's going?  It will go -- it 



           25    has to go somewhere.  So that's my question.  Quyana.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Next would be Nick Ayapau.  



            3                    MR. NICK AYAPAU:  My name is Nick Ayapau.  



            4    I'm from Kwethluk.  And I have two comments, I guess.  One 



            5    is regarding the erosion, which most of us talked about, 



            6    but I guess I have a question.  In aerial photos that we 



            7    can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how 



            8    the damage that it had from the barges going up and down 



            9    without, you know, the proposed three, I think it will add 



           10    more.  And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has 



           11    been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while 



           12    I have been watching it.  And it's like -- I have a fish 



           13    camp near where that is, and when we go out to the river, 



           14    we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and 



           15    I know that if that part opens up more, it's going to 



           16    affect Kwethluk.  



           17              And right now -- last year Kwethluk residents, 



           18    Kwethluk IRA Council had moved four houses to relocate 



           19    them.  And I think if we -- if the barges go up and down 



           20    that way, I think that's going to be -- and I was 



           21    wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to 



           22    relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or -- 



           23    you know, it's just a question.  



           24              But that's our concern right there.  We have -- 



           25    the reason that I'm requesting aerial photos is that when 
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            1    it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it 



            2    has to go through.  And that horseshoe is getting -- you 



            3    know, shrinking.  If it goes through that little land, you 



            4    know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and I think Kwethluk 



            5    has to relocate.  And that's -- that's our -- that's our 



            6    concern.  And we have been watching that, monitoring that 



            7    area.  



            8              And another thing, my comment was the 



            9    response -- the response time of when -- if a barge -- if 



           10    a barge, you know, leaks or whatever, because like a 



           11    fellow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, last year Faulkner 



           12    and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- something 



           13    happened when it was -- I guess it was a storm, and then 



           14    it went down, equipment and some stuff in that little 



           15    barge.  And the response -- I don't know how that response 



           16    went.  I know the City of Kwethluk and IRA Council had 



           17    called somebody from Bethel to do something about that.  



           18    And up to this date we don't have no report on what they 



           19    did.  



           20              Is that going to be the same thing if the 



           21    barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens 



           22    and it's going to affect our fish?  And we have a watering 



           23    point at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down, 



           24    and I think -- and equipment went down and something -- 



           25    the barge itself and the equipment went down.  I don't 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        50







            1    know what they did after that happened, but our water -- 



            2    our watering point is near that area.  I mean, and they -- 



            3    people have been reporting when they go get water they see 



            4    oil and diesel, and probably metal leaching, too.  And 



            5    that's what maybe Health and Social Services can look into 



            6    in that area.  



            7              So my question was, I wonder how the response 



            8    would be if something happens up, you know, where the -- 



            9    the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever 



           10    happens and then stuff came down and, you know --



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess to try to answer 



           12    your question, I guess, again, we are here for scoping to 



           13    gather comments and information.  And your comments about 



           14    the erosion and the specific information about erosion is 



           15    helpful for the studies that will be done to look at the 



           16    impacts that all this barge traffic will have on the 



           17    river.  



           18              As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard 



           19    about that before, and I don't know what the problem was 



           20    with the response on that.  But I'm sure it will be 



           21    considered as, you know, plans are, you know, developed 



           22    for, you know, dealing or how -- as we look at how all 



           23    this barge traffic would be addressed.  And if there were 



           24    to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place 



           25    to deal with that.  
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            1              But again, you know, that's all helpful 



            2    information.  And, you know, we will -- you know, you have 



            3    made your comments.  It's, you know, on the record.  We 



            4    will take a look at it.  You will be able to look at the 



            5    draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed.  And 



            6    again, if you have any, you know, more specific 



            7    information like that, we would like to hear it.  You 



            8    know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when 



            9    you are talking about a certain slough and what's 



           10    happening over the last ten years so that can be 



           11    considered.  So thank you.  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The next speaker would be 



           13    George Guy.  Additional comments?  Then Ivan M. Ivan, 



           14    please.



           15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  My name is Ivan M. 



           16    Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and IRA Council from 



           17    the Akiak community.  I just want to recap.  My comments 



           18    are not directed at any one individual, but public 



           19    authority within our government system.  Looking back to a 



           20    couple of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP, 



           21    we tried to submit a resolution that didn't pass because 



           22    the executive direction of the regional corporation, I 



           23    believe it was, was against it, and I could not muster 



           24    enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mike made a 



           25    comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the 
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            1    table in all of this.  



            2              The idea was not to stop the process, but to 



            3    have an input into the system to protect life and -- life 



            4    and natural resources on this river system and that this 



            5    project is not small.  And I'd like to -- I hear 



            6    information on the size.  I understand that projections 



            7    are 30 years in operation.  Am I correct?  The estimated 



            8    gold ounces, what are they now?  



            9                    MS. BLANCHARD:  A million ounces a year, I 



           10    believe.



           11                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  A million ounces a year 



           12    versus whatever the value today is.  



           13                    MS. BLANCHARD:  $1,500 an ounce, I think.  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know what the --   



           15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  I'm trying to get to 



           16    the point of what the impact of that dollar would do to 



           17    our communities, the human factor and, of course, the 



           18    natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection.  And 



           19    if you would consider consultation ongoing as you are 



           20    doing now, in my opinion, consult with the tribes as much 



           21    as you can, allow them the opportunity to input in your 



           22    system into the environmental impact.  We were not able to 



           23    at that time get a resolution passed through the regional 



           24    association when we asked for the tribes to be on the 



           25    table as the rest of them so that we can be represented.  
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            1    And we are going to do the best we can in this process to 



            2    put as much recommendations or information, pro or con, 



            3    into -- to let you know.  



            4              One of the concerns that we have, and I hope -- 



            5    and it was alluded to by Mr. Williams -- we serve on the 



            6    same council here in Akiak -- is the human impact that, 



            7     -- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a lot of 



            8    dollar around, what usually comes with it is alcohol and 



            9    possibly drugs, and that's potential.  That's what we are 



           10    talking about.  If the U.S. Department of Justice or 



           11    someone could be ready to provide support to local 



           12    enforcement -- community enforcement to help them cope 



           13    with this on the way, that should be considered in our -- 



           14    in our opinion.  



           15              It's such a big project, it's going to have a 



           16    pretty heavy human impact.  The biggest concern that we 



           17    have, protect the salmon, mainly the fish and the wildlife 



           18    on the land.  That dollar value of fish and wildlife, I 



           19    couldn't put a dollar amount.  For thousands of years that 



           20    kept us alive.  We would like to see it another thousand 



           21    years ahead of us to continue.  Please put in as much 



           22    protection as possible in all these plans as best as you 



           23    can.  It's -- I can't fathom the amount of impact it will 



           24    have on us.  It's not going to be small.  



           25              The biggest concern our people have is please 
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            1    ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maximum 



            2    amount -- maximum possible and the human impact it would 



            3    have on small communities.  



            4              That's basically my comments.  And my question 



            5    is:  As you said, this is your first time here.  Are we -- 



            6    can we expect other sessions like this in the future so we 



            7    could be sure what comments we make would be considered?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  To answer your question, we 



            9    will be back after the draft EIS has been prepared, which 



           10    is expected to be August 2014.  We will have another round 



           11    of public meetings.  And the draft EIS will also address 



           12    all the comments that are made.  So that would be a way to 



           13    see how your comments have been addressed.  And also you 



           14    mentioned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tribal 



           15    consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or myself 



           16    and, you know, express your concerns.  Or you can contact 



           17    us for other -- anytime you want you can contact us for 



           18    government-to-government consultation.  So I encourage you 



           19    to do that.  And again, through March 29th is the scoping 



           20    period.  So feel free to call me or Amanda.  We will be 



           21    glad to discuss it.  If you would like to have a 



           22    teleconference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in 



           23    and see us. 



           24                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  One other question that 



           25    I have is:  The Indian Health Service that provides health 
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            1    service to Native communities like us here is, I believe, 



            2    contracted by Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, if 



            3    I'm not mistaken; that they also be invited to make 



            4    comments in the health issues for our people.  That's all.  



            5    It's just to be careful along the way as best as humanly 



            6    possible.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.



            8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  That's all I have.  If 



            9    you have questions, I'll try and answer them.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  I would be glad to speak with 



           11    you.  I don't have any specific questions right now.  



           12    Thank you.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me mention again 



           14    that there is the comment sheets at the back to provide 



           15    comments, any kind of written comments if you would like.  



           16    And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.  



           17    These are self-mailing.  You fold them over, put a stamp 



           18    and there they go.  But it also has the website for the 



           19    Donlin Gold EIS Project.  So a lot of information.  



           20              Somebody asked about the water balance plan, and 



           21    that plan is actually on the website.  It's the proposed 



           22    engineering for water balance, but if you would like to 



           23    look into it in more detail on some of these things, this 



           24    website would have additional background information.  So 



           25    the comment forms could help you find the website address.  
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            1    And we would look forward to having people learn more and 



            2    more about it.  



            3              So then the next person to speak was Demian 



            4    Sigler.  And I know Demian spoke earlier, but we welcome 



            5    more.



            6                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Demian Sigler from 



            7    Akiak.  I wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going 



            8    to open.  Seems like this is the first operation of 



            9    hopefully not many.  Because I've seen that greed of, you 



           10    know, not just Donlin.  Like United States, they -- they 



           11    hunger minerals, all kinds of minerals.  Is this going to 



           12    open the doors for other companies to start saying Alaska 



           13    has a lot of resources?  And are you, like, going to be 



           14    the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in 



           15    our rooms saying that we will support you, but we are 



           16    going to take away from the land?  Is the greed going to 



           17    stop someplace of wanting to take, take, take?  And should 



           18    we stop this process before we are over our heads and we 



           19    can't stop it?  Because I hear a lot of concerns about our 



           20    habitat.  I also have that feeling of economic greed, that 



           21    we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wondering 



           22    how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin 



           23    Creek gets accepted.  Thank you.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



           25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Brenda Lamont perhaps 
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            1    wanted to testify.  There is a check in the box.  Brenda?  



            2    And I think we want to make sure anybody else who has 



            3    comments would be welcome to provide those comments.  I 



            4    believe Sam George is ready to offer some additional 



            5    comments.  



            6                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Yeah, I want to -- I was 



            7    hoping the rest of the crew would come down.  I don't know 



            8    what happened to them.  But I want to comment on the -- 



            9    first I want to thank the Akiak Native Community for 



           10    hosting the -- the meeting here.  And I want to welcome 



           11    the Army Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew 



           12    here to this scoping meeting.  



           13              Ever since the Donlin Creek issue came about, 



           14    you know, one of the major concerns that I have is the -- 



           15    the barge traffic.  And as I stated earlier, you know, the 



           16    water level is always different each year.  And some years 



           17    we have a very low water level.  And like I stated 



           18    earlier, I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they 



           19    are using backhoes to pull themselves up.  And those 



           20    issues need to be addressed by the EIS process.  



           21              And the other concern that I had was the use of 



           22    explosives, you know, the use of dynamite, if they can use 



           23    those kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.  



           24    When they start the extraction process, I'm sure they are 



           25    going to use a lot of explosives during that process.  And 
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            1    I think that needs to be addressed.  



            2              The other area is the snow level that we have 



            3    each year, and the process that -- you know, when the 



            4    melting process goes through, we have a lot of water that, 



            5    you know, overflows.  And that needs to be addressed by 



            6    this process.  And I know when you had the presentation, I 



            7    think my -- the process was like 59,000 tons a day for 



            8    processing.  



            9              And the other concern, I know when I went 



           10    through the comment by our council president, he was 



           11    talking about the fault lines.  And this is the fault line 



           12    that goes from -- that covers that area as far as like 



           13    earthquakes are concerned.  I think those need to be 



           14    addressed by the process.  



           15              The other is wetland restoration.  I know 



           16    sometime ago, Mary from Donlin Creek mentioned that -- 



           17    that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or minerals 



           18    have to set aside monies for wetlands restoration.  And I 



           19    think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.  



           20    And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our 



           21    wetlands to their natural states, I think that should be 



           22    addressed, also.  



           23              And one other concern is the -- the George River 



           24    is the spawning area for the king salmon.  And I know we 



           25    have over the years -- you know, we are seeing less king 
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            1    salmon going up.  And I think that needs to be looked into 



            2    very seriously by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the 



            3    Fish & Game departments.  And looking at the seasonal 



            4    impacts, you know, we have various weather patterns.  We 



            5    have -- like during the winter we have high winds.  



            6    Summertime we also have high winds and continuous 



            7    rainfalls.  You know, those need to be addressed.  



            8              And the other alternative to barging, I think -- 



            9    you know, I don't know.  It's probably too late, but I 



           10    know I mentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road 



           11    alternate that might be considered maybe from the mouth of 



           12    the river to the mine site to bring some -- you know, 



           13    the -- like freight and fuel.  I think that could be 



           14    less -- there would be less impact to the river if there 



           15    was a road.  And I'm sure -- I'm sure one of the ideas 



           16    that I had was if the -- alongside of the river most of 



           17    the land is Native corporation land.  And it would 



           18    probably not cover -- it would probably go through like 



           19    part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that 



           20    alternative, I think, would have less environmental impact 



           21    to like the river because of the -- the water levels are 



           22    very unpredictable because sometimes we have high water 



           23    levels and we have a lot of erosion that we are facing 



           24    right now.  



           25              And the last proposal, I think -- I know I've 
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            1    heard about this from Calista, but I don't know if it's 



            2    really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do 



            3    environmental restoration which would be controlled by the 



            4    tribes, the State, the federal government to restore 



            5    habitat, like if -- if there is -- if there is a disaster 



            6    caused by the mine, I think this fund would be to restore 



            7    fisheries, wetlands.  You can do a lot of things to, you 



            8    know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat, 



            9    fisheries habitat, those sort of things.  And I think -- 



           10    and I know someone mentioned that if there would be a fund 



           11    established -- 



           12              I know looking over the website, in four years 



           13    they are going to extract, like, 1.5 million ounces of 



           14    gold a day -- I mean a year.  Then after four years they 



           15    would go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year 



           16    period the gold mine would be in operation.  And looking 



           17    at the extraction site, it would be two miles long, one 



           18    mile wide and 1,500 feet deep site.  



           19              So it's a very, you know, big project.  And 



           20    there is going to be a lot of money involved; you know, 



           21    billions and billions of dollars, at stake.  So maybe an 



           22    escrow account -- with the absence of like the borough 



           23    government -- we have no borough government out here.  The 



           24    escrow would be -- I know Mike mentioned that; right, 



           25    Mike?  But you know, the -- and I don't know how much 
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            1    Calista would get out of the mine.  



            2              You know, those issues will probably come at a 



            3    later date.  But I want to thank you, again, for the 



            4    opportunity to address the scoping process.  And if I can, 



            5    I'll probably do a written comment.  But if you guys have 



            6    questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.  



            7    And their number is 825-4328, the office number.  And you 



            8    can try to get ahold of me from there.  Thanks.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Any additional comments or 



           10    concerns?



           11                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I think 



           12    there has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges 



           13    going up and down.  And just a few miles above Akiak, they 



           14    have been beaching and dumping gravel and changing the -- 



           15    the river flow.  And it has caused erosion problems here 



           16    in a bad way.  But beyond four or five miles above Akiak, 



           17    that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they 



           18    need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to 



           19    be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be 



           20    very -- you know, the -- a lot of those gravel barges have 



           21    to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching 



           22    in some of the salmon areas above Akiak here between here 



           23    and Tuluksak.  So I think they need to be very careful 



           24    between here and Tuluksak to make sure that they go 



           25    through the right channels.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd like to 



            2    talk to you a little bit after about that.  That's 



            3    separate from the Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if 



            4    you will be here a little bit, I'll talk to you afterwards 



            5    about that.  



            6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's see if there are any 



            7    other comments, and we will move towards closing in a few 



            8    minutes.  But we want to be sure we have had a chance to 



            9    learn everything you all have to offer.  Maybe we have to 



           10    make a few thank yous to close the meeting.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for coming.  



           12    And again, we encourage you to visit our website, 



           13    donlingoldeis.com, or contact me directly.  And we look 



           14    forward to your comments.  



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And thanks to the folks 



           16    who helped us get the room set up, the equipment, all of 



           17    that.  We really appreciate the welcome, and we look 



           18    forward to coming back before too long.  



           19              (Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m.)



           20               



           21               



           22               



           23               



           24               



           25               
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So folks, I think we might

  3    get started.  If we can invite you to find seats, we might

  4    get underway.  So thanks to everybody for coming this

  5    afternoon.  I think we might get started with the

  6    presentation.  But we would like to start with an

  7    invocation.  And Mike Williams has offered to say a word

  8    to get us started in a good way.

  9              (Invocation offered by Michael Williams.)

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to

 11    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project

 12    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My

 13    name is Don Kuhle with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and

 14    I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are

 15    a few people with URS Alaska, which is the contractor

 16    that's helping the Corps prepare the EIS, and they are

 17    Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be

 18    helping me with the presentation today, also.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I wanted to say thanks

 20    again for joining us.  Moxie and I work on the technical

 21    team that prepares some of the written materials to

 22    support the Army Corps of Engineers.  I spent some years

 23    living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillingham and traveled

 24    a little bit out here years ago.  But it's really great to

 25    be back and to be a part of this project.  It's very
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  1    important for people in the region, and we want to be good

  2    listeners and to learn from people in the region in order

  3    to prepare a really useful environmental impact statement.

  4              And let me ask Moxie to say a word, and then we

  5    want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help

  6    with translating if we need it.

  7                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie Alexie.

  8    Since November of last year -- beginning 2004 through

  9    November of this last year I worked with AVCP, Inc. out of

 10    Bethel as a realty officer, and in November, URS, when

 11    they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS

 12    Project, they asked me if I wanted to come to work for

 13    them, and I did.  I accepted the offer and had to move to

 14    Anchorage.

 15              Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really important

 16    to me.  I lived -- I'm originally upriver from Sleetmute,

 17    a small village upriver from the Donlin Gold mine site,

 18    five, six miles upriver from the old Red Devil mine.  I

 19    have four boys, three girls.  And long after I'm gone, my

 20    kids, my grandkids, they will be -- they will be living

 21    off the land.  They will be living off the Kuskokwim River

 22    for their fishing.  And so this project is really

 23    important to me, probably one of the main reasons why I

 24    accepted a position with URS when they offered me this job

 25    to help the Army Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin
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  1    Gold EIS.

  2              But this is not my first time here in Akiak.  I

  3    have been here many times and plan to be back.  If we need

  4    a translator, if we need a translation, we have Catherine,

  5    a local lady here; Catherine Williams will translate for

  6    us if we need one.  Thank you.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This is the agenda for

  8    today.  We have a slide to provide you with an idea of the

  9    topics that we will be covering.  We want to talk about

 10    the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EIS

 11    milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic overview of

 12    the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  And then we

 13    will summarize a few issues as a way of inviting your

 14    comments.  We encourage you to get involved, and we will

 15    tell you how to do that.

 16              Okay.  We are here because Donlin Gold has

 17    proposed an open pit gold mine ten miles north of Crooked

 18    Creek.  And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to

 19    identify and analyze the potential impacts.  The Corps is

 20    neither a proponent or an opponent of the project.  It's

 21    Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in making

 22    permit decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.

 23    Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS process,

 24    and they can also help fulfill the public involvement

 25    requirements for the National Historic Preservation Act.
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  1                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  For the record, I

  2    don't think we need a translator, so keep going.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  This

  4    map gives an orientation to the project area, which

  5    extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked

  6    Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River, and it also

  7    includes the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area

  8    with little development to date and no existing roads to

  9    the region.  The proposed mine would require all new

 10    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  All this

 11    would be subject to permitting before it could proceed.

 12              This map gives an idea of the logistics and the

 13    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

 14    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west

 15    coast ports, west coast from the Lower 48.  The fuel and

 16    cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from

 17    ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river

 18    barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for

 19    transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would

 20    then be barged upriver and then off-loaded at a new barge

 21    landing at Jungjuk port.  The new pipeline indicated in

 22    yellow there would extend from Cook Inlet to bring in

 23    natural gas for the mill.

 24              So now we are going to turn to the EIS process,

 25    and we will start by explaining why an EIS is prepared in
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  1    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act,

  2    or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action

  3    significantly affecting the quality of the human

  4    environment.  In this case Donlin Gold has submitted an

  5    application for permits under section 404 of the Clean

  6    Water Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.

  7    Issuance of these permits would be a major federal action

  8    and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts

  9    of the proposed project.  The EIS, along with other

 10    applicable laws and regulations, will be used by the Corps

 11    and other agencies to make their permit decisions.

 12              This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and

 13    regional organizations will work together on the EIS.  We

 14    have several cooperating agency representatives with us

 15    today, and I'd like to invite them to introduce themselves

 16    and say a few words about the role of their agencies in

 17    this EIS process.  We have Jenny Blanchard from the Bureau

 18    of Land Management.

 19                    MS. BLANCHARD:  Hi, everybody.  My name is

 20    Jenny Blanchard, and I'm representing the BLM.  And we are

 21    a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is

 22    proposing a natural gas pipeline to help power their mine,

 23    and that would cross some BLM land, so we have to decide

 24    whether to give them what we call a right-of-way permit,

 25    give them permission to build a pipeline across BLM land.
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  1    So that's why we are cooperating on this project.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have Tami

  3    Fordham with the Environmental Protection Agency.

  4                    MS. FORDHAM:  I'll come up here.  So hi.

  5    I'm Tami Fordham.  I work for the Environmental Protection

  6    Agency out of the Anchorage office, and I haven't been to

  7    Akiak before, but thank you for having us here to come and

  8    talk with you.  I used to serve as the tribal liaison for

  9    this region about five years ago.  Then I took another job

 10    at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work

 11    with tribes.  So I'm still part of the tribal program, and

 12    I'm one of a team of people that work for EPA that are

 13    working with the Army Corps of Engineers as a cooperating

 14    agency.

 15              And while EPA doesn't have any permits to issue

 16    on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Army

 17    Corps to develop an environmental impact statement that

 18    addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean

 19    air and water, oil and chemical spill planning and

 20    response, and the National Environmental Policy Act.  We

 21    also have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air

 22    and water quality permits, so that's another part of it.

 23    And we also bring special expertise.  We have a mining

 24    team.  We also have expertise in air and water monitoring

 25    and modeling, wetlands, geochemistry, working with tribes
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  1    to bring in traditional knowledge into decisionmaking

  2    processes, environmental justice and tribal consultation.

  3    So a lot of different things that EPA is bringing to the

  4    project.

  5              And thank you for having us here.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  We also have Jeff

  7    Bruno from the State of Alaska.

  8                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the

  9    Department of Natural Resources.  My primary function on

 10    this project is to serve as a single point contact for the

 11    State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the

 12    applicant.  The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.

 13    We agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and

 14    experience to help evaluate the proposed project.

 15              As you will see on a slide that will come up

 16    later, the State also has several permits that this

 17    project would still need to apply for at a later date.  So

 18    there is still a process for the State to do outside of

 19    the environmental impact statement.

 20              Additionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Social

 21    Services is here, and I'll let her explain kind of what

 22    her role is on this project.

 23                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  I'm Sarah

 24    Yoder, and I work for the Alaska Department of Health and

 25    Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact Assessment
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  1    Program, and our role in this process is we are doing a

  2    health impact assessment on the Donlin Gold Project.  And

  3    part of that work will be integrated into the EIS.  So if

  4    you have any health-related comments or questions, please

  5    feel free to talk to me.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have two other

  7    federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here

  8    today.  They are the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the

  9    Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.

 10    We also have three tribal governments that are

 11    participating as cooperating agencies.  They are Crooked

 12    Creek, Chuathbaluk and Napaimute.  And the Kuskokwim River

 13    Watershed Council is also a cooperating agency for the

 14    EIS.

 15              Donlin Gold Project will require many federal

 16    permits and consultations, and this slide provides several

 17    examples.  I'll just let you take a look at that briefly

 18    and also mention that you can find a much more

 19    comprehensive list of all the permits and consultations

 20    and other requirements that can be found in the

 21    application on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.

 22              This slide shows the -- there are also many

 23    permits required from the State of Alaska.  As Jeff

 24    mentioned, there is a number of agencies involved.  And

 25    again, since he mentioned a number of those, I'll just let
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  1    you take a quick look at this.  And again, you can find a

  2    much more comprehensive list on the project website.

  3              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in

  4    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows the six

  5    major steps that we will be taking from now through

  6    November 2015.  The first step in the process was the

  7    Notice of Intent that was published in the Federal

  8    Register on December 14th.  And that began the scoping

  9    process, which is where we are at right now, and this

 10    meeting is part of that.  We are having meetings,

 11    providing information about the project, explaining the

 12    EIS process.  And we are also asking for your comments and

 13    any information you may have.

 14              The information that we gather in the scoping

 15    meetings, along with the information provided with

 16    Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS

 17    determines are necessary, all that information will be

 18    used to produce the draft EIS, which is expected to be

 19    completed about August 2014.  And the dates we are

 20    providing here are estimates.  They could slip, but that's

 21    our projection at this point.

 22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have a

 23    public review period again in which we will have another

 24    round of meetings similar to the scoping meetings that we

 25    are having now.  We will also have the information on the

00012

  1    website, and we will be asking people to review the draft

  2    and provide their comments.  And the information that's

  3    gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final

  4    EIS, which is expected to be completed around October

  5    2015.  And then the final EIS will be used by the various

  6    agencies in making their permit decisions.  Each agency

  7    will prepare their own Record of Decision.

  8              One important thing to notice on this slide is

  9    the two gold-colored areas.  Those are the best

 10    opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions

 11    that you may have about the project so they can all be

 12    included in the draft EIS.  Any information we receive by

 13    March 29th will be included in the draft.

 14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  The word scoping, could

 15    you define what scoping means as far as --

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Scoping is just a process of

 17    trying to determine the extent of the -- identifying the

 18    full extent of the project and providing information about

 19    the project and, you know, asking questions from the

 20    public, getting their input and what their issues and

 21    concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EIS

 22    process.  It's really just a time period to disseminate

 23    information and provide information about the project and

 24    to seek any additional information that can be found and

 25    could be used to evaluate the project.
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  1              You are welcome to ask questions, but if you do,

  2    we would ask that you provide your name at the beginning

  3    of your question or your statement so that our court

  4    recorder can have a record of it.  Yes.

  5                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have

  6    scholarship programs for our young generation?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm representing the Corps of

  8    Engineers today, so I'm not the -- I don't have

  9    information on that, no.  I mean, the Corps of Engineers

 10    itself, I guess -- I'm not speaking in regard to the

 11    Donlin Project, but it does have internships and other

 12    processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could

 13    go onto the Corp.'s website.

 14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Ivan M. Ivan, Akiak

 15    Native Community.  I just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps

 16    of Engineers, how it's set up.  I don't know how big it

 17    is, but which people from the Corps -- I know they do a

 18    lot of other stuff, work.  Which areas come out, titles,

 19    like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps?  Not

 20    the -- not -- I mean, not -- people that go out to these

 21    meetings is yourself and others.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  I am a project manager.  We

 23    have many project managers that are assigned to various

 24    projects, and I'm the project manager for the Donlin Gold

 25    Project EIS.  And I work in the regulatory division.  And
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  1    the regulatory division is the division that issues the

  2    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and

  3    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And that's how

  4    we are involved.

  5                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  You have other people

  6    that you could assign or work with?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  On this project?

  8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  There are other people that

 10    may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS

 11    Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the EIS.

 12    So they will be doing all the technical evaluation.  And

 13    they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we

 14    will use the information they develop to prepare the

 15    Record of Decision for a permit.

 16                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.

 17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe it would help

 18    to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the

 19    bottom, you are going to make a recommendation, but you

 20    are not signing the Record of Decision.  So who are the

 21    decisionmakers up above your level?

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  The actual

 23    decisionmaker for this project will be the District

 24    Engineer, which is Colonel Lestochi, who I believe you

 25    said you had met.
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  1                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  In Anchorage he would be the

  3    decisionmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this

  4    comes to the final EIS.  District Engineer is the person

  5    that will make the permit decision for the project.

  6                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  I think we finished this

  8    slide, so we will move on.  We talked about this a little

  9    bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 10    information and listen to the residents in the affected

 11    region.  We have broken this into four areas.  The first

 12    is to provide information about the EIS milestones, which

 13    we discussed in -- we just got done looking at the

 14    previous slide explaining that.

 15              The next is to share information about the

 16    proposed project, and we will do this more in the

 17    presentation today.  And information is also available on

 18    the project website and in the newsletters that are being

 19    mailed out.  The next two are to identify issues and

 20    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process

 21    and to identify useful information from the communities.

 22    These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to

 23    help us with.  We would like to know what you would like

 24    to see addressed in the EIS, and we would like to know if

 25    you have any information that we can use in making a good
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  1    decision in the EIS.

  2              This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.

  3    The first week we started with the villages nearest the

  4    project, and then this week we are focusing on the lower

  5    Kuskokwim River.  In February we will be traveling to the

  6    Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon, and in March we will

  7    be going to the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.

  8              This map is a little busy, but the color scheme

  9    represents the many subregions of the project area and

 10    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an

 11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

 12    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in that

 13    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was

 14    the closest community to the project and also in Aniak,

 15    which is a subregional hub.  So for the other subregions,

 16    we will also have meetings in the subregional hubs.

 17              I guess that's kind of the end of the

 18    explanation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that

 19    we will be going through.  So I guess we will pause here

 20    to see if there is any other questions on the actual

 21    process before we go into the project description.

 22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have

 23    you already obtained?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  How many permits?

 25                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have
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  1    you already obtained?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware that there are

  3    any permits other than for -- exploration activities, I'm

  4    sure, required a number of permits.  There were permits

  5    from the Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands

  6    during the exploration.

  7                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have a website

  8    that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there

  9    is scoping and getting permits.  And is there a website

 10    that we can go to to keep us informed?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  donlingoldeis.com.

 12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Donlin --

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  donlingoldeis.com.  It will be

 14    on the last slide that we show today, too, so if you

 15    wanted to write it down, or it will be on some of the

 16    information on the table that you can pick up on your way

 17    out.  It will be on there.

 18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Is there any

 19    difficulty permit you are looking at that's really hard to

 20    obtain?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not in the position to --

 22    because we are just beginning the evaluation of the

 23    project, we are still in the scoping phase.  As we get

 24    further on, I guess every permit from every agency has a

 25    different process that it goes through, so I guess I can't
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  1    really say that one is more difficult to obtain than

  2    another.

  3                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have any really

  4    big opposing fundamentalist groups in Alaska that are

  5    objecting to -- to the project?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will know more

  7    about that when we finish the scoping phase.  I guess we

  8    have had a large number of concerns expressed so far, but

  9    I guess I can't say that there is -- I'm not prepared to

 10    say that there is any particular organization opposed to

 11    it.

 12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  All right.  Thank you.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So these are very helpful

 14    questions from our friends.  Let me underscore one or two

 15    things about the EIS.  Let's remember that Don leads the

 16    Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by

 17    Donlin, and this EIS is going to take three years to reach

 18    answers about the environmental protection and whether it

 19    is adequate.  That's our job over the next three years.

 20    We are just starting.

 21              And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the

 22    scoping stage, we want to be sure none of the communities

 23    would be surprised about this, that everybody understands

 24    there are some permit applications.  Donlin has gone to

 25    the Army Corps and to the State of Alaska to ask for

00019

  1    permits, but until those permits are fully evaluated,

  2    nothing happens.  This is the evaluation stage.  This is

  3    the EIS.  It's going to take a while.  It's going to take

  4    three years at least, and we are just beginning that now

  5    with the public conversation.  You guys are helping us to

  6    know what issues are important in your eyes to be sure we

  7    can address those in the EIS.

  8              And then one more thing about public

  9    involvement.  Don had that diagram with circles, two gold

 10    circles.  Scoping right now where you help set the agenda

 11    for the EIS, that's the first really important step for

 12    the public.  But then there was another gold circle.

 13    Moxie and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on

 14    the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that

 15    technical document, but then we come back to all of the

 16    communities and ask you to look at it, also.  Look at it

 17    carefully and make sure we didn't miss something, that

 18    what we say is understandable, it seems clear and

 19    thorough, that the evaluation is complete.  So the public

 20    meetings on the draft EIS would be another really

 21    important opportunity for the communities to help us get

 22    this evaluation right.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

 24    move on?

 25              We will move now to a summary of the mining
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  1    project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold

  2    is a 50/50 partnership between two large international

  3    mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  The Donlin

  4    Gold deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska

  5    Native corporations.  Calista Corporation is the

  6    subsurface owner and Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface

  7    owner.  It's a very large project.  It's expected to

  8    produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a

  9    mining life of 27 and a half years, and there will be --

 10    during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of

 11    ore each day.

 12              It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would

 13    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

 14    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK

 15    Delta.

 16              This area is home to some 66 communities that

 17    could be affected by the project.  For many communities

 18    the project might affect lands and resources that are used

 19    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This

 20    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements

 21    with many permits and many agencies involved.

 22              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows

 23    the timeline from exploration through closure.  Donlin has

 24    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies

 25    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
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  1    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the

  2    first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.

  3    And at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies

  4    will decide to issue or to deny the permits.  If the

  5    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with

  6    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27

  7    and a half years of operations.

  8              At the conclusion of the active life of the

  9    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and

 10    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill

 11    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste

 12    treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.

 13    The land would be recontoured and native vegetation would

 14    be planted.

 15              Okay.  We will go now to the major components of

 16    the project, starting with the pipeline and the power

 17    plant.  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports

 18    like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold

 19    and will not generate heat.  Where it crosses major

 20    rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the

 21    riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as

 22    shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  This

 23    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

 24    three forks of the George River, as well as several other

 25    crossings.
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  1              The image of the block valve on the right side

  2    shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off,

  3    so it would not block access to subsistence use areas.

  4    The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years to

  5    provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance by

  6    Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create a

  7    road along the right-of-way.  The design would allow

  8    access, but after construction there will be no improved

  9    access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.

 10              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

 11    at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet.  It would cross

 12    the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the

 13    foothills of the Alaska Range and into the Kuskokwim River

 14    Valley and then continue west to the mine site near

 15    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent

 16    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native

 17    corporation lands.

 18              Note the blue segment in the middle of the slide

 19    there.  That's an alternate pipeline corridor that would

 20    avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would

 21    separate from the originally proposed route at milepost

 22    105 and rejoin the primary alignment at milepost 150.

 23    Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this

 24    alternative is under consideration, and it will be

 25    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
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  1    summer.

  2              This slide shows the project components at the

  3    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.

  4    Number one is the open pit that would eventually cover

  5    1,400 acres.  And it will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide

  6    and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a

  7    half years of mining.

  8              The tailings impoundment, which is technically

  9    referred to as a waste treatment facility, which is number

 10    two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half

 11    square miles.  The tailings refer to the powder-like

 12    material that is left after the gold has been removed from

 13    the mill.  Number three is a waste rock facility which

 14    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the

 15    rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore.  These

 16    major facilities support the mill and could process 59,000

 17    tons of ore per day.

 18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Which way is Donlin --

 19    Crooked Creek on that, do you know?

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  It's running down this way

 21    [indicating], I believe.

 22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Okay.  Now, would we

 23    be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to

 24    see it from the river?  No?

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  From the Kuskokwim River?
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  1                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Yeah.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe so.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's ten miles --

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  It's ten miles north of

  5    Crooked Creek, so it's --

  6              This is an overview of the major transportation

  7    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port

  8    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to

  9    the river barges.  And then after the barges went up the

 10    river, there would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk for

 11    off-loading the fuel and the cargo.  From there, there

 12    would be a 30-mile road, a new road to the mine site.  And

 13    also near the mine site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.

 14    And also near the mine site would be a new

 15    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.

 16              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

 17    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

 18    1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres.  The Donlin Gold

 19    Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim

 20    River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  The fuel

 21    barges would be double-hulled, and the navigation season

 22    would average 110 days per year with about three barge

 23    tows passing per day, meaning that if you were standing

 24    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to

 25    see three barges per day.  It could be two up and one down
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  1    or one up and two down, but it would be on average three

  2    barge tows per day.  And each tow would be pushing four

  3    barges.

  4              There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per

  5    season and 58 fuel barge tows per season.  The cargo

  6    barges would carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would

  7    carry 173,000 gallons each.  And the shipping season, the

  8    barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would

  9    be pretty much the same both during construction and

 10    during the operations of the project.

 11                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR [ph]:  I have a

 12    question.  Have you done an aerial study whether or not if

 13    the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel

 14    and what have you is erosion free?  I mean, some areas

 15    where in -- because I do know the Kuskokwim region has

 16    erosion problems.  Is this area where you are making this

 17    impact, would it be safe for it to be built without

 18    erosion in the future to be a danger?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  That's one of the purposes of

 20    our EIS process is to evaluate that.  We will look at the

 21    proposed project, and there will be studies done.  And you

 22    know, we will take the information, the studies that, you

 23    know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are

 24    necessary we will do those, and all of that information

 25    will be used to prepare the draft EIS.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Can I ask your name for

  2    the court reporter?

  3                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR:  My name is Leonard.

  4    I'm with Kwethluk Real Estate.

  5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Leonard's question

  6    helps us remember that Donlin has proposed some

  7    engineering design, and they have done some studies about

  8    ice passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwim River, and

  9    they believe this is a safe place.  But the purpose of the

 10    EIS is to evaluate, to look again at the engineering

 11    design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to

 12    confirm that the design would be safe and would avoid any

 13    damage, any risk of fuel loss from the storage area.

 14                    MS. PANQALQALRIA IVAN:  Last fall there

 15    was a barge around Kwethluk area that went in the water.

 16    Will your barges be newly bought or will they be

 17    secondhand?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Will the barges be new or

 19    secondhand?  You know, that's -- the barges, I'm sure,

 20    will be up to Coast Guard standards.  You know, we will

 21    make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans

 22    that have been identified, but I -- you know, I don't know

 23    that new or used barges -- you know, that's not something

 24    we look at.  We will look to make sure that there is plans

 25    in place for assuring safe operations.
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  1                    MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND:  Gloria Cleveland,

  2    member of Akiak Native Community.  Will the pipeline be

  3    monitored?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline, yes, I'm sure it

  5    will be monitored.  They have -- trying to think of the --

  6    stations every 20 miles.

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It has pressure monitoring

  8    and then valves every 20 miles.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  And they will have a pigging

 10    station which will run through the pipe to, you know,

 11    check to make sure it's in good condition.  I'm not sure

 12    of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating

 13    agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety

 14    Administration, and they will be responsible for ensuring

 15    the safety of the pipeline.

 16                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Sam George, Akiak

 17    Community Council.  On the barges, there is the question

 18    of the ownership of the barges that will be used for

 19    transporting the cargo.  I think it's very important to

 20    note that they should have, like, the one that -- that

 21    sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old

 22    barge.  And I think you guys should make a note that

 23    whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly

 24    new barges.

 25              And the other concern is the -- the water levels
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  1    of the Kuskokwim, it varies yearly.  Sometimes it's low.

  2    And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, like

  3    below Kalskag, I have seen a barge that was stuck up there

  4    and they -- they had to use -- I forget what kind

  5    of equipment they had in the front of the barges, and I

  6    was afraid they were hitting the river bottom to keep them

  7    where they were going.  I think those need to be

  8    identified in the EIS process.

  9              And because we depend on the fish, I think

 10    that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns

 11    that I have is the traffic that's going to be as a result

 12    of this project.  And we -- and the fish that we gather,

 13    we have people that fish at various parts of the day or

 14    night or whatever [inaudible].

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  We will have those comments in

 16    the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in

 17    the draft EIS.  Thank you.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is another

 19    question over here, Don.  Is there another question?  No.

 20                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  My name is David

 21    Gilila, Sr.  The first question is in reference to the

 22    natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to

 23    the Donlin there.  Some years ago, two or three years ago,

 24    the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural

 25    gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of
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  1    the meetings, there was an individual that reported there

  2    was a depletion of the natural gas in that area.  My

  3    question would be:  How -- in the event that there isn't

  4    enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek --

  5    if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching

  6    that line when -- when it might not be used for the length

  7    of that mine?  That's my first question there.

  8              The next one is in reference to air quality and

  9    diesel emission.  I know there is going to be one plant.

 10    I know there is going to be multiple burning and

 11    [indecipherable].  How much of that -- I don't know if

 12    there was any done in reference to the mines down in the

 13    Lower 48 that are operating now in reference to air

 14    quality.  You know, anything that comes out of the chimney

 15    goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other

 16    areas away from the mining project.  It can reach all the

 17    way down to the coast.  It depends on how strong the wind

 18    is.

 19              In reference to that, at one point in time

 20    the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in

 21    Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that

 22    dropped up into the Arctic area.  In reference to that, my

 23    question is going to be how -- how much of that emissions

 24    coming out of that -- them chimneys, what the amount would

 25    be in reference to chemicals that is detrimental to the
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  1    environment outside of the proposed mine area?

  2              The other one is right now the barges that come

  3    up the river are deteriorating private lands with the

  4    route of the barges.  I know there is three that I can

  5    identify.  One is above Kwethluk.  When they turn, they

  6    literally -- I don't know what the word would be, but they

  7    touch the bank when they are turning, and those props,

  8    they raise a lot of turbulence behind them.  And as a

  9    result, there is an erosion problem above Kwethluk, which

 10    is private land.  That would be another question.  If --

 11    looking at the estimated transportation of them barges, I

 12    know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in

 13    that area.

 14              Another one is just above it where that bends,

 15    what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to

 16    the Kuskokwim, even there the barges are doing the same

 17    thing and creating a little island between the main

 18    Kuskokwim that goes over to the right side of the river

 19    that goes out to the main river that goes over towards

 20    Akiachak.  That area is -- if -- if I'm not mistaken,

 21    maybe ten years from now, maybe not -- might not happen --

 22    that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are

 23    concerned.  You might be able to take a skiff through

 24    there, through the bank of that river there.

 25              So in reference to the mine itself, there is a
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  1    mention here in reference to surface water diverting.  My

  2    question in reference to that:  How are they diverting

  3    these little creeks here?  Are they creating natural --

  4    not natural -- manmade dams on the headwaters of these

  5    creeks?  And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that

  6    goes over to -- goes to the mine there, and there is

  7    tributaries that are going out through that main creek

  8    there, are they damning those?  And the same question, are

  9    they creating manmade ponds?

 10              Groundwater consumption, what kind of

 11    groundwater are they talking about?  Are they talking

 12    about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to

 13    use it, or what?  What kind of consumption?  Is it for

 14    human consumption?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will talk a little

 16    bit about that later on.  If you are wanting me -- you

 17    want me to -- I guess I could try to answer some of your

 18    questions now, but the list is getting kind of long.  Are

 19    you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a

 20    response at this point?

 21                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  These are the

 22    questions that I am asking.  Hopefully anybody that is

 23    with the scoping group here would be able to answer.

 24    Other than that, maybe on the second round, maybe somebody

 25    would be able to send us these questions to the point

00032

  1    where maybe we could understand.  And you are talking

  2    about mine dewatering.  What exactly -- so you will be

  3    covering what -- these three in reference to water, then,

  4    huh?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  We will just briefly explain

  6    what -- some of the issues we anticipate.  It's good --

  7    these are all questions that are good to bring up to make

  8    sure they are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your

  9    comments on the barges and the erosion.  And you are

 10    mentioning some very specific information there, and

 11    that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.

 12              So you know, your comments that you have made so

 13    far have been recorded, but if you have any more specific

 14    information like that, you know, I would encourage you --

 15    you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead

 16    and submit that either through one of our questionnaires

 17    or through the website.  You can either e-mail it or mail

 18    it to us, or you can call me.  I'll have my phone number

 19    on here, and I can help you get that information to us.

 20              But those are the types of things that we are

 21    looking for is the specific information.  You know, you

 22    mentioned the pipeline, air emissions and the surface

 23    water diversion.  A lot of that information is already

 24    available on the website.  There is what is -- you know,

 25    as URS goes through, you know, they are looking at the
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  1    information and the studies that Donlin has already done,

  2    and they will determine what additional work or studies or

  3    information is necessary.  And as part of the EIS process,

  4    they will gather that information and it will go into the

  5    draft EIS which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when

  6    we expect that to be completed.

  7              So it's good that you get your questions and

  8    concerns to us now because anything you mention today in

  9    the scoping meeting or submit to us before March 29th will

 10    be addressed in the EIS.  So as I said in advance, you

 11    have asked a number of questions here.  I think a lot of

 12    that information, you know, has been -- you know, there

 13    has been work and studies done in those regards already,

 14    and there is additional work that will be done.  So you

 15    know, I just kind of wanted to make that point.  If you

 16    have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we

 17    will go on here.  We have -- in fact, after the next slide

 18    I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any other

 19    questions.  Maybe we will do that.

 20                    MS. FORDHAM:  And Don -- David, you

 21    mentioned a very specific slough, and I don't know if Mary

 22    captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want

 23    to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the

 24    analysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get

 25    that name correct.
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  1                    MR. KURT FARN:  Kurt Farn, Akiak.  Even if

  2    the pipeline of natural gas goes through, you are still

  3    going to need that much fuel to run that operation?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  The fuel is mostly for diesel

  5    fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the large

  6    shovels and trucks that will haul the -- you know, the

  7    rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mill

  8    and the waste rock and just moving all the material

  9    around.  That's -- there is lots of equipment that, you

 10    know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they --

 11    you know, natural gas, I believe, is more economical, so

 12    they'll use that as much as they can.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the natural gas is used

 14    to run the electrical generator, and much of the

 15    machinery, especially in the mill, is run by electricity.

 16    So that's what that big natural gas generator is for.  But

 17    the mobile trucks, the big equipment, still runs on

 18    diesel.  So both energy sources are needed for the

 19    operation of the mine.

 20                    MR. KURT FARN:  That's quite a bit.  If

 21    the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard

 22    to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.

 23    You would be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go

 24    through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be

 25    able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because
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  1    that plant runs off gas.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for your

  3    comment.

  4                    MS. FORDHAM:  The comment about

  5    alternatives --

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, that's good.  We will be

  7    evaluating the various alternatives, you know, the

  8    pipeline as part of -- I guess we haven't identified all

  9    the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel will be

 10    evaluated in the various alternatives.

 11              Okay.  This slide shows the construction camp,

 12    which would have 2,500 beds during the construction

 13    period, and it would support a construction workforce of

 14    up to 3,000 jobs.  And this includes some smaller remote

 15    camps for pipeline construction.  The permanent camp would

 16    have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400

 17    employees working shifts, meaning that only about half of

 18    the total workforce would be on site at any given time.

 19              So we were planning at this point to pause and

 20    see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from

 21    Moxie or Vernon regarding the translation.  Do we need to

 22    do that?  I think everybody seems to understand pretty

 23    well.  So we will move on.  And I'll have one more chance

 24    for questions on the parts of the project or the project

 25    itself before we move on to some of the issues that we
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  1    expect to review.

  2              If there is no questions -- yes.

  3                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Are you

  4    starting the comment period now or taking testimonies

  5    right now?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  We will do that -- I

  7    mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with

  8    the slides.

  9                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Thank you.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move on now to

 11    several slides of examples of issues and concerns that we

 12    expect to evaluate.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the

 13    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  And

 14    one major area of concern is water resources.  The project

 15    is designed to have no discharge of mine-contacted water

 16    away from the mine site, but there can still be concerns,

 17    and some examples are noted on this slide.

 18              Streams and other surface waters would be

 19    diverted away from and around the mining activities in

 20    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.

 21    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining

 22    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.

 23    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower

 24    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby

 25    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
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  1    could generate acid or leach minerals, and therefore waste

  2    rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully

  3    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine

  4    site.

  5              Air quality is also important, and this slide

  6    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several

  7    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

  8    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust

  9    create by removing and processing the overburden waste

 10    rock and the ore.

 11              Climate change is a growing concern and would

 12    need to be considered because large amounts of

 13    hydrocarbons will be burned during mining.  Mercury will

 14    be looked at in several areas.  Naturally occurring

 15    mercury or fugitive mercury could be released by exposing

 16    it during mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur

 17    during the milling process, and any mercury co-product

 18    would require careful storage and transport.  Also, given

 19    the large amounts of fuel and hazardous materials

 20    involved, safe operating procedures and good response

 21    plans will be crucial to preventing spills.

 22              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands

 23    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

 24    subsistence, and fish and land uses.  The proposed project

 25    would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,

00038

  1    approximately 10,000 acres would be at the mine site and

  2    the related infrastructure.  6,000 acres would be along

  3    the proposed pipeline.  These areas would be impacted by

  4    excavating, filling, vegetation removal or other

  5    disturbances.  6,900 acres of the total 16,000 would be

  6    wetlands.

  7              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or

  8    reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and

  9    there would also be a direct disturbance of individual

 10    animals in the area.

 11              Barge traffic we have talked about already.

 12    There would be a substantial increase in traffic.  And

 13    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by

 14    the loss of land to development.

 15              Here are some more examples of issues and

 16    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,

 17    cultural resources, and recreation.  Community life

 18    during -- during construction there would be a huge new

 19    workforce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400

 20    permanent employees, so this would bring new employment

 21    and income, but it would also have many effects on

 22    community life and human health.  And cultural resources,

 23    both historical and archeological sites, that exist in the

 24    area might be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and

 25    traditional and cultural properties could also be
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  1    affected.  And recreation and visual resources, including

  2    the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by

  3    new structures and mining operations.

  4              So to conclude, we know that this proposed

  5    project and land and resources are important to you, and

  6    we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to

  7    get involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing the

  8    most important thing by being here and participating in a

  9    scoping meeting.  You can find additional information on

 10    the project on the donlingoldeis.com website, and you can

 11    also submit a comment form there.  You can contact me

 12    directly if you have any concerns.  That's my direct phone

 13    line, (907) 753-2780.  And my e-mail address is there, as

 14    well.

 15              For tribal matters, you can contact Amanda

 16    Shearer.  She's the Corps of Engineers tribal liaison, and

 17    that's her direct phone number and her e-mail address.

 18    Tribal governments also, in addition to participating in

 19    the EIS process, can participate in

 20    government-to-government consultation.  If you would like

 21    to do that, you can contact either Amanda or myself.

 22    Amanda is, as I said, our tribal liaison.

 23              So we would like to hear your questions and

 24    comments.  And we put up here some ideas to show you the

 25    type of scoping comments that we are looking for.  We are
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  1    looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed

  2    in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and

  3    effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you

  4    may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out

  5    about any important information available in your

  6    community.  And if you do have any written comments --

  7    I'll open it up for testimony here and any other questions

  8    you may have.

  9              If you do have any written comments, we ask that

 10    you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make

 11    sure that they are fully recorded.

 12                    MR. GEORGE GUY:  Can I start off?  Because

 13    we have a plane to catch.  My name is George Guy.  I'm the

 14    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  But I have

 15    written testimony to make on the proposed mine.  And I do

 16    thank you, Mr. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comment

 17    on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environmental impact

 18    statement.

 19              For the record, my name is George Guy.  I'm the

 20    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  I'm also on

 21    the board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which I

 22    must remain neutral on this project.  But today I'm

 23    speaking on behalf of Kwethluk, Incorporated.  Like many

 24    other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokwim

 25    Region, we are mainly Yup'ik Eskimo language speaking
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  1    Alaska residents and basically live a subsistence,

  2    fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for

  3    cash scarce area.  Commercial fisheries and other seasonal

  4    or odd jobs supplement this lifestyle.  Salmon is our main

  5    staple food, a renewable resource.

  6              In behalf of the shareholders of Kwethluk,

  7    Incorporated and the residents, I would like to comment on

  8    the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  Based on our

  9    historically traditional and customary subsistence,

 10    hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and

 11    primarily on the barge traffic.  As Mr. David Gilila

 12    indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our

 13    lands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwim River.

 14              Basically when the Kuskokwim River is full of

 15    salmon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short

 16    span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our

 17    renewable resources, the salmon might be affected by the

 18    barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets

 19    that we utilize to harvest salmon.  And that will impact

 20    our people, our salmon, and our eroding lands through the

 21    barge traffic community from the mouth of the Kuskokwim

 22    River all the way up to the proposed mine site.  It takes

 23    a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our

 24    renewable resources to implement our needs.

 25              Some of the potential damages that might occur,
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  1    barges might collide with boats, nets.  And as nowadays we

  2    are under combat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the

  3    codes and regulations that we have to abide by, and there

  4    is limited openings and closures of fishing of all the

  5    salmon species migrating up and down the Kuskokwim River.

  6    Salmon fish, jacks and mature salmon and the erosion of

  7    the river banks by the barges.  Make sure that the

  8    proposed project is done in an environmentally sound and

  9    safe way.

 10              And in closing, on behalf of the shareholders of

 11    Kwethluk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, I

 12    thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this

 13    project that will have a long-term effect if it becomes a

 14    reality.  Thank you.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you for your comments.

 16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We asked folks to sign if

 17    they wanted to testify.  So maybe we will go to the list,

 18    but I think this was a good point.  If anybody has to

 19    leave early, maybe we want to make room for them to go

 20    early.  Mike, you are signed up first on the list, but

 21    let's be sure if anybody else has a plane soon, that they

 22    have an opportunity to speak before we wrap up.

 23                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  I have to catch my

 24    dog team.

 25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  If anybody has a dog team
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  1    to catch before they have to go.  So Mike Williams will be

  2    the first person.  So let's hear your comments.

  3                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Hello.  My name is

  4    Michael Williams.  I am one of the members of the Akiak

  5    Native Community IRA Council for a long time and also a

  6    subsistence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog musher here

  7    in Akiak for a long time, ever since I can remember.  You

  8    know, after I went to boarding school, along with Moxie

  9    here -- or Moxie is older than me, so he graduated earlier

 10    than me from the same school in Oregon.

 11              But anyway, I wanted to make comments on the

 12    Donlin Gold Project.  You know, ever since there was a

 13    thought for a gold mine up in Crooked Creek, you know, we

 14    were very concerned about the river and the impacts that

 15    it may have on our people and the Kuskokwim River,

 16    although the economic opportunities, the jobs, and we

 17    understand that.  And when we raise concerns, it -- we

 18    were thought of being against a gold mine, and we were

 19    not.  We were concerned about the mercury emissions,

 20    mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring

 21    because mercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in

 22    the rocks and hills.  And when you disturb the land, then

 23    it happens.  But that was our concern, that it may affect

 24    our salmon.  We depend on salmon for our subsistence way

 25    of life.
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  1              And in turn, our concern was the impact on

  2    health because the status of our Native health is -- you

  3    know, we have highest rates of cancer deaths and we have

  4    highest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates

  5    of health-related deaths.  And our health status is very,

  6    very challenging right now.  And I think with the impact

  7    also on housing was a concern, as well, because a lot of

  8    our people don't have enough housing.  And with the influx

  9    of people, then housing, need for housing will also impact

 10    us.  So coupled with the increase of people here, an

 11    increase of possible sexually transmitted diseases,

 12    alcohol, drugs that are being brought in from the outside

 13    when there is cash influx and when people have influx of

 14    economic development.  Those things that we see were very

 15    concerning to us.

 16              We want to protect our languages, our cultures

 17    here because -- because of the impact for 30 years, it's

 18    going to have the biggest impact in the history of our

 19    region.  You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak,

 20    NYAC mine, and we had -- the government had brought in

 21    laplanders across there in Akiak, but we seemed to have

 22    protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and

 23    strong; but nevertheless, we were impacted by diseases

 24    that were brought in from the outside, and there were

 25    great deaths.  You know, there was massive deaths.  And
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  1    there was a hospital here, and a lot of people came from

  2    all over the region to be treated here.  But a lot of them

  3    died and we buried them here.  They couldn't have no --

  4    they didn't have the capacity to go back.

  5              But in terms of human health, we have to make

  6    sure that we do an assessment on health impacts or health

  7    status of the community, alcohol, physical health,

  8    emotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we

  9    have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an

 10    impact in diminishing the status of our health, but to

 11    increase the status, health status of our people

 12    physically, emotionally, mentally, et cetera.  So I just

 13    wanted to make sure that health impact assessments are

 14    done and in a way that we will increase human health

 15    instead of decreasing impacts on human health.

 16              Again, our subsistence way of life must be

 17    protected.  Our salmon must be protected, making sure that

 18    we continue our way of life.  I know the salmon are being

 19    impacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to

 20    maintain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our

 21    livelihood, despite, you know, if mining goes, then do

 22    everything we can to protect our water resource.  We

 23    depend on water and clean water, and without that water,

 24    we are dead.

 25              But I think those are, in my mind, the impacts
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  1    on health, impacts on our subsistence resources, and the

  2    issue of the erosion.  If we could have -- you know, our

  3    erosion in Akiak was impacted this past spring by -- this

  4    past summer by high winds and storms, and we lost about

  5    200 feet already.  And the Army Corps of Engineers'

  6    projections were exceeded this past summer.  So we lost

  7    about 200 feet of land for erosion.  And with that

  8    increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger

  9    impact on our community.  So I think erosion protection on

 10    our villages would be helpful.  With two and a half, three

 11    barges a day increased, it's going to have a major impact.

 12    And I agree with David Gilila who made that earlier

 13    statement on some of the impacts that he identified.

 14              But again, I think if Donlin Creek is going to

 15    be developed, the tribal governments must be on the table.

 16    Our ways must be protected, and our ways of life must be

 17    protected instead of damaged.  And I think it can be

 18    developed in a way that all the protections can be there.

 19              But those are my comments.  And I will make

 20    written comments on your website, whichever.  But I just

 21    wanted to make those -- point those potential impacts to

 22    our communities.  And hopefully that our people, our young

 23    people will be -- if it is developed, if the mine is

 24    developed, that the job opportunities are realized by our

 25    young people with -- you know, with training and
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  1    educational opportunities that go along with it.  But

  2    we -- but we -- we must be prepared post the mining life,

  3    and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik

  4    people that we have survived over thousands of years here.

  5    And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC mine

  6    and other economic opportunities here, and we need to keep

  7    that in kind.  Thank you.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  David Gilila is next on

 10    the list.  I don't know if there are additional comments,

 11    if David is still with us.  Catherine Williams.  Nikolai

 12    Alexie.

 13                    MR. NIKOLAI ALEXIE:  Thank you.  My name

 14    is Nikolai Alexie.  I'm from Kwethluk.  I just have mostly

 15    questions.  So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed

 16    to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection

 17    of rainwater, the amount of water used daily, and the

 18    recycled water after it's unusable?  In some years, the

 19    natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fluctuates.

 20    We have dry years and wet years.

 21              If after the completion of the mine, how will

 22    the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is

 23    too much precipitation in one year?  All that overflowing

 24    water, where do you think it's going?  It will go -- it

 25    has to go somewhere.  So that's my question.  Quyana.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Next would be Nick Ayapau.

  3                    MR. NICK AYAPAU:  My name is Nick Ayapau.

  4    I'm from Kwethluk.  And I have two comments, I guess.  One

  5    is regarding the erosion, which most of us talked about,

  6    but I guess I have a question.  In aerial photos that we

  7    can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how

  8    the damage that it had from the barges going up and down

  9    without, you know, the proposed three, I think it will add

 10    more.  And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has

 11    been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while

 12    I have been watching it.  And it's like -- I have a fish

 13    camp near where that is, and when we go out to the river,

 14    we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and

 15    I know that if that part opens up more, it's going to

 16    affect Kwethluk.

 17              And right now -- last year Kwethluk residents,

 18    Kwethluk IRA Council had moved four houses to relocate

 19    them.  And I think if we -- if the barges go up and down

 20    that way, I think that's going to be -- and I was

 21    wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to

 22    relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or --

 23    you know, it's just a question.

 24              But that's our concern right there.  We have --

 25    the reason that I'm requesting aerial photos is that when
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  1    it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it

  2    has to go through.  And that horseshoe is getting -- you

  3    know, shrinking.  If it goes through that little land, you

  4    know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and I think Kwethluk

  5    has to relocate.  And that's -- that's our -- that's our

  6    concern.  And we have been watching that, monitoring that

  7    area.

  8              And another thing, my comment was the

  9    response -- the response time of when -- if a barge -- if

 10    a barge, you know, leaks or whatever, because like a

 11    fellow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, last year Faulkner

 12    and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- something

 13    happened when it was -- I guess it was a storm, and then

 14    it went down, equipment and some stuff in that little

 15    barge.  And the response -- I don't know how that response

 16    went.  I know the City of Kwethluk and IRA Council had

 17    called somebody from Bethel to do something about that.

 18    And up to this date we don't have no report on what they

 19    did.

 20              Is that going to be the same thing if the

 21    barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens

 22    and it's going to affect our fish?  And we have a watering

 23    point at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down,

 24    and I think -- and equipment went down and something --

 25    the barge itself and the equipment went down.  I don't
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  1    know what they did after that happened, but our water --

  2    our watering point is near that area.  I mean, and they --

  3    people have been reporting when they go get water they see

  4    oil and diesel, and probably metal leaching, too.  And

  5    that's what maybe Health and Social Services can look into

  6    in that area.

  7              So my question was, I wonder how the response

  8    would be if something happens up, you know, where the --

  9    the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever

 10    happens and then stuff came down and, you know --

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess to try to answer

 12    your question, I guess, again, we are here for scoping to

 13    gather comments and information.  And your comments about

 14    the erosion and the specific information about erosion is

 15    helpful for the studies that will be done to look at the

 16    impacts that all this barge traffic will have on the

 17    river.

 18              As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard

 19    about that before, and I don't know what the problem was

 20    with the response on that.  But I'm sure it will be

 21    considered as, you know, plans are, you know, developed

 22    for, you know, dealing or how -- as we look at how all

 23    this barge traffic would be addressed.  And if there were

 24    to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place

 25    to deal with that.
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  1              But again, you know, that's all helpful

  2    information.  And, you know, we will -- you know, you have

  3    made your comments.  It's, you know, on the record.  We

  4    will take a look at it.  You will be able to look at the

  5    draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed.  And

  6    again, if you have any, you know, more specific

  7    information like that, we would like to hear it.  You

  8    know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when

  9    you are talking about a certain slough and what's

 10    happening over the last ten years so that can be

 11    considered.  So thank you.

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The next speaker would be

 13    George Guy.  Additional comments?  Then Ivan M. Ivan,

 14    please.

 15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  My name is Ivan M.

 16    Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and IRA Council from

 17    the Akiak community.  I just want to recap.  My comments

 18    are not directed at any one individual, but public

 19    authority within our government system.  Looking back to a

 20    couple of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP,

 21    we tried to submit a resolution that didn't pass because

 22    the executive direction of the regional corporation, I

 23    believe it was, was against it, and I could not muster

 24    enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mike made a

 25    comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the
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  1    table in all of this.

  2              The idea was not to stop the process, but to

  3    have an input into the system to protect life and -- life

  4    and natural resources on this river system and that this

  5    project is not small.  And I'd like to -- I hear

  6    information on the size.  I understand that projections

  7    are 30 years in operation.  Am I correct?  The estimated

  8    gold ounces, what are they now?

  9                    MS. BLANCHARD:  A million ounces a year, I

 10    believe.

 11                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  A million ounces a year

 12    versus whatever the value today is.

 13                    MS. BLANCHARD:  $1,500 an ounce, I think.

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know what the --

 15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  I'm trying to get to

 16    the point of what the impact of that dollar would do to

 17    our communities, the human factor and, of course, the

 18    natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection.  And

 19    if you would consider consultation ongoing as you are

 20    doing now, in my opinion, consult with the tribes as much

 21    as you can, allow them the opportunity to input in your

 22    system into the environmental impact.  We were not able to

 23    at that time get a resolution passed through the regional

 24    association when we asked for the tribes to be on the

 25    table as the rest of them so that we can be represented.
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  1    And we are going to do the best we can in this process to

  2    put as much recommendations or information, pro or con,

  3    into -- to let you know.

  4              One of the concerns that we have, and I hope --

  5    and it was alluded to by Mr. Williams -- we serve on the

  6    same council here in Akiak -- is the human impact that,

  7     -- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a lot of

  8    dollar around, what usually comes with it is alcohol and

  9    possibly drugs, and that's potential.  That's what we are

 10    talking about.  If the U.S. Department of Justice or

 11    someone could be ready to provide support to local

 12    enforcement -- community enforcement to help them cope

 13    with this on the way, that should be considered in our --

 14    in our opinion.

 15              It's such a big project, it's going to have a

 16    pretty heavy human impact.  The biggest concern that we

 17    have, protect the salmon, mainly the fish and the wildlife

 18    on the land.  That dollar value of fish and wildlife, I

 19    couldn't put a dollar amount.  For thousands of years that

 20    kept us alive.  We would like to see it another thousand

 21    years ahead of us to continue.  Please put in as much

 22    protection as possible in all these plans as best as you

 23    can.  It's -- I can't fathom the amount of impact it will

 24    have on us.  It's not going to be small.

 25              The biggest concern our people have is please
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  1    ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maximum

  2    amount -- maximum possible and the human impact it would

  3    have on small communities.

  4              That's basically my comments.  And my question

  5    is:  As you said, this is your first time here.  Are we --

  6    can we expect other sessions like this in the future so we

  7    could be sure what comments we make would be considered?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  To answer your question, we

  9    will be back after the draft EIS has been prepared, which

 10    is expected to be August 2014.  We will have another round

 11    of public meetings.  And the draft EIS will also address

 12    all the comments that are made.  So that would be a way to

 13    see how your comments have been addressed.  And also you

 14    mentioned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tribal

 15    consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or myself

 16    and, you know, express your concerns.  Or you can contact

 17    us for other -- anytime you want you can contact us for

 18    government-to-government consultation.  So I encourage you

 19    to do that.  And again, through March 29th is the scoping

 20    period.  So feel free to call me or Amanda.  We will be

 21    glad to discuss it.  If you would like to have a

 22    teleconference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in

 23    and see us.

 24                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  One other question that

 25    I have is:  The Indian Health Service that provides health
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  1    service to Native communities like us here is, I believe,

  2    contracted by Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, if

  3    I'm not mistaken; that they also be invited to make

  4    comments in the health issues for our people.  That's all.

  5    It's just to be careful along the way as best as humanly

  6    possible.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.

  8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  That's all I have.  If

  9    you have questions, I'll try and answer them.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  I would be glad to speak with

 11    you.  I don't have any specific questions right now.

 12    Thank you.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me mention again

 14    that there is the comment sheets at the back to provide

 15    comments, any kind of written comments if you would like.

 16    And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.

 17    These are self-mailing.  You fold them over, put a stamp

 18    and there they go.  But it also has the website for the

 19    Donlin Gold EIS Project.  So a lot of information.

 20              Somebody asked about the water balance plan, and

 21    that plan is actually on the website.  It's the proposed

 22    engineering for water balance, but if you would like to

 23    look into it in more detail on some of these things, this

 24    website would have additional background information.  So

 25    the comment forms could help you find the website address.
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  1    And we would look forward to having people learn more and

  2    more about it.

  3              So then the next person to speak was Demian

  4    Sigler.  And I know Demian spoke earlier, but we welcome

  5    more.

  6                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Demian Sigler from

  7    Akiak.  I wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going

  8    to open.  Seems like this is the first operation of

  9    hopefully not many.  Because I've seen that greed of, you

 10    know, not just Donlin.  Like United States, they -- they

 11    hunger minerals, all kinds of minerals.  Is this going to

 12    open the doors for other companies to start saying Alaska

 13    has a lot of resources?  And are you, like, going to be

 14    the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in

 15    our rooms saying that we will support you, but we are

 16    going to take away from the land?  Is the greed going to

 17    stop someplace of wanting to take, take, take?  And should

 18    we stop this process before we are over our heads and we

 19    can't stop it?  Because I hear a lot of concerns about our

 20    habitat.  I also have that feeling of economic greed, that

 21    we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wondering

 22    how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin

 23    Creek gets accepted.  Thank you.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

 25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Brenda Lamont perhaps
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  1    wanted to testify.  There is a check in the box.  Brenda?

  2    And I think we want to make sure anybody else who has

  3    comments would be welcome to provide those comments.  I

  4    believe Sam George is ready to offer some additional

  5    comments.

  6                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Yeah, I want to -- I was

  7    hoping the rest of the crew would come down.  I don't know

  8    what happened to them.  But I want to comment on the --

  9    first I want to thank the Akiak Native Community for

 10    hosting the -- the meeting here.  And I want to welcome

 11    the Army Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew

 12    here to this scoping meeting.

 13              Ever since the Donlin Creek issue came about,

 14    you know, one of the major concerns that I have is the --

 15    the barge traffic.  And as I stated earlier, you know, the

 16    water level is always different each year.  And some years

 17    we have a very low water level.  And like I stated

 18    earlier, I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they

 19    are using backhoes to pull themselves up.  And those

 20    issues need to be addressed by the EIS process.

 21              And the other concern that I had was the use of

 22    explosives, you know, the use of dynamite, if they can use

 23    those kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.

 24    When they start the extraction process, I'm sure they are

 25    going to use a lot of explosives during that process.  And
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  1    I think that needs to be addressed.

  2              The other area is the snow level that we have

  3    each year, and the process that -- you know, when the

  4    melting process goes through, we have a lot of water that,

  5    you know, overflows.  And that needs to be addressed by

  6    this process.  And I know when you had the presentation, I

  7    think my -- the process was like 59,000 tons a day for

  8    processing.

  9              And the other concern, I know when I went

 10    through the comment by our council president, he was

 11    talking about the fault lines.  And this is the fault line

 12    that goes from -- that covers that area as far as like

 13    earthquakes are concerned.  I think those need to be

 14    addressed by the process.

 15              The other is wetland restoration.  I know

 16    sometime ago, Mary from Donlin Creek mentioned that --

 17    that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or minerals

 18    have to set aside monies for wetlands restoration.  And I

 19    think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.

 20    And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our

 21    wetlands to their natural states, I think that should be

 22    addressed, also.

 23              And one other concern is the -- the George River

 24    is the spawning area for the king salmon.  And I know we

 25    have over the years -- you know, we are seeing less king
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  1    salmon going up.  And I think that needs to be looked into

  2    very seriously by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the

  3    Fish & Game departments.  And looking at the seasonal

  4    impacts, you know, we have various weather patterns.  We

  5    have -- like during the winter we have high winds.

  6    Summertime we also have high winds and continuous

  7    rainfalls.  You know, those need to be addressed.

  8              And the other alternative to barging, I think --

  9    you know, I don't know.  It's probably too late, but I

 10    know I mentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road

 11    alternate that might be considered maybe from the mouth of

 12    the river to the mine site to bring some -- you know,

 13    the -- like freight and fuel.  I think that could be

 14    less -- there would be less impact to the river if there

 15    was a road.  And I'm sure -- I'm sure one of the ideas

 16    that I had was if the -- alongside of the river most of

 17    the land is Native corporation land.  And it would

 18    probably not cover -- it would probably go through like

 19    part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that

 20    alternative, I think, would have less environmental impact

 21    to like the river because of the -- the water levels are

 22    very unpredictable because sometimes we have high water

 23    levels and we have a lot of erosion that we are facing

 24    right now.

 25              And the last proposal, I think -- I know I've
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  1    heard about this from Calista, but I don't know if it's

  2    really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do

  3    environmental restoration which would be controlled by the

  4    tribes, the State, the federal government to restore

  5    habitat, like if -- if there is -- if there is a disaster

  6    caused by the mine, I think this fund would be to restore

  7    fisheries, wetlands.  You can do a lot of things to, you

  8    know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat,

  9    fisheries habitat, those sort of things.  And I think --

 10    and I know someone mentioned that if there would be a fund

 11    established --

 12              I know looking over the website, in four years

 13    they are going to extract, like, 1.5 million ounces of

 14    gold a day -- I mean a year.  Then after four years they

 15    would go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year

 16    period the gold mine would be in operation.  And looking

 17    at the extraction site, it would be two miles long, one

 18    mile wide and 1,500 feet deep site.

 19              So it's a very, you know, big project.  And

 20    there is going to be a lot of money involved; you know,

 21    billions and billions of dollars, at stake.  So maybe an

 22    escrow account -- with the absence of like the borough

 23    government -- we have no borough government out here.  The

 24    escrow would be -- I know Mike mentioned that; right,

 25    Mike?  But you know, the -- and I don't know how much
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  1    Calista would get out of the mine.

  2              You know, those issues will probably come at a

  3    later date.  But I want to thank you, again, for the

  4    opportunity to address the scoping process.  And if I can,

  5    I'll probably do a written comment.  But if you guys have

  6    questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.

  7    And their number is 825-4328, the office number.  And you

  8    can try to get ahold of me from there.  Thanks.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Any additional comments or

 10    concerns?

 11                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I think

 12    there has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges

 13    going up and down.  And just a few miles above Akiak, they

 14    have been beaching and dumping gravel and changing the --

 15    the river flow.  And it has caused erosion problems here

 16    in a bad way.  But beyond four or five miles above Akiak,

 17    that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they

 18    need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to

 19    be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be

 20    very -- you know, the -- a lot of those gravel barges have

 21    to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching

 22    in some of the salmon areas above Akiak here between here

 23    and Tuluksak.  So I think they need to be very careful

 24    between here and Tuluksak to make sure that they go

 25    through the right channels.

00062

  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd like to

  2    talk to you a little bit after about that.  That's

  3    separate from the Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if

  4    you will be here a little bit, I'll talk to you afterwards

  5    about that.

  6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's see if there are any

  7    other comments, and we will move towards closing in a few

  8    minutes.  But we want to be sure we have had a chance to

  9    learn everything you all have to offer.  Maybe we have to

 10    make a few thank yous to close the meeting.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for coming.

 12    And again, we encourage you to visit our website,

 13    donlingoldeis.com, or contact me directly.  And we look

 14    forward to your comments.

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And thanks to the folks

 16    who helped us get the room set up, the equipment, all of

 17    that.  We really appreciate the welcome, and we look

 18    forward to coming back before too long.

 19              (Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m.)
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