
In The Matter Of:

Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting
Akiak

January 31, 2013

Midnight Sun Court Reporters
511 W. 9th Ave.

Anchorage, AK  99501
Ph. 907-258-7100
Fax 907-276-6727

To open files, click on the desired file type in bookmark on left.
For quick saving or searching multiple files, click attachments tab (or paperclip) on left.

For best viewing/searching, use Adobe Reader/Acrobat ver. 9 or higher
(www.adobe.com).


	Files
	ScreenView Transcript (view/search)
	Condensed Transcript (view/search/print) 
	Full Size Format (view/search/print) 
	ASCII Transcript File
	Summation Transcript File





Page 1


 1
 2
 3
 4
 5                       DONLIN GOLD PROJECT
                    ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
 6                         SCOPING MEETING
 7                          AKIAK, ALASKA
 8                      Taken January 31, 2013
                       Commencing at 1:25 p.m.
 9
                  Volume I - Pages 1 - 63, inclusive
10
11
                               Taken at
12                         Community Center
                            Akiak, Alaska
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
      Reported by:
23    Mary A. Vavrik, RMR
24
25


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 2


 1                      A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E-S
 2    For U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
 3         Don Kuhle
           Project Manager
 4
      For URS:
 5
           Taylor Brelsford
 6         Project Manager
 7         Moxie Alexie
           Rural Outreach Coordinator
 8
      For Bureau of Land Management:
 9
           Jenny Blanchard
10         Archeologist
11    For Alaska Department of Health and Social Services:
12         Sarah Yoder
           CSTE Fellow
13
      For Alaska Department of Natural Resources:
14
           Jeff Bruno
15         State of Alaska Project Coordinator
16    For U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:
17         Tami Fordham
           Alaska Resources Extraction Tribal Policy Advisor
18
      Taken by:
19
           Mary A. Vavrik, RMR
20
21    BE IT KNOWN that the aforementioned proceedings were taken
22    at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before
23    Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary
24    Public within and for the State of Alaska.
25


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 3


 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So folks, I think we might
 3    get started.  If we can invite you to find seats, we might
 4    get underway.  So thanks to everybody for coming this
 5    afternoon.  I think we might get started with the
 6    presentation.  But we would like to start with an
 7    invocation.  And Mike Williams has offered to say a word
 8    to get us started in a good way.
 9              (Invocation offered by Michael Williams.)
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to
11    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
12    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My
13    name is Don Kuhle with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and
14    I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are
15    a few people with URS Alaska, which is the contractor
16    that's helping the Corps prepare the EIS, and they are
17    Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be
18    helping me with the presentation today, also.
19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I wanted to say thanks
20    again for joining us.  Moxie and I work on the technical
21    team that prepares some of the written materials to
22    support the Army Corps of Engineers.  I spent some years
23    living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillingham and traveled
24    a little bit out here years ago.  But it's really great to
25    be back and to be a part of this project.  It's very
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 1    important for people in the region, and we want to be good
 2    listeners and to learn from people in the region in order
 3    to prepare a really useful environmental impact statement.
 4              And let me ask Moxie to say a word, and then we
 5    want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help
 6    with translating if we need it.
 7                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie Alexie.
 8    Since November of last year -- beginning 2004 through
 9    November of this last year I worked with AVCP, Inc. out of
10    Bethel as a realty officer, and in November, URS, when
11    they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS
12    Project, they asked me if I wanted to come to work for
13    them, and I did.  I accepted the offer and had to move to
14    Anchorage.
15              Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really important
16    to me.  I lived -- I'm originally upriver from Sleetmute,
17    a small village upriver from the Donlin Gold mine site,
18    five, six miles upriver from the old Red Devil mine.  I
19    have four boys, three girls.  And long after I'm gone, my
20    kids, my grandkids, they will be -- they will be living
21    off the land.  They will be living off the Kuskokwim River
22    for their fishing.  And so this project is really
23    important to me, probably one of the main reasons why I
24    accepted a position with URS when they offered me this job
25    to help the Army Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin
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 1    Gold EIS.
 2              But this is not my first time here in Akiak.  I
 3    have been here many times and plan to be back.  If we need
 4    a translator, if we need a translation, we have Catherine,
 5    a local lady here; Catherine Williams will translate for
 6    us if we need one.  Thank you.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This is the agenda for
 8    today.  We have a slide to provide you with an idea of the
 9    topics that we will be covering.  We want to talk about
10    the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EIS
11    milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic overview of
12    the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  And then we
13    will summarize a few issues as a way of inviting your
14    comments.  We encourage you to get involved, and we will
15    tell you how to do that.
16              Okay.  We are here because Donlin Gold has
17    proposed an open pit gold mine ten miles north of Crooked
18    Creek.  And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to
19    identify and analyze the potential impacts.  The Corps is
20    neither a proponent or an opponent of the project.  It's
21    Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in making
22    permit decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.
23    Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS process,
24    and they can also help fulfill the public involvement
25    requirements for the National Historic Preservation Act.
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 1                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  For the record, I
 2    don't think we need a translator, so keep going.
 3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  This
 4    map gives an orientation to the project area, which
 5    extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked
 6    Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River, and it also
 7    includes the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area
 8    with little development to date and no existing roads to
 9    the region.  The proposed mine would require all new
10    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  All this
11    would be subject to permitting before it could proceed.
12              This map gives an idea of the logistics and the
13    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
14    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west
15    coast ports, west coast from the Lower 48.  The fuel and
16    cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from
17    ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river
18    barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for
19    transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would
20    then be barged upriver and then off-loaded at a new barge
21    landing at Jungjuk port.  The new pipeline indicated in
22    yellow there would extend from Cook Inlet to bring in
23    natural gas for the mill.
24              So now we are going to turn to the EIS process,
25    and we will start by explaining why an EIS is prepared in
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 1    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act,
 2    or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action
 3    significantly affecting the quality of the human
 4    environment.  In this case Donlin Gold has submitted an
 5    application for permits under section 404 of the Clean
 6    Water Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.
 7    Issuance of these permits would be a major federal action
 8    and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts
 9    of the proposed project.  The EIS, along with other
10    applicable laws and regulations, will be used by the Corps
11    and other agencies to make their permit decisions.
12              This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and
13    regional organizations will work together on the EIS.  We
14    have several cooperating agency representatives with us
15    today, and I'd like to invite them to introduce themselves
16    and say a few words about the role of their agencies in
17    this EIS process.  We have Jenny Blanchard from the Bureau
18    of Land Management.
19                    MS. BLANCHARD:  Hi, everybody.  My name is
20    Jenny Blanchard, and I'm representing the BLM.  And we are
21    a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is
22    proposing a natural gas pipeline to help power their mine,
23    and that would cross some BLM land, so we have to decide
24    whether to give them what we call a right-of-way permit,
25    give them permission to build a pipeline across BLM land.
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 1    So that's why we are cooperating on this project.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have Tami
 3    Fordham with the Environmental Protection Agency.
 4                    MS. FORDHAM:  I'll come up here.  So hi.
 5    I'm Tami Fordham.  I work for the Environmental Protection
 6    Agency out of the Anchorage office, and I haven't been to
 7    Akiak before, but thank you for having us here to come and
 8    talk with you.  I used to serve as the tribal liaison for
 9    this region about five years ago.  Then I took another job
10    at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work
11    with tribes.  So I'm still part of the tribal program, and
12    I'm one of a team of people that work for EPA that are
13    working with the Army Corps of Engineers as a cooperating
14    agency.
15              And while EPA doesn't have any permits to issue
16    on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Army
17    Corps to develop an environmental impact statement that
18    addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean
19    air and water, oil and chemical spill planning and
20    response, and the National Environmental Policy Act.  We
21    also have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air
22    and water quality permits, so that's another part of it.
23    And we also bring special expertise.  We have a mining
24    team.  We also have expertise in air and water monitoring
25    and modeling, wetlands, geochemistry, working with tribes
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 1    to bring in traditional knowledge into decisionmaking
 2    processes, environmental justice and tribal consultation.
 3    So a lot of different things that EPA is bringing to the
 4    project.
 5              And thank you for having us here.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  We also have Jeff
 7    Bruno from the State of Alaska.
 8                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the
 9    Department of Natural Resources.  My primary function on
10    this project is to serve as a single point contact for the
11    State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the
12    applicant.  The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.
13    We agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and
14    experience to help evaluate the proposed project.
15              As you will see on a slide that will come up
16    later, the State also has several permits that this
17    project would still need to apply for at a later date.  So
18    there is still a process for the State to do outside of
19    the environmental impact statement.
20              Additionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Social
21    Services is here, and I'll let her explain kind of what
22    her role is on this project.
23                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  I'm Sarah
24    Yoder, and I work for the Alaska Department of Health and
25    Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact Assessment
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 1    Program, and our role in this process is we are doing a
 2    health impact assessment on the Donlin Gold Project.  And
 3    part of that work will be integrated into the EIS.  So if
 4    you have any health-related comments or questions, please
 5    feel free to talk to me.
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have two other
 7    federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here
 8    today.  They are the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
 9    Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.
10    We also have three tribal governments that are
11    participating as cooperating agencies.  They are Crooked
12    Creek, Chuathbaluk and Napaimute.  And the Kuskokwim River
13    Watershed Council is also a cooperating agency for the
14    EIS.
15              Donlin Gold Project will require many federal
16    permits and consultations, and this slide provides several
17    examples.  I'll just let you take a look at that briefly
18    and also mention that you can find a much more
19    comprehensive list of all the permits and consultations
20    and other requirements that can be found in the
21    application on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.
22              This slide shows the -- there are also many
23    permits required from the State of Alaska.  As Jeff
24    mentioned, there is a number of agencies involved.  And
25    again, since he mentioned a number of those, I'll just let
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 1    you take a quick look at this.  And again, you can find a
 2    much more comprehensive list on the project website.
 3              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
 4    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows the six
 5    major steps that we will be taking from now through
 6    November 2015.  The first step in the process was the
 7    Notice of Intent that was published in the Federal
 8    Register on December 14th.  And that began the scoping
 9    process, which is where we are at right now, and this
10    meeting is part of that.  We are having meetings,
11    providing information about the project, explaining the
12    EIS process.  And we are also asking for your comments and
13    any information you may have.
14              The information that we gather in the scoping
15    meetings, along with the information provided with
16    Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS
17    determines are necessary, all that information will be
18    used to produce the draft EIS, which is expected to be
19    completed about August 2014.  And the dates we are
20    providing here are estimates.  They could slip, but that's
21    our projection at this point.
22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have a
23    public review period again in which we will have another
24    round of meetings similar to the scoping meetings that we
25    are having now.  We will also have the information on the
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 1    website, and we will be asking people to review the draft
 2    and provide their comments.  And the information that's
 3    gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final
 4    EIS, which is expected to be completed around October
 5    2015.  And then the final EIS will be used by the various
 6    agencies in making their permit decisions.  Each agency
 7    will prepare their own Record of Decision.
 8              One important thing to notice on this slide is
 9    the two gold-colored areas.  Those are the best
10    opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions
11    that you may have about the project so they can all be
12    included in the draft EIS.  Any information we receive by
13    March 29th will be included in the draft.
14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  The word scoping, could
15    you define what scoping means as far as --
16                    MR. KUHLE:  Scoping is just a process of
17    trying to determine the extent of the -- identifying the
18    full extent of the project and providing information about
19    the project and, you know, asking questions from the
20    public, getting their input and what their issues and
21    concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EIS
22    process.  It's really just a time period to disseminate
23    information and provide information about the project and
24    to seek any additional information that can be found and
25    could be used to evaluate the project.
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 1              You are welcome to ask questions, but if you do,
 2    we would ask that you provide your name at the beginning
 3    of your question or your statement so that our court
 4    recorder can have a record of it.  Yes.
 5                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have
 6    scholarship programs for our young generation?
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm representing the Corps of
 8    Engineers today, so I'm not the -- I don't have
 9    information on that, no.  I mean, the Corps of Engineers
10    itself, I guess -- I'm not speaking in regard to the
11    Donlin Project, but it does have internships and other
12    processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could
13    go onto the Corp.'s website.
14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Ivan M. Ivan, Akiak
15    Native Community.  I just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps
16    of Engineers, how it's set up.  I don't know how big it
17    is, but which people from the Corps -- I know they do a
18    lot of other stuff, work.  Which areas come out, titles,
19    like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps?  Not
20    the -- not -- I mean, not -- people that go out to these
21    meetings is yourself and others.
22                    MR. KUHLE:  I am a project manager.  We
23    have many project managers that are assigned to various
24    projects, and I'm the project manager for the Donlin Gold
25    Project EIS.  And I work in the regulatory division.  And
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 1    the regulatory division is the division that issues the
 2    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
 3    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And that's how
 4    we are involved.
 5                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  You have other people
 6    that you could assign or work with?
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  On this project?
 8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  There are other people that
10    may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS
11    Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the EIS.
12    So they will be doing all the technical evaluation.  And
13    they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we
14    will use the information they develop to prepare the
15    Record of Decision for a permit.
16                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.
17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe it would help
18    to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the
19    bottom, you are going to make a recommendation, but you
20    are not signing the Record of Decision.  So who are the
21    decisionmakers up above your level?
22                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  The actual
23    decisionmaker for this project will be the District
24    Engineer, which is Colonel Lestochi, who I believe you
25    said you had met.
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 1                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  In Anchorage he would be the
 3    decisionmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this
 4    comes to the final EIS.  District Engineer is the person
 5    that will make the permit decision for the project.
 6                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  I think we finished this
 8    slide, so we will move on.  We talked about this a little
 9    bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide
10    information and listen to the residents in the affected
11    region.  We have broken this into four areas.  The first
12    is to provide information about the EIS milestones, which
13    we discussed in -- we just got done looking at the
14    previous slide explaining that.
15              The next is to share information about the
16    proposed project, and we will do this more in the
17    presentation today.  And information is also available on
18    the project website and in the newsletters that are being
19    mailed out.  The next two are to identify issues and
20    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process
21    and to identify useful information from the communities.
22    These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to
23    help us with.  We would like to know what you would like
24    to see addressed in the EIS, and we would like to know if
25    you have any information that we can use in making a good
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 1    decision in the EIS.
 2              This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.
 3    The first week we started with the villages nearest the
 4    project, and then this week we are focusing on the lower
 5    Kuskokwim River.  In February we will be traveling to the
 6    Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon, and in March we will
 7    be going to the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.
 8              This map is a little busy, but the color scheme
 9    represents the many subregions of the project area and
10    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an
11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
12    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in that
13    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was
14    the closest community to the project and also in Aniak,
15    which is a subregional hub.  So for the other subregions,
16    we will also have meetings in the subregional hubs.
17              I guess that's kind of the end of the
18    explanation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that
19    we will be going through.  So I guess we will pause here
20    to see if there is any other questions on the actual
21    process before we go into the project description.
22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have
23    you already obtained?
24                    MR. KUHLE:  How many permits?
25                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have
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 1    you already obtained?
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware that there are
 3    any permits other than for -- exploration activities, I'm
 4    sure, required a number of permits.  There were permits
 5    from the Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands
 6    during the exploration.
 7                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have a website
 8    that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there
 9    is scoping and getting permits.  And is there a website
10    that we can go to to keep us informed?
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  donlingoldeis.com.
12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Donlin --
13                    MR. KUHLE:  donlingoldeis.com.  It will be
14    on the last slide that we show today, too, so if you
15    wanted to write it down, or it will be on some of the
16    information on the table that you can pick up on your way
17    out.  It will be on there.
18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Is there any
19    difficulty permit you are looking at that's really hard to
20    obtain?
21                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not in the position to --
22    because we are just beginning the evaluation of the
23    project, we are still in the scoping phase.  As we get
24    further on, I guess every permit from every agency has a
25    different process that it goes through, so I guess I can't
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 1    really say that one is more difficult to obtain than
 2    another.
 3                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have any really
 4    big opposing fundamentalist groups in Alaska that are
 5    objecting to -- to the project?
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will know more
 7    about that when we finish the scoping phase.  I guess we
 8    have had a large number of concerns expressed so far, but
 9    I guess I can't say that there is -- I'm not prepared to
10    say that there is any particular organization opposed to
11    it.
12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  All right.  Thank you.
13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So these are very helpful
14    questions from our friends.  Let me underscore one or two
15    things about the EIS.  Let's remember that Don leads the
16    Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by
17    Donlin, and this EIS is going to take three years to reach
18    answers about the environmental protection and whether it
19    is adequate.  That's our job over the next three years.
20    We are just starting.
21              And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the
22    scoping stage, we want to be sure none of the communities
23    would be surprised about this, that everybody understands
24    there are some permit applications.  Donlin has gone to
25    the Army Corps and to the State of Alaska to ask for
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 1    permits, but until those permits are fully evaluated,
 2    nothing happens.  This is the evaluation stage.  This is
 3    the EIS.  It's going to take a while.  It's going to take
 4    three years at least, and we are just beginning that now
 5    with the public conversation.  You guys are helping us to
 6    know what issues are important in your eyes to be sure we
 7    can address those in the EIS.
 8              And then one more thing about public
 9    involvement.  Don had that diagram with circles, two gold
10    circles.  Scoping right now where you help set the agenda
11    for the EIS, that's the first really important step for
12    the public.  But then there was another gold circle.
13    Moxie and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on
14    the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that
15    technical document, but then we come back to all of the
16    communities and ask you to look at it, also.  Look at it
17    carefully and make sure we didn't miss something, that
18    what we say is understandable, it seems clear and
19    thorough, that the evaluation is complete.  So the public
20    meetings on the draft EIS would be another really
21    important opportunity for the communities to help us get
22    this evaluation right.
23                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
24    move on?
25              We will move now to a summary of the mining
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 1    project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold
 2    is a 50/50 partnership between two large international
 3    mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  The Donlin
 4    Gold deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska
 5    Native corporations.  Calista Corporation is the
 6    subsurface owner and Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface
 7    owner.  It's a very large project.  It's expected to
 8    produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
 9    mining life of 27 and a half years, and there will be --
10    during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of
11    ore each day.
12              It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
13    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
14    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK
15    Delta.
16              This area is home to some 66 communities that
17    could be affected by the project.  For many communities
18    the project might affect lands and resources that are used
19    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
20    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
21    with many permits and many agencies involved.
22              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
23    the timeline from exploration through closure.  Donlin has
24    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
25    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
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 1    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the
 2    first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.
 3    And at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies
 4    will decide to issue or to deny the permits.  If the
 5    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
 6    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
 7    and a half years of operations.
 8              At the conclusion of the active life of the
 9    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and
10    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
11    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
12    treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.
13    The land would be recontoured and native vegetation would
14    be planted.
15              Okay.  We will go now to the major components of
16    the project, starting with the pipeline and the power
17    plant.  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports
18    like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold
19    and will not generate heat.  Where it crosses major
20    rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the
21    riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
22    shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  This
23    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
24    three forks of the George River, as well as several other
25    crossings.
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 1              The image of the block valve on the right side
 2    shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off,
 3    so it would not block access to subsistence use areas.
 4    The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years to
 5    provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance by
 6    Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create a
 7    road along the right-of-way.  The design would allow
 8    access, but after construction there will be no improved
 9    access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.
10              This slide shows that the pipeline would start
11    at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet.  It would cross
12    the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the
13    foothills of the Alaska Range and into the Kuskokwim River
14    Valley and then continue west to the mine site near
15    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
16    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native
17    corporation lands.
18              Note the blue segment in the middle of the slide
19    there.  That's an alternate pipeline corridor that would
20    avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would
21    separate from the originally proposed route at milepost
22    105 and rejoin the primary alignment at milepost 150.
23    Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this
24    alternative is under consideration, and it will be
25    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
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 1    summer.
 2              This slide shows the project components at the
 3    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
 4    Number one is the open pit that would eventually cover
 5    1,400 acres.  And it will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide
 6    and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a
 7    half years of mining.
 8              The tailings impoundment, which is technically
 9    referred to as a waste treatment facility, which is number
10    two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
11    square miles.  The tailings refer to the powder-like
12    material that is left after the gold has been removed from
13    the mill.  Number three is a waste rock facility which
14    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the
15    rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore.  These
16    major facilities support the mill and could process 59,000
17    tons of ore per day.
18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Which way is Donlin --
19    Crooked Creek on that, do you know?
20                    MR. KUHLE:  It's running down this way
21    [indicating], I believe.
22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Okay.  Now, would we
23    be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to
24    see it from the river?  No?
25                    MR. KUHLE:  From the Kuskokwim River?
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 1                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Yeah.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe so.
 3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's ten miles --
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  It's ten miles north of
 5    Crooked Creek, so it's --
 6              This is an overview of the major transportation
 7    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
 8    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
 9    the river barges.  And then after the barges went up the
10    river, there would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk for
11    off-loading the fuel and the cargo.  From there, there
12    would be a 30-mile road, a new road to the mine site.  And
13    also near the mine site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.
14    And also near the mine site would be a new
15    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.
16              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
17    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
18    1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres.  The Donlin Gold
19    Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim
20    River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  The fuel
21    barges would be double-hulled, and the navigation season
22    would average 110 days per year with about three barge
23    tows passing per day, meaning that if you were standing
24    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to
25    see three barges per day.  It could be two up and one down
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 1    or one up and two down, but it would be on average three
 2    barge tows per day.  And each tow would be pushing four
 3    barges.
 4              There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per
 5    season and 58 fuel barge tows per season.  The cargo
 6    barges would carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would
 7    carry 173,000 gallons each.  And the shipping season, the
 8    barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would
 9    be pretty much the same both during construction and
10    during the operations of the project.
11                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR [ph]:  I have a
12    question.  Have you done an aerial study whether or not if
13    the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel
14    and what have you is erosion free?  I mean, some areas
15    where in -- because I do know the Kuskokwim region has
16    erosion problems.  Is this area where you are making this
17    impact, would it be safe for it to be built without
18    erosion in the future to be a danger?
19                    MR. KUHLE:  That's one of the purposes of
20    our EIS process is to evaluate that.  We will look at the
21    proposed project, and there will be studies done.  And you
22    know, we will take the information, the studies that, you
23    know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are
24    necessary we will do those, and all of that information
25    will be used to prepare the draft EIS.
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 1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Can I ask your name for
 2    the court reporter?
 3                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR:  My name is Leonard.
 4    I'm with Kwethluk Real Estate.
 5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Leonard's question
 6    helps us remember that Donlin has proposed some
 7    engineering design, and they have done some studies about
 8    ice passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwim River, and
 9    they believe this is a safe place.  But the purpose of the
10    EIS is to evaluate, to look again at the engineering
11    design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to
12    confirm that the design would be safe and would avoid any
13    damage, any risk of fuel loss from the storage area.
14                    MS. PANQALQALRIA IVAN:  Last fall there
15    was a barge around Kwethluk area that went in the water.
16    Will your barges be newly bought or will they be
17    secondhand?
18                    MR. KUHLE:  Will the barges be new or
19    secondhand?  You know, that's -- the barges, I'm sure,
20    will be up to Coast Guard standards.  You know, we will
21    make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans
22    that have been identified, but I -- you know, I don't know
23    that new or used barges -- you know, that's not something
24    we look at.  We will look to make sure that there is plans
25    in place for assuring safe operations.
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 1                    MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND:  Gloria Cleveland,
 2    member of Akiak Native Community.  Will the pipeline be
 3    monitored?
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline, yes, I'm sure it
 5    will be monitored.  They have -- trying to think of the --
 6    stations every 20 miles.
 7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It has pressure monitoring
 8    and then valves every 20 miles.
 9                    MR. KUHLE:  And they will have a pigging
10    station which will run through the pipe to, you know,
11    check to make sure it's in good condition.  I'm not sure
12    of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating
13    agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
14    Administration, and they will be responsible for ensuring
15    the safety of the pipeline.
16                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Sam George, Akiak
17    Community Council.  On the barges, there is the question
18    of the ownership of the barges that will be used for
19    transporting the cargo.  I think it's very important to
20    note that they should have, like, the one that -- that
21    sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old
22    barge.  And I think you guys should make a note that
23    whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly
24    new barges.
25              And the other concern is the -- the water levels
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 1    of the Kuskokwim, it varies yearly.  Sometimes it's low.
 2    And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, like
 3    below Kalskag, I have seen a barge that was stuck up there
 4    and they -- they had to use -- I forget what kind
 5    of equipment they had in the front of the barges, and I
 6    was afraid they were hitting the river bottom to keep them
 7    where they were going.  I think those need to be
 8    identified in the EIS process.
 9              And because we depend on the fish, I think
10    that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns
11    that I have is the traffic that's going to be as a result
12    of this project.  And we -- and the fish that we gather,
13    we have people that fish at various parts of the day or
14    night or whatever [inaudible].
15                    MR. KUHLE:  We will have those comments in
16    the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in
17    the draft EIS.  Thank you.
18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is another
19    question over here, Don.  Is there another question?  No.
20                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  My name is David
21    Gilila, Sr.  The first question is in reference to the
22    natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to
23    the Donlin there.  Some years ago, two or three years ago,
24    the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural
25    gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of
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 1    the meetings, there was an individual that reported there
 2    was a depletion of the natural gas in that area.  My
 3    question would be:  How -- in the event that there isn't
 4    enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek --
 5    if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching
 6    that line when -- when it might not be used for the length
 7    of that mine?  That's my first question there.
 8              The next one is in reference to air quality and
 9    diesel emission.  I know there is going to be one plant.
10    I know there is going to be multiple burning and
11    [indecipherable].  How much of that -- I don't know if
12    there was any done in reference to the mines down in the
13    Lower 48 that are operating now in reference to air
14    quality.  You know, anything that comes out of the chimney
15    goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other
16    areas away from the mining project.  It can reach all the
17    way down to the coast.  It depends on how strong the wind
18    is.
19              In reference to that, at one point in time
20    the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in
21    Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that
22    dropped up into the Arctic area.  In reference to that, my
23    question is going to be how -- how much of that emissions
24    coming out of that -- them chimneys, what the amount would
25    be in reference to chemicals that is detrimental to the
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 1    environment outside of the proposed mine area?
 2              The other one is right now the barges that come
 3    up the river are deteriorating private lands with the
 4    route of the barges.  I know there is three that I can
 5    identify.  One is above Kwethluk.  When they turn, they
 6    literally -- I don't know what the word would be, but they
 7    touch the bank when they are turning, and those props,
 8    they raise a lot of turbulence behind them.  And as a
 9    result, there is an erosion problem above Kwethluk, which
10    is private land.  That would be another question.  If --
11    looking at the estimated transportation of them barges, I
12    know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in
13    that area.
14              Another one is just above it where that bends,
15    what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to
16    the Kuskokwim, even there the barges are doing the same
17    thing and creating a little island between the main
18    Kuskokwim that goes over to the right side of the river
19    that goes out to the main river that goes over towards
20    Akiachak.  That area is -- if -- if I'm not mistaken,
21    maybe ten years from now, maybe not -- might not happen --
22    that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are
23    concerned.  You might be able to take a skiff through
24    there, through the bank of that river there.
25              So in reference to the mine itself, there is a
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 1    mention here in reference to surface water diverting.  My
 2    question in reference to that:  How are they diverting
 3    these little creeks here?  Are they creating natural --
 4    not natural -- manmade dams on the headwaters of these
 5    creeks?  And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that
 6    goes over to -- goes to the mine there, and there is
 7    tributaries that are going out through that main creek
 8    there, are they damning those?  And the same question, are
 9    they creating manmade ponds?
10              Groundwater consumption, what kind of
11    groundwater are they talking about?  Are they talking
12    about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to
13    use it, or what?  What kind of consumption?  Is it for
14    human consumption?
15                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will talk a little
16    bit about that later on.  If you are wanting me -- you
17    want me to -- I guess I could try to answer some of your
18    questions now, but the list is getting kind of long.  Are
19    you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a
20    response at this point?
21                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  These are the
22    questions that I am asking.  Hopefully anybody that is
23    with the scoping group here would be able to answer.
24    Other than that, maybe on the second round, maybe somebody
25    would be able to send us these questions to the point
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 1    where maybe we could understand.  And you are talking
 2    about mine dewatering.  What exactly -- so you will be
 3    covering what -- these three in reference to water, then,
 4    huh?
 5                    MR. KUHLE:  We will just briefly explain
 6    what -- some of the issues we anticipate.  It's good --
 7    these are all questions that are good to bring up to make
 8    sure they are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your
 9    comments on the barges and the erosion.  And you are
10    mentioning some very specific information there, and
11    that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.
12              So you know, your comments that you have made so
13    far have been recorded, but if you have any more specific
14    information like that, you know, I would encourage you --
15    you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead
16    and submit that either through one of our questionnaires
17    or through the website.  You can either e-mail it or mail
18    it to us, or you can call me.  I'll have my phone number
19    on here, and I can help you get that information to us.
20              But those are the types of things that we are
21    looking for is the specific information.  You know, you
22    mentioned the pipeline, air emissions and the surface
23    water diversion.  A lot of that information is already
24    available on the website.  There is what is -- you know,
25    as URS goes through, you know, they are looking at the
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 1    information and the studies that Donlin has already done,
 2    and they will determine what additional work or studies or
 3    information is necessary.  And as part of the EIS process,
 4    they will gather that information and it will go into the
 5    draft EIS which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when
 6    we expect that to be completed.
 7              So it's good that you get your questions and
 8    concerns to us now because anything you mention today in
 9    the scoping meeting or submit to us before March 29th will
10    be addressed in the EIS.  So as I said in advance, you
11    have asked a number of questions here.  I think a lot of
12    that information, you know, has been -- you know, there
13    has been work and studies done in those regards already,
14    and there is additional work that will be done.  So you
15    know, I just kind of wanted to make that point.  If you
16    have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we
17    will go on here.  We have -- in fact, after the next slide
18    I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any other
19    questions.  Maybe we will do that.
20                    MS. FORDHAM:  And Don -- David, you
21    mentioned a very specific slough, and I don't know if Mary
22    captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want
23    to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the
24    analysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get
25    that name correct.
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 1                    MR. KURT FARN:  Kurt Farn, Akiak.  Even if
 2    the pipeline of natural gas goes through, you are still
 3    going to need that much fuel to run that operation?
 4                    MR. KUHLE:  The fuel is mostly for diesel
 5    fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the large
 6    shovels and trucks that will haul the -- you know, the
 7    rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mill
 8    and the waste rock and just moving all the material
 9    around.  That's -- there is lots of equipment that, you
10    know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they --
11    you know, natural gas, I believe, is more economical, so
12    they'll use that as much as they can.
13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the natural gas is used
14    to run the electrical generator, and much of the
15    machinery, especially in the mill, is run by electricity.
16    So that's what that big natural gas generator is for.  But
17    the mobile trucks, the big equipment, still runs on
18    diesel.  So both energy sources are needed for the
19    operation of the mine.
20                    MR. KURT FARN:  That's quite a bit.  If
21    the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard
22    to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.
23    You would be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go
24    through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be
25    able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because
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 1    that plant runs off gas.
 2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for your
 3    comment.
 4                    MS. FORDHAM:  The comment about
 5    alternatives --
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, that's good.  We will be
 7    evaluating the various alternatives, you know, the
 8    pipeline as part of -- I guess we haven't identified all
 9    the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel will be
10    evaluated in the various alternatives.
11              Okay.  This slide shows the construction camp,
12    which would have 2,500 beds during the construction
13    period, and it would support a construction workforce of
14    up to 3,000 jobs.  And this includes some smaller remote
15    camps for pipeline construction.  The permanent camp would
16    have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400
17    employees working shifts, meaning that only about half of
18    the total workforce would be on site at any given time.
19              So we were planning at this point to pause and
20    see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from
21    Moxie or Vernon regarding the translation.  Do we need to
22    do that?  I think everybody seems to understand pretty
23    well.  So we will move on.  And I'll have one more chance
24    for questions on the parts of the project or the project
25    itself before we move on to some of the issues that we


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 36


 1    expect to review.
 2              If there is no questions -- yes.
 3                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Are you
 4    starting the comment period now or taking testimonies
 5    right now?
 6                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  We will do that -- I
 7    mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with
 8    the slides.
 9                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Thank you.
10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move on now to
11    several slides of examples of issues and concerns that we
12    expect to evaluate.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the
13    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  And
14    one major area of concern is water resources.  The project
15    is designed to have no discharge of mine-contacted water
16    away from the mine site, but there can still be concerns,
17    and some examples are noted on this slide.
18              Streams and other surface waters would be
19    diverted away from and around the mining activities in
20    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
21    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
22    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.
23    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
24    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
25    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
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 1    could generate acid or leach minerals, and therefore waste
 2    rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
 3    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine
 4    site.
 5              Air quality is also important, and this slide
 6    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
 7    sources of emissions, including a large number of large
 8    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
 9    create by removing and processing the overburden waste
10    rock and the ore.
11              Climate change is a growing concern and would
12    need to be considered because large amounts of
13    hydrocarbons will be burned during mining.  Mercury will
14    be looked at in several areas.  Naturally occurring
15    mercury or fugitive mercury could be released by exposing
16    it during mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur
17    during the milling process, and any mercury co-product
18    would require careful storage and transport.  Also, given
19    the large amounts of fuel and hazardous materials
20    involved, safe operating procedures and good response
21    plans will be crucial to preventing spills.
22              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
23    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
24    subsistence, and fish and land uses.  The proposed project
25    would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
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 1    approximately 10,000 acres would be at the mine site and
 2    the related infrastructure.  6,000 acres would be along
 3    the proposed pipeline.  These areas would be impacted by
 4    excavating, filling, vegetation removal or other
 5    disturbances.  6,900 acres of the total 16,000 would be
 6    wetlands.
 7              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or
 8    reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and
 9    there would also be a direct disturbance of individual
10    animals in the area.
11              Barge traffic we have talked about already.
12    There would be a substantial increase in traffic.  And
13    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by
14    the loss of land to development.
15              Here are some more examples of issues and
16    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
17    cultural resources, and recreation.  Community life
18    during -- during construction there would be a huge new
19    workforce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400
20    permanent employees, so this would bring new employment
21    and income, but it would also have many effects on
22    community life and human health.  And cultural resources,
23    both historical and archeological sites, that exist in the
24    area might be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and
25    traditional and cultural properties could also be
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 1    affected.  And recreation and visual resources, including
 2    the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by
 3    new structures and mining operations.
 4              So to conclude, we know that this proposed
 5    project and land and resources are important to you, and
 6    we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to
 7    get involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing the
 8    most important thing by being here and participating in a
 9    scoping meeting.  You can find additional information on
10    the project on the donlingoldeis.com website, and you can
11    also submit a comment form there.  You can contact me
12    directly if you have any concerns.  That's my direct phone
13    line, (907) 753-2780.  And my e-mail address is there, as
14    well.
15              For tribal matters, you can contact Amanda
16    Shearer.  She's the Corps of Engineers tribal liaison, and
17    that's her direct phone number and her e-mail address.
18    Tribal governments also, in addition to participating in
19    the EIS process, can participate in
20    government-to-government consultation.  If you would like
21    to do that, you can contact either Amanda or myself.
22    Amanda is, as I said, our tribal liaison.
23              So we would like to hear your questions and
24    comments.  And we put up here some ideas to show you the
25    type of scoping comments that we are looking for.  We are
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 1    looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed
 2    in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and
 3    effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you
 4    may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out
 5    about any important information available in your
 6    community.  And if you do have any written comments --
 7    I'll open it up for testimony here and any other questions
 8    you may have.
 9              If you do have any written comments, we ask that
10    you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make
11    sure that they are fully recorded.
12                    MR. GEORGE GUY:  Can I start off?  Because
13    we have a plane to catch.  My name is George Guy.  I'm the
14    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  But I have
15    written testimony to make on the proposed mine.  And I do
16    thank you, Mr. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comment
17    on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environmental impact
18    statement.
19              For the record, my name is George Guy.  I'm the
20    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  I'm also on
21    the board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which I
22    must remain neutral on this project.  But today I'm
23    speaking on behalf of Kwethluk, Incorporated.  Like many
24    other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokwim
25    Region, we are mainly Yup'ik Eskimo language speaking
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 1    Alaska residents and basically live a subsistence,
 2    fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for
 3    cash scarce area.  Commercial fisheries and other seasonal
 4    or odd jobs supplement this lifestyle.  Salmon is our main
 5    staple food, a renewable resource.
 6              In behalf of the shareholders of Kwethluk,
 7    Incorporated and the residents, I would like to comment on
 8    the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  Based on our
 9    historically traditional and customary subsistence,
10    hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and
11    primarily on the barge traffic.  As Mr. David Gilila
12    indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our
13    lands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwim River.
14              Basically when the Kuskokwim River is full of
15    salmon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short
16    span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our
17    renewable resources, the salmon might be affected by the
18    barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets
19    that we utilize to harvest salmon.  And that will impact
20    our people, our salmon, and our eroding lands through the
21    barge traffic community from the mouth of the Kuskokwim
22    River all the way up to the proposed mine site.  It takes
23    a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our
24    renewable resources to implement our needs.
25              Some of the potential damages that might occur,
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 1    barges might collide with boats, nets.  And as nowadays we
 2    are under combat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the
 3    codes and regulations that we have to abide by, and there
 4    is limited openings and closures of fishing of all the
 5    salmon species migrating up and down the Kuskokwim River.
 6    Salmon fish, jacks and mature salmon and the erosion of
 7    the river banks by the barges.  Make sure that the
 8    proposed project is done in an environmentally sound and
 9    safe way.
10              And in closing, on behalf of the shareholders of
11    Kwethluk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, I
12    thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this
13    project that will have a long-term effect if it becomes a
14    reality.  Thank you.
15                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you for your comments.
16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We asked folks to sign if
17    they wanted to testify.  So maybe we will go to the list,
18    but I think this was a good point.  If anybody has to
19    leave early, maybe we want to make room for them to go
20    early.  Mike, you are signed up first on the list, but
21    let's be sure if anybody else has a plane soon, that they
22    have an opportunity to speak before we wrap up.
23                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  I have to catch my
24    dog team.
25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  If anybody has a dog team
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 1    to catch before they have to go.  So Mike Williams will be
 2    the first person.  So let's hear your comments.
 3                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Hello.  My name is
 4    Michael Williams.  I am one of the members of the Akiak
 5    Native Community IRA Council for a long time and also a
 6    subsistence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog musher here
 7    in Akiak for a long time, ever since I can remember.  You
 8    know, after I went to boarding school, along with Moxie
 9    here -- or Moxie is older than me, so he graduated earlier
10    than me from the same school in Oregon.
11              But anyway, I wanted to make comments on the
12    Donlin Gold Project.  You know, ever since there was a
13    thought for a gold mine up in Crooked Creek, you know, we
14    were very concerned about the river and the impacts that
15    it may have on our people and the Kuskokwim River,
16    although the economic opportunities, the jobs, and we
17    understand that.  And when we raise concerns, it -- we
18    were thought of being against a gold mine, and we were
19    not.  We were concerned about the mercury emissions,
20    mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring
21    because mercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in
22    the rocks and hills.  And when you disturb the land, then
23    it happens.  But that was our concern, that it may affect
24    our salmon.  We depend on salmon for our subsistence way
25    of life.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 44


 1              And in turn, our concern was the impact on
 2    health because the status of our Native health is -- you
 3    know, we have highest rates of cancer deaths and we have
 4    highest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates
 5    of health-related deaths.  And our health status is very,
 6    very challenging right now.  And I think with the impact
 7    also on housing was a concern, as well, because a lot of
 8    our people don't have enough housing.  And with the influx
 9    of people, then housing, need for housing will also impact
10    us.  So coupled with the increase of people here, an
11    increase of possible sexually transmitted diseases,
12    alcohol, drugs that are being brought in from the outside
13    when there is cash influx and when people have influx of
14    economic development.  Those things that we see were very
15    concerning to us.
16              We want to protect our languages, our cultures
17    here because -- because of the impact for 30 years, it's
18    going to have the biggest impact in the history of our
19    region.  You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak,
20    NYAC mine, and we had -- the government had brought in
21    laplanders across there in Akiak, but we seemed to have
22    protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and
23    strong; but nevertheless, we were impacted by diseases
24    that were brought in from the outside, and there were
25    great deaths.  You know, there was massive deaths.  And
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 1    there was a hospital here, and a lot of people came from
 2    all over the region to be treated here.  But a lot of them
 3    died and we buried them here.  They couldn't have no --
 4    they didn't have the capacity to go back.
 5              But in terms of human health, we have to make
 6    sure that we do an assessment on health impacts or health
 7    status of the community, alcohol, physical health,
 8    emotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we
 9    have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an
10    impact in diminishing the status of our health, but to
11    increase the status, health status of our people
12    physically, emotionally, mentally, et cetera.  So I just
13    wanted to make sure that health impact assessments are
14    done and in a way that we will increase human health
15    instead of decreasing impacts on human health.
16              Again, our subsistence way of life must be
17    protected.  Our salmon must be protected, making sure that
18    we continue our way of life.  I know the salmon are being
19    impacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to
20    maintain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our
21    livelihood, despite, you know, if mining goes, then do
22    everything we can to protect our water resource.  We
23    depend on water and clean water, and without that water,
24    we are dead.
25              But I think those are, in my mind, the impacts
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 1    on health, impacts on our subsistence resources, and the
 2    issue of the erosion.  If we could have -- you know, our
 3    erosion in Akiak was impacted this past spring by -- this
 4    past summer by high winds and storms, and we lost about
 5    200 feet already.  And the Army Corps of Engineers'
 6    projections were exceeded this past summer.  So we lost
 7    about 200 feet of land for erosion.  And with that
 8    increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger
 9    impact on our community.  So I think erosion protection on
10    our villages would be helpful.  With two and a half, three
11    barges a day increased, it's going to have a major impact.
12    And I agree with David Gilila who made that earlier
13    statement on some of the impacts that he identified.
14              But again, I think if Donlin Creek is going to
15    be developed, the tribal governments must be on the table.
16    Our ways must be protected, and our ways of life must be
17    protected instead of damaged.  And I think it can be
18    developed in a way that all the protections can be there.
19              But those are my comments.  And I will make
20    written comments on your website, whichever.  But I just
21    wanted to make those -- point those potential impacts to
22    our communities.  And hopefully that our people, our young
23    people will be -- if it is developed, if the mine is
24    developed, that the job opportunities are realized by our
25    young people with -- you know, with training and
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 1    educational opportunities that go along with it.  But
 2    we -- but we -- we must be prepared post the mining life,
 3    and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik
 4    people that we have survived over thousands of years here.
 5    And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC mine
 6    and other economic opportunities here, and we need to keep
 7    that in kind.  Thank you.
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
 9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  David Gilila is next on
10    the list.  I don't know if there are additional comments,
11    if David is still with us.  Catherine Williams.  Nikolai
12    Alexie.
13                    MR. NIKOLAI ALEXIE:  Thank you.  My name
14    is Nikolai Alexie.  I'm from Kwethluk.  I just have mostly
15    questions.  So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed
16    to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection
17    of rainwater, the amount of water used daily, and the
18    recycled water after it's unusable?  In some years, the
19    natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fluctuates.
20    We have dry years and wet years.
21              If after the completion of the mine, how will
22    the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is
23    too much precipitation in one year?  All that overflowing
24    water, where do you think it's going?  It will go -- it
25    has to go somewhere.  So that's my question.  Quyana.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
 2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Next would be Nick Ayapau.
 3                    MR. NICK AYAPAU:  My name is Nick Ayapau.
 4    I'm from Kwethluk.  And I have two comments, I guess.  One
 5    is regarding the erosion, which most of us talked about,
 6    but I guess I have a question.  In aerial photos that we
 7    can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how
 8    the damage that it had from the barges going up and down
 9    without, you know, the proposed three, I think it will add
10    more.  And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has
11    been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while
12    I have been watching it.  And it's like -- I have a fish
13    camp near where that is, and when we go out to the river,
14    we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and
15    I know that if that part opens up more, it's going to
16    affect Kwethluk.
17              And right now -- last year Kwethluk residents,
18    Kwethluk IRA Council had moved four houses to relocate
19    them.  And I think if we -- if the barges go up and down
20    that way, I think that's going to be -- and I was
21    wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to
22    relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or --
23    you know, it's just a question.
24              But that's our concern right there.  We have --
25    the reason that I'm requesting aerial photos is that when
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 1    it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it
 2    has to go through.  And that horseshoe is getting -- you
 3    know, shrinking.  If it goes through that little land, you
 4    know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and I think Kwethluk
 5    has to relocate.  And that's -- that's our -- that's our
 6    concern.  And we have been watching that, monitoring that
 7    area.
 8              And another thing, my comment was the
 9    response -- the response time of when -- if a barge -- if
10    a barge, you know, leaks or whatever, because like a
11    fellow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, last year Faulkner
12    and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- something
13    happened when it was -- I guess it was a storm, and then
14    it went down, equipment and some stuff in that little
15    barge.  And the response -- I don't know how that response
16    went.  I know the City of Kwethluk and IRA Council had
17    called somebody from Bethel to do something about that.
18    And up to this date we don't have no report on what they
19    did.
20              Is that going to be the same thing if the
21    barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens
22    and it's going to affect our fish?  And we have a watering
23    point at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down,
24    and I think -- and equipment went down and something --
25    the barge itself and the equipment went down.  I don't
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 1    know what they did after that happened, but our water --
 2    our watering point is near that area.  I mean, and they --
 3    people have been reporting when they go get water they see
 4    oil and diesel, and probably metal leaching, too.  And
 5    that's what maybe Health and Social Services can look into
 6    in that area.
 7              So my question was, I wonder how the response
 8    would be if something happens up, you know, where the --
 9    the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever
10    happens and then stuff came down and, you know --
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess to try to answer
12    your question, I guess, again, we are here for scoping to
13    gather comments and information.  And your comments about
14    the erosion and the specific information about erosion is
15    helpful for the studies that will be done to look at the
16    impacts that all this barge traffic will have on the
17    river.
18              As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard
19    about that before, and I don't know what the problem was
20    with the response on that.  But I'm sure it will be
21    considered as, you know, plans are, you know, developed
22    for, you know, dealing or how -- as we look at how all
23    this barge traffic would be addressed.  And if there were
24    to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place
25    to deal with that.
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 1              But again, you know, that's all helpful
 2    information.  And, you know, we will -- you know, you have
 3    made your comments.  It's, you know, on the record.  We
 4    will take a look at it.  You will be able to look at the
 5    draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed.  And
 6    again, if you have any, you know, more specific
 7    information like that, we would like to hear it.  You
 8    know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when
 9    you are talking about a certain slough and what's
10    happening over the last ten years so that can be
11    considered.  So thank you.
12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The next speaker would be
13    George Guy.  Additional comments?  Then Ivan M. Ivan,
14    please.
15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  My name is Ivan M.
16    Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and IRA Council from
17    the Akiak community.  I just want to recap.  My comments
18    are not directed at any one individual, but public
19    authority within our government system.  Looking back to a
20    couple of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP,
21    we tried to submit a resolution that didn't pass because
22    the executive direction of the regional corporation, I
23    believe it was, was against it, and I could not muster
24    enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mike made a
25    comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the
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 1    table in all of this.
 2              The idea was not to stop the process, but to
 3    have an input into the system to protect life and -- life
 4    and natural resources on this river system and that this
 5    project is not small.  And I'd like to -- I hear
 6    information on the size.  I understand that projections
 7    are 30 years in operation.  Am I correct?  The estimated
 8    gold ounces, what are they now?
 9                    MS. BLANCHARD:  A million ounces a year, I
10    believe.
11                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  A million ounces a year
12    versus whatever the value today is.
13                    MS. BLANCHARD:  $1,500 an ounce, I think.
14                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know what the --
15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  I'm trying to get to
16    the point of what the impact of that dollar would do to
17    our communities, the human factor and, of course, the
18    natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection.  And
19    if you would consider consultation ongoing as you are
20    doing now, in my opinion, consult with the tribes as much
21    as you can, allow them the opportunity to input in your
22    system into the environmental impact.  We were not able to
23    at that time get a resolution passed through the regional
24    association when we asked for the tribes to be on the
25    table as the rest of them so that we can be represented.
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 1    And we are going to do the best we can in this process to
 2    put as much recommendations or information, pro or con,
 3    into -- to let you know.
 4              One of the concerns that we have, and I hope --
 5    and it was alluded to by Mr. Williams -- we serve on the
 6    same council here in Akiak -- is the human impact that,
 7     -- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a lot of
 8    dollar around, what usually comes with it is alcohol and
 9    possibly drugs, and that's potential.  That's what we are
10    talking about.  If the U.S. Department of Justice or
11    someone could be ready to provide support to local
12    enforcement -- community enforcement to help them cope
13    with this on the way, that should be considered in our --
14    in our opinion.
15              It's such a big project, it's going to have a
16    pretty heavy human impact.  The biggest concern that we
17    have, protect the salmon, mainly the fish and the wildlife
18    on the land.  That dollar value of fish and wildlife, I
19    couldn't put a dollar amount.  For thousands of years that
20    kept us alive.  We would like to see it another thousand
21    years ahead of us to continue.  Please put in as much
22    protection as possible in all these plans as best as you
23    can.  It's -- I can't fathom the amount of impact it will
24    have on us.  It's not going to be small.
25              The biggest concern our people have is please
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 1    ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maximum
 2    amount -- maximum possible and the human impact it would
 3    have on small communities.
 4              That's basically my comments.  And my question
 5    is:  As you said, this is your first time here.  Are we --
 6    can we expect other sessions like this in the future so we
 7    could be sure what comments we make would be considered?
 8                    MR. KUHLE:  To answer your question, we
 9    will be back after the draft EIS has been prepared, which
10    is expected to be August 2014.  We will have another round
11    of public meetings.  And the draft EIS will also address
12    all the comments that are made.  So that would be a way to
13    see how your comments have been addressed.  And also you
14    mentioned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tribal
15    consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or myself
16    and, you know, express your concerns.  Or you can contact
17    us for other -- anytime you want you can contact us for
18    government-to-government consultation.  So I encourage you
19    to do that.  And again, through March 29th is the scoping
20    period.  So feel free to call me or Amanda.  We will be
21    glad to discuss it.  If you would like to have a
22    teleconference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in
23    and see us.
24                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  One other question that
25    I have is:  The Indian Health Service that provides health
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 1    service to Native communities like us here is, I believe,
 2    contracted by Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, if
 3    I'm not mistaken; that they also be invited to make
 4    comments in the health issues for our people.  That's all.
 5    It's just to be careful along the way as best as humanly
 6    possible.
 7                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.
 8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  That's all I have.  If
 9    you have questions, I'll try and answer them.
10                    MR. KUHLE:  I would be glad to speak with
11    you.  I don't have any specific questions right now.
12    Thank you.
13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me mention again
14    that there is the comment sheets at the back to provide
15    comments, any kind of written comments if you would like.
16    And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.
17    These are self-mailing.  You fold them over, put a stamp
18    and there they go.  But it also has the website for the
19    Donlin Gold EIS Project.  So a lot of information.
20              Somebody asked about the water balance plan, and
21    that plan is actually on the website.  It's the proposed
22    engineering for water balance, but if you would like to
23    look into it in more detail on some of these things, this
24    website would have additional background information.  So
25    the comment forms could help you find the website address.
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 1    And we would look forward to having people learn more and
 2    more about it.
 3              So then the next person to speak was Demian
 4    Sigler.  And I know Demian spoke earlier, but we welcome
 5    more.
 6                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Demian Sigler from
 7    Akiak.  I wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going
 8    to open.  Seems like this is the first operation of
 9    hopefully not many.  Because I've seen that greed of, you
10    know, not just Donlin.  Like United States, they -- they
11    hunger minerals, all kinds of minerals.  Is this going to
12    open the doors for other companies to start saying Alaska
13    has a lot of resources?  And are you, like, going to be
14    the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in
15    our rooms saying that we will support you, but we are
16    going to take away from the land?  Is the greed going to
17    stop someplace of wanting to take, take, take?  And should
18    we stop this process before we are over our heads and we
19    can't stop it?  Because I hear a lot of concerns about our
20    habitat.  I also have that feeling of economic greed, that
21    we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wondering
22    how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin
23    Creek gets accepted.  Thank you.
24                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Brenda Lamont perhaps
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 1    wanted to testify.  There is a check in the box.  Brenda?
 2    And I think we want to make sure anybody else who has
 3    comments would be welcome to provide those comments.  I
 4    believe Sam George is ready to offer some additional
 5    comments.
 6                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Yeah, I want to -- I was
 7    hoping the rest of the crew would come down.  I don't know
 8    what happened to them.  But I want to comment on the --
 9    first I want to thank the Akiak Native Community for
10    hosting the -- the meeting here.  And I want to welcome
11    the Army Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew
12    here to this scoping meeting.
13              Ever since the Donlin Creek issue came about,
14    you know, one of the major concerns that I have is the --
15    the barge traffic.  And as I stated earlier, you know, the
16    water level is always different each year.  And some years
17    we have a very low water level.  And like I stated
18    earlier, I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they
19    are using backhoes to pull themselves up.  And those
20    issues need to be addressed by the EIS process.
21              And the other concern that I had was the use of
22    explosives, you know, the use of dynamite, if they can use
23    those kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.
24    When they start the extraction process, I'm sure they are
25    going to use a lot of explosives during that process.  And
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 1    I think that needs to be addressed.
 2              The other area is the snow level that we have
 3    each year, and the process that -- you know, when the
 4    melting process goes through, we have a lot of water that,
 5    you know, overflows.  And that needs to be addressed by
 6    this process.  And I know when you had the presentation, I
 7    think my -- the process was like 59,000 tons a day for
 8    processing.
 9              And the other concern, I know when I went
10    through the comment by our council president, he was
11    talking about the fault lines.  And this is the fault line
12    that goes from -- that covers that area as far as like
13    earthquakes are concerned.  I think those need to be
14    addressed by the process.
15              The other is wetland restoration.  I know
16    sometime ago, Mary from Donlin Creek mentioned that --
17    that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or minerals
18    have to set aside monies for wetlands restoration.  And I
19    think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.
20    And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our
21    wetlands to their natural states, I think that should be
22    addressed, also.
23              And one other concern is the -- the George River
24    is the spawning area for the king salmon.  And I know we
25    have over the years -- you know, we are seeing less king
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 1    salmon going up.  And I think that needs to be looked into
 2    very seriously by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
 3    Fish & Game departments.  And looking at the seasonal
 4    impacts, you know, we have various weather patterns.  We
 5    have -- like during the winter we have high winds.
 6    Summertime we also have high winds and continuous
 7    rainfalls.  You know, those need to be addressed.
 8              And the other alternative to barging, I think --
 9    you know, I don't know.  It's probably too late, but I
10    know I mentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road
11    alternate that might be considered maybe from the mouth of
12    the river to the mine site to bring some -- you know,
13    the -- like freight and fuel.  I think that could be
14    less -- there would be less impact to the river if there
15    was a road.  And I'm sure -- I'm sure one of the ideas
16    that I had was if the -- alongside of the river most of
17    the land is Native corporation land.  And it would
18    probably not cover -- it would probably go through like
19    part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that
20    alternative, I think, would have less environmental impact
21    to like the river because of the -- the water levels are
22    very unpredictable because sometimes we have high water
23    levels and we have a lot of erosion that we are facing
24    right now.
25              And the last proposal, I think -- I know I've
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 1    heard about this from Calista, but I don't know if it's
 2    really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do
 3    environmental restoration which would be controlled by the
 4    tribes, the State, the federal government to restore
 5    habitat, like if -- if there is -- if there is a disaster
 6    caused by the mine, I think this fund would be to restore
 7    fisheries, wetlands.  You can do a lot of things to, you
 8    know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat,
 9    fisheries habitat, those sort of things.  And I think --
10    and I know someone mentioned that if there would be a fund
11    established --
12              I know looking over the website, in four years
13    they are going to extract, like, 1.5 million ounces of
14    gold a day -- I mean a year.  Then after four years they
15    would go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year
16    period the gold mine would be in operation.  And looking
17    at the extraction site, it would be two miles long, one
18    mile wide and 1,500 feet deep site.
19              So it's a very, you know, big project.  And
20    there is going to be a lot of money involved; you know,
21    billions and billions of dollars, at stake.  So maybe an
22    escrow account -- with the absence of like the borough
23    government -- we have no borough government out here.  The
24    escrow would be -- I know Mike mentioned that; right,
25    Mike?  But you know, the -- and I don't know how much


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 61


 1    Calista would get out of the mine.
 2              You know, those issues will probably come at a
 3    later date.  But I want to thank you, again, for the
 4    opportunity to address the scoping process.  And if I can,
 5    I'll probably do a written comment.  But if you guys have
 6    questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.
 7    And their number is 825-4328, the office number.  And you
 8    can try to get ahold of me from there.  Thanks.
 9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Any additional comments or
10    concerns?
11                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I think
12    there has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges
13    going up and down.  And just a few miles above Akiak, they
14    have been beaching and dumping gravel and changing the --
15    the river flow.  And it has caused erosion problems here
16    in a bad way.  But beyond four or five miles above Akiak,
17    that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they
18    need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to
19    be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be
20    very -- you know, the -- a lot of those gravel barges have
21    to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching
22    in some of the salmon areas above Akiak here between here
23    and Tuluksak.  So I think they need to be very careful
24    between here and Tuluksak to make sure that they go
25    through the right channels.
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 1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd like to
 2    talk to you a little bit after about that.  That's
 3    separate from the Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if
 4    you will be here a little bit, I'll talk to you afterwards
 5    about that.
 6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's see if there are any
 7    other comments, and we will move towards closing in a few
 8    minutes.  But we want to be sure we have had a chance to
 9    learn everything you all have to offer.  Maybe we have to
10    make a few thank yous to close the meeting.
11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for coming.
12    And again, we encourage you to visit our website,
13    donlingoldeis.com, or contact me directly.  And we look
14    forward to your comments.
15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And thanks to the folks
16    who helped us get the room set up, the equipment, all of
17    that.  We really appreciate the welcome, and we look
18    forward to coming back before too long.
19              (Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m.)
20
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17                              Registered Merit Reporter
                                Notary Public for Alaska
18
19              My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2016
20
21
22
23
24
25
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: So folks, I think we might
 3  get started.  If we can invite you to find seats, we might
 4  get underway.  So thanks to everybody for coming this
 5  afternoon.  I think we might get started with the
 6  presentation.  But we would like to start with an
 7  invocation.  And Mike Williams has offered to say a word
 8  to get us started in a good way.
 9            (Invocation offered by Michael Williams.)
10                  MR. KUHLE: Good afternoon.  Welcome to
11  the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
12  environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My
13  name is Don Kuhle with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and
14  I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are
15  a few people with URS Alaska, which is the contractor
16  that's helping the Corps prepare the EIS, and they are
17  Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be
18  helping me with the presentation today, also.
19                  MR. BRELSFORD: So I wanted to say thanks
20  again for joining us.  Moxie and I work on the technical
21  team that prepares some of the written materials to
22  support the Army Corps of Engineers.  I spent some years
23  living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillingham and traveled
24  a little bit out here years ago.  But it's really great to
25  be back and to be a part of this project.  It's very
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 1  important for people in the region, and we want to be good
 2  listeners and to learn from people in the region in order
 3  to prepare a really useful environmental impact statement.
 4            And let me ask Moxie to say a word, and then we
 5  want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help
 6  with translating if we need it.
 7                  MR. ALEXIE: My name is Moxie Alexie.
 8  Since November of last year -- beginning 2004 through
 9  November of this last year I worked with AVCP, Inc. out of
10  Bethel as a realty officer, and in November, URS, when
11  they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS
12  Project, they asked me if I wanted to come to work for
13  them, and I did.  I accepted the offer and had to move to
14  Anchorage.
15            Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really important
16  to me.  I lived -- I'm originally upriver from Sleetmute,
17  a small village upriver from the Donlin Gold mine site,
18  five, six miles upriver from the old Red Devil mine.  I
19  have four boys, three girls.  And long after I'm gone, my
20  kids, my grandkids, they will be -- they will be living
21  off the land.  They will be living off the Kuskokwim River
22  for their fishing.  And so this project is really
23  important to me, probably one of the main reasons why I
24  accepted a position with URS when they offered me this job
25  to help the Army Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin
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 1  Gold EIS.
 2            But this is not my first time here in Akiak.  I
 3  have been here many times and plan to be back.  If we need
 4  a translator, if we need a translation, we have Catherine,
 5  a local lady here; Catherine Williams will translate for
 6  us if we need one.  Thank you.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  This is the agenda for
 8  today.  We have a slide to provide you with an idea of the
 9  topics that we will be covering.  We want to talk about
10  the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EIS
11  milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic overview of
12  the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  And then we
13  will summarize a few issues as a way of inviting your
14  comments.  We encourage you to get involved, and we will
15  tell you how to do that.
16            Okay.  We are here because Donlin Gold has
17  proposed an open pit gold mine ten miles north of Crooked
18  Creek.  And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to
19  identify and analyze the potential impacts.  The Corps is
20  neither a proponent or an opponent of the project.  It's
21  Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in making
22  permit decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.
23  Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS process,
24  and they can also help fulfill the public involvement
25  requirements for the National Historic Preservation Act.
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 1                  MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS: For the record, I
 2  don't think we need a translator, so keep going.
 3                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  This
 4  map gives an orientation to the project area, which
 5  extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked
 6  Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River, and it also
 7  includes the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area
 8  with little development to date and no existing roads to
 9  the region.  The proposed mine would require all new
10  infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  All this
11  would be subject to permitting before it could proceed.
12            This map gives an idea of the logistics and the
13  supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
14  logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west
15  coast ports, west coast from the Lower 48.  The fuel and
16  cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from
17  ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river
18  barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for
19  transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would
20  then be barged upriver and then off-loaded at a new barge
21  landing at Jungjuk port.  The new pipeline indicated in
22  yellow there would extend from Cook Inlet to bring in
23  natural gas for the mill.
24            So now we are going to turn to the EIS process,
25  and we will start by explaining why an EIS is prepared in
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 1  the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act,
 2  or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action
 3  significantly affecting the quality of the human
 4  environment.  In this case Donlin Gold has submitted an
 5  application for permits under section 404 of the Clean
 6  Water Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.
 7  Issuance of these permits would be a major federal action
 8  and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts
 9  of the proposed project.  The EIS, along with other
10  applicable laws and regulations, will be used by the Corps
11  and other agencies to make their permit decisions.
12            This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and
13  regional organizations will work together on the EIS.  We
14  have several cooperating agency representatives with us
15  today, and I'd like to invite them to introduce themselves
16  and say a few words about the role of their agencies in
17  this EIS process.  We have Jenny Blanchard from the Bureau
18  of Land Management.
19                  MS. BLANCHARD: Hi, everybody.  My name is
20  Jenny Blanchard, and I'm representing the BLM.  And we are
21  a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is
22  proposing a natural gas pipeline to help power their mine,
23  and that would cross some BLM land, so we have to decide
24  whether to give them what we call a right-of-way permit,
25  give them permission to build a pipeline across BLM land.
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 1  So that's why we are cooperating on this project.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  We also have Tami
 3  Fordham with the Environmental Protection Agency.
 4                  MS. FORDHAM: I'll come up here.  So hi.
 5  I'm Tami Fordham.  I work for the Environmental Protection
 6  Agency out of the Anchorage office, and I haven't been to
 7  Akiak before, but thank you for having us here to come and
 8  talk with you.  I used to serve as the tribal liaison for
 9  this region about five years ago.  Then I took another job
10  at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work
11  with tribes.  So I'm still part of the tribal program, and
12  I'm one of a team of people that work for EPA that are
13  working with the Army Corps of Engineers as a cooperating
14  agency.
15            And while EPA doesn't have any permits to issue
16  on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Army
17  Corps to develop an environmental impact statement that
18  addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean
19  air and water, oil and chemical spill planning and
20  response, and the National Environmental Policy Act.  We
21  also have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air
22  and water quality permits, so that's another part of it.
23  And we also bring special expertise.  We have a mining
24  team.  We also have expertise in air and water monitoring
25  and modeling, wetlands, geochemistry, working with tribes
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 1  to bring in traditional knowledge into decisionmaking
 2  processes, environmental justice and tribal consultation.
 3  So a lot of different things that EPA is bringing to the
 4  project.
 5            And thank you for having us here.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.  We also have Jeff
 7  Bruno from the State of Alaska.
 8                  MR. BRUNO: I'm Jeff Bruno with the
 9  Department of Natural Resources.  My primary function on
10  this project is to serve as a single point contact for the
11  State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the
12  applicant.  The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.
13  We agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and
14  experience to help evaluate the proposed project.
15            As you will see on a slide that will come up
16  later, the State also has several permits that this
17  project would still need to apply for at a later date.  So
18  there is still a process for the State to do outside of
19  the environmental impact statement.
20            Additionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Social
21  Services is here, and I'll let her explain kind of what
22  her role is on this project.
23                  MS. YODER: Hi, everyone.  I'm Sarah
24  Yoder, and I work for the Alaska Department of Health and
25  Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact Assessment


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (2) Pages 6 - 9







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


Page 10


 1  Program, and our role in this process is we are doing a
 2  health impact assessment on the Donlin Gold Project.  And
 3  part of that work will be integrated into the EIS.  So if
 4  you have any health-related comments or questions, please
 5  feel free to talk to me.
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  We also have two other
 7  federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here
 8  today.  They are the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
 9  Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.
10  We also have three tribal governments that are
11  participating as cooperating agencies.  They are Crooked
12  Creek, Chuathbaluk and Napaimute.  And the Kuskokwim River


13  Watershed Council is also a cooperating agency for the
14  EIS.
15            Donlin Gold Project will require many federal
16  permits and consultations, and this slide provides several
17  examples.  I'll just let you take a look at that briefly
18  and also mention that you can find a much more
19  comprehensive list of all the permits and consultations
20  and other requirements that can be found in the
21  application on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.
22            This slide shows the -- there are also many
23  permits required from the State of Alaska.  As Jeff
24  mentioned, there is a number of agencies involved.  And
25  again, since he mentioned a number of those, I'll just let
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 1  you take a quick look at this.  And again, you can find a
 2  much more comprehensive list on the project website.
 3            Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
 4  preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows the six
 5  major steps that we will be taking from now through
 6  November 2015.  The first step in the process was the
 7  Notice of Intent that was published in the Federal
 8  Register on December 14th.  And that began the scoping
 9  process, which is where we are at right now, and this
10  meeting is part of that.  We are having meetings,
11  providing information about the project, explaining the
12  EIS process.  And we are also asking for your comments and
13  any information you may have.
14            The information that we gather in the scoping
15  meetings, along with the information provided with
16  Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS
17  determines are necessary, all that information will be
18  used to produce the draft EIS, which is expected to be
19  completed about August 2014.  And the dates we are
20  providing here are estimates.  They could slip, but that's
21  our projection at this point.
22            Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have a
23  public review period again in which we will have another
24  round of meetings similar to the scoping meetings that we
25  are having now.  We will also have the information on the
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 1  website, and we will be asking people to review the draft
 2  and provide their comments.  And the information that's
 3  gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final
 4  EIS, which is expected to be completed around October
 5  2015.  And then the final EIS will be used by the various
 6  agencies in making their permit decisions.  Each agency
 7  will prepare their own Record of Decision.
 8            One important thing to notice on this slide is
 9  the two gold-colored areas.  Those are the best
10  opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions
11  that you may have about the project so they can all be
12  included in the draft EIS.  Any information we receive by
13  March 29th will be included in the draft.
14                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: The word scoping, could
15  you define what scoping means as far as --
16                  MR. KUHLE: Scoping is just a process of
17  trying to determine the extent of the -- identifying the
18  full extent of the project and providing information about
19  the project and, you know, asking questions from the
20  public, getting their input and what their issues and
21  concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EIS
22  process.  It's really just a time period to disseminate
23  information and provide information about the project and
24  to seek any additional information that can be found and
25  could be used to evaluate the project.
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 1            You are welcome to ask questions, but if you do,
 2  we would ask that you provide your name at the beginning
 3  of your question or your statement so that our court
 4  recorder can have a record of it.  Yes.
 5                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Do you have
 6  scholarship programs for our young generation?
 7                  MR. KUHLE: I'm representing the Corps of
 8  Engineers today, so I'm not the -- I don't have
 9  information on that, no.  I mean, the Corps of Engineers
10  itself, I guess -- I'm not speaking in regard to the
11  Donlin Project, but it does have internships and other
12  processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could
13  go onto the Corp.'s website.
14                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: Ivan M. Ivan, Akiak
15  Native Community.  I just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps
16  of Engineers, how it's set up.  I don't know how big it
17  is, but which people from the Corps -- I know they do a
18  lot of other stuff, work.  Which areas come out, titles,
19  like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps?  Not
20  the -- not -- I mean, not -- people that go out to these
21  meetings is yourself and others.
22                  MR. KUHLE: I am a project manager.  We
23  have many project managers that are assigned to various
24  projects, and I'm the project manager for the Donlin Gold
25  Project EIS.  And I work in the regulatory division.  And
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 1  the regulatory division is the division that issues the
 2  permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
 3  section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And that's how
 4  we are involved.
 5                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: You have other people
 6  that you could assign or work with?
 7                  MR. KUHLE: On this project?
 8                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: Yes.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: There are other people that
10  may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS
11  Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the EIS.
12  So they will be doing all the technical evaluation.  And
13  they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we
14  will use the information they develop to prepare the
15  Record of Decision for a permit.
16                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: Thank you.
17                  MR. BRELSFORD: Don, maybe it would help
18  to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the
19  bottom, you are going to make a recommendation, but you
20  are not signing the Record of Decision.  So who are the
21  decisionmakers up above your level?
22                  MR. KUHLE: Right.  The actual
23  decisionmaker for this project will be the District
24  Engineer, which is Colonel Lestochi, who I believe you
25  said you had met.
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 1                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: Yes.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: In Anchorage he would be the
 3  decisionmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this
 4  comes to the final EIS.  District Engineer is the person
 5  that will make the permit decision for the project.
 6                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: Thank you.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: I think we finished this
 8  slide, so we will move on.  We talked about this a little
 9  bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide
10  information and listen to the residents in the affected
11  region.  We have broken this into four areas.  The first
12  is to provide information about the EIS milestones, which
13  we discussed in -- we just got done looking at the
14  previous slide explaining that.
15            The next is to share information about the
16  proposed project, and we will do this more in the
17  presentation today.  And information is also available on
18  the project website and in the newsletters that are being
19  mailed out.  The next two are to identify issues and
20  concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process
21  and to identify useful information from the communities.
22  These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to
23  help us with.  We would like to know what you would like
24  to see addressed in the EIS, and we would like to know if
25  you have any information that we can use in making a good


Page 16


 1  decision in the EIS.
 2            This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.
 3  The first week we started with the villages nearest the
 4  project, and then this week we are focusing on the lower
 5  Kuskokwim River.  In February we will be traveling to the
 6  Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon, and in March we will
 7  be going to the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.
 8            This map is a little busy, but the color scheme
 9  represents the many subregions of the project area and
10  helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an
11  example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
12  villages nearest the proposed project.  And in that
13  subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was
14  the closest community to the project and also in Aniak,
15  which is a subregional hub.  So for the other subregions,
16  we will also have meetings in the subregional hubs.
17            I guess that's kind of the end of the
18  explanation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that
19  we will be going through.  So I guess we will pause here
20  to see if there is any other questions on the actual
21  process before we go into the project description.
22                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: How many permits have
23  you already obtained?
24                  MR. KUHLE: How many permits?
25                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: How many permits have
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 1  you already obtained?
 2                  MR. KUHLE: I'm not aware that there are
 3  any permits other than for -- exploration activities, I'm
 4  sure, required a number of permits.  There were permits
 5  from the Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands
 6  during the exploration.
 7                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Do you have a website
 8  that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there
 9  is scoping and getting permits.  And is there a website
10  that we can go to to keep us informed?
11                  MR. KUHLE: Yes.  donlingoldeis.com.
12                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Donlin --
13                  MR. KUHLE: donlingoldeis.com.  It will be
14  on the last slide that we show today, too, so if you
15  wanted to write it down, or it will be on some of the
16  information on the table that you can pick up on your way
17  out.  It will be on there.
18                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Is there any
19  difficulty permit you are looking at that's really hard to
20  obtain?
21                  MR. KUHLE: I'm not in the position to --
22  because we are just beginning the evaluation of the
23  project, we are still in the scoping phase.  As we get
24  further on, I guess every permit from every agency has a
25  different process that it goes through, so I guess I can't
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 1  really say that one is more difficult to obtain than
 2  another.
 3                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Do you have any really
 4  big opposing fundamentalist groups in Alaska that are
 5  objecting to -- to the project?
 6                  MR. KUHLE: I guess we will know more
 7  about that when we finish the scoping phase.  I guess we
 8  have had a large number of concerns expressed so far, but
 9  I guess I can't say that there is -- I'm not prepared to
10  say that there is any particular organization opposed to
11  it.
12                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: All right.  Thank you.
13                  MR. BRELSFORD: So these are very helpful
14  questions from our friends.  Let me underscore one or two
15  things about the EIS.  Let's remember that Don leads the
16  Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by
17  Donlin, and this EIS is going to take three years to reach
18  answers about the environmental protection and whether it
19  is adequate.  That's our job over the next three years.
20  We are just starting.
21            And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the
22  scoping stage, we want to be sure none of the communities
23  would be surprised about this, that everybody understands
24  there are some permit applications.  Donlin has gone to
25  the Army Corps and to the State of Alaska to ask for
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 1  permits, but until those permits are fully evaluated,
 2  nothing happens.  This is the evaluation stage.  This is
 3  the EIS.  It's going to take a while.  It's going to take
 4  three years at least, and we are just beginning that now
 5  with the public conversation.  You guys are helping us to
 6  know what issues are important in your eyes to be sure we
 7  can address those in the EIS.
 8            And then one more thing about public
 9  involvement.  Don had that diagram with circles, two gold
10  circles.  Scoping right now where you help set the agenda
11  for the EIS, that's the first really important step for
12  the public.  But then there was another gold circle.
13  Moxie and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on
14  the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that
15  technical document, but then we come back to all of the
16  communities and ask you to look at it, also.  Look at it
17  carefully and make sure we didn't miss something, that
18  what we say is understandable, it seems clear and
19  thorough, that the evaluation is complete.  So the public
20  meetings on the draft EIS would be another really
21  important opportunity for the communities to help us get
22  this evaluation right.
23                  MR. KUHLE: Any other questions before we
24  move on?
25            We will move now to a summary of the mining
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 1  project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold
 2  is a 50/50 partnership between two large international
 3  mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  The Donlin
 4  Gold deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska
 5  Native corporations.  Calista Corporation is the
 6  subsurface owner and Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface
 7  owner.  It's a very large project.  It's expected to
 8  produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
 9  mining life of 27 and a half years, and there will be --
10  during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of
11  ore each day.
12            It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
13  be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
14  Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK
15  Delta.
16            This area is home to some 66 communities that
17  could be affected by the project.  For many communities
18  the project might affect lands and resources that are used
19  for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
20  project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
21  with many permits and many agencies involved.
22            The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
23  the timeline from exploration through closure.  Donlin has
24  worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
25  for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
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 1  We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the
 2  first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.
 3  And at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies
 4  will decide to issue or to deny the permits.  If the
 5  permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
 6  three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
 7  and a half years of operations.
 8            At the conclusion of the active life of the
 9  mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and
10  reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
11  facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
12  treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.
13  The land would be recontoured and native vegetation would
14  be planted.
15            Okay.  We will go now to the major components of
16  the project, starting with the pipeline and the power
17  plant.  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports
18  like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold
19  and will not generate heat.  Where it crosses major
20  rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the
21  riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
22  shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  This
23  technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
24  three forks of the George River, as well as several other
25  crossings.
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 1            The image of the block valve on the right side
 2  shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off,
 3  so it would not block access to subsistence use areas.
 4  The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years to
 5  provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance by
 6  Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create a
 7  road along the right-of-way.  The design would allow
 8  access, but after construction there will be no improved
 9  access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.
10            This slide shows that the pipeline would start
11  at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet.  It would cross
12  the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the
13  foothills of the Alaska Range and into the Kuskokwim River
14  Valley and then continue west to the mine site near
15  Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
16  State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native
17  corporation lands.
18            Note the blue segment in the middle of the slide
19  there.  That's an alternate pipeline corridor that would
20  avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would
21  separate from the originally proposed route at milepost
22  105 and rejoin the primary alignment at milepost 150.
23  Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this
24  alternative is under consideration, and it will be
25  examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
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 1  summer.
 2            This slide shows the project components at the
 3  mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
 4  Number one is the open pit that would eventually cover
 5  1,400 acres.  And it will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide
 6  and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a
 7  half years of mining.
 8            The tailings impoundment, which is technically
 9  referred to as a waste treatment facility, which is number
10  two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
11  square miles.  The tailings refer to the powder-like
12  material that is left after the gold has been removed from
13  the mill.  Number three is a waste rock facility which
14  would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the
15  rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore.  These
16  major facilities support the mill and could process 59,000
17  tons of ore per day.
18                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Which way is Donlin --
19  Crooked Creek on that, do you know?
20                  MR. KUHLE: It's running down this way
21  [indicating], I believe.
22                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Okay.  Now, would we
23  be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to
24  see it from the river?  No?
25                  MR. KUHLE: From the Kuskokwim River?
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 1                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Yeah.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: I don't believe so.
 3                  MR. BRELSFORD: It's ten miles --
 4                  MR. KUHLE: Yes.  It's ten miles north of
 5  Crooked Creek, so it's --
 6            This is an overview of the major transportation
 7  infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
 8  facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
 9  the river barges.  And then after the barges went up the
10  river, there would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk for
11  off-loading the fuel and the cargo.  From there, there
12  would be a 30-mile road, a new road to the mine site.  And
13  also near the mine site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.
14  And also near the mine site would be a new
15  40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.
16            The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
17  extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
18  1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres.  The Donlin Gold
19  Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim
20  River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  The fuel
21  barges would be double-hulled, and the navigation season
22  would average 110 days per year with about three barge
23  tows passing per day, meaning that if you were standing
24  anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to
25  see three barges per day.  It could be two up and one down
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 1  or one up and two down, but it would be on average three
 2  barge tows per day.  And each tow would be pushing four
 3  barges.
 4            There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per
 5  season and 58 fuel barge tows per season.  The cargo
 6  barges would carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would
 7  carry 173,000 gallons each.  And the shipping season, the
 8  barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would
 9  be pretty much the same both during construction and
10  during the operations of the project.
11                  MR. LEONARD MAKAR [ph]: I have a
12  question.  Have you done an aerial study whether or not if
13  the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel
14  and what have you is erosion free?  I mean, some areas
15  where in -- because I do know the Kuskokwim region has
16  erosion problems.  Is this area where you are making this
17  impact, would it be safe for it to be built without
18  erosion in the future to be a danger?
19                  MR. KUHLE: That's one of the purposes of
20  our EIS process is to evaluate that.  We will look at the
21  proposed project, and there will be studies done.  And you
22  know, we will take the information, the studies that, you
23  know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are
24  necessary we will do those, and all of that information
25  will be used to prepare the draft EIS.
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 1                  MR. BRELSFORD: Can I ask your name for
 2  the court reporter?
 3                  MR. LEONARD MAKAR: My name is Leonard.
 4  I'm with Kwethluk Real Estate.
 5                  MR. BRELSFORD: So Leonard's question
 6  helps us remember that Donlin has proposed some
 7  engineering design, and they have done some studies about
 8  ice passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwim River, and
 9  they believe this is a safe place.  But the purpose of the
10  EIS is to evaluate, to look again at the engineering
11  design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to
12  confirm that the design would be safe and would avoid any
13  damage, any risk of fuel loss from the storage area.
14                  MS. PANQALQALRIA IVAN: Last fall there
15  was a barge around Kwethluk area that went in the water.
16  Will your barges be newly bought or will they be
17  secondhand?
18                  MR. KUHLE: Will the barges be new or
19  secondhand?  You know, that's -- the barges, I'm sure,
20  will be up to Coast Guard standards.  You know, we will
21  make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans
22  that have been identified, but I -- you know, I don't know
23  that new or used barges -- you know, that's not something
24  we look at.  We will look to make sure that there is plans
25  in place for assuring safe operations.
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 1                  MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND: Gloria Cleveland,
 2  member of Akiak Native Community.  Will the pipeline be
 3  monitored?
 4                  MR. KUHLE: The pipeline, yes, I'm sure it
 5  will be monitored.  They have -- trying to think of the --
 6  stations every 20 miles.
 7                  MR. BRELSFORD: It has pressure monitoring
 8  and then valves every 20 miles.
 9                  MR. KUHLE: And they will have a pigging
10  station which will run through the pipe to, you know,
11  check to make sure it's in good condition.  I'm not sure
12  of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating
13  agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
14  Administration, and they will be responsible for ensuring
15  the safety of the pipeline.
16                  MR. SAM GEORGE: Sam George, Akiak
17  Community Council.  On the barges, there is the question
18  of the ownership of the barges that will be used for
19  transporting the cargo.  I think it's very important to
20  note that they should have, like, the one that -- that
21  sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old
22  barge.  And I think you guys should make a note that
23  whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly
24  new barges.
25            And the other concern is the -- the water levels
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 1  of the Kuskokwim, it varies yearly.  Sometimes it's low.
 2  And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, like
 3  below Kalskag, I have seen a barge that was stuck up there
 4  and they -- they had to use -- I forget what kind
 5  of equipment they had in the front of the barges, and I
 6  was afraid they were hitting the river bottom to keep them
 7  where they were going.  I think those need to be
 8  identified in the EIS process.
 9            And because we depend on the fish, I think
10  that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns
11  that I have is the traffic that's going to be as a result
12  of this project.  And we -- and the fish that we gather,
13  we have people that fish at various parts of the day or
14  night or whatever [inaudible].
15                  MR. KUHLE: We will have those comments in
16  the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in
17  the draft EIS.  Thank you.
18                  MR. BRELSFORD: I think there is another
19  question over here, Don.  Is there another question?  No.
20                  MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.: My name is David
21  Gilila, Sr.  The first question is in reference to the
22  natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to
23  the Donlin there.  Some years ago, two or three years ago,
24  the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural
25  gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of
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 1  the meetings, there was an individual that reported there
 2  was a depletion of the natural gas in that area.  My
 3  question would be:  How -- in the event that there isn't
 4  enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek --
 5  if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching
 6  that line when -- when it might not be used for the length
 7  of that mine?  That's my first question there.
 8            The next one is in reference to air quality and
 9  diesel emission.  I know there is going to be one plant.
10  I know there is going to be multiple burning and
11  [indecipherable].  How much of that -- I don't know if
12  there was any done in reference to the mines down in the
13  Lower 48 that are operating now in reference to air
14  quality.  You know, anything that comes out of the chimney
15  goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other
16  areas away from the mining project.  It can reach all the
17  way down to the coast.  It depends on how strong the wind
18  is.
19            In reference to that, at one point in time
20  the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in
21  Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that
22  dropped up into the Arctic area.  In reference to that, my
23  question is going to be how -- how much of that emissions
24  coming out of that -- them chimneys, what the amount would
25  be in reference to chemicals that is detrimental to the
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 1  environment outside of the proposed mine area?
 2            The other one is right now the barges that come
 3  up the river are deteriorating private lands with the
 4  route of the barges.  I know there is three that I can
 5  identify.  One is above Kwethluk.  When they turn, they
 6  literally -- I don't know what the word would be, but they
 7  touch the bank when they are turning, and those props,
 8  they raise a lot of turbulence behind them.  And as a
 9  result, there is an erosion problem above Kwethluk, which
10  is private land.  That would be another question.  If --
11  looking at the estimated transportation of them barges, I
12  know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in
13  that area.
14            Another one is just above it where that bends,
15  what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to
16  the Kuskokwim, even there the barges are doing the same
17  thing and creating a little island between the main
18  Kuskokwim that goes over to the right side of the river
19  that goes out to the main river that goes over towards
20  Akiachak.  That area is -- if -- if I'm not mistaken,
21  maybe ten years from now, maybe not -- might not happen --
22  that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are
23  concerned.  You might be able to take a skiff through
24  there, through the bank of that river there.
25            So in reference to the mine itself, there is a
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 1  mention here in reference to surface water diverting.  My
 2  question in reference to that:  How are they diverting
 3  these little creeks here?  Are they creating natural --
 4  not natural -- manmade dams on the headwaters of these
 5  creeks?  And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that
 6  goes over to -- goes to the mine there, and there is
 7  tributaries that are going out through that main creek
 8  there, are they damning those?  And the same question, are
 9  they creating manmade ponds?
10            Groundwater consumption, what kind of
11  groundwater are they talking about?  Are they talking
12  about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to
13  use it, or what?  What kind of consumption?  Is it for
14  human consumption?
15                  MR. KUHLE: I guess we will talk a little
16  bit about that later on.  If you are wanting me -- you
17  want me to -- I guess I could try to answer some of your
18  questions now, but the list is getting kind of long.  Are
19  you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a
20  response at this point?
21                  MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.: These are the
22  questions that I am asking.  Hopefully anybody that is
23  with the scoping group here would be able to answer.
24  Other than that, maybe on the second round, maybe somebody
25  would be able to send us these questions to the point
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 1  where maybe we could understand.  And you are talking
 2  about mine dewatering.  What exactly -- so you will be
 3  covering what -- these three in reference to water, then,
 4  huh?
 5                  MR. KUHLE: We will just briefly explain
 6  what -- some of the issues we anticipate.  It's good --
 7  these are all questions that are good to bring up to make
 8  sure they are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your
 9  comments on the barges and the erosion.  And you are
10  mentioning some very specific information there, and
11  that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.
12            So you know, your comments that you have made so
13  far have been recorded, but if you have any more specific
14  information like that, you know, I would encourage you --
15  you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead
16  and submit that either through one of our questionnaires
17  or through the website.  You can either e-mail it or mail
18  it to us, or you can call me.  I'll have my phone number
19  on here, and I can help you get that information to us.
20            But those are the types of things that we are
21  looking for is the specific information.  You know, you
22  mentioned the pipeline, air emissions and the surface
23  water diversion.  A lot of that information is already
24  available on the website.  There is what is -- you know,
25  as URS goes through, you know, they are looking at the
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 1  information and the studies that Donlin has already done,
 2  and they will determine what additional work or studies or
 3  information is necessary.  And as part of the EIS process,
 4  they will gather that information and it will go into the
 5  draft EIS which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when
 6  we expect that to be completed.
 7            So it's good that you get your questions and
 8  concerns to us now because anything you mention today in
 9  the scoping meeting or submit to us before March 29th will
10  be addressed in the EIS.  So as I said in advance, you
11  have asked a number of questions here.  I think a lot of
12  that information, you know, has been -- you know, there
13  has been work and studies done in those regards already,
14  and there is additional work that will be done.  So you
15  know, I just kind of wanted to make that point.  If you
16  have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we


17  will go on here.  We have -- in fact, after the next slide
18  I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any other
19  questions.  Maybe we will do that.
20                  MS. FORDHAM: And Don -- David, you
21  mentioned a very specific slough, and I don't know if Mary
22  captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want
23  to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the
24  analysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get
25  that name correct.


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (8) Pages 30 - 33







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


Page 34


 1                  MR. KURT FARN: Kurt Farn, Akiak.  Even if
 2  the pipeline of natural gas goes through, you are still
 3  going to need that much fuel to run that operation?
 4                  MR. KUHLE: The fuel is mostly for diesel
 5  fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the large
 6  shovels and trucks that will haul the -- you know, the
 7  rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mill
 8  and the waste rock and just moving all the material
 9  around.  That's -- there is lots of equipment that, you
10  know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they --
11  you know, natural gas, I believe, is more economical, so
12  they'll use that as much as they can.
13                  MR. BRELSFORD: So the natural gas is used
14  to run the electrical generator, and much of the
15  machinery, especially in the mill, is run by electricity.
16  So that's what that big natural gas generator is for.  But
17  the mobile trucks, the big equipment, still runs on
18  diesel.  So both energy sources are needed for the
19  operation of the mine.
20                  MR. KURT FARN: That's quite a bit.  If
21  the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard
22  to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.
23  You would be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go
24  through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be
25  able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because
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 1  that plant runs off gas.
 2                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you for your
 3  comment.
 4                  MS. FORDHAM: The comment about
 5  alternatives --
 6                  MR. KUHLE: Yes, that's good.  We will be
 7  evaluating the various alternatives, you know, the
 8  pipeline as part of -- I guess we haven't identified all
 9  the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel will be
10  evaluated in the various alternatives.
11            Okay.  This slide shows the construction camp,
12  which would have 2,500 beds during the construction
13  period, and it would support a construction workforce of
14  up to 3,000 jobs.  And this includes some smaller remote
15  camps for pipeline construction.  The permanent camp would
16  have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400
17  employees working shifts, meaning that only about half of
18  the total workforce would be on site at any given time.
19            So we were planning at this point to pause and
20  see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from
21  Moxie or Vernon regarding the translation.  Do we need to
22  do that?  I think everybody seems to understand pretty
23  well.  So we will move on.  And I'll have one more chance
24  for questions on the parts of the project or the project
25  itself before we move on to some of the issues that we
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 1  expect to review.
 2            If there is no questions -- yes.
 3                  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Are you
 4  starting the comment period now or taking testimonies
 5  right now?
 6                  MR. KUHLE: No.  We will do that -- I
 7  mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with
 8  the slides.
 9                  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Thank you.
10                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  We will move on now to
11  several slides of examples of issues and concerns that we
12  expect to evaluate.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the
13  scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  And
14  one major area of concern is water resources.  The project
15  is designed to have no discharge of mine-contacted water
16  away from the mine site, but there can still be concerns,
17  and some examples are noted on this slide.
18            Streams and other surface waters would be
19  diverted away from and around the mining activities in
20  order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
21  Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
22  process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.
23  Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
24  adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
25  streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
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 1  could generate acid or leach minerals, and therefore waste
 2  rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
 3  managed to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine
 4  site.
 5            Air quality is also important, and this slide
 6  shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
 7  sources of emissions, including a large number of large
 8  mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
 9  create by removing and processing the overburden waste
10  rock and the ore.
11            Climate change is a growing concern and would
12  need to be considered because large amounts of
13  hydrocarbons will be burned during mining.  Mercury will
14  be looked at in several areas.  Naturally occurring
15  mercury or fugitive mercury could be released by exposing
16  it during mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur
17  during the milling process, and any mercury co-product
18  would require careful storage and transport.  Also, given
19  the large amounts of fuel and hazardous materials
20  involved, safe operating procedures and good response
21  plans will be crucial to preventing spills.
22            Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
23  and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
24  subsistence, and fish and land uses.  The proposed project
25  would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
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 1  approximately 10,000 acres would be at the mine site and
 2  the related infrastructure.  6,000 acres would be along
 3  the proposed pipeline.  These areas would be impacted by
 4  excavating, filling, vegetation removal or other
 5  disturbances.  6,900 acres of the total 16,000 would be
 6  wetlands.
 7            There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or
 8  reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and
 9  there would also be a direct disturbance of individual
10  animals in the area.
11            Barge traffic we have talked about already.
12  There would be a substantial increase in traffic.  And
13  subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by
14  the loss of land to development.
15            Here are some more examples of issues and
16  concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
17  cultural resources, and recreation.  Community life
18  during -- during construction there would be a huge new
19  workforce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400
20  permanent employees, so this would bring new employment
21  and income, but it would also have many effects on
22  community life and human health.  And cultural resources,
23  both historical and archeological sites, that exist in the
24  area might be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and
25  traditional and cultural properties could also be
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 1  affected.  And recreation and visual resources, including
 2  the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by
 3  new structures and mining operations.
 4            So to conclude, we know that this proposed
 5  project and land and resources are important to you, and
 6  we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to
 7  get involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing the
 8  most important thing by being here and participating in a
 9  scoping meeting.  You can find additional information on
10  the project on the donlingoldeis.com website, and you can
11  also submit a comment form there.  You can contact me
12  directly if you have any concerns.  That's my direct phone
13  line, (907) 753-2780.  And my e-mail address is there, as
14  well.
15            For tribal matters, you can contact Amanda
16  Shearer.  She's the Corps of Engineers tribal liaison, and
17  that's her direct phone number and her e-mail address.
18  Tribal governments also, in addition to participating in
19  the EIS process, can participate in
20  government-to-government consultation.  If you would like
21  to do that, you can contact either Amanda or myself.
22  Amanda is, as I said, our tribal liaison.
23            So we would like to hear your questions and
24  comments.  And we put up here some ideas to show you the
25  type of scoping comments that we are looking for.  We are
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 1  looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed
 2  in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and
 3  effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you
 4  may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out
 5  about any important information available in your
 6  community.  And if you do have any written comments --
 7  I'll open it up for testimony here and any other questions
 8  you may have.
 9            If you do have any written comments, we ask that
10  you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make
11  sure that they are fully recorded.
12                  MR. GEORGE GUY: Can I start off?  Because
13  we have a plane to catch.  My name is George Guy.  I'm the
14  business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  But I have
15  written testimony to make on the proposed mine.  And I do
16  thank you, Mr. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comment
17  on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environmental impact
18  statement.
19            For the record, my name is George Guy.  I'm the
20  business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  I'm also on
21  the board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which I
22  must remain neutral on this project.  But today I'm
23  speaking on behalf of Kwethluk, Incorporated.  Like many
24  other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokwim
25  Region, we are mainly Yup'ik Eskimo language speaking
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 1  Alaska residents and basically live a subsistence,
 2  fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for
 3  cash scarce area.  Commercial fisheries and other seasonal
 4  or odd jobs supplement this lifestyle.  Salmon is our main
 5  staple food, a renewable resource.
 6            In behalf of the shareholders of Kwethluk,
 7  Incorporated and the residents, I would like to comment on
 8  the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  Based on our
 9  historically traditional and customary subsistence,
10  hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and
11  primarily on the barge traffic.  As Mr. David Gilila
12  indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our
13  lands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwim River.
14            Basically when the Kuskokwim River is full of
15  salmon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short
16  span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our
17  renewable resources, the salmon might be affected by the
18  barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets
19  that we utilize to harvest salmon.  And that will impact
20  our people, our salmon, and our eroding lands through the
21  barge traffic community from the mouth of the Kuskokwim
22  River all the way up to the proposed mine site.  It takes
23  a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our
24  renewable resources to implement our needs.
25            Some of the potential damages that might occur,
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 1  barges might collide with boats, nets.  And as nowadays we
 2  are under combat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the
 3  codes and regulations that we have to abide by, and there
 4  is limited openings and closures of fishing of all the
 5  salmon species migrating up and down the Kuskokwim River.
 6  Salmon fish, jacks and mature salmon and the erosion of
 7  the river banks by the barges.  Make sure that the
 8  proposed project is done in an environmentally sound and
 9  safe way.
10            And in closing, on behalf of the shareholders of
11  Kwethluk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, I
12  thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this
13  project that will have a long-term effect if it becomes a
14  reality.  Thank you.
15                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you for your comments.
16                  MR. BRELSFORD: We asked folks to sign if
17  they wanted to testify.  So maybe we will go to the list,
18  but I think this was a good point.  If anybody has to
19  leave early, maybe we want to make room for them to go
20  early.  Mike, you are signed up first on the list, but
21  let's be sure if anybody else has a plane soon, that they
22  have an opportunity to speak before we wrap up.
23                  MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS: I have to catch my
24  dog team.
25                  MR. BRELSFORD: If anybody has a dog team
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 1  to catch before they have to go.  So Mike Williams will be
 2  the first person.  So let's hear your comments.
 3                  MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS: Hello.  My name is
 4  Michael Williams.  I am one of the members of the Akiak
 5  Native Community IRA Council for a long time and also a
 6  subsistence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog musher here
 7  in Akiak for a long time, ever since I can remember.  You
 8  know, after I went to boarding school, along with Moxie
 9  here -- or Moxie is older than me, so he graduated earlier
10  than me from the same school in Oregon.
11            But anyway, I wanted to make comments on the
12  Donlin Gold Project.  You know, ever since there was a
13  thought for a gold mine up in Crooked Creek, you know, we
14  were very concerned about the river and the impacts that
15  it may have on our people and the Kuskokwim River,
16  although the economic opportunities, the jobs, and we
17  understand that.  And when we raise concerns, it -- we
18  were thought of being against a gold mine, and we were
19  not.  We were concerned about the mercury emissions,
20  mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring
21  because mercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in
22  the rocks and hills.  And when you disturb the land, then
23  it happens.  But that was our concern, that it may affect
24  our salmon.  We depend on salmon for our subsistence way
25  of life.
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 1            And in turn, our concern was the impact on
 2  health because the status of our Native health is -- you
 3  know, we have highest rates of cancer deaths and we have
 4  highest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates
 5  of health-related deaths.  And our health status is very,
 6  very challenging right now.  And I think with the impact
 7  also on housing was a concern, as well, because a lot of
 8  our people don't have enough housing.  And with the influx
 9  of people, then housing, need for housing will also impact
10  us.  So coupled with the increase of people here, an
11  increase of possible sexually transmitted diseases,
12  alcohol, drugs that are being brought in from the outside
13  when there is cash influx and when people have influx of
14  economic development.  Those things that we see were very
15  concerning to us.
16            We want to protect our languages, our cultures
17  here because -- because of the impact for 30 years, it's
18  going to have the biggest impact in the history of our
19  region.  You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak,
20  NYAC mine, and we had -- the government had brought in
21  laplanders across there in Akiak, but we seemed to have
22  protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and
23  strong; but nevertheless, we were impacted by diseases
24  that were brought in from the outside, and there were
25  great deaths.  You know, there was massive deaths.  And
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 1  there was a hospital here, and a lot of people came from
 2  all over the region to be treated here.  But a lot of them
 3  died and we buried them here.  They couldn't have no --
 4  they didn't have the capacity to go back.
 5            But in terms of human health, we have to make
 6  sure that we do an assessment on health impacts or health
 7  status of the community, alcohol, physical health,
 8  emotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we
 9  have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an
10  impact in diminishing the status of our health, but to
11  increase the status, health status of our people
12  physically, emotionally, mentally, et cetera.  So I just
13  wanted to make sure that health impact assessments are
14  done and in a way that we will increase human health
15  instead of decreasing impacts on human health.
16            Again, our subsistence way of life must be
17  protected.  Our salmon must be protected, making sure that
18  we continue our way of life.  I know the salmon are being
19  impacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to
20  maintain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our
21  livelihood, despite, you know, if mining goes, then do
22  everything we can to protect our water resource.  We
23  depend on water and clean water, and without that water,
24  we are dead.
25            But I think those are, in my mind, the impacts
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 1  on health, impacts on our subsistence resources, and the
 2  issue of the erosion.  If we could have -- you know, our
 3  erosion in Akiak was impacted this past spring by -- this
 4  past summer by high winds and storms, and we lost about
 5  200 feet already.  And the Army Corps of Engineers'
 6  projections were exceeded this past summer.  So we lost
 7  about 200 feet of land for erosion.  And with that
 8  increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger
 9  impact on our community.  So I think erosion protection on
10  our villages would be helpful.  With two and a half, three
11  barges a day increased, it's going to have a major impact.
12  And I agree with David Gilila who made that earlier
13  statement on some of the impacts that he identified.
14            But again, I think if Donlin Creek is going to
15  be developed, the tribal governments must be on the table.
16  Our ways must be protected, and our ways of life must be
17  protected instead of damaged.  And I think it can be
18  developed in a way that all the protections can be there.
19            But those are my comments.  And I will make
20  written comments on your website, whichever.  But I just
21  wanted to make those -- point those potential impacts to
22  our communities.  And hopefully that our people, our young
23  people will be -- if it is developed, if the mine is
24  developed, that the job opportunities are realized by our
25  young people with -- you know, with training and
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 1  educational opportunities that go along with it.  But
 2  we -- but we -- we must be prepared post the mining life,
 3  and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik
 4  people that we have survived over thousands of years here.
 5  And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC mine
 6  and other economic opportunities here, and we need to keep
 7  that in kind.  Thank you.
 8                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
 9                  MR. BRELSFORD: David Gilila is next on
10  the list.  I don't know if there are additional comments,
11  if David is still with us.  Catherine Williams.  Nikolai
12  Alexie.
13                  MR. NIKOLAI ALEXIE: Thank you.  My name
14  is Nikolai Alexie.  I'm from Kwethluk.  I just have mostly
15  questions.  So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed
16  to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection
17  of rainwater, the amount of water used daily, and the
18  recycled water after it's unusable?  In some years, the
19  natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fluctuates.
20  We have dry years and wet years.
21            If after the completion of the mine, how will
22  the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is
23  too much precipitation in one year?  All that overflowing
24  water, where do you think it's going?  It will go -- it
25  has to go somewhere.  So that's my question.  Quyana.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
 2                  MR. BRELSFORD: Next would be Nick Ayapau.
 3                  MR. NICK AYAPAU: My name is Nick Ayapau.
 4  I'm from Kwethluk.  And I have two comments, I guess.  One
 5  is regarding the erosion, which most of us talked about,
 6  but I guess I have a question.  In aerial photos that we
 7  can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how
 8  the damage that it had from the barges going up and down
 9  without, you know, the proposed three, I think it will add
10  more.  And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has
11  been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while
12  I have been watching it.  And it's like -- I have a fish
13  camp near where that is, and when we go out to the river,
14  we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and
15  I know that if that part opens up more, it's going to
16  affect Kwethluk.
17            And right now -- last year Kwethluk residents,
18  Kwethluk IRA Council had moved four houses to relocate
19  them.  And I think if we -- if the barges go up and down
20  that way, I think that's going to be -- and I was
21  wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to
22  relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or --
23  you know, it's just a question.
24            But that's our concern right there.  We have --
25  the reason that I'm requesting aerial photos is that when
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 1  it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it
 2  has to go through.  And that horseshoe is getting -- you
 3  know, shrinking.  If it goes through that little land, you
 4  know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and I think Kwethluk
 5  has to relocate.  And that's -- that's our -- that's our
 6  concern.  And we have been watching that, monitoring that
 7  area.
 8            And another thing, my comment was the
 9  response -- the response time of when -- if a barge -- if
10  a barge, you know, leaks or whatever, because like a
11  fellow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, last year Faulkner
12  and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- something
13  happened when it was -- I guess it was a storm, and then
14  it went down, equipment and some stuff in that little
15  barge.  And the response -- I don't know how that response
16  went.  I know the City of Kwethluk and IRA Council had
17  called somebody from Bethel to do something about that.
18  And up to this date we don't have no report on what they
19  did.
20            Is that going to be the same thing if the
21  barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens
22  and it's going to affect our fish?  And we have a watering
23  point at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down,
24  and I think -- and equipment went down and something --
25  the barge itself and the equipment went down.  I don't
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 1  know what they did after that happened, but our water --
 2  our watering point is near that area.  I mean, and they --
 3  people have been reporting when they go get water they see
 4  oil and diesel, and probably metal leaching, too.  And
 5  that's what maybe Health and Social Services can look into
 6  in that area.
 7            So my question was, I wonder how the response
 8  would be if something happens up, you know, where the --
 9  the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever
10  happens and then stuff came down and, you know --
11                  MR. KUHLE: Well, I guess to try to answer
12  your question, I guess, again, we are here for scoping to
13  gather comments and information.  And your comments about
14  the erosion and the specific information about erosion is
15  helpful for the studies that will be done to look at the
16  impacts that all this barge traffic will have on the
17  river.
18            As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard
19  about that before, and I don't know what the problem was
20  with the response on that.  But I'm sure it will be
21  considered as, you know, plans are, you know, developed
22  for, you know, dealing or how -- as we look at how all
23  this barge traffic would be addressed.  And if there were
24  to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place
25  to deal with that.
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 1            But again, you know, that's all helpful
 2  information.  And, you know, we will -- you know, you have
 3  made your comments.  It's, you know, on the record.  We
 4  will take a look at it.  You will be able to look at the
 5  draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed.  And
 6  again, if you have any, you know, more specific
 7  information like that, we would like to hear it.  You
 8  know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when
 9  you are talking about a certain slough and what's
10  happening over the last ten years so that can be
11  considered.  So thank you.
12                  MR. BRELSFORD: The next speaker would be
13  George Guy.  Additional comments?  Then Ivan M. Ivan,
14  please.
15                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: My name is Ivan M.
16  Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and IRA Council from
17  the Akiak community.  I just want to recap.  My comments
18  are not directed at any one individual, but public
19  authority within our government system.  Looking back to a
20  couple of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP,
21  we tried to submit a resolution that didn't pass because
22  the executive direction of the regional corporation, I
23  believe it was, was against it, and I could not muster
24  enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mike made a
25  comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the


Page 52


 1  table in all of this.
 2            The idea was not to stop the process, but to
 3  have an input into the system to protect life and -- life
 4  and natural resources on this river system and that this
 5  project is not small.  And I'd like to -- I hear
 6  information on the size.  I understand that projections
 7  are 30 years in operation.  Am I correct?  The estimated
 8  gold ounces, what are they now?
 9                  MS. BLANCHARD: A million ounces a year, I
10  believe.
11                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: A million ounces a year
12  versus whatever the value today is.
13                  MS. BLANCHARD: $1,500 an ounce, I think.
14                  MR. KUHLE: I don't know what the --
15                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: I'm trying to get to
16  the point of what the impact of that dollar would do to
17  our communities, the human factor and, of course, the
18  natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection.  And
19  if you would consider consultation ongoing as you are
20  doing now, in my opinion, consult with the tribes as much
21  as you can, allow them the opportunity to input in your
22  system into the environmental impact.  We were not able to
23  at that time get a resolution passed through the regional
24  association when we asked for the tribes to be on the
25  table as the rest of them so that we can be represented.
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 1  And we are going to do the best we can in this process to
 2  put as much recommendations or information, pro or con,
 3  into -- to let you know.
 4            One of the concerns that we have, and I hope --
 5  and it was alluded to by Mr. Williams -- we serve on the
 6  same council here in Akiak -- is the human impact that,
 7   -- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a lot of
 8  dollar around, what usually comes with it is alcohol and
 9  possibly drugs, and that's potential.  That's what we are
10  talking about.  If the U.S. Department of Justice or
11  someone could be ready to provide support to local
12  enforcement -- community enforcement to help them cope
13  with this on the way, that should be considered in our --
14  in our opinion.
15            It's such a big project, it's going to have a
16  pretty heavy human impact.  The biggest concern that we
17  have, protect the salmon, mainly the fish and the wildlife
18  on the land.  That dollar value of fish and wildlife, I
19  couldn't put a dollar amount.  For thousands of years that
20  kept us alive.  We would like to see it another thousand
21  years ahead of us to continue.  Please put in as much
22  protection as possible in all these plans as best as you
23  can.  It's -- I can't fathom the amount of impact it will
24  have on us.  It's not going to be small.
25            The biggest concern our people have is please
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 1  ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maximum
 2  amount -- maximum possible and the human impact it would
 3  have on small communities.
 4            That's basically my comments.  And my question
 5  is:  As you said, this is your first time here.  Are we --
 6  can we expect other sessions like this in the future so we
 7  could be sure what comments we make would be considered?
 8                  MR. KUHLE: To answer your question, we
 9  will be back after the draft EIS has been prepared, which
10  is expected to be August 2014.  We will have another round
11  of public meetings.  And the draft EIS will also address
12  all the comments that are made.  So that would be a way to
13  see how your comments have been addressed.  And also you
14  mentioned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tribal
15  consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or myself
16  and, you know, express your concerns.  Or you can contact
17  us for other -- anytime you want you can contact us for
18  government-to-government consultation.  So I encourage you
19  to do that.  And again, through March 29th is the scoping
20  period.  So feel free to call me or Amanda.  We will be
21  glad to discuss it.  If you would like to have a
22  teleconference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in
23  and see us.
24                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: One other question that
25  I have is:  The Indian Health Service that provides health
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 1  service to Native communities like us here is, I believe,
 2  contracted by Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, if
 3  I'm not mistaken; that they also be invited to make
 4  comments in the health issues for our people.  That's all.
 5  It's just to be careful along the way as best as humanly
 6  possible.
 7                  MR. KUHLE: All right.  Thank you.
 8                  MR. IVAN M. IVAN: That's all I have.  If
 9  you have questions, I'll try and answer them.
10                  MR. KUHLE: I would be glad to speak with
11  you.  I don't have any specific questions right now.
12  Thank you.
13                  MR. BRELSFORD: So let me mention again
14  that there is the comment sheets at the back to provide
15  comments, any kind of written comments if you would like.
16  And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.
17  These are self-mailing.  You fold them over, put a stamp
18  and there they go.  But it also has the website for the
19  Donlin Gold EIS Project.  So a lot of information.
20            Somebody asked about the water balance plan, and
21  that plan is actually on the website.  It's the proposed
22  engineering for water balance, but if you would like to
23  look into it in more detail on some of these things, this
24  website would have additional background information.  So
25  the comment forms could help you find the website address.
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 1  And we would look forward to having people learn more and
 2  more about it.
 3            So then the next person to speak was Demian
 4  Sigler.  And I know Demian spoke earlier, but we welcome
 5  more.
 6                  MR. DEMIAN SIGLER: Demian Sigler from
 7  Akiak.  I wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going
 8  to open.  Seems like this is the first operation of
 9  hopefully not many.  Because I've seen that greed of, you
10  know, not just Donlin.  Like United States, they -- they
11  hunger minerals, all kinds of minerals.  Is this going to
12  open the doors for other companies to start saying Alaska
13  has a lot of resources?  And are you, like, going to be
14  the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in
15  our rooms saying that we will support you, but we are
16  going to take away from the land?  Is the greed going to
17  stop someplace of wanting to take, take, take?  And should
18  we stop this process before we are over our heads and we
19  can't stop it?  Because I hear a lot of concerns about our
20  habitat.  I also have that feeling of economic greed, that
21  we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wondering
22  how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin
23  Creek gets accepted.  Thank you.
24                  MR. KUHLE: Thank you.
25                  MR. BRELSFORD: So Brenda Lamont perhaps
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 1  wanted to testify.  There is a check in the box.  Brenda?
 2  And I think we want to make sure anybody else who has
 3  comments would be welcome to provide those comments.  I
 4  believe Sam George is ready to offer some additional
 5  comments.
 6                  MR. SAM GEORGE: Yeah, I want to -- I was
 7  hoping the rest of the crew would come down.  I don't know
 8  what happened to them.  But I want to comment on the --
 9  first I want to thank the Akiak Native Community for
10  hosting the -- the meeting here.  And I want to welcome
11  the Army Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew
12  here to this scoping meeting.
13            Ever since the Donlin Creek issue came about,
14  you know, one of the major concerns that I have is the --
15  the barge traffic.  And as I stated earlier, you know, the
16  water level is always different each year.  And some years
17  we have a very low water level.  And like I stated
18  earlier, I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they
19  are using backhoes to pull themselves up.  And those
20  issues need to be addressed by the EIS process.
21            And the other concern that I had was the use of
22  explosives, you know, the use of dynamite, if they can use
23  those kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.
24  When they start the extraction process, I'm sure they are
25  going to use a lot of explosives during that process.  And
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 1  I think that needs to be addressed.
 2            The other area is the snow level that we have
 3  each year, and the process that -- you know, when the
 4  melting process goes through, we have a lot of water that,
 5  you know, overflows.  And that needs to be addressed by
 6  this process.  And I know when you had the presentation, I
 7  think my -- the process was like 59,000 tons a day for
 8  processing.
 9            And the other concern, I know when I went
10  through the comment by our council president, he was
11  talking about the fault lines.  And this is the fault line
12  that goes from -- that covers that area as far as like
13  earthquakes are concerned.  I think those need to be
14  addressed by the process.
15            The other is wetland restoration.  I know
16  sometime ago, Mary from Donlin Creek mentioned that --
17  that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or minerals
18  have to set aside monies for wetlands restoration.  And I
19  think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.
20  And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our
21  wetlands to their natural states, I think that should be
22  addressed, also.
23            And one other concern is the -- the George River
24  is the spawning area for the king salmon.  And I know we
25  have over the years -- you know, we are seeing less king
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 1  salmon going up.  And I think that needs to be looked into
 2  very seriously by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
 3  Fish & Game departments.  And looking at the seasonal
 4  impacts, you know, we have various weather patterns.  We
 5  have -- like during the winter we have high winds.
 6  Summertime we also have high winds and continuous
 7  rainfalls.  You know, those need to be addressed.
 8            And the other alternative to barging, I think --
 9  you know, I don't know.  It's probably too late, but I
10  know I mentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road
11  alternate that might be considered maybe from the mouth of
12  the river to the mine site to bring some -- you know,
13  the -- like freight and fuel.  I think that could be
14  less -- there would be less impact to the river if there
15  was a road.  And I'm sure -- I'm sure one of the ideas
16  that I had was if the -- alongside of the river most of
17  the land is Native corporation land.  And it would
18  probably not cover -- it would probably go through like
19  part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that
20  alternative, I think, would have less environmental impact
21  to like the river because of the -- the water levels are
22  very unpredictable because sometimes we have high water
23  levels and we have a lot of erosion that we are facing
24  right now.
25            And the last proposal, I think -- I know I've
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 1  heard about this from Calista, but I don't know if it's
 2  really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do
 3  environmental restoration which would be controlled by the
 4  tribes, the State, the federal government to restore
 5  habitat, like if -- if there is -- if there is a disaster
 6  caused by the mine, I think this fund would be to restore
 7  fisheries, wetlands.  You can do a lot of things to, you
 8  know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat,
 9  fisheries habitat, those sort of things.  And I think --
10  and I know someone mentioned that if there would be a fund
11  established --
12            I know looking over the website, in four years
13  they are going to extract, like, 1.5 million ounces of
14  gold a day -- I mean a year.  Then after four years they
15  would go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year
16  period the gold mine would be in operation.  And looking
17  at the extraction site, it would be two miles long, one
18  mile wide and 1,500 feet deep site.
19            So it's a very, you know, big project.  And
20  there is going to be a lot of money involved; you know,
21  billions and billions of dollars, at stake.  So maybe an
22  escrow account -- with the absence of like the borough
23  government -- we have no borough government out here.  The
24  escrow would be -- I know Mike mentioned that; right,
25  Mike?  But you know, the -- and I don't know how much
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 1  Calista would get out of the mine.
 2            You know, those issues will probably come at a
 3  later date.  But I want to thank you, again, for the
 4  opportunity to address the scoping process.  And if I can,
 5  I'll probably do a written comment.  But if you guys have
 6  questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.
 7  And their number is 825-4328, the office number.  And you
 8  can try to get ahold of me from there.  Thanks.
 9                  MR. BRELSFORD: Any additional comments or
10  concerns?
11                  MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS: Yeah.  I think
12  there has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges
13  going up and down.  And just a few miles above Akiak, they
14  have been beaching and dumping gravel and changing the --
15  the river flow.  And it has caused erosion problems here
16  in a bad way.  But beyond four or five miles above Akiak,
17  that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they
18  need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to
19  be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be
20  very -- you know, the -- a lot of those gravel barges have
21  to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching
22  in some of the salmon areas above Akiak here between here
23  and Tuluksak.  So I think they need to be very careful
24  between here and Tuluksak to make sure that they go
25  through the right channels.
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 1                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you.  I'd like to
 2  talk to you a little bit after about that.  That's
 3  separate from the Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if
 4  you will be here a little bit, I'll talk to you afterwards
 5  about that.
 6                  MR. BRELSFORD: Let's see if there are any
 7  other comments, and we will move towards closing in a few
 8  minutes.  But we want to be sure we have had a chance to
 9  learn everything you all have to offer.  Maybe we have to
10  make a few thank yous to close the meeting.
11                  MR. KUHLE: Okay.  Thank you for coming.
12  And again, we encourage you to visit our website,
13  donlingoldeis.com, or contact me directly.  And we look
14  forward to your comments.
15                  MR. BRELSFORD: And thanks to the folks
16  who helped us get the room set up, the equipment, all of
17  that.  We really appreciate the welcome, and we look
18  forward to coming back before too long.
19            (Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m.)
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 


Page 63


 1                    REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So folks, I think we might
  


 3   get started.  If we can invite you to find seats, we might
  


 4   get underway.  So thanks to everybody for coming this
  


 5   afternoon.  I think we might get started with the
  


 6   presentation.  But we would like to start with an
  


 7   invocation.  And Mike Williams has offered to say a word
  


 8   to get us started in a good way.
  


 9             (Invocation offered by Michael Williams.)
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to
  


11   the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project
  


12   environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My
  


13   name is Don Kuhle with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and
  


14   I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are
  


15   a few people with URS Alaska, which is the contractor
  


16   that's helping the Corps prepare the EIS, and they are
  


17   Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be
  


18   helping me with the presentation today, also.
  


19                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So I wanted to say thanks
  


20   again for joining us.  Moxie and I work on the technical
  


21   team that prepares some of the written materials to
  


22   support the Army Corps of Engineers.  I spent some years
  


23   living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillingham and traveled
  


24   a little bit out here years ago.  But it's really great to
  


25   be back and to be a part of this project.  It's very
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 1   important for people in the region, and we want to be good
  


 2   listeners and to learn from people in the region in order
  


 3   to prepare a really useful environmental impact statement.
  


 4             And let me ask Moxie to say a word, and then we
  


 5   want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help
  


 6   with translating if we need it.
  


 7                   MR. ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie Alexie.
  


 8   Since November of last year -- beginning 2004 through
  


 9   November of this last year I worked with AVCP, Inc. out of
  


10   Bethel as a realty officer, and in November, URS, when
  


11   they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS
  


12   Project, they asked me if I wanted to come to work for
  


13   them, and I did.  I accepted the offer and had to move to
  


14   Anchorage.
  


15             Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really important
  


16   to me.  I lived -- I'm originally upriver from Sleetmute,
  


17   a small village upriver from the Donlin Gold mine site,
  


18   five, six miles upriver from the old Red Devil mine.  I
  


19   have four boys, three girls.  And long after I'm gone, my
  


20   kids, my grandkids, they will be -- they will be living
  


21   off the land.  They will be living off the Kuskokwim River
  


22   for their fishing.  And so this project is really
  


23   important to me, probably one of the main reasons why I
  


24   accepted a position with URS when they offered me this job
  


25   to help the Army Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin
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 1   Gold EIS.
  


 2             But this is not my first time here in Akiak.  I
  


 3   have been here many times and plan to be back.  If we need
  


 4   a translator, if we need a translation, we have Catherine,
  


 5   a local lady here; Catherine Williams will translate for
  


 6   us if we need one.  Thank you.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This is the agenda for
  


 8   today.  We have a slide to provide you with an idea of the
  


 9   topics that we will be covering.  We want to talk about
  


10   the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EIS
  


11   milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic overview of
  


12   the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  And then we
  


13   will summarize a few issues as a way of inviting your
  


14   comments.  We encourage you to get involved, and we will
  


15   tell you how to do that.
  


16             Okay.  We are here because Donlin Gold has
  


17   proposed an open pit gold mine ten miles north of Crooked
  


18   Creek.  And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to
  


19   identify and analyze the potential impacts.  The Corps is
  


20   neither a proponent or an opponent of the project.  It's
  


21   Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in making
  


22   permit decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.
  


23   Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS process,
  


24   and they can also help fulfill the public involvement
  


25   requirements for the National Historic Preservation Act.
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 1                   MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  For the record, I
  


 2   don't think we need a translator, so keep going.
  


 3                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  This
  


 4   map gives an orientation to the project area, which
  


 5   extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked
  


 6   Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River, and it also
  


 7   includes the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area
  


 8   with little development to date and no existing roads to
  


 9   the region.  The proposed mine would require all new
  


10   infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  All this
  


11   would be subject to permitting before it could proceed.
  


12             This map gives an idea of the logistics and the
  


13   supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation
  


14   logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west
  


15   coast ports, west coast from the Lower 48.  The fuel and
  


16   cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from
  


17   ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river
  


18   barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for
  


19   transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would
  


20   then be barged upriver and then off-loaded at a new barge
  


21   landing at Jungjuk port.  The new pipeline indicated in
  


22   yellow there would extend from Cook Inlet to bring in
  


23   natural gas for the mill.
  


24             So now we are going to turn to the EIS process,
  


25   and we will start by explaining why an EIS is prepared in


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







7


  
 1   the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act,
  


 2   or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action
  


 3   significantly affecting the quality of the human
  


 4   environment.  In this case Donlin Gold has submitted an
  


 5   application for permits under section 404 of the Clean
  


 6   Water Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.
  


 7   Issuance of these permits would be a major federal action
  


 8   and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts
  


 9   of the proposed project.  The EIS, along with other
  


10   applicable laws and regulations, will be used by the Corps
  


11   and other agencies to make their permit decisions.
  


12             This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and
  


13   regional organizations will work together on the EIS.  We
  


14   have several cooperating agency representatives with us
  


15   today, and I'd like to invite them to introduce themselves
  


16   and say a few words about the role of their agencies in
  


17   this EIS process.  We have Jenny Blanchard from the Bureau
  


18   of Land Management.
  


19                   MS. BLANCHARD:  Hi, everybody.  My name is
  


20   Jenny Blanchard, and I'm representing the BLM.  And we are
  


21   a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is
  


22   proposing a natural gas pipeline to help power their mine,
  


23   and that would cross some BLM land, so we have to decide
  


24   whether to give them what we call a right-of-way permit,
  


25   give them permission to build a pipeline across BLM land.
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 1   So that's why we are cooperating on this project.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have Tami
  


 3   Fordham with the Environmental Protection Agency.
  


 4                   MS. FORDHAM:  I'll come up here.  So hi.
  


 5   I'm Tami Fordham.  I work for the Environmental Protection
  


 6   Agency out of the Anchorage office, and I haven't been to
  


 7   Akiak before, but thank you for having us here to come and
  


 8   talk with you.  I used to serve as the tribal liaison for
  


 9   this region about five years ago.  Then I took another job
  


10   at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work
  


11   with tribes.  So I'm still part of the tribal program, and
  


12   I'm one of a team of people that work for EPA that are
  


13   working with the Army Corps of Engineers as a cooperating
  


14   agency.
  


15             And while EPA doesn't have any permits to issue
  


16   on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Army
  


17   Corps to develop an environmental impact statement that
  


18   addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean
  


19   air and water, oil and chemical spill planning and
  


20   response, and the National Environmental Policy Act.  We
  


21   also have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air
  


22   and water quality permits, so that's another part of it.
  


23   And we also bring special expertise.  We have a mining
  


24   team.  We also have expertise in air and water monitoring
  


25   and modeling, wetlands, geochemistry, working with tribes
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 1   to bring in traditional knowledge into decisionmaking
  


 2   processes, environmental justice and tribal consultation.
  


 3   So a lot of different things that EPA is bringing to the
  


 4   project.
  


 5             And thank you for having us here.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  We also have Jeff
  


 7   Bruno from the State of Alaska.
  


 8                   MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the
  


 9   Department of Natural Resources.  My primary function on
  


10   this project is to serve as a single point contact for the
  


11   State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the
  


12   applicant.  The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.
  


13   We agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and
  


14   experience to help evaluate the proposed project.
  


15             As you will see on a slide that will come up
  


16   later, the State also has several permits that this
  


17   project would still need to apply for at a later date.  So
  


18   there is still a process for the State to do outside of
  


19   the environmental impact statement.
  


20             Additionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Social
  


21   Services is here, and I'll let her explain kind of what
  


22   her role is on this project.
  


23                   MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  I'm Sarah
  


24   Yoder, and I work for the Alaska Department of Health and
  


25   Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact Assessment
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 1   Program, and our role in this process is we are doing a
  


 2   health impact assessment on the Donlin Gold Project.  And
  


 3   part of that work will be integrated into the EIS.  So if
  


 4   you have any health-related comments or questions, please
  


 5   feel free to talk to me.
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have two other
  


 7   federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here
  


 8   today.  They are the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
  


 9   Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.
  


10   We also have three tribal governments that are
  


11   participating as cooperating agencies.  They are Crooked
  


12   Creek, Chuathbaluk and Napaimute.  And the Kuskokwim River
  


13   Watershed Council is also a cooperating agency for the
  


14   EIS.
  


15             Donlin Gold Project will require many federal
  


16   permits and consultations, and this slide provides several
  


17   examples.  I'll just let you take a look at that briefly
  


18   and also mention that you can find a much more
  


19   comprehensive list of all the permits and consultations
  


20   and other requirements that can be found in the
  


21   application on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.
  


22             This slide shows the -- there are also many
  


23   permits required from the State of Alaska.  As Jeff
  


24   mentioned, there is a number of agencies involved.  And
  


25   again, since he mentioned a number of those, I'll just let
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 1   you take a quick look at this.  And again, you can find a
  


 2   much more comprehensive list on the project website.
  


 3             Some of you may be familiar with the steps in
  


 4   preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows the six
  


 5   major steps that we will be taking from now through
  


 6   November 2015.  The first step in the process was the
  


 7   Notice of Intent that was published in the Federal
  


 8   Register on December 14th.  And that began the scoping
  


 9   process, which is where we are at right now, and this
  


10   meeting is part of that.  We are having meetings,
  


11   providing information about the project, explaining the
  


12   EIS process.  And we are also asking for your comments and
  


13   any information you may have.
  


14             The information that we gather in the scoping
  


15   meetings, along with the information provided with
  


16   Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS
  


17   determines are necessary, all that information will be
  


18   used to produce the draft EIS, which is expected to be
  


19   completed about August 2014.  And the dates we are
  


20   providing here are estimates.  They could slip, but that's
  


21   our projection at this point.
  


22             Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have a
  


23   public review period again in which we will have another
  


24   round of meetings similar to the scoping meetings that we
  


25   are having now.  We will also have the information on the
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 1   website, and we will be asking people to review the draft
  


 2   and provide their comments.  And the information that's
  


 3   gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final
  


 4   EIS, which is expected to be completed around October
  


 5   2015.  And then the final EIS will be used by the various
  


 6   agencies in making their permit decisions.  Each agency
  


 7   will prepare their own Record of Decision.
  


 8             One important thing to notice on this slide is
  


 9   the two gold-colored areas.  Those are the best
  


10   opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions
  


11   that you may have about the project so they can all be
  


12   included in the draft EIS.  Any information we receive by
  


13   March 29th will be included in the draft.
  


14                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  The word scoping, could
  


15   you define what scoping means as far as --
  


16                   MR. KUHLE:  Scoping is just a process of
  


17   trying to determine the extent of the -- identifying the
  


18   full extent of the project and providing information about
  


19   the project and, you know, asking questions from the
  


20   public, getting their input and what their issues and
  


21   concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EIS
  


22   process.  It's really just a time period to disseminate
  


23   information and provide information about the project and
  


24   to seek any additional information that can be found and
  


25   could be used to evaluate the project.
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 1             You are welcome to ask questions, but if you do,
  


 2   we would ask that you provide your name at the beginning
  


 3   of your question or your statement so that our court
  


 4   recorder can have a record of it.  Yes.
  


 5                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have
  


 6   scholarship programs for our young generation?
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm representing the Corps of
  


 8   Engineers today, so I'm not the -- I don't have
  


 9   information on that, no.  I mean, the Corps of Engineers
  


10   itself, I guess -- I'm not speaking in regard to the
  


11   Donlin Project, but it does have internships and other
  


12   processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could
  


13   go onto the Corp.'s website.
  


14                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Ivan M. Ivan, Akiak
  


15   Native Community.  I just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps
  


16   of Engineers, how it's set up.  I don't know how big it
  


17   is, but which people from the Corps -- I know they do a
  


18   lot of other stuff, work.  Which areas come out, titles,
  


19   like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps?  Not
  


20   the -- not -- I mean, not -- people that go out to these
  


21   meetings is yourself and others.
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  I am a project manager.  We
  


23   have many project managers that are assigned to various
  


24   projects, and I'm the project manager for the Donlin Gold
  


25   Project EIS.  And I work in the regulatory division.  And
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 1   the regulatory division is the division that issues the
  


 2   permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
  


 3   section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And that's how
  


 4   we are involved.
  


 5                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  You have other people
  


 6   that you could assign or work with?
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  On this project?
  


 8                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  There are other people that
  


10   may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS
  


11   Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the EIS.
  


12   So they will be doing all the technical evaluation.  And
  


13   they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we
  


14   will use the information they develop to prepare the
  


15   Record of Decision for a permit.
  


16                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.
  


17                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe it would help
  


18   to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the
  


19   bottom, you are going to make a recommendation, but you
  


20   are not signing the Record of Decision.  So who are the
  


21   decisionmakers up above your level?
  


22                   MR. KUHLE:  Right.  The actual
  


23   decisionmaker for this project will be the District
  


24   Engineer, which is Colonel Lestochi, who I believe you
  


25   said you had met.
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 1                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  In Anchorage he would be the
  


 3   decisionmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this
  


 4   comes to the final EIS.  District Engineer is the person
  


 5   that will make the permit decision for the project.
  


 6                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  I think we finished this
  


 8   slide, so we will move on.  We talked about this a little
  


 9   bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide
  


10   information and listen to the residents in the affected
  


11   region.  We have broken this into four areas.  The first
  


12   is to provide information about the EIS milestones, which
  


13   we discussed in -- we just got done looking at the
  


14   previous slide explaining that.
  


15             The next is to share information about the
  


16   proposed project, and we will do this more in the
  


17   presentation today.  And information is also available on
  


18   the project website and in the newsletters that are being
  


19   mailed out.  The next two are to identify issues and
  


20   concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process
  


21   and to identify useful information from the communities.
  


22   These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to
  


23   help us with.  We would like to know what you would like
  


24   to see addressed in the EIS, and we would like to know if
  


25   you have any information that we can use in making a good
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 1   decision in the EIS.
  


 2             This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.
  


 3   The first week we started with the villages nearest the
  


 4   project, and then this week we are focusing on the lower
  


 5   Kuskokwim River.  In February we will be traveling to the
  


 6   Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon, and in March we will
  


 7   be going to the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.
  


 8             This map is a little busy, but the color scheme
  


 9   represents the many subregions of the project area and
  


10   helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an
  


11   example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation
  


12   villages nearest the proposed project.  And in that
  


13   subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was
  


14   the closest community to the project and also in Aniak,
  


15   which is a subregional hub.  So for the other subregions,
  


16   we will also have meetings in the subregional hubs.
  


17             I guess that's kind of the end of the
  


18   explanation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that
  


19   we will be going through.  So I guess we will pause here
  


20   to see if there is any other questions on the actual
  


21   process before we go into the project description.
  


22                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have
  


23   you already obtained?
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  How many permits?
  


25                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have
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 1   you already obtained?
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware that there are
  


 3   any permits other than for -- exploration activities, I'm
  


 4   sure, required a number of permits.  There were permits
  


 5   from the Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands
  


 6   during the exploration.
  


 7                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have a website
  


 8   that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there
  


 9   is scoping and getting permits.  And is there a website
  


10   that we can go to to keep us informed?
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  donlingoldeis.com.
  


12                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Donlin --
  


13                   MR. KUHLE:  donlingoldeis.com.  It will be
  


14   on the last slide that we show today, too, so if you
  


15   wanted to write it down, or it will be on some of the
  


16   information on the table that you can pick up on your way
  


17   out.  It will be on there.
  


18                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Is there any
  


19   difficulty permit you are looking at that's really hard to
  


20   obtain?
  


21                   MR. KUHLE:  I'm not in the position to --
  


22   because we are just beginning the evaluation of the
  


23   project, we are still in the scoping phase.  As we get
  


24   further on, I guess every permit from every agency has a
  


25   different process that it goes through, so I guess I can't
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 1   really say that one is more difficult to obtain than
  


 2   another.
  


 3                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have any really
  


 4   big opposing fundamentalist groups in Alaska that are
  


 5   objecting to -- to the project?
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will know more
  


 7   about that when we finish the scoping phase.  I guess we
  


 8   have had a large number of concerns expressed so far, but
  


 9   I guess I can't say that there is -- I'm not prepared to
  


10   say that there is any particular organization opposed to
  


11   it.
  


12                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  All right.  Thank you.
  


13                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So these are very helpful
  


14   questions from our friends.  Let me underscore one or two
  


15   things about the EIS.  Let's remember that Don leads the
  


16   Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by
  


17   Donlin, and this EIS is going to take three years to reach
  


18   answers about the environmental protection and whether it
  


19   is adequate.  That's our job over the next three years.
  


20   We are just starting.
  


21             And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the
  


22   scoping stage, we want to be sure none of the communities
  


23   would be surprised about this, that everybody understands
  


24   there are some permit applications.  Donlin has gone to
  


25   the Army Corps and to the State of Alaska to ask for
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 1   permits, but until those permits are fully evaluated,
  


 2   nothing happens.  This is the evaluation stage.  This is
  


 3   the EIS.  It's going to take a while.  It's going to take
  


 4   three years at least, and we are just beginning that now
  


 5   with the public conversation.  You guys are helping us to
  


 6   know what issues are important in your eyes to be sure we
  


 7   can address those in the EIS.
  


 8             And then one more thing about public
  


 9   involvement.  Don had that diagram with circles, two gold
  


10   circles.  Scoping right now where you help set the agenda
  


11   for the EIS, that's the first really important step for
  


12   the public.  But then there was another gold circle.
  


13   Moxie and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on
  


14   the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that
  


15   technical document, but then we come back to all of the
  


16   communities and ask you to look at it, also.  Look at it
  


17   carefully and make sure we didn't miss something, that
  


18   what we say is understandable, it seems clear and
  


19   thorough, that the evaluation is complete.  So the public
  


20   meetings on the draft EIS would be another really
  


21   important opportunity for the communities to help us get
  


22   this evaluation right.
  


23                   MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we
  


24   move on?
  


25             We will move now to a summary of the mining


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







20


  
 1   project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold
  


 2   is a 50/50 partnership between two large international
  


 3   mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  The Donlin
  


 4   Gold deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska
  


 5   Native corporations.  Calista Corporation is the
  


 6   subsurface owner and Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface
  


 7   owner.  It's a very large project.  It's expected to
  


 8   produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a
  


 9   mining life of 27 and a half years, and there will be --
  


10   during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of
  


11   ore each day.
  


12             It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would
  


13   be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from
  


14   Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK
  


15   Delta.
  


16             This area is home to some 66 communities that
  


17   could be affected by the project.  For many communities
  


18   the project might affect lands and resources that are used
  


19   for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This
  


20   project will face an extensive set of legal requirements
  


21   with many permits and many agencies involved.
  


22             The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows
  


23   the timeline from exploration through closure.  Donlin has
  


24   worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies
  


25   for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
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 1   We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the
  


 2   first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.
  


 3   And at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies
  


 4   will decide to issue or to deny the permits.  If the
  


 5   permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with
  


 6   three to four years of construction and an estimated 27
  


 7   and a half years of operations.
  


 8             At the conclusion of the active life of the
  


 9   mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and
  


10   reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill
  


11   facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste
  


12   treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.
  


13   The land would be recontoured and native vegetation would
  


14   be planted.
  


15             Okay.  We will go now to the major components of
  


16   the project, starting with the pipeline and the power
  


17   plant.  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports
  


18   like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold
  


19   and will not generate heat.  Where it crosses major
  


20   rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the
  


21   riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as
  


22   shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  This
  


23   technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and
  


24   three forks of the George River, as well as several other
  


25   crossings.
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 1             The image of the block valve on the right side
  


 2   shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off,
  


 3   so it would not block access to subsistence use areas.
  


 4   The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years to
  


 5   provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance by
  


 6   Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create a
  


 7   road along the right-of-way.  The design would allow
  


 8   access, but after construction there will be no improved
  


 9   access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.
  


10             This slide shows that the pipeline would start
  


11   at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet.  It would cross
  


12   the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the
  


13   foothills of the Alaska Range and into the Kuskokwim River
  


14   Valley and then continue west to the mine site near
  


15   Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent
  


16   State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native
  


17   corporation lands.
  


18             Note the blue segment in the middle of the slide
  


19   there.  That's an alternate pipeline corridor that would
  


20   avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would
  


21   separate from the originally proposed route at milepost
  


22   105 and rejoin the primary alignment at milepost 150.
  


23   Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this
  


24   alternative is under consideration, and it will be
  


25   examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
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 1   summer.
  


 2             This slide shows the project components at the
  


 3   mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.
  


 4   Number one is the open pit that would eventually cover
  


 5   1,400 acres.  And it will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide
  


 6   and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a
  


 7   half years of mining.
  


 8             The tailings impoundment, which is technically
  


 9   referred to as a waste treatment facility, which is number
  


10   two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half
  


11   square miles.  The tailings refer to the powder-like
  


12   material that is left after the gold has been removed from
  


13   the mill.  Number three is a waste rock facility which
  


14   would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the
  


15   rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore.  These
  


16   major facilities support the mill and could process 59,000
  


17   tons of ore per day.
  


18                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Which way is Donlin --
  


19   Crooked Creek on that, do you know?
  


20                   MR. KUHLE:  It's running down this way
  


21   [indicating], I believe.
  


22                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Okay.  Now, would we
  


23   be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to
  


24   see it from the river?  No?
  


25                   MR. KUHLE:  From the Kuskokwim River?
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 1                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Yeah.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe so.
  


 3                   MR. BRELSFORD:  It's ten miles --
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  It's ten miles north of
  


 5   Crooked Creek, so it's --
  


 6             This is an overview of the major transportation
  


 7   infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port
  


 8   facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to
  


 9   the river barges.  And then after the barges went up the
  


10   river, there would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk for
  


11   off-loading the fuel and the cargo.  From there, there
  


12   would be a 30-mile road, a new road to the mine site.  And
  


13   also near the mine site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.
  


14   And also near the mine site would be a new
  


15   40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.
  


16             The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would
  


17   extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about
  


18   1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres.  The Donlin Gold
  


19   Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim
  


20   River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  The fuel
  


21   barges would be double-hulled, and the navigation season
  


22   would average 110 days per year with about three barge
  


23   tows passing per day, meaning that if you were standing
  


24   anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to
  


25   see three barges per day.  It could be two up and one down
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 1   or one up and two down, but it would be on average three
  


 2   barge tows per day.  And each tow would be pushing four
  


 3   barges.
  


 4             There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per
  


 5   season and 58 fuel barge tows per season.  The cargo
  


 6   barges would carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would
  


 7   carry 173,000 gallons each.  And the shipping season, the
  


 8   barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would
  


 9   be pretty much the same both during construction and
  


10   during the operations of the project.
  


11                   MR. LEONARD MAKAR [ph]:  I have a
  


12   question.  Have you done an aerial study whether or not if
  


13   the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel
  


14   and what have you is erosion free?  I mean, some areas
  


15   where in -- because I do know the Kuskokwim region has
  


16   erosion problems.  Is this area where you are making this
  


17   impact, would it be safe for it to be built without
  


18   erosion in the future to be a danger?
  


19                   MR. KUHLE:  That's one of the purposes of
  


20   our EIS process is to evaluate that.  We will look at the
  


21   proposed project, and there will be studies done.  And you
  


22   know, we will take the information, the studies that, you
  


23   know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are
  


24   necessary we will do those, and all of that information
  


25   will be used to prepare the draft EIS.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







26


  
 1                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Can I ask your name for
  


 2   the court reporter?
  


 3                   MR. LEONARD MAKAR:  My name is Leonard.
  


 4   I'm with Kwethluk Real Estate.
  


 5                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So Leonard's question
  


 6   helps us remember that Donlin has proposed some
  


 7   engineering design, and they have done some studies about
  


 8   ice passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwim River, and
  


 9   they believe this is a safe place.  But the purpose of the
  


10   EIS is to evaluate, to look again at the engineering
  


11   design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to
  


12   confirm that the design would be safe and would avoid any
  


13   damage, any risk of fuel loss from the storage area.
  


14                   MS. PANQALQALRIA IVAN:  Last fall there
  


15   was a barge around Kwethluk area that went in the water.
  


16   Will your barges be newly bought or will they be
  


17   secondhand?
  


18                   MR. KUHLE:  Will the barges be new or
  


19   secondhand?  You know, that's -- the barges, I'm sure,
  


20   will be up to Coast Guard standards.  You know, we will
  


21   make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans
  


22   that have been identified, but I -- you know, I don't know
  


23   that new or used barges -- you know, that's not something
  


24   we look at.  We will look to make sure that there is plans
  


25   in place for assuring safe operations.
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 1                   MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND:  Gloria Cleveland,
  


 2   member of Akiak Native Community.  Will the pipeline be
  


 3   monitored?
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline, yes, I'm sure it
  


 5   will be monitored.  They have -- trying to think of the --
  


 6   stations every 20 miles.
  


 7                   MR. BRELSFORD:  It has pressure monitoring
  


 8   and then valves every 20 miles.
  


 9                   MR. KUHLE:  And they will have a pigging
  


10   station which will run through the pipe to, you know,
  


11   check to make sure it's in good condition.  I'm not sure
  


12   of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating
  


13   agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
  


14   Administration, and they will be responsible for ensuring
  


15   the safety of the pipeline.
  


16                   MR. SAM GEORGE:  Sam George, Akiak
  


17   Community Council.  On the barges, there is the question
  


18   of the ownership of the barges that will be used for
  


19   transporting the cargo.  I think it's very important to
  


20   note that they should have, like, the one that -- that
  


21   sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old
  


22   barge.  And I think you guys should make a note that
  


23   whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly
  


24   new barges.
  


25             And the other concern is the -- the water levels
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 1   of the Kuskokwim, it varies yearly.  Sometimes it's low.
  


 2   And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, like
  


 3   below Kalskag, I have seen a barge that was stuck up there
  


 4   and they -- they had to use -- I forget what kind
  


 5   of equipment they had in the front of the barges, and I
  


 6   was afraid they were hitting the river bottom to keep them
  


 7   where they were going.  I think those need to be
  


 8   identified in the EIS process.
  


 9             And because we depend on the fish, I think
  


10   that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns
  


11   that I have is the traffic that's going to be as a result
  


12   of this project.  And we -- and the fish that we gather,
  


13   we have people that fish at various parts of the day or
  


14   night or whatever [inaudible].
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  We will have those comments in
  


16   the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in
  


17   the draft EIS.  Thank you.
  


18                   MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is another
  


19   question over here, Don.  Is there another question?  No.
  


20                   MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  My name is David
  


21   Gilila, Sr.  The first question is in reference to the
  


22   natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to
  


23   the Donlin there.  Some years ago, two or three years ago,
  


24   the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural
  


25   gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of
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 1   the meetings, there was an individual that reported there
  


 2   was a depletion of the natural gas in that area.  My
  


 3   question would be:  How -- in the event that there isn't
  


 4   enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek --
  


 5   if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching
  


 6   that line when -- when it might not be used for the length
  


 7   of that mine?  That's my first question there.
  


 8             The next one is in reference to air quality and
  


 9   diesel emission.  I know there is going to be one plant.
  


10   I know there is going to be multiple burning and
  


11   [indecipherable].  How much of that -- I don't know if
  


12   there was any done in reference to the mines down in the
  


13   Lower 48 that are operating now in reference to air
  


14   quality.  You know, anything that comes out of the chimney
  


15   goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other
  


16   areas away from the mining project.  It can reach all the
  


17   way down to the coast.  It depends on how strong the wind
  


18   is.
  


19             In reference to that, at one point in time
  


20   the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in
  


21   Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that
  


22   dropped up into the Arctic area.  In reference to that, my
  


23   question is going to be how -- how much of that emissions
  


24   coming out of that -- them chimneys, what the amount would
  


25   be in reference to chemicals that is detrimental to the


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







30


  
 1   environment outside of the proposed mine area?
  


 2             The other one is right now the barges that come
  


 3   up the river are deteriorating private lands with the
  


 4   route of the barges.  I know there is three that I can
  


 5   identify.  One is above Kwethluk.  When they turn, they
  


 6   literally -- I don't know what the word would be, but they
  


 7   touch the bank when they are turning, and those props,
  


 8   they raise a lot of turbulence behind them.  And as a
  


 9   result, there is an erosion problem above Kwethluk, which
  


10   is private land.  That would be another question.  If --
  


11   looking at the estimated transportation of them barges, I
  


12   know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in
  


13   that area.
  


14             Another one is just above it where that bends,
  


15   what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to
  


16   the Kuskokwim, even there the barges are doing the same
  


17   thing and creating a little island between the main
  


18   Kuskokwim that goes over to the right side of the river
  


19   that goes out to the main river that goes over towards
  


20   Akiachak.  That area is -- if -- if I'm not mistaken,
  


21   maybe ten years from now, maybe not -- might not happen --
  


22   that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are
  


23   concerned.  You might be able to take a skiff through
  


24   there, through the bank of that river there.
  


25             So in reference to the mine itself, there is a
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 1   mention here in reference to surface water diverting.  My
  


 2   question in reference to that:  How are they diverting
  


 3   these little creeks here?  Are they creating natural --
  


 4   not natural -- manmade dams on the headwaters of these
  


 5   creeks?  And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that
  


 6   goes over to -- goes to the mine there, and there is
  


 7   tributaries that are going out through that main creek
  


 8   there, are they damning those?  And the same question, are
  


 9   they creating manmade ponds?
  


10             Groundwater consumption, what kind of
  


11   groundwater are they talking about?  Are they talking
  


12   about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to
  


13   use it, or what?  What kind of consumption?  Is it for
  


14   human consumption?
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will talk a little
  


16   bit about that later on.  If you are wanting me -- you
  


17   want me to -- I guess I could try to answer some of your
  


18   questions now, but the list is getting kind of long.  Are
  


19   you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a
  


20   response at this point?
  


21                   MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  These are the
  


22   questions that I am asking.  Hopefully anybody that is
  


23   with the scoping group here would be able to answer.
  


24   Other than that, maybe on the second round, maybe somebody
  


25   would be able to send us these questions to the point
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 1   where maybe we could understand.  And you are talking
  


 2   about mine dewatering.  What exactly -- so you will be
  


 3   covering what -- these three in reference to water, then,
  


 4   huh?
  


 5                   MR. KUHLE:  We will just briefly explain
  


 6   what -- some of the issues we anticipate.  It's good --
  


 7   these are all questions that are good to bring up to make
  


 8   sure they are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your
  


 9   comments on the barges and the erosion.  And you are
  


10   mentioning some very specific information there, and
  


11   that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.
  


12             So you know, your comments that you have made so
  


13   far have been recorded, but if you have any more specific
  


14   information like that, you know, I would encourage you --
  


15   you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead
  


16   and submit that either through one of our questionnaires
  


17   or through the website.  You can either e-mail it or mail
  


18   it to us, or you can call me.  I'll have my phone number
  


19   on here, and I can help you get that information to us.
  


20             But those are the types of things that we are
  


21   looking for is the specific information.  You know, you
  


22   mentioned the pipeline, air emissions and the surface
  


23   water diversion.  A lot of that information is already
  


24   available on the website.  There is what is -- you know,
  


25   as URS goes through, you know, they are looking at the
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 1   information and the studies that Donlin has already done,
  


 2   and they will determine what additional work or studies or
  


 3   information is necessary.  And as part of the EIS process,
  


 4   they will gather that information and it will go into the
  


 5   draft EIS which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when
  


 6   we expect that to be completed.
  


 7             So it's good that you get your questions and
  


 8   concerns to us now because anything you mention today in
  


 9   the scoping meeting or submit to us before March 29th will
  


10   be addressed in the EIS.  So as I said in advance, you
  


11   have asked a number of questions here.  I think a lot of
  


12   that information, you know, has been -- you know, there
  


13   has been work and studies done in those regards already,
  


14   and there is additional work that will be done.  So you
  


15   know, I just kind of wanted to make that point.  If you
  


16   have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we
  


17   will go on here.  We have -- in fact, after the next slide
  


18   I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any other
  


19   questions.  Maybe we will do that.
  


20                   MS. FORDHAM:  And Don -- David, you
  


21   mentioned a very specific slough, and I don't know if Mary
  


22   captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want
  


23   to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the
  


24   analysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get
  


25   that name correct.
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 1                   MR. KURT FARN:  Kurt Farn, Akiak.  Even if
  


 2   the pipeline of natural gas goes through, you are still
  


 3   going to need that much fuel to run that operation?
  


 4                   MR. KUHLE:  The fuel is mostly for diesel
  


 5   fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the large
  


 6   shovels and trucks that will haul the -- you know, the
  


 7   rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mill
  


 8   and the waste rock and just moving all the material
  


 9   around.  That's -- there is lots of equipment that, you
  


10   know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they --
  


11   you know, natural gas, I believe, is more economical, so
  


12   they'll use that as much as they can.
  


13                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So the natural gas is used
  


14   to run the electrical generator, and much of the
  


15   machinery, especially in the mill, is run by electricity.
  


16   So that's what that big natural gas generator is for.  But
  


17   the mobile trucks, the big equipment, still runs on
  


18   diesel.  So both energy sources are needed for the
  


19   operation of the mine.
  


20                   MR. KURT FARN:  That's quite a bit.  If
  


21   the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard
  


22   to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.
  


23   You would be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go
  


24   through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be
  


25   able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because
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 1   that plant runs off gas.
  


 2                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for your
  


 3   comment.
  


 4                   MS. FORDHAM:  The comment about
  


 5   alternatives --
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  Yes, that's good.  We will be
  


 7   evaluating the various alternatives, you know, the
  


 8   pipeline as part of -- I guess we haven't identified all
  


 9   the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel will be
  


10   evaluated in the various alternatives.
  


11             Okay.  This slide shows the construction camp,
  


12   which would have 2,500 beds during the construction
  


13   period, and it would support a construction workforce of
  


14   up to 3,000 jobs.  And this includes some smaller remote
  


15   camps for pipeline construction.  The permanent camp would
  


16   have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400
  


17   employees working shifts, meaning that only about half of
  


18   the total workforce would be on site at any given time.
  


19             So we were planning at this point to pause and
  


20   see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from
  


21   Moxie or Vernon regarding the translation.  Do we need to
  


22   do that?  I think everybody seems to understand pretty
  


23   well.  So we will move on.  And I'll have one more chance
  


24   for questions on the parts of the project or the project
  


25   itself before we move on to some of the issues that we
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 1   expect to review.
  


 2             If there is no questions -- yes.
  


 3                   UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Are you
  


 4   starting the comment period now or taking testimonies
  


 5   right now?
  


 6                   MR. KUHLE:  No.  We will do that -- I
  


 7   mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with
  


 8   the slides.
  


 9                   UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Thank you.
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move on now to
  


11   several slides of examples of issues and concerns that we
  


12   expect to evaluate.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the
  


13   scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  And
  


14   one major area of concern is water resources.  The project
  


15   is designed to have no discharge of mine-contacted water
  


16   away from the mine site, but there can still be concerns,
  


17   and some examples are noted on this slide.
  


18             Streams and other surface waters would be
  


19   diverted away from and around the mining activities in
  


20   order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.
  


21   Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining
  


22   process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.
  


23   Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower
  


24   adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby
  


25   streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
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 1   could generate acid or leach minerals, and therefore waste
  


 2   rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully
  


 3   managed to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine
  


 4   site.
  


 5             Air quality is also important, and this slide
  


 6   shows some examples of issues.  There would be several
  


 7   sources of emissions, including a large number of large
  


 8   mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust
  


 9   create by removing and processing the overburden waste
  


10   rock and the ore.
  


11             Climate change is a growing concern and would
  


12   need to be considered because large amounts of
  


13   hydrocarbons will be burned during mining.  Mercury will
  


14   be looked at in several areas.  Naturally occurring
  


15   mercury or fugitive mercury could be released by exposing
  


16   it during mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur
  


17   during the milling process, and any mercury co-product
  


18   would require careful storage and transport.  Also, given
  


19   the large amounts of fuel and hazardous materials
  


20   involved, safe operating procedures and good response
  


21   plans will be crucial to preventing spills.
  


22             Other major issues and concerns include wetlands
  


23   and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,
  


24   subsistence, and fish and land uses.  The proposed project
  


25   would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







38


  
 1   approximately 10,000 acres would be at the mine site and
  


 2   the related infrastructure.  6,000 acres would be along
  


 3   the proposed pipeline.  These areas would be impacted by
  


 4   excavating, filling, vegetation removal or other
  


 5   disturbances.  6,900 acres of the total 16,000 would be
  


 6   wetlands.
  


 7             There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or
  


 8   reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and
  


 9   there would also be a direct disturbance of individual
  


10   animals in the area.
  


11             Barge traffic we have talked about already.
  


12   There would be a substantial increase in traffic.  And
  


13   subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by
  


14   the loss of land to development.
  


15             Here are some more examples of issues and
  


16   concerns, and these are focused on the communities,
  


17   cultural resources, and recreation.  Community life
  


18   during -- during construction there would be a huge new
  


19   workforce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400
  


20   permanent employees, so this would bring new employment
  


21   and income, but it would also have many effects on
  


22   community life and human health.  And cultural resources,
  


23   both historical and archeological sites, that exist in the
  


24   area might be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and
  


25   traditional and cultural properties could also be
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 1   affected.  And recreation and visual resources, including
  


 2   the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by
  


 3   new structures and mining operations.
  


 4             So to conclude, we know that this proposed
  


 5   project and land and resources are important to you, and
  


 6   we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to
  


 7   get involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing the
  


 8   most important thing by being here and participating in a
  


 9   scoping meeting.  You can find additional information on
  


10   the project on the donlingoldeis.com website, and you can
  


11   also submit a comment form there.  You can contact me
  


12   directly if you have any concerns.  That's my direct phone
  


13   line, (907) 753-2780.  And my e-mail address is there, as
  


14   well.
  


15             For tribal matters, you can contact Amanda
  


16   Shearer.  She's the Corps of Engineers tribal liaison, and
  


17   that's her direct phone number and her e-mail address.
  


18   Tribal governments also, in addition to participating in
  


19   the EIS process, can participate in
  


20   government-to-government consultation.  If you would like
  


21   to do that, you can contact either Amanda or myself.
  


22   Amanda is, as I said, our tribal liaison.
  


23             So we would like to hear your questions and
  


24   comments.  And we put up here some ideas to show you the
  


25   type of scoping comments that we are looking for.  We are
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 1   looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed
  


 2   in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and
  


 3   effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you
  


 4   may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out
  


 5   about any important information available in your
  


 6   community.  And if you do have any written comments --
  


 7   I'll open it up for testimony here and any other questions
  


 8   you may have.
  


 9             If you do have any written comments, we ask that
  


10   you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make
  


11   sure that they are fully recorded.
  


12                   MR. GEORGE GUY:  Can I start off?  Because
  


13   we have a plane to catch.  My name is George Guy.  I'm the
  


14   business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  But I have
  


15   written testimony to make on the proposed mine.  And I do
  


16   thank you, Mr. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comment
  


17   on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environmental impact
  


18   statement.
  


19             For the record, my name is George Guy.  I'm the
  


20   business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  I'm also on
  


21   the board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which I
  


22   must remain neutral on this project.  But today I'm
  


23   speaking on behalf of Kwethluk, Incorporated.  Like many
  


24   other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokwim
  


25   Region, we are mainly Yup'ik Eskimo language speaking
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 1   Alaska residents and basically live a subsistence,
  


 2   fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for
  


 3   cash scarce area.  Commercial fisheries and other seasonal
  


 4   or odd jobs supplement this lifestyle.  Salmon is our main
  


 5   staple food, a renewable resource.
  


 6             In behalf of the shareholders of Kwethluk,
  


 7   Incorporated and the residents, I would like to comment on
  


 8   the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  Based on our
  


 9   historically traditional and customary subsistence,
  


10   hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and
  


11   primarily on the barge traffic.  As Mr. David Gilila
  


12   indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our
  


13   lands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwim River.
  


14             Basically when the Kuskokwim River is full of
  


15   salmon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short
  


16   span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our
  


17   renewable resources, the salmon might be affected by the
  


18   barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets
  


19   that we utilize to harvest salmon.  And that will impact
  


20   our people, our salmon, and our eroding lands through the
  


21   barge traffic community from the mouth of the Kuskokwim
  


22   River all the way up to the proposed mine site.  It takes
  


23   a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our
  


24   renewable resources to implement our needs.
  


25             Some of the potential damages that might occur,
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 1   barges might collide with boats, nets.  And as nowadays we
  


 2   are under combat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the
  


 3   codes and regulations that we have to abide by, and there
  


 4   is limited openings and closures of fishing of all the
  


 5   salmon species migrating up and down the Kuskokwim River.
  


 6   Salmon fish, jacks and mature salmon and the erosion of
  


 7   the river banks by the barges.  Make sure that the
  


 8   proposed project is done in an environmentally sound and
  


 9   safe way.
  


10             And in closing, on behalf of the shareholders of
  


11   Kwethluk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, I
  


12   thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this
  


13   project that will have a long-term effect if it becomes a
  


14   reality.  Thank you.
  


15                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you for your comments.
  


16                   MR. BRELSFORD:  We asked folks to sign if
  


17   they wanted to testify.  So maybe we will go to the list,
  


18   but I think this was a good point.  If anybody has to
  


19   leave early, maybe we want to make room for them to go
  


20   early.  Mike, you are signed up first on the list, but
  


21   let's be sure if anybody else has a plane soon, that they
  


22   have an opportunity to speak before we wrap up.
  


23                   MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  I have to catch my
  


24   dog team.
  


25                   MR. BRELSFORD:  If anybody has a dog team
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 1   to catch before they have to go.  So Mike Williams will be
  


 2   the first person.  So let's hear your comments.
  


 3                   MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Hello.  My name is
  


 4   Michael Williams.  I am one of the members of the Akiak
  


 5   Native Community IRA Council for a long time and also a
  


 6   subsistence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog musher here
  


 7   in Akiak for a long time, ever since I can remember.  You
  


 8   know, after I went to boarding school, along with Moxie
  


 9   here -- or Moxie is older than me, so he graduated earlier
  


10   than me from the same school in Oregon.
  


11             But anyway, I wanted to make comments on the
  


12   Donlin Gold Project.  You know, ever since there was a
  


13   thought for a gold mine up in Crooked Creek, you know, we
  


14   were very concerned about the river and the impacts that
  


15   it may have on our people and the Kuskokwim River,
  


16   although the economic opportunities, the jobs, and we
  


17   understand that.  And when we raise concerns, it -- we
  


18   were thought of being against a gold mine, and we were
  


19   not.  We were concerned about the mercury emissions,
  


20   mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring
  


21   because mercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in
  


22   the rocks and hills.  And when you disturb the land, then
  


23   it happens.  But that was our concern, that it may affect
  


24   our salmon.  We depend on salmon for our subsistence way
  


25   of life.
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 1             And in turn, our concern was the impact on
  


 2   health because the status of our Native health is -- you
  


 3   know, we have highest rates of cancer deaths and we have
  


 4   highest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates
  


 5   of health-related deaths.  And our health status is very,
  


 6   very challenging right now.  And I think with the impact
  


 7   also on housing was a concern, as well, because a lot of
  


 8   our people don't have enough housing.  And with the influx
  


 9   of people, then housing, need for housing will also impact
  


10   us.  So coupled with the increase of people here, an
  


11   increase of possible sexually transmitted diseases,
  


12   alcohol, drugs that are being brought in from the outside
  


13   when there is cash influx and when people have influx of
  


14   economic development.  Those things that we see were very
  


15   concerning to us.
  


16             We want to protect our languages, our cultures
  


17   here because -- because of the impact for 30 years, it's
  


18   going to have the biggest impact in the history of our
  


19   region.  You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak,
  


20   NYAC mine, and we had -- the government had brought in
  


21   laplanders across there in Akiak, but we seemed to have
  


22   protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and
  


23   strong; but nevertheless, we were impacted by diseases
  


24   that were brought in from the outside, and there were
  


25   great deaths.  You know, there was massive deaths.  And
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 1   there was a hospital here, and a lot of people came from
  


 2   all over the region to be treated here.  But a lot of them
  


 3   died and we buried them here.  They couldn't have no --
  


 4   they didn't have the capacity to go back.
  


 5             But in terms of human health, we have to make
  


 6   sure that we do an assessment on health impacts or health
  


 7   status of the community, alcohol, physical health,
  


 8   emotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we
  


 9   have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an
  


10   impact in diminishing the status of our health, but to
  


11   increase the status, health status of our people
  


12   physically, emotionally, mentally, et cetera.  So I just
  


13   wanted to make sure that health impact assessments are
  


14   done and in a way that we will increase human health
  


15   instead of decreasing impacts on human health.
  


16             Again, our subsistence way of life must be
  


17   protected.  Our salmon must be protected, making sure that
  


18   we continue our way of life.  I know the salmon are being
  


19   impacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to
  


20   maintain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our
  


21   livelihood, despite, you know, if mining goes, then do
  


22   everything we can to protect our water resource.  We
  


23   depend on water and clean water, and without that water,
  


24   we are dead.
  


25             But I think those are, in my mind, the impacts
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 1   on health, impacts on our subsistence resources, and the
  


 2   issue of the erosion.  If we could have -- you know, our
  


 3   erosion in Akiak was impacted this past spring by -- this
  


 4   past summer by high winds and storms, and we lost about
  


 5   200 feet already.  And the Army Corps of Engineers'
  


 6   projections were exceeded this past summer.  So we lost
  


 7   about 200 feet of land for erosion.  And with that
  


 8   increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger
  


 9   impact on our community.  So I think erosion protection on
  


10   our villages would be helpful.  With two and a half, three
  


11   barges a day increased, it's going to have a major impact.
  


12   And I agree with David Gilila who made that earlier
  


13   statement on some of the impacts that he identified.
  


14             But again, I think if Donlin Creek is going to
  


15   be developed, the tribal governments must be on the table.
  


16   Our ways must be protected, and our ways of life must be
  


17   protected instead of damaged.  And I think it can be
  


18   developed in a way that all the protections can be there.
  


19             But those are my comments.  And I will make
  


20   written comments on your website, whichever.  But I just
  


21   wanted to make those -- point those potential impacts to
  


22   our communities.  And hopefully that our people, our young
  


23   people will be -- if it is developed, if the mine is
  


24   developed, that the job opportunities are realized by our
  


25   young people with -- you know, with training and
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 1   educational opportunities that go along with it.  But
  


 2   we -- but we -- we must be prepared post the mining life,
  


 3   and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik
  


 4   people that we have survived over thousands of years here.
  


 5   And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC mine
  


 6   and other economic opportunities here, and we need to keep
  


 7   that in kind.  Thank you.
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
  


 9                   MR. BRELSFORD:  David Gilila is next on
  


10   the list.  I don't know if there are additional comments,
  


11   if David is still with us.  Catherine Williams.  Nikolai
  


12   Alexie.
  


13                   MR. NIKOLAI ALEXIE:  Thank you.  My name
  


14   is Nikolai Alexie.  I'm from Kwethluk.  I just have mostly
  


15   questions.  So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed
  


16   to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection
  


17   of rainwater, the amount of water used daily, and the
  


18   recycled water after it's unusable?  In some years, the
  


19   natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fluctuates.
  


20   We have dry years and wet years.
  


21             If after the completion of the mine, how will
  


22   the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is
  


23   too much precipitation in one year?  All that overflowing
  


24   water, where do you think it's going?  It will go -- it
  


25   has to go somewhere.  So that's my question.  Quyana.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
  


 2                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Next would be Nick Ayapau.
  


 3                   MR. NICK AYAPAU:  My name is Nick Ayapau.
  


 4   I'm from Kwethluk.  And I have two comments, I guess.  One
  


 5   is regarding the erosion, which most of us talked about,
  


 6   but I guess I have a question.  In aerial photos that we
  


 7   can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how
  


 8   the damage that it had from the barges going up and down
  


 9   without, you know, the proposed three, I think it will add
  


10   more.  And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has
  


11   been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while
  


12   I have been watching it.  And it's like -- I have a fish
  


13   camp near where that is, and when we go out to the river,
  


14   we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and
  


15   I know that if that part opens up more, it's going to
  


16   affect Kwethluk.
  


17             And right now -- last year Kwethluk residents,
  


18   Kwethluk IRA Council had moved four houses to relocate
  


19   them.  And I think if we -- if the barges go up and down
  


20   that way, I think that's going to be -- and I was
  


21   wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to
  


22   relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or --
  


23   you know, it's just a question.
  


24             But that's our concern right there.  We have --
  


25   the reason that I'm requesting aerial photos is that when
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 1   it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it
  


 2   has to go through.  And that horseshoe is getting -- you
  


 3   know, shrinking.  If it goes through that little land, you
  


 4   know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and I think Kwethluk
  


 5   has to relocate.  And that's -- that's our -- that's our
  


 6   concern.  And we have been watching that, monitoring that
  


 7   area.
  


 8             And another thing, my comment was the
  


 9   response -- the response time of when -- if a barge -- if
  


10   a barge, you know, leaks or whatever, because like a
  


11   fellow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, last year Faulkner
  


12   and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- something
  


13   happened when it was -- I guess it was a storm, and then
  


14   it went down, equipment and some stuff in that little
  


15   barge.  And the response -- I don't know how that response
  


16   went.  I know the City of Kwethluk and IRA Council had
  


17   called somebody from Bethel to do something about that.
  


18   And up to this date we don't have no report on what they
  


19   did.
  


20             Is that going to be the same thing if the
  


21   barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens
  


22   and it's going to affect our fish?  And we have a watering
  


23   point at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down,
  


24   and I think -- and equipment went down and something --
  


25   the barge itself and the equipment went down.  I don't
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 1   know what they did after that happened, but our water --
  


 2   our watering point is near that area.  I mean, and they --
  


 3   people have been reporting when they go get water they see
  


 4   oil and diesel, and probably metal leaching, too.  And
  


 5   that's what maybe Health and Social Services can look into
  


 6   in that area.
  


 7             So my question was, I wonder how the response
  


 8   would be if something happens up, you know, where the --
  


 9   the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever
  


10   happens and then stuff came down and, you know --
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess to try to answer
  


12   your question, I guess, again, we are here for scoping to
  


13   gather comments and information.  And your comments about
  


14   the erosion and the specific information about erosion is
  


15   helpful for the studies that will be done to look at the
  


16   impacts that all this barge traffic will have on the
  


17   river.
  


18             As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard
  


19   about that before, and I don't know what the problem was
  


20   with the response on that.  But I'm sure it will be
  


21   considered as, you know, plans are, you know, developed
  


22   for, you know, dealing or how -- as we look at how all
  


23   this barge traffic would be addressed.  And if there were
  


24   to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place
  


25   to deal with that.
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 1             But again, you know, that's all helpful
  


 2   information.  And, you know, we will -- you know, you have
  


 3   made your comments.  It's, you know, on the record.  We
  


 4   will take a look at it.  You will be able to look at the
  


 5   draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed.  And
  


 6   again, if you have any, you know, more specific
  


 7   information like that, we would like to hear it.  You
  


 8   know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when
  


 9   you are talking about a certain slough and what's
  


10   happening over the last ten years so that can be
  


11   considered.  So thank you.
  


12                   MR. BRELSFORD:  The next speaker would be
  


13   George Guy.  Additional comments?  Then Ivan M. Ivan,
  


14   please.
  


15                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  My name is Ivan M.
  


16   Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and IRA Council from
  


17   the Akiak community.  I just want to recap.  My comments
  


18   are not directed at any one individual, but public
  


19   authority within our government system.  Looking back to a
  


20   couple of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP,
  


21   we tried to submit a resolution that didn't pass because
  


22   the executive direction of the regional corporation, I
  


23   believe it was, was against it, and I could not muster
  


24   enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mike made a
  


25   comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







52


  
 1   table in all of this.
  


 2             The idea was not to stop the process, but to
  


 3   have an input into the system to protect life and -- life
  


 4   and natural resources on this river system and that this
  


 5   project is not small.  And I'd like to -- I hear
  


 6   information on the size.  I understand that projections
  


 7   are 30 years in operation.  Am I correct?  The estimated
  


 8   gold ounces, what are they now?
  


 9                   MS. BLANCHARD:  A million ounces a year, I
  


10   believe.
  


11                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  A million ounces a year
  


12   versus whatever the value today is.
  


13                   MS. BLANCHARD:  $1,500 an ounce, I think.
  


14                   MR. KUHLE:  I don't know what the --
  


15                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  I'm trying to get to
  


16   the point of what the impact of that dollar would do to
  


17   our communities, the human factor and, of course, the
  


18   natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection.  And
  


19   if you would consider consultation ongoing as you are
  


20   doing now, in my opinion, consult with the tribes as much
  


21   as you can, allow them the opportunity to input in your
  


22   system into the environmental impact.  We were not able to
  


23   at that time get a resolution passed through the regional
  


24   association when we asked for the tribes to be on the
  


25   table as the rest of them so that we can be represented.
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 1   And we are going to do the best we can in this process to
  


 2   put as much recommendations or information, pro or con,
  


 3   into -- to let you know.
  


 4             One of the concerns that we have, and I hope --
  


 5   and it was alluded to by Mr. Williams -- we serve on the
  


 6   same council here in Akiak -- is the human impact that,
  


 7    -- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a lot of
  


 8   dollar around, what usually comes with it is alcohol and
  


 9   possibly drugs, and that's potential.  That's what we are
  


10   talking about.  If the U.S. Department of Justice or
  


11   someone could be ready to provide support to local
  


12   enforcement -- community enforcement to help them cope
  


13   with this on the way, that should be considered in our --
  


14   in our opinion.
  


15             It's such a big project, it's going to have a
  


16   pretty heavy human impact.  The biggest concern that we
  


17   have, protect the salmon, mainly the fish and the wildlife
  


18   on the land.  That dollar value of fish and wildlife, I
  


19   couldn't put a dollar amount.  For thousands of years that
  


20   kept us alive.  We would like to see it another thousand
  


21   years ahead of us to continue.  Please put in as much
  


22   protection as possible in all these plans as best as you
  


23   can.  It's -- I can't fathom the amount of impact it will
  


24   have on us.  It's not going to be small.
  


25             The biggest concern our people have is please
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 1   ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maximum
  


 2   amount -- maximum possible and the human impact it would
  


 3   have on small communities.
  


 4             That's basically my comments.  And my question
  


 5   is:  As you said, this is your first time here.  Are we --
  


 6   can we expect other sessions like this in the future so we
  


 7   could be sure what comments we make would be considered?
  


 8                   MR. KUHLE:  To answer your question, we
  


 9   will be back after the draft EIS has been prepared, which
  


10   is expected to be August 2014.  We will have another round
  


11   of public meetings.  And the draft EIS will also address
  


12   all the comments that are made.  So that would be a way to
  


13   see how your comments have been addressed.  And also you
  


14   mentioned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tribal
  


15   consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or myself
  


16   and, you know, express your concerns.  Or you can contact
  


17   us for other -- anytime you want you can contact us for
  


18   government-to-government consultation.  So I encourage you
  


19   to do that.  And again, through March 29th is the scoping
  


20   period.  So feel free to call me or Amanda.  We will be
  


21   glad to discuss it.  If you would like to have a
  


22   teleconference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in
  


23   and see us.
  


24                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  One other question that
  


25   I have is:  The Indian Health Service that provides health
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 1   service to Native communities like us here is, I believe,
  


 2   contracted by Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, if
  


 3   I'm not mistaken; that they also be invited to make
  


 4   comments in the health issues for our people.  That's all.
  


 5   It's just to be careful along the way as best as humanly
  


 6   possible.
  


 7                   MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.
  


 8                   MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  That's all I have.  If
  


 9   you have questions, I'll try and answer them.
  


10                   MR. KUHLE:  I would be glad to speak with
  


11   you.  I don't have any specific questions right now.
  


12   Thank you.
  


13                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me mention again
  


14   that there is the comment sheets at the back to provide
  


15   comments, any kind of written comments if you would like.
  


16   And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.
  


17   These are self-mailing.  You fold them over, put a stamp
  


18   and there they go.  But it also has the website for the
  


19   Donlin Gold EIS Project.  So a lot of information.
  


20             Somebody asked about the water balance plan, and
  


21   that plan is actually on the website.  It's the proposed
  


22   engineering for water balance, but if you would like to
  


23   look into it in more detail on some of these things, this
  


24   website would have additional background information.  So
  


25   the comment forms could help you find the website address.
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 1   And we would look forward to having people learn more and
  


 2   more about it.
  


 3             So then the next person to speak was Demian
  


 4   Sigler.  And I know Demian spoke earlier, but we welcome
  


 5   more.
  


 6                   MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Demian Sigler from
  


 7   Akiak.  I wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going
  


 8   to open.  Seems like this is the first operation of
  


 9   hopefully not many.  Because I've seen that greed of, you
  


10   know, not just Donlin.  Like United States, they -- they
  


11   hunger minerals, all kinds of minerals.  Is this going to
  


12   open the doors for other companies to start saying Alaska
  


13   has a lot of resources?  And are you, like, going to be
  


14   the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in
  


15   our rooms saying that we will support you, but we are
  


16   going to take away from the land?  Is the greed going to
  


17   stop someplace of wanting to take, take, take?  And should
  


18   we stop this process before we are over our heads and we
  


19   can't stop it?  Because I hear a lot of concerns about our
  


20   habitat.  I also have that feeling of economic greed, that
  


21   we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wondering
  


22   how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin
  


23   Creek gets accepted.  Thank you.
  


24                   MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.
  


25                   MR. BRELSFORD:  So Brenda Lamont perhaps
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 1   wanted to testify.  There is a check in the box.  Brenda?
  


 2   And I think we want to make sure anybody else who has
  


 3   comments would be welcome to provide those comments.  I
  


 4   believe Sam George is ready to offer some additional
  


 5   comments.
  


 6                   MR. SAM GEORGE:  Yeah, I want to -- I was
  


 7   hoping the rest of the crew would come down.  I don't know
  


 8   what happened to them.  But I want to comment on the --
  


 9   first I want to thank the Akiak Native Community for
  


10   hosting the -- the meeting here.  And I want to welcome
  


11   the Army Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew
  


12   here to this scoping meeting.
  


13             Ever since the Donlin Creek issue came about,
  


14   you know, one of the major concerns that I have is the --
  


15   the barge traffic.  And as I stated earlier, you know, the
  


16   water level is always different each year.  And some years
  


17   we have a very low water level.  And like I stated
  


18   earlier, I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they
  


19   are using backhoes to pull themselves up.  And those
  


20   issues need to be addressed by the EIS process.
  


21             And the other concern that I had was the use of
  


22   explosives, you know, the use of dynamite, if they can use
  


23   those kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.
  


24   When they start the extraction process, I'm sure they are
  


25   going to use a lot of explosives during that process.  And
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 1   I think that needs to be addressed.
  


 2             The other area is the snow level that we have
  


 3   each year, and the process that -- you know, when the
  


 4   melting process goes through, we have a lot of water that,
  


 5   you know, overflows.  And that needs to be addressed by
  


 6   this process.  And I know when you had the presentation, I
  


 7   think my -- the process was like 59,000 tons a day for
  


 8   processing.
  


 9             And the other concern, I know when I went
  


10   through the comment by our council president, he was
  


11   talking about the fault lines.  And this is the fault line
  


12   that goes from -- that covers that area as far as like
  


13   earthquakes are concerned.  I think those need to be
  


14   addressed by the process.
  


15             The other is wetland restoration.  I know
  


16   sometime ago, Mary from Donlin Creek mentioned that --
  


17   that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or minerals
  


18   have to set aside monies for wetlands restoration.  And I
  


19   think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.
  


20   And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our
  


21   wetlands to their natural states, I think that should be
  


22   addressed, also.
  


23             And one other concern is the -- the George River
  


24   is the spawning area for the king salmon.  And I know we
  


25   have over the years -- you know, we are seeing less king
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 1   salmon going up.  And I think that needs to be looked into
  


 2   very seriously by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
  


 3   Fish & Game departments.  And looking at the seasonal
  


 4   impacts, you know, we have various weather patterns.  We
  


 5   have -- like during the winter we have high winds.
  


 6   Summertime we also have high winds and continuous
  


 7   rainfalls.  You know, those need to be addressed.
  


 8             And the other alternative to barging, I think --
  


 9   you know, I don't know.  It's probably too late, but I
  


10   know I mentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road
  


11   alternate that might be considered maybe from the mouth of
  


12   the river to the mine site to bring some -- you know,
  


13   the -- like freight and fuel.  I think that could be
  


14   less -- there would be less impact to the river if there
  


15   was a road.  And I'm sure -- I'm sure one of the ideas
  


16   that I had was if the -- alongside of the river most of
  


17   the land is Native corporation land.  And it would
  


18   probably not cover -- it would probably go through like
  


19   part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that
  


20   alternative, I think, would have less environmental impact
  


21   to like the river because of the -- the water levels are
  


22   very unpredictable because sometimes we have high water
  


23   levels and we have a lot of erosion that we are facing
  


24   right now.
  


25             And the last proposal, I think -- I know I've
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 1   heard about this from Calista, but I don't know if it's
  


 2   really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do
  


 3   environmental restoration which would be controlled by the
  


 4   tribes, the State, the federal government to restore
  


 5   habitat, like if -- if there is -- if there is a disaster
  


 6   caused by the mine, I think this fund would be to restore
  


 7   fisheries, wetlands.  You can do a lot of things to, you
  


 8   know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat,
  


 9   fisheries habitat, those sort of things.  And I think --
  


10   and I know someone mentioned that if there would be a fund
  


11   established --
  


12             I know looking over the website, in four years
  


13   they are going to extract, like, 1.5 million ounces of
  


14   gold a day -- I mean a year.  Then after four years they
  


15   would go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year
  


16   period the gold mine would be in operation.  And looking
  


17   at the extraction site, it would be two miles long, one
  


18   mile wide and 1,500 feet deep site.
  


19             So it's a very, you know, big project.  And
  


20   there is going to be a lot of money involved; you know,
  


21   billions and billions of dollars, at stake.  So maybe an
  


22   escrow account -- with the absence of like the borough
  


23   government -- we have no borough government out here.  The
  


24   escrow would be -- I know Mike mentioned that; right,
  


25   Mike?  But you know, the -- and I don't know how much
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 1   Calista would get out of the mine.
  


 2             You know, those issues will probably come at a
  


 3   later date.  But I want to thank you, again, for the
  


 4   opportunity to address the scoping process.  And if I can,
  


 5   I'll probably do a written comment.  But if you guys have
  


 6   questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.
  


 7   And their number is 825-4328, the office number.  And you
  


 8   can try to get ahold of me from there.  Thanks.
  


 9                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Any additional comments or
  


10   concerns?
  


11                   MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I think
  


12   there has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges
  


13   going up and down.  And just a few miles above Akiak, they
  


14   have been beaching and dumping gravel and changing the --
  


15   the river flow.  And it has caused erosion problems here
  


16   in a bad way.  But beyond four or five miles above Akiak,
  


17   that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they
  


18   need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to
  


19   be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be
  


20   very -- you know, the -- a lot of those gravel barges have
  


21   to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching
  


22   in some of the salmon areas above Akiak here between here
  


23   and Tuluksak.  So I think they need to be very careful
  


24   between here and Tuluksak to make sure that they go
  


25   through the right channels.
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 1                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd like to
  


 2   talk to you a little bit after about that.  That's
  


 3   separate from the Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if
  


 4   you will be here a little bit, I'll talk to you afterwards
  


 5   about that.
  


 6                   MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's see if there are any
  


 7   other comments, and we will move towards closing in a few
  


 8   minutes.  But we want to be sure we have had a chance to
  


 9   learn everything you all have to offer.  Maybe we have to
  


10   make a few thank yous to close the meeting.
  


11                   MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for coming.
  


12   And again, we encourage you to visit our website,
  


13   donlingoldeis.com, or contact me directly.  And we look
  


14   forward to your comments.
  


15                   MR. BRELSFORD:  And thanks to the folks
  


16   who helped us get the room set up, the equipment, all of
  


17   that.  We really appreciate the welcome, and we look
  


18   forward to coming back before too long.
  


19             (Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m.)
  


20
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23
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25


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







63


  
  
  


 1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
  


 2             I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
  


 3   the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
  


 4             That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
  


 5   me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
  


 6   proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later
  


 7   transcribed under my direction by computer transcription;
  


 8   that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
  


 9   taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have
  


10   I any interest in the outcome of the action herein
  


11   contained.
  


12             IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed
  


13   my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of
  


14   ______________ 2013.
  


15
  


16                             _________________________
                             MARY A. VAVRIK,


17                             Registered Merit Reporter
                             Notary Public for Alaska


18
  


19             My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2016
  


20
  


21
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100


 







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


$


$1,500 (1)
    52:13


[


[inaudible] (1)
    28:14
[indecipherable] (1)
    29:11
[indicating] (1)
    23:21
[ph] (1)
    25:11


A


abide (1)
    42:3
able (10)
    23:23,23;30:23;
    31:23,25;34:24,25;
    47:22;51:4;52:22
above (8)
    14:21;30:5,9,14;
    48:10;61:13,16,22
absence (1)
    60:22
accepted (3)
    4:13,24;56:23
access (4)
    22:3,5,8,9
accident (1)
    50:24
account (2)
    60:2,22
acid (2)
    29:21;37:1
acres (9)
    23:5,10,14;24:18;
    37:25;38:1,2,5,8
across (3)
    7:25;44:21;49:23
Act (7)
    5:25;7:1,6,6;8:20;
    14:2,3
action (2)
    7:2,7
active (1)
    21:8
activities (3)
    17:3;20:19;36:19
actual (2)
    14:22;16:20
actually (1)
    55:21
add (2)
    32:15;48:9
addition (1)
    39:18
additional (10)


    11:16;12:24;33:2,
    14;39:9;47:10;51:13;
    55:24;57:4;61:9
Additionally (1)
    9:20
address (7)
    19:7;39:13,17;
    54:11;55:16,25;61:4
addressed (15)
    12:21;15:24;28:16;
    32:8;33:10;50:23;
    51:5;54:13;57:20;
    58:1,5,14,19,22;59:7
addresses (1)
    8:18
adequate (2)
    18:19;26:21
adjacent (1)
    36:24
adjourned (1)
    62:19
Administration (2)
    10:9;27:14
advance (1)
    33:10
aerial (3)
    25:12;48:6,25
affect (8)
    20:18;36:22,24;
    37:25;43:23;48:16;
    49:4,22
affected (8)
    15:10;20:17;38:8,
    13;39:1,2;41:10,17
affecting (1)
    7:3
afraid (1)
    28:6
afternoon (2)
    3:5,10
afterwards (1)
    62:4
again (18)
    3:20;6:17;10:25;
    11:1,23;26:10;33:5;
    36:24;45:16;46:14;
    47:5;50:12;51:1,6;
    54:19;55:13;61:3;
    62:12
against (2)
    43:18;51:23
agencies (12)
    5:22;7:11,12,16;
    9:11;10:7,11,24;12:6;
    20:21;21:3;27:13
agency (9)
    7:14,21;8:3,6,14;
    9:12;10:13;12:6;
    17:24
agenda (2)
    5:7;19:10
ago (5)
    3:24;8:9;28:23,23;


    58:16
agree (1)
    46:12
agreed (2)
    9:12,13
ahead (2)
    32:15;53:21
ahold (1)
    61:8
air (8)
    8:19,21,24;29:8,13,
    15;32:22;37:5
airborne (1)
    43:20
airstrip (1)
    24:13
Akiachak (2)
    30:20;61:6
Akiak (20)
    5:2;8:7;13:14;27:2,
    16;34:1;43:4,7;44:19,
    21,22;46:3;51:16,17;
    53:6;56:7;57:9;61:13,
    16,22
Alaska (14)
    3:15;9:7,24;10:23;
    18:4,25;20:4;22:12,
    13,20;41:1;55:2;
    56:12,21
alcohol (3)
    44:12;45:7;53:8
Alexie (6)
    3:17;4:7,7;47:12,
    13,14
alignment (1)
    22:22
alive (1)
    53:20
allow (2)
    22:7;52:21
allowed (1)
    47:15
alluded (1)
    53:5
along (10)
    7:9;11:15;22:7,12;
    24:17,24;38:2;43:8;
    47:1;55:5
alongside (1)
    59:16
alternate (2)
    22:19;59:11
alternative (3)
    22:24;59:8,20
alternatives (5)
    35:5,7,9,10;40:4
although (1)
    43:16
always (1)
    57:16
Amanda (5)
    39:15,21,22;54:15,
    20


amount (5)
    29:24;47:17;53:19,
    23;54:2
amounts (2)
    37:12,19
analysis (1)
    33:24
analyze (1)
    5:19
analyzed (1)
    40:1
Anchorage (4)
    4:14;8:6;15:2;
    54:22
andsection (1)
    7:6
Aniak (2)
    3:23;16:14
animals (1)
    38:10
anticipate (1)
    32:6
applicable (1)
    7:10
applicant (1)
    9:12
application (3)
    7:5;10:21;11:16
applications (2)
    18:24;20:25
apply (1)
    9:17
appreciate (2)
    4:5;62:17
approximately (1)
    38:1
archeological (1)
    38:23
Arctic (1)
    29:22
area (28)
    6:4,7;16:9;20:16;
    25:13,16;26:13,15;
    28:24;29:2,22;30:1,
    13,20,22;31:5;33:23;
    36:14;38:10,24;41:3;
    48:10;49:7;50:2,6;
    58:2,12,24
areas (10)
    12:9;13:18;15:11;
    22:3;25:14;29:16;
    37:14;38:3;41:10;
    61:22
Army (10)
    3:13,22;4:25;8:13,
    16;13:19;18:16,25;
    46:5;57:11
around (5)
    12:4;26:15;34:9;
    36:19;53:8
aside (2)
    58:18;60:2
Assessment (3)


    9:25;10:2;45:6
assessments (1)
    45:13
assign (1)
    14:6
assigned (1)
    13:23
assist (1)
    8:16
assisting (1)
    14:10
association (2)
    51:20;52:24
assuring (1)
    26:25
August (3)
    11:19;33:5;54:10
authority (1)
    51:19
available (3)
    15:17;32:24;40:5
AVCP (3)
    4:9;40:24;51:20
average (2)
    24:22;25:1
avoid (4)
    22:20;26:12;36:20;
    37:3
aware (1)
    17:2
away (4)
    29:16;36:16,19;
    56:16
Ayapau (3)
    48:2,3,3


B


back (10)
    3:25;5:3;19:15;
    24:18;45:4;51:19;
    54:9;55:14,16;62:18
background (1)
    55:24
backhoes (1)
    57:19
bad (1)
    61:16
balance (2)
    55:20,22
bank (2)
    30:7,24
banks (1)
    42:7
barge (35)
    6:20;24:10,16,19,
    22;25:2,4,5,8,8;26:15;
    27:22;28:3;38:11;
    41:11,12,18,21;46:8;
    49:9,10,12,15,21,21,
    23,25;50:9,9,16,18,
    23;57:15;61:12,17
barged (1)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (1) $1,500 - barged







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


    6:20
barges (33)
    6:17,18,19;24:9,9,
    21,25;25:3,6,6;26:16,
    18,19,23;27:17,18,24;
    28:2,5;30:2,4,11,16,
    22;32:9;42:1,7;46:11;
    48:8,19;57:18;61:12,
    20
barging (1)
    59:8
Barrick (1)
    20:3
base (1)
    36:22
Based (1)
    41:8
baseline (1)
    20:24
basic (1)
    5:11
basically (3)
    41:1,14;54:4
beaching (3)
    61:14,19,21
becomes (1)
    42:13
beds (2)
    35:12,16
began (1)
    11:8
beginning (5)
    4:8;13:2;17:22;
    18:21;19:4
behalf (3)
    40:23;41:6;42:10
behind (1)
    30:8
below (1)
    28:3
Beluga (2)
    22:11;28:22
bends (1)
    30:14
beneath (1)
    21:20
Bering (1)
    16:6
best (4)
    12:9;53:1,22;55:5
Bethel (5)
    4:10;6:18,18;24:8;
    49:17
beyond (1)
    61:16
big (8)
    13:16;18:4;34:16,
    17;53:15;56:7,22;
    60:19
bigger (1)
    46:8
biggest (3)
    44:18;53:16,25


billions (2)
    60:21,21
bit (7)
    3:24;15:9;19:14;
    31:16;34:20;62:2,4
Blanchard (5)
    7:17,19,20;52:9,13
BLM (4)
    7:20,23,25;22:16
block (2)
    22:1,3
blue (1)
    22:18
board (1)
    40:21
boarding (1)
    43:8
boats (1)
    42:1
borough (2)
    60:22,23
both (3)
    25:9;34:18;38:23
bottom (3)
    14:19;20:22;28:6
bought (1)
    26:16
box (3)
    56:7,22;57:1
boys (1)
    4:19
break (1)
    57:23
BRELSFORD (21)
    3:2,17,19;14:17;
    18:13;24:3;26:1,5;
    27:7;28:18;34:13;
    42:16,25;47:9;48:2;
    51:12;55:13;56:25;
    61:9;62:6,15
Brenda (2)
    56:25;57:1
bridges (1)
    22:9
briefly (2)
    10:17;32:5
bring (6)
    6:22;8:23;9:1;32:7;
    38:20;59:12
bringing (1)
    9:3
broken (1)
    15:11
brought (3)
    44:12,20,24
Bruno (3)
    9:7,8,8
brushed (1)
    22:4
build (1)
    7:25
built (1)
    25:17


bunch (1)
    19:13
Bureau (1)
    7:17
buried (2)
    21:17;45:3
burned (1)
    37:13
burning (1)
    29:10
business (2)
    40:14,20
busy (1)
    16:8


C


Calista (5)
    20:5;40:21,24;60:1;
    61:1
call (5)
    7:24;30:15;32:18;
    54:20;61:6
called (1)
    49:17
came (3)
    45:1;50:10;57:13
camp (3)
    35:11,15;48:13
camps (1)
    35:15
can (54)
    3:3;5:24;10:18,20;
    11:1;12:11,21,24;
    13:4;15:25;17:8,10,
    16;19:7;21:5;26:1;
    29:16;30:4;32:17,18,
    19;33:16;34:12;
    36:16;39:9,10,11,15,
    19,21;40:12;43:7;
    45:22;46:17,18;48:7,
    7,14;50:5;51:8,10;
    52:21,25;53:1,23;
    54:6,15,16,17;57:22;
    60:7;61:4,6,8
cancer (1)
    44:3
capacity (1)
    45:4
captured (1)
    33:22
careful (4)
    37:18;55:5;61:18,
    23
carefully (2)
    19:17;37:2
cargo (8)
    6:14,16,18;24:8,11;
    25:4,5;27:19
carry (2)
    25:6,7
carrying (1)
    61:19


case (1)
    7:4
cash (2)
    41:3;44:13
catch (3)
    40:13;42:23;43:1
Catherine (4)
    4:5;5:4,5;47:11
caused (2)
    60:6;61:15
center (1)
    21:22
certain (1)
    51:9
cetera (2)
    45:12,19
challenging (1)
    44:6
chance (2)
    35:23;62:8
change (1)
    37:11
changing (1)
    61:14
channels (1)
    61:25
check (2)
    27:11;57:1
chemical (1)
    8:19
chemicals (1)
    29:25
Chief (1)
    51:16
chimney (1)
    29:14
chimneys (1)
    29:24
Chuathbaluk (1)
    10:12
circle (1)
    19:12
circles (2)
    19:9,10
City (1)
    49:16
clarifications (1)
    35:20
Clean (4)
    7:5;8:18;14:2;
    45:23
clear (1)
    19:18
CLEVELAND (2)
    27:1,1
Climate (1)
    37:11
close (1)
    62:10
closest (1)
    16:14
closing (2)
    42:10;62:7


closure (2)
    20:23;21:9
closures (1)
    42:4
cluttered (1)
    42:2
coast (5)
    6:15,15;16:6;26:20;
    29:17
codes (1)
    42:3
cold (1)
    21:18
collected (1)
    47:19
collection (1)
    47:16
collide (1)
    42:1
Colonel (1)
    14:24
color (1)
    16:8
combat (1)
    42:2
coming (5)
    3:4;22:25;29:24;
    62:11,18
comment (14)
    35:3,4;36:4;39:11;
    40:16;41:7;42:12;
    49:8;51:25;55:14,25;
    57:8;58:10;61:5
comments (40)
    5:14;10:4;11:12;
    12:2,10;28:15;31:19;
    32:9,12;33:16;39:24,
    25;40:6,9;42:15;43:2,
    11;46:19,20;47:10;
    48:4;50:13,13;51:3,5,
    13,17;54:4,7,12,13;
    55:4,15,15;57:3,3,5;
    61:9;62:7,14
Commercial (1)
    41:3
communities (11)
    15:21;18:22;19:16,
    21;20:16,17;38:16;
    46:22;52:17;54:3;
    55:1
Community (15)
    13:15;16:14;27:2,
    17;38:17,22;40:6;
    41:21;43:5;45:7;46:9;
    51:16,17;53:12;57:9
companies (2)
    20:3;56:12
complete (1)
    19:19
completed (4)
    11:19,22;12:4;33:6
completion (1)
    47:21


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (2) barges - completion







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


components (2)
    21:15;23:2
comprehensive (2)
    10:19;11:2
con (1)
    53:2
concern (13)
    27:25;36:14;37:11;
    43:23;44:1,7;48:24;
    49:6;53:16,25;57:21;
    58:9,23
concerned (4)
    30:23;43:14,19;
    58:13
concerning (1)
    44:15
concerns (17)
    12:21;15:20;18:8;
    28:10;33:8;36:11,13,
    16;37:22;38:16;
    39:12;43:17;53:4;
    54:16;56:19;57:14;
    61:10
conclude (1)
    39:4
conclusion (3)
    21:3,8;23:6
concrete (1)
    60:2
condition (1)
    27:11
confirm (1)
    26:12
consider (1)
    52:19
consideration (1)
    22:24
considered (6)
    37:12;50:21;51:11;
    53:13;54:7;59:11
Consortium (1)
    55:2
construction (10)
    21:6;22:6,8;25:9;
    35:11,12,13,15;38:18,
    19
consult (1)
    52:20
consultation (6)
    9:2;39:20;51:25;
    52:19;54:15,18
consultations (2)
    10:16,19
consumed (1)
    36:21
consumption (3)
    31:10,13,14
contact (9)
    9:10;13:12;39:11,
    15,21;54:15,16,17;
    62:13
contaminating (1)
    37:3


contamination (1)
    36:20
continue (4)
    22:14;45:18;47:3;
    53:21
continued (1)
    22:5
continuous (1)
    59:6
contract (2)
    4:11;27:23
contracted (1)
    55:2
contractor (2)
    3:15;14:11
controlled (1)
    60:3
conversation (1)
    19:5
Cook (4)
    6:5,22;20:14;22:11
cooperating (10)
    7:14,21;8:1,13,16;
    9:12;10:7,11,13;
    27:12
cope (1)
    53:12
co-product (1)
    37:17
copy (1)
    40:10
cores (1)
    57:23
Corporation (8)
    14:11;16:11;20:5,6;
    22:17;40:21;51:22;
    59:17
corporations (1)
    20:5
Corps (24)
    3:13,16,22;4:25;
    5:18,19,22;7:10;8:13,
    17;13:7,9,15,17,19;
    14:13;17:5;18:16,25;
    22:23;39:16;46:5;
    57:11;58:19
Corp's (1)
    13:13
corridor (1)
    22:19
Council (8)
    10:13;27:17;43:5;
    48:18;49:16;51:16;
    53:6;58:10
counting (1)
    15:22
couple (1)
    51:20
coupled (1)
    44:10
course (1)
    52:17
court (2)


    13:3;26:2
cover (4)
    23:4,10,14;59:18
covering (3)
    5:9;21:11;32:3
covers (1)
    58:12
create (2)
    22:6;37:9
creating (3)
    30:17;31:3,9
Creek (16)
    5:18;6:6;10:12;
    16:13;22:15;23:19;
    24:5;29:4;31:5,7;
    43:13;46:14;56:23;
    57:13;58:16;59:10
creeks (2)
    31:3,5
crew (2)
    57:7,11
Crooked (9)
    5:17;6:5;10:11;
    16:13;22:15;23:19;
    24:5;31:5;43:13
cross (4)
    7:23;21:23;22:11,
    15
crosses (1)
    21:19
crossings (2)
    21:25;22:9
crucial (1)
    37:21
cultural (3)
    38:17,22,25
cultures (1)
    44:16
customary (1)
    41:9
cuts (1)
    30:15
cycle (1)
    47:19


D


daily (1)
    47:17
Dalzell (1)
    22:20
damage (2)
    26:13;48:8
damaged (1)
    46:17
damages (1)
    41:25
damning (1)
    31:8
dams (1)
    31:4
danger (1)
    25:18


data (1)
    45:9
date (4)
    6:8;9:17;49:18;
    61:3
dates (1)
    11:19
DAVID (8)
    28:20,20;31:21;
    33:20;41:11;46:12;
    47:9,11
day (9)
    20:11;23:17;24:23,
    25;25:2;28:13;46:11;
    58:7;60:14
days (1)
    24:22
dead (1)
    45:24
deal (1)
    50:25
dealing (1)
    50:22
deaths (4)
    44:3,5,25,25
December (1)
    11:8
decide (2)
    7:23;21:4
Decision (6)
    12:7;14:15,18,20;
    15:5;16:1
decisionmaker (2)
    14:23;15:3
decisionmakers (1)
    14:21
decisionmaking (1)
    9:1
decisions (3)
    5:22;7:11;12:6
decommissioning (1)
    21:10
decreasing (1)
    45:15
dedicate (1)
    9:13
deep (2)
    23:6;60:18
define (1)
    12:15
Delta (2)
    6:7;20:15
DEMIAN (15)
    13:5;16:22,25;17:7,
    12,18;18:3,12;23:18,
    22;24:1;56:3,4,6,6
deny (1)
    21:4
Department (4)
    9:9,24;48:7;53:10
departments (1)
    59:3
depend (4)


    28:9;43:24;45:20,
    23
depends (1)
    29:17
depletion (1)
    29:2
deposit (1)
    20:4
description (1)
    16:21
design (4)
    22:7;26:7,11,12
designed (1)
    36:15
despite (1)
    45:21
destroyed (1)
    38:24
detail (1)
    55:23
deteriorating (1)
    30:3
determine (2)
    12:17;33:2
determines (1)
    11:17
detrimental (1)
    29:25
develop (2)
    8:17;14:14
developed (6)
    16:10;46:15,18,23,
    24;50:21
development (3)
    6:8;38:14;44:14
devices (1)
    57:23
Devil (1)
    4:18
dewatering (2)
    32:2;36:23
diagram (3)
    11:4;19:9;20:22
died (1)
    45:3
diesel (6)
    24:15,20;29:9;34:4,
    18;50:4
diesel-powered (1)
    34:22
different (3)
    9:3;17:25;57:16
difficult (1)
    18:1
difficulty (1)
    17:19
Dillingham (1)
    3:23
diminishing (1)
    45:10
direct (3)
    38:9;39:12,17
directed (1)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (3) components - directed







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


    51:18
direction (1)
    51:22
directional (1)
    21:21
directly (2)
    39:12;62:13
directors (1)
    40:21
disaster (2)
    29:20;60:5
discharge (1)
    36:15
discuss (1)
    54:21
discussed (2)
    15:13;28:16
diseases (2)
    44:11,23
disseminate (1)
    12:22
District (2)
    14:23;15:4
disturb (1)
    43:22
disturbance (1)
    38:9
disturbances (1)
    38:5
disturbed (1)
    38:24
diversion (1)
    32:23
divert (1)
    29:4
diverted (1)
    36:19
diverting (2)
    31:1,2
division (3)
    13:25;14:1,1
DNR (1)
    57:11
document (1)
    19:15
dog (3)
    42:24,25;43:6
dollar (5)
    52:16;53:7,8,18,19
dollars (1)
    60:21
Don (7)
    3:13;14:17;18:15;
    19:9;28:19;33:20;
    40:16
done (12)
    15:13;25:12,21,23;
    26:7;29:12;33:1,13,
    14;42:8;45:14;50:15
Donlin (46)
    3:11;4:11,15,17,25;
    5:12,16,21;7:4,21;
    10:2,15;13:11,24;


    17:12;18:17,24;20:1,
    1,3,12,23;21:5,9;22:6,
    23;23:18;24:18;
    25:23;26:6;28:23;
    29:4;33:1;40:17;41:8;
    43:12;46:14;47:15;
    48:22;55:19;56:10,
    22;57:13;58:16;
    59:10;62:3
donlingoldeiscom (5)
    10:21;17:11,13;
    39:10;62:13
Donlin's (1)
    11:16
Don's (1)
    55:16
doors (2)
    56:12,14
dots (1)
    16:11
double-hulled (1)
    24:21
down (23)
    6:6;14:18;17:15;
    20:14;23:20;24:25;
    25:1;27:21;29:12,15,
    17;42:5;48:8,19;
    49:14,21,23,24,25;
    50:10;57:7;60:15;
    61:13
draft (13)
    11:18,22;12:1,12,
    13;19:14,20;25:25;
    28:17;33:5;51:5;54:9,
    11
drift (1)
    41:18
drilling (3)
    17:5;21:21;31:12
dropped (1)
    29:22
drugs (2)
    44:12;53:9
dry (1)
    47:20
dump (1)
    61:21
dumping (1)
    61:14
during (14)
    17:6;20:10;22:25;
    25:9,10;35:12;37:13,
    16,17;38:18,18,19;
    57:25;59:5
dust (1)
    37:8
Dutch (1)
    6:16
dynamite (1)
    57:22


E


earlier (6)
    36:12;43:9;46:12;
    56:4;57:15,18
early (2)
    42:19,20
earthquakes (1)
    58:13
economic (4)
    43:16;44:14;47:6;
    56:20
economical (1)
    34:11
educational (1)
    47:1
effect (1)
    42:13
effects (2)
    38:21;40:3
EIS (61)
    3:12,14,16;4:11;
    5:1,10,18,21,23;6:24,
    25;7:2,8,9,13,17;10:3,
    14;11:4,12,18,22;
    12:4,5,12,21;13:25;
    14:10,11;15:4,12,20,
    24;16:1,18;18:15,17;
    19:3,7,11,14,20;21:3;
    25:20,25;26:10;28:8,
    17;32:8;33:3,5,10,23;
    39:7,19;40:2;51:5;
    54:9,11;55:19;57:20
either (3)
    32:16,17;39:21
electrical (1)
    34:14
electricity (1)
    34:15
elements (1)
    36:25
else (2)
    42:21;57:2
e-mail (3)
    32:17;39:13,17
emission (1)
    29:9
emissions (5)
    29:23;32:22;37:7,
    16;43:19
emotional (1)
    45:8
emotionally (1)
    45:12
emphasize (1)
    39:6
employees (2)
    35:17;38:20
employment (1)
    38:20
encourage (4)
    5:14;32:14;54:18;
    62:12
end (1)
    16:17


energy (1)
    34:18
enforcement (2)
    53:12,12
Engineer (2)
    14:24;15:4
engineering (3)
    26:7,10;55:22
Engineers (14)
    3:13,22;4:25;5:18;
    8:13;13:8,9,16;14:13;
    17:5;18:16;39:16;
    57:11;58:19
Engineers' (1)
    46:5
enough (6)
    29:4,5;34:22,25;
    44:8;51:24
ensure (1)
    54:1
ensuring (1)
    27:14
environment (2)
    7:4;30:1
environmental (16)
    3:12;4:3;7:1,8;8:3,
    5,17,20;9:2,19;18:18;
    20:24;40:17;52:22;
    59:20;60:3
environmentally (1)
    42:8
EPA (4)
    8:10,12,15;9:3
equipment (7)
    28:5;34:9,17;49:14,
    24,25;62:16
erode (1)
    41:12
eroding (2)
    41:20;48:11
erosion (18)
    25:14,16,18;26:8;
    30:9,12;32:9;42:6;
    46:2,3,7,9;48:5,14;
    50:14,14;59:23;61:15
escrow (2)
    60:22,24
Eskimo (1)
    40:25
especially (4)
    34:15;51:8;53:7;
    61:12
established (1)
    60:11
Estate (1)
    26:4
estimated (3)
    21:6;30:11;52:7
estimates (1)
    11:20
et (2)
    45:12,19
evaluate (6)


    7:8;9:14;12:25;
    25:20;26:10;36:12
evaluated (2)
    19:1;35:10
evaluating (2)
    18:16;35:7
evaluation (5)
    14:12;17:22;19:2,
    19,22
even (2)
    30:16;34:1
event (1)
    29:3
events (1)
    26:11
eventually (1)
    23:4
everybody (4)
    3:4;7:19;18:23;
    35:22
everyone (1)
    9:23
exact (1)
    27:12
exactly (1)
    32:2
examine (1)
    15:20
examined (1)
    22:25
example (1)
    16:11
examples (5)
    10:17;36:11,17;
    37:6;38:15
excavating (1)
    38:4
exceeded (1)
    46:6
executive (1)
    51:22
exist (1)
    38:23
existing (1)
    6:8
expanded (1)
    24:7
expect (5)
    24:24;33:6;36:1,12;
    54:6
expected (5)
    11:18;12:4;20:7;
    25:4;54:10
experience (1)
    9:14
expertise (3)
    8:23,24;9:13
explain (2)
    9:21;32:5
explaining (3)
    6:25;11:11;15:14
explanation (1)
    16:18


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (4) direction - explanation







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


exploration (4)
    17:3,6;20:23,24
explosives (2)
    57:22,25
exposed (1)
    36:25
exposing (1)
    37:15
express (1)
    54:16
expressed (1)
    18:8
extend (2)
    6:22;24:17
extends (1)
    6:5
extensive (1)
    20:20
extent (2)
    12:17,18
extract (1)
    60:13
extracting (1)
    58:17
extraction (2)
    57:24;60:17
eyes (1)
    19:6


F


face (1)
    20:20
facilitate (1)
    36:20
facilities (4)
    21:11,12;23:16;
    24:8
facility (4)
    21:12;23:9,13;
    24:15
facing (1)
    59:23
fact (1)
    33:17
factor (2)
    52:17,18
fairly (1)
    27:23
fall (1)
    26:14
falls (1)
    29:15
familiar (1)
    11:3
far (7)
    12:15;18:8;30:22;
    32:13;50:18;58:12,20
FARN (3)
    34:1,1,20
fast (1)
    48:11
fathom (1)


    53:23
Faulkner (1)
    49:11
fault (2)
    58:11,11
February (1)
    16:5
federal (7)
    7:2,7;9:11;10:7,15;
    11:7;60:4
feel (2)
    10:5;54:20
feeling (1)
    56:20
feet (6)
    23:6;24:17,18;46:5,
    7;60:18
fellow (1)
    49:11
fenced (1)
    22:2
few (6)
    3:15;5:13;7:16;
    61:13;62:7,10
filling (1)
    38:4
final (3)
    12:3,5;15:4
find (7)
    3:3;10:18;11:1;
    39:9;40:4;55:16,25
finish (1)
    18:7
finished (1)
    15:7
first (16)
    5:2,23;7:1;11:6;
    15:11;16:3;19:11;
    21:2;28:21;29:7;
    42:20;43:2;54:5;56:8,
    14;57:9
Fish (17)
    10:8;28:9,12,13;
    37:23,24;38:7;41:23;
    42:6;48:12;49:22;
    52:18;53:17,18;54:1;
    59:2,3
fisheries (3)
    41:3;60:7,9
fisherman (1)
    43:6
fishing (7)
    4:22;41:2,10,15;
    42:2,2,4
five (3)
    4:18;8:9;61:16
flow (1)
    61:15
flows (1)
    36:22
fluctuates (1)
    47:19
focused (1)


    38:16
focusing (1)
    16:4
fold (1)
    55:17
folks (3)
    3:2;42:16;62:15
food (1)
    41:5
foothills (1)
    22:13
Fordham (5)
    8:3,4,5;33:20;35:4
forget (1)
    28:4
forks (1)
    21:24
form (1)
    39:11
forms (1)
    55:25
forward (3)
    56:1;62:14,18
found (2)
    10:20;12:24
four (8)
    4:19;15:11;21:6;
    25:2;48:18;60:12,14;
    61:16
free (3)
    10:5;25:14;54:20
freight (1)
    59:13
frequency (2)
    25:8;27:12
friends (1)
    18:14
front (1)
    28:5
fuel (21)
    6:14,15,16,19;24:8,
    11,20,20;25:5,6,13;
    26:13;34:3,4,5,22,25;
    35:9;37:19;59:13;
    61:19
fugitive (1)
    37:15
fulfill (1)
    5:24
full (2)
    12:18;41:14
fully (2)
    19:1;40:11
function (1)
    9:9
fund (2)
    60:6,10
fundamentalist (1)
    18:4
further (1)
    17:24
future (3)
    25:18;47:3;54:6


G


gallons (1)
    25:7
Game (1)
    59:3
gas (13)
    6:23;7:22;8:10;
    28:22,25;29:2,4;34:2,
    10,11,13,16;35:1
gather (5)
    11:14;28:12;32:11;
    33:4;50:13
gathered (1)
    12:3
generate (2)
    21:19;37:1
generation (1)
    13:6
generator (2)
    34:14,16
geochemistry (1)
    8:25
George (10)
    21:24;27:16,16;
    40:12,13,19;51:13;
    57:4,6;58:23
geotechnical (1)
    22:25
gets (3)
    33:23;50:9;56:23
GILILA (6)
    28:20,21;31:21;
    41:11;46:12;47:9
girls (1)
    4:19
given (3)
    35:18;37:18;41:16
gives (2)
    6:4,12
giving (1)
    42:12
glad (2)
    54:21;55:10
GLORIA (2)
    27:1,1
goes (14)
    17:25;29:15;30:18,
    19,19;31:6,6;32:25;
    34:2;45:21;49:3,21;
    58:4,12
Gold (38)
    3:11;4:11,15,17;
    5:1,12,16,17;7:4;10:2,
    15;13:24;19:9,12;
    20:1,1,3,4,8,12;21:5,
    9;22:6,23;23:12;
    24:18;25:23;40:17;
    41:8;43:12,13,18;
    48:22;52:8;55:19;
    58:17;60:14,16
gold-bearing (1)


    23:15
gold-colored (1)
    12:9
Gold's (1)
    5:21
good (11)
    3:8,10;4:1;15:25;
    27:11;32:6,7;33:7;
    35:6;37:20;42:18
Gorge (1)
    22:20
government (5)
    44:20;51:19;60:4,
    23,23
governments (3)
    10:10;39:18;46:15
government-to-government (2)


    39:20;54:18
graduated (1)
    43:9
grandkids (1)
    4:20
gravel (4)
    61:12,14,20,21
great (2)
    3:24;44:25
greed (3)
    56:9,16,20
ground (1)
    31:12
Groundwater (4)
    31:10,11;36:21,24
group (1)
    31:23
groups (1)
    18:4
growing (1)
    37:11
Guard (1)
    26:20
guess (16)
    13:10;16:17,19;
    17:24,25;18:6,7,9;
    31:15,17;35:8;48:4,6;
    49:13;50:11,12
GUY (4)
    40:12,13,19;51:13
guys (4)
    19:5;27:22;61:5,6


H


habitat (6)
    38:7,8;56:20;60:5,
    8,9
half (6)
    20:9;21:7;23:7,10;
    35:17;46:10
happen (1)
    30:21
happened (4)
    48:21;49:13;50:1;
    57:8


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (5) exploration - happened







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


happening (1)
    51:10
happens (6)
    19:2;43:23;49:21;
    50:8,9,10
Harbor (1)
    6:16
Harbors (2)
    7:6;14:3
hard (2)
    17:19;34:21
hardly (1)
    34:24
harvest (2)
    41:16,19
haul (2)
    34:6,25
hauling (1)
    34:23
Hazardous (3)
    10:9;27:13;37:19
HDD (1)
    21:21
head (1)
    13:19
heads (1)
    56:18
headwaters (1)
    31:4
Health (25)
    9:20,24,25;10:2;
    38:22;44:2,2,5;45:5,6,
    6,7,8,8,10,11,13,14,
    15;46:1;50:5;54:25,
    25;55:2,4
health-related (2)
    10:4;44:5
hear (6)
    39:23;40:3;43:2;
    51:7;52:5;56:19
heard (2)
    50:18;60:1
heat (1)
    21:19
heavy (1)
    53:16
held (1)
    16:13
Hello (1)
    43:3
help (13)
    4:5,25;5:24;7:22;
    9:14;14:17;15:23;
    19:10,21;32:19;
    48:22;53:12;55:25
helped (1)
    62:16
helpful (4)
    18:13;46:10;50:15;
    51:1
helping (3)
    3:16,18;19:5
helps (2)


    16:10;26:6
Hi (3)
    7:19;8:4;9:23
hierarchy (1)
    13:15
high (5)
    45:19;46:4;59:5,6,
    22
highest (3)
    44:3,4,4
highlight (1)
    23:3
hills (1)
    43:22
Historic (2)
    5:25;39:2
historical (1)
    38:23
historically (1)
    41:9
history (1)
    44:18
hitting (1)
    28:6
holding (1)
    21:2
home (1)
    20:16
hope (1)
    53:4
Hopefully (3)
    31:22;46:22;56:9
hoping (1)
    57:7
horizontal (1)
    21:21
horseshoe (2)
    49:1,2
hospital (1)
    45:1
hosting (1)
    57:10
houses (1)
    48:18
housing (4)
    44:7,8,9,9
hub (1)
    16:15
hubs (1)
    16:16
huge (1)
    38:18
huh (1)
    32:4
human (10)
    7:3;31:14;38:22;
    45:5,14,15;52:17;
    53:6,16;54:2
humanly (1)
    55:5
hunger (1)
    56:11
hunt (1)


    41:23
hunter (1)
    43:6
hunting (2)
    41:2,10
hydrocarbons (1)
    37:13
hydrology (1)
    26:11


I


ice (2)
    26:8,11
idea (4)
    5:8;6:12;51:24;
    52:2
ideas (3)
    39:24;40:3;59:15
identified (4)
    26:22;28:8;35:8;
    46:13
identify (6)
    5:19;15:19,21;30:5;
    36:13;40:2
identifying (1)
    12:17
Iditarod (1)
    39:2
image (1)
    22:1
impact (26)
    3:12;4:3;8:17;9:19,
    25;10:2;25:17;40:17;
    41:19;44:1,6,9,17,18;
    45:10,13;46:9,11;
    52:16,22;53:6,16,23;
    54:2;59:14,20
impacted (4)
    38:3;44:23;45:19;
    46:3
impacts (12)
    5:19;7:8;40:2;
    43:14;45:6,15,25;
    46:1,13,21;50:16;
    59:4
implement (1)
    41:24
important (12)
    4:1,15,23;12:8;
    19:6,11,21;27:19;
    37:5;39:5,8;40:5
impoundment (1)
    23:8
improved (1)
    22:8
Inc (1)
    4:9
include (2)
    6:14;37:22
included (2)
    12:12,13
includes (3)


    6:7;21:10;35:14
including (3)
    6:10;37:7;39:1
income (1)
    38:21
Incorporated (5)
    40:14,20,23;41:7;
    42:11
increase (6)
    24:19;38:12;44:10,
    11;45:11,14
increased (2)
    46:8,11
Indian (1)
    54:25
indicated (2)
    6:21;41:12
individual (3)
    29:1;38:9;51:18
influx (3)
    44:8,13,13
information (42)
    11:11,13,14,15,17,
    25;12:2,12,18,23,23,
    24;13:9;14:14;15:10,
    12,15,17,21,25;17:16;
    25:22,24;32:10,14,19,
    21,23;33:1,3,4,12;
    39:9;40:5;50:13,14;
    51:2,7;52:6;53:2;
    55:19,24
informed (1)
    17:10
infrastructure (3)
    6:10;24:7;38:2
Inlet (4)
    6:5,22;20:14;22:11
input (3)
    12:20;52:3,21
installed (1)
    21:20
instead (2)
    45:15;46:17
integrated (1)
    10:3
Intent (1)
    11:7
international (1)
    20:2
internships (1)
    13:11
into (14)
    9:1;10:3;15:11;
    16:21;22:13;29:22;
    31:12;33:4;50:5;52:3,
    22;53:3;55:23;59:1
introduce (2)
    4:5;7:15
investigations (1)
    22:25
invite (2)
    3:3;7:15
invited (1)


    55:3
inviting (1)
    5:13
invocation (2)
    3:7,9
involved (8)
    5:14;10:24;14:4;
    20:21;37:20;39:7;
    54:14;60:20
involvement (2)
    5:24;19:9
IRA (4)
    43:5;48:18;49:16;
    51:16
island (1)
    30:17
Issuance (1)
    7:7
issue (4)
    8:15;21:4;46:2;
    57:13
issued (1)
    21:5
issues (17)
    5:13;8:10;12:20;
    14:1;15:19;19:6;32:6;
    35:25;36:11,13;37:6,
    22;38:15;40:1;55:4;
    57:20;61:2
IVAN (31)
    12:14,14;13:14,14,
    14,14;14:5,5,8,8,16,
    16;15:1,1,6,6;26:14;
    51:13,13,15,15,15,16;
    52:11,11,15,15;54:24,
    24;55:8,8


J


jacks (1)
    42:6
Jeff (3)
    9:6,8;10:23
Jenny (2)
    7:17,20
job (4)
    4:24;8:9;18:19;
    46:24
jobs (4)
    35:14;41:2,4;43:16
joining (1)
    3:20
Jungjuk (3)
    6:21;24:10,16
justice (2)
    9:2;53:10


K


Kalskag (1)
    28:3
keep (6)
    6:2;17:8,10;28:6;


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (6) happening - keep







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


    36:23;47:6
kept (1)
    53:20
kids (1)
    4:20
kind (10)
    9:21;16:17;28:4;
    31:10,13,18;33:15;
    47:7;55:15;57:23
kinds (1)
    56:11
king (2)
    58:24,25
knowledge (1)
    9:1
known (1)
    3:12
KUHLE (50)
    3:10,13;5:7;6:3;
    8:2;9:6;10:6;12:16;
    13:7,22;14:7,9,22;
    15:2,7;16:24;17:2,11,
    13,21;18:6;19:23;
    23:20,25;24:2,4;
    25:19;26:18;27:4,9;
    28:15;31:15;32:5;
    34:4;35:2,6;36:6,10;
    40:16;42:15;47:8;
    48:1;50:11;52:14;
    54:8;55:7,10;56:24;
    62:1,11
KURT (3)
    34:1,1,20
Kuskokwim (23)
    4:21;6:6;10:12;
    16:5,7,11;20:6,14;
    21:23;22:13;23:25;
    24:19,24;25:15;26:8;
    28:1;30:16,18;41:13,
    14,21;42:5;43:15
Kuskoquak (1)
    30:15
Kwethluk (22)
    26:4,15;27:21;30:5,
    9;40:14,20,23;41:6;
    42:11,11;47:14;48:4,
    10,16,17,18;49:4,4,
    11,16,23


L


lady (1)
    5:5
Lamont (1)
    56:25
land (17)
    4:21;7:18,23,25;
    21:13;30:10;37:24;
    38:13,14;39:5;43:22;
    46:7;49:3;53:18;
    56:16;59:17,17
landing (3)
    6:21;24:10,16


lands (8)
    20:4,18;22:16,16,
    17;30:3;41:13,20
language (1)
    40:25
languages (1)
    44:16
laplanders (1)
    44:21
large (9)
    18:8;20:2,7;34:5,5;
    37:7,7,12,19
last (10)
    4:8,9;15:22;17:14;
    26:14;48:11,17;
    49:11;51:10;59:25
late (1)
    59:9
later (4)
    9:16,17;31:16;61:3
laws (1)
    7:10
leach (1)
    37:1
leaching (1)
    50:4
leads (1)
    18:15
leaks (1)
    49:10
learn (3)
    4:2;56:1;62:9
least (1)
    19:4
leave (1)
    42:19
left (1)
    23:12
legal (1)
    20:20
length (1)
    29:6
LEONARD (3)
    25:11;26:3,3
Leonard's (1)
    26:5
less (4)
    58:25;59:14,14,20
Lestochi (1)
    14:24
level (4)
    14:21;57:16,17;
    58:2
levels (4)
    27:25;36:24;59:21,
    23
liaison (3)
    8:8;39:16,22
life (12)
    20:9;21:8;38:17,22;
    41:2;43:25;45:16,18;
    46:16;47:2;52:3,3
lifestyle (1)


    41:4
limited (1)
    42:4
line (3)
    29:6;39:13;58:11
lines (1)
    58:11
links (1)
    6:13
list (6)
    10:19;11:2;31:18;
    42:17,20;47:10
listen (1)
    15:10
listeners (1)
    4:2
literally (1)
    30:6
little (13)
    3:24;6:8;15:8;16:8;
    19:14;30:17;31:3,15;
    49:3,12,14;62:2,4
live (1)
    41:1
lived (1)
    4:16
livelihood (2)
    20:19;45:21
living (3)
    3:23;4:20,21
loads (1)
    25:8
local (2)
    5:5;53:11
located (2)
    20:4,13
logistics (2)
    6:12,14
long (7)
    4:19;23:5;31:18;
    43:5,7;60:17;62:18
long-term (1)
    42:13
look (17)
    10:17;11:1;19:16,
    16;25:20;26:10,24,
    24;50:5,15,22;51:4,4;
    55:23;56:1;62:13,17
looked (3)
    33:23;37:14;59:1
looking (11)
    15:13;17:19;30:11;
    32:21,25;39:25;40:1;
    51:19;59:3;60:12,16
loss (3)
    26:13;38:7,14
lost (2)
    46:4,6
lot (19)
    9:3;13:18;30:8;
    32:23;33:11;41:23;
    44:7;45:1,2;53:7;
    55:19;56:13,19;


    57:25;58:4;59:23;
    60:7,20;61:20
lots (1)
    34:9
low (2)
    28:1;57:17
lower (6)
    6:6,15;16:4,6;
    29:13;36:23


M


machinery (1)
    34:15
mail (1)
    32:17
mailed (1)
    15:19
mailing (1)
    55:16
main (6)
    4:23;28:10;30:17,
    19;31:7;41:4
mainly (2)
    40:25;53:17
maintain (1)
    45:20
maintenance (1)
    22:5
major (11)
    7:2,7;11:5;21:15,
    19;23:16;24:6;36:14;
    37:22;46:11;57:14
MAKAR (2)
    25:11;26:3
making (6)
    5:21;12:6;15:25;
    25:16;31:19;45:17
MALE (2)
    36:3,9
man (1)
    13:19
managed (1)
    37:3
Management (1)
    7:18
manager (5)
    3:14;13:22,24;
    40:14,20
managers (1)
    13:23
manmade (2)
    31:4,9
many (16)
    5:3;7:12;10:15,22;
    13:23;16:9,22,24,25;
    20:17,21,21;38:21;
    40:23;56:9,14
map (3)
    6:4,12;16:8
March (4)
    12:13;16:6;33:9;
    54:19


Mary (3)
    33:21;40:10;58:16
massive (1)
    44:25
material (2)
    23:12;34:8
materials (4)
    3:21;10:9;27:13;
    37:19
matters (1)
    39:15
mature (1)
    42:6
maximum (2)
    54:1,2
may (10)
    11:3,13;12:11;
    14:10;15:3;25:23;
    40:4,8;43:15,23
maybe (15)
    14:17;30:21,21;
    31:24,24;32:1;33:19,
    24;42:17,19;48:7;
    50:5;59:11;60:21;
    62:9
mean (5)
    13:9,20;25:14;50:2;
    60:14
meaning (2)
    24:23;35:17
means (1)
    12:15
meeting (8)
    3:11;5:10;11:10;
    33:9;39:9;57:10,12;
    62:10
meetings (14)
    5:23;11:10,15,24,
    24;13:21;16:2,13,16;
    19:20;21:2;29:1;
    36:13;54:11
melting (1)
    58:4
member (1)
    27:2
members (1)
    43:4
mentally (1)
    45:12
mention (4)
    10:18;31:1;33:8;
    55:13
mentioned (11)
    10:24,25;32:22;
    33:21;36:7;49:11;
    54:14;58:16;59:10;
    60:10,24
mentioning (1)
    32:10
Mercury (8)
    37:13,15,15,16,17;
    43:19,20,21
met (1)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (7) kept - met







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


    14:25
metal (1)
    50:4
Michael (6)
    3:9;6:1;42:23;43:3,
    4;61:11
middle (2)
    16:7;22:18
might (12)
    3:2,3,5;20:18;29:6;
    30:21,23;38:24;
    41:17,25;42:1;59:11
migrating (1)
    42:5
Mike (6)
    3:7;42:20;43:1;
    51:24;60:24,25
mile (2)
    23:5;60:18
milepost (2)
    22:21,22
miles (11)
    4:18;5:17;23:5,11;
    24:3,4;27:6,8;60:17;
    61:13,16
milestones (2)
    5:11;15:12
mill (6)
    6:23;21:10;23:13,
    16;34:7,15
milling (1)
    37:17
million (3)
    52:9,11;60:13
mind (1)
    45:25
mine (36)
    4:17,18;5:17;6:5,9,
    13,14;7:22;21:9;
    22:14;23:3;24:12,13,
    14;29:7;30:1,25;31:6;
    32:2;34:19;36:16,23;
    37:3;38:1;40:15;
    41:22;43:13,18;
    44:20;46:23;47:5,21;
    59:12;60:6,16;61:1
mine-contacted (1)
    36:15
minerals (4)
    37:1;56:11,11;
    58:17
mines (1)
    29:12
mining (16)
    8:10,23;19:25;20:3,
    9;23:7;29:16;36:19,
    20,21;37:8,13,16;
    39:3;45:21;47:2
minutes (1)
    62:8
miss (1)
    19:17
mistaken (2)


    30:20;55:3
mobile (1)
    34:17
modeling (1)
    8:25
money (1)
    60:20
monies (1)
    58:18
monitored (2)
    27:3,5
monitoring (4)
    8:24;22:5;27:7;
    49:6
more (17)
    10:18;11:2;15:16;
    18:1,6;19:8;32:13;
    34:11;35:23;38:15;
    48:10,15;51:6;55:23;
    56:1,2,5
most (3)
    39:8;48:5;59:16
mostly (2)
    34:4;47:14
mouth (2)
    41:21;59:11
move (8)
    4:13;15:8;19:24,25;
    35:23,25;36:10;62:7
moved (1)
    48:18
moving (1)
    34:8
Moxie (8)
    3:17,20;4:4,7;
    19:13;35:21;43:8,9
much (14)
    10:18;11:2;25:9;
    29:11,23;34:3,12,14,
    23;47:23;52:20;53:2,
    21;60:25
multiple (1)
    29:10
musher (1)
    43:6
must (7)
    40:22;45:16,17;
    46:15,16,16;47:2
muster (1)
    51:23
myself (2)
    39:21;54:15


N


name (15)
    3:13;4:7;7:19;13:2;
    26:1,3;28:20;33:22,
    25;40:13,19;43:3;
    47:13;48:3;51:15
Napaimute (1)
    10:12
National (3)


    5:25;7:1;8:20
Native (12)
    13:15;20:5;21:13;
    22:16;27:2;43:5;44:2;
    51:16;55:1,2;57:9;
    59:17
natural (19)
    6:23;7:22;9:9;
    28:22,24;29:2,4;31:3,
    4;34:2,10,11,13,16;
    39:2;47:19;52:4,18;
    58:21
naturally (3)
    29:15;37:14;43:20
navigable (1)
    30:22
navigation (1)
    24:21
near (9)
    22:14;23:6;24:10,
    13,14;27:21;48:13;
    49:11;50:2
nearby (2)
    36:22,24
nearest (2)
    16:3,12
necessary (3)
    11:17;25:24;33:3
need (21)
    4:6;5:3,4,6;6:2;
    9:17;28:7;34:3;35:21;
    37:12;40:1;44:9;
    45:19;47:3,6;50:24;
    57:20;58:13;59:7;
    61:18,23
needed (2)
    34:18;35:20
needs (4)
    41:24;58:1,5;59:1
neither (1)
    5:20
NEPA (1)
    7:2
nets (3)
    41:18,18;42:1
neutral (1)
    40:22
nevertheless (1)
    44:23
new (13)
    6:9,20,21;24:7,10,
    12,14;26:18,23;
    27:24;38:18,20;39:3
newly (1)
    26:16
newsletters (1)
    15:18
Next (10)
    5:11;15:15,19;
    18:19;29:8;33:17;
    47:9;48:2;51:12;56:3
Nick (3)
    48:2,3,3


night (1)
    28:14
Nikolai (3)
    47:11,13,14
none (1)
    18:22
nonprofit (1)
    51:20
north (3)
    5:17;6:5;24:4
Note (3)
    22:18;27:20,22
noted (2)
    20:12;36:17
Notice (2)
    11:7;12:8
notified (1)
    22:23
NovaGold (1)
    20:3
November (4)
    4:8,9,10;11:6
nowadays (1)
    42:1
nuclear (1)
    29:20
number (14)
    10:24,25;17:4;18:8;
    23:4,9,13;25:8;32:18;
    33:11;37:7;39:17;
    61:7,7
NYAC (2)
    44:20;47:5


O


objecting (1)
    18:5
obtain (2)
    17:20;18:1
obtained (2)
    16:23;17:1
occur (2)
    37:16;41:25
occurring (2)
    37:14;43:20
ocean-going (1)
    6:17
October (1)
    12:4
odd (1)
    41:4
off (6)
    4:21,21;22:2;30:15;
    35:1;40:12
offer (3)
    4:13;57:4;62:9
offered (3)
    3:7,9;4:24
office (3)
    8:6;61:6,7
officer (1)
    4:10


off-loaded (1)
    6:20
off-loading (1)
    24:11
oil (3)
    8:10,19;50:4
old (2)
    4:18;27:21
older (1)
    43:9
Once (1)
    11:22
one (37)
    4:23;5:6;8:12;12:8;
    18:1,14;19:8;23:4,5;
    24:25;25:1,19;27:12,
    20;28:10,25,25;29:8,
    9,19;30:2,5,14;32:16;
    35:23;36:14;43:4,21;
    47:23;48:4;51:18;
    53:4;54:24;57:14;
    58:23;59:15;60:17
ones (1)
    15:22
ongoing (1)
    52:19
only (1)
    35:17
onto (1)
    13:13
open (6)
    5:17;23:4;40:7;
    56:8,12,22
opening (1)
    48:14
openings (1)
    42:4
opens (1)
    48:15
operating (3)
    29:13;34:5;37:20
operation (6)
    34:3,19,25;52:7;
    56:8;60:16
operations (4)
    21:7;25:10;26:25;
    39:3
opinion (2)
    52:20;53:14
opponent (1)
    5:20
opportunities (5)
    12:10;43:16;46:24;
    47:1,6
opportunity (7)
    19:21;40:16;41:16;
    42:12,22;52:21;61:4
opposed (1)
    18:10
opposing (1)
    18:4
orange (1)
    16:11


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (8) metal - orange







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


order (3)
    4:2;36:20;61:21
ore (6)
    20:11;23:15,17;
    34:7,7;37:10
Oregon (1)
    43:10
organization (1)
    18:10
organizations (1)
    7:13
orientation (1)
    6:4
originally (2)
    4:16;22:21
others (2)
    13:21;25:23
ounce (1)
    52:13
ounces (6)
    20:8;52:8,9,11;
    60:13,15
out (20)
    3:24;4:9;8:6;13:18,
    20;15:3,19;17:17;
    29:14,24;30:15,19;
    31:7,12;36:23;40:4;
    48:13;60:23;61:1,21
outside (5)
    9:18;30:1;37:3;
    44:12,24
over (18)
    18:19;19:14;20:8;
    21:11;28:19,22;29:4,
    20;30:18,19;31:6;
    45:2;47:4;51:10;
    55:17;56:18;58:25;
    60:12
overburden (1)
    37:9
overflowing (1)
    47:23
overflows (1)
    58:5
oversite (1)
    8:21
overview (2)
    5:11;24:6
own (1)
    12:7
owned (1)
    20:4
owner (2)
    20:6,7
ownership (1)
    27:18


P


Pandora's (2)
    56:7,22
PANQALQALRIA (1)
    26:14


part (11)
    3:25;8:11,22;10:3;
    11:10;20:13;33:3;
    35:8;36:21;48:15;
    59:19
participate (1)
    39:19
participating (3)
    10:11;39:8,18
particular (1)
    18:10
partnership (1)
    20:2
parts (2)
    28:13;35:24
Pass (2)
    22:12;51:21
passage (1)
    26:8
passed (1)
    52:23
passing (1)
    24:23
past (3)
    46:3,4,6
patterns (1)
    59:4
pause (2)
    16:19;35:19
people (27)
    3:15;4:1,2;8:12;
    12:1;13:17,20;14:5,9;
    28:13;38:19;41:20;
    43:15;44:8,9,10,13;
    45:1,11;46:22,23,25;
    47:4;50:3;53:25;55:4;
    56:1
per (8)
    20:8;23:17;24:22,
    23,25;25:2,4,5
percent (3)
    22:15,16,16
perhaps (1)
    56:25
period (9)
    11:23;12:22;15:9;
    20:10;21:1;35:13;
    36:4;54:20;60:16
permanent (2)
    35:15;38:20
permission (1)
    7:25
permit (10)
    5:22;7:11,24;12:6;
    14:15;15:5;17:19,24;
    18:24;20:25
permits (21)
    7:5,7;8:15,22;9:16;
    10:16,19,23;14:2;
    16:22,24,25;17:3,4,4,
    9;19:1,1;20:21;21:4,5
permitting (2)
    6:11;21:1


person (3)
    15:4;43:2;56:3
phase (2)
    17:23;18:7
phone (3)
    32:18;39:12,17
photo (1)
    21:22
photos (2)
    48:6,25
physical (1)
    45:7
physically (1)
    45:12
pick (1)
    17:16
pigging (1)
    27:9
pipe (1)
    27:10
pipeline (26)
    6:10,21;7:22,25;
    10:9;21:11,16,17,18,
    20;22:2,10,15,19;
    27:2,4,13,15;28:22;
    32:22;34:2,21,23;
    35:8,15;38:3
pit (3)
    5:17;23:4;36:23
place (4)
    7:1;26:9,25;50:24
plan (6)
    5:3;16:10;47:16;
    50:24;55:20,21
plane (2)
    40:13;42:21
planning (3)
    8:19;33:18;35:19
plans (5)
    26:21,24;37:21;
    50:21;53:22
plant (5)
    21:17;29:9;34:22;
    35:1;37:8
planted (1)
    21:14
please (4)
    10:4;51:14;53:21,
    25
plus (1)
    43:6
pm (1)
    62:19
point (13)
    9:10;11:21;28:25;
    29:19;31:20,25;
    33:15;35:19;42:18;
    46:21;49:23;50:2;
    52:16
Policy (2)
    7:1;8:20
pond (1)
    47:22


ponds (1)
    31:9
port (2)
    6:21;24:7
ports (1)
    6:15
position (2)
    4:24;17:21
possible (4)
    44:11;53:22;54:2;
    55:6
possibly (1)
    53:9
post (1)
    47:2
potential (5)
    5:19;40:2;41:25;
    46:21;53:9
powder-like (1)
    23:11
power (4)
    7:22;21:16;34:22;
    37:8
powered (1)
    34:10
precipitation (1)
    47:23
prepare (8)
    3:16;4:3,25;12:3,7;
    14:14;19:14;25:25
prepared (5)
    6:25;14:10;18:9;
    47:2;54:9
prepares (2)
    3:21;14:11
preparing (2)
    5:18;11:4
presentation (4)
    3:6,18;15:17;58:6
Preservation (1)
    5:25
president (1)
    58:10
pressure (1)
    27:7
pretty (4)
    25:9;35:22;44:22;
    53:16
prevalent (1)
    43:21
preventing (1)
    37:21
previous (1)
    15:14
primarily (2)
    41:11,18
primary (2)
    9:9;22:22
prior (1)
    20:25
private (2)
    30:3,10
pro (1)


    53:2
probably (8)
    4:23;34:21;50:4;
    59:9,18,18;61:2,5
problem (2)
    30:9;50:19
problems (2)
    25:16;61:15
procedures (1)
    37:20
proceed (3)
    6:11;21:5;47:16
Proceedings (1)
    62:19
P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S (1)
    3:1
process (37)
    5:23;6:24;7:17;
    9:18;10:1;11:6,9,12;
    12:3,16,22;15:20;
    16:18,21;17:25;21:3;
    22:6;23:16;25:20;
    28:8;30:12;33:3;
    36:22;37:17;39:19;
    52:2;53:1;56:18;
    57:20,24,25;58:3,4,6,
    7,14;61:4
processes (2)
    9:2;13:12
processing (3)
    20:10;37:9;58:8
produce (2)
    11:18;20:8
program (2)
    8:11;10:1
programs (1)
    13:6
Project (78)
    3:11,14,25;4:12,15,
    22;5:12,20,21;6:4;
    7:9,21;8:1,16;9:4,10,
    14,17,22;10:2,15,21;
    11:2,11;12:11,18,19,
    23,25;13:11,22,23,24,
    25;14:7,23;15:5,16,
    18;16:4,9,12,14,21;
    17:23;18:5,16;20:1,7,
    12,17,18,20;21:16;
    23:2;24:19;25:10,21;
    28:12;29:16;35:24,
    24;36:14;37:24;39:5,
    10;40:17,22;41:8;
    42:8,13;43:12;47:15;
    52:5;53:15;55:19;
    60:19;62:3
projection (1)
    11:21
projections (2)
    46:6;52:6
projects (1)
    13:24
properly (1)
    33:22


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (9) order - properly







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


properties (1)
    38:25
proponent (1)
    5:20
proposal (2)
    59:25;60:2
proposed (26)
    5:12,17;6:9,13;7:9;
    9:14;15:16;16:12;
    18:16;20:1;22:21;
    24:16;25:21;26:6;
    30:1;37:24;38:3;39:4;
    40:15,17;41:8,22;
    42:8;47:15;48:9;
    55:21
proposing (1)
    7:22
props (1)
    30:7
protect (5)
    44:16;45:22;52:3;
    53:17;54:1
protected (5)
    44:22;45:17,17;
    46:16,17
Protection (6)
    8:3,5;18:18;46:9;
    52:18;53:22
protections (1)
    46:18
provide (13)
    5:8,11;12:2,23;
    13:2;15:9,12;22:5;
    31:19;40:10;53:11;
    55:14;57:3
provided (1)
    11:15
provides (2)
    10:16;54:25
providing (3)
    11:11,20;12:18
public (10)
    5:24;9:11;11:23;
    12:20;19:5,8,12,19;
    51:18;54:11
published (1)
    11:7
pull (1)
    57:19
purpose (5)
    5:10;15:9;26:9;
    29:5;36:12
purposes (1)
    25:19
pushing (1)
    25:2
put (7)
    25:13;39:24;51:24;
    53:2,19,21;55:17


Q


quality (5)


    7:3;8:22;29:8,14;
    37:5
questionnaires (1)
    32:16
quick (1)
    11:1
quite (1)
    34:20
Quyana (1)
    47:25


R


rain (1)
    29:21
rainfalls (1)
    59:7
rainwater (2)
    47:17,19
Rainy (1)
    22:12
raise (2)
    30:8;43:17
Range (3)
    22:12,13,20
rates (3)
    44:3,4,4
reach (2)
    18:17;29:16
ready (2)
    53:11;57:4
Real (1)
    26:4
reality (1)
    42:14
realized (1)
    46:24
really (12)
    3:24;4:3,15,22;
    12:22;17:19;18:1,3;
    19:11,20;60:2;62:17
realty (1)
    4:10
reason (1)
    48:25
reasons (1)
    4:23
recap (1)
    51:17
receive (1)
    12:12
recently (1)
    22:23
reclamation (1)
    21:10
recommendation (1)
    14:19
recommendations (1)
    53:2
recontoured (1)
    21:13
record (8)
    6:1;12:7;13:4;


    14:15,20;28:16;
    40:19;51:3
recorded (2)
    32:13;40:11
recorder (2)
    13:4;40:10
recreation (2)
    38:17;39:1
recycled (1)
    47:18
Red (1)
    4:18
reduced (1)
    38:8
refer (1)
    23:11
reference (13)
    28:21,24;29:8,12,
    13,19,22,25;30:25;
    31:1,2,5;32:3
referred (1)
    23:9
refuge (1)
    59:19
regard (1)
    13:10
regarding (2)
    35:21;48:5
regards (1)
    33:13
region (9)
    4:1,2;6:9;8:9;
    15:11;25:15;40:25;
    44:19;45:2
regional (4)
    7:13;51:20,22;
    52:23
Register (1)
    11:8
regulations (2)
    7:10;42:3
regulatory (3)
    8:18;13:25;14:1
rejoin (1)
    22:22
related (1)
    38:2
released (1)
    37:15
relocate (3)
    48:18,22;49:5
remain (1)
    40:22
remember (3)
    18:15;26:6;43:7
remote (3)
    6:7;20:13;35:14
removal (1)
    38:4
removed (2)
    23:12,15
removing (1)
    37:9


renewable (3)
    41:5,17,24
report (1)
    49:18
reported (1)
    29:1
reporter (1)
    26:2
reporting (2)
    14:13;50:3
representatives (1)
    7:14
represented (2)
    10:7;52:25
representing (2)
    7:20;13:7
represents (1)
    16:9
requesting (1)
    48:25
require (4)
    6:9;7:8;10:15;
    37:18
required (2)
    10:23;17:4
requirements (4)
    5:25;8:18;10:20;
    20:20
requires (1)
    7:2
residents (5)
    15:10;41:1,7;42:11;
    48:17
resolution (2)
    51:21;52:23
resource (2)
    41:5;45:22
Resources (17)
    9:9,13;20:18;36:14;
    38:17,22;39:1,5;40:3;
    41:17,23,24;44:22;
    46:1;52:4;56:13,21
response (9)
    8:20;31:20;37:20;
    49:9,9,15,15;50:7,20
responsibilities (1)
    8:21
responsible (2)
    21:9;27:14
rest (3)
    52:25;57:7,11
restoration (3)
    58:15,18;60:3
restore (3)
    60:4,6,8
restoring (1)
    58:20
result (3)
    28:11;29:21;30:9
review (3)
    11:23;12:1;36:1
right (19)
    11:4,9;14:22;18:12;


    19:10,22;22:1;30:2,
    18;36:5;44:6;48:17,
    24;49:23;55:7,11;
    59:24;60:24;61:25
right-of-way (4)
    7:24;22:2,4,7
risk (1)
    26:13
River (39)
    4:21;6:6,17,19;
    10:12;16:5;21:23,24;
    22:13;23:24,25;24:9,
    10,20,24;26:8,11;
    28:6;30:3,18,19,24;
    37:23;41:13,14,22;
    42:5,7;43:14,15;
    48:13;50:17;52:4;
    58:23;59:12,14,16,21;
    61:15
riverbank (1)
    24:17
riverbanks (1)
    41:13
riverbed (1)
    21:21
Rivers (3)
    7:6;14:3;21:20
road (5)
    22:7;24:12,12;
    59:10,15
roadhouses (1)
    44:19
roads (2)
    6:8,10
rock (11)
    21:12;23:13,14,15;
    34:7,7,8;36:25;37:2,
    10;57:23
rocks (1)
    43:22
role (3)
    7:16;9:22;10:1
room (2)
    42:19;62:16
rooms (1)
    56:15
rotate (1)
    15:3
round (3)
    11:24;31:24;54:10
route (2)
    22:21;30:4
run (8)
    22:12;27:10;34:3,
    14,15,22,22,25
running (1)
    23:20
runoff (1)
    37:2
runs (2)
    34:17;35:1
Russia (1)
    29:21


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (10) properties - Russia







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


S


safe (6)
    25:17;26:9,12,25;
    37:20;42:9
Safety (4)
    10:9;26:21;27:13,
    15
Salmon (18)
    41:4,15,15,17,19,
    20;42:5,6,6;43:24,24;
    45:17,18,20;53:17;
    58:24;59:1;61:22
SAM (4)
    27:16,16;57:4,6
same (6)
    25:9;30:16;31:8;
    43:10;49:20;53:6
Sarah (2)
    9:20,23
saying (3)
    28:25;56:12,15
scarce (1)
    41:3
schedule (1)
    16:2
scheme (1)
    16:8
scholarship (1)
    13:6
school (2)
    43:8,10
scientists (1)
    19:13
scoping (27)
    3:11;5:23;11:8,14,
    24;12:14,15,16;15:9;
    16:2,10;17:9,23;18:7,
    21,22;19:10;21:2;
    31:23;33:9;36:13;
    39:9,25;50:12;54:19;
    57:12;61:4
Sea (1)
    16:6
seas (1)
    45:19
season (4)
    24:21;25:5,5,7
seasonal (2)
    41:3;59:3
seats (1)
    3:3
second (1)
    31:24
secondhand (2)
    26:17,19
section (4)
    7:5;14:2,3;15:20
seeing (1)
    58:25
seek (1)
    12:24


seemed (1)
    44:21
seems (3)
    19:18;35:22;56:8
segment (1)
    22:18
self-mailing (1)
    55:17
send (1)
    31:25
separate (2)
    22:21;62:3
seriously (2)
    41:12;59:2
serve (3)
    8:8;9:10;53:5
Service (4)
    10:8;54:25;55:1;
    59:2
Services (3)
    9:21,25;50:5
sessions (1)
    54:6
set (7)
    13:16;19:10;20:20;
    41:18;58:18;60:2;
    62:16
several (8)
    7:14;9:16;10:16;
    21:24;36:11;37:6,14;
    39:6
sexually (1)
    44:11
share (1)
    15:15
shareholders (2)
    41:6;42:10
Shearer (2)
    39:16;54:15
sheets (1)
    55:14
shifts (1)
    35:17
shipping (1)
    25:7
short (1)
    41:15
shovels (1)
    34:6
show (4)
    16:10,11;17:14;
    39:24
shown (1)
    21:22
shows (9)
    7:12;10:22;11:4;
    20:22;22:2,10;23:2;
    35:11;37:6
shrinking (1)
    49:3
side (3)
    22:1,11;30:18
SIGLER (14)


    13:5;16:22,25;17:7,
    12,18;18:3,12;23:18,
    22;24:1;56:4,6,6
sign (1)
    42:16
signed (1)
    42:20
significantly (1)
    7:3
signing (1)
    14:20
similar (1)
    11:24
single (1)
    9:10
site (15)
    4:17;6:5;22:14;
    23:3;24:12,13,14;
    35:18;36:16;37:4;
    38:1;41:22;59:12;
    60:17,18
sites (1)
    38:23
six (2)
    4:18;11:4
size (1)
    52:6
skiff (1)
    30:23
Sleetmute (2)
    3:23;4:16
slide (18)
    5:8;7:12;9:15;
    10:16,22;12:8;15:8,
    14;17:14;20:22;
    21:22;22:10,18;23:2;
    33:17;35:11;36:17;
    37:5
slides (2)
    36:8,11
slip (1)
    11:20
Slough (5)
    30:15;33:21,22;
    49:1;51:9
small (4)
    4:17;52:5;53:24;
    54:3
smaller (1)
    35:14
snow (1)
    58:2
Social (3)
    9:20,25;50:5
somebody (3)
    31:24;49:17;55:20
someone (2)
    53:11;60:10
someplace (1)
    56:17
sometime (1)
    58:16
Sometimes (2)


    28:1;59:22
somewhere (1)
    47:25
soon (1)
    42:21
sort (1)
    60:9
sound (1)
    42:8
sources (3)
    34:18;35:9;37:7
span (1)
    41:16
spawning (1)
    58:24
speak (3)
    42:22;55:10;56:3
SPEAKER (3)
    36:3,9;51:12
speaking (3)
    13:10;40:23,25
special (1)
    8:23
species (1)
    42:5
specific (8)
    32:10,13,21;33:21;
    50:14;51:6,8;55:11
specifically (2)
    32:8;36:7
speed (1)
    30:12
spent (1)
    3:22
spill (1)
    8:19
spills (1)
    37:21
spiritual (1)
    45:8
spoke (1)
    56:4
spots (1)
    28:2
spring (1)
    46:3
square (1)
    23:11
SR (3)
    28:20,21;31:21
stable (1)
    44:22
stack (1)
    37:16
staff (1)
    9:13
stage (3)
    14:18;18:22;19:2
stake (1)
    60:21
stamp (1)
    55:17
standards (2)


    8:18;26:20
standing (1)
    24:23
staple (1)
    41:5
start (6)
    3:6;6:25;22:10;
    40:12;56:12;57:24
started (4)
    3:3,5,8;16:3
starting (4)
    18:20;21:1,16;36:4
State (12)
    9:7,11,12,16,18;
    10:23;18:25;20:13;
    22:16;28:24;58:20;
    60:4
stated (2)
    57:15,17
State-issued (1)
    8:21
statement (7)
    3:12;4:3;8:17;9:19;
    13:3;40:18;46:13
States (2)
    56:10;58:21
station (1)
    27:10
stations (1)
    27:6
status (6)
    44:2,5;45:7,10,11,
    11
step (4)
    5:23;11:6;19:11;
    21:2
steps (3)
    11:3,5;16:18
still (8)
    8:11;9:17,18;17:23;
    34:2,17;36:16;47:11
stood (1)
    47:5
stop (6)
    33:18;52:2;54:22;
    56:17,18,19
storage (5)
    21:12;24:15;25:13;
    26:13;37:18
store (1)
    47:22
storm (1)
    49:13
storms (1)
    46:4
Streams (3)
    36:18,22,25
stretched (1)
    28:22
stretching (2)
    20:13;29:5
strip (1)
    56:21


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (11) safe - strip







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


strong (2)
    29:17;44:23
structures (1)
    39:3
stuck (4)
    28:2,3;50:9;57:18
studies (9)
    11:16;20:24;25:21,
    22;26:7;33:1,2,13;
    50:15
study (1)
    25:12
stuff (3)
    13:18;49:14;50:10
subject (1)
    6:11
submit (4)
    32:16;33:9;39:11;
    51:21
submitted (1)
    7:4
submitting (1)
    20:25
subregion (1)
    16:13
subregional (2)
    16:15,16
subregions (2)
    16:9,15
subsidized (1)
    28:24
subsistence (11)
    20:19;22:3;37:24;
    38:13;41:1,9,15;43:6,
    24;45:16;46:1
substantial (1)
    38:12
subsurface (1)
    20:6
successfully (1)
    41:23
suicides (1)
    44:4
summarize (1)
    5:13
summary (1)
    19:25
summer (3)
    23:1;46:4,6
Summertime (1)
    59:6
sunk (2)
    27:21;50:18
supplement (1)
    41:4
supplies (3)
    6:18,19;24:20
supply (1)
    6:13
support (6)
    3:22;23:16;35:13,
    16;53:11;56:15
supports (1)


    21:17
sure (29)
    17:4;18:22;19:6,17;
    26:19,21,24;27:4,11,
    11;32:8;33:23,24;
    40:11;42:7,21;45:6,8,
    9,13,17;50:20;54:7;
    57:2,24;59:15,15;
    61:24;62:8
surface (4)
    20:6;31:1;32:22;
    36:18
surprised (1)
    18:23
survived (1)
    47:4
surviving (1)
    47:3
System (5)
    21:18;51:19;52:3,4,
    22


T


table (4)
    17:16;46:15;52:1,
    25
tailings (4)
    23:8,11;37:2;47:22
talk (6)
    5:9;8:8;10:5;31:15;
    62:2,4
talked (3)
    15:8;38:11;48:5
talking (6)
    31:11,11;32:1;51:9;
    53:10;58:11
Tami (2)
    8:2,5
tankers (1)
    6:17
Taylor (1)
    3:17
team (5)
    3:21;8:12,24;42:24,
    25
technical (3)
    3:20;14:12;19:15
technically (1)
    23:8
technique (1)
    21:23
teleconference (1)
    54:22
ten (8)
    5:17;22:4,16;24:3,
    4;30:21;48:11;51:10
terms (1)
    45:5
test (1)
    47:5
testify (2)
    42:17;57:1


testimonies (1)
    36:4
testimony (2)
    40:7,15
thanks (4)
    3:4,19;61:8;62:15
therefore (1)
    37:1
thorough (1)
    19:19
thought (2)
    43:13,18
thousand (1)
    53:20
thousands (2)
    47:4;53:19
three (18)
    4:19;10:10;18:17,
    19;19:4;21:6,24;23:3,
    10,13;24:22,25;25:1;
    28:23;30:4;32:3;
    46:10;48:9
three-year (1)
    21:1
timeline (1)
    20:23
times (1)
    5:3
titles (1)
    13:18
today (12)
    3:14,18;5:8;7:15;
    10:8;13:8;15:17;
    17:14;32:11;33:8;
    40:22;52:12
today's (1)
    5:10
together (1)
    7:13
tons (4)
    20:10;23:17;25:6;
    58:7
took (1)
    8:9
top (1)
    21:22
topics (1)
    5:9
total (4)
    24:18;35:18;37:25;
    38:5
touch (1)
    30:7
tow (2)
    25:2,8
towards (2)
    30:19;62:7
tows (4)
    24:23;25:2,4,5
traditional (4)
    9:1;38:13,25;41:9
traffic (14)
    24:19;28:11;38:11,


    12;41:11,12,18,21;
    46:8;50:16,23;57:15;
    61:12,17
Trail (1)
    39:2
training (1)
    46:25
Trans-Alaska (1)
    21:18
transfer (1)
    6:19
transferred (1)
    6:16
transferring (1)
    24:8
translate (1)
    5:5
translating (1)
    4:6
translation (2)
    5:4;35:21
translator (2)
    5:4;6:2
transmitted (1)
    44:11
transport (2)
    24:20;37:18
Transportation (3)
    6:13;24:6;30:11
transporting (1)
    27:19
trapping (2)
    41:2,10
travel (1)
    37:23
traveled (1)
    3:23
traveling (1)
    16:5
treated (1)
    45:2
treatment (2)
    21:12;23:9
tribal (11)
    8:8,11;9:2;10:10;
    39:15,16,18,22;46:15;
    51:25;55:2
tribal-to-tribal (1)
    54:14
tribes (7)
    7:12;8:11,25;51:25;
    52:20,24;60:4
tributaries (1)
    31:7
tried (1)
    51:21
trucks (2)
    34:6,17
try (5)
    31:17;50:11;55:9;
    60:8;61:8
trying (3)
    12:17;27:5;52:15


Tuluksak (2)
    61:23,24
turbulence (1)
    30:8
turn (4)
    6:24;30:5;44:1;
    48:10
turning (1)
    30:7
two (15)
    10:6;12:9;15:19,22;
    18:14;19:9;20:2,4;
    23:10;24:25;25:1;
    28:23;46:10;48:4;
    60:17
type (2)
    32:11;39:25
types (1)
    32:20


U


under (4)
    7:5;14:2;22:24;
    42:2
underscore (1)
    18:14
understandable (1)
    19:18
understands (1)
    18:23
underway (1)
    3:4
UNIDENTIFIED (2)
    36:3,9
United (1)
    56:10
unpredictable (1)
    59:22
unusable (1)
    47:18
up (38)
    8:4;9:15;13:16;
    14:21;17:16;21:17;
    24:9,25;25:1;26:20;
    28:3;29:15,22;30:3,
    12;32:7;35:14,16;
    39:24;40:7;41:22;
    42:5,20,22;43:13,21;
    48:8,15,19;49:18,21;
    50:8;57:19,23;59:1;
    61:13,19;62:16
upper (1)
    16:7
upriver (5)
    4:16,17,18;6:20;
    57:18
URS (6)
    3:15;4:10,24;11:16;
    14:10;32:25
usage (1)
    47:16
use (10)


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (12) strong - use







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


    14:14;15:25;22:3;
    28:4;31:13;34:12;
    57:21,22,22,25
used (15)
    5:21;7:10;8:8;
    11:18;12:3,5,25;
    20:18;21:23;25:25;
    26:23;27:18;29:6;
    34:13;47:17
useful (2)
    4:3;15:21
uses (2)
    37:24;38:13
using (2)
    21:21;57:19
usually (1)
    53:8
utilize (1)
    41:19


V


Valley (2)
    20:14;22:14
value (3)
    38:8;52:12;53:18
valve (1)
    22:1
valves (1)
    27:8
varies (1)
    28:1
various (7)
    12:5;13:23;28:13;
    35:7,9,10;59:4
vegetation (3)
    21:13;37:23;38:4
vehicles (3)
    22:9;34:5;37:8
Vernon (1)
    35:21
versus (1)
    52:12
village (1)
    4:17
villages (4)
    16:3,12;40:24;
    46:10
visit (1)
    62:12
visual (1)
    39:1
votes (1)
    51:24


W


Walsh (1)
    49:12
waste (9)
    21:11,12;23:9,13,
    14;34:7,8;37:1,9
watching (2)


    48:12;49:6
Water (32)
    7:6;8:19,22,24;
    14:2;22:9;26:15;
    27:25;31:1,12;32:3,
    23;36:14,15,23;45:22,
    23,23,23;47:16,17,18,
    24;50:1,3;55:20,22;
    57:16,17;58:4;59:21,
    22
watering (2)
    49:22;50:2
waters (2)
    36:18;37:3
Watershed (1)
    10:13
way (19)
    3:8;5:13;17:16;
    23:18,20;29:17;41:2,
    22;42:9;43:24;45:14,
    16,18;46:18;48:20;
    53:13;54:12;55:5;
    61:16
ways (3)
    39:6;46:16,16
weather (1)
    59:4
website (17)
    10:21;11:2;12:1;
    13:13;15:18;17:7,9;
    32:17,24;39:10;
    46:20;55:18,21,24,25;
    60:12;62:12
week (2)
    16:3,4
Welcome (6)
    3:10;13:1;56:4;
    57:3,10;62:17
west (5)
    6:14,15;22:11,12,
    14
wet (1)
    47:20
wetland (1)
    58:15
wetlands (7)
    8:25;17:5;37:22;
    38:6;58:18,21;60:7
what's (1)
    51:9
whichever (1)
    46:20
wide (2)
    23:5;60:18
Wildlife (10)
    10:8;37:23;38:7;
    52:18;53:17,18;54:1;
    59:2,19;60:8
Williams (11)
    3:7,9;5:5;6:1;
    42:23;43:1,3,4;47:11;
    53:5;61:11
wind (1)


    29:17
winds (3)
    46:4;59:5,6
winter (1)
    59:5
within (1)
    51:19
without (3)
    25:17;45:23;48:9
wonder (2)
    50:7;56:7
wondering (2)
    48:21;56:21
word (4)
    3:7;4:4;12:14;30:6
words (1)
    7:16
work (16)
    3:20;4:12;7:13;8:5,
    10,12;9:24,25;10:3;
    13:18,25;14:6;19:13;
    33:2,13,14
worked (2)
    4:9;20:24
workforce (4)
    35:13,16,18;38:19
working (4)
    8:10,13,25;35:17
wrap (1)
    42:22
write (1)
    17:15
written (7)
    3:21;40:6,9,15;
    46:20;55:15;61:5


Y


year (14)
    4:8,9;19:14;20:8;
    24:22;47:23;48:17;
    49:11;52:9,11;57:16;
    58:3;60:14,15
yearly (1)
    28:1
years (30)
    3:22,24;8:9;18:17,
    19;19:4;20:9,25;21:6,
    7;22:4;23:7;28:23,23;
    30:21;44:17;47:4,18,
    20,20;48:11;51:10,
    20;52:7;53:19,21;
    57:16;58:25;60:12,14
yellow (1)
    6:22
YK (1)
    20:14
Yoder (3)
    9:20,23,24
young (3)
    13:6;46:22,25
yous (1)
    62:10


Yukon (2)
    16:6,7
Yukon-Kuskokwim (2)
    6:7;40:24
Yup'ik (2)
    40:25;47:3


1


1,000 (1)
    24:17
1,000,000 (2)
    20:8;60:15
1,400 (3)
    23:5;35:16;38:19
1,500 (2)
    24:18;60:18
1,850 (1)
    23:6
1.5 (1)
    60:13
10 (2)
    7:6;14:3
10,000 (1)
    38:1
105 (1)
    22:22
106 (1)
    15:20
110 (1)
    24:22
14th (1)
    11:8
150 (1)
    22:22
16 (1)
    20:25
16,000 (1)
    38:5
16,300 (2)
    37:25;38:8
173,000 (1)
    25:7


2


2,300 (1)
    23:14
2,350 (1)
    23:10
2,500 (1)
    35:12
2.2 (1)
    23:5
20 (2)
    27:6,8
200 (2)
    46:5,7
2004 (1)
    4:8
2014 (3)
    11:19;33:5;54:10
2015 (2)


    11:6;12:5
227-megawatt (1)
    37:8
26 (1)
    24:18
27 (3)
    20:9;21:6;23:6
27.5-year (1)
    60:15
29th (3)
    12:13;33:9;54:19


3


3,000 (2)
    35:14;38:19
3:45 (1)
    62:19
30 (2)
    44:17;52:7
30-mile (1)
    24:12
34 (1)
    22:16


4


404 (2)
    7:5;14:2
40-million-gallon (1)
    24:15
48 (2)
    6:15;29:13


5


5,000-foot (1)
    24:13
50/50 (1)
    20:2
550 (1)
    25:6
56 (1)
    22:15
58 (1)
    25:5
59,000 (3)
    20:10;23:16;58:7


6


6,000 (1)
    38:2
6,900 (1)
    38:5
600 (1)
    35:16
64 (1)
    25:4
66 (1)
    20:16


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (13) used - 66







Donlin Gold Mine EIS Scoping Meeting 
Akiak January 31, 2013


7


753-2780 (1)
    39:13


8


825-4328 (1)
    61:7


9


907 (1)
    39:13


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters (14) 753-2780 - 907





		Index

		 Number Index

		1

		1,000 (1)

		1,000,000 (2)

		1,400 (3)

		1,500 (2)

		1,850 (1)

		1.5 (1)

		10 (2)

		10,000 (1)

		105 (1)

		106 (1)

		110 (1)

		14th (1)

		150 (1)

		16 (1)

		16,000 (1)

		16,300 (2)

		173,000 (1)



		2

		2,300 (1)

		2,350 (1)

		2,500 (1)

		2.2 (1)

		20 (2)

		200 (2)

		2004 (1)

		2014 (3)

		2015 (2)

		227-megawatt (1)

		26 (1)

		27 (3)

		27.5-year (1)

		29th (3)



		3

		3,000 (2)

		30 (2)

		30-mile (1)

		34 (1)

		3:45 (1)



		4

		40-million-gallon (1)

		404 (2)

		48 (2)



		5

		5,000-foot (1)

		50/50 (1)

		550 (1)

		56 (1)

		58 (1)

		59,000 (3)



		6

		6,000 (1)

		6,900 (1)

		600 (1)

		64 (1)

		66 (1)



		7

		753-2780 (1)



		8

		825-4328 (1)



		9

		907(1)





		$

		$1,500 (1)



		A

		abide (1)

		able (10)

		above (8)

		absence (1)

		accepted (3)

		access (4)

		accident (1)

		account (2)

		acid (2)

		acres (9)

		across (3)

		Act (7)

		action (2)

		active (1)

		activities (3)

		actual (2)

		actually (1)

		add (2)

		addition (1)

		additional (10)

		Additionally (1)

		address (7)

		addressed (15)

		addresses (1)

		adequate (2)

		adjacent (1)

		adjourned (1)

		Administration (2)

		advance (1)

		aerial (3)

		affect (8)

		affected (8)

		affecting (1)

		afraid (1)

		afternoon (2)

		afterwards (1)

		again (18)

		against (2)

		agencies (12)

		agency (9)

		agenda (2)

		ago (5)

		agree (1)

		agreed (2)

		ahead (2)

		ahold (1)

		air (8)

		airborne (1)

		airstrip (1)

		Akiachak (2)

		Akiak (20)

		Alaska (14)

		alcohol (3)

		Alexie (6)

		alignment (1)

		alive (1)

		allow (2)

		allowed (1)

		alluded (1)

		along (10)

		alongside (1)

		alternate (2)

		alternative (3)

		alternatives (5)

		although (1)

		always (1)

		Amanda (5)

		amount (5)

		amounts (2)

		analysis (1)

		analyze (1)

		analyzed (1)

		Anchorage (4)

		andsection (1)

		Aniak (2)

		animals (1)

		anticipate (1)

		applicable (1)

		applicant (1)

		application (3)

		applications (2)

		apply (1)

		appreciate (2)

		approximately (1)

		archeological (1)

		Arctic (1)

		area (28)

		areas (10)

		Army (10)

		around (5)

		aside (2)

		Assessment (3)

		assessments (1)

		assign (1)

		assigned (1)

		assist (1)

		assisting (1)

		association (2)

		assuring (1)

		August (3)

		authority (1)

		available (3)

		AVCP (3)

		average (2)

		avoid (4)

		aware (1)

		away (4)

		Ayapau (3)



		B

		back (10)

		background (1)

		backhoes (1)

		bad (1)

		balance (2)

		bank (2)

		banks (1)

		barge (35)

		barged (1)

		barges (33)

		barging (1)

		Barrick (1)

		base (1)

		Based (1)

		baseline (1)

		basic (1)

		basically (3)

		beaching (3)

		becomes (1)

		beds (2)

		began (1)

		beginning (5)

		behalf (3)

		behind (1)

		below (1)

		Beluga (2)

		bends (1)

		beneath (1)

		Bering (1)

		best (4)

		Bethel (5)

		beyond (1)

		big (8)

		bigger (1)

		biggest (3)

		billions (2)

		bit (7)

		Blanchard (5)

		BLM (4)

		block (2)

		blue (1)

		board (1)

		boarding (1)

		boats (1)

		borough (2)

		both (3)

		bottom (3)

		bought (1)

		box (3)

		boys (1)

		break (1)

		BRELSFORD (21)

		Brenda (2)

		bridges (1)

		briefly (2)

		bring (6)

		bringing (1)

		broken (1)

		brought (3)

		Bruno (3)

		brushed (1)

		build (1)

		built (1)

		bunch (1)

		Bureau (1)

		buried (2)

		burned (1)

		burning (1)

		business (2)

		busy (1)



		C

		Calista (5)

		call (5)

		called (1)

		came (3)

		camp (3)

		camps (1)

		can (54)

		cancer (1)

		capacity (1)

		captured (1)

		careful (4)

		carefully (2)

		cargo (8)

		carry (2)

		carrying (1)

		case (1)

		cash (2)

		catch (3)

		Catherine (4)

		caused (2)

		center (1)

		certain (1)

		cetera (2)

		challenging (1)

		chance (2)

		change (1)

		changing (1)

		channels (1)

		check (2)

		chemical (1)

		chemicals (1)

		Chief (1)

		chimney (1)

		chimneys (1)

		Chuathbaluk (1)

		circle (1)

		circles (2)

		City (1)

		clarifications (1)

		Clean (4)

		clear (1)

		CLEVELAND (2)

		Climate (1)

		close (1)

		closest (1)

		closing (2)

		closure (2)

		closures (1)

		cluttered (1)

		co-product (1)

		coast (5)

		codes (1)

		cold (1)

		collected (1)

		collection (1)

		collide (1)

		Colonel (1)

		color (1)

		combat (1)

		coming (5)

		comment (14)

		comments (40)

		Commercial (1)

		communities (11)

		Community (15)

		companies (2)

		complete (1)

		completed (4)

		completion (1)

		components (2)

		comprehensive (2)

		con (1)

		concern (13)

		concerned (4)

		concerning (1)

		concerns (17)

		conclude (1)

		conclusion (3)

		concrete (1)

		condition (1)

		confirm (1)

		consider (1)

		consideration (1)

		considered (6)

		Consortium (1)

		construction (10)

		consult (1)

		consultation (6)

		consultations (2)

		consumed (1)

		consumption (3)

		contact (9)

		contaminating (1)

		contamination (1)

		continue (4)

		continued (1)

		continuous (1)

		contract (2)

		contracted (1)

		contractor (2)

		controlled (1)

		conversation (1)

		Cook (4)

		cooperating (10)

		cope (1)

		copy (1)

		cores (1)

		Corp's (1)

		Corporation (8)

		corporations (1)

		Corps (24)

		corridor (1)

		Council (8)

		counting (1)

		couple (1)

		coupled (1)

		course (1)

		court (2)

		cover (4)

		covering (3)

		covers (1)

		create (2)

		creating (3)

		Creek (16)

		creeks (2)

		crew (2)

		Crooked (9)

		cross (4)

		crosses (1)

		crossings (2)

		crucial (1)

		cultural (3)

		cultures (1)

		customary (1)

		cuts (1)

		cycle (1)



		D

		daily (1)

		Dalzell (1)

		damage (2)

		damaged (1)

		damages (1)

		damning (1)

		dams (1)

		danger (1)

		data (1)

		date (4)

		dates (1)

		DAVID (8)

		day (9)

		days (1)

		dead (1)

		deal (1)

		dealing (1)

		deaths (4)

		December (1)

		decide (2)

		Decision (6)

		decisionmaker (2)

		decisionmakers (1)

		decisionmaking (1)

		decisions (3)

		decommissioning (1)

		decreasing (1)

		dedicate (1)

		deep (2)

		define (1)

		Delta (2)

		DEMIAN (15)

		deny (1)

		Department (4)

		departments (1)

		depend (4)

		depends (1)

		depletion (1)

		deposit (1)

		description (1)

		design (4)

		designed (1)

		despite (1)

		destroyed (1)

		detail (1)

		deteriorating (1)

		determine (2)

		determines (1)

		detrimental (1)

		develop (2)

		developed (6)

		development (3)

		devices (1)

		Devil (1)

		dewatering (2)

		diagram (3)

		died (1)

		diesel (6)

		diesel-powered (1)

		different (3)

		difficult (1)

		difficulty (1)

		Dillingham (1)

		diminishing (1)

		direct (3)

		directed (1)

		direction (1)

		directional (1)

		directly (2)

		directors (1)

		disaster (2)

		discharge (1)

		discuss (1)

		discussed (2)

		diseases (2)

		disseminate (1)

		District (2)

		disturb (1)

		disturbance (1)

		disturbances (1)

		disturbed (1)

		diversion (1)

		divert (1)

		diverted (1)

		diverting (2)

		division (3)

		DNR (1)

		document (1)

		dog (3)

		dollar (5)

		dollars (1)

		Don (7)

		Don's (1)

		done (12)

		Donlin (46)

		Donlin's (1)

		donlingoldeiscom (5)

		doors (2)

		dots (1)

		double-hulled (1)

		down (23)

		draft (13)

		drift (1)

		drilling (3)

		dropped (1)

		drugs (2)

		dry (1)

		dump (1)

		dumping (1)

		during (14)

		dust (1)

		Dutch (1)

		dynamite (1)



		E

		e-mail (3)

		earlier (6)

		early (2)

		earthquakes (1)

		economic (4)

		economical (1)

		educational (1)

		effect (1)

		effects (2)

		EIS (61)

		either (3)

		electrical (1)

		electricity (1)

		elements (1)

		else (2)

		emission (1)

		emissions (5)

		emotional (1)

		emotionally (1)

		emphasize (1)

		employees (2)

		employment (1)

		encourage (4)

		end (1)

		energy (1)

		enforcement (2)

		Engineer (2)

		engineering (3)

		Engineers (14)

		Engineers' (1)

		enough (6)

		ensure (1)

		ensuring (1)

		environment (2)

		environmental (16)

		environmentally (1)

		EPA (4)

		equipment (7)

		erode (1)

		eroding (2)

		erosion (18)

		escrow (2)

		Eskimo (1)

		especially (4)

		established (1)

		Estate (1)

		estimated (3)

		estimates (1)

		et (2)

		evaluate (6)

		evaluated (2)

		evaluating (2)

		evaluation (5)

		even (2)

		event (1)

		events (1)

		eventually (1)

		everybody (4)

		everyone (1)

		exact (1)

		exactly (1)

		examine (1)

		examined (1)

		example (1)

		examples (5)

		excavating (1)

		exceeded (1)

		executive (1)

		exist (1)

		existing (1)

		expanded (1)

		expect (5)

		expected (5)

		experience (1)

		expertise (3)

		explain (2)

		explaining (3)

		explanation (1)

		exploration (4)

		explosives (2)

		exposed (1)

		exposing (1)

		express (1)

		expressed (1)

		extend (2)

		extends (1)

		extensive (1)

		extent (2)

		extract (1)

		extracting (1)

		extraction (2)

		eyes (1)



		F

		face (1)

		facilitate (1)

		facilities (4)

		facility (4)

		facing (1)

		fact (1)

		factor (2)

		fairly (1)

		fall (1)

		falls (1)

		familiar (1)

		far (7)

		FARN (3)

		fast (1)

		fathom (1)

		Faulkner (1)

		fault (2)

		February (1)

		federal (7)

		feel (2)

		feeling (1)

		feet (6)

		fellow (1)

		fenced (1)

		few (6)

		filling (1)

		final (3)

		find (7)

		finish (1)

		finished (1)

		first (16)

		Fish (17)

		fisheries (3)

		fisherman (1)

		fishing (7)

		five (3)

		flow (1)

		flows (1)

		fluctuates (1)

		focused (1)

		focusing (1)

		fold (1)

		folks (3)

		food (1)

		foothills (1)

		Fordham (5)

		forget (1)

		forks (1)

		form (1)

		forms (1)

		forward (3)

		found (2)

		four (8)

		free (3)

		freight (1)

		frequency (2)

		friends (1)

		front (1)

		fuel (21)

		fugitive (1)

		fulfill (1)

		full (2)

		fully (2)

		function (1)

		fund (2)

		fundamentalist (1)

		further (1)

		future (3)



		G

		gallons (1)

		Game (1)

		gas (13)

		gather (5)

		gathered (1)

		generate (2)

		generation (1)

		generator (2)

		geochemistry (1)

		George (10)

		geotechnical (1)

		gets (3)

		GILILA (6)

		girls (1)

		given (3)

		gives (2)

		giving (1)

		glad (2)

		GLORIA (2)

		goes (14)

		Gold (38)

		Gold's (1)

		gold-bearing (1)

		gold-colored (1)

		good (11)

		Gorge (1)

		government (5)

		government-to-government (2)

		governments (3)

		graduated (1)

		grandkids (1)

		gravel (4)

		great (2)

		greed (3)

		ground (1)

		Groundwater (4)

		group (1)

		groups (1)

		growing (1)

		Guard (1)

		guess (16)

		GUY (4)

		guys (4)



		H

		habitat (6)

		half (6)

		happen (1)

		happened (4)

		happening (1)

		happens (6)

		Harbor (1)

		Harbors (2)

		hard (2)

		hardly (1)

		harvest (2)

		haul (2)

		hauling (1)

		Hazardous (3)

		HDD (1)

		head (1)

		heads (1)

		headwaters (1)

		Health (25)

		health-related (2)

		hear (6)

		heard (2)

		heat (1)

		heavy (1)

		held (1)

		Hello (1)

		help (13)

		helped (1)

		helpful (4)

		helping (3)

		helps (2)

		Hi (3)

		hierarchy (1)

		high (5)

		highest (3)

		highlight (1)

		hills (1)

		Historic (2)

		historical (1)

		historically (1)

		history (1)

		hitting (1)

		holding (1)

		home (1)

		hope (1)

		Hopefully (3)

		hoping (1)

		horizontal (1)

		horseshoe (2)

		hospital (1)

		hosting (1)

		houses (1)

		housing (4)

		hub (1)

		hubs (1)

		huge (1)

		huh (1)

		human (10)

		humanly (1)

		hunger (1)

		hunt (1)

		hunter (1)

		hunting (2)

		hydrocarbons (1)

		hydrology (1)



		I

		ice (2)

		idea (4)

		ideas (3)

		identified (4)

		identify (6)

		identifying (1)

		Iditarod (1)

		image (1)

		impact (26)

		impacted (4)

		impacts (12)

		implement (1)

		important (12)

		impoundment (1)

		improved (1)

		Inc (1)

		include (2)

		included (2)

		includes (3)

		including (3)

		income (1)

		Incorporated (5)

		increase (6)

		increased (2)

		Indian (1)

		indicated (2)

		individual (3)

		influx (3)

		information (42)

		informed (1)

		infrastructure (3)

		Inlet (4)

		input (3)

		installed (1)

		instead (2)

		integrated (1)

		Intent (1)

		international (1)

		internships (1)

		into (14)

		introduce (2)

		investigations (1)

		invite (2)

		invited (1)

		inviting (1)

		invocation (2)

		involved (8)

		involvement (2)

		IRA (4)

		island (1)

		Issuance (1)

		issue (4)

		issued (1)

		issues (17)

		IVAN (31)



		J

		jacks (1)

		Jeff (3)

		Jenny (2)

		job (4)

		jobs (4)

		joining (1)

		Jungjuk (3)

		justice (2)



		K

		Kalskag (1)

		keep (6)

		kept (1)

		kids (1)

		kind (10)

		kinds (1)

		king (2)

		knowledge (1)

		known (1)

		KUHLE (50)

		KURT (3)

		Kuskokwim (23)

		Kuskoquak (1)

		Kwethluk (22)



		L

		lady (1)

		Lamont (1)

		land (17)

		landing (3)

		lands (8)

		language (1)

		languages (1)

		laplanders (1)

		large (9)

		last (10)

		late (1)

		later (4)

		laws (1)

		leach (1)

		leaching (1)

		leads (1)

		leaks (1)

		learn (3)

		least (1)

		leave (1)

		left (1)

		legal (1)

		length (1)

		LEONARD (3)

		Leonard's (1)

		less (4)

		Lestochi (1)

		level (4)

		levels (4)

		liaison (3)

		life (12)

		lifestyle (1)

		limited (1)

		line (3)

		lines (1)

		links (1)

		list (6)

		listen (1)

		listeners (1)

		literally (1)

		little (13)

		live (1)

		lived (1)

		livelihood (2)

		living (3)

		loads (1)

		local (2)

		located (2)

		logistics (2)

		long (7)

		long-term (1)

		look (17)

		looked (3)

		looking (11)

		loss (3)

		lost (2)

		lot (19)

		lots (1)

		low (2)

		lower (6)



		M

		machinery (1)

		mail (1)

		mailed (1)

		mailing (1)

		main (6)

		mainly (2)

		maintain (1)

		maintenance (1)

		major (11)

		MAKAR (2)

		making (6)

		MALE (2)

		man (1)

		managed (1)

		Management (1)

		manager (5)

		managers (1)

		manmade (2)

		many (16)

		map (3)

		March (4)

		Mary (3)

		massive (1)

		material (2)

		materials (4)

		matters (1)

		mature (1)

		maximum (2)

		may (10)

		maybe (15)

		mean (5)

		meaning (2)

		means (1)

		meeting (8)

		meetings (14)

		melting (1)

		member (1)

		members (1)

		mentally (1)

		mention (4)

		mentioned (11)

		mentioning (1)

		Mercury (8)

		met (1)

		metal (1)

		Michael (6)

		middle (2)

		might (12)

		migrating (1)

		Mike (6)

		mile (2)

		milepost (2)

		miles (11)

		milestones (2)

		mill (6)

		milling (1)

		million (3)

		mind (1)

		mine (36)

		mine-contacted (1)

		minerals (4)

		mines (1)

		mining (16)

		minutes (1)

		miss (1)

		mistaken (2)

		mobile (1)

		modeling (1)

		money (1)

		monies (1)

		monitored (2)

		monitoring (4)

		more (17)

		most (3)

		mostly (2)

		mouth (2)

		move (8)

		moved (1)

		moving (1)

		Moxie (8)

		much (14)

		multiple (1)

		musher (1)

		must (7)

		muster (1)

		myself (2)



		N

		name (15)

		Napaimute (1)

		National (3)

		Native (12)

		natural (19)

		naturally (3)

		navigable (1)

		navigation (1)

		near (9)

		nearby (2)

		nearest (2)

		necessary (3)

		need (21)

		needed (2)

		needs (4)

		neither (1)

		NEPA (1)

		nets (3)

		neutral (1)

		nevertheless (1)

		new (13)

		newly (1)

		newsletters (1)

		Next (10)

		Nick (3)

		night (1)

		Nikolai (3)

		none (1)

		nonprofit (1)

		north (3)

		Note (3)

		noted (2)

		Notice (2)

		notified (1)

		NovaGold (1)

		November (4)

		nowadays (1)

		nuclear (1)

		number (14)

		NYAC (2)



		O

		objecting (1)

		obtain (2)

		obtained (2)

		occur (2)

		occurring (2)

		ocean-going (1)

		October (1)

		odd (1)

		off (6)

		off-loaded (1)

		off-loading (1)

		offer (3)

		offered (3)

		office (3)

		officer (1)

		oil (3)

		old (2)

		older (1)

		Once (1)

		one (37)

		ones (1)

		ongoing (1)

		only (1)

		onto (1)

		open (6)

		opening (1)

		openings (1)

		opens (1)

		operating (3)

		operation (6)

		operations (4)

		opinion (2)

		opponent (1)

		opportunities (5)

		opportunity (7)

		opposed (1)

		opposing (1)

		orange (1)

		order (3)

		ore (6)

		Oregon (1)

		organization (1)

		organizations (1)

		orientation (1)

		originally (2)

		others (2)

		ounce (1)

		ounces (6)

		out (20)

		outside (5)

		over (18)

		overburden (1)

		overflowing (1)

		overflows (1)

		oversite (1)

		overview (2)

		own (1)

		owned (1)

		owner (2)

		ownership (1)



		P

		P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S (1)

		Pandora's (2)

		PANQALQALRIA (1)

		part (11)

		participate (1)

		participating (3)

		particular (1)

		partnership (1)

		parts (2)

		Pass (2)

		passage (1)

		passed (1)

		passing (1)

		past (3)

		patterns (1)

		pause (2)

		people (27)

		per (8)

		percent (3)

		perhaps (1)

		period (9)

		permanent (2)

		permission (1)

		permit (10)

		permits (21)

		permitting (2)

		person (3)

		phase (2)

		phone (3)

		photo (1)

		photos (2)

		physical (1)

		physically (1)

		pick (1)

		pigging (1)

		pipe (1)

		pipeline (26)

		pit (3)

		place (4)

		plan (6)

		plane (2)

		planning (3)

		plans (5)

		plant (5)

		planted (1)

		please (4)

		plus (1)

		pm (1)

		point (13)

		Policy (2)

		pond (1)

		ponds (1)

		port (2)

		ports (1)

		position (2)

		possible (4)

		possibly (1)

		post (1)

		potential (5)

		powder-like (1)

		power (4)

		powered (1)

		precipitation (1)

		prepare (8)

		prepared (5)

		prepares (2)

		preparing (2)

		presentation (4)

		Preservation (1)

		president (1)

		pressure (1)

		pretty (4)

		prevalent (1)

		preventing (1)

		previous (1)

		primarily (2)

		primary (2)

		prior (1)

		private (2)

		pro (1)

		probably (8)

		problem (2)

		problems (2)

		procedures (1)

		proceed (3)

		Proceedings (1)

		process (37)

		processes (2)

		processing (3)

		produce (2)

		program (2)

		programs (1)

		Project (78)

		projection (1)

		projections (2)

		projects (1)

		properly (1)

		properties (1)

		proponent (1)

		proposal (2)

		proposed (26)

		proposing (1)

		props (1)

		protect (5)

		protected (5)

		Protection (6)

		protections (1)

		provide (13)

		provided (1)

		provides (2)

		providing (3)

		public (10)

		published (1)

		pull (1)

		purpose (5)

		purposes (1)

		pushing (1)

		put (7)



		Q

		quality (5)

		questionnaires (1)

		quick (1)

		quite (1)

		Quyana (1)



		R

		rain (1)

		rainfalls (1)

		rainwater (2)

		Rainy (1)

		raise (2)

		Range (3)

		rates (3)

		reach (2)

		ready (2)

		Real (1)

		reality (1)

		realized (1)

		really (12)

		realty (1)

		reason (1)

		reasons (1)

		recap (1)

		receive (1)

		recently (1)

		reclamation (1)

		recommendation (1)

		recommendations (1)

		recontoured (1)

		record (8)

		recorded (2)

		recorder (2)

		recreation (2)

		recycled (1)

		Red (1)

		reduced (1)

		refer (1)

		reference (13)

		referred (1)

		refuge (1)

		regard (1)

		regarding (2)

		regards (1)

		region (9)

		regional (4)

		Register (1)

		regulations (2)

		regulatory (3)

		rejoin (1)

		related (1)

		released (1)

		relocate (3)

		remain (1)

		remember (3)

		remote (3)

		removal (1)

		removed (2)

		removing (1)

		renewable (3)

		report (1)

		reported (1)

		reporter (1)

		reporting (2)

		representatives (1)

		represented (2)

		representing (2)

		represents (1)

		requesting (1)

		require (4)

		required (2)

		requirements (4)

		requires (1)

		residents (5)

		resolution (2)

		resource (2)

		Resources (17)

		response (9)

		responsibilities (1)

		responsible (2)

		rest (3)

		restoration (3)

		restore (3)

		restoring (1)

		result (3)

		review (3)

		right (19)

		right-of-way (4)

		risk (1)

		River (39)

		riverbank (1)

		riverbanks (1)

		riverbed (1)

		Rivers (3)

		road (5)

		roadhouses (1)

		roads (2)

		rock (11)

		rocks (1)

		role (3)

		room (2)

		rooms (1)

		rotate (1)

		round (3)

		route (2)

		run (8)

		running (1)

		runoff (1)

		runs (2)

		Russia (1)



		S

		safe (6)

		Safety (4)

		Salmon (18)

		SAM (4)

		same (6)

		Sarah (2)

		saying (3)

		scarce (1)

		schedule (1)

		scheme (1)

		scholarship (1)

		school (2)

		scientists (1)

		scoping (27)

		Sea (1)

		seas (1)

		season (4)

		seasonal (2)

		seats (1)

		second (1)

		secondhand (2)

		section (4)

		seeing (1)

		seek (1)

		seemed (1)

		seems (3)

		segment (1)

		self-mailing (1)

		send (1)

		separate (2)

		seriously (2)

		serve (3)

		Service (4)

		Services (3)

		sessions (1)

		set (7)

		several (8)

		sexually (1)

		share (1)

		shareholders (2)

		Shearer (2)

		sheets (1)

		shifts (1)

		shipping (1)

		short (1)

		shovels (1)

		show (4)

		shown (1)

		shows (9)

		shrinking (1)

		side (3)

		SIGLER (14)

		sign (1)

		signed (1)

		significantly (1)

		signing (1)

		similar (1)

		single (1)

		site (15)

		sites (1)

		six (2)

		size (1)

		skiff (1)

		Sleetmute (2)

		slide (18)

		slides (2)

		slip (1)

		Slough (5)

		small (4)

		smaller (1)

		snow (1)

		Social (3)

		somebody (3)

		someone (2)

		someplace (1)

		sometime (1)

		Sometimes (2)

		somewhere (1)

		soon (1)

		sort (1)

		sound (1)

		sources (3)

		span (1)

		spawning (1)

		speak (3)

		SPEAKER (3)

		speaking (3)

		special (1)

		species (1)

		specific (8)

		specifically (2)

		speed (1)

		spent (1)

		spill (1)

		spills (1)

		spiritual (1)

		spoke (1)

		spots (1)

		spring (1)

		square (1)

		SR (3)

		stable (1)

		stack (1)

		staff (1)

		stage (3)

		stake (1)

		stamp (1)

		standards (2)

		standing (1)

		staple (1)

		start (6)

		started (4)

		starting (4)

		State (12)

		State-issued (1)

		stated (2)

		statement (7)

		States (2)

		station (1)

		stations (1)

		status (6)

		step (4)

		steps (3)

		still (8)

		stood (1)

		stop (6)

		storage (5)

		store (1)

		storm (1)

		storms (1)

		Streams (3)

		stretched (1)

		stretching (2)

		strip (1)

		strong (2)

		structures (1)

		stuck (4)

		studies (9)

		study (1)

		stuff (3)

		subject (1)

		submit (4)

		submitted (1)

		submitting (1)

		subregion (1)

		subregional (2)

		subregions (2)

		subsidized (1)

		subsistence (11)

		substantial (1)

		subsurface (1)

		successfully (1)

		suicides (1)

		summarize (1)

		summary (1)

		summer (3)

		Summertime (1)

		sunk (2)

		supplement (1)

		supplies (3)

		supply (1)

		support (6)

		supports (1)

		sure (29)

		surface (4)

		surprised (1)

		survived (1)

		surviving (1)

		System (5)



		T

		table (4)

		tailings (4)

		talk (6)

		talked (3)

		talking (6)

		Tami (2)

		tankers (1)

		Taylor (1)

		team (5)

		technical (3)

		technically (1)

		technique (1)

		teleconference (1)

		ten (8)

		terms (1)

		test (1)

		testify (2)

		testimonies (1)

		testimony (2)

		thanks (4)

		therefore (1)

		thorough (1)

		thought (2)

		thousand (1)

		thousands (2)

		three (18)

		three-year (1)

		timeline (1)

		times (1)

		titles (1)

		today (12)

		today's (1)

		together (1)

		tons (4)

		took (1)

		top (1)

		topics (1)

		total (4)

		touch (1)

		tow (2)

		towards (2)

		tows (4)

		traditional (4)

		traffic (14)

		Trail (1)

		training (1)

		Trans-Alaska (1)

		transfer (1)

		transferred (1)

		transferring (1)

		translate (1)

		translating (1)

		translation (2)

		translator (2)

		transmitted (1)

		transport (2)

		Transportation (3)

		transporting (1)

		trapping (2)

		travel (1)

		traveled (1)

		traveling (1)

		treated (1)

		treatment (2)

		tribal (11)

		tribal-to-tribal (1)

		tribes (7)

		tributaries (1)

		tried (1)

		trucks (2)

		try (5)

		trying (3)

		Tuluksak (2)

		turbulence (1)

		turn (4)

		turning (1)

		two (15)

		type (2)

		types (1)



		U

		under (4)

		underscore (1)

		understandable (1)

		understands (1)

		underway (1)

		UNIDENTIFIED (2)

		United (1)

		unpredictable (1)

		unusable (1)

		up (38)

		upper (1)

		upriver (5)

		URS (6)

		usage (1)

		use (10)

		used (15)

		useful (2)

		uses (2)

		using (2)

		usually (1)

		utilize (1)



		V

		Valley (2)

		value (3)

		valve (1)

		valves (1)

		varies (1)

		various (7)

		vegetation (3)

		vehicles (3)

		Vernon (1)

		versus (1)

		village (1)

		villages (4)

		visit (1)

		visual (1)

		votes (1)



		W

		Walsh (1)

		waste (9)

		watching (2)

		Water (32)

		watering (2)

		waters (2)

		Watershed (1)

		way (19)

		ways (3)

		weather (1)

		website (17)

		week (2)

		Welcome (6)

		west (5)

		wet (1)

		wetland (1)

		wetlands (7)

		what's (1)

		whichever (1)

		wide (2)

		Wildlife (10)

		Williams (11)

		wind (1)

		winds (3)

		winter (1)

		within (1)

		without (3)

		wonder (2)

		wondering (2)

		word (4)

		words (1)

		work (16)

		worked (2)

		workforce (4)

		working (4)

		wrap (1)

		write (1)

		written (7)



		Y

		year (14)

		yearly (1)

		years (30)

		yellow (1)

		YK (1)

		Yoder (3)

		young (3)

		yous (1)

		Yukon (2)

		Yukon-Kuskokwim (2)

		Yup'ik (2)



		[

		[inaudible] (1)

		[indecipherable] (1)

		[indicating] (1)

		[ph] (1)












                                                                         1







            1    

                 

            2    

                 

            3    

                 

            4    

                 

            5                       DONLIN GOLD PROJECT 

                               ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

            6                         SCOPING MEETING

                 

            7                          AKIAK, ALASKA

                 

            8                      Taken January 31, 2013

                                  Commencing at 1:25 p.m.

            9    

                             Volume I - Pages 1 - 63, inclusive

           10    

                 

           11    

                                          Taken at

           12                         Community Center

                                       Akiak, Alaska

           13    

                 

           14    

                 

           15    

                 

           16    

                 

           17    

                 

           18    

                 

           19    

                 

           20    

                 

           21    

                 

           22    

                 Reported by:

           23    Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

                 

           24    



           25    











                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         2







            1                      A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E-S

                 

            2    For U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

                 

            3         Don Kuhle

                      Project Manager

            4    

                 For URS:

            5              

                      Taylor Brelsford

            6         Project Manager

                           

            7         Moxie Alexie   

                      Rural Outreach Coordinator

            8    

                 For Bureau of Land Management:

            9              

                      Jenny Blanchard

           10         Archeologist 

                      

           11    For Alaska Department of Health and Social Services:

                 

           12         Sarah Yoder

                      CSTE Fellow

           13    

                 For Alaska Department of Natural Resources:

           14    

                      Jeff Bruno

           15         State of Alaska Project Coordinator

                 

           16    For U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:

                 

           17         Tami Fordham

                      Alaska Resources Extraction Tribal Policy Advisor

           18    

                 Taken by:

           19    

                      Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

           20    

                 

           21    BE IT KNOWN that the aforementioned proceedings were taken 



           22    at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before 



           23    Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary 



           24    Public within and for the State of Alaska.



           25    











                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         3







            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So folks, I think we might 



            3    get started.  If we can invite you to find seats, we might 



            4    get underway.  So thanks to everybody for coming this 



            5    afternoon.  I think we might get started with the 



            6    presentation.  But we would like to start with an 



            7    invocation.  And Mike Williams has offered to say a word 



            8    to get us started in a good way.  



            9              (Invocation offered by Michael Williams.)



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to 



           11    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project 



           12    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My 



           13    name is Don Kuhle with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and 



           14    I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are 



           15    a few people with URS Alaska, which is the contractor 



           16    that's helping the Corps prepare the EIS, and they are 



           17    Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be 



           18    helping me with the presentation today, also.  



           19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I wanted to say thanks 



           20    again for joining us.  Moxie and I work on the technical 



           21    team that prepares some of the written materials to 



           22    support the Army Corps of Engineers.  I spent some years 



           23    living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillingham and traveled 



           24    a little bit out here years ago.  But it's really great to 



           25    be back and to be a part of this project.  It's very 
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            1    important for people in the region, and we want to be good 



            2    listeners and to learn from people in the region in order 



            3    to prepare a really useful environmental impact statement.  



            4              And let me ask Moxie to say a word, and then we 



            5    want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help 



            6    with translating if we need it.  



            7                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie Alexie.  



            8    Since November of last year -- beginning 2004 through 



            9    November of this last year I worked with AVCP, Inc. out of 



           10    Bethel as a realty officer, and in November, URS, when 



           11    they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS 



           12    Project, they asked me if I wanted to come to work for 



           13    them, and I did.  I accepted the offer and had to move to 



           14    Anchorage.  



           15              Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really important 



           16    to me.  I lived -- I'm originally upriver from Sleetmute, 



           17    a small village upriver from the Donlin Gold mine site, 



           18    five, six miles upriver from the old Red Devil mine.  I 



           19    have four boys, three girls.  And long after I'm gone, my 



           20    kids, my grandkids, they will be -- they will be living 



           21    off the land.  They will be living off the Kuskokwim River 



           22    for their fishing.  And so this project is really 



           23    important to me, probably one of the main reasons why I 



           24    accepted a position with URS when they offered me this job 



           25    to help the Army Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin 
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            1    Gold EIS.  



            2              But this is not my first time here in Akiak.  I 



            3    have been here many times and plan to be back.  If we need 



            4    a translator, if we need a translation, we have Catherine, 



            5    a local lady here; Catherine Williams will translate for 



            6    us if we need one.  Thank you.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This is the agenda for 



            8    today.  We have a slide to provide you with an idea of the 



            9    topics that we will be covering.  We want to talk about 



           10    the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EIS 



           11    milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic overview of 



           12    the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  And then we 



           13    will summarize a few issues as a way of inviting your 



           14    comments.  We encourage you to get involved, and we will 



           15    tell you how to do that. 



           16              Okay.  We are here because Donlin Gold has 



           17    proposed an open pit gold mine ten miles north of Crooked 



           18    Creek.  And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to 



           19    identify and analyze the potential impacts.  The Corps is 



           20    neither a proponent or an opponent of the project.  It's 



           21    Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in making 



           22    permit decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.  



           23    Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS process, 



           24    and they can also help fulfill the public involvement 



           25    requirements for the National Historic Preservation Act.
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            1                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  For the record, I 



            2    don't think we need a translator, so keep going.  



            3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  This 



            4    map gives an orientation to the project area, which 



            5    extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked 



            6    Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River, and it also 



            7    includes the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area 



            8    with little development to date and no existing roads to 



            9    the region.  The proposed mine would require all new 



           10    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  All this 



           11    would be subject to permitting before it could proceed.  



           12              This map gives an idea of the logistics and the 



           13    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation 



           14    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west 



           15    coast ports, west coast from the Lower 48.  The fuel and 



           16    cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from 



           17    ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river 



           18    barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for 



           19    transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would 



           20    then be barged upriver and then off-loaded at a new barge 



           21    landing at Jungjuk port.  The new pipeline indicated in 



           22    yellow there would extend from Cook Inlet to bring in 



           23    natural gas for the mill.  



           24              So now we are going to turn to the EIS process, 



           25    and we will start by explaining why an EIS is prepared in 
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            1    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act, 



            2    or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action 



            3    significantly affecting the quality of the human 



            4    environment.  In this case Donlin Gold has submitted an 



            5    application for permits under section 404 of the Clean 



            6    Water Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  



            7    Issuance of these permits would be a major federal action 



            8    and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts 



            9    of the proposed project.  The EIS, along with other 



           10    applicable laws and regulations, will be used by the Corps 



           11    and other agencies to make their permit decisions.  



           12              This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and 



           13    regional organizations will work together on the EIS.  We 



           14    have several cooperating agency representatives with us 



           15    today, and I'd like to invite them to introduce themselves 



           16    and say a few words about the role of their agencies in 



           17    this EIS process.  We have Jenny Blanchard from the Bureau 



           18    of Land Management.  



           19                    MS. BLANCHARD:  Hi, everybody.  My name is 



           20    Jenny Blanchard, and I'm representing the BLM.  And we are 



           21    a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is 



           22    proposing a natural gas pipeline to help power their mine, 



           23    and that would cross some BLM land, so we have to decide 



           24    whether to give them what we call a right-of-way permit, 



           25    give them permission to build a pipeline across BLM land.  
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            1    So that's why we are cooperating on this project.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have Tami 



            3    Fordham with the Environmental Protection Agency.



            4                    MS. FORDHAM:  I'll come up here.  So hi.  



            5    I'm Tami Fordham.  I work for the Environmental Protection 



            6    Agency out of the Anchorage office, and I haven't been to 



            7    Akiak before, but thank you for having us here to come and 



            8    talk with you.  I used to serve as the tribal liaison for 



            9    this region about five years ago.  Then I took another job 



           10    at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work 



           11    with tribes.  So I'm still part of the tribal program, and 



           12    I'm one of a team of people that work for EPA that are 



           13    working with the Army Corps of Engineers as a cooperating 



           14    agency.  



           15              And while EPA doesn't have any permits to issue 



           16    on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Army 



           17    Corps to develop an environmental impact statement that 



           18    addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean 



           19    air and water, oil and chemical spill planning and 



           20    response, and the National Environmental Policy Act.  We 



           21    also have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air 



           22    and water quality permits, so that's another part of it.  



           23    And we also bring special expertise.  We have a mining 



           24    team.  We also have expertise in air and water monitoring 



           25    and modeling, wetlands, geochemistry, working with tribes 
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            1    to bring in traditional knowledge into decisionmaking 



            2    processes, environmental justice and tribal consultation.  



            3    So a lot of different things that EPA is bringing to the 



            4    project.  



            5              And thank you for having us here.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  We also have Jeff 



            7    Bruno from the State of Alaska.



            8                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the 



            9    Department of Natural Resources.  My primary function on 



           10    this project is to serve as a single point contact for the 



           11    State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the 



           12    applicant.  The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.  



           13    We agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and 



           14    experience to help evaluate the proposed project.  



           15              As you will see on a slide that will come up 



           16    later, the State also has several permits that this 



           17    project would still need to apply for at a later date.  So 



           18    there is still a process for the State to do outside of 



           19    the environmental impact statement.  



           20              Additionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Social 



           21    Services is here, and I'll let her explain kind of what 



           22    her role is on this project.



           23                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  I'm Sarah 



           24    Yoder, and I work for the Alaska Department of Health and 



           25    Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact Assessment 
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            1    Program, and our role in this process is we are doing a 



            2    health impact assessment on the Donlin Gold Project.  And 



            3    part of that work will be integrated into the EIS.  So if 



            4    you have any health-related comments or questions, please 



            5    feel free to talk to me.  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have two other 



            7    federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here 



            8    today.  They are the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the 



            9    Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.  



           10    We also have three tribal governments that are 



           11    participating as cooperating agencies.  They are Crooked 



           12    Creek, Chuathbaluk and Napaimute.  And the Kuskokwim River 



           13    Watershed Council is also a cooperating agency for the 



           14    EIS.  



           15              Donlin Gold Project will require many federal 



           16    permits and consultations, and this slide provides several 



           17    examples.  I'll just let you take a look at that briefly 



           18    and also mention that you can find a much more 



           19    comprehensive list of all the permits and consultations 



           20    and other requirements that can be found in the 



           21    application on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.  



           22              This slide shows the -- there are also many 



           23    permits required from the State of Alaska.  As Jeff 



           24    mentioned, there is a number of agencies involved.  And 



           25    again, since he mentioned a number of those, I'll just let 
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            1    you take a quick look at this.  And again, you can find a 



            2    much more comprehensive list on the project website.  



            3              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in 



            4    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows the six 



            5    major steps that we will be taking from now through 



            6    November 2015.  The first step in the process was the 



            7    Notice of Intent that was published in the Federal 



            8    Register on December 14th.  And that began the scoping 



            9    process, which is where we are at right now, and this 



           10    meeting is part of that.  We are having meetings, 



           11    providing information about the project, explaining the 



           12    EIS process.  And we are also asking for your comments and 



           13    any information you may have.  



           14              The information that we gather in the scoping 



           15    meetings, along with the information provided with 



           16    Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS 



           17    determines are necessary, all that information will be 



           18    used to produce the draft EIS, which is expected to be 



           19    completed about August 2014.  And the dates we are 



           20    providing here are estimates.  They could slip, but that's 



           21    our projection at this point.  



           22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have a 



           23    public review period again in which we will have another 



           24    round of meetings similar to the scoping meetings that we 



           25    are having now.  We will also have the information on the 
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            1    website, and we will be asking people to review the draft 



            2    and provide their comments.  And the information that's 



            3    gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final 



            4    EIS, which is expected to be completed around October 



            5    2015.  And then the final EIS will be used by the various 



            6    agencies in making their permit decisions.  Each agency 



            7    will prepare their own Record of Decision.  



            8              One important thing to notice on this slide is 



            9    the two gold-colored areas.  Those are the best 



           10    opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions 



           11    that you may have about the project so they can all be 



           12    included in the draft EIS.  Any information we receive by 



           13    March 29th will be included in the draft.  



           14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  The word scoping, could 



           15    you define what scoping means as far as -- 



           16                    MR. KUHLE:  Scoping is just a process of 



           17    trying to determine the extent of the -- identifying the 



           18    full extent of the project and providing information about 



           19    the project and, you know, asking questions from the 



           20    public, getting their input and what their issues and 



           21    concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EIS 



           22    process.  It's really just a time period to disseminate 



           23    information and provide information about the project and 



           24    to seek any additional information that can be found and 



           25    could be used to evaluate the project.  
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            1              You are welcome to ask questions, but if you do, 



            2    we would ask that you provide your name at the beginning 



            3    of your question or your statement so that our court 



            4    recorder can have a record of it.  Yes.  



            5                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have 



            6    scholarship programs for our young generation?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm representing the Corps of 



            8    Engineers today, so I'm not the -- I don't have 



            9    information on that, no.  I mean, the Corps of Engineers 



           10    itself, I guess -- I'm not speaking in regard to the 



           11    Donlin Project, but it does have internships and other 



           12    processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could 



           13    go onto the Corp.'s website.



           14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Ivan M. Ivan, Akiak 



           15    Native Community.  I just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps 



           16    of Engineers, how it's set up.  I don't know how big it 



           17    is, but which people from the Corps -- I know they do a 



           18    lot of other stuff, work.  Which areas come out, titles, 



           19    like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps?  Not 



           20    the -- not -- I mean, not -- people that go out to these 



           21    meetings is yourself and others.  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  I am a project manager.  We 



           23    have many project managers that are assigned to various 



           24    projects, and I'm the project manager for the Donlin Gold 



           25    Project EIS.  And I work in the regulatory division.  And 
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            1    the regulatory division is the division that issues the 



            2    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and 



            3    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And that's how 



            4    we are involved.



            5                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  You have other people 



            6    that you could assign or work with?  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  On this project?



            8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  There are other people that 



           10    may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS 



           11    Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the EIS.  



           12    So they will be doing all the technical evaluation.  And 



           13    they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we 



           14    will use the information they develop to prepare the 



           15    Record of Decision for a permit.



           16                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.  



           17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe it would help 



           18    to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the 



           19    bottom, you are going to make a recommendation, but you 



           20    are not signing the Record of Decision.  So who are the 



           21    decisionmakers up above your level?  



           22                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  The actual 



           23    decisionmaker for this project will be the District 



           24    Engineer, which is Colonel Lestochi, who I believe you 



           25    said you had met.  
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            1                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  In Anchorage he would be the 



            3    decisionmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this 



            4    comes to the final EIS.  District Engineer is the person 



            5    that will make the permit decision for the project.



            6                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  I think we finished this 



            8    slide, so we will move on.  We talked about this a little 



            9    bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide 



           10    information and listen to the residents in the affected 



           11    region.  We have broken this into four areas.  The first 



           12    is to provide information about the EIS milestones, which 



           13    we discussed in -- we just got done looking at the 



           14    previous slide explaining that.  



           15              The next is to share information about the 



           16    proposed project, and we will do this more in the 



           17    presentation today.  And information is also available on 



           18    the project website and in the newsletters that are being 



           19    mailed out.  The next two are to identify issues and 



           20    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process 



           21    and to identify useful information from the communities.  



           22    These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to 



           23    help us with.  We would like to know what you would like 



           24    to see addressed in the EIS, and we would like to know if 



           25    you have any information that we can use in making a good 
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            1    decision in the EIS.  



            2              This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.  



            3    The first week we started with the villages nearest the 



            4    project, and then this week we are focusing on the lower 



            5    Kuskokwim River.  In February we will be traveling to the 



            6    Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon, and in March we will 



            7    be going to the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.  



            8              This map is a little busy, but the color scheme 



            9    represents the many subregions of the project area and 



           10    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an 



           11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation 



           12    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in that 



           13    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was 



           14    the closest community to the project and also in Aniak, 



           15    which is a subregional hub.  So for the other subregions, 



           16    we will also have meetings in the subregional hubs.  



           17              I guess that's kind of the end of the 



           18    explanation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that 



           19    we will be going through.  So I guess we will pause here 



           20    to see if there is any other questions on the actual 



           21    process before we go into the project description.  



           22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have 



           23    you already obtained?  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  How many permits?



           25                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have 
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            1    you already obtained?  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware that there are 



            3    any permits other than for -- exploration activities, I'm 



            4    sure, required a number of permits.  There were permits 



            5    from the Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands 



            6    during the exploration.



            7                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have a website 



            8    that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there 



            9    is scoping and getting permits.  And is there a website 



           10    that we can go to to keep us informed?  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  donlingoldeis.com.



           12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Donlin -- 



           13                    MR. KUHLE:  donlingoldeis.com.  It will be 



           14    on the last slide that we show today, too, so if you 



           15    wanted to write it down, or it will be on some of the 



           16    information on the table that you can pick up on your way 



           17    out.  It will be on there.



           18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Is there any 



           19    difficulty permit you are looking at that's really hard to 



           20    obtain?  



           21                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not in the position to -- 



           22    because we are just beginning the evaluation of the 



           23    project, we are still in the scoping phase.  As we get 



           24    further on, I guess every permit from every agency has a 



           25    different process that it goes through, so I guess I can't 
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            1    really say that one is more difficult to obtain than 



            2    another.



            3                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have any really 



            4    big opposing fundamentalist groups in Alaska that are 



            5    objecting to -- to the project?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will know more 



            7    about that when we finish the scoping phase.  I guess we 



            8    have had a large number of concerns expressed so far, but 



            9    I guess I can't say that there is -- I'm not prepared to 



           10    say that there is any particular organization opposed to 



           11    it.



           12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  All right.  Thank you.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So these are very helpful 



           14    questions from our friends.  Let me underscore one or two 



           15    things about the EIS.  Let's remember that Don leads the 



           16    Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by 



           17    Donlin, and this EIS is going to take three years to reach 



           18    answers about the environmental protection and whether it 



           19    is adequate.  That's our job over the next three years.  



           20    We are just starting.  



           21              And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the 



           22    scoping stage, we want to be sure none of the communities 



           23    would be surprised about this, that everybody understands 



           24    there are some permit applications.  Donlin has gone to 



           25    the Army Corps and to the State of Alaska to ask for 
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            1    permits, but until those permits are fully evaluated, 



            2    nothing happens.  This is the evaluation stage.  This is 



            3    the EIS.  It's going to take a while.  It's going to take 



            4    three years at least, and we are just beginning that now 



            5    with the public conversation.  You guys are helping us to 



            6    know what issues are important in your eyes to be sure we 



            7    can address those in the EIS.  



            8              And then one more thing about public 



            9    involvement.  Don had that diagram with circles, two gold 



           10    circles.  Scoping right now where you help set the agenda 



           11    for the EIS, that's the first really important step for 



           12    the public.  But then there was another gold circle.  



           13    Moxie and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on 



           14    the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that 



           15    technical document, but then we come back to all of the 



           16    communities and ask you to look at it, also.  Look at it 



           17    carefully and make sure we didn't miss something, that 



           18    what we say is understandable, it seems clear and 



           19    thorough, that the evaluation is complete.  So the public 



           20    meetings on the draft EIS would be another really 



           21    important opportunity for the communities to help us get 



           22    this evaluation right.  



           23                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we 



           24    move on?  



           25              We will move now to a summary of the mining 
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            1    project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold 



            2    is a 50/50 partnership between two large international 



            3    mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  The Donlin 



            4    Gold deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska 



            5    Native corporations.  Calista Corporation is the 



            6    subsurface owner and Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface 



            7    owner.  It's a very large project.  It's expected to 



            8    produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a 



            9    mining life of 27 and a half years, and there will be -- 



           10    during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of 



           11    ore each day.  



           12              It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would 



           13    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from 



           14    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK 



           15    Delta.  



           16              This area is home to some 66 communities that 



           17    could be affected by the project.  For many communities 



           18    the project might affect lands and resources that are used 



           19    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This 



           20    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements 



           21    with many permits and many agencies involved.  



           22              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows 



           23    the timeline from exploration through closure.  Donlin has 



           24    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies 



           25    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.  
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            1    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the 



            2    first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.  



            3    And at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies 



            4    will decide to issue or to deny the permits.  If the 



            5    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with 



            6    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27 



            7    and a half years of operations.  



            8              At the conclusion of the active life of the 



            9    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and 



           10    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill 



           11    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste 



           12    treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.  



           13    The land would be recontoured and native vegetation would 



           14    be planted.  



           15              Okay.  We will go now to the major components of 



           16    the project, starting with the pipeline and the power 



           17    plant.  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports 



           18    like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold 



           19    and will not generate heat.  Where it crosses major 



           20    rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the 



           21    riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as 



           22    shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  This 



           23    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and 



           24    three forks of the George River, as well as several other 



           25    crossings.  
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            1              The image of the block valve on the right side 



            2    shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off, 



            3    so it would not block access to subsistence use areas.  



            4    The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years to 



            5    provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance by 



            6    Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create a 



            7    road along the right-of-way.  The design would allow 



            8    access, but after construction there will be no improved 



            9    access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.  



           10              This slide shows that the pipeline would start 



           11    at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet.  It would cross 



           12    the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the 



           13    foothills of the Alaska Range and into the Kuskokwim River 



           14    Valley and then continue west to the mine site near 



           15    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent 



           16    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native 



           17    corporation lands.  



           18              Note the blue segment in the middle of the slide 



           19    there.  That's an alternate pipeline corridor that would 



           20    avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would 



           21    separate from the originally proposed route at milepost 



           22    105 and rejoin the primary alignment at milepost 150.  



           23    Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this 



           24    alternative is under consideration, and it will be 



           25    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming 
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            1    summer.  



            2              This slide shows the project components at the 



            3    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.  



            4    Number one is the open pit that would eventually cover 



            5    1,400 acres.  And it will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide 



            6    and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a 



            7    half years of mining.  



            8              The tailings impoundment, which is technically 



            9    referred to as a waste treatment facility, which is number 



           10    two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half 



           11    square miles.  The tailings refer to the powder-like 



           12    material that is left after the gold has been removed from 



           13    the mill.  Number three is a waste rock facility which 



           14    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the 



           15    rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore.  These 



           16    major facilities support the mill and could process 59,000 



           17    tons of ore per day.  



           18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Which way is Donlin -- 



           19    Crooked Creek on that, do you know?  



           20                    MR. KUHLE:  It's running down this way 



           21    [indicating], I believe.  



           22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Okay.  Now, would we 



           23    be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to 



           24    see it from the river?  No?  



           25                    MR. KUHLE:  From the Kuskokwim River?
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            1                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Yeah.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe so.  



            3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's ten miles -- 



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  It's ten miles north of 



            5    Crooked Creek, so it's --



            6              This is an overview of the major transportation 



            7    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port 



            8    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to 



            9    the river barges.  And then after the barges went up the 



           10    river, there would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk for 



           11    off-loading the fuel and the cargo.  From there, there 



           12    would be a 30-mile road, a new road to the mine site.  And 



           13    also near the mine site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.  



           14    And also near the mine site would be a new 



           15    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.  



           16              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would 



           17    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about 



           18    1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres.  The Donlin Gold 



           19    Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim 



           20    River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  The fuel 



           21    barges would be double-hulled, and the navigation season 



           22    would average 110 days per year with about three barge 



           23    tows passing per day, meaning that if you were standing 



           24    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to 



           25    see three barges per day.  It could be two up and one down 
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            1    or one up and two down, but it would be on average three 



            2    barge tows per day.  And each tow would be pushing four 



            3    barges.  



            4              There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per 



            5    season and 58 fuel barge tows per season.  The cargo 



            6    barges would carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would 



            7    carry 173,000 gallons each.  And the shipping season, the 



            8    barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would 



            9    be pretty much the same both during construction and 



           10    during the operations of the project.  



           11                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR [ph]:  I have a 



           12    question.  Have you done an aerial study whether or not if 



           13    the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel 



           14    and what have you is erosion free?  I mean, some areas 



           15    where in -- because I do know the Kuskokwim region has 



           16    erosion problems.  Is this area where you are making this 



           17    impact, would it be safe for it to be built without 



           18    erosion in the future to be a danger?  



           19                    MR. KUHLE:  That's one of the purposes of 



           20    our EIS process is to evaluate that.  We will look at the 



           21    proposed project, and there will be studies done.  And you 



           22    know, we will take the information, the studies that, you 



           23    know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are 



           24    necessary we will do those, and all of that information 



           25    will be used to prepare the draft EIS.  
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            1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Can I ask your name for 



            2    the court reporter?  



            3                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR:  My name is Leonard.  



            4    I'm with Kwethluk Real Estate.  



            5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Leonard's question 



            6    helps us remember that Donlin has proposed some 



            7    engineering design, and they have done some studies about 



            8    ice passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwim River, and 



            9    they believe this is a safe place.  But the purpose of the 



           10    EIS is to evaluate, to look again at the engineering 



           11    design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to 



           12    confirm that the design would be safe and would avoid any 



           13    damage, any risk of fuel loss from the storage area.  



           14                    MS. PANQALQALRIA IVAN:  Last fall there 



           15    was a barge around Kwethluk area that went in the water.  



           16    Will your barges be newly bought or will they be 



           17    secondhand?  



           18                    MR. KUHLE:  Will the barges be new or 



           19    secondhand?  You know, that's -- the barges, I'm sure, 



           20    will be up to Coast Guard standards.  You know, we will 



           21    make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans 



           22    that have been identified, but I -- you know, I don't know 



           23    that new or used barges -- you know, that's not something 



           24    we look at.  We will look to make sure that there is plans 



           25    in place for assuring safe operations.  
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            1                    MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND:  Gloria Cleveland, 



            2    member of Akiak Native Community.  Will the pipeline be 



            3    monitored?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline, yes, I'm sure it 



            5    will be monitored.  They have -- trying to think of the -- 



            6    stations every 20 miles.  



            7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It has pressure monitoring 



            8    and then valves every 20 miles.  



            9                    MR. KUHLE:  And they will have a pigging 



           10    station which will run through the pipe to, you know, 



           11    check to make sure it's in good condition.  I'm not sure 



           12    of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating 



           13    agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 



           14    Administration, and they will be responsible for ensuring 



           15    the safety of the pipeline.  



           16                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Sam George, Akiak 



           17    Community Council.  On the barges, there is the question 



           18    of the ownership of the barges that will be used for 



           19    transporting the cargo.  I think it's very important to 



           20    note that they should have, like, the one that -- that 



           21    sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old 



           22    barge.  And I think you guys should make a note that 



           23    whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly 



           24    new barges.  



           25              And the other concern is the -- the water levels 
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            1    of the Kuskokwim, it varies yearly.  Sometimes it's low.  



            2    And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, like 



            3    below Kalskag, I have seen a barge that was stuck up there 



            4    and they -- they had to use -- I forget what kind 



            5    of equipment they had in the front of the barges, and I 



            6    was afraid they were hitting the river bottom to keep them 



            7    where they were going.  I think those need to be 



            8    identified in the EIS process.  



            9              And because we depend on the fish, I think 



           10    that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns 



           11    that I have is the traffic that's going to be as a result 



           12    of this project.  And we -- and the fish that we gather, 



           13    we have people that fish at various parts of the day or 



           14    night or whatever [inaudible].  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  We will have those comments in 



           16    the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in 



           17    the draft EIS.  Thank you.  



           18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is another 



           19    question over here, Don.  Is there another question?  No.  



           20                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  My name is David 



           21    Gilila, Sr.  The first question is in reference to the 



           22    natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to 



           23    the Donlin there.  Some years ago, two or three years ago, 



           24    the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural 



           25    gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of 
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            1    the meetings, there was an individual that reported there 



            2    was a depletion of the natural gas in that area.  My 



            3    question would be:  How -- in the event that there isn't 



            4    enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek -- 



            5    if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching 



            6    that line when -- when it might not be used for the length 



            7    of that mine?  That's my first question there.  



            8              The next one is in reference to air quality and 



            9    diesel emission.  I know there is going to be one plant.  



           10    I know there is going to be multiple burning and 



           11    [indecipherable].  How much of that -- I don't know if 



           12    there was any done in reference to the mines down in the 



           13    Lower 48 that are operating now in reference to air 



           14    quality.  You know, anything that comes out of the chimney 



           15    goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other 



           16    areas away from the mining project.  It can reach all the 



           17    way down to the coast.  It depends on how strong the wind 



           18    is.  



           19              In reference to that, at one point in time 



           20    the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in 



           21    Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that 



           22    dropped up into the Arctic area.  In reference to that, my 



           23    question is going to be how -- how much of that emissions 



           24    coming out of that -- them chimneys, what the amount would 



           25    be in reference to chemicals that is detrimental to the 
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            1    environment outside of the proposed mine area?  



            2              The other one is right now the barges that come 



            3    up the river are deteriorating private lands with the 



            4    route of the barges.  I know there is three that I can 



            5    identify.  One is above Kwethluk.  When they turn, they 



            6    literally -- I don't know what the word would be, but they 



            7    touch the bank when they are turning, and those props, 



            8    they raise a lot of turbulence behind them.  And as a 



            9    result, there is an erosion problem above Kwethluk, which 



           10    is private land.  That would be another question.  If -- 



           11    looking at the estimated transportation of them barges, I 



           12    know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in 



           13    that area.  



           14              Another one is just above it where that bends, 



           15    what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to 



           16    the Kuskokwim, even there the barges are doing the same 



           17    thing and creating a little island between the main 



           18    Kuskokwim that goes over to the right side of the river 



           19    that goes out to the main river that goes over towards 



           20    Akiachak.  That area is -- if -- if I'm not mistaken, 



           21    maybe ten years from now, maybe not -- might not happen -- 



           22    that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are 



           23    concerned.  You might be able to take a skiff through 



           24    there, through the bank of that river there.  



           25              So in reference to the mine itself, there is a 
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            1    mention here in reference to surface water diverting.  My 



            2    question in reference to that:  How are they diverting 



            3    these little creeks here?  Are they creating natural -- 



            4    not natural -- manmade dams on the headwaters of these 



            5    creeks?  And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that 



            6    goes over to -- goes to the mine there, and there is 



            7    tributaries that are going out through that main creek 



            8    there, are they damning those?  And the same question, are 



            9    they creating manmade ponds?  



           10              Groundwater consumption, what kind of 



           11    groundwater are they talking about?  Are they talking 



           12    about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to 



           13    use it, or what?  What kind of consumption?  Is it for 



           14    human consumption?



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will talk a little 



           16    bit about that later on.  If you are wanting me -- you 



           17    want me to -- I guess I could try to answer some of your 



           18    questions now, but the list is getting kind of long.  Are 



           19    you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a 



           20    response at this point?



           21                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  These are the 



           22    questions that I am asking.  Hopefully anybody that is 



           23    with the scoping group here would be able to answer.  



           24    Other than that, maybe on the second round, maybe somebody 



           25    would be able to send us these questions to the point 
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            1    where maybe we could understand.  And you are talking 



            2    about mine dewatering.  What exactly -- so you will be 



            3    covering what -- these three in reference to water, then, 



            4    huh?  



            5                    MR. KUHLE:  We will just briefly explain 



            6    what -- some of the issues we anticipate.  It's good -- 



            7    these are all questions that are good to bring up to make 



            8    sure they are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your 



            9    comments on the barges and the erosion.  And you are 



           10    mentioning some very specific information there, and 



           11    that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.  



           12              So you know, your comments that you have made so 



           13    far have been recorded, but if you have any more specific 



           14    information like that, you know, I would encourage you -- 



           15    you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead 



           16    and submit that either through one of our questionnaires 



           17    or through the website.  You can either e-mail it or mail 



           18    it to us, or you can call me.  I'll have my phone number 



           19    on here, and I can help you get that information to us.  



           20              But those are the types of things that we are 



           21    looking for is the specific information.  You know, you 



           22    mentioned the pipeline, air emissions and the surface 



           23    water diversion.  A lot of that information is already 



           24    available on the website.  There is what is -- you know, 



           25    as URS goes through, you know, they are looking at the 
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            1    information and the studies that Donlin has already done, 



            2    and they will determine what additional work or studies or 



            3    information is necessary.  And as part of the EIS process, 



            4    they will gather that information and it will go into the 



            5    draft EIS which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when 



            6    we expect that to be completed.  



            7              So it's good that you get your questions and 



            8    concerns to us now because anything you mention today in 



            9    the scoping meeting or submit to us before March 29th will 



           10    be addressed in the EIS.  So as I said in advance, you 



           11    have asked a number of questions here.  I think a lot of 



           12    that information, you know, has been -- you know, there 



           13    has been work and studies done in those regards already, 



           14    and there is additional work that will be done.  So you 



           15    know, I just kind of wanted to make that point.  If you 



           16    have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we 



           17    will go on here.  We have -- in fact, after the next slide 



           18    I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any other 



           19    questions.  Maybe we will do that.



           20                    MS. FORDHAM:  And Don -- David, you 



           21    mentioned a very specific slough, and I don't know if Mary 



           22    captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want 



           23    to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the 



           24    analysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get 



           25    that name correct.
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            1                    MR. KURT FARN:  Kurt Farn, Akiak.  Even if 



            2    the pipeline of natural gas goes through, you are still 



            3    going to need that much fuel to run that operation?  



            4                    MR. KUHLE:  The fuel is mostly for diesel 



            5    fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the large 



            6    shovels and trucks that will haul the -- you know, the 



            7    rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mill 



            8    and the waste rock and just moving all the material 



            9    around.  That's -- there is lots of equipment that, you 



           10    know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they -- 



           11    you know, natural gas, I believe, is more economical, so 



           12    they'll use that as much as they can.



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the natural gas is used 



           14    to run the electrical generator, and much of the 



           15    machinery, especially in the mill, is run by electricity.  



           16    So that's what that big natural gas generator is for.  But 



           17    the mobile trucks, the big equipment, still runs on 



           18    diesel.  So both energy sources are needed for the 



           19    operation of the mine.



           20                    MR. KURT FARN:  That's quite a bit.  If 



           21    the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard 



           22    to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.  



           23    You would be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go 



           24    through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be 



           25    able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because 
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            1    that plant runs off gas.  



            2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for your 



            3    comment.  



            4                    MS. FORDHAM:  The comment about 



            5    alternatives -- 



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, that's good.  We will be 



            7    evaluating the various alternatives, you know, the 



            8    pipeline as part of -- I guess we haven't identified all 



            9    the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel will be 



           10    evaluated in the various alternatives.  



           11              Okay.  This slide shows the construction camp, 



           12    which would have 2,500 beds during the construction 



           13    period, and it would support a construction workforce of 



           14    up to 3,000 jobs.  And this includes some smaller remote 



           15    camps for pipeline construction.  The permanent camp would 



           16    have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400 



           17    employees working shifts, meaning that only about half of 



           18    the total workforce would be on site at any given time.  



           19              So we were planning at this point to pause and 



           20    see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from 



           21    Moxie or Vernon regarding the translation.  Do we need to 



           22    do that?  I think everybody seems to understand pretty 



           23    well.  So we will move on.  And I'll have one more chance 



           24    for questions on the parts of the project or the project 



           25    itself before we move on to some of the issues that we 
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            1    expect to review.  



            2              If there is no questions -- yes.  



            3                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Are you 



            4    starting the comment period now or taking testimonies 



            5    right now?  



            6                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  We will do that -- I 



            7    mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with 



            8    the slides.  



            9                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Thank you.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move on now to 



           11    several slides of examples of issues and concerns that we 



           12    expect to evaluate.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the 



           13    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  And 



           14    one major area of concern is water resources.  The project 



           15    is designed to have no discharge of mine-contacted water 



           16    away from the mine site, but there can still be concerns, 



           17    and some examples are noted on this slide.  



           18              Streams and other surface waters would be 



           19    diverted away from and around the mining activities in 



           20    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.  



           21    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining 



           22    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.  



           23    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower 



           24    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby 



           25    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements, 
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            1    could generate acid or leach minerals, and therefore waste 



            2    rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully 



            3    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine 



            4    site.  



            5              Air quality is also important, and this slide 



            6    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several 



            7    sources of emissions, including a large number of large 



            8    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust 



            9    create by removing and processing the overburden waste 



           10    rock and the ore.  



           11              Climate change is a growing concern and would 



           12    need to be considered because large amounts of 



           13    hydrocarbons will be burned during mining.  Mercury will 



           14    be looked at in several areas.  Naturally occurring 



           15    mercury or fugitive mercury could be released by exposing 



           16    it during mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur 



           17    during the milling process, and any mercury co-product 



           18    would require careful storage and transport.  Also, given 



           19    the large amounts of fuel and hazardous materials 



           20    involved, safe operating procedures and good response 



           21    plans will be crucial to preventing spills.  



           22              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands 



           23    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel, 



           24    subsistence, and fish and land uses.  The proposed project 



           25    would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this, 
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            1    approximately 10,000 acres would be at the mine site and 



            2    the related infrastructure.  6,000 acres would be along 



            3    the proposed pipeline.  These areas would be impacted by 



            4    excavating, filling, vegetation removal or other 



            5    disturbances.  6,900 acres of the total 16,000 would be 



            6    wetlands.  



            7              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or 



            8    reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and 



            9    there would also be a direct disturbance of individual 



           10    animals in the area.  



           11              Barge traffic we have talked about already.  



           12    There would be a substantial increase in traffic.  And 



           13    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by 



           14    the loss of land to development.  



           15              Here are some more examples of issues and 



           16    concerns, and these are focused on the communities, 



           17    cultural resources, and recreation.  Community life 



           18    during -- during construction there would be a huge new 



           19    workforce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400 



           20    permanent employees, so this would bring new employment 



           21    and income, but it would also have many effects on 



           22    community life and human health.  And cultural resources, 



           23    both historical and archeological sites, that exist in the 



           24    area might be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and 



           25    traditional and cultural properties could also be 
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            1    affected.  And recreation and visual resources, including 



            2    the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by 



            3    new structures and mining operations.  



            4              So to conclude, we know that this proposed 



            5    project and land and resources are important to you, and 



            6    we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to 



            7    get involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing the 



            8    most important thing by being here and participating in a 



            9    scoping meeting.  You can find additional information on 



           10    the project on the donlingoldeis.com website, and you can 



           11    also submit a comment form there.  You can contact me 



           12    directly if you have any concerns.  That's my direct phone 



           13    line, (907) 753-2780.  And my e-mail address is there, as 



           14    well.  



           15              For tribal matters, you can contact Amanda 



           16    Shearer.  She's the Corps of Engineers tribal liaison, and 



           17    that's her direct phone number and her e-mail address.  



           18    Tribal governments also, in addition to participating in 



           19    the EIS process, can participate in 



           20    government-to-government consultation.  If you would like 



           21    to do that, you can contact either Amanda or myself.  



           22    Amanda is, as I said, our tribal liaison.  



           23              So we would like to hear your questions and 



           24    comments.  And we put up here some ideas to show you the 



           25    type of scoping comments that we are looking for.  We are 
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            1    looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed 



            2    in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and 



            3    effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you 



            4    may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out 



            5    about any important information available in your 



            6    community.  And if you do have any written comments -- 



            7    I'll open it up for testimony here and any other questions 



            8    you may have.  



            9              If you do have any written comments, we ask that 



           10    you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make 



           11    sure that they are fully recorded.  



           12                    MR. GEORGE GUY:  Can I start off?  Because 



           13    we have a plane to catch.  My name is George Guy.  I'm the 



           14    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  But I have 



           15    written testimony to make on the proposed mine.  And I do 



           16    thank you, Mr. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comment 



           17    on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environmental impact 



           18    statement.  



           19              For the record, my name is George Guy.  I'm the 



           20    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  I'm also on 



           21    the board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which I 



           22    must remain neutral on this project.  But today I'm 



           23    speaking on behalf of Kwethluk, Incorporated.  Like many 



           24    other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokwim 



           25    Region, we are mainly Yup'ik Eskimo language speaking 
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            1    Alaska residents and basically live a subsistence, 



            2    fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for 



            3    cash scarce area.  Commercial fisheries and other seasonal 



            4    or odd jobs supplement this lifestyle.  Salmon is our main 



            5    staple food, a renewable resource.  



            6              In behalf of the shareholders of Kwethluk, 



            7    Incorporated and the residents, I would like to comment on 



            8    the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  Based on our 



            9    historically traditional and customary subsistence, 



           10    hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and 



           11    primarily on the barge traffic.  As Mr. David Gilila 



           12    indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our 



           13    lands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwim River.  



           14              Basically when the Kuskokwim River is full of 



           15    salmon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short 



           16    span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our 



           17    renewable resources, the salmon might be affected by the 



           18    barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets 



           19    that we utilize to harvest salmon.  And that will impact 



           20    our people, our salmon, and our eroding lands through the 



           21    barge traffic community from the mouth of the Kuskokwim 



           22    River all the way up to the proposed mine site.  It takes 



           23    a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our 



           24    renewable resources to implement our needs.  



           25              Some of the potential damages that might occur, 
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            1    barges might collide with boats, nets.  And as nowadays we 



            2    are under combat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the 



            3    codes and regulations that we have to abide by, and there 



            4    is limited openings and closures of fishing of all the 



            5    salmon species migrating up and down the Kuskokwim River.  



            6    Salmon fish, jacks and mature salmon and the erosion of 



            7    the river banks by the barges.  Make sure that the 



            8    proposed project is done in an environmentally sound and 



            9    safe way.  



           10              And in closing, on behalf of the shareholders of 



           11    Kwethluk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, I 



           12    thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this 



           13    project that will have a long-term effect if it becomes a 



           14    reality.  Thank you.  



           15                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you for your comments.  



           16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We asked folks to sign if 



           17    they wanted to testify.  So maybe we will go to the list, 



           18    but I think this was a good point.  If anybody has to 



           19    leave early, maybe we want to make room for them to go 



           20    early.  Mike, you are signed up first on the list, but 



           21    let's be sure if anybody else has a plane soon, that they 



           22    have an opportunity to speak before we wrap up.



           23                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  I have to catch my 



           24    dog team.  



           25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  If anybody has a dog team 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        43







            1    to catch before they have to go.  So Mike Williams will be 



            2    the first person.  So let's hear your comments.



            3                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Hello.  My name is 



            4    Michael Williams.  I am one of the members of the Akiak 



            5    Native Community IRA Council for a long time and also a 



            6    subsistence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog musher here 



            7    in Akiak for a long time, ever since I can remember.  You 



            8    know, after I went to boarding school, along with Moxie 



            9    here -- or Moxie is older than me, so he graduated earlier 



           10    than me from the same school in Oregon.  



           11              But anyway, I wanted to make comments on the 



           12    Donlin Gold Project.  You know, ever since there was a 



           13    thought for a gold mine up in Crooked Creek, you know, we 



           14    were very concerned about the river and the impacts that 



           15    it may have on our people and the Kuskokwim River, 



           16    although the economic opportunities, the jobs, and we 



           17    understand that.  And when we raise concerns, it -- we 



           18    were thought of being against a gold mine, and we were 



           19    not.  We were concerned about the mercury emissions, 



           20    mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring 



           21    because mercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in 



           22    the rocks and hills.  And when you disturb the land, then 



           23    it happens.  But that was our concern, that it may affect 



           24    our salmon.  We depend on salmon for our subsistence way 



           25    of life.  
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            1              And in turn, our concern was the impact on 



            2    health because the status of our Native health is -- you 



            3    know, we have highest rates of cancer deaths and we have 



            4    highest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates 



            5    of health-related deaths.  And our health status is very, 



            6    very challenging right now.  And I think with the impact 



            7    also on housing was a concern, as well, because a lot of 



            8    our people don't have enough housing.  And with the influx 



            9    of people, then housing, need for housing will also impact 



           10    us.  So coupled with the increase of people here, an 



           11    increase of possible sexually transmitted diseases, 



           12    alcohol, drugs that are being brought in from the outside 



           13    when there is cash influx and when people have influx of 



           14    economic development.  Those things that we see were very 



           15    concerning to us.  



           16              We want to protect our languages, our cultures 



           17    here because -- because of the impact for 30 years, it's 



           18    going to have the biggest impact in the history of our 



           19    region.  You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak, 



           20    NYAC mine, and we had -- the government had brought in 



           21    laplanders across there in Akiak, but we seemed to have 



           22    protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and 



           23    strong; but nevertheless, we were impacted by diseases 



           24    that were brought in from the outside, and there were 



           25    great deaths.  You know, there was massive deaths.  And 
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            1    there was a hospital here, and a lot of people came from 



            2    all over the region to be treated here.  But a lot of them 



            3    died and we buried them here.  They couldn't have no -- 



            4    they didn't have the capacity to go back.  



            5              But in terms of human health, we have to make 



            6    sure that we do an assessment on health impacts or health 



            7    status of the community, alcohol, physical health, 



            8    emotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we 



            9    have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an 



           10    impact in diminishing the status of our health, but to 



           11    increase the status, health status of our people 



           12    physically, emotionally, mentally, et cetera.  So I just 



           13    wanted to make sure that health impact assessments are 



           14    done and in a way that we will increase human health 



           15    instead of decreasing impacts on human health.  



           16              Again, our subsistence way of life must be 



           17    protected.  Our salmon must be protected, making sure that 



           18    we continue our way of life.  I know the salmon are being 



           19    impacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to 



           20    maintain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our 



           21    livelihood, despite, you know, if mining goes, then do 



           22    everything we can to protect our water resource.  We 



           23    depend on water and clean water, and without that water, 



           24    we are dead.  



           25              But I think those are, in my mind, the impacts 
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            1    on health, impacts on our subsistence resources, and the 



            2    issue of the erosion.  If we could have -- you know, our 



            3    erosion in Akiak was impacted this past spring by -- this 



            4    past summer by high winds and storms, and we lost about 



            5    200 feet already.  And the Army Corps of Engineers' 



            6    projections were exceeded this past summer.  So we lost 



            7    about 200 feet of land for erosion.  And with that 



            8    increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger 



            9    impact on our community.  So I think erosion protection on 



           10    our villages would be helpful.  With two and a half, three 



           11    barges a day increased, it's going to have a major impact.  



           12    And I agree with David Gilila who made that earlier 



           13    statement on some of the impacts that he identified.  



           14              But again, I think if Donlin Creek is going to 



           15    be developed, the tribal governments must be on the table.  



           16    Our ways must be protected, and our ways of life must be 



           17    protected instead of damaged.  And I think it can be 



           18    developed in a way that all the protections can be there.  



           19              But those are my comments.  And I will make 



           20    written comments on your website, whichever.  But I just 



           21    wanted to make those -- point those potential impacts to 



           22    our communities.  And hopefully that our people, our young 



           23    people will be -- if it is developed, if the mine is 



           24    developed, that the job opportunities are realized by our 



           25    young people with -- you know, with training and 
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            1    educational opportunities that go along with it.  But 



            2    we -- but we -- we must be prepared post the mining life, 



            3    and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik 



            4    people that we have survived over thousands of years here.  



            5    And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC mine 



            6    and other economic opportunities here, and we need to keep 



            7    that in kind.  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  David Gilila is next on 



           10    the list.  I don't know if there are additional comments, 



           11    if David is still with us.  Catherine Williams.  Nikolai 



           12    Alexie.  



           13                    MR. NIKOLAI ALEXIE:  Thank you.  My name 



           14    is Nikolai Alexie.  I'm from Kwethluk.  I just have mostly 



           15    questions.  So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed 



           16    to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection 



           17    of rainwater, the amount of water used daily, and the 



           18    recycled water after it's unusable?  In some years, the 



           19    natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fluctuates.  



           20    We have dry years and wet years.  



           21              If after the completion of the mine, how will 



           22    the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is 



           23    too much precipitation in one year?  All that overflowing 



           24    water, where do you think it's going?  It will go -- it 



           25    has to go somewhere.  So that's my question.  Quyana.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



            2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Next would be Nick Ayapau.  



            3                    MR. NICK AYAPAU:  My name is Nick Ayapau.  



            4    I'm from Kwethluk.  And I have two comments, I guess.  One 



            5    is regarding the erosion, which most of us talked about, 



            6    but I guess I have a question.  In aerial photos that we 



            7    can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how 



            8    the damage that it had from the barges going up and down 



            9    without, you know, the proposed three, I think it will add 



           10    more.  And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has 



           11    been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while 



           12    I have been watching it.  And it's like -- I have a fish 



           13    camp near where that is, and when we go out to the river, 



           14    we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and 



           15    I know that if that part opens up more, it's going to 



           16    affect Kwethluk.  



           17              And right now -- last year Kwethluk residents, 



           18    Kwethluk IRA Council had moved four houses to relocate 



           19    them.  And I think if we -- if the barges go up and down 



           20    that way, I think that's going to be -- and I was 



           21    wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to 



           22    relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or -- 



           23    you know, it's just a question.  



           24              But that's our concern right there.  We have -- 



           25    the reason that I'm requesting aerial photos is that when 
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            1    it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it 



            2    has to go through.  And that horseshoe is getting -- you 



            3    know, shrinking.  If it goes through that little land, you 



            4    know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and I think Kwethluk 



            5    has to relocate.  And that's -- that's our -- that's our 



            6    concern.  And we have been watching that, monitoring that 



            7    area.  



            8              And another thing, my comment was the 



            9    response -- the response time of when -- if a barge -- if 



           10    a barge, you know, leaks or whatever, because like a 



           11    fellow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, last year Faulkner 



           12    and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- something 



           13    happened when it was -- I guess it was a storm, and then 



           14    it went down, equipment and some stuff in that little 



           15    barge.  And the response -- I don't know how that response 



           16    went.  I know the City of Kwethluk and IRA Council had 



           17    called somebody from Bethel to do something about that.  



           18    And up to this date we don't have no report on what they 



           19    did.  



           20              Is that going to be the same thing if the 



           21    barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens 



           22    and it's going to affect our fish?  And we have a watering 



           23    point at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down, 



           24    and I think -- and equipment went down and something -- 



           25    the barge itself and the equipment went down.  I don't 
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            1    know what they did after that happened, but our water -- 



            2    our watering point is near that area.  I mean, and they -- 



            3    people have been reporting when they go get water they see 



            4    oil and diesel, and probably metal leaching, too.  And 



            5    that's what maybe Health and Social Services can look into 



            6    in that area.  



            7              So my question was, I wonder how the response 



            8    would be if something happens up, you know, where the -- 



            9    the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever 



           10    happens and then stuff came down and, you know --



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess to try to answer 



           12    your question, I guess, again, we are here for scoping to 



           13    gather comments and information.  And your comments about 



           14    the erosion and the specific information about erosion is 



           15    helpful for the studies that will be done to look at the 



           16    impacts that all this barge traffic will have on the 



           17    river.  



           18              As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard 



           19    about that before, and I don't know what the problem was 



           20    with the response on that.  But I'm sure it will be 



           21    considered as, you know, plans are, you know, developed 



           22    for, you know, dealing or how -- as we look at how all 



           23    this barge traffic would be addressed.  And if there were 



           24    to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place 



           25    to deal with that.  
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            1              But again, you know, that's all helpful 



            2    information.  And, you know, we will -- you know, you have 



            3    made your comments.  It's, you know, on the record.  We 



            4    will take a look at it.  You will be able to look at the 



            5    draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed.  And 



            6    again, if you have any, you know, more specific 



            7    information like that, we would like to hear it.  You 



            8    know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when 



            9    you are talking about a certain slough and what's 



           10    happening over the last ten years so that can be 



           11    considered.  So thank you.  



           12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The next speaker would be 



           13    George Guy.  Additional comments?  Then Ivan M. Ivan, 



           14    please.



           15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  My name is Ivan M. 



           16    Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and IRA Council from 



           17    the Akiak community.  I just want to recap.  My comments 



           18    are not directed at any one individual, but public 



           19    authority within our government system.  Looking back to a 



           20    couple of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP, 



           21    we tried to submit a resolution that didn't pass because 



           22    the executive direction of the regional corporation, I 



           23    believe it was, was against it, and I could not muster 



           24    enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mike made a 



           25    comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the 
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            1    table in all of this.  



            2              The idea was not to stop the process, but to 



            3    have an input into the system to protect life and -- life 



            4    and natural resources on this river system and that this 



            5    project is not small.  And I'd like to -- I hear 



            6    information on the size.  I understand that projections 



            7    are 30 years in operation.  Am I correct?  The estimated 



            8    gold ounces, what are they now?  



            9                    MS. BLANCHARD:  A million ounces a year, I 



           10    believe.



           11                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  A million ounces a year 



           12    versus whatever the value today is.  



           13                    MS. BLANCHARD:  $1,500 an ounce, I think.  



           14                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know what the --   



           15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  I'm trying to get to 



           16    the point of what the impact of that dollar would do to 



           17    our communities, the human factor and, of course, the 



           18    natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection.  And 



           19    if you would consider consultation ongoing as you are 



           20    doing now, in my opinion, consult with the tribes as much 



           21    as you can, allow them the opportunity to input in your 



           22    system into the environmental impact.  We were not able to 



           23    at that time get a resolution passed through the regional 



           24    association when we asked for the tribes to be on the 



           25    table as the rest of them so that we can be represented.  
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            1    And we are going to do the best we can in this process to 



            2    put as much recommendations or information, pro or con, 



            3    into -- to let you know.  



            4              One of the concerns that we have, and I hope -- 



            5    and it was alluded to by Mr. Williams -- we serve on the 



            6    same council here in Akiak -- is the human impact that, 



            7     -- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a lot of 



            8    dollar around, what usually comes with it is alcohol and 



            9    possibly drugs, and that's potential.  That's what we are 



           10    talking about.  If the U.S. Department of Justice or 



           11    someone could be ready to provide support to local 



           12    enforcement -- community enforcement to help them cope 



           13    with this on the way, that should be considered in our -- 



           14    in our opinion.  



           15              It's such a big project, it's going to have a 



           16    pretty heavy human impact.  The biggest concern that we 



           17    have, protect the salmon, mainly the fish and the wildlife 



           18    on the land.  That dollar value of fish and wildlife, I 



           19    couldn't put a dollar amount.  For thousands of years that 



           20    kept us alive.  We would like to see it another thousand 



           21    years ahead of us to continue.  Please put in as much 



           22    protection as possible in all these plans as best as you 



           23    can.  It's -- I can't fathom the amount of impact it will 



           24    have on us.  It's not going to be small.  



           25              The biggest concern our people have is please 
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            1    ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maximum 



            2    amount -- maximum possible and the human impact it would 



            3    have on small communities.  



            4              That's basically my comments.  And my question 



            5    is:  As you said, this is your first time here.  Are we -- 



            6    can we expect other sessions like this in the future so we 



            7    could be sure what comments we make would be considered?  



            8                    MR. KUHLE:  To answer your question, we 



            9    will be back after the draft EIS has been prepared, which 



           10    is expected to be August 2014.  We will have another round 



           11    of public meetings.  And the draft EIS will also address 



           12    all the comments that are made.  So that would be a way to 



           13    see how your comments have been addressed.  And also you 



           14    mentioned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tribal 



           15    consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or myself 



           16    and, you know, express your concerns.  Or you can contact 



           17    us for other -- anytime you want you can contact us for 



           18    government-to-government consultation.  So I encourage you 



           19    to do that.  And again, through March 29th is the scoping 



           20    period.  So feel free to call me or Amanda.  We will be 



           21    glad to discuss it.  If you would like to have a 



           22    teleconference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in 



           23    and see us. 



           24                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  One other question that 



           25    I have is:  The Indian Health Service that provides health 
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            1    service to Native communities like us here is, I believe, 



            2    contracted by Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, if 



            3    I'm not mistaken; that they also be invited to make 



            4    comments in the health issues for our people.  That's all.  



            5    It's just to be careful along the way as best as humanly 



            6    possible.  



            7                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.



            8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  That's all I have.  If 



            9    you have questions, I'll try and answer them.  



           10                    MR. KUHLE:  I would be glad to speak with 



           11    you.  I don't have any specific questions right now.  



           12    Thank you.  



           13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me mention again 



           14    that there is the comment sheets at the back to provide 



           15    comments, any kind of written comments if you would like.  



           16    And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.  



           17    These are self-mailing.  You fold them over, put a stamp 



           18    and there they go.  But it also has the website for the 



           19    Donlin Gold EIS Project.  So a lot of information.  



           20              Somebody asked about the water balance plan, and 



           21    that plan is actually on the website.  It's the proposed 



           22    engineering for water balance, but if you would like to 



           23    look into it in more detail on some of these things, this 



           24    website would have additional background information.  So 



           25    the comment forms could help you find the website address.  
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            1    And we would look forward to having people learn more and 



            2    more about it.  



            3              So then the next person to speak was Demian 



            4    Sigler.  And I know Demian spoke earlier, but we welcome 



            5    more.



            6                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Demian Sigler from 



            7    Akiak.  I wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going 



            8    to open.  Seems like this is the first operation of 



            9    hopefully not many.  Because I've seen that greed of, you 



           10    know, not just Donlin.  Like United States, they -- they 



           11    hunger minerals, all kinds of minerals.  Is this going to 



           12    open the doors for other companies to start saying Alaska 



           13    has a lot of resources?  And are you, like, going to be 



           14    the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in 



           15    our rooms saying that we will support you, but we are 



           16    going to take away from the land?  Is the greed going to 



           17    stop someplace of wanting to take, take, take?  And should 



           18    we stop this process before we are over our heads and we 



           19    can't stop it?  Because I hear a lot of concerns about our 



           20    habitat.  I also have that feeling of economic greed, that 



           21    we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wondering 



           22    how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin 



           23    Creek gets accepted.  Thank you.  



           24                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  



           25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Brenda Lamont perhaps 
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            1    wanted to testify.  There is a check in the box.  Brenda?  



            2    And I think we want to make sure anybody else who has 



            3    comments would be welcome to provide those comments.  I 



            4    believe Sam George is ready to offer some additional 



            5    comments.  



            6                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Yeah, I want to -- I was 



            7    hoping the rest of the crew would come down.  I don't know 



            8    what happened to them.  But I want to comment on the -- 



            9    first I want to thank the Akiak Native Community for 



           10    hosting the -- the meeting here.  And I want to welcome 



           11    the Army Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew 



           12    here to this scoping meeting.  



           13              Ever since the Donlin Creek issue came about, 



           14    you know, one of the major concerns that I have is the -- 



           15    the barge traffic.  And as I stated earlier, you know, the 



           16    water level is always different each year.  And some years 



           17    we have a very low water level.  And like I stated 



           18    earlier, I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they 



           19    are using backhoes to pull themselves up.  And those 



           20    issues need to be addressed by the EIS process.  



           21              And the other concern that I had was the use of 



           22    explosives, you know, the use of dynamite, if they can use 



           23    those kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.  



           24    When they start the extraction process, I'm sure they are 



           25    going to use a lot of explosives during that process.  And 
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            1    I think that needs to be addressed.  



            2              The other area is the snow level that we have 



            3    each year, and the process that -- you know, when the 



            4    melting process goes through, we have a lot of water that, 



            5    you know, overflows.  And that needs to be addressed by 



            6    this process.  And I know when you had the presentation, I 



            7    think my -- the process was like 59,000 tons a day for 



            8    processing.  



            9              And the other concern, I know when I went 



           10    through the comment by our council president, he was 



           11    talking about the fault lines.  And this is the fault line 



           12    that goes from -- that covers that area as far as like 



           13    earthquakes are concerned.  I think those need to be 



           14    addressed by the process.  



           15              The other is wetland restoration.  I know 



           16    sometime ago, Mary from Donlin Creek mentioned that -- 



           17    that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or minerals 



           18    have to set aside monies for wetlands restoration.  And I 



           19    think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.  



           20    And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our 



           21    wetlands to their natural states, I think that should be 



           22    addressed, also.  



           23              And one other concern is the -- the George River 



           24    is the spawning area for the king salmon.  And I know we 



           25    have over the years -- you know, we are seeing less king 
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            1    salmon going up.  And I think that needs to be looked into 



            2    very seriously by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the 



            3    Fish & Game departments.  And looking at the seasonal 



            4    impacts, you know, we have various weather patterns.  We 



            5    have -- like during the winter we have high winds.  



            6    Summertime we also have high winds and continuous 



            7    rainfalls.  You know, those need to be addressed.  



            8              And the other alternative to barging, I think -- 



            9    you know, I don't know.  It's probably too late, but I 



           10    know I mentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road 



           11    alternate that might be considered maybe from the mouth of 



           12    the river to the mine site to bring some -- you know, 



           13    the -- like freight and fuel.  I think that could be 



           14    less -- there would be less impact to the river if there 



           15    was a road.  And I'm sure -- I'm sure one of the ideas 



           16    that I had was if the -- alongside of the river most of 



           17    the land is Native corporation land.  And it would 



           18    probably not cover -- it would probably go through like 



           19    part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that 



           20    alternative, I think, would have less environmental impact 



           21    to like the river because of the -- the water levels are 



           22    very unpredictable because sometimes we have high water 



           23    levels and we have a lot of erosion that we are facing 



           24    right now.  



           25              And the last proposal, I think -- I know I've 
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            1    heard about this from Calista, but I don't know if it's 



            2    really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do 



            3    environmental restoration which would be controlled by the 



            4    tribes, the State, the federal government to restore 



            5    habitat, like if -- if there is -- if there is a disaster 



            6    caused by the mine, I think this fund would be to restore 



            7    fisheries, wetlands.  You can do a lot of things to, you 



            8    know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat, 



            9    fisheries habitat, those sort of things.  And I think -- 



           10    and I know someone mentioned that if there would be a fund 



           11    established -- 



           12              I know looking over the website, in four years 



           13    they are going to extract, like, 1.5 million ounces of 



           14    gold a day -- I mean a year.  Then after four years they 



           15    would go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year 



           16    period the gold mine would be in operation.  And looking 



           17    at the extraction site, it would be two miles long, one 



           18    mile wide and 1,500 feet deep site.  



           19              So it's a very, you know, big project.  And 



           20    there is going to be a lot of money involved; you know, 



           21    billions and billions of dollars, at stake.  So maybe an 



           22    escrow account -- with the absence of like the borough 



           23    government -- we have no borough government out here.  The 



           24    escrow would be -- I know Mike mentioned that; right, 



           25    Mike?  But you know, the -- and I don't know how much 
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            1    Calista would get out of the mine.  



            2              You know, those issues will probably come at a 



            3    later date.  But I want to thank you, again, for the 



            4    opportunity to address the scoping process.  And if I can, 



            5    I'll probably do a written comment.  But if you guys have 



            6    questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.  



            7    And their number is 825-4328, the office number.  And you 



            8    can try to get ahold of me from there.  Thanks.  



            9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Any additional comments or 



           10    concerns?



           11                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I think 



           12    there has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges 



           13    going up and down.  And just a few miles above Akiak, they 



           14    have been beaching and dumping gravel and changing the -- 



           15    the river flow.  And it has caused erosion problems here 



           16    in a bad way.  But beyond four or five miles above Akiak, 



           17    that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they 



           18    need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to 



           19    be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be 



           20    very -- you know, the -- a lot of those gravel barges have 



           21    to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching 



           22    in some of the salmon areas above Akiak here between here 



           23    and Tuluksak.  So I think they need to be very careful 



           24    between here and Tuluksak to make sure that they go 



           25    through the right channels.  
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            1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd like to 



            2    talk to you a little bit after about that.  That's 



            3    separate from the Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if 



            4    you will be here a little bit, I'll talk to you afterwards 



            5    about that.  



            6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's see if there are any 



            7    other comments, and we will move towards closing in a few 



            8    minutes.  But we want to be sure we have had a chance to 



            9    learn everything you all have to offer.  Maybe we have to 



           10    make a few thank yous to close the meeting.  



           11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for coming.  



           12    And again, we encourage you to visit our website, 



           13    donlingoldeis.com, or contact me directly.  And we look 



           14    forward to your comments.  



           15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And thanks to the folks 



           16    who helped us get the room set up, the equipment, all of 



           17    that.  We really appreciate the welcome, and we look 



           18    forward to coming back before too long.  



           19              (Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m.)



           20               



           21               



           22               



           23               



           24               



           25               
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So folks, I think we might

  3    get started.  If we can invite you to find seats, we might

  4    get underway.  So thanks to everybody for coming this

  5    afternoon.  I think we might get started with the

  6    presentation.  But we would like to start with an

  7    invocation.  And Mike Williams has offered to say a word

  8    to get us started in a good way.

  9              (Invocation offered by Michael Williams.)

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to

 11    the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project

 12    environmental impact statement, also known as an EIS.  My

 13    name is Don Kuhle with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and

 14    I'm the project manager for the EIS.  Also here today are

 15    a few people with URS Alaska, which is the contractor

 16    that's helping the Corps prepare the EIS, and they are

 17    Taylor Brelsford and Moxie Alexie.  And they will be

 18    helping me with the presentation today, also.

 19                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So I wanted to say thanks

 20    again for joining us.  Moxie and I work on the technical

 21    team that prepares some of the written materials to

 22    support the Army Corps of Engineers.  I spent some years

 23    living in Sleetmute and Aniak and Dillingham and traveled

 24    a little bit out here years ago.  But it's really great to

 25    be back and to be a part of this project.  It's very
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  1    important for people in the region, and we want to be good

  2    listeners and to learn from people in the region in order

  3    to prepare a really useful environmental impact statement.

  4              And let me ask Moxie to say a word, and then we

  5    want to introduce and appreciate Catherine for her help

  6    with translating if we need it.

  7                    MR. ALEXIE:  My name is Moxie Alexie.

  8    Since November of last year -- beginning 2004 through

  9    November of this last year I worked with AVCP, Inc. out of

 10    Bethel as a realty officer, and in November, URS, when

 11    they got the contract to -- for the Donlin Gold EIS

 12    Project, they asked me if I wanted to come to work for

 13    them, and I did.  I accepted the offer and had to move to

 14    Anchorage.

 15              Donlin Gold Project is -- it's really important

 16    to me.  I lived -- I'm originally upriver from Sleetmute,

 17    a small village upriver from the Donlin Gold mine site,

 18    five, six miles upriver from the old Red Devil mine.  I

 19    have four boys, three girls.  And long after I'm gone, my

 20    kids, my grandkids, they will be -- they will be living

 21    off the land.  They will be living off the Kuskokwim River

 22    for their fishing.  And so this project is really

 23    important to me, probably one of the main reasons why I

 24    accepted a position with URS when they offered me this job

 25    to help the Army Corps of Engineers prepare this Donlin
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  1    Gold EIS.

  2              But this is not my first time here in Akiak.  I

  3    have been here many times and plan to be back.  If we need

  4    a translator, if we need a translation, we have Catherine,

  5    a local lady here; Catherine Williams will translate for

  6    us if we need one.  Thank you.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  This is the agenda for

  8    today.  We have a slide to provide you with an idea of the

  9    topics that we will be covering.  We want to talk about

 10    the purpose of today's meeting and then about the EIS

 11    milestones.  Next we want to provide a basic overview of

 12    the project as Donlin Gold has proposed it.  And then we

 13    will summarize a few issues as a way of inviting your

 14    comments.  We encourage you to get involved, and we will

 15    tell you how to do that.

 16              Okay.  We are here because Donlin Gold has

 17    proposed an open pit gold mine ten miles north of Crooked

 18    Creek.  And the Corps of Engineers is preparing an EIS to

 19    identify and analyze the potential impacts.  The Corps is

 20    neither a proponent or an opponent of the project.  It's

 21    Donlin Gold's project, and the EIS will be used in making

 22    permit decisions by the Corps and by other agencies.

 23    Scoping meetings are the first step in the EIS process,

 24    and they can also help fulfill the public involvement

 25    requirements for the National Historic Preservation Act.
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  1                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  For the record, I

  2    don't think we need a translator, so keep going.

  3                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  This

  4    map gives an orientation to the project area, which

  5    extends from Cook Inlet to the mine site north of Crooked

  6    Creek and down to the lower Kuskokwim River, and it also

  7    includes the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  This is a remote area

  8    with little development to date and no existing roads to

  9    the region.  The proposed mine would require all new

 10    infrastructure, including roads and a pipeline.  All this

 11    would be subject to permitting before it could proceed.

 12              This map gives an idea of the logistics and the

 13    supply links for the proposed mine.  Transportation

 14    logistics for the mine include fuel and cargo from west

 15    coast ports, west coast from the Lower 48.  The fuel and

 16    cargo -- fuel would be transferred in Dutch Harbor from

 17    ocean-going tankers to barges and then again to river

 18    barges in Bethel.  Cargo supplies would go to Bethel for

 19    transfer to the river barges, and fuel and supplies would

 20    then be barged upriver and then off-loaded at a new barge

 21    landing at Jungjuk port.  The new pipeline indicated in

 22    yellow there would extend from Cook Inlet to bring in

 23    natural gas for the mill.

 24              So now we are going to turn to the EIS process,

 25    and we will start by explaining why an EIS is prepared in
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  1    the first place.  The National Environmental Policy Act,

  2    or NEPA, requires an EIS for any major federal action

  3    significantly affecting the quality of the human

  4    environment.  In this case Donlin Gold has submitted an

  5    application for permits under section 404 of the Clean

  6    Water Act andsection 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.

  7    Issuance of these permits would be a major federal action

  8    and require an EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts

  9    of the proposed project.  The EIS, along with other

 10    applicable laws and regulations, will be used by the Corps

 11    and other agencies to make their permit decisions.

 12              This slide shows how many agencies, tribes and

 13    regional organizations will work together on the EIS.  We

 14    have several cooperating agency representatives with us

 15    today, and I'd like to invite them to introduce themselves

 16    and say a few words about the role of their agencies in

 17    this EIS process.  We have Jenny Blanchard from the Bureau

 18    of Land Management.

 19                    MS. BLANCHARD:  Hi, everybody.  My name is

 20    Jenny Blanchard, and I'm representing the BLM.  And we are

 21    a cooperating agency on this project because Donlin is

 22    proposing a natural gas pipeline to help power their mine,

 23    and that would cross some BLM land, so we have to decide

 24    whether to give them what we call a right-of-way permit,

 25    give them permission to build a pipeline across BLM land.
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  1    So that's why we are cooperating on this project.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have Tami

  3    Fordham with the Environmental Protection Agency.

  4                    MS. FORDHAM:  I'll come up here.  So hi.

  5    I'm Tami Fordham.  I work for the Environmental Protection

  6    Agency out of the Anchorage office, and I haven't been to

  7    Akiak before, but thank you for having us here to come and

  8    talk with you.  I used to serve as the tribal liaison for

  9    this region about five years ago.  Then I took another job

 10    at EPA working on oil, gas and mining issues in our work

 11    with tribes.  So I'm still part of the tribal program, and

 12    I'm one of a team of people that work for EPA that are

 13    working with the Army Corps of Engineers as a cooperating

 14    agency.

 15              And while EPA doesn't have any permits to issue

 16    on this project, we are cooperating to assist the Army

 17    Corps to develop an environmental impact statement that

 18    addresses regulatory requirements and standards for clean

 19    air and water, oil and chemical spill planning and

 20    response, and the National Environmental Policy Act.  We

 21    also have oversite responsibilities for State-issued air

 22    and water quality permits, so that's another part of it.

 23    And we also bring special expertise.  We have a mining

 24    team.  We also have expertise in air and water monitoring

 25    and modeling, wetlands, geochemistry, working with tribes
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  1    to bring in traditional knowledge into decisionmaking

  2    processes, environmental justice and tribal consultation.

  3    So a lot of different things that EPA is bringing to the

  4    project.

  5              And thank you for having us here.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.  We also have Jeff

  7    Bruno from the State of Alaska.

  8                    MR. BRUNO:  I'm Jeff Bruno with the

  9    Department of Natural Resources.  My primary function on

 10    this project is to serve as a single point contact for the

 11    State, for the public, for federal agencies, and for the

 12    applicant.  The State agreed to be a cooperating agency.

 13    We agreed to dedicate staff resources and expertise and

 14    experience to help evaluate the proposed project.

 15              As you will see on a slide that will come up

 16    later, the State also has several permits that this

 17    project would still need to apply for at a later date.  So

 18    there is still a process for the State to do outside of

 19    the environmental impact statement.

 20              Additionally, Sarah Yoder from Health and Social

 21    Services is here, and I'll let her explain kind of what

 22    her role is on this project.

 23                    MS. YODER:  Hi, everyone.  I'm Sarah

 24    Yoder, and I work for the Alaska Department of Health and

 25    Social Services.  I work in the Health Impact Assessment
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  1    Program, and our role in this process is we are doing a

  2    health impact assessment on the Donlin Gold Project.  And

  3    part of that work will be integrated into the EIS.  So if

  4    you have any health-related comments or questions, please

  5    feel free to talk to me.

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We also have two other

  7    federal cooperating agencies that aren't represented here

  8    today.  They are the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the

  9    Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.

 10    We also have three tribal governments that are

 11    participating as cooperating agencies.  They are Crooked

 12    Creek, Chuathbaluk and Napaimute.  And the Kuskokwim River

 13    Watershed Council is also a cooperating agency for the

 14    EIS.

 15              Donlin Gold Project will require many federal

 16    permits and consultations, and this slide provides several

 17    examples.  I'll just let you take a look at that briefly

 18    and also mention that you can find a much more

 19    comprehensive list of all the permits and consultations

 20    and other requirements that can be found in the

 21    application on the project website at donlingoldeis.com.

 22              This slide shows the -- there are also many

 23    permits required from the State of Alaska.  As Jeff

 24    mentioned, there is a number of agencies involved.  And

 25    again, since he mentioned a number of those, I'll just let
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  1    you take a quick look at this.  And again, you can find a

  2    much more comprehensive list on the project website.

  3              Some of you may be familiar with the steps in

  4    preparing an EIS.  The diagram on the right shows the six

  5    major steps that we will be taking from now through

  6    November 2015.  The first step in the process was the

  7    Notice of Intent that was published in the Federal

  8    Register on December 14th.  And that began the scoping

  9    process, which is where we are at right now, and this

 10    meeting is part of that.  We are having meetings,

 11    providing information about the project, explaining the

 12    EIS process.  And we are also asking for your comments and

 13    any information you may have.

 14              The information that we gather in the scoping

 15    meetings, along with the information provided with

 16    Donlin's application and any additional studies that URS

 17    determines are necessary, all that information will be

 18    used to produce the draft EIS, which is expected to be

 19    completed about August 2014.  And the dates we are

 20    providing here are estimates.  They could slip, but that's

 21    our projection at this point.

 22              Once the draft EIS is completed, we will have a

 23    public review period again in which we will have another

 24    round of meetings similar to the scoping meetings that we

 25    are having now.  We will also have the information on the

00012

  1    website, and we will be asking people to review the draft

  2    and provide their comments.  And the information that's

  3    gathered in that process will be used to prepare the final

  4    EIS, which is expected to be completed around October

  5    2015.  And then the final EIS will be used by the various

  6    agencies in making their permit decisions.  Each agency

  7    will prepare their own Record of Decision.

  8              One important thing to notice on this slide is

  9    the two gold-colored areas.  Those are the best

 10    opportunities to make your comments and just ask questions

 11    that you may have about the project so they can all be

 12    included in the draft EIS.  Any information we receive by

 13    March 29th will be included in the draft.

 14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  The word scoping, could

 15    you define what scoping means as far as --

 16                    MR. KUHLE:  Scoping is just a process of

 17    trying to determine the extent of the -- identifying the

 18    full extent of the project and providing information about

 19    the project and, you know, asking questions from the

 20    public, getting their input and what their issues and

 21    concerns are so that those can all be addressed in the EIS

 22    process.  It's really just a time period to disseminate

 23    information and provide information about the project and

 24    to seek any additional information that can be found and

 25    could be used to evaluate the project.
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  1              You are welcome to ask questions, but if you do,

  2    we would ask that you provide your name at the beginning

  3    of your question or your statement so that our court

  4    recorder can have a record of it.  Yes.

  5                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have

  6    scholarship programs for our young generation?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm representing the Corps of

  8    Engineers today, so I'm not the -- I don't have

  9    information on that, no.  I mean, the Corps of Engineers

 10    itself, I guess -- I'm not speaking in regard to the

 11    Donlin Project, but it does have internships and other

 12    processes, but you would have to contact our -- you could

 13    go onto the Corp.'s website.

 14                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Ivan M. Ivan, Akiak

 15    Native Community.  I just wanted the hierarchy, the Corps

 16    of Engineers, how it's set up.  I don't know how big it

 17    is, but which people from the Corps -- I know they do a

 18    lot of other stuff, work.  Which areas come out, titles,

 19    like who -- you are the head man for Army Corps?  Not

 20    the -- not -- I mean, not -- people that go out to these

 21    meetings is yourself and others.

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  I am a project manager.  We

 23    have many project managers that are assigned to various

 24    projects, and I'm the project manager for the Donlin Gold

 25    Project EIS.  And I work in the regulatory division.  And
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  1    the regulatory division is the division that issues the

  2    permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and

  3    section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  And that's how

  4    we are involved.

  5                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  You have other people

  6    that you could assign or work with?

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  On this project?

  8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  There are other people that

 10    may be assisting, but the EIS is being prepared by URS

 11    Corporation, which is the contractor who prepares the EIS.

 12    So they will be doing all the technical evaluation.  And

 13    they will be reporting to the Corps of Engineers, and we

 14    will use the information they develop to prepare the

 15    Record of Decision for a permit.

 16                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.

 17                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Don, maybe it would help

 18    to say, when we get to the decision stage down at the

 19    bottom, you are going to make a recommendation, but you

 20    are not signing the Record of Decision.  So who are the

 21    decisionmakers up above your level?

 22                    MR. KUHLE:  Right.  The actual

 23    decisionmaker for this project will be the District

 24    Engineer, which is Colonel Lestochi, who I believe you

 25    said you had met.
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  1                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Yes.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  In Anchorage he would be the

  3    decisionmaker or whatever -- he may rotate out before this

  4    comes to the final EIS.  District Engineer is the person

  5    that will make the permit decision for the project.

  6                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  Thank you.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  I think we finished this

  8    slide, so we will move on.  We talked about this a little

  9    bit, but the purpose of the scoping period is to provide

 10    information and listen to the residents in the affected

 11    region.  We have broken this into four areas.  The first

 12    is to provide information about the EIS milestones, which

 13    we discussed in -- we just got done looking at the

 14    previous slide explaining that.

 15              The next is to share information about the

 16    proposed project, and we will do this more in the

 17    presentation today.  And information is also available on

 18    the project website and in the newsletters that are being

 19    mailed out.  The next two are to identify issues and

 20    concerns to examine in the EIS and the section 106 process

 21    and to identify useful information from the communities.

 22    These last two are the ones that we are counting on you to

 23    help us with.  We would like to know what you would like

 24    to see addressed in the EIS, and we would like to know if

 25    you have any information that we can use in making a good
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  1    decision in the EIS.

  2              This is the schedule for our scoping meetings.

  3    The first week we started with the villages nearest the

  4    project, and then this week we are focusing on the lower

  5    Kuskokwim River.  In February we will be traveling to the

  6    Bering Sea coast and the lower Yukon, and in March we will

  7    be going to the middle Yukon and the upper Kuskokwim.

  8              This map is a little busy, but the color scheme

  9    represents the many subregions of the project area and

 10    helps to show how the scoping plan was developed.  As an

 11    example, the orange dots show The Kuskokwim Corporation

 12    villages nearest the proposed project.  And in that

 13    subregion we held meetings in Crooked Creek because it was

 14    the closest community to the project and also in Aniak,

 15    which is a subregional hub.  So for the other subregions,

 16    we will also have meetings in the subregional hubs.

 17              I guess that's kind of the end of the

 18    explanation for the EIS process, you know, the steps that

 19    we will be going through.  So I guess we will pause here

 20    to see if there is any other questions on the actual

 21    process before we go into the project description.

 22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have

 23    you already obtained?

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  How many permits?

 25                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  How many permits have
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  1    you already obtained?

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not aware that there are

  3    any permits other than for -- exploration activities, I'm

  4    sure, required a number of permits.  There were permits

  5    from the Corps of Engineers for drilling in wetlands

  6    during the exploration.

  7                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have a website

  8    that we can, like, go to and keep, like -- you say there

  9    is scoping and getting permits.  And is there a website

 10    that we can go to to keep us informed?

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  donlingoldeis.com.

 12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Donlin --

 13                    MR. KUHLE:  donlingoldeis.com.  It will be

 14    on the last slide that we show today, too, so if you

 15    wanted to write it down, or it will be on some of the

 16    information on the table that you can pick up on your way

 17    out.  It will be on there.

 18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Is there any

 19    difficulty permit you are looking at that's really hard to

 20    obtain?

 21                    MR. KUHLE:  I'm not in the position to --

 22    because we are just beginning the evaluation of the

 23    project, we are still in the scoping phase.  As we get

 24    further on, I guess every permit from every agency has a

 25    different process that it goes through, so I guess I can't
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  1    really say that one is more difficult to obtain than

  2    another.

  3                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Do you have any really

  4    big opposing fundamentalist groups in Alaska that are

  5    objecting to -- to the project?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will know more

  7    about that when we finish the scoping phase.  I guess we

  8    have had a large number of concerns expressed so far, but

  9    I guess I can't say that there is -- I'm not prepared to

 10    say that there is any particular organization opposed to

 11    it.

 12                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  All right.  Thank you.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So these are very helpful

 14    questions from our friends.  Let me underscore one or two

 15    things about the EIS.  Let's remember that Don leads the

 16    Army Corps of Engineers evaluating the project proposed by

 17    Donlin, and this EIS is going to take three years to reach

 18    answers about the environmental protection and whether it

 19    is adequate.  That's our job over the next three years.

 20    We are just starting.

 21              And at the beginning, at the scoping -- at the

 22    scoping stage, we want to be sure none of the communities

 23    would be surprised about this, that everybody understands

 24    there are some permit applications.  Donlin has gone to

 25    the Army Corps and to the State of Alaska to ask for
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  1    permits, but until those permits are fully evaluated,

  2    nothing happens.  This is the evaluation stage.  This is

  3    the EIS.  It's going to take a while.  It's going to take

  4    three years at least, and we are just beginning that now

  5    with the public conversation.  You guys are helping us to

  6    know what issues are important in your eyes to be sure we

  7    can address those in the EIS.

  8              And then one more thing about public

  9    involvement.  Don had that diagram with circles, two gold

 10    circles.  Scoping right now where you help set the agenda

 11    for the EIS, that's the first really important step for

 12    the public.  But then there was another gold circle.

 13    Moxie and me and a bunch of scientists, we will work on

 14    the draft EIS a little bit over a year to prepare that

 15    technical document, but then we come back to all of the

 16    communities and ask you to look at it, also.  Look at it

 17    carefully and make sure we didn't miss something, that

 18    what we say is understandable, it seems clear and

 19    thorough, that the evaluation is complete.  So the public

 20    meetings on the draft EIS would be another really

 21    important opportunity for the communities to help us get

 22    this evaluation right.

 23                    MR. KUHLE:  Any other questions before we

 24    move on?

 25              We will move now to a summary of the mining
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  1    project as it's been proposed by Donlin Gold.  Donlin Gold

  2    is a 50/50 partnership between two large international

  3    mining companies, Barrick Gold and NovaGold.  The Donlin

  4    Gold deposit is located on lands owned by two Alaska

  5    Native corporations.  Calista Corporation is the

  6    subsurface owner and Kuskokwim Corporation is the surface

  7    owner.  It's a very large project.  It's expected to

  8    produce about 1,000,000 ounces of gold per year over a

  9    mining life of 27 and a half years, and there will be --

 10    during that period they'll be processing 59,000 tons of

 11    ore each day.

 12              It is noted that the Donlin Gold Project would

 13    be located in a remote part of the state, stretching from

 14    Cook Inlet to the Kuskokwim Valley and then down to the YK

 15    Delta.

 16              This area is home to some 66 communities that

 17    could be affected by the project.  For many communities

 18    the project might affect lands and resources that are used

 19    for subsistence and other livelihood activities.  This

 20    project will face an extensive set of legal requirements

 21    with many permits and many agencies involved.

 22              The diagram at the bottom of this slide shows

 23    the timeline from exploration through closure.  Donlin has

 24    worked on exploration and environmental baseline studies

 25    for 16 years prior to submitting the permit applications.
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  1    We are now starting the three-year permitting period, the

  2    first step of which is holding these scoping meetings.

  3    And at the conclusion of the EIS process, the agencies

  4    will decide to issue or to deny the permits.  If the

  5    permits are issued, then Donlin Gold can proceed with

  6    three to four years of construction and an estimated 27

  7    and a half years of operations.

  8              At the conclusion of the active life of the

  9    mine, Donlin Gold would be responsible for closure and

 10    reclamation.  This includes decommissioning the mill

 11    facilities and the pipeline and covering over the waste

 12    treatment facility and the waste rock storage facilities.

 13    The land would be recontoured and native vegetation would

 14    be planted.

 15              Okay.  We will go now to the major components of

 16    the project, starting with the pipeline and the power

 17    plant.  The pipeline would be buried, not up on supports

 18    like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  It will be cold

 19    and will not generate heat.  Where it crosses major

 20    rivers, the pipeline would be installed beneath the

 21    riverbed using horizontal directional drilling, or HDD, as

 22    shown in the center photo at the top of the slide.  This

 23    technique would be used to cross the Kuskokwim River and

 24    three forks of the George River, as well as several other

 25    crossings.

00022

  1              The image of the block valve on the right side

  2    shows the pipeline right-of-way would not be fenced off,

  3    so it would not block access to subsistence use areas.

  4    The right-of-way would be brushed every ten years to

  5    provide continued access for monitoring and maintenance by

  6    Donlin Gold.  The construction process would not create a

  7    road along the right-of-way.  The design would allow

  8    access, but after construction there will be no improved

  9    access for vehicles and no bridges at water crossings.

 10              This slide shows that the pipeline would start

 11    at Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet.  It would cross

 12    the Alaska Range at Rainy Pass, run west along the

 13    foothills of the Alaska Range and into the Kuskokwim River

 14    Valley and then continue west to the mine site near

 15    Crooked Creek.  The pipeline would cross about 56 percent

 16    State lands, 34 percent BLM lands, and ten percent Native

 17    corporation lands.

 18              Note the blue segment in the middle of the slide

 19    there.  That's an alternate pipeline corridor that would

 20    avoid the Dalzell Gorge in the Alaska Range.  It would

 21    separate from the originally proposed route at milepost

 22    105 and rejoin the primary alignment at milepost 150.

 23    Donlin Gold has recently notified the Corps that this

 24    alternative is under consideration, and it will be

 25    examined during geotechnical investigations this coming
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  1    summer.

  2              This slide shows the project components at the

  3    mine site, and I'd like to highlight three of these.

  4    Number one is the open pit that would eventually cover

  5    1,400 acres.  And it will be 2.2 miles long, one mile wide

  6    and 1,850 feet deep near the conclusion after the 27 and a

  7    half years of mining.

  8              The tailings impoundment, which is technically

  9    referred to as a waste treatment facility, which is number

 10    two, would cover about 2,350 acres, or three and a half

 11    square miles.  The tailings refer to the powder-like

 12    material that is left after the gold has been removed from

 13    the mill.  Number three is a waste rock facility which

 14    would cover about 2,300 acres.  And the waste rock is the

 15    rock that's removed to get at the gold-bearing ore.  These

 16    major facilities support the mill and could process 59,000

 17    tons of ore per day.

 18                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Which way is Donlin --

 19    Crooked Creek on that, do you know?

 20                    MR. KUHLE:  It's running down this way

 21    [indicating], I believe.

 22                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Okay.  Now, would we

 23    be able to see this, like, after -- would we be able to

 24    see it from the river?  No?

 25                    MR. KUHLE:  From the Kuskokwim River?
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  1                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Yeah.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't believe so.

  3                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It's ten miles --

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes.  It's ten miles north of

  5    Crooked Creek, so it's --

  6              This is an overview of the major transportation

  7    infrastructure.  There would be new or expanded port

  8    facilities in Bethel for transferring fuel and cargo to

  9    the river barges.  And then after the barges went up the

 10    river, there would be a new barge landing near Jungjuk for

 11    off-loading the fuel and the cargo.  From there, there

 12    would be a 30-mile road, a new road to the mine site.  And

 13    also near the mine site would be a 5,000-foot airstrip.

 14    And also near the mine site would be a new

 15    40-million-gallon diesel storage facility.

 16              The proposed barge landing at Jungjuk would

 17    extend about 1,000 feet along the riverbank and about

 18    1,500 feet back, for a total of 26 acres.  The Donlin Gold

 19    Project would increase barge traffic on the Kuskokwim

 20    River to transport supplies and diesel fuel.  The fuel

 21    barges would be double-hulled, and the navigation season

 22    would average 110 days per year with about three barge

 23    tows passing per day, meaning that if you were standing

 24    anywhere along the Kuskokwim River, you could expect to

 25    see three barges per day.  It could be two up and one down
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  1    or one up and two down, but it would be on average three

  2    barge tows per day.  And each tow would be pushing four

  3    barges.

  4              There are expected to be 64 cargo barge tows per

  5    season and 58 fuel barge tows per season.  The cargo

  6    barges would carry 550 tons each and the fuel barges would

  7    carry 173,000 gallons each.  And the shipping season, the

  8    barge tow frequency, and the number of barge loads would

  9    be pretty much the same both during construction and

 10    during the operations of the project.

 11                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR [ph]:  I have a

 12    question.  Have you done an aerial study whether or not if

 13    the area where you are going to put this storage for fuel

 14    and what have you is erosion free?  I mean, some areas

 15    where in -- because I do know the Kuskokwim region has

 16    erosion problems.  Is this area where you are making this

 17    impact, would it be safe for it to be built without

 18    erosion in the future to be a danger?

 19                    MR. KUHLE:  That's one of the purposes of

 20    our EIS process is to evaluate that.  We will look at the

 21    proposed project, and there will be studies done.  And you

 22    know, we will take the information, the studies that, you

 23    know, Donlin Gold may have done already, and if others are

 24    necessary we will do those, and all of that information

 25    will be used to prepare the draft EIS.
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  1                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Can I ask your name for

  2    the court reporter?

  3                    MR. LEONARD MAKAR:  My name is Leonard.

  4    I'm with Kwethluk Real Estate.

  5                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Leonard's question

  6    helps us remember that Donlin has proposed some

  7    engineering design, and they have done some studies about

  8    ice passage and about erosion on the Kuskokwim River, and

  9    they believe this is a safe place.  But the purpose of the

 10    EIS is to evaluate, to look again at the engineering

 11    design, at the hydrology in the river, ice events, and to

 12    confirm that the design would be safe and would avoid any

 13    damage, any risk of fuel loss from the storage area.

 14                    MS. PANQALQALRIA IVAN:  Last fall there

 15    was a barge around Kwethluk area that went in the water.

 16    Will your barges be newly bought or will they be

 17    secondhand?

 18                    MR. KUHLE:  Will the barges be new or

 19    secondhand?  You know, that's -- the barges, I'm sure,

 20    will be up to Coast Guard standards.  You know, we will

 21    make sure that there is, you know, adequate safety plans

 22    that have been identified, but I -- you know, I don't know

 23    that new or used barges -- you know, that's not something

 24    we look at.  We will look to make sure that there is plans

 25    in place for assuring safe operations.
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  1                    MS. GLORIA CLEVELAND:  Gloria Cleveland,

  2    member of Akiak Native Community.  Will the pipeline be

  3    monitored?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  The pipeline, yes, I'm sure it

  5    will be monitored.  They have -- trying to think of the --

  6    stations every 20 miles.

  7                    MR. BRELSFORD:  It has pressure monitoring

  8    and then valves every 20 miles.

  9                    MR. KUHLE:  And they will have a pigging

 10    station which will run through the pipe to, you know,

 11    check to make sure it's in good condition.  I'm not sure

 12    of the exact frequency, but one of our cooperating

 13    agencies is the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety

 14    Administration, and they will be responsible for ensuring

 15    the safety of the pipeline.

 16                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Sam George, Akiak

 17    Community Council.  On the barges, there is the question

 18    of the ownership of the barges that will be used for

 19    transporting the cargo.  I think it's very important to

 20    note that they should have, like, the one that -- that

 21    sunk down from -- near Kwethluk, that was a very old

 22    barge.  And I think you guys should make a note that

 23    whoever they contract with should have, you know, fairly

 24    new barges.

 25              And the other concern is the -- the water levels
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  1    of the Kuskokwim, it varies yearly.  Sometimes it's low.

  2    And there is some spots where the barges get stuck, like

  3    below Kalskag, I have seen a barge that was stuck up there

  4    and they -- they had to use -- I forget what kind

  5    of equipment they had in the front of the barges, and I

  6    was afraid they were hitting the river bottom to keep them

  7    where they were going.  I think those need to be

  8    identified in the EIS process.

  9              And because we depend on the fish, I think

 10    that's a very -- you know, that's one of the main concerns

 11    that I have is the traffic that's going to be as a result

 12    of this project.  And we -- and the fish that we gather,

 13    we have people that fish at various parts of the day or

 14    night or whatever [inaudible].

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  We will have those comments in

 16    the record, and they will be addressed and discussed in

 17    the draft EIS.  Thank you.

 18                    MR. BRELSFORD:  I think there is another

 19    question over here, Don.  Is there another question?  No.

 20                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  My name is David

 21    Gilila, Sr.  The first question is in reference to the

 22    natural gas pipeline being stretched from Beluga over to

 23    the Donlin there.  Some years ago, two or three years ago,

 24    the State subsidized that area in reference to the natural

 25    gas, saying that -- and at one point in time, in one of
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  1    the meetings, there was an individual that reported there

  2    was a depletion of the natural gas in that area.  My

  3    question would be:  How -- in the event that there isn't

  4    enough natural gas to divert over to the Donlin Creek --

  5    if there isn't enough, what is the purpose for stretching

  6    that line when -- when it might not be used for the length

  7    of that mine?  That's my first question there.

  8              The next one is in reference to air quality and

  9    diesel emission.  I know there is going to be one plant.

 10    I know there is going to be multiple burning and

 11    [indecipherable].  How much of that -- I don't know if

 12    there was any done in reference to the mines down in the

 13    Lower 48 that are operating now in reference to air

 14    quality.  You know, anything that comes out of the chimney

 15    goes up in the air and naturally falls down to the other

 16    areas away from the mining project.  It can reach all the

 17    way down to the coast.  It depends on how strong the wind

 18    is.

 19              In reference to that, at one point in time

 20    the -- you know, we had the nuclear disaster over in

 21    Russia, and as a result of that, there was acid rain that

 22    dropped up into the Arctic area.  In reference to that, my

 23    question is going to be how -- how much of that emissions

 24    coming out of that -- them chimneys, what the amount would

 25    be in reference to chemicals that is detrimental to the
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  1    environment outside of the proposed mine area?

  2              The other one is right now the barges that come

  3    up the river are deteriorating private lands with the

  4    route of the barges.  I know there is three that I can

  5    identify.  One is above Kwethluk.  When they turn, they

  6    literally -- I don't know what the word would be, but they

  7    touch the bank when they are turning, and those props,

  8    they raise a lot of turbulence behind them.  And as a

  9    result, there is an erosion problem above Kwethluk, which

 10    is private land.  That would be another question.  If --

 11    looking at the estimated transportation of them barges, I

 12    know it is going to speed up the process of erosion in

 13    that area.

 14              Another one is just above it where that bends,

 15    what they call the Kuskoquak Slough that cuts off out to

 16    the Kuskokwim, even there the barges are doing the same

 17    thing and creating a little island between the main

 18    Kuskokwim that goes over to the right side of the river

 19    that goes out to the main river that goes over towards

 20    Akiachak.  That area is -- if -- if I'm not mistaken,

 21    maybe ten years from now, maybe not -- might not happen --

 22    that area won't be navigable as far as the barges are

 23    concerned.  You might be able to take a skiff through

 24    there, through the bank of that river there.

 25              So in reference to the mine itself, there is a
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  1    mention here in reference to surface water diverting.  My

  2    question in reference to that:  How are they diverting

  3    these little creeks here?  Are they creating natural --

  4    not natural -- manmade dams on the headwaters of these

  5    creeks?  And in reference to the Crooked Creek area that

  6    goes over to -- goes to the mine there, and there is

  7    tributaries that are going out through that main creek

  8    there, are they damning those?  And the same question, are

  9    they creating manmade ponds?

 10              Groundwater consumption, what kind of

 11    groundwater are they talking about?  Are they talking

 12    about drilling into the ground and taking the water out to

 13    use it, or what?  What kind of consumption?  Is it for

 14    human consumption?

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  I guess we will talk a little

 16    bit about that later on.  If you are wanting me -- you

 17    want me to -- I guess I could try to answer some of your

 18    questions now, but the list is getting kind of long.  Are

 19    you just making comments, or do you want me to provide a

 20    response at this point?

 21                    MR. DAVID GILILA, SR.:  These are the

 22    questions that I am asking.  Hopefully anybody that is

 23    with the scoping group here would be able to answer.

 24    Other than that, maybe on the second round, maybe somebody

 25    would be able to send us these questions to the point
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  1    where maybe we could understand.  And you are talking

  2    about mine dewatering.  What exactly -- so you will be

  3    covering what -- these three in reference to water, then,

  4    huh?

  5                    MR. KUHLE:  We will just briefly explain

  6    what -- some of the issues we anticipate.  It's good --

  7    these are all questions that are good to bring up to make

  8    sure they are addressed in the EIS, and specifically your

  9    comments on the barges and the erosion.  And you are

 10    mentioning some very specific information there, and

 11    that's the type of thing that we are here to gather today.

 12              So you know, your comments that you have made so

 13    far have been recorded, but if you have any more specific

 14    information like that, you know, I would encourage you --

 15    you know, if you want to add to that, you know, go ahead

 16    and submit that either through one of our questionnaires

 17    or through the website.  You can either e-mail it or mail

 18    it to us, or you can call me.  I'll have my phone number

 19    on here, and I can help you get that information to us.

 20              But those are the types of things that we are

 21    looking for is the specific information.  You know, you

 22    mentioned the pipeline, air emissions and the surface

 23    water diversion.  A lot of that information is already

 24    available on the website.  There is what is -- you know,

 25    as URS goes through, you know, they are looking at the
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  1    information and the studies that Donlin has already done,

  2    and they will determine what additional work or studies or

  3    information is necessary.  And as part of the EIS process,

  4    they will gather that information and it will go into the

  5    draft EIS which -- you know, again in August 2014 is when

  6    we expect that to be completed.

  7              So it's good that you get your questions and

  8    concerns to us now because anything you mention today in

  9    the scoping meeting or submit to us before March 29th will

 10    be addressed in the EIS.  So as I said in advance, you

 11    have asked a number of questions here.  I think a lot of

 12    that information, you know, has been -- you know, there

 13    has been work and studies done in those regards already,

 14    and there is additional work that will be done.  So you

 15    know, I just kind of wanted to make that point.  If you

 16    have other comments, you know, you can make them now or we

 17    will go on here.  We have -- in fact, after the next slide

 18    I was planning to stop to see if anybody had any other

 19    questions.  Maybe we will do that.

 20                    MS. FORDHAM:  And Don -- David, you

 21    mentioned a very specific slough, and I don't know if Mary

 22    captured the name of that slough properly, so if you want

 23    to make sure that area gets looked at in the EIS or the

 24    analysis, maybe we could ask for you to make sure we get

 25    that name correct.
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  1                    MR. KURT FARN:  Kurt Farn, Akiak.  Even if

  2    the pipeline of natural gas goes through, you are still

  3    going to need that much fuel to run that operation?

  4                    MR. KUHLE:  The fuel is mostly for diesel

  5    fuel for operating the large vehicles, you know, the large

  6    shovels and trucks that will haul the -- you know, the

  7    rock, the waste rock and the ore to the -- ore to the mill

  8    and the waste rock and just moving all the material

  9    around.  That's -- there is lots of equipment that, you

 10    know, isn't powered by natural gas but, you know, they --

 11    you know, natural gas, I believe, is more economical, so

 12    they'll use that as much as they can.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So the natural gas is used

 14    to run the electrical generator, and much of the

 15    machinery, especially in the mill, is run by electricity.

 16    So that's what that big natural gas generator is for.  But

 17    the mobile trucks, the big equipment, still runs on

 18    diesel.  So both energy sources are needed for the

 19    operation of the mine.

 20                    MR. KURT FARN:  That's quite a bit.  If

 21    the pipeline doesn't go through, it's probably very hard

 22    to run enough fuel to run a diesel-powered power plant.

 23    You would be hauling much -- if the pipeline didn't go

 24    through, you wouldn't be able to -- hardly wouldn't be

 25    able to haul enough fuel to run that operation because
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  1    that plant runs off gas.

  2                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for your

  3    comment.

  4                    MS. FORDHAM:  The comment about

  5    alternatives --

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  Yes, that's good.  We will be

  7    evaluating the various alternatives, you know, the

  8    pipeline as part of -- I guess we haven't identified all

  9    the alternatives, but the various sources of fuel will be

 10    evaluated in the various alternatives.

 11              Okay.  This slide shows the construction camp,

 12    which would have 2,500 beds during the construction

 13    period, and it would support a construction workforce of

 14    up to 3,000 jobs.  And this includes some smaller remote

 15    camps for pipeline construction.  The permanent camp would

 16    have 600 beds and support a workforce of up to 1,400

 17    employees working shifts, meaning that only about half of

 18    the total workforce would be on site at any given time.

 19              So we were planning at this point to pause and

 20    see if there were -- needed to be any clarifications from

 21    Moxie or Vernon regarding the translation.  Do we need to

 22    do that?  I think everybody seems to understand pretty

 23    well.  So we will move on.  And I'll have one more chance

 24    for questions on the parts of the project or the project

 25    itself before we move on to some of the issues that we
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  1    expect to review.

  2              If there is no questions -- yes.

  3                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Are you

  4    starting the comment period now or taking testimonies

  5    right now?

  6                    MR. KUHLE:  No.  We will do that -- I

  7    mentioned that specifically -- when we are through with

  8    the slides.

  9                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Thank you.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  We will move on now to

 11    several slides of examples of issues and concerns that we

 12    expect to evaluate.  As I said earlier, the purpose of the

 13    scoping meetings is to identify issues and concerns.  And

 14    one major area of concern is water resources.  The project

 15    is designed to have no discharge of mine-contacted water

 16    away from the mine site, but there can still be concerns,

 17    and some examples are noted on this slide.

 18              Streams and other surface waters would be

 19    diverted away from and around the mining activities in

 20    order to facilitate mining and to avoid contamination.

 21    Groundwater would be consumed as part of the mining

 22    process and could affect base flows of nearby streams.

 23    Mine dewatering to keep water out of the pit could lower

 24    adjacent groundwater levels and again could affect nearby

 25    streams.  Some of the rock, when exposed to the elements,
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  1    could generate acid or leach minerals, and therefore waste

  2    rock tailings and all runoff would have to be carefully

  3    managed to avoid contaminating waters outside of the mine

  4    site.

  5              Air quality is also important, and this slide

  6    shows some examples of issues.  There would be several

  7    sources of emissions, including a large number of large

  8    mining vehicles, a 227-megawatt power plant, and dust

  9    create by removing and processing the overburden waste

 10    rock and the ore.

 11              Climate change is a growing concern and would

 12    need to be considered because large amounts of

 13    hydrocarbons will be burned during mining.  Mercury will

 14    be looked at in several areas.  Naturally occurring

 15    mercury or fugitive mercury could be released by exposing

 16    it during mining.  Mercury stack emissions could occur

 17    during the milling process, and any mercury co-product

 18    would require careful storage and transport.  Also, given

 19    the large amounts of fuel and hazardous materials

 20    involved, safe operating procedures and good response

 21    plans will be crucial to preventing spills.

 22              Other major issues and concerns include wetlands

 23    and vegetation, fish and wildlife, river travel,

 24    subsistence, and fish and land uses.  The proposed project

 25    would affect a total of 16,300 acres.  Of this,
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  1    approximately 10,000 acres would be at the mine site and

  2    the related infrastructure.  6,000 acres would be along

  3    the proposed pipeline.  These areas would be impacted by

  4    excavating, filling, vegetation removal or other

  5    disturbances.  6,900 acres of the total 16,000 would be

  6    wetlands.

  7              There would be fish and wildlife habitat loss or

  8    reduced habitat value on the affected 16,300 acres, and

  9    there would also be a direct disturbance of individual

 10    animals in the area.

 11              Barge traffic we have talked about already.

 12    There would be a substantial increase in traffic.  And

 13    subsistence and traditional land uses would be affected by

 14    the loss of land to development.

 15              Here are some more examples of issues and

 16    concerns, and these are focused on the communities,

 17    cultural resources, and recreation.  Community life

 18    during -- during construction there would be a huge new

 19    workforce of 3,000 people during construction and 1,400

 20    permanent employees, so this would bring new employment

 21    and income, but it would also have many effects on

 22    community life and human health.  And cultural resources,

 23    both historical and archeological sites, that exist in the

 24    area might be disturbed or destroyed, as well, and

 25    traditional and cultural properties could also be
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  1    affected.  And recreation and visual resources, including

  2    the Iditarod Natural Historic Trail, could be affected by

  3    new structures and mining operations.

  4              So to conclude, we know that this proposed

  5    project and land and resources are important to you, and

  6    we would like to emphasize that there are several ways to

  7    get involved in the EIS.  And you are already doing the

  8    most important thing by being here and participating in a

  9    scoping meeting.  You can find additional information on

 10    the project on the donlingoldeis.com website, and you can

 11    also submit a comment form there.  You can contact me

 12    directly if you have any concerns.  That's my direct phone

 13    line, (907) 753-2780.  And my e-mail address is there, as

 14    well.

 15              For tribal matters, you can contact Amanda

 16    Shearer.  She's the Corps of Engineers tribal liaison, and

 17    that's her direct phone number and her e-mail address.

 18    Tribal governments also, in addition to participating in

 19    the EIS process, can participate in

 20    government-to-government consultation.  If you would like

 21    to do that, you can contact either Amanda or myself.

 22    Amanda is, as I said, our tribal liaison.

 23              So we would like to hear your questions and

 24    comments.  And we put up here some ideas to show you the

 25    type of scoping comments that we are looking for.  We are
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  1    looking for issues and questions that need to be analyzed

  2    in the EIS.  We want to identify potential impacts and

  3    effects on resources.  We would like to hear any ideas you

  4    may have for alternatives, and we would like to find out

  5    about any important information available in your

  6    community.  And if you do have any written comments --

  7    I'll open it up for testimony here and any other questions

  8    you may have.

  9              If you do have any written comments, we ask that

 10    you provide a copy to Mary, our recorder here, to make

 11    sure that they are fully recorded.

 12                    MR. GEORGE GUY:  Can I start off?  Because

 13    we have a plane to catch.  My name is George Guy.  I'm the

 14    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  But I have

 15    written testimony to make on the proposed mine.  And I do

 16    thank you, Mr. Don Kuhle, for the opportunity to comment

 17    on the proposed Donlin Gold Project environmental impact

 18    statement.

 19              For the record, my name is George Guy.  I'm the

 20    business manager for Kwethluk, Incorporated.  I'm also on

 21    the board of directors of Calista Corporation, of which I

 22    must remain neutral on this project.  But today I'm

 23    speaking on behalf of Kwethluk, Incorporated.  Like many

 24    other villages in the AVCP, Calista, Yukon-Kuskokwim

 25    Region, we are mainly Yup'ik Eskimo language speaking
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  1    Alaska residents and basically live a subsistence,

  2    fishing, hunting and trapping way of life in the jobs for

  3    cash scarce area.  Commercial fisheries and other seasonal

  4    or odd jobs supplement this lifestyle.  Salmon is our main

  5    staple food, a renewable resource.

  6              In behalf of the shareholders of Kwethluk,

  7    Incorporated and the residents, I would like to comment on

  8    the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  Based on our

  9    historically traditional and customary subsistence,

 10    hunting, fishing and trapping areas will be affected, and

 11    primarily on the barge traffic.  As Mr. David Gilila

 12    indicated, the barge traffic will seriously erode our

 13    lands, the riverbanks on the Kuskokwim River.

 14              Basically when the Kuskokwim River is full of

 15    salmon, when subsistence fishing for all salmon, the short

 16    span of time given us the opportunity to harvest our

 17    renewable resources, the salmon might be affected by the

 18    barge traffic, as we primarily have drift nets, set nets

 19    that we utilize to harvest salmon.  And that will impact

 20    our people, our salmon, and our eroding lands through the

 21    barge traffic community from the mouth of the Kuskokwim

 22    River all the way up to the proposed mine site.  It takes

 23    a lot of resources to successfully fish and hunt our

 24    renewable resources to implement our needs.

 25              Some of the potential damages that might occur,
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  1    barges might collide with boats, nets.  And as nowadays we

  2    are under combat fishing or cluttered fishing with all the

  3    codes and regulations that we have to abide by, and there

  4    is limited openings and closures of fishing of all the

  5    salmon species migrating up and down the Kuskokwim River.

  6    Salmon fish, jacks and mature salmon and the erosion of

  7    the river banks by the barges.  Make sure that the

  8    proposed project is done in an environmentally sound and

  9    safe way.

 10              And in closing, on behalf of the shareholders of

 11    Kwethluk, Incorporated and the residents of Kwethluk, I

 12    thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this

 13    project that will have a long-term effect if it becomes a

 14    reality.  Thank you.

 15                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you for your comments.

 16                    MR. BRELSFORD:  We asked folks to sign if

 17    they wanted to testify.  So maybe we will go to the list,

 18    but I think this was a good point.  If anybody has to

 19    leave early, maybe we want to make room for them to go

 20    early.  Mike, you are signed up first on the list, but

 21    let's be sure if anybody else has a plane soon, that they

 22    have an opportunity to speak before we wrap up.

 23                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  I have to catch my

 24    dog team.

 25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  If anybody has a dog team
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  1    to catch before they have to go.  So Mike Williams will be

  2    the first person.  So let's hear your comments.

  3                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Hello.  My name is

  4    Michael Williams.  I am one of the members of the Akiak

  5    Native Community IRA Council for a long time and also a

  6    subsistence hunter and fisherman, plus a dog musher here

  7    in Akiak for a long time, ever since I can remember.  You

  8    know, after I went to boarding school, along with Moxie

  9    here -- or Moxie is older than me, so he graduated earlier

 10    than me from the same school in Oregon.

 11              But anyway, I wanted to make comments on the

 12    Donlin Gold Project.  You know, ever since there was a

 13    thought for a gold mine up in Crooked Creek, you know, we

 14    were very concerned about the river and the impacts that

 15    it may have on our people and the Kuskokwim River,

 16    although the economic opportunities, the jobs, and we

 17    understand that.  And when we raise concerns, it -- we

 18    were thought of being against a gold mine, and we were

 19    not.  We were concerned about the mercury emissions,

 20    mercury, you know, airborne that's naturally occurring

 21    because mercury is the one that -- that is prevalent up in

 22    the rocks and hills.  And when you disturb the land, then

 23    it happens.  But that was our concern, that it may affect

 24    our salmon.  We depend on salmon for our subsistence way

 25    of life.
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  1              And in turn, our concern was the impact on

  2    health because the status of our Native health is -- you

  3    know, we have highest rates of cancer deaths and we have

  4    highest rates of suicides now, and we have highest rates

  5    of health-related deaths.  And our health status is very,

  6    very challenging right now.  And I think with the impact

  7    also on housing was a concern, as well, because a lot of

  8    our people don't have enough housing.  And with the influx

  9    of people, then housing, need for housing will also impact

 10    us.  So coupled with the increase of people here, an

 11    increase of possible sexually transmitted diseases,

 12    alcohol, drugs that are being brought in from the outside

 13    when there is cash influx and when people have influx of

 14    economic development.  Those things that we see were very

 15    concerning to us.

 16              We want to protect our languages, our cultures

 17    here because -- because of the impact for 30 years, it's

 18    going to have the biggest impact in the history of our

 19    region.  You know, we had some roadhouses here in Akiak,

 20    NYAC mine, and we had -- the government had brought in

 21    laplanders across there in Akiak, but we seemed to have

 22    protected our resources here in Akiak pretty stable and

 23    strong; but nevertheless, we were impacted by diseases

 24    that were brought in from the outside, and there were

 25    great deaths.  You know, there was massive deaths.  And
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  1    there was a hospital here, and a lot of people came from

  2    all over the region to be treated here.  But a lot of them

  3    died and we buried them here.  They couldn't have no --

  4    they didn't have the capacity to go back.

  5              But in terms of human health, we have to make

  6    sure that we do an assessment on health impacts or health

  7    status of the community, alcohol, physical health,

  8    emotional health, spiritual health, and make sure that we

  9    have that data, and to make sure that it doesn't have an

 10    impact in diminishing the status of our health, but to

 11    increase the status, health status of our people

 12    physically, emotionally, mentally, et cetera.  So I just

 13    wanted to make sure that health impact assessments are

 14    done and in a way that we will increase human health

 15    instead of decreasing impacts on human health.

 16              Again, our subsistence way of life must be

 17    protected.  Our salmon must be protected, making sure that

 18    we continue our way of life.  I know the salmon are being

 19    impacted in the high seas and et cetera, but we need to

 20    maintain those -- the salmon that we depend on for our

 21    livelihood, despite, you know, if mining goes, then do

 22    everything we can to protect our water resource.  We

 23    depend on water and clean water, and without that water,

 24    we are dead.

 25              But I think those are, in my mind, the impacts
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  1    on health, impacts on our subsistence resources, and the

  2    issue of the erosion.  If we could have -- you know, our

  3    erosion in Akiak was impacted this past spring by -- this

  4    past summer by high winds and storms, and we lost about

  5    200 feet already.  And the Army Corps of Engineers'

  6    projections were exceeded this past summer.  So we lost

  7    about 200 feet of land for erosion.  And with that

  8    increased barge traffic, it's going to have a bigger

  9    impact on our community.  So I think erosion protection on

 10    our villages would be helpful.  With two and a half, three

 11    barges a day increased, it's going to have a major impact.

 12    And I agree with David Gilila who made that earlier

 13    statement on some of the impacts that he identified.

 14              But again, I think if Donlin Creek is going to

 15    be developed, the tribal governments must be on the table.

 16    Our ways must be protected, and our ways of life must be

 17    protected instead of damaged.  And I think it can be

 18    developed in a way that all the protections can be there.

 19              But those are my comments.  And I will make

 20    written comments on your website, whichever.  But I just

 21    wanted to make those -- point those potential impacts to

 22    our communities.  And hopefully that our people, our young

 23    people will be -- if it is developed, if the mine is

 24    developed, that the job opportunities are realized by our

 25    young people with -- you know, with training and
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  1    educational opportunities that go along with it.  But

  2    we -- but we -- we must be prepared post the mining life,

  3    and we need to continue to the future surviving as Yup'ik

  4    people that we have survived over thousands of years here.

  5    And again, we stood the test of time through the NYAC mine

  6    and other economic opportunities here, and we need to keep

  7    that in kind.  Thank you.

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  David Gilila is next on

 10    the list.  I don't know if there are additional comments,

 11    if David is still with us.  Catherine Williams.  Nikolai

 12    Alexie.

 13                    MR. NIKOLAI ALEXIE:  Thank you.  My name

 14    is Nikolai Alexie.  I'm from Kwethluk.  I just have mostly

 15    questions.  So if the proposed Donlin Project is allowed

 16    to proceed, what is the water usage plan, the collection

 17    of rainwater, the amount of water used daily, and the

 18    recycled water after it's unusable?  In some years, the

 19    natural rainwater cycle is collected, and it fluctuates.

 20    We have dry years and wet years.

 21              If after the completion of the mine, how will

 22    the tailings pond be able to store if and when there is

 23    too much precipitation in one year?  All that overflowing

 24    water, where do you think it's going?  It will go -- it

 25    has to go somewhere.  So that's my question.  Quyana.
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  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

  2                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Next would be Nick Ayapau.

  3                    MR. NICK AYAPAU:  My name is Nick Ayapau.

  4    I'm from Kwethluk.  And I have two comments, I guess.  One

  5    is regarding the erosion, which most of us talked about,

  6    but I guess I have a question.  In aerial photos that we

  7    can see or maybe, you know, your department can see of how

  8    the damage that it had from the barges going up and down

  9    without, you know, the proposed three, I think it will add

 10    more.  And above Kwethluk where they turn, that area has

 11    been eroding, you know, fast for the last ten years while

 12    I have been watching it.  And it's like -- I have a fish

 13    camp near where that is, and when we go out to the river,

 14    we can see an opening now of where that erosion is -- and

 15    I know that if that part opens up more, it's going to

 16    affect Kwethluk.

 17              And right now -- last year Kwethluk residents,

 18    Kwethluk IRA Council had moved four houses to relocate

 19    them.  And I think if we -- if the barges go up and down

 20    that way, I think that's going to be -- and I was

 21    wondering if that -- if this happened, if we have to

 22    relocate, is Donlin Gold going to help us do that or --

 23    you know, it's just a question.

 24              But that's our concern right there.  We have --

 25    the reason that I'm requesting aerial photos is that when
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  1    it comes through that slough, there is a horseshoe that it

  2    has to go through.  And that horseshoe is getting -- you

  3    know, shrinking.  If it goes through that little land, you

  4    know, it's going to affect Kwethluk, and I think Kwethluk

  5    has to relocate.  And that's -- that's our -- that's our

  6    concern.  And we have been watching that, monitoring that

  7    area.

  8              And another thing, my comment was the

  9    response -- the response time of when -- if a barge -- if

 10    a barge, you know, leaks or whatever, because like a

 11    fellow mentioned, just near Kwethluk, last year Faulkner

 12    and Walsh, a little barge, and it had -- something

 13    happened when it was -- I guess it was a storm, and then

 14    it went down, equipment and some stuff in that little

 15    barge.  And the response -- I don't know how that response

 16    went.  I know the City of Kwethluk and IRA Council had

 17    called somebody from Bethel to do something about that.

 18    And up to this date we don't have no report on what they

 19    did.

 20              Is that going to be the same thing if the

 21    barge -- if the barge goes up and down, something happens

 22    and it's going to affect our fish?  And we have a watering

 23    point at Kwethluk right across where that barge went down,

 24    and I think -- and equipment went down and something --

 25    the barge itself and the equipment went down.  I don't
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  1    know what they did after that happened, but our water --

  2    our watering point is near that area.  I mean, and they --

  3    people have been reporting when they go get water they see

  4    oil and diesel, and probably metal leaching, too.  And

  5    that's what maybe Health and Social Services can look into

  6    in that area.

  7              So my question was, I wonder how the response

  8    would be if something happens up, you know, where the --

  9    the barge happens -- the barge gets stuck or whatever

 10    happens and then stuff came down and, you know --

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Well, I guess to try to answer

 12    your question, I guess, again, we are here for scoping to

 13    gather comments and information.  And your comments about

 14    the erosion and the specific information about erosion is

 15    helpful for the studies that will be done to look at the

 16    impacts that all this barge traffic will have on the

 17    river.

 18              As far as the barge that sunk, we have heard

 19    about that before, and I don't know what the problem was

 20    with the response on that.  But I'm sure it will be

 21    considered as, you know, plans are, you know, developed

 22    for, you know, dealing or how -- as we look at how all

 23    this barge traffic would be addressed.  And if there were

 24    to be an accident, there would need to be a plan in place

 25    to deal with that.
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  1              But again, you know, that's all helpful

  2    information.  And, you know, we will -- you know, you have

  3    made your comments.  It's, you know, on the record.  We

  4    will take a look at it.  You will be able to look at the

  5    draft EIS to see how your comments were addressed.  And

  6    again, if you have any, you know, more specific

  7    information like that, we would like to hear it.  You

  8    know, be as specific as you can so that -- especially when

  9    you are talking about a certain slough and what's

 10    happening over the last ten years so that can be

 11    considered.  So thank you.

 12                    MR. BRELSFORD:  The next speaker would be

 13    George Guy.  Additional comments?  Then Ivan M. Ivan,

 14    please.

 15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  My name is Ivan M.

 16    Ivan, Chief, Akiak Native Community and IRA Council from

 17    the Akiak community.  I just want to recap.  My comments

 18    are not directed at any one individual, but public

 19    authority within our government system.  Looking back to a

 20    couple of years, our regional nonprofit association, AVCP,

 21    we tried to submit a resolution that didn't pass because

 22    the executive direction of the regional corporation, I

 23    believe it was, was against it, and I could not muster

 24    enough votes to put the idea of what -- Mike made a

 25    comment on tribal consultation or tribes being on the
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  1    table in all of this.

  2              The idea was not to stop the process, but to

  3    have an input into the system to protect life and -- life

  4    and natural resources on this river system and that this

  5    project is not small.  And I'd like to -- I hear

  6    information on the size.  I understand that projections

  7    are 30 years in operation.  Am I correct?  The estimated

  8    gold ounces, what are they now?

  9                    MS. BLANCHARD:  A million ounces a year, I

 10    believe.

 11                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  A million ounces a year

 12    versus whatever the value today is.

 13                    MS. BLANCHARD:  $1,500 an ounce, I think.

 14                    MR. KUHLE:  I don't know what the --

 15                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  I'm trying to get to

 16    the point of what the impact of that dollar would do to

 17    our communities, the human factor and, of course, the

 18    natural factor, also, fish and wildlife protection.  And

 19    if you would consider consultation ongoing as you are

 20    doing now, in my opinion, consult with the tribes as much

 21    as you can, allow them the opportunity to input in your

 22    system into the environmental impact.  We were not able to

 23    at that time get a resolution passed through the regional

 24    association when we asked for the tribes to be on the

 25    table as the rest of them so that we can be represented.
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  1    And we are going to do the best we can in this process to

  2    put as much recommendations or information, pro or con,

  3    into -- to let you know.

  4              One of the concerns that we have, and I hope --

  5    and it was alluded to by Mr. Williams -- we serve on the

  6    same council here in Akiak -- is the human impact that,

  7     -- especially the -- when you have this dollar, a lot of

  8    dollar around, what usually comes with it is alcohol and

  9    possibly drugs, and that's potential.  That's what we are

 10    talking about.  If the U.S. Department of Justice or

 11    someone could be ready to provide support to local

 12    enforcement -- community enforcement to help them cope

 13    with this on the way, that should be considered in our --

 14    in our opinion.

 15              It's such a big project, it's going to have a

 16    pretty heavy human impact.  The biggest concern that we

 17    have, protect the salmon, mainly the fish and the wildlife

 18    on the land.  That dollar value of fish and wildlife, I

 19    couldn't put a dollar amount.  For thousands of years that

 20    kept us alive.  We would like to see it another thousand

 21    years ahead of us to continue.  Please put in as much

 22    protection as possible in all these plans as best as you

 23    can.  It's -- I can't fathom the amount of impact it will

 24    have on us.  It's not going to be small.

 25              The biggest concern our people have is please
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  1    ensure that they protect fish and wildlife to the maximum

  2    amount -- maximum possible and the human impact it would

  3    have on small communities.

  4              That's basically my comments.  And my question

  5    is:  As you said, this is your first time here.  Are we --

  6    can we expect other sessions like this in the future so we

  7    could be sure what comments we make would be considered?

  8                    MR. KUHLE:  To answer your question, we

  9    will be back after the draft EIS has been prepared, which

 10    is expected to be August 2014.  We will have another round

 11    of public meetings.  And the draft EIS will also address

 12    all the comments that are made.  So that would be a way to

 13    see how your comments have been addressed.  And also you

 14    mentioned, you know, being involved in tribal-to-tribal

 15    consultation, or you can contact Amanda Shearer or myself

 16    and, you know, express your concerns.  Or you can contact

 17    us for other -- anytime you want you can contact us for

 18    government-to-government consultation.  So I encourage you

 19    to do that.  And again, through March 29th is the scoping

 20    period.  So feel free to call me or Amanda.  We will be

 21    glad to discuss it.  If you would like to have a

 22    teleconference with us or if you are in Anchorage, stop in

 23    and see us.

 24                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  One other question that

 25    I have is:  The Indian Health Service that provides health
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  1    service to Native communities like us here is, I believe,

  2    contracted by Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, if

  3    I'm not mistaken; that they also be invited to make

  4    comments in the health issues for our people.  That's all.

  5    It's just to be careful along the way as best as humanly

  6    possible.

  7                    MR. KUHLE:  All right.  Thank you.

  8                    MR. IVAN M. IVAN:  That's all I have.  If

  9    you have questions, I'll try and answer them.

 10                    MR. KUHLE:  I would be glad to speak with

 11    you.  I don't have any specific questions right now.

 12    Thank you.

 13                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So let me mention again

 14    that there is the comment sheets at the back to provide

 15    comments, any kind of written comments if you would like.

 16    And on the very back you will find Don's mailing address.

 17    These are self-mailing.  You fold them over, put a stamp

 18    and there they go.  But it also has the website for the

 19    Donlin Gold EIS Project.  So a lot of information.

 20              Somebody asked about the water balance plan, and

 21    that plan is actually on the website.  It's the proposed

 22    engineering for water balance, but if you would like to

 23    look into it in more detail on some of these things, this

 24    website would have additional background information.  So

 25    the comment forms could help you find the website address.
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  1    And we would look forward to having people learn more and

  2    more about it.

  3              So then the next person to speak was Demian

  4    Sigler.  And I know Demian spoke earlier, but we welcome

  5    more.

  6                    MR. DEMIAN SIGLER:  Demian Sigler from

  7    Akiak.  I wonder how big this Pandora's box we are going

  8    to open.  Seems like this is the first operation of

  9    hopefully not many.  Because I've seen that greed of, you

 10    know, not just Donlin.  Like United States, they -- they

 11    hunger minerals, all kinds of minerals.  Is this going to

 12    open the doors for other companies to start saying Alaska

 13    has a lot of resources?  And are you, like, going to be

 14    the first of many that are going to be in our doors, in

 15    our rooms saying that we will support you, but we are

 16    going to take away from the land?  Is the greed going to

 17    stop someplace of wanting to take, take, take?  And should

 18    we stop this process before we are over our heads and we

 19    can't stop it?  Because I hear a lot of concerns about our

 20    habitat.  I also have that feeling of economic greed, that

 21    we should strip Alaska of all its resources and wondering

 22    how big a Pandora's box we are going to open if Donlin

 23    Creek gets accepted.  Thank you.

 24                    MR. KUHLE:  Thank you.

 25                    MR. BRELSFORD:  So Brenda Lamont perhaps
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  1    wanted to testify.  There is a check in the box.  Brenda?

  2    And I think we want to make sure anybody else who has

  3    comments would be welcome to provide those comments.  I

  4    believe Sam George is ready to offer some additional

  5    comments.

  6                    MR. SAM GEORGE:  Yeah, I want to -- I was

  7    hoping the rest of the crew would come down.  I don't know

  8    what happened to them.  But I want to comment on the --

  9    first I want to thank the Akiak Native Community for

 10    hosting the -- the meeting here.  And I want to welcome

 11    the Army Corps of Engineers, DNR, the rest of the crew

 12    here to this scoping meeting.

 13              Ever since the Donlin Creek issue came about,

 14    you know, one of the major concerns that I have is the --

 15    the barge traffic.  And as I stated earlier, you know, the

 16    water level is always different each year.  And some years

 17    we have a very low water level.  And like I stated

 18    earlier, I've seen barges that are stuck upriver, and they

 19    are using backhoes to pull themselves up.  And those

 20    issues need to be addressed by the EIS process.

 21              And the other concern that I had was the use of

 22    explosives, you know, the use of dynamite, if they can use

 23    those kind of devices to -- to break up the rock cores.

 24    When they start the extraction process, I'm sure they are

 25    going to use a lot of explosives during that process.  And
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  1    I think that needs to be addressed.

  2              The other area is the snow level that we have

  3    each year, and the process that -- you know, when the

  4    melting process goes through, we have a lot of water that,

  5    you know, overflows.  And that needs to be addressed by

  6    this process.  And I know when you had the presentation, I

  7    think my -- the process was like 59,000 tons a day for

  8    processing.

  9              And the other concern, I know when I went

 10    through the comment by our council president, he was

 11    talking about the fault lines.  And this is the fault line

 12    that goes from -- that covers that area as far as like

 13    earthquakes are concerned.  I think those need to be

 14    addressed by the process.

 15              The other is wetland restoration.  I know

 16    sometime ago, Mary from Donlin Creek mentioned that --

 17    that the -- whoever is extracting the gold or minerals

 18    have to set aside monies for wetlands restoration.  And I

 19    think that should be addressed by the Corps of Engineers.

 20    And the State has to, like -- as far as restoring our

 21    wetlands to their natural states, I think that should be

 22    addressed, also.

 23              And one other concern is the -- the George River

 24    is the spawning area for the king salmon.  And I know we

 25    have over the years -- you know, we are seeing less king
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  1    salmon going up.  And I think that needs to be looked into

  2    very seriously by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the

  3    Fish & Game departments.  And looking at the seasonal

  4    impacts, you know, we have various weather patterns.  We

  5    have -- like during the winter we have high winds.

  6    Summertime we also have high winds and continuous

  7    rainfalls.  You know, those need to be addressed.

  8              And the other alternative to barging, I think --

  9    you know, I don't know.  It's probably too late, but I

 10    know I mentioned this to Donlin Creek is the road

 11    alternate that might be considered maybe from the mouth of

 12    the river to the mine site to bring some -- you know,

 13    the -- like freight and fuel.  I think that could be

 14    less -- there would be less impact to the river if there

 15    was a road.  And I'm sure -- I'm sure one of the ideas

 16    that I had was if the -- alongside of the river most of

 17    the land is Native corporation land.  And it would

 18    probably not cover -- it would probably go through like

 19    part of the -- the wildlife refuge, but -- but that

 20    alternative, I think, would have less environmental impact

 21    to like the river because of the -- the water levels are

 22    very unpredictable because sometimes we have high water

 23    levels and we have a lot of erosion that we are facing

 24    right now.

 25              And the last proposal, I think -- I know I've
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  1    heard about this from Calista, but I don't know if it's

  2    really a concrete proposal to set aside an account to do

  3    environmental restoration which would be controlled by the

  4    tribes, the State, the federal government to restore

  5    habitat, like if -- if there is -- if there is a disaster

  6    caused by the mine, I think this fund would be to restore

  7    fisheries, wetlands.  You can do a lot of things to, you

  8    know, try and restore the -- like wildlife habitat,

  9    fisheries habitat, those sort of things.  And I think --

 10    and I know someone mentioned that if there would be a fund

 11    established --

 12              I know looking over the website, in four years

 13    they are going to extract, like, 1.5 million ounces of

 14    gold a day -- I mean a year.  Then after four years they

 15    would go down to 1,000,000 ounces a year for the 27.5-year

 16    period the gold mine would be in operation.  And looking

 17    at the extraction site, it would be two miles long, one

 18    mile wide and 1,500 feet deep site.

 19              So it's a very, you know, big project.  And

 20    there is going to be a lot of money involved; you know,

 21    billions and billions of dollars, at stake.  So maybe an

 22    escrow account -- with the absence of like the borough

 23    government -- we have no borough government out here.  The

 24    escrow would be -- I know Mike mentioned that; right,

 25    Mike?  But you know, the -- and I don't know how much
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  1    Calista would get out of the mine.

  2              You know, those issues will probably come at a

  3    later date.  But I want to thank you, again, for the

  4    opportunity to address the scoping process.  And if I can,

  5    I'll probably do a written comment.  But if you guys have

  6    questions, you guys can call me at our office at Akiachak.

  7    And their number is 825-4328, the office number.  And you

  8    can try to get ahold of me from there.  Thanks.

  9                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Any additional comments or

 10    concerns?

 11                    MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I think

 12    there has been barge traffic, especially the gravel barges

 13    going up and down.  And just a few miles above Akiak, they

 14    have been beaching and dumping gravel and changing the --

 15    the river flow.  And it has caused erosion problems here

 16    in a bad way.  But beyond four or five miles above Akiak,

 17    that's where, you know, if there is barge traffic, they

 18    need to be very careful and -- to -- if they are going to

 19    be carrying fuel and beaching up there, it's going to be

 20    very -- you know, the -- a lot of those gravel barges have

 21    to dump their gravel in order to get out of the beaching

 22    in some of the salmon areas above Akiak here between here

 23    and Tuluksak.  So I think they need to be very careful

 24    between here and Tuluksak to make sure that they go

 25    through the right channels.

00062

  1                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'd like to

  2    talk to you a little bit after about that.  That's

  3    separate from the Donlin Project, but if you are -- or if

  4    you will be here a little bit, I'll talk to you afterwards

  5    about that.

  6                    MR. BRELSFORD:  Let's see if there are any

  7    other comments, and we will move towards closing in a few

  8    minutes.  But we want to be sure we have had a chance to

  9    learn everything you all have to offer.  Maybe we have to

 10    make a few thank yous to close the meeting.

 11                    MR. KUHLE:  Okay.  Thank you for coming.

 12    And again, we encourage you to visit our website,

 13    donlingoldeis.com, or contact me directly.  And we look

 14    forward to your comments.

 15                    MR. BRELSFORD:  And thanks to the folks

 16    who helped us get the room set up, the equipment, all of

 17    that.  We really appreciate the welcome, and we look

 18    forward to coming back before too long.

 19              (Proceedings adjourned at 3:45 p.m.)
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