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Feds pool hotshot crews to crush flres

A new interagency agreement between
the BLM Alaska Fire Service and the U.S.
Forest Service sets up joint operation of
“hotshot,” suppression crews. It will save
money and enable the agencies to make
more efficient use of these highly trained
firefighters.

Hotshot crews are composed of 20
firefighters, specially trained to get to afire
quickly and fight it with minimal
equipment. The U.S. Forest Service
maintains hotshot crews in the Lower 48,
and the Alaska Fire Service employs two
crews. In Alaska the fire season is most
active in the early part of the summer. By
mid-July there is usually more rain and the
fires die down. At the same time, spring
moisture has dried in the western states, so
their worst fires occur after mid-July.

The new agreement takes advantage of
this normal sequence of events. On June 8,
the Forest Service Region 5 will send one
of its hotshot crews to Alaska to be
stationed in Fairbanks until about July 15.
Then the Forest Service crew will go south
again and be joined by one of the two
Alaska crews. The Alaska crew will fight
fires in the Lower 48 until about Sept. 1.
The dates are subject to fire activity and
can be changed by mutual agreement of
the two agencies.

The supplying agency will provide basic
gear for the crew and pay for the first eight
hours of the firefighters’ time each work
day. Overtime will be charged to the fire
they are fighting.

This new agreement will enable the
crews to work throughout the summer,
and each agency will have more crews
available on short notice than before. Both

agencies "Y“' save money and be able to Trained to get there fast, hotshot crews dig firelines. Here, a hotshot
suppress fires better and faster. —SS carries C rations after a hectic shift.
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The influential National Public
Lands Advisory Council will visit
Alaska in June to get a first-hand
view of BLM programs and issues in
Alaska. The 21-member council
advises the Secretary of the Interior
through BLM Director Robert
Burford about national policies and
programs for managing the public
lands.

The group, which is expected to
include BLM Director Burford, will
make a field tour of key areas
including the Utility Corridor
(Trans-Alaska Pipeline corridor),
Prudhoe Bay, the Red Dog Mine,
and ANWR. Pauta Easeley of
Anchorage and Alan C. Epps of
Fairbanks serve on this advisory

group.
v

BLM recently took over the
management and operation of the
Alaska Resources Library in
Anchorage. Formerly administered
by the Library of the Secretary of the
Interior, it is considered to be the
leading natural resource library in
the state. It serves all the federal
agencies, as well as Native
corporations, state agencies, and
the public.

Alaska BLM has just published a
guidebook on the restoration,
rehabilitation and prevention of
undue degradation to the land
surface.

The guidebook brings together
current knowledge about technol-
ogy and methods for mitigating
surface disturbance and reclaiming
disturbed areas. This first version of
the guide will be updated as new
information is developed.

Although it is mainly intended for
BLM personnel, the guide may be
useful to people who use the public
land for such things as pipelines,
power transmission lines, mining
operations, recreation development,
timber operations, etc.

v

The University of Alaska has
signed an agreement to do
archeological field work for BLM's
Arctic District, beginning with a
project along the Utility Corridor.
This summer a university graduate
student will begin excavating a site
about 30 miles south of Coldfoot.
BLM, which needs the information
for its Utility Corridor Resource
Management Plan, will help this
student and others in their research
projects by providing logistical
support and the advice of
experienced staff archeologists.

in a move that will save money and
aid the spread of knowledge, BLM
has begun entering all cadastral
survey maps in the Computerized
Map Cataloguing Information
Retrieval System. Thisis a catalogue
of existing maps. It lists the area
shown in a map, where the map is
located, who madeit,and thekindof
information it shows. The state of
Alaska is also participating in the
cataloguing system, which will allow
state and federal agencies to share
products and information and will
avoid the duplication of maps that
already exist. Land status maps,
maps showing fire fuels, vegetation
and other resources, orthophoto
maps and photo-index maps are all
being entered and accessed by the
system. Thisis not a sales catalogue,
but is used as an inventory tool.

v

The draft EIS is expected to be
published in May for the proposed
Trans-Alaska Gas System pipeline
from Prudhoe Bay to Port Valdez. A
public hearing will be heldin June as
part of the public review and
comment process.
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