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BLM Librarian helps rebuild Kuwait

Hey, she's a librarian, for Pete's
sake, not Indiana Jones. We ex-
pected Martha Shepard to stay
tuckedamong the stacks, quietly an-
swering our requests for off-beat in-
formation. So the long-time director
of BLM's Alaska Resource Library
surprised a lot of people when she
suddenly announced she was tak-
ing a year’s leave of absence to go to
Kuwait.

It turns out she’s going, with the
blessings of BLM'’s Alaska State Di-
rector, to help rebuild war-ravaged
library collections in Kuwait City.

And by the way, she just got mar-
ried.

Shepard was chosen from more
than a thousand applicants nation-
wide to receive a fellowship under a
program operated jointly by the
American Library Association and
the U.S. Information Agency. The
program places U.S. library special-
ists in overseas institutions for up to
a year. She is one of just 19 people
chosen this year for fellowships, and
is the only one going to Kuwait.

Shepard says, “Am I nervous?
Yes. I'm going to the National Sci-
ence and Technology Information
Center, which isa part of the Kuwait
Institute for Science Research. The
center was totally wiped out.
Looted. Everything was removed,
including the rugs, the walls. They
essentially destroyed the building,
and a number of people never came
back after the occupation.”

Some of Shepard'’s friends rigged
up a veil as a gag gift for her, but it
turns out she won'’t really need one.
“What people continue to ask me is
what will I wear? The answer is,
conservative western dress,” she
said. “Skirts well below the knees.,
and so forth. It ought to be easy for
alibrarian! As far as I can tell, Arab
countries vary from place to place in
how conservative they are, and Ku-
waitfalls somewhere in the middle.
Women can drive. You don’t need a
veil. If you’re married, you can go
to a family beach with your hus-
band."

Friends gave Shepard a veil as a gag gift—but she won't need it. She can wear
western dress while working on her fellowship in Kuwait.

But there’s one big hitch with go-
ing to the beach, says Shepard. “The
problem is that mines float up on the
beach regularly.”

This summer she married Rodney
Jackson, formerly with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. He’s accompa-
nying her to Kuwait, and the Insti-
tute has asked for his resume
because he’s a marine biologist. “So
he may work for the Institute too,”
she said.

The foreign intrigue part of the
trip has already started. “Probably
the most exciting thing was when
our passports got stolen. They were
coming back from the Kuwait em-
bassy in D.C. after being stamped
with our visa entrance. They were
in an overnight express U.S. Mail en-
velope. It was delivered with a slit
in the bottom—empty. So we now
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have new passports and are hand-
carrying them to D.C. to be stamped
with our visa.”

People kid her that they’re going
to start hanging yellow ribbons on
trees for her. “I told one friend, if
anything happens, please plan to
march on Washington,” she joked.

Shepard’s old, comfortable job
will be waiting for her when the
grand adventure ends.

—Jane Mangus






















esssssssssssssss  frontier flashes ——————

The Cook Inlet Tribal Council has
presented the RAPS program with
their 1992 Community Organization
of the Year Award. The Tribal
Council is the non-profit arm of
Cook Inlet Region, Inc., the
corporation serving Anchorage area
Alaska Native communities. Jeff
Brune and Steve Haines, VISTA
volunteers working with the RAPS
program, accepted the award at
ceremonies in Anchorage. “With
supportive organizations such as the
RAPS program, Native students
have a much better opportunity of
succeeding,” said Virginia Thomas
of the council’s Native Education
Committee.

v

The massive cleanup of PCB-
contaminated soils in the Swanson
River oil field has now been
completed, at a cost of $45 million.
Some years ago, oiled gravels were
used to control dust on roads and in
the parking lot of the oil production
complex. In 1984, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service found that the oil
used for this purpose was
contaminated with PCBs. Atlantic

Richfield Co., which later took over
the operation of the field, contracted
with Ogden Environmental Services
to clean up the soil. Ogden has now
finished decontaminating 107,686
tons of soil and gravel, using a huge
incinerator shipped to Alaska and
assembled on-site for the purpose.
BLM oversees oil and gas operations
on federal onshore land.

v

BLM’s Alaska Fire Service in
Fairbanks sent 17 logistics and
support workers to the Everglades
National Park in Florida to help
restore services and rebuild facilities
destroyed by Hurricane Andrew,
which destroyed the homes of more
than 100 National Park Service
families and did massive damage to
park facilities. The Alaskans
volunteered for the mission and
agreed to stay as long as required.

v

BLM district managers for
northern Alaska met with key staff
members of the girl Scouts of
theUnited States of America and of

the U.S. Departmenent of the
Interior recently to discuss past and
future projects. Under a 1988
memorandum of understanding
between the Girl Scouts and the
Department of the Interior, BLM
will provide projects for the scouts
as well as special tasks that will
fulfill requirements for scouting
badges.

v

This year Kobuk District Manager
Helen Hankins is serving as
president of the Yukon-Alaska
Council of Toastmasters. Currently
there are 25 toastmaster clubs in
Alaska and in the Yukon and
Northwest Territories of Canada.
Also Hankins was detailed recently
to the BLM Alaska State Office in
Anchorage to serve as Deputy State
Director of Administration.
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