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Ninc hundred acres of boreal forest
went ablaze in |nterior Alaska last Julg. It
wasn’t a spontaneous wilc]Firc, howcvcr;

five years of Planning and research were

behind the cxperimcntal burn, dubbed
“Frostfirc.” Thc (/lnivcrsitg of Alaska
Fairbanks says more than 50 research
teams from the US, Canada and JaPan
are stuclying fire behavior, and how it may
affect globa| climatic changcs of boreal
ccosystcms.

Flamcs Produccd bg the Prcscribcd
burn cxPcrimcnt mimicked natural
conditions: black spruce and feather
moss burned raPidlg within the fire’s
2,000-acre Pcrimctcr, while flames moved
more slowly t]—lrough hardwoods and
splwagnum moss.

Frostfire is casilg the most
documented fire in historg. One unusual
feature of the cxPcrimcnt was the extent
of media coverage. For seven dags, a six-
person crew from National Public
broadcasting followed fire activities for

Procluction of an uPcoming NOVA
segment. Tl’mc National lntcragcncg [ire

(oordination Center based in Poise,
|daho, also assigncd a film crew to
document the fire and the related

rcscarcl'o.

900 acres up in smoke

BLM Alaska Fire Service (AFS) firefighters used drip torches to
light flames along the firebreak for the prescribed burn known as
“Frostfire” — a fire management experiment to study fire behavior
and how fires in boreal forests may effect changes in global cli-
mate. The fire was conducted last July by the AFS at the request of
the University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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Changing of the guard

]:;ve years ago, the Bureau of Land
Management’s Alaska Resource Advisory
Council (RAC) was created to advise the
BLM on resource and land management
issues for the 86 million acres of public land
that BLM manages within Alaska. Since its
beginning, the Alaska RAC has examined
dredge mining on the Fortymile River north
of Fairbanks, and issues associated with
17(b) easements — easements that cross
Native allotment lands.

Council members come from all over
the state. They have different backgrounds
and represent diverse interests, but they all
aim for consensus on public land manage-
ment issues. The 13 members are divided
into three groups representing economic
and recreation interests; conservation,
environmental and academic interests; and
elected officials, Native corporations, and
the general public. The three reappointed
members of the RAC will ensure continuity
while 10 new members bring fresh perspec-
tives.

RAC members appointed for the two-
year term that began September 19 are:

Oil & gas; Mining, and Commercial
recreation interests:

A Brett Carlson, Owner/Operator,
Northern Alaska Tour Company
(Fairbanks)

A Tom Crafford, Geological consultant
(Anchorage)

A Gary Gustafson, Senior landman,
BP Exploration (Anchorage)

A Larry Taylor, Miner/Recreational tour
guide (Eagle)

Conservation; Historic, and Dispersed
recreation interests:

A Susan Olsen, Alaska Quiet Rights
Coalition (Anchorage)
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A John Stroud, Environmental Systems
Research Institute (Anchorage)

A David van den Berg, Wilderness
guide (Fairbanks)

A Elizabeth Whealy, Alaska Raptor
Rehabilitation Center (Sitka)

Elected officials; Alaska Natives, and the
Public-at-large:

A Karen Burnell, Vice President of Human
Resources, Arctic Slope Regional Corp.
(Barrow)

A Tom Hawkins, Senior Vice President,
Bristol Bay Native Corp. (Anchorage)

A Larry Houle, Executive director,
Heritage Land Bank (Anchorage)

A Paul Roehl, Land manager, Bristol
Bay Native Corp. (Anchorage)

A Rick Solie, Jr., Fairbanks North
Star Borough Assembly

All advisory council meetings are open’
to the public and include a public comment
period. Biographies of members, minutes of
previous meetings, and announcements
about future meetings are available on the
website: www.ak.blm.gov/advisory.html.

—TERESA MCPHERSON






Worcl travels about A!aska archacologg handbook for teachers

N When BLM archae-
ologist Dr. Robert King
and former BLM writer
Karen Laubenstein got
together to design an
educational archaeology
handbook, they didn’t
follow the usual text-
book format. King and
Laubenstein wrote it as a
novel for children, pre-

senting a fictional family that
experiences episodes of Alaska’s history and prehistory.
The children travel back through time and participate in
events such as the Iditarod Serum Run, the building of
the Alaska Highway, and even adventures in the prehis-
toric past.

Their unique approach to learning is making In-
trigue of the Past: Discovering Archaeology in Alaska popu-
lar with more than just Alaskans. It was recently
adopted as a required educational resource by the
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Text and photos from BLM — Alaska Frontiers
may be reproduced in whole or in part. Black and
white photos may be available on request for
republication. Please credit BLM — Alaska.

BLM —Alaska Frontiers is located on the internet at:
http://www.ak.blm.gov/bim_frontier/frontindex.htmi
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Lower Kuskokwim School District, centered in Bethel,
and is also being used in states such as West Virginia.

Intrigue of the Past, published by BLM in 1996, is
designed to help teachers educate grades four through
seven about Alaska history and prehistory. The book
includes a resource guide and lesson plans forteachers.

King and Laubenstein’s collaboration is part of the
national Heritage Education outreach program, in
particular, Project Archaeology, a statewide effort.

The Alaska State Historic Preservation Office
coordinates with other agencies, including the BLM and
National Park Service (NPS), to set up workshops that
introduce teachers to the Alaska handbook and to
national program study materials. NPS funded work-
shops in Bethel, Fairbanks and Anchorage earlier this
year, with others scheduled for Sitka and Barrow.

The handbook is also available through Project
Archaeology program coordinator Dr. Diane Hanson, at
the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology in An-
chorage. For information about publication and distri-
bution of the Alaska handbook, call: (907) 269-8713. A





