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Construction of the cabin msude the new Cultural and V|S|tors Center

Over the years the outdoor recreation planners of BLM’s Eastern
Interior Field Office have weathered tough working conditions while
building 11 public-use cabins in the agency’s White Mountains National
Recreation Area. They've faced clouds of mosquitoes, sudden downpours,
smoke from wildland fires, roaring generators, and lightning. They’ve
baked under the intense afternoon sun and toiled through frosty morn-
ings with numb fingers and toes.

It’s these challenges — or the lack thereof — that made their latest
work site stand out from the rest. The crew worked in tee shirts even as
snowflakes fell from the sky. They drove home every night to sleep in

s their own beds. Electrical power for tools was as close as the nearest wall
Alaska Dinosaurs ottt
Credits

In late October, the field office’s crew of nine com-

in inside the exhibit hall of the new Morris Thompson
Cultural and Visitors Center in downtown Fairbanks.
The striking, contemporary building on the banks of
the Chena River is now the home of Fairbanks’ Alaska
Public Land Information Center (APLIC), in which the
BLM is a partner agency.

APLIC is working with the Tanana Chiefs Confer-
ence to fill 8,000 square feet of exhibit space that will
feature the natural history, lifestyles, cultural heritage
and recreational opportunities of Interior Alaska.

One highlight of the exhibits will be the log cabin,
placed in front of a large mural painted by artist Jan
Vriesen. Visitors who walk through the cabin and peer

Craig McCaa

pleted construction of a full-sized White Mountains cab-

Craig McCaa

Extenor of the new Morns Thompson Cdltural and
Visitors Center, Fairbanks, Alaska.

out its windows will look upon a wintry scene that
includes a dog sled, a wandering moose, a frozen lake

— continued on page 4






Barrow Students Have a Summer to Remember
Ivotuk Science Field Camp

(bak-ro)Jen Sch:aeffer (BLM Camp anagr), Randy Bordeaux (student), Tmmy Nageak (llisagvik College representative),

Joseph Okakok (student), Michael Kunz (BLM Archaeologist/Science Camp Coordinator) and Jim Ivanoff (bear guard)
(front row) Joycelyn lvanoff (student), Kimberly Neakok (student) and Dominique Nayukok (student).

Last summer, five lucky col-
lege-bound students participated
in a BLM-sponsored science field
camp at Ivotuk on Alaska’s North
Slope. The BLM Arctic Field Office
coordinated the camp with Ilisagvik
College for students interested in
understanding the BLM’s role in
protecting subsistence resources and
activities, land status, and oil and
gas exploration and development.

From July 30 to Aug. 6, 2008, the
BLM staff led lectures, discussions
and hands-on field activities about
archaeology, paleontology, natural
resource management, cultural
resource management, oil and gas
exploration, aviation/logistics, and
global positioning technology. From
excavating Paleo-Indian archaeolog-
ical sites dating between 7,000 and
12,000 years old, to checking out a
test well within the National Petro-
leum Reserve-Alaska while discuss-
ing oil and gas exploration issues,
this was an experience the field
camp students won’t soon forget.

The field camp’s participants
included Kimberly Neakok of Point
Lay, Dominique Nayukok and
Randy Bordeaux of Atqasuk, and
Jocelyn Ivanoff and Joseph Okakok
of Barrow. Okakok had planned to
take business and management at
Ilisagvik College this year. Par-

ticipating in the BLM field camp
changed all that. By the time the
camp ended, Okakok decided to
switch his major to an associate
degree program as the first step
toward a four-year degree in land
management. He will also be partici-
pating in a Spring 2009 internship
with the BLM. Okakok says while
at the field camp, he discovered his
passion for the land he lives on.

Ivotuk lies at the southeastern
edge of the National Petroleum
Reserve-Alaska, about 195 miles
south of Barrow. Surrounded by low
arctic tundra, Ivotuk is west of the
Ivotuk Hills, between the Colville
River and the Brooks Mountain
Range near the east fork of the Etiv-
luk River. Once a drill site in the
petroleum reserve, today Ivotuk is
a small research site supporting an
autonomous research platform that
transfers scientific data to research-
ers at their home institutions
around the United States in near
real-time. The site has an airstrip,
short gravel road to Otuk Creek,
and a small compound with a cabin
operated by the BLM.

BLM Arctic Field Office staff
included Mike Brandau, Mike Kunz,
Francis Macalady, Ben Nageak,
and Jean Schaeffer. Tommy Nageak
represented Ilisagvik College as stu-

dent advocate, and Jimmy Ivanoff
from the U.S. Department of Energy
was the ‘bear guard.’

Tommy Nageak said the camp
“gave the students, including myself,
a more in-depth and detailed look
at the issues we are facing with the
energy crisis that is ongoing today,
especially within the reserve. The
BLM staff was great, and I hope to
see more of these summer camps
every year to entice North Slope
students to get more involved in the
future decision-making about our
lands.”

— Staff from Ilisagvik College
contributed to this article.

BLM Arctic Field Office

Jim Ivanoff and Ben Nageak at Mesa
Site.
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ARLIS

A Treasure
Trove of
Resources

ARLIS, Room 111, Library Building 3211 Providence Drive, Anchorage, AK 99508 + 907-272-7547

The Alaska Resources Library
and Information Services (ARLIS)
is tucked inside the University of
Alaska Anchorage/Alaska Pacific
University Consortium Library like
a pearl in an oyster. A treasure
trove of thousands of books, hun-
dreds of periodicals, voluminous
reference and research materi-
als, maps, atlases, and documents
from eight federal and state agen-
cies fill the shelves. Science kits of
skulls, fur, small mammals, and
bird mounts are also available for
check-out. If ARLIS’s collection isn’t
enough to search through, ARLIS
can get materials from other Alaska
libraries through inter-library loan

‘requests.

Provided by ARLIS

ARLIS’s new BLM librarian,
Leslie Champeny, said the science
kits surprised her most out of all
the library’s materials. Champeny
said, “There are a couple of small
mammal mounts in addition to lots
of birds. Furs and skulls are from
a variety of land and sea animals,
from wolverine to polar bear, sea
lion and sea otter.”

(léft t'd"right) The ARLIS management staff: BLM Liberian Leslie Champeny,

ARLIS collections are available

on its Web site: http://www.arlis.org.

This resource can be invaluable for
researching and gathering informa-
tion. Several of the 700 journals
ARLIS subscribes to are also avail-
able on-line. If the site lists the jour-
nal name in bold, it is a live link to
the complete on-line journal and its
Web page. Champeny said they are
in the process of revising the ARLIS
Web site and are excited about a
new look in the near future.

The public can check out mate-
rials for up to four weeks with
an Alaska or ARLIS library card,
place inter-library loan requests,
or use reference materials. ARLIS
is a member of the Alaska Library
Network. An ARLIS library catalog
search will also search the Consor-
tium Library, Anchorage municipal
libraries and the WorldCat catalog
of global library resources.

The library staff is available
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. The library is also available
unstaffed whenever the Consortium
Library building is open.

Collections Development Celia Rozen, Team Librarian Tina Huffaker, Reference
Services Coordinator Carrie Holba, Systems Coordinator Steve Johnson.
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Pam Eldridge

Champeny said, “Parking for
ARLIS visitors can be free, but it is
subject to the University’s parking
enforcement.” Champeny explains,
“First-time visitors should go to the
ARLIS Reference Desk for instruc-
tions on free parking during their
future visits to ARLIS.” Founder
agency employees should call the
ARLIS Reference Desk at 907-272-
7547 for parking information before
they visit the library. Free parking
and a shuttle is also available at
University Center.

The parking issue is a small
inconvenience compared with the
values people find at this resource;
just add a few extra minutes to your
plans to find a parking spot. ARLIS
is a repository of government and
scientific information not available
elsewhere. It is a gem available to
all Alaskans by car, by phone, by
Internet or inter-library loans.

— Pam Eldridge
pam_eldridge@blm.gov


















