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shepard lends skills in rebuilding
Kuwaiti information center

Ed Bovy

veil—for her year-long trip to Kuwait.

Alaska People 4 September 1992

Martha Shepard smiles as her co-workers present her with a gag gift—a black

by Jane Mangus

For a life of thrills and
adventure, you should become a
librarian—right?

Don’t laugh. Martha Shepard,
long-time director of the Alaska
Resources Library, is about to
take off for a year in Kuwait.

With the State Director’s
approval, she’s taking a year's
leave of absence to lend her
efforts in rebuilding the war-
ravaged library collections and
services of the National Scientific
and Technical Information Center
in Kuwait City.

Shepard was chosen from more
than a thousand applicants to
receive a fellowship under a pro-
gram operated jointly by the
American Library Association and
the U.S. Information Agency.

The program places U.S. library
specialists in overseas institu-
tions for up to a year. Shepard is
one of just 19 people chosen this
year for fellowships.

Shepard says, “Am I nervous?

' Yes. The information center
- where I'll be working was totally

wiped out. Looted. They

ssentially destroyed everything.”
Some of Shepard’s friends

igged up a veil as a gag gift for

. her, but it turns out she won't

eally need one. “People keep
sking me what I'll wear. The
nswer is, conservative western
ress,” she said. “Skirts well

. below the knees, and so forth. It

ought to be easy for a librarian!
“As far as I can tell, Arab
ountries vary from place to place
n how conservative they are, and
Kuwait falls somewhere in the

' middle. Women can drive. You

don't need a veil. If you're

' married, you can go to a family

each with your husband.”

But there’s one big hitch with
going to the beach, says Shepard.
“The problem is that mines float
up on the beach regularly.”

On August 1 Shepard married
Rodney Jackson, formerly with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
He will accompany her to Kuwait.

Shepard says the foreign
intrigue part of the trip has
already started. “Probably the
most exciting thing was when our
passports were stolen. They were
coming back from the Kuwait
embassy in D.C. after being
stamped with our visa entrance.
They were in an overnight
Express Mail envelope. It was
delivered with a slit in the
bottom—empty. So we now have
new passports and are hand-
carrying them to D.C. to be
stamped with our visa.”

People kid her they're going to
start hanging yellow ribbons on
trees for her. *“I told one friend, if
anything happens, please plan to
march on Washington.”

Shepard’s old, comfortable job
will be waiting for her when her
adventure ends.
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SWIFTWATER RESCUE TRAINING PAYS OFF. OndJuly 15 four Glennallen Associated Press reporter Terry
District employees got a real life chance to put their swiftwater rescue training Badger (left) listens as BLM land
into practice. During a routine patrol of the Delta National Wild and Scenic surveyor Dan Wiesner describes
River, outdoor recreation planners Chris Bunyard and Jack Bennett and SCA the inertial navigation system
volunteers Steve Thomas and Paul Fiedler rescued two persons who were aboard a contract helicopter.
stranded after their canoe overturned on a rock. Supervisor and swiftwater Badger visisted BLM's survey
rescue instructor Janelle Eklund said, “I'm very proud of this crew and their camp 14 at Tonsina in August to
ability to handle a difficult situation without any problems.” Eklund is now one research an article on rectangular
of two certified instructors in the Glennallen District. survey systems used in Alaska.
Story on page 5.

Standing: Bunyard and Fiedler. Seated: Bennett and Thomas, with supervisor
Janelle Eklund (center). Photo by Teresa McPherson.
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