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New planning effort
underway

The Bureau of Land Manage
ment (BLM), in cooperation with
the North Slope Borough, the
State ofAlaska, and the Miner
als Management Service and
other federal agencies, is start
ing to develop a new manage
ment plan for a 4.6-million-acre
area in the northeastern corner
of the National Petroleum
Reserve-Alaska (NPR-A). To
produce the best plan, the BLM
wants information from the
public on a wide range of re
source issues including wildlife,
subsistence, and the prospects
for oil and gas development.

During the last two weeks of

____

March, BLM is meeting with the

___

public at “scoping” meetings to
obtain information and learn
about people’s concerns, desires
and expectations for the area.
The BLM is particularly inter
ested in obtaining information
from local residents and Inupiaq
translators will be present at the jj
meetings occuring on the North March 31
Slope. May

October
“We need information from the Nov.-Dec.

public by March 31,” said BLM
Northern District Manager Dee
Ritchie. “The public will have
other opportunities to provide
comments and information, but
the earlier the planning team
receives information, the better
chance it has to incorporate it
into the development of the
plan,” he said.

Bureau of Land Managment-kuayaat uvva tchuisukkaluaqsimarut samma inugnin
nunaaqqiurani iñuuruanik.

Myugaaqtaurusi iluqasi kasimaniaqtuanun kasixnmatiginiaqtal)at aasli uvva isiimma

tisi sutigun, ilisimarasi suli nirutivsigun, arjunianivsigun, suli uqsrukim/ikiimma
tiksrauianikun nunaurami qiñiqtuni uqausiisukta1)at National Petroleum Reserve
Alaska-mik. (ntmauraq tautuglugu ijitchuivsaaukkuvich sumi ipiaqtila.ai3a
uqausiiraijat)

Important dates in NPR-A planning schedule

199$
June
July

End of first public comment period (scoping phase)
Descriptions of management alternatives developed
Draft environmental impact statement (EIS) available
Public hearings and comment period on draft EIS

Final ElS published
Final decision document released

NPR-A public scoping meetings scheduled

March 17 Barrow North Slope Borough Assembly Room, 7:30 pm
March 18 Atqasuk Community Center, 7:30 pm
March 19 Nuiqsut Kisik Community Center, 7:30 pm
March 25 Anchorage BLM Campbell Tract Offices, 6 pm to 9 pm
March 27 Fairbanks Noel Wein Library, 5 pm to 9 pm



Some commonly asked questions
How to contact the

What will the planning effort accomplish? PlanningIElS team
The plan will outline BLM’s future management of land, resources
and their uses in the northeast part of the National Petroleum Re
serve-Alaska. This may include identifying lands that should be

Written comments can be

made available for oil and gas leasing as well as lands and resources
that should receive protection. NPR-A Study

BLM
Why are you planrnng for the northeast corner of NPR-A? 222 West 7th #13
Recently announced plans for the development of the Alpine oil field h AK 99513
bring a production pipeline and other facilities to within ten miles of

c orage,

the northeast portion of NPR-A, making this area more attractive to
industry for oil exploration. However, an area around Thshekpuk or sent via the Internet to:
Lake is rich in waterfowl, seabirds and wildlife. It would be inappro- http:llwwwndo.ak.blm.govlnpra.
priate to consider leasing without examining the need to protect
other resources. This planning effort will serve both objectives. Comments for this first phase

of the planning effort must be
Why aren t you planrnng for the whole NPR-A? received by March 31, 1997.
The NPR-A is about 23 million acres in size and includes several
different regions and a wide range of resources. Access is difficult to For specific questions about
many locations. Plnnrng for the entire area at once would take the plan, call Jim Ducker at:
much more time and effort. BLM will develop plans for a smaller

(907) 271 3369
portion of the Reserve now and then the Secretary of the Interior will
evaluate whether to extend the planning effort to other portions of
the NPR-A.
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NPR-A Study
Public Response Form

Identify resources and activities that you want BLM to be aware of.
Use the map on the back side of this paper to assist you if necessary

Describe any other concerns you have regarding the northeast
portion of the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska.

Name:

Address

City/State/Zip code

Send this form to: NPR-A Study, BLM, 222 West 7th #13, Anchorage, AK 99513 by March 31, 1997.

E lf you received this newsletter at a public meeting and want to receive future issues of this
newsletter, please check the box at the left so that we can add your name to our mailing list.


