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COOPERATIVE'EXTENSION SERVICE-University of Alaska 

About Homesteading in ,Alaska 
t ! 

The homestead law is design,id as an agricultural 
settlement law for purposes of farming. Anyone seeking 
land who dot,is · not desire a farm should i nquir>e about the 
many other laws by which land may be obtained, an explana­
tion follows this chapter. 

All unappropriated public lands in Alaska adaptable 
to agricultural use are subject to homestead settlement 
or entry if they are not mineral or saline in character, 
and are· not occupied fer the pur0 pose of trade or business 
and have not been embraced wi.thin the limits of any with­
drawal, reservation or incorporated town or city. 

Persons desiring to make homestead settlements or 
entries should first ·fully inform themselves as to the 
charactet1 and quality.of the lands they desire to enter 
and Should in no.case apply to enter until they have fully 
examined the land. Satisfactory information as to the 
character and unrecorded prior use of the public lands 
cannot be obtained in any other manner. 

Information of record as to whether a particular 
tract of land is subject to homestead settlement or entry 
may be obtained from the Land Office of the land district 
in which the tract 1s·1ocated. The public land records 
are available to the public between the hours of 10 a,m, 
and 4·p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays. 

QIIALlfit.\TIONS FOR A l!OMESTt'\ll I 
f I I I 

! 

1. Applicant must be 21 years of age or the head of 
a family. A veteran, under 21 years of age, who is 
entitled to veterans' benefits, is also qualified to make 
a homestead entry. 

2. Must be a citizen of the United States or have 
legally declared his intention to become a citizen. In 
the case of the latter, patent will be withheld until the 
entryrnan receives his citizic!nship. In fact, final proof 
can be made only by citizens of the United States. 
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3. Must not have perh,cted hom,-:>stipad entries fox• a 
total of more than lGCl acres in Alaska: A lioIOt!Stead entry 
in the states· is no bar against homesteading 160 acres in 
Alaska. · 

4. A married woman is not qualified to make a home­
stead entry if she is residing with her husband and he is 
the head of the family and the main support. 

5. Military service records ar•e necessary in order 
to substitute creditable service for residence. It is the 
applicant's responsibility to furnish same. Th.Ls may be a 
certified copy of certificate of discharge, or where same 
is not available, applicant's statement, corroborated as 
far as possible, giving all data availuble regarding his 
military service, as other accentable evidence. 

HOW TO FILE 
( ( l r ! 

I, 
SURVEYED LAND 

The Homestead Entry application must be filed on Form 
4-007. It is suggested for legibility that the application 
be typed or written in ink (if possible). All questions 
should be answered. The instructions to applicant on the 
reverse side of the application should be read carefully 
before attempting to fill out the application. 

An application to enter must be accompani'ed by a non­
refundable service charge of $25.00, without rkgard to the 
amount of acreage. 

UNSURVEY3D LAJ.VD 

Notice of location of settlement or occupancy claim 
in Alaska (Form 2560-1) is filed in duplicate in the land 
off ice after yoq have initiated .a homestead settlement · 
claim by actual settlement or occupancy of the land as 
described below. A $10.00 filing fee must accompany the 
location notice. 

Settlement is initiated th~ough the personal acts of 
the s_ettler placing improvements upon the ,.land and/or 
establishing residence ther•eon. A person making settlement 
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on unsurveyed land is required by li:!W> in order to fully 
p:t1oted: his rights., to do two th fngs. wif.Yi.tn 90 days c:1.ftcr1 

date of s.ettlcmen-t. They a.1°e:. filE,). a ll<.)tice of the set t.lr~­
rnent in the land off.ice, nnd po.st a copy on the land. 
Unless a notice of the claim is .fifoJ within 90 days ufter 
datt"? of settlement, no credit can b:'. · giv<::n for rcsiderice 
and cultivation prior to the filing of notice. When filing 
the notice of location it is extremely 5Jnportant to give 
the date on which settlement ox' occupancy was made. The 
mere fiiing of a location notice without actual appropria­
tion of the J.a.nd is not sufficient no,hold the land against 
valid appropriation of another settler and such notices 
are not acceptable. Settlement 'or occupancy r•equires · the 
staking of the land and placing improvements on and using 
the land, followed witl1in a reasoncible time by further 'acts 
of settlement and improvement. The tel'.'m "settlement" has 
further,been defined as "comprehensive acts done on the 
land by way of es:tablishing or' preparing to establish an 
actual personal riesi:dence, going thereon, and with reason­
able diligence, arra~girig to occupy it as a home to the 
exclusion of one elsewhere." T.he law makes it plain that 
a homesteader must proceed faithfully and honestly to 
comply with all the requirement$. 

The controlling date on a homestead location notice 
is the date of filing in the land office. However, prior 
to the filing of the location notice.there must have been 
some appropriation or settlement of the land. 

Metes and Bounds Description: Unsurveyed land must 
be described by metes and bounds. Such a description 
cons ls ts of a def.in.tte starting point known as Corner No. 
1, continuing a definite d.istance in a definite direction 
to Corner No. 2, thence to Corner No. 3, thence to Corner 
No. 4. and back to the point of beginning. Tne directions 
must be cardinal directions (north, south, east and west) 
whenever possible. The all-important point of beginning 
must be described accUI"ately in relation to a survey 
monument where possible, or to natural features such as a 
mouth of a creek or stream, river junctions, mountain 
peaks, or other prominent points or natural objects 
appearing on the map of Alaska. Mileposts, towns, bridges 
or road junctions are generally not good in that they often 
change, but they may be utilized as a supplement to the 
description. Narrow strips of land along streams, water 
courses or other natural objects will not be permitted. 
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(A claim will normally not be acceptable if it is. more 
than fou:r;' t.iroes. as long ;:;1s it i:.:. wid•= 1/w The approximate 
desc.1')iption of the land, by :.;,?ct ion, town~,h1p, and ;r.,a,nge 
as it will appea1' when ~,un'eycd must he fun1 ished; or, if 
this cannot be done, a st~tcment must be flJeJ setting 
forth a valid reason why suc:1 a description cannot be 
given. Where it is not possible to tie the point of 
beginning to a survey monument, the J.atitude and longitude 
must be given with as great accuracy as possible.· A free 
hand sketch showing the point o:f beginning and the outline 
of the tract claimed is helpful, and often it is advisable 
to obtain a U.S. Geological Survey topographic map of the 
area and draw in the claim and submit this with the loca­
tion notice. If required ask the land office for further 
information regarding marking and describing unsurveyed 
lands. 

HOW TO PROVE UP (REQUIREMOOS) I 
f I I I I 

RESIDENCE -- The homestead law contemplates that the home­
stead will be the pe1..,son' s home. Therefore, residence is 
defined as "a home to the exclusion of,a home elsewhere". 

Estab?isf1l!1ent of Residence -- Residence must be 
established on the land within 6 months from date of the 
Notice of Allowance, or filing of the location notice as 
the case may ho, However, an extension of 6 months may 
be dpp:rov,:~d wlrnn the filing of an application containing a 
witnessed statement that residence could not be established. 
within the first 6 months because of climatic reasons, 
sickness or other unavoidable cause, and a $5.00 service 
fee, is submitted to the land office. The entry year will 
still be :Oased on the date of tile.notice of allowance, 6r 
the elate the location notice was filed, regardless of 
whether or not a request for an extension of time to 
establish residence is made. 

Maintenanae of Residence -- The entryman is required 
to maintain his. residence on the homestead each year during 
the first, second, and third "residence years." The first 
residence year begins on the date ~ctual residence is 
established on the land and nor2ally does not coincide 
with the entry years or calendar' years. During each resi­
dence year, a homesteader ·is eri'titled by law to absent 
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himself from th.eland for not JDore·than two pe;r,iods, 
agg,regating as much. as. five m,onths. Ho~ve;r,, -two abs_ences 
·in ,lifferent residence years must be separated by a sub­
stantial period of residence on the land, if th.ey together 
total more than five month.s. An 0.pplication :is not 
reqi..tirea·· for·. such absences, but the entryman must file 
noi;:ice in the land office of the time of his leaving ancl 
the time of his returning to th<'~ la~d. 

Residenae Requil"ements for Vetel"ans -- Certain vet-~ 
erans may apply their service toward the residence require­
ment. Veterans of World War II and the following conflicts 
may apply their s'ervice credit as follows (4-3 CFR, Pt 181): 

Number of raonths of residence 
required during the first 

Number months of three years after entry 
' Service Credit 1st' year 2nd year 3rd y'ear 

19 or more 7 0 0 
18 7 1 0 
17 7 2 0 

16 7 3 0 
15 7 4 0 
14 'Y 5 0 
13 7 6 0 
7 -to 12 ' 7 7 0 

\ 

6 7 7 1 
5 7 7 2 
4 7 7 3 
3 

' 
7 7 t~ 

less than 90 days, 'I 7 7 

Red:,1,a·;ior:. in Residence Requirement' The manager is 
authorized to grant,a reduction in yearly residence 
l:.'f,qu::.rernents to horn,steaders who make proper· showing in 
thei:..., application that the climatic conditions made 
residence on the homestead for 7 months in each year a 
hardship. In such case~, a reduction in the terms of 
residence to 6 months in\each year over a period of 4 
years, or to 5, months in each year over a period of 5 
years can be allowed. If you wish to avail yourself of 
this_ provision, you must file in the land office an 
application corroborated by 2 witnesses setting forth the 
climatic con_ditions which render it a Qardship for you to 
reside on the land for 7 months a.year.' The statement of 
claimant and the witnesses must be submitted duri_ng the 
first year. 
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Leave of Abs.enoe. -- After es.tab.lishment of residence, 
and under certain conditions, a leave Qf~ absence may be 
g1:1 anted· for a yea;i:> or less. This type of .l;ave is used 
where failure or des:truction of crops, sickness or other 
unavoidable.casualty has prevented he homesteader from 
supporting himself by cultivation of the lard. A $5.00 

. service charge is requh1 ed. The period during which a 
homesteader is absent pursuant to duly granted leave can­
not be counted in his favor. 

CULTIVATION -- Since the homestead law is designed for 
agriucltural settlement it requires cultivation of the land 

· before patent. Section 2291, Revised· Statute, as amended, 
and 43 CFR 2567.5 defines cultivation as, "consisting of 
actual breaking of the soil, followed by planting, sowing 
of seed and tillage for a crop other than native grasses·. 11 

Webster's New World Dictionary defines the following: 
Tillage ;,.._ to prepare land for the raising of crops, as· by 
plowing, fertilizing, discing, etc. Cultivate -- to pre­
pare and use land for growing crops; tillage .. To break up 
the surface soil in order to destroy weeds, prevent crust­
ing and preserve moisture (prepare seed bed). To grow from 
seeds, bulbs, shoots, etc. (The cultivatable season in 
most parts of Alaska is generally considered to run from 
mid-May to mid-September). 

Some Further Impot'tant .Items -- Roots and stumps of 
cut trees r~ust be removed in order for the arr~a to be 
considerl:!d cleared and ready for cultivation. Burn piles 
and wind:.1 c:-;3 cannot be counted a3 cleared and cultivated 
acrdags:,. Af'tel' clearing the seedbed must be pr,3pared by 
breaking the gr'ound with a plow, heavy disk or some other , 
approp:::-iat~ machine. "Walking" heavy tracked equipment 
across ·c:1;.:: land while churning the tracks will generally 
not brec:ck the ground sufficiently to prepare a seedbed. 

The normal requirement for all homesteaders sets the 
following minimum amount: first entry year no cultivation 
requh.,ed; second entry year, l/16th of the total area 
required·; third entry year, 1/Sth of the total area re­
quired, and fourth and fifth years, if Final P1;'oof is not 
submitted before this time, the 1/St.h minimum must be kept 
in cultivation. The 11entry year 11 is fixed· from the date 
the notice of allowance is issued·, 01: the date the notice 
of location is filed in the land office,· as the case may be. 
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There are two exceptions to the :t'egular cultiyation 
requirement:. 1) Comru.1..rtation Pr•oo!' -- ·pt{tso11s filing com­
mutation proof are required to ~,how suhstantlJlly ·contin­
uous l'esidence upon the land :for at least 14 months follow­
ing the date of establishrneIYt of residence.· If a comrnuta­
t.ion proof is filed· before the ~,nd of the second "entry" 
year, cultivation of only 1/16 of the area must ho shown. 
However, lf commutation pl'.'Oof is delayed until the third 
entry year, cultivation of 1/8 of the area during the 
third entry year must be shown (For necessary fees refer 
to Final Proof) 2) The requirement as to cultivation may 
be reduced if the land entered is so hilly or rough, the 
soil so alkaline,· compact, sandy, or swampy, or the preci­
pitation or moisture so light as not to make cultivation 
practicable. However, this condition lJlUSt not have been· 
apparent at the time the land was first taken up. No 
reduction in area of cultivation will be permitted on 
account of expense in removing the standing timber from 
the land. Application for reduction in cultivation must 
be accompanied by a $5.00 filing fee. 

A reduction may also be allowed if the entryman, after 
making entry and establishing residence, has met with mis­
fortune which renders him reasonably unable to cultivate 
the prescribed area. In this case an application for re­
duction is not filed, but notice of the misfortune and of 
its nature must be submitted to the Manager of the Land 
Office, within 60 days after its occurence; upon satisfac­
tory proof regarding the misfortune at the time of sub­
mitting finil proof a reduction during the period of 
disabili-ty fol_lowing the misfortune may be .permitted. 

Habitable House -- Hapitable house means a dwelling 
suitable for year-round occupancy. The homestead law· 
requires t:1at a habitable house be on the land at the time 
of :filing final proof. There are no r'equirements as to 
size or materials. 

FINAL PROOF -- Upon completion of requirements as to resi­
dence, cultivation and habitable house, the applicant is 
ready to file Final Proof, which consists of the testimony 
of claimant and testimony of each of twQ witnesses. 

Final Proof must be filed before expiration of the .5 
.year statutory life on both surveyed· and unsurveyed land. 
(Using Form 22ll-2) Final Proof must be accompanied· by a 
nonrefundable service charge of $25.00 without.regard to 
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the amount of acreage. Cor:.l:"Uutation Proo£ is als.o filed. on 
Form 2211-2. All iinal Proofs nu~t be.cnade under oath. 
Final !Toof papers fot, unsurveyed land~ :nust he accompanied· 
by a Homestead Entry Application, Form 2510-1 and a non­
rt~fundable service cho.rge of $25. uo. 

PUBLICATION: POSTING AND SUI?VF.,'Y 

Notice for publication is issued upon acceptance of 
the claimant's Final Proof if the land has been surveyed, 
The necessary pape'l'.'s for publication are mailed to the· 
entryman who takes or sends them to the designatednews­
pape1~·. The publication period for rectangularly surveyed 
land is 5 weeks and on special surveys it is 9 weeks. In 
the case of special s1.irveys only a copy of the notice and 
plat must be posted on the land during period of publica­
tion. Upon completion of the publication the entryman is 
responsible for filing the publisher's affidavit of publi­
cation with the land office. If all is in order and if 
no protests are received within 30 days from date of 
publication, final certificate is forwarded to the Washing­
ton Office for patent. Patents cannot be issued until the 
land is surveyed and the plat filed in the land office. 
Upon receipt of the patent, the land office then mails the 
patent to the homes.teader advising the patentee to have it 
recorded at the local District Recorders Office. This is 
for the protection of the patentee and is required by State 
Law. 

There is no further dealing with tie land office with 
regard to registration, taxes, etc., after receipt of patent. 

C1F>ti2:,o:.,a Land -- Section 2 of the Act of April 28, 
1904 (3J Stat. 5-27; 43 U.S.C. 213), as amended, authorizes 
any pe::,son who has previously enterc:,d less than 160 acres 
of land under the homestead law, who has not perf~cted the 
en try, N', if proof has \been maJe, who still owns and 
occupies the land, to enter other and additional land lying 
contiguous to the original entry which, with the land first 
entered, will n0t in the aggregate exceed 160 acres·. Appli­
cants for an additional entry under this act must file 

. their application on Form 2510-1 accompanied.by a $25.00 
nonrefundable service charge.· \ 

• I 
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.Before final proof .may .be su.b.Iuitte~;i, the entryman must 
cultivate an amount equal to cm,~-elghth.' of thF.\ area of the 
additional erl'l:ry for at least ono. ·year afte.r tho additional 
entry is made and mus:t maintain this cultivation until the 
submission of p:rioof. This cultivation may be performed· on 
tho original entry, on the add:i. t:ional entry, or both~ but 
must be in addition to that reqnired and relied upon in 
making proof on the original entry. Residence must be made 
on•,i,tha or-iginal entry and not, repeat not, on the addi 
tional entry. 

Final proof for an additional entry under· this act may 
be submitted only at the time-of final proof for the ori­
ginal entry, or subsequent thereto, but must be submitted 
within the five (5) year statutory life. Commutation proof 
cannot be filed for entries ~nder this act. 

Contiguous or Nonaontiguous Land -- Section 6 of the 
act of March 2, 1889 (25 Stat. 854; 43 U.S.C. 214), 
authorizes any qualified person who has previously filed 
final proof for a homestead entry of less than 160 acres 
to enter· so much additional land, either contiguous or 
noncont.iguous, to the land originally enter'ed, as when 
combined with the acreage of the o~iginal entry will not 
exceed 169 acres. Applicants under this act are not 
required to show that they still own or occupy the original 
entry. The entryman is required to comply with the · 
residence and·· cultiva;tion requirements of the ordinary 
homestead law and must have a habitable house on the land 
before submission of final proof. 

APPLIC.4'1."'IO.V TO AlvlEND 

An 2,p?lication to amend should generally be based· 
upon the fact that an error was made in the original 
description of the land, An amendment may also be granted 
where, through· no fault or neglect of the homesteader, the 
land is found to be so unfit or unsuitable for occupancy 
or cultivation as to make it practically useless. This 
last amendment may not be granted except where at least one 
legal subdivision of the original entry is retained in the 
amended entvy. An application for amendment should be 
filed on Form 4-005, and must be accompanied by a $10 ser~ 
vice charge.· 
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CONTE'STS 

Any homestead entry, or s.ettle.roent claim may be contes­
ted it the homesteader is. fo.iliHg to live up to the re­
quirements of the homestead law. A contest may be initiated 
by either the government or a p1:,ivate party. 

If the charges brought would warrant the cancellation 
of the entry, if proven to be true, and the answer by the 
entryman denies.the chariges, the contest will be referred 
to a Hearings Examiner and a hearing will be held. This 
hearing is somewhat like a court trial and is cond4Fted 
for the purpose of obraining the facts in the case. · 

SECOND ENTRY 

Where a person has made a homestead entry or entries 
hut failed to perfect them, his right to make another home..: 
stead 1..=mtry is governed by the Act of September 5 t 191LI-, 
which provides that thE:! applicant must file an application 
for second entry and show, to the satisfaction of the_ 
Secretary of the Interior, that the prior entry or en-tries 
were made in good faith, wex'e lost, forfeited or abandoned 
because of matters beyond his control, and that he has not 
speculated in his r,ight, nor committed a fraud or attempted 
fraud in connection with such. pr,ior entry or entries. The 
determination whether or not the second entry is allowed is 
left ·to the1 discr,etion of the Bureau of Land ~-lanagement. 
Title 18, U.S,C. Section 1001, makes it a crime for any 
pel:'son to kno:.:ingly and willfully make to any department or 
agen:y of the u~ited States any false, fictitious or, fraud­
ulent stat~:::,:int.s or representations as to any matter within 
its j\.rt:.isdiction. 

Ch,~l't:.,:::i;{-)r> of t;2e Land -- As each np?licant is required 
to state t:11:d: he~ is well acquainted with the character of 
the land described in his application, and as all entries 
are made subject to the rights of prior settlers, the 
applicant can not make th·e statement that he is acquainted 
with the character of the land, or be sure that the land is 
not already appropriated by a settler, until afterhe has 
actually inspected it. The character and occupancy of 
public lands cannot be detel:'Tllined in any other, way. " 

Information as to whether·a particular t!"act of land is 
sub:i ect to entry may be obtained· from the Land Office of the 
land district in which the tract is located. 
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. \ie hope. tha~ w.e have ans.w:ered your _9-uest~ons. pertain~rig 
to homeateading m the. State of AJ.ask.a ,•'and ,w::i._11 be happy 
to help, you with'. any s.peci.f ic problems pertaining to your 
entry. . Flease .remember that for the sake of brevity, home..,· 
stead. .requirements herein are general; tho:rcfore) any urdn­
"te'ntional corifliqlt · or omission in this pamph.let must he · 
subordJ;nated ta: :'the land laws and regulations. The full 
regulations.are'fdund in 4-3 CFR 2567, 2906, anc:l. 1821. 

TRANSPORTATION ,PROBLEMS IN. ALASKA 
( [ ( [ [ 

Bob Thomas, Alaska Dept of Hwys 

· "You can't ·gih there from- here" desc'ribes surface 
transportation fa~Ilities· into most areas of Alaska. A 
limited'highway network.connects several of the major 
cities with. the lower' 11 4-8" via the Alaska Highway. A 
unique marine high..\-ay. utilizing ferry ships expands this 
network to serve ina~or coastal communities between.Ketchi­
kan and Kodiak. Cooonunities located on major rivers are 
served during the summer months by river barge. Communi­
ties located along smaller rivers may be served by an 
annual river bar,,ge OP,erated during ~iring or fall high 
.water. All other. communities depend nearly entirely upon 
air: transportation for all goods and services. Persons 
who ,{ire considering settling on 'Alaskan lands are 
CAUTIONED t:-iat land available for this purpose,may well 
likely to remot:e with no sur.facei access. A current highway 
map may be obtained by writing Alaska Departrnen½ of · 
Economic Development, Alaska Travel Division;, Pouch E, 
Juneau, Alaska 99801. 



2 l Th.e notice of location [;hould be rnacle in only one 
na1ue, · p:t:>ef erably th.e husband. 

3) A serial number is as:cdgned upon filing notice of 
location. This number should ALWAYS be refer'l:'ed to in 
inquiries. A check is then mad C! by thE: land office r'egard­
ing the availability of the land. A mineral report is also 
requested from the U.S. Geological su·rvey concerni_ng the · 
mineral character of the particular area. 

If the land is unappropriated and not va:Luable for 
minerals, a "clearance lettt1r" is sent to the claimant 
indicating it is okay to proceed. If the U.S. Geological 
Survey map indicates that the land is valuable for locat­
able minerals the claim is completely invalid. If oil and 
gas or other leasable minerals are determined to be on the 
prope1~ty the claim is invalid UNLESS waiver of the mineral 
right is signed by the claimant. 

4) Within five years after signing the notice of 
location, all requirements must be met in order to apply 
to purchase the land. 

How to Desaribe the Land -- 1) Surveyed land: The 
description must be an aliquot part of the legal sub­
division of the section, township, range and meridian. 
For example: N 1/2 S 1/2, Section 12, TlN, R3W, FM. 
BLM can help but cannot write them for _you. 

2) Unsurveyed land, Metes and Bounds Description: 
Such a c:.esc.1°.tption consists of a definite starting point, 
called co~:i'.'!2 number 1, continue a certain distance in a 
definite dir·ec;tion by true heading (compass gives magne-tic 
heading so :z:ie sure to make proper correction) to corner 
nurnber 2 and then to corner number 3 , corner number 1+ and _ 
back to corner number 1 where you began. Boundaries must 
be in a straight line unless bordered on one or more sides 
by a stream or other fixed object. Point number 1 must be 
described in relation to a survey monu,~ent or to a natural 
feature such as a bridge, stream mouth, etc. The latitude 
and longitude must be as accurate as possible, if a survey 
mon~ment is not available. For additional information ask 
for AS0 .. 1821-1 ..: How to describe and mark unsurveyed land. 

(, 
Dra,w in 

phic' r.iap and 
the claim on a U.S. Geological Survey Topogra­
submit thi.':l with the notice of location. 

"•'•':,,; ,.. 
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ALL SURVEYS ARE MADE BY 'l'!II: Bum;AU or LAND MAN/\GCMLNT. 
Aft,2r residence and impr'oV•~!:'.1<:mt: X't'.'"tUh"orirents h;.wo Locm 11wt 
you are entitled to a fr'ec ~;nrv1:,y. After tr1c sur,vc:y has 
];:i,.1en completed, the p.lat of ::itlt'V<:'Y drawn up and, approved 
in Washington, D.C., it is filed .in the land offic~l of :the 
Bureau of Land Management. The dpplici:lnt is then notified 
and publication wi·ll be authorized. PATEllTS CANNOT BE 
ISSUED UNTIL THE LAND IS SURVEYED AND THE ?LAT IS FILED IN 
THE LAND OFFICE. 

Application to Purohase -- After improvements have 
been completed, and the residence requirements met, an 
application to purchase (ASO 2233) may he filed with the 
Bureau of Land Management. But this MUST be done within 
the five-year statutory life. Two copies are filed if thEY. 
land is surveyed, thriee if unsurveyed. 

Purchase priice is $2.50 per acre, $10.00 is the 
minimum price. A filing fee of $10.00 is riequired with 
the application to purchase, surveyed or unsurveyed land. 

Requirements: NON-VETERAN -- The applicant must show 
at the time the application to purchase is filed that you 
have lived on the land not less than five months each year 
in each of three (3) years after residence was established, 
and that residence was in a HABITABLE HOUSE, which·means a 
dwelli_ng suitable for year-round occupancy. VETERAN ·> __ 

Veterans of World War II and thereafter may apply their 
servic?i cr«::dit towar>d a homesite residr::nce requirements as 
follov1s: 

H01-lESITE 

No. ,r.ont:1s 
in S'2;l'"J'\ri:.,e 

17 ]6 15 14 13 5-12 4 
or more 

No. 1:.0:-.~:'.:s :~'.1st r'eside 
during =~~st year after 
reside,:c":! is established 

No. months second year 

No. months third year 

5 

0 

0 

5 

l 

0 

5 

2 

0 

5 

3 

0 

5 

4 

0 

5 

5 

0 

5 

5 

1 

A year is defined as being 12 months from the date the 
application. was filed (not a calendar, or fiscal year). 
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You are not reg_u.ired to establis.h. residence. within the 
first two yea1,s of filing th.e notice ofJloc~tion (Form 
2560-1) but you rous·t .perform acts of appropriation in a 
continuous manner to identify yourself with the land. 

Example: Assume a notlce of location (Form 2560-1) 
was filed January 1, 19'/ 1+. You begin to clear the land, 
build your home and perform oth,~r acts of improvement. You 
do not actually live on the land during the first year · 
after· filing the notice of location. · On May 1, 1975 you 
move to the property. Minimum residence is then computed 
as follows: May 1, 1975 - May 1, 1976 1st year residence 

May 1, 1976 - May 1, 1977 2nd year residence 
May 1, 1977 - May 1, 1978 3rd year residence 

Remember you must show residence of five (5) months 
in each of the three residence years unless veterans credit 
is claimed. Then you are ready to file application to 
purchase. 1) Residence must be in a habitable house. 
2) Military record (discharge papers) should be filed 
with the notice of location (Fot'm 2560-1) if not then, 
with the application to purchase. 

After the application to purchase (ASO 2233") has been 
filed with the land office, a review is made to determine 
the sufficiency of the application. If application to· 
purchase is in order a Bureau of Land Management field 
examiner will examine the claim to determine that com­
pliance with the regulations have been met. If require­
ments have been met and land is unsurveyed, survey of the 
land will then be scheduled. 

Aft~:' the land is surveyed or if it is already 
surveyed, t~e purchase price is paid ($2.50 per acre or 
not 19:;s tr.an $10.00) and authorization to publicize in 
a designate<i newspaper is granted. Full instructions for 
publication is sent to the applicant. 

After the last date· of publication there is a 30-day 
waiting period. Anyone who feels the requirements have 
not been net by the applicant has the right to protest. 
The plat of survey and notice of publication must be 
posted on the land fur the duration of the publication and 
adverse period. ·Afterthe publication period the applicant 
is responsible for filing the affidavit of posting and the 
newspaper· publisher's a·ffidavit of publication in the 
Bm.'0au of Land Management's office. 
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:P'C-nc(l l\~x•t,&f&aate and Patent -- After the exp:i:l.0 2rt:ion 
of the 30 da;/ adveJ.'se period;., i F no cop'test. was filed by 
the J?Ublic, 6.nd all else is satisfa~to~y, ilnal ceX'fificate 
is p:r.opared and ~ent to Anchor>age ffA::J.aska for. issuance of 
patent.· Pa font is, maiI.GJ to the i'ip:pllcant, at which time 
it must be .r.c~corded in the AliJ.ska $_~ate Division of Lands, 
d.i.str>ict land off :i.ce. Afte1' pa ton~ is issued there are no 
further·dealin.gs with-the Bureau of Land Management's 

'•?ff ice. · , ... 

For actua-1•. regulations concerni,ng Homesi te Act, see 
_title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations, subpart 2503. 
~tatus recbrds of Alaska lands are open to the public and 
the .availalfle lands may be deter'mined by checking these 
records at the Bureau of Land Management's land office, ·· 
hours ;10 - ..14 Mbnday through Friday. An applicant must be 
21 years old or the head of a family, a citizen of the 

,, United States, or have formally declared intention to 
become a citizen. 
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T~e Cooper~tiye Extension Serviq!:\l,SS a part of the University of Alaska conducts educational 
programs iri'agric,ultur~, natura'I re~ources, human resources (including home economics and 
youth), ~nd c~mrn'lin\p(resource development. Extension information and programs are av~Hable 
Jo all citi:z:ens tt-irol'.lgl')o(it Jhe suite~ regardless of race, color, or national origin. .. 
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Perhaps you1ve heard t.1-iere's fr~'t'I land in A1aaka 
for homestaaders. You wa.::;t the glamour of carving your 
own horne from the Alaska wildel'm!ss. We would suggest 
that a prospective homesteader check all information av­
ailable very carefully aw obtain e,d,rica from several sour­
ces before deciding t.o !hrow fate to the wmds1and come 
North to homestead. Other :sources of information include 
the Soil C,)nservation Service, the Agricultural E..xtension 
Service, and the Sb.ta of Alaska, 

F'or most pi.U"poses, homes in Ala.ska is a 
J;lli...:g o.~ t..':ie 1;a!!1 You:~ pitcn a tent on e outskirts of 
Anchorage, .cl.aim 160 acres, and call it a homestead. The 
Homestead Law of 1862 allowed farmers to obtain land for 
a farm ;.1.t. low cost, This law has never been repealed, and 
~ get a :::iomestead you~ start a farm. In other words: 
if you want land for .!9I other purpose but f~, you can-
zwt, hor,1estead. · 

Yltm laid is: Availailt? --
In the I.Dwer 4.8, most of the lands suitablo for ho me­

at.ea.ding have been in private ownership for decades. As 
hl;masteaders moved farther west into mountainous or ari<l 
regiorts, they met with less and less success. Today, in 
the Lower 48 or even in Alaska, there are almost no re-· 
maining areas of public landa which are sui1iifile1orhome­
ateadmg or farming development. 

The ollJs. lands pow own to homesteading in Alaska 
are called "unreserved NationaTResource Lands. 11 .As of 
October 1973, roughly 11 million a.ores of unreserved 
National Resource Lands remain in Alaska. In general, 
this land is remote and inaccessible. · · 

.What Is tile Awailaltle Lalli lie? 
. The climate is rugged. January temperatures -

aveni.ge from -lOOF. -to +lOOF., with JuJ,y temperatures 
averag'..ng 40°F. to 60°F. Approximately 16 inches of 
precipitation falls- yearly, with pa.rt of it as the 32- to 
o'i-incll yearly sn:rwf.a.11. The amount of precipitation is 
com....,.i:.wl(: to s:aci-a:r.id area.a o:f the West in the Lower 
48, so this could be considered an Arctic dese:1."t. 

_ Most of the areas open for bomestaading are in the 
continuous pendafrost zone. This means that the ground is 
pe:nnanently -frchen, although the uppe~st tnches of soil 
niay thaw in su.duner. Farming ~- -~ bancUcapped or 
impossible on ~rmafro~ artias. Gn:nmd water there is 

Non-existent transportation, small r-0pulation, and 
distance from markets. combine 1D make marketing of farm 
products difficult. Some Alaska food products cannot be 
profitably grown in Alaska because they cost more to gro•H 
than the cost of growing them elsewhel'e and transporting-_-·· 
them to Ala.aka. · -- · 

The cost of clearing la.Dd i~ expensive, and still 
higher in remote areas. Freight costs for equipment, 
fertilizer, and other necessities to areas where land is 
still available will be high. All freight must go by 1ir to 
the nearest airstrip. From there, you would r.eed to find 
othet· means of transportation to get 'it to your homestead, 
as :oo commercial transportation 'is available. 

W.hat Omar Prnhiems Does_ a Hcmeste;der face? 
_ _ You will probably miss SU.Ch modern facilities as 

running water, electricity, telephones, television and radio­
although these are not I'..ecessities. Selectmg a suitable · · 
homestead is oot simply finding a good piece of land to 
farm. You must consider your personal and social needs _ 
and those of your famil;r. Isolation from schools, church•a; - ' 
hospitals, post offices, nel.ghl.:ora; and community facil-
ities may make living difficult or da.-igerous. 

What Guaimcatttms Must a Hnmest:aaier Ha,s? 
To homestead you must be 21 years of age or older, 

or head of a hous_ehold. Only U. S. citizens may homestead, 
and they may claim up to 160 acres of land -1/4 sau.are 
mile. A woman may homestead, but a hu:sband and ~e 
may claim only one homestead. · · 

In general, to get a deed to th~ land you claim, you • -
must: -- .-- -, · - ,_ 

l. _Pay a.$10 filing fee to the-U~ S. Government 
2. Build a habitable house on the land 
3. Cultivate 1/8 of the land· · 
4, Reside on e land for at least 7 mor..t.!i.s a 

ear for 3 ears with .certain er ts given 
for prior military service 

5, Pay a $50 final proof fee w U. S, Govern.:n>:lnt. 
For the specific regulations, which are too lengthy to ex­
plain here, coui:act fae Ea.,;:-catx ~,f I,ru:1d l.vlanagement's 
Anchorage Land Office. 

How Successfll HM Other lltmesteaders in Alaska Bfflt -
~Roughw 2/3 of the persons Who appU~ io~;hom.e-
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Perhaps you've heard there's free land in Alaska 
for ·homesteaders. You wad the glamour of carving your 
own horne "from the Ala,,ka wilderness. We would suggest 
that a prospecti,ve homestaader check all information av­
ailable very carefully ar:d obtaln advice from severdl sour­
ces before deciding to throw fate to the winds'and coma 
Nor+.h to homestead. other :aources of information include 
the Soi.l C-:>nservatmn Semce, the Agricultural E.xtension 
Service, and the State o:f Alaska, 

F'or most purPQses, homesteading in Alaska is a 
~~ t.':ie E:St: You;~ pitch a tent on the outskirts of 
Anchorage, .claim 160 acres, and call it a homestead. The 
Homestead Law of 1862 allowed farmers to obtain land for 
a farm at. low cost. This law has never been repealed, and 
W get a ~omestead you must start a farm. In other words: 
if you want land for~ other pu..-pose but f~ing, you can­
U&>t hor.,estead. · -

Wfm uu Is· Avaftaile? 
In the !Dwer 48, most of the lands suitable for home­

at.eadinj( have been in private ownership for.decades. As 
tu,masteaders moved farther wost into mountainous or arid 
regior:a, they met with less and less success, Today, in 
the Lower 48 or even in Alaska, there are almost no re­
rr..aining areas of public lands which are suitable forhome-
6teading or farming development. 

The Ql'll,x. lands WW open to homesteading in Alaska 
are .:alled "unreserved National Resource Lands. " As of 
October 1973, roughly 11 million acres of unreserved 
National Resource Lands remain in Alaska. In general, 
this land is remote and inaccessil,le. · · 

. What Is ta Availalllt ~ lib? 
The climate is rugged. Januar,y temperatures 

aveni.ge from -lOOF. to +lOOF., with JuJ,y temperatures 
averaging 40°F. to so°F. Approximately 16 inches of 
precipitation falls- yearly, with part of it as the 32- to 
64-incll yearly snowfall. The amount of precipitation is 
coruJ,.liiil,.;:;.i.bl(: to s'?i:r!i-2.ri.d area.a n:f the West in the lower 
48, so this could be considered an Arctic desei-i:. 

_ Most of the areas open for home$te.adhlg a.re in the 
cqiltin\Xlus pends.frost zone. This means that the ground is 
permanently frcizan. although the uppe~st inches of soil 
may thaw in su.duner. Farming may b~ handicapped or 
impossible on ~rmaf:rost areas. Gmund wat.er there is 
oftea brackish t$r salty, and much of tbia land has no water 
available for dofnestic uses. Much of the- avaiJable .land is 
mar.ah, tundra,;;muskeg, or barren. Small forests of 
SPX'UCe or birchJmay be present but a.re mt ot commercial 

· quality, am the land lJ5 largely ungn.zed. Even in areas 
with the best a.wnmer climate, the long 'Wimer presents its 
own special prdblems. 

. lilt Cr;ps c.N· 1t 8nwn? 
. Wide differences in climate in Alaaka determine 

-what cmpe orlmatock can be grown, but we koow of no 
successful ianm, in the areas llDW Opell to homesteading. 
You -won't find darn, cotton, or or~hama in Alaska even 
near Andloraget,becaue tbeee crops are not adapted to 
'l!DrtbemcJJmates. ·Beef cattle.are~ unprofitable 
be<lawN they muat be f«l for awen wiJltar :months when 
there is no grumg. The open laDda. have a abort 60- to 
90-day ~rsee.soa which would make early p1antmg 
imperative - ?! you can fmd a cl'Op which will adapt to 
infertile eoll~ POOr l'Ul:X)ff, small amounts of .ramfall, and 
the harsh IX>riwt'll climate. · , 

.,, 
-ildWlll!ilt.c.t U>~? 

_ No ~te fJgures can be qlDtacl for the cost of de-
. velopmg a homestead into a profitable full-thne farm." If 

it were p,saible at all In the areas where lands are avail-
, able (and it ma;} E2!, be posaible), coats would be extremely 
high. In addWon to the iaitial coats for sta,riing a farm, a. 
homeateader mut have eDOugh capital to sustain ~is family 
for 5 tzJ 10 ye/U'S or until the farm begina to yield a regular 
income. M.i.ny:'people who come to Ala.ska with high hopes 
:,.tld little mone, have little krowl-edp of tbe problems in­
volved. 'The <.~t of clearing a l:!Ome.-.ad, constructing 
buil.d.1.ngs, lll:!d ~uipptog a new farm may rµn from $50,000 
to $200,000 or,gTeater. 

Alaska iiaa almost oo e:natl.on 1o the areas 
wh.e1"e home~ 1iixi Gi BZivaDahie. There are no 
:..""Oa.da, J:l:O public n-a;naponat!on, no boats, arid oo railroads 
to the anila..~le1b..nd. To~ thie land, you mUBt fly to 
th.e ni;,a~"'Sst a.b'.strlp or uk.e Md then go to the land on foot. 

. i 

-.:. 
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Non-existent transportation, small population, and 
. distance from markets combine 1n make marketing of fnrm 

products difficult. Some Ala.ska food products cannot be 
profitably grown in Alaska because they cost more to gro'N __ 
than the cost of growing them elsewhere and transporting · · 
them to Alaska. · 

· The cost of clearing land is expensive, and still 
higher in remote areas. Freight costs for equipment, 
fertilizer, and other necessities to areas where land is 
still avail.able will be high. All freight must gu by air to 
the nearest airstrip. From there, you would r:.eed to find 
othe1· means of transportation to get 'it to your homestead, 
as oo commercial transportation is available. 

W.hat Otiar Problems Does a Homesteader f:ate? 
. -- __ · You will probably miss sw:h modern facilities as 
running water, electricity, telei:nones,. televisfon and radio 
althciugh these a.re not F..ecessities. Selecting a suitable 
homest.ead is not simply fincling a good piece of land to _ 
farm. You must consider your personal and social needs __ 
and those of your famcy. Isolation from schools, churchea» -·· · 
hospitals, JX)st offices, nel.ghllors; and comm.unity facil-
ities may make livw...g difficult or da..'lgerous. 

What Quaimtiti,ns Must a Hnmesmier Hna? 
To homestead you must be 21 years of age or older• 

or head of a household. Only U.S. citizens may homestead, 
and they may claim up to 160 acres of land -1/4 square 
mile. A woman may homestead, but a husband and wife 
may claim only one homestead. · 

-· In general, to get a deed to the la.rid you claim, you <.- • -

must• · - -. 
1.' _Pay a.$10 filing fee to _the·• U.S. Gove~nt . 
2. Build a habitable house on the land 
3. Cultivate 1/8 of the land · · 
4. Reside on eland for at least 7 mori.ths a 

ear for 3 ears with .certain credits given 
for prior milita1y service 

5, Pay a $50 final proof fee to U. S, Government. 
For the specific regulations, which a.re too lengthy to ex­
plain hare, contact fae Earca.i.1 of I,and ManagemfJnt's 
Anchorage Land Office. 

How SUccessfd Have Other Mtrnesteaers in Alaska Ba■l< 
· Roughly 2/3 of the persons who- applied for•hom.e- · 

steads in Alaska have been unable to fulfill the requirements 
and get a deed of ownershipto1lieland,. Most of these 
people attempted W homestead lands far more suitable 
than the 11 million acres presently open. for homesl:ea.ding. 
In recent years, the number of successful homeste.;.ds 
has falleh. 

It is ill to homestead on lands closed to horoe• 
~tead~, Homesteads staked on withdrawn ds are of no 
_value~ the person who homesteaded, as the homestead 
is not valid. In addition to losing a.n;v investments or 

_ ·improvements made on the la.nd,tbe homesteader risks 
fines and court action. It is the pciteQtia;l homesteader's 
respoDBibility to check BLM land office records to see _ 

-- where homesteading is legally permitted. 
_ There are -less expensive ways to acquire lands in •­
Ala.ska. Compared with the costs of homesteading, it may 
be cheaper to bey land from private owners, tile State of 
Alaska, or the FederalGovernmentat land sales or auctions. 
All Federal lands which may be sold at auctions can be 
bought at appraised fair market value or greater ..:,.. so you 
might get land cheaper from a private Alaskan with whon,. 
you can "make a deal. 11 No lands are presently for sale by _ 
the Federal Government, and we _cannot anticipate at tllie · 
time when or,!!. axv sales will be pla.mied • 
_ .. _ .- If you still feel that you want to try homesteading in·_ 
Alaska, profit from others• experience. See what lruid.s of •--

-farms have succeeded in Alaska. Talk to the farmers. 
Inspect the land carefully in the summer. Find out about,. 
supplies and equipment, potential markets, access, soils, 
permafrost, transportation, and other facto:r.a which should 
iml.ue.nce your decision. 

Some people will be challenged by tile difficulties, 
but t:ry ·tr;> face J:!tll.li§tk:allY both problems and ha.rdships. 
Before you move to Alaska to homestead, nrat come here 
as a tourist with a round-trip ticket, 11nd talce an honest 
look at today's major problems with homesteading on 
Federal lands in Ala.ska.. .. - -·. , -. _ 

THERE lS NO SUCH THING 
AS "FREE" LAND! .. 



L\HD STATUS IN AL\SXA NOW: VERY COMPLICATED 
1---,..·-~----------------~-----··----·-·-,----··-··------~--.,--.-···----··~---- ---- __________ ------~--- .. ~-w 

----- ~•:---- - ;,_,-- ---------- ____ ...,,.. _ _____.,_ ____ ~-----
WHAT IS "l~<\ND STATUS?" Basically it means the status 
of tl1e lacd -- who owns it, and what the owner will allow 
you to do on the land. 

Preseatly the U.S. Government owns most of the land in 
Ala:;ka. Onu oft.he thlng1:1 which Uw U.S. Government will 
nnt ai L,w It;; clti:r.cm1 to c!o la to 8"U anywhero Uwy plt'ase 
in A luska and build a cu!Jin or try to start a farm. 

WHERE lS HOMESTEADING LEGAL? U.S. citizens have 
the right to homestead on Federal lands which have not been 
set aside for other uses. About 97% of the land in Alaska 
is set aside for other uses. 

The map below shows the approximate location of lands that 
are "u.n reserved"--not set aside for specific uses. X's mark 
major towns, and squiggly lines represent major livers. 
Compare this map to a larger map that shows topographic 
features, such as one in an atlas, to get a better idea of 
approximately where the "unreserved" lands are located. 
For _B.:ecific locations, you would need to come in person 
to a Bureau of Land Management land office in Anchorage 
or Fairban..'-;:s and consult BLM land status records. 
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THE SPECIFIC REGULATIONS RELATING TO HOME­
STEADING IN ALASKA (43 CFR 2567), AND HOW TO 
FILE A HOMESTEAD; ALSO, LAND STATUS DATA: 

Anchorage land Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
555 Cordova Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

TOURIST INFORMATION: 

Tourist Information Center 
Fourth Avenue and F Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Fairbanks District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
1028 Aurora Drive 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE INFORMATION: 
Ala.ska State Chamber of Commerce 
P. 0. Box 1661 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

(There are also Chambers of Commerce in: 
Anchorage Haines Kodiak 
Bethel Seward Nenana 
Cordova Homer Soldotna 
Seldovia Juneau Nome 
Valdez Kenai Palmer 
Dillingham Sitka Petersburg 
Fairbanks Ketchikan Ska,,away 

Wrangell 

af-vi~.l.H1 JIW..L &10 J.~ ... ~.-.J.WY43(1 ·e ·n 
tll't,t 111:JLI 01<'1 llOYMIO• 

WHERE IS HOMESTEADING ILLEGAL? On about 97'1 of 
the land in Alaska, homesteading is illegal. These lands 
have been set aside or "withdrawn" for other purµoses. 
These purposes, and some tentative acr"'age, fi,Iures, may 
explain to you why so litth.• lu.nd \:, t)f)<"n _t\, htH1wstea,li.ng; 

EX!STlNO WIT!!DilAWALB :;-- lll, MlLUGN :\CHr:s 
These reserve~ include alt' the land which the U.S. G,.1H•1·n­
ment withdrew for special purposes b€fore l:r,2. Included 
are Mt. ·McKinley National Park, two National Forests, 
numerous wildlife refuges and wildlife ranges. lands for 
military bases, Naval Petroleum Reserve Number ,J,, ·Katm:ii 
National Monument, the Kenai National Moose R..ange, and 
thousands of other similar, though smaller, withdrawals. 

NATIONAL INTEREST STUDY AREAS -- 80 MILLION ACRES 
These lands are under study for possible addition to or for 
creation of units in U1e national parks, forests, wildlife 
refuge, or wild and scenic river systems, Congress will 
have until December 1978 to act on any lands U1e Secretary 
of the Interior recommends for inclusion in these systems. 

CLASSIFICATION AND PUBLIC INTEREST AREAS -- 40 
MILLION ACRES 
These lands are being studied to see what future management 
should be. In the meantime, no homesteading is allowed 
since it might conflict with needs of Federal land manage­
ment policies on this land in the future. 

LAND FOR ALASKA'S STATE GOVERN11ENT -- 104 
:MILLION ACRES 
Under the Alaska Statehood Act, the State of Alaska may 
select 104 million acres. It has until 1984 to make all of 
its selections, but it is now in the process of selecting its 
lands. 

LAND FOR ALASKA'S NATIVE PEOPLES -- 40 MILLION 
ACRES TO BE SELECTED FROM 95 MILLION ACRES 
WHICH HAVE BEEN SET ASIDE 
Under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971, 
Alaska Natives relinquished their many claims to land in 
Alaska in return for 40 million acres and almost $1 billion. 
They have until December 1975 to select which 40 million 
acres they want. Some 95 million acres have been set 
aside from which they are now making their selections. 

TYPES OF CROPS SUITABLE FOR CULTIVATION: 
Extension Service 
University of Alaska 
College, Alaska 99735 

State of Alaska 
Division of Agriculture 
P, O. Box 800 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 

INFORMATION AND MAPS CONCERNING SOIL TYPES: 
Soil Conservation Service 
P.O. Box "F" 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS OF ALASKA: 

Geological Survey 
508 West Second Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Alaska Distribution Unit 
Geological Survey 
310 Firsti\venue 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

INFORMATION ON STATE LANDS: 

Alaska State Division of Lands 
323 East Fourth Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

"Alaska Land Lines," a free monthly publication of the 
State Division of Lands, gives informative and complete 
current information on lands owned by the State of Alaska. 
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