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111111su,d for tlw i11tL•rior to ,-;11fl'Pr fro1n a 1wriocl of dry \Yl'atlwr·. 
This drought 1i,-i1ally rn·c11rs i11 , \pril. ,\lay. and ,l11m'. a11d is sornl'­
tinws sl',·en' . It is f11rtlwr to lw n11tl'd tlwt tlw hl'a,·_,. pn·t·ipitatio11 
of the eoast rl'gion is l'OIHlucin• to a l11x11riant YPgl'tation. ~\ lwa,·y 
growth of gra:-s is fo1111d ,rlH·n·,·l•r it is not t-rowdl'd out IJ_v tree 
µTo,dh. Tilt' hP:l\·_,. rainfall t'nables !:'jll'lH'C', hP1nlol'k, and el'dar to 
attain larµ·t• :-ize and to maintain a foothold on till• sll'l'[l 11101111tai11 
,-ides ,du•rc thl're is lrnt little soil. All forms of hardy garden wge­
talill',-; thrin• wdl i11 this eoast !wit. but µTain gTo\\·ing is not a stll-el'ss. 
Tlw rain,- kel'J) grain ('!'ops green a11d growing l,l'yond the pPriod 
wht•11 tlw_v 1111µ:lit to matnn·, l'XCl'jlt in rare st'asons which are drier 
than norlllal. and the fall rains usually prt>n'nt the font1t'I' from 
s:ffing his grain aftl•r it has mat11rl'd. Exc('pt in a few lin1ited areas, 
as, for exalllple , in till' Ilaines count1·y, \\·here the rainfall is com­
parati,·p]y light. grain grn\\"ing can not be made a slll'L'l'ss on the 
('():ISL 

In the i11tL•rior, ou tl1e otht•1· hand. till' growth of natin• t n·l'S an<l 
shrubs is 11ot so luxuriant, but more 1warly approaclH's that of nor­
mal t'!'ops of grass and µ-rain in the Stall's. \\'bile thl' fall rains 
i11terfon· with the l'lll'ing of till' crops, there is generally su!lirient 
clrv \YPatht>r to harn·st them ,Yithout m11d1 loss. 

Conti11t!l'd rains in the C'oast regio11 not infreq11P11tly intprfere with 
fon11 work. On the otlH'r hand. extn'lll<' cold weatlwr of the wintl'r 
in the interior, where tl,e lt•mpt•rature so11wti11H's falls to -G:">° F .. 01· 

lo,Yl'r, makes life out of door:;, both for man and beast, uneornfortaule, 
Lut these pPriods of Pxtn•111e cold arc of hrid duration. It is f11rthL•r 
to Le noted that thev do not affect farm work to an\' notii:(•able 
Px!Pnt. because there ·is little outdoor farm work to lie ;lone at that 
time of the year. The sun1mers arc son1Pli111t.'S ltnC'o111fortabh· warm 
in the interior-the temperature at Rampart has occasionally .l'C'Hched 
UG ° F., but th ese !wt sp<'lls arc also of short duration. 

The precipitation nboYe referred to incl11rk•s both rainfall and 
melted sno"·, but SIHJ\\·fall ,·ariPs greatly from yt•ar to yea1·, as well as 
with the local it v. In l'rin('e \\'illiarn :--01111d. for install( '('. th<· snow­
fall is 11sually ~lm1parntiYely hea,·y, n •ad1ing' at tillles as m11ch as 20 
feet or eYen lllOl'C during tl1e wintl'l': b11t in so11theastt•r11 .\la"ka, 011 

the other hand, there is eomparatin•ly little snow. The writl'l" has 
experien('ecl :-t•n•rnl winters at Sitka when tlwre has bPPll less than a 
foot of snow on tl1e gr01111d at a11.Y tilltl'. · 

In the interior thl~ s110\d'all rnrirs in like 111:11111er with lo<'a] <·011-
<litions. At l{ampart and Fairlianks the 11ornial snowfall is abo11t 
4 fr<'t. Sno\\" begins to foll in (ktolit'l' and grad11aily :l('l'llllllllatPs 
rl11rin!.!· the entire ,Yi111Pr 11ntil tlw total all\llllllt 111l'as11r1•s l1Pt\\·l'l'll 
3 nnd' 4 fel't. Thl're is somet i111es a tit aw in ,Ja1111an·. \Yhi,·h seldolll 
lasts lonu· e11011!.!·h. ho\\·p,·(•r. to nwlt till' snow frolll "thl' grn1111d. A 
co111paratin-ly i1<•a,·y snowfall is a d(•1·ided a1ha11taµ·<• to thl' farnH'r 
\1eca11se it prntt•c!s his \\· i11l\•r c rops frolll the dl'eds of ext1·,•111l'I_\" low 
ten1perat11n•s. 

From the standpoint of l1<•alt Ii tlw ,\laska l'li111atP is l'Xt'l'ptio11all.,· 
f'a,·orable. The air is p11re and liraci11g. Th e \\"inds s \\·t•<·p on•r the 
sea: rirgin fon'"ts. or ,-;110,y-co,·er<·d 111011ntai11s. _TIH•y e,_1l'l'_v 110 <·011-
tami11ati11!.!· disl•a,:-;(• gen11s. In gl'lll'l'al. th\' 11at1,·e I_11d1ans. d11t• to 
their iw-a11it~1ry 111odes of Ii fe. suffer ft-0111 I 11uerculu::;1s and frolll :111 I 
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lw d1idly suited to ;-;tock raising. The interior vallt>ys arc covel'ed 
with tin;ber and !Jushe,-,, but. of a much lighter growth than is found 
in the coast region. Clearing is tlwrefore easiL•r. The settler 11111,-;t 
fix this fact in his mind. that ,dwrcver he goes he must clear the 
land of a more or le:-s lll,;I\._V growth of tim!Jer and !Ju:-hes lwfore it 
can I.Je madP ready for l'lliti,·ation . 

.M..\T..\:>;USKA VALLEY 

Location.-The :.\Iatanuska \'nlley is located !Jetween parallels Gl 
;1ml G2 ° north latitude and meridians 1--!!) and Hi0 ° ,vest longitmk. 
It is boundPd on the north by the Talkeetna Mountains, on the cast 
and south by the Clrngach :.\lountains, and 011 the west !Jy the vast 
IHel plain ~)f the Susitna Rin•r. The :.\Intanw.,ka Valley lies at 
the head of one of the arms of Cook Inlet about 1~5 miles in a direct 
line from the ,-,outh eoast of .Alaska, aIHl is traversed bv the .Ala:-lrn 
Railroad . · • 

('fimate.-The latitude of the :.\Iata1111ska Valley gives it long 
winters. short surnmers, and a great ,·ariation in the length of day 
between: winter and summer. .About the s1111111H•r solstice the sun 
is bPlow the horizon for only n few bout's, and during this time there 
is no rPal darkness. The climatic conditions in this valley at'e 
transitiona l between those along the coast and those in the interior. 
Grain can be grown as in the interior, !Jut the wintet's are much milder 
nncl the growing season is longer. The climate is inflw•need prin­
cipally by the relatiwly warm waters of the Pacific Ocean on the 
south. ancl the Alaska. Ra;1ge beyond the Susitna Plains 011 the WP:-t, 
the Tnlkeetna :.\fountains · in the north, and the Clrngach :.\Io1mtains 
on tlw past. The moif:'ture-laden winds from the Pacific Ocean 
through Cook Inlet swPep against- the high mountains, and this in 
turn causes a precipitation of min and snow over the entire n•gion. 
The effecti,·e1wss of the mountains as barriers to the passage of 
moisture is indicated by the wil of fog and cloud that hangs so 
frequently oYer the southern slopes of the peaks in contrast with 
the pren1i l ing clear atnwspherP and cloudless skies of the northern 
slopes of the .Ala;.:ka Rangl'. 

under the 111odifying influence of tlw sudacp features and the 
warm cyastal ,,·atcr;.:, the region has l!•mpernte summers, moderately 
cold \Ymters, and a. moderate rainfall. The climate i:,; lackinir in 
extl'Pmes of temperature and the light precipitation that chara~ter­
izes the great interior valleys of the Yukon and its tributaries. The 
mountain ranges also protect the region against the fierce> blizzards 
of the Arctic regions. B<>eause of the protection affonletl this rc>gion 
by the rnou_ntains on all sides except for a narrow strip on the so11th­
~Yest occup1ecl Ly Cook Inlet, long journeys may be taken at any time 
m the ~latanu,drn YallPy. a condition that does not prernil 011 the 
open continental plains in the l.'nitPd States nrnch fartlwr south. 
Tlw rPgion is frpe from tornadoe,; and sP\'PrP elPdric:il storms. In 
fa('!, t!tu11der and lii..d1tni11!! o(Tllr "o rarPI\· :is to l>t· :1!111ost u11knmn1 
in the 1Iata1111ska VallP\'. · · 
. The spring· and carl_v Sllllllll!'I' ha,·t• thP lowest an•rage prer·ipita­

t 1011. :111d ,J1Jly. At1gl!,-t. and SPpll>mlwr haw the hPa,·i<'st r:unfall. 
'I'lw nor111al low precipitation for tltt• t•arlv s11111n1<'r is not 11:-11alh· 
t!Ptrime11t:1l to tTop !.!!'nwtli. a;.: 1Yrnild lw the,GtsP ,Yith se:111t,v min fail 














































