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President may propose a new decision within 30 days which becomes
final under the same procedures. The President is authorized to make
only one additionai decision.

ourth, judicial review of a certificate and other approvals required
through the construction phase to the point of initial commercial op-
eration of the Alaska natural gas transportation system is restricted
to claims alleging the invalidity of this Act, and claims alleging that
an action wil% deny rights under the Constitution or that an actjon
is beyond the scope of authority cunferred by this Act. A claim alleg-
ing the invalidity of the Act must be brought within 60 days after
enactment of a joint resoluiion of approval of the President’s decision
pursuant to section 8. A claim alleging that an action denies Crnsti-
tutional rights or is beyond the scope of authority conferred by the
Act must be brought within 60 days following the date of such action.
Claims must be filed in the United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia within the time limits specified above. Further
appeal may be taken only by filing a petition for ¢ertiorari with the
cllﬁlitgd States Supreme Court within 15 days of the Court of Appeals’

ecision.

The legislation provides for the establishment of a process for
resolving inter-agency disputes and appealing agency decision during
construction of the transportation system as foﬁows. The legislation
authorizes the President to establish a special administrative process
te review actions of Federal officers for which the bill limits judicial
review, This review may not exceed 45 days. The legislation directs
the President to appoint a Federal inspector and coordinator to assure
compliance with applicable laws and authorizations, to maintain ade-
quate control of construction quality and environmental impacts, and
to keep the President and Congress informed of departures from
compliance and the progress of construction. Quarterly reports are
required and must include an evaluation of the extent to which auality
control, safety and environmental ohjectives are being achieved.

In addition to establishing a process for selecting an Alaska natural
gas transportation system, S. 3521 as reported would also place cer-
tain other requirements upon any Alaska natursl gas transportation
gystem certificate holder. The legisiation provides that persons seek-
ing to transport Alaska natura! gas are not to be discriminated against
due to their lack of ownership in the transportation facilities. The
legislation does not waive or modify the untitrust laws, Several pro-
visions are designed to assure compliance with certificate terms and
permit stipulations. In addition to remedies under existing law, the
Commission or other appropriate Federal officers, including the Fed-
eral ingpector, cen seek civil damages or a permanent or temporary
in;‘unction to assure compliance with the terms of the certificate and
other Federal permits and approvals. The bill would also esteblish
certain export restrictions on Alaska natural gas to countries other
than Canada or Mexico.

TBBACKGROUND AND NEED

1. Alaska Natural Gas Supplies

In 1988, the largest single discovery of oil and gas ever made on
the North American Continent was made at Prudhoe Bay on the
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BECTION #—AUTHORIZATIONS

Section 9(a) directs the Federa' Power Commis.inn, the Secretary
of the Interior, and other approp.iate federsa! officers and agencies to
issue and take all necessary action to edminister and enforce all certifi-
cates, rights-of-way, permits, leases, and other authorizations neces-
sary to the construction, and initial commercial operation of the
transportation system, if any, selected by the President and approved
by joint resolution by the Clongress. All such authorizations are to be
issued at the earliest practicable date. Further, all Federal agencies
are directed to expedite in every way their consideration of such au-
thorizations and that such matters take precedence over all similar
activities of federal agencies, The issuance by the Secretary of the
Interior of a right-of-way permit over federal lands shal]l be subject
to the provisions of section 28 of the Minera] Lessing Act of 1920.
except that the provisions of subsection (h)(1) (relating to the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act), (j) (relating to the Secretary’s
determination of technical and financial capability but only with re-
spect to initial approvals and not with respect to renewal. of r'ghts-
of-way permits), (k) (relating to public hearings), (q) (relating to
other statutes and providing for an election), and (w)(2) ( reiatmg
to authorizing the Senate and House Committees on Interior an
Insular Affairs to examine for 80 days any proposed right-of-way
across Federal lands). However, the submission required E the first
sentence of subsection (h) (2) (relating to the submission of a plan of
construction, operation, and rehabilitation of the federal right-of-
way) shall be made at the earliest practicable time after issuance of
the right-of-way and other suthorizations hereunder.

Section 9(b) requires that all authorizations required for the con-
struction and initial commercial operation of the natural gas
transportation system shall include the terms and conditions required,
and may include the terms and conditions Yermitted, by the provi-
sions of law that would otherwise be epplicable if S. 3521 had not been
enacted, so long as such terms and conditions are not inconsistent with
the purposes of this Act and do not change the basic nature and route
of the transportation system approved by enactment of a joint reso-
lution of the Conirm. However, federal] officers and agencies issui
sach required authorizations may expedite or waive any procedura
requirements of law or regulation which they deem necesaary to waive
in order to accomplish the purposes of this Act. The directions con-
tained in this subsection are to supersede the provisions of any law
or regulations relating to an administrative determination as to
whether the authorization for the construction of a system for the
tmns&rctation of Alaska natural gas shall be issued.

Subsection (¢) of section 8 states that the holders of certificates of
public convenience and necessity for an Alaska natural gas transporta-
tion system shall have all the rights, powers, and obligations of a
holder of a certificate of public convenience and necessity issued pur-
suant to the Natural Gas Act, together with any other rights, powers,
and obligations imposed pursuant to this Act.

Section 9(d) authorizes the Commission, the Secretary, and other
federal officers and agencies to exercise any authority under existing
law at any time when necessary to protect the public interest to amend
























































