A REPORT OF THE NORTHERN PIPELINE AGENCY

Surveillance Teams Prepare

for 1981 Construction

As construction on the Eastern Leg
of the Alaska Highway gas pipelinein
Alberta. and Saskalchewan gets un-
derway in late May, so does the on-
site work of the Northern Pipeline
Agency's 12 field surveillance offic-
ers. The group is divided into three
teams, each headed by a Senior Sur-
veillance Officer, to oversee and re-
port on the day-to-day progress on the
1,067 mm (42 in.)-diameter sections of
pipeline 1o be built this year - a total
of 172.5 km (119.5 mi.) in Alberta and
258 km (160 mi.) in Saskatchewan.
J/hen compieted in 1982, the Eastern
Leg will extend 635 km (394 mi.).

Keith MacDonald, the Agency's
Regional Manager of Surveillance, ex-
plains that each team combines both
people with environmental back-
grounds and experience in pipeline
construction to oversee the applica-
tion of the Agency's technical re-
quirements and environmental terms
and conditions by Foothills Pipe
Lines (Yukon) Ltd., its segment com-
panies and contractors. Socio-
economic terms and conditions are
also supervised by Agency staff, who
regularly visit communities along or
near the pipeline route and work in
close consultation with the field sur-
veillance teams.

Surveillance crews are there to
identify problems before they
become serious, notes MacDonald.
“They work long hours, usually 10
hours or sometimes more if required,
six days a week,” he continues.
“Their days off are arranged so that

someone s always on site when the
" -ontractor is working.”

MacDonald feels the Agency’s sur-
veillance role is particutarly important
in ensuring that environmental stan-
dards laid down by the Agency are
met during the course of clearing and
construction. “it's a good idea to
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have an independent body overseeing
a large project because it assures the
public that there is quality going into
that pipeline,” he says. "Engineering
is fairly straightforward; the stan-
dards have been set and accepted by
the industry. However, many people in
the construction industry are not
aware, for instance, that siitation in
the creeks can adversely affect fish
and incubating fish eggs. We do
know of the impacts on wildiife
habitat and our job is to see that it's
protected.”

The construction schedule for the
Eastern Leg has been arranged to
prevent or minimize interference with
wildlife activity such as the nesting of
waterfowl and birds of prey, the
seasonal movements of pronghorn
antelope and the migration and

spawning of fish in streams crossed
by the pipeline. In certain areas in
Alberta, spring and fail flooding for ir-
rigation is another factor which has
influenced pipeline construction
scheduling. As part of an intensive
two-week orientation program, sur-
veillance officers are thoroughly
briefed on environmental considera-
tions and mitigative measures to be
taken.

Senior Surveillance Officer Jim
Wallace heads up the Agency team of
four which will supervise construc-
tion of a total of 157.5 km (97.5 mi.) of
pipeline in Alberta by Marine Pipeline
Construction of Canada Limited of
Calgary. Beginning in May, Wallace’s
team will operate out of Olds while
Marine Pipeline builds the first
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