A REPORT OF THE NORTHERN PIPELINE AGENCY

or several weeks last summer,
Leonne and Joe Stewart of Patricia were
practically run off their feet cooking
cheeseburgers on a tiny grill to feed crew
members working nearby on the East-
ern Leg of the Alaska Highway gas pipe-
line. The couple operate a small hotel
and tavern in the eastern Alberta ham-
let of 100 residents and, like many peo-
ple in the accommodation, food, and
service industry in other communities
along the pipeline route, they welcomed
the extra business generated by the
project as construction progressed
through their area.
In the nearby Village of Duchess
where the population is 429, the hotel
~fe opened earlier than normal to pro-
le breakfast and box luniches for the
pipeliners. Since May, when activity be-
gan in the Carstairs/Crossfield/Beiseker
area, local restaurants, such as Bernice
Nahorny’'s Country Kitchen in Carstairs,
have been unusually busy. “Everyone's

Pipeline Provides Boost to
Alberta Communities
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feeling the pinch of the depressed oil
and gas industry and this pipeline pro-
ject's providing a pleasant boost,” she
remarks.

Last August through November and
again this spring from March through
May, the Town of Brooks, located 186
km {116 mi.) east of Calgary, served as
the headquarters for the 500-member
crew of the contractor, Marine Pipeline
Construction of Canada Limited, the in-
spectors of Foothills Pipe Lines (Alta.)
Ltd. and the Northern Pipeline Agency's
field surveillance staff. As Eastern Leg
construction pushed further westward in
May, Marine Pipeline shifted its base of
operaticns to Airdrie, while the office
trailers of Foothills (Alta.) and the Agen-
¢y occupied a .56-hectare (1.4-acre) in-
dustrial park site in Beiseker, where they
will remain until August when the job
is scheduled for completion.

However temporary the stay, Pamela
Whitnack, Beiseker's Municipal Admin-

istrator, is pleased that the 30 1o 40 com-
pany and Agency personnel are based
in the community of 637. “The industri-
al park was completed in the fall of
1980," she says, "and | guess busines-
ses have been reluctant to locate here
as a result of the general downturn in
the economy. We had hoped Marine
Pipeline would set up in Beiseker; town
council was willing to do everything pos-
sible to accommodate them, although
there was a concern that the village was
too small to handle a crew of that size.”
Mrs. Whitnack acknowledges the larg-
er cendres of Brooks and Airdrie, with
populations of 9,100 and 10,000 respec-
tively, are better suited because of more
services and facilities.

Brooks' Mayor Chris Stark-Dunsmore
recalls, "We had a few qualms when
Marine Pipeline first approached us
about a year age for permission to set
up a mobile home park for the crew.

continued next page . ..










Yukon Environmental Hearings Conclude

During five days of environmental
hearings which began June 7 in White-
horse, several federal government de-
partments unanimously agreed with
Foothills Pipe Lines (Yukon) Ltd. on the
company's preferred and least-costly
route alternatives of the Alaska Highway
gas pipeline through the Kluane Lake,
Marsh-Squanga Lakes and Rancheria
Valley areas of Yukon. The routing in
the Marsh-Squanga Lakes area had
been modified as a result of concerns
expressed at earlier hearings.

In the Marsh-Squanga Lakes region
southeast of Whitehorse, Foothills (Yukon)
proposes to follow the Alaska Highway.
In the Rancheria Valley, the company
has chosen a route which avoids the
steep mountain terrain on the north side
of the Alaska Highway by crossing the
Swift River near the inlet of Swan Lake
and following the south side of the Swift
and Rancheria Valleys until the British
Columbia border. The preferred pipeline
crossing of Kluane Lake involves laying
the pipe beneath the lake a distance
of six km (four mi.).

The routing questions were among a
number of issues under consideration
by the six-member federal Environ-
mental Assessment and Review Panel
(EARP), chaired by Raymond M. Ro-
binson, at the last round of hearings into
potential environmental impacts of con-
struction of the Alaska Highway pipeline
in Yukon. Other issues addressed in-
cluded geotechnical matters, as well as
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fish and wildlife in relation to construc-
tion scheduling, and hydrological, pipe-
line design and revegetation concerns.
These issues were based on a series
of submissions Foothills (Yukon) has
made over the last year and a half to
the EARP Panel in response to informa-
tion deficiencies identified by the Panel
in the company’s 1979 Environmental
Impact Statement.

The company provided further details
on its plans at the hearings and respond-
ed to questions raised in the briefs filed

by the Yukon Territorial Government, the
federal departments of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development, Fisheries ar
Oceans, Environment and Energy, Mine¥
and Resources, the National Museum
of Man and the various scientific advi-
sors to the Panel. No questions were
asked by members of the public.

Following a review of the proceedings,
the Panel is expected to make recom-
mendations to the Minister of Environ-
ment by September 1.
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Agency Monitors Reclaimed Right-of-Way

sion berms were installed to divert run-
ning water,” Mr. Low says. He reports
that the slope design has held up well
at the pipeline crossing of the Frenchman
River in Saskatchewan, where sand-
bags and heavy rocks were placed to
stabilize the banks. Other slopes, such
as the Gunn Creek crossing in Sask-
atchewan, have required remedial work
by Foothills (Sask.) to prevent further
erosion in a gully which was cut across
the right-of-way by spring run-off.
Although a full growing season is
needed to evaluate the success of the
revegetation undertaken to control ero-
sion by wind and/or water, Mr. Low says

their field trips have been planned to
coincide with spring run-off following
snow melt. “By observing the right-of-
way under flood conditions, as in the
case of several creek crossing areas in
southeastern British Columbia, we have
a good idea of how certain erosion con-
trol measures are holding up.” The
amount of run-off in the arid parts of
eastern Alberta and southwestern
Saskatchewan, which according to Mr.
Low was relatively abundant this year,
also indicates the success of seed ger-
mination in revegetated areas.

Timing is the key factor, he remarks,
especially for monitoring wildlife. Short-

ly after nesting season, several raptor
nest sites near the right-of-way in Alberta
and Saskatchewan were monitored.
“We found, for instance, that a pair
of Swainson’'s Hawks had success-
fully brought up a brood in one nest lo-
cated within 30 feet of the ditchline in
Saskatchewan.” However, cautions Mr.
Low, one year following construction is
too early to determine the long-term &g,
fect of the project on the overall enviroi
ment. “We're just beginning by recording
random observations but, after a num-
ber of years, the information will hope-
fully fit into a larger context.”










