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We sat in the boat at the edge of
the cane-brake, and watched the big
birds as they sailed over, dropped in,
and departed. We were tired from the
long day’s search. I did not then know
the story as I know it now; but hidden
in the end of this cane-brake a hunter
had had his blind, ten years before.

That summer of 1898 was eventful
in white-heron history here on Malheur
Lake. Early in the season two men had
arrived at Narrows, bought lumber,
and built a flat-bottomed, double-
ended boat. They set out from Narrows
with a small outfit. They fought
mosquitoes day and night as we had,
they drank the alkali water, they slept
in the boat or on muskrat houses while
they hunted up and down the waters
of the lake and the tule islands. They
saw the great flocks of white pelicans,
cormorants, terns, gulls, grebes and
other birds. They saw the white
herons in slow stately flight wherever
they went, but it was not till after
several days that they located the
big colony here on the island by the
cane-brake, the greatest colony they
had ever seen. What a sight it must
have been, thousands of these birds,
dazzling white in the sun, coming and
going from the feeding grounds, and
hovering over their homes!

On all sides were the homes, built
up a foot or two from the surface, each
having three or four frowsy-headed
youngsters or as many eggs. At each
end of the colony a plumer sat hidden
in his blind. At the first crack of the
gun, a great snowy bird tumbled head-
long near its nest. As the shot echoed
across the lake, it sounded the doom
of the heron colony. Terror-stricken, on
every side while wings flapped, till the
air was about filled. Shot followed shot
unremittingly as the minutes passed
into hours. Still the heron mothers
came to hover over this scene of death
and destruction. Mother-love was but
the lure to slaughter.

By two o’clock in the afternoon,
the day’s shoot ended. It took the rest
of the day for the hunters to collect the
dead and take the plumes. Stripping
the plumes is rapid work. It takes but
a slash of the knife across the middle
of the back, a cut down each side, and
a swift jerk.

Long after dark the plumers heard
the steady quacking clatter of young
herons crying to be fed. Far into the
night, hoarse croaks sounded over the
still lake, greetings of those birds that
had spent the day fishing in distant
swamps. It argued good shooting
again for the morrow.

The second day was a repetition
of the first. Heron numbers thinned
rapidly. Here on these two islands, the
plumers harvested a crop that yielded
twelve hundred dollars in a day and a
half. They collected a load of plumes
worth their weight in gold.

Malheur has seen many such
massacres, but none so great as that.
Little did we know of these facts as we
sat watching the blue herons coming
and going, expecting to find at least
a few white herons somewhere about
the locality.

The following day we found the
biggest colony of gulls and white
pelicans I have ever seen. It was the
sight of a lifetime. As we approached,
out came a small delegation to meet
us. When we got up to the colony, the
whole city turned out in our honor. I
have seen big bird-colonies before, but
never one like this. ] was so excited |
tripped over one of the oars, and fell
overboard with three plate-holders
[photographic plates for a large format
camera] in my hand.
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LAKE MALHEUR RESERVATION

OREGON

Embracing all least subdivisions touching the shore lines
of Lakes Malheur and Harney and their connecting waters
in Tps. 25 S. Rgs. 32, 3%% and 33, Tps.26S. Rgs. 29,3031 32
and 33, and Tps. 27 S. Rgs. 29 293, 30 and 32 all east of
Willamette Mer/a'/an Oregon. segregated by brokenline
and desi¢nated “Lake Malheur Reservation”
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