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INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game
under contract with the U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration. The general purpose of this report is
to delineate our present knowledge of the status of the Marine Mammal
populations in the Gulf of Alaskaf This has been accomplished through
use of material on file in Alaska Department of Fish and Game offices
from many previous surveys, from interviews with individuals who have
observed marine mammals along the Gulf Coast and on the high seas and
from information supplied by the National Marine Fisheries Marine Mammal
Division. Scientific publications on Gulf of Alaska marine mammals have

been consulted and pertinent information included in this report.

A list of marine mammals likely to be found in the Gulf of Alaska is
shown in Table 1. We have attempted to include all marine mammals found
in the area although this report is directed primarily towards the sea

otter (Enhydra lutris), the Steller (Northern) sea lion (Eumetopias

jubatus) and the harbor seal (Phoca vitulina richardi). Observations on

cetaceans have been supplied by Cliff Fiscus of the National Marine

Fisheries Marine Mammal Laboratory, Seattle.

The area ccovered by this report is shown in Figure 1, from Cape Spencer
on the north side of Cross Sound in Southeastern Alaska to Scotch Cap on
Unimak Island. Our best information on marine mammal populations be-
tween Cape St. Elias and Cape Puget is contained in 'Distribution and
Abundance of Sea Otter, Sea Lions and Harbor Seals in Prince William

Sound" (Pitcher M.S.) (Appendix A).



m-hle 1. List of marine mammal species likely to occur in Northeastern Gulf of Alaska waters.

Occurence

Species ) : Coastal and Inside Waters Qffshore
Sea otter'(Enhy&ra lutris) | X
Northern sea lion (BEumetopias jubatus) X
Northern fur seal (Callorhinus ursinus) . . X
Harbor seal (Phoca vitulinag) ’ , X

ick right whale (Balaena glactalis) ' : X
Gray whale (Fschrichtius robustus) X
Minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata) X X
Sei whale (Balaenaptera'borealis) X X
Fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus) X
Blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) ‘ X
’  pback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) X X
North Pacific white-sided dolphin

(Lagenorhynchus obliquidens) X
Killer whale (Oreinus orca) X X
larbor porpoise (FPheococena phocoena) X
Dall porpoise (Phocoenoides dallil) X X
3perm whale (Physeter catodon) , X

ring Sea beaked whale (Mesoplodon stejnegeri) X
Goosebeaked whale (Ziphius cavirostris) X
Jorthern right whale dolphin (Iissodelphis borealis) X
Short-finned pilot whale (Clobicephala macrorhyncha) X X
Beluga (Delphinapterus leucas) X
>acific giant bottlenose whale (Berardius bairdi) X



SEA LION

.The Northern sea lion is found taroughout the Gulf of Alaska and is
considered one of the more important marine mammal species. The single,
most’ptonOunced characteristic of the sea lion which distinguishes it
from other marine mamﬁéls of the Gulf of Alaska is its affinity for

specific, well defined locations along the coast used as breeding and

pupping rookeries and hauling areas.

Adult sea lions.gather on the breeding rookeries in late May. The
large, dominant bulls gather harems of cows and defend territories.
Pupping generally takes place within these defended territories and is
closely followed by mating. As the breeding season progresses harem
bulls bécome more tolerant of other male intrudéfs‘until-early July when
they begin to deéert their territories. Not all sea lioms go to rookery
areas during the breeding season. Large numbers of mature bulls occupy
ﬁale hauling grounds, generaily located adjacent to rookeries. Also
males and females without pups may gathér on hauling grounds where maies
also defend territories and engage in breeding activities. (Alaska
Deparir ent of Fish and Game 1973). |
Although pups are able to swim within hours of birth they rarely enter
the water before'one month of age (Sandegren 1970, Alaska Department of
Fish and Game 1973). As many as 25 percent of aduit females may fail to
produce a pup each year. In addition, more than half the new pups die

in their first year. Drowning, abandonment, malnutrition and predation

are the major causes of death (Alaska Department of Fish and Game 1973).
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Many sea lions leave the breeding and pupping rookeries in favor of more
protected waters during the winter and have been known to follow predictable
feeding patterns, such as concegtrating on herring spawning schools in
the.spring (Alaska Department of Fish and Game 1973).

Sea lions are known to eat a wide variety of fishes and crustaceans
although they are generally cons;dered to be primarily piscivorous.
{(Fiscus and Baines 1966, Mathisen et al. 1962, Pike 1958, Brooks 1957.)
Sea lions from the Gulf of Alaska as well as other areas have long been
consideréd an enemy of fishermen because of their dietary preference for
fishes; (Mathisen ét al. 1962, Brooks 1957, 1963, Fiscus and Baines
1966) but few actual quantative data are available concerning the

extent of predation on commercially exploited fishes.

Popu;ations of sea lions have been exploited'by man throughout history.

The earliest records of harvest of sea lions in the Gulf of Alaska come

from middens near native village sites and éhow that sea lions were used
éxtensively. In fact there aré indications that sea lion populations

*

were reduced prior to the early 1900's by subsistence hunting.

Commercial interest in sea lions brought about harvésts’of‘pups for
their pelts and sowme experimental harvest of adults for meat., A total
of 45,808 sea lion pups were reccrded harvested from Alaskan rookeries
from 1959 through 1972, A total of 31,070 of these came from Marmot and

Sugarloaf Islands.



Previous surveys by Alaska Deparyment of F;sh and Game Bilologists,
information from other marine mammal biologists and our survey indicate
there are a total of 91 different rookeries and hauling areas in.the
ﬁortheast Gulf of Alaska. Sea lion rookeries and haul out areas are
founq on a varlety of different substrates ranging from sand beaches to
beaches with boulders up to 10m in diameter to bedrock and are often
found on expoéed points or isolated small islands. Tﬁese rookeries and
hauling areas are shown on maps SL-1 through SL-~6 of this report.

The following is a discussion of each rookery or haul out area, beginning
in the southeastern part of the study area. Counts of animals are
reported as the highest known counts.

BTN

Venisa Point and Sugarloaf Island

Located on the north side of Graves iarbor, Greg Strevelar (Pers. Comm.)
reported sighting 11 sea lions hauled out cn the south side of Sugarloaf

Island in July 1974 and 3 at Venisa Point in June 1974.

Harbor Point

On the south entrance of Lituya Bay, Strevelar reported 40 sea lions in

July 1970.

Cape Fairweather

Located 54 miles north of Cape Spencer, Strevelar reported about 200

animals here in April 1970.



- Sitkagi Bluffs

An ice cliff 5 miles long on the épen coast north of Yakutat had a
population of about 1,000 animals. (Alaska Department of Fish and Game

1973).

Pinnacle Rock*

On the south end of Kayak Island.

Porpoise Rocks

Three main rocks on the north side of Port Etches, Hinchinbrook Island.

As many as 50 sea lions have been sighted here but no recent sightings.
kSeal'Rocks*

Lying 6 to 7 miles southwesﬁ of Cape Hinchinbrook.

Fish Island® (Lewis Island)

Qutermost of the Woocded Islands on the scutheast side of Patton Bay on

Montague Island.

* Population data presented in "distribution and Abundance of Sea Otters,
Sea Lions and Harbor Seals in Prince William Sound", Pitcher (1975)

(see Appendix A).



The Needle*
In Montague Strait 3.8 miles from the nearest point on Montague Island
and 5.5 miles southeast of Point Helen, the southern extremity of

Knight Island.

Glacier Island*

On the north side of Prince William Sound, west of the entrance to

Valdez arm.

Point Eleanor*
The northernmost point of Eleanor Island.

Perry Island*

In the northwest corner of Prince William Sound.

Polnt Elrington*

The southwestern end of Elrington Island in Prince William Sound.

Knowles Head

The westernmost point between Port Gravina and Port Fidalgo in northeastern
Prince William Sound. Population of 200 sea licns have been reported

here but no recent sightings. May be winter hauling area,

-



Fox Point

Near the northeast end of Hawkins Island, 1is not shown on USCGS charts.
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (1973) show 200 sea lions using this
area but recent survey information suggests this may no longer be used

as a sea lion hauling area.

Latouche Island

On tﬁe western side of Montague Strait, Prince William Sound, this sea
iion haul out 1is reperted to be om the southernmost tip of the island
‘(Mathisen and Lopp 1963) with 86 animals sighted and Alaska Department
of Fish and Gane (1973) with 75. No animals sighted on recent surveys.
This area could be used as an alternative to Danger Island or Point
Elrington under certain conditions or may have changed enough during the

earthquake in 1964 to cause abandonment.

Danger Island

One and fou:~tenths miles south of Latouche Island. Mathisen and Lopp
-(1963) sighted 298 seca lions here while Alaska Department of Game,
(1973) showed 200. ¥No sightings on recent surveys. This area, along
with - Latouche Island, could serve as an alternative to Poiﬁt Elrington
under certain conditions or may have changed sufficiently during the

1964 earthquake to cause abandonment.
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