HOLY ASSUMPTION
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX

CHURCH
KENAI, ALASKA

The Holy Assumption Orthodox Church hos been the principal and most
enduring representative of Russion culture in south-central Aloska from
1841 to the present. For the Kencitze Indians, who are still @ signif-
want portion of the population, it wos the major institution for the os-
similation of western cusfoms. In parficulor, it served os on educa-

tlonal, religious, , ond judiciol center well into the Twen-
fieth century. 11 olso provided the region's first occess lo public heaith
The thres struchures on the wile rep clossic style i

ture on the for-western frontier. Tha Church of the Holy Assumption is o
fine sxample of o vilage church, it Is o classic exomple of the Pskov,
vessel or ship, design. It is olso the oldest stonding Orthodox churchm
Aloska. The reclory s lypicol of the homes of the Russion villogs gen-
try ond at the time of its construction wos cleorly o substontiol lond-
mark, being the only two-story struclure in the communily. The chopel
i on i wple of tachnig of log construction, its
uncovered log walls on illusiration of the skillful craframaonship and en-
gineering of the Russion-troined builders of the Kenoi peninsulo.

Documentalon of the Holy Assumplion Russion Orthodox Church, the
Chapel of St Nicholos, ond the rectory wos undertaken by the Historic
Amaericon Building Survey (HABS), a division of the MNational Park
Service. The project woe sxeculed under the general direction of Ro-
bert J, Kopsch, chisf of HABS/HAER, ond Boyd Evison, Aloska Region-
al director, Notional Pork Service Recording wos carried oul during
the summer of 1986 by Dowid Snow, project director , Rondall Skei-
rik and Ken Mortin, orchiteclurol technicions; ond Sondro M. Foulk-
ner, historion.
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