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his book is dedicated to the Melvin Monsens,

Senior and Junior, who are both generous with

their knowledge and resources in the collection and
documentation of the history of the Bristol Bay region. The book
isalso dedicated to the Carvel Zimins, Senior and Junior, who are
also very willing to share their knowledge and collections with
the National Park Service to help preserve Bristol Bay history.
The book is further dedicated to the brothers Aspelund: Allan,
Alvin and Carl, who have always been willing and informative in
sharing their vast knowledge of the Bristol Bay salmon fishery.
From the Nushagak side of the Bristol Bay, I want to dedicate
this book also to Hjalmer Olson for sharing his knowledge of
Nushagak Bay history. Thanks also to Tim Troll of the Nushagak-
Mulchatna /Wood-Tikchik Land Trust and retired state historian
John Breiby for reading the manuscript and providing me with
information and suggestions to make it better. I am grateful to
Harry Barnes and Jerry Liboff of Dillingham, and Bob King for
sharing their knowledge of Bay lore. It is a pleasure to spend time
with these men who are so enthusiastic about all things related to
the Bristol Bay fishery.

Of course, the book is also dedicated to all the informants who
have shared their knowledge and made this book possible; many
of their names appear in the bibliography. I want to thank all the
individuals and institutions that provided the photographs that
appear in this book.

I would like to thank my colleagues at Lake Clark National Park
and Preserve who have assisted me on this project: Angela Olson,
administrative assistant, for typing several of the narratives,

Buck Mangipane, wildlife technician, for composing the maps
used in the book, Dan Young, fishery biologist, for sharing his
knowledge of salmon, and Amy Sayre, for reading part of the
manuscript and offering suggestions to improve it. I also want
to acknowledge subsistence assistant Michelle Ravenmoon for
sharing her knowledge about Dena’ina culture and place names
around Iliamna Lake. Park maintenance employees Bill Trefon,
Sr. and George Alexie shared their local historical knowledge,
for which I am most grateful. My thanks also goes to historians
Frank Norris and Janet Clemens of the National Park Service
Support Office in Anchorage for reading the manuscript and
offering constructive ways to improve the content. Park ranger
Jennifer Shaw and biological science technician Jared Irvine were
very helpful in formatting the manuscript, as was local student,
Courtney Natwick. [am grateful toarcheologist Molly Casperson
for improving the manuscript. Former colleague, archeologist
Jennifer Tobey, was also most helpful sharing her knowledge of
historic cabins in both Lake Clark National Park and Preserve
and Katmai National Park and Preserve. State archeologist Dave
McMahan, BIA-ANSCA Office archeologist Matt O’Leary and
Professor Alan Boraas of Kenai Peninsula College have always
been willing to share with me their ideas about the history and
archeology of the region.

I would like to thank my supervisors for their support and
guidance as this book developed: Park Superintendent Joel Hard,
Chief Ranger Lee Fink and my immediate supervisor, Chief of
Cultural Resources, Jeanne Schaaf.
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Detail of label from “Moose Head"
canned salmon.
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grassroots pictorial narrative
offering an overall view of early
twentieth century life in the
Bristol Bay region is needed now because time is
carrying off the old canneries and distorting the
memory of characters that fished and lived near
them. Unprecedented forces loom large in the
region, with oil and gas development offshore
and the potential creation of the North America’s
largest open pit mine in the heart of the Nushagak
and Kvichak River salmon spawning grounds. Such
developments have the potential to transform a region
of commercial fishing, subsistence, tourism and sport
economies into an industrial zone where the old ways are
but dim memories because of a diminution in the biological
foundation of fresh water and fisheries.

Those who sailed double-enders for red salmon in the Bristol
Bay area are now 70 years of age and older. Many canneries have
succumbed to fire, coastal erosion and piecemeal disassembly
for prized lumber. Similar fates have befallen most of the early
twentieth century cabins and caches that dot the Bristol Bay
uplands. They remain faintly visible along the river banks and
lake shores throughout the region. These relics stand as poor
testaments to the vibrant people who once lived and worked in
them.

The purpose of The Canneries, Cabins and Caches of Bristol
Bay, Alaska is to present a pictorial of early twentieth century

social history along the three great Bristol Bay rivers: the
Nushagak, Kvichak and Naknek. At the heart of this historical
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documentation is the fact that most of the canneries, cabins and
caches pictured now rest in quiet oblivion. It is in the public
interest, both for present and future generations, to document
this period of Bristol Bay history in one volume, before all its
actors have completely left the stage.

The Nushagak River, in part, heads in Lake Clark National
Park and Preserve, the Kvichak heads in both Lake Clark and
Katmai National Parks and Preserves, and the Naknek River
begins in Katmai National Park and Preserve. While the Egegik
and Ugashik Rivers are significant to Bristol Bay and have had
salmon canneries at their mouths since the late 1890s, a paucity
of historical photographs from both upriver and tidewater largely
precludes inclusion in this work.

The organization of the cannery photographs and maps in the
book are based on the chronology of construction and location
on each river beginning in Nushagak Bay moving to Kvichak Bay,
and finally in the Naknek River. The photographs begin at the
Arctic Packing Company at Kanulik in 1884 and go around both
sides of Nushagak Bay documenting most of the major canneries
and some of the salteries. Proceeding eastward, on the west side
of Kvichak Bay, the reader will first encounter Bristol Bay Packing
Company’s saltery at King Salmon Creek and “Whitehead Pete”
Nelson’s saltery at Squaw Creek (sic). The coverage continues
upstream on the west side of the Kvichak River at Levelock where
the Carlisle Packing Company had a floating cannery beached at
the village. Moving across the Kvichak from Levelock to the east
side of the river and proceeding downriver near the mouth of
Alagnak River (Hallersville and Lockanok) the photos continue
and chronicle the last three canneries near the mouth of the river,



ending at Graveyard. The last two canneries encountered on the
east side of Kvichak Bay, before entering the mouth of the Naknek
River, were Libbyville and Pedersen Point. The last section of the
cannery chapter chronicles the location and history of the various
Naknek River canneries beginning on the north side of the river
at Nornek cannery and proceeding upriver documenting five
additional canneries before crossing to the south side of the river.
The farthest upriver cannery on the south side was the Alaska
Portland Packers Association plant, and downstream, past three
other canneries, and finally ends at Diamond M at the mouth of
the Naknek River.

The narrative sections of the book will provide more regional
context and detail. In order to enhance clarity and minimize
ambiguity in the narratives, minor editing was employed to
standardize spelling and punctuation. The reader will encounter
the cabin and cache photographs that will describe the non-
commercial fishing part of life in the Bristol Bay region. The
cabin and cache photographs begin at Old Iliamna village and
move along the north side of Iliamna Lake before covering the
Newhalen River and Lake Clark country. The photographs then
cover the southwestern portion of [liamna Lake and the Kvichak
and Alagnak Rivers before continuing on to the Katmai country.
The last section of photographs covers the Nushagak drainage
between Nushagak Bay proceeding upriver to the Mulchatna
River and ending at Twin Lakes in what is now Lake Clark
National Park and Preserve.

The Bristol Bay region is not as well known as other parts of
Alaska, such as the Southeastern, the North Slope or the Kenai
Peninsula, and even those who know of the Bay’s rich commercial
and sport fisheries often know little of its marvelous upriver
history. 1 have sought to document the locations of the main
canneries on the three big rivers before they become little more
than quaint sounding names on maps. But there was and remains
much more to the Bristol Bay region than the world’s greatest

concentration of salmon canneries. After all, each year, the main
commercial fishery only lasted from late June to mid-July, with
May and much of June spent preparing for the actual fishing.
Late July to mid-August was the time of “fall fishing” and for the
stowing of gear, pulling boats out of the bay and shutting down
the canneries for the year.

All the largest cannery buildings were covered with corrugated
iron sheets while other buildings, like bunkhouses and smaller
residences, were often covered with variations of covered shiplap.
However, such buildings did not look the same. Their most
distinguishing characteristics were instead determined by their
immediate surroundings and paint schemes. Some canneries were
built on bays, rivers, at the confluences of rivers, and tidal creeks
or sloughs. Most large cannery buildings retained an unpainted
galvanized patina though some, such as Alaska Packers canneries,
were painted a rusty red. Libby’s Graveyard cannery buildings
were aluminum colored, with green roofs, and Nakeen had gray
colored buildings.! The Bristol Bay sailboat fishing fleet was very
colorful with cannery affiliation determined by an array of paint
jobs. The triangular sails were white, gray or brown. On a sunny
day, the sailboats fishing the mouths of the Nushagak, Kvichak
and Naknek must have accorded aviewer akaleidoscopic seascape.
For example, Alaska Packers boats had rusty red bottoms and
white sides, Libby’s Graveyard boats were painted orange, and
Bristol Bay Packing boats were originally robin-egg blue. Later,
when owned by New England Fish Company, they were red
and black. Red Salmon Company sailboats were yellow, Pacific
American Fisheries’ boats had white sides with black bottoms,
and Nakeen boats were painted gray with white trim.”

If commercial fishing was the main activity for only one or two
months a year, how did the people of the Bristol Bay country
spend the rest of the intervening ten months?  Surely, they
did not go into a deep winter sleep like the big brown bears for
which the region is renowned. Far from sleeping, many Bristol

Bay residents spent the time between September and early May
upriver, trapping and living off the land in what has generally
been regarded by many, including the late former governor Jay
S. Hammond, as the richest fish and game region in Alaska. It
seems appropriate to discuss the upriver country of the Bay by
focusing on some of the cabins and caches built by local people to
provide shelter and storage as they went about their wintertime
activities. In short, the second goal of this book, therefore, is
to elucidate some of the outstanding individuals and life ways
practiced to keep body and soul together in the wilds of the
Bristol Bay country. Unlike the canneries, the cabins and caches
are not uniform, but rather variations on a theme, each reflecting
local surroundings, the builder’s capabilities, the materials used
and their function.

I first came to Naknek in 1969 to teach high school social studies.
At the time, Naknek was called “the salmon canning capital of
the world.” I immediately began to learn about both the cannery
culture and the upriver wintertime trapping from my students,
their parents and elders such as Martha Monsen, Anisha Chukan
McCormick, Martin Seversen, Victorand Anne Monsen, Gunnar
and Dorothy Berggren, Paul “Taddy” Monsen, Nicky Monsen,
Oscar Monsen, Bob Hadfield, John Lundgren, Tony and Olga
Malone, Jay and Bella Himmond, Chuck and Sara Hornberger,
Joe McGill and Joe Huard. I did not take notes of these initial
conversations with my new friends and as a result, I do not
have specific dates for some of the citations in the bibliography.
Nevertheless, these conversations continue to inform, and much
of what knowledge I have amassed about the Bristol Bay country
is a direct result of the willingness of my acquaintances to share
their life stories with me.

In the summer of 1970, I got my first taste of commercial fishing
while set netting and drifting in a skiff with Red and Margaret
Clark at Coffee Point in Egegik Bay. In the spring of 1971, 1 was
hired by Dan O’Hara, winter watchman at New England Fish
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Company cannery at Pedersen Point, as part of the spring crew
to open up the cannery before the first cannery workers and
fishermen arrived from Seattle. One of my most interesting jobs
at Pedersen Point was working with Oscar Monsen on the ships
ways jacking up the scows to make ready to launch for the season.
During the season of 1971, I also set net near the Cut Bank in
Kvichak Bay with Bobby King. We and many others frequently
stayed in an abandoned cannery bunkhouse at Libby’s Graveyard
Koggiung cannery. My next Bristol Bay experience was in 1975
working at the Standard Oil Chevron bulk plant dock for Taddy
Monsen on the Naknek River, which was run by Red Salmon
Canning Company. I sold gas and oil to fishermen and stacked
thousands of wooden boxes of gasoline, Pear] oil and white gas in
an 80-year-old cannery warchouse. In 1985, I was a boat-puller
on Darrell Aspelund’s fish boat in Naknek and received a stark
introduction to the frenzied combat fishing on the “line,” where
hundreds of power boats jostled for position to lay out their nets.
The diesel exhaust, noise and lack of sportsmanship and fair play
that characterized commercial combat fishing on the “line” were
lamentable, and stand in stark contrast to the more gentlemanly
sailboat fishing days. In 1986, I worked for Whitney-Fidalgo on
the spring crew. Later, I also helped Bella Hammond fish her set
net sites near Naknek Point for a few particularly busy tides.
In 2007 1 fished in Nushagak Bay, and unlike the lowlands
bordering the Naknek-Kvichak district, found its spacious
beauty accentuated by mountains to the northwest.

Through the years I have visited Nornek, Nelbro and Red
Salmon canneries in Naknek and Diamond NN and Bumble Bee
in South Naknek. In 1970, I visited the Diamond E cannery at
Egegik, and, in 1971, I traveled from Naknek to Port Heiden on
a scow hauling fuel and general cargo, briefly visiting Diamond
U cannery at Pilot Point. I visited Libbyville for the first time
in 1971. More recently, I have visited Lockanok on the Alagnak
River and Diamond J and Diamond X on the Kvichak River. In
Nushagak Bay, I have toured the Peter Pan cannery in Dillingham
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and have visited the locations of the former Scandinavian and
Bradford canneries. I have also fished off Clark’s Point and the
Ekuk cannery.

My knowledge and experience with historic cabins began in 1970-
1971 when [ wintered at Eddie King’s hunting camp on Scotty’s
Island in the Meshik River. Nearby were the remains of George
“100 Fox Scotty” Irons” framed house, built in the 1920s from
lumber obtained at the Diamond U cannery at Pilot Point.

My first experience with Bristol Bay log trapping cabins occurred
in 1969 when I spent a couple of weeks with Tony Malone on
his trap line southwest of Brooks Lake in what is now Katmai
National Park and Preserve. In 1973, Olga Malone allowed
me to live at one of her Native Allotment cabins where I built
a log steam bath and a raised log cache, using only hand tools.
The results of my first efforts were crude, but functional.
Subsequently, in the 1970s and early 1980s, while caretaking Jay
and Bella Hammond’s homestead on Lake Clark, I worked with
Dick Proenncke and craftsman Monroe Robinson on various log
building projects, vastly improving my skills.

I began working for Lake Clark National Park and Preserve
in 1992 as a ranger and more recently as a historian. I have
been fortunate to have worked alongside historical architects,
archeologists, historians and other resource professionals
documenting and studying scores of log structures in the park,
Katmai National Park and Preserve and on borough and state
land along the Mulchatna and Koktuli Rivers.

In short, I think my 38 years spent in the Bristol Bay country
have been my finest education. These many years have generously
accorded me the knowledge, practical experiences, a network
of life-long local resident friends and the professional training
to write and edit a book such as this. Yet this book is put forth
with great diffidence and awareness that this is far from the

last word on such a complex subject. The full history of the
Bristol Bay salmon industry has yet to be written; perhaps the
best to date is Laurence Freeburn’s The Silver Years of the Alaska
Canned Salmon Industry. Another excellent source of Bristol Bay
commercial fishing history, is to be found in the Untuqtwa series,
an oral history compiled by students at Bristol Bay High School
in Naknek circa 1980-1985. A detailed study of the Bristol
Bay life-style, commercial fishing in the summer, and upriver
trapping in the winter, awaits social historians and other writers.
Any errors in this book are my responsibility and not those of my
informants. All opinion in these pages reflects my own thinking
and not that of the National Park Service.

NOTES

'Jack Vantrease interview: May 2, 2005.
2Oscar Monsen interview: May 2, 2007.
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Detail of label from “North King
canned Alaska salmon.

The Bristol Bay as a Way ofL%e

h e Bristol Bay watershed is a vast sparsely

populated area of largely pristine lands and

waters, both fresh and salt, in southwest

Alaska. The region is remote, far from cities, and for

many it has a kind of enchantment about it that harks

back to an earlier more leisurely time in Alaska history.

Visitingold Native villages at Kijik or Paugvik, stopping

by long abandoned canneries such as Lockanok or a

cabin ruin on the Koktuli River or traveling the ancient

Telaquana Trail, one gets a sense of the place because

these places exude the spirit of those who lived here

before. The Bristol Bay area is tough country, a place

of active volcanoes, earthquakes, huge tides, swift cold

rivers, torrential rains, floods and 100-mile-per-hour

winds. Nature still calls the shots here and, maybe, that

is why so few people call it home. A place blessed with rich

renewable natural resources, the Bristol Bay country has an

equally rich diverse human history that has been sustainable

the past 9,000 years because past and present human activities

have largely been compatible with the biological underpinnings
of the region, the fresh water and fish resources.

Bristol Bay has been called an “isolated paradise” because, to the
west, it is bounded by the Bering Sea and from the north, east and
south by the Ahklun and Kuskokwim Mountains and the Alaska
and Aleutian Ranges, effectively walling it off from the wider
world. As a result, the Bristol Bay country, more than 50,000
square miles, is an intact ecosystem, a rare global commodity
in this day and age.’ It is rich in life-giving renewable resources

of fresh water, the world’s richest wild red salmon fishery and
has large populations of moose, caribou and brown bears. It is
also home to indigenous Yup’ik, Alutiiq and Dena’ina people
and non-Native Alaskans, whose cultural identities significantly
revolve around the annual migration of millions of salmon.

Although human beings have lived in the Bristol Bay watershed
for at least 9,000 years, their relatively low numbers have not
appreciably transformed the natural world, as is the case in so
much of the Lower 48 and the wider world.* The pure fresh waters
of the Bristol Bay uplands support five species of Pacific salmon,
of which the red or sockeye salmon (Oncorbynchus nerka) is the
keystone species. All five species of Pacific salmon undergirds
most other life forms in the region, including humans, some of
whom are directly descended from people who have lived on the
regions great rivers and lakes for millennia.

The Bristol Bay uplands are marked by the great glacial lakes
that are drained by relatively short rivers, enabling millions of
annually migrating salmon to return to their spawning grounds,
perpetuating the natural renewable productivity of the entire
region. Along the riparian zones, the spawning salmon feed
aquatic and plant life, mammals and birds. Moose and beaver, for
example, feed on trees and shrubs that are fertilized by decaying
salmon.

The very names of the Bristol Bay’s rivers and lakes conjure up
a rare wild purity that is the envy of an increasingly developed
world populated by 6.5 billion people. The Bristol Bay region is a

veritable living natural museum that is home to one of the world’s
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H-2210 A portrait of the George and Mary Irons family at Pilot Point
in 1940-1941. Left to right: Alice (b. 1928), Mary (1912-1996), Mabel
(1929-1992), Winnie (b. 1936), George Jr., (1939-1996), George Sr.,
(1892-1956), and Mary Lou (b. 1934). Mary was born at Chignik, and
George was born in Scofland. He was a Bristol Bay fisherman and
frapper, and she was a homemaker and set netter. iron's nickname
was "One Hundred Fox Scofty,” a testament to his prowess as a
tfrapper. The Irons family wintered 25 miles up the Meshik River from
Port Heiden on Scoftty’s Islkand. They lived in a wooden framed
house made from lumber from the Alaska Packers'cannery at Pilot
Point. (Aspelund interview: 2001 and April 2007)

Photo courtesy of Mary Lou Aspelund.
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An Early 20th century Bristol Bay Family
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last great wild fisheries, the red salmon fishery. Beginning to the
south on the Alaska Peninsula, the most important Alaskan
lakes are the improbable sounding Mother Goose Lake, next
the Lower and Upper Ugashik Lakes, Becharof Lake, Naknek
Lake, Nonvianuk Lake, Kukaklek Lake, Iliamna Lake, Lake
Clark, Twin Lakes and Turquoise Lake. The most important
lakes draining into the Bay from the northwest are the twelve
lakes of the Wood-Tikchik State Park such as Lake Aleknagik,
Lake Nerka, Lake Beverley, Nuyakuk Lake and Chickuminuk
Lake and Togiak Lake further to the west. These pristine “great
lakes of Alaska” are fountains of pure water and nurseries of the
Bristol Bay salmon. They are of incalculable worth to our nation
and humanity going forward into an era of global climate change
in a more crowded and polluted world. If there ever was a truly
strategic commodity in the world, it is pure water, which Bristol
Bay has in great abundance.

The focus of this social and pictorial history of the salmon
industry, and its influence on upriver people, will consider only
the three most important historical red salmon drainages in the
Bristol Bay: the Naknek that heads at Naknek Lake, the Kvichak
that heads in Iliamna Lake and Lake Clark and the Nushagak
that flows from Twin Lakes, Turquoise Lake and the Wood-
Tikchik Lakes. All three of these productive rivers head in world-
class conservation units: Katmai National Park and Preserve,
Lake Clark National Park and Preserve and the Wood River-
Tikchik State Park. The historic photographs in the first chapter,
“A Historical View of Bristol Bay Canneries,” are intended to
provide a glimpse of the canneries in their historic period.

The Bristol Bay region probably first came to European attention
in 1778 when Captain James Cook sailed into the bay on board
the Resolution and gave it its present name. Captain Cook never
set foot on land but he did note the prodigious salmon runs
streaming back toward their spawning grounds. Russian colonials

apparently never engaged in commercial salmon fishing in Bristol
Bay. It was probably during the first decade of the American era,
post 1867, that commercial fishing was undertaken on board
sailing ships in the form of catching salmon in gill nets and
salting them in wooden barrels on Nushagak Bay. In a March
19, 1872 edition of the San Francisco-based Alaska Herald, an
article appeared extolling the culinary virtues of “the Nushagak...
[salmon] is an article much superior to the Columbia River
salmon...[and had a] delicious flavor,” and most who have tasted
cottonwood-smoked, translucent Nushagak king salmon strips
would heartily agree.” The Bristol Bay country has its own taste,
and that would be salmon, but there are many other tastes, such
as fresh blueberries and orange-colored salmon berries, moose
meat, fat caribou ribs, beaver pot-roasted in a Dutch oven and
succulent roasted ducks and geese. During one conversation with
the late Bristol Bay elder, Fred Roehl, Jr., he mentioned that his
father, Frederick J. Roehl, St., who was born in Bremen, Germany
and came to Koggiung in 1899, was the man who introduced
pickled salmon to the bay, an example of the fusion of northern
European and Alaska Native cuisine.®

In 1878, the first salmon salting station (saltery) was built on the
KenaiRiver by the Alaska Commercial Company, and the first two
salmon canneries in Alaska Territory were built in southeastern
Alaska, at Klawock and near Sitka. In 1882, a cannery was built
at a salting station at Karluk on Kodiak Island, and another was
built near the mouth of the Kasilof River on Cook Inlet. In 1883,
the first documented salting station in Bristol Bay was built by
Arctic Packing Company at Kanulik, two miles above Nushagak
village. In 1884, it was converted to a cannery and made its first
pack of 400 cases.” A case of salmon contained 48 one pound tall
cans. The Carl Johnson interview included in this text offers an
insider view of the workings of a salmon salting station, often
mentioned in Alaska history books, but scarcely elucidated.

Thedevelopmentofthe Bristol Baycommercial fishery profoundly
impacted Native people, for good and ill. It brought Natives
into contact with people from all over the world and provided
for their first participation in wage employment. In short, the
commercial fishery brought about great socio-cultural changes
to the Yup'ik, Alutiiq and Athabascan people in the latter part of
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Archeologist Don
Dumond has remarked about the great infusion of northern
European blood that commingled with Bristol Bay Native people
as a result of the commercial fishery. Thousands of Scandinavians
and other Europeans came to fish and many married local women
and established families. The Bay became even more ethnically
diverse, as the fishery attracted Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos,
Mexicans, Italians, English, Irish and Americans, eventually
producing one of the most heterogeneous populations in Alaska.
Most of these newcomers embraced Native seasonal subsistence
practices and were simultaneously imparting their ways to Native
relatives and friends. The annual infusion of cash from cannery
work and fishing enabled Natives to enhance their customary and
traditional subsistence existence by purchasing better grubstakes
so they could spend the months between October and May
ensconced in their villages and winter trapping cabins. Canneries
also had stores that supplied all manner of food, clothing,
hardware and building materials; some canneries also brought
family grubstakes north on the spring ships that generally arrived
each May in the Bristol Bay.

The influences of the canneries were hardly all positive.
Contagious illness and alcohol abuse were two of the most
damaging cannery influences. According to James Van Stone, in
his book Eskimaos of the Nushagak, the Spanish influenza first hit
the Bristol Bay population during the fall of 1918 and by the time
cannery ships returned to the bay in May 1919, the flu had fully
engulfed coastal villages.® It would seem that VanStone’s research
absolved cannery personnel from directly introducing the Spanish
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LIBBY'S GRAVEYARD KOGGIUNG CANNERY CIRCA 1950
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H-2442 An early 1950s aerial view of Libby's Graveyard Koggiung
cannery on Graveyard Creek near the mouth of the Kvichak River,
showing the extensive layout of the cannery infrastructure. (Hawkinson
e-mail: April 2006) The long shipways tracks are visible in the center,
with the plant along the creek and smaller support buildings and
water pipelines and boardwalks connecting the far flung parts of the
whole. Kvichak Bay is seen just beyond the upper right corner of the
photograph. The term Graveyard was first documented in 1910 and
probably relates to either a pre-contact Native burying ground or a
Chinese cannery workers graveyard from the 1910 construction of

the Alaska Fisherman's Packing Company cannery site of the Olsen &
Company saltery. (Wilder interview: June 2006) The structural remains
visible in the upper center at the forks of the creek are possibly from
the saltery. (Monsen, Jr. letter: Sept. 2006) Graveyard was purchased
— by Libby, McNeill & Libby Company in 1913, burned in 1915 and rebuilt
and operated until 1958-1959. (Alvin Aspelund, Sr. interview: Jan. 2007)
It was known as Libby's Koggiung and was frequently confused with
APA's Diamond J or Kvichak cannery located about five miles up the
Kvichak River at the Yup'ik village of Koggiung.

Photo courtesy of the Harold Hawkinson Collection.
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influenza to the bay in 1919. Some local informants also state
that the flu was spread by a Russian Orthodox priest at Nushagak
during the winter of 1919, but exactly how the pathogen arrived
in the relatively isolated Bristol Bay country will probably never
be known.” The consequences were particularly devastating for
people in most coastal villages. The Alaska Packers Association
cannery personnel gave relief and comfort to the sick, the dying
and surviving orphans. All the people living at Kanakanak,
Igushik and the upriver village of Kaskanak perished or moved
to other locations. The year 1919 was a very bad year for people
in the Bristol Bay region. Not only had the Spanish influenza
killed about 200 people, but there was also a very small return of
salmon. The former suggesting to some that there was a dearth
of public health facilities in the Bay while the latter was due to
chronic over-harvesting of salmon by commercial interests and
was jeopardizing the long term viability of the world’s greatest
red salmon fishery."

In 1898, Josiah Spurr of the United States Geological Survey
reported that, in 1890, three prospectors had traveled up the
Mulchatna River some 200 miles and found gold, probably in
the Bonanza Hills."! Some of the first prospectors to journey to
the headwaters of Bristol Bay Rivers were undoubtedly veteran
California gold miners seeking new ground to stake. Although
it is not clear if there is written documentation extant to
substantiate it, it is plausible that prospectors first came to the
bay in the 1870s and 1880s with commercial fishing interests.
After the season, they could have headed up the Nushagak and
Mulchatna Rivers in search of gold. Prospectors also traveled to
the Mulchatna country through Iliamna Bay and the Iliamna
Portage; ]. Adrian Jacobsen, an ethnographic collector for a
Berlin museum, encountered San Francisco miners at Iliamna
Bay, in 1883.!* Father Vasilii Shishkin wrote in the fall of 1881,
that nine Mulchatna Dena’ina died from scarlet fever.!> Since
men looking for gold were likely the first Americans to visit the

upper Mulchatna River, it is quite possible that the epidemic
was brought to the villages by prospectors coming upriver from
Nushagak or overland from the Kuskokwim or Iliamna Bay."
Alternatively, Dena’ina traders returning home from trading
forays to Nushagak, Iliamna Bay or Tyonek could have brought
in the contagion. Toward the end of the nineteenth century, it
was probably contact with American prospectors or commercial
fishermen that made Native people sick with contagious diseases
such as influenza, measles, and scarlet fever.

As the letters of Quincy Williams and L. E. Bonham show in
this volume, there was an early relationship between the Bristol
Bay fishery and prospecting. Both Williams and Bonham helped
construct Nushagak and Kvichak River canneries around the turn
of the twentieth century and used their wages to outfit themselves
for their upriver prospecting. Williams and Bonham, veterans of
the Klondike and Nome gold rushes, spent winters prospecting
on the Mulchatna River. Certainly, such prospectors relied on
cannery employment and stores to supply themselves for their
prospecting forays on the creeks and rivers of the region.

It is also very likely that the first wooden sailboats and the first
power boats to ply the waters of some of the great lakes of the
Bristol Bay country traced their origin to the commercial fishery.
The Columbia River fishing boats used during the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries in the Bay were sold or traded by
canneries to permanent Bristol Bay residents and first sailed into
Iliamna Lake and even Lake Clark.”” A 1902 photograph taken
by Wilfred Osgood of the United States Biological Survey at Old
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