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MAY MEETING
Wednesday
May 21, 7:30 pm
First United M ethodist Church

9th & G Streets
Next to the Phillips Building

(you may use marked parking after hours...)
Downtown Anchorage

Program: TBA (mcak.orgfor latest news)

cal JaymeMack @ 694-1500 after June3rd. Limited

(HIKINGANDCLIMBING SCHEDULE> t06 unless| get aco-leader.

May 17 - 21 RumblePesk Ramble

Spend aweekend traversing alittleknown corner of
theEagleRiver and Eklutnavalleys. Thisisabig
trip. Backcountry savy and someglacier travel skills
needed. See Scree for details.

June 05 COOK INLET PADDLE/CLIMB - MT. REDOUBT

Kayak from Anchorageand explore Cook Inlet by
kayak and climb Mt. Redoubt. Must have expert
paddling ability. Alsorequired arepreviousglacier
travel and avalanchetraining. Thistripisvery
challenging. Thistripmay bemorethanamonth. If
youareinterestedcall Stu Grenier & 337-5127.

June 14 DAY HIKE-RAM VALLEY

ComeexplorethehiddenRam Vdley back inEagle
River. It'sgoingtobeafull day of hikingina
beautiful valley withviewsof EagleRiver and Knik
Arm. Just over 3,500' of elevation gain and about 6
milesroundtrip. Wewill try and hikeback to
Bombardment Pass. Bring food, water, sturdy boots
and someraingear justincase. If you areinterested

June 20 - 22 RESURRECTION PASSTRAIL -

3DAY BACK PACK
A threeday backpack onthe Resurrection Trail
from Hopeto Copper’ sLanding, roughly 38 miles.
Thetrail iswell marked ; moderate hiking effort We
will becamping. Thisisbeautiful country and bears
aredefiantly ahazard. Leave Friday, return Sunday.
Therewill beapre-trip meeting theweek before
hand. Cantake12 if | haveaco-leader. Pleasecall
JaymeMack @ 694-1500 after June2nd

June 27 - 29 Summer Solstice Annual Backpack

Thisyear continuesthe Crescent Lake Triolgy. This
year isthe3rd annual camp, climb, fish,and maybe
afirst ascent! 2?Hikein Friday 27 June +/- 7pm* f
from Carter Laketrailhead, camp on CrescentL ake,
and climb the highest peak. Then beforereturning
Sunday wewill check out anew(?) peak. * comein
Saturday or evendo aday trip Saturday or Sunday.
Leaders: Tom Choateand M att Nedom.

MCA menmbership applications are available on-line at http://ww. mcak. org/ MCAMembers. htm



G—HKINGANDCLIMBING SCHEDULE)

June 28 Pepper-Salt-Y udikench Peak Traverse
Spend along day traversing abeautiful ridgelinein

EklutnaValley overlooking EklutnaLake. Thisisa
long hard day with lots of up and down. Contact
HansNeidigif interested or sign-up at the meeting.

(_TRIPREPORTS )

Gannett
by Wayne Todd

The headlamp beam findsyet another un-crossable
icechasm blocking our progress. “Don’t remember any near
thissizewhenwecrossedthisglacier inthedaylight!” weall
agree. Kathy leadswith the headlamp, then her son Az, and
then me, asweslowly zigzag our way up and acrossthe
glacier. Occasionally westop and discussour progressand
direction. We negotiate our way around many crevasses

beforewesight land.

Webegan our summit day from Titcomb L akesat 8
0o’ clock that morning, thinking that would allow ampletimeto
summit Gannett and returnwell beforedark. Progresswas
quick up Titcombvalley inthebrisk morning air. Even off-
trail, a an elevation of 11,000 feet, walking was easy over
baregraniteor shin-highalpine.

Weslowed whileascending the steep slope of loose
rocksand screeto Bonney Pass. Therewefurther realized
why thisisthe‘Wind River Range’' (WWR) and coupled with
thesnow, it seemed rather wintry. Wehad our first ook at
Gannett Peak from there, asnow and glacier strewn rock
massif, till two glaciersaway. We crossed the benign-
looking (indaylight anyway) Dinwoody glacier after de-
scending from the pass. With asaferouteobviousinthe
daylight, and theamplefooting provided by thepitted fall
glacierice, wedidn't rope-up. Thestill-present wind kept us
fromjust lazing and lapping up theview; glacier surrounded
by sharp spiresand gendarmeson thisgloriousblue-sky

day.

Just beforeexiting theglacier, wecrossbelow
‘twelvetraining climbers'...aNOL S classperhaps. We speed
on up thelower flanks of the south-east ridge until it necks
toagendarme. | venture out onto the Gooseneck glacier
searching for route options slightly ahead of the others,
knowingthat having theroutedecided will simplify our
climb. The' standard route’ usually leadsup asnow slopeto
theleft of the steep south-east face, but thislateintheyear,
therouteisbrokeniceover steeprock. Theonly plausible
routel seeisa50’ iceclimb aboveabergschrund. Itisagreed
so | cautiously span the shcrund and lead up theicewith
oneaxe, onelight weight axe, andflexiblebootsand
crampons. Fortunately weall have onescrew for crevasse
rescuethat | gladly place here. Once abovethissection, the
second climber ascendsquickly on belay. Getting the third
person up requiresan hour though, fromdifficulty of
loweringiceaxestothem, toropeissuesand dueto hesita-
tion.

Happily reunited back ontheridgeabovethe
gendarme, we hasten a ong noting that theday has pro-
gressedrapidly. Theviewsopen upto many steep granite
peaks, pocket glaciers, and slender valley lakesthat theWRR
issorenowned.

Wesummit just before sunset from thewalkable
south ridgethat has sheer facesto theleft and stegp facesto
theright. Theunhindered views of peaks, glaciers, lakes, and
our route bathedin evening light isgorgeousbut worrisome
aswedidn’t planfor night travel andonly Azhasa
headlamp. Wehavebeenninehoursgetting here. Aftera
quick look-seeall around, snacksand photos, and signingin
thelargemetal milk container, we scamper downtheridge,
withmost of our route already cast in shadow. After efficient
rappels, wescurry further down theridgewanting tofind our
glacier crossing spotinthequickly waning light.

By thetimewecrampon-up, itisDARK (unlessyou

‘gount starlight). A major blessing isthat despite the cold of

May 03



thenight, itiscalmand thewesther isexcellent. Thestarsare
of nousefor navigation, but they do supply solicethat
night.

Thefirst half of theglacier crossing issmooth, and
somewhat familiar, sowe make good time. Thenwemakea
dlight route adjustment and suddenly theglacier has
transformedintothe’ gauntlet’. Two hoursafter zigzagging
around seemingly endlessgaping crevasses, wemakeit to
terrafirmaonce again bel ow Bonney pass.

Fatigued mentally fromtheglacier crossing, and
physically from the arduous day, we decideto wait until light
tocontinue. After only half anhour though everyoneis
cold. Whileunscrewing the headlamp for adjustment, it gets
dropped in pieces between boulders. Darknessand cold!
Using the auto-focus on my camerawhich suppliesbrief
burstsof light, we manageto find the piecesin the snow. We
havelight again.

Weascend to thedefinitivelandmark of Bonney
Pass, thinking theworst travel isbehind us. However, the
2,500' steep descent over looserocksand screeinthedark
causemany dlips, tripsandfalls, far exceeding thefrustration
of theglacier crossing. Thebouncing and now intermittent
light from the headlampis not much use. The slope never
seemsto end, and | mutter as such, but onceit finaly levels,
wecanrelax for thehomestretch. Amazingly nooneis
injured. Early-oninthe descent we could seelightsbobbing
forwardfromthelake. ‘ Rescuers’, Kathy and | thought inour
mottled minds.

Wedrink gratefully and contentedly from astream
andthen plod on. Halfway to thelakesweencounter the
headlamp wearers, climbersgettinga3AM start. Hmmmm,
how had we not known about such an early start time?

Aswelumber along upper Titcomblake, themoon
creststhewest ridgein thestill night, glowing our route and
castinglong shadowsfrom the scattered bouldersacrossthe
flat rock andground.

Wearily, wemakecampat 5AM, 21 hoursafter

starting, anew record for al of us.

{<Wedidn't noticethe quiet skiesthe next day, nor on our
exodusday until wemadethe parkinglot andlearned of the
World Trade Center tragedy of the previousday>)

EklutnaTraverse

by Stu Grenier

Seven of us, Tom Dolan, Eryn Boone, Chism Henery, John
Beebee,Adrian Beebee, Eric Teelaand myself completedthe
traversefrom Eklutnato Girdwood by way of the Raven Cole
and Crow Pass. Weskid across Eklutnalakeand and then
walked tothe Serenity FallsHut. We had our gear motoredin
by thelocal kidswholliveat thetrailhead. . Thiswasagood
thing becausethelakeicewaspretty thin at thefar end of
thelake.

Day twowemadeit to Pitchler’ safter exploring afew new
routesthrough theusual cravassefields. Weused crampons
much farther up than usual dueto thelow snow winter we
had thisyear.

Thenext morning at Pitchlerswe spent about five hours
fixing theroof and Eric built anew bench. After the hut
repairswerecompleted Tom Dolan|ed ateam up towardsthe
ridge above Pitclersbut truned around due to awarm snow
pack.

After asecond night at Pitchlerswehad avery comfortable
crossingtoHans' . Itwasovercast sothesundidn’t bakeus
andwehad abreezeto keep uscool. The snow wasright for
thecrossing.

At White out passwe met ateam going the other way with
Nancy Pfifer onit. They told usabout the gassituation at the
other huts.

Our second day at Hans' was spent fixing theroof inanon
and off whiteout. It took about four hours. Tom Dolan
climbed Hut Peak between whiteouts. Alsoat Hans' | noticed
anAlaskaUSA check nailedtotheceiling. It wasfrom aguy
named Fred and wasfor 1,000,000 dollars. It wasmade out to
theMCA. Weweredated. | still havethecheck andwill give
ittothetreasurer nexttimel seehim.

TheroutefromHans' to Rosi€’ sisthemost dangerousfor
crevassefallsjudging formthelog books. John agreed to
lead anew routefor usdown skier’ sleft to avoid crevasses.
Last year we saw tracksthat took thisrouteand they didn’t
seemto haveaproblem. The new routewas not very good
probably becausewedidn’t get high enough onthefaceto
escapethe crevasses. John soon found himself uptohis
waistinacrevasseand took about five minutesto get
himself out. Withinten minutesof that crevassehehitthe

,mother of all crevassesand dropped 20 ftinwhiletaking out
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about 8ft of corniceon either side. It took about an hour and
ahalf to get John out. Digging out the cornice so hecould
pruisicsout wasthe problem. Wehad to send afoot loop
down and use half abelgerie. After hegot out it took another
30 minutesto get his pack, whichwastied to therope.

Aftertwo crevassefallsinarow | siadto everyonethat we
need two peopletolead or | think we should turnaround and
head back to Eklutna. After seeing what happened to John
you could seewhy folkswereinthe mood to follow and not
lead. Tom Dolan volunteered and then herecruited measthe
secondleader. Wecontinuedon.

Moving farther up onto thefaceto escape crevasseswe
moved downtheglacier. The snow seemed very stablethis
year. Wefinally decidedto drop downtotheglacier and
regroup at the conspiciousrock pilethat marksthe start of
themoraine. At thispoint it wasclear that Chismwashaving
binding problems. Hislether bootsseemed to betoo soft for
his Silverettabindings. Wemanaged to get cell phone
servicetolet folksknow wewould belate. This, and alack of
skiing ability, slowed our progresstoacrawl. Itwas11 at
night when wereached the bottom to the steep part . There
wasanear full moon and acomfortablewind blowing form
thewest. The starswereout. In one of the most beautiful
moon light skisof theyear we crossed the Eagle Glacier and
climbedupto Rosi€’'s. Wearrived after midnight in good
spirits. Adrian even wroteapoemthat isin thelog book at
Rose's.

Thenext day wastoo windy and awhiteout sowejust hung
out. Wedid manageto measuretheboardsthat therocksare
onthat holdthehutinplace. 3boardsontheEagleglacier
sideneedto bereplaced. Wealso descovered that Rosi€’'s is
theonly hut withabarrel still outsidethedoor. Weleft notes
inall thehutsthat you areto carry your own human waste
bagsout. Werecommend that peopl e take two trash compac-
tor bagsfor this. Weal so found that somewaste bagswere
faulty so usewith extreme caution. Wetook care of other
peopl €’ shags.

After twonight sat Rosie’ swewent over Raven Passand
out Crow Pass. Aswewere going down the Raven Col we
finally heardthegeese. Thiswasmy fourth April Eklutna
Traverseinarow and| alwayslook forwardto hearing and
seeing thegeesereturn.

Next year wehopeto dotheMilk Glacier route.

In Search Of...

Hi everybody, | have a unique opportunity to get out
in the Mountains from May 22 to May 30 since my
wife & son will be visiting her folks in Minnesota. 1'd
like to join a trip that's looking for a good pack mule
so any leads anyone could pass my way would be
greatly appreciated. 1'd also be interested in spending
several days in either the East Fork Eklutna or Upper
Eagle River drainage, climbing some of the larger
peaks (glacier travel is an option). If you would, or
know someone who would, like to join me don’t
hesitate to email or give me a shout a the numbers
below.

Thanks,
Courtney Jines

265-6077 work
346-2773 home

351-8308 mobile

Letter fromtheEditor

Greetings!

For those of you unknown to me, my nameisAmsl
Apflauer, you new Scree Editor. Just wantedto say helloto
everyone, and hope thisnewsletter doesn’t arrivetoo lateto
be useful to you thismonth. | will striveto haveit out by the
first week of themonthin futureeditions.

| inviteyou to takeamoment to write up trip reportsof your
adventures, and submit them for publicationintheScree. |
will domy best toincludesubmissionsinatimely fashion. In
the near future | would alsoliketo have photosand slides
submitted. Moreonthat as | get thedetailsworked out. Trip
reports, proposed M CA trips, and other Scree related items
can be e-mailed directly tomtndamsel @alaska.net for
fastestdelivery.

Until leter,
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MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The Mountaineering Club of Alaska(MCA) wasformed in 1958 to promote the enjoyment of hiking and

climbing in Alaskaand the exploration of its mountains. We welcome all who wish to become members.
Participate and Learn: The MCA conducts scheduled hikes and climbs led by experienced club members,
technical mountaineering and climbing courses, and other instruction throughout the year. The club maintains eight
mountain huts in the nearby Chugach and Talkeetnamountains. The MCA’sVin Hoeman Library, located upstairs
in AlaskaMountaineering & Hiking at 2633 Spenard Road, contains hundreds of books, numerous periodicals,
bound volumes of the SCREE, and a‘ Peak File' with information on local climbs. The club also loans climbing
gear to members, including ice axes, helmets, crampons, snowshoes, and avalanche beacons.

Stay Informed: The MCA publishes a monthly newdetter, SCREE, and sendsit to all members. The

SCREE contains announcements of upcoming events, the hiking and climbing trip schedule, and trip reports written
by club members. A monthly meeting and dlide show are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m
at the First United Methodist Church at 725 West Ninth Avenue (corner of Ninth & G Streets, downtown Anchor-
age).

Special events or changes to the meeting will be noted in the SCREE. Be sure to visit our website at:
www.mcak.org

([ ] Complete both sides of this form. Write neatly! To participate in club-sponsored trips, every
member must read and complete the Release of Liability Agreement on the back of this application.

L] Please make checks payable to Mountaineering Club of Alaska, Inc.

° Annual dues are $10 for an individual or $15 for a family (includes eectronic SCREE subscription —
either delivered to your e-mail address or downloaded from the MCA webpage).

(] Mailed SCREE subscriptions are $10 per year and are non-refundable (one SCREE per family).

° Annual membership is for one calendar year, through the 31st of December.

® Two-year, non-refundable, memberships are available for double the annual dues.

L] Memberships paid after October 1st are good through December 31 of the following year.

° If applying by mail, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for your membership card.
Otherwise, you may pick it up at the next monthly meeting.
Our address is: P.O. Box 102037, Anchorage, Alaska 99510-2037 www.mcak.org

NEW DATE

RENEWAL NAME

INDIVIDUAL ($10) FAMILY

FAMILY ($15) MEMBERS

2-YR MEMBERSHIP

Note that two-year membership dues are double the annual dues and subscription fee.
How do you want your SCREE delivered? (check one or both)

ELECTRONIC (Free) E-mail attachment or notify when available for downloading (circle one).
PAPER ($10/yr.) Postal Service — please include $15/year if outside the U.S.

STREET or P.O. BOX

CITY/STATE/ZIP

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS
| am interested in joining a committee (Circle which ones: Programs, Hiking & Climbing, Huts, Geographic Names, Parks
Advisory, Equipment, Honorary, Membership, Training, or ad hoc committees). | am interested in Ieading atrip.

Do not write below this line:
Pd: $10 «$15 «$20 «$30 « $10 for paper SCREE & $20 for 2 years of paper SCREE Membership Card Issued for Yr:

on Date: / / & Cash or Check Number: Address Added to Mailing List &



RELEASE OF LIABILITY-READ CAREFULLY

| I I print name), am aware that mountaineerin g sports (including hiking; backpacking;
rock, snow, and ice climbing; mountaineering; skiing; and ski mountameerlng? are hazardous activities. | wish to participate and/or
receive instruction in these activities with the Mountaineering Club of Alaska, Inc. (“MCA”) | recognize that these activities involve
numerous risks, which include, by way of example and not limitation, falling while hiking, climbing, skiing or crossing rivers or
?Iamer_s; failure of a belay; beln%_struck by climbing eqmgment or falling rock; ice or snow; avalanches; lightning; fire; hypothermia;
rostbite; defective or malfunctioning equipment; andattack by insects or animals. | further recognize that the remoteness of the
activities may preclude prompt medical care. | further recognize that risk of injury or death may be caused or enhanced by mistakes or
negligence on the part of either my fellow participants or MCA officers, directors, guides, instructors, or trlf\)/lleaders., I nevertheless
agree to accept any and all risks of injury, death, or property damage that may occur in connection with any MCA activity, including use
of MCA furnished equipment and usé of MCA
backcountry huts.

(initial that you have read this paragraph)
GIVING UP MY LEGAL RIGHTS

By signing this Agreement, | agree to give up for myself and for my heirs all legal rights I may have against the MCA or my fellow
articipants in MCA activities. I give up these legal rights regardless of whether the injury, death, or property damage results
rom mistakes or negligence on the part of either my fellow participants or the MCA. (As used in this agreement, MCA
means the Mountaineering Club of Alaska, Inc., and all of its officers, directors, guides, instructors and trip leaders.) I understand
this agreement shall remain in effect until such time as I provide signed written notice of its revocation to the MCA.

(initial that you have read this paragraph)

. . MY PROMISE NOT TO SUE . . L .
1 agree that I will not sue, or otherwise make any claim against, the MCA or my fellow participants in MCA activities for injury,
death, or property damage which occurs in the course ot my participation or instruction in mountaineering sports. Any lawsuit
relating to MCA activities or this release shall anly be filed in the Superior Court for the State of Alaska, Third Judicial District,
Anchorage, Alaska. The provisions shall remain in full force and effect.

(initial that you have read this paragraph)
MY RELEASE OF LIABILITY
| also agree to release and discharge the MCA and my fellow partici{)a_nts in MCA activities from all actions, claims, or demands, both
for myself and for my heirs, dependents, and/or personal representative, for injury, death, or property damage occurring in the course
of my participation or instruction in mountaineering sports.
(initial that you have read this paragraph)
MY PROMISE TO INDEMNIFY

I agree to pay all expenses, including attorneyis fees and court costs, that the MCA may incur as a consequence of any legal action
arising out of injury, death, or property damage suffered by me.

(initial that you have read this paragraph)
MY CONSENT TO MEDICAL TREATMENT

I consent to any hospital care or medical or surgical diagnosis or treatment which may be necessary as a result of my participation in
activities with the MCA. 1 also understand and agree that | am solely responsible for all applicable Charges for such medical treatment,
including evacuation and/or rescue cost.

(initial that you have read this paragraph)
| HAVE CAREFULLY READ THISAGREEMENT AND FULLY UNDERSTAND ITSCONTENTS. | AM AWARE
THAT THISISABINDING, LEGAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN ME AND THE MCA.

Dated: Signature:

Signature of Parent or Guardian (if under 19):




Mountaineering Club of Alaska

Of ficers Board
President Jayme Mack 694-1500 Stuart Grenier  337-5127
Vice-President Karen Herzenberg 223-0351 Dave Hart 227-9584
Secretary Sean Bolender  274-4457 Richard Baranow 694-1500
Treasurer Tom McDermott Matt Nedom 278-3648
Bill Romberg 677-3993
Annual member ship dues: Single $10.00 Family $15.00 (one Scree

per family)

Dues can be paid at any meeting or mailed to the treasurer at the MCA address below. If you
want a membership card, please fill out a club waiver and mail it with a self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope. If you fail to receive the newsletter, or have questions about your membership, contact the club
treasurer. The post office does not forward the newsletter.

SCREE is a monthly publication of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska. Articles and notes
submitted for publication and other communication related to the newsletter should be mailed to Scree
Editor Box 102037 Anchorage, AK 99510, or e-mailed to mtndamsel@alaska.net. Articles should be
received by June 6th to be included in the June issue. Sorry, no exceptions.

Paid ads may be submitted to the attention of the Vice-President at the club address and should
be “cameraready” and pre-paid. Your cooperation will be appreciated... Amsl Apflauer, Editor.

Missing your MCA membership card? If so, stop by one of our monthly meetings to pick it up or
send us a self-addressed stamped envelope and we’ll mail it to you.

MAILING LIST/DATABASE ENTRY: don smith

HIKING/CLIMBING CHAIR: matt nedom, 278-3648, richard baranow, 694-1500
HUTS: mark miraglia, 338-0705

WEB: www.mcak.org (go here to change your address)

MAILING LIST SERVICE: mcak@yahoogroups.com



