ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday
October 21, 7:30 pm
Pioneer Schoolhouse, 3rd & Eagle Streets
Downtown Anchorage

Elections: President, V. President, Secretary, Treasurer
and two Board positions.

Presentation: Jisnw Saylevrwill share his many ascents
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Nov21.26-29 Basic Mountainsering Skills
Mew 21, Bal., 9 A M. Location: Kaladi Bros,
(6921 Brayton Dr.) Organizstional
hfeeting — mandatory.
Mow 26-27, Thur. & Fri. 9 AM.- 4 PM. Location:
To be determined. To cover:

Fopes / Enots

Anchors § Protection

Belay / Repel

Gear / Clothing

Planning / Logistics / Weather

Route Selection / Hazards

Map [ Compass / GPS

Practice Self-Amest

Required Equipment: ice axe & helmest

Moy X8-29, Sat. & Sun. (overnighter) Location:

Local mountains, To cover

* Winter Camping

& Climb Peak (MCA Class C/D0)

Required Equipment: ice e & helmet

Instructor; Gary Runa  I75-3613 msg.

Backpacking in Ankatuvuk Pass
by Linda Jaggzer

n Thursday July 30, we few from
Anchorage to Fairbanks, met our
friend Dave from 5. Carolina and
flew onto Anaktuvuk Pass, a
village of 270 people. Our pilot

was kind enough to fly below the
douds. The i ity of the land
overwhelmed us. 1 could see and
feel the “last frontier.” There s nothing but meander-
ing rivers, green hillsides and gray, jagged mountains.
We got off the plane and started walking east, to the
Anaktuvuk River, We felt we could look north and
seemingly see forever, to the Bering Sea and the
MNorth Pole. The weather was picture perfect; 70
degrees and sunny, no humidity. It was so refreshing,
Such a relief from Florida's heat and humidity, where
we presently live. We were there for 5 days of back-
packing to explore the land. We were following an
Argo (a 6-8 wheeled all terrain vehicle) rail We had




planned o hike out the valley 20 miles to climb Fan
Mountain, 7000 feet, the highest peak in the area.
Hewever, after our first day of covering only 5 miles
we realized it was not likely we would get there, 1t
suddenly did not matter. We were so taken by our
surrsundings a specific mountain summil no longer
seomed important. We crossed the river end of our
first day, luckily it was only knee deep. W picked
oul a bluff and set camp for the night

Day 2 we continued on the Argo trail along
the river, hiking about 8 miles. Each bend in the river
brought new vistas. The valley must have been 5
miles wide, Al we could see was green valleys and
strialed shades of gray, jagged mountains.. When we
were tired we just picked out a little bluff and set up
camp that we stayed ab for 2 nughts, Day 3 we did a
day hike, continued up river another 5 miles, saw
some glaciers in the distance, climbed a small peak o
SE00 fewet. The views were awesome, we looked down
on & Dahl sheep gracefully running across the gageed
rock. We longed toclimb higher but we had been ot
all day, it was time to return to camp. The other days
it was cloudy and drizzly, but it did not stop us from
hiking  Day 4 we had to head back, hiked about 8
mibes and crowsed the river again. Day 5 brought us
back to the village after only a couple of hours of
hiking where we awaited our plane back to civiliza-

Licin

I'vie mever hiked somewhere where [ had no
particular destination. We are avid hikers in the lower
4, having climbed and hiked over 40 140 foot
mounlams i Colorado, and hundreds of miles of trail
and mountan peaks in New England, the west and
soulheast  This is our second visit to Alaska, our first
11 vears apo  Before arriving in Anaktuvuk we spent
a wirrk hibang around Anchorage & the Kenai Penin-
sula Anabtuvuk Pais is a place like no other, it is a
place wr wiould encourage everyone b experendce.
W'l s back, before another 11 yvears pass.

Trails of Fairbanks Area
by Linda Jagper

n Monday Aug 3, we relumed b
Farbanks after spending 5 days
backpacking in Anaktuvuk Pass.
We had 4 days in the area. T really
wanted o backpack the Pinnell
Mt Trail, a 27-mibe trail, located
off the Steese Hwy, NE of
Farrbanks. It is all above tree line,
you end up about 30 miles down the road from where
you started, But the weather did not cooperate, it was
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a steady drizzle, more so than up north. Tom “ha
it" with backpacking for his pack did not fit him w
The high pont on the trail was 4300 feet., the cloi
were down io abowt 3000 feet or less, 5o we opled
hike the first 3 miles to Table Mt (4470) and turne
back because of the steady rain and poor visibility
would be a grand backpack in clear, dry weather

whemn visibility s pood; it reminded me of brails in
Mew Hampshire and the alpine vegetation there.

Wednesday, August &, we hiked the Granite
Tors counterclockwise, opposite of what the park
literature suggests. The trail head is located at mile
349.5 on the Chena Hot Springs Rd. It is a 16-mile hike
with a 2300-fool elevation gain. We hiked the west
trail first to go up the steepest part and down the
miore gradual East trail. The tors are isolated pin-
nacles of granile, some 200 feet high, popping out of
the tundra. It is a Mecca for rock climbers. Signs were
everywhere warning hikers that bear had been spotbed
by Lizard’s Eye, the high point on the trail In fact
bear had attacked a campsite; we found sleeping bags
on the ground and socks by an open fire pit. It looked
like these people were not taking proper bear precau-
tions of cooking away from their camp, etc. However,
we never saw the bear. There were awesome views,
these lors popping up on the ridee in various shapes
and sizes. The trail was excellently maintained, there
were boardwalks over the bogpy areas, and mile posts
along the way, There's even a shelter one could spend
the night al, & 12 miles up the easl trail

Thursday, August 7, we attempted to hike to
Chena Dome on the Chena Dome Trail. Again the
trail was immaculately maintained, with boardwalks
over the muskeg and mile markers posted. Again it
was rainy. This s a 3 mile loop trail, our hope was o
hike 10 miles into Chena Dome and return. We hiked
3 miles up to tree line; above tree line the clouds rolled
in and we could barely see the next cairn. We contin-
ued another 2 miles to the bop of the ridge at 3700 feat
where the trail levels out for the next 5 miles before
reaching the summit. Visibility was so poor that we
decided we'd turn back.  Instead we wenl and did the
Angel Rocks Trail, another beautiful trail to more
“tor” like rocks, We did a total of 13 miles that day,

Hiking in the Farrbanks area is very differéent
than the Anchorage area. The brails are not quite as
steep and you get bo the alpine terrain quicker. We
would encourage everyone to visit this majestic area,
hopefully vou can find a time of better weather. All
in all we spent 15 days in your majestic state and
hiked 125 miles. We met some wonderful club
members who carry the true mountaineering spirit;
Bruce Kittredge, Tom Choate and Wendy Sanom.
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We'd love to hear of others experiences in
these area, You may contact us at 229 Westridge Dr.,
Tallahassee, F1. 3234 If any of you ever have cause
to come to the Tallhassee Fl area we'd love o meet
We'll gladly show you the Florda Trail

youu,

Humnter Creek Glacier Climhs
by Steve Gruhn

btaining legal access has long
hindered climbers in the Hunler
Creck drainage south of the Knik
River. Chir party of three was no
exceplion. Despite numerous
unreturned telephone calls to one
of the landowners, a mid-week
wisilk bo one of lhe local businesses,
careful planning, and an attempt at an early start, Tom
Choate, Bruce Kittredpe, and [ encountered difficulty
in obtaining permission b cross approsimately Y4 mile
of privale land south of Knik River Foad to start our
9-day trip on May 33. There was even conflicting land
ownership information. Don't plan to access this ansa
without further research (ask us). Upon hearing
reports of vehicles having been vandalized at the
school bus turnarcund near the Knik River Road
bridge across Hunter Creck, Tom and Bruce oblained
permission from one lbandowner o park & vehicle on
private property for the duration of our rip. We
obtained permission from another landowner o cross
private property to access the state lands to the south,
but had o guess at the property boundaries during
our hike. The delays meant a 2230 P.M. start

The trail up the east side of Hunter Creek 18 quite
muddy and, at times, difficult o follow. Numerous
sade trails weave in and out Thick alders surround
the mud, decreasing the opportunity for avoiding the
slop. By 8:30 P.M. we had finally reached a place to
camp north of where the trail crosses the East Fork of
Hunter Creek at about T200 feet. We were grateful o
set down our heavy packs.

After a late start the following day, we crossed the
East Fork just above our campsite and proceeded to
climb the ridge to the south. We had to switch from
boots to snowshoes at about 1800 feet. We continued
south on the ridge until we had reached Point 5050
(T153M, R4E, Sec. 30). Finding no evidence of a previ-
ous ascent, Tom built a cairm and left a register
naming this feature Key Point, in reference to The
Gatekeaper (elev. 5705, T15N, R4E, Sec. 28) about 1\
miles southeast. Key Point does not meet the criteria
of a true peak {minimum 300 foot rise from a saddle
conneching o higher point), bl is the highest point

within a 1-mile radius (higher than 5005 to the south)

We backtracked a couple hundred yvards and
glissaded down a snowy slope to the east We then
snowshoed up the northwest ridge of The Gatekeeper
for what we believe to be the third ascent. We de-
scended the north ridge of The Gatekesper ina
twilight glissade down soft, wet snow almost to the
East Fork. Thoroughly seaked, we marched back to
camp, arrving after 1 a.m.

Naturally, we again got a late start After break-
ing camp we crossed the East Fork and headed
upstream on the gravel bar. In mid-afternoon, we
witnessed an avalanche release from the northeast-
facing slope ahead of us, The shde went clear to the
tundra, at least 8 feet below the snow surface, and
extended across the East Fork, We decided to cross
the East Fork on the avalanche debris, but by the tune
we arrived, the stream had churmed through the
remaining snow bridges, =0 a little jumping was
required:

We continued up a steep slope of mixed alder,
devil's club, and smooth badrock, and then along the
edge of the gently sloping upper valley, following the
lateral moraine on the east side of the Hunter Creek
Glacier. We finally trudged to an avalanche-protected
campsile al about 3700 feel, north of the confluence
with the glacier draining west from between
Mountaineser's Peak felev, 7265, T14N, R4E, Zec. 1)
and Devil's Club Peak (elev. 7240, T15N, R4E, Sec. 36)

The next afternoon we gotb a late start again and
sel out following fresh wolverine tracks up the east
side of the glacier for Mount Palmer {elev. 6940}
Despite the heavy snow pack, it was evident that the
glacser had lost a substantial amount of ice from the
area south of Mount Palmer, compared to whal is
indicated on the Anchorage (B-5) quadrangle. We left
the glacier at about 53800 feet and Tom kicked steps up
the steep slope o the ridge. We descended down the
east side of the ridge, upa small glacial valley, amd
onio a corkscrew ridge to the summit  Beautiful rime
and cauliflower snow covered the rocks, and the view
tor the east was spectacular. We found no calrn, but
believe ours was the fifth ascent of Mount Palmer. We
followed our footprints for the descenl, once again
arriving in camp after midnight

The next day it drizzled and the wind howled, so
we spent the day eating, shoveling, building snow
walls, and listening to Badio Mew Zealand, courtesy
of Tom's bny radio.

Thursday we left camp at a decent hour and
headed up the glacier west of Mountaineer's Peak
(which Tom dubbed the Mountaineer's Spur Glacier).

Aach yearly deposil of snow was visible in the layered
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formations of the seracs. We counted over 30 years of
accumulation visible. We took off our snowshoes at
about 6500 feet and climbed the ridge to the east,
attaining the ridge at about 6800 feet. An easy walk to
the north led us to the summit for what we believe is
the fifth ascent of Mountaineer’s Peak. Here Tom and
I spent over 3 hours excavating snow on two summits
(the north one is higher) in search of a cairn. Bruce
evidently had enough snow shoveling on our weather
day and wisely decided not to join the futile search for
the summit register. We followed our tracks for the
descent.

That evening Tom scouted out a possible future
MCA hut site and located a nice spot on a protected
moraine. The land is owned by the Bureau of Land
Management, but has been in the process of convey-
ance to Cook Inlet Region, Inc., for over 20 years.

The next morning we left camp at a reasonable
hour and headed around the corner to the east. Bruce
and Tom kicked steps up a snowy couloir to the
northeast, topping out on the ridge at about 5900 feet.
Here Tom and I introduced Bruce to Chugach crud.
For his first time dealing with exposed and rotten
rock, Bruce did quite well, despite some apprehension
on his part. We followed the narrow ridge east to the
summit of Devil’s Club Peak for what we believe to be
the fourth ascent. Rather than following an cld
descent route marked by rappel slings, we made what
we believe to be the first traverse of the ridge north to
Big Timber Peak (elev. 6745+, T15N, R4E, Sec. 26).
There was one point on the descent that required
careful attention, but after a half hour of exploring
alternate routes, Tom led us over a cornice and
around the dliff. Although we did not find a cairn on
any of the rocky summits (the highest is north and
west of Point 6745), we believe ours to be the second
ascent of Big Timber Peak. We descended the rocky
west ridge until we reached a scree gully at about 5500
feet, where we slid down to the base and dropped to
the glacial moraine around midnight for the final
trudge up glacier to camp.

The winds howled again the next day; rain pelted
our precious snow walls. We spent the day building
snow walls and lazing around. All told, at this
campsite we had added 14 feet of snow to the walls,
but the continuous wind, warm temperatures, and
rain erased our work. The next morning the walls
were nonexistent and what had been an excavation for
our tent was now raised more than a foot above the
surrounding snow.

Sunday we broke camp and headed down glacier,
crossing to the west side of the valley just below the
terminus of the glacier. We descended the alder

patches above the gravel bar with minimal difficulty
and hiked down the gravel flats, eyeing the changes
spring had brought to the area in the past week. The
trees were beginning to bud, snow bridges had
vanished, and the East Fork was quite a bit higher
than when we came in the previous weekend.

We followed the muddy trail out, carefully avoiding
the free-range cattle that had moved into the area near
Knik River Road. Bruce drove us to Eagle River
where we savored pizza and memories of our climbs.

For Sale

+ Patagonia Gridman 1-Piece

¢ Goretex Suit - Large. Never
used - still in original wrapping.
$350 ($725 new)

¢ Feathered Friends Rock & Ice
Down/Gtx Parka. Warmest
expedition parka on the planet. 1
expedition. $350 (3650 new)

¢ North Face Westwind 2-Person
Expedition Tent. Bombproof Tent.
S years old, only 3 expeditions.
$225 ($375 new)

¢ Beal 300'x 9 mil climbing rope.
Never used - still in original
wrapping. $150 ($250 new)

¢ Beal 50m x 10.5m climbing
rope. Never used - still in original
wrapping. $60 ($100+ new)

¢ Koflach Valluga Randonee Ski
Boots - Size 10.5. 10 years old, but
functional. $40

* Ramer Adjustable Ski Poles.
$40 ($80 new)

¢ Titanium Ice Screws. Never
used - still in original wrapping. $8
each

Call Dave, 338-0554

The current volume of Alaska

Geographic is called “Climbing
Alaska.” Several copies will be
available for sale at the October
meeting (21.95 ea.). MCA club

members arc featured in it.




Era Aviation, Inc.
1998 Contest Winners

phalo-conbes- |

Prepared:; SY1RDR

# Winner CATEGORY TITLE NAME HIKING CLIMEBING FEOFLE SCENERY PERCENT

K20 st Hiking Eye of thi: Glacker Wiyne Todd 0g Ll
122 Ind  Iiking Deseerling the Trdent Yaobana James Lambes 44 2 L
Fis Il Hiking Talkesa Mountaim Hiehhiker Birk Towner A8 - - o'
[24  Honorable Mention  Hiking Summit Cakdera of M1, Katmai Dan OHadre kL] - 12%
123 Hooombdes Wention  Hiking foit. Hianoer's West Ridge Dl Har 1] . 0%
e Hiking Aurturnn Trails Curvin Metzler 16 - g8,
T Hiking Hiire Fheads Alaska tn Agirill Bill Wakelaml ] i a5
el Hikiig The Crossing Sreves Frizch 11 - A%
I Hiking Canyon Masnont Eran Harsen 10 L4
210 fel Climling Asceni o Pichlers Wayne Todd - Eir - - %
N4 Ind  Climbing St Dy, 81 Logan David Han - 64 - %
Al ¥rd  Climbing Tee Wrld Steven Frisch i - 1%
15 Homarable Mention  Climhing Have You Hiogeed a Rock Today? Kirk Towner - 11 3 I
1131 Hosarshle Mennos  Climbing i, Lopan, Fast Radgs Kur Bauer - 15 - - 1%
212 Climbing Elhapsaady in Blue Jamies Larabes - 21 - %
L] Chimhing Degcemding Campaikinn Tanathan Rose - 17 %
205 Clirmihing Futh Geacier, Sheldon Amphitheater Med Friedman = 11 4%
114 sl People The Last Crevasse Willy Hersmen x fid 1%
19 Ind  People Pzl & Dravid on the East Ridge of Mt Logan Bt Baior - a0 [
120 Ird  People Bl Hesisparead an Mt Logan Drawid Hari - 3% 13%
12 Honorable Mendon  Peaple Relgaing on the Trail Dlon Harnsen AT 1%
1i7 Hanarable Mentian Peaple Conbing O{F Steven Frisch 73 7%
iz Feople Diawvee Lucey on bl Motashal Harry Hung - 20 [
£ Feople Mo of Stesle: My Sigele Expedidon Lesder, Willy Hersiras  James Lambee - 17 L
i People Dirfed Frgt, Anyane? AR0nynens 13 5%
LR Peaple [.ook What | Faund! Bill Wakelard - - 12 4%
3 Peopli Hill and Hiz Waterfall Btk Towner - - 12 4%
a4 Foaple Sammil Dancing Bl Ramiberg - ] 4%
ié Pisapln Hiking Lip Chitna Fass Curvin Metzler - # 1%
i3 Peaple P'enple Gear Ratky Lk - i 2%
i3 Peaple Ar % Steve Depanting the Scandmmyviam Haut Med Friedman - 4 1%
al2 It Seemery Crreers ol Sumamer James Lombes - 22%
414 init Seemcry High Camp on 51 Eligs Daavid Hart 58 15
411 Inl Scenery McAnbur Peak from M. Logan Fairt Bauer - 42 14%
403 Homornble Mengion  Scepery Light at the End of the Tunnel Curvia Metelor - - 14 1%
410 Hoeorshle Mengion  Scenery Penching at Pichler's Wayne Todid 3 1z e
i Scemery Sheer from (he St Bill Wakeland 7 %
4G Scemery Expleirer Peak Ezthy 51ill 17 fi%h
411 Seepry Waber, Grass, Moontxing, Sky Beeven Frisch = E F 4
403 Seemery Black-Mose Moantmin ond Surprise Loke Dion Hamsen - o - % g [
A Scensry Sumrlse on the Ruth Gilacier Hed Friedmian E %
415 Scomery Wrngell High Cansgp Veew Kirk Tawner i o,
417 KumHTy Bird Rilge Kathy Zubsay = i 1%

TOTAL FOINTS YOTED 3 30 EIE] m




AUGUST MEETING

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 by President
biark Miragha  After mtreduction of new members, and
international puest, Andre Reider from the Swiss Alpmne
Club, the hiking and climbing schedule was cutlined
Pleise sme Sever

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Huts

It was reported that the Bomber Hot 15 aptact.  An cuthoss
for it 15 ready to be fown in whenever the 2101 has time.
There was extensive discussion of the disposal of wasie al
all huts.

Creographic Names
Tom Choate wants o know who named Mi Robinson

Parks Advisary

An nppeal is pending 10 Washington in protest of the ban of
fixed anchors in wilderness areas,  If you contend that the
Forest Supervisor's decision should be overfumed, pleass
contact Mark Miraglia

OLD BUSINESS
Mone

NEW BLUSINESS
Mome

ANMOUNCEMENTS

There will bz a boulder competition Froday the ZE* at the
Alaska Rock Gym:

Jim Wickwire wall do a book signing st Barmes and Nobles
on the 18* of Beptember.

Respecifully Sobmitted,
Helga Bashor

SEFTEMBER MEETING

After miroduction of 12 geests, Kirk Towner gave
iz Treasurer's report.  See Kirk for a detailed account.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Hurs

Charperson, Mark Miraglia, reporied a flare-up of the
Melint Hut siove on Seplember &, Fepairs were made but the
stove takes a few miules to shut off. New parts wall be
ordered. The hut also needs a new fire extingnusher. The
Eeomber Hut outhouse needs 8 toiled seat, and we are still
witing for the 210 1o fly in & new outhouse. An Eklutna
Lake project is in the works for & public-use cabin to be
located affer the last bridge.

Traimimg

Gary Runa outlined his schedule for Thanksgiving
training. Thiz will be published in Seree. There will be a
mandatory meeting at 7200 PR, Thursday, September 24%
for the Joe Climbing Class,

Faris Advisary

Scott Bailey reported that 50T and Public Facilities is
ealling for project nominations for the 2000-2007 Statewide
Transportation Improvement Flan (STIP). STIP is the
spendmg plan for federmlly fmded inprovements to roads,
ferries, transils, trails, sikdewalks and waysides - If vou have
& pregect mn mind, contact Scott for info st 696-T250,

The ban on fixed enchors is now anly in effect in the
Sawtooths and iz a lest case. A FFAC group (formal fedesal
sclvisory commuites) is being put together which will
probably contadn reps from climbing and environmental
groups, to work with the Forest Service and a mediator to
study the issue.

LD BUSINERS
Mane,
HEW ELIARESS
Mone.
ANNOUMCEMENTS
Mone.
Respectfully Submitted,
Helga Bashor




Officers Board
Brend Bryan 248-9173

it Mark Miraglia 338-0705 Tom Choate 333-5309
sident Richard Baranow 694-1500 Matt Nedom 278-3648
y Helga Bashor  783-2247 Dawn Groth 338-0554
3T Kirk Towner 344-5424 Dara Lively 345-9294

. membership dues: Single $10.00 Family $15.00 (one Scree per family)

Dues can be paid at any meeting or mailed to the treasurer at the MCA address below. if you
want a membership card, please sign the club waiver found on the reverse side of this page and mail
it with a self-addressed, stamped envelope. If you fail to receive the newsletter, or have questions
about your membership, contact the club treasurer.

SCREE is a monthly publication of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska. Articles and noles
submitted for publication and other communication related to the newsletter should be mailed to
Box 102037, Anchorage, Ak 99510. Articles should be received by the 25th of the month for the
following month’s issue. Computer diskettes are accepted, or e-mail to mca@alaska.net.

Paid ads may be submitted to the attention of the Vice-President at the club address and
should be “camera ready” and pre-paid. Your cooperation will be appreciated...
Willy Hersman, Editor, 265-6405

'MAILING: richard baranow

HIKING & CLIMBING CHAIR: wendy sanem, 694-0825
Web Page: http://www.alaska.net/~mca BP EXPLORATION
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