FEERUARY MEETING
Wednesday
February 19, 7:30 pm
Pioneer Schoolhouse, 3rd & Eagle Streets
Downtown Anchorage

Slide Show: Garth Lenz from the 210th Eescue Squadron
will show ‘Backcountry Rescue in Alaska’

June 28 - July 6 Aniakchak Crater and Vent Mt
Class B - C, Charles from King Salmon at a cost
(HIIE'NG AND CLIMBING EEHE[IULI-D of 3240 - $473 per peraon (plus air fare to
King Salmen). Base camp will be in the crater
Trip limited o nine people mcluding Jesder,

Apr 19 - May 4 Grand Canvon and Paria Canvon Leader: Don Hansen 248-7184 (h) or 271-6656
The permit for a group of s1% to do the Bouches-

Hermit boop in Grand Canyon has been approved,
but as of Jan. 1, that top is fuil. Oo Apnl 28 we
will move to the Pana Canyon trailhead in Utah,

hike: that colorful slot canyon, and drive to Flag Julv 19 - Aug 3 Mount Imkpak area of Gates of
staff May 3, to fly home from Phoenix May 4. the Arciic National Park and Preserve

This secand hake 55 not full, If mterested in either Class C. Chaster from Bettles at & cost of $430 -
tnip, please contact me after Jan 26. §450 per person (plus approximately

Leader: Bill Wakeland 563-6346 $24% air fare from Fairbanks to Bettles)  Climb of

besser peaks 1o the Mount Igikpak area. Trip
lunited o 8 people including the leader, WNote:
Thiz irip = BOT a climb of Moant [gikpak
Leader: Don Hansen 248-T124 (h) or 2716656

1997 Membership Dues are due now ! -5



(TRIP REPORTS ) :

A Long Day on Rumble

by Joe Anders

t was a clear inte summer day. Ted and
[ leoked vt our office windows at the
warm blwe gaes. It was obously way
too pice o stay i the office - where
could we po? After looking over oar
maps, we decided o give bdount
Fumbie a trv.

I talked Ted indo leaving bright and early for &
change, Actually, 1l was a pretly easy task since we esti-
murbed this would be 8 20+ miles and 10 000-foot day and
we would need all the daylight we could get.  Afier a couple
of false turna, we headed up Prudhoe Bay Road, and parked
at the last switchback before the gate. Hiked up the road,
past an old abandoned caban, then up a well wom trul inio
Ram Valley We were a little unsure about where to park
the car - apparently there are sill several places where
inadequate public access 1o the back country stll easts

Fam Vallev iz a real jewel! 0% elaszio Adaska
alpine meadow, easy hiking and wonderful views. The
bluehermias were thick and ripe! We counted over 40 sheep
before we quil trying to keep track of them, Ted brought hus
dog, “Sheba’” and another dog that he was dog-sitting,
“Houding." Houding barely follows orders from his normal
boss and did not pay any attendion at all fo us. Houdim was
oo exeited by all the sheep that be decided (o chase several
over the ndge.  That was the last we saw of old Houd! We
called and called, but the dog was gone. Ted was wieried -
I thought good rddance to the il mannered beast

At the tog of the valley, we left the green alpimne
mesdow and started walking up a stream bed that marked
the transition betwesn meadow and glacinl moraime,  We
chimbed out of the siream bed and traversed along the left
side of the moraine field. It was casy poing - the rocks were
large enough o hop on.  Wie were treated to wonderful
views of Korohusk and Yukla, Pleasant and Baina, As we
approached the top of the moraine field, we encountered fce
under a thin veneer of rock and dirt and the going got a
hintle trickier, but stll not oo bad, Al Bombardment Pass,
we looked down et Peters Creek, 2500 feet below us and up
at Rumble, 5000 fect abvwe Peters Creek. Too bad there
i=n't some way of banking alishede.

Down several more moraing Gelds, then across
anotber alpime meadow brought us 1o the mouth of a
hanging valley. The view from this point is indeseribably

aillh,

beautifil - views of the headwaters of Peters Creck,
incredvou ship.  This i5 where we stopped. To continue, we
winted o fixed line 0 hang onts

Back down the slope.  Of course, the scree was
perfectly epgineered - 11 wis just as miserable o descend as
to come up. Large sections would slide down at once,
kmocking looss larper rocks to cream amyone below, 18 was
perfectly sized to preveni skiing down.  Plus, Sheba's feet
were really stariing o show' signs of abose due to the sharp
rocks. Eheba was now leaving a bloody trail behind her
The scre: slope nightmare finally ended and we stopped for
a break. W shared our break area with two sheep that
obvicasty hadn't seen top many people in those parts. It
was starting io get lote and 1t was becoming apparent (hsd
we would be hiking back m the dark

Back across Peters Creek, up the hanging valkey,
up the mesdew and morame Gelds 1o Bombardment Pass
By now, the sun had set and we really wanted to pet across
the last mormine feld before it got too dark. We made 1t off
the moraine and o the top of Ram Valley just as the first
glars were coming oul.  We were fraveling light, so we had
keft our headlamps at home. We hiked down the valley in
the dark, following faint outlines of the trail. As we
opproached the main frail, we stared foowormy we'd walk
rght by it and end up having 1o bushwhack down to Eagle
River Valley Road, 20 [ pulled out my little AAA flashlight
and used it totny and stay on the trail. - We were really locky
because it wasn't too long befiore we wers back at the cabin
We'd made !

Toventy-20x miles and 11,000 feet later, back at
Ted’s ear at §2:30 am, We were dizappoinied we didn't
make it to the top, but thowght we'd made the nght chowce
of the tap of the seres slape.  Summibing weld have added
af least 2 more hours o the trip and possibly stuck us out
for the might Another pleasant surpeise was that Houdind
was waiting for us at the car! The dop had found it way
back down the valley and spend the day sething on the car
roof. We plopped dovwn imbo the seats, exhausted and ready
io head home, Mol to be

Ted, it tarns out, 15 & firm believer in not doing car
mainienance, “If it's not broke, don’t mess with i, Ted
saye That includes wader in the batlery, When Ted tummed
the ignition key, that car didn’t even elack - it was stons
dead. We tried bump staring it - an sdvantage of a
standard transmussion, nght?  Well, these new cars with
sompilers need some munimal amount of juice before
thev'll come to life. At 100 in the morming, we didn't
ihink knocking on doors leoking for a jump was a very
good idea. 5o Ted drove his powerless car with power
steering and power brakes down the steep, switchhacked
hall in piich dark, Plus, Houding the wonderfiul dog had
ameared mud all over the windshield, so Ted pot to keep his
.i:-ﬂ:lstucknut-:ll'ﬂxuﬁndmv. I walked in front (I was
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really excited about hiking another two sules after the las
265y and told Ted when he needed to turn if he wanted to
keep his well muintained vehicle oul of the ditches.

Ciot a jump-start off 2 nice guy at Eagle River
Valley Boad Turns out the car had a bad aliersatos, so 0t
jusl wasn'l gomg o mm.  An Anchorage Police Oficer
gtopped and called a Tacol for us.  $350 later, we finally made
il hack o Anchorage af 4:30 A M.,

DECEMBER MEETING

The meeting was conducied at the Pioneer School-
howse, The business portion of the mesting was kept shor
g0 that members oould enjoy the healthy spread of holiday
food  The minutes from the Movember mesting were
published i the December Seree and were not read at the
mesting.  There were about five wisitors and total atben-
dance of about 40, The new members of the board wers
inirodieed

TREASURY REPORT

Kirk Towner reports that we hove a totad of $7053.92 1n all
acCounLs,

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Hasts

Mark Miraplia needs siowve and lantern mumbers from
MCA huts, Supplies for hut repairs will be flown in this
winder. Thanks to Lowis for donating a lantern for the huis,

Parks Advizory
Scott Bailey encournged the membership to follow the
snowmachining and make concemns heard

Hilang & Climbing

The winler solstice campout om Finttop will be Samrday, 21
December. Mark, our presadent will bring the marshmal-
lows  Bhould be plenty of moonlight Upeoming trips
mclude a ski np to the Wedge (Steve Gruhna) and the
Hawail hiking top (Curvin),

Hiztary

The commities has completed the ressarch of back issues of
the Scres. One excellent bemefit of this research i3 a list of
peaks with references to articles in the Scree. There ane
plans 1o begnn interviews of older members of the Club.

(reopraphic Naores
Tom Cheoate requestzs that anvone with names of lesser
knowm peaks should see him.

Training

Aze Azegami reponis that the will be 8 second ice climbing
clasz will be on Sunday, 22 December at Candyland; a sign-
up sheet was posied. Forward any requests to Aze and he
will work on accommodabing your redquest

Eguipmens

The newly adopted policy on bescons and EFIREs was read
1o the membershup and &5 presented kater in this Scree.
There are plans to track the equipment useage to belp guide
fuhure spending.

Executive

A handout on the proposed bylaws changes which revise the
way the Club allocates and spends money was distmbuted to
the membershop, A vole on this will be held a1 the Janzary
meeting. There are alzo proposals t combine the Conserva-
tron Commumittes mito the Parks Advisory Commaties,

Libwary

Joe Kuriak displayed the new books that the Club recentiy
purchasl  The books wall be available for check out al the
mouniaineering library at AMH with & current membership
card. Pleass remember to chieck in at the counter before
going up to the library, It 15 amnesty month for cverdue
books; please retum them so others can enjoy.  Anyvons
interested m putting the books on o database, s2e Joe

QLD BUSINESS
Mane

NEW BUSINESS

The dnput for Seree can now be forwarded via interpet o
Willy at mea/Falaska net Willy asked the Club for
thoughts on producing a home page for the inlemet. The
1dea was well recerved and will be discussed further at the
next board meeting

The payment of 5376 + freight was unanimonsly approved
1o cover the cost of & 600 ft. spool of 11mm dry rope for the
ice climbang class.

A reimbursement of 589 %0 was unanimoushy approved to
cover the cost of the turkey dinners.

In response o declming club membershop, Kirk Towner
will head a membership drive.

A
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A semendous, Dbuiouws tufkey deeer was ompored
by all A selection of shdes were thin presealed by several
member

Hepecthully subwsisiod

Cary Hinds, Secretan

JANUARY MEETING

The meeting wos conducted af the Foneer
Schonlhongse  Premdent Mark Miraghia could not be
present, w0 VF Wavne Todd ran the mevting [he mn-
e fromn U Dicombes meviang were fond o Usf muoet-
mng There were four vistors, and total anendance of
shout 40 A bned nundown of chub henelits was grven

TREASURY REPORT

Kirk Towmer reports that we have o wtal of 36904
all accounts A recent expenditure was for e SO0
spool of rope.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Hiwis

Al of needed repairs for esch b was penersted sl
dpnibated A memmhers besding o s bt sre encome-
aged 0 pack @ materialy and mainn the buts

Farks Advisory

1) Sewit presented 2 pubhic review draft for the
Crapdwond bdviarod Trasl

2} Thete wall be no weas off limels to mowmachane
trukl in Diemali park

31 Appiscations sre due for the mls mamionance
grant.

Hiking & Climbing

Detnils were presented on an upcoming trip o the
Sousthwesl.

Hiuidary

The comsmitioe has commpiried U research of hack -
maey of the Scroe. The dats has been compeled fior
climba, presemtatsons, and trip reports.  There are plans
1o hegin inserviews of ohde members of e Club

Crpograghi omes

Tom Chasts ropors Thel peitwy names spprovad will

take longer than anticpeied mace the Siate has 10 ap-

prove the names  The plan o to submitt 8 whole lisl of
namen [or consideration rather than onesby-one. Any-
ome with names of lesser-kpown peaks should see

Tom

Traunirg

Forewd aiy requests 1o s and be will work on s
oomenodating vour requesl. Arvone misTeRed m
isacheng shally shouid also we Aze

Equipavent
The new spool of | Lmm dry rope is in and will be cul
info secbions son,

NEW BUSINESS

The proposed bylew chasge which revises the way the
Chut sliocates and spends money was summmanted then
voied on. Afler the bylaw change, the %7 budget wan
summarad and presented o the membershup for wole
Both the adget bniaw change and the 97 budget
passed wilh gresder than 173 magory of membership
mesmt

Plans for an MCA hamepage on the Internet will be
discunsed ot the next board meeting. Remunder the -
put for Seree can now be forwarded via internet Lo
Willy at meaitalasks net

ANNOUNCEMENTS
[ive Swsebeli reporiod thal e Adsshs Felrosd @ get-

ting bl about the presence of we-clumbers at
Candylsad  All wsers of this area need o walch thesr

sep
[hve Stmchel prve an excribent shedeahos on
chumbuing Everest rom the morth
Cory Hinds, Secretiry




Avalanche !

| lay motionless under the snow, trying not to
fuel trapped, nat to breathe too quickly, Some-
where outside | hear a voice - or (s it just my
imagnation? A footstep compacts the snow near
my knee even tighter: someone is out there,
looking for me!

Sorme ume later, shovel-loads of snow land over
my head, each one thumgeng down on the uny
mir pockie! surreundmng my fsce. They're digpng
tn the wrong place!! How long has it been: 10
minutes, 20 roanutes?

More waiting. A footstep directly overhead.
Suddenly - a poke on the shoulder, excited
voloes! Someons has unceversd my arm; my
airspace has collapsed, but now they know
where to dig. Finally, after nearly 25 minutes of
burial, | am fres!

Why did this nesr-tragedy happen? Why did |
allow mysell to be buned wth my beacon turmed
off?? And why, cbh why, did | pay to heve this
torture mflacted vpon me???

Welcome to day 1 of the 3-day Avalanche Hazard
Evaluaton Workshop run by the Alaska Moun-
tmin Safety Center {the Snow Sense guys). The
purpese 1% to present the basic skills and under-
standing necessary for sale travel in avalanche
torrain. You will leave with o simple and practi-
cal framework for making decisions about ava-
lanche hazard. The focus is not sa much on
rescue lechniques as a process of continual
hasard evaluation and sveidance. Many club
members have completed this workshop or cne
hice it If you havent, and you want to increase
your margm of saicty m winter recreation, read
afi.

Thus workshop was held st Hatcher Pass in the
Talkeetna Mountains, Classroomn sesmons and
overnight accommodations were indoors, with
heal, water, and plenty of room to stretch out a
slesping bag and dry out gear, We were divided
inta groups of about & students per instructor.
Far the rest of the weekend, the groups remained
intact with a different instructor each day. A
eombination of classroom time and fisld sessions
was used 1o reinfores sach day's topic.

The first day offered rescue techniques with .i‘

bearon and probe searches. By late afternoon ot

mmmm#mmmm‘ in
the enow with & vanety of clues on the surface.
The other group would perform the rescue as
quick_zupum'bh. Far the buried Sactims,'
even the lusury of & hollowed-out airspace and
foam pad did not detract from a memorable
experience. Some of us even tried our hand at
acting: the hysterical witness, unconscous
victim, etc. Somehow, everyone survived sc we
all headed indoors for an all-you-can-est pothuck
ﬂm.

The next day's field exertise was snow stabdity
evaluation. We measured slope angles, dug
snow pits, and performed & varety of stress lests
o deterrine the stability of the snowpack.
Agsin, the focus was not 8o much on diggng pits
as continually evalusting & wide variety of clues
to the present snow conditien. We didn't starve
this night either, with an all-you-can-eat dinner
at the Hatcher Pran Lodge.

Our final day was designad to put it all together,
ith experience in route selection and sound
deciston-making. Thanks to the snow conds-
tioms, cur group was able to Jead” Doug Fesler
safely to & ndge with a fine view of the muTound-
ing area. We then packed up, deaned up, and
went home a little better prepared for safe wanter
foni.

if any of this sounds interesting to you, here's
some ideas on what you can do:

1. Pick up a copy of Snow Sense to read
in the MCA library),

2 Call the Alsaka Mountain Safety Center at
M5 3566 or

b Call Aze, the MCA Traming Commuttes
chasr, &t 266-5249 or mgn up at the
meestng for the club'’s next Avalanche
Skalls trairung sesscn. Let lum know
what you 're interested in practicing and
kel make il happen!

Kirk Towner
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