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Ml NU1'ES JtOR MCA SlU'TEMBER GENERAL.'" MEET INC 

. !be September lae.etiti~o't kCA vu· held on:_sepidber~~fSt'":"\1: ~hit"'PlCiiieer .. l chool -:.:"" 
House. thi rd floor·; at .3rd 8nd Baafe ··stree·ts ,- .Ancboraae;;·N~.!~!~~~ ~~~O&'~V&a ·:ea11ed ­
to oTder at 7:43 P·•· by' Rick Severn, President. The ~adtng Of the August general .eet­
ing v a.s approved as publieshed in SCR.EE. ~ TreasUrer Reggie Buchanan ' r eported :, : ... - •..: 

• • v - • •• • • - - ............... ... ____ .. - • • ·-' • 

$ 220.82- Petty Cash 
526.51 - Bank Account 

3,504.16 -
1 

MoneY _Mark0~ 
$4,251. 49 - Totsl ' 

To expe-dite eollectioD. of M:Dlb.ership dues at the IDOnthly .eetings,, J!.eggie haS put 
together packett'" cootaioing, 'dues infonutioo in an envelop-e ilddreS'e~ rti~he-¥MCA.1;rln: 
dividuala interested in joining the club should _uil in .tbeir dues. KeaberehiP ·card.t 
can then be Picked up 8t the folloWing i.eet'iQI~:'"' ... ~ ·~-;, \~ ..... ~ , ~fi9!J;:t·-,_,-~ · 

,__ __.,_._.. - ...... -··- -- .,. ~-.....- --- . .- --- -- • ,r-

WelcOme- tO -new 'iembers and i"Ue:Sti! 
~;.\~Ja.r~;~~~)~~~ 
I . . ._COIIilT1EE REPORTS _ ··-·-··-

:A~ "ik~: 'hZ"na "'Aaost i ""' '411-0089 (!......,_.,.-<=o-M rtJf_. - - ~.u u :J.Jtlf". a•.._.ro;;< • .._,..,, 

Hardin~ ~cefield was. a very suCce,f!!~.}l~k~, ,,•~ .• ~!_t: .;the' •tJo La~~~- . D&y ~ 
hikes; Byers Lake/Cp rry lli~': r~d~ ~·~V!.~~~~~ . .,~; ·McKinley, and Lo1t · . 
. ~~e ha_d ~• ,.~uae..,~-~~~~~·-• ~~.i'f..t~~4'~be•\,.~MP• aev~r" . to th_..e .1.rea fpr 
~he,.JeMer.~~~~;~~-.--~L-. +1:"¥~-~ · ~_1g~ .. !:-·.tl 

B .. ~l,bfi!ZI !ilm:~~rn 
'The ~ibrary ,vill soon be moved to itt nev home at Alaska Mountaineerins and 
Hiking On ' Spenard ltoad . , ,.., ~ ·,. · , • • t· a-



AJ.aslta ttountatneerl:n,a and .H~~t.na oo .;~penar<1 -Moa<l naa eJ.ub equipme-nt zor u.se 
by uiembera upoil PreSerit.i.tiOD' of a current .em.berahip 1cai-d. There aie 'cram-

- r •• • .,..,... ·u t , • 

pons. hel~aets, ice-axes , shovels, and pieps. Use 1& on 8 first co-.e, first 
eerve basts, althouab fi~t preference for thovels and pieps goes to ,thoee 
involved i~ · flDY .. eJ.u~ ·~J'J.P(I.• ~:~..-;,-;, t~~ .t•• • .;,.:; ~;,. .... :t~Y.I>-- -,.- .. ' :. .... ~ ~ ~ 

;.:.~ ~.s .. ... :<!.~. · - ,. :~ ~ J1"',l<lr ""' ..... • 

Ice-Cliabing School - Mandatory .ieetin&' ·for student-s Will ~ Thurdd.ay, Sep-
·4··~ ·· ... ... , " . . . 

t01ber 22nd, at 7:30 p.m., Romig..,..J~t.F!o ... r .~1gb~ Sc~~1 aqlti-purpoae }:0011. 
Pa)"'Dent of $12.50 {$7.SO for entry to the g.lacieT anCJ .. ,$S.OO for class) vill 
be collecte.d then. · · -: · ' .- ·t: · e"'(; • , · 

H., OLD, BUSI11BSS 

' "o.o...-
None 

A. There' will 
election. 

be an 
:..':;. 

J'fi: •• 

equipaent sw8P at the....,Oci:ober Meeting after the general 
~· - ... • :t (. · "i""'~I"Y:.y._m:b~..!;;..'"~~~J.":.#~:-.H~11f~ . ·~ 



'"c :·t<:YArin·o~~c~rii~h t: i~!1 $.rf1· .·. :r tlV.f~-r·~~~Jq ;::l,~.·)bt;a . · ~if,s~ ·.~ijt)!#Ltf:$~~i,;~~~~~~~f~vl· ::1,~·~:t1ill 
ll ~-ft'98 .ba!!: H qutr:rp · nJ. ollm·fJ:!4:.~f1~ . ~f:~.1··~'h5)Jl"'!s~r :'J;srjsf ~w : :l~~~9t·~~·b'! 'U:Oc~ $'rt:::.!o 
e-rg <!L~r!TMcA·me'~tiiigs will :b~ ''held'"'af'~7:-30 'p~m. ~·-'3rd W~dnesday"6f~ thermdntli1lt' 

• 9 x9 rl 8~Central'Junio'r.~H:i:gh -:Schoo'!/ ·foi-:the months of October{~November;•wian~~, 
3 o:t ·_fH•t·~ary·~ :Feb'ruar:Yi''.'Mafch[JA;i>ril;ri,arid Mav ;•r . .nTh~·"'vfate :·for.""the ~·neceiiiber ~;•r..!t 
0;)!19d ·.erl ... ,- .... r.,-.; ..... , ... r .. ,.,.-~., ~-" > ···scR E 
... ·''··:t -~~~tin~ ,.~·1111 be announce~. in ·~_E.~ 

.-~ tu,J\!~ ·.~ .~,9'1-'; · 'J.S "'"'~ •:1i:>l..,~.!J'9~h,;~~y~:Hj,, ~.~1fJ,.,~-~.fl~, 
. "~ -. ·2". rt Rcc'~ctrf~flflY'ii~~4~~vef.:ai 1lioiiilt~iAeeririg :pro~grams~'being~'hela · this"'fall.' 

· · · :. 'To provide for. a· true "backcountry experience" .the list of hikes 'that 
bsb~ed -, 0 afe p!a~iieci · fot their ~classe~ are 'l:i~ted ~beloiJ~·' t'?.schedule·~:Y~urseif.Jic~ 

• '11" • .... _._ ...... _ .... -·~ ·'.·. -.' •• ... ' .•·· --, • d' • ' 1 ' .<{ •• '.". • ........ ·~""_·_· ·"' fl.•_· .... _.......... . ... __ .. ,.. "';;_. '"". _·t_·· r· ~-.; ...... l:·':~~ .. ," . ~~-·~:.··~:cor 10g y •. 4 _t::.;:-~·~, ·'~~~-~ .·l~~'l,f.:· .. ~- ... i?*';~~~-·-_ 
· 6:t 'h~i"l·•d~ 't'r I'!HtYf;) · -sejit::t 2·4··~ ·~~·:-ia.iy Moun tail 

6ct~ro1;··2 ·_Yfli·_-. ~ .. 'Pioneer ··Peak 
Oct. '~8, 9 '· ~.;,; 'The Suicides·:· 
Oct.·~-715, 16 ·~·Mt~ Williwaw') 
Oct: f22, 23 ..: Lynx' Peak -:: !;i 
Oct.' 29,30 -·'Kickstep"and/or T1ncan 
Nov. '5,6 -- Modson .:;-J.'3•f:-C ;;u:w: J.l1 
Nov:•12, 13 - Matanuska Glacier'· Ami. 
Nov~· 19 ··· Explorer Glacier -r'" ->l::ir 
Nov. 24-27 - aohrison Pass Traverse/Anderson Peak 

: _ . ~r.:~ :-~ ~:.c~.r_! ·_) ::·:~ :_, ::~:.:-. · · .n, ·:t~~ur.~~~~?;.~ :;J·rj .~:.~_f:: .. ~~ 
• ·r: 3. ·:Thank you/ Rick Severn,"' for your slide presentation. ~.q.~~9! 

~:...·"'- ...J.:!.Zi ":~'9.9~~~~:.~:- E( <.:.:J. ~:::.:z.-~.~:'~~ .. : •. :.· .. 1 ~~ .. ~:..~J.L~·.Sqms-.3·~~S..:~I. .. :·.·.>;.'1f:{-~--~~- ~-~.Q ·.LJ:~.({~j" 

The me~ting w~s ~ ~d.i ~urn~d. S:t" 8: l f p:m.<ft:l;t:l1F::,(t~r1 "~.~~~ :!· 4~c,.~~l;~:J~;J:i.~w; 
. .J A>Y:t !1:tf~ ·bini . "(L'-1_;) 
Respect:fuily submi.tted, ·.; 
Bernie''Helms ' 1)1irJt.;> ~~(~:)t:ar · 

GATES OF THE. ARCTIC NATIONAL PARK 
July-23 ~-August 4, 1983 

................. ~ ~ ?. : i;·_; ::~-:. :JalJ..-:1..;.._~ ;_z._Juf.";:t: ::.:'.,. .:1 ·. J ::-..u .... .-' 12;;v-.• .if~···---' .. -.~--~·.--l..-"6·~· ~-:.-..~ 1 

nay-'i:'""t'rhere'~~re ~o s~af~s'geftlng--22 peopl~~~ut~hf Anchorage'on Wi~n Ai~ to :Fair;. . .'": 
banks 'whe-re we ln'et o'thers who had driven 'cars:·· i Wien personnel were' also ·very cooper..:· 
adv·e·a-bout letting u·s pick six packs off the~ carts ·in the baggage room in Fairbanks· 
::.. this 'in order that the first six persons' could leave Bettles immedia'tely upon· arri­
vaL ··Ro'n Coste11o· of Brooks Range Aviation' was ready and waiting, ·an'd the first. six 
"gassed up" their mountain stoves 'and fuel cont'a'iners and were at Chimney Lake in 4S '­
minutes; ·(Ron purchased the fuel for bs at ·Bettles Lodge.) Since the Banderednte ·.: ::r: 

plane holds 18 passengers, but only ·6 ·packs,:< others ·arrived at ·intervals through the n 
morning. Group II stayed overnight in Bettles because there are no Sunday flights to 
the· vi11age: ::- The remaining two· loads of Grotip" I w~re · Beavered into ·chimney, 1 and a11 :. 
passenger·s we·re initiate'(! ''into the art ·o:f·wading-·'right away. -; a·roup· II 'claims ·their ·11> 

wate·r was only' six inches 'deep' compared to 'our· two feet;"·_; We camped .on' the highest· .. ~ 
ridge' to the west of tbe 'lake to get the breeze· ->l.t was ·70 degrees··~md hot. • Later~ \.9 
groups. chose the spruce-covered slopes nearer the lake which probably saved some ' . ,.-: 
water-fetching time. We had boiled our water after finding beaver·s 'in Chimney Lake,"G 
but later in the evening. Bill Wakeland found a stream coming 'in·'·on the north side of 
the lake.· ·Bill also chatt'ed with a·group' from the University' of Alaska .in Fairbanks r 

whohad just come from Summit' Lake~ '''·Th-ey wondered ·why we ·were':going up ihill and we·; o 
couldn't answer them; later, most of:~s"'ag"Peed that we'd rathe'r goup'the·Koyukuk . .S1:5 
than the Amawk gorge. Quick rain shower at 4 p.m., but over in a few minutes. 



Page 4, Oc tobez:_~l;98~ 

Day 2: We stayed high on~the east side of Clear River the.next.day,:-P.t::obably.aroun!l 
the 2500 foot level. We later learned that Gene Klymko in Group II had gone fishing 
in Clear River ,and found. it easy walking to the auf.eis on the river •. ,:Their group then 
f~llowed.the. Cl~ar .. Ri...;er ~ fl~t~ . ..: ·.~·~ 'f{iture -hil~e~s .have two 'ro'ute 'choices 'here. We 

. ~ -:. .. --~ # ...... t- .. · .. ' ••..... ,14~~~: ...... , -~-- -~ ... ·- · .• ~ ..... ~~-~:. ··-.·-··" _;.,J ..... - .... "'.1.~~-~- .. ~-" . 
passed, Holmes Creek and Pinnyanaktuk drainages to .the west, .then descended to the Clear 

·• -~ .. , ··-·' ,.,. ,•"' .• ........ - ....... ._ • "·.,·• ~ 1,,-,.,.,.,, .' • .. ,.,.. ~)~--' •-~:•i·'· "~--•.,.~J.J·..f'.,.. -~_.· I!·~ •. ·r~L. 

River flats in about Section 28. :Som,e. .. :.camped,bY:.!:~.~~;t::i'Y-~r!.l.~~he,!S.~PI},~the:bench_.abov~.·i 
It had been 73 degrees so Sue~ Pam, .and Karen braved the icy water for a· swim, but '.;·:; .. 

. scurried out .when our .. dailv .cloud b~rst ooened uo':':" .. this time .around 6 o.m. · .. :}:'' 

vay .:s: ... we ,crossea ~wo cnanne.ls o:t .laear K1ver W1tn no d1:t:t1culty, tnen neaded tor St. 
Patrick's. Valley~. The ~oute 'was ~orth~~st .thr~ugh spruce, the~ 'acrosS ankle-breaking 

~ . , .. ~ . 

mush to a boulder field. We jumped boulders heading due north. Group II elected to 
take a lower route on the river bed. ,We negotiated mor:e.~f~the bouncing terrain until 
a tor~nt sent us all scurrying for rain gear around lu~ch.~ime. But, by the time we 
arrived at the end of the valley, the sun was shining. Two of our group had hiked ahead 
and we could see their tent, a tiny dot beside a hugh boulder beneath Wien Mountain. 
Four decided to continue north and west around the end of the canyon and were rewarded 
with views of waterfalls and wild flowers. The rest of us descended (in Section 33) to 
St. Patricks Creek, then climbed out of the canyon, and camped on the ridge to the north­
east where St. Patrick's fork from the lake meets St. Patrick's fork from the west. 
Most of our group later agreed that this location was the most scenic of the trip. We 
had a visit from the penthouse types that evening and learned that Steve Wakeland had 
climbed Wien MOuntain (6082) and had found a 1973.Sierra Club_note .. , Alas, he was with­
out pencil to record an MCA ascent. The temperature plummeted to 38 degrees, and our 
daily rain shower arrived at 5 p.m., right in the middle of the .cocktail hou~. J...!lt; ~lil.:' 
cleared up quickly and the rest of the evening was Kodak time . 

. · ~ t: ~ ~i l ;ad~~-~ ':f -~ r. 4.. -~- 'j ---~-·:... .. ; 2-· ; __ .. 

Day 4: Hikers wande~d in twos.and threes to St. Patrick's Lake the next morning, then 
converged on Lake No. 2 in the pass. Photographic frenzy prevailed and for good reason; 
the view was superb. We were on a bench overlooking the deep canyon of the river run­
ning out of what I believe is Inyuik Lake (Section 26). • Bill, Steve, and Marsha were 
so smitten they decided to stay and climb the 5580 ridge to the east. David Agosti and 
Chris Cadieux took over the tricky route find{ng at this.point. We descended via the 
dried-up, partially grassed-over creek bed emanating from Lake No. 2.. This route is to 

the east of the lake (not the west). After reaching the first. ,bench below·, we screed. 
down to the creek bed and boulder-hopped to the junction of Inyuik C~ek. We c'rossed · 
Inyuik.and ascended a side hill to the east of what I'll call Main.Creek. We traversed 
this steep· slope. do~~ard t~ a ben~h wh~re Ama~k Creek enters, the main. stream . fr<;>m 'the· 
east. This was an ideal lunch site, and it could accommodate four or five tents as a . . . . . . ·. . . . 

camp site.· Loungers lounged in .the .warm sun, and the sightsee-ers. backtracked upstream 
' • 

0 
' 0 ' ~ ' , • 0 l ·. • ~ 00 • • I - A, , , • , 

on Amawk ,to photograph rock pillars framing t4e_.$tt;eam~ .. ,~ud .'>"''·J:::,:-.:;J:q 8! ?.otori 8 , 1...;.,<. 
)'-. ._·. ;~ ~ .. -~: 1 "'(i~-~fq}i-~ : _; · ___ ,·:·.::~ -~-<":1(;J _ t.:~~~~:_,rf ?.:Jl.J~~.:)£1 tti··. ~-{!;J:.r-r~.';v>:: ~··:---t :-· ~ ;· ·,:~;.c :~ -,"{.:·bi:n ·:~:·~ 

Our departure .was .first across a small tributary, ·then across Amawk-Main, itself; . . 1 this 
was a boot-removal job for most. We continued on the creek bed until we reached ,a dried­
up, unnamed creek coming in from the east (Section 15-16) •. Here we climbed the. bank and 
followed a game trail which paralleled Amawk Creek about 100 yards east. About 1/4 
mile further, the trail became hazy, so ~e rested and viewed the Koyukuk far below while 
our two trail blazers checked out possible routes. They returned with exceedingly good 
news - a game trail seemed to go on forever along the river and down to its outwash 
plain. Not only did the trail do just ~hat, it also wandered through a blueberry patch. 
No need to explain the delay here. We also had a most impressive view of Doonerak from 
here •.. It was to be the last time we saw the moun~ain for several days - its peak is as 

• 



:.''~- .. -... _· ~·· .. ~·-· .. :·>·~~;:~§~~·~.-\~':i~t~:;~~:~ ·• ·:··:~-\'"'' -"·' ~:-t~', 

elusive ··as McKinley' s_. Jr . .~The .,rest _of _the,-_r_qute .:~a~ a breeze ._.through,,tl~e· b:t:'C?ad ~a~~,..~.J¥ro 
flats. !Eventually. we crossed the .. Amawk ,near .J,ts cpnfluei'I;ce ,with Nort~ Jfork ~~y~~~~_.-:;.iJi(· 

·Some boot-:jumped, 'others ·removed .foot gear, 3and eventually ~e .all, ended up at .. a .. spruc;:e. 
' • • > ' • • • .. • ~ ·" >' ' •· .... . ~ '. . ..... , ••. t.l'"' 

gro~e ~around the_ .b~~q.- J (Group III ~ound an _establishe4 camp~ft~·'"~n ~~~~.,:,bi~S~_,an~ .. il~~'f, 
grove along the Amawk) 

·.';.>_~-:·--~:;·\ .. '-:r~:·- ~~~:~i_~;,- . . . ' . .. 

w~ were :abie 'to s~art 'a fin~ .on ·.t:h,e .xocky .beacl1_ t~_at;,;~~sht:~·~~d ... ~~!?~~n<>.wn~~.4E~..~~~~. -h~!:liW7::":"~ 
oree,- we :quietly gathered everyone around :the,:~ire.-~9 ~.~i,ng HC!.PPY ~iE~h~Cl.Y:: to .E~~!~~ ~,'liffi'~~:; : 
AgostL'cYJDavid had caught _three grayling and put.:.:them in a ,pool dug out .•in the sand,· in-

• ' . • ' -' '. • : ~-.'·· ••• • "'· .. '. ~ ..... Jt.. ,:;.. ..::.. ..,t ............. ' ' 

tending to 'eat them for a birthday .banquet. ~!}He :returned _to J:h~ .• PC?Ol, to ,:find th~ ~argei:;t 
fish missing. '"Until :several days later, ;he thought he was th~ .. ;V~C:~~m~o~ ~ ~·Cl.!IIP _jo~~'~'~ 
but when he heard about :bears wandering the area, h~_decided~~!l~_)>~a;~,may),_la~.:p~~n-'E~. 
his birthday··party,'·~also:<Not'everyone can make that claim~ ~-.. Thi~; so. intimid~t~d}ICl.ry':.,· 
Pat Brudie-that she threw back the fish she caughtlater_in the.:~Vf?,f,ling._;~~he·~~d~~~ ... ~$ 
want. uninvited guests·.for breakfast.. . .. . . . . . ' . ·. 'c .• ~ • . ····'···· ,.,._J.c_ c··~-~~.~ ,,. 

::;~J ;~1~{~1::::. :·:~·;.:r~d· 3t{~ ttn~- ... ; b~~:(:F~ 

Day 5: The weather next day was cloudy and the temperature ·about 45 ~ -~ :We followtrd _thE! . 
Koyukuk stream bed for about a mile, then started climbing. There"was disagreement here 
between the "highs" and the "lows", and to my dismay, the highs won out •.. Our :route was 
across soggy tundra and the gullies didn't help. · ·Nor did the frequent willo~ groves .. · 
We lunched on a high rock outcropping over-looking a bend in the river where a helicop.:. ' 
ter-supported geological party were tenting. (We later .learned they had dubbed this , ., 
outcropping "The Knockers".) Things got no better after lunch when we were forced even 
higher to get around another forest. Finally, the Doone~ak peninsuia was .. in sight.':~.We 
worked our way down and along rocks close to the edge of the fast-moving Koyu'kuk.".> Bom:.... 
bardment Creek presented no crossing problems and tents soo~ popp~d up. ali' ~vet:' the·~.:·~. 

• • • • •• ~'... 'rl'. •• .. , •• " ·--. .. • .. •1'4.! ..i. 

peninsula. 

Day 6: · Our party divided into four groups. Bill, Steve, and Marsha crossed t~e Koyu~uk 
about a half mile downstream from camp (it was fast and thigh high), and climbed the · · 
ridge north of camp. David, Jennifer, Chris, and Bob tackled th~ 5500 foot ridge south 
of camp and west of Doonerak on the way to Hanging Glacier Mountain. They successfully 
reached the summit by rock climbing through a couloir, a first for Jennifer.· .Two lazy 
types, who shall be nameless, sacked out in their tents. · A fotirth 'contingent' ·raced in-. 
to camp about 7 p.m. with the statement, "Have we got a story .t·o _tell!" .. That _plo.rnirig . 
Pam, Eiven, Mary Pat, Karen, Doug, Blanche, Guenter, Sue, and Alex had hiked to Ernie 
Creek to view the Gates of the Arctic - Frigid Crags and Boreal. .. On their 'return, Pain 
and Sue were in the rear, probably because they had -taken off their :boots nirie. times tn 
order to cross and recross the Koyukuk and .its . tributaries. ·:About a mile _.from c;:amp, : :_; 
they were silently trudging along watching their feet when they looked up .to_ ~ee _a _;,:!f 
honey...:colored grizzly, who, upon seeing them, ·!'turned and began to':.,run.away.:_~~Abouf: then, 
Pam fUmbled her whistle ·to her mouth and blew hard. ~·· The grizzly __ then _stopped, -_sto9d up, 
and turned around to see what 'the interesting noise was. Pam and Sue did not W?.it .to 
see that he ·did next, and for some reason, cthe .next stream was cros!3ed with boots on. 
That night we all slept ·uneasily, ·but because.it rained steadily, we hoped the_bears \ 
were holed ·up somewhere .staying dry.· ·.(Group 'II joined us about.2:30 ,that afternoon.)· 

._,,~r. ··\··,..\ .&i.:::. --~~ .. ~ ~-"~L:' ·- ... :· ·.:~~··::· t~· -~~- ~:~ .. -j ... i. ":'JL.·; ._: ·.~ c·! ·· - •'c :. -,. <-=-.t.·· ·,··\(' 

Day 7: :.The rain abated next morning and by 8:30 we began crossing Bombardment Creek in 
tennies; by 9:00 everyone was booted and we departed. We decided to follow.the river­
bed route used by Group II, but this occasionally .meant climbing th~ .bank to get around 
the Koyukuk. .We met up with the geological party just .breaking camp, and it turned out 
·to be Gil Mull, who was mapping the area for the .state, and Kare~, ,who ~as c~mpleting a 



master's · th~sis .· ·~ (Som'e · ·o·f -you ·will rec·an ·Oseeing Gil's beautiful .photographs in A.f.a..6k.a. 
Ma.ga.z-i.ne.· ai{d Alct.6k.a. Ge.oglc.a.phic..) ··we gabbed a while ,<then at record pace, headed for 
Amawk :Creek, cutting off 'about 'three ~hours -·from our previous time.-~~ Of .course, we "all • 
had wet .-'feet:r1 ·About. ·70% 'of 'the toute had been along the river, the rest :on .the -banks ~< 
not too far from the river. 

~·- ;.~. •. •';'"'.: i;: __ ·::.~\· .. ,.-.;j:"!~·i '.:~~-
Whi:ld_ ltlnch:ing;~"We.:ryelle.d '-ciitli rGroup III 1who'were "camped across the Amawk in ~ihe .. bir~h ~ · 
and alders. ''-'They'were just'1preparirig·ta-'leave •for the:downstream site -'wha(·you.night 

_ ...... :. t, . . • 1 - 1 • • •• -- • • -+ • . . 
call 'a laid-back schedule~ '~About 2 p~m. ~: we followed _the .Koyukuk ·flats upstream. about 

::a·-'tid.le tinui~ the river ·nowed against the· bank, ·and we had to climb • .- ·From this vantage 
point we could see .. Alinement Valley about three miles ahead. <!We once .more descended to 
the 'river flats-·and meandered through willow and clearings before crossing ;m .unnamed d 
stream'' from the· east (Section 4) .. ;This required a }>it of tricky rock hopping •. -,We · ,·: -i 
stayed high until Alinement Creek, then crossed the two branches of that.creek which .1 

were moving fairly fast and about knee deep. The wind was blowing at -about 20 _miles ... 
per hour and the temperature was 57 degrees. We camped below the bench along the 
Koyukuk but this only partially alleviated the discomfort from the .wind. -,·;: :~·d"·· ~? ~~r;c: 

" '' ' :_ '"... ~i..::~ ... M' ,·;;.·.: .. )·;~.~ ,:· ···.:;t_f:j;_r.f:j~ [.. ~-····;;_:;:, •,'.•• r ;~ L• _-• L '"ft•'t :t \; , .. :~~, ~ ·-:' .. ~·-

Bill immediately'hiked off to investigate the route ahead; he had been worried when two 
men we met along the way asked if he knew what he was in for after Alinement Creek. It 
had been suggested that we stay high, but not too high when heading up the Koyukuk. 
Bill did just that but ran into a canyon coming in from the east about 1-1/2 miles from 
Alinement. He descended into this river canyon, then down to the Koyukuk and discovered 
'that it'was.possible-to walk along the river, sometim~s hugging the cliffs along the 
east side;· .. He was quite elated when he returned to camp and we decided this news war-.' 
ranted our staying two days at this location .. ·! i . . . ,.!! ::; ... ::·; '~"·:;,,; 

.Day 8: The next morning, we all gatheted around Steve's tent before he was up and 
_.,helped him ·over the hill by singing Happy Birthday on his 30th. This so inspired him·· 

that he;- 'Bill, and Marsha climbed to 6800 feet that day and saw 'One 'band of 16 sheep -
with many full-ctirl 'rams. There were people scattered all over :the mountain tops that 
day - the sunny day helped even though the temperature was only 46 degrees. ; ;The wind 
had subsided quite a bit. About 3:00 p.m. Group II appeared on the horizon bearing 
tales. It seems that late on the day we left, a grizzly ·showed up while Penn Rossback 
was cooking one of her many gourmet meals. -She and Marty flew down the Koyukuk to catch 
the hikers heading for Ernie Creek; this group opted to return to avoid starvation in 
the coming.days.· Finally, after many votes and Don Hanson's personal encounter with one 
of the grizzies, 'they decided to move camp. (It seems the final straw came when Don, · · 
chomping on a cracker, tried to blow his whistle, and it got·plugged with crackers.) 
They also decided that these three bears were eithter dumb or awfully smar_t - they were 

·not daunted by humans. ' It was on their retreat. that -Group II encountered Group III en­
route to Bombardment ·and scared them into a change of plans. ·' Group II. then continued·. 
upstream to a good c:·amp site. It wasn't until the post-hike slide show th.at we .heard 
ftum Judy Whitcomb about their Encounter. ·Judy's story has to be the funniest of the 
year. The highlights are as follows: Judy and Peter are fishing near the Knockers. 
Judy goes downstream to pick up her cheese and salami sandwich, carrying with her two 
very dead fish. She looks up to find she is being watched by one big grizzly. She 
screams for Peter, but he is upwind. She starts to walk away, and the bear follows. · 
She tosses the fish and salami. Then, she turns around, stops, and points her finger 
at the bear.· Her words: "Now you just go away, you bear!". And he did! She races to 
find Peter.· They pack up'and decide to return to camp downstream. On the way, they 
again run into the bear:---:The'last Judy sees of· Peter, he is disappearing in the forest 
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! K SEARCH OF TH~ ELUSIVE CIIUGACU 

~~~~?$ 
~~.w- _ ,.._ r~·-.. - -·-~··--··· ----

The Chusacb 1-1 a ranae full of ayatery. Creat peaks -_have been rui!IPt•.d .:£.0 .~Y•t!-~1~ 
oualy appear fr011 the enahroudins: Cblf of Alaska atol'll .clouds once every 'generation or . 
l~ (N-t~~t?. ,P~ r_el~bJ,e ,,wit.neas~ .. t q ,tl!••_e <~~C?~)J:PP.·~i~!,..~~ J\a~v~ .. :,et ~~.een :f8.~l)}l (moat lftft 
~ .. ~r~.! lCO'!fl,,~.!.tOfl! ~ .. t..Cr~g~y-.{ace~ &re?_u~ .~f ... ~C!~;~t 1~Z45!,B:.J~~c~ly ~.O .. W'J!.,&! ... ~U'!_£&1n:'(t 
e~r,V,_ ~ ,~~~n .P.tde,fi .~to .ps~!t.S~~~ .~l!t,iva,!i~~~ _of :~l!tL~4! ,Pl!!a:-~.21! ... M.•!.~~!.., .o;.l!!.~ ~itet ;~:\ r 
,C:.«?,I}ta~d .• ~~.t:t~...-~4!11-lu;!C?t~~Sca!P~'!!,qn!~ ~.t~ .. ut?bl!!!i!.h!g .; r~e~1!~-.!~;?PI . fq r 10';'!~.es.fiS .. f~c;t~ '"<7. 

~~.'!'!!~ ... !.~d ,ca,31't~~~~ a; .. <l_~lt_Q;~ "~d al_~J!P.':!~!o~~ c;f.P~S'l!~t~~~ · . :1...-~1, {.., ~; -HJ~~ '!''li-t' ~ : 
~•wQ-3.-:~ ... ,.,_, • .,,,:, . ow .1~~ ~ !I'W'\0· ;·n-stl.,. '";' U!»'XtJ .a:zt\J'IlO~~ bmi.TAA:lb'lfttr ut.n •I!S'tt· li:m"1't)l&tJO. 

:~~ .. q.ue •. ~. f.~~,_ftru~l} ~4!1ill! ... ~rch ~~ vh!.l! ~ =~\e~ .J~Ut ..:9J· .~.'!.c;!l~r~ae.,vi th a Jqc-\J. pilo~ ~ 
I be~ 1~1pic;,iou.a .~f oqr_.pil,ot, thoy.gh, .lfhen, r!!hortly .,af~er t~ke .. .off. he~irected bi.• 
p~ ,through ·a a,,ri~.l;, . <!_f el9.'!4 b~oks -&1!~-••raed _igto .brillj..ant .. aun:,lit .ekiea_.hoi .• ted. ~" 
.a~ft l?Y. i~-·~~C,J1!!-!.~e4 p~~· wl- be~:;~_ev~.-aQ{! .t'i!P1~.1.o~a "w:l!en ... he.J,an~.ed us .at ·what : 
bt.1~~q~d. tb,e i~;harted..,.uppe.r ~lchi~ ;<il•cier ~below ~ fllldngly beautiful ice ~culp-.t 
:~ii"' J!e -~d •• ,'\!alhalla (<:;Lal.Dain& j,_t .vas 12,l~~~fe.et cl\1&h) -'\Od thea .PrOtDPtly ·"skiod " ' 
•.v!Y. .Jt~~c;.~t .B~.J:inge ... of tft.au.~~i_a;b~~~~!~~e ~r.~vJQ,u&JY..s"~r~.9.. :•~w . .. ~i t~a't~ ·~J:"<~t:1i ' r:u 
'' ... y,J.,.b ,.....,•..,..to<*•».olt~Ol.J·~R<~~-"'"£;...,..r.J»l~1o>l;.+ >hoiOe. ;AA$¥~ 

t.m:t ,~_ . :!~n:lJ.. {~t t,l!e .• el.~Bi~. ire.~q'!(tdr~chBd.s.Ch~gact} ~•.!8ftlite began in earnest the ~•i11 
l?~~.J~~y_.a~.~tt-~;!kk.ct~ t\r...Y'!~f'~ .• ~ ~~ll"..Jea.~t .:V:.c!ae .. 'l~ ath& A,Q.~l ~Mll ,.ou.r. ;pil~t ha~ called 
i~~ba:lJ:.•· mlt:'~6th,~a fl.i:&her;?~~¥at ~. }lope<! .:.to . .al~•PI!~ the ..$).oud- ehocke d ;ethereal :,.,:1 
,t~~pi .. 2l~~l.!~que,a_t.1.$t~e ~ili:~ ~~ t\~..P:'i~t:look u'!as._,lon.a•~.1~~t,n ,e xpec·ted .;&nd ~~ di~fi­
~"!-!.~ .'~.!'!.e~ve~~-!i.r!j ... ( .. ~,~d~.;l ~~t. ;l!td .,to .'t~~o!t~ .r~~f -R~ ~.~ .~~JI!-OU!' .. ~~··· JJ~-:Ji:t 
.;)); '!oit.a e-tM:---"0· nn·t "'l-s:nl~·):9,~~ta""''v ft t~~'i-!-:1; : .rt t r.:i tJ <!t:'l·ctG >:111' , ~.-~.:, .. r,- l' •t" 'J .. - -~ ~ ; r.~ 
..... ')y.::.J!e!e r:ti!e:_le!!l,h th~ '-l!_e._X~ _c!~Y ... J'Ot!Dt,.~;Pe~~.~ ~~.1oualy .~~o., .. t}le 1apex of ,Valhalla. 1 
be"!~~~~1,na;ly .~~d~r.i_~l .'!h~;;.al:.~~~!~Yl:.~z:tna. r•uf1-al~at.~1J?a b1,lls . :about us vere and :. 
v~4!~ .t.t~~~g.e L~!'i~!!.!!.,~i. t.•..a9.!.~~·~!.!.d ..... ~~ ... ac~ ,. s_ou.~4 ~! :-:b~r~ing. ;I" :~t~fJ ····Jtt:.::~-~•:. ;'!--- ·r o2hl\iio.td 1 ·•,~! M-it~iwo'<~""'<r<U ,.oH,.,..,.,.,.,_ • .,.II > , '-"""'""l''~lo:~ 

,.-_.. V.lhal 'a ere at -nad bee.n a·~~e~ d.s..tY.a~~- ~ 11f!..;;4e~£•.n4c;4 ,.t~ .. a,a cellc! J:C? ~nqt~~r. po!9t. 
A scenery:-~•trevn pau of 9700 feet brought only te'ars of disappoiat-.en~ and that nite · 



g71 .we .h.llddle4 D1ise_rably ~P. .(;>_ur_Jlole, }J( t,he grC?!Jn.d.}Irge~tJy~· ~~~~-itl.g · J..n~pi_~.~~t~C?~"F~~~f.;~ .. :t.o:: 
·w:lead _our .quest ;to .. it_s . .:..ult_imat~,,JulfJllmemt. · ·· · 

. . . we moroseLy craw1.ea .out,; :tz.?- .~reet 2~_ne, _._r()_f-,L._qlYl,n,g ~~r.n. ~1.~~-l;.?UI.:~~t:n~~l.~~!'l. ,muc.s~:~:.­

ingly slunk to the darkest corners of our den.· '·But to our wondering delight we found 
·pu rsel ves snowed .·in! 't'l~Eager exc~vilt.ing brough,t~l.l;~.lqui.,c:~ly 1t~ th~ ~.s'"!-;-f_ace •. ,b~~~.z:e we 
)excitedly .-.discovere.d ourse.l ves .~to.;:.b~ .::in ~the Jl!:i..c;ls~)>f.:~llRS~ JI!YS,.t~.;:.~.()~_s,Cjl}lg~~llJ>~,a~.S. .. ~e­

r.:c..Sol)8ht, ·completely ~encased.:in ~a ;-P.l~zzar~ ~o.f .;ragitl.g ;~h_i,_te._/:!'Sl1o~~' .. C!Y.~~ati.C..llf!!g -~~.t .R~tJhe 
temptous sky, was tucked away by the overexuberant wind into every nook 'and cranhy ,of " 
clothes _arid body. l'here''was no visibility~ and notable few degrees. . ' .. ' .... ,. ,. :_."-'[ -.. ' 

l-i:t .. 11o ~oronll! lr,) l~s1.·{ -jvisdlt '•inw ~-:i.,ri'i' .- .ilt.ie4. Jfl.t:Jir.r<~t1 q~:.t:,,d"di$ll1' :e 
Je celebrated :by ,:rapidly diving back. J.ntq_ qur Jlol,e_ -;te4,e_rE!.,:..;o~.c..e ;;lte..'.,d -'C:,~lf.!le.d ~ dJ.vn.t. 

~.mxcEmough for rational :thought, ·we (discusse.d :the .,nature of OUL_unexpecte.d. a.rt:!'~a:!~.~ongst 
-tthe -gloomily reknown Chugach. :: :Pla_te _tectonics, or .continenta~ drif.t, .w~ -'~~~f:.d~~' 11ad 
-to be the answer. i ;It was no wonder these great peaks could :remain._JJndisc;<?,v~re.d.~~~I.':;SO 
long if they we~ in constant motion and in eve~hanging _locales . 

. , 2.2;ul'br three days we basked in ·the spectacular _viewless._white of -the great -Chugach. 
But a fourth day arrived and we awoke. to find .that _,the mist-masked Chugacl1 summits had 
drifted on, leaving us with the mundane local hills. We hiked up the dragon's back to 
the 10,620 foot top of Fafnir's upthrust bulk and then to 11,000 feet on an i~pe~sonal 
hill known as .Gilbert Lewis but saw not -a trace of the spectra!' Chugach •. ,!;\h:.:T· 
· • ... ~~-f~r ... ;:):_; _;;:·r ~.~~ ?.::::.t~·l.~ .. ··:~:z ~~--~-,_~_._.I ·r·:.tr: ·> ,.;. .·:~ ,.(~t·.--:.: :-·t·~~.:..-~! _-;:_:.. ;,L.!:.b~·.i:t __ ;.d· Jr~.:·:~; .. ~-;-' . 
. :: ;·'"' In: the ~arkness,- however, the devious. Chugach drifted back as if to s~y -farewell. 
We descended, then, t~.e Chugach, .. catchi~g a rare, fle~ting .giimp~e ·:of'th~i~ ~ih;d<?~ ,'feet 
but awoke th.e ,next .. day to :.find ou ~elves .. below the familiar Valha:ll.a, ~gail':~ 

_ Our nefarious pilot, his pleasure ~or skiing temporarily satiat~d, ne~er ~id come 
back. ;.-The journey .back to the less ethe~al world crossed forty miles in ,fqur days • 

. . , .. :.From a final_vantage point near Eureka Roadhouse we gazed _longingly to the south, 
hoping for one final panorama of our mysterious Chugach ..• but saw only the s~n7swamped 
topographic chaos of the local hills. . · 

THE MINT HUT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

if:_.;;:~I .admit, --·it was a tough trip in. ·.The weather was drizzley wet and cold, and for 
some reason it was windy, too. Our personal gear weighed upwards of 90 lbs a person. 
Nevertheless, we managed to drag our packs the 30 feet from the chopper to the hut. 
After the chopper lifted off, the wind died, but there was some' doubt' as to the ability 
of the pilot to maneuver through the fog to bring our two sling loads of building sup­
plies in. Shortly he did return, and shortly did he leave. Leaving us with 2,200 lbs 
of ;lumber,-.. nails, . roofing, :paint, 'and other .art~c;Les _too numerous .to :mention~·~ 

:=_,T_., b~1~' h·.cr:~\·1~ 4 ? t)~;· o-.~ Pr"fn·; fi1c·:·-r-;:r··~·:, n~.r;7,~-; .. h7'f;tt.r~/~ ·:, .. ~r_ar~ h:rufl:i':f?.,~!r:!·f.] cj-R• .. .-f1~:~~:r<~.:~r:·~·i.J>:T(·_ 
:.:-. ;•;-,We o"had ,made it .... :We _broke open a box of:~he grape to celel?rate. :.The .. Mint_Hut Con­

_.struction Company has arrived .. What a relief. After two-very panicky days, a couple 
of _misorders, arranging .for a helicopter, and one very badly overloaded van trip. we are 
here. Now to work and play. 

:p.i:F.'l This day is Tuesday. ..We did do. some work on this day; !1 ,little. i!lsulating and pan­
eling~· ~ut, ab()Ut c::l~rk_We got tired of that, and pro~eeded t~.,celebrate SOme ~o~e. 



.-". 

'<' ;_'-Morning broke late 'with snow· at ~the· hut. ;) I kept wandering around the 'hut mumbling 
to myself, "but this is the middle of August" .:::J Nothing to do' but work. ·.While I measured 
and nail.ed, Brennan plugged the hand-operated Skill saw into his right arm and cut panel-

'irig.' i!ITwo Walls.'dorie 'and we·' re. 'not ·making loads ·of progress • 0_~1;,.?;0:~:0. :J '( . :i'-.1-X~},:r-, ?h' · .. 
- brt~{J:_ · :·f~'-': :J r4i.J .! -~~~b :: ·-3~· .1: ·~~ ~ ti.ow_ '::i._ L.!~? .·. o·::t. JtJ:ct .. ·~, .. n :~b "r rJl.) :rr, ~·; .'J~.,.~., <:.~J- 'J;l_9#~~ ~ ::~~ ... ~ .. i · c~·; ~:~~f:~--:.t? .:.;~~-J~;~ n r 
. ::~~>Thursday ·"came 'with a'lit'tl..e 'nicer weather 'which led Brenn~n "1arid me to ,;take a day 
~;'.r(:)f{ and try 'for 'Spearniint -.::. ·which we didn't' -do 'because of -possible ·avalanches·~ which 

~-''mc:Ide --me mumbte ··s'ememore·;'~)'but 'th.is ''is 'Au'gust! ".-~';~Back to 'the hut ·for more :C!orisb·ucdon 
wor'k:n • ' - - • . . . . . 

Friday saw us climb Peppermint Peak. There was about 3 feet of snow on _the glacier 
imd. a single foot on the rocks: ··Just a whole load of fun. ·Honest! During the descent 

J,we discovered that the hut rope (sub-standard length) was insufficient to complete·some 
of the rappels. ·Back to the hut in zero visability and more construction. '·About mid­
'night the wood butcher extraordinair, 'John Tuckey ·\.Tandered in.· ~This time, he' bad re-
membered to bring a headlamp.··· :::r:~l~l'./J·n: :-',~~: r· •• ·:' ::.rrr.:.\;"l\'}.J n~ · -~.,b 1: ~1fr(Jr 

· Saturday dawned clear, cold, ··and to put it simply - gorgeous weather! _. I guess we 
work on _good days and cli~b on bad days. ,: ~But watch the hammers fly today. <~,Take no 

- !" t"' .. • • 

·prisoners! 

Tuckey tooK over the bu1Ld1ng ot the stormporch. He quickly discovered that the 
original building is neither plumb, square, nor level. But, press on he did, and a fine 
job to boot. By this time Brennan's sawing arm was positively bulging with new muscles. 
I attacked the interior walls ·with more insulation and paneling. Even put Some new ' 
floor (plywood) down with a layer of anti-parky squirrel wire mesh underneath it. ''·. 

:·i·~·-· ~ ··AbOut '2 o'clock Jim Laschae Stumbled in, and as the ·new bOy; he got ·the jobs no one 
else wanted. As.Lieutenant Laschae discovered, rank .didn't have its privileges. 

Sunday morning saw the installation of the stormporch roof~ng, windows, a door, and 
more interior paneling. The construction tended to be done in a less than enthusiastic 
manner as we were all suffering from hangovers. :,- ·. · '"' .. ,.: ., ; 

And so it was with some regrets that that afternoon we packed up and left. Most of 
the basic construction was done. Still 'to be done are some painting, shelves, insula­
ting and paneling, caulking, anti-squirrel siding, and the stormporch bunk. Any ques­
tions about the project can by answered by calling 688-9958. Ask for me, Dave Staeheli. 
But don't thank me, nor Norm Brennan, ··.John Tuckey, or Jim Laschea. It was our pleasure. 

LOST LAK1 

Although the weather dawned dubious, and some' did not show up, .sixteen people set 
out for Primrose campground near Seward. When shuttling cars to the Seward end we 
picked up Curvin Metzler, giving 17 that headed up the trail amongst a sprinkling of 
rain and blueberries. The rain pretty much ceased by tree line but then the wind took 
over. Fresh bear signs were evident. The old mining cabin below tree line now sports 
a sign saying it belongs to the US government. 

As usual, the group got~ split up due to diverse hiking speeds and wound up camping 
at two different plates eve~- though maps had been disseminated to prevent this. Many 
new people were awed by the beauty of the place. ·We found that the marmot population 



·- --·~·· 
·.-..1.~ John Nevin 
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Eileen Cavanaugh and Bernie Helms 
b..rtt"'i· ·--- ··- l -- ~· _J 

- .!:>~"'Apparently the threat 'o'f -·rain· ke.pt"'o·ver··hal{ !(>'r-'the _23 folks' that -'signed up. for'lthe 
Bold ... Peak trip from showing up~ ..... ;A11' ten' people' that' showed up. made' the 'suinmit. ' Mos·t·• . · 
of 'the. folks" rode bicycles back to .·the,· 'East' Fork trailhead. on Friday· evening. 'We camped 
along the' Eas't Fork River Friday "night. and ascended the 'peak via 'the' ~buth guily ·,_.;,~' ' 
(Stiver's Gully) on "Saturday:·: HO iHk .. HH-.nu:; {)~iJ, nc. !;.;~J&>.::_i,-l-::P:.';.,'tl.; . .:: :'it'd. (.$.~l7:)~ ~'~l.'l ~i<) gt:'V 

. . .•. . ..•. '. •."->I,LP.)_ ~1{!~;.,;:.1~~~~: "?e!!~(.lff?n~ ~ll:!-~~.:UrL~!}~i.,r,.,·::::,~ ..•. ~~:,.~q~ ... ::. 
The weather was very pleasant and would have been exceptional if it were not for 

":the perennial Cloud on the summit. Most' folks stayed at cainp'on Saturday night--and had 
1 'a' leisurely bike ride back to the ·parking 'lot on Sunday. •:: ''· :-·•·"': l!'"J<,;r, .. · · · <;i;.: ·.: 

~ .. _:Jq':;i_ ...... d :- -.,l ·-~ .-.!...,·):-.. ~~ r· . ._. ~t.t>~ .-~~ ~-;~~~ -l~J~ ·.: .. ,J/J 11' ~~- .. - ·-4 ... , : .. .<~· •. ; ___ ... • .. ~~ 
• • • • - • ,. •• ~ :..; • • • • • • - <(" 

The folks participating on this climb included Merilyn Swanson,·Ron VanBergryk, 
Jim Laschae, George Rooney, John Kerr, Gretchen Bishop, John Lohff, Tim Neale, Evelyn 

•'Jerrey,"andSandi.MacDonald.·· ;•:· 1 ~-.·w:'"'" ·:j,' ·:T ·,.' •. •.~ "' _.,.~. · •• .•. · 

Tim Neale 

EAST TWIN PEAK TRAIL CLEARING 
. •\•," ~ ;_, .. ' .··-- . 

. An MCA group cleared the upper sectian·o~ the East Twin Peaks Traii. The trail· 
was cleared back to the width of the original roadbed. · It is hoped that this and other 
existing trails in Chugach State Park can be kept free of overgrowth so they are pas~ 
sable on skis or while carrying a pack. 

Volunteers will continue to play a big part in maintaining trails in the park. 
We would like to thank all the folks that have volunteered their time this summer to 
work on the trail clearing crews. 

'_.: ... - ~-t:.)l G 1 ' •• .., ~ • ' 
~ ' "" 

--··t5f-.1~"tb f.: .t.\.~-::--i-. __ ; 

The. people helping out on 'the East Twin Peak Trail were Mark· Skok, Sandi MacDonald, 
Mardie Prentke, Tim Neale, Sam Dunnagan', and Michael Rees. 

Tim Neale 

'.•,.;. 
• ~!:}l:~l·BOOK REVIEW 

' ' 

. • • ~ ; '• . ,·' J• t '". • ' · • r · , • ; f' ,•· • " . I ' 

A.e.i6ka.' .6 PaJt.ki.and6 -. The. Complete. elUde. by Nancy 'Lange Simmerman.·' Paperback, 
336 pp., 6" X .9". Photos, 'maps. '34" x'48" full-color topographic'map'." ,'The :'';:,? c·· 

Mountaineers,· 'seattle. · ·July''l983 ~ '"'' $13.95 
· : - . ____ •. ·j··· J .• :·i > .:-· ··.-. .:..~-~- lL~::~~-~~-:- .. ~ b.:::~ "-~·,)ii_i:.. 

This :is"a' uni.que.·and invah.iabh~'gt.dde 'to'public recreational lands in Alaska, both 
for Alaskans and for prospective visitors. The completeness of the book is astounding, 
and it will probably be the authoritative guide for years to come, both ~or its wealth 
of ac:~_rate -;information, helpfully arranged, an~ ,:or it~ exce11ent i~lustration. 

Na'ncy Simm~rman is' familiar t~ mariy Alaskans and visitors through. her co-authorship 
of 55 Way.6 to the. Wlide.llne6.6 bt Sou.thc.e.ntltai. Ai..o..6ka., now in its second edition and fifth 
printing, and her many illustrations of Alaska scenes in other publications, especially 



At'.Mka. Ma.ga.z.ine. and At'.Mk.a. Ge.ogJta.ph..i.c.:'· -she :i.s .'a ~long-time -Alaska :resident,.;who has .trav­
eled from one end of. the state to the other ;as 'a ·professional ,photographer. · She ~is also 
a real lover of the wilderness, with concern :both for its enjoyment,.and for its r:;\:l1~"'!iJ:4: 

' '•' " • \- •·•• ~ ~o •• : • ' '.• 

preservation • 

. To help gu1.ae t:ne ·reaaer t:nrougn t:ne ·.'-CompJ.exl.t:l.es ot land ownershi.p and ;government 
agency responsibility ;·{:the ·;author- has _made •contact with every ~ederal and. state agen<;:y .. ~:.· 
having responsibility ·for Alaska -recreational ~lands· and waters.·. ·That these ~contacts 7Ji·(' 
have been friendly and fruitful is shown by ~the 'number of~agency photos .which supple~'JS'C 
ment the ?uthor' s own in the book. Appendices include· the mailing address and .telephoi;l·~ 
number of every agency - it is most useful to have these together .in 'one place. y;,\?i~~-.·~:~ .. 

J.llt:: Lt::JI.L UJ. LUt:: J..LJ:'::H .. part. rOJ, :!LUI:! DOOK 'J.UC.LUOI:!~ St:!CLJ.OUS .·.on geLLJ.ng arouna ·\,B.l.l.fii'!'!..·' 

the m~thods of transportation),,:ispecial ,hints 'for the visitorf.from Outside, :cameras,<([ 
gold panning, firearms, ··artifacts'Tand relics, :<ice-:bergs and glaciers, mosquitoes,··camp:.. 
ing, backpacking and hiking, .boating, .beating· the Jcold and snow, villages ·and the Bush, 
wild foods, the land ""' its forms and weather. 

The larger section of the book is taken up by: descriptions :.of every Alaskan park-:-:.1'' 
land, including wild rivers, alphabetically listed, with at least one black-and-white ~ • photograph for each. Each description is prefaced by information on location, size, 
high and low points, best time of year to visit'""' on foot, by_ski, or by boat, pertinent 
USGS map, date established, and managing agency. There are many other helpful features, 
for instance, all measurements are given in both US customary and in metric. Suffice 
it to say that almost every bit of.informaiton-the visitor might want is included, or 
one is told where to go for it. . > _ ·,; , . 

•' .. ': 
~ ;nR .. ..;: 
,;This reviewer is impressed by the author's dedication to the wilderness ethic, and 

ner ~oncern that Parkland visitors travel safely as well as happily. Sections on bears 
avalanches, hypothermia and frostbite, giardiasis, and red tide draw on authoritative 
source's .. ' The reader is reminded of the need for courtesy toward _privately owned land,. 
and respect for the request by a few Alaska Native villages that they not be visited · 
by non-residents. · 

Highly recommended! 

Liz Robinson 

**UPCOMING CLIMBS** 

/ 

October 29: Pre-Halloween climb. One day '(Saturday) activity. · Meet at UAA park-
ing lot at 7 a.m. Usual equipment for this time of year plus ice axe, crampons, swami 
belt, and headlamp or flashlight. Exact location will be determined just before Satur­
day depending on weather, snow conditions, etc. Possibilities are Crow Pass area, 
Blueberry Ridge or Little Denali. Elevation gain will be, hopefully, 4,000- 5,000 ft., 
moderately strenuous •. Contact Tim Neale, 274-4952. 

November 5: One day winter snow climbing techniques class. Good for beginners 
or just review. Warm clothes, lunch, thermos with something hot, ice axe, crampons, 
swami belt, and headlamp. Bring picket or snow fluke if you have one. Class will be 
held in local Chugach Mountains. Meet at 7 a.m. at UAA. For more information call Tim 
Neale, 274-4952. 

-~ 


