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The meeting will be held Wednesday, December 19th, at 8 p.m. in the multi-purpose 
room of Central Junior High School, 15th and C Street, Anchorage, Alaska. Our 
normaTmeet1ncfroom in the Pioneer Schoolhouse is unavailable in December. In 
the spirit of .. the season, the MCA Board has decided to award several valuable 
prizes at the December meeting. All MCA members who have currently paid their 
dues and· are present in the meetin9 room at 8 p.m. are eligible for the prizes 
which wi 11 be awarded on a 1 ottery basis. Come join the fun on the 19th and 
you may come away with more than cookies and punch! 

At the meeting Dr. Andy Embick will present a slide show of his and Jim Bridwell's 
recent first ascent of the Northwest Face of Katchatna Spire. This alpine face 
has had numerous attempts over the years and its ascent marks one of the most 
difficult routes completed in North America. Andy is also presenting this slide 
sho~ at the annual meeting of the American Alpine Club at Mt. Hood, Oregon, which 
is an indication of the quality of the climb and the presentation. Andy now lives 
in Valdez and says that any water-fall climbers visiting the area are welcome to 
crash at his home. He reported that·as of about December 1st -several of the falls 
had marginal conditions and that Carl Tobin (Fairbanks) had been climbing near 
Keystone Greensteps over Thanksgiving \'Jeekend. Hopefully, our local water falls 
will soon be climbable. 

MINUTES OF NOVEf"1BER GENERAL HEETING, MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA 
Wednesday, November 21, Pioneer Schoolhouse, Anchora~e, Alaska. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:10 p.m. by President Tim Neale. Tim Neal 
read the minutes of the last meeting. Paula Quering gave the Treasurer's report 
as follows: Checking $1128.00, Savings $535.00; Petty Cash $65.00~ for a total 
of $1,728.00. At the Board of Directors meeting on 11-6-79 several committees 
were established: 

1. Proarams- Mike Richardson in charge 
2. Hiking - Dona Agosti 
3. Climbing- Tim Neale 
4. Trails Corrmittee - Barb Adams and John Lohff 
5. Library Committee - Tom ~1eacham 
6. Huts - John Dillman 

Tim Neale reported that about 80% of the volume:; in the ~'iCA Library, \'Jhich is 
located at Tom Meacham's residen;~~, b2.·~;-:q ·t,;o \i.;,:-,o~ma<:'s Library, currently on 
loan from VonHoeman's heirs. T~is ~:atlu6es t~~ ~J~~ibility of donating the 
1 ibrar·· t.o a third party. 

Thr 
21 

n~uipment has been moved to Alaska Mountaineering and Hiking at 
~· ;-':1. Paul Denkewalter is in charge of the equipment. At present 
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(continued) 
the Club owns 5 Ice axes, 16- helmets, 12 crampons, and 6 peeps which are available 
to club members on a loan basis In accordance with the rules published In the 
November SCREE. • 

John D111man reported that at the De<:entH!r meeting Andy Emblck may present a s11de 
show on his recent first ascent of the Northwest f ace of Kltchatna Spire. Also, 
T1~- Neale requilsted that ~rt1c1pants who have sl i des from the last three climbs 
please contact him so tl\~t a mlnl-s11de. _show can be asStl!'P_led: · 

The business meeting was adjourned at 8 i42 ·p•m. 

-- ....... , .... , .. .. , ... -- -. "(" ..._1 ~ -"" ~ J;. - ...... 

~CUES Tl~1E AGA!II! 

All CUrrent HCA meMbers should have thelr . t980 dues paid as .of the December 
meeting. if:hoSe members who. have not paid· their dues as of JaiiUary will no longer 
receive SCREE. Dues have remained unchanged for several years- and are $10.00 for 
a fam11y, $7.50 for an Individual, and :$5. 00 for juniors and those members who 
11ve more than 50 miles from Anchorage . If you cannot be present at the December 
meting send your dues to Paula Querlng ; 524 'E. 11th Avenue 118, Anobora-ge, Alaska 
99501. . . '-

.. - - ... t!!),;-j - - ..- - ... -

NO PQ)'LUCK IN OEGE.IBER 

Due to the lac.k of vo) untee_rs, ""wl'\1 ~ .. unable ·to hold a Potluck· dinner this 
ronth. Hope_fully, tjlrts ev011t will be- re.si:hedu,led In the. neJr .future. b!Jt to do so 
we w11 1 need your ~elp! If you· have suggest-Ions, or wish to ~lunteer., contact 
Meg Leonard at 337"7701. 

CLIMBING & TOURING SCHEDULs 

C11mb1ng and ski-touring outings fO~'-riext month will be announced' at the General 
t1eet1ng 011. _WJl~n(!,Sday, ~cetnb,e.r 1~ • 1J :{Ru .~re unable to attend the meeting.. 
call Tl11 Kea t_e ! t 274-49~2 for t~!~ 'l~~lis~ t~IP. '1 nf'of11!ilt1ori: ; 

WINTER SOl'STiCE' ON flATTOP - 1979 

Perhaps the most honored tradition of tne ~u~t~~~~erjng ,Cl~b of_Al~~ ha~ been 
the semi-annual ascent of Flattop Hounta1ll eacH 'SU~m~q ~d ~.(lte"r'lt' tl[e Soht!ce. 
Hi ke Richardson, MCA Vice-President, has proudly vol\IJtteli~- 1~ CQilt1nuil this 
long-standing tradition and -ll1JJ >lc!',All \!le. I(_1Jl,\ e.r ~~~u'lt _on', l~tlOP on Saturday , 
:lecenober 22nd. Plans Include spendfh'g -~ 'lll~t :011.- the. JIIOI!I!U,!.~ _(-perhaps In a 
: now cave) and 011joylng a roarln~ f ir. •,W,::~od ·teft O.'!~r.;y;gr tho st*-r ~1st1ce 
as well as wood hauled up by current ~•!1:1cl ponts. ~:ih h'::old Hke to encourage 
-.bers to .ta~~,ptrt In Jhl~. uni ~4l'; ey~"t• ~~·~, • . be ~~Jit1ou~ that t~ls 1s not 
an apprn')I',Ja'te'·~.t1ng for· fjljl\1l·1es ·and pats. lt",Ybu do not f al'l i nto t110 latter 
two ca•·.-·--1•~ ' a. --.i;~. poe~Hd for severe winte,r conditions.- ~al l M1'ke· at 
274-~'- .. ,, fur Mr deta1h. · · - · · " 
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Nineteen mountain tourinr types visited the ~1int Glacier Hut during the post­
Thanksqivin~ we~kend. The 7-8 mile trio in was on excellent snow and the hut 
was reached by two skiers in 5.5 hours, then nine others arriving within 6-8 
hours. The hut was in qood condition but buriad to the eaves. As noted in the 
hut book, it had last been used by two climbers from California and a Swiss 
~·uide from Luldoon. Poor wax on the part of two skiers and being over-equipped 
on the part of t\'10 others resulted in their spending Friday niqht in the valley 
below the hut. Saturday eventually turned into a glorious day and telemark tracks 
were soon appearing on ~very slope of the Mint Glacier, along with thousands of 
bomb craters. That afternoon, one couple left and evcntual1y eight others found 
their way to the hut, one-carryin9 a gallon of wine, wh-ich was hastily consumed. 
Seventeen trying to cook dinner on the bm-burnar proved moderately successful 
considering the hut didn't explode or burn down. 

The ski out on Sunday took anywhere from 2 hours to 2 days. Most mad~ it within 
4-6 hours, including those who broke skiis and bindings. It is a real shock 
arriving at the Roadhouse to the roar of snowmachines after several relaxing days 
in the wilderness, although the cold beer and Gene's qreat french fries are always 
incentive to push hard the last mile or so. · · 

A few notes about the t-1int Glacier ski tour: ~le left the Roadhouse at 7:15a.m., 
had excellent skiing conditions and most reached th2 hut easily by early afternoon 
With shorter days you should leave by headlight, unless youre travelin~ li0ht and 
fast. If you haven't been to the hut before, good luck. Better get some good 
directions. The ski in is moderate but there is an 800 foot elevation gain at the 
end to reach the hut, which is not visible until you are almost at the front door. 
This potentially dangerous slope takes from 1 hour to being nearly impossible 
depending upon conditions. t·1any have spent the ni9ht in the rocks below the hut. 
The ski out usually can be done in 3-5 ho~rs under average conditions if you push. 

SOME BASIC HUT RULES: 
1. There is a two-burner stove and a Coleman lantern at the hut. Take your own 

fuel and please fill the tanks before leaving. 
2. The large pot is for melting snow not for cooking. 
3. Remember_the "riqht hand rule 11 and don't defecate on the doorstep. 
4. Haul out your garbage. 

John Dillman 

VIN HOEi'iAN LIBRARY NOTES - Tom Meacham 

_The lib_~ary has acquired the following new items since the last report: 

The Red Snows .(Hunt & Brasher~ 1960) - gift of Steve Hackett 
\CF!oOThouse 1n the Clouds (Hillary) - t-1CA purchase 
· . ..,-ivalaya (Baume....,-g79) -· The Mountaine:rs revie\•' :::o~ . . . 
:,t, Logan First Ascent (June 1926 Nt.t•~·-1 C: .. '-':"""~::-,c) g1ft of Rod \thlson 

MISSING PERSONS: Any MC/\ mernb:.::r or fr1t!r1 who knm<Js either of the following 
persons ~r their whereabouts, please contact Tom i1eacham (277-2129) 

J. Brottem (last address, J~neau, Ak) 
Dick Prasil (last address, Seattle, Wa) 

~le n::..;i .:~ r~acn them regard in~ overdue MCA 1 ibrary books. 
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HISTORICAL NOTE:· John ·Dillman says that one of the key figures in the classic 
mountaineering book reviewed by Liz Robinson last month, (The Last Blue Mountain : 
by Ralph Barker) was an MCA member in the early 1960's. Scott Hamilton appar.ently 
lived in Anchorage for a few years, after the tragic 1957 Haramosh expedition, 
and organized the t·CA ~1t. ~!tarathon running team for the annual Sev!ard race. The 
Mountaineers' reprint reviewed by Liz gave th.is up-date on Scott: 

Scott Hamilton is an urban planner and ecologist working for the 
U.S. Navy in Ha\1-Jaii. He is also an active conservationist and 
a keen marathon runner. 

Thus the "t·1CA Connection" furnishes an additional reason to read this epic 
mounta i neet·i ng ta 1 e. 

MCA's VinHoeman Library is located at 1410 "H" Street, Anchoraqe, Alaska. 
Telephone 277-2129 (in advance if possible} All MCA ~-1embers welcome to browse 
and check out books. 

Editor's note: The follm~Jing is information prepared by the ~1ountaineers on a 
book recently added to the r~CA Library: 

EXPLORING THE YUKON RIVER, by Archie Satterfield. 132 pages, 6x8i paperbound, 
t~laps, photos. The ~1ountaineers, 719-R Pike St. Seattle, ~Jashington 98101 
July 1979 $6.95 · 

Is there a canoeist anywhere worth his thwarts who hasn't dreamed of paddling 
down the might, historic Yukon River? The drea~ can easily be a pleasant reality 
for those \1!ho. pick up a copy of a new book, Exploring the Yukon River, by river-
runner, Archie Satterfield. ---- ------ . 

Just published by the Mountaineers, Seattl~, the book is an illustrated, fully 
mapped guide to the first 500 miles of the Yukon, from its headwaters in the 
mountain lakes of British Columbia to Dawson City, Yukon Territor.v--tho area 
through which Jack London and hundreds of assorted gold-seekers fought their 
way north to the Klondike. 

Satterfield's text provides an almost stroke-by-stroke description of the river, 
accompanied by excellent strip maps, photos of 11 then 11 and 11 nOW 11 and a fine ser~c;::: 
of the unique history of the area. A special feature is the addition of details 
on side trips and hikes to sites of ghost towns~ old miles, and other scenic steps 
for a break from the boating. f·laps of townsites are included for the majcr stops 
where the traveler would be looking for food, laundromats, etc. A strong point of 
the book is its solid information on how to organize, (;quip. and pn:JJare for a 
river trip of this length. Interesting.to:read, the book is also invalua.ble to 
use. 


