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SKI SCHZEDULE COnt g

Feb.’ 11-12-13, ba.t-Mon., BALD MOUNTAIN LIDGE west through Ca.pltol blte Gain
~ 3500' in 6 miles: to ridge crest via Goverment Gr, (10 miles NW of Palmer);
lose 4000' in about 30 miles west along ceest (mth a tremendous view!) as
it gradually lowers and broadens into Deception Cr. drainage, and down ‘
.. Deception Cr, through the Capitol Site, Good. chance to see our future

e capitol while its still wilderness, .
L 2 2 2 22 2 2 B x4

Feb, 18-19-20, Sat-lon,, HOPE ooom{ LANDING via Rosurrection Trail, Gain/lose
2000' in about 37% miles, Bill Stivers 277-2859. Half the group starts at one
end, the other half the other end, eliminating the car shuttle & giving -
both parties a packel (snowmob:.le?”) trail -when- they meet _Cabins reserved.

v : VR . i ;
Sew ;s“; . % -

P.S. If,' you have a good place you would llke to go to or. explore nth, a group ”v‘
on skis, try calling, 277-8#84 (ski trip coordina.tor) and volunteer to Tead 8 ="

ski tour there., . ... .
» <, . Charles A. Kibler

i ***************xxxxxxxxxx:xxx*xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx»uxxxxxx!xxx*******

THE BIG HIKING TRIP OF THa YEAd IS FOR THE. Hl(ANGhLL MOUNTAINS

FRUDVRMI SO SRR

THe trip will be from July 21-30 We will start by d.r:wmg to Northway and ;
from there,fly to Horsfeld. Ve will'hike from:there’ts Chisam“~ which is
about 25 miles- over varled ter:raz.n. Hikers can’ choose between several groups.
One group will cross' 4 glacler and then a h:.bher pass‘ ‘ a.nother gz:oup a less
strenuous’ way through a lower pass., @ * - :

We will be:able to inspect abandoned m:m:mg ca.mps "{n addition to v1ew1ng the
wilderness, -Approximate; cost of the round trip fly-in w:.ll .be. about fp75 00,

See DONA. AGObTI for deta.lls or reservatlons - 2?9-2901 ik S

%ﬂ%
:;,.k

) Wedn%day, December 21 1977. Pianeer Dchool House.‘Anchorage e
he : MR g
The meetlng was. ca.lled to order at '3:10 Ph by Presidcnt DENKSNAITE& Busmess
Meeting: prev:.ous meetmg 's minutes were approved, Troasurer's ‘Report: Checklnp'a
$854.50, Savings: $443.53, Cash-On-Hand: G4%,50. Past month's income: $130.00; ex-
penses: . $50.40, net innome: $79,60.*The President reminded ‘members and now-
comers that dues.for 19738 are :now 'pa.yable, a.t the meeting or by mail to NCA's:
post office box. New membership cards are.now available, Board member DAVE .
KIINGER rcminded members to £i11 out tha questionna.ire attached to: the Decemb»r 's*
1977 SCREE and turn in at a meeting or mail to the MCA's post office box.,:. s ;,,m-‘
Secretary UOBINSON asked: any members having, suggestions .for imprroving the de= - -
scriptions of or access to. the. hikes inn’ 55 WAY3 to- noti.fy Club officers soon:
to assist in preparing for the third printing, Board" member DICK THALER reported ’
on a proposal by Far North, which takes skicrs into;the mountains by helieopter, ey
to repair thg MCA's Eagle Gla.cier Hut, including new roqf, insulation, and a ..
heater, After some dzscussmn on’ a.lternatlvx. matena.ls ﬁlenght of“the’ agree=
ment for Far North to use the hut ( one year ), and the fact that the MCA can’
not leg.se the’ hut it was MSP that the MGA pay; “for ‘the matenals (except the
heater &

After the intermission for refreshments, MIICE WARBURTON prcscnted a shde ‘show -
! ( continued)

Py
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MINUIES cont.

of his climbs with Russian mountain climbers as part of the WA-USSR exchange
programs in Yosemite National Park on El Capitan and in several mountainous
areas of Russia., Only a good American hard hat saved Mike from the Russian
nountaineer's special graveyard!

Meeting adjourned at 10,00 PM.
7 o, Allen Robinson, Secretary
IR RO

MOUNT MCKINLEY
1977 was a pleasantly quiet year on Mt Mckinley., After the large numbers of
climbers and the many accidents in 1976, it was a relief that the situation was
more settled this year, Nearly 150 fewer climbers registered for mountaincering
within the park, perhaps lcading some credence to the theory that many parties
were on Mount McKinley in 1976 simply to celebrate our country's Bicentennial,

However the number of successful climbers on Mount McKinley in 1977 was nearly
as high as the previous year. With another season of exceptionally good weather
an amazing 79% of all those who attempted Mount McKinley were successful.

Mount Foraker was climbed by only 48% of those who attempted it, It is not

an easy mountain to c¢limb by any route.

Some exceptionally fine climbing was accomplished in 1977. A party of two put up
a new route on the South Face of Mount Foraker, after completing a difficult

new route on the North Face of Mount McKinley. ( Actually, it was the North

Face of Mt, Hunter - Lowe/Kennedy. E4.)

The West Ridge of Mount Foraker was also climbed for the first time ( the
expedition approached the ridge from the southwest).

The original ascent route on Mount Foraker, the Northwest Ridge, was climbed
for the second time.

On Mount McKinley, two new variations were made on the South Face, A Japanese
party climbed the Centennial Wall via a more difficult route, to the west of
the original route, up to the 16,000 foot level,

A Canadian party climbed a variation of the West Rib.,

The West Rib was climbed solo for the first time by a climbor whosc party of
four registered for the Cassin Ridge and split up soon after reaching thce mountain.

The 1963 routc on the East Buttress of Mount McKinley was climbed for the
second time in 1977.

One Japanese and three Amcrican guide services led a total of nine expeditions
on Moumt McKinley in 1977, all on the West Buttress route. Just under 4% of
all those who registered for the West Buttress this year climbed under the
leadership of professional guides,

Only five climbers required cmergency evacuation this year, a dramatic decline
from the 33 in 1976. Two climbers werc injured in a fall on Mount Foraker in
March and were evacuated by commercail helicopter. On Hount McKinley, a

Japanese climber suffcring from high altitude Pulmonary edema was evacuated

by military helicopter, an American climber with torn knee ligamcents was
evacuated by airplane from 14,000 feet, and a Japancse climber with a broken

leg was evacuated from 9,000 feet by airplanc, (The use of fixed wing air-

craft is much less expensive than helicopters for evacuation though not nearly as
versatile,) Several parties paid the cost of their own roscues and the

( continued)
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Hﬂlﬂlﬁ:ﬂt- 3 . i
National Park Sorvico spomt loss then 34,000 on roscuss in 1977,
There woro no fatalitios on Mount MeKinloy or Mount Forakor,

For tho first time, in 1977, tho Natiomal Park Sorvico staticnod twe mountainoering
rancors in Talkootna for tho climbing soason, Tho rangors chockod proups in

and out'of tho mountains, advisod glimbors on the potontial hasards of

altitulo artic mountaincering, andl holpod to nuamdﬁltﬂm“uﬂ“.

adlition, thoy carriod out two-ton day patrols on the West Duttross of howunt
hcKinloy reaching an altitude of 17,000 foot, On those patrols, thoy were able

to assist throo injurod clisbors who did mot deed alr ovacuation, Wo fool

that having tho two rangurs in Talkcotna was vory succcossful and, bulsot
permitting, wo will comtinue to do so in the future,

All intorostol elisbors arc romindod that to climb hount MeKinloy or Nount
Forakor, you must rosister in advanco with thoe National Park Sorvico, submit
a. signod physioan's cortificato for cach elimber, carry a two-way radis on
your climb, and check in on your roturn, For smaller posaks, you aro roquirel oaly
to rogistor in advanco. All trash, oguipmont and unweed food must bo romovod
from Mount FeKinley National Park, If you earry it up tho mountain, you can
carry it back down, " For information, write tor . -

swporintondont

Kt. KcKinlcy Eational Park

P.0. Box © :

Kelinloy #fmrk, Alaska 99755

[ e s TN S I R R R R R P E R E R T S RN NN RS PR RN RN R ]

sottled and eould go cither way. Wo'd just hope for sunny side up. firat
1,000" went quickly as the bergechrund and runneled face proscnted mo probloms,
Lucklily so=far as in-
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seemingly floated up a slimcy wet vertical scetion to where the real climbing
began.As it onded up I hal to warm up my jumars where Ken cooled his hands,
Being slightly out of sicht on the sccond half of the pitch only Kens verbal .
struggles cnlightenced our scnses giving somc hints of the climbing ahead, ’
Grunts, groans and oxcited laughter fell our way and at any moment we expected
that perhaps.-Ken himself might fall our way too. He cursed of cold hands, of
lcaving the hardwarc he nceded behind, and ofthe fact that hc should have aided
sections and we kept trying to sct up a better belay as the voice began to
sound morc and more desperate., About the time we werc realy for a crater Ken
gained the ridge and was off belay, Pitch three had gonc free at 5.10. We
continued up super enjoyable 5.7 = 5.3cracks, crystals and dimples wandering
pere anl thcre up the rock band., Ken found friction climbing up ice patches
in EBs quitec challenging.The eighh pitch got us above the rock band and onto
mixed ground alony a narrowing ridge. We once again donned crampons and ice
gear anil continued toward the summit in puffy clouis. The summit ice ficlds
which had looked stcep and horrendous from below took cn a more casy naturc as
we climbed across them to reach the summit on the 15th pitch. It was a good
feeling for Hoger Hobinson and I as we surveyed the view from the summit blocks
as we had thought of gotting to this point for a long year. We added another fine
nmemory to our minds, morc slides to our dusty collcctions, ani many a finc peak
to anticipatc some more first ascents on, Our doscent lasted throuch the dusky
night. I can reomember Ken falling aslcep hanging in his scat harnessbetwecen
rappels and Hoger jumaring back up a jammed rope over several overhangs and
watching my hands tic knots in slow motion feelings I wasn't attached to them.
The snow always looked so close, but it took cight 160' rappels to reach it
and cven though we hurriced, the sun beat us to it. But what I remember hest
is that orange juice and canned peaches that quenched our thirst 24 hours
after leaving camp. LK :

v

SOUTH THOLL - pk. 6950' via west facc. As usual thc mountains must strike in
rovenge for overcoming one of their stoncy face ncighbors and we payed our ducs
with several days of cards in thc tent. One finc clear and warm day can casily
wash away the sour memorics of scveral inactive storm days and this day was no
exception to the rule. A long strotech got us over the schrund, then five
pitches of snow took us around the shattcred rock of the lower west face to

the better rock of the upper half. The flowers, the moss, the pika, the
ptarmigan, the fine view, and hot sun made this a most delichtful spot. The
kind of day onc dreams of! Ve changed to rock shoes to enjoy the fine rock

to the utmost., Four pitches of 5.7 found us on top completely satisfied with

a fun day of climbing. The trck back to base camp was under the unique lighting
that only cvening can bring; patterns in the snow ctched by shadow anl far off pecaks
crimsoncd by the low sun madc a scene that ne artist could ever duplicatc,

YOUr HIGHN®SS - pk,7§50' via west face, Ken had departed for home and Lioger
and I had been foiled on two good attenmpts of the Browned Jewel and now we
werc once again paying our ducs for troading on the poaks with days of in-
activity in the sodden tont rcaccounting the adventurcs of the last fow days.
On one of the attempts of the Crowned Jowel while belaying the 6th pitch I
noticed a black bear wandering up the glacicr below, We just watched him
amble alons sniffing all the whilc and skirting numerous cravasses very much
thrilled atsceing a large animal likc this on the glacicr. Then suddenly it
dawned on us that he was on our tracks and following them toward basc camp.
What a drag it would be to have camp mutilated by our furry fricnd and be
forced to abandon the mountains becausc of the lack of food and shelter.

(continued)
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SOME CLIMBS cont.

the walking conditiond peachy easy
to the utmost with roving eyes.
following a glacier to within

nmnduadﬂfn;m-;lmiﬂtndnjuﬁr

The echoes that bounced mround tho cirque helped us cut by

the bear think ho was vastly cutmumbered or in a hauntod valley for
duﬂ;hutnmtrutmmmmdhﬂtﬂﬂmu.m
or dessorts mado the storm days bearable and added a now taste treat

rosults,

this in mind we startod yelling at his with a purpose hoping for the
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' on our way over to the Kanikula Glasier, The two summits

poak
antﬁnllﬂna.ﬁjlj']llﬂpk. ﬂ&'mﬂhﬂhmm“ '

the
of
few
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tho Granite Croek Glacler to explore its uppor regions and then continue sast,:
to
2
wayte

ACROSS THE GRAIN - From the Knhiltna Glacier Koger and 1 traversed over to

Vo
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SOME CLIML> cont.

‘Beach on fire and madly waved whitc foam pads, My Dad wondercd who the nuts
were, We had trckked throuch much finc country that we will someday roturn
to it for a longer visit.

IHEEEEHREEREEREEHRRRREEEEEEEREEEOOO0CE

FLATTOP SLEEP-IN Saturlay, December 17th. . Amonz the intrepil liCAcrs that
eclinbed up Flattop for the annual slcep-in werc Bill bIVM(o DAVID NEWCOMBE,
MIKS o SALLY 1#(ICHARDGSON, BILL BHICKLEY, KATHY L. MOiuiISON, PAT MCHANNUA.
Also, the now infamous Sunday Morning Tlmes Phantom Delivery Doy!! Thats
richt. Somconc ‘lcliverced the sunlay Times to the tents of some of the
snuszled-up MChcrs early that morning. The question is not who was it, but
rathcr wherc were the roles and fresh milk??




