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WY, decuenbor Z1, 4F.N,, Flongdr Sefcod Houwss, Thind & shyle, Anciorage,
A 5lide show wlll be prosonted by Kike Werbuarton on a clisbing trip he =mde
to the Caucaauh Mounbaina, which are locatsd in the soilheantern Buropess

Weilsdiolle, botween tho lilack cdom and the Canplan, Due to tho show's lensht
et will bo shown bofore th iness pooting in slage of the voual mind-
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FLATIOF, Saturday, Duconber 17, This is the twelfth snnual Kld-Winter's
Night clisb and aslosp-in, bo surv to bring & log or somo kindling for
a tosaty little fire!
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RANUTES OF MWEMGSh CRGRAL KETLIG, FMONTAINGFRING CLU: OF ALASEA
vednesday, Hovembor 16, 1977, Floneer dehool Howse, Anchorege

Tha moating wna ealled to order at 07 PN by Presldont DENKENAITIH, BARL
HEIMAN (roesentod a minl-alide show of the mscent of Sumdum Peak (6,666 7t.)
in Gouthonat Alnnka and a tonguo=ln=chodak rook-climbing oxpoedition near
Tannaroan ,

Hupminean Mooting: Provious mootlng's minutos weroe mpperoved, Tronsuror's
repoti Chooklog, J724.80) Savingo,uq4d,53) Cash on hand, §37.20 for &

total of ol 210.%%. Tho Presldent reminded mombors that annual duss most be
pald by Janusxy 1, 1970, HICHAHD THALS!, manbor of thoe NOA's Joard of
Mrogtora, is aleso now Chadrman (Custodian) of the ¥Qa's four huts. Be
photo=goplod two mape showing locations of these huta and distributad
pojdos to interestod climbers an! llkers, Vice-fromident VALGUIE LAnUE
roqueated alides wseful for the leo=Olinbin: class, Freeldint Donkownlter
requested moro clisb desorintions for S0HEE aincos theto arv weful for
future clists, Trip coordinators and lsaders are still neesded, especizlly
a winter nkl tour coorinator?! A sosberahiy 1ist wlll be updated soon

with phone pambers,

Unde~ N DIGIESS i1t warn announcod that sosborahip eapds would by availabls
sooit, These are (1) useful for viaiting othor outdoor oluba and thedr huats, (2)
roquired for torrowing or renting WCA equipment, and (J) roqulrel to attend
spocial looturea,

Aftor tho INTERMISSION for refroohmonts, Chris Arend showedl somo excellont
alidea of a tour in Feru with viasits to Lima, Cusoo, and anclont Inca
gottlonunta, with sope hiking at high altitules and views of puch higher

RoOunLalng .

Heoting AdJomrned at 9: %50, AL FION. Secreta
B a@nFRFiREEE il il sFsaaREn | ®
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TRIP HUPOUTL

C:AAYODII}S. lﬂ.}FLCTIONu'
by John K Dillman

I don't suppose much ever changes at the bar Iiztional, haurice and his
children were behind the bar dispensing drinks to the motley gathering

of pilc-lined clad snglish speaking climbera, veveral brave wcottish lads
were attempting to hustle honique and #lizabeth, two French girls from the
Tourist Uffice. Nowhere, Perhaps I could show these sods how to handle this.,
laurdce protested as I emptied several of the vases of their now wilted
flowers, I staggered over to the table, pulled up a chair and handed the
flowers to honlque, whlle wispering in her lovely perfumed ear,"lonique-

1 think I love you.". Tuo beotts were silent, lionique was silent., Then in
her most sarcastic voice:"Qui, e ver y o n e loves nonlque”" TFeeling
that the romance was ended, I took back the flowers, -pulled on the Gore-Tex,
paid llaurice, and began-: the long soggy walk thru the deserted strests, past
the bnglish Church, the Jureau des Guides, up the hill to the apartment,
busan was less receptive to my advances than lionique had been, the flowers
were nothing but stems, so I found my sleeping bag and spent the night on
the couch,

It didn't matter. No early 2 Alx alpine starts to suffer through, It had been
raining for two weeks, vince my arrival in mid=-August I had become a regular
in the Bar National, ©nells dport hop, the supermarket and the Weather
Forecasting Uffice, And the train station, where I made four scheduled visits
each day since I didn't know exactly when Jusan was to arrive, On one of
these visits I got lucky and spotted her lovely tanned face in the crowd
pouring through the doors. Uur many months apart were over and our embrace
brought know1ng smlles from the: onlookers.

several soggy days on ‘the Glacier des Dossons w1th occa31onal ﬂllmpses of "
the towering granite and -snow above the .valley only increased our enthu51asm
It had to stop ralnlng someday, and then....-

short hikes through the forests on the Brevent insured that we wouldn't

be completely out of condition, ITF it did clear. Iiany hours wandering

around the village, and untold stops at the pastry shops. ctrained necks
following the hang-gliders soaring down from the Urevent above the apart--’
ment. The streets remained crowded despite the weather, dveryone in France -
takes their vacations in August, regardless, '

some friends stop by the apartment to tell us that the forecast is good for
the following day, Few routes will be in condition, what with new un-
settled snow, Only ridges or traverses should be attempted Consulting

our guide book, we settle on the Aiguille Du iddi-Aiguille. Du lan Traverse,
Accessible from the telepherique, it would be an easy day and a fine intro-
duction to the range, liebuffat describes it as "a traverse on ‘the frontier
between two worlds: that of the valley to the left, where you see the
awakening 1ife and hustle of a new day, and that of the.high mountains on
the right, peaceful, unchanging, eternal.”., Right, Gaston. wix Al at the
station amongest the crowd, we wonder, The tele wisks us to the summit, we
follow the other 60 passengers along the dark tunnel, over the foot brldge,
through another tunnel, My God! Hundireds of climbers arranging cquipment and
roping up and we're still inside. ie ostle our way along, climbing over
ropes and sacks, Before us the dazz¢*1 snow ridge awaits, busan leads
through the crowd of tourists at the entranee. The Chilcoot Trail in *98
didn't have as many stampeders on itas our intended route had climbers that
day. Ahead of uswere over 100 .people, scveralfeet apart, descending the
stecp ridge and more continued to “nllow behind us like ﬂnendlng cars on a
freight train, ousan is hysterical, I'm discusted, Th~ £uow is deep. Hours

go by. The quaing ~% difficul® 1tohes results in iunu-ssdiations ?ngnpo;e;m}e
LA
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new friendships, Ve manage io pass slow ropes, ~aly *o be passci by fast ones,
Two French climbers are attemniing to dormelimv « steep rock section. We wait.
Angry shouts from a German group somewhece down the line, I finally decide to ab-
scil over the French, borrow a rope froum two irglich lads and the four of us
bury the poor Frénchmon in snow and pound them with rockfall on e abseil

150 feet to a small ledge below, C'est la vie, At the Col Srneriewr Vg Plan

we give it up, Its past noon and the snow is oatmeal. ie wade down ¢lacier

to the liequin Hut and wander off down the Her de Glace tc cateh +he “rajan from
lontenvers back to Chamonix, tusan's new Face Nord csuble Lcotd will cerltainly
require some more breaking in, Probably by someonc else, Its getting late,

I give her the bivouac Lag in case she doesn't make the train, and run off
down the glacier, vhe arrived as the last train was leaving,

The comfortable apartment was a haven during the following week of uninter-
rupted rain, I struggled with {.itchner®s dinousaurs in CENTENNIAL while .
trying to remain sane as Sucan learned to play +he recorder, ’

Some alpine season! One unfinished traverse and a short route up the Aiguille
de L'Index., veptember arrives, the town becomes ghostly. le check the weather
forecast twice daily, returning with long faces (covered by assorted re-
mainders of hastily caten pasiries). We resot to taking turns shopping at

the markets, since our relationship has become sorely strained while attempting
this seemingly simple task together,

The weather changed., The sun on the new sun was blinding, and the big routes
were out of the question, But there were many other Possibilities, Ve worked
up a short program, and caught the bus to Le Tour at the end of the valley.
voveral lifts and a short hike brought us to Albert Premier Hut in time for
supper. Typically, the hut is noisy and crowded. Mo slecep and a 3 Al: start, We
plan a traverse of the Aiguille Du Tour. unthusiasm dims as we break trail
through several feet of new snow with heavy packs and flicering headlamps.,

The route won't go with all the snow, ‘e attempt the south face instead,

a mixed affair, After six pitches of horrendous snow, ice and loose granite
blocks, we abseil off, Depresscd, we pack and recturn to the valley.

veveral days later we werc back at the Albert Premier.Hut. The snow conditions:
were excellent and Susan led a steep snow and ice gully up Du Tour and we
enjoyed the sunrise across the entire Lont Dlanc Range,

The ordinary route on Hont Blanc Du Tacul was a long snow plod where we werc
acconpanied by a detachment of French liountain Troops. The views of The
Drenva Face werc magnificient,

The Tour iionde Norht Face is only 350 meters from the bergschrund to the
sunmit, but is overall 55 degrees, Probably the new snow made it less serious.

Pete vennhauser arrived when we only had one week left, Knowing we were
probably over our hcads, we followed Pete up several fine routes., The best
was a variation of the North Face/Forbes Aretc of the Aiguille Du Chardonmot.
'The variation resulted fron my insistence from the start of the route was
this way, not that., In the dim beans of our lamps we were lost, but the re-
sulting routc offered cverything an alpine climber could wish for,

Several days later we foliowed Pete =i the Couzy Loute on the Aiguille De
L'H, Pete led it brilliantly {(of Coimna) and wusan and I were hard pressed
at times., I'11 never forget, taat after a 45 minute lead of the 4th pitch,
Pete bellowed down:"You'rc gonna love iie next ore.", The exposure was oo
much. A sweeping diedre led to an overhanging wall, How &id he get over
that? ilelax, look around, the holds are there, Sure enougi, ‘e downclimb.
and abseil back to the packs. Its almost dark and we have nissed the lastw
tele back to Chamonix, After a long walk through dark forests we got homei”

at midnight, (2ontinued)
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e had run out of time, wusac. ard I had a rendcovous in Katmandu in two

weeks, Ve also had been invited to iales und planned to fly out to India from .
London, Pete wanted to climb the hiatterhorn over the veekend so we caught

the train into Switzerland the next day, lany familier towns and mountains

were passed as the train climbed out of the Valle de Chamonix., Although our
season had been short and not extremely successful, it hopefully prepared

us for a future visit and give us a new awareness of the mountains and
ourselves,

7 B B T L B T e R
LUHDUL. CONQUIST
by 41 itojohombre

Sumdum Peak lurks in Loutheast Alaska. Un this great mountain is an amazingly
complicated system of glaciers (two), ridges (three) and peals {one) rising
to giddy heights of six thousand six hundred sixty feet, It belongs to the
strength and glory of human nature that when men are confronted with the
unknown, the perilous, the impossible, daring spirits arc straightaway
challenged to embark upon an enterprise of lifec and death in order that
secrets may be dragged forth and the apparently impossible achieved,

(What unadulturated nausca! [d.)

As soon therefore, that it was known that far to the southeast a knightly

and defiant peak, cut off from civilization by oceans of ¢louds and entrenched
among a thousand barriers of rain, lay waiting the coming of man, (no woman
being along) the mountaineers of lower upper wpenard began to turn their

eyes to vumdumn Peak and dream thotr dream of conquest,

The tean consisted of two., I was the leader, lany great peaks had succumbed
to my dogged assault, I was fresh from an attack on the great summit of Hlt,
Foraker. Fate had decried our failurc on that peak, however, when I tripped
on my shoelaces and fell off the mountain, .

The other fellow was a fierce climber from the pgreat state of Texas, lFew rock
faces could withstand his deternined attack., A finer companion could not have
been found - the fact that he had never worn crampons or used an ice ax was
inconsequential, v :

Base camp was sct on the desolate shores of a small lake at 3100 feet,
Sumdum Peak lay out of sight over a ridge but its presence could be felt,

September 4th began with grim faces as we prepared for the climb. Your face
too, would be grim if you got up that early,

The approach to the glacier took ten minutes, Crampons were donned and axes
grasped = the assault began., The glacier steepened as we climbed past fresh .
yeti tracks and rose to the base of a couloir. e climbed unroped and the
other fellow becamc uneasy, With reason sincc the slope had reached -almost

30 degrees, - ‘ )

After much toil the ridge crest was gained and we roped up, A vast tangle:
of carnivorous crevasses lay ahead bul we plunged onward toward the peak,
le were nearly stopped by a bergsciarind but the other fcllow made a daring
leap over the two foot wide abyss and ..c continued on, Again, a half mile
further, a gaping trench brought us to & halt and we were forced into a
hundred foot detour. N

Ue cane to a wide plateau Leyond which slowered Sumdum Peak, The plateau
appeared flat and innoccnt but we were not decieved, killions of unscen
crevasses awaited the unwary so we belayed across, protecting out route
with pickets and flukes, .

~ (continw 1L « unfortunately?)



i i DECEINL 1977

The suwmit finally stood abovs us. The o*ler fo7low put up a hrilliant
routo throush the intrieate we's of erevar .ca fixlne & path oround all threo

hole and possitly wo could conmtinue, He sat thoro in the snow,
considered my susrestion doubtfully but gave it & try, To h's oy he found
himself froe and again we set off briskly towmxd tho final swmit cpiro,
The last piteh was rock but we swormed up using only 47 pins and 43 bolts
on ite 17 foot, vo we arrived st the summit, tho subduod conguercrs of
susdum Poalt, e had boaten the mountaln and ad ence again the indomin-
able spirit of man (thore being no immnlouus.
de have boon informoed that ol iejohombre has boen deperted to Uruguay whoro
hs will fage charpes of impersonating a elimber, ,)
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SOUPH PUbK OF GACLs alVds i ULTUA  tat, Dec, 4th 1965 John Volfe

The day was clesar pnd cold and bagan very poorly whon owr old four-wheel-
drive truck wouldn't start in the inky blacknesas of early morning. The deay u=s
saved by the timely arrival of leo damnan who kindly off
car a5 far as it would get us. Flana wire nado to go up

of Eagle Hiver on cholco of skis, snowshoos, or foot by way of the new
oxtepslon of Hiland Drive.

Because of our late start, we missed connoctlons with le Bionhueser, but Helen,
Leo, and I picked up Jave DeVoe on the way out glving usa total of four in the
paryy - two with snowshoes and two with cross-country skis,

On the way up Filand drive, we sidetrackod briefly to have morning coffec
with Cliff and Lavon Ells at their scenioc homestond and enjoy the view of
pink sunriso striking distant NcKinlcy.

Loo was panlly able to drive into the top of thu new grade Just bofore the
todd drops down to cress tho South Fork on tho now "Threge Neck Dridge”-

a conoiderable inprovoment ovor the sagging, cracked, and rotting South Fook
bridgo on the older, lower road., The roadway beoyond sur parking spot was
tracked by pricr cars so Helen and I walked on foot while leo and Dave used
thelr skis, Tho rond joins the old road climbdng up highor into tho South Fork
valloy untll wo roached the Mocn's homestoad whore wo took refuge in a grove
of sprboe, budlt up o wersing fire, and had somo lunch, We had laft the Ell's

car after this and ronchod 1t Just about taroe o'clock
tosm without incidemt, Tho trip 1s a nice ¢ in any
season) wo could have done more with o Ionger day, but this now rocess into
the South Fork of Bagle Hiver moans v 2an enjoy this arxva oven 1n tho short
wintor days sinco the driving time 7o  nd from town le 80 greatly roduced
from what 1t 1s on tho older, lower roe—, Thore ware splandic viows of
MeKinloy back out the mouth of the vall.y all the way alorg omd the littlo
vallaoy itsalf is o very pretty cne, The nocoss road la hip i cnough so tioik the
ridges on both sidos are invitingly clodc and not at all dZ"floult to rocach,
I'd say this was an ares to be strengly socommonded [or sene trips possibly
later in tho wintor after the deys are sonowhat longor, and definitely in

tho poming oummer months
b A i R 3 S
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w-&.m ﬂﬁEﬂL’Lhm-ThﬂTtﬂ'ﬂmiﬂpﬁmhrqﬂthum
striking mountain in Iittle Switserland in that i _ :
clean te that resembles mthingmnlshtrriu&inhhaﬂugﬂmn.
In 1976 Hoger and I finally got enough of -
comfortable base camp and give The Throne a try tho south ridge, The
first two pitches led up what we called the Garden ledges which sounds
tﬂrribl.:fnim but is actually a series of clean, solid cliffs cut by jam
faces of quartz crystals each Juately .
boautiful ledge of hesther, mosses, and a variety of colorful sweet smel-
Mmm.ﬂahmutwﬁthMﬂmﬂnmm eut up
an otherwise void vertical cliff to-a 1ald batk boulder patch and snow
field, Hoger did a nige serics of moves gétting past & watwrfall: mﬂf.rtar-'mz
dry at the samo time = I wasn't quite as graceful, The upper eight pitchos
fnlhﬂnammmﬁdmﬂhhalmwuﬂmm:
unplanned route. Bach move gave access to a previcusly unseen hold and
thus we advanced never sure where the next belay would be, At one point
I thought I'd push tho boat out & little too far as I slithered in a wet
mossy unprotected 5,7 crack trying despertly to cxecuts dainty mantle onto
a sloping sandy ledge., The 12th pitch found us looking down the south
face from the Bummit block, It was easily oir fincst ¢limb of the summer
after & long list of attempts and ascents,
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fﬂ:.i.s'nriting, membership cerds are being made up and printed by
cal printing shop, Members will most likely be able to pick them up
the December meeting. M'Tmhbringmmmmandm
he meeting to tring your membership up to datel

Ahﬂ,ﬂﬂhﬂmlar.ﬂmﬂmim,ilﬂnrﬂng gotting o flight up to
Whiteout Hut, He is in touch with an Alyeska gro ni:.hmmmmtu
repair both Eagle and Whiteout Huts, More nnﬂl-‘l.l,ﬂt meeting,
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The following questicanaire., submitted by Dave Klinger ~ a Board Member,
is for all MCAers, Plecase fill it out!! You may veturn it to the post
office box or at the meeting. " a .

MCA QUESTIONNAIRE

'NAME
ADDRESS

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO OFFEK THE MCA?

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE FROM THE CLUB?
‘WHAT SPECIAL HIKING Ok CLIMBING Okt SKIING SKILIS DO YOU HAVE?
‘WHAT OTHLL: HODBIES DO YOU HAVE? YOUk FAVORITE?

IN WHAT SPORTS DO YOU TAKE PART?

WOULD YOU COORDINATE CLIMBS Ok HIKES Fult THE CLUB? (IF NCOT, WHY?)

COMMENTS & RECOMMRENDATIONS,....



