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Wodnesday, Janumry 19, 1977, B PH, Pisneer uchoolhouwse, Third and Bagle, Anchorage,
Alaska, The program will be a pdni slide ahou by -BILL STIVIH: on last year's Arctic
Valley to Girdwood traverse, anl a slide show by JIN HALE of the successful 1074 han
glider leap off the top of the continent,

Mh_ The Fobwuary 1977 MCA meeting wlill be st a different location (to be
announcsd | dus to Fur Hendesvous wsa of Flonear Lehpolhoime,

i

g Laiv
If you have not pald your 1G77 KCA dues, your subscriptlsn to JCHEE will stop with
thia jssus, FPleases rantd nou?
T e
CLIEGRING oOHMELULL
saturday VI.TA PEAR, EBegle River ¥Yalloy, landar, TON HBACHAK, 277-2129, A
JERUATY 20 moderate ong day skl tour for tho skiern, plus & clinb at the end of

tha trail for the olimbers, lo6 nxe ond crampons refuired for glimbers
0limbers leave red Meyer ol 7 iy nklers onn come later; skl-tour
organiser peeded for this. Fourwwheel drive vexry helpful in getting
to the and of Enadow Oresk Noal,

Anturday O'MALLEY FAK, bouth Fork Campbell Oreelk, Organizer, TON MEACHAR,

Fabruary § 2i=2129, [Leave from Glen Alps parking lot; mest at Fred lMayer at
7:30 Ak, An essy ski-tour with a olimb of o skyline pesk thrown in,
Ice axe and clisbing (not ski-louring) boota requires,

411 clisbs are subject to change in date or cancellation due to emdverse weatha
snow conditions (like no =now, if the winter to date is any indication), oul
winter pear, including down or fiberfill coats and warn booln, Are jwesmmid, —0OW
shosrn ore weleons, but thoy will have to start carlier and got Bck to town lstere
a popalty of wob=foot travel!

FFans rdadw

SEI=-TOHE CHEDUL

Aatuxlny NORTH SID0 SHIP CHERk okl tour, Leave Frod Heyer 7 A, The creok ia
Janusry 22 oper, Bo we can't cross it, Leader, DILL LRIVIEL, 277P-2804.

saturday MOOGE CHEEK - FISHAOOK HOAU area Bki tour, if snow conditicna war-
January 29 rant, GCAll LONL AGOOTL, &/9=2901,

e e e




The meeting was called to order at 3:10 P by President T0! KEACHAN, Preceding the
business moeting BILL QUIRK and DAVID HBNONDZ prescented a slide show of the MCA
clinb of Byron Peak this summer, The guest book was bwowght to the moeting and was
duly signed by several guests who were present,

Thers were no additions to the minutes of the November meeting, The Tressurer's
report showed cash on hand, $50.93: checking account, $159.0k; s $428,37;

expenaes, $270,14%; undeposited checks 00 for a total of .. There
ﬂuum':.iun Committes raport. Y g i foog

After the tweak for refreshments, GILL TODU pressnted an interest slide show on
the Ketmal area, The meeting m&-aﬂjnwuaﬂ.. s

DAVIL NEWOOMBE
Leoratary

A

HID-1THTE 2L P=TH
Deceshear .
by TOH HEAGHAN

Balay temporatures and moderate breecss hosted a record-setitics MU + ouinter sleepe
in, our annual solastice celebration and a Club tradition since the & :3's sarly days,
Twenty-elght KCAars and Clisso the dog partied on the peak until tiw wos hoors, and
then retired to eleven tents, an igloo, and & snow eave, It was without doubt the
larpest nid-winter sleep=in ever, Besides the uvsual mountain house and brew, the
celebrants cavorted on the sunmit with red flares, skyrockets, primer-cord avalanche
ressarch devices, and a five-hour btonfire, making Flattop viaible (and andible) for
miles around, Pinally the inevitable happensde=the !tate Troopers gave os a brief
fly=by with thelr noisy toy and its two-million candlepower headlamp, 7:r a few
minuten you could read & book by artificial moonlight, but the revelsrs instead
turned cartwheels and gestured in the linmelight, Mnding nothing really out-of-
order, the chopper returned to Merrill Fisld, narrowly missing half a dogen snow
machines 1llegally riding the Powerline Pass trall, who lald low while the bear was
in the alr, so to spesk, Among the nerrymakers were BILL JTIVERS, MIKE HUNT, DAVID
KENCOMBE, TOM WEACHAM, DAVID BVANS, PETEN LANG, BAIRY KIRCHIR, KIKE HICHARDUON (his
fifth consecutive midewinter sleep-in!), WIKE HEINZ, NiD LEJI>, BILL BRICKLY, JOWN
PIHAMONT, PAT MoFANE and two companions, LYDIA WURKUS, BILL BRANDT, FIEE BROOK: and
GARNET ROEHN (who hauled up several packloads of firewood which they had furnished),
LINDA FUBK, BRUCE HILLYARD, DEBY KRISTECH, PAUL and TEHAY CAHNICELLI, VALERIE
LEROUX, JIM and RONNIE HALE, and GHEG HIATT,

A

The MCA owns or maintains several primitive cabins for the use of club members and
the general public. Plchler's Ferch is located on Bklutna Glacier, the Hoeman Hut
on Whiteout Glacier, Han's Hut on Eagls Glacler (all in the Chugach mountains), and
the Halnery Hut on Mint Glacier, in the Talkestnas, In addition, MOA nembers have
use of the cabin at Snowbird kine in the Talkeetnas, There 1s also a Forest Servier
Cabin at Orow Pass near Girdwood,
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‘MCA CABINS continued,

The MCA huts were named in memory of departed MCA mefibers JOE PICHLER, VIN and GRACE
HOEMAN, HANS VAN DER LAAN, and MARK RAINERY, They are A-frame cabins which will ac-
com@odate up to twenty people (a squeeze) in summer, and less in winter. Because of
their remote locations the MCA huts receive ninimal maintenance, and any dilapidation
or storm damage should be reported to the Club for early repairs, if possible, The
Huts gnd Cabins chairmanship of the Club is open, and anyone who would like to be re-
sponsible for organizing summer maintenance crews for these cabins should contact
TON MEACHAM. It has been several years since this Committee has been active, and
maintenance has definitely fallen behind schedule, -

With the exception of the Snowbird Nine and Crow Pass cabins, the huts aremt locatec
on USGS maps, so finding them may be difficult for the first-time visitor, Better gc
with a party which has been there before, The Rainery Hut, for example, was deliber-
atgly hidden to make it less tempting to snowmobilers. The ¢abins on Eklutna,
Whiteout, and Eagle Glaciers and Crow Pass are conveniently spaced for a multi-day °
traverse of this glacier system, summer or winter (but with the expectation of
several cabin-bound days weathering winter storms on occasion). '

'?hq task of putting Wooden‘name plaques on the MCA huts was adopted at the MCA meet-
ing of February 1974, but remains to be done,

R R KRNI

CHRISTMAS PINNACLE
by BLLL QUIRK

The day before Christmas JOHN and JANET TOENES, MARK WOJTALIK, GREG and BRENDA
HEATH, SHARON CRAWFORD and myself drove to the Little Susitna Roadhouse, up the hill
to the junction of Fern Nine Road and parked our vehicles, Ue skied up Fern Mine
Road over snowmachine tracks to Fern lMine. At this point we left all traces of
civilization behind as we laid down fresh tracks in the snow climbing northward to
the Fern line INCA Cabin. -

Christmas Day sharon and myself set out at 9 Al to climb the unnamed pinnacle to the
west of the cabin, We skied to the base of the summit ridge at 4500 feet north of
the pinnacle. At this point we parked the skis and climbed the ridge. Ve could see
Montana Peak 10 miles to the northeast. Then a light snow commenced--everything was
still except a raven that glided by. We asked, "What is Mr. Raven doing here?"

We continued along the ridge southward one-half mile over several peaks and gaps in
deteriorating weather until we reached the summit ridge. The going was slow as we

hed to tread through deep snow drifts. Half way up the northwest ridge leading to
the summit we became momentarily stuck but after looking for alternate routes
found one that was negotiable without the rope. As we approached the summit of the
pinnacle (5530 feet) we could see fresh tracks in the snow on the very top.,»Now we
knew what kr. Raven was up to., He liked mountain peaks, too! S ‘

At 4 PN we returned to the cabin and JOHN fired up the stoves and began preparing
Christmas dinner.  We had sliced turkey and ham and great cornbread dressing that
JANET had prepared and cranberry sauce, corn, and all kinds of cookies, cake, and
pie. Christmas night was clear in the Talkeetnas and all the stars and planets

shone brightly. '

‘The snow conditions in the Talkeetnas were prime—-about four, feet wiﬁb six inches
of powder. We all agreed that this was one of the mq;t-enjoyaple Christmases. And
SHARON was still insisting we should name the peak Christmas Pinnacle,

WK HRH RN
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AN OPEN LETTER TO PROSPEGTIVE McKINIEY CLIMBERS
oxr
HOW TO MANAGE BIG MAC WITH MINIMAL INDIGESTION

There was a new record set on Denali last year, There was a mass overabundance of
ignorance! Nowhere else on earth was there such a paradox: Doug Scott, Dougal
Haston, Charlie Porter and Reinhold Messner vs, the magnificently underprepared.
The resultant season was a constant amazement to all, The almost daily rescues,

instances of severe frostbite and altitude sickness plus the many deaths brought a
question to many minds, ..., Why????

Stories of heroes and hard men inspired attempts by many climbers who were unwilling
to accept the arctic~high altitude naturc of the mountain, Contrary to popular be-
lief, McKinley is not a cakewalk! It is very high and very cold! Messner stated
the altitude affected him as at 24,000' in the Himalaya, whilc the 1968 AAJ sets the
equivalent altitude at 23,000 feet, Then there’s Doug Scott, who said he'd never
been so bloody cold in all his life! These factors alone would not account for
Denali's high toll were it not for an out of proportion desire to succeed, coupled
with a lack of proper preparation on the climbers' parts. Nowhere else on earth is
a remote high altitude experience so accessible., A "rematch with Big Mac" is within
easy reach of most mountaineers; therefore, to sacrifice fingers, toes, or possibly
a life to climb Denali is inconceivable,

A respect for the mountain is the key to safe travel., A rigorous training schedule,
a knowledge of acclimatization techniques, mountain medicine and self-rescue will
prepare the climber for the many pitfalls that lie in his way., Everyone wants to
be like Reinhold Messner, an internationally famous high altitude star, What holds
people back is a lack of intelligence, not ability, Messner's sixtceen hour sprint

from 14,000 feet on the S,W, face was preceeded by two weeks acclimatization time
below 14,000 feet. ' '

The mountaineer must recalize that a successful climb of Rainier or a Mexican volcano
does not award him a "Master of High Altitude" badge., Undoubtedly helpful, it can
bring a climber to a point where he may recognize altitude problems as they happen,
possibly avoiding a bad situation.

Most climbers realizc that there is some inherent danger in any mountaineering en-
deavor. Sickness and accident can cripple the most well-prepared parties, so to be
prepared for self-rescue is of great importance, Helicopter evacuation above 10,00(
feet is risky at best, The possibility of a major disaster occurring during a
rescuc is a growing concern.

‘It would do climbers well to follow the pioneer ethic of sclf-reliance; and to heed
the words of Bradford Washburn stated h a recent Mountaineering Club of Alaska
meeting, "Most of the problems on Denali are caused by people going too damn fast,
It is a fact, that through training, knowledge, and common sense, Denali need not
be an end of a lifetime experiencc.

Jin Hale
Terry Becker
Gary Bocarde

I HRHNHNN

7FINAL HEARINGS AND DECISION ON RENANING lMt. McKINIEY, DENALI, TO COME IN MARCH

7If you have not yct ekpressed.y§urself anout chagging the name of Mt. McKinley tg
Denali, please do.so now, Letters from pcrsons in other states may_be more.telllng
now than more requests from Alaska, So ask your friends and relatives Qutside to
write too. The address is: o

o —
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'RENAMING MT. McKINLEY continued,

Mr, Donald J, Orth
Exccutive Secretary ,
Domestic Geographic Names
National Center

Reston, Virginia 22092

‘Sincerely, ROD WILSON
RN HNHR

'BITS AND PIECES

'CHARLES KIBLER is thinking about doing a two and one-half week cross-country hike in
the GRAND CANYON in February. Anyone intercsted in joining him can see maps and
exciting pictures of previous trips at 277-8464,
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‘FOR SALE: One Polarguard vest (Twin Peaks), size medium, unused. Call DAVID
NEWCOMBE at 279-4993. Will accept ncarest offer to retall price of $29.50.
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