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MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA BOX 2037 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

JANUARY 1975 VOL. ll?, NO.:L 

JANUARY MEETING, •• , ••• WEDNESDAY January 15, 1975 ••• 11 ••.• 8a OOPM 
Pioneer School House ••••• 3rd and Eagle. Program •••• Ascent of the 
South Peak of Mt. Hunter (Alaska Range) by Dave Hawley. 

BOARD ~lliETING •••••• Time and place to be announced. 

CLIMBING SCHEDULE 

Jan. 25 •••••• O"Malley Peak •• ,.,. Tom Meacham, leader ••••• o 2 77-2J.29. 

Sign up.msheetswill be available at the next meeting for other climbs, 
Anyone interested in leading future climbs should contact Bill Barr.cs, . 

SKI TOURING SCHEDULE 
(Note changes from the original Nordic schedule) 

Saturday, January llth •••••• Prospect l~ights Flag Tour, John Baxcndall, 
leader-333-6735. 

·sunday, January 19th •••••• Big Lake to CaJ.l of the Wild Ski Tour, Meet 
at the Mt. View Safeway atn~ 9am. Hartmut Pluntke, lcader-279-9252, 

Sat./Sun. January 25th-26th ••••• (!Hatcher Pass to Willow Ski Tou;o e. 
MCA leader needed, 

Sunday, February 2nd, ••••• Willow Carnival Cross Country, no leader 

Sunday, February 9th3 •••• .,Eag.le River SJ1-Tour, Dona Agon~.:ti, leaal:er-
279-2901, Meet at tta Value Mr1rt PcT:::ing lot at 9am. 

PRESIDENTAL NOMINATION •••• , ••• At the . ,Jan:;. board meeting, the Board 
acting as the nominating committee, nominated Fritz Rieger as P~esident 
of the Club, to fill the vacancy created by -~he transfer of PrenidEmt­
elect Al Worland, 'The Baerd decided to present the nomin.ati':m 
of Fritz at tr.e January meeting, and to take any other nomina ":;ion<> 
from th~ floor at that time" The special election of a ni3W li.lCA 
president \dll be held at the February MCA meeting (Feba 19, 197.5) 
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a.I i<trm:S C.P Tn;; GEtL:P.AL , .:::•lla,G, t:eceaber 19, 1974, Pioneer l>chool 
Hou• , )N and ..:ac;le , Anchorage , J;.Jaalca , 

Th.e tOeetinc: t~as called to ONcOr by acting preeident ·~om •• eachaa, -
Tho treasurer's report• Totalaxpense.,. ;91 , o0, Income from dues and 
boolca- ,;12), 50, Ohecki na account- .;;4.so. 1>0 , Savinea-.,.)82 , 8), Cash 
on hana .;77 , 00 f·or a total cash of :.>910 , 00 , Approved , 

llinuta• of the last moetinc were approved BG thOy appeared in the 
Ooce111ber scmm. , 

'llll l!arnes , Jr,, the new cl11Dbi~ clllriDltteo oha!rmnn, reported. on 
the t~ <Uub climbs, The Plat- Top 111esp-J.n <till be hell! 
..,.ceaber 21"-22 , Sill plilced a desperate plea tor cl11ibllig 
leaders , SevenQ peaks such as Pinhac.le , :U.ckatep and !lard , are 
scheduled tor clubs in the near future . It you would like to volunta• 
sa a climbine leader contac t dill ?arnes , Jr. · 

Dona Aaosti , tiiking Chairman has c0<11pletad the year's ilikina schedules, 
It will be included in the January o>C!W~.. o>he mentioned o~. again il 
Katmai trip in July { roundtrip airfare '!>108 , 00) , Climbers· s'hOuld" • 
note thAt tbeY are welcome to "'ccOI"PJI!lY tll!l groi.IP to the Ka~ 
Nationall>lb'hument and then' apl,.t''rtoatthe ''iaa1h' ~il:p~tO;purllle . ..... ' 
their olill>}s. ,. J.>or .turthe.r info1'1111'ti,9n , contact Dona Ag.o~ti.,279;.?.29.l• 

CliDbing Wall chail'll&n, )11lte lli obardaon reJiorted ~hat be" f.&sli- new 
aon, Beojaain, and has conaaquently been. ina.ctin in hie role as t he 
oh&inoan, liB Motioned that there seems to be good potant'ial ror 
utablillhing a wall in the near future with eOM help perhaps !:rom 
Alll!, llike then requested that ao1111.one, ~p~ce 1,1,\,11. Hi~~ti\7' 
waa no~ acted upon by acting preeld~nt'T'OD Meaohall , Interested- in ' 
being the .c~.illlbing ~·:4- ohairun1 , ·, • 

The subject of the Yin Koaman library, currently stored at Marie" 
Lunda~om's home waa &gal~ broug~t gp1 TWo ppaa~ble repo~i~o;.i~~ 
were auggestad--tba private, home&., err ,'!,i:!;ller the Nithh\18Mr.;':J ol' 
the Okenelc''a. Tba exeouuv.· "d~ 'w'fl'l"diaollu i t at the next '• 
••tire. . " .. ' 
The next board •eetlng will be held. at 7 •JO P•••• Januarr 7 at 
T.,. Ileac'--• 1410 I{. !it, . ~ •I>~ •••• · · ~ · 

SOM0(\41 1'0\lnd Barry and Ruth Kixloblr's ice axa on B)'rpn.G~aciu•, 
which tbay lost during their bear' ep.el>W>-ter. The ice a.x.e will be 
retired to the club ' s relic ool,lltction, 

Chuck Evalls moved that IIICA ·aend a Utter to tho direotor or ltha state' 
parks, oppoaing the uae of' the Ship. Creek drainage• :by belicop.tara tor 
ferrying akiera . to peak a in the area, Seoonde.d , 

Bill Barne·a, Jr• moved that IIICA tHe a toraal ·proteat against: .J 
ieauiog permits allowir.g ,hellcoptera to uaa dea icnated wilclernaaa 
ereaa, as lh" tbe •caaa of Oup Powder , I'nl>>, witbout' public inpfLt. 
The club ahould also request further information , Seconded and 
paaaad , 

Meeting adjourned . 
rtina Pau t . '3ecretar y; 
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ANNUAL MCA REPORT TO THE AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 

1974. was an unfortunate blend of success and trage-dy for the· 
Mountaineering Club 9f Alaska,. 0.11. the first day of • the new year 
an avalanche in the Chugach Range took the life of Mark Rainery, 
Huts and Cabins Chairman for the Club, who had gained the first 
winter ascent of Koktaya (5300') only moments before. His youthful 
enthusiasm and acceptance of respon:ibility' had offered the Club much 
promise for the future. On May 24, ·1974 Herb Christie, a vetern bush 
pilot whose singular and intimate kno~ledge of the northwest 
Chugach had enabled Club members to undertake several significant 
climbs in the region, was killed near the l'viatanuska Glacier wfuile 
piloting his Cub.. · 

If prior y~ars have been consistent in their frustration of 
Club attempts to recnrd winter ascents among the surrounding Chugach 
peaks and in more distant Alaskan ranges, then 1974 continued that 
pattern, with some notable exceptions. ~anaina Peak (5350') in 
the Chugach was ascended by the Rainery party the day prior to 
their avalanche tragedy. On January lJ, 1974 a group led by Will 
Cottrelll gained the summit of Cantata Peak (6410'), making another 
Chugach first. The Wrangells saw their first winter ascent and the 
second highest wimter summit yet attained in Alaska, with the climb 
of Mt. Blackburn (16, 5231) on March 18 by a team comprised of Club 
members. Other winter climbs witnessed much effort but less success, 
among them being the early February attempt on Mt~ Spurr (ll,070v), 
which was aborted after six days by wind and lowering weather. 

.-, 
i. 

The Club's spring and summer climbing activities at higher 
altitudes neeessarily assume the aspects of winter climbs, with 
longer days and moderated temperatures offering the only difference~. 
In May f'Tf 1973, a yet unreported ski traverse between Mt. Redoubt(l0,19' 
and Double Peak (6818') was made by the Steve Hackett party with 
climbs of Redoubt's lower:, western summit (9300') Double Peak, and 
two unnamed summits (6721' by two routes, and 6200') en route. On 
March 27, 1974 Icefall Peak (8000+) in the Alaska Range was climbed 
by the Bjarne Holm party, reaching the summit in a first route ascent 
from the Gakona Glacier. Peril Peak (7040') in the Chugach saw its 
fourth ascent, and by far its earliest in the season, in the May 26, 
1974 climb by Club members led by John Pinamont. 

Significant but unsuccessful attemptR were made by Club members 
to traverse the Sargent Icefield, in March and to ascend the unclimbed 
north ridge of Mt. Sargeant Robinson (10,600') in August. The Club 
continued its function as a clearinghouse of Alaskan climbing informatit 
by reporting, in addition to Club climbs, the first recorded ascent 
of the highest point in the Sargent Icefield, Peak 6115', on 
March 10, 1974 by the Woelkers-Moore party. No formal mountaineering 
scho"lls were held by the Club this year, but assistance was rendered 
to local high schools undertaking climbing instruction. Club 
members were also active participants in Alaska Rescue Group search 
and recovery missions, assisting in two avalanche operations and tVIo 
downed-aircraft recovery attempts. 

The Club's Hiking Committee had an active ~/ear, cmrnpleting a· 
successful Chilkoot Pass trip as the prelude to more ambitious plans 
fnr hiking-climbing treks in 1975 to Katmai National Monument and 
the Arctic National Wildlife Range. And the Clu~ indirectly entered 
the political arena in a b.t:-:; ways lone;-time Club member and supporter 
Lowell Thomas~ J·ro was c:lec·;.od Lieutenant-Governor of .Alaska. 
Despite the sad moments of 1974, t!Jt9 future.of the Club, and of 
climbing in the state of Alaska, promises ·to be both active and rewardil: 
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HOEMAN LIBRARY •••• The Board decided to recommend to Mrs. Kufel 
and Miss Neiman, the heirs of Grace Hoeman, that the Hoeman Library 
be moved to the home of Brian Okonek, 3003 Kerry Circle, Anchorage. 
Brian's home had been strongly recommended to ~he Board by Dave Johnsto. 
and Chuck Pease, who knew the Hoemans well and who both believe that 

a c·onscientious, "homey" atmosphere is a better place for the books 
than the more formal and less certain location of AMU or UAA. 

FERN MINE •• ,,,The following post card was sent to Dona Agosti from 
John Nevin,, •• ,,"You said to let you know how Fern Mine was. I finally 
prodded myself to go and started skiing back in from Independence Mine 
Rd, at 11 am, Got to the mine but had no idea where the cabin was, 
Another group said it was about 2-3 miles further, lVly map said that 
was impossible but it was 2a30, Gloomy day made the trak hard to find, 
Also wearing wrong wax'.made skiing up hill virtually impossible, 
Reached the overcrowded cabin. Put my tent up in the dark, Not enough 
tent pegs-3 out of 81!Thank goodness no wind, But we had a fluffy 
night--shoveled my tent out a couple times in my pajamas, Tent 
sagged, night dragged, Socked in next day, Skiing out was an 
experience, 95% whiteout conditions-trail covered, couldn't see 
it even fresh, Fell many times, Took 3 hrs, to get out. Guess 
it was because I'm a hiker,not a climber • Not a bad trip but 
not a great one," 

MCA ICE AXE NO. lO~••~••Brian Okonek found MCA Ice Axe No, 10 
on Bryon Peak. The axe had last been used by Ruth and Barry Kircher 
in the summer of 1971 when they had their ill-fated experience 
with the bear, It will be retired from the rental collection and 
placed with the Club's memorabilia, 

---· 
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APR:Il 
r~te Plac I leader 

sat Palmer C·reeik !Jllley Gf1 Todd 
!)r Slk1l Tour· 279-1194 I . 

, ~un 
L 
Lynx Creek Ski Tour Tom Meadwn 

~1 3 277-21291 
Sat B~flrd.seye Ridge Bobr c·ad 1i,eux 

I J9 "Snow Hilke6 2'79-'1143, 
· ""'!' -· 
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~t '"azy Mou1nta f n Hilke f,orw .& 18ett;y 
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HI I G-SK I lG SC EOU E 

1975 

FEBRUARY' 

I I!Ja ·~e IPL.:e Le del" 
I 

~ 

1 I 
I 

I 

Eagle Ski Tour I 
Uona SUI'Il A:her 

-9 Aq,osti 
-

s-t ~frk lUac t r Tour rd1c 
I HJ 1 (Bus), '(Ron~ ·weekend) 

Sat ld i tarod ·rra I 1 Tour Nordic 
22: (!Bus·) 

I I 

fQY 

-~te IP~ IIC:t J .!Leader 

~un ~1 ne:r ~or Gllac1'er Creek Nancy 
4 (783-4435) Si e.n~an 

I 
I 

10-11 

I 

~t/Sur Reed La lies Sbawn Oxf1ordl 
17 .. ~8 Skt Tou~ 279-3283 

~at/Surr , i~d 1na t.ake ~ohn ev1n1 
24-26 Ski ar· Hike 822 .. :J2;f01 

HARtH -
Date - fll,te ~~ Leder 

s·t Port g G' acter ,ftof'd c 
11 Sear Ya 11 ey· Ski Tour 

Sat ·Grandv·1,ew s.k i 1 ng N'ordi 
8 (Y ffi,a trra 1 n) I 

iSat/Sun .A ret t~c to [ncU.ao ord t·c: 
1 1s ... u Sk't Tour 

122-23 Fef\n H1ne Sid Tour· Nonhc 

29~30- .ArcUc Van _ to' n~1n Stivers 
~~1 ·~~-2 CUrdwood 27'1.,.2869 

~ 

JUNE: 

bate Place t~ad~r 

lsJt/S un1 Bench Lake Ca.b1 n II 
l.l ,,_ .196!t 
Ltbby-

~rl -1 ou1t Johnson ILake. trai fl 'tton 
.-

~it/Sun1 Chkkalooi'it-Kni k- es. Ho e 
7-8. Ne·lchina-Pur~nton c.r. 74(6~4.3411 

-

5l:t/Sun Bo11d Pek 1h1te . nd Ul ~ s: tY t5 
m4-1S c11itib. ·--271~:2Jlf.iql 

~1-22 ,I".LAT lDP SLEEPOUIT rres i den1t K . 
.. -. I~ .-- -~ 

~!lium Peters tr ek to Bel ~en I Gay1 
Ha'ngingl Valley ,, ~ - ~er - 1,~ ~~ . ,-

e 



JULY. 

O'ate Place Leader 
Fri-Sat Squaw Creek-Belanger Leo 
Sun. Pass (Hike No. 49) Hannan 
4-5-6 277-4748 

Blll 
Sat Mt. Vigor Stivers 
12 (Revival NCA cl~_~sic) 277-2869 
Sat/Thurs Katmai Nat'l Monument Dona 
19-24 (Fly King Salmon-Bks. Agosti 

_tl09 R/T,Bus $12.) 279-2901 
sat~ Sun Reed Lakes 
26-27 Overnight Lower Lake 

OCTOBER 
Date Place Leader ·-· 

Sat · To be announced) 
4 .: dependent on ~eather 

11-12 To be announced 

18-19 

25-26 

NOTE TO ALL LEADERS: 

MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA 

HIKING-SKIING SCHEDULE 
1975 

AUGUST. 

Date Place 't.eader 
2:-- ? Arctic Wildlife Range Bill 
(Tent.) (Fly Fbks-Barter Is. Quirk 

$127 RT,Chtr to Rnge) 

~at/Sun 
Raj· 

Peters Hi 11 s Bhargava 
9-10 (New route) 279-9185 
Sat/Sun\ Lost Lake via prop. Terry 
16-17 FS rt. In at Primros Rees 

b_ndg,o_~_t M. 5.1 274-9127 
Sat~ Sun Kachemak Bay-Homer Dona 
23-24 Halibut Cove/Glacier Agosti 

area 279-2901 

NOVEMBER 
Date Place Leader 

Sat/Sun To be coordinated 
1-2 with Nordic Ski Club 

~---

8-9 II 

15-16 II 

20-21 II 

29-30 

Your Hiking Chairman would be most grateful for your help in finding a substitute 
leader if you find .YOU are unavailable on your scheduled date. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Date Place t..eader 
Aug 30-3 McCarthy-Nicholai Tom& Jane 
Sep 1 Ridge(Chitina Rd. Meacham 

now open most cars) 277-2129 
277-4038 

Sat Glen Alps to Indian Terry,Joyce 
6 via Indian Creek Muehlenbach 
Sat Thunderbird Falls Eiven 
13 Mt. Eklutna Brudi e 

344-2261. 
sun Che.ster Creek -
21 headwaters (Plateau, 

. vi a 11 Wil son route 11 

Sat Gull Rock & new FS 
27 i trail if comoleted 

··-
DEC_EMBER 
Place 

.-..... -

Date '""eader 

Sat/Sun To be coordinated 
6-7 with Nordic Ski Club 

Sat/Sun II 

15-16 -

20-21 ANNUAL FLAT TOP President o1 
SLEEP OUT MCA -

27-28 


