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MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA BOX 2017 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510

MAY 1974 VOL. 17, No. 5

MAY MLETING,... 'ednesday, Fay 15...Fioneer Schoolhouse,..3rd & Lagle...
(upstairs)...8:00 P.k,{on time please; no grand entrances)...will have
regular schedule of slide shows, meeting, and refreshments, although
no information is available on shows.

CLLBING SURLDULS

Leaders are needed for the indicated climbs. Contact John Finamont at
279-7862 to volunteer or let me know of any particular climbs you
“would lead and we will get them'in the schedule,

Our last climb of Goat Hock was a success with 8 climbers reaching the
top. They were leader Scott kueller, with John fucha, Vaughn hoeffler,
Ed Coleman, Bob Shipley, Barry kirscher, Gil Todd, and John Finawont.
A writeup may appear in a future issue. :

JUNL 1 SUICIDE PKS. keet at Valu mart at 8:00 AM. Leader needed or
will be elected from those Siowlng up.

JUKL 8 PLEGUIN Fkh. Start and finish at the Bird house, keet at 9:00 aAn
_at Valu lart. Regoup at Bird house. lLeader needed. '

Jﬂgg 15 WATALUSKA PK. An exceptionally long day. kharly start. Leader
needed. .

Next climb coming up is EAST T'IN Fh. on kay 11; ldr. Joht Pinamont;
ph 279-7862; meet Valu Lart at B:00Ak,

HIKING SCHEDULE

MAY 11 GULL HGCK ldr. Ron lautaret; ph 277-9030; meet 7:00ix at Lber-
hards or Porcupine Campground, Hope at 9:00 Al. (note change in date)

" May 19 SKILAK OVERLOOK & ALNAI RIViK TRAIL hlhe weet at Hidden Lake
.. Campground on Skilak Rd. at 9:00 Akn; ldrs. John & Joanne kherrick;
ph 272-5243. (note date change) a

" MAY 25-27 HICKS CHLLK-CARIBOU CHLLA RIKL - BACKPACATHG Ldr. Jerry
GOTTEERULT; meet at Valu iart at 7:00 As Saturday.

q.,ﬁI‘.‘L 8-9 Bench Lake Cabin Ldrs. Bill Stivers, Dona Agdsti, and Bill
,Barnes, i
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It all began during the infenous .uskulana Clackr washout o
mer, During one of the several 30-second clear periods we cau
1 glimpse of a monster white mountain rearing its placier-clogged
read hirh above us. Faul the Carnicelli is reputed to have remarked,
"Let's climb it. Elackburn this sumier.” The imgrintacle replies were
drowned out by the ensuin; deluge of rain. ic¢ 2ver, the sced hau
been planted in m: urain ano there being coplous guuntities of water,
it soon jerminuted. Fercei. ng this us &n opportunity to ewuirically
determine if a frisbee will fly at 16,500 feet avove sealevel, I de=-
terrined to accept Fuul's oifer, JSeveral deys later at the viitina
saloon, I cormited myself teo the it. .lackburn ..x.ecition,

Back in ..nchoruere, Frul «nd I collected to,_ether several other

characters of ill-repute, i.,e. mounteers, and with {risvee in juch ve
he:ded back to iushulina country w«-tride twe V 's, scross otrellna
Creek 've jeeped the scuarebucked V & mile into the swawp that was the
Kuskulana Glac!er Fighway, =as 1 was standin, thi_h-d.ep in mud push-
ing the VW while being amplz sprayed by the mud-sling tires, 1 was
struck by the thought that if we waited until winter the svanp would
be covered by siow anv ‘re could ski-doo to the roads-end with ease,

I broached the ubject to the others, «nd they concurred, Leaving be-
hind & few wiscellaneous VW purts in the morass and Bill Brichley's
snow cave di;yping cement shovel, we limped bick to ~nchorape bypassing
the Chitina szaloon,

Since we had five months to orpanize, we waited until the last
two weeks to accomplish the serious prepuration wuna pecking. ofter

~much fruntic zctivity we finally declared ourselves ready and launched
the winter Llackburn xpedition, Our ceruvan of curs &nd snowmachines
left inchorage lute in the evenin; of iarch 1lst «n. we arrived in
Chitina &t sunrise, It was 22 deprees below zero as we loaded the
sleds with packs and pesr, and readied the to. ropes for tie skiers,
Ye reached lurpget Creek several hours after dark and &ll creshed after
many hours without sleep, Sixteen of the 35 ..iles frox Chitina were
unbroken snow which was slow going and hard work petting the snow_ces
unstuck,

The following day, starting at iidday, we skiea towin,_ sleds for
five hours, settingup camp in the middle of the ter.inal :oraine of
the kuskulana ;lacier, The 1li _kt snow stopped fulling «nd the mercury
plummeted. It was 25 degrees below zero whnen we prepered breahfust
the next morning, after breakfast ve bep.n the tedious tash of puck-
JAing up in the cold, e maniged nine hours ol shiin, that day. Jur
method was for one person to break trail «ithout his pack for & quar-
ter-mile stretch, and then return over the well-packed trail for his
pack, This technique alloved us to maintain & broken trail =s fast as
the locded people followin; could travel, 1t as also a relief to re=-
move the pack .every two nile &nd ski without it,

It was still 25 below zero when we pitched camp that night. The
imercury was roverin; cround the =30 cegree uurk the next worning.

Two of our menbers, faul Carnicelll «nd Leiry Tearick uiscove that
their equipment was inadequate for such te.perature extremes 4Lnc L=
cided to turn back, The remaining five= Art ard, Lon Fihlke, Gury
and Steve Tandy, and myself- continued on, Three da;s luter wa[gninu?
cont,
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the 8,900 feet pass between the Kuskulana and Kennecott glaciers, where
we hoped to receive our airdrops, e excavated a snow cave in the side
of a crevasse and constructed an igloo on the pass.gg From this point
uglrd we were to live exclusively in igloos much a our delight as
t were substantially warmer, ''e were also permanently above the
shadow of the Kuskulana vnllii walls and in the sun on clear days by
virtue of our route, the south and east ridge.

The next day, March 10th, we received Eﬁgﬂum‘“ of air mail from
Howard Knutsen with Art's dad a2s bombadier, arrived intact with
the exception of the pickets which buried themselves in the snow never

to be found.

Ye discussed strate that eveni and decided Oary and Steve
would move up to 11, t next day while Art, Don, and T relayed up
to 11,660 ft. theflfollowing day Art, Don and I would move up to
1l ft. while Gary and Steve would push the route up to 13,800 ft
and return to 11,000 ft that day. " =

amasingly enough, everything went according to plan and the even-
ing of March 12 found us all at 000 ft in two igloos at Camp I,

The steep exposed ridge and bargnuﬂr’und before Camp I had necessitated
the placing of 700 feet of fixed line and the route to Camp.ll.re-
quired the rest of our 1200 ft aup;fl - — -

That evening tho surora borealis put on a fantastic light show
that was visible from the entrance to the igleo., The temperature con-
tinued to remain in the -25 to ~30 degree range. OUn March 1jth we all
climbed up to 13,800 ft, tiptoeing ascross 8 hundred foot knife-edge to
reach our sive for Camp II, %e built a 4.2 man iploo, half on the
cornice and half on a sera¢ poised above the licnnlent.ti Ecerall. The
thermometer read =16 in the sun and -27 in the shade.

That night we spent a c¢rowded night sleeping sardine-wise in our
igloo, The 1l4th of March dawned with a rime-ice storm direct from the
Gulf of Alaska, %e amused ourcelves that day by building a two-man
addition to our igloo with an interconnecting entrance. Don and Steve
cut ice buckets to 14,000 feet, while Art danced a jig on the cornice
and I photographed the scatalogical glacler worms which had suddenly
nested near our campsite. OCary occupi imself HiWEﬂI
pursults, like tripping out on the view,

That evening we sacked out with clear skies and anticipated the
summit attempt tomorrow. however, I would be climbing without the
frisbee because I had left it behind in the rush of last minute pack=
ing in town. How unfortunate that I would not be able to observe the
serodynamics of the frisbee at the summit., hkow I will have to climb
another high mountain,

karch 15th began cold and clear. Starting at first light, we
climbed towards the summit-a feat that encompassed 3&.-111“ one way
with five miles above 16,000 feet. Vhen we reached east peak, the
summit was shrouded in & lenticular cloud and the wind was blowing to
30 mph, %We wondered through some rime hills and climbed the last stre
tch to the summit arriving in early afternoon., The summit was a 50
yard square flat area with an ice block :nnt-lin:lnﬁ a small banner of
red Japanese silk to mark the middle. The wind chill was couputed at
=80 degrees and time was short, so we beat a hasty retreat to Camp II,
arriving there as the last rays of the sun left. ‘e turned in after a

ada ] ™
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The following day we descended to Base Camp at the pass. The
next four days were spent a& the pass waiting out several snow and
wind storms. Art's dad flew a check flight during the one halfiﬂay
clear spell between storms and dropped us ice cream and cookies,

Three days of drudgery in skiing out in adhesive snow brought us
to Nugget Creek on the day of the vernal equinox, \le sunned ocurselves
in the warm spring air. Art's parents met us with snogoes and we ski=-
joured out to Chitina and civilization.

Condensed minutes - KCA general meeting, April 17, 1974

leeting was called to order by Fresident Eill Barnes Jr. S5lides of

winter climbs on Powerline Pass Pk. and "'est Twin Pk., and ski tour of

Portage Glacier were shown by Trent Swanson. "

Finutes as they appear in April Bcree were approved. o treasurer's

statement was available since Steve Jones is still on the North Slope.

John Pinamont outlined the climbing schedule with Goat hock scheduled

for April 20 and East Twin for kay 11, '

Dona Agosti, hiking chairman, reported that the Arctic Valley wo Crow

Fass ski tour and the “olverine tour were both successful. Dona also

asked that drivers who needed passengers for the /hitehorse - Chilkoot

Trail trip in July check in with her.

She also asked for volunteer leaders to assist Diane Brelsford and the

St. Mary's Creative Institute in their hike out program for junior
students this Summer. giadettmmem) ] ; e

John Finamont reported for Huts and Cabins Committee that “hiteout

Cabin and Pichler's Perch were in need of work and resupply. John's

group had occassion to spend six days in the cabin on & recent Eklutna

Traverse attempt. e o

Mike Richardson said plans for the climbing wall were progressing.

Tom Feacham reported on recent testimony before a Senate-house Com-

mittee on Hesources concerning the proposed Hatcher Pass hecreation

Area bill. lotion to approve the creation of this area as set forth

in the Senate Substitute Bill was made by kike hichardson, seccnded by

Leo Hannon, and unanimously approved after discussion. Tom meacham was

asked to send a wire stating the club's position to Tom Fink and Bob

Hartig(House of Hep.). Individual members were also urped to send Pub-

lic Opinion hessages supporting the bill.sm A—

Fembers were asked for a show of hands with respect to supporting the

Alaska Center for the Environment in the amount of approximately .60.

per year. Approved. -

Helen and Gayle Nienhueser showed some beautiful and informative slides

of their 1973 hut-hopping trip to Austrian Yugoslavia.

Meeting adjourned.
Dona Agosti, Secretary - iCA
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