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'WINTER BEGINNING CLIMBING SCHOOL (Cont. from February, 1973 issue)
FLATTOP, RENDEZVOUS PEAK 4005' Jan. 28 & Feb. 4, 1973 Dona Agosti

The hamegoing scene varied: slick-seaters glissading out of sight in seconds,
plodders up to their hips and an unusual refraction scene across the Inlet. The
Alaska Range had squared off to became a Bad Lands-Grand Canyon mirage. Then there
was Paul Carnicelli, who, having negligible results trying to slide ocut on a space
blanket, was last seen yelling "taxi" to a passing skier.

My apologies to you, Dona, for failing to put the end of your article in last
time--it was an oversight (did page 4 one day and page 5 another). Also, ny
apologies to you MCA members. At last the suspense is ended and I'm sure it is
nice to know that the end of Don's article wasn't censored. -Editor-

'ASCENTS OF DITLEKMA 6100' & YISBO 5950' Jan. 26-27, 1973 Bill Bames,Jr.

On the 26th of January, Sam Means and myself skied to the Club's Fern Mine
cabin 4000' in the Talkeetna Mountains. The skiing was quite pleasant as we had
broken trail into the cabin the week befcre in a weather-out attempt to cl:urb
these same peaks.

The next day we strapped climbing skins onto ocur skiis and headed up to the
"glacier” (a permanent snowfield?) above the cabin. Between the heavy snow and
problems with our climbers (later remedied with a couple pieces of rope) we spent
almost three hours gaining our first thousand feet of elevation. Once on the
glacier we picked up speed and found ourselves in the summit area an hour and a
half later. We roped for the short summit pitch as thz rock proved to be quit.:
slippery. We found a small register in a 35 mm film can left by Art Davidson and
Dave lfeyers in 1965 indicated that they had climbed the peak in three hours fram
the Snow Bird Mine cabin. No record of other climbs was found, but I suspect that
the lack of a pencil in the register had samething to do with it. We did not
leave cur names either. The aluminum film can has stood up well, but a larger
plastic bottle would be more suitable. Our route rounded the righthand side of
the rock autcrop (5500' and clearly indicated on the map, Anchorage D-6) two thirds
of the way up the glacier, and we climbed on skiis to within two hundred feet of
the sumit. Our descent was made with climbing skins as much due to ocur lack of
skiing skill as to the variable surface snow conditians.

The climbing the next day proved to be much casier since the route to Yisho
fram the cabin is the same for the first thousand feet as the route to Ditlekma.
Again, we climbed as far as possible on skiis before abandoning them in thigh-deep
snow about 700 feet below the summit. The snow changed tc hard pack within a few
hundred feet, and we made rapid progress to the summit where we again protected
the summit pitch due to the icy moss. The register was found in a small plastic
bottle (with pencil) and indicated that the peak had only been climbed twice before.
We had fine weather as we had had the day before.

thile we were pleasad tc have climbed Yisbo, this peak was really a by-product
of ocur trail breaking, which we had hoped would make an attempt cn Higher Spire
and possibly Lower Tower feasible the next day. However, high winds, snow and
white-cut conditions above 5,500 feet forced us to abandon that project the next
day.

I believe that Yisbo and Ditlekma were both first winter ascents.
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"Another Statistic in the Potential Outside Influence on Alaska Mountainsering™

"Just fifteen years ago a DC/C airliner inbound from Tokyo landed at Anchorage
Intermnational Airport. Wlmﬁmlﬁmitmﬁflﬂiﬂhm-
The flight was historic: It marked the opening of a new Asia-Earope air
route over the shorter polar rogte. But even more it marked the beginning for
Alaska of a pronoancad new acoent on intemational air traffic. . . .

“That first flight was made by Scandinavian Airlines System and SAS is still among

the leaders on the polar route. But in the years since that flight SAS has been
joined by nearly a dosen other intermational airlines that now offer service
through and from Alaska to Eurcpe and/or the Far East. And it was not until later
years that the intermationals received rights to discharge and board passengers
m"il

"The third airline in the Alaska-Orient service is the first foreign airline to
receive traffic rights for this route and a relative neweomer to the state——Japan

F
1

been using Anchorace as a refueling and service stop since 1961 but anly
passenger rights between Tokyo and Anchorage in 1972. In its relatively
period of operation in Alaska JAL has becom the state's most important inter-
national carrier. It now has 65 flights a week touching down at Anchorage Inter-
mtiﬂﬂl-lll

“But the main portion of the international picture is taken up by those carriars
offering service between Alaska and Burope or the Far East. And the question is
what do they contribute to the state.

Japen Alr Lines furnishes a good example. In its most recent fiscal year (end-

)

§

ing March 31, 1972) it carried 2 total of 98,497 possengers through Anchorage. All
of these pessengers, of course, had the right to make brief stopovers in Alaska
while en route. . . .

"This past year an estimated 4,000 Jzpanese visited in Alasks and of that amount

:
s

Jil-sponsored tourists. This tiny trickle is expected to grow into
mighty stream of visitors within the next fow years.
"Tonao Senda, JAL vice president for the Americas, put it this way in a speech at

*'We foresee thousands of tourists coming in the future—to ski, hnt, climb your
mamtains—in short, to enjoy your spectacular scenery and wide variety of recre-
ational activities.

"'If you ever heve seen the crowded ski slopes of Japen, you will realize how
grezt the potential is for attracting these snow fans to Alaska, Jezpanese may like
to travel in groups, but in the snow country, we like to have more room between.
It rarely exists in Japan, but you have plenty of roam in Alaska.'

"One elemont which is expectad to speed this incressad flow of tourists from
Japan is the newly approved lowrzte triangle fare for groups of Japanese flying be-
tween Tokyo, Honolulu and Jinchorage. Worked out between JiL and Westemn Jirlines,
the triangle is also available to the Japanese over Pan American and Northwest
Orient.”

=The nbove exoerpts are from “International Adirlines Play Bigger Role in State
sviation™ by Robert G. Knox in ALASKG. INDUSTRY, Jamuary, 1973, pp. 31 - 2 & 44.

i

The following is an interesting item from DESCENT—Newsletter of Alaska Alpine Club
in Fairbanks, Oct-Now., 1972:

"The following is a draft of 2 joint AAC - BIM - Alyeska Press Release. It is
still under review, subject to change. It is released first to you, members of
A for your infuomation.
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DRAFT
PRESS RELEASE - 2AC - BIM - ALYESKA

"A small and samewhat unusual chapter in the history of conservation was con-
cluded this fall as the Bureau of Land Managament announced an accamodation (sic)
between the alaska Alpine Club (JAC) and the ilyeska Pipeline Company. At issue
for the past three years has been the utilization of sane acreage near a small lime-
stone outcrop at 39 mile Elliot Highway, known locally as Grapefruit Rocks. The
~AC and other recreationalists have used the site for many years for hiking, camping
and rock climbing and became worried abcut the future of the site when Alyeska re-
leased plans showing that their pipeline aligmment called for a pumping station in
a saddle between several of the cutcrops. Following same early correspondence and
two meetings between ilyeska and the AAC, with representatives of the BIM in at-
tendance, it became clear that there was a ceonflict of interest between the recre-
aticnalists and the pipeline builders.

“"The unusual element of this conflict was the manner in which it was resolved.
The AAC made it clear at the outset that it wished to solve the prablem by discus-
sion rather than confrontation. The BLM accepted the challenge and the cpportunity
tc show that government could beneficially mediate a conflict between conservation-
ists and developers in the context of the newly evolving envircmmental awareriess.
In the months that followed many alternatives were considered in great detail by
all three parties. These alternatives ranged fram relocation of the pumping sta-
tion to accamodaticn of both uses at Grapefruit Rocks to lccation of a new rock
climbing area. The problam was that the site had unique qualities which made it
ideally suited for beth uses, but it was evident that the recreational values
would be adversely affected by the presence of the pumping staticn. After many pre-
posals and counterproposals were made and rejected a compramise site for the pump-
ing staticn was agreed upcn which is scveral miles north of the cutcrops and had
slightly worse foundaticn qualities but a better pesiticn relative to the pipeline
alignment. The new site can be visually sielded fram the cutcrcp area and will
allow camping in the saddle to continue as befcre.

“Alyeska demonstrated good faith with the ccnservationists by expending a signif-
icant amount cf time and money in technical consideration cf alternate sites for
the pumping station. The BLM provided a forum for the discussion and technical and
lcgistic support for the AAC's effort to identify and partially evaluate alternate
sites for both the pumping station and the recreaticn area. Altcgether the three
year effort is regarded by all sides as a good example of productive interacticn
between industry, government and the public."

BYOBU WALL, JAPAN July 16-18, 1972 . Ned Wm. Lewis

Wa (party of 3) spent cne day waiting for it to stcp raining, eating and drinking
luxuriantly. On the 17th, we did the major face, 600', 2, F6 (8 hrs.). There
were lots of flowers and little red bugs to be cbserwved while waiting £ .r the next

he 18th found us going up 2 crease on the left side of the wall that the Japa-
nese call a qully. It was 1100', F7 (13 hrs.). It reminded me cf storics I've
read abcut the Eiger, with all the rock fall ond no place to escape. & party im-
meciately zhead of us was forced to retreat when one of its members was struck end
injured by rock fzll.

'HODAKZ RENGE, JAPAN Jamary 2-9, 1973 Ned Wm. Lewis

Seven of us (Kansai Mountain Climbers Club) went into the Hodaka Range to at-
tempt 1 first winter ascent. As well as the successful climb, we also ate.well on
the food left by previous parties. The climb (1500' F7, A2) was covered with



5, 8, ks
R 3 iy mmm
8% ,m.m m“nm” k o
i il wm i
it i e il s
mmMm Mmmm w MWMMHmM mmm it
m mmm wm NMJ : mwmm MM mmm mm
i wm wmm mwm %WMMMmm.w 143 mmm
il hmmmwm m i 1y i
mmmmm ; MWM MM Mm mmwmﬂ mm
I s 1 g, B
mwm m mwm%mm m me wmw mumm
T s R
Bl il

it bl

mwm:m mm % m mmmm
Mmmmmmmm MMMM 3 mmwmm
w mﬂmem wmmmmmmmmm
mmummmmm i hmhmm
WMWMWWMM mmw wm mm
wmmmmum WMMﬁWWMM
T IMTLE
mmmm.mm mmmmthwmum
mmmmmmum mm : !
m%wm mm ﬁm m m n
sl T
Mmmm,mm mmmmmum HE
LithAaUy




b
SCREE —7- MARCH 1973

sumit ridge for the rest of us, but his toes chilled and the only way to warm thenl
was to move down.

Paul, Nellie and Tam finally reach the summit at 2:30 PM, with a magnificent 360°
view. Old footprints in the snow indicate a recent visitor, but the register does
not reveal his identity. Who was it? lewer canine footprints indicate a four-
legged visitor. Nellie thus did not make the first winter-doggie ascent, but only
the first winter-damestic doggie ascent. Same wandering coycte bagged the peak
before her!

Downing crampans for the quick trip down, with the dog sliding between our wide
downhill footprints, belayed by her leash and an improvised harness to Tam. Then
to the skis in foding daylight, meeting four "iron dogs" running withcut headlights
in the valley below. Outer-space appariticns, with their plexiglass-faced operators.
Back to the truck at dusk, to find a note fram MChers J hn and Carol Dennis who had
skied to the kase cf the peak during the day and had seen us higher cn the mountain.
A fine tine was had by 2ll!

- WHAT-SCREE~SAID-WAY -BACK-THEN-DEPT .

Five Years Ago - March, 1968 - Vin Hoeman reported a first winter ascent of Mt.
Williwaw; it was the fourth ascent of Mt. Williwaw. Bill Brbcock, Dud and Harxy
Bludworth, Karen Courtright, Dave DeVoe, Steve Shrader and Grace and Vin Hoeman
reached the summit. Dave Johnston wrote "MCC, Voice fram Antarctica (85° 46'S,
176°E)" in which he reported eight first ascents in the Antarctica. John Wclfe
wrote that a nice easy ane-day hike up into the hills is possible on the old rutting
road up the Rainbow Creek apprcach back of the suicides.

Ten Years Ago - March, 1973 - Llcyd Morris reported wonderful glissading on Helga
tlountain. Le stated, "A nice walk up, 3300 ft. up." and “The main hill should be
fun this summer toc, with 2 beautiful view.™ Shepr (1. Prescott reported on ™A
Day in the Deep Powder Snow' or ‘CObservaticns by a Four-Footed MCA'er)" The day
at Independence Mine was tcld through the eyes of Isokluk "with a push cn the paw
by Shepa M. Prescctt."




