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FEBRARY MEETDIG...Thursiday, Pebruary 15, 1973...8:00 PM.. Enﬂalmnli{tﬂgh
Mﬂmh..-ﬂmrﬂm John Dennis mkﬂﬁ#ﬂﬂr&t&r-.ﬂmm

CLIMBING & HIKING SCHE DULE

18 BARD PERK 3850450 Everyone has seen Bard Peak from Portage

y been climbed once. So let's get a big party together and’go
e:linbit. Sthmiﬂ:ﬂunrmﬂmmﬂd.aaﬂnn mmmm+333-?m
and Larry Swansen WORK PH: 277-4210.

Sunday, Pebruary 25 MP'. ALFENGLOW 4850450 lrﬂ.ghpnintm'nmﬂgninhm.ut
SOMELS: Tedf Bope. Bring skis with skins or snowshoes. Lone one-day climb so
good physical condition is assumed. :mmmﬂyammm-zﬂ-ﬂlﬂm
lmmati‘?s-sﬂnal
March 4 GUNSIGHT MOUNTATN 6441 Very nice one~day hiking-climbing trip at
an tha Glenn Highway. Ekj.ﬂa:ﬂiklmarfastm For
: Art Ward HOME PH: 333-7870. U

March 11 MT. WILLIWRW 5445 E[ﬂghpnud:inﬂﬂﬂtﬂﬂ:agnukyhmﬂugadi
“Skis or, snowshoes required. m:mm}ﬂﬂﬂi-ﬂPJMinﬂ
W HOME PH: 272-0867 A X2

. March 18 BYRON PEAK 4650450 N.W. SUMMIT B_-,rmﬂamtralmrl:l-l:i.dgn ane
Tinest one-day seasonal climbs in the Anchorage vicinity. This is an :
MCA climb with same fantastic views, Bring:rmm,prmaﬂmmﬂa;npa

yau have one. Skis or fast snowshoes needed as well. " Iexder: Needaed.
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BUARD MEETIMNG=-March 5, 1963, 7:30 PM at Dona Agosti's home,
2324 Loussac [rive.

PRESIDENT'S FEN
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interesting sights or evens, ctj:stau.inplegmdﬂma Did you know,
a dog brokalarry Swenson's ski on a recent climb? Or that a
traversc of Ship Creek to Indian uncovered the prescnce of a real live wolf pack
in our own Chugach backyard? PRESIDENT'S PEN OONTIMUED QM PAGE 4 - -
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CONDENSED MINUTES OF THE MCA MEETING ON JAN. 18, 1973
The meeting was called to order by President Tam Meacham. Wendell Oderkirk,
Climbing Chairman, reported that the Jan. 28th climbing school, limited to 20 mem- -
bers, had been filled. He named the following instructors for the session: Bill
Bames, Gil Todd, Tam Meacham, Mike Richardson, Art Ward and Larry Swanson.
Barbara Winkley, Conservation Chairman, announced that a camittee meeting will
be held Wednesday, Jan. 24, at her home. Discussion to center on the Semidi Is-
lands Wildermness proposal. President Meacham stated that plans for the transla-
tion of 55 WAYS TO THE WILDERNESS IN SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA into Japanese were about
camplete, Joanne Merrick was canmended for her many years of service to MCA as
Bquipment Chairman. A volunteer is needed to take over the job; he must have
storage space for items such as ropes, tents, crampons, etc. It was moved by
Randy Renner, seconded by Doris Curtis and unanimously passed that MCA write to
BomxghMayorRodendcmsupportoflbbbenSmﬁclmadtoflnﬂlevacancymthe
Parks, Recreation and Open Space Advisory Board. Tom Mdacham stated that the =~
BrooksngeTmstnxﬁpapershadbeenexemtedbythevanderLaanstec. 29,
in Holland and that over @ periad of time between $10-20,000 may become available
tocaxryforwardHansVanderLaansoften-expxesseddesm for a Gates of the Arctic
National Park or Wilderness Area. MCA's Conservation Chairman will act as inter -
mediary between the MCA Board and the Trustees who have responsibility for admini-
stering the Trust. A motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed that MCA's
$2008roostangeFm1dbetransferredtotheTrust. 'Ihetrveasurerreported
$304 54 in checkmg and $157 97 in savings. - - '

Respectfully suhm:.tted, Dona Agost:., ‘Secretary
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The followmg is the write-up submi tted to Amencan Alpme Jou.mal for 1973
Jo.xmalbyPresz.dentTanMeadaam _ . e :

mml‘AIIEERIIG CiuB OF AIASKA The MCA in 1972 contmued its active program of
sponsoring and practicing the use of mountaineering skills, both in our "backyard"
Chugach Range and in the Talkeetnas, ‘/rangells and other challeuging-Alaskan
masmfs. The year began with several assaults by Club members on nearby summits
in“the Northwest Chugach, most o which have yet to register their first winter
ascent. Short daylight hours and unpredictable snow conditions did their best to
mﬂmtﬂehstofwmter—clmbeddmgachpeaks&mldmtbeenlargedthls
year.

Expedition-oriented Club menvers participated in a winter attempt on 13,176
Mt. Marcus Baker, highest of the Chugach, but were stalled at base camp by
freakish wirds and downed aircraft, Another MCA expedition launched the first
winter attempt of Mt. Foraker. but were turned back at 13,600' by massive cornices
and a shortage of fixed rope, returning to civilization after ninetten cold and
windy days on the peak. A summer attempt on Mt. McKinley by Club. members was
thwarted by the weather at 17,200, but a measure of light relief was ga.med by
their grandstand view of the antlcs of French ski ace Sylvain Saudan, and, upon
their descent, the collection of considerable booty discarded b’ the French
entourage. MCA members also tackled Mt. Drum in the Wrangells recordmg the
third ascent of that 12,010' peak.

- The MCA again orgamzed its popular series of clmbing schools; with its. g
wmterskills sdmoolinJamaxyarx:lltsextendedrockandmesdwolmlate o
summer, instructing approximately 25 begiming mauntaineers in each school. The'
Club's stake in the environment was examined in detail, and extensive testimony
was presented by the Club ard by individual members at public hearings on Chugach
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‘State Park and the proposed Kenai Moose Range Wilderness. The major non-climbing
event of the year was the long-awaited release of 55 WAYS TO THE WILDERNLCSS IN
SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA, authored by MCA members and published by the Club in conjunc-
tion with the Mountaineers of Seattle. This briskly-selling 160-page volume ex-
pards and replaces the popular 30 HIKES II7 ALASKA, published by the same groups in
1967 but long since out of print.

COWSZEZRVATIOWU CCAMLICNT

The Conservation Cammittee met at my house on Jamary 24, 1973. Despite the
fact of 20° below zero temperatures and a conflict with A.R.G., two M.C.A. members
showed up.

- We discussed the possibility of having a representative fram the U.S. Forest
Service on a program at 1.C.A. in the near future to infcrm us of their five-year
proposal for trail construction on the Kenai Peninsula and justification for the
mechanized methods currently used by them. We also discussed the possibility of
volunteering !M.C.A. services (if agreeable by the members) to the Forest Service to
brush cut one of their trails next summer. Could they still argue that it could be
done more cheaply by mechanized equipment?

Public Hearings on the Semidi Wilderness Proposal will be held in the Loussac
Library on February 20th at 7:00 p.m. The Semidi Proposal includes a small group
of islands located between Kodiak Island and the Alaska Peninsula.

A total of 43 species of birds has been identified on the islands including the
American bald eagle and 2 pairs of the endangered peregrine falcon. Total numbers
of birds are in the millions. Attendance of the hearings does not mean you have
to testify. Written testimony will be accepted by the Bureau of Sports Fisheries
and Wildlife, 813 D Street up until March 23, 1973. If you don't have time to
stop by Fish & Wildlife, a copy of the Wilderness Brochure will be mailed to you
on request at F & W Wilderness Studies at 265-4312 or contact me at 344-0458 for
additional information.

I might point cut that: :

1. For the exception of a few small island refuges totalling 50 thousand

~ acres in a state of 370 million acres, Alaska presently has no .

designated wilderness areas.

2. The Semidi refuge is cutside of the major petroleum prov1nces of
Alaska and has no known mineral deposits.

3. That less than 100 years ago east coast streams of the U.S. supported
salmon in quantities that Alaskan streams do today. Lock at
them now. '

4. The New York Times wrote on April 23, 1967, The wild places are
now seen not as an enemy but as a vanishing resource. As the neon
lights glare ever brighter and the miles of paved roads wind ever
onward, the chance to escape to the solitude of the roadless area,
and unspoiled forest or an untamed river, became ever more precious.”

- Barbara Winkley -

'WHAT-SCREE-SAID-V&.Y~-BACK-THEN DEPT.

Five Years Ago, February 1968 - Vin Hoeman reported he and Grace had reached the
highest sumit of Chimborazo 20,563'. He stated, "Nct many husband-wife teams
have reached such hecights." Frank Nosck, attorney, wrote on "Some Interesting
Legal Aspects of Mountaineering.” It included a discussion of “Club Liability,

Assuming the Risks, Cbeying the Ieader, Rescue, Death on the Mountain, Products
Liability, and Randan Notes."
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‘Ten Years Ago, February, 1963 - Ted Shohl reported the first successful winter
climb of O'Malley Peak on Jamuary 26, 1963. Rod Wilson; Dave and Don DeVoe; Don's
friend, Steve; Kim Degenhardt, Dale Hagen and Ted Shohl made it to the top. Walt
Coin developed equipment difficulties ard returned to base. A climb up the rocks
alongside Portage Glacier was attempted by Dale Hagen. Due to winter snow and ice
he turned back at about four hundred feet which was well above the glacier.

PRESIDENT'S PEN ( CONT. from Page 1)

Perhaps you will see these accounts in this issue of SCREE, or in a later issue.
But altogether too many of these funny or interesting or exciting anecdotes and
accounts are lost because nocne took the time to tell others about them through
SCREE. Our back issues are now bound in two volumes and offer a fascinating insight
into cutdoor activities in Anchorage and Alaska 15 years ago. This issue of SCREE
can do the same twenty or fifty years from now. The University of Alaska histcrical~
library has expressed an interest in our old files, records and newsletters, as
a reflection of life in Alaska and the people who are making the State what it is
today and what it will be tamcrrow. I think that MCA definitely has a contribution
to make in this regard.

When you do contribute a write-up to SCREE, please get it to Kathy Causton as
early as possible before the copy deadline. She has a difficult chore getting
everything typed when contributors wait until deadline day before handing in their
stories. The deadline is usually one or two days after the monthly Board meeting
which is held the first Mornday of each month. S0 contribute early and often!

- Tam Meacham -
'WINTER BEGINNING CLIMBING SCHOOL ‘January 28, 1973
FLATTOP, REMDEZVOUS PEAKX 4005° February 4, 1373 DO IGOSTI

Wendell Oderkirk's schcool was unexpectedly stretched to two sessions, Part I on
January 28, more commonly known as the Flattop Wind Schocl and Part II, February 5,
which tock place on Rendezvous Peak. Those attending both sessions were Dona
ihgosti, Bill Brickley, Paul Carnicelli, Jerry Gottbehuet, Rick Huffman, Gerald
Kurtz, Terry Muehlenbach and Mike Sawada. Tony Bell, Carcl and Warren Cotts,
Charles and Paul Evans and John Mucha were present at the first session. Instruc-
tors in addition to Wendell were Barry Kircher, Tom Meacham, Gil Todd, Mike
Richardsan and art Ward. , v

There was notable contrest between the cold stillness at Carr's Parking Lot
January 29th and the 60-mph gusts which greeted the group on Flattop. When the
scene took an the eppearance of the business end of a bowling alley, Wendell turned
the group around, with instructicns to came back next week.

Park II was worth waiting for. Bright sunshine and 15-degree weather welcomed
the gang at Arctic Valley. However, there was some indication the first class
shculd have covered commnicaticn skills, because Tom Meacham's carload failed to
get th. word and ended up at Flattcp. This error was eventually corrected, and
they joined the crowd on Rendezvous Peak in time for lunch. Conditicns were ideal
for practicing use of crampons and ice axe arrest. Next Wendell escorted the entire
class atop a cornice and explained how to probe for e body in an avalanche. It must
have been a sturdy ccrnice, because it withstood the assaults of four belaying
teams, not the least humcrous of which was Dona Agosti dangling on 2 slab minus
one crampon. st that point, Tom Meadhiem firmly instructed that the rope was for
protection not for climbing, but Paul Carnicelli on belay noticed unusual rope
tnesion for *he next 30 seconds. The hamegoing scene was varied: slidi-seaters
glissading cut of sight in seconds, plodde.rs up to their hips, and an ual

(p\‘}mv N‘ MN‘ f“Jl’3
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'HOW TO FREEZE YOUR TOES - A CAUTIONARY TALE by William A. Barnes, Sr.

On Saturday, January 13, 1973, I went to the house of Dave and Carol DeVoe to
go on the snow cave exercise of the Nordic Ski Club. In my LaFama rucksack I had
a McKinley 3 1/2 lb. down bag, a Holubar down parka, down bootees, extra sax, a
gasoline stove and cocking pots. I did not have canvas mukluks and this is the
main reason I now have a swollen black toe.

Dave ard I, and Sharon DeVoe and two of her teenage friends drove down to Turn-
again Pass in the big Chevrolet van. We parked at Turnagain and ascended the hills
on skis to find enough snow for a snow cave. We found snow about six feet deep and
Dave and I started on our cave and the three girls worked on theirs. We found that
we only had enough snow to make two sleeping cnambers and in the mid-afternoon we
had to expand our digging as the girls' cave had fallen in on them. The main ob-
jections that I now have to snow caves is that you will get yourself covered with
snow while digging and you will get wet. By the time the snow cave was camplete
andOFthe dinner had been heated, the moon was ocut and the temperature had fallen to
-15°F.

I put on my down bootzes and put my damp clothes in the bag with me. The plas-.
tic pad underneath certainly didn't prevent the loss of heat where your weight
pressed against it. I wore a pair of Harris Tweed pants and put these under my
rear which helped. But the snow cave dripped moisture fram our breath. However,

I was reasonably snug through the night.

Morning came with a brilliant sun and bright blue sky and the temperature -17°.
I got cut of the bag and put on wool socks and my frozen ski boots and went cut to
offer ineffectual assistance to Dave who was trying to get same heat out of the
gasoline stove. Dave had on canvas mukluks whether with down socks I do not know.
But certainly the right cambination for moving around camp would be mukluks with
felt innersoles and heavy wool socks or down boots. It was during this time that
circulation in my feet slowed down and the damage was done. If I had immediatcly
skied down, I would have avoided freezing. The three qgirls stayed in the snow
cave in their sleeping bags and only one of them had minor frostbite although they
had no mukluks.

We skied down and I had an enjoyable run because by this time there was no
feeling in the feet. We drove back and I sat in the front, and I took off my socks
and thawed ocut. Later, I found out that I did the right thing by warming my feet
in a temperature of about 100° by the heater outlet. (See the monogreph by William
Mills, MD of Anchorage on freezing.)

On Tuesday I went to see Dr. Mills at the Emergency Ward of Providence. I was
told to stay off my feet and use a Jacuzzi bath. For same reason the damage to the
right great toe was mich more severe than to the left. Dr. Mills told me that
infection was the great danger.

The right toe developed enormous blisters (blebs) on the tip and the top of the
toe behind the nail. By the 22nd one of the blisters had brcken and the other
was draining and I was back on ry feet and able to move around with moderate dis-
occmfort. Probably no permanent damage was done althouch I am told that the injured
pirts will be sensitive and susceptible to freezing.

If you are going to camp cut in weather below zero, be properly equipped with
mukluks and heavy sox or down bootees for the times around camp. Ski boots are
likely to restrict circulation. If you put on icy ski boots in the morning, they
will drain the heat out of your feet. If you are going to put on the boots get
moving right away on skis.

I am told that the use of old woolen socks over the ski boots helps kesp the
feet warm. Perhaps for an overnight ski tour in subzero weather, boots with in-
sulation should be used. Reqular ski boots are only shells usually with enough
roam for one pair of sox and this is not enough protection unless you are moving.
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Be careful when the weather is below zero. Injury can occur quickly and because
it is not very painful, it can heppen before ycu are aware that it is going on.

ASCENT OF TAKISHLA 5150 January 10, 1973 Bill Barnes, Jr.

The ninth of Jamuary saw Sam Means and myself packing up the ncrth side of the
north fork of Campbell Creek. Carrying our skins and walking on a hard packed
snowmcbile track, we climbed above alder line by noon to find that the snow cover
was nonexistent further up the valley. Nonetheless, we skied over the tundra to
reach the southwest ridge of Takishla by two in the afterncon at which time we de-
cided to make a summit attempt. By three forty-five we had reached a point within
about three cor founr hundred feet of the summit, but the fading light and cur
discretian forced us to turn back. Camp was made in the dark under clear skies
while Anchorage sat in the fog. We had a good laugh.

The next morning found us on the summit ridge by noon (We slept in.). As it
turned out, we spent another hour climbing the gendarmes along the ridge locking
for the summit. We finally found the remains of a register in an old Borden's
Buns can on the last gendarm (of course).

The morming of the eleventh found us pushing up the valley towards Mt. Williwaw.
After a couple hours of pretty heavy going, we tock note of our progress and de-
cided that we would not be in a position to attempt Williwaw the next day. After
same cussing and rechecking the map several times, we turned back vowing to give
ourselves more margin for error next time.

A small amount of research and same checking with Bob Spurr and Red Wilscn in-
dicates that ocur ascent of Takishla was a first winter ascent.

BITS & PIECES

THANK YOU, Bcb Spurr for campiling the Index for Volume 15 - 1972 SCREEs. We ap-
preciate all your work and effort.

‘On January 28, 1973, Mt. Eklutna was climbed by Charles Rigden, Wayne Cotes,
John Pinamart, Larry Swansen and four dogs.

LOST & FOUND: One windbrecker at the November MCA meeting. Size large.
If it is yours, identify it by brand name, color and articles in
pockets to Morie Lundstram (272-0858) and arrange tc pick it up.

ANNOUNCEMENT: On February 20, 1963 at 7:30 P:l at Dimond High School's Little
Theater, there will b a presentation covering the establishment
of an Outward Bound program in Alasia. All are welcame to attend.



