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OCTOBER MEETING...Thursday, October 18, 1973...8:00 PM ..Centra] Junlor
High Multipurpose Room...MINI-SLIDE presentat1on by Barbara Winkley
of slides of Salmon River, a wild river candidate...Business Mecting
includino election of officers...Refreshments...MAIN PROGRAM: Ludwiv-
Ferche's movics of ski- mounta1neer1ng by a1ro1ane and heliconter in
the Bugaboos, the wranap11s and the Chugach--powder skiing at its best!

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE OF THE MCA BOARD HAS MOMINATED THE FOLLOWING
PEOPLE FOR 1973-74 OFFICES AND BOARD POSITIONS:

Bill Barnes, Jr. President

Gil Todd Vice President

Dona Agosti Secrotary

Steve Jones Treasurer

Tom Meacham 2-year Board term
s C Bill Stivers 2-year Board term

Joanne Merrick 1-year Board term

“(unexpired 2-year term vacatod
by Wendell Oderkirk).

OTHER NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM THE FLOOR AT THE OCTOBER MEET.
ING BEFORE THE ELECTION IS HELD.

PRESIDEMNT'S PEN

It is difficult to believe that a year has passcd since the 1972-73
Clubt officers were electad. Unfortunately, not every plan which I had
for the Club was carricd to completion. In fact, some plans didn't go
beyond the talking stage. We did get a fledgling backpacking program
underway last summer, under the dircction of Bill Barnes, Sr. e did
continue our winter and summer mountainecring schools, though the lack
of volunteer dnstructors placed an unreasonable burden on the leaders
of these schools. -And we did continue the monthly meetings with a
variety of slide shows by Club members and quests.

But the Huts and Cabins and Geographic MNames Committces remained
dormant, and we experienced a real decline in our Club-sponsoraed hikes
and climbs. I fecl that our MCA hikcs, one-day climbs and overnight
trips are vital to the Club because they offer the only mcans for a .
new momber to learn the terrain and mect othér Club members. We don't
PRESIDENT'S PEN IS CONTINUED 0! PAGE 6 ’ - ~

ATTENTION' B-0.ARD MEET I N G--Last ycar's officors and new
officers (and board membeors)...Tuesday, November 6, 7:30 PM.at Tom
Mcacham's, 1410 H Street. _ S
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RE: HIGH ALTITUDE RESCUE MISSIONS

The following is a direct quote of the comnlete lettar sent by Lt. Gen.
James C. Sherrill, Commander in Chief, USAF, to Senator Ted Stevens.
Senator Stevens sent a copy of the letter to President Tom Meacham

for information and stated that he would welgome any comments on the-
matter. '

"Last summer the Rescue Coordination Center was requested and re-
sponded to seven high altitude rescue missions, pnrincipally to Mt.
McKinley. This exceeds by one the total recuests of the summers of
70 and 71. One rescue at an altitude of 17,3"r" feet on Mt. McKinley
was attemnted by a military helicopter but failed and the injured
climber was evacuated by a civilian Alouette III.

"High altitude helicopter oprrations pose a special challenge to

v s in the Alaskan Command. The natural humapjtarian instincts to helo
"8 nust be carefully ba™nced against the risk Tnherent in committing an
aircrew and helicopter to the extreme limits of their operational
canability. With this in mind, and kased on the recommendations of
Charlie Gettys and Don Smith, I directed the Rescue Coordination Center
to refer srecifically all requests for helicopter operations above
i 10,000 feet MSL to the commander of the service to which the helicopter
is assigned.
"During the past year officers in tha Rescue Coordination Center
have met wiih members of the National Park Service. As a result of
. these meetinas the National Park Service has aoreed to accept respons-
ibility for initiating all mountain rescue attempts within the park.
If the rescrnz operations require a helicopter, Park Service personnel
will contact* commercial resources and arrange for the recovery. If
suitable cormercial equipment is not available, the Park Service may
request miilitary assistance to include a helicopter and a HC-132 for
communicatisn relay and weather reconnaissance,
"This procedure is in line with the general rescue policy that
. military assets should not be used to compete with available State
Wt or commercial services. I will continue, of course, to respond to all
requests for rescue assistance when the military resources are more
timely or effective.

"I hope this background data will be useful in response to aueries

that may be made to your office."

o

REFLECTIONS AT SITE OF MIGHTY MCKINLEY

BY Raymond E. Naddy
: of the Chugach National Foresi,Staff e
() ey

"The other evening while near YWonder Lake in McKinley National Park
we had the occas1on to see McKinley at what must have been its specc-
tacular best.

“The clouds of the afternoon had 11ft9d The sky was generally
clear, The shadows of twiliaght had chased the last hit of brillance
out across the red and gold tundra. A small herd of caribou drifted
across the tundra in the direction of where the sun disappeared until
they too, disappeared in the darkenino shadows. And whero the thick
mass of clouds had been in the afternoon stood a fantastic
mountain . . . McKinley.

"Tha spectatle was not without its audience. Those fortunate people
who happened to be at Wonder Lake (to say nothing of those within the
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20N-mile or so eyeball range of the mountain) stopoed whatever they
were doina to look.

"While the sur was setting people moved toward a particularly fine
vantage point looking out across the tundra where the mountain, 27
miles away, dominated everything in sight.

“The sun set. The evening shadows crept up the mountain. The
people still sat there . . . the old and the young. The mountain
gradually faded into the darkness though there was no mistaking the
areat bulk of the mountain out there in the mellow Alaskan night.

And still the peonle sat . . . lookina off across the great expanse of
now darkened tundra at the Great One.

"The setting was somehow remindful of a creat cathedral full of wor-
shippers. It was as if they were trvina to absorb the sight. . . the
experience . . . into every cell of their bodies. And, indeed, I'm
sure it was an experience that will remain with us for a long time.

"Too often we are in a hurry to take the time to give ourselves a
break . . . time to just look and listen. Theore was no hurry at Wonder
Lake that night. Time juststcod still. The onlookers looked and they
listened. . . and they thouaht their own thoughts,

"Mt. McKinley is not noted for its cooperation. More often than not
McKinley is wrapped in clouds. One of the most frequent criticisms
tourists have of this area is that they never got to see McKinley.

“During the summer just past, we're told, the mountain was visible
from the park on fewer than 25 days. Thus, on one of those rare days
when the sky clears over McKinley and the mountain looms tig and
bright The mountain worshippers move to their places . . . and they
look and they listen and they think their own thoughts."

The above article is a dircct aquote of the complete article in THE
GREAT LANDER SHOPPING NEWS, Volume 5, Mumber 38, September 26, 1973,
Pace 22.

MT. MCKINLEY BACKCOUNTRY S BY "Steve W. Hackett
Seasonal Park Rahger

Mount McKinley National Park dominates an immense wild area of
Alaska. Within the 3,N030 square miles of the Mational Park are towerin
mountains, alrine alaciers and agentla rollina lowlands crossed by
milky rivers. In the valleys and along the foothills, wildlife is
abundant. Grizzly tear, caribou, Dall sheep, wolves and moose roam its
tundra. The Park is also a place for man, a nlace for hin to under-
stand and enjov.

The park is located at about the mid-point and culmination of the
fN0-mile arcuate Alaska Range. The Mount McKinely massif dominates
the scene. 1Its apex (20,320'), rises nearlv 3NN0' above its ncarest
rival, Mount Foraker, 17,400'. Twenty odd snow-laden peaks rise above
10,000' around their bases and in the immediatc arca. The Park em-
braces the north slopes of Mcunt McKinley, its surrounding peaks, head-
waters and northward flowing streams.

There are many unc11mbed, unattempted summits in the Park. Most
peaks over 17,000 feet require exncdition-tyre planning and are at
least one- or two-week endecavors. Yet there are clusters of summits
from 7,000' to 10,000' that remain unclimbed, unattempted, waiting to
be trekked upon.
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Hikinec and Sackoackino is not Tlimited to the main Alaska Range.
any miles and days of hikina can be enjoved in the adjacent foorhills
and the outside ranae. From the outside rance, the panoramic view of
the main range, twentv-thirty miltes to the south, is spectacular. The
thrill of sichtina a caribou bull or a white Dall ram or the skvline
with the Alaska Ranae in the backaround is an unforacttable siaht.

A variety of life-zones exist, stretching-from rivers and foreste?
hbottom lands, to wet and dry tundra of the lower slopes and hillsides
above timberline, to talus slopes of niaker HY1lls, to permanent snow
and ice cover of the neaks., _

¥ith the comnletion of t"e new Anchoraage-Fairbanks Hichway, casy
access is availakle to the Park for the first time. The Par% road is
clesed to general private vehicle travel beyond the end of the pavement
(Mile 14) at the Savace River entrance station. A free public trans-
nortation svstem utilizine tusses has been develened, Reasons for
initiating the publictransportation systom Was two-fold: 1) Heavy
volumes of traffic over t4hc craveled Park road have adverse offacts
urncn wildlife and diminish an orporturity te view wild animals in their
ratural habitat. 2) Acsthotic valuas, such as patural ard pioncer oncs
wculd ha lest i€ the road wrre altored to accommodate a laras volume
of traffic. The pressnt Par’ road lecads west, parralleling the Alaska
FRang2 and north of it. The 37-milc-lcna road is bound on the south by
the Alaska Runcoes and to the north by the Outside Ranae of 7000' mouns=
tains. The rublic transportation system is dcsioned to take visitors
to prime sconic and wildlife arcas wher~ they mav take time to enjoy
the Park, - ;

Hikinn in McKinley Part is differcnt in many respects than in our
other Mational Parks in the Lewer 48, There are few te no trails in
th> Park, walkina is donc on riverbheds, ridaes, and bepches. Silt-
laden rivers roar from ocutlcts at tho base of glaciers. Snow and ice
covered peaks at the river's source are ciavwt and ninc thousand footers
that rise from a 200N foot hich bhaso. These alacial streams meander,
depositine wide flat gravel bars. The rivers continuously channe their
coursz, shiftine against onc bank than movinn towards the other, Theyv
chanae their course almost daily. HMost of thcir water, excapt during
rain storms come from alaciecrs and srowfislds. As the dav passes the
nlacicrs discharaec olacial melt and the streams rise. 8y ~vening, an
casy fiord of the mornino bocemes a swirlina mass of silt and mud
colercd water, making crossino hazardous.

As a result of the increascd access and the availability of the fres
public transportztion throuoh the Park, backcountrv usc has increrascd
in snito of a lack of trails. Althouch dircct limitatior of hack-
country users is not envisioned bv the !Mational Park Scrvice for auite
some time, it is obvious that indirect controls (i.~., routine to un-
uscd arecas, tomporarily closina some locales to nrotect voung wildlife
and birds, and for safety nurnoscs, otc.) "ad to ko initiated and im-
nlementad,

A backcountry use nlan was initiated becausce therc are and will con-
tinuae to bec greater pressure for incrcasc usa of the Park, both in
varietv tynes of use and in aquantity. This necessitates the establish-
ment of backcountrv usc zones where tyrc and armount of usc can bhe
eventually administered on a dailv and direct basis. . :

Mount McKinley's btackcountry has boen defined as thosc areas onc-hal

e

mile away from and beyond the road. Mo backcountry campsites havc been

desinnated, since thare are virtuallv no trails to lcad to them. The



f campfires is discouranad for they burn up scarce wood supplies

eave unsightly fire rines.

1d1ife hatitat, in the form of nestino and dennine areas cannot

sturbed by human intrusfon durino particular times of the year.

necessary to close these zones temporarily at times.

ne adverse conditions that are faced bv hikers and backpackers

trekking in the Park are:

ravel across tundra and tussock is difficult; river crossinas can
be hazardous, since there are no trail bridoes, Mosouftoes are planti:
ful. There are no bhackcountry shelters. The best hikina routes are
llung river bars and on gravel ridges. Glacier and snowfield travel
cén be dangerous; hidden crevesses and thin snow bridoes are common.
¢. Grizzly bears with cubs and somctimes moosc with calves oresent
seecia’ hazards.
3. Fain is common and snow has been known to occur down to the 470N
ft. level in every month of the year. VYery 1ittle burnable firewood
fs availakle.

A hackcountry use booklet, "Hiking in Mount "cKinley,” is available
to all visitors. This frec brochure cutlines in dotail ouidelines for
the proper and safe use of the backcountryv. It cxplains any restric-
tions and triss to assist the visitor in a variety of ways.

A backcountry use permit 1s issued to the hi%ter or backpacker as
. §oon as he arrives at the Park. The Riley Creck Yisitor Orientation

Conter, located at the =ntrance of the Park, 1s the main issuing statie
Up-to-date information on currant weather, usc and accessibility can
be obtained there.

The backcountry usc permit serves scveral functions: It provides a
basis for accuratc rocording of usc density and locatfon: it will prowv
much needed input by the hiker to Relp proserve his cxpericnces and/or
fmprove them for those who follow. The permit has a scction for out-
Tinino the actual routc taken as opoosed to the intended route. Each
party is rcaguired to carry a backcountry use pormit with them and must
::E:: ?ut to a ranger station in porson immediately upon recturning froo

he trip.

Te maintain pristine conditions and to head off inappropriate uso,
the followine reoulations wore Inftiated:

1) MNo pets arc allowed in tho hackcountry (11r., off the roadway and/
or away from visitor dcveolopment arcas).

2) Mo cans or bottles of t:a non=-rousablc tyre will be allowed 1n the
backcountry.

3} Fircs and collection of wood are to bec discourancd.

4) Party sizc will cventually be limited in number per aroup.

Going bcyond the gdge of the road is to discover Mount McKinleoy
Mational Park. Therc 1s somethine for cvervonc--rraardless of aac,
abflity or motives, Hiking, backpactina and climbirn ~nablc a porson
to discover the arces beyond the edaes of the road, its topography,
wildl{ife, vegotation and wilderness secrots that are only revealed to
he who treks there.

MT. MCKINLEY MOUNTAIMEERING ACTIVITY

1970 - 19 pxpeditions gIE of which had some succrss)
124 ¢limbers (75 to 5. Summit)

1971 - 12 expeditions (9 of which were succeossful)
123 climbers (48 to 5. Summit)
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972 - 27 expeditions (14 success or partia vy succassful)
188 climbers (86 to S. or M. Summit)

8 emergencies: 3 injurics & 2 altitudc sicknesses required
evacuation; 3 fatalities during descent of S. face.

85 forcian climbers (45 percent of total number): 60 Japanese,
11 French, 7 German, 6 Swiss and 1 Spanish

3 expeditions on Mt. Foraker (14,790').14 climbers (unsuccessfu

1 axpedition on Mt. Russell (11,500'): € climbers to summit

1973 - 20 expeditions (151 climbers) have becn on the mountain: last
12 groups have put 104 on S. Summit. 4 expeditions (15 climber
are presently on McKinley: 3 parties on Muldrow and 1 on Wost
Buttress. Six oxpeditions (48 climbers) are scheduled during
the rest of the season, late July and Auqust.

Project Total (1973): 30 expneditions and 204 climbers
5 emergencies: 4 injuries and 1 altitude sickness required
evacuation--W. Buttress (2 climbers) and Muldrow (3 climbars)

2 expeditions scheduled on Mt. Foraker--
Italian group (16 c11mbers; Aucust 5th
Japanese aroup (2 climbers) July 23rd

Party of 2 (Keith Anderson & Ken Kleiner, Seward, Alaska)
climbed Mt. Silverthrone (13,270') on June 27th--second ascent
and expedition of six climbers scheduled to go in same area on

J .
uly 22nd --Steve Hackett--

PRESIDENT'S PEM CONTIMNUED FROM PAGE 1

neced a scheduled climb every weekend; one or two per month is

sufficient. But wc need them on a regular basis, with capable
volunteer leaders and a sign-up schecdule at each meeting. If this
club is to survive and grow, the club trips are mandatory.

Strange as it may seem, individual club members werc more active
this year in their own expeditions than in past ycars. There were
trips to Foraker, McKinley, Mt. Drum, Mt. Blackburn, the Northwest
Chugach, and the Yrangcllis. There wcre first ascents and new routes
were explered. The South Fork , Eagle River saw the most active
climbine summer in history.

But all this activity doesn't help the newcomer meet MCA members or
lcarn about our partof Alaska. This functitn is served bost by club
trips, if only lecaders would volunteer their services for one or
two days out of their climbing year. A strona trips chairman is also
needed to plan trip agendas and draw prospcctive leaders out of the
woodwork.

411 thinags change for the better next year? For the sake of the -
club, I certainly hope so. I urge each member to give full support to
to the new slate of officers elected at our next meeting. MWithout
the support of MCA members, the officers will be left with a hollow
shell instead of a formerly-thriving outing club.
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LOST LAKE TRAIL TO COOPER LAMDINMNG July ?7-3n, 1073 Ril11 Barnes, Sr.

This was done bv Bill Rarnes, Sr., Clav Munlev and Frea, a Morwea-
jan Elkhound. Ye left on Friday mornina, the 27th and drove down to
Seward and started tp.walk up the Lost Lave «trail about 1:37 in the™
afternoon. 'Ye took Clav's car to the end of the Russian Lake Trail
and left the car belonoina to Rill at the Lost Lake end where we started
The map reference here is Seward quadrarole, A7. UHe left from Section
12, Ye camped at the west end of Lost Lake about eiaht o'clock at
night: the map reference here is Seward R7, Section ¢, The rext morn-
ina, we aot un and were off on Sat., the 28th, We walked due wast from
Lost Lake to about Sectiecn 12 where Martin Creek is shown on the map.
Then we went north akout 4 miles to Section 25 and from there we turned
west again coverina Sections 26, 27 and 28 and moving to Section 17 on
Seward BS where vou will note a small lake, In examininc the map, I ses
that we probably werewin Section 20 in the 19%e up in the too of the
mountain. Me didn't arrive there until 10:n7% PY on the 28th so we nut
in a full 12-hour day of walkina. The walkina was rot difficult: we
were movina across alpine country and there was no krush., In lookina
at the map we had nlanned to come down from this lake, a distance of
3 1/2 or 4 miles and hit the Cooner Lake Trail which is shown as teing
only a relatively small distance awav. We aot off about 10:00 AM from
the camnsite and traversed across Sections 17, 18 and 13, hopina to hit

«+ the trail around Section 14 which apparentlv® On the map is ahout 3 1/”

i

miles. Me encountered deep stream cuts, fell into the alders, beat
our wav throuah the snruces and finally not to Cnoner Lave Trail after
atout 8 hours of bushwackina on what anpears to he a distance of orly
3 1/? miles on the man. And, at that, we had areat difficulty in find-
ina the trail because the veaetation on the mra doesn't seem to follow
the veaetation on the around. MWe decided to nush on to the cabin on
Unper Russian Lake and we walked that niaht until almost 17 o'clock.
This was the lonaast day's walkina that I thir% I've done since I've, .
been in Alaska and w#%ere on the move abtout 1% hours. He nut up the
tent in the rain at mMidniaht as the cabin was full of fire fiahters

as there had been a fire that burned some 3" acres on Upn2r Russian
Lake,

We had eaten verv little and in the mornina we nrenared some chile
and snaahetti and ate that and then moved onr down to the bhottom of
Lower Russian Trail a total of about 13 miles. fOn the map wa covered
about 4F miles, but it must have besn a 1ot mnra on the around.

The trin took us 4 days and we planned on only 3 but it is imprac-
tical to count on any cross-countryv work bteing done at anvthinc over
1 mile per hour. Both Clay and I would recompegnd this trin if vou haue
nlenty of time to do 9¥%¥. The country is beautiful and on the way out
of Russian River we saw 50N sheep.

ANNOUNCEMENT - - IMPORTANT AHMOUNCEMEMT: Chuaack State Park is holdina
a public hearina on snowmachine zonina in the Park on October 17th at
7:30 PM in Service-Henshew School Cafeteria. D50 GO AND VOICE YOUR
NPIMION: ! THIS IS OUR OPPORTUNITY!

- RITS & PIECES: ™ark Rainery and Dave Hemnle c¢limbed Fast Twin via

the south face on September 16th.

Mark Rainery and Rick Greeley alena with Mike Sawada climbed Ca iope

ir Auocust.



