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AUGUST MEETING, ,.Thursday, August 17, 1972,..8:00 FM, .. Central Junior

High Multipurpose Rm. .,Program:. Minislide presentation - Come See | There
will be one, . ,Business Meeting. .. Refreshments. . . Maxislide presentation will

be on the Chilkoot Trail by Helen and Gayle Nienhueser,

The Board voted to present the following proposal to the voting membership:
Effective November 1, 1972, there be a rental schedule for use of the Club's
ropes and tents as follows: $1 for a week for a rope, $2 a week for a tent and
$5 a month for a tent. Also, that there be two new ropes purchased each year
to phase out the old ones. Old ropes will be cut into pleces for knot practice at
the schools. In addition, that the Club purchase one 2-man tent, Money from
the rental of equipment will be used to repair equipment and to purchase new
equipment, Above proposal will be voted on at the August meeting.

BOARD MEETING, . .Monday, September 4, 1972...Tom Meacham's...1410 H

NOTICE! The Mountaineering Club of Alaska respectfully requests that
any publication using material from SCREE please quote from
A the articles accurately and please refrain from taking material
- out of context,

HIKING AND CLIMBING SCHEDULE

Interested in a good climb? Call'Bob Spurr at 344-6067, Be sure and letBob
know if you are planning a climb or hike in the future or If you wish, send the aa
date, place and what details you know along with your name and phone and it

will be published in SCREE. Let Bob know by the first Monday of the month and

it will be advertised in SCREE, - :

FRESIDENT'S FEN ;

It has been a long, hot summer and with the August meeting, things will be
underway again in the MCA. Hopefully, we will see lots of slides and write-ups
of the hikes and climbs you've been doing. ]

The Rock School has progressed smoothly under Bill Barnes, director, with
much help from Barry Kircher and T.], Bruce others.

A final thought--the Japanese climbers have increased in Alaska in
the past two years, Many are becoming more interested in first ascents than
in the bigger peaks, If we wish to beat them to it,. we must climb a lictle harder
and push a little faster. [ hope we will see more first ascents in SCREE instead
of a footnote saying nnnmewng with a red sun has been discovered on a sup-

posedly “virgin" peak. -Wendell Oderkirk-
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CONSERVATION COMMENTARY

There are two issves to report this month: one urgent and of national impor-
tance and the other local and not quite so urgent(but still important to usl).

The national conservation issue first--The U. 5. House of Representatives may
vote before the August recess on H, R. 7211, the most backward-looking piece
of public-land legislation to emerge In many years. The bill has been reported
out of the House Interior Committee by a favorable vote--and our own Rep.
Begich supports most of it, I understand. He, of course, is on the House Interior
Committee and owes many political debts to Rep. Wayne Aspinall, the Committee
Chairman, who is prime sponsor of H. R. 7211, (The debts arose during the
Native Claims legislation.) So it will take a lot of grass-roots pressure to con-
vince Mr. Begich and others that the bill is a threat to all public lands in the U.5.

About the bill itself-<H. R. 7211 would reguire the Park Service, Forest Ser-
vice, Fish and Wildlife Service and BLM to review all their lands and recommend
"disposal or retention in public ownership” of these lands, BLM has always
been a holding agency for unclassified public lands, but the other agencies named
have never had to worry about being forced to give up parts of their public prop-
erty for private ownership and use, What might this do to Katmal, Kenal Moose
Range, or Chugach National Forest?

In addition, the bill would take away the power of the President (or Sec. of
Interior) to withdraw and classify any land larger than 25,000 acres, With this
provision, no new Katmafs, or Arctic Wildlife Refuges, or the like will be pos-
sible without Congressional debate, vote-trading and delay, And more impor -
tantly, H.R. 7211 would take land management guthority out of the agencles and
give it o House and Senate Committees, which could veto any decision to not
allow multiple use on any tract larger than 25,000 acres, Thus, a decision to
prohibit lumbering in the Moose R . r to forbid motorized recreation there
would become a political football by law, :

One problem with the bill is that it is tied to a perfectly desirable naticnal
land=planning bill, If they were separated, 7211 might not stand on its own feet,
A Senate Bill (S, 632) is also a land-use bill and if they both pass, they will be
conformed, but the cbjectionable portions of H. R, 7211 may remain. The last
recourse Is a presidential veto, and it |s reported that the Administration hasn't
E‘hmdﬂuplumdmahﬂutwhuhﬁu. Pressure might be applied here if all else

The local issue is the Forest Service's long-range plan for construction of
43-inch wide gravelled trails, with steel bridges and costing lots of money, in
the Chugach National Forest, These trails are justified because “that is the
smallest motorized trail equipment made, * and besides, snowmachines need
nice, wide trails and strong bridges,

Their S5-year plan will put these miniature highways into valleys that see oniy
moose tracks and a few footprints now, ls this what we need? Do taxpayers
have to subsidize such expensive trails? What sort of impact statement has been
prepared for this invasion of natural wild country? Brushed-out foot trails are
one thing, but the Forest Service apparently sees as its mission the "opening up"
of every valley in the Chugach to heavy foot traffic and snowmachines. What
plans are being made for mi salitary summer hiker ar the croas-country skier?
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On Saturday sc 7

{00 AM, John Samuelson, on his motorcycle met Jim Koger:
Tom Rogers, George Barth and Diane Barth at the Valu-Mart parking lot,

:

We were soon attacked by mosquitoes bur put on some Cutters and started
climbing again, We reached the meadow below the pass and ate lunch and
ditched our packs, This meadow is about 2,000 feet up. We started climbing
up to the pass but about halfway Bob was forced to climb down to the packs be-

of blisters, n L5 ]
After roping up to go on a steep snowfield, we reached the pass, Eht::ﬂﬂr

It was
bottom of the east summit, where we had to rope up. John,
were othe

{

7:00 PM, We celebrated with a few handfuls
of gorp while rcading the reglater. We stayed roped up until the bottom of the
great skier-glissaders, Tom, George, Jimmy, Ed and
rock and snow slides. We spotted nine more sheep on
m“ﬁ:‘h at ten o'clock, Jimmy, Tom,
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George, John and Ed glissaded way down to the base campe while Diane
hoofed it down,
Bob was waiting with his rent set up and with a kind ear which listened to our

set
tales of hardships and victory. We made dinner and set up camp, When we got
up it was raining. Everybody was ready to walk out and down the creek early.
We all walked out to the road without mishap. John and Tom drove down the
road a lirtle to telephone George's mother who came and picked all of us up and
drove us home,

HURDYGURDY 5965' & CALLIOPE 6310 July 5-7, 1972 Larry Swanson

Not wanting the midweek sunshine to go to waste, Art Ward and I took a
couple of days off from our rigorous schedules and went up the south fork of
Eagle River, When we reached the end of Eagle Lake, we had walked a few
moare miles than planned since some reclusive homesteader had locked up the
gate which is about three miles from the end of the road. Going around the lake
on the way in we made the mistake of walking along the north side of the lake
through the brush, but on our return we discovered a fairly decent trail along
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WHAT-SCREE-SAID-WAY-BACK-THEN-DEPT.

Ten years ago - August, 1962 - Gwynneth Wilson wrote a ""Mount Marathon Post-
Mortem™ which was the spectator's viewpoint of the event, She indicated the
placing of the MCA members who participated--eleventh, eighteenth, nineteenth
and twentieth, Vin Hoeman reported he had made the first ascent of Wolcot
Mountain 6250’, It was then the highest named mountain on the Kenai Peninsula.

Five years ago - August, 1967 - Bob Spurr reported the third ascent of Lynx
Peak 6336°, The party, except one member, went via the col above Spire Pass
to gain the northwest ridge of Lynx.

* BITS & PIECES

The two bound sets of SCREE have arrived and will be available on a check-out
basis. Place to check them out still undecided.

The seven new hard hats purchased by the Club have thus far saved three people
from being injured when hit on the head by a rolling rock.

On June 8, 1972, Rob Allen and Larry Swanson climbed Indianhouse Mountain
4350+ S0 via the SE ridge from the Seward Highway. Even though it is a small
peak, it is still a nice rock scramble,

On July 3, 1972, Norm Allen and Art Ward climbed Pioneer Peak 6398' via the
standard north gulley.

Qn July 4, 1272, Art and Pat Ward walked up Wolverine Peak again.

On June 20, 1972, Larry Swanson and Art Ward climbed Homicide 4660' via the
NE: ndge, after walking all the way up the south fork to the pass since the road
wa sn't travelable past Flattop,

7On June 27, 1972, Pat Ward, Naomi Martin, Marilyn and Holly Swanson hiked up
Wolverine Peak.

On July 2, 1972, Walt Maakestad climbed The Wedge and The Ramp 5240', The
Pinnacle 5550450 was climbed on July 9, 1972 by Walt Maakestad along with
Larry, Trent and Holly Swanson,

On August 5, 1972, Trent Swanson and Scott Mueller climbed Suicide II 5065'
from the south side descending the north ridge.
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I ADDRESS: Capt, & Mrs,
Great Palls, Montana 59404,




