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MOTINIATNRRR1IG (T37% OF ATASKA, - P.0, Box..203(,—.Anchorage, Alaska 99501
August 1970 - Vel. 13, No.& :
ATUDEL MERPING . . . TUESDAY, August 11 . . . T:30 P.M. at Ben Crawford Memorial Park

(vear entrance) corder of 3rd and Fagle , . . Imporbant meeting as it will be necessary
to pick & nev meeting time and/or place. dod Wilson will show his excellent slides from
4 recent trip to Afriea. Also therc is sure to be muck talk about McKinley since three
MCA members recently reacked the summit on three separate clinbing parties.

CLIDMAING AND HIKING SCHEDULE

August 8-9 (saturday snd Sunday) DEVILS PASS on the Kenal Penineula. Thie is the highest
pecint on the Resurrectlon Trall avd ia located ten miles in from the Seward Highway. It
in not a cliwb, but just a good hike, 1f the weather cooperates. There is & cabin near
the pass, but don't cowat on 4t'm being evallable. Meet at Hear's parking lot on Baturday
at 7 AM. Leader: Bill Stivera 277-2869 (fvenings).

August 12 (Vednesday Evening) Glacler Schowl Theorsbical Session from T to 9 P.M. in the
MU Lat Cave (basement of Btucent Unlom). Bring: 20' of 1" nylon webbing, 2 carabiners
(1 lockiug), 2 ten foot £ cr3/8" goldline rupe for prussik slings, matches and adheaive

4ope/ Tnstructers: Hans Metg, Dave Jolnston and Steve Hackett. Phonme: 34U-6215 after 5.

Pugguet 15-16 (Eaturdsy and Sunday) GLACIER SCHOOL SESSION. Eklutna Glacier, Chugach Mts.
Mcet &b Bear's Parking Iot, K.E. corper mall at 6:30 A.M. Sat. morning. Pring: ice axs,
crampona (4.7, ones that fit your bocts), verm elothing, wool or nylcn overpants, gloves,
mlem webbing o chest harness, prussik slings, 2 carsbiners (1 locking) ard overnight
gear mnd Food, Group will atay in Pichlers Perch (MCA Csbin) Saturday night., Work pacty
yey ettawmpt ts put the metal siding on the cabin. Instructors: Hans Mets, Grace Hoemen,
Bteve backelt and any other MCA volunteers. Remeber all persomnel attending an MCA school
muat b pald op MCA members. Aoy guestionse phone: 45-6215 after 5:30 P.M.

August 2223 (Baturday snd Sunday) This la YOUR weekend to take a friend climbing and to

b b

wribe it up for BCREE.

_gmg;ta_z_ﬁrjg (Baturday and Sundoy) Floneer Peak. Hopefully Fred Cady will be back in town
to lead this again :as he didd (?) last year. Before you sign up for this trip be sure to
read page 3 of the October 19€9 SCHUE, Leader: Fred Cady (or Chuck Pease) 753-6568.

Septenber 5-7 (Saturday, Sunday and Monday) Labor Dy Weekend. Where will we go? Fring
your ideas to the August meeting and we'll decide.

If you plan & trip and would like to have company along call Chuck Pease at T56-1153 (days)
ar 753-6468 (nights) so ¥e cen put it in SCREE.

iR o pubiished wonbhly by the Mountainsering Club of Alaska which 18 affiliabed with
the Anclhorage Depertment of Parks & Recreation. Editor: Liska Snyder. Ase't EBditor: Chuck
Pegea, Bbaff: Curol DeVoe, Joanne Merrick. Please send material for the September SCREE

to Liska Snyder, 2006 Alder Dr., Anchorage, Alaska 99504 by Monday August 31st. :
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The Alaska Rescue Group presents .

* FOOD FOR THOUGHT *
(i.e. an article to fill space and inepire thought)

WEY DO FEOPLE CLIMBY - Foseco Maraini

Some pecple have climbed for mcney (Chamoniards after De Saussure's prize), Sherpas-
15 of them needed to carry the colns to pay the other 500 in a gigantic Japanese expedi-
tion), some climb for fame (Bourrit), some for advancement of science (De Saussure),
others for home and country (Carrel), or because they "like that sort of thing" (Shipton),
because mountaing "are there (Mallory), or to "knock off the bastards" (Hillary). It is
also possible to climb mountains for the mystical experiences they seem to confer (Wills
on the Wetterhorn, Tichy on Cho Oyu).

Styles considers the "love of adventure" and the "subtler motive of domination” to be
the chief driving forces behind all voyages of discovery, desert journeys and mountain
ascents". "The lords of the Earth", he adds, "cannot feel that they truly possess their
estate while there remains some: corner of the sretle wastes, some lofty summit, still
defying the ftread of human feet: Man has to prove himself master of all the intricacies
and rugosities on the surface of this world". T think this is perfeetly true and very
well put. It also, explains the gquest for the Moon, eventually for other planets and
sgtellites of the eolar system, now that the Earth has become a somewhst restricted estate.

Yet, it seems to me, the ultimate secret is not entirely unveiled. "Enumerate the
parts of a carriage and you still have not explained what a carriage is", a Chinese
saying goes. The motives of adventure and dominztion explain wvhy mounteins should be
elimbed onece - the first time. Then sgein by all pessible faces, ridges, couloirs,
and overhangs- the firet time. Finally in all seascone, under all imaginable conditions-
the first time. Bub when human feet tread on every square ineh of mans estate, why
do. it again? Clearly 1t is not only a guestion of advernture and domingtion, but a
guesticn of love; we are with a sort magretic, irrational, irresistible attramtion
emanating from the mountains themselves, a secret and deeply rewarding link which
untles man and crag, man and snow, man and sky, man and wind.

Buch love is of & very special nature. Not only does it demand extremely hard
work, but much risk end- often- willingnese to lose one's life. Danger is always
there. The greatest masters have been known to make a fatal step in the silliest
of places {St:-lled.er, Comici, Lachenal, not te mention Rand Herron who was killed
on the great Pyramid of Egypt on his return from Nanga Parbat). If one, two, ten
pecple do scmething risky which is strietly spesking unnecessary, such as climb-
ing, they may be considered aberrant or masd; but when these people hecome legion
belong to all ages, come From all classes, and from many different countries, we
gre deallng with something that camnol be laughed or smiled away. An explanation
is reguired setting bare the deepest roots of mobivation.

The first fact which strikes me, in such a context, 1s that men seem to
have gradually expressed love, not hatred, of mountains. Even a superficial and
indirect acquaintance with Indian 1literasture shows us that the Himalayas have
constantly been objecte of wonder, worship, supreme inspiration el ard minge
earliest time mounteins have been not only objects of a somewhat animistis eult,
but seurces of poetie Inspiraticn and philoscphlcal wmeditation. As for Japan,
there we find an even deeper, - snd certalnly more lyrical - feeling for nature,
due in part to the influence of the ancient Shinbo and Buddism religions. The
birth of mountaineering is therefore not 4o be considered a curious dsolsted
epispde, but the outcome of much vasber spiritual developments; a chapter in the
higtory of ideas.

In particular, mountaineering 1s connected with new interest in nature, detect-
able in the West slnce the of Leonardo, with the birth and development of science,
with the retreat of theolegy from a dominant position, with & general shift of
emphasis from transcendental to human values, with the "return to nature" move-
ment and with romantieiem. Tt is also connected, for good and for bad, with the
typical aspect of our times, competitive nationalism.
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1f mrunbaineering, sz a social and historiecal event,, caen thus be situsted and at
least partly explained, what about the individusl? How 15 a historical necessity
to be tranalated into terms Of emotions and personal experlasnce? I well remember
ascending a minor virgin peak, some years ago, with only one thought in my mind,
to get there befors a rival party from a neighbouring city. And who has not climbed
mountaine to see the view, to get some exercise, to add a name to & list to pass
& day with a girl friend, to take photographs, to collect flowers, fossils or
minerals? Yet there ere some climbs and I like to think of them eas significent
cnee which l=ave us with memories of a most special intimacy with trees and water,
gnow and rocls, eky, clouds or wind.
© In this context & climber may be deserdbed as someone who has, at least part-
ially, found himself a new and deeper statement of man's relationship with nature.
let me repest Tichy's words on Cho Oyu:; "Bnow, sky, the wind and myself were an
indivisible and devine whole." Or those of Rebuffet on a wall in the alps: "The
men who bivouacs becomes one with the mountain." The blise felt in such moments
is not something arbitrary or freakish, but the fulfilment of a deep urge born
from our particular Western predicament.

« « « « Introduction to On Top of the World - Showell Styles

MOUNT MARCUS BAKER 13,176' June 6-8, 1970 Bob Smith

Members: Pat Freeny, Wendell Oderkirk, Bob Smith
-Iunia 6 - Weabher perfect. 2:00 JE 0, all members informed, Smith gets off work st
7700 p.m. Alyeska Afr Service 180 Cesens takes off at 8:00 P.M, Arrive at Knik
Glacier, 8,500' at 9:45 p.m. and immediately start packing toward peak. Pack 1%

miles, losing gome altitude, but regaining to 8,600'. Place base camp - Jap tent

and sack oub.

June 7 - 8:30 a.m. set out for peak. Winding our way through open crevasse field

to large plateau st 10,000'. Freeny decides to wait while Smith and Oderkirk try

for pummit. Some fancy snow bridge crossings and a moderate ice slope brought us

to a plateau 1,000' below the summit. Moderate to steep snow and ice finds us on

. arusty, windy summit =t 8:30 p.m. Plctures taken fo record this fourth ascent

were taken. 12:30 p.m. all were back at camp. Sixteen hours of continous climbing
behind us, and all feeling like Rice Krispies from the intense sun. Westher fantastic.
June 8 - Broke camp =t 11:00 to return to plane pickup point. Arrive 2:30 p.m. with
teginning cloud formstion. At 6:00 p.m. snow socked in. Fun and games continued

witil Tuesdsy &t 3:00 p.m. An unsuccessful take off attempt found Oderkirk and Smith
yemaining until Wedneeday, as ice and snow conditions allowed only one man out on Tues.

GRANTIE PEAK 6729' (Third Ascent) ~ June 6, 1970 | Chuck Pease

Ag you drive north to Palmer one Talkeetna peak stande out higher than its neigh-
bore. This is Granite Peak, located just north of Sutton. Vin Hoeman and Scott Hamil-
ton made the first ascent on the 18th and 19th of August 1962. Six years elapsed be-
fore Bill Babeock and Hans Van der Laan made the second ascent on the 19th and 20th
of October 1968. Both perties camped high on the mountain and climbed via the south-
west ridge and west side. Vin and Bcott descended the southwest face.

Since the summer of 1960 I had often looked a2t Granite and thought about the feasi-
bility of & one day climb via the east ridge. In October five of us camped at 3700'
and looked at possible routes, but a snow storm the following day threatened to trap
the Glacier Rat at the top of the mining roads, sc we retreated and most forgot sbout
Granite. May 9, 1970 saw Bob Spurr, Nick Parker and myself back st Granite's foot.
But for scme reason we elected to do Vista instead. The next week I returned and
climbed the east ridge to 5400', stopping at the foct of & steep snow couloir due
to avalanche conditions. :

Saturday, June 6, I returned. The Glacier Rat was able to get to the top of the
mine roads mgain, but in wetter conditions 1t would probably take four-wheel drive
to get this far. It wae two in the afternoon when I left the car and followed the
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old road and excellent moose trails to the right side of Ganite. I followed the sky-
line east ridge and then went up the snow couloir which ran from S400' to 64OQ'.
Climbing around a few gendarmes I reached the summit at 8:45 p.m. The remains of s
cairn were there, along with an empty C-ration can and the quarter left by Bill Rab-
cock. There was no gign of the plastic cottage cheese register that Vin had left 8
years earlier; probably the vietim of some bungry snimsl or strong winds. Whenever
possible you should carry a register with you and try not toc lemve empty food con-
taliners as registers. I rebullt the cairn and left a plastic bottle as a register,
adding snother quarter to it. I returned down a different coul®r and it was necessary
to elimb past eeversl waterfalls changing coulolr a couple of times. I was back to
the car by 12:30 a.m., three hours after leaving the summit, I carried crampons bub
they are not needed on this route at this time of year.

This is a beafbiful peak and there is no reason why it should not be climbed much
more frequently. Accessibility 1s no problem and the round trip from the top of the
mine road can be made in ten hours easily.

The gppreach ie as Tollows: turn off the Glenn Highway dn Sutton, drive stright
toward Granite Pesk on the dirt roed; at the T-junction turn right and then take the
next left, continue twisting back and forth turning uphill at most junctions; event-
ually you should arrive at the top of the hill with a clesr view of Granite Pesk,
park snywhere in this area and follow the old rcad to the right (east) side of Granite,
about 1 or 2 miles from the hilltop there will be a 10' by 60' trench on the left,
turn left after this and go down the smell dale untlil you pick up feint gigns of the
road again; road will head towards the right skyline of Granite and change inte a
good mocse trail, ¢limb to the east ridge and follow it to an obvious couloir leading
to the summit. Large or inexperienced parties should be on guard for much loose and
falling rock.

FLATTOP SLEEP-IN June 20-21, 1970

The annual Flattop Sleep-in on the longest dey of the year was a big success- 36
pecple and 1 pregnant dog showed up. They were: Marty Corcoran, Bmji Ivanoff, Bob
“Zghl, Whitney Jones, Kathy Kippenham, Dave lappl, Steve Hackett, Scott and Odett
Foster, Sharon Cissns, Jim sand Tem Rogers, Ludwig and Jane MeNeely, Hans Metz, Dave
Meyer, Christa Timm, Sharon and Wayne (rocmer, Haseie Bunnelle, John and Margaret
Wolfe, Johnny Meyer, Frank Nosek, Hennett Williams, Jim Bruce, Mary Sweet, Peter
Henning, Hans Schwalger, James Harley, Steve Jobnston, Doreen Vilmany, Susan FHeville,
Freda Ruseell, Perri fiken, Panl Iemp, and fAnaka, the dog. According to reports a
fun time was had by all.

1OST LAKE May 24-26 and June 27-28, 1970 .. Bill stivers

I departed the parking lot below the Lost Lake trail at about 10:00 a.m. May 2L.
This trail starbts firom the west side of the Seward Highway about 5 miles north of
Seward. There are the ususl eigns on the highway indicating the location of the trail.
The trail was well marked through the heavy timber, but I could find no markers on
the final three miles over the tumdra. I encountered snow sbout % mile up the trail
and it becauwe progressively deeper as I proceeded up. The snow was fairly well con-
solidated so I was forced to use snow shoes only cceasionally. I estimated the snow
to have been 10 to 12 feel deep gt the higher elevations.

T camped about + mile north of a small lake (It was hidden under a blanket of snow
at that time. I discovered it a month later). The camp was about 3 miles south of
Lost Iake. There wag & heayy overcast, poor visibility and intermittent light rain.
The weather cleared on the 25th. There was an orange glow on the eastern horizon st
1:00 a.m., & few hours later the snow was glittering in the bright sunshine. Birds
were singing in the evergreen clusters. After breakfast I began to explore the area
around the camp. I regretted that I hadn't brought my skis, as this was a vast open
ares of mostly mentle terrain - ideal Ffor ski touring. I eventually wallked north to-
ward Lost Lake, I Pollowed the top of a ridge which overlocked a valley to the east
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and a gorge to the west. Wolverine tracks and a marmot standing by its hole were seen
on this ridge. I walked this ridge until about 1 mile south of Lost Lake before re-
turning to camp. I didn't reach the lake on this trip. On the 26th I broke camp and
returned to the Seward Hlghway.

Cn the mornming of June 27, I agein started up the Tost Lake Trail. There were still
about 3 to U feet of snow at the higher elevatilons, even though great quantities of
enow had rim off since my trip up one month before. The markers that I had tied to
trees at that time were 12 feet high now.

The small lake aboub 4 miles up the trail had begun to thaw. There was still much
gnow on the lake but there was water around the edges. After passing this lake I had
to follow a compass course beczuse of clouds lowering over the mountains. I followed
330° megnetic guite closely and eventually reached the ridge with the gorge to the west,
I continued on this same compass course until I staried descending the ridge. Scon I
could hear a waterfall to the left. (I learned the next dsy, when there was good visi-
bility, that I had here passed the upper end of the gorge). I continued on the north-
exly heading up anobher ridge, passing some gheep rock and snow walls, About 4:00 p.m.
I saw & emall gection of falrly flat tundra which was snow free and decided to camp
there, I couldn't spe more than 100 feet In any direction. I erected my tent and then
started melting snow for water snd supper. It wae not raining at the time - in fmet the
tundra was guite dry and I enjoyed my supper in comfort. I twrned in for the night at
5:30 and it soon started raining. The rain comtinued akt.:u about 2:00 a.m. I was up &t
3:00 a.m. Sunday morning and locked off the ridge directly north. The eastern end of
the main body of lost Lake wae sbout + mile below. After breakfast I climbed up the
higher ridge about £ west, (peak 2533'), and looked down on the entire lake. There was
a,light blue outline arocund the lake. The rest of the lake was snow covered. About
5:00 a.m. I departed for the Seward Bighway.

" ALABASTER", 8065'; First Ascent July 2-6, 1970 Bob Spurr
Northwestern Chugach, Anchorage Quads (-3, C-4, D-3

It was late Thursday evening when I and Alaska Alpine Club members, Bob Pelz and
Royce Purinton, rendezvoused sbout mile 94 on the Glenn Highway aBiper driving from
Fairbanks. While my family continued to Anchorage, we three reunited climbers rode
Royce's Land Rover to camp on the north sandbars of the Matanuska River. You didn't
have to be a river boatman to judge our one-man kayak and 300 feet of rope inadequate
for the rain-swollen channels; early next morning we went to the Hicks Creek "horse
ranch" for advice.

"River very high, even horses marginal’, the guides say. "Why don't you check with
so and go. Maybe he'll fly you across."
- "What, a plane?" If any of us suffered from ethical revulsion, we didn't mention it.

So 1t wss that we reassembled later that morning on the south sandbars of the Mata-
nuska. We headed downstream to the mouth of Monument Creek; took turns fording with a
worn-out pair of my réuming shces before plunging into the willow and alder blanketing
Monument's west benches. By following moose tralls over-trod by bears and horses, we
had it much easier than had an April '69 party approsching on encwshoes. We took ad-
vantage of the upper valley's plush green carpeting to camp about a mile below Spectrum
Glpcier, Cn the adjacent slopes of Amulel we sighted a grizzly with her two cubs.

Next morning we found the wande I had cached after that earlier venture. We ascended
Bpectrum’s steep snout while listening warily to Monument tumbling noisily somewhere
beneath us. Camp was made above the firn line at A000 feet. We noted considerable
avalanche debris on all exposures.

We were up 2t 5 A.M. Sunday, welcoming the overcast skies shielding from the sun
slopes still over-burdened with snow. Within two bours we were winding around Spectrum'e
only icefall enroute to the uppermost cirque beneath ocur objectives When it was learned
MCA climbers were busy elsewhere, mutual aversions to a rope of three for anmything
other than snow-ice routes directed us to "Alabaster". Visihle (on a clear day) at about
mile 92 on the Glenn, pesk 8065, as the central most distent albelt the lowest of three
sentinel eight-thousand foobers contalning the glacler, displsys & emooth face of ice
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and. snow offset by green elopes (in sunmer) bordering Monument Creek, brown rock,

and gcattered summit ice-mushrooms. We contemplated a direet line up its HE ice face |
which under good conditlons will be short bub sweeb. While the lower half was clean,
vhe upper elope was gbill plastered so we settled on the north ridge. Afler crossing
an avalanche slough, we climbed & clean NE snow-chute to the west of the face. The
rock in the nortiwestern Chugach 1s generally so badly fractured you need to hold it
together wilh both hands if you dare geb on it. Predictably I managed to dislodge

some sigable crud In the direction of Hoyce and Bob before reaching the ridge via a
rock island. Several rope lengths along a section of moderately corniced ridge l=d 4o
a broad rock * Burprisingly solid, I wis gble So place belsy anchors on two snow
chute leads eleaving ite HE fzee. Only easy show rldge walking rﬁéained and we reached
the sunmit ahead of a general whiteous slowly lowering on Spectrum's peripheral peaks.
A -few summit shots, a note in a plasbic bag inserted in o very moderastely steakked
cairn wrapped with a fev strips of survey tape, a fresh bottle of lemon tea pollshed
off with asgsortments of gorp, selami and cheese comprilsed olr sommit’ sctivitles. This
was Royee's first Alaslksn peck afier seversl weasthered-oul attempts in the Delta Mount-
ains. For Bob P. who frequented MCA meebings in 1966, 1t meant s pleasant return to
Anchorsge terrain. Not much of a view in a whiteout, but the east ridge atbempted
with Jim letheoe and Tom Meackham looked much halrier and definitely not the choilce for
& rope of three. We should have pieked this wroute. Following an unevenmtful descent, we
arrived at the vent about mid-sfterncon just before whiteout and snow socked us in.

On Monday we slogged off at 6:30 to meet our scheduled plane pickup nipe miles and

10 hours off. Buper-saturated snow on the glacier prompted us to picneer a westerly
route off the snout. Bo good was the golng thabt wé huckldebucked back to the Gravel
Creek strip three hours early. A bush pilct on schedule is an Alasken rarity, but ours
set his wheels down exactly on time. In a short while we were headed back to Fairbanks
reunited with fawilly and vehicles. Wish spme MCfers had been with us.

BITS AND FPIECES

50 Wilderness Roubes in Southoentral Alsska- -

Mary of the hikes have been written up, but we desperately need people to check out the
directions. It would be particular¥y valusble to have riewcomers unfamiliar with the avea,
to check them owt. Bub this 18 algo a splendid chance for you oldbimers to check out all
those hikes you'wve been mesning to go on, bubt never got arcund to doing. Help is alsg
needed to collect data om trips not done. If you are interested in helping please call
Liska Bnyder 279-2808 uotil August 19, and Helen Nienhueser after the 19th, at 277-9330.

On June 5th, & lY-men party led by Ray Genet reached McKinley's South Peak. Members were:
Doege, Hunter, Henderson. On July 13th, 14 members of a combined 2-expedition teams of

17, led by Genet, alsd reached the South Peak. Members were: Schenk, Brunper, Dr. Brunner,
D,B. Ullrich, Rice, Dr. Bchierle, Brest, Pyne, Fialkow, Reed, Dailey, Ramsey, Niedra,
Engi Jungen and Qtalk Becguse of iﬂeal glaeier conditiocns thls yvear, Genet will lead
anohher expedition 1emv1ng approx. August 15 or 20. Anyone interested in joining call
277-1443 wnit 990, or write Box L8, Anchorage 99501.

The Chugach Gem & Mineral Society cordially invites MCA'ers to Join them on their trips.
The following trips are scheduled for August:
Augugt 9 - Upper Caribod Cresk- for tundereges from 1 Ib to 300 1be., agates,
Cost: $35.00 esch.
15-16 - Bquaw Creek - jaspar, geodes, agate, fossils,
22-23 ' Petears Crezk fDutch Hillg)- pold, pyrite, fossils.
29-30 - Tushtumens Laks- phrenite, tourmaline, fishing.
Call Ivan or Ora Stewart for nore informaticn. Phone: 272-8581.

Steve Hackett soloed 5085' (Talkestna Mts), A CENDARME ON THE RIDGE running 8-8E between
Upper & Lower Reed lakes to 5538'. Bullt cailrn;, left registar, and rappelled off SE side.
Suggeste it be called Panorame Polnt (provides a fantastie view of valley and the surrcund-
ing mte}. Low to middle 5th class elimb & pood work-out for ridge runners & slab climbers.




