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MARCH MEET'ING . .. Monday, March 9, 1970 at 7:30P.M . ... Ben Crawford Memorial Park {rear 
entrance) 3rd and Eagle ... Grace Hoeman will have a program on Mt. Kimball. 

CLIMBING AND HIKING SCHEDULE 

~M~a~r~c~h_7~o~r~8 (Saturday or Sunday, depending on weather) Annual MCA climb of 
Leader: Gay le Nienhueser - 277-9330 (eves) . 

Byron Peak. 

March 14-15 
No leader. 

· information 

(Saturday and Sun~ay) Hike up GRANITE CREEK from Sutton, just west .of Palmer. 
leave from Sears parking lot at 7:30A.M. on tht.l 14th. Call Randy Renner for 
- 279-1192 eves; 277-b686, Ext. 242 days. 

11arch 22 (Sunday) Hike up to 20-MILE GLACI £R from Girdwood. No leader. Leave from Sfdars 
parking lot at 8:00A.M. on Sunday the 22nd. Information and sign-up sht.let at Mar~ meeting. 

~mrch 28-29 (Sunday and Saturday) SUICIDE I {5005') and SUICIDE II (5065') . behind Anchorage. 
Leader: Grace Hoeman , .. : Chuck Pease. 

Aeril 3-S (Friday- Sunday) Trav~rse on skis or snow shoes from GIRDWOOD T~ EKLUTNA. 
t"'a<:ler: Grace Ho.;man. RE.M:ommen.ded for strong skil!!rs. Purpose is to check on th" condi­
tions of the ·MCA cabins. 

April 11-12 (Saturday and Sunday) Peak on KENAI PENINSULA. Leader is tentatively Dub 
Bludworth (How about it, Dub?). Dub lives in Moose Pass, so sl9n up at th~ March meeting 

P.uture Cl imbinq 
Apri I 25 & 26 : 
June 13 & 14: 
August IS & 16: 
October 10- 11: 

FUTURE PLANS 

Schools 
B~ginnin~ c li mbin~ . 
Intermediate and advanced rock climbing at Independence Mine. 
Glacier School, Eklutna Glacier, all levels. 
Intermediate and advanc~d glacier and winter mountaineering at Crow Pass. 

A theoretical ·session will precc.d"' all schools . 
. ~ 'i I 

" 
May 11th ' - Pi en i c at Goose> ~ake 
Ju ly 13th P":icnic •'lt Rainb01-1 Falls 

•I 
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f;J!;J.!:_e___f_~bs 
~~~y 29- 31 
J:Jne ~') 

July 3-5 
July 3_-6 

lo$t lakt: ar.:a 
Flattop Sl~~p-ln 
Mont~na Ptak Ar~ 
Chilkoot Trail (dotes subjec~ to change.:) 
C~cw Pass wc.:~k0nd t\ U!ilfS t ,.-9 

flugust 29-30 Annual try at Pion~tr Peak (but not through th~ ald~rs and devil 's club 
this y~ar - Lead~r : possibly Fr~d Cady) 

Rf\NDY RENNER' ~ REMARKS 

Th~ club os purch~sin~ adclotional ~quipment for mcmb~rs to ch~ck out. To b~ purchas~d: 
31•-'' rapt:, a t"nt ict axt-s, and crampons . Th"' pol icy for chcckin!:i out cquipm .. nt wi II b.., 
as ·.fo I ,l;ows: 

. i) Club m~mb..,rshop m~ndatory. 
2) Cnn be kept 3 days only, althouyh 

obtaontd from th~ Board. 
loan is rcn~wabl<- of prior approva l is 

3) No chaf!:J'=' for any c I ub <-GU i pm.,nt. 

F~bruary m0mb~rship m~~tin4: Vc.:ry Iotti~ business. 
th" MC'A'ers as'cc.:nt of Ht. Raini~r ov.:r th .. Christmas 
showed the latc.:st in parkas , slc.:~piny bags, ttc. 

Barry Kircher prcsc.:nttd a pro~ram on 
holidays. Carol Milltr of Holubar 

Februar.y Bocrd mtctin 1 : At Gract Hoeman's home en February IJ. Ncmonatlons for honorary 
oo~~crships wi 11 be acc~pted at th"' March meetiny. Discussoons of: refurbishing cabins, 
cl1m~ liabrliti~s and r~l~sts, and what cquipm~nt to purchas~ for loan to memb~rs, as 
,,ell ~s pp.locies for "quipm~nt loon. Also drank lots of t"a and oto; pretz<lls. Read SUMM IT , 

. MC..UNTAHl ,. ~nd 'some mori:l of Grace's books and maps. Thanks Grilc<!! 
' . ' 

• o .Iff . , 11 I 

The Alc'>ska t~ .. scu~ Group pras«nts. 
~< F(;(JO FC.R THWGHT -;.· 

"(~ ;;ourHtc's t way...l.o b.«.ecm" an ,, II •round moun ta i nc"r o s to b-.y in w i t h h i I I wa I king and 
scrambling ancl lat=r on to branch out onto rock climbln~ and snow and ice climbing. When 
you hav ... a good know I "'d!:l-' of thc.:so:, th.., way is open to .~I pin.;, mountaineering and perhaps to 
~r~at~r ran~~s and altitudes. Tht pl..,osures of mountaineering aru, how~vcr. personal to the 
indiv;id.u;;ii "'~d th.<J .. xt.,nt to which you spb:cializ.: must dep&nd upon yours"lf, your tastvs, 
and ambitions. C.rdinary hi II woll<iriy can b"- tr-:mcndous fun in its own right and many would 
not wish to do mer~. For som.•, on th~ oth..,r hand, nothin~ less than mast~ry of all forms 
of mountaint:!.,rin~ in distant ran\,uS as wr:d I as home is suffici..mt. ~·hi lc obviously th _, 
mor~ ~Y.pLri~nced and proficient you bclcom~ in various aspclcts of mountaine~ring the mer~ 
satisfaction you will deriv~ thcrc is no r~ason why you should not stop short of rop"'d 
climbiny is you so wosh and still obtain ~rcat poeasurc and interest from mountains: tht 
important th!ny is to Jo to th~ and to ~ct to know and enjoy th~ in th"ir vury wid~ 
vori ... ty of conditions!'· ' 

' u. ,. 
"' I v' ~ -- ' .,t_.,.. - - -----

THE Nl tHHU£SERS li'l NEPAL: PI\RT II Hel~n Ni~nhucs~r 

We a rrov"d in l>il'lmacht Baza.:-r (IZ,OOO') ~rly .. nou;,h on that Saturday mornin!:J to s~"' 
thc ,.,c.,kl;· bazanr and purchase fr .. sh fruit and grv .. ns carried up on human backs from the 
lo>ilands far away. Fourt-'tn tan~ .. rinc.:s (small and !:lr~en) for one rup"'~ ... t"n cents! 
But that was because our sh"rpa bought th~m; we would hav" had to pay mer~. 

Th"' Dudh Kosi was th" "nd of th<; gre.,n, from o~olll<'ICh<! on, th i n\:ls wcr ... dry and brown, 
though we som~tim~s forgot as we pass ... d through str~tches of rhodod~ndron or pin~ tr~es. 
At Khumjcmg, just a couple of hours b ... yono Namachu, w~ stayed in Komi's hom~ for two nights. 



SCREE - 3 - March 1970 

Ve lt•arn;;d to stay low to th~ floor to avolcl th« smok<~ from the chimne;yless fireplace and to 
sk1n and eat boiled potatoes d1pped in ch1l i flavored salt - th~; basic di-.t. Findin~ a bath­
room was, as in all of the towns, a problc:m -on"' that made us thankful for th~; early onst:t 
of dar knus s! 

We went on to Tcn~boche (wher~ Jakt: Breitenbach's r~ins had recently been buried) and 
then Pan~boch~. alternat.,ly admir1n~ th~ spectacular Ama Oablam and the richness of the 
Tib&tan Buddhist temples in the towns. At Pangboche, f1ve days after landing at Lukla, w~ 
Wdrc at 13000 f~et. This was the ~nd of the y~ar round villayes. From Panyboche w.. contin­
ued up the lmja River to the summ~r yak-hardinJ vii layu of Pheriche. Here for lunch we were 
almost at 14,000 feet. 1 found I really liked this hi~h altitud~ stuff b .. cause it yav<~ m~ 
an excuse to go at my normal snail's pace, and what's more, everyone else was too! 

By n•yhtfal 1 ~/e had cl 1mb"d up a side valley to Ou9lha at 15,000 fe.,t. Now tha mount­
ains w.:r& bacomin~ r .. ally sp<:ctacular .. sharp white p..aks that came and went all aftt:rnoon 
in the clouds. At Ou~lha we found two smal I su~r huts, built of piled up stones with 
"arth"n floors. \ 'e shar.:>d ont of thc:s" with Kami and th., porters. At these .:levations it 
was r"ally cold at nl:;ht and th~ down parkas we;:r., v~ry welcom ... \o.'e consist~>ntly found that 
w.; pref..,rr"d to shar~ th.:se shclt..rs wl th our shE:rpa fr lt:nds rather than pitch the tent -
partly btcause we didn't want to b~ scparat~ from the fir~. But Ginny and Libby often pre­
fcrr~d to pitch th~ t~nt , so we all conclud~d that we cannot advise others on whether or not 
to tak10 a t .. nt! 

The seventh d.Jy found us lunching at 16,000 f .. et at Lobuch .. , the lilst hut and well be­
yond the last brush. But our porters (and Gayle) had carri~d brush for firewood, so we 
enjoy"'d a fir¥, stash "d some brush, and carri~d th~ rest on. How we were in th~ valley of 
th .. Khumbu Glacier and socn to bt picking our way throu~h obvious morain~. From this point 
on Nuptse {25,:.S50') buyan to to~'"r ovt.r us in maj<>stic white splendour, an indd ible part 
of this .. xperlenc~. At our pace;: it was sometimes hard to rcaliz~ that we were pushin~ 
17,000 f~"'t, since we wcr~n't r~lly climbiny- until I ran ~head of Gayl"' to pose on a 
distant ridg., for a tul .. photo shot - th~n I found mys"'lf brc:athin~ so hard that it was fiv~ 
rr,;,,ut .. s befor .. I could h .. ar what h .. was y .. ll in\1 at m ... ! 

At Gorak Shep w~ found a pr~tty little lake, only partial ly ice covered, with lov~ly 
mountain r~fl~ctions floating in 1t. Here thcr" we;:re many rock sh"'lters thre;:e feet high, 
bu1ld by th~ many exp~ditions- who had also loft behind an appr~ciab\e amount of trash and 
human dun~. (Really, Nepal is in desp~rato n ... ~d of outhous~s! If only U.S. AIO would 
confine itself to such worthwhil~ proj~cts ... ) We chose the sh .. lt~r with the high~st 
walls, a~a•n d~cldin~ to fore~o tho tunt In favor of brilliant stars and th~ tower1ng wh1tt> 
shapu of Nupts~ . 

The, n~t morn1n~ was TH£ d.'ly, our climb of Kala Petter (tho Black Ht:ap), 1<.1,192 fa.;;t. 
~nly as w~ cl•mbed its rocky slopes did w~ f1rst buy1n to ~eta ~1 impse of Everest, for it 
was h1dd~n by th~ low~r Nupts~. And f1nally as w~ n~ar~d th~ toP and the bould~rs became 
larg~r and looser, I b~~an to beli~ve th<~ altitud~ as I r~aliz~d I was dizzy ... and how 
was I ~oiny to ~et down? But that's always a probl~m for later, so I kept yoin~ to the top 
and the magnificent vi~w of ~vur~st and Souto Col -and of th~ Khumbu ~lacier icefal I. (But 

- tler..,sy thou~h this may bu, ~Juptsc was still closer and more spectacular.) Gay].., :J8Zc:d lon~­
inJiy toward Evcroost, but I was quit.; sattsfi..:d with my lu,OOO foot summit (it sounds so 
impressiv~ ti II you se~ the pictur.;s!) . Th.., valley was lov~ly, the mountains magni~icent, 
but th~ wind was cold and pi~rcin~. So we r~luctantly heade;:d down. I discovered aftc:r we 
arrived at Gorak Shap that I wasn't inter~st"d in eat1n9 anything we had availabl~. though 
steak sounded pretty good. This condition persisted for two days and we weru not sur~ 
wh~ther it was •altitudu or a bu~. Howev~r. my appetit~ miraculously ruturned below 13,000 
feet, so I suspect altitude. 

ll'c' r..ach<..d Lul<la in thro<~ days, w~ had traveled only about 25 miles .. ach way, but th~r\! 
w ... r .. 'so many ups and downs that we und.:rstand· now "'hY tra•t'!<l in N"pal is m=asur"'d In days 
rather than mil~s or kilom..:ttrs. Our plane arrived on sch~dul~ the nt:Xt morning, but for 
awhi It It look"d as thO!J!Jh w .. w ... rc: to hav" a rehash of \·orld Har II with mo:mbers of a Japan­
~se ~xped it ion •1ho had b<.:un waiting for a w .... k for a r i d,a out. Th;, p Jan" th"y should hav~ 
tak~n was sitting disabl~d on th~ strip. So you s~e. we Wclru lucky ..... 

(To boe cone I ud..:d i r. a futur .... i ssu..,) 
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CITLATt:PCTL, Mexico 13,,4o1 (Crizaba) June 24 - 2v, 1969 B i I I Bi'bcock 

Locat~d by i tsvlf dominatiny the horizon NE of Pucbla stands urizaba, th~ high~st volcano In 
Nt<xico. Cc.pa rtin~ Puvbla via tho.. autopista we took th.._ o..xit to Ciudad S"rd<~n wh1ch l1o=s at 
th~ southern base of th~ mountain. Th~ volcano can b~ climb"d from this sid~ but it is an 
cxp~dition of some proportiOns. The most acc~ssibl"' rout~ li~s furth~r north via Tl<~chichuc~. 
A bett<'r rout-. to this town is via thu road to Jalap"', and not throuuh Ciudad Serdnn. In 
th!s puc.blo a Sr. R~y~s, who has cl imb~d th~ mountain num~rous tim~s can b"' founG at his 
st~·~"' 1 fr,t 1~ua Flor". Sr. Rcy<>s for 250 p .. sos or $22 wi 11 J<>'-'P a porty to tht bas., camp som" 
., ki lonwtcrs away. This f""' also 1nclud .. s th" r ... turn trip, and cxp.,rt adv1c" from Sr. Rey8s, 
1. > has o;.quip, ..... If n..,c.:d ... d. His stor" has provisions that can '-'Q.uip any s1ze ..,xp<.:dltion • 
w1lh Food. H., also k".:ps pictur~s of 01ll th" cl imb..,rs and r"cords th..,ir att·cmpts. Fith 
studdJd snow t I rus our VW bus· low·~earc:d 1 ts..,Jf to 9, ;iOO f~.,t before; thL road b ... cam.- so 
st..,..,p thv ... n9in ... r"fused to function. Th.., r""'ain1ng 12 kilom.,t,rs w~:n-, covc,rr,d by r~;:nting 
two burros fer th_ chi ldr~n to r1dc <~nd to carry f1v" days provisions. Th~ bas" c<~mp hut IS 

at . about l3,j00 F~~t and teo~ six hours from the pu~blo M1guel Hidal~o whert< We ""~aJ~d tht 
burros. An ~nchantin~ walk throuyh pin ... forrosts, And~an ftow~rs, sh~~P <~nd various agricul­
tura l pursu1ts "'nd"'d at the hi!;;h hut. Bo..in,. lAt.,. on th .... clombfn~ Season m.,ant that th.., 
wuath;;r had b.:~n d ... t.:ro or at in!> fast and three: c I • mbcrs rvturn 1 n9 lat-.; that n i vht told how 
th~y had spc:nt som~ thr~u hours sotting 1n a cr~vass~ ~~1t1n~ for th" weather to ompt~~ 
b•;,fore .d<,sc .. nd ln,; t11<- mountaon. Contonu~..od poor w.,athtr d1scouragt:d any climb of th" mountain 
for th" n..;xt day and SICkn.,ss th.; day aft~;r that. Cin th<- four·th day th...: w"ather looked 
b"'ttt:r than it had forth"' pas-t W,;ck, Dep<Htin~ 13,500 f...,.,t at 5:00A.M . on .. ascends a stctlp 
volcanic ash slop« of Ieos" roc« and sand. f, w.all-dcfin«d tra1l l;;<~ds to th ... gloci,;r at 
14,200 fc~t. From th .... north on" asc.:nds tho.: !;; I ac i .. r to a point ca lied cruz rojo or r.;d cross. 
Th~ olaci .. r IS not heavily cr~vasscd, but on .. is forced to cross two lar9" crevassc.:s as b~st 
os o;~ can. This is nc "asy task at that altitud .. and a mistak~ could b~ fatal. Fortunately 
the tracks of th .. last party could b .. follow~d and one had only to crampon himself up th" 
st<''-'P ~lacn:r slowly but sur-=ly. Arrivin!:J at cruz roja at 3:00P .M. I saw that thc tru" 
summit was on th~;: cpposit..! sid·~ of th<= tnormous crater. Fortunately tha day was b~autlful 
with vistas out into th~ Gulf of Mexico wh"re st~am~rs could b~ seen on their way to ~xotic 
ports aroun~ the world. An hour <~nd half lat~r I arriv~d on thv tru~ summit, photo~raphcd 
th~ tnormous cross of st~vl <~nd cabl~, r~sted and b~~an th~ d~sc<!nt. Altitud~ bad taken its 
toll on mv that day as I som~how overiook~d a fresh tubv of ~lacier cr~am in my pack and 
spent scm" tvn hours without ad-quat~ prot~ction. My fac~ turned a dv~~-hu~d purpl~ and 
stay~d that way for about a w~ck. Pri~ . and th~ childrvn were waitin~ at th<= hut W>th hot 
soup and visiton~ With thr~0 mvmb~rs of th~ Harvard MountalnQ~rin~ Club. Rafael, our trust~d 
guid~ With th~ burros, arr1ved br1~ht and ~arly th<! n~xt morning and w~ rroturned to tht car 
in 4 hours. For th~ usc of thQ borros and h1s s~rvicvs h~ requ~sted a fde of 40 p~scs or 
$3.75-

* * * * * * * 
No..ws from th" Comm1 tto..v oro G"'oyraph, c r.lamtos l.ract: Ho..:man 

Tb,,. Alaska Stat~ Board on ut.oyraphlc Namo::s apprc:,v.._d th" follcwon!:l: B~nch Pt.ak, Paradis., 
Pvak (this was on"' cf Vin 1s favcr1tcs), Thunderbird Peak and lark Mountain. Th~ nam~s wo::r"' 
forwa rdt:d tc th~ Fcld0ral Board fer th~.:1r approval. Ptarmigan Mt. ~s disapprovtd (duplic<~­
tion cf nam~s-- thto n~arvst Ptarmigan Mt . or Pk. IS hundreds of mil~s awBy!!). Bcunty 
P«ak <:nd Bounty Cr~~k w0r" also disapprov~d ("insi!:jnificant"!!). Thu F.,d..,ral Beard dis­
approv ... d Tranquill>ty Pass and Spyglass Hill on r~c~ndation of thu National Park s~rvic"' 
whi,ch f ... it that thLS<.. n"mcs had no particular si~nificanc"' (! !) and that pro! if .. ratlon of 
~am.:s of this natur~ t"nds to distract from th~ wildvrn~ss etmosph ... ru of th" park(!!!). 
ohls latt~r r .. asonin~ Will off~r int ... r ... stin~ chall-.n~ ... s and powbrful argumtnts tc:. the 
Comm>tt .. ._. 
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MCA Profil~: Treasur~r D1ck Snydur 

Born and raised •n M.:Jdiscn, l'ls ... has a B.S. fram University cf \is ... works for th'" 
U.S u~clo~ical Surv~y 1n th -i r ~at~r Cuality Lab ... marri~d wif~ Liska 5 y~rs age in 
Bould.:r, Cole. ... has a o-mcnth ciO: son, Oavid ... camt to l'.l~ska •n July 19~7. attract .... d 
by OpLn spaces and !cw population ... pr~v•ous cl•mbing ~xp-ri~ncc at D~vil 'sLake,\ is .. . 
South,rn Sclkinl<s, B. C . .. I· ind Riv.:rs and T .. tons, wyc. ... Rocky Mtns, Cole.. . Yc.s=it<-. 
hc.bbi~s arc phctosraphy ... hikin~. . whit~-wat~r canoting ... b~achccmb1ny ... X-C 
sk11ny ... folk aancing. 

IMPC.RTAriT N<. T ICE TO "SCKt::£" CCNTR I BUTuRS!! 

I wi II b~ trav~lin~ Lutsid" from m•d-March to m•d-May. M3rty Corcoran has 9..,nLrously 
off~rcd to rak~ ov<>r SCR~t·s ~d•torship dur•n::. my trip. Pl..as<: send all mat"'rial for th" 
~~ri I and May issuJS air~ctly to hLr. H .... r adar .. ss is P. L. Sex 29$, t:A~J.., Riv~r, Alaska 
':J9~77 - ThanKs a let! 

Liska Snyd .... r 

* "/( * * * * * * * * 
MT. RA llll "R ( 14, 40U') 
Lc.n-:J ago Slu•skin famous Indian ~uid.:, said, "Your plan tc. climb Takhc.ma is al 1 fcollsh­
n .... ss ... ycu wi II have to cl 1mb ov~r st"~P rocks ovcrhan~inJ d .... "p gorg~s wh .... r~ a m1sst~p 
would hurl you far down ... yc.u must cr~'-P ov .... r stc~p snowbanks and cress d"~P crevasses. 
't you should .;SCilP,. th.,su peri Is and reach th" !.r .. at snowy dam .. , thvn a bitt<.rly·. cold <Jnd 
furious tunp .. st wi II swe"p you off into sp<Jcc lik~ a with"rLd leaf ... " ~.:Jrgar"t Youn.:~-. • 
B~rry Kircher , and ura~ H~man climb~d Tahoma (also called T<Jkhoma or, unfortunat~ly , 
Mt. Ra•nlo..r) on o .... c'"mbur 30, 1~69, via th" Ingraham and tlllllOns t.lacic:rs, aftt:r th .. y fall.:d 
on th..: trtach..,roos "G•b Lt:dg- rout<:. Sluiskin was ri\)ht •.. it was fool ishn .. ss. 

ow., and Sally Johnston plan to rc..turn to P.laska in .~.pri I or May. They left Nt:w Z....aland 
en F .. bruary lc., and their travels will toke th"'m to Panama, M .... xico, Florida, and N~w J .. rs<:y 
bcfort thby head north . 

In r .. f._r.,nc~ to Rod~ i I sen's article. on "PTARMIGAN MC.UNTAirl" in th< Novemb«r 1969 SCREE, 
Bi II Hauser c.ffvrs th" follcwin':l information: "Scctt Fost .. r and I cl imb~d the: north couloir 
of Hc.p~ 49j0' on Fcbru3ry I} l~o~. This is th"' first Wlntl-r asc~nt. we also climb .. d 5105', 
si'lm .! valley, March b, 19Gu for th-o first wint..:r asc"ot." 

Did yc.u knc~' that th .... MC/1 has ~oquipm~nt which can b ... borrow.,d by m .. mb .. rs? Cr:"lmpons, '"" 
ax~s. rop~s (p~rlon end geld! in~) and t~nts ar~ availabl~. Contact John or Joann~ M .. rrick , 
272-5243. if you ar" int..: r"st"d 1n borrowing th•s ~~uipmcnt. 

SCRtE is pub I •shed munthly by th"' Mc.untain ....... riny Club of Al<lska which is affi 1 iatLci with th"' 
Anchora~- Ocpartm"'nt cf Parks and Rc:cr...ation. cd1tcr: Liska Snydvr. Typist: Marty Corcoran 
Staff: C~rc.l DeVoe, Jeanne Murrick, Chuck P~s~. PJ .. as .... s"'nd mat"rial forth"' April SCRE£ 
to Marty Ccrcc.ran, P. L. Bcx 295. Ea::~lc f<iv .. r , Al<~Ska 9':h/7, by March 2/. 


