Mountaineering Club of Alaska Box 2037, Anchorage, Alaska 99501
March 1870 - Vol. 13, Ho. 3

MARCH MEETING: . .Monday, March 9, 1970 at 7:30 P.M.. . . Ben Crawford Memorial Park (rear
entrance) 3rd and Eagle . . . Grace Hoeman will have a program on Mt. Kimball.

CLIMBING AND HIKING SCHEDULE

March 7 or 8 (Saturday or Sunday, depending on weather) Annual MCA climb of Byron Peak.
Leader: Gayle Mienhueser - 277-9330 (eves).

March 14-15 (Saturday and Sunday) Hike up GRANITE CREEK from Sutton, just west of Palmer.
No leader. Leave from Sears parking lot at 7:30 A.M, on the l4th. Call Randy Rénner for
“information - 279-1192 eves; 277-6666, Ext. 242 days.

March 22 (Sunday) Hike up to 20-MILE GLACIER from Girdwood. MNo leader. Leave from Sears
parking lot at 8:00 A.M. on Sunday the 22nd. Information and sign-up sheet at March meeting.

March 28-29 (Sunday and Saturday) SUICIDE | (5005') and SUICIDE 11 (5065') behind Anchorage.
Lgader: Grace Hoeman . .. Chuck Pease.

Bpril 3-5 (Friday - Sunday} Traverse on skis or snow shoes from GIRDWOOD TG EKLUTNA.
Leader: Grace Hoeman. Recommended for strony skiers. Purpose is to check on the condi-
tions of the MCA cabins.

April 11-12 (Saturday and Sunday) Peak on KENA| PENINSULA. Leader is tentatively Dub
Bludworth (How about it, Dub?). Dub lives in Moose Pass, so sign up at the March meeting .

FUTURE PLANS

Buture Climbing Schools

April 25 & 26: Beginning climbing.
June 13 & I4: Intermediate and advanced rock climbing at Independance Mine.
fugust 15 & 16: Glacier School, Eklutna Glacier, all levels.
© Uctober 10 = 11: Intermediate and advanced glacier and winter mountaineering at Crow Pass.

A theoretical session will precade all schools.
e R i ;

Frrnre Meetings

May 11th' - Pienic at Goose Lake
July 13th - Picnic at Rainbow Falls
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Future Climbs

Mey 29-31 Lost Lake area

June 25 Flattop Slecp-In

July 3-~5 Montana Peak Area

July 3-6 . Chilkoot Trail (dates subject to change)

Mugust -9 Crow Pass weekend

August 29-30 Annual try at Picncer Peak (but not through the alders and devil's club

this year = Leader: possibly Fred Cady)

RANDY REMMER'S REMARKS

The club is purchasing additional equipment for membars to check out. To be purchased:

3/6" rope, a tent. ice axes, and crampons. The policy for checking out cquipment will be

as -fol lows; |

" 1) Club mumbership mandatory.

2) Can be kept 3 days only, althouygh loan is rencwable if prior approval is
obtained from the Beard.

3) Mo charge for any club cquipment.

February membership meeting: Very little business. Barry Kircher presented a proyram on
the MCA'ers ascent of Mt. Rainier over the Christmas holidays. Carol Miller of Holubar
showed the latest in parkas, sle<ping bags, etc.

February Boord mecting: At Grace Hceman's home on February 6. Nominations for honorary
memberships wiil be accepted ot the March meeting. Discussions of: refurbishing cabins,
climb liabilities and releases, and what equipment to purchasc for loan to members, as

well as policies for equipment loan. Also drank lots of tea and ate pretzels. Read SUMMIT,
SMUUNTA Lt :and sama more of Grace's books and maps. Thanks Grace!

b Lo o B P
ThL Alaska Rﬁscun Group presents. . .
- % FUUD FUR THCGUGHT *

"Ihe soundest way-£o become an all-round mountaineer is to begin with hill walking and
scrambling and later on to branch out into rock climbiny and snow and ice climbing. When
you have 2 good knowledye of these, the way is open to alpine mountainesring and perhaps to
greater ranges and ailtitudes. The pleasures of mountaineering are, however, personal to the
Ind:vldual apd th< extent to which you specialize must depend upon yourself, your tastes,

and ambitions. Crdinary hill walking can be tremendous fum in its own right and many would
not wish to do morc. For some, on the other hand, nothing less than mastery of all forms

of mountaineering in distant ranges as well as home is sufficient. Yhile obviously the
more expericnced and proficient you become in various aspaocts of mountzineering the more
satisfaction you will derive, there is no reason why you should not stop short of roped
climbing is you so wish and still obtain yreat pieasure and interest from mountains: the
important thiny is to ,o to them and to yct to know and enjoy them in their very wide
variety of cnndftjcnsf ; A
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THE WIEHHUESERS N WePAL: PART 11 Helen #ienhueser

We arrived in Wamache Bazaor (12,000') early enoush on that Saturday morning to see
the weekly bazaar and purchase fresh fruitc and greens carried up on human backs from the
lowlands far away. Fourtzen tangerines (small and green) for one rupee . . . ten cents!

But that was because our sherpa bought thom; we would have had to pay more.

The Dudh Kosi was the cnd of the grecn, from Mamache on, things were dry and brown,
though we sometimes forgot as we passcd through strutches of rhododendron or pine trees.

At Khumjumg, just a couple of hours beyond Homache, we stayed in Kami's home for two nights.
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Ve learned to stay low to the floor to avoid the smoks from the chimneyless fireplace and to
skin and eat boiled potatoes dipped in chili flavored salt - the basic diet. Findiny a bath-
room wWas, as in all of tha towns, a problem - one that made us thankful for the eariy onset
of darkness! _

We went on to Tenyboche (where Jake Breitenbach's remains had recently been buried) and
then Panyboche, alternately. admiring the spectacular Ama Dablam and the richness of the
Tibetan Buddhist temples in the towns. At Pangboche, five days after landing at Lukia, we
were at 13000 feet. This was the end of the year round villages. From Pangboche we contin-
ued up the Imja River to the summer yak-herding village of Pheriche. Here for lunch we were
almost at 14,000 feet. | found | really liked this hiyh altitude stuff because it gave me
an excuse to go at my normal snail's pace, and what's more, everyons elsc was too!

By nightfall we had climbed up a2 side valley to Duglha at 15,000 feet. Now the mount-
ains were bacomingy really spectacular -~ sharp white peaks that came and went all afternoon
in the clouds. At Dugylha we found two small summer huts, built cf piled up stones with
garthen floors. Ve shared one of these with Kami and the porters. At these zlevations it
was really cold at night and the down parkas were yery welcome. VWe consistently found that
we preferred to share these shelters with our sherpa friends rather than pitch the tent -
partly because we didn't want to be separated from the fire. But Ginny and Libby often pre-
ferred to pitch the tent, sc we all concluded that we cannot advise others on whether or not
to take 2 tent!

The seventh day found us lunching at 16,000 feet at Lobuche, the last hut and well be-
yond the last brush. But our porters (and Gayle) had carrizd brush for Firewcod, so we
enjoycd a fFirz, stashed some brush, and carricd the rest on. How we were in the valley of
the Khumbu Glacier and socn to be picking our way through obvicus moraine. From this point
on Nuptse (25,050') beyan to tower over us in majestic white splendour, an indzlible part
of this experience. At our pace it was sometimes hard to realize that we were pushinyg
17,000 fect, since we weren't really climbing = until | ran ahead of Gayle to pose on a
distant ridyge for a telephoto shot - then | found myself breathing so hard that it was five
minutes before | could hecar what he was yelling at me!

At Gorak Shep we found a pretty littie lake, conly partially ice covered, with iovely
mountain reflections.floating in it. Hore there were many rock shelters three feet high,
build by the many expeditions - who had also left behind an appreciakle amount of trash and
human dung. (Really, Mepal is in desperate nced of outhouses! If only U.S. AID would
confine itself to such worthwhile projects . . .) We chose the shelter with the highest
walls, ayain deciding to foreago the tent in favor of brilliant stars and the towering white
shape of Nuptse.

The next morning was THE day, our climb of Kala Pattar (the Black Heap), 18,192 feet.

.Unly as we climbed its rocky slopes did we first begin to yet a glimpse of Everest, for it

was hidden by the lower Huptse. And finally as we neared the top and the boulders became
larger and looser, | beyan to believe the altitude as | realized | was dizzy . . . and how
was | yoing to yet down? But that's always a problem for later, so | kept yoing to the top
and _the magnificent view of Everest and Soutn Col - and of the Khumbu Glacier icefall. (But

_——hercsy though this may be, Huptse was still closer and more spectacular.) Gayle yazed long-

in,ly toward Everest, but | was quite satisficed with my 15,000 foot summit (it sounds so
impressive till you see the pictures!). The valley was lovely, the mountains magnigicent,
but the wind was cold and piercing. 5o we reluctantly headed down. | discovered after we
arrived at Gorak Shep that | wasn't interested in eating anything we had available, though
steak sounded pretty good. This condition persisted for two days and we were not sure
whether'it was altitude or a buy. However, my appetite miraculously returned below 13,000
fhut, 59 | suspect altitude.

hu reached Lukla in three days; we had traveled only about 25 miles cach way, but there
were' so many ups and downs that we understand now why traw=l in Nepal is measured in days
rather than miles or kilomcters. Our plane arrived on schedule the next morning, but for

“awhile it locked as thcuuh we were to have a rehash of Yorld Yar 11l with members of a Japan-

ese expedition who had buen waiting for a week for a ride out. The plane they should have
taken was sitting disabled on the strip. 5o you see, we were lucky.....
(To be concluded ir. a future issuc)
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CITLATEPETL, Mexico 13,546' (Crizaba) June 24 - 25, 1969 Bill Babcock

Located by itsclf dominating the horizon MNE of Puebla stands Crizaba, the highest velcano in
Mexico., Ceparting Puwbla via the autopista we took the exit to Ciudad Scrdan which lies at
the southern base of the mountain. The volcano can be climbed from this side but it is an
cxpudition of somc proportions. The most accessible route lies further north via Tlachichuca,
A bettuer route to this town is via the road te Jalapa, and not through Ciudad Serdan. In
this pueblo a 5r. Reyzs, who has climbed the mountain numerous times can be found at his
stare '"fratigua Flor'. Sr. Reyes for 250 pesos or $22 will Jeep a party to the base camp some
1 kilometers away. This fee alsc includes the return trip, and expert advice from Sr. Reyes,
1.3 has equipeis,  if noeded. His store has provisions that can gquip any size expedition w
with food. He also keeps pictures of ail the climbors and records their attempts. VWith
studdad snow tires our VW buss low=yeared itsclf to 9,300 feet befor: the road became so
stuep the cengine refused to Function. The remaining 12 kilometers were covercd by renting
twe burros for the childruen to ride and to carry ' five days provisions. The base camp hut is
at.about 13,300 fect and tock six hours from the pucblic Miguel Hidalgyo where we cnyajed the
burros. An enchanting walk through pinec forests, Andean flowers, sheep and various ayricul-
tural pursuits ended at the high hut. Being late in the climbing season meant that the
wizather had been deteriorating fast and three climbers returning late that night told how
they had spent some three hours sitting i1n 2 crevasse waiting for the weather to improvs
before descending tine mountain. Continued poor weather discouraged any climb of the mountain
for the next day and sickness the day after that. On the fourth day the weather looked
better than it had for the past weck, Departing 13,500 feet at 5:00 A.M. one ascends a2 steep
volcanic ash slope of toose rocx and sand. A weli-defined trail lcads to thoe glacier at
14,200 feet. From the north one ascends the ylacicr to a point called cruz roja or red cross.
The glacier is not heavily crevassed, but one is forced to cross two large crevasses as best
as one can. This is no casy task at that altitude and a mistake could be fatal. Fortunately
the tracks of the last party could be fol lowed and one had only to crampon himself up the
steup ﬁlaciur slowly but surcly. Arriving at cruz roja at 3:00 P.M. | saw that the true
summit was on the opposite side of the enormous crater. Fortunately the day was beautiful
with vistas out intc the Gulf of Mexico where steamirs could be seen on their way to exotic
parts arcund the world. An hour and half later | arrived on the true summit, photodyraphed
the enormous cross of steel and cable, rusted and bogan the descent. Altitude bhad taken its
toll on me that day as | somchow overlooked a fresh tube of glacier cream in my pack and
spent some ten hours without adequate protection. My face turned a deep-hued purple and
stayed that way for a2bout a week. Prit and the children werée waiting at the hut with hot
soup and visiting with three members of the Harvard Mountaineering Club. Rafael, our trusted
guide with the burros, arrived bright and early the next morning and we returned to the car
in & hours. For the use of the barres and his services hz requested a fece of 40 pescs or
$3.75.
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Huws from the Committece on Geouyraphic Names brace Hoeman

The Alaska State Board on weoyraphic Wames approved the following: Bench Peak, Paradisc
Peak (this was one of Vin's favorites), Thunderbird Peak and Lark Mountain., The names Wore

forwarded toc the Federal Board for their approval. Ptarmigan Mt. was disapproved (duplica-
tion of names = - the nearest Ptarmigan Mt. or Pk. is hundreds of miles away!!). Bounty
Peak a2nd Bounty Creck were also disapproved ("insignificant'!!). The Federal Board dis-

apernde Tranquillity Pass and Spyglass Hill on recommendation of the National Park Service
which folt that thesce names had no particular significance (!!) and that proliferation of
nam=s of this naturc tends to distract from the wilderncss atmosphere of the park (!!!).

“his latter reascning will offur interesting challenges and powerful arguments to the
Committee. :
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MCA Profile: Treasurer Dick Snyder

Born and raised in Madisen, ¥Wis. . . has a B.5. frem University of Vis. . . works for the
U.S &Gecloyical Survey in thoir Yater Cuality Leb. . . married wife Liska 5 years age in
Boulder, Colc. . . has a 6-month cld son, David. . . came to PAlaska in July 1967, attracted
by open epaces and lew pepulation. . . previous climbing expericnce at Devil's Lake, Vis.
Southern Selkinks, B.C. . . ¥ind Rivers and Tetons, Wyc. . . Rocky Mtns, Colc. . . Yoscmite,
hcbbiws are phectography. . . hiking. . . white-water canoeing. . . beachcembing. . . X-C
skiing. . . folk dancing.

IMPGRTANT NCTICE TO "SCREE' CCNTRIBUTURS.!

| will be traveling Lutside from mid-March to mid-May. Marty Corcoran has yencrously
offured to take over SCRER's editorship during my trip. Please send all material for the
fpril and May issues directly to her. Her address is P. (. Box 295, €agle River, Alaska
yg4577. Thanks a leot!

Liska Snyder

MT. RAINIER (14,408")

Lony age Sluiskin, famous Indian guide, said, "Your plan tc climb Takhoma is all foolish-
nuss., . . you will have to climb over stecp rocks overhangingy decp gorges where a misstep
would hurl you far down. . . you must crecp over stecp snowbanks and cross deep crevasses.
if you shculd escape these perils and reach the yreat snowy dome, then a bitterly. cold-and °
furicus tempest will sweep you off into space like a withured leaf. . " Margaret Youny, ©
Barry Kircher, and trace Hoeman climbed Tahoma (alsc called Takhema or, unfortunately,

Mt. Rainicr) on December 30, 1969, via the Ingraham and Emmons Glaciers, after they failed
on the treacherous "6ib Ledge route, Sluiskin was right . . . it was Foolishness.

Dave and Sally Johnston plan tc return to Alaska in April or May. They left MNew Zealand
cn February lo, and their travels wil! take them to Papama, Muxico, Florida, and Hew Jersey
before they head north.

In reference to Rod Vilsca's article on '"'PTARMIGAN MCUNTAIN' in the Movember 1969 SCREE.

Bill Hauser offurs the following informaticon: "'Scctt Foster and | climbad the nerth coulcir
of Hope 4950' on February 13, 1Seb. This is the first winter ascent. Wwe alsc climbed 51057,
sam: valley, March &, 190u for the first winter ascent."

Did you know that the MCA has equipment which can be borrawed by members? Crampons, ice
axus, ropes {(perlon and geldline) and tents are available. Contact John er Joanne Merrick,
272-52435, if you are intercsted in borrowing this cguipment.

SCREE is published monthly by the Mountainecring Club of Alaska which is affiliatees with the
finchorage Department cf Parks and Recreation. ©diter: Liska Snyder. Typist: Merty Corcoran
Staff: Carcl DeVoe, Joanne Merrick, Chuck Pease. Pleasc sénd material for the April SCREE
to Marty Corcoran, P. G, Baox 295, Eayle River, Alaska 95577, by March 27.



