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Mountainsering Club of Alaska, Box 2037, Anchorage, Alaska 99501
December 1970 Yol. 13, Mo, 12

DECEMBERE MEETIRG . . . THURSpAY, December 17 . . . B:00 P.M. . . . Ben Crewford Memorial
Park (rear emtrance) . . . 3rd and Eagle. Bob Switk will show slides and movies of the
first sgcent of Mt. Dall in the Alaska Range .. see page 5 of SCREE for a descripfion of
the climb.

BOARD MEZTING ., , . Wednesday, December 9 . , . . T:30 P.M. . ., . Community Center, Room
201 . . . corner of 6th and G. . Starting in Janusry 1971, the Board will meet regularly
on the first Wadneoday of each month at 8:00, at this same meeting place,

CLIMBING AND HIKING SCHEDULE

December 12-13 {(Baturdsy & Sunday)We still need a volunteer or two to lead a ski-touring
trip thiz weekend, .

December 19 (Saturday) The apnual winter sleep-in on FLATTOP., Meet at Sears parking lot
EHE gorner) at 9:00 A.M, on the 19th, Remember sveryons needs +o bring up at leasght one
geed size log to keep the fires burning. We'd also suggest you bring along something to
warm your ingldes.

Decenter 19 (Saturdey) There will also be a one day mountaineering school held on the
1%th. This will be held in the Flattop vicinity so that those wishing to may attend both
the schocl and the slesp-in. Pelf-arrest techniques will be demostrated by Dave DaVoe
gnd Earry Kircher, Additional instructor assistance is needed; anyone wishing to help
pleacce call Deve (333-5492) or Barrzy (333-5871).

December 25-27 and_January 1-3 (Friday, Scturday and Sunday) How many people are really
IHTERESTED 1N BITLER QNE, TW0 OR THREE DAY TRIPS OVER THE HOLIDAYS? There will be sign
up shesic a8t the meeting and if encugh are interested we will schedule some trips.

MCA BUSIUFES

MIRUTRES OF MEETIIG — HJOVEMBER 19, 1970
The mesting was called to order at 8:10 P.M. by President Steve Hackett. One hundred
people were in attendance. MOA Treasury Report:

Aspoats $799.40
Income TH. b3
Fxpens g 0T
Balance Bas.ol

Committee hecds raport:

Ghuck Frage annopncesd that anyene willing to help in planning trips, contamect him gt
T56-1153 Gays or T5I-646H nights.

Berry Wircher preadented a displey of mountaineering essentials stressing the import-
ange of proper euLinnmnt on any outings, He outlined a plan of five mouwntaineering sck-
ools baginning with the basics and continuing with more advenced mountaineering. Fartic-
ipants in theese schools will attempt: Ptarmigan in December, Byron Peak dn Jonvarj,
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Enforce proper use of axes, guns, saws, boats

Safe shelters (watch for Tlash flood, avalenche or rockfall areams, dead snags,
fire, lightning, wind, rain).

Good outdoor ethics (moral obligation to the young to set a good example)

Keep the party together (no evening hiking alone).

Always use proper hiking techniquesa, good judgement in decisions, proper langu-
age In instructing the young.

Teach others asbout safe outdoor travel and the wonders of nature that sbound
around them during their jJourney.

Leaders' Responsibilities Back at the Car
Tally members of the perty; are you still all together?
Btovage of all equipment used, '
Blgn bagk in with proper authorities that you have returned; give them reports
on trail conditions, CEMD cnnﬂitiona, an& potential dangers noticed.

Leaders' Responsibilities to the Orgenization

Report to parents any injuries, equipment loss, merits(or demerits?) of younger
members of the party.

Report to the orgenization's suthorities on the completion of the trip,problems
encountered, recommendations for future trips, pumher of persomns in the party,
and conduct,

In additicn to all of the above, the leader may wish to tutor 1 of the party to
Be the lsafdsr of the next oubting.

Responsibilities of Individual Members of the H iking P

When & person joins & group, he relinquishes his individual preferences for the
goad of the party.

Many hikers have been subjected to unplessant experiencas by using poor or ill-
fitting equipment, Worse yet, many a trip has been spoiled for a whole group
or even cancalled because of one person's fallure to provide himself with
adequate gear,

To safely enjoy the cutdoors, ope must start with good boots that fit properly
and warm clothing that serves all his needs.

See below Tor a list of recommended personal eguipment.

INDIVIDUAL ARD GROUP ESSENTIALS
Recompended Trail Essentials

Individual Personal Bguipment:
Clothing - warm, layers, loose fitting {wool preferred), with rain clothes.
Boots - well fitting (lug seles for firm footing preferved)
Extro socka - wool for warmth and cushioning
Eye protection — reflected or direct sun _
Head protedtion — Body heat loss, sunburn, mosguitos.
Emall Peck to carry the trall esgentials:

Extra clothes — complete change Extras

Extra food - emergency (2 meals) Female problems
First aid kit {see next page) Special medicine
¥nife ) Fire Extra prescription
Oandle ) Btarting eyeglasses
Matches, waterproofed) 30' shroud line
Pleshlight ) Insect repellent
Mep, up-to-date) Direction Toilet paper
Compass } High energy nibble foods
Plastic tarp or tent Soap and towel
Water canteen Taothbrush

Flus special equipment needed for aspecific enviromment or aetivity, such as
hunting, skiing, boating., camping, special eguipment.
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underground and I have to melt enow, It is bitter cold.

In the morning merbers of the Dall sheep family practically trample through
my tent and wake me., 1 overslept!l OQuick, put those clothes and boots on, eat a
poptart, & sip or iwo from the thermos bottle, pack warm clothes, lunch, crampons,
.rope, hardware, and cut into the cold (it is zero degrees), up that east ridge. As
I lsbor up,l find cnly one moderately difficult epot; I shouldn't have carried all
that hardware but whe can anticipate such need correctly without any detailed pic-
tures of the route? The higher I get the sironger the wind blows; showers of fine
snow get down my neck, the white stuff settles on the inside of my sunglasses five
rams are anead of me and if' they had applrations for the summit +they change their
mind when they spot me snd turn nopth. All those lovely full curls would make &
hunter's mouth water, but fortunately most hunters don't climb this high, At
11:00 A M. I'm on the summit - it 48 still clear and very windy, much calﬁar than
when we were atop nenql; this swmmer, Beautiful Huptgr Creek Glacler is below me,
acroes the glacier is the highpoint of the ares which BSteve Hackett & his brother
Jim climbed later in the week from Eklutna Glacier; to the east are Upper Inner &
Lowar Lake George, pooling meltwater of the Knik, Colony ‘end Lake George Glaciers,
68 well as smelier ones. Beyond is Marcus Baker, s -truely magnificent sight,

Only five hours left before plune pick-up time. Arranging n rock weighted
plastic bag and a ministure cairn freezes my hands; I'm too cold to eat and hurry
down apd out of the chilling storm, Break camp in record time & descend the steep
rocky slope to meet my enemies, the alder bushes, They seem determined to strangle
me, I try to escape to the boulders along the cresk.,but overnight they have become
ecovered with verglas and I'm driven back into the alders. Black-cap chickadees
radse my spirits when at one polnt I'm close to tears. Lower on the slope I spot
some not 80 overgrown ribs and I can descend easier over those ribs. It's pick-up
time now and T speed south along the Leke Fork of the Knik River, T haven't heard
the plane land, what if I miss it% Then I see the silhouette of Dr. Hale appear on
a morainal ridge and sll is well,

_DA_LL(&TﬁE’} & Peaks 7102,6068 & 5920 July 2k — Aug b, 1970 Bob Smith

Leader: Bob Smith; Members: Patrick Freeny, Wendel Dderkirk, Art Ward - Moun~
taineering Club of &lasks, Charles "Skooter" Hildsbolt, John Bridge - Canasdian
Alpine Club,

Afcer three daye of reiny weather obpeouring the mountaine, we stuffed our gear
into Pob Smith's station wagon and drove to Talkestna to find the weather clesar
over the Alaska Range, On July 2, Cliff Hudson landed our group of six climbers
at 5500' on the northeast glacier of Mt, Dall (8756'), one of the lagt named, un-
clinbed peaks in tha Almaka Range. '[he next morning was eloudy, but we decided to
start the route on the southeast ridge. A4 we climbed, the weather improved, so
we put on erampons and Charles "Scooter”" Hildebolt 1l1ed the first rope of Patrick
Freeny and Art Vard up a steep snow face below the ridge. We were carrying shout
25 lbe, of ropk equipment, which we intended to use on the rock ridge route. When
wa reached the rock, we found & corumbling conglomerate that wonld never hold a
piton: "Portable Handholds," Art noted, The only choice was the partially snow-
covered wast face., Scooter led scrogs the ridge and onto the face. About 1000
placed us below & short ice gully and Just at the upper ceiling of the clouds.
Scooter led up the gully & belayed the rest. Serambling out of the gully on fronmt
points, we had climbed above the clouds and could now look meross the Alaska Range
at Rusgell, Foraker, and MeKinley. Art led the next 1000', putting us 4in & snow
noteh about 75 ft. below the summit. Resching the summit required traveraing three
knife ridges sgeparated by two gendarmes., The east ridge fell over 2000 feet &
the west ridge almost 4000 feet to glaciers below. Belayed from the gendarmes, Art
gingerly balanced his way across the ridges & onte the summit at 1:30 P.M. The rest
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of our rope took individual turns standing on the small snow summit, then returned
to the notch to sllow the second rove (Bob Smith, John Bridge, Wendell Oderkirk)
- the pleasgure of the ridge traverse and summit view., The weather had clesred com-
pletely so we waited for shadows to cover the edast face and diminish the avalanche
danger. Using ice pickets, we fixed 600" of polypropolene and 540' of climbing
rope and rappelled to just below the ice gully, pulling the rope after us through
a pulley., Two more pickets were placed in shallow, rotten snow for another 10007
of handline. We were back in camp by 10:00P.M., hovering over our cooking stoves.
‘During the hights of the next three clear days, ascents were made of peaks 7102,
6068, and 5920, all bordering the mnortheast glacier of Dall. Typical of the 1970
summer, the clear weather was short-lived, and the next six days were spent in a
persigtent snow storm. Bob'and Wendell stayed in the new Bishop tent, but the rest
retreated to the cool comfort of a large two-vaulted snow cave., Cliff asrrived st
8:00A.11., six days after the storm had started. We were all in Talkeetna by noon,
enjoying a hot lunch at the roadhouse.

50 WILDERNESS ROUTES IN SOUTHCENTRAT, ALASKA: ARE THERE ANY ACCESS PROBLEMS?77?

50 Wilderness HRoutes 1s nearing ite finish deadline & the time for last minute
corrections and bits of Information is et hand. A list of the trips is being
published below so that all MCA members may have & chance to look it over and let
us know if there are any problems with access on any of these trips. As far as we
know there are no problems though on one or two trips we need to do a little more
checking. But please share with us anything you might know.

Other gquestions: Has enyone clinbed Gunszight Mountain in summer? If so, please
call Helen Nienhueser at 277-09330 so I can ask you about it. If anyone has climbed
either Knoya or Tikishla please call and tell me how long it took you in Thours.
Winter information on any trips not specifically listed as a winter trip might
still be dincluded.

We've got 54 trips and will either have to change the title to S5k Wilderness...
or scratch some so this is not quite the finel list. Some trips that were included
in Thirty Hikes have been dropped becsuse of access problems or because we consid-
ered them too difficult or technical for the average hiker. A few other good trips
Just couldn't be included because we slready had data on too many - and if we are
to get this book out by next summer we have to keep to our original goal.

Fearly Final List as of 12/1/70:

1. Honer Beach Walk 21. Alyeska Glacier View
2, Swan Lake- Swansen River Canoe Routes 22, Winner Creek

3. +Skilsk Lake Trail 23. Glacier Creek

L. Bkilak Lake Lookout Trail 2h. Crow Pass

5. TFuller Lake 25. Bird Creek Ridge
6. Kenai River Canoe Houte 26, Indian Valley

T. Russian River--Cooper Lake . 27. Table Rock

8. Crescent Lake—Carter Lake ' 28. McHugh Peak

9. Rece Point . 20, Rabbit Lakes

10. Lost Lake 30. Flattop

11. Ptarmigan Lake 31. Ramp

12. Johnson Pass 32. Williwew Lakes
13. RKesurrection Pass Bystem 33, Wolverine Peak
1k. Palmer Creek 3k, Knoya-Tikishla
15. Hope Point 35. Rendezvous Fesk
16, Gull Rock 36. Eagle Lake

17. Tornagein Pass BSki Tour 37. Dew Mound

18, Byron Glacier View 38. Bound Top

1. Portage Lake Ski Tour 39. Thunderbird Falls

20. Portage Pass Lo, East Twin Pass
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41, Bold Peak Velley 48, Sauaw Cresk--Belunger Pass
L2, Lazy Mountain ko, Gunsight Mountain (in winter)
43, Reed Lakes 50. Slide Mountain

bli, Hatcher Pass Ski Tour 51. Gulkana River Canoe Trip

k5. Craigie Creek 52. Chitine Railroad Bed

L6, Peters Hills 53. Worthington Glacier Overloock
47, Hicks Creck--Chitinz Pass 5k. Minersl Creek

WINTER MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL-FERN MINE  November 28-29, 1970 George Rektenweld

Ingtructora: dave DeVos, Barry Kirvcher
Students: Donm Agosti, Jack Buckner, Gary Hasbrouck, Mike Hunt, Mike MeGoodwin, Mo
Mathews, Bill Merritt, George Rektenwald, Bob Bhanke, Bill Et‘.hl"&rﬂ, & Chris Tomsen

Bat, Nov. 28, B8:35 A.M. - First group of six students left cars on Willow Creek
Road and Fern Mine Road and started for Fern Mine. One hour later we were Jjeined
by the rest of the party. Wind was blowing but not very strong. By the time every-
hndar had reached the Hiltoro Mine eabin for lunch, the wind had picked up to about

-~ 25 knots, Custs and blowing snow! OGoing was slow on skis and snowshoes.
Eeeond leg of the trip into Fern Mine saw gusts to 35 knots and temperature at 169
Fern Mine reached at 1:30 P.M. by everybody but Dona Agostl who was lured into an
abandoned cabin sbout 1/2 mile back by tiredness, All the party members agreed the
wind was blowing tco hard to practice any mountaineering, Camp was set up between
Bill Stivers' four-man temt and the mine shaft tunnel. Supper was cooked and eaten
by all, & everybody retired by T:iooP.M.,hoping the wind would die down by morning.

Bun, Hmv 20, 8:30 A.M, - Everybody up and getting ready to eat. Temperature
autaiae., @, inside tunnel, 109, No wind anywhere. A& class in self arresting was
held on & nearby snow slope. All participated and did well, It was decided we
would leave the mine by Z2:00P.M, to get back to the cars by dark, It was real easy
going back and everybody made good time, including one member who said she thought
she flew like the wind on the return trip. Not divulging any secrets, Dona?

WHAT ~ SCREE ~ SATD ~ THEN - DEPT.

SCREE ... 10 years sgo ..., December 1960

On the day after Christmns Tom & Gwyn Wilson,Louise Voelker,Joe Pichler, Howard
% Elinor Schuck made a preliminary exploration of the Eagle River end of the Gird-
wood to Bagle River Mail Trasil, (This was done in preparation for a scheduled MCA
Dagle River to Girdwood trip in January.) Almost all the snow had melted and the
party encountered & solid sheet of ice for most of the hike(crampons had been left
in Anchorage, of course?),

8C ears ago ... December 196

kvergae pece, mensured from heel to toe is 30", If you take 60 of these paces
a minute, which is average, you'll put 6,360 steps an hour behind you, That's
sbout 3 mph, because 2,000 sverage paces will cover & mile, You can figure that
every 35 paces per minuite means 1 mph. 3 mph is good walking speed on level ground,
You'll cut this speed by half climbing & steep grade. If your' climbing a good
mountain trail without & pack, you can figure on climbing at a rate of 1000' to
1200' of ckevation per hour., A moderately heavy pack or rough trail will cut it to
800' or 900' per hour."

MCA PROFILE: Vice President Eivin Brudie

Born and raised in Scobey, Montana.. gradusted from Montena State University in
1950,.. now a self-employed CPA,.. moved to Alaska 9 years ago, tempted by a Job
offer ... is s family hiker,., became interested in the outdoors after moving to
Aleska,. Joined MCA tc learn how to hike and climb safely in the company of people
with almilar interests... he and his wife have 6 children... hobbles are skiing...
hiking. .. carpentry.
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. NT L DIMOND (Tepa')=Pirst mscent June Bl, lQTU : Charles A Kibler
(Valdez A& 4-5 quads; TBS, R1W, Sec.l9, Peak labeled :
on small scale 200" contour Valdez manp)

This sumuer I wasg working for the State of Aleska, Department off Highways at 27
Mile Camp (Thompson Pess), Valderz, Alaska. One fair Sundsy (june 21, 1970), I
decided to eliwmbh Mt; Dimond- or the 6513' Peak 3 miles to the west of it if Dimond
proved impractical.

Leaving at 10:478.M, after breakfast, I hiked the mile to Thompson Pass(2700').
Instead of following the highway further which goes downhill,I took off on-a shelf
of constant elevation to the east, When the shelf ran out 2 miles later(near the
upper end of a canyon- which is avoided by having an elevation of at least 2800'),
I greduelly climbed 1500 feet in the next 5 miles(with breathteking scenery zeress
the Lowe River all the way)so that I would be at 4000'when I reached the 3-square-
mile Platesu of Ridges and Lakes (2:30 P.M.). This 4000' plateau is 8 miles east
of Thompson Fasga, and contains sbout 30 lakes and ponds separated by ridges like
those &t Thompson Pass, running east and west. The prominent peak to the north
is Mt. Dimond(7202')., On either side of it is a pass, both leading to the Richard-
son Highway in the Teina River Valley behind Mt. Dimond. To the west is Peak 6513'
(which I will probably climb this summer). From the tduth ‘sharp-peaked snowcoverad
mounteing separated by glaciers. From the plateau this view is much more breath-
taking than that of the same mountains across the Lowe River from Thompson Fass.
How most of the lakes on this platesu were still frogen over; but this plateauy
would be an excellent place to be on a clear day a month later When the lakes
would be thawed and the blueberries slohg the way are ripe,

. From the Valdez A-l Quedrangle it is seen that the easiest roiute up Mt. Dimond
ig to head for the LOOD' pass to +the right of it (northedst); and hike up the
mounteins east face, This done, I was on the pesk at 6:30 P.M. If there is a
calrn there, it must be burded under a 3=fecot snowdrift on the peak, which proved
to be too-time-consuming to dig with an ice-axe, so I built a cairn about 10 feet
south and 3 f8et below the peak, and left a cocoz can with a Eheet of paper in it,
Guery: 1Is this a first ascent? (Ed. Note: Orace Hoemmn says 'yes, it is!"). When
I left (6:50 P.M.}, spectacular scenery was viaible in any direction (this is the
highest peak in a radius of T mlles} I wasa above eleuds that were rolling
over some other peaks.

The only other likely routes down were & sfeep snowehute ghooting down onto the
glacier to the northwest which I decifled was too 2teen, or slide down to the glac-
ier edge Lo the northwest- after hiking north along the summit ridge I found = 20!
cornice with icieles on it overlooking +this glecger, with crevasses visible. o
back to the L900' pass sbout the same way I had came.

For & change of scenery, exit wes made by continuing northeast down the other gide
ef ‘the pass. Before I got to the brush 1ines, I climbed over the west ridze of the
canyon and proceeded about 2 miles west before descending through a mile and & half
of brush to the highway, to be sure to hit the highway west of the bridge over the
Psina River. (Incidentally, the glacier has receded off the floor of the pass,
leaving a glacier on either side,)

Walking was easy for the whole trip except for the mile and a half of. brush af
the end., From the highway to highway, total hiking distance was 19 miles, time
taken was about 13 hours. Elevation gain from dT Mlle Camp was LE800', elevation
loss to Taina R ver was SERaT, :

SOUVENIR PREAK June 12-14, 1970 Norman Allem
{Anchorage D-6 gquad)

On a sunny Fridey evening, Art ﬁard, Bob Emith, ©GSteve Jones and I drove in
Bob'a Toyota up the Jeep road into the Little Busiina River Valley. We parked and
got our packs out and hiked & couple of mileg 10 the base of what is Known as
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Souvenir Peak, At the time we didn't even know it was named and hoped it hedn't
already been climbed. We all slept that night in the MCA Jap tent & it was really
& crowd. We started out the next morning quiie early and the weather was still
pretty good. Up we went to & plateau that led to the southwest ridge (this is a
steep ridge & i3 really part of the west face as viewed from down in the valley).
Hiking and seranmbling up the scree and talus slope to rope up & start the serious
climbing. We tied Bob's and my ropes together so we ecould 11 tie into the same
rope and speed things up. Art led and while he was climbing I belayed him. When
Art had gone as far as the rope allowed, he stopped, found a good solid stance and
belayed me as I climbed up. The rest followed suit., The climb dragged on until
about hall way up the mountain where we came to'a streteh of rock that formed a

ecorner, This wouldn't have been & problem except there was & 90° smooth wall on
both gides of the corner. The walls were about 14 feet high from where we were

There was only one suitable erack on the right wall. Art placed a plton there and
while T Kept pressure on he walked around the corner and found a neat little ledge
that led to the top of the pitch. It was still slow going the rest of the way but
we slowly gained on the summit. On the end of the ridge we came to the summit
block and would have had to climb an overhang but found an easier route by traver-
ging around the sumnit and gcrambling up the other side, It was a good thing as it
was snowing lightly end it was .sbout 10:00 P.M., It had teaken us 13 straight hours
of climbing and we had now discovered the peak was climbed but the register was
in a can full of water so it wasn't legible. A long uneventful trudge down and we
arrived back at camp Just about in time to pack up and go that morning.

- W %

HMEMBERSHTP INFORMATION

Baxandall, John & Peggy, 4200 E. Lth, A-12, Anchorage, Ak. 9950k, Phone 272-7559

Best, Alma, OGen. Delivery, Anchorage, Ak, 99501, Phone 272-1853

Buckner, Jack, h201-1 6th, Fort Richardson, Ak. 90505, Res. Phone 862-51k2,

I Business Fhonﬂ 863-0280

DeVoe, Louise, 1036 Balchen Dr., Anchorsge, Ak. 99503, Res. Phone 277-9108
Business Fhone 279-2581

Hasbrouck, Gery, 1221 E. 12th, Anchorage, Ak. 99501, Business Phone 34h-6h1L

Jonas, John W., Box 305, Bethel, Ak. 99550

Laufer, Kenneth 8., 6740 E. 10th, Anchorage, Ak, 99504, Res, Phone 333-T809
Business Phone 272-6558

Miller, Jim, 2815 E. 50th, Anchorage, Ak. 99502, Res. Phone 3kh-5242

Mueller, Rod, 613 W. 8th, Anchorage, Ak, Business Phone 3hl-6kil

Munns, Charles, 1701 SBtanford Dr., Anchorage, Ak. 99504, Res. Phone 277-0168
Business Phone 279-5558
Reese, Gordon, 25kl Forest Park Dr., Anchorage, Ak, 99503 Phone 279-8083

Roberts, Paul, 5200 Taku Dr. #5, Anchorage, Ak. 99504 Fhome 333-0k15

Stadem, Norman, Box 5, Palmer, k. 006LS

Thielsen. Bettv, 727 N. 8t., Anchorege, Ak. 99501 Res. Phone 272=9643
Business Phene 277-6551 ext.262

Imer. Brent U4OOL Cope Apt. 2, Anchorage, Ak. 99503 Res. Phone 279-0376
Business Phone 34h-6731

Wesserman. Molly, 1011 W. 25th Apt. 1, Anchorspe, Ak, 99503
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BITS AND PIECES

Is there raw sewage floating down your formerly clear stream? Does every breath
of air make you want to choke? Did someéone dump an unsightly load of trash by your
favorite plenic spot? Bo you have any other pollution problems? At last there is
a central complaint center: The Oreater Anchorage Arem Horough's ENVIRONMENTAL HOT






