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"VOlwne 12, Number 3 
March 1969 

MJ,RCH ~ING: Ben Crawford ~fetlOr'ial Fark, 3rd 3; Eagle, Monday 10 March, 8 : 00 p . m. 
Slide presentation o£ 30 Hikes by '18,!'ioua members. At>yone wishing to contri.\>).lte slides 
contact Karen Courtright, 272-;803. 

··' 
TRIF SOH.BDULB: ~e to ~oul February weather lilSJly of last m<'n;t.h1 s climbs have been re­
scheduled ~or March as fol.lows : 
5 March GUNSIGHT J~OUNTAIN 6!150 • •• Lea7e safeway parking lot , 9th & Gamb ell 6 : 00 em. 
Beautiful dri Yo on gcod highway to nearly 3000 feet, ea"!Y snow hike in good cold in­
terior conditions 2 miles to summit . ~pectacular ·4ews ~f Chugach, TalkRetna, Alaska, 
and \i rangell Ranges. .:s,'leep an.i caribou are often seen. GAYL8 NI$HEJSER 277-9,;;c. 

·- ' 

15 March BYRON .FSAK 4750 ... Lea7o Sears -parkin'g lot 6 : 00am Bri ng rope for e•mry 3 
climber a , s ling , caribiner, prussics, Cramp<'ns," ski~ or "fast snowshoes" . I OOd }'hySi cal 
condition assumed. BOB S!-URR 272-<'330. 

22 ~larch KICKSTE!' MOUNT.UN 4660 •• • A lead .. r is netoded ~or this delightful long- one or 
easy tw<*.aay climb •rJith beautiful brushless 4--mile approach up Tincan cre ek on really 
d<>ep sno,~. I f i!)terested, call Bob spurr 272-8330. 

29 March li'XPLOPJL~ GL;\CI.&-Il A..liD Pl\AK 3550 • • • Lea-re sears parking lot or. i')ewud 
6 :00am ~at~u·dar, bt-h1g rope, sling, carihiner, Frussics, _,cralllpons, i~e axe. 
Portage Roan cbmb weste1·most glacinr to saddle at 3000 and short 'j ndge to 
A good introduction tc glaciers. CLA-~ ST~~LL 279-1215 neekdays. 

High•11ay 
prom the 

summit . 

. .. 
12 April ~INI\i>s CREJSK Vdley Ski Tour. From .Alyeska1 e Jj,nner creek Ski Trail; ski up 
the -,alley pc ssibly io, Berry Fass, el evatior.· 1950 connecting to the upper\·'l'wentymile 
River valley. · pcssible climbs depending on conditions~ JIM LETHCCE 27~~01. 

* * * * * 
BENCHMARK ncow• (IN T!'.E KB!TAI 9 .£eb . 1969 Clarke Stockwell 

Nine MCA members intQ!'.ded an enjoyable ascent of Bxrlorer Peak. The weather gods 
proclaimed otherwise and I ro-.ridod a, .,.,ry hea ·'Y. _.,nowstorm to: pro:ro.t their point. Beco.uso 
condi tiona wero, anything b·ut .a~cepta.ble;· a llosser '6b je"ct'i :;.{·_\i!1s .yP,~;:Jl:d:ed over a fe,. 
cups of ccft'ee at Fortage. Thrk.,' ·lllembcii~li~ ·-.lfm Ii-Ila Nanc.:l t.M.h:e~-~nd"coral Loy, decided 
to make a ski tout·, while Gayle Nier.heuser, Larry S·..anson, Lottie Kramer , peter Vlasvel.d, 
and Clarke Stockwell , with tho capable leadership of Bob Spurr eet c~~ to climb one • f 
the 11foothills "near summit Lake Lodge. 

The group started Uf eastern slopes of a large hill half a mile ~~ of SUmmit Lake. 
GUsty winds and cccasional near 1-1hiteout conditions ••ere a bit :iiscouragi:ng, but 2 heurs 
and 3200 'Tertical feet later the top at the USGS bsnchmark "OOLO" at ele·ratior. 4539 
>~as reach<td. 

A rapid descent was made back to th& skis and snowshoes. One member did a v~·ia­

tiot during the descent ahd pro7ided himsel~ with a little extra exercise by mushing 
through wais"t-deeJ> snow. ,\f'ter a quick CUf c~ coffe<;~, the grouJ> headed to;tard Anchorage 
8'Terycne had an enjoyable dey and added anothe!· r.ew experience to their li 7es. 
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3 March 1969 
FLUTJS PEAK 6610 an-i }'oint 6295 or• Organ Mtn. Hans rt• '/an der I,aan 

3ome •neakond in July 1968 (can 1 t remember >~hich one) . 
:. For the· glacier draining. into .;so.gJ:o .Lali:e and t he peak at its hcac' I would like t o 

subnti.t the ·name "Flute" . This name f i ts wol:'l. •,fi th ' the musical theme f cllo,.,ed by '·other 
-features in the a rea and ii> reflects the ·music ><hich abounded .. th·ere dudng .. the ·.summer 

of 1968 as both members of · t he gl acier research team head0d by f:)r. \~lliam ·g , Long ,..; ··e 
. -flutist.s . (The stat(? has a!'pt·oved this name f _or the glacier - ed. -) · . < 

Or. Ft·iday even ing I dro ·re UJ:l the toad a;l.ong. the Sot~th Fork of Nagle Ri'rer to• its 
end, Then a pleasant but ·;ict l')ike along t he r i ·rer brought lie to Eagle· Lake at 9 : "0 pm 
}lhE>r l' I "as met b)< my j)rothor R&ol ~' He fet-ri,ed us to t he other· <md of the lakE> in a 
motor- boat and we hiked the m,i l e t o t he camp that. v1!l::s aet up •· fgr the gl acier research 
projeqt. Next morning we hiked the trs,il t hat 1-1as !". daily t1·it> !'or r:ty brotlier up to 
the gl acier .taking several st.res.m l'Cadings a l ol)g the way. lip the glacier, a cross a 
berg:ahrund , ar1d .we started up a steep snow tongue .,,hich seemed to lead close to the 
12eak. ~le decided to g<>t off the sfiow onto the rqck to t he right as it appeared to ha•re 

_enough l edg0s and was quite sobi for the Chugach, seemingly. ot'f'ering an easiet· rou·~e. 
<tr ong assumption. Tho ledges sloped cutM3.rd ste.eply at t'irst, the.>'l ran out altogether. 
It took us seve~al hours to convince ourselves ,,,e had the wrong a pproach, but v1e f inally 
1·eturned to the . ano,, tongue. The steefnea s of' the snow ;1as not as sever" as it had at 
f'i t:st appeared and .,,e att ained the ridge just · south of the peak •ni t hout further incident 
a short scramble. bringing us to the SUllllllit. Rather restricted vi'l'w because .of fog. \ie 
then dropy.od do1m to the glacier llS of the reak, f our:d a leYel SF ot and made camp. 

lfe had planned on gcing after Pol'H Bear the n ext (jay, but because or' a ·later than 
planned start ;1e ~witched our a tt.,ntion to !·oint 6295 about half' a :nile N:S of Organ. 
~ve ascended it by its •,tide N~ gully, the rock on 'that side· bel.ng some of' t he 1-torst I 1 •re 
encountered ir. . the Oh•~gach , but, as there was no exposure· probleru, it 10as bothersome, 

, not dangerous. The , last section along the ridge became exposed , but the l'ock there was 
much better quality. A •,;arm sunny hour ·.~i th good vieHS ><as spent ber'ore starting the 
long trip back. No r ecords of' pnevious ascents wet·e found on ei thar summit. \ ·)e eros .. 
sed to Flute Glac.i e r by the ~550 col bet10een }·oint 5860 and Flute Peak, used tho boat 
_ag-,_in on !:agle L~e and reached t he car a a i t ,.E-.s turni ng dark at 10:00 pm. 

* * *~~* 

i'XJOTT PEAK 8828 ·in Mt. McK:i,nley National Park HMs R· Va."l der Laan 
Scott peak is an excell<mt 'l;wo or t!nee day climb comb1.nir1g c reek-bed hiking, 

glacier ~1alkl.ng 1. route-i'.inding through cre·rassed areas, ·ar,d moderate ice s lopes Nit.l-, 
superb ·vie>:s of the MUldro" Glacier and 1~ount ~ICKitllay. MY brother· Roelf' a nd I left 
.Eielson Visitor Cent'ir -late the afternoon of september lst 1968 and Nent south along 
Thorofar<" Ri ·;er. t~c camped after a fe,; miles under skies that. ware not too promising, 
but the next t.,o days ~1at·e psrf',,,ctly clear and ,,,arm. ,Se,ret·al more miles of hiking 
brought. us. to the snout of ~)lmset Gla.Qier, lie \<:ept alp ngothe -ou~side part of' the '·CU!''7e 
on the southern branch and headed east wi tl1 no diffi:cul ty until •.<e reached the f'irs t 
large, icofall whP.re '""' made a judgemant error • . ~-1.;: should ha·Je· st_ayei along the south­
<.>rn edge of the gl acier , !<ut instead WS> chose the cent.er as··i t seemed the shorte r and 
more direct route , and .as a • resu'lt we ~<ere soon in e. maz.;, of tr.ansvereie crevasses, >·le 
spent much time ••orking around these ohstacles and then up the Slop; t oward t he col on 
the south ridge of the peak. \~e d•wided to caJllp ·be l o., the col .. at abcut 7100 feet , The 

_next morni11g under a compJ,ete.ly blue sky we spent about t wo hours gaining 'tho su:aunit, 
mal~ing occasional stops to look . behi d us at J.fcKinley .. -~~o basked in the sun, ate- lunch, 
·and ret'raced our steps back to g .el son that evening. 

,(Scott ·l'eak is- highest · fo r 10 mile$ in any di rection_, \~as called 11~lver T>~ins " 
''!-eak G~ and''Utah ~eak"in the litera ture before Iosto and \~ashburn named it for Go rdon 
Scott who •nas killed i11 the USGS mapping yrogram of 1953· It had been attempted by 
a_ :Party of Io~/11. Uoun.taineers l!'d by SJ :(;l:ert :i,n 1951' S:nd ·w;.s first climbed by D•B<'lrnays, 

. I .N Korner and ~S \~cod 8 August 1'952· T:h~ 'Ta;n der [fl..ans ,. as~r.t app.ears .t o .be the lOth 
and the ,f?-rst i n september, tho period in ·~<hich all a .scen'ta have been mada b eing 2o Jul".c 
t~ 3 S~ptember. Their a sc.ent l<as t h., SaJliC a s t he f'irst ascent ·route, the· other collllllonly 
used rov.te bE>i ng tha N'\'l ridge ~ ad._) 
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NAMES continued 
Mount Silvertip east of the Richardson Highway has also finally won out offici~lly over 
"Black warrier•. 

Approved by the state Geographic Board and .expected shortly to be in the federal 
lists are Mount Asce.nsion, Truuli Glacier and Creek, Bard P!IRk, Hideout Hill & MYstery 
Hills on the Kenai, Flute Glacier, Harp ~!tn, HUrdygurdy Mtn. and Calliope Mt.n(formerly 
Icy Peak) at the head of the South Fork cf Eo.gle River(see lll9.p p. 2), Sovereign Mtn(the 
hi ghpoint of the Talkeet~as) , Mt. Thor(formerly Willar~ Gi bbs), and Baumann Bump(for­
merly Maxes Mountain). 

ODDINGS and ENDINGS 
wayne and Cindy Merry are leaving Alaska and the park service to return to Yosel!lite in 
April . we have enjoyed their company as Alaskans since 1965 and are sorry to see it end. 

nave and Sal Johnston have sent cards from Turkey, AJnsterdam, and Iceland. They may 
well be wed and in New Jersey by now. Cimcumnavigation almost complete. 

Ned Lewis tell s of • climb 11 February(Japan time) with two Japanese friends of 
Kisokoma.- ga-take 9223, in the central Japan Alps experiencing high winds , wet snow, 
and some strenuous cramponing. They stayed in hut,. 5 nights and 'listed several ot her 
named 8\lllllli t s in the area also, 

V&G Hosman made the first winter ascent of ICnoya 4650 on 16 Feb. accompanied by thre e 
Irish Sottore !'rom stuckagain Hoigl:rt.11 who joined the party on r oute and gave brief 
chase to throe foxes surprised above t.imhe:rline on K.noya' a SW ridge. 

A winter ascent of Cast le Mountain 5530, was at.tempt.ei by MCA member s 1-2 March, but. 
the route attelllpted(i'rom the SB) has not been done even in summer and that conglome-
rate rook has no cz:acks for pitons, · 

Dan Osborne, Tom Kensler , and sam corbin, members of Alaska Alpine Club , made the first 
ascent of what they named "Bi vouao Peak" 7700 eight miles west of the Ill chard son Hw:Y· 
oroH1q ot M111•r greek e 16 P'e'b. Th&ir ro~ate •• "lit. t.A. lltUUUie4 ~· 111 ~'\be 
Jllowrt.ain to t h e out 1'i dgo. 

Robert O• Henderson of Anchorage appears to be the only member of the party that made 
the first ascent of Bold Peak on 20 JUly 1947 who is still in Alaska. Tho party also 
i ncluded Gene Brafy, Capt. Jack Easley, Chal'l8s Hightower(l922-?9 ), and llayne Jacob s we 
lmow from the BWIIJiit register. Mr. Henderaon was called laet mont h for e.dditional de­
tails. He said there had been an att~pt. on the mountain earlier by military personnel 
and that was !lhat led directly to this climb. Easley( of lOt.h Rescue unit) and High­
tower were the leaders and had had prior climbing experience. They went up ~lutna 
Lake by boat, camped near the 4850 NE col and paralleled east of the NE ridge , this 
being the standard route followed by al l but one of the seven parties that have since 
succeeded on Bold. This climb was important as it was the first of the 14 independent 
mountains over 7000 in the western Chugach to be climbed aud remained the only one 
climbed until 1959 when Bashful. fell, Bold having been climbed three times by then. 
Mr• Henderson has climbed no other mountains except a few hills near Spokane, Washing-­
ton in his youth. 

cur Fairbanks member, Hank Noldan led an attempt on Mount Kimball the last week in 
February , perhaps from Slate Creek as this party is said to "have har dly got on ••• 
P1 t.fall Glacier•. • • • • • 
Tbe dilltrlblltiaa et.afi' f or thh issue of SCRD i t fjarol DeVOe and Joenns l(err1olc. Tho 
publication ' seas additi onal t ypists wit h stencil •experience and suitabl e typewr i t er • • 
To volunteer 'call the editor at 277- 7871. 



SCREE 6 March 1969 

EDITORIAL PC1LICY - Foreign contributions 
SORES is an Alaskan publication with plenty cf materi.at to fill ita space dealing 

with the mountains of the Alaskan area. Ue welc~e material from wherever in the wido 
world our members happen to be, but brevity or relationship to Alaskan mountaineering 
are the key to getting them published in ScP.AS· 

Th~ Alaskan area is considered to be our state plus adjacent parts of' yukon and 
sri tish columbia, but a contribution f'rom :i3 Siberia or. Kal!lchatca (in :&:lglish) would 
certainly not bo turned down, so th~ goal is mere to publi&~ mountain material that 
is not a·milable in b~tter form elsewhere. 

Historical Contributions 
The history of any human activity is easily lost and often irrecoverably so with 

the passage of the persons who maJ9 it. For instance, what became of sourdoughs ~eta 
Anderson, Billy Taylor, l~arUn Nash, Miles Atkinson, John Barrett, Billy SOule, and 
many others ~tho Fioneorod our mountains1 Ue only assume they are -l.ead and any scrap 
of unrecorded information about them would be welcome. Vrl 
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