MOURTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA
BOXEDST

MEETING . . . Ben Crawford Memorial Fﬂrk, 3rd and Blgl-ﬂ,. Hovember 10
at 7:30 PM ., . . Note earlier starting time. This is for this meeting %?, s there is
much business to work on. There will be no entertajinment per se, beceuse the items to be
discussed, voted on, and acted upon should be entertainment enough.
Items on the agenda are: Club sponsorship of publications.
Sponsorship of a winter mountsineering school.
Club policy in relation to conservation.
1970 climbing schedule and club sponsorship of expeditions.
Assignment of committees.
Rew officers for the coming year were elected at the sparsely attended October
meeting. The officers elected were:

President Randy Renner
Vice President Steve Hackett
Secretary Margaret Wolfe
Treasurer Dick Snyder
Director Frank Kosek

The officers of the club are looking forward to an improved club this year and are
enlisting your support. The support required at this time is your attendance at the
Hovenmber meeting when club policy and direction for the following yesr will be acted

upon and voted on
; The dues sre still due and are becoming more so. If you don't pay up by January,
your name will be dropped from SCREE's mailing list.

Senior $5.Dﬂ per year

Junior 2.50 per year (under 18)

Family 7.40 per year

Out-of -town .50 per year (outside 50 mile radius
of Anchorage)

CLIMBING ARD HIKIRG SCHEDULE

MATANUSKA GLACIER, Sat gnd S Hovenmber 8 lesder is Barry Kirchner. Call
753-7T135 evenings or 753 7 days between 8:00 am and L4:00 pm.

FTARMIGAN FRAK, November 16, in Chugach behind Anchorage. Leader is Dennis
Fitzgerald, call g;g-h

FEAK ON KEHNAI, F‘rkt_&i and Saturdey, November 21-22. Leader is Dub Bludworth and he wil)
pick &8 vo peak according to the weather -- sign up et the November meeting as

Dub lives in Moose Pase -- Randy Renner will coordinate.
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FEEKABOO 6950', Saturday and Sunday, November 29-30. Leader will be picked at the Hov.
meeting and the possibility of a 4 day climb in this area will be discussed among the
interested climbers.

GOAT MOUNTAIN, Saturday end Sunday, December 6-7, in area of Crow pass. Tentative leave
plans arc for December 6, but 1l depends on wesather in area and snow conditions on pesak.
ILeader will be Steve Hackett. Call 344-6215 evenings and 277-1481 days.
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" TROUBLEMITT" 685&*'591 August 17, 1969 Charles A. McLaughlin
(First Ascent; Anchorage C-6) <3 *

4 late Saturday afterncon under ¢learing skies blessed with an optimistic ngte fro
the sometimes fickle weatherman saw me hesd for the Mint Glacier area in the Talkeeinas.
A brisk wallk of about 5 miles brought me to & relatively smooth and prassy area below the
headwall at the origin of the Little Busitna River just in time to gain the warm security
of the blue McKinley bag. A spartan breakfast (for me) and an early start of 6:00 am
atarted a most enjoyable day. I found that the grassy ﬁ;hm up the headwall wasxeaailj
negotiated to the flat-bobtomed glacial sand lake, then T went up nlong tRe tiplof the

. emell glacier while studying the peak for the most likely route to the summit. The south

- southesst ridge appeered superficislly to be the way but close examination revesled
gendarmes requiring rappels or skirting (if possible). I finally decided to commit myself
to the southwest face despite the somewhat discouraging darkness of steep walls and
sobering lack of & single rock system leadiog to the summit. Coolness in the morning
breeze made climbing quickly imperative and being alone I stuck to class three and four
routes until I was forced to push a short lead which would have been better with a little
protection. The rock was dry; the lichen brittle snd the ground frozen with only small
patches of snow,; s0 climbing was exeellent. Up and up, I tried to envision difficulties
before trying & route, and to check escape routes for the descent until I gained the
windy south ridge approximately 500 verticel feet below the summit. It was beautiful:
exhilareting in its vastness and humbling in ita impersonsl formidableness. The early
morning sun threw jagged shadows dinteo the valley floor; the clear sky ran to Prince
Williem Sound and almost to Mb. McKinley. TIrom where I stood on that ridege it was
cbvious that I was going to have to spend some time probing a route up what appearsd to
be a relati ely airy summit block so I didn't linger despite the view. ©Skirting dts base
I found a possible sghort lead -on the north northeest corner. Before attempting it, I used
some avalanche cord to tie a plastic sack containing 2 summit register tc a rock and then
hed & gquick brunch. A paucity of hand and foot holds forced me to use a sling to sloppily
lassc a corner of the summit block (in the wind and with my inexperience in the western
tradition of roping this was some feat). I hoisted myself onto the twin bed size summit
at 9:45 and swung &nd scrambled ungracefully off a short 15 minutes later. The route
down was essentially the same but I luckily found a way around the pitch which had
eoncerned me oo the ascent. LI reached by blue bag laying in the red, brown, and green
valley flcoor at about 1:00 pm to take a long alternoon rest before hiking to the
reluctant Green Gander waiting with the Holstein eattle. It was so reluctant, in lact,
that T had to drag ocnt the tool case and clean out the carburetor before she would carry
me home -- not an uoususl reduirement of the Gander's. (" # = '
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A TRIP TO THE WRANGELL FOOTHILLS, or . . Tanmda won. Grace Hoeman
August 25-29, 1965

"Win promised to take me up Tenada Peak and now you must do it," a voice pleaded over
the telephone. I tried to brush off Colin Conkle like a troublesome insect, but he
insisted and I finally capitulated as Tanada scemed so importent to him, reluctantly
giving up my own one-man expedition plans for the last week of August. Fate maybe kept
me from going on a solo venture and I bent to it, tut I mede a bargain with Colin: I'd
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decompany him up Tansdea and he'd provide me with mest for the winter. Soon he and I

wore studyinr maps (Nebesna B-5 and B-6), discusging details of transportation, equip-
nent;, provisicns and route.

With the holp of "Caribou Clatter" communication we met neer the Conkle homestead
"Magle Trail Rench" on the Tok cutoff road and I spent the night of August 25 at the
homeatend. The next morning, with a plemsant sun shining, we drive along HNebesna Road to
Johnny Tremko's Air Bervice, loceted on Twin Lakes. Johnny flew us in to Sheep Lake that
game deay with his supercub float plane. We spotted seversal mocse from the air; an casy
way to hunt it s¢ems end unfortunstely practiced by too meny hunters. It was en interest-
ing flight over Taneds Lake and up Goat Oreek. Teneds is the Indien word for "wind over
the water." It was probably e U.8.C.S. topographers fancy which put the name Tanada on
the mep to identify the leke (1898 map of the area prepared by Peters) and the same can
be eald of the mountain (1902 map prepared by Witherspoon). While on our flight in I
caught & glimpoe of the mountain close by and my heart sank into my boots . . steep con-
glomerate rock, interspersed with flaky shale, a quite lmposing locking system of tilers .
though., From our lending spot on the shore of Bheep Leke we proceeded toward the unnhamed
volled IIW of the lake, balancing from hummock to hummock over the wet ground near the
lake, wondering what frame of mind induced Henry Allen to cell these hummocks "tetes de
fommes" in his report on the 1885 Copper River to Yukon River Expedition. Uplend plovers
protested our walk-in in vain and we camped in the lower valley before darkness fell.

On August 27, agein under fair skies, we moved up the valley, burdened with equip-
ment and supplies to laet & week, jump-crossing the sslley stream innumersble times. A
turn to the north opened up grend views of the object of Colin's affection. The name
Tenada Peak ia attached to the lower 9240' south summit and this seems altogether wrong
gince the 9358' north peal is not only higher, but far more egpectacular. Moreover, be-
canee of the 8500' col in between, the Bouth Peak is not an independent mountein. The
U.8.6.5. is interested in this end corrections of the map are being considered. Locking
over acceat pursibilities with my binoculars, 1 cursed my decision to give up my onz-men
expedition, still, this was an unusual and rew looking pair of peeks Numbers of sheep
were grazing on the slcpes around me as I sat down to wait Tor Cclin, and I only had to
count 22 bufore going off to sleep. We set up cur tents on the only flat spot we could
find at an albtitude of 6500' too low for a high camp, but Colin didn't have en insulating
pad end thus couldn't camp on snow. Pipits were there playing snd chesing sround us and
mejestlic easles soared where we wanted to go so hadly. After tea we reconnoitered into
the efvaue cast of the col and found an sscent in the NE wall of the lower Tanada and
procesded till darkress forced us back. At one point Colin took off his crampons to
negatiste a‘woat vertical rock and left them on a terrsce between tiers. My comments on
this startied him and I don't think he'll ever again leave crempons unattended. All the
time there was a swishing of avalanches end the clatter of Talling rocks, mainly coming
from the sun exposed wall of the higher Tanada.

liext morn we useld the stairesse of steps made the evening before, the sky above us
now slowly drs=wving a curtaln of clouds. We reached the col while considering our position.
Although we'd esslected the easiest route 1t wes a treacherous one for the time of the
year with fresh looge snow; also it was a difficult mountein for 2 people, one of whom
never hed eny formel training in mowntaineering. Colin accepted the suggestion that we
look at the lower peak and setile for 1t - after all it was the named one - if a good
ronte would offer itaelf to the summit, Well, possibilities wviewed with or without
binoculars looked no better than suicide and we turned to teke & final lock at the higher
Tanada. Tae svcroundinga trigeered szsociations with the Eiger and I told Colin the
gtory. Close to the BW ridige of the higher summit;, which on the map had looked like a
fair climb, I spilled enother "oh no" as Colin almost got elobbered by a big rock bouncing
down on us. The broiling clouls sround Mt. Jarvis mede our decision to retreat easy, and
we were satisfied with whet we accomplished this trip. We broke camp in the afternoon
ani bouldered down the valley, this time unconcernsdly stepping into the roaring broock
ag wet boots didn't matber now. Johnny came that night as he had promised and as he
flew ugs back to the other world I thought of the lines:
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On Tuesdsy, the 29th, April and I returned and discovered enough snow had melted to
reveal another huge cave entrance. This was the cave that the right-hapd stream exited
from. A little boulder hopping and & climb over a ten-foot high snow bank in the cave,
gince melted, enabled us t0 penetrate 300' before the river hit ocur wall. The water easily
swept away 75 pound boulders when we attempted to bridge it so we retreated.

On September Tth, we Pinally vwere able to continue exploration of the miin cave.
Entering alcong the left side this time, we were gble to go all the way to the end where
the roof met the floor. This passage is approXimately 1500 long and averages 25' wide
and 9' high. The lest 400' is a series of steep cascsdes and involves numerous stream
erossings. A small rock esirn and register were placed in thie last lewel room. Prior
to here the stream is too large to successfully ecross on boulders. Two and a half hours
were: gpent exploring the cave. It will be interesting to return it e year or two and see
how many pecple, if any, have explored the cave ag far as the register.

Clacier caves are not considered & true ice cave and are certainly more dengerous
than limestone caves. Ice caves are defined as caves in rock in which ice zccumilates
either to stay year round or to melt each summer. Glacier caves are subject to continual
change both through melting and collapsing action. Tee blocks or flakes weighting hund-
reds of pounds can and do fall, usually near & cave's entrance. fAnyone attempting to
explore a glacier cave should be on the lookout for areas that sppear ready to collapse.

MT. RAINIER, 1h,b10'. May 30, 31, 1969 - Bill Babeock

With two Yugoslavians from Vancouver, both experienced climbers, and a 19-year-old
from Tacoma, I set off from Paradise at 9:00 PM. Walking in the moonlight we reached
Camp Muir (10,200') about midnight. After a cup of hot milk we slept until 5:00 AM.

The Yugoslave had climbed Rainier by & more ordinary route the year before and wanted to
¢limb the Gibraiter Route this year. With the Yugoslavs leading we ascended the Bechive
on the upper Cowlite Glacier. Steep glacier climbing brought us to the base of Gibraltsar
Rock dn fwo hours. A traverse under constantly falling rocks and ice brought us to a
stecp snow slope leading to the summit of Gibraltar Rock, 12,679'. We then followed a
large group of Mazambas to the summit. T felt pretty good so I walked sround the crater
while the others rested. Sulphur fumes burst forth periocdically and formed rather
treacherous underfotting as unpredicteble erevasses formed because of the heat. Descend-
ing the Ingrabm Glacier with the Mazanmbss proved fear safer than the Gibraltar Route

which surely would be raining rocks and ice due to late aPfternoon sun - on the mountain.
Not 211 of the Mszambas were college kids as at least one membey of the party told me

he wes 59 years old.

THE TWO SUMMITS OF TANATNA FEAK 5350° Rod Wilson
Chugach, Anchorage A-T Quadrangle

Chasles Kitler points out that the register naming Tanaina Peak was placed (SCREE,
September 1966) on the point 5250% 50! (61° 08' 11" W., 149° 30 52" W., Section 13,
T12N, R2W) 0.7 miles west of the sctual high point, 350* T 50! (61° 08" 05" N., 1L.9°
31' 35" W., Section 18, T12N, R1W) of the ridge along the north side of Eampba.ll Creek,
Torth Fork.

30 Hikes in Aleska, No. 6 and the Alasks Dictionary of Place Rames, 1967, preserved
the name but assigned it to the higher point. It was climbed on May 5, 1968, after a
return trip to point 52501 (E.cREE June 1968) in order to inspect the ridge extending
southeast to "Koktoya," 5150' = 50' (SCREE, September 1967, October 1968, December 1955},
but its significance was not noted until Kibler, map in hand, reached it from "Blue Lake"
on June 28, 1969 (SCREE, August 1969).

Points 5250' and S350' should be considered west and east summits respectively of
Tanaina since the ridge between them falls only to 5000'. Tanaina Peak, West Summit,
5250", will be the goal of most hikers because of its prominence and its visibility
from Anchorage.










